


This journal is dedicated to all those who helped Del Webb make Sun City a
succ: . While many were involved, several warrant mention here for recognizing
potential opportunity where experts saw only failure. Joe Ashton and Tom Breen
investigated the feasibility of an adult community, and recognized what it would
take to make it successful. The first step was to convince their boss, Jake Jacobson
— who ran the company day-to-day — and he quickly became an enthusiastic

ipporter.

They had done the research and had a successful concept in hand — when in
walked Jim Boswell with the tracts of land that would be needed. Boswell, too, saw
opportunity, and invested in 1e new community. With that, they had everything
they needed to get a green light from Del Webb.

One more 1 was to have a great impact on the new community — John
Meeker. The community was four years old, sales were lagging, and people weren’t
yet a community. Meeker was given the responsibility to fix things — and he did!
He took the dollars being poured into national advertising, and spent them on the
residents. Community events and dinners soon created the friendly environment
that drew resi 'nts together. As he anticipated, they soon became the advertisers,
telling friends and relatives back home about their exciting and active lives under
the warm, clear Arizona skies.

There were many more Webb men and women who helped make Sun City an
attractive destination for those post-career years. But it would be the residents who
gave shape to the community we enjoy today, setting aside time to help run the
community, as well as provide services that make this a neat, safe, and caring place
in which to live.

Del Webb expressed it well when he said, “Concrete, steel, and lumber make the
buildings, but  :ople make the community. Together, we can realize a way of life
unprecedente n America.”

Finally, a special “Thank You!” to Jane Freeman, Glenn Sanberg, Rita Wright,
and the others who had the foresight to begin collecting and preserving the history
of Sun City some 25 years ago. The Sun Cities Area Historical Society that they
founded is still going strong, and served as the primary source for the content of
this journal.

Happy Anniversary, Sun City!






















































































































































































