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When Sun City opened on January 1, 1960, 5 newly constructed 
homes (plus a shopping center, recreation center and golf 
course) awaited the 2 mile long line of prospective buyers. 

These 5 homes are all on a golf course and the lowest priced 
home sold for $9,750- then the lowest price in America for a 
golf course home! 

The first homes range from 947 to 1,600 square feet, not includ­
ing the carport and patio areas. The houses are constructed of 
concrete block and have ceramic tile kitchens and baths; land­
scaping was included in the basic price of the house. 

r'f 

After selecting one of the floor plans, the buyer had a choice of 
3 different exteriors, thus 15 elevations were available. This 
practice was continued throughout the city whenever new 
models were built. 

KENTWORTH 

2 Bedrooms 
1 Bath 

Porch 
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947 sq. ft. 
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Most sets had at least 8 floor plans and sometimes as many as 
6 exteriors so about 270 different houses can be available to 
buyers in Sun City. This does not include the many multiple 
dwellings, each with 3 to 4 elevation choices. 

During the early 1970's DEVCO built 6 "modes of living" -
single family homes, patio homes, patio apartments, garden 
apartments, foursomes and chalets. Mediterranean and Span­
ish villas as well as cooperative apartments had already been 
built south of Grand Avenue. There is a wide choice range for 
the prospective buyer- a selection not readily found in many 
areas of the southwest. 

Homes in the last building phase have 905 to 2,132 square feet. 
There are no one bedroom single homes and most dwellings 
have 2 baths, some homes have 21/2 baths. 

"Modified" is a key word in Sun City. Most homes have been 
modified to suit the owners' taste. Alldwellingsarenamedand 
have floor plan numbers, yet all are unique and geared for 
indoor/ outdoor living in sunny Arizona . 
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CASTILLO 

3 Bedrooms 
2 Bath 

Dining Room 
Arizona Room 

2,132 sq. ft. 

Plan 768 



30 YEARS OF A GREAT IDEA 

Sun City, Arizona's 30th Anniversary Event, January 14 - 20, 1990 

Sponsorea by the Del Webb Corporation, Sun City Ambassadors, and the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society in cooperation with many Sun City businesses such as 
Recreation Centers ot Sun City, Inc., Valley National Bank, APS, CBS Properties, 
and the Northwest Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

Sunday, January 14 
Sun Cities Churches to dedicate their services to the 30th Anniversary tribute. 
Kick-off celebration at 2 p.m. at the Sun Bowl, 107th Avenue south of Peoria. 
Big band leader Bob Crosby teams up with honky tonk pianist Jo Ann Castle, formerly 
of the Lawrence Welk Show,for this concert. They will be joined by the Pat Trapani 
orchestra. 
During the concert Valley National Bank will present awards to three individuals 
who have made outstanding contributions to the community. 
Tickets in advance are $3, $4 at the door. Seating will be provided. Please 
consider this a donation. No rain date. Tickets are available at the following 
Sun City locations: Sun City Visitors Center in the Promenade shopping center; 
Gilbert Ortega's and Freed's at the Grand Center; Garden Cafe, Enterprise Rent­
A-Car, Ask Mr. Foster Travel, CitiBank, and the Residents Gallery at Thunderbird 
Plaza; Heritage House, Hair Barn, CBS Properties and Tom Tate's at the Sun Bowl 
Shopping Center; the Cheese House and Sun City Silvercraft at Greenway Terrace; 
Stone's Shoes and the Framing Loft at Bell Camino; the Shoe Rack, Ken Meade Realty, 
Trantina's State Farm, and Anthony Jewelers at LaRonde Center; Sun City Bank, 
and Thunderbird Travel on Bell Road; Bob Kenney's Worldwide Travel on Union Hills; 
and at Stone's Shoes at Mercado del Sol center in Sun City West, and Osborn's 
Apparel at the Crossroads. 

Monday, January 15, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sun Cities Arts and History Day will be concentrated near 107th Avenue, south of 
Grand Avenue, where it all started 30 years ago. Open house and antique show at 
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society's new location (Sun City's first model 
home,10801 Oakmont). Open houses at three other original models: 10807 , 10813, 
and 10829 Oakmont. Antique car show and arts/crafts exhibit at Grand Center 
~107th and Grand). 
The following craft clubs will host open houses in their facilities throughout 
the day: Lapidary, Silvercraft, and Ceramics at Oakmont Recreation Center 
(107th Avenue and Oakmont); Silvercraft and Ceramics at Bell Recreation Center 
(99th Avenue just south of Bell Road); Silvercraft at the Lakeview Recreation 
Center (107th Avenue and Thunderbird). 
The Sun Cities Art Museum will open up on their normal day off and present a 
showing of Arizona tapestry, water colors from the Far East, and paintin~s by 
Diana Tollefson. Monday also marks the start of the Sun City trivia contest in 
the local newspapers. 

Tuesday, January 16 1 noon - 4 p.m. 
Volunteer and Strawberry Festival, a tribute to the service clubs and volunteers, 
will be held at the Sundial Recreation Center (103rd Avenue and Boswell). Event 
will feature strawberry shortcake, volunteer organization exhibits and cabaret 
entertainment. 
Maricopa County Board of Supervisors member, Carole Carpenter will be the 
keynote speaker at 1:30 p.m. 
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Tuesday, January 16, noon - 4 o . m. l Continued) 
KTAR Radio will broadcast live all day from the event. Stop by to see your 
favorite radio personalities ... Pat McMahon, Preston Westmorland, and Michael Dixon . 
The Sun City 30th Anniversary Senior Softball tournament begins at Sun City 
Stadium on Grand Avenue near 111th Avenue, 10:30, noon, 1:30, and 3 p.m. games . 

Wednesday, January 17, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Lively Arts Fun and Food Fair at the Thunderbird Plaza (99th Avenue and 
Thunderbird Road) . 
10 a.m. - Singing with Dutch Schultz, Sun Cities Porns; 10:30 - Sun City Spinners, 
Flute Tones playing old favorite songs; 11 a.m. Happy Round Dancers, Leilanis, 
Polka band; 11:30 Sun City Twirlers, Cameo Consort featuring baroque recorders, 
Polka band; Noon - Sun City Circle Dancers, Sun City Steppers; 12:30 p.m.- Squarettes , 
Renaissance harps, banjo band; 1 p.m. - Fairway Ladies Round Dancers, Keal ohas; 
1 : 30 - Tuesday Night Twisters, Sun City Male Chorus, Rhythm Ramblers; 2 p.m. - Sun 
Country Western, Aerobics with Rose Schwartz, Rhythm Ramblers; 2:30 - Dutch Schultz 
with country dance music, Choraliers; 3 p.m. - Latin and Ballroom dancing with the 
Latin Dance Club, Edith Burdin Recorder quartet, Sun City Concert Band; 3:30 - Ken 
Apgar with Ballroom dance music, Sun City Concert Band. 
Food Fair from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. featuring food from the Salad Bar, Chang Lee and 
At Lasta Cater i ng . 
The Sun City Organ Club will also present a performance at 2 p.m. at the Fairway 
Recreation Center featuring 1960 era music. Performance will be followed by the 
showing of the 1960 Academy Award winning movie, Butterfield Eight starring 
Elizabeth Taylor. 
Senior softball tournament continues at the Sun City Stadium with games at 
9, 10:30, noon and 1:30. 
Lawn Bowling tournament Sun City vs . Sun City West played at 1:30 at Lakeview 
Recreation Center. 

'fhursday, January 18 
Sport and Health Day 
Senior softball semi-finals at 12 : 30 and 2 p.m., with finals at 3:15. Games played 
at Sun City Stadium. 
8 a . m. - 300 bicyclists ride through the community starting at Marinette Recreation 
Center and ending at the Sun Bowl at 9 : 15 for cake and coffee . 
9 a.m. - Tennis tournament Sun City vs . Sun City West at Bell Recreation Center. 
9:30 a . m. - Shuffleboard tournament Sun City vs. Sun City West at Sun Dial 
Recreation Center . 
10 a .m. and 2 p.m. - Canadian-American lawn bowling tournament at Fairway 
Recreation Center. 
10 a.m. - Outdoor aerobics demonstration at Bell Center 
1-3 p.m. Bocce tournament Lakeview and Marinette Recreation Centers . Sun City 
vs. Sun City West teams . 
All Day - Mini Golf. All who participate may register for Sundome ticket drawing . 
"For the Health of it", health screenings, education and demonstrations at the 
former TG&i store located at the Grand Center . 
7 a . m - 1 p.m. - Full Cardiac Risk Assessment $28, includes cholesterol , HDLi LDL , 
Triglycerides, Glucose , Electrolytes , Liver Funct i on and Cardiac Risk Ratio (do 
not eat 10- 12 hours in advance of this test) . Finger stick testing method, $7 
each, for the following : total cholesterol , triglycerides (requires fasting ) and 
blood glucose trequi res fasting ). 
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Free Blood Pressure Screening 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Free low impact aerobics demonstrations presented by Sun Health 
Corporation. Free Pulmonary Screenings. 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Exhibits by the Handicapables Club, Cura Care Home Health 
Care and Valley View Hospital. 



Friday, January 19 
Golf outings at Lakes West and North golf courses. AM and PM shotgun starts 
with luncheon. $1 per round, pl us $10 for luncheon. Sun City Rec Center is 
allowing outside play for this day . Flyers have been distributed to 150 courses 
and RV parks in the Valley. 
10:30 - Aqua Suns synchronized swimming performance at Lakeview Recreation Center 
(107th and Thunderbird). 
Futurist Forum 
Robert Theobald, author of Rapids of Change: Social Entrepreneurship in 
Turbulent Times and 15 other books, will speak in the Sundial Auditorium at 
2 p .m. An economist, Theobald is usually described as a futurist and has 
presented speeches in 49 states . He will comment on what role the senior 
population will play in decades to come. Admission is free but by ticket only. 
Tickets are available at the Sun City Visitors Center, the two Sun City libraries, 
the ASU campus in Sun City, and Rio Salado campus at Sun Ridge . 
1-2 p . m. - Master Swimmers demonstration at Sundial Pool. 

Saturday, January 20 
Closing Day Parade from the Grand Center to the Sun Bowl Shopping Center .· 
Parade route is approximately two miles. The parade includes high school 
marching bands, floats, horses, bicycles, antique cars and trucks, horse-drawn 
carriage, and much more. Enjoy cake at the Sun Bowl following the parade, and 
dance to live music, view the Sun Cities Porns, and sing along with a trio. 
Bring your lawn chairs for maximum comfort. 



Sun City at 30: 
J\.d-libbing ~ new lif eSijIC 

DAILY TIMES-CALL 

MONDAY, MAY 28, 1HO 

By JULES LOH 
AP Special Correspondent 

UN -CTI'Y, Aru. 
The "Song of the Sun 
City Pioneera" ls 
sung to the tune of 
''Home on the 
Range." 

Never mind that 
, the Pioneers ' home 

ts ai the desert. To them the song ls 
a p.silm and they sing It with the 
unata.shed gusto of the saved, 
espe<lally the line Uiat celebrates 
Sun Cty as "the place next to 
heavel's own door." 

Not Willy Pioneers left now. 
Only 200 or so remain of the 
original 1.500 who risked their life 
savings in 1960 on what was then a 
largely untried venture in 
America. 

Back then, the idea of an 
eiclusively age-segregated 
"'N!tirement community - no young 
adults, no toys in the yards, no 
school buses - seemed to most 
gerontologists and social thinkers 
and to a great majority of the 

· ~rly themselves to be a sadly 
.atw-al, unhealthy and 

unfulfllllng way for people to live 
out their years. Critics called them 
"elephant graveyards" and 
predicted they would have no 
future. 

But here sit! Sun City, at the ripe 
old age of 30. 

Its inhabitants, out an its 18 golf 
courses, seem in robust health and 
adequately fulfilled at its 10 .' 
recreation centers, libraries · 
shopping centers, and at the

1 

· southwest's largest concert hall 
(which provides '5 parking spaces 
for the handicapped). If Sun City ts 
a manufactured rather than a 
"natw-al II community, the 
residents don't seem to mind. Nor 
can its succes., as a chosen way of 
retirement, despite the 
conventional wisdom of three 
decades, be denied. 

Vr'bat began as a smattering of 
modest homes built on an 8 600-
acre cotton field northwest ~f 
Phoenix ii today, together with it, 
aister community next door, Sun 
City West, the nation's largest 
aingle residential development 
covering 2.'l square miles. ' 

It baa become a model for 85 or 
more mutators across the land. Its 
very name, conjuring up a 
glittering Camelot where the 
inhabitants. never really grow old, 
has become a generic term for the 
concept of what its builder, Del E. 
Webb, christened " active adult 
retirement." Sun City was the first 
of a lqnd. 

And if you care to step behind its 
SUl'TOundlng wall, wander through 
its 300 miles of streets, which look 
u if they have just been laundered, 

A resident dives Into the pool 
with senior swimmer, et the 
Lakeside Center In Sun City. 

knock on 35,000 doora and ask 
65,000 residents representing all 50 
states and 53 foreign countries 
what they think of the place, you 
will be hard put to find a single one 
who disagrees with the sentiment 
in the Song·of the Pioneers. 

"A few might," says Steve 
Hornacek, a retired grocer from 
-COnecticut who has lived here 
practically from the start, "but 
some people wouldn't even be 
~PPY in heaven." 

Demographic charts show that 
during the next decade the nation's 
largest population growth will 
come from the 50-65 age group, 7 
million people. After that, when the 
first baby boomers reach 65 in 2011 
and for the next 20 yean, the 
elderly will number 75 million. 

If those figures cause politicians 
and gerontoligsts to tremble they 
also cause Sun City's developera to 
aallvate. Though SWl City answers 
the needs of only a miniscule 
segment of the retirement market, 
plenty of retireea to fill It seem., 
assured. Two more Sun Cities have 
already opened, in Tucson and La.s 
Vega.s, and a third ii planned in 
aouthern California. 
Sun City, teetering at the brink of 

middle age, is one flace to look for 
answers to some o the questions 
bedeviling a nation growing 
steadily older. · , 

There b no doubt Sun Citians are 
content, but what about their : 
neighbors outside the walls? And 
what happens inside the walls 
when the "young elderly" become 
the "old elderly" in a large 
community aging together? Right 
now in America those 85 and older 
are increasing more than three 
times as fast as the population as a 
whole. What happens when a 
spouse dies, leaving a mate alone 
among the equally frail? 

"When you think of all the 
research that says older people 
don't want to move from their 
homes and don't want to live in 
age-segregated communities," 
says Katie Sloan, "Sun City 
becomes something of a 
phenomenon." 

Sloan b the holl!ing specialist for 
the American Association of 
Retired Persons. She says the 
AARP's latest survey, taken last 
winter and just released, shows 
that 86 percent of those on the 
verge of retirement don't even 
want to leave their own homes 
much less move to a new one out of 
state, and that only a handful, 12 
percent, would prefer an age­
segregated neighborhood - even 
fewer if it's very far away. 

"Older people seem to have a 
heartfelt urge to stay in place," ahe 
says. "Home represents a fonD of 
independence and ~uri.ty. 

Moving away signifies giving up 
some of that. Those attracted to a 
Sun City are pretty much a rarity." 

Who are these rare birds, then, 
ready to flee the nest at their 
advanced age, and what are they 
looking for? 

What they're looking for, 
apparenUy, and finding in Sun 
City, is precisely what Sloan says 
keeps the majority home. 
Questioned at random; ~\in Citians 
list a sense of independ~e and 
security among the most valued . 
aasets of their new way of life. · 
·And, yea, they are a sped,al 

bt'eed. ' ' , 
'"Tbey·are more affluent than the 

average, better educated, 
outgoing, the sort of people wbo get 
along well with others, make 
friends easily, have done some 
traveling, are healthy and 
athletic," says Robert Bechtel, a 
psychologist at the University of 
Arizona in Tucson who studies 
housing for the elderly, 

"That's a generalization, of 
course, but what you find at Sun 
City are a great nwnber of elderly 
yuppies." 

Deborah Sullivan, a sociologist 
at Arizona State University at 
Tempe, specializes in problems 
and patterns of the aging and uses 
nearby Sun City as a research lab. 
She has discovered there 
something else that might explain 
in part why some are less reluctant 
than othera to leave home for a new 
place in the sun. 

"I found that 36 percent of the 
people aged 77 to 81 in Sun City · 
were childless compared to 19 
percent In the nation as a whole," 
she said. 

"That age group's childbearing 
years were during the Depression 
and World War II, so their 
productivity was low to begin with. 
Still, nearly twice the national 
average represents quite a piling 
up of childless people In Sun City." 

No children, of course, is the way 
of life in Sun City. A reporter could 
find no Sun Citian who admitted to 
missing the daily presence of 
children. Most, on the contrary, 
said they fully supported the rules 
that prohibit home ownership by 
anyone younger than 55 and ban 
visits for more than 90 days by 
anyone younger than 18. 
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AP Newsleatures prl 
Sun City, Ariz., homes feature rock lawns, cactus and palm trees which require low maintenance. 

I 

When SWl Citians foWld the rules 
difficult 'to enforce they petitoned 
the coW1ty zoning board, 
successfully, to give them the force 
of law. Only 3 percent refused to 
sign the petition. 

"We buy a lifestyle as well 8! a 
home," said one. Another agreed, 
but said he was certain many who 
signed felt pressure from their 
neighbors to do so. 

Toe average SWl City home 
among variously priced models 
goes for $135,000. Eight out of 10 
newcomers, equity-rich from their 
previous home sale, pay cash. 
Nearly every household has a late­
model car, or two. Toe second car 
ls often a golf cart equipped with 
headlights and other requirements 
for street driving - to the 
supermarket and hairdresser as 
often as the golf course. 

Phoenix residents see Sun City's 
upper middle class affluence as an 
obvious boon: A total net worth 
within those walls of $8 billion, 
bank deposits of $4 billion, state 
and coWlty taxes of $32 million 
yearly. 

Even so, many in Phoenix and 
other towns in this valley hold 
unvarnished resentment toward 
Sun City and all it represents. 

"They have it made out there 
behind their walls and don't give 
one tiny damn about the rest of the 
world," said Howard Grimes of 
nearby Glendale, who Is 69 and 
retired. "I wouldn't care if they all 
moved away tomorrow." 

The reasons are obvious. During 
one 12-year period SWl Citians 
united to vote down 17 of 19 school 
bond issues W1til neighboring 
towns, whose yoW1gsters were on 
double and triple shifts for lack of 
schools, foWld a legal way to allow 
SWl City to get out and form their 
own district. They voted against a 
coW1ty transportation project, a 
beautification project, and fought 
for nine years to avoid property 
taxes on its golf courses, 
swimming pools and clubhouses, 
valued at $12 million, W1til it lost 
the battle last year in the state 
supreme court. . 

Resentment has grown so deep 
that last fall the Del Webb Corp. 
moWlted a $2.50,000 advertising 
campaign called "SWl City Cares" 
to change the image by stressing 

the work of SWl City's network of 
volW1teers, which is prodigious, 
and nearby schools a major 
beneficiary. 

Clearly SWl City represents a 
potent political force . Eighty 
percent of its voters are registered 
Republicans (as opposed to 50 
percent in the state as a whole, 
including SWl City) but it would be 
a mistake to take their vote., for 
granted. 

Eight years ago one of their own 
residents, president of a local 
Republican club, ran for coW1ty 
supervisor and lost, narrowly. His 
opponent was a 3+-year-old lawyer, 
a Democrat, a female . Four years 
later the winner, Carole Carpenter, 
won reelection with 70 percent of 
the vote. 

Carpenter, for her part, feels Sun 
City's locally tarnished reputation 
ls somewhat of a bum rap. She says 
she sees no great concern by others 
in the coWlty for nursing homes 
and long-term care for the elderly 
in a state that has no Medicaid 
program. "It's a two-way street," 
she said. 
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Se~lor c\tlztna drive their golf carts In traffic along with fancy automobiles In Sun City.· 

Sun City's developers 
themselves shoved aside those 
predictable and essential needs for 
years - ironically, as part of a way 
to rescue itself from foundering. · 

About five years after it opened, 
Sun City's house sales fell to the 
point that Webb (who died In 1974) 
believed his venture would fall.as 
so many had before, notably in 
Florida. He figured, as had many 
In Florida, that his house prices, 
then about $9,000, were too high 
and decided to solve the problem 
by adding an adjoining trailer 
park,· a routine Florida solution. 

He polled his residents and 
discovered many would leave if he 

· did that, so he went the other way. 
He opened a new section of more 
expensive homes. Sales went up. 
The secret, he discovered, was a 
feeling of exclwsivity. ' 

"Retirement is an unfamiliar 
change for everybody," said 
Deborah Sullivan, the Arizona 
State sociologist. "A vacation 
away from home is not, especially 
for the financially well fixed." 
What Sun City became, then, and 
remains today in its promotion, is 
that familiar playland for those 
who can afford it, a resort. 

Nursing homes just didn't fit the 
picture. They were as welcome as 
a skunk at a picnic. Eventually, 
though, Sun Citians aging In place 
became older, frailer. Now their 
average age is 73, with three­
quarters of them over 75. 

Eventually the residents 
themselves demanded long-term 
care, opening a floodgate for 
entrepreneurs. Today more than 25 
services for varying degrees of 
care cluster around Sun City, nine 
of them inside the walls along with 
a ~bed not-for-profit hospital. A 
corps of 1,300 volunteers provides 
services for patients and families . 
About 250 doctors and dentists 
opened offices nearby. 

Availability of geriatric care 
became a lure rather than a turn­
off, and so did a wider selection of 
more elaborate houses with each 
new Sun City addition. "For sale" 
signs tend to remain longer-on· 
homes in the original section where 
the young-old are less willing to 
move in among the old-old and the 
homes there are less commodious. 

In general, though, tranquility 
prevail! in Camelot. Perhaps after 
the next 30 years Sun City's critics 
and champions will find the answer 
to the final question, the one that 
troubles Sun Citians the least. 

That is, whether the forces that 
shaped their place on heaven's 
doorstep also work for the benefit 
of all of society. 
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"TODAY IS MMORROW'S HISMRY" 
Historical Society keeps Sun City's past alive 

L ittle did we re.:ilize when a 
small group of Sun Citians 

convened at the First Federal Sav­
ings and Loan community room on 
Oct. 12, 1984 to begin work on 
Jubilee, a book celebrating Sun Ci­
ty's 25th anniversary, that we were 
about to start the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society. 

Twelve foresighted people com­
mitted themselves to launch the 
project: Mildred Baker, Emil Fisch­
er, Jane Freeman, Dorothy Koehn, 
Wesley Matthews, ~ster Merydith, 
Col. Paul Morrill, Florence W. 
Otter, Helen Randall, Glenn San­
berg, and Eugene and Rita Wright. 

AU the materials co!Jected for use 
in the two-year Jubilee project were 
retained for the soe1ety's use. Ad­
ditional historical information and 
memorabilia was solicited and 
received by the bcxloads: docu­
ments, photographs, Sun City 
Christmas cards, songbooks. 

This vast storehouse of histori­
cal data chronicled the advent of 
retirement living -- but we need­
ed a home. Temporarily, the 

SUN 
HISTO 
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by Jane Freeman 

archives were stored in a private 
home and office space provided by 
the Daily News-Sun in Sun City 
and at the Plaza del Rio Develop­
ment in Peoria, a neighboring 
community. 

The stated purpose of the 
historical society - w hich official­
ly incorporated in May 1986 - is 
"as a vital guardian of the impor­
tant record of the past - to collect, 
preserve, organize and display 
these historical items in special ex­
hibits from time to time (and) to 
acquire a permanent headquart­
ers where such can be developed 
and maintained." 

We adopted as our motto "To­
day is tomorrow's history" - an 
offs hoot of a comment made by 
Dr. Noel Stowe, Chairman of the 
A.S.U. Department of History's 
Local History Project, when he 
spoke to the group at an organiza­
tional meeting: "Your most basic, 
important goal is to capture a 
sense of today for tomorrow:' 

Over the next three years, while 
groundwork was being la id for a 

viable society, some memorable 
events occurred : 

• In October 1987, we produced 
our first official publication, Emil 
Fischer's book, The Churches of the 
Sun Cities. Comprised of pen-and­
ink sketches of exterior and interi­
or views of the then-existing 37 
churches and synagogues, this 
book received acclaim from many 
Valley architects for Fischer's talent 
in reproducing the unique and 
diverse contemporary architecture 
found in these Sun City struc­
tures. Both this book and Jubilee 
are available for purchase at the 
historical society and the Bell 
Center Library. 

• Public meetings were held, 
featuring guest speakers who had 
an early association with Sun City 
- James G. Boswell II, Hank Ray­
mond, Owen Childress, John 
Meeker. 

• And last but not least was the 
acquisition of a permanent home 
for the society. On April 20, 1989, 
the J.C. Boswell Foundation made 
available a matching grant of 
$30,000 which enabled us to pur­
chase the first model home built 
in Sun City (December 1959) at 
10801 Oakmont Ave. The sale was 
finalized on April 26 and we offi­
cially moved in on Oct. 10. Our 
dream had come true, but the 
work was just beginning. 

The Del Webb Corporation gave 
the society $5,000, along with 

THE FIRST model home built in Sun 
City now serves as the permanent resi­
dence of the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society. Residents lined up to tour the 
facility when it officially opened on 
Jan. 15 during another historical event 
- Sun City's 30th anniversary 
celebration. 

Sun Life 



"Our life had become frustrating," Bob said. "We 
worked in Rochester (New York) during the week 
and spent weekends at our cottage o n a lake. We 
were so fed up with fog and ice and cold weather 
that it took me onLy 20 minutes to make up my mind 
when Kodak offered me early retirement:' Lillian, 
who worked for the same company, made up her 
mind in 15 minu tes. 

The Parkhursts lived in their mini-motorhome as 
they toured Florida, Texas, California and Arizona 

. looking for a place to pu t down new roots. A visit 
with relatives m Sun City West and a pleasant week 
in one of Del Webb's vacation apartments convinced 
them that Sun City was the answer. 

When asked what impressed them most, the cou­
ple responded in unison, "The weather:' Then Bob 
added , ''l\nd having citrus trees in our back yard . 
I've been squeezing oranges all morning:' 

Jackie and Phil Morris are newcomers to Sun City, 
although Phil will not retire for two years. Mean­
while, he and Jackie are getting ready by demonstrat­
ing creative talents in altering their new house. The 
backyard has been revamped and the Arizona room 
is being transformed into a homey spot, complete 
with a cozy fireplace in one corner. 

Early Sun City pioneers express few regrets at hav­
ing left fam ily and friends in fa raway pfaces. By all 
accounts, their younger replacements are equally 
content with their decisions. 

"This place is all it's cracked up to be and better," 
sa id Bob Parkhurst. "No more waiting for the fog to 
lift or trying to keep road-salt from eating the doors 
off my car. O ut here it's instant sunshine!" 

Phil Morris seconded Bob's evcJlu.ition. "This is it;' 
he said. ''l\ home we can afford in a p lace that's clean 
and friendly and safe:' He looks forward to the day 
when he'll have more time to enjoy it all, bu t mean­
while, his job and remodeling keep him busy. Any 
spare time is spent with Jackie watching a yellow 
ffame lick the walls of their new fireplace. 

Continuum of a Mature Community 
Sun City is a people-driven place - a pleasant road 

down which couples travel in their retirement years. 
They enter, fresh and excited, eager to make new 
friends and pursue the interests they never had time 
for until retirement. 

As the years flit by, a slower pace takes over. It's 
not really an adjustment; it's an evolution that folks like 
the Dod ts, Swansons and hundreds of other happy 
pioneers accept willins ly. They almost welcome it. 

But there is no void in the rec centers, o n the golf 
course or at the craft workbenches, because the 
people-driven society of Sun City is renewing itself 
with Parkhursts and Morrises and others like them 
who come to experience the full life that this active 
retirement community affords. 

It's an adjustment, an adaptation, a process. As the 
exuberance of one age-group subsides, the en­
thusiasm and energy of a new generation fills the 
gap. That's the way it is, and that's the way it ought 
to be in this modern Utopia on the desert. 0 
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Energy 
Tips 
By George <lei Castillo 
APS Sun City Office Supervisor 

As Sun City residents celebrate the 30th anniver­
sary of the beginning of our nationally acclaimed 
active retirement community, this may be a good time 
to reflect on the good old days and how things have 
changed for better or worse over the past three 
decades. 

For example, Sun City's first model homes - priced 
from $8,500 to $11,300 - are now only memories of a 
bygone era. Gone, too, are low energy use and costs. 
For the record, in 1960, APS' average residential 
customer statewide used less than 4,000 kilowatt­
hours (Kwh) annually and the unit cost of electric­
ity was less than three cents per Kwh. 

Thirty years ago when the Del E. Webb Corpora­
tion approached APS to serve the community, the 
builder wanted Sun City to have clean skies clear of 
utility wires and poles. And we accommodated that 
request by installing a then state-of-the-art under­
ground electric distribution system. 

Unfortunately, the quality of underground cable 
produced by cable manufacturers in the early 1960s 
and ensuing years was not what it is today. Many 
technological improvements have been made over 
the years not only in the quality of the cable but also 
in underground installation techniques. The under­
ground cable installed in the Sun City communities 
in the early years ( even as late as 1979) has not lived 
up to its life expectancy. In recent years, some of this 
cable, subject to moisture, erosion and lightning 
damage, has resulted in cable faults which caused 
power outages. 

The number of these cable faults is unacceptable 
to APS' high standard of service reliability and we 
are doing our best to improve the entire system. We 
have embarked on a long-range cable replacement 
program that includes wrapping new, better-quality 
cable in conduit, making improvements in cable 
detection and equipment (including more and 
improved lightning arrestors) and adopting improved 
trenching specifications - all of which are aimed at 
ensuring longer cable life and improved electric 
service. 

Arizona Public Service Company 
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the Del E. Webb Foundation 
awarded us a $25,000 grant, which 
meant we had met our matching 
grant and could pay for the house. 

The headquarters was officially 
opened and ded icated on Jan . 15, 
1990 during another historical 
event - Sun City's 30th anniver­
sa ry celebration. , 

Now the real work begins -
sorting and cataloguing archival 
material. Volunteers are be ing 
recruited lo help keep the house 
open on a regular schedule and to 
help with clerical duties. Working 
committees have been established 
and persons interested in serving 
o n o ne or more of the following 
are most welcome: Finance, Mem-

March / April 1990 

ON GRAND-OPENING day, left, cars lined Grand 
Avenue trying to get into the new retirement/resort 
community. And during its three-day opening, more 
than 100,000 visitors walked through the model homes. 
Photos and other memorabilia of such momentous occa­
sions are being preserved by the Historical Society. 

bership, Nominating, Operations, 
Public Relations, Planning and 
Property. 

Current and future goals of the 
society include planned displays 
and exhibits, the presentation of 
regular p rograms, and the ongo­
ing task of fund-raising. 

Thanks to the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society, researchers and 
people interested in the history of 
the past and the years to come 
now have access to a selectio n of 
books, maps, photographs and 
model-home information - all 
chronicling the development of 
the Sun City a rea . In additio n, 
there are videocassettes, early 
films of Sun City, a clipping file 
of important events and people, 

early advertising and promotion­
al mate rials, memorabilia (such as 
key chains and ash trays), and 
other items of nostalgia. 

Unlike a library, though, archi­
val materials will not circulate, but 
will be available for use in the 
reading room . 

Membership is open to anyone 
interested in preserving today's 
history for tomorrow. For more in­
fo rmation, contact the historical 
society at 10801 Oakmo nt Ave., 
Sun City, Az. 85351 or phone 
974-2568. 

Jane Freeman is past president and one 
of the founders of the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society. 0 
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SUN CITIANS weren't afraid to get their 
hands dirty, especially if it meant having 

all the gr~pes they could pick and carry 
from nearby vineyards. Grape Festivals 

were~sponsored by DEVCO and the 
J.G. Boswell Co. from 1965 to 1981. 
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30 years old and still growing 
by Betty' Latty 

I n January, wh iie ringing in the 
new year, Sun City rang out its 

third decade. 
Five years have passed since the 

community's silver rite of passage, 
celebrated with great fervor in 
1985. 

Now, at age 30, a maturity-mark 
once disparaged or embraced by a 
younger generation, depending 
u pan its perspective, Sun City is 
celebrating again. 

Its entry int0 a fourth decade, 
now made with the recognition 
that the community must actively 
create a future, was launched with 
a mid-January week of events that 
combined entertainment, a straw­
berry fest that salu ted volunteers, 
showcases of the arts and athlet­
ics, and a parade. 

While looking forward, Sun City 
also took time to look back and 
remember some of the things that 
put its residents in the national 
spotlight during the past 30 years 
- and some of the amenities ad­
ded when growth demanded a 
response. Anyone he re on that fa-
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mous New Year's Day in 1960 
when Del E. Webb and his sales 
staff introduced Sun City should 
remember it well. 

Mostly, the day became a circus, 
those old-timers agree, because 
the response by retirees who came 
to look and remained to buy was, 
in the understatement of the year, 
"overwhelming." 

Webb salesmen, if they had time 
to think, surely must have figured 
they had died and gone to heaven; 
would-be home buyers literally 
hung on their coattails, probably 
the hottest prospects they'd ever 
encountered. 

From the beginning there was a 
sense of camaraderie among the 
pioneering residents, a fellowship 
bonded by experiences with Ari­
zona culture shock (Our winters 
are great, we have no need of 
heaven, and our summers are so 
hot, we have no fear of hell). They 
discovered that cute little cacti are 
not always nice and that garden­
ing by mid western guidelines was 
inoperative. 

The sociability - coffees, break­
fasts and a lot of potlucks - brewed 

the sense of community which led 
to the founding, also in 1960, of 
Chapter No. 4 of the American As­
sociatio n of Retired Persons 
(AARP); it later grew to be the lar­
gest in the country. (Neighboring 
Youngtown, which preceded Sun 
City by five years as a retirement 
community, lays claim to Chapter 
No. 1.) 

But probably the first major hap­
pening was recognition of Sun City 
by postal authorities - on April 4, 
1960, a contract post office substa­
tion was opened in Grand Center, 
and mail sent from there bore a Sun 
City postmark, one of the first 
created in Arizona for a number of 
years. 

As Sun City attracted more peo­
ple, clubs were formed - bikers, 
walkers, joggers, bowlers - but life 
on the desert brought other thirsts. 
Sun Citians missed entertainment, 
art, music and theater. It didn't take 
long to rectify the situation. The 
Sun City Players went into their 
acts in 1961. A year later, the Sun 
City Women's Chorus and Men's 
Chorus added song to local 
programs. 
LANDMARKS, cont. pnxc 18 ___ _ 
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By 1968, the Sun City Sympho­
ny had given its first performance; 
years later, its expansion to being 
mutually claimed by sister com­
munity Sun City West resulted in 
the name changing to the Sun 
Cities Symphony. Eventual forma­
tion of the Sun Cities Fine Arts So­
ciety brought an annual series of 
world-class chamber-music pro­
grams to the Valley. Art interests 
were met, too, when the Sun Ci­
ties added their own museum offi­
cially in 1980. 

Religion lifted its voice early in 
Sun City, as well; Webb had allo­
cated land for churches in the 
original plannjng, and the various 
denominations represented in the 
community soon began to make 
plans for houses of worship. This 
30th anniversary year also is one 
of celebration by the first structure, 
United Church of Sun City, which 
was developed through the efforts 
of Dr. Walter Witt, whose name is 
on its fellowship hall. United 
Church led the paths to social 
service, and founded Sun Valley 
Lodge, the first nursing home. Its 
other programs proved to be fore­
runners of those which much later 
became Interfaith Services. 

The building of the Sun Bowl in 
1966 gave the commuruty an open­
air amphitheatre, an all-occasion 
meeting spot for special events. 

18 

SUN CITY'S 30-year history is 
filled with memorable events. 
While the United States was 
celebrating its bicentennial, 
Sun Citians had their own 
Liberty Bell cast, made out of 
residents' personal contribu­
tions, such as jewelry and 
metal items, left. Other com­
munity efforts included parti­
cipation in square dancing, 
poolside and outdoor Easter 
services, below. 

PHOTOS COURTESY SUN CITIES AREA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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N~, THIS isn't your average Sun City 
res ide nt. It's the man who made Sun 
City a reality - Del E. Webb. This photo 
~as taken in 1968, six years before he 
died. 
PIIOTO COURTESY SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

l{ecreation centers were added 
keeping pace with growth - and 
so were hobby clubs, formed by 
wood workers, silverworke rs, lapi­
dary buffs, ceramists a nd seam­
stresses. 

As the re tirees aged, their medi­
ca I needs grew. So on Nov. 6, 1970, 
the Walter 0. Boswell Memorial 
H?spital forma lly was dedicated, 
w rth two floors open for business. 
Nearly 5,000 people attended the 
ceremony. 

There were bumps along the 
road, !_hough, for Sun City. By 1970 
the retirement community began to 
draw some flak from the national 
med ia, and Life Magazi11e published 
a feature story with pictures that 
ca lled attention to the existence of 
loneliness, increasing widowhood 
and anti-children images. Problems 
that existed in Anytown, USA, 
were not escaped in Sun City. Few 
can forget the furor created when 
a local couple took in their ill 
daught~r and her young school­
aged children, defending their right 
to care for their fami ly. 

LANDMARKS, COIi/ . /l(IXC 20 ----
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Factions arose regarding govern­
me nt. Unincorporated Sun City 
was - and is - under jurisdiction 
of Maricopa County, but periodic 
dri_ves touting benefits of incorpo­
rnlron have bee n made throughout 
the three decades. And watchdog 
o rga nizatio ns like the Home 
Owners Associatio n (110/\) and 
the Sun City Taxpayers Association 
(SCTA), although not e mpowered 
lo govern, actively try to protect the 
residents' interests. 

In 1974, Sun Citians and their 
erstwhile heaven received another 
blow when Del Webb - founder, 
mentor, and some say, savior -
died o n July 4. He was 74. Webb 

Sun City's Liberty 
Bell - located at 
Bell Rec Center -
ts one of only two 

in the United 
States 

would be ho nored posthumous ly 
whe n Sun Citians commissioned 
a bronze statue of him and installed 
it in 1981 at Bell Recreation Center. 
/\ memorial rose garde n and a 
s mall ra mada were dedicated 
nearby in 1987. 

Webb's statue is adjacent to a 
unique attraction - Sun City's 
Liberty Bell, cast in 1976 in honor 
of the nation's bicentennial by the 
Dutch firm whose predecessors 
had cast the original. Sun City's bell 
was p rocessed fro m personal 
contributions o f res idents -
jewelry, knickn.-icks, all kinds of 
metal ite ms - which were melted 
down by a Philadelphia foundry 
for shipment lo Europe. 

The Sun City bell is o ne of two 
in the United States, and the only 
o ne physically used (It is rung, by 
tradition, eve ry Fourth of July); the 
other, encased, is in California. 

Sun Citia ns also kwed their 
s ports and embr;iced the women's 

Sun Life 

softball team that became the Sun 
City Saints, following them to sever­
a I playing fie lds until they found a 
home in a new ballpark built by 
Webb at 111th Avenue and Grand. 
Sun City Stadium also attracted 
major-league baseball's spring­
training teams, including the Mil­
waukee Brewers. (Del Webb, once an 
aspiring semi-pro pitcher, was a 
part-owner of the New York Yankees 
when Sun City was opened . The 
team was sold five years later.) 

The Saints flourished, and so did 
a dance troupe called the Sun City 
Porn Porns wno got their start in an 
all-resident variety show at the Sun 
Bowl. They gained fame during 
weekend appearances at the ball di­
amond. Tneir reputation has gar­
n_ered attention from presidential 
orcles and show-business celebrities 
w~ile als~ promoting Sun qty as a~ 
active retirement community. This 
porn squad, which went through 
several name changes, celebrated rts 
10th anniversary with founder 
Corinne Leslie in the spring of 1989. 

As Sun City flourished in its ear­
ly decades, so did its need for serv­
ices - and retirees realized that they 
themselves comprised one of those 
vast untapped resources they'd read 
about. For law enforcement, they 
created the volunteer Sheriff's Posse 
of Sun City. To keep streets and me­
dians clear of trash and brush, they 
formed the Sun City Prides. 

Volunteers staffed the hospitals, 
nursing homes and libraries, sup­
ported social-service agencies oy 
physical work and fund-raisers, and 
looked around for more to do. They 
shared knowledge, ventured out­
side bo unda ries and became 
teacher's aides in nearby schools 
and tutors in Laubach literacy ses­
sions, and led 4-H programs. 

Sun Citians' response to increas­
ing needs of local agencies required 
coordination . In 1982, the Volunteer 
Bureau of the Sun Cities Area was 
created to make those match ups -
and now also has an office in Sun 
City West. 

Call them landmarks, call them 
highlights - those events of the past 
30 years have shaped a generation 
that might never have been ac­
knowledged as still vital were it not 
for that calculated risk taken Jan. 1, 
1960. 0 
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Sun City marks 30th year, 
asks ''Where to from here?'' 

By Paul Markey 
For ArlZOfla Senior World 

From cotton and lettuce fields 
to the largest planned retirement 
community in the world - that's 
the unrivaled success story of 
Sun City 30 years after its incep­
tion. 

But while the community cele­
brated the past during a festive 
January, its leaders were ponder­
ing the question, "Where to from 
here?" 

The decade of the Nineties and 
beyond will see additional pres­
sures on communities like Sun 
City as life expectancy rises, 
more workers retire earlier and 
baby boomers reach retirement 
age. 

Demand for the Sun City con­
cept will continue, predicts 
Martha Moyer, Del Webb Corpo­
ration manager of community 
and public relations for Sun City 
West. She quotes a California 
survey that showed Phoenix 
ranks among the preferred loca­
tions for retirement. 

Californians now comprise 
about a third of the residents 
moving into Sun city West, which 
will ultimately have a population 
around 25,000. 

Webb is continuing to build 
smaller-scale Sun Cities in Tuc­
son and Las Vegas while explor­
ing additional Sunbelt locales. 

But what about the origin~! 
Sun City's future after three 
decades? If the demands upon its 
Interfaith Services are any mea­
sure, people's needs may outrace 
available help. The goal of this 
vital organization is to help older 
people maintain their dignity and 
independence in their homes as 
long as possible. Bob Pangburn, 
executive director, says, "Seven 

years ago, there were 264 people 
on our service list. In 1989, we 
served 3,500." That included 300 
contacts daily and 7,500 home 
visits. 

Expanded assistance to the 
growing number of homebound 
or handicapped people is .limited 
only by financial resources. This 
year's budget is $846,000, 
although as Pangburn explains, 
"we are able to deliver $4 worth 
of services for every $1 invested 
because of a host of volpnteers." 

Much financial support comes 
from the Sun City Community 
Fund which raises about 
$300,000 a year. This Fund also 
supports local transportation and 
other needs. 

Operating through the years 
without a municipal government, 
Sun City is under the Maricopa 
County government umbrella but 
relies on local volunteers to fulfill 
most community functions. Just 
months ago, it again asserted its 
independence by assuming full 
management of the Sun City Fire 
Department. 

The community's claim to the 
Volunteerism Capital of the 
World is well founded. The seven 
large recreation centers, repre­
senting an annual budget of $9.4 
million, are governed by a nine­
member volunteer board. Volun­
teers sustain many other groups 
such as: 

• Prides, keeping streets litter­
free; 

• Sheriffs Posse, performing 
police duties; 

• Sunshine Services, supplying 
medical equipment of residents; 

• Ambassadors, promoting Sun 
City nationally. 

The largest organization is the 
Homeowners Association, whkh 

guards the interests of its 23, 374 
members and Sun City in gener­
al. Watchdogging tax issues for 
Sun Citians is the Taxpayers 
Association. 

Del E. Webb, an Arizona 
developer, always viewed Sun 
City as the most satisfying 
achievement of all his extensive 
construction projects, ranging 
from New York's Madison 
Square Garden to the Phoenix 
Civic Plaza. While building Luke 
Air Force Base, he dreamed of 
developing a complete city 
geared for senior citizens. 

When the Webb Development 
Company launched the dream 
city, early growth was phenome­
nal. During the first month, Jan­
uary 1960, 400 homes and apart­
ments were sold. Ten years later, 
there were I 5,000 residents, a 
figure that doubled by 1974. Now 
population exceeds 46,000. 

No hard-sell was necessary, 
according. to John Dodt, one of 
Webb's first salesmen whose wife 
Nina was a pioneer hostess at the 
model homes. The environment 
and recreation were too attractive. 

Residing here since 1961, the 
couple credits Sun City for their 
longevity. "TLC," Nina says, 
explaining, "Tender loving cli­
rriate." For his 90 years, John 
attributes an outdoor active life; 
and his wife, ten years his junior, 
agrees. ''I'm still golfing three 
times a week," she proudly pro­
claims. 

All the amenities that original­
ly attracted the Dodts and others 
continue today. Busy golf cours­
es, swimming pools and crafts 
centers testify to the lifestyle 
enjoyed by Sun Citians. A place, 
it is said, where people are too 
busy to retire. ' 
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... Looking back 
First Webb building superintendent 
recalls Sun City's early beginnings 

Once Del Webb started work on Sun City, the construction crews 
never looked back -

• And the face of the Northwest Valley changed, almost overnight. 
Tom Gilbreath, who was Webb's first construction superintendent 

in Sun City, started work in 1959, preparing for the Opening Day, 
Jan. 1, 1960. 

At that time construction men were working on, but hadn't com­
pleted, the Grand Center shops, the Safeway store and the Highway 
House. 

Construction of the model houses and the apartments behind the 
Highway House was continuing, as well. 

"Del Webb spent $1 million in Sun City before any houses were 
sold," says Mr. Gilbreath. "Across in Youngtown, you couldn't even 
buy a hamburger." 

Some 300 to 400 houses were sold on opening day. Mr. Gilbreath 
recalls the long lines of people waiting to see the homes. 

"We started with six models, the cheapest was under $10,000 and 
the highest price was $15,000." 

"Now, there are 21 models, in Sun City West. 
"A lot of the home sales were done by mail - just like buying a 

house out of the Montgomery Ward catalog." 
He recalls a shopper talking to an "oldtimer," who was looking out 

on the houses that were going up. 
" I remember when that was nothing but a conon field," the old timer 

said. 
"Really? When was that?" 
"Two days ago." 
Mr. Gilbreath says the construction force, numbering nearly 600 

workers, was on a roll. "We did eight houses, complete, and four 
apartments, per day." 
. The work orders we re simple. "That meant we had to be working 

on 260 houses, altogether, in order to finish eight per day - and half 
that many apartments. 

"We'd dig footings one day, pour concrete the next, put down the 
foundations, rough in the plumbing, then pour the slabs, right on to 

. turning the key." 
-, 1 Subcontractors were hired for everything except the concrete work, 
says Mr. Gilbreath. Webb did the concrete work for the project. 

1:.-The construction started with all-masonry exterior walls. "There 
were all the masons you could think of," says Mr. Gilbreath. "After I 
left, the masons went on strike, and while they were out, the supervi-

THE WAY WE WERE. Sun 
City (right) as it appeared in the 
summer of 1959, five months 
before it officially opened. Be­
low, Webb officials discuss 
plans fo r the Highway House 
Motel and Restaurant. It was not ' 
uncommon for new residents to 
live at the motel until their new 
Sun City homes were completed. 
The Highway House later be­
came the King's Inn Hotel and 
was recently torn down to make 
room for Smith's Food and Drug 
Store. 

sors decided they could do without them. They went to an all-frame 
construction. 

'They had to do something - people had to eat." 
Webb bought construction material in by the train load, he recalls, 

with the trains delivering the orders to a railway siding on 98th Av­
enue. 

As general supervisor, Mr. Gilbreath had two assistant supervi­
sors, each with a foreman in the field, for each phase of the work. 

There were Veterans Administration and Federal- Housing 
Administration inspectors assigned almost full-time to the work, as 
well . 

"We had to use two-way radios with a central station. It's com­
monplace now, but was something new in 1960." 

Mr. Gilbreath stayed with the Sun City project until the building 
crews had finished 5,000 units. He then transferred out to Sun City, 
Calif., where he worked for about two years . 

There were other jobs and projects to occupy his attention, in 
Western and Midwestern states. 

"Finally, I got tired of running around and came back to Arizona 
where I had kept my home," he says. 

Construction jobs around the Valley kept him busy for a while, be­
fore he retired about eight years ago. 
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Celebrations mark community's anniversary 

Lively Arts 
and Food Fair 
An arts and crafts festival and 
food fair was held Jan. 17 at 
Thunderbird Shopping Center. 

Sun Bowl·kick-off ceremony 
Anniversary week began with a special concert Jan. 14 at the Sun 
Bowl. More than 4,500 residents attended to hear music by the Pat 
Trapani Orchestra. During the ceremony, special awards were pre­
sented to three people in honor of their contributions to the commu­
nity. Red Pope, Valley National Bank, center, presents the awards to 
Jane Freeman, left, Leslie Corrinne, second from left, and Jerry _ _____ ____________________________ ____ Svendsen, right. 
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Sun City's 30th anniversary 
parade, held Jan. 20 along 
107th Avenue, included more 
than 40 participants. Among 
those entered in the parade, 
clockwise, from upper left, 
the Michigan Club of Sun 
City, a combined entourage of 
Sun City Bike Clubs, several 
American Legion posts and 
the Shriners. 

Photos by Tyson Kuhrts/lndependent 
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Sun City residents iam/ 
Strawberry Festival · 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - The gusto of 
strawberry festivals held in Sun 
City years ago was brought 
back to life Tuesday on a day 
set aside to salute the commu­
nity's service clubs and vol­
unteers. 

An estimated 10,000 area 
residents attended the day-long 
Strawberry Festival at Sundial 
Recreation Center that featured 
lively cabaret entertainment. 

Strawberries shipped in 
Monday from New Zealand were 
served with fresh whipping 
cream and shortcake to more 
than 3,500 people who pur­
chased tickets for $1. 

But those who did not get to 
eat the strawberry shortcake did 
not miss out. 

They were entertained by a 
variety of local talent from col­
orful dance numbers by The Sun 
City Steppers to a medley of 
"Annie Get Your Gun" sung by 
Lucille Hays. 

Dally News-Sun photo by Stephen Chernek 

Bob Harris, chairman of the 
festival events, said the straw­
berry shortcake was prepared by 
Furs Cafeteria in Sun City and 
transported to Sundial by an 
American Red Cross local chap­
ter. The Sun City Prides helped 
assemble the dessert. 

"This has been terrific. It's 
like a shot of adrenaline in Sun 
City's heart. Everyone once in a 

CHAIRMAN HONORED - Rose Larsen, right, chairma n 
of the Strawberry Shortcake Festival, was dubbed Straw-: 
berry Queen by locals Susan Ready and Ji'!1 ~C:J~e~: 

while needs something like· this groups. In addition to being 
to get them pumped up and · puckered up for the straw­
excited," Harris said. "What's berries, the people showed an 
really neat is that there is a interest in the resources." 
real interest in the volunteer Many of the local service 

clubs set up booths at the festi­
val and distributed information 
to interested residents. 

"A great number of people· 
have come by our booth here. 
Residents here have a real in­
terest in what is going on," said 
Bob Cory, member of the Sun 
City Fire Prevention Vol- _ 
unteers. "I think people are 
really happy to see the Sun City 
Fire Department formed its own 
department." 

The volunteer hours donated 
by service clubs from Lion an~ 
Lioness Clubs to Rotary Clubs 
to Telephone Pioneers of· Amer­
ica to the Sun City Library, 
were tabulated by the an­
niversary committee. 

Sun Cities residents have 
volunteered more than 6.7 mil­
lion hours of their time since 
1979, the anniversary com­
mittee estimates. About 733,000 
of those hours were in 1989. 

In addition, Sun Cities vol­
unteer groups contributed more 
than $7 .6 million to charities 
throughout the Valley. 

Rose Larsen, who was chair­
man of the Strawberry Festival 
committee, came up with the 
idea to decorate the auditorium 

with red and white checkered ; 
tablecloths and colorful center-: 
pieces. 

She organized more than 70. 
volunteers and coordinated 
matching uniforms. 

"I pictured them all in little 
red aprons and red bows," Lar­
sen said. "I wanted it to look · 
nice for everyone." 

The Strawberry Festival is 
one of several activities during 
a week-long program of celebra­
tion activities for the 30th an­
niversary of Sun City. 

Maricopa County Supervisor 
Carole Carpenter, who was the 
keynote speaker at the festival, 
presented awards to Del Webb i 
Corp. and to the Sun City Home 1 

Owners Association for all Sun 
Citians. ' 

"You are known world-wide 
for your active senior lifestyle. 
You have a lifestyle that many 
people half your age admire," 
Carpenter said, praising locals 
for their more than 90 percen~ 
voter turnout at the polls. · 

"I ask ·ror communities across 
the Valley outside Sun City to 
reach in and take advantage of 
the expertise here and I ask Surt 
City to offer their expertise and 
community spirit to the Valley,'! 
Carpenter said. "There are so 
many things that the Valley can 
gain from you and we nee~ 
them." 
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:Turn 
:back 

( WeQb models 
I 

:reopen doors 
for anniversary 

• , By JACQUE PAPPAS 
( Daily News-Sun staff 
1 • SUN CITY - More than 

, 100,000 people filled Oakmont 
Drive 30 years ago this month 

. ., • as they took a peek at five 
• 1 model homes that showcased 

~ -· ·• Del 'Webb's concept of active re-
• , iirement living. 
: ·: · ; • Thousands of residents toured 
~:, • the origi.na] homes again Mon­
• •,• • day as part of a week-long series 
~~~<of events celebrating Sun City's 
·;,: • '80th anniversary. i; ~-: :- The Sun Cities Area Histori­

' q- : cal Society's new office officially 
, • •• ~ned to the public aft.er a 
~- . nbbon-cutting ceremony with 
· : local dignitaries. 

·,!~: The office, 10801 W. Oakmont 
'•Drive, was the finit model home 

~ · : built in Sun City. It remained 
·.t- , . _._ 

. O.ify Newt•Sun photo by St-,hen O.rMlc 

T-BIRD WATCHERS - Robert and Dorothy Thorne of Surprise admire a pink 1956 Ford 
Thunderbird, on display in front of the Sun Cities Area Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont 
Drive. The home was the first Sun City model home. 

open Monday along with two Course. niversary ashtray to a 1979 
other original homes built along Memorabilia - from old tele- trophy of the Sun City Saints -
Oakmont Drive and South Golf phone books to a fifth an- See Home, A3 



Home tour shows off Sun City originals 
lt\tl~lil~\tili\liHil\lll\lUlillmii!tt ,;f 
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HISTORY ON DISPLAY - The Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society's new headquarters opened t,, the public Monday. 

Daffy Hows-Sun phofo by SftpMn Chernek 

Visitors to the house· at 10801 W. Oakmont Drive viewed 
photographs from Sun City's past. 

- From, Al 
was on display at the society 
office. 

"We've been in Sun City a 
long time and it's ·nice to come 
here and see old familiar places 
and faces," said Milton Semrau, 
who moved to Sun City with his 
wife, Iome, in 1971. "I've just 
enjoyed walking around here 
(the society office) and looking 
at all the old photographs on 
the walls." 

Hostesses were stationed at 
each home and shared tidbits of 
information with the thousands 
who visited the Sun City land­
marks. 

"I like to tell people about 
some things in Sun City that 
they may not know. And that's 
what the historical society is 
going to be all about - doc­
umenting history," said Rita 
Wright, secretary of the board. 

The historical society honored 
its co-founder Jane Freeman by 
naming the office conference 
room after the Sun Citian. 

In addition to the open 
houses, antique cars were on 
display and a variety of clubs 
had craft shows in the former 
TG& Y store at the Grand Cen­
ter. 

Betty Joachim, who chaired 
Monday's events, said she was 
happy with the big turnout. 

Area residents, people from 
out of town and many from· 
throughout the Valley came to 
the second day of anniversary 
events in Sun City. 

Carol Heimann, of Phoenix, 
walked through the homes 
Monday with her two daughters 
ages, 6 and 9. 

"My daughters just loved see­
ing the old cars. I think more 
people who live in the Valley 
should come out here. I don't 
think they all realize that the 
people out here are active," said 
Heimann, whose mother, Mary 
Grangaard, lives ~n ~un City. 

Touring the homes, along 
with those who had never vi­
sited Sun City before, were 
some people who have lived in 
the retirement community since 
1960. 

" I have been here since 
March 1960 and I think this 
anniversary is terrific. I have 
donated quite a few articles, 
photos and old phone books to 
the historical society because I 
think things like this should be 
preserved," said Rae Conn, who 
still lives in the home she 
bought 30 years ago on Pebble 
Beach Drive. "I've seen Sun 
City grow from nothing and now 
we need to work to keep it going 
strong." 
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' ~ t Schedule ofEvents 
• 

Anniversary 1 
Sunday,January 14 
Kick-Off Concert featuring big band leader Bob Crosby 
and honky tonk pianist Jo Ann Castle, accompanied 
by the Pat Trapani Orchestra. The 2 p.m. concert takes 
place at the Sun Bowl Amphitheater, 10220 N. 107th 
Avenue. Tickets are $3 in advance, $4 at the door and 
are available at the following Sun Cities locations: Sun 
City Visitors Center (Promenade); Gilbert Ortega's, 
Freed's, (Grand Center); Garden Cafe, Enterprise Rent­
A-Car, Ask Mr. Foster, Resident's Gallery (Thunderbird 
Plaza); Heritage House, Hair Barn, Tom Tate's (Sun 
Bowl Center); Cheese House, Sun City Silvercraft 
(Greenway Terrace); Stone's Shoes, Framing Loft (Bell 
Camino); Shoe Rack, Anthony Jewelers (LaRonde) 
and Stone's Shoes (Mercado del Sol). 

Monday,January 15 
Sun Cities Arts and History Day 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. See 
where it all began, just south of Grand Avenue, west of 
107th Avenue. Tour the original Sun City model homes 
and the Sun Cities Area Historical Society ( 10801, 
10807, 10813, 10829 Oakmont Avenue) which will also 
feature an antique display. Antique car and craft show 
at the Grand Center (Grand and 107th Avenues). 

Tuesday,January 16 
Volunteer and Strawberry Festival from noon to 4 p.m. 
at the Sundial Recreation Center ( 103rd Avenue at 
Boswell). Salute those who have helped the Sun Cities 
earn the designation of"Volunteerism Capital of the 
World." Maricopa County Supervisor Carole Carpenter 
will speak at 1:30 p.m. KTAR Radio will broadcast live 
from the event so stop by and visit with your favorite 
radio personality. Strawberry shortcake, cabaret enter­
tainment, and volunteer displays all afternoon. Seniors 
softball tournament begins at the Sun City Stadium 
(near 111 th Avenue and Grand Avenue) at 9 a.m., and 
continues through Thursday January 18. 
Sponsored by: 

The Del Webb Corporation 
Sun City Ambassadors 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society 

In cooperation with The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City, Inc., Valley National Bank, APS, CBS Properties 

. and the Northwest Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

♦ 
Wednesday,January 17 
Lively Arts Fun and Food Fair 10 a.'m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Thunderbird Plaza (99th Avenue and Thunderbird). 

f More than two dozen entertainmept groups will take 
over three stage areas indoors and out Enjoy music, 
dance, and singing while experiencing the tempting 
treats offered at the food fair. Lawn Bowling tourna­
ment, 1:30 p.m. at Lakeview Recreation Center. 

Thursday,January 18 
Our sport and health focus features bicycling, tennis, 
swimming, shuffieboard, outdoor aerobics demonstra­
tion, bocce tournament and mini golf play throughout 
the day. See flyers in community for times and details. 
"For The Health Oflt" health fair at the Grand Center 
(107th and Grand Avenues) 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. A variety 
offree and for-pay health screenings such as blood 
pressure and cardiac risk assessment, demonstrations 
and exhibits. Senior softball finals at 3:15 p.m. 
Sun City Stadium. 

Friday,January 19 
Golf outings at Lakes West and North Golf Courses. 
10:30 a.m. performance by the Aqua Suns synchronized 
swimming group at Lakeview Recreation Center 
(107th Avenue and Thunderbird). Futurist Forum fea­
turing Robert Theobald, author of Rapids of Change: 
Social Entrepreneurship in Turbulent Tunes, and 
15 other books. An economist, Theobald is usually 
described as a futurist Admission is free but by ticket 
only. Tickets are available at the following Sun Cities 
locations: Sun City Visitors Center (Promenade), ASU 
campus (Bell Professional Bldg.), Rio Salado Campus 
at Sun Ridge (Bell and El Mirage Roads). 

Saturday,January 20 
Closing Day Parade along 107th Avenue from Grand 
Avenue to the Sun Bowl Amphitheater. At 2 p.m. witness 
more than two miles of floats, marching bands, horses 
and more. Following the parade dance and sing along 
with a variety oflocal entertainment while enjoying 
anniversary cake at the Sun Bowl. 

• 



i 
I 

I 

-~ 
~ 

'i 
u 
C 
::, 

"' c 
::, 

'1 .. 
~ • z 
:?: ·s 
0 

0 
0-
0-

"' ... 
c 
D ... 

tf.l 

~ 
p:; 
< 
tf.l 
~ 
g: 
H z z 
< 

.;.. 
D 

"'D 
C 
0 
~ 

roance 
party 
Sun Bowl 
show opens 
birthday bash 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Sun City's 30th 
anniversary celebration kicked 
off with a bang Sunday as 
nearly 4,500 people danced, 
sang;. with and listened to Big 
Band and honky-tonk music. 
' The concert at the Sun Bowl, 
featuring Jo Ann Castle and 
Bob Crosby, was reminiscent of 
the retirement community in 
the early 1960s when the out­
door amphitheater was oft.en 
Jl.&Cked with an enthusiastic 
crowd. 

Castle, a pianist and en­
tertainer formerly with the 
Lawrence Welk Show, got resi­
dents on their feet as she sang, 
made jokes and tickled the iv­
Qnes . . 
' "He (Welk) would have said 

· · • -is vonderful, vonderful," 
castle said, giving an update on 
-thi!! entertainment legend. 

1,"He is 86, he's very, very 
dtired and doing fine. He 
~ pool every day in his 
omce." 
'.'Castle, who walked on stage 

the assistance of a cane, 
'!'P, recently released from the 
Mital and is recovering from 
~ illness that "affected all of ,er vital organs." 

HIGH STEPPING - Sophia and Morino Bruno dance to the music of Jo Ann Castle and 
the Pat ,Trapani Orchestra. Castle and bandleader Bob Crosby performed to a near 
capacity crowd at the Sun Bowl for a concert kicking off a week-long series of events for 
Sun City's 30th anniversary. 

The crowd gave her a stand­
ing ovation and Castle burst 
into tears. 

"I love this place. You all are 
so wonderful," Castle said. 
"This concert was great therapy 
for me." 

Big Band leader Bob Crosby 
led the Pat Trapani Orchestra 
in nearly a dozen tunes from 
waltzes to Dixieland numbers. 

Sunday's event was the first 
of a week-long series of events 
in tribute of the retirement 
community's 30th anniversary. 

Prior to the show, Valley Na­
tional Bank presented three 
Recognition of Significant Con­
tribution Awards to Corrine 
Leslie, Jane Freeman and Jerry 
Svendsen . . 

Leslie is founder and chor-

Tuesday's anniversary events 
Sun City's 30th anniversary celebration continues 

Tuesday with a number of events. 
The Volunteer and Strawberry Festival is scheduled 

from noon to A p.m. at the Sundial Recreation Center as 
a tribute to the many local volunteers. 

Maricopa County Supervisor Carole Carpenter will be 
the speaker at 1 :39. _ 

Cabaret music will be featured duri;,g the festival. 
Senior softball tournament games will be at 10:30 

a .m., noon and 1 :30 and 3 p.m. at the Sun City 
Stadium, 111 th and Grand avenues. 

KTAR radio will broadcast live from the event all day. 

eographer of the Sun City Porn 
Pons. 

Jane Freeman is co-founder of 
the Sun City Historical Society 
and is.co-author of "Jubilee," a 
272-page book that details the 

history of Sun City. 
Jerry Svendsen is editor and 

publisher of Sun Life Magazine 
and former Sun City public re­
lations manager for the Del 
Webb Corp. 



Sun City ages well in 30 years 

Del Webb Corp. 
It was a modern-day land rush when Sun City opened in 1960. During that weekend, more than 100,000 inquisitive people visited, and 237 homes were sold. 
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''It is 011.·e of the most incredible feats of its kind" 

Sun City 
ages well 
in 30 years 
By Phyllls GIiiespie 
The Arizona Republic 

Uprooting thousand of retirees 
from the Midwest and plopping 
them down in the middle of an 
Arizona cotton field seemed like a 
harebrained scheme in 1960. 

Today, as Sun City celebrates its 
30th anniversary, the Del Webb 
Corp. still is cashing in on that 
original idea of an active-retirement 
community. 

Del Webb Corp. 

Del Webb's Sun City, with 
46,000 residents, remains the largest 
retirement community in the coun­
try with restrictions that say at least 
one member of the household must 
be at least 55 years of age and no 
one under the age of 19 can reside 
there for longer that three months a 
year. 

The Del Webb Corp. lured people to Sun City in the 1960s with adver­
tisements that promised an active-retirement community. 

And the corporation still is 
defying the experts. 

Besides the original Sun City, that says older people don't want to 
three other Sun Cities are bucking move from their homes and that 
the current home-buying slump, they don't want to live in age-segre­
and a fifth Sun City is about to be gated ~mmunities! I d?,n't _see ho~ 
announced for southern California. Sun City has survived, said Katie 

"When you think of the research - Sec SUN CITY, page A/6 

- SUN CITY, from page A J 

Sloan,_ housing specialist for the 
American Association of Retired 
Persons in Washington, D.C. 

"They have not only survived, they 
have prospered. I don't know how 
they do it, but they're doing some­
thing right" 

Sloan, who is not a fan of 
age~restricted housing, is not the only 
~at1onal expert on senior housing who 
1s amazed by the Sun City phenome-' 
non. 
. "I _think it is one of the ~ost 
mcred1ble feats of its kind," said 
qeorge. R. Genung Jr., executive : 
director of the National Council on 
Senior Housing of the National 
Association of Home Builders in 
Washington, D.C. "They are far and 
away the leader in their field It's 
incredibly difficult to sell to· that 
market." 

Only 10% want to move 
Research shows that only JO 

p~r~cnt of the people who retire are 
willing to move away from their 
homes, he said. 

Ge1~ung, who has visited the 
Phoenix area many times and is 
familiar with Sun City, attributes the 
success of the community to a variety 
of reasons: luck, guts, hard work 
outstan~ing marketing, good planning 
and business savvy. · 

"People think of Sun City the same 
way !hey th!nk of the Empire State 
Building -;- it's big, and it's unique," 
Genung said. 

Del Webb was lucky because he 
h~d 20,000 acres of cotton fields at his . 
·disposal from his partner in the 
vent~re, J.G. Boswell III. The land 
remamed under cultivation until it 
was needed for more homes. By 1978, 
when the community was completed 
8,900 acres had been used. • 

Sun City West, just two miles 
northwest along Grand Avenue, 
started in 1978 and has a total of 
5,700 acres; Sun City Tucson began 
three years ago and has 1,000 acres; 
and Sun City Las Vegas started a year 
ago and has 1,050 acres. Houses are 
still being sold in these communities. 

"I think the way they planned it, 
taking the land as they needed it, 
reduced the risk," Genung said. 
"They had capital resources that most 
developers don't have, and they got 
the land at a reasonable rate. A smart 
entrepreneur, Mr. Del Webb." 

Webb and his senior staff also had 
guts. 

The Urban Land Institute in 
Washington, D.C., and a half dozen 
_top developers in the country had told 
them: 

, "Old people want to be with their 
family, not together in an isolated 
community. . . . Financially, such a 
project would fail because of 'canni­
balism' (more people would die than 
move in)." 

But interviews with Florida retirees 
and the advice of a Phoenix psychia• 
trist indicated that an "active-retire­
ment community," although never 
attempted before, would work. 

Amenities key 
Those Floridians also said they had 

watched builders promise wonderful 
amenities in other retirement develop­
ments and never produce them. 

So, before a single home was sold, 
the corporation spent more than 
$2 million on a shopping center, a golf 

·course and recreational facilities. 
Then five model homes were built, 
ranging in price from $8,500 to 
$11,750. 

Sun City opened at 8 a.m. Thurs­
day, New Year's Day, 1960. It was a 
modern-day land rush, with people 
waiting in long lines for hours to sign 
contracts with salesmen sitting on the 
floor of a tiny office. 

More than 100,000 inquisitive peo­
ple visited Sun City that weekend. By 
Sunday, there was ·a 2-mile-long 
traffic jam on Grand A venue. 

During that weekend, 237 homes 
were sold. By the end of the month, 
400 had been sold, and an additional 
675 were being planned. By the end of 
1960, 2,000 homes had been sold. 

Webb executives had estimated that 
1,700 homes would be sold in the first 
three years. 

A major advertising campaign and 
national media coverage about this 
extraordinary occurrence in a cotton 
field kept the customers rolling in. 

Since Sun City began, an estimated 
80 to 90 other active-adult communi­
ties have sprung up across the 
country, mostly in the Sun Belt, 
according to an independent study 
conducted for the Webb corporation. 

'We still have the flagship' 
'.'We still have. the flagship of 

retirement communities in the world " 
boasted Sid Menk, 73, president of the 
Sun City Ambassadors, the local 
booster club. "Any of our seven 
recreation centers would be the envy 
of any retirement community in the 
country." 

Genung said that during the past 
30 years, Webb has managed to 
maintain its leadership position in the 
active-adult-housing market by re­
!11ainin~ ~exible, by changing or 
1mprovmg its product as the demand 
arises. 
· For example, the 346-bcd, acute• 
care Walter 0 . Boswell Memorial 
Hospital was built in 1969 to 
accommodate Sun City's burgeoning 
population. It was named in memory 
of one of the three Boswell brothers 
who; originally farmed the land where 



Sun City was developed. 
But while Del Webb.marketing was 

busy espousing the wonderful lifestyle 
of its commun,ities, the neighbors 
don't think much of the Sun Cities. 

The Del · Webb Corp. began a 
$250,000 advertising blitz last fall 
called "Sun Cities Care" to counteract 
th<: un_favorable impression Valley 
residents have of the retirement 
communities. 

The ad campaign came on the heels 
of a Valley-wide opinion poll that 
indicated that peoP,le believe residents 
of the Sun Cities do not contribute to 
the educational system and that they 
are isolated in their communities and 
are not willing to get involved in 
neighboring communities. 

The corporation would not divulge 
the exact results of the poll. 

Origins of reputation 
Deserved or not, the Sun Cities 

gained this image for a variety of 
reasons. 

As a community without children, 
Sun City voters united to defeat 17 
proposed bond issues in surrounding 
school districts from 1962 to 1974. 
Only two were approved. 

The Peoria Unified School District, 
where youngsters were attending clas­
ses in double and triple shifts because 
of a lack of schools, finally asked Sun 
City to leave the district. 

Later, the Dysart United School 
District asked Sun City West to leave 
for the same reason. 

For the ·past couple of years, the 
Sun City Taxpayers Association has 
been fighting a state law that says 
areas outside of school districts still 
should pay some school taxes. An 
Arizona tax-court judge ruled in the 
association's favor in July. 

Incorporation elections have failed 
twice in Sun City and once in Sun 
City West. Consequently, Maricopa 
County pays most of the bills for law 
enforcement and street improvements. 
Private contractors and improvement 
districts, paid for with resident fees, 
provide other services such as fire 
protection and street lighting. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun City 
Inc., which has private golf courses, 
clubhouses and swimming pools val- . 
ued at more than $12 million, fought 
for nine years to avoid paying 
property taxes. It lost that battle last 
year in the Arizona Supreme Court. 

A bum rap, expert says 
Jay Butler, director of the Arizona 

Real Estate Center at Arizona State 
University, said he thinks Sun City 
residents are getting a bum rap. 

"The people out there get put' down 
for living _in their isolated, walled 
community," Butler said. "On the 
opposite side, young people like to live · 
in apartment houses with other young 

people. People like to live with people 
like themselves. 

"Unfortunately, the only time you 
hear about · Sun City is when it's 
something negative, like forcing a dog 
out of a condominium complex." 

Genung said that because no one 
had ever done anything like it before, 
Sun City was a learning experience. 
There was some bad with the good. 

For example, because it was so 
large, it tended to be sterile and 
isolated, with few facilities initially for 
aging residents. The later Sun Cities 
were scaled down, and more space 
was set aside for the ailing. · 

"They (the Webb executives) were 
the pioneers,•• Genung said. "They 
taught everyone how to do it, and 
they're still on the cutting edge. 

"The industry owes th'em a vote of 
thanks. We all benefited from what 
they have taught us." · 

Menk, al:,yays a Sun City booster, 
agreed, saymg that moving to Sun 
City · probably adds 10 or I 5· happy 
years to a person's life span. 

"Sun City is not a mausoleum 
where people are filed away," he said. 
"This is a place to live." 

A week 
of anniversary 
celebrations· 

The weeklong 30th-anniver­
sary celebration for Sun City 
begins today. Here is a list of 
major events. 

Today . 
• Sun City and Sun City 

West churches will dedicate 
their services to the 30th-anni­
versary tribute. 

• Kickoff celebration at 2 
p.m. at the Sun Bowl, 107th 
Avenue south of Peoria Road. 
Performances by Bob Crosby 
and Jo Ann Castle will be 
preceded by remarks from Del 
Webb Corp.' General Manager 
Phil Dion and an aide to Gov. 
Rose Mofford. Crosby is a 
brother of the.late Bing Crosby 
and a big-band leader. Castle is 
a honky-tonk-piano player. 

Monday 
Arts and history day, all events 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

• Open house and antique 
show at the, Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society's new loca­
tion, an original Sun City model 
home, 10801 Oakmont Ave. 

• Open house at three other 
original model homes at 10807, 
10813 and 10829 Oakmont Ave. 

• Antique-car show and arts 
and crafts at the Grand Center 
and Oakmont Recreation Cen­
ter. 

Tuesday 
• Sundial Recreation Center 

Volunteer and Strawberry Fes­
tival, a tribute to the service 
clubs and volunteers, noon to 4 
p.m. The event will feature 
strawberry shortcake, volun­
teer-organization exhibits and 
cabaret entertainment. Mari­
copa County Supervisor Carole 
Carpenter will speak at I :30 
p.m. . 

• Senior softball tournament 
begins at Sun City .Stadium, 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 
• Senior softball tournament 

continues at 9 a.m. at Sun City 
Stadium. · 

• Lively Arts Fun and Food 
Fair, Thunderbird Plaza, 99th 
A venue and Thunderbird' Road, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

, Continual show of local en­
tertainment featuring the Porn 
~oms; square, round, folk, tap, 
Jazz, Latin, Hawaiian and ball­
room ·dance performances. Mu­
sic \Viii include Baroque record­
ers,.· chorale _singing, ·polkas, 
banJo and concert . . ,. ·" ,:.,,44 

• The Sun City Organ Club 
will present a performance at 2 
p:m. at the Fairway Recreation 
Center featuring 1960 , music. 
This will be followed · by the 
1960 Academy Award-winning 
movie Butterfield 8. · 

• Lawn-bowling tournament, 
Sun City vs. Sun City West, 
I :30 p.m. at Lakeview Center . . 

Thursday 
Sports and health day. 

• Senior softball tournament, 
Sun City stadium, semifinals at 
12:30 and 2 p.m. Finals at 3:15 
p.m.. . 

• Three hundred bicyclists 
will ride through the commu­
nity beginning at 8 a.m. at 
Marinette Recreation Center 
and will end up at the Sun Bowl 
at 9: 15 a.m. for co!Tee and cake. 

• Tennis tournament, Sun 
City vs. Sun City West, 9 a.m. 
at Bell Recreation Center. 

• Shuffleboard tournament, 
Sun City vs. Sun City West, 
9:30 a.m. at the Sun Dial 
Recreation Center. 

• The Canadian-American 
Lawn Bowling Tournament, JO 
a.m. and 2 p.m., at Fairway 
Recreation Center. 

• Outdoor aerobics demon­
stration, JO a.m. at the Bell 
Center. 

• Bocci tournament, I to 3 
p.m. at the Lakeview and 
Marinette Recreation centers. 

• Minigolf, all day at all 
minigolf-course locations. 

• Health screenings, includ­
ing glucose and cholesterol and 
blood pressure, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
at the Grand Center in the 
former TG& Y store. ' 

Friday.;. . 
• Golf outings at Lakes West 

and North golf courses, morn­
ing and afternoon shotgun starts 
with luncheon. Sun City Recre­
ation Centers is allowing outside 
play for this day. Call the golf 
courses for more information. 

• Aqua Suns synchronized­
swimming performa;1ce at Lak­
eview Pool, 10:30 a.m . . 

• Master-swi-mJl'lers demon­
stration at the Sun Dial pool, I 
to 2 p.m. 

• Robert Theobald, author, 
economist and futurist, will 
speak in the Sundial Audito­
rium at 2 p.m. Theobald will 
comment on the role of senior 
citizens in the decades ahead. 

Saturday 
Closing-day parade at 2 p.m. 

from the Grand Center, south 
on 107th Avenue, to the Sun 
Bowl Center at Peoria A venue. 
Live music, sing-along and Porn 
Porns entertainment will follow 
at the Sun Bowl. Bring your 
own chairs. 



VF - ANNIVERSARIES - i Cl 

. 

_ . . . ay·cake; 
Sun City . marks 30 years 

Starting Sunday, Sun City 
will celebrate its 30th an• 
niversary with a series of 
events. 

Representatives from the 
Del Webb Corp., Sun City 
Ambassadors, the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society, and 
local volunteers and busi• 
nesses have planned activities 
for the weeklong celebration. 

Many stores and restaurants 
will "roll back" the prices of 
some items to reflect the 
1960s, when people from 
across the nation were attrac• 
ted to what is now considered 
the premier retirement com• 
munity. 

The list of events follows: 
Sunday, Jan. 14: An• 

niversary kick-off concert fea. 
turing Bob Crosby and Jo Ann 
Castle begins at 2 p.m. at the 
Sun Bowl, 107th Avenue and 
Clair Drive. They will be 
joined by rthe Pat Trapani or• 
chestra. Seating will be pro• 
vided. Tickets are available by 
a number of CBS Property 
Services stores. · 

Monday, Jan. 15: 8un 
Cities Arts and History Day 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with 
the focus . of activities near 
107th Avenue south of Grand 
Avenue. Activities include an 
open house at the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society's new 
headquarters, 10829 Oakmont 
Drive; an arts and crafts dis-· 
play and an antique car dis­
play at Grand Center, 107th 
and Grand avenues; and tours' 
of three original model homes, 
at 10807, 10813 and 10829 
Oakmont Drive. The . Sun 
Cities. Art Museum, _17425 
115th Ave., ,will be open--and· 
display Arizona tapestry,""wa• 
tercolors from . the ~Far- East 
and paintings by Sun Citian 
Diana Tollefson. · • 

Tuesday, J an. 16: Vol• 
unteer and . Strawberry =Festi­
val at the-'"Sundial Recreation 
Center. The event, •noon ~ 4 
p.m., is a ptnbute to•the 'many 
local volunteers and will fea• 
ture cabaret entertainment. 
Maricopa County Supervisor 
Carole .Carpenter will-be~ the 
featured speaker at ·1:30 p.m: 
Senior softb_all tournament 
games will be at 10:30 a.m., 
noon and 1:30 and "3 : p.m. at . 
the Sun Pity: Stadium, ·q1th'. 
and Grand avenues. " 

Wednesday, Jan. 17: Arts, 
Fun and Food Fair from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m,. at Thunderbird 
Plaza, 99th Avenue and 
Thunderbird Boulevard. A 
continuous ~.showcase · of en: 
tertainment will be featured 
on three stage areas :and Will 
include<dance and, musical 'en 
•.erta(ners from the Sun Cities 

area. The Sun City Organ 
Club will present a perform­
ance at 2 p.m. at Fairway 
Recreation Center, 10600 W. 
Peoria Ave. The performance 
will be followed by a showing 
of the 1960 Academy Award 
winninff movie, "Butterfield 
Eight,' starring Elizabeth 
Taylor. Senior softball tour­
nament continues with games 
at 10:30 a.m., noon and 1:30 
p.m. Lawnbowling tourna• 
ment, Sun City vs. Sun City 
West, begins at 1:30 p.m. at 
Lakeview Recreation Center, 
10626 Thunderbird Blvd. 

Thursday, Jan. 18: Sport 
and Health Day with a series 
of sporting competitions at 
various recreation centers, in• 
eluding tennis, bocci, shuff. 
leboard and softball tourna­
ments. Mini golf will hold 
open play all day and all who 
participate will be eligible for 
a Sundome ticket giveaway. 
At 8 a.m., 300 bicyclists will 
ride through the community, 
starting at Marinette Recrea­
tion Center, 9860 Union Hills 
Drive, and ending at the Sun 
Bowl, 107th and Clair Drive. 
There will be a tennis tour­
nament at 9 a.m. at Bell Cen­
ter, 16820 N. 99th Ave. and a 
shuffleboard tournament at 
9:30 a.m. at Sundial, 14801 N. 
103rd Ave. From 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., a Canadian/American 
lawn bowling tournament will 
be at Fairway, 10600 W. 

Peoria Ave. An aerobics dem­
onstration will be at 10 a.m. 
at Bell Center and at Sundial. 
Bocce tournament will be at 
Lakeview and Marinette cen• 
ters from 1 to 3 p.m. The Sun 
City Handicapables Club, 
Cura Care Home Health Care . 
and Valley View Community 
Hospital will man exhibits 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Health 
screening demonstrations will 
be from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
former TG& Y store at Grand 
Center, 107th and Grand. 

Friday, Jan. 19: Golf out­
ings at Riverview and Willow 
Creek golf courses. The Aqua 
Suns will present a 10:30 a.m. 
performance at Lakeview 
Center. 107th and Thunder• 
bird. A "Futures Forum" will 
begin at 2 p.m. in Sundial 
Auditorium featuring noted 
author Robert Theobald. Ad­
mission is free, but by ticket 
only. Tickets are available at 
the Sun City Visitors Center, 
the two Sun City libraries, the 
ASU campus in Sun City and 
Rio Salado campus at Sun 
Ridge. The Masters Swimmers 
will give a demonstration at 1 
p.m. at Sundial pool, 14801 N. 
103rd Ave. 

Saturday, Jan. 20: Closing 
day parade begins at 2 p.m. at 
the Grand Center and will 
travel south ~n 107th Avenue 
to the Sun Bowl, where cake 
and entertainment will be 
provided. 
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Ring 1990 in with cheer, celebrate Sun City's 30th year 
The new year and the new 

decade will resound with ac­
tivity, as Sun Citians kindle a 
celebration worthy of the 30th 
anniversary of the nation's 
premier retirement commu­
nity. 

To celebrate Sun City's 
anniversary, a series of 
festivities is scheduled for the 
week of Jan. 14-20, 
beginning with a Jan. 14th 
kick-off concert at the Sun 
Bowl. 

The 2 p.m. concert will 
feature band leader Bob 
Crosby and honkytonk pianist 
Jo Ann Castle. 

During intermission, there 
will be presentations to three 
Sun City individuals who 
have made a significant im­
pact on the community. 

Tickets for the concert are 
$3 and are available at the Sun 
City Visitors Center in the 
Promenade Shopping Center, 
99th A venue and Bell Road. 

After Jan. 1, tickets will 
also be available from selected 
merchants at Greenway Ter­
race, Thunderbird Plaza, 
LaRonde Shopping Center, 
Sun Bowl Plaza, Bell Camino 
Center and Grand Center. 

In addition to being the 
former director of the Bob­
cats, Mr. Crosby is referred to 
as the originator of Dixieland 
Swing. 

Pianist Jo Ann Castle, also 
familiar to many, has ap­
peared as a regular performer 
on the Lawrence Welk Show. 

Both entertainers will be 
accompanied by the big band 
sounds of the Pat Trapani Or­
chestra. 

The week-long festivities 
will continue with Sun Cities 
Arts and History Day on Jan. 
15. Activities will focus 
around Oakmont Recreation 
Center, Grand Shopping 
Center and Sun City's origi-

nal five model homes. 
There will be tours of the 

model homes, an antique 
show, an arts and crafts dis­
play, an antique car display 
and an open house at the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Soci­
ety's new headquarters. The 
Sun Cities Art Museum also 
will be open. 

On Jan. 16, from noon to 4 
p.m., the Volunteer and 
Strawberry Festival will take 
place at the Sundial Recre­
ation Center, featuring a trib­
ute to the thousands of vol­
unteers who helped the Sun 
Cities earn the designation of 
the Volunteerism Capitol of 
the World. Carole Carpenter, 
Maricopa County Board of 
Supervisors, District 4, will 
be the keynote speaker at 1 :30 
p.m., in the Sundial audito­
rium. 

The day's festivities will 
include live cabaret entertain­
ment. 

The senior softball tourna­
. · ment will begin at the Sun 

City stadium on this date . . 
Strawberry shortcake tick­

ets .may be purchased at the 
Sun City Visitors Center, 
Value Drug in Shadow 
Square, AL MART Cards at 
Greenway, Viva La Cards at 
the Promenade, Thistle Cards 
at LaRonde Shopping Center 
and through most service 
clubs. 

The Lively Arts Fun and 
Food Fair will be held from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Jan. 17, at 
the Thunderbird Plaza Shop-

. ping Center 9n 99th A venue 
and Thunderbird. The food . 
fair will be complemented by 
a continuous showcase of 

·- entertainment, including 
dance and musical entertainers 
from the Sun Cities area, to 
be featured on three stages. 
The senior softball 
tournament will continue and 

a lawnbowling tournament 
will be played at Lakeview. 

Sport and Health Day will 
be held from 7 a.m. · to 2 
p.m., Jan. 18, with a series of 
sporting competitions being 
staged at the various recre­
ation centers. Tennis, bocci, 
shuffleboard and softball are 
among the sporting events to 
be held, with participants vy­
ing for a trophy provided by 
the Del Webb Corporation. 

Mini golf will hold open 
play and all who participate 

,·.throughout the day will be el­
. , igible for a Sundome ticket 

giveaway. 

YEARS 
Other activities for the day 

include an all-bicycle clubs 
ride in the morning, an aero­
bics demonstration at 10 a.m. 
at Bell Center, and a master 
swimmers demonstration at 9 
a.m. at Sundial. · 

Health screenings and 
demonstrations will be held 

from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m., at th 
former TG& Y store at Gran 
Center on Grand A venue. 

On Jan . 19, anniversar 
festivities continue with gol 
outings at various Sun Citie 
golf courses. 

At 10:30 a.m., the Aqu 
Suns will perform at th 
Lakeview Recreation Cente 
The afternoon will be higt 
lighted by a Futures Forun 
featuring author Robe 
Theobold. The forum will l 
presented at 2 p.m. in tl 
Sundial auditorium. 

Anniversary festivities w: 
conclude on Jan. 20, with 
parade beginning at 2 p.m. 
Grand Center and concludi, 
at the Sun Bowl, where ciu 
and entertainment will be pre 
vided. 

By announcement da) , 
early two miles of high scho, 
marching bands, floats an 
cars had registered for the p. 
rade. · 

Anniversary co-chairnu 
Martha Moyer, of the D< 
Webb Corporation, says the 
has been tremendous coope 
ation from many Sun Citi< 
businesses and organization 

"The Sun City Amba 
sadors have been instrument 
in the implementation of tt 
event," she says, "and bus 
nesses such as CBS Prope 
ties, Valley National Ban! 
APS, along with many otl 
ers, have really gone the ext 
mile." 

Accordi_ng to Ms. Moye 
many of the costs associate 
with the overall event are b 
ing sponsored by the D 
Webb Corporatio"n. "But v 
can't do it alone," she adds. 

·"It has been extreme] 
gratifying to experience tl 
willingness of so many inc 
victuals and organizations · 
make the anniversary week 
great success." 
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jsun City's 33rd Ylnniversary. Moments in time 

Where were you when Sun City was 
being developed? The following chrono­
logical time capsule of the community's 
growth was compiled from the book, 
"Jubilee: The 25th Anniversary of Sun 
City," available at the Sun Cities Historical 
Society. 

1920s 
Goodyear Trre and Rubber Co. purchases 

land where Sun City now exists and intends 
to use the land to grow cotton. Goodyear 
establishes a company compound on the 
land (eventually becoming the town of 
Marinette) for its employees. 

1936 
The land, now known as Marinette 

Ranch, is sold to the J.G. Boswell Comp­
any. Cotton is grown and harvested at a 
record pace, but the industry eventually 
dwindles and dies by 1950. By the late 
1950s, very little is left of the town and 
evidence of the once-thriving town (with a 
population one time as high as 15,000) is 
now hard to find. 

1959 
Del Webb Company purchase of the land 

where Marinette once existed from the 
Boswell Company. Webb plans to build a 

James 
Boswell, 
owner of the 
land where 
Sun City 
now exists. 
Del Webb 
purchased 
the land from 
the Boswell 
Company. 

new concept: a community designed 
specifically for retired citizens. 

1960 
Jan. 1 - Sun City officially opens. 

Optimistically, Webb officials expected 
about 10,000 visitors over the frrst few 
days. 

Much to everyone's surprise, more than 
100,000 people lined Grand Avenue and 
packed the then-tiny community to view 
the newly-opened model homes on the 
VERY FIRST DAY! 

Jan. 1-3- During the frrst three days, 
237 homes were sold and before the end of 
the frrst month, the 400 homes that Webb 
had initially planned to build had been sold. 
A second group of nearly 700 homes was 
added to the community. 

January - Oakmont Recreation Center, 
the first recreation center in Sun City, opens 
at 107th and Oakmont Drive. 

January - North Golf Course (frrst nine 
holes), Sun City's frrst golf course, opens. 

December - The Sun City Civic Assoc­
iation, forerunner to today's Recreation 
Centers of Sun City, Inc., was formed. 

December - The Sun City Chorus, 
directed by Otto Highfield, presents its first 
Christmas concert, a tradition that contin­
ues today. 

1961 
January - Town Hall Recreation Center 

(later renamed Fairway) opens at 107th and 
Peoria avenues. 

1962 
December - South Golf Course opens. 
July - Sun City first full-service 

permanent post office opens on 103rd and 
Coggins, in a building which is now the 
home of Menke Funeral Home. 

1963 
January - Hiway House changes its 

name to the King's Inn. 
April - Sun City Home Owners Associ­

ation is organized. 

1964 
December - The only vote on incorp­

oration in the community's history is held. 
Voters reject self-government 2,558 to 
1,036. 

1965 
January - The community celebrates its 

fifth anniversary with a parade down Peoria 
Avenue. 

February - The Sun City Saints, a 
professional women's softball team, begins 
playing in Sun City. 

1967 
January - Sun Bowl, an outdoor 

amphitheatre, opens. 
March - Sun City Country Club opens. 
June - Town Hall South (Mountain 

View) Recreation Center opens. 

1968 
May - Community Center (Oakmont 

Recreation Center) and Town Hall (Fairway 
Center) associations unite to establish one 
recreation center association serving all Sun 
City residents. The new association, called 
Sun City Community Association, would 
charge annual dues of $20 per person. 

November - The Sun City Symphony 
Orchestra presents its first concert at 
Mountain View Recreation Center. 

1969 
January - Construction of Boswell 

Hospital begins. 

1970 
January - Lakeview Recreation Center 

opens. 

September - Lakes East Golf Course 
opens. 

November - Riverview Golf Course 
opens. 

1971 
July - Sun City Stadium a 

professional, state-of-the-art baseball 
stadium, opens at 11 1th and Grand avenues. 

October - Lakeview Lanes opens. 
November - Palmbrook Country Club 

opens. 

1972 
_February - The Lakes Club, the largest 

pnvate country club, is virtually destroyed 
by fire one month before it prepares to 
open. The building is reconstructed and 



The Sun 
Cities 

Symphony 
Orchestra, 

ledt)'f 
Jennings 

Butterfield, 
held its first 

concert in 
1968. 

officially opened seven months later. 
March - The San Francisco Giants 

begin playing a portion of their spring 
training games at Sun City Stadium. 

May - Sun City Community Associat­
ion is changed to the Recreation Centers of 

Sun City, Inc. 
May - More than 2,000 residents pack 

Sun City Stadium to watch the Sun City 
Saints play a softball team from the 
University of Tokyo, Japan. 

1973 
April - Sundial Recreation Center 

opens. 
December - Willowbrook Golf Course 

opens. 

1976 
April - Bell Recreation Center opens. 
May - Sun City's post office moves 

from 103rd and Coggins to the present, 
larger facility at 98th Avenue and Bell 

Road. ll d 
July - The Sun City Liberty Be • ma e 

from scraps of metal contributed by 
residents, is officially dedicated at the Bell 

Recreation Center. 

1977 
May - Ownership of the recreation 

centerS is turned over to residents of the 

community. 

1978 
October - Union Hills Country Club 

opens. 
October - Sun City West opens. 

1979 
April - Quail Run Golf Course open~. 
November - Marinette Recreation · 

Center opens. 

1981 
November - A statue of Del Webb is 

dedicated at Bell Recreation Center. 

1984 
February - The Maricopa County 

Board of Supervisors establish a senior 
overlay age-restriction ordinance for Sun 
City. 

The law requires that at leas t one 
member _of each household be at least 50 
years of age and restricts anyone under the 
age of 18 from living in the community. 

1985 
January - The community celebrates its 

25th anniversary with a month-long series 
of events and activities, including a parade 
down Boswell Boulevard. 

April - The Milwaukee Brewers 
complete their final spring training game at 
Sun City Stadium and announce plans to 
move to a new facility in Chandler. 

April - President Ronald Reagan 
honors the Sun City Prides, chosen winners 
of the 1985 President's Volunteer Action 
Award. 

April - The Sun Cities Art Museum 
opens its present permanent facility 

between Sun City and Sun City West 

1987 
September - Memorial Garden, the 

home of the Liberty Bell and the statue of 
Del Webb, is completed at Bell Recreation 
Center. 

1988 
July - The Arizona State Legislature 

enacts a school tax on Sun City. After a 
year of battling state lawmakers and 
pursuing the matter through the courts, the 
tax is eventually rescinded and a lesser tax 
is enacted. 

September - The Sun City Fire Disrict 
cancels its contract with Rural/Metro and 
establishes its own local fire department 

1990 
January - The Sun Cities Historical Society opens its headquarters in the community's 

first model home on Oakmont Avenue. The facility is restored to its original condition and 
serves as a museum for historical material pertaining to Sun City. 

January-The 30th anniversary of the community is marked with a parade down 107th 
Avenue. 

1991 
January - The Senior Professional Baseball League and the Sun City Rays 

unexpectedly fold and cancel the remainder of the season. 

1992 
January - Citizens for Self-Government begins a drive to incorporate Sun City. In 

July, CSG turns over 3,260 signatures to county officials, thinking they have more than 
enough to merit a community election on the issue in November. A number of signatures, 
however, are ruled invalid by county officials and CSG ends up 120 shy of the amount 
needed for a November election. 

September - The Sun Cities Solar Sox begin their maiden season in the Arizona Fall 
League. The six-team league is owned and operated by Major League Baseball and 
features top-Minor League prospects. In December, the Solar Sox capture the league's first 
chempionship,tille: · 

------ -- - - - - - ------- - - --- - --- ----------- ---- ---- - - - -



~ Del Webbs 
Sun City West 

January 19, 1990 

Jane Freeman and Rita Wright 
c/o Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
10801 Oakmont Ave.nue 
Sun City, Arizona 85351 

Dear Jane and Rita: 

Thank you both for playing such an integral role in the 
30th Anniversary Celebration. I ' m sorry the weather wasn't 
a little nicer on dedication day, but at least it wasn ' t 
raining. 

The new headquarters of the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society is a tremendous addition to the community. I'm 
sure the permanent location will serve to pique the his­
torical interest of local residents 

Again, thank you both for all your ideas, support and 
dedication to making the 30th Anniversary Celebration 
a memorable one . 

Sincerely, 

I. 

/{{wr_ ¼<'o'--
Martha Moyer 
Manager 
Community & Public Relations 

MM:as 

13950 Meeker Bh-J. 
ro. Box 1705 Sun Ciry \X,br, AZ 81372-1701 

(602 ) 974-70 11 . -.:.,_, 
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STILL ACTIVE AFTER 

30YEARS 
Friday, January 12, 1990 
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Sun City's success faf, exceeded expectations 
ly Connie Cone Sexton Webb'■ promotion or _a r~re-
Staff writer · atlon center, gotr courae and other 

SUN CITY - Planning and amenities at the denlopment 
getting Sun City off the ground in proved the lure for th0&e looking 
lah• 1959 involved many ansiou.a for• placo to retire. · 
days, say those involved In lta Webb official■ were ecalatlc lt 
early years. the turnout that opening day, aaid 

One story has it that on the eve Tom Ryan, Webb'■ current vice 
of the communitr's grand opening, president (or project planning and 
a . couple or De E. Webb Corp. development. 
empl_oyees headed for a pub 10 Ryan, who worked on the lnfra­
Peona to mull over. what might 1tructure or Sun City, ■aid It was 
happen that nell day - Jan. 1, an exciting time during the early 
1960. . . . . . 1tages orthe community. 

While starmg m,!° h18 dnnk, one "In the very beginning, every• 
man wondered, Do you think one was a little bit unsure of the 
anyone will show up?" 1uccesa or an active retirement 

The other m8!1 ~~rugged hil project of this ilze. It &eeDII a liltle 
shoulders and !19-ld, And if they bit runny now, looking back at IL 
do, how am I going to sell a 30-year They were pioneera In thOlle days," 
mortgag~ lo a 60-year-0ld retiree?" be ■aid. · 

Th~y needn't ~ave worried. "While everyone believed ln the 
Openang day su_rprised them all, concept, they were a little bit in, 
even Del Webb h1mselr. doubt as to how rar It would go." 

About 100,~ people flocked to The Sun City or toda , with Ila 
the northwest site near J07th and 48 OQO.plua resident. i! not the 
Grand avenues to satts(y their &n C't that Webb' , _ _. to 
curiosity about a place that would I Y expeco.cu 
house only senior citizena. That emerge. . 
first weekend,' 237 people signed Sun City, which Jumpe the 
purchase contra~ts afler tourinf Santa Fe _tracb at Orand Annue 
the five models. . ~d con~uea north ror aever~ 

Can were nearly ~umper to miles, originally was going to be 
bumper on Grand as they headed developed in two part&. Webb 
to the development. planned to ~ ~e area aouth of 

· Many had been Intrigued by Grand as the retirement commu­
Webb'a local and national promo- nlty"; th~ ar~ to the north was to 
lion or the Sun City li(estyle. become a conventional commu• 

A month before the openlnr, a nity. 
double-p~e ad ran In The Amons . The general pl'!' for the north 
Republie promising "An Active aide was dotted with flags noting 
Way of Life!" See ■O■N■RAL, Page IC-4 

Cari Vtere nearly bumper to bumper on Grand 
Avenue (upper fefl) as about 100,000 ptople 
flocked to the grand opening of Sun City oif 

f ile pholo 

· J~n. 1, 1960. At right are the five original 
model. homes, whkh brought In 237 purchase 
contracts th~ first weekend. 
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the placement of eltmentary and high achoola. it," he said. 
Space for an induatrial park also was influded. Kuentz, who retired in 1986, said he 

"The original thin~ was that pf!>bably the remembers the turmoil in deciding to •build 
best we could hope for 11 to j~ be able to use north ofGrand Avenue .. 
the area aouth of Gr,µid for retirement," R_yan • • "When.1re reallied we were really rolling and 
eAid. · • · • , going and knew we were 10mg to go north, we 

He said that although peopie were thrilled were very nervous. We had the railroad (to 
with the early success of Sun City, Webb wo~ about). They historically divide communi­
officiala' were not sure the interest would ties,' he said . 

. continue. . The Santa Fe track la just north of Grand 
"Everybody said, 'Well, that was great. Now Avenue . 

. what?' They were wondering if it would Leaping that barrier proved aucceuful from 
continue like it did. There was still concern up · the start, Kuentz said. 
un~il 1965 or '66,'' Ryan said. "We bad tremendous response. That would be 
' But Webb decided to forge ahead and crossed an incredtole response even today, mqch less 
Grand Avenue with the intent of enlarging the back them," said Kuentz, who went to work for 
retirement area. Webb in 1949. 

"It became apparent that the project would Though Sun City was a bit remote, Kuentz 
go on and on and pn. So the planning north of didn't worry much about isolation. "Wt had a 
Grand was 'done by '66 or '67 and by '68 we• tremendous piece of property,'' he said. 
cr068ed Grand," Ryan said. Kuentz, 69, moved to the Valley from New 

"That first plan (in the early '60s) was just a Jersey in 1958 to view the property and help 
contingency plan. Everyone hoped that the Webb detide whether to push ahead with the 
retirement community would go on forever but retirement development. 
there bad been no track record, no one else to "Before we really decided to i~ with Sun City, 
look to." . a number of us did some traveling around," he 

By the early 19708, Ryan said, people around said. . 
Webb withdrew their concerna about whether a The ,roup found prime eumpJee of what to 
major retirement development W!)uld work. avoid in Florida, l{uentz said. 

The emplo1eea were happy It became a "They had huge signa (promoting planned 
' success and didn't regret beang cautious, Ryan re~ment developments) saying ~ming 100n, 
~d. · a shopping center,' '<'AmQll IOOD, ·a library.' 

"I think anyone who would have predicted at· '<'Arning 800n, aomething else.' But the 19t,I were 
the t{Jne it orned that it achieved its size today under water;" Kuent% said. · 
are full o smoke. I don't think anyone Such a promotion was not what Webb had in 
aBIOCiated with Webb ever thoo,ht it would be mind. He wanted to let prospective buyers lle8 
what it is today." the homes in person before they bought ·one, 

Fred Kuentz, who waa chairman and ex!!!CU· Kuentz said. 
tive officer of Del E. Webb Development· Co., Webb believed that retirees would-want more 
agrees. . than just a rocking chair and a little home to 

"It would be nice to~ were that smart. I feel CiYZy in. They would want to get outaide and 
don't think anybody r · or thought about enjoy the weather and activities. · 

- --- - - - - - - - - - -

.. I',. , ,, # • • :,J .. • _. .• . 
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• sun City 
observes 

._birthday _-_ 

• 

A variety of event.a will be held 
next week t.o celebrate Sun City's 
30th anniversary. 
Sunday 

Morning: Sun City churches 
plan t.o dedicate their services t.o 
the 30th anniversary. 

· 2 p.m.: Kickoff' celebration at 
the Sun Bowl, 107th Avenue south· 
of Peoria A venue. 

Phil Dion, chairman and chief 
executive officer of Del Webb 
Corp., is scheduled t.o speak. 

Bob Crosby and Jo Ann Castle 
will perform. Crosby, a big-band 
leader, is the brother of the late 
Bing Crosby. Castle+ a honky-t.onk 
pianist, has appeared on the Law­
rence Welk show. 

During intermission, V aller Na­
tional Bank will present awards t.o 
three people for their outat.anding 
·contributions t.o the community. 
Monday 

10 a.m. t.o 4 p.m.: Swi Cities art 
and history day activities. 

An· open hoWl8 and antique 
show will be· held at the Sim Cities 
Area Historical Society's new looa­
tion - the first Sun City model 
home - 10801 Oakmont Drive. 
Open hoWl8 also will be held at the 

See ■c•• ...,.&11, Page sc-27 
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otbr tbrw modala ta au-i .-im, ill ti.-~ TG6Y 
Dme(l0807, 10813aad l 01129). -. 

AD miqQe car allow aad l"8 8 a.m.: Tbae hlmdnd. bic,djltl 
aad c:rda ahihit will be a& Grand will ride lhralllh ti. -•mity. 
C.-! l0'7tluad GimMI ...._ eiodiac • tbe Sa Bowl &boai 9"..lA 
lllli au-i .Baer POii c.ar.r. a.m.fareaiaaadc:ia&L 
ta 107th A- jaa beiiiad 9 a.m.i Tllllllil ~ Sa 
Grad c.... City 'fl. Sa City w. pla,-.. 

Tbt Sa C- Ari ~ BIil Racnu:im Ccr,w, 99th A­
~ A- aiid BIil Rad. will nm ad BIil Rad. -
be ope a ila narmal clay olf aad 9-.30 a.m • Sbttfflthc,eM toanla-
will baft a IBIIWiDc al Am.a tapary, watarcakn !:ram tba Far -. Sa City 'fl. Sa City W• 
,,_ . -... • 0....... pg,-. &mdialcas.. . 
- ·- pammip °D1 .-. City 10 a.m.: Oariloar ..._. d.a-
r'llidluDiua.TaU.-... -&Ci rre BIil C...; 99th.A-
TN911ay ae.,iaaa&llalllellRad. 
. Saiar taftbail ~ i. 1 t11 3 p.a.: .Bae ti ta& 
pm a& Sa City Stadium, Grad _, cm--= Luiffllw, 107th A­
A · -1 , ,,.._ •· nm lllli 'niwadwbi.d Rad. lllli -... ,... .. _...... A- MaiMCI. 9111ilA-lllli uam . -a.-~--10:.90&&, Hilll"'-'- ... __ .,,L....,...._ 
-. l:SO-aad 3 p.m. ~ • -:r-no .,.... .. ...._ 

NGa t11 t p.a.: Vahmsalr 1111i Sa City, Sa City W•.azid Sa 
SaawbwtJ F--. &mdial Be. City'l'llma. · 
Nltiam. C..., loard A_-.. aad FwWay 
i.w.llBaai.-d.Tbt..-,a (Wfommpllllihml:mma 
t:riilDI U) .... cbD lllli ,.._ twill IIDif - • ·t..ur:a w-. 
~ ' will r.mrt mawbe.T7 l!M33 TUllllllll Rad. lllli Nardi. 
IDOffl:l.ira. ~ '"'11 . 1• l28l50 N. 107th A- .Maniz1c lllli 
abillila lllli c::■ilam ~ .a.- .IDlqllll 1ta11a. Sl PII' 
-. raimd; SlO .1tr hmdlaa. 0alaidit . A.- fr-.Marimp&Caamy (pabllc) piaJ ii baiDc allaRd far , 
Sape.iwww c.z- c.rp.,w will tlm -' bJ' tba Ba:nmm c.-
be~• l:Sl PA tas al Sa City lm:. Im tirr 
¥41dn d t . 87s.:DlO. 

Saiar ...u ti@ • - 10:.30·a.m.; Ala& Sam ~ 
·--.Sa~ SCadiaa. a.-· Iliad fflJIUIWIC pan-. 
~•i:,!. • 10:.30 a.m.; - ·::;-, 1-.'*:~ A~ 

10 &&lllt_]l&:li,,aly.Am lp.m..:K..-..__._. 
PIia lllli had Fair. flwwlwbizd . Sadial w , 103rd 
~ t8th A-- lllli ,,__., •--llllilkalllllloaliffml. 
bird Rad. 2 p.a.: Llcan bJ' lcbw-t 'tw-

0:@tin- -■-· al ·1-1 bald; --al "Bapida al a-..c WtaimW i1amm1r tba Sa SaaialBmu,a II ·,. :.1 Turtia-
a&J ~ br ~..-..-- 1mn-.·Sadia1Allliiriarmm. 
CIIIIIIID7, 611k, _, jaa, wm,, 103rd A--lllli :e.w.il Baa. 
.Bnliiilalllli ~- --i-- flld. Tllaabul will.,._ a 'Wilat 
b NM Mai: will iN:1111111 aid raiedle~pilplle«ice will play 
!lnarila, bll'Oqae---. • . ·m.flmll9 ....... . 

!:-t~ polka, bmqo lllli s..-,~ Ja. 20 

1 p.a.: Lawn bo♦rimc. imm. 2 p.a.: Qllllillsclaypanda. 
mat. Sa City 'fl. Sa ~ W• Para will nmailaat twa milll. 
.,.... ~ Racnu:im c.- fr-. Grad c.- tll Sa Bowl 
w, 107th A_,. 1111i ~ Scheduled tll appar iD tba parade 
bird Boad. · an tba Sa em. Saddla C1ub; 

· Sa City Bic,cle C1ub; m APS 
· 1'hunlNy umqae ina; a VallaJ Nciaaal 

Spar\lllli balth clay. Bau harN-drawn carriap; 
Swor IOftba1l cbampumahip marcbmc bawil !:ram -~ 
~ • Smi City Stadiimi. Sami.,llape. Gla!dala aad T~ 
Senifinal• • 12:30 lllli 2 p.m. mch ICiml: ~ RO'l'C ca­
Fmal■ at3:15 p.m. · cilCI; 1111i flom !:ram tba Nonh-

: 7 a.m. t11 2 p.m,; :s..ltb _. ..- Valle,-· Ciambllr al C-. 
. mp, iDdudiDc. tlae far Ii-. -. Cifflu. Club, Naiionai 
~ lllli blood i--. n.s■nintian far w- lllli :SC.. 

: Grad Cmlilr, 107th and Grand 'WllllScboolalNmmc. 
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Sun City West had 638 sales of 
new homes last year, making it 
one of the Valley's most 1Uccessful 

• developments, according to Del 
Webb off1Cials. 

Just as Sun City West was a 
11pinoff of its predecessor, "so Sun 
City Tucson takes af\er il 

Although the style is basically 
California stucco, like Sun City 
West, the exterion of the Tucson 
homes have a mild southwestern 
flavor. They have more Mexican 
tile, longer roof eaves and more 
desert landscaping. 

"A lot of people have stated that 
this is the prettiest Sun City, and 
we think so, too," said Richard 
Vandermeer, vice president of 

sales end marketing for Sun City 
Tucson. 

It is pert of the Vistoeo planned 
community, 10 miles northwest of 
Tucson. to the east are the 
Catalina Mountains and to the 
west are the Tortolita Mountains. 

Sun City TuCIOn liad 168 sales 
during 1989, the least of the three 
sales offices. These buyen are 
special, Vandermeer said, because 
they prefer being further from the 
metropolitan area, amid the moun­
tains and desert. 

Sun City Lu V eight miles 
northwest of the i!!'vegas Strip, 
1UJ'1)881ed all sales expectations, 
said Ed Southard. vice president of 
sales and marketing for that 
community. Sales of 1,010 units 

last year in Sun City might make 
Del Webb the leading home 
builder in the booming Las Vegas 
market, he said. 

Future retirees can look forward 
to other Sun Cities. 

The company bas 6,700 acres 
near lntentate 17 north of Phoe­
nix between \he Pioneer .Road and 
Desert Hills tnierchanges. It ~ 
ably will be developed as Sun City 
West is cloeing out In the mid-
19908, Dion said. 

It also bas land In northern 
California and le looking for poesi­
ble sites in Teus, the mid-Atlantic 
states and mm the~~ he 
said. 



"· Rockers· a .. raPity in· Sun City • .. 1 

Sedentary lifestyle not what residents seek 
ly Phylh Glllupf• . technique that goes beJond simple_'. 
Staff writer "W ' · ki d f · demographics IP)d evaluates a per- ! 
- When retirees inove to the Sun . e Ve n O_ gone aon',valueeandbeliefetructures. 

Citiee, they don't bring their UP$Cale over tht;J ; Using paJChog.-aphia,, Del Webb 
rocking chain. They bring. their· yea S· The ho es e· reee&J1:he~ have come up with 
1porte iear, 1oclal calendari, , · r · m ar three ptofilei of Bun Cltiee reel-
prayer booki and plenty of money. more modest In Sun dent. -:- belonsere, belonger' 

Wh Del E. W bb Co ed achievers and achievere. 
Bun Cl~y In J.:11ary r:.Uie City. Their (retirees') Qelongers tend to be COD8e"8-

compan7. offered nry modest pensions were less tiYe and middle claN, according to 
bomee. The 1,000-Bquare-foot, tw~ . · the research. They exprea11 etrong 
bedroom model coat 88 little - when they retired, belief In ramil1 and country, and 
$8,000, with air conditioning extra. . aithough evenlthihg are econo~lcally comfortable and 
· One hundred dollars a week w• . • • ' J • · l8C1,II't with limited_ diicretioD81J 
• 8000 paycheck for • man back· In Sun City is still very . =~c~J°o~~=-rtb U8Ually .. 
then, and women were Juel b~- nice and well- . . . Belon!iir-achleven, accotdin« to 
Ing into the work force In eignlfi- - . the payc phia,, are a hybrlcl of 
cant numbere. Couplee' retirement . maintained.". . UPJ>9r-end Jongers and lower~nd 
penaions reflected these facts. - _ - Paul Del Bel, - achiever■ with a net worth of 

Timee have changed, aild ao Del Webb mnellng clrector between .260,000 and '6()0,000. . 
have the buyen In the Sun Cltiee, .....__ I · be'--- . --L•-
accord:ng to Paul Del Bell, director . . -'11

- comp ez av.,."r-•-en are the emellinl worklnt bl..-
. of mar~etlng for Del Webb Corp. ~unity _ and 26 000 hom-. The who have a etron, Identity, but not· 
_ "Weve kind "of. gone u~•- median age le h.8 yeail, the the Income lenla, - or • -more 
over the years, he 981d. _ 'The· ma,Jority of the resldenta are hf«h upecale IOClal clue. the research 
homee are more modeet lil Bun · school gradua~ and the majority 11ion. Theie people are . llroog 
City. Their peulon1 were I• of them came from the Mldweel candldatee for current fuhionl In 

· when the1 retired, although ever,- _ The Jut new homee were aold In housing and foi' nµdprlced aniem-
thlng In Suri City.ii still very nice . 1978, but reeale pricee averaae tiee for their homee. · · 
and well-maintained." abouU70000 Del Belhald. Achievers, with a net ,rortli of 

While there are many elmllarl- The llv~rage sale price tor new $400,000 or inore, tend to be 
tiee mnong residents In the origl- Sun Cltlee Jlomea ranges (roQJ econonilcally 1ucc818f ul, highly 

· nal Sun City and lta three younger $114,103 in Sun City Weet to inotlvated and fun-loving. They 
,ietera, there 9:18o are man7 cliffe~- $114,666 in Bun City Vlatoao, near are phJ9ically and_JJ17~logically 
encee, . according to Del Bell I Tucson, and $116J688 In Sun CllJ. healthy and well adJueted. · 
research. · Summerlin, near LU Vegas. · Market research baa found that 

There are about 46,000 resident.- One of the other research aneth- achievers seek hou9es that reflect 
In Sun City _; the country', oda Del Bell 981d le uaed ~b7 the tbelr social etatue. The home muet 
largest developed retirement com- c6rporatlon la paychograpblca, a See ■RaSIDaNTa, Page SCTt• 
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· ■ RESIDEN1-S, ··· · ....... ;, f.r:om~sc .. 1., 
make a statement about their 

:U::!ruiu}~=~Y directed; 
"These highly interactive indi­

viduals enjoy entertaining fre­
quently in· a prestigio119 environ­
ment," research documents state. 

Although Del Webb Corp. does 
little market research in Sun City 
it has determined: "There is ~ 
preponderance or belonger and 
belonger-achiever residents in Sun 
City. This is in contrast to the 
more upscale lihtyle found ·in 
Sun City West." 

According to other research 
about residents of.the two Phoe­
nix-area Sun Cities: 
■The retridents come from all 60 

states and 60 foreign countries.' · 
•About l million rounds or golf 

1tere played in 1988 on 17 courses 
in Sun City/Sun City West. 
■Residents of the Phoenix-area 

Sun Cities spend more than S200 
million Oil retail purchllSes and 
pay about $36 million in state and 
county taxes annually. · 
■The net worth of the 64,000 

residents in the two Sun Cities is 
more than $6 billion. Deposits in 
area banb l!t1rp8l!I! $2 billion. · 
■Sixty-three percent of the 

Phoenix-erea Sun Cities residents 
are members or a religious group. 
■ More than one-third of . Sun 

Cities retridenta engage in volun­
teer acti-.:ities. I 



• 
New world 
filled with 
laughing 
Hula boys, 
pool parties 
ly Connie C.. s..­
S...ITwritor 

SUN CITY - Ina Doclt 1lanced 
at her 90-year-olcl huaband and 
recalled the day he donned a aklrt 
and danced the hula lor i poup ol 
her friend,. 

Such utica wera COIIIDIOll r« 
thOM llvinJ la Sun City durins Ila 
early yean. It wu a time hula 
dances, backyard barbecuee ud 
festive partiee were malnataya In 
the community. 

"I wu chairman of the soil 
association ud had &o plan for a 
luncheon/', Id' aal4, rememberills 
the occaaloll in the early 1960a. 

"I decided to bavil the 'hula 
boy1' ent.ertala :- alx or l!lveD ol 
the men who li•ed out hara. John 
wu a hula boyt ahe uld, tappins 
her hlllhand'1 ann. 

"Well, they I°' up on llal• ud 
atarted &o clance. 'l1le sull at the 
luncheon · lau,bed ud applauded 
and then 1,ook the artlllclal Gowen 
at their tabla and lhraw them at 
John, at all ol them. I'll never 
forset tbal" 

The Dodta; 11ittins - 'from 
one another In their Suil Qty 
home of 29 yeara, nchansed a few · 
chucklee. 

"It wu a n,w worlcl out heret 
John .aald, addlp, that the early 
retireea lhollcht of themeelvee u 
pioneen, ready to carw out a 
niche In the ntlrem41nt commu­
nity. 

Ina wu about l50 In the early 
196011 when they came &o the 
community. "You wouldn't rulJre 
what the lint Sun City wu like. 
We had partiee around the pool. I 
•u a hula llirl, too. We put on 
dances. It wu wondenul. ~ 

John aald that durinl ~ lint 
few yean the community had only 
about 2,000 people, compared with 
today'• population of about 46,000. 
"We knew.ao many people by their 
first namee, what they did, every­
thing," J ohn aaicl. "It 'lllu a apecial 
time. We were aort ol a family 
back then." 

The Dodi. moved to the Valley 
In 1968 from Champaisn-Urbana, 
Ill. )ppt away, the 111mmer heal 
lookhold. 

"Finl time we came out here I 
burned my arin on a car doort 
John aaid. "I didn't want to tum 
around and go home, thoush. We 
th'111Cht we'd atick it out." 

Some time alwr &ettling in 

Scottedale, John and Ina beard 
about Sun City. 

"We came out bere cold. We 
didn't know what we were 1olng to 
aee. But the more we aaw, the 
more we liked," Ina aaid. 

John liked it ao mucb that he 
went to work u a aalearnan for Del 
Webb Development in Sun City. 

Although they rented a liouse 

lu, .. I Gpte1, Stoff pho\ogtopi,er 

fin&, their own bome wu finiahed 
In December 1961. 

Throueh the yeara, John contin­
ued In the real eatate buainesa and 
retired juat last year, at the age ol 
89. 

Ina was one of Webb'1 hollteasea, 
anBwering queations of .those lour• 
inc the models. 

Hula donut,. ba,becua1 
and pa,llea were 
maln1tay1 during the 
aariy daya of SIHI City. 
They were wonderful 
time1, 1ay plonHrl Ina 
Dodi (1,1bove, far left) 
and her huabond, John 
(group photci, aecond 
from right). The growth 
of the community 11 
Indicated by cople1 of 

· the 1mal, thin SIHI Oty 
phone book from 1961, 
Leid by Ina, and ,ti. . 
1990 lnue, about 2 
tndie1 thick, dhplayed 
by John. 

"One lime, our janitor came in 
while I wu littlnc In the model 
No. 2 waitln1 for people lo come 
in. He said, 'My, you look homely.' 
We both laushed. He said: 'I didn't 
mean lo aay that. 1 meent lo say 
you look at hom~.' • 

Ina sllk1 ahe e~.ioyed meeting so 
See ■PIONaaA-. Page IC-11 !-

• 
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many people. home was ready in July," she 
"We had pensionen (those retlr- recalled. 

ing on a pension) coming out at Lester didn't sit idle. 
first. The pensions were about · "He worked for Del Webb Corp. 
$300 a tnonth and I told people 1111 their 'key' man. His card said 
they could liTe on that ilmotint 'Inspection Counselor,' " Parry 
with some of the boUllell costing Did. 
lees than $19,000. I told them thef His job was to meet every family, 
couldn't hBTe a ball on $300 a that bought a new Sun City home 
month but you could Im 1'ell," · and help them do a walk-through 
she said. inspection. she explained. _ 

; · During h.ia stint 1111 a salesman "He welcomed them to -Sun 
I for Webb, John said he met the City," Parry said proudly. · "He 
' developer himself. . aasured them that even though 
I "Del Webb w88 a wonderful they might have been uprooted 
! mari," John said. "We didn't get to from their families back home, all 
i see him much. But I sold four was well," and that they wouldn't 
1 houses one day and he was here, haTe to worry about being lonely, 
I and he patted me on the back and she said. 
I said 'Keep up the good work.' " Parry said living in Sun City 
; Evelyn Parry said she wouldn't during the rmt few years was 

have moved anywhere else to exciting. "It was easy for _my 
retire. b1111band to make friends. He had 

Parry, whose husband, Lester, done a lot of traveling, and most 
died five _years ago, said the couple eT~ryone here was from some­
enjoyed the lifestyle and friends where ehle," she said. 
they made. . "It didn't take long for it to feel 

"We came here in 1960 and our like a community," Parry said. 
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5 New Models on Sale Beginning January 20. 
join the Sun Qty 30thAxmi.asuy a:ldxatian a:,wmdsavemcoeyon 

oar 5 a models at Sun City Wat ODe is sme10 saityour limtyle ~ and, 
evai belta; ,mllSffl:mcoeywithour 30'ye2ramiiwrsaryspecialsales prices. 

And what grearfth& Tbesem:itingnew hcmesmJF frcma wry 
mansg Fde l,]0010 nmiy 2,000 square ier, ~ from the high $<iO's. And all 
c&thec:oumlesaaures, hmuiesand arnrnities tlJat ba9emade Del Webb 
hemes am:mgthe m01tsuazsaful and dernmdrd i,n the Southwest. 

e.rme join the a:ldxatiw. Anda 

~Del Webbs --
- - --~1SunCltyWest 

30 years oflcadcrship. 
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• 
ly Connie Cone ~••ton "But at least we have the house 
Staff writer and can work to make it happen," 

SUN CITY - Sun City'• roota ~rg said. 
are being stored in a p1useum He ■aid residenta will be am~ 
along Oakmont Drive. . at the 1ue of the society'• collec- · 

Pict~res, memorabilia,· mapa tion. · . · · f · · 
and other records of the past 30 The James 0 . lloswell Founda­
years have been gathered to pre- tion 1upplied the member■ with 
serve Sun City. map■ and original blueprinta of 

The community'• first model the area. And Del Webb officiala 
. home, 10801 W. Oakmont Drive, provided blueprint■ of the origtnal 
'has been converted for use by the homes. Th~re · are even a,htray1 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society. that were handed out at the fifth 
' Meinbera of the group have been anniversary' celebration of tho 
scouring the commumt7 for the community an~ the first trophy 
'past five years, collectui, itema given to the Sun City Saints 
, from residents to chronicle the aoftball team. 
Sun Cities' history. . Sanberg would like to convert 

Glenn Sanberg, society presi- the front of the house for exhibit■ 
· dent, said being in the first model - and meetings. "We want the public 
· home is ideal. to know we are here and to help 

Next week, during a week-10111 tis. We can use volunteers and 
' celebration of Sun City'• 30th certainly any old pictures or other 
anniversary, the house will be itema they nitght have," he said. 
or.:n to the public for toura. A The society organiz.ed after San­
ribbon-<:utting ceremony is ached- berg and resident Jane Freeman 

' uled for 10 a.m. Monday. put togelber the b9ok "Jubilee: 
. Built in 1959 by the Del E. Webb The ~th Anniv4'r■ary of Sun City, 
Development Corp.; the house bu Ariwna." 
two bedrooms, a bathroom, a Freeman, who is no longer oo 
kitchen and a living room. A third the society board but staya active 
bedroom, a second bath and an in the group, would like to hear 
Arizona room were added to the from people who lived in the area 

, fram~ house. before Sun City was developed. 
Sanberg said hopes for the house And it'1 not just the old pictures 

include having it filed with the or itema that the society needs but 
Ariwna State Historic Property recent ones, too. 
Inventory and eventually with the . "We've kind of adopted ·as our 
National Registry of Hiatoric slogan 'Today is tomorrow's hia­
Places. Such listings will have to tory.' Jt'1 important to always be 
wait 20 years, however; the man- collecting infO)'IJlation. It's difficult 
datory age for historic properties is for us to see the importance of 
50. what we are living now, but we 

need to think ahead and think of 
the people to come who would 
want to know how we lived." 

Freeman said it hasn't been 
easy collecting material. Too many 
times when a resident has died, 
family members just come in and 
discard ite~. tiot knowing the 
value of old drama programs or old 
photographs . 

Even the Del E. Webb Co. was 
about to toss ~Y of it■ papera 
until Freeman reacued aome of 
them. 

''They were literally cleanin& 
house when theJ moved out ·of 
their officea," sl)e ■aid. "I juit 
happened to 10 by the office, and 
they said they wert! cleanin& out 
their files. So we took them and 
apent a whole 1ummer aortin& 
photographs and paper■. Nothing 
waa dated; not~ ·was identified. 
Del Webb has been very coopera­
tive, and they even come to ua for 
information now." 

Freeman would li~e to round tip 
information 90 the fint five model 
homes. "We'd like to a~t aome 
backup copiee of thoee," ■he said. ' 
"And I'd love to get the menu that 
was used at the former Melody 
Lane Coffee Shop, which was· at 
107th Avenue and Grand.'' 

Freeman stressed the need for 
continued aupport from lhe resi­
dents. '1 ·hope the people in Sun 
Oi~ do take an interest and stop 
by, she aaid. "Even if they don't 
think it will directly affect them, 
they should think of the ■atisfec­
tion they've had living here." 

• 

File photo 

Jqy Wood, {left), Le, Merydith and Glenn Sanberg of the Sun 
Citiu Area Hlllorlcal Society brow,e through memorabilia. 

---- - ------------------------ - --- --------
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Del Webb set for senior·boom 
It's foremost retirement community developer 
lyl'hyllsGa11pi1 
SWfwrita 

The baby boomen, born between 1945 and 1964, 
are 76 millim strong. · 

By the year 2000, when the first boomen reach ap 
56. nearly 22 percent of all people liflDC in the United 
Stat., or 55 million. will be older than 55. . 

When that happens, Del Webb Corp. figmw that it 
will be in the belt p0lition o( my boumg 
denlopment company in the coantry to capitame on 
thil ~ phenomenon. . 

"We want to tab ad-fantap ol oar~ 
pmitim in tbe actift adult WWiiiUlbt, .t 
balinea," aid Phil Dion. cbairma ud chief 
uecutiN .JJ!icer o{ tbe Phoeniz.-.i corporatim. 
. The stw-rnJi,-i, twtzuctm«l Wtporatiml. ii foc:a. 

inc all ' its· emrgiel and IWOWCW Oil cammanity 
d9rilopwwwtl and eapecia1ly Ntitwwwt COIIIJD1IDity 

· deriJopmenta. . . 
San City Welt, northW'elt ca Pboeniz, md &m City 

LIi Veps went unong tbe top ll1len lat ,war in 
.. 1..~ rwpecti hoaainc bta. _. ft maJ! I 

The future hM not alW1lJI looked ., 'tm'/ for tbe 
wtporatioa. 

In 1988, tbe company posted a Sl5 million lea from 
dia:ontinued and continuing operationL It· waa far 
worw in 1987, when the company lOlt aboai S97 
million. . 

H°'""9r, just 1-t month. I)nn•Jdlon, Lafidn & 
J~ a New York in,tietl:ueu~ benlring firm, put 
its ..i al &pproql on tbe COipotatiou'a fuwnd■I 
tuuwuw.d. An in-depth report an tbe company 
1«""11111_. holding Webb stock in tbe near term' md 
baying it for tbe diat.nw. 

The company's history dminc its £int 60 ,-rs waa 
a .-y of continaoa■ growth end dhetaib. 

It all startad in 1928 when Del Webb ma"8d tq 
,Pboe.m. for hill health. The-~-· • high . 
ICbool chopwt, took °""' m job to imtall 

"We want to take 
advantage of our · 
pre-eminent position in the 
active adult community 
development business." 

- , -PhlDlon 
Chill --=ulM offlc:s, 0. Webb ecri,. 

ibel,-inaBayl-store. 
It took «I from there, powhc into a major 

netione1 pnsal comtructiau wmpany. 
"When San atr startac1 30 ,-n ., oar 101e. 

buai.tw ,... primarily 1arp stNctuHI lib tbe 
Pmtegon, M81D10D Square Garden. tbe Forum in Loi 
Anple■ or the Kamal City (Mo.) airport - . major, 
majck piojectl," said Dion. ·who joined the corporation 
in 1982 • llllior ff:llr pt..adent for adrninimmon. 

The company ffllD bailt the town al Sa Manuel 
for the ArimDa industry. . 

Del Webb bail%° first major gaming reaort in LIi 
Veps, tbe Flmismco. and Wfilt OD to build mOlt o(the 
other major l'90rll md boteJs in Nffllda. At the 
same time, he al8o waa doing mOlt of the major 
comtruction ~or that femoUI n!!clat· and 
wheeleMeur, Hagb& 

The ■-ocietion with Hugba·led Webb into the LIi 
V epa merbt, not only • · a builder but • m owner 
al major C11m01 end boteis. 

Del Webb Corp. ,... the first pabljc company in the 
pming buai.tw md the 1■rplt . company in 
the~ mc1 um-. Dim m1. Cmc-.... 

See ■co-oP~ Page SC-22 

i.c1 the campmy a the - n. - ra San atr ia 
aima balmaia. laCh • i:ta Lab 1..-L A total 2SI hlaa -. 
P0Rll projeda md rat'tinr OD the IDid Oil opmmc day, Ja. 1, 19a), 
Coiando Bmr. mt 100,000 people 'rimed the 

Comczm:ciaw 1up o1!b buiJd. modli '- tbu N.., Year's 
iD11 IDOftd the company into wwimDd. 
-,:w rat ....., 'Wltura. Tha corporatian continued to 
Dim laid. It a1lo .._ a major pr0!IPl!I' !or 25 ~ 
COllfflltioul home builder by A slowdowu in the -y and 
1980. the corporation's OTer.ztemion 

In the late 191501. Dai Webb int.o 90 IIWlY ~ - finally 
lllla'lli' a 5G4Q TeaiVe with J.G. cauchi. ~ it in 1987. That's 
s-.1 ·In. a mct11n ll'OWllr with wile it ~ and 
ft& lad baldmp in the north- difflCinJ i:ta leisun. comcniction 
,... Valln. Bon.ii pat UP. the mt commarc:ia1 r-.1 lltate oper. 
land mi Webb did t&e buildill( tu.. 
mt flmDcizis_ &.w.11 ... boapt Ila main fac:us - ia IIWIDad 
om in 1983. co-unitiea,. ~Y Mnior• 

! ~ \ ~M-,:i :::; : !J ; 



"Slri' cuy'as· City: .. . , ... :,; ... :.• 
The issue never· dies 
By Conni, Cone Sexton Lea Merydith, a. member of 
Staffwriter Citizen• for Self-Government, 

SUN CITY - They say if you which baa ·j>uahed for incorpora­
miss a bua, wait a while. Another tion, had hoped to· use the momen­
one probably will come along. tu~ of Sun · City West's recent" 

Sort of like the incorporation e:a:ploration of incorporation; 
issue in Sun City. But during the Nov. 14 special 

All Is quiet, and then awooooeh. election to decide "the issue, 67 
Tlie roaring debate rattles into percent of the voters defeated the 
view,· libgers a bit and · then measure. 
departs, leaving plenty . of emo- ltf erydith, who baa kept in close 
tional residue. contact with incorporation sup-

The argument over whether to porters in Sun City West, said that 
incorporate Sun City baa come up community would try again. 
several times since the formation. Supporters of incorporation say . 
of the community three decades the facts are plain and simple. 
ago, . Incorporating · would allow the. 

An el~ion in 1~ !'ound up community !ta portion of state 
2,558 to 1,036 agatnSt moorpora- ~ revenue funds. Merydith 
tion. And in 1971, the margin waa estimates that the amount for Sun 
even wider: 5,563 v.oters said · no, ~ty - baaed qp its full-time . 
with only 258 votes for the isau«!, ·. number of reeidenta - would be 

F.ach election and every cam- clbl!e to $8 million. 
· paign baa left the community N,at Jampel, a member of the · 
fractured and sometimes apa- Town Meeting Association, said be 
thetic, observers say. . ia "violently opposed" to incorpora-
. Supporters of the idea believe . tion. · 
that Suri City should have control He supports the county'• work 
of zoning issues, st~t repair and · in bis community and said there is 
police protectio~ instead of relying no reason to abandon that plan. 
on Maricopa County officials for Like Metydith, Jampel was 
guidance. pleased to see the incorporation 

Opponents of the proposal say ISSUe come to a vote in Sun City 
the community is fine the ~ay it West, although his reason, are 
is. Why, they ask, should they risk different 
the unknown? , Jiun~I, who baa lived in Sun 

It's been about five-years since City for i~ Yel\fS, sees the defeat as 
any strong push for incorporation a solid P.9tement, proving to Sun 
has been waged. In the interim, City rea1denta that opposing incor­
eupporters of the idea have been poration is what the majority of 
trying to come up with a new people want 
recipe for success. See ■INCOIIPORATa, Page SC-•7 

■INCORPORATE From SC-14 
"I - ·t IUrpriled that the 

people in .Sun City Weat are • 
intelligent u tbaee In Sun "'-" beaid. . - ·,, 

Meryditb aid his principal rea-
1011 for IUPl>Ortin( ~ ii 
the money the cam.manity coald 
,recefye to nm ita awn ~ t. 
But om- the ,-rs. lie . lalll, 
anotber 1-hu emerged. 

'.'Jleinc a city wouJd gift Ill the 
ability to communicate with the 
oataide world. When I first moved 
here,· people - in ,San ~ · -
admired and respected. The atfi. 
tude WU ft1'y favorable, but in 

,-it ,-n that hu chmpd. 
People in the oataide world haft 
Joobd llpOII Ill with ridic:aJe and 
holtility," be aid. 

Be pomla llo the public's diamay 
Oftr San aty ftllidenta fighting 
the IO<:alled San City ICbooi tu 
for unorpniaed a-. Tbe tu hu 
been ruled WICOllltitutionaL 

"When the public accuaed QI al 
not aupporting educ:ation, there 
WU nobody to apak up for ua. We 
~ taaed - beini a1ackers, and 
-.e- had nobody llo step for III and 
• ,: 'I'm the mayor, and•bere are 
the fact&.' " 
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Political-,showdowns--
belie laid-bac~ image 
Tax watc.hdogs remain vocal-
9y Connie Cone Sexton. 
Stai!' "lll'riw . 

SUN CITY - Political activistl 
wanting to stay zealous-in their 
lat.er years might conaider Sllll 
City for retfremmt. 

Then always ·seem to be a 
caUN to embrace. 

During the put me yeus, while 
90%D8 retireel settled farther back 
in their rocking chairs ar headed. 
to the golf coune. others jubilantly 
tdOk to the streeta to c:irculate 
petitions, shake handa ar malm 
impallianed pleu for their various 
cauaa. 
School tax· 
. San Citiam quickly joined arms­
in 198& a,ing to get the Legisla­
ture or tbt courta to compromia 
on tbt ,o,called Swi City school 
ta, aakiDg that it be elinrin•tad '1r 
made more equitable. . 

Members of. the San City Tu• 
payers Aaoc:i•tjcm and the San 
City Hoaieownen Aaoc:imcm la. 
beied the. tu - unfair, saying the 
Legiai8PJ1'9 arbitrarily had decided 
to-tu them. . . 

The tu,. aimed ai tbme lmilc· 
omaide, orgauiaai scbooi diltric:t:I, 
waa d-igned to· add to the siata's 
education fund.. 

The tu, wmch-went int.o effect 
July 1, l9S8, ft8 . to be impl• 
mmaci 111'8dua11Y, .Daring. the first 
,-r. bm:u«,wmn in tbe llDOtP­
mad area paid 50 cent.a per SlOO 
<a a ~---raluaticm. The tu waa 
to increae 50 cent.I each ,-r 
w:n:il' 1997, when it would t-.:h a_ 
muimam «· ~72 par- $100 • 
~,,.tumon ·· . 
· In-. July, Arizona Ta Coart 

. Jadp William Morontl1 ruled that 

. the tu ,.. 1:mccutitotion•i be­
came it rmaad more mamr tb&ll 
,.,mecW fir-ita·mt.d parpe 
ai fmldiDr edncetm 
· Moramy's · decision might. be 

appealed, howe,w, by the Arizona 
Deputment ofRetenue. . 
· Ncmrthel-. SCTA members 

haft hailed the ruling as victory. 

VafTrans. 
Spirit.ed locai debate emerged in 

late 1988 in the di9c:ullion of 

. -
V alTram. a S8.4 billion mass 
transit referendum that wu pro, 
poeed by the former Regional 
Public Transportation Authority. 
The islue wu defeated ai the polls 
Marcb.28. 

Although many Sllll Citiam bad 
SUP}M-ted the mu& transportation 
plan, many more residents ques­
tioned whether it would benefit 
their community. . 

V alTranl called for 103 miles of 
eiemed rapid transit lines COD• 
necting Sllll City to Mesa and 
Glendale to north Scottsdale. The 
system al9o called for 29 miles of 
freeway baa 1anel and 1.500 new 
buael. A ~year. half-Qmt ini:reale 
in tlie county salel tu ~d have 
financed the plan. 

Voters Apimt Semeleaa Tran­
sit,. a .c:itizma group- with seftl'8l 
Sun City members. vocally oppoeed 
Val'l'ram. 

Some CIMi vets said the resi• 
dents' reaction to the- plan p8l'81-
lelled their -view in 1987 to tne Rio 
Salado Project, a propcal to clean 
up and d8,elop- the Salt River int.o . 
a rec:reaticm channel During that 
campaign. San Cituma al9o hedged 
on sapport of the redffltlopmmt 
plan. saying they woald not &­
reetly benefit from the program. 
Rural/Metro fire pwotection 

Fire protection waa a priority 
topic during fall 1988 as con~ 
-msy erupted over wh.c,. shoald 
manap San City's Fire Depart­
ment. 

Ait. months ot'-fin•ncial flgar­
ing and rmearch. ~ of the 
San City-Fire Board decided they 
were· at 1eut • capable- • the 
Rural/Metro Corp., ~ had 
piviided fire protectioa to' the 
community - for more. than' two 
decedee . - -

On Sept. 20, an omt1ow··a'CJW'd. 
of aboar500 residents jammed into 
the San City fire station on 99th 

!~~~~~ 
Rural/Metro officials explain their 
side of the story. 

C'iting Rural/Metro's financial 
inefficiency and "unbending" con­
See ■POLITICS, Page sc.22 f ______ :,;-

■POLITICS 
From SC-16 

tnct nerc,ciatiom. the '-rd voted 
4-1 in t'Dor of stan:ing a depan. 
meiuJan.l. 

Fire '-rd memban who pr. 
seated the new department a y-.r 
ago ban ~ported fmancial 
samp with the arrangement. 

SunCltyfvtuN 
Daring recem yars. reaidenm 

haft b.gun to wondar abol1t the 
l'utur9 of Sun City. 

A campaign .,.. npd in 1988 
bJ local 1'91idmt Jim Jacob. who · 
said tho, ap limit in Sun City 
sboaldbe1--'tobalpi=­
i-a1& 

S. orpniad tba 45 Yecs 
Oftrtay groall, which ~ 
droppiDJ the ap r:9CZ'iction in San 
City from 50 to "6. 

Bia effort .,.. jolted iD 1989 
with c:hangw in the Fair &using 
Act. Co-u.niti• WU1ting to 
maintain Slllior ap .rwtriction . 
JICIIIDI( woaJd haft to baff at 1-t 
80 panmt of the poplliation bmg 
55oroldar. 

Jacob sui !Iii-tis siill 
-...lid. 

'"l'be ..,.... ap is getting 
oldlr and gldar. It we don't want 
therepamian alt.mg an old folb 
i-. ........ gactodo~ 

"San City im't lib it .,.. 10 
,-rt aco, We had a yoangw 
IIOVlllaam and a pasli from Del 
Willil to pt (JIO!lle to lDOft hare. 
Now the ad,wtimi« is go.. and 
w baft lup nlllllhers al people 
-ms imo lilll<an bcma." J• oao-. 
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.Berry big-party to honor Sun City volunteers 
ly ••"1 Latty · crews, Bania uid. 
Staff wr1te, "I'•• a1wa11 beep lmp.,.ect 

No matter how you .UC. it. with Sun City, and IO proud of all 
dlahing up 1hortcake for 1,000 t1ie people here," he uid. "I 
people la a berry big idea. . . attribute a ~ of Sun Qty'11uccea 

But the magnilude bu not far.eel ' to the yolunteerinl that'• done.". 
Sun City'• 30th anninnary eel•· · It allO ■eeml littin1 that the 
branta, who will aaJute the commu- fe1Unl committee turned -:­
lilt:,'• volunteer for~ with a where elee'l- to wol~teer1 to set 
Strawberry Festival and Cabam the feetlnl and lta entertainment 
from noon to 4 p.m. Tue■da:, in under way. 
Sundial Auditonum, 14801 N. Fl.rat, the berriee. They're ou\ of 
103rd Ave. aeuon? N1> problem. The commi~ 

Ticketa to the e,ent, which ii tee member■, headed b:, Hmu 
open.to the public, are $1 each. and Mort Prince; coued the local 

Get-togethen over ,trawberriel Furr', ~eteria and lta aupplieri 
are not without precedent In Sun to reach out and touch New 
City. In the late '00. and earl:, "10., f.ealand and - powl - freah 
the then Del Webb Development 1trawberriel. Stemmecl. The coat la 
Co. recognized Mother'• Day enry 'ezpected to be off'aet b:, . ticket 
year with a festival that Included. aalea, Haqla aa1d. · 
atrawberry ■undaea. Then, there waa the matter of 

Thia year!, festival cha~ beklng 15,~ little white cakea. 
· Bob Harris, eaya he loves ■trawber- The:, allO n~ed 1lue, and bona 

riee almost as much as he doe■ Sun fide whipped cream. They found 
City and lta myriad •olunteen. A '°meone who "111 provido the real 
berry feat seemed a natural a■ a thlnr. . 
meana of hon!)ring the local work "Nothlnt ii too rood for the■e 

fplb out here," Ai\l Joe r.atlllo, 
manapr of Furr'1. CaatWo'a ltaff 

· will bu.e end •mble the ihod­
cak.-.. The ■hortcakea wU1 be 
tranaported to the ~dial by local 
American Bed Croa •ol1111teen. 

Meanwhile~ other prep11ratloo■ 
ha•• been coonllnated by Bole 
J.,anen of Meal■ on Wheel■. Llµ-­
aen'1 dedlcaUon baa earned her the 
featlval couimlttee'a "Honorary 
Strawberry" award. The honorary 
berry wui be Introduced to the 
ahortcake-eatera durin& Tue■day'1 
afternoon prop-am. 

"lt'a a fiWn1 tribute," . ■aid 
SUlall Read:, of the Bell ~ 
Center volunteer■. She ha■ lined 
up cabaret entertainment for the 
,venl "~ bu put her heart, 
IOUl and ,uta Into tbla thins.~ 

Lanen, In ad!lltlon to oveflM!tlin& 
detaill aucb aa eerver1, ho■tesaea, 
telephone committee■ (throuab Sa-

Runel Gol••• Sloff pholographer 

0 Honorary strawberry" Ro~• larHn 1how1 some of the apron• 
and flowe, arrangements she makes 01 a volunteer. . See ■nSTIYAL, Page ac-ae 

Abol&t 80 local apDCill wbo 
I depend oa ·,obmteas en~ 
- to ahiblt lm>chv.r- -s aurmc I the festinl, Mid Charlotte 

I 
Fanner, baud pnlidc& fi tbt 
Voluutetr Bu.rNa fi tbt Sim 
Cilia Ara 'l1ime diaplaJI en 
coordinated by Pee Brittan. '. . 

Tlwta for tbt Strawberrf F.ti-
.,.J aDil Cabaret. wider direcaoo oi 

Adam ~=~--ft the Sun City iiri °9Wlbn 
C'Asltar; 10001 W. Bell &mid ill 
~ Shoppilll C'Aslter: ud 
SuDlhiDe s.m:., 9980 w. Senta 
,. Drm. Memben oi tba -·· .-m orpriuPOIM alao·nwi ,.n. 
ill(lhlm. .. 

Jf lw-1 fur TlladaJ'• ~ft! 
ii • ~ • tbt ~it 

Harrill aid ha .....­:uw~ to rtl'fffl tba __. oi 
Ill 111111W atrawbmJ fat NI 8Wl 

~a-idlal&er ___ .... aprit ud call atla· 
~'ruyudita_.w-. 
;:::~ ~ '.that_ •• 
r.ti-nl like tbia becGID8I ~ 
wt.a tbt bmi,11 -- GGt ~ ..-m.· , 
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_· Longtime Realto~s 
-. still tout community .. 
\ f lyJeffNln · -- -·--·.-_:_;. •:_··- -A.nd-&w..~~elDU"..d u ih~-· 

Staff writer · ~-- ' wmnbi, entry. , !\ "1~ ~ ◄f~ 
ThedatewaaJan.l, 1960.· ·. ~- · · .. ''Sun City' -:--. t& waa bullt•OD·.· 
And nealtor Keai Meaden~ promotion that ~J-W,bb:iaa;,J,Je' } 

only to pop in a videotape .on bia to 1enerate. We ve bad phenooie= 
Vql to tum back the clock and ~ 1ucceu," · Aid Meade,· 11 :op~ 
relive the auapicioua cleb\it of • time Del Webb broker. Meade, wbQ 
America', foremoet retJrement de- live, in Sun City West,. oper_atee a 

·· velopm~nt northweat of }>boenb.. . ~altJ .fi~ with olijcee in ~ City . 
Meade, 64, hu vinta,e f~e ·ipnd_Su~C1t1Wesl · . , . . · ' 

1howins can filled with ,.ea,er '.: Like m~y. Meade iu'! Arizon4' 
~ buyem backing up traffic on Grand ' tranaplanl Ile !Doved hie f~iJy 

... Avenue awaiting their chance to from Long Jaland to th~ Vall!Y in 
buy home ■itel at Del Webb C'A>rp.'1 1968. . 
1howcase retirement community. . Back then, he purchasecl a am~l 

Some of the hoWlell that year three-bedroom h'ome . in l>hoe1ua 
went for as low aa $8,000. for leu than _,Q,000, (tp{lllced by 

· On film, one Hcit,ed buyer ii the ule of h11 $17,000 homtt in 
quoted aa ~yin1 that· he baa the New York .. • . · . , ; . 
best property on hia block, a golf r.aat,foryard 30 Y~fl- . 
c9urae lot, co1tin1 leu than We_ve leen (h~Ql:) prices r18e . 
Sl2,000. and pse and r~, fueled by 

There were ada temn, people lnflat1on, population growth, and 
they could move to the area and ~lerated na~ural ~and apprecla- _ 

· r.etire on as little aa taoo a month, t&ond !Uld propefly · vaJues, Meflde · 
Md "d Ai .. 

ea e 881 · But afte ki · 1981f th 
. <- "They had a national contest to · r ~ . IIJ lD • e 

give it a name," he Aid. . See ■ 11•ADR, P .. ge ac-ae 

, iu,,.i Gct•,~• ~toff phol~rapher 

Bob Turner (left) and. Ken M!ad; ·hav, ·witness•~ three decades 
of Sun City dev-ilopm,nt. 

• 
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&m (lty bouairc marbt, liu . = DI tbt Valley.· 11111111 to "A few things 

•A In tbill,a haft i-~ . , . 
pellUIJ iD aa ~ tbat -- · have been•·, 
CODtributN to tbtliida. .\1111-o{ • ., ~.:.. .... ::e ._ .au.. happening .'in 
&maiyi-1-...~,.,., S c·ty th·~·t =.:•-=J:~;,r•~m: Un . I .. ··. -~ . 
a-atimial c,c1e. w ...... .- have . •- -thraup tbt lint 'ftft o{ ni&inN. . : ~; =-ft'n woniDi OD tbt ~ contributed;· . 
~•::_ ~ ':' .:n:f .J to the slidel-'a 
wbln tbt dla&h rm~ . · ,, , 
naturally. 1 tbink DI • ,_., And ·one of-: 
people will be able to lit U'CIQDd ·· " h 
• writ. .. thil, and '11 be th · •. , ... · 
ableto-wbat'•bappciar..__. ose 1s • . :. 1 . 
Whaf■ bee bappalliDc ■ th, age U ; ; ... I 

natural qinc pro0111 ma ..u. .. • = ; :: ! 

lb.I c:ommllllity and m n■ideota. · ( ; 
Del Webb campleqd lot ..i. iD 11N11ar 11ten=... 
SUD City iD 1978, 111d baa tlu'Ded - , · · 
ita a&&enUOD to &Ii,~ Ill 
Swi City w-. 

•AD oi their 1DOM1 ia -
trat.ci 1111 that property," with Sim 
City 1,.,..fitiini fram. - "apill• 
Oftl',"Maacleaid. 

Bob Tunier, a 10-,-r San City 
naidmt ud adift DI tbt ~ 
adon, a wi1111tNr CGIDID1111ity 
udbuainapnllDOQODpwp, 
aid tbt bouairc marbt bu ._ 
athcted by a number o{~ 
lack o{ pnllllllQOD hems tbt pri­
mary-. 

But Tunier, 73, aid be clo.i't 
think "affordability o{ bauainc ia. 
1119>r problem. .. 

Swi City ■till offers the ntine 
"the i..t mcmey nlue )'OU cui 
pt," becauae o{ it& nried ameni­
tiea, widespread. ■hoppiDc outleta 
and eenice■, be aid. 

1'JJ,icaltwo-bedroombomea,in­
cludfu1 ·IIWly 1,600-•quue-foot 
dwelliDil, r1111 tram '56,000 to 
ffl,000. Turner aid be boufht hia 
~ home in Swi my for 
ffl,000 ill 1985. 

"There are Iota of homa more 
..... than that, .. he uicl. 

~ ,lllf,Solf COIU10f. po,lab 
. ,i;:..-;iJJOp:1~•~;~·,~,.,. ~·~ 

.. . I• ~ J" ~ I ::•_f_') . .':,. i i:r 

. ~ ;. 
lift l1M82ped Iola are nadily anilable. ' ,. 

la additiOD, 1,IOO amdGmimUIII 
UDia . ha..- ·bee built . la ; the 
cammunRy lliDlle lffl, beml. 

ID lac&, then ii a : Nlalift 
:::' ..c_m bi Sa Qt,y today, ,l-

"We - haft an mn 1;000 .! 
haamir.i.,"U011t80.--t~ 
man than three ,-n a,o. be aid. -j 

&ill, that total rwix-111 1-
tban Ii percat o{ all rwidenlial . 
l_)r'Ol)lll'ty ill Suii City. Anodm i 
dnelopmeDt chaniinl tbt ·r- o{ 

Iba Sun City hoUliDc - ii: Iba f 
prolif.mioo o{ lif..can -~ . 

"We haft 23 ol than . within i 
~t miles of Sun Qty," K,-
uid. . ' 

'-n-. p1- are ~ ·try. i 
i111 to attract e111tmm1 ·tmu Sun 
City. It put.I an Gtra ~ 1111 f 

-tbar.alemarket." . 
Ne•erth•I-, he uicl about f 

1.&00 prmoua!y crtnied. 1iom. are I 
■old ,early in Sun City and Swa 
City West with home ~ at hil 
-~ IIP S..i ~t PW a 1"1 Iii 

;'-\ -~_~: J/:::\ .-:: . .1-, 1: ~ ;.f ;' :~ 

• 



• 
Pat• 2•TBE SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT, Ju. lC>-16, 1'90 

·it's party time 

• 

••• 
PAR1T ANIMALS. The First 
Annual SIUI City Wat Dog Parle 
New Year'1 Parry wa.r a 

. "howling" ncceu. The doggie 
· 1ociQJ evou tlJOlc place at 4 p.m. 
Dec. 31. The,part Lr~ nat 
to Hlllcrut Golf Cmlne. Several 
regular ,uer, of ·tM parl: orga­
llized t/11 event. lncludint 
r "Gena" SttfilN1/f (below); . . , 
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Celebrations mark 
Sun City's birthd.ay 
Parade, lecture, 
sporting events 
lead the festivities 

'Iba bllllidayl 11181 Ila a,er. • 
tbs reol celcbnliDs ii .. ID 
bqiD ill Slla Cly. 

1bia ,al' mam lbl 30dr -
nivcnar, of lm mrim'I moa 
famoa1 l'lliJrmll wuail:y. 
Tolllm'UIBOCClliml.dablllld 
o.-pnfzariffll tbmqboal Iba 
• Miyb.iwepl.■..da­

blrofbinbdaf .. ..,t - · ■ o.ermena&n.oowaa.a 
vuic&y ot =wma llaft bellll 
pl.■..d Dllila Slla ClJ 111d ill 
foander, Del :E.. Webb. l!wma 
sudl u c:oac:eru. sponiD& 
maa. ansandcrdl~a 
• pa& idea" forum md. ot 
c:owse. a parade. llaft bNa 
scbe111Jed 

1be c:eletaiidui ..m beliD wtdl 
a Jan. 1'4dl kidt-otf CZIIIIZIC • lbl 
SuaBowl. 

1be :2 p.m. canoat will falm9 
bind leader Bob Cmsby ml 
banlt,ailtpillliaJo AIIDC--. 

Darinl imlnma6aa, --will I:.. jX ivlw D n.. Sm ClJ 
indivicbllll wbD line made I 
sipi11ca impc Clll lbl caa-
lllllllily. . 

nam forme cam■t- S3 ftftmadllblaa. 
md - avlillbla ••Saa QJ 1'1IIR will Ila tom of lbl 
VllilaaCmreriDlblPlwadc aldlllllaa.a·aiqlllslDw, 
Sboppinf Caur, 99da A-- a-• crab dllplay. •­
aad Bell Raad. uqlll c:11' di.-, ·• - opa 

Bea wraiawl lriD Ila s- llaw a lbl S. 01111 Ara. 
companied.,,, till bil b.a Hlaaric:al Sadlly'I.., bad­
lOalldl ot lbl Pa Tllp■ll ~ qmnm. 

. c:11e1m.--- ·-· --- . ·•·•-••1'JD"1a:··...,-·.,-· .. 
'Iba week-Iona femvida'will p.a.. lbl V~ md Saaw­
~ widl lbe foUowtnc r- bcn'7 FesdYal will !aim pl-. • 
livilies: lbe Sundial Recradoa Caller • 

• Sua Cues Ans and H1lmry reamrma a mbaa ID me t11oa­
Da, on Jm. 15. Activilia will · ~~;.:--~helped 

U'Olllld Oakmont R.ec:ff. ""'.-.. - ..., ...... pa-
Cenr.er. Grand Shopping 

md Sua Cly's onginal S• llVBNTS, ,.... 14 

I Porns strut their stuff down Central 
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• EVENTS 
Froml'a,t I 

don or lhc Vol1111tcellam Clr-llDI 
or lhc World. 

Carole C1rpc111er, Mulcopa 
Co11n1y Board of S11pcrvlao11, 
Dlallle& 4, will be &he bynott 
apc1kerlll l :30p.m., lalhcS­
dlal llldllllll11111. 

The d1y'1 re11M1lel wUI Ill• 
dude live cabaRt Clllellllk--. 

• A "fu&wa fona." lca&ur· 
q alllhor Rol>at 'l1lr:cillold, wlll 
lie llcW 2 P·• · Jan; 19 la die 
Sundial audllOduia. 

• AnnlvcnatJ rc.tlvlda wu• 
coaclude on •• 20, wllll • ~­
rado lleclnnl..; 11 2 . p.a . it 
Orand Ctcicr 11111 ClOlldiadlna II ' 
Ille Sun Bowl. 

Neall, IWO •Ilea or ...... 
ac:hoal ■a:dllai .,.,...,, lloa~ 
11111 cara W Rllllcrc4 for lhil ,-le. . S111wbcrr, ahortcatc dclc&a 

ffll)' be pwdlased Ill lho Slin Cl&J 
Vlallora Ccnler, ValltC Drq Iii 
Shadow Sq11uc, AL MART 
Carda 11 Orccnwar, Vin La 
Cardi at lhc PromCllldc, Thladl 
Carda 11 LaRondc Sboppln1 
Ccnler and lhmuah IIIOII ICIYb 
dubt. 

Aaalvcuary co-dlal(l!IIII 
Mlllhi Moyet, ol lho Dd Wcllb 
Oxpondoli. 1171 lhc .. llfl bcca 
a...cndou1 COjlpctftloli ,,. 
• .,, Sun_qllci.~ 11111 . 

~CIIJ A~1i11dora 1,:,...:..,_..:..._,,.....;....,.....,.,~c......,.:...-,.---,-_.;...._---:--,.--,-----,----...:..------,--------....c.-

=--~lhcu:ac:".~ Strawbe.· i'ry ... _ .. fest p· ay· s tribute • A acnlOC' aoft!>all lOIIIIIIIIICRI, 
llpOOSO~ by lhe SIIR Od111 Se­
nior SollbaU lcquc, wlll bo hdd 
11 lhc Sun Clly Slldlwa Jan. 16-
11. 

~• "11111 bualllCUCI lucll U .... ~~~:= to. 30 ye.~rs of voluriteerism 
.... llave ia11, awic Ibo CWI . 

• The Uvcly Arta F1111 an, 
food Fair will be held flllM 10 
a.m. &o 4 p.m., J111. 17, II Ille 
Thunderbird Pina Shoppln1 
Ccnler on 991h Aven111 and 
Thundeiblrd. 

The food ra1r wlU be cioaplc· 
men1ed by • contlnuo111 lhow­
casc or cn1crta1nmcn1, lnclllcllns 
dance and. m111ic1! Cnlertalnen 
from lhc Sun Cltlca 1,u, ID bo 
fealurM on dme 1111ca. 

• Sport ard Hcallh Dey wll be 
held rrom 7 1.m. &o 2 p.m., l111. 
11, wllh 1 1ertc1 or aportln1 
compcthlORI bcln1 1111ccl II lhe 
vartoua recrealloq CCIIICl'I. 

Tennla, boccl, ahufflcboanl 
and sofiball me amona lhc aport· 
ln1 evenll lo be held, wlda 
partlclpanu vyln1 fOC' • . lrophJ 
provided by a Del WdJb Corpo­
rallon. 

.... ~dlUl4,000ijdculiave 
A~dlna IO M1. Morer, bcca aold for &lac Slriwberrj 

-, olb CIDlll aax:llled wldl C•~t. I cclcbndoa eve.- far 
Ille OYcnll even& ... bclna lpOII- Sun a.,·, 30lb inlllv~ . . 
IINal br lho Dd WdJb Cc,pora• The Cabmc PJUI• wll llt1 
doa. "11111 we Clll'I do II llone." place lrolil 11DDO ID 4 p.a. hn. 

"II w been ca&RaclJ 1r111- 16, 11 Swidlal ltcautloo Cchler, 
r,tna &o eapcdcncc 1h11 wlDln1• 14IOI 103rd Ave. 
acu ol III AIMJ lndlvldulll and n~tcla for die Slr1w!>crry 
or1llllzatloni lo •~c ihe aa- c~ M Sl1 11111 ••r be pit· 
lliVCf■IIJ week I pc111UCCCS1." ~ 11 lhe :,1111 d&r ~• 

. Ccrilcr, ~ ~!cca, Inc., 
- ------., ff~liallt, Orcenw~r. Pl~ llid -

Mlnl-aolr wlU hold opca play 
and all who participate lhroup­
oul the day will be cllalblc Irr• 
Suu.lomc lick cl 1ivcaway. 

Other actlvlllc, ror lhc d•r ... I 
elude 1n all-bicycle cklbt rtdc In 
lhc momlns, .. aerobics demon­
stration II 10 1.m. II Bell Caller, 
and a Masacr Swlmn.en dcmon-
strarlon 11 9 a.m. Ill Sundial. \ · 

• On Jan. 19, annlvenary fea­
llvldcs conllnuc wllh aolf Olll.lnp 
11 vuloua Sun Chica 10H 
CQU<SCI and al 10:30 l ,ffl., lhc 
Aqua Suns will pcrfonn 11 lhc 
laltcvk:w Rccrcallon Ccnlc:r. 

Vin La Cude. 
l!rl~ciit .. belns t:OORII­

Dalcd by S1111n Rcadr, S\in Olr 
Ubrirj." J,aw H11!Cr •W be 
muacr of ~renalifillll 1114 Mir• 
lard Wllllchcad ,rUJ eppcu ii 
Mliz S111wbeny. 

Thcic ·wt1 be pcrfonaMCCa by 

~

boanl llnla&·K~lb Ab111 
. ~F.r, luCJ lfaJt . . 

. tc:nlidlllla wlU be b 
1111 "C" G:1111 and lhe Slln Cit~ 
Sf:tppcra. · · · . 

• 
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~~Webb .models 
~ :reopen door~ 
: for a_nniversary 
. By JACQUB PAPPAS 
· l)ally New.Sua lltaff 
: SUN CITY - More than 
J00,000 people ftlled Oakmont 
Drive 80 year, 110 tbla month 
a, they took a peek .at flve 
tood!!I homea that ahowcued 
Pel Webb'• concept of active re­
tirement Uvln1. 

Thousand, ol realdenta toured 
the orlalnal home, a1aln Mon­

. day u part al• week-Iona aerie, 
of eventa celebratln1 Bun City'• 
30th annlverury. . 

The Bun Cltlea Area Hlatorl­
eal Boclety'a new· office officially 
opened to the public after a 
rlbbon-i:uttinJ ceremony with 
local dignltarlea. 
· The office, 10801 W. Oakmont 
Drive, WU the ftnt model home 
built in Sun City. It remained 

Dally New1-Sun, Sun City, Arla. TuHday, Jan. 16, 1990 

I · O.llr tuw1•I.,. fllole •r Sltplle• O..rntll 

T-BIRQ WATCHERS - ·Robert and Dorothy Thorne of Surprise admire a pink 1956 Ford 
Thunderbird, on display In front of the Sun Cities Area Hlatorlcal Society, 1 O~O 1 Oakmont 
Drive. The home was the first Sun City model home. 
open Mondar alon1 with two Course. . ' niversary ashtray to a 1979 
other orialna home• built along Memorabilia - from old tele- trophy of the Sim City Saints -
Oakmont Drive and South Golf phone boob to a fifth an- See Home! AS 

• 



:jll>me tour shows off Sun City original~ 
' • 

,: 
•."! 

• : t . : 

I 

. i,·l 
I► . . ' . ,. • , . 
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:; . . ·. ,' 
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_____ ., _ _. ... 
HISTORY ON DISPLAY - The Sun Cltl•• Area Hlatorlc<Ji Vlalton to the hou,, at 10801 W. Ocilunone Drive viewed 
Society', new heodquarten opened to the publk: Monday. photograph, from Sun City'• pall. 

Wednesday'• anniversary events 
Sun City'• 30th annlvenary celebration wntlnuea 

Wedne,day wltli a number of evenla. 
An Art,, fun and food fair wlll be 10 a.•. to 4 P·•· 

al Thunderbird Plaza, 99tli Avenue and Thunderbird 
Boulevard. A contlnuou1 ahowcaae of entertainment wil 
be featured on thrH ,tag• areoa and wlll lndude dance 
and mualcal entertolnen from tlie Sun CIIIH area. 

The Sun Oty Organ Club wlU pra1enl a performance 
al 2 p.m. at fairway Recreation Cenl•!t 10600 E. 
Peoria Ave. Ther p~rformonc• wlll be fo119wed by•a 
al.owing of th• 1960 Academy Award winning inovle, 
"Bu1tetfield Eight," ,tarring Ehzabelh Taylor. 

Senior 1oftball tournament continue, with gamea at 
10:30 a .m., noon and 1:30 p .m. lawnbowling tourna• 
manl, Sun City va. Sun City Well, bagln1 al 1:30 p.m. at 
Lakevlaw Recreation Cenler, 10626 Thunderbird llvd. 

- From, Al Area reaidenui, people from 
waa on dlaplay at tba eoc:lely out ol town aod maoJ tram· 
office. throu11hout the Valley came to 

"We'va been la &a City • • the aecoad day ol analverAIJ 
Ions tl1111 and It'• alee to co1111 Henui lo Bua City. 
here and - old ramllla, placee Carol Helmaaa, or Pboenla, 
and face,," Nld MIiton Semrau, walked throu1h Iba bom11 
who moved to Bua City with bit Monday with her two dau11hten 
wife, foma, In 11171. "rn ju.t 1111, I and I . 
aqjoyad walklo1 arowid hara · "NJ dau11bten juat loved - · 
(the eoc:latJ ofllca) and loolda, Ina th• old care. I tblnk more 
at all the old pbo&osrapba 1111 people who live lo the Vall•J 
tba walla." · abould com• out bare. I don't 

Hoata- war• atalloaacl at think they all realbe tbat tba . 
tac:b home aaa abuad lldblta ol people out here ue active," Mid 
laCormatloa with the th0111Uda Heimann, wboae mother, Ma17 · 
who Yleltacl the 8ua City land- Oran111ud, live, la SWl CIIJ. 

~~ike to &aU paop.le abou& . Tqurla1 Iha ·bo.:011, . aloa, 
- tblap la Sua Ci~ that wit.Ii tboae who bad aavar yt. 
th•J maJ IIOt bow. And that', litacl Sun Clt1 before, ware 
what th• blatorlcal aocJatJ II aoma people who have IIHd lo 
10101 to be •II about _ 4oc. Iha retirement commuallJ alace 
111Deot1111 hlatory," Nld Rita l860. 
Wrl1bt, ■ocrelarJ ol the boat._ " I bne b1111 here aloce 

The hlltorlcal aodatJ booond March 1960 and I think 1h11 
lk co-founder Jana ftffmao bJ analveraery II lerrillc. I h••• 
namla1 the office coarveace donated quit. a raw artlclae, 
room after Iha 8ua Clllan. p_bolol and old phone boou to 

Ja addition to th• opH the blatorlcal eoc:lel7 becauee I 
houaae. antique can win on think tblo,r Ilka 1h11 ahould be 
dlapla7 •ad • ya,lety ol dubt praNrvad, aeld RH Conn, who 
•J a.A abow• lo &ht fonuer itlll llvN IA tbt bomt Iha 
TO•'I' llol-1 at &he Grand Cea- bou1bt 80 yeare •10 oa Pebble 
tar. Beach DriH. "I've IND Suo 

BettJ .Joacblm, who chalraci City arow Ii-om aothlo1 and now 
Moaday'i enallLaaJd aba ,ru we need to work lo kMp It solo, 
happy with Iha ... turnout. alron1. H 

...-- --4~ • 
=·· . . . ~:\· ,-Xil,~'~, ·:··. ··~ ~.:-. ---­LANDMARK - The Del E. Webb Construdlon Co. placed ' · 

a plaque In th• cement In the driveway of the orlgl11al 
liom••· 

--- I 



Happy birthday, Sun City! 

!I« ' 11'!,"4"~ 

Sun City residents will be celebrating the community's 30th anniversary withda ~ar~e_ry g~tivitie:i;hif 
week. A kick-off celebration was held Sunday at th~ Sun ~~l andfearur_e t e ig . so~n o_ 
Bob Crosby and his Orchestra. This week's celebrations will include sporting events, stimulating lee 
nues and a parade. For a complete listing of anniversary events, see Page 3. 

A look into the future 
Author examines role of seniors in the 1990s 
during special 30th anniversary 'ideas forum' 
By PEG KEITH 
Sun Cities lndepenElent 

The 1990s will bring more 
changes and challenges than 
anyone can imagine, says Robert 
Theobald, economist. author and 
futurist. 

He predicts, as well, a future 
full of opportunities for Sun 
Citians. For it will be left up to 
retirees, he says, to wodc for 

·v>~" •",;,'J,,,Nft. ... · •W . • . -• .-.,._-,-:'.: • 

Anniversarjrupttafe~J:; 
• Full<4Istfng~of t.}lisi;\ ,;_. 
weeks ceiebr.atiohsr , , 

··· · · · i~~~fl'ageia:'.; 

compassionate, fundamental 

-

ge in society. 
r. Theobald will be the fca­
d speaker during a special 

Sun City anniversary-week lec­
ture, scheduled for 2 p.m. this 
Friday, Jan. 19. 

The futurist will present a lec­
ture tiUed, "Rethinking Aging -
Possibilities, Potentials and Pit-

The spc:lker for the Great Ideas 
falls," at the Great Id~as Forum Forum is an internationally 

· to be held at the. Su~diaJ Recre- known author and consultant; is 
ation Center Auttitonum. . . chairman of the board of 

Mr. Theobald says Sun Ciu~ Knowledge Systems. Inc .. and 
have a great de~ to offer their founder of Action Linkage. 
fellow Valley restdents. Action Linkage is an intema-

"My sense is. ~at ~e fact that tional networking organization 
the people are livm2 m Sun City made up of people involved in 
makes it a much bigger chal- health, education. communica­
lenge," says Mr. Theobald, tion, peace and other areas of 
citing image and pre-conceived human endeavor. 
attitude that exists outside the Knowledge Systems is an or-
community. gani1..:ition dedicated to creating 

A former resident of Wicken- and disseminating information 
burg, he has observed a percep- capable of leading to fundamental 
lion outside the retirement com- and compassionate change. 
munity that in Sun City it is eas- Mr. Theobald speaks of 
ier to be isolated from the con- "practical visionar.ies." In his 
ccms of the world. view, people (including seniors) 

There's an attitude, he feels, have the energy to manage their 
that.some of those no longer in problems and to realize future 
the workplace could fi~ it diffi- goals. He admits that living in 
cult to meet future challenges. Sun City brings with it a larger 

"I hope we can find ways for challenge, because it is easier to 
the people in Sun City to be more become isolated from the con-
effective in letting people know ecms of the world. · 
that they're around, and have "However, there are enormous 
many skills," says Mr. Theobald. challenges and tasks that older 

people can effectively accom­
plish," he says. 

THE SUN CITIES INDEPEi'iDE~T­

• Jan. 17-23, 1990 e 

It's his belief that in the years 
to come. society will incrcasin~ly 
need the special understanding 
and abilit ies of older people, as 
the world will not he so well off, 
not so luxurious as it has been in 
the past. 

Mr. Theobald is not sure the 
stereotype of the retiree as a i:ic r­
son who drops out of society 
holds true. He secs, rather, an 
older person, like his mother, 
who remained interested and 
concerned as the years passed. 

" I have always thought that it 
was more a question of character 
and what people bring imo it than 
a question of age," he says. 

"It seems to me that it is obvi­
ously a networking issue: how 
can people in Sun City show that 
they are available? How can peo­
ple who are in need, outside, fi nd 
them?" 

A surprising amount can be 
done, says Mr. Theobald. He 
suggests computer billboards 
where needs and helpers could be 
readily identified and brought to· 
gether. 

"My sense is that the 1990s 
will be a time of extraordinary 
change. It will be more traumatic 
than we yet realize," says Mr. 
Theobald, noting the break-up of 
European Communism. 

"I really sec it as a much more 
complicated occurrence," he 
says. ''The whole industrial era is 
undergoing change." 

His talk, for the Great Ideas 
Forum, is one of the feaures of 
the Sun City 30th anniversary 
celebration. 

'-rile talk -is about the challenge 
to the 1990s - what the older 
people can do," he says. 

·aiving, in a sense, he says, is 
not a matter of choice. 

"I do not think it is appropri­
ate," he continues, "for people to 
say 'We have earned our money 
and now we can play.'" 

Free tickets to attend the Sun 
City Great Ideas Forum featuring 
futurist Roben Theobald are 
available at the Sun Cities Inde­
pendent, the Sun life Magazine, 
Arizona State University-Sun 
Cities office, Bell and Fairway 
recreation centers libraries, Rio 
Salado Community College-Sun 
Ridge office, and the Sun City 
Visitors Center. 
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HISTORY IN THE 
MAKING. A.f Sllll City 
celebralu Ju 30th annivenary 
thu monlh, the newly-opened 
Sllll Cina Historical Society 
~ Olldmuseumwill 
serve as the cenurpiece of ac­
tivities. The building, /ocaud 
at 10801 Oakmont Ave. , 
hoU.JU historical dala, pho­
tographs, old advertbemenu 
for Sllll City ONl other items. 
TM home originally served as 
the very flnt modd home for 
the Del Webb Corp. wMn it 
opened Sun City and was 
purchased by the Historical 
Society last year. It has been 
restored to its original condi­
tion and is now open to the 
public. 

Laurie lvd-Moow•--~ 



• 

• 

Ju, 31,Fett; '- I'", THE SUN CrfIES INDEPENDENT-Pace 13 
----....::.a.· 

·-

BOCCE·CLUBS MAflX ANNIVERSARY'. The Sun City and Sun City West Bocce Clubs recently 
marud the annivenary of Sim. City IJy competing against each otMT in what will become an annual tour­
namat. Surroiuuud by manben of tM clubs. Vincent De Francis. president of tM Sun City club, accepts 
tM winning and trophy and. congr.aruialions from Orval Stamm, president of tM Sun City West club . 
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S ecial salute to Sun City 

Th-=fL.;gs w.:re/lyi.,g !iigl, by botltyoung and old.dwing Sun Cily's 30th anniversary parade, held 
Jan. 20 along_ 107th Avenue. be'""'1S qran4 "1ld f~li 4'111U1U.A . . · numbtr of local clubs and bu.si­
nd.a pllrtl,cipatdiif..,,_ ptlitriM. ¢4riolii~~-~ parade niwe to ~Ip celebra~ th~ com- ·. 
mlUlily'1 ovthday. TM $fJII of 9/iannel.J uw«aJ~r Roger Downey saiuieii.Sim -City in his own 
quiet way. TM stllior Dow1tey ~ ona of ftye peopk.judging parau jloatJ • 
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Sun City Stadium Features SC' s -30th JlnniversarySoftball •Toumament 

~ Sun City Stadium, for-
mer spring training home 
of the Ainerican League, 
Milwaukee Brewers, will 
present a softball t.ol1!'1li 
ament. The 1:~team.~ 
'W'eblff.S~· Cities· Se~or 
}lens _T .eag;ne will play in 
a · three day tournament .. 
January 16, 17 and 18, 
1990. This is part of an 
ext.ended progra,m cele­
brating SC's 3Q wonder­
ful years of existence. 

The Senior I.a.gue now 
Q.lays its games in SCW. 
The.12 teams are made up 
with senior men from the 
Sun Cities and they play 
slo pitch softball. Need­
less t.o say, they are 
tremendous ball players. 
Many players have been 
featured in articles on 
The Wester sport pages. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 16, 
team p\ay will pegin at 
10:30 a.m. Horne Furn-

by Stan Steciak 

iture will face Ace Radia­
t.or. At noon. Thunderbird 
Travel will meet Beall's 
Fashions. The 1:30 _p.m. 
game will pit Ath Elite 
i:-;porting Goods against 
Lund Cadillac. In the 
fourth and final Tuesday 
game at 3 p.m., Sun City 
Bank will- take the field 
against Mull Realty. 

On Wednesday, Jan.17, 
four seeded teams. namely: 
Spa Land, Denny's TV, 
Meade Realty and Quinn 
& Loe Clothes will play 
the winners of Tuesday's 
games. These contests 
will start at 9 a.m. 

On Thursday,· the 18th, 
the final four· teams 
(winners of the previous 
day's games) will meet in 
the semi finals -at 12:30 · 
p.m. and 2 · · p.m. The 
winners will then play 
each other in the Champ-

ionship game. scheduled 
for 3:15 p.m. Sports fans 
will enjoy this game. 

The Sun City Stadium. 
at 111th Avenue and 
Grand Avenue. was also 
the -home of the Sun City 
Saint.s, girls fast (very) 
{)itch softball team. The 
Saints were an excellent 
team, known all over the 
United States. 

Admission t.o the Sta­
dium for the Tournament 
is free. Direct.or Bob 
V osbrinck, long time 
League· player and man­
ager, urges all resident.s 
t.o come out" and root for 
the local teams. New 
residents will be pleasantly 
.surprised with the · fine 
play of the seniors. Also, 
this is a great opportunity 
for you t.o see the 
colorfully uniformed teams 
and ·the inside of this 
outstanding stadium. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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Daily N....,Sun, Sun City, Ariz. 

SundicilnoSts' Str«;1wberry Cabaret 
SUN ClTY - North,,_ Val­

ley boat11111 wearin1 red and 
white apron■ and bowa will 
N"9 strawberry shortc:a.ua 
Tu.day darmc tha Stawbany 
Ca.beret in Sundial Auditorium, 
14801 N. 103rd Aft. . 

Tlw ti.rri• .,. beiq 1Jown. ia 
from New Z■el■nd 

Chairman Bme Lanen ffnt 
nnmdad up tfw boat I I Ii I and 
tha made the· aprons. 

. . To tlDd tha helpera. sbe called 

OD Interfaith Ser'f'ic:ea, 79en. 
Lio~ San City Priciea, 
Volunteer Burau, Telephone 
Pfoneen (Saguaro Club), Meal■ 
on Wheeia, Sun City Library 
and the Altruaa Club al tha Sun 
CitieL ----

i 

Entertainment will · be pro­
vided by Kemieth Apgar; Lucy 
Hays; the "C" Notes (Alice 
Muehl. Grace Schultz, Shirley 
Wardrop and piani8t Jeanne 
Read); and The Sun City Step­
pers (Norma Denny producer). 
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A look back ••• 
Canarvctloll ~ star19d 

llullalng - Sult ~ rn S.,,IWUDII 
1tll6 Olf.,.,....,.. onca an emtrr, 
n.d.n.a,IWl•a.Nll'f 
a, .. ...___ co,n,._Md In 
Ne.a.GIi ot 1966. TIie 0.ly 
,.....Sun 'MIi t-. • raaa bade at 
ttle 30 V-S ot Sun City wffll • 
~ ... ...,,.., ,edfan 1a bit 
~ on.Fncao, . 
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Tickets On Sale For· Kick Off 
Concert w~Tc~ 1-1.1/J" ~9

(J 

headquarters, an antique Tickets for strawberry 
show, an arts and crafts shortcake are available at Tickets are now avail­

abte for Sun City's 30th 
Anniversary kick-off con­
cert featuring Bob Crosby 

• and Jo Ann Castle. The 
event will be held on 
Sunday, January 14 at 2 
p.m. at the Sun Bowl. 
Seating will be provided. 

This event is the first in 
a series of 30th Anniver­
sary events scheduled for 
the week of January 14-
20. Other activities include: 

Monday, January 15 -
Sun Cities Arts and 
History Day with the 
focus of. activities around. 
the original five model 
homes, Oakmont Recrea­
tion Center and Grand· 
Shopping Area. Activities 
include an open house at 
the Sun Cities Area 
Hist.orical .. Society!s new 

· display, antique car dis- the Sun City Visitors 
play, tours ot the original Center, through most 
models. The Sun cities service cluhsand at Value 
Art Museum will also be Drug in Shadow Square, 
open on this day. , AL · MART Cards at 

Greenway, Viva La Cards 
at the Promenade and at 
Thistle Cards at the 
LaRhonde shopping cen­
ter. The event will run 
from noon until 4 p.m. 
Senior softball tourna­
ment begins at the Sun 
City stadium. 

. Tuesday.January 16-
Volunt.eer and Strawberry 
Festival at the Sundial 
Recreation eenter will 
feature a tribute to. the 
thousands of volunteers 
who have helped the Sun 
Cities earn the designation 
of the Volunteerism Cap­
itol of the World. There 
will be live cabaret 
entertainment duringthe 
festivities~ Maricopa 
County Board of Super­
visors member Carole 
Carpenter will be the 
event keynote speaker. 
Her talk begins at 1:30 in 
the Sundial auditorium. 
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Daily News-Sun, Sun Oty, Ariz. Tuesday, Jan. 16, 1990 

How is your Sun City I.Q.? 
Haw's your knowledge of Sun City? 1be Sim Cities Area Hisr.orica1, 

Society bu compiled a list of trivia as pan of this week's 30th 
amrive.my ccJcbrati0n. 

Many of tho answers cm be fouad in •Jubilee.• tho 25th aaniwaay 
history of San City. or in SlOries in tho Daily News-San. Some 

' qnesrm and answers ave grown oat of ttadidoa. 

Questions: 
1. Sun City officially opened on what day in what 
year? 
2. How many building phases were there? What are 
t1le north and south boundaries? 
3. Sun City bas bow many dubs chartered with the 
recreation centen? 
4. What wu the News-Sun's first motto? 
S. Who·wu LesPerry? 
6. What two colleges have brandies in or near Sun 
City? . 

? • 

? • 
? • 

? • 
? • 
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. LIFE ENRICHMENT 
-REACH FOR IT! 

Whai A Partyf.! 
By.I~S• dan 

It wu quite a party, huh?! 
~ to Martb& Mo,-.r oi 
the Del Webb Corpantioa and June 
Scott Darby o! Sun City 

· 4mbeeer!rn who co-chaired San 
City's week-loq 30th Armivwwy 
C.i.braiioa. And man ,.,,,led• 
and applauN to the huadreda oi 
·,obmtears. pmonJm8, participama 
and all people ilm>l'f-.d. 

Om gwca the feeliq San City would 9IQO)' celebraaq 
w:h. llllliitwaaay and life it.lf ffflr1 January. True. it 
takN time- and awa,e --v to produce a week oi 
accmt:ia It alar, raiaN tha ~anity's idivity 1...i 
whii. briDgiq pomiw pahlictty and viaitars. 

Maybe ,.. could haw .....i --ekend• al ftenta -
...-.1 Sim Bowl pr'Oll'8IU. pi£ tamia, saftball. lawn 
bowliDc. etc. toarnamama. a panda, fanzm (Nm■?). t.c's 
l'O to work • tbie - ill oar span time. 

Jo Aml Cade. oi Welk TV Shaw fame. ie reamirmc 
frrm a sraw iIImee and had co,widered caceUiac ha- San 
Bowl iappNl'm. Bai the show ioe9 Oil and IO did Jo Aml, 
with: Ul ueia to· the mp and to a piano. Sbe the 
pracNCiaci to pai bar •:adimce ill mt nee far '5 llrinvtM 
!Jar· w-.• and. cam.dJ (md hoe piaao) !:nap& ha- a 
MDrifnr,ffGima. . 

s..-.1 1rcmdnd w to ... fmmia, ambar Raean 
'l'b.ab&ld at Sundfel C.... Audliariam. Se:ui om ""MicfmS, 
'"we'a haft, • forum- •mm•Dy. It's aaod to heft dJnamic 
dim-inn, thewsberiq oi di1rermc viawa ■boa& life, oar 
warid. ._.. it is heeded. -.nd whei we u indmdueia cu 
do.,. Do.you qra? Sm your thaughg ad saa-aa- to 
San City 4mbe-r1°"' Inc.. P.O. Bas 248~ San City, AZ 
85372. 

Sim H.-lth Auzilier')- Preaidllm Gary P.-.. wrote ill 
tba caa oiz■RM's Ja.uary ~ . .. I recmily •tterild 
a JDNdllc whan Mariam lDaCI al Chanmi 3 pr1 nt.d a 
.-~ procram aroand TOlameariam, and I 
qaota ..: 'Whm 10ft and. skill an ....,bined aped a 
meet tp ... ' Tbac ie whei oar Am.1i~ ftl'IDlieara ..., 
each OM a small pert of &. whole ~,. 
Vol11Diew'iam. That; to a p"Ni mem, ie whei mabe San 
City and all oar nm Narthwellt v.u., ada1t Oiiicit:i.a 
a rt pwc:a . •· ..... 
. :nw, epeeker farp& whei be .... aaiq to..., - tbe Saa 
City Del Sol Rear,- Club· m1 stfnc laa 'l'hande.T. Ba tbm 
fflninded 1111 tbaN an ~ to laaiDc om'• ~ ­
One ie tbai you en umNd oi meetinc mw !riada 
..,.,.,... AI.. on Eum- Sunday ,oa can hide roar own 
Eutar eas. The other ~ ..n. r..,. farpUaD. 
tham. 

. ,.,.._,,Nd By 

MENKE Funeral Home 
12.420 .N. 103rd Ave., Sun City 

· 979-6451 
, AID~ BY MENKE FUNBlM HOME 

., 
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:Webb discusses 
Sun Cities image 
duririo open forum 

1bc Madison House Town 
Hall forum, at 1 p.m. Jan. 
25, will feature a talk by 
·Martha Moyer, manager of 
public and community rela­
tions, ~un City West 

Ms. Moyer's topic will be 
"Showing Phoenix We Care," 
which deals with an image 
study made by the Webb cor­
poratJon last year . 
• ·· She says the forum will 
1>rovlde an opponunity for · 
§un Citians to learn how oth­
ers see them, and about the 
Impact of the study on the 
~munity. . 

Madison House Is at 18626 
Spanish Garden Drive, Sun 
City West Call 584-1999 for 
Information. 

Sun City celebrates 30 years! 

An anniversary parade held Jan. 20, capped off a week-long series 
of birthday celebradons for Sun City residents. The parade began 
at the Grand Shopping Center an4 made Its way along 107th Av­
enue to the Sun Bowl. More than 40 different clubs and businesses 
participated In the parade, which featured clowns, bike clubs, 
floats a"4 antiques cars. For a full recap of the week's anniversary 
events, see Pages 8-9. . . 

Photoa by Tyaon Kuhrt/lndependent 

• Jan. 24 1990 • 
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Celebrations mark community's annivers·ary 
... --• •r.11"' 1-""~:-.,~ ·~ ~ 

.. ,,.;""· •J_ .. "' 

Sun Bowl kick-off ceremony· · 
Anniversary week b-egan with a special concert Jan. 14· at the Swr 
Bowl. More than 4,500 resil:knlS atUNUd to Mar music by the·Pat 
Trapani OrcMStra. During the ceruno,ry. special awards were pre­
sented to three peop~ in honor of their contrilfUlio,u to the commu­
nily. Red-Pope, Valley National B<Jlllc. center, presents the awards to 
Jane Freeman, left, Lulie CorrinM, second from left, and.Jerry 
Svendsen, rig/ft. 

Strawberry/Volunteer Festival 
A day-long festivai honoring volunteers in the Sun Cities was held 
Jan. 16 at the Sundial. Recreadon Center. Severai locai organizalions 
and resil:knts were honored for their conlribUlions and special tribute 
was paid to the comnuurity by Maricopa County Supervisor Carole 
Carpenter. Among the groups parti.cipating in the event was.the Sun 
City Prides. Vi Knoll, left, and Dorothy Toney were on hand to an­
swer questions. 

........ ~ . 

~~~/-•·~~ 
Lively Arts 
and Food Fair 
An arts and crafts f es ti val and 
food fair was held Jan. 17 at 
Tlwnderbird Shopping Center. 

~ - --



• Daily News-Sun Thursday, Jan. 18, 1990 . . 

BUNDLED BOWLERS - Sun Otian· Bert Venables 
(above) keeps his head warm while lawn bowling in a 
toumament Wednesday aftemoon at Lakeview before 
rain hit the Valley. Eleanor Sand of Sun Oty (right) tries 
to coax her bowl doser . to the jack during the same­
toumament, which was held to celebrate Sun Oty's 30th 
Anniversary. . 

• 
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Sun C1.ty 30ffl anniversary. events 
to continue throughout this week 

Wednesday, Jan. 17' 
• Throughout the day, a 

continuous• showing of local 
entenainment, featuring 
square and round dancers, 
folk, tap, jazz. ballroom. 
Latin and· Hawaiian dancers. 
performances by the Poin 
Pons. with music by chorale 
singers. · polka and banjo 
groups and appearances by 
concen performers and 
baroque recorders. 

• Tbe senior softball tour­
nament will continue. at 9 
a.m. at Sun City Stadium. be­
ginning at 9 a.m. 

• Tbe Lively Ans Fun and 
Food Fair will take place 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. at Thunderbird 
Plaza. 99th Avenue and 
11nmdc:rbird Road. 

• The lawn bowling tour­
namem. with Sun City facing 
off against Sun City West. 

• 

will begin at 1.:30 p.m. at 
Lakeview Ccnier. 

• Tbe Sun City Organ Oub 
performance will begin at 2 
p.m. at Fairway Recreation 
Cemcr. Music from the '60.1 
will be pn:cede a showing of 
Uie award-winning movie 
.. BUUl:rlicld 8." 

Thursday, Jan. 18 
• Senior softball tourna­

mem, semifinals at Sun City 
Stadium. 12:30 and 2 p.m: fi­
nals. 3:15 p.m. 

• City-wide bicycle clubs 
with estinWed, 300 partici-· 
pants will ride through the 
community, rolling off at 
MarioeaeReaealionCenret'at 
8 a.m. The ride will end at 
9:15 at the Sun Bowl with re­
fn:sfvnems for riders. 

• Mini-golf evems will 
continue throughout the day -

on all local cowsc:s. 
• Tennis toumamc:m. Sun 

City West. vs. Sun City, be­
gim at Bell Rccrcation Cem.er 
at 9 a.m. 

• Shuffleboard tournament. 
· Sun City vs. Sun City West. 
will take place at the Sundial 
Center. at 9:30 a.m. 

• Lawn bowling tourna­
ment (Canadian American) 
will be 10 a.m. to 2 p.m at 
Fairway Rccrcation Center. 

• Aerobics demonstrations 
oWdoors at 10 a.m. at ~ll 
Reaealioa Cemer. 

• Bocci toWnameDt will be 
played at Lakeview and 
Marineae rcaeationceni.ezs. 1 
to 3 p.m.. 

Friday, Jan. 19 
• Shotgun scans morning 

and 3ftemoon (the latter wittr 
luncheon) for golf outings. 

Lakes West and North 
courses. Sun City Recreation 
Centers permits outside play. 
For information, call golf 
courses. 

• Author, economist, 
futurist. Robert Theobald will 
speak at 2 p.m. at the Sundial 
Auditorium. Tickets are avail­
able at the Sun Cities Visitors 
Center, Bell and Fairway 
Recreation Center Li­
braries.Sun Lift Magazine 
and the Sun Cities lndtpen­
<Unt offices. 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
• The anniversary parade 

will begin at 2 p.m. from the 
Grand Shopping Center, 
107th and Grand avenues. 
and continue south on 107th 
Avenue. to the Sun BowL iust 

south of the Peoria and 107th 
avenues. 
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Sun Bowl 
show opens 
birthday bash 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily Ne,n,Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Sun City's 30th 
anniversary celebration kicked 
off with a bang Sunday u 
nearly 4,500 people danced. 
san,- with and li8tened t.o Big 
Band and honky-tonk music. 

The concert at the Sun Bowl, 
featuring Jo Ann Castle and 
Bob Crosby, wu l"lrniniecent of 
the retirement community in· 
the early 1960s when the out­
door amphitheater WU often 
pac:bd with an enthmrialtic: 
crowd. 

Castle, a pianist and en• 
tertainer formerly with the 
Lawrence Welk Show, got resi­
dents on their feet u she sang, 
made jokes and tickled the iv­
ories. 

"He (Welk) would have said 
this is vondmul, vonderful," 
Castle said, giving an update on 
the entertainrnent legend. 

"He is 86, he's very, very 
retired and . doing fine. He 
shoots pool every day in hia 
office." 

Castle, who walked on stage 
with · the amatance al a · cane, 
wu recently releued · U'Olll the 
hoapital and is rec:oftring from 
an illDe8I that "affec:ted all af 
her vital organs." 

• 

HIGH STEPPING - Sophia and Marino Bruno dance to the music of Jo Ann Castle and 
the Pat .Trapani Orchestra. Castle and bandleader Bob Crosby perfor:med to a near 
capacity c:rowd at the Sun . Bowl for a concert kidcing off a wNk-long senes of events for 
Sun City's 30th anniversary. 

The crowd gave: her a stand­
ing ovation and Castle bunt 
into tun. 

"I love this place. YOU· all are · 
so wonderful," Cutle said. 
"Thi.I concert WU great therapy 
for·me." 

Big Band leader Bob Crosby 
led the Pat Trapani' Orchestra 
in nearly · a dozen tunea from 
w.altzes t.o Dixieland mmibers. 

Sunday's event.. wu the tint 
at a week-long series of events 
in tribute at the retirement 
community's 30th anniversary. 

· Prior t.o the show, Valley Na­
tional Bank preeented three 
Recognition. at Significant Con­
tribution Awarda · t.o Corrine 
Leslie, Jane Freeman and Jfff1 

Tuesday's anniversary events 
Sun City.'s 30th anniversary celebration continue, 

Tuesday with a number of events. 
The VoluntNr and Strawberry Festival is scheduled 

from noon to 4 p.m. at the Sundial Recreation Center as 
a tribute to the many local volunteers. 

Maricopa County Supervisor Carole Carpenter will be 
the speaker at 1 :30. 

Cabaret music wi1t 6e featured during the festival. · 
Senior softball toumament games will be at 10:30 

a.m.-, noon and 1 :30 and 3 p.m. at the Sun City 
· Stadium, 1 t 1th and Grand avenues. 

KT AR radio will broadcast live from the event all day. 

eographer oC the Sun City Pom 
Pona. 

biltory al SW1 City. 

Svend.ND. . 

Leslie is founder 

Jane Freeman is ~ounder al 
the Sun City . Hiltorical Society 

. · and ia co-author at "Jubilee," a 
and char- . 272-pap book. that details the . 

Jfff1 Svend.ND is editor and 
publilller at Sun Life Maguine 
and former Sun City public re­
lations manager for the Del 
Webb Corp • 
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' ... it was like a bi·g happy-family 
Pioneers recall early days of SC business community 
By PEG KEJTM 
Sun CltiN lndependenl 

Sun Cty is lllliquc. Take the 
word of Sieve and Ruth Hor­
nacek, loog-time residc:ms of the 

. rmn:mcm commWlity. 
They were employed here in 

the 1960s. and Wl1dJed Sun City 
grow from the grcund up, from 

. show homes to units to pbases. 
Mr. Homacclc came 10 wott at 

the Safeway store at Grand and 
107th avenues on June 2, 1962, 
IS a managerial transfer from• the 
Safeway at 15th Avenue and Van 
Burm. 

., WIS tim1 of having a gun in 
my flee and my back." be says. 
rec:alliDg some bam>wing occur­
rences in that rough Phoenix 
neighborhood. 

For the next few years,. Ibis 
trmsplam from Comteetic:ut 10 
Ariz.om commwed daily, driving 
from Phoenix to bis worlc. in Sun 
Qty. and back apin. 

MI remember looking out the 
store window· u Grand Center, 
and seeing cmp dusu:rs across 
the meet." be says.~ scene 
c:hlDgcd, from dusrerno dozers 
to the hospital going up -· I 
never rea1im1. then, that I would 
live out here." 

A Pioneer, Mrs. Homacek 
CDle to Sun City in August 
1961. 

She and her first husband, 
Henry Richlitz. moved from a 
subwb of Milwaukee. 

As a posanaster in Wisamsin. 
Mr. Ric:hlitz bad received a rec­
ommendation to become Sun 
City's first posanastcr. 

Sun CJt1an · 

--~-roiile __ 
Portraits Of Our Residents 

10Wly diffcrellt from any other . "When )'Oil weft in bulinesa iD 
community in the wodd. Sun City. the people aared )'Oil 

MI got to where I knew so like family. I tborougbly enjoyed 
many of the people by their first my wort. Savings and loans 
names and it w1S like a bi&, were lilc.e a family." . 
hippy family. It's different. now, she says. 

"We'd · see the people in the "'The Sun City-Youngtown 
~ . sometimes several times a brlnch WIS the last to go on 
weelt. There was·never a person computers • . We went through 
woo came through the door that I three or four sysrans. and every 
did not love. I enjoyed all my time we went on a new system, 
ycms out here." no one ·went home umil every• 

Mrs. Homacelt adds a amftr- body bllaDccd." 
malion 10 the smernenr "He re- - Mr. Homaa:k's retiremmt be­
ally does loYe people." she says. pn in 1986; be womd bis last 
MHe built so much good will yar in the Safeway in Sun Oty 
among the CIIIIDIDe1'S." West. Compuum were already 

She found the same simauon making huge cblnga in pocery 
through her worx·with the fiDan.. S1Dres. 
c:t,,1 instimtion "Now, computers not only 
. In tbe Ymmgu,wn office on worlt ll tbe cbedt-out COUDIEr, 
111th Avenue. people came m they make oat the employee 
just to ger acq•liNN1, 1¥ben they schedules T.be hours tbal will be 
clllnged their "Clidenra worked, the vlCllion times and 

WWe leamed their life history. bllldle offic:e-u>-IIIDl'C commlllli­
Tbey brought their accoums and cations. . 
personal business, and wben a "Compuren CID tell whit cm­
spouse died, I wu one of the tomers aR doing; what every 
first peopJe they came 10 see. srore ii doing, whit~ regis-

The appoimmem was.made by 
President Lyndon Johnson, but, 
unfonmwely, Mr. Ricltlitt died 
before bis ncmination WIS a>n• 
firmed. 

Seven! years larer, Ruth and ' 
Sieve met. and larer were mar- j ried. . 

She WIS an employee of FU'St 
Federal Savinp and Loan m1 
&Lio bad learned· firsdtlDd &bow 
the unique c:blrlac:r of the com­
munity they weft to call home. 

Sun Cty grew fast. says Mr. 
Homacek. '"There were already 
7-8.000 residents here, when I 
first came. No one expected Ibis = ::=t'!is:?i~:-~"'.~· ... 

Safeway, be says. expanded 
once. frontward and backward, 
but men: was no space for further 
Cllllrp:menL . 

The small-town feeling was an 
advantage, though. Business 
flourished with the familiarity 
and feeling of being pan of 
somc:tbmi tbal WIS special and 

·:.-'Whenyou:were: 
m1ibusinessdn:: ~ · 

-tel' is doing and what every clerk I 
ii doing." 

His friendly manner was a fa­
miliar welcome to bis SU>re. In 
rain:mcm it remains the same. as 
be smiles with good will and 
good wishes for the community. 

"My husband will walk down 
the meet and say 'bcllo, • 10 ev­
erybody," says Mrs. Honw:ek. 

"It doesn't bun me to be 
plealaDt. to say hello," ii bis 1 

n:ply. I 
"People here CID be as happy 

m1 busy as they want." be says. I 
-xbcff are IS many fadlliies as 

1 
)'Oil CID 1hiDlt about. We love it. 
We don't Joog for anything here, 
and if you're tim1 of playing, 

there"s loci of volmm:er work." I 
In Steve Homacck's opinion, 

nearly 95 percent of the people 
out here sbare bis feelings of 
Wll1lllb and love for Sun City. 

MBut then. some people would 
net be hippy in heaven." 



• 
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I Rain doesn rt stop softball tournament 
By BOB VOSBRII'<JCK Sun City Bank tied the game Meade Realty 10 
Special to Daily News-Sun at 6-5, but Ray Keller's 276-foot Athellte 7 

SUN CITY - All four seeded- two-run homer provided Spa Meade Realty scored a come-
teams advanced Into the &emf• Land with a 7-5 lead. from-behind 10-7 win over 
finals at the Sun City 30th Cel- The advantage wouid be Athelite Sporting Goods. 
ebration Senior Softball Tour- short-lived u Sun City Bank Joe Rottman delivered a 
nament. rebounded once again, taking bases-loaded triple in ~he sixth 

Winners were Spa Land, advantage of two errors to snare . inning to move Meade mto a 7-7 
Meade Realty, Quinn & Loe and an 8-7 lead. tie. One play later, Rottman 
Denny's TV. They would build the lead to scored the eyentua.l 'Y1nning run 
Spa Lan .. 13 . ll-8 bef1 re Spa Land made a on a Jack Gierman smgle. 
Sun City Bank 12 ° f1 h victo Quinn & Loe 14 

Spa Land sent eight batters to -final surge 0~ t e ry • Thunderbird 3 
the plate and ecored five runs in . Spf! Land posted five runs on Quirin & Loe established a 14-
the first inning en route to the six hit& to put the game but of o lead and never looked back at 
seesaw 13-12 win. reach in the Bizth inning. Thunderbird Travel. 

- -

l>ick Poindexter went 3-for-3 
in support of Don Goble, ,rho 
obtained the pitching win .• : :; 
Denny'• TV 18 - .. 
Ace Radiator 8 - ·· 

Bill Bromley and Mark Brace 
each had _four hit& to spark 
Denny's to an 18-6 romo. ~--_ 

Bob Vosbrinck, msnsg;r: of 
the Sun Cities Amsnng 60'6 
Soltbsll Club, is serving . u a 
correapondent for the i:JaiJ.y 
Newt1-Sun during the Sun· City 
90th Annlvenuuy Celeliration 
Soltbsl1'Tournsment. · H ' • 
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Sun· City 
gala 
livens up 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily Newa-81111 st.atf 

.SUN CITY - The San Cities 
~ Thuraday living the actift 
life u they eelebrat.ed San 
City's 30th anniversary. 

Although heavy raiDa can­
celed some sporting eventa, 
many other friendly competi­
tiona between Sun City and Sun 
City West. were played u 
acheduled during the day. 

1990 Daily Ne-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. 

0111'1 ____ .,,___a,.,.-About 40 members aC the 
Sundial Shuffleboard Club and 
Westmi Shuffl• played an in­
door taunwnent at Sundial 
Recreation Cent.er. 
S..Damp..AI 

HIGH SPIRITS - Under the threat of rain, 18 aerobic exercise enthusiasts demonstrated 
thier sport at the Bell Recreation Center pool. The demonstration was one of tha many 
Thursday ..,ents celebrating the 30th anniversary of Sun Oty. 

Damp conditions 
du.II competition 
-FromAI 

Jack I•high, chairman at 
the &mdia1 club, said there are 
abGat 500 people who belong to 
sl,nfflehoard clu.ba in Sun City. --w. .. .,.., (oramate to 
ha.. illdoor lacilitiee mre. We 
- play in the ram. cold or 
hai, .. LeaJaip aid. "It', Dice 
becaaa ... ba"9 been abJe to 
c:rN&e a f'ellowahip.,, 

The San City Temwt Club 
played douhlN pmN with 
memlMn at tbe Sau City W• 
a.-.Aaoal&ioa. 

pated· in the tournam.m; 
"I have SND play gu dawn 

slightly u the commWlity baa· 
goUeD oilier, but 'It"! still have to 
draw D1Ul1ben tl'lflr1 morning to 
NI who g9tl to UN the court. ai 
the· prime times," he said. 

5eftral otbar acthitiee wet 
u p1amd such u an outdocr 
aerobic:a demomtration a& Bell 
Recreation Cent.er. . 

The NJliar 'IOftball IIIDi.finala 
,._.. cenceled becaw the-Sun 
City Stadium field WU t.oo wee 
to play on. 

GamN were reecheduled (er 
thialllOnUDI-

Bill Hallow•y. a tmmia pro­
fNliaml with the San City 
elm, aid water wu rolled ait 
the CDa"ta to allow play. - The San City and San City 

"We juat took it Dice and euy · W.c bocce tournament WU alao 
oa& there. It ha, ju,t been a tun 1'll9Cheduled for 1 to 3 p.m. nut .. 
day. We aren't keeping track of Th~y at L;a,keview and 
~ ia winning or !OIiing, but Marinette recreation centers. 
JU.It making sure people are Thund.ay, which wu dubbed 
ha~ a guod time," Halloway "Sport and Health Day," (or the 
said. . anniversary celebration, alao 

Hallaway, who ha, lived in featured health ICreeD.ings and 
&m City (or 17 yean, said information segments at Grand 
about 90 local resident.a partici- Center. 
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0alfl' __ _...,s,.._ca... 
ANNIVERSARY SHUFFLE - At Sundial Recreation Can- -Oarence Kocher follows through after shuffling a disc, with 
fer, where Sun Citians squared off against the Western his c:ue. The tournament was part of Sun City's 30th 
Shufflers of Sun City West in a shuffleboard tournament, anniven~ry c:e!ebration. --..:.- ------------,.! 

Birthday bash wraps up 
A series of Sun City 30th anniversary c:elbration 

ennts will come to a dose Safurday witn · a parade 
beAinning at 2 p.m. . 

i'he dosing day parade will feature bands, Boats, 
hones, bicyd•, antique c:on- and trudcs and horse­
drwwn c:arriag... The parade will begin at Grand 

· c.nter, Grand and 107th avenues, and end at the Sun 
Bowf, where c:ake and entertainment will be provided. 

Bring your own c:hoirs for maximum c:omfort • 

• 
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·-----------­Get set for the Big-30 · 
· To-the pioneers who have seen Sun City grow from a 
cluster of shops. and model houses at 107th and Grand 
into a community of 45,000 retirees, it .must seem-like no 
.~ore thao a-,few. short years. . . 

: But·i~ '¼ii~n be. 30. ·Sun City.is in its prime_ 
: A- whole. week in January will celebrate the annivers­
ary; It will feature a series of special events-highlighting 
the history, 'the recreational and ,cultural features and 
the ambience of this world-known and much-copied re-
tirement community. _ . · ·. 

·: This is·• a- celebration that-everybody ought to be in on, : 
if at all pos81Dle. There's-a committee, of course. Del 
Webb Corp. executives, members of the Sun City Am­
bassadors and the· Sun Cities Area Historical Society . 
uve:-oeen.~eeting already: Anci you can be sure plenty 
of ideas have been flying around. But they still need help 
from the talent and the hnaginstion that so many Sun 
titians have. . · 

.. First,-~ggestions ~ -needed for even~ and activities 
. that will fill the week with .all the reasons why Sun 
:.Citians are- so proud· of their community~ Every organized . 
~ and· every individual who volunteers will be help-
ing to showcase Sun City before the ·valley and the state 
..- emphasizing the lifestyle, the amenities and the civic 
fide that -have made_ it so famous. :.. _ 

~ Now'·s the time to volunteer and get in on the initial 
j>reparatioris for the big .week. It's easy. Jusi. write to Sun 
City"s. 30th Anniversar:r,~,The 41P,bassadors,. P.O. Box 
%481i Sun.City, Ariz. 85372cand.say you want to be 
involved and how. ·1:1"~ :~ar•}-,1:; - , -., '-

•; •1C _ . ... •,., . , .. . · 

; We remember ·Sun City's 10th· and its 15th anci its. 25th 
lls exciting times. The 30th should· be a real whing-ding. 
And it will be if all those talented and imaginative 
-people 'turn out to make it something special. · 
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Sun City .to celebrate 30th 
Comm•ltf. ee ·•IS lieeking help from local residents events will be developed to clubs hosting anniversary par­

who are interes~ in helping demonstrate the . level and vari- ties for membersfiip arid out-of. 
with the celebration. ety of activities found in the state guests. · seeking hel·p. "We "are calling OD the Sun community, Mpyer said. . "The celebration ideas for the ' 
City volunteer spirit to help 118 · She said other event ideas in- 30th anniversary ·are only Jim- · 

f · • d f produce seven days of events and elude Sun · City sporting aBBOCi~ . d b h . ,. ro m re SI en S activities desi:f:ed to showcase ationa · hosting competitive chal- •te Y t ~ unagination, Moyer 
said: "This will be a tremendous 

, the unparalle ed a~ive adult lengell for their counterparts in opportunity to· showcase Sun : 
Daily New.Sun staff lifestyle,'' said June Scott D8Jjby ,- Sun City West, Sun City V_istoso City before a variety ·of media. , 

SUN CITY - Sun City's 30th of the Ambassadors. 1'This will in· Tucson or Sun City · Sum- W h 
anniversary celebration is being truly be a 1:9mmunity-wide cele- . merlin iii Las Vegas. ith t at in mind, it is im- . 
Planned for January 1990 with a b t· ,. portent this anniversary .ceJe- • 

ra ion. . . 1 Webb Corp. would provide bration eajoys a high level of · 
,week-long schedule of events. T.he commi!tee has tentatively , awards for such competitions, participation from groups and 

·An anniversary committee of ~ec1ded to luck ,off th~ celebr~~ Moyer 1&id. · mdividuals." 
executives of the Del Webb Corp. t1on at the: Sun Bowl, 107th Av- . , · , . ' . . 
and members of the Sun City enue and Clair Drive, on Jan: 14 Moyer said other ideas include Those interested in participat-
Ambassadors and the Sun Cities with a headline entertain~r arid · service clubs coordinating fund- ~ilg in any facet of the festivities 
Area Historical Society has been conclude the· following Saturday : ta~sing activitie11 as part of the are asked to send a description 
meeting· for a month brains- with a parade . said Mirtha · festivities; cr/U\ clubs hosting an of how they want to be involved 
torming ideas: · ~oyer, public affairs manager arts a~d crafts. fair; community to. Sun City's 30th Anniversary, 

Although some• plans hate for Webb. . · entertamment groups producing c/o The Amba888dors, P.O. Box 
· been made, the committee , is . During the week, a schedule of a , variety. showcase; and state 2481, Sun ~ity, Ariz., 85375. 

. I • . • 

·• 



•~•ve always had a aood tfin'el"""""'u ........ ; 
Pioneers recall Sun City's early days -- the fun,tlle activities, the comradery 

• Editor's note: In honor of Sun 
City's 10th Ollnlvusary, durln1 
the na1four weds the lndtptll­
dtnt's "Sun City l'rofllc' will 
ftalurt Sun Cuy pioneers. 

SunCttlan 

- - ~_ref__ile _ _ 
By PEO KEITH 

Portraits Of Our Residents 
Sun Clllea lndependenl 

John and Ina Dodi CIITIC IO Sun 
Clly co enjoy thelJ rahancnl, and 
lhal'1 jusl what they've been clo­
ln1, for the past 30 ycan. 

In (acl, Mr. Dodi, 90, 11y1 he 
can'I Imagine living anywhere 
else. 

The Mldwes1cmcr1 (they're ' 
from Indiana and llllnol1) moved 
Id Arizona In 19SB, aflcr he re­
tired u a bllway Express ageat 
In Indiana. She wu a former 
model In Dllnols. . 

The oouplc scUlcd In Sa>usdalc 
where Mr. Dodi worked II an 
expediter In hi• brother's con-
11111etlon company. 

Soon: he bulled blmsdf In IC· 

Clllirlna a a es111c lk:cnlC and In 
(ast,lonlna a new carcu. 

When Sun Cl1y 11U1cd, lhc 
Dodll both joined the Del Webb 
team. AJ a real c1111c a1ent, he 
sold lhc Rnt hQttSC that wu built 
lnS111101y. 

The purchaser w11 John 0. 
McDonald, a motel builder from 
Denver. Mr. McDonald owned 
the house from 1960 until 1914. 
The ,ec0fld ownu wu Vera Jean 
Painter, owner of Jean'• Sport-
110p of Sun 01y. 

The HlatorlcaJ Society of Sun 
Cky m:elllly purdwcd the ral­
dcnce from Mra. Palnlcr and hu 

LOOKING BACK. TIit Dodu wtre lnvolvtd In o number of 
community actMllts durln1 llit ,orly days of SWI City. Both were . 
fqns of liula dancln1 ond w,r1 responsible for or1anliln1 th, Hula 
Mtn, shown above. Altliou11t tM 1roup mode for o nice plioto1rapli, 
tlit 1/ula Men lias lon1 since disbanded. 

turned k wo a m111CW11. 
It must be the Sim Oty ambl• 

cncc. 111c "firal house" hu 
malatalncd 111 charm, u have 
Sun Cly Plonecn, Mr. and Mn. 
Dodi. 

Mr. Dodi relUlllcd hi• retire• 
mall 1111 year, allcr ndlnt up• 
IOlal of 70 JCU1 on lhc job. 

"If you're acflvc, you11 llvc 
lon,er," he declare&. 

He lnlllll lhal he'd nevu Jyvo 
made It 1h11 far, lfhe hadn't Uvcd 
In Sun Oty. AD the Ollldoon, all 
the mah air and acllvky kt;ep the · 
body ,o1n1, be dedaru. 

His "retirement" years were 
built on actlvlty. Jom wu one of 
the first 10 Del Webb nlesme11, 
and became a 111lea m11111u for 
the Webboraanludon. 

Later, he orsanllcd his own 
real escate 111111, Sun Oty Realty, 
with bis partnu, the late: Hal 
Jamca. 

Aa one of the 1961 Pioneer 
Del Webb hoslcuca, Mn. Oodt 
Introduced vbllOII lo lhc model 
homes. 

"I never did sell hou1e1 GUI 
here," atya Mr. Dodi. 

"No, there wu never any hard 
sdl," Illa wife aarcea, cxplalnln1 
11111 her husband wouJd iakc the 
vlal1011 around to aeveral boulct, 
and explain lhc ,ood and ,ic not­
lO·Jood. 

Sun Oty Jual di ltsdf. 
''Those day, were the daya 

when we did ahlnp," uya M11. 
Doell "We've always had a aood 
time." 

lier ready smile, and bis 
affecdonate actentlon cmplwlzc 
the words. "I didn't really retire 
unlll Jan. I , 1911," he 11y1, 

NO •Bo•BTS. Altltou11t Sun City Plonttrl Jolin ond Ina Dodi moved to Sun City JO years ago, they 
1111 tltq cond,uu to tnjqy tM commJUIIJy as muclt now as tltq dJd wlien tliey first moved Into their liomt. 
'fVorlln1for tJt, Webb Corporation, Mr. Dodi was the saltsma11 who sold tlie very first Sun City home. 

addlna lhat he loved bla wodc. And hula danccl. how we could have been so 
"He lov~d anylhln, he did," The Dod11 traveled to Hawaii luc:.:y." 

Mn. Dock aalUI. lhonly after they moveil to Art- And he coo1inue1, "We fell 
Ufc In the rellrancnt commu- zona, and both earned lhelJ pro- lnlo a big bowl of wishbones." 

nlty wwi'& all wort. Mr. Dodt fldcncy c:ertlftcalel for the dances The Dodi, have lived in lhc 
belonsed to the Bu1lnc1smen'a - the trademark of the bland aame house (or 30 years. It fill 
Oolf and enjoyed touma- Psradlsc. their needs, as they've cnla,ged it 
menu, w ch, lot the moll part '"The Hula Boya - ,~ out IO IOlllC extcnc, bul preserved the 
were sci ln ·June, July and Au- here," Mn. Dodi lauahs. reilful, sweeplna view of Falr-
11111. "the hoUcsa part of the day, Ufe hu changed, certainly. way golf course. 
jhc boll.cs& montha of the year," "Sun City wu uaalle,; lhal Tiiey remain involved In com-
be dedaru. made for more lrlcndshlp ... We munlly affairs as board members 

He quk 1otftn1 about seven had about 2.(XX) people In 1961," of the Plonee11 Asscc~allon, an 
yean a.,. ahe 11y1. organlutlon made up of resldcnlS 
HI■ wife, about 10 year• "Bue k'a a dream for us to be who have Uved In Sun Cky since 

younacr lhan he, 111111otf1 regu- llvln1 out here ... we wonder Its early days. 
laity, and describes hcradf i■ Ill 
avid bddac l)la)'U. 

Mra. Dodi recalls the com­
radc1blp of belpln1 build the 
c:ocnmunl1y. the enjoyment and 
lrlaldly ease In knowln1 almost 
everyone In Sun Oty, belna on a 
first-name bull with newcorneq 
and oldllmCII. . 

1bere were 11yle ahow1 and 
dlllCCI and card 1amea, and par­
des around the pool to keep folb 
occupied. 

BELL RECREATION CENTER 
(99th Ave. So. of Bel Rd.) 

OPEN HOUSE 
MON., JAN. 16, 1990 • 9 AM to 3 PM 

Celebrating StXl City's 30th Anniversary 

SALES AND DEMONSTRATIONS 
In the 1hop1 at lh• following clubs: 
Bel Crol1s/Enomellng 
MelolCrat 
Woodwodcklg 
lqoloo<Y 

Ceramics 
Stained Gloss 
Sll11ercrol1 

THE Pl!BLIC IS INVITEC)P 
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Sun Cities Arts and History Day 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. See 
where it all began, just south of Grand Avenue, west of 
107thAvenue. Tour the original Sun City model lDDCS 
and the Sun Cities Area Historical Society ( 10801, 
10Bm 10813, 10829 Oakmont Avenue) which will also 
feature an antique display. Antique car and craft show 
at the Grand Center (Grand and 107th Avenues). 

Tuesday,January 16 
\blunteer and Suawbo 1 y f'CStival from ooon to 4 p.m. 
at the Sundial~ Center ( 103rd Avenue at 
Boswell). Salute those who have helped the Sun Cities . 
cam the designation <f"\bluntcerism Capital of the 
World.,, Maricopa County Supervisor Carole Carpenter 
will speak at 1:30 p.m. KTAR Radio will broadcast ~ 
from the event so stop by and visit with your firvorite 

' radio pcrsooality. Strawberry sbMcake, cabaret enter- . 
tainment, and volunteer displays all afternoon. Senm 
softball roumament begins at µie Sun City Stadium 
(near ill th Avcnue and Grand A\'ClIUC) at 9 a.m., and 
continues through Thursday January 18. 
Sponsored by: 

The Del Webb Corporation 
Sun City AmbasAAdors. 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society 

In cooperation with The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City, Inc., ½lley National Bank, APS, CB.5 Properties 
and the N<rthwcst ½1ley Cbamht:r of Commerce. 

............... __ ........ .. 

Lively Arts Fun and Food Fair 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
~ - Thunderbird Plaza (99th AVCllle and Thunderbird}. 
"' More than two dozen entertainment groups will take 

OVC' three stage areas inckxrs and OUL Enjoy music, 
dance, and singing while aperiencing the tempting 
treats offered at the food fair. Lawn Bowling tourna­
m:nt, 1.:.30 p.m. at Lakmcw Recreation Center. 

~rsday,January 18 
Our sport and health focus features~ tennis, 
swimming, !UlUftleboard, outdoor aerobics demonstra­
tion, boccc tDU1'Ila1Dent and mini golf play throughout 
the day. See flyers iD COOlJTDJDity for times and details. 
"Fer The Health Ofit" health fair at the Grand Center 
( 107th and Grand Avenues} 8 a.m. to 2 p;m. A variety 

. of free and for-pay health scrccrings such as blood 
prcs.,ure and cardiac rislr 3S'iC:SSJDCOt, demonstrations 
anr1 e:xbibirs- Senior softball finals at 3:15 p.m. 
Sun City Stadium _.J< 

Friday,January 19 . 
Golf outings at Lakes West and North Golf Courses. 
10-.30 a.m. periormance·by the Aqua Suns synchroniz.ed 
swimming group at Lakmcw Rcc:reation Center 
( 107th Avenue and Thunderbird). Futurist Forum fea­
turing Robert TorobaJd, autlu ttRapids of Change: 
Social En~ in Turbulent Tunes, and 
15 other books. An COOOCfl'l°i:St, Tb:obald is usually 
described as a futurist. .Admission is free but by ticket 
on1y. Ticms are_awilable at the following Sun Cities 
locatiom: Sun City Visitm Center (Pxc • • coadc), ASU 
campus (Bell ~iooal Bldg.), Rio Sa1aoo Campus 
at Sun Ridge (Bell and El Mirage Roads). 

Saturday,January 20 
Closing Day Parade along 107th Avenue from Grand 
Avenue to the Sun Bowl Amphitheater. At. 2 p.m. witness 
more than two miles cf floats, marching bands, horses 
and more. Following the parade listen to the sounds of 
the Sun City Concert Band while enjoying ann,iversary 
cake at the Sun'Bowl. 

• 

' 



''It is one of the most incredible feats of its kind" 

~n City 
ages well 
in 30 years 
By Phyllis GIiiespie 
The Arizona Rec,ublc 

Uprooting thousand of retirees 
from the Midwest and plopping 
them down in the middle of an 
Arizona cotton field seemed like a 
harebrained scheme in 1960. 

Today, u Sun City celebrates its 
30th anniversary, the Del Webb 
Corp. still is cashing in on that 
original idea of an active-retirement 
community. 

Del Webb's Sun· City, with 
46,000 residents, remaini the largest 
retirement community in the coun­
try with restrictions that say at least 
one member of the household must 
be at least 55 years of age and no 
one under the age of 19 can reside 
there for lon!p that thn:c months a 
year. 

Del Webb Corl), 
The Del-Webb Corp. lured people to Sun City in the l 960s with adver, 
tlHments that promised an active-retirement community. 

Besides the original Sun City, that says older people don't want to 
three other Sun Cities are bucking move from their homes and that , 
the current home-buying slump, they don't want to live in age-segre. 
and a fifth Sun City is about to be gated communities, I don't see how 
announced for southern CalifomiL Sun City baa survived,,. . said Katie 

lbeAllmnllRepcM) 

And the corporation atilt ·ia 
defying.the experts. "When you think of the research -~ SIii cm, page A/6 

, SUI cm, from page A I 

Sloan, housing specia)iat for the 
American Aaaociation of' Retired 
Persons in Washington, D.C. 

.. They have not only survived, they 
· have prospered. I don't know how 
they do it, but they're doing some­
thing right." 

Sloan, who is not a fan ·of' 
age-restric::ted housing. is not the only 
national expert on senior housing who 
is amazed by the Sun City phenome­
non. 

"I think it is one o( the most 
incredible feats o( its kind,,. said 
George R. Genung Jr., executive 
director of the National Council on 
Senior Housing of the National 
Association o( Home Builden in 
Washington, D.C. '"They are far and 
away the leader in their rield. lt'a 
incredibly difTICUlt to sell to that 
market." 

Only 10% want to move 
, Research shows that only 10 
percent of the people who retire are 

• 

to move away from their 
he said. 

ung. who has visited the 
Phoenix an:a many times and is 
familiar with Sun . City, attributes the 
success of' the community to a variety 
of' reasons: luck, guts, hard work, 
outstanding marketing. good planning . 
and business savvy. · 

"People think of Sun City the same 
way they think of the Empire State 
Building - it's big. and it's unique," 
Genung said. 

Del Webb wu lucky because he 
had 20,000 acres of' cotton fields at his 
disposal from his partner in the 
venture, J.G. Boswell Ill. The land 
remained under cultivation until it 
wu needed for more homes. By 1978. 
when the community WIii compldcd. 
8,900 acn:s had been uaed. 

Sun City West, jult two miles 
northwest along Grand Avenue, 
started in 1978 and bu a total o( 
5,700 acres; Sun City Tucson -began 
three years ago and baa t,.cm acres; 
and Sun City Las Vegas started a year 
ago and has 1,050 acres. Houses are 
still being sold in these communities. 

"I think tlie way they planned it, 
taking the land as they needed it. 
reduced the risk," Genung said. 
''They had capital resources that most 
c:levelopers don't have, and they got 
the land at a reasonable rate. A smart 
entrepreneur, Mr. Del Webb." 

Webb and his senior staff also had 
guts. 

The Urban Land Institute in 
Washington, D.C., and a half dozen , 
top developers in the country had told .

1

. 
them: 

"Old people want to be with their 
family, not together in an isolated 
community. . . . . Financially, such a 
project would fail because of 'canni­
balism' (more people would die than 
move in)." 

But interviews with Florida retirees 
and the advice of a Phoenix psychia­
trist indicated that an "active-retire­
ment community," although never 
attempted before, would work. 

Amenities key 
Those Floridians also said they had 

watched builders promise wonderful 
amenities in other retirement develop­
ments and never produce them. 

So, before a single home was sold, . 
the corporation spent more than 
$2 million on a shopping center, a golf 
course and recreational facilities. 
Then five model homes were built, 
ranging in price from $8,500 to 
·s11,1so. 

Sun City . opened at 8 a.m. Thurs­
day, New Year's Day, ·1960. It was a 
modern-day land rush, with people 
waiting in long lines for hours to sign 
contracts with aalamen sitting on the 
floor of a tiny olTtce. . 

More than 100,(D) inquisitive peo­
ple visited Sun City that weekend. By 
Sunday, there was a 2-mile-iong 
traffic jam on Gr-~~ :'. '.';;?UC. 

During that weekend, 237 homes 
were sold. By the end of' the month, 
400 had been sold, and an additional 
675 were being planned. By the end of 
1960, 2,CXX> homes had been sold. 

Webb executives had estimated that 
t,700 homes would be sold in the first 
three years. 



~ major -!vertising campaign and 
national media covaagc about thia 
extraordinary occurrence in a cotton 

•

cl~ kept the cuatomen rolling in. 
Sance Sun Qty began, an estimated 

80 to 90 other active-adult communi­
ties have sprung up across the 
country, mostly in the Sun Belt. 
according to an independent study 
conducted ror the Webb corporation. 

'We still have the flagship' · 
~We still have. the flagship of 

retirement communities in the world," 
boasted Sid Menk. 73, president of the 
Sun City Ambassadon, the local 
booster club. .. Any of our seven 
recreation _centers would be the envy 
of any retirement community in the 
country." 

Genung said that during the put 
30 yean, Webb hu managed to 
maintain its leadership position in the 
~v~adult-'"?ming market by re­
!"4'RlnJ ~wble, by changing or 
amproVJng its product u the demand 
arises. 

For example, the ~ acute­
care Walter 0. BosweJI Memorial 
Hospital waa built in 1969 to 
accommodate Sun Qty'• burgeoning 
population. It wa named in memory 
of one of the three BotweiJ brothc:n 

-:Who origjnally farmed the land where 
Sun Qty WU developed. 

But while Dd Webb mulcting -... 
busy espousing the woadaful lifestyle 
of ita communities, the neighbon 
don'' think much.of the Sun Oties. 

The Dd Webb Corp. began a 
$250,000 advertising blitz Jut fall 
called "Sun Cities Care" to counteract 
the unfavorable impressioa Valley 
residents have of the retirement 
communities. 

The ad campaign came on the heda 
~ _a Valley-wide opinion poll that 
mdacated that people beJieve residents 
of the Sun Qties do not contribute to 
the educational system and that they 
are isolated in their communities and 
are not willing to get inYOlvcd ia 
neighboring communities. 

The corporation would not divulge 
the exact results of the poll. · 

Ori1dns of reputation 
Deserved or. not. the Sun aues 

pined thia image for . a variety of 
reuona. 

Aa a community without chiliiren, 
Sun aty 'IOCen united lo ddeat J7 
proposed bond illUC:I in surrounding 
adtoot cf'astncts ,rom i~ to ,n.. I 
Onfy twn Wtte aPP._1'0vcd. 

. ·1 ;;c l'.;.;1·i.l Uniftcd Schoof District. 

• 

where youngsters were attending du- I · 
scs in double and triple shills became 
of a lack of schools, finally asked Sun 
Qty lo leave the district. 

Later, the Dysart United School 
District asked Sun City West lo leave 
for the same reason. , 

For the past couple of years, the 
Sun Qty Tupayen Association bu 
been fighting a state law that says 
areas outside of school districts still 
should pay some school taxes. An 
Arizona tax-court judge ruJed in the 
association's favor in July. 

Incorporation cJections have failed 
twice in Sun City and once in Sun 
City West Consequently, Maricopa 
County pays most of the bills for law 
enforcement and street improvements. 
Private contracton and improvement 
districts, paid for with resident fees, 
provide other services such u fare 
protection and street lighting. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun City 
Inc., which bu private golf courses, 
clubhouses and swimming pools val­
ued at more than Sil million, fought 
for nine yean to avoid paying 
property talcs. It lost that battle last 
year in the Arizona Supreme Court. 

A bum rap, expert says 
Jay Butler, director of the Arizona 

Real F.state Center at Arizona State 
University, said he thinks Sun City 
residents are getting a bum rap. 

1'he people out there get put down 
for living an their isolated, walled 
community;" Butler said. "On the 
opposite side, young people like to live 
in apartment houses with other young 

people. People like lo live with people 
like-thcmldvcs.. 

"Unfortunately, the ooly time you 
bear about Sun City ii when it'a 
something negative, like forcing a dog 
out o( a condominium compla." 

Genung said that because no one 
had ever done anything like it before, 
Sun a,, WII a learning experience. 
There WII some bad with the good. 

For ewnple. became it wu 10 
Jaqc, it tended to be sterile and 
isolated, with (ew facilities initially for · 
aging residents. The later Sun Cities 
were ICaled down, and more space 
waa act aside for the ailini, 

"They (the Webb executivel) were 
the pioncen," Genung said. 1'hey 
taught everyone how to do it. and 
they're still on the cutting edge. 

"The industry owes than a vote of 
t.hanb. We all benefited from what 
they have taught 111." 

Menk, always a Sun City booster, 
agreed, saying that movin1 lo Sun 
City probably adds 10 or 15· happy 
yean to a penon's life span. 

"Sun City is not a mausoleum 
where people are faled away," be said. 
"Thia ia a place to Ii ve." 

I 
I 
I 
I 

J 
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lilcl,aef Olnc/TlleMzone R9pi,llllo 
Vera Jean Pllntw, who bought Sun City's first offlclal residence In 1984, sold her piece of history last year to the 
Sun Cities Ara Historical Society. It wu converted Into• museum that will.be open to the public starting Monday. 

225 'pioneers' still live 
in 'a real fun coDIDiunity' 
1st house built 
in development 
now a museum 
lyJ.ffNIN 
AtlzaMRapollllcCalr-•it 

From the oullide, the white, 
two-bedroom home at 10801 Oak­
mont Ave. - an IIIIUllllllffll 
1aadmut ror a cultural molutioa 
led by Sua Oty ~ Del R. 
Webb. . 

Sun Oty'a tint official rcsidenc:e 
nu a llllgk cupu11, lkacaL bwl). 

scaping and a backyard view al the 
154-acre front nine al the 72-pu 
North Golf O>une. 

Although she baa never liftd ia 
the bome, Ven Jean Painter ia very 
much a part al ill hiatory. 

Painter, owner ol Jean'• Spor­
top, 12801 W. Bell Road, bought it 
in 1984 ror $50,<XX> rrom the !amiJy 
al the origiul owner, Den¥er mocel 
builder John McDoaald. He and, ID 
tum, each al bia two whel, 
occupied It ror 24 yan. . 

"I jUlt thought It would be nice 
to owa the Ont bome ill Sun Oty," 
Painter llid. 

. . 

:j(JY .. 
. ·•; . '"' ·, t 

~ . __ ,,. 
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_,_Glnc/TheMIIOnafl9pl,lllo 
Mldred Toldrtln, 82, Is a~ of 
Sun City. When she and her~ 
ceald hulblnd saw the commu­
nity, "we were just lffllZ8d. .,. she 
said. "We fll In 1cM with it." . 

At tbe time, "J allo W (my) public ltardng Moaday. 
bulinm It (Onnd Cada-) oa the . Whea new ill 11959, the 950-
coma- al OnDd Awa~ ud l071b- . ~oot Keatwonh model bome, 
Aw:11111. It - right acra tbe built cilbrict. IOlcl for S1,m 
1treet from tbe 1-=k · doai' al· 1111 It - the procotypical mncr 
IIOf'e." · .hoaae' for an. alder bat wiler 

Palnler rcated . oat tbe hoaae p:nendoa - retiring pudpareall 
while she owned It, IIC¥el' apcndlng al belly boomen, yho bought into 
a single night there hcndf. She once Webb'■ concept al an active lifestyle 
conaidcred IIIOYing ber 9+yar-old In their aoldea yean, ■ccordin1 to 
mother into it, but - did. Saadbq. 

Lut lpring, she ■old her piece ot · Today, there are atill 225 of lhe 
local biatory to the Sun Otica Area original residellta. 
Hiatorical Society for S-44,000. One ol than, Mildred Toldrian, 

"I aold it at a loea, but I f~t lib I 12. ia a pioaeer al both Sun Oty 
IDlde a clonllloa to the Hi■lotjcaJ and Sua Oty Wat, where she 
Society," she llid. · mewed wbcll Del Webb Colp. 

HiauJric:al Society foundera Jane opened It In l97L 
p,_... and Olea Saadbers are She and her ~ bu. 
,ratdul tlle property ii now aYllJ. bud, Carence, a JO.year Milwau­
lble for dilplly and ue • a local be poetll worker, mewed from 
---. It will be opee to tha Wilcoalia to. Pboau la . 1951 

before being enticed to visit .Sun 
City. 

When they aw the place, "we 
were juat amazed," ahe said. 

"We (di in love with it," 
Toldrian llid. "It wu like country• 
club living. IOIIICthing we weren't 
uacd to." 

' On June 20, 1%0, the couple 
bought • Brookaider model home 
for about S 10.<XX> on • coma- of a 
cul-de-sac at 12025 Hillctest Drive. 

" It wu • two-bedroom, one-bath 
house, with a living ~ and nice 
kitchen area," Toklrian recalled. 

a 11e nomo waa wiU'lin wauung 
distance of both Grand Centa- and 
the Oakmont Community Caner, 
then the twin hub■ of such Sun City 
socializing and l'CCRational punuill 
u golf, lawn bowling and awim-

~e went 1wimmin1 ~ day. 
If I went to the grocery atorc, I 
needed au b.>ur .Ill:! • .. .;r;· •h~ 
aaid,. explaining that filling ap her 
shopping cart wu juat Ill excuae for 
visiting with neighbon and making 
frienda of new arrivall. · 

"It WM a real run community." · 
Despite Sua City'• growth from a 

IDllll, tight-knit community al 
2,(XX) to today'• populatioa of 
46,IXX), Toldrian aid she and her 
huabud.never wanted to move. 

They liftd together la the. aame 
bouae for 14 years. 

After her buaband'a death In 
1974, ahe uyed there rour more 
ycan before deciding it wu lime to 
leave. 

"I felt I had to do something 
different," abe aaid. "I picked up all 
my good memories" and departed 
for Sun City West. · 

With the aale of. her Sun Oty 
home, ahe purclwed another in ill 
aiatet commu.nity, where abe llllill• 
tains an active lifestyle. 

"I like Sun City and Sua City 
West," ahe llid. "lbere'a ao much 
to do. If you can't find aomctbing 
that lntcresta you, then there'• 
eomethin& -· with you. .. 
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.Sun ·city ages well ill 30 years 

Del Webb Corp. 
It was a modern-day land rush when Sun City opened In 1960. During that weekend, more than l 00,000 Inquisitive people visited, and 237 homes were sold. 
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A week I 
of a~niversary 
celebrati~ns 

The weeklong I0th-anniver• 
wy celebration fdr Sun City 
begins today. Here; is a list of 
major events. . I 

Today : 
• Sua City and Sun City 

West chun:hes w~l dedicate 
their services to the 30th-anni­
versary tribute. 

• Kickoff celebntion at 2 
· p.m. at the Sun Bowl, 107th 

Avenue south of Peoria Road. 
Performances by Bob Crosby 
and Jo Ann Castle will be 
preceded by remark& from Del 
Webb Corp. Genera Manager 
Phil Dion and an aide to Gov. 
Rose Mofford. Crosby is a 
brother of the late Bing Crosby 
and a big-band leader. Castle is 
a hooky-tonk-piano player. 

Monday 
Ana and history day, all events 
10 LID. to 4 p.m. 

• Open house and antique 
show at the Sun Cities Arca 
Hiawrical Society's new loca­
tion, an original Sun City model 
home, 10801 Oakmont Ave. 

• Open house at three other 
original model homes at l0807, 
10813 and 10829 Oak111ont Ave. 

• Antique-car show and arts 
and crafts at the Grand Center 
and OakmQnt Recreation Cen­
ter. 

Tuelday 
• Sundial Recreation Center 

Volunteer and Strawberry Fes-
. tivaJ, a tribute to the service 
dum and volunteers, noon to 4 
p.m. The event ~ill fcatur~ 
atrawberry ahortcake. volun~ 
teer-organization exhibits and 
cabaret entertainment. Mari­
copa Comity Supervisor Carole 
Carpen&er will speak at 1:30 
p.m. 

• Senior IOftbalJ tournament 
begiaa at Sun City Stadium, 
beginning at 10-.30 LID., 

Wednesday 
• Senior sofiball tourname■t 

· continues at. 9 a.m. at Sun Ciry 
Stadium. · 

• Lively Arts Fu,_ . and Food 
Fait, Thunderbird Plaza, 99th 
Avenue and. Thunderbird Road, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Continual show of local en­
tertainment featuring the Pom 
Poma; aquare, round, folk, lap, 
jazz. Latin, Hawaiian and bll­
room dance performances. Mu­
sic will include Baroque remrd­
era, chorale singing. pakas, 
banjo and concert. · 

• The Sun City Organ Club 
will present a performance at 2 
p.m. at the Fairway Recrmtion 
Center ·. featuring 1960 11usic. 
This will be followed br the 

·1960 Academy Award-wiming 
movie Butterlldd 8. 

• Lawn-bowling tournament, 
Sun City VL Sun City West, 
1:30 p.m. at Lakeview Ce■ter. 

Tbanday 
Sporta and health day. 

• Senior sofiball tourrament, 
Sun City stadium, semifnals at 
12:30 and 2 p.m. Finalaat 3:15 
p.m.. 

• Three bund~ bicyclists 
will ride through the commu­
nity beginning . at 8 Lm. at 
Marinette Recreation Center 
and will end up at the San Bowl 
at 9:15 Lm. for coffee ud cake. 

• Teania tournament, · Sun 
City VL Sun City Wes&, 9 Lm. 
_. Dlil&a ~Gal.lUU \...ca:IHI ; 

• Shuffleboard tournament, 
Sun City VL Sun Cily West, 
9:30 Lm. at the Sin DiaJ 
Recrea~ Center. 

• The : Canadian-American 
Lawn Bowling Touma11ent. JO 
Lm. ana "l p.m., at Fairway 
Recreation Center. 

• Outdoor aerobics demon­
strntion, to a.m. at the Bell 
Cent.er. 

• Boc:ci tournament, I to 3 
p.m. at the 1-akeview and 
Marinette.Recreation centers. 

• Mlniiolf, . all day at all 
minigolf-cowse· locatK>Oa. 

• Health screenings, includ­
ing Jlucose and cholesterol and 
blood pressure, 7 LIQ. to 2 p.m., 
at the Grand Center in the 
former TO& Y store.: -i 

Friday 
• Goff outings af l,gkes West 

and North golf co1,1rses, morn­
ing and afiernoon shotgun starts 
with luncheon. Sun City Recre­
ation Centers is allowing outside 
play for thi■ day. ~II the golf 
courses for more information. 

• Aqua Suna synchronized­
swimming performance at Lak­
eview Pool, 10:30 Lm. 

• Master-swimmers demon­
stration -at. the Sun I)lal pool, l 
to 2 p.m. . 

• Robert Theobald, author, 
economin and futurist, will 
speak in . the Sundial Audit?9 
rium at 2 p.m. Theobald will 
comment on the role of senior 
citizens in the decades ahead. 

Satllrday: 
Closing-day parade at 2 p.m. 

from the Grand Center, south 
on 107th Avenue, to the Sun 
Bowl Center at Peoria Avenue. 
Live music, sing-along and Pom 
Poma entertainment will follow 
at the Sun Bowl. Bring your 
own chairs. 
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PACKED, HOUSE - Nearly 10,000 people came to featlval and volunteer recognition day, part of the Sun City 
·:sundial Auditorium T ueaday for the Strawberry Shottcake 30th annlvenary celebr~tlon. 

Volunteers iam strawbefry·bash ·' 
By JACQUB PAPPAS Monday from New 1.ealand wen 
Dally New.Sun ataff 11rved with fre1h whlppln1 

SUN CITY - 11le fUl&o of cream and ■hortcake &o more 
■trawberry feltlHI■ held In Sun than 8,1500 people who pur• 
City ye1.r1 . a10 wu ravlYed cha11~ ticket. for t 1. 
Tueeday on a day 11t ulde &o But thoee who did not 1et &o 
ealute the communJty'i 11nlc:e · eat the ■trawberry ■hortcab did 
clube and volunteer■. not mlu out. , 

An e■tlmated 10,000 area 11ley wen entertained with a 
resident. attended the day-Joni variety of local talent from col­
Strawberry FeetfHI at Sundial orful dance numbera by.The Sun 
Recreation Ce~!er that featured City Steppera &o a medley from 
live§y ca!l>aret entertainment. ..A11n.!e Get Your Gun" 1un1 by 
Strawberrle■ ■hipped In Lucm~ Haya. 

Bob Harri■, chairman of the 
feetlval event■, eald the .traw­
berry .i.ortcake wu prepared bJ 
Furr'• Cafeteria In Sun City 
and taken &o Sundial by an 
American Reel Crou local chap­
ter. The Sun City Prldea helped 
auemble the deuert. 

''Thi• bu been terrific. It'• 
like a abot of adrenaline In Sun 
City'• heart. Everyone, once In 
a while. need■ aometbln1 like 
thl1 &o let them pumrd up and 
excited. Harri• ui . "What'• 

reaUJ neat fl that then la a 
·real Intern& tn the . Yolunteer 
poup■. In adclltlon &o beln1 
puckered up for the .traw­
berrfe1, the people ■bowed an 
lntereat In the reaourcu." 

Many of the local ■ervfce 
clube 11t up booth■ at the f11tl­
HI and cll.trlbuted Information 
&o lntereated re1ldenti. 

"A Jl'Ht number of people 
have com., by our booth here. 
Resident.e here g,sve • reai ln­
,iee Feltival, Al 

• 
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81 A CLOWN - Margaret "Mlzz Strawberry'' Whit• 
head dowM around with the audience Tuesday during 
the Strawberry Shortcake Festival and volunfHr recog­
nition day at Sundial Auditorium. The events an part of 
Sun City's 30th anniversary celebration . 

·--
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Festival attracts 10,000 ,. 
Friday's anniversary events 

Sun City' 1 30th anniversary celebration continues 
Thursday with a number of events. 

Sport and Heahh Day, which 11 open to the P.ubllc, 
will feature · a 1erle1 of •porting compelltlon1 Including 
tennis, boccl, shuffleboard and softball tournament,. 

Mini golf will hold OP.en play all day and all who 
participate will be ellgil>le for a ticket giveaway for the 
Sundome Center -for tlie Performing Art1. At 8 a .m., 300 
blcycll1t1 will ride through the community, starting at 
Marinette Recreation Center, 9860 W. Union Hills 
Drive, and ending at the Sun Bowl, 107th Avenue and 
Clair Drive. 

There will be a tennl1 tournament at 9 a.m. at BeU 
Recreation Center, 16820 · N. 99th Ave., and a shuff­
leboard tournament at 9 :30 a .m. at Sundial Recreation 
Center, UBOI N . 103rd Ave. from 10 a.m. to 2 P..m., 
a Canadian-American lawn bowling tournament wlll be 
at fairway, 10600 W. Peoria Ave. An aerobics de111-
on1tratlon will be 10 a.m. at Bell Center and at Sundial. 
Bocce tournament will be at Lakeview and Marinette 
centers from I to 3 p.m. Health exhibits will be on 
display from 7 a .m. to 2 p.m. In the former JG& Y story 
at Grand Center, 107th and Grand. avenues. 

-From Al 
terat ·10 what 111oln1 on," aald 
Bob Cory, a member of th, Sun 
City Fire Prevention Vol­
unteera. "I think people are 
really happy to 11e that the Sun 
City Fire Department formed ltl 
own department.\' 

The volunteer· hoUrt donated 
by Nrvice cluba from Llona and 
Lloneaa Cluba to Rotary Cluba 
to Telephone Ploneera of Amer­
ica to the flun City Library, 
were tabulated by the an­
niveraary committee. 

Sun Citle1 r11ldentl have 
volunteered more than 8.7 mil­
lion houri of their tlm1 1ince 
1979, the annlveraary com­
mittee eatlmatee. About 788,000 
of thON houri wera In 1989. 

In addition, Sun Cltlu vol- . 
un&eer ,roup, contributed more 
than • 7.8 million to charltlu 
throughout the V,alley. 

Roae Laraen, who wu chair­
man of &ha Strawberry Futival 
committee, came up with the 
Idea to decorate the auditorium 
with red and · white checkered 
tableclotha and colorful center­
piece,. · 

She or1anhed more than 70 
volunteera and coordinated 

matchln1 uniforma. 
"I pictured them·· all In little 

red aprona and red ·bow,," 4'· 
11n uld .. "I wanted IJ to (oqk 
nice for everyone." 

Dubbed the . "1trawben;)' 
queen," Larien receh:ed a l>Qu­
quet or ca~natlona ,t the even~ . . 

The Strawberry Festival ii 
one or aeveral actlvltlu dunn1 
a week-long program of ~l~bra• 
tlon actlvltlu Cot the 80t'- · •b.· 
nlveraary of Sun Cit;. , · ; 

Maricopa Collllty Supe,mor 
Carole Carpenter. who. wu the· 
keynote 1peaker at the fe,tlyal,. 
presented awarda to Del W,~1, 
Corp. and to the Sun City Home· 
Ownera Aaoclatlon ,~ ~l J:i\Jfl 
Citlana. . , . , , 1 

"You are known wor1dwi~• 
for your active .. nlor ·ureatyle. 
You have a llfeatyle that maoz 
people half your a1e •~♦, 
Carpenter uld, pralalnf l~la 
for their more than 90 pe~n& 
voter turnout.at the pofla. · '•, 
. "I aak for c:Qmmunltlea ac:roaa 

the Valley outalde Sun CU; · '9 
reach In and take advantafe ol 
the expertlae herl!I and I uk Sim 
City to offer their expertia41 and' 
community aplrlt to the Valley, .. 
Carpenter aaid. · · · 

• 
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Back to the future 
Next 1 O ye~rs will bring 'extraordinary change,' predicts author. 
IJ PEO l<EITH 
Sun Cllee lndepelllfent 

Bob Theobald lalks "back lo 
the future," when he relates 
what's happcnlrtg In the world 
today. 

he delivered the address ror 
the 0reat Ideas Forum at the 
Sundial Auditorium Jm 19. 

The forum wa• one or 
many events held last week In 

. conjunction with Sun· C11y'1 
30lh anniversary. 0rganlze11 
say they may continue the 
concept of a "great ldeu" fo­
rum on an annual basis. 

he 11y1. "The Irreducible 
problem 11 that there's a llmlt 
u to how mach worten will • 
put out co suppon non-wori-
ers." 

Ouonologtcal age II fell 
Important than physical vllll­
lty. he contlnud, notln1 that 
no ll'nger 11 It an Hloin dial 
"nt live andl Ood take, me." 

' there are thl11p happening In 
our IOClety that wl(fcertalnly 
shape die l'ulure: 

• The environment is aoinl 

to constrain what we are go­
Ina to do ••• but we can 

S11 CHANGB, P•11 S 

He· says he doesn't know 
anybody who predicted 
what'• happening In the world 
today. '"The world has been 
coming_ loose," he say1. 
''.Now, we know 11." 

Not everyone 11 aware of 
the change, but those most 
aware of the depth or change, 
tulng place are the ones who 
need 10 do l0l1ICthlns creative, 
he says, adding that there are 
millions or people; who care 
about this count,y, and want 
10 make thlnp better. 

Now, It's becomlnJ clear 
... , you11 llve until die doctor . 
take, you, he says. · 

With a loot at die older and • 
youn1er 1eneratlon1, Dt. 
Theobald 1111 that . 1h11 11 
.probably the lut seneratlon 
that will have a higher mn­
dud of llvlna than Ill parau. 

Neither can he tell what the 
world Is going to be llke 10 
years rrom now, but he's 
convinced that people, no 
longer, can live out their Uve■ 
set Into rammar patterns, and 
that the world, already, Is 
stranger than many people are 
wWlng 10 admll . 

Mr. llieobald, author, ru­
turlst, speaker and consullant, 
spoke or the cflallen1es or 
"extraordinary change, when 

"I'm not he~. to HJ that 
things are hopeless," he told 
the audience. But he bellevp 
In puiposerur reallsm. 

"Social Security ,. not go­
Ing lo wort lnlo the list 
Century, In Iii present ronn," 

"fm not UJUlni thal ,:,code 
c:an't have • higher qualltj of 
Hre," he siys. "We can ct. 
wllll a lot lea. We're ~­
bly wasteful." 

promise our kld1 and 
gmndklds a beuer life. 

• There are temperature 
problems: what happens · 
when you build very lar1e 
cll.ies In the desert? 

• World war Is no lon1er 
possible. (Small war Is possi­
ble). 

• We must return to a 
value-based culture: hopesty. 
humlUty, compassion, love. 
We need to live wllh compu­
sion and r.asslon. 

• Prohibil.ion did 1101 work. 
The war on drugs cannot be 
won. The only hope Is de­
crlmlnalizadon. 

• Olizens of the United 
States are In 1rave danger of 
losinJ their clvll llbenles be­
cause of the Wlf on drugs. 

AflhoUJh unable IO predld 
the ftiture._ Dr. 1beobald ••JI 

• The most dan1erou1 
drugs are cl1are11e1 - they 
kill more people than IUegal 
drugs - and :llcohol, which 
kills more people than Wegal 
druge■. Pharmaceul.icals do 
more damage than llle1al 
drugs. 

• The abonlon debate 
should be re-fnmed: find out 
how to make every conocptlon 
a wanted one and have 1ood 
contraceptive Information 
1vallable In the high IChools. 

• Hospice 11 one of the 
most "extrlOrdlnary• evolu­
tions In our culture. It Is a 
recognition that dulh Is part 
of the Ufe cycle. 

• People are beglnnin~ to 
understand that there's a nght 
10 Uvc wllh dignity, and 10 die 
with dignity. 

Trear, Klht llnd1pe,del~ 

'WHAT WIU. TOMOltltOW llltlNG1 No on, Catt predict, 
,ay, ""'1lor ltobtrt T1atabaltl, ht tnvlronmtnlal probler,u and a 
~• of Wllilu, lu iay,, wlU play• lar11 par, ht sltapln1 ,J,e worl4 . 
ltllh< /990,. · . -' . 

• there'i a level of 
despCl1lllon IIDOIII the JOWll 
that we don't understand-

• It 11 nol possible IO rid the 
world of conBlcL We should 
encouraie a culture which 
understands conflict; to a 
wodd of "paSllonate debate," 
1eam1n, rrorn each Olher. 

• We are not giving our 
young people the suppon. the 
role models lhal they need. 

• But, there's a growing 
sense of pocential; that things 
are do-able. 

Dr. Theobald says that If we 
could put together all the 
people who are ready to 
change, who are commlaed to 
change, and are wort.Ing on 
It, then chan1e would come 
much quicker and In a more 
poslllve form. 

• He says be will rcnim to the 
Sun Olles, If be'a encouraged 
to do 10 - not to blame, not 
so tell people how to rearrange 
their lives, but to wort with 
them. 
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, Local softball-
teams advance 
-Proa Bl 
hit. ud tbrN walb to cl-. 
within c-. n.. WWII -W 
u Harry Goff fouled out l'or the 
ftnal oai. ~ Atb.Ut.'1 
-rid«y. 

Jim Wapa- led the Athalit. 
hiUan by 111U11 UOl'.a. Bob 
V OlbriDck p the win. Howta 
Mullica WU Uar-3 ud J.r, 
1.alUMI' WU UGH - Lmid =J:r~wuthe 
s-a&,Baakll 
lfaDBal&77 

Beel Tbomu, DwcaD .-.a 
ud Al PCll&er uch bad tbrN 
hit. a San City Bau. Charl11 
Buckmelt.r WU the wbmiDa 
pitcher. Berm• Jlipp1-yer lecl 
Mull-Smida a..Jty with a per­
l'ect 3-IOl'-3 ouiiq ., the plate. 

The quuterfinala an ached· 
uled for today at the stadium, 

18"0 H. llltla A•. beslnnfn1 .. 
with a t UL pma .,.__ 
Sa City Bank u SpeI•nd 
lfaede a..JtJ pla71 Athe!He a& 
10-.ao a.m. .U DOGD; Thunder­
bird Traftl pla71 apina Quhua.. · 
• Loe, and a& i;jO p.m. Ace_: 
laclfator 1oaa up a1afn1&-··. 
Dann1'1TV. _ 

S.miflnal1 iiDcl the dwnpl-!'. 
onaiuz p.me will ba Thunda1:~ 
Semi naf PDIII IN acbeclultll··.: 
a& 12:aO = ud 2 p.m. fbe.:: 
cbemplm-p a&ane a& S:11 p.m. .: 

Acbnfufon la free to all 
pmaa. . :· 

Bob VOlbriad, an atlldaJ 
triU. Ute Swi CJU. Semor 
SoitbaU Lee..,.. la NmlJI u a 
~c for Ute DailT 
Ne-Sw, dfJZ'UJI U.. Sua City 
sou, A.IUuNn117 Cel-'iratioa 
So/lbaJJ Tounwueac. 

• 



looking back 
First Webb building superintendent 
recalls Sun City's early beginllings · · · 

Once Del Webb started woat on Sun City, the construction crews 
neverlookedback - . TIIB WAY WB WERE. Sun 

And the face of the Northwest Valley changed, almost overnight City (right) as It (lppeared In the 
Tom Gilbreath, who was Webb's fir&t construction superintendent summer of 1959, five months 

in Sun City, started work In 1959, preparing for the Opening Day, before It offlclaJ!y openetl. · Be­
Jan. I, 1960. • · · lowt Webb officials discuss 

. , At that time construction men were working on: but hadn't com~ plans for 1~e Highway House .· 
pleted, the Grand Center shops, the Safeway store and the Highway · Motel and Restaurant. II was not 

· House. . · · uncommon for new residents io 
: Construction of the model houses and the apartments behind the live al lite motel until their new 
: Highway House was continuing, as well. · Sun City homes were compleied. 
: "Del Webb spent $1 million in Sun Clty'before any houses were The lllghway House lat~r be­
: sold," says Mr. Gilbreath. "Across In Youngtown, you couldn't even · came the King's Inn Hotel and 
' buy a hamburger." . , .. . .... _ ., . .,, ... , . . was recently torn down 10 make~ 
: Some 300 to 400 houses were sold on opening day. Mr. Gilbreath roomfor Smith's Food and Drug 
: recalls the long lines of people waiting to see the homes. · Store. ' · . 

"We started_ With six models, the cheapest was under $10,000 and· 
, the highest price was $15,000." · . . · 
:, "Now, there are 21 m~ls, In Sun City West. · . ·' · , · 1 · 

"A lot of the home sales were done by mall - just like buying.a · sors decided they could do without them. 'THey went to an all•frame : 
; house out of the Montgomery Ward caralog." . construction. 
: He recalls a shopper talking to an "oldtimer," who was looking our · "They had to do something-people had to eaL" · 
: on the houses that were going up. Webb bought constructi()ll male~al in by the train load, he recaJls, 
· "I remember when that was nothing but a cotton field," the oldlim~t · with the trains delivering the: orders to a railway siding on 98th Av-
: said. enue. 
; "Really? When was lhat1" As general supervisor. Mr. Gllbreaih had two assistant supervl-
. "Two days ago." . , sors, each with a foreman ·1n the field, for each phase of the. work. 
: Mr. Gilbreath says the construction force, numbering_nearty 600 There were Veterans Administration and . Federal Housing 
: workers, was on a roll. "We _did eight houses, complete, and .four Administration Inspectors assigned ahnost full-time to the work, as 
·apartments, per day." · well. · · 
: The work orders were slnipie. ."That meant we had to be working "We had to use two-way radios with a central station. It's com-
. on 260 houses, altogether, in order to finish eight per day - and half monplace now, but was something new In 1960." 
: that many apartments. Mr. Gilbreath stayed with the Sun City project until the building 
: "We'd dig footings one day, pour concrete the next, put down the crews had finished S,000 units. He then transferred out to Suq City, 
foundations, rough in the plumbing, then pour the slabs, right on to Calif., where he worked for about two years. · · ' 
turning the key." Ther~ were other jobs and projects to occupy his attention, In 
: Subcontractors were hired for everything except the concrete work, Western and Midwestern states. 
says Mr. Gilbreath. Webb did the concrete work for the project. "Finally, 1. got tJred of running around and came back to Arizona 
. The construcuon st~rted with all-masonry exterior walls. "There where I had kepi my home," he says. 
were all the masons you ~ould think of," says Mr. Gilbreal~. "After I Construction jobs around the Valley kept him b11sy for a while, be-
lcft, the masor,is went on stHke, and while they were out, the supcrvi- fore he retired about eight years ago. 

• 
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LEFT', SUN CITY OPENS JAN. 1, 1960; RIGHT, SUN CITY FOUNDER DEL E. WEDD 

Sun City marks 30th year, 
asks "Where to from here?" 

By Paul Markey 
F•-S•lar-

From cotton and lettuce fields 
l0 the largest planned retirement 
community in the world - that's 
the unrivaled success story of 
Sun City 30 years after its incep­
tion. 

But while the community cele­
brated the past durini a festive 
January, its leaders we:e pOndet­
ing tho question. "Wheze to from 
here?" 

The decade of tho N"uietics and 
beyond will see additional pres• 
sures on communities like Sun 
City as life expectancy rises, 
more workers retire earlier and 
baby boomers reach retirement 
age. 

Demand for the Sun City con­
cept will continue, predicts 
Martha Moyer, Del Webb Corpo­
ration manager of community 
and public relations for Sun City 
West. She quotes a California 
survey that showed Phoenix 
ranks among the preferred loca• 
tions for retirement 

Californians now comprise 
about a third of the residents 
moving into Sun city West, which 
will ultimately have a population 
:iround 25,000. 

Webb is continuing to build 
smaller-scale Sun Cities in Tuc­
son and Las Vegas while explor­
ing additional Sunbelt locales. 

But what about the original 
Sun City's future after three 
decades? If the demands upon its 
lnlcrfaith Services are any mea­
sure, people's needs may -outrace 
available help. Tho goal of this 
viUII orpnizatlon is 10 help older 
people maintain their dignity and 
independence in their homes as 
Iona u possible. Bob Pan1bum, 
executive director, says, "Seven 

years ago, there were 264 people 
on our service lisL In 1989, we 
served 3 .SOO." That included 300 
contacts daily and 7,500 home 
visits. 

Expanded assistance to the 
growing number of homebound 
or handicapped people is llmiled 
only by financial resources. This 
year's budget Is $846,000, 
although as Pan1bum explains, 
"we are able to deliver $4 worlh 
of services for every $1 invested 
because of a host of volunteers.• 

Much fmancial support comes 
from the Sun City Community 
Fund which raises about 
$300,000 a year. This Fund also 
supports local transportation and 
other needs. 

Operating through the years 
without a municipal government, 
Sun City is under the Maricopa 
County government umbrella but 
relies on local volunteers to fulfill 
most community functions. Just 
months ago. it again asserted its 
independence by assuming full 
management of the Sun City Fire 
Dcpartmen.t 

The communi1y's claim to the 
Voiunteerism Capital of the 
World is well founded. The seven 
large recreation centers, repre­
senting an annual budget of S9.4 
million, are governed by a nine­
member volunteer board. Volun­
teers sustain many other groups 
such as: 

• Prides, keeping streets litter-
f rce; . 

• Sherirr·s Posse, performing 
police duties; 

• Sunshine Services, supplying 
medical equipment of residents; 

• Ambassadors, promotln1 Sun 
City nationally. 

The taraest oraanization is the 
Homeowners Association, which 

guards the interests of its 23, 374 
members and Sun City in gener­
al. Watchdogging tax issues for 
Sun Citians is the Taxpayers 
Association. 

Del E. Webb, an Arizona 
developer, always viewed Sun 
City as the most satisfying 
achievement of all his extensive 
construction projects, ranging 
from New York's Madison 
Square ·Gardon to the Phoenix 
Civic Plaza. While building Luke 
Air Force Base, he dreamed of 
developing a complete city 
geared for senior citizens. 

When the Webb Development 
Company launched the dream 
city, early growth was phenome­
nal. During the first month, Jan­
uary 1960, 400 homes and apart­
ments were sold. Ten· years later, 
there were 15,000 residenls, a 
figure that doubled by 1974. Now 
population exceeds 46,000. 

No hard-sell was necessary, 
according to John Dodt, one of 
Webb's first salesmen whose wife 
Nina was a pioneer hostess at lhc 
model homes. The environment 
and rccrca1ion were too attractive. 

Residing here since 1961. 1hc 
couple credits Sun City for their 
longevity. "TLC." Nina says, 
e~plaining, "Tender loving cli• 
mate." For his 90 years , John 
attributes an outdoor active life; 
and his wife, ten years his junior, 
agrees. "I'm still golfl!)g three 
times a week; she proud I y pro­
claims. 

All the amenities that original­
ly attracted the Dodts and Olhcrs 
continue today. Busy golf cours­
es, swimming pools and crafts 
centers testify to the lifestyle 
enjoyed by Sun Citlans. A plllce, 
it is said, where people arc too 
busy 10 retire . . . ... .. TI 
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trlappy birthday, Sun City! 
, . -
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Sun Clty'.r 30th annlversary 
parade, held Jan. 20 along 
107th Avenue, lncluded more 
than 40 partlclpan,s. Among 
those entered ln tlie parade. 
clQdwlse, from upper left, 
the MfchlgQn .Club -<?/. Sun 
City, a combined entourage of 
Sun City Bile Clubs,, several 
Amerlca~ Legion posu and 

a the Shrlners. . · : 
1 ... . . . 
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