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elebrations ... throughout the years. Sun Cily residents have always enjoyed celebrating their com-
; munity’s anniversary. The Del Webb Corporation officially opened the doors to the nation’s very first
i Corporation made it a point to host a community celebration at the start of every new year. Later, once
the company departed the community, celebrations were held less frequently, with the largest community-wide
1: Ralph Harley, left, president of the Sun City Civic Associatio_n, and Tom Austin with the Webb Corporation, hold
a first-anniversary birthday cake on Jan. 1, 1961. Year 2: Unidentified residents mark Sun City's second anniver-
while Mel and Etta Phelps (in costume) look on. Mrs. Phelps died in 1987 at age 97. Year 10: Myron Floren, popu-
lar accordionist from the Lawrence Welk television show headlined a concert at the Sun Bowl to mark the 10th
anniversary of its most famous development in the January‘_I 970 edition. Year 20: Residents staged a comimunity
variety show at Sundial Recreation Center. Year 25: The Silver Anniversary celebration included a large parade
the Sun Bowl. Year 40: A special commemorative cookbook is published. Year 50: The community celebrates
its golden anniversary with a number of events, including a parade and a salute to developer Del E. Webb,
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Community celebrates 55th birthday on Jan. 1, 2015
active-adult retirement community on Jan. 1, 1960. While it was still developing Sun City, the Webh
celebrations held in 1985 (Silver Anniversary), 2000 (40th anniversary) and in 2010 (Golden Anniversary). Year
sary with another, larger cake. Year 5: The cake grows even larger! In 1965, Del Webb (left) cuts a five-tier cake
anniversary in 1970. Year 10: The Webb Spinner, an in-house Webb Corporation newsletter, celebrated the 10th
and recognition on “Good Morning, America.” Year 30: Stars from the Lawrence Welk show again perform at
g i Year5'|
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Photos for Years 1-10 courtesy Del Webh Sun Cities Musenm. Remaining photos from the archives of the Sun City Independent




g - SC A yercasi e S =Y

| PARADE ATTRACTS | DAILY NEWS"SUN
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PHOTOS BY ASHLEY LOWERY/DAILY NEWS-SUN
The Sun Cities/Youngtown Special Activity Center friendship
float, left, heads down the street during the Sun City 50th An-
niversary Parade Saturday. Above, Mary Mahan, Ann Peterson
and Lydia Jaurez, from left, cheer parade participants. See related
story, more pictures,A6
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2011 Review: A look back oﬁar of changes

By Rusty Bradshaw

Independent Newspapers

un City residents saw a number of

changes throughout 2011, and some

may be looking optimistically toward
2012 while others may be breathing a sigh
of relief as the year of change is now his;
tory.

The national and Valley economy contin-
ues to struggle and tight financial times im-
pacted many issues in the community. Other
hot topics surrounding residents” quality of
life had an impact.

January

= Several businesses in small Sun City
community shopping centers were hit by
burglaries prior to and following Christmas
and News Year’s Day. While the crime spree
made some nervous, they also learned
some valuable lessons about protecting
their assets,

« Residents debated the value of social
gathering places in the community. While
there was general agreement on the con-
cept, finding the best location proved diffi-
cult. L

* Residents asked the Recreation Centers
of Sun City Board of Directors to reconsider
some decisions made in 2010. Among those
decisions were increasing the membership
meeling quorum requirement to 1,250, the
approach to renters, straight sheet tee time
scheduling and allowing golf maintenance
workers to play af no charge.

See Review — Page 6

_ Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw
Above, clockwise: Peoria police pursued a stolen vehicle on Union Hills Drive in March and caught the suspect in the backyard of a Sun City home —
with the help of a former law enforcement officer and longtime volunteer for the Sheriff's Posse of Sun City.; Problems with county permits defayed the
planned July opening of the Fairway Recreation Center phase two renovation. The delay was first thought to be a few weeks, but the siructure did noi
gef a temporary cerlificate of occupancy until October.; Lawn bowlers turned out in force to protest RCSC plans to close the lawn bowl green at Oak-
mont Recreation Center. RCSC officials promised to keep the green open through April 30, 2012 and will continue fo study all lawn bowling facilities.

i
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liversary bonus

Sun City group
empties
- treasury from
50th frolics

ZACH COLICK
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Sun City’s 50th an-
|niversary may have
come to a close, but
| several community or-
ganizations are reap-
ing the benefits of left-
over money from the
| golden . anniversary
committee’s coffers.

On Tuaesday morn-
ing, anniversary com-
mittee members hand-
ed out checks at the
Bell Recreation . Cen-
|ter, totaling $68,000,
to 10 organizations
[ for future projects and
l services to benefit the
community.
. The organizations
that received $6,500

[each included the DAVE MARTINEZ/DAILY NEWS-SUN

Sun City PRIDES, Bill Szentmiklosi shakes hands with Warren Clucker after receiving a check for $6,500. The money was part of funds left
| Sheriff's Posse of Sun  qyer from the Sun City 50th Anniversary Committee. Ten groups received the same amount during a presentation at the Bell
| secasn, a5 hecreation Center on Tuesday.
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Clty Sunshine Ser-
wce Civic Foundation
‘of Sun City, Sun City
| Taxpayers  Associa-
tion, Sun City Hom-
eowners Association
'and Sun City Visitors
Center. In addition,
| committee members

Sun Cities Area His-
torical Society, Valley
View Community Food
Bank and Recreation
Centers of Sun City.
Paul Herrmann, ex-
| ecutive director of the
Sun City Visitors Cen-
ter, said the 50th an-
niversary cominittee
|never knew it would
| have the ability to do-
nate 565,000, let alone
have enough cash to
fund many of the ac-

' year to commemorate
Sun City's 50th birth-
| day

~ At the outset of
the 50th anniversary
planning process in
2007, Herrmann and
| committee member
Pat Clucker said, for
‘whatever reason, it
was difficult to obtain
ildonations from area

tivities during the past

businesses and com-
munity philanthro-
pists to provide for
activities and events.
Denations came in
late — some came in
months before the ac-
tual events took place
— quashing some ef-
forts to make the an-
niversary celebration
as grand as possible.
Nevertheless, Her-
rmann said the goal
from the beginning
was to donate any re-
maining funds from
the committee’s bank
account to some of the
most deserving Sun
City organizations in
order to sustain ser-
vices for residents in
the months and years
to come. The vetting
process was simple:
reward longtime or-
ganizations that have
made a lasting impact
in the community.
Warren Clucker, a
committee  member,
handed out the checks
Tuesday morning and
explained where some
of the monies would
go. RCSC board presi-
dent Vance Coleman
accepted a $4,500
check for renovation
efforts to the aging
sundial at Sundial
Recreation Center, as

well as a $2,000 check
to benefit the corpora-
tion in whatever man-
ner it sees fit.

A representative
from the PRIDES, the
folks in orange vests
who can be seen tidy-
ing up the communi-
ty, accepted a $6,500
check for median and
sidewalkbeautification
efforts. Posse Com-
mander Bill Dyer ac-
cepted a $6,500 check
for improved computer
systems, while Sun-
shine Service’ director
Jim Sinclair accepted
a donation to pur-
chase children’s toys
and books for resi-
dents to borrow when
visiting grandchildren
arrive in town.

With a  $6,500
check to SCHOA, com-
munity volunteers will
continue to clean up
yvards for those own-
ers who cannot physi-
cally or financially do
the work themselves.
The Sun City Visitors
Center and Sun Cities

Area Historical Soci- -

ety received checks for

marketing efforts to.
attract Baby Boomers-

from across the United
States and Canada to
move to Sun City.

“I think it's the

greatest place ever,”
Clucker said. “We need
to get the word out
(about Sun City).”

Walt Patterson, a
Civic Foundation of
Sun Ci volunteer,
said the $6,500 check
his organization re-
ceived is the seed mon-
ey needed to beautify
and improve the com-
munity walls in Phase
I of Sun City between
103rd and 107th av-
enues along Olive Av-
enue. Patterson said
the project could cost
between $15,000 and
$20,000, the bulk of
which must come from
donations.

Patterson said other
portions of the com-
munity’s deteriorating
walls will be identified
for future improve-
ments, a project he
estimates could take
several years from a
funding and repair
standpeint.

“We must provide a
good introduction to
Sun City for visitors at
all of the community
entrances,” he said. “It

~must look like a nice
“place to visit.”

Zach Colick can be
reached at 623-876-
2522 or zcolick@your-
westvalley.com.
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Sun City 50th anniversary celebration
closes with grand finale on Wednesday

Irony? - Perhaps, but if nothing

.else, it is noteworthy that in the

early '60s Sun City was one of the
hottest properties in the country,
and The New Christy Minstrels
were one of the hottest vocal groups
as well. Bringing the two together
makes perfect sense. It's just some
50 years later. What makes it so
sweet is both are still going strong.

The closing act for Sun City's
50th anniversary will be the New
Christy Minstrels featuring Randy
Sparks (the founder) and Dolan El-
lis (the Arizona Balladeer). It will
be at 7' p.m. on Wednesday at the
Sundial Auditorium. Tickets are $8

. and will be available at the door.

Certainly the New Christy Min-
strels will = provide excitement
enough. But let's face it, many in
the crowd will be hoping to hear
their name pulled as the winners
are drawn for the 50th anniversary
raffle drawing held during the eve-
ning's events.

The list of prizes is impressive
with the following: a 2010 Smart
Car from Smart Center Chandler;
a 2011 EZGO 2five golf car donat-
ed by Pohle NV Center; a Mexican
Riviera cruise from the Ford Travel
Agency; three flat panel 32-inch
TVs purchased by the 50th anni-
versary committee and dozens of

awesome prizes made and donated

by Sun City clubs specially for this
celebration.
Only 3,000 tickets have been
rinted for this raffle and they are
gm each. We will be selling them at
the door if they have not been sold
out by then. They are more than

two-thirds gone, so if you want to
insure you have one or more, stop
by the Sun City Visitor Center
(hours Monday through Saturday
9a.m. -4 p.m.).

While you are there, you may
want to pick up a memento. We
have assorted sizes of 50th anni-
versary T-shirts, hats, visors and
golf shirts marked down to half -
price. They are going fast, so don’t
hesitate. )

Sun City, since its very first year
anniversary, has enjoyed celebrat-
ing how the community came to be
and those who built it. g

As we drew closer to 2010 and
that magical moment of 50 years,
we knew we needed to keep pace
with those before us, and hope-
fully we have succeeded in honor-
ing their memory. It's been a long,
arduous but truly memorable ad-
venture. '

We hopé you have enjoyed it,
and we especially want you to join
us as we bring down the curtain at
this final finale. It will be a night to
remember so get your tickets while
they are still available. '

There have been hundreds of
people and businesses who have
contributed, but my special thanks
to the Daily News-Sun for their ef-
forts for the past two years in help-
ing put the word out.

Hope to see you on the Wednes-
day at Sundial.

Bill Pearson
Chairman

50th Anniversary Publicity
Committee
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Sun City’s 50th anniversary celebration
came to an end Wednesday night with a
rousing concert at the Sundial Reecreation
Center that brought the capacity crowd to
its feet and left Mary McFadden fondly re-
calling days gone by.

“It was very, very enjoyable and made
us realize what fun times we had when we
| were younger,” McFadden said, referring to
| the New Christy Minstrels concert.

Warren Clucker also was happy and, as
50th anniversary committee president, he

SUN JANUARY
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DAVE MARTINEZ/DAILY NEWS-SUN
A familar face brought a close to Sun City’s 50th Anniversary celebrations. Dolan Ellis, second from right, is
the Arizona State Balladeer, and grand marshal for the 50th Anniversary parade.

Concert draws curtain
on anniversary fun

was proud to have given Sun Citians some-
thing to remember.

“As long as people enjoyed it, we're hap-
py.” Clucker said.

The committee sold 1,500 tickets for the
final event, and the auditorium was packed
to capacity Wednesday.

“It's a tribute from the people of Sun City
that they came out for this show,” Clucker
said. “People are here to show their respect
for the things that have gone on for the last
50 years.”
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State representa-

tives Debbie Lesko and
Rick Gray were also in
attendance and helped
(with the drawing for
various items donated
| by local clubs, such as
a hope chest, stained
glass windows and bola
ties.

One of the New
| Christy Minstrels origi-
nal members Dolan El-
lis, who is the official
Arizona balladeer and
was grand marshal
for the opening Sun
City 50th anmiversary
event, helped the com-
mittee draw names -for
prizes that included
plasma screen televi-
sions, a Mexican Riv-
iera cruise, golf car
and Smart Car.

“This has been a

ginning, with the pa-
rade and the variety
shows and this won-
derful ending with the
New Christy Minstrels,”
said Sun Citian Marilyn
Sell.

concluding festivities
with her friends Mec-
Fadden and Helen Gar-
wood.

Kelley  Greenburg,
who directed a variety
show in November, had
fun at the finale.

“It's a great way to
cap off a lot of hard
work,” she said.

The New Christy
Minstrels are also cele-
brating their 50th year,
and the group, led by

frssmdae Taa d.. ©

great year from the be--

Sell attended the -

ANNIVERSARY

was glad to be a part of
Sun City’s celebration.

‘I can remember
when this place was
being built. That's the
problem,” Sparks joked
to the audience.

The concert had Sun
Citians both laughing
and singing along. A
rousing chorus of “This
Land is Your Land”
brought the crowd to
its feet.

Attendees could
purchase CDs and
other items by the New
Christy Minstrels and

DAVE MARTINEZ/DAILY NEWS-SUN

were also available to
sign autographs after
the concert. Sales of
the group’s greatest
hits album would help
fund music education,
Sparks said.

“We want young peo-
ple to know that music
is more than something
that vibrates your car,”
he said.

Paul Herrmann, a
50th anniversary com-
mittee member, said the
group started planning
in the spring of 2009,
with the first event in

DAVE MARTINEZ/DAILY NEWS-!

State representatives Rick
Gray and Debbie Lesko,
above, choose names in a
raffle. The prizes included
a cruise, golf car, television
and a Smart Car. Founded
on Jan. 1, 1960, the New
Christy Minstrels closed
Sun City's 50th Anniversary
celebration in concert
Wednesday night. At left,
the New Christy Minstrel's

- Becky Jo Benson delivers

a tune.

“I's been a lon
time,” he said.

After  fund-raisin,
problems at first, th
committee now ha
more than $50,000 left
money that the grouj
will discuss how
distribute through th
year, Herrmann said.

Clucker said th
committee has also col
lected items for a tim
capsule, which wil
be placed in Fairwa
Recreation Center an
opened at the commu
nity’'s 100th anniver
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“It's been a long

time,” he said.

After  fund-raising
problems at first, the
committee now has
more than $50,000 left,
money that the grour
will discuss how to
distribute through the
year, Herrmann said.
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retains affordablhty and sma]l—town charm

By Peter Corbett ] THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

ita and Earl Warren
spent five years travel-
ing in a recreation ve-
icle before
their dream home in Sun City.
They fell in love with the
age-restricted retirement com-
munity after visiting a cousin
there and spending the past few
winters in Mesa.
It’s been a year since the
Warrens moved into their re- .
modeled condo

sports and :
Valley has to offer. -
“Weresodamnbusymre-
tirement it’s killing us,” Earl
Warren joked.
Ear], 67 andfhla,ﬁﬂ,whore—

~weights and playing

 at recreation centers, along with

tired from real-estate careers in
Denver, are among the younger
residents and Baby Boomers
moving to Sun City. The 50-
year-old West Valley retirement
community revolutionized the
sunset years for hundreds of
thousands of Americans and
spawned myriad age-restricted
communities.

Like other proud Sun Citians,

,theWarrensareqmcktodlspel

eptlons about theu'

Thausclearlynotthe it
mthsemommthe:rms%

pickle

more simd
.éf?

activities like lawn .
SeeSUNCﬂYPageﬂoz e




“Sun City, 50, still shines

SUN CITY
Continued from HOI

bowling and water aerobics.

Residents pay just $420 an-
nually per household for ac-
cess to eight golf courses and
seven recreation centers that

- offer pools, bowling, racquet-
ball, tennis, billiards, boating,
horseshoes and shuffleboard.

Sun City real estate has be-
come more affordable since
prices have declined along
with the rest of the Valley
housing market.

“People are seeing in Sun
City an exceptional value,”
Earl said. “You don’t have to
spend all your money.”

Kim Kohlhase, Prudential
Arizona Properties branch
manager in Peoria, said Sun
City “has not seen the extreme
swings of the market.”

Affordable homes

Prices for homes currently
on the market include; .

» An 885-square-foot, one-
bedroom, one-bath condo for
$34,900.

» A single-family 1,026-
square-foot home with two
bedrooms and 13/:-baths for
$54,000.

» A 1,974-square-foot home
on the third tee of a golf
course for $237,000.

“You'd never know you were
in Sun City in that house,”
Kohlhase said of the latter.

Nancy McClean, Prudential
associate broker, said Sun
City’s homes have been re-
modeled with a variety of fa-
cades becausé there is no ar-
chitectural committee to limit
such alterations. )

A recent tour found such
vintage features as decorative
block with geometric patterns,
white rocks on roofs, mail
slots in the doors, wooden
paneling, gold-and-brown shag
carpeting, asphalt tile and sky-
lights, a bright-pink kitchen
with the original ceramic tile
and vintage Frigidaire ap-
pliances.

“There are some homes in
their original condition,” said
Bill Pearson, Sun Cities Mu-

Co1IT MmwaciAdane @Ml _11

Midcentury Modern architec-
ture, said Sun City’s modest
homes with low-sloped roof-
lines are unlike others of simi-
lar vintage in the Valley.

“The homes were modestly
modern, very appealing to fru-
gal empty-nesters and are a
lasting testament to main-
stream acceptance of modern,
clean lines in everyday archi-
tecture,” said King, creator of
Modernphoenix.net.

“It’s always a delight to
drive through Sun City. You
have a distinct awareness of
when you enter and when you
leave due to the architectural
cues — and that’s a huge
achievement in place making.”

$30,000 remodel

The Warrens bought a
1,200-square-foot condomi-
nium for $71,000 in March

- 2009. They spent about

$30,000 remodeling the two-
bedroom, one-bath home, built
in 1973, That included a
kitchen and bathroom make-
over, with contemporary light-
ing and plumbing fixtures,
new tile, cabinets, countertops
and appliances. The north-fac-
ing patio got new tile to re-
place the indoor-outdoor car-
peting, and dual-pane sliding
doors and windows were add-
ed throughout the home.

The highest electric bill for
the home, which has ceiling
fans and block construction,
was $135 in August. That

matches the couple’s monthly

homeowners-association fees
which pay for water, sewer
and landscaping. Their taxes
are just $500 per year.

Buyers also pay a one-time
$3,000 capital preservation a:
sessment fee, which is used fi
major renovations of commu-
nity facilities. '

The Warrens say they save
money by using their golf car
for grocery shopping and
other errands. Strangers wave
from their golf carts and peo-
ple stop to pick up trash alon;
the streets, Rita said.

“It’s got that feel to it of
small-town Ameriea,” she saic

The couple also like the
proximity of the Banner Bos-
well Medical Center.

Like others here, Rita sug-
gested that “Del Webb was
way ahead of his time” in de-
veloping Sun City.

Opened in 1960

Del Webb, a legendary con-
tractor and developer, opened
Sun City on Jan. 1, 1960, at
107th and Grand avenues with
five model homes near the
community’s first golf course.
The modest block-wall homes
with carports sold for $8,500
to $11,750. Air-conditioning
cost an extra $600.

Sun City wasn’t the first
age-restricted community in
Arizona. Nearby Youngtown is
older. But Sun City was a
model of success. _
~ Webb sold about 1,300
homes that first year, primarily




The entrance to Soleri Court, where

Sl .

Denver reti}ees Rita and Earlr-

ren purchased a two-bedroom, one-bath condo last year for $71,000,

to retirees from Arizona and
California. It took longer to
lure folks from the Midwest.

Sun City is generally
bounded by Olive Avenue,
Beardsley Road and 91st and
111th avenues. It includes close
to 27,000 homes built from
1960-78 and close to 40,000
residents.

Sun City West and Sun City
Grand added 26,700 homes
and about 48,000 residents be-
tween 1978 and 2005.

In Sun City and Sun City
West, one household resident
must be at least 55 years old;
in Sun City Grand, one resi-
dent must be at least 45.

Retirees looking for age-re-
stricted communities have at
least 400 options, including 30
in Arizona, said Bill Ness,
founder of 55places.com.

The original Sun City has
great values but competes
with the newer homes and
‘amenities offered at Sun City

West, Sun City Grand, Trilogy
at Vistancia, Westbrook Village
and Robson Ranch, he said.

“There is still a lot of de-
mand for this type of commu-
nity,” Ness said of Sun City. “It
is not as affected by the down-
turn, and there haven’t been as
many foreclosures.”

Buyers are starting to get
more serious about making
their move to retirement com-
munities, he said.

Pearson, 63, the museum
president and a former union
leader from St. Paul, Minn.,
said he thinks Sun City will
get its share of Boomers.

“I was skeptical,” he said of
Sun City when he first visited
his parents there more than a
decade ago. “I didn’t want to
come here.”

But after experiencing the
community spirit of Sun City
and its activities, Pearson said
he was convinced “that’s how
I want to get old.”

1Y CHARLIE LEIGHT/THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC
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Opinion

All opinions on this page are those of the authors or artists,

Bells ring for
Sun City 50th

BILL PEARSON ~
SUN CITY 50TH ANNIVERSARY
PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN

The Sun City 50th anniver-
sary celebration continues in
July with a couple of events,
but they are sure to be ones
you won't want to miss. The
first and biggest is Sunday
at the Bell Recreation Center
from 9 to 11 a.m. The RCSC
is having its annual Ring That
Bell ceremony, with the state-
ly Ray Mills portraying Uncle
Sam. He's agreed to do it one
last time and it will be a pre-
sentation you will not want to
miss. :

To help make the day a bit
more memorable, two events
have been scheduled before
and after the festivities. For
those hungry early risers,
there will be a free continen-
tal breakfast kicking off at 7
a.m. It is sponsored by Pricil-
la Richie from the Ken Meade
Greenway office. Beyond
sponsoring the event, Pricilla
will display her fabulous war
memorabilia collection as
well.

Immediately following the
ceremony, the Del Webb Sun
Cities Museum will have a
rare Sunday opening from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. For anyone
who doesn’t know the story
behind our version of the Lib-
erty Bell's creation there will
be a fascinating pictorial dis-
play. The museum is at 10801
W. Oakmont Drive, next door
to the Oakmont Recreation
Center and south of Grand

Anniversary

Avenue and Del Webb Boule-
vard.

Next up will be a special
summer indoor concert at the
‘Sundial auditorium. This free
program will be interesting in
that the group is a Simon and
Garfunkel tribute show that
may. well prove quite popu-
lar to the Boomer popula-
tion (and those still young at
heart, too). The fun begins at
7 p.m. so find your best Grad-
uate costumes, pick up Mrs.
Robinson and we'll see you all
there to sing along with the
tunes of this awesome duo.

On another note, the Del
Webb Sun Cities Museum has
been drawing record crowds
during this 50th year celebra-
tion and they have gone to
their new summer hours. The
Museum will be open Thurs-
day and Saturday mornings 9
a.m. to noon and will Friday

 evenings from 5 to 8 p.m. Ev-

ery Friday in July will feature
some special treats, so plan
on stopping by. i
And don’t forget about the

amazing raffle the will be at
the closing ceremonies Jan.
12. The prize list just keeps
growing, so watch for an-
nouncements of some really
cool stuff. Tickets will be

on sale at the July 4 event
and you can also get them

at the Sun City Visitor Cen-
ter, mornings from 9 to noon.
They are $10 each.

Hope to see you all on July
4, but if not, have a happy
and safe holiday.
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50 YEARS OF SUN CITY
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As Sun City celebrates its
50th anniversary, The Ari-
zona Republic revisits the
adult community's past
and explores its present,
PAGES 3-4

Flo Colgan, 70, of Sun
City, shoots pool with
her friends. Left: Three
years after Sun City
opened in 1960,
residents illustrate its
lifestyle.
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Su
the numbers

1960 The year Sun

City debuted.

7 Recreation centers,

40,000+

Sun City's estimated pop-
ulation.

11 Golf courses, which
includes five regulation
courses, three executive
courses and three courses

operated by country clubs.

55 Minimum age for

residents.

120+ Chartered

clubs operating under the
Recreation Centers of Sun
City Inc.

2 Libraries.
$150,000

Starting price for single-
family homes.

30 Churches and syn-

agogues.

350+ civic, ser-

vice, church, charitable,
cultural and recreational
groups.

Source: Sun City Visitors Center

and Recreation Centers of Sun
City Inc

Above: Tom
Haroldson connects
for a base hit during a
senior softball
tournament in Sun
City West, a Sun City
spinoff.

Right: A worker

frames a house
during Sun City's
early days.

SUN CITIES AREA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

720 MIDWEEK » JULY 7, 2010 E

Sun City pioneered
lifestyle to fit needs

of modern seniors

By Sherry Anne Rubiano
THE REPUBLIC | AZCENTRAL.COM

Sun City is rich in history.

The concept of “active retire-
ment” was born when Sun City
debuted in 1960.

One of the original five model
homes is used as the Del Webb
Sun Cities Museum.

Resident groups that formed
in the 1970s and 1980s, such as
the Sheriff’s Posse of Sun City
and the Sun City PRIDES, con-
tinue to serve the community.

As Sun City commemorates
its 50th anniversary this year,
The Arizona Republic revisits
Sun City’s past and explores its
present.

Mr. & Mrs. E. A.
Britton of Eugene,
Ore. won this house,
a Meadowgrove
Model 1A-R on
Augusta Drive, in a
contest to name Sun
City. Its base price
was $8,500.

SUN CITIES AREA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Anniversary events

NW VALLEY NEWS

i

JULY 7,2010

_Golden anniversary festivities are scheduled through January. Visit wwﬁ.sun—
city50thanniversary.org for updates and more information.

EVENT DATE/TIME LOCATION
Sock Hop and Pizza Party ~ Sept.24 “Sundial Auditorium
6:30-10 p.m. 14801 N.103rd Ave.
Banner Boswell Yesterday,  Oct. 13 Banner Boswell Memorial Hall
Today and Tomorrow 10-1Mam. 13180 N.103rd Drive
Oktoberfest Oct. 30 Sundial Auditorium
Time TBA 14801 N. 103rd Ave.
Banner Research Institute Tour Nov.10 Banner Research Institute
10-1a.m. 10515 W. Santa Fe Drive -
Fall Variety Show : Nov. _2 1 £l Sundial Auditorium
: 2-3:30 p.m. and 14801 N. 103rd Ave.
5-6:30 p.m. ?
50th Anniversary Golf Dec. 9,12:30 p.m. Sun City Country Club
Tournament 9433 N.107th Ave.
Hoiiday Around the Wérld Dec.10,4p.m. * | Lakeview Center
Party and Viewpoint LakeBoat | - ~ | 10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd.
Parade i LS S : et
50th Anniversary Grand Finale Jan.14,7-10 p.m. Sundial Auditorium
14801 N. 103rd Ave.

Source: Sun City 50th anniversary committee.

Sun City timeline
1960-— Sun City debuts Jan. 1. More than

100,000 people show up the first weekend to

view five model homes in a community de-
signed for active adults.

1963 = The Sun City Home Owners Associ-

ation isformed.

1964 — The only vote on incorporationis -
held. Voters reject incorporation 2,558 to
1,036.

1966 — The Sun City Fire District is.estab-
lished.

1967 — Sun Bowl, an outdoor amphitheatre,
opens. ;

1968 — Sun City Symphony presents its first
concert. ‘

1969 — Construction of Boswell Hospital,
now Banner Boswell Medical Center, begins.
1972 — Sun City Community Association
changes its name to Recreation Centers of
Sun City Inc.

1973 — Sheriff's Posse of Sun City organizes.
1978 — Sun City is built out.

1985 — President Ronald Reagan honors the
Sun City PRIDES with a President's Volunteer

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY"

This aerial photo taken on Feb. 3, 1960,
shows how Sun City looked a month after
its opening day.

Action Award.

1988 — The Sun City Fire District cancels its
contract with Rural/Metro and establishes its
own fire department.

1993 — Sun City is declared the “City of Vol-
unteers.”

2009 — Sun City’s yearlong celebration of its
50th anniversary kicks off Dec. 9.

Source: Sun City Visitors Center.



Five unusual things about Sun City
City of volunteers Active lifestyle

- Sun City residents are known What set Sun City apart
lfor their volunteering spirit. 2 when it opened in 1960 was
its emphasis on an active-

Residents donate their time in
schools, food banks and commu- adult lifestyle. Residents have many
nity groups. In 1985, President opportunities for recreation and so-
Ronald Reagan honored the Sun cializing, from playing golf and
City PRIDES with a President's ¢ “swimming to meeting up for crafts
Volunteer Action Award. activities and dancing.

Pristine ndgllbotlloods e
3 Take a drive through Sun Clty,

and its cleanliness stands out.

Its walls are graffiti-free,
streets are litter-free and trees and

shrubs are trimmed. Trash contain--
-ers are located underground. Resi-
_dents’ front yards are well—mam- :

tained.

Safe community

More than 175 residents keep
1 4 an eye on Sun City as mem-

bers of the Sun City Sheriff's
Posse. They patrol neighborhoods,
provide medical assistance, train
residents to form a Neighborhood
Watch and check the homes of res-
idents who are out of town.

Popularity of golf cars
" The golf car is the second
most popular mode of trans-
portation in Sun City, accord-
ing to the Sun City Visitors Center.
Many people use their golf car as a
second vehicle to run errands. Cus-

tomized golf cars-are also a com-

mon sight on Sun City streets.
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Lifestyle is still gblden as Sun
City hits age 50

by John Faherty - Jul. 4, 2010 12:00 AM
The Arizona Republic

Fifty years ago, Sun City was an idea.

The idea was outrageous and revolutionary.
It seemed almost dangerous.

Old people - or older people, anyway - could
spend the last 30 or 40 years of their lives
having fun.

ol
Seniors stay active in Sun City

You want to shovel snow and wait for the
grandchildren to visit? Fine, stay in lowa. If
you want a place with low-priced homes and
big blue skies, if you want clean streets and
friendly neighbors, come to Sun City.

It was marketing, of course. It was slick talk
and high-pressure sales. And it worked.

On Jan. 1, 1960, more than 25,000 people
came to visit the five model homes on the
western fringes of the Valley.

That first weekend, 252 homes were sold.
Within a month, 400. By the end of the year,
2,000.

Now, five decades later, Sun City is golf
courses and swimming pools, chess clubs
and shuffleboard. And it is home for more
than 41,000 people.

They enforce the rules that define the place
while they celebrate its lifestyle.

Each day, they work to make sure that Sun

City's grand idea is their truth.

The enforcer

It is just after 7 in the moming, and Bill
Szentmiklosi is standing on his tiptoes
looking over a backyard fence in Sun City's
Phase 1.

"Oh, looky here, somebody's been doing
some work," he says. "This is nice."

Szentmiklosi, 59, is a Sun City resident. He is
also the compliance manager for the Sun
City Home Owners Association. It is his job
to make sure his town remains as close to
perfect as it can.

Like many Valley communities, Sun City
requires all homeowners to obey rules
known as covenants, conditions and
restrictions.

If a resident breaks a rule, there is a good
chance somebody - probably a neighbor -
will call the HOA's compliance department.

In May, the HOA handled 935 reported
violations.
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Back in his car, Szentmiklosi continues to
patrol the neighborhood. At another home,
another problem.

"Larry, Larry, this is better, but it's not done,"
he says to himself as he gets out of his
minivan to check on a repeat violation for
weeds. "So, I'll send him another letter."

After serving as a police officer for 33 years
in Michigan, he knows when to look the other
way.

At yet another property, Szentmiklosi bends
over to measure the distance between the
garage wall and the property line, knowing
by eye that it's going to be short of
regulation.

“I'll measure this here. You need 5 feet," he
says standing over his tape. "This is 4 feet, 6
inches. We won't quibble with this, not worth
it."

The biggest problem he looks for is not
illegal garages or weed-choked lawns. He's
looking for young people.

Age limits aren't just part of Sun City's
image. They're in the law.

The federal Fair Housing Act requires that at
least 80 percent of the homes in
communities like Sun City be occupied with
somebody 55 or older. If a community is not
in compliance, it is no longer a retirement
community - it is just being discriminatory.

The "age overlay" allows Sun City to not have
a school district. This is what keeps property
taxes at such low rates.

Sun City's rules allow people under the age
of 19 to visit but only for a total of 90 days
in any 12-month period.

In May, there were 47 reports alleging
underage people living in Sun City homes.

Szentmiklosi does not particularly like
knocking on those doors.

"We like to have a heart, but we need to look
at the needs of the whole," he says.

Szentmiklosi walks up to a door on Cinnabar
Avenue and knocks.

The report says a resident's adult daughter
has moved into the home with three young
children.

The resident opens the door, and
Szentmiklosi identifies himself.

The woman immediately steps outside and
closes the door behind her.

"I have my grandkids over once in a while,
but it's just visiting Grandma," she says.

"Nothing wrong with that," Szentmiklosi
replies.

Then he starts asking some questions about
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her children and where they live. Then they
meander off topic about home remodeling,
and he finally steers her back to her children
and grandchildren.

He appears to be looking for some
inconsistencies, like the cop that he was for
three decades.

"Yeah, old habits are hard to change," he
would say later.

In the end, he thanks the woman for her
time. The investigation, he says, is closed to
his satisfaction.

But just as he is leaving, he turns to her
again.

"Well, nice to see you this morning," he says
with a smile. "You just need to know that
somebody around here, one of your
neighbors, is watching."

The player

At 9 in the moming in the pool hall of the
Lakeview Lanes Recreation Center, Helen
Gregory is ready to break.

Gregory, 98, has been shooting pool for 30
years. She spends every Monday and
Saturday morning with the Billiard Belles.

"Playing with your friends and visiting is very
important when you get older," she says. "It's
important to have things on your schedule,
to have something to look forward to. |
wouldn't miss it."

Her husband taught her to play. Then her
grandsons bought her some books on the
game, which taught her "the nuances."

She moves around the table slowly, chalking
her stick before each shot. Her hands and
arms have a little more quiver than she
would like, but as she stands over a shot,
she collects herself. She steadies at the last
moment and then strikes.

“I'm not especially good anymore," Gregory
says. "l played it a lot better when | was in my
80s."

The playing is more important than the
results. The Billiard Belles are her friends.

"Oh, they are wonderful," Gregory says.
"When some of them get too old, we keep
getting nice new ones. They are all nice
girls."

When her husband of 73 years, Kenneth,
died three years ago, she missed two weeks
but then reappeared.

"It gives me something to look forward to,"
she says.

The other women in the group defer some to
Gregory. She suspects they ease up a little
on her during games, but they all say they
do not.
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After 90 minutes of shooting pool, the
women then go for brunch at Mojoes, the
restaurant in the recreation center. Gregory
skips brunch. She can't hear well anymore
and stopped going when she felt she was
missing the conversations.

But there is no way she is giving up the pool.

"I still like the same things | always liked. I'm
just older," she says. "I'm still me."

The poster child

In the noonday sun, Bill Pearson leaves the
Sun Cities Museum, locks the door behind
him and climbs into his golf cart for the
drive home.

He is 61 but looks 10 years younger. He is fit
and intense. And he loves Sun City with a
missionary zeal.

He remembers when he flew down from St.
Paul, Minn.

"I fell in love with it the first time | came here
in 1997 to visit my folks," Pearson says.

"The second night after | got in, | called my
wife and said, 'This is where we are going to
retire," Pearson says. "She said, 'What?' "

At the time of the call, Pearson was the
president of the United Food & Commercial
Workers Local 789.

He routinely worked 80-hour weeks. He liked
organizing and negotiating. He admits to
relishing a good fight.

He and his wife bought their Sun City home

He called his wife to make an announcement.

after Pearson turned 50 years old, still too
young to move in. They rented it out for four
years, then they did some work on it. Then
they left Minnesota for good.

"Everybody was stunned. | was a workaholic,"
Pearson says. "To a person they said, 'You
are going to be bored to tears.' | never

looked back."

What Pearson loved most about Sun City was
its egalitarian nature. Although Sun City has
a name, it is unincorporated. There is no city
government. There are no positions of

innate authority. There are volunteer boards
and organizations that work together to

keep the place going.

"No one controls Sun City; we control
ourselves," Pearson says. "l am a collectivist
at heart. | think people do better when they
have a sense of responsibility and
ownership."

Pearson has worked as hard at retirement as
he did for the union.

He spent his first two years volunteering at
the visitors center. Then he went to the HOA,
where he served as a board member. "We

Advertisement

PLUS NOW GET WEDNESDAY INCLUDED

ForR NO ADDITIONAL COST!
Visit AZAD.AZCENTRAL.COM or
call us at 602-444-4444 and mention promo

code AZAD. Otfer expires 12/31/10
Offer valid for new subscribers only.

[HE ARIZONA REPUBLIC
m —

Print Powered By | fd || Dynamics



aZcentral

S
‘http://www.azcentral.com/arizona:epublic/news/anicles/2010/07/04/20]00704sun-city-lif... Page 6 of 8

rebuilt it from the ground up,” he says. Now,
he is the president of the Sun Cities Museum.

He played racquetball fanatically until he had
his knees replaced. Now, he is into lawn
bowling. He sets a goal of reading three
books a week.

"When we go through life, we are always
asking ourselves: What do | want to be when |
grow up?" Pearson says. "I'm still asking
myself that. | can wake up every day and ask
myself: What do | want to do today?"

The striker

At 5 in the evening, Georgia Perry stands at
the beginning of the lane, holding the
bowling ball under her chin.

Her approach is studied and slow, her
backswing graceful. Her ball does snap into
its hook as it rolls down the lane, as much as
it seems to change direction gracefully, like
it was pushed by a strong breeze into the
pocket of space right between the 1 pin and
the 3 pin.

As all the pins fall, she turns around, smiles
shyly and walks back.

Perry, 69, loves the game, but she had never
played it before she moved to Sun City from
Connecticut in 1993.

When she first arrived, she was into race
walking and would routinely walk past the
bowling alley in the recreation center near
her home.

She would often see a woman who worked at
the center standing outside smoking, and

she would wave to her. One day, they got to
chatting.

"She said | should come on in and give
bowling a try," Perry says. "When | said |
didn't know how, she said, 'Well, there is a
lady right over there who can teach you.' "

This, she says, is typical of her experience
since moving here. Perry is a Black woman in
a place that is, according to the U.S. Census
Bureau, 96.1 percent White.

Perry says she has felt as welcome here as
anywhere else in the country.

"It's all right. For me, it doesn't matter. It's all
about who you are," Perry says. "When you
find ignorance, you make room for it. You
set them straight in a nice way. You find
some here, but honestly, you find some
everywhere."

What brought Perry and her husband here is
the warm sun after a lifetime of Connecticut
winters. "Fry me to the moon," she says.

But what keeps her here are the endless
opportunities. "There is something to do
every day. This is like a vacation for me."

And one of those things is the bowling. It's
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better exercise than you think, she says.

Then she raises her short sleeve and shows
off impressive biceps.

The widow

As night falls in Sun City, a bouquet of fresh
flowers sits on the Brozka grave site at
Sunland Memorial Park.

Sunland was not around when Sun City
opened in 1960. A cemetery might not have
fit the image.

But eventually even the most active of active
adults are going to die.

So Sunland opened two years later.

The grave markers closest to the cemetery
buildings show birth years in the 1890s and
deaths in the 1960s and '70s.

Moving west across the grass, the birth
dates move into the 20th century. They show
young men who went off to war to fight the
Germans and the Japanese.

Many of the gravesites are for two. Leonard
Brozka, 1920-1999, lies next to an empty
spot for Edith.

"I'm only 87," Edith Brozka says. "People
don't think I'm 87 because they think when
you get old you have to get fat."

Edith, in fact, is as healthy as can be. Every
day she takes a multivitamin and a fish-oil
pill. She goes for a checkup once a year, and
the doctor advises her to keep doing what
she is doing.

On New Year's Day, 1942, Edith and Len
eloped in Napoleon, Ohio.

was good. There were friends and activities.
Then, in 1999, Len died.

They don't come that nice."

Three months after Len's death, her twin

water-aerobics classes. She also loves to

getting shorter."

with friends.

In 1991, the couple moved to Sun City. Life

"I do miss my husband - oh yes, all the time.
Fifty-eight years is a long time," Edith says.
"“They don't make them like that anymore.

sister died.

"Life goes on. You do what you have to do,"
Brozka says. "God gave me a life, and he
meant me to live it."

So she volunteers at the local hospital. She is
committed to exercise and never misses her

sew.

"I'm always shortening slacks for
somebody," Brozka says. "It seems we are all

Her life, she says, is full and rich and filled

Her daughter, back in Pennsylvania, used to
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nudge her mother to come back east. But
Sun City is her home. It is her husband's
home, too.

-

q

"I'll still get him flowers, just to let him know
that | am thinking about him," Brozka says.
"I'll be buried with Len. After 58 years, | can't
leave him. He's waiting for me."

Reach the reporter at john.
faherty@arizonarepublic .com.

Copyright © 2009, azcentral.com. All rights
reserved. Users of this site agree to the Terms
of Service and Privacy Policy/Your California
Privacy Rights

Advertiserent

PLUS NOW GET WEDNESDAY INCLUDED
For NO ADDITIONAL COST!

Visit AZAD.AZCENTRAL.COMor
call us at 602-444-4444 and mention promo.

code AZAD. 0Offer expires 12/31/10
Offer valid for new subscribers only.

[HE ARIZONA REPUBLIC |

proe

Print Powered By | fd || tDynamics



VF

56

50TH ANNIVERSARY

' Sun Citians celebrate Webb’s birthday

By Bill Pearson

and more indoor activities.
Throw into the mix the
winter residents leaving by
the motorhome load and it
becomes apparent why the
Sun City 50th anniversary
festivities fall off during the
summer months.
However, there are still
events going on and per-
\ haps nome more promi-

F 4

Bill
Pearson

Temperatures are starting to heat up and
with those tepid temps come a slower

pace

nent than the birthday celebration for Sun
City's founder, Del Webb. He died on July 4,
1974 at the age of 76. If he was still alive, he
would be turning 111. Not an age unheard
of in this fabled community.

The festivities will be conducted at the

Oakmont Recreation Center, 10725 W. Oak-
mont Drive, on Sunday May 16. The doors
open at noon with cake and refreshments
being served on the patio from 12:30 to 3:45

p.m. Two presentations will be conducied

inside the rec center, the first starting at |
p.m. and the second at 2:45 p.m.

See Birthday — Page 28

INDEPENDENT

MAY 16,2010

Birthday

| Continued From Page 17

Party favors, a cadre of Webb employees
stopping by, Jim Gatscher presenting “The
Life and Times of Del Webb” and Sun City’s
own renown actress Tanya Griffin portray-
ing Webb’s secretary Maxine Newman will
be included in the day’s activities.

To help make the festivities even more
memorable, the Del Webb Sun Cities Muse-
umn (next door.to the Oakmont Recreation
Center) will be open from noon to 4:30 pm.

During this 50-year celebration of the com-
munity’s birth, the museum has been sport-
ing record crowds and this special Sunday

| opening should add to those impressive

totals.

Later that evening, the Arizona Trio will
be playing an outdoor show at the Sun
Bowl starting at 7:30 p.m. For those who still
have gas in that tired old tank, the Sun City
Players will be performing “Laugh Out” on
Monday, May 17 at the Mountain View Rec-
reation Center auditorium, 9749 N. 107th
Ave., beginning at 7 p.m. Tickets will be on

| sale at the door or in advance.

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museumn will
shift to its summer hours June 1. Recogniz-
ing many of the year-round residents are
working, the summer hours will be 9 a.m.-
noon Thursdays and Saturdays and 5-8 p.m.
Fridays. In addition, group tours can be run

for as few as four people and reservations
can be made by calling 623-974-2568 and
asking for Judy.

Raffle tickets for the Smart Car to be giv-
en away at the 50th anniversary closing cer-
emony in January are moving briskly and
tickets can be purchased all summer at the
Sun City Visitors Center, 16820 N. 99th Ave.
They are on reduced hours during the sum-
mer, mornings Monday through Saturday.
Shirts, hats, visors and other memorabilia is
also on sale there. .

Editor’'s Note: Mr. Pearson is Sun City
50th  Anniversary Committee publicity
chairman. ;




“The Sun Cities Area

_ |

I stmty'setehmw the 11 1th birlhdav of the cnmmuni;!'slgumlsr with

‘a special event May 16 nont Recreation Center. More than 200 people attended the program,
which featured complimentary _lmi recollections of the early days of the community by several

Co. employees, and a spet:ial biography on the life of Del Webb as
un City Players. By the end of the day, 450 slices of cake were served
E. Webb Sun Cities M ed next door to Oakmont Recrea
the famous builder in “The Life and Times of Del Webh,” a_
ve ‘_‘tiintpresuntallon Below left, Jane Freeman, founder of the Sun Cities
j, i 'Pearson, SCAHS president, prepare fo cut the ceremonial cake. Be-
low ngm Bev Dryer tewart, founder and second coach of the Sun City Saints, shared stories about
the community’s national championship women’s fast-pitch softball team. The team played in Sun
City during the 1970s and 1980s, and was immensely popular with local fans. Ms. Stewart, 71, now
lives in Phoenix and has lfonaled a |arge cullectmn ot &aints memnrahllla 1o the mus m

'fﬂmur Del Webh De:
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independent ewspapers/.lulle Maurer

Mystery photo winners

Independent Newspapers West Valley Publisher Charlene Bisson presented four Diamondbacks tick-
ets to Christa and Bill Hayes of Sun City. They won the random drawing of the feature Image Enigma,
presented by Independent Newspapers in partiership with the Sun Cities Historical Society.




VF

SC IMAGE ENIGMA WINNERS

CHRISTA AND BILL HAYES

Image Enigma Winners

Christa and Bill Hayes have been announced
as the. winner of Independent Newspap_er's
and the Sun City Historical Society's Image
Enigma contest. They won tickets to the Ari-
Zona Diamondbacks vs. San Francisco Giants
game Wednesday, Sept. 8.

The Hayes can claim their prize by calling or

| visiting Independent Newspapers at 623-972.

6101 or 17220 N. Boswell Bivd., suite L1071,
Sun City, 85373,

INDEPENDENT SEPTEMBER

1,2010
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iMAGE ENIGMA

Submitted photo/Courtesy of the Sun Cities Historical Society

Jumping the tracks

Independent Newspapers and the Sun Cities

Historical Society present a mystery photo conient. Each
oto and readers are invited to guess the picture. Those

a drawing to win Arizona Diamondbacks tick

week the Independent will feature a new ph

ets vs. the

ou describe the area in the photo above?

with the correct answer will be entered into

!

The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801

Oakmont Drive, hosts summer hours 9 a.m.-noon Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Friday.

San Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Cany
E-mail answers to Bill Pearson at scahs@scazhistory.org.

Image Emgma
Answers Revealed

. Readers are wonderlﬂg why the Independent

didn't print the answers to last week’s Image
Enigma. We apmogjze for the confusion. Here
are the answers to the pnor two weeks.

6/2: In the late 1 960s, the
opment Co. announced p

that time, Sun City's boundaries had been
confined to the area south of Grand Avenue.
The new area would become known as Phase

2, and extend tha rsﬁraman"community’_ '

company unveiled an elaborate model home

sales pavilion just north of the new recreatxon
center (Lakawew} and. Sun ity's first Iaké

6/9: Opening dayl Sun ( tyfounder DelE.
Webb, left, was on hand for a ceremony that :

‘took piace in January 1967 to officially mark

the opening of the Sun Bowl outdoor amphi-
theater. Del Webb dedicated the facility and

‘presented a flag to Michael Bross, president

of the Sun City Home Dwners Assncaatmn

el E. Webb Deval— :
1s to “jump” north.
of Grand Avenue and expand Sun City. Until o
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iMAGE ENIGMA

Submitted photo/Courtesy of the Sun Cities Historical Society

Jumping the tracks

Independent Newspapers and the Sun Cities Historical Society present a mystery photo content. Each
week the Independent will feature a new photo and readers are invited to guess the picture. Those

with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing to win Arizona Diamondbacks tickets vs. the
San Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Can you describe the area in the photo above?

2
11

l

E-mail answers to Bill Pearson at scahs@scazhistory.org. The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801

Oakmont Drive, hosts summer hours 9 a.m.-noon Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Friday.

Image Emgma
Answers Revealed

Readers are wondenﬁg why the Independent :

didn’t print the answers to last week's Image
Enigma. We apologize for tha confusion. Here
are the answers to the prior two weeks

6/2: In the late 1960s, the Del E. Webb Develrk
opment Co. announced plans to “jump” north.
of Grand Avenue and expand Sun City. Until
that time, Sun City’s boundaries had been
confined to the area soth of Grand Avenue
The new area would b c '

GEnier (Lakevmw and Cﬁy s ﬁrst lake.

6/9: Openmg dayi Sun Cﬁy faun(ier DelE.
Webb, left, was on hand for a ceremony that
took place in January 1967 to officially mark
the opening of the Sun Bowl outdoor amphi-
theater. Del Webb dedicated the facility and
presented a flag to Michael Bross, presudent :

* of the Sun City Home Owners Association. .
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Submitted photo/Courtesy of the Sun Cities Historical Society

- Guess who?

Independent Newspapers and the Sun Cities Historical Society present a mystery photo contest. Each

week the Independent will feature a new photo and readers are invited to guess the picture. Those
| with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing to win Arizona Diamondbacks tickets vs. the

San Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Who is in the abhove picture? Do you know the
~ significance of the event? Hint: He was a popular performer on the Lawrence Welk show. E-mail
| answers to Bill Pearson at scahs@scazhisiory.org. The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont
| Drive, hosts summer hours 9 a.m.-noon Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Friday.

Image Enigma'
Answers Revealed

6/16: Sun City celebrates its 10th anniversary
with TV star Myron Floren at the Sun Bowl.
Mr. Floren was a regular performer on the
popular Lawrence Welk television show and
frequent performer in Sun City and Sun City
West throughout the years. Independent
reader Karen Stephenson shares a memory
of Myron: She used to listen to her friend’s
father practice the accordion with him and
play soccer. Reader Susan Sagahon said
she had the opportunity to play on stage with
him in the 50s at the Shrine Auditorium in Los
Angeles, Calif.
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SUN CITY INDEPENDENT

June 23, 2010

Submitted photo/Courtesy of the Sun Cities Historical Society

Ready to roll!

Independent Newspapers and the Sun Cities Historical Society present a mystery photo contest. Each
week the Independent will feature a new photo and readers are invited to guess the picture. Those
with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing to win Arizona Diamondbacks tickets vs. the
San Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Do you know the significance of this event?
E-mail answers to scahs@scazhistory.org. The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive,
hosts summer hours 9 a.m.-noon Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Friday.

Image Enigma
Answers Revealed

6/23: Sun City celebrates the opening of the
Sun-City Area Transit. Image Enigma will
return 7/14. Thank you for your patience.
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IMAGE ENIGMA _

—

o =

Submitted photo/Courtesy of the Sun Cities Historical Society ;

Welcome

‘Independent Newspapers and the Sun Cities Historical Society present a mystery photo contest.
The Independent will feature a new photo and readers are invited to guess the picture. Those with
the correct answer will be entered into a drawing to win Arizona Diamendbacks tickets vs. the San
Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Do you know the significance of this event? E-mail
answers to scahs@scazhistory.org. The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive, hosts

summer hours 9 a.m.-noon Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Friday. :

image Enigma
Answers Revealed —
Aug. 4

New residents were always officially wel-
comed to the community during a “Newcom-
ers Coffee” hosted by the Del Webb Corpora-
tion. Picturedw as an early 1960’s event at
Town Hall Center (now Fairway Recreation
Center). The tradition has continued through
the years-and Newcomers Coffees are today

still conducted on a regular basis in both Sun
City and Sun City West.
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[IMAGE ENIGMA

Submitted photo/Courtesy m‘ the Sun Cities Historical Sucnety

What’s new?

Independent Newspapers and the Sun Cities Historical Societv present a mystery photo contest. Each
week the Independent will feature a new photo and readers are invited to guess the picture. Those
with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing to win Arizona Diamondbacks tickets vs. the
San Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Do you know the significance of this event?
E-mail answers to scahs@scazhistory.org. The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive,
| hosts summer hours 9 a.m.-noon Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Friday.

‘Image Enigma
Answers Reveaim s

Aug. 11

Visitors preview the second set of model
homes and the second recreation center
»win Hall Recreation Center - now Fairway
n Center) at the corner of 1@% and
avenues. The new series of model
s unveiled on Jan. 29 tsE‘t aﬂd

secﬁbnefSuncnytebe H
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IMAGE ENIGMA

Submitted photo/Courtesy of the Sun Cities Historical Society

‘Say cheese |

' Independent Newspapers and the Sun Cities Historical Society present a mystery photo contest. Each
week the Independent will feature a new photo and readers are invited to guess the picture. Those

- with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing to win Arizona Diamondbacks tickets vs. the
San Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Do you know the significance of this event?

J E-mail answers to scahs@scazhistory.org. The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive,
hosts summer hours 9 a.m.-noon Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Fnday

/ :
Image Enigma
Answers Revealed —
Aug. 18

The idea of a community devoted entirely to
active retirees generated interest from media
throughout the world. The Del Webb Corpora-
tion’s talented public relations and marketing
team was adept at promoting the community
through the printed word and photos that

always showed residents having fun and

enjoying life. In 1963, the PR team up
residents in lounge chairs for a prornotlonal
advertisement that would be publlshed in the
Saturday Evenmg Post.




Kick Start: Histori

Evi iy LY

By Rusty Bradshaw
Independent Newspapers

Sun City's 50th anniversary
got a jump start in funding last
week.

The Sun Cities Historical
Society pledged $5.000 to the
committee  coordinating  the
celebration activities tor 2010
The announcement was made
during the Sun City 50th An-
niversary Committee’s Jan. 21
public meeling, which drew
about 20 people

The historical society pledge
kick-started the committee’s
fundraising efforts, which have
been slow so tar, according to
Sun City resident Bill Pearson

“We didn't get much from
businesses outside Sun City,”
Mr. Pearson said. *We will do
what Sun City residents have al-
ways done, we will look within
for what we need.”

In addition, the commit-
tee cul back on some of the
planned activities, with the
hope that if fundraising picks

‘
al society gives $5,000 pledge

L

. . _ Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw
Dave Verble, left, Sun Cities Historical Society president, presents Susan Sommers,

Sun City 50th Anniversary Committee president, with a mock check for $5,000, pledg-
ing the organization would ccntribute that amount to the celebration activities.

Committee seeks resident help

Related Link

www.suncitySOthanniversary.org

up some can be added back in,
according to Sun City resident
Susan Sommers, 50th anniver-
sary committee president

“We do have people and
businesses coming forward,”
Ms. Somimers said. "But it is dif-
ficult out there.”

Businesses that have com-
mitted to supporting the effort
include Colby Management,
Ken Meade Realty, Sun City
Home Owners Association,
Sunshine Service, Windemere
Realty Thunderbird, Union
Hills Country Club, Recreation
Centers of Sun City and the Sun
Cities Historical Society.

“We started people think-
ing about the celebration at
the Circle of 50 breakfast in No-
vember," Ms. Sommers.

Donation boxes for the com
millee are available at Safeway,
10926 W. Bell Road, through
mid-March, she added. One

resident suggested approach
ing grocery stores aboul their e-
script program, which donates
a small percentage of sales 1o
nonprofit organizations. The
Sun City Passe utilizes the e-
script program. However, Ms.
Sommers said commiltee offi-
cials were looking for funding
that provided money up front.

“Also, if you get too many
organizations doing the same
thing it dilutes the program for
all those participating,” said Sun
City resident Paul Herrmann,
committee publicity coordina-
tor and Sun City Visitors Center
director.

In calling on Sun City resi-
dents and businesses to help
the effort, he quoted commu-
nity founder Del Webb; who
said, “1 buill you a community,
but only you can fulfill its prom-
ise.”

Mr. Herrmann said Sun
City's longevity indicates signif
icant work has been done on

: See Help — Page 9
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Help

Continued From Page 1

that fulfillment, but the yvearlong
50th anniversary in 2010 needs
resident and business participa-
tion to showcase it. -

“Itis up to us to step up to the
plate and make this work,” he
said.

Mr. Pearson encouraged resi-
dents to step forward in large
numbers to support the anniver-
sary celebration both monetarily
and with volunteer efforts. When
speaking of the anniversary spon-
sor stickers sold for $50 each, he
paused, took $100 frorm his wallet
and said, “I'll take two.”

“Now is the time for you to
show how much you love Sun
City,” Mr. Pearson said. “If the
community works together, we
don’t ieed anything from outside
our walls.” :

He suggested if all of the
2,500 sponsor stickers are sold,
that would give the committee
$125,000, enough to pay for the
celebration.

“We can show the world why
Sun City is the best retirement
community in the world,” he
said. “If we don't take pride in our
community it won't be here in 50
years.”

Mr. Pearson and his wife,
Lori Peterson, will co-chair the
committee’s sports events sub-
comimittee. But he said he had

another unofficial job.

“It is my job to get you all
pumped up about this,” he said.

The committee has a tenta-
tive schedule of events, includ-
ing grand opening ceremonies
Dec. 9 and a golf tournament the
following day. The year-long cel-
ebration will kick off Jan. 1 with
the ringing of church bells and
chimes, followed by an anniver-
sary party commernorating the
Jan. 1, 1960, opening of Sun City.
Other monthly events include a
concert and dance in February, a
parade and barbecue in March, a
community variety show in April,
a birthday party for Del Webb
in April, an Independence Day
pancake breakfast in July, an ice
cream social in August, a sock

hop in September, an Oktoberfest
in October, a second community
variety show in November and a
grand finale in December.

Ms. Sommers said other activi-
ties will be added to the calendar
as they are finalized.

“We're working with all the

clubs and organizations to see
what they want to do in partner-
ship with us,” she said.

Visit www.suncitybOthanniver-
sary.org or e-mail SunCity50th-
Anniversary(@cox.net to volun-
teer or donate to the committee.

Post your opinions in the Public
Issues Forum at www.newszap.com,
Sun Cities News Editor Rusty Brad-
shaw can be reached at 623-445-
2725 or rbradshaw @newszap.com.



The Sun City 50th Anniversary Committee received an unexpected
surprise during its Jan. 21 meeting. The Sun Cities Historical Society
announced its was lending its full support to the campaign marking the
50th anniversary of the opening of Sun City and presented the
committee with a $5,000 donation. The gift is the largest single donation
received by the committee to date. David Verble, left, president of the
Historical Society, presented the donation. Next year, 2010, marks the
golden anniversary for the nation's most famous retirement community.
For information on contributing to the committee and activities planned
for 2010, email SunCity50thAnniversary@cox.net.
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Ring the Bell

highlights
July 4 activities

By Bill Pearson
Special to the Independent

~Sourth of July celebrations are nothing
E—* new to Sun City. The community has
always been as patriotic as anywhere in

the country.

Sun City has large numbers of veterans
living within the walls and those who aren’t
have always been quick to pay tribute to
those who are. Celebrating the country’s
birthday and honoring those who sacrificed
for freedoms is just what Sun City residents
do.

This year is an extra special treat with Sun
City celebrating 50 years of existence. The
14‘month party continues Monday, July 4
with an early morning continental breakfast
at the Bell Recreation social halls sponsored
by Pricilla Richie and the Ken Meade Green-
way office. She brings with her a fabulous
war memorabilia collection that you will not
want to miss.

The breakfast will run from 7-9 a.m. Im-
mediately following that, is the annual Rec-
reation Centers of Sun City ringing of the
bell ceremony led by Uncle Sam, Sun City
resident Ray Mills, and a supporting cast of
inspiring characters. The program runs from
9:30-11:00 a.m.

For those eager for more, the Del Webb
Sun Cities Museumn, 10801 Oakmont Drive,
next door to the Oakmont Recreation Cen-
ter, will open its doors from 11 am. to 1 p.m.
For those unfamiliar with how the Sun City
“Liberty” replica bell came to be, there will
be a pictorial display giving all of the details
on its birth. :

The museum is housed in one of the orig-
inal model homes, restored in part to look
as it did opening day 1960. The displays and
collections included inside provide a history
of how Sun City was created.

See Bell — Page 20

Bell

Continued From Page 2

The museum’s summer hours are 9 a.m.
to noon Thursday and Saturday mornings
and 5-8 p.m. Friday evenings from 5 p.m.
Summer hours run June and July and Friday
nights in July will provide an added bonus.
This late night, date night special will feature
the 22-minute film “The Beginnings” and
each Friday evening will have a twist with
popcorn and other special treats.

The Museumn can also be opened for
those looking to bring a group, club or orga-
nization though by calling 623-974-2568 and
scheduling a convenient time.

July’s fun does not end there. A free con-
cert is scheduled 7 p.m. Sunday, July 18 at
Sundial Recreation Center, 14801 N. 103rd
Ave. This one is a bit unique for Sun City as
the RCSC has stepped up to bring in a group
that is expected to appeal to a younger
crowd. The Simon and Garfunkel Tribute
band will play hits that many of the boom-
ers will even be able to sing along to.

Tickets for the January 50th anniversary
raffle are on sale at the Sun City Visitor Cen-
ter, open mornings Monday-Saturday-until
Labor Day.

Editor’s Note: Mr. Pearson is a Sun Cities
Historical Society Museum Board of Direc-
tors member.
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anniversary events

JOY SLAGOWSKI/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Soroptimist Dorothy Kay of Sun City Grand
serves strawberry shoricake Saturday at the
Lakeview Recreation Center in Sun City for
a festival celebrating Sun City’s 50th Anni-
versary.

JOY SLAGOWSKI
DAILY NEWS-SUN

A strawberry festival and an
open house at Del Webb Sun Cit-
ies Museum drew steady crowds
Saturday for another in a series of
events celebrating Sun City's 50th
Anniversary.

The Valley of the Sun Soropti-
mists sponsored the strawberry
festival in Lakeview Recreation
Center social hall.

Proceeds benefit Soroptimist’'s
Service Fund, which provides
scholarships and grants to com-
munity organizations to improve
the lives of women and girls both
locally and around the world.

Jo Williams and Gretchen Long
of Sun City came to help the chari-
ties, as much as for the dessert.

“We read about it in the pa-
per and wanted to help the good
cause,” Long said.

Event organizer Priscilla Fenner,
said the group wanted to revive
the spring festival which was dur-
ing Mother’s Day weekends in the
1970s.

“Everyone likes shortcake just
fine,” Fenner said.

Strawberry festival participants
were encouraged to visit the Del
Webb Sun Cities Museum, where

DAILY NEWS-SUN

Sun City serves up

JOY SLABOWSKI/DAILY NEWS-SUN

Roger and Judy Burnett of Sun City listen to Bill Pearson talk about the history of Sun City
during their visit Saturday to the Del WebbSun Cities Museum. Pearson is president of the

Sun Cities Historical Society.

new exhibits celebrate Del E.
Webb, his company, baseball and
golf and Marinette, the town site in
the cotton fields on which Sun City
was built.

Judy and Roger Burnett were
two of the first visitors at the open
house, after attending the straw-
berry festival.

Though they have lived in Sun
City six years, this was their first
visit to the museum. The Burnetts
work, so they said they have not
had the opportunity to explore all
Sun City has to offer.

“We're learning more than we
knew before today about Sun City,”
Judy said. “We didn't know Del
Webb was involved with so many
other things besides Sun City.”

Bill Pearson, president of Sun
Cities Historical Society. said the

—— ——————————

museum has seen a dramatic in-
crease in visitors this year.

“We've had 1,450 people visit
in the last four months,” Pearson
said. “And that is more than we
have had in two and a half years.”

“We wanted this to be the best
year ever, and we have already
achieved that,” he said.

The museum occupies one of
the first homes Webb built for the
1960 debut of Sun City. It is open
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday at 10801 W. Oak-
mont Drive.

On June 1, the museum will
switch to summer hours: 9 a.m.
to noon Thursdays and Saturdays,
and 5 to 8 p.m. on Fridays.

Joy Slagowski may be reached
at 623-876-2414 or jslagowski@
yourwestvalley.com.
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Dolan Ellis,
Arizona's
official state
balladeer, will
entertain
Saturday
afternoon at
the Sundial
Recreation
Center,

NICK OZA/THE REPUBLIC

Parade celebrates Sun City’s 50th anniVersary

This Saturday marks one of the next big events for Sun City’s 50th anniversary.
A community parade will travel from the Bell Recreation Center to the Sundial
Recreation Center. Refreshments and entertainment will be provided afterward.
— Sherry Anne Rubiano/The Republic/azcentral.com

The parade will begin at 10 a.m. at the Bell Recreation Center, near Bell Road and 99th Ave-
nue. The parade will travel west on Hutton Drive to Del Webb Boulevard, south on Del
Webb Boulevard to Talisman Road, and east on Talisman to Boswell Boulevard. The parade
- will end at the Sundial Recreation Center. It will feature floats, a dance band, a Wells Fargo
stagecoach, Shriners, the Luke Air Force Base Color Guard, camels, a horse drill team, and
the Come Back Buddy Band. The parade is sponsored by Royal Oaks Lifecare Community.

PARADE DINNER

After the parade, food and refreshments can be purchased from 1to 4 p.m. at the Sundial
center. Entertainment will include Marshall Trimble, Arizona's official state historian, and
Dolan Ellis, Arizona's official state balladeer.

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY -

Paul Herrmann, executive director of the Sun City Visitors Center, said the parade is de-
signed to be a good time, which matches the overall theme of Sun City's 50th anniversary
yearlong celebration. Upcoming events include a golf tournament April 10, the Sun Bowl
Variety Show April 21, and Del Webb's Birthday Party on May 16. -

INFORMATION
Visit www.suncity50thanniversary.org for a full calendar of events or call the Sun City Vis-
itors Center at 623-977-5000. 2
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Everybody loves a parade

By Bill Pearson

rom Sun City's earliest days, parades
have played an important role in anni-

versary celebrations.

This 50th anniversary is no different and
may well be the biggest and best of them all.
Scheduled for Saturday, March 13, the Del
Webb 50th Anniversary parade route will
leave from Bell Recreation Center, 16820
N. 99th Ave., and go down Hutton Drive to
Del Webb Boulevard, turning onto Tailsman
Road and proceeding to Boswell Boulevard,
ending at Sundial Recreation Center, 14801
N. 103rd Ave.

The parade begins at 10 a.m. and will
lake approximately two hours. It is 3.3 miles
along the parade route and the number of
vehicles, animals, marchers and assorted
entries are bigger and better than any past
parade Sun City has ever been. We encour-
age watchers to get their lawn chairs out ear-
ly and for those living on the parade streets
that intersect, plan your day accordingly. The
parade route will be blocked off from traffic
for the safety of those entered.

Leading the festivities will be the grand
marshals Dolan Ellis and Marshall Trimble.
Once they arrive al Sundial Recreation Cen-
ter they will be performing at the afternoon
barbeque in the center parking lot. The Sun-
dial Men’s Club will be selling brats and chips
for $2, and pop, beer and water for $1.

Without giving too much away, there will
be camels, a stagecoach, horses, mini-cars,
classic cars and a plethora of other types of
units assembled. You won't want to miss
this 50th gala event as it will be one for the
ages.

March is one of our busiest months and
beyond the parade and barbeque, there are
dozens of events. One of the most popular is
Wisconsin Days scheduled Thursday, March
4 (the anniversary program had the wrong
date so please take note). It will run from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. and will be at the Sun Bowl.
There is a $7 donation for those attending.

One day later, Friday, March 5, there will
be a group photo opportunity for all those
taking part in the February 50-mile chal-
lenge. Our goal is to assemble all those par-
ticipating and capture for posterity just how
active Sun City residents are. There will be

GUEST

Commentary |
Bill Pearson :

some great door prizes for those who turn
in their log sheets so if you were involved
come on down to the Sun Bowl at 1 p.m.
and be memorialized as one of the many.

As always, you can refer to your handy
50th Anniversary guide for times, dates and
places. If you need one, copies are available
at the Sun City Visitor Center, 16820 N. 99th
Ave., and other locations in the community.
Better yet, visit our Web site at www.sunci-
tyS0thanniversary.org for the updated calen-
dar with times and locations corrected. T-
shirts, golf shirts and other 50th anniversary
items are still on sale at the Visitor Center
as well.

And one last reminder: Qur RCSC 50th
anniversary golf tournament still has some
openings. This event will be at Sun City’s
first golf course and will feature a 7:30 a.m.
shotgun start. The North Course, 12650 N.
107th Ave., is historic and only a fitting site
for this fun event. There will be lots of gim-
micks, games and awesome prizes, so get
your entries in soon or run the risk of be-
ing shut out. The forms are available at the
Visitor Center, online at our Web site or the
various Sun City golf courses.

Hope to see you all at the parade.

Editor’s Note: Mr. Pearson is Sun City
50th Anniversary Committee publicity chair-
man.
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AIVSYIAINNY Y3 0S OS



——

VF SC 50th ANNIVERSARY

|
| _ Tuesday, February 16, 2010 DAILY NEws-sy
MY VIEW
Sun City’s 50th
Anniversary

- events dot
___ calendar

BILL
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
SUN CITY 50TH ANNIVERSARY
Though the 50th anniversary date
g:lne, the year long celebration is in fu}]}ass;lflgl \inat?ldthe
E l endar of events jam-packed with non-stop action
- earI)_r. ther.e Is something for everyone and if you .
1.taven t received a copy of the program or if you threw
0(t31t, there are copies available at the Visitors Center.
’ oming up this week are two examples of the rangé
ol events. On Friday at the Sun Bowl is the openin,
ceremony foxj the Arizona Senior Olympics. S :
ﬁi;;t pl.am., this kickoﬂf marks the first time Sun City
o Played host to this grand event that celebrates the
-, ve lifestyle enjoyed by seniors all across Arizona
. en over the next two weeks, Sun City will be the .
ome of five of the dozens of games. The opening cer-
emgn%/ uf,d free and open to the public. g
aturday at the Sundial auditorium, we i
la3 ispigcallid semi-formal dance. The Howard Scall;;?i?i?rn
Tigk " d Orchestra will play from 6:30 to 10 p.m..
. ckets are $10 per person, it is BYOB. There will be
; %ht refreshments, coffee and ice water on hand. The
2 -piece orchestrg will ensure an evening of grea;t
1 manmngﬁfor Sun City rec card holders and it is open to
 the public. l’I“xcketS are available at the door and at th,
Sun Citv Visitors Center through Friday. ’

| The remainder of the month has a half dozen great
opportunities as well so please check your program
for dates, times and locations. You can also visit our
f Web site at www.suncity50thanniversary.org for the
| updated calendar of events.
March promises to be the biggest and best of cel-
ebrations yet. Heading up the long lineup of events is
' the Del Webb 50th Anniversary Parade scheduled on
March 13. Never will Sun City have seen the likes of
this 3-mile caravan and collection of pure joy. Details
‘ will come but be sure to mark your calendar for a
' day of fun because immediately following the parade
| will be the Parade Barbeque in the Sundial rec center
. parking lot. Tickets for food, beer and beverages will be
| ridiculously inexpensive and the entertainment will be
exceptional.

And for those of you who participated in the 50-Mile
Challenge, we will have a photo shoot at the Sun Bowl.
It is scheduled for March 5 at 1 p.m., so plan on stop-
ping by and getting your picture taken with all of the
other fitness fanatics.

While the details are still being worked out, the Dai-
ly News-Sun and the 50th Anniversary Committee is
hammering out what may well qualify for a Guinness
World Book of Records event. The Sun City Showcase
of Homes will be on March 5, 6 and 7. Stay tuned as
we plan to show the world exactly why Sun City is the
best value for active retirement living in the country.

Easy to see there is lots going on, and we hope
you all are taking part in these world-class events. As
always, you can get more information from the Sun
City Visitors Center or by visiting our Web site posted
above. 50th Anniversary merchandise is available
at the Visitors Center open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday

through Saturday.
Hope to see you all at the events.
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Retirement area
Sun City turns 50

REAGOR

Sun City’s 50th

Fifty years ago, developer Del E. Webb
opened his first Sun City retirement
community just as retirees were begin-
ning to flock to Arizona for its warm
weather.

Del Webb’s company, which was
bought by Pulte Homes in the late 1990s,
changed the way Americans retire and
helped make Arizona a destination.

The original Sun City continues to
draw residents, as do the three newer
Sun Cities west of it in the Valley.
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Sun City celebrates

‘extraordinary past,

brilliant future’

STAFF REPORT

After an opening ceremony earlier

this month, Sun City will officially
begin its 50th anniversary year of
celebration Friday. To mark the occa-
sion, the Sun City 50th Anniversary
Committee will play host to a party
from noon to 2 p.m. at the Bell Rec-
reation Center Social Hall, complete
with entertainment and refresh-
ments. Following the party, the Del
Webb Sun Cities Museum, located at
10801 W. Oakmont Drive, will have
an open house for those interested in
taking a trip back in time. The open
house will be from 2 to 4 p.m.

While organizers are certainly hop-
ing for a large turnout at Friday's
party, they would be crazy to expect
a turnout like Del Webb got back on
Jan. 1, 1960. When Del Webb and
his partners decided to greenlight the
active retirement community that
would become Sun City, they were
confident it would be a hit, but they

would be. Webb
worked for more
than five months
to convert a cot-
ton field into a
city, complete
with a golf course,
recreation  cen-
ter, shopping center and five model
homes. With lots of press coverage
leading up to the opening weekend,
Webb said he hoped to have 10,000
people visit for opening weekend.
He was off just a little — by about
90,000.

More than 100,000 people visited
Sun City that weekend, proving to
Webb and the rest of the world that a
new era in retirement living had be-
gun. The response on Jan. 1, 1960,
proved that retiring adults wanted
more out of their twilight years than
to sit on the couch. Those 100,000

people proved, contrary to popular
SEE SUN CITY, AS

did not know what the early response .
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Crowds jam the streets of the infant Sun City on Jan. 1, 1960.

SUN CITY

FROMA1

belief, retirees were indeed will-
ing to leave their families and
cross the country to live among

their peers.
The accomplishment was not

WOOH 3JL1INIHYW/3OI440 S3IVS

lost on Webb, in fact, it was a
great source of pride. In 1962,
Webb was profiled in TIME Mag-
azine, and in that interview he
said Sun City was his greatest
achievement.

“When I see what we've built,

it's the most satisfying thing

that's ever happened to me.

An old fellow came up to me

PHOTO COURTESY DEL WEBB SUN CITIES HISTORICAL MUSEUM

once with tears in his eyes and
thanked me for building Sun
City. He said he was planning to
spend the happiest 40 years of
his life there.”

- Friday, today’s Sun City resi-
dents will have a chance to hon-
or that accomplishment.

Sun City. Fifty years later, and
still going strong.

008




VF SC

50th ANNIVERSARY

Daily N

Sun Ciity celebrates

extraordinary past, L

brilliant future’

STAFF REPORT .

After an opening ceremony earlier
this month, Sun City will officially
begin its 50th anniversary year of
celebration Friday. To mark the occa-
sion, the Sun City 50th Anniversary
Committee will play host to a party
from noon to 2 p.m. at the Bell Rec-
reation Center Social Hall, complete
with entertainment and refresh-
ments. Following the party, the Del
Webb Sun Cities Museum, located at
10801 W. Oakmont Drive, will have
an open house for those interested in
taking a trip back in time. The open
house will be from 2 to 4 p.m.

While organizers are certainly hop-
ing for a large turnout at Friday's
party, they would be crazy to expect
a turnout like Del Webb got back on
Jan. 1, 1960. When Del Webb and
his partners decided to greenlight the
active retirement community that
would become Sun City, they were
confident it would be a hit, but they
did not know what the early response

would be. Webb
worked for more
than five months
to convert a cot-
ton field into a
city, complete
with a golf course,
recreation cen-
ter, shopping center and five model
homes. With lots of press coverage
leading up to the opening weekend,
Webb said he hoped to have 10,000
people visit for opening weekend.
He was off just a little — by about
90,000.

More than 100,000 people visited
Sun City that weekend, proving to
Webb and the rest of the world that a
new era in retirement living had be-
gun. The response on Jan. 1, 1960,
proved that retiring adults wanted |
more out of their twilight years than
to sit on the couch. Those 100,000
people proved, contrary to popular

SEE SUN CITY, AS

‘ Crowds jam the streets of the infant Sun City on Jan. 1, 1960.

SUN CITY

belief, retirees were indeed will-
ing to leave their families and
cross the country to live among
their peers.

The accomplishment was not

__ THURSDAY, DEC. 31, 2009

lost on Webb, in fact, it was a
great source of pride. In 1962,
Webb was profiled in TIME Mag-
azine, and in that interview he
said Sun City was his greatest
achievement.

“When I see what we've built,
it's the most satisfying thing
that's ever happened to me.
An old fellow came up to me

PHOTO COURTESY DEL WEBB SUN CITIES HISTORICAL MUSEUM
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once with tears in his eyes and
thanked me for building Sun
City. He said he was planning to
spend the happiest 40 years of
his life there.” 1'

Friday, today's Sun City resi:\

dents will have a chance to hon
or that accomplishment.

Sun City. Fifty years later, and
still going strong. |
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\ SA‘TURDAY, JAN. 2, AND SUNDAY, JAN. 3, 2010
CELEBRATION

' FROM A1

Hundreds of people filled the social hall for two
hours of food and entertainment, highlighted by the
ringing of bells at 1 p.m. — the official anniversary time
of Sun City — and the release of 50 balloons, one for
each year. The crowd was a good one, Herrmann said,
reiterating that the committee hopes to keep attracting
new people each time.

“What we are hoping is that the ‘crowds will con-
tinue to grow as we go along,” he said. “The first few
events are always secary because you never know how
to plan. How much food to buy, that sort of thing. But
we feel like we can keep all these people coming all year
and just keep adding more and more.”

In retrospect, committee member Bill Pearson said
they wish they would have picked a different venue.

“I think we're all lamenting that we did not decide

mrmmmu NEWS—SUN

: to do this at Oakmont Recreation Center, where it all
Mary Cote reacts after she and other guests reléase, balloons during the Sun City's 50th began,” Pearson said. “But hindsight is 20/20." )
Anniversary Partyat Bell Recreation Center Socia %en Sun Cit J Fnday The ballons were ~ After the party, the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum |
fitted with tags in hopes they will be returned fr-n @ they lan L ltilad ﬁalg. open house for those interested in continuing '
: pot o s Fthe _

_ D';[;l - ' _ ‘ : ‘Anoﬂ:erreasonwewishwehadﬂﬂspaﬁyat{)ak-

; S i “mont, which is right next to the historical society,” Her-

: ] gl FortheSunCitySOthAmﬂversaxyComnﬁﬁee itis rmann “But it’ W'll

Stronq : sta“ all about building momentum. With each event, they | time.” Sl RUCILHOK. Well kpep Uiat tn Aund next

. arehopingtogetafewmorepeopleeomnnttedtoﬂae ‘ PearsonsaidthmgswﬂlcalmdownabitwimSOth

I 3 celebration. But with events early on, when that mo- anniversary festivities now that the kickoff celebrations
spurs gj}ieﬁmnn has not been established; the turnout can be L 5 i S gone. :

; ' cult to predict. Such was the case with the anniver- “There’s certainly no shortage of things to do in

i i ._ Bsga;;a}ri;ynl\lew Year's Day at the BeHRecreaﬂcn Center January, and I hope everyone will consult their calen-

=Y a [ a) 4 . dars,” Pearson said. “But we also have big plans over at

a“nlversaw # ohi Wericoncemﬁ l.?lbol'lllt this S mms%gllcgnec | the museum. The Del Webb exhibit is awesome. We're

: ¥ miftee spokesman errmann. working very hard to get people pumped up about it.”

e S SN Center closed today, we weren't sure we would be able For information, visit www.suncity50thanniversary.

R R TR to get people out here for it. But 1 think we're all very org or stop by the Sun City Visitor Center at Bell Rec-

m 201 . 5. | beppywiih the result.” ; reation Center.

SEE CELEBRATION, A5
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The Sur! City Choraliers perform during Sun City's 50th anniversary celebration at Sundial
Recreation Center Auditorium. Many more activities are planned during the yearlong fete.

Sun City marks 50 years

By Sherry Anne Rubiano
THE REPUBLIC | AZCENTRAL.COM

Sun City’s yearlong 50th birthday bash is
under way.

Wednesday's grand-opening ceremony ini-
tiated the festivities, themed “An Extraordin-
ary Past - A Brilliant Future.”

Honoring and keeping up Sun City’s heri-
tage is what this celebration is about, said Paul
Herrmann, executive director of the Sun City
Visitors Center.

Sun City captured national headlines and
became a model for other planned active-re-
tirement communities worldwide when it
opened in 1960. A

Herrmann said this is an opportunity to re-
capture the spotlight and let the world know
Sun City remains a vibrant community.

The grand-opening ceremony marked the
first of more than 20 activities commemorat-
ing Sun City’s golden anniversary in 2010.

Those who missed the kickoff have plenty
more chances to celebrate,

The next is the Sun City Anniversary Party
on Jan.1fromnoon to 2 p.m. at Bell Recreation
Center, 16820 N. 99th Ave.

Variety shows, a parade and barbecue, a
sock hop and pizza party, golf tournaments,
health and wellness programs, and other ac-
tivities are planned through January 2011

A time capsule is in the works.

The Sun City 50th anniversary committee is
asking the community for ideas on what to in-
clude. The time capsule will be sealed and put
on display in the foyer of the new Fairway Rec-
reation Center at 107th and Peoria avenues.

The time capsule will be opened at another
milestone anmniversary, possibly Sun City’s
75th birthday, according to Herrmann.

Anniversary souvenirs, including T-shirts,

How to get involved

There are many ways residents and busi-
nesses can participate in Sun City’s 50th anni-
versary. They can help fundactivities by pur-
chasing a $50 Proud Sponsor decal. The
decals will be available all through 2010.

Also, organizers are recruiting volunteers
on an ongoing basis, About 100 volunteers
have signed up so far to help out at various
events.

Call the Sun City Visitors Center at 623-
977-5000, visit suncity50thanniversary.org,
or e-mail suncity50thanniversary@cox.net to
learn more.

cups, visors and an anniversary magazine, will
be available at each event and at the Sun City
Visitors Center, 99th Avenue and Bell Road.

Groups like the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society are participating.

The society plans to host an open house Jan.
1 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at its 10801 Oakmont
Drive headquarters, which has been renamed
the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum.

The building is among the five original
home models that opened Jan. 1, 1960.

During the open house, there will be enter-
tainment and refreshments.

Visitors can view a new Del Webb exhibit,
which opens this month.

David Verble, president of the historical so-
ciety, considers the 50th anniversary a once-
in-a-lifetime experience.

“We're trying to do as much as we can to
make it a successful celebration and com-
memoration within the commuaity and make
it something that will be worth participating
in,” he said.
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Anniversary parade

weaves through
Sun City today

The Sun City Posse will be pro-
viding significant traffic control as-
sistance during the Sun City 50th
Anniversary Parade today.

For the Sun City 50th Anni-
versary Parade, Sun City Posse

the parade route to assist with
seeurity along the parade route

" PARADE

FROM A1

and traffic control for 62 in-
dividual intersections. Posse
members also will be available
to provide assistance in the
event that parade attendees
have emergency needs.
Assisting the Sun City
Posse will be posse members
from Westbrook Village, Su

Traffic

members will be stationed along

Saturday, March 13, 2010 ;

MOLLIE J. HBILY NEWS-SUN
Christine Caffey, left, Frank Lueth and Diana Strefeler decorate one of several golf carts in garden themes
Thursday for today’s Sun City 50th Anniversary Parade.

L1}

warning

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Betty Johnson, left Fran Ellis and Arlene Crary decorate their
Rosie the Riveter float Thursday. for today’s Sun City 50th

SEEPARADE A5  Anniversary Parade.

City West and the North Val-
ley Posse.

Posse members receive exten-
sive training in traffic control.
Such training includes class-
room as well as actual street
experience in handling various
traffic control situations. _

The Posse is encouraging
people to set up shop on the
sidewalks along the parade
route. Chairs should be placed
on the sidewalk and not on the
street.

The parade will start at
the Bell Recreation Center at
10 a.m. The route will travel
across Hutton Drive to Del
Webb Boulevard to La Ronde
Centre, proceeding east on
Talisman Drive toward Boswell
Boulevard where it will dis-
perse near Sundial Recreation -
Center. The parade is expected
to end around noon. A barbe-
cue and other festivities will be
featured from noon to 4 p.m. at

. Sundial.
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City’s 50 years begins

By Bill Pearson

Imagine the sheer terror in the minds of
the Devco employees as they gathered the
night before the grand opening of Sun City.

Sitting around the Kings Inn on New
Year’s Eve, each had to ponder their fate if
they had to explain to their boss, Del Webb,
how wrong they were about trying to create
some kind of magical, mystical retirement
community in the middle of the desert.

Today, we look back on that magnificent
moment in time and celebrate the genius
of risk takers who changed the face of re-
tirement. They took us from rocking chairs
to a robust and rollicking good time as we
aged. One hundred thousand people toured
the Sun City model homes over that three
day grand opening and retirement has never
looked the same since.

In honor of those who had the intestinal
fortitude to build it and the remarkable resil-
iency of those who moved here and shaped
it, 2010 will be dedicated to them. We have
set the course with a year-long celebration
in memory and tribute to those pioneers
who took a chance and gave us all some-
thing very special.

* The fun began Jan. 1 at the Bell Recre-
ation Center social halls, 16820 N. 99th Ave.,
with an anniversary party to commemorate
opening day. Beginning at noon and running

 for two hours attendees laughed, sang and
remembered what a special day it was. Cake
and ice cream was servéd, along with the
Sun Cities School Board Quartet serenading
the crowd. Immediately following that, the
party rmoved on to the Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum (next door to the Oakmont Rec-
reation Centers, 10725 W. Oakmont Drive)
where there was an open house through
4:30 p.m. (music and treats included).

* At Bell Lanes/La Petite Restaurant,
16820 N. 99th Ave., and Lakeview Lanes/
Mojoe’s Restaurant, 10502 W. Thunderbird
Blvd., ran a 50-cent special. From 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. bowling was 50 cents per line and hot
dogs and soda were available for that same
half a dollar each. This event was open to
Sun City rec card holders and their guests.

 Starting with a social hour 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 27 the Sun City Life Long
Learning Clib and the Del Webb Sun Cities
Museumn will host a magnificent historical

GUEST
Commentary

Bill Pearson

presentation  on
how Sun City came
to be. This presen-
tation is free and
refreshments  will
be served so plan
on stopping in for
the fast moving
three hour session.
Admittance is lim- :
ited to the first 250 people. -

* The 50-mile challenge is slated to begin
the first week of February so stay tuned as
those details are announced.

These are just a handful of events from
the jam-packed calendar in our 50th anniver-
sary souvenir booklet program. If you do not
have one, they are available, along with our
souvenir shirts, caps and other items, at the
Sun City Visitor Center. It is open Monday-

Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Or for more details °

visit our website at www.suncity50thanni-
versary.org.

‘Happy New Year from all of us at the 50th
Anniversary Committee

" Editor’s Note: Mr. Pearsen is Sun City
50th Anniversary Committee publicity chair-
man.
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This 1960 photograph shows opening day in Sun City. More than 100 000 people
| visited that weekend and 237 homes were sold.

Golden anniversary party
about ready in Sun Clty

By Sherry Anne Rubnmo
. THE REPUBLIC | AZCENTRAL.COM

The wait is nearly over. Sun City’s gold-
en anniversary celebration officially
kicks off Wednesday.

The grand-opening ceremony will be 1
to 3:30 p.m. at Sundial Auditorium, 14801
N. 103rd Ave. The ceremony will feature
free entertainment and presentations to
mark Sun City’s 50th anniversary, which

officially falls on Jan. 1.

| The Sun Cities Area Historical Society
will give a tribute to Del E. Webb, Sun
City’s founder. There will be appearances
by Marshall Trimble, Arizona’s official
state historian, and Dolan Ellis, Arizona’s
official state balladeer. The event also
will feature the Luke Air Force Base Col-
or Guard, carolers, a barbershop quartet,
and a raffle for a new golf cart.

“We're just trying to get people ex-
cited,” said Paul Herrmann, executive di-
rector of the Sun City Visitors Center.
“We wanted to get things kicked off early
before the holidays got in full swing.”

Other activities, including a golf tour-
nament at Sun City Country Club and a
holiday event at Lakeview Center, are
scheduled the rest of the week to contin-
ue the celebration.

These are the first of more than 20 spe-

_,24._‘5everal acttwtles are planned next week
-t oetebrate Sun City's upcoming 50th

~ anniversary. | For more information, visit
_.sunmtySOthanmversary org or call 623—

:30 p.m. Wednesday at Sundlal Au-
itorium, 14801 N. 10_3rdAvg_: -

 1230p p.m. shotgun start Thursday at

- Sun City Country Club, 9433 N. 107th
. _Ave The tournament is sold out.

- Sun City Holiday Celebration

- 4to 7 p.m. Friday at Lakeview Center,
10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd. Free event
3 }featurlng Santa displays, musical per-
“rmances games and refreshments. .

ca SunC”ty 50th aﬁnwersary comm:ttee :_

cial events planned to commemorate Sun
City’s historic birthday: The Sun City
50th anniversary committee has orga-

nized dances, variety shows, health and -

wellness programs, a parade and barbe-
cue, golf tournaments, and additional ac-
tivities through January 2011.
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www.yourwestvalley.com

Friday, January 1, 2010

50th ANNIVERSARY
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VF

Remember when

| DAILY NEWS-SUN FILE PHOT
John Meeker, third from left, joins other Del Webb officials in cutting the ribbon at the grand opening of Lakeview Recreation
Center in 1971.

JANUARY 50TH ANNIVERSARY EVENTS

i

Pt

Jan 1 7 Dél We'bbh Sun Cities Mds'eu;n Open House 2 pm - 4 pm @ Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum

Chamber Music West, Ying Quartet
(Contact Church for details) ;
i % 1 i g 3 i

- o bt b0 fomehiaas B
Jan 13 - Nutrition & Fitness Program - Free 10-11 am & 7 pm - 8 pm @Sundial
(Banner Boswell Presentation) East Hall

- 5:30 pm @ Faith Presbyterian (Con-

an 1 Buffet & Entertainment Great thtle
tact Church for details)

Balloon Company

Jan 16 Picklbll Fun Day h 1 pm -3 pm @ Mountain View

Jan 19 Can Am Games Lawn Bowls it 10 am & 2 prﬁ @ Fairway, Mountin
View, Oakmont

Jan 27 Stromperz Dixie Jazz - Free Show 4 pm @Sundial

Jan 28 a Bffet & ntai;'umen Glass Harmonica Lynn 5:30 pm @ Faith Presbyterian
Drye (Contact Church for details)
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0 years ago, Sun City, Ariz.,, opened as the hot )
1ew model for US retirement commumtles
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Seniors still having

fun in the sun

By BILL GLAUBER
bglauber@journalsentinel.com
un City, Ariz. — Pat Maier is a snowbird.
Every autumn, the 72-year-old flees the cold of Elkhorn, Wis.,
and enjoys six months of leisure in Sun City. She walks along
the broad streets, goes bowling at a local recreation center, and
plays golf on courses that roll through neighborhoods like wall-to-
wall carpeting.

The other day, she joined a golf foursome that included a
93-year-old man.

“He shot par on the first four holes,” Maier says. “He was
a better golfer than me.”

Like the seniors who have flocked here for decades, Sun
City is aging well. America’s first active adult community
for retirees hits late middle age, turning 50 on Friday.

On Jan. 1, 1960, the modern way of American retirement was
born with the opening of Sun City, a new community carved from
the desert, 12 miles northwest of downtown Phoenix. The cre-
ation of the city was nothing less than a social phenomenon, a
new way to live into old age.

Please see RE“RE‘!ENT.IM
Golf cart crossing signs are visible in Sun City.

JSOnline.com
To view a slide show, visit www.jsoline.com/photos.

Pat Maier (left)
of Elkhorn and
Ken Klein of
Whitewater
walk around
their winter
neighborhood
in Sun City,
Ariz., this week
without need
for snow boots.

From page 1

RETIREMENT

Sun Clty |
turns 50 |
today

It was a different time, a
different country. Dwight
Eisenhower was in the
White House. John F. Kenne-
dy was on the cusp of an-
nouncing his historic candi- ,
dacy. And Elvis Presley was
in the midst of a two-year
hitch in the U.S. Army.

New York was still tf.‘g
country’s most populous
state as America’s popula-
tion surged to 179 million.
There were 16 million
Americans 65 years of age
and older.

For many back then, the
notion of a long, comfortable
retirement was almost un-
heard of.

- A half-century later, near-
ly everything has changed.
The country’s population
has tilted west and south
and soared to more than 300
million people. And the

population of seniors age 65
illnd over reached 36.8 mil-

on.

Sun City grows up

Sun City, built over nearly |
two decades, has long since |
grown to full maturity with
single-story homes, asphalt
roads, shopping centers,
condos, apartments, assis-
ted-living facilities, a hospi-
tal recreatmn centers and

e e
—_——




Ed Allen, 75, who moved to Sun City West in 1996 after retiring from
Milwaukee's Allen-Bradley, volunteers at the historical sociel_ir.

Around here, a second car

/15 a golf cart and the cardiac
softball tournament is open

to guys with stents, bypasses
and a history of cardiac
events.

This is fun-in-the-sun for
those 55 and over.

About 40,000 people live
here now — median age 72 —
some following in the foot-
steps of parents and grand-
parents who settled here
decades before.

Rolling back through the
years, the creation of Sun
City appears so seamless
now. The combination of
demographics, pensions,
increased life expectancy
and the rise of jet-age travel
triggered a new way to look
at old age.

But in its time, Sun City
was truly revolutionary. The
first residents saw them-
selves as pioneers, even if
they did swing golf clubs
instead of axes.

It showed Americans that
after a lifetime of work, you
could break free of old
homes, communities and

climate and navigate your
way through the so-called
golden years. |

“It gave a whole new di-
mension of an active retire-
ment,” says Ed A].len,;] 5, a
former Milwaukee resident
who now volunteers at the
Sun Cities Area Historical
Society. ‘

In 1996, Allen moved with
his wife to Sun City West —
the area’s second big retire-
ment community — two
weeks after retiring as vice
president of corporate com-
munications from Allen-
Bradley. ¢

He’'s among thousands of
former Wisconsin residents
who have made their way
here over the decades. The
number of Wisconsin na-
tives is so large that there is
an annual Wisconsin Day
celebration with bands, brer
and brats.

families, head to a w:imer

A dream for the masses

Sun City wasn't America’s
first master-planned retire-
ment community. But what

R

Sun City did was bring a
dream of retirement to the
masses through a combina-

tion of marketing savvy and

heavy construction.

It was the brainchild of
the Del E. Webb Develop-
ment Co.

In his time, Del Webb was
one of America’s biggest
movers and shakers, a 19th-
century man who put his

Y. S M

In balmy Sun
City, it's not
hard to find 2
place to play

LAURA SEGALL /§

Born in California in 1889,
tall and lanky, an ex-semi-
pro baseball player turned

| carpenter, Webb came to

' Phoenix after a serious bout
of typhoid fever. He started a
contracting business and
struck it rich during World
War II.

golf this week.

His firm built air bases, as
well as a sprawling intern-
ment camp for Japanese

% Americans. Later, he helped

put the glitz into Las Vegas,
constructing the Flamingo,
which was overseen by mob-

#||ster Ben (Bugsy) Siegel.

Webb was also part owner of

§ [the New York Yankees.

\ But Webb’s lasting monu-
ment was Sun City and a

.| brand of retirement commu-

nities planted throughout
the United States. By 2001,
the Del Webb Corp. was
merged with Pulte Homes
Inc.

Webb, who died in 1974,
selected one of his compa-
Iny’s vice presidents, Thomas

. Breen, to oversee the Sun

ity project. Breen con-

ulted with experts in geriat-

ics, visited places such as

t. Petersburg, Fla., where

1der people lived in room-
ing houses, and came up
with plans for the new city.

Another Webb associate,
‘John Meeker, enhanced the
project by focusing on the
sense of community with the
addition of clubs that ca-
tered to the social needs and
| hobbies of the new residents.
. “They realized that people

didn’t want to sit on their
hands,” Allen says. “They
wanted an active, fun life-
style.”

Built on volunteers

At 8 a.m. on Jan. 1, 1960,
Sun City opened to prospec-
tive buyers, with five model
homes — priced from $8,500

'to $11,750 — a shopping cen-
ter and a golf course on dis-
play.
Over the first 72 hours,
more than 100,000 people
wandered through the site

. and 237 homes were sold.

| Tosee Sun City now, a
half-century later, is to see
what amounts to a 1960s-
style development, with
spacious lots and modest
ranch homes, neighborhoods
cloaked behind walls that
hide major roadways.

JAA Friday. January 1, 2010

Vance Cole-

man, 79, a
former Mil-
waukee resi-
dent who
served in
government
and the mil-
itary, says Su
City hasn't
been pub-
licized
enough.
“Once people
come here,
they love it”
he says.




But the essential ingredi-
ents of Sun City, both then
and now, are the residents.
They call this a city of volun-
teers, and for good reason.
Sun City is unincorporated
| Residents volunteer for
. everything from making
sure the sidewalks are clean
to joining a neighborhood
watch group.

Decades after its founding,
people still arrive.

Maier and her partner,
Ken Klein of Whitewater,
Wis., came here in 2001. She
was drawn by memories of
coming to Sun City years
before, visiting an aunt and
uncle with her children and
her now-deceased husband.
He was attracted by the
warmth and the dozens of
activities available, such as
water aerobics and bowling.

“I grew up in Superior,”
Klein says. “I've been think-
ing about a warm-weather
retirement for many, many
years.”

A new generation
| Sun City is changing with
the times. Several of the
city’s recreation centers
have been modernized, huge
pools, elaborate weight
rooms and well-stocked craft
shops drawing the athletic
and the artistic. The new
growth sport is mini-tennis,
or pickle ball.

The housing bubble and
bust hit here, too, though not
as severely as the rest of
Arizona.

“We bought a house two
years ago before the big
price slide,” Klein says. “We
paid $189,000. If we got
$145,000 for it now, we’d be
lucky.”

But Klein doesn’t plan on
selling. He's poised for a long
retirement.

The question that looms
over Sun City is, how will

the community attract the
next generation of retirees,
the boomers?

Many boomers are still
looking at depleted nest
eggs, 401(k)s. The whole
notion of a retirement built
around an endless season of
golf may not be as attractive
to the boomers as it was to
their parents and grandpar-
ents.

When can boomers retire?

R. Gillie Stephan Jr., 79, a
Milwaukee native who has
lived in Sun City since the
1980s and who runs the an-
hual Wisconsin Day celebra-
tion, isn’t sure the city will
appeal to the boomers.

. “I see them active in walk-
ing and exercising,” he says.
“They do not get into the
clubs like woodworking or
the metal shop. The boomers
to me are independent.”

He wonders whether the
boomers will be able to re-
tire anytime soon.

“Do they have the money
to retire?” he says. “Will
they have to get their Social

. Security and continue to

work? I don’t know. I came
down here at 55. I don’t
think they’ll do that.”

The new retirees also
reflect a nation far more
diverse than generations

' past. Sun City reflects an

older, mainly white Ameri-
ca.

Among the handful of
African-Americans who
have settled in Sun City is
Vance Coleman, 79, a former
Milwaukee resident who
served in government and
the military.

“This place hasn’t been
publicized too much,” he
says. “And it needs to be.
Once people come here, they
love it. It’s clean, quiet, se-
cure and inexpensive. The
real selling point is the pop-
ulation. It’s easy to get along
here.”

Coleman says the city’s
future remains bright be-
cause the formula for retire-
ment works: sun, recreation

I and friendship.

“No snow and no stress,”
he says. “Gosh, it’s just so
relaxing.”




Parade peeps to
pound SC streets

By Rusty Bradshaw
Independent Newspapers

The camels are coming — and so are the
Shriners, Cooties and Pony Express.

Sun City streets will carry about 100
entires in the 50th anniversary parade Sat-
urday, March 13. The 3.3-mile route will be-
gin at Bell Recreation Center, 16820 N. 99th
Ave., and go down Hutton Drive to Del Webb
Boulevard, turning onto Tailsman Road and
proceeding to Bo-
swell Boulevard,
ending at Sundial
Recreation Center,
14801 N. 103rd Ave.

“We're  pretty
excited about the
parade,” said Sun
City resident Warren
Clucker, 50th Anni-
versary Committee chairman. “This is a big
parade, almost too big."”

-The parade begins at-10-a:m. and will
take approximately two hours. The parade
route will be blocked off from traffic for the
safety of those entered. But the parade will
travel on one two-lane side of Del Webb
Boulevard while the other side will be open
to traffic, Mr. Clucker explained.

The parade theme is “As time marches
on,” reflecting time passing through the
25th, 40th and 50th anniversary thresholds
leading toward Sun City’s 100th birthday in
2060, according to Mr. Clucker.

There will be two camels in the parade
along with the Wells Fargo stagecoach and
the Oscar Meyer Weinermobile, he said.
Other notable entires include the Sun City
Bocce Club displaying flags from all 50 states,
the Dysart High School marching band, the
CARS Club of Sun City, VFW No. 1433 “Coo-
ties,” the Sun City Elks, 10 Ms. Senior Ari-
zonas, the Scottsdale Horse Drill Team, the
Comancheros (the Pony Express riders) and
the Sun City Poms. Sun City Independent
will also have an entry in the parade.

See Parade — Page 20
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March 10, 2010

Parade

Continued From Page 1

Leading the festivities will be the Luke Air
Force Base color guard and grand marshals
Dolan Ellis and Marshall Trimble, who will
perform at the afternoon barbeque in the
Sundail parking lot following the parade.
The Sundial Men's Club will be selling brats
and chips for $2, and pop, beer and water
for $1 at the barbecue.

District 9 Rep. Debbie Lesko (R-Glendale)
and Maricopa County District 4 Supervisor
Max Wilson will also be in the parade.

“We are looking for someone willing to
videotape the entire parade so we can have
this great event recorded for history.” Mr.
Clucker said.

Anyone interested in performing this task
is encouraged to contact Pat Clucker at 623-
977-2128.

Committee officials also still need volun-
teers, some with golf cars. Prospective vol-
unteers can also call Mrs. Clucker.

Parade awards will be presented during
the barbecue at Sundail, Mr. Clucker said.

Roval Oaks Life Care Community is a
major sponsor of the parade and Setterberg
Jewelers will sponsor the barbecue, Mr.
Clucker said.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum

at www.newszap.com. News Editor Rusty

Bradshaw can be reached at 623-445-2725 or

rbradshaw @newszap.com.
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Submitted Photo

Orchestra celebrates with concert

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of Sun City, the Sun City Chamber Orchestra will perform a concert
7 p.m. March 16 at the Sundial Auditorium, 14801 N. 103rd Ave. This group of musicians plays for |
schools, assisted living centers, local musical organizations, holiday celebrations and the Sun City |
recreation centers. The March concert features music for all tastes, including popular, classical, and

patriotic music. This concert will be free to all, but a small donation may be made to cover the cost |
of new music.
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A golden celebration begins!
A special 50th anniversary party was Jan. 1 at Bell Recreation Center,
16820 N. 99th Ave., to mark the official golden anniversary of Sun City. The
community first opened to the public Jan. 1, 1960. The event attracted sev-
eral hundred residents who were treated to birthday cake and refreshments,
speeches and music by a barbershop quartet. Paul Herrmann, executive -
director of the Sun City Visitors Center, left, welcomed attendees. Volun-
teers serving anniversary cake were, above right, from left, Jolene Wolzen, -
_Nancy Grubb and Charlene Ewen. The Sun Cities School Board Quartet per-
- formed several numbers in front of a slide show depicting the life of Sun
City Founder Del Webb. Quartet members, below right, from left, were Dave
Tague, Ken Corns, Doug Campbell and Bud Heterman. ‘ Y

: Photds'by Bret McKeand

Museum marks anniversary

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum opened its doors Jan. 1 to mark the 50th anniversary of the opening of Sun City. The museum,
 located at 10801 Oakmont Drive, is located in one of the model homes first visited by curious buyers on Jan. 1, 1960. The home
has been restared lo its original condition and today includes exhibits and artifacts showcasing the history of the Sun Cities. A
crowd of nearly 400 attended the open house. Bill Pearson, left, president of the Sun Cities Area Historical Society, welcomes
Dwight Loekhart to the event. The Vintage Voices, above, right, provided barbershop-harmony entertainment. Incredibly, quartet
member Joe Salz, second from left, also performed at the house on opening day in 1960. ‘
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P!ease be brief (no more than 300 words for lettersand 700
words for my views) and type or print name, address, city and -

: le \; ‘/ phone number for verification. Letters and call-in comments
may be edited for clarity and Iength _—

Webbs vision is more than Just
‘new way of llfe for semors__

mrm et
Pusucmcommmmmmmm
SUN CITY 50TH ANNIVERSARY .
Del Webb said he wanted to
“build a new way of life for seniors.
Little did he  on opening day
Jan. 1, 1960, that it would bec
. ﬁleco-,ﬁ_'_

‘ ant Fc Drive. The
: ay e feature a “Trip
Down Memory Lane” with photos
Sun Cities history ’I‘here wﬂl be

: Viore impor-
tantly, his dream for an ‘active adul
lifestyle within the walls of Sun City
is still going strong

Jan. 1, 2010 marks 50 years of
unequaled An-

yearlong celebration to ?ﬁendr those ary
who made Sun City work. Webb, his ‘will have its next o

; pen meeting Jan.
employees and hundreds of thou- 27 at the new Fairway Rec Center
sands ofr&%:ients all played rﬁ_es ~ starting at 2 p.m. in the Arizona

in : - 7w -

‘Now it is yourtum”sﬁg City. room.
With the Opening ceremonies out of o
the way, every month there will be

remember. January is an especially
busy 1 month with more than: R
events listed on fhe calendar

?o’ii‘

asﬂ%g!alhourﬁ’omStOSSOP.
rograrn for the full schedul’ with the session lasting until 9
?fagé} don't have one, they are avail- 1he eventis open. to the public and
able at the Sun City Visitor Center). be a great time. fo
We kick off the mont.h s events
with the Annive Party .
at the Bell Social Ha]l 1
noon and go until 2 p.m. There will
be free cake, ite cream, entertain-

monitors’ ,gtanons asy ents
e fitness cente e event wﬂ! .

sion of the pro - wewlll move ’. [ tim
the party to the oﬂginal model

home next to Oakmon eation in,
Center. The Del Webb ie life

Lanes/I.a Petite Rﬁi‘aurant an(i
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( HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: CELEBRATIONS BEGIN

. Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw
Edison Allen narrates a history of Del Webb as part of the Sun City’s 50th Anniversary grand opening
program. The event kicked off the yearlong celebration of Sun City as the world's first active retire-
ment community. See more photos on Page 17. ‘
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Anniversary merits return engagement

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Joe Salz sang with a Phoenix
barbershop quartet 50 years

ago in front of Sun City’s first

model homes.

He returns to the site Friday
and joins The Vintage Voices
for a performance from 2:30
to 3:30 p.m. in front of the Del

Webb Sun Cities Museum, the -

model home at 10801 W. Oak-
mont Ave. .

The Vintage Voices, a quar-
tet from the Sun Cities Chap-
ter Desert Aires Barbershop
Chorus, = recently

District Division Five Bash.
Other quartet members include

Ralph Brooks, Bob Riedel and

Bill Shaw.
The Sun Cities Area Histori-

crowned
champions of the Far Western

cal Society will host the first of
several open houses during the
anniversary year at the newly
designated Del Webb Sun Cit-
ies Museum following the Sun
Cities 50th Anniversary Party
at Bell Recreation Center. Re-
freshments will be served and

'_docents will provide commen-

tary in the model home from 2
to 4 p.m. on New Year's Day.
The museum is home to the
historical society.

“We are delighted to have
Joe back in front of the hoy se
where it all began 50

‘aga. We h0pe you will stop by

and see us,” said Bill Pearson,
president of the historical soci-

‘ety trustees.

~ Saltz began singing in the
first grade in Dubuque, Iowa,

and moved up to the high
school choir, glee club, church
choir. and barbershop quar-
tet. He and a buddy moved to
Phoenix in 1950 and installed
jungle-gym equipment at the
Madison School District in
120-degree weather, which set.
a record that year.

In 1955 he joined the Phoe-
nicians Barbershop and sang
with the Desert Knights, the
group hired to sing on opening
day of Sun City in 1960.

“Actually, this New Year's
Day will be the third time I've

‘sung officially in Sun City for

a special Del Webb event. Our
Desert Knights and The Cop- -
per Belles were invited to per-
form at a Nov. 27, 1960, holi-
day event,” he recalled.

Thursday, December 31, 2009




colxste
community’s turn

BILL PEARSON
PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN
50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE

As I was leaving the Sun City
Home Owners Association the
other day, an old friend stopped
me and asked why nothing was
going on with the 50th Anniver-
sary? I was stunned. For those
of us who have been shaping the
coming year's events, we're feeling
like nothing else exists.
~Then it struck me, the commit-
tee is too close to what's happen-
ing and most of the community
has been too far removed from it.
The good news is that's all about
to change. With the opening cere-
monies just weeks away, Sun City
residents will take center stage.

To better understand where we
are, what is going on and what
residents can do, we are having
a Town Hall Meeting Wednesday.
The get-together will be in Lake-
view Social Halls and will begin at
2 p.m. Anyone who wants to get a
sneak peek at the first two months
of the celebration should drop in
and see what's on the calendar,

For those who can't make it, we
will be delivering a 60-page pro-

- gram to your doorstep Dec. 5 in

the Daily News-Sun supplement.
Every resident will get one and
it will provide a clear snapshot

of what we have been doing and
better yet, what you can do for the
next 14 months.

One thing is clear, this is a
community celebration and there
is no way, let me repeat no way,
the 50th Anniversary Committee
can do all of the things we have
planned.

We have been blessed with
some great volunteers to date, but
we still need hundreds more as
we move through the year. What
makes this so fun is we have
enough options that volunteers

_can get in at whatever commit-

ment level they chose.

Just to whet your appetite,
there are three kick-off events in
less than a month. The biggest
is the opening ceremony Dec. 9
at Sundial. We have seating for

pre— &y 1,800 so
i plan on be-
ing there ear-
ly; it starts
at 1 p.m. and
runs until
3:30. On the
10th is the
first of three
golf tourna-
ments, and

- it is sold-out: So; be sure to get in~

early on the other two. Nextup is
the Sun City Parade of Boats on
the 11th. The Lakeview gathering
will be loads of fun, and we will

be serving Rock Spring Pie and
several other great surprises.

The year's festivities have been
built around the theme of an ac-
tive retirement community. Clubs,
organizations, churches and busi-
nesses have embraced the celebra-
tion in the last two months, and
that have left all of us delighted.
We are coming together and the

only piece left in the puzzle is the

residents and how they will fit in.'
Join us on Wednesday to see what
you can do. And if you miss us
there, check our Web site at www.
suncity50thanniversary.org/ .

As always, we have T-shirts,
raffle tickets, golf shirts, caps,
visors, decals, and an assortment
of other 50th anniversary memo-
rabilia. You can purchase them at
the Visitors Center or at the meet-
ing Wednesday. Residents bore
the brunt of the initial financial -
support and with every item you-
buy, we can do more things with
the events we put on.

Let me just close by thanking
every business, club and orga-
nization for buying an ad in the
Anniversary Program. Your sup-
port has allowed us to produce
a first-class piece of work that
will be used by residents for the
entire celebration. And a special
thanks to the Daily News-Sun for _
its partnership in bringing this all
together.

See you all Wednesday and if we
miss you there, there's no ques-
tion we will be seeing you during
the celebration. : :
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NORTHWEST

VALLEY NEWS
Sun City hosting 50th
anniversary party Jan. 1

Sun City’s golden-anniversary celebration
continues Jan. 1, the official date of Sun City’s
50th birthday. Community members are in-
vited to mark the special occasion at an anni-
versary party at the Bell Recreation Center.

- Sherry Anne Rubiano,
The Republic/azcentral.com,

Opening day -
on Jan. 1,
1960, brought
thousands of
people to view
new model
homes in Sun
City.

SUN CITIES AREA
HISTORICAL

s HA

sherryanne.rubiano@arizonarepublic.com

Party details

» What: Sun City Anniver-
sary Party.

» When: Noon to2p.m.
Jan. 1.

» Where: Bell Recreatlon
Center Social Halls, 16820
N. 99th Ave.

» Activities: Entertainment
and refreshments.

» Cost: Free.

Anniversary

. The Sun City Anniversary
..« Party is one of several events
* planned for the yearlong cele-
~ bration. A parade and barbe-

. cue, a sock hop and pizza

party, golf tournaments, va-

riety shows, health and well-

‘ness programs and other ac-

tivities are scheduled
throughout 2010.

* Sun City

History .,
Sun City opened on Jan. 1,
1960. More than 100,000

~ people showed up the first

weekend to view the original
five model homes in a new
community designed for ac-
tive adults. Sun City captured
national headlines and be-
came a model for other
planned active-retirement -

.communities worldwide.. ...

SOCIETY

More Information
Visit www. suncnySOthanm-

versary.org or call the Sun '
City Visitors Ce