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INTRODUCTION 

The design of a place of worship offer s a consuming 
challenge to the architect , The customary ut i li tarian 
st ructure must give way to an added dimen sion - the 
appearance of mak ing a statement embodyi ng acceptable 
symbo li c relig ious forms , 

The interior, conveying a sense of relaxed meditation, must 
be receptive of the liturgical mood it attempts t o create , 
The congregation must feel this sense of wo rship as it 
enters the sanctuary, 

As we developed this book, we realized that most of the 
churche s represented he re began as small congregati on s 
requiri ng on al l-purpose structure se rving worshi p as well 
as social and cultural needs. As the Sun Citi es grew, 
church membership inc reased also, requi ri ng an enlargement 
of the ori ginal bu il ding or, a new sanctua ry, In addition, 
the space requirements for the vari ous act ivi tie s related 
to the particular conce rn s of these congrega t ions resulted 
in the development of church complexes that differ, in many 
instances, from those in a typi ca l urban community , Rooms 
for Sunday Schoo l and other youth activit ies, for instance, 
ore replaced by relatively large meeting ha ll s, chape ls, 
1 ibraries, rooms for discussion groups and religious 
education, 

It is not t he purpose of this book to feature chu rch 
acti viti es, however , form usuall y follows function so i t 
seems appropr iate to mention some of the octivi ties that 
influenced the design of these churche s , 

Many Sun Citions express their social concerns by 
participating in church initiated act ivities , The va r iety 
and extent of these activ itie s become quit e evident as one 
exam ines the pages of this vo lume , 

One of the most recently formed community organizations 
involving the use of church fac ili ties is Interfaith 
Se rvices , In 1981 the Sun Cities Ministerial Association 
initiated Interfaith Services , to se rve the many needs of 
the frail elderly and provi de soc ial contact for the l0nely 
thr ough Adult Day Health Centers at severa l churches , 

To sa tisfy spatial requirements for the eve r increasing 
number of commun ity oriented activities and an assurance 
that membersh ip would grow as the community expanded, these 
churches embarked on long range planning programs . Planned 
ex pans ion permitted architects to arrange these added 
foci! ities to create Intimate, restful ga rdens or courts, 
These Pleasant spaces su rrounded by covered walks and 
buildings became a rather disti nctive pattern for many 
churches in the Sun Cities , 

There is also a conside rabl e seasonal fluctuation in church 
attendance , During the winter month s attendance at the 
Sun day services increases consi~erably , The inf lux of "snow 
birds" attracted by the delightfully mild winter weather, 
makes it necessary for the larger congregations to plan for 
a temporary enlargement of the sanctuary by manipu lating 
flexi ble partitions t o permit a spac ious narthex or mee ting 
hall to become part of the sanctuary , 



To provide these special facilities and assure adequate 
room for expansion requires considerable land, Most of 
these congregations require sites of at least three to four 
acres. Fortunately the Del E. Webb Corporation realized the 
prob I em and the importance of church activities to the 
people of the Sun Cities. Specific area s in these planned 
communities were al located to satisfy the requirements of 
the various denominations. 

Primarily for economic reasons the familiar towe r is often 
omitted in the design of contemporary churches. A t ower 
becomes less significant amid the cluttered and often 
heavily treed communities, It obviously became apparent t o 
those responsible for the design of the churches in the Sun 
Cities, that a tower would be a desirabl e feature of the 
architectural composition, Thi s area, a relati vely flat, 
open, sparcely treed desert community of one story 
dwell ings allows church tower s to stand up and be counted . 
They are vis ible from a considerable di stance and become 
signifi can t features in the cityscape, 

It seems appropriate to clarify a term frequentl y used in 
this book to signify the main body of the church. The area 
where the congregation is seated in the traditi onal church 
form is cal led the nave and the word sanctuary reserved 
for the focal point of the church, where the tradi ti onol 
choir and al tor were located. Many of our contemporary 
churches, however, are designed with the pews in an 
auditorium type arrangement to permit the congregation to 
be as close to the minister or priest as possible. 

The interior of these churches no longer have a di sti nct 
nave, s ide aisles and sanctuary but rather one large open 
interi or, and it has become customary for member s t o refer 
to the interi or, where the service is con ducted, as the 
sanctuary, Therefor, thi s term is used t o identify tha t 
portion of the church whereve r appropriate. 

This vo lume contains pen and ink ii lu strat ions of the 
existi ng 37 churches of Sun City and Sun City We st , 
Although there ore s ignificant churches beyond the borders 
of the Sun Citie s, establ ishi ng outlying limit s fo r the 
book' s coverage pr oved to be impract ical, 

The wide angle inte rior perspectives graph ica ll y 
ii lustrated in thi s vo lume would be imposs ibl e t o obtain 
with a camera without objecti onable distortion . we ore 
deepl y indebted to Emil C. Fi sc her, wh o spent more t han 
three years creating these pen and ink draw ings . The 
shori ng of hi s uniaue ta len t is a singul ar example of the 
generous spirit whi ch hos always been a mark of the sun 
Citi es . 

The spiral binding will perm it us to augment t he con tents 
of thi s volume peri odicall y as s ignifi cant additi ons t o our 
family of churches occur s . The binding will al so permit 
individual pages to be inserted or removed without damage 
to the book. 

The Sun Cities Area Histori cal Society rec ogn izes the 
churche s of the Sun Cities for their cooperation in 
fur nishing material for th is publication. 
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EVANGEL ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

When the Rev. and Mrs. Charles W .H. Scott arrived in Sun 
City in 1972, it was their dream to establish an Assembly 
of God Church. The early services were held -In the home of 
A. Pizzi. A nucleus congregation had been formed for a new 
church but facilities were a problem. Finally, the 
commun I ty rooms were obtained at two of the First Federa 1 
savings and Loans Associations. One was used for Sunday 
services and the other for Friday night services. The first 
Sunday of August 1972 marked the opening service with 
thirty people in attendance. 

Robert A. Sikes, pastor of Eastside Assembly in Tucson, 
sent 35 youths to survey the conmunity for the new church; 
and in 1973 the Pre-Easter Bible Crusade was conducted. 

1 n July 1975 a 3 1/2 acre site was purchased at 10701 
Boswell Blvd., and ground was broken for a house of 
worship, Easter 1978 services were held in the new edifice 
designed by Montgomery A. Greene. 

Ten years later, May 19, 1985, marked the ground breaking 
service for a new building program including a new 
educational unit. Following completion of this building, 
the sanctuary was completely remodeled to seat 550 people. 
The architect for this project was Roe Messner of Wichita. 

The church practices the congregational form of government 
and is sovereign in pastor election, property ownership and 
business management. Worship is non-liturgical with a 
strong emphasis on music, prayer, praise and Bible centered 
preaching, 

View of entrance motif from parking area 
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The sanctuary of Evangel Assembly of God was extensively remodeled in 1986 
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BELLEVUE HEIGHTS CHURCH 

AMERICAN BAPTIST 

Upon the invitation of Dr. Lee Jeffords, Area Minister for 
the American Baptist Churches of the Pacific Southwest, 19 
Baptists living in Sun City met on November 21, 1971 at the 
First Federal Savings and Loan conference room. This group 
continued to meet with Dr. Jeffords and became the American 
Baptist Fellowship, Fifteen persons responded to the 
invitation to membership in April 1972 and by the end of 
the year membership was 37. On April 11, 1972 the 
congregation had voted to become the American Baptist 
Church of Sun City, Arizona. 

Dr, Charles Bel I, Jr., of California became the pastor in 
October 1972. The congregation voted to call the new church 
Bellevue Heights Church, American Baptist, Ground breaking 
ceremonies were held at 9440 Hutton Drive in January 1975, 
Francis A. Schulz was the architect, Membership had reached 
107, By June the building was finished and a dedication 
service held October 5, 1975. In 1984, as membership 
increased, a new sanctua ry was designed by Dean L. Glasco 
Architects Inc. A separate bell tower, conspicuously 
vis ible as one drives north on Burns Drive, is the central 
motif of a columbarium - "The Garden of Memories." 

At present the church is giving support to three 
out-of-state churches and one in Prescott, Cottonwood and 
West Phoenix. Local mission g1v1ng includes Community 
Services in El Mirage, Centro Adelante Campesion, Urban 
Indian Ministry of Phoeni x, Hopi Mission School, Tonto Rim 
Baptist Camp, the Valley Christian Brothers of Phoenix and 
Rainbow Acres. 

The morning worship began broadcasting live over KHEP 1280 
AM on April 12, 1987 - Palm Sunday, 
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Bell tower and garden for meditation. The garden contains a columbarium 
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Belleview Hei ghts Baptist Church and bell tower as viewed from Hutt on Drive 
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Sanctuary of Belleview Height s Baptist Church 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

The organizing pastor Rev , Eugene Virt fo r this chu rch 
ar ri ved in November 1971. Under his leadersh ip the church 
was officially organized Ap r i l 30, 1972~ Authorized by the 
First Southern Baptist Church of Phoenix, this was the 
first church in the Southern Baptist Convention to be 
estab l ished by all 0 over 50° adults, The church was used as 
a model for a fi lm str ip and slides used t hroughout the 
United States to establish ministries wi th re t irees and for 
dealing with the older members t hroughout the Sout hern 
Convent ion, 

Recognizing the need, trustees were elected in 1975 to 
establish a retirement center. The Arizona Southern Baptist 
Retirement Centers, Inc ,, was formed and subsequently 
constructed "Hines Village, now cal led 0 Baptist Village 0 in 
Youngtown , In 1982 the operation was signed over to the 
Baptist Foundation of Arizona Southern Baptist Convention, 
Private apartments were sti l l avai lable, as well as 
supervisory care, in the newly built Cook Care Nursing 
Center , 

Classrooms, a 1 ibrary and space for offices were added in 
1982 , The church recently engaged the services of Architect 
Steve Thompson to design and remodel the existing 
buildings, The new sanctuary is scheduled for completion by 
January 1988 at 11019 W, Peoria Avenue , 

Over 80 members of this active cong regation volunteer 
throughout the community and a special ministry for widows 
and widowers has been in operation for seve ral yea rs, The 
local congregation has sponsored six other congregations in 
the Phoenix area , 

En t rance to cou rt showing the present bell tower 
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Inte ri or of present sanc tuary of the Fir st Bapti st Church 
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Proposed new sanctuary of the First Baptist Church viewed from Peoria Avenue 

15 



16 

SUN CITY WEST 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

In Ju ly 1978, a letter was published in the Daily News-Sun 
expressing interest in beginning a Southern Baptist Church 
in Sun City West, Dr, C, Melvin Ratheal, associate pastor 
of the First Baptist Church in Sun City, answered the 
letter stating the Southern Baptists had applied for a site 
in t hat area, 

Plans were formulated for those interested to meet in the 
Alco Theater, Sun City, The new cong regation wou ld be 
spons ored by the North Phoeni x Baptist Church's Mission 
Cammi ttee , Dr, C, Me I vin Rat heal was asked to become the 
fi rst pas t or and he accep ted the ca ll, 

The ve ry first se rvice was held on Easter Sunday mo rning, 
1980, with nine membe rs of the congregation plu s 83 guests 
from the North Phoenix Church in attendance , 

The cong regat ion wanted to establish the chu rch so they 
transfe rred their se rvices to the community room of the 
Home Federal Sav ings and Loan in Sun City West , As 
membership increased, they again moved to the Western 
Savings building, 

Groundbreaking ceremonies fo r the present church at 17419 
Conqu istador Drive, were held in February 1983, and t he 
first worship service was held in tl1e new t,ui I ding on 
Christmas Day , 1983 , with 114 in attendar,ce , It was 
designed by Design Associates Architects Inc, 

The unusual ly shaped ora nge -red roof and wh ite cross 
attract the attention of moto ri sts as soon as they leave 
Sun City on Bel l Rood . The inte ri or walls and ceiling 
fol low the pattern of the exte ri or and concentra te 
attention on the pu lpit, baptistry and choi r, 

Al t hough the present membership is relatively small, there 
is conside rab le social and missionary activity among 
membe rs of the congregation, Cross and geometric roof fo rms at ent rance to parking area 



View of church from Conquistador Dri ve 
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Interior of sanctuary Sun City West Baptist Church 
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GRACE BIBLE CHURCH 

This church started in early 1975 when residents of the 
area gathered for Bible study, in the homes of those 
interested in organizing a local church. 

Under the direction of Dr. Jared F. Gerig, the church on 
January 1, 1976 lea sed the Alco Theater fo r worship 
services. Loter services were moved to Fairway then Bell 
Recreation Centers. On October 26, 1980 the Fell ows hip Holl 
was dedicated and services were held there. This active 
congregation soon outgrew the facility and in 1986 engaged 
the services of Dean L. Glasco Architects Inc., to design 
the present 600 seat sanctuary, The present group of 
buildings, located at 19280 99th Avenue, comprise a 
1 ibrory, counseling and prayer rooms and rehearsal rooms 
for the choir. 

The church believes in the Bible as the Word of God. vihile 
its statement of faith differs little from the main line 
denominations, its emphasis on biblical preaching and 
missionary outreach appeals to a large segment of today's 
Christion population. 

In its outreach, the church supports seve ra l projects 
outside the contientol United States. Locally, it supports 
the Phoeni x Gospel Mission, which ministers to the street 
people of Phoeni x, and the Southwest Indian School, which 
supp lies education to ch ildren from 19 tribes in Arizona 
and New Mexico. 

The Ladies Missionary Society projects supp ly items to 
mission hospitals in Africa and the Navajo people at 
Christmas time. 

Masonry planes fold back into the tower 
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The recently completed sanctuary of Grace Bib le Church viewed from 99th Aven ue 
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. of new sanctuary, Interior 
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ST. CLEMENT OF ROME 
CATHOLIC PARISH 

St. Clement of Rome, The 4th Pope, was the second Ca tho! ic 
church organized in Sun City, In 1969 Bishop Edward McCarthy 
of the Diocese of Phoenix authorized the formation of the 150 
member congregation, and the Rev, Harry Morgan was the first 
pastor. Masses were celebrated in the Sunland Memorial Park 
Chapel. Francis A. Schulz Architects Ltd., designed the 
present church ot 15800 Del Webb Blvd. The stained glass 
windows designed by Mrs. Ode! Prather of Philadelphia ore a 
significant feature of this imposing church. Particularly 
impressive are those in the west entrance where the symbolism 
reminds the parishioners of the reasons why they attend their 
parish church, A she! tered approach to the main sanctuary 
from the parking lot through the formal garden prepares the 
congregation for the service. Some may visit the restful 
Prayer Garden ond medi tote before the statuary grouping of 
Mary and her parents, 

For several years the parish has sponsored Bible study 
classes with instruction provided by a staff member of the 
Kina Inscitue of Phoenix, The public is invited to 
participate, 

St, Clement's facilities ore made ovailable to community 
service organizations for meetings and special events, An 
addition to the parish hall, complete in 1984, is mode 
available to Sun City Interfaith Services to operate as an 
adult day care center five days a week. 

Membership has grown to 3,500 parishioners, many of whom 
participate in the Men's Club and St, Clement's Guild 
(women's group), These two groups, as part of the commitment 
to human services, support local, as we! I as county-wide, 
charities with funds generated by members' activities. 

View of Prayer Garden, 

The sculpture represents Jesus' grandparents and young Mary 



Exterior of s 
mosaic attach:~ 

Clement of R to th ane · The d e masonry rowing h wall facing De l sows the proposed 
Webb Blvd, 
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This gardened court provides a restfu l transition fo r those enter ing St, Clement from the parking area, 
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
CATHOLIC PARISH 

The Most Reverend Edward McCarthy, Bi shop of the Roman 
Catha! ic Diocese of Phoenix, announced on July 14, 1976, 
that a third parish would be estab l ished in Sun City, In 
September of that year, boundaries were formally ann~unced 
and the parish was named for the first native born American 
to be cannon ized as a saint - St, El izabeth Seton , 

The Rev , Pau l Smith was appointed the founding pastor . The 
cooperation of the adjo ining parish, St , Clement of Rome, 
for daily Mass and the offer of chapel facilities at 
Sunland Memoria l Park, pl us t he offer f rom the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City for the use of the social hal l in Be l l 
Center for two Sunday Masses, was invaluable, 

In formulating plans for the church comp lex it was decided 
to erect a structure that wou ld appea r app ropriate to the 
Southwest , A native Phoenician, Arc hitect Bennie Gonzales, 
was chosen to design this rel ig ious complex , His des ign, 
inc luding dome capped towers and semi -circular 
passageways, recalls Spani sh mission churches of the 
Southwest , 

Ground breaking took place October 21, 1977, with the fi rst 
Mass being celebra ted in the new church on July 14, 1979, 
just three years after the announcement of t he new pa r ish , 
The church, located at 9728 Palmeras Lane, was ded icated in 
October , 

Occasiona l ly, re t i rement in Sun City presents prob lems for 
those who have not only moved from a total !y different 
environment but have also altered the i r routine, and the 
pa ri sh he lps in this transit ion , Assistance is also 
prov ided to the needy, the bereaved, the homebound and a 
numbe r of church affi li ated organ izations are invo lved in 
socia l , cha r itable and liturg ica l functions , 
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Interior of the nave showing the barrel vaulted ceiling and clerestory lighting, 
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The indi vidual buildings of St , Elizabeth Seton, reminiscent of Spanish mission architect ure, surround a pleasant court. 
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ST. JOACHIM & ST. ANNE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

The formation of this parish actuol ly began in 1957 by 
residents of Youngtown, meeting in the Youngtown Coornunity 
Center, As numbers grew, Sunday Moss was moved to the Sun 
City Town Holl <Fairway Center) in October 1960, This was 
the first parish erected expressly to serve a retirement 
community, The altar "boys", oil being over 55 years of 
age, were responsible for the creation of a new 
designati on, "Knights of the Altar Society," 

On Morch 18, 1961, Bishop Francis Green of the Tucson 
Diocese, appointed Rev, Palmer H. Plourde as the founding 
pastor. St, Jooch im, the .grandfather of Jesus, was chosen 
as the Patron Saint. In August of that year ground was 
broken for the church at 11625 111th Avenue, and midnight 
Moss was celebrated that Christmas Eve, In 1969 the church 
become port of the Diocese of Phoenix, In 1975 Father 
Plourde completed a beautiful shrine to Our Lady of 
Lourdes, creating a quiet spot for meditation. 

The Bishop of Phoenix granted permission in 1980 to include 
both St, Joachim and St, ' Anne, parents of Mory, as Patrons 
of the parish. Statues of this holy couple hove been 
erected both inside and outside the church. 

The interior of the church was completely remodeled in 
1986, 

Since the parish is debt free, surplus funds ore used to 
assist financially troubled schools, parishes and 
individuals. 
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Statues of St. Joac~im and St. Anne 

greet the congregation as they enter the church 
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An unusual bell tower dominates the view of St. Joachim and St . AnneChurch from 107th Avenue 
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The recently remodeled interior present s o very pleas ing ond colorful environment for worship 
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Madonna Holl viewed from Marble Drive 
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Interi or of Ma donna Hol l , Our Lady of Lourde s , At presen t thi s fac ility is used for worsh ip in addi ti on to soc ial gatheri ngs 
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Elevation of the proposed new church, Madonna Hall is shown at the ri ght 
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Interior of the sanctuary - First Christian Church 

38 



SUN CITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

Tw o impos i11g tower s f la11k the ent rance to t he loggi a that 
welcomes the congregati on fr om the enter ing courtyard. 

Up on approaching the church, by way of t he court, visitors 
wi l I see many ca rved paneled door s de pic t ing religious 
event s, places and anc ient myths associ ated with t he 
development of the Christian Chu rch. Colo radian Oliver J . 
Knuts on was corrrnissi oned to prepare these carving s. They 
illustrate a variety of rel igious themes . The double doors 
of Fe! lowship Hal I i ll us t rate the "White Dove of t he 
Desert," the restore d miss ion at San Xavie r de! Bae near 
Tucson. Other panel s i llustrate scenes and events fr om the 
Bible and outstand ing personal i ti es assoc iated with the 
hist ory of the Protestan t Church. Some pe rsons have sa id of 
the carving on the doors, "They are the Gospe l in wood 1" 

On November 3, 1974, Dr. Har tzell Cobbs preached the fir st 
sermon to the newl y organized cong regation in the Lakeview 
Recreation Center. At the cl ose of t he service 32 per sons 
uni t ed as a congrega tion and became the nucleus of the new 
church. 

a 4-acre plot was pu rchased at 98t h Avenue and Pal meras 
Lane and ground breaking ceremon ies were held November 11, 
1979, to begin construction of the church designed by by 
Architect Duane van Fange and As sociates . 

Recently a memorial chapel and addi t ional off ices were 
compl eted . 

:.: 

. ·_ . . . . . ~:·: 

. . .·•··•···">'·:';';'.?!)'Sig;/{f/Y§rYT'i'¥di1/<Mi~J 
. ' . 

An attractive fountain is the central motif of the garden approach t o the church 
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Thi s view of the church was sketched from the intersec ti on of 98th Avenue and Pal me ras Dri ve 
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The sanctuary of Sun City Christian Church 
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CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY 
Tl1e Christian Science Society, Sun City West, is currently 
:;1eeting in the Sun City v/est Savings and Loan colffilunity 
room . Des igns for a church bui l ding have been prepared by 
Glasco Architects I nc . Construction is sc heduled t o sta rt 

i n the fall of 1987 at Meeker Bl·;d cind Trai l Ridge Drive . 
These foe i lit ies wi 11 provi de space f or a Reading Room, a 
ref erence library, bookstore and othe r activities includi ng 
public lectures sponso red by the Board of Lectureship of 
the Mothe r Church on topics of world interest . 



FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST , SCIENTIST 

Smal I in number but large in zeal, a group met informally 
in the Sun City home of Earle and Violette Atkins on April 
28, 1961. Their goal was to provide Christian Science 
church services for the area, 

The fir st service was held May 14, 1961, in the Sun City 
Community Center (Oakmont Center), The Sun City group was 
officially recognized by the Chri stian Science Board of 
Directors in Boston, Ma ssachusetts on April 12, 1']52, as a 
Christian Science Society, A Sunday School was started i;; 
August 1963 for children in the surrounding col!lTiunities as 
no children lived in Sun City , The Sunday School has 
con tinued wi thout interrupti on and now includes the third 
generation of one family , 

A Christian Science Reading Room was opened in May 1964 on 
t he corner of 106th and Peoria Avenues, It has an extensive 
library of Bib l e commenta rie s and dictionaries in addition 
to the King James ve rsi on of t he Bible and Science and 
Health with Key to th e Sc riptures by Mary Baker Eddy, The 
Christian Science Monito r, Jou rnal and Sentinal are also 
avai !abl e, 

On Moy 13 , 1965 t he Society , when its growth was recognized 
and requirements met, became First Chu rch of Christ, 
Scientist, Sun City, Youngtown , 

Also in May a building s ite on the corner of Clair Drive 
and lOlst Avenue wa s purchased and a year later Gabor 
Lorant Architect Inc., was chosen to design the building, 
The first service was held in the new building on August 6, 
1967, Dedication of the debt f ree edifice was on March 24, 
1974, The name was changed in March 1970 to Fir st Church of 
Ch rist, Scientist, Sun City, Arizona. 

Entrance to garden, meeting . rooms and off ices from parking lot 
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Interior of the sanctuary 
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

A nuc l eus of only ten people meet ing in the corrmunity room 
of Western Savings and Loon at Boswel l and Bell Rood i n Moy 
1976 , under the aegis of the Congregational Christion 
Churches, was the start of t he chu rch, The Rev , John 
Alexander was the founding pastor, 

The church is a member of the Nat ional Fe llovish ip of 
Congregational Churches that preserves the historic 
trad it i ons of freedom and fellowship wh ich were established 
by the Pilg rims who voyaged here i n 1520, 
Cong regat ionalists emphasi ze faith, fre edom and fellowship, 

A Cong regat ional Church acknowledges no particular creed 
but emphasizes the r ight of eac h person t o freedom of 
conscience and the right of pr ivate Judgment regarding 
inte rpre tJtion of the Scri pture withi n the structure of a 
be! ief of God ond i n an accept ance of the teach ing s of 
Jesus as found in the New Testament, 

It recognizes the validity of all reli gious expressions f or 
those wh o hold them sincerely and be l ieves in cooperat i on 
in the religious community , 

Sunday brunches, Wednesday eveni ng fellowsh ip held in 
Alexander Hall, and Fr i day afternoon tea times i n the 
Minister ' s home , have become cus tomary and extend 
acq uai ntance and f r iendship among church members. 

The church , loca ted at 18401 99th Avenue, wa s designed by 
Francis A. Schu lz Architect s Ltd . , and dedica ted February 
1982 , Extensive additions , inc luding Al exander Fel lowship 
Ho ll, were added in 1985 , 

View from parki ng area 



Congregational Ch urch sketched from 99th Avenue 
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Sanctuary of Congregational Church 
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ALL SAINTS OF THE DESERT 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Sundial Recreation Center oudi tori um was home for the 
223 founding members in 1973 under the guidance of the 
Reverend Howard W, Blackburn, Vicar , Three year s later the 
congregation engaged the services of Duane Von Fonge & 

Associates to design the present church complex, located at 
9502 Hutton Drive, 

Al 1 Saints started as a Mission of its Mother Church, St , 
Christopher's, as the need increased for another Episcopal 
church ill the northern area of Sun City, and it rapidly 
developed into the largest Ep iscopal congregation in the 
area, 

It hos always been the pol icy of the church to cooperate 
with the Ministerial Association of Sun City and to toke an 
active part in the va riou s community services, such as the 
Easter Sunrise and joint Thanksgiving services, 

The church and it's various men's and women's 
organizations, contribute on a regular basis to charitable 
groups such as the Westside Food Bonk, The Salvation Army 
and similar charities serving those in need. Financial and 
volunteer support is also given to the Southwest Indian 
School . Many of its members serve as volunteers working 
regularly at the local hospitals and schools in EI Mirage 
and Surprise. 

The regular schedule of services include a Healing Service 
once a week, regular church services on Saturday afternoons 
and two services each Sunday, at which oil baptized persons 
ore welcome to participate in the Holy Eucharist, 

As a summary of the church's mission, the following 
statement adopted on January 28, 1981 is oppropos : 

The purpose is to proclaim the gospel of Jes us Christ 
in the Episcopal tradition to its members, all 
unchurched resident s of Sun City, and all others 
within the reach of its voice and influence. 
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Entrance to All Saints of the Desert 
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View of All Sai nt s of the De sert from the pa rking area , 



Sanctua ry, Clear glass windows behind the altar permit a view of on enclosed garden 
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CHURCH OF THE ADVENT 

EPISCOPAL 

The Right Reverend Joseph Heistand, Bishop of Arizona, 
authorized the formation of this Sun City West congregation 
in 1979, The initial group of ten people met in the home of 
Mr , and Mrs. Otto Becker. The Reverend Henry Goetz was the 
first priest. 

The present church constructed in 1985 at 18150 Spanish 
Garden Drive, was designed by Christensen-Miller and 
Associates to satisfy the needs of this growing 
congregation, It is a pleasing arrangement of 
characteristic elements of the early mission churches of 
the Southwest, 

In order to utilize plant forms indigenous to this region 
the landscaping employs grass rather sparingly as a design 
accent, and relies an a pleasing arrangement of plants that 
thrive in this semi-arid climate with a minimum of care, 

One approaches the sanctuary frcxn the parking area under an 
arch supported covering, The rugged exposed wooden trusses, 
textured walls and simple farms of the interior are very 
consistent with the exterior treatment, The interior 
receives natural lighting through appropriately detailed 
stained glass windows, 

The congregation has access to an exterior columbarium 
secluded by a wall. This area, aptly named All Souls 
Chapel, contains a rugged wood al tar and wooden cross . 
Special services are held in this outdoor chape l on Al 1 
Saints Day, 

In addition to the usual church activities this relatively 
smal I but active congregation is rapidly extending its 
outreach into the surrounding area. Its members actively 
support Centro Adelante and the Westside Food Bank, 
Community ecumenical · services have been he! d in this church 
for the past two years. Entrance from the parking area 
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View fr om Spanish Garden Drive 
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Sanctuary of the Church of The Advent 

54 



ST. CHRISTOPHER'S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The year 1961 marked the inception of a dream of a few 
people for on Ep iscopal chu rch in fledgling Sun City , The 
dream of the se few pionee rs eventual Jy resulted in St , 
Ch rist opher ' s as we know it today , Father Harold Adorns 
suggested the name St , Christopher, patron sa int of 
travelers , becau se al I members of thi s church come here 
from another locality , The distinctive fea ture of the 
church ' s exte ri or is a Corraro marble stat ue of St , 
Christ opher carrying t he Christ child, 

The first se rvice was held in the Youngt own Community Hou se 
in early 1961; then as the congregation grew, it moved to 
the Community Center (Oakmont) in Sun City and later to 
To11n Holl (Fairway ) , By November the Rev , Horry G, Secker, 
J r ,, a po rt - time vicar , began holding regular se rvices , 

By Augus t 1963 the Rev, Howard W, Blackburn a rri ved as the 
first full ti me vicar and ac ti vi ti es accelerated . Ground 
was broken at 10283 Peoria Avenue for the chu rch designed 
by architect M, E, Srnko , February 15, 1964, By February 
St, Ch ri st opher' s ga ined parish status, Add itional 
facili tie s were needed and four years later on enla rged 
parish house, Harte Hol l , was completed , 

In 1977 a building improvement program added a Northex plus 
an oddi tion that increased the seating copaci ty of the 
sanctuary to 300, 

The Sun City Chapter of the International Order of St , Lu ke 
the Physician , on interdenominational healing order, was 
organized in 1975 , The Shephe rding Program was instituted 
recent ly to improve communication and fellowship among 
parishione rs through neighbo rhood clusters , 

Sta tue of Sa int Christophe r with the Ch r ist Child 
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Sketch of Saint Chrisopher's Episcopal Church from Peoria Avenue 
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Sanctua ry of St. Christopher's 
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BETH EMETH CONGREGATION 

The Jewish Community of Sun City autho ri zed the 
organi zat ion of the Beth Emeth Congregation in 1967, The 
name Beth Emeth means House of Truth, Regular conservative 
se rvices were conducted at va ri ous recreational centers an d 
private homes until this Synagogue was completed in May 
1987 , Mox Gimpel, on artist resident of Sun City and member 
of the congregation, designed the temple and its fine 
symbol i sm exhibited in the stained glass windows and 
fu rnishings , 

The building complex, located at 13702 Meeker Blvd, 
includes a 1 ibrory that opens off a small chape l for daily 
services in addition to the main sanctuary , The cei li ng of 
the temple, supported by lam inated t imber beams, sweeps 
upward towards the main focal point - the two tablets and 
the Holy Ark, The eternal 1 ight is also included in the 
composition , 

The carv ing on the bronze doors of the Hol y Ark depicts a 
representation of the old city of Jerusalem , Flanki ng this 
central fea ture are two nar row windows of stained gloss -
colorful symbolic representations of the 12 Tribes of 
Israel framed by a tallith or prayer shawl , 

The ex terior complements t he design of the inte ri or , A 
composition of the two tablets of the Ten Commandments and 
the Meno rah is the central feature of the East facade , The 
Me no rah - a seven -branched candelabrum, has six branches 
plus the central shaft, The seven candelabrum rep resent 
completeness or a perfect 1 i fe, The Menorah is the oldest 
symbol of Judaism , The architectural character of the 
exterior design reca lls simi lar architectu ral details of 
the Temple of Solomon, 

The 250 members of Beth Emeth Congregation participate in 
various coITTTiuni ty support projects such as Westside Food 
Bank, El Mirage Sen ior Center, Jewish Bra i lle Institute and 
Meals on Wheels, 
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Detai l of front facade 
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View from Meeker Blvd, 
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 

In Ap ri I 1969, twenty-nine people jo i ned together t o form 
what was then known os Congregation Beth Shalom, 
Application was made for affi li ati on with the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, parent body of the Reform 
Jewish Movement , Rabbi Albert Michels became t he fi r st 
spiritual l eader in December 1971, 

Like many other beginning wo r ship groups i n Sun City, 
serv ices we re first held at the Fairway Rec reation Center 
then later at Sundial Recreation Cente r. On March 17, 1978 
the cong regation 's new home, designed by Architect Stanley 
Stein, was official ly dedicated and the name established as 
"Temp l e Beth Shal om and Jewish Community Cente r." The 
congregation had in mind a foc i Ii ty which would be much 
more than just a place for worship and included a libra ry _ 
meeting r ooms an d On eg Shabbot (soc i al ha ll ) , 

These fac ilities are made available fo r other community 
groups and the sem i - annua 1 adu 1 t education cou r ses a re 
attended by both Temple members and thei r Chris ti on 
f ri ends , 

To supplement the paid staff , a large group of voluntee r s 
ass i st wit h of fic e and other Temple functions , The Temple 
is administered by six office r s and a twelve member Board 
of Trustees, 

A recent addition, a multi-purpose room f or Saturday 
Evening Service, wa s designed by Duane von Fange and 
Associates . A Biblical Ga rden has been incorporated into 
the landscaped area in front of the Synagogue , On Jewish 
Arbor Day nu B' Shevot) different trees men tioned in t he 
Holy Scriptures are planted and benches hove been placed in 
this area for rest an d contemplation , 

Entrance f rom 101st Aven ue 
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Interior of the Snyogogue 
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AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

This church hos been active in the local community s ince 
its organizati on on Feb ruary 9, 1975. The budget, inc ludes 
each yea r : the Community Fund, Sun City Area Transit, 
Westside Food Bonk, Interfa i th Se rvices and the Good 
She pherd Home . The cong regation is a member of the 
Community Counc il, t he Sun Cities Min i ste ri al Associ ati on 
and the Ecumen ica l Education Counc il . Many me mbers ore 
invo lved as vol unteers in local hospi tals and other heal th 
co re facilit ies, Inte rfa i t h Adul t Doy Co re Cen t ers, 
Sheri ff ' s Posse, the PRIDES and SCAT as we ] l as ot her 
organizations . The congregation al so gives help to needy 
fomi l ies. 

The church supports the Lutheran Ministry Center in 
Surprise and El Mirage, A bui lding was purchased for 
residents of Su rpr ise in 1984. This center provi des a fu l l 
time pastor and director of activities and prov ides 
tutoring and counseling in addition to wo rship and 
educational se rvices. 

As the cong regation developed, its members en! isted a 
port -time director of Social Mini stry to counsel those with 
special needs, brought on by re-location and/or family 
crisis , to serve as a consultant for pastors and to serve 
as a link between parents and children for away . 

Cur rently the church is giving twelve $1,000 scholarships 
each year to young people attending a Lutheran college or 
university, The congregation supports campus ministry work 
at Arizona State University and Northern Arizona 
University , 

Groundb reaki ng ceremonies in October 1976 marked the sta rt 
of construction for the present 650 seat sanctuary and 
fellowship hol l, at 17200 Del Webb Boulevard, designed by 
Carl Irving, Architect, The first worship service was held 
Ju ly 24, 1977 with dedication ce remonies on November 6, 
1977 , Dr . Elmer J . Hjortlond was ass igned as the first 
pastor . The firm of Francis A. Schulz Architects Ltd., 
designed a chapel in 1986, and on educational wing in 1987 
enclosing a very restful ga rdened interior court , A new 
class room building wi 11 be cons tructed in the nea r futu re 
to complete the enclosure of the ga rden, View of bell tower from the garden 
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The sanctua ry - sketched at the intersection of Del Webb Blvd, and 107th Aven ue 
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In te r ior of the sanct uary , Ame r ican Lu theran Church 
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FOUNTAIN OF LIFE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Th irt y three per sons attended the f i rst service on November 
16, 1966 at Fa irway Recreation Center, The Rev , William C, 
Pebler, pastor of Christ Lut heran Church in Phoenix, 
con ducted the se rvice , 

In 1976 the Southern Californi a District of the Lut heran 
Chu rch, Missouri Synod, assigne d the Rev, Henry Elfman the 
pasto rate, The present congregati on was formally organ ized 
in May 1968 and Sunda y services continued to be held in 
Fairway Center , 

In 1969 a chu rch si te was pu rchased at 15630 Del Webb 
Bou levard and Francis A, Schulz Arc hitects Ltd ,. was 
engaged t o prepare a desi gn for the first unit of this 
religious complex, This sanctuary vrns completed an d 
dedicated in 1972 , 

The congregation grew rapidly as Sun City expanded and in 
1979 the fellowshi p ha ! 1 and the sanctuary were enla rged , 
The fi rst pipe organ in Sun City was installed in May 1987, 
to provide approp r iate accompaniment for the 50 -voice 
choir , 

Duri ng January 1986 t hi s congregation transfe rred 81 
members to help fo rm the Crown of Life Lutheran Ch urch in 
Sun City West, 

The Lutheran Women ' s Missionary League not only supports 
projects he re and abroad bu t gives many hours of se rvice t o 
the needy and f rail elderl y of the community, A Ch ri st ian 
Care Group as s is t hospi ta! ized and homebound pe rsons of 
thi s cong rega ti on , The fel lowship hal l se rves many 
communi ty group s as well as t he needs of the church, 

A Bra il le Wo rk Cen ter wil l be established soon to pri nt 
rel igi ous mate rial for t he Luthe ran Braille wo rke rs of 
Yuca ipa , Cali fornia fo r worl dwide dist r ibution , 

The name "Fountai n of Life" was taken from Psal m 36: "For 
with Thee is t he fountain of life; in Thy li ght shal l we 
see 1 ight ," Exteri or of chancel from parking area , 

Note the pyramidal structure of st a ined glas s ove r the cross ing 
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Fellowship Holl & Founta in of Life Church viewed from Del Webb Blvd , 
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Interior of the Nave 
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LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The Lutheran Church in America and the American Lutheran 
Church established a mission in Sun City West in 1979, and 
this small group of Lutherans held warship services at the 
R, H, Johnson Center lecture ha! I , 

In November 1981 the church was official !y organized with 
160 members, The Rev, Charles Ruby was the first pastor, 

By 1984 the congregation had expanded sufficiently to 
require the purchase of 4 ,6 acres at 13724 Meeker 
Boulevard, The firm of Francis A. Schulz Architects Ltd,, 
was engaged to design the sanctuary and other areas 
necessary to care for the religious and social needs of the 
congregation, Although the seating in the sanctuary is 
I imi ted to 400, a very flexible arrangement permits 
expansion to an additional 200 seats , This structure was 
completed and dedicated in 1986, 

The imposi ng building presents an attractive arrangement of 
triangular forms to those approaching the church on Meeker 
Boulevard , 

The geometric forms of the pu!pi t, al tar and cross seem 
very consistent with the angular lines of the interior, 

The rose window features a conventionalization of the 
figure of Christ, "The Lord of Life," radiating blessing 
and power while the flowing blue values of the glass in the 
flanking windows suggest rivers of life-giving waters, 

This relatively new, energetic, well organized 
congregation, through its church ministry, has instituted 
Bible classes, study groups and other services to aid the 
religious welfare of its members, 
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View of the tower and the exterior of the chancel 
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The Lord of Life Church viewed from Meeker Blvd. 
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Interior of the Lord of Life, Lutheran Church, The baptisma l font is located to the front, left 
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OUR SAVIOR 
EV ANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A large rugged crass first attracts the attention of 
persons passing by the Lutheran Church at 9824 103rd 
Avenue. It all began with a gathering of about 60 people, 
mainly from Wisconsin, at Oakmont Recreation Center in 
1972. One year later the sanctuary, designed by Architect 
Duane Anderson of Milw.iukee, Wisconsin, was ready for 
dedication, In 1984 th e c~-:mcel was extensively renovated 
by Architect Karl Krauss. 

Although Victor Schultz was the first minister, the Rev, 
Frederic Nitz has been pastor since 1978 , The congregation 
of Our Sav ior is affiliated with the Milwaukee-based 
Wisconsin Synod, one of the more conservative denominations 
of the Lutheran Church. They believe the Bible is inerrant 
and all doctrine and practi ce is based on a literal 
interpretation of the Bible . 

Because this branch of Lutheran doctrine had its root s in 
Wisconsin, it particularly attracts people from that area 
and, therefore, remai ns relatively smal I in number s . At 
present t his congregation totals approximately 125 members. 

Although small in number, their influence is far reaching, 
The congregation and pastor are particularly concerned with 
miss ion responsibilities. In addition to support for the 
Arizona Lutheran Academy, the Rev. Nitz devotes 
consi derable time to religious affairs of the Apache Indian 
Nation . 

This Synod has been working with the Apaches since 1893, At 
present, the pastor supervise$ and advises eight Apache 
congregations regarding religious matters. The congregation 
is involved with the construction of a $900,000 school 
project at East Fork, Arizona, 

Bible classes, the Ladies Guild, as well as these mission 
activities, assume important roles in the activities of 
this church . 
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Detail of remodeled front facade and bronze cross 
73 





of the sanctuary Interior 
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SHEPHERD OF THE DESERT 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A small group of residents met in the home of John and Ruth 
Zil ien in the fall of 1960, under ,the leadership of Dr, 
Albe rt Schwertz , The United Lutheran Chu rch in Ame ri ca 
recognized the cong regation in April 1961 and 125 people 
met for services ot the Community Center (Oakmont) , The 
first pastor was Rev , Maxwell Walton, 

The church is the second Christian cong regat ion organ ized 
in Sun City, and is the mothe r congregat ion of the American 
Lutheran Chu rch and Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Sun 
City West, 

The original re li gious complex, located at 11025 111th 
Avenue, was completed in 1963 , The arch i tectu re of the 
interior is mo re traditional than most of the recently 
completed Sun City chu rches , One is conscious of a nave, 
chancel and transepts in this cruciform plan , The height of 
the nave is accent ua ted by the upward sweep of the pointed , 
laminated wooden arches support ing the roof, The al tar is 
flanked by delicately out! ined symbolic figures depicting 
the "Shepherd of the Desert," 

Many original min i st er ial orograms originated in this 
church, It is particJlar!y knbwn for its caring and se rving 
ministry which today includes sponso rsh ip of an Interfaith 
Day Care Center and providing space for Emot ions Anonymous , 
Presently, consideration is bi: ing given t o establish a 
Parish Nu r se Program as pa rt of thi s min i st ry , 

Last yea r (1986) the cong regation completel y renovated the 
ori ginal facilities, including Walt on Hall, a soc ial hall, 
choi r rooms and an educationa l unit, Franci s Schulz 
Architects Ltd,, did the renovation, 

The cong regati on, which now numbers over 1,000 members, is 
active in educational work among adults and fami li es , It 
operates a Sunday Sc hool for children and is well known for 
its annual Vacation School , 

Remodeled front facade 



Drawing of remodeled c hurch with new additions as se ' 111th Avenue en fran 
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The nave of the Shepherd of the Desert 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Nine ty people assembled in the Community Center (Or1kmont) 
in 1964 to form the first Methodist congregation in Sun 
City, The Rev, Duane Thistlethwoite and Mr, Raymond Corson 
directed the formation of this congregation, and Rev, 
Thistlethwoi te become the first minister, A smal 1 formal 
garden, for rest and medi tot ion, was created by his fomi 1 y 
and named in his honor, 

Two years later 
architect Richard 
105th Avenue , 

this thri ving congregation engaged 
Butz to design the sanctuary at 9849 N, 

In 1973, 
Rev, W, 
abso rb s 

Mcllnoy Fellowship Holl, dedicated in honor of the 
McI!noy, was added to the sanctuary, This space 
any necessa ry overflow from this 1,000 member 

congregation . 

At this some time the pre sent office space and choir 
rehearsal room were al so enlarged rn1d the chancel 
remodeled . Another addition , Nicholson Hall, is used for 
workshops and meetings, 

The congregation participates in the Sun City Community 
Council and Interfaith Servi ces to assist in providing 
adu lt core and cr isi s counseling to members of the 
congregation and community, 

In addition to the usua l chu rch activities and appropriate 
Bible studies, this active congregation sponsors retreats, 
tours, musicals and other special events during the year. 
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Thistlethwoite Gorden 
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First United Methodist Church viewed from 105th Avenue 
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Interior of S onctuory 
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LAKEVIEW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

82 

Organized Morch 22, 1970, 240 people attended the first 
se rvice. Formation of the cong regation was authorized by 
the United Met hodist Conference. The founding Pastor was 
the Reverend Leonard Smoot and servi ce s were held in the 
social hall, Lakeview Recreation Center. 

The presen t church, built in 1973 at 10298 Thu nde rbird 
Blvd . , and designed by the firm of Francis A. Schulz 
Archi tec t s Ltd,, hos a rather unique structure that crea t es 
an inspirational environment for worship , 

Upon ente ring t he sanctuary worshippers ore attracted to 
the upwa rd sweep of the wood trussed roof. The Greek Cross 
fl oor plan r ises upward to on imp ressive height of 40 feet 
over the al to r . Toi I stained gloss windows terminate the 
arms of the cross formed by the roof construction. The west 
window is seen first upon entering the sanctuary and 
de! ivers a message of invitation, "Come to Me oil that 
labor." The north window is a graphic representation of the 
Ten Commandments. The south window represents the eight 
Beatitudes token from Christ's "Sermon on the Mount," As 
the congregation leaves the sanctuary, the toll figure of 
Christ is vis ible in the gloss of the east window, while 
the symbol of the Holy Spirit descends from ab ove. 

The church buildings ore grouped about a courtyard with a 
centra lly located fountain, designed by Kent Addison of St. 
Louis. Just off the courtyard to the west is the Ne ! le 
Wrigh t Chapel seating 60 people. The administration 
building and Smoot Hol l comp lete the enclosu re of the 
landscaped court. Future plans include a bell tower to be 
added to thi s buildi ng group , 

Thi s acti ve congregation supports many in struct iona l and 
social programs for its members and the Sun City community . 

,. ~ ,1 1 ' 1
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Gorden fountain and statue of Chri st 





Interior of Lakeview United Methodist Church 

84 



. .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . 

. · .· . . ··. ·.: · . · . . . ·.: .. ·. - . : · ·.~: .... 
. . . · . . . . . . ·. .. . .. 

. . . . . . . . . · .. . ... . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . .: ~.:·-_·; :_··. ·. : .. · ·. ._. _. _~· _-: -: ~-- ·> ·: .- --~ . _-._ : _·· .. .. · 

.. · -· . . 

l1 

11 

I 

. . . . . . . . ·' . : , . ~ . : 

. -:o:_ ;_::(::·: ;: ~{:~::::-.<: ,:-:::->/:• •, 
. . 

In terio r of Nelle Wright Memo r ial Chapel - Lakevi ew Un ited Methodist Chu rch 
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SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

This Sun City West church at 13658 Meeker Blvd., is one of 
three recently completed on adjacent sites. Al l t hree 
contrast considerably in architectural character . 

The stepped central motif and large vertical wa l l surfaces, 
pierced by a pattern of small square windows, form a 
distinct contrast to the design of the other Methodist 
churches in Sun City, Christensen-Mil ler & Associates were 
the architects of this sanctuary that appea rs to seat more 
than its 650 capacity , A spacious narthex, that is designed 
to accommodate an overflow of this 800 member congregation, 
conducts you into the sanctuary , The rather austere 
interior concentrates your attention to the communion table 
and rose window depicting the Holy Spirit as it s central 
motif. The co lored glass surrounding this central feature 
sugge st s fl ocks of sheep in a sty! ized pastoral setti ng, 
Si x •sof t• reli ef panels attached to one s ide wall balance 
the opp os ite wall pierced by windows , Seating for a choir 
of 50 voices banks the left wall. 

A social hall seating 135 completes this religious 
grouping, but plans are afoot to increase the size of the 
social hall and add a chapel. 

A campan i I e or be 11 tower separated from the church was 
designed to blend with the architectural character of the 
church and adds interest for the visitor and members as 
they walk under the covered passage, from the parking lot 
to the sanctuary . 
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Interior of Shepherd of the Hills 
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WILLOWBROOK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

With the expansion of homes north of Be I I Road it became 
evident that another Methodist church would be needed. 
Under the jurisdiction of the District Church Extension 
Society, Rev. Albert J. Wilson, an experienced new church 
developer, was invited to become the organizing pastor in 
January 1976. 

The first service was held Easter Sunday, April 18 in the 
Bel I Recreation Center social ha! I; the choir consisted of 
four people. At the conclusion of the service 37 people 
joined the church. A tract of land, 4.6 acres, was 
purchased in September of that year to be used for a 
permanent home at 19390 N. 99th Avenue. 

The membership had grown to 277 by 1977 and in August 
members voted to proceed with the building of a church 
edifice. Ground breaking took place on May 7, 1978 and 
construction began. The first service in the new sanctuary 
was held on Sunday, October 7, 1979 and it was consecrated 
by church officials October 14, Rev. Wilson retired in 
1983, 

The parish of 1,370 members is nurtured by "Neighborhood 
Groups" whose caring and spiritual enrichment helps fulfill 
the needs of the congregation. Besides two services every 
Sunday, there are Bible classes, intercessory prayer 
groups, a 100-voice choir and active groups serving all 
members. 

The church has a strong mi ss ion program serving local, 
national and international programs. It also sponsors a 
whirl of social activities. 

Willowbrook is a friendly church, strong on spiritual 
uplift, social responsibility, organization and study, It 
is widely known for its forward-looking ministerial 
leadership, 
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The vertical slabs of masonry compr1s1ng this tower mark 
the location of thi s church as far away as Bell Road ... 
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United Methodist ~Ii 11 owb rook Saddle Ridge Drive 99th Avenue and · on of the intersect! ch faces 
Chur hitects Inc, Deon L. Glasco Arc 



The beautiful stain gloss windows and soft l ighting contribute to the religious envi ronment of the sanct uary 
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COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

The tiny mission church named "Covenant" mode its humble 
beginning on January 10, 1978 , when two Sun Citions 
in terested in estobl ishing a Bible teaching church in the 
area met 11ith Rev. Ga rrit DeY oung, Pasto r of the Trinity 
P.C. A. Church of Scottsdale. Calls were mode t o inte rested 
prospective membe rs, on organist was ob tained, and a room 
for worship was acqui red. On February 14, 1979 at 9:00 
o .m., 14 people attended the first se rvice in the lecture 
room at the Sun City Western Sav ings. 

In Moy 1979, Rev. Dona ld R. Esty, of Bellwood, Washington, 
received the call to serve as organ izing pa stor and he hos 
con tinue d to se rve eve r s ince . 

As early as 1979 a Home Study Program was inouguoroted and 
Dr. Esty' s abil it y to make doctrine and the Books of the 
Bib le come ali ve, soon mode it necessary t o expand the 
number of meetings . The se Bible studies hove become an 
integ ral port of the life of the church. 

In 1980 the Miss ion Boo rd designated t hat the church move 
to Sun City West , and on Janua ry 27 , 1980 the first service 
was held at the R. H. Johnson Center lecture ho! I. 

October 1981 sow the fo rmation of the Women in Church group 
which raised conside rable money for the building fund . A 
con tract was signed on November 4, 1985 with 
Christensen -Miller & Assoc iates Architects , to design a 
miss ion sty le bui lding of approximately 7,500 square feet. 
The building, completed in Ap ril 1987, is located at 
Spani sh Ga rdens and Aleppo Dri ve . 

The s impl e geomet ric shapes of the exterior masonry walls 
recal I the fo rms of some of the early mis s ion churches in 
the Southwest . The non-supporting "curta in" walls flanking 
the sanctuary ore designed to be removed at a later date if 
expansion is necessary. Future plans visualize additions 
t hat wi l l develop around a court . 

These forms , materia ls and textu re s recol_l the 
character of the missi on chu rches of the Southwest 
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View of the church r . h Garden Drive fan Span1 s 
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DESERT PALMS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

The Presbyte ry of t he Grand Canyon autho ri zed the fo rmation 
of this cong regation in 1980. Dr . Arthur Dahlberg wa s the 
first minis ter , The initial group of 131 members assembled 
in the R. H, Johnson Center social hall on Sunday mornings, 

The expanding cong regation erected the present building at 
135th Avenue and Stardust Bouleva rd in Sun City We st in 
1986 . 

In addition to the usual social activities, 22 ne ighbo rhood 
groups have been organ ized to encourage fellowsh ip, caring 
and better communications involving the needs of both 
members and non-members . Services ore taped and made 
available for the homebound members to create a feeling of 
belonging and participation in the service. 

Mission activities also include assisting the Interfaith 
program and Centro Adelante Campesino, a neig hb oring 
Mexican Aid Center in El Mirage , A sc holarship program was 
started in 1985 to help curtai 1 the drop-out rate in 
neighboring schools . 

The church was designed by Taliesin Associates. Its tall 
triangular tower is illuminated at nig ht and the trinity of 
crosses and globe at the pinnacle is visi ble for miles, 

A domed roof, pierced by triangular gables on three sides , 
caps the sanctuary enclosed by walls of reinforced textured 
masonry, The interior details repeat the angu lar theme of 
the exterior. The pews, seating 500, are arranged so that 
no one is more than 50 feet from the pulpit, 

The featured motif of the facade is a triangular 
towe r crowned by triple crosses sustaining a globe 
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The Desert Pa lms 
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viewed fr om Sta rdust Blvd , Presbyte r ian Church 



View of interior showing relationship of the geometric forms of the lighting fi xture s,furni shi ngs and architecture 
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FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

A beginning group of 89 people gathered togethe r in 
February 1973 , at the Founta in of Life Lutheran Church, and 
met the re for that month . It eventually moved to Wilcrest 
Restaurant , Lakeview Center and the Alco Theater . Finally , 
in November 1975, the congregation moved into their own 
building , what is now known as Illingworth Hall, named for 
the founding pastor, Dr. Dav is J. Illingworth. The 
sanctuary designed by Dean L. Glasco Arc hi tects Inc., was 
completed in 1978. 

In 1986 the Memorial Chapel, class rooms and expanded office 
space were completed. The fi rm of Francis A. Schulz 
Architects Ltd. , were the designers of this addition . 

A ministry which seeks to provide regula r opportunity for 
worsh i P, a varie ty of study prog rams, opportunities for 
spiritual growth, times for fellowship and training for 
social witness is possible only because of the hours of 
leader shi p time provided by members. 

Thirty-si x ordained Deacons head up a system of 
ne ighborhood groupings, which al lows face to face contacts 
for a large congregation. In addition to financial support 
for world ministry , the church has organized a program 
entitled "Aging Creatively Today• to help in training 
future ordained ministers and to present discover ie s and 
insight s conce rni ng minist ry with older adu lt s . 

Central to the work ing philosophy of the chu rch is the 
conviction that the church ex ists t o he lp people live 
meaningful I ives . Because churches in Sun City have mo re 
ex perienced, creative membe rs with available time, the 
church seeks to help such members find ways in which they 
moy use their sk ill s in se rving others. The response to 
this challenge is what makes t hi s church the vita l , 
exc iting place it is . 

A wall fountain provides interest in the ga rden flan king the cove red passageway to the sanc tuary 
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View of church from Del Webb Blvd . 
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The choir of Faith Presbyterian Ch urch is seated behind a translucent movable mesh curtain 
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The Ga rden of Meditation 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

From its beginning the church was involved in serving Sun 
City and the surrounding area, through its membe r s 
vo lunteering time and talents to many different 
organizations , Church members hove been invo l ved for many 
year s assisting the educational prog r ams in the Dysart 
School System , serving as volunteers at Boswel 1 Hospi to!, 
nursing homes, American Red Cross, Hosp i ce, Reco r ded 
Reading for the Bl ind, Interfoi th Services and the 
Community Fund. The chu rch also opens its facilities to be 
used by outside or ganizations, 

A rather unique feature of the ministry is its annual 
University of Life Program which is open to the enti r e 
pub! ic , This was high! ighted in early 1987 by the presence 
of the world renowned author and lectu r er , Dr, El ton 
Trueblood , who presented a series of lectures over a period 
of four weeks. Other educational programs ore the week l y 
Bible Study Series and discussion groups to which all ore 
invited , 

Probably the most important aspect of the outreach ministry 
of the church is the weekly radi o program "Reflections on 
Life" which is broadcast each Sunday morning, Thi s program 
reaches throughout the Volley, It is a prog r am of fine 
Christion music and a meditation by the pastor of the 
church , and provides on opportunity for the 1 istener to 
relate to a local cong r egation , 

The congregation of this chu r ch began in 1963 when a gr oup 
of 52 persons met for religious services in Town Holl 
(Fairway Center), Under the leadership of the Rev . Charles 
A . Surber, the congregation increased rapidly and the first 
unit of this church complex, located at 12225 N, 103 r d 
Avenue, was erected in 1966, This portion of the pr esent 
sanctuary was designed by Architect Wal l ace H, Brown , a 

member of the congregation . Several yea r s later the 
sanct uary was extended to seat 550. 

Continuing growth to a congregation of 1, 300 required 
additional construction, including enla r gement of the 
sanctuary, a beautiful chapel seating 145, and additional 
office space designed by Deon L. Glasco Arch itects Inc . 

The memorial tower odds i nterest to the large shingled roof of the sanctuary 



( ) 

-::::----

~ 

The church and narthex viewed fr om 103rd Avenue 
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Interi or of the First Pre sbyterian Church 
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The Interior court and entrance to the chape l, Swain Hall is illustrated to the right 
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THE SALVATION ARMY 

The Sal vati on Army, f ounded in 1865, is an int ernat ional 
religious and charitable moveme nt organized and operated on 
a quasi -military pattern and is a branch of the Christian 
Church , The moti vati on of the organizati on is love of God 
and a practical concern for the needs of humanity, 

The Sun City area cente r, now located at 10730 Union Hi ll s 
Dr ive , se rves the area offeri ng Sunday worship se rvi ce , 
casewo rk counseling , youth and family prog rams, mus ic 
prog rams , men ' s and women ' s groups, vis it ati on and 
info rmat ion and referra l , 

It was in 1972, Lt , Col , Goerge B, Russel I came to Sun City 
and operated out of a sma l l office loca ted in the Sun City 
Profess ional Building at 103rd and Coggins Avenue , 
Twe nty - f ive voluntee rs assisted him, 

Two out standing projects car r ied out each year are the back 
to sc hoo l cl othi ng fo r chi ldren in the area , and at 
Christmas ti me over 350 famili es receive food boxes and 
gift certifi cates t o buy peri shabl es and gif ts and toys for 
children, 

Entrance t o of fice and chapel 



View of Salvation Army offices and chapel 
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Salvation Army chapel Interi or of 



CHURCH OF THE PALMS 

In 1969 under the auspices of t he United Church of Christ , 
ten people assemb led at Oakmont Cente r fo r the purpose of 
founding a church , Unde r the di rect ion of Dr, Albert King 
membership inc reased and in 19 72 the cong regation ded icated 
their own place of wo rshi p at 14808 Boswe ll Blvd ,, designed 
by Architect Dr , Robe rt G, Hershberge r, This congregation 
of over 900 membe rs have no creed and retains the autonomy 
of its cong regationa l herit age al t hough it is assoc iated 
with the United Ch urch or Chri st , 

The architecture of the sanct uary seems to reflect t hei r 
unpretentious se rvice , The encl osu re of wall and ceiling 
planes fi nished in wood and adobe blocks lends a fee l ing of 
simplicity '.Jnd honesty in keeping with the simple faith of 
their pilgrim origin , 

The functional organ izat ion of architectural elements 
permits a flood of na tural 1 ight to dramati cal ly brush the 
textured wall behind the pulpit , 

The church thrives on st rong mission and outreach programs 
for Sun City ' s Hispan ic ne ighbors in the El Mirage/Su rprise 
communities , Volun t ee rs se rve by offering financial su pport 
for the Laubach Reading Prog ram, 4-H \✓ orkshops fo r Senio r 
Citizen Center , Habitat for Huma nity in addit ion to 
sponsoring summe r sc holar ships fo r you th , 

Sun City ' s needs ore not neglec ted , The cong regat ion 
supports the Community Council. SCAT, Interfai th Se rvices , 
Hospice , Sun Vo ll ey Lodge, Mea l s on Whee ls and Good 
Shepherd Home , Supp ort is al so extended to the Amer ican 
Indian Nursing Home, Cri sis Nur se ry and Kee N' Ba h 
preschool , 

A pleasan t ga rden and porti co form a trans iti on between the pa rking area and church 
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Church of the Po'lms, The toll glass area floods the chancel wal 1 with 1 ight 
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DESERT GARDEN 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

This church group was organized in 1979 with 32 members. 
Un de r the leader ship of the Rev , Frederick James. they held 
se rvices for four years in Johnson Recreation Center , 
Conti nuing growth encou raged the building of the present 
sanctuary at 18818 128th Avenue, in 1983 , The firm of Dean 
Glasco Architects Inc, , designed the church, 

The United Church of Christ was fo rmed in 1957 through the 
uniti ng of four chu rch groups - The German Reformed Church 
established in the U, s, in 1725; the Evangelical Synod in 
North Ame r ica, establ ished in the 1800 ' s; Congregati onal 
churches, established by Pilgrims in the 1620 ' s and the 
Chri stian Church , established in Vermont in 1801 , 

Because of i t s l iberal admission policy , Desert Gorden is 
developing int o o Community Church in Sun City \✓ e st , People 
of many religious persuasions participate in its two Sunday 
services and many social activities. 

Interfaith Services meets here weekly , This cong rega tion of 
450 ~embers supports study groups and reaches out into the 
community to encourage missions and other local projects 
suc h as the Fo od Bank which makes food available for 
agencies that care for the needy, 

The namd "De sert Ga rden" is emphasized by the dep iction of 
desert plants in the stained glass windows of the sanctuary 
and the planting that surrounds the church . 

The present facility is already becoming inadequate for 
t hi s active cong regation, Planni ng is underway to enlarge 
t he complex by the addit ion of a Fellowship Hall. 
additional administrative space, meeting rooms and a small 
chapel, A columbarium to contain recepticals of cremations 
is also in their plans. 

Detail of the Bell Tower 
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Dese rt Gar den Uni ted Chu rch of Chr ist viewed fr om 128th Aven ue, Sun City West 
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Interior of Sanc tuary - Dese rt Go rden Church 
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UNITED CHURCH 

Thi s church ha s the di stincti on of being the fir st church 
to be organized in thi s acti ve retirement canmunity, The 
congrega t ion is a member of the Southwest Conference of the 
United Church of Christ, 

One hundred fifty res idents attended the fir st worship 
service in the Community Center <Oakmont) in October 1960. 
The fol lowing month 101 persons were received into the 
church as charter member s . Witt Hall wa s completed by the 
foll owi ng June and se rvices held there. The social hall was 
named for the firs t past or, Dr. Wol ter W. Witt, 

The present sanctuary located at 11250 N, 107th Avenue, 
designed by Richard D. Britt, seat s 1,000 and wa s dedi ca ted 
November 1965, A conference room, 1 ibrary , chapel and 
office s complete thi s religi ous complex, Typical of so many 
local churche s, these buldings are arranged to encl ose o 
ga rden for res t and med it ation. 

In 1975 a 700 pound bell was donate d t o the congrega t ion . 
It former ! y hung in a church in Brook ! yn , Maryl and, A 
ten -foot additi on was cons tructed on the be ll tower to 
accommodate it . 

In 1954 membe rs of this c ong reg at ion started Sun Va II ey 
Lodge , The chu rc h also endeavors to provide financial a id 
to needy reti rees . 

A meeting sponsored by this church in 1981 discussed t he 
es tabli shment of Inte rfaith Setvices in Sun City , 18 
reli gious organ izations responded to establish this 
organ izat ion to aid the elder ly to better cope wi th the ir 
physica l , psychological and spirit ual problems. 

In addition to providing aid to the Dysart Community Cente r 
and ot her community · agenc ies, the congregati on al so 
sponsors the program called "Hab itat fo r Humanity" where 
l ow income famil li es are assisted wit h home const ruction . 
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Tower and en trance court 
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View of the Interi or 
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UNITY CHURCH 

Unity was formed just before the turn of t he century in 
Kansas City, Missouri and the Uni t y Ch urch of Sun City 
began with the Unity Class Center in 1962 under the 
guidance of Mary Gladys Adams . 

In November 1971, Sunday services we re begun wit h Dr. 
Bernice Biggers . Property was acquired at 10101 w. Coggins 
Drive and the west building was cons t ructed in 1978, A 
sanctuary was compl eted in 1985 enc los ing a praye r garden. 
The architect was Richard D. Br itt . 

Teaching is the central purpose of Unity . Local Classes 
incl ude studies of the Bi ble from a Meta phy sical 
understanding, and prayer th rough positive affi rmat ion and 
medita t ion . Unity is the practical app li cat ion in everyday 
life ot the principles of truth taught and exemp l ified by 
Je sus Christ. Unity assists indi viduals in their own 
spiritual growth by sharing their understanding of 
practical Christianity , People of many re li gion s, 
denominJ tions and creeds at tend an d participate in Unity , 
They are invited to do so even though they have no 
intention of changing af filiation , Activit ies ore general ly 
supported by the freewi 11 offerings and donations made by 
those attending, 

Unity also reaches beyon d the teaching center with a 
24-hour Dial-A-Thought answeri ng service. Unity maintains a 
24-hou r prayer tower with personal re sponses . This is known 
as Silent Unity , There are specia l programs tha t assist and 
serve the bl ind . Pub! ications are also distributed in 
seve ral languages. The church mainta in s a I ibrary and 
bookstore. 

Unity supports the community by assisting in the activities 
of those groups that serve the physical and social needs of 
the general population, 

Entrance t o the recently completed sanctuary 
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The interior of the sanctuary of Unity Church 
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CHURCHES WITH NO PERMANENT PLACE OF WORSHIP 

CROWN OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

In the fall of 1985, Fountain of Life Lutheran Church began 
the cha! Ienge of starti ng a "daughter congregation" by 
seeking participation of those chu rch members who resided 
in the Sun City West area and encourag ing them to become 
involved in such a missionary endeavor. Eighty-one members 
responded to the cal 1 and began the effort of organizing 
and chartering such a congregation, The Rev. Elmer 
Kroening, a retired pastor and a resident of Sun City West, 
was requested t o serve the fledgling group until a 
missionary/pastor could be called . 

Apri I 20, 1986 was Charter Sunday for the young group and 
bec ame a reality wi t h 107 members. \~or ship services were 
held in the lecture hall of the R. H. Johnson Recreation 
Center. 

In Oc tober 1986 the congregation extended a cal I to the 
Rev. Dr. Rupert A, St . Pierre of Irvine, California; he was 
in stalled as missionary/pastor on Janua ry 18 1987. 

By March 9, 1987, neg ot ia t ions were comple ted for the 
pu rchase of a buildi ng site at 13131 Spani sh Gardens Drive 
and a Building Comm it tee commi ssioned t o begin the search 
for an architect. 

ST.ALBAN'S AMERICAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

In 1984, a smal 1 group of local residents who had been 
commuting t o Phoen ix fo r church services, ral I ied together 
and started St. Al ban's in Sun City , The congregation, 
whic h meet s every Sunday for morning prayer in the Menke 
Cha pel, 12420 103rd Avenue, strictly follows the old 
t radit ional Anglican form of service using the 1928 Book of 
Common Prayer. 

Rev . Ha nof i Jeffer s serves as o port-t ime priest and i s 
leading t he group in the plann ing of o permanen t bui I ding 
and s i te loca ti on. The newl y fo rme d congrega t ion i s 
becoming more act ive ly invol ved in comm uni ty prog rams and 
services as i t grows in numbe rs , 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) 

Like ma ny of the congregati ons, member s fir st met in 
private home s beginning the summer of 1981. Eventua lly, 
meetings were moved to the Menke Reception Room Annex. 
Keeping with the Quaker tradition, there is no minister. 

The Quakers meet together in silence, each to pray and 
medi tote as one wishes. If someone has the desire t a share 
a thought or prayer, he is encouraged ta do so; at he rw i se 
there is silence . The purpose of the meeting is t o deepen 
one's spiritua l l ife an d to seek guidance . 

Quaker s suppor t peace among nations, social jus t ice, prison 
reform, an d to give a id t o those in need, both here and in 
t he Third Worl d countries. 

The loca l gr oup supports the Sun City Area Interfai t h 
Services, Inc ., by being a member of the House of 
Delega te s, otherwise each member serves one's neighbor and 
commu nity as he sees the need. 

UNIT ARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

This group of 40 people first met as a Unitaria n 
Universal ist Fe! lowship in 1975 . As a Fe ! lowship they hod 
lay leadership, under the direction of Emma Peterson, the 
first president. In 1981 they became the Unitarian 
Universalist Ch urch and Dr . Glen G. Bomstad served as a 
port-time minister. 

After a few in f ormal meetings, the Fellowdhip me t at 
Heritage Chapel in Youngtown. Since 1980 meetings have bee n 
held at the Mas onic Fellowship Center. 

Uni torians, bel ieving in freedom of religious be! ief, as 
wel 1 as in t he dignity and worth of the human bei ng , ore 
no tably acti ve in community servi ces. Half of the membe rs 
are involved in community services, as well as no ti ona l and 
in ternati onal prog rams, f or human welfare. 

The members are currently seeking land on which t o bui ld o 
place of worship, 121 
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SUN CITIES AREA HISlDRICAL SOCIETY 

16828 99th Avenue • Sun City, Arizona 85351 • (602) 974-2569 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

PRESIDENT JANE FREEMAN 
VI CE PRESIDE NT GLENN SANBERG 
SECRETARY RI TA VJRIGHT 
TREASURER DOUGLAS l<ENNEDY 

MAURICE BOATMAN LESTER MERYD I TH 
BURTON DAVI S COL. PAUL M. MORR ILL 
EMIL FISCHER HELEN RANDALL 
DOROTHY L. KOEHN KAY WILLIAMS 

TH E SUN CITIES AREA HIS TORI CA L SOCIE TY IS ORGAN I ZED AS 

A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION EXC LU SI VEL Y FOR THE CIVIC AND 

ED UCATIONAL PURPOSES RE LAT I NG TO THE COL L ECT I ON AND PRE 

SERVATION OF HI STORICAL DAT A PERTAI NI NG TO THE GEOGRA PHIC 

AREA OF THE SUN CITIES. THE PURP OS E OF TH E SOCIETY I S 

TO PROMOTE AN INTEREST IN AN D AN APP RECI AT I ON OF TH E HIS 

TORY OF THE AREA. 

MEMBER SHIPS AND CONTRIBUTI ONS ARE TAX DEDUC T IB LE. 




