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Editorials

Sun City's 22nd birthday

It doesn’t seem possible that
Sun City is 22 years old. “‘Only
yesterday,”” this area was
ranchland or desert, its future
in the mind and on the drawing
board of its founder, Del E.
Webb.

Progressing from infant com-
munity to child to "adoles-
cent it’s come through the
formative years and is now
grown up—finished except for
an empty lot here and
there—and completely on its
own.

The traditional celebration
will begin Saturday night, as
usual, with birthday dances
sponsored by the Bell, Sundial
and Mountdin View dance
clubs. The coffee and birthday

cake will be supplied by the -

Webb company.

The celebration will be
capped Sunday by the 22nd
Birthday Variety Show at 2
p.m. in the Sun Bowl, featuring
the kind of hometown talent
that enlivens many of Sun
City’s celebrational events. En-
tertaining will be the Aerobic
Dance Girls; the Katydids,
square dancers, the Posse sing-
ers; Latin Dance Club; and the
" popular Pom Pon Girls. The
event will end with the audi-
ence dancing to the music of
Jack Lowman’s Combo and
‘“‘Anniversary Waltz.”

Sun City Pioneer Club mem-
bers will be guests of honor.
They have had the privilege of
seeing the birth and the matur-
ing of Sun City. Consequently,
they have a special place in the
community as the ‘“elders,”

who carry the memory of its
history and its traditions.

Home talent galore will make
the Sunday celebration a real
Sun City event and local men’s
clubs and the Sun City Posse
will lend their help. The show,
which has become a cherished
custom, is under the direction
for the second year of the Sun
City Community Events Com-
mittee, with members Bill Lew-
is and Helen Vallee as co-
chairmen.

The committee deserves com-
mendation for the outstanding
way in which it has picked up
responsibilities that once were
discharged by the Webb compa-
ny as part of its development of

-Sun City.

We would like to suggest that
this group of caring citizens
might add one more project to

its list.

Sun City Pioneer Club mem-
bers are a remarkable source
for information on the commu-
nity’s early days; they have
memories that would lend
themselves to lively, personal
documentation of Sun City's
history. A community project
to create such a document
might involve local writers in
tape-recording pioneers’ stories
and compiling them—along
with newspaper articles and
other accounts—into a perma-
nent record.

With Sun City on the thresh-
old of a new era, those memo-
ries of past events could pro-
vide background necessary for
the planning of the communi-
ty’s future.



Banksopen

(November 24, 1960)

First National Bank of Arizona will open an
office in Sun City Monday, it was announced by
Sherman Hazeltine, board chairman.

The bank will occupy temporary quarters at
the clinic building until the permanent struc-
ture is ready early next year.

The new office, 63rd in_the bank’s statewide
system, is designed to provide regular bank
service to the many new residents and business
firms in Sun City and the fast-growing com-
munities between Glendale and Witkenburg.....'

A full-fledged Valley National Bank office
will begin servin% Youngtown and Sun City
Dec. 1. from the bank’'s newly purchased site
idjacent to the Youngtown Post Office on 111th

venue.

The announcement was made by Carl A.
Bimson, bank president, who said the U.S.
Comgtroller of Currency has authorized the
new branch.

The office will be opened in a specially
designed trailer bank, which the company
believes is the largest and most completely
quip ed in the nation.

aylor Smith, a veteran VNB executive, will
head a staff of five employes at the new office.

The office, 67th in the statewide VNB system,
will be known officially as the Youngtown-Sun
City office.
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SUN CITY’S
20th BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION

January 8 — January 27, 1980

1960 Re-visited

Back in 1960 Sun City was an oasis of activity surrounded by dapartments. left. Grand shopping center. Oakmont Recreation
cotton fields. Recognizable landmarks include the King's Inn and  Center and a portion of North Golf Course.

7

FOR ACTIVE RETIREMENT

£ "ﬁ"_(- g " L - % 1
What's in a name? Relaxation

A national contest was held to name Del Webb's new retirement ~ Sun Citians didn't normally set up their chaise lounges n the
community and the "Sun City” entry of Mr. and Mrs. EA. Britton of  street. but that's what the Life Magazine photographer wanfed
Eugene. Oregon. won. Their prize — a 2-bedroom home in Sun back in the early 1960's. Oh. those were the days.

City valued at S10.000.



'THE BELGARBOS

Acts of Vaudeville Festival of Music

THE RHYTHM RAMBLERS BAND

Festival of Dance

Saturday. January 26
1T0AM

(Organ Prelude Before Each Show)

1-4PM Sun Bowl
Sunday. January 20

—Polka Band

—The Sun City Chorus.
Willis Walley

—The Ray Teidel Trio

Sunday. January 13
2PM and 8PM

Monday. January 14

8PM (Noon Break)

—Rhythm Ramblers
— The Harmonettes Glee Club
—"Dixieland”™ by the Tunespinners

Sundial Auditorium

—Musical Antics by Parker

directed by

—The Magic of Hackman
—Manny and the Girl Friends

Sunday. January 27
1PM

— The Belgarbos

—Kinsey "Klassic”

—Stage Band

—"Golden Throat." Healy
—Comedy by Sun City Players
—Katydids

—Surprise Finale. "Viva Saipts”™

— The Statesmen Band

—Sun City Desert Aires

—Sun Crity Concert Band
—Inwitational “Jam Session”

Both Show& at sun Bowl

—The Bell Ringers.

—Ballroom Dances by the Bell Dance
Club

—Square Dances by the Sunsets

—Square Dances by the Squarettes

—Round Dances by the Fairway Dance
Club

—Ballroom Dances by the Fairway
Dance Club

—Square Dances by the Sun Dancers

—Square Dances by the North Stars

Sing Along with Lucy Hayes
(Acc. by Manny Grodman)

—Round Dances by the Sundial Dance
Club

—Hula Dances by the "Ledan's”

—Ballroom dances by the Mountain
View Club

—Square Dances by the Spinners

—Square Dances by the Twirlers

— Round Dances by the Rhythm Club

THE SUN CITY POM PONS

SUN CITY CONCERT BAND
(TRUMPET SECTION)



Sun City’s 20th Birthday

January 1960
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20 Days of Celebration

January 1980
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® This calendar includes highlights of Sun
City's 20th Birthday Celebration, There's
also space for you to pencil in the special
activities of your own Church, clubs and
organizations.

4

® Tickets for the January 13-14 Vaudeville
Show will be available from 10AM to 2PM
at Sundial. The lickets are free; simply
choose which of the three Vaudeville per-

formances you'd like to see.

6

® “Fitness In The BO's Walk-Jog-Bike Ride”

from Grand Center to the Sun Bowl
Registration begins at 12:45PM in Grand's
West Parking Lot Entry fee S1. Event free
to Fitness Festival participants. Special
buttons to first 500 persons registering
Dixieland music by the Tunespinners will
lead the procession to the Bowl. Program at
2PM at Bowl, with refreshments to follow.

. ® Opening ceremonies of the 20th Birthday
.. = Celebration, 11AM, Oakmont Center, =

® Coffee and donuts, music by Rhythm -
_* Ramblers Band, 10-11AM, Oakmont. =

@ Oakmont Open House, 10AM-2PM.

L] ;?Mnmin View Rec Center Open House, 10AM-

® Fairway Rec Cenler Open House, 10AM-2PM
& Fairway Library Open House, 10AM-2PM (music
Weismans Duo).

® Sunshine Service Open House, 10:30AM-1PM.

® Sun Valley Lodge Open House, 2-4PM.

® Good Shepherd — La Hacienda Apartments Open
House, 2-4PM.

® Rio Salado Community College Anniversary
Sampler BAM-5PM.

11

12

13

U.S. Post Office Open House, 11AM-1PM.

14

® Acts of Vaudeville Show, 8PM, Sundial
Auditorium (see Page 4 for show details).

15

L] L?’kﬁview Rec Center Open House. 10AM-
2PM.

16

17

# Sundial Rec Center Open House, 10AM-
2PM.

18

19

e 20th Birthday Dances, 8-11PM, Mountain

Sun City

View, Sundial and Bell Rec Centers; Cake
® Acts of Vaudeville Show, 2PM and BPM, - and colfee served at 9:30PM.
Sundial Auditorium (see Page 4 for show ® Boswell Hospital Open House/Tours, 2PM. ® Boswell Hospital Open House/Tours, 2PM.
Selaliv), : : ® Beverly Manor Open House, 1-3PM.
® The Carilions Open House, 2-4PM; paino
music by Ray Teidel.
@ Camelot Manor Open House, 1:30-3:30PM.
: Festival of M . 10AM-Noon and 1-
® Festival of Dance, 1-4PM, Sun Bowl {see | @ Sun City Area Community Council, First | @ Bell Rec Center Open House. 10AM-2PM. ® Marinette Rec Center Open House, 10AM- ® 530PM, Sun Bowl (see Page 4 for show
Page 4 for show details). Annual Charter Meeting, 1:30PM, Lakes @ Bell Center Library Open House, 10AM- 2 details).
® Sun City-Youngtown Ministerial Associa- Club 2PM {music by Ted Dzubiek Ensemble).
tion-sponsored ecumenical worship ser-
vice at SL. Elizabeth Sefon Catholic Church,
4PM. i
s Festival of Music.
-7 Page 4 for show
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It all started here |
~ Opening the first event in the 20-day 20th
) Anniversary Celebration, Tuesday, Jan. 8, at
Oakmont Center — the first of Sun City's

__recreation centers — Jane Freeman, Rec Board
member and member of the Celebration

- Senator Paul Fannin, principal speaker for the
. occasion; John Meeker, president of Del Webb

. Activities Committee, Introduces, left to right,

Development Co., who gave the welcoming
address; the Rev. E. Duane Thistlethwaite,
founder of Sunshine Services; Sam Higginboth-
am, chairman of the commitiee to build new
reading for the blind studios; the Rev. Walter
Witt, founder of Sun City’s first church and of
Sun Valley Lodge; Wendell Pierce, chairman of
the 20th Celebration Committee.
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~scribed the proposed developmmt m

L o i

BY KENNETH ARLINE
Gazette Reporter ¥ n

SunCity' S ’ TR ey

It began as a dream m a cotton “bedroom and bath with 900 square
patch and an alfalfa field. -7 " feet of living space to three bedrotr)rns
’ "“with two baths and 1200 square eet

hair:: ;h:a?nefmnmg. it dldn t even . “of living area.
l “A remrement commumty that wxll " The Dfl ﬁ:‘ “:be (ign;tructwn ICo
eventually ‘have.more than 1,600° said the -vn age” would be a complete
homes” is the way .one writer . de--: community for senior citizens, who,
¥ " though retired or semi-retired, still .
_are comparitively young and seeking
Seplembar; tIN. ; ‘a place to live in a community which™*
For $8,000 to $10,500, retlrees could . will provide the facilities necessary. to
buy their dream house. One model pmoy their “privileged years.” :
was said to be the only $9,000 home in
America bordering on grassy fair-
ways of a regulation golf course..

The houses would vary Irom two- '-_the Boswell Farms.

e R Ll AR 2

Sur_i City Column, Page C-'{_

ﬁrm stated, was to be on part of |

) R TS e S SN .0..-.*..

Sun City: 20 Years Of Gro wi'h

~" 20,000 acres recently acqulred from " .

.u-\-.-—‘)u

3
4

Imt;ally, 555 homes would be con
structed. g '-,‘ i

Also, the hrst nine. e holes of an 18
hole golf course were already unde
construction and “land for the secon
nine holes” had been set ssxde.

“The commercial center " fronting
in the main highway, will place shops
and medical facilities within walking
-distance of the rehrees homes,” a
story noted. “Two nationally known
firms already have enntracted for
space. Rl ¢ ; f

" Four months later flhe commumty

Y had a name and more than 100,000

The initial development, the Webb | genior citizens “jammed” the new de-

velopment to “‘tou:‘ t.he model bomes,
Turn tn SUN‘ CITY Page A-18



Dec. 28, 1979

NEWS-SUN

20th

- ANNIVERSARIES

VF

} b !‘- .-' J -)I:"

.‘ § ¥ ‘ 'Q_«.g‘; ‘{ ‘.. P .sln
't, Los b L T !4
Sun Cit s 20th birthday celebfaﬁon % ey 3. i

Highugh'ts inclupe a\vaudeville sh g"*‘

: o Cos, 0w eﬂ Chlldres : Dances COffee and cake' "get togeth-
will be kicked off with™ an Opén-houqé...ﬁ“n 0 e wce pr‘esldent dnd$- J 137and"14 iinSundial - ‘Auditoriugh Sers’! further performances .are . a
Jan. 8 in Oakmont Centér to commemo-t:;fre sﬁré‘t‘i' ndt‘Sam Higglnbotham of: Tick@ts will ‘e’ i-equlred ‘issued’ on {4 fe.f_scheduled A festival of music in’ thew
rate the first rec Centel‘ built 'in*, thef-.) hé tlub, UL AR LT "33-1 'ﬂrst come. tirst-sewe basis:from*l ~:Sun':Bowl : will .be one  of .the final y
community.” THE 8- OF folldivqln p.mi; A and, Friday:n}" events. Choral and instrumental musici

Members of the Pioneer Club will be, rdays:will-bé: listed on & speﬁlhl “pirthat Sundlal e i
recognized at the ceremony set'for 11 ?rd j tdAr Yavallable 78 shopg in gl n, centers and ibraries will:fea ured; as wlll iay
a.m. on the outdoor patio at. Oakmont‘ fl ming:": &enter Gra ¥ he the sites of! Operf *house . events . & mcars. 245 15
Wendell Pierce, 20th birthday commitss vay " e}PaCe, f..aRcmdéb ’Well ‘as;the *Sunshine Sérvices, Bel ‘,“Members of the 20th birthday ciale-i'
tee chairman, will serve as master ofty, awl: =laz§€and Thunde rd Pl R &Pdst Office,;a 1}:1 the Tuseum:si v ration comittee are Don. Brag Billi
-ht 24 fl- houses, ‘commemézy: .“AN EGUMENI&A ‘service. Undef 'hﬁ afid | Geneviéve Lewis, Jane' Freexﬁaﬂ"‘,,jf

ceremonies. ; Participants  will {include zﬁ 5,
Rev. E. Duane Thistlethwaite,r -John’ ‘E‘ati ,_xen éalnmént ‘events [aress Hilspices t of - the :Surl’; Clty-Ybuhgtbwﬁ :Mary Girard.“Joe -‘\mery,‘Glehn San d‘
7 ih %ﬁt berg, Helen Vallee and Wendéll‘Piefcé‘ 4

Meeker, president of Del EZ ‘Webb "Blanne délebralibn"% w1 H]Laterialéssbc}at ums ang  frid Derey He
B i Smettry o W O LR R SO SR E R

T T }ﬁf,b)h several : Sun , City glroups ‘will: be-‘i
at isplay- of . anthu’e; v
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20 days to mark Sun City’s 20t

Festive

By BRENDA SHOUN
Staff Writer

Twenty days of
festivities will celebrate
Sun City’s 20th birthday.

Plans are to fill those 20
days with activities rang-
ing from serious to
frivolous, prayerful to
playful, education to relax-
ing and from spectating to
participating.

Themed ““The Coming of
Age’’ the celebration’s
ultimate goal is to

recognize Sun City’s
maturity, the positive
aspects of age and a new
decade that may promise
dramatic progress in the
lives of mature citizens.
The birthday party plan
begins with a sweeping in-
vitation to all Sun Citians
to join in the festivities.
The 20th anniversary com-

mittee is extending to
churches, corn_mumty
clubs and social and

recreational groups the op-

portunity to enter into the
spirit of the celebration.

ACTIVITIES will begin
Jan. 8 with an open house
at Oakmont Center, the
first recreational facility
built in Sun City. Each of
the other six recreation
centers will sponsor a
similar open house — dates
to be designated — with
local organizations
assisting in making Sun Ci-
ty’s 20th birthday party
one to remember.

Also scheduled for the
celebration will be open
houses at several of Sun Ci-
ty’s community service
facilities such as Boswell
Hospital, nursing homes,
Sun City library, post of-
fice, fire department and
art museum as well as Rio
Salado Community Col-
lege. _

A vaudeville show,

directed by Don Bragg, is'

planned for Jan. 12 — 13 in
Sundial Center.

Details on how to obtain
the free tickets will be an-
nounced by the committee
later.

THE ANNUAL anni-
versary dances, open free
of charge to all residents,
will be held Jan. 19 simul-
taneously at Bell, Sundial
and Mountain View cen-
ters.

The 20 days of celebra-
tion will culminate Jan. 26
— 27 with the traditional

Sun Bowl Arts and Crafts
Fair, highlighted by a
festival of bands that will
feature at least six Sun Ci-
ty musical aggregations.

Sun City’s 20th anniver-
sary goals, as determined
by the committee, are:

— TO CREATE a sense
of unity among Sun Citians
by focusing on the celebra-
tion.

— To expose the talents,
skills and imagination

~ing process and
- achievement of happiness

possessed by residents of
the community.

— To give recognition to
pioneers and leaders who
have contributed to the
successful development of
Sun City.

— TO EXAMINE the
contribution that Sun Ci-
ty’s residents can make to
better understand the a}]g-
the

while growing older in

retirement.

" “In an effort to deter-
mine our objectives,”
Wendell Pierce, commit-
tee chairman, said, ‘‘we
had a series of brainstorm-
ing sessions involving
some 40 residents with
widely varied interests.
We also asked for sugges-
tions through the
newspapers and the input
was terrific.”

Pierce said the calendar
of events will be available
inlate December.




