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U.S. Postal Service Letter 

April 26, 1993 

Mr. Ed King 
Board of Supervisors 
301 W. Jefferson St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2113 

Subject : Community Contact Letter 

; ~ ~ 

* - * ... * * * * ... 

United States 
Postal Service 

APR 2 8 1993 

Due to congressional action, governmental funds have been allocated to provide 
a Post Office facility for the residents of Sun City West, Arizona. 

At this stage in planning, the Postal Service is reviewing growth factors, 
size requirements, potential locations, and environmental conditions which 
should be considered in our planning. 

Our studies will include investigation of various alternatives that will meet 
the needs of the Community of Sun City West. At this time, we estimate our 
needs to be approximately 21,000 square feet of building space on a site of 
about 160,000 square feet. 

We would appreciate receiving your concurrence and/or comments in writing 
concerning this proposed project by May 15, 1993. Your views concerning our 
facility planning are invited and, if you wish, my representative will meet 
with local officials to further review our preliminary planning. 

Sincerely , 

I . t, I:;:::? /l# 
avid -~ 

District Manager, Customer Services 
4949 E. Van Buren 
Phoenix, AZ 85026-9998 

cc: Manager, Denver Facilities Service Office 
Manager , Communications, Denver, CO 
Administrative Support 
Manager, Post Office Operations (B) 
Postmaster, Sun City, AZ 
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Many contributed to getting post Office 
By HOWARD W. WILSON 

Now that the plans for the 
new full-service post office for 
Sun City West have gone out 
to contractors for bids, I be­
lieve it is time to try to set the 
record straight and to give 
credit where credit is due, as 
best we can. 

The effort to get- our own 
post office goes back to the 
time in 1983 when Loise 
Copes was president of the 
Property Owners and Resi­
dents Association of Sun City 
West. And since that time 
each of the presidents of 
PORA made an effort to get 
the U.S. Postal Service to 
recognize our need and to in­
stall a new full service post 
office here in Sun City West. 
These various presidents have 
substantial correspondence in 
the files to attest to their val­
iant efforts. They are Bob 
Williams, Aubrey Johnson, Dr. 

Ben Davis, Bill Thomas, Al 
Spanjer, Sandy Goldstein, 
Morey Jensen, Bob Emmons, 
Dick Egan and Bill Fry. In -
fact, when Bill Thomas was 
president back in 1985 he was I 
promised in writing that we 
were to get our own post of­
fice and ads were run in the 
local papers requesting bids. 
Then, the action was sum­
marily canceled. 

But back in 1989 and 1990. 
several of us decided that the 
time had come to make an all­
out effort. We decided that we 
would circulate a petition, 
prepare a professional video, 
develop a number of dramatic 
visuals and make a renewed 
letter-writing effort to get our 
elected representatives in­
volved more deeply. Although 
Congressman Bob Stump and 

Sens. Denn is DeConcini and 
John Mc Cain had been 
somewhat involved before, we 
asked them for renewed effort 
and a big push to help achieve 
our goal. 

At this point, we convinced 
the Sun City West Kiwanis 
Club along with PORA to take 
a n active role in getting the 
job done. E. Wayne Titus (who 
became co-chairman of the 
Post Office Committee), Phil 
Mitchell and I led the drive. 
Spouses helped. Presidents of 
clubs and church groups 
helped. Dozens of volunteers 
sat at tables outside the·stores 
and pitched in to get petition 
signatures. Joan Rentner and 
all the volunteers who worked 
at PORA as well as the entire 
PORA board provided great 
assistance. As the petition 
drive progressed we got busy 
making a professional video 
presentation. Jack Lewis 
manned the cameras while 
Morey Jensen and I did the 
visuals, scripting and n~rra­
tion. Dr. Phil Gelbach did a 
masterful job on the technical 
end in editing and finalizing 
the video presentation. 

Then we had a lucky break. 
Virginia Smith, a congress­
woman from Nebraska, moved 
to Sun City West. Knowing the 
ropes in Washington, she took 
the petitions with over 11,000 
signatures along with the 
video to Washington. She held 
meetings with her congress­
ional friends, with our repre­
sentatives, and with the 
postmaster general. He p_ro­
mised to come visit us , which 
he later did. But the Sun City 
postmistress poisoned the well 
- and all we got was an ex­
panded contract station. 

It was then that Virginia 
Smith and several of us 
started another letter-writing 
campaign, with the help of 

Judy Leiby from Sen. DeC­
oncini 's office. The senator 
used his position as chairman 
of the Senate Finance Com­
mittee to insert a line item in 
a general appropriations bill 
for $1.1 million for a post of­
fice for Sun City West. The 
new postmaster general asked 
the Senator to increase the 
amount to a safe top of $5 
million . Under Virginia 
Smith's direction, we wrote 
letters to the members of Sen. 
DeConcini's committee and to 
the senators on both sides of 
the aisle. And again we solic­
ited the help of Rep. Stump 
for his renewed efforts along 
with our letters to members of 
the House. 

The bill passed both houses. 
The president signed it. And 
now with the full cooperation 
of our new Sun City post­
master, Mark Strong and 
PORA, we expect to have our 
new full-service post office in 
operation before Christmas. It 
will be state-of-the-art and 
will cost substantially less 
than $5 million! Hurrah! 

Some of the other dedicated 
helpers to whom we are all 
indebted include: B.J. Coulter, 
D.J. Horton, Henry Hanson, 
Bill Marsh, Dot Krueger, 
Ralph Hahn, Larry McIntyre, 
Marshall Garth; Ev · Bey, 
Sheldon Levine, Glenn 
Weatherby, John Bergh, Con­
nie Swan, Ernie Edison, 
Haven Smith and Bob Hart. 
And there are many more! 

So, our hats are off to Vir­
ginia Smith and to all these 
helpers. It just shows what 
can be accomplished when we 
set our minds to it and work 
together! · 

The writer is former co­

chairman of the PORA Post 

Office Committee. 



POST OFFICE DRIVE BY 

OVER225VOLUNTEERSHAS 

BROUGHT 11,207 

SIGNATURES REQU.ESTI.NG 

A FULL SERVICE POST 

OFFICE FOR SUN CITY WEST 

AT PRESS TIME! 

. PORA wants to express our grati­

tude for this tremendous ground swell 

of support. LETTERS FROM 

CHURCHES AND SYNAGOGUES, 

BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONAL 

PEOPLE ARE BEGINNING TO·COME 

INTO THE PORA OFFICES. 

Now, in order to be sure that the 

Postmaster General of the United States 

understands that Sun City WEST 
DESERVES AND NEEDS ITS OWN 

FULL SERVICE POST OFFICE, we 

ask you to complete the enclosed 

questionnaire and return itto PORA 
in the next three days. We intend to 
deliver these along with a complete 

presentation and the 11,000 plus 

signatures to the Post Master Gen­

eral himself, in perso.n. 
\ 
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SCW ready for big p 
Postmaster General 

due to arrive Saturday 
By MIKE GARRE'IT 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY WEST - Post­
master General Anthony M. 
Frank will be arriving special 
delivery in Sun City West Sat-
4rday. 

Frank will be greeted at 10 
a.m. in the Sun City West 
Foundation office in the Com­
munity Services Building by 
some 60 Property Owners and 
Residents Association officials 
and residents active in PORA's 
and the community's post office 
campaign. 

The community hopes to show 
Frank the needs of its growing 
population, esecially its elderly 
and disabled, that would justify 
a full-service post office. 

Sun City West is expected to 
have a population of 31,000 by 
the year 2000 when its proposed 
expansion area is completed. 

The community is now served 
}>y a postal contract substation 
in a Mercado del Sol shopping 
center florist shop near R.H. 
Johnson Boulevard on Camino 
del Sol and two contract substa­
tions in the Crossroads Towne 
Center at R.H. Johnson and Bell 
Road. 
' Frank will be accompanied by 

Sen. Dennis DeConcini and Rep. 
Bob Stump, R-District 3, whose 
offices have lobbied for the post 
office in recent years. 

Also expected is former Neb­
raska congresswoman and cur­
rent SCW resident Virginia 
Smith, who made a special trip 
to Washington this year to con­
fer with Frank and other postal 

officials about the SCW post of­
fice issue. 

" When I talked to Tony 
(Frank) about our post office 
needs, he said it was the first 
time he had ever heard about 
it," said Smith. 

Sun City West General Man­
ager Chuck Roach will represent 
Del Webb and Al Spanjer will 
represent the Recreation Centers 
of Sun City West Advisory 
Board. Also invited are past 
PORA presidents Bill Thomas, 
Sandy Goldstein, Loise Copes 
and Ben Davis. 

Frank is responding to DeC­
oncini, Stump and Smith's in­
vitations to visit Sun City West 
and evaluate their efforts to es­
tablish a full-service post office. 

U.S. Postal Service spokes­
woman Sharon Cornelius said 
Frank is strictly on a fact­
finding tour of the area. 

"His accepting the invitation 
by congressional officials does 
not imply that the Postal Service 
will establish a Sun City West 
post office," she said. "Sun City 
West residents should not expect 
a decision to be made on Satur­
day but can expect a fair and 
unbiased reception by Post­
master Frank." 

PORA President Bob Emmons 
said the community isn't taking 
for granted it will get its post 
office until Frank actually an­
nounces it. 

As part of his community ori­
entation-indoctrination, Frank 
will visit with residents involved 
in the campaign and view a 20-
minute videotape produced by 
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When Postmaster General A1 
West Saturday, he'll know wl 
support of a full-service pos 

SCW residents Dr. Phil Gelbach , 
Jack Lewis and PORA First Vice 
President Morey Jensen. 

Narrated by Jensen, the video 
contains a general community ' 
overview and SCW demographic _ 
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on post office 

Mollie J. Hoppes/ Daily News-Sun 

,thony Frank visits Sun City Committee members who spearheaded the year-long cam­
here the community stands in paign include, from left, PORA President Bob Emmons, 

t office. PORA Post Office Wayne Titus, Howie Wilson and Jack lewis. 

facts and figures supporting 
SCW's need for its own post 
office. It also shows several vac­
ant bank buildings and lot sites 
where a post office could go. 

Frank is then scheduled to 

take a 35-minute tour of those 
areas before returning to the 
Foundation building at R.H. 
Johnson and Stardust boule­
vards for a question-answer ses­
sion. His visit is scheduled to 

conclude at 11:30 a.m. 
Emmons will serve as tour 

moderator. PORA Post Office 
Committee co-chairmen Howie 
Wilson and Wayne Titus will 
present all the facts and figures. 



Ed Cirillo, PORA President 

Mark Strong, Postmaster 
Virginia Smith 

Carla West, Manager, Customer Service 

Ground Breaking 
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Tour of Post Office 











Dedication Ceremony 

WILSON WAY 
in honor of Howie Wilson, 

Chairman of the Post Office 

Committee 




