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2 SC Saints receive 
nomination for award 

By STEVE HA WJ,EY righthander struck out 394 
Sports Edito'f while yielding just 26 

Battery mates Debbie walks in 2032/, innings of 
Doom and Marilyn Rau of work. 
the Sun City Saints have DEBBIE culminated 
been nominated for Ariz- her season by being voted 
ona Amateur Athlete of Most Valuable Player in 
1980 honors by the Phoe- the national tournament 
nix Press Box Associa- where she won six games 
lion. and lost one. lronicaUy, 

Debbie,, a 17-year-old ,.,her only defeat came on a 
Tempe high school stu- no-hitter. She averaged 
dent, had an outst~ndmg just over 10 strikeouts a 
year for the Saints m only game during the tourna
her rookie season, leading ment. 

}~s~T:\~~ ~o~~~,r1~~~ Marilyn, a ve~eran first 
jor Fastpitch Softball Na- team All-America . cat~h
tional Tournament in Lan- er, led the team m ~ts 
sing, Mich., last August. (59), doubles (10) , battmg 

During the regular sea- average ( .358) and fm
son Debbie posted a 26-2 1sh~d second to teammate 
record in 29 games with S~zie Gaw m home runs 
an earned-run average of with three. 
0.21. The hard-throwing She also had 29 RBI. 

Marilyn was the nation
al tournament's leading 
hitter with a .520 average 
and had nine RBI, one shy 
of the record. 

MARILYN WON the 
award last year and also 
was named Arizona Fe
male Athlete of the Year. 
Among those that vyed 
with Marilyn for the honor 
were then University of 
Arizona basketball stand-

-out Larry Demic and Mos
sy Cade, a football player 
at Santa Cruz High School 
in Eloy. 

The award will be one 
of several made to the 
state's amateur and pro
fessional athletes at the 
35th annual Arizona 
Sports Awards dinner in 
March. 

.. 
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MarJlyn plans 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

legs in shape in the off
season- jogging racquet
~:~~n~~.~t sort of horsing 

Marilyn Rau and MIiwaukee Brewers relief pitcher Rol1le Fingers discuss the 
finer points of the game during a break In action at MIiwaukee's spring training 
camp In Sun City Stadium. (News-Sun Photo by BIii Dosham) 

as long as legs 

give cooperation 

Marilyn Rau gazed out 
at the Sun City Stadium 
field from a seat behind 
home plate the other day 
prior to a Milwaukee 
Brewers game. 

She was wearing avia
tor sunglasses , the type 
issued to military flight 
officers . 

Her eyes could not be 
followed through the tint
ed lenses, but no doubt 
Marilyn caught a glimpse 
of the home plate area . 

FOR THE past 15 years, 
by Marilyn's recollection, 
she has been in combat 
behind the plate, knocking 
down errant pitches and 
taking foul tips off her 
mask. 

Johnny Bench wants no 
more of that, but Mari
lynn , considered by many 
the finest catcher in wom
en's softball , can't wait to 
get behind the plate 
again. 

Despite winning nearly 
eve ry honor available, 
Marilyn said she has no 
plans to retire . She'll be 
around , she said, " as long 
as the legs hold out. 

111 HA VE to keep the 

Marilyn will be counted 
on heavily this season, 
perhaps more so than in 
the past. Two of the 
team's leaders, veterans 
Lynn Mooney (third base) 
and pitcher Paula Noel 
have hung up their spikes. 
Marilyn now finds herself 
alone as the elder states
man, among youngsters 
and new faces." 

"I ' ve always kind of 
been in that role," she 
said. "I guess now I've 
kind of turned Into the 
mother figure." 

SAID manager Gerald 
Stapley, "Paula was a 
diplomat, the person that 
took over and ran the 
show . Marilyn has the 
same capabilities. With 
Lynn gone Marilyn is 
going to do what Lynn did 
in the past." 

The Saints, even with 
two veterans gone, should 
be an Improved club when 
the season opens April 18. 
Stapley somehow con
vinced Cindy Bristow to 
don a Saints' uniform. 
Cindy , a veteran pitcher, 

to stay in combat 
played with the Long 
Beach Renegades last 
season where she was 30-3 
and instrumental in the 
team 's second-place finish 
to Stratford, Conn ., in the 
national women 's major 
fastpitch championship. 

" I think we' ll be strong
er because we have two 
strong pitchers like we did 
when we won nationals 
(1979), " expla ined Ma ri
lyn. " That 's what it takes. 
She's (Cindy) a fine pitch
er. I rate her in the top 
five nationally. 

"HER BEST asset is 
her control. " 

Cindy , of course. will 
join Debbie Doom on the 
pitching sta ff . Debbie 
emerged from obscurity 
in 1980 to lead the Saints 
to a third-place finish in 
nationals and earned the 
tournament 's most valua
ble player award. 

The hard -throwing 
youngster, who is still in 
high school, gave a lot of 
credit to Marilyn's know
how behind the plate . 
Marilyn is equally compli· 
mentary and believes a 
year of experience should 
prove helpful to Debbie. 

"I THINK she'll be bet-

ter because she 's a year 
older and stronger," said 
Marilyn. " She pitched a 
lot (last season). I could 
see she'd get a little tired 
and had to push herself. 
She has an awful large 
body and she has to grow 
into it." 

Other new faces on the 
Saints are infielder Vicky 
Smith, who played four 
years at Ohio University, 
Susan Bristow, Linda 
Belcher, Ann Beisser, a 
former catcher at Iowa 
State, and Barb Garcia. 

Third base, with Lynn 
gone, will be the hardest 
spot in the line-up to fill. 
Stapley said he plans to 
use Vicky there, but that 
position could be up for 
grabs throughout the ear
ly part of the season. 

And what are the 
Saint's chances of winning 
a nationa l title again? 
Marilyn figures they are 
good now that many of the 
youngsters have a year 
under their belt. The 
Saints were shocked in 
their national tournament 
opener last year and nev
er managed to fight their 
way back through the dou
ble-elimination format. 

"Three of the last four 
years, I think, we've gone 
and lost the first game," 
Marilyn said. "It's like 
the World Serles with the 
anxiety. Everybody builds 
you up and all of a sudden 
you stub your toe." 

Marilyn also believes 
the team needs to play 
more away games to pre
pare for tournament play. 
The Saints play all regu
lar-season games at home 
again this season. "LYNN WAS a great 

defensvie player," Mari
lyn said , "and It's hard 
replace a player like that. 
It's going to hurt us a 
!Utle bit there. The player 
coming in there Is unprov
en. I'm sure we'll find a 
few players there until we 
find who Is a thlrd base-
man." 

" WE GO to nationals 
and It's like a washboard. 
We also get used to the 
umpires (al borne) and It 
makes It easy for us 

"Our field has super 
lights and we go play 
someplace else and Jt 
hurts us." 
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Saints to meet 

1c1ass Saturday 
in '81 opener 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
The Sun City Saints be

gin their 1981 season with 
a 7:30 p.m. Saturday dou
ble-header against the On
tario (Calif. ) Touch of 
Class in Sun City Stadium. 

The two teams meet in 
the stadium again Sunday 
for another 7:30 p.m. dou
ble-header. 

In all , the Saints will 
play 22 weekend double
headers at home, includ
ing 10 straight before 
hosting the May 23-25 Del 
E. Webb Memorial Tour
nament. The Webb tour
nament, held in July last 
season, has been moved 
back to avoid the hot sum
mer weather. 

FOLLOWING the Webb 
tournament, the Saints 
will play 10 more double
headers at home, Includ
ing two against the Long 
Beach Renegades on June 
27 and 28. The Renegades 
finished second in last 
year's national tourna
ment, falling to Stratford 
(Conn.) in the finals. The 
Renegades beat the Saints 
to advance to the champi
onship game. 

July 3-5 the Saints will 

compete in the San Ber
nardino (Calif.) Tourna
ment and then return 
home for July 11 and 12 
double-headers against 
the Sepulvada Raiders to 
close out the home season. 

The Saints will play In 
the July 17-20 Phoenix 
Metro Tournament and 
the July 24-28 Syracuse, 
N.Y., Sports Festival be
fore starting post-season 
play in the Cactus Region
al Tournament. The re
gional is scheduled for 
July 31-Aug. I in Prescott. 
Winner advances to the 
National Major Fastpltch 
SoftbaU Tournament in 
Houston. 

GERALD Stapley will 
manage the team this sea
son. He was appointed to 
that spot by the Saints 
Booster Club alter Lynn 
Mooney resigned last sea
son. Lynn and veteran 
pitcher Paula Noel, who 
now coaches women's 
softball at the University 
of Arizona, have retired. 

Season ticket informa
tion may be obtained from 
booster club president Joe 
Davisson (584-4303) or 
Rose Schwartz (977-3544). 

Tuesday, April u, 19B1 NEWS-SUN 

Sun City Saints 
1981 Schedule 

APRIL 
18 Ontario (Calif. ) Touch of Class 
19 Ontario (Calif.) Touch of Class 
25 Phoenix Bobettes 
26 Phoenix Pepperettes 

MAY 
2 Arizona State University 
3 Mesa Community College 
9 San Diego Flames 

10 San Diego Flames 
16 Long Beach Sundowners 
17 Long Beach Sundowners 
23 Webb Memorial Tournament 
24 Webb Memorial Tournament 
25 Webb Memorial Tournament 
30 California Gold Sox 
31 California Gold Sox 

JUNE 
6 Southern California Royals 
7 Southern California Royals 

13 California Blazers 
14 California Blazers 
20 San Diego Astros 
21 San Diego Astros 
27 Long Beach Renegades 
28 Long Beach Renegades 

JULY 
3 at San Bernardino Tourney 
4 at San Bernardino Tourney 
5 at San Bernardino Tourney 

11 Sepulvada Raiders 
12 Sepulvada Raiders 
17 Phoenix Metro Tournament 
18 Phoenix Metro Tournament 
19 Phoenix Metro Tournament 
20 Phoenix Metro Tournmanet 
24 at Syracuse (N.Y.) Festival 
25 at Syracuse (N.Y.) Festival 
26 at Syracuse (N.Y.) Festival 
27 at Syracuse (N. Y.) Festival 
28 at Syracuse (N.Y.) Festival 
31 at Cactus Regional, Prescott 
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Stapley ponders 
By STEVE HAWLEY 

Sports Editor 
Sun City Saints manag

er Gerald Stapley has had 
several several weeks to 
consider a line-up for 
opening night Saturday in 
Sun City Stadium against 
the Ontario (Calif.I Touch 
of Class. 

But up until the last 
minute, he still won't 
know Who that line-up will 
include. 

The reason for the un
certainty is an annual oc
currence. Several of the 

Saints also play for the 
Arizona State University 
women's softball team. 

"I HAVEN'T set my 
mind firm yet on a line
up," Stapley said. " I have 
to see if ASU will let the 
college kids play. They've 
got two double-headers 
scheduled ( Saturday l. It 
may be too much for them 
to play. " 

The Saints will have a 
new look this season. 
They return 10 players 
from a team that finished 
third in the national worn-

en 's major fast-pitch tour
nament. But there are six 
new faces , and one of 
them is certain to help 
from the start. 

Stapley wooed a class 
pitcher to the club in Cin
dy Bristow, who catcher 
Marilyn Rau calls one of 
the nation 's best. Last 
season Cindy posted a 30-3 
record for the Long Beach 
Renegades , runner-up to 
Stratford (Conn .) in the 
national tournament. Her 
addition wm allow high 
schooler Debbie Doom 

some relief from mound 
duty . 

DEBBIE CAPPED a 
standout performance in 
1980 by being named most 
valuable player in the na
tional tournament. Her 
only loss there came de
spite her no-hit pitching. 

" It all depends on who 
the teams are," Stapley 
explained, " but I probably 
will split the pitching be
tween the two of them. 
There's also the possibili
ty that Shawn (Ritchey) 
might do a little throw-

Saints' line-up for opener 
ing." 

The rest of the line-up 
for Saturday ' s double
header will find Marilyn 
behind the plate, one of 
the two pitchers at first , 
Karen Fellenz or newcom
ver Ann Beisser at second 
and Teresa Clark or Suzie 
Gaw at shortstop. Vicky 
Smith, who played at Ohio 
University, "has the in
side track at third, " Sta
pley said, a position held 
until last year by Lynn 
Mooney. Lynn and pitcher 
Paul Noel, who now 
coaches the University of 

Arizona women's softball 
team, have both retired. 

GAIL Davenport and 
newcomer Barb Garcia 
will start in the outfield. 
The third spot will be 
filled by either Gail Pe
ters or Linda Belcher. 

Not only has the team 
changed, but so have the 
dimensions of Sun City 
Stadium. The fence will 
be moved in this season to 
200 feet, a change Stapley 
feels will help the Saints. 

"I think It will create 
more offense ," he said. 

"We've got several girls 
than can hit it over 200 
(feet) ." 

Stapley also has more 
speed on the base paths 
and plans to use it. 

"I'VE GOT more than 
one person that can move. 
We've got five or six that 
can move now. We 'll be 
more aggressive. If we 
can generate a little of
fense people will know 
we're around." 

Preseason workouts 
have gone well, Stapley 
said, but it may take 

some time before the 
Saints jell as a team. 

"I'm not sure If we're 
together as a team yet," 
he said. " But the potential 
is there." 

THE SAINTS also host 
Touch of Class for a Sun
day double-header. 

First game begins at 
7:30 p.m. both nights. 

The Saints take on the 
Phoenix Bobettes in the 
stadium April 25. The 
Saints are also home April 
26 to play the Phoenix 
Pepperettes. 
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Saints open season with 
By STEVE HAWLE.X bJ.it w. y:,,t V;vM. £Aw.uld he with 5-0 and 2-U wins . Campafgrfe . Designated 

· Sports Editor revered. ALL OF the Saints scor- hitter Shawn Ritchey fol-
The Sun City Saints did The Saints completed a ing in Sunday's opener lowed with an RBI single 

nothing to dispel their rep- sweep of their season came in the third inning to give the Saints a 3-0 
utation as a softball team. opening home series Sun- when Touch of Class start- lead. Shawn eventually 
But the Ontario (Calif. ) day with 9-1 and 8-0 wins er Kim Campaigne was came around to score on 
Touch or Class might take over Touch of Class be- chased from the mound. shortstop Suzie Gaw's sin
issue with the team name. fore 466 fans in Sun City Second baseman Sue gle to make it 4-0. The 

What happened Sunday, Stadium. A crowd of 786 Bristow gav_e _the _Sain_ts a Saints turned the game 
from the visiting team's I on Saturday watched the 2-0 lead, dr1vmg m Lmda into a 9-0 laugher with two 
standpoint, was anything Saints open the season Belcher and Gail Daven- more hits, a pair of sacrl

port with a double. Linda fices and a wild pitch by 
and Gail walked and ad- Linda Harris. 
vanced to scoring position Debbie Doom, 2-0, gave 
on a wild pitch by M_iss up three hits, two of them 

series sweep at home 
in the fourth inning when 
Touch of Class scored an 
unearned run . Catcher Di
ana Williams led off with 
a base hit, moved around 
to third on a pair of 
Saints' errors and came 
home with the lone run on 
Lori Pierce 's single to 
center. 

DEBBIE STRUCK oul 
ten In going the distance . 
She struck. out five Satur• 
day In the Saints' 5-0 win. 

In the second game the 

Saints scored four times 
in the second and added 
four more in the third to 
lake an 8-0 lead . 

Linda Harris, who start
ed the game , gave up the 
Saints' two lone hits to 
Sue Bristow and Gail Dav
enport in the second in
ning. But the Saints man
aged to jump out to. a 
four-run lead on three 
Touch of Class' errors. 
The Saints added four 

more in the third on seven 
walks , three of them to 
Marilyn Rau, Lisa Clinchy 
and Cindy Bristow to open 
the inning, and three addl
tional errors. Touch of 
Class pitchers walked 16 
during the game. 

CINDY BRISTOW, 2-0, 
gave up five harmless hits 
and struck out six. Cindy , 
who played for the Long 
Beach Renegades last 
season, won her first 

game as a Saint in Satur
day 's 2-0 victory in the 
nightcap . She gave up 
three hits in that contest 
while striking out five. 

Miss Rau homered in 
each of the games Satur
day. 

The Saints host the 
Phoenix Bobettes Satur
day and the Phoenix Pep
perettes Sunday. Both 
weekend double-headers 
begin at 7:30 p.m. 

.) 
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' Opening series helps clear 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

The Sun City Saints had question marks written 
all over them before last Saturday's season opening 
double-header. 

This wasn't the same team that finished third in 
the national tournament last season, or the one that 
won the national championship the year before. 

The team was younger. It was without Lynn 
Mooney, a standout defensive third baseman that 
had handled that position almost flawlessly for 
several seasons. Paula Noel, a leader and a reliable 
pitcher, had retired to coach the University of 
Arizona women's softball team. 

THERE CERTAINLY WAS reason to wonder how 
the 1981 version would perform. 

Even manager Gerald Stapley, always an opti· 

mist, showed some concern. "I'm not sure if we're 
~~~~~~~~,,as a team yet," he said. "But the potential 

After a four-game sweep in the opening series a 
~~:ar ~Ings that were clouded now appear m~re 

VICKY SMITH, WHO played third base for Ohio 
University, can handle that important position for 
the S_alnts. In her initial test she showed good 
mobillty and a strong throwing arm. 

But most impo~tantly, Cindy Bristow, Paula's 
fE:Placement , can pitch. Catcher Marilyn Rau rated 
Cmdy as one o_f the nation's top pitchers. She showed 
that in her first two starts, winning both games 
~ea~!~at:;e~ntario (Calif.) Touch of Class in going 

Saints' cloudy picture 
Cindy was 30-3 last season with the Long Beach 

Renegades, who finished second in the national 
tournament to Stratford (Conn.). 

SHE ISN'T AS overpowering as Debbie Doom, 
but she has a good variety of pitches and moves the 
ball around. 

She gave up eight harmless hits in 14 Innings of 
work and struck out 11. 

As imPortant is the fact that Cindy's presence 
wUl allow Stapley to alternate pitchers, a luxury he 
couldn't afford last year. Debbie, who had to pitch 
both ends of double-headers, was bothered by minor 
arm problems near the end of '80. And during the 
national tournament she was forced to pitch every 
game after the Saints lost their opener of the double
elimination format. 

AS FOR OFFENSE, Marilyn Rau showed she 

plans to go for the long-ball this season with the 
fences moved in from 225 to 200 feet. She hit solo 
homers in the first two games 

The Saints also have more speed on the base 
paths. "We'll be more agressive," promises Stapley. 
"We 've got five or six (players ) that can move 
now." 

The Saints ' real test doesn't figure to come until 
11 weeks into the season when they host the Del E . 
Webb Memorial Tournament. Competition will be 
tough, as always, and Stapley should have his Cull 
squad on hand. 

TWO PHOENIX TEAMS Invade Sun City Stadium 
this weekend. On Saturday the Saints host the 
Phoenix Bobettes. Sunday they take on the Phoenix 
Pepperettes. 

Both double-headers begin at 7:30 p.m. 



SC Saints Booster Club 
starts membership drive 

Sun City Saints Booster 
Club Is holding a month
long membership drive to 
raise money for the team. 

Initial single member
ships are $10, which in
cludes annual dues. Initial 
memberships for couples 
are $15, which also in
cludes annual dues. 

People wishing to join 
may make checks payable 

to the Sun City Saints 
Booster Club. They may 
be mailed in care of Eu
gene W. Smith, 10415 Prai
rie Hills Cir., Sun City 
85351. 

· Further information 
may be obtained from 
president Joe Davisson at 
584-4330 or Paul Morrill , 
933-6114. 

rt -s=~-:.:;s----7 
BOOSTER CLUB ' 

l Membership Application i 
' There ore two types of membership ovoiloble. ' 

t Single or Couple. t 
Nome. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . ... (Single) 
or 

A Names . . ....... (Couple) t 
' Address Zip. , 

,~-- t 
t Single initial membership $5.00 • 

Annual Dues $5.00 _ ... _ .... _ .... _ ... ,_ .. _ . . Total $10.00 ' 

• Couple initial membership $5_00 l 
, Annual dues per person $5.00 ................ Total $15.00 ' 

& Dues ore payable at the first meeting In January t 
' Make Checks to Sun City Saints Booster Club. 

t A Booster Club membership will support our champion t 
l Saints Softball Team, the pride of Sun City and Sun City West. ' 

' The Club is the sole financial support of this Team. ' 

a Meetings ore held the second Monday of each month at ' 
' Fountoinbell Restaurant 6:30 P.M. ' 

t Mail This Handy Appllcatlon Blank now to Eugene W. t 
Smith, 10415 Prairie Hills Cr., Sun City, AZ 85351. 

l For Additional information call Joe Davisson, Pres. 584• f 
' 4303, Col. M. Morrill, 1st. V.P. 933-6114 or Rose Schwartz, 2n:Jd. l V.P. 977-3544. 

'----~~~~~~~~~ 
.) 
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Saints win 3 of 4 
By STEVE HAWLEY 

Sports Editor 
One of these days manager Gerald Stapley will 

have the luxury of managing a full squad. Until 
then, he said , the Sun City Saints will "just have to 
do the best we can." 

Things haven 't gone all that bad. The Saints 
swept a double-header from the Phoenix Pepperettes 
Sunday after Saturday's split with the Phoenix 
Bobettes. But the Saints, 7-1 , have been hard to 
follow without a program. 

SEVERAL OF the regulars play for Arizona State 
and Mesa Community College, forcing Stapley to 
scan the bench for a line-up. But he isn't overly 
concerned with this annual occurrence. 

"We'll start getting the kids together after next 
weekend," he said. "I'm not worried about it. " 

Cincy Bristow 1-0. spur? ~ five-hit shutout in 

Sunday's first game as the Saints beat the Pepper
ettes, 5-0. Shawn Ritchey picked up her first victory 
of the season in the Saints' 3-1 second game win. 

THE SAINTS provided Cindy all the scoring she 
needed in the opener when they scored twice on four 
hits in the second inning. First baseman Lis::i. 
Clinchy lashed a single to right leading off and 
scored when shortstop Theresa Clark followed with a 
triple . Theresa gave the Saints a 2-0 lead , scoring 
when pitcher Judy Crouse bobbled an easy chance 
with two outs for an error. 

The Saints added two more in the third when 
Miss Clark tripled for the second time, driving in 
catcher Marilyn Rau and Miss Clinchy. Gail Daven
port doubled with one out in the sixth and scampered 
home on Miss Ritchey 's single, ending the scoring. 

Miss Bristow struck out nine in going the route . 

from Phoenix teams 
THINGS WEREN'T quite as easy in the second 

game. 
The Saints took a 3-0 lead with two runs in the 

second on Ann Beisser's leadoff single, a sacrifice 
and a pair of Pepperettes' errors that allowed Miss 
Beisser and Linda Belcher to score. 

But Mlss Ritchey made things interesting, work
ing out of a jam in the third and the sixth with the 
Saints leading 3-1. Third baseman Sue Hughes led off 
the seventh with a single before Miss Ritchey got the 
next three batters to end the game. 

SHE GA VE up nine hits while striking out three. 
Sally Swain, brought up from the Saint,s ' Angels 

farm club, tossed a 4·0 shutout In Saturday s opene_r, 
yielding just two hits. She picked up the defeat m 
Saturday's 2-1 second game loss as the Saints 
managed just three hits. Several Saints were in 
California Saturday playing for Arizona State . 

Ace Debbie Doom did not see action over the 
weekend because of a pulled muscle in her right leg. 
She could have been called on , but Stapley decided 
otherwise. 

"IT HURT her pitching motion," Stapley ex
plained. "She could have pitched by I felt it best to 
let her rest." 

Despite a few mental lapses Sunday, the Saints 
performed well , Stapley said. 

" We had some mental mistakes, but we're 
learning ," he said . " Pretty soon we 'll settle down ." 

The Saints host Arizona State in a double-header 
Saturday before taking on Mesa Community College 
in another twin-bill Sunday. 

The first game begins at 7:30 p.m . on both nights. 
Admission is free on Sunday. 



Saints deserve support 
Sun City and Sun City West 

are world-famous for their rec
reational retirement amenities. 
They're also well-known in a 
sports area not usually asso
ciated with retirement com
munities. 

The Sun City Saints, one of 
the top teams in women's soft
ball, headquarters here at the 
Sun City Stadium. 

The Saints started playing as 
a local team in 1965. Since then, 
the girls have taken the Sun 
City name and fame to Europe, 
to Australia and to Hawaii; 
they've consistently been re
gional winners and two years 
ago became national softball 
champions. If you want to 
check their accomplishments, 
see the new trophy case at the 
stadium. 

They were third in the nation 
in 1980 and Gerald Stapley, 
their coach, anticipates another 
outstanding season this year. 
Among the team's engage
ments away from home will be 
a Sports Festival in Syracuse, 
N.Y., featuring the top four 

women's softball teams in the 
country. 

The Sun City Saints Booster 
Club, for the first time, will 
conduct a month-long concen
trated membership drive, start
ing today, with Eugene Smith 
as chairman. Member fees are 
reasonable: $5 for family or 
individual membership; $5 per 
person annual dues. Boosters 
meet second Mondays, January 
through September, at the 
Fountainbell to hear sports-re
lated speakers. 

Since the group's principal 
purpose is to support Saints 
activities, it' s logical that ev
eryone in the two communities 
who cares about the Saints and 
wants to keep them here ought 
to be a Booster. Smith, 933-7574, 
or Joe Davisson, Boosters pres
ident, 584-4303 will be glad to 
take calls. 

The Saints-these "adopted 
daughters" of the retirement 
communities-have done us 
proud. They deserve the in
creased support that hundreds 
of new Booster memberships 
will give them. 

Davisson is bank veep 
Joseph W. Davisson of Sun City 

West has been elected vice presi
dent of United Bank of Arizona, 
James P. Sjmmons, bank chair
man, announced last week. 

Davisson is manager at the Sun 
City West office of United Baq_k. 
His banking experience en
compasses nearly 30 years. 

His community activities include 
=sident or the Sun City Saints 

OOSlers Club, treasurer of lhe 
American Cancer Society - Sun Ci
ty Branch, member of the board of 

directors of the Ohio Club and pro
gram chairman of the Lions Club. 

Past offices include president of 
Grand Shopping Center, board of 
governors at the Lakes Club, presi
dent of the Amerian Cancer Society 
- Sun City branch and president of 
the Ohio Club. 

Davisson has also been asked to 
serve on the board for the Sun Ci
ty/Sun City West Art Museum, the 
Sun City branch of the Phoeoix Art 
Museum. 

Than/cs, Sam 
Joe Davisson, left, president of the Sun City Saints Booster Club, c 
Lion Sam Higginbotham for his part In helping raise money for a 
constructed In Sun City Stadium. The trophy case, bullt with money r 
City and Sun City West Lions clubs, houses all trophies won by the 
the team's Illustrious history. Higginbotham also Is a booster club o 

(Ne 

J 
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Several Saints to don 
'by STEVE HAWLEY 

Sports Editor 
The few boo-birds who 

frequent Sun City Stadium 
wlll have a hard time 
sorting out their emotions 
Saturday. 

tn the first or two weekend 
double-headers . Mesa 
Community College in
vades the stadium Sun
day. 

chy, most of them Saints 
regulars, all play for the 
Sun Devils 

And Cindy Bristow Is an 
assistant coach there 

But Stapley , for a few 
hours at least, doesn 't 
plan to dole out any sym
pathy. 

PERHAPS, but the 
Saints will have lo rely on 
slx non-regulars to rm the 
starting line-up. 

Some of their favorites 
will be on the opposing 
team. 

The Sun City Saints 
clash with Arizona State, 
one of the nation's top 
college teams, Saturday 

MANAGER Gerald Sta· 
pley will lead his troops 
into battle against several 
players who normally 
would be on his side. Suzie 
Gaw , Shawn Ritchey, 
Brenda Van Amburg, Ann 
Beisser, Linda Belcher, 
Sue Bristow and Lisa Clln· 

"We're going to give 
them a run for their mon
ey," Stapley promised . 
"Last year we split with 
them We'll be all right ." 

Val Skelton will hll in at 
first base, Karen Fellenz 
will handle second and 
Theresa Clark will take 
over at shorstop in the 
absence of Miss Gaw. Gail 
Davenport wlll be the only 
regular roammg the out
field . Gail Peters and 
Barb Garcia will handle 

ASU uniforms Saturday 
the other tw? spots. Debbie Doom will re- asked. morial Day ,veekend. 

Vicky Smith should be turn to the pitching rota• "IT'S GOOD that you Thal would leave the 
ready to go a~ third. She tion, Stapley said, after know the other team. You Saints again under
cut ,he~ knee m last Sun- sltting out last Saturday know what to expect, manned for the Del E 
days first game when she and Sunday wit.h a pulled somewhat. But you can Webb l\lemorial Tourna
~ell into the dugout chas- muscle m her nght leg. A never really tell what's ment. 
mg a pop-up. . disappointed Debbie said going to happen in a game Both double-headers be-

"SHE'S HAD to keep ~t she could have pitched, situtation," he said. gin at 7:30 p.m People 
lmmoblli.zed to let 1t but Stapley opted to give Arizona State plays in will be admitted free to 
heal,',' said Stapl~y. "But the leg additional lime to the women's softball re- Sunday's games against 
theres a great difference heal .- gionals next weekend. If Mesa Community College 
between T~esday and to- Will knowing the opposi- they win there they will The Saints entertain the 
day. I thtnk she'll be lion give the Saints an advance to the college San Diego Flames May 9 
ready to go." advantage, Stapley was championships over Me- and 10 

Saints are super team 
The Sun City Saint, natio

nally.ranked women·, fail• 
pitch aollball team took three 
of four sames (rom two of 
Phoenix's premier nines over 
the weellend. exlendin& their 
season's record to 7-1 

The Saints and Bobelles 
split a pair In Sun City 
Saturday, the (onner wlnDJq 
4~ behind youn& rl1hthander 
Sally Swain, a Moon Valley 
hl&h product , then the 
Bobett.et com1111 .,_k a1■1111 
Swain. J..l. 

Saints' newcomer Cindy 
Bristow hurled her team to a 
S-0 triumph over lhe Pep
pcrettes Sunday evening after 
which ASU product Shawn 
Ritchey dcreatcd the Phoenix 
team 3-1 

The Saints, third place 
finishers 1n laJ1I year's 
naUonal1. this week ho11 the 
ASU Sun Devils Saturday and 
Mesa Community Collc&t> 
Sunday, doubleheaders both 
eveninp Startin& at 7: 30 p m 
at Sun CUy Stadium. 11 Ith 
Avenue and Grand 

TIie Saint.I had opened their 

campai&n a,amst the Ontario, 
Calir., Touch of Clau the 
previous weekend, wilh M • 
2-0, ► 1 and 9-0 victoriet 

The Sun City team played 
the Phoenix pair without the 
.services of ace pitcher DebMe 
Doom. Last year's top-llurler
in-the-natJon de1Acnee bruiled 
a th11h in a workout and 
watched the weekend com,._ 
UUon from the .. dellnea. SIie 
should be ready to play 11111 
Wttkend 



S~ts .................... '". 
Saints snap losing 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

MISS Bickford scattered 
three harmless hits as the 
Thunderbirds dealt the 
Sun City Saints a 1-0 loss. 
The Saints, who lost two 
games Saturday to Ariz
ona State, snapped their 
three-game losing streak 
wlth a 7-1 win in the 
second game. 

Coaches usually strive 
to get the bec;t perform
ance they can out or an 
athlete, and S;,ndra Stultz 
is no exception 

the sixth, when the Thun
derbirds touched Miss 
Ritchey for the winning 
run. 

Joyce Pickenhelm . Miss 
Bickford intentionally 
walked the hard-hitting 
Miss Gaw to get to Lisa. 

Miss Bickford, a fresh
man, kept the Saints con
stantly off stride with a 
jerky motion and assort
ment of breaking balls. 

Yet Sunday the Mesa 
Community College wom
en's softball coach 
seemed more than happy 
to settle for second best 
from pitcher Kim Bick
ford. 

"This was the second 
best game she's pitched 
this year," said Mrs. 
Stultz. "She did a good 
job." 

Sunday's first game was 
scoreless through five in
nings as Miss Bickford 
and the Saints' Shawn 
Ritchey hooked up in a 
pitching duel. 

DELLA Mitchel lashed 
a one-out single to center, 
moved to third on a field
er's choice and scored 
when Lisa Stark smashed 
a two-out grounder that 
bounced off shortstop Su
zie Gaw's chest for a hit. 

The Saints threatened to 
tie the game in their half 
of the inning, but Miss 
Ritchey, who doubled off 
the right-center field wan, 
was stranded when Lisa 
Clinchy popped to catcher 

"WHEN SHE came out 
of high school she got a lot 
of hitters on her speed," 
said Mrs. Stultz. " Lately 
she's been working on 
mixing up her pitches. " 

Pitcher Annette Leos 
wasn't as fortunate in the 
second game. 

Neither team could get 
a runner past second until 

streak Y11ith 7-1 
The Saints, leading 1-0, 

jumped on Miss Leos for 
five runs In the second 
Inning. Miss Cllnchy sin
gled and eventually 
scored on an error by 
Miss Mitchel, the second 
baseman, to give the 
Saints a 2-0 lead. But the 
big blow of the inning 
came when Barb Garcia 
doubled home Theresa 
Clark and Gail Davenport 
to put the Saints up 4-0. 
Marilyn Rau followed 
with a base hlt to drive in 
Miss Garcia and scored 
herself to make lt 6-0 on a 
single by Miss Gaw 

THE SAINTS, leading 6-
1, added a run in the 
fourth. 

Saints pitcher Debbie 
Doom sat out the weekend 
with a bad right leg that 
has bothered her the last 
two weeks. She suffered a 
simple muscle pu11, but_ it 
has now become m
flammed, she said. She Is 
scheduled to see a doctor 
today. 

"Debbie's going to be a 
litle while getting back 
into shape," said manager 
Gerald Stapley, "She's 
only thrown three games. 
She's going to have lo 

start all over again, so to 
speak." 

THE SAINTS I 8-4 I 
missed Debbie's presence 
on the mound Saturday, 
both games to Arizona 
State, 10-0 and 6-1. 

In Saturday's opener, 
Gayle Bauerman hurled a 
no-hitter for the Sun Dev
ils and was alded by form
er Saint Paula Stuffle
beam's three hits and two 
RBI. Miss Gaw, a Sun 
Devil when she Isn't play
ing for the Saints, victim
ized her part-ttme team
mates with four hits 

• Win 
Sherri James, who was 

brought in from Phoenix 
to pitch for the Saints, 
gave up 15 hits and 10 
runs, eight of them 
earned. 

CINDY Bristow was col
lared with the toss in the 
second game. She gave _up 
five earned runs on mne 
hits. 

Miss Ritchey, who also 
plays for Arizona State, 
worked the last four in
nings for the win. She 
contributed two hits and 
two RBI to the Sun Devlls' 
cause. 

) 
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College schedules force 
By STEVE HAWLEY 

Sports Editor 
Player commitments to 

college softba11 programs 
have forced the Sun City 
Saints Booster Club to 
scrap the Del E. Webb 
Memorial Tournament 
and consider holding a 
smaller four-team tourna
ment. 

The announcement to 
hold the smaller tourna
ment May 23-25 was ex
pected today after a meet
ing between booster club 
and Del E. Webb Develop-

ment Co. officials. Webb 
is owner of Sun City Stadi
um, which is leased to the 
Saints. 

"We weren't getting 
anywhere with the tourna
ment for May 23, 24 and 
25," said Paul Morrill , 
booster club vice presi
dent. "We only had four 
teams, including the 
Saints . 

"THE reason ( teams 
couldn't compete), espe
cially in California , is 
they've all got players on 
college teams and the col-

lege nationals are on that Four teams have said 
weekend." they would compete May 
, Morrill, who handles 23-25, Morrill said. They 

scheduling, has contacted are the Phoenix Bobettes, 
teams across the country Phoenix Pepperettes and 
hoping to recei_ve commit- Vancouver Alpha Sports, j 

ments from eight so the a Canadian club . The 
Webb tournament could Saints also would take , 
be held under a double- part, although like the 
elimination format. He other teams many of its 
even called officials of the players might be compet
Stratford ( C_onn. ) Brak• ing in the college nation
ettes, defending women's als. Several Saints, includ
national fastpitch champi- ing many of the regulars , 
on, but was told the team play for Arizona State 
didn't have money to trav- University, one of the na-
el. tion 's top college squads . 

tournament cancellation 
• 'UNTIL THE regionals 

are held they won't com
mit themselves," Morrill 
said. "In fact , one of the 
teams that goes to nation
als might be ASU. We'd 
have no business holding 
a tournament if they go." 

"We won' t schedule the 
Del Webb Memorial Tour
nament in the future until 
the colleges close . We 
can't go through this busi
ness of fighting teams be
cause they're short of 
players 

"Everybody Is short-

handed, using a lot of 
substitutes. We had trou
ble in just making the 
( regular) schedule to 
start with." 

THE BOOSTERS are 
considering the possibility 
of holding the Webb tour
nament July 3-5 . Webb 
has given the boosters 
clearance for those dates 
even though the annual 
fireworks show is held 
July 4 in the stadium, 
Morrill said. "They are 
perfectly willing to add 
the fireworks to the ball
game, which would be a 

great mght," he added. 
Yet Morrill admitted 

that that he's having trou
ble getting teams to par
ticipate at that time. The 
only team interested in 
playing July 3-5 is the 
Lansing Laurels, Morrill 
said, adding he has " al
ready called six teams 
and got five flat noes. " 

"Maybe we could shift 
the tournament and get 
more people interested," 
Morrill explained. " But 
we' re not getting many 
people interested in July 
3, 4 and 5, either." 

THE WEBB tournament 
was held during the July 4 
weekend last season. The 
decision to move it up to 
Memorial Day was made 
because of the the hot 
weather experienced dur• 
ing July . Even if a tourna
ment wasn't held May 23· 
25, Morrill said a series of 
double-headers might be 
arranged. 

" The four teams have 
already paid their en
trance fees and we have 
the stadium," Morrill ex
plained. "We could go 
ahead with that. 
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18ooster club reschedules 
Webb tourney for July 3-5 

The Del E. Webb Memo
rial Tournament, original
ly scheduled for May 23-
25, will be held July 3-5, 
the Sun City Saints Boost
er Club announced Thurs
day. 

The double-elimination 
event will be held in Sun 
City Stadium. In addition, 
the booster club, in coop
eration with the Del E. 
Webb Development Co., 
will present an aerial fire
works display between 
games July 4. 

Four teams already 
have made commitments 
to take part in the Webb 

tournament, said Joe Da
visson. Davisson, presi
dent of the booster club, 
said those teams are the 
host Saints, Phoenix Bob
ettes, Utah Stars and 
Phoenix Pepperettes. 

DA VJSSON said several 
other squads, including 
many from Phoenix, have 
shown an interest in com
peting in the eight-team 
tournament. 

"We're coming along 
fine," Davisson explained. 
"Things are pretty well 
falling into place. We'll 
have some extremely fine 
teams." 
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At random 

The Webb tournament 
was moved to July be
cause the dates conflicted 
with the women's national 
college tournament. 

SEVERAL California 
teams and the Saints are 
heavily made up of col
lege students, many of 
whom play for some of 
the nation's top-ranked 
squads. 

The May 23-25 dates will 
be filled with a round
robin invitational. Teams 
that will take part are the 
Saints, Phoenix Bobettes, 
Phoenix Pepperettes and 
Vancouver (Canada) Al-

pha Sports, one or that 
country's top clubs. 

Davisson said California 
squads were contacted 
about the July 3-5 W,bb 
tournament, but they have 
prior commitments. Most 
will be playing in the San 
Bernardino (Calif.) tour
nament where an at-large 
bid to the nationals will be 
at stake. 

The Saints host the San 
Diego Flames Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Both double-headers be• 
gin at 7:30 p.m. 

Saints have rough week 
It was close to a lost 

weekend for the Sun City 
Saints; al least it was an 
atypical one for the usually
potent women's fastpitch 
softball team. 

First there was the double
dip loss to an excellent Arizona 
Slate University team Satur
day; then came the split with a 
100d Mesa Community Col
le1e nine Sunday 

Tough also was the fact that 
the Saints were playing 
shorthanded 

Fact is, Saturday's debacle 
with the Sun Devils wasn't 
really that bad - tongue in 
cheek intended - in that the 
ASU lineup really resembled a 

Saints lineuµ what with Lisa 
C\inchy, Brenda VanAmburg, 
Shawn Ritchey, Sue Bristow
.Suzie Gaw and Cindy Bristow 
bedecked 1n Sun Devil colors 

Add to that the fact that 
brilliant hurler Debbie Doom 
continues to nurse a thigh 
mjury and backup hurler Sally 
Swain was out of town and you 
have the makings of a long 
weekend 

So long was thal first g,;1mc 
Saturday that the Saints 
SUCCU!Jlbed 10-0 with nary a hit 
- and pundits were searchtng 
their memories to come up 
with o time that happened 
bcrore 

*** 
DECA students from Peori.i 

High school held a sk.itc•a
t hon. KXAM Basketball 
g.ime. and PL·oria High 
.igamst Ca<:tus High basket
b,.111 g,mw to benefit ~tusculur 
D1strophy dunng the month of 
Apnl 

The .sk;.1te-..1-thon WdS held .it 
thL• Gre..it Skate. 43rd Avenue 
,rnd Peori<1, from 12: 30 pm to 
4.30µ.m Studentsv.ho 
brought in 1he most amount or 
money v.t•lt' J;.11-rod Nixon, 
first µL.1l"l', Ki.il"Cll 8i.1WO

rov.sk1, <;t•(•ond. and Christinu 
CH"roll. thll"d 

The basketball g.imc was a 
coaches game between the two 
schools, which Peoria won ror 
the third conscculivc yc.ir 

*** 
For the l llh consecutive 

year, ABC Sports will uir 
exclusive cover.Age of the 
greatest auto race 1n the 
world, in a samec-day, 
prime-lime prescntalion or lhe 
Jndianaµolis 500. fl"Om the 
Indicmapolis Motor Spcedv.•ay. 
M.iy 24 

More th.in u m1\hon dolli.lrS 
in µrize money goes with a win 
at Indy 

*** 
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This n' Data ...... with Al Reznik 

Saints: truly behooving 
For t..:-stpitch softball at ils finest, it behooves you to stop in 

almost rny Saturday and Sunday evening at Sun City Stadium, 
lllth u d Grand. 

Th~t' the spring and summer home of the world-famous Sun 
City ·.: nts, as fine a women's team as exists, anywhere 

fhat ,11Jy seem like an awfully big mouthful to swallow, but 
historv ,1s a way of talking; in other words, the records speak 
for thnl •f>lvcs. 

T'11s year lti for the Saints; it's a year in which Coach Gerald 
Stapl,. •nd his field leader. all-everything catcher Marilyn 
n~u s,:1,y the Saints will return to the very top or the heap 

The Saints, you see. have made it to the national finals every 
yC'ar ol their cxistenc; a couple or runncrup finishes, a few 
thirds. nothing lower than sixth. and a national championship in 
1979 dot their record book. 

The sp11nking new trophy case that adorns the side of the press 
box at Uiestadium holds a ton of trophies symbolic or not only the 
national honors but the almost countless tournament victories 
they·ve recorded over the years. 

Individual Saints have been accorded honors longer then your 
leg -· they far outdistanced your arm years ago. There are thrL'e 
<'t.trrcnt all•Americans on the team now, Debbie Doom. pitcher. 
outstanding utility player Brenda Van Amburg and Rau. And in 
the 18-ycar-old Doom, the Saints sport the pitcher last year voted 
the nation's best, an honor not simply bestowed. 

Fact 1s, when Debbie won that award at Lansing, Mich., it was 
the sc<"ond straight such honor brought home by a Saints hurler. 
Mid1cl\e Thomas, a brilliant lefty now retired, won that award in 
'79 when she pitched the Saints to the national crown. All Debbie 
did last year was bring her team from the losers· bracket to third 
place vio six straight brilliant victories 

This is basically a new-look Saints team this year Co-field 
managers Paula Noel and Lynn Mooney have hung up their 
uniforms, lcaviug some 27 years of Saints competition behind 
them. Noel. now the softball coach at the University of Arizona, 
long w;.is considered softball's premier pitcher she was the 
first woman named to Arizona State University's athletic hall of 
fame. ,\nd Mooney was considered the game's premier 
dercnsivc third sacker and one of the finest clutch hitters in 
womcn·s softball history 

Gone. also. are first baseman Deanne Clark, a true slugger. 
outficldt:r-inficlder Paula Stufrlcbeam and utility player Val 
Skelton 

~~1;:e: ~%;1:~~;e~tl7o~y~ll have been found - and more 
Topping the list is Cindy Bristow, a veteran pitcher who atone 

timl' played pro ball with the Orange, Calif., I.ionelles. She 
cump1lcd a 30·3 record last ycaxr for the Long Beach, Calif .. 
Hcnt>gad~s 

Hl'r s1stt•r, Sue. plays catcher and infield more than 
compl'lcntl) Vicky Smith, a brilliant infielder, figures to 
rcpla('e Mooney at third And Ann Beiser, Linda Belcher and 
B;.1rb G.1rtia give the Saints tremendous balance. 

Rl'turnmg arc Lisa Clinchy. an all-staroutfieldcrconvcrtcd to 
fir.t has,•· Karen Fellenz, a high school all-stater at second: 

Suzie Gaw, considered college softball's premier hitter. at 
short: defensive whiz Gail Davenport in center; and Van 
Amburg and Rau. Shawn Ritchey, a pitcher-outfielder-desig
nated hitter-supreme, also is fia.ck. 

If this wasn't enough, the SaiJKS even have seasoned-veteran 
batgirls returning in Lori and K!ithy Pfab and Dana Reznik -
and few teams have such a luxury. 

The Saints annually play from 80 to 100 games and this year 
will be no different. In addition to the 20 home doubleheaders, 
the Saints will host the annual Del E. Webb Memorial 
'fournament, May 23-25, and will play in the Phoenix Metro 
Tourney, the Syracuse, N.Y., Sports Festival and the Cactus 
Regional Tournament in Prescott. 

So confident a team is this one that their printed schedule 
includes the nationals in Houston, despite the fact the Saints will 
have to win the regionals to earn a 16th consecutive berth. 

Now you may wonder about this game. I mean, I did some rive 
· years ago when I first took scorebook. note pad and pencil in 
hand to cover a game. Lest ye wonder, you won't be watching 
powder-puff softball out there. No balloon ball played here, 
Consider that Debbie Doom. all 6-3 of her. zips that ball 
plateward in excess of 90 mph. Scores or 1-0. 2-1 and extra inning 
games aplenty mark each season's schedule 

And there are softball fans around who well remember the 
doubleheader that started at 7: 30 p.m. (constant Saints starting 
time) and ended about 3: 45 a.m. after two games of 48 innings. 

If you're a sports fan who likes action and athletic brilJiance. 
you owe it to yourself to make Sun City Stadium a regular 
weekend stop on your schedule. You won·t regret a moment. nor 
will you mind the miniscule ticket price. 



Line-up juggling becomes 
part of Stapley's routine 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

Gerald Stapley must 
feel like a drill sergeant 
who is forced to call the 
roll to determine who's in 
attendance. At any given 
time It's questionable 
who's going to be on hand. 

Through four weeks of 
the season, Stapley 's job 
as manager of the Sun 
City Saints has tested his 
ability to assemble jig
saw puzzles more than it 
has his ability to manage 
a group of athletes. 

" At least they're in con
dition," said Stapley, re
ferring to the seven Saints 
who also play for Arizona 
State University . 

"WHEN YOU get two 
people coaching ( the 
same players) it's a little 
difficult . They get out 

there and hesitate and 
think 'This Isn' t school 
ball.' 

" It makes it harder, es
pecially harder to play 
together." 

Stapley has been forced 
to juggle his line-up sever
al Umes this season. Last 
weekend, for instance, 
regular catcher Marilyn 
Rau was moved to first 
base and outfielder Gail 
Davenport took over be
hind the plate. That move 
was forced because regu
lar first baseman Lisa 
Clinchy was playing for 
Arizona State. Shortstop 
Suzie Gaw and pitcher 
Cindy Bristow also were 
pulling duty for the Sun 
Devils . Cindy is an assist
ant coach for Arizona 
State. 

THOSE three players, 

along with fou r other Sun 
Devils , will be on hand 
this weekend . But they 
may miss part of the Sun 
City Saints Invitational 
(May 23-25 ). The Sun Dev
ils received at at-large 
berth to the Association or 
Intercollegiate Athletics 
for Women national tour
nament. 

There has been some 
cause for celebration , 
however, with Debbie 
Doom on the road to re
covery from a nagging 
muscle pull in her right 
leg. 

Debbie (3-0) saw limited 
pitching duty last week
end after 2 ½ weeks of no 
work. 

SHE PITCHED three In
nings Saturday and four 
Sunday . 

"She's coming along 

fine," Stapley said. "She 
should be able to go one 
game each night (against 
the California Stars) . She 
felt good . It wasn 't hurt
ing her ." 

Debbie, generally con
sidered on of the nation's 
top pitchers , did have 
trouble with location, a 
problem Stapley figures 
she'll overcome as she 
gets more work. 

"SHE'S NOT where 
she'd like to be condition 
wise . We're trying to get 
her back to where she 
feels good." 

Saturday and Sunday 
double -headers between 
the Saints and Stars begin 
at 7:30 p.m. in Sun City 
Stadium. 

Saturday's second game 
will be broadcast live on 
KWAO-FM (106.3). 

The 1981 edition of the Sun City Saints will be 
looking to Improve on a 13-5 mark when the 
California Stars Invade Sun City Stadium for Satur
day and Sunday double-headers . From left, front 
row: batglrls Dana Reznik and Kathy Pfab, Karen 
Fellenz and manager Gerald Stapley; second row: 

batglrl Lori Pfab, Barb Garcia, Linda Belcher, Ann 
Beisser and Vicky Smith; third row : Sue Bristow, 
Brenda Van Amburg and Gail Peters; back row: 
Marilyn Rau, Lisa Cllnchy , Cindy Bristow, Debbie 
Doom, Gall Davenport, Suzie Gaw, Shawn Ritchey 
and Marla Stapley . 

~ .... "'L_ 
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lniuries slow Saints' progress 
By MARK COAST Unfortunately , one of 

Staff Writer the blossomers isn't pitch-
It's been a "frustrating" ing whiz Debbie Doom. 
season so far. PULLED AND bruised 

The Sun City Saints muscles have sidlined her 
have seen injuries and va- for most of the season. 
cancies slow progress on Stapley said a doctor's 
their way to a 19-9 record. report today would give 
In addition, several line- him a better idea of when 
up changes have ham• she could start throwing 
pered the squad's cohe• again, but his "guess" 
siveness, coach Gerald was about 10 days. 
Stapley explained at the Outfielder Brenda Van 
team practice Wednesday. Amburg, an All•Ameri-

Nevertheless, he said, can, has also been downed 
players' attitudes are by an injury. A stress 
"better than ever" and fracture in her leg ( a 
several key people are problem she had about 
beginning to blossom. this time last year) bas 

sent her home to Ca1ifor
nia for the season. 

The rest of the problems 
are beginning to clear up, 
Stapley said. Conflicting 
schedules are about over, 
so the whole team, rookies 
and veterans, can play 
together. 

"WE WON'T be hardly 
ready this weekend, but 
by next weekend we'll be 
ready to go," he ex
plained. 

With the exception of 
Debbie, Stapley will go 
with the line-up he's used 
the past few weeks. 

"Any time you lose a 

player like her it's going 
to hurt you, but we'U get 
by," he said. 

SHAWN Ritchey and 
rookie Cindy Bristow will 
pick up most of the load 
on the mound until Deb• 
bie's return, he said. 

"Shawn has improved 
greatly over last year. 
She's won more games so 
far than anybody else for 
us," Stapley said. 

He also praised Marilyn 
Rau, who has cast aside 
her catcher's garb a few 
times and filled in at first 
base, and Gall Davenport, 
who seems to be climbing 

out of a batting slump 
that's hindered her this 
year. 

"AT TIMES the team is 
frustrated ... and so am I ," 
Stapley said, looking for
ward to improvement the 
rest of the way. 

The Saints play the Cali
fornia Gold Sox in a pair 
of double-headers at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday 
in Sun City Stadium. 

Stapley expects the 
Gold Sox to be "a young 
and hustling team, pretty 
much like the other Cali• 
fornia teams we've played 
so far." 



S~ts ------------------
NEWS-SUN Monday, June 1, 1981 

Suzie finds home-run stroke: 
By MARK COAST 

Stall Writer 
"You Gotta Have 

Hope," blared the loud
speakers during the porn 
porn girls' Sunday night 
show between games, but 
it could very well have 
been a report of the Sun 
City Saints' pJay in Sun· 
day's opener of a double
header. 

For most of the game 
fans had little to be hope
ful for with t~e Saints 

trailing the California 
Gold Sox throughout. 

Heading into the bottom 
of the seventh inning the 
Saints were down, 7-6, but 
had the meat of their line
up coming up. Marilyn 
Rau swung on the third 
pitch, Suzie Gaw on the 
second and both sent the 
ball over the center field 
fence. 

TOGETHER, Marilyn 
and Suzie either knocked 
in or scored six of the 

Saints' runs in the 8-7 win. 
All three of Suzie's hits 
cleared the fence, upping 
her home run total to 
four. Marilyn's homer 
was her eighth of the 
year. 

At the end of the third 
inning, the Saints had tak
en advantage of a Gaw 
homer and a Gold Sox 
error to tie the game, 3-3, 
but pitcher Cindy Bristow 
allowed three hits and Su
zie, Marilyn and third 

baseman Vicki Smith all 
had errors to allow the 
Sox four runs and a 7-3 
lead. 

The Saints chipped 
away at the lead in the 
next inning when Marilyn 
and Suzie teamed up 
again. Miss Rau walked 
and Miss Gaw followed 
with her second round
tripper of the night. 

IN THE sixth inning, 
speedster Linda Belcher 
reached on a walk, made 

Saints sweep series 
it all the way to third on 
Sue Bristow's sacrifice 
bunt and scored on a field
er's choice. The Rau-Gaw 
connection put the game 
away in the seventh 

It was the Saint's third 
victory of the weekend, 
but they went on to make 
lt four, breezing past the 
California squad, 5-1, tn 
the nightcap. That was a 
game the Gold Sox would 
Uke to forget, as they 
made four errors. 

All five Saints runs 
came in the fourth inning, 
beginning when pitcher 
Shawn Ritchey got on via 
an error by the second 
baseman. Gail Peters was 
hit by a pitch and Miss 
Belcher layed down a sac
rlflce bunt but reached 
first to load the bases 

when the third baseman 
made a poor thrown. 

SOX PITCHER Karen 
Jeffries then walked Miss 
Smith, scoring Shawn. 
Second baseman Ann 
Beisser then slammed a 
shot to the shortstop, who 
bobbled it, allowing Gail 
to score. Miss Belcher 
tried to take third but was 
tagged out. 

Barb Garcia followed 
with a double, scoring 
Miss Smith. Ann and Barb 
finished out the scoring 
when they came home on 
a Gail Davenport single to 
left-center. 

Saturday night, the 
Saints won both games, 6-
0, and 7·1. Shawn upped 
her record to a team
leading 9-2, while Miss 
Bristow climbed to 8-4. 

Miss Ritchey also 
smacked a home run Sat
urday, going 2-for-5 both 
nights. 

THE SAINTS improved 
their record to 23-9, but 
coach Gerald Stapley ob
viously wasn ' t pleased 
with his team's perform
ance , saying simply 

•·we're making too many 
errors. " 

The team will have a 
chance to work on their 
mistakes Saturday and 
Sunday when the Southern 
California Royals invade 
Sun City Stadium for a 
pair or 7 :30 p.m. double
headers 



• 
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1 ShaVttn Ritchey adds 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer 
Shawn Ritchey's booming bat has been an asset 

to her since the eighth grade. 
~ot until this year, however, has she been 

recognized as a top-notch pitcher 
She made the Western Collegiate Athletic Asso

ciation All-Conference team and the All-Regional 
team as a designated hitter for Arizona Stale 
t:niversity thts year and is now the Sun City Saints' 
leading pitcher as well as a top hitter. 

She first heard about the Saints as a high school 
senior when she played with a Des Moines, Iowa 
team in the Amateur Softball Association regionals 

On a softball scholarship to Arizona State Univer
sity the next year, her first game was against 
Phoenix College, then coached by ex-Saint Paula 
!\oel Paula made sure Shawn knew when and where 
the Saints· try-outs were held. 

That happened three seasons ago, and Shawn can 
finally appreciate her experiences that first year 
with the Saints 

When Paula ~oel went to the Pan American 
games Shawn saw a lot o( action on the mound, but 
"didn't last very long. " she said, laughing. "I was 
hit out of the park a lot." 

At the time, however, she didn't think her 
performance was funny. In fact she thought just the 
opposite 

" I knew I was better than that," she explained. It 
was hard for her to get excited about playing -
frustruted. yes; excited, no. 

Shawn can now get excited about her sport. 
Last year she improved her skills and spelled 

Paula and Debbie Doom on occasion. but was used 
primarily for her powerful bat as designated hitter. 

'pitching to 
I playing .on the varsity squad for Fort Dodge High 

School tn Iowa . Because of her excellent hitting 

I i~b!!!:ftia~?~ earned an exceptional five varsity letters 

ln Iowa, high school softball is played in the 
summer. so Shawn had plenty of time for swimming 
basketball and track during the school year. Sh~ I excelled In. the disc. us, winning the state track meet 
two years m a row 

resume 
Stace last fall, Shawn has b 

r~:cUc1ng non-stop softball with'1iJ~:~ 1
~ 05~~ 

end:;_ar and with the Saints smce college ~ason 

;~t;s i:,~t;ike breathing., , Shawn said 
to ,''breathe· .. ~:~:r:aurler w1_1J have anOther chance 
Saints do battle with rh:;d ~~nday nights _when the 
at 7:30 1n Sun t.:ily Stadium~u ern Colifornia Royals 

This year, pitching the most wins, with an 8-2 
record, she said playing softball is like second 
nature to her. 

When Shawn returned from nationals last sum• 
mer, she consulted the pitching expert that helped 
Debbie develop her motion. He worked with the 
foundation Shawn already had and helped her to use 
her whole body instead of just her arm In the pitch. 

Shawn started softball in the eighth grade , 





Suzies drive spawns 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer 
When a Southern Cali

fornia Royals batter hit a 
ground ball to the Sun 
City Saints' shortstop last 
weekend, she could just 
have easily tried to out
race a bullet than beat the 
throw to first. 

Not very many people 
can beat the arm of Suzie 
Gaw. She scoops up 
grounders and one-hop
pers and !ires them like a 
cannon to make the out, 
making tough plays look 
commonplace. 

Many will remember 
her three home runs in 
one game against the Cal-

lfornia Gold Sox, but Suzie part of her game. "I feel 
said that was just the much stronger about my 
start. defense," she said espe-

WHEN THE college cially since the hit; didn't 
season ended at Arizona come last season at ASU, 
State University, where She explained that when 
Suzie ls now a senior, she her defense is at its best 
started to work on her she feels aggresive and is 
hitting with a former soft- able to charge the ball. 
ball coach at Iowa State It's when she's timid and 
University, Karmen waits for the ball that she 
Booth. The game with makes mistakes. 

Friday, June 12, 1981 NEWS-SUN 

three homers was Suzie's "SOMETIMES I'm real 
first since she began hard on myself when I 
putting in the extra work. don't do something the 

Even though her bat Is way I should have," Suzie 
now feared by opponents said. "I feel like I'm a 
- she hit her fifth and strong motivator." 
sixth home runs Saturday In the early days of 
and Sunday - hitting has softball for Suzie it was 
not been the strongest her grandfather that did 

defensive ability 
the motivating. She said 
he would take her and a 
bunch of kids out and play 
softball with them. It was 
that beginning that got 
Suzie involved in organ
ized sports. 

At Scottsdale High 
School, she played both 
volleyball and softball, 
but a softball scholarship 
to ASU made her special
ize ln just one sport. 

THAT HASN'T slowed 
her down. 

When she's not playing 
softball she might be 
working at Kitchle's Ice 
Cream parlor like she's 
done the past five years. 
If it's around 7 a.m. she 
might be out practicing 

her golf - a new sport to 
her this summer. 

There's also her motor
cycle she likes to ride, 
and on occasion a camp
Ing trip. "I like to be 
active. I very seldom sit 
around and watch T.V.," 
she added. 

AND, WHEN there's 
time, she even likes to 
watch softball. "It seems 
like I never get sick of 
watching my own sport." 

In the off season, Suzie 
makes time for lifting 
Weights, bike riding and 
jogging, exercises she 
prefers to do alone. 

"I've grown up pumping 
myself - pushing myself. 
SO 1 like to do things by 

myself, " she explained . 
But that doesn't stop her 
from being a team player 
with ASU or the Saints. 

IF ANYTHING she feels 
a little more responsibility 
as a veteran. "Hopefully I 
can help some of the play
ers that are new," she 
said, adding that her ex• 
tra experience doesn't buy 
her any extra priveleges. 
'' As a team there are no 
double-standards I'm 
not anything more -so than 
anybody else.' ' 

Suzie and teammates 
will have a chance to 
show off their talents Sat
urday and Sunday when 
the California Brazers en
ter Sun City StadJum at 
7: 30 for double-headers 
both nights. 

Prior to and following 
Saturday's first gaD?,e, 
PM Magazine, a television 
variety show on ABC, will 
mm the "Porn Porn 
Girls" for an upcoming 
segment. 

.) I 
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Softball's challenge 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer 
: "I love It when they hit 
lly balls to you and 
they're impossible to 
!catch." 
! Perhaps it is a sadistic 
-desire, but Barb Garcia 
,miles when she says it 
"ecause she makes those 
)::atches, and that's what 
:makes the sport of soft-

t~:~i=l~::1l!:1~et~~~r Ci~; 
l!aints. 
. Hyperactive, intense, 
humorous are all accurate 
descriptions of this 22-
;year-old rookie from the 
University of Arizona. 

At Wednesday's prac
tice she sat in the dugout 
and joked with Debbie 
Doom, tried on Gail Dav-

enport's new pith helmet, 
stretched and talked with 
Linda Belcher and Ann 
Beisser and played a 
game of pepper with the 
rest of the outfielders. 

And after practice was 
over, she got into a soft
ball throwing contest with 
Gail Peters and Shawn 
Ritchey. The object was 
to see who could throw the 
softball from home plate, 
over the 200-fool fence. 
Gail won. 

Barb also arrived at the 
stadium early on bicycle 
from her temporary Sun 
City home and ran the 
stadium stairs. In fact, 
she said, a large part of 
her free time is spent 
riding the ten-speed to 
Sun City Stadium and 

working out. 
So softball isn't all fun 

and games foF Barb. 
"It's something I've 

really had to work at," 
said the 5-foot-4 senior. 

Fortunately she's had a 
little whiJe to work. 

In junior high school in 
Tucson, Barb played on 
church teams in softball 
and volleyball, In fact, 
volleyball was her main 
sport throughout her ten
ure at Saguaro High 
School. 

When she went to col
lege she made a complete 
switch, trying out and 
making the basketball 
team "for something run 
to do," she said-again 
smiling. It was just by 
coincidence that a learn-

thrills Barb Garcia 
mate convinced her to wanting to play for them 
play softball, too. eventually. 

For the last two years "It's always been in the 
she bas also been a mem- back of my mind to play 
ber of the school's field for the Saints. I just didn't 
hockey team; this year on know when," she ex-
the varsity. plained. 

"If it's not one thing It's Now she knows. 
another," she said, de- The difference between 
scribing her tastes in the Saints and other 
sports. teams she's been on is 

But playing on the simple:"I've never played 
Saints seems now to be in with so many goo<f$-ball
lhe 1ore1ront of Barb's de- players before io my 
sires. Last year she com- Hfe." 
peted for the Ponderosa But it's not as though 
Playmakers from Tucson the rest of the Saints 
and had a chance to play aren't playing with a good 
against the Saints in Sun ballplayer in turn. Barb's 
City, so she knew how batting average is second 
good they were. only to Marilyn Rau's and 

She rem~mber~ bearing ahead of home run slug
of the Samts smce her ger Suzie Gaw's. That is 
church soltbaU days and unusual for a normally 

weak-hitting Barb. 
She admits her hitting 

with the Saints is "sur
prising," but attributes it 
to a "relaxed" atmos
phere and expert advice 
from Marilyn. "I knew I 
had it in me," she added. 

But what she likes the 
most, she said without 
hesitation, is fielding. A 
split-second dash from 
deep center to just behind 
second base is a regular, 
and enjoyable, outing for 
Barb. 

She said that kind of 
competition, plus the trav
elling and team spirit on 
the Saints are all great, 
but what really makes the I 
Saints-and softball-so 
special is just "going out 
there and getting dirty," 
she explained with a 
laugh-and a smile. 
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Ohio Club sponsors 
night at stadium 

The Ohio Club of Sun 
City is sponsoring "Ohio 
Night" al the Sun City 
Saints ballgame June 27. 

The club invites all 
Buckeyes to attend the 
double-header beginning 
at 7:30 p .m . Reserved 

tickets, al $1.50 apiece, 
are available from Harley 
Brewer, 977-5748, or Betty 
Webb, 974•1487, 

The club is also plan
ning a picnic at the Sun 
Bowl on October 3. 

Saturday, June 20, 1981 NEWS-SUN 

Saints host Astros 
The Sun City Saints will 

host the San Diego Astros 
tonight and Sunday in 
double-headers, starting 
at 7:30 p.rn. each night. 

Sunday night, Father's 

Day will be celebrated 
between the games. Fes
tivities will inclued a 
marching band and a per
rormance from the Porn 
Porn Girls. 



Monday, June 22, 1981 NEWS-SUN S~ts --------------
Saints win 3 of 4 

By MARK COAST 
Staff Writer 

Going into the four
game weekend series, the 
Sun City Saints knew little 
about their opponent, the 
San Diego Astros. 

It's a mystery no more. 
The Astros bad five mem
bers of the collegiate na
tional championship soft
ball team from Utah State 
in their ranks, coach Ger
ald Stapley explained, and 
they fought toe-to-toe with 
the Saints for four games, 
but came away with just 
one win. 

The San Diego squad 
didn't show much tenacity 
in the first game Satur
day, however, dropping a 
4-1 decision. 

THE SAINTS opened 
with a bang in the first 

inning. After Debbie 
Doom struck out the first 
three San Diego batters, 
Barb Garcia smacked the 
first pitch offered her into 
center rield for a double. 

Barb advanced on a 
pitch that hit Gall Daven
port, and scored on a wild 
pitch. Suzie Gaw then hit 
a fly to deep center that 
was dropped, scoring Gail 
and sending Suzie to sec
ond, in range to score on 
Marilyn Rau's single. She 
scored later on an error 
by the first baseman. 

The Astros didn't tally 
until the seventh when a 
runner on third scored 
during an inning-ending 
pickoff play. 

SATURDAY'S nightcap 
wasn't nearly as easy for 
thP Saints , as they fell 

·:i?·~ ~ $~n J .. .u,~y;,, 
Fathers Day 
celebrated 
at stadium 

Fathers will be honored 
Sunday evening at Sun 
City Stadium when the 
Saints host the San Diego 
Astros In a double-header 
at 7:30. 

"Take Me Out to the 
Ball Game" will be the 
theme song played be
tween the games by the 
Agua Fria River Bottom 
Marching Band, with Bill 
McEchern as drum major 
and Jim Pryor as master 
of ceremonies. 

The Sun City Porn Porn 
Girls will also salute Sun 
City's fathers and joln the 
band in the finale "When 
the Saints Corne Marching 
In." 

Fathers will have the 
opportunity to win auto-

f::f h~~k:~sse~:•1~ut~~: 
games. 

behind in the first half of 
the third inning on Kelly 
Smith 's home run. 

The Saints regained that 
run in their half as Miss 
Garcia walked, advanced 
to third on a Miss Daven
port sacrHice and an er
ror on the shortstop and 
scored on Marilyn's sacri
fice fly to center . 

The rest of the game 
was scoreless until , in ex
tra innings in the bottom 
of the nililh , Marilyn 
walked and scored on two 
errors, giving the Saints a 
2-1 triumph . 

CINDY Bristow picked 
up the win in that contest, 
her 12th against five loss
es . In the first game, Deb
ble upped her mark to 7-1 , 
allowing just one hit and 

from Astros 
one run. 

In Sunday's opener, 
Miss Rau walloped her 
ninth round-tripper of ,the 
season to score the 
game's only run . 

In fact , the Astros 
threatened only once, in 
the third when Lori Tur
ken got to third on a Vicki 
Smith error, a passed ball 
by Miss Davenport and a 
fielder's choice, but Deb
bie ended the the threat, 
striking out San Diego's 
hot-hitting Miss Smith. 

MISS DOOM had 15 
strikeouts in her two out
ings, and Sunday's 1-0 win 
sent her record to 8-1. 

The Saints' only loss to 
the Astros came in Sun
day's nightcap 

They fell behind in the -

fourth when San Diego 
first baseman Yo Arvizu
doubled and scored the 
next play on Miss Smith's 
single. What turned out to 
be the winning run scored 
in the sixth when lead-off 
batter Sandi Adler tripled 
down the third base line 
and scored on a sacrifice 
fly. 

THE SAINTS put to
gether a rally in their half 
of the inning when Barb 
and Suzie each singled 
and advanced on the cen
ter fielder's error. Barb 
ended the inning when she 
was thrown out at the 
plate attempting to score 
on Shawn Ritchey's 
ground out to second. 

Miss Garcia upped her 
.330 batting average, 

going 3-for-3 in that game 
and 5-for-12 in the series. 

Marilyn also padded her 
average with a seventh
inning homer-not enough 
for the win but upping her 
season total to 10. She was 
5-for-8 on the weekend, 
playing Cirst base twice, 
designated hitter once and 
substitute once. 

SHAWN TOOK the 2·1 
loss in Stmday's second 
game, putting her at 10-4 
for the season. 

The Saints wlll race an 1 
old foe Saturday and Sun- , 
day in Sun City Stadium, 
as they battle the Long 
Beach Renegades. 

The Renegades ousted 
the Saints from last year's 
national tournament In 
the finals of the loser's 
bracket. They In turn lost 
to the Brakeltes of Strat
ford, Conn., in the cham
pionship 

THE double-headers 
will start at 7:30 p.m. 

Jn addition, the Saints 
wm play an all-star team 
from Surprise, in Sur
prise, at 8 p.m. Wednes
day. The game replaces 
their normal Wednesday 
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Saints play Surprise 
to 'benefit softball' 

The Sun City Saints will 
tra\,el to Surprise Wedn~s
day to batlle the Surpnse 
All ·Slars In lieu of their 
regularly scheduled prac 
lice. 

Saints coach Gerald Sta 
pley said spectators are 
welcome to watch the 
game, which is played "to 
beneflt sortball in ll11s 

area.' 
To get to the softball 

diamond'. take Grand Av 
enuc to the stoplight in 
Surprise and turn right. 
Tnke another right at San
ta Fe and drive east two 
blocks to Nash and turn 
lert. Drive two more 
blocks and the diamond is 
on the right. 

Mqnday, June 29,1981 NEWS-SUN 
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Pairings 
announced 

The Sun City Saints will begin their defense 
of the Del E . Webb Memorial Sortball Tourna
ment championship against the Tucson Broad 
Squad at 8:15 p .m . Friday. 

Pairings were announced Friday by Joe 
Davisson, Saints Booster Club president at a 
public drawing. 

The Utah Salt Lakers will open the tourna· 
ment at 5 p.m. Friday against the Phoenix 
Pepperettes. At 6:30, the Utah Bees will play 
the Phoenix Westerners . 

Short opening ceremonies will be conducted 
at 8, after which the Saints will play the Broad 
Squad. At 9:45 the Phoenix Arrows will meet 
the San Diego Trendsetters In the final game of 
the night. 

The tournament will continue through July 
5. Tickets for evening series will be $2 .50 for 
adults and $1 for children under 12. For 
morning games Saturday and Sunday, admis• 
sion will be $2 for adults and $1 for children. 
A l0·mlnute aerial fireworks display is sched• 
uled between the second and third games 
Saturday night. 

Saints, Renegades 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer single 

The Sun City Saints would like to forget Sunday 
night's second game with the Long Beach Rene• 
gades . 

The Saints tallied in the seventh when Barb 
Garcia scored on a Marilyn Rau double to deep 
right. That was the only Saints' run, however, as 
they fell , 3-1 

Long Beach managed to get 11 hits off losing 
pitcher Shawn Ritchey and her replacement, Cindy 
Bristow, in a 7•1 rout. 

That loss came after three more closely played 
games Saturday and earlier Sunday, with the Saints 
winning two 

SATURDAY'S OPENER saw the Renegades 
jump all over pitcher Debbie Doom to score two 
runs in the first on two walks, a fielder's choice and 
a double. They added another run in the fourth 
inning on a ground·rule double, a sacrifice and a 

---- -----------

In the nightcap , the tables were turned. Suzie 
Gaw walloped her eighth homer of the season in the 
second Inning to give the Saints a 1-0 advantage 
going into the bottom of the sixth. 

BARB DOUBLED TO start the Inning and 
advanced on Gail Davenport's sacrifice. She scored 
the next play, but for awhile there was a question as 
to whether she scored on a Marla Stapley home run 
or a Marla Stapley ground~rule double. 

The umpires ruled it a ground-rule double, then 
upon consultation with the Long Beach shortstop, 

split 4-game series 
changed their minds and ruled it a home run. Barb ended 7112 scoreless innings when she scor~d 

The enraged Renegades manager argued with the on an RBI single by Suzie. It was Debbie's ninth wm 
home plate umpire and was ejected from the game. against two losses 
Meanwhile, the center fielder also consulted the IF COACH GERALD Stapley coul~ have acte~ on 
umpires and pursuaded them to switch the call back hindsight, he would have sent the Samts home right 
to a double. then and avoided the nightcap. 

THE SQUABBLE was unnecessary, as it turned "We're just not as sharp as we should be," he 

::!~ebe:O~i~, ~a:!l~nfo~er~e tr:1r:e:!l:~~~t:v~~:~: sal;he game incl~ded Marilyn's 12th home run of 
the 4.() win. It upped Miss Brlstow's record to 11-4. the year. The Saints couldn't get a runner past 

Sunday's opener wasn't as unbalanced as the second and left five on base In the defeat. 
previous two games, as Miss Doom and Long Beach The Saints, 33-14, face two days of optional 
pitcher Tippy Borrego combined allowed only four batting practice.and their regular Wednesday wo~k· 
bits In eight Innings. Debbie allowed only a hit to the out before meetmg the Tucson Broad Squad at 8.15 
flrst batter and proceeded to strike out seven In the p.m. Friday In the first round or the Del E. Webb 
1.0 win, Memorial Tournament 

..) 
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Saints begin title defense 
against Tuscon contingent 

Prepared to defend 
their six consecutive Del 
E. Webb Memorial Tour
nament titles, the Sun 
City Saints will battle the 
Tucson Broad Squad in 
their first game of the 
double-elimination tourna
ment at 8:15 p.m. Friday. 

The Utah Salt Lakers 
open the tournament at 5 
p.m. in sun City Stadium 
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against the Phoenix Pep- News-Sun. Ed White of Since the _to~rn~ment is 
perettes, a team the KWAO radio will be the a double-ehmmat1on for
Saints have beaten three umpire, and tournament mat, each team can lose 
times this year. coordinator Col. Paul o~e .game before being 

Following that contest, Morrill will serve as the ehmmated. The winner of 
another Utah team, the hitter . the losers' bracket will 
Bees will play the Phoe- Sun City plays Tucson face the winners' bracket 
nix 'Westerners. That following the ceremonies, victor in Sunday's final at 
game is slated to begin at and the Phoenix Arrows 8 p.m. 
6:30. will face the San Diego IF THE losers ' bracket 

AT s, the Luke Air Trendsetters at 9:45. winner should win the 

:rl~cfea~af~e ~~~°i:'t fe~a..:;~ IF THE Sain~s win their first game of the finals a 
onto the field for opening opener, they will play t~e second game would be 
ceremonies. Trumpeter Arrows-Trendsetters wm- played for the champion
Leon Bristow, brother of ner at 5 p.m . Satu~day. If ship . 
Sun City Saints sue and they lose, they will face Tickets !or Friday, Sat
Cindy Bristow, will play the loser of that contest at urday and Sunday evening 
the "National Anthem." 8:30:;a.m. Satu~day . sessions are $2.50 each 

The ceremonial first An ab?rev1ated. fire - night for adults and $1 for 
pitch will be thrown by works display will be children under 12. For the 
Doug Morris of the Sun presented at 8 p.m. Satur- Saturday morning games, 
City Citizen to Burt Frei- day b~tween the second tickets ar $2.00 for adults 
reich, publisher of the and third games. and $1 for children. 

On the Town: 

Local editors face off in Saints game 
By Doug Morris 

Editor 
There's a wild rumor 

going around town that 
a couple of local 
editors will square off 
In the Sun City 
Stadium, Friday even
ing July 3. 

No "ok corral," this. 
Weapons will be 
plastic horsehide. 

The editor or the 
News-Sun - a trusting 
soul - wm be on the 
receiving end of the 
smoking delivery by 

the Citizen's editor. He 
actually believes the 
missile will be a soft• 
ball. Hah! 

The scene will be the 
opening of the Del 
Webb Tournament. 
The time ts somewhere 
between 7:30 to 8 p.m, 
the exact time depends 
on the physical capaci
ty of the headlined per
formers to stand up 
straight long enough to 
perform their assigned 
functions. 

ln a previous 

demonstration of pit
ching prowess the 
Citizen editor got the 
ball two-thirds or the 
way to the plate. Cor
tisone treatments. and 
guru meditations. are 
expected to improve 
this performance. The 
News-Sun editor has 
taken a solemn vow 
not to laugh out loud 

Ed W h it e , 1 m
presa rio of radio 
KWAO, will umpire. 
He was selected for 
this exactinl!I respon-

slblity because or his 
theological training. 
It's figured that only 
someone Jn direct con
t act with higher 
powers would daretto 
stand in judgment of a 
battery so obviously in 
need of re-charging 

Col. Paul Morrill will 
be at bat. If the ball 
ever gets close enough 
to the plate for him to 
swing at it - and if he 
swings - thus disrup
ting the precarious 
communication bet-

ween pitcher and cat
cher, his name will 
never again appear m 
either paper. We will 
not tolerate spoil
sports. 

No local underwriter 
would habeas any of 
these corpuses, but 
Lloyd's of London has 
Indicated interest -
provided they're given 
exclusive rights to 
"Believe It Or Not" 
syndication. 

c c s 
The heart of Big 

Business. The Pruden
tial Insuarnce Co,, 
owner of the shopping 
centers, has rescJnded 
its decJslon to oust tbe 
Resident's Gallery 
from the Sun Bowl 
Center. The lease wW I 
be renewed at the 
same one dollar per 
year rental. TblS is a 
very welcome and 
very generous act1oa. 
Maybe the Pru Should 
change us symbol 
Crom a rock to • bJt 
heart. 
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J=ascination' led Cindy 

"WE (THE RENEGADES) paid our own way It 
made 1t especially tough for us to go to nationals. We 
had to borrow money to go," Cindy explained. 

By MARK COAST 
Stall Writer 

Oh that sweet taste of revenge. 
It's what the Sun City Saints will be looking for 

this weekend when they battle the Long Beach 
Renegades, the team that bumped the Saints out of 
last year's national championships one game before 
the finals. 

On that team was an ace pitcher-not the one 
that beat the Saints, but a one-time professional 
named Cindy Bristow. 

ADMITTEDLY, SHE DOESN'T have lhe blazing 
speed of a Debbie Doom. Instead, she chooses to 
throw "junk"-off-speed pitches, change-ups, drops 
and rise balls-a combination of pitches to confuse 
the batter. 

Whatever it takes to get the batter out, that's the 
junk she'll throw. ''If it takes 50 foul balls and a 
change-up1 that's fine," Cindy explained. 

"It's a brain game. Pve got to figure out what the 
batter can't hit." 

DURING THE off-season, however, she made a 
switch. She transferred from Cal Poly-Pomona, 
where she had been playing softball and attending 
school, to Arizona State University, where she 
assisted the softball coach and continued her educa
tion. 

The move also brought her to Sun City to play for 
the Saints. 

''This team is exceptionally lucky," she said, 
referring especially to the financial backing the 
Saints receive. 

In 13 years of organized softball, Cindy has 
played for the Orange Lionettes, amateur as well as 
professional, the Long Beach Renegades and now 
the Saints to mention just a few teams. 

"I can't even remember learning how to play 
softball/' she said, trying to think back. 

HER FATHER PLAYED softball in the Air Force 
before the 24-year-old was born, and so Cindy was 
naturally drawn in. 

Another softball player from the Bristow family 
is Sue, the next youngest, a Saints second baseman 
and, as a student at ASU, part of the reason Cindy 
chose to come to Arizona. 

When Cindy started she was a third baseman but 
when a pitching coach saw her throw underhand, he 
called her a "natural pitcher." 

"FROM THEN ON it became a fascination " 
Cindy said. "I could stand in the backyard for ~n 
hour and throw every one of them over the fence." 
Unfortunately she was aiming for the strike zone. 

Eventually the technique came. A little bit from 
watching Lionettes teammate Nancy Welborn pitch 
and a little bit from "figuring out what made It hard 
for me to hit, and then throwing it," she said. 

"I'm what anybody would call a junk pitcher. It's 
harder to hit junk pitching, I think," she said. 

CINDY'S PITCHING, however, is being affected 
more and more by diabetes, a disease that makes it 
difficult for the body to accept starches and carbohy-

into softball career 
drates and leaves a person feeling very tired at 
times. 

"It's like you have a monster Inside of you," she 
said, describing it as a "Jekyll and Hyde" effect. 
One minute she'll feel fine and the next she'll feel 
weak and sleepy. 

Presently, Cindy regulates the disease by control
ling her diet-limiting sugars and starches-and 
does not yet require insulin injections. 

11IT'S HARD TO accept," she said, sounding 
frustrated. "I used to love to pitch in the heat of the 
day." Now she is forced to play in the second game 
of a double-header when the temperature is milder. 

Cindy's main ambition, upon completion of her 
physical education degree at ASU, is to coach 
women's basketball at the college level. 

"l llke to help kids," she said, explaining that for 
five years in Callfornta she coached a high school 
girl's basketball team, and feels like she has a talent 
for coaching 

"IT WAS A challege for me to become a pitcher. 
I don't have that Debbie Doom ability. But where 
she Is good at pitching, I'm just as good at coaching. 

"I play basketball bad enough that it's easy for 
me to anticipate what the kids are going to do 
wrong," she explained. 

But for now, she'll be concentrating on something 
else entirely-playing the Renegades. 

"IT'LL BE A challenge because they're really 
good," Cindy said about her former teammates. 
, "They're still friends, but you want to win just as 
much as they do. It'll be different." 

The Saints hope it will be different than the last 
time the two teams met, when the Saints lost. 

THE TEAMS WILL play double-headers at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday in Sun City Stadium. 

At 5:30 p.m. on both days, the Sun City-Sun City 
West Senior Softball League Travel Team will play a 
senior all-star team from Las Vegas 

J 
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Saints roll to Webb Memorial 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer 
If the Sun City Saints 

were looking for a test in 
the Del E. Webb Memori· 
al Tournament they must 
have been surprised. 

Taking early leads in all 
four of their games, the 
Saints rolled to the tour
nament championship, 
beating the Utah Salt Lak
ers, 3-0, in the title con
test 

This year's memorial to 
the builder of Sun City 
was won for the seventh 
straight time by the 
Saints, and, for the second 
year, they beat the Salt 
Lakers to do it. 

THIS YEAR, however, 
the Salt Lakers were at a 
disadvantage. Due to inju
ries, only nme players 
were on the roster 

Four of those were 
named to the All-Tourna
ment team along with 

four Saints and two play
ers from the Utah 
Bees.the third-place team. 
Suzie Gaw of the Saints 
earned Most Valuable 
Player honors for her .583 
batting average. 

In the championship 
game, the Saints got five 
hits off of Mona Stevens, 
Salt Lakers' pitcher, but 
scored on two errors and 
a stolen base. Miss Stev
ens pitched the entire 
tournament for the Utan 
squad. 

"WE DIDN'T play well 
either night (Saturday 
and Sunday) against the 
Saints," said Miss Stev
ens, discounting the num
ber of players as the re?,• 
son for losing; The Saa 
Lakers normally have 
only 11 players on the 
team and one of those 
injured is their other 
pitcher, she explained as 
she iced her arm. 

On Friday night, the 
Saints won their opener 
against the Tucson Broad 
Squad, 2-1. In that contest, 
Barb Garcia scored In the 
first inning after three 
walks and a single, and 
Linda Belcher tallied in 
the second when she· sin
gled, stole second and 
came home on an error. 

Tucson didn't threaten 
until the seventh when 
Debbie Doom loaded the 
bases by allowing two sin
gles and J walk A throw 
from catcher Marilyn Rau 
to Suzie nipped one runner 
trying to steal second as a 
second runner scored. Su
zie's throw back to Mari
lyn was in time to get the 
third baserunner out at 
the plate and end the 
game. 

THAT WIN pitied the 
Saints against the Phoenix 
Arrows, who beat the San 
Diego Trendsetters, 2-1 in 

11 innings Friday night. 
Pitcher Cindy Bristow 

struck out seven and Miss 
Rau and Miss Gaw sent 
thr:ee balls over the fence 
to give the Saints a 4-3 
win. The victory upped 
Cindy's record to 14-5 for 
the year 

Marilyn walloped a line 
drive home run in the 
fourth inning to score the 
Saints' first run and Suzie 
followed suit. 

IN THE sixth inning, 
Marilyn singled and was 
replaced on the base 
paths by Sue Bristow. The 
switch was needless, how
ever, as Suzie smacked 
her third hit and second 
homer of the night to 
score them both. The 
homers were Marilyn's 
13th round-tripper of the 
year and Suzie's ninth and 
tenth. 

Cindy was replaced ih 
the seventh after allowing 
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Tournament crown 
four hits and two runs in 
the sixth and two hits in 
the seventh. Miss Doom 
gave up a double to allow 
another run, but a double• 
play and a strikeout ended 
the threat. 

The Saints earned a 
berth into the finals by 
beating the Salt Lakers 
Saturday night. In last 
year's tournament the 
SaH Lakers sent the 
Saints to the loser's 
bracket, forcing then to 
win three straight for the 
championship. 

THIS YEAR, the Saints 
tallied in the second in
ning on a three-RBI dou
ble by Barb Garcia, and 
scored their final run of 
the game in the fourth 
when Suzie singled, stole 
second and scored on the 
catcher's errant throw to 
second. 

The Salt Lakers scored 
in the seventh, but Miss 
Doom ended the game, 4· 
1, with her seventh strike• 
out of the night. 

Sunday, for the second 
time, the Sall Lakers beat 
cross-town rivals the Utah 
Bees, 2-1, to set the stage 

for a rematch of last Saints three double-plays, 
year's championship. 22 hits and three lone 

IN THE championship errors in the tournament. 
game, Suzie got on with a He was also happy with 
fielder's choice and ad· Miss Doom's progress af• 
vanced on the second ter injuries sidelined her 
baseman's poor throw. earlier this season. 
Vicki Smith's hard groun- Debbie picked up her 
der to the shortstop was 12th win of the year 
too hot to handle and Su- against two losses, and 
zie scored when a wild earned a spot on the All· 
throw went into the Tournament team, as 
dugout. pitcher, with a 0,00 earned 

Miss Garcia started the run average. 
action in the third, getting Accompanying her on 
on with a fielder's choice. that team were team
Gail Davenport then made mates Miss Gaw at short
it to first when the short- stop, Miss Rau at catcher 
stop's throw to second and Miss Stapley as desig
ended up in center field, nated hitter. 
and Barb Garcia scored ROUNDING OUT the 
when the centerfielder squad were Salt Lakers 
threw wildly. Jane Hughes at first, 

Marla Stapley walked Becky Anderson, second, 
and rounded the base to Mel Kent In center field 
steal second while Gail and Vikki Allred in right. 
edged off of third towards Cindy Lyon and Lotta 
home, Marla's successful Thornley of the Utah {!ees 
steel and a late throw to were all-tournament picks 
home scored Gail for the In left field and at third 
Saints' final run. base, respectively. 

"THIS IS more like we Results of other games 
should have been playing played were: Salt Lakers 
for quite some time," 8, Phoenix Pepperettes O; 
coach Gerald Stapley Bees s, Phoenix Western
said, referring to the ers O; Westerners 3, Pep-

perettes 2; Broad Squad 6, 
Trendsetters 2; Salt Lak· 
ers 2, Bees O; Arrows 7, 
Westerners O (forfeit); 
Bees 4, Broad Squad 1; 
Bees 1, Arrows 0. 

The Saints will battle 
the Sepulvada ICalif,I 
Raiders Saturday and 
Sunday in a pair of dou• 
ble-headers. Both twin
bHls begin at 7:30 in Sun 
City Stadium. 
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Saints shortstop Suzie Gaw puts the tag on Dawn Phoenix Arrows . Suzie then threw hOme to complete 
Knappenburger Saturday in a game against the a double play. (News-Sun Photo by Bill Oosham) 
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LORIPFAB 

Batgirl wins 
finalist spot 
in pageant 

Sun City Saints batglrl 
Lori Pfab, 1460155th Ave., 
Glendale, has been named 
a finalist in the Miss Ariz• 
ona Teen-ager Pageant to 
be held July 10-12 in Phoe
nix Hyatt Regency. 

The winner of the pag
eant will receive a S500 
cash scholarship, a full 
Barbizon Modeling schol
arship, and an all-expense 
paid trip to Atlanta, Ga., 
to compete in the Miss 
National Teen-ager Pag
eant. 
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FROMleft field_ 
By STEVE HAWLEY 

Sports Editor 
Gerald Stapley would have no problem 

keeping bu_s y without the sport he is so deeply 
invol ved with . 

F:ven a ··gone fi shin' " sign is useless when 
there are seven daughters, three sons and a 
hushel of grandchildren lo keep track of. 

Yet this man with the assuming stature and 
unassumning nature doesn't seem to have 
enough to keep him occupied. He lives for the 
game of softball. And these days the living 
mu st be a little easier. 

AFTER . A SLOW start, Stapley's beloved 
Sun City Saints have begun to show evidence of 
life. in sharp contrast to the team that regis
tered weak vital signs under his direction 
earlier in the season. 

And the recovery couldn't have come at a 
better time. 

The Saints suddenly find themselves resem
bling the team that won the 1979 national 
women 's maJor fastpitch title . Until this past 
weekend. when they rolled to their seventh 
straight Del E. Webb Memorial Tournament 
title. they could have been arrested for imper
sonating the team that has built a national 
reputation. 

GRANTED, THE SAINTS' haven't run up a 
-l0-14 record by losing the majority of their 
~ames. But they have been inconsistent. And 
there 's no time for inconsistency during the 
latter part of the season 

Part of the problem can be attributed to a 
shake and bake line-up caused by the Joss of 
several regulars to college softball. Allhough 
school has been out for more than a month, 1t 
takes time to mold players mto a working unit, 
regardless of whether they have played togeth
er in the past. It requires a few hours on the 
Job to smooth out the wrinkles and get used to 
habits of the other player on the end· of a 
double-play attempt 

The brightest light on the horizon. however, 
is Debbie Doom's performance after several 
weeks of nagging injuries 

DEBBIE, WHOSE ARM the Saints rode to a 
third-place national finish last season, has been 
bothered most of the season by two injuries 
that haven't allowed her to round into shape. 

First it was a pulled leg muscle. then a 
bruised hip that was caused by her pitching 
arm banging against her hip on the delivery. 

The 18-year-old right hander is showing 
evidence that she's beginning to round into 
(orm She threw 22 innings of softball in the 
Webb tournament without giving up an earned 
run. While her strikeout pitch may nol be up to 
par, ( she fanned five in the litle game) that 
,~ ill return in time. 

THE SAINTS HAVE four weeks to prepare 
for the Cactus Regional Tournament in Pres
cotl. where they must win to adYance lo the 
national tournament in Houston Aug. 10-15 

Thev may find the competition weak in 
Prescoil. Thal won't be the case in Houston, 
where the Raybestos Brakettes, Of Stratford, 
Conn .. will defend the title they took from l~e 
Saints last vear Unless Debbie Doom 1s 
healthv. theri·s !itlle hope of a second national 
chaml)ionship trophy betng displayed in Sun 
Cl11, Stadium 

·As Debbie goes, so go the Saints. 



Saints win 7th straight 

Sulie Gaw rounds the bases after blasting a home run 

News-Sun Photos 
By 

Bill Dosham 

and fires from the h ip . Br istow pit ched Saturday night to 
give Debbie Doom some w ell ·earned rest. 

) 



By MARK COAST 
Staff Writer 

In 1966, the Del E Webb Development Co. and lhe 
Grand Center Merchants sponsored the first Sun City Saints 
softball team 

So it is only fitting that the Saints should win the one 
tournament dedicated to the man who built Sun City and 
gave the Saints their start. 

ln the seven Del E. Webb Memorial Tournaments held, 
the Saints have emerged victorious each time. In 1980, they 
beat the Utah Salt Lakers twice in a row for the title and 
this year whipped the Salt Lakers again, 3-0, for the 
championship. 

Last weekend, eight teams from Arizona, California and 
utah competed in the three-day tournament. Even though 
temperatures edged toward the 110-degree mark throughout 
the weekend, 1,300 fans crowded Sun City Stadium Saturday 
mghl to watch the competition. 

~~~1tYa~r'~tow begins the whirlwtnd motion unique to fast pitch 

The Saints are coached, managed and cajoled by Gerald 
Stapley, the man who led the team to its first national 
championship in 1979 

In the Del Webb tournament, Debbie Doom, the 18-year
old pitching whiz from Tempe, earned All-Tournament 
honors as pitcher. Cindy Bristow (top left) also pitched 
brilliantly Saturday evening for the Saints, striking out 
seven Phoenix Arrows. 

Also excelling in the battle with the Phoenix team were 
Suzie Gaw (left) , the tournament 's Most Valuable Player, 
and Marilyn Rau (bottom ), voted outstanding catcher. Suzie 
had two home runs in that game and Marilyn one-to the 
delight of the team and the fans . 

Saints coach Gerald Stapley barks instructions and encouragement le 
his team during the weekend competition. 



Forced out 
Del E Webb Memorial Tournament Most Valuable Player, 
Suzie Gaw (22),is forced out at second base by the Phoenix 
Arrows' shortstop: Saturday. Miss Gaw went on to lead the 

Sun City Saints to their seventh straight tournament 
championship . Hlghllghts of this year's tournament are 
featured on page BJ . (News Sun photo by BIii Doshaml 

.) 
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:Gail's study of softball reaches 
beyond confines of playing field 
+., By MARK COAST brought Gail all the way from her native American Games along with several other 

Staff Writer Canada to the Arizona desert. Saints. 
,:, Softball has given Gail Davenport, Following her graduation from high That was the opportunity Gail wanted. 
outfielder for the Sun City Saints, an school in 1970, Gail spent the next five She hadn't tried out for the Saints earlier 
tducation. years working in Canada and nearby because, as a catcher, she would always 
1 Not just in terms of an athletic scholar- Michigan. In her spare time, she said, she be playing behind Marilyn. 
ship to the University of Arizona. Several played winter basketball, a holdover from 
Saints have scholarships. high school, where she also played volley-

And not just in terms of learning to ball and competed on the track team. 
play a position totally unfamiliar to her, SINCE SOFTBALL wasn't played at 
from catcher to outfielder. Several Samts • her high school, it was only after some 
have made similar shifts. basketball friends invited her to try the 

HER EDUCATION CAME in the form 
of advanced studies at Arizona, Arizona 
:State University and, next year, the 
bniversity of Iowa. 
it Her research project, in softball, start
ed as a requirement for her master's 
degree at Arizona, Gail said, and hopeful
ly will continue when she pursues her 
doctorate at Iowa. 
·1 Eventually, Gail would like to be 
1hvolvcd in some phase of women's alhlet
lcs, she said, and her ultimate goal is to 
be a college-level women's athletic direc
tor, preferably al a level below that of a 
major university. 
' "WINNING HAS become so paramount 
that they forget about the other good 
things in sports," she said, referring to 
some of the athletic programs at major 
universities. 
t It's understandable why Gail feels so 
strongly about athletics. Sports are what 

sport that she picked up a bat and glove. 
On a Michigan team that qualified for 

the Amateur Softball Association National 
Championships at Tucson, Gail got her 
first taste of Arizona life and her first 
glimpse of the Sun City Saints, all at the 
same time. 

The Saints were well known then as 
perennial contenders for the national 
championship. Along with the Orange 
Lionettes, Orlando Rebels and Raybestos 
Brakettes, Gail said, Sun City was one of 
the premier softball teams in the country 
and a place where people just getting 
started dreamed of playing. 

GAIL WENT ON to receive an athletic 
scholarship to Arizona, where she lettered 
three years in basketball and softball, 
including a year when she made all
conference in both. 

Two years later, she was asked to try 
out for the Saints because catcher Mari
lyn Rau would be going to the Pan-

BUT WHEN THE players from the 
Pan-Am Games came back, she had to 
move lo another spot in the line-up, so she 
went to the outfield. She earned All
America honors as an outfielder that 
year, even though she had never before 
played the position. 

"The first year I played it (outfield) I 
was scared to death," she confessed. She 
remembers saying to herself "please 
don't hit it" whenever someone came to 
bat. 

Even now, after two years in the 
outfield, Gail still prefers the excitement 
behind the plate. "You're in the game on 
every single play," she said, as opposed 
to frequent dry spells in the outfield 

NEVERTHELESS, SHE explained, it 
would be difficult for her to leave the 
Saints for another team. 

"It's a class organization. Once you've 
played for the Saints, I'd find it difficult to 
play for another team." 

The fans, the facilities and the level of 
competition combine to make it "as close 
to professional as you can be,'' Gail said. 
"You've earned respect as a ballplayer 
and as a person." 

) 
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I 
Gail Davenport watches play during the Del 'E Webb Memorial Tournament. Gail 
plans to attend the University of Iowa next year to pursue her doctor ale, hoping to 
use softball as a research project (News Sun Photo) 
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5 a int s come within out 

By MARK COAST 
Staff Writer 

The Sun City Saints 
were one out away from a 
sweep of the Sepulveda 
(Calif_) Raiders Sunday 
But, as the saying goes, 
the game isn't over until 
the last out. 

In Sunday's nightcap, 
the two teams had fought 
a see•saw battle for six 
innings . Saints pitcher 
Cindy Bristow fanned 
three straight Raiders in 
the top of the sixth inning 
and Barb Garcia scored 

the go-ahead run in the 
Saints' half of the Inning. 

It appeared the game 
was over 

THE FIRST two Raid
ers went down in order in 
the seventh, but a single 
and double knotted the 
game at 3-3 and the win
ning run tallied when a 
cutoff throw got by third 
baseman Gail Peters. 

The 4-3 loss gave the 
Saints a regular season 
record of 41-15. Even with 
the loss coach Gerald Sta
pley was beaming after 

watching what he called 
"great" performances 
Saturday and Sunday. 

"We're pulling together 
at just the right time ," he 
said. 

IN Saturday 's first 
game, Lisa Clinchy took 
advantage of a walk, two 
wild pitches and a Karen 
Fellenz single to score the 
Saints initial run, but the 
Raiders followed suit, 
scoring once In the third 
inning. 

Designated hitter Shawn 
Ritchey broke the tie in 

the fourth, scoring on an 
error after she doubled . 
The Saints scored again in 
the sixth when '.\1iss Fel
lenz reached on a fielder's 
choice, stole seco nd and 
scored on Linda Belcher's 
single. 

The 3-1 victory gave 
Debbie Doom her 13th win 
of the season. She allowed 
three hits while striking 
out eight 

IN THE nightcap Satur
day, the Saints allowed 
only one Raider runner 
past first in winning 3-0. 

of series sweep 
Barb scored Urst {or the 

Saints when she singled, 
advanced on Gail Daven
port's sacrHice and scored 
on an errant throw by the 
second baseman 

In the second Shawn 
walked, advanced on Miss 
Clinchy's sacrHice and 
Vicki Smith's ground out 
and scored on Miss Pe
ters' single. 

THE SAINTS lallled 
once more in the fifth 
when Suzie Gaw. hitless in 
five trips to the plate in 
the two games, hit her 

11th .home run over the utility player Teresa 
lert field fence. That gave Clark, who is " no longer 
Shawn win No. 11 AGAINS' on the team because of 

FIVE LOSSES. 
In Sunday's opener, the 

Saints needed only one 
run to back Miss Doom's 
11-strikeout performance. 
They tallied in the third 
on Miss Garcia's single, 
Miss Davenport's sacri
fice and Miss Ritchey 's 
single. The 1-0 win upped 
Debbie's record to 14-2 

The Saints played the 
weekend series without 

personal conduct. " Sta
pley said 

PRECEDING the 
Saints' games Sunday, the 
Senior Softball League 
Travel Team rallied for 
six runs in the seventh 
inning, but fell short of 
overcoming the Sun City 
Post Office team, losing 
22-18 

Al 7:30 p.m. Friday the 
Saints will play the Phoe
nix Apaches In the first 
round of the four-day 
Phoenix Metro League 
tournament in Sun City 
Stadium 

The Saints must finish 
first or second in the six
team tournament to quali 
fy for the regional tourna 
ment July 31- Aug. 3 in 
Prescott 

) 

) 
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Metro tourney opener 
pits Saints, Apaches 

The top two finishers in Saturday night .' three 
By MARK ~OAST the tournament will quah- games Sunday night and 

Staff Writer fy for the regionals. The one or two ga_mes Monday 
The sun City Sa\nts winner there will qualify night, McGomgle said. 

were national champions for the national champion· ADMISSION WILL be 
in 1979 but didn't rega:n ships. $2 for adults and $1 for 
the title in 1980. So, they ll The tournament starts children 12 and younger. 
have to compete in th e at_ 7:30 p. _m . with the All the Phoenix teams 
Phoenix Metro ~ourna- Saints playing the Phoe- in the tournament are 
ment, which begins _Fri- nix Apaches and con!mues from the Copperstate 
day in Sun City Stadmm, at 9 with the Phoenix A~- League which McGonigle 
like everyone else to qual- rows playing the Phoen~x said he'rounded in 1961. 
ify for the regionals Flames. The Phoemx 

John McGonigle, Phoe• Blues and Westerners 
nix Metro commissioner, both drew a first round 
said since the Saints won bye and will play their 
the national championship first games Saturday 
in 1979 they were given a against the winners of 
free ride to nationals in Friday's contests . 
1980, bypassing the re- The tournament will 
gionals. continue with four games 

McGonigle is also the 
founder of the Phoenix 
Blues, this year 's Copper
state champions, and 
coached that team until 
he was appointed to the 
ASA position several 
years ago. 

Copperstate teams block 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer 
Five teams in addition 

to the Sun City Saints will 
be vying for the Phoenix 
ASA Metro Women's Ma
jor Fast Pitch Tourna
ment championship start
Ing at 7:30 p.m. today in 
Sun City Stadium. 

Those teams-the Blues, 
Arrows, Apaches, West
erners and Flames-are 
all from the Phoenix Cop
perstate Softball League. 

Their game of softball is 
somewhat dHferent from 
what Sun City Saints' rans 
are accustomed to seeing 

AT PAPAGO Park, 
home of the league, there 
are no booster organiza
t!ons hawking their wares. 

There is no admission 
charged to games at the 
four-diamond complex. 

There are no people in 
golf carts gathered by the 
stands honking approval 
for good plays, 

INSTEAD OF a stadi· 
um, bleachers are posi
tioned behind the back
stop and even those aren't 
filled with fans. 

There is no voice an
nouncing the number and 
position or each batter. 

The 100 or so spectators 
have their choice or four 
well-lit games to watch, 
all going on simultaneous
ly. 

TUESDAY night, the 
Blues beat the Arrows to 
assure themselves or the 

league championship . 
Also in the league, but not 
playing in the metro tour
nament, are the Bobbettes 
and Chargers . 

The Blues, behind pitch
ing from Arizona State 
University starter Lucy 
Casarez, beat the Arrows , 
5-0, and wound up with a 
26-4 record . That was 
enough to edge the sec
ond-place Bobbettes, who 
finished 25·5 

"It's been a hell of a 
year,' said John McGoni
gle, founder or the Blues 
and the Copperstate 
League and now the Phoe
nix Metro commissioner 

HE WAS referring, in 
part, to the fact that two 
Copperstate teams· the 

Sun Devils and Fen
cers-switched from Cop
perstate to the Phoenix 
City League, thus reduc
ing the number of teams 
in the 20-year-old league. 

He was also referring to 
the first-ever opportunity 
Copperstate teams will 
have to play the Saints in 
the metro tournament. 

The tournament is a 
qualifying round for na
tionals . After placing first 
or second in the metro 
tournament, two teams 
will compete in regionals 
in Prescott July 31-Aug. 3 
The winner there will 
head to the national 
championships in Houston 
Aug. 10-15 

THE SAINTS have won 



Saints' path to title 
the Cactus Regionals ev
ery time they've compet
ed. Each year, the winner 
of the previous year 's re
gion a ls automatically 
qualifies for the tourna• 
ment the following year. 

feel the Saints have just 
glamorized the sport and 
are not that much better 
than any other team. 

MCGONIGLE has re 
ferred to the Saints and 
Copperstate teams as 
··two Cadillacs, only one 
has gas and the other 
doesn't." 

It's that "gas," or mon• 
ey, that the other teams 
resent, and they feel now 
~~c~heir chance to get 

In 1979, however, when 
the Saints won the nation
al title, they qualiCied au
tomatically for the '80 na
tionals, bypassing the 
regional event. Now that 
the Saints are not defend
ing regional or national 
champions anymore, they 
have to start from 
scratch. 

McGonigle said the Cop
perstate teams are "tic
kled" to be playing sun 
City. He said that some of 
th e Copperstate teams 

With last year's region• 
al champion Bobbettes 
go_ing straight to regionals I 
this year, McGopigle said 
he favors the Saints and 
Blues in the metro tourna• 
ment. 
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Saints win error-filled 
By MARK COAST 

Start Writer 
Errors spelled the outcome of Friday's opener of 

the Phoenix Metro Women's Major Fast Pitch 
Tournament, allowing the Sun City Saints four runs 
in the first three innings against the Phoenix 
Apaches 

The two teams combined for eight errors in all 
and the Saints added 10 hits off three Apache 
pitchers to win the contest, 7•1. 

"We just weren't ready to play," coach Gerald 
Stapley said about his team's two miscues, both in 
the first inning. 

"WE'RE lucky It didn't hurt us any worse than it 
did," he admitted. 

The Apaches connected twice against pitcher 
Debbie Doom, In the first and second innings, but she 
didn't give up a single hit the rest of the way and 
struck out 10. 

The other game of the night pitted the Phoenix 

Arrows against the Phoenix Flames, with the Arrows 
winning 8·0 in five innings. 

THE ARROWS balanced their attack, scoring in 
all but the second inning, and forced the game to end 
after taking an eight run advantage in five complet• 
ed innings. 

In the tournament, if any team takes an eight-run 
lead over another team, with five or more completed 
innings, the game is called . 

In the Saints-Apaches battle, Barb Garcia got on 
via the shortstop's wild throw and went all the way 
to third on Gail Davenport's sacrifice. 

Suzie Gaw sent the first pitch offered her over the 
center field rence to score them both, and Marilyn 
Rau looked as though she would repeat the feat, but 
was robbed when the Apaches' centerfielder, Monica 
Galuski, caught It and flipped over the 200-foot fence. 
She was shaken but not hurt on the play. 

THE SAINTS gave up the lone Apaches run in the 
bottom of the first on a single, a wild throw by Suzie 

) 





Saints shell Blues 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer 
There was no question 

about it, the Sun City 
Saints did not want anoth
er extra-innings fight with 
the Phoenix Blues 

In the bottom of the 
flrst inning, Monday 
night, leadoff Saints bat
ter Barb Garcia walloped 
the first pitch offered her 
over the left-centerfield 
fence for her first home 
run of the year. 

Goach Gerald Stapley, 
admitled he was surprised 
the five-fool-four-inch cen
terhelder could hit it over 
''She just got underneath 
a rise ball and it went. 

That really takes the pres
sure off," he said. 

THREE INNINGS later, 
Suzie Gaw repeated the 
feat and blasted a boom
ing shot far past the 200· 
fool marker for her 13th 
home run of the year, 
tying her with Marilyn 
Rau for the team lead. 

The Saint's Una! run 
scored the next inning 
when normally weak•hit• 
ling Linda Belcher 
smacked her second hit of 
the night and stole second 
base. 

Gail Davenport, who 
scored the winning run in 
Sunday's 11-lnning battle, 
hit a blooping single that 

dropped in front of a 
charging centerfielder to 
score Linda from second. 

The apparent difference 
between Monday's 3·0 win 
and Sunday's I·O squeaker 
was the Blues' pitcher, 
Lucy Casarez. 

SUNDAY, THE Saints 
scattered eight hits across 
II innings, against Miss 
Casarez. In Monday's 
game they connected on 
seven pitches in just six 
innings. 
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" It wasn't breaking at 
aH," she explained, refer
ring to her normally ex
plosive pitches . Also, Miss 
Casarez said, " 1 was just 
tired; just plain tired." in title ·game 

She pitched 18 innings on 
Sunday and seven in the 
early game Saturday. 

For th e Saints, Debbie 
Doom pitched all four 
games-32 innings-and 
struck out 53. That feat , 
coupled with an ERA of 
0.00 earned her Most Val
uable Player honors. 

Assistant Tournament 
Director Gene Downing 
said Marilyn's batting av
erage of .500 and excellent 
defensive play made the 
decision for MVP a toss• 
up between the two. '· It 
was decided by a coin 
toss,•· he admitted 

STAPLEY attributed 
the team's success to 

" plain old nitty-gr itty, 
hard-nosed ball." 

He also felt the team 
was "peak ing at the right 
time." 

Six of the nine starters 
had a batting average of 
300 or better for the tour

nament. Included In that 
figure Js Suzie's .385 with 
two home runs, and nor• 
mally light•hitting Vicki 
Smith and Lisa Clinchy 
each with .333 

The Saints' next game 
is Friday at the National 
Sports Festival, in Syra· 
cuse,N.Y 

Following that tourna 

ment. they will tra \•e l to 
the Rocky Mountain-Cac
tus Women's Major Fast 
Pitch Regionals in Pres
cott , July 31•August 3 

The winner of regionals 
will qualify for the nalion• 
al championships. August 
10-15. in Houston 

) 
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Saints to face 
stiff competition 
The nation's top four women's fastpit~h 

softball teams w_Ul be~in a hflveJaiio~~ndS~~~~~ 
tournament Friday m t e a 
Festival at Syracuse, N.Y • . • 

The Sun City Saints, third-place fmi~hers 1~ 

the national tournament a year ago, _w1llt";~;O 
the fourth-place Macomb (Ill.) Magic a : 
p.m. and then battle the national champion 
Raybestos Brakettes at 6. 

On Saturday the Saints will meet the Lo?g 
Beach Renegades, a team t~ey split a series 
with in sun City Stadiu~ earlle_r this year. b 

Sunday the Saints wtll agam play M acorn 
and Monday they will take on the Brake tes 
and Renegades a second time. 

The two teams with the b~st records after 
the round-robin compet1t1on will play at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday for the championship. 
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Porter hopeful softball 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer 
The National Sports 

Festival may answer a 
big question that's being 
asked by people associat• 
ed with amateur softball. 

When is softball going to 
become an Olympic 
sport? 

The answer seems to be 
a definite "soon." 

"WE ARE very optimis
tic and have been for 
some time," said Don 
Porter, executive director 

of the Amateur Softball 
Association. 

He means that for a 
long time the ASA hoped 
softball would be a part of 
the 1984 Olympic Games 
in Los Angeles. 

They wanted it to be an 
"exhibition sport," with 
hopes of eventually in
cluding it among the regu
lar sports, much the same 
way volleyball was adopt
ed at the Tokyo Olympics. 
But the Los A~geles or-

ganizing committee chose 
baseball and tennis In
stead. 

NOW THE ASA is look· 
ing toward the 1988 
Games, not just as an 
exhibition sport this time, 
but as a permanent part 
of the competition. 

Events like the Sports 
Festival, Pan American 
Games, Southeast Asia 
Games and others that 
include softball on their 
list of sports are making 
the International Olympic 

will become Olympic sport 
Committee take a closer 
look at softball, POrter 
said. 

Another reason Porter 
is optimistic for softball's 
eventual inclusion is that 
the IOC ts looking for 
more sports that include 
women as well as men. 

"THEY (IOC) are very 
much intent on having 
more women participate 
in the Olympics." he said 

In the inaugural Sports 
Festival, held in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. in 1978, the 

Sun City Saints beat the 
Raybestos Brakettes to 
win the softball title. The 
Brakettes won th.e 1979 
title and the festi-val 
wasn't held last year be• 
cause of the Olympics. 

Coach Gerald Stapley 
feels the Saints have a 
good chance to win It 
again. 

"We've got the klds that 
we need to win lt," said 
an optimistic Stapley. 

ALONG · WITH the 
Saints and Brakettes, the 

Long Beach Renegades 
and Macomb (Ill.) Magic 
will battle tor the title. 

The Brakettes, however, 
seem to be the toughest 
competition and have the 
manpower advantage 
over the the Saints, who 
beat them l·O in the 1978 
finals 

The team's statistics 
are awesome: 

-SINCE they were 
founded in 1947, they have 
won 1,708 games and lost 
only 266. 

(Arizona time) Tuesday 
for the championshlp. 

-Since 1958 they have 
won 16 ASA national ti
tles, including eight in a 
row (1971-78). 

The 1981 festival began 
with opening ceremonies 

-They have won two Thursday night and will 
World Championships as end Wednesday. 
U.S. representatives. 

THE SAINTS and Brak· 
ettes square off at 2 p.m. 
today (Arizona time) in 
lhe first day of round· 
robin competition. The 
two teams with the best 
records after round-robin 
play will meet at 2 p.m. 

About 2,500 performers 
will participate in 33 
sports on the Syracuse 
University campus and at 
sites throughout Ononda
ga County. The events in· 
elude both summer and 
winter Olympic disci
plines. 
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Saints earn another 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer 
As expected, the Sun 

City Saints had few prob
lems winning the Cactus 
Division of the Rocky 
Mountain Regionals in 
Prescott and qualifying 
for the national tourna
ment. 

What was a surprise 
was how far a team, add· 
ed to the tournament at 
the last minute, advanced. 

The Phoenix Arrows, 
fifth-place finishers in the 
Phoenix Metro Tourna
ment held in Sun City, 
battled the Saints in the 
finals of the winners' 
bracket on Sunday, after 
their Saturday night con
frontation was postponed 

because of rain. The Ar
rows lost the contest, 4-0, 
but finished third in the 
tournament. 

IN SUNDAY'S finals It 
was two of the favorites, 
the defending champion 
Phoenix Bobettes and the 
Saints, going at it for the 
championship. Another fa
vorite, the Phoenix Blues, 
sufrered a first-round loss 
and then fell to the Bob· 
ettes in their second game 
of the loser's bracket 
competition. 

The Bobettes beat the 
Arrows, 3·2, to make it to 
the finals. 

The obvious standout in 
the championship game 
was Saints' center rielder 
Barb Garcia. She went 3· 

Baserunner Marilyn Rau, left, ls welcomed at home 
by Barb Garica after Shawn Ritchey, right, walloped 
a home run Sunday In the Saints wln against the 

for-3 at the plate with one 
walk to lead the Saints to 
a 3-0 win in the title con
test and was 8-for-12 in 
the tournament with sev
en RBI. 

"I'M REALLY hilling 
out of my mind," she said 
referring to her .666 tour
nament batting average. 
"I guess I'm peaking." 

The Saints got runners 
on base in every inning of 
the title game, but the 
Bobettes managed to quell 
the threat each time until 
the fifth. 

Barb started the rally 
with a single down the 
first-base line and was 
sacrificed to second-for 
the third time in the 

game-by Gall Daven 
port. 

SUZIE GAW'S double lo 
left scored Barb and a 
miscue by the outfielder 
allowed Suzie to advance 
to third Marilyn Rau 's 
towering fly ball to r,ght 
was dropped allowing Su
zie to score and Marilyn 
to advance to second 

Marilyn advanced on 
Shawn Ritchey 's ground 
out and scored on Lisa 
Clinchy's triple up the 
middle. 

The Bobettes threatened 
only once when they load
ed the bases in the fifth 
inning with one out. 

CATCHER Peggy Mc
Abee hit a booming shot 

Phoenix Arrows in the regional tournament in 
Prescott. Barb led all Saints hitters in the tourna 
ment with a .666 average. (News-Sun Photo) 
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trip to nationals 
to Miss Davenport in right 
field, but Gail's throw was 
in time to keep the run
ners from advancing. A 
quick rundown between 
Vicki Smith at third base 
and Marilyn at home 
caught the Bobettes· 

ti%~fn~y:~~ off guard for 

The win gave Debbie 
Doom her 24th victory o( 
the season. upped the 
Saint's record to 53-17. 
and assured the team of 
their 16th straight trip to 
natlonals 

Because of the rain· 
caused delay, an all•tour
nament team was not se
lected Immediately, but 
Tournament Director AC. 

Williams said the team 
will be announced soon 

COACH Gerald Stapley 
was happy with the way 
the team performed. espe
cially orrensively 

He said the Saints nor
mally have had trouble 
hitting "junk" or off
speed pitchmg. but appar• 
ently have corrected the 
problem 

"They've adjusted a lit• 
tie bit," Stapley ex· 
plained. "They're watch
ing the ball more." 

The Saints picked up 
their other win in a 19·1 
trouncing o( the Phoenix 
Westerners Saturday with 
Cindy Bristow gaining the 
victory 

The five -inning victory 
came just before the tour
nament was delayed be
cause o( rain 

MISS GARCIA hit her 
second home run of the 
season. an inside-the-park 
round -tripper for three 
RBI. as she went 3-4 at 
the plate The Saints had 
back-to·back eight-run in
nings in the second and 
third. and the game was 
finally called after five 
frames 

1n the battle with the 
Arrows, the Saints scored 
three runs in tht: fourth 
and one in the firth for the 
4-0 margin 

Suzie Gaw started the 
rail)' with a triple lo left 

and Marilyn got on via a 
first baseman's error. 
Then Shawn walloped an 
inside-the-park homer to 
score all three. It was her 
third o( the year 

THE FINAL run tallled 
when Linda Belcher dou
bled up the middle, ad
vanced on Barb's sacrl· 
fice bunt and scored on 
Gail's sacrifice fly deep to 
center. 

Barb, Gail, and Li~a all 
batted 500 or better m the 
tournament and Suzie and 
Shawn each hit over .350. 

The Saints will travel to 
Houston for the national 
tournament August 10-15 
and try to regain the title 
they won In 1979. 



Saints shed more glory 
The Saints, as usual, came 

through. 
Not only did they garner the 

gold in the National Sports Fes
tival last week m Syracuse, 
N. y., they won the Rocky 
Mountain-Cactus Women's Ma
jor Fastpitch Regionals In 
Prescott a few days later. 

The regional championship 
makes them eligible for the 
national women's softball tour
nament which will open in 
Housto~ Aug. 9. The Saints' 
principal aim, of course, will be 
to conquer the Raybestos Brak
ettes, traditionally the team to 
beat in the nationals. 

The Saints' win over the 

Brakettes in the Sports Festival 
was after a rain washout, but ii 
was a good win. The Saints had 
scored 11 runs in the tourney 
and allowed seven scores; the 
Brakettes scored eight runs and 
gave up six, so the Sun City 
team got the gold. 

In a season that many 
thought might be so-so, the 
Saints have once again proven 
their ability. The Sun Cities can 
be proud of these young women 
who, as "adopted" granddaugh
ters of the retirement commun
ities, shed so much glory on 
their sponsors and their fans. 
They deserve solid support 
going into the nationals. 
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Saints douse Hot Peppers 
first round of regionals • 1n 

By MARK COAST onship a little easier for 
Staff Writer the Saints 

PRESCOTT-The Sun OTHER GAMES al 
City Saints apparently Roughrider and Lindley 
had recoverd from jet lag parks saw the Phoenix 
Friday after their Arrows beat the Tucson 
Wednesday flight from Broad Squad, 4-2, in nine 
Syracuse, N Y , where innings and the Phoenix 
they won the women's Westerners edge the 
softball competition in the Phoenix Apaches, 3-0. 
National Sports Festival. The Arrows were a last-

The Saints, bidding for minute addition to the 
another trip to the nation- tournament when the host 
al tournament, made team Prescott Merchants 
shorl work of the Sierra dropped out 
Vista Hot Peppers with a The Westerners played 
7-0 win in the first-round without starting pitcher 
of the Rocky Mountain- Tonja Adreon. Veteran 
Cactus Women's Major Juana Fredrick got the 
Fastpitch Regionals at win. 
Lindley Park in Prescott. Debbie Doom. 22·4, who 

That win, coupled with allowed a harmless triple 
a loss by the Phoenix in the first • was staked to 
Blues to the Tucson Por a 3-0 lead in the Saints 
Soles, made the way to a half of the Inning 
another regional champl• Barb Garcia started the 

rally with a walk and 
advanced to third on Gail 
Davenport's single. Gail 
then stole second base. 
Suzie Gaw walloped a tri· 
pie to the base of the left 
field fence, 260 feet away, 
scoring Barb and Gail. 
Suzie then came home on 
a wild pitch to give the 
Saints a 3-0 lead. The 
Saints added a run in the 
third when Barb singled 
and stole second A high 
throw from the catcher 
allowed her to advance to 
third and she continued 
home, scoring when the 
center fielder threw low to 
the plate 

Suzie then unexpectedly 
bunted her way on and 
moved to second on a 
sacrifice by Marilyn Rau 

Shawn Ritchey's triple 
to deep left scored Suzie 

and she came home on 
Lisa Clinchy's base hit up 
the middle which put the 
Saints on top 6-0. 

The final run scored In 
the fifth when Gail Daven
port singled for the second 
time, stole second and 
came home on a ground 
out by Marilyn. 

Debbie gave up two hits 
and two walks while strik· 
Ing out 11 hitters 

The Saints played the 
winner of the Westerners• 
Las Cruces CN.M) 
Flames at 1 pm. today. If 
they the win that game 
they play at 8: 30 tonight 
A win there would put the 
Saints in the champion• 
ship game at 7:30 Sunday 

All winners' bracket 
games will be played at 
Lindley Park 

_J 



S~_t __ s ____________ w_.d_"_·_•d_•_v_,_J_u_,v_2_9_, _19_a_1 _N_E_w_s_-s_u_N _______ _ 

Saints stake claim to gold; 
weatherman gets big assist 

By MARK COAST 
Staff Writer 

The rain had threatened 
throughout the tourna• 
ment 

Tuesday it did a lot 
more than that. After 41·'.! 
Innings, the championship 
game of the women's soft
ball competition was 
" washed out " at the Na
tional Sports Festival in 
Syracuse, N .Y. 

"WE TRIED to get 
them to not even start the 
game, " coach Gerald Sta
pley said. "The mud was 
over the top of their 
shoes." 

Stapley had complained 
about the poor conditions 
of the playing field even 
before the rainout. He 
said there were rocks 
"the size of dollar bills" 
on the infield. 

"Neither pitcher could 
throw the ball " because of 
the wet field , Stapley said. 

Neverthele s s , Brak 
ettes ' pitcher Kathy Ar
endsen had managed to 
strike out 12 Saints and 
allowed only two hits, 
both in the first inning . 

The Saints had threat
ened in the first when 
Barb Garcia and Gail 
Davenport hit back-to
back singles to load the 
bases . But two quick 
strikeouts by Miss Arend
sen ended the threat. 

The Saints had scored 
11 runs in the tournament 
while allowing seven to 
score . The Brakettes tal
lied eight runs and gave 
up six. That difference 
gave the Saints their sec
ond National Sports F esti
val title . They won their 
first in 1978. 

ettes had to travel to 
Wofld Games I in Santa 
Clara, Calif. 

STAPLEY was encour
aged after his first look at 
the Brakettes this season. 

"They are weak on their 
hitting, " he said, adding 
that Miss Arendsen , the 
pitcher, makes it very dif
ficult for other teams to 
score. 

"It 's a shame to play 
this type of ball on such a 
poor field." 

But thanks to Interna
tional Softball Federation 
rules, the Sun City Saints 
were awarded the cham
pionship over the Raybes
tos Brakettes based on a 
runs scored-runs allowed 
formula . 

TOURNAMENT offi
cials finally called the 
game as the Saints were 
coming to bat in the bot
tom of the fifth inning. 

DEBBIE Doom allowed 
one hit in the first inning 
and struck out two Brak
ettes . 

Tournament official s 
said there was no way to 
postpone the game be
cause the teams involved 
had other commitments . 
The Saints had to prepare 
for the Cactus-Rocky 
Mountain Regionals Fri
day, Saturday and Sunday 
in Prescott, and the Brak-

He said he will be work
ing on a way to score 
against the Brakettes in 
preparation for nationals 
August 10-15 

But first the Saints have 
to win the Prescott region
al. 

Few surprises await Saints 
By MARK COAST 

Starr Writer 
There won't be many 

surprises for the Sun City 
Saints in this year's re
gional tournament. In fact 
it could almost be a car
bon copy of the Phoenix 
Metro tournament. 

Since he began prepar
ing brackets for the 
Rocky Mountain Cactus 
Women's Major Fast 
Pitch Reglonal Tourna
ment in Prescott, A.C . 
Williams, Arizona Ama
teur Softball Association 
commissioner, has had to 
make adjustments. 

Immediately following 
the Phoenix Metro Tour
nament in Sun City a few 

weeks ago, New Mexico 
No. 2 team dropped out of 
regionals, so Williams 
added the Phoenix Apach
es, who finished fourth in 
the six-tea·m metro tour
nament. 

JULY 24, while the 
Saints were at the Nation
al Sports Festival, the 
Prescott Merchants, host 
team, dropped out of the 
tournament, leaving an
other open slot. 

Williams added the 
fifth-place team from the 
metro tournament, the 
Phoenix Arrows. That ad
dition means that only one 
team from the metro tour
nament, the Phoenix 

Flames, won't be compet
ing in regionals. 

The additions shouldn't 
affect the Saints' chances 
in the tournament, but 
some non-Phoenix teams, 
like the Las Crusas 
Flames-two-time class A 
regional champions from 
New Mexico-may bring a 
few surprises, said John 
McGonigle, ASA Phoenix 
Metro commissioner. 

"UNLESS something 
really fluky happens up 
there it should be between 
the Saints, Blues and Bob• 
bettes," he said, adding 
that since teams are al
lowed to "pick up" play
ers from other ASA 

squads for regionals, the 
Flames may bring some 
surprises. 

Williams said the 
Flames had wanted to 
compete in class A region
als-a division lower than 
major- but a new ASA 
rule states that a two-time 
regional winner must 
move up to the next high
er class to continue com
peting in regionals . 

The addition of the fifth· 
placed Phoenix Arrows 
also posed some problems 
for several of the other 
Phoenix teams in the tour· 
nament , McGonlgle said . 
The Phoenix Westerners 



in regional tournament 
had wanted to use the 
Arrows' top pitcher In re
gionals and another team 
also wanted to use some 
of the Arrows' infielders. 

THE PRESCOTT Parks 
and Recreation office said 
teams are allowed to add 
players to their roster up 
until the first game of the 
tournament if the players 
have not played for anoth
er team in an ASA quali
fying tournament. 

The Phoenix Blues were 
the second-place team in 
the metro tournament and 
the Phoenix Bobbettes are 
defending regional cham• 
plons. 
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The third-place metro 
squad, the Westerners, 
will also compete in re
gionals, along with the 
Tucson Broad Squad, Tuc
son Por Soles and Sierra 
Vista Hot Peppers. 

WILLIAMS said 
"there's no doubt" that 
the Saints are tournament 
favorites. 

"Last year for the first 
time in 25 years ... a team 
other than the Saints or 
(Phoenix) Ramblers went 
to nationals from Ariz
ona." 

He said that before the 
Saints began dominating 
the regionals when they 

were founded in 1966, the 
Ramblers-a team from 
Phoenix that preceded the 
Saints- were perennial 
regional champions. Since 
the Saints were defending 
national champions last 
year they received a bye 
and didn't have to com
pete in regionals. 

"THAT'S A lot of the 
reason so many teams are 
dropping down" from ma
jor division to class A, he 
explained . 

Nevada isn't sending 
any teams to regionals 
because they all have ei
ther dropped down to 
class A or are playing 
slow pitch and the Flames 
are the only major divi 
sion team lert in New 
Mexico. 

The tournament begins 
tonight in Prescott at Lin-

dley and Roughrider 
parks . 

AT 7 P.M. the Western
ers and Apaches will bat
tle on the Lindley field 
and the Arrows and Broad 
Squad will meet at Rough
rider Park. 

At 8:30 the Saints and 
Hot Peppers will meet at 
Lindley and the Blues and 
Por Soles will fight it out 
at Roughrider. 

The Flames and Bob
belles will each meet win
ners from Friday"s games 
at 10 a .m. Saturday on 
Lindley and Roughrider 
fields. 

Heavy rains pelted 
Prescott on Wednesday, 
soaking the fields. But a 
parks department spokes
man said they should be 
ready for the tournamenl 
today. 
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Suzie's bat keeps Saints in hunt 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer 
Relying heavily on the 

power of Suzie Gaw·s bat, 
the Sun City Saints have 
managed to stay at the 
top of the pack In the 
National Sports Festival. 

They dropped a 4-3 
game to the Long Beach 
(Calif.) Renegades on Sat
urday and came back to 
wallop the Macomb (Ill.) 
Magic on Sunday, 5-1. 

In Sunday's battle, the 
Saints scored all five 
runs- the most runs by 
any team in the tourna
ment-in the top or the 
fifth 

LINDA Belcher started 
it off with a single to right 
and advanced on Gail 
Davenport'_s sacrifice. The 
extra base was unnece
sary as Suzie smacked a 
tournament-leading third 
home run over the left 
field fence for the first 
two Saints' runs. 

Marilyn Rau then 
scored thanks to two er
rors, a stolen base and a 
passed ball. 

Shawn Ritchey followed 
with a walk and stole 
second base. Lisa Clinchy 
then walked and Vicki 
Smith drove in Shawn 
with a single to left. 

LISA CAME home on a 
miscue by the third base
man. 

It was Debbie Doom's 
second win of the tourna
ment in a less-than-spar
kUng performance as she 
struck out just one batter 
and gave up three hits. 

Two of those hits came 
in the bottom of the sev
enth when Macomb's Ka
thy Steele singled and 
made it to third on two 
infield outs and scored on 
a single by Marcia Grzan
ich. 

THE SAINTS' only loss 
so far came at the hands 
of the Renegades, who 

played without their No. 1 
hurler, Tippy Borrego, 
who suffered a hamstring 
pull in the first game. 

Suzie's second homer of 
the tournament gave the 
Saints a 2-0 advantage af
ter a half inning, but the 
Renegades wiped that out 
when they scored three 
times on a triple off Deb
bie. 

The Renegades and 
Saints each scored again, 
but the Saints ended up on 
the short end, 4-3, their 
only loss so far. 

THE SAINTS baltled 
the Raybestos (Conn.) 
Brakettes today at 10:30 
a.m. (Arizona time). 

Brakettes' pitching sensa
tion Kathy Arendsen was 
scheduled to start. The 
Saints and Renegades will 
meet for a second time at 
3 p.m. 

The Renegades and 
Saints each have 3·1 
records thus far in the 
tournament. The two 
teams with the best 
records after round-robin 
competition will meet in a 
championship game at 3 
p.m. (Arizona time) Tues
day). 

The defending national 
champion Brakettes are 2· 
2 so far in the tournament 
and Macomb Is 0-4. 
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Saints edge Renegades, 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer 
There's no doubt about 

It now . 'fhe Sun City 
Saints have assured them
selves a spot In tonight's 
finals of the National 
Sports Festival softball 
tournament. 

They did it the hard 
way, however, losing to 
the Raybestos (Co nn .) 
Brakettes , 2·0, Monday 

ship at 3 p.m. (Arizona 
timel. 

before rebounding later in 
the day to beat the Long 
Beach (Calif.) Renegades, 
1-0 

Those games put the 
Saints' tournament record 
at 4·2, and depending on 
how the Brakettes fare 
against the Macomb (111.) 
Magic today, either the 
Brakettes or the Rene
gades will battle the 
Saints for the champion-

The Renegades-Saints 
battle went seven score
less innings before Suzie 
Gaw started the fire
works. 

The only other hit for 
the Saints came in the 
first inning when Barb 
Garcia singled. 

Debbie Doom, 21·4, 
fa nned six Long Beach 
batters, gave up three hits 
and walked one. 
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SHE SINGLED to right
center and advanced on 
Marilyn Rau's ground out. 
Lisa Clinchy then scored 
Suzie from second with a 
sharp single to center 

IN THEIR earlier loss 
to the Brakettes, the 
Saints yielded a run In the 
first inning via three base 
hits and Raybestos addeo 

earn championship berth 
another despite a hitless 
third. 

Kathy Arendsen fanned 
12 Saints and walked only 
one in that battle. 

The Brakettes, 3·2 in 
tournament play, must 
win their game today 
against the Macomb Mag• 
ic to assure themselves a 
spot in the finals against 
the Saints. If they lose 

they and the Renegades 
will have identical records 
and a formula computing 
total runs allowed against 
total runs scored will de
termine who plays the 
Saints. 

COACH Gerald Stapley, 
however, is expecting the 
Brakettes to beat Macomb 
and is "debating whether 
to throw Cindy (Bristow) 
again." 

She beat the Brakettes 
in a IO-inning contest Fri· 
day and has beaten them 
on several previous occa• 
sions. 

The fact that the bottom 
of the Saints lineup is now 
starting to hit pleases Sta
pley the most. 

"WE'RE RIGHT where "It gives you a lot of 
I figured we'd be. On the confidence when they can 
right day we can beat hit after you get past the 
anybody," Stapley said. first four (in the lineup)." 

Rain delays tourney; 
Saints stand unbeaten 
Rain washed out most 

of the afternoon and all 
of Saturday evening's 
games in the Rocky 
Mountain Women's Ma
jor Fast Pitch Touma• 
ment and a revised 
schedule has games 
picking up today at 9 
a.m. at both Ken Lindley 
and Roughrider Parks. 

At the time the 
downpour hit Prescott, 
the Phoenix Arrows and 
tbe Tucson Por Soles 
were deadlocked at 1-1 in 
flflh inning winner's 
bracket action. That 
game will be resumed at 
t a.m. today at Ken 
Lindley Field where it 
left oll. 

In -. the PboenixBobelleoand 
the Phoenix Blum wwe 
lied at 5-5 in the lealb 

..... In • -·· ---,... today at I a.m. 

at Roughrider Park. 
The Sun City Saints, 

favored to win the re
gional crown after a gold 
medal performance at 
the National Sports 
Festival in Syracuse, 
N.Y., are unbeaten in 
two attempts and face 
the winner of the Ar
rows-Por Soles game at 
~~· at Ken Lindley 

The winner of that 
contest moves 
automatically into the 
championship game 
scheduled Sunday 
even.mg at 1 p.m. at 
Lindley, An 1:30 p.m. 
game la-if 
needed in the double 
~--...... •• 1. 

In ........ bncilet play 
today, the 'l'ucson Broad 
Squad - the Lu C.-.,._moetlna 
battle for -II at 
t:31 a.m. at Lindley. 

The Saints, 197'9 na
tional champions, 
opened the tournament 
by riding the two-hit 
pitching or Debbie Doom 
to a 7•0 victory against 
the Sierra Vista Hot 
Peppers. Doom fanned 
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11 and walked just two 
batters without throwing 
a single wild pitch. 

Suzie Gaw provided 
tbe Saints all the runs 
they would need with a 
two-run triple in the first 
to score Barb Garcia and 

Gail Davenport Shawn 
Ritchey tripled to d_rive 
Gaw home m Sun City's 
three-run third 

Llsa Clinchy, a former 
Mesa Community Col• 
lege player now holding 
down first base at Artzo. 
na State University, 

singled to send Ritchey 
home. Gaw and Daven• 
port were each 2-for-3 
with two runs scored in 
the game. , 

Gayle Kirby tripled m 
the JOSi, but was picked 
off third base for the 
finaJ out or the Sierra 



•SAINTS 
V1!a :es~:~':J· game, 
Cindy Bristow recorded 
a two-hit 19-1 win and 
was backed up by a po
tent 16-hit attack against 
two Phoenix Westerner 
pitchers. 

The Saints iced the 
victory with eight runs 
on five hits in the second 
when Davenport and 
Karin Fellenz each col
lected two rbi. 

Clinchy finished the 
game with three hits in 
four trips while Vicky 
Smith was 3-for-3, 
Garcia was 3-for-4 and 
Fellenz was 2-for-2. 

Juana Fredrick, the 
starter, absorbed the 
loss after going one-plus 
innings but she returned 
to the game again in the 
third to relieve Tina 
Volero. 

The Westerners 
opened the tournament 
with a 3.0 success 
against the Phoenix 
Apaches. Losing pitcher 
Darlene Spiva allowed 
two hits while Fredrick 
was touched three limes 
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in the win. 
A three-run sixth inn

ing, aided by three 
Apache errors, provided 
the win. 

To meet the Saints, the 
Westerners stopped the 
Las Cruces Flames 2-1 
as Frederick picked up 
her second victory and 
Jo Kord took the loss. 

Back-to-back run 
producing singles by 
Tina Volero and Sue 
Maida in the third inning 
gave the Westerners the 
victory. 

The Phoenix Arrows 
needed nine innings 
Friday night to stop the 
Tucson Broad Squad, 
4-2. Dawn Knappen• 
berger walked with one 
out in the top or the ninth 
and scored on an Irene 
Gray double. Gray came 
home on Tammy 
McKinney's base hit to 
give Kim Bickford the 
five-hit win. 

Denise Gorman was 
the loser. 

Saturday, Bickford 

picked up her second 
win , a 3-1 decision 
against the Phoenix 
Bobettes, as Irene Gray 
singled and the Bobettes 
committed two costly 
errors in the Cifth inning 
to provide the Apaches 
two runs. 

Dennise Wilson held 
the Phoenix Blues to just 
one hit Friday and 
struck out seven in the 
Por Soles' 2-0 win 

~f !!~s!nd t:ci J'!~~~~ 
who struck out 13 and 
scattered three hits in 
the loss 

Vicky Anzoloua and 
Wilson smacked run
producing singles in 
Tucson's two-run third 
inning for the win. 

TOURNAMENT 
SCORES 

Westerners 3, Apaches 0 

~!~~1!:t~:~o':1~~!! z 
Arrows 3 , Bobettes I 
Por Soles 2, Blues 0 
Westerners2, Flamest 
Sainta 19, Westerners I 

Loffr' t Bratket 
Broad Squad 6, Hot Peppers 2 
Blues 4. Apaches o 

DOUBLED - Karin Fellenz of the Sun City Sainls slides safely into second 
base with a double yesterday while Phoenix Westerners' shortstop Debbie 
Cretghton gets the ball too late. Fellenz drove in two runs with the double as 
the Saints claimed a 19-1 victory to remain unbeaten. (Courier photo) 

J 
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Saints earn another 
By MARK COAST 

Staff Writer 
As expected, the Sun 

City Saints had few prob
lems winning the Cactus 
Division of the Rocky 
Mountain Regionals in 
Prescott and qualifying 
for the national tourna
ment. 

What was a surpri se 
was how far a team, add· 
ed to the tournament at 
the last minute, advanced. 

The Phoenix Arrows, 
fifth-place finishers in the 
Phoenix Metro Tourna• 
ment held in Sun City, 
battled the Saints In the 
finals of the winners' 
bracket on Sunday, after 
their Saturday night con
frontation was postponed 

because of rain. The Ar
rows lost the contest, 4-0, 
but finished third in the 
tournament 

IN SUNDAY'S finals it 
was two of the favorites, 
the defending champion 
Phoenix Bobettes and the 
Saints, going at it for the 
championship. Another fa
vorite, the Phoenix Blues, 
suffered a first-round loss 
and then fell to the Bob
ettes in their second game 
of the loser's bracket 
competition. 

The Bobettes beat the 
Arrows, 3-2, to make it to 
the finals. 

The obvious standout in 
the championship game 
was Saints' center fielder 
Barb Garcia. She went 3-

Baserunner Marilyn Rau, left, Is w-elcomed at home 
by Barb Garica after Shawn Ritchey, right , walloped 
a home run Sunday In the Saints win against the 

lor-3 at the plate with one 
walk to lead the Saints to 
a 3-0 win in the title con
test and was 8-for-12 in 
the tournament with sev
en RBI. 

"I'M REALLY hitting 
out of my mind," she said 
referring to her .666 tour
nament batting average. 
"I guess I'm peaking." 

The Saints got runners 
on base in every inning of 
the title game, but the 
Bobettes managed to quell 
the threat each time until 
the fifth. 

Barb started the rally 
with a single down the 
first-base line and was 
sacrificed to second-for 
the third time in the 

game-by Gail Daven
port. 

SUZIE GAW'S double to 
left scored Barb and a 
miscue by the outfielder 
allowed Suzie to advance 
to third. Marilyn Rau 's 
towering fly ball to right 
was dropped allowing Su
zie to score and Marilyn 
to advance to second, 

Marilyn advanced on 
Shawn Ritchey 's ground 
out and scored on Lisa 
Clinchy 's triple up the 
middle . 

The Bobettes threatened 
only once when they load
ed the bases in the fifth 
inning with one out 

CATCHER Peggy Mc
Abee hit a booming shot 

Phoenix Arrows in the regional tournament in 
Prescott. Barb led all Saints hitters In the tourna• 
ment with a .666 average (News Sun Photo) 
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Stapley declares Saints 
By MARK COAST 

Stafr Writer 
1979 champion Raybestos 

Brakeltes or Stratford, 
Conn .. pla)dng teams ye t 
to be determined 

Earli er this season 
manager Gerald Stapley 
may ha\'e questioned his 
team's chances in the na
tional tournament. The 
Sun City Saints were. to 
him. less than ready 

"l just think we're 
peaking at the right time 
We 've played pretty good 
ball e\'er since the Del 
Webb tournament. " he ex• 
plained 

THE TEAM w!ll leave 
Saturday morning for 
Houston , practice Satur
day afternoon and then 
wait for the drav..ing Sun• 
day morning to see who 
they play first. 

The finals are scheduled 
for Saturday August 15 
and Stapley feels his team 
has what it takes to get 

Complimenting the de
fense, he said, is the im
pro\'ed hilting of the bot
tom half of the line-up 
Players like Karen Fel
lenz, Vicki Smith, Linda 
Belcher and Lisa Clinchy, 
who haven 't gotten many 
hits throughout the sea
son. are hitting more of
ten now and providmg the 
difference in close games. 
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there. 

But followmg champion
ships in the Del E. \\' ebb 
~lemorial Tournament. 
Phoenix :\Ietro Tou rna
ment. l'\aUonal Sports 
Festi\·al and the Cactus 
Division of the Rocky 
Mountain Regional Tour
nament last weekend at 
Prescott. Stapley has be
come excited about the 
Sun City Saints' chances 
to regain the national 
championship they won m 

"It really doesn't mat
ter who we play tirst. " 
Stapley said. "We'll have 
to play them all sooner or 
later anyhow " 

The strongest qualities 
Stapley feels the Samts 
possess are their ability to 
score and their defense, 
making them ''a well
rounded team " 

"ALSO THERE'S no 
substitute for that hustle 
on the base paths like we 
had last weekend ( at 
Prescott)," he added. 

The tournament starts 
Sunday with the host 
Houston ~atural Lite 
Comets and defending 

"WE DON'T give up 
many runs," he ex
plained . "Jf we get one 
run they've got to get two 
to beat us. We're good at 
holding the other teams 
do\o,'n." 

Three other teams, said 
Ernie Feille, a tourna 
ment director, all have a 
good chance of winning 
the nationals 

-The Brakettes, 16-

ready for Houston 
time national champions 
and two-time world cham
pions. 

-THE LONG Beach 
Renegades, second in last 
year's nationals after win
ning the first game of the 
finals against the Brak• 
ettes behind the pitching 
of Cindy Bristow, now 
with the Saints. 

-The Orlando Rebels. a 
team that, like the Saints, 
has qualified for the na
tional tournament and 
battled for the title year 
after year 

Stapley couldn't pick a 
favorite among the top 
contenders because he 
feels that each of the 
teams could beat the oth
er under the right circum-

stances. He pointed out 
that in the Sports Festival 
the Saints, Brakettes and 
Renegades each beat, and 
were beaten by, the other. 

"IT'S GOING to be 
whoever can make the 
other team make the er
rors," he said. 

The Saints' strategy 
against the Brakettes will 
be to make them handle 
the ball , which is easier 
said than done against 
Kathy Arendsen, the 
Brakettes outstanding 
pitcher 

The other teams at na
tionals will be the Lansing 
(Mich.> Lassies. Allen
town (Pa. J Pats. Coors or 
Missouri, Stockmans-Star
mark CS ioux Falls. S.D .l, 

California Blazers, West
field (l\Iaine l Whips, Buf
falo IN .Y I Sun birds. Top
ton (Pa ) \'IPs and 
Eastridge !Tenn .) Spirits 

ALSO THE River Gam
blers 11\lcmphis. Tenn. I, 
Greater Milwaukee Ban• 
kettes, l\Iacomb flll.i 
1\1 agic, Shimers I Bloom
ington, Minn. I. Langhkcst 
Collins O.larion, Iowa, . 
Bay Area Bandits I Palo 
Alto, CaliLJ, Yakima 
(Wash. l Steelers, l'tah 
Salt Lakers and l'nited 
Eagles <Conroe, Texas). 

All games will be 
played at Houston ;\lemo
rial Park 

Last year the Saints 
dropped their first game 
to the unkuown Palo Alto 

Bandits. but Stapley 
doesn't forsee that hap
pening again 

LAST YEAR, Stapley 
said, the team's mental 
outlook was different 

Players went home the 
week before nationals be
cause school started for 
most players right arter 
the tournament, he ex
plained. so when they ar
rived in Lansing, Mich., 
at different limes from 
different places. they wer• 
en't prepared to compete 

'The mental attitude 
has improved, " Stapley 
said. "This year we·re all 
going up there as a team 

.. I just feel we'll be 
ready to play ball." 

Marilyn: Opener provides test 
By STEVE HAWLEY 

Sports Editor 
Competing in national 

softball tournaments has 
become a routine for All· 
American catcher Mari• 
lyn Rau over the last sev
eral years. • 

When the ASA Women's 
Major Fastpitch Sortball 
!'1 ational Tournament be
gins Sunday in Houston, it 
wm mark Marilyn's 16th 
appearance in the post
season event 

But that doesn't mean 
she's al a loss for words 
when the subject comes 
up lor discussion again. 

"IT'S KIND ol llke lhe 
World Serles wlth the fes
tivities and everythlng," 
said the Sun City Sainla 
veteran. "It seems like 
eva,ryone'1 nervous. 
Tbat'a the main thin&, you 
bave to 1et ner the case 
ol the nerv• It's lmpor-

tant to win the first 
game." 

Marilyn, the tourna
ment's Most Valuable 
Player when the Saints 
won their first national 
championship in 1979. only 
has to look back to last 
season in Lansing, Mich ,, 
to prove her point 

The Saints lost their 
tournament opener to the 
unheralded Palo Alto 
,Cali(.) Bandits. They 
fought back through the 
losers' bracket with six 
straight wins, but had to 
setue tor third place when 
they were defeated In the 
seml-flnais by the Long 
Beach <Calif.) Renegades. 
The Rene1adea eventually 
finished second to the 
Stratford I Conn.) Raybes
tos Brakettes, who 
notched their 11th national 
champJ0Dlblp. 

THAT BARLY touru, 

ment loss will be on ev• the Year Award in 1980 
eryone's mind, Marilyn ' 'I'm sure they're going 
reels, when they take the to throw her the whole 
field either Sunday or time," Marilyn said. "She 
Monday for their opening threw all six games last 
game year When you·re in the 

"You have to win that national tournament you 
first game," she repeated ha\·e to go with your 
"Once you get by that one best. " 
you can settle down ." The Saints dE.'feated the 

But settling down won't Brakettes. 1-0. last month 
necessarily make things on their way to the '.IJa
easier. Somewhere along lion al Sports Festival ·s 
the line the Saints will gold medal . .Miss Arend
have to face the power· sen pitched the champion
house Brakettes and their ship game and struck out 
pitching sensation, right- 12 Saints before the con· 
hander Kathy Arendsen test was canceled after 

LAST SEASON Miss Ar- 412 innings due to wet 
endsen was 34-3 with a playing condiditons. 
0.07 ERA. She averaged MARILYN said the 
better than two strikeouts Brakettes, on the basis of 
an Inning, hurled 14 no• last year's championship. 
hitters, 11 perfect games have to be considered 
and blanked the opponent tourney faverlle. And the 
29 times. Her perform• key to beallnA: them, she 
ance earned her the ASA 's 
Female Sortball Athlete of I 

believes, lies in hitting, 
especially with Miss Ar
endsen on the mound. 

''We have a good de
fense so that shouldn't be 
the problem," Marilyn 
said. "I think the answer 
is going to be hitting. 
We've been hitting good 
but we haven't been get• 
ting the key hits. You 
need that timely hit." 

Marilyn, who Is hittlDI 
better than .400, fell Into a 
slump during the Prescott 
regional last weekend. 
But if past performances 
in the national tourna
ment are any Indication, 
that slump will vanish 
when competition Jn HoUI· 
ton gets under way. 

Last year she hit .520 1n 
the national tournamut 
with one homer and atdl 
RBI. 



Saints begin tournament 
Monday, August 10, 1981 

By BURT FREIREICH 
HOUSTON -Host Houston opened the 1981 wom

en's national sortball tournament Sunday with a 4-1 
win over the Bloomington !Minn.) Sh1mers to gain a 
shot at the Sun City Saints tonight. The game is 
scheduled for 6:30 p.m Sun City time. 

The tourney's inaugural session was auspicious, 
including a thrilling, scoreless duel which went 12 
innings and Kathy Arendsen's perfect game as the 
Raybestos Brakettes of Stratford, Conn., opened 
their title defense 

Kathy struck out 14 and didn't allow a ball Jut of 
the infield ln 1 '} n rtefeat of Chilicothe, Mo. Stratford 

nicked Texas A&M ace Lori Stoll for three sharp 
singles and a run in the first. A hit batter In the 
sixth, sacrifice, and a single t_hat gave Sue Enqulst 
her second RBI ended the scorm~. 

THE ORLANDO REBELS settled the overtime 
contest with a five-run outburst in the 12th to drop 
the Yakima Stealers into the losers' bracket, 5-0, 

. ~ouston's Comets fell behind 1-0 in the first 
mnmg ~s Sandy Mayon gave up a single, sacrifice 
and a single but came back for a pair in the second 
on a walk, two singles that produced one run and 
two more walks for a cheap tally. Three walks in the 

play today against Comets 
sixth and Sylvia Ortiz's two-out, two-run double iced 
the win. 

man Karen Guerrero ( .330). 

The Comets probably will send Angie Swanagen 
(0.30) or Barbara Masterson, another right-hander, 
to the hill tonight against the Saints' Debbie Doom, 
'."'ho as a rookie won the most valuable player award 
m last year's nationals. Debbie's catcher, Marilyn 
Rau, won 1979's MVP and last year's outstanding 
hitter trophy. 

Chilicothe failed to send a representative to the 
bracket drawings but probably won't make that 
m ~stake. again. A tournament official drew for th,c 

~~
1::ii~~~1na~de tf~:it ;:uu~: up facing the defending 

HOUSTON CAME INTO the tourney with a 30-18 
record, led offensively by catcher Rhonda Reese 
(.410), shortstop Pat Adams ( .360) and third base 

If the Saints win tonight, they won't see action 
until Wednesday evening. If they lose, they will play 
next at 2 p.m (Sun City time) Tuesday. 

A spokesman for KWAO-Fl\I today said it will 
broadcast the championship game if the Saints 
advance that far. 

Saints squeak past Comets 
By BURT FREIREICH single to center in the 
HQt,;STON-Sun City's sixth to give Debbie Doorn 

Saints get a day to relax an insurance run for her 
from their national soft- shutout. 
ball championship cam- But the shutout quickly 
paign. and they _can use it became a memory as the 
after surnvrng last Houston Comets blasted 
night_'s te_nsion-packed four sharp singles to open 
opening win over host the sixth's bottom half. It 
Houston, 2-1 took Barb Garcia's rifle 

It looked like the Saints throw from center field, 
were headed for a "piece cutting down the tyl!'lg run 
of cake" when d_esignated at the plate, to preserve 
hitter Shawn Ritchey ri- the lead'. 
lied a two-out run-scoring HOUSTON threatened 

MARILYN RAU . 

initially :n the second, 
when Judy Glazener and 
Diane Kosub posted back
to-back singles with one 
out. But Debbie got out of 
that with a strikeout and 
an Infield popup. A hit 
batsman and infield error 
gave the Comets another 
chance in the fourth, but 
nothing came of it. 

Karen Guerrero, howev
er. opened the sixth with a 
single to center, and 
Rhonda Reese ripped an• 
other to left. Gall Daven
port dove for Miss Glaze
ner's sinking liner to right 
and falled to make the 
catch but somehow kept it 
from getting past her as 
Houston loaded the bases. 

Mlss Kosub then ripped 

a single over second base 
to drive in one run, hut 
Miss Garcia charged it 
and her on-the-money 
throw to a11-American 
catcher Marilyn Rau 
nailed the sliding Miss 
Reese at home. The run• 
ners advanced to second 
and third on the play, but 
Miss Doom wiffed the 
next two to escape further 
damage. 

MISS RAU, who won the 
1980 national tourney's 
batting trophy, led Sun 
City offensively again. In 
three trips she bounced 
two shots over the right 
field fence to key both 
Saint scoring efforts 

Her first came as she 
led off the second inning. 
When pitcher Sandy May
on picked up Miss Rltch
ey's bunt and threw into 
right field, Marilyn raced 
home 

Marilyn doubled again 
in the sixth with two out, 
and pinch runner Marla 
Stapley scooted in on 
Shawn's single up the 
middle. 

MISS DAVENPORT sin
gled in the first and Linda 
Belcher singled in the 
fifth, but the only other 

Sun City scoring threat 
came in the seventh on an 
infield error and l\'liss 
Garcia's double to left 
That hit might have 
scored a run, but it 
bounced over the fence for 
a ground-rule two-bagger. 
Miss Davenport's long lin
er to center ended the 
inning. 

Westfield became the 
first eliminated team, los
ing 10-0 to Allentown. 

The Saints, in the lower 
bracket, seem headed to
ward a Friday showdown 
with the upper bracket's 
Stratford. Following 
Wednesday's Sun City 
game, the champs will 
take on Orlando. 

Coach Gerald Stapley's 
crew will take on Lan- Saints 2, Comets 1 
ghurst-Collins of Marion. SUN cnr 
Iowa, Wednesday at 6 Garc11, ti 

fc~ed~fen h~i11%s.ti~~n~a~~: ~==~ysori, rl 

~~:: 1;~:_rted about two ~'.iJ!~!f t: 
The Iowans ~1onday ~~l~n/~b 

posted a 4-0 Win over s Bristow. 1b 

~~~\5un~aa1!•sL~i~C:t~a:.h4~ gv;;:L~ 
O, over the Buffalo Sun
birds. 

THE CHAMPION Strat
ford lConn.l Brakettes 
blasted Macomb. Ill., 6-1, 
while East Ridge, Tenn., 
edged Sioux Falls. S.D., 4· 
3; California's Bay Area 
Bandits downed Topton, 
Pa., 4·1; Orlando, Fla., 

HOUSTON 
Orli1.tf 
01tes ?b 
Guerrero. rf 
RHSl,C 
Gluene,, dh 
kosub.lb 
Ad1m5. H 
G1ubal1. II 
Romero. ph 
McMinn.lb 
M1y011.p 

TOTALS 
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0100010-i 
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Conroe, Texas, 1-0; and e Fe1len1, M1,011, Aduu 2 2b-R1u J, 

Memphis nipped Allen• g:;~•-•. H:~~~·r.·0.~bbo~~>-~ 
town, Pa., J·O, In eight. Miron 

J 



( 

\... 

Saints resume 
action tonight 
The Sun City Saints are scheduled to meet 

Langhurst-Collins of Marion, Iowa tod~y In th_e 
women's national softball tournament m Hous-

ton'I'he game, the second ror both clubs, is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. Sun City time. 

In a thrilling opener Monday, the Saints 
fought off a sixth-inning threat by the host 
Houston Comets to win, 2·1. 

All-American catcher Ma~llyn Rau paced 
the Saints' hitting attack with two doubles. 
Both hits keyed scoring efforts.

Langhurst-Collins, meanwhile, rolled to a 4-0 
win over Utah's Salt ~akers. , . 

The Saints. playmg In the tournaments 
lower bracket appear headed ror a Friday 
showdown with the upper bracket's Braket~es 
of Stratford, Conn., 16-time national champion 
and winner o( the title last year 

Following the Saints game tonight, the 
Brakettes take on Orlando Fla. The Brakettes 
are 2·0 and Orlando l·0 in tournament play. 

The Saints, who won their first national 
crown in 1979, finished third last year. . 

Debbie Doom, most valuable player In this 
event last ye_ar, is expected to take the mound 
for the SaiJ'!,~S. 

Wednesday, August 12, 1981 NEWS SUN 

NEWS-SUN Thursday, August 13, 1981 

Saints blank Iowans; 
By BURT FREIREICH 

HOVSTO:'J- It's showdown time again 
tonight between rnck-ribbed rivals Sun City 
and the Long Beach Renegades in the 
Winner·s bracket semifinals of the women's 
nat10nal softball championships 

The Saints, led by Suzie Gaw's two-run 
homer in the first and Barb Garcia's three 
singles, downed Marion, Iowa, 3-0. as Debbie 
Doom whiffed 15 

, Long Beach went 11 innings to drop 
! Ashland, Ohio, behind Mary Lou Ramm ·s 

no-hitter. 

SUN CITY-Long Beach will follow the 
other winner's bracket clash which pits the 
Milwaukee Bankettes against Orlando, Fla 
Milwaukee \.\'ednesday dropped Lansing 
Mich., ~-2, while Orlando stunned the defend
ing champions Raybestos Brakettes of Strat
ford, Conn .. l·0. 

It was the Renegades who last year 
bested the then defending champion Saints 
m the tourney's next-to-last game, l·O. on an 
unearned run and wound up as runnerup 
Coach Gerald Stapley will be lookmg for 
vengeance. 

He probably will go to :\1iss Doom again 
as his pitcher but Long Beach is expcctrd to 
return Tippy Borrego, who fanned 16 m a 2·0 
shutout of East Ridge, Tenn . Tuesday 

FOR THE SECOND straight game :\liss 
Garcia uncorked a super throw from center 
to cut down a run at home. Catcher :\Janlyn 
Rau blocked the plate to make the play 
possible, and then made it look routine .as 
she took the slightly wide throw and applied 
lhe tag from behind the runner 

Debbie had been rolling along behind a 
two-hitter when she walked the leadoff 
batter in the slxth and Kelly Phipps dropped 

Orlando stuns Brakettes' 
a Tc,as Lcagu(• smg:lc down the lcrt held 
lrne. :\ stnk<•out led lo Joct.• Drahcllc's sharp 
one b;1sc tnl'ss.ige to Garcia in center A 
tappc1· to thC' mound C'ndC'd the threal 

\Tis:,; (;,]f'l'la singl('d lhn•c straight tunes 
belore rtying deep lo cenll'r :\11ss liaw 
propcllC'd a fast ball "with a slight rise·· 
over thc right -center fence for her 17th 
homer 

SUZIJ:: SAID SUE Just waited on the pitch 
so ihe could SC'e it better ·· 1 didn't see the 
hall W<'ll m the first game," she said. She 
was 0-for-:l m that one 

The Saints scored an insurance run m the 
fifth whC'n :\liss Hau singled to left and was 
lifted for a pinch runner, !\-Iarla Stapley 
\I aria raced all the way to third on a Shawn 
Ritchey sacrifice bunt and scored on Lisa 
Clinchy's sacrifice fly. 

The Saints left two on in the first, second 

and fourlh Th(•ir hiJM' runners liJffiC on a 
1,1, alk and a Clinch; ~inJ;l:lc in !he first ond on 
a wcilk <ind a Garc,a sm~lc in hoth the 
second :.ind fourlh. They also stranded 1frss 
Jt1t<:hcy, who singled in the third. and \'icki 
Smith. who reached on an error m the fifth 

THE VICTORY CLINCHED at least a 
sixth plate finish for the Sam!:,; ahead of 18 
other teams 

:\1ilwaukeC', previously known as West 
Allis. came from behind on two walks and 
Nancy Nelson's three-run homer 

Orlando managed only two hits aga!nst 
Stratford. but they both counted Dot Rich
ardson doubled with one out in lhC' s1x!h. 
Snookie Mulder dropped in a hunt srnglc. 
and Patty Pyle lined a shot to the left 11eJder 
that went as a sacrifice for the lone run 
Stratford was scheduled to face Sall Lake in 
a loser's bracket contest this aflernoon SL'ZIF, GAW 



DEBBIE DOOM 

Friday, August 14, 1981 NEWS-SUN 

Saints' smalf packages 
By BURT FRE!REICH 

HOUSTON-Sometimes heroines come in 
small packages, and it was the tail end of 
the batting: order t~at early ~his morning 
propelled the Sun City Saints mto tonight's 
winner's bracket flnals of the national wom
en's softball championships. 

The Saints' big hit-their only one-was 
designated hitter Shawn Ritchey's leadoff 
double down the left field line in the sixth. 
Then came a series of miscues by the Long 
Beach Renegades, aided and abetted by Sun 
City's littlest troops who hung tough in the 
clinch. 

The final score was 3-0, but Debbie Doom 
had to survive a bases-loaded seventh inning 
to preserve her win 

COACH GERALD STAPLEY and his 
Arizonans tonight will face Florida's Orlando 
Rebels, who nosed out Milwaukee Thursday 
night, 1-0. Game time is scheduled for 7 p.m. 

Sun City time. 
Rain delayed last night's program, and 

the Saints did not get under way until after 
midnight. They finally fled the field at 2 a.m. 

After the Ritchey double , Lisa Clinchy 
worked Tippy Borrego for a walk, Vicki 
Smith advanced them via a bunt and little 
Karen Fellenz hung tough for another walk. 
No. 9 hitter Linda Belcher drove a grounder 

Box score, B2 

to short for an RBI, but the late throw to the 
plate went wild so a second run scored as 
Karen took third and Linda moved to 
second Barb Garcia's sacrifice fly to right 
drove in another. 

MISS DOOM SEEMED lo have an easy 
wrapup when she got one Renegade to pop 
up in the seventh and Sue Lewis to loft an 
easy fly to right but Gail Davenport dropped 

provide 3-0 surprise 
it for a three-base error. Then came a walk, 
a popup, and another walk to load the bases. 

It became desperation time when pinch 
hitter Yo Arvize worked a 3·1 count, but 
Debbie blew two strikes past her to end the 
game. 

The Saints had multiple chances in the 
early innings but could not muster a base 
hit. They had a walk in the first , an error 
and a walk in the second, two hit batsmen 
and a walk lo load the bases with one out in 
the third, and walks in the fourth and fifth. 

MISS GARCIA MISSED the first two 
innings because she couldn't find her contact 
lenses, but someone journeyed back to the 
motel to pick up her reserve specs. Her 
return to action was timely 

In the fourth Mlss Doom took a tapper 
from Miss Lewis and proceeded to throw the 
ball into right field for a two-base error. 

Shelley Bly crashed a liner into right center 
which looked like it had RBI written on it, 
but Barb speared it and threw to shortstop 
Suzie Gaw for a double play. 

Miss Lewis had smgled in the second and 
stole second base on a strikeout to give Long 
Beach its only other threat. but her mates 
couldn't get the ball out of the infield. 

DEFENDING CHAMPION Stratford, 
Conn., stayed alive in the loser's bracket by 
ousting Utah's Salt Lakers, l-0. The run 
came strangely. Sandy Cloutier led off the 
first with a walk , stole second, went to third 
on a passed ball, and scored on a grounder 
when the shortstop's homeward throw hit the 
pitcher for an error. 

Stratford will face Chillicothe, Mo., 5-1 
conquerors of Lansing, Mich Other survi
vors we1·e Bloomington, Minn., 3-1 winner 
oVer Ashland, Ohio, and Macomb, Ill.. 2-0 
victor over Marion, Iowa 

_) 
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Stratford ousts 

Sun City, 2-0 
HOUSTON-Defending champions Stratford, 

Conn.. today eliminated the Sun <;ity ~aints in the 
Women's National SoftbaJI Champ1onsh1ps, 2-01 and 
moved into tonight's final against the lone unbeaten 
Orlando, Fla., Rebels. 

It was the Saints' second third-place finish in a 

ro1tratford's Raybestos Brakettes and the Saints 
dueled scorelessly for five innings. Then Stratford 
broke through ror a run in the sixth without getting 
the ball out of the infield. 

After a pop-up, Debbie Doom walked Kathy 
Strahan, and Missy Mapes singled off Debbie's glove. 
Sue Enquist grounded to short but Suzie Gaw got an 
error on her throw to third to load the bases. Allyson 
Rioux bunted, and Debbie's throw to the plate was too 
late for the force. She then whiffed two to end the 
inning 

A hit batter and singles to center by Gina 
Vecchione and Miss Mapes produced an insurance run 
in the seventh. Barb Garcia's throw to the plate just 
missed nailing the sliding Pat Dufficy. That would 
have given Barb 3-for-3 on such plays during the 
tourney 

The Saints got singles from Miss Garcia in the first 
and Lisa Clmchy in the second, plus a hit batter in the 
fourth; but their biggest threat came in the se,·enth 

Marilyn Rau walked and Shawn Ritchey bounced 
one over the third baseman's head for a single. After 
a strikeout, Vicki Smith lined a shot to the shortstop. 
who threw to second to double up Marla Stapley, 
running for Marilyn. 

Miss Doom struck out 11, while Kathy Arendsen 
fanned 10 for Stratford 

(See earlier story on page Bl) 

Saturday, August 15, 1981 NEWS-SUN 

Saints fall to Rebels, 
By BURT FREIREICH 
HOUSTON-Sun City's 

Saints, lackluster in a 1-0 
loss to the Orlando Rebels 

JUcky to hold the damage 
that low. 

loser's bracket finale at 
noon. Their foe was decid
ed in a 10 a.m. game 
between defending cham-

here last night, will need ________ _ 

DOT RICHARDSON led 
off Orlando's attack with 
a line single to right. 
Third baseman Vicki 
Smith picked up Snooki 
Mulder's bunt and elected 
to go for the forceout. Her 
throw was too late and the 
end was near. 

Burton rapped a grounder 
to second baseman Karen 
Fellenz, but her throw to 
the plate failed to come 
close to the hoped-for for
ceout. three big victories to re- Box score, B2 

gain the national women's ________ _ 
softball title they relin- pion Raybestos Brakettes 
quished a year ago. of Stratford, Conn., and 

$hortstop Suzie Gaw 
went into short left for 
Joan Blackford's popup 
and dropped it, but she 
threw home for a for
ceout, and a strlkeout end
ed the inning. 

They already have as- Macomb, Ill. 
sured themselves of at The Brakettes edged 
least equalling I980's Macomb 2-1 in regulation. 
third-place finish. but to The Saints lost the Or
improve on that they'll lando affair early, giving 
first have to win today's ~P a run in the first and 

Patty Pyle legged out a 
bunt to load the bases, but 
Jo Ackerman flied harm
lessly to left. Then Shirley 

THE REBELS, now the 
tourney's only unbeaten 

must fight Brakettes 
team. failed to get anoth
er baserunner until Miss 
Ackerman lined a two-out 
single to right in the sixth 

The Saints had almost 
nothing to cheer about of
fensively. Lisa Clinchy 
lined a two-out single to 
left in the second and 
moved up on Miss Smith's 
single to deep short. But 
Lisa was picked off by the 
catcher's rifle throw to 
end it. 

Shawn Ritchey led off 

the fifth with a walk but 
nothing came of it. Little 
Linda Belcher opened the 
sixth with a Texas League 
single to center. It took 
two sacrifice attempts to 
move her to second. and 
then Miss Ga\\ grounded 
to third 

THE SAINTS' best in
ning was the se,,enth, al
though they never got a 
runner past first. Second 
baseman Pyle made the 
game·s outstanding deten-

s1ve play when she leaped games is scheduled . ror 7 
to spear Marilyn Ra~'s p.m 15 p.m. Arizona 
screeching liner. Mtss lime). 
Ritchey lined a single to Yesterday Stratford 
left. and the game ended stayed alive by ousting 
on well-hit but easily ban- Chillicothe, Mo .. 1-0. and 
died liners to center by Long Beach. 1-0. Macomb 
Miss Clinchy and to left bested Bloomington, 
by Miss Smith. Minn .. 1-0 and Milwaukee, 

If the Saints survive to- 3-0. 
day·s noon game, again.st The Saints will fly back 
the Brakellcs, they will to Sky Harbor airport 
need two victories tonight Sunday aboard Contmen
over Orlando to win the tal's flight 53, scheduled 
litle. First of the night to arrive at 7:58 p.m 
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A member of the Sun City Saints Booster Club lets Harbor International Airport to greet their favorites 
players and skipper Gerald Stapley know where his when they arrived home from the national tourna• 
loyalty lies Sunday. Several fans turned out at Sky ment in Houston. (News-Sun Photo) 

Fans turn out to greet Saints 
By MARK COAST 

Stall Writer 
Passersby didn't quite 

know what to make of the 
40 or more people dressed 
in red and gold clothing 
waiting Sunday night at 
Continental Airlines gate 
II. 

But when most of the 
members of the Sun City 
Saints walked into the 
waiting area off their 
flight from Houston, scene 
of the national tourna
ment, the applause and 
cheers said it all. 

The third-place team in 
the nation for the second 
straight year seemed 
pleased to see the group 

of boosters, friends and 
family there to greet 
them. 

ALTHOUGH the nation
al tournament directors 
decided to wait until later 
in the week to name the 
All-America team, Mari• 
lyn Rau, Barb Garcia, 
Lisa Clinchy and Debbie 
Doom were all selected to 
the squad representing 
the United States in the 
Tri-National Tournament 
between the U.S., Japan 
and China, to be played in 
Japan Sept. 2·14. 

Several boosters con
fessed to spending a few 
sleepless nights while the 
Saints were in the nation-

al tournament. Some said 
they had waited until ear
ly in the morning listening 
to the radio for reports on 
the Saints progress, 

Of the four members 
going to Japan, all but 
Debbie will face conflicts 
with class schedules if 
they were to go. 

Barb said there was no 
question about it, she 
would definitely go and 
worry about her schedule 
later. On the other hand, 
Lisa said she would wait 
until she could check her 
class schedule. Classes for 
her and Barb start Aug. 
24. 



Welcome 
Barb Garcia, center, is surrounded by Sun City Saints 

boosters and other fans at Sky Harbor International Airport when 
she and the rest of the team returned Sunday night from the 
national softball tournament In Houston. Vicki Smith, left, and 

Sue Bristow, right, with their backs to the camera, also wer 
mobbed by more than 40 welt wishers. Barb was one of fol 
Saints named to a U.S . team that will tour Japan next mont/ 
Related stor ies, BL (News-Sun Photo by Mark Coas• 
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Honors go 
to 4 Saints 

The Amateur Softball Association officially 
announced its All -America team Wednesday 
and, as expected, four Sun City Saints made 
the select squad. 

Barb Garcia, Lisa Clinchy, Marilyn Rau and 
Debbie Doom all earned a spot on the team . 
Their selection was determined on their per• 
formances at last week 's national tournament 
in Houston, where the Saints finished third . 

Also, those four athletes were chosen to the 
team representing the United States in the Tri• 
Nation Softball Championship to be held in 
Japan September 3-14 . Bill Plummer, ASA 
communications coordinator , said no other 
team had four or more players selected to that 
squad . 

At the national tournament, Miss Doom 
pitched 34 innings for the Saints, striking out 45 
batters and allowing three earned runs . Miss 
Rau batted .231 with two doubles In the tourney 
and , as catcher, was on the receiving end of 
several close plays at the plate. 

Miss Clinchy also shined defensively at first 
base and hit .273 with one RBI Miss Garcia, a 
rookie center fielder , batted .357 with one 
double and one RBI and twice threw out 
runners attempting to score . 

I• 



4 Saints ioin 
select team 

Four Sun City Saints 
and 11 other top U.S. soft
ball players have been 
selected to represent the 
United States in the first 
Tri-Nation Championship 
next month in Japan 

The USA team, com
prised of players who 
were selected following 
the recent Amateur Soft
ball Association Women's 
Major Fast Pitch National 
Championship in Houston, 
will compete against 
women's teams Crom 
China and Japan In round
robin competition begin
ning Sept. 3 and conclud
ing Sept. 13 in Tokyo and 
Osaka. 

The Saints players se
lected are Lisa Clinchy, 
rirst base, Barb Garcia, 
outfield, Marilyn Rau, 
catcher, and pitcher Deb
bie Doom 

Rounding out the sguad 
are Patty Pyle, Lou Piel 
and Dot Richardson of the 
national champion Orlan
do, Fla., Rebels; Kathy 
Arendsen and Sue Enquist 
of the Raybestos Brak
ettes, Stratford, Conn.; 
Sue Kragseth and Mary 
Owen of the Shimers, 
Bloomington, Minn.; Lori 
Stoll of Coors, Hamilton, 
Mo., Patty Cutright of the 
Macomb, Ill., Magic; 
Starleen Orullian of the 
Utah Salt Lakers; and Sue 
Lewis of the Long Beach, 
Calif., Renegades. I 

Coaching the team will 
be Marge Ricker, whose 
Rebels won their first na
tional championship ever 
August 1:;. 

Besides their competi
tion against Japan and 
China, the U.S. teams will 
play a series of exhibition 
games In a Friendship 
Series against Japanese 
teams. 

The U.S. team will de
part Sept. 2 for Tokyo and 
return Sept. 14. 

Monday August 24, 1981 NEWS-SUN 

NEWS-SUN Thursday, August 27, 1981 

Saints Boosters schedule 
team appreciation night 

Sun City Saints Appre
ciation Night, sponsored 
by the team's booster 
club, will be held Sept. 19 
In the Lakes Club. 

No-host cocktails will be 
served at 6 p.m. with din
ner at 7. 

Tickets are $10 and may 
be purchased through 

Sept. 16 by calling Rose 
Schwartz at 977-3544 after 
2p.m. 

Members of the Saints, 
who finished third Jn the 
women's nationaJ softball 
tournament earlier this 
month, wlll be on hand for 
the festivities, which are 
open to the public. 

Tables will be assigned 
on a first-come, first
served basis. 

SUN CITY CITIZEN-Sep1embe, 2. 1981-

Saints 
banquet 
The Sun City Saints 

appreciation and 
awards banquet wUI be 
held at the Lakes Club 
Saturday, Sept. 19, 7 
p.m. at $10 per person 

Reservations may 
be made by caUing 
Rose Schwartz, 977· 
3544, after 2 p.m. 
Tables will be reserv
ed on a first.come, 
first-served basis. 
Everyone is welcome 
whether a Saints 
Booster Club member 
or not. 

Anyone who admires 
our Saints is urged to 
attend. This is an op. 
portunlty to meet the 
players socially. 
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Event to feature award 
presentations to Saints 

Awards for the Sun City 
Sarnts' most valuable 
player, rookie of the year, 
most improved player and 
team spark plug will be 
presented at the team's 
appreciation night dinner 
sept. 19 in the Lakes Club. 

Saints catcher Marilyn 
Rau will talk on the trip to 
Japan this month made 
by a U.S. all-star softball 
team. Teammates Debbie 
Doom, Lisa Clinchy and 
Barb Garcia joined Mari
lyn on the squad. 

Dinner will follow the 6-
7 p.m. no-host cocktail 
hour. ooug Morris will be 
master of ceremonies and 
featured speaker. 

Tickets are $10 and may 
be purchased by calling 
Rose Schwartz at 977-3544 
between 2 and 6:30 p.m. 

The public is invited. 

Lisa moves up 
Sun City Saints Lisa Cll passed ball as ,~chy advances to second on a th unsuccenfully 1o make °l'h Deng x;aojuan lunges fea~ s,alnts are members of a U.S. softboll all star • tag. Lisa and several Japari ayong In Tokyo against 1eoms from China and (AP Laserphoto) j 
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Boosters laud 
Sun City Saints pitcher Debbie 

Doom was named Most Valuable Play
er at the Saints Booster Club's annual 
recognition banquet Saturday In the 
Lakes Club. 

Ann Beisser was recognized as 
Sparkplug of the women's softball 
team, which finished third in the na
tional tournament; Barbara Garcia re
ceived the award as Rookie of the 
Year; and Vicki Smith was named 
Most Improved Player 

zen editor, called Sun City " pa rt of an 
exciting experiment" since 1965 when 
the Saints first represented the retire
ment community as a team: and a 
"unique happening" with the advent of 
the Boosters Club in 1974 He saluted 
the team ; the Boosters; the Porn Pon 
Squad , led by Corrine and Ray Leslie ; 
and Gerald Stapley , Sa ints coach, who 
introduced the do zen Saints present , 

Serving as master of ceremonies for 
the event, Doug Morris, Sun City Citi-

Joe Davisson, president of the 
Booster Club, called hi s group a " hard· 
working team, " hrst formed to raise 
funds to help the Saints go to Africa to 

Saints at banquet 
represent the United States. He intro
duced its omcers and those who had 
arranged for the banquet : Paul Morrill, 
Rose Schwartz, Betty Webb, Helen 
Stobar, Sam Higginbotham; Gene 
Smith; Alice Messick, Charles Gra
ham, Ruth Skeels, John Poja, Ruth 
Morgan, Gene Downing and Don Shupe. 

The team's catcher, Marilyn Rau, 
described the experiences of four 
Saints players who went to the Orient 
this summer with the National All· 
Stars softball team. Emerging with a 7· 
0-3 record, team members earned gold 
medals for their rirst-place finish. 

Burt Frelreich , publisher of the 
Daily News-Sun , who was active in 
establishing the Saints as a Sun City 
team, discussed the history of the team 
and its development as one of the top 
women's softball organizations in the 
country . 

This year, the Saints won the Webb 
Tournament, the Phoenix Metro Tour
nament, the Cactus Regional Tourna
ment and the National Sports Festival 
softball competition In Syracuse, N. Y ., 
for which they each received an Olym
pic gold medal. 



( 
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Col. Paul Morrill, Boosters Club representative , 
congratulates winners of awards at the Sun City 

Saints r ecognit ion banquet: from left, Debbie Doom , 
Most Valuable Player; Ann Beisser, Sparkplug ; 

' 

Vicki Smith , Most Improved Player; and Barbara 
Garci a, Rookie of the Year . (News•Sun Photo) 
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On the Town 

·- Doub .Morris 
Editor 

It wasn't Just a din
ner at the Lakes Club, 
It was a coming 
together of many ob
vious and deep-seated 
affections. It was the 
annual •·sun City 
Saints Appreciations 
Banquet," Jast Satur
day night. 

The room was full of 
people, and the people 
were fuJl of an 
unabashed pride in 
each other. 

It was a bouquet of a 
dozen American 
Beauties - those 
Saints who could find 

Saints banquet 
time away from other 
commitments to be 
there. Somehow, there 
ebullient youth d1dnt't 
ofrer contradiction to 
the more advanced 
years of those who 
came to applaud The 

It was Joe Davisson, 
many-years president 
of the Saints Boosters 
Club. giving the bow to 
others who have 
devoted sacrifical 
hours to all those up
front and in-back 

common denominator meetings and chores 
was "thank you,'' necessary to the pro
which defies all calen- per accomplishment of 
dar limitations any big job. 

It was Gerald It was Kay Kendall 
Stapley, Saints' coach, and Louise Bates ad
trying to restrain a ding vocal and piano 
glow in his team's ac- melody to the obvious 
complishments, within harmony of the gather
the bounds of accep- mg. 
table personal modes- I t w a s B u r t 
ty, and failing. No _ 
bushel is big enough to 
hide such a light. 

Freireich, editor
publisher of the News
Sun, and an en
cyclopedia of Saint's 
history, bringing to life 
the early years of 
faltering struggle, and 
the more recent years 
of remarkable suc
cess. 

It was Ann Beiser, 
Shawn Richey, Karen 
Collina, Vicky Smith, 
Marilyn Rau, Barb 
Garcia, Cindy and Sue 
Bristow, Gail Peters, 
Debbie Doom, Suzie 
Gaw, and Lisa Clin
chy, and batgirls, Lori 

an occasion of thanks 
and Kathy Pfab, and 
Dana Resnick 

ll was a Rose 
decorating lhe 
podium. Delayed by a 
standing ovation, Rose 
Schwartz, presented 
hand-made medallions 
to Suzie Gaw, as 
"home run champ or 

'81." and to Marilyn 
Rau as "all time 
champion." The au
dience presented Rose 
with a tribute that 
can't be hung on the 
wall, but will always 
the visible in memory. 

It was a chance ror 
the Saints to 

" ~ ,; 

demonstrate what they 
think of each other. 
Their votes said: Ann 
Beiser, "team spark
plug;" Barb Garcia, 
"rookie of the year;" 
Vicky Smith, "most 
improved player;" 
Debbie Doom, "most 
valuable player." 

k 

It was Corinne and 
Ray Leslie, panjan
drums of the Pom
Poms, and their terp
sichorean titivaters, 
( hardly recognizable 
fully clothed) 
acknowledging ap• 
preciation for their 
rhythmic contradic-

0 k. -
,/ ;fr (- ~---f ~_,,. 

Paul Morntl, vice president of the Sun City 
Samts Booster Club, presents trophies to outstan
ding members ol the Saints softball team at the 
annual awards banquet Saturday night al the 
Lakes Club. The winners were selected by their 
teammates From the left, winner ol the coveted 

Most Valuable Player Award was Debbre Doom, 
pitcher; Ann Beisser, utility, was named the Team 
Spark Plug; Vicky Smith, third base, was awarded 
the Most Improved Player trophy; and Barb Garcia. 
outfielder, was named the Rookie of the Year 
(Sun City Citizen photo.) 

lion of years and gravi
ty. 

It was all these 
things - and so much 
more. It was the Sun 
Cities saying that we 
aren't content to be 
spectators that 
we're going to par
Continued on Page 13 

J 
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Em~sisON PEOPLE-~-~ .. -~ 

Saints, Boosters share accolades 
By LORAINE TOWNE 

Stall Writer 
Saints and Boosters 

shared their annual ap
preciation dinner recently 
in the Lakes Club. 

Marilyn Rau, Lisa Clin
chy, Debbie Doom and 
Barbara Garcia were sur
rounded by inquisitive 
fans. 

They had just returned 
rrom a two-week tour in 
Japan as members of the 
U.S. team. They played in 
the first China, U.S., Ja
pan Women's Softball 
Championship. 

Debbie added, "We 
were busy playing ball 
most of the time. The 
Japanese were really nice 
to us. They like tall girls. 
They had a good team. 
We played In Tokyo, 
Osaka and Kyoto. They 
gave us a lot of gills." 

BARBARA TOLD on 
Marilyn: "Marilyn got to 
o to a Japanese bath 

1apow 
Z861 
MiN 

makes the team. The 
Boosters reaUy work 
hard, and without them 
the Saints wouldn't be 
much of a team, that's for 
sure." 

Coach Gerald Stapley 
and his wife, Hazel, were 
seated next to Jean Mor
rill at dinner. Gerald said, 
"We're native Arizonans. 
Hazel was born in Mesa 
and I was born in Snow
ciilf." 

Someone asked Hazel 
about her role as wife of a 
coach, and she replied, 
"It's lonely being the wife 
of the coach. Dinner must 
always be early so he can 
get to the games, and then 
he fills the car up with 
girls until there's no room 
for me," she jokingly add
ed 

DANA REZNIK, an 11 · 
year-old batgirl, did some 
table-hopping. She visited 
with her parents, Al and 
Judy Reznik. 

""'' 
Jau~ 

ueoi1 
iuawu 
~)JOO', 

PO 
JOllll 

Jil'~B 
~,Ae 

lUclWL 

@i 
YHUM:I 

A 

accompanied by Louise 
Bates, led the singmg of 
the "Star Spangled Ban
ner." 

Toastmaster Doug Mor
ris, Sun City Citizen edi
tor, introduced Coach Sta
pley who introduced the 
Saints. They received an 
outburst of applause and a 
standing ovation. 

President Davisson in
troduced the Booster offi
cers: Paul Morrill, first 
vice president; Rose 
Schwartz, second vice 
president; Betty Webb, 
secretary; Helen Marie 
Stobar, financial director, 
and Eugene Smith, mem
bership chairman. 

Kay Kendall opened her 
portion of the program by 

~~~i:\;~':ci1~g t~~ •• ~~~~ 
help from the audience. 
She sang favorites from 
"Sound of Music" and led 
a sing-along. 

She appropriately con
cluded with a rousing 
"Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game," the loudest of the 

(Continued on B5) 





Saints party ... 
or the very beginnings or 
the Saints, from the days 
the team was housed in 
Grand Center to when It 
played on a field that is 
now occupied by the Sun
tower Restuarant. The 
history of the Saints is 
impressive with obstacles 
overcome and accom
plishments achieved. 

(Continued from B4) 
sing-along songs. 

IT WAS Marilyn Rau's 
tum to report on the trip 
to Japan: "We played the 
Chinese team four times, 
the Japanese six times. 
We played two games on 
Japanese TV. In Osaka, 
we played in the baseball 
stadium. 

Vicky Smith and the Mosl 
Valuable player trophy 
was presented to Debbie 
Doom. 

"We didn't have time to 
do any sightseeing. But 
we had a good time. I 
didn't care too much for 
the sushi. We called it 
'tuna belly.' We spent 
most of our time travel
ing, playing ball, eating 
and washing our clothes. 

"I went to a public bath 
house just once. It was an 
experience! 

The awards ceremony 
was performed by Coach 
Stapley and Paul Morrill. 
The Spark Plug Award 
trophy was presented to 
Ann Beisser. Rook1e of the 
Year was Barbara Gar
cia, the Most Improved 
Player award went to 

"The Nichii Department 
Store sponsored the 
games, and we won the 
'Nichii Cup' and a gold 
medal. We also won the 
first China, U.S., Japan 
Women's Softball Champi
onship winner's cup." 

BURT FREIREICH, 
publisher of the Daily 
News-Sun, told the story 

News-Sun 
Photos by 

Loraine Towne 

Art Wieck, a member of 
th~ Saints Boosters, visits 
with team member Cindy 
Bristow during the appre
ciation dinner. 

Rose Schwartz present
ed her special awards to 
Marilyn Rau, who hit 13 , 
home runs this season, 
and Suzie Gaw, who hit 17 
homers. Rose traditional
ly makes and gives 
framed stitchery pictures 
or the Saints' lggo. 

Toastmaster Morris 
brought the evening to a 
close with, "This evening 
of appreciation between 
the Saints and the Boost
ers has been an expres
sion of friendship." 











sun 
beams 

..,v Burt Frelrelch 
With mt)(ed emotions I pass on to you the muia1 

paragraph of a note from Sun Citian Ruth Morgan: 
"Thank you for your editorial, . ·s~ints: Wh_ere 

now?' As you were instrumental m bn~gmg the Samts 
to Sun City, perhaps your efforts ~111 awaken the 
community to what excellent goodw11l ambassadors 
the Sun City Saints are for thi~ city." 

Her letter goes on to md1cat_e what many of us 
feel-that the departure of the Samts women's so_Hball 
team from Sun City would leave a substantial void. 

Naturally I was pleased that the edito'.1al met with 
acceptance by Mrs. Morgan. My regret_ 1s that, since 
writing it, I have come to the conclusion ~ha~ there 
may be no way for me to help bring to realization the 
hopes which I helped to generate t~at ~he~e n:iay be a 
way to rescue the Saints as a Sun City mst1tut1on 

SHORTLY AFTER the editorial appeared I partici
pated in a discussion or the problem, at the behest or 
Saints Booster Club leader Joe Davisson, with other 
interested individuals. I am unhappy to report to Mrs. 
Morgan and other Saints rans t~at nothing optimistic 
was forthcoming from that meetmg 

The Del E. Webb Development Co would be as 
cooperative as possible, e,•en willing to rent the 
stadium for $1, but under orders from its corporate 
headquarters cannot participate in any way which 
would result in a deficit expenditure. 

THE CONSENSUS AT THE meeting was that it 
would take upwards of $75,000 per year-or approxi
mately $200,000 over a three-year period-to k_eep the 
Saints in operation here: It just doesn't seem JUStlria
ble to go to the commumty to ask for a contribution or 
such proportions. 

We talked about areas where substantial savings 
could be effected. having the Saints go back to the 
kind of austere operation that marked their beginning 
here. But we just couldn't see how to overcome the 
very sizable costs 

Now here is where I plan to place at least part of 
the blame for the loss of the Saints on outsiders' 
shoulders. 

The Saints drew greater attendances at their home 
games a decade ago and even 11 2 decades ago than 
they do now. They had strong rivalries and were 
Involved in a championship race as members of a 
now-deceased league of high-caliber teams .. The 
community's size has grown substantially, but the 
number of ticket-buying fans and general support has 
ebbed. And this has happened in spite of the fact that 
the Saints have become titans in their field on a 
national basis. 

THERE'S HARDLY A TEAM anywhere in any 
sport that can boast two third-place finishes and a 
national championship in the past three years, but the 
Saints can. They are a tremendous success in all 
respects except at the box office 

One of the major differences is that the Saints "m 
the good old days" started their season with a team 
pretty much intact. Now they go through much of the 
season-before taking off on national and internation
al competitions beyond the reach of local fans-with a 
patchwork squad. 

What has happened? Well, many of them play for 
college teams which have instituted severe restric
tions. They used to play both for ASU and the Saints 
when there was no conflict, but now they are under 
orders not to participate with the Saints until ASU (or 
other college) team activities have ended for the 
season. 

THERE HAS BEEN a sweeping change m college 
athletics in recent years. There is a greater opportun
ity for female athletes to get athletic scholarships. 
With these scholarships, which college athletic depart
ments apparently consider a kind of payment along 
professional lines. the college has a club to enforce 1ts 
rules and regulations 

When the Saints first came to Sun City, there was 
no such conflict; there were no scholarships for girl 
softball players and, if I remember correctly, there 
wasn't even an ASU girls soflball team 

ASU, and to a lesser degree the University of 
Arizona, could ask no better "farm system" than the 
benefits which they receive by virtue of the Saints' 
existence and the Saints' extraordinarily high level of 
performance. The restrictions placed upon the Saints 
by the colleges (and ASU and UofA aren't alone in 
this) have had desultory results which now are very 
obvious. 

The colleges are killing the goose that laid the 
golden egg, and nobody is prospering as a result 
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NEWS-SUN Friday, November 6, 1981 

Saints boosters soy 
they'll follow players 
EDITOR: 

We are Sun CJty Saints boost
ers and feel very badly that the 
people of Sun City could not 
support the greatest sollball 
team in the world. 

They wouldn't spend $1.75 to 
see two beautiful games, but 
just have a free night and we'd 
have a packed house. 

Coach Stapley and the Boost
ers plan on taking them to 
another city. Wherever they 
hlay, we will be there enjoying 

Rose Currier 
Sun City 

Saturday, November 7, 1·,~1 NEWS-SUN 

I 

Closing shop 
Paul Morrill, first vice president of the Sun Clfy Saints Booster Club, packs box 
FriJay before closing club office. The office, located on the second floor of the 
News•Sun building, no longer Is needed with the Saints unable to play in Sun City 
Stadium. Del E . Webb Development Co. announced last month it is closing the 
stadium to all but the MIiwaukee Brewers. (News Sun Photo) 



NEWS-SUN 
NEWS SUN Thursdoy, November 19, 1981 

Monday, November 16, 1911 

Why can't merchants 
get behind SC Samts 

E~~~~:; am attacking lhe S~n 
City merchants. We m Sun City 
patronize ou~ merchants as 
much as possible and on that 
basis I don't understand why 
they 'can't get behind the Sun 

Cl~i !.~:~·cost each shop very 
liltle to supply the funds for the 
use of the stadium for the few 

m;!h~at::~i~azi~ns who mak~ 
money on the concession stand , 
we have many merchants ma~
tng their Hving here, so let s 
gel on the ball and help the 
Boosters to help the greatest 
girls' softball team in the coun
try. 

Boosters will continue 
to boost SC, sew, YT 
EDITOR: 

Rose Currier 
Sun City 

Part of my sad duties in
volved in closing out the Sun 
City Saints Booster Club is the 
necessity of closing the office 
we maintained for so long in 
the Daily News-Sun Building. 

Your generosity and commu
nity spirit in making this space 
available to us without cost was 
J great help and enabled us to 

NEWS ·S UN Friday, November 20, 1981 

Saints fan still hopes 
for return of boll team 
EDITOR: 

1 am a Sun Clty Saints Boost
er (an. We have gone to every 

one of their games and enjoyed 
them. We buy a score card 
every game plus other things 
that are on sale. It helps the 
expenses for the girls. They 
deserve it. 

We don't know any of them 
personally, which to us doesn' t 
matter , the game they play is 
enjoyable to watch. We buy 
things at the concession stand. 
We could be cheap and bring 
our own but we know the mon
ey all goes for a good cause 

As for the attendance, maybe 
a little more advertising would 
do. l'm sure that would be a 
good place to spend Happy 
Hour. 

I would like to give a special 
word of thanks for the future 
programs that are going to be 
held in the Sun Bowl. It means 
a lot to us people out here in 
Sun City. 

Adeline Kaminski 
Sun City 

conduct the affairs of the Sun 
City Saints in a businesslike 
and efficient manner . 

You are all too familiar with 
the reasons for the termination 
of the team's relationship with 
the community , and that the 
decisions were made by per
sons outside of any influence 
either of us could apply. That Is 
all over now, and I can only 
say that whenever the Saints or 
the Booster Club needed a help
ing hand, both you and your 
newspaper responded whole
heartedly. 

We will all of us remain stout 
boosters for the communities or 
Sun City , Sun City West and 
Youngtown , and as time goes 
on we will all find other outlets 
for our civic pride . But some
times, in the middle of the 
night, we may be excused if we 
dream of those times when 
Marilyn and Suzy hit back-to
back homers over the 
fence- and we all felt young 
again, even if only for a min
ute , Thanks again . 

Joe Davisson 
Boosters president 
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