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Voters nix arts verlUAe 
l y P. SOLOMON BANDA 
·taff writer 

The proposal to build an 800-seat 
•erforming arts center in Sun City 
·as defeated Tuesday by a 2-to-1 
1argin. 
The vote was 5,795 against vs. 2,239 

i favor. 
Voters rejected the Recreation 

enters of Sun City board of direc­
ir ' s plan to build a $2.5 million 
ntertainment venue at Bell Recrea­
on Centers or· the Sun Bowl or 
invert Mountain View Auditorium 
; a theater at a cost of $1.5 million. 
Voters also had a chance to vote 

,r a location. 
The Sun Bowl location received 
-H O votes, vs. 1,173 votes for the 
e ll Recreation Center. Converting 
1e Mountain View Recreation Ce n­
·r Auditorium to a theater received 
i4 votes. 
''The people working for this were 

. isguided in their efforts and they 

.1ded up shooting themselves in the 
,ot," said board member Chuck 
hadbourn , who supported the 
easure. 
·'First they had a grandiose idea of 

$5 million theater, then they 
a nted to convert Mountain View," 
hadbourn said. 
On hand for the election results 

iis morning was Jerry Hirsch, newly 
,ected member of the Sun City 
ome Owners Association, who 

.. tpported the proposal. 
"I think we should have done it. I 

1ink Sun City is going to be the 
oorer for it," Hirsch said. "It all 
J me down to money. I don't think 
eople thought they'd get their 
ioney's worth and maybe they (the 
.::c centers) couldn't a fford it. They 
id a bad selling job." 
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Mollie J. Hoppes/ Doily News-Sun 

Gertrude Carvey, left, helps Ethel Stack vote in the Sun City elections 
Tuesday morning. Marge ·r;reenhalge of the Home Owners Association 
looks on. 
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Theater sees light at end of tunnel 
By Julie Andreen 
Independent Newspapers 

Under an agreement with Peo­
ria, Theater Works, a nonprofit 
community theater group, has 
until Dec. 31 to raise the rest of its 

. share of $200,000 in capital contri­
butions toward the Peoria Center 
for the Performing Arts, their next 
home. 

Only $17,000 stands in their 
way. 

Once the initial $200,000 is in, 
the city will invite bids for con­
structing the $5.6 million-dollar 
Phase I of the Peoria Performing 
Arts Center, set for the area known 
as "Old Town" Peoria. 

Theater Works must raise a 
total of $1.2 million over the next 
few years to move out of their cur­
rent location at the former Sun City 
Lakes Club, 10484 W Thunderbird 
Blvd,, and fulfill their entire finan­
cial obligation. 

Jack Lytle, president of the The­
ater Works board, estimates the 
organization probably has about 
20 months left in its current loca­
tion. He is confident they will raise 
the $200,000 with time to spare. 

"The money is coming in little 
bits here and there," Mr. Lytle said. 
"We're somewhere between 
$181,000 and $183,000 right now, 
and we hope to have all $200,000 
in by October." 

To ensure the deadline is met, 
the theater is doubling its grant­
writing efforts, organizing a golf 
tournament and sending out 
direct-mail appeals, he said. They 
also hope to benefit from an event 
hosted by Peoria Mayor John Kee­
gan in October. 

Artists displaying their work in 
Theater Works' lobby also are con­
tributing, splitting with Theater 
Works revenue profits from the 
sale of the work. 

Some of Theater Works' contri­
butions include $15,000 from Bank 
One in June, followed by $50,000 
from Arizona Public Service in July. 

Two of the campaign's most 
recent boosts were a $2,000 dona­
tion from Peoria City Council­
woman Vicki Hunt, who also 
serves on Theater Works Board of 
Directors, and her husband, Tom, 
in early August. 

Ms. Hunt also serves on the cap­
ital fundraising committee for the 
Peoria Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

"lam on the Peoria City Council 

--- - - -

Independent Newspapers/Julie Andreen 

From left, Mary Cress, Theater Works' volunteer coordinator, 
box office manager Sandy Langlotz and Theater Works 
Board President, Jack Lytle, stand beside an · architects' 
model of the future Peoria Center for the Performing Arts, 
Theater Works' future home. 
and the downtown is in my district, 
so I have a vested interest in seeing 
our downtown grow to its poten­
tial, both culturally and economi­
cally," said Councilwoman Hunt. 

Peoria businessman Thom 
Gyder, the president of Wilhelm 
Automotive, 8245 Grand Ave., has 
offered to match any contributions 
coming in, and ponied up $2,000 in 
response to the Hunts' donation. 

Phase II of the Peoria Center for 
the Performing Arts will start when 
Peoria receives $1 million in capital 
contributions from Theater Works. 
An additional $150,000 in.operat­
ing reserve costs and other miscel­
laneous costs also must be raised. 

A final $50,000 to cover pre­
opening expenses will ensure that 
Theater Works can take over oper­
ation of the Peoria Performing Arts 
Center. 

With the reality of a new home 
closer, Theater Works hopes the 
permanence of their new building 
will draw back former patrons. 

According to Mr. Lytle, many 
stopped supporting Theater Works 
in the midst of relocations from 
The Barn, a facility at 67th Avenue 
and Thunderbird, in 1996, to a strip 
mall at 99th Avenue and Peoria, 
and then to their current location at 
the former Sun City Lakes Club 
building. 

"Last year it was a make or 
break year," he said. "A lot of sea­
son ,ticketholders dropped out 
because there was confusion 
about yVhere we were going to be. 
A lot of them thought we had gone 
out of business." 

That confusion resulted from a 

quick move out of the strip mall 
ordered by Peoria's -fire marshal. 
Mr. Lytle admits much of the blame 
for the sudden uprooting is directly 
on Theater Works' shoulders. 

"We did things we should not 
have done ... there were problems 
with our electrical (system) and 
there were too many extension 
cords being used, for instance. We 
brought it on ourselves." 

As a nonprofit business with 
expenses such as $350 a day for 
rent, Theater Works needs to gen­
erate more public support, Mr. 
Lytle said. 

"We're always trying to come 
up with a way to get people 
through the door. We just want to 
provide a high-quality product lo 
the community. We don't want to 
make a billion dollars - we just 
want to break even at the end of 
the day." 

Once Theater Works makes it 
{Tiove, Mr. Lytle said while the com­
pany's core mission of educating 
children and adults interested in 
the performing arts and providing a 
high-quality service to the commu­
nity will remain in place, Theater 
Works' infrastructure - most 
notably the organizational side -
is already changing. 

"We have always been the 
friendly, community theater, bul 
things have to change," Mr. Lytle 
said. "We have to operate like W E 

belong in a $6 million building. J· 
hasn't been 'terribly painful, but i 
hasn't been painless either. 

"We have to follow througl 
and be accountable." 



VF THEATER (Performing Arts 

THE ARJZONA REPUBLIC WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2003 

Theater viewed · as vital to Peoria 
City, drama group OK agreement on facility 

By David Madrid 
The Arizona Republic 

A downtown Peoria commu­
nity theater will help bring 
businesses and homes to the 
area and revitalize the core of 
the city, which badly needs 
some help, city officials say. 

The theater is expected to 
open around August 2005, 
though the City Council would 
like to see it open sooner. 

The council approved an 
agreement with Theater 
Works last week that allows the 
performance company to be­
gin a fund-raising campaign to 
build the theater. 

Grady Miller, Peoria com­
munications and public affairs 
director, says the $5.6 million 
community theater will attract 
people to downtown, which in 
turn will lead to economic 
growth in the area. 

"There's several benefits to 
having the theater downtown," 
Miller said. "First and fore­
most, the theater will attract 
other desirable pieces to down­
town, such as retail, restau­
rants and other types of uses 
we currently do not have in the 
downtown area. 

"It will also allow the city to 
experience some economic ac­
tivities during the evenings 
and weekends. Right now, 

when you come downtown on 
evenings and weekends, 
there's nothing going on." 

Steve Prokopek, Peoria's 
economic development direc­
tor, said the theater will help 
the city meet its economic re­
development goals and create 
a unique environment. 

"I think it (theater) is impor­
tant because it's a cultural 
amenity and what we're trying 
to do is create a pedestrian ur­
ban living environment in the 
downtown area," he said. "The 
more types of cultural-type a-



menities you can have that peo­
ple can walk to, it just reaJly 
helps." 

Pokopek ' said the theater 
will ultimately become a piece 
of a cultural, commercial and 
residential mix downtown. 

Part of Peoria's goal down­
town is to attract more residen­
tial development. He points out 
that two s ingle-family develop­
ments south of City Hall now 
have some homes in the 
$200,000 range. 

With aboul 1()0 acres still 
available, there is room for 
more residential growth. 
Then, commercial develop­
ment will follow, Prokopek 
said. 

Although the area won't be 
able to compete with the city's 
commercial center near 83rd 
Avenue and Bell Road, it can 
make the original town site a 
vibrant and desirable place to 
live and visit, he said. 

The city could potentially 
use a portion of its half-cent 
sales tax to help Theater Works 
with some of the lease pay­
ments in the first four years. 
The sales tax money is meant 

for economic development, 
which is in keeping with what 
the city is trying to accomplish 
with the theater, Miller told the 
City Council. 

"We are banking a lot on this 
facility to do a lot of attract­
ing," he said. "We know that the 
theater itself, we will not be re­
ally making money on. It's a 
non-profit, and it's going to be 
our own property, so we're not 
going to receive property 
taxes off it obviously." 

Mike Guida, Theater Works 
board president, said down­
town businesses are very sup­
portive of the community thea­
ter. Typically, those who attend 
theater tend to be affluent. 
When they go to.a show, they 
usually have dinner, he said. 

"I would like to see a steak­
house go there," Guida said. "I 
know the city is counting on 
that." 

Reach the reporter at 
david.madrid@arizonarepublic.com or 
(602) 444-6926. 

Proposed Peoria Community theater 
Peoria has approved an agreement with Theater Works that allows the performance 
company to begin raising money for the community theater. 

f - - Peoria Ave. ---

Administration 

L --,._JD Box 
Building ~ office 
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Theater Works docki~g at 
Lakes Club for next 2 seasons 
RICH OTT 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

What was a temporary 
home for Theater Works in 
Sun City has become the offi­
cial one. 

The 18-year-old 
community-theater troupe 
will perform all Its shows for 
at least the next two seasons 
•at The Lakes Club. 10484 W. 
Thunderbird Blvd. 

"People were used to the 
old space (at 9850 W. Peoria 
Ave. in Peoria)," said Theater 
Works Artistic Director Scott 
Campbell, "but I think they 
will find It comfortable here." 

Theater Works lost Its 
former building on March 19, 

when Peoria Fire Marshal 
Howard Munding deemed It 
unsafe for public gatherings. 

The nonprofit organization 
scrambled to find temporary 
facilities for Its four remain­
ing shows of the 2002-03 
season, two of which were 
p r oductions of Wonder 
Works, the children's branch 
of the community theater. 

The Wonder Works shows 
ran at Peoria High School 
and Phoenix's Holiday Park 
Elementary School, while the 
two main stage productions 
- "A Delicate Balance" and 
"Parade" - docked at The 
Lakes Club. 

"Our patrons were telling 
us they sure enjoyed the 

experience of The Lakes 
Club," said Theater Works 
CEO Jack Lytle. 

The 35,000-square-foot 
facility, which overlooks View­
point Lake, has been empty 
since the club closed In 
March 2002. In January, 
Roskamp/ Sun Health Man­
agement Servtces became The 
Lakes Club's new owner, said 
Bill Molloy, managing mem­
ber of DevMan Company LC, 
Its property manager and 
leasing agent. E.ven while 
Theater Works was strictly a 
temporary tenant, Molloy 
made It no secret that the 
landlord would like the 

see THEA1BI WORKS, 15 

From A1 

community theater to move 
in full time. 

7 p.m. Friday. 
Campbell said the posi­

tives of the new digs are that 
they seat 30 more than the 
t roupe's previous home. 
olTers drop-olT lanes by the 
doors, has the scenic view of 
the lake out back, has 
restrooms located in the 
front, and overall ambiance. 

use. 
''The city of Peoria is ready 

to go - the ball is in Theater 
Works ' court." Lytle said. 
·once we have raised our 
first $100,000, the city of 
Peoria triggers a series of 
events that consists of the 
design stage. bidding, etc. 
Once we hit the 5200,000 
mark. they start the ground­
breaking phase." 

gala. tentatively set for Oct. 
27 at The Lakes Club. 

With the cost of fuctng the 
safety hazards at the the­
ater's old building exceeding 
5100,000. the wish of The 
Lakes Cl ub landlord was 
granted. 

Theater Works is using 
most of the facil ity's space, 
though within three months 
the community theater will 
share The Lakes Club with 
the Sun Health School of 
Nursing. Lytle said. The 
entrance to Theater Works 
then will be moved to the east 
doors. though currently the 
west doors mark the compa­
ny's box office. 

The community theater 
has a slew of shows lined up 
w run at the Sun City facili­
ty, including five Wonder 
Works productions. begin­
ning with .. Bye Bye Birdie" at 

One negative that has 
already been corrected is the 
seating. For "A Delicate Bal­
ance" and "Parade.'· most of 
the seats were folding chairs 
or lawn chairs. The compa­
ny's movie-theater seats from 
its Peoria building have since 
been brought over to The 
Lakes Club. 

·it looks like it is going to 
work out just fine ." Lytle 
said. 

Once the next two seasons 
are over . Theater Works 
hopes that Peo ri a's 
performing-arts building 

. downtown will be ready for 

"(The city of Peoria) has 
been incred.ibly supportive," 
Campbell said of Theater 
Works finding a temporary 
home in Sun City. "It's not 
like we are running away 
forever." 

Lytle and fund-raising con­
sultant Kristy Nordby are in 
the planning stages of the 
company's first fund-raising 

"Theater Works has been 
challenged over the last sev­
eral months. and we would 
not be where we are todav if 
not for the partnerships · we 
have." Lytle said. "There is a 
tremendous ground-swell of 
support that says \ve like the 
product. let's get over the"e 
bumps in the road and get on 
to the bigger and better ven -
ue.' which is not too far a\\'av. 
really." · 

"It's hard to stay optimistic 
a fter having a year like \\'e 
had." Campbell said. ··'.'\ot 
only are we still here. but H·e 
are still growing and getting 
better." 

Concac1 Rich 011 a1 76 
2554 or rocrttazcrib.com. 

The cast of "Bye Bye Birdie" rehearses at The L k . . MOUJE J.110PPES/DA1tv NE'A-s-su"' 

sh~w opens Friday. Wonder Works is the ch•,: e~ Club ,n Sun City, where the Wonder Works 
The Lakes Club its home for at feast the next't ren s branch · of Thea~er Works, which will call 
AB. wo seasons. For a review of the play, see Page 
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Theater Works docks at Lakes Club 
TEMPORARY 
DIGS: Director 
pulls off 'Delicate 
Balance ' 
RICH OTT 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Theater Works has found a 
temporary home for its last 
two s hows of the season. 

The Lakes Club, I 0484 W. 
Thunderbird Blvd. in Sun 
City. will be the site for the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning drama 
"A Delicate Balance.·· opening 
at 8 p.m. Friday. and "Pa­
rade." running May 9 to June 
I. 

"For a last-minute replace­
ment. it's fabulous." said "A 
Delicate Balance" director 
David Barker. "It could have 
been worse: we could be in a 
warehouse . somebody's base­
ment or a restaurant banquet 
hall. It's as good as any emer­
gency relocation one could 
expect." 

Theater Works Peoria facil­
ity at 9850 W. Peoria Ave. 
was shut down by Fire Mar­
shal Howard Munding on 
March 19 because he said the 
building was unsafe for pub­
lic gatherings. 

Thal left artistic director 
Scott Campbell with the task 
of finding a replacement stage 
for a ll of Theater Works' pro­
gramming (four shows total). 

One produclion. "Pinoc­
chio." will be presented a t 
Holiday Park Elementary. 
4530 N. 67th Ave. in Phoenix 

from Aprtl LS to 27. 
Another show. "The May­

flower Revue." origi nally 
scheduled to start March 27, 
was canceled because its 
actors were unavailable -for 
the remainder of the season. 
Theater Works plans to run 
that show next season in late 
September or early October. 

The final two main-stage 
productions have both found 
the same home. Campbell 
was able to rent the Lakes 
Club for the next two months 
because the establishment 
has been empty since closing 
a year ago. 

"It's empty room after 
empty room after emp.ty 
room," Barker said. "It's very 
eerte." 

But the director loves the 
club's cleanliness and vast 
space, especially the old 
employee lounge, which has 
been converted into dressing 
rooms for the actors. 

Ironically, "A Delicate Bal­
ance" is about a well-to-do 
family that belongs to a coun­
try club, which is mentioned 
often in the story;, So , it 
a lmost seems appropriate 
that the show will be per­
formed in an abandoned 
country club. 

The 35,000-square-foot 
Lakes Club. which overlooks 
Viewpoint Lake, was built 
more than 30 years ago by 
Del Webb lo help market Sun 
City. 

In January, Roskamp/Sun 
Health Ma nagement Services 
(no relation lo Sun Health) 

I 
Thlrlakes Club 
in Sun City will 
serve as a tem­
porary home 
for Theater 
Works, whose 
facility was 
closed by the 
Peoria fire 

V marshal in 
March for code 
violations. 

MOUIE J_. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

became the facility's new 
owner, said Bill Molloy, man­
aging m~rrber ot DevMan 
Company ~c .. thet property 
manager and leasing'·ag~qt. 

Molloy said plans . fqi\ fu.e 
site include buiicltll'g · a 
33,000-square-foot;tw<Fstofy 
medical building, which still 
leaves space to keep .the 
existing building. · 

"We are trying to find com­
patible uses for · it, because 
it's such a great facility," Mol­
loy said. "When Theater 
Works came a long just 
recently, what the landlord 
said was "Even though we're 
trying to lease it, if we can 
help them in the interim, let's 
work around it."' 

So Theater Works found 
its temporary home. Camp­
bell said he hopes his theater 
patrons don't get smitten by 
the clu b's lavish acoutre­
ments. as the community 
troupe still plans on having 
its Peoria building open in 
Lime for its 2003/2004 sea­
son premiere: "Picasso al the 

Lapin Agile" on Sept. 19. 
"A lot of people think we 

are not going to survive this," 
Campbell said. "We are defi­
nitely going to survive this." 

Ini t ia l estimates were 
$100,000 to bring Theater 
Works' home up to code, with 
the two. major issues being 
the sprinkler system a nd 
electrical wiring. 

Campbell expects to 
reduce that amount. 

'When you need a car, you 
need a car," he said. "It 
doesn't mean you are going to 
run out and buy a Lexus." 

The same architects who 
.will design Theater Works' 
future home in downtown 
Peoria are looking at ways to 
fix th e troupe's closed 
location. 

"They are trying to come 
up wilh a means where it is 
not quite $100,000," Camp­
bell said. 

Even if the total doesn't 
reach that mark. the 

see THEATER, A5 

JOY LAMBERT-SLAGOWSKI/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The cast and crew of "A Delicate Balance" are reflected in the 
ceiling mirrors at the Lakes Club, where the show wil l open 

Friday. 6 V £ R, 
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Terri Scullin of Scottsale, 
who plays Julia in "A Delicate 
Balance," puts on her shoes 
in the what was the employ­
ees' lounge at the Lakes Club, 
and now serves as Theater 
Works' dressing room. 

From Al 

community theater still needs 
a t remendous a mount of 
financial support. 

Peoria city council member 
Michael Patino is prepared to 
do his part. The Acacia Dis­
trict (mainly downtown Peo­
ria) member is trying to get 
approval for anywhere from 
$4.000 to $5,000 of discre­
tionary funds to give to the 
nonprofi t organization. 

"It's our discretion as a 
council member on how we 
would like to use our discre­
tionary funds." Patino said. "I 
would hate to see Theater 
Works close their doors. It's a 
nonprofit organization that 
helps the community." 

Patino - . whose district is 
the site of Theater Works' 
future building - said even 
though the current location 

IF YOU GO 
■ WHAT: "A Delicate Balance· 
■ WHEN: Through April 27 at 8 
p.m. Thursdays, Fridays and Satur­
days and 2 and 7 p.m. Sundays 
■ WHERE: Lakes Club. 10484 W. 
Thunderbird Road. Sun City 
■ COST: $17 .50, $15.50 for 
seniors and military, $14 for stu­
dents 
■ BOX OFFICE: 815-7930 

doesn't rest in his dis trict (it's 
in the Pine Dis tric t). he 
knows people from through­
out the city. and even state. 
pa rticipate in the troupe's 
programs as well as attend 
performances. 

"It is truly an organization 
that touches many lives, both 
young and old ," he said. "I 
would like to take action 
quickly. I know every day is 
vital to them. -

Pa tin o h o pes t o ge t 

approval by the end of the 
week on how much discre­
tionary funds he can allocate 
to Theater Works. In the 
meantime, the councilma n 
advises everyone interested in 
the a r ts to contribu te, 
whether it be $5. $ 10 or $20. 

"Any and a ll contributions 
would be welcomed," Patino 
said. "It's not the sum of the 
money that matters, all of it 
will be useful and benefit 
hundreds of people." 

And if one can't afford a 
financial donation, Theater 
Works is also accepting dona­
tions in sweat. On Tuesday 
about 15 volunteers helped 
with the process of cleaning 

out the theater's prop and 
costume rooms . two items on 
the fire mars hal's lis t that 
needs addressing before lhe 
building is allowed to reopen. 

Volunteers are welcomed 
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. to help staff with the 
numerous things that need 
attention. Volunteers are also 
needed on Satu rdays, though 
the building won't be open as 
la te. 

The th ing that worries 
Campbell the most is the lack 
of season ticket sales for next 
season since the building has 
been closed down. 

The 2003/2004 lineup 
consists of "Picasso at the 

Lapin Agile .. (Sept. 19 to Oct. 
12). "Sweet Charity"" (Nov. 14 
to Dec. 7). "Songs for a New 
World" (Jan. 9 to Feb. I). 
"Landlocked" (Feb . 13 to 
Ma rch 7). "All My Sons" 
(March 19 to April l l) and "A 
New Brain"" (April 23 to May 
16). 

To order season tickets. 
call 8 15-7930. And at the 
same time. donations for the 
nonprofit troupe would be 
accepted. 

"Last season we had 1.400 
season ticket holders," Camp­
bell said. "If each gave a $ I 00 
d o n a ti on. we'd be at 
$ 140,000 in no time." 
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'No' vote 
expected on 
Mt. View 
Critics' 'ballot-stuffing' 
a sore point with board 
By TIFFANY M. ENGELMANN 
Independent Newspapers 

The people have spoken. The people have voted. 
Through the whispers, yells, votes and petitions it appears 

that the majority of those speaking don't want a theater built 
at the Mountain View Recreation Center, or anywhere. 

But will the whispers, yells, votes and petitions matter? 

'No' vote likely 
The members of the Recreation Centers of Sun City board 

of directors, who arranged the public opinion balloting in 
May, and residents expect the "No" votes to far outnumber 
those in favor of the theater project. Results from the ballot 
boxes placed at rec facilities are expected to be announced 
this week. 

"Originally, I thought it would pass," says Ed Anderson, 
president of the rec board. "But now I assume it will proba­
bly be a 'No."' 

Opponents of the board's support of the plan to construct 
a $2 million performing arts center at Mountain View 
Recreation Center agree. 

"I think it will fail because of bad. improper wording," 
resident Joe Tomazitis says. "From what I hear, the consen­
sus of 012inion is that most peofle don' t want a theater at 
Mountalif,Vic1ii.♦' :_' ; " ·"' ( ~ ,,.•. •· ,',.t-t\.' ,'. ·•· · • · • • . 

The wording of the ballots has been questioned since the 
hcginning and many, like Mr. Tomazitis, suggest that the 
"confusing" language caused the people to vote no. 

W.R. Grace, who was involved in a fai led petitioning 
effort against the theater project, says the ballots were too 
confusing and therefore an accurate opinion of the people 
cannot be attain~. He does, however, expect the vote to be 
"No." 

"I would say on a scale of one to 10, I would give it a six 
that the people will vote no," he says. "That ballot is just so 
confusing." 

Surprisingly, Chuck Chadbourn, a rec board member, 
echoes that view. 

"The opinion poll doesn' t tell anything. It has no validity 
statistically," he says. "I would like to get the opinion of the 
people. That is not what we will be getting." 

Early-morning canvassing 
The primary question in the minds of many is, Why this 

result? 
The reasons for the expected response range from accusa­

tions of ballot stuffing by opponents to poor management of 
the situation by the rec board. 

Resident Bob Nutting, who has been a leader in the oppo­
sition camp, says he expects a 5-to- l vote against the pro­
ject. 

His involvement in the issue, however, is a sore point 
with the board. 

Mr. Nutting says in the last few weeks he walked through 
the neighborhoods near Mountain View "as soon as it was 
bright enough to see" and inserted a flyer into newspapers 
delivered to the residents. 

The fl yer read: 
" Please note that the ballot wording was designed to con-

See ■ MT. VIEW, Page 7 
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fuse the voters. Please sign in ink 
and mark an X in the "No" blank. 
Drop completed ballot in envelope 
provided, stamp. and mail immedi­
ately, since polling will end on June 
15th, as far as we know at this 
moment. Thanks for you help to 
preserve Mountain View. Bob 
Nutting." 

- ---- - --- - ---- - ---- ----- - ---------- ~ 

Mr. Nutting attached an envelope 
with his home address marked for 
those to return the ballots that he 
provided. 

He does not think hi s actions 
were deceptive or harmful. The 400 
to 500 ballots he received with a 
"No" vote, he placed in a ballot box 
at one of the rec centers, he says. 

The four "Yes" votes, he says he 
received, were discarded. 

"I had no intention of turning in 
'Yes' votes. If they want to vote 
yes. they can go to the rec center." 
he says. "I am doing this for those 
who want to save Mountain View." 

Mr. Nutting and his wife, Ellie, 
decided that this was their own per-­
sonal "crusade" to save their rci.:rc­
ation center. 

Mr. Anderson, however, doesn't 
believe Mr. Nutting's "crusade" 
was noble or honest. 

Photo by nttany M. Engelmann/Independent Newspapers 

"The opinion poll is no longer 
unbiased," he says. "The playing 
field is not level.'' 

Ellie and Bob Nutting await the results of the opinion poll regarding the 
Mountain View theater controversy. Mr. and Mrs. Nutting have invested 
many hours distributing flyers urging a "No" vote and hope the results 
reflect that effort. 

. Mr. Chadbourn believes the 
board handled the issue improperly 
from the beginning. 

"This whole thing was handled 
very poorly from a public-relations 
standpoint," he says. "We can't just 
ignore the people. And that is what 
happened." 

What happens next 
Regardless of the results, the 

board now must decide what action 
to take. 

Mr. Anderson admits that the 
board has not looked into anything 

• specific at this time, but will soon. 
Several options exist, he says. 

by the members' opini ons,'' Mr. 
Tomazitis says. "If it fails, abandon 
it. .. 

Mr. Grace sugges ts the board 
hold off on any decision until the 
situation can be put to an official 
vote, on the December ballot. 

Mr. Chadbourn says he and the 
other board members will investi­
gate other options. The first thing 
the board should do, however, is to 
remove the Foundation, a not-for­
profit arm of the board, from the 
situation, he says. 

The board could abandon the 
iss ue, continue the project as 
planned, or could take complete 
control of the project by eliminat- ' 1 • 

ing the role o f the S un City 
Foundation in raising funds for the 
theater, he says. 

Abandoning the project is what ,, 
some residents' advocat~."!::,·, , l ' · • 

"The opinidh ' poll is th~ 
1
bpinion 

of members, and if a 'No' vote is 
the majority, then they should abide 

- --- ------------- - - -

"We ncc<l to move it back to the 
way it should he," he says, alluding 
to the rec board's responsibility for 
capi tal projects, like the construc­
tion of softball fields or new facili­
ties. 

Until the hoard meeting at 9 a.m. 
June 27 at the Sundial Recreation 
Center, nobody wi ll know what the 
board will do with the the,1tcr pro­
ject. 

But, according to Mr. 
Chadbourn, "For now, it is dead." 
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Meeker 
backs 

, 

theater 
By J.J. McCORMACK 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - The man who over­
saw the development of Sun City 
says a performing-arts theater is an 
unmet need in the retirement com­
munity. , 

John Meeker, former president of 
Del W~bb Development Co., said a 
ca_mpa1gn now under way to raise $5 . 
m1lhon for a Sun City theater is not : 
overly ambitious. :, 

"Rea_lly, this is nothing unusual for 
Sun City. I'm surprised it took so 
long (for t_he . campaign to begin)," 
~eeker said m a telephone inter­
view from his home in Paradise Val­
ley. 

"The naysayers have always been 
there. They would naysay anything 
you would propose as ambitions be­
cause they feel that somehow it will 
c_ost you some money for opera­
tions." 

"But Sun City is still prospering. 
The houses are being resold. ... 
There is a need there (for a theater). 
!here always was a need there. It 
Just never got met." 

The Sun City Foundation the 
fund-raising arm of the Recr;ation 
Centers of Sun City, is heading up 
the theater campaign with manage-

See Backers kick in, A5 
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Backers 
kick in 
$130,000 
- From Al 
ment ass'istance from a private 
consulting firm. 

The first phase of the cam­
paign, the formation of an 
executive steering committee 
composed of local civic, busi­
ness and cultural leaders, is 
winding down. The second 
phase of the campaign, solic­
iting financial contributions 
and volunteer commitments 
from leaders and members of 
Sun City performing-arts 
groups, kicked off last month. 

Meeker is one of 39 people 
recruited to date to serve on 
the executive steering com­
mittee. Sid · Menk, a retired 
Presbyterian minister, is the 
committee chairman. 

Menk said steering com­
mittee members have pledged 
in excess of $130,000 to the 
campaign. 

"$5 million isn't a lot of 
money in this town," he said. 

"If the people of Sun City 
want something like this, we 
can get it," Menk said. 

Meeker s_aid he agreed to 
serve on the steering com­
mittee because he still has a 
"strong feeling for Sun City" 
and believes that residents 
have " demonstr ated they 
really and• truly need such a 
facility. 

We thought so in the '70s, it 
just wasn't possible then be­
cause of budget constraints," 
he said. 

A multi-use theater was 
originally part of the design 
for the Bell Recreation Cen­
ter, but the $4- to $5-million 
price tag proved too steep, 
Meeker said. 

"It can happen. The hospital 
is a perfect example. They 
(Sun City residents) don't have 
to have everything handed to 
them. The people there are 
very self-sufficient. It's a 
tribute to them that they've 
operated the hospital and the 
rec centers - albeit with a 
few arguments along the way 
- and they've done a good 
.iob. They've kept them up." 

Meeker said he will do' his 
part for the theater project by 
soliciting contributions from 
cor porations and foundations. 

Joining Menk and Meeker 
on the executive steering 
committee for the theater 
project are: Ed Anderson 
Lynn Arend, Alfred Barke; 
Marjorie Boone, Mary Elle~ 
Danley, Quillian Ditto, Mil­
dred Engleberg, Nancy Gil­
keson, Tanya Griffith, Byron 
Healy, Sue Irons, Dr. Richard 
Jaynes, Rebecca Johnson 
Bernard Kligfeld, Scharlott 
and F. Lapham, Esta Mandell, 
Sam Marocco, Ken Meade 
Alice Muehl, Rbbert Norris', 
Lynn Ormandy, Charlie Out­
man, Floyd Parker, Dee Par­
sons, Mildred Pederson, the 
Rev. James Reaves, Glen 
Sanberg, . Frank Smith, Ron 
Stetzel, Gerald Unger, Irma 
Zillessen, the Rev. Fran Park 
Grace Chamberlain, Mar; 
Jane Bowen, Henry Fokens, 
Robert Harris and Dixon . 
Wightman. 
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Bell Center chosen site for proposed arts theater 
Rec board approves 'tentative' location for new facility 

Bell Recreation Center at the 
corner of 99th Avenue and Bell 
Road is home to some of the com­
munity ' s most prominent Iirnd­
marks: a replica of the Liberty Bell 
and a statue honoring the founder 
of Sun City. 

And now the facility may soon 
add to its list of amenities a small 
performing arts theater. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City ·Board of Directors last week 

designated an area located on the 
south side of Bell Center as the 
home of a proposed performing 
arts theater. 

Backers of the theater have 
recently undertaken a fund drive in 
an effort to gain financial support 
for such a facility. According to Ed 
Anderson, president of the board, 
selecting a tentative site for the 
theater answers one of the most 
frequently asked questions: where 

will the facility be located? 
"The board approved tbe Bell 

location as a tentative site, with the 
understanding that should plans 
regarding the performing ans cen­
ter alter in the next two years, the 
site could be changed by a future 
board," he adds. 

The Bell site was one of two 
locations considered. The board 
also considered a site north of the 
Sun Bowl. 

The Rec Centers Board of Directors has agreed to allow backers of a 
performing arts theater to build the facility near Bell Recreation Center. 
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Drive for Sun City theater renewed 
By .Lori Baker 
Staff writer 

· SUN CITY - A fund-raising 
drive to build a performing arts 
theater in Sun City has officially 
started. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City reactivated its nonprofit Sun 
City Foundation so that tax-<ie­
ductible donations can be made for 
the theater. 

"For years, performing arts 
groups and others have been 
somewhat handicapped in their 
efforts to promote the arts in Sun 
City," said <korge Hartman, Sun 
City Theatre 2000 Committee 
spokesman. 

"There is a die-hard nucleus of 
people who have been hoping that 
someday they would have a place 
of their own similar to those who 

are bowlers, golfers, and arts and 
crafts enthusiasts." 

While its neighbor - Sun City 
West - has the Stardust Theatre 
and the Sundome Center for the 
Performing Arts, Sun City does 
not have an indoor performing 
arts theater. 

The effort to build a theater was 
revived earlier this year when 
Gerry Unger, president of the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City 
board, requested a survey on 
proposals for the Sun Bowl, which 
is an outdoor amphitheater. 

Many people responding to the 
survey said they wanted a theater 
or to convert the Sun Bowl prop­
erty to a theater. 

The rec centers board decided to 
encourage a theater group to be 
formed 6to obtain contributions 

from Sun City residents and busi­
nesses for a theater. 

A group of about 50 Sun Citians 
have created the Sun City Theatre 
2000 Committee. Committee mem­
bers have toured performing arts 
facilities throughout the Valley to 
get ideas on how the Sun City 
theater should be designed. 

The size, location and cost of the 
theater have not been determined. 

Possible locations are the Sun 
Bowl, 107th Avenue and Claire 
Drive, and the Bell Recreation 
Center, 99th Avenue and Bell 
Road. Both properties are owned 
by the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City. 

Hartman said he hopes an 
architect will donate design serv­
ices for the theater. 

The theater not only would give 

Sun Citians a new entertainment 
venue but it would help generate 
business for Sun City merchants 
too, Hartman said. 

He said Sun City retailers will 
be hurt when the new Arrowhead 
Towne Center at 83rd Avenue and 
Bell Road opens this fall. 

"The community must find a 
solution to that problem," Hart­
man said. "With the proper pro­
gramming of theater events -
particularly those attractions from 
outside the community - it will 
certainly act as an offset to any 
loss of business of retailers." 

Individuals wishing to make a 
donation may send a check to the 
Sun City Foundation, 10626 W. 
Thunderbird Blvd., Sun City 
85351. 
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Morge Murphy, of the Sun Cities Television Production Club, tokes notes during a 
meeting of the Sun City Theater 2000 project. 

Theciter project 
en~ers ne"" stage 
By BRITT KENNERLY 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - The group's 
name, at least for now, is Sun 
City Theater 2000, but mem­
bers are hoping to see ground 
broken for a performing arts 
theater in Sun City in late 
1994. 

And in the interim, the 
group, composed of members 
of Sun City performing arts 
groups, is considering a name 
change, poring over. archi­
tectural p lans and proposing 
fund-raising ideas for the 
theater. 

In a Saturday meeting at 
Lakeview Recreation Center, 
the group's performance sub-. 
committee met' with architect" 
Duane Von Fange to , study 
Von Fange's proposal for a 
theater. 

Those in attendance also 
discussed changing the name 
of the project to the Sun City 
Theater Project, said Alice 
Muehl, president of the Sun 
City P layers theater group and 
a member of the proposed 
theater's design and per­
formance committees. 

"We haven't taken any offi­
cial action, but some people 
have the mistake n impression · 
that we mean 2,000 seats or 
that we won't be building until 
the year 2000," she said. 
"Originally, that was our time 
frame, but things are going 
much faster than we · ex­
pected." 

How big and where the 
theater will be, as well as how 
much it will cost, is still up in 
the air. 

"But we're definitely on the 
road," said Sue Irons, chai r­
woman of the performance 
committee. "We're looking at 
a lot of options and would 
h ope that we can break 
ground in the next year or 

· ·year and a half." 
Before the project can ac­

tually begin to take shape, 
several things must be decid­
ed, Irons said. 

While some Sun Citians 
want a theater with around 
600 seats, which would cost 
about $2 million, others want 
a larger venue, with about 
1,500 seats - one that could, 
for example, have retractable 
walls and cost up to $4 million 
or more. 

In the meantime, Muehl 
said, members of Theater 2000 
have "at least a dozen" venues 
they'd like to examine for i­
deas, and that "many" archi­
tectural designs will be exam­
ined. 

On July 22, members of the 
Theater 2000 group will glean 
ideas for design during a bus 
tour of theaters in the greater 
Phoenix area. 

Stops will include the 
Chandler Center for the Arts 
and the Red River Opry in 
Tempe, as well as several high 
school theaters. 

Interested parties are in­
vited to s ign up for the bus 
tour; riders will pay in­
dividual expenses. 

For information, call Alice 
Muehl at 972-6605. 

Under consideration for the 
Sun City theater site, Irons 
said, are Bell Recreation 
Center and the Sun Bowl, 
where members say the thea­
ter could be built without de­
stroying the existing am­
phitheater. 

Residents wishing to donate 
to Theater 2000's development 
fund . may send checks, ear­
marked for the Sun City The­
ater Project, to the Sun City 
Foundation, 10626 Thunde r­
bird Blvd., Sun City, 85351. 
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Architect puts new si,in On 
Sun City tlieat8r plan 

Compromise design could solve 
concern over arts center size 
By IAN MITCHELL 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Some local per­
forming arts groups wa nt a small 
theater, othe rs want a large audi­
torium. One architect says he can 
make them both happy. 

Saturday the des ign committee of 
the Sun City Theate r 2000 group 
heard an innovative compromise -
building a single theater whi ch fits 
both size descriptions. 

Architect Chip Shay, with the firm 
of Rossman, Schnieder, Gadbery and 
Shay, discussed building a turntable 
theater, in which a portion of the 
seats in a large auditorium are built 
on a turntable similar to a gigantic 
Lazy Susan. 

The turntable has its own rear 
wall, so that when it turns 180 de­
grees, seats on the turning portion 
are cut off from the main auditorium 
and form their, own, smaller theater. 

With a turntable theater, "you have 
the ability to carry on seve ral pro­
grams at the same time," Shay said , 
demonstrating the conce pt with a 
mode l. 

The costs of a turntable theate r 
vary greatly with size, Shay said, 
adding that a good estimate would be 
between $3,500 and $4,000 a seat. 

Shay said his company has de­
s igned about 35 theaters using the 
turntable concept, including the 
auditorium at Agua Fria High School 
in Avondale and the Chandle r Center 
for the Arts. 

His firm has a lso designed tradi­
tional, non-turntable theate rs, in­
cluding the auditorium a t Dysart 
High School. In Sun City, Shay's 
company was responsible for the re­
roofing of the Sundial Recreation 
Center pool in the late 1980s. 

Committee members who visited 
the Chandler Center for the Arts 
were e nthusiastic about the turn­
table concept, but Ed Victor, a di­
rector with of the Sun City Players, 
said he was concerned that it would 
be difficult to raise the money neces­
sary to build a large theater. 

The Sun City groups who want a 
large theater hire ou ts ide pe r­
formers, Victor said. "Of the ten 
groups that put on pe r formances, 
none of them require a very large 
aµdi ence." 

Design Committee Chairwoma n 
Rebecca Johnson said the group was 
planning a series of vis its to theate rs 
around the Valley and would h ear 
p esentations from a numbe r of dif­
fi rent architectural firms. 

The turntable has its own 
rear wall, so that when it 
turns 180 degrees, seats 
on the turning portion are 
cut off from the main 
auditorium and form their 
own, smaller theater. 

"We a re not making decis ions yet, 
we a re putting input in," she sa id. 

J ohnson said the committe e woul d 
conduct a su rvey of pe rforming arts 
c lubs, including n on-ch a rte r e d 
groups, to d ete rmine what s ize thea­
ter the groups would pre fe r a nd how 
ofte n they would use it. 

Art Williams, vice preside nt of the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City a nd 
secretary of the theate r committee, 
spoke be fore Shay's pre sentation 
about the proposed theate r' s size. 

The Sun City P layers a nd some 
othe r performing a rts groups have 
called for a 500-600 seat theater , 
while membe rs of the Sun City Organ 
Club have sa id a theater of about 
1,500 seats is necessary fo r the ir 
productions. 

Williams said the Organ Club's 
productions did not require seeing 
the organist and could take place in 
Sundia l Auditorium. 

" I would not like to see us get 
bogged down on this one proble m," 
h e said. "Let's compromise." 

Afte r the meeti ng, Organ Club Vice 
President R ay Dan fo rd sa id us ing 
Sundia l Aud itorium would b~ u n­
acce ptable to his group because 
people attend ing orga n re cita ls like 
to see the organist. The portable 
seats in the a uditorium a re uncom­
fortable a nd the acoustics a re poor, 
he added . 

During the meeting, Willia ms said 
converting Mountain View a udi­
torium, whi ch had been p roposed as 
one solut ion , would not be practi ca l 
because of publi c opposit ion to 
changing the e xisting facil ity and the 
cost of upgrad ing the f'ac ili ty. 

"Please don't a nyone ever think 
a bout conv<'rt ing Mountain View into 
a theate r ," he sa id . 

George Ha rtma n, recreation cen­
ters board member , annou nced that 
the Sun City Found atio n is being 
reactivated to accept donations in 
the theate r fund-rasing e ffort. Unlike 
the recreation centers, the fou nda­
tion has 501-c-3 tax status, which 
makes contributions to the founda­
tion ta x-d eductib-le. 
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Architect Chip Shay uses a model to explain a multi­
use theater concept to the Sun City Theater 2000 

Rick D'Ella/Dally News-Sun 

Design Committee. The committee met Saturday to 
discuss plans for a proposed theater. 
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Panel for 
By J.J. l\'lcCORlUACK 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - A proposal to bui ld a pe r­
forming arts theater for Sun City's r e tirement 
community gained momentum Saturday \\'ilh 
the establi shment of Sun City Theate r Com­
mittee 2000. 

During a meeting sponsored by the Sun City 
Players, a perform ing arts club, a bout 30 re p­
resentatives of othe r loca l perfo rm ing a rts 
groups volunteered to ,vork on d ifferent as­
pects of the theater project. 

Gerald Unge r , p resident of the Recreati on 
Centers of Sun City, agreed to ser\'e as the 
committee's pres ide nt until a per mane nt 
chairman is se lected at a future meet ing. 

Art Willi a ms volunte e re d to ser\'e as com­
mittee secretary. 

A committee vice p resident and t reasure r 
were not named and subsequent meetings 
were not scheduled. 

Performing group re presenta tives chose 
chairmen for each of four subcommittees 

s to push theater 
formed Saturda~·. 

Rcbcec-a Johnson ,,·ill chair the Theate r De­
sign panel, Art Wi ll iams ,·:il l chair the Con­
st ruction panel. Cha rles Outman will cha ir th e 
Finance pa nel and Sue Irons \\'il l chair the 
Perfor mance Groups panC'l. 

Represented at Saturday·s meeti ng \\'e re the 
Sun City Choraliers, the Sun City l\Iusicia ns 
Club, the Sun City Chamber :'.\lusic Society, the 
Sun City Organ Club. the Sun City Male 
Cllont::-. the Sun City \\'omen ·s Cho rus. the Sun 
Ci ty Ha rmony Orga n Club and the Desert­
Aires. 

Sun City Theater Commi ttee 2000 grew out of 
a recreation cente rs sur\'ey in J anuary seeking 
members' input about the Sun Bowl, the com­
munity's seldom-use d outdoor auditorium at 
107th Avenue and Claire Drive. 

In add ition to overn·helming support for 
keeping the Sun Bowl. the sun·ey gene rated a 
fl urry of call s, lette r s and petit ions in support 
ofan ind oor theate ~ 

Unger d etermined a com mittee was needed 

to steer the project with help from the ce nters. 
"I know it's summer, but we can't wait. We 

have to organize and get started ," he said. 
Unger said the design a nd finance sub­

committees are critical to the project. The 
design subcommittee must deter mine an op­
t imal s ize for the theater, while the finance 
committee will be charged with determining 
how to pay for it. 

" I can see us raisi ng a couple million d ollars 
in memorials, commitments and gifts . ... The re 
are a ll kinds of ways that we can fina nce 
theaters," he said. 

The design subcommittee's task may prove 
most difficult, beca use some local perfo rming 
arts groups want a large theater , others are 
thinking small. 

The Sun City P laye rs, for example, want a 
"small, congenial," theater with between 500 
and 600 seats, said Ed Victor, a past president 
of the group. 

"We want a theater that's more or less in-
See Size to, A5 



Size to play key role 
-From Al 
timate and viewable," he said. 

Victor expressed hope the 
theater committee won't get 
bogged down in details too 
early and wind up foundering. 
That was the fate of two pre­
vious groups that attempted to 
get a theater project off the 
ground, he said. 

A 1,500-seat theater is 
projected to cost $4 million; a 
600-seat theater $2 million. 
The theater committee also 
may explore refurbishing the 

550-seat Mountain View Audi­
torium at a projected cost of 
$500,000. 

Outman, a former finance 
officer for the Chicago Opera 
and a Midwest musical theater 
consultant, warned · against 
building a small theater. He 
said a 600-seat theater will not 
support itself. · .. 

A larger theater, with 1,200 
to 1,400 seats, "is the only way 
you can make 'these things 
support themselves," he said. 

Theater proposal recalls earlier effort 
Daily News-Sun staff 

The plan to build a theater 
in Sun City has a familiar 
ring to Vincent De Francis. 

De Francis was vice pres­
ident of the Recreation Cen­
ters of Sun City Board of 
Directors and president of 
the Sun City Foundation in 
1987 when he organized a 
meeting of Sun City clubs to 
discuss the construction of a . 

r 

performing arts center. 
The theater was to"he built 

on land owned by the recre­
ation centers without the fi­
nancial support of the cen­
ters. 

The planned arts center 
never materialized, and De 
Francis said Sunday he 
wasn't sure if the newly 
proposed theater would 
succeed. 

" I question whether it 
would be for the same rea­
son that I didn't find it a 
success," he said. "People 
say 'Yes, yes, yes, we need 
it!' but nobody wants to 
help." 

The Sun City Foundation, 
a non-profit, tax-exempt or­
ganization, was formed in 
1986. The foundation . was 
originally intended to sup-

port recreation centers ac­
tivities, but became in­
dependent of the centers in 
1989. · 

One of the foundation's 
major causes was the · con­
struction of a performing 
arts center, but' the group 
has been inactive for several 

-. Years - it was unable to 
raise funds or recruit vol­
unteers, De Francis said. 


