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DAVISSON GETS APEX AWARD 

Area volunteers honored 
A man who has served as a 

\'Oiunteer in both Sun Citv and 
Sun Cit~ West over the p3st 13 
years was anno unced as .the 
~ews•Sun·s Apex Award rec1p1ent 
at a luncheon Tuesday of the 
Empire State Club in Ritter's 
Restaurant 

He is Joe Davisson, a resident 
of Sun Cit) for. nine years. and a 
four•year Sun City West resident. 

Men and Women of the Year for 
1983 from Sun City, Sun Cit)' West 
and Youngtown also accepted rec
ognition plaques for outstanding 
volunteerlsm from News•Sun Pub
lisher Burt Freireich 

FOR MANY YEARS, Dav isson 
has been president of the Booster 
Club. supporting organization for 
the Sun City Saints women's soft
ball team When the team encoun
le red financia l difficulties, it v, as 
his inno,·ali\'e financing and com
munity cooperation that enabled 
them to continue 

He is a founder and execulive 
,•ice president of the Sun Cit) 
Wes_l Communil) Fund, a trustee 
a nee president and member of 
the executive commiltee of tbe 
Sun Cities Art Museum , a past 
president of the area Cancer So 
clety fund drive and of lhe local 
Ohio Club , a Lions member and a 
board member ol the Lakes Club 

Davisson. who is manager of 
the Sun Cilv West branch and a 
,·1ce president of t:nited Bank, 
was also a launder of the Senior 
Olympics 

IN A.CCEPTlNG hb a,fard. he 
stressed that hi!i participation 10 
actinlles of both Sun C1l\ \\est 
and Sun City has bern alined al 

~~~~~~nn11, t~e cl~~~m~~1f/i~;~.h~~ 
•·1,ht,r citit>s , ratht>r Ut. n. ... epa 
rate cll1t>!> 

Recip1cnu. of ,1.en and \\ omen 
of the 't'rar n:ards \\e~ R~~
mond Korsmeier and 'lildred 
Freeman of Sun City. Willlam It 

~t~~~t~- a\~~s~1:~~a{1e~r~1gj;~, ~~ 
, oun&to11;n 

Korsmeter Is active m volunteer 
work in the American .-\5,.oclation 
of Rt-tired Person·, tax counseling 
program. Rerordmg for the Bl ind. 

un City Prides. Sun l'1t~ ,\rea 
'transportation. Palmbrook Coun trJ f1ub board of directors an 1 

::u~~ihh~f:d~~~n~ld=~~ ~:~s I· 

Ursula Freireich , associate publisher of the News • 
Sun. al right. congratulates the recipients of the 
newspaper's nlnlh annual Men and Women of the 

Year awards From left, they're Raymond Kors· 
meier, Mary Glenn, Margarel Bloxom , Mildred 
Freeman and WIiiiam H Thomas 

hold repairs One or hi s nomma• 
tors wrote. "I have ne\1er kno,\n a 
more unsernsh person always 
looking lo see hO\\ he can help 
someone." 

MRS FREEMAN ls active in 
Prides. Lnited Church's Women's 
League. Friendly Senice and oth
er groups. Christian Women, Dy• 
sart Community Cc>nter as board 
member and a tutor, Sun \'alley 
Lodge y, 1th the Golden Years 
Club. has taught se\\ mg to 4-H 
girls and teaches crafts, co llected 
clothing and food for the "st reet 

f,~;.pltie,; ~I _a ~~iJ hin! i~~ ~ ~n ~:o~l.oo~ ~ 
a wonderful. helptul nel&hbor 

Wilham Thomas, , 1ce president 
of the Propert~· Owners and Iles! 
dtnll i\SS\)Clation in 193:1 was 
rhatrman of the rommillee to 
plan tor <1nd implement Senior 
Citizen o, er lay Zonma Sun City 
West , tC\"iSf'd POH·\ b,·la\\S to 
make them more ea~il\' under 
!-lond, \\ as one ol the iolJn<it>r~ of 
Lendin& H.tnds. a s1rk room 
equipment lt'nd1nl( proitr..im. and 
helped ra1'-t funds for II. and h a 
member ol the Bo~well Hn~pltal 
.\ux1llarv a se\fl(',;,,g ;wd ,ledi· 

1ft Local, A3 

New! Sun Publisher Burl Frelreich . al lei!. presents the Apex ;iw,rd for 
tongllrne out,tandlng community service to Sur, (tty West resident Joe 
Davisson.I News Sun photos by Jim Painter) 
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Saints to play King & Court 
The world.famous four-man softball team, 

~~~n~si~, ::~i ::.c:~:j\· l~'\1~ ~~l di~~ ~ra8dl~ 
Tickets to the fund-raiser are $4 for adults, $2 
for children and S9 for a family. They may be 
obtained fro.m Rose Schwartz, ~0312 Talisman 

:i:\;ft~ 0W~~t 8tt~k :.~~d~~:. 18o~f" E~it\v!~~ 
Development Co. administration building and 
Webb home realty offices 

\~ __ NEWS-SUN THURSDAY, AP_R_IL_:._,_,a_, ____ _ 

Game tickets go on sale 
for Saints, King & Court 

Tickets to the A~rU 17 .gam:a~e~:,eeir~~~s!Jnft a;e~e~~~ 
Court and the Sun City Sam~it West PTickets are available 
locations in S'W ~~Y0":v~t~~~enl Co. administration building, 
at the Del E. e Cards and Girts _rn Sundome Plaza. 
Sundome, ~u¥dom1 Agency offices, Umted Bank branches, 1~~0f~ril!bb H~'::e Realty and from Rose Schwartz, 10312 

Talisman Roaf, Sunt~.t~iime which will feature lhe pitching 
Proceeds rom_ 9 • Sr will be used to cover the 

,t legendary! Eddie Fse\in~:e national softball tournament in 
i~n~l~~r~~t,e~~e~~~ust.- Tickets are $4 for adults, $2 for 

. children and $9 for a am1ly. 

i'l(Ii19';"i0' challenge Saints 
The King and His Court, the four decades of competition, he lional cha_m_p1onship l_ootball seasons, they have ne\·er fin-

world•renowned softball team has won more than 6,000 games tea;m. He 1omed the Kmg and ished worse than fourth in the 
headed by pitcher Eddie Feig• His victories Include more than His Court_ 15 years ago, adding r:.i.tjonal tournament 
ner Sr., will play the Sun City 1,700 shutouts, 800 no-hitters a repertoire or comedy roulmes Tickets for the 7 p.m _game 
Samts April 17 in Sun City and 227 perfecl games to his Uelding talents. A sales are$~ for adults, S2 for children 
Stadium Handling the catching chores man in the orfseason. West also and $9 for a family 

F'ormed in 1946 by Feigner, Is Eddie Feigner Jr., better is an avid golfer . Tickets may be obtained at 
the only active member of the known as "J .R.,, A gradu11.te of Shortstop Dave Barnett. in his the Del E Webb Co adminiS· 
original squad, the team has San Diego State t;niversity third season. uses his speed 1 9.8 tralion bulldmg. Sundome, Sun• 
made appearances against pro- where he lettered in three seconds in the lOO-yard dash 1 to dome Cards and Gifts, Thunder• 
fessional baseball players in sports, he can substitute on the also cover the outfield He bird Travel Agency offices. 
Yankee Stadium. the Astro- mound for his father During played cent_er field for the Uni lnited Bank branch_es in Sun 
dome, Dodger Stadium and oth • the last eight years he has versity of \orth Caroltna 111 the Cll}' and Sun City ,~est. Webb 
er maJor league ballparks The averaged more than 100 home 1978 College World Series He Home Realty offices and from 
team also has made several runs a season, When JR is not spent lwo seasons in the '\Ion Rose Schwartz. 10312 Talisman 

tei;;::~e"/~~{:!a~~~~." mixes :a~ok~~· his spot is filled by Jim ~!~Is \!po~~::~~ 1·s1:::!e~;ff R~r~ceeds from the game will 
ability with humor in h.is pitch• coach rn the offseason be used to help pay for the 
mg style, hurling blindfolded, First baseman Gan West The Saints are one of the Saints· trip to the August na• 
from behind his back or be- played quarterback ro·r Long nation's top {ast-pilt:h women·s lional softball tournament in 
tween his legs During nearly Beach City College's 1960 na- soflball teams. In the last six Buffalo. N \-' 
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Saints meet King 
Debbie Thompson of the Sun City Saints dellvers a pltch during 
Tuesday's exhibition game against the King & His Court in Sun 
City Stadium . The King & His Court . led by pitcher Eddie Feigner , 
beat the Salnh 10·1. ( News Sun photo) 
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\ Doom makes iumP 
1
\ to new team in '84 

By STEVE HAWLEY by injuries over the next three via . The latter two players are 
Sports Editor seasons. rook,es 

The Sun City Salnls have ALTHOUGH SHE had lh e STAPLEY ALSO said Venita 
played muct1 of their early best earned-run average of any Hokal will join the pitching 
schedule the last two seasons Saint last season (0.56), she staff. She is pitching for Glen
without standout pitcher Debbie ap~eared ln just 15 games, com- dale Community College this 
Doom. pihng a 10·3 mark. year , Staplev added . 

1 
Th~t will change thls year W~th Michelle and_ Connie re· "We're going to be able to 

Debbie, the most valuable play- turning, Stapley sllll has _the field a seasoned team " taid 
er at the 1980 women's major heart ~f hl_s pitching staff, ~f1ch• Stapley , " but there's the ~si• 

~ssttt~:o:l~~b~~n!~u~:~en! :~~• ::~:l~:da~:r~ f~J~:~~ ~:~ billty of having two ?r "1-ee 
Saints' unlform at all in 1984 17·6 in 27 games. Connie ap· rookies <In the llneup l. 

Saints coach Gerald Stapley peared in 33 games and was 19· Some of the regular, will not 

\ 

said the UCLA junior plans to 4_ be able to play 1mm edlalely 
pitch tor a California team this Marilyn Rau, the only re• because of commitments to eol• 
~eason. mainlng member of the ~rtglnal ~~~: ~ift~:l~ir:e~ui~\in~~ 

THAT WILL leave the pitch• Saints. team and a nine-time All- on the field Stapley ts f oaiidltnt 
in& to veteran standout Michelle Amen.ca.pick , w.lll be back for the Saints 'will be as iOO• or 
Thomas and youngster Con~1e another season as cattber. Sta· better than the team that fin· 
Clark, who bad the best winning pley satd Manlyn gave up ished third last season in the 
rn~~;nlage on the Saints' staff :!~~1~:e 1~ c~~~~:ry :urn~f:g national lou1 ament 

How much wut the loss of the Phoenix Police Academy "WE'RE GOING t~ be all I Dtbble hurt the Saints? THE INFIELD will remain right ," he said. " l think we 'll 
"Sure we'll miss her,'' said Intact with Helen Andrade at hold our ?wn a~alnst ,an)'body 

Stapley,' "but she hasn 't done us ~~,$~1~:::· a?~:,::l~~1-:::- r.,~ .. ~ldo I, I m ldn 1 be out 
too much good the last couple of F t f' t. Y The Saints 46-13 last season 
years. She'sbeeninjuredalot" a.sU:i~eahi~r\52 last ytar, tops open the '84'campal n May 19 

The b, _l!d-throwing rlght-han- on the team She also led lhe with a 7:30 pm. dou~le-~tader 

I der was ~ ,.arly a one•man staff team in homers (161 and runs against the Phoenix Bobe, es m 
1n 1980 ;.z11e culm\nated her batted In (40) Sun City Stadium 
rookie se.~son wlth six victories The outfleld will consist of The Saints also will host the 
in the na\tonal tournament. one Barb Garcta, Carla Stearu and Phoenix Ramblers for a 7:JO 
a no-hitter Bit she •a, slowed Julle Gresley or Misty LaSal- p.m May 20 double-Mades. 
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Fred Kuentz, right, president of Del E. Webb Development Co., 
purchases Sl.000 worth of tickets for Sun City Saints games from 
Joe Davisson, left, the team's booster club president. With the two 
Is Helen Marie Stobar-Flory, booster club fl11ance director . 

Purchase of the tickets, which will be distributed lo Webb 
employees and in the area , Is the company's way of supporting "a 
real tradition in the Sun Cities," Kuenlz said Saints open their 
softball season May 19 at home (News-Sun pho to) 



1 ........ WEDNESDAY,MAY 9, 1tU 

Stadium to host tournament 
Tb naal roundl ol u,e Junior from all over AllltoD•• ,11ald 

01 •pie Girls rootpltcll lnvlta· Jobi )lcGonl&lt, eommiillOIIO• ym I Ill be held ol the lletro 1'1111tnll Amalellr ti'::.i!;"'::J"s'!.Ja1 ID Sun softball Assoelal!Da, sponsor ol 
Clly Stadium be&lll!'llll al 5:30 lb• tournament. 
p.m. Game• In u,e 12-and-under 

SOltbaU compeU n will be In division are Mil tor 5:30 p.a. 
three •&• dlvlal•- '' and un· eacb night wl1' lb• 15-and-UI· 
der, 15 and und•~ an4 11 and der group 1cba4!aled to play at 
uder-wllb the 19• teama wltb 1. Games ID Ille 11-and-111141,: 
tbt IIOII records' lrOIII round· division are sotlor I: 30. 
robin play advam:l•C to cham· Tickets ,old al the gate will 
plo:::u~n:~l=draipresented be ti.50 [or adults and 50 cents 
by 30 teams wtD be Pboents , lor cblldnD under 16. Proceeds 
Glendale, Tucson and Scotts· will be used to belp cover Iba 
dale. cntl ol tbe sun City Saints' trip 

"We bave drawn top teams lO tbe nauoaal tournament. 

Saints begip 
1984 seasofl" 

Sun CilJ Saillts will opH their 1984 
seuoa schedule of home ...- 1:IO p.m. 
May 191\ Sun City Sudium. 

The Sala\S. a young womea'• softball 
team wbieh linist.ed third in t11e nalioa last 
yea1', will play a minimum of 40 home pmes 

\ 

on ..-k•nd evening!. this su":'mer. 
'l'liley will bosl th• PIM,enlX Bobellft in 

tbe opeael', then em«uin lbe Pheellis 
R.amblenat 7::tO p.m. May 20. 

Tkket.a ue 11.50. Se..- tickdS, al $25. 
an available I.,.. SllinU ~t.er Club 

mentben. I Ann Loos, .,tic,e president. special pro· 
ject.s10111bad--• lor Del E. Webb 
Oefflope••t eo-,any. will lhro"' out. \M 
lirs\ ball In openinl nipl cerfl---· 

;;~ ;~!..~·:.: :~:e::~.'!;!'.:~ 

I 

Clark aad Michelle TltomU• who combined 
for 31 vic:l.OMH .... oaly 10 losses lut 

season. 
Ot.W ret.urnin1 ,,.-..,i. are Barb Gar• 

cia. Ma'1 Faure, .... Fellenz. Carla 
StearM. Helen And,..., Tammy McKin
ney ... Gay Turley. 

Newa,mers include piker Venita Holl.ai, 
catcher Julia Gresly a •lility player■ 
Shel'l'J' Benefield and Ka&,llryn Encarce1a. 
Wendy Johnson and OiaM Woodward will 

bet.he&eambatdrll-
'l'lle Bobettes, wlto h ...... the SainU. a 

..... toss tut ,ear to lweak a 22-game 
opening season win streak, have two 
lormer Sainls in~ \ineup--Becky Rice in 
Ute outfield and I.MAnn Easley at second 
baae- On the mOIIIIII will be Tanya Adrian, 
... sbul out tw $ainl5 last year, and 

Kallly WahrendorL 
Coached by Bob Border. the Bobettes 

lllllllked .econd ia die Copperstate League ... , .... 
will be behinii t.M plate and Sam Kigi.n· 

\ bot.ban, repHN•tin1 t.he Lions Clubs, will 

\ ~ ~na::-t.::~:.:• :..m b9 suag bJ Lucy 

Alt.hou1h com,-.d of high school 
"9n. t.he Raalller• pve Central 
ArillllOa and GlelMlale Community Col\ece a 
WIie earlier tllil ,ear, losinf to the 
.._., 4-J. and .,.Glendale. t-0 in 16 inn 

l Haya. 

\
;=~:::r:~::: 

ut,:MI' ... ,. Ra•. lhe 9°'e nmaiainl 
__..., .. the •iltft&l Saints ---- Alto. 
m1lf'IIIIII •Ill be out.fielder-shof'UIOlt Sude 
Gaw. wN la!. y.._r led t.he t.e- la hoae: 

~:.:. ~';991~l:: ~~ •!:'.: 
1.1521. &a NICI!. will be pilc!Mn Coau 

-"--- lhe kay plQ'en 1u11ler coach Bob 
s--•• dirediaa are pltl!Mr •Mike" 
Laa¥ltl-, oullilllhr Jane DoY1all, llrsl 
___.. Ka~Y ()ryer did is-year-old 

lllorlMP Vivian Hohn 



I 
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CHARLES AND HELEN MAR I E FLORY 

Newlyweds live 
in Sun City West 

Charles and Helen \1arie Flo- the Dearborn Bar Association 

a94~r;e~e~~ia,e~h~; __ i~~~1f: f:r~a~h~~~~c~ill United Presby· 
West, after a wedding April 27 ~trs. Flory. a Wayne State 
in St. Clement Church in Sun U n1versity graduate In social 
City. work, was a probate register of 

The bride ls the former Helen Wayne Coun ty probate court, is 
Marie Boyda $lobar of Sun a former l'.S. Navy WAVE, 
City, and formerly or Dearborn, llnancial director of the Sun 

~~~he ir~~ :i~d~,r;0:estha~!! g~~e5:t~~t~Vo~:~~:te~~ube, ti1e 
ts a former Dearborn resident Disabled American Veterans of 

Matron of hOnor wa!> Alice Glendale and the Glendale post 
Kane and best man y,as Wll of the American Legion 
11am Kane ho~~e~~r~~~:di~h~h~~:dl~teds' 

ra~~ori~· ~~~ rfr~~ve~~lsDde~~~~t cl~1daenJ to!~o~~~att:er~te~~s tbn~ 
College of Law, was a member bride, Henry and Bernard Boy• 
of the State Bar of Michigan, da 

·g·!f!IJ•BJ!Dfl 
MONDAY, MAY U, 1984 



\~P-orts ........ ~,..,., . .,.., .. 

\ s~~~!!' :e~~.~-~"" 
Rookies8t:~~ !tt!l:rplayed an Stapley calls Mlss Gresly "a 

I important part tn the success of real good agresslve catcher" 
the s n c·ty Saints who will be able to spell nlne

Plauyers1 like pitCher Michelle time All-America pick Marilyn 
Thomas and infielders Helen Rau behind the plate. 
Andrade and Mary Faure have MISS HOI.Al, Stapley said, is 
all made big contributions as a native of New Zealand who 
first-year players for the worn- played (or Glendale Community 
en's last-pitch softball team College this year. 

This year the rookies to watch Her addition wlll help fill the 
will be catcher-outfielder Julla void left by the departure of 
Gresly, pitcher Venita Hok.al Debbie Doom . Debbie, 10-3 last 
and outfielder Misty LaSalvia, a season and most valuable play
student at Tolleson Union High er In the 1980 national tourna• 
School. ment, plans to pitch for a Call· 

"LASALVIA IS very impres· fornia team tbls season, Stapley 

sive,'' said Gerald Stapley, who said. 
will handle the general manag• Miss Hotal "is a seasoned 
er duties this season after five thrower" despite her rookie sta· 
}'ears as coach. "She has speed, tus, said Stapley, and should get 
ball sense and a personallty a chance to prove herself imme• 
She's quite a gal," he said. dlately . 

KARMEN.JIOOTH "Of course, as a high school MISS THOMAS, ace of the 

may include rookies 
BARB GARCIA and Carla 

Stearns will make up two•thirds 

and bas been working on . a 
doctorate tn athletic admlnts
tratioo at the University of 
Utah. She also has experience 
as a visiting professor at Arii
ona State . 

pitching stafl, won't be availa
ble until the University of Okla· 
homa finishes its season, Sta
pley said Michelle. 17-6 in 1983. 

\ 15 ~~n~~!is~!::kc~~~~ ~i~f'proba• 

ol the regular ouUield Miss 
LaSalvia could win the other 
spot 

Miss Stearns teaches In Colo• 
rado, Stapley said, and won 't be 
available to the Saints for a 
couple of weeks Miss Andrade 
and )\iss Fellenz play for Arii
o_na Stale and Ar17.ona, re.spec• 
lively. and may be unavailable 
this weekend 

1 bly be absent when the Saints 
open their season at 7·30 pm 

\ ~ogda~Xst 1~hesu;ho~~\! ~~~!:fe~. 
\ Connie, 19·4 a year ago. pitches 

!or Central Antona, which 1s 

\ 
playing this weekend in the 
Nation_al Junior College Athletic 
Assoc1at1on tournament at 
Rockford. Ill 

The regular infield v,ill be 
unchanged from a year ago 
Back from the Saints' team that 
linished third in the nallonal 
tournament in Salt Lake City 
will be Miss Andrade ,th\rdl. 
Sutle Gaw tshOrtl. Karen Fel
leni lsecondl and Mtss Faure 
thrst ). 

IN ADDITION to Miss Doom . 
others who wlll nol return to the 
Saints this year Include Infield 
er Ann Beisse r and outfielders 
Pat Bova and Peggy Miranda 

The coaching switch was 
agreed to by Stapley and has 
created "no disruption ou the 
team." said Saints Booster Club 
President Joe l)avlsson 

Miss Booth served as an as· 
sistant to Stapley last season 

" SHE HAS extrememly good 
abilities in that area (coach· 
Ing i,'I said Davisson •·The 

~ho~~!'b~s :s~.e~~i;io~f i~h~i~~~ 
the national champions'h1p." 

The Sa ints claimed their only 
national title in 1979. 

Opening night ceremonies will 
be at 7 Ann Loos, a Del E. 
Webb Development Co vi ce 
president, will throw out the 
first ball Also taking part will 
be Loren Hayes, Sam Jllggin · 
botham and Burt Freirelch. 

The Saints w\11 host the Phoe· 
nix Ramblers for two games 
beginning at 7 .30 p rn Sunday 



M11'1li•tlT!!IM MONDAY, MAY 21 , "" 

Sam Higginbotham hits a pitch from Ann Loos Saints game Catcher Is Loren Hays and ump ire 
during opening ceremonies Saturday prior to Is Chet Lucas . (Photo by Morris Berman ) 
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Saints turn errors 
• 'into pair ol wins 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

It may have been a different 
method. but the result was the 
same as it had been lhe pre
vious night in Sun City Stadium 

j ine :sun t;1ty :samts Danged 
out 23 hits in beating the Phoe
nix Bobeltes 7-2 and 17-0 Satur
day. Sunday. they managed just 

I th_ree hits. all singles,_ lo escape 
with a pair of 3-0 victories m 
lront of 681 fast-pitch softball 
fans 

\ 

··.I think _we we.re a little laid. 
back after pounding the ball 
Saturday, ' said first-year 
Saints coach Karmen Booth 
"We didn't get out of here until 
about midnight. That makes it a 
little hard to turn around and 
come back " 

THE SAINTS, 4·0, scored sin
gle runs in each of the first 

~~~f: bi;~'~tse l~f h\~~s~p~~e~a~: 
I bier rlght•hander Mike Leavitt. 

In the bottom of the first, 

t ~1~\~ls~ :r::dst~fth s~~~r~u~eanned 

\ ~~;e:o~~t~~i;:rthJfvt~~r No~:~ 
fielded a Mary Faure grounder 
and threw wildly past first 
baseman Cathy Dryer 

Marilyn Rau then was issued 
an intentional walk and Helen 
Andrade followed wlth a sacri
fice fly to score Miss Benefield. 

THE SAINTS took a 2·0 lead 
in the second inning with anoth• 
er unearned run. 

Righl fielder Kathy Escarce• 
ga opened with a walk and 
scored via a pair of wild pitches 
from Miss Leavitt. 

The Saints scored their thlrd 
unearned run an inning later 
when Mary Faure reached base 
on an infield error and eventu• 
ally came home on another 
miscue. 

ROOKIE right•hander Venlta 
Hokal, meanwhile, hurled a no
hitter in only her second start 
for the Saints. She gave up Just 
five hits to pick up the victory 
in Saturday's season opener 

The 2l•year-old New Zealand· 
er, a student at Glendale Com· 
muntiy College, struck out nine 
and walked two 

Errors also cost the Ram
blers, 1·6, In the nightcap 

AN INFIELD error by Ram
bler third baseman Ann Rowan 
and walks to Miss Rau and Miss 
Faure filled the bases for the 
Saints in the first inning 

Pitcher Lisa Brady looked as 
though she would escape _un
harmed when M 1ss Benefield 
was forced at home for the · 
second out. 

She issued a bases•loaded 
walk to Miss Andrade, however, 
to score Miss Faure and )1\ss 
Rau scampered home when 
Miss Holm bobbled a Julie 
Gresly grounder at short. 

THE SAINTS wen! ahead 3-0 
in lhe (11th when Suzie Lad)·,. 
scored as the Ramblen tr ied to 
retire Miss Garcia, who had 
singled and purposely gotten 
into a run-down. 

Tami Campbell, a senior al 
Coronado High School in Scott$• 
dale, allowed just one hit, a 
liflh •inning single, to pick up 
the victory. It was the second 
win In as many nights for Tam), 
who hurled a two•hltter In the. 
17-0 shutout of the Bobettes on. 
Saturday 

That game ended after five: 
lnnings due to the lO•run rule. 

The Saints will host the Phoe• 
nix Peppers Saturday in a 7: 30' 
pm . double-header Tucson'5i 
Dave LaCompte Sporting Good:i 
will be m town Sunday 

\Connie Clark shines in tourney 
Pilcher Connie Clark wasn't 

In a Saints' unilorm over the 
weekend, but she was making 

i~~:g~n \~~g~atron:f pJO~~Wr i~t 
lege Athletic Association soft
ball tournament at Rocklord. 
Ill 

Connie blanked t:rov.-der 
1Mo.) Junior College 2-0 in the 
title game as Central Arizona 

I captured its hrst NJCAA cha m• 
p1onshlp 

I She had 13 strikeouts In that 
contest and 68 tor the touma· 

ment 
Connte led Greenway High 

School to a pair of state cham
pionships ln 1982 and '83, but 
was overlooked last spring by 
major colleges 

She was the su rprise of the 
Saints· pitching staff last sea
son. posting a 0.56 earned•run 
average and 19·4 mark In 33 
games 

Connie and left-hander Mich-

elle Thomas should be in um· i. 
form for the Saints soon. That .lJ 
leaves coach Karmen Booth ,, 
with a pleasant problem-what 
to do with Venita Hokai. who il 
won a pair of games for the •J 

Saints over the weekend. ' 
··Until I see my other pitches~ 

I don'l knO'<lli whal I'll do.· 
Karmen said Sunday. "We' ll ) 
Just have to wait " 1 

: j 



MONDAY, MAY 21, 1984 NEWS-SUN 

Sun City Saints second bueman Karen Fellenz h111 frut fan in Stadium es the Saints opened their season with four straignt 
2-yMr•old nelce Angela. shown htrt In • mini Stints uniform wins In double-headers against Phoenix' Bobettes and Ram 
watching her favorite player Saturclay ev1111ne In Sun City biers. (Story, 81). !Photo by Morris Berman) 

I 
I 
I 
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SPORTS 
Hot Peppers 
meet Saints 

The Sainl5 will h09t Tucson's Dave L• 
~~pte Sportinr Goods in a May 27 twin• 

Sun City Saints will ent.ertain t.he 
Phoenix Peppers in • women's softball 
doubleheader 7:30 p.m. May 21 at Sun City 
Stadium. 

Sun City Pom Pom Girls will entertain 
between pmes May 2&. 

Game tickets are Sl.50, but seuon 
tickets for 22 dales, are available from 

Booster Club members for $25. 
The Peppers won the ASA Cius B state 

title last year with a 48•9·1 retard. They 
woa the reP,nal championahipa in 1982. 

Coathed by Herb Brakefitld, the tHm 
boasts a pair of lop hurlen in Gayle Van 
Der Linden, who pitched four no-hilt.en 

\ ~,:ued-:mp,..28 
1n rejpOM,I compelition in its •re group lut 
year. They were <14·8. 

'-Seven of the players from lut year's 
AAA champion Saparo Hip ~hool t.eam 
are on our squ.d,N Hys coach Joe Funl.es, 
··and four of them wne named all-stale or 

I .i1-a1,.· 

400 hitter, plays ahortatop when she's not 

' pi~:~nta, who opeNd tltelr aeuon last 
weekend. build an olfense around the bat.s 

last year, and Lori White, who compiled a 
21-1 record at Cactus High School in 1983. 

La Compt.e won the 18-year and under ti
tle in the Glendale Invitational Tournament 
at Sun City Stadium earlier in May. The 
team won the state title and finished lourth 

Continued on page Z7 

In this ll"OUP are hurlers Chris Liethty 
114-2) and Nickie Sandstede U2-0L first 

baseman Susan Hammer and third bueman 
Mickie McBride. Both Hammer and 

McBride hit over .400 last year. with Ham
mer belting 11 homers. Liechty, anot.her 

peeled to join the club by the end of the 
month, and Connie Clark. 

1 of Sm6e Gaw, Marilyn Rau and Mary 
Fa_ure. Defensively, they eount on the pit: 
ch1n1 arms of lUchelle Thomas. who is e• 

Kumen Booth, who assisted Gerald 
Stapley last year. takes over the eo.ehin1 
duties this year. Stapley will handle the 
dub's business affairs as general manapr. 

Moy 
Moy 
May 
May 
Jun• 
June 

June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
July 

Saints 
schedule 

19 Phoenix Bobettes 
20 Phoenix Ramblers 
26 Phoenix Peppers 
27 Dave loCompe 

2 Phoenix Royals 
3 Phx Metro 

All-Stars 
5 North Missouri Cls 
6 North Missouri CTs 
9 Tucson Playmakers 

10 Phoenix Devils 
16 Phoenix Westerners 
17 Phoenix Travelers 
23 Phoenix Blues 
2, Phoenix Blues 
30 San Diego Astros 

1 San D.ago Astros 
July 6-1 Webb Tournament 
July " Calif Silverstreoks 
July 15 Calif Silverstreaks 
July 17 ot Vancouver 

-22 tournament 
July 28 California Bla1ers 
July 29 Colifornlo Blaiers 
Aug. ' Phx Apaches 
Aug. 5 Phx Stars 
Aug, 17 National 

H-l111-i--!~~~~f1.JO pm 



/SP-orts 
1Pitchers' return 
I By STEVE HAWLEY lers Venita Hokal and Tamara day's nightcap as the Salnls 

Sports Editor Campbell, Both righl-handers again triumphed 3-0. The night 
Karmen Booth Is laced with a are 2-0. before she gave up JUsf Jwo hits 

problem, but It's one she can Miss Hokai, a native ol New m a 11_-0 Sainls' victory over the 
easily live with. Zealand who attends Glendale Phoenix: Bobeltes 

The llrst,year coach ol lhe Community College, hurled a Michelle. an assistanl softball 
Sun City Saints has lo dec_,de ••:hiller Jasi Sunday as the coach at the University ol Okla
how she'll work a pair ol 1m- Samts beat lbe Phoenix Ram- homa, JS commg oil a 17-6 
presslve rookies into a pitching biers 3-0 in the first game of a season for the Saints. "ho (Jn. 
stall that already has two out- double-header In two complete !Shed third m the 1983 women's 
standing arms. games _she has_ allowed just one national last-pitch sollball lour-

Michelle Thomas and Connie run while stnkmg out J4. nament. 
Clark will be in a Samts' uni- "She was lhrqwlng real hard The hard-throwing fell -hander 
form for the first lime this and hilling spots," said Kar- struck out J39 batters _in 144', 
season when the Phoenix Pep- men !nnings last season while post
pers visit Sun City Stadium for MISS CAMPBELL, a senior mg an impressive o 73 earnedI • double-header al 7'.JO p.m, at Scottsdale's Coronado High run average I today School, pitched a one-hitter GIVEN THE opportunity lo 

THEY WILL join rookie hur- againsl the Ramblers in Sun- pitch regularly for the first time 

....... SATURDAY,MAY26, 198' 

\ b o l~l !:~_ ~~~--~·~:~:~~i!!~_.:~t::~J~;;:~:~,!~ 
challenge The former Green- er · Her 68 strikeouts for freshman ,e 

~~tHl~~:~~~:ln~~: mo~de .i:~ :~:e1~:~1m~natr:!~ as~'.J,0~t •11 F~~~•~EPPERS rne ::-: 
Saints' pitcher, 33 , and was 19-4. For no ~ "in rotation" last season and won the cla b\' 

The right-hander had a 0.56 use all fou uld be a change over state title The.Y are ledndeO 
ERA and struck out 193 baU•!rS That wo h n former coach pitchers Gayle Van Der LI 

j in 11s•, lnniags. Her II shutouts ~::afci''it.;,e; basically relied and Lori White , 
were tops on the staff. on two starters. The Saints will host Tucson s 

I Conme was not offered a KARMEN ALSO said she Dave La Comple Sporling 
I scholarship by any of the big plans more moves f!k\t~!' Goods for a 7:30 Sunday doubl•-

sch.ools last year and has shown ,,hich saw regular flrjl 3 header 
the likes of Ari:iona Sta~e that man Mary Faure mov to sec- Due La Compte. 44-8 last I they may have m. ad.ea mistake. ond for a.game last Sundald .,1 year •on !he Glendale lnvlla-

LAST WEEK In Rockford. , .. t'l~0m~~eit 1~:~• ~~e d~1re~enl tlona'I h~our~~~t~nl 
1
f'~~end Cf1~ 111 Connie led Anzona Central P130 in case someone gets her. t 1s 

lo 'the National Ju_nior College ~ ace~ Stadium 
Athletic Assoc1at1on softball urt ______ _ 



....... TUESDAY.MAY lt, 199' 

1 Saints keep rolling 
I No-htUers are supposed lo be ahead 10-0. The game was beader In the sl_adlum The 

something special, bul they called after the ltllh-lnntng run Saints will e■lerlam .the Phoe• 
have become routine lor lbe due lo the to-run ruie. nix Metro Allslars In a 7:10 
Sun City Saints early in their Miss Escarcega bas been a p.m. Sunday twin-bill 
1984 women's fast-pitch softball surprise lo Saints' !ans who Tbe Saints were scheduled lo 
season. hadn't seen the Calllornian play play the PbOenix Royals Satur-

Connle Clark hurled a !Ive- belore lbis season. day. The Royals bad scheduling 
Inning no-hitter belore Michelle SHE WAS the leading bitter problems and were replaced by 
Thomas and Tamara CampbeU tbls past season lor Arizona the Dusters. 
turned for another as the State, where she drew the atten· 
Saints swept a double-header lion of Saints' Coach Karmen 

\ from oave La Compte Sporting Booth. 
Goods Sunday, 10-0 and 8-0, to "She's not a sleeper," said 
climb to 8-0 • Karmen. "l knew what 1 was 

Venita Hokai threw a no- getting when l asked Iler to 
hitter for the Saints May 20. play. She's a power hitter and 

\ 
THE SAINTS grabbed a 3-0 has excellent hitting skills." 

lead against the Tucson squad Miss Clark, mating ber lirsl 

I 
in Sunda_y_'s Hrsl game before start. struck out 13 and walked 
P1 tans m Sun City Stadtum to one. seal the victory. IN THE nightcap. Helen An· 

Lead-off hitter Barb Garcia drade's two-run single In the 
reached on a bunt single and second gave the Saints all the 
moved to second base on Karen runs they needed 
Fellenz· sacrUic~. Barb then Sherry Benefield also singled 
advanced to third as Mary home a run m tbe second and 
Faure grounded out and scored 'he Saints scored three more 
when Dave La Compte's Kris times in the third to move 

1 Leichty unloaded a wild pitch. ahead 6-0 . Michelle worted 
~arilyn Rau and Tammy Mc- three innings _and struck out 

Kinney scored on a _pair of five before glvmg way to Miss 
1 

outfield errors to make 1t 3-0 Campbell, who pitched the llnal 
THE SAINTS took a 4-0 lead lour innings and got the victory. 

ln tbe second when rookie Ka- On Saturday, the Saints beat 
thy Escarcega tripled for her the Phoenix Peppers 5-2 and 4-3. 
hnl of three hits during the MICHELLE pitched the Hrst 
aame and scored on an infield game and struck out 15 batters. 

\ 

error . Miss Hokai struck out eight in 
The Sunls added three runs the nightcap. 

In the thtnl, two in the fourth The Sain_ ls_ host the ouster• tn 
and one in the Hilb to move a J:30 pm Saturday double· 
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Saints to host Dusters 
By STEVE HAWLEY 

Sports Editor 
The Sun City Saints will put 

their perfect record on the line 
when they host the Phoenix: Dus-I ters in a 7:30 p.m. double-header 
today at Sun City Stadium. 

The Saints, 8-0, come into to
day's action off a double-header 
sweep of Tucson's Dave La 
Compte Sporting Goods. I Connie Clark hurled a no-hit
ter as the Saints drubbed Dave 
La Compte 10-0 in last Sunday's 
first fast-pitch softball game. The 
10-run rule ended that game 
after five innings. 

MICHELLE Thomas and Ta
mara Campbell teamed to hurl 
another no-hitter as the Saints 

took the nightcap, 8-0. 
Both Michelle, an assistant 

softball coach at the University 
of Oklahoma, and Connie, who 
pitched for national junior col
lege champion Central Arizona 
this spring, made their season 
debuts for the Saints last week
end and appeared in mid-season 
form 

"Michelle had been pitching 
batting practice at Oklahoma all 
spring," said coach Karmen 
Booth, "and Connie got in plenty 
of work for Central Arizona," 

PERHAPS THE biggest sur
prise of the early season has 
been infielder-outfielder Kathy 
Escarcega, who will take a team 
leading .545 batting average into 

today's action. She also boasts a 
hefty .954 slugging percentage 
with 21 total bases in 22 at-bats. 

Miss Booth said she recruited 
Kathy after watching her play in 
February for the Arizona State 
softball team. 

"She's an excellent hitter," 
Karmen said of the 19-year-0ld 
Californian, who will be a sopho
more when she resumes studies 
at Arizona State. "She's also 
valuable because she can play 
several positions.'' 

THE SAINTS could face their 
toughest test of the season Sun
day when they host the Phoenix 
Metro All.Stars for a 7:30 p.m. 
double-header. 

The All-Stars feature many of 
the top players ln the Phoenix 
~etro League, including catcher-
1nflelder DeDe Siradon of the 
Dusters. Other top Phoenix play
ers on the All-Stars include 
shortstop Nina Parker of the 
Dancers and Peppers first base
man Lori "Rabbit" Roberts. 

The Saints won 't get much 
time off after this weekend. They 
return to action Tuesday when 
the North Missouri CTs visit 
Sun City. 

THE CTS will play the Saints 
at 7:30 p.m. before taking on the 
Phoenix Blues at 9. On Wednes
day the CTs will play the Blues 
at 7:30 and the Saints at 9. 

' •View• t••,-••w, ,,-■e 7, 1984 NEWS-SUN 

Saints gear up for Sinnerama 
The Sun City Saints will 

present their annual vanety 
show, Slnnerama, featuring lo
cal entertainers at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday at Sun City Stadium. 

The Spielmannszug, a Ger 
man .American drum and bugle 
corps, will present the Colors 
Guest soloist Lee Walker, re
tired minister of the First Pres• 
byterian Church, will play The 
National Anthem on the trum 
pet. 

Rose Schwartz, Booster Club 
\'lCe pres1dL•nt, will present her 
stud1mts 1n aerobic routines 

Shriwing off c.ome of their 
11.:w costume.~ and routines will 

be the Sun Cities Pom Poms, clarinet and sax; Jack Low• 
who have marched in Orange man, trumpet and Ellen Low
Bowl parades and appeared on man, piano. Rouvalis and Ellen 
national television and at Lowman will sing. 
many civic and private parties. Also featured will be the 

Art Tabbert will present a Kiss-a-thon during which the 
special dance number with his Saints sell kisses for $1. Assist• 
"girl friend." mg them will be Channel 12's 

Dick Jaynes, who recently Jerry Foster, who also will 

~
1
1?v:/iih~n P~~!m~uGa~,~ !:~do~h~,;'ek~T1t~~1J.2 ~1i~°te 

will sing a tenor solo. Sainl<1' general manager, Ger 
Filling the air with all-time aid Staple} 

favorite melodies will be the The event's emcee and chair 
Sounds of Swing. a combo com• man, Lucy Hayli', who recent!} 
pnsed of George Rouvalis, played Babe in Tht! Pa.1,ww 
bass; Ken Hugo. drums; Mel Gamt-. will sing- some special 
Rusn, trombone; Bill Jone,;, songs. 

I . Tickeb- at $1.. are available. 
from Boo:-1t (>r Club member:;;, at 
ull Umted Bank;, or at lhe 

I gflW The event is a benefit fo1 
the :iamu' team and tnwel 
l'XJ)(•n,ses. 
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Saints make most 
By STEVE HAWLEY 

Sport.a Editor 
Victories have come easy for 

he Sun City Saints this season 
So maybe it 11houldn't come as 

a surprise when coach Karmen 
mth considers the Saints' 7-0 
Vln against the Phoenix Metro 
\.II-Stars Sunday a triumph ove1· 
•dversity 

"I was proud of the fact they 
~ould come back and close out 
.he game," she said. "ll was a 

pretty good matchup." 
THE WIN before 1,000 fans m 

Sun City Stadium compl(•ted a 
Saints' doub le-header sweep of 
the All-Stars and upped their 
fast.pitch softball record to 12-0. 
The Saints also swept a double
header from the Phoenix Dusters 
Saturday, 9-2 and 8-0. 

The Saints scored their win 
ning run of Sunday's openel' 
when Barb Garcia s,ored from 
second on a first-inning .single by 

Karen Fellenz 
Barb. the Saints' leadofT bat 

ter. reach{·d fi rst on an infield 
error and stole second before 
Karen's game,wmning hit. 

THE SAINTS added a pair of 
unearned runs m the third in 
ning to move ahead 3-0 

They made it 5-0 in the fifth 
on a run,scoring ground out by 
M:mlyn Rau ·and Kathey Escar 
cega's sacrifice fly, 

Winning pitcher MichellP 

of All-Star mistakes 
Thoma~. 2-0, went the distance 
and gave up JUst two hits. The 
left hander ~truck out eight All 

I Stars. 
GAY_LE \'an_derlinden held 

thl' Sarni, to Just one hit-a 
1>ingle by 'diss Garcia -through 
thn .. -c innm~s or the ni~htcap 

~f~oi•: t~~e~{t~ta';1:Stakes again 

In the fourth , Suzie Gaw 
reached first base when catcher l Amy Berberick dropped a rou 

tine pop-up, advanced to ~>cond 
on a ,;;acrifice and scored the 
winnin~ run when Mi~s EJ1carce
ga smgled. 

Miss Ei;carcega later came 
home on a pas~ ball and Ga) 
Turley made it 3-0 with a single 
that scored Tammy McKinney 

'fHE SAINTS added four 
runs in the fifth, two coming on 
a base hit by Heh•n Andrude, to 
take a 7-0 lead 

Right handN lonnif' Clar·k. 2 

0, picked up the win. She gave 
up Just two hits-both in the 
sixth inning-and t;lruck out 11 
batters 

The Saint! will host the North 
Missouri CTs at 7:30 p.m. Tues 
day m Sun City Stadium, The 
CT!i also will play the Phoenix 
Blues at 9 

Mis.s Booth said Michelle will 
start Tuc~day's game against thf' 
CT, 

l 
I 

1 



CT s to open series 
against 12-0 Saints 
The North Missouri CTs will compete this weekend in a 

women's fa ~t -pitch softball tournament in Las Vegas, Nev. 
But before they complete their journey to Las Vegas, the 

CTs will fight tough odds by taking on the unbeaten Sun City 
Saints 

The Saints, 12-0, will play the CTs at 7:30 p.m. today in 
Sun City Stadium. The CTs and Phoenix Blues will _meet at 9. 

The CTs will be in town again Wednesday mght for two 
games, playing the Blues and Saints at 7:30 and 9, respectively, 

Saints Coach Karmen Booth said she will start Michelle 
Thomas in tonight 's opener. Newcomer Bonnie Kraemer will 
gel the_call Wednesday, Mi~s Booth said. 
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SPORTS 
Michelle, 2-0, gave up Just two hits and struck out eight m 

a 5-0 win Sunday over the Phoenix Metro All-Stars. Bonnie 
hurled an 8-0 shutout against the Phoenix Dusters Saturday in 
her pitching debut for the Saints. 

The CTs, coached by Nanetta Carter, were 21-14 last year. 
The St. Joseph, Mo., squad is led by 16-year veteran Linda 

Rapp and pitcher DeOnne Sederburg, who played for the 
Uni versity of Missouri last year 

Saints face 
all-stars 

An opponent for June 10 had not yet been 
determined by pNu time. 

The Saints increaHd their win streak to 
12 games by winning two doubleheaders 
last weekend. They defeated the Phoenix 
Dusten, 9-2 and 8-0, June 2 and shut out 
the Metro All-Stars, 5-0 and 1.0, June 3. Winner of the May Junior Olympic Girls Fast-Pitch 

In vitationa l tournament in Sun City Stadium, the Blues are led 
by pitcher Lucy Casares and catcher Kathey Hicks. 

Sun City Saint.a, who are playing a team 
from Mlucurl June 6, won't have much rest 
before taking on the Tuuon Playmakers In 
a 7:30 p.m. doubleheader June 9 at Sun City 
Stadium, The Playmaker■, who won 15 of lheir 

The Blues also have several college players on their roster, 
incl uding outfi elders Cheryl Persinger and Kelly Prendergrass 
(Arizona State) and shortstop Tracy Almhjell (Arizona). 

firat lfli gamH thi. Nuon, have won the 
Ariton• Parka and R«reaUon ueoc:lation 
and the El Barrio tournaments thla year. 

Among the key playen .,. plt.chen 
DenlM Gorman, choeen moat nlueble 
player In the 1983 regionala; hurler Elma 
Rude, all-conlennc• at Pima Community 
College: and two former Salnta, -=ond 
baaeman Kathy Goni.aln and llnl baeeman 
Rocky LaRote. known H Rocky Rocken
lield whlle playln1 for the S&lnt.a. 

The Phoenix Devils were originally 
tcheduled lor JuM 10, but can<ellecl to pu-· 
tidpale in a Lu Vegu t.ournament. 

The Saints threw two DO-hhten at Dave 

I. 

LaCompte Sportinl" Gooda May 27. Connie 
Clark, maldng Mir 1984 pitching debut. fac• 
ed only HJ batters In the five-inning opener, 
won by the Salata, 10-0. Clark walked ona 
and fanned 13 batten, 

In the second same, Tami Campbell pick
ed up her third win by pitching the final 
four lnnlnge ill NIJel of starter Michelle 
Thomu. Thomas pitched thr" perfect Jnn• 
inp. lanning lln ol tM nlen batter. aha 
faced. 

Thomu mact. her .. uon debut in the 
May 26 opeNr a11inat the Phoenix Pepera, 
allowl.Ag three hit.a in a 5·2 win She struck 
Continued on page 23 

SPORTS 
I Continued from page 22 

out IS and walked one. 
Venetia Hokal won her third In the 

nightcap as the S11int1 rallied to win. 4-3. 

Through May 27, Saint• pltchan had 
allowed only one earned run In 52 inning• 
for an ERA of 0 ,13. 

Rookle Kathy E.carcega had the hot bat 
that weekend with nine hlt1 In 13 trip• to 
the plate. She had two doublH. three 
triplH and four runa batted in. Marilyn Rau 
had four hiUI in seven at bat.I , Including two 
double■, a triple end two run ■ batted In 

Game tickets are Sl.50 or S25 for a 22 
punch aeuon tkkat A card holder can have 
u many hola, punched--or used --per night. 
That way, a fan can brlnr an entU-. family I ~numerou1 gueat• all on 1ust one card 



Saints set 
variety show 

Sun City Sain\l will preNDI tlleir annu•I 
SUIMram& variaty Ibo• IHturiDg local 
ant.ert.ainen 7:30 p.m. June 11, at Sun City 
Stadium, llllk ud Cru,d AveaUN. 

The event will , .... m_., for t.eam and 
inv.l eapeUH \0 tq,unaa,nH 

TN German-AINrican drum ud bugle 
cerp. Spirtlmuuburs, wUI pre••t the col• 
OH and Dr . LN w ....... ret.ind mbuller of 
Finl PNlb)'\erlH Church, will pr .. at a 
&nmpetaolo. 

Entertainment iDcludN Roae Schwartz 
and her NrObk audeata pertorming 
rou\inn and Corrine LnUe and tha Pom 
Poma . Art Tabbert wW bl S.atured 1n a 

dl l .EWS-SUN WEDNESDAY , JUNE 6, 1984 



I Pucker up: Sun City Saints 
are prepared to thrill you 
during 'Kiss-a-thon' event 

SUN CITY - A "Kiss-a- kiB8es and Stapley sold $180. 
thon," where members of the The Sinnerama, which wi!J 
Sun City Sainte amateur help pay the team's travel 

ki~:"r:, s:t:;le:.a:m Si,!! ~i«i::i:det~e~r;~:~:t~ 
among the highlights of"Sin• :'!n~~~:,i~:~zu~

1
~a ~~rd-

enveernatmfao•r" th•• tefuanmd-raatis7i .. n3g 
0 bugle corps - the Sun City 

p.m. Monday at Sun City Pom Porns, the Sounds of 
Stadium. Swing band, and Dr. Dick 

AJso selling kisses will be Jaynes, a ajnger. 
Gerald Stapley, the Saints' Tickets are $1 and are 

J'::~: amKP1X:TVdcJh;~ b~:i!ac~:e~t 8}~~,::itei~~~! 
nel 12) penonality. Booster Club members and 

In last year's "KiBB-a- at the gate the night of the 
_th_o_n..c.,'_' _F_oo_te_r_ao_l_d_ $_2_00_i_n_ pe_rt_orm_a_n_ca_. ______ , 



AN ENTHUSIASTIC FAN, .... of.,_ die S.. City Salata• leleviaioa: pttnCIIWI
IJ Jerry P' ...... , II aboal le...,.. ..... la.. Cuuel 12 wNtherm&a-Wkopt.er pilot 
dlll'lnc U. recent. X.-A-Thoa. Several •IUldNd dolllln ._.. ralNd dwtq t.bl Sabat.a 

I 8oolw Club'• Sbu,.,. ... ,_. w ... 1 U.PNIN, ..... Salala pll,c:Mt r.allie Clark 
amootblll&llecbNkof1UPP7lu . ....._..,.._....._ 
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CTs receive cool 
By STEVE HAWLEY 

Sports Editor 
The North Missouri CTs came 

west to play the Sun City Saints. 
And after facing the strong 

left arm of Michelle Thomas 
Tuesday, they found their bat• 
ting av('rages had gone south. 

Michelle, J.Q, gave up Just two 
hits and struck out nine as the 
Saints kept their perfect fast 
pitch sortba\l record intact with 
a 9·1 victory in Sun City Stadi• 
um 

IN A SECOND game, the 
Phoenix Blues blanked the CTs 

11-0 
The Saints, who entered the 

game W1th a hefty ,340 team 
batting average, were held hit 
less in only one inning, the first, 
by losing pitcher DeOnn Seder
berg. 

Saints' left fielder Kathy Es
carcega got things gomg in the 
second with a leadotT triple and 
trotted home when Suzie Gaw 
doubled to right. 

SHERRY Benefield made it 
2-0 with an infield single that 
scored Miss Gaw. Miss Benefield 
later moved to third on an error 

and scored on Julie Gresly's one
out grounder. 

ad1~dt~h[~:~~r;h:u~!i:sta~~~ 
6-0 lead 

Miss Gaw opened the bottom 
of the inning with a double and 
remained at second as Miss 
Benefield reached base on an 
error by CTs' shortstop Laura 
Smith. 

VENITA HOKAI'S ground 
out moved both runners up a 
base and set the stage for a 
peculiar fielding play. 
• Helen Andrade beat a pitch 

\ welcome from Saints 
tine fly ball in right, spoiling 
Michelle's shutout bid \ ~~~el~~rc:~;:e;npzit7to~r~~~~ 

\ h~:::!,~~:1~~: t;1hr~eba:~::~ 
Rita Rice and right fielder Taryn 

\
, Taulbee, who was backing up the 

play. By the time anyone could 
chase down the ball, all three 
runners had scored to give the 

I Saints a 6•0 lead. 
Miss Gaw's second homer of 

the i.eason, a three-run shot to 
center field, madt> it 9-0 in the 

MICHELLE CAME within 
ty;o outs of po:;lmg her second I fifth 

shutout of the season, but two 
errors, one of her own doing, put 
North Missouri on the score
board 

Miss Smith hit a pop-up to 
open the top of the seventh, but 
Michelle called teammates off 
the ball before dropping it for an 
error. Miss Sederberg followed 
with the second single off Mich 
elle to move Miss Smith to sec
ond 

Debbie Lopez moved both run
ners up with a sacrifice bunt and 
Miss Smith scored when Miss 
Escarcega then dropped a rou-

Blues 11, CTs 0 
The Blues grabbed .1 4-0 lead 

in the first before adding SC\'(•n 

second-in ning runs 
Lucy Casarez, winning pitch 

:hn~e~!r 1~e:n?!~t!~ ~~~:eb~~~s 
ingout 11 

THE BLUES and CTs will 
meet again at 7:30 pm. todny in 
Sun City Stadium. The CTS thtm 
will take on the Saints at 9 

Bonnie Kraemer, l 0, is slated 
to start for the Saints. 
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I 
1Blues1 Saints 
I By STEVE HAWLEY 

Sports Editor 

I fotT:~~~~~~ :;iii:°t~1;1~;tn:0i~e~ 
St. Joseph, Mo., team, which also 
dropped a 14-1 decision to the 
Blues Wednesday. 

THE SA INTS, who will en 
teitain the Tucson Play makcrs 
Saturday. looked like they might 
pick up where they left off Tues
day when they rolled to a 9-1 

losing pitcher DeOnn Sederberg. 
A bunt by "fary Faure moved 

both runners up and Kathy Es
carcega, who entered the game 
with a team-leading .500 batting 
average, lofted a sacrifice fly to 
right that scored Miss Benefield 
and gave the Saints a 1-0 lead. 

Las Vegas, Nev., fast-pitch soft
ball t.ournamenl this weekend 

Whal they found instead were 
wrecking crews in the form of 
the Sun City Saints and Phoenix 
Blues 

The Saints, 14-0, defeated the 
CTs 4 1 Wl'dnesday in Sun City 
Stadium. It was their second 
victory in as many da1·s over the 

Win 
Rookie Sherry Benefield 

opened the bottom of the first 
inning for the Samts with a 
single and stole second before 
Karen Fellenz was walked by 

A FOURTH-INNING single 
by Suzie Gaw put the Saints on 
top 2-0, but North Missouri an• 
swered with a run in the fifth off 
right-hander Bonnie Kraemer 

Miss Sederberg opened the 

/ 
rough up CTs 

one point this s_eason 

\ tiflh inning w1th a single, mo,·ed 
to i;econd on a ground out and 
scored when Patti Gerhardt 

1 stroked a base hit to left 
The Saints seored twice in the 

\ fi fth to move ahead 4-\. Miss 
\ E:scarcega scored on . Carla 

Stearns' ground out, which also 
1 advanced M1~ Gaw to third 

Miss Gaw, who had reached ba_te 
on a double , :,cored whe~ Miss 
Sederberg dropped a routtne pop 
fly near the mound 

\ MISS KR AEMER, 2-0 , 

f.truck out seven batters. 
Miss Scderberg, who lost to 

the Saints Tuesday night, struck 
out five 

The Saints may find then:i
!.elvcs in a fight to keep their 
perfect record .intact ~hen the 
Playmakers v1s1t Sun City Stadi
um Saturday for a 7:30 p.m 
double-header 

THE TUCSON squad, winner 
of lust year"s Amateur Softball 
Association regional tournament 
in Spn City Stadium, was 15-1 at 

Pitcher Oemse Gorman, voted 
most valuable player in the '83 
regional, heads a Playmaker.ro& 
ter that lists two former Saints, 
infielders Kathy Gonzah•s and 
Rocky LaRose 

Blues 14, CTs 1 
Cheryl Persinger's inside the 

park grand :s lam highlighted ,m 
eight-run second innmtt for the 

BIWi~ni.ng pitcher Ci.1,dy Sulli 
nn gave up just one hit. 
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Pitcher finds home 
By STEVE IIAWLE\ 

Sports Edi tor 
There are a lot of ,imilariti, 

between softball pitcher Cnnnte 
Clark and Debbie Dc,om. 

Bolh are h,11tl-thro,\ir1~ r ght 
hander:-; 

Both wE're -; landouts 5 ,\rit 
0 11 0 h igh ,chool pllchns. 

BOTH I .ED thei1 collego snll 
ball team'> to national tith•s thi
spring 

And both wrre good enou~h to 
wear a Sun City Saints' uniform 
before they celtbratNI their 17th 
birthcfoy, 

When Debbie ne:: red the enJ 
of her !iC' t1i or year at Tempe's 
M!.:Clinlotk High School in 1981, 
the big-name schools Wt' l t 
knockin~ at hl'r door, n•:1d_v lo 
present their -.ales p1kh 

BUT AS graduat ion d ,1y 
neared :1l Phoenix's Gn.•c•11v.11v 
Ili1-:h ~i.:hool ill ·s:1, COllllll' didn\ 

find hc1 _.Jf in lhl' same situa 
11011 She v.as thi: one doing the 
knocki11g 

Connie ra id Arizona and Ariz• 
,ma Shte ]i,:tent>d, but neither 
offe1·e{I a lull ,Lh letic scholar• 
:-hip. 

So the rnngy youngster, who 
led Greenway to consecutive 
,tate high !'rhool championships 
in 1982 and '83, dl'cided to spe nd 
her fre,hman yenr at Central 
\riz,.na Co11 C'ge in Coolidge. 

• 11 WAS kind of disappointed," 
Connil' ,:aid of bt>1ng overlooked 
hy Al'i1.0na and Arizona Stale. 

J'v1' talkl•d to both recently. I 
told thrm my d"cic:ion was to go 
1,1 CMtrnl ugain 

"I don't know what I'll do 
r1ftn that," ~hl' added "I'd like 
to go to u California school, I 
think 

Con 11 i1• lt>d Crntral Arizona to 
il!I fit ,t natinn:11 junior college 

J at Central 
the difTer~nce. l feel stronger and 
that should help in the long run. 

"I'm also quicker now from 
1 thro~· ing e,·ery day." 

Samti:> Coach Karnwn Booth 
al~ notices a difference in Con I nie over last year 

" HER PITC HIN G has 
changed tremendously, K. armen 
-;a1d . 

"Her ball 1,; v·cry dcce1vmg. It 

I look,. like ~ht> isn't u,.1ng an~ 
t ffort' 

With Debbie and left.hander 
Mi~hr\le Thomas bothered by in. 
Ju r1e1 part of last season, 1t was 
up to Conme to pick up th~ 
sla1:k 

S11 E LED the Saints hurle r:. 
111 appearances l33l, inning,; 
p1lchcd (175.2) and wins (191 
Connie',. 0.55 e.:irnt:d run aver• 
age tied ht>r with Dt"hh1e for the 
team lead in th,1t department 

Although Debbie who led 

UCLA to the women\ College 
Wo rl d Series title last 
month-isn't wi th the Saints this 
season (she opted to play for a 
California team), Connie proba 
bly will not see as much duty as 
she did in '83 

Rather than re ly on two or 
three pitchers to shouldt•r the 
load, Karmen has divided the 
work a mong five hurlers so for 
this season 

" I FEEL it's good for me 
Uccause I've been pitching since 
September," said Connie. •·A lit• 
tie break 1:. ml't' " 

The Saints also will ho,.t the 
Smg High Ea~le-s 111 ll 7:30 pm 
Sunday double header 

softball championship last 
month in Rockford, 111. A win in 
the title game boosted her tour• 
nament mark to 3 1. She also 
struck out 13 batl(>rs in that 
contest. 

D~S PI TE A busy spring, 
Conme has shown no signs of 
fatigue for the Saints, 14-0 

She will take a 2-0 mark into 
today's 7:,10 pm doubJe.hender 
with the Tucson Plavmakers at 
Sun City Stadium. Ill 15 inning,. 
of work she ha,;; allowed no run~ 
on just two hits and has fanned 
31 batters. 

Connie t-aid she feels stronger 
this season and credits the in 
creased ~Lrength to the phy;;icnl 
conditioning program at Central 
Connie snid she ua<; required lo 
do a lot of running and pitching 
there, even during the offsea~on. 

"THE RUNI\ING has 
helped," said Connie. "I can tell 

CONNIE CLA RK 
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Saints lose/ yet 
Bv STEVE HAWLEY 

· Sports Editor 
It took a strange S£.>t of circum 

stances and the outcome won't 
count officiallv. 

But the Sull City Saints final 
ly lost a softball game. In fact, 
they lost a double-header Sun 
da):, 6 2 and 6-5, tn Sun City 
Stadium 

Until a [t>w Wf't'ks ago, the 
Saints, 14-0, were schNluled to 
play the Phoenix Devi ls Sunda} 
The Dt•\·ils couldn't make it and 
wen· replaced by another Phoe 
nix teom, the Sing High E.-.gles 

FRIDAY NIGHT, Saints 
Gener.ii Manager Gerald Stapley 
~aid he reeeived word from the 
1-~agles lhat the_v. too, would not 
ht> able to keep their date . 

Caught in a difficult situation, I Stapley was fom•d to schedule 
the. Mesa Patriots, a slow pitch 
team. To make the games com 
petnivl:!, the Saints. a fast-pitch 

squad, and Patriots played 
against their ow n pitchers and 
catchers. 

In Sunday·i; first contest, a 
t hree-base error by Saints short 
stop Tammy McKinney allowed 
Tracy ~fazzoli to score from first 
and Kare n Mazzoli doubled 
home Mary Eppleheimer as the 
Patriots broke a 1.1 tie in the top 
of the fiflh and moved ahead 3-J 

TH E SA INTS cut the Pa 
ll'iots' lead l.o 3-2 in the bottom 
of the fifth when. 

Hcl('n AndradP singled, moved 
to second on a wild pitch and 
scored when pitcher Bonnie 
Kraemer threw past first. 

The Patriots pushed ac ross 
three runs in the sixth to take a 
6-2 lead 

MISS KRAEMER, 20, al 
lowed her teammates :;even hits, 
two by v<>teran Mai ilyn Rau 

The Saints' Connie Clark, :3-0 

/ . remain 
so found little sympathy from 

her teammates l C.onnif', \\ho.had g1,.en ~pJust 
!i,·e hits and no runs 1n 22 
mnlllb'}; of work prior to Sunday, 
was touclu .. >d for ,.;1x hits by her 
teammates but was tough down 
the ~trctch as the Patriots edged 
the Saints 6-5 in the nightcap 

Tim PATRIOT!-, grabbed a 
.1.0 lead in thl' top of tht• first 
and m·vn trailt:d 

Shern· Bent•fi(']d walked and I St.'t'.lrtd On an error and Venitu 
Hokai'i; single drove home Kur 
tm fo'~llt•u1. u,; thM S,unt.1 cut th~ 
Patnota' lead to 4 "l. in the first . 

An illt'Jpl pitch b)· Conni" in 
thl' third inning <1con•d Miss 

, Bl·nt•fit'ld from th ird und cut ihl' 
Pali 1ot" ll-ad to '1 :l 

THE PATHIOTS pushed 
JCT0:!11-- two mon· runs in the fifth 

14-0 
lo take •. 6-3 lead, b. ut "'.· t Jwi·'I half of the mnmg fhE' ~aints 
~cored h\ 1<.:e on l\JJ:i!'I flok1.11"s 
tworun smglc> to makft 1t 6 S 

Connie held the Sa111ts hull• 
OV('r the final two mnm,;s to al 
the victory . 

.\11ss Clark and .\l1chelle 
Thurmt. both to~seJ thret> h1tk 
Saturday us lht> S;.11nts i;wqll a 
rfouble-headcr from thl• Tucson 
Ploymaker~, 8 0 and 4-0. rt'!<p1• 
tivelv. in Sun City Stadium 

CONNIE STRUCK out t>t)lht 
batters "'hiJp M1d1t>l/t> , I U," 
fanned lO 

The tiainh v. ill h~L the PIM! 
ni,._ Westt·nwis fur 11 7:lO pm 
Saturday doublc-ht>,ult•t· The 
Phnerux Trn\ll•llen; will be 1n 
town Sunda)· for il 7:;,o fl 1,1 
twrn-lull. 
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POMPOMS 
'We' re going to die with our; boots on' 

By JULIE WESSEL 
Staff Writer 

With music booming and porn• 
pons swishi_ng, those high-step
ping ladies m red look more like 
high school cheerleaders a~ a 
homecoming game than a retire
ment-age pompon squad at an 
early- morning practice. 

Just what does it take for a lr:i~•~::E:G~,•:~:::,::, 
dedication, practice and time. 

At least that is what three of 
the 16 Sun Cities' Porn Porns say 
it takes t.o get out and perform 

c~:? ~=~:~1a~::c~l ~fu~he:~~ 
weekday evenmgs and road trips 
for other groups. 

What keeps them going? 
"The response we get when we 

go out and perform,'' answered 

I ~;;a~~~~:r ~~~~1~:e ~=t~:a,f: 
gets our adrenal in going.'' 

THE THREE WOMEN'S 
faces light up as they tell about 
thelr pt!rformar1:cea and the "un
believa.ble" audience responses 

"It's terrillc," said Regina 
"Gene ' Sonnenleitcr, 72 

.. We all love it, of course," 
Mu. Parker 111Ud. ·•Kids go crazy 
when th~Y aee us dmng thi1J." 

The woml'n practice twice a 
week for three houni a day, ;tart 
ing at 7:30 am 
THE GROUP PERti,ORMS an 
ll\·~,a~t" ~f t:1x l.o eight times a 

month, said its di rector, Cori nne 
Leslie, who celebrated her 82nd 
birthday this month . 

Aside from their practices and 
performances, t he women do 
some exercising at home, but 
none of them has a set exercise 
program to keep fit. 

Mrs. Leshe stays active at 
home on her trampoline and she 
also uses dumbbell weights 

Mrs. Sonne nlieter said she 
also has a small trampoline and 
Mrs. Parker practices her cart
wheels during the week. 

DO ANY OF THEM stick to 
a strict diet to stay in shape? 

''[ don't have to diet," Mrs. 
Leslie said matter-of-factly, but 
quickly added that she doesn't 
eat anything made with white 
flour, sugar or salt. 

She also avoids eating red 
meat and sticks to a diet of fish 
and chicken 

"I don't diet. I eat plenty," she 
said with a laugh, "but those 
foods Just aren't good for you." 

"1 JUST TRY to eat a bal• 
anced diet," Mrs. Sonnenleiter 
added 

Mrs. Parker said she does not 
have to diet to stay thin and only 

~:n1::~':{ df~ the group sticks 

Watching the Porn Porns do 
their kicks and turns, their head 
stands and cartwheels, their 
!!harp\y choreographed forma• 
hons, one would guess that these 
were the original Dallas Cowboy 

Cheerleaders. 
It is hard to believe that none 

of them was a cheerleader or 
pompon girl in school 

11THE RE WAS NO such 
th ing as a pompon group when r 
was in school," Mrs. Leslie said 

a ~~1~:1:-:d:;?J~_ui::k0:/:rl 
Mrs. Sonnenleiter was in 

charge of a cheerleading squad 
when she taught physical educa 
tion at Taft High School in Chi• 
cago, but she never participated 
in a squad as a teen 

However, some of the ladies 
have daughters and granddaugh
ters who were cheerleaders or on 
drill tea ms. 

" IT RUBBED off on us," Mrs. 
Sonnenleiter said. 

All three described themselves 
as athletic 

.. I was ai',ya}'s i'nt.ere.~ted in 
anything that was act1v1,;, said 
Mrs. Sonnenfeiter, 9,•ho was not 
only a physical education teach• 
er at Tan, but also taught danc• 
mg and swimming at DePaul 
University in Chicago for three 
yean. 

Mrs. Parker and Mrt. Leslie 
also were active in sporta during 
their school days 

AS THE THREE women sat 
together chatting about their up
coming performance in the Mil
waukee Second Annual City of 
Festivals Parade, they seem 
more like sisters than Just 
friends 

" Tt's more like a family," said 
Mrs. Sonnenleiter. 

"We get along beautifully," 
said Mrs. Leslie. "I'd never have 
made it without them " 

of "l~: ;:1Zt1~~s~:a;~o~8r: 
girls," said Mr.s. Sonnenle,ter, 
"We're closer than any other 
group we are in. " 

THE WOMEN CARE about 
each other, worry when someone 
is sick and are willing to help 
each other at any time, she add 
ed. 

They also enJOY support from 
thei r famili es, espec ially their 
grandchildren 

"They're $0 proud ofme," Mrs 
Parker said, confes-~ing that her 
two granddaughters carry pie
hires of the group around with 
them and show them off regular• 

y.Mrs. Leslie admitted that her 
b-ontUo.n .d..d .:irTiC3 a picture 
around with him, telling e~'t"I"}'• 
one about his famou<1 performing 

andmother 
MRS. SONNENLEITER said 

her grandchildren put J)Oliters of 
the group up on their walls snd 
e!1j0y telling J)OOple about them. 
lf there were any drawbacks to 
ing 1n the group it would be 

• Pom Porns, 84 



Director Corinne Leslie demonstrates a new routln~ as grand
daughter Shawna Sarles, 8, watches. Shawna occas1onal1y per-

forms with the group . (News-Sun photos by Jim Painter) 

I 
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* Pom Porns face 
tough ·agenda 

-FromB3 
the amount of time the prac
tices and performances take 
away from other things, Mrs. 
Leslie said. 

"Sometimes I wish we 
didn't have as many shows," 
she said, because they take 
away time for the sports she 
loves. 

"It requires much more 
time for me than it does for 
the girls," Mrs. Leslie said. 

AS THE DIRECTOR of 
the group, she looks for mu
sic, thinks up and works out 
routines, takes care of the 
costumes and helps arrange 
and coordinate the perform
ances. 

She, and her late husband, 
Ray, were professional dan
cers and bad a dance school 
in California where they 
taught jazz, tap and ballet. 

Leslie also helped with the 
Pom Porns and served as the 
group's emcee until he be. 
came ill five years ago, Mrs. 
Leslie said. 

Mrs. Sonnenleiter said 
there are some days when she 
doesn't think she can do it 
anymore, "but then I look at 
Corinne ... she is an inspira-

~~r.' I 1h~~~·~ b;, :~l!~d<l~ 
it." 

THE WOMEN said they 
never dreamed they would be 
doing this in retirement, al• 

thougl} Mrs. Sonnenl eiter 
said she and her husband 
came to Sun Ci ty for an ac
tive lifestyle. 

For Mrs. Leslie, it's more of 
a routine. 

"I've done this all of my 
life. I wanted to retire," she 
said. She would have no prob
lem finding other things to do 
if the group stopped perform• 
ing, she said. 

But for Mrs. Parker, the 
Pom Poms keep her retire
ment jumping. 

NJ REALLY DIDN'T want 
to retire. Retirement is boring 
if you don't get into some• 
thiag. It's nice to be a part of 
the group," Mrs. Parker said . 

How long are they going to 
keep this up? 

"Forever," Mrs. Sonnenlei 
ter said. " We're going to die 
with our boots Oil. " 

"Until we drop out one at a 
time," Mrs. Parker added. 

BUT FOR NOW the 16 
Porn Porns, whose ages range 
from 60 to 82, are st ill stand-

~~~-f!f i~ic:~~~ ~~:~r~; 
the beats to each step, keep
ing up with the music, con
centrating on every move and 
turn and twist. 

"Sometimes I think I'll 
give it up," said Mrs. Leslie, 
"and then I think, this is my 
fam ily." 
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Booster's president 
explains game switch 

This i5 written in response to 
the recent article by your sports 
editor concerning the Saints 
gt\me played against a Mesa 
slow.pitch team, and the result-

1 ing concern by some of the local 
supporters who had purchased 
season tickets who had expected 
a fast pitch team that evening. 

We feel that an explanation is 
in order since all concerned cer
tainly have a valid point 

Hopefully when the following 
facts are known, there will be a 
better feeling because both the I Sai.nts and Boosters are striving 
to provide the best games possi• 
ble 

WE ARE PLEASED by the 
very fi ne support given t he 
Saints this year, and it is imper• 
attve that this continue due to 
the fact that travel expenses 
alone this year will be approxi• I mately $20,000. 

ThP Saints wjB be traveling to 
a tournament m Vancouver, 

I ?h;;,; }~r 1:~: ~~~ion~ ¥~~~: 
ment. Nationals this year will be 
in Buffalo, N Y 

Although the Saints Booster 
Club handles all administration 
for tht> team, the stadium, and 
~umes all liabilities, the sched 
uhng 1s done by the general 
manager, Qprald Stapley, and 
Marilyn Rau, assistant coach. 
We fe~l that they have the exper 

REBUTTAL 
tise to ensure high caliber com 
petition. Coach Karmen Booth 
had not Joined the team m an 
official capacity when scheduling 
was done. 

IN ANY EVENT, when the 
Phoenix Devils canceled at the 
last moment for the June 10 
games, another team (fast-pitch) 
indicated acceptance but also 
canceled. 

The deeision, naturally, was 
either to cancel the night alto• 
gether or at least provide a night 
of entertainment with our 
Saints 

Because it is imperative that 
we raise as much money as possi 
hie not only for travel expenses 
but for the stadium and insur• 
ance uniform expenses also, we 
want the actual facts known. 

FURTHER, TO avoid misun 

!e:~t:~~;: o~eru~~i~i.it ti~~ 
are not included in our regular 
season tickets , and costs are 
$2.SQ.Adult $1-Children 

Our reason is that this 1s a 
maJor fund•raiser , and we are 
paying for lodging, transports 
tion and food for their team. 

It will be outstanding compeli 
lion, and well worth the price 

Joe Davisson, 
President, 

Sun City Saints Boosters 
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Opposition makes 
"I DON'T want the girls to 

peak early," she said. " I'm 
trying to keep things down to a 
dull roar, but going forward. 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

Coach Karmen Booth has 
wat.ched the Sun City Saints' 
bats produce with resounding au• 
thority so far this season. 

But she admits it's difficult to 
predid how bot the lumber will 
remain a.s the season wears on. 

"We're hitting real well," said 
Karmen, "but we haven't seen a 
lot of strong pitching. We won't 
know where we stand until we 
get into some good competition.'' 

THE SAINTS enter today's 
double-header at 16-0, but every 

win has come again.st far less 
talented teams. Last Saturday, 
for instance, they blanked the 
Tucson Playma.ken, 8-0 and 4-0. 

Ten of the Saints' victories 
have been by shut.out. Saints 
batters, meanwhile, have been 
credited with 66 runs batted in 
as opposed to four by the opposi
tion. The Saints also have outhit 
their opponents 129 to 37. 

While being thankful for a 
fast start, Karmen does worry 
there's a lways that chance the 
Saints could run out of ammuni
tion down the line. 

"J want to win a national 
tournament," Karmen added. 
"So if we lose a couple games 
along the line I won't be upset." 

The opposition for today's 7:30 
p.m. double-header in Sun City 
Stadium will be the Phoenix 
Westerners. The Saints will host 
the Phoenix Travellers in anoth
er 7:30 p.m. double-header on 
Sunday. 

TODAY'S GAMES w;JI pco-

\Saints hard to iuclge 
\ vide a reunion_ of sorts. Four mound tonight. The former (4-0) and right-hander Bonnie 

We sterners- p1tcher Shawn standout at Arizona State picked Kraemer (2.0) tonight, with Mias 
Ritchey catcher Gail Peters, out- up victories in her first six ap• Clark scheduled to pitch a game 
fielder 'Pat Bova and infielder pearances for the Copperstate Sunday 
Woody Woodcock-all have League team this season The Saints will get just one 
played for the Saints The Travellers, a first-year day off before returning t.o action 

Westerner second baseman team from the Copperstate Tuesday in Sun City Stadium 
Karen Cart.er also was a team League, also lists some talented against the Chinese Taipei Wom-
mate of Saints pitcher Connie players on its roster. en's National Team. 
Clark this season at Central AMONG THEM are former TAIPEI, WHICH finished 
Ariwna, which last month won Saints pitcher Sally Swain and second in last year's Women's 

the national junior college cham ~=~=a~~~y M~:nJ1t~r=•~0\ti~ :or:~ ~~:mc::ynst~i' awi~~i:I: 

pioMj:PRitchey could provide the year at Central Arizona. games beginning at 7:30 p,m. 
tough pitching Karmen has been Karmen said she planned to Wednesday before traveling to 
waiting for when she takes the start southpaw Michelle Thomas Preacott . 
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Saints, Taipei team \ 
to meet next week , 

The Sun City Saints, undefeat
ed this season, will host the 
Chinese Taipei Women's Nation
al Team for Tuesifay and 
Wedne1:1day fast-pitch softball 
double-headers in Sun City Sta. 
dium. 

Taipei will stop in Sun City on 
its way to the June 29-July 4 
wo·men's International Cup in 
Whittier, Calif 

"This Taipei national team is 
one of the finest teams in the 
world," said Bill Plummer, com
munications director for the Am
ateur Softball Association, "It 
finished second out of 23 nations 
in the Women's World Champi
onship last year in Taipei and is 
an exciting, well-drilled fast
pitch team that fans in the Sun 
City area will certainly enjoy 
watching.'' 

Following its stop in Sun City, 
Taipei will travel to Prescott for 

games Thursday, June 22 and 
23. 

Eight teams, each represent
ing a different country, will com
pete in the International Cup at 
Whittier Narrows Park. 

The United States will be rep
resented by the Stratford (Conn.) 
Brakettes, winner of last year's 
national women's fast-pitch tour
nament. 

The round-robin tournament 
also will give the International 
Softball Federation an opportun
ity to showcase the sport for the 
International Olympic Commit
i.e. 

The IOC will attend games "to 
evaluate softball for it's merit 
and appeal" as a possible Olym
pic sport, the ASA reports. 

Saints season tickets will not 
be honored at the Tuesday and 
Wednesday games. 

Admission will be $2.50 for 
adults and $1 for children. 

The Sun City Saints Booster 
Club is paying for meals and 
lodging of the Taipei team while 
it's in town, said Joe Davisson, 
booster club president. 

The Saints, 16-0, and Phoenix 
Westerners will play a 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday twin-bill in the stadi
um 

1if!Jl'1lliJ•111!!JJII TUESDAY, JUNE"·'"' 

Test awaits 
19-1 Saints 

I The Sun City So ;nts, who 
have completed about half _of 
their schedule, will take a mid 
term exam of sorts when they 
play a 7:30 p.m. double-heade~ 
today against the Chinese Ta1pe1 
Women's National Team 

"We should be able to clear up 
some things when we play Tai 
wan," sai d Coach Karmen 
Booth, whose Saints will take a 
19-1 record into tonight's games 
in Sun City Stadi um. 

The Saints should receive 
their toughest test of the season 
against Taipei, which will be m 
town again Wednesday for a 7:30 
p.m. double-header 

"THIS TAIPEI nat ion al 
team is one of the finest teams in 
the world," said 81II Plummer, 
communications director for the 
Amateur Soll.ball Association 

Taipei finished second in the 
23-team Women's World Cham 
pionsh1p fast-pitch softball tour 
nament last year, Plummer an 1d. 

The Saints, meanwhile,. fin 
ished third in the 1983 national 
fast-pitch tournament. 

FOLLOWING its Sun City 
stop, Taipei will travel to Pres 
coti for games Thun;day, Friday 
and Saturday before heading to 
Whittier, Calif., for the June 29 
J uly 4 Women's International 
Cup. 

Eight teams, each represent 
ing a different country. will com 
pete rn the Women's lnternatton 
a! Cup 

The United States \\ ill be rep 
resented by the Stratford (Conn.) 
Brakettes, '83 national champ1 
on. 

THE TOURNEY will give 
the lnternot1onal Sofl.ball Feder 
ation a chance to showcase the 
sport for the International Olym
pic Committee The JOC will 
attend games ··w ernluate soft
ball for its merit and appeal" as 
a ---po!-lsible Olympic sport, the 
ASA reports. 

Samts seasim tickels will not 
be honored tonight and Wednes
day 

Admission will be $2.50 for 
adults and $1 for children 
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Win gives 
1
T aipei split 
of tvvin-bill 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

It took an inning for both 
Connie Clark and Chang Chien 
Chin•Lin to find their pitching 
rhythm Tuesday night 

Unfortunately for the Sun 
City Sai nts, the Chinese Taipei 
Women's Sonball Team made 
better use of Connie's shaky 
start before holding on for a 3.2 
win. The victory gave Taipei a 
split of its double-header with 
the Saints before 1,372 paying 
fast-pitch softball fans m Sun 
City Stadium, 

Taipei, which is 12-7-2 against 
U.S. teams on its tour of this 
country, took ad~·antage of an 
error and rocky start by Miss 
Clark to grab a 3-0 lead in the 
first inning 

LEADOFF hitter Sun Shiou-
Pin reached base when a throw I from Saint<i shorts~op Kathy E!!• 
carcega pulled first baseman 
Mary Faure off the bag 

Back to-back <iingles by Lee 
\ Mei and Wu Yu-Jen loaded the 

basei, for Su Yu-Chun, who drove 
home Sun with a grounder 

Yeh Mei Shiou l~cn singled 
!iharply to left, scoring Lee and 
Wu Yu and giving Taipei a 3-0 
lead. Those two tallit'S were the 
first t-arned runs given up by 
Connie, 4-1, this i.cason 

double that scored Miss Garcia 
Connie worked out of a jam in 

the second inning, then settled 

:~~vtt:enPin;f }ieveufi.~~:ts_one hit 

CHANG CHIEN, re lying 
heavily on a rise ball, also al• 
lowed just one hit after the first 
until running into trouble in the 
bottom of the Se\·cnth 

Mii.s Faure opened the bottom 
of the seventh with a triple and 
scored when Miss Escarcega fol
lowed with a single that cut 
Taipei's lead to 3-2 

Carla Stearns Oied out and 
Miss Escarcega was retired at 
second on a force play for the 
second out. 

HELEN ANDRADE then 
lined out to end the game. 

"She was a little faster than 
their first pitcher," Saints Coach 
Karmen Booth said of Chang 
Chien "It took us longer to get 
onto her game." 

Miss Escarcega tripled home 
Miss Garcia and Miss Benefield 
in the first inning of the opener 
and Michelle Thomas, who has 
yet to allow an earned run this 
scaoon, struck out ei~ht batter,; 
as the Saints coasted to their 
20th win 

\ 

BARB GARCIA, h,lle,. ;n 
the Saints' 2-0 opcnmg g_amc 
win, greeted Chanit Chum with a 
i.ingh• in the bolt.om of the rin.t 
innini{ and advunced to Neond 
on Sht-rry Benetield's bunt. 

Chang Chien fannMI. Mii;s 
Faure fo, the tll'..:tmd ow.t, but 
Miss E. scarce!(&, hilling 448 
coming 1nto Tu(•Miay's j(Umee, 
cut Taipei's lead to :n with a 

"IN TAIWAN the pitchers 
rely on i,:ood control,'" Taipei 
Manager Lin Chia Nai imid 
through an int.crprcter •·Amcri 
Can pitcher1:1 ha\"e good speed." 

M1chcllc us1->d that speed ond a 
chont,:eup to run her strikeout 
tot!l.l to 6i in 4.5 innin~s 

\.11chelle, 6-0, will get a chance 
for another win when the Saints 
hOIJ. T:,ipe~ for a. 7:30 p.m. dou 
ble-hcadt•r loda). Bon me Krae• 
mer , 3 I. also will get a ~tart 
tonii,:ht, Karmen said 
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Barb Garcia of the Sun City Saints, left, slldes safely into second Team Throw from Taipei's third baseman pulled shortstop 
base in first game against the Chinese Taipei Women's Softball Chuanq Jin Chluch off bag. (News-Sun photo by M.J. Hoppes) 
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Se'leral Ta iwan citiz.ens, complete with signs, cheer on the Chinese among a crowd of 1,111-that watched Taipei play a double-header 
Taipei Women's Sof1ball Team in Sun City Stadium. They were against the Sun City Saints. (Photo by Morris Berman) 



/Saint arms 
quiet bats 
of Taivvan 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

The Chinese Taipei Women's 
Softball Team forced Michelle 
Thomas to alter her pitching 
style, but it didn't have much 
effect on the end result Wednes 
day night in Sun City Stadium. 

Michelle, who has not allowed 
an earned run this season, 
hurled a two-hitter as the Sun 
City Saints blanked Taipei 1-0 in 
the second game of a double
header played before 1,111 ap
preciative fans. Saints right-han 
der Bonnie Kraemer allowed no 
hits in the first game as the 
teams battled to a 0-0 tie. That 
game ended after seven innings 
by mutual consent. 

"I couldn't use my rise ball 
inside because they stand so 
close to the plate," said Michelle 
"You have a tendency not to 
want to throw toward their 
race." 

MICHELLE, 7~, still man
aged to strike out six batters. 
The left-hander has fanned 73 in 
52 innings this season. 

Miss Thomas, 17-6 in 1983, 
said she feels stronger than she 
did a year ago. 

"Physically and mentally I 
struggled last year," she said. 
"I'm working on a golf course (in 
Sun City) and that's helped my 
strength." 

THE SAINTS, 21-2-1, man
agedjust one hit off Taipei right
hander Chang Chien Chin-Lin 
through four innings 

In the fiffih, Chang Chien re 
tired leadoff hitter Carla 
Stearns, but Helen Andrade fol 
lowed with a single to left Veni 
ta Hokai reached first on a field
er's choice as Helen was retired 
at second and Tammy McKm 
ney, hitless in seven previous al 

I bats against TaiPl.'i, drove m 
Miss ~okai with a double to the 
fen«! m left.-<:enter 

The Saints, who finished the 
Taipei series 2-1-1, threatened to 
add an insurance run in the 
sixth inning against Chang 
Chien 

KAREN FELLENZ reached 
first on a one-out error and 
scampered to third base when 
Mary Faure followed with a 
sharp single to center. 

AO.er Suzie Gaw was inten
tionally walked to load the bas
es, Miss Stearns lined into a 
double play 

Taipei's only threat came in 
the fourth inning with the game 
scoreless. 

WU YU.JEN drew a one-out 
walk and Miss Hokai dropped a 
routine fly ball in right to put 
Taipei runners on first and sec
ond 

A bunt s ingle by Chao Chun
Huey loaded the bases, but Wu 
was forced at the plate and Mich
elle got Liu Shu-Mei on strikes. 

Miss Kraemer, 4-1, struck out 
four batters in the first. game. 

TWO TAIPEI batters reached 
base, both on errors, but never 
got past first. 

The Saints, meanwhile, couJd 
manage just one hit off Yeh 
Hsiou- lng, who also didn't allow 
a runner to get past first. 

The lone Saints' hit was Miss 
Hokai 's second-in ning single. 

"WE GOT good experience 
here." said Taipei Manager Lin 
Chia Nai. "They're a good 
team." 

Taipei, which beat the defend
mi,r national champion Stratford 
(Conn.) Brakettes two out of 
three games earlier this month, 
will compete in the Women's 
Internat1011al Cup June 29,July 
4 at Whittier, Calif 

Eight teams, each re~resent
ing a different country, will com
pete in the round-robin event. 
Stratford will represent the 
United States 

The ::.amts will return to ac
tion Saturday when they host 
the Phoenix Westerners for a 
7:30 p.m. double header. The 
Saint); and Phoenix Blues will 
play another 7:30 twin bill Sun
day 1n the stadium. 

I Softball - Taiwan vs. S~n City 
Saints, Sun City Stadium, 7:30 
p.m. Phoenix Blues vs. Sun City 
Saints, Sun City Stadium, 9 p.m. 

Softball 

000 1-1 I 2 
11C111 0-1 If 
r'ldHwftutd 
HATlONALSO • 

011 0~1 4 J 
000 0-1 l I 

n,om•• 9'ICI '"""' Cft•no c.....,,b;~-L~ 
....,s..,,......ctu,1'1 



SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 1984 

1 Saints to host 
By STEVE HAWLEY 

Sports Editor 
~ week ago t he Sun City 

Saints were 16-0. 

t hei r li ki ng during t he first 
month of the season. But the 
~chedule has gotten tougher, and 
it figu~es to stay that way until 
the_Samts head for the women's 
nat iona l. fast-pitch softball tour-

Sa~urday with a 5.3 victory. The 
Saints lost their second game 
Tu~sday when they fell to the 
Chinese Taipei Women's Softball 
team, 3-2. The Saints, however, 
emerged from the Taipei series 
2-1-1 

. No longer does that unblem
is~ed fast-pitch softba ll record 
exist. The _Saints wi ll take a 21-
2-1 mark into today's 7:30 p.m 
double-header against the Phoe
n_ix Weslerners in Sun City Sta
di um. 

The Saints found things to 

Anament 10 Buffalo, N.Y., in mid
ugust. 
RIGHT-HANDER Ta m; 

Campbell and her Weste rner 
teammates ha nded the Saints 
their fi rst loss of the season last 

Miss Campbell, a rece nt grad
u~te of Scottsda le's Coronado 
High & hool, was 3-0 for the 
Saints this season before joining 
the Westerners. She and Shawn 

Westerners, Blues 
I Ritchey, another former Saint , 

probably w ill start tonigh t 
against their old teammates. 

\ Sha_wn was victimized by a 
throwing error last Sunday and 
dropped a tough 1-0 decision to 
the Saints. 

THE P HO ENI X Blues will 
visit Sun Cily fo r a 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday double-header against 
lhe-Saint.i--

lf common opponents are any 

indication, the rnatchup between 
the Saints and Blues shou ld be a 
good one. 

Earlier this month the Blue~ 
beat the North Missouri CT~ 11-
0 and 14•1 in the stadium. The 
Saints, meanwhile, a l!KI handled 
the CTs easily, winning 9 l and 
4-1. 

THE BLUES are led by form 
er Arizona State pitching stand 
out Lucy Ca!.arez and current 

Lady Sun Devils Cheryl Persin
ger and Kelly Prender,!ITass. 

The Saints were hitting .386 
as a team entering the Taipei 
series, but pitching has been 
their big-gest strenb>i.h. 

Len hander Michelle Thomas, 
who has not allowed an earned 
run in 52 mnings this season, is 
7•0. wlu le right-handers Conn ie 
Clark and Bonnie Kraemer are 
both 4 I 
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~Win gives 
Saints split 

/ By STEVE HAWLEY Tammy, who had moved to third 
Sports Editor on the hit, could score. I With Michelle Thomas and Tammy eventually streaked 

Connie Clark back for another for home, but was gunned down 
season, the Sun City Saints fig. on a perfect throw from Blues 
ured to have a potent 1-2 pitch- second baseman Karen Fifield as 
ing combination in 1984. Miss Garica moved to second. I But the emergence of Bonnie 

Kraemer, who joined the Saints sec~!ds [ft~rti~11;:;~.w~t\~~~ 
1~;-~e;0~~!n:fi:~~, has made it 3 single, and Barb scored on the 

Bonnie, who pitched for the play when Miss Persinger fielded 
Downers Grove (Ill.) Dolls in h~!t.ball and threw wildly past 
I 983, boosted her record to 4-1 
Sunday night with her second 
straight shutout. 

"FROM AUGUST 09831 un
til she walked on tht! field in 
June she hadn't pitched a 
game," Coach Karmen Booth 
said after watching Bonnie 
blank the Phoenix Blues 4-0 in 
the second game of a double
header in Sun City Stadium 
"She's starting to come a long." 

Bonnie, who lost a 1-0 decision 
to the Saints in last year's na
tional fast-pitch softball tourna
ment, g,H'e up a double to leadoff 
hitter Cheryl Pe1·singer in the 
first and was touched for a 
fourth-inning singlt• by Linda 
Neely 

She struck out seven and 
walked one. 

THE SAINTS, who lost Sun 
day't; lir:;t game 5-0, gave Bonnie 
all the offensive support she 
needt>d in the first inning 

L~adoff hitter Barb Garica 
duubll:'d and Mored when Karen 
1''.i>llenz followed w_ith a i;ingle to 
right to pu_t the S.unts on top 1-0 

The Surnt,1, 22-3-1, added a 

KAREN ALSO moved to sec
ond on the error and scored to 
make it 3-0 when Kathy Escarce
ga lined a two-out single to cen 
ter 

A run-scoring single by Carla 
Stearns in the fifth put the 
Saints on top 4-0. 

Right-hander Lucy Casarez of 
the Blues, a former pitching 
standout at Arizona State, gave 
up three harmless singles to the 
Saints in the first game. 

THE BL\JES, 26-7, took a I 0 
lead in the first off Miss Clark, 4 
2, and moved ahead 4-0 in the 
fifth . 

Miss Persinger got a one-out 
single and moved to second when 
Connie issued a walk to Miss 
Neely 

Miss Casarez, 17-1, then dou 
bled and scored behind Miss Per 
singer and Miss Neely when 
Saints left fielder Sherry Bene
field let the ball get past her for 
a two-base error. 

~;;.i;;;,;:~~t:he~h~tf:t~ti~:~;ing 
I TAMMY McKinney opened 

thoJ bottom of the eecond with a 

1::'.~: ;~t:11~:~:t~~~- B~~tG:t 
cia Mlowed Y.·1th a single and l purpoeit•I) got into a rundown 
between first and ,ecund, hoping 

A SCHEDULED Saturday 
double-header against the Phoe 
nix Westerners was canceled 

Gerald Stapley, general man 
ager of the Saints, said he was 
told by the Wet;terncm; on Frid11y 
that they were unawore they 
were supposed to play the Sainl!f 
Saturday Stapley said he was 
unuble to Schedule another team 
i,;o the gaml's were canceled 



I 

I ~!!,r~,! def~~.!;,, 
Sports Editor Saints left-hander M,chelle threw 1t past Karen Fellenz cov-

Jt may not have bt>f"n an artis Thomas, who blanked the Astros ering at first. 

i~ti:~c~h~ ~~~ g~t~~s~:~t~8a~d !·0 d~~t~~t:a~~rt.h~~;;t ~;"j::[ tri~::~t t~:1t:i;t:;~t~h~i:.a~;:t 
San Diego ,Calif.) AStros provid two hiU:i through the first seven Helen Andrade at. third as Miss 
ed plenty of drama mnmgs Skoglund and Miss Borden ad 

The Saints, who had tied the Right-hander Kristie Sko- vanced a base 
game with a ninth-inning run, glund of the Astros, meanwhile, KELLY SMITH then_ hit a 
failed to take advantage of two ga\'e up just one hit over that grounder to short, but Mm E,;.. 
lat.er scoring opportunities and span, a second-inning single to can:ega threw late to first after 
dropped a 1-1 decision to the Kathy Escarcega, and the game looking Miss Skoglund back to 

i As}h: i;e~e~~ c:!r~~~di:h:· first \\'('Nki1~~E~.~~:i;t:hreatened ~~i;;d l~~~eJ~itt~ti~~/oaj tho 
1 time this season that the Saints, in the eighth, but that changed Marylou Ramm followed with 

23-5-1, had lost two straight fast an inning later a sacrifice ny to give the Astros 
pitch softball game!'l Michelle, 8·0, issued a leadofT a 1-0 lead 

""THEY WERE an excellent walk to \1iss Skoglund in the top Michelle, who has not allo1,1;ed 
team to play," said Saints Coach of the ninth and Denise Borden an earned run in 57 innings this 
Karmen Booth, looking ahead to then hit a liner that was season, avoided further damage 
the Del E. Webb Memorial Tour knocked down by Saints first by getting the next two batters 
nament which will j!'.et under baseman Mary Faure. Marv re to ground out. 

Saints ·in 16th 
MISS_ Fellenz opened the 

Saint;.' ninth with a double to 

I the fence in left field. Miss 
I Ramm, who picked up _a win in 
1 tht.· As.tros· 2 l \'ICtory in Satur 

dav's ~wcond game, thC'n replaced 
\hss .Skoglund on the mound 

•·she t~tiss Skoglundl had a1·-
throscopic sur.:l·ry on a knee 
a~ut thH.'<" or four weeks ago." 
,md A,-tros Coach Les O'Neal 

I "She w~s gewng the ball up. It 
looked hkt: she was runninH out 
of gas.'' 

A pa!-st'd ball allow('d Karen 
to advancf' to third and she 
.ecampt-red home iwith the tying 
run when catcher Linda Klein 
agam wai crt•dited with a passed 
ball. The pnch also was ball four 
and Miss Faure trotted to first 

MISS FAURE moved to st"t: 

ond on a wild pitch and advanced 
to third when Marilyn Rau 
lashed a single to center. A 
throw home on the play aJlowed 
Maril_vn to move to secolld. 

Miss Escarcega then hit a ball 
:-harply to shorJ, and Miss Faure 
was throw out aot"empting to 

Miss Ramm then not Carla 
Stearns and Miss Hokai to 
ground out, leaving Marilyn 
i,;tranded at third 

BOTH TEAMS later threat• 
em-d, but it wasn't until the 16th 
inning,, that someone finally 
scored 

Miss .Smith, U1e inning's lea• 
don batter, reached first base 
whtn Miss Escarcega booted a 
gr1undn and moved to third 

when Miss Ramm followed with 
a f'ingle off right•hander Bonnie 

~r::e~l:ri,n t~:~3tiad replaced 

A thro~ home on the play 
allowed Miss Rttmm to move to 
:.econd base and she scored be 
hind Miss Smith to make il 3-1 

~:~:Je ~j!f \fT:i~n~;>!~~ed 
to third on the pluy when the 
ball got past !ell fielder Sherry 
Benefield and ~n-d a play later 
when Miss F'aurc dropped a 
throw at firs! 

The loss ewmcd Miss Krne• 
mer's rt>Cord at 3 3 

Due to the length of the game 
and San 01eio's travel plan.s, a 
scheduli•d second contest was 
canceled 



Saints pay tribute 
to Freireich 

A tribute to a longtime Sun City Saint.I 
Ian and the fir■t in a Nriea ol gamea a1ainat 
California opponenU highlight June JO 
women'• softball games at Stq1 City 

Stadium, l llth and Grand Avenuea. 

Honored will be Burt Frelrelch. founder 
and retiring edilor•publiaher of Daily 
News-Sun. The Saints Booater Club ll 
honoring F'reireich for hla support and the 
fact he wu ln■trumental in bringing the 
team UI Sun City In 1965. 

Providing opposition to the Saints on the 
field in 7:30 p.m. doubleheader• June 30 
and July 1 will be the San Diego Asll"OII, 
Game tickets are Sl.50 lor adults. 

The A1tro1 move into major ASA com• 
petition this year alter winning the Cius A 

\ national title in three of the last five year■• 

Coached by Pat Ardizu , the t.eam ii com• 
prised of short.at.op Kelly Smith. named All• 
American this spring: former All-American 
pitcher Marylou Ramm and pitcher Kr istie 
Skoglund--all of whom play !or \Hah State 
during the college nuon. 



SATURDAY, JULY 7, 1984 iSP-orts 
Webb tourney 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

In most other years, the Sun 
City Saints would be overwhelm 
ing favorites lo win the Del E. 
Webb Memorial Tournament. 

a.m. contest today. The Phoenix 
Bobettes and California Rene
gades are slated to meet at 11 
a.m. Fina l opening- round game, 
slated fo r 12:30 p.m., wi ll pit the 
Phoenix Blues against the Ful
lerton Arrows 

"I'm lucky in that I have three 
pitchers wit.h three different 
qualities," Karmen said 

"If we know they can ·t hit a 
drop ball we can throw Connie. If 
they have trouble wlth a high 
ri:;e it's Bonnie (Kraemer). If 
they have trouble with fast stuff 
it's Michelle !Thomas). 

But that isn't the case this 
year. The Saints, 23-5- 1, proba 

I bly will find the fast-pitch soft-
Four more games will be 

played today at 5, 6:30, 8 and 
9:30 p.m. ~~11t~':::ert~1ii;e:q~:l ~:~xt~~~ Competition continues Sunday 
morning and afternoon with the 
championship game scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. A second contest, if 
necessary, is slated to follow at 
9. 

"IT MAKES it much easier to 
choose what pitcher we can use 
against what ~t of batters.·· Stadium. 

''I'm excited about the tourna 
ment," sa id Saints Coach Kar 

The Saints are coming ofT a 
series last weekend in which 
they lost two of th ree games to 
the San Diego Astros. 

men Booth. "It should give u~ a 
good indication of our quality." 

THE SAINTS open tourna• 
ment play with a 9:30 a.m. game 
today against the California Sil
verstreaks. The San Diego 
Flames and Orange County Bat 
Busters kick off the double-elimi
nation tournament. with an 8 

RlGHT-HANOER Con n ie 
Clark, 4•2, was scheduled to 
pitch Friday's practice game 
agai nst the Bat Busters, but 
Karmen said she didn't plan to 
use a set rotation for regular 
tournament piny. 

Michelle, a.o, kept intact her 
string of innings pitched this 
season without allowing an un• 
earned run (73½). The left-han
der has fanned 87 a nd walked 
just eight during that span 

ALTHOUGH Miss Kraemer, 

I 

\draws standout field 
4.3, dropped two decisions to the 
Astros, the right.hander has a 
fine l. 19 earned•run average. 

Connie, 4·2, has a 0.65 ERA 

Se\'eral other standout pitch 
ers will be on hand, including 
former Saint Debbie Doom 

DEBBIE, WHO led UCLA lo 
thl' women'i; College World Ser
iei; title this past spring, plays 
for the Arro-...~. 

Mi.,;s Doom, who was 10-3 with 
the Saints last :-;eason, has been 
bothered by arm problems and 
hut :-een limited action 

The Arrows, 14-3 as of June 
25, won the Inland Cities tourna• 
menl earlier this season 

THE RENEGADES were 21 
2 throuith June 25 and had won 
two tournament:-

A familiar team to Saints fans 
will be the Blues, who are 3-1 in 
Sun City Stadium this season 

They beat the North Missouri 
CTs twice and split a pair of 
games with the Saints 

Tournament schedule 
Tocla y 

G•m• I, I a, m S•n Diego flamei vs 
Or•n111 Counly Bet Busters 

G.,me 2 9 JO • m -C•l<lornl• Sll...er 
slre.akli vs Sun City S•lnls 

G1m1 l. l! 1 m -Phoenix Bobettn vs 
C•lifornl• Ren-e9•d11S 

G.am1 ,. 11 JO pm -Phoenl- Blues vs 
rullerlon Arrows 

Game s. s p m Low, !lllme 1 v, 
lowr9•m1l 

G.1m1 6, 6 JO pm -Lowr 1111me 3 vs 
lo~r9.,m1, 

C•m• J, I pm -Winn..- !l"me 1 vs 
w1,.n1r9•m12 

Cami I. t:'JO p.m W1M1r G,ame l vs 
W!nnlf"G•me• 

S..nd.ly 
G.ame ,. I • m Win~ game 6 vs 

loser9am17 
G•me 10. 9 JO• m -Loser g•m• I vs 

w1nner9•mes 
Came 11, 1111 m. Wlnnu 11•me 7 vs 

w!nne-rg•mtl 
C•m• 12. 12 JO pm -Wlnnu game 9 

vS.wlnMr!lome 10 
Game 11. • pm -W,n....- 9.ame 12 v$ 

lowr!i1<1ffll 11 
Game "· 1 30 pm. Winner 11•m• 11 

v, winner gomt U 

c;.,... 1s. t•t necess.aryl,, p.m-w,n 
llff ~m• 1.a vs towr g11m1 I• 

Clark pitches no-hitter 
Connie Clark pltched a five 

inning no hitter to defeat the 
Orange County Batbuster" 
Friday night, 2-0. 

Conni fa nned seven and 
walked one in the ra.in short• 
ened contest 

The Saints scored both runs 
in the fint inning on a wa lk 
to KaNln Fellenz. a stolen 

base and a two-out single by 

~/\~~ ~~!~ef;• ~?:h~~l~i~!~ 
Kathy moved to second on the 
throw to the infield and ltCOred 
011 a wild pitch 

Be-cause of interm1tent rain 
nnd a du>1t storm, one game 
wrus cam:ellt·d and the remai n 
dl'r held to five inning!! 



\ Sun Qty shows 
old-fashioned 
support for team 
By Martin 2abell 
USA TODAY 

The residents of Sun City, 
Artz., don't show enthusiasm 
for young people In their by• 
Jaws. but they make up ror it 
in their support of their soft· 
ball team. 

"Basically, our support 
comes from the people In 
Sun City," said Karmen 
Booth, ftrst-year coach of the 
Sun City Saints women's fast
pitch softball team. ''They 
back us all the way." 

Sun City has zoning laws 
that forbid people younger 
than 18 from living m the 
community for more than 90 
days unless the b.omeowner 
obtains a variance. Each 
home mu& have at least one 
resident older than 50. But 
the Saints Booster Club, 
wh.o.se members are all old· 
er than 50. has supported the 
Saints since 1974 and has run 
lhe team since 1982 

'They see us as the daugh
ter-next-door image," said 
catcher Marilyn Rau, the 
only team member who also 
played on the team in 1966, 
Its ftrst year. "A lot of people 
like us the way they like 
their daughters or grand• 
daughters." 

"It's a labor of love." said 
Joe DaY\SSOn, ~5. the presi• 
dent ol the booster club 
"They·re ladles In addition to 
being great players." 

"1 think It's pretty tunny 
they support a young organ.i• 
zallon like ours, but have 
strlct rules," said Booth. "I 
don't want them to stop sup. 
porting us bee.a.use we're 
young." 

0 10 20 
c......,__J 

m,le!. 

The Saints, most of whom 
are college stUdents or re
cent graduates, have given 
residents of Sun City good 
reason to support them 
They have qualllled for the 
Amateur Softball Associa
tion national tournament 
each year they have played 
and have not llnlshed wor.;e 
than fourth slnce 1973 They 
won the ASA title ln 1979 and 
the National Sports festival 
championship 1n 1982. 

''The key to our success is 

our standards." said Rau, 33 
"We don't fool around on or 
off the field." 

.. Our defense has kept us 
In the limelight for so long." 
said Booth, 33. --we have ex• 
cellent pitchers." 

The Saints have a 27•7•1 
record this year. The team Is 
led by pitcher Michelle 
Thomas, who Is 9-l and has 
not given up an earned run 
m her last 8$ iMings. 

The Saints play double-

headers at Sun City Stadium 
and average 1.100 tans Sat· 
urdays and 900 Sundays. 

The crowd h8S high stan· 
dents. ''They're rowdy," sa1d 
Booth. "It's hard at home." 

Said Rau, the 1980 AJizona 
amateur athlete of the year 
--Fans are so critical here 
They're In thelr60sand have 
been working hard all their 
Iwes. They want to see per
fection When we're not, 
that's when they get rowdy," 



Softball 
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I Saints prove cure 
~or pitcher's aches 
ByTomGiblienl 
,....,a. ..... 

' .,==:.i-::,,:: 
Kn-.hacl....,.._ryof 

I lwoyeuaof ■dmioiotrallve 
-,,...1 .. witb her-■r ..... , 
the Downeni Dollaofllowoen 

- Grove, Ill. And e;ght ywa of 
abuling her arm u the primary 

~ ~~r:!t :ee ~!,a0nd, 
Windmill, wu atartinc to tab 
itaOOIL 

"It WP a spur-of-the-moment 

:ii!l ~:ur:cr;s::~=ral 
Mu1ager) Gerald (Stapley) and 
asked if be needed any pitchera. .. 

It just ao happened that the 
Sainta, who finilbed third in the 
country in tht ASA nat.ionala in 
1983, needed another pllcher. 
They had lost their ace
UCLA's Debbie Doom. Doom, 
who pitched the Bruins tot.he 
NCAA title in May, bad dNided ~tt:t:i.::oz:'er with the 

''Their was DO bitt.erDeM 
involved, .. Saint.a manacer 
Karmen Booth •id. "It•• just 
that Debbie wanted lo Ny in 
California. She had gotten t.ired 
of moving back and fortlL 

"Of c:ourse, it alw1ya burta to • ~:t~:~:th~,~:~:,er. 
'" happens, you have to try and do 

your bnt to replace them. We 
were fortunate to get Bonnie 

: Kraemer." 
Kraemer, who ll 5•4 with the 

Sainta, pitched the Dolli to 
• fourth place in the ASA 
: nationals lut 1ummer. 
,: "'A lot ofthinp fell into place 

~ 
for ua at national• Wt year,• 
Kraemer 1aid , "We iot • &:ood 
draw, and we got aome good 

• hiUi!lf-during the lournament. 
• But I JU&t couldn't see I.hat 

happening q:ain." 
~ The problem, Kraemer aaid, ":. ·•aa that the IWla' board of 

dlredonflOtodtolimitthe 

~'t.~:a1~~and 
~'ci~~:,:., .. tdo 
that wilh ooly Dowooa Grove 
kidt." 

Kraemer pilched aD the 
gamee at the neUonaJ 
tournament for the DoUa. 

"We hid a aecond pit.cher, but 
1he waa quite a bit weaker," 
Kraemer taid. "By the fourth 

C:~~~'::/t':t i:ii,~n't 
Every pit.th wa ClOIDing in there 
flat." ' 

Pitchbrc ewry toamament 
C':'.oolhioc ... ro, 

"I wa the only pitcher for the 
Wind mW. for ID year■." ■he 
uid. "It'• got to beve bad an 
effeet on my arm. Some 
weekend, you go to a 
tournamlnt and J:itch four 

=~':urit r!1J.~1~~f~r 
the DPt week." 

Kraemer, 25, aald ■he feela 
lhe'1 at her peak Jiaht now. 

"Twenty-seven ii uaually the 
prime a,e for a pitcher. That'• :i,a:~r.t!~c,~·:::.d. :u.::~ euly from throwinc 

With the Samr.e, Kraemer 
tlw. the loed wilh iu<o ,tar 
Connie Clark ud "eteran 
Michelle Thomu. 

"Thia ii the tint lime I've 
ever been part.of a rotation," ahe 
uid. .. I've always been lop dOR 
ev-erywhere I played. I'm a little 
worried about ~In)' 
weight. So far, I ha\1111.'I pilched 
that well 

"Maybe I have IIIClfli problenu 
adjU$ting to new lituatiom than 

:::t;~:~:i~=ec~ 
and wonder why I WGrried about 
it." 
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Saints fall in Del Webb 
By MIKE GA RRETT 

Staff Write r 
The Sun City Saints still found them

selves in the championship game of the 
Del E. Webb Memorial Tournament 
Sunday night after 20 scoreless innings. 

But they couldn't overcome six errors 
and 12 strikeouts against the champion 
C.ilifornia Renegades, who completed 
the double-elimination tournament 4-0 
with a 7-3 triumph at Sun City Stadi-

The Saints had brrabbed a 3-0 first
inning lead on catcher r-.farilyn Rau's 
two-run triple to right center and a wild 
pitch by winning pitcher Susan Le-

U,IIIITS II.~ 

' S-•lrMkl Ol 

;;::;;~:.~·t-s:.r~.t,g •"""" 
CAllF.IEMIG.1.0£17 P MICIIOIIIITIHI ==~· ... - •- s 
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febvre. 
BUT THE errors, most ly throwing 

errol'S on Renegade bunt attempts, be
gan to take their toll. 

lenz in the fifth were erased when 
McKinney bounced into a double play. 

Helen Andrade, who had two hit::. in 
the earlier 1 0 victory over the Fuller
ton A1Tows, fan ned with two on in the 
sixth. 

Two miscues in the third led to two 
runs that tied the score 3-3 and the 
eventual winning run scored in the 
fou rth on shortstop Tamara McKinney's 
bobble and a wild pitch by hard-l uck 
loser Bonnie Kraemer (5-4). 

Two more Saints errors and Pam 
Newton's two-r un si ngle hel ped the 
Renegades put t he game away in the 
seventh 

The Renegades handed the Saintb 
their fi rst loss of the tournament Sun
day morning, 1-0, despite a five -hitter 
by Michelle Thomas, who suffered her 
first !o,:;s of the year after nine wins 
Lori Stoll hurled a five-hitter for the 
Renegades 

MEANWHILE, the Saints could do 
little aga inst Lefebvre after the first. 
Singles by Barb Garcia and Karen Fel-

THE SAINTS had also failed to score 
the last fo ur innings of the ir 2- 1 
triumph Saturday night over the Or 
ange County Bat Busters which Thomas 

j -

, finale, 7-3 
/ pitched into the fi fth inning for the 

I vtc~h: Saints were fortunate to make 
the championship game. Some gutty 
pitching by Connie Clark (6-2) gave Sun 
City a IO-inning, sudden death 1-0 viclo
ry ovel' Fuller ton. 

Carla Stearns' one-out line single to 
~ left scored Tama ra McKinney from 

third to end the marathon. After nine 
scoreless innings, ell-ch team started the 
10th with a runner on second 

BUT CLA RK lefl Arrows l'Unners on 
first and third She also pitched out of 

I an error-induced bases-loaded jam in the 
seventh when Rau picked off a runnt>r 
on third and stranded two more Arrows 

Softball 

in the eighth. 
Then in the 10th, catcher Mari!Jn 

Rau sacrified l\lcKinnev to third and 
Kathy Escacega walked· before Stearns 
delivered. 

The Renegades' tournament triumph 
was their third championship of the 
year. They had a 21-2 record through 
June 25. 

The Saints probably lost thP services 
of shortstop-outfielder Suzie Gaw for 
next weekend's series agai11st the Cali 
fornia Silverstreaks, She required se\'en 
stitches on a deep spike wound to her 
knee in the morning game against the 
Renegades. 



,, 
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Coaching changes hinted 
as Saints face coast team 

By MIKE GARRETT 
Financial Editor 

Some changes are in the works for the Sun 
City Saints this weekend as they face the 
California Silverstreaks, who will be looking for 
revenge over the Saints in a pair of 7:30 p.m. 
games t.onight and Sunday night at Sun City 
Stadium. 

General Manager Gerald Stapley wouldn't 
confirm Friday night that he is taking over as 
coach from Karmen Booth, saying expected 
changes haven't been finalized and several 
unanswered questions are still hanging. 

But there have been rumors that Stapley, 
who coached the Saints for six straight years 
before Booth took over this season, will be in the 
Saints' dugout this weekend 

TIIE SAINTS certainly didn't play up to 
expectations last weekend in 1-0 and 7-3 losses 

to t~u~8~~~~hiaJ:;e\i~::kese's Si\verstreaks 
were the victims of Connie Clark's five-inning 

no-hitter in an 11-0 practice game July 6 in the 
Del Webb Memorial Tournament. 

The Saints only managed four hits them
selves in the game but took advantage of 
numerous walks, wild pitches and three Califor. 
nia errors. 

THE CALIFORNIA team was eliminated 
in the second round with a 1-2 tournament 
record. 

The Saints (27-7-ll will be without slugging 
shortstop Suzie Gaw, who suffered a deep spike 
wound in Sunday's 1.0 loss to the tournament 
champion Renegades. 

Gaw is second on the team in hitting with a 
357 average (behind Kathy Esc:arcega's .361) 
and leads the Saints in home runs and on base 
percentage. 

Saints pitchers expected to see action 
against the Silverstreaks are Clark (6-2), ace 
Michelle Thomas (9-1), who hasn't yielded an 
earned run this year, and Bonnie Kraemer (5-4). 
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Rau gets off to perfect 
By BRENT FINE 

Staff Writer 
In 19 years as a player for the Sun City Saints, 

!Mari lyn Rau has been involved in almost every 
aspect of the team's play and achieved many goals. 

/!~~a~:~r o}h~ht:~:0 1or \i:n r!:ai:daesr ~;~~~ 
' season due to a serious illness in Karmen Booth's 
family, it was a first for the 35-year-old catcher. 

Like her past performance, however, she came 
out on top. Miss Rau started her managerial career 
with a 4-0 record as the Saints swept two double
headers from the California Silverstreaks Satur
day and Sunday nights. Pitchers Michelle Thomas 
and Connie Clark each picked up two victories. 

The Saints (29-7-1) travel to Vancouver this 
week to take part in the Alpha Sports Internation
al Invitational tourney Thursday through Sunday. 
They come home July 25 for a double-header with 
the Phoenix Stars. 

IN SUNDAY'S CONTESTS, the Saints came 
up with some timely hitting in the bottom of the 
seventh inning to eke out a 3-2 victory in the first 
game, then rode the pitching of Thomas and the 
hitting of Tammy McKinney to win the nightcap, 
2-0. 

In the first game, trailing 2-1 in the bottom of 
the seventh with two outs and runners on first and 
second, Helen Andrade singled up the middle to 
score a sliding Kathryn Encarcega who barely beat 
the throw. Then, 15-year-old Suzie Lady hit a liner 
j~st in front of Silverstreaks left fielder Cindy 
13~ultz whose throw home was not close~ catching 

1 nita Hoaki with the winning run. 

The Saints had opened the inning with a walk 
to new team member Dee Dinota, who was sacri
ficed to second by Carla Stearns, before Miss 
Encarcega had an infield hit and Miss Hoaki 
forced Miss Dinota at third when she hit back to 

start as Saints manager 
the pitcher. 

THE ONLY OTHER RUN for the Saints 
came in the fifth to tie the game at 1-1, when Miss 
Encarcega hit an inside-the-park home run be
tween the left. and center fielders. 

Miss Encarcega scored despite the stop signal 
put up by third base coach Suzie Gaw, who sat out 

I the game due to a d.eep spike wound suffered in the 
Del Webb Memorial Tournament July 8. It turned 
out to be a good thing Miss Encarcega came home 
because the next two batters hit back to the pitcher 
before Miss Lady grounded out to the third base-
man. 

I ~fiss Clark (8-~) pic_ked_ up the victory in relief, 
'°. mm~ on '". the sixth mnmg with runners on first 
and lh1rd and one out and wiggling out of the jam. 
Miss Clark extended her string of scoreless innings 
""ithout gwmg up an earned run to 22½. 

ALSO KEEPING UP HER streak was Miss 
Thomas 01-1) who now has 97½ innings without 
giving up an earned run after limiting the San 
Diego club to four hits and striking out eight 
batters. 

The only offense Miss Thomas needed came in 
the fourth inning when Karen Fellenz got on board 
on an infield hit, then came home on Miss 
McKinney's booming triple to left-center Miss 
McKinney scored on a wild pitch by Angie Anthro
bus 

In Saturday's games, the Saints breezed to 10-0 
and 2-0 wins behind Misses Thomas and Clark and 
the 5-for-5 hitting of Miss Donita 

THOMAS TOSSED A one-hitter and struck 
out eight batters in the opener and Donita went 3-
for-3 with two doubles, a triple and three RBI. In 
the second game, Miss Andrade hit a two-run 
homer to back the two-hit pitching of Miss Clark. 

/ 



Injured Doom 
sits and waits 
By Michael Anderson 
llepublic:SWJ 

M retum11 go, it probably 

:~t':!h~:.'b~t~~fie 
Doom's scheduled return to 
Sun City Stadium figured to 
be ■ little more triumphant. 

Doom, a Tempe native and 
former Saint standout who 
now pitches for the Fullerton 
Arrowa, came back to 
Phoenix with the Anowa last 
weekend for the Del E. Webb 
Memorial Tournament. It 
was only the second time in 
her career she played in Sun 
City without being in a Saint.a 
uniform. 

.J~:~!~r.ii~8~u8c;;!ut 
without much hype. But. it 
could have been run. 
Imagine. Finally, it would be 

; dOOJDlday for the Saint.a 
imtead or the opponent. 

It didn't tum out u hoped, 

. !1:1~!?.:mr,!~IIJ: with 

College Wor14 Seri!' in May, 

ci:::i~~intl\~ 
elght-team tournament. 

· Doom~ four yean r~ !:ttma1 ~;:~~fu~e 
• learn, for which she won 
' nearly 60 c•m•. Included in 
that record were six wins in 
the national tournament, one 
a no-hitter. She was aelected 
the tournament'& most 
valuable. player. 

She elected to remain in 
California this summer, 

·c~Jc1fr1:.:'!~rn:nt 
partly to n:perienc.e 
California li£e1tyle without 

• the constraint& or lffiOOL 

~ . Sh~ injuct.:et!, =k ~= aoftboll title. Trocy 
Com.pt.on. the bruins other 

.111,cher, w.lit-havtar CODCi'6l 
• problems, and Doom end,,d 

ua throwing nearly the whole 
tournament. 

- It'• been a recuninr 
problem for Doom and 
Compton. Compton ,eta 
injured or ian't pitching well 
M the colle11:e uuon ends, IO 

Doom gets all the work. 
Then, Compton has a 
spectacular summer while 
Doom recover& from an 
assortment of injuries 
stemming from overwork. 

The statistics bear this ouL 

t:i:~~~~!~eUctAt~ won 
twice Doom has pitched all 
but 2½ games for the Bruins. 

La.at season, Doom 'a arm 
was in auch bad shape she 
didn't make the tint cut at 
the Pan Am Games Trials in 

~i%'i::::;~:f;· f!~ille 
Sainte until the national 
tournament. 

The neck problem is 
something that only time and 
gradual stretching e:1erciaea 
will help. Doom said normal, 
everyday movement and even 
sleeping aggravate the 
condition. 

"Of course I'm not 
satisfied," ahe said arter her 
three-inning stint Saturday 
afternoon. "I'm pretty much 
of a pedectionist. I'm going 
to do a little at a time and 
build back up. I want to be 
ready for the regional 
tournament." 

The Arrows muet win their 
ASA regional tournament in 
Los Angeles to qualify for the 
national tournament in 
Buffalo, N.Y., Aug 17-24. 

In the meantime, the 

c~~~;~J t~~t~ t::Sung 
and Dale Mund. The Webb 
tournament. proved more of a 
problem than normal. Mund 
was not available becauae of a 

. r:!W;';,~~C:;t!! duty. 

Doom ia hiJ:hly regarded aa 
a tournament. pitcher, and 
the record indicate& she 
mieht. pit.ch even if the injury 
ia not completely heaJed. 

.. I've alwaya been a 
tournament-type pitcher," 
ahe aaid. ••J was hurting 
during the College World 
Series, but I threw anyway. I 
regret it afterward, but it 
alwaye eeema to happen that 
way." 

~Saints prove cure 
; for pitcher's aches 

ByTomGiWaoa1 ===~:!~:d r•= Kntmer,flnally tired atru be a national power. 

or the beadadNl nd.,nn acbea. K::!t:=:-,!lf.~~i:!:i ~'t do 
• Kraemer had grOWD weary of · that wit.h only Downen Grove ;::.r:n~:~;:::n, kids." 
, !he Do,men Dolls of Downen Kraemer pitched ell the 

Grove, DI. And eight yean of gamea at the national 
~ abusing her arm as the primary tournament for the Dolls. 

! ct:1i:~:.•~:.~ ah;::s~u1:~:::;~~:~•but :. :i:rilla wu awting to take Kraemer said. "By the fourth 

1'It was a apur-of-t.he-moment i=,e~u;'~ 1:ftt::~~ i:lil~n't 
" thing," Kraemer uid. '"I juat Ena•,•_i;r pitch waa coming :n there 
! called (Sun City Sainte General 
: Manager) Gerald (Stapley) and Pitching every tournament 
; asked if be needed any pitchera." garmaeemewu,_ nothing new for 

Jt just 10 happened that the K 
• Saints. who finished third in the '"I was the only pitcher for the 
! counh'y in the ASA nationals in Windmills £or Ill yeara," she 

1983, needed another pitcher. said. "It'• got to have had an 

: i~~~t~~ ::eere~~~u;~me 
: who pitched the Bruins to the tournament and pitch £our 
• NCAA tit.le in May, hndedded cames. Yoo wind up blowing 

to play thia summer with tlte your arm out. It feels limp for 
~ Fullerton Arrows. the nei:t. week." 
~ "Their was nobittetaeee Kraemer, 25, 1&id she feels 
• involved," Sainla DIIQqer lhe'a at her peak right now. 

: !!'tDeb:::.=· ~!:=~i:,USt "Twenty-aeven is uaually the 
: California. She had gotten &ired prime a,e for a pitcher. That's 
; of movin, btek and £orth. ;h:i~r 1~;.:c~~ 'i:~!d. 
! .. Ofcourae,it.a!wayahurtato I I ,: th · 
• I apitcherotDebbie'1caliber 80'°"mpuey~aar Y rom rowm11: 
: ~ when aomethinc like that • ch. 
• bappena, you have to try and do With the Saint&, Kraemer 

your beat t.o replace them. We tharea tbe load with juco atar 
were (ortunate to get Bonnie Connie Clark and veteran 
Kraemer." Michelle TbomaL 

Kr1emer, who ia 5-4 with the "'This ii the first time l've 
Saint&, pitched the Dona to ever been put of a rotation," ahe 

~~ti!~~·;:~!:m":.' =~~;;x::.~::.r:~ t:3e 
"A lot of thin,a fell Into place worried about carrying my 

for us at national& lut year," weighl So far, I haven't pitched 
Kraemer said. "Wecotacocxl that well. 
draw,•~ we rot aomecood "Maybe I have more problem, 
~i~tifu~f=t~!t =enL adjusting to new aituatfona than 

happening again." · ~~~e~hh°:~: i~i!it ~:Ce 
The problem, Kraemer Mid, r~.~ wonder why I worried about 
utha~~-·boud ___ °' ~----



, July 18-24, 1984 - THE SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT 

Saints return 
for midweek game 

Sun City Sa1nt.s, current ly in Vancouver. 
B C. for a tournament, will return home 
and play a Phoenix Metro League team or 
an all-star contingent from the lea,ue July 
25 , 

The Saints will play either the Phoenix 
flesert Stars or a team or all -start in a 7:JO 
p.m. doubleheader at Sun City Stadium, 
111 th and Grand A venuea. 

Tickets cost SI .50 

The Salntl fi nished second in t heir own 
net E. Webb Memorial Tournament J uly 8. 
California Renegades won the champion• 
shi p with a 7 J victory over the Saints. The 
Renegades defeated t he Sa.in ts, I 0, ea rlier 
in the tournament . The Saints worked their 
way back to the final a through t he loser 's 
bracket 

Pit<:her Michelle Thomas suHered her 
firs t Jou or the season in t ha t l ·O decisnon. 
However. an error made it an unearned 
run, thus s tretching her string of innings 
without allowing an earned run to85-iU:J 

Saints Jog-a-Thon 
rescheduled July 31 

The Sun City Sa ints' Jog-a. 
Thon, origi nally schedu led for 
Ju ly ll has been rescheduled fo1 
Tuesday, J uly 31. Part or the 
Boost.NS Club fund-ra is ing pro
htram, the event will be held at 
Sun City Stadium from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. and features members 
or the Saints' learn plus any 
Booster who wishes to partici• 
pate. 

5Rorts .... ,,n 

Any fa n may sponsor any 
Sumt player and select his or her 
own financial pledge per lap run 
around the stad ium track. The 
sponsor can either notiry his or 
her Jogger or call Chuck Grim at 
974-9738 with the name of the 
Saint and amount pledged 

I - - --

Homeseason 
ends for Saints 

Sun City Saints' Aug. 4 game 
against Phoenix Apaches has 
been cancelled, thus end ing the 
Saints home softba ll season at 
Sun City Stadium 

Also cancelled is the annual 
Saints Jog•A-Thon, which was 
slated for July JI 

The Saints ' contract for 1984 
use of the stadium ended July JI 
Bade-Boyes Partnership of Glen 
da le owns the property 

The Saints will compete In the 
national women 's softball tour
nament later this month In Buf· 
falo, N Y Details on the trip will 
be outlined In futu re reports 

The Saints ended their regular 
season by winning two or four 
games rrom the California 
Bl a zers , the second place 
finisher Ill last year 's national 
tournament 

The Blazers won the July 28 
opener. J-0. but the Saints won 
the nightcap, 3-2 The !first game 
July 29 was called a scoreless tie 
after JO Innings. Sun Cily scored 
the only run In a 1-0 vJctory In the 
nightcap 

In the season rinale pitcher 
Connie Clark walked one batter 
otherwise. she would have hurl 
ed a ~rfect game 
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Manager declares 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sporto Editor 

Manager Ralph Raymond says 
his Stratford (Conn.) Brakettes 
"are ready to do the job" that 
awaits them in the women's na• 
tional fast.pitch softball tourna
ment. 

Raymond's words can't be 
comforting to the other 23 teams 
entered in the Buffalo, N.Y., 
tournament, a week-long double
elimination event that begins 

this afternoon at Houton Park. 
The Brakettes have won three 

of the last four national tourna
ments and 18 overall. 

AS IF TO underline their 
dominance of women's fast-pitch 
soft.ball, the Brakettes last year 
went about winning a national 
championship the hard way. Af. 
ter losing a second-round game, 
they caught fire and won nine 
straight over the neltt 48 hours 
to capture another national title. 

Their final two victories came 
against the California Blazers, 
who had emerged from the win
ners' bracket unbeaten. 

''We played each game as if it 
was our last," Raymond said 
Thursday. 

"Each game is as important as 
the next one in a tournament 
like this. We try to stress that." 

STRATFORD WILL take a 
60-6 mark into its tournament 
opener at 4 p.m. (Arizona time) 

Brakettes 'ready' 
Ra)'mond said seven newcom

ers have "blended in very well" 
with established players on the 
ball club. And although the I Brakettes have hit .310 as a 
team this season, Raymond feel~ 
that hasn't been the key to sue 

"'"· "We're probably not as potent 
offensively as last year," he said 

"BUT OUR pitching and de
fonse have held up very wellll 

The Brakettes placed eig-ht 
players on the all-tournament 
team last year, including pitch 
ers Kathy Arend.sen and Barba 
ra Reinalda. 

Both hurlers have been out 
st.anding this season, Raymond 
said. 

THE SUN City Saints, who 
fini shed third last year, 1983 
runner-up California a nd the 
Downers Grove (lll.) Dolls figure 
to challenge Stratford (or this 

year's national title. But Ray
mond, alluding to the Brakettes' 

::?t"ti·::unndti~;s:n; Jae:i~ ago, 

"When you come into a tour
ney like this everyone is looking 
to knock you off," Raymond said 

The Saints are scheduled to 
begin tournament play at 7:30 
a m (Arizona time) Saturday 

Fin1t•round matchups were to 
be determintd at a drawing this 
morning. 



Defenders claim 
13-inning opener 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

BUFFALO, N.Y.-The 
Stratford (Con n.) Brakettes 
opened defense of their nation
al women's fast-pitch softba ll 
title Friday night with a 1-0, 
13-inning victory over the 
Long Beach (Calif.) Renegades 
at Houghton Park 

Dot Richardson, who had 
all three Brakettes hits off 
losing pitcher Lori Stoll, 
opened the top of the 13th 
with a double to left field and 
was advanced to third on Gi na 
Vecchione's bunt 

Miss Richardson scored 
when Diane Schumacher fol
lowed with a sacrifice ny to 
right 

THE SUN City Saints, who 
fimshed third last year, were 
scheduled to open tournament 
play at 7:30 a.m (Arizona 
time) today against the Lower 
Bucks Bandits of Phi ladel-

phia, Central Atlantic Region
a l Champs. 

Long Beach also had just 
three hits, but had a chance to 
win the game in the 8th in
ning. 

The Renegades, 38-6, load
ed the bases with two outs, 
but winning pitcher Kathy 
Arendsen struck out Pam 
Newton. 

ARENDSEN struck out 13 
batters while Mi~s &:oil, 2l-3, 
struck out 6. 

The California Blazers, run
ners-up a year ago, wer.e 
!Scheduled to play the Flint 
(Mich.) All-stars at 7:30 a.m. 
(Arizona t ime) today. 

If the Saints and the Brok
ettes both win their first three 
games they would meet Tues
day evening. 

The Brakettes, 61-6, have 
won three of the last four 
national tournaments. 
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I ~i~t:~~~~~!?.,!!. '0 ~-t~!~~! 
est-the pitching staff-with the _The Saints wmd up t~e week allow~ng an earned run while 
first of at least nine games start- with doubleheaders against the Connie Clark (8-2) now has a l ingtonight. powerful California Blazers here streak of23½ scoreless innings. 

The Saints play their first July 28·29· The Blazei:s a~e a~so Saints pitchers hurled three 
gaR_le in the. Alpha Spo.rts Inter- expecte~. to ~e the Saints chief shutouts and allowed only two 
national Invitational Tourney in ~o~pett•o~ m the Alpha Sports runs in the four-game Silver-
Vancouver, B.C. tonight and nvLta iona streak series. The Saints were 
have games scheduled through Pitching carried the Saints coached by catcher Marilyn Rau, 
Sunday night before coming through last weekend, when who was appointed by general 
home for a midweek double they swept the California Silver- manager Gerald Stapley for the 
header against the Phoenix Des- streaks in four games. Michelle balance of the season. Rau suc
ert Stars Wednesday night at Thomas (11-1) extended her ceeded Karmen Booth, who !ell 

Sun Oty, Ariz., ts a retire--
I ment community, but a 

group of women Who live 
there thlnk more about tbe 
future Ulan lbey do the pest. 

"By the time I'm 70, rll lJe 

=~,:.k:r~~:i~~~ 
acrobatic 9Ulr of the Sun 
Clly Porn Poms - women 
between the ages or 60 and 
82 whO entertain belWeen 
tbe pmes or the Sun Oty 
Setnts' Slturday night son
ball dOubleheaders. 

"As long as Corlrute (Lff
lle, the 82-year,o\d leader of 
the group) bolds out and as 
IOr'I as I hOkl out. we've got 
plans for next year," said 
llar1an. 

certnne Lt911e and her 

\ 

~•.:::,~:i~~•l;.,;-.~ 
beilO gt.vi~ dancing les
llm5 to Sun City's !ltnior c\tl· 
i:ens tn 197i. When the Lale 
Del Webb. the owner or Ute 
stacllum wbert the Salnts 
play, bepn k>Oklna for en
tertalamen1 for tbe last
pllch ~es eve 

8y0on......,.IO!l 
NO BLOWINO DOWN: Td rather (\eld c:helrs) thM Sit here 
by the stow,," says Foofl8 Harlan, 68 

years aao, lbe Porn ~ 
Wett ready 

"I said to them (her lltU· 
defttS) lhat YoU IOoJl belier 
thaa the Dallas dleerlead
~" IBkl Lal.le. 

0'1betanttspOD1elsabeo,
lutely terrlDc. Opponents 
come out wUb cameras 
Wbendllco came out, I said 
lO the1. 1.et's 1&ve pom 

pomsorne disco.'" 
lbe WOlnel\ dance. do 

pyrunlda 111d ~ ... 
'"The c~rleaclers are 

exceuent. •111~~ coach 
Karm•• •t;-..:.:i· "It's 

=::i--■tw:1ci 
ha,e !Ml-=-- I hOperrnlllat wtaenrm 
lnnwlOI." 

coaching duties due to a serious 
illness in her family. 

The Saints received further 
encouragement from shortstop 
Dee Dinota, who played for the 
1982 team. Fill ing in for injured 

~:O~ke?t°w: 11:~1e:e::~ d~~~1!: 
and a triple in the Saturday 
double-header while Helen An
drade and Kathy Escarcega each 
blasted their first home runs of 
the season. 

The Saints take a 31-7-1 
record into tonight's Vancouver I tournament. 
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Benefits from experience 

Connie Clark battles 
By BILL PARKER 
Sports Edltor -4 

For 18 year old Connie Clark 
of Glendale, the 1983 -84 
women's fastpitch sortba II 
season has been an unusually 
Jong one. But the rewards have 
been very satisfying. 

Clark started the season last 
September as one of the 
starting pitchers on the 
Central Arizona College 
women's team. Clark led the 
squad to the National Junior 
College Championship 

After the season ended at 
Central. Clark returned to 
Glendale and immediately 
began play with the Sun City 
Saints, who currently stand at 
31•7•1 

Presently one of the three 
rotating starters on the Saints' 
team, Clark posts an 8-2 
personal record. She has 
pitched 67 innings wh\le 
allowing just 26 hits and four 
ea med runs. Clark has struck 
out 83 batters while allowing 
just IO walks. Her ERA stands 
at an impressive 0.42. 

Clark does admitt, however, 
that lhe year has been a Jong 
one. 

"I'm kind or burned out from 
the school year," admited 
Clark, during an interview 
prior to the team's competing 
in a July 20-22, invitational in 
Vancouver 

"We started practice at 
Central all the way back in 
September and we practiced 

every day.'' Clark expl ned. 
"I probably should hav · kenl 
a break at the beginning fthc 
(Saints) season, but I di n' ," 
she said. 

'Tm not really that pl d 
with how I'm doing thi year 
with the Saints , but t at's 
probably because I am med 
out,''Clarkcontinued · ysi
cal\y I feel OK, but me ta lly 
sometimes I'm just not a lly 
into it," she admitted 

Clark did take a short ak 
from action at the beginn igof 
the month a nd feel the 
vacation did her a lot of oocl 

" I finally took a weeke off 
and that rea lly helped; she 
said. " I felt pretty good I the 
tournament (Del E ebb 
Memorial , July 6-8) We 
played an II inning g me 
against the Arrows and k it 
real good." Clark adde "I 
was throwing hard and m ing 
it up a little bit. The wee end 
off really seemed to help ' 

In comparing the tea ,1 at 
Central with the Saints, ark 
find s many diffcre ces 
between the two powerh se 
squads 

"At Central the t m 
seemed closer on a pers nal 
bas is,"Clark said . "Ofc rse 
at school we all play toge 1er, 
Jive together, and go to s 100I 
together With the Saint jwe 
jw;t don't see eachother, her 

th;~:~:1~/~:ld;;~i:::e~:,~-he 
two teams Is a nother chhge 

Clark has had to adjust to 
.. With the Saints, we're 

expecLed to train onourown,'' 
said Clark. "You're not 
c oached as much . Karmen 
(Booth. the Saints coach) 
helps us a lot, but if you want to 
go run or something you're 
expected to do it on your own. 
It's not like at Central where 
we would all meet at a certain 
time and run asa team,"Clark 
explained. "For myself. the 
situation at Central was 
better. I'm kind of lazy. I don't 
really like to run . I'm the type 
of person that ~eds someone 
behind me to push me." 

As far as the competition 
goes, the Saints definitely play 
the cream -of - the -crop 
Playing these top ca liber 
teams also adds pressure. But 
Clark feel s that this added 
pressure has made her a 
better pitcher 

"The thing that has helped 
me most is playing against 
some of the more experienced 
players on the other teams," 
Clark explained. " Most of the 
batters I face now (with Sun 
City) are more ex perienced 
and smarter. They make me 
work a lot harder .. " 

Clark is a lso quick to point 
out that she has benefited from 
the experienced pitchers on 
the Sun City team 

"Being around and playing 
with someoftheolderplayers. 
you just tend to pi ck things 
up." exolained Clark " We all 

GLENDALE STAR t l A 
WedneKloy, July 2S, 1984 /' : 

through xtra long season 
throw each pitch dlrr re nt. 
Whenever I get into a• mp I 
try to throw a little di rent 
and sometimes I'll try me
thing I have picked u from 
Michelle (Thomas) or nnie 
(KraemarJ" 

Clark hopes to acco plish 
two more things befo she 
even thinks about e..tlng her 
so(tbal\ career The firsl is for 
the Saints to capt•re .i 

:a!r;a~ ~a~i!nO:,~~t=t~~ 1! 
learn from a four year college 

"I definitely want to be 
pitching with the Saints when 
thay win Nationals," Said 
Clark "I don't know ab(Kltthis 
year We don't seem to be 

playing with the same inten• 
s ity that we did last )'ear. But 
time will tell We seem to play 
better against the better 
teams That's when we really 
pull togelher," she said . "We 
seem like a d iffe rent team 
against better competition " 

A National Championship al 
a four year college seems to be 
a year or two down the road 

" I 'm going to play one more 
year at Central. then hopefully 
transfer to a bigger four year 
school." Clark explained 
"I've had some orrers but I 
don 't want to play where it's 
cold That's mainly why Jwent 
to Central. After next year (at 

Centra l) I'd like to tran.l er to 
alouryearschool, but t-~nt to 
stay hee in Arizona or rt,lilYbe 1 
California," she added 

te~ ;~:rt~!a;!·i~~~Y ~:~~:;~ 
the first shot at a Nalinal title. i 
Last year the Sun City team 
finished third at Nati~nals ' 
This year the tournament will 
be held Aug 17-24, in Bllffalo, 
New York 

If the Saints pull together 
againsl the tougher conipeti· 
tlon , as Clark claims tht·y do. 
the firs l of her filltll two 1oals 
may be ac<"Omplished sooner 
that expected 
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\ Saints set to battle 
champion Brakettes 

game. Relegated to the loser's bracket, Long Beach 
reeled off seven straight victories to win the 
regional and earn a trip to the nat ional tourna
ment. 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

BUFFALO, N.Y.-The Sun City Saints and 
Stratford (Conn.) Brakettes were to clash at 4:30 
p.m. (Arizona time) today in a .battle of unbeatens 
in the national women's fast-pitch softball tourna• 
ment 

Player.coach Marilyn Rau of the Saint!!, whose 
three hits led her te3m to a 3-2 victory Sunday 
over La Palma Restaurant of Flint, Mich., said she 
wouldn't decide on a starting pitcher until shortly 
before game time at Houghton Park. 

The task of stopping the defending champions 
will go either to Connie Clark (2·0 in tournament 
play) or Michelle Thomas (l·O). 

BRAKETfES COACH Ralph Raymond also 
has not named a starter Kathy Arendsen was the 
winning pitcher in Stratford's last victory, a 4-1 
triumph Sunday over Bettencourt Blast of Fre 
moot, Calif She is 2.0 in tournament play while 
teammate Barbara Reinalda is 1-0. Miss Reinalda 
was voted the national tournament's outstanding 
pitcher last year after posting a 6-0 mark. 

The Brakettes have just 12 hits in three games 
"Our kids still aren't hitting the way they have 

been," said Raymond. whose team batted .321 
during regular season. "Hopefully, we'll break out 
ofit." 

THE SAINTS, WHO batted Just 234 during 
regular season, have 14 hits in three games, but 
only six over the last two outings 

Meanwhile, Lady Luck has not shadowed the 
Long Beach, Calif, Renegades this month during 
their quest for the national championship 

In the Pacific South Regional, the Ren!!gades 
drew into a tough bracket and \o~t their second 

THE RENEGADES, winners of the July Del 
E. Webb Memorial Tournament in Sun City, have 
charted a similar course at the national tourna
ment. 

The draw paired them with the defending 
champion Brakettes in a first-round game Friday 
Long Beach failed to capitalize on several scoring 
opportunities and dropped a 1-0, 13-i nning deci
sion. 

"It was kind of hard on the players," said Long 
Beach coach Nancy Elder Monday after watch.ing 
her squad stay alive in the double-elimination 
event with a 4-0 victory over La Palma. ''They 
knew they had it won. 

"WE FEEL WE'RE the best team here. We 
really do." 

Long Beach has won three straight since th• 
loss to Stratford. The Renegades will take on' 
Bettencourt and the host Buffalo Shamrocks will 
meet the Hayward, Calif., Computerland Hustle 
today in losers' bracket games. 

In tonight's other battle of unbeaten teams, the 
California Blazers wi ll meet the Orange (Calif.) 
Majesties. 

FOLLOWING TODAY'S action, only six of 24 
teams that began tournament play Friday will 
r~main in the chase for a national title. 

A victory by the Saints would match them 
against the B\azers-MaJestics winner in a 6 p.m. 
game Wednesday. If the Saints lose, they would 
play the Shamrocks-Computerland winner at 3 
pm Wednesday. 
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Saints vvin 3, 
face Brakettes 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

BUFFALO, N.Y.- The Sun 
City Saints had their hopes for a 
national women's fast-pitch soft
ball title dashed las~ year by the 
Stratford, Conn., Brakettes in a , 
losers' bracket game. 

At Houghton Park on Wednes
day, the Saints will get a chance 
to avenge that loss when they 
meet the defending national 
champion in a winners' bracket 
game at 4:30 p,m, (Arizona time). 

The Saints rode the bat of 
player-coach Marilyn Rau to a 3-
2 victory Sunday over La Palma 
Restaurant of Flint, Mich. It was 
the Saints' third straight win. 
They opened national tourna
ment play Saturday with a 5-1 
victory over Philadelphia's Low
er Bucks Bandits and a 1-0 
triumph over Out Bound Travel 
of Minneapolis. 

"I WAS READY for a few," 
said Marilyn, who had all three 
Saints hits, including a game
winning double in the sixth 

Miss Rau, a nine-time All
American catcher, also doubled 
to open the top or the second 
inning. She moved to third base 
on a passed ball and scored on a 
two-out wild pitch by La Palma'a 
Linda Pagett to put the Saints 
on top, 1-0 

In the fourth , Suzie Gaw 
reached finrt on a one-out. throw
ing error by La Pa_lma ehortstop 
Carla Cray. Marilyn followed 
with a single and Suzie raced 
toward third Left fielder Kelly 

MARILYN RAU 
VanderMolen, who had fielded 
Marilyn's base hit, threw the 
ball past third baseman Pamela 
Lee, allowing Suzie to score and 
giving the Saints a 2-0 lead 

LA PALMA, which had 
threatened in the second, third 
and fourth innings, tied the 
game, 2-2, in the fifth with the 
a id of two Saint errors 

Mary Jelfch reached base 
when Mary Faure dropped a 
throw at first and Tracy Beadles
comb followed with a single , the 
finh hit off Saints starter Mich 
ele Thomas. On the play, center 
fielder Barb Garcia booted the 
ball, a llowin g Miss Jelfch to 
reach third and Miss Beadles
comb to take second 

Michele then got Miss Vander
Mulon to hit a routine fly ball for 

the first out, but Miss Lee dou
bled to right.eenter to drive in 
both base runners and tie the 
game. 

"THAT WAS OUR first let
down on defense," said Marilyn, 
whose team played errorless soft.
ball the first two games. " lt was' 
just a bad inning." 

Brenda Thaler's one-out single 
advanced Miss Lee to third and 
Marilyn summoned Connie 
Clark, who had hurled a one
hitter in Saturday's victory over 
Out Bound Travel. 

Connie quelled the threat 
when she got Linda Thaler to hit 
a pop-up and struck out Mary 
Haslinger 

CONNIE RETIRED the final 
six La Palma batters in order, 
four of them on strikes, to earn 
the victory, 

Miss Pagett, who suffered the 
loss, uncorked three wild pitches 
over the first five innings, but 
her fourth proved the most cost
ly. 

ft moved Miss Gaw to second 
base with one out in the top of 
the sixth and Marilyn followed 
with her game-winning double to 
right. 

STRATFORD remained un 
beaten with a 4 2 win in 11 
innings over the Bettencourt 
Blast of Fremont, Calif. The 
Brakettes, who have won three 
of the last four national champi• 
onships, began tournament play 
Fnday with a 13-mnmg, 1-0 v1c• 
tory over the Long Beach (Catit.J 
Renegades. They also blanked 
the 1'uscon Playmakers, I 0, on 

-------------------, Saturday 
The California Blazer:; and Or

ange, Calif , Majesties_ ulso re
mained unbeaten following victo
ries Sunday and will mt-tt in 
Tuesday's other winners' bracket 

ga~~e Blazers ~dgcd the Com 
puterland lhutle or Hayward, 
Calif., 2-1, while the Md.Jestics 
blanked the host Buffalo Sham 
rock, 4-0. 
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Saint leads double life, 
plays three positions 

For Carle Stearns, softball 
wu ,imply the natural thing 
todo. 

Stearn1, sister of New York 
Meta catcher John Stearns, 
was introduced to baseball at 
an early age. At, Carla- the 
youngeat of four children and 

:.~ ~~I~:~~~ ~~rc:l!er, it 
,witch to fut.pitch softball. 

"That'• all we did around 
the houae," said Stearns, 23. 
"I played softball because all 
~~fi:'y brothers played 

Stearns, the utility player 
for the Sun City Saints, 
comet to Phoenix in the 
1ummer just to play softball. 
When the an.son ends, she 
returns to her home near 
Denver to teach and coach. A 
double life for the aake of 
aoftball. 

"lt'a two different lives," 
1he said. "lt'a an escapist 
thing. You really have to be 
into aoftball to come down 
here." 

She pointed out the large 
temperature difference 
between Denver and Phoenix, 
the financial hardships and 
just being away from home u 
obstacles. But, she's done it 
three consectutive years and 
uya 1he will continue u long 
Hit'• fun. 

Stearn, ha1 been bothered 
by tendiniti1 in her right 
(throwing) shoulder this 
aeason, and has been playing 

::ae• :r~tf;!1adc~~~~:r:d.t~he 
aaid the hoped to be ready to 
return defensively for this 

r::!,~~~~:1·in~lra~~o:fru 
Tournament in Vancouver, 
B.C. 

Things have been a little 
tougher for John. He was 
placed on the diaabled liat for 
an elbow problem in his 
throwinc arm on Aug. 20, 
1982, and was not reactivated 
until July 12ofthiayear. He 
WU to be u.ed atricUy a&. 

pinch hitter and pinch 

The Mets recalled 
outfielder Jerry Martin from 
Class AAA affiliate Tidewater 
Wednesday, and and Stearns 
was put back on the DL. 

"We felt that Jerry needed 
to play some at Tidewater to 
get hia timing down again," 
General Manager Frank 
Cashen uid. "John, 
meanwhile, is still 
experiencing some discomfort 
in the elbow, so that is why 
we have decided to make this 
move." 

Carla played four yeara o( 
softball at University or 
Northern Colorado and 
played for Law F,quipment 
i5!uring the 1ummers. Law 
Equipment was a frequent. 
visitor to the Amateur 
Softball Association national 
tournament, and it was there 
Stearn• came in contact with 
the Saint.a. 

She came to Saints with 
college teammate Mary 

ii~dr!•h~;h;~j~;;fo~ alum, to 
competition. 

Laal season, when the 
Saints finiahed third in the 
National Sport.a Featival and 
third in the ASA national 
tournament, ahe waa the only 
player to play in every game, 

!:J~~i~nea:-Ji~~t;:-klMr 

Thia aeuon the Saints havt: 
more depth, Stearn■ haa in 
about half the Saint.a' gamH, 
hitting .222, 

Now, everyone'• attenlio 
begins lo turn U>ward the 
National tournament in 
Buffalo, N.Y. Au1. 17-24. 

"It's really fun lo play in a 
tournament like that," ahe 
taid. "The intensity there•~ 
incredible. Mentally, 
everybody'• ready, 

"We have the poUntia •• 
far u hittine," she 1ald. 'II 
think it's J)<mible to do iJ.,'" 

- Michael Anjiftr■on 



\ Bad hOp puts Saints 
1 into losers' bracket 

By STEVE HAWLEY Michelle, 1-1 in the tournament, retired 10 
Sports Editor straight Brakettes before Allyson Rioux doubled 

BUFFALO, N.Y.-An unfortunate bounce may with one out in the top of the ninth. Dot Richard
have cost the Sun City Saints a second national son followed with a single that advanced Miss 
women's fast-pitch softball title. Rioux to third and Miss Vecchione then drew a 

The Saints, who won their only national cham walk to load the bases. 
pionship in 1979, dropped a 2-1, nine-inning deci- MICHELLE GOT two quick strikes on Miss 
sion t.o the defending champions, Stratford (Conn.) Schumacher, but the Brakettes' first baseman 
Brakettes, Tuesday night at Houghton Park. slapped the third pitch into right lield scoring Miss 

It was the Saints' first loss after three wins in Rioux and Miss Richardson. 
the double.elimination tournament. The Saints managed just two hits off Miss 

SUN CITY WILL play the Computerland Reinalda over the first eight innings and it 
Hustle of Hayward, Calif., at 3 p.m. (Arizona time) appeared their bats would remain cold when Barb 
today in a losers' bracket game. Garcia hit into a groundout to open the bottom of 

A victory over the Hustle would assure the the ninth. 
Saints of at least fourth place and a berth in next Miss Fellenz then reached on an infield hit and 
year's national tournament. Miss Escarcega followed with a nother single. After 

Stratford, which has won three of the last four Miss Gaw hit into a fielders' choice that retired 
national championships, grabbed a 2-0 lead in the Miss Escarcega at second, Marilyn lined a pitch 
top of the ninth on Diane Schumacher's two-run from Miss Reinalda into the gap in left.center field 
single before Sun City rallied in its half of the MISS FELLENZ scored easily from second as 
inning. the ball bounced over the temporary fence that had 

PLAYER-COACH Marilyn Rau lined a two• been set up for the tournament. Miss Gaw, who 
out shot to left-<:enter field off winning pitcher had raced all the way home from first base, was 
Barbar Reinalda to score Karen Fellenz from orded back to third when umpires ruled Marilyn's 
second and cut the Brakettes' lead to 2-1. hit a double. Miss Faure was then retired on a 

Suzie Gaw had scampered from first and was routine grounder to shortstop to end the lhreat and 
nearing third base on the play when the ball the game. 
bounced over the fence . The ground-rule double A two-run homer by Sue Lewis gave the 
kept Suzie from scoring and the Saints from tying Blazers a 2-0 win Tuesday over the Orange, Calif., 
the game. Majesties. 

Mary Faure then hit a game-ending groundout. The Blazers, runners-up last year, and the 
Both teams threatened to score twice durlng Brakettes are 4-0 in tournament play. 

the seven innings of regulation play. THE MAJESTICS and Long Beach (Ca lif.) 
IN THE SECOND inning, Miss Fellenz looped Renegades will also meeL today in a losers' bracket 

a one-out single to left and advanced to second on a game. 
bunt by Kathy Escarcega. Miss Gaw, who has just The Renegades have won four stra ight follow
one hit in four tournament games, grounded out to ing a J.Q loss to the Brakettes in the tournament's 
leave Miss Fellenz stranded at second opemng game. 

The Brakettes, who will meet the California If the Saints win today, they will play the 
Blazers tonight in a battle of the tournament's Majesties.Renegades winner at 4 pm. Thursday 
only two unbeaten teams, were denied a run in the The tournament, which began with a field of 24 
second by a base-running mistake teams, wil! end Friday with the championship 

Gina Vecchione reached first base to open the game. 
inning on an error by Miss Gaw as shortstop, and 
moved to th1rd when Miss Schumacher followed 
with a double off losing pitcher Michelle Thomas. 

AFTER MICHELLE struck out Deanne 
Moore, Chris Dinoto bunted and was thrown out by 
third baseman Helen Andrade. Miss Vecchione, 
after hesitating at third, raced home on the play 
and was tagged out after Miss Rau fielded a perfect 
throw from Miss Faure at first 

The Sainli and BraketLes both got runner::1 as 
far as aecond babe once afier that, but neither team 
could ~re until the ninth innini 

Saints Boosters and fans who wan t to greet 
players upon their return to PhOt"nix Sky Harbor 
Airport may travel by 6pecial bus arranged by 
Thunderbird Travel A nominal fee will be 
charged 

Departure timt> from Sun City will be deter 
mmed when 1t beeornes known when the Saints 
will return. For information or rc11ervatiotts, con 
tact Thunderbird Travel , 972.1191 
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Saints compete in tourney 
In the second game. the Saints 

outlasled the Outbound Travel 
organization from Minneapolis 
The Hnat score was 1 to 0. game 
results were 1-3-0 for the Saints 
and0-1--0 for the Outbounders. 

It's halos all the way for the 
The sun City Saints, competing 
In the women's ASA national 
fast-pitch tournament In Buffalo. 
NY 

The sun City team was 
scheduled to meet defending 

I champions Raybestos Brakettes, 
from Stamford, Conn. at 4 :30 
pm. <Arizona Umel Aug. 21 

The Saints won two games on 
Saturday In the first conlronta
tion. the local team claimed a 5 
to 1 victory over the Lower 
Bucks Bandits, and the winning 
pitcher, Michelle Thomas push· 
ed her season record to 14-2 

The game results were 5-8-0 for 
the Salnts and 1·4-2 for the Ban
dits. 

Winning pitcher was Connie 
Clark, with a season record of 11· 

3. 
On a roll. the Saints captured 

their third straight win In Sun
day's game, which turned out to 
be a 3-2 meeting with La Palma 
Restaurant of Flint, Mich. 

Clark, again the winning pit
cher. claimed a season record of 
12_3_ The game results were 3-3-2 
for the Saints; 2-7-3 for La 

Palma 

NEWS-SUN THURSDAY, AUGUST 23, lfl-4 

Saints take day off 
due to rainy skies 

By STEVE HAWLEY a battle ol unbeaten teams. 
Sport• Editor the defendfog champion Strat-

BUFF ALO, N.Y.-Rain ford, Conn., Brakettes will 
ga ve way to partly cloudy take on the California Blaz 
skies over western New York ers. Both teams are 4-0. 
today and play was expected Play will continue Friday 
to resume in the national with the championship game 
women's fast-pitch so[tball set for 4 p.m. A second game, 
tournament. i( necessary, would be played 

Tournament officials post- at 5:30. 
poned Wednesday's three The top (eur teams will 
scheduled games aft.er deter- earn a berth in next year's 
mining the Houghton Park national tournament 
field unplayable a few min- Sun City, which finished 
utes before the Sun City third in the 1983 tournament, 
Sainta and Computerland Tuesday los~ a 2-1, nine-in
Hustle or Hayward, Cali(., ning decision to Stratford, 
were to begin a 3 p.m. (Ariz- which has won three of the 
ona time) conteet.. last (our national champion-

3.;n:~ ~~~ni~:e~li:1~at!~ shru~ Lewis' two-run homer 
e"·ent were to meet in today's carried the Bluer:!I to a 2.0 
first game at 1 p.m. victory Tuesday over the 

Another lo1ers' bracket Maje,tics 
game matched the Long This year's n«tional cham
Beaeh Renegades apinst the pion will represent the United 
Orange Ma.,estics in a bettle States in the World Games in 
of California teams. London next August 

The wrnners of tb0&e two Teams f1n1sbrng second 
i;ames will meet at 5:30 p.m. through fifth will t arn a h"ip 

~::a.~e ~9:fs :~e~e:1~~: ~esi~:ii~a~~t~~i!e~f.:rts 



Saints get 
4th place 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 24, 1984 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

BUFFALO, N.Y.-There will 
be no national softbal I title for 
the Sun City Saints again this 
year. 

Sun City has finished fourth 
or better in the national wom
en's fast-pitch tournament each 
of the past six years, but only in 
1979 was it able to claim the 
coveted championship . 

The Orange (Calif.) Majesties 
were spoilers this time, defeating 
the Saints, 3-1, Thursday night 
at Houghton Park. 

ORANGE WAS scheduled to 
take on the defending champi-

~;;~/l~a:r:ir!f::?~~e~;~~:!~k~ 
et game. 

The winner was to meet the 
undefeated CaHfornia Blazers in 
a championship game at 4 p.m. 
today. A second game, if neces
sary, will be played at 5:30. 

Although the defeat meant a 
fourth-place finish for the Saints, 
who finished third in 1983, they 
have earned a berth in next 
year's national tournament. 
They also have qualified for the 
1985 National Sports Festival in 
Baton Rouge, La. 

THE SAINTS took a 1-0 lead 
against the Majesties in the 
fourth inning when Suzie Gaw, 

I who had just one hit in 19 pre
vious at-bats, lined a triple a few 

\ 

r_,_ et i.nside Lhe left.field line. to score Kathy Escarcega. 
The Majesties ,irabbed a 3-1 

lead m the bottom of the fourth 
mning with three hits and the 
aid of two walks and a Saints' 
error 

Michelle Thomas, winning 
pitcher in the Saints' 2-1, 13-
mn~~ victo earlier Thursday 

l :1~0~rli~~h:ard~da~:r1;::e ~i: 
leadof single to Jenny Moore, 
who radvanced to second on a 

\ 
sacrifice bunt. 

MISS MOORE moved to 
third when Miss Gaw booted 
Terry Keasling's grounder and 
scored to tie the game, 1-1, when 

I ~ierJ~_ieM~~~de~8 ri~~~:r~~i~~~~ 
ble chased Miss Keashng home 
with the Ma.ie8tics' second run 

l ~;i~d ~~;~ced Miss Tanaka to 

Connie Clark then relieved 
I Michelle and Kim Nutter greet 

ed the right-hander with a bunt. 
Third baseman Helen Andrade 

pounced on the ball and threw to 
catcher Marilyn Rau, who 
tagged out a sliding Miss Tan
aka. 

Connie then issued wnsecu
tive two-out walks to force in a 
run and give the Majesties a 3-1 
advantage. 

WINNING pitcher Tammy 
Delp retired the Saints in order 
in the fifth and sixth innings and 
got the first two batters she 
faced in the seventh. Tammy 
McKinney lined a two-out single 
to left field, the Saints' second 
hit before Miss Delp got Mary 
Faure to hit into a game-ending 
groundnut. 

Miss Thomas, 2-2 in tourna
ment play, suffered the loss. 
Miss Clark was 2-0 in the tour• 
ney. 

Bonnie Kraemer, who pitched 
in 14 games for the Saints dur
ing the regular season, appeared 
only briefly in one game and did 
not have a decision. 

THE MAJESTICS got a shot 
at Sun City by beating the Long 
Beach (Calif.) Renegades 1-0 in 
Thursday's first game. 

Kathy Van Wyck hurled a 3-
hitter as the Blazers (5-0) edged 
Stratford, 1-0, in the other 
Thursday game. 
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SPORTS 

Saints take 
4th in nationals 

The Sun City Saints finished 
fourth in the national women's 
softball tournament, ending with 
a record of 4-2. 

By finishing fourth, the team 
automatically qualifies for the 
1985 National Tournament and 
the 1985 National Sports Festival 
In Baton Rouge, La . 

In thelr first game of the 
double-elimination tournament, 
the Saints beat the Lower Buck 
Bandits from Philadelphia. 5-1. 
From there they proceeded to 
victories over Outbound Travel 
from Minneapolis. 1-0: and 

LaPalma Restaurant from Flint, 
Mich. , 3-2. 

In their fourth outlng, the 
Saints suflered their first Joss to 
defending national champions 
Raybestos Brakettes from Strat• 
ford, Conn. Although both teams 
managed five hits, the Brakettes 
emerged vlctorlous 2-1 . 

The Saints came back with a 
narrow 1--0 victory over Com
puterland Hustle, a game which 
took 13 lnnlngs to complete. 

The Saints drive for the na
tional championship ended in a 
battle against the Orange County 
Majesties . The Saints only 
managed two hits and lost the 
gamel-1. 

I SATURDAY, AUGUST"· "" NEWS-SUN 

1
10 YEARS ~~O 

Aug. 26-Sept. 1, 1974 wo~~hbe ath~rr:;t~:~d t~~~e~~ 

Working their way up through 

p8a~~?s t;'1nt:f1 ~~! :a~~ed c:~~ 
world softball championship. 

* * * Sun Citian Jack Harri s is 
starting a Sun City Booster Club 
to help the softball team raise 
traveling funds for its playrng 
tour of South Africa and Rhode 
sia early next year. Lifetime 
membership fees are $10. 

for many yea rs, the Peoria 
Schoo! District board of trustees 
approved a call for a $13,250,000 
school bond u1sue election to be 
in October 

* * * A longtime critic of the Sun 
City Volunteer Fire District 
board of directors has accused 
the board of voting illegally to 
purchai:e another fire truck and 
said the district can reduce con 
Mdernbly the district tax levied 
on residenL'I 



Booster club 
··••·•)·· TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 25, 1984 

By STEVE HAWLEY 
Sports Editor 

The Sun City Saints apparent• 
ly will have to find a new home 
for 1985. 

The Saints Boost.er Club Mon
day night announced it will not 
sign a lease with Bade Boyes 
Partnership to use Sun City Sta
dium next year. 

Bade Boyes, owner of the 4,-
000-seat stadium, is asking that 
a new lease include a "facilities 
use payment" of $6,000 per 
month, said booster club Presi 
dent Joe Davisson. 

A FACILITIES USE pay 
ment was not part of this year's 
one-year lease which expired 
July 31. Da,.•isson said that lease 
called for rent of $1 and assump 
lion of liabilities, which included 
utility bills and maintenance ex 
penses. 

That lease was the same as 
one provided by the Del E. Webb 
Development Co in 1983, Davis
son said. Webb sold the stadium 
to Bade Boyes in September 
1983. A condition or the sale was 
that Bade Boyes maintain the 
property as a stadium until Jan. 
I. 1988 

The focilities use payment 
would increase booster club ex• 
penses by $20,000 next season 
and would make it difficult to 
operate without a deficit, Davis• 
son said. 

"AS FAR AS the current 
board is concerned, v.e're saying 
no," Davisson told about 100 
booster club members Monday 
night m the Suntowner. "There's 
no way we can assume a liability 
such as this. 

"Realistically, we cannot come 
out in the black using those kind 
or figures." 

Helen Marie Stobar Flory, 
booster club finance director, 
said the Saints' operating budget 
this season was more than $61,. 
000. 

THE BOOSTER club has 
more than $25,000 in checking 
and savings accounts, she said 
About $19,000 or that, Davisson 
said, is money contributed by 
investors in 1981 "which guar• 
anteed Webb that they would be 
paid back irthere was a.deficit." 

The money will be returned to 
investors, Davisson said. 

Davisson, vice president and 
manager or a Sun City West 
bank branch, said Bade Boyes 
also is asking that the boosters 
pay to repair a lawn mower and 
replace a golr car stolen from the 
stadium this summer. Repairs to 
the mower, used at the stadium, 
have been put at $500, Davisson 
said. Value or the stolen golr car, 
he said, has been estimated at 
$1,000. Davisson said those and 
additional expenses or $650 for 
stadium repairs or maintenance 
probably would be made by the 
booster club to Bade Boyes, al• 
t~ough he reels they "might be a 
httle excess1 ve." 

NO ONE in attendance voiced 
disapproval al the board's deei• 
sion to not sign a lease. 

Long-time booster and board 
member Paul Morrill, citing a 
decrease in game attendance and 
club membership over the last 
fow years, said, "Obviously sort. 
bal_l is not as popular in Sun City 
as tt used to be." 

The cost of fielding a team bas 
increased steadily, he said, and 
would continue upward. 

shuns stadium lease • ,n '85 
The Saints went on lo fi ni1d1 

fourth in the nat1011 al lourna 
ment at Buffalo, N Y 

"WE HA VE reached the point 
or diminishing return and it's 
time to get out,'' Morrill said. 
"Next year it's ~oing to cost 
$80,000 to put a team on the 
field. I hate to see this day 
happen. but I think you ought to 
go into it with your eyes wide 
open·• 

There also were problems for 
the women's fast-pitch softball 
team on the field this season, but 
Davisson said they had no bear
mg on Monday's announcement. 

Former Saints General Man 
ager Gerald Stapley received 
board approval to replace Kar 
men Booth as coach following 
the 1.eo.m's se<:ond-plo.ce fini !!h in 

\ the July 6 8 Del E. Webb Memo 

rial Tournament. 
WHEN HE announced on 

July 12 that he was replacing 
Karmen, ~everal players, mclud 
ing veteran Marilyn Rau, threat 
ened to \e11ve the team. 

In a <'omprom1se move made to 
keep the learn intact and a!.sure 
that it would compete at the 
national tournament in August, 
Miss R,rn, not Stapley, was 
named interim coach 

DAVISSON SAID he is Jl 
tempting to find a !-ipon..,or and 
playing site for tht.• Samlb ne:-;t 
year. 

The Saints playt-cl t hei r fi rs t 
game m Sun City tn 1965 Sta 
pley was their coarh "hen they 
won their onlv no t10n,1I chanipi 
onship in 1979 
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Editorials 
Saints' long march ends 

A long, loving relationship is about to 
end. 

The Sun City Saints, the women's soft
ball team that marched into Sun City 
hearts in 1965, will play no more games in 
Sun City Stadium. 

The team's Booster Club, after several· 
years of valiant efforts to keep the Saints 
playing in Sun City, has decided not to sign 
a 1985 lease with Bade Boyes Partnership, 
owners of the Sun City Stadium since 
September 1983. 

Boyes' request for a $6,000-per-month 
facilities use payment was the determining 
factor; it would have made it impossible to 
operate in the black. 

Joe Davisson, Saints Booster Club presi
dent, said regretfully that a $20,000 in
crease in expenses facing the organization 
next year was just too much. 

The $61,000 budget this year leaves the 
operation slightly in the black, but that's 
possible only because of a lease that calls 
for a $1 payment for the stadium plus 
utilities and maintenance costs. 

There have been many good years for 
the Saints and loyal support from fans; 
there were the years when the name of Sun 
City went with the Saints to Europe, to 
New Zealand and to Hawaii; there was a 
national championship in 1979 and many 
times when the Saints were close. 

But in the last few years, attendance 
has declined, and the Boosters have strug
gled with the financing of the club since Del 
E. Webb Development Co. turned that 
phase of the operation over to them. 

Seasons have been underwritten with 
the help of $19,000 contributed by investors 
who have supplied the funds as a guarantee 
to Webb that any operating deficits would 
be made up. These investors will recover 
their money, Davisson promised. 

So it's the end for the Sun City Saints 
here. Their manager, Gerald Stapley, says 
he'll try to find another place for them to 
play-but they won't be the "Sun City" 

team anymore. 
Perhaps Peoria might want to have the 

Saints playing in their new sports complex; 
at least that would be in the neighborhood 
and some of their most loyal fans could still 
follow them. 

The Booster Club decision to call it quits 
and the Sun City Recreation Centers board 
decision not to become involved in any 
purchase of the Sun City Stadium makes 
the prospect of keeping that facility dim. 

The Milwaukee Brewers will play an
other winter schedule in the stadium; 
they've signed a one-year lease. But after 
that there's no telling what will happen. 

When the Boyes firm bought the facili
ty, the agreement with Devco stipulated 
that it would be maintained as a stadium 
until Jan. 1, 1988. There has been hope that 
a way could be found to purchase the 
stadium and keep it as a facility for Saints 
and Brewers games. 

But there isn't much else it could be 
used for, apparently, and it seems likely 
that the sentiment for keeping the facility 
will die out, now that the Saints will leave 
their Sun City home. 

For Sun Citians and Sun City Wester3 
who have been deeply involved in the 
struggle to keep the Saints playing here, 
this is a sorrowful time. There has been 
great pride in the Saints' achievements and 
their fans have had a grandparent's fond
ness for their "adopted" team as they 
shared in the many fund-raising events 
over the years-Sinnerama, the Walk -a
thon , Jog-a-thon and others. And, just like 
major football teams, the Saints had their 
own dance line, the Porn Porns, who too 
have become nationally famous. 

There appears to be no way now to stop 
the Saints' march out of Sun City. The only 
thing left to do is to give them a rousing 
farewell party and celebrate the old times, 
the good times. And to accept the fact that 
time has brought one more change to Sun 
City's way of life. 



Sun City Saints 
may have made 
final softball out 
Dissension, whopping rent hike 
wrack fourth-best team in U.S. 

--•AL.SH ........ v ... ,,.,, .. u 

SUN CITY - After a stri(e.filled aeason culminated 
l,y a lw.ge rent increase - to $6.0CN.) a month from $1 a 
Cat Sun City Stadium - the Sun City Saint& may 

Al= :~:~i!:!~ tt:~ =e~hot, Saints General 
Manager Gerald Stapley - a focus of internal 
diaension on the team - is planning a fund-raising 
drive in ao attempt to save the team. 

One of the nation's t.op women's amateur teams, the 
S.inta have been an institution since Del E. Webb, Sun 
City'a rounder, brought the team to the retirement 
mmmu1:1ity in 1966. 

But after a national championabip and years of 
ncellence. the Saints may have to fold becauae of the 
nat increue, • 1068 of interest among aging boost.en 
aM aquabblinc between a 1roup of players and 

~Sun City Saints Boosters Club, which had raised 
$40,000 a year to field the team, voted to disband this •n af'ter &he stadium's rent was raised to more than 
M,000 • month Crom $1 a year, dub President Joe 
Davi&&Oll u.id. 

The rent inrrea,;e was a decision of the Bade Boyes 
Partnerahip ol Glendale, which bouchl the atadium in 
1983 from the Del E. Webb Development Co. 

"The rurrent board does not feel we could •~sume 
~• current liability," aaid Davis.son, dub president for 
nine )'t.llfl and a vi« pruident or United Bank. 

In ~dition, he aaid, the burden ofrunnini the team 
r;- ra111ng money; ;icheduling, tali:in1 tieket.s Ud other 

-Saints,A7 

I o The Arizona Republic ( Monday, December 3, 1984 ---- -

Saints 
Continued from Al 

responsibilities - grew too heavy for the few booaters 
who did most or the work. 

"It waan't just being burned out - a Cew of our key 
people passed away," Davisson aaid. 

Internal dissension between the players and Stapley 
also made working for the Saints less enjoyable, said 
Helen Marie Flory, the club'a dirtctor of fmance for 
four years. 

At one point in midaeaon, five Saints reCUHd to 
play for Stapley afuir he fired coach Karmen Booth 
because the team was playing poorly, Stapley 11id. 

The players agreed t.o play again only aft.er Stapley 
, appointed Marilyn Rau, the team'• oetcber for 18 

years, as coach. 
Stapley also said he wu forced to mill the National 

Sports Festival Tournament and the Amateur Softball 
Association National Tournament becauee the players 
threatened another walkout, 

The dissenters even forced him to ait in the press 
box at the stadium during games, refosing to play if he 
was in their dugout, Stapley said, 

"He didn't deserve the treatment they gave him," 
Flory said. "When you listen to a lot of cripea, it's no 
longer fun anymore. I've just had it." 

The rent tiike and the club's dissolution leave the 
team with almost no money t.o pay expenses and no 
placet.oplay. 

Despite the obstacles and controversy, Stapley said 
he hopes Lo resurrect the S.inta by finding a new field, 
kicking the dissenters off the learn and orranizing a 

run1;;;[~9fh~r:~!;:~ !;eth!ri:~~'&7~:'::ied a 
40-12-2 record and were the fourth-but team in the 

r~:r:ti~Js ~~~~~:::, ~:r:~~n~ ~f~:.'N~~~~ 
Saints earned a berth in the 1985 competition. 

Davisson said the boosters have turned over the 
Saints' uniforms and equipment t.o Stapley, who muat 
aolve the financing and field problema if the team is to 
continue. 

He u.id a decision must be reached on the team's 
future in January, when games have to be scheduled. 

Helen Ga,cia of Glendale, the Saints' thint baseman, 
uid, "I'm very disappointed. It's kind of upeelting to 
think the team has folded aince the team bu been 
together for IO many yeare." 

Playing for the Saints ia part of I family traditioa for 
Garcia. Her mother, Rosie Andrade, played third bae 
•·ell enough for the Saints in the late 1960e to be 

' inducted into the Arizona Softball Foundation Hall of 
Fame in 1978. 

If the Saints folded, Garcia aaid, it would end her 
softbell career, even though she loves playinr the game l 
taught her as a child by Andrade. Garcia was a bat girl 
for the Saints when she was 12 years old. 

Garcia said five Saints who refused to play under 

~o~te;;.i~ta~!f~s:~~:ri!:~i~:d :a:~ffi~~=: :~:f :1: 1 
they were rallying behind Booth, their friend. 

However, most of the other women were like Garcia. 

;:;i:t ;~d'rts ~s~;:;;~er;t~natin the ~am 
include a fund-raising drive that would :f 1,000 fans 
to donate $10 each in order to coiled $10,000. 

The remaining $30,000 for running the Seinta would 
come from ticket Nits, contt81ions and community 
events such aa car wuhes and the annual "Sinnerama." 

th~eat8:'hlcbS:: ~t~t,:L~: ~ ; :~td~n:ti~~:fu; 
the privilege or kllllin, the players. 

But Stapley acknowledged that it would be almost 
impossible to collect gate receipts at ballfields in 
netrby Sun City W•t and Surprise becnse they have 
no gate t.o control admissions. 

Davisson said another possibility is t he Peoria 
Sports Complex, less than a mile from Sun City's 
eastern limit., which does have a field encircled by a 
CenC'e. 

However, the Peoria field also has bleachers with a 
seating capacity of not more than 100 people. 

The stadium problem can be traced, at leas t in ptu i. 
to the Del E. Webb Development Co.'1 decision to pull 
out or Sun City and in.est ita resource into 
construction or Sun City WesL 

Webb sold the stadium to Bede Boyes Partnership of 
Glendale in 1983 for $400,000- a prioe below it& value 
- after insisting on a proviso that the property would 
remain a ballpark thr~h 1987. 

The goal was to enaure that the stadium, which, 
ironically, was built t.o 1i~e the Sainll a home and to 
attract a major-lea,ue baaeball team for spring 
training, would remain available to the Saints and t}¥! 
Milwaukee Brewers. 

But Davisson said that there was no provision to b1r 
Bade Boyes Crom raisinc the rent and that he does nQt 
fault their deciaion. 

Jerry Bade, one of the stadium's ownell, could not 
be reached for comment on the rent increase. 

"The Bades are fine people, and they're business 
people," Davisson said. 

But Flory chided the Glendale developers for 
"asking an e1orbitant price" that the volunt.er croup 
cannot po&Sibly pay. 



Saints preserve 'em: 
By JIM WALSH 
NorlhwHI Valley Bureau 

SUN CITY - The Sun 
City Saints plan a resurrec
tion thts summer somewhere 
in the Valley, but the team 
apparently has been excom
municated from this retire
ment community. 

After the dissolution of the 
Sun City Saints Boosters 
Club last fall, residents have 
shown little interest in spon
soring the women's amateur 
softball team, General Man-

ager Gerald Stapley said. 
"I talked to some people in 

the area, and told them to 
spread it around," Stapley 
said. 

Although a few Sun City 
residents have offered dona
tions on the condition that 
the team remains in Sun 
City, "the phone hasn't been 

it~t~tg ::i.~~~eh!1~: let's put 
After a rent increase from 

$1 a year to $6,000 a month 
made Sun City Stadium's 

J 

friendly confines far less 
heavenly, "there's no place to 
play out there," Stapley said. 

Because of scheduling re
quirements, Stapley has to 
find a sponsor and a place to 
play by the end of this 
month. He said the team will 
move to a location chosen by 
the sponsors. 

Among the possibilities is 
joining a league in Phoenix, 
but the Saints always have 
been an independent team, 
scheduling games with the 

'Monday, January 28, 198~ · 

~m looking for a home 
best competition they could 
find. 

A Phoenix business has 
agreed to be a partial spon
sor, but more money must be 
i:aised to put the Saints back 
on the field, Stapley said, 
Last year the team spent 
about $40,000. 

1 The Boosters Club used to 
raise money for the team 
through community events. 

I The club disbanded, how-

\ t:~;• di~1d,r aS:;t{h! ~=~ai;i~~ 

!Saints 

members decided there was internal dissention over Sta
no way to raise enough pley's firing in midyear of 
money to pay the increased Coach Karmen Booth, which 
rent at Sun City Stadium. made working for the Saints 

The Saints had been far less pleasant, club mem
charged the nominal rental hers said. 
fees when the Del E. Webb . The lack of Sun City 
Development Co. owned the mterest appear~ to, spell an 
stadium. The company sold e~d to the Saints 18-year 
the ballpark in 1983 to Bade h1sto~y he!e and the close 
Boyes Partnership as part of relatwnsh1p betwee_n the 
its divestiture of Sun City team and the communit,:. . 
properties. . Del_ E. W~bb, the mult1m1I-

The team also was split liona1re builder an~ sports-
through much of 1984 by -Ssints,ExtraD 

I C..Un"'d from Ext" A 

man who founded Sun City, 
brought the team here rn 
1966. 

Since then, the Saints have 
been among the nation's best 
amateur women's teams, 
winning one national cham• 
pionship and placing in the 
top five on numerous occa
£ions. 

le~:.ssi~pl~~esa~!t::e ~J~~ 
e.rs from last year's squad 
have agreed to return, 
enough to entitle the Saints 
W entry into the Amateur 

• Softball Association National 
· Tournament. 

But Suzie Gaw, Marilyn 
Rau - who replaced Booth 
~s coach last year - and 
,;everal other players will not 
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Saints need backing 

By STEVEN SEXTON 
Sports Editor 

In 1966, the Phoenix Ram
blers, a women's fast•pitch soft
ball team, was searching for a 
new home and with the help of 
the Daily News-Sun, Del E. 
Webb Development Co. and over
whelming support from the com
munity the Ramblers became the 
Saints and moved to Sun City. 

I During their stay in the com
munity , the Saints achieved no
triety by capturing a national 
championship in 1979 under the 

I direction of Gerald Stapley. 
Over the years, the Saints 

made repeated trips to the na
tionals and came home with two 
runnerup trophies, four thirds 

l an~~n; f~~~- for a team that 
was almost without a home. 

I 

Now, it seems times have 
changed and matters have wors
ened for the Saints. A once
thriving organization appears to 
be ready to go under. 

Internal dissension, problems 
with a rent increase at Sun City 
Stadium and the loss or support 
by the Sun City Saints Boosters 
Club has made the club's future 
dim and bleak. 

The team's only hope of sur
vival in the past few months has 
been left up to Stapley, 

STAPLEY WAS trying to 
find a new home and raise funds 
for the Saints, but has decided to 
call it quits. 

"I am dropping out as of now," 
Stapley said this week. "There is 

h~[~ai:~J~Y~~~e~~; h~[~ 
of Sun City people I can't see 
raising funds and putting the 

team together." 
Stapley's frustrations are un• 

derstandable, 
Last season he had to deal 

with strife among the Saints. 
The stadium's rent was raised to 
$6,000 a month from $1 a year, a 
decision made by Bade Boyes 
Partnership of Glendale which 
bought the stadium from Webb 
in 1983. 

EVEN THOUGH there are a 
few players who say they won't 
play for Stapley, the Saints gen
eral manager believes he 
wouldn't have any difficulty 
forming a team. 

"I would have little problem 
raising a team," he said. "Get• 
ting money is the main problem. 

Supporting a team like the 
Saints can be an expensive prop• 
osition. 

"If we can get nine people, we 

could go to the Sports Festival," 
Stapley said. "But that costs 
money." 

BY PLACING fourth in the 
1984 national tournament, the 
Saints qualifed for the 1985 
Sports Festival in Baton Rouge, 
La., starting July 26. In August, 
the national tournament will be 
held. 

Stapley said it costs between 
$6,000 and $9,000 to send the 
team to the national tourna
ment. 

Last year the tourney was in 
Buffalo, N.Y. 

Stapley's recent decision to 
bow out as general manager and 
coach could be reversed. It all r 
hinges on financial backing and 
a place to play. 

' 11 WOULD be willing to come 
(to coach) but we have just been 

'. to survive 
I priced out of a stadium," Stapley 

explained. "The faithful fans 
wouldn't be able to go to Peoria 
or Sun City West. We wouldn't 
have a following. I have enjoyed 

I working with the Saints im• 
mensely," Stapley continued. "I 
have been with the Saints a total 
of eight years and the lowest 
place we got in nationals was 

ros;:pr~;~e;Qo lives in Mesa, 
says he wants to watch his 
daughter play softball on the 
eastside. Also, the time spent 
attempting to revive the team 
has been an emotional drain, 
says Stapley. 

"I have tried quite hard," Sta
pley said. "It is just too much of 
a chore for one person to run the 
whole job, I am going to spend 
time with my daughter . She 
wants to play in a 15•and.under 
fast-pitch league." 

Stapley says if residents are 
interested in keeping the Saints 
as a team something will have 
be done within the next month 
or it will be too late. 

"IT WOULD have to be ac
complished in one month," Sta
pley said. ;'We got to let them 
(national office) know very short• 
ly whether we will be defending 
champions or not." 
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Former Saints start 
By STEVEN SEXTON 

Sports Editor 
PHOENIX-Starting in June, 

nine former members of the Sun 
City Saints will be playing 
against fast-pitch softball teams 
in the Copperstate League in 
Phoenix. 

•••• the future of the team. 
The Saints qualified for the 

1985 Sports Festival in Baton 
Rouge, La., starting July 26 by 
placing fourth in the national 
tournament last year. The team 
was also eligible to compete in 
the national tournament in Au
gust. "We have a team and we are 

going t-0 be playing," said Mari
lyn Rau, a veteran player from 
the once-thriving Saints' organi
zation. 

MARILYN RAU Rau says the new team hopes 
to play in the national tourna
ment and indicated the former 
Saints are excited about compe
tition among Copperstate 
squads this summer. 

Rau says the team will as
sume a new name and play its 
games at Papago Park, Van 
Buren street and Galvin Park
way (off 56th street), in east 
Phoenix. 

Besides Rau, one of the origi-

nal Saints when the team was 
formed in 1966, Suzie Gaw is 
expected to play, with Karmen 
Booth assuming the coaching 
responsibilities. Rau declined to 
state the other players or the 
team's new name. 

Rau's statement ends specu
lation regarding the status of 
some of the Saints' players and 

Late last year and as recent 
as January, it appeared a trip to 
the 1985 national tournament 
would not materialize. The 
Saints had been priced out of 

new softball team 
Sun City Stadium, forcing the 
Saints Booster Club to disband 
last fall. 

In 1!-.)84 the fsooster club had 
raised $40,000 to field the team, 
but decided to end its support 
after the stadium's rent was 
increased from $1 a year to 
$6,000 a month, The rent in
crease was made by Bade Boyes 
Partnership of Glendale which 
bought the stadium from Del E. 
Webb Development Co. in 1983 

Without financial backing 

I and a home, the Saints were in 
the process of regrouping 

Gerald Stapley, former Saints 
general manager and coach, 
had tried to find a new home 
and raise funds for the Saints, 

but called it quits in late Janu
ary. 

Meanwhile, Booth and some 
other Saints were working on 
forming their own team. That 
effort was culminated this 
month with the announcement 
the former Saints would ptay in 
the CopperstateLeague. 

During the time Stapley was 
trying to rebuild the Saints, he 
said he would have "little prob
lem raising a team" but discov
erd difficulties in obtaining fi. 
nancial support and a place to 
play. 

Consequently, Stapley re 
signed as ge neral manager, 
adding that he wanted to spend 
time watching his daughter 

play softball on the eastside of 
the Valley. 

Under Stapley's leadership, 
the Saints had captured a na 
tional championship in 1979 
and also claimed two runnerup 
trophies, four thirds and one 
fourth 

Now, after 18 years in Sun 
City, the Saints, a team created 
from the old Phoenix Ramblers, 
will not be back for another 
season at Sun City Stadium. A 
remnant of last year's team has 
returned to the big city which 
served as the Ramblers' home 
for 25 years 

Letl behind for residents of 
the Sun Cities are memories of 
the past 
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