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Sfr&ng support .
for Saints urged

EDITOR:
The Sun City Saints have

courageous season this
year. We faithful fans,
sometimes chilled by early
spring  nights, warm
summer evenings, attacked
by hopping grasshoppers,
_even dodging a few rain-
_|_drops, have been thrilled by
the performance of these
fine young athletes.

We are now down to our
final games of the year this
coming Saturday and
Sunday, and win or lose we
need 4,500 Sun City and
Youngtown citizens to help
 cheer this great team

toward four victories over
‘| the Orange Lionettes.

Will you be there, Mr.

Editor?

y Frank E. Hayden
Sun Ci

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Yep.)

battled through a very

Fan appreclaieg

major leaguers

EDITOR :
1 am getting fed up with
derogatory comments

voiced by local residents
concerning the recent
spring training appearance
of the Milwaukee Brewers in
Sun City. Rather we should
thank Milwaukee for giving
us an opportunity to see
major league baseball
without driving miles to do '
50, {

Milwaukee brought six |
teams here as opponents,
drawn from both the
Ameérican and National
Leagues and including the
world champion Oakland
Athletics. Complaints were
raised about “B teams”
playing. That only occurred I

once; the remainder of the @ ...

time the “first-stringers’
performed.

While a “B team” is a
disappointment to the fans,
splitting a squad is common
practice in order to provide
the managerial staff with an
opportunity to evaluate the
potential of more players.

Nor is it fair to compare
the Brewers with the Sun|
City Saints. An entirely
different type of ball is
played; both are interesting
and my wife and I, who
enjoyed the Brewer games,
are now looking forward to
watching the Saints this
summer.

Remember, Milwaukee
played at Sun City under the
handicap of having no
lockers here, of having to
suit up and drive several
miles to play and then make
a similar trip in sweat-
drenched uniforms before
showering and donning
street clothes. Ticket prices
at $2 were fair, certainly
well below the $3.50 the
Chicago Cubs charged for
similar games in Scottsdale.

Moreover, I was amazed
at the silence in the stands
during games (I saw six of
nine played). Only cheering
came at the Cub game—for
the Cubs. That certainly
doesn’t make Milwaukee
feel welcome.

Let's hope the Brewers
come back, not only next
year but for several years to
come. As we get to know the
players, they can become
“‘our team” just as much as
the Saints are.

L. Q. Yowell
9407 Hidden Valley

Thrilling Saints

‘out of this world’

EDITOR:

1 have just returned from
the ASA softball tournament
in Las Cruces, N.M., where
our wonderful Sun City
Saints again won the
regional title.

These girls are absolutely

out of this world. I will never
forget Marilyn Rau’s home
run .. Linda Spradley’s
slide on her stomach to
catch a ground ball, her’
quick recovery to her knees
to throw to Thelma at first
base toput out the batter . . .
Ginger Kurtz’s spectacular
work at shortstop .. Bar-
bara, Denny, and Becky’s
great work in the outfield
... Lynn Mooney at third
and of course Paula
Noel. What would we do
without her?
_ I'll never forget the 37
innings Paula pitched on
August 4th to beat the
Lionettes. It was well worth
staying ’til 2:45 a.m. just to
see Barbara Thomas hit
that ground ball that
br.ought in Ginger for the
winning run.

Sun Citians are missing
the best entertainment
offered around here if they
miss these games. Our

beautiful stadium should be
packed to standing room
only at every game for the
entire season. Del Webb
mi?chd]; af:eu to the

or a Vacation
Specials so that they could
EW’ what a great team we

ve.

You have tosee these girls
week after week to rgll.ly
appreciate them. Until
moved to Sun City, I had
never attended a sports
event. I saw the Saints, fell
in love with them, and
haven’t missed a game in
two years,

So thank you, Saints, for
adding such a bright spot to
the spring and summer
seasons in Sun City.

RoseL. Schwartz
Sun City




Thelma Keith

1st baseman — hails from Dayton, Ohio.

“T. K.”, an

original Saint, will be in her eighth season with the youngest heart on the
team. A Physical Education Teacher at Apollo High School, Thelma
coaches the junior varsity and varsity girl’s tennis teams along with volley-
ball. She will receive her Master’s Degree in Physical Education from
Arizona State University this summer. Thelma enjoys softball, basketball,
painting, bicycle riding, and jogging. She is a firm believer in physical
activity and is an admitted health foods enthusiast.

It won't be an untested
Sun City Saints team that
holds its 1973 home opener
with a pair of 7:30 p.m.
Ldoubleheaders Saturday
‘and Sunday.

The Saints got under way

at Tucson Sunday with big
| guns blazing, leaving the
" Tucson Raindrops
shellshocked victims of two
shutouts, 10-0 and 4-0.

It was bad enough for the
host team when Billie
Harris hurled a four-hitter
in the opener, but Paula
Miller administered the
coup de grace with a one-
hitter in the nightcap. Paula
| in past years has reached
orm early in the
showed that

this year apparently will not
be different.

HARRIS DIDN'T give up
a hit until two were out in
the fourth when Belo
Camacho singled, but she
was thrown out trying to
reach third on a followup
single to end the inning.
Billie also gave up leadoff
singles in the fifth and sixth
but walked none.

Meanwhile, the Saints
scored early and often.
Singles by Becky Rice and
Judy Hoke in the first, an
error and a ground out
produced two runs. Barbara
‘Thomas singled with two out
in the second, Harris was
safe on an error, and Rice
doul them both home.

The Saints added five big
runs in the third with a
barrage of extra-base hits.
Lynn Mooney reached via
an error with one out. Then
came successive doubles by
Marilyn Rau and Thelma
Keith, LeeAnn Easley's
friple, and another double
by Thomas. The latter
moved up on an error and
scored on a ground out.

THE 10TH Sun City run
came in the seventh. Rau
led off with a single, ad-
vanced to third on a Keith
smgle, and scored on a wild

The 13-hi .mx m
bettered in

While the Ramdrnpu were

limited to a leadoff single in
the third, the Saints opened
the scoring in the second on
Keith's rousing triple and a
Thomas single.

Ginger Kurtz got the first
of her three stralght singles -
in the third, followed by a
walk to Hoke, Lynn
Mooney’s double, a ground
out which advanced two
runners, and Keith’s run-
scoring single.

Singles by Rice and Kurtz
produced a tally in the
fourth, but it took successive
singles by Miller, Rice,

and Hoke to come up
only ope more in the
y throw from
thewtneld caught Becky at
the plate to prevent the

plosive,

inning from becoming ex-

ool et e o

Ex-Saint Juana Frederick
went the route in both
games for the Tucsonans.

The victories were the
first posted under new coach
Gerald Stapley. He took
advantage of his big leads to
move players around.

While ~ catcher Rau
returned to action after
missing most of last season

Saints blank Tucsonans twice to open softball

‘season

with an m]ury, her
replacement, Linda
Spradley, got a shot at
second base in the first
game'’s latter stages. Linda
look over backstop duties in
the nightcap, and Marilyn
spelled Keith at first base
late in the game.

Rice celebrated her
selection for the leadoff role
by rapping out four our singles
and a double in eight lnps




Lynn Mooney: 3rd baseman — is a native of Minneapolis, and recently
graduated from Arizona State University with a major in Physical Education.
Lynn is in her fifth season with the Saints at age 21. Along with softball, she
| likes water skiing, fishing, and bowling. She has been entrusted; along with
Ginger, with the business managing end of the Saints this year, as well as
holding down the starting spot at the “hot corner”’.

Ginger Kurtz: Shortstop — is a native of Altoona, Pa. A recent graduate
of Arizona State University, she plans on teaching Physical Education in

the local area. Ginger is in her sixth season with the Saints at age 23.
| As well as softball, she enjoys basketball, volleyball, golf, and sun bathing.
Along with Lynn, she manages the Saints business affairs and holds down
the'starting spot at shortstop 3

Sandy Kelley, mainstay 2nd baseman 8 seasons for the Saints, started her soft-
ball career at the tender age of 8. After a few years, she moved up to the higher
skilled “Dudettes” of Arizona. As a youngster, she played hard and hoped that
some day she would have the opportunity to play in “the big leagues”. Her
chance came in 1965. The Saints were just forming, and looking for some good

. ball players. They saw Sandy play, and that was the beginning of a long and
successful 8 seasons of excellent 2nd base coverage.

The Chanute, Kansas, native has won many softball honors. She was hailed
as the PCWSL All-Star 2nd baseman for the 1968, 69, and 70 seasons. Sandy also
won the Saints “Spark Plug” award in 1970. Her greatest attribute, along with
excellent defensive play execution, was her level headedness in pressure situations.
She got the job done. When a big play was needed, Sandy came through.

Now 25, Sandy is teaching at an Elementary School in Phoenix. Along with
teaching, she enjoys camping, swimming,
volleyball, basketball, bowling, and floating
down stream. Her subtle humor and wit has
blr_zugh: many a smile to coach and teammates
alike.

Sandy, we thank you for all of your hard
work and devotion. You have always given
100% and played to the last out. We Saints
shall surely miss you, but will not forget all the
good times you shared with us. In our hearts,
you shall always be a “Saint".




Stapley, do appear to have
| off to the fastest start
their eight-year history
2. The picnic will be over
next weekend when
California’s Santa Clara
Laurels arrive to provide
the first real test of the
campaign.
3. THE SAINTS have
better over-all team speed
.more batting punch
they did a year ago—
but how much more is the

question,
4. It's fun to romp and

f

24-1 and 8-0 triumphs

Sunday.

They now have posted a 6-
0 record and the only run’
given up by the Saints’
pitchers came off Georgia
Buelow in a relief role—and
Georgia was scheduled to be
the Saints’ public address
system announcer until she
made the squad as a reserve
outfielder-first ~ baseman.
And, it might be noted, that
run was unearned.

NOW THAT we have
established that the com-
petition to date has not been
of the highest calibre, we
must point out Stapley’s
most significant current
concern. Left fielder Bar-
bara Thomas was scheduled

-

aninteresting deal with her husband.
n avid ski diver, must let her play
| ves uj
it is
ing o

until by

to undergo surgery for the
removal of a cyst from near
her right ankle, and this will
knock her out of competition
for about three weeks.
Stapley said he will not
announce Barbara’s
replacement until just
before Saturday’s 7:30 p.m.
game time with the Laurels.
Sunday’s doubleheader will

start at the same time.  ~

In the opener with San
Diego, Becky Rice and
Ginger Kurtz led off with
successive singles and
advanced on a series of

P ski diving.
doubtful that
of planes

errors and Lynn Mooney’s
sacrifice fly for two runs.
Two-out singles in the
second by Billie Harris and
Rice plus an outfield error
produced two more.

SINGLES BY Rice, Kurtz,
and Mooney plus Marilyn
Rau’s triple added three in
the fifth to ice the game.
Rice's 3-for-3 led the nine-hit
attack.

Judy Hoke went 3-for-5,
scored four times, and drove
in two to pace the followup
19-0 triumph. Her double in
the first keyed a two-run

outburst.  Back-to-back
triples by Mooney and Rau
featured the 10-run, 10-hit
merry-go-round in the
second.

Thelma Keith banged out
two doubles in the big inning
and Linda Spradley one.
Rau and Cheryl Stice
blasted triples later in the
festivities.

SUNDAY'S 24-1 opener
also was highlighted by a
big second inning. This time
11 runs came across on eight
hits, including triples by
Hoke and Thomas and

— born in Oak Park, lllinois. Marilyn works at

Rau: Catcher

times over young San Diegans

doubles by Rau and
Spradley. Hoke later added
another triple and LeeAnn
Easley a double. Kurtz,
Hoke, and Rau led the at-
tack with three hits apiece.
In the 8-0 finale, Kurtz
clouted a first-inning triple
to left and scored on a Hoke
single for what proved to be
the winning run. Mighty
mite Rice crashed a triple
over the left fielder’s head to
launch a two-run rally in the
third, and Hoke’s smash
bounced over the left field
wall on one hop in the sixth
for a ground-rule double
during another two-run |
outburst,

hape and will, no doubt, be =

has managed to work her knee back into s

better than ever

BARBARA (QUIJADA) THOMAS

Barbara (Quijada) Thomas: Outfielder —
increased Whittier, California’spopulation
by one. This is “Barbies" fourth season
with the Saints at age 20. She is employed
by General Tires asa full fledged “Button
Pusher”.  The resulting product from

pushing a complex button system, is
tennis balls. Barb is a near perfect Saint,
with a great sense of humor and a fine
athlete.

‘)




Ci 7 men Vhﬂbau
oast Women’

League play this weekend in
California. ;

Tomorrow and Sunday
nights they are scheduled to
meet the im Royals in
two twin bills.

Prior to last weekend’s 1-0
loss in the opener of a four-
game series here against
Santa Clara, the Saints had
waltzed through half a dozen
easy contests, barely get-
ting a good workout.

The soned

time all four contests were precedes a weekend of play

concluded the Sun City gals here against the league title
‘were back in command of holders, the Orange
the situation and had taken Lionettes, in a nonleague

the final three games.
This weekend’s series
should still see Denny
Buchanan in left field, filling
in the spot left vacant when
regular starter Barbara
Thomas was forced to take
some time off to heal over
following an operation for
removal of a caleium

deposit near her ankle.
Last weekend Buchanan
made some difficult
defensive plays and hit in all
but one game, including a
triple in Sunday’s opener.
Going into this weekend’s
ies with the Royals, the
a 9-1 season

- record, giving up only nine
in the 10 5.

\ series with Anaheim

s AR LY

| Georgia Buelow: Utility — originated
from Alliance, Nebraska. Returning after
‘A, vears layoff, Georgia is in her third

season with the Saints at age 23, She |
works at Motorola and is a recent grad-

uate of Arizona State Universit 1

i Physical Education. Georgia poveies
pates in softball, basketball, volleyball
| horseback riding, painting, and drawing
| cartoons. Weicome back, Georgia.

“MAN
ON

BHE

MIKE’’

Art Preuss: Art attended Phoenix College for two
years and graduated from Arizona State University with
a major in Mass Communication. He taught and coached
for four years at Phoenix Junior High, while covering
sports for the Casa Grande newspaper. Art is both a
softball player and an umpire. He has done an excellent
job covering Saints home games for the News-Sun

L
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MEET YOUR

MAY 12th, 11A.M.-1 P.M.

In The Mall - Sun Bowl Plaza
107th Avenue & Peoria Avenue

Come Chat With The Girls

Autographs -Get Acquainted

SPONSORED BY
SUN BOWL PLAZA MERCHANTS —

ARIZONA BANK SUN BOWL DELI-RESTAURANT POMEROY'S MEN'S STORE

DEL SOL BEAUTY SALON CARNATION ICE CREAM SHEARSON HAMMILL & CO. -
HERITAGE HOUSE FLAIR SPORTSWEAR STOWAWAY LOUNGE

AUL JOHNSON JEWELERS N CITY FLORIST
L0U REGESTER b i -
3 PLAZA CLEANERS BRAUN, MONROE & CO.
UFFET
SILSEORPER 0NN 0 RESIDENT GALLERY EL CHARRO MEXICAN FOOD
SUN BOWL UNION 76 SOUTHWEST SAVINGS & LOAN LU GAINES TRAVEL AGENCY

SWEET SHOPPE WHICH CRAFT, INC. ARTS & CRAFTS OSBURN'S APPAREL

A SAINT IS

A lady first, a ball player second . . . .
Proud of ber teammates . . ..

Proud to be a “Saint” . . .
Respectful to ber opposition . . . .

Not afraid of hard work . . . .

Eager to practice daily to improve . . . .
Determined and dedicated . . . .

ks

Famse Buchanan: Outfielder —
n'diana, Pa.. but raised in Arizon

| Last one 1o bed,

SUN CITY SAINTS |

R g a7




for residence is 50 years, one  midstof their
Writer striking contrast continues
“where the to flourish. %

requirement  Making a home in the

Billie Harris: Pitcher — is a local gal
from Tucson, Arizona. She is employed
at the State Mental Hospital as a Mental
Health Assistant and also is a Recreation
Leader for Phoenix City Parks. This is
Billie’s fourth season with the Saints,
and she is ageless. On road trips, Billie
assumes the role of Mom, and her word

the Sun City Saints
women's sof:
seeks out y [ talent on

i ¢
retired elders,
amateur
all  team

which to build a national
championship team.
Average age for the girls is
somewhere around 22 or 23
years, depending on how
much whittling each has
done,

IN KEEPING with this
thinking, the Saints have
added two new faces to their
roster this year, a 19-year-
old speedster and a 23-year-
old outfielder who has
already put in three years
with the Saints before
“retiring” for a season last
year.

Saints’ veteran Georgia
Buelow is a senior physical
education major at Arizona
State University. She played
for the Saints 1969-71,
starting as a combination
pitcher and outfielder her
first year and moving ex-
clusively to the outfield in
her last two years.

Several weeks prior to the
start of last season, Georgia
injured her knee playing
basketball at ASU and
decided there would not be
enough time for recovery
before getting into softball.

THIS YEAR she’s back

% looking for a spot in the

Saints’ outfield, a threesome
already regarded as one of
the better defensive out-

Becky Rice

an join Saints

fields in the Pacific Coast
League.

Georgia lives in Phoenix
and works nights at
Motorola. When her time is
not taken up with softball
and earning a living, she
likes all kinds of sports,
horseback riding, and ice
skating. “And I like to eat,”
she added.

Cheryl Stice is a 19-year-
old ASU freshman, ~also
majoring = in  physical
education. Last season she
played left field for the
Mokan Drifters in Kansas.
She was with Mokan for one
year and spent two years
prior to that with a team in
Columbus, Kan.

CURRENTLY residing in

Tempe, Cheryl has a
brother and two sisters who
are scattered throughout
several states. But she has
plenty to keep her busy
here. She likes all kinds of
sports and enjoys motor-
cycle riding.

“I like dating, too,” she
added in a giggly af-
terthought.

The Saints open their 1973
season this weekend in
Tucson when they meet the
Tucson Raindrops. They
play at home the following
weekend against the San
Diego Royal Rebels.

Outfielder — Warsaw,

Indiana proudly claims Becky as one of

it's natives. This is Becky's third season
with the Saints at age 20. She attends
Arizona State University majoring in
Physical Education. Along with playing
softball, Becky enjoys hiking, camping,
fishing, basketball, and shooting the
rapids at nearby Arizana rivers. Becky
has a great deal of drive and is famous
for her | hate to lose”.

AR——



By BURT FREIREICH 5
FULLERTON,  Calif.— 5 : i
Sun City’s Saints won a
battle of shutouts, three
mes to one, against the
ton Royals here over
the weekend and thereby
took an early lead in the
Pacific Coast Women's
Softball League standings.
While the Saints couldn’t
help but feel that they
should have posted four
straight shutout victories,
they came away with the
knowledge that the in-
troduction of the Royals to
the league has strengthened
the circuit considerably.
The Royals, originally
scheduled to represent
Anaheim but now listing

composed of ex-Saints, Ginger Kurtzin third inning of Sun City’s 4-0 nightcap win at

shortstop Chris Miner and
first basemen Andie Ervin,
both of whom toiled for the
Fresno Rockets last year.
They have a strong team
which  won’t be em-
barrassed by anyone and
are a creditable addition to
the league.

SATURDAY and Sunday
the Saints will host the
loop’s perennial champs,
the Orange Lionettes, in a
four-game non-league
series. The Lionettes, who
haven’tplayed yet this year,
scouted the Saints over the
weekend.

Saturday’s games at
Anaheim looked as though
they would be scoreless until
the cows came home. Billie
Harris and Mindy Allen
were locked in a scoreless
duel until the seventh, when

over the right-center fence
for two RBIs and a 2-0 win.

An error which put Linda
Spradley on base, a walk to
Harris, and a wild pitch set
up the two-out situation
which Ginger resolved with
the Saints’ fourth hit. In the
second Thelma Keith and
Lynn Mooney opened with
singles, but they got
stranded on a strikeout and
two pops to the catcher.
Harris’ bunt in the fifth was
the only other safety.

HARRIS, meanwhile,
gave up a tarnished leadoff
single to Miner in the first
and held the Royals hitless
thereafter.

Fullerton handed Paula
Miller her first loss of the
season in the nightcap, 1-0 in
10 innings. The Royals
never got a runner past

Ginger Kurtz bounced a shot second base until the 10th,

when Carol Lee opened with
a double to left center and

advanced on a wild pitch,

She held on during a
groundout to second and
then was erased on a
strange play. A bad-hop
grounder rolled up third
baseman Mooney’s arm,
and Lee headed home—but
shortstop Kurtz grabbed the
loose ball and tagged out the
runner.

ANOTHER bad hopper
caromed away from
Mooney for an error to put
two runners on, and Allen
singled sharply to center.
Judy Hoke fired the ball
home, but it popped out of
catcher Marilyn Rau’s glove
to allow the lone run to
score.

The Saints felt the game
never should have gone into

o

since the age of 14

overtime. Rau banged a
home run over the fence in
the fourth inning, but the
plate umpire ruled it foul
because it crossed the foul
line plane after it left the
park. The rulebook in-
dicates itshould have been a
homer.

A great opportunity went
down the drain in the sixth.
The Saints filled the bases
with none out via Becky
Rice’s single and two walks.
Rau caromed a line drive off
the third baseman, but she
retrieved it in time for a
force at the plate. A hard
Keith shot to third met with
the same fate. Then Mooney
laced an apparent single to
right, but she was thrown
outat first on a good play to

Lee Ann Easley: 2nd Baseman — born in Fort Worth, Texas
but moved to Las Vegas at an early age. This is Loe Ann's
second season with the Saints at age 22. She is a student at
| Arizona State University majoring in Physical Education

Her favorite past-times, besides softball, are basketball, fossil
hunting, and paleontology. She has been playing softball

5 AR Ve

Sainfs wf’n 3 sh‘ufoufs; ]6se 1 | 6n

themselves out of Fullerton, Thelma Keith, Saints first baseman, had to go into Fullerton Sunday. Unbelieving Royal batsman, scurrying
have half their infield acrobatic act to haul in low, wide throw from shortstop toward firstbase, is pitcher Donna Maga.

(News-Sun Photo)

end the frame.

SUNDAY THE scene
shifted to Fullerton and
daytime, which the Saints
greeted with improved
hitting and a pair of 4-0 wins
behind Harris and Miller.

Hoke crashed a two-out
homer in the first for the
winner. Mooney’s single to
center, a sacrifice, and
LeeAnn Easley’s liner to left
center produced another run
in the fifth. And the Saints
added a pair in the seventh
on an error, Denny
Buchanan’s ftriple to right
center, and a wild pitch.

In the finale, Sun City
picked up a pair of first-
inning runs without the
benefit of a hit. Kurtz was
hit with a pitched ball and




Linda Spradley —Catcher-Infieldersprang
up from the small town of Maywoeq
California. This will be “Sprads" second
season with the Saints

moved up on a passed ?M‘L

and wild pitch, Hoke walked
andstole second. Then, with
two outs, Keiti's sinking
liner to center was dropped
for a two-run error.

educational levels. She foves softhall
basketball, volleyball, reading, snow ski.
ing, and writing poems. And yes, her
hair is naturally curly

toleft, movedup ona

sacrifices, and ona
ssed ball. ; }

lmsnuu.i:\{ Marshall, ex-

Saints [.\il:t:f:‘e‘l',f view;: i

Sunday's games from

stands . . . Calamil

elling )
being hitby a pitch and her
shoulder receiving a severe |
jolt when she fell while
chasingh:.?l{l,hinll mto“llgt 3
field. T ncidentally,

bounced off her fingertips

radley, Saints’ second blumin, dashes into right l‘leld in attempt to
:‘:’:I: us: with I’;q)ing fly ball off bat of Fullerton Royals’ Chris Miner in second

\ M \
weekend was homebaked | inning of series finale Sunday. Linda almost made it — ball squirted off her \|
Armenilan bmg‘ baked by ;.,.w.np. for single — but Saints won, 4-0. (News-Sun Photo)

Spradley’s W

relatives and to

her teammates...Rau
threw out four of the ﬁi

Royals who qtteul’phd ; s ¢ ‘ 3
steal second during the e %

series.

Cheryl Stice: _Outfielder — is the pride wfs ==
and joy of Parsans, Kansas, This is
Stice’s” first season with the Saints at
age 19, which entitles her to the quaint
name of “Rookie". She is a freshman at [
Arizona State University majoring in
Physical Education. Cheryl enjoys basket.
ball, fishing, swimming, and handball,
along with softball. Oh, it will be so nice
having a “Rookie” polishing all of those
white cleats on road trips

3ar

JUD
in Mesa, Arizona. This is Judy's second
season with the Saints at age 21. She is

Y HOKE: Outfielder, born and raised

Arizona State Uni



SAINTS

ANGEL

AWARD

"“Big Al” Kurtz: This award gives recognition and honor
to persons who have contributed outstanding support to

the Saints organization. The Sun City Saints are proud
to present this years Angel Award to Mr. Al (Big Al)

Kurtz for his never ending support. Along with arrang-
ing for good buys on our uniform shirts and practice
shirts, he has spent many hours promoting the Saints to

businessmen. When things got busy and a job had to be 10
done, we took it to “/Big Al and it got done, with speed AR
and efficiency. We can't thank you enough for all of

your help. A “halo” and a “hug” to

you Big Al.

Follow
th

Saints
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semiweekly

in the pages of the

NEWS-SUN

1977-8351

P.O. Box 280
Sun City
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By BURT FREIREICH
Sun City's Saints just
finished a weekend that wa:

unbehevn Rt e e
sugges n
belleves ituntil the Saints do
it again when the chips are

dow!

Mun.- than 2,000 fans—
total—showed up for the
four-game series in which
the Saints won four straight
from their traditional rivals,
the Orange Lionettes, al
won them all by shutou
The climax was a no-hitler
hurled by Paula Miller, with
Lionette great Naney
Welborn absotbing her
second loss of bﬂl;e

Unquestional
the m point of the Slmts'
eight years in Sun City. One
thing was missing—it didn’t
count. Each season the
Saints and Orange have a
home-and-home series in
Pacific Coast Softball
'League action, and those
games for 1973 are yet to
come, This was an extra
series and the four wins go

| downas exhibition victories.

I'T LEFT the Saints with a
16-2 recnlrd‘ The Lionettes
perennial PCL champs
perennial top contenders for
the national crwm. w,re
opening their sea:
they looked lnr trom mi\‘l-
season form.

In fact, they loeh:ielikn
rusting, creaking
of their former selves. Carol
Spanks, eight times an All-
American shortstop,
couldn’t figure out any way
to get the ball to her first
baseman with a worn-out
arm,

Nancy Ito, the -classic
catcher of the past decade,
got relief from buckltop
chora late Saturday and

lea the im-
preeslon that age doesn’t
allow her any to
squat behind home plate for

mes and still

two full
ectively.
AND PAT Whitman, the
All-American pitcher from
't provide

Fa

-uplor“""’

lwped—i
Welbnrnm%i. the mound—at
least, n trip. i
The problem hwd enuhe,
that it will be quite a dif-
ferent Orange

team that
faces the Saints in the fi

when the chips are

Conceivably, ﬁm hnseman-
coach Shirley Topley will

~decide to put Srdu at

second base, where the
short throw could extend her
playing career.

Is Spanks worth saving?
lsherhitﬁng that good? You
can bet your best aluminum
bat that she is and it is.

SATURDAY Billie Harris
bested Orange, 1-0, on one
hit and Miller won a two-
hitter, 2-0. Spanks got all
three of those hits. Carol
went hitless in four trips
Sunday—but she was the
only Lionette to reach first
(she walked) against Miller
in the nightcap, and she
almost burst Paula’s bubble
in the sixth with a sizzling
liner into left-center which
required a nifty running

catch by Judy Hoke.
Spanks opened the series
with a single to right
Saturday—and that was the
only hit off Harris. A
followup error gave Orange
a threat, but a pair of for-
ceouts and a popup ended
the trouble. Nary a Lionette
reached base thereafter.
MEANWHILE, Welborn
held Sun City scoreless until
the seventh. Even singles by
Ginger Kurtz, Marilyn Ratlge

_and Thelma Keith in

fourth failed to produce a
runasa forceout at the plate
and a popup got Welbom out
of the inning.

In the seventh, however,
Denny Buchanan singled to
left with two out, then stole
second, and Linda
Spradley’s clout to right-
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Miller, p

Kurtz, ss 2010
Hoke, cf 3010
Rau, c 4 3020
Keith, 1b 3100
Mooney, 3b 3000
Buchanan, If < T
Easley, 2b 2000
Miller, p 2000

TOTALS 232 61
ORANGE 000 000 0—0 2 2
SAINTS 020 000 x—2 6 0

Easley’s big hit
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center drove her in with the
decider.

Denuy decided Saturday’s
nightcap, too. Thelma Keith
reached in the second via a
Spanks error, and Buchanan
unleashed a triple to right-
center for the run. Denny
scored moments later on a
wild pitch,

WHILE HARRIS scat-
tered three safeties Sunday
and never allowed a runner
past second, the Saints

shelled Whitman for seven

Saints’ rabbit, Denny
Buchanan, scores winning
run in bottom of seventh
inning in 1-0 Saturday night
victory, first of Saints’ four-
game swefp.

TR %

blank Llonéﬁes 4 ﬂ"rhés-——

hits and four runs.

A Spanks error in the
second on Lynn Mooney's
grounder opened the flood
gates. LeeAnn Easley
tripled to the fence in left
center after two outs for one
run, and LeeAnn then tallied
on a wild pitch.

With one out in the fifth
Harris bunted her way to
first, reached second on an
error, and scored on Becky
Rice's double to left. Kur'z
singled to deep center, but
Becky was out at the plate
ona good throw by Marylou
Adams. Hoke crashed a
triple down the left field line
to drive in Kurtz.

RAU TURNED IN the
fielding gem of the series in
Sunday’s opener with a
diving catch of Ito’s pop foul
in the seventh,

Miller’s 3-0 no-hit victory
was in no danger after the
third, with Lionette errors
providing a big assist. Rice
drove a hard grounder off
the third baseman’s glove
for an error to open the
inning, and she scored on
Hoke's well-tagged triple to
left center. Judy also
blasted across the plate
when the throw-in on her
play was bobbled.

A single in the fourth set
the stage for an insurance
run, produced by Miller’s
most gratifying hit ever—a
triple against the left field
fence off Welborn. Rau
doubled to the fence in left in
the fifth to end the offensive
parade.

ATTENDANCE was 974
Saturday and 1,174 Sun-
day. . .Barbara Thomas
returned to left field for the
Saints in Sunday’s opener,
her first appearance in
three weeks after minor
ankle surgery ... Ricki
Caito received a plaque
representing her induction
into the softball Hall of
Fame during Sunday’s

for fun

intermission. She was a star

second baseman for the
PBSW Ramblers,
forerunner to the Saints, and
before that for the Lionettes.
Several all-time women’s
softball greats participated
in the ceremony.



SPECIAL THANKS
To the Del E. Webb Corporation . . .
For bringing softball to Sun City
For building and maintaining such a beautiful Stadium.
For your faith in the Saints and Softball!
For all your helpful advice.
To All Our Loyal Fans. ..
For your strong support.
For your inspiring enthusiasm.
For your personal interest in our team.
For being such wonderful people!
To Our Promotional Helpers . . .
To Frank Miranda and Wilford Stevener and all the Lions in
Sun City for their fabulous and never ending support and “

To the News Sun and Sun Citizen for complete, accurate, and \
extensive coverage of our games.
To Larry McMillion and Gaylen Bartlett for all of their personal

established in their beautiful home at the Sun City Stadium. =
To Vern Mooney for holding down the taxing jobs of official |
scorekeeper and team statistician. |
To Joe and Jessie Shephard for all their hard work in publicizing |
our schedule.
To Jim Bassett for his time and effort spent in helping secure
summer jobs for the girls. 4
To super-fan Dr. St. John for all of his spiritual and financial |
support. e
To Art Preuss for taking such fine pictures, writing great i
articles, and being an avid supporter. ¥
To Lloyd Liken for his great devotion and eternal faith in us. b
To Wayne Brabandt for the many hours that he has helped =
us during pre-season work-outs. %
To Modern Color Printing for taking on the task of printing|
our 1973 Program.
To Joyce Ir for the fine job of selling booster buttons and
programs this year.
| To the News Sun for all the photo reprints.

When Becky and Ginger decided that two heads are better than one, so they commenced to knock their heads together attempting to catch a Texas |

Leaguer off the powerful toothpick bat of a fellow Saint.

When Billie called time out while on the mount in the middle of a home game and everyone ran out frantically, wondering what had happened, only
10 discover that'her tooth fell out. Billie, I've heard of pitchers losing their teeth, but this is ridiculous.

When Barb, before going from “creampuff” to “slugger”’, would enter the batter's box with these encouraging, kind, and loving words from her

| teammates, “Hey Barb, take three and run to the bench”.

When Thelma, the team’s official dietician and health foeds-nut, turned down a root beer float for a rhubarb sandwich and an extra large beaker of
carrot juice.

When Lynn became the steak dinner winner of the season by pulling out of a hitting slump, when challenged by Linda to match hits. Lynn proceeded
10 hit her way into the steak house, and Linda into Der Wienerschnitzel

When Becky, receiving a sign from Coach Bev, got ready to steal and the batter stepped out of the box. Time out was called, and the pitcher threw a
warm-up pitch. Becky, not aware that time was out, led off with the pitch, and made a gallant steal, only to notice all of the staring faces. The bench had
it's share of sympathy by commenting, “Hey, where are you going, Becky"? Coach Bev, not really oo surprised at the latest Saint maneuver, verbalized
strongly across the infield, “Becky, the steal is off".

When Paula earned the name of “Twinkle Toes' by tripping over her feet rounding third base and landing flat on her face. Paula’s tripping tricks are
unique, not only did she fall face first with hands in the air, she did it twice, at the same base, in the same game. Or the time she hyperventilated in Indio
after consuming twelve hot dogs.

When Marilyn thought it might be fun to hang around the backstop, literally. Fading back for a pop fly, she leaped high into the air and snagged the
ball, only to discover that she had not returned to the ground. Ever heard of a catcher being hung to the old oak fence by a glove?

When Lee Ann, during league games, demonstrates her ability to make five different and highly technical ways to make a double play. She assures us
that this season she is going to try it with the ball.

When Denny was a victim of a smashing blow to right field. This astute young speedster, realizing that the ball would surely travel well over her head,
told herself that she must run down the ball to save the game. She turned to her left and immediately proceeded to fall flat on her chin.

When Judy’s reputation for covering a lot of miles in the outfield in a hurry, spread to the local Chevy dealers. When she bought her new car, the
warrantee read, “The maintenance warrantee on this Malibu is good for 20,000 miles or 20 hours, whichever comes first”.

When Ginger committed the infielders Cardinal Sin #1 by taking her eye off of the ball. Seems that the ball disappeared and after a few minutes of
::‘hlollc searching, Ginger discovered that the ball had weasled it's way up her blouse. “Don’t look now Ginger, but the gal that hit the ball just crossed

ome plate

When Linda, while receivinga ticket for a wide right hand turn, did what any driver of her ability would do; ran over the policeman’s motorcycle while
he was writing the ticket, Perhaps | should say tickets.

When Cheryl was too scared to attend the Saints tryouts. So, a few of the Saints did a fine and decent thing. They stole her glove and cleats, and

immediately commenced to kidnap her and carry her off to practice i
When Georgia laid a beautiful bunt down the first base line and dashed to first. Approaching the bag in a sprint, she reached out with her foot, and
with absolutely no hesitation, she promptly tripped and fell flat.
“Georgia, | hate 10 say it, but the ball rolled foul”. Need | say more!

3 B!

After hopping up and brushing herself off, Bev looked at her with head shaking, saying, |




of five teams.

Saints.

WHAT IS THE PCWSL"

The Pacific Coast Women's Softball League is one of the few
strong major softball leagues in the United States. It now consists i

Each team in the league has a 32-game schedule; [
other member team 8 times — 4 home and 4 away. The present|

member teams are the Orange Lionettes; the Fresno Rockets; the \#
Salt Lake City Shamrocks; the Anaheim Royals; and the Sun City

1972 PCWSL ALL-STARS

playing each|

Infielders:
Shirley Topley
Carol Spanks
Ginger Kurtz
Terry Murphy
Thelma Keith

— Orange Lionettes
— Orange Lionettes
— Sun City Saints
— Fresno Rockets
— Sun City Saints

Denise Haas — Fresno Rockets
Nancy Ito — Orange Lionettes
Outfielders:
Diane Haataja — Orange Lionettes |-
Judy Hoke — Sun City Saints i

Barbara Thomas — Sun City Saints

THE wivner

Utility:

Leslie Ball — Salt Lake City Shamrocks
Top Pitcher:

Nancy Welborn — Orange Lionettes
Top Hitter:

Carol Spanks — Orange Lionettes
Youth Award:

Debb\e Rlcket!s = Orange Lionettes

President: Jerry Murphy, Fresno
Vice President: Lynn Mooney and

Ginger Kurtz
Secretary-Treasurer: Margo Davis, Anaheim

(R el
1972 SPECIAL
TEAM AWARDS

Barbara Thomas, All Star Outfielder; Thelma Keith, All
tar Infielder; Ginger Kurtz, All Star Infielder; Judy |
oke, All Star Outfielder.
Gmw Kurtz - Most Valuable Player Award
Paula Miller - Most Improved Player Award
Judy Hoke - ““Spark Plun Award |
T, 5




By ART PREUSS

Sun Cnt) Stadium this
weekend, but there is likely
to be more fire than mist in

everyone’s eyes.

The Sun City Saints will
host the Fullerton, Calif.,
Royals in twin
doubleheaders at 7:30 p.m.
tomorrow and Sunday.

Formerly the Anaheim
Royals, the Fullerton squad
has an infield that includes
at least two ex-Saints.

times. ? g;inh C?ﬂg
manage only three ou

four against the Royals
when ﬂwy met Aprll 28 and

n

pont of the Saints’ 16
contests thus far, only the
four games with Fullerton
have been league games.
Tomorrow and Sunday
nights’ series again will be

play. 3
he Royals are composed

primarily  of league
veterans and are not afraid

to run the bases. In the last

First baseman Andiev series, the Royals made five

Ervin and shortstop Chris
Miner, both of whom were
| with the Fresno Rockets last
year, and the Saints before
that, are now playing for the
Royals. The Royals are a
new addition to the Pacific
Coast Women’s Softball
League, throwing together a
sqund qﬂn year for the first

Allhough new, the Royals
are a strong Qnm from
indications thus far, In fact,
the Royals handed the
Saints one of only two losses
| in their 16 outings.

Last weekend the Saints
swept a four-game series

the Orange, Calif.,
Lionettes who have been the
national titleholders nine

attempts to steal second.

Saints’ catcher Marilyn Rau

cut down four of the five
Royals’ runners, however.

Saints’ coach Gerald
Stapley should have a full
roster for this series, since
left fielder Barbara Thomas
is back inuniform and ready
to play. She played in last
weekend’s series, the first
time since an operation a
month ago.

Saints’ pitching figures to
be a key to their chances for
sweeping the series, It
appears to be in mid-season
form already. Last
weekend, against one of the
nation’s foremost teams,
Billie Harris tossed a one-
hitter in t.hc opener and

....... ST

Sun Cify hosts Fullerton team
sporting couple of ex-Saints

allowed only four hits for the
14 innings she was on the
‘mound. Paula Miller gave
wup two hits the first night,
and then came back in the

series finale to post a no-
hitter.

Admission is $1 for adults
and 50 cents for children
under 12,

IF YOU CAN’T BEAT UM -JOIN UM

The Sun City Saints are proud to welcome “Staps’ as their new coach. Born
in Snowflake, Arizona, in 1931, he moved to Mesa in 1944, Gerald comes from
a large family, boasting two brothers and five sisters. Enjoying a large family,
he has ten children; 7 girls and 3 boys. He began his softball career at the age

of 13, playing for the city of Mesa. He has played a total of 28 seasons, 26 of
these catching. Gerald participated in the Men’ ~a:
His Latter Day Saints church ward, with his j. p, won the All-Church Softball
Tournament three times. Gerald has umpiied o
men’s and women’s softball leagues. He umpired many Saints games and has um-

st Pitch Tournament in 1962.

r a number of years for both

pired in the Women's National
Fast Pitch Tournament three & L}
times. When “Staps’” was 'g *

asked how he feltabout coach-
ing women, he commented, @ “
“It's different than what | NS
thought it would be. They say &= ,.’ o e

3

I'm not tough enough on
them". With anextensive soft- f

ball background, the Saints
feel that they are fortunate in
having such a fine gentleman
to lead their way in “73".

AT

o o s A

D



Those Wonderjul Yearns
il Bev ...

You are probably all wondering just what this will be,
But the Saints want to dedicate this to Beverly.

Dear Bev we ve got something especially for you,
Something we're afraid bas been long overdue.

Every season you've given us “‘your all”,

Just trying to get us to play some good ball!

While the fans give us the credit when we win the game —
1t seems, when we lose, on you falls the blame.

And to our great fans we’ll say it out loud;

To have you as our coach we’re more than just proud.

Even on days when you ran us to death,

The days we thought, “We’ll never catch our breath”.
These hard practices were all worth our while —
Because after we’d win, we'd see that old smile.

And when we just needed a friend that did care,

With our troubles we came, and you were always there!
We just want to say thanks for bringing us this far —
For Bev, in our eyes, you are the star.

B. B, '72
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the two teams

Saints captured

As if a 74-game schedule
were not enough, six
members of the Sun City
Saints last week donned
| Arizona State University
uniforms and flew to
Omaha, Neb., to assist the
college in capturing its
second straight title in the
College World Series of
‘women'’s fast-pitch softball,
Saints' contributors in-
cluded pitcher Paula Miller,
d  baseman Lynn
Mooney, second baseman
LeeAnn Easley, and out-
fielders Judy Hoke, Becky
Rice, Denny Buchanan, and
Chery] Stice,
The world series schedule

heﬁinn Wednesday night
with two exhibition games
against JFK College of

‘Wahoo, Neb. ASU won the
the

” the second contest
53, with ex-Saint Betty Barr
on the mound for ASU.
ASU DEFEATED
Wenhrn Llllnoh 42 Thur-
sday in series opener.
‘ gn‘:me was in doubt late
began scoring in the 6th und
7th innings, but could not
muster more than the two
jruns. Western Iliinois

finished ‘ lm in the

)

Sainfst host 's

| And its fnl:z: and g-;
~ |Nuggets long have awai
l‘::uﬂng with the Sun City

As tournaments often go,

passed

brackets

as the
their

seventh straight title.
THERE'S NO tournament

For the ASU squad,
Friday afternoon’s game
was little more than a
warm-up for the evening
contest, with the Devil gals

i

! ¢ B %
this weekend to shorts!
eather tting—in
muhlbltim&mden at
7:30 p.m. Saturday and
. Admission is $1 for
adults and 50 cents for
children under 12.
Unfortunately, or for-
tunately, the Nuggets will
not get a chance to see the
Saints at full strength. One-
half of the Saints pitching
staff, Paula Miller, has
other commitments. She is
to be married tomorrow
afternoon.

Saints heIpIA‘SU _
to softball title

combining for 15 hits in a 9-1
rout of Northern Colorado.
The one run for Colorado
came from a home-run in
the sixth inning, and that
play was close as outfielder
Rice made the throw to
home, but the tag by the
catcher Mooney came just a

little late

It was a different story
that evening in the quarter-
final contest with Kansas.
“‘l;l‘;e game was junrenl,"
said Mooney. ‘‘We just kept
smashing the ball and they
kept making the plays.”

e
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oftball fown's' Nuggets

'he trip to the altar comes came in to sub for the
ntwwmm time for regular Saints’ left fielder

the Saints, since a loss to the

Barbara Thomas some five

Nuggets cannot affect their weeks ago when Thomas
league standings. But next underwent surgery on her
weekend the Sun City squad ankle. Although Barbara is

travels to California for a

back to take over her

with the Pacific position, Denny has been
“C:smgue titleholders, . hitting the ball well and her
the Orange Lionettes. Miss speed on the bases has been
Miller is expected to be back a form of security for coach
on the mound in time for Gerald Stapley.

that series.

THE PROBABLE
replacement for Miller will
be outfielder-pitcher
Georgia Buelow, the only
other Saints’ player to see
any service on the mound
thus far in the season. She
pitched several innings
against the San Diego Royal
Rebels early in the season.

And there is a good chance
that second-year player
Denny Buchanan will be in
the Saints’ outfield some
time in the series. Denny

bottom of the seventh inning
with two outs that Buchanan
lined a hard shot through the
second baseman’s legs that
rolled to the fence.
Buchanan, possessed with
better-than-average speed,
rounded all the bases and
slid under the tag at home
plate for the game’s winning
run.

Saturday night in the
semifinals against Illinois
State it was another night
for Devil hitters, Buchanan
hit two triples and Hoke
added another in the 9-2 ASU
win. “Both of the teams
were hil A well in that
game,” said Mooney. In
fact, in the sixth and seventh
inning  Illinois  State
replaced its No. 1 pitcher,
Margie Wright, to bring in
lomemeds? in the hopes of

us.”

stoppi b

After the Saturday loss,
Illinois State was dropped to
the loser’s bracket and had
to defeat Southwestern
Missouri State in a Sunday
morning contest to earn the
right to take on the ASU
squad again. The Illinoisans
took ASU 4-0 in a Sunday

IT WASN'T until the,

Buchanan came back

afternoon contest, “We iust
couldn’t seem to do anything
right,” said Mooney. “We
had six hits, but they were
too spread out, like one each
inning,”

AFTER a 15-minute
break, the final game
between Illinois State and
ASU for the title got un-
derway. The same two
pitchers met again, with one
full game already pitched
that day by Miller and two
full games by Wright.

The final tested their
endurance—all 16 innings of
it: for the day that meant 23
innings for Miller and 30 for
Wright.

Illinois State scored one
run in each of the first two
innings to take the early
lead. Rice scored in the
fourth for the Devils and
then Mooney and Miller
added two more in the fifth
inning to make it 3-2 going
into the sixth inning.

“We definitely had a few
problems in the sixth,"
recalled Mooney. The first
Illinois batter singled and
stole second and soon the
bases were loaded via walks
and errors. With the eighth
batter in the Illinois order at

the plate with bases loaded,

Miller issued a walk, and it

tied the game.

FROM THE sixth to the
16th inning the Devils
continually put runners on
base, but just couldn't push
them across the plate.

In the bottom of the 16th,
Jean Killingsworth, who
plays during the regular
season for the Chargers of
the Copperstate League and
is the Saints’ home game
scoreboard official, drew a
base on balls, Rice bunted
her to second and Buchanan
beat out an infield hit

With two runners on base,
Hoke came to the plate and
unls a long double to
the outfield to score
Kil worth and secure
the. title.

AN

D



ners’
m, with Shriners

v

be Shri
City S

the foodgathering

s
it

weekend

in the area attending the
doubleheader attired in
their fezzes and taking with
them a bag of food. |
The event is planned as a
finale to three weeks of
for the
's Hospital
at Salt Lake City, Utah.
Next month, the Shriners

100 vehicles to take the food
to Utah.

f
i
siky

will form a caravan of some |

againstPrescott Nuggets withoutservices of Miss Miller, who




biting action was great

iph before Welborn
captured the finale, again
1) score.

's doom in the

-inaugural was spelled by

s battl

10th inning singles by Nancy
Tto and Shirley T e
forceout of Ito at third, an
infield error which loaded
1 the sacks, then the
errant pitch which hit
elborn to bring in the
game’s lone run.

ONLY IN the sixth did the
Saints geta runner past first
base. Harris reached second
on a twobase error and
went to third on Becky
Rice’s bunt single. But
Becky was doubled off first
on Kurtz’s pop to first, and
Judy Hoke's fly to center

ed the threa

Marilyn Rau cut down
Orange runners trying to
steal second in the second
and third innings.

Orange loaded the bases
in the fourth on a Carol
Spanks single, a fielder’s
choice which got no one out,

d went to Al Kurtz, Glendale ¢! store owner, v
best supporter. Kurtz accepts award from

¥,

and a walk, but Harris
:emedm&wblvhwaﬂ

TOPLEY TRIPLED to
center to open the seventh
and held on as Mary Lou
Adams was safe on a
fielder’s choice. Then
Harris retired the side on a
strikeout, infield popup, and
another strikeout,

Paula Miller, who became
Mrs. Wayne Noel a week
earlier, cut short her
honeymoon in Utah to hurl a
three-hit  shutout in
Saturday’s nightcap and
score the only run in the
eighth,

The Saints went hitless
until the sixth, when Judy

e Lionettes

to drive Becky Rice to third.
Becky had walked for the
second time. Except for
Barbara Thomas’ two-out
single in the seventh, that
was all the action in
regulation time.

ITO HAD singled in the
first but was nipped by
Rau’s throw on a theft af-
tempt, and Haataja singled
in the sixth to become the
only other Orange

nner,

In the eighth, Paula
singled up the middle,
moved up on a sacrifice and
ground out, then raced home
on Hoke’s ftrickler to third
which went for an infield
single, Davis singled off

‘Hoke singled with two outs

daughter,

never got beyond first base.

Harris gained a measure
of revenge with a three-hit
shutout Sunday. And she
scored the first and only
needed run. Billie singled in
the first and waltzed home
on Rau’s home run clout to
left field. Kurtz blasted a
homer to left-center in the
third, and the Saints got an
insurance run in the sixth
when Rau singled, advanced
on a bunt, and scored on
Lynn Mooney’s single to
right-center.

ORANGE scored the only
run of the series finale in the
fourth off Noel. Topley led
off with a single, went to
second on a sacrifice, and
scored on a Davis single to

Paula in the eighth but

to 2-2 split

right. Paula gave up only
two other singles.

The Saints had two
threats—both with two out.
Rice singled in the third and
moved up when Kurtz
walked. Rau and Noel
rapped back-to-back singles
in the sixth. The first threat
ended with an infield tapper
and the second with a
strikeout.

The Sun Citians had
racked up four straight
shutout wins over Orange
earlier this season in Sun
City—but that was the
Lionettes’ first action of the
season while the Saints had
played several games by
then, and those were
exhibition games.




By ART PREUSS
Staff Wrifer
'Tis the day before the
weekend and visions of
sugar-coated RBIs are no
doubt floating through at
least three minds,

The Sun City Saints will
host two teams for a pair of
: A, exhibition  doubleheaders
: tomorrow and Sunday
nights as the Phoenix
Sandettes are scheduled at
Sun City Stadium tomorrow
night and the Phoenix
e Westerners for Sunday
night.

Both teams are members
of the Copperstate League
and as such the contests will
be exhibition ball. The
Saints are members of the

1S The Foed
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Pacific Coast Women'’s

Softball League.

The Sandettes and
Westerners are in a three-
way tie' with the Phoenix
Sun-Stars for first place in
the Copperstate League.
The Las Vegas Belles from
Nevada had previously been
scheduled to play Satur-
day’s doubleheader, but
Vegas pitcher Bev Mec-
Dermott was injured
recently by a line drive and
will not be able to play, so
the Belles decided to cancel
the games.

Sunday night will see the
Copperstate league’s top-
ranked pitcher Darlene
Spiva, playing with the
Westerners, going against
the Saints’ mound staff.

While the Sandettes are

wifh non-league games

new toSun City Stadium, the
Westerners showed up for
four contests last year.
And several Saints
assuredly have vivid
memories of the occasion,
IN THE FIRST series
against the Westerners in
May of 1972 season, cen-
terfielder Judy Hoke put
together two hits in the first
game including a triple and
came back with another
safety in the nightcap—then
wentinto the July series and
put together four more hits.
Saints’ shortstop Ginger
Kurtz chipped in five more
hits during the four-game
encounter.
The Saints swept all four
of last year's games from
the Westerners, with Saints’

Obviously unhappy during recent game, Saints' first
baseman Thelma Keith is worse off this weekend. She will

sit outseries with strained back.

(News-Sun P hoto)

veteran Billie Harris tossing
a nohitter  and Paula
(Miller) Noel adding a one-
hit shutout,

FOR SECOND baseman
LeeAnn Easley, this
weekend’s series should
hold a special attraction,
Last year saw her debut
with the Saints when she
stepped into the second base
spot when illness forced
regular starter Sandy
Kelley to leave after the
first game.

LeeAnn responded by
going 2-for-3 at the plate,
scored a run, and accounted
for two RBIs

For first baseman Thelma
Keith, this will be a weekend
of forced rest. Thelma
strained her back while
making a stretch at first
base Sunday during the
Orange Lionettes series in
California and will not be
able to play for this series.
She expects to be ready to go
again in time for a four-
game series with the Salt
Lake City Shamrocks next
weekend.

Probable replacements
for Keith would include
Georgia Buelow or Lynn
Mooney. Buelow would be
the likely choice since
moving Mooney from her
regular third base spot
would mean bringing in
another third sacker. But
that has not proven a
problem in the past for
coach Gerald Stapley since
he has enough depth to do it,
probably moving outfielder
Judy Hoke into that spot.
This year’s series will be a
reversal of last year's
situation. The Saints were
busy looking ahead to the
next week when they were
scheduled to meet the
league-leading Lionettes.
But this season finds the
Lionettes’ series behind
them, providing a chance to
sit back and enjoy the game.
Game time tomorrow and
Sunday night is 7:30. Ad-
mission is $1 for adults and

50 cents for children under
12.



By BURT FREIREICH
If ever there was a

‘Coast Women's League's
Sun City Saints and the
| Copperstate Softball
Lea it was a
convincingly over the
weeki

end.
The Saints, although
shorthanded, ed

T ————————

Squired about
"ﬂﬂnl-w-.!c
at Saturd

another Copperstate leader,
the Phoenix Westerners,
twice on Sunday, 10-0 and 5-

0.

Paula hurled the weekend
opener against the San-
dettes, and reserve hurler
Georgia Buelow handled
Saturday’s nightcap in the
absence of ace Billie Harris,
who faces major surgery
Tuesday at Good Samaritan
Hospital in Phoenix.

Thelma Keith, recoveri
from a strained back,
missed Saturday’s action
but returned to duty
unexpectedly Sunday.
Catcher Marilyn Rau and
then Mrs. Noel filled in for
her Saturday.

THE SAINTS didn’t
exactly run wild over the
Sandett_?;'“w_Var:
Bracamonte  opener.
While Mrs. Noel checked
her mates on two hits, she
was pretty stingy herself,

by proud gra
hers catch early p::.
ay dnubleh_elder. Grandpa

allowing only one earned
run.

Linda Spradley walked in
the third, was sacrificed to
second, and scored on
Ginger Kurtz’s double to
right. When the ball got past
the right fielder, Ginger
raced home, too.

Spra 's single in the
fiﬁlll’ tﬁfcyhed off another
two-run outburst. Linda
scooted to second on an
outfield bobble, then to third
as LeeAnn Easley’s

ounder was mishandled
or an error, and scored on
an infield out. Kurtz rapped
out another two-out single to
drive in Easley.

BUELOW GAVE up a run
to the Sandettes on three
hits in the first and later
gave up a pair on three
singles in the sixth. But she
and Denny Buchanan more
than made up for it with

action

Sainis rip Copperstate's best|

offensive activities of their
own.

Georgia blasted a single
and two-run homer, drove in
two runs, and scored three.
Denny singled as the Saints
leadoff batter and scored
the first run, then uncorked
a bases-loaded homer to
wind up Sun City scoring in
the fifth.

After Denny’s single and
an error, Noel crashed a
triple to give the Saints a 2-1
lead. A four-run outburst in

second included suc-
cessive doubles by Kurtz,
Judy Hoke, and Rau.

THE WESTERNERS
committed six errors in
Sunday’s opener to pave the
way for an easy 10-0 Saints
win. Becky Rice opened
with a double, and enough

walks and errors foll
produce four runs.
single and Rau’s
featured a two-run ou
in the second.

When the dust cleared,
Hoke and Barbara Thomas
each had a pair of hits for
Sun City, Kurtz and Hoke
scored three times apiece,
and the Westerners had a
meager three safeties off
Noel.

They managed four hits
off Paula in the finale but
never came close after Lynn
Mooney’s single and a pair
of errors gave Sun City a 2-0
lead in the second. A couple
of errors, a walk, and
Lynn’s double produced the
final three runs in the fifth
as Darlene Spiva hurled
well for the Westerners,

TR




Saints statistics (sob)
suffer sorry fortune

The News-Sun is publishing only Sunday’s
Saints boxscores in this issue. Saturday’s box-
scores are not available—and that is a story in
itself.

The News-Sun had planned to use the box-
scores from the Saints’ scorebook. First
baseman Thelma Keith had the book Saturday
but forgot to take it toSun City Stadium Sunday.
So she phoned Saints franchise owner Bev Dryer
to request that she take them along to the game.

Bev latched onto two scorebooks. But when she
arrived at the stadium only one was in her
possession. The other—which was the one

ining the needed infe ion—flew out of

her car en route. y

If anyone finds a beaten, battered, and
tiremarked scorebook on the Black Canyon
Freeway, please handle it carefully. We need it.

A team too tough to...

By ART PREUSS
Staff Writer
Rumor has it thaf the Sun
City Saints may soon have to
publish a “Who's Who”
hospital listing.

word is that Harris is
in, Keith is back, and Kurtz

isn’t sure where she’s at.
Veteran pitcher Billie
Harris is led to un-
dergo an operation this

e
#

THELMA KEITH

BILLIE HARRIS

=]

morning at Good Samaritan
Hospital in Phoenix. Ac-
cording to coach Gerald
Stapley, the operation is
serious enough to keep the
ageless All-Star out of action
for at least five weeks,
perhaps more.

FIRST BASEMAN
Thelma Keith surprised
herself and Stapley when
she reported ready to play
Sunday night for a
doubleheader with the
Phoenix Westerners. She
had strained the muscles in
her back the weekend before
when the Saints traveled to
California to play the
Orange Lionettes.

Thelma had - figured- to
miss the full weekend of
play and did sit out the
Saturday twin bill against
the Phoenix Sandettes.
Sitting still that long
evidently proved to be too
much for her and just prior
to game time Sunday night
she told Stapley she felt fit

GINGER KURTZ

enough to be back on the
field.

Shortstop Ginger Kurtz is
probably still trying to clear
the visions of baseball cleats
and shin bones from her
mind long enough to decide
which way to the ball field.

ABOUT MIDWAY
through Sunday night's
finale, Ginger went into one
of her head-first slides at
third base but was stopped
several yards short of her
goal by a firm stand on the
part of the Westerner’s third
baseman,

Lee Ann Easley came in to
take over the duties at short
while Ginger was given a
bag of ice to calm a fast-
swelling lump on her head.

When the dust finally
clears, however, Stapley
hopes to have a full roster,
with the exception of Harris,
on hand for this weekend's
series with the Salt Lake
City Shamrocks.

There is one question
outstanding for Stapley:
Anybody know where to find
a good pitcher?

H ospiThAL. -

1
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The
pitcher Billie Harris may
never be felt as greatly as
this weekend when the Sun
City Saints host the Salt
Lake City S!mnroc? for a
four-game series at Sun City
sudium Game time is 7:30

Billle underwent an
operation Tuesday to repair
| damage in her intestines.
She reports that she is
feeling fine, but will have a
recuperation period of at

least six weeks and does not

plan to be back in uniform

for the rest of the season.
THAT LEAVES the task

veteran Paula Miller and
Georgia Buelow, who has
been handling some of the
;ilchmg on and off-and-on

Bul Georgia has never
claimed to be the answer to
the  Saints’ pitching
problems. She is new to the
caliber of mound com-
petition in the Pacific Coast
League.

That old truism of not
appreciating what you have
is particularly applicable at
this point in the season. And
for several reasons.

TOMORROW AND
Sunday nights’ contests are
especially important since
they will be league games.
Thus far, the Saints have
done very well in the overall
standings, but have only
managed to split the eight
league contests thus far.

Now, normally the
Shamrock series is a chanc
to pick up a few stepping
stones toward the league
lead. Last year the Saints
took seven of the eight
games with the Utahans.

This year they
desperately need more than
an even split. They need
‘em all.

BUT BACK to Billie. It
was the seasoned All-Star
Harris who tossed two
shutouts in the first four-
game series with the

mroch posting a one-
hitter the opener
:nublhh the Saints’ in-

As if that was not enough,
she helped he:

ﬂumroch metin m first
nd those four wins
m.lde il d]ht llnmht after

dropping four to the league-
leading Orange Lionettes.
THIS YEAR, they are also
coming off of four straight
wins—but that is a deceiving
statistic. The past four wins

Little packages
sometimes hold big
. Right fielder Becky
smallest Saints’
from

have been against Cop-
perstate League teams and
have not really provided a
test of strength.

However, the weekend
prior to those games, the

,"infs face 4 leagtie games
) strength of lone pitcher

Saints split a four-game
series with the Pacific Coast
Leagues No. 1 team, the
onettes—and those were
road games. That should
provide an indication that
the Saints are stronger
earlier this year.
But that was with Billie.

D
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By BURT FREIREICH
Four yeoman pitching
performances by Paula
Noel and possibly the No. 1
power display of Marilyn
Rau’s nine-year career have
vaulted the Sun City Saints
towithinstriking distance of
the Pacific Coast Women’s
League lead.

Although only sketchy
statistics are available, it

|appears that the Orange

Lionettes top the league
with a 7-3 record for a .700
average while the Saints
now are 11-5 for a .687
average.

WITH BILLIE Harris
recuperating from surgery,
the newlywed Mrs. Noel
assumed the entire Sun City
pitching burden over the
weekend and notched three
shutouts over the free-
swinging Salt Lake City
Shamrocks. Her victories
were 11-0 and 10-3 Saturday
and 3-0 and 7-0 Sunday.
Losing pitcher in the last
three contests was Joy
Wood, veteran Salt Lake ace
who was familiar to Sun City
fans as Joy Peterson. A
December marriage
changed her name.

Miss Rau started slowly
witha single in three trips in
the series’ first game, then

built to a crescendo.

SHE BLASTED two
triples in three at-bats and
drove in three runs in
Saturday’s nightcap.

She figured in all of the
scoring in Sunday’s opener
with a triple and double in
three trips. Then, in the
finale, she came within 18
inches of becoming the first
woman softballer to clear
the fence 240 feet away.
That drive went for a double
and drove in Judy Hoke,
who had tripled moments
earlier.

Judy had a hitting spree of
her own. She went 7-for-13 in
the series, including two
triples.

THE SHAMROCKS
committed six errors in
paving the way for their 11-0
inaugural loss. A walk, a
passed ball, a sacrifice, and
an error allowed Ginger
Kurtz to score in the first,
and Ginger's bases-loaded
single drove in a pair in the
second. Mrs. Noel doubled
in two runs in the third and
in the fifth scored on Thelma
Keith'’s single after tripling.

Salt Lake City went to
work early in the second
game. They managed only

one run in the first although
Jody Schwich tripled and
Les Ball and Mrs. Wood
followed with singles. They

Paula pitches Saints
to second in league

added two in the second on a
single, the first of Lois
Elkington’s three suc-
cessive doubles, and Janet
Keim's friple.

BUT THE Saints got all
they needed withfive runs in
the first. An error, a Hoke
single, and a“}lau triple
produced two quick runs, A
walk, Barbara Thomas’
double, and an error
finished out the inning. Mrs.
Noel's single dréve in two
runs in the fourth, and back-
to-back Hoke and Rau
triples featured the  three-
run fifth.

The Shamrocks got
tougher Sunday. Hoke’s two-
out single in the first was
followed by a Rau triple,
and Marilyn scored on an
error. An error and Rau’s
run-scoring double to right-
center produced the 3-0 win.

Elkington's pinch single
broke up a Noel no-hitter
with one out in the sixth.

THE FINALE was tight
for a while. Kurtz beat out
an infield tapper for a first-
inning single, then scored on
a two-base throwing error.
Anerror and Lynn Mooney's
single produced another
tally in the fourth.

Then the Saints erupted
for five runs in the fifth. The
rally included singles by
Keith, Mooney, and Becky
Rice plus extra-base blows
by Kurtz, Hoke, and Rau.

The Saints will hest the
Redwood City Jets in a pair

eheaders

of 7:30 p.m. double
KIII"I ses pace Saturday and Sunday. These
SALT LAKE abr h bi | are not league games.
S‘:vwvich,s: 3000
rdema, ¢ 3000
Ball, 1b 3000 | Rau takes charge
Wood, p 3000 {
Keim, 3b 2000 | SALT LAKE abr h bi
Haviland, cf 2000 | Schwich, ss 3000
lann, cf 2000 Aardema, ¢ 3000
Elkington, rf 2010 Ball, 1b 3010
er, 2000 Wood, p 3000
TOTALS 2020 Keim, 3b 3000
Haviland, cf 2000
SAINTS abrh bi Hann, If 2000
Kurtz, ss 4 33X Flory, rf 1000
Buchanan, If-cf 4000 Elkington, rf 1.9 59
e, c 277,50 Baker, 2b 2000
Thomas, If 0000 TOTALS 23020
Rau, ¢ oA
Keith, 1b 2010 SAINTS abrh bi
.3 31,22 Kurtz, ss 3010
Noel, p 3000 Buchanan, If 3000
Rice, rt 30011 Hoke, ¢ 372 2.0
Spradiey, 2b 2100 Rau, ¢ iy Y
TOTALS 8796 Keith, 1b 3000
Mooney, 3b 3010
SALT LAKE 000000 0—023 Noel, p 2000
SAINTS 100 150 x—7 9 0 Rice, rf 3010
y Spradiey. 2b 3000
TOTALS 2 37 2
SALTLAKE 0000000023
SAINTS 200010 x—37 1



Saints calcher Marilyn Rau heads into first base Sunday in
second game’s fourth inning. Reaching base on Shamrock’s
‘error, Rau was brought home for inning’s second run on
single by third baseman Lynn Mooney.  (News-Sun Photo)




/10-GAME ROAD TRIP AHEAD

By BURT FREIREICH
SunCity’s Saints will head
for a 10-game road trip over
of July

day) so they left their local
fans with something to
remember—a four-game
sweep of the Redwood City

Jets.

The fans left the Saints
with something - to
remember, too—a season
record turnout. The two
doubleheaders drew a 2,744
paid attendance. Sunday’s
1,406 turnout was a 1973
record Sunday.

The Californians found
Paula Miller Noel almost
untouchable as she pulled
the Sun Citians into a 36-6
overall season record and
25-1 in exhibition play.
PAULA OPENED
Saturday with a 60 four-
hitter. The Saints scored
early and often in the
nightcap so Coach Gerald
Stapley yanked Paula after
three shutout innings, and
Georgia Buelow mopped up
for a 13-2 triumph.

The Jets, who two weeks
earlier split a four-game
series with the Pacific Coast
Women’s League champjon
Orange Lionettes got tough
Sunday. Linda Wheelan,
who was sl Saturday,
lost a tough 2-0 contest in
which Mrs. Noel accounted
for the only earned run.
Even that one was tainted
as her long line drive was
misjudged by the cen-
terfielder into a triple.
Paula won the finale, 4-1,
her own throwi error

Paula’s whitewash
REDWOODCITY abr h bl
Schaffer, 3b 3010
N. Justino, cf S 1 50
Larson, s 3000
Bayliss, 1b 3000
Aitch, ¢ 3000
Wheelan, p ‘ 0 ;'s‘
Benberg, 2b 010
Alves, If 2010
J. Justino, rf 2000
TOTALS 24060
SAINTS abrh bi
2001
2020
3000
2000
3010
|Mooney. 2000
Rice, rf 3110
Spradiey, 2o 23000
P 2T ALY
TOTALS wEED
JETS 000 000 0—0 &
SAINTS 001100 x—2 §.

ending a long string of
scoreless innings.

THELMA KEITH came
out of a batting slump with
six hits in 13 trips for the
weekend. Becky Rice went 6
for 11, including three
straight singles in the finale.

Barbara Thomas
celebrated the return of her
sailor-husband from
Vietnam with a topflight
hitting performance—triple,
double, and two singles in
six at-pats.

Sunday’s first-game
cliffhanger was settled in
the third although the Sun
Citians had a golden op-

portunity in the first. Ginger
Kurtz opened with a walk,
raced to third on a Thomas
single, and then Barbara
stole second. The next three
batters failed to get the ball
out of the infield, however,
and the opportunity went
down the drain.

MRS. NOEL tripled to

. open the third and dashed

home on Kurtz’s followup

Saints Boxscores

Ginger drives in 3
REDWOODCITY abr h bi
Schaffer, 3o 4021
N. Justino, cf 4000
Larson, ss 2000
Bayliss,lb . 3000
Aitch, ¢ B 63,0200
Cotta, p 3000
. 3TN 0
Alves, If 1000
Borchard, rf 2000
TOTALS 251 51
SAINTS abrh bi
2,55 4123
Buchanan, If 3010
cf 4010
., © 2000
Keith, 1b 3020
3010
Rice, rf 3230
y. 20 1400
'.h : 000

3 0
TOTALS o /
JETS 0000100—1 53
SAINTS 110 200 x—4 11 1

ground out. Ginger also was
involved in all of the
nightcap’s scoring.

The Saints got an in-
surance run in Sunday's
opener in the fourth, when
Rice singled to right with
one out. Linda Spradley
drove a sharp grounder to
the shortstop, and the throw
for an attempted forceout at
second went into right
center. Becky raced in to
score, and Linda also would
have tallied but for a fan-
tastic catch and tag by
catcher Wanda Aitch.

Saints catcher Marilyn -

Rau put on her own sen-
sational defensive per-
formance in Sunday’s
opener. The Jets loaded the
bases with three successive
singles after two outs in the
second, but Marilyn’s rifle
arm picked off the runner at
first to end the threat.
SHE PICKED OFF
another runner at first base
in the sixth, and after a
followup single it appeared
that she had done it for the
third time but the umpire
ruled that the first baseman
had missed the tag.
Undaunted, Marilyn
wound up the game with a
double play. As Linda
Benberg struck out, Marilyn
pegged the ball to shortstop
Kurtz, who launched a

rundown on a baserunner
attempting to advance from
first. n

In the nightcap Kurtz was
safe on an error to open the
first inning, advanced on a
sacrifice and Judy Hoke'’s
single to left, then scored on

|
Judy Hoke, Saints* centerfielder, ad

an errant throw by the
second baseman attempting
to foil a double steal.

RICE SINGLED in the
second and advanced on a
sacrifice, then scored on
Kurtz's two-out single up the
middle. .

d ds still another tally to
Saints' total in 13-2 rout.over Red i at s
Ratirday it ver wood City, ?alli.. Jets

Saints give record crowds 4-game swee'p of

Jets



It was run,

Lot S . £

Judging by determined look on her face, at third after lining a triple to deep center
Saints’ first baseman Thelma Keith is not in Saturday nightcap. Error on throw
10 be denied three-base hit. Saints’ coach  allowed her to continue on, however,
Gerald Stapley signals for Thelma to hold scoring one of Saints’ 13 runs that game.




By ART PREUSS
Staff Writer

Tomorrow the Sun City

Saints kick off a 10-game
California road schedule,
but will be at full strength
lor only four of those con-

'I‘he Saints are scheduled

to take on the Fresno
Rockets tomorrow and
Sunday, then travel to
Sacramento Monday for a
doubleheader with the
Sonics, -and
Clara Tuesday and Wed-
nesday forrmr more games
with the Laurels

then to Santa’

Shortstop Gingnr Kurtz

mdeenmﬂelder Judy Hoke
will be in attendance for the
four games with the Rockets
in Fresno, but will return to
the Valley after that series
to prepare for summer
school class finals next
week.

THE CLASSES are
pamculnrly important since
both have signed contracts
to teach and need the credits
from the summer course to

pitcher. With Billie Harris
out, Paula Noel has been
going it alone, which is
plausible for four games
over a weekend.

But 10 games in five days
is unrealistic.

FORTUNATELY, the
Fresno series will conclude
the league contests during
the road trip. The games
with the Sacramento Sonics
and Santa Clara Laurels

"To add to the pi

are play.

36 wins and six losses on the

year,

In fact, while the defen-
ding Pacific Coast Women’s

Softball League champs, the
Orange Lionettes, hold the
No. 1 spot by a few games
this year, the Saints have
compiled a better overall
record,

THIS WILL be the first
meeting with the Rockets
this year, but it will not be
me hsL The Fresno squad

coach  Gerald

Likely replacements for
hor!

Saints’
Kurtz and centerfiel
Judy Hoke during
road trip starting tom
will be LeeAnn Ea

r

lqﬂllerf

, even ibiti
play for the Sun City gals
constitutes a matter of pride
since they have built up a
prestigious overall record of

at Sun City
Stadlum July 20, 21 for a
four-game series.

At this point, it would
provide a psychological

' Saints to play w:fh parhal crew

advantage for the Saints to
sweep the Fresno series so
that when the Rockets
arrive here for the con-
cluding series, the Saints
would have the upper hand.

And for that matter, by
the time the next series with
Fresno arrives, it could well
have a significant effect on
the league standings since
the race between the
second place Saints and the
Lionettes is no more than a
few games apart at this

int.

THIS WILL also be the
first encounter with the
Sonics this year. Earlier in
the season the Saints hosted
the. Santa Clara Laurels,
taking three of the four
games from them.
However, that was when
veteran pitcher Billie Harris
was still on the mound for
the Saints and Ginger and
Judy were both on hand.

For the Sun City lasses,
obviously, the Fresno series
is most important.

But there is sure to be a lot
of scrambling for those last
six games as well.

Standings |

PACIFIC COASTVIGEAGI’:J‘E
Orange 13 3
SUNCITY 11 5
Fullerton 11 9
SaltLake 6 18
Fresno 3 9




City squad which lost two ftriple to end the scoring outhitting the Laurels, 10-8.  held on dike grim death to
games Monday to the early. Sun City gained a 90 lead outlast the late charging
Sacramento Sonics, 32 and THE NIGHTCAP was a with two runs in the second Santa Clarans.
1-0. The Saints moved up to slugfest, with the Saints and seven in the third, then  The Laurels got a
Santa Clara to score 1-0 and
of 9-8 triumphs Tuesday, then
lost a 1-0 verdict to the
Laurels Wednesday before
closing out the series with a
50 win.

During these last six
games of the tour Georgia
Buelow filled in atfirst base,
Denny Buchanan in center,
and LeeAnn Easley at
cpmwmgwhwh included shortstop.

umu over a fiveday IN THE opener at
Sacramento all the scoring

was concentrated in the first
e innings. The Sonics got four
::lerf ﬁ:’fejuﬁmz;‘f of their seven hits in the first
flew back fo Phoenix for IMning, shoving across three
ASU summer school final runs. The Saints got four of
ams, and an injury in- their hits in the first for two

~ curred while scoring the
winning run in the last

Nmmg, the Fresno set,

runs.

The Saints outhit the

Fresms game put st Sone, $4, o e, second

:“uml;:'l‘halm Keithonto §0ir errors in the fifth in-

i o ning to give Sacramento the

'PAULA NOEL hurled all game's only run.  The

10 games, the last eight with double loss left Sun City’s

a bruised ankle. season exhibition mark at
So it was a makeshift Sun 3 L

o S ey - 1§ WAS & different story at

Santa Clara Tuesday, when

Mrs. Noel set the Laurels

down on one hit in the

opener. The Saints got only

three hits, two of them by

! Marilyn Rau. Buchanan

i was hitby a pitch in the first

inning, stole second, moved

to third on a bunt, and

scored as Rau unleashed a

Proving to hg thorn in side of Santa Clara opening game Tuesday and came back
Laurels, Saints’ catcher Marilyn Rau later in series with Laurels to post two of
picked up two of team’s three hits during team's four hits thatgame.

(News-Sun Photo)
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glrd for JFK

measure of revenge in
Wednesday’s opener, with
an unearned run giving
them a 1-0 victory. A single

with one out in the sixth, a .

sacrifice, and a two-base
throwing error on an infield
grounder produced the lone
tally. Rau collected two of
Sun City’s four hits. Santa
Clara also was limited to
four safeties.

Mrs. Noel scattered three
hits in posting a 5-0 shutout
to conclude the road trip.

keen rivalry with the
Wahoo, Neb., team through
participation in collegiate
women’s softball on the
Arizona State squad.

Two years ago Mrs. Noel
won the national collegiate
tourney’s most valuable
player award although JFK
bested ASU for the title.
Last year ASU won, and the
Sun Devils repeated this
year although JFK was
ineligible because of its
athletic scholarship

The Saints bunched three progra

hits in the fourth in picking
up three runs, and Linda
Spradley tripled home a
pair in the sixth.

THIS WEEKEND the
Saints will be back at Sun
City Stadium, hosting the
John F. Kennedy College
Patriettes in 7:30 p.m.
doubleheaders  tomorrow
and Sunday.

The bulk of the Saints’
squad has been involved in a

m.

NONETHELESS, the Sun
Devil squad left for the
Omaha tourney early in
order to play an exhibition
doubleheader at Wahoo.
The Devils and JFK split,
Mrs. Noel winning 3-0 and
ex-Saint Betty Barr ab-
sorbing a 5-3 defeat.

Keith will miss the
Patriette series but is ex-
pected to return to action
against the Shamrocks at
Salt Lake City July 14-15.

Saints women softhal

team

MOONEY | STAY Away
FROM THAT Feod//

In praise of Saints — angelic and otherwise

Retired Saint, Sandy Kelley,
is honored for her six years
with team.

honored its founder, owner,
| and former coach—Bey
i m dedicating 1973 |
£ ' TEaieen
o 1 -~ : 2 - ” > l
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Georgia Buelow (top) may see more duty for remainder of
»,’&1 year as Saints’ pitcher, depending on condition of regular
Jer Paula Miller Noel, who injured ankle during last
weekend’s. series with Fresno, Same could hold true for
outfielder Cheryl Stice during this week’'s play en-
compassing yesterday through tomorrow, since return of
o Judy Hoke and Ginger Kurtz toPhoenix and injury to Noel
| leaves team with skimpy roster. (News-Sun Photos )

i
B B
‘H

2\

Special to News-Sun
SACRAMENTO, Calif.—
Although the Sun City Saints
stayed in the thick of the

|Pacific Coast Women's

League pennant race via
three victories in a four-
game series at Fresno over
the weekend, it just might
be that running into Diane
Jones will prove to be the

‘emafaml)pyseasm

The Saints had a non-
league twin bill scheduled
here last night against the
Sacramento  Sonics—plus
non-league  doubleheaders
today and tomorrow against
the Laurels at Santa Clara—
facing a very real pa;
the old Abbott and Costello
routine of “Who's on first?”

Coach Gerald- Stapley’s

|Saints have been down to

one pitcher, Paula Miller
Noel, since surgery
sidelined Billie Harris for
the season. Well, Paula ran
into Miss Jones at home
plate Saturday at Fresno
and Sunday had to pitch two
games with a tightly taped
left ankle.

FIRST baseman Thelma
Keith had an encounter with
catcher Jones in the eighth
inning of Sunday’s finale,
scoring the winning run. But
Thelma wound up with a
knee so badly bruised that
she couldn’t straighten her
left leg Monday and
reported she would be
unable to play in last night’s
twin bill,

Both Paula and Thelma

rallel to.

were due for visits to a
physician yesterday.

With shortstop Ginger
Kurtz and center fielder
Judy Hoke flying back to
Phoenix after the Fresno
series in order to take final
exams at Arizona State
University summer school,
the Saints were down to nine
available players if Mrs.
Noel were ordered to the
sidelines.

GEORGIA Buelow has
had some experience at first
base and was expected to fill
in there provided she wasn’t
needed to pitch. Besides
Paula, Georgia is the only
Saint with any hurling ex-
perience.

With Georgia on the
mound, that would leave
rookie reserve Cheryl Stice
to fill in the remaining
spot—either first base or
third base should Lynn
Mooney be moved to first.
- The Saints dropped a 3-2

heartbreaker in the Fresno

opener, then came back for
a pair of 4-0 triumphs plus a
2-1 chilling overtime vic-
tory.

THE SAINTS took a 10
lead in the opener’s third
inning ona Barbara Thomas
single and Hoke’s rousing
triple. The Rockets scored a
pair in the sixth via a single,
walk, and bunt. On the bunt
an attempted forceout at
third failed, loading the
bases. A bloop single to right
scored one run, and a

aints in trouble-

grounder to short produced
another when the throw to
the plate was late. A double
play ended the inning.

The Sun Citians tied it in
the seventh after two outs.
Linda Spradley and Kurtz
both singled. Thomas
grounded to short, but the
throw to first was wide, and
Linda scored on the error.

Fresno won it with a
disputed run in the seventh.
Denise Haas singled and
moved up on a sacrifice.
After catching a fly to left,
Thomas threw wildly to
third for an error, with
catcher Marilyn Rau
retrieving the ball and
another errant throw sailing
past the third baseman.

BY THIS time first
baseman  Keith was
covering home and took a




Thomas throw as the runner
slid into her. The umpire
ruled the runner safe, en-
ding the game amid futile
Saint protests.

The Saints evened things
up in Saturday's nightcap
behind Noel's four-hit
shutout. Her mates gave her
a 3-0 lead in the first. Denny
Buchanan singled up the
middle with one out, stole
second, and raced home on a
Hoke single.

Rau singled Hoke to third
and then stole second. Both
‘| Hoke and Rau scored on
Keith’s long single.’

THE LAST—and most
troublesome—run came in
the second when Noel
doubled, moved to third on
Spradley’s sacrifice, and
scored on Kurtz's single to
shallow left. Paula slid into

leaves Georgia Buelow who

of season’s contests,

—only hurlér hurt

home to beat the throw but
injured her left ankle in the
collision.

Paula. blanked the
Rockets on two hits in
Sunday’s opener despite the
taped ankle. The Saints got
only two hits but were aided
by seven Fresno errors.
They picked up two in the
first as Kurtz and Thomas
each reached via errors and
scored as Rau’s bounder got
past the third baseman for a
two-base miscue.

Thomas gained first via
another error in the fifth,
and Hoke followed up with a
home run smash to left
center,

THE ROCKETS almost
wrapped up the finale with a
lone run. In the fourth Sheila
Patterson reached on an
error and moved up on a

been determined. That
on at start of season as

oulfielder and as such has seen only limited duty in but two
(News-Sun Photo)

e o e

sacrifice. Mary Stevens
singled her to third, and she
scored when Kurtz threw
wildly to second on an at-
tempted forceout after
fielding a hopper.

The Saints tied it in the
seventh when Noel lined a
single to left and moved to
second when the ball got
past the leftfielder on her
attempted shoestring catch,
A sacrifice moved Paula to
third, and she scored when
Kurtz’s hard bounder got
past the third baseman for
an error.

In the eighth Keith singled
to center with one out and
advanced on a sacrifice,

Buchanan singled to center

and Thelma raced home.

The catcher dropped the
ball in a collision at home,
but Thelma didn’t get the
best of it. She flipped into
the air and landed on the
plate.

=
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ry sidelin

batting over .300 in league
play. Her .318 average, built
on 21 hits in 66 at-bats, in-
cludes two homers and three
friples.

In the series opener
against John F. Kennedy
College Saturday, Judy
went 3-for-3 and stole second
base twice. She tried for a
third stolen base in the fifth
inning and during her head-
first slide she hit her ankle
against the ground and
snapped it. That had to be
the costliest slide of the
season for the Sun Citians.

MRS. NOEL, still
favoring her left ankle
which is tightly taped from
an injury on the Coast tour,
garnered l:i 3-0 win in the
opener and posted a 2-1
decision in the nightcap.

In Sunday’s opener JFK
downed Georgia Buelow, 6-
0, behind Kathy Bull’s nifty
two-hitter, But edlhen g:
floodgates opened as
" Saints unleashed 27 hits in a
. 25-3 victory in the finale.
Marilyn Rau, who has

£ for pitcher Paula been on a long.ball hitti
Noel, Judy is the only Saint spree. - sattlol o

: the series
inaugural in the first inning.
Barbara Thomas and Hoke
singled after one out, and
Marilyn drove them in with
a triple to the fence in left
center. The Saints’ other run
came in the second when
Buelow doubled with two
out, moved up on Ginger
Kurtz’s single, and romped
home on the tail end of a
double steal.

The taut second game saw
the Saints grab a 1-0 lead in
the third when Kurtz
doubled, advanced on a
passed ball, and scored on a
Thomas single. But the
Patriettes tied it in the
fourth on two infield errors
and Julie Terrones’ two-out
single.

SUN CITY pushed across
the winner in the seventh,
After Mrs. Thomas and Rau
opened with singles, Mrs.
Noel laid down a bunt to

move them along—but the
first baseman fi it and
| threw the ball into right

field, allowing the fleet
field, allowing ee!

M 1 With Hoke out and first

baseman Thelma Keith on

crutches from a torn knee
ligament and with Becky
Rice and Cheryl Stice
vacationing in Kansas,
coach Stapley added
Arizona Shhi’ Univer:(ity
utility player Patty McKee
to the Sun City lineup. She
served as first base coach
and, as the team’s lone
reserve Sunday, saw action
in the series’ final inning.

EVEN THE hobbling Noel
had to go into right field for
Sunday’s opener in which

Judy Hoke suffered broken
left ankle Saturday night in
game with Patriettes and is
lost for indefinite period.
(News-Sun Photo)

Buelow got some horren-
dous backing in the field.
Some of it was her own fault
in the Patriettes’ four-run
second inning. It went this
way:

Linda Burmeister walked
with one out and dashed to
third on Terrones’ single to
right. Georgia fielded Bull’s
tapper and threw to the
plate—too late to get Bur-
meister. Robbie Franchini

up the middle, but
while the fielder was
making i decisi

ended the inning except for
a wild toss for a force play;
this produced another run
and led to a run-scoring
single by Teri Williams.

A WALK, Williams’
double, and two singles
produced JFK’s final two
runs in the seventh,

As lethargic as the Saints

es H»orke.for-"73' *

Mooney apparently will
continue at first base
because Keith doesn’t plan
to make the trip; Thelma’s
cast won't come off until

Friday. That means -

Spradley probably will stay
at Mooney’s regular third
base spot ... Attendance
Saturday was 1,111; Sunday

looked in the field during |it was 1,042,

Sunday’s opener, things

weren’t as bad as they were

to get.

They committed four
errors in the first inning of
the nightcap—sandwiched
around singles by Williams
and Glenda Vermeys—to
hand JFK a 3-0 lead, and it
looked like a double disaster
was at hand.

But the Saints came back
for two in the first on singles
by Thomas and Buchanan
and Lynn Mooney’s two-out
triple. Before the game was
over Buchanan and Mooney
were to produce 11 hits—6-

for-6 for Denny and 5-for-6

for Lynn,

THE SAINTS tied it in the °

second when LeeAnn Easley

singled, was sacrificed to

second, and scored on Noel's

single to left. Paula wound

up with two doubles, two

singles, and a walk in six
i

trips.

Rau’s double in the third
(she later picked up a pair of
triples) and Buelow’s bases-
loaded single which drove in
two runs were the big blows
in the four-run third.

The Saints had enough
runs, but they didn’t let up.
A parade of five pitchers
attempted to stem the tide,
but the Sun Citians poured
across 10 runs in the fourth,
four in the fifth, and four in
the sixth in an almost en-
dless parade of power.

THE SAINTS will spend
the upcoming weekend in
Salt Lake City for a four-
game league series with the
Shamrocks . . . Sun City
still holds down second
place in the league . . .

a
on what to do with the ball,
Terrones dashed home with
m;lt:: run. e

came a popup and a
grounder which wourd ve




Out at plate

Throw from Saints pitcher Georgia Buelow nips JFK
Patriettes’ Betty Alig atplate in seventh inning of Sunday's
first contest. JFK posted 6-0 win for only victory in four-

game weekengi series.
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(News-Sun Photo)

Saints on final trip

By ART PREUSS
Staff Writer

Remember the Agatha
Christie novel entitled ““Ten
Little Indians?"

When the story began,
there were 10 people. But as
time passed away, so did the
10, one by one. Sun City
Saints coach Gerald Stapley

found himself in the
midst of a similar count-
down.

The Saints leave today for
their final road trip, a four-
gme series tomorrow and

ly with the Salt Lake
City Shamrocks at Utah.
They will take 11 players on
the trip. Not because that's
all they figure to need, but
because that's all they’'ve
got at this point.

BILLIE Harris, one of
only two Saints’ pitchers, is
still recuperating from an
operation last month; first
baseman Thelma Keith is
still nursing a tear in a knee
ligament; centerfielder
Judy Hoke last weekend
fractured her ankle in two
places sliding into second
base.

The series with the
Shamrocks will be league
games. It will be the second
clash between the teams,
with the Saints sweeping a
four-game series last month
at Sun City Stadium. Paula
Noel was the lone hurler
even at that time, but she
still managed to post three
shutouts in the sweep,

With Hoke, the second
most productive hitter on
the team with a 318 batting

average, out of the lineup,
the offensive burden will be
even heavier on Noel and
catcher Marilyn Rau. Paula
is the team leader in
averages, but it was
Marilyn who did most of the
damage during the last
outing with the Shamrocks.

RAU HIT two friples in
the second game of the
series, came back (o add
another triple and a double
in the next contest, and hit
the centerfield fence with an
explosive double in the
finale.

‘The next home series will
be a three-day stand July 20-
22 when the Saints meet the
Fresno Rockets Friday and
Saturday and the Tucson
Raindrops Sunday for a
total of six games.




A mixture of prefty girls and cute go to work.
youngsters is just too big a temptation. Prior to the start of the first game, the

It was such a blending Sunday af- Saints took time to take the youngsters
ternoon that turned into a full-page down on the field and show them the
picture layout. Members of the Papago  game of softball, Saints’ style. Each girl
E1 team of 8-10 year old girls were in- was given some individual instruction
vited to be guests of the Sun City Saints  at the position she plays regularly.
for Sunday’s doubleheader with the When the session was over, the girls
| JFK Patriettes from Nebraska. 3 lined up for a group picture with some

2 Saints’ business managers Lynn of the Saints and then the Papago
Mooney and Ginger Kurtz arranged for players were given autographed
the evening with the Papago coach, programs and free cokes while they
Mrs. Katie Keith. Mrs. Keith and the stayed to watch the Saints clash with
girls showed up in uniform and ready to  the Patriettes.

A LITTLE HELP FOR OUR FRIENDS ‘/




Sun City Saints’ Georgia Buelow gives
Debbie Chapman pointers on putting best
“foot forward when playing first base.
Debbie was one of 11 youngsters from

“\Papago E1 Girl's team that showed up last |
week for clinic on softball given by Saints *
gprior to series with JFK Patriettes at Sun S5

City Stadium.
=

serves as calcher for Saints' shoristop Kurtz
bat) and catcher Marilyn Rau as Miss




Several Saints join with Papago El girls’ team for final
picture at end of softball clinic at Sun City Stadium. Front
row includes (from left) Terry Gaston, Loretta Ryan,
Donna Crane, Jackie Thomas, Kim Preswheat, and Beverly

omas shows Donna Crane
'ms when fielding fly

Porter. In back row are Saints’ Ginger Kurtz, Debbie
Chapman, Sue Abel, Papago coach Mrs. Katie Keith, Dottie
Miller, Susan Keith, Saints’ Denny Buchanan, Susan Kellar,
and Saints’ Barbura Thomas.

Pitcher Paula Noel passes along few pitching
tips to Sue Abel, who is Papago team’s pitcher.

N R e
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closer

By ART PREUSS
Staff Writer

As the song doth proclaim,
the Saints did go marching
in—not with a flourish of
trumpets, but rather a
disarming stealth.
‘Following a slow start
that saw the first run of the
foes e
inni irst game,
Sun City Saints continued to
build steam as they went on
to sweep a four-game series
from the Shamrocks at Salt
Lake City over the weekend.

A 1-0 squeaker opened the
series Saturday evening,
followed by another one-run
decision 2-1. Sunday’s
games found the Saints
putting more daylight
between the scores as the
Sun City lasses expressed
their intent in the 5-3 opener
and closed the door in the
nightcap by posting a 6-1
win,

THE SALT Lake City trip
concluded the eight-game
home-and-home series
between the two teams for
the season and brought an
end to the Saints’ road trips
for this year’s regular
season play. The regional
tournament Aug. 10-12, after
the season’s demise, will be
the next venture away from
home

It was the Saints’ out-
fielders Barbara Thomas
and Becky Rice who teamed
up for the winning tally in
Saturday’s opening game,

There was no score in the
game until the seventh
inning when Tg]:m. the

i
gave the Shamrocks’ second
baseman something she
couldn’t handle and landed

the Shamrock first baseman

ing that the Saints added
the iding factor, with
Thomas again doing the
scoring. And again it was a
bobble by the second sacker
that put her on base. Cen-
terfielder Denny Buchanan
drew a base on balls to kick
off the inning, then moved to
second to make room for
Thomas who came aboard
on the second baseman’s
error. Rau grounded out for
the first out and then it was
Mooney who stepped in and
singled, loading the bases.
The Shamrock shortstop
put the skids to Buchanan’s
scoring attempt when she
made her play to home off
Rice’s bat. With bases
loaded again, it was the
Saints’ ace-in-the-hole
again, the Shamrock second
baseman, who booted one
off of Spradley’s bat,
allowing Thomas to score.
Mrs. Noel ran up a string

went to the bag for the

fielders’ choice, P
the suspense, Saints’
baseman Lynn Mooney
struck out, Rice to
bat. 5
BECKY, the littlest Saint
on the f a
friple toleft and scored what
turned out to be the winning
run. Two infield grounders
setup the first of two outs in
::’ bottom of the seventh

Saints’ catcher Marilyn Rau (left) hit in
every e but one during four-game
series at Salt Lake City over weekend.
Rau picked up four hits during series,
le in series finale Sunday
pradley, Saints’ second

~includin,

s brmgs lead

of 10strikeouts in the second
game, allowing four hits in
the process.

SUNDAY'S opener ran
smoother for the Saints as
they elected to play almost
the whole contest in the first
inning. With one out in the
first, Buchanan and Thomas
singled before Rau made the
second out on a fly to left.
Mooney drew a walk and
Rice followed with another
single. Spradley then tossed
in a double before a
strikeout ended the spree.
Mooney scored the fifth and
final tally for the Saints in
the third inning.

The Shamrocks made an
attempt at retaliation in the
fourth inning when they
scored two runs on a pair of
singles and a home run. But
that proved to be the last the
Saints heard from the
Shamrocks.

Spradley and Buchanan

baseman, enjoyed one of best series of
season, going three-for-four at plate in
Sunday’s opener and adding double in
nighteap. Saints swept four league games
from Shamrocks and will be back home
for six-game series starting Friday night.

1

shared most of the offensive
load for the Saints that
game, as Buchanan
collected a double and a
single and Spradley picked
up a double and two safeties.
SUNDAY’S finale
resembled a carbon copy of
that evening’s opener, as the
Saints scored four times
again in the first inning as
Kurtz singled, Spradley
doubled, and the Shamrocks
threw in a pair of errors, It
was Kurtz, Buchanan,
Thomas, and Rau who
accounted for the runs.
The final Saints’ runs
came in the second when
Noel and Buchanan rode
home on a three-base blast
by Rau. Noel doubled to lead
off the inning, Kurtz
grounded out, and
Buchanan singled to put
runners on first and third.
Thomas flew out to the
center fielder and then Rau

T

1 i

aints sweep 4 games on

tripled before Mooney
grounded out to end the
inning,

The Shamrocks made a
last-minute effort in the
bottom of the seventh,
scoring one run, but falling
five runs short of victory.

BUCHANAN and Rau
were two-for-four for the
game and Noel enjoyed a
pnfao-for—lhree effort at the

te.

The Shamrock series
carried with it a lot of im-
portance for the Sun City
squad. From here on out it
will be play on the home
field and stands full of
partisan fans.

But more importantly, it
was a critical point in the
league pennant race.

ALL FOUR games with
the Utah team were league
contests, giving the Saints
an even firmer hold on the
second place spot and in-
tensifying the pressure on
the league-leading Orange
Lionettes.

This season may well end

trip

on a show-down series Aug.
4 and 5 when the Saints and
Lionettes clash. The Saints
have no more league games
except for those four with
the Lionettes at season’s
end.

And those contests will
take place at Sun City

Stadium.



rs, most of them players.
the stands two lone figures sat, ob-
of another game, but rather deep in

ce, obviously longing to be able to make an
le more accurate, or to be able to step into

er's box and be given three more strikes and
that one run so desperately needed in the

inning.

double loss Friday night to the Fresno
f those involved, was most plainly evidenced
“heads. Both games had slipped from the

isions.

's throwing error in the top of the sixth inning of
p that set up the only Fresno score that game. And it
/ho made the final out of the game, grounding out in

the seventh with two outs and a runner at third.
i hard losses me during the 'g::r, but none

nt than Friday

n the Pacific Coast league and pressing hard on the
Lionettes, needed as many wins as possible

no, a league team. 3

NIGHT'S display showed all the signs of a team going

motions of the game, but not really making the effort
placein the

league.
performance left a taste like flat beer, it was
dley and her associates again looked like the

turday’s opener to help the Saints to a 3-2 win
ther safety in the nightcap, this time with
out the Rockets 4-0.

games for the Saints Sunday night as they

Raindrops in an exhibition doubleheader,
pointed M&f LS night's doubl

way y 's e

the Saints’ dream-like waltz through the in-

3 onlyfmr Fresno plays go to first base

| Kurtz added her second triple of the

¢ g"hon Easley, Buchanan, and Kurtz put together three safeties.

.~
he
R

mes after doub

which meant mtﬂ%re were oo many fly balls and one too many
double plays. ]

Add to that the fact that Saints’ pitcher Paula Noel, who nor-
mally pockets several strikeouts per game, found the cupboard
bare the first game and picked up but one the second game.

AND THEN, as if the Saints were not making things hard
enough on their own, the Fresno shortstop Denise Haas rubbed
ls):" in the gaping wounds by poking out four hits in as many at-

A {

In the Friday opener, Fresno picked up a lone run in the fourth
inning on a trio of singles by rightfielder Dorothy McGee, third
baseman Chris Howell, and shortstop Haas. But that was not the
only inning that saw Fresno hitting the ball, as the team picked
up a total of nine hits on the game.

The Saints came back to pose a threat in the bottom of that
same frame, when Thomas, who led off with a single, moved to
third base via a sacrifice and ground out. But Becky Rice’s fly to
center left Thomas stranded. i

IN THE fifth, the Saints had runners on first and second when a
Denny Buchanan grounder to the Fresno shortstop ended hopes.
With a runner on board in the bottom of the sixth, it looked for a
minute as though Rice would tie the game when she lofted a fly to
left that appeared destined to soar beyond the Fresno leftfielder.
But the ball hung in the air for what seemed like 5 minutes, giving
the leftfielder just enough time to pull it in.

Fresno waited until the sixth inning in the Saturday nightcap
before getting the opportunity to score.

With one out, Fresno second baseman Gerry Murphy found her
way to first on shortstop Kurtz’s error and was followed by a
single off the bat of centerfielder Sheila Patterson. Murphy
headed for third on the play, beat the throw, and then third
baseman Spradley made a hurried peg to second to try for that
runner.

mn'mnow was off the mark and Murphy trotted home on

the bobble. Second baseman LeeAnn Easley put down the next

two batters to close out the inning, but the damage had been done.
By the bottom of the seventh, a rythmic clapping from the
stands had begun in hopes the home town gals could get
something going. And itlooked like they might get their wish,
Saints’ catcher Marilyn Rau slammed a long fly to left field
that was misjug&gﬂ and gave her a triple to lead off the inning.

But her teammates couldn’t get the ball out of the infield and
three straight grounders to the Fresno infield found Rau still at
third at the end of the game. g
SATURDAY night the uniforms still had ‘‘Sun City Saints”
emblazoned across the front, but it was a different team that
filled them out. Saturday’s child was not to be denied.

The Saints jumped to an early lead, scoring in the bottom of the
second when leftfielder Barbara Thomas led off with a single and
Spradley got on board on a fielder’s choice that cut down Thomas
at second. Spradley moved to second on Rice’s attempted bunt,
and scored off of third baseman Lynn Mooney's double,
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