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£ Super parade
for our 25th year

By Joseph Kimberley

Not quite "with a cast of thou-
sands™ as they say in Hollywood.
but with almost a thousand par-
Licipating and thousands more
lining the route. Sun City West
held its grandest of parades last
Saturday morning. The event.
along with the Lawrence Welk
show in the afienoon. culminat-
ed the vear-long Silver Anniver-
sary celebrations of the commu-
nity's 25 yvears (1978-2003).

Dee Hjermstad and Joe
Davisson can be very proud of
their successes with the 25th cel-
ebrations. They co-chaired the
anniversary proceedings that
kicked off last February. and
their hard work has paid off
handsomely. So. thank vou, Dee
and Joe. for a great year!

More than a hundred entries
formed the two-hour-long parade
that used "Look for the Silver
Lining" as its theme and made its
way through the streets of mid-
town Sun City West. passing a
reviewing -~ nd on Woodside

Avenue. Tamelotcli-
mate" ir nat good ol Ari-
zona s.ohine - 2came a tidy b

warm by nar e time. Mothe
Nature saw il to temper i1
creating a nice breeze 1o cool of!
the parade watchers. Although
the breeze became a little intense
at times. it didn't hamper the pa-
rade’s progress at all.

Starting at the R.H. Johnson
Rec Centers' back parking lot at
10 o'clock. the parade arrived at
the reviewing stand 15 minutes
later. It was headed by a SCW
Posse lead car followed by the
Posse's bicycle patrol. The pa-
rade's Color Guard came from

Our Lady of Lourdes' Knights of

Columbus #1673 who stopped in
front of the stand and presented
the colors to the parade commi
tee in a typical militan: manner.
Ken Meade. the West Valley's
renown realtor. was the parade's
grand marshal. He and his family
drove by in an open convertible
waving to the clapping crowds.
Following close behind was Lee
Daugherty, one of the parade's
:o-chairs, also In an open con-
certible, was appreciably re-
weived by the crowds. Lee's co-
‘hair. Dusty Rhodes, was seated
yn the reviewing stand.
‘ongratlations, Lee and Dusty.
n a great job well done.
One of Sun City West's several
idy dance troupes came next
w Jazzy Poms-—sKipping along
nd doing a form of step-dancing
1 their sparkling blue outfits and
olding sparkling silver pom-
oms. Silver and blue were the
ominant colors in this parade—
silver anniversary's colors. A
ar in hon( of the "Poms" was
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Seated on the reviewing stand atthe 25th anniversary parade, Saturday. Oct.

?5 (l.tor.) Rick Magnussen, CEO, The Madison; Carol Dana, dancr
instructor, Dysart Schools; Jim Henry, entertainer extraordinasre; Gi.
Griesman, director, Special Gifts, Sun Health; Kyle Crump, Edward Jornies
Investments who sponsored the awards; Ron McCollor and Jan Rittmaster,
commentators. Leading the parade units is Grand Marshal Ken Meade.

Photos, Joseph Kimberiey and Henry Skiba
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,zona's Secretary of Staw,
. Brewer, came along waving
fiom an open convertible fol-
lowed by the group from PORA.
Randy Fuller. president. and his
team took up three or four vehi-
cles. PORA. with the Rec Cen-
ters Governing Board. forms part
of the quasi-government we have
here in Sun Citn West in lieu of
incorporation. and they do a great
job
surprise last-minute inclu-
sion in the parade were members
of the SCW Rec Centers' Gov-
erning Board. Contrary to earlier
reports that they would not be
participating. most of them were
seated in two strerched ‘.!\)“-L'EH"L"'
A previous mlxundus(andnw
signalled an indication that they
would not be pmuupdmw It was
nice to see them join inon .

day.

arge group of Red Hat Soci-

.es came by which were a huge
hit with the crowds. Made up 01
great groups of gals that ge
lugethcr to have szll\ fun llmu
with their outlandish red hats and
purple outfits. they were from the
more than 20 Red Hat "chapters”
with such crazy. amusing names
as Red Hats  Us. Mad Hatters.
Red Hot Mamas. Power Surges.
Red Hat Hot Mamas. Las Som-
breros Carmin. Red Hat Cha
Chas. Les Chapeaux Rouge of
Arizona, Red Rascals. Rusty’s
Red Hatters. Classy Red Hat
Dingalings, Red Hat Ya Ya's : and
more. Ihu were all there. one
afier the other.

Maricopa County Sheritt Joc
Arpaio. boss man of our SC W
Posse. drove by with his wife n

sen convertible and received
appreciable applause. Then came
ma-chers and carloads of mem-
bers from various SCW
clubs—the Metal Club, the SCW
Visitors' Center. the American-
Italian Club. the Lawn Bowlers
and the Sunsations Precision

Drill Team. They're a group of

ladies in their 60's to 80's who
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Medal commemorates anmversary

By P. ATWOOD WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

To Max Gimpel’s knowledge,
Sun City is the first retirement
community in this country to
have a medal struck to com-
memorate something.

By October, gold, silver and
bronze medals will be struck to
climax the 25th anniversary
year as the “most cherished
souvenir,” which could be an
investment as well as a senti-
mental momento.

Sun Citian Gimpel has de-
signed logos most of his profes-
sional career, including one for
Youngtown’s 30th birthday and
the 25th anniversary pinwheel
logo which decorated T-shirts
and bumper stickers earlier
this year during the 25 days of
festivities here.

Now his two-sided coin has’

become a reality. It features the
figure of Del E. Webb as seen in

Sun City logo artist Max Gimpel designed this two-sided 25th
anniversary commemorative medal to be struck in gold,
silver and bronze this fall.

the statue at Bell Center on top

.and the modified pinwheel with

the “25” on the reverse.

Plans are to sell the bronze
coin, the size of a silver dollar,
in retail stores through partici-
pating retailers for under $10.

“And non-profit service orga-
nizations may sell the gold and
silver coin presentation set in a

cherrywood case with certifi-
cate of authenticity by taking
orders through Dec. 31,” said
Gimpel.

They will profit $50 a set he
reports.

The gold medal will eontam
one troy ounce of .999
andbethesizeofa%.s.
dollar; the silver coin will be

the size of a silver dollar and
contain one troy ounce of .999
pure silver, he reports.

The coins are being struck at
a mint in the Valley and are
offered by Phil Dedon
Investors Commemorative Mint
Ltd. of Sun Cities.

“We are pleased that the
medal is locally designed, local-
ly minted and being distributed
locally,” DeJong said.

“The dies will be destroyed
after producing all medals or-
dered by Dec. 31, making this a
limited edition,” DeJong said.

Retailers interested in sell-
ing the bronze medal, and non-
profit organizations may con-
tact DedJong at 584-6077 for
information about selling or
raising funds with the medals.

Gold and silver bezels will be
available to convert the coins to
necklaces and bolas, he reports.
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6,500 attend SC blrfhda

ByP. ATWOOD WILLIAMS

3 Stﬂﬂ Wnter
-When the Del E. Webb Devel-
opment Co. (Devco) throws a
birthday party, it's a whopper!

For some 6,500 people it was
only stage entertainment, cham

e and cake.

or many it was showmg off
the new dancing and acrobatic
skills they had refined since
moving to Sun City or Sun City
West. :

FOR 15 organizations it
meant receiving generous checks
for worthwhile activities. For
others it was getting large silver-
bowl trophies, a tangible form of
thanks for a job well done.

But underlying Devco’s Salute
to the Sun Cities was a lot of
very serious back-slapping.

Devco President Paul Tatz

was proud of the work his orga-
nization has done and recapped

the major events creating the
lifestyle he feels is the real ess-
ence of the Sun Cities.

“THERE IS a zest for life
here that cannot be found else-
where in America,” he said.

He pointed out that residents
here live longer and more fulfill-

ing lives than the general, popu-,

lation of the Valley. Arizona is
benefitting from the exodus of
people from colder climes to Ariz-
ona, bringing with them $800
n(llillion in 1980 alone, he report-
ed. -

He noted statistics that indi-
cate the federal budget is in-
creasing d:amatlcally the money
it devotes to retirement issues.
Tatz estimated that there is
more than $2 billion in banks
and savings institution deposits
in Sun Clty and Sun City West.

“THE MONEY you have
brought here also means jobs.

And retxrees don't take t.hose

jobs,” he continued, mtmg out

ow sought-after today’s seniors
are, and how his company hopes
to continue to lead the adult
community industry by under-
standing the changing needs of
those 50 and older.

He reiterated that Devco plans
tﬂtdevelop another adult commu-

y in the southwest when it
has finished building Sun City
West.

Another speaker, Robert Coh-
en, vice president of marketing
for Paine Webber Inc. and Sun
City branch manager, delineated
the role retirees play in the
financial world and how the in-
vestment patterns of this group
have changed through the years.

DR. JOHN Weisburger of the
American Health Foundation
predicted that “within 20 years
women will no longer outlive

party .

men’ because they are smoking
and have other “bad habits”
formerly attributed mostly to
men. A womap s life expectancy
averages 77; men 72. Because of
women's new bad hfestyle hab- .
its, their risk of disease is m-r
creasing.

“Fast food and large busmess
meals high in cholesterol and
fats, erratic intake of nutritious
foods and other nutritional no-
no's are increasing for women
and decreasing for men,” he
stressed.

He reports that for women,
lung cancer has replaced breast
cancer as the No. 1 cancer killer,
and heart disease and stroke are
also on the rise.

WEISBURGER is vice presi-
dent for research of the Ameri-
can Health Foundation, New
York, and director of its Naylor
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* Kesidents, groups honored

—From Al

Dana Institute, the only research
center in America devoted exclu-
sively to prevention.

“Mental and physical fitness
are fundamental for good health
and increased longevity. The rec-
reation-centered concept of the
Sun Cities should be a lesson for
individuals and communities ev-
erywhere; it is not just important
for seniors,” he said.

“Let’s adjust our lifestyle and
help others to do it, too. If we do,
we can all ‘die young as late as
possible,”” he exhorted.

MASTER OF ceremonies Don
Tuffs, Devco senior vice presi-
dent of marketing, called repre-
sentatives of 15 area service or-
ganizations to the stage to
receive from Tatz a share of the
25,000 silver dollars used to dec-
orate the Devco Fiesta Bowl
float.

“Because they turned green
and had to be sprayed silver for
the parade, the actual dollars
were replaced with checks,”
Tuffs reported.

Receiving $3,000 were the Sun
City West Lending hands, Prides
and Posse and Interfaith Serv-
ices; receiving $2,500 was the
Sun Cities’ Symphony Associa-
tion and $1,500 was awarded to
Sun City Area Hospice.

THE FOLLOWING groups
each received checks for $1,000:
Sun Cities Fine Arts Society, Art
Museum, Sun City Area Transit
System Inc. (SCAT), Sun City
and Sun City West Libraries,
Sun City Community Fund, Sun
City West Handi-Capables, Sun

at SC 25th birthday party

City Area Community Council
and the Sun City West Commu-
nity Fund.

The First Federal Savings and
Loan Association of Arizona
presented silver bowl trophies to
the Prides and Posses of Sun
City and Sun City West and the
Boswell Hospital Auxiliary.

Evelyn Conlin, chairwoman of
the Sun City Silver Anniversary
event, noted the accomplish-
ments of the recipients as Tuffs
presented the awards, which had
been decided by a committee of
community leaders.

INDIVIDUALS honored for
service to the Sun Cities were
the Rev. Duane Thistlethwaite,
Sam Higginbotham and Bill
Chapman.

For many, the highlight of the
day would be the stage action
which began with the Sun Cities
Pom Poms, resplendent in black
satin outfits. The energetic dan-
cers changed styles and wore
white satin costumes with metal-
ic red and silver pom poms for
their clogging number.

They alternated with the Sun
City West Rhythm Tappers, in
lavendar satin, who demonstrat-
ed snappy tap-dance numbers
with the use of top hats and
canes. They sang “Happy Birth-
day” which set the mood for the
day.

IT WAS AFTER all a giant
birthday party. The birthday
boys, Devco, furnished cham-
pagne and cake for 6,500 guests,
rented the Sundome and brought
in the guests’ favorite local and
professional entertainers.
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Don Tuffs, senior vice president for marketing for the Del E. Webb
Development Co., right, presents an award to Sam Higginbotham |
during a irthday party in the Sundome Tuesday. The award was_
one of eight given by the First Savings and Loan Association of
Arizona to groups and individuals in the Sun Cities during Devco’s

Salute to the Sun Cities.

(News-Sun photo by P. Atwood Williams)
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Parade marks Sun City’s silver anniversary
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El Zaribah Shrine
brings its own
transportation

along in the form

of this miniature
18-wheeler.
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Enjoying the parade are, from left, Felipe Mendez, 2,
Jody Brigham, baby sitter, Scott Brigham, 272
and Maria Ballance, 5, all of Pecria
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News-Sun photos by
M.J. Hoppes,
Jim Painter

Jim Caber rolled the route with a friend.
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Peoria and Dysart High School Bands provide music, color for Wednesday’s parade celebrafmg 25th anniversary of Sun ley s foundmg
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Pom Pom Girl Foofie Harlan
marches in parade

»

~
-

~
-

-
-

. o

¥,
i
‘/.

4

«BAry. Yoy

-4

Member of
El Zaribah
Oriental Band
charms snakes.

Judges award
arade prizes

Judges awarded prizes to
parade contestants in six cate
gories. Winners were:

Floats—Kealoha Dance
Club.

Wheels—Shriners.

Antique cars—Garret and
Jane De Ruiter in a 1916
Oldsmobile.

Golf cars—Michigan Club.

Horses—Mary Balke, riding
Arabian horse.
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Prides.
Representatives of the win-
ners who were at the ceremo-

ny at Sundial after the parade
received stained-glass Ka-
china trophies.

Four bands in the parade
also received awards for their
presence: Apollo, Cactus and
Peoria high schools and Ariz-
ona State University.

The judges awarded a prize
to Jim and Elsie Pryor for
their organization of the event
and Evelyn Conlin received a
f5ral arrangement as a token
of appreciation for her work in
the Silver Anniversary Com-
mittee.
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Jed Smith, Sportsmen’s
Club, hoists a bass.

Sun City Prides turn

out in force for the silver

anniversary parade.




Mary Balke braved the cold with her
Arabian horse and won a prize.



Brass tuba carried by member of Arizona State University’s
Marching Band mirrors parade route, anniversary crowd.
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Gimple created
anniversary logo

By BRET McKEAND

~ Although his face may not be
recognizable, his work certainly
is.

His latest creation has pro-
bably been seen by nearly every
resident of Sun City at each and
every activity this month
celebrating the community’s
25th anniversary.

*His name is Max Gimple and
he is the designer of the 25th an-
niversary logo. The logo, pictur-
ing a giant 25 inside the familiar
Del Webb pinwheel, can be seen
on hundreds of Silver Jubilee
items — T-shirts, bumper
stickers, patches and souvenir
stamps and envelopes. | |

‘“The symbol of the sunburst is
generally recognized by all Sun
Citians to be the symbol of Sun
City,”” says Gimpel.

“I simply took the sunburst
and added the number 25 to come
up with the design.”

The insignia was chosen by the
rec centers last summer over 40
other entries. The Sun Citian also
designed the 30th anniversary
logo for Youngtown this past
year as well as the design now
used by the Arizona Governor’s
Council on Health and Physical
Fitness.

Gimpel became interested in
the world of art while still a child
in his native country of Austria.
When he was 12 years old he won
his first art contest. He attended
Vienna Art Academy in Vienna,
Austria before moving to the

United States where he enrolled
in City College and Columbia
University in New York.

After serving with the U.S.
Navy in World War II, Gimple
worked at Bell Laboratories as a
supervisor of the Engineer In-
formation and Art Departments.

Over the years, Gimpel has
continued to do free-lance work
on a number of occasions. While
in Sun City he has done work for
the Thunderbird Merchants
Association, Meas Museum,
Temple Beth Emeth and the
Judaica Museum. He also
teaches art classes and hosts
workshops in Sun City rec
centers from time to time.

His most famous Work”
however, is his unique design of
an American Flag which hangs
in the Naval History Divisijon’s
Flag Section at the Museum of
American History in Washington
DXC.

The flag uses the words to the
pledge of allegiance to form the
blue field for the stars and the
words to the Star Spangled Ban-
ner to form the red stripes.

‘““When an idea comes to mind,
I make several sketches.
However, usually the first one
turns out to be the best,” says
Gimpel.

““A design should express and
explain an idea,” adds Gimple.
It should be simple and obvious
to the viewer. The viewer should
not have to figure out what you
are trying to express.”

THE SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT—January 16-22, 1985—Page 11

Photo by Bret McKeand

WINNING DESIGN. Sun Citian Max Gimpel displays his desig_n ?f
the logo which has now become the official insignia for Sun City’s
25th anniversary. Gimpel also designed Youngtown s 30th an-

niversary logo.
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# During the Jubilee Celebration at Sundial Center last week,
felt a close relationship to the many Sun City Pioneers also in
ttendance While I have been an active part of the DEVCO

- peration for only a couple of years, my association with the
P un Cities began in 1960.
% At that time, I was already a ten-year veteran with the Del
' ebb Corporation. That allowed me the opportunity to watch
community grow from its earliest planning states to open-
N g  day when thousands of people visited this new retirement
' CO mmumty in the desert.

® No one at Webb had any idea that this new community

ould succeed in the way it has. When we celebrate the 25th

J»* niversary of Sun City, we celebrate much more than the

irthday of a community. We celebrate the founding of the

m umque community America has ever experienced. We

ebrate a date’ that forever changed the lifestyle of

A I __enca S senior populatxon We celebrate a dream turned
ty through the vision of one man — Del Webb.

Ihad the opportunity to work very closely with Del Webb.

é he. storles I could tell about this colorful man would fill this
aper I do know that the creation of Sun City was truly his
1 bsl cherished accomplishment.

Tlad many opportunities during those early years to visit
3,, n City along with Mr. Webb. He always had a genuine con-
cern for the people of “‘his”’ community. He loved to chat with
‘residents and visitors at the Hiway House, today, the King’s
‘Inn. He also had a special concern about the construction of
in City homes. Del Webb never forgot his beginnings as a

ygne building the homes forget that either.
el Webb was a builder. But he also knew that it took much

es, to the support of the community’s first service
residents have validated Mr. Webb’s contention.

‘City succeeded because of its people. It succeeded
use Mr. Webb realized what these people wanted from
retirement. And, he created a community to satisfy their
_ As word spread about this wonderful community, it
ew to become the largest adult community in all the world.

it also spawned Sun City West, which today, carries on the
adition which Mr. Webb established.

In Sun City West, DEVCO is putting its experience to use.

Whether it’c the Aecion nf nnir hamaoc tho Arasmcbssabinee

AL o

t"ecreatlonal facilities or the thoughtful planning and land use
“within the t:ommumty, it all displays our 25 years of ex-
%:nence
; " Sun City West was created because DEVCO reahzed that
i : the desire for the Sun Cities lifestyle would continue to grow.
About 1978, all residential property in Sun City had been
%gveloped This allowed us to expand the concept beyond the
: borders of Sun City.
We are involved in the development of Sun City West in the
me way we developed Sun City. We will continue to support
 growth with the same resources that developed Sun City.
W , ile Sun City West must become our primary focus of activi-
, it does not mean that DEVCO has forgotten the importance
_f{Sun City nor its role in that community.
I personally cherish every opportunity I have to interact
_with residents of Sun City and Sun City West. Throughout the
'year, DEVCO makes donations to many community groups
whlch carry on the tradition Mr. Webb. envisioned. This year,
1 e will make far more than $25,000 in donations to groups in
oth Sun City and Sun City West.
£ “ 1t is indeed very rare to find a developer willing to put such
funds back into the community. That willingness, however,
I stands as a lasting tribute to the man who created the Sun
" C’itles The spirit of Del Webb will remain forever in this com-
,g’gny I’m sure it will also remain in the hearts of the people
who now enjoy a lifestyle that has added immeasurably to

)mmunity, a concept and its people May you prosper
rever

Pho'o courtesy of Del Webb Developmem Company

DEL WEBB'’s FRIENDS came from all walks of life — Presidents,
athletes and entertainers. including Bob Hope. a freauent visitor

OVE. |]
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A LABOR OF LOVE for the Sun City Stamp Club, the Sun City the Arts and Crafts Show Jan. 11-12 at Sundial Center. The club
Silver Anniversary envelope with a pictorial cancellation is ready.  had to get approval from the local post offices and the Washington
Hot off the presses, these colorful envelopes will be sold for $1 at  D.C. post office.
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Jubilee depicts
Sun City living

By GILLIAN SILVER

If you are among a small band
of residents researching the
community’s roots, you start out
by employing your best in-
vestigative techniques, sorting
through hundreds of barely-
salvaged photographs and bulky

* company files.

Sometimes the sawdust clut-
ters the way, tabulated informa-
tion is difficult to decipher and
sources are hard to locate. But,
eventually, as the story unwinds,
life is brought to the man behind
the Sun City brainstorm, Delbert
Eugene Webb.

The publication ‘‘Jubilee,”
documents the first 25 years of
Arizona’s largest retirement
community. Project coor-
dinators Jane Freeman and
Glenn Sanberg, along with their
group of ‘“‘grassroots’’ historical
buffs, are successful in their ef-
forts, providing a lively portrait
of a truly active community.

The volume details the rise of
the brash, young builder as
Webb is awarded important, ‘“‘no
price-attached” contracts for
such large projects as Luke Air
Force Base, the Phoenix Towers
and California’s Hilton Hotel.

A flamboyant personality,
Webb rose from humble depths
as a high school dropout to
world-renowned status as an in-
dustrious multimillionaire who
has graced numerous magazine
covers.

Unabashed by a challenge,
'Webb is presented as a construc-
tion visionary, who recognizes
and capitalizes on a contem-
porary idea. Adapting a concept
of adult-only housing marketed
by neighboring Youngtown,
Webb set out to improve the
quality of living available to
‘seniors. He saw great potential

in providing' reasonably. priced

housing, complete with com-
munal recreational facilities, for
an exclusive clientele of retirees.

He wasn’t, however, beyond
recognizing the drawbacks of the
proposal. Questioning the attrac-
tiveness of a community
restricted to adults over 60 years
of age, Webb conducted surveys

and consulted with others in the

business. As an entrepreneur, he
sought ‘“‘safe’” investments and
took the risk of his career as he
launched plans to develop the
retirement oasis.

The risk flourished as the new
community attracted prospec-
tive homeowners from
throughout the nation. Sun City
thus began chiseling its place in
the annals of history, foraging a
“‘new way of life” for the aging.

“Jubilee” is a conscientious ef-
fort. Sometimes bordering on
glossy public relations fluff, the
book tries to be fair in its presen-
tation. Webb is simultaneously
demythicized and immortalized,
as his ambition to see the
development succeed is balanc-
ed with his monetary motiva-
tions.

The chronicle also serves as a
helpful guide to the many clubs
and amenities thriving in Sun Ci-
ty. The sections discussing the
establishment of organizations,
the importance of volunteers,
and residents’ involvement in
self-government show just how
vibrant, and alive seniors really
are. In addition to its value as a
resource guide, ‘‘Jubilee” is a
tribute to the unique spirit of Sun
City and its inhabitants.

The project unifies recollec-
tions, history and anecdotes
gathered by Sun Citians, many of
whom are community pioneers.
Compiled by numerous
volunteer writers, the combina-
tion of all these individual con-
tributions is shared in well-
blended style. This momentous
task is managed with skill and
confidence by Rita and Eugene
Wright.

Perhaps only in Sun City could
an idea for a ““Jubilee” develop
so naturally. A well, executed,

‘organized,” thorough .accounting

of the community, the book, and
the process of its development
from concept to reality, says a
lot about the area’s residents.

Copies of ‘‘Jubilee’”” are
available for $5 an issue at Bell
Center Library Tuesday through

- Friday and at Fairway Center

Library Monday through Friday.
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Anniversary art sale starts

By P.ATWOOD WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Only three of the events
scheduled by the Silver Anni-
versary Committee of the Sun
City Recreation Centers are
open to the public.

The first will be the giant
arts and crafts show and sale
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday
and Saturday at Sundial Cen-
ter.

In addition to items made by
members of 35 participating
clubs, 25th anniversary logo T-
shirts, bumper stickers and
patches will be for sale. The
silver, blue and red logo was
designed by Max Gimpel, a Sun
Citian.

Also on sale will be copies of
the city’s history book, “Jubi-
lee,” written and published by
the group whieh hopes to be-
come an historical society some-
day. The 280-page soft cover
book costs $5.

Orders are beginning to come
in from philatelists in Germany
and Hawaii for the cachet enve-
lope bearing the tri-color 25th
anniversary logo.

Cancellations reading “Anni-
versary Station, Sun City, AZ
85351 also will be available
during the art show and sale by
postal employees. The envelope,
which may be used as a collec-
tor’s item or for mailing, will be

on sale at the Sun City Stamp
Club booth or at the post office
on Bell Road through Feb. 11.
The cost for each prestamped
envelope is $1.

Mail orders.- may be sent to
Fred Swanson, 9342 Glen Oaks

Circle N., Sun City 85331, after
Saturday. Cost is also $1.

The cachet and cancellation
project is the result of six
months of work by Swanson,
president of the Stamp Club,
anniversary coordinator Bob

Reed and treasurer John Foth-
eringham.

Six months ago they made
application for the cancellation.
It required approval by the Sun
City, Phoenix, Los Angeles and
Washington, D.C., postal de-
partments.

Sun City Stamp Club
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Friday

The Club had 5,000 tri-color
cachet envelopes printed and
has advertised it in_philatelic
brochures where it is catching
the” fancy of collectors world-
wide.

Barney Barenbrugge is coor-
dinator for the arts and crafts
fair. Many items on display will
also be for sale.

The Sun City Photography
Club will have a little theater
showing slides and slide pro-
grams under the direction of
chairman James Cochrane.

Robert Haller, chairman of
the Model Railroad Club, an-
nounces that a section of HO
gauge lay-out has been made
portable and will be at the
Sundial show with two trains,
scenary, buildings and land-
scaping set up near the west
wall of the auditorium.

Meanwhile, back at home
base at Fairway Center, trains
will be running, too.

The only other event of the
25-day birthday celebration
which will be open to the public
is the Jan. 30 parade with 85 |
units, including the Arizona |:
State University marching
band and area high school
bands and flag corps. ]

The next event scheduled
will be a pageant in the Sun
Bowl at 2 p.m. Sunday. Rec
Cards will be checked.
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Del Webb's idea
1‘ook off quickly

2 By Diane Tod
o The Phoenix Gazette

».~L|ke a happy marriage, Sun City
has endured and this month will
celebrabe its silver anniversary.

- Twenty five years ago, on a New
Year S Fnday, the community
gpened.

- .Aocordmg to a newspaper article,

25,000 people visited the new'

tetirement community on Jan. 1,
1960, and by the time the three-day
prémiere “was over, an estimated
100,000 had seen Sun City.

“That included 57,000 visitors on
Sunday, who, according to the
article, “jammed the Phoenix-

Wickenburg highway as far as two
miles distant from Sun City and

flowed into the community in a
steady '‘stream from noon until
dark.” -
~In theater terms, that successful
premiere was the start of a long,
happy run.

*Sun City has 46,000 residents —
enough to make it the largest
retirement community in the
Umted ‘States. Its international
re_putatmn draws visitors from

mund the world.

,:ﬂts sistéer community, Sun City
Waest, opened in October 1978 and
has a population of about 11,000,

bringing the combined populat:on_.

of the Sun Cities to about 57,000.
::.I_n conjuction with Sun City’s

25th anniversary, residents of the
community are planning 25 days of
festivities beginning Sunday and
running through Jan. 30. There will
be a five-mile hike, a fitness rally
and, as the grande finale, a 1.3-mile
parade from the Bell Recreation
Center to the Sundial Recreation
Center.

In addition, the Del E. Webb
Development Co. is celebrating the
anniversay with the opening of its
Silver Edition model homes at
13323 Meeker Blvd.,. Sun City
West.

Despite its prominence today,
trivia buffs know that Sun City was
not the first retirement community

iin the United States.

That honor belongs to its neigh-
bor, Youngtown, which was
founded in 1954 by California
developer Elmer Johns. Johns lim-
ited residents of his community to
those older than 60 and, by the time
Sun City was conceived, had met
with some success; he had sold
about 100 homes in Youngtown.

But Del Webb’s company was to
take the concept further, creating
what amounted to an early version
of today’s planned community.,

“Del Webb introduced a new

“concept in retirement living,” Fred
Kuentz, chairman of the board of

DEVCO, explained. “Prior to the
first house being: offered for sale,

1985

|

Webb built a shopping center, a
golf course, recreation center, motel
and model home complex. What
Del Webb did in 1960 was to
introduce the idea of active retire-
ment to a new generation of seniors.

“No one at Webb (the company),
including myself, had any idea that
Sun City would succeed to the
extent that it has,”

By the time Sun City was begun,

Webb had a national reputation as .

a successful businessman, co-owner
of the New York Yankees and a
friend of politicians, including sev-
eral presidents. He also was in a
position to understand the needs of
older Americans; he was 60 years
old.

To eiplore the idea of a commu-
nity for retired people, officials at

the Del E. Webb. Corp. flew a
half-dozen developers from around
, the country-to Phoenix. >

o Vi

According to an account of
event in Jubliee, a history of S
City pubhshed in connection w
the 25th anniversary, the conc

~ sions were anything but.optimist

“0ld people want to be with t!
families, not together in an isola
community,” the developers
ported. “Financially, such a pro]
would fail because of:‘cannibali
(more. people would die than m

in)” e
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¢ From D-1

Needless to say, the key people at
Webb ignored that advice and
committed an initial investment of
$1.3 million to the retirement
community.

In less than six months, the first
five models — priced from $8,500 to
$11,300 — arose from the cotton
and alfalfa fields of the old Bozwell

T

Ranch.

Eighteen years later all residen-
tial property at Sun City was
developed and a second community,
two miles to the west, was opened.

Today's leaders at DEVCO have
reason to be optimistic that Sun
City West — still in Phase 1 of
development and not due to be

completed until the late 1990s —
« will continue the tradition’ of suc-

cess. Demographics are in® their

favor.

The number of people older than
65 is growing, thus expanding the
market for retirement communities.
The U.S. Census Bureau estimates
that by the year 2000, there will be

31.8 million people older than 65,
compared with 25 million today.

DEVCO has projects worth $19
million under way, according to
Chuck Roach, senior vice president
of finance and administration.
These include a new golf course and

_recreation center and the new
‘model complex in Sun City West.

A’crowd estimated at 100,000 viewed the new retirement community during its weekend premiere.

’ I A ' e -@
Sun City trivia
1. Sun City wos the first retirement
community in the United States. True o
folse?

2. Del Webb. was coowner of o
major league team for 20- Y’“" What
team was it?

3. How olddoyouhov&bbehh
‘in Sun City?

4. Which state, outside. ol Arizona,
hos contributed the most residents-fo Sun
City — California, Winois, Michigan or
New York?

5. Whowosh:wnesG.aoh»rolﬂ.ii“tl
why wos he importont? -

Ll
.

Answers:

1. False, Youngtown was. .

2. The New York Yankees.’

3. 50.

4. llinois.

5. A former. He owned the lond on
which Sun City wos built.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Sun City is
celebrating its 25th anniver-
sary this month. Following is
a list”“of major events that
have shaped the community.

@ 1960: :

On New Year’s Day, 100,000
geople came to the opening of

un City. >

Oakmont Center, 10725 Oak-
mont Drive, was finished for
opening day. At the time, it was
called the Community Center.

The . community’s first
church, United Church of Sun
City, 11250 N. 107th Ave., was
founded by the Rev. Walter
Witt and his wife, Gladys.

Lawn bowling was introduced
to residents. Today, Sun City
often is referred to as the
lawn-bowling capital of the
world.

On April 4, Sun City was

recognized as a community by

the U.S. Post Office, now the
Postal Service.

Sun City’s first club, the Arts
and Needles Club, was formed
July4. - . :

On Aug. 19, Burt and Ursula
Freireich purchased the semi-
- weekly Youngtown News from
the Lambert family and estab-
lished the Sun City News-Sun.

The second nine holes of Del
Webb’s North Course was com-
pleted Dec. 3.

The Sun City Golf Associa-
tion was established.
®1961:

The Charter Government As-
sociation was formed to further
the cause of incorporation in
Sun City. .

The first bel?hone directory
was printed under the direction
of the Sun City Civic Associa-
tion. -

On Jan. 28, the Fairway
Recreation Center, 10600 Peoria

Ave., was completed. It was
" called Town Hall North.

In February, the Sun City
Players met for the first time.
©1962:

On Feb. 2, ground was broken

for the first post office, at 103rd

and Coggins drives.

In April, the Rev. Duane
Thistlethwaite started Sunshine
‘Services — then called the
Sunshine Committee — in his
apartment. Today, more than
.$80,000 worth of hospital equip-
ment is in the Sunshine Services
‘building, 9980 Santa Fe Drive. |
01963: ' AR
In January, Del Webb’s Hi-'
way House became the King’s'
Inn. What started as a small
lodge with seven rooms became
one, of the major hotel-restau-
rants in Sun City, with 97 rooms
and 18 apartments.

daily news-SUN

On April 9, the Home Owners
Association, a voluntary mem-
ibership group established for
ithe community’s civic needs,
replaced the Sun City Civic
Association.
© 1964:

On July 20, women withdrew
from the Sun City Golf Associa-
tion and formed the Women’s

'*Golf Association of Sun City.

_ On Dec. 1, a proposal to
incorporate the retirement com-: -
munity, an issue that had been’

“idebated 'since 1961, was re-

‘jected.

‘0 1966: e

Town Hall South was built.
:Its name was changed in 1972 to
'the Mountain View Recreation
'Center, 9749 N. 107th Ave., at
:Mountain View Road.

© On Nov. 15, the Sun City
'Country Club, 9433 107th: Ave.,’
'was turned over to its members

:by the Webb Co.
- The 7,500-seat Sun Bowl am-
.phitheater opened Nov. 28.
‘9 1968:
.. On April 4, 30 people started
‘the groundwork for the Boswell
-Hospital Auxiliary and estab-
lished the first Residents Gal-
‘lery, a non-profit showplace for
:arts and crafts made by Sun
.City retirees.
- The Sun Cities Symphony
‘performed its first concert
Nov. 24 at the Mountain View
‘Recreation Center Auditorium.
i‘Today, the symphony has 95
'players.
‘e 1969:

The Sun- Cities Taxpayers

Association was established as a

‘watchdog organization for the
community’s tax structure. It is
the largest such association in
(Arizona.

" In October, the Lakes East

‘and Lakes West golf courses,
‘10433 Talisman Road, were
.completed.
01970:
! The second phase of Sun
'City, north of Grand Avenue to
;Bell Road, began.
* On Jan. -3, Lakeview Re-
‘creation Center, 10626 Thun-
‘derbird Road, opened.
. Boswell Memorial Hospital,
'then with 50 beds, was dedi-
‘cated Nov. 6. Today, the acute-
ycare facility has 355 beds.
'@ 1971:
! On July 4, the Sun City
iSaints women’s softball team
iplayed its first game at Sun City
iStadium, 111th and Grand ave-
inues.

i 'Lakeview Lanes, 103rd Ave-

'nue and Thunderbird Bou-
'levard, opened Oct. 4.
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'®1972:

; On Feb. 17, the Lakes Club,
which had "been scheduled to
‘open in March, burned down.
tE::ulldmg was resumed soon af-

T.

In May, Webb turned over-
the Palmbrook Country Club,
9350 Greenway Road, to its
members. n
©1973: g

By now, Del Webb already
had invested $450 million in
Sun  City, according to The
‘Arizona Republic. " ;

On April 4, the $2 million
Sundial Recreation Center,
14801 103rd Ave., was finished.
On it stood the tallest sundial in-
the wor.ld, towering 36 feet and
surpassing the Carefree Sundial’
by a foot. The arm of the
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