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Sun City's 40th Anniversary Calendar 2000 
January 
9 Sun. Dinner/Dance at Sundial 13 Mon. Sun City Chamber Music Society 6 Sat. Prairie Home Companion 
10 Mon. Sun City Chamber Music Society presents the Carmina Quartet - Sundome 

presents Miami String Quartet 17 Fri. Luck of the Irish Program 6-7 S-Su Bowling Tournament 
12 Wed. Library Honors Sun City Authors 18 Sat. Fun Fair - Lakeview 6-7 S-Su Sundial Men's Golf Tournament 

at Luncheon 19 Sun. Sun Cities Symphony of the (Final) 
16 Sun. 40th Anniversary "Clayfest" West Valley 10 Wed. Library Honors Sun City 
18 Tues. Sun City Musicians Concert 21 Tues. Sun City Musicians Concert Authors at Luncheon 
23 Sun. Sun Cities Symphony of the 24 Fri. Festival Dance - all types (morning, 12 Fri. Mother's Day Program 

West Valley afternoon and evening) - Sundial 13-14 S-Su Bowling Tournament 
25 Tues. Loving Life Expo - Sundial 25 Sat. Fun Fair - Marionette 20 Sat. 3rd "Life Enrichment Seminar" 
27-28 Th-F Arizona State Shuffleboard Split 27 Mon. Music in the Park - Lakeview 

Singles Tournament (bring your own chair) June 
29 Sat. 1st "Life Enrichment Seminar" (ice cream, caramel corn and 

Lakes Club hot dogs) 6 Tues. Ice Cream Social - Lakeview 
14 Wed. Library Honors Sun City 

February pril Authors at Luncheon 

7 Mon. Sun City Chamber Music Society 1 Sat. Parade - Golf cars, antique cars, July 
presents "Chanticleer" bands, etc. 

9 Wed. Library Honors Sun City Authors (Starts at Bell and ends at Sundial) 4 Tues. Ring t hat Bell Ceremony & 

at Luncheon - food and entertainment Freedoms Foundation 

11 Fri. Lawn Bowl Tournament 1 Sat. Fun Fair - Fairway 4 Tues. Firecracker Bowling Party 
14 Mon. Volunteer Recognition Day 3 Mon. Sun City Chamber Music Society 5 Wed. Ice Cream Social - Lakeview 

Tanya Griffith Presentation presents Australian Chamber Orch. 12 Wed. Library Honors Sun City 

15 Tues. Sun City Musicians Concert 8 Sat. Fun Fair - Oakmont Authors at Luncheon 

27 Sun. Sun Cities Symphony of the 9 Sun. Sun Cities Symphony of the 
West Valley West Valley August 

28-29 M-T Arizona State Senior Olympics - 12 Wed. Library Honors Sun City 

Bocce Tournament Authors at Luncheon 5 Wed. Fraternal Day - Service Club 

15 Sat. Fun Fair - Sundial 9 Wed. Library Honors Sun City 

March 18 Tues. Sun City Musicians Concert Authors at Luncheon 

22 Sat. Fun Fair - Bell 23 Wed. Ice Cream Social - Lakeview 

4to April 30 23 Sun. Easter Sunrise Service - Sunbowl 
September Millennium Project by West Valley 28 Fri. Apple Dumpling Festival 

Art Museum 29-30 S-Su Sundial Men's Golf Tournament 
13 Wed. Library Honors Sun City 4-5 S-Su Men's Softball Tournament 

8 Wed. Library Honors Sun City Authors May Authors at Luncheon 

at Luncheon 
15 Fri. " Back to School" Quiz 

11 Sat. 2nd "Life Enrichment Seminar" 5 Fri. Pizza Party and Ice Cream Social 25 Mon. Variety Show - Sundial 

- Sundial 30 Sat. 4th "Life Enrichment Seminar" 



October 
1 Sun. Ballroom Dance - Sundial 
9 Mon. Food Fair and Entertainment -

Sunbowl 
11 Wed. Library Honors Sun City 

Authors at Luncheon 
15 Sun. Player - (play) 
17 Tues. Sun City Musicians Concert 
31 Tues. Turkey Bar BQ - Halloween 

Costume Contest - Sun Bowl 

November 
8 Wed. 

13 Mon. 
17 Fri. 

18 Sat. 

24-25 Fr-Sa 

Library Honors Sun City 
Authors at Luncheon 
Sun City Chamber Music Society 
Women's Invitational Golf 
Tournament - Lakes West 
Women's Invitational Golf 
Tournament - Willowcreek 
Sun City Arts & Crafts Festival 

December 
2 Sat. 5th " Life Enrichment Seminar" 
4-5 M-T AZ 21 st Women's Sr. Champion-

ship Bowling Tournament 
11 Mon. Sun City Chamber Music Society 
13 Wed. Library Honors Sun City 

Authors at Luncheon 
15 Fri. Christmas Decorated Boat 

Parade 
17 Sun. 4QthAnniversary Finale 

Celebration 

Sun City 40t h Anniversary 
15456 North 99th Avenue 
Sun City, Arizona 85351 

623-97 4-1541 

Thanks to volunteers, 
participating RecCenter Clubs 

and Sponsors 

Design and Printing Courtesy of 
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JUMPING ON BOARD 
Sponsors line up for SC's 40th anniversary 

~066 By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Organizers of Sun City's 40th 
anniversary celebration have been 
aggressive in their pursuit of spon
sors for the gala event," and it has 
paid off handsomely. 

A RI Z O 
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be on display at all major functions 
throughout the year. 

Perhaps the lucky winner of the 
Cadillac can further parlay his or 
her good fortune by winning anoth
er of the prizes - a lifetime supply 
of gasoline. furni shed by Union 76. 
T.he gasoline prize is provided by 
Mike Johnson, owner of Sun City 
Union 76 station at the corner of 
Bell Road and Boswell Boulevard. 

With the start of the communi
ty's 40th anniversary still several 
months away, the 40th Anniversary 
Steering Committee has arranged 
for an impressive list of items to be 
rafned throughout the course of the 
year-long celebration and secured 
substantial sponsorships. 

Pirst and foremost among the 
rafne items is a 2000 Cadillac. The 
$47,000 car has been donated by 
Lund Cadillac. 

The winner of the car will be 
selected in a December 2000 draw
ing. Raffle tickets are expected to 
go on sale in September. Chances 
will be$ IO each or three for $25. 

Circuit C ity has agreed to donate 
a 32-inch television. according to 
Doug Caravaggio, commillee mem
ber. 

A $6,000 e lectric golf car has 
been donated by E-Z Go Golf Car. 

A 1999 version of the Cadillac is 
expected to be delivered to the com
millec in mid-September and it will 

Sponsors have also been gener-

See ■ SPONSORS, Page 1 O 

■ SPONSORS 
ous in their giving. 

Wells Fargo is underwriting the 
kickoff · dinner Jan. 9 at Sundial 
Recreation Center. 

Ramada Express Hotel•Casino 
previously agreed to sponsor the 
accompanying dance. The 
Laughlin, Nev.,-based casino has 
arranged for an orchestra that fea
tures members of the original Glenn 
Miller Orchestra. 

The committee is attempting to 
persuade former . Phoenix Suns 
Connie Hawkins and Dick Van 
Arsdale to attend the Jan. 9 drn
ner/dance. 

They are also trying to attract 
another celebrity to be the grand 
marshal of an April parade that will 
feature the world's longest golf car 
procession. Willard Scott, longtime 
"Today Show" weatherman, has 
been approached to lead the parade, 
according Fran Park, committee 
chairman. 

In addition to the Wells Fargo 
and Ramada Express sponsorships 
for the dinner/dance, other contribu
tions have been made by the 
Phoenix Suns, $2,500; Phoenix 
Thunderbirds, $5,000; Fry's, $2,500 
and Shamrock Foods, $ I ,000. 

Mr. Caravaggio also mentioned 
the Arizona Diamondbacks have 

------ - - - -

From Pa~e 1 

pledged to at least match the Suns' 
contribution. 

Also, Hilco Mechanical is spon
soring 10,000 bumper stickers and 
Ken Meade Realty is sponsoring 
5,000 coffee mugs. 

"We are very grateful to our 
sponsors," Mr. Park said. 

The 40th anniversary celebration 
may also get a boost from the U.S. 
Postal Service, which is considering 
doing "a cancellation and first-day 
issue stamp," according to M r. 
Park. 

While pla_ns are being formulated 
for future events, Mr. Caravaggio 
reported sales of commemorative 
apparel are strong. 

Souvenir golf and T-shirts, and 
caps, all emblazoned with the 40th 
anniversary logo, initially went on 
sale at the Riverview pro shop but 
the public 's enthusiastic response 
led to the items now being on sale at 
all Sun City pro shops. 

The hats sell for $5; T-shirts are 
$7 and the collared golf shirts are 
$11. 

"We have already sold twenty to 
thirty dozen of the items," Mr. 
Caravaggio said. 

"We want to see everyone in Sun 
City outfitted in the T-shirts and 
golf shirts." 



Photo by MIKE RUSSOnndependent Newspapers 

Beaming with pride over their Sun City"40th anniversary coffee mugs are, 
from left, Chuck Dimmick, Lund Cadillac marketing manager; Ken Meade, 
owner Ken Meade Realty; Fran Park, chairman 40th Anniversary Steering 
Committee; Dick Brown, president Norwest of the Sun Cities; (foreground) 
Doug Caravaggio, 40th Anniversary Steering Committee member. Mr. 
Meade sponsored 5,000 of the coffee mugs which are emblazoned with the 
40th anniversary logo on one side and the Ken Meade Realty logo on the 
other. The mugs will be sold throughout the community's year-long 40th 
anniversary celebration. 
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Anniversary activities 

CELEBRATION To LAST THROUGHOUT YEAR 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

A 
n ambitious sched
ule of events is 
being planned to 
help Sun City cel
ebrates its 40th 

anniversary. 
The celebration kicked 

off with a gala 
dinner/dance and organiz
ers are hoping to finish 
with a fireworks display at 
year's end. In between 
there will be plenty of 
activities to help Sun 
Citians mark the communi
ty mi lestone. 

The featured event of the 
year will be a massive golf 
car parade April I. Warren 
Goodrich. former president 
of the Fiesta Parade, is 
assisting the 40th 
Anniversary Steering 

Official Headquarters 
The Sun City 40th Anniversary Committee has 

established its headquarters at a store in the 
Greenway Terrace Shopping Center, 15456 N. 
99th Ave., Sun City. 

An updated list of all celebrations and events is 
available at the facility, as well tickets for the 
anniversary raffle and a variety of anniversary 
merchandise and memorabilia. 

Call 623-97 4-1541 for information. 

Commillee with planning 
the parade. which will also 
include antique cars, bands 
and noats. 

The year's kickoff event 
was a dinner and dance 
held Jan. 9 at Sundial 
Recreation Center. 
Featuring music by a band 
that included several origi
nal members of the Glenn 
Miller Orchestra. the event 

allracted a sell-out crowd of 
over 700 residents. 

The Dance Committee 
has three other dances 
planned throughout the 
year. March 24-25. a dance 
festival will be held featur
ing round. square and line 
dancing. A ballroom dance 
wi II be held Sept. 17 and a 
holiday finale is planned for 
Dec. 17. That last affair will 

also be a ballroom dance. 
The April 7 dance will 

be a day-long affair includ
ing dance instructions. 

There will be no limit on 
allendance at the second 
dance because there will be 
no dinner. so dining tables 
will not be covering the 
dance noor. 

In addition. the commit
tee has compiled a com
memorati, e cookbook that 
contains favorite recipes of 
Sun City residents. 

Two food festivals are 
planned: one in April and 
the other in October. 

A multitude of other 
events are also planned and 
more may be added. 

An updated list of activi
ties may be obtained at the 
commi11ee·s headquarters 
in the Greenway Terrace 
Shopping Center. 

GoLF CAR PARADE To BE WoRLD's LARGEST 
A memorable April 

Fool's Day is promised Sun 
Citians by members of the 
community 's 40th 
Anniversary Committee. 

As part of the year-long 
celebration of Sun City's 
40th anniversary, the com
millee will stage an event 
April I that is sure to touch 
home with Sun City's resi
dents - a gigantic golf car 
parade. 

The procession of an 
expected 300 golf cars, 
mounted units, bicyclists, 
clowns and bands will step 
out lively at IO a.m. from 
Bell Recreation Center 
headed for Sundial 
Recreation Center. 

Parade participants will 
traverse a 2.6-mile route to 
the finish. 

Departing the Bell 
Recreation Center parking 

A parade 
billed as ''the 
larges t golf 
car parade in 
the world'' is 
scheduled for 
April 1 through 
the streets of 
Sun City. The 
event begins 
at Bell Center 
and ends at 
Sundial. Al 
left , a photo 
taken during a 
parade cele
brating Sun 
City's 30th 
birthday. 

Photo by Bret McKeand/lndependent Newspaper 

lot, the procession continues 
west on llutton Drive to Del 
Webb Boulevard. where it 
wi ll bend south to Burns 
A venue and then east to 

Boswell Boulevard before 
ending up in the Sundial 
parking lot, where refresh
ments and music will be 
avai lable. 

Parade prizes. 
Prizes to bti given away dur
ing the parade: 
• Trip for 2 to London. 
• Air conditioning/heat ing 
unit installed, courtesy 
Canyon State AJC. 
• Set of Michelin Tires, cour• 
lesy S & S Tires. 
• Microwave oven, courtesy 
Denny's TV. 
• Satellite dish plus installa
tion. courtesy of All 
American. 
• One year of free haircuts 
by Lakes West Barber 
Shop. 
• Free Cox cable installa
tion, plus three months of 
free service. 
• Free car wash, courtesy 
Texaco 
• $40 gift certificate at 
Pickard Travel. 
• $250 foo_d certificate at 
ABCO. 
• $1 00 food certificate at 
Safeway. 
• $1 00 certificate at A.A. 
Wilde Fine Jewelry. 
• Set of golf car tires, cour
tesy Big O Tires. 
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Sun City at 40: A Retrospective 

The Freedom Shrine, located in Memorial 
Garden at Bell Recreation Center, is sponsored 
by the Sun Cities Exchange Club and contains 
copies of some of our nation's most important 
and historic documents. 

Jane Freeman, former 
president of the Sun 

Cities Historical 
Society, speaks dur

ing a Fourth of July 
"Ring Thal Bell" 

Ceremony in 
Memorial Garden. 

. ~- -

,,_.,-· 1 ... 

Before it all began. Youngtown - as it appeared in 1955, five years 
before Sun City opened. After looking at Youngtown, Del Webb was 
intrigued by the concept of a seniors-only community and soon thereafter 
began drawing up plans for Sun City. When this photo was taken . 
Youngtown had the West Valley all to itself. 

The sundial at Sundial Rec Center: Largest 
man-made sundial in North America. 

The West Valley Art Museum was built with 
donations from Sun Citians. Although located in 
Surprise, the museum was originally planned lo 
be built on a site near 111 th Avenue and 
Thunderbird Road. Officials went so far as to 
hold "official" groundbreaking ceremonies in the 
early 1980s at the origiQal site. On hand were. 
from left, Dr. Obadiah Harris of ASU, Duane 
Von Fange, Spencer Earnshaw, president of 
the then-Sun City Art Museum, and Phil Brant 
of the Del E. Webb Development Co. 
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COME JOIN OUR 
' 10TH ANNIVERSARY IN OUR OLD HOUSE 

AND • 
40TH ANNIVERSARY OF SUN CITY 

22TH ANNIVERSARY OF SUN CITY WEST 

JANUARY 11 TH ROUGH 14 

1:00 TO 4:00 P.M. 

DISPLAYS AS WE WERE 
IN THE 60'S, ?O'S, 80' S, 90'S 

RECOGNIZING 

THE VISIONARIES 
January 11 

THE VOLUNTEERS 
January 12 

THE ARTS, CRAFTS, CLUBS 
January 13 

SPORTS 

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
10801 OAKMONT DR, SUN CITY 

(623) 974-2568 

Refreshments served each day 
'-: ~ 

Il l!!! 
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DINNER DANCE 
JANUARY 9m 2000 

6:30 - 10:30 PM 
INFORMATION 

Thank you for joining our 40th Anniversary" Kick-Off". All tickets have a table number, 
and a ticket number. As you face the Sun Dial Auditorium Entrance, the even 
numbered tables are on the right, and odd number tables are on the left . 

. There will be a colored cloth napkin at your table in the water glass. Please enter the 
nearest buffet line with the same color as your napkin, 

The Sun City Pom Pom girls will assist you in locating table and buffet line. 

Please retain your ticket stub for exiting and returning to the auditorium. 

Men mYfil wear tie & jacket, and women a dress or slacks. N,Q shorts, etc .. 

Do NOT "BRING YOUR OWN BOTTLES" (BYOB). You will not be admitted. 

Keep your tickets in a safe place until the ''Kick-Off" . No REFUNDS OR REPLACEMENT 
FOR LOST TICKETS IS PERMITTED. 

Tossed Green Salad 

Roast Sirloin of Beef 

Baked Potato 

Fruit Punch 

MmY 

Relish tray Rolls & Butter 
Fresh Fruit Salad 

Chicken Cordon Blue Peppered Cod 

Peas and Carrots Green Beans Almondine 

Regular or Deca.ff Coffee 

Cake and Ice Cream 

No Host Bars will be set up between the Auditorium and Swimming Pool, beginning at 
6:00PM. 

Beer $2.00 Wine $2.50 Mixed Drinks $3.50 
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Schulzes unveil new words 
to popular Sun City song 
Tune debuts prior to Rec Centers meeting 

As a tribute to Sun City, for the 
community's 25th anniversary, 
Dutch Schultz wrote a song 
exto lling the pleasures of living in 
Sun City. 

On the eve of the community's 
40th anniversary, Mr. Schultz has 
penned new words lo the "Sun City 
U.S.A." song to commemorate the 
landmark. He and his wife, Dee, 
will <lebut the new song prior to the 
next meeting of the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City, Inc. board o f 
directors. 

The meeting will be held 9 a.m. 
Dec. 16 in the Sundial Recreation 
Cente r auditorium, and will feature 
a festive atmosphere, comple te with 
holiday re freshments. 

The new words to "Sun City 
U.S.A." are as follows: 

A city o f beauty was built on the 
desert 

By a great man with vision and 
dreams 

He gave it the charm, so gentle 
and warm 

With nature as a part of the 
scheme 

With the touch o f a master, he 
added a feeling o f love and things 
that are fine 

And right fro m the start, he added 
a heart 

To withstand the pass ing of time 

Chorus: Sun City U.S.A. 
ls so outstanding in every way 
It 's great in the west and we' re 

here to stay 
In Sun C ity U.S.A. - In Sun 

City U.S.A. 

The moonbeams that play, 
through the palm trees that sway 

And the stars that light up the 
night 

The Southweste rn sunset a sight 
to behold 

It 's love. yes love at first sight 
T his c ity of beauty will last 

through the ages 
For all who may pass this way 
If ever the re was a heaven o n 

earth 
It 's Sun City U.S.A. 
Chorus 
Just what makes our c ity so 

graceful and pre tty 
Are the fo lks who stand side by 

side 
To pitch in when needed and not 

be defeated 
It's a thing in nature called pride 
Del Webb was this great man -

who gave us this great plan 
Along with a dream to uphold 
We'll follow this lead and always 

succeed 
Sun City will never grow o ld 
Chorus 
It's been forty years since he 

d rove the last nai l 
In this beautiful city of dreams 
His love lingers on from dawn 

until dawn 
Still walking our streets, so it 

seems 
With the help of the Posse and 

PRIDES by the hundreds 
And volunteers by the score 
We honor Del Webb, who died 

July Fourth 
In nineteen seventy four. 
Chorus 
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■ DINNER 

Doug Caravaggio. 40th 
Anniversary Committee member, 
said that now seems. unlikely. ln 
their stead, members of the Arizona 
Diamondbacks who live year-round 
in the Valley will be sought. accord
ing to Mr. Caravaggio. 

"This is going to be a fantastic 
event," Mr. Caravaggio said. 

The dinner/dance is the first of 
dozens of planned events through
out the year. including an April 
attempt to establish a record for the 
longest golf car parade. Event orga-

nizers are still trying to secure a 
big-name g rand marshal. 

ln addition, the 40th Anniversary 
Committee has generated excite
ment by arranging for numerous 
valuable prizes to be awarded dur
ing a series of raffles. 

First and foremost among the 
raffle items is a 2000 Cadillac. The 
$47,000 car has been donated by 
Lund Cadillac. 

The winner of the car will be 
selected in a December 2000 draw
ing. Raffle tic kets sales began last 

weekend during the annual arts and 
c rafts festival at Sundial Recreation 
Center. Chances are $ IO each or 
three for $25, and will be avai lable 
at all the special events throughout 
the year. 

The anniversary celebration 
recently got a boost when the 
Greenway Te rrace Merchants 
Association donated $2,000 to have 
40th anniversary banners hung on 
light poles in the shopping center·s 
parking lot. 

So that Sun Citians can show 
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their support for the landmark occa
s ion. the anniversary committee has 
➔0th anniversary apparel for sale at 
all Sun City golf course pro shops. 
Items include golf shirts and T
shirts and caps. all e mblazoned 
with the 40th anniversary logo. 

The hats sell for $5; T-shirts are 
$7 and the collared golf shirts are 
$ 11. 

"We want to see everyone in Sun 
City outfitted in the T-shirts and 
golf shins;· Mr. Carvaggio said. 
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WHAT'S COOKIN'? 
Anniversary committee compiles 
book of Sun City's favorite recipes 

If you are looking for an 
interesting recipe to prepare for 
the holidays, there are plenty 
available in " What 's Cook in' ," 
the cookbook compiled by the 
S un C ity 40th Anni versary 
Commillee. 
· The book, a collec tion of 
some of the best recipes of Sun 
Citians, features a four-page 
"Glimpse into the First Forty 
Years," a history of Del Webb's 
vision for an active retirement 
lifestyle. The historical rencc
tion was produced by the Sun 
City Historical Society. 

Also contained in the book 
are a number of helpful hints 
on the preparation of vari_ous 
foods and cooking processes, 
inc luding the microwave 
approach, a page of measure
ment and substitutions, an 
equivalency char1, a two-page 
calorie counter and a glossary 
of cooking terms. 

Recipes are divided into 
eight categories: appetizers and 
beverages; soups, salads and 
vegetables; main dishes and 
casseroles; meat, poultry and 
seafood ; breads and rolls; pies, 

pastries and desserts, cakes, can
dies and cookies; and healthy 
choices. 

The book sells for $8 and can 
be purchased at the 40th 
Anniversary office located near 
ABCO in Greenway Terrace, 
154556 N. 99th Ave. It will also 
be available at several upcoming 
events, inc luding the annual arts 
and crafts fair at Sundial 
Recreation Center, Nov. 26 and 
27. 

Printing of the book is spon
sored by Ci tizens Water 
Resources and all proceeds go to 
the Sun City Foundation to offset 
expenses of the year-long 
anniversary celebration, and for 
charit ies. 

In other 40th anniversary 
news, the Bocce C lub of Sundial 
Recreation Center donated $500 
and will participate in activities 
by hosting the Arizona State 
Sen ior Olympics Bocce 
Tournament , Feb. 28 and 29. 



Book cooks up blend 
of food, local history 
Publication hails Sun City 40th anniversary 
By LANCE W. EVANS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN Nov. 3, 1999 

T ake a measure of local histo
. ry, a pinch of civic pride a nd 

a pa ntry full of recipes from 
a large number of experi

enced homemakers and you have ... 
t he 40th a nniversa ry edition of 
"What's Cookin'," a collection of meals 
- from a ppetizers and beverages to 
desserts a nd other sweet treats that 
have been popula r with the book's 
many contributors. 

The 160-plus page book is an inter
esting com pendium of recipes, helpful 
hints, baking tips, info rmation on 
s pices, vegetables and fruits. There 
a re also sections on cooking terms, a 
calorie counter , how to extend r ecipes 
for la rge qua ntities, measurements 
a nd substitutions and, microwave 
efficiency. 

M a r ga r et Brown served as 

chair person for the project, with a 
committee of David Broomfield, Dick 
Elton, Ruby Fox, Cathar ine Griffin, 
Opal Helm, Verva H uff, Ann Kruke, 
Fra n Moheit, Ma rge Murphy, Mildred 
Selinsky, Jan Summers, Leona 
Thompson a nd Betty Tudor. 

The historical aspect of the publica
t ion was produced by the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society. It is a con
cisely written, but comprehensive look 
at the birth and growth of Sun City, 
as well as many of the communities 
assets. 

The publication is h ard cover with 
a spiral binding. Ii was printed by 
Cookbooks by Morris Press of Kear
ney, Neb., which specializes in the 
printing of small-run cookbooks 

Three thousand copies of the book 
have been printed. They will sell for 
$8 each. 

E B. McGovern1Daily News-Sun 

Marge Murphy enjoys a meal at the Oakmont Recreation Center. Members of the center contributed to the 40th 
anniversary Sun City cookbook, on table in foreground. 
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Golf cars on parade 
Organizers plan for record-setting event 

By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

It's not an April Fool's joke. 
The Sun City 40th Anniversary 

Steering Committee is serious 
about the community making its 
mark in history. 

An auempt to get Sun City 
entered into the Guinness Book of 
World Records will culminate in 
what is hoped will be the longest
ever golf car parade. 

The procession will wend its way 
from the Bell Recreation Center to 
Sundial Recreation Center on April 
1. 

In a community noted for its 
abundance of golf cars and its resi
dents' proclivity for using the 
alternative mode of transportation, 
accomplishing the record-breaking 
achievement should be a distinct 
possibility. 

"We estimate there are some
where in the neighborhood of seven 
thousand to eight thousand golf cars 
in Sun City," said Phyllis Roach, 
Steering Committee member. 

"About half of them are regis
tered with the Recreation Centers," 
she continued. \'If we get five hun
dred to a thousand of them, we will 
have a lot." 

Entries must be decorated. "No 

'' We estimate there are 
somewhere in the 

neighborhood of seven 
thousand to eight 

thousand golf cars 
in Sun City 
Phyllis Roach 

Member, 40th Anniversary 
Steering Committee 

one on wants to look at just golf 
cars," Mrs. Roach said. 

"Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow is the theme," she said. 
"It is somewhat general, so it allows 
a great deal of latitude for decorat
ing." 

The idea of a lengthy golf-car 
procession has been enthusiastical
ly embraced by many residents, 
Mrs. Roach noted. 

" I understand we have some fan
tastic ideas," she said. "Some are 
planning some really elaborate dec
orations." 

A panel of judges wi ll select win
ners in various categories and 
prizes wi'll be awarded. 

Although specific prizes have yet 
to be determined, Mrs. Roach 
assures participants '·we will have 
some nice prizes." 

Among the prize possibilities is a 
trip on British Airways. 

"British Airways has said they 
would like to do some sponsoring 
of events," Mrs. Roach said. 

There is no entry fee for the 
parade. Entry is limited to Sun City 
residents and all golf cars must be 
licensed and insured. Deadline to 
enter is Dec. J 5. 

The April I parade will com
mence at JO or 10:30 a.m. The exact 
starting time has not been deter-

mined yet, Mrs. Roach mentioned. 
In addition 10 the golf cars, the 

parade is expected to include 
antique cars, clowns, equestrian 
units, floats, bands, bicyclists and 
an honor guard from Luke Air Force 
Base. 

The parade will take the vehicles 
on a serpentine route from the Bell 
Recreation Center parking lot to the 
lot at Sundial Recreation Center, a 
route of approximately 2.6 miles. 

"That will give us enough room 
to string out the golf cars," Mrs. 
Roach explained. Entertainment and 
food will be available at Sundial fol
lowing the parade. 
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Sun City 40th anniversary team 
seeks more volunteer assistance 

By Jeannette Ryder 
Speclal Correspondent/ Arizona Senior World 

When the committee for the 40th 
anniversary celebraUons first got together 
tn August 1998, their goal was to raJse 
enough money throughout the year 2000 
to fund a specially equipped van for resi
dents of Sun City who need lransportaUon 
to go to recreation centers and doctors 
appointments and to attend functions and 
local activ1Ues, etc. At thJs polnl they have 
successfully collected enough to purchase 
one $50.000 vehlcle and are well on their 
way to purchasing a second. 

All enterprises. Including the main 40th 
and all other planning COmmiUees are car
ried out by volunteers and all proceeds 
from the various events and souvenir sales 
go direcUy Into the fund. 

The committee ls also looking for a few 
more volunteers to help staff the 40th 
anniversary office on a partUme basis. If 
you are Interested In helping out or would 
Just like to know more about the actMUes 
that are planned please call 623-974-
1541. 

The 40th annlversary celebrations are 
not only for the residents of Sun City. All 
the events are open to everyone and espe
cially West Valley residents. 

Friday, October 6, 10 am.-noon, ls the 
fourth "Life Enrichment Seminar· at 
Boswell Support Center Bldg. 10401 W. 
Thunderbird, free admission. 

Monday, October 9, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
there will be a Food Fair at the Sun Bowl, 

107th Avenue, South of Peoria Ave. 
Admission Is free but there Is a food 
charge. On-going entertainment Is the 
highlight of this day ,v1th dlfferent per
formers every hour. There will also be 
health screentngs and raille prizes. 

On Wednesday, October 11, at 11 a.m. 
the library honors S.C. authors In the 
Hoover Room. Free admission. $5 buffet 
charge . . 

Sunday, October 15. 7:30 p.m.-9:30 
p.m .. "Caught In Del Webb's Web Play· at 
MountaJn View Rec. Center. free admis
sion. 

Tuesday, October 17. 7:30 p.m.-9:30 
p.m. Sun City Musicians Concert at the 
Sundlal Rec. Center. Free admission. 

Halloween Is celebrated on Tuesday. 
October 31. with a Hallo,veen Turkey Bar
becue at the Sun Bowl. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Admission Is free ,v1th a food charge per 
person for the barbecue. Visitors are 
encouraged to wear a Halloween costume 
and prizes Will be given for the "scarlesL • 

To find out more about all the events 
listed here please call 623-97 4-1541. 
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Sun City's 40th anniversary: A reason to celebrate 
Forty years may not 

seem like a long 
time, but some 

neighborhoods and 
communities in this 
great nation of ours 

have come and 
gone in lesser time 

periods. 

History in the making ... 

By Bret McKeand 
Publisher, Independent Newspapers 

This year marks the 40th anniver
sary of the nation\ most famous 
retireme nt community and our news
paper joins the 40th Anniversary 
Committee in encouraging residents to 
celebrate the occasion. 

Fony years may not seem like a 
long time. but some ne ighborhoods 
and communities in this great nation 
of ours have come and ~one in lesser 
time periods. 

Not Sun City. It 's just as vibrant, 
strong and allractive today as it was 

40 years ago. Home values remain 
strong. Ne ighbors still know their 
neighbors. Volunteers still help worthy 
community causes. 

What is it that makes our commu
nity so spec ial? The people? The 
organizations? T he amenities? The 
common values? Maybe it 's a combi
nation of all of 1he$e and more. 

We 'd like to know your feel ings 
about your community. Over the next 
I I months, the Independent will pub
lish a special ''anni versary page" the 
last edi tion of every month. This page 
wi ll include photos from our archives, 
a look back at the communiry's histo-

ry through our front pages through the 
years and comments and recollections 
from our readers. 

Whether you're a Sun City Pioneer 
or a new resident, we invite you 10 

send us your thoughts about your 
community: Your fondest memories of 
the past and why you think Sun City 
remains so popular after 40 years. 

I was fortunate enough to be one of 
those to witness Sun City's 25th 
anniversary celebration. The commu
nity spirit, pride and enthusiasm 
remains etched in my memory. 

It 's time to do it again! Let 's cele
brate! 

ARIZON 

;ANN I 

Welcome to Sun City! Visitors to the retirement community in the 
early 1960s were greeted by a water fountain located at 107th and 
Grand avenues, then the "downtown" of Sun City. 

Play Ball! The Cactus League and the Milwaukee Brewers called 
Sun City home tor many years. Hall of Fame players such as Hank 
Aaron, Rollie Fingers, Rod Carew and Reggie Jackson at one time 
or another played before local residents. The stadium was located 
on the northwest corner of 111 th and Grand avenues. An apartment 
complex now sits on the site, but the stadium's outfield wall remains 
and can still be spotted by passersby. 

Fun and games! "Active" retirement was the key word for Del Webb 
when it promoted the new community. A pleasant climate, affordable 
homes and a plethora of amenities all contributed to the success of 
Sun City. Residents then - and now - had plenty of activities to 
keep them busy. Above, lawn bowlers at Fairway Recreation Center 
- then known at Town Hall Recreation Center - take to the greens. 
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ous in their giving. 

JUMPING ON BOARD 
Wells Fargo is underwriting the 

kickoff dinner Jan. 9 at Sundial 
Recreation Center. 

Ramada Express Hotel•Casino 
previously agreed to sponsor the 
accompanying dance. The 
Laughlin, Nev.,-based casino has 
arranged for an orchestra that fea
tures members of the original Glenn 
Miller Orchestra. 

pledged to at least match the Suns' 
contribution. • 

Also, Hilco Mechanical is spon
soring 10,000 bumper stickers and 
Ken Meade Realty is sponsoring 
5,000 coffee mugs. Sponsors line up for SC's 40th anniversary "We are very grateful to our 
sponsors," Mr. Park said. 

By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Organizers of Sun City's 40th 
anniversary celebration have been 
aggressive in their pursuit of spon
sors for the gala event, and it has 
.paid off handsomely. 

With the start of the communi
ty's 40th anniversary still several 
months away, the 40th Anniversary 
Steering Committee has arranged 
for an impressive list of items to be 
raffled throughout the course of the 
year-long celebration and secured 
substantial sponsorships. 

First and foremost among the 
raffle items is a 2000 Cadillac. The 
$47,000 car has been donated by 
Lund Cadillac. 

$ 
ARIZO 

The winner of the car will be 
selected in a December 2000 draw
ing. Raffle tickets are expected to 
go on sale in September. Chances 
wi ll be $10 each or three for $25. 

A 1999 version of the Cadillac is 
expected to be delivered to the com
mittee in mid-September and it wi ll 

be on display at all major functions 
throughout the year. 

Perhaps the lucky winner of the 
Cadillac can further parlay his or 
her good fortune by winning apoth
er of the prizes - a lifetime supply 
of gasoline, furnished by Union 76. 
The gasoline prize is provided by 
Mike Johnson, owner of Sun City 
Union 76 station at the comer of 
Bell Road and Boswell Boulevard. 

Circuit City has agreed to donate 
a 32-inch television, according to 
Doug Caravaggio, committee mem
ber. 

A $6,000 electric golf car has 
been donated by E-Z Go Golf Car. 

Sponsors have also been gener-

The committee is attempting to 
persuade former Phoenix Suns 
Connie Hawkins and Dick Van 
Arsdale to attend the Jan. 9 din
ner/dance. 

They are also trying to attract 
another celebrity to be the grand 
marshal of an Apri l parade that will 
feature the world's longest golf car 
procession. Willard Scott, longtime 
"Today Show" weatherman, has 
been approached to lead the parade, 
according Fran Park, committee 
chairman. 

In addition to the Wells Fargo 
and Ramada Express sponsorships 
for the dinner/dance, other contribu
tions have been made by the 
Phoenix Suns, $2,500; Phoenix 
Thunderbi rds, $5,000; Fry's, $2,500 
and Shamrock Foods, $ 1,000. 

Mr. Caravaggio also mentioned 
the Arizona Diamondbacks have 

The 40th anniversary celebration 
may also get a boost from the U.S. 
Postal Servjce, which is considering 
doing "a cancellation and first-day 
issue stamp," according to Mr. 
Park. 

While plans are being formulated 
for future events, Mr. Caravaggio 
reported sales of commemorative 
apparel are strong. 

Souvenir golf and T-shirts, and 
caps, all emblazoned with the 40th 
anniversary logo, initia lly went on 
sale at the Riverview pro shop but 
the public's enthusiastic response 
led to the items now being on sale at 
a ll Sun City pro shops. 

The hats sell for $5; T-shirts are 
$7 and the collared golf shirts are 
$ I 1.- . 

"We have already sold· twenty to 
thirty dozen of the items," Mr. 
Caravaggio said. 

"We want to see everyone in Sun 
C ity outfitted · in the T-shirts and 
golf shirts." 

Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

Beaming with pride over their Sun C_ity 40th an~iversary coff~e mugs are, 
from left, Chuck Dimmick, Lund Cadillac marketing mana~er, Ken Meade, 
owner Ken Meade Realty; Fran Park, chairman 40th Anniversary Steering 
Committee; Dick Brown, president Norwest ~f the Sun ~ 1t1es; (foreground) 
Doug Caravaggio, 40th Anniversary Steering Committee membe_r. Mr. 
Meade sponsored 5,000 of the coffee mugs which are emblazoned with the 
40th anniversary logo on one side and the Ken Meade Realty logo on the 
other. The mugs will be sold throughout the community's year-long 40th 
anniversary celebration. 
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Sun City to celebrate 40 years of active life 
By Connie Cone Sexton 
The Arizona Republic 

SUN CITY - Fran Park wants the world to 
know there is li fe after retirement. 

Park and fellow members of the Sun City 
40th Anniversary Committee are hoping to get 
that message out as they lure the national 
spotlight on the retirement community in 2000. 

The committee is planning a yearlong 
celebration to kick off in January to mark Sun 
City's start on Jan. I, 1960. 

If ihe reti rees can get the attention of the 
country, there's hope they want to send, Park 
said. 

"We want to help people see there is a 

meaningful li fe, a quality of life long after 
retirement," he said. " I think we can take the 
pressure off people. So relax, it doesn't all have 
to get done before age 65." 

Park moved to Sun City 15 years ago to serve 
as pastor of Faith Presbyterian Church in the 
community. He didn 't retire until April I, I 998, 
when he was 65. 

Living in Sun City has been wonderful, and 
Park wants people to see the fun residents have 
in the community. He said the yearlong 
schedule of events the anniversary committee is 
planning will help get that across. 

Those who haven't retired yet can come to 
the celebration and see what ·s in store for them, 

Park said. 
"My theory is the most uptight people , 

those in the 35- to SO-years-old group. Thi 
people have too many debts, too mr 
mortgages and are trying to do it all .'' 

Celebrating the 40th anniversary wa~ , 
important to squeeze into just a day or , 
month of events. Park said. 

A dinner-dance featuring former member< 
the Glenn Miller Band will kick off the vear 
Jan. 9 at the Sundial Recreation Center. 
variety of programs will be held that month · 
through December. including ice-cream soci 

music in the park. Sun City author 
luncheons and a series of five 
enrichment seminars featuring na
tional. an? local . speakers. Among 
the highlights wrll be the April I 
"World's Largest Golf Cart Parade.'' 

Committee member Doug Cara
vaggio, a Sun City resident since 
the 1970s, is helping with fund
raising. 

_The committee, which is trying to 
raise about $200,000, is looking for 
more corporate sponsors. 

Among Caravaggio's success 
stories is getting Lund Cadillac to 
donate a $47,000 car for some lucky 
winner during the December 2000 
celebration finale. 

Caravaggio hopes to tap some 
well-known people for the events 
through the year. 

"We're going to try and get 
Willard Scott as grand marshal of 
the parade," he said. 

To spread the word about the 
celebration, Caravaggio said area 
shopping centers will hang banners 
advertising what's happening that 
month. 

" W~'_re goi~g to get people into 
the sprnt of thmgs," he said. 

Park ~aid Val_ley residents might 
be surprised at Just how active Sun 
City residents are. People should 
embrace retirement, he said. 

'.'We want to let people know that 
reti~ement is n_ot sitting in a rocking 
chair and twiddling your thumbs 
and wondering what happens next." 

Connie Cone Sexton can be reached at 
(602) 444-7118 or at connie.sexton@p
ni.com. 
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In Sun City, it's hip to be 40 
Planning group 
amasses donations 
for celebration 
By JEFF OWENS 
:JAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Money, corporate sponsorships and 
promotional item deals continue to 
pour into the increasingly busy hands 
) f Sun City's 40th Anniversary 
'.::ommittee. 

At Tues
:lay's meeting 
)f the group, 
:...und Cadil-
ac's Chuck 

J immick said 
he brand-new 
ux ury car 
hat will be 

s 
ARIZO 

.von by the lucky Sun Citian with the 
·ight raffie ticket could be delivered 
or display as early as mid-September. 

The yearlong celebration kicks off 
Tan. 9 with a 750-guest dinner dance 
n Sundial Auditorium. 

Dimmick said the $47,000 Cadillac 
JeVille donated by the dealership 
n ight even be "decked out a little" as 

Sun City 40th Anniversary edition. 

Committee member Doug Caravag
' io drew a hearty laugh when he 
sked Dimmick, "What else can you 
o for us besides the Cadillac?" 

The committee continues to look at 
1ids on a variety of promo items -
,ookmarks, license plate frames, 
·efrigerator magnets, letter openers, 
,easuring spoons. If it can be plas
!red with a 40th anniversary logo, 
1e committee is interested. 

Steve Chernak/Dally News-Sun 

Members of the Sun City 40th Anniversary Committee discuss promotional opportunities during a meeting Tuesday. 

Chairman Fran Park suggested 
that perhaps little stuffed hippopot
a mi were in order. 

"The thought was, 'It's hip to be 
40,"' he said. 

Park also noted that celebrity 
guests for the celebration will likely 
include NBC weatherman Willard 
Scott and former basketball greats 
Connie Hawkins and Dick Van 

Arsdale. 
Car avaggio said m ore than 30 

dozen shirts have already been sold, 
and that Wells Fargo-Norwest Bank 
had just signed on to pick up the tab 
for the Jan. 9 dinner dance. 

Park added that one raffle prize will 
be a lifetime supply of free gasoline 
from Union 76. 

Anniversary sponsors also include 

the Del E . Webb Corp., Ramada 
Express, Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Arizona, Circuit City, Ken Meade 
Realty, Sun Health and Arizona Pub
lic Service. 

The celebration lasts until Dec. 17 
and will feature monthly events cen
tering on the world's largest golf car 
parade on April 1. 
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Preparing for a celebratio1,1 
40th anniversary· apparel goes on sale 

By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Gimpel-designed logo on the back, 
are priced at $7 each. The golf 
shirts, also bearing the logo, sell for 

P 
eople a~omed in T-shirts, , $1_1 ~~iece _and the hats _are $5 :each. 

LIP)golf shuts and baseball Tax 1s apphcable on all items. 
· l caps emblazoned with the' ,: . 'The Recreation Centers board of 

Sun City 40th anniversary directors granted the Anniversary 
logo should be appearing Committee permission to sell the 

around the community soon. commemorative clothing at the pro 
The 40th Anniversary Committee shop. Proceeds will be turned over 

took delivery of the bulk of its ini- to the committee and the Sun City 
tial order of commemorative wear- Foundation to fund 40th anniver
ing apparel last week and immedi- sary celebration events. The help of 
ately transported dozens of each the Foundation was enlisted to 
item to the Riverview Golf Course allow donations for the 40th 
pro shop, 16401 Del Webb Blvd., anniversary celebration to be tax-
where they are on sale. deductible. · 

T-shirts, bearing the Max "These items make wonderful 

commemorative gifts," said Doug 
Caravaggio, a committee member. 
"We want to see everyone wearing 
this fortieth anniversary items. 

Items will be on sale through the 
.. remainder of this year and through 

Thanksgiving of 2000, according to 
the Rev. Fran Park, committee 
chairman. "If we run out of items, 
we will reorder them," he said. 

The committee will also offer 
40th anniversary souvenir cook
books for sale. "The cookbook just 
went to the printer," explained 
Phyllis Roach, committee· member. 
"We should have copies for review 
in about six weeks and they should 
go on sale in the fal l." 

VF 40t h ANNI VERSARY 

Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

Sun City's 40th Anniversary Committee members examine a shipme_nt of 
commemorative apparel delivered last week by Adams ScreenPnnt & 
Design. Inspecting the merchandise were, from left, Jason Adams, owner_of 
Adams ScreenPrint & Design, and committee members Doug Caravaggio, 
Fran Park, chairman, Phyllis Roach and George Hartman. 
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_Sun City 40th anniversary logo inodernized 
?ouvenirs bearing colorful logo should go on sale soon 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

. 

. Sun City's 40th Anniversary 
Committee recently encountered a 
minor roadblock, but after double
clutching, the committee is again in 
high gear, moving forward with 
plans for a year-long celebration in 
the year 2000. 

Pl an ning for the landmark 
anniversary celebration began last 
October and from the outset, the 
committee had used a logo designed 
by local artist Max Gimpel. 

However, it was felt that a new, 
more futuristic logo was needed and 
the committee enlisted the assis
tance of Arizona Public Service to 
come up with a new logo. 

The logo was also revised 
because of a potential copyright 
infringement si nce Mr. Gimpel's 
design incorporated aspects of Sun 
City's logo developed by the Del 
Webb Development Company. 

"Del Webb was not enthused 
about the logo," said Phyllis Roach, 
a.committee member. However, the 
new logo meets with their approval 

'. The company that pioneered the 
ll)aster-planned retirement commu-

nity is "considering assisting with 
the enrichment series, printing 
accordion fold brochures, locating 
key people for events, placing 
national publicity and helping with 
the media calendar for local use," 
reported Jane Freemen. 

In addition to designing the new 
logo, APS will, also print new sta
tionery for the committee, accord
ing to Mrs. Roach. 

The logo redesign has temporari
ly held up the printing of commem
orative T-shirts, golf shirts, hats and 
cookbooks, but the items will be 

ready for sa,le soon. 
Hats will be sold for $5, 

T-shirts will go for $7 and the golf 
shirts will carry an $11 price tag, 
according to committee member 
Doug Caravaggio. 

Samples will also be on displayat 
other Sun City pro shops. 

"The hats, T-shirts and golf shirts 
will be sold at Riverview Golf 
Course," Mr. Caravaggio added. 

Meantime, the committee has 
been busy lining up sponsors and 
donated items to be used for raffles. 

Leading the list of donations is a 
Cadillac from Lund Cadillac. The 
car will be on display at most 40th 
anniversary events and raffle tickets 
will be available at the sites. 

Circuit City has agreed to donate 
a big-screen television for raffle. 

Other donations of goods, ser
vices or money have been received 
from: Recreation Centers of Sun 
City, Inc ., Bell Ceramics Club, 
Oakmont Men's Club, Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield of Arizona, 
Sundial Dance Club, Lakeview 
Ceramics Club, Stretch and 
Exercise Club. 

Also, Aquatic Club, 
Grandmother and Friends· Club, 
Lakeview Lawn Bowling, Sun City 
Clay Club, Artistic Weavers Club, 
Phoenix Area Chapter Freedoms 
Foundation of Valley Forge, 
Choraliers Club, Norwest Bank, 
Citizens Util ities , Sun City 

Ballroom Dance Club and 
American-Italian Bilingual Club. 

Another generous donation has 
been received from Arizona 
Partners, which has provided, at not 
cost, the committee's office space in 
the Greenway Terrace at 15412 N. 
99th Ave., next to Ford Travel. The 
office phone number is 974-1541. 

The anniversary year's kickoff 
event will be a Jan. 9 dinner/dance 
at Sundial auditorium. The Dance 
Committee is in the process of 
securing a noted guest speaker. 

Ramada Express will sponsor the 
kickoff dinner/dance and has 
arranged for the appearance of an 
orchestra that features members of 
the original Glenn Miller Orchestra. 
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\1ultitude of events planned for anniversary celebration 
3y MIKE RUSSO 
ndependent Newspapers 

An ambitious schedule of events 
, being planned to help Sun City 
elebrates its 40th anniversary. 

Starting with a gala dinner/dance 
nd perhaps ending with a fire
orks display at year's end, there 
ill be plenty of activities to help 
un Citians mark this community 
1ilestone in 2000. 
The featured event of the year 
ill be a massive golf car parade 
pril 1. Warren Goodrich, former 
·esident of the Fiesta -Parade, is 
,s isting the 40th Anniversary 
eering Committee with planning 
e parade, which will also include 
nique cars, bands and floats. 
The hour-long procession will 

include at the Sundial Recreation 
enter where food and entertain
ent can be enjoyed by revelers. 
The year's kickoff event will be 
Jan. 9 dinner/dance at Sundial 
1ditorium. 
The Dance Committee is in the 
ocess of securing a noted guest 
eaker. Tom Brokaw and John 
,enn have been contacted. 
Ramada Express will sponsor the 

.:koff dinner/dance and is negoti
ng with an orchestra that features 
embers of the orig inal Glenn 
iller Orchestra. 
Attendance will be capped at 350 
uples. 
··we would like to sell the 700 
kets in tables and ask each club 
take a table and. sell it," said 

eorge Hartman, event co-chair
Jn. "If that flies, we will have all 
.)Se tickets sold right away." 

SUN CITY 
ARIZONA 

Non-Sun City residents will be 
allowed to attend. "It will be first
come, first-served," Mr. Hartman 
said. 

The Dance Committee has three 
other dances planned throughout 
the year. April 7, a dance festival 
will be held featuring round, square 
and line dancing. A ballroom dance 
will be held Sept. 17 and a holiday 
finale is planned for Dec. 17. That 
last affair will also be a ballroom 
dance. 

The April 7 dance will be a day
long affair including dance instruc
tions. 

There will be no limit on atten
dance at the second dance because 
there will be no dinner, so dining 
tables will not be coveri ng the 
dance floor . 

Among other activities associat-

Logo by Max Gimpel 

ed with the 40th anniversary cele
bration is a Jan. 31 presentation by 
Elizabeth Larson, Ph.D. She will 
discuss a "Community in 

Transition," during her 1 :30 p.m. 
appearance at Sundial Recreation 
Center. 

The event will also feature a trib
ute to Sun City pioneers. 

On Jan. 12, the Bell Library will 
kickoff a tribute to local authors 
that wil l contin ue the seco nd 
Wednesday of each month through
out the year. 

In addition to the events, there is 
a committee working on compiling 
a commemorative cookbook that 
will contain eight sections. 

Two food festivals are planned; 
one in April and the other in 
October. 

A multitude of other events are 
also planned and more may be 
added. 

The Steering Committee is 
pleased to announce it has a perma
nent office. It is located in the 
Greenway Terrace at 15412 N. 99th 
Ave., next to Ford Travel. The 
office phone number is 974-1541. 
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By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

A dinner/dance is being planned 
in early January to kick off festivi 
ties for Sun City's 40th anniversary 
celebration. 

While the Anniversary Dance 
Committee is certain of holding the 
gala event the second weekend of 
the year, it is not certain if the din
ner and dance wi ll be held on one 
night or as separate events. 

Originally planned as one cele
bration. on Jan. 8, sentiment now 
seems to be shifting to holding the 
dinner and dance as separate affairs. 

"If we held both events on one 
night. by time we ate dinner and lis
tened to the speaker, there would 
not be enough time to dance. It · 
would be too drawn out,'' opined 
George Hartman, co-chairman of 
tlie 40th Anniversary Dance 
Committee. 

Although most of the committee 
members present at least week's 
meeting favored splitting the two 
events, a consensus could not be 
reached on whether separate admis
sions should be charged and how 
closely the events should be held. 

Mr. Hartman had suggested hold
ing the events on consecuti ve 
evenings. Jan. 8 and 9, and making 
the admission charge all inclusi ve. 

However, Mr. Hartman 's co
chairman, Doug Caravaggio. did 
not agree. 

" It 's got to be two tickets," Mr. 
Caravaggio said. 

" I think we can raise more money 
that way." I le also felt there should 
be a week or two between the din
ner and dance. 

Some other committee members 
favored di vid ing the activities but 
having one admission fee. 

The committee is working on 
securing a prominent speaker to be 
featured during the dinner. 

One of the possible speakers 
being sought was John Glenn, for-

VF 40th ANNIVERSARY 

Gala dinner and dance planned 
to kick off 40th anniversary 

SUN CITY 
ARIZONA 

The official logo promoting the 40th anniversary of Sun City has ~een 
designed by Max Gimpel. Mr. Gimpel also designed the 25th anniver
sary anniversary logo. 

mer U.S. senator and astronaut. 
however, the committee learned 
last week that Mr. Glenn is unavail
able. 

Tom Brokaw. anchor of NBC 
Nightly News and author of the 
best-selling book. " The Greatest 
Generation,'' which spotl ights the 
accomplishments of the generation 
that dominates Sun City's popula
tion, has also been discussed as a 
potential speaker. 

'The 40th anni versary is very 
important to us," Mr. Hartman said. 
Thus, it is felt, a prom inent speaker 
wi ll lend an air of importance to the 
kickoff activity. 

Many other acti vities are being 
planned through the year, Mr. 
I lartman noted. 

"Our pr ogram is to start in 
January and have m:tivities al l 
year," he said. 

"One of our major projects is the 

world 's largest gol f car parade," 
Mr. I lartman said. It is tentati\'ely 
scheduled for April I. 

The 40th A nniversary 
Committee is considering awarding 
prizes to the best decorated golf 
cars, according to Mr. Hartman. 

Mr. Caravaggio mentioned the 
Anniversary Steering Committee is 
considering having a beer brewed 
and contained in commemorative 
cans carrying the 40th anniversary 
logo, designed by M ax Gimpel. 

The committee is also.try ing to 
get Del Webb Corporation involved 
with the celebration and would l ike 
to have Phil Dion. Del Webb presi
dent and chief operating officer, 
make an appearance in Sun City. 

The Steering Committee has 
suggested a theme for the 40th 
anniversary celebration of "Past. 
Pre:;ent and Future o f Retir ement 
Communities.·• 
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What if I don't 
want anyone 
telling me what 
doctor to see? 
Many seniors choose a Medicare supplement because they want tl1e freedom to use any hospital and 
see any doctor - including specialists - whenever and wherever they want. 

Unrestricted selection of providers is one important reason why so many choose one of our four 
Senior Security supplement plans. And there are many others: 

• No waiting periods or exclusions for pre-existing conditions 

• Virtually no claims to file 

• Coverage anywhere in the U.S. 

• Friendly, helpful customer service right here in Arizona 

• Competitive rates 

Plus, you get the peace of mind of being covered by a name you know and trust...who's been cover
ing Ariwna seniors for 60 years. 

For a free brochure on our Me£li<:are supplement insurance plans, <:all us or your 
insurance broker. 

1-800-7 46-4999 

+. (I BlueCross 
~ Blue~hield 

. of Arizona 
An lndep<ndent l.tttnstt of th< Blu, Cro,s and Bl"" Sh,ekl Assoa.11100 

What if you didn't have to worry about health care? 
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Sun City's 40th 
Anniversary 
Committee 

Officers: 
Fran Park ....... . .... Chairman 
Phyllis Roach ..... 1st Vice Chair 
George Hartman . . 2nd Vice Chair 
Fran Lang ....... . ... Secretary 
Lila Stephens .. . .. . ... Treasurer 
Ruby Fox . ... Assistant Treasurer 

Steering Committee 

Robert Budorick 
Doug Caravaggio 

Dick Elton 
Jane Freeman 

Howard Matthias 
Ed McCrea 

Marge Murphy 
Robert Root 

Jeannette Ryder 
Jerry Svendsen 

• • • • • • • • • 

• • 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Sun City's 40th A nniversary is: 

• A celebration of a success story in 
retirement living and a tribute to the residents 

who make it happen. 
• It is the birth of the millennium that set the stage 

for unprecedented year-long 
community-wide events. 

• It is a salute to the thousands of volunteers with 
know-how, spirit and energy who, for-the past 40 
years, have brought life and vitality to Sun City . 

r C0N6¥uJ~:t:110NS 

.. 

On Your 40th Anniversary! 
Thank you for letting us be part of your history 

Sun City s Fine Jewelers Since 1968 
Excellence is our Family Tradition 

Campana Square King's Inn Center 
9885 W. Bell Road 10659 N.W. Grand Ave. 
Sun City, Arizona 
623-972-6130 

Sun City, Ariwna 
623-933-3023 

Voted Sun City's and Sun City West's Favorite Jewelers 
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'Wt wisft to t~rtss our tfta~ ana appre
ciation to a[[ tftt voCun tetrs wfto ftavt ana 
UJi{{ ma~ tliis 40tli anniversary of Sun 
City a success. '},{any liours ftavt 6un 
ruvotttl to the planning ana impumenta
tion of tftt numerous programs. 'Wt sinctn-
[y ftopt tftt year 2000 wil£ 6t memora6u to • 

COMMITTEE GOALS 
Ont ana a£L 

Sponsors ... 
Our sincere tftanli:} ana gratituat to tfit 
first sponsors who gave so generous(y to 
tftt 40tli Jl.nnivtrsary Steering Committee 
in tftt 6tginning montlis. JI.[[ tftt sponsors 
liavt aavisea ana encouragta us in t fit 
year-fong enruavor so tftat a[[ Sun Citians 
may enjoy tftt coming programs. 

During Sun City s 40th anniversary year, the committee will: 
1. Promote educational and recreational activities that call 
attention to the benefits of an active retirement lifestyle. 

2. Introduce educational activities that will generate a 
vision of the future f or Sun City. 

3. Showcase the diversity of cultural and entertainment 
opportunities available for life enrichment. 

... 'Ifie Sun City 40tft. 
.Jll.nniversary Committee 

4. Encourage residents ' participation, commitment and 
involvement in the 40th anniversary challenge and invite 

surrounding communities to attend the events. 
5. Proceeds distributed by the Sun City Foundation 

to benefit the residen"ts of Sun City. 

TECHNICS DAY 
Thursday, March 9th 11am • 3pm 

uPutt for Prizes" Come In And ny Your Luck! 
Fun & Refreshments! Don't Miss This ONE-DAY-EVENT! 

G:> ~ G:') 

•-Jc:0,-;;;;;:;;;;::-;:;;;;:~,~~ 
S200 Discount Towards Purchase of New Technics 

Digital Piano, Organ or Keyboard 
G:) l,-.,th11MlhdlluH.1r, \~hdun\l,mlli• )HI llnr{ ,1t1p,mptrl ■11 °"■nC1hl111u,l1e1ntlnh G:') 

Ask for your FREE reservation for the next 
Technics Concert, March 1f,, Bobby Steele 
rScH/lOEDEDS -6f;1 10706 West Bell Road. Sun City 

11 623-933-3991 

Mobil 
WAYNE'S SERVICE CENTER 
Complete 
Auto Service 

Wayne Watkins, 
Owner 

Robert Winefsky, 
Service Manager 

9906 W. Thunderbird Blvd. 
Sun City, AZ. 85351 

Phone: (623) 977-1001 
Fax: (623) 876-0798 

SUN 
COUNTRY 
CREDIT UNION 

19436 North R.H. Johnson Blvd. 
Sun City West, AZ 85375 

Your Hometown Creoit Union 
Congratulates Sun City 

on its 

40th Jl.nniversary I 
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SUN CITY'S 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Dates subject to change. Call 623-97 4-1541 for updates and additional information regarding times and locations. 

March -------
March 8 

March 11 

March11 
March 13 

March 17 

March 18 
March 19 

March 21 
March 24-
March 25 

March 25 
March 27 

March 30 

Library honors Sun City 
authors at a luncheon. 
Second "Life Encrichment" 
seminar. 
Fun Fair at Fairway Rec Ctr. 
Sun City Chamber Music 
Society concert 
"Luck of the Irish" program 
at the Sun Bowl 
Fun Fair at Lakeview Center 
Sun Cities Symphony of the 
West Valley concert 
Sun City Musicians concert 
Festival Dance (all types in 
morning, afternoon & evening) 
at Sundial & Bell Rec Centers 
Fun Fair at Marinette Center 
"Music in the Park" at 
Lakeview Center (bring your 
own chair). Ice cream, caramel 
corn and hot dogs available 
Men's golf (qualifying) 

April --------
April 1 

April 3 
April 8 
April 9 

April 12 

April 15 
April 16 

Parade: Golf cars, antique 
cars, bands, floats, etc. Starts 
at Bell Center and ends at 
Sundial 
Sun Cities Chamber Music 
Fun Fair at Oakmont Center 
Sun Cities Symphony of the 
West Valley 
Library honors Sun City 
authors at a luncheon 
Fun Fair at Sundial 
"Tribute to Broadway" by the 
Arizona Jamboree at Sundial 

April 18 Sun City Musicians Concert 
April 22 Fun Fair at Bell Center 
April 23 Easter Sunrise Service at Sun 

Bowl 
April 28 Apple Dumpling Festival at 

Lakeview Center 
April 29-30 Sundial Men's Club Golf 

Tournament 
April 29-30 Sun City Annual Open Bowling 

May 
May5 Pizza Party & Ice Cream Social 

at Sundial Center 
May 6 "Special Event" at Sundome 
May 6-7 Sundial Men's Club Golf 

Tournament Final 
May 6-7 Bowling Tournament 
May 10 Library Honors Sun City 

Authors at a luncheon 
May 10 Harmony Organ Club Concert 
May 12 Mother's Day Program at Bell 

Center 
May20 Third "Life Enrichment" 

Seminar 
May 29 Sun City Concert Band 
May 30- Millennium Project by the West 
Aug. 13 Valley Art Museum 

June 
June 6 Ice Cream Social at 

Lakeview Recreation Center 
June 14 Library Honors Sun City 

Authors at a Luncheon 
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SUN CITY'S 40TH A IVERSARY 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Dates subject to change. Call 623-974-1541 for updates and additional information regarding times and locations. 

July ----------
July 4 

July 4 
July 5 

July 12 

"Ring That Bell" Ceremony & 
Freedoms Foundation at Bell 
Center 
Firecracker Bowling Party 
Ice Cream Social at 
Lakeview Center 
Library Honors Sun City 
Authors at a Luncheon 

August--------
August 5 

August 9 

August 23 

Fraternal/Service Men's Day 
at Bell Center 
Library Honors Sun City 
Authors at a Luncheon 
Ice Cream Social 

September -------
Sept. 13 

Sept. 15 
Sept. 25 
Sept. 30 

Library Honors Sun City 
Authors at a Luncheon 
"Back to School" Quiz 
Variety Show at Sundial 
Fourth "Life Enrichment" 
seminar 

October --------
October 1 
October 9 

October 11 

October 15 
October 17 
October 31 

Ballroom Dance at Sundial 
Food Fair & Entertainment 
at Sun Bowl 
Library Honors Sun City 
Authors at a Luncheon 
Sun City Players Presentation 
Sun City Musicians Concert 
Turkey Barbecue/Halloween 
Costume Contest at Sun Bowl 

Dance the night away! The year's anniversary celebration 
kicked off in high fashion Jan. 9 at Sundial Recreation 
Center. Over 750 residents attended an anniversary 
dinner/dance. Music was provided by a band that featured 
several original members of the Glenn Miller Orchestra. 

November --------
Nov. 5-7 

Nov. 8 

Nov. 13 
Nov. 17 

Nov. 18 

Nov. 24-25 

Palmbrook Country Club 
"Hole in One" Tournament 
Library Honors Sun City 
Authors at a Luncheon 
Sun Cities Chamber Music 
Women's Invitational Golf 
Tournament at Lakes West 
Women's Invitational Golf 
Tournament at Willowcreek 
Sun City Arts & Crafts 
Festival at Sundial 

December--------
Dec. 2 
Dec. 4-5 

Dec. 13 

Dec. 15 

Dec. 17 

5th "Life Enrichment" Seminar 
21st Women's Senior Champ
ionship Bowling Tournament 
Sun Cities Chamber Music 
Library Honors Sun City 
Authors at a Luncheon 
Christmas Decorated Boat 
Parade 
SC 40th Anniversary Finale 
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Anniversary activities 

CELEBRATION To LAST THROUGHOUT YEAR 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

A 
n ambitious sched
ule of events is 
being planned to 
help Sun City cel
ebrates its 40th 

anniversary. 
The celebration kicked 

off with a gala 
dinner/dance and organiz
ers are hoping to finish 
with a fireworks display at 
year's end. In between 
there will be plenty of 
activities to help Sun 
Citians mark the communi
ty milestone. 

The featured event of the 
year will be a massive golf 
car parade April l. Warren 
Goodrich, former president 
of the Fiesta Parade, is 
assisting the 40th 
Anniversary Steering 

Official Headquarters 
The Sun City 40th Anniversary Committee has 

established its headquarters at a store in the 
Greenway Terrace Shopping Center, 15456 N. 
99th Ave., Sun City. 

An updated list of all celebrations and events is 
available at the facility, as well tickets for the 
anniversary raffle and a variety of anniversary 
merchandise and memorabilia. 

Call 623-97 4-1541 for information. 

Committee with planning 
the parade, which will also 
include antique cars, bands 
and floats. 

The year' s kickoff event 
was a dinner and dance 
held Jan. 9 at Sundial 
Recreation Center. 
Featuring music by a band 
that included several origi
nal members of the Glenn 
Miller Orchestra, the event 

attracted a sell-out crowd of 
over 700 residents. 

The Dance Committee 
has three other dances 
planned throughout the 
year. March 24-25, a dance 
festival will be held featur
ing round, square and line 
dancing. A ballroom dance 
will be held Sept. 17 and a 
holiday finale is planned for 
Dec. 17. That last affair will 

also be a ballroom dance. 
The April 7 dance will 

be a day-long affair includ
ing dance instructions. 

There will be no limit on 
attendance at the second 
dance because there will be 
no dinner, so dining tables 
will not be covering the 
dance floor. 

In addition, the commit
tee has compiled a com
memorative cookbook that 
contains favorite recipes of 
Sun City residents. 

Two food festivals are 
planned: one in April and 
the other in October. 

A multitude of other 
events are also planned and 
more may be added. 

An updated list of activi
ties may be obtained at the 
committee's headquarters 
in the Greenway Terrace 
Shopping Center. 

GOLF CAR PARADE To BE WoRLD's LARGEST 
A memorable April 

Fool's Day is promised Sun 
Citians by members of the 
community's 40th 
Anniversary Committee. 

As part of the year-long 
celebration of Sun City's 
40th anniversary, the com
mittee will stage an event 
April l that is sure to touch 
home with Sun City's resi
dents - a gigantic golf car 
parade. 

The procession of an 
expected 300 golf cars, 
mounted units, bicyclists, 
clowns and bands will step 
out lively at 10 a.m. from 
Bell Recreation Center 
headed for Sundial 
Recreation Center. 

Parade participants will 
traverse a 2.6-mile route to 
the finish. 

Departing the Bell 
Recreation Center parking 

A parade 
billed as "the 
largest golf 
car parade in 
the world" is 
scheduled for 
April 1 through 
the streets of 
Sun City. The 
event begins 
at Bell Center 
and ends at 
Sundial. At 
left, a photo 
taken during a 
parade cele
brating Sun 
City's 30th 
birthday. 

Photo by Bret McKeand/lndependent Newspaper 

lot, the procession continues 
west on Hutton Drive to Del 
Webb Boulevard, where it 
will bend south to Burns 
A venue and then east to 

Boswell Boulevard before 
ending up in the Sundial 
parking lot, where refresh
ments and music will be 
available. 

Parade prizes 
Prizes to be given away dur
ing the parade: 
• Trip for 2 to London. 
• Air conditioning/heating 
unit installed, courtesy 
Canyon State A/C. 
• Set of Michelin Tires, cour
tesy S & S Tires. 
• Microwave oven, courtesy 
Denny's TV. 
• Satellite dish plus installa
tion, courtesy of All 
American. 
• One year of free haircuts 
by Lakes West Barber 
Shop. 
• Free Cox cable installa
tion , plus three months of 
free service. 
• Free car wash, courtesy 
Texaco 
• $40 gift certificate at 
Pickard Travel. 
• $250 food certificate at 
ABCO. 
• $100 food certificate at 
Safeway. 
• $100 certificate at A.R. 
Wilde Fine Jewelry. 
• Set of golf car tires, cour
tesy Big O Tires. 
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■ 
Thunderbird Plaza 

2000 I 

And t our Convenience
Arctic Ice & Water 

(Located in the Parking Lot) 

Active Mobility Alice Rae 
972-8671 Intimate Apparel 
246-2717 977-7010 

... . - ----·-

Chang Lee Colby Mgmt. 
Restaurant Inc. 
974-3601 977-3860 

........._ 

-

l__ 

Garden 
Cafe 

977-6658 

Trader 
Joe's 

972-0599 

-

Edward Jones 
Investments 

972-7600 

Valley Beauty 
Salon 

933-0996 

Almond Tree 
Health Food 

933-9595 

--·--- ·--- -

Draper's Damon's 
Catalogue Outlet 

933-0411 

Package 
Plus 

933-5074 

Norwest 
Bank 

875-0720 

Carlson Wagonlit 
Travel 

974-3668 

Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car 
974-0974 

Thunderbird 
Barber 

972-9125 

Sun Health 
Community Center 

876-5700 

■ 

■ 

.___====::::::::::::::..---' .___====-=--=--=-___, 
Wi1& & ■ 
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Anniversary activities 

CooKBooK To OFFER A TASTE OF SuN CITY 

I 
f you are looking for 
an interesting recipe, 
there are plenty avail
able in "What's 
Cookin' ," the cook
book compiled by the 

Sun City 40th Anniversary 
Committee. 

The book, a collection of 
some of the best recipes of 
Sun Citians, features a four
page "Glimpse into the First 
Forty Years," a history of 
Del Webb's vision for an 
active retirement lifestyle. 
The historical reflection was 
produced by the Sun City 
Historical Society. 

Also contained in the 
book are a number of help
ful hints on the preparation 
of various foods and cook
ing processes, including the 
microwave approach, a page 
of measurement and substi
tutions, an equivalency 
chart, a two-page calorie 
counter and a glossary of 
cooking terms. 

Recipes are divided into 
eight categories: appetizers 
and beverages; soups, salads 
and vegetables; main dishes 

and casseroles; meat, poul
try and seafood; breads and 
rolls; pies, pastries and 
desserts, cakes, candies and 
cookies; and healthy choic
es. 

near ABCO in Greenway 
Terrace, 154556 N. 99th 
Ave. It will also be available 
at several upcoming 
anniversary events. 

others and all proceeds go 
to the Sun City Foundation 
to offset expenses of the 
year-long anniversary cele
bration, and for charities. 

The book sells for $8 and 
can be purchased at the 40th 
Anniversary office located 

Printing of the book is 
sponsored by Citizens 
Water Resources, Wells 
Frago/Norwest Bank and 

Celebration features 'raffle of a lifetime' 
An amazing array of prizes, valued at 

approximately $100,000, has been gath
ered for raffling by the 40th Anniversary 
Committee. 

First and foremost among the raffle 
items is a 2000 Cadillac DeVille. The 
$47,000 car has been donated by Lund 
Cadillac. 

The winner of the car will be selected 
on Dec. 17, and the recipient need not be 
present to win. 

Raffle tickets sell for $10 each or three 
for $25 and are available at the 40th 
Anniversary Committee office located 
near ABCO in Greenway Terrace, 
154556 N. 99th Ave. 

They will also be sold at all special 

events throughout the year. All proceeds 
will benefit the Sun City Foundation and 
wi II be used to defray costs of 40th 
anniversary events. 

Other prizes to be awarded in raffles 
include a year's supply of gas, provided 
by Sun City Unocal; a trip for two to 
London, furnished by British Airways; a 
trip through the Panama Canal, furnished 
by Ford's Travel; a large-screen televi
sion, donated by Circuit City; a trip to the 
Amazon, provided by Bob Kenney' s 
Worldwide Travel Service, a golf car, 
donated by Pohle NV Center and a hand
made quilt, donated by the Sun City 
Creative Quilter's Club. 

CELEBRATION CONTINUES ON ST. PATRICK'S DAY 
The Sun City 40th 

Anniversary Committee 
continues its yearlong cele
bration with a special St. 
Patrick's Day concert at the 
Sun Bowl. 

The program, "Luck of 
the Irish," begins at 6:30 
p.m. at the outdoor facility, 
located at 107th A venue and 
Clair Drive. 

Rich Bailey and His Irish 
Ramblers will be the fea
tured performers. The musi
cal troupe performs a vari
ety of Irish/Celtic folk songs 
and ballads, using such 
instruments as the five
string banjo, guitar, man-

dolin and tenor banjo 
bazoucki. 

Also performing will be 
the Irish dance team of 
Mary Corcoran and Anne
Marie McNulty. 

The two are graduates of 
the Bracken School of Irish 
Dancers. 

Also scheduled to appear 
are the Sun City Porns 
dance troupe and the 
Sunsations Precision Drill 
Team. 

Admission is free. 
Those who attend are 

asked to bring their own 
chairs or blankets to sit 
upon. 

The Sun City Porns perform in a special St. Patrick's Day 
concert March 17 at the Sun Bowl, 107th Avenue and Clair 
Drive. 
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Dinner/dance kicks off year of celebration 
At left, Dutch and Dee Schultz of Sun 
City kick up their heels during a dinner
dance held Jan. 9 to kick off the 40th 
anniversary celebration. The event, 
held at Sundial Center, attracted over 
750 residents. Former Suns basketball 
star Tom Chambers, below, was on 
hand and music was performed by a 
band from Laughlin, Nev. 

Photos by Bret McKeand/lndependent Newspaper 
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Anniversary activities 

SCAT OFFERS TRANSPORTATION To ANNIVERSARY EVENTS 
The 40th Ann iversary 

Committee has arranged 
with Sun Cities Area Transit 
to provide transportation to 
the myriad events planned 
throughout the year, many 
of which are s lated for 
nights and weekends, when 
SCAT does normally not 
operate. 

The cost of the service 
wi ll be $2.50 each way, the 
same as the dial-a-ride ser
vice's regular fare. 

" It is a wonderful ser
vice," said Marge Murphy, 
committee member, who 
arranged for the SCAT ser
vice. 

Mrs. Murphy, who serves 
on the Sun City Home 
Owners Association 
Transportation Committee 
with Tom Profico, SCAT 
executive director, proposed 
the service to Mr. Profico, 
who was amenable. 

Photo by Bret McKeand/lndependent Newspaper 

Long before Sun Cities Area Transit acquired its present fleet 
of modern transit vehicles, the local dial-a-ride often used 
vehicles donated by residents. In a 1985 photo, SCAT 
President Chuck McKinnis accepted the keys to a vehicle 
owned by resident Beverly Caron. SCAT is now offering 
transportation to any anniversary event - but don't worry, 
the trip won't be made in this 1968 Oldsmobile. 

People seeking a ride to 
an event must reserve space 

at least three days prior to 
the activity, accordi ng to 

Mrs. Murphy, by calling the 
Anniversary Committee 
office at 974-1541 between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and 3 
p.m. 

The anniversary commit
tee is offering a $1 discount 
to all anniversary events. 
The discount can be found 
in advertisements in the 
local newspapers, as well as 
in thi s commemorative 
booklet. 

Lila Stephens of the Sun 
City Ambassadors has been 
training volunteers to obtain 
the necessary information 
when answering the calls. 

"This is a wonderful 
opportunity for residents to 
attend some of these 
anniversary events," Mrs . 
Murphy said. 

"We hope the people 
appreciate what SCAT is 
doing for the community 
and will donate to them." 

ANNIVERSARY MERCHANDISE RAISES MONEY FOR CHARITIES 
Residents can show their 

support for the community's 
40th anniversary long after 
the celebrations and events 
end. 

The 40th Anniversary 
Committee is selling a vari
ety of commemorative 
clothing and merchandise, 
including T-shirts and caps. 

T-shirts, bearing the Max 
Gimpel-designed logo on 
the back, are priced at $7 
each. The golf shirts, also 
bearing the logo, sell for $11 
apiece and the hats are $5 
each. 

The Recreation Centers of 
Sun City board of directors 
granted permission for the 
Anniversary Committee to 
sell the commemorati ve 
clothing at the _Riverview 
Pro Shop. Proceeds will be 

turned over to the committee 
and the Sun City Foundation 
to fund 40th anniversary cel
ebration events. 

The help of the 
Foundation was enlisted to 
allow donations for the 40th 
anniversary celebration to 

be tax-deductible. 
"These items make won-

derful commemorative 
gifts," said Doug 
Caravaggio, a committee 
member. 

"We want to see everyone 
wearing these 40th anniver-

sary items." 
Items will be on sale 

throughout the year, accord
ing to the Rev. Fran Park, 
committee chairman. 

" If we run out of items, 
we will reorder them," he 
said. 

The Sun City 40th 
Anniversary Committee is 
selling a variety of com
memorative merchandise 
throughout the year. 
Proceeds will be donated 
to charity. Items may be 
purchased at the anniver
sary headquarters in 
Greenway Terrace 
Shopping Center. 
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Anniversary activities 

RESTAURANTS OFFER ANNIVERSARY 'SPECIALS' 
Several area restau

rants are offering 
"Anniversary Specials" 
throughout 2000. 
Following is a li st of 
restaurants and their 
specials: 

March 
Little Bite of Italy, 

15462 N. 99th Ave., 
Sun City: Free dessert 
with meal. 

April 
Brothers 

Restaurant, 8466 W. 
Peoria Ave., Peoria: 
Two pancakes or french 
toast, two bacon or 

sausage, two eggs -
$2.39. 

May 
Nancy's Country 

Cupboard, 15400 N. 
99th Ave., Sun City: $1 
off New York Steak. 

June 
Royal Cafe, 10793 

W. Grand Ave., Sun 
City: Stack of pancakes 
with bacon or sausage 
-$1.89. 

July 
JiMichael's Diner, 

13039 N. 103rd Ave., 
Sun City: Belgian 

5757 Thunderbird Rd., Suite E-359 
Glendale, AZ 85306 

602-938-8400 

\;O\}'S TIVOLI GA~IJttv. 
Breakfast 'S 
7 a.m. to 11 :30 a.m. 
Lunch & Dinner 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BANQUET ROOMS 

623-97 4-8224 , 
14635 N. Del Webb Blvd. 
Sun City, AZ. 85351 

Waffle for $1.89. wich. 

August November 
Garden Cafe, 13634 Lovin' Touch, 

10746 W. Bell Road, 
Sun City: Coffee only 
25 cents with meal. 

N. 99th Ave., Sun City: 
Coffee only 24 cents 
with breakfast or lunch. 

September December 
Bobbie's Cafe, 

10001 W. Bell Road, 
Sun City: 10 % off reg
ular lunch or dinner. 

Hot Wok Chinese 
Restaurant, 9420 W. 
Bell Road: Free egg 
roll with $5 dinner or 
more. 

October 
Carmellio's Cheese 

House, 15450 N. 99th 
Ave., Sun City: Free 
coffee or small drink 
with purchase of sand-

Take $1 OFf the cost of 
the round-trip fare 
when you use SCAT 
(Sun-Cities-Dial-A-Ride) 
to attend any Sun City 
40th Anniversary 
Event. Instead of the 
usual $5 fare, passen
gers can ride for $4 -

Just give the coupon 
below to the driver! 

To schedule pick-up 
for an Anniversary 
Event. Call 623-974-1541 
at least 3 days prior to 
the event. 

OFF! 

·-------------· 1 SCAT/40th 
1 ANNIVERSARY :c EVENT 
~ Name _ __ _ 

Address ___ _ 

Phone _ __ _ 

his ad sponsored by the Sun Cities Independent. 
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SUN CITY: 40 YEARS OF SUCCESS! 
ter _ then known as the 

Del Webb's Vision 
continues to thrive 
after four decades 
By Bret McKeand 
Independent Newspapers 

J 
anuary 1, 1960. 
Dawn ofa new 
decade and dawn of 
a new era for 
retirees. 

For it was on that day 
that the Del E. Webb 
Development Company 
began selling homes for its 
newest project: An active 
adult retirement community. 

The community, called 
Sun City, was the first of its 
kind in the nation. The first 
of its kind in the world, for 
that matter. 

Located west of Phoenix, 
the new community was the 
brainchild of the company's 
founder, Delbert Eugene 
Webb. Although based in 
Phoenix, the company was 
already well-known 
throughout the nation. 

In addition to building 
many of Arizona's most 
famous buildings and prop
erties (include Luke Air 
Force Base), the company 
had a major hand in build
ing hotels, resorts and casi
nos in Las Vegas and other 
parts of the country. 

A sports enthusiasts, Del 
Webb's fame and fortune 
allowed him to sponsor 
Indianapolis "500" and 
Daytona race cars, as well 
as own the famed New York 
Yankees for a stretch. 

But build an entire com
munity for a specific group 
of people? That was an 
entirely new concept alto
gether. 

Spurred on by the early 

National attention. 
Time magazine pro
filed Sun City and its 
founder Del E. Webb 
in its August 3, 1962 
edition. The stories 
talked about the 
growing strength 
of the senior 
population and 
referred to 
Sun City residents 
as "original 
settlers." 

success of Youngtown, 
established in 1955, Webb 
Company officials devel
oped the idea of taking the 
"retirement" community 
concept to the next level. 
Youngtown was created for 
retirees living on minimal, 
fixed incomes. The homes 
were small, the amenities 
were non-existent. 

Del Webb toyed with the 
idea of creating a self-sus
taining community that 
would be all-encompassing 
with affordable housing and 
recreation. 

The work begins 
In the late 1950s the 

company acquired 20,000 
acres of land adjacent to 
Youngtown. The land, 
owned by the Boswell 
Company, was part of a 
town once known as 
Marinette and used primari
ly for farming cotton. 

In 1959 the Webb 
Company began work on 
the then-unnamed commu
nity. First to be built was a 
shopping center, followed 
by a golf course and a recre
ation center. That simple 
pattern - small neighbor-

hoods built close to recre
ational and shopping ameni
ties - would set the stage 
for all master-planned 
retirement communities to 
follow. 

The shopping center -
now known at the Grand 
Shopping Center - was 
constructed at 107th and 
Grand avenues. Behind that 
was the first recreation cen-

Civic Association but today 
called Oakmont - followed 
by five fresh new model 
homes. Behind the recre
ation center was North Golf 
Course. 

The community didn't 
get its name until about a 
month prior to its Jan. l 
grand opening. The new 
project was called the 
"Marinette Retirement 
Community" until a new 
name could be found. 

A nationwide contest 
was held to name the com
munity and, as legend has it, 
Del Webb himself selected 
the winning name after see
ing it among the thousands 
of entries. 

Opening day success 
Despite a massive 

nationwide advertising blitz 
prior to the opening, compa
ny officials still had their 
doubts about the eventual 
success of their newest pro
ject. Would anyone show up 
on opening day? 

Opening weekend 1960. Thousands of curious retirees visit
ed what was then a community of two streets, one shopping 
center, one rec center and five model homes. Motorists turn 
left off Grand Avenue on 107th Avenue. At right is the Grand 
Shopping Center with the model homes and Oakmont 
Recreation Center behind. 
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File photo 

Welcome to Sun City. The intersection of 107th and Grand 
avenues was once considered the main entrance to Sun 
City. Above is the original welcoming sign that consisted of 
a water fountain to greet visitors to the community. 

Their fears were quickly 
calmed. By early morning 
thousands of cars were 
lined up along Grand 
A venue to view this new 
creation. A traffic jam start
ing at 107th A venue contin
ued east all the way back 
into the little town of 
Peoria. 

According to Webb 
records, over 100,000 visi
tors toured the new model 
homes during the first three 
days of the grand opening. 
Incredibly, 237 homes were 
sold during that first three
day weekend. 

Sun City was an imme
diate and overwhelming 
success! 

homes as the Webb 
Company changed rpodel 
styles. 

The community grew 
quickly. By the end of the 
first month, the company 
had sold all 400 of the 
homes scheduled to be built 
in the first year. A second 
phase consisting of 675 
homes was quickly put 
together. 

The company had 
planned to sell 1,700 homes 

in its first three years of 
marketing Sun City. By the 
end of 1960, a total of 
2,000 homes had been pur
chased. 

According to the book, 
"Jubilee: The 25th 
Anniversary of Sun City," 
59 days after it first opened, 
Sun City was billed as 
Arizona's "fastest growing 
city." 

Sun City's initial success 
earned national attention. 
The community was high
lighted in newspaper and 
magazine articles through
out the country, featured on 
the national news and pro
filed on TV shows. Del 
Webb was even featured on 
a 1962 cover of Time maga
zine. 

A friendly community 
The positive publicity 

showered on the communi
ty certainly attributed to its 
continual popularity, but 
word of mouth played a key 
role in Sun City's success. 
Those who purchased 
homes after 1960 were 
often friends of those 
already living in Sun City. 
Friends told their friends 
who in tum told their 
friends about this new and 
exciting lifestyle. 

Many of the remaining 
pioneers, in fact, fondly 

According to the Sun 
Cities Historical Society, 
Wendell and Emilie Draser 
were the first residents to 
move into their new Sun 
City home. Records also 
reveal that many of the first 
weekend's buyers pur
chased more than one home 
at the same time. Others 
who bought homes that first 
weekend would go on to 
buy several more homes in 
Sun City - changing 

File photo 

Recreational amenities - whether it was golf or lawn bowl
ing - played a key role in attacting residents to the new 
concept of active retirement living. 

Early pioneers: 
Where did 
they come from? 

The following states con
tributed the most new 
homebuyers to Sun City 
in 1960 and 1961: 

State '60 '61 
1. Arizona 172 115 
2. California 141 146 
3 . Illinois 90 68 
4 . Colorado 55 38 
5. Minnesota 45 22 
6 . Ohio 36 37 
7. Michigan 33 22 
8. Wisconsin 33 18 
9. Washington 32 38 
10. Iowa 30 32 

Source: Jane Freeman, 
Sun Cities Historical 
Society 

recall how close-knit the 
community was back in the 
early 1960s. Friendship, 
socializing, recreation and 
fun were - and continue to 
be - the main staples of 
living in Sun City. 

Various social- and arts
related clubs began to orga
nize. Neighbors and friends 
gathered at the recreation 
center to celebrate special 
occasions and holidays. 

Early pioneers recall the 
first Easter Sunrise Service 
(a tradition that remains to 
this day), Chow Night at 
the rec center, weekly 
"songfests," newcomer cof
fees and a minstrel show 
comprised of residents. 

A theater for residents to 
entertain each other - and 
to be entertained - began 
with the construction of the 
community's second recre
ation center, Town Hall 
Recreation Center (known 
today as Fairway 
Recreation Center). 

The new facility boasted 
of an outdoor Greek theater. 
That facility would later be 
replaced by the Sun Bowl, 
which would host such big
name stars as Lawrence 
Welk, Rich Little, 
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Rosemary Clooney, Guy 
Lomardo and Bob Hope. 

Webb would continue 
its tradition of building 
entertainment venues with 
the massive Sundome 
Center for Performing Arts 
once the company began 
work on Sun City West. 

The community grows 
The Webb Company 

added recreation centers, 
golf courses and shopping 
facilities as Sun City grew. 

By 1968, the company 
had constructed three recre
ation centers in Sun City: 
Oakmont, Fairway and the 
new Mountain View 
Center. But strange as it 
may seem today, the three 
recreation centers were sep
arate entities controlled by 
three separate boards. 

The Del Webb 
Corporation was quick to 
tum over ownership of its 
recreation centers to the 
residents. But the original 
recreation centers were 
assigned to specific units or 
neighborhoods. At one 
point, residents living in 
one Sun City neighborhood 

of services: Shopping, med
ical, dining and long-term 
care. 

The community's first 
church was United Church 
of Sun City. Its first retire
ment home was Sun Valley 
Lodge. Its first hotel was 
the Hi way House, which 
also served as a restaurant 
and an apartment for those 
waiting for their homes to 
be built (not to mention the 
Sun City headquarters for 
Del Webb). 

An oasis in the middle of the desert. Viewpoint Lake, with 
Lookout Mountain and Lakeview Recreation Center off in the 
distance, under construction in the early 1970s. 

But as the population 
grew, so did the need for a 
major health-care facility. 
The nearest hospital was in 
Glendale, which was a bit 
too far for a community 
consisting entirely of senior 
citizens. 

were restricted to using one 
specific recreation center -
and prohibited from using 
another center. 

All that changed in 1968 
when the community voted 
to bring all three existing 
recreational centers under 
one non-profit organization. 
That organization would 
later become the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City Inc. 

The unification also 
brought about another novel 
concept that would eventu
ally be adopted by every 
other builder of master
planned communities: An 
assessment on all residents 
to help pay for the recre
ational amenities. 

By the late 1960s the 
Webb Company began 
building homes north of 
Grand A venue. Lakeview 
Recreation Center opened 
in 1970 and within three 
years the company had 
begun work on Sundial and 
Bell Recreation Centers. 

A final facility, 
Marinette Recreation 
Center, would open in 
1979. 

Commercial growth 
As the population grew, 

so did the need for a variety 

A committee to examine 
the idea of building a Sun 
City hospital was estab
lished in 1966. The hospital 
was originally to be located 
on the corner of l 03rd and 
Grand avenues (the present 
site of Sun Valley Lodge). 

A community fund drive 
capped off by a $1.2 mil
lion donation from the 
James G. Boswell 
Foundation - named after 
the man who once owned 
the land where Sun City 
now existed - allowed for 
the creation of Boswell 
Hospital. Ground was bro
ken in 1969 and the facili
ty's first two towers were 
opened in 1970. 

The success of Sun City 
prompted the Webb 
Company to quickly build a 
Sun City, Calif. and Sun 
City, Fla. In 1978 the com-

Sun City, Ariz. was the first - but it wasn't the last "Sun 
City" community built by Del E. Webb. Similar communities 
quckly followed in California and Florida and later in Tucson, 
Las Vegas and other parts of the nation. Two of the most 
successful Sun City "clones" are right here in Maricopa 
County: Sun City West and Sun City Grand. In a photo taken 
during the mid-1980s, Sharon Speck of Sun City, Fla. deliv
ers holiday greetings to Robert Knorpp, executive director of 
the Sun City Chamber of Commerce. 

Photo by Bret McKeand/lNdependent Newspapers 



pany purchased more land 
west of Sun City and began 
working on Sun City West. 
Since then, additional "Sun 
City" communities have 
been created by the Webb 
Corporation in Arizona, 
Nevada, Texas, South 
Carolina and Illinois. 

'City of Volunteers' 
Forty years later, Sun 

City is still best known for 
its volunteer spirit. 
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to-day operations, saving 
the health-care institution 
millions of dollars each 
year. 

Residents oversee the 
community's three most 
important civic groups: The 
Recreation Centers of Sun 
City Inc. , the Sun City 
Home Owners Association 
and the Sun City Taxpayers 
Association. As other needs 
for services arose over the 
years, Sun City residents 
were quick to organize and 
find solutions. 

The community remains 
unincorporated and has 
always depended on its own 
citizens for required ser
vices. 

Most of the needed 
health-care services in the 
community were built with 
funds donated by residents. 
Sun Valley Lodge, the 
community's first retire
ment home, was and sti ll is 
primarily funded by resi
dent donations. 

In the late 1970s: Sun City and Del Webb officials point to 
the location of the community's newest health-care facility. 
The facility would become Royal Oaks Life-Care 
Community. 

Sun and fun may have 
been the initial attraction to 
Sun City 40 years ago. But 
the strength of Sun City's 
residents and their enduring 
ability to take care of one 
another may be the key to 
the community's continued 
success - and the primary 
difference between it and 
all those since who have 
tried to imitate Del Webb's 
vision. The Sun City Prides 

keep the streets clean and 
tidy. The Sheriffs Posse of 
Sun City helps the 
Maricopa County Sheriffs 
patrol the community's 
streets and plays a major 
role in maintaining one of 

Breakfast, 
Lundi 

&Dinner 
Hours: 6am 'til 8pm 

13573 Camino del Sol 

Sundome Plaza 
Shopping Center 

Sun City West, Arizona 85375 

623-584-0296 

MARLIN SNOW 
-CPA-

crossroads Towne Center 
12751 W. Bell Rd., #5 

Surprise, AZ 8537 4 

623-583-0331 
Revocable Trust 

rJmm 

Package $300 Up 

the lowest crime rates in the 
nation. 

Boswell Hospital and its 
parent, the Sun Health 
Corp., maintains one of 
largest volunteer forces in 
the nation to help with day-
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Sun City History 

DEL WEBB: A MAN OF VISION 
Longtime confidante 
fondly recalls genius 
of Sun City's builder 

By TOM BARRY 
Independent Newspapers 

W 
hen the barri
cades to the main 
entrance to Sun 
City were 

removed on New Year' s 
Day 1960 at the corner of 
107th and Grand avenues, 
there was a virtual traffic 
jam that extended for miles 
to the Peoria city limits. 

It heralded the opening of 
what has become the hall
mark of active adult retire
ment communities, an 
unprecedented concept that 
today is synonymous with 
the name Del E. Webb. 

But, until that auspicious 
day 40 years ago, Mr. Webb 
himself was still uncertain 
about its eventual success. 
Any doubts were quickly 
erased when he arrived to 
witness an endless throng of 
people lined up at the tiny 
sales office eager to buy into 
the lifestyle offered by the 
new community northwest 
of Phoenix. 

Sun City was the first of 
its kind in the nation. Mr. 
Webb soon made the cover 
of Time as the magazine 
proclaimed Sun City "A 
new way of life for the old." 

Among those who joined 
Del Webb to celebrate Sun 
City's opening were rancher 
Jim Boswell, a partner in the 
joint venture called Del E. 
Webb Development Co., 
and R.H. "Bob" Johnson, a 
name recognizable to Sun 
City West residents as that 
ascribed to the town's main 
boulevard, recreation center 
and library. 

Builder Del E. Webb 
founded a construction 

empire that built homes, 
buildings and resorts 

throughout the nation. 
His work brought him 

fame and fortune and at 
one time he even owned 

the New York Yankees 
baseball team. But one 
of his proudest accom-

plishments was the 
founding of a city - and 

a retirement lifestyle -
called Sun City. 

But to Del Webb, him
self, R.H. Johnson was his 
most senior executive, trust
ed confidante and longtime 
friend. It was Bob Johnson 
who helped carry out Mr. 
Webb's unique vision of 
Sun City. 

"It was really a departure 
for us," recalled Mr. 
Johnson. "We'd built a few 
master-planned communi
ties. But until then, we 
hadn't been involved with a 
project as novel as Sun 
City." 

But he said Mr. Webb 
was a determined, driven 
man who had already 
achieved notoriety as one of 
the nation's most prolific 
and successful builders. 
During the 1950s and '60s, 
the company had virtually 
changed the Phoenix sky
line, having constructed its 
first high-rise office build
ings. 

"Del was a doer, he loved 
to work. And he liked to 
surround himself with com
petent people who could 
deliver the goods." 

Bob Johnson was no 
stranger to Del Webb. He 
first met the builder in 1935 

while a student at a Phoenix 
business college. In order to 
pay his way through school, 
he took a part-time job as 
secretary for the Arizona 
General Contractors 
Association, of which Mr. 
Webb was president at the 
time. 

"He was talking for quite 
a long stretch and I was 
copiously taking notes. 
Then, he suddenly stopped 
and asked me to read back 
the notes. I don't think he 
believed I'd managed to 
keep up," said Mr. Johnson. 
"I read back to him every 
word he'd said." 

Impressed by his dili
gence, Mr. Webb hired the 
youthful Bob Johnson on 
the spot as an assistant to 
the executive secretary at 
the company's Phoenix 
headquarters. The starting 
pay was $75 a month. He 
quickly proved himself a 
capable employee and with
in a month his salarly was 
boosted to $135 a month . 

Recognizing his potential 
value to the company, how
ever, Mr. Webb interceded 
again. "He told me there's 
no future in being a secre-

tary to a secretary, so he 
made me a timekeeper," 
said Mr. Johnson. 

"But, as a field employee, 
my pay went back to $75 a 
month. At first, I wasn't 
sure if it was a promotion or 
a demotion." 

But Mr. Johnson said Del 
Webb was a very loyal and 
generous employer. "He 
was truly people-oriented 
and took good care of all of 
his employees." 

"Although he was 
extremely intelligent, Del 
also was very supersti
tious," he said. "It was bad 
luck to put a hat on the bed, 
and you never put the phone 
on the edge of the bed. It 
could squirrel a deal." 

As a timekeeper, Mr. 
Johnson 's primary responsi
bility was to make certain 
all Webb projects ran effi
ciently and on time. During 
World War II, the company 
grew rapidly in scope and 
size, from building dormito
ries at Northern Arizona 
University to expanding 
Luke Air Force Base near 
Litchfield Park. 

By 1942, Mr. Johnson 
was promoted to manager 
of Webb' s California opera
tions, which was busi ly 
engaged with defense-relat
ed building contracts. 

The post-war era proved 
even more lucrative. In 
1946, he helped oversee 
construction of the first lav
ish resort on the Las Vegas 
Strip, the Flamingo Hotel 
which was headed by leg
endary underworld figure 
Bugsy Siegel. 

During the 1960s and 
'70s, the Webb Company 
built Madison Square 
Garden; Chris-Town in 
Phoenix, the West's fi rst 
enclosed shopping mall; the 



44,000-seat Anaheim then the tallest bui lding m 
Stadium; numerous hospi- the state). Thunderbird 
tals, including five Veterans Hotel in Vegas, Reno's 
Administration hospitals Primadonna, and the 
and Maricopa County Nevada Club in Laughlin 
General Hospital; the (now the Golden Nugget). 
Pasadena Museum of Art; But, by 1973, his health 
and lavish resorts, including began to deteriorate and Mr. 
the Kuilima Hotel in Webb was no longer able to 
Hawaii. continue his frenetic pace. 

In 1967, Bob Johnson He stepped down as chief 
was elected president of executive officer and was 
what had become Del E. succeeded by his longtime 
Webb Corp., which also friend and trusted employee, 
diversified into the hotel and Bob Johnson. 
gaming industries. It built Del Webb died of 
and owned such luxury prostate cancer on July 4, 
hotels as the Beverly Hilton, 1974, at the age of 75. Mr. 
Scottsdale's Mountain Johnson succeeded him as 
Shadows Resort and the chairman of the board. Mr. 
Wahweap Resort on Lake Johnson retired from Del E. 
Powell. Webb Corp. in 1980, but 

Its gaming division also remained as president of 
made a significant impact in Wickenburg-based Del E. 
Nevada with such hotel- Webb Foundation. which 
casinos as the Sahara in Las was established in 1961 to 
Vegas and Lake Tahoe, the administer Mr. Webb's size-
17-story Mint (which was able estate. 

SHOPPE 
La Ronde Centre (West) 
148 02 North Del Webb Blvd. 

Sun City, Arizona 85351-2137 

U.$. 11> .. 0fflu 
623-876-8504 

Sun City FLORISTS 

••• LFLORISTS j 

(623) 974-0404 • (800) 658-5889 
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"He had no children of his countless undertakings, 
his own. so he took a 1-.een Mr. Johnson said Del Webb 
interest in many charitable never lost his enthusiasm 
endeavors. especially youth- for arguably his most sue-
related organizations like cessful enterprise - the 
the Boys and Girls Club." building of adult retirement 
said Mr. Johnson. who con- communities. Today, there 
tinues at the foundation's are numerous Sun Cities 
helm. from California to Florida 

Over the years, the foun- that represent a lasting lega-
dat1on has assisted with cy to his unique vision. 
sizeable donations to Sun "Of all of his projects, I 
City area projects, including dare say that Sun City was 
Boswell and Del E. Webb his proudest. It's also the 
Memorial hospitals among one by which we all 
others. remember him." 

"He was a fantastic man 
- kind, caring, soft-spoken 

Editor's note: and dedicated. In the 42 
years that I'd known him I'd R.H. Johnson was inter-
never heard him ever speak viewed for this story in 

ill of anyone," said Mr. January of this year and this 

Johnson, now 84. 
story originally was pub-
lished in the Sun Cities 

"It's hard to imagine that Independent shortly there-
he would be 100 years old after. Unfortunately , Mr. 
today." Johnson passed away last 

In spite of the diversity of month. 

John L. Smith, D.M.D. 
(623) 972-6137 

Fax: (623) 972-6334 

Plaza de Grande 
S uite B-4 

10147 N. Grand Ave., Sun City, AZ 85:351 

Emergency Care Available 
New Patients Welcomed 

Walk-Ins Welcomed 
Insurance Processed 

Modern Gentle Dental Care 

2nd Opinion Diagnosis 
Implant Reconstruction 

* Early Morning Hours Available * 
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Ramada Express Hotel • Casino 

Fun, Food & Fortun, 
Aboard the Gambling Train of Laughlin, Nevada 

Lots to See and Do 
• FREE slot machine pull 

Guaranteed win up to $5,000! 

• Big name entertainment. 

• FREE lounge entertainment. 

• Adults-only pool/spa hours. 

• FREE daily Social Hour. 

• Award-winni11g restaurants. 

• Non-smoki11g rooms and casino areas. 

• FREE shuttle to Outlet Mall 

• FREE 1940s Museum. 

FREE Spectacular Show 
On the Wings of Eagles 

A Tribute toAmuicanHuoes 

Thousands of images ... 
thrilling music ... dazzling 

sound and lighting effects ... 

On the Wings of Eagles 
is a spectacular show filled 
with scenes of combat and 
victory from World War II 

through Desert Storm. 
Come relive America's 

bravest moments and 
finest houn. =::_i:5!!!!!!!!~ =-----...a 

Enjoy one of our Jacuzzi· S . 
uztes. 

~RAMAD 
WTIPWTIPeN EXPRES 
HOTEL• CASINO • LAUGHLIN, NEVAI 

An Aztar Corporation Casino 

For illformatloa and reservations, please cal 

(800) 243-684 
f'rocnms 1■bjcd lo dl1ac<. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * 



. " .. . . . . . . . .. 
• • f II • 91 •••••• 

• I I I I 91 I •• . .. . . . . . . . 
• ll I• I I I I I 
111111111 I 
■ 1111 II I .-~ I 
:,.a11allllll ~ I 

■ ii IJ ' 

Award winning resort ~ Ramada Express Hotel 
Casino ~ 1,500 Rooms; "Voted BEST Casino in 
Laughlin; FREE Covered Parking; Daily Flag 
Raising Ceremony; FREE Train Rides Daily; 
FREE 1940s Museum; FREE Tribute to Veterans . 

. Award winning entertainment FREE 

SUN CITY 40TH ANNIVERSARY - PAGE 21 

Ill • • .. " -.... 
···--·--·· . ., . . . . . . --·=······-. ,, ... . ,. ,, . . .. 
• • • • • • • • . ,, . . .. 
• • • • • ••• ····=···· • ••••••• • •••••••• ••••• •••• ·.:::: .... 

• • flJ •••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• ... ....... 
• •• •• • • • • •• • 

a JI • • 

afternoon swing music and FREE evening 
contemporary music in the Caboose Lounge. Award winning cocktail service. 
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Sun City history 

SUN CITIANS RING THE BELL FOR LIBERTY 
Liberty Bell replica 
only one in world 
available to public 

By BRET McKEAND 
Independent Newspapers 

T 
he replica of the 
famed Philadelphia 
Liberty Bell that sits 
in Sun City's 
Memorial Garden 

represents more than just 
national freedom and inde
pendence. 

It also stands as a testa
ment to community spi rit 
and what can be accom
plished when a group of cit
izens unite for a common 
goal. 

Most residents are famil
iar with the history sur
rounding the nation's 
Liberty Bell, but few know 
how Sun City came to own 
an exact replica of the 
national shrine and even 
fewer understand the signif
icance behind the monu
ment. 

The idea for the Liberty 
Bell, which rests at Bell 
Recreation Center, was first 
generated 25 years ago by a 
group of Sun City residents 
searching for ways to mark 
the nation's bicentennial. 
The Bicentennial 
Committee, says one local 
historian, "wanted to do 
something special, some
thing that would last" long 
after the bicentennial-year 
festivities ended. 

"There were a lot of ideas 
kicked about, but the 
Liberty Bell seemed the 
most exciting to everyone," 
says Jane Freeman, one of 
the founders of the Sun 
C ities Historical Society and 
author of "Jubilee: The 25th 
Anniversary of Sun City." 

Photo by Bret McKeand/lndependent Newspaper 

An exact replica of the Liberty Bell stands in Memorial 
Garden at Bell Recreation Center. Residents are invited at 
any time to tug the rope and ring the bell. 

Approximately 120 Sun 
City residents from various 
organizations and clubs par
ticipated in the effort to 
develop some sort of local 
monument. Although no 
one now remembers who 
actually came up with the 
idea of building a replica of 
the Liberty Bell, the eventu
al proposal was popular 
amongst committee mem
bers and would later receive 

the most votes in a poll con
ducted by the local newspa
per. 

The Del E. Webb 
Company agreed to pay all 
construction costs but resi
dents, too, wanted to be part 
of the project. 

"So we came up with the 
idea of asking residents to 
donate the metal (to be used 
to make the bell). We 
thought this would be a way 

for all Sun Citians to partic
ipate," recalls Ms. Freeman. 

On Jan. 15, 1976, thou
sands of residents brought 
their metal donations to the 
Sun City Stadium, located 
at that time on the corner of 
111 th and Grand avenues. 
According to "Jubilee: The 
25th Anniversary of Sun 
City," over 1,500 residents 
contributed a total of7,000 
pounds of metal to the 
cause. 

The metal was sent to a 
foundry in Philadelphia and 
then to Holland where the 
bell was eventually cast in 
the same mold used to con
struct the original 
Philadelphia bell. 

The bell was returned to 
Sun City on July S, 1976 
and officially dedicated on 
Nov. 15, 1976. A time cap
sule was sealed in its base 
and is scheduled to be open 
in the year 2026. 

According to Ms. 
Freeman, the "Ring That 
Bell" ceremony began five 
years later at the urging of 
Doug Morris, editor of the 
local newspaper, the Sun 
City Citizen. Mr. Morris 
wrote an editorial castigat
ing residents for walking by 
the bell without even giving 

The Liberty Bell is the focal point of the community's annual "Ring that Bell" Ceremony held 
every Fourth of July in Memorial Garden. 
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it a cursury glance, much 
less making it chime. 

Mr. Morris would take 
pride in saying that Sun 
City's bell was the only 
replica of the Liberty Bell in 
the world that the public 
was allowed to touch and 
ring. Ms. Freeman says no 
one has ever been able to 
prove - or disprove - the 
statement, but it did go a 
long way toward prompting 
residents to ring the bell. 

It was one of Mr. 
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• Morris's editorials that 
served as the impetus 
behind the annual "Ring The plaque on the base of the Liberty Bell. 

A memorial to Mr. Webb 
The statue of Del E. Webb that now 
rests in Memorial Garden was 
designed and created by 
Scottsdale artist James Farley. At 
right is an early working model and 
at far right the artist begins work on 
the final sculpture in the backyard 
of his home. Below, the 1981 dedi
cation ceremony. Below left, the 
statue is about to be unveiled. 
Below right, John Meeker, presi
dent of the Del E. Webb 
Development Co., dedicates the 
statue in memory of the founder of 
Sun City. 

That Bell" ceremony. 
The ceremony, held annu

ally for the past 23 years at 
Bell Recreation Center, 
always ends with audience 
members taking turns "ring
ing the bell" for freedom. 

Until his death a few 
years ago, Mr. Morris 
served as the program's 
emcee. 

Proud of his role in orga
nizing the Fourth of July 
ceremony, Mr. Morris 
encouraged residents to ring 
the bell every day of the 
year, not just on July 4th. 
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Sun City history 

SUN CITY PIONEERS RECALL EARLY DAYS 
By LORA BERRY 
Independent Newspapers 

T 
he lifestyle that 
drew retirees to 
Sun City in 1960 is 
sti II a major attrac

tion to those over 55 years 
of age. 

"The lifestyle - the 
activities, amenities and 
excellent health care are still 
the same as they were 40 
years ago," said Jane 
Freeman, founder of the Sun 
Cities Area Historical 
Society. 

Along with the excellent 
health care available in the 
area, "the weather is still a 
big draw," agrees Phyllis 
Street, current president of 
the Historical Society. 

The JOb market in the 
Valley 1s also appealing for 
those 55 years of age who 
are still working, and like 
the community of Sun City. 

"Our Old House," at 
10801 Oakmont Ave. was 
Del Webb's first model 
home and it was furnished 
and ready to show on open
ing day, Jan. 1, 1960. It now 
houses The Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society. 

Early Sun Citians are 
proud of their pioneer spir
its, and the Historical 
Society has documented the 
milestones, and saved infor
mation about the retirees 
who moved to a new area of 
the country and a new, 
active lifestyle - Del 
Webb's Sun City. 

Mrs. Street and Mrs. 
Freeman remember the days 
when the Sun Bowl drew 
big name acts, such as 
Lawrence Welk and Roger 
Williams. 

"We had wonderful, free 
concerts," said Mrs. 
Freeman. But now most of 
the big names go to the 

The Sun Cities Historical Society is located in the very first 
model home ever built in Sun City - 10801 Oakmont Drive. 

Sundome, which is owned 
by Arizona State 
University. 

A poll was taken in 1960, 
and of the 1,050 residents it 
was found that 108 of them 
were in sales, 21 were mili
tary retirees and the remain
der were of various other 
occupations. 

Perhaps many of those 
salesmen worked for Del 
Webb as did John W. Dodt. 
"My husband was one of 
Del Webb's first salesmen. 
The Historical Society has a 
brochure with my hus
band's card still in it," said 
Ina Dodt, a Sun City pio
neer. 

Mrs. Dodt and her hus
band moved to Sun City in 
1960 and were married for 
63 years. " I still live in the 
same house and I love it!" 
she said. Mrs. Dodt was a 
hostess for Del Webb, wait
ing for prospects to arrive. 

Mrs. Dodt finds it a little 
harder to get around now 
than when she first moved 
to Sun City. 

events. 
During Sun City's 35th 

Anniversary Grand Old 
West Fest Parade, Marshal 
Ina Dodt was joined by fel
low parade Marshal's 
Naomi and Bill Langdon. 
The Langdons are also Sun 
City pioneers, with family 
ties in Youngtown, where 
Mr. Langdon' s parents 
lived. Forty years after Sun 
City's origination, the 
Langdons still reside here. 

Mr. Langdon, a former 
schoolteacher for 30 years 
and part-time cowboy, 
taught fifth grade in the 
Peoria School District and 
worked on ranches in the 
west Valley during summer 

breaks. Mrs. Langdon was a 
manicurist at a hair salon in 
Youngtown. 

The Langdons live in 
their original Sun City 
home, purchased in 
September 1960. Now they 
have an addition, a fire
place, gardens, and cowboy 
art that Mr. Langdon col
lects. 

Sun City has "grown real, 
real, fast. They started 
building Sun City across the 
tracks and it's grown since 
then and didn't stop," said 
Mrs. Langdon. 

Sun Citian Evelyn Grace 
Havlik's parents moved to 
Sun City in 1965. "If you 
had told me when my mom 
and dad moved out here that 
I would want to move here 
and not live anywhere else, 
I would have said that you 
were crazy," said Mrs. 
Havlik. She has three sons 
and she thinks they might 
eventually like to live here, 
too. 

Mrs. Havlik's father, 
Alfred Kabica, painted the 
mural that graces the 
Sundome's lobby. The 
mural is his depiction of 
how the earth began and 
how it will end if we don't 
take care of it. 

"There's lots more traf
fic, because of the growth," 
she noted. Mrs. Dodt 
doesn't let traffic stand in 
her way. She has friends in 
Sun City, and friends from 
her church, and she gets out 
to attend parties and special Naomi and Bill Langdon, residents of Sun City since 1960. 



Memories of past springs 

Sun City at one time was 
the spring home to the 
Milwaukee Brewers base
ball team. Thousands of 
fans would pack Sun City 
Stadium, located at 111 th 
and Grand avenues, to 
watch Hall of Fame greats 
such as Hank Arron, right. 
At far right , a resident 
watches as the stadium is 
demolished in the early 
1990s. 

' 
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SUN CITY VISITORS CENTER 
THE CENTER FOR INFORMATION 
Annually, the Sun City Visitor's Center welcomes and assists 

thousands of Sun Citians, their visiting friends and/or 
family members and area vacationeers. 

The Center offers the following: 
Information to tell the Sun City story including bruchures, 
maps and magazines. 

A video depicting the benefits and attractions of the Sun City lifestyle. 

Guided tours of various facilities - recreation complexes, 
sparkling clean neighborhoods and convenient shopping centers. 

Prominently located in the Promenade Center 
Southwest corner of 99th Avenue and Bell Road 

1-800-437-8146 • 623-977-5000 
www.commercemarketplace.com/shops/suncity 

e-mail: scvisitorctr@uswest.net 



PAGE 26 SUN CITY 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

City of Volunteers 

'CITY OF VOLUNTEERS ' MORE THAN A SLOGAN 
Civic leader coined 
phrase to honor 
community spirit 

By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

s igns at most 
entrances to the 
community pro
claim Sun City's 

commitment to volun-
teerism. 

But how did Sun City 
become known as the "City 
of Volunteers?" 

George Hartman, a Sun 
City resident since 1977, is 
responsible. 

He coined the phrase in 
1993 and signs were erected 
by Maricopa County in June 
of that year, he recalls. 

"We were having trouble 
in the community regarding 
the image outside the com
munity. Some people 
thought we were snobs and 
didn't like children," Mr. 
Hartman says. "So I thought 
we needed something to 
counter that." Thus, the 
moniker was born. 

Mr. Hartman set about to 
determine how many dollars 
the county saved annually 
by having Sun Citians pro
vide volunteers services, 
through such organizations 
as the Sun City Posse and 
PRIDES. 

"I figured there was a sav
ing to the county of $13 to 
$15 million with work sup
plied by volunteers," he 
says. 

The volunteer efforts paid 
off not only in savings for 
the county but in an 
improved image for Sun 
City, according to Mr. 
Hartman. 

Affixing the label "City 
of Volunteers" began "to 

I figured there 
was a saving to the 

county of $13 to 
$15 million with 
work supplied by 

volunteers. 

George Hartman, 
Creator of the "City of 
Volunteers" slogan 

change the thinking about 
Sun City," Mr. Hartman 
notes. "Eventually, the 
thinking caught on." 

When the slogan was 
adopted, a concerted effort 
was made to get the mes
sage conveyed. 

"We started asking 
everyone to put it on letter
head," Mr. Hartman 
remembers. 

The public relations 
effort paid off as Sun City 
began receiving wide recog
nition for its high level of 
volunteer participation. 

Sun City's volunteerism 
has returned to the forefront 
through the massive effort 
involved with planning and 
staging the wide array of 
events planned for the com
munity's 40th anniversary 
celebration. 

The celebration would 
not have gotten beyond the 
formative stage were it not 
for the cadre of volunteers, 
Mr. Hartman points out. 

One of those cadre of 
volunteers is Mr. Hartman, 
who has given much to the 
community since his move 
here from Encino, Calif. 

During his 23 years of 
residence in Sun City, Mr. 
Hartman served two terms 

on the Sun City Home 
Owners Association board 
of directors, as a director for 
the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City Inc., as a director 
for Blue Cross, Blue Shield 
of Arizona, as a director for 
the Red Cross and as a 
member of the Community 
Fund board of directors. 

He is also a past president 
of the Sun City Foundation 
and the Lions Club. 

He not only remains 
active as a volunteer but he 
tries to stir people within the 
community to action 
through talks on volun
teerism he delivers to vari
ous organizations in Sun 

City. 
During his more than two 

decades of living in Sun 
City, Mr. Hartman has not 
noticed a diminished desire 
among residents to volun
teer, but he has seen a 
reduction in the number of 
people who do lend their 
time. 

He does not necessarily 
attribute that to a self-cen
tered or selfish attitude on 
the part of the residents, but 
to the lack of organization's 
soliciting help. 

"You have to ask the new 
people coming into the 
community to volunteer," 
Mr. Hartman says. "In our 
day, you just did it. 

"Also, a lot of the new 
residents are still working," 
he adds. "I don't see any 
reduction in the willingness 
of people." 

He acknowledges that 
Sun City's service clubs 
have had difficulty attract
ing new members but he is 
convinced people would be 
willing to volunteer their 
time and energy to the com
munity if asked. 

"If we are to continue 
with volunteers, we must 
start asking for volunteers," 
he emphasizes. 

A special salute to Sun City volunteers was held Feb. 14 at 
the Sun Bowl. Residents who volunteer their time to worthy 
causes were treated to lunch and entertainment. 
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City of Volunteers 

VOLUNTEERISM IN SUN CITY: BREAKING IT DOWN 
Sun City is known as the "City of 

Volunteers." Based on data provided 
by approximately 75 responding orga
ni zati ons , the 40th Anniversary 
Committee found out just how true that 
slogan really is. 

Following is a breakdown on volun
teerism in Sun C ity. Organization s 
were classified in specific categories: 

Churches & Synagogues 
Based on 18 responses 

Volunteers: ... .... ... .. . 3,596 
Hours per year: .... .. 2,456,050 
Economic value: . . . $12,280,000 

Service to Handicapped/Needy 
Based on 7 responses 

Volunteers: .... . . . ....... 796 
Hours per year: . .. . . .. . 202,300 
Economic Value: . ... $1 ,011 ,000 

NO PROBLEM \ 
90 DAY CLUB )' 

. SATISFACTION·. ! So·N 

". 

Hospital and Care Centers: 
Based on 13 responses 

Sun City Volunteers: .. . ... 2,340 
Hours Per Year: .. . . ... 413,300 
Economic Value: . ... $1 ,735,750 

Community Service 
Based on 24 responses 

Sun City Volunteers: .. ... . 1,866 
Hours Per Year: .... . .. . 94,100 
Economic Value: . ... $2,028,700 

Total of All Responses 
Sun City Volunteers: . . . . .. 8,598 
Hours Per Year: ...... 3,465,750 
Economic Value: ... $17,250,000 

Source: Sun City 40th Anniversary 
Committee. Figures do not include 
any seNice clubs, schools and only 
about half of the known organiza
tions that use volunteers. 
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THE BEST READ NEWSPAPERS 

IN THE NORTHWEST VALLEY 
Now serving five Northwest Valley Communities with five sepa
rate weekly newspapers. Offering the best coverage of local 
news, people and events in the communities of Sun City, Sun City 
West, Youngtown, Surprise, El Mirage, Arrowhead Ranch and 
now Peoria! Home-delivered to 81 ,000 homes each and every 
week. Week in and week out, more Northwest Valley residents 
turn to the Independent than any other newspaper for their local 
news. 

Call 623-972-6101 
for advertising information 

10220 W. Bell Road, Ste. 116, Sun City, Arizona 85351 

Sun Cities • Sun City West • Surprise • Peoria • Arrowhead Ranch 
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City of Volunteers 

POSSE KEEPS CLOSE WATCH OVER SUN CITY 
The low crime rate 

enjoyed by Sun City resi
dents is due, in large part, to 
the crime-prevention efforts 
of the Sheriffs Posse of Sun 
City. 

The all-volunteer group 
acts as the "eyes and ears" 
of the Maricopa County 
Sheriffs Office, the primary 
law-enforcement agency 
responsible for protecting 
Sun City. 

In 1973 a group of Sun 
City residents banded 
together to patrol the streets 
as a deterrent to crime. A 
year later the Posse was 
formed. Like Sun City itself, 
the Posse has expanded 
tremendously to serve the 
growing needs of the com-

munity. 
At first, 52 men and 

women in civilian clothes 
patrolled in private cars with 
their own citizen's band 
radios. Today the Sun City 
Sheriffs Posse has 170 uni
formed members, 15 fully 
equipped patrol cars, its own 
radio station and an admin
istation building. 

Using its 9-1-1 monitor, 
the Posse responds to all fire 
and medical calls, as well as 
accidents in Sun City. Other 
services include: 
■ Vacation Watch to 

check Sun City houses while 
occupants are away for any 
length of time. 
■ Funeral Watch where a 

Posse member will stand 

security watch while resi
dents attend local funeral or 
memorial services. 
■ Block Watch programs, 

whereby Posse members 
explain and assist in creating 
the program that promotes 
neighbors looking out for 
each other. 
■ Home Security Checks 

- both inside and out -
that provide residents with 
suggestions on how to 
upgrade a home's security. 

The Posse does not 
receive any county, state or 
federal funds to carry out its 
programs and all Posse 
members are unpaid volun
teers. 

Once a year, homeowners 
are asked to help support the 

Posse financially and the 
response has been gratify
ing. 

Financial assistance and 
volunteer help are always 
welcomed by the Sun City 
Posse. 

ARIZONA 

NNI 

IVIJR ii YOU'VIJ RIJVIJf danclJd blJIOflJ •.• 
_ Join us for II/EE DUCE lESSOIIS I/IEE FOOD -and lhtJ GrtJaltJSI Danell Music in lhlJ Wodd I 

SUN CITY BAllROOM 
For a whole nite of 
Entertainment $3.00 

DANCEClUB 
d night at the 

Every S~ a~..., 6:30'til 10 pm. 
Bell Rec. Center Social H 

BALLROOM DANCE LESSONS By Professional 
Instructors: Mondays at Marinette Recreation Ctr. From 
S p.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Wednesdays at Bell Recreation 
Ctr. From 6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

For mo 
nnation C 
77-9312 
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Ci~ of Volunteers 

SUNSHINE SERVICE HELPS Our IN A PINCH 

A 
!though Sunshine 
Service is known 
mainly as a lend
ing agency for 
sickroom and 

medical equipment, its ser
vices are more far reaching. 

Sunshine Service can pro
vide a rollaway bed or cot 
for visiting family or 
friends. 

Also available for visiting 
grandchildren are cribs, 
playpens, car seats, folding 
high chairs, strollers and 
many other necessitities. 

Amazingly enough, there 
is absolutely no rental fee 
for the use of these items. 
Hopefully, the grateful resi
dents who use the service 
will make a donation, but no 
pressure is put on anyone to 
do so. 

Sunshine Service is a 
non-profit corporation and 
is funded entirely by volun
tary contributions and 
memorial gifts. No federal, 
state or municipal funds 
have ever been requested or 
received. 

The roots of the agency 
date back to 1961 when the 
Sun City Civic Association 
(now the Home Owners 
Association) appointed a 
Sunshine Committee. 

Within a year, there was 
an apparent need for hospi
tal beds, which rented for 
$35 a month, wheelchairs, 
canes, etc. 

The committee purchased 
four hospital beds for $25 
each, along with walkers 
and other second-hand 
equipment and residents 
began to donate items. The 
first bed and wheelchair 
were loaned out on April 2, 
1962. 

All equipment was stored 
in the apartment of the Rev. 
Duane Thistlethwaite, com
mittee chairman, who went 

Sunshine Service Board of Directors for 2000, from left, seated, Audrey Hanks, vice presi
dent; Theodore Olson, president. Standing, from left, Frank Simlik, Colonel Vause, treasurer; 
Ralph Gerber, secretary; Janet Spooner, Ronald Powell, Martha Dale, Arlene Porter and 
James Sinclair. 

on to serve for 17 years as 
president of Sunshine 
Service. 

Today, the agency occu
pies a building with 22,000 
square feet of warehouse 
and office space. 

Sunshine Service equip
ment is used in about 2,800 

homes each year. 
At any given time, they 

can have out on loan 1,000 
walkers, nearly as many 
wheelchairs, and countless 
hospital beds, crutches, 
commodes, bedpans and 
more. 

The Rev. 
Duane 

Thistle
thwaite, 

one of the 
early 

founders of 
Sunshine 

Service. 

A look back: Sun City's first church 
United Church of 
Sun City has the 

distinction of being 
the community's first 
church. The photo at 

right shows the 
church as it pre

pared to celebrate 
its 25th anniversary 

in 1985. 

Photo by BRET 
McKEAND/lndependent 

Newspapers 
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City of Volunteers 

SC PRIDES MAINTAIN COMMUNITY'S BEAUTY 
From early morning until 

early evening, men and 
women clad in orange safety 
vests go about the business 
of sweeping, raking and dis
posing of tons of debris that 
accumulates on Sun City' s 
210 miles of streets, park
ways and medians. 

and parkways. 
For nearly two decades 

the PRIDES have been 
extraordinarily successful in 
achieving their dual purpose 
of maintaining the beauty of 
Sun City while lessening 
the financial burden on gov
ernment. 

These people are some of 
the 300 men and women 
who make up the Sun City 
PRIDES -an acronym for 
Proud Residents 
Independently Donating 
Essential Services. 

Others of the all-volunteer 
work force water, feed and 
trim trees and shrubs. Still 
others maintain the county's 
26 miles of watering system 
as well as the 11 miles of 
drainage ditches. 

Sweeping the streets, picking up trash and maintaining the 
landscaping along the road are just a few of duties of Sun 
City PRIDES volunteers. 

Maricopa County offi
cials estimate that the 
62,000 hours of volunteer 
work performed each year 
by the PRIDES has a value 
of more than $500,000 
annually. 

The PRIDES depend on 
donations from citizens, 
clubs and businesses to pro
vide its funds. 

The PRIDES certainly 
live up to their motto of 
"Keeping Sun City 
Beautiful." The non-profit 
corporation was organized 

Gallery of Affordable Art - Unique Gifts 
Sculptures - Paintings 

Southwestern & Contemporary Works of Art 

The Promenade 
I 000 I W. Bell Rd., Suite 126 
Sun City.AZ 85351 623-933-7 429 

VALLEY BEAUTY SALON 
Full 
Service 

13606 99th Avenue Salon 
Sun City, AZ. 85351 
(Thunderbird Plaza) 

623-933-0996 

in 1980 when the Del Webb 
Corporation turned over to 
Maricopa County the 
responsibility of maintaining 
Sun City's streets, medians 

The "Help Wanted" sign 
is always out for workers 
and donations. 

LARKIN & 
ASSOG~HS 
A Licensed Investment Adviser 

Located in Sun City Since 1982 

We Proudly Join in 
Saluting Sun City, on its 

40th Anniversary! 

J. Donald Larkin, CFP 

17220 N. Boswell Blvd. #L200 
Sun City, AZ 85373 

623-972-6155 
www.fnic.com/larkin .., 
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Cify of Volunteers 

VISITORS CENTER PROMOTES SUN CITY 
The original Sun City is 

still the best known active 
retirement community in the 
United States, if not the 
world. 

When the Del E. Webb 
Corporation finished Sun 
City and shifted its attention 
to Sun City West, it became 
apparent that the original 
Sun City needed to actively 
promote and market itself if 
it hoped to compete for new 
residents with the newer, 
more elaborate retirement 
communities being con
structed in Arizona and 
other parts of the nation. 

In the late 1980s, a group 
of farsighted residents began 
laying the groundwork for 
what would eventually 
become the Sun City 
Visitors Center. 

In October 1980 the Sun 
City Ambassadors, a dedi-

cated group of concerned 
residents and business peo
ple who wanted to ensure 
that Sun City remained a 
world-class retirement loca
tion, was organized. The 
group's sole purpose was to 
continue what Del Webb 
had previously done when 
the company was still 
involved with Sun City: 
Promote the community 
nationwide to prospective 
retirees. 

The Ambassadors's most 
ambitious and rewarding 
project became the Sun City 
Visitors Center, located in 
the Promenade Shopping 
Center on the southwest cor
ner of 99th A venue and Bell 
Road. 

Staffed by volunteers, the 
center offers a wealth of 
information about housing, 
health care facilities, leisure 

activities and amenities 
available throughout Sun 
City. 

About 14,000 people visit 
the Visitors Center each 
year and thousands make 
contact by telephone or in 
writing. The center also now 
gets great response from its 
website on the Internet. 
About 1,000 information 
packets are sent out each 
month to interested people 
throughout the world. 

Residents are invited to 
join the Sun City 
Ambassadors or yisit the 
Visitors Center. Volunteers 
are always needed to help 
with the neverending chal
lenge of sharing to future 
generations the beauty of 
Sun City and the joy of liv
ing in the nation's first 
active adult retirement com
munity. 

The Sun City Visitors Center 
is located at 99th Avenue 
and Bell Road. 

INTERFAITH SERVICES OFFERS MANY PROGRAMS 
Independence is 
primary goal of IFS 

The many services offered 
by the 400 volunteers and 
110 employees of Interfaith 
Services are dedicated to 
helping people remain in 
their own homes with digni
ty and independence for as 
long as possible. 

Five areas of services 
include: 
■ Adult Day Health 

Centers provide programs 
for people who are unable to 
function independently and 
offer much needed respite 
for caregivers. Three centers 
are in Sun City, and one 
each in Sun City West, 
Peoria, Wickenburg and 
Goodyear. 

■ Therapeutic Services to 
enhance quality of life 
through individual or group 
behavioral health counsel
ing. Among issues 
addressed are loneliness, 
depression, family/marital 
problems, substance abuse 
or dependency, grief and 
bereavement. 
■ Home Services offers 

grocery shopping, phone 
pals, emergency errands, 
transportation, handyman 
services and an opportunity 
for caregivers to take a 
break. 
■ Care Management 

Program is designed to 
ensure coordination of prop
er service to individuals 
based on careful assessment 
of their needs. 

■ Home Care Assistance 
provides paid workers to 
help with bathing and dress
ing, meal preparation, per
sonal care, light housekeep
ing, errands and companion 
sitting. Registered nurses 
supervise all personnel. 

The concept of Interfaith 
Services began in 1981 
when the Sun Cities Area 
Ministerial Association, 
consisting of clergy from all 
denominations, responded 
to the need for various 
social services in a retire
ment community. 

The agency today serves 
more than 7,000 people a 
year, many of them utilizing 
multiple programs on a 
weekly or a daily basis. 

Interfaith Services pro-

gram are supported by indi
vidual and business dona
tions, gifts, endowments, 
bequests, grants, fees and 
reimbursements. Some 
funding comes from the 
Area Agency on Aging. 

Always welcome are con
tributions and new volun
teers to help Interfaith fulfill 
its commitment to the grow
ing communities of its ser
vice areas. 
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We are the 
Phoenix Jlrea Chapter ef 

FREEDOMS 
FOUNDATION 

at Valley 'Forge 

Our Business is AMERICA! 
We Teach Americans -

Especially Children - - About America. 
• The Phoenix Chapter is the only chapter in the country that furnishes a wide selection 

of exciting "Living History" programs which reinforce the study of American history in 
Maricopa County Schools. Programs are performed in costume or with props by volunteers, 
some from theater groups. No charge to schools. We reach approximately 20,000 students 
every year! 

• Scholarships are provided for students and teachers to attend seminars at historic 
Valley Forge in Pennsylvania. 

• "Living History" performances are available to adult groups, such as fraternal, church, 
social, and at community activities. 

£earn what we 
are Join9 in 

your little corner 
of Jl.merica. 

(Jet a piece 
of Jl.merica ... 

Call 623-546-2609 
for free literature. 
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Sun City at 40: A Retrospective 

The Freedom Shrine , located in Memorial 
Garden at Bell Recreation Center, is sponsored 
by the Sun Cities Exchange Club and contains 
copies of some of our nation's most important 
and historic documents. 

Jane Freeman, former 
president of the Sun 

Cities Historical 
Society, speaks dur

ing a Fourth of July 
"Ring That Bell" 

Ceremony in 
Memorial Garden. 

Before it all began. Youngtown - as it appeared in 1955, five years 
before Sun City opened. After looking at Youngtown, Del Webb was 
intrigued by the concept of a seniors-only community and soon thereafter 
began drawing up plans for Sun City. When this photo was taken, 
Youngtown had the West Valley all to itself. 

The sundial at Sundial Rec Center: Largest 
man-made sundial in North America. 

The West Valley Art Museum was built with 
donations from Sun Citians. Although located in 
Surprise, the museum was originally planned to 
be built on a site near 111 th Avenue and 
Thunderbird Road. Officials went so far as to 
hold "official" groundbreaking ceremonies in the 
early 1980s at the original site. On hand were, 
from left, Dr. Obadiah Harris of ASU, Duane 
Von Fange, Spencer Earnshaw, president of 
the then-Sun City Art Museum, and Phil Brant 
of the Del E. Webb Development Co. 



Automotive Specialists 
Family Owned & Operated 

1500 I N . Del Webb Blvd. 

Jim Rose 

Sun Cicy,AZ 8S351 

623-876-41 16 
623-876-41 18 Fax 

Crystal Rose 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

SUN CITY! 
.. ~ _ SUN CITIES 

llDBPBNDIIT 
Sun City's Community Weekly Since 1960 

10220 W. Bell Road, Ste. 116, Sun City, Ariz. 85351 
(623)972-6101 Fax: (623)974-6004 
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"HapplJ. 40th Sun Citlj. 11 

< ! / Y,i,}, ""\,Y . 
JOHN WALLICK 

JEWELER S 

Arizona's First GEM-VISION 

10050 W. Bell, Ste. 32 * Sun City, AZ 85351 
(623) 972-1000 * (623) 876-1358 Fu 

D '1 D's Framing 
and Gallery 

"Where Framing Is An Art" 
• Custom Framing • Creative Custom Mats 
• Stitchery Stretching • Shadow Boxes 
• Ready Made Frames • FREE Advice & Estimates 
• Conservation Framing • Prints & Affordable Art 

Grand Bell Plaza 
16551 N. Dysart Road • Surprise, AZ 85374 

623-583-3133 

CONGRATULATION 

SUN CITY ON YOUR 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mark H. Lidner, D.D.S 
and Staff 

General Dentistry 
Cleaning & Gum Treatment 
Implants 
Root Canal Therapy 
Crowns & Bridges 
Reline & Repair Dentures 
Fillings & Cosmetic Bonding 

13203 N. 103rd, Suite H-1 Sun City 

WE 
CATER 

TO 
COWARDS 

AND 
CHICKENS! 

( 623) 972-7322 
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The Sun City 40th Anniversary Committee would like to 
thank the following businesses and organizations for their 
support and continued sponsorship of Anniversary activities 
scheduled throughout the year: 

Abbotts Men's Shop 
ABCO 
A.P.S. 
Ace Hardware 
All American Service 
American Eye Institute 
Amethyst Arbor 
Arizona Partners 
Arizona Senior World 
Art Rage Us 
Atlasta Catering 
Aztec West Beauty Salon 
Bell Camino Beauty Salon 
Best Buy 
Big O Tires 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
British Airways 
Bob Brown AC/H 
Carpet Library 
Carrabba's 
Chang Lees Restaurant 
Chums Lounge 
Circuit City 
Citizen's Utilities 
Costco 
Cox 
Daily News - Sun 
Del Webb Corp. 
Denny's TV 
Desert Amethyst 
Diamondbacks 

Dino's Hair Salon Phoenix Area Freedom Wild Birds Unlimited 
EZ Go Golf Cart Phoenix Suns A.R. Wilde Fine Jewelry 
Fay's Custom Lingerie Pickard Travel York Furniture 
Ford Travel Pro-Tee & Associates CI u b:iLO mall izati II Ill!; 
Fry's (Kroger) Prudential Properties AFL-CIO West Valley 
Geno's Carpets Ramada Express American - Italian Club 
Geo's Barber Salon Recreation Centers Aquatic Weavers Club 
Golf Cars of America of Sun City, Inc. Bell Ceramic Club 
Greenway Terrace Royal Oaks Life Care Bell Woodshop Club 

Hair Styling Safeway Bocce Club 
Hil Co. Mechanical Schmiedes & Son Choraliers Club 
Home Depot Jewelers Fairway Woodshop Club 
Home Owners Setterberg Jewelers Grandmothers & Friends 

Association Shamrock Foods Club 
Inn at the Amethyst S & S Tires Lakeview Lawn Bowls 
Independent Newspapers Sun Camera Club 
K-Mart Sun Country Credit Union Lakeview Woodshop Club 
Bob Kenney Travel Sunland Memorial Park Ula M. Miller 
1230KOY Radio Sun Life Magazine Oakmont Men's Club 
Lakes Club Sun Health Corp. Stretch & Slim Club 
Lakes West Barber Shop Target Sundial Craft Club 
Lund Cadillac The Optical Boutique Sundial Dance Club 
Magic Music Thunderbird Barber Sundial Men's Club 
Ken Meade Realty Thunderbird Foundation Sun City Balli oom 
MediSun Phoenix Open Dance Club 
Miller's Hallmark Trader Joe's Sun City Clay Club 
Nan's Dress Shop Tres Arcos Dress Shop Sun City Singles Dance 
Norwest/Wells Fargo Bank U.S. Post Office West Valley Union Club 
Olympic Car Wash Union 76 Gas YACSS-UAW 
On the Run Valley Beauty Salon West Valley Union 
Palmer's Plumbing John Wallick (Family Tree) 

Call 623-97 4-1541 
For a complete list of upcoming 

activities, or visit our headquarters 
in Greenway Shopping Center. 

This ad donated by the Sun Cities Independent. 
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To help celebrate the 40th 
Anniversary of Sun City, Canyon 
State A/C & Heating will be donat
ing a Trane XLl 400 high efficiency 
heat pump valued at $4,200 
installed. The donation will be the 
prize for the 2nd place winner of 
the Golf Cart Parade on April 1, 
2000. So, get in your golf cart & 

1. IV,. join in the parade as we celebrate 
.. , . . . , . . > 'v,t~e 40th Anniversary of Sun City/I"":' l/..1 

r-. -,, m \, 
CANYON STATE is dedicate~ 'i"~~ being your favorite Afr;;· ( 
Conditioning & Heating Company in the Sun Cities. We have 
earned the TRANE Outstanding Dealer Award 4 years in a row. 
We will give you professional in-home estimates, trained and 
certified service technicians and installers, superior comfort 
and the highest rated products. / . 

g_ ~all us today for a free in-home estimateJM~t 

ijr 1~, 977-6021 · A7; 
Canyon~ State 
Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc. 

rr~ Your Comfort ls Our Bwines.,. ™ 
I t's Hard To Stop A Trane. '" 

Visit Our Showroom at 99th & Bell Rd. 
(next to Ace Hardware) 

6 Months Same As Cash, O.A.C. 
Lie. 095769 •Bonded• Insured 
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YOU DESERVE 

TO BE IN THE 

SPOTLIGHT. 

APS would like to congratulate 

the tremendous efforts 

of everyone involved 

in the success of this 

outstanding event. 

APS 

LAJIIS 
THE POWER TO MAKE IT HAPPEN w 
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JJapptJ 4 oth Aniver3ar" 

Just think, 40 years ago the Valley of the Sun welcomed your uniquely 

designed senior community. Aside from being a special part of Arizona's 
heritage, you continue to symbolize senior living at its best! 

As a company who happens to be celebrating 60 years in the health care 
business, we're delighted to be a part of your anniversary. 

We' re also pleased to be a good neighbor in your vibrant community. As the 
' proud sponsor of the Sun City Porns and provider of Medicare supplements 

to thousands of residents, your decades of success are something we applaud! 

+. 
" 

BlueCro~ 
~ Blue~hield 

. of Arizona 
An lndepcndenl ~ cl the Bl~ ~ ~nd Blue Sh,eld .o\s,;oaauon 
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January i!DDO - Arizona Senior Wortd - West: 

YEAR-LONG EVENTS PLANNED 

Sun City celebrates its 40th anniversary 
Sun City Foundation. a privately funded 
organil.ation whose duties include fman
cial assistantt to needy residents of Sun 
City. Visitors to the ~ents will be able to 
purchase gifts and souvenirs. with the 
proceeds going to the foundation. Many 
items are already on sale - among them, 
and selling fast. is the 40th anniversary 
cook book of favorite recipes submitted 
by dozens of Sun City residents. 

By Jeannette Ryder 
Arizona Senior World's Special Corn:spondent 

Sun City. Arizona. is the place to be in 
the year 2000 as it celebrates its 40th 
anniversary with year-long activities and 
special events. 

For the past several months commit
tees composed of Sun City residents 
have been putting the final touches on a 
calendar of events that showcases this 
planned active retirement community. 
Rev. Fran Parks, chairman of the 40th 
anniversary steering 
committee, said that the 
committees· aim is to let 
as many people as pos-

. sible know about the 
celebrations and events 
they are planning and 
offers an open invitation 
to everyone to come and 
see just how active this community real
ly is. 

The festivities start on January 9 at 
the Sun Dial Auditorium with a kick-off 
dinner dance for 750 people. Music for 
dancing is provided by The Freddy 

Guerra Orchestra. On January 25, the 
Seniors Lovin' Life E>..-po promises to be 

. another major event. also at the Sun 
Dial Auditorium from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Booths. entertainment, free drawings, a 
continental breakfast and admission are 
all free at this day-long event. All resi
dents and visitors are invited to come 
and browse through the displays. gather 
information and enjoy the live entertain
ment. A number of other events are 
scheduled January 10-29 and people 
wishing to find out more details should 
phone the 40th anniversary office at 
(623) 974-1541 

Sun City first opened its doors to 
active retirees in 1960 when the Del 
Webb Corporation presented the first 
model homes for sale at an affordable 
price to people from diverse back
grounds wishing to spend their retire
ment in a planned community. The idea 
of living in a resort-like atmosphere with 
extensive amenities captured the imagi
nation of more than 100.000 people the 
first weekend that the models were open 
and 237 house contracts were written 

within 72 hours. The original develop
ment was completely sold out by 1975 
and today is home to approximately 
43.000 people. 

As Sun City began to grow. so did the 
need for social services. Many of these 
needs were met by volunteers to the 
extent that today Sun City is called the 
-city .of Volunteers.· Plans are underway 
to honor them at a huge gathering at 
the Sun Bowl Auditorium on February 
14 as part of the 40th celebration. 

The aim of the 40th anniversary com
mittees. while expanding the visibility of 
Sun City, Is to also raise funds for the 

Anyone wishing to obtain more infor
mation or to get involved in the celebra
tions should call the 40th anniversary 
office at 623-97 4-1541. 
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Sun City will celebrate 
40th with yearlong party 

lly Connie Cone Sexton 
The Arizona Republic 

Sun City residents better keep 

something for a ~hole year," said 
Phyllis Roach, vice president of 
the Sun City 40th Anniversary 
Club. 

I their calendars clear this year. 
Plenty of room is needed for the 
dozens of events planned for the 
community's 40th anniversary. 

When discussions started a 
couple of years ago over how to 
celebrate the Jan. 1, 1960, open
ing of Sun City, it was clear no 
one wanted just one big burst, 
area leaders said. 

"Everybody wanted to do 

From Page I 

helping shape a yearlong calen
dar of events to showcase Sun 
City, its history and its future. 

Along the way, residents will 
be honored, especially those who 
have donated countless hours of 
volunteer work. 

The events kick off Sunday 
with a sold-out dinner dance. 
Upcoming activjties include con
certs, ice cream socials and pa
rades. Capping the year will be a 
celebration Dec. 17. 

A highlight of the year may be 
the five-part "Enrichment Semi
nars." Fran Park,'a retired pastor 
from Faith Presbyterian Church 
in Sun City and president of the 
Sun City 40th Anniversary Club, 
will lead the programs. Topics 
will include senior care and age
related research. 

The first program, on active 
retirement, is scheduled for 8 to 

About 18 months ago, Roach 
said, she realized Sun City was 
not only going to experience its 
40th anniversary, but doing it in 
step with the millennium. 

"So our plans had to be some
thing special," she said. 

Other community residents 
had the same notion, and today, 
more than 100 people have been 

Sec SUN CITY I Page 6 

10 a .m. Jan. 27 at the Lakes Club, 
10484 Thunderbird Road. Admis
sion is free. 

A goal of the 40th anniversary 
club is to raise money during the 
year to buy a van for special 
transportation needs in the com
munity. 

In addition, tickets are being 
sold this year for a Dec. 17 raffle I 
to benefit the Sun City Founda
tion, the fund-raising arm of the 
Recreation Centers. A Cadillac 
De Ville is among the prizes. 

The tickets cost $10 for one or 
$25 for three, and they may be 
purchased at the anniversary 
club headquarters at the south
western corner of 103rd Avenue 
3.11d Greenway Road in the 
Greenway Terrace shopping cen
ter. Information: (602) 974-1541. 

Reach the reporter at 
connie.sexton@ArizonaRepublic.com or 
at (602)444-7ll8. 



un 
PARTY TIME: Hundreds 
turn out for the kickoff of 
year-long'anniversary 
festivities 
JOSH KRIST 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The 750 people at Sundial Recreation 
Center bowed their heads and joined the 
master of ceremonies at Sun City's 40th 
birthday celebration kickoff Sunday night. 

"We thank you for the people who made 
this vision into a reality." emcee Doug Carav
aggio said in his opening prayer. 

Freddy Guerra's Orchestra. which 
includes former members of the Glenn Miller 
Band. started playing music and the dance 
floor at Sundial Recreation Center was filled 
with twirling couples. 

Roses weaved into lights decorated the 
edge of the dance floor, and many people 
were wearing spiffy black and white outfits. 

-rhey did it so nic(!ly ," said Doris Cassedy. 
a 20 year Sun City resident. 

• 11le truth is. there's no better place to 
be." she said. a sentiment seconded by her 
nusband. Ed. 

It was 40 years ago that curious crowds, 
lured by the promise of a new era in retire
ment lifestyles. converged on Grand Avenue 
to see the "Sun City" that Phoenix builder 
Del Webb had plunked down in the former 
cotton fields of Marinette Ranch. 

There had been considerable hoopla about 
the "retirement haven" and its amenities. and 
traffic was heavy. So heavy that it backed up 
for miles. 

■ 

I 
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•Jim Foster tips his top hat to Sun City and its 
40th anniversary celebration Sunday at Sun
dial Recreation Center. 

And what Delbert Eugene Webb had· ere
. ated was so attractive that sales people ran 
out of receipts for the eager buyers. 

It quickly became a runaway success. 
Sunday. residents of the community which 

eventually grew to include 42,00_0 people. 
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kicked off a yearlong celebration. 
"I've been to all of the Sun Cities all 

over the country, and this is number one," 
Caravaggio said in-between greeting 
friends and helping people find their seats. 

"I love the people; I love the golf, the 
facilities, the weather - there's so much 
here," he said. 

Tom Chambers, a former Phoenix Suns 
basketball star, was at the event. · 

"I see 800 people having a good time," 
he said. 

Chambers said this part of the Valley is 
often overlooked. 

"We're here to recognize it. Everyone's 
here dancing, having a great time. I love 
it," he said. 

The proceeds from Sunday's event, and 
any other money-making events during 
the yearlong festivities, will be used to buy 
vans to transport Sun Citians who don't 
drive, Caravaggio said. 

"It's already a big success," he said. 
The Sun City 40th Anniversary Com

mittee had no trouble selling all 750 tick
ets to the event. At $20 a person, they 
were gone within a few weeks, said Phyllis 
Roach, vice chairwoman of Sun City's 40th 
Anniversary Committee. 

"We received a call from a sponsor to see 
if we needed help selling the tickets," she 
said. "They were already gone." 

There was so much interest in the party 
that the committee created a waiting list. 

More than $100,000 in gifts, including a 
Cadillac valued at $47,000,'will be raffied. 
during the 2000 celebration. Tickets are 
$10 each or three for $25, Roach said. The 
prizes will be awarded at the en9 of 2000. 
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Wendel and Gerri McCabe spin around the_ dance floor during the kickoff of Sun City's 40th anniversary celebration Sunday at Sundial 
Recreation Center. More photos, Page D1 
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Discount rides offered to anniversary events 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun Citians lacking transporta
tion need not be excluded from 
participating in the festivities asso
ciated with the community 's 40th 
anniversary celebration. 

The 40th Anniversary 
Committee wants everyone to be 
able to enjoy the numerous events 
planned throughout the year, so 
they have arranged for Sun Cities 
Area Transit to provide round-trip 
transportation to events at a 

s 
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reduced rate. 
The committee will defray $ I of 

the normal $5 round- trip fare 

through the passenger's use of the I 
coupon found elsewhere in this 
newspaper. 

"Instead of the usual $5 round
trip fare, a passenger will give the 
driver $4 and the coupon out of the 
newspaper, to attend an anniver
sary event," explained Fran Park, 

1 
40th Anniversary Committee 
chairman. 

SCAT has also agreed to pro
vide this service for nighttime and 
weekend events . when it may not 

normally provide service. 
Arrangements with SCAT were 

worked out by Marge Murphy, a 
committee member, and Tom 
Profico, SCAT executive director. 

Mrs. Murphy, who serves on the 
Sun City Home Owners 
Association Transportation 
Committee with Mr. Profico, pro
posed the idea to Mr. Profico, who 
agreed it would be a beneficial ser
vice. 

People seeking a ride to an 
anniversary event must reserve 
space at least three days prior to the 
activity, according to Mr. Park. 
They may do so by calling the 

VF 40th ANNIVERSARY 

Anniversary Committee office at 
974-1541 between the hours of 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. 

Mr. Park noted that all proceeds 
of the anniversary celebration will 
be turned over to the Sun City 
Foundation "for the purchase of 
vans." "So, the committee believes 
we need to start the process as early 
as possible to assist people in 
attending anniversary event," he 
added. 

Among the anniversary events 
upcoming in the next two months 
are: Volunteer Recognition Day, 10 
a.m.•1 p.m., Feb. 14 , Sun Bowl; 
Bellevue Heights Church; Sun City 
musicians concert, 7:30 p.m., Feb. 
15, Sundial Recreation Center; 
Symphony of the West Val ley, 3 
p.m., Feb. 27, Sundome; Sun City 
chamber music concert, 7:30 p.m., 
March 13, Bellevue Heights Church; 
Symphony of the West Valley, 3 
p.m., March 19, Sundome; Sun City 
musicians concert, 7:30 p.m., 
March 21, Sundial Recreation Center. 
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Community 
aging well as it 
hits the big 4~0 

Sun City works 
to stay in shape 

It started slowly: A peeling 
here, a fading in the sun, on 
these 6-foot-high white block 

walls shielding Sun City. 
Nothing considered a cnsIS, 

maybe, until you look a few miles 
away and see the freshly stuc
coed white walls of Sun City 
West, 18 years younger, or tire 
faux adobe walls at the new 
resort-like Sun City Grand. 

Where are you from? 
HAVLIK, Quentin F & Evelyn 

G Livonia, Ml; Accounting Supr 
F >rd Motor Co. 

Wife 0cc: Teacher/Principal. 
re:ids page 144 of the Sun City 

p ·1one book. That no one grew up 
h- :re doesn't matter. That you can 
s,~e where everyone else is from, 
d, >es. That out of the 46,000 
p :ople in this walled community, 
41i are from Walnut Creek, Calif., 
ai 1d two are from Arlington, Ill. , 
tJ,e phone book tells us, introduc
ing residents like a yearbook. 

Thirty-five years ago, Evelyn's 
p -.rents bought a home here, a 
tiny tract in Phase 1, a vis ion of 
p;nk tile and open living. 

Maybe it's always startling to, 
find that first gray hair, that first 
wrinkle that can't legitimately be 
called a smile line. Maybe mid
dle-age sometimes reveals itself 
only in comparison to the 22-
year-old next door. 

Lordy, lordy, look who's 40: The 
original Sun City, the place cre
ated · to change the country's , 
visior.t of agipg - promising 
year-round golf, sunshine and i 
sparkling pools - is creeping . l 
into 2000, talcing with it · its'I" 
'60s-style cottages, its avocadQ, 
shag, its shuffleboards and its. 
seniors. J 

"I thought they were crazy," 
s.iys Evelyn, 71. "I thought, 'No 
\\ay.' There were nothing but old 
p !Opie out there." 

Evelyn's now staring out her 
f1 ont window, 14 houses from her 
p irents' old home, herself a resi
d !nt since 1987. 

She's part of the second-gener
a ion Sun City. As it turns 40, 
many original residents have 
d ed or moved to nursing homes. 

1 And so begins a new generation, 
tl1ose who had hundreds of 
c 10ices in retirement communi
ti :!s, many modeled after Sun 
City with their recreation centers 
:i 1d clubs. But they passed on the 
n :wer, richer, Sun City Grand 
\\ here residents have a spa; the 
sprawling ranch-style houses and 
g ~nerally younger residents in 
S •n City West; and the Sun City 
c, ipycats of Sun Lakes and Sun
!~ nd Village. They opted for the 
simple two- and three-bedroom 
c, ,ttages here, most costing from 
$•\0,000 to $130,000. 

As with any big birthday, Sud 
City enters a . time of evaluating 
itself, examining if it is what it 
aspired to be. And it's finding 
that 40, while needing a fresh 
coat of paint, is good. It's a place 
for Joan and Ed SuUivan to scoot 
across the Willowcreek Golf 
Course in January, for Quentin 
and Evelyn Havlik to meet their 
neighbors at a monthly pancake 
breakfast, and for Millie Miller 
to find a canasta club to meet 
with for 27 years. 

The place that transformed 
cotton and sagebrush fields into 
what now appears an homage to 
the '60s and '70s is, really, no 
one's hometown. It's a place you 
can go for days without seeing a 
kid. 

Del Webb repeated Sun City, 
the nation's largest retirement 
community, a dozen times across 
the country. Think red brick and 
gable . roofs outside Chicago, la
nais irf Florida, and maybe, some
day, villas 'outside New York City. 

At 40, Sun City can still remind 
you of high school. There are the 
joiners - the ones who play in 
bowling clubs, form walking 
group~ and volunteer, the ones 
realtY. .companies try to promote 
wherr~lling an "active lifestyle." 

Thete are those who putter 
•' throuirh at• 25 mph in their golf 
1carts'. Most lie somewhere in the 

·· middle: They use the rec centers' 
pools, but don't join the Demo
crat Club; they like bowling, but 
don't take calligraphy; they vol-

f- unteer, but only twice a month. 

L ue remains the same 
Each year, 20,000 people older 

tl ,an 60 are moving to Arizona. 
And with one baby boomer turn
ir g 50 every nine seconds, more 
are sure to come. Even though 
demographers say fewer than 
10 percent of retirees are willing 
to move 100 miles or more to 
communities such as Sun City, 
the cheap homes and sun con
tinue to draw them. 

They have work to do once 
they arrive, however. They are 
ripping out linoleum and replac
ing harvest gold refrigerators. 
T1ey are ignoring shuffleboard 
and demanding computer classes, 
learning bocce and aerobics. 

They are carrying on tradi
tions: Evelyn and husband, Quen
tin, 81, still meet for breakfast 
with their block on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month, in what 
is called "Connecticut Yankees," 
named after their street. And 
they start new ones: Evelyn 
teaches English to two Spanish
speaking women twice a_ wet:k. 

"One day I hope my <laughters 
move here," says Evelyn, walk
i11g across the artificial grass 
lining her front patio. "They're 
too young, but one day they'll 
make it their home." 

Drive through the curvy clean 
streets with names where resi
dents came from - Nebraska, 
IT!diana, Iowa avenues - past the 
16,500 houses and 9,000 duplexes 
and condominiums. See the walls 
being spruced up with fresh 
paint and yards so perfectly 
manicured not a rock is out of 
place. One homeowner glues his 
down, and if you squint, green 
rock looks like grass. 

Many street lanes are wide 
enough so a car can pass a golf 
cart. Crime is mostly limited to 
the occasional burglary from an 
open garage. No one can remem
i'er when the last stranger mur
der was, though by one account it 
likely was 1988. Swimming and 
mah-jongg are only a bike ride 
.iway. The town appears much as 
it was billed 40 years ago. 

It's what you think it is, and 
what you never imagined. 

Biggest golf cart parade 
About 10 percent of residents 

still work, some because they 
need the money, others just to 
keep busy. The population is 
overwhelmingly White, with mi
norities making up fewer than 
2 percent of residents. In 1995, 
the last year anyone counted, 123 
African-Americans and 365 His
panics called Sun City home. For 
every Democrat, there are two 
Republicans. 

It's a place where they will 
hold the world's biggest golf cart 
parade in April, with 200 entries. 

"Well, they have to be dec
orated, you know, covered wag
ons, floral designs," organizer 
Phyllis Roach says. "Oth_erwise, 
everyone would be in it and the 
parade would be longer than the 
route." 

It's a place where Darlene 
Ilusche, 65, feels safe living 
alone. Busche knows there are 
clubs close by, comforting if she 
wants to join. 

"Though I never bowled when 
I was 20," she muses. "Why 
would I do it now?" 

Some residents rarely leave 
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the city walls, satisfied in a world 
that includes 27 churches, one 
synagogue, five supermarkets, 11 
hearing aid centers, one McDo
nald's and two WaJgreens. There 
is no movie theater, though the 
rec centers play videos. Step into 
the library, where almost 10 per
cent of the collection's 90,000 
books are printed in large type. 

Close to paradise 
Home owner association presi

dent Blaine Donaldson says Sun 
City is as close to paradise as he 
has found. Donaldson, 68, is the 
equivalent of the mayor of this 
unincorporated area of Maricopa 
County. But because there is no 
pay involved, he's really more 
like the student body president. 

He zips around in his golf cart, 
what he and more than a third of 
residents consider a second car. 

"Runs on $4 of gas a month," 
he says, bragging. 

The carts cruise the golf 
course, but many residents buy 
carts without the golf-club hold
ers. The carts can be old, selling 
for $300 used, or new, so cute you 
would swear one of those new 
VW bugs gave birth. 

Drive the streets, even at golf
cart speed, and you notice -little 
out of place. Part of what keeps 
the city so clean is that many of 
the residents grew up in the 
Depression. 

"They know the value of mate
rial goods," says Donaldson, add
ing that residents donated money 
to repaint the city's walls, not 
touched since they were erected 
in 1960. "People have pride." 

And if they don't, there is the 
homeowners association to make 
sure their motor homes and golf 
carts are in the garage, not on 
the street; that front fences are 
not taller than 2 feet; that gar
bage cans are smaller than 30 
gallons; and that clotheslines are 
adequately hidden. 

However, these are the kinds 
of rules that drove Phill Hesse 
and his wife of 53 years from 
their Sun City condo last year. 

"Everybody is always moan
ing, complaining. They want the 
bloody bushes gone. They want 
them back. They want gravel, 
then they want grass," says Phil!, 
82, a retired plumber. "They 
don't have enough to do, so they 
whine." 

He didn't like dodging the golf 
carts as he steered his minivan 
down the streets, saying: "A 
menace to society, I say. 
Shouldn't be anywhere but the 
courses." 

He and his wife, Rose, picked 
up and moved to Youngtown, 
three miles away, and to what 
few know is the nation's first 
restricted-age community (which 
now, because of a state legal 
challenge, allows younger people 
to move in). 

Still, come to Sun City's Lake
view Coffee Shop on Thursdays 
and here will be Phil!, dutifully 
pushing Rose in her wheelchair 
to the corner, window table. 

He orders for her. After 20 
years of Parkinson's, Rose's body 
no longer does what her brain 
wants. She nods off while they 
wait for soup. He drinks $1.42 
blush wine in a plastic cup. 

"I could put her in a home," 
Phill says of his wife, born in 
England 86 years ago. "But no 
matter how early I had to go to 
work, she was always up, a cup 
of hot tea waiting for me." 

''The- place - isn't so bad," he 
says, looking past the golf course 
where he used to play before his 
back got bad, before time was 
solely devoted to his wife. "The 
bloody rules will drive you 
crazy." 

But it's these rules that keep 
place the way it is, says lone 
Boynton, the homeowner associa
tion's executive director. The 
same rules require everyone who 
buys a house to join the recre
ation center, paying $115 a year 
dues, allowing them to use the 
seven rec centers' swimming 
pools, 25-cent canasta games and 
$3 dance lessons. They make 
sure that residents are at least 55 
years old or married to someone 
55, and that no one younger than 
19 stays in Sun City for more 
than three months a year. 

Forty percent of Sun City resi
dents are from 60 to 74 and a 
close second are from 75 to 85. 
Fewer than 1 percent are young
er than 55. 

Most famous romance 
In perhaps Sun City's most 

famous romance, 100-year-old 
Edward Gamble married his 39-
year-old caregiver after his fami
ly forced a court-ordered psycho
logical evaluation. They just 
celebrated their first wedding 
anniversary. 

A lot of what Sun City is about 
is not being aJone, especially at a 
time of life when spouses die, or 
stroke or disease steals from 
them the life they knew. 

It's about knowing there are 
350 clubs, as adventurous as 
roller skating or as sedate as 
needlepoint. It's about taking 
comfort that every Friday, 34 
women and a few men will pay 
25 cents each for an afternoon of 
canasta. 

Hilde Zajac deals to three 
others, 327 collective years 
playing Pennies from Heaven. 

"I'm the chicken of the outfit," 
says Zajac, 79, who teaches low
impact aerobics, swims, golfs and 
plays pinochle. 

Age is relative here, where SO 
is young and once you hit 55, old 
enough in the community, you're 
called "legal." 

Women who are 75 whisper 
when they say, "older women." 
Outside the hall alJ six handi
capped parking spots are full. "I 
had to search for a spot," says 
Millie Miller, 90, who parked her 
Buick on the street. 

Miller, whose husband died 25 
years ago, isn't looking for a 
mate. She just hopes to stay in 
the home the couple purchased 
28 years ago." 

But many women, and men, 
are looking for companionship. 
Ralph DePolo, 71, and Margie 
McComb 77, found each other 
five yea;s ago, after both their 
spouses died. Each keeps a home. 
"I wouldn't have it any other 

way," McComb says, while 
waiting for a bus to take her 
gambling at Fort McDowell. 

But for Lois Johnson, 72, being 
alone can be tough. 

When her companion died one 
year ago, leaving her without a 
partner at their weekly ballroom 
dancing lessons, she began what 
appears to be Sun City residents' 
favorite activity: volunteering. 
About 75 percent of residents do. 

She attends dance lessons, 
weekly so the men get to know 
her and ask her to dance. "But 
many of the women are so ag
gressive," she says. 

---
Women outnumber the men 

In Sun City, women outnumber 
men, three to two. 

Johnson declined to join a new 
club, the Lois Club for women of 
alike names. "I figure I don't 
need any more female friends," 
she says. "And if a man is there 
and his name is Lois, well." 

What Realtors would like \'isi
tors to believe is that .Joan Sulli
van is the average Sun City 
resident. In her red golf shirt and 
white shorts, she's fit enough to 
dance for 2½ hours twice a week 
and easily could be the model for 
a billboard promoting the place. 

She dances with the Sun City 
Porns, a group of 13 women, with 
names like Betty, Doris, Gloria 
and Mildred, whose average age 
is 71. Sullivan, 64, a former high 
school cheerleader and retired 
Coors executive from Colorado, 
can stand on her head and do a 
cartwheel. 

"We're a good reminder that 
everyone doesn't have to be in a 
rocking chair. We go to these 
retirement homes, and the ladies 
just perk up when they hear the 
music," says Sullivan, flipping 
through 12 of her sequin-studded 
outfits, which resemble figure
skaters' costumes. "They can 
look at us and say, 'If they can do 
it, we can.'" 

Still, reminders of aging and 
the future are everywhere. 

At the bowling alleys, friends 
in wheelchairs and walkers 
watch others play. Ramps lead to 
each rec center. And when time 
leads them, there are nine nurs
ing home and assisted-care facil
ities in the city. The Sun City 
Posse, a volunteer crime fighting 
group, offers a daily phone caJl to 
those living alone, knowing that 
if no one answers, they might 
find the resident dead. 

The town's only crmetery is 
down a tiny road, between Foun
tain of Life Lutheran Church and 
St. Clement of Rome Catholic 
Church, behind a ubiquitous wall. 

It took Del Webb two years to 
decide that if people were going 
to live in Sun City, they would die 
here, too. In 1962, Sunland 
opened with maybe a dozen buri
llls. Now, every day, about three 
more people call Sunland, the 
state's largest funeral home and 
cemetery in the state, and Sun 
City their eternal home. 

"People settle down here now," 
says Todd Noecker, Sunland's 
mortuary manager. "They stay 
forever." 
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Sun City works 
---- - -

to stay in shape 

Community 
aging well as it 
hits th~ big 4-0 

It started slqwly: A peeling 
here a fadingr in the sun, on 
thes~ 6-foot-high white block 

walls shielding Sun City. 
Nothing considered a cri~is, 

1 
maybe, until you look a few miles 
away and see, the fresh}y s~c
coed white walls · of' Sun. City 
West, 18 years yo~ger,~o t tJ}e;, 

· faux adobe walls ~- ati,th~•.,new . 
resort-like Sun.City Grand: (-:. 

Maybe it's always ~tartlin~ to 
find that first gray hrur, that frrst f;\ ~he ; place: that - transformed 
wrinkle that can't legitimately be ~ cotton and sagebrush fields into 
called a smile line. Maybe mid- what now appears an' homage to 
dle-age sometimes reveals itself , the '60s ,and '70s is, really, no 
only in comparison to .~e 22- one's hometown. lt's a place you 
year-old next d~r. \ f: can go for days without seeing a 

Lordy, lordy,l look who s 4o: The kid. , 
;..: original,.Sun C~ty, the place er~ I Del Webb repeated S~• City, 
, •~ted. fo · ch~ge the coun_try s the . .1:i;i.tion's largest retrrement 
• •vision • of ·agmg - P~OID1Sing community, a dozen times across 
i ·. yeal'-round golf, .sunshine ~d the country: Think red,'brick and 
, sparkling pools. , is. · cr~pl?g , gable roofs 'outside'. Chicago, la-

• into· 2000, • taking with it tts nais in1'1otida, and maybe, some
'60s-style cottages, its avoca~o; day, vill~·.o~tside _New York C~ty. 
shag, its shuffleboards and its At 401 Sun City can still remmd 
seniors. . . you of ~g_h school. There are t~e 

j· • As with any _big brrthday, ~un joiners. _;,'.the ones who play_ in 
• City enters _a _t1;ID~ o_f ~valua~~ ; bowling " clubs, form walking 
• itself, examining if it_ !s ~ha~ .ir _ grotJPS, and volunteer, the ones 
; aspir~d to ~e. And . 1t s finding realty~,c.pmpanies try to promote 
!• that 40, while· needing a fresh when selling an "active lifestyle." 
( coa~ of paint, is goo~. It's a p~ce There f are those .. who _putter 
r ~for ' Joan and Ed _Sullivan to sroot ~ through • at 25 · mph in the~ golf 

across the Willowcreek Go_lf, ' carts., Most lie somewhere m the 
t''Course in JanU3!'Y, for Quent1;0 l middle: They use the rec centers' f anq.Evelyn Havlik to meet their pools, but don't join the Demo
, ' n~igl,lbors· at a month\y. pan<:3ke crat Club; they like bowling, but 
r-- break.fast, and for Millie Miller , don't take calligraphy; they vol
{ to'\ fin'd di , canasta club to meet U:'lteer, but only twice a month. 
, •with for 27 years. 
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Everyone who buys a house in 
Sun City must join a recreation 
center, paying $115 a year dues. 
But where else could Ella Florer 
(far left) enjoy an afternoon of 
canasta for 25 cents? And ladies 
and gentlemen can leisurely wait 
for a round of lawn bowling at 
Oakmont Recreation Center. The 
landscaping is tidy and there are 
no weeds. It's a sign that there's 
a place for everything in this 
community and everything is in 
its place. 



Where are you from? · · 
HAVLIK, Quentin F & Evelyn 

G Livonia, MI; Accounting Supr 
F Jrd Motor Co. 

Wife 0cc: Teacher/Principal. 
reads page 144 of the Sun City 

p 1one book. That no one grew up 
h, !re doesn't matter. That you can 
s, !e where everyone else is from, 
d• >es. That out of the 46,000 
p :ople in this walled community, 
41 i are from Walnut Creek, Calif., 
and two are from Arlington, Ill., 
ti e phone book tells us, introduc
ir g residents like a yearbook. 

Thirty-five years ago, Evelyn's 
p 1rents bought a home here, a 
tiny tract in Phase 1, a vision of 
p nk tile and open living. 

"I thought they were crazy," 
s:,ys Evelyn, 71. "I thought, 'No 
'-' ay.' There were nothing but old 
p ~ople out there." 

Evelyn's now staring out her 
f1 ont window, 14 houses from her 
p rrents' old home, herself a resi
d !nt since 1987. 

She's part of the second-gener
a ion Sun City. As it turns 40, 
n any original residents have 
d ed or moved to nursing homes. 
And so begins a new generation, 
tl ,ose who had hundreds of 
c. 10ices in retirement communi
ti !S, many modeled after Sun 
C•ty with their recreation centers 
a 1d clubs. But they passed on the 
n iwer, richer, Sun City Grand 
"'here residents have a spa; the 
s1 •rawling ranch-style houses and 
g .merally younger residents in 
S ~n City West; and the Sun City 
c, ,pycats of Sun Lakes and Sun
lend Village. They opted for the 
simple two- and three-bedroom 
c, •ttages here, most costing from 
$· -0,000 to $130,000. 

L-ue remains the same 
Each year, 20,000 people older 

than 60 are moving to Arizona. 
And with one baby boomer turn
it g SO every nine seconds, more 
ai-e sure to come. Even though 
demographers say fewer than 
10 percent of retirees are willing 
to move 100 miles or more to 
communities such as Sun City, 
the ·cheap homes and sun con
tinue to draw them. 

They have work to do once 
they_ arrive, however. They are 
ripping out linoleum and replac
ing·· harvest gold refrigerators. 
T ney are ignoring shuffleboard 
and demanding computer classes, 
learning bocce and aerobics. 

Drive through the curvy clean 
s rreets with names where resi
dents came from - Nebraska, 
Indiana, Iowa avenues - past the 
16,500 houses and 9,000 duplexes 
and condominiums. See the walls 
being spruced up with fresh 
paint and yards so perfectly 
manicured not a rock is out of 
place. One homeowner glues his 
down, and if you squint, green 
rock looks like grass. 

Many street lanes are wide 
enough so a car can pass a golf 
cart. Crime is mostly limited to 
the occasional burglary from an 
open garage. No one can remem
t er when the last stranger mur
der was, though by one account it 
likely was 1988. Swimming and 
111ah-jongg are only a bike ride 
mvay. The town appears much as 
it was billed 40 years ago. 

It's what you think it is, and 
what you never imagined. 

Biggest golf cart parade 
About 10 percent of residents 

still work, some because they 
need the money, others just to 
keep busy. The population is 
overwhelmingly White, with mi
norities making up fewer than 
2 percent of residents. In 1995, 
the last year anyone counted, 123 
African-Americans and 365 His
panics called Sun City home. For 
every Democrat, there are two 
Republicans. 

It's a place where they will 
hold the world's biggest golf cart 
parade in April, with 200 entries. 

•:weu, they have to be dec
orated, you know, covered wag
ons, floral designs," organizer 
Phyllis Roach says. "Otherwise, 
everyone would be in it and the 
parade would be longer than the 
route." 

1t's a place where Darlene 
B4sche, 65, feels safe living 
alone. Busche knows there are 
clubs close by, comforting if she 
wants to join. 

:'.'Though I never bowled when 
I · was 20," she muses. "Why 
would I do it now?" 

Some residents rarely leave 
the city walls, satisfied in a world 
that includes 27 churches, one -
synagogue, five supermarkets 11 
hearing aid centers, one McDo
nald's and two Walgreens. There 
is no movie theater, though the 
rec centers play videos. Step into 
the library, where almost 10 per
cent of the collection's 90,000 
books are printed in large type. 

They are carrying on tradi
tions: Evelyn and husband, Quen
tin, 81, still meet for breakfast 
with their block on the fourth 
1llesday of each month, in what 
is called "Connecticut Yankees," 
named after their street. And 
tl-.ey start new ones: Evelyn 
traches English to two Spanish
speaking women twice a week. 

l:\t:~7.-!:. 

"One day I hope my daughters 
move here," says Evelyn, walk
i1 ,g across the artificial grass 
lining her front patio. "They're 
too young, but one day they'll 
make it their home." 

·, 

Close to paradise 
Home owner association presi

dent Blaine Donaldson says Sun 
City is as close to paradise as he 
has found. Donaldson, 68, is the 
equivalent of the mayor of this 
unincorporated area of Maricopa 
County. But because there is no 
pay involved, he's really more 
like the student body president. 

He zips around in his golf cart, 
what he and more than a third of 
residents consider a second car. 

"Runs on $4 of gas a month," 
he says, bragging. 

The carts cruise the golf 
course, but many residents buy 
carts without the golf-club hold
ers. The carts can be old, selling 
for $300 used, or new, so cute you 
would swear one of those new 
VW bugs gave birth. 

Drive the streets, even at golf
cart speed, and you notice little 
out of place. Part of what keeps 
the city so clean is that many of 
the residents grew up in the 
Depression. 

"They know the value of mate
rial goods," says Donaldson, add
ing that residents donated money 
to repaint the city's walls, not 
touched since they were erected 
in 1960. "People have pride." 

And if they don't, there is the 
homeowners association to make 
sure their motor homes and golf 
carts are in the garage, not on 
the street; that front fences are 
not taller than 2 feet; that gar
bage cans are smaller than 30 
gallons; and that clotheslines are 
adequately hidden. 

However, these are the kinds 
of rules that drove Phill Hesse 
and his wife of 53 years from 
their Sun City condo last year. 

"Everybody is always moan
ing, complaining. They want the 
bloody bushes gone. They want 
them back. They want gravel, 
then they want grass," says Phil]. 
82, a retired plumber. "They 
don't have enough to do, so they 
whine." 

He didn't like dodging the golf 
carts as he steered his minivan 
down the streets, saying: "A 
menace to society, I say. 
Shouldn't be anywhere but the 
courses." 

He and his wife, Rose: picked 
up and moved to Youngtown, 
three miles away, and to what 
few know is the nation's first 

There's maybe no better ending to a day in the West than riding off into the sunset. 

oJer 



Jack Kling lets a lawn-bowling ball fly 011 a recent sunny afternoon. 
Kling was using the courts at Oakmont Recreation Center. 

restricted-age con1111u11ity (which 
now. hccrnse of :i stale leg:il 
challenge, allows younger people 
to move in). 

Still, come to S1111 City's Lake
view Coffee Shop 011 Thursdays 
anti he re will be Phill, tlutifully 
pushing Hose i11 he r wheelchair 
to the corner, wimlow table. 

He orde rs for her. After 20 
years of Parkinson's, Rose's body 
110 longer tloes what he r brain 
wm1ls. She notls off while they 
wail for soup. I le ti rinks $ 1.42 
blus h wine in a plastic cup. 

"I coultl put he r i11 a home," 
Phil! says of his wife, horn in 
England 86 year s ago. "ll11t 110 

mailer how em·ly I hc1tl lo go to 
work, she was c1lways up, a c up 
of hot lea wailing fur me." 

"The pince if-n 't so bat!," he 
s:iys, looking p:is t the golf courf.e 
where he used to play before his 
back got bat!, before time was 
sole ly devoted lo his wife . 'The 
bloody mies will drive you 
crazy." 

But it's these rules that keep 
place the way it is. says lone 
Uoynton, the homeowner associa
tion's executive director. The 

•same rules require everyone who 
huys a house to join the recre
ation center, paying $115 a year 
dues, a llowing them to use the 
seven rec centers' swimming 
pools. 25-cent cmwsta games and 
$3 dance lessons. They make 
s ure that residents ;ire ;it least 55 
years old or married to someone 
.55, and that 110 one younger than 
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When the sun starts to set, the air gets cool enough for a sweater and John Ke mp finds he has time on his 
hands, what better way to relax than with a good cig~r. Kemp winters in Sun City from Wisconsin. 

19 stays in Sun City for m01 , 
than three months a year. 

Forty percent of Sun Ci ty resi 
tlents a re from 60 to 74 anti ; 
close second are from 75 to R~ 
Fewer than I percent are younl! 
e r th;in 55. 

Most famous romance 
In perhaps Sun City 's mo~· 

famous romance. l00-year-ol• 
Edward (;amble married hi5 .1° 
ye;i r-oltl caregiver after hie: f;u11 i 
ly forced a court-ordered psych• 
logical evaluation. They jll' 
celehr.i ted their firs t ,reddi11 
anni,·ersar\'. 

/\ lot of ~\'lrnt Sun Cit y is 111"" ' 
is not hcing 11 lone, espcci:illy 111 

time of life ll'hen spouses di•· ,. 
s troke or tlisr:isc ste.ils fr , .. 
them the life they knew. 

It's ;ihoul knoll'ing there :i• 

.1StJ duhs. as 11d,·enturouc: ·, 
roller skating or as sedate ·• 
needlepoint. It 's about tal·i" 
com fort th;it e\'er r Fricl;iy. 1 

,romen nncl ;i f cw men \\'ill p·• 
2.'i cents each for an afternoon , 
canasta. 

lliltle Zajac de.tis to th , e 
others. 327 collective yea, 
playing Pennies from llea,·en. 

" I'm the chicken of the out fit 
s;iys Zaj:ic. 79, who teachec; lo,· 
imp;icl ;ierohics, swims, golfs an 
plays pinochle. 

Age is re lr1ti\'e he re, where ~ 
is young and once you hit S.'i. r.•• 
enough in the community. you·, 
called "leg;i l." 

Women who are 75 ,,·hic:rr 
when the y say. "older women 
Outside the hall a ll s ix hand· 
c;ipped parking s pots are full · 
fwd to search for a spot." sn, 
Millie l\ liller, 90. who parked h• 
Buick 011 the f.t reet. 

l\ liller. whose hushand died 7. 
years :igo, isn't looking fnt 
m;ite. She just hopes to c:t;iy i 
the home the couple purclrnc:• 
28 years n!!o." 

But niany women. and me·• 
are looking fur comp:ininnc:hi1 
Ralph IJeJ>ulo. 71, ;inti t-.l;ire' 
l\lcComt.. 77. found each ot l" 
fh·e years ago. after both ti" 
!-pouses died. F:ach keepc: n h,. ., 
" I mrnldn't ha \'e it n11i 011,, 

way. l\lcComh sa,·c:. 111,; 
w;iiting for ;i bus trJ t;ike h• 
gambling a t Fort r-.TcDrnre ll . 

llut for I 11ic; Johnson, 72. f,ei• 
alone can he tough. 

\\'hen her companion dil'd ,,, 
ye;ir ngo. leaving he r without 
partner at the ir weeklv hal11w11 
dancing lessons. she be1rnn wh· 
:ippe;irs lo he Sun Citv resident 
f:i,·orite m:tirit ,·: r olunteeriP 
/\bout 7,C:. pen:eni of re5'idents d• 

She attends d;ince lesc:ri" 
week ly so the men ge t to k111 

her mid ask her to dance. "R• 
many of the women are so a , 
gressive," she says. 
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No April Fool's joke 
Parade should be festive event 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

No fooling, Sun Citians should 
enjoy a memorable April 1. 

The members of the community's 
40th Anniversary Committee are 
planning to mark the day by staging 
a record-breaking event - the 
world's longest golf car parade. 

ARIZO 

"This should be a spectacular 
event," said committee Chairman 
Fran Park. 

The procession is expected to 
include more than 300 decorated 
golf cars as well as mounted units, 
bicyclists and clowns. 

It will start at 10 a.m. from Bell 
Recreation Center and proceed to 
Sundial Recreation Center. 

route 2.6 miles to the fini sh to give 
everyone an ample viewing oppor
tunity. 

Departing the Bell Recreation 
Center parking lot, the procession 
will proceed west on Hutton Drive 
to Del Webb Boulevard, where it 
wi ll bend south to Burns Avenue 
and then east to Boswell Boulevard 
before ending up in the Sundial 
parking lot, where refreshments and 
music will be available. Awards 
will also be presented at the finish 
point. 

"Free finger foods will be pro
vided at Sundial by Macaroni 
Grill ," Mr. Park said. Beverages 
will also be sold. 

In addition, Trader Joe's will be 
providing free refreshments - bev
erages and power bars - in the 
Sundial parking lot, according to 
Mr. Park. 

A reviewing stand will be set up 
at the comer of Bums Avenue and 
Boswell Boulevard. 

"We want to give the judges a 
good chance to view the (decorat
ed) golf cars because ihere is so 
much at stake here," Mr. Park said. 

Prizes wi ll be awarded to the best 
decorated vehicles, wi th the top 
prize being a four-day trip for two 
to London, courtesy of British 
Airways. 

"This will presumably be the 
longest golf car parade the world 
has ever seen," boasted Mr. Park. 

In addition to the featured golf 
cars, more than 100 Shriners are 
expected to participate, performing 

Paraders will traverse a circuitous 

See ■ PARADE, Page 3 

Saturdays' golf car parade will begin 
at Bell recreation Center, the x at 
the top of the map, and proceed 
along the route outline by the dark 
line to Sundial Recreation Center, 
the x toward the bottom of the map. 

as clowns and in their miniature 
vehicles, as are four or five bands, 
including Dysart High School and 
Western Sky School. three floats, a 
host of antique cars, the Wells Fargo 

stagecoach, severaJ local drill teams 
- including the Sun City Porns, 
Jazzy Porns, Tip Top Dancers, 
Sunsations and Arizona Angels -
local organization officers, Ms. 
Senior Arizona and Aimee Tewalt, 
who will be competing for the title 
of Miss Rodeo Arizona in May. 

"We will also have a surprise 
grand marshal." Mr. Park said. 
"Remember it will be April Fool's 
Day, so the grand marshal will be 
appropriate. I think everyone will. 
enjoy the grand marshal." 

Danny Davis, an on-air KOY 
radio personality, will also ride in 
the parade. 

In addition to the London trip, 
prizes are: air/heating unit , second 
place; set of tires. third; microwave 
oven, fourth; installed satellite sys
tem, fifth ; one year o f free haircuts. 
sixth; free Cox cable installation for 
three months. seventh. e ight and 
ninth; free car washes. group win
ners, 10th; $40 travel certificates, 
group winners. 11th; $250 gift cer
ti ficate from ABCO Desert 
Markets, 12th; $ 100 gift certificate 
from Safeway, 13th, and $100 gift 
certificate from A.R. Wilde 
Jewelers, 14th. 

It promises to be a memorable 
event , Mr. Park pledges. 
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D an ce rs to kick up their 
heels during daylong festival 
By JULIE RIDDLE 
Independent Newspapers 

Uniting dance, food. entertain
ment and prizes, the Sun City Line 
Dance Club presents its inaugural 
Festival Dance March 24 at Sundial 
Recreation Center at JO a.m. An 
exhibition of line and square danc
ing will start off the event. 

The daylong dance festival is part 
of the community's 40th anniver
sary celebration. 

Along with having the opportu
nity to kick up their heels, 
festival-goers will attempt .to set a 
unique record at approximately 
4:15 p.m. 

"We want to have the longest 
line," said Sun City Line Dance 
club vice president and 40th 
Anniversary Committee member 
Mary Kerr. "We want people in 
wheelchairs, with walkers - you 
can bring your grandchildren or the 
mailman. Anyone that we can get 
out there, we want. Knowing how 
to line-dance is not a requirement." 

Kerr said she is excited about the 

ARIZONA 
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possible record. 
"It has never been done before in 

Sun City," she said. "We can say 
this is the longest line dance - we 
want to set a record." Everyone who 
participates will receive a certificate 
courtesy of Ramada Inn. 

Before festival-goers begin lining 
up, several drawings will be held, 
including a four-day trip to 
Laughlin at 4 p.m. and a "50/50" 
drawing. 

Admission will be $2 for dancing 
from 1-4 p.m. and $4 per person for 
those who wish to square dance that 
evening. Renowned caller Joe 

Varrelli, president of the Square 
Dancing Association of Arizona, 
will provide his talents. 

Festival profits will be turned 
over to the Sun City 40th 
Anniversary Committee, and will 
in turn be distributed to area chari
ties. 

"Any profit goes to charity," Ms. 
Kerr said. 'The 40th Anniversary 
Committee will turn it over to 
charities helping the disabled in 
Sun City - all of the money will 
stay here." 

Those who get tired or have two 
left feet will be able to enjoy the 
sights and sounds of several kinds 
of entertainment, including Dottie 
and Friends, performing from noon 
to 1 p.m. inside the auditorium; the 
Sun City Porns from 12:30 to l 
p.m. and Dutch Schultz from 1 to 4 
p.m. on the patio. 

Cuisine at the festival will 
include both chicken and sausage 
sandwiches from Carabba 's Italian 
Restaurant. Hot dogs and kettle 
corn will also be available. 
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JEANETTE RYDER 

Sun City celebrates 40th year 
By Jeanette Ryder 

Special Correspondent for Arizona Senior World 

111c month of March will be lhc third 
month of activities in honor of the 40th 
anniversary of Sun City. Arizona. 111e 
plans undertaken by U1e 40th anniver
sary commillee are paying off as more 
and more people ~el involved in evenls 
and activi ties of U1eir cl 1oice. 

Reverend Fran Parks, president of the 
main 40th anniversary cominillc<', says 
that U1eir aim was to let as many people 
as possible know what was in store for 
them lhls year. 

Attendance at events 
in January and Febru
ary showed lhal they 
were successful in get
ting the word out as all 
the events h ave been 
very weU allended so far. 

Reverend Parks. on 
behalf of the residents and committee 
members. would also llke lo tharik ilie 
many sponsors iliat have donated lime 
and money toward making lhls year a 
success. Over 120 businesses so far 
have become involved wil.h ilie celebra
tions. 

March festivities begin on Saturday 
and Sunday, March 4 and 5, with a 
men's soflball tournament at lhe ba ll 
park al 8 a.m. Wednesday, March 8. ilie 
library honors a Sun City auilior in ilie 
Hoover Room. 

At 11 a.m. on Saturday. Marc h 11, 
ilicre will be a fun fair from 9 a.m. to 3 

p.m. in lhe Fairway center and the 2nd 
"Lift> Enrichment Seminar" in ilic Lakes 
Club from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

Monday. March 13. al 7:30 p.m. U1ere 
will be S.C. Chamber Music al 13cllcvue 
Heights Church. l11e luck of ilie lrish 
will be celebrated on Friday the 17th 
from l lo 3 p.m. al the Sunbowl. 

March 18. a fun fair will be held from 
9 a.m. lo 3 p.m. al Lakeview Center, 
and Sunday ilie l 9ili S.C. Symphony of 
lhe North West Valley will play at the 
Sundome. 

Tuesday the 2 1st, S.C Musicians pre
sent a concert at lhe Sundial 7:30 p.m.-
9:30 p.m .. and Friday. March 24, ilierc 
is an all-day dance festival in the Sundi
al starting a t 9 a.m. and ending at 1 I 
p.m. Saturday. March 25, there will be 
Fun Fair Festivities at the Marinette 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

lhe monilis' events fmish wiU1 music 
in U1e park on March 27 from noon lo 3 
p.m. 

1bere are sWJ plenty of souvenirs and 
gills available, so If you would like lo 
make a purchase, please call ilie 40ili 
anniversary office to find out what Is 
available. 

The proceeds go to ilie privately fund
ed Sun City Foundation whose duties 
include financial and oilier assistance to 
needy residents of Sun City. 

Anyone wishing lo obtain more Infor
mation or to get Involved In ilie celebra
tions should call the 40ili anniversary 
office al 623-974-1541. 
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I GOit-cartS 
to lead Sun 
City parade 

By Jim Cintonio 
The Arizona Republic 

More than 300 decorated golf _ 
carts will putter down the streets 
of Sun City on April Fool's Day to 
headline a parade to be held in 
conjunction with the commu
nity's 40th anniversary celebra
tion. 

Fourteen prizes will be 
awarded, with the big winner 
getting a trip for two to London 
on British Airways and three 
nights of lodging. A spokesman 
for the airline said a trip such as 
this could cost as much as 
$15,000. 

Although golf carts will be 
featured . - and organizers are 
already calling it a world record 
- there will be many partici
pants. This includes Shriners, the 
Wild Women of the West eques
trian group, clowns, a drill team, 

j ba~ds, dance groups, floats and 
antique cars. 

The parade begins at the Bell 
Recreation Center and will end 
about two hours and 2.6 miles 
later at the Sundial Recreation 
Center for the awards presenta
tion. Free food and refreshments 
will be provided. 

British Airways hopes it can 
resurrect a London taxi from a 
Los Angeles junkyard and have it I ready in time for the parade. It 
also is studying bringing a dou
ble-decker bus to the event. 

Fran Park, the chairman of the 
40th anniversary committee, said 
there will be a mystery grand 
marshal. 

The parade committee will 
hold one more meeting a few 
days before the parade. 

Numerous other events are 
being planned for throughout the 
year. 

VF ANNIVERSARIES (40th) 



.J 
•' ..c: 

! Thousands view festive 40th anniversary golf car parade 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

An es1ima1ed crowd of I 0.000 
people lined !he streets of Sun City 
April I 10 witness one of 1he major 
events planned during the commu
nity's 40th anniversary celebrat ion. 

In an area that is known for its 
golf. ii was filling thal the focal 
point of 1he parade was golf cars. 
Nearly 400 of them, most of them 
gaily decorated, as well as fl oats, 
marching and eq uestrian un its, tra
versed 1he 2.5-mile parade route to 
the delight of the c rowd and parade 
organizers. 

"We thought the parade went 
very well," said Phyllis Roach, 
parade cha ir. "We were pleased. 

"The turnout of spectators was 
probably beyond our belief," she 
continued. 

"We did expect the number of 
entrants on the golf cars but we got 
a lot of other entries we did not 
expect. It was very gratifying," she 
added. 

Threatening clouds parted 
Saturday morning and bathed the 

Photos by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

The red and silver clad Sun City Porns were stepping in style , performing precision routines to the delight of th€! 
throng of spectators. 

community in the natural ligh1 for 
which it is known, and under the 
azure skies. awash in sunligh1, thou
sands of spectalOrs sounded 1heir 
approval as the parade rolled by. 

The Phoenix Suns Gorilla and 
radio personality Danny Davis, of 
KOY, served as co-marshals. 

While everyone seemed to enjoy 
the festivities. Robert Spishak was 
the day"s big winner. He won the 
grand prize for the best decorated 
golf car - a four-day, three-nigh1 
trip for two to London. courtesy of 
British Airways, for his entry of a 
Flintstone-inspired vehicle. 

Not only did Mr. Spishak win a 
prize. but so did his brother, Tom. 
who won a $250 ABCO Desert 
Markets· gift certificate for coming 
in 12th place in the judging. 

The remainder of the winners 
were: 

Second place, Gordon Mills. an 

air conditioning/heating unit; third, 
George Spears, set of tires; fourth, 
George Bischof, microwave oven; 
fifth, installed satellite system. 
Bernard Drews; sixth, one year of 
free haircuts, Richard Pfeffer, 
Ramada trips, Dick and Marty Rose. 
Luna Moretti and Art Holmes. and a 
$40 travel certificate, Richard 
Geair; seventh, free Cox cable 
instal lation for three months, Joe 
and Shirley Felske; eighth, $40 trav
el certificate , golf group; ninth, free 
Cox cable installation for three 
months, Vic and Sackie Savage; 
I 0th, free car washes, C. Gehrmann. 

Eleventh, $40 travel certificates. 
Stan Griffith; 12th, $250 gift certifi 
cate from ABCO Desert Markets, 
Tom Spishak: 13th.$ I 00 gift certifi
cate fr·om Safeway, Vern Hindmann: 
14th, $ I 00 gift certificate from. 
A.R. · Wilde Jewelers, Gene 
Knudson; 15th. free Cox cable 

installation for th ree months, C liff 
Crumrine: 161h. free Cox cable 
installation for three monlhs. Earl 
Bracken; 171h. free Cox cahlc 
installation for three months. Alice 
Pitsenbarger: I 8th. $ IO Mobil gift 
certificate. Charles Weekley: 19th. 
$ 10 Mobil gift certificate. Naomi 
Goodwin: 20th.$ IO Mobil gift cer
tificate. Boh Koci. 

In addition. every cn tr;int 
received a commemorative cup. 

The parade disbanded in the 
parking lot at Sundial Recreat ion 
Center where a sizable crowd gath
ered to partake of free food 
provided by Macaroni Gri ll. 

·'We had more than a thousand 
people at Sundial,'' Mrs. Roach 
said. "Macaroni Grill ran out of 
food and went and got more." 

Raffle ticket sales were excep-

tionally strong Saturday afternoon 
at Sundial. Mrs. Roach reported . 
Tickets for the $ I 00,000 raffle , 
which boasts a top prize of a 2000 
Cadillac. valued at $47,000. are 
also on sale from 10 a .m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday through Friday at the 40th 
Anniversary Committee office in 
Green way Terrace, 15456 N. 99th 
Ave. Raffle tickets are $IO each or 
three for $25. 

Mrs. Roach was especially 
thankful for the efforts of the Sun 
City Posse and PRIDES. "The 
deserve special recognition," she 
said. 

"The Posse was magnificent," 
she continued. "We could not have 
expected them to handle things any 
better. The PRIDES did a great job 
of cleaning up." 

Naomi Goodwin took home a prize for her parade entry - Dr. Doolittle, Dr. 
Littledo. 



Some magician's hats are are more magical than others, such as the one 
that appeared in the April 1 parade. 

Photo by MIKE RUSSO/lnd.!!_Pendent Newspapers 

Rosemary Seninara, left, and Connie Plagens, both of Sun City, evoked 

\ 

the memory of the Sun City Saints women's softball team with their 
brightly decorated golf car in the April 1 parade. For more parade pho

, tos and a listing of prize winners, please turn to page 5. 
I 

Prudential Preferred Properties entered an elaborate float adorned with a 
miniature house with a sold sign in the front yard. 

h. ed wagon was crowd Harkening back to the days of the Old West, t 1s cover 
a favorite and prize winner. 

Maggie's Travel replica boat entry was another of the numerous prize win
ners. 
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40th AnnNIIWJ Parade wu Out1t1ndln9 - . . 

The members of the 40th Anniver
sary Committee are to be congratu
lated for organizing such an incredi
ble event on April I, 2000. 1l1ou
sands lined the streets to view the 
parade. "Th.is is the best parade that 
Sun City has ever seen," was the 
comment heard for many days after 
the event. 

The parade was in the planning for 
more than one year. A tremendous 
amount of time, thought, planning 
and energy went into making it a 
success. 

Steering Committee co-chairperson, 
Phyllis Roach, credits Bob Budorik 
for his organizational skills in stag
ing the parade. The committee and 
volunteers, under the leadership of 
Doug Caravaggio, worked from 
plans prepared by Mr. Budorik to 
line up the entries for an orderly 
entrance onto Hutton Drive. 

Leading the parade was a shiny fire 
engine from the Sun City Fire 
Department carrying radio personal
ity, Danny Davis of KOY, and a 
surprise guest - the Phoenix Suns 
Gorilla, who served as co-marshals. 

Dozens and dozens of beautifully 
restored antique cars carried Sun 
City notables, including several 
RCSC Directors. Interspersed 
between the Shriners, the clowns, 
the Arizona Angels, several floats, 
Sun City Porns, Tip Top Dancers 
and Jazzy Porns were close to 300 
golf carts displaying Sun Citians' 

imagination and creativity. A won
derful diversity of themes brightened 
the beautiful swtlit morning. 1l1e 
Wells Fargo stagecoach drawn by 
four beautiful horses caught the 
attention of many. 

1l1e Posse kept the traffic moving 
and directed the sightseers to vari
ous parking lots. And, as the saying 
goes, "Someone has to do the dirty 
work", so members of the PRIDES 
rose to the occasion as they cleaned 
up behind the equestrians. Their ef
forts kept the parade moving at a 
clean pace! 

Robert Spishak won the top prize, a 
four-day, tluee night trip to London, 
courtesy of British Airways. The 
Flintstones and their neighbors was 
the theme of the winning entry and 
"yaba daba doo" rang out along the 
parade route. 

Otl1er winners were: 
2nd: Gordon Mills, an air condition
ing/heat w1it. 
3rd: George Spears, set of tires. 
4th: George Bischof, microwave. 
5th: Bernard Drews, installed 
satellite system. 
6tl1: Richard Pfeffer, one year of 
free haircuts. Dick and Marty 
Rose, Luna Moretti and Art 
Holmes, Ran1ada trips; and Rich
ard Geair, $40 travel certificates. 
7th: Joe & Shirley Felske, Cox 
cable installation for three months. 
8th: A golf group won $40 travel 
certificates. 

9th: Vic and Sackie Savage, Cox ca
ble installation for three months 
10th: C. Gehrmann, free car washes. 
I I th: Stan Griffith, $40 travel certi fi
cates. 
12th: Tom Spishak, $250 gift certifi
cate from ABCO Markets. 

Winners in 13th to 20th places were: 
Vern Hindmann, Gene Knudson, Cliff 
Crunuine, Earl Bracken, Alice Pitsen
barger, Charles Weekley, Naomi 
Goodwin and Bob Koci. 

In addition, every entrant received a 
conunemorative cup. 

Hundreds of people waiting at Sun
dial for the judges to announce the 
names of the parade winners were 
entertained by "Mr. Sun City," Dutch 
Schultz, the Tip Top Dancers, Sue 
and Ken Love and Ed Bracken· s 
Magic Show. Food and beverages 
added to the merriment. 

Did Sun City achieve its goal to be 
added to the Guinness Book of 
Records for having the longest golf 
cart parade in the world? Only time 
will tell now! 

The parade committee of 
Phyllis Roach, Fran Park, 
Doug Caravaggio, 
George Hartman and 
hundreds of volunteers 
earned the heartfelt ap-

preciation of all Sun Ci
tians for organizing a parade that ,-.ill 
be fondly remembered for many years 
to come. Thank you, tl1ank you!! 
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Sun City: Then and Now 
Photographs of 40 years ago compared with contemporary 

photos of the same sites by Allen Dutton 

"Building Sun City is 
a gamble, but I'm pretty 
sure it will work," Del 
Webb is quoted as say
ing in the book by Al 
Tudor, Along the Old 
Vulture Trail. The exhi-

"I will build you a com
fortable place to live," 
said Del Webb, "but 
only you can make it an 
exciting place to live." 
His "Active Retirement" 
concept of a planned 

bition, Sun .City: Then ~~~-•~Im~ community in a country 
and Now, contrasts pho- flit•........ club setting, combined 
tographs of the '60's ·,. · with affordable housing, 
loaned by the Sun Cities . ..,,..,,,,.__~---1.. created a rush of 
Area Historical Society l 00,000 people the first 
with photographs of the weekend. ln 72 hours, 
same sites as they appear 23 7 housing contracts 
today taken by Phoenix ~!IZt:~~~ were sold. At the end 
photographer Allen A. of 1960, thirty-two craft 
Dutton. Sun City, Deanne and Clair Drives, c. 1961 and social clubs had formed. 

Sun City was desert when Henry Wickenburg The next year, Town Hall was built. The cotton 
prospected nearby hills for gold. In 1903, Marinette fields and desert had become Sun City, and later, the 
Ranch grew sugar beets between the Agua Fria and adjacent "Lizard Acres" cattle feeding lot became Sun 
New Rivers. Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company City West. 
established a compound on the ranch for its South- In the Sun City: Then and Now exhibition, an 
west Cotton Company. In 1936, all 20,000 acres of aerial view of Sun City shows Del Webb's first five 
Marinette Ranch were sold to J.G. Boswell to grow model homes conspicuously solitary in the middle of 
cotton. Del Webb bought the ranch in 1959, and in vast vacant land, with a line of cars stretching end-
! 960, Del Webb Corporation launched Sun City. lessly as people come to view them, tying up traffic 

Tudor describes hands-on visionary Del Webb as for miles on Grand Avenue. Photos like this bring 
coming to Arizona "three decades prior, armed with a startlingly into foc us the changes that have taken 
saw, a hammer and his wife. He parlayed these assets place in the West Valley and elsewhere in the Phoe-
into a multi-million dollar business that owned hous- nix metropolitan area. Another series of four aerial 
ing subdivisions, high-rise buildings, the New York photographs, taken over time, depict the further de-
y ankees baseball club and gambling casinos." velopment of Sun City, culminating in a graphic shot 
Webb's "new retirement concept" made "sociological looking directly down on a neighborhood saturated 
history." with homes. 

(continued on reverse) 
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Sun City: Then and Now 
continued 

The development of the lake and early construction of 
Boswell Hospital are also shown. 

1n a series of contemporary photos taken by Allen 
Dutton, we see the Sun Dial as it looks today versus 
under construction. Early neighborhoods, either bar
ren of vegetation, or with young plants and trees, re
veal substantial change 
and growth in cactus, 
palm trees and other .. 
flora. Simple intersec- i 'f 
tions become complex 
with the passage of 40 
years. 

These photos are 
about change and the 
passage of time. The 
trees are taller, the peo
ple standing in front of 
the same home are dif
ferent. But there is 
also a sense of continu
ity, some things staying 
the same, life going on. ' 

"Until the advent of ' 
the photographic proc
ess, humans doubted 

photograph is invested with a unique sense of valid
ity. It is that sense of actuality which will entreat 
your vision as you view these pictures of the begin
nings of Sun City, especially as they are paired with a 
contemporary view of the identical place." 

Allen A. Dutton was born in Kingman, Arizona in 
1922. His paternal 
grandparents came to 
the state in 1883. He 
was educated at the 
Art Center School in 
Los Angeles, the San 

' '1 Francisco Art Insti
tute and Arizona 
State University, re
ceiving a B.A. degree 

. . . in 1948 and an M.A. 
':a:fiJ+~7~;:~- · ; degree in 1949. 
·i .. ~_ ~ -¾~::.~ Dutton served in the 

, • ,., :~ :I' i I military during 
• • ·1 t · :' ff ·1 World Warn. 

- Since 1963, Allen 

visual art," says Allen 
Dutton, who has a long list of 

Sun City: View South from Town Hall, 1967 

Dutton has had many 
one-man exhibitions 
in the United States, 
Europe and the Far 
East. He is presently 

photographic credits. He was Chairman of the Pho
tography Department at Phoenix College until his re
tirement in 1982. "We see statues and illustrations of 
historical figures ... but are invariably struck by the 
notion of how much their authenticity has been com
promised by 'artistic license.' 

"We know less about the reality of past urban en
vironments which loom large in imagination ... The 
camera changed that. This new medium invested its 
imagery with a sense of authenticity hitherto un
known. 

"It is the rare photographer who has the temerity to 
claim that a photograph is truly objective. Most real
ize it is a person subject to the same human frailties 
which beset us all who is aiming the camera and de
ciding the instant the shutter is released. Still, the 

PLEASE, NO PHOTOGRAPHS 

having a show of his work at 
the Corcoran Gallery in Washington, DC. His photos 
are in the collections of the Museum of Modem Art, 
New York, Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, Tokyo Col
lege of Photography and University of New Mexico, 
among others. 

Books about Allen Dutton's work include: The 
Great Stone Tit (Little Wonder Press), A. A. Dutton's 
Compendium (Buse Press), Allen A. Dutton Mono
gruili_(Northlight Press), Arizona Then and Now 
(Silver Square Press), Phoenix Then and Now (First 
Interstate Bank) and Mythology for the Twenty-First 
Century (Zekwogh Publishing). 

In addition, his photography has appeared in over 
30 books and magazines in the United States, Europe 
and Japan. He spends much of his time documenting 
the state of Arizona in photographs. 

PLEASE DO NOT TOUCH 
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SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT 

The local Exchange Club was responsible for constructing the 
"Freedom Shrine" located at Bell Recreation Center. The display 
cases features a revolving exhibit of copies of our nation's most 
famous documents, including the Constitution, the Declaration of 
Independence, Emancipation Proclamation, Gettysburg Address 
and more. 

MAY 31-.JUNE 6, 2000 

Bell Recreation Center is the site of the community's annual "Ring 
That Bell" Ceremony on July 4. The patriotic ceremony encourages 
residents to ring an exact replica of the famous Liberty Bell that sits 
in the center's Memorial Garden. Made from the mold that cast the 
nation's original Liberty Bell, Sun City's bell is reportedly the only 
replica of the Liberty Bell that the public is allowed to chime. 

e ep one 1 

, The directory started in 1960 and liste 
1 
occupation and their hometown - ali'o 
ed in present ~ersions.of the ?irectory. 
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Senior'.City:: th'.atsi>itrked!/:(I 
a natiOnal trend ttirns 401 
By Alan J. Heavens 
PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 

PHOENIX - Golf and retire
ment have been indelibly linked 
in the American mind for decades. 

So it wasn't surprising that his
tory's largest golf-cart parade was 
among the events marking the 
40th birthday of the nation's ol
dest and largest retirement com
munity. Del Webb Co.'s Sun City, 
northwest of Phoenix, turned 40 
on Jan. 1. 

Since the weekend it opened, 
Sun City has been the model for 
just about every subsequent 
over-55 housing development, no 
matter the geographical location. 

Although few of Sun City's 
original buyers remain, they were 
part of the first generation of mid
dle-class and working-class Amer
icans who could take advantage of 
retirement - "Too old to work, 
too young to die," in the words of 
union boss Walter Reuther. 

Dividing generations 
Social Security, which began in 

the Great Depression year of 1935, 
made it possible for the first gen
eration of Sun City residents, born 
around the turn of the cenlµry, to 
live on their own when they no 
longer wanted to work. 

Retirement always was possible 
for people of wealth. But until So
cial Security guaranteed an in
come in retirement for the popula
tion at large, Americans who lived 
into their 60s and 70s continued to 
work, and lived with their chil
dren or grandchildren in an ex
tended-family si tuation. 

·'Social Security and other 
trends contributed to the exodus 
of older people from multigenera
tional households and jobs," said 
Marc Freedman, author of Prime 
Time: How Baby-Boomers Will 
Revolutionize Retirement and 
Transform America. 

Freedman of San Francisco 
said he had qualms about the im
pact Del Webb had on retirement. 

"When the developers came up 
with the Sun City concept in the 
late 1950s, everyone thought they 
were nuts," Freedman said. 

"After all, the concept was 
based on the idea that older peo-

pie would be willing to take out a 
30-year mortgage, leave their chil
dren and grandchildren, and 
move out to the desert," he said. 

But on the first weekend of 
1960, 100,000 prospective buyers 
showed · up to look at the first 
models: two-bedroom, one-bath 
ranchers with a carport (air condi
tioning was an upgrade). 

Base price: $8,900. 

Selling a lifestyle 
Sun City captured the imagina

tion of this first generation of reti
rees "because Webb was selling a 
positive vision of later life: a new 
start ," Freedman said. 

It was Webb who coined the 
term "the golden years" for retire
ment, FrEledman said. And with
out using the term, it was Webb 
who created the concept of a "se
niors' lifestyle." 

Unlike the subsequent Sun 
City developments, which reflect 
the architectural styles of the re
gions in which they are situated. 
the first Sun City had a .Midwest
ern look. 

The reason was simple. Arizona 
was then attracting retirees from 
Illinois. Indiana and Michigan, as 
well as Canadians. Many of them 
already were "snowbirds" who 
spent the winter months al trailer 
parks and RV resorts around 
Phoenix. 

Housing styles didn't change 
much until the 1980s. In the 
1970s. garages replaced carports, 
and air conditioning proved criti
cal in a place where daytime tem
peratures hover between 110 and 
120 degrees for several months a 
year. 

The last of Sun City's 26.000 
houses was completed in 19i8. 
About 48,000 people live there. Re
sale prices range from $50,000 to 
$300,000. 

[Del Webb opened Sun City 
Center Florida in Tampa Bay in 
1961, and in 1996 acquired two ac
tive adult communities in Marion 
County, south of Ocala. The com
munities are Spruce Creek Coun
try Club and Spruce- Creek Pre
serve.] 

Golf played a major role in 
Webb's Sun City vision, with 10 
18-hole courses and one nine-hole 
course. Recreation centers offered 

places to gather to play bridge and ; 
socialize. As the Sun City concepl •
was refined, and tastes and inter
ests changed, the number of golf 
courses declined in subsequent 
communities. 

Re~reation centers - became 
more sophisticated and expensive, 
however, with building costs rang
ing from a couple of million dol
lars· to $22 million for Sun City 
Hilton Head in South Carolina. 

Baby boomers - those born be
tween 1946 and 1964 - will not be 
eligible to live in age-restricted, 
55-and-over communities until 
next year. Will baby boomers be 
attracted to today's retirement 
communities, which are being 
called "active adult"? 

Only IO percent of the nation's 
seniors now live in age-restricted 
communities. according lo the 
Joint Center for Housing Studies 
al Harvard. "We have to keep baby 
boom diversity in mind:' said 
Charles F Longino Jr., director of 
the Reynolda Gemntology Pro
gram al Wake Forest University in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 

In general. Longino said he did 
not think that retirement would 
be a goal as it was for previous 
generations. but instead a "mis
sion in life." 

Will baby boomers be willing to 
trek across country to live in Sun 
Belt locations? 

The Joint Center expects the 
push to the West and Southeast 
coast to continue, with California, 
Florida and Texas to benefit most. 

Arizona. too. will substantially 
outpace the national senior pop
ulation rate by 2025. 

However. the center's recent 
study, ·'Housing America·s Se
niors ... suggests that, "with their 
higher levels of education, greater 
wealth, better health, and broader 
travel experience, the baby boom
ers will be more mobile'' than 
their parents and grandparents. 

"At the same time, the trend, 
toward longer work lives and d<:
layed marriage and parenting may 
keep seniors in their homes long
er,'' the report staled. 

Most people lock in their hous
ing choices before they reach age 
60. So, many baby boomers are 
making housing choices tod3y 
that \\ill last the rest of their li\'c,. 
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Bliinp inissing 
SUN CITY: Reward 
posted for return of 
220-pound balloon 
HAYLEY RINGLE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City 40th anniver
sary balloon that could be seen 
for miles was stolen early Thurs
day morning from Sundial Recre
ation Center. 

A $500 reward Is being offered 
for information leading to the 
return of the 25- by 10-foot bal
loon, said Doug Caravaggio. a 
member of the 40th anniversary 
steering committee. 

The blimp was secured iu U1e 
covered entryway between Sundi
al's auditorium and the indoor 
swimming pool, next to a new 
Cadillac. Nothing else was stolen 
or vandalized, officials said. 

Sometime between 11 p.m. 
June 21 and 4 a.m. June 22, 
when maintenance crews are not 
on the premises, someone either 
took the balloon or released it, 
Caravaggio said. 

Caravaggio said authorities 
believe several people worked to 
untie the balloon, since it weighs 
about 220 pounds and was 
secured with bungee cords, nylon 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

A blimp commemorating Sun 
City's 40th anniversary is missing 
from its storage site at Sundial 
Recreation Center. 

rope with sand bags and a bolt. 
"Someone must have watched 

us (disassemble the balloon) 
because they knew what they 
were doing," Caravaggio said. 
"We don't know if it was a joke or 
a theft. but we·ve never lost any
thing before." 

Fran Park, chairman of the 
40th anniversary steering com
mittee, said he does not believe 
wind was a factor. 

"It would have dragged every
thing with It," Park said. "Or it 
would have been caught . under 
the Sundial deck." 

Maintenance workers noticed 
the balloon was missing at 4 
a.m., said Paul Hansen, facility 
supervisor for Sundial. 

"It's a mystery." he said. "We 
haven' t had any problems 
before." 

The vinyl balloon, which is val
ued at around $4,000. was 
donated by Lund Cadillac. The 
$4.000 includes the price of the 
balloon and the helium used to 
inflate it. 

The balloon, which has the 
4001 anniversary logo on it and a 
Lund Cadillac banner attached to 
the bottom, has been on display 
at various locations throughout 
the retirement community. 

The 40th anniversa1y commit
tee is waiting to hear any infor
mation leading to the return of 
the balloon, whether someone 
saw the balloon in the sky or saw 
people taking the balloon. 

"It takes about five or six guys 
to handle it." Park said. "It's awk
ward to handle it." 

If the balloon was released. it 
could be lying in somewhere, 
Caravaggio said. 

"Whatever goes up. eventually 
has to come down," Hansen said. 

Anyone wiU1 information is 
asked to call the Sheriffs Posse of I 
Sun City at 972-2555. 
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Sun City 40th anniversary team 
seeks more volunteer assistance 

By Jeannette Ryder 
Spec:lal Cotreepondent/ Arizona Senior World 

When the committee for the 40th 
anniversary celebrations first got together 
in August 1998, their goal was to raise 
enough money throughout the year 2000 
to fund a specially equipped van for resi
dents of Sun City who need transportation 
to go to recreation centers and doctors 
appoinbnents and to attend functions and 
local activities, etc. At this point, they have 
successfully collected enough to purchase 
one $50,000 vehicle and are well on their 
way to purchasing a second. 

All enterprises, including the main 40th 
and all other planning committees are car
ried out by volunteers and all proceeds 
from the various events and souvenir sales 
go directly into the fund. 

The committee Is also looking for a few 
more volunteers to help staff the 40th 

· anniversary office on a parttlme basis. If 
you are interested in helping out or would 
Just like to know more about the activities 
that are planned please call 623-97 4-
1541. 

The 40th anniversary celebrations are 
not only for the residents of Sun City. All 
the events are open to everyone and espe
cially West Valley residents. 

Friday, October 6, 10 am.-noon, is the 
fourth "Llfe Enrichment Seminar" at 
Boswell Support Center Bldg. 10401 W. 
Thunderbird, free admission. 

Monday, October 9, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
there will be a Food Fair at the Sun Bowl, 

107th Avenue, South of Peoria Ave. 
Admission is free but there is a food 
charge. On-going entertainment is the 
highlight of this day with difTerent per
formers evecy hour. There will also be 
health screenings and rafile prizes. 

On Wednesday, October 11, at 11 a.m. 
the library honors S.C. authors In the 
Hoover Room. Free admission , $5 buffet 
charge. 

Sunday, October 15, 7:30 p.m.-9:30 
p.m., "Caught in Del Webb's Web Play" at 
Mountain View Rec. Center , free admis
sion. 

Tuesday, October 17, 7:30 p.m.-9:30 
p.m. Sun City Musicians Concert at the 
Sundial Rec. Center. Free admJsslon. 

Halloween Is celebrated on Tuesday, 
October 31, with a Halloween Turkey Bar
becue at the Sun Bowl, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Admission is free with a food charge per 
person for the barbecue. Visitors are 
encouraged to wear a Halloween costume 
and prizes will be given for the "scariest.· 

To find out more about all the events 
listed here please call 623-97 4-1541. 
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Parade, prizes top 40th finale 
ALL DECKED OUT: 
Committee expects 
crowds for Friday's 
boat show, Saturday's 
extravaganza 
JOHN SOKOUCH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Just two events are left in Sun 
City"s 40th Anniversary celebra
tions. but both promise to be 
spectacular. 

This Friday, on Lakeview Lake, 
up to 81 boats will be decked out 
for the Christmas Decorated Boat 
Parade. The event is open to the 
public, but participants should 
bring their own chairs. The lake 
is located at Thunderbird Road 

1 and Del Webb Boulevard. 
Sun Citians' boats will make 

their way around the lake, show
ing off a myriad of lights and dec
orations. with some even sporting 
a Santa Claus or two. 

"We are still working out the 
details of the parade, but it really 
should be a sight to see," said 
George Hartman of the 40th 
Anniversary Committee. "It's the 

last thing we have 'before our 
finale. and we·re guessing that 
there might be up to 2.000 people 
there.· 

But even with the numbers 
expected for the boat parade, it 
pales in comparison to the com
mittee's long-awaited "Finale!" at 
the Sundome in Sun City West. 

The "Finale!" features Mac 
Frampton and the Arizona Mas
terworks Chorale performing clas
sics of Verdi. Handel. Mozart and 
Gershwin, along with sounds of 
the season. Frampton is a concert 
pianist known for his musical tal
ent. exuberant style and high 
energy. 

"It's really going to be a great 
show with a lot of holiday spirit." 
committee chairwoman Fran Park 
said. "Sales are going great, and 
we are hoping to have 3.500 peo
ple show up." 

Currently. ticket sales have 
been hovering just less than 
2.000, but there were many sales 
in the past couple of days. The 
committee also is expecting many 
door sales the day of the event. 
which kicks off at 7 p.m. 

Admission to the show is $3. 
and all who attend will walk away 

with a gift certificate for two 
nights at Casino Laughlin in 
Nevada. 

In addition to the gift certifi
cates. the grand prize raffies also 
will be drawn. and eight lucky 
residents will go home with prizes 
worth thousands of dollars. 

Railed off at the finale will be 
a 2000 Cadillac DeVille: a Gas for 
Life card. entitling the winner to a 
lifetime of free gasoline: a London 
vacation: an EZ-Go Golf Cart; a 
Panama Canal Cruise: a hand
made celebration quilt and a pro
jection television. 

Raffie tickets are $IO each or 
three for $25. and may be pur
chased at the Sun City 40th 
Anniversary Office. 15404 N. 99th 
Ave. 

Prizes will be railed through
out the evening. and there will be 
about hvo hours of musical enter
tainment during the night. 

But aside from the plethora of 
entertainment the committee 
offered Sun City residents 
throughout the closing months of 
this year. members report their 
hard work was all worthwhile. 

At Tuesday morning's weekly 

meeting, committee members 
talked about their efforts, and 
said the one thing they found 
was a need for such entertain
ment in the community. 

The committee originally 
started two years ago with just 
two people. As months went by. 
more and more volunteers came 
aboard, dedicating thousands of 
hours lo the program. From the 
first general meeting in August 
1998. volunteers have donated 
about 4.800 hours of time in 
meetings alone. 

A statement to be enclosed 
with "Finale!" programs states. 
"We heard your laughter and 
applause. We saw your smiles. 
What a year that was! What il did 
- more than anything else -
was to galvanize an entire com
munity into a bonding of 
togetherness." 

For more information about 
the final two events of Sun City's 
40th Anniversary celebrations. 
contact the committee office at 
974-1541. 

John Solcolich can be reached 
at Jsokolich@azrrib.com or at 
623-876-2526. 



,........_ 
..c 
+> 
0 
..;:t 
-........, 

Cf) 
ril 
H 
I'.!; 
< 
Cf) 
Pc: 
ril 
> 
H z z 
< 

- ------------------------- --------------· ·-

Fine finale to Sun City's 40th year 
. I?- -l9 -oo . 

STAFF REPORT 

Labeled as the raffie of a life
time. the 40th Anniversary Finale 
Program presented eight extrava
gant prizes to a handful of lucky 
individuals Sunday. 

More than 2.000 people 
attended the program at the Sun
dome in Sun City West. 
· Raffle tickets for finale pro

gram were sold at $10 each or 
three for $25. while piizes totaled 
nearly $100.000. The $100.000 
will go toward the purchase of 
two handicap-accessible vans. 

Below is a list of those who 
took home the eight top prizes. 

DeVille Cadillac by Lund 
Cadillac: Bob Swartz. 

Gas for life by Mike's Sun City 
Unocal: Josephine Hartley. 

Tiip for two to the Amazon 
courtesy of Bob Kenney' s World 
Wide Travel Service: John 
Tiigilio. 

TJip to England courtesy of 
Biitish Airways: Boyd and Grace 
Wetter. 

Tiip for two to the Panama 
Canal courtesy of Ford's World 
Travel: Frank Stazio. 

Golf cart by Pohle EZ Go: 
Elton Miller. 

Circuit City projection televi
sion: Zida Stefanchuk. 

Quilt made by the Sun City 
Quilters: James A. Smiley. JOY LAMBERT /DAILY NEWS-SUN 

JOY LAMEERT/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Mac Frampton, at piano, performs with the Masterworks Chorale, above, 
for the crowd at the Sundome in Sun City West during the Sun City 40th 
Anniversary Finale on Sunday. Fran Park, left, addresses the crowd. while 
Maricopa County Sheriff Posse members guard the raffle entries during the 
celebration, which ended a year of anniversary events. 
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FINISHING IN GRAND STYLE ~ 
Sun City's 40th ·anniversary celebration concludes· 

••M* .. , 

December 27, 2000 

By JULI NESSETT Members of the Sun City Posse 
Independent Newspapers provided security for the raffle, ush-
-- ering tickets sold in the hours prior 

Crowds of people, both young to the finale down to the stage and 
and old, gathered together at the overseeing the drawing process. 
Sundome Center for the Performing Eight raffle prizes were awarded. 
Arts on Dec. 17 for Sun City's 40th James Smiley won the Sun City 
Anniversary Finale, bringing down Quilters quilt. The projection TV, 
the curtain on a festive year of donated by Circuit City, was won 
events. · by Zida Stefanchuk. Elton Miller 

According to Bob Budorik, 40th won the EZ Go golf car, cqurtesy of 
Anniversary committee member. Pohle Golf Cars. The Panama Canal 
over 2,500 people atte.nded the per- cruise, donated by Ford's Travel, 
formance. was won by Frank Stazio. Boyd and 

The finale featured Mac Grace Wetter were Jhe winners of 
Frampton and the Arizona the British Airways London trip. 
Masterworks Chorale, both of The Amazon trip, donated by Bob 
whom brought audience members Kenney's Travel, was won_ by John · 
to the ir feet with renditions of pop- Trigi lio. Josephine Hariley won gas 
ular, toe-tapping tunes. for life, courtesy of Mike's Sun 

Winners for the grand-prize City UNOCAL. The grand prize 
drawing were selected and winner of the 2000 Cadillac De 
announced throughout the finale, Yilfe, donated by Lund Cadillac, 
but unfortunate ly none o f the win- was Bob Swartz. 
ners were present. Appropriately, it According to Doug Caravaggio, 
seems, all of the winners were from committee member, Mr. Swfl_rtz 
Sun City. found out about his prize shortly 

after playing· a round of golf on his 
60th birthday. 

The goal of the Sun City 40th 
Anniversary Committee's year-long 

Sun City Foundation and itis going 
to be used then to buy two 'vans for 
SCAT and the rest of the money 
will be kept by the foundation and 
distributed on a monthly basis for 
upkeep and maintenance of the 
vans," said Mr. Park. 

Members ·or the 40th 
Anniversary Committee will meet 
with SCAT officials after the first of 
the year to finalize details of the 
venture. 

The two vans will be -used to 
shuttle Sun City residents to recre
ation centers, beginning Jan. 15. 
Details of cost, operation hours and 
routes will be worked out at a 
meeting in January. 

The 40th Anniversary office wi ll 
c lose for the hol idays, but wi ll 
reopen on Jan. 2. 

Doug Caravaggio, right , member of the S un City 40th Anniversary 
Committee, awards the grand prize in a year-long raffle, a 2000 Cadillac, to 
Bob Swartz and his wife, Kathleen Haines. 

Memorabilia from the 40th 
anniversary will still be sold as 
well. Call 974-1541 , for more infor
mation. 

celebration was two-fold: to pro
vide entertainment and activities 
for residents, and to raise $ I 00,000 
for the purchase o f two handicap
accessible vans. 

The preliminary results of the 
committee's fund-raising activities 
were announced at the end of the 
finale. Fran Park, 40th Anniversary 
Committee chairman, d~clared that 
the goal had been met and exceed
ed with a. total o f $108,382.34 
raised. 

Almost $60,000 of the total came 
from raffle ticket sales, $55.000 of 
which was raised during the year 
and $4,200 from tickets sold in the 
hours prior 10 the finale. 

"All of the money goes to the 

Photo by JULI NESSETT/lndependent Newspapers 

Fran Park, left, chairman of Sun City 40th Anniversary Committee, served as 
emcee of the committee's grand finale Dec. 17 at the Sundome. Posse 
members provided security and assisted with the drawing of winning names. 
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Coming full circle 
Sun City club 
.distributes last 
of anniversary 
proceeds 
STAFF REPORT 

The Sun City Circle 40 
Club came full circle Monday 
night during a party lo salute 
the volunteers and bus i
nesses instrumental in the 
com ·rn u n I t y 's 4 0 t·h -
anniversary celebration in 
2000, and to disburse pro
ceeds . from a fund that had 
oQce grown to $119,000. , 

chairwoman. It supported the 
Sun Clly Foundation and 
other local cau ses with 
money raised from anniver
sary fund-raisers, including 
the sale of logo T-shirts and 
mugs. 

The 40th-annlversary and 
the Circle 40 club's executive 
committee was composed of 
Park, Roach, George Hart
man, Treasurer Lila Stevens , 
Secretary Fran Lang and 

· Doug Caravaggio. 
Park, Roach and Caravag

gio recognized the individuals 
and businesses durtng a din
ner Monday night at Sundial 
Recreation Center. 

MOWE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Doug Caravaggio, left, Phyllis Roach and the Rev. Fran Park are all smiles at the Sun City Circle 
40 party Monday night. . 

The Circle 40 Club evolved 
from the anniversary commit
tee headed by the Rev. Fra ry 

· Park and Phyllis Roach, vice 

In December 200 1, 

See CIIClE 40, A5 

$100,000 of the $119,000 in the fund was given to the Sun 
City Foundation, which has used some of that ·money to pro- ' 
vlde free transportation passes to needy residents and to pay 
annual property assessments for those who carinot afford 
them. In addition, two vans were purchased for the Sun Cities 
Area Transit. 

On Monday, there was $6,000 rematntng to disburse from 
the original fund, Park said. Recipients of the balance of the , 
fund are the West Valley Alzheimer's Association, SCAT and 
the PR1DES - each of which received $2,000. 

Guests at Monday's party contributed $500 to Michael 
Quihuls, a 21-year employee of RCSC, to help pay for his bone 
marrow transplant at the University of Arizona Cancer Center. 
Quihuls has leukemia and has exhausted his health benefits. · 
Circle 40 has set up an account - 647460013 - at Bank Qne · 
for those who would like to help him. 

- - ------------
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Photo by Charlene Patti Bisson/Independent Newspapers 
The Sun City 40th Anniversary Committee - known as the Circle 40 Group - held its final 
event last week at Sundial Recreation Center. In addition to planning all the events to mark 
Sun City's 40th anniversary in 2000, the committee raised over $200,000 for local charities. 
The Rev. Fran Park, left, and Doug Caravaggio, right, both representing the committee, dis
tribute the final contributions to local organizations. From left, Rev. Park, Art Klein of the Sun 
City Prides, Rosie Bosch of the Alzheimer's Association West Valley Resource Center, and 
Tom Portico of Sun Cities Area Transit. 

GIVING CIRCLE 
Committee lends hand to RCSC worker 
By Charlene Patti Bisson 
Independent Newspapers 

A commitlee organ ized 
four years ago to plan Sun 
City's 40th anniversary and 
raise funds for local chari
ties is now offering financial 
assis tance Lo an ailing Rec 
Centers employee as its final 
benevolent act. 

The Sun City Circle 40 
group held its final meeting 
last week to honor those 
who parlicipated in planning 
anniversary events. During 
the meeting. group organiz
ers announced a n effort to 
raise money for Michael Qui
huis, a 21-ycar Sun City Rec 
Centers employee who is 
battling leukemia. 

"Give until il hurts," said 
Doug Caravaggio during the 
SC Circle 40 Group final 
dinner and award banquet 
held Oct. 20 al the Lakeview 
Recrealion Center, I 0626 W. 
Thunderbird Blvd. 

"Sun Citians are so great 
\\'ith charity even if they are 
sometimes tight." he joked. 

Before the night ended. 
more than S500 was collect
ed for Mr. Quihuis. 

Mr. Quihuis is 39 and 
lives in Phoenix. 

"He is a dedicated 
employee," Mr. Caravaggio 
said. "Let's help a fellow man 
m our own commumty. 

Mr. Quihuis appreciates 
the community's effort. 

"I was surprised and real 
happy that U1ey are helping 
me out .:__ Doug and his 
friends," Mr. Quihuis said. 

He learned that he had 
leukemia last April and soon 
after was unable to work. 

"J was happy to go to work 
and I never had any prob
lems and I miss all that," Mr. 
Quihuis said. "I got along 
wim all the elderly people. I 
enjoyed being with my boss 
and friends. I wish I was still 
working." 

Mr. Quihuis and his 
donor will be in Tucson for 
90 days to obtain a bone 
marrow transplant at the 
University of Arizona Cancer 

Center. 
He is a father of two, Crys

tal and Michael Jr .. and has 
a wife, Lucinda. 

Mr. Caravaggio's wife, 
Betty, said they plan LO ask 
all Sun City clubs to donate. 

"We are geuing a hold of 
everyone we can," said Mrs. 
Caravaggio, who collected 
raffle money to help for his 
cancer treatment. 

A bank account was also 
set up in Mr. Quihuis·s 
name. The account, No. 
647460013, is established 
at Bank One. Mr. Caravaggio 
said the Rev. Fran Park 
helped him with the fund
raising campaign. 

"People can go to any 
Bank One to help him. 
Please help us help him." Mr. 
Caravaggio said. 

Mr. Quihuis is very grate
ful. 

"I thank everyone who is 
helping me. I really appreci
ate what they are doing ... he 
said. 

( 40th) 
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ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE PLANS BIG FINALE 

Yearlong celebration culminates Dec. 17 
By JULI NESSETT 
Independent Newspapers 

Turning 40 is often a monumen
ta l occasion and Sun C ity's 40th 
a nniversary has been no exception. 

Over the past year the Sun City 
40th Anniversary Commillee has 
presented numerous events and ac
tivities for the enjoyme nt of resi
dents of the C ity of Volunteers. But 
as all good things must come to an 
e nd, so must Sun C ity's 40th 
anniversary. 

It will not be without one last big 
bang, however. 

On Dec. 17, the committee will 
present the Sun Ci ty 40th 
Anni versary Fina le! "Celebrating 
Yeste rday. Today and Tomorrow" 
at 7 p.m. in the Sundome Cente r for 

ARIZO 

;A NN I 

the Performing Arts. 19403 R.H. 
Johnson Blvd .. Sun City West. 

Mac Frampton, a renowned con
cert pianist. and the Masterworks 
Chorale wi ll be the featured ente r
ta inme nt for the event. The 
Masterworks Chorale wi ll present 
an exte ns ive re pertoi re. from the 
classics of Verd i. Hande l and 
Mozart. to Gershwin. 

Fran Park, 40th Anniversary Com
millee chairman, will emcee the 
a ffa ir, whic h is sponsored by 
Ramada Express. Ken Meade Real
ty, Lund Cadillac, Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield and We lls Fargo Bank. 

Ramada Express is also provid
ing an added bonus to those who 
allend the finale. Each person will 
receive free a two-night stay at 
Ramada Express in Laughlin. Nev. 
Complete details will be specified 
on the certi ficates. which will be 
handed out that night. 

A lthough this last year has been 
full of fun and games, the celebra
tion has no t been without an impor
tant and meaningful goal. The main 
purpose of the 40th Anniversary 

Committee hus been to raise enough 
money to purc hase two hand i-

.__ _____________________________ capped-accessible vans to shutllc -

residents v.ithout transp(.lrtation to 
the recreation centers. 

The com mittee has almost 
reached its goal of$ I 00,000. which 
wi ll pay for the vans. This money 
has been raised through rafne ticket 
sales. event ticket sa les and 40th 
anniversary memorabilia. 

Tic ke ts for the rafne are $ I O for 
one or $25 for th ree. and can be pur
c hased at the 40th A nni versary 
office. 15404 N. 99th Ave. 

Raffle \\, inners" ill he drawn dur
ing the Dec. 17 fi nale and some 
luc ky people " ill go home with 
prizes va lued over $ I 00.000. 

Prizes include: a 2000 Cadi-llac 
DeVille. courtesy o f Lund Cadi
llac: gas for life from Sun City 
UNOCA L: a Lo ndon vaca tion. 
courtesy of British A irways: an EZ 
Go Golf Cart from Pohle Carts: a 
Panama Canal cru ise. courtesy of 
Ford Travel: a handmade celebra
tion quilt from Sun City Q uilters: an 
Ama70n cruise. courteS) of Bob 
Kenney's Travel and a large-screen 
projection TV from Circ uit City. 

Ticke ts for the fina le are $3 and 
arc available at the Sundomc Box 
Office. They are a lso avai lab le 
through T icketmastcr but a scr\'ice 
charge for the tickets will apply. 

Monies raised from ticket sales 
wi ll go to pay for use o f the 
Sundome. 

Reside nts who would like to 
attend the fina le and have no trans
portation are asked to call the 40th 
Anniversary office at 974- 1541. 

40th 
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Anniversary group thanks volunteers 
The committee resp onsi

ble for planning and carry
ing our the events that 
marked Sun City·s 40th 
anniver sary in 2000 held its 
final meeting las t w eek to 
recognize those wh o sup
µoned its acti\' ities. 

Tht' Sun City 40th 
Anniversary Committee -
also known as the Circle 40 
Group - thanked its volun
teer::, and busm css sponsors 
for all the work that went 
into the many ann i versary 
C\'Cnt::,. 

··\\'t: did .1 damn good JOb ... 
said Doug Caravaggio , com
minci: co -thairrnan. 

The committee handed 
out µlaques to ove r 60 vol
untet·r,, and dispursed 

remaining funds to the Sun 
City Pr ides, Sun Cities Arca 
Transit and the Alzheimer·s 
Association West Valley 
Resource Center. 

'"Del Webb built the how,
es. but it takes th e peoµle 
who live in those houses to 
make a community ... sa id 
Co-chairman Rev. Fran Park 
in thanking those who 
attended the event. 

The commi ttee public ly 
thanked the following volun
teers: 

Gene and Eileen Afdahl. 
Marjorie Black . - Bob 
Briscoe, Bob Budorick, 
Andy Caravaggio. Doug and 
Betty Caravaggio. Ed Chap
pe l l. Audrey Chris ten sen , 
Gene and Rose Craven. 

Anniversary honors 
The Sun City 40th Anniversary held its final event last week at 
Sund ial Recreation Center. Volunteers who assisted with 
p lanning events in 2000 to celebrate Sun City's 40th anniver
sary were honored. Plaques were awarded to over 60 resi
dents and organizations who helped with the anniversary cel
ebration . Businesses helping with the event included 
Carrrabba's, Trader Joe's and Liberty Buick. 

Daily News-Sun . Francine 
Dey. Rich and Maryann Du11-
11 ing. Dick Elton. Joe and 
Millie F'abbiano. 

Also. Ken and Billie Fold, 
Ruby Fox, Paul Hanscon . 
Opal Hantke, Beege Harring
ton. George Hartman , Jack 
and Ruth H ayes, Paul H er
rmann, Betty Hurley, Sun 
Cities Independent, Genife 
Jacob. Mary Januchowski, 
Gloria Jarger, Cheryl John
son , Fran and Ton y L ang, 
Lois L evering, Clarence and 
Millie Mallett, Tony Mangia
pane, M idge Manno, Hilda 
Mar quis. Rae Mason , Jerry 
Miller, Mar ge Murphy, Bob 
and Maria Naumann. 

Also. the Rev. Frank 
Park, Spike and Connie Pas-

co lin1 . Ch..1rl1e and \'er11<1 
Pitcher. Alice fJ1t::,e11b..11 !!,ti 
Joseµh1ne Po!:>a. !Job ancl P.it 
Purtill. :2000 l<n I e<1tI0I1 
Centers o! Sun C i ty. In,. 
Board of Direc·tor!:>. l{obert 
Resch. Thcres1c1 l{euther 
Priscilla Richk Fr,rnk anti 
Phyllis Roach. ;\1ike l{u-.,;,,u. 
Harry and Ina Romito. 

Abo. Tom Sp1shak. Lila 
Stephen s. Ingrid and Tun\' 
S t. James. hclt:n Tl11t:1. 
Philomena Tiberi..1. H1charcl 
and J ean Van /\nul'I. Joan 
Vasapollo. Mary Wentz . Bo~ d 
and Grace Wetter. \'I\ i<111 

Wh i tehead. Robert \Vibon . 
Miriam Woole\'e1. Claudettl 
Wren . Delores Yacohelli. 
Jean Zimmc-rm-111 and JuL' 
Zwebcn. 
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Activities scheduled for the year-long 
celebration of Sun City's 40th 
Anniversary in the year 2000. 

9 Sun Dinner/Dance at Sundial. 
10 Mon Sun City Chamber Music Society 

presents Miami String Quartet 
12 Wed Library Honors Sun City Authors 

16 Sun 
18 Tue 
23 Sun 

at Luncheon 
40th Anniversary "Clayfest" 
Sun City Musicians Concert 
Sun Cities Symphony of the •• 
West Valley 

25 Tue Loving Life Expo at Sundial 

• 

27-28 Thu-Fri Arizona State Shuffleboard 
Split Singles Tournament 

29 Sat 1st "Life Enrichment Seminar'' 
Lakes Club 

FEBRUARY 

7 Mon Sun City Chamber Music Society 
presents "Chanticleer" 

9 Wed Library Honors Sun City Authors 
at Luncheon 

11 Fri Lawn Bowl Tournament 

•• 

14 Mon Volunteers Day-- (Posse 27th, 
Prides 20th, Sunshine Serv. 38th) 
Sundial 

14 Mon Tanya Griffith Presentation 
15 Tue Sun City Musicians Concert 
27 Sun Sun Cities Symphony of the 

West Valley 
28-29 Mon-Tue Arizona State Senior 

Olympics - Bocce Tournament 

[.

.. 

... .. 

..... 
,.. . 
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4-5 Sat-Sun Men's Soft Ball Tournament 
8 Wed Library Honors Sun City Authors 

at Luncheon 
11 Sat 2nd "Life Enrichment Seminar" 
13 Mon Sun City Chamber Music Society 

presents the Carmina Quartet 
17 Fri Luck of The Irish Program 

Sun Bowl 
18 Sat Fun Fair at Lakeview 
19 Sun The Sun Cities Symphony of the 

West Valley 
21 Tue Sun City Musicians Concert 
24 Fri Festival Dance: all types (morning, 

afternoon & evening) at Sundial 
25 Sat Fun Fair at Marinette Rec Center 
27 Mon Music in the Park at Lakeview 

(bring your own chair) Ice Cream, • 
Caramel Corn & Hot Dogs 

APR.IL 

X . . 
. ·' . .,. . 

,. , I 

' -·---1 Sat Parade - Golf Cars, Antique Cars, , , -
Bands, Floats, etc. Starts at Bell, .. 

l ends at Sundial; refreshments. • 
1 Sat 
3 Mon 

8 Sat 
9 Sun 
12 Wed 

Fun Fair at Fairway Rec Center 
Sun City Chamber Music Society: 
Australian Chamber Orchestra 

Fun Fair at Oakmont Rec Center 
Sun Cities Symphony of W .Valley 
Library Honors Sun City Authors 
at Luncheon 

15 Sat Fun Fair at Sundial Rec Center 
16 Sun "Tribute to Broadway" by tile 

Arizona Jamboree. Sundial. 
18 Tue Sun City Musicians Concert 
22 Sat Fun Fair at Bell Rec Center 
23 Sun Easter Service at Sunbowl 

....... "'-'-' 
28 Fri Apple Dumpling Festival 
29-30 Sat-Sun Sundial Men's Club Golf 

Tournament . . . 
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5 Fri Pizza Party & Ice Cream Social "J 
at Sundial 

6 Sat Special Event at Sundome •• •• ~ 
6-7 Set-Sun Sundial Men's Club Golf \ ~- •• ·,: 

Tournament Finale ... 
6-7 Sat & Sun Bowling Tournament 
1 O Wed Library Honors Sun City Authors 

at Luncheon 
12 Fri Mother's Day Program 
13-14 Set & Sun Bowling Tournament 
20 Sat 3rd "Life Enrichment Seminar 

6 Tue Ice Cream Social at ',· 
Lakeview Rec Center 

14 Wed Library Honors Sun City Authors 
at Luncheon 

.... ,,. "II ,,.• 1· . 
. .. 

~-------,-~I ~~I:~ 
4 Tue Ring That Bell Ceremony and ·., 

Freedoms Foundation program • : l~ 
4 Tue Fire Cracker Bowling Party • r:: .. 
5 Wed Ice Cream Social at Lakeview 

12 Wed Library Honors Sun City Authors 
at Luncheon 
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I· AUGUST 

5 Sat Fraternal Day /Service Club 
Day 

9 Wed Library Honors Sun City Authors 
at Luncheon 

23 Wed Ice Cream Social 

• 

t ... . 
-:. -

• t-:_, -

-. • SEPTEHEER 

13 Wed Library Honors Sun City Authors 
at Luncheon 

15 Fri "Back to School" Quiz 
25 Mon Variety Show Sundial 
30 Sat 4th "Life Enrichment Seminar" 

... 
OCTOBER. 

1 Sun Ballroom Dance at Sundial 
9 Mon Food Fair and Entertainment 

Sunbowl 
11 Wed Library Honors Sun City Authors 

at Luncheon 
15 Sun Sun City Players Presentation 
17 Tue Sun City Musicians Concert 
31 Tue Turkey Bar BO and 

Halloween Costume Contest 
Sun Bowl 

.. 
,,. .. - -· ... ... .. 
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I 
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NDVEHEER 

8 Wed Library Honors Sun City Authors 
at Luncheon 

13 Mon Sun City Chamber Music Society 
17 Fri Women 's Invitational Golf 

Tournament - Lakes West 
18 Sat Women's Invitational Golf 

Tournament - Willowcreek 
24-25 Fri-Sat Sun City Arts and Crafts 

Festival 

. . . 

DECEHEER. 

2 Sat 5th "Life Enrichment Seminar" 
4-5 Mon-Tue Arizona 21st Women's 

Senior Championship Bowling 
Tournament 

5 Tue Jamboree Christmas Variety 
Show Sundial 

11 Mon Sun City Chamber Music Society .. 
13 Wed Library Honors Sun City Authors 

at Luncheon 
15 Fri Christmas Decorated Boat 

Parade 
17 Sun 40th Anniversary Finale 

.. 
Thanks to the many volunteers, Ru Center Clubs, 
sponsors, business and industry fo r their tim e, 
talents, support and community spirit! 

l • 

f 
l 
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In the beginning the Sun City 40th Anniversary 
Committee began with two people. The nucleus grew 
to involve hundreds of dedicated volunteers. The 
year-long variety of events brought entertainment: 
music, dance, sports, lectures, theatre, parades and 
food -- most of it free and attended by thousands. 
The 40th Anniversary reached out and touched 
merchants, from the smallest store or business to 
national corporations who responded with generous 
financial donations and prizes. 

We heard your laughter and applause. We saw your 
smiles. What a year that was! What it did -- more 
than anything else -- was to galvanize an entire 
community into a bonding of togetherness. Civic 
spirit and pride -- that was the Sun City celebration. 
The legend lives on. 

--The 40th '.Anniversary Committee 

"'~ :January - 'Decem6er, 2000 





The Sun City 40th Anniversary Committee would like to 
thank the following businesses and organizations for their 
sponsorship and continued support of Anniversary activities 
throughout the year: 

Abbott's Men's Shop 
ABCO 
APS 
Ace Hardware 
All American Service 
Ambassadors 
American Eye Institute 
Amethyst Arbor 
Arizona Diamondbacks 
Arizona Partners 
Arizona Senior World 
Art Rage Us 
Atlasta Catering 
Aztec West Beauty 

Salon 
Barnet Deloney 
Bell Camino Beauty 

Salon 
Best Buy 
Big O Tires 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
Bob Brown AC/H 
Carpet Library 
Carrabba's 
Chang Lee Restaurant 
Chums 
Citizens Water 
Resources 
Costco 
Cox Communications 
Daily News-Sun 
Del Webb Corp. 
Denny's TV 
Desert Amethyst 
Desert Schools Federal 

Credit Union 
Dino's Hair Salon 
Discount Tire 
Eye Tech Optical 
Faye's Custom Lingerie 

Fry's (Kroger) 
Geno's Carpets 
Geo's Barber Shop 
Golf Cars of America 
Greenway Terrace Hair 

Styling 
Lou Grubb 
Hil Co. Mechanical 
Home Depot 
Inn at the Amethyst 
Independent 

Newspapers 
K-Mart 
1230 KOY Radio 
Lakes Club 
Lakes West Barber 

Shop 
Liberty Buick 
Lund Cadillac 
Magic Music 
Ken Meade Realty 
Maggie's Travel 
MediSun 
Miller's Hallmark 
Moore Crysler 
Nan's Dress Shop 
O lympic Car Wash 
On the Run 
Palmbrook Country 

Club 
Palmer's Plumbing 
Phoenix Area Freedom 
Phoenix Suns 
Pickard Travel 
Pro-Tee & Associates 
Prudential Properties 
Ramada Express Hotel 

Casino 
Recreation Centers and 
Clubs of Sun City, Inc. 

Romano's Macaroni 
Grill 

Royal Oaks Life Care 
Safeway 
Schmeider & Son 
Jewelers 
Setterberg Jewelers 
Shamrock Foods 
S & S Tires 
Sun Camera 
Sun City Homeowners 

Assoc. 
Sun City Travel 
Sun Country Credit 

Union 
Sun Life Magazine 
Sun Health 
Sunland Memorial Park 
Target 
The Optical Boutique 
Thunderbird Barber 
Thunderbird 
Foundation Phoenix 

Open 
Trader Joe's 
Tres Arcos Dress Shop 
U. S. Post Office 
Valley Beauty Solon 
John Wallick (Family 

Tree) 
Dennis Walter Golf 

Clinic 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Wild Birds Unlimited 
AR. Wilde Fine Jewelry 
York Furniture 



4 0 A~niversary 
-----

Finale 
Welcome 

Mac Frampton 
"American Piano Man" 

Prize Drawings 

Masterworks Chorale 
"Anthem for the Millennium" 

Intermission 

Masterworks C horale 
"Christmas Canticle" 

Prize Drawings 

Mac Frampton 
"My Heart Will Go O n" 

Mac Frampton 
"Request Medley" 

Grand Prize Drawing 

Preliminary Report 
40th Anniversary Fund Drive 

Encore for th e Winners 
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RAMADA EXPRESS Hotel • Casino, Laughlin's 
preferred destination - offering amenities exclusively 

for adults: deluxe accommodations. fine dining and the 
classic entertainment preferred by mature tral'elers . 

• 
=i...__ RAMADA 
!!!!_EXPRESS 

LOTS TO SEE AND DO: HOHL • ("A\l"\JO LAL,CHLI ',,; ',,;[ \ADo\ 

* Flag raising ceremony every day at 7 a.m. LAS 

* Swing band music daily in the Caboose 
VEGAS 

Lounge. >lo cover. No minimum. 15 GIILIN 

* American Heroes Museum. open 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Free admission. 

* For U.S. Veterans only: 4-color collector's pin 
and Veteran·s Slot Club Card. 

* Adults-only pool and spa hours. 

* on-smoking noors and casino areas. 

* Free shuttle to Horizon Outlet Center. Voted 
"R 

* Award-winning restaurants 1·01ed best in La11ghli11. avorite 
Nevada 

Call Toll Free for Information & Reservations Casino" 

1-800-243-6846 by Arizona Seniors 

~ 

"" ~ 
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~ 
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Mac irampton 

Born in outh Carolina, Mac Frampton's quiet, small-town gentility 

sharply contrasts with the dazzling sophistication of his music. Rock . 

. . pop ... jaz: ... and cla sical. ... his mu ic has element of all of 

these and something more - an exuberant style and energy, uniquely 

his, that erupts on a keyboard and brings an audience to it feet. 

It is a youthful sound that appeals to all age . 

A virtuoso pianist who began performing at the early age of seven, 

Frampton earned degrees at Erskine College and the Cincinnati 

Conservatory. He then gained national prominence at the Van 

Cliburn International Piano Competition where his classical abilit ie 

were recognized with a special medal. 

Frampton's thirty-year career has included appearances with orche -

tras of St. Louis, Milwaukee, Cincinnati, Atlanta and the Boston 

Pops, as well as tours of the United States, Canada, Europe and the 

Near East. 

Masterworks Chorale 

The Arizona Masterworks Chorale was formed in 1979 at the 

request of the Phoenix Symphony Association. Currently under 

the direction of Mary Ann Dutton, it is recogni:ed for its quality 

of performance and breadth of presentation. 
, 

The C horale has delighted audiences in the United States, Mexico, 

Germany, England, Finland and Spain. At the invitation of New 

York Pops founder and musical director Skitch Henderson, the 

C horale performed in Carnegie Hall in 1986, 1991 and 1996. 



Sun City ~0th Anniversary Committee 

Chairman 

1st Vice Chairman 

2nd Vice Chairman 

Treasurer 

A sst. Treasurer 

Doug Caravaggio 

Howard Mathias 

Dick Elton 

Jane Freeman 

Jerry Svendsen 

Joe Zwben 

Fran Park 

Phyllis Roach 

George Hartman 

Lila Stephens 

Ruby Fox 

Bob Root 

Nancy Root 

Mary Januchowski 

Tom Spishik 
Bob Budorik 

Pat Pertile 

Recognizing a need in our community for two handicap-accessible vans 
and e tablished route within Sun C ity, the goal of the Sun City 40th 
Anniver ary celebration i two-fold: Provide new entertainment and 
activities for our residents, and raise $100,000 for the purchase of the 
two vans. 

S incere thank is extended to the many volunteers who contributed 
hundreds of hours and dedicated service in making all 40th 
A nniversary events pos ·ible. 

Raffle Prizes and Sponsors 
Lund Cadillac 

British Airway 

Sun City Quilter 

Ford Travel 

Pohle EZ Go 

C ircuit City 

Unocal 

Bob Kennedy Travel 

DeVille Cadillac 

Trip for two to England 

Handmade quilt 

Trip for two to Panama 

Golf cart 

Projection TV 

Gas for life 

Trip for two to the Amazon 





And Receive an additional 
in savings on any purchase! 



- UNOCAL 

Gas for Life 

BRITISH ~ 
AIRWAYS 

Tri to London Tri to the Panama Canal 

CIRCUIT CITY. 

Golf Cart Pro ·ection TV 
0tU1, ~ ~ 

Handmade Quilt 
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Anniversary group thanks volunteers 
The committee responsi- remaining funds to the Sun Daily News-Sun , Francine colini, Charlie and Verna 

ble for planning and carry- City Prides, Sun Cities Area Dey, Rich and Maryann Dun- Pitcher, Alice Pitsenbarger, 
Ing out the events that Transit and the Alzheimer's ning, Dick Elton, Joe and Josephine Posa, Bob and Pat 
marked Sun City's 40th Association West Valley Millie Fabbiano. Purtill , 2000 Recreation 
anniversary in 2000 held its Resource Center. Also, Ken and Billie Fold, Centers of Sun City, Inc. 
final meeting last week toa "Del Webb built the hous- Ruby Fox, Paul Hanseon, Board of Directors, Robert 
r ecognize those who sup- es, but it takes the people Opal Hantke, Beege Harring- Resch, Theresia Reuther, 
por ted its activities. who live in those houses to ton, George Hartman, Jack Priscilla Richie, Frank and 

The Sun City 40th make a community," said and Ruth Hayes, Paul Her- Phyllis Roach, Mike Russo, 
Anniversary Committee - Co-chairman Rev. Fran Park rmann, Betty Hurley, Sun Harry and Ina Romito. 
also known as the Circle 40 in thanking those who Cities Independent,· Genife Also , Tom Spishak, Lila 
Group - thanked its volun- attended the event. Jacob, Mary Januchowski, Stephens, Ingrid and Tony 
teers and business sponsors The committee publicly Gloria Jarger, Cheryl John- st. James, helen Thiel, 
for all the work that went thanked the following volun- son, Fran and Tony Lang, Philomena Tlberla, Richard 
into the many anniversary teers: Lois Levering, Clarence and and Jean Van And el, Joan 
events. Gene and Eileen Afdahl, Millie Mallett, Tony Mangia- Vasapollo, Mary Wentz, Boyd 

"We did a damn good job," Marjorie Black, Bob pane, Midge Manno, Hilda and Grace Wetter, Vivian 
said Doug Caravaggio, com- Briscoe, Bob Budorick, Marquis, Rae Mason, Jerry Whitehead, Robert Wilson, 
mlttee co-chairman. Andy Caravaggio, Doug and Miller, Marge Murphy, Bob Miriam Woolever, Claudette 

The committee handed Betty Caravaggio, Ed Chap- and Maria Naumann. Wren, Delores Yacobelli, 
out plaques to over 60 vol- pell, Audrey Christensen, Also, the Rev. Fran k Jean Zimmerman and Joe 
unteers and dispursed Gene and Rose Craven, Park, Spike and Connie Pas- Zweben. 

Anniversary honors 
The Sun City 40th Anniversary held its final event last week at 
Sundial Recreation Center. Volunteers who assisted with 
planning events in 2000 to celebrate Sun City's 40th anniver
sary were honored. Plaques were awarded to over 60 resi
dents and organizations who helped with the anniversary cel
ebration. Businesses helping with the event included 
Carrrabba's, Trader Joe's and Liberty Buick. 



Lisa Goettsche/Doily News-Sun 
Doug Caravaggio, a- member of the Sun City 40th Anniversary 
Steering Committee, speaks at a meeting Friday to sign up 
volunteers for the celebration in 2000. 



Sun City 
·to fete 
its 40th 
- SUN CnY, from Page I 

music in the park, Sun City author 
luncheons and a series of five 
enrichment seminars featuring na
tional and local speakers. Among 
the highlights will be the April 1 
"World's Largest Golf Cart Parade." 

Committee member Doug Cara
vaggio, a Sun City resident since 
the 1970s, is helping with fund
raising. 

The committee, which is trying to 
raise about $200,000, is looking for 
more corporate sponsors. 
- Among Caravaggio's success 
stories is getting Lund Cadillac to 

1 
donate a $47,000 car for some lucky 
winner during the December 2000 
celebration finale . 

.._... Caravaggio hopes to tap some 
well-known people for the events 
through the year. 

"We're going to try and get 
Willard Scott as grand marshal of 
the parade," he said. 

To spread the word about the 
celebration, Caravaggio said area 
shopping centers will hang banners 
advertising what's happening that 
month. 

"We're going to get peopfe into 
the spirit of things," he said. 

Park said Valley residents might 
be surprised at just how active Sun 
City residents are. People should 
embrace retirement, he said. 

"We want to let people know that 
retirement is not sitting in a· rocking 
chair and twiddling your thumbs 
and wondering what happens next." 



40 YEARS AND GOING S TRONG 
Eventful year draws to a close with big splash 

T 
n the beginning the Sun City 
Anniversary Committee began with 
two people. The nucleus grew to 
involve hundreds of dedicated volun
teers. 

The year-long variety of events brought enter
tainment, music, dance, sports, lectures, theatre, 
parades and food - most of ii free- attended by 
thousands of people. 

The 40th anniversary reached -out and touched 
merchants, from the smallest store or businesses, 
to national corporations, which responded with 
generous financial donations and prizes. 

We heard your laughter and applause. We saw 
your smiles. What a year it was! 

What is did, more than anything else, was gal
vanize an entire community into a bonding 

togetherness. 
Civic spirit and pride, that was the Sun City 

celebration. 

The legend lives on. 
SUN CITY 40TH ANN£VERSARY COMMITTEE 

FRAN PARK, CHAIRMAN 

Congratulations! Once again we must com
mend the Sun City 40th Anniversary Committee 
for such a fabulous year. The Dec. 17 finale at the 
Sundome was spectacular. 

We only heard a small part of the entertain
ment, but we enjoyed every performance. 
Congratulations Chairman Fran Park and your 
committee, you did it and you should be proud of 
your accomplishments. 

Happy New Year, Sun City, and we hope to 
help celebrate your 50th anniversary. 

DUTCH AND DEE SCHULTZ 

SUN C ITY 



Anniversary Committee plans another gala dance 
Event set 
for Oct. 1 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

With the buzz created by the 
January 40th anniversary celebra
tion kickoff dance still reverberating 
in their ears, members of the Sun 
City 40th Anniversary Committee 
are laying the groundwork for 
another event that will deliver simi
lar excitement. 

Committee member Joe Zweben 
said he is sti ll receiving accolades to 
the Jan. 9 dance. "I have had sever
al people tell me that was the best 
dance ever put on in Sun City," Mr. 
Zweben said. 

The committee pledges to try and 

duplicate that feel when it stages a 
costume dinner/dance from 6:30 to 
10:30 p.m. Oct. 1 in the Sundial 
Recreation Center auditorium. 

As was the case with the Jan. 9 
dance, 750 tickets will be sold at 
$20 each. Tickets are on sale at the 
Recreation Centers Club Office at 
the Lakeview Recreation Center. 

Tickets to the dance will be sold 
on a first-come, first-served basis 
and guests of Sun City residents are 
welcome. 

"We expect to sell out again," said 
George Hartman, dance chairman. 

"Everyone who missed the kick
off dance will have an opportunity 
to attend the costume dance," Mr. 
Hartman added. 

Costumes are optional for the 
event but men not wearing a cos
tume muse wear a tte and jacl<el and 
womlm must wear a dress. Casuat..! 

ARIZON 

attire is not acceptable._ 
-.'Although costumes are optional, 
we would like most people to come 
in costume," Mr. Hartman said. 

Prizes will be awarded for the 
best costumes and Mr. Hartman is 
working on securing celebrity 
judges. 

Dance music will provided by 
Jack Merlin 's big band performing 
"Hit Parade" selections. 

The 14-piece band features musi-

cians who have played with 
renowned orchestras fronted by 
such bandleaders as Jimmy Dorsey, 
Les Elgart and Lester Lanin, 
Tommy Dorsey and Vincent Lopez. 

Mr. Merlin 's band, which features 
the vocal stylings of Sheri Lee, has a 
repertoire of more than I ,000 songs. 

"They have played many times in 
Sun City," said committee member 
Doug Caravaggio. "They are top 
notch." 

In keeping with the costume 
theme, the Wester Jesters will assist 
attendees in locating their tables. 

Mr. Hartman reminded those 
attending to leave their bottles of 
alcohol at home. "It is against the 
law and you will not be admitted," 
he said. 

A no-host bar will be set up and 

See ■ DANCE, Page 9 



Circle 40 Holds 
Final Event 

The Sun City Circle 40 group held 
its final event in October at the 
Sundial Recreation Center. 
Volunteers and businesses involved 
in the planning of Sun City's 40th 
Anniversary events that were held 
in 2000, were honored and 
presented plaques at the event. 

Carrabba's Italian Grill provided the dinner, and Trader Joe's 
provided the wine for the event. Liberty Buick donated funds for the 
the plaques that were given. 

A fund, raised by the group, was dispersed among local charities. The 
West Valley Alzheimer's Association, SCAT and the PRIDES each 
received $2,000. The bulk of the funds raised during the 40th 
Anniversary events were donated to the Sun City Foundation. The 
$100,000 donation has been used by the Foundation to purchase two 
vans for the Sun Cities Area Transit, provide free SCAT tickets to 
needy residents and has helped to pay annual property assessment 
fees for those who can not afford them. 

Designer, Editor: Chuck Moser, Communications Supervisor 
Jennifer Schraag-Writing, Reporting 

Jessica Booth - Graphics Assistance 

Questions regarding the Sun Views should be directed to Chuck 
Moser at 623 876-3060, ext. 3085 
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Celebration 
inflation 

Joe Fabbiano, left, Jack 
Hayes and Robert 
Purtill blow up balloons 
for the Sundial Dance 
Club New Year's Eve 
party Thursday. 

' ' 
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Photo by JULIE RIDDLE/Independent Newspapers 

Cadillac of raffles 
Members of the Sun City 40th Anniversary Committee have been hard 
at work selling raffle tickets, including at the recent Apple Dumpling 
Festival and the pizza and ice cream social, to benefit the 40th anniver
sary celebration. Tickets for a chance to win a 2000 Cadillac, valued at 
$47,000, donated by Lund Cadillac, sell for $10 each or three for $25 
and are on sale at the 40th Anniversary Committee office located near 
ABCO in Greenway Terrace, 154556 N. 99th Ave. 



Preparing for a 
gala celebration 
Members of the Sundial Dance Club were busy 
Thursday afternoon decorating the auditorium for a 
New Year's Eve celebration. (Above, from left) 
Clarence Mallett, president; Ruth Hayes, publicity 
chairperson, Doug Caravaggio, first vice president; 
and Al Schlegel, second vice president, prepare to 
hoist balloons to the rafters. (Right) Connie 
Pascolini, Fred Cerroni and Eck Sellars affix string 
to helium-filled balloons. More than 800 people 
were expected top attend the festivities. 

Photos by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 
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Anniversary Committee plans Food Fair 
Italian cuisine featured 
in Columbus Day event 
By JULI NESSETT 
Independent Newspapers 

If ever there was a reason to cel
ebrate Columbus Day, this year is it. 

On Oct. 9, the 40th Anniversary 
Committee will sponsor a Food Fair 
at the Sun Bowl, located on I 07th 
Avenue, south of Peoria Avenue, 
that will feature continuous enter
tainment from IO a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Admission is free and the only 
charge for the event will be for food 
or raffle tickets. 

Carraba's Italian Grill wi ll be 

RIZO NA 
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selling chicken marsala, whi le 
Romano's Macaroni Grill will sell 
pasta and lasagna. 

Sun City Catering will be offer
ing Italian sausage with onions and 

peppers and Italian burgers. 
Domino's Pizza will be selling 
pizza and Sun City's American 
Italian Bi!!_'}&!!_a!__Cl':!E._ ~I ~ r9-
vjdin~r Jhe 
event. Wine and beer will be avail
able for $1.25. 

The event is sponsored by Lund 
Cadillac, Liberty Buick, Moore 
Chrysler Jeep, Wells Fargo Bank 
and Northwest Valley Health 
Association. 

Raffle tickets will be sold six for 
$5 or $ l each. Prizes will be given 
out all afternoon but ticket holders 
need not be present to win. 

According to committee member 
Doug Caravaggio, there wi ll be 

about $2,000 worth of prizes to be 
given out. 

Prizes will come from a variety 
of sources, including, Trader foes, 
Home Depot and Palmbrook 
Country Club. 

Winners' names will be posted 
and prizes will be available at the 
40th Anniversary office, located in 
the Greenway Terrace shopping 
center. 

Entertainment for the Columbus 
Day event will start with the 
Rhythm Ramblers at 10 a.m. and 
line dancers will perform from 11 
a.m. to noon with Joe Verella taking 
on the duties as caller. 

The Sun City Players 
Community Theater will perform 
from noon to 1 p.m. and later in the 
afternoon Fletcher 's Organ Music, 
the Jack Merlin Band and the Terry 
Mcfee Band perform. 

For those looking for a little 
information, booths will be set up 
offering product demonstrations 
and health services information. 
Northwest Valley Health 
Association will also have a booth 
and will perform free blood-pres-
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Anniversary 
Committee 
prepares 
for big finish 
By TODD FARRAN 
Independent Newspapers 

Following a hectic six months 
of events - highlighted by a gala 
kickoff dinner/dance and a high
ly-popular April I Golf Car Par
ade - the Sun City 40th Anni
versary Committee is regrouping 
for a busy second half of the year. 

More than 20 events are plan
ned over the next five months, 
culminating in the Dec. 17 cele
bration at the Sundome during 
which the grand prize in the year
long raffle will be awarded. 

Some lucky person will drive 
home behind the wheel of a new 
2001 Cadillac, donated by Lund 
Cadillac. Chances to win the car, 
and myriad other prizes, are $10 
each or three for $25, ancL are 
available at the anniversary com
mittee office in Greenway 
Terrace, 99th Avenue and 
Greenway Road. 

In addition to the raffle tickets, 
numerous 40th anniversary mem
orabilia is on sale at the office, 
including: golf car parade videos, 
cookbooks, watches, T-shirts, 
golf shirts, caps and mugs. 

The next event on the calendar 
is an Aug. 23 root beer float 
social at Sundial Auditorium. 

The committee is gearing up 
for a large turnout, based upon the 
popularity of a July 5 ice cream 
social. More than 700 people 
attended that function at Sundial. 

A "Back to School" quiz is 
slated for Sept. 15. That will be 
followed by an Oct. I costume 
diner/dance at Sundial. 

In the midst of making prepa
rations for all these events, the 
committee is still anxiously await
ing information that wi ll lead to 
the return of the blimp-shaped 
balloon that was freed from its 
moorings on June 20. "We have 
heard nothing," said Doug 
Caravaggio, committee member. 

A $500 reward has been 
offered for information that will 
lead to the safe recovery of the 
$3,000 balloon, the use of which 
was donated by Lund Cadillac. 



Richard D. Elton 9802 Balboa Drive, Sun City, Arizona 85351-4551 rdelton@earthlink.net 

Dear Doug, 

I moved into my 3-bedroom condo in 1971 when I was employed at GCC. Over the years I've been actively 
involved in many Sun City doings as a volunteer. Including: officer on 2 RCSC clubs; on 3 committees of 
HOA; in 1978 started a community college branch in Sun City and by 1981 had 2,000 taking courses; taught 
back-packing & walking classes for free; went door to door to establish the age 55 Senior Overlay; gave 47 
talks to groups; taught use of weight machines; president of my condo 22 years; 7 years on COA (3 as pres.); 
on 2 RCSC committees; 3 yrs. RCSC Director. Plus much even less significant stuff for Sun City. 

BUT, 
never have I observed such hard work and such total success and achievement as you and your 40th 
committee (with other volunteers) accomplished in order to properly celebrate Sun City' s 40th Anniversary! It 
is overwhelming to think about the great variety of events which were sponsored so successfully throughout the 
year, and then finally winding up with a simply beautiful dinner/dance last night, October 20th

, What a great 
accomplishment for you all! Thank you. Thank you. THANK YOU! 

Dick Elton 

Of course I wish I could have done more for the 40th. On 18 May 1998, as ,I was running a RCSC meeting, my eyes 
blew up because an MD had not recognized temporal arteritis (which leads to blindness). He thought I had arthritis! I 
dropped the 40th but continued my term as RCSC Director. I sued the doctor and won easily without going to trial. But 
I am legally blind and would rather have my eyes back than the money. I do feel great and am in excellent health - of 
course I have little difficulties such as recognizing people a short distance away, reading, etc. Life could be a lot worse. 




