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Community celebrates 55th birthday on Jan. 1, 2015 

(Celebrations ... throughout the years. Sun <;ity resid~nts have always enjoyed celebrating their com­
munity's anniversary. The Del ~ebb Corporation offic1a!ly ?Pened t_he doors t_o the nation's very firs! 
active-adult ret irement community on Jan. 1, _1960. Wh1I~ 1t was still developing Sun City, the Webb 
Corporation made it a point to host a comm unity celebration at the start of every new year. Later once 

the company departed the communi!Y, celebrations were hel~ less frequent!y, w ith the largest community-wide 
celebrations held in 1985 (Silver Anmvers~ry), _2~00 ( 40t_h ~nmversary) and 1!1 20_10 (Golden Anniversary). Year 
I : Ralph Harley, left, president of the Sun City Civic Assoc1at1o_n, an? Tom ~ustin w ith the Webb Corporation, hold 
a first-anniversary birthday cake on Jan. 1, 1961. Year 2 : Unidentified residents mark Sun City 's second anniver­
sary with another, larger cake. Year 5: The cake grows even l_arger! In 1965, Del Webb (left) cuts a five-tier cake 
while Mel and Etta Phelps (in costume) look on_. ~rs. Phelps die~ in 1987 at age 97. Year 10: Myron Floren, popu­
lar accordionist from the Lawrence Welk te!ev1s1on s~ow headlined a concert_ at the Sun Bowl to mark the IOth 
anniversary in 1970. Year 10: The Webb Sp1!1ner, an in-house Web_~ Corporation ne~sletter, celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of its most famous development m the Ja~~ary _I 970 ed1t!on. Year 20: Re~1de!1ts staged a community 
variety show at Sundial Recreation Center .. Year 25: l he Silver Anniversary celebration included a large parade 
ancl recognition on "Good Morning, Amenca." ~ear 30: Stars_ from ~e Lawrence Welk show again per form at 
the Sun Bowl. Year 40: A special commemorat~ve co<;>kbook 1s published. Year 50: The community celebrates 
its golden anniversary with a number of events, mcludmg a parade and a salute to developer Del E. Webb. 
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PIIOTOS BY ASHLEY LOWERY/DAILY NEWS-SUN 
The Sun Cities/Youngtown Special Activity Center friendship 
float, left, heads down the street during the Sun City 50th An­
niversary Parade Saturday. Above, Mary Mahan, Ann Peterson 
and Lydia Jaurez, from left, cheer parade participants. See related 
story, more pictures,A6 



VF SC Anniversaries Sun City Independent 1.25.2012 

24 . SUN CITY INDEPENDENT . January 2~. 2012 

C/l n 

~ 
I-'· 
ro 
(/l 

H 

g, 
.@ 

[ 
0 
rt 
I-' 

N 
u, 

N 
0 
I-' 
N 



VF SC AnniYersaries - 52nd Sun City Independent - January 25, 2012 

SUN CITY INDEPENDENT 

THE NATION'S FIRST ACTIVE ADULT RETIREMENT COMMUNITY CELEBRATES ITS 52ND ANNIVERSARY! 
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Support unbiased, 
local journalism! 

This is Sun City's 
own newspaper ..• 

We promote com01unity 
submissions, voices 

,nd a<;tlon. 

Thank you. 
Vol. 51, No. 51 
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NEWS 
SOURCE 

2011 Review: A look back on year of changes 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun City residents saw a number of 
changes throughout 2011, and some 
may be looking optimistically toward 

2012 while others may be breathing a sigh 
of relief as the year of change is now his• 
tory. 

The national and Valley economy contin­
ues to struggle and tight financial times im­
pacted many issues in the community. Other 
hot topics surrounding residents' quality of 
life had an impact. 

January 
• Several businesses in small Sun City 

community shopping centers were hit by 
burglaries prior to and following Christmas 
and News Year's Day. While the crime spree 
made some nervous, they also learned 
some valuable lessons about protecting 
their assets. 

• Residents debated the value of social 
gathering places in the community. While 
there was general agreement on the con­
cept, finding the best location proved diffi­
cult. 

• Residents asked the Recreation Centers 
of Sun City Board of Directors to reconsider 
some decisions made in 2010. Among those 
decisions were increasing the membership 
meeting quorum requirement to 1,250, the 
approach to renters, straight sheet tee time 
scheduling and allowing golf maintenance 
workers to play at no charge. 

See Review - Page 6 

Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
Above, clockwise: Peoria police pursued a stolen vehicle on Union HIiis Drive In March and caught the suspect In the backyard of a Sun City home -
with the help of a former law enforcement officer and longtime volunteer for the Sheriff's Posse of Sun City.; Problems with county permits delayed the 
planned July opening of the Fairway Recreation Center phase two renovation. The delay was first thought to be a few weeks, but the structure did not 
get a temporary certificate of occupancy until October.; Lawn bowlers turned out in force to protest RCSC plans to close the lawn bowl green at Oak­
mont Recreation Center. RCSC officials promised to keep the green open through April 30, 2012 and will continue to study all lawn bowling facilities. -
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Review 
ContinuPd From I'ag·e l 

February 
• Sun City resfdcnL<; and orgaruzations 

joined others i11 tlw f\orthwest Vcillev on a 
regionaf.committee !>eekmg opiums (or pub 
lie trruLc;pr)rlation after Sun l 'itv /\.rca Transit 
,xasc<f opcrati m n Dl'rl·mb~!;. 20 I 0. 

• Sun ( ily l'osst> offloals encouraged 

j 
res'c'lents to start a Block \.va1d1 in their 
11t'1ghborhoods and M<1ricopa County Slwr 
ift's O!fitj.• ~tepped up mvestigativ~ effort~ 
after residential bur~laries began to rise in 
thl' communitv 

• Res1dt>nis expc>r1cnced :;ub-freezing 
j temperatures, ptompting a number of sub. 

mit photos of i~e-enca<;ed fountains and 
<tlher winter oddities in Arizona: 

• A judge denied l nion I lill'l Count} Club 
officials in ttielr la'J\.-suit agai11st some hon\­
eowners fronting the golf course and the dc­
cLc;ion shelved plans to build condominium 
units on a portion of country dub .land. The 
dub, straddling Vnion Hills Drive with half in 
Ptioria and half in Sun Cily, dra1Ns members 
from throughout lhc Northwest valley. With 
their lawsuit, club officiat5 tried to convinc"'­
homeowncrs Lo ~ign a waiver allowing the 
constructiorr, but a sn1.1II numher resiste<l. 

• Sun City Fire D1stri, t officials ne!lotiah.>d 
the sale of a piect• of land in Youngtown with 
the anticipation of relocating one o: iL< fin· 
stations there. The forn'lcr Tequilla Willy's 
property 13232 N. 111th Ave., will be the 
future home of Station No. 13.3, 1301:l N. 
111th Ave. But no firm date for construction 
was determined. 

• Oaiming it wac; structurally unsound, 
the Recreation Centers <Jr Sun City 13oard -of 
Dirt-ctors decided, to tear down the sundial 
on the northeast corner 0f I 03rd Avenue 
and 80;,weli Uoulcvarfl . .Hut n µublic ~"lutlr,Y 
chnngcd boa.rel membnrs minds and the) 
apprm'Cd a plan to renovate the slnK'lurc. 

March 
• :\-1,nkopa County Depar trnent of Trans-

Sun City Independent - December 28, 2011 - pg. 2 

P,oms on ~rade 
The Sun City Porns have been honored with awards from two dilterent parade organizers. They re• 
ceived the sacond place award from the Phoenix Veterans Day Parade for "Marching" unit and a first 
place award from Gilbert Days·for .. Most Creative" unit; this featured their new Polka routine. The 
Sun City Porns will continue their decades-long tradition of marching In lhe Fiesta Bowl Parade. On 
Dec. 15, 1919, the Poms organiialion Jed the parade, marching In front of a 1 OD-foot Sun City/Sun 
City West float. Call 602-392-4242. 
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Review 
Continued From Page 6 

portatic,n oftid,ils mr1de several traffic 
changes in Sun City ba~ed 'on recommenda­
tions from the Sun City I lome Owni>rs A~ 
sociation Transportation Cc,mmittee. Most 
of the changes involwd either pladng or 
removing traffic signs un various roadways 

• Sun City co11<lo owners got hit hard 
bv Arizona American Waler Co. water and 
v.;astewater rate increasc.,s Qf 12 p<>rcent 
and 31 per(.·ent respectively. Because con 
dos have a smgle water m~ter rather than 
ones for each indivi1ual unit, the rate repre­
sented increases of 36 percent for water c1nd 
42 percent fon.v'astewatn, according lo Jim 
BaU, a Sun City Condo Owners Associati<in 
board rnt•mher. 

April 
• RCSC'~ long range planning commit­

tee began an intensive review of all facilitie~ 
to determine which need attention m co111 
ing years. The review was also designed to 
rL•comrncnd specific capital unprovement 
prQjt,'<.'tS. 

• The Arizona Legislature pa$std a law 
amending st.ale rnining r~ulat1nns to m• 
qurre cities and counties to inducte and ele 
men! for sand and gravl'I operauons m their 
g('neral plans. TI1is w,,uld i11crca')P regula• 
tion of aggregate rock opcmtions, including 
several in the:i-\gua Fria nwrl~d. h} gO\ern• 
ment bodi<'S. 

• Sun City golfers oppo~cd RC'.SC's plan 
to l(-'tle~ign Willowneek Golf Course. Mem­
lJers of the grC'em; <..-ommittce cornplmned a 
detailed report lhfj ~ub11111tcd, ~1fter being 
asKed fur their nput by Rt.SC otficiaB, was 
largcly ignored, 

• Maricopa Countv was rJue ot the hard-

est hit bv the Arizona Lcgi5lature's d,ange 
of the stale sltarcd revenue formula. an at­
tempt to balance the state budget. Countv 
of/ki,1ls t•xpected to lose $!lfi million in rev­
enue. A<. <1n unmcnrporated area, Sun City 
road.:; .me! ~011 w utlier SP.rv1~s a, Cc <lepen 
dent on county funding. 

May 
• Residco6 and Sun Cit\i Home Own 

ers A,;sociation tmnsp()rtation tommittcc 
officii\ls worked with Maricopa County De 
partmcnt of Transportation to improve the 
look of wi<le mt!dtans on some commu­
ni I) i.t1ecb. Countv officials were working 
on cl1ffercnl a1wroaches to see what works 
best and most cost effective. 

• Vv'ith no success in the past year, .Sun 
City officials rl'dol!blcd their cflorts to get 
a i.ingle ZIP code for the retirement com­
rnunity. One of Sun City's two ZIP codes is 
shared with Peoria, creating confusion for 
hornebuyers. 

• For the third straight year, Sun City Fire 
District officials reduced their annual operat­
ing budget, However, such decreases were 
exptxied to be harder to make in coming 
yPar:,. 

June 
• A wommr's screams Pncled a strong. 

arm robbery at the CVS Pharmacy, 10720 
w: Bell Road, w1thou: the thieves getting 
what they\'<anted. 

• Maricopa County Sheriff's Office, Dis 
trict 3 orfic-iats planned to work dosely with 
posses i11 V/e~lbrook Village. Sun City and 
Sun City West to provide additional training 
design~d to enhance p.mols and Posse col­
labor~tion. 

July 
• 'fht' Rt'SC hoard approved getting sit€' 

plans for Marinette and Lakeview recreation 

Independent 12.28.011 pg 3 

centers as a prelude to future major projeds 
at those ::,ites. The plans will be used to de 
velop Ion~ range plans for renovati0ns or 
repl,,cement. 

August 
• Residents voiced their concerns about 

legislative redistricting after initial propoS<lls 
showed Sun City would be split between 
l\i\'o distncts or would be ii) the same dis• 
trict as Sun City We~t. The Arizona Inde­
pendent Redistneti11g Comrniite"'s recom 
mended di~triet maps k<:pt Sun City within 
one dbtrict and Slln City West in a separ<1tc 
district. 

September 
• The RCSC board announced it was 

considering bylaw changes that would clar­
ify rec l·ard eligibility for non-owner and un­
der age !ipouses. However, the board later 
said it wa:; shcl,.,1ng the plan alter receiving 
what it termed overwhelming :nput against 
the plan from resident,;. 

October 
• RCSC and SCHOA saw a shortage of 

candidates for their re~pL'<'llve board elec• 
tions. Rt'SC llacl thrP,e candidate.~ for four 
open seats a11d SCHOA h,1d four candidates 
for six open scats. 

November 
• A German film tornpany was 10 Sun 

City shooting a feature length documentary 

about lhe community and its peopk•. 

December 
• A lat<: morning fire destr~red the main 

tenance fauUty at tht> South Golf Course. 
While fire investigators were able to deter• 
mine the starting point of the blaze, a cause 
wa~ elusive. 

• The Civic Foundation of Sun City dis 
banded and donated its remaining fuf'ds 
to the Sun City PRIDES. The foundation, 
originally under SCHOA and later separated 
to a standalone group, was responsiblE' for 
repairing and repainting the community's 
common walls. 
Jlleu • f.dltor Rusty Bra,tshtui; ean 1w r('ac:hetl at 

623-445-2t25 orrlmldshaw(v.neu,nap.c:om. 

11 COSTLY 
HOME 

INSPECTION 
PITFAL:LS 

Free Report reveals what you 
need to know before you list 

your home for sale. 
www.SunCityHomefnspectionTraps.com 

Free recorded message 
1-800-314-4402 

10#2003 
Frye Reatty 
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Review 
Continued From Page (i 

µortation oftkials made srvernl traffic 
changes in Sun City based on recon,men<la• 
tions from the Sun Citv I lorne Owners k,­
sodation Tran~portation Committee. Most 
of the changcs inw>lVt~ either pladng or 
removin~ traffic signs on variou.c; rrn1dways 

• Sun Cit)' condo mmers got hit hard 
bv Arizona American \,\htcr Co. water an<l 
wastewater rate inc.:rt~~es of 12 percent 
and 31 perCf'Ol respecti\·ely. Beca11se con 
dos hav<' a single ¼-at<>r meter rathm than 
ones for each individual unit, the rate rcpre• 
scnted increa,;es of :i6 percent for waler and 
42 percent for ~tewater, ac,·ording to Jim 
Ball, a Sun City ·condo Owners Assudarion 
board member 

AprlJ 
• RCSC's loqg range planning commit­

tee began an intensive review of all facilities 
to detenuine which need attentton iQ com 
ing years. The review was also destgne<l to 
n'<.."ommend spec1hc: capital irnpr,wernenl 
projects 

• The Arizona Legislature passed a law 
amending state mining regulahon~ to re­
quire dtie.,r. and c:ounti<'s to include and cle­
ment for sand and graw•l operaMn~ in their 
general pldns. Tt11s wc;iul<l incrca~c• ~gula 
tion of aggrcgatCJock operations1 inrluding 
several In the Agua Fria riverbed, by govern• 
men! b(x!ies. 

• .Sun City golfr-rs opJX>5t:d RCSC's _pJ;m 
to1ed1•~ign \i\'illowcreek Ooif Cornsl'\ Mem 
Lters of the gr<'Cll) c,)rnm1ttec cnmpla111ed n 
det.ule<I report tt(e. suhmitted, after bdng 
i:isked for their mpul by RCSU tJtticiab wr;1;; 
targclv ignored. 

• Maricnp;1 County was one ot lhl' hard-

e~I hit by tfle Arizona L<;>gblatun.,'s dianRe 
of the state shared rc\enue formula an al• 
tempt to b<1lanc.:e the state bt dg€'l. <:011nty 
oflioals 1•xpected to los11 $'.i<i million in rev• 
c,m1e A~ , n unincmpomted area, Sun Ci[} 
roads and so1111• oilier services are clepim 
dent on county funding. 

May 
• Residents und Sun City Home Own 

crs AsS<Jciation transportation c<>mmlttcc 
officials worked with Maricopa Countv De­
parlmcnl of Transportation to improve the 
look of wide m1>dians on some commu­
nity streeb'. County offic'als were workinR 
on diffe(cnt appr.oa<.:hcs to see what w<>rks 
best and most cost effective. 

• With no sun:ess in the 1,ast year, Sun 
City officials rcdo11blcd their crtorts to get 
a single ZIP code for the retirement com­
munity. One of Sun Cit} 's tw-o ZIP codes is 
shared with Pcori.1, crt>ating confusion for 
home buyers. 

• For the third straight year, Sun City fire 
District officials reduced their annual operat­
ing budget. However, such decreaSl's wrre 
exp'--ctcd lo he harder to make m cotmng 
years. 

June 
• A wmmm's scream.<; Pndcd a strong 

arm robbery at the CVS Pharmacy, I 0720 
W. Bell Road, vvithout the thieves gelling 
\\hat they wanted. 

• Maric1)pa fountv Sheriff's Office Dis• 
trict :3 officials 'plannecl to work closely vvith 
posses in \Vcstl.nook Village, Sun City and 
Sun City West to prm,1de additional training 
dt:signed to rnhance patrols and Poss~ col­
laborativn. 

July 
• The RCSC board approved gclhng site 

plans for Marinette and Lakeview recreation 

Independent 12.28.011 pg 3 

ce11ters a!> a prelude to future major p1ojei:L, 
dt those sites. The plans will be used to de• 
vclop long range µ!ans for renovations or 
replacement. 

August 
• Residents voiced their conc.:ems ,about 

legislative redistrictiJ 1g after initial proposals 
showed Sun City would be split between 
h.\ o districl~ or would be in the same dis 
trict a& Sun t'ity West. The Arizona lnrte­
pendent Redistricting Comrrnttee's rccorn­
rnendt'd dtslrfct maps kept .Sun City within 
one di:;tnct and Sun Citv West in a scp;irate 
dislticL ' 

September 
• The Rest board announced it was 

considering bylaw changes that would clar• 
HY rec card eligibllity for non-owner and un­
der age spouses. HOW(>Ver, the board later 
said it wa~ shel~ing tbe plan after receiving 
what it turrued overwhelming input against 
the plan from residents. 

October 
• RCSC and SCHOA saw a shortage of 

call(lidates for their re:.pe<·tive board el~· 
tions. RCSC ha<l thre~ candidates for four 
open st>ats and SCHOA ha<l four <.:dn<lidatt.'S 
for six Opt'n seats. 

November 
• A German film company was in Sun 

City shooting a feature length documentary 

about the community and its people. 

December 
• A late morning fire destroyed the main. 

tena11ce facility at the South Golf Course. 
While fire investigators were able to deter• 
mine th<i starting point of the blaze, ll cause 
was elusive. 

• The C1vi<.: Foundation of Sun City dis­
banded and donated its remaining funds 
lo the Suri City PRIDES. The foundation, 
origmally under SCHOA and later separated 
to a standalone grpup, was responsible for 
repair ng and repainting the community's 
common walls. 
Neu, E.ditor Rusty Bradshaw ean be reached at 

623-44$-2725 or rl1radmaw(t_1ne~ron1 .. 

11 COSTLY 
HOME 

INSPECTION 
PITFALLS 

Free Report reveals what you 
need to know before you list 

your home for sale. 
www.SunCityHometnspectlonTraps.com 

Free recorded message 
1-800-314-4402 

10#2003 
Frye Really 
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l February 
t • Sun City re!iidents and organizations 
· Jointd others in lhe Northwest Valle\ on a 
1 regional commillee seeking options for pub 
I lie tmnsportation after Sun Cit}' Area Transit 
: ce<1sed , 1pn;;tion in l)(~·emb<•r 20 I 0. 

• Sun City Pos:,' officials t>twouraged 
resi<le11L'> to start a Block Wc.1td1 in their 

l ne1ghborho0<ls and Maricopa Countv Sher 
1ft s Oftici: ,,teppt>d up investigc1tiH! efforts 
after residential burglaries began to ri~e in 
llw community. 

• Resider,ts Pxpericnced sub-freezing 
temperatures, prompting a number of sub­
mit photos of ice-encased fountains anct 
other \Vinter oddities in Arizona. 

• A judge denied Union Hills Count} Club 
officiaJs in their lawsuit against some hom­
l'Owncrs fronting the golf l11ursc and the dc­
dsion shelved plans lo build condominium 
units 011 a portion of country dub land. TI1e 

club, strntldling U11ion Hills Drive \-\<ith hall 111 

Peoria and half in Sun City, dravvs members 
from throughout the Northwest Valley. With 
their law5uit, dut, officials trierl to convince 
homeownt>rs to sign a waiver allowing the 
construction, but a small number resisted. 

• Sun City fire D1strir.l ofli<:ials negotiated 
the sale of a piece of land in Youngtown with 
the anticipation of relocating one of its fire 
stations there. The former Tequilla Willy's 
property, 13232 N. 111th Ave., will he the 
future home ot Sliltion No. 133, 13013 N. 
I I 1th Ave. But no fin 11 date for construction 
was determined. 

• Claiming it was structurally unsound, 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City Board of 
Directors decided to tear down the sundial 
on the northeast comer of I 03rd Avenue 
and Roswell Rnulevard But a public outcry 
changed boarcf members minds and llJey 
appro,·ecl a plan to renovate the structure. 

I March l • l\-1aricopa County 0f.>JJart111eot 01 Tr(111~-
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Sun City group 
empties 

1 treasury from 
50th frolics 

ZACH COLICK 
DAILY NEWS·SUN 

Sun City's 50th an­
niversary may have 
come to a close, but 

I 
several community or­
ganizations are reap­
ing th e benefits of left­
over money from the 

( 
golden anniversary 
committee's coffers .. 

On Tuesday morn­
ing. anniversary com­
mittee member$.hand­
ed out checks ·at the 
Bell Recreation - Cen -

I ter, totaling $65,000, 
to 10 organizations 
for future projects and 
services to benefit the 
community. 

I The organizations 
that received $6,500 

I each included the 
Su n City PRIDES, 

\ Sheriffs Posse of Sun 

SHCASH,15 

Anniversary bonus 

DAVE MARTIIIEZ/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Bi ll Szentmiklosi shakes hands with Warren Clucker after receiving a check for $6,500. The money was part of funds left 
over from the Sun City 50th Anniversary Committee. Ten groups received the same amount during a presentation at the Bell 
Recreation Center on Tuesday. 

--------- -
-- -- - -- - ------



\CASH 
\ fROM 11 
. City, Sunshine Ser­
vice, Civic Foundation 
of Sun City, Sun City 
Taxpayers Associa-

, tion, Sun City Hom-
1 eowners Association 

1

1 and Sun City Visitors 
Center. In addition, 

I committee members 
donated checks to the 
Sun Cities Area His­
torical Society, Valley 
View Community Food 
Bank and Recreation 
Centers of Sun City. 

Paul Herrmann, ex­
[ ecutive director of the 
Sun City Visitors Cen­
ter, said the 50th an-

I 
niversary committee 
never knew it would 
have the ability to do­
n.ate $65,000, let alone 

I ~ave ·enough cash to 

I 
fund many of the. ac­
tivif?.es during the past 
year to commemorate 
SJ.in City's 50th birth­

\ dJty: 
- '· Al" the outset of 
the 50th anniversary 
planning process in 
2007, Herrmann and 
committee member 

I 
Pat Chicker said, for 
whatever reason, it 

I 
was difficult to obtain 
donations from area 

businesses and com- well as a $2,000 check greatest place ever," 
munity philanthro- to benefit the corpora- Clucker said. "We need 
pists to provide for tion in whatever man- to get the word out 
activj,ties ancl. events. ner it sees fit. (about Sun City)." 
Donations came in A representative Walt Patterson, a 
late· ·- some came in from the PRIDES, the Civic Foundation of 
months before the ac- folks in orange vests Sun City volunteer, 
tual events took place who can be seen tidy- said the $6,500 check 
- quashing some ef- ing up the communi- his organization re­
forts to make the an- ty, accepted a $6,500 ceived is the seed mon­
niversary celebration check for median and ey needed to beautify 
as grand as possible. sidewalkbeautification and improve the com-

Nevertheless, Her- efforts. Posse Com- munity walls in Phase 
rmann said the goal mander Bill Dyer ac- I of Sun City between 
from the beginning cepted a $6,500 check 103rd and 107th av­
was to donate any re- for improved computer enues along Olive Av­
maining funds from systems, while Sun- enue. Patterson said 
the committee's bank shine Service' director the project could cost 
account to some of the Jim Sinclair accepted between $15,000 and 
most deserving Sun a donation to pur- $20,000, the bulk of 
City organizations in chase children's toys which must come from 
order to sustain ser- and books for resi- donations. 
vices for residents in dents to borrow when Patterson said other 
the months and years visiting grandchildren portions of the com-
to come. The vetting arrive in town. munity's deteriorating 
process was simple: With a $6,500 walls will be identified 
reward longtime or - check to SCHOA, com- for future improve­
ganizations that have munity volunteers will ments, a project he 
made a lasting impact continue to clean up estimates could take 
in the community. yards for those own- several years from a 

Warren Clucker, . a . eFs who cannot physi- funding and repair 
committee member, cally or financially do stanqpoint: 
handed 9ut the checks the work themselves. "We:must provide a 
Tuesday morning and The Sun City Visitors good _intr~uction to 
explained where some Center and Sun Cities Sun qty fot visitors at 
of the monies would Area Historical Soci- - all of '::ip,e community 
go. RCSC board presi- ety received checks for entrah'ces," he said. "It 
dent Vance Coleman marketing efforts to must look like a nice 
accepted a $4,500 attract Baby Boomers · · place to visit." 
check for renovation from across the United Zach Colick can be 
efforts to the aging States and Canada to reached at 623-876-
sundial at Sundial move to Sun City. 2522 or zcolick@your-
Recreation Center, as "I think it's the westvalley.com. 



VF SC ANN IVE RSARY GRAN D FINALE DAILY NEWS SUN JANUARY 13, 20 11 

Sun City 50th anniversary celebration 
closes with grand finale on .Wednesday 

Irony? • Pei-haps, bi.it if nothing 
. else, it is noteworthy that in the 
early '60s Su n City was one of the 
hottest properties in the country. 
and The New Christy Minstrels 
:Vere one of the hottest vocal groups 
as well. Bringing the two together 
makes perfect sense. It's just some 
50 years later. What makes it so 
sweet is both are still going strong. 

The closing act for Sun City's 
50th anniversary will be the New 
Christy Minstrels featuring Randy 
Sparks (the'foun'ded and Dolan El-
lis (the Arizona Balladeer). It will 
be at. 7 p.in. on Wednesday at the 
Sundial Auditorium. Tickets are $8 

, and will be available at the door. 
Certainly the New Christy Min­

strels will _ provide excitement 
/ enough. But let's face it, many in 
the crowd will be hoping to hear 
their n ame pulled as the winners 
are drawn for the 50th anniversary 
raffle drawing held during the eve­
ning's events. 

The list of prizes is impressive 
with the following: a 2010 Smart 
Car from Smart Center Chandler; 
a 2011 EZGO 2five golf car donat­
ed by Pohle NV Center ; a Mexican 
Riviera cruise from the Ford Travel 
Agency; three flat panel 32-inch 
1Vs purchased by the 50th anni­
versary committee and dozens of 
awesome prizes made and donated_ 
by Sun City clubs specially for this 
celebration. 

· Ohly 3,000 tickets have been 
printed for this raffle and they are 
$ 10 each. We will be selling them at 
the ·door if they have not been sold 
ou t by then. They are more than 

two-thirds gone, so if you want to 
insure you have one or more, -stop 
by the Sun City Visitor Center 
. (hours Monday through Saturday 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.). 

While you are there, you may 
want to pick up a memento. We 
have assorted sizes of 50th anni­
versary T -shirts, h ats, visors and 
golf shirts marked down to half · 
price. They are going fast, so don't 
he&itate. . 

Sun City, sin,ce its very first year 
anniversary; has /enj oyed celebrat­
ing how the community came to be 
and those who built it. 

As we drew closer to 2010 · and 
that magical moment of 50 years, 
we knew we needed to ke~p. pace 
with those before us, and hope­
fully we . have succeeded in honor­
ing their memory. It's been a long, 
arduous but truly memorable .ad-
venture . · 

We hope you have enjoyed it, 
and we especially want you to join 
us as we bring gown the curtain at 
this final finale. It will be a night to 
remember s9 ge! yo.ur tickets·while 
they are still available. 

There have been hundreds of 
people and businesses who have 
contributed, but my special thanks 
to the baily News-Sun for their ef­
forts for the past two years in help­
ing pu t the word out. 

Hope to see you on the Wednes­
day at Su ndial. 

Bill Pearson 
Chair.man 

50th Anniversary Publicity 
Committee 

• 
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A familar face brougllt a close to Sun City's 50111 Anniversary celebrations. Dolan Ell is, second from right, is 
the Arizona State Balladeer, and grand marshal for the 50th Anniversary parade. 

concert draws curtain . , 

on anniversary· fun 
..U AVERY-PAGE · 

I DAILY NEWS-SUN . 
I Sun City's 50th anniversary celebration 

came to an end Wednesday night with a 
rousing concert at the Sundial Recreation 
Center that brought the capacity crowd to 
its feet and left Mary McFadden fondly re-

l calling days gone by. ' 
Mlt was vexy, vexy enjoyable and made 

us realize what fun times we h ad when we 

r 

were younger ," McFadden said, referring to 
the New Chris ty Minstrels concert. 

Warren Clucker also was happy and, a s 
50th anniversary committee president, h e 

was proud to have given Sun Citians some-
. tiling to remember. , 

M As long as people enjoyed it, we're hap­
py," Clucker said. · 

The committee sold 1,500 tickets for the 
final event, and the auditorium was packed 
to capacity Wednesday. 

"It's a tribute from the people of Sun Cicy 
that t,hey came out for this show," Clucker 
said. ,"People are here to show their respect 
for the things that have gone on for the las t 
50 years ." 

• 
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·state representa-
tives Debbie Lesko and 
Rkk Gray were also in 
attendance and helped 

I with the drawing for 

I 
various items donated 
by local clubs, such as 

I 

a hope chest, stained 
glass windows and bola 
ties. 

One of the New 
I Christy Minstrels origi-
1 nal members Dolan El­

lis, who is the official 
Arizona balladeer and 
was grand marshal 
for the opening Sun 
City 50th anniversary 
event, helped the ·com­
mittee draw names .for 
prizes that included 
plasma screen televi­
sions, a Mexican Riv­
iera cruise, golf car 
and Smart Car. 

"This has been a 
great ye.µ- from the be- · · 
ginning, with the pa­
rade and the variety 
sh ows and this won­
derful· ending with the 
New Christy Minstrels," 
said Sun Citian Marilyn 
Sell. 

Sell attended the 
concluding festivities 
with her friends Mc­
Fadden and Helen Gar­
wood. 

was glad to be a part of 
Sun City's celebration. 

"I can · remember 
when this place was 
being built. That's the 
problem," Sparks joked 
to the audience. 

The concert had Sun 
Citians both laughing 
and singing along. A 

Kelley Greenburg, 
who directed a variety 
show in November, had 
fun at the finale. 

Mlt's a great way to 
cap off a lot of hard 
work," she said. 

· rousing chorus of ~s 
Land is Your Land" 
brought the crowd to 
its feet. 

The New Christy 
Minstrels are also cele­
brating their 50th year, 
and the group, led by 
, _ ., · -....:1 .... - n ..... _ ...J. _ c:,. _ __ , _ 

Attendees could 
purchase CDs and 
other items by the New 
~h::i~o/ Minstrels and 

DAYE IIARTIEJDAILY NEWS-SUN 

were also available to 
sign autographs after 
the concert. Sales of 
the group's greatest 
hits album would help 
fund music education, 
Sparks said. 

MWe want young peo­
ple to know that music 
is more than something 
that vibrates your car," 
he said. 

Paul Herrmann. a 
50th anniversary com­
mittee member, said the 
group started planning 
in the spring of 2009. 
with the firs t event in 

DAVE MARTINEZ/DAILY NEWS-: 

State representatives Rick 
Gray and Debbie Lesko, 
above, choose names in a 
raffle. The prizes included 
a cruise, golf car, television 
and a Smart Car. Founded 
on Jan. 1, 1960, the New 
Christy Minstrels closed 
Sun City's 50th Anniversary 
celebration in concert 
Wednesday night. At left, 
the New Christy Minstrel's 

· Becky Jo Benson delivers 
a tune. 

,• 

"It's been a long 
·time," he said. 

After fund-raising 
problems at first, the 
committee now has 
more than $50,000 left, 
money that the group 
will discuss how to 
distribute through the 
year, Herrmann said. 

Clucker said the 
committee has also col­
lected items for a time 
capsule, which will 
be placed in Fairway 
Recreation Center and 
opened at the commu­
nity's 100th anniver-
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Groundbreakingretrremen 
retains affordability and small-town charm 

By Peter Corbett I THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC 

Ri
ta and Earl Warren 
pe~t five years_ travel­
g 111 a recreation ve­
cle before :finding 

their dream home in Sun City. 
They fell in love with the 

age-restricted retirement com­
munity after visiting a cousin 
there and spending the past few 
winters in Mesa. 

It's been a year since the 
Warrens moved into their re- . 
modeled condominium near 
lllth Avenue and Thunderbird 
Road. They say they are enjoy­
ing Sun City's small-town feel 
and activities - golf; tennis and 
bicycling - along with other 
sports and entertainment the 
Valley has to offer. 

''We're so damn busy in r~­
tirement it's killing us," Earl 
Warren joked. 

Earl, ~7, and Rita, 60, who re-

tired from real-estate careers in 
Denver, are among the younger 
residents' and Baby Boomers 
moving to Sun City. The 50-
year-old West Valley. retirement 
community revolutionized the 
sunset·years for hundreds of 
thousands of Americans and 
spawned myriad age-restricted 
communities. 

Like other proud Sun Citians, 
the Warrens are quick to dispel 
misperceptions about their 
~ommunity. . 

"We used to think it was just 
a bunch of old people waiting to 
die," Earl said. 

That is clearly not the case, 
with seniors in their 90s lifting 
weights and playing pickle ball 
·at recreation centers, along with 
more staid activities like lawn 

See SUN CITY Page H02 

Clockwise from top: Residents enjoy the pool at the Oakmont Recreation Center and lawn bowling 
at the Fairway Recreation Center, both circa 1960; Denver transplants Earl and Rita Warren on 

their patio; and a 1990 photo of Sun City's oldest home, at 10801 W. Oakmont Drive. 

----~-----------
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Sun City, 50, still shines 
SUN CITY 

• Continued fromHOl 

bowling and water aerobics. 
Residents pay just $420 an­

nually per household for ac­
cess to eight golf courses and 
seven recreation centers that 
offer pools, bowling, racquet­
ball, tennis, billiards, boating, 
horseshoes and shuffleboard. 

Sun City real estate has be­
come more affordable since 
prices have declined along 
with the rest of the Valley 
housing market. 

''People are seeing in Sun 
City an exceptional value,'' 
Earl said. ''You don't have to 
spend all your money." 

Kim Kohlhase, Prudential 
Arizona Properties branch 
manager in Peoria, said Sun 
City "has not seen the extreme 
swings of the market." 

Affordable homes 
Prices for homes currently 

on the market include: . 
» An 885-square-foot, one­

bedroom, one-bath condo for 
$34,900. 

» A single-family 1,026-
square-foot home with two 
bedrooms and 1 ¼ -baths for 
$54,000. 

» A 1,974-square-foot home 
on the third tee of a golf 
course for $237,000. 

''You'd never know you were 
in Sun City in that house," 
Kohlhase said of the latter. 

Nancy Mcclean, Prudential 
associate broker, said Sun 
City's homes have been re­
modeled ~th a variety of fa­
cades because there is no ar­
chitectural committee to limit 
such alterations. . 

A recent tour found such 
vintage features as decorative 
block with geometric patterns, 
white rocks on roofs, mail 
slots in the doors, wooden 
paneling, gold-and-brown shag 
carpeting, asphalt tile and sky­
lights, a bright-pink kitchen 
with the original ceramic tile 
and vintage Frigidaire ap­
pliances. 

"There are some homes in 
their original condition," said 
Bill Pearson, Sun Cities Mu-
c-,cn,""" ,....,...,..~:~ ... - • ((rr,1,... ____ l .J 

-
Midcentury Modern architec­
ture, said Sun City's modest 
homes with low-sloped roof­
lines are unlike others of simi­
lar vintage in the Valley. 

"The homes were modestly 
modern, very appealing to fru­
gal empty-nesters and are a 
lasting testament to main­
stream acceptance of modern, 
clean lines in everyday archi­
tecture,'' said King, creator of 
Modern phoenix.net. 

"It's always a delight to 
drive through Sun City. You 
have a distinct awareness of 
when.you enter and when you 
leave due to the architectural 
cues ..,_ and that's a huge 
achievement in place making." 

$30,000 remodel 
The Warrens bought a 

1,200-square-foot condomi­
nium for $71,000 in March 
2009. They spent about 
$30,000 remodeling the two­
bedroom, one-bath home, built 
in 1973. That included a 
kitchen and bathroom make­
over, with contemporary light­
ing and plumbing fixtures, 
new tile, cabinets, countertops 
and appliances. The north-fac­
ing patio got new tile to re­
place the indoor-outdoor car­
peting, and dual-pane sliding 
doors and windows were add­
ed throughout the home. 

The highest electric bill for 
the home, which has ceiling 
fans and block construction, 
was $135 in August. That 
matches the couple's monthly 

homeowners-association fees 
which pay for water, sewer 
~d landscaping. Their taxes 
are just $500 per year. 

Buyers also pay a one-time 
$3,000 capital preservation a: 
sessment fee, which is used f, 
major renovations of commu­
nity facilities. 

The Warrens say they save 
money by using their golf car 
for grocery shopping and 
other errands. Strangers wave 
from their golf carts and peo­
ple stop to pick up trash aloni 
the streets, Rita said. 

"It's got that feel to it of 
small-town America," she saic 

The couple also like the 
proximity of the Banner Bos­
well Medical Center. 

Like others here, Rita sug­
gested that "Del Webb was 
way ahead of his time" in de­
veloping Sun City. 

Opened in 1960 
Del Webb, a legendary con­

tractor and developer, opened 
Sun City on Jan. 1, 1960, at 
107th and Grand avenues with 
five model homes near the 
community's first golf course. 
The modest block-wall homes 
with carporu sold for $8,500 . 
to $ll,750. Air-conditioning 
cost an extra $600. 

Sun City wasn't the first 
age-restricted community in 
Arizona. Nearby Youngtown is 
older. But Sun City was a 
model of success. 

Webb sold about 1,300 
homes that first year, primarily 



~ ' 
The entrance to Soleri Court, where Denver retirees Rita and Earl War-
ren purchased a two-bedroom, one-bath condo last year for $71,000. 

to retirees from Arizona and 
California. It took longer to 
lure folks from the Midwest. 

Sun City is generally 
bounded by Olive Avenue, 
Beardsley Road and 91st and 
lllth avenues. It includes close 
to 27,000 homes built from 
1960-78 and close to 40,000 
residents. 

Sun City West and Sun City 
Grand added 26,700 homes 
and about 48,000 residents be­
tween 1978 and 2005. 

In Sun City and Sun City 
West, one household resident 
must be at least 55 years old; 
in Sun City Grand, one resi­
dent must be at least 45. 

Retirees looking for age-re­
stricted communities have at 
least 400 options, including 30 
in Arizona, said Bill Ness, 
founder of 55places.com. 

The original Sun City has 
great values but competes 
with the newer homes and 
amenities offered at Sun City 

West, Sun City Grand, Trilogy 
at Vistancia, Westbrook Village 
and Robson Ranch, he said. 

"There is still a lot of de­
mand for this type of commu­
nity," Ness said of Sun City. "It 
is not as affected by the down­
turn, and there haven't been as 
many foreclosures." 

Buyers are starting to get 
more serious about making 
their move to retirement com­
munities, he said. 

Pearson, 63, the museum 
president and a former union 
leader from St. Paul, Minn., 
said he thinks Sun City will 
get its share of Boomers. 

"I was skeptical," he said of 
Sun City when he first visited 
his parents there more than a 
decade ago. "I didn't want to 
come here." 

But after experiencing the 
community spirit of Sun City 
and its activities, Pearson said 
he was convinced "that's how 
I want to get old." 
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Opiriion 
All opinions on this page ar~ those of the authors or artists. 

Bells ring for 
Sun City 50th 
Anniversary 

BILL PEARSON . 
SUN CITY 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN 

The Sun City 50th anniver­
sary celebration continues in 
July with a couple of events, 
but they are sure to be ones 
you won' t want to miss. The 
first and biggest is Sunday 
at the Bell Recreation Center 
from 9 to 11 a.m. The RCSC 
is having its annual Ring That 
Bell ceremony, with the state­
ly Ray Mills portraying Uncle 
Sam. H e's a gr eed to d o it one 
last time a nd it will b e a pre­
sentation you will not want to 
mis s. 

To help make the d ay a bit 
· more memorable , two events 
have been scheduled before 
and aft er the festivities. For 
t hqse hungry early risers, 
there will be a fre e continen ­
tal breakfast kicking off at 7 
a.m. It is spon sor ed by Pricil­
la Richie from the Ken Meade 
Greenway office. Beyond 
s ponsoring the event, Pricilla 
will d isplay h er fabulou s war 
memorabilia collection as 
well. 

Immediately following the 
cerem·ony, the Del Webb Sun 
Cities Museum will have a 
rare Sunday opening from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. For anyone 
who doesn't know the story 
b e hind our version of the Lib­
erty Bell's creatio·n there will 
b e a fascinating pictorial dis­
play. The museum is at 10801 
W. Oakmont Drive, next door 
to the Oakmont Recreation 
Center a nd s outh of Grand 

Avenue and Del Webb Boule-~ 
vard . 

Next up will be a special 
summer indoor concert at the 
·Sundial auditorium. This free 
prog·ram will be interesting in 
that the group is a Simon ~nd 
Garfunkel tribute show that 
may.. well prove quite popu­
lar· to the Boomer popula-
tion (and those still young at 
h eart, too). The fun b egins at 
7 p .m . so find your best Grad­
uate costumes, pick up Mrs. 
Robinson and we'll see you all 
there to sing along with the 
tunes of this awesome duo. 

On another note, t h e Del 
Webb Sun Cities Museum has 
b een drawing r ecord crowds 
during this 50th year celebra ­
tion a nd they have gone to 
their new summer h our s. The 
Museum will b e open Thurs­
day and Saturday mornings 9 
a. m . to noon a nd will Friday 
evenings from 5 to 8 p.m. Ev­
ery Friday in July will feature 
some special treat s, so plan 
on stopping by. . 

And d on't forget abou t the 
amazin g raffle the will b e at 
the closin g ceremonies Jan. 
12. The prize list just k eep s 
growing, so watch for an­
nouncem ent s of s ome r eally 
cool stuff. Tick ets will be 
on sale at the July 4 event 
and you can .also get them 
at the $ un City Visitor Cen ­
ter, mornings from 9 to noon. 
They are $10 each. 

Hope to see you all on July 
4, but if not, have a h a ppy 
a nd safe holiday. 

Vl 
n 

V, 
D 
-I 
:r: 
J:> 
z 
z 
H 
< 
fT1 
::0 
Vl 
J:> 
::0 
-< 
CD 
fT1 
r 
r 

::0 
H 
z 
C) 

Vl 

0 
J:> 
H 
r 
-< 
z 
fT1 
:;;: 
Vl 

Vl 
C 
z 
L, 
C 
r 
-< 
N 

N 
D 
I-' 
D 



VF SC 50 YEARS OF SUN CITY 

Flo Colgan, 70, of Sun 
City, shoots pool with 
her friends. Left: Three 
years after Sun City 
opened in 1960, 
residents illustrate its 
lifestyle. 



Sun City by 
the numbers 

1960 The year Sun 
City debuted. 

7 Recreation centers. 

40,000+ 
Sun City's estimated pop­
ulation. 

11 Golf courses, which 
includes five regulation 
courses, three executive 
courses and three courses 
operated by country clubs. 

5 5 Minimum age for 
residents. 

UO+ Chartered 
clubs operating under the 
Recreation Centers of Sun 
City Inc. 

2 Libraries. 

.$150,000 
Starting price for single­
family homes. 

30 Churches and syn­
agogues. 

350+ Civic, ser­
vice, church, charitable, 
cultural and recreational 
groups. 

Source: Sun City V,s,tors Center 
and Recreation Centers of Sun 
C,tylnc. 
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'Active retirement' concept was a hit 

Above: Tom 
Haroldson connects 

for a base hit during a 
senior softball 

tournament in Sun 
City West, a Sun City 

spinoff. 

Right: A worker · 
frames a house 

during Sun City's 
early days. 

SUN CITIES AREA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

JACK KURTZ/THE REPUBLIC 

Sun City pioneered 
lifestyle to fit needs 
of modern seniors 

By Sherry Anne Rubiano 
THE REPUBLIC I AZCENTRAL.tOM 

Sun City is rich in history. 
The concept of "active retire­

ment'' was born when Sun City 
debuted in 1960. 

One of the original five model 
homes is used as the Del Webb 
Sun Cities Museum. 

Resident groups that formed 
in the 1970s and 1980s, such as 
the Sheriff's Posse of Sun City 
and the Sun City PRIDES, con­
tinue to serve the community. 

As Sun City commemorates 
its 50th anniversary this year, 
The Arizona Republic revisits 
Sun City's past and explores its 
present. 

Mr. & Mrs. E. A. 
Britton of Eugene, 
Ore. won this house, 
a Meadowgrove 
Model 1A-R on 
Augusta Drive, in a 
contest to name Sun 
City. It~ base price 
was $8,500. 

SUN CITIES AREA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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. Anniversary events 
Golden annjv~rsary festivities are scheduled through January. Visit www.sun­

citySOthanniversary.org for updates and more information. 

EVENT DATE/TIME LOCATION 

Sock Hop and Pizza Party Sept. 24 Sundial Auditorium 
6:30-10 p.m. 14801 N.103rd Ave. 

Banner Boswell Yesterday, Oct.13 Banner Boswell Memorial Hall 
Today and Tomorrow 10-11 a:m. 13180 N.103rd Drive 

Oktoberfest Oct. 30 Sundial Auditorium 
Time TBA 14801 N. 1Q3rd Ave. 

Banner Research Institute Tour Nov.10 Banner Research Institute 
10-11 a.m. 10515 W. Santa Fe Drive · 

Fall Variety Show Nov. 21 Sundial Auditorium 
2-3:30 p.m. and 14801 N. 103rd Ave. 
5-6:30 p.m. 

50th Anniversary Golf Dec. 9, 12:30 p.m. Sun City Country Club 
Tournament 9433 N. 107th ~ve. 

Holiday Around the World Dec. 10, 4 p.m. - Lakeview Center 
Party and Viewpoint Lake Boat 10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd. 
Parade -
50th Anniversary Grand Finale Jan. 14, 7-10 p.m. Sundial Auditorium 

14801 N. 103rd Ave. 

Source: SU<1 City 50th anniversary committee. 

Sun City timeline 

1960~ Sun City debuts Jan. 1. More than 
• 100,000 people show up the first weekend to 

view five model homes in a community de­
signed for active adults. 

1963 ~ The Sun City Home Owners Associ­
ation isformed. 

1964 - The only vote on incorporation is 
held. Voters reject incorporation 2,558 to 
1,036. 

1966 - The Sun City Fire District is.estab­
lished. 

1967 - Sun Bowl, an outdoor amphitheatre, 
opens. 

1968 - Sun City Symphony presents it s first 
concert. 

1969 - Construction of Boswell Hospital, 
now Banner Boswell Medical Center, begins. 

1972 - Sun City Community Association 
changes its name to Recreation Centers of 
Sun City Inc. 

1973 - Sheriff's Posse of Sun City organizes. 

1978 - Sun City is built out. 

1985 - President Ronald Reagan honors the 
Sun City PRIDES with a President's Volunteer 

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY· 

This aerial photo taken on Feb. 3, 1960, 
shows how Sun City looked a month after 
its opening day. 

Action Award. 

1988 - The Sun City Fire District cancels its 
contract with Rural/Metro and establ ishes its 
own fire department. 

1993 - Sun City is declared the "City of Vol­
unteers." 

2009 - Sun City's yearlong celebration of its 
50th anniversary kicks off Dec. 9. 

Source: Sun City Visitors Center. 

• 



Five unu~°:al things~about Sun City 
City of volunteers 

1 Sun City residents are kn·own 
for their volunteering spirit. 
Residents donate their time in 

schools, food banks and commu­
nity groups. In 1985, President 
Ronald Reagan honored the Sun 
City PRIDES with a President's 
Volunteer Action Award. 

Active lifestyle 

2 
What set Sun City apart 
when it opened in 1960 was 
its emphasis on an active­

adult lifestyle. Residents have many 
opportunities for recreation and so­
cializing, from playing golf and 

' swimming to meeting up for crafts 
activities and dancing. 

Pristine neighborhoods 

3 
Take a drive through Sun City, 
and its cleanliness stands out. 
Its walls are graffiti-free, 

streets are litter-free and trees and 
shrubs are trimmed. Trash contain­
ers are located underground. Resi­

. dents' front yards are.well-main-
tained. 

Safe community 

4 
More than 175 residents keep 
an eye on Sun City as mem­
bers of the Sun City Sheriff's 

Posse. They patrol neighborhoods, 
provide medical assistance, train 
residents to form a Neighborhood 
Watch and check the homes of res­
idents who are out of town. 

Popularity of golf cars 

5 The golf car is the second 
most popular mode of trans­
portation in Sun City, aq::ord• 

ing to the Sun City Visitors Center. 
Many people use their golf car as a 
second vehicle to run errands. Cus­
tomized golf cars are also a com­
mon sight on Sun City streets. 

• '. 
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Lifestyle is still golden as Sun 
City hits age 50 

by John Faherty - Jul. 4, 2010 12:00 AM 
The Arizona Republic 

Fifty years ago, Sun City was an idea. 

The idea was outrageous and revolutionary. 
It seemed almost dangerous. 

Old people - or older people, anyway - could 
spend the last 30 or 40 years of their lives 
having fun. 

Seniors stay active in Sun City 

You want to shovel snow and wait for the 
grandchildren to visit? Fine, stay in Iowa. If 
you want a place with low-priced homes and 
big blue skies, if you want clean streets and 
friendly neighbors, come to Sun City. 

It was marketing, of course. It was slick talk 
and high-pressure sales. And it worked. 

On Jan. 1, 1960, more than 25,000 people 
came to visit the five model homes on the 
western fringes of the Valley. 

That first weekend, 252 homes were sold. 
Within a month, 400. By the end of the year, 
2,000. 

Now, five decades later, Sun City is golf 
courses and swimming pools, chess clubs 
and shuffleboard. And it is home for more 
than 41 ,000 people. 

They enforce the rules that define the place 
while they celebrate its lifestyle. 

Each day, they work to make sure that Sun 

City's grand idea is their truth. 

The enforcer 

It is just after 7 in the morning, and Bill 
Szentmiklosi is standing on his tiptoes 
looking over a backyard fence in Sun City's 
Phase 1. 

"Oh, looky here, somebody's been doing 
some work," he says. "This is nice." 

Szentmiklosi, 59, is a Sun City resident. He is 
also the compliance manager for the Sun 
City Home Owners Association. It is his job 
to make sure his town remains as close to 
perfect as it can. 

Like many Valley communities, Sun City 
requires all homeowners to obey rules 
known as covenants, conditions and 
restrictions. 

If a resident breaks a rule, there is a good 
chance somebody - probably a neighbor -
will call the HOA's compliance department. 

In May, the HOA handled 935 reported 
violations. 
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Back in his car, Szentmiklosi continues to 
patrol the neighborhood. At another home, 
another problem. 

"Larry, Larry, this is better, but it's not done," 
he says to himself as he gets out of his 
minivan to check on a repeat violation for 
weeds. "So, I'll send him another letter." 

After serving as a police officer for 33 years 
in Michigan, he knows when to look the other 
way. 

At yet another property, Szentmiklosi bends 
over to measure the distance between the 
garage wall and the property line, knowing 
by eye that it's going to be short of 
regulation. 

"I'll measure this here. You need 5 feet," he 
says standing over his tape. ''This is 4 feet, 6 
inches. We won't quibble with this, not worth 
it. II 

The biggest problem he looks for is not 
illegal garages or weed-choked lawns. He's 
looking for young people. 

Age limits aren't just part of Sun City's 
image. They're in the law. 

The federal Fair Housing Act requires that at 
least 80 percent of the homes in 
communities like Sun City be occupied with 
somebody 55 or older. If a community is not 
in compliance, it is no longer a retirement 
community - it is just being discriminatory. 

The "age overlay" allows Sun City to not have 
a school district. This is what keeps property 
taxes at such low rates. 

Sun City's rules allow people under the age 
of 19 to visit but only for a total of 90 days 
in any 12-month period. 

In May, there were 47 reports alleging 
underage people living in Sun City homes. 

Szentmiklosi does not particularly like 
knocking on those doors. 

"We like to have a heart, but we need to look 
at the needs of the whole," he says. 

Szentmiklosi walks up to a door on Cinnabar 
Avenue and knocks. 

The report says a resident's adult daughter 
has moved into the home with three young 
children. 

The resident opens the door, and 
Szentmiklosi identifies himself. 

The woman immediately steps outside and 
closes the door behind her. 

"I have my grandkids over once in a while, 
but it's just visiting Grandma," she says. 

"Nothing wrong with that," Szentmiklosi 
replies. 

Then he starts asking some questions about 
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her children and where they live. Then they 
meander off topic about home remodeling, 
and he finally steers her back to her children 
and grandchildren. 

He appears to be looking for some 
inconsistencies, like the cop that he was for 
three decades. 

"Yeah, old habits are hard to change," he 
would say later. 

In the end, he thanks the woman for her 
time. The investigation, he says, is closed to 
his satisfaction. 

But just as he is leaving, he turns to her 
again. 

"Well, nice to see you this morning," he says 
with a smile. "You just need to know that 
somebody around here, one of your 
neighbors, is watching." 

The player 

At 9 in the morning in the pool hall of the 
Lakeview Lanes Recreation Center, Helen 
Gregory is ready to break. 

Gregory, 98, has been shooting pool for 30 
years. She spends every Monday and 
Saturday morning with the Billiard Belles. 

"Playing with your friends and visiting is very 
important when you get older," she says. "It's 
important to have things on your schedule, 
to have something to look forward to. I 
wouldn't miss it." 

Her husband taught her to play. Then her 
grandsons bought her some books on the 
game, which taught her "the nuances." 

She moves around the table slowly, chalking 
her stick before each shot. Her hands and 
arms have a little more quiver than she 
would like, but as she stands over a shot, 
she collects herself. She steadies at the last 
moment and then strikes. 

"I'm not especially good anymore," Gregory 
says. "I played it a lot better when I was in my 
80s." 

The playing is more important than the 
results. The Billiard Belles are her friends. 

"Oh, they are wonderful," Gregory says. 
"When some of them get too old, we keep 
getting nice new ones. They are all nice 
girls." 

When her husband of 73 years, Kenneth, 
died three years ago, she missed two weeks 
but then reappeared. 

"It gives me something to look forward to," 
she says. 

The other women in the group defer some to 
Gregory. She suspects they ease up a little 
on her during games, but they all say they 
do not. 
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After 90 minutes of shooting pool, the 
women then go for brunch at Mojoes, the 
restaurant in the recreation center. Gregory 
skips brunch. She can't hear well anymore 
and stopped going when she felt she was 
missing the conversations. 

But there is no way she is giving up the pool. 

"I still like the same things I always liked. I'm 
just older," she says. "I'm still me." 

The poster child 

In the noonday sun, Bill Pearson leaves the 
Sun Cities Museum, locks the door behind 
him and climbs into his golf cart for the 
drive home. 

He is 61 but looks 10 years younger. He is fit 
and intense. And he loves Sun City with a 
missionary zeal. 

He remembers when he flew down from St. 
Paul, Minn. 

"I fell in love with it the first time I came here 
in 1997 to visit my folks," Pearson says. 

He called his wife to make an announcement. 
"The second night after I got in, I called my 
wife and said, 'This is where we are going to 
retire," Pearson says. "She said, 'What?'" 

At the time of the call, Pearson was the 
president of the United Food & Commercial 
Workers Local 789. 

He routinely worked 80-hour weeks. He liked 
organizing and negotiating. He admits to 
relishing a good fight. 

He and his wife bought their Sun City home 

after Pearson turned 50 years old, still too 
young to move in. They rented it out for four 
years, then they did some work on it. Then 
they left Minnesota for good. 

"Everybody was stunned. I was a workaholic," 
Pearson says. ''To a person they said, 'You 
are going to be bored to tears.' I never 
looked back." 

What Pearson loved most about Sun City was 
its egalitarian nature. Although Sun City has 
a name, it is unincorporated. There is no city 
government. There are no positions of 
innate authority. There are volunteer boards 
and organizations that work together to 
keep the place going. 

"No one controls Sun City; we control 
ourselves," Pearson says. "I am a collectivist 
at heart. I think people do better when they 
have a sense of responsibility and 
ownership." 

Pearson has worked as hard at retirement as 
he did for the union. 

He spent his first two years volunteering at 
the visitors center. Then he went to the HOA, 
where he served as a board member. "We 
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rebuilt it from the ground up," he says. Now, 
he is the president of the Sun Cities Museum. 

He played racquetball fanatically until he had 
his knees replaced. Now, he is into lawn 
bowling. He sets a goal of reading three 
books a week. 

''When we go through life, we are always 
asking ourselves: What do I want to be when I 
grow up?" Pearson says. "I'm still asking 
myself that. I can wake up every day and ask 
myself: What do I want to do today?" 

The striker 

At 5 in the evening, Georgia Perry stands at 
the beginning of the lane, holding the 
bowling ball under her chin. 

Her approach is studied and slow, her 
backswing graceful. Her ball does snap into 
its hook as it rolls down the lane, as much as 
it seems to change direction gracefully, like 
it was pushed by a strong breeze into the 
pocket of space right between the 1 pin and 
the 3 pin. 

As all the pins fall , she turns around, smiles 
shyly and walks back. 

Perry, 69, loves the game, but she had never 
played it before she moved to Sun City from 
Connecticut in 1993. 

When she first arrived, she was into race 
walking and would routinely walk past the 
bowling alley in the recreation center near 
her home. 

She would often see a woman who worked at 
the center standing outside smoking, and 
she would wave to her. One day, they got to 
chatting. 

"She said I should come on in and give 
bowling a try," Perry says. "When I said I 
didn't know how, she said, 'Well, there is a 
lady right over there who can teach you.' " 

This, she says, is typical of her experience 
since moving here. Perry is a Black woman in 
a place that is, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, 96.1 percent White. 

Perry says she has felt as welcome here as 
anywhere else in the country. 

"It's all right. For me, it doesn't matter. It's all 
about who you are," Perry says. "When you 
find ignorance, you make room for it. You 
set them straight in a nice way. You find 
some here, but honestly, you find some 
everywhere." 

What brought Perry and her husband here is 
the warm sun after a lifetime of Connecticut 
winters. "Fry me to the moon," she says. 

But what keeps her here are the endless 
opportunities. "There is something to do 
every day. This is like a vacation for me.'' 

And one of those things is the bowling. It's 
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better exercise than you think, she says. 
Then she raises her short sleeve and shows 
off impressive biceps. 

The widow 

As night falls in Sun City, a bouquet of fresh 
flowers sits on the Brozka grave site at 
Sunland Memorial Park. 

Sunland was not around when Sun City 
opened in 1960. A cemetery might not have 
fit the image. 

But eventually even the most active of active 
adults are going to die. 

So Sunland opened two years later. 

The grave markers closest to the cemetery 
buildings show birth years in the 1890s and 
deaths in the 1960s and '70s. 

Moving west across the grass, the birth 
dates move into the 20th century. They show 
young men who went off to war to fight the 
Germans and the Japanese. 

Many of the gravesites are for two. Leonard 
Brozka, 1920-1999, lies next to an empty 
spot for Edith. 

"I'm only 87," Edith Brozka says. "People 
don't think I'm 87 because they think when 
you get old you have to get fat." 

Edith, in fact, is as healthy as can be. Every 
day she takes a multivitamin and a fish-oil 
pill. She goes for a checkup once a year, and 
the doctor advises her to keep doing what 
she is doing. 

On New Year's Day, 1942, Edith and Len 
eloped in Napoleon, Ohio. 

In 1991 , the couple moved to Sun City. Life 
was good. There were friends and activities. 
Then, in 1999, Len died. 

"I do miss my husband - oh yes, all the time. 
Fifty-eight years is a long time," Edith says. 
''They don't make them like that anymore. 
They don't come that nice." 

Three months after Len's death, her twin 
sister died. 

"Life goes on. You do what you have to do," 
Brozka says. "God gave me a life, and he 
meant me to live it." 

So she volunteers at the local hospital. She is 
committed to exercise and never misses her 
water-aerobics classes. She also loves to 
sew. 

"I'm always shortening slacks for 
somebody," Brozka says. "It seems we are all 
getting shorter." 

Her life, she says, is full and rich and filled 
with friends. 

Her daughter, back in Pennsylvania, used to 
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nudge her mother to come back east. But 
Sun City is her home. It is her husband's 
home, too. 

"I'll still get him flowers, just to let him know 
that I am thinking about him," Brozka says. 
"I'll be buried with Len. After 58 years, I can't 
leave him. He's waiting for me." 

Reach the reporter at john. 
faherty@arizonarepublic .com. 

Copyright © 2009, azcentral.com. All rights 
reserved. Users of this site agree to the Terms 
of Service and Privacy Policy/Your California 
Privacy Rights 
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VF SC 50 TH ANNIV ERSARY INDEPENDENT MAY 16,2010 

Sun Citians celebrate Webb's birthday 
' , 

By Bill Pearson 
Temperatures are starting to heat up and 

with those tepid temps come a lower 
arid more indoor activities. 

Throw into the mix the 
winter residents leaving by 
the motorhome load and it 
becomes apparent w hy the 
Sun City 50th anniversary 
festivities fall off during the 
summer months. 

However, there are still Bill 
events going on and per- Pearson 
haps none more promi-

nent than the birthday celebration for Sun 
City's founder, Del Webb. He died on July 4, 
197 4 at the age of 76. If he was still alive, he 
would be turning 111. Not an age unhear-d 
of in this fabled community. 

The festivities will be conducted at the· 
Oakmont Recreation Center, 10725 W Oak­
mont Drive, on Sunday May 16. Th~ doors 
open at noon with cake and refreshments 
being served on the patio from 12:30 to 3:45 
p.m. Two presentations will be conducted 
inside the rec center, the first starti_ng at I 
p.m. and the second at 2:45 p.m. 

See Birthday - Page 28 

for as few as four people and reservations Birthday . can be made by calling 623-974-2568 .and 
I asking for Judy. 

I 
Conti~ued F rom Page 17 Raffle tickets for the Smart Car to be giv-

en away at the 50th anniversary closing cer­
Party favors, a cadre of Webb employees emony in January are moving briskly and 

' siopping by, Jim Gatscher presenting "The tickets can be purchased all summer at the 
Life and Times of Del Webb" and Sun City's Sun City Visitors Center, 16820 N. 99th Ave. 
own renown actress Tanya Griffin portray- They are on reduced hours during the sum­
ing Webb's secretary Maxine Newman w ill mer, mornings Monday through Saturday. 
be included in the day's activities. Shirts, hats, visors and other memorabilia is 

To help make the festivities even more also on sale there. 
memorable, the Del Webb Sun Cities Muse- ,:dl , N M. A • s, c· 
um (next door_ to the Oakmont Recreation 

50 
h,:,, 1 Anor s. ote: r. -earson 15 un tty 

) · 4 30 t nwersary Comm1ltee publicity 
Center will be open from noon to : pm. h . 
During this 50-year celebration of the com- ~ c a,rman. 
munity's birth, the museum has been sport-
ing record crowds and this special Sunday 
opening should add to those impressive 
totals. 

Later that evening, the Arizona Trio w ill 
be playing an outdoor show at the Sun 
Bowl starting at 7:30 p.m. For those who still 

I
, have gas in that tired old tarik, the.Sun City 

Players w ill be performing "Laugh Out" on 
/ Monday, May 17 at the Mountain View Ree­l reation Center auditorium, 9749 N. 107th 

Ave., beginning at 7 p.m. Tickets will be on 

I sale at the door or in advance . 
. The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum will 

I shift to its summer hours June I . Recogniz-
ing many of the year-round residents are 
working, the summer hours will be 9 a.m.­
noon Thursdays and Saturdays and 5-8 p.m. 
Fridays. In addition, group tours can be run 



- ---= - - ------

-Happy. Birthday Del Webb! 
The Sun Cities Area Historical Society celebrated the 111th birthday of the community's founder with 
a special event May 16 at Oakmont Recreation Center. More than 200 people attended the program, 
which featured complimentary cake, recollections of the early days of the community by several 
former Del Webb Development Co. employees, and a special biography on the life ol Del Webb as 
told by Jim Gatscher of the Sun City Players. By the end of the day, 450 slices of cake were served 
and 215 people toured the Del E. Webb Sun Cities Museum located next door to Oakmont Recreation 
Center. Above is Mr. Gatscher portraying the famous builder in "The Lile and Times of Del Webb," a. 
story accompanied by a Powerpoint presentation. Below left, Jane Freeman, founder of the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society, and Bill P~arson, SCAHS president, prepare to cut lhe ceremonial cake. Be• 
low right, Bev Dryer Stewart, founder and second coach of the Sun City Saints, shared stories about 
the community's national championship women's fast-pitch softball team. The team played in Sun 
City during the 1970s and 1980s, and was immensely popular with local fans. Ms. Stewart, 71, now 
lives in Phoenix and has donated a large collection of Saints memorabilia to the museum. 

- - -- - - - -



VFF SC MYSTERY PHOTO WINNERS INDEPENDENT SEP TEMBER 8 , 2010 

independent Newspapers/Julie Maurer 

Mystery photo winners 
Independent Newspapers West Valley Publisher Charlene Bisson presented four Diamondbacks tick­
ets to Christa and Bill Hayes of Sun City. They won the random drawing of the feature Image Enigma, 
presented by Independent Newspapers in partnership with the Sun Cities Historical Society. 



VF SC IMAGE ENIGMA WINNERS CHRISTA AND BILL HAYES I NDEPENDENT SEPTEMBER 1 , 2010 

Image Enigma Winners 
Christa ~nd Bill Hayes have been announced 
as the.winner ~f ln~ependent Newspaper's 
an~ the Sun City H1~torical Society's Im.age 
En1gm~ contest. They won tickets to the Ari­
zona Diamondbacks vs. San Francisco Giants 
game Wednesday, Sept. a. 
1:h~ -Hayes can claim their prize by calling o 
v1s1t,ng Independent Newspapers at 623-97;-
6101 ~r 17220 N. Boswell Blvd. suite L101 
Sun City, 85373. ' • 



SUN CITY INDEPENDENT 
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Readers are wondering why the Independent 

~ ~~E ::1:ll) didn;t print the answers to ·Iast week's Image 
.= E - -~ .c ~ "C Enigma. We apologize for the confusion. Here 7; ca~c;:= ~ 
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~ m enc..:,>- · 
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I IMAGE ENIGMA 

Submitted photo/Courtesy of the Sun Cities H_istorical Society 

Guess who? 
Independent Newspapers and the Sun Cities Historical Society present a mystery photo contest. Ea~h 
week the Independent will feature a new photo and readers are invited to guess the picture. Those 
with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing to win Arizona Diamondbacks tickets vs. the 
San Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Who is in the above picture? Do you know the 
significance of the event? Hint: He was a popular performer on the Lawrence Welk show. E-mail 
answers to Bill Pearson at scahs@scazhistory.org. The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont 
Drive, hosts summer hours 9 a.m.-noon Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Friday. 

Image Enigma 
Answers Revealed 

6/16: Sun City celebrates its 10th anniversary 
with TV star Myron Floren at the Sun Bowl. 
Mr. Floren was a regular performer on the 
popular Lawrence .Welk television show and 
frequent performer in Sun City and Sun City 
West throughout the years. Independent 
reader Karen Stephenson shares a memory 
of Myron: She used to listen to her friend's 
father practice the accordion with him and 
play soccer. Reader Susan Sagahon said 
she had the opportunity to play on stage with 
him in the 50s at the Shrine Auditorium in Los 
Angeles, Calif. · 
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SUN .CITY INDEPENDENT 

IMAGE ENIGMA 

Submitted photo/Courtesy of the Sun Cities Historical Society 

Ready to roll! 
Independent Newspapers and the Sun Cities Historical Society present a mystery photo contest. Each 
week the Independent will feature a new photo and readers are invited to guess the picture. Those 
with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing to win Arizona Diamondbac~s tickets vs. the 
San Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Do you know the significance of this event? 
E-mail answers to scahs@scazhistory.org. The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive, 
hosts summer hours 9 a.m.-noon Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Friday. 

June 23, 201 O 

Image Enigma 
Answers Revealed 

6/23: Sun City celebrates the opening of the 
Sun City Area Transit. Image Enigma will 
return 7114. Thank you for your patience. 
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IMAGE ENIGMA 

Submitted photo/Courtesy of the Sun Cities Historical Society ! 

Welcome 
·independent Newspapers c1nd the Sun Cities Historical Society present. a mystery photo contest. 
The Independent will feature a new photo and readers are invited to guess the picture. fhose with 
the correct answer will be entered into a drawing to win Arizona Diamondbacks tickets vs. the San 
Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Do you know the significance of this event? E-mail 
answers to scahs@scazhistory.org. The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive, hosts 
summer hours 9 a.rn.-noon Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Friday. 

Image Enigma 
Answers, Revealed -

Aug.4 
New residents were always officially wel­
comed to the community during a "Newcom­
ers Coffee" hosted by the Del Webb Corpora­
tion. Picturedw as an early 1960's event at 
Town Hall Cenier (now Fairway Recreation 
Center). The tradition has continued through 
the years-and Newcomers Coffees are today 
still conducted on a regular basis in both Sun 
City and Sun City West. 
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IMAGE ENIGMA 

Submitted photo/Courtesy of the Sun Cities Historical Society 

What's new? 
Independent Newspapers and the Sun Cities Historical Society present a mystery photo contest. Each 
week the Independent will feature a new photo and rea~ers are invited to guess the picture. Those 
with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing to win Arizona Diamondbacks tickets vs. the 
San Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Do you know the significance of this event? 
E-mail answers to scahs@scazhistory.org. The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive, 
hosts summer hours 9 a.m.-noon Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Friday. 

Image Enigma 
Answers Revealed -

Aug. 11 
Visitors preview the second set of model 
homes and the second recreation center 
(Town Hall Recreation Center - now Fairway 
Recreation Center) at the corner of 107th and 
Peoria avenues. The new series of model 
homes was unveiled on Jan. 29, 1961 and 
40,000 attended the opening, The second 
section of Sun City to be constructed featured 
·1,975 homes and 400 apartments. 
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!IMAGE ENIGMA 

I Submitted photo/Courtesy of the Sun Cities Historical Society 

!Say cheese 
I Independent Newspapers and·the Sun Cities Historical Society present a mystery photo contest. Each 
week the Independent will feature a new photo and readers are invited to guess. the picture. Those 

1 with the correct answer will be entered into a drawing to win Arizona Diamondbacks tickets vs. the 

I 
San Francisco Giants 6:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8. Oo you know the significance of this event? 
E-mail answers to scahs@scazhistory.org. The Sun Cities Historical Society, 10801 Oakmont Drive, 
hosts summer hours 9 a.m.-ni>on Thursday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. Friday. 

J 
Image Enigma 

Answers Revealed 
Au~. 18 

The idea of a community dev.oted entirely to 
active retirees generated interest from media 
throughout the world. The Del Web,b Corpora­
tion's talented public relations and .marketing 
team was adept at promoting the community 
through the printed word and photos that 
.always showed residents having fun and 
enjoyii;ig life. In 1963, the PR team lines up 
residents in lounge chairs for a promotional 
advertisement that would be published in the 
Saturday Evening Post. 



Kiek Stt,rt: Historical society gives $5,000 pledge 

.. .~ . .,. 
>\tU\4'1\."t~ll'r $ x)\~l 

lndependen1 Newspapers Rusty Bradshaw 
Dave Verble, left, Sun Cities Historical Society president, prese11ts Susan Sommers, 
Sun City 50th Anniversary Committee president , with a mock check for $5,000, pledg­
ing the o rganization woul,:' contribute that amount to the celebration activities. 

Committee seeks resident help 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun City', 50th anniversary 
go1 a Jump stan 111 funding las! 
"eek 

The Sun C'1t1es Historical 
Society pledged $5.000 to the 
committee toordllldllllll till' 
celebration ii< t1v1t1c, lor 20 I U 
The annou11cc111cnt wa:, made 
dunng the Sun City 50th An­
niversary Committee's Jan. 21 
public meeting, which drew 
about 20 people. 

The historical ,ociety pledge 
kick-stanecl the committee's 
ru11dra1s111g df11rts. whirh twve 
Llccn slo\, , o lar. ac:cordmg to 
Sun City resident Bill Pearson 

"We didn 't gc'l much from 
busmesses outside Sun City," 
Mr. Pearson said. "We will do 
what Sun City residents have al­
ways done, we will look with111 
for what we need." 

In addition, the commit­
tee cut back on some or the 
planned activities, with the 
hope that if rundraising picks 

Related Link 
www.sunc1ty50thann1versary.org 

up some can be added back in, 
accordmg to Sun City resident 
Su,an Sommers, 50th an111ver­
,ar, committee pre,1dent 

"\\.e do ha1e people and 
busmesse, c:om111g forward," 
Ms. Sommers said. "But 11 1s dif­
ficult out there." 

Businesses that have com­
mitted to supporting the effort 
111clude Colby Management, 
Ken Meade Realty. Sun City 
Ho111e Owners Association. 
Sun,h1111· Senice. W1nclemere 
Realt) Thunderbird, Union 
Hills Country Club, Recreation 
Centers or Sun City and the Sun 
Cities H1stoncal Society. 

"We started people think­
ing about the celebration at 
the Circle of 50 breakfast in No­
vember," Ms. Sommers. 

Donation boxes for the com­
mittee dre available at Safeway, 
10926 W. Bell Road, through 
mid-March, she added. One 

rt·s1de11t suggested aµprnacl1 
mg grocery stores about their e­
'>rnpt program. winch do11all's 
a small percentage ol sale, to 
nonprofit orga111zat1ons The 
Sun C1tv Posse utilizes the e­
scnpt program However. Ms. 
Sommer, said con11n1ttee o[h­
cials were looking for funding 
that provided money up front. 

"Also, if you get too many 
organizations doing the same 
thing it dilutes the program for 
all those participating," said Sun 
City resident Paul Herrmann. 
committee publicity coordina­
tor and Sun City Visitors Center 
director 

In calling on Sun City res1 
dents and businesse; to help 
the effort, he quoted commu­
nity founder Del Webb. who 
said, "I built you a community, 
but only you can fulfill its prom­
ise." 

Mr. Herrmann ;aid Sun 
City's longevity indicates ;1gnif­
icant work has been done on 

See Help - Page !) 
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Help 
Continued Prom Page l 

that fulfi llment, but the yearlong 
50th anniversary in 20 IO needs 
resident and business participa­
tion to showcase it. 

" It is up to us to step up to the 
plate and make this work," he 
said. 

Mr. Pearson encouraged resi­
dents to step forward· in large 
numbers to support the anniver­
sary celebration both monetarily 
and with volunteer efforts. When 
speaking of ttw anI11versary spon­
sor stickers sold for $50 each, he 
paused, took SI 00 fro1n his wallet 
and said, "I'll take two." 

"Now is the time for you to 
show how much you love Sun 
City," Mr. Pearson said. " If the 
community works together, we 
don't need anything from outside 
our walls." · 

He suggested if all of the 
2,500 sponsor stickers are sold, 
that would give the committee 
$125,000, enough to pay for the 
celebration. 

"We can show the world why 
Sun City is the best retirement 
COITIITIUntly in the world," he 
said. '· lfwe don't take pride in our 
community it w on't be here in SO 
years." 

Mr. Pearson and his wife, 
Lori Peterson, will co chair the 
committee's sports events sub­
committee. But he said he had 

another unofficial job. 
"It is my job to get you all 

pumped up about this," he said. 
The committee has a tenta­

tive schedule of events, ioclud, 
ing grand opening ceremonies 
Dec. 9 and a golf tournament the 
following day. The year-long cel­
ebration will kick off Jan. I with 
the ringing of church bells and 
chimes. followed by an anniver­
sary party commemorating the 
Jan. I . 1960, opening of Sun City. 
Other monthly events include a 
concert and dance in February, a 
parade and barbecue in March, a 
community variety show in April, 
a birthday party for Del Webb 
in April, an Independence Day 
pancake breakfast in July, an ice 
cream social in August, a sock 

hop in September, an Oktoberfest 
in October, a second community 
variety show in November and a 
grand finale in December. 

Ms. Sommers said other activi­
ties will be added to the calendar 
as they are finalized. 

"We're working with all the 
clubs and organizations to see 
what they want to do in partner­
ship w ith us," she said. 

Visit www.suncitySOthanniver­
sary.org or e-mail SunCitySOth­
Anniversary@ cox.net to volun­
teer or clonilte to the committee. 

Post your opinions in the Public 
Issues Forw n at www .newszap.com . 

Sun Cities News Editor Rusty Brad­
shaw can be rea ched at 623-445-

2 725 or rbra<fshaw<f! newszap.com. 

_·1 



5 ,ty 5 50 Ann crsary 

Fiv -Tl u~ ,n:J 

The Sun City 50th Anniversary Committee received an unexpected 
surprise during its Jan. 21 meeting. The Sun Cities Historical Society 
announced its was lending its full support to the campaign marking the 
50th anniversary of the opening of Sun City and presented the 
committee with a $5,000 donation. The gift is the largest single donation 
received by the committee to date. David Verble, left, president of the 
Historical Society, presented the donation. Next year, 2010, marks the 
golden anniversary for the nation's most famous retirement community. 
For information on contributing to the committee and activities planned 
for 2010, email SunCity50thAnniversary@cox.net. 
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I Ring the Bell 
highlig~ts 
July 4 activities 
By Bill Pearson 
Special to the Independent 

Fourth of July celebrations are nothing 
new to Sun City. The community has 
always been as patriotic as anywhere in 

the country. 
Sun City has large numbers of veterans 

living within the walls and those who aren't 
have always been quick to pay tribute to 
those who are. Celebrating the country's 
birthday and honoring those who sacrificed 
for freedoms is just what Sun City residents 
do. 

This year is an extra special treat with Sun 
City celebrating 50 years of existence. The 
14-month party continues Monday, July 4 
with an early morning continental breakfast 
at the Bell Recreation social halls sponsored 
by Pricilla Richie and the Ken Meade Green­
way office. She brings w ith her a fabulous 
war memorabilia collection that you will not 
want to miss. 

The breakfast will run from 7-9 a.m. Im­
mediately following that, is U1e annual Rec­
reation Centers of Sun City ringing of the 
bell ceremony led by Uncle Sam, Sun City 
resident Ray Mills, and a supporting cast of 
inspiring characters. The program runs from 
9:30-11 :00 a.m. 

For those eager for more, the Del Webb 
Sun Cities Museum, 10801 Oakmont Drive, 
next door to the Oakmont Recreation Cen­
ter, will open its doors from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
For those unfamiliar with how the Sun City 
"Liberty" replica bell came to be, there will 
be a pictorial display giving all of the details 
on its birth. 

The museum is housed in one of the orig­
inal model homes, restored in part to look 
as it did opening day 1960. The displays and 
collections included inside provide a history 
of how Sun City was created. 

See Bell - Page 20 

Bell 
Continued From Page 2 

The museum's summer hours are 9 a.m. 
to noon Thursday and Saturday mornings 
and 5-8 p.m. Friday evenings from 5 p.m. 
Summer hours run June and July and Friday 
nights in July will provide an added bonus. 
This late night, date night special will feature 
the 22-minute film "The Beginnings" and 
each Friday evening will have a twist w ith 
popcorn and other special treats. . 

The Museum can also be opened for 
those looking to bring a group, club or orga­
nization though by calling 623-974-2568 and 
scheduling a convenient time. 

July's fun does not end there. A free con­
cert is scheduled 7 p.m. Sunday, July 18 at 
Sundial Recreation Center, 14801 N. 103rd 
Ave. This one is a bit unique for Sun City as 
the RCSC has stepped up to bring in a group 
that is expected to appeal to a younger 
crowd. The Simon and Garfunkel Tribute 
band will play hits that many of the boom­
ers will even be able to sing along to. 

Tickets for the January 50th anniversary 
rafffe are on sale at the Sun City Visitor Cen­
ter, open mornings Monday-Saturday· until 
Labor Day. 

Editor's Note: Mr. Pearson is a Sun Cities 
Historical Society Museum Board of Direc­
tors member. 
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Sun City serves up 
anniversary events 

JOY S1.AGOWSIU/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Soroptimist Dorothy Kay of Sun City Grand 
serves strawberry shortcake Saturday at the 
Lakeview Recreation Center in Sun City for 
a festival celebrating Sun City's 50th Anni­
versary. 

JOY SLAGOWSKI 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

A strawbeny festival and an 
open house at Del Webb Sun Cit­
ies Museum drew steady crowds 
Saturday for another in a series of 
events celebrating Sun City's 50th 
Anniversary. 

The Valley of the Sun Soropti­
mists sponsored the strawbeny 
festival in Lakeview Recreation 
Center social hall. 

Proceeds benefit Soroptimist's 
Service Fund, which provides 
scholarships and grants to com­
munity organizations to improve 
the lives of women and girls both 
locally and around the world. 

Jo Williams and Gretchen Long 
of Sun City came to help the chari­
ties, as much as for the dessert. 

"We read about it in the pa­
per and wanted to help the good 
cause/ Long said. 

Event organizer Priscilla Fenner, 
said the group wanted to revive 
the spring festival which was dur­
ing Mother's Day weekends in the 
1970s. 

"Everyone likes shortcake just 
fine," Fenner said. 

Strawbeny festival participants 
were encouraged to visit the Del 
Webb Sun Cities Museum, where 

JOY SI.ACOWSII/DAILY NEWS-SUN 
Roger and Judy Burnett of Sun City listen to Bill Pearson talk about the history of Sun City 
during their visit Saturday to the Del WebbSun Cities Museum. Pearson is president of the 
Sun Cities Historical Society. 

new exhibits celebrate Del E. 
Webb, his company, baseball and 
golf and Marinette, the town site in 
the cotton fields on which Sun City 
was built. 

Judy and Roger Burnett were 
two of the first visitors at the open 
house, after attending the straw­
beny festival. 

Though they have lived in Sun 
City six years, this was their first 
visit to the museum. The Burnetts 
work, so they said they have not 
had the opportunity to explore all 
Sun City has to offer. 

"We're learning more than we 
knew before today about Sun City," 
Judy said. "We didn't know Del 
Webb was involved with so many 
other things besides Sun City." 

Bill Pearson, president of Sun 
Cities Historical Society. said the 

museum has seen a dramatic in­
crease in visitors this year. 

"We've had 1.450 people visit 
in the last four months ," Pearson 
said. "And that is more than we 
have had in two and a half years." 

"We wanted this to be the best 
year ever, and we have already 
achieved that," he said. 

The museum occupies one of 
the first homes Webb built for the 
1960 debut of Sun City. It is open 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at 10801 W. Oak­
mont Drive. 

On June 1, the museum will 
switch to summer hours: 9 a.m. 
to noon Thursdays and Saturdays, 
and 5 to 8 p.m. on Fridays. 

Joy Slagowski may be reached 
at 623-876-2414 or Jslagowski@ 
yourwestvaUey.com. 



NICK OZA/THE REPUBLIC 

Dolan Ellis, 
Arizona's 
official state 
balladeer, will 
entertain 
Saturday _ 
afternoon at 
.the Sundial 
Recreation 
Center. 

Parade celebrates. Sun City's 50th anniversary 
This Saturday marks one of the next big events for Sun City's 50th anniversary. 

A community parade will travel from the Bell Recreation Center to the Sundial 
Recreation Center. Refreshments and entertainment will be provided afterward. 

-:- Sherry Anne Rubiano/ The Republic/ azcentral.com 

PARADE ROUTE 
The parade will begin at 10 a.m. at the Bell Recreation Center, near Bell Road and 99th Ave­
nue. The parade will travel west on Hutton Drive to Del Webb Boulevard, south on Del 
Webb Boulevard to Talisman Road, and east on Talisman to Boswell Boulevard. The parade 

. will end at the Sundial Recreat ion Center. It will feature floats, a dance band, a Wells Fargo 
stagecoach, Shriners, the Luke Air Force Base Color Guard, camels, a horse drill team, and 
the Come Back Buddy Band. The parade is sponsored by Royal Oaks Lifecare Community. 

PARADE DINNER 
After the parade, food and refreshments.can be purchased from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Suridial 
center. Entertainment will fnclude Marshall Trimble, Arizona's official state historian, and 
Dolan Ellis, Arizona's official state ball~deer. 

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY · 
Paul Herrmann, executive director of. the Sun City Visitors Center, said the parade is de­
signed to be a good time, which matches the overall theme of Sun City's 50th anniversary 
yearlong celebration. Upcoming events include a golf tournament April 10, the Sun Bowl 
Variety Show April 21, and Del Webb's Birthday Party on May 16. 

INFORMATION 
Visit www.suncitySOthanniversary.org for a full calendar of events or call the Sun City Vis­
itors.Center at 623-977-5000. 
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Everybody loves a parade 
By Bill Pearson 

From Sun City's earliest days, parades 
have played an important role in anni­
versary celebrations. 

This 50th anniversary is no different and 
may well be the biggest and best of them all. 
Scheduled for Saturday, March 13, the Del 
Webb 50th Anniversary parade route will 
leave from Bell Recreation Center, 16820 
N. 99th Ave., and go down Hutton Drive to 
Del Webb Boulevard, turning onto Tailsman 
Road and proceeding to Boswell Boulevard 
ending at Sundial Recreation Center, 14801 
N. 103rd Ave. 

The parade begins at IO a.m. and will 
take approximately two hours. It is 3.3 miles 
along the parade route and the number of 
vehicles, animals, marchers and assorted 
entries are bigger and better than any past 
parade Sun City has ever been. We encour­
age watchers to get their lawn chairs out ear­
ly and for U10se living on the parade streets 
that intersect, plan your day accordingly. The 
parade route will be blocked off from traffic 
for the safety of those entered. 

Leading the festivities will be the grand 
marshals Dolan Ellis and Marshall Trimble. 
Once they arrive at Sundial Recreation Cen­
ter they will be performing at the afternoon 
barbeque in the center parking lot. The Sun­
dial Men's Club will be selling brats and chips 
for $2, and pop, beer and water for $1. 

Without giving too much away, there will 
be camels, a stagecoach, horses, mini-cars, 
classic cars and a plethora of other types of 
units assembled. You won't want to miss 
this 50th gala event as it will be one for the 
ages. 

March is one of our busiest months and 
beyond the parade and barbeque, there are 
dozens of events. One of the most popular is 
WJSConsin Days scheduled Thursday, March 
4 (the anniversary program had the wrong 
date so please take note). It will run from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and will be at the Sun Bowl. 
There is a $7 donation for those attending. 

One day later, Friday, March 5, there will 
be a group photo opportunity for all those 
taking part in the February 50-mik· chal­
lenge. Our goal is to assemble all thost> par­
ticipating and capture for posterity , 1st 110\" 
active Sun City residents are. There will be 

GUEST 
Commentary 
Bill Pearson 

some great door prizes for those who turn 
in their log sheets so if you were involved 
come on down to the Sun Bowl at I p.m. 
and be memorializecJ as one of the many. 

As always, you can refer to your handy 
50th Anniversary guide for times, dates and 
places. If you need one, copies are available 
at the Sun City Visitor Center, 16820 N. 99th 
Ave., and other locations in the community. 
Better yet, visit our Web site at www.sunci­
tySOthanniversary.org for the updated calen­
dar with times and locations corrected. T­
shirls, golf shirts and other 50th anniversary 
items are still on sale at the Visitor Center 
as well. 

And one last reminder: Our RCSC 50th 
anniversary golf tournament still has some 
openings. This event will be at Sun City's 
first golf course and will feature a 7:30 a.m. 
shotgun start. The North Course, 12650 N. 
107th Ave., is historic and only a fitting site 
for this fun event. There will be lots of gim­
micks, games and awesome prizes, so get 
your entries in soon or run the risk of be­
ing shut out. The forms are available at the 
Visitor Center, online at our Web site or the 
various Sun City golf courses. 

Hope to see you all at the parade. 

Editor's Note: Mr. Pearson is Sun City 
50th Anniversary Committee publicity chair 
man. 
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MY VIEW 

Sun City's 50th 
Anniversary 
events dot 
calendar 

Blll'fARSON 
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
SUN CITY '50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Though the 50th anniversaiy date has come and 
g~ne, the year long celebration is in full swing with th 
~l endar of ev~nts jam-packed with non-stop action e 

early, there is something for everyone and if . 
~aven't received a copy of the pro or if o!ou 
it o~t, ~ere are ~opies available a~ Visitrrs c~f:. 

ommg up this week are two examples of th 
of events. On Friday at the Sun Bowl is the 

O 
~ range 

ceremony for the Arizona Senior Olym . S pe g 
at 4 p.m., this kickoff marks the first tkiC:·s ~ . 

I ~~!1fJ::ty~ost ~o trued· sbgrand. event that cele~t~ the 
e en3oy Y seruors all across Arizo 

Then over the next two weeks, Sun City will be th~a. 
home o~ five of the dozens of games. The o . 
emony is free and open to the public. perung cer-

1 

Sa~day at the Sundial auditorium, we are havin 
a _special semi-formal dance. The Howard Schneider g 
B~g Band Q_rchestra will play from 6:30 to 10 
Tickets are $10 . p.m .. 
light refr hm per person, it is BYOB. There will be 

10 
. es ents, coffee and ice water on hand The 

I 
-p~ece orchestra will ensure an evening of ~t 

~8:1~~li~r ~~ tsCity rec ~d holders and it f open to 
I . . c e are available at the door and at th 
.Sun Citv VISitors Center through Friday. e 

I The remainder of the month has a half dozen great 
bpporturiities as well so please check your program 

(

for dates, times and locations. You can also visit our 
Web site at www.suncity50thanniversary.org for the 
updated calendar of events. 

1 March promises to be the biggest and best of cel-
l ebrations yet. Heading up the long lineup of events is 

I 
the Del Webb 50th Anniversary Parade scheduled on 
March 13. Never will Sun City have seen the likes of 
this 3-mile caravan and collection of pure joy. Details 
will come but be sure to mark your calendar for a 
day of fun because immediately following the parade 
will be the Parade Barbeque in the Sundial rec center 
parking lot. Tickets for food, beer and beverages will be 
ridiculously inexpensive and the entertainment will be 
exceptional. 

And for those of you who participated in the 50-Mile 
Challenge, we will have a photo shoot at the Sun Bowl. 
It is scheduled for March 5 at 1 p.m., so plan on stop­
ping by and getting your picture taken with all of the 
other fitness fanatics. 

While the details are still being worked out, the Dai­
ly News-Sun and the 50th Anniversary Committee is 
hammering out what may well qualify for a Guinness 
World Book of Records event. The Sun City Showcase 
of Homes will be on March 5, 6 and 7. Stay tuned as 
we plan to show the world exactly why Sun City is the 
best value for active retirement living in the country. 

Easy to see there is lots going on, and we hope 
you all are taking part in these world-class events. As 
always, you can get more information from the Sun 
City Visitors Center or by visiting our Web site posted 
above. 50th Anniversary merchandise is available 
at the Visitors Center open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. 

Hope to see you all at the events. 



• • 

Arizona republic 12.12.2009 

SURPRISE COUNCIL REPEALS RV COMM 

·- :-.ieL, i '2 r westvalley.azcentral.c 
t;:;:;;::;;;:;:;t,:,r-f,f;.,,~~ ... .., .. ,;"'~~f.~~:i,~ ~~~.,,;. .. ,r'"':..4:,s.::Fr·:,-~.,,"1;1~~~ .,~, .,,..::;'!l=::.:.:,.,., ~'°"';:.;ri!!; 

NICK OZA/THE REPUBLIC 

Shirley Cleveland of Sun City Choraliers (front) is joined by Patty 
Mason (left) and Jocelyn Rogers at Sundial Recreation Center. 

Sun City 
Sµn City got an early start on its 50th anniversary 
celebrations this week. The community's official anniversary 
is Jan. 1. More events are planned to mark the occasion. 
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Retirement area 
Sun City turns 50 

REAGOR 

Sun City's 50th 
Fifty years ago, developer Del E. Webb 

opened his first Sun City retirement 
community just as retirees were begin­
ning to flock to Arizona for its warm 
weather. 

Del Webb's company, which was 
bought by Pulte Homes in the late 1990s, 
changed the way Americans retire and 
helped make Arizona a destination. 

The original Sun City continues to 
draw residents, as do the three newer 
Sun Cities west of it in the Valley. 
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Sun City celebrates 
'extraordinary past, 

brilliant future' 
STAFF REPORT 

After an opening ceremony earlier 
, this month, Sun City will officially 
begin its 50th anniversary year of 
celebration Friday, To mark the occa­
sion, the Sun City 50th Anniversary 
Committee will play host to a party 
from noon to 2 p,m. at the Bell Rec­
reation Center Social Hall, complete 
with entertainment and refresh­
ments. Following the party, the Del 
Webb Sun Cities Museum, located at 
10801 W. Oakmont Drive, will have 
an open house for those interested in 
taking a trip back in time. The open 
house will be from 2 to 4 p.m. 

While organiZers are certainly hop­
ing for a large turnout at Friday's 
party, they would be crazy to expect 
a turnout like Del Webb got back on 
Jan. I , 1960. When Del Webb and 
his partners decided to greenlight the 
active retirement community that 
would become Sun City, they were 
confident it would be a hit, but they 
did not know what the early response . 

.would be. Webb 
worked for more 
·than five months 
to convert a cot­
ton· field into a 
city, complete 

~ with a golf course, 
recreation cen­

ter, shopping center and five model 
homes. With lots of press coverage 
leading up· to the opening weekend, 
Webb said he hoped to have 10,000 
people visit for opening weekend. 
He was off just a little - by about 
90,000. 

More than 100,000 people visited 
Sun City that weekend, proving to 
Webb and the rest of the world that a 
new era in retirement living had be­
gun. The response on Jan. 1, 1960, 
proved that retiring adults wanted 
more out of their twilight years than 
to sit on the couch . Those 100,000 
people proved, contrary to popular 
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PHOTO COURTESY OEL WEBB SUN CITIES HISTORICAL MUSEUM · 

Crowds jam the streets of the infant Sun City on Jan. 1, 1960. 

SUN CITY 
Fll■l1 

belief, retirees were indeed will­
ing to leave their families and 
cross the country to live among 
their peers. 

The accomplishment was not 

lost on Webb, in fact, it was a 
great source of pride. In 1 g·s2, 
Webb was profiled in TIME Mag­
azine, and in that interview he 
said Sun City was his greatest 
achievement. 

"When I see what we've built, 
it's the most satisfying thing 
that's ever happeh~ to me . . 
An · old fellow came up to me 

once with tears in his eyes and 
thanked me for building Sun 
City. He said he was planning to 
spend the happiest 40 years of 
his life there." 

. Friday, today's Sun City resi­
dents will have a chance to hon­
or that accomplishment. 

Sun City. Fifty years later, and 
still going strong. 

W008 3113NI~VW/38I~~0 S37VS 008 
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Sun City celebrates 
'extraordinary past, 

brilliant future' 
STAFF REPORT . 

' 

would be. Webb 
worked for more 
than five months 
to convert a cot-
ton field into a 
city, complete 
with a golf course, 
recreation cen-

ter, shopping center and five model 
homes. With lots of press coverage 
leading up to the opening weekend, 
Webb said he hoped to have 10,000 
people visit for opening weekend. 
He was off just a little - by about 
90,000. 

\. 

After an opening ceremony earlier 
this month, Sun City will officially 
begin its SOW anniversary year of 
celebration Friday. To marlc the occa­
sion, the Sun City 50th Anniversaiy 
Committee will play host to a party 
from noon to 2 p.m. at the Bell Rec­
reation Center Social Hall, complete 
with entertainment and refresh­
ments. Following the party, the Del 
Webb Sun Cities Museum, located at 
10801 W. Oakmont Drive, will have 
an open house for those interested in 
taking a trip b;ick in time. The open 
house will be from 2 to 4 p.m. 

While organizers are certainly hop­
ing for a large turnout at Friday's 
party, they would be crazy to expect 
a turnout like Del Webb got back on 
Jan. 1, 1960. When Del Webb and 
his partners decided to greenllght the' 
active retirement community that 
would become Sun City, they were 
confident it would be a hit, but they 
did not know what the early response 

More than 100,000 people visited 
Sun City that weekend, proving to Crowds jam the streets of the infant Sun _Qity_on Jan. 1, 1960. 
Webb and the rest of the world that a 
new ei:a in retirement living had be-

1 
SUN c ITV 

gun. The response on Jan. 1, 1960 , 
proved that retiring adults wanted I 
more .out of their twilight years than _FII_O_M_1_1 _________ _ 
to sit on the couch. Those 100,000 
people proved, contrary to popular 
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belief, retirees were indeed will­
ing to leave their families and 
cross the country to live among 
their peers. 

The accomplishment was not 

lost on Webb, in fact, it was a 
great source of pride. In 1962. 
Webb was profiled in TIME Mag­
azine, and in that interview he 
said Sun City was his greatest 
achievement. 

"When I see what we've built, 
it's the most satisfying thing 
that's ever happened to me. 
An old fellow came up to me 

Freedom Communications Newspaper CC) 2009 

once with tears in his eyes an 
thanked me for building S 
City. He ~aid he was planning 
spend the happiest 40 years o 

his life there." ~ Friday, today's Sun City resi 
dents will have a chance to hon 
or that accompll&hment. 

Sun City. Fifty years later, an 
still going strong. 
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Mary Cole rnacts after she and other guests reh~e• balloons duri'ng the· San City's 50th 
Anniversary_ f>artyJat Bell ·Recreation Center Sociaf t{:3tt in Sun City Friday. The ballons were 
fitted w1th tags in hopes they wiU-be returned frr-~ .-ifre1hey land. _ . · 

.... ~';'-.0.. ,., . .. ., .. '' 

.m12ilff . _- . 

/Stfoh ~ft 
lipurs 

, . , 

anniversary 
:inomelltu .. · 

DAil¥ i~~SUN - • 
!For the_ Sun City 50tn Anniversary -Cooimittee,.it ~ ­

all about building_ momentum. _With each, event, $ey 
are hoping to get -~f{ew:more peop~ ~mmitted .to the 
celebration. But with ~ents early ~n::'"when that mo­
mentum has not been established, the'tumout can be 
difficult to predict Such was the case with ili.e'anh;iver-

. ~ party New Year's Day at the BellRecreation Center 
Sdcial'li&ll. . ' 

"We were concerned abqut this one; yes," said Gom­
mtttee spokesman Paul 1-lerrinann. "With Bell Rec 
Center closed today, we weren't sure we W"9uld )le able 

· to get people out here for it. But I think we're all very 
happy with the result· - ., . 

S1J CEIEIIITIIN, 15 

&.~~EBRATION 
Hundreds of people filled the social hall · for two 

hours of food and entertainment. highlighted by the 
ringing of bells at 1 p.m. - the official anniversary time 
of Sun City - and the release of 50 -balloons, one for 
each year. The crowd was a good one, Herrmann said, 
reiterating that the committ~ hopes to keep attracting 
new people ea~ time. . · 

"What we are hoping is that the ·crowds will con­
tinue to grow as we go along,· he said. '"The first few 
events are always ~ because·you never kn~ how 
to plan. How much food to buy, that sort of thing. But 
we feel like we can keep all these people coming all year 
and just keep adding more and more.· 

"In.retrospect. committee member Bill Pearson said 
they wish they would have picked a different venue. • 

"I think we're all lamenting that we did not decide 
to do this at Oakmont Recreation Center, where it all 
began," Pearso~ said. "But hindsight is 20/20." 

After the party; the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum · 
had an _open house for those interested in' con~uing 1 

the fun. · ~ 

_ "Another reason we wish we had this party at Oak­
, mont, which is right next to the histortcal society." Her­
·rmann said. "But it's OK We11 keep that in mind next 
.time." , . 

Pearson said things will calm down a bit with 50th 
annivers:ary festivities ~owthat the kickoff celebrations 
have come and gone. 

'"There's certainly no shortage of things to do in 
January. and I hope everyone will consult their calen­
dars,· Pearson said. "But we also have big pl;ms over at 
the museum. The Del Webb exhibit 'ts awesome. We're 
working very hard to get people pumped up about it• · • 

For information. visit www.suncity50thanniversary. 
org or stop by the Sun .City Visitor Center at Bell Rec-
reation Center. · 
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The Su~ City Choralier~ p~rforR'l during Sun City's 50th anniversary celebration at Sundial 
Recreation Center Auditorium. Many more activities are planned during the yearlong fete. 

Sun City marks 50 years 
By Sherry Anne Rubiano 

THE REPUBLIC I AZCENTRAL.COM 

Sun City's yearlong 50th birthday bash is 
under way. 

Wednesday's grand-opening ceremony ini­
tiated the festivities, themed "An Extraordin­
ary Past - A Brilliant Future." 

Honoring and keeping up Sun City's heri­
tage is what this celebration is about, said Paul 
Herrmann, executive director of the Sun City 
Visitors Center. 

Sun City captured national headlines and 
became a model for other planned active-re­
tirement communities worldwide when it 
opened in 1960. · 

Herrmann said this is an opportunity to re­
capture the spotlight and let the world know 
Sun City remains a vibrant community. 

The grand-opening ceremony marked the 
first of more than 20 activities commemorat­
ing Sun City's golden anniversary in 2010. 

Those who missed the kickoff have plenty 
more chances to celebrate. 

The next is the Sun City Anniversary Party 
on Jan. I from noon to 2 p.m. at Bell Recreation 
Center, 16820 N. 99th Ave. 

Variety shows, a parade and barbecue, a 
sock hop and pizza party, golf tournaments, 
health and wellness programs, and other ac­
tivities are planned through January 2011. 

A time capsule is in the works. 
The Sun City 50th anniversary committee is 

asking the community for ideas on what to in­
clude. The time capsule will be sealed and put 
on display in the foyer of the new Fairway Rec­
reation Center at 107th and Peoria avenues. 

The time capsule will be opened at another 
milestone anniversary, possibly Sun City's 
75th birthday, according to Herrmann. 

Anniversary souvenirs, including T-shirts, 

How to get involved 
There are many ways residents and busi­

nesses can participate in Sun City's 50th anni­
versary. They can help tuna activities by pur­
chasing a $50 Proud Sponsor decal. The 
decals will be available all through 2010. 

Also, organizers are recruiting volunteers 
on an ongoing basis. About 100 volunteers 
have signed up so far to help out at various 
events. 

Ca.II the Sun City Visitors Center at 623-
9n-sooo, visit suncityS0thanniversary.org, 
or e-mail suncity50thanniversary@cox.net to 
learn more. 

cups, visors and an anniversary magazine, will 
be av.ailable at each event and at the Sun City 
Visitors Center, 99th Avenue and Bell Road. 

Groups like the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society are participating. 

The society plans to host an open house Jan. 
1 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at its 10801 Oakmont 
Drive headquarters, which has been renamed 
the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum. 

The building is among the five original 
home models that opened Jan. 1, 1960. 

During the open house, there will be enter­
tainment and refreshments. 

Visitors can view a new Del Webb exhibit, 
which opens this month. 

David Verble, president of the historical so­
ciety, considers the 50th anniversary a once­
in-a-lifetime experience. 

"We're trying to do as much as we can to 
make it a successful celebration and com­
memoration within the community and make 
it something that will be worth participating 
in," he said. 
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MOWE J. llOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 
Christine Caffey, left, Frank Lueth and Diana Strefeler decorate one of several golf carts in garden themes 
Thursday for today's Sun City 50th Anniversary Parade. 

Traff:i£. watning 
Anniversary parade 

weaves through­
Sun City today 

STAFF REPORT 

The Sun City Posse will be pro­
viding significant traffic control as­
sistance during the Sun City 50th 
Anniversary Parade today. 

For the Sun City 50th Anni­
versary Parade, Sun City Posse 
members will be stationed along 
the parade rou te to assist with 
security along the parade route 

SEENIIDE.15 

PARADE 
FROMA1 
and traffic control for 62 in­
dividual intersections. Posse 
members also will be available 
to provide assistance in the 
event that parade attendees 
have emergency needs . 

Assisting the Sun City 
Posse will be posse members 
from Westbrook Village, Sun 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY MEWS-SUN 

Betty Johnson, left Fran Ellis and Arlene Crary decorate their 
Rosie the Riveter float Ttrursoay for today's Sun City 50th 
Anniversary Parade. · 

City West and the North Val­
ley Posse. 

Posse members receive exten­
sive training in traffic control. 
Such training includes class­
room as well as actual street 
experience in handling various 
traffic control situations. 

The Posse is encouraging 
people to set up shop on the 
sidewalks along the parade 
route. Chairs should be placed 
on the sidewalk and not on the 
street. 

The parade will start at 
the Bell Recreation Center- at 
10 a .m. The route will travel 
across Hutton Drive to Del 
Webb Boulevard to La Ronde 
Centre, proceeding east on 
Talisman Drive toward Boswell 
Boulevard where it will dis­
perse near Sundial Recreatton · 
Center. The parade is expected 
to end around noon. A barbe­
cue and other festivities will be 
featured from noon to 4 p.m. at 

. Sundial. 



Celebration of Sun 
City's 50 years begins 
By Bill Pearson 

Imagine the sheer terror in the min_ds of 
the Devco employees as they gathered the 
night before the grand ·opening of Sun City. 

Sitting around the Kings Inn on New 
Year's Eve, each had to ponder their fate if 
they had to explain to their boss, Del Webb, 
how wrong they were about trying to create 
some kind of magical, mystical retirement 
community in the middle of the desert. 

Today, we look b~ck on that magnificent 
moment in time and celebrate the genius 
of risk takers who changed the face of re­
tirement. They took us from rocking chairs 
to a robust and rollicking good time as we 
aged. One hundred thousand people toured 
the Sun City model homes over that three 
-day grand opening and-retirement has never 
looked the same since. 

In honor of those who had the intestinal 
fortitude to build it and the remarkable resil­
iency of those who moved here and shaped 
it, 2010 will be dedicated to them. We have 
set the course with a year-long celebration 
in memory and tribute to those pioneers 
who took a chance and gave us all some­
thing very special. 

• The fun began Jan. 1 at the Bell Recre­
ation Center social halls, 16820 N. 99th Ave., 
with an anniversary party to commemorate 
opening day. Beginning at noon and running 

· for two hours attendees laughed, sang and 
remembered what a special day it was. Cake 
and ice cream was served, along with the 
Sun Cities School Board Quartet serenading 
the crowd. Immediately following that, the 
party rnoved on to the Del Webb Sun Cities 
Mu·seum (next door to the Oakmont Rec­
reation Centers, 10725 W Oakmont Drive) 
where there ·was an open house through 
4:30 p.m. (music and treats included). 

• At Bell Lanes/La Petite Restaurant, 
16820 N. 99th Ave., and Lakeview Lanes/ 
Mojoe's Restaurant, 10502 W Thunderbird 
Blvd., ran a SO-cent special. From 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. bowlif!g was 50 cents per line and hot 
dogs and soda were available for that same 
half a dollar each. This event was open to 
Sun City rec card holders and their guests. 

• Starting with a social hour 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 27 the Sun City Life Leng 
Learning Cltib and the Oel Webb Sun (;ities 
Museum will host a magnificent historical 

GUEST 
Commentary . 
Bill Pearson 

presentation on 
how Sun City came 
to be. This presen­
tation is free and 
refreshments will 
be served so plan 
on stopping in for 
the_ fast moving 
three hour session. 
Admittance is lim­
ited to the first 250 people. · 

• The SO-mile challenge is slated to begin 
the first week of February so stay tuned as 
those details are announced. 

These are just a handful of events from 
the jam-packed calendar in our 50th anniver­
sary so:uvenir booklet program. If you do not 
have one, they are available, along with our 
souvenir shirts, caps and other items, at the 
Sun City Visitor Center. It is open Monday­
Saturday 9 a:m.-4 p.m. Or for more details 
visit our website at ~ .suncityS0thanni-
versary.org. . 

· Happy New Year fro"m all of us at the 50th 
Anniversary Committ_ee _ 
· Editor's Note: Mr. Pearsan is Sun City 

50th Anniversary Committee publicity chair-
man. _ _ ________ _ _ 
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T_h(s 1960. photograph shows opening day in Sun City. More than 100,000 people 
v1~1ted that weekend and 237 homes were sold. · . . · 

Golden anniversary party 
about ready in Sun City 

By Sherry Anne Rubiano 
THE REPUBLIC J AZCEN.TRAL.COM 

The wait is nearly over. Sun City's gold­
en anniversary celebration officially 
kicks off Wednesday. 

The grand-opening ceremony will be 1 
to 3:30 p.m. at Sundial Auditorium, 14801 
N. 103rd Ave. The ceremony will feature 
free entertainment and presentations to 
mark Sun City's 50th anniversary, which 
officially falls on Jan. 1. · 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
will give a tribute to Del E. Webb, Sun 
City's founder. There will be appearances 
by Marshall Trimble, Arizona's official 
state historian, and Dolan Ellis, Arizona's 
official state balladeer. The event also 
will feature the Luke Air Force Base ·col­
or Guard, carolers, a barbershop quartet, 
and a raffle for a new golf cart. 

"We're just trying to get people ex­
cited," said Paul Herrmann, executive di­
rector of the Sun City Visitors Center. 
''We wanted to get things kicked offearly 
before the holidays got in full swing." 

Other activities, including a golf tour­
nament at Suri City Country Club and a 
holiday event at Lakeview Center, are 
scheduled the rest of the week to contin­
ue the celebration. 

These are the first of more than 20 spe-

Upcoming events 
.Several activities are planned next week 
to celebrate Sun City's upcoming 50th 
anniversary. For more information, visit · 
suncitySOthanniversary.org or.call 623-
9n-S000. 

Grand Opening Ceremony 
1 to 3:30 p.n:i. Wednesday at Sundial Au­
ditorium; 14801 N:103rd Ave. 

Sun:City 50th Anniversary . 
Golf Tournament · 
12:30 p:m. shotgun start Thursday at 
Sun City Country Club, 9433 N. 107th 
Ave. The tournament is sold out. · 

. Sun City Holiday Celebrat,iqn 
4 to 7 p.m. Fricfay at Lakeview Center; 

•10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd. ~ree ever-it· · 
··featuring Santa displays, musical per­
formances, games and refreshments •. 

. Source: Sun City Seith ann.iversary ~ommittee. _ 

cial events planned to commemorate Sun 
City's historic birthday: The Sun City 
50th anniversary committee has orga­
nized dances, variety shows, health and · 
wellness programs, a parade and barbe­
cue, golf tournaments, and additional ac­
tivities through January. 2011. 
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Remember when 

• 

DAILY NEWS-SUN FILE PHOTO 
John Meeker, third from left, joins other Del Webb officials in cutting the ribbon at the grand opening of-Lakeview Recreation 
Center in 1971. 

JANUARY 50TH ANNIVERSARY EVENTS 
Jan 1 

Jan 1 

Jan2& 3 

Jan 2 

clan 6 

Jan 9 

Jan 9 - 11 

Jan 11 

Jan 12& 13 

Jan 13 

Jan 14 

Jan 14 

Jan 16 

Jan 16 

Jan 18· 

Jan 19 

Jan21 &23 

Jan 27 

Jan27 

Jan 28 

Jan31 

Sun City's 50th Anniversary Party 

Del Webb Sun Cities Museum Open House 

50¢ Bowling 
· 50¢ Hot Dogs 
50¢ Soda 

Pickleb~II Fun Day 

12 noon - 2 pm @ Bell Social Hall 

2 pm - 4 pm @ Del Webb Sun Cities 
Museum 

8 am • 3 pm ONLY @Bell .Lanes/la 
Petite Restaurant & @ Lakeview 
Lanes/Mojoe's Restaurant 

Together Again: Judy Garland & Liza MineJli Trib­
ute. Tickets $12.50 

_____ ....._ __ _ 
Daily News Sun Open House 

• Gil Stephan AZ Mixed Rinks 4's 

Chamber Music West, Ying Quartet 
(Contact Church for details) 

Salisbury Singles Lawn Bowling 
Tournament 

Nutrition & Fitness Program - Free 
(Banner Boswell Presentation) 

Sundial All Clubs Open House 

Buffet & Entertainment Great Little 
Balloon Company 

~0th Anniversary Kick-off Tennis Party 

Pickleball Fun Day 

SUn City Players •Annie Revisited.• 

Can Am Games Lawn Bowls 

Sun City Women's Golf 

Stromperz Dixie Jazz - Free Show 

8 am - 12 noon 

'• 8:30 am @ Bell & Lakeview 

7 :30 pm @ Faith Presbyterian Church 

8:30 am @ Bell, Lakeview 
Oakmont, Fairwa Greens ~~--
10 -11 am & 7 pm - 8 pm @Sundial 
East Hall 

·,. 5:30 pm @ Faith Presbyterian (Con­
•.J act Church for details) 

·1·pm~ Bell Courts 

1 pm - 3 pm @ Mountain View 

1 pm @ Mountain View 

10 am & 2 pm @ Fairway, Mountain 
View, Oakmont 

12:30-pm Shotgun Start @Lakes 
West Riverview 
4 pm @Sundial 

Sun City Life Long teaming Club And the Del 6 pm • 9 pm @ East Hall 
Webb Sun Cities Museum Present The History Of Sundial 
sunc· 
Buffet & Entertainment Glass Harmonica Lynn 
Drye (Contact Church for details) 

5:30 pm@ Faith Presbyterian 

Sun City Concert Band - Free Show S - 4:30 pm @ Sundial 



50th ANNIVERSARY ~ - - -
VF UARYl. 2010 ...,,,,,,..Olt:"" __ 

-L---------· -~ ;o years ago, Sun City, Ariz., 9pened as the hot 
1ew model for U.S. retiremerlt communities 

LAURA SEGALL / FOR THE JOURNAL SENTINEL 

Seniors still having 
fun in the sun 
By BILL GLAUBER 
bglauber@journalsentinel.com 

Sun City, Ariz. - Pat Maier is a snowbird. 
Every autumn, the 72-year-old flees the cold of Elkhorn, Wis., 

and enjoys six months ofleisure in Sun City. She walks along 
the broad streets, goes bowling at a local recreation center, and 
plays gplf on courses that roll through neighborhoods like wall-to• 
wall carpeting. 

The other day, she joined a golf foursome that included a 
93-year-old man. 

"He shot par on the first four holes," Maier says. "He was 
a better golfer than me." 

Like the seniors who have flocked here for decades, Sun 
City is aging well. America's first active adult community 
for retirees hits late middle age, turning 50 on Friday. 

On Jan. l, 1960, the modern way of American retirement was 
born with the opening of Sun City, a new community carved from 
the desert, 12 miles northwest of downtown Phoenix. The cre­
ation of the city was nothing less than a social phenomenon, a 
new way to live into old age. 

Please see RETIREMENT, 14A 

Golf cart crossing signs are visible in Sun City. 

JSOnllne.com 
To view a slide show, visit www.jsoline.com/phofos. 

... 
From page 1 

RETIREMENT Sun City 
turns 50 
today 

Pat Maier (left) 
of Elkhorn and 
Ken Klein of 
Whitewater 
walk around 
their winter 
neighborhood 
in Sun City, 
Ariz., this week 
without need 
tor snow boots. 

It was a different time, a 
different country. Dwight 
Eisenhower was in the 
White House. John F. Kenne­
dy was on the cusp of an­
nouncing his historic candi­
dacy. And Elvis Presley was 
in the midst of a two-year 
hitch in the U.S. Army. 

New York was still the 
country's most populous 
state as America's popula­
tion surged to 179 million. 
There were 16 million 
Americans 65 years of age 
and older. 

For many back then, the 
notion of a long, comfortable 
retirement was almost un­
heard of. 
· A half-century later, near­
ly everything has changed. 
The country's population 
has tilted west and south 
and soared to more than 300 
million people. And the 
population of seniors age 65 
and over reached 36.8 mil­
lion. 

Sun City grows up 
Sun City, built over nearly 

two decades, has long since 
grown to full maturity with 
single-story homes, asphalt 
roads, shopping centers, 
condos, apartments, assis­
ted-living facilities, a hospi­
tal, recreation centers and 



Ed Allen, 75, who moved to Sun City West in 1996 after retiring from 
Milwaukee's Allen-Bradley, volunteers at the historical sociefy. 

Around here, a second car 
is a golf cart and the cardiac 
softball tournament is open 
to guys with stents, bypasses 
and a history of cardiac 
events. 

This is fun-in-the-sun for 
those 55 and over. 

About 40,000 people live 
here now - median age 72 -
some following in the foot­
steps of parents and grand­
parents who settled here 
decades before. 

Rolling back through the 
years, the creation of Sun 
City appears so seamless 
now. The combination of 
demographics, pensions, 
increased life expectancy 
and the rise of jet-age travel 
triggered a new way to look 
at old age. 

But in its time, Sun City 
was truly revolutionary. The 
first residents saw them­
selves as pioneers, even if 
they did swing golf clubs 
instead of axes. 

It showed Americans that 
after a lifetime of work, you 
could break free of old 
homes, communities and 

families, head to a w mer 
climate and navigatefur 
way through the so-c ed 
golden years. 

"It gave a whole ne di­
mension of an active t~

1
etire­

ment," says Ed Allen, 5, a 
former Milwaukee re ident 
who now volunteers clj the 
Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society. ' 

In 1996, Allen mov~-~ with 
his wife to Sun City ~est­
the area's second bi~ retire­
ment community - ry,o 
weeks after retiring as vice 
president of corporate com­
munications from Allen­
Bradley. 

He's among thousands of 
former Wisconsin residents 
who have made their ,way 
here over the decades. The 
number of Wisconsin na­
tives is so large that there is 
an annual Wisconsin Day 
celebration with bands, br-Pr 
and brats. 

A dream for the masses 
Sun City wasn't America 's 

first master-planned retire­
ment community. But what 

Sun City did was bring a 
dream of retirement to the 
masses through a combina­
tion of marketing savvy and 
heavy construction. 

It was the brainchild of 
the Del E. Webb Develop­
ment Co. 

In his time, Del Webb was 
one of America's biggest 
movers and shakers, a 19th­
century man who put his 
. ._, - "'"".L'- - --- . 

~~~~·/; I 
LAURA SEGAU~ 

Born in California in 1889, 
tall and lanky, an ex-semi­
pro baseball player turned 

I carpenter, Webb came to 
Phoenix after a serious bout 
of typhoid fever. He started a 
contracting business and 
struck it rich during World 
War II. 

J-lis firm built air bases, as 
well as a sprawling intern­
ment camp for Japanese 

llmii:'3'.ri Americans. Later, he helped 

In balmy Sun 
City, it's not 
hard to find a 
place to play 
golf this week. 

put the glitz into Las Vegas, 
constructing the Flamingo, 

\

which was overseen by mob­
ster Ben (Bugsy) Siegel. 
Webb was also part owner of 
the New York Yankees. 

But Webb's lasting monu­
ment was Sun City and a 
brand of retirement commu-
nities planted throughout 
the United States, By 2001, 
the Del Webb Corp. was 
merged with Pulte Homes 
Inc. 

Webb, who died in 1974, 
selected one of his compa­

y's vice presidents, Thomas 
. Breen, to oversee the Sun 
ity project. Breen con-
ulted with experts in geriat­
ics, visited places such as 
t. Petersburg, Fla., where 
lder people lived in room­

ing houses, and came up 
with plans for the new city. 

Another Webb associate, 
John Meeker, enhanced the 
project by focusing on the 
sense of community with the 
addition of clubs that ca­
tered to the social needs and 
hobbies of the new residents. 

"They realized that people 
didn't want to sit on their 
hands," Allen says. "They 
wanted an active, fun life­
style." 

Bullt on volunteers 
At 8 a.m. on Jan. 1, 1960, 

Sun City opened to prospec­
tive buyers, with five model 
homes - priced from $8,500 

, to $11,750- a shopping cen­
ter and a golf course on dis­
play. 

Oyer the first 72 hours, 
more than 100,000 people 
wandered through the site 
and 237 homes were sold. 

To see Sun City now, a 
half-century later , is to see 
what amounts to a 1960s­
style development, with 
spacious lots and modest 
ranch homes, neighborhoods 
cloaked behind walls that 
hide major roadw~ys. 

lAA Friday, January l 2010 

Vance Cole­
man, 79, a 
former Mil­
waukee resi­
dent who 
served in · 
government 
and the mil­
itary, says Su, 
City hasn't 
been pub­
licized 
enough. 
"Once people 
come here, 
they love it," 
he says. 



But the essential ingredi­
ents of Sun City, both then 
and now, are the residents. 
They call this a city ofvolun-

1 

teers, and for good reason. 
Sun City is unincorporated 
Residents volunteer for 
everything from making 
sure the sidewalks are clean 
to joining a neighborhood 
watch group. 

Decades after its founding, 
people still arrive. 

Maier and her partner 
Ken Klein of Whitewater' 
Wis., caine here in 2001. She 
was drawn by memories of 
coming to Sun City years 
before, visiting an aunt and 
uncle with her children and 
her now-deceased husband. 
He was attracted by the 
warmth and the dozens of 
activities available, such as 
water aerobics and bowling. 

"I grew up in Superior " 
Klein says. "I've been think­
ing about a warm,weather 
retirement for many, many 
years." 

A new generation 
Sun City is changing with 

the times. Several of the 
city's recreation centers 
have been modernized, huge 
pools, elaborate weight 
rooms and well-stocked craft 
shops drawing the athletic 
and the artistic. The new 
growth sport is mini-tennis 
or pickle ball. ' 

The housing bubble and 
bust hit here, too, though not 
as severely as the rest of 
Arizona. 

"We bought a house two 
years ago before the big 
price slide," Klein says. "We 
paid $189,000. If we got 
$145,000 for it now, we'd be 
lucky." 

But Klein doesn't plan on 
selling. He's poised for a long 
retirement. 

The question that looms 
over Sun City is, how will 

"Do they have the money 
to retire?" he says. "Will 
they have to get their Social 

the community attract the 
next generation of retirees 
the boomers? ' 

Many boomers are still 
looking at depleted nest 

1 Security and continue to 
work? I don't know. I came 
down here at 55. I don't 
think they'll do that." 

eggs, 401(k)s. The whole 
notion of a retirement built 
around an endless season of 
golf may not be as attractive 1 
to the boomers as it was to 
!'t,~ parents and grandpar- I 
When can boomers retire? 

~- Gillie Stephan Jr., 79, a 
~ilw~ukee native who has 
lived m Sun City since the 
1980s and who runs the an­
~ual ~isconsin Day celebra­
tion, isn't sure the city will 
appeal to the boomers 
. "I see them active ~ walk­
~g and exercising," he says. 
They do not get into the 

clubs like woodworking or 
the metal shop. The boomers 
to me are independent." 

He wonders whether the 
~oomers will be able to re­
tire anytime soon. 

The new retirees also 
reflect a nation far more 
diverse than generations 
past. Sun City reflects an 
older, mainly white Ameri­
ca. 

Among the handful of 
African-Americans who 
have settled in Sun City is 
Vance .Coleman, 79, a former 
Milwaukee resident who 
served in government and 
the military. 

"This place hasn't been 
publicized too much," he 
says. "And it needs to be. 
Once people come here, they 
love it. It's clean, quiet, se­
cure and inexpensive. The 
real selling point is the pop­
ulation. It's easy to get along 
here." 

Coleman says the city's 
future remains bright be­
cause the formula for retire­
ment works: sun, recreation 

1 and friendship. 
"No snow and no stress," 

he says. "Gosh, it's just so 
relaxing." 



Parade peeps to 
pound ·sc streets 
By Rusty aradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

The camels are coming - and so are the 
Shriners, Cooties and Pony Express. 

Sun City streets will carry about 100 
entires in the 50th anniversary parade Sat­
urday, March ~3. The 3.3-mile route will be­
gin at Bell Recreation Center, 16820 N. 99th 
Ave., and go down Hutton Drive to Del Webb 
Boulevard, turning onto Tailsman Road and 

proceeding to Bo­
swell Boulevard, 
ending at Sundial 
Recreation Center, 
14801 N. 103rd Ave. 

"We're pretty 
excited about the 
parade," said Sun 
City resident Warren 
Clucker, 50th Anni­

versary Committee chairman. "This is a big 
parade, almost too big." 

The parade begins at 10 a.m. and will 
take approximately two hours. The parade 
route will be blocked off from traffic for the 
safety of those entered. But the parade will 
travel on one two-lane side of Del Webb 
Boulevard while the other side will be open 
to traffic, Mr. Clucker explained. 

The parade theme is "As time marches 
on," reflecting time passing through the 
25th, 40th and 50th anniversary thresholds 
leading toward Sun City's 100th birthday in 
2060, according to Mr. Clucker. 

There will be two camels in the parade 
along with the Wells Fargo stagecoach and 
the Oscar Meyer Weinermobile, he said. 
Other notable entires include the Sun City 
Bocce Club displaying flags from all SO states, 
the Dysart High School marching band, the 
CARS Club of Sun City, VFW No. 1433 "Coo­
ties," the Sun City Elks, 10 Ms. Senior Ari­
zonas, the Scottsdale Horse Drill Team , the 
Comancheros (the Pony Express riders) and 
the Sun City Porns. Sun City Independent 
will also have an entry in the parade. 

See Pru:,ade - Page 20 
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March 1 O, 201 O 

Parade 
' Continued From Page 1 

1 

I.:eading the festivities will be the Luke Air 
Force Base color guard and grand marshals 
Dolan Ellis and Marshall Trimble, who will 
perform at the afternoon barbeque in the 
Sundail parking lot following the parade. 
The Sundial Men's Club will be selling brats 
and chips for $2, and pop, beer and water 
for $1 at the barbecue. 

District 9 Rep. Debbie Lesko CR-Glendale) 
and Maricopa County District 4 Supervisor 
Max Wilson will also be in the parade. 

"We are looking for someone willing to 
videotape the entire parade so we can have 
this great event recorded for history," Mr. 
Clucker said. 

Anyone interested in performing this task 
is encouraged to contact Pat Clucker at 623-
977-2128. 

Committee officials also still need volun­
teers, some with golf cars. Prospective vol­
unteers can also call Mrs. Clucker. 

Parade awards will be presented during 
the barbecue at Sundail, Mr. Clucker said. 

Royal Oaks Life Care Community is a 
major sponsor of the parade and Setterberg 
Jewelers will sponsor the barbecue, Mr. 
Clucker said. 

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 
at www.newszap.com. News Editor Rusty 

Bradshaw can be reached at 623-445-2725 or 
rbradshaw@newszap.com. 



VF SC 50th ANNIVERSARY 

Submitted Photo 

Orche-stra celebrates with concert 
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of Sun City, the Sun City Chamber Orchestra will perform a concert 
7 p.m. March 16 at the Sundial Auditorium, 14801 N. 103rd Ave. This group of musicians plays for 
schools, assisted living centers, local musical organizations, holiday celebrations and the Sun City 
recreation centers. The March concert features music for all tastes, including popular, classical, and 
patriotic music. This concert will be free to all, but a small donation may be made to cover the cost 
of new music. 



VF SC 50th ANNIVERSARY 

l(icking off 50 years 

A gold_en c_elebration begins! 
A special 50th anniversary party was Jan. 1 at Bell Recreation Center, 
16'820 N. 99th Ave., to mark the official golden anniversary of Sun City. The 
community first o~ened to the' public Jan. 1; 1960. The event attracted sev­
eral, hundred residents who were treated to birthday cake and refreshments, 
speeches. and music by a barbershop _quartet. Paui.Herrmann, executi.ve 

· director of the Sun City Visitors Center, left, Welcomed aitendees::Volun-, 
teers serving anniversary cake were, above fight, from left, Jolene Wolzen, · 
Nancy Grubb and Charlene Ewen.-The Sun Cities School Boc!rd Quartet per" 

: formed several numbers 'in front of a slide' show depicting :the life ofSun 
City Founder Oel Webb. Quartet members, below right, from left, were Dave., 
Tague, Ken Corns, Doug ~ampbell and Bud Heter~an. · .• 

·Museun:a marks anniversary· 

SUN CITY INDEPENDENT 

/ January 13, 201,0 

The Del Webb Sun Cjlies Museum opened its doors Jan. 1 to mark the 50th an11tversary of the opening of Sun City. The museum, 
located at 10801 Oakmont Drive, is located in one of the mod!ll homes first visited by curious buyers on Jan: 1, 1960;,The home 
has been restored to its original condition and today includes exhibits and artifacts showcasing the history of the Sun Cities. A 
crowd of nearly 400 attended the open house. Bill Pearson, left, president of the Sun Cities Area Historicaf Soci,ety, welcomes 
Dwight Lockhart to the event. The Vintage Voices, above, right, provi.deifbarbershop-harmony entertainment. Incredibly, quartet 
member ~oe Salz, second lrom left, als9 perfprmed at the house on opening day in 1960'. · 
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·My View 
Please be brief (no more than 300 words for letters and 700 
words for my views) and type or print name, address, city and 
phone number for verification. l etters and call·in comments 
may be edited for clarity and length . 

Webb's vision is more than just 
'new way of life for seniors' 

B1.LPEARSON 
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
SUN CITY 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Del Webb said he wanted to 
"build a new way of life for seniors." 
Little did he lmow on opening day 
Jan. 1, 1960, that it would become 
so much more. Across the country, 
developers are building age-re- · 
stricted communities. More impor­
tantly, his dream for an active adult 
lifestyle within the walls of Sun City 
is still going strong,. 

Jan. 1, 2010, marks 50 years of 
unequaled SUCC«';SS. The 50th An­
niversary Committee has created a 
yearlong celebration to honor those 
who made Sun City work. Webb, his 
employees and hundreds of thou­
sands of residents all played roles 
in bringing the community to life. 

Now it is your turn Sun City. 
With the opening ceremonies out of 
the way, every month there will be 
events to mark 2010 as a year to 
remember. January is an especially 
busy month with more than 20 
events listed on the calendar (please 
refer to the Sun City 50th anniver­
sary program for the full s chedule.­
If you don't have one, they are avail­
able at the Sun City Visitor Center). 

We kick off the month's events 
with the Anniversary Party Jan. I 
at the Bell Social Hall. We11 start at 
noon and go until 2 p.m. There will 
be free cake, ice cream, entertain­
ment by the Sun City School Board 

. Quartet and the Red Hot Clown 
Club. At I p.m. the churches across 
Sun City will ring their bells in uni­
son with our own Liberty Bell. 

Immediately following the conclu­
sion of the program, we will move 
the party to the original model 
home next to Oakmont Recreation 
Center. The Del Webb Sun Cities 
Museum at I 080 I Oakmont Drive 
will be open from 2 to 4:30 p.m. 
There is a wonderful new Del Webb 
display and you can see the "ads 
that changed a nation." _ 

On Jan. 2 and Jan. 3, Bell 
Lanes/La Petite Restaurant and 

Lakeview Lanes / Mojoe's Restaurant 
will have a 50th anniversary spe­
cial. From 8 a.m . to 3 p.m. Sun City 
Rec card holders and their eligible 
guests may bowl for 50 cents a llne 
and get a hot dog or a soda for a 
half a dollar each. 

The Daily News Sun will have an 
open house on Jan. 9 a t their offic­
es at IO 102 W. Santa Fe Drive. The 
Saturday event will feature a "Trip 
Down Memory Lane" with photos 

. of Sun Cities history. There will be 
entertainment, snacks by New York 
West Pastry and the event will run 
from 8 a.m. until noon. 

The Sun City 50th Anniversary 
will have its next open m eeting Jan. 
27 at the new Fairway Rec Center 
starting at 2 p .m. in the Arizona 
room . 

On Jan. 27, the Sun City Life 
Long Leaming Club and the Del 
Webb Sun Cities Museum will put 
on an evening of education where 
we will trace the history of the Val­
ley and the community. There will 
be a social hour from 6 to 6:30 p.m. 
with the session lasting until 9. 
The event is open to the public and 
should be a great time. 

The Sun City Swim Club will 
be circulating the "50 Mile Chal­
lenge" the end of January. Copies 
of the log-in form can be found at 
all monitors' stations as you enter 
the fitness centers. The event will 
run thrc;mgh February. In Febru­
ary there also will be many of the 
events for the Arizona Senior Olym­
pics coming to Sun City, so check 
your program for dates, locations 
and times. 

Retirement used to mean be-
ing put out to pasture and rocking 
your life away. Del Webb's vision for 
a "new way to live· changed all of 
that. Join us as we celebrate 20 IO 
by getting involved in the events 
planned each month. For informa­
tion on what is happening, visit our 
Web site at www.sunc1ty50thanni­
versary.org. 
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Vol. 49, No. 51 Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: CELEBRATIONS BEGIN 

, Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
Edison Allen narrates a history of Del Webb as part of the Sun City's 50th Anniversary grand opening 
program. The event kicked off the yearlong celebration of Sun City as the world's first active retire-
ment community. See more photos on Page 17. ' 

www.newszap.cQm 
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Anniversary merits return engagement 
SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Joe Salz sang with a, Phoenix 
barbershop ., quartet 50 years 
ago in front of Sun City's first · 
model homes. . ' 

· He retur_ns to th'e site;trtday 
and joins The Vintage Voices 
for a performance froni 2:;w 
to 3:30 p .m._ ip'front of the De~ 
Webb Sty1 Cit1~s Mus~um. the-· 
model horoe' at 10801 W. Oak-
mont Ave. . . · 

The Vintage '"Voices, a quar- . 
tet from ·the· Sun Cities Chap- . 
ter Desert Atres ·. Barbershop·· 
Chorus, recently · ctownea 
champions df the Far Western · 
District Diviston ,Five · 'Bash. 
Other qu~et members include 
Raiph Brooks.; Boo • Riedel and 
Bill Shaw.. . 

The Sun Cities Area His-tori-

cal Society will host the first of . and moved up to the high 
several open houses during the . scliool cho_ir, glee club, church 
anniversary year at the newly choir. and barbershop quar­
designated Del Webb Sun Cit- tet. He and a buddy moved to 
ies Museum following the Sun Phoenix in 1950 apd installed 
~ities 50th Anniversary Party jtjngle-gym equipment at the 
at Bell Recreation Center. Re- Madison School Distiict in 
freshments will be served and 120-degtee weather; which set 
docents will · pro:vtde commen~ a record that year. 
tary in the ·model home from 2 Iri ·1955 he joined the Phoe­
to 4_ p .m. on New Year's Day. nicians Barbershop and sang 
The museum is home to the wi'th' · the Desert Knights,. the 
lii~torical society. group hired to sing on opening 

"W.e are delighted .to have day of Sun City in 1960. 
Joe back in front of the house "Actually, this New Year's 
where · it all began 50 yero;s . Day will be the· third time I've 
ago. We hope you will ~top by · ··s1,111g"·9fficially in Sun City for 
and see us," said Bill Pearson, a special Del Webb event. 0ur 
president of the historical soci'- Desert Knights "and The .Cop- "' 
efy trustees: .·, · · · ·· .·· per Belles were invited to per-

- Saltz 'beian singing in file· form at a N~v. 27, '1960', holi­
fifst grade in Dubuque, • Iowa, day event," he recalled. 



It's the 
. . ' communityB tum 

BIU PEARSON I ,800 so 
PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN plan on be-
50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE ing there ear-

As I was leaving the Sun City ly; it starts 
Home Owners Association the at I p .m. and 
other day, an old-friend stopped runs until 
me and asked why nothing was 3:30. On the 
going on with the 50th Anniver- 10th is the 
sary? I was stunned. For those first of three 
of us who have been shaping the "",w_ err, ,.,,z011"' golf tourna-
coming year's events, we're feeling ments, and 
like ·nothing else exists. _ _ it is sold -out:- So, be sure to~ in: 
- Then it struc].{me:-tfie commit- early on the other two. Next up i~ 
tee is too close to what's happen- the Sun City Parade of Boats on 
ing and most of the community the I 1th. The Lakeview gathering 
has been too far removed from it. will be loads of fun, and we will 
The good news is that's all about be serving Rock Spring Pie and 
to change. With the opening cere- several other great surprises. 
monies just weeks away,- Sun City The year's festivities have been 
residents will take center stage. built around the theme of an ac- · 

To better understand where we tive retirement comµi.unity. Clubs, 
are, what is going on and what organizations, churches and busi-
residents can do, we are having nesses have embraced the celebra-
a Town Hall Meeting Wednesday. tlon in the last two months, and 
The get-together will be in Lake- that have.left all of us delighted. 
view Social Halls and will begin at We are_ conµng together ~d the 
2 p.m. Anyone who wants to get a only piece left in-the puzzle is the 
sneak peek at the first two m_onths residents and how they will fit in.' 
of the celebration should drop in Join us on Wednesday to see what 
and-see what's on the calendar. you can do. And if you miss· u s 

For those who can't make it, we ther.e, check our Web site at www. 
will be delivering a 60-page pro- suncity50thanniversary.org/ . 
gram to your doorstep Dec. 5 in As always, we have T -shi!ts, 
the Daily News-Sun supplement. raffle tickets, golf shirts, caps , · 
Every resident will get one and visors, decals, .and an assortment 
it will provide a clear snapshot of other 50th anniversary memo-~ 
of what we have been doing and rabilia. You can purchase them at 
better yet , what you can do for the the Visitors Center or at the meet-
next 14 months. ing Wednesday. Residents bore 

One thing is clear, this is a the brunt of the initial financial 
community celebration and there support and with every item you · 
is no way. let Jne repeat no way, buy, we can .90 more thtµgs with 
the ·5oth Anniversary Committee the events we pu t on-. 
can do all of the things we have Let me Just close by.thanking 
planned. every business, club and orga-

We have been blessed with nization for buying an ad -iri the 
some great volunteers to date, but Anniversary Program. Your sup-
we still need hundreds more as port has allowed us to produce 
we move through the year. What a first-class piece of work that 
makes this so fun is we have will be used by residents for the 
enough options that volunteers entire celebration. And a special 

.. can get in at whatev~r commit- thanks to the Daily News-·sun for .., 
ment level they chose. its partners hip in bringing this all 

Just to whet your a ppetite, together. 
there are three kick-off events in See you all Wednesday and ifwe;· 
less than a month. Th e biggest miss you there, there's n o ques-
ts the opening ceremony Dec. 9 tion we will be seeing you during 
at Sundial. We have seating for the celebration. 
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Son.City•hosting 50th . 
anniversary party Jan. I 

Sun_ City's golden-anniversary celebration 
continues Jan. 1, the official date of Sun City's 
50th birthday. Community members are in­
vited to mark the special occasion at an anni­
versary party at the Bell Recreation Center. 

- Sherry Anne Rubiano; 
The Repub1ic/ azcentral.com1 

sherryanne.rubiano@arizonarepublic.~om 

Party details . 
» What:_ Sun City Anniver­
sary Party. 
» When: Noo.n to.~ p.m. · 
Jan. l. ' · 
» Where: Bell Recreation 
Center Social Halls, 16820 
N. 99thAve. 
» Activities: Entertainment 
and refreshments. 
» Cost: Free. 

Golden 
Anniversary 
The Sun City Anniversary 
Party is one of several events 
planned for the yearlong cele­
bration. A parade and b~rbe-

. cue, a sock hop and pizza 
party, golf tournaments, va­
riety shows, health and well­
ness programs and other ac­
tivities are scheduled 
throughout Z010. 

· Sun City 
History 
Sun City opened on Jan. 1, 
1960. More than 100,000 

· people -showed up the first 
weekend to view the original ~ 
five· model homes in a new 
community designed for ac­
tive adults. Sun City captured 
national headlines and be­
came a model for other 
planned active-retirement · 
communities worldwide ..• ,_ • 

5,2009 

Opening day · 
on Jan. 1, 
1960, brought 
thousands of 
people to view 
new model 

. homes in Sun 
City. 

SUN CITIES AREA 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

More information 
Visit www.suncitySOthanni­
versary.org or call the Sun ~ 
City Visitors Center at 623- · . . .,..,. 
977-5000. • - , 
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D AILY N EWS-SUN, THE S UN CITY VOICE 
FROM THE BEGINNING 

The Daily News-Sun established in Youngtown in the late 
newspapers' mission is entirely 1950s. 

local. Published six days a week Among the visitors to the pioneering 
since 1977, the Daily News-Sun is retirement community of Youngtown 
full of news and features designed was Delbert Eugene Webb, owner of 
for retirees ranging from Baby a Phoenix construction firm and co­
Bboomers through the Greatest owner of the New York Yankees. When 
Generation. The Daily News Sun Webb's <:ompany applied to Maricopa 
currently serves the communities of Countyforzoningtobuild-1-;Q00houses 
Sun City, Sun City West and Sun in "the Youngtown area" - across 
City Grand. Grand Avenue to the east on land that 

The newspap·er emerged in had long been used for farming - the 
1956 from humble beginnings with Youngtown News rejoiced. _ 
two mimeographed pages of news Six months after the Webb · 
published by Marshal Adams as Company began selling houses in 
the Youngtown News. Youngtown the then fledging Sun City in 1960, 
is the brainchild of Ben &hleif er, Lambert changed the newspaper's 
one of the first developers to see name to the Youngtown News and Sun 
the possibilities of communities City Sun. The paper also updated its 
populated entirely by senior citizens. slogan which bec~e, ''Youngtown's 

1 

The Youngtown Historical Society First Newspaper and Now Sun City's 
keeps a few copies of these earliest First." 
issues at Clubhouse Square. Lambert decided to sell his tabloid 

In 195 7 The Youngtown News to entrepreneurs Burt and Ursula 
changed to a twice-monthly Freireich. Burt had been a sports writer 

publication, typeset on a small with the Phoenix Gazette but dreamed 
tabloid size. That year the paper of owning his own paper. 
began publishing photographs. With a Sl,500 down payment and 
Adams took on partner Sydney lots of confidence - but with little 
Lambert, who in 1958 assumed experience in photogfcll)hy or crafting 
ownership and operation of the;~lay aclvertisijlg - Buit Freireich 
Youngtown News. took control of the papei; which was 

The slog.µi at the time was •~ renamed the News-Sun for the.July 22, 
the News That Residents Want to 1960, issue. The paper soon went to 

See and Read in Print" Jf~.,~~i.w:1·}(1¼ Rubli 
Am-ertisersweremostlyGlendale- ~ 

and Phoenix-based busin~, 
cl$ ~ were few businesses yet 
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VF 

Let festivities begin 
Sun City kicked off Its 50th anniversary with a flurry 
of activities ·1ast week, Including· a grand opening, a 
golf tournament and a holiday celebration. Highlights 
Included, clockwise from top left, Paul Herrmann gets 
things started at the grand opening; Don Kenna tees 
off in the golf tournament while George Esterbrook 
watches; Arizona Historian Matshal Trimble belts out 
a musical history story; the Luke Air Force Base color 
guard presents the colors at the grand oll(lning; Agua 
Fria Kiwanis President Larry Kuppler hands out bags at 
golf tournament registration; West Valley leader were 
represented at the grand opening, Including, from left, 
Bob Barrett, Peoria mayor, Col. Andre Curry, Luke Air 
Force Base mission support group commander, Michael 
LeVault, Youngtown mayor, Lyn Truitt, Surprise mayor, 
Max Wilson, Maricopa County supervisor, and Debbie 
Lesko, Arizona District 9 representative; and Dolan Ellis, 
Arizona's official balladeer, entertained the crowd at the 
grand opening. 

Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 

~ CITY INDEPENDENT I December 16, 2009: 



VF 50th ANNIVERSARY 
\oAILY NEWS-SUN . Friday; December 11, 2009 

50TH ANNIVERSARY FUN 

PIIOTIIS BY MOLLIE J. HOPPESJDAILY NEWS-SUN 

their holes for the shotgun start of the 50th Anniversary Golf 
ie said she was happy to be playing in a "just for fun" tourna-

Larry Vroom pitches onto the 
18th hole of Sun City Country 
Club while John Dahlgren, 
left and Jack Lucas watch. 
Carsten Carlson, not pictured, 
rounded out the foursome 
playing in the 50th Anniversary 

· Golf Tournament. Visit www: 
suncity50thanniversary.org 
for information on upcoming 
tournaments and other 50th 
anniversary events. 



HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: CELEBRATIONS BEGIN 

Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
Edison Allen na"ates a history of Del Webb as part of the Sun City's 50th Anniversary grand opening 
program; The event kicked_ off the yearlo~g cillebratlon of Sun_ City as the world's first active retire­
ment community. See more photos on Page 17. 

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY , 

SUN CITY'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Join the Sun Cities Area Hist~rical · Socieiy as 
we celebrate Sun . City's 50th anniversary in 
2010·. The SCAHS has published a special com✓ 

mem?ra~ve publication, "Reshaping Retirement in 
Amen~~• now on 5a!e for only $5 at the Det. Webb 
Sun Cities Museum, 10801 Oakmont-Drive, Sun City. 

Special offer: Become a member of the SCAHS d 
recewe your commemorative copy for FREE. ' J . an 
Jan I as ki k ff - om us 

· we c O the anniversary celebrations with 
an open house at the museum, from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Call (623)974-2568. 
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SUN CITY INDEPENDENT -

N E W S P A P E R S 
comijluriity news. 

' J:.-MAIL Sl)NCITYNEWS@NEWSZAP.COM . 

December 30, 2009 

Postvour-News -
- News ttems and photos for Corrrnunity News 
· can be submitted to the newspaper by posting 
· them in the Post Your News section at 

WWW•IWSZII-Cla 

Sun City mus~um celebrates collllllunify's 50th:annlversary 
' ~ . - . . . 

By Priscilla Fenner "We are delighted to have Joe back in 
Special to tbe lhclependent front of the house where it all began 50 years r, · 

Fo?JJe"salz, New Year's Day is a home- ago. We-hope you-will stop by and see us," 
· said Bill Pearson, pr'esldent of the historical commg. . . -u 

1 
It was Jan. 1, I 960, that he sang with a society trustees. . 1~ ;,:"'-- . 

Phoenix bil:fbershop qu~tet i~ f~!)ht,oJ.;U)e . _ Mr. Saltz begar\'.~ ~ngrng"m the first gr~dE: 
five Sun City model homes m the 168P.,O · m:~~b~_ql!_, .~o\Va'. ~ movei up,to th~ h!gfi 
block of Oakmont Avenue. · • · sctio?,f_f~Qf_r, &l~-~lt:1}:5,-~_chµrcl) choir and-

On Jan. 1, 2010, Mr. Salz·will sing there barl?e~s.h?P_QJ.!artet..He,~d a bu~dy_mo'!'.ed, 
·again from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. in front of the to P?~mx.111"1950_an~_-mstalled 1un~le:~:5 · . Del Webb Sun Cities ·Museum the model equ1p1J1ent at the Madison School D1str1ct -Ill ·, 
home at 10801 W Oakmont Ave. 120-degre.e_,.w:eathe!j_\:'l!iicti set a re.cordll~( 
· ~This pme he sings wit~ The Vintage year. ' · ·· ·, ::,< ';~ - -_ . : :. · 
Voices, a -q~artet from the Sun Cities Chap- .-.Mfe~ JtheJ.~W;nences domg odd Jobs! 
ter Desert Aires-~¥bershop Chorus, recently they .. J~med th~Af_r-a~d three years later he · 
crowned champions of the Far Western Dis- marQed a Phoenix girl when he. returned 

· trict Division Five Bash. Other quartet mem- frqm \he.World WarJUn 1955 he joined the 
-bers include Ralph Brooks, Bob Riedel and Phoenicians Barbershop and sang with the 
Bill Shaw. · ' · Desert Knights, the group•hired to sing on 

· The Sun Cities Area Historical Society will opening day _of Sun City in 1960. : · 
host the first of s~e~al open houses during · •~ctually, this News Year-'s Day will be the 
the anniversaryy~}it ttie~newly.9esi~oat~d _!hird_time l've,~un~ officially in Sun City !or a ~ -1,_--.. 

Del ~":bb Sun C1tlE:5'~,foseum following the s~1al Del -\\:'.e~b·event: Our-Deser,t Knights . ,,_~\; 
- Sun C1t1es 50th AnmverS<!fY Party at Bell ~et- aqd ,The Copp;er Belles were invited to per- i' _. . _ _ _ _ . --;;'.:I -

reation Center._ Refres_hments will be ~~rved- form at a Nov._ 27, 1960,~·holiday event," he-:~· .;." -- · . • ..,.. . · · ,.;,... ,,-~ ·., .. . _, . . , • :- - : :; · ; SubTttted P..hotq 
ahd docen~ WIii provide commentary m the . recalls. - _ f · . · . ·•-: - . Visitors Hock to Sun City on opening day,.J•n:,;l,':1jl60,.to~_pck outthe new teti~l!l~mmut1lty. 
model horilefi?irl' 2 to fp:m. on New Year's _ ,. ,Of thaf first,' sirigiftg visit he rRails· th~ The Sun ~lties Historic~ ~ffl w.111 c~~d~~~.J>pen houe) o inar~ t~ corimi~_!llty'1

1
~ -~Jver­

Day. '.fhe museum is :home to ,the -historical cdrnmertf't>f •:a' :visitor _; "Who in "tlie hell • sary at the Del Weblrj11110U.~ at 10801 W. :o....-A~c .The musiiiin Jiioeated:ilHNII 
society,,, · . _' - . ·~- . . \.viml¢-buy~ay-:q4the;~?'' ·•, . . : ~.flheflrstfivem"98'~n.JIJ'Red·ln~~- -~ .:_ - -,_. -~ _ .' :i,'.'..:": ~ : ~. 



-City set to 
celebrate 50 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers . 

Mer more than two years of planning, 
he opening days of Sun City's 50th an­
iversary celebration are here. 

Organizers of the yearlong event are ex­
cited for the festivities to begin. The open- . 
ing ceremony is 1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 9 
at the Sundial Recreation Center, 14801 N. 
103rd Ave. Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer will · 
send a proclamation to be read while Dolan 
Ellis, Arizona balladeer, and Marshall Trim­
ble, Arizona historian, "will provide _enter­
tainment. There will also be a presentation 
by the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum and a 
host of other fast-moving groups, according 
to Bill Pearson, 50th anniversary committee 
publicity chairman. 

The first of three 50th anniversary golf 
tournaments is Thursday, Dec. 10 at the Sun 
City Country Club, 9433 N. 107th Ave. 

"This one filled up fast so we encourage 
you to watch as entries go on sale for the 
next two after the first of the year," Mr. Pear­
son said. 

This week's other event got a bit of 
a change when the annual boat parade 
around Viewpoint Lake was canceled, al­
though some homeowners indicated they 
may still decorate their boats, according to 
Mr. Pearson. In place of the parade, the Sun 
City Holiday Celebration will be 4 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 11 at Lakeview Recreation Center social 
halls and on the patio, 10626 W. Thunder­
bird Blvd. The 50th anniversary committee 
will offer a Santa display, free Rock Springs 
pie and music by the Rhythm Ramblers, ac­
cording to Paul Herrmann, 50th anniversary 
committee .public relations chairman. And . 
the Sundial Men's Club is conducting a spe­
cial Wednesday night Bingo game Dec. 23 
with all proceeds donated to the Sun City 
50th anniversary. 

Following_ the turn of the year, the com­
mittee-will host monthly events. 

"What we have laid out is a good start 
and we can add to it as we go," Mr. Pearson 
said. 

With most of the plans in place, commit­
tee members and residents can relax and 
enjoy the festivities - almost. 

'"It will be a relief on Jan. 2 because things. 
are still coming in quickly," Mr. Herrmann 
said. "After that, it will settle into a month-to-
month routine." . 

·While fundraising for the celebration was 
slow at the beginning of this year, it picked 
up near the end. Mr. Pearson said the com­
mittee raised about $1 O,OQO on a drawing 
for a golf car and is expecting to bring in a 
similar amount for the golf tournament, ac: 
cording to Mr. Pearson. The committee also 
sold advertising in a commemorative book­
let that could raise as much as $25,000, Mr. 
Pearson said. 

"The advertising at the end was just stag-

Celebrate 
Continued From Page 18 

gering," Mr. Pearson said. "We originally 
looked at a 36-page book and it ended up 
60 pages.". · 
. One of the major events early next year 
1s a parade through Sun City streets and or­
gan12ers are looking for entries, according 

to Warren Clucker, parade chairman. The 
Parade will be Saturday, March · 13 leaving 
Bell Recreation Center, 16820 N. 99th Ave. 
and.proceeding down Hutton Drive to Del 
Webb Boulevard, travel along Del Webb 
Boulevard to Talisman Road at La Ronde · 
Center continuing along,Talisman Road to 
Boswell Boulevard on to Sundial Recreation 
Center, 14801 N. 103rd Ave. 

The grand marshals will be Marshall 
Trimble, Arizona historian, and Dolan Ellis, 

Arizona ball~deer. 
"There will be antique cars, decorated 

golf carts, VFW, Shriners mini-cars, horses, 
flags, LuRe AFB color grand, music and 
much more," Mr. Clucker said. 

For enties or other information, call 623: 
977-2128 or e-mail wscoo7@aol.com. 

Post your opinions in the Public /saues Forum 
at wwwJ1ewnap.com. New• Editor Rmty 

Bradahaw can be reached at 623-445-2725 or 
rbradahaw@newnap.com. 
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VF 50th ANN IVERSARY 

Volunteering Facelift 
■ Sprawling Sun City, the 
nation'• first planned 
retirement community, 
turns 50 on Jan. 1. While the 
looks of the curving, palm-lined 
streets and ranch homes haven't 
changed much, the new retirees 
have a different outlook. 

The original residents of this 
"City of Volunteers" were mostly 
couples; few women worked 
outside the home. Today, many 
of the 40,000 residents are single 
women. They have more educa­
tion and work experience than 
the first women of Sun City and 
they want to use their career 
skills in more challenging and ef­
fective ways. 

Sun City Grand retiree Carol 
Struck, 61, a former school su­
perintendent, is negotiating with 

farmers and backyard gardeners 
to create a farmers' market as she 
did back home in Bloomington, 
Ill. This is her second major vol­
unteer project since moving here 
in 2008; the first was a used-book 
store. 

"A lot of the recently retired 
women I know are like me," she 
said. ''We exercise, play golf or 
tennis, but we also need activities 
that are mentally challenging." 

In 1960, about 95 percent of 
"Sun Citizens" were fully retired 
couples. Today a third ofhome­
buyers in the two newest Sun City 
communities are single women, 
said Jacque Petroulakis, spokes­
woman for Pulte Homes and 
the Communities of Del Webb. 
In a recent survey of women 
who bought new homes, only 54 

percent considered themselves 
retired and many viewed volun­
teer work "like a full-time job," 
Petroulakis said. 

This demographic shift is most 
evident when new residents 
choose volunteer activities. 

Volunteer duties, from the 
ever-present golf cart security 
patrols to the army of helpers in 
the activity centers, have always 
been a crucial aspect of Sun City 
life. The early residents would do 
almost anything they were asked, 
but today's retirees are choosier. 

Paul Herrmann, 64, executive 
director of the Sun City Visitors 
Center, said new volunteers want 
to see successful results for their 
investment of time and energy. 

"They want to work on projects 
they can see through to the end," \ 

I 

36 http://bulletln.aarp.org DECEMBER 2009 

he said. "Many aren't going to be 
happy just stuffing envelopes or 
answering the phones. And bake 
sales? Many of the new residents 
who grew up in the '60s or '70s 
just don't bake." 

Community and nonprofit 
groups had to adapt. 

Interfaith Community Care, in 
neighboring Surprise, draws most 
of its 400 volunteers-300 are 
women-from Sun City. Increas­
ingly, it has been trusting experi­
enced retirees with more respon­
sibility. The farmers' market, for 
example, is under the Interfaith 
flag. New social enterprises- a 
used-book store and a child care 
center-use the skills of the new 
volunteers. 

"They are results-driven," said 
Kristine Koschke of Interfaith 
Community Care. "When they 
go home they want to know they 
have made a real difference." 

The boards of Sun City's com­
munity organizations were 100 
percent men in the early years, 
according to Herrmann. Now, 
women outnumber men on some 
boards, including the Visitors 
Center. Partly as a result of wom­
en's involvement, board agendas 
are now less about golf and tennis 
policies, and more about health, 
wellness and security. 

A quarter of Arizonans volun­
teer, ranking the state 42nd in the 
nation, government figures show. 
Volunteering is more important 
than ever as the state cuts ser­
vices, said Len Kirschner, AARP 
Arizona president. "Volunteers 
can fill the gap," he said. 



VF 50th ANNIVERSAXY 
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Suit Oity ·starts 1olden celebration 

,&f DEIIPSF( 
DAILY NEWS--SUN · • . 

s~ ,City's year of cele· 
. brating its -50.th Anniversa: 

r . . ry gQt, off to a rousing start 
~ W~esday · afternoon as 

::-:.· · hun~eds;~ctcecf'.the Sun-
• • . dial Aud:itodurir to kick off 

.. . the festivities. •: ... , 
; :Peoplt{~ QS,. '\Y.hy are 

' AKEY I.OWEIIY/IJAJLY NE.WS-SUN 

\

Members of the Handbell Ringers of Sun City perform during the Sun City 5oth Anniversary opening ceremony at Sundial Recreation Center in Sun 
City Wednesday. 

: yj>.~ ~~iP.t@:S'.?'. I~it!s·be­
~. cause.we can:"'. said commit~ 

-tee·member Paui.Herrinann, 
"NobQEly else ;can 'Claim to 
~ ~~_.Jirs(ac,.pve retirement 

•• ,([oDllilunl~:, not_ •~~i:e 
else iii the world. This is our 
. time to celebrate." 

~ . Marshan Trhnole· .. official 
historian for the state-of Arl­
wna; took to the stage with 
a guitar, telling stories not 

SEEFIISt15 
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Sun ~ity 50th anniversary calendar of events 

EVENT DETAILS 

Sundial Men's Club Bingo Dec • .23. Doors open at 5 p.m. Bingo starts at 6:30 
p.m. 
Sundial Auditorium, 14801 N. 103rd Ave. 

Sun City Anniversary Jan. 1. Noon-2 p.m. 
Party Bell Social Halls, 16820 N. 99th Ave. 

SO-Cent bowling Jan. 2 and 3. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
SO-Cent hot dog Bell Lanes, 16810 N. 99th Ave., an~ Lakeview lanes, 
SO-Cent soda 10502 W. Thunderbird Blvd. 

Nutrition and Fitness Jan. }3.10-11 a.m: and 7-8 p.in. 
. 

Program Sundial East Hall, 14801 N. 103rd Ave. 

Semiformal Dance · Feb. 20. 6:30-10 p.m. · · 
. 

Sundial Auditorium, 14801 N. 103rd·'Aller .. -
Ticketecl event. . : ___ . _· : . · -

Fala Prevention Program March 10.10-lf a.ni.· 
Sundial East Hall, 14801 N. 103rd Ave. 

~oth Anniversary March 13. Parade leaves Bell Center at 10 a.ni. and 
Community Pa._. arrives at Sundial Center at11 a.m. . . 

- Bell Center, 16820 N. -99th Ave., and Sundial Center, 
14801 N. 103rd Ave. 

Sun City Parade a.becue March 13. Noon-4 p.m. 
Sundial Center, 14801 N. lO~rd Ave. 
Ticketed event. 

Soth RCSC Golf Auod· April 10. 7:30 a.m. shotgun start. , 

ation Golf Tournament RCSC North Course, 12650 N.. 107th Ave. 
Registration begins Jan. 1. 

Sun Bowl Variety Show. April 21. 7 p.m. 
Sun Bowl, 107th Ave. and Clair Drive. 

Del Webb Birthday Party M·ay 16.1i:30 to 5 p.m. 
Oakmont Center, 10725 W. Oakmont Ave., and Del · 

. Webb Museum, 10801.W. Oakmont Drive. 

Independence Day Pan- July-4. Ticketed breakfast 7-9 a.m. Free program be-
cake Breakfast gins 9:30 a.m.· 

Bell·Ce,nter, 16820 N. 99th Ave. 

Sock Hop and Pizza Party Sept. 24. 6:30-10 p.m. 
Sundial Auditorium, 14801 N. 103rd Ave. 
Ticketed event. 

Banner Boswell Yeater- Oct, 13.10-11 a,m. ·-. 
day; Today and To,morrow Banner Boswell Memorial Hall, 1318.9 N. 103r9 • 

Drive. ' 

Oktoberfest Oct. 30. Time TBA 
l 

Sundial Auditorium, 14801 N. 103rd Ave. 
- Ticketed event. ,. 

Banner Research Institute Nov.10.10-11 a.m. 
Tour Banner Research Institute, 10515 W. Santa ~e Drive. 

FaD Variety Show Nov. 28. 2-3:30 p.m. and_ 5-6:30-p.m. 
Mountain View Center, 9749 N.107th Ave. 

5oth Annlvwsary _Final Dec. 10. li:30 p.m. shotgun ~art. 
Golf Tournatnent· Sun City Country Club, 91-33 N.107th Ave. 

- _Registration b_egins May 1. 

Holiday Around the World Dec: 10. 4 p.m. 
Party and Viewpoint Lake Lakeview Center, 10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd. 

BoatParade 
5oth Anniversary Grand Jan.14. 7-10 p.m. 
Finale Sundial Auditorium, 14801_N.103rd Ave. 
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50th anniversary celebration starts next week 
By Bill Pearson 

Celebrate! 
It has been years in the making, the com­

mittee. has had turnover and tumult, bl!t 
through it all, we have endured. We have 
suffered through the worst financial mess 
one could have imagined and pushed on to 

I 
put together what will still be one heck of a 
party. . 

Within a matter of w eeks, Sun City will 
I kick off its 50th anniversary celebration. The 

I 
calendar of events is jam packed with things 
to do, both from.our standard fair to a wide 
array of special gatherings. It truly is a ree-

l
' ognition of just how good we have it here in 

the first, and in our opinion the best, active 
retirement community in the country. 

Everyone acknowledges ·Del Webb's 
' genius for the inspiration and the creation 

l 
of this remarkable concept in senior liv­
ing. · Sometimes overlooked are the thou­
sands and thousands of residents who took 
Webb's vision and shaped it into what Sun 
City has become. This year-long celebration 
is dedicated to them. 

We will conduct our opening ceremony 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 at the Sundial Recreation 
Center, 14801 N. 103rd Ave. We have invited 
the -governor and both state senators along 

' with many of the local politicians. Dolan El-

GUEST 
Commentary 
Bill Pearson 

and music by the Rhythm Ramblers. And the · be going on. One of our goals f_pr the 50th 
Sundial Men's Club is conducting a special w as to try and bring residents together and 
Wednesday night Bingo game Dec. 23 with ·to enhance the sense of commum!r that has 
all proceeds donated to the Sun City 50th an- always been at the core of Sun City's exis-
niversary. tence. . . . . . 

With a brief hiatus during the Christmas We will ~ave all of the memmab1ha ava•!-
holidays, we come back hard and strong able for purchase at the eve~ts. If rou can t 
Jan. 1 w ith the 50th anniversary party al the get to them you can al~a~ I?•ck up whatever 
Bell Recreation Center social hall 16820 N: you need at the Sun City Visitor Center, open 

. ' . 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Saturday. We 
~9th _Ave. Free cake and ice er.earn will help also need hundreds of volunteers_ and you 

lis, Arizona balladeer, and-Marshall Trimble, nng m 50 years ~f unmatched success, a~d can sign up at our events or can visit our 
Arizona historian, will provide us with some after the_ celebration ends at 2 p.m., we -~II Web site at www.sunciJy50thanniversary. 
great entertainment. There w ill be a presen- head on down to the Del Webb Suti ~•ties org. And anyone stuck on what to buy for 
talion by the Del ·Webb Sun Cities Museu_m Museum for another two hours of partying. Cbristmas, w e have gift certificates available 
and a host of other fast-moving groups to · It does not stop there. We will have 50- at the Visitor Center. 
keep the event nothing but fun. Seating will cent bowling Jan. 3-4, hot dogs and sodas It has been a long, long time in the mak­
be for the first 1,800. from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at both Lakeview ing, but Sun City's 50th anniversary is just 

We will conduct our first of three 50th an- Lanes and at Bell Lanes. Mojoe's and La Pe- around the corner. Join us whenever IJOS­

niversary golf tournaments Thursday, Dec. lite restaurant will be serving up the food, so s1ble as we celebrate 50 years of remarkable 
10. This one filled up fast so we encourage stop by and roll ~ line or three. success. 

·you to watch as entries go on sale for the f'.very Sun City resident will be getting a Editor 's Nole: Mr. Pearson is Sun City 
next two after the first. of the year. program of events Dec. 5, so watch for it as 50th Anniversary Committee publicity chair-

The annual boat parade around View- we show you first-hand just how much w ill man. 
point Lake provides the back drop for our 
next event. We will begin the festivities Fri-
day, Dec. 11 at Lakeview Recreation· Cen-
ter social halls and on the patio,· 10626 W -
Thunderbird Blvd. There will be an aw e-
some Santa display, free Rock Springs pie 
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-50th Anniversary· 
·:·::C,;ommittee lin~s up·· 

·. , sponsors, events 
I-JEFF DEMPSEY 

DAILY NEWS-SUN . 
The 50th.Anniversary of Sun City is onJ:y a few months 

away, and Wednesday afternoon· the 50th Anniversaiy . 
Committee gave an update on the status of their year-

.· 1orig celebration plans_ · . 
"We've got a number of sponsors lined up, and I 

.· , think we11 see even more. coming in soon," said Paul 
Herrmann, who is in charge of public relations for the 
committee. "We have a lot of ideas, and we want to be 
able to do as many of them as possible, so .keep working 

l hard." . · 
' . · - The committee detailed plans for a number of activi- · 

ties they think will make the 50th anrtivensacy: a special 
one. The celebration will begin Dec. 9 with a 50th An­
niversary Kick Off Ceremony, followed by a-golf tour­
nament Dec. 10 at Sun City Country Club: Dec: 11, a · 

\ parade of boats will be on Viewpoint lake. 

\" -SEE INNIIEISIIY.15 
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Perhaps most 
notable is the plan 
for a time capsule, 
which will be opened 
in 2060 during Sun 
City's 100th anniver­
sary celebration. 

"We received ap­
proval from the Rec­
reation Centers of 
Sun City to place the 
time capsule in the 
new Fairway Recre- Sponsorship decals and other 
ation Center," said items celebrating the anniversary 
Vice · President War- : may be purchased at the Visitors 
ren Clucker. "It will Center, located in Bell Recreation 
be in the entcyway so Center just south of Bell Road. 
evexybody who comes 
in will see the plaque." 

Clucker said the committee is looking for items 
that represent the eve:ry day lives of Sun Citians 
to place in the time capsule and that anyone with 
ideas should contact the committee. 

"We're also looking for Sun City couples who 
are celebrating their 50th anniversa:ry next year," 
Herrmann said. "Keep an eye out because we need 
help in locating them. We want them to be part of 
the celebration." 

President Susan Sommers said the committee 
also is looking for -Original Sun Citians. 

"We would love to have some people who moved 
into Sun City in 1960 get involved. but we do need 
help finding them," she said. 

Clucker talked about the community parade 
planned for March 13 and the need for more volun-

teers to pull it off. 
- "We11 be needing help in the staging area to 
make sure the floats are orgaruzed, we11 need mar­
shals along the route to be sure the parade keeps 
moving," he said. "I. would really hope that, of the 
41,000 goodhearted Sun City residents, we can 
find 100 or so willing to help make the 50th parade 
a truly special event." 

Bill Pearson, publicity chairman, said anyone 
with an event planned for next year needs to let the 
committee know by the end of October. 

"We have a 30- to 60-page yearlong program, 
with a run of about 50,000 copies, and it is critical 
if you are having an event that you let us know so 
we can get you in there," Pearson said. "We11. be 

· distributing them to eve:ry household in Sun City 
and we11 have additional copies at places like the 
Visitors Center and the rec centers for people to 
pick up." 

Pearson, a frequent proponent of community 
involvement, again urged the people of Sun City 
to take part in the celebration in some way, big or 
small. 

"If eve:ry resident in Sun City does Just a little 
bit then this whole thing goes off without a flaw," 

. Pearson said. "And I know all of you here care. But 
it's the people who say they don't care that have me 
worried. Because if you have enough peeple that 
Just don't care, Sun City ceases to exist." 

Pearson asked the people in attendance to do 
eve:rything they can to get more people involved. 

"When you leave here, talk to your neighbors, 
talk t-0 the.people around you." Pearson said. "Let's 
get these people going." 

The committee's next meeting is at 2 p .m. Nov. 
18. in the Lakeview Social Halls. For information, 
visit www.suncity50thanniversa:ry.org or call the 
Sun City Visitors Center at 623-977-5000. 

Jeff Dempsey may be reached at 623-876-2531 
or jdempsey@yowwestvalley.com 
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HappySOth 
birthday,~un City 
Sun City commemorates 
its golden anniversary in 
2010, and area residents 
are planning to celebrate 
all year. The festivities kick 
off in December. Here are 
five things you should know 
about Sun City's begin­
nings: 

1. Sun City was the first ac­
tive adult community of its 
kind. 
2. Sun City debuted Jan. 1, 
1960. 
3. More than 100,000 vis­
itors showed up the first 
weekend. 
4. There were originally 
five model homes, a nine­
hole golf course, a commu­
nity center, craft building, 
shopping center and motel. 
S. About 400 homes were 
sold in the first month. 

Source: Sun City Visitors Center. 



·_50th ·anniversary plans wor~ 
· toward rewarding climax'· 

IILL PEARSON 
CHAIRMAN 
SUN CITY 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

It has been a long time in the 
plru:mtng,.and we're still notthere 
yet. Sun City's 50th Anniversary 
celebration is slated to begin 
within months and there is still · 
a mountain of work to do. The 
opening ceremonies scheduled for 

. Dec. 9 of this year are still com­
ing together. 

Long before the kickoff event 
can take place, the committee 
will be working on an even more 
daunting task. We pave commit­
ted to produce a full-color glossy 
program that will _be delivered 

by the 50th Anniversary commit­
tee will be the definitive guide as 
to what is happening where and 
when during the yearlong-celebra-
tion. The 50th program will be a 
massive.run while the Historical 

·Journal will be a limited Edition 
collectable piece. 

The one thing worth noting in . 
the last month is Winter V~sitors 
.are ·starting to return, business is 
picking up and retailers are look-
ing for ways to ·spend their fall 
ad dollar wisely. Several major 
sponsors have come on board in 

· the past week and event sponsor­
ships are ·selling out nicely. 

Dennis Connolly is the adver-
to every doorstep in Sun City.. 
We will alsQ use it. throughout 
the year to showcase our active 
retirement lifestyle and to put 

. tlstrtg·specialist from the Daily 
News-Sun handling the 50th ad 
sales and event sponsorships. In 
the first week, he reported there 
fias been an immediate interest 
in being in_the yearlong program 

an exclamation point on those 
businesses and organizations 
that supported us financially; the 
ones that made it possible for this 
remarkable event to happen. 

Our partnership witn the Daily . 
News-Sun began Sept. 1; It was 

·an easy fit; ·the DNS has been 
here from the very beginning and 
its history nearly mirrors ours. 
They have been the local home 
town newspaper, and their goal 
is to continue being that for the 
next 50 years. · - . ·· · 

j While there are many compo--
1 nents to the relationship, perhaps 

the one having the most potential 
is using the Dajly News-Sun's . 
sales staff to market the ads and 
solicit sponsors for t:Q.e events 
scheduled during the year. Un­
fortunately, there has been some· 
competitive misunderstandings 
the past several months as the 
Sun City Area Historical Society 
has been selling ads for their 
histopca1 journal and created . 
questions in potential ad buyers 
minds. 

The two efforts are-distinctly . 
· different.The SCAHS Journal · _ 
will document the history of Sun 
City while the program produced 

simply because of the great reach 
and reasonable buy-in. It was 
clear Dennis was excited by t.h,e · 
numerous qptions available and 
his talent for getting his clients 
the best bang for tlieir buck 
should be the perfect marriage. 
Dennis can be reached at 623-
876-2525. . 

The next open meeting for the 
50th artniversary is scheduled for 
.2 p.m. Sept. 23. As us~al. it will 
be at the Lakeview Social Hall. 
We will have shirts; hats, -visors, 
raffle tickets and decals for sale. 
We will be looking for volunteers 
to sign up, and we will be bring- · 
ing everyone up to date .on where 
we are with schedule events. Re­
freshments will be served. 

For those not able to attend, 
the Sun City Visitor Center-has ' 
all of the above items for sale, or 
to get involved, visit our website 
at www.sundty-50thanniversary. 
org. The enthusiasm is rqounting 
as we near the kickoff~ so plan to -
now to be a part of this once~in-a­

. lif etlme event. 
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Opinion 2 
Spoiisorsbips line up· 

for Sun City's · 
50th anniversary 

Bill' PEARSON · 
PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN 
SUN CITY'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY· COMMITTEE 

After several unsuccessful fund-raisfu-g ef- · I 
forts to finance our yearlong celebration, Sun 
City's 50th Anniversary Committee is finally I 
{inding solid footing. It couldn't have come at · · 
a better time. With the festivities set to kick off 
the beginning of December. _the time is growing 
short, and it is great to see partnerships form­
ing and support coming from businesses and 
residents alike. · 

The Daily News-Sun bas agreed to work with 
the 50th Anniversary Committee to produce a I 
24-40 page program that will highlight all of ,, I 
the festivities for the year. They will handle the 1 
distribution (slated to be dropped on doorsteps 
Dec. 5), will help with layout and design, and 
their sales force will sell ads during Septem-
ber. If you are a Sun City business looking for 
a must-be-in publication, this will be the one: 
Half of the 50,000 magazines will be given to _ 1 

residents at their homes, and the other half will · 
be distributed througliout the year at events. · -

The news gets-even better,. as local business­
es have started taking an interest in sponsor-
ships of events. Certified Fiduciary Services ~ 
Inc., will be taking the Parade of Boats on Dec. 
11. Karen Wellert, QWher of Adultcare Assis­
tance Homecare wtil sponsor both the Opening , 
Ceremonies Jan. 1 and the Fall Variety Show in 
Nove~ber 2010. The Sun Cities Area Histori-
cal Society will have Del Webb's Birthday Party 
May 16 and Pricilla.Richie from Ken Meade's 
·Realty, :Greenway Office will sponsor the Inde­
pendence Day Pancake Breakfast. 

The interest in sponsorships is encouraging 
and for any business or organization lookiri'g to 
boost their status·in Sun City, we have numer­
ous other events they can get great recognition 
by sponsoring. In addition, they will get an ad 
in the yearlong program so residents will see 
who helped make the celebration a success. 

· For those interested in sponsorship, want ad 
space, purchase a w:tndow decal or get involved 
with our golf tournament, contact Paul Herr­
mann (623-977 -5000) or Susan Sommers (623-. 
824-2543). They will be happy to talk to you 
regarding marketing opportunities. -

Residents also are playing an important role 
in making the 50th Anniversary come together. 
Along with their support by putting on events, 
we are finding individ1,1als donating money, 
buying T-shirts, hats, visors, window decals 
and raffl,e tickets for a go)! car that will be given 
a~ay in· 1;1t the opening ceremonies in Decem­
ber:.Afl' of the :above can be purchased at the 
S~ City Visitors Center. . 

It's not too late for business owners and 
homeowners to get involved. That said, don't 

. hesitate. To find Ol,lt more about what you can 
~~.-visit our Web site at www.suncity50thanni­
versary.org or come by our n~ Town Hall open 
meeting - Sept. 23 at Lakeview Social Hall. We 
will start at 2 p.m.; refreshment~ will be served, 
we'll have stuff for sale; and fun.will be had by 
all. 

Sun City's yearlong celebration )s shaping 
up, and this will be a great marketing opportu­
nity so dori't miss out on being a part of it. 
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VF - SC _10th NNTBUSinesses reap benefits 
· from joining in Sun City's 

50th.'anniversary 
BR.L PURSOlt 

How would you 'like to be a part 
of one of the most spectacular mar­

. ke_ting op1>9rttinitles of a · lifetime? 

GUEST 
c:01. u~M N.1 s T 

Before we go there, let's take a .quick 
look back. busipes.ses donating money, - the 

The night before the· opening of conup.ittee understood the impor7 
Sun City, even Del Webb's most tance of building a marketing strat­
faithful employees . questioned egy; one that gave companies a 
whether anyone· would show up chance ·to get something back. We 
for it. The decision to proceed with knew savvy business owners would 
.this type -of_ actj.ve retirement com- spend money for advertising, and 

. munity-:chad been scoffed at by the - we quickly set out to . create' a real 
experts. Suffice to say; creating Sun value-added package. . 
City was a risky proposition. The . 50th . Annivers;µy Market-

No one. had expected the hoards ing Committee has set-levels of pp­
of people that tr~ped tbrough the· tions that allovr even t}le smallest 
five model homes. Eyen less wauld business to buy in an~ be a part of 

.' have.believed they would sell 200 - · the yearlong promotion. There are 
:.-ptus homes in that f9tir-day perto~. many choices with prices starting 
AswelookbackQnthoseunmatched as low as $50 and topping out at 
years 6f success, there ii;; one cona just under $6,000. (which include&, . 
~ta:nt that fueled the growth. two full-page ads · ~d multi-media 

Simply put, it was · a marketing exposure}. _ Anyone interested · in 
.. p:i;:ograrn of pur.e genius. Webb's ere- this "chance of a lifetime" should 

ative. ~ople wer~ able to convince call Paul.Herrmann at the Sun City 
tho.usands of seniors that moving . Visitor Center (623-977-5000}, Pete 
away from the.ir families and buy- Peterson. at (623-826-3530) or s ·u ­
ing into a slice of retirement heaven _san Summers (623-824-2~3} . 

. was the right t,hing to do. It was · . Our goal-is to showcase Sun City 
brilliant. . . , ~ as the premier ·active adult retire-
, Now, so~ 50 · years later, . we ment community· tliat it· is. The 

have. that saine opportunity. As' we y~long calendar of events will 
_approach ?O 10, Sun qtty, the resi- showcase all of the thihgs. we ao on 
dents, the clubs, the ~ganizations a day-to-day basis and those busi­
and all of the businesses that have nesses, clubs and organizations 
<:lose ties to the coIIllllunity have_ that help support · the promotion 

I 
the chance .to tap into that fabled will clearly benefit by supporting us 

i-.history. The· 50th anniversary has and making it happen. · . 
_ all the makings of an event that will , Sill Pearson is vice president. of · 
once again establish Sun City as' -the Son Cities Historical $<)cfety and 
TI-IE place to retire. · ' spokesmarifor theSwt City 50thAn,-

Recognizing the ~hallenge· of niversary Committee. • 

- - - -- - - -----------

DAILY NEWS-SUN Monday; July 13, 2009 

- - --------- - --
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Hats off to tt_ane -Ereeman _ 
The Hats Off salute ·this month 

honors a special volunteer who has 
devoted countless !:)ours to become 
the walking, talking encyclopedia of 

· Sun City - Jane J. Freeman. 
Through her efforts, along with co­

author Glenn Sanberg, the history of 
the first 25 years of Sun City came to 
life for the community's 25th anni­
versary celebration. The book, titled 
"Jubilee.~ A• History ,of Sµn City," 
takes the reader from the desert that 
was to become Sun City and moves 
foiward With recordings of who did 
what, when it happened ani:I how if 
,happened. She dev:oted a year and 
a half of her life to research, typing 
ancUinalizing this historical book so 
future Sun Citians would know, .un­
derstand and appreciate the begin· 
nings of their community. were never concerned about locking 

Freeman seeJlled destined rot a them at night. · 
life of giVing to others as sbe sought J After the death of her husbandln 
a college degree in education. At the 977, Freeman became even · more 
Universlty of Virginia, she complet- involved in the community. She has 
ed het doctorate .. in education, then,. repeatedly been recognized for her 
moved to New York, where she met . dedication to the communl~ and 
her-future.husband, Leslie. She w,i.s her giving spirit. Shew~ recognized 
dean of.students at ·Rockland Com- for more than 25 years of service to 
munlty Collt;ge in Suffern, N.Y.' Th_e Meals Ol\...,Wheels and received Inter­
couple married Dec. 20, ,1958. She faith's Minnie Harlow Humanitarian 
has two step children, :J'oni and Les -Awardln 2003. In 2005, she received 
Jr., who are both retired. Toni lives in emeritus 'status from Sun Health for 
New York and Les Jr. in Montana. . 15 years of service. In 2007. she was 

When •Leslie retired in 1970, .the recognized by the Valley of the 'sun · 
Freemans moved· .from New York to United Way for her community in­
·get away from the cold and ice! volvemerit. ·' 
They purchased a golf course fi9ine ln addition to awards. Fl'.eeman 
on Prairie Hills Circle and settled in has served in various positions for 
to an activeri:etirement lifes tyle. She ·· many-Sun City organizations. She is 
fondly remembers the security . they the foizruer first vice president of the 
felt in thcir rrew Sun'City h ome. They Recreation Centers of Sun City. She 
left doors and win~ows open ,;llld served mariy years on the Sun City 

, _ 
'""' c111 -'k12ot1.► · 

Sun City will celebrate its..'iOth 
anniversary in 2010, and the Daily 
News-Sun will salute volunteers who­
have made past celebrations successes 
in this occasional column by MarilY/1 
Holley and Darrell Bradshaw. Holley and 
Bradshaw are real estate associates wlth ' 
Ken .M~ade Realt~ and members of the 
2010 anniversary committee: If you know 
of a dedicated anniversary celebration 
volunteer, call Holley al 623-505-87 43 or 
Bradshaw al 623-810-9183. 

.. 

........ ~ ·····················································••f•••···· ~ ·········································•············· .. - ···································--······ 
Library board of dµ:ectors and is past 
president. Sh~ is the past president 
of the Sun City Cotnmun'ity Fund/ 
United Way and o,f the Sun Health 
Foundation board of trustees, She 
also is the former board chairwoman 
of Sun Health Extended Care Ser-
vices. ,.,, ~ r 

Freeman has eme:ci.tus status 
with,. the Sun Cities Area I:listorical 
Society. The ·society began, irrpart, 
when Freeman.and other concerned 
residents learned that the Del Webb 
Corp. office was contemj_>lating dis- . 
carding unwanted files and docu­
ments once the b uild-out of Sun City 
was completed. These pieces of hls0 

tory were rescued and gave birth to 
the historical society for the preser­
vation they deserved. 

11le above lii:,ts just a few of Free­
µian's volunteer achievements. She 
has served In more than 25 signifi­
cant positions durtqg her Sun City 
residency. H~r numerous efforts 
were rewarded in 1981 when the 
pally News-Sun nruned her Woman 
of the Year. ' . 

When asked about how writing the 
history of Sun City began. Freeman 
aid With a laugh, "people got tired 

of me continuously asking questions 
about the community and told me I 

shoula write a book .• , 
She started by becoming the Sun 

City.ombudsman with the Northwest 
Valley Paper Counci!, sponsored by 
the Independent and Daily News­
Sun newspapers, wh :re localdssues 
and events were d,lscussect From 
there, she and Sanberg collaborated 
to give the Sun City; communit;ran 
official history book, ,vhich ·Is avail­
able at the Sun Cities Area Historical · 
Sociel;y. 10801 -W. Oakmont' Drive, 
Sun City. 1 ,.. , 

Freeman also used her research 
and writing skills to co-aullior a 25-
year history of Banner Boswell Medi· 
cal Center. 

In 'response to a question regard­
ing why she volunteered to be so In~ 
volvcd in the community, Freeman 
jokingly· res_pQnded. "because she 
was asked to and it sure beat ~ 
Ing housework," but followed that _ . 
closely with the statement that it IS 
because of the wonderful _people-she 
has met through voluntarism. She Is 
the definition of a "people person." 

Though small In splture, Free- , 
man has an en9rmous, gtVing heart, 
and the eommunity of Sun City has 
benefited from her tireless efforts 
and generous commttinent to volun­
tarism. 
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' While condtietlng !J:1.terview~ of ..--..,-,-- - --- ---------'-- -----, 
25th and 40th anniversary volun- " , . 
. teers, the~e was a name.· repeatedly •. 
mentioned and the request that he 
receive recognition for :his volun­
tarism. This Hats Off salute honors 
the· Rev. Fran.Park, chairman ofthe · 
40th Anntv~ Committee. · 

DAILY NEWS-SUN Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

· · Park speaks about his time volun­
teertng fbr the. 40th annive~ as, ,. 

. if it were yesterday, fondly' recalling ···· ···· ······· ··· ··········· ··· ·············: ······ ····· ······--·················--···--················· ······ ···--·· 
the volunteers wh~ formed one gi~t; . ' toral career progressed, Park moved the Sun City Bell Ringers. 
hard-working ·team, whose common · his family frequently. He served . Park has been. a board member 
goal was to make the celebration a- as the first pastor of Northminster for Boswell Medical Center, Sun Cit-
success. ·•i- . Ch,:urch in No~ C~ton, O,!no. _I;Ie . ies Area TraJ?.sit. the ~~ City !,J.b~ 

W}lile emceeing at the closing cer- .. · · became pastor of First Presbyter4m- anq. is past president of the Sun City 
emonies, Park read the volunteer's Church in Elmira, N.Y., then went on ~taiy Club. . 
creed, which was "we believed it : .. we · to.Columbus, Ohio, when he became As chairman of the 40th Anntver-
planned it ... we worked for it ... we pastor of the Cove~t Presbyterian saxy Committee, Park and his team 
did it.,.. He passes on this creed to t;he Church, wl;lere he seived. for 14 years of. yolunteers · were committed to 
volunteers of the ~ 50th an$ersaiy prior to his move to Sun City. ·. having numerous events that were 
and advises evexyon~ involved Mnot to · Park remains. active in his retire- fun filled and got the restcients ·out 
think small" for this historical event. · childhood years were spent in Chica- ment ~fu. commitments ~ th~ ~t of 1:!ieir hou~. When r'eyi~g the 

Parkmov¢ tothesunshfn:eofSun. go and Cleveljl!lq, Ohio. and West Valley. Sue Park says·her calendar of events for the 2000 eel-
City from ·Columbus, Ohio, in Janu- Wb!le attending college in Wooster, . husband is a.failure at reytlreme,nt. ebtation_. w~~h included raffles for a 
~ -1,9§1· He 1~ behind the cold~d , 01¥<?~.·~~ me~ his _future wife, Sue Ja- While he is pastor emeritus at Faith Cadillac, golf car. two Bri~h Airways 
s~ ~n asked __ to lie ·the ~ · ·· ~'.They were rnat"rj:ed-• in f1ugust Church .Sun City, J:ie- ~. cng~. in. -ro~d.-.trip tickets ru;id crutses, celeb-

. J)clStor of F~th Presbyte~ Chµrch 1953. Th.o/ have one son . arid two .~ stxy as·pastoral•assoctate at~- , -rity visits, dances, ~ cream socials, 
o~ Del Webb Boulevard. He retired · daughters.Their son._ Aildr~ Pa,rk, . nacle Presbyterian Church ih·Scotts- a 2.5-mile parade Where- _10,000 peo­
from the church in 1998 and.•began livts in St. Petersburg; Fla. Their dale. In April 2004, the CQuple moved · pie lined the streets, sports events, 
teaching spring t~ at Pi,ttsburgh daughter, Ann Wade, lives in Dela- to Phoenix to accommoda~ his com-· food fairs'; symphony pr~ntations 
'Iheologtaµ Seminary in ·Pennsylva-. ware, ·Ohio, and has two· sons ages mitments. Though they do not live in · - and·more, it is obvious their goal was 
nia:' }je his been named a life trustee . 24 and 2~. -Their da1.1;ghter, Cathy the cqmmunity, . (hey still have . S1,1Il . reached. It was not just an axw.v~­
<;>f these~. . Ko¢neman. 1iyes in Columbus. 01.tlo, City blood running through their sary. party, but rather a ce1ebrati.on of 

While he ·was out of town on one of · and has three daughters ages' 8, 14 veins and continue to volunteer· in what Park calls Molder adulthood." · 
the Pittsburgh treks; he said; he was· and 16; . . · the area. · . , : Of his days as cliainnan of the 
Msomehow e1ected" to the chairnian- He, graduated from the seminary . Par]5 . seives on the Institutional 40th .Anniversary CoIIJmittee, he re-
s~p position of the '40th Anntversaxy and was 'ordatil.ed a pastor in June · Review Board of Sun Health Re- calls feeling tliat it was important to 
C?mmi~. ,. _ . ·'. 19b7 and found his first pastoral~- .~h Jnstitute.~d is a me~ber of recognize the original residents and 

.. Park was ~rn in Beaver, Pa.. a s ition for First Presbyt~rian Church t}le board of Royal Oaks . Life Care honor the ~ mmunity known as the 
smalltownoutside ofPi~burgh.. His in ~ericktown; Ohio . . As }:tis pas- Community. SueP~kisaµie~berpf •.MCityofVolunteers." . . 



Anniversary celebration 
picks up steam in Sun City 
JEFF DEMPSEY 
L ; . '/ tlrV/S-SUN 

Members of the Sun 
Citv 50th Anniver­
sarv Committee met 
\\lec.lnesday afternoon 
in the Lakeview Social 
Hall 1, and they were 
greeted by a · shocking 
sight. 

·1here are a lot of 
people here,·· said com­
mittee member Walt 
Patterson. ·1 think 
we·re going to have a 
packed house." 

More than 100 peo­
ple attended the meet­
ing. a crowd committee 
member Bill Pearson 
said he was surprised 
- but grateful - to 
see. 

·we·ve had a few of 
these meetings now. 
and attendance in the 
past has been pretty 
sparse." he said. "But 
I've always said, once 
we get closer to the an­
niversary people will 
start sho\ving up. And 
here they are." 

SEE ANNIVERSARY, A5 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUt, 

Dick Hirmann of the Sun City Host Lions Club and Ginny Beck of the Sun City Handweavers 
and Spinners Club peruse the calendar of events for Sun City's 50th anniversary during a 
meeting Wednesday. 

ANNIVERSARY 
FROM Al 

- ---------
The commitlee announced several efforts that 

will be made in order to market the anniversary. 
both to b1-in1; in fu nds and lo get the word out. 
Two la rge 50th Anniversary banners will be hung 
on the Sun Bowl. which Patterson said "sh ou ld 
be visible from Peoria Avenue.· 

And committee member Paul Herrmann had a 
big announcement of his own. 

"The county will be putting up Sun City en­
t~· signs on l.3cll Road at the west and east en­
trances ... he said. "We were going to organize a 
fund -raiser. b ut the county decided to just pay 
for it themselves.·· 

Herrmann said there is a poss ibility for adcti­
Lional welcome signs at other locations. includ-
1n1; the northern entrance on 99th Avenue. 

But the focus of the 111ceting was on raising 
money and bringing in volunteers. Herrmann 
said. with the tough economy. business dona­
tions are not coming in as they have in the past. 

"\Ve are now selling ·rroud Sponsor' decals 
for $50. which is not asking very much a nd has 
been very successful. .. he said. "So if you shop 
somewhere and you don·t see tha t s ticker in the 
wmdow, please encourage them to come by the 
Visitor's Center and purchase a sticker ... 

Pearson said people s hould also ma ke it a 
point to talk to business owners who do have the 
sticker. 

"Acknowledge that you appreciate their sup­
port of tht' l'Ommuni ly.·· h e said. 

The committee discussed some of its market ­
ing plans. including posting videos online. adver ­
tising through the Discover the Region handbook 
and distributing a 50th Anniversary program. 
The plan calls for 50.000 copies to be printed. 
with one program going to each of the 27 .000 
homes in Sun City and the remaining 23,000 to 
be handed out a t social gatherings a nd events. 

Pearson reiterated to those in attendance how 
important it is that they volunteer. 

'"The residents are the best marketing tool we 
have. because nobody can pitch this community 
like the people who live here.'· Pearson said. "If 
you love Sun City. all you have to do is tell people 
why. 2010 is ou r year to show the outside world 
what we are a ll about.·· 

One statistic Pearson gave in particular 
seemed to resonate with the a udience. 
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"Over the next 20 years. 10.000 Baby Boom- (/) 
ers per day will reach retirement age,·· Pearson s:: 
said. ·1hat·s 10.000 per day. If we want to keep ::l 
the Sun City we know and love and keep the out -
s ide from creeping in, we have lo show people ~ 
who we are.·· ; 

Pearson encouraged everyone in atlendcl1!G,e 
to sign up and to go back to whatever clubs or 
groups they are a part of a nd spread the word. 

"Give us your money. give us your lime. gwe 
us your expertise - whatever you can give. we'll 
take it a ll. .. he said. "Remember, you are buying ,. 
into your future and the future of Sun City:· 

For more information, call Paul Herrmann a t 
623-977-5000 or visit www.suncity50thanniver­
sary.org. 

Jeff Dempsey may be reached al 623-876-2531 
or jdempsey @yo1 irwes t ualley. com. 
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SOth-year. panel seeks backing 
SUN CITY -The city's SOth-anni­

versary committee is seeking the 
community's support to raise money 
to . finance its yearlong celebration. 

• The committee is in charge of orga­
nizing Sun City's 50th birthday in 
2010. . 

The committee is selµng sponsor 
decals to businesses and residents for 
$50. Proceeds will be used for anni­
versary activities. Anyone who pur­
chases a decal will be listed on the 
committee's Web site, www.sun­
citySOthanniversary.org. 

The committee also is holding a raf­
fle to raise funds. The grand prize is a 
golf cart. 

Call 623-977-5000 or visit 
www.suncitySOthanniversary.org. 
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Hats off to Max Gimpel 
•J II , _o I \ . 

Sun City will celtorate its 50th 
anniversary 1n 2010, and the 

Daily News-Sun will"salute 
volunteers who have made 

past celebrations successes 
in this occasional column by 

Marilyn Holley and Darrell 
Bradshaw. Holley and Bradshaw 

are real estate associates with 
Ken Meade Realty and mem­
bers of the 2010 anniversary 
committee. If you know of a 

dedicated anniversary celebra­
tion volunteer. call Holley at 

623-505-8743 or Bradshaw at 
623-810-9183. 

The I lats Ofl salute this 
month recogn izes Max 
Gi mpe l. known as the Sun 
City Logo Man. 

He is the crealive mind 
a nd artis tic ta lent behind 
the logos for the 25th . 40th 
a nd now the 50Lh S un City 
a nniver sary celebrations . 
All of his Sun City logo de­
s ign s incorporate the s igna ­
ture a nd reco~nizable Del 
Webb pinwheel s u nburst. 

Gimpel celebrated his 
9 Is l birthd av in Janu 
,1ry. a nd it is fitting that 
tic is honored tor his vol 
un ta rism th rough this sa­
lute . llis sense of humor is 
s till s trong. as he jokingly 
says th a t if the community 
would like a Gimpel logo for 
a future celchra tion "they 
need_ to get that order in 
now. 

Gimpel's · artistic ta lent 
was evide nt when he was 
a young m an growing up 
in Vienn a, Austria. Born 
in 19 18 to Moses a nd Mina 
Gimpel. h e was the young ­
<'SI o f five s ons. His parents 
n·cpgnized and supported 
his· talent. however niacle 
il clear h e was to grad1,1ate 
from the I lehn·w Academy 
before p11rsui11~ the .1rt s ~I~· 
o h C'vcd their wislH's·· h C' fon· 
hq.(i1111ing fi1 1t· a rt s . ck si(!n 
:111<1 calligrnpll~, sludl('s ;ii 
I Iii' Vien n et /\rt /\c,H lc 111y. 

Gimpel 

In 1938. life changed for 
G impel as his family emi­
grated to the United States 
when Nazi troops invaded 
Austria. They made New 
York City their new home. 

At age 22. Gimpel began 
his voluntaris m by enlist­
ing with the Navy during 
World War If. In his enthu­
s iasm to enlis t, h e forgot 
a n important s tep : After 
completing boot camp, it 
was discovered he was not 
a U.S. citizen .· He was sent 
to the Supreme Court to 
obta in citizens hip, a nd his 
citizens hip papers dis p lay 
h is photo proudly wearing 
llh N,n·y 11niform. _ 

While st,1 tion ecf at S ubic 
l~ay in Ifie Philippines. he 
created a dt·si.~n for a U.S. 
Navy base cl1a pel as well as 

Christmas and Vale ntine's 
Day card s for fe llow service­
men . menu card s for Navy 
function s and was comm.is-' 
s ionecl to create o il paint­
ings for the wa ll of the mess 
hall and · officers· club. 

After being discharged 
from the service. he pur-

. s ued mechanical engineer ­
ing s tudies a t City College 
of New York and Co lumbia 
University. In 1949, h e m et 
a nd married the love of his 
life . Alice. They h ave two 
sons. Allen and James. Al­
len is a J ewish educator 
a nd James is a n architect. 
It is with great sorrow that 
Gimpel re ports that Alice 
passed away in January 
2008. S h e was his stead­
fast s uppo rt. s trength a nd 
critical eye. I le cr edits h er 
for h oning his artistic tal­
ent. The love for his wife, 
fam ily . art and life are what 
make Gimpel the man h e is 
today. 

Although ·h e has . a lways 
been a freelance a rtis t. 
Gimpel's work career was 
as a s upervisor with Bell 
Telephone Laboratories in 
the eng ineering and art d e- -
partmen ts. I le retired after 
30 years of service there. 
Over the years h e has con­
ti nued lo express his a rtis­
tic s ide th rough designing 
graph ics. comme mora tive 

m edals. posters. sta mps 
a nd teaching art a nd callig ­
ra p hy classes. 

The Smilhsonian Ins ti­
tution is h om e to a Gimpel 
one-of-a-kind c reation. His 
original d esig n of the Amer­
ican flag is dis played in 
the Naval His tory Divis ion 
at the Museum of Ameri­
can His tory in Washington. 
D.C. Th e flag design is cre­
a ted by u s ing the words of 
the Pledge of Allegia nce to 
form the blue fie ld for the 
s tars a nd the words o f the 
S ta r Span g led \Janner form 
the red stripes. 

The Gimpels moved to 
S un City in 1978 and to 
S un City West in 2004. 
where he lives today. Since 
a rriving in the _community. 
h e began s h a ring his artis ­
tic gift. Besides the Sun City 
logo creations. recipients 
of his logo d esigns include 
S un City Sun s hine Ser­
vice. the 30th Anniversary 
for Young town . the Arts in 
Mesa. the Sylvia Plotkin 
Judaic-a Museum -a nd the 
Arizona Govcrno1··s Coun­
c il on Health a nd Physi­
cal Fitness. I le says of his 
work that his ·greatest ac­
complis hmen t was the d e­
s ign of the synagogue a nd 
stained g lass windows for 
Beth Emcth Congrega tion 
in S un City West. 
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Itsaft0o -earty··to~plru 
..... 

Surprise's SOth anniversary is still 21 
montns away, but City CledE Sherry Ann 
Aguilar began preparing for the date 
more than a YW qo. .. 

•~~ !w~m~i( hsro ~.rk will ro­
,c;ult 1n:1 C11,\bli&!~~ of stql')pS1 p,flotO! 
and quo--reacly forula.by:Jan. l, 2010 

Based on about SO in~rviews, the book 
actua}lr, }>egiJis before SlITT1iµe'i incor­
poratiori;'December u; 1960. 'rt takes res• 
idents bfl4 \0 19 37, with a s~tjo11 dis-

During-that tiiiit; Aguilar and llhistori • 
~ be~ comp~tbed.tr.thiAtpry, ask-. 
mg~~ ~~spaper 
clippings and other•DlClOJOrabllia. 

=as · the atea's railroad system and 
tunl industry. . 

~4t"that time, •was fllled"rwith 
ranche.s and cotton and rose fields. 

Sun>rise! It's your birthday 
Surprise and Sun City will both celebl"dtc thei.r 50th birthdnys nextyMr. But 

the neighboring communities tn the Northwest Valley are more like fratemlll 
than identical twins. They share some similarities, but ench has a distinct hiswry 
and commtJilltt life. 

SUU,RJSE SUNCITY 
.. 

How ft sot atvt.d Surprise st31:ed as a farmJ{'lg The-Del E. Webb Develop· 
village Surprise was founded ment Corp. purchased farm-

' ,n 1929 but not incorporated ing land In the northwest 
until Dec. 12, 1960 Phoenil!1area. The first five 

model homes opel)Jld to the 
public Jan. 1. 1960. 

N-oridna The city's name comes f~ Oel f. Webb named the II~ 
Surprlst, Neb .• the home- . ' ,~.· . 
town of the city's founder;· '· 

-,r!f 
µ, ~ r C. Ludden. 

Claim to fame Surprise is one of the fastest· Sun City was the first active-
growing cities ,n thf' state. adult community in the U.S. 

.. 
Potuatioll 109,972. 44;000. 

- · . ·-· . 
D-P1111lh1 The average age 1s about 36.' Toe average age 1s about 73. .. The median household in· The in,dian household m· 

come 1n 2007 was about come m 2007 was about 
$59.600, according lo U.5. i34,700. ~ccord,ng to US 
Census estimates Census estunates 

-

·---- ·--- ---- --. 
Tblllptodo Spring training games al 'the Seven recreation centers 

Surprise Stadium, Heard eight &9lf courses, three 
Museum West Surprise Ten• country clubs, two bowling 
r.is and Racquel Complex, centers, Sun Bowl Amph1the· 
West Valley Art Museum, atre, Viewpoint Lake, and 
While Tan~ Mountain Re· more than 120 clubs 
gional Parle. Surprise Aquatic 
Center, Oreamu tcher Parlt. ,.. . ..,.. 

for~St1rprise's 50th 
The book also \,ill include, 
» Lul.e Air Force Bn.sc', impact on the 

CltV 

>• The rnv·~ rodeos. 
» The historv of ib annexation. 
u Its housing:i.ncl commercial boom in 

the 1990., . 
The book concludes with the city•~ , j. 

~JOn. 
Aguilar said the city plam to have the 

i-Clok avnilablc for s!lle on tbc city's W1:b 

site 11Jld the city store. 
Although the book is cxpcetcd to bt: 

availahl~ by the beginning of the year. the 
actu:ll 50th anniversary ~elcbration 
won't ht: until Decembet 

Aguilar ~,id it will likely fall on the day 
of the nnnunl Surpris~ l'art)', but detnils of 
the event h3ve not been firmed up yet. 

The city wiU ,oon ett:ite 3 planning 
committee tn ori.'llni:i.e the celr.bration. 
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Sun City's 
opening day 
on Jan. 1, 
1960, ca used 
a traffic jam 
on Grand 
Avenue. More 
than 100,000 
people came 
to view the 
first five 
model homes. 

SIJN CITIES AREA 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

Sun City 50th anniversary 
has community buzzing 

By Sherry Anne Rubiano 
THE REP UBLIC I AZCENTRAL.COM 

The opening of Sun City on Jan. 1, 
1960, made national headlines. 

More than 100,000 people showed up 
the first weekend to view the original five 
model homes in a new community de­
signed for active adults. 

Area residents hope to raise as much 
excitement about the 50th anniversary. 

"We were the very first planned active­
retirement community built anywhere in 
the world," said Paul Hermann, execu­
tive director of the Sun City Visitors Cen­
ter. "(That) we've made it SO years is ... big 
news." 

Hermann is a member of the Sun City 
50th anniversary committee. Committee 
members have been making plans for 
more than l 'h years. 

They are counting down the days until 
they kick off a yearlong celebration. 

The committee is working with resi­
dents and local organizations, including 
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society, to 
sponsor activities and events throughout 
2010. 

A 50th birthday party is scheduled for 
Jan. 1 at the Bell Recreation Center. The 
party will feature cake and entertain­
ment. Churches will be asked to ring 
their bells that day. 

One of the year's highlights is a parade 
on March 13. Community variety shows, 
Del Webb's birthday celebration, and a 
sock hop also are in the works. 

Other projects include a 50th anniver­
sary book, calendar, and a time capsule 
that will be opened on Sun City's 100th 
anniversary. 

Susan Sommers, president of the Sun 
City anniversary committee, said their 
goal was to maintain the visibility of Sun 
City as a place to move to and to celebrate 
its history. 
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Hats Off To ... Park always mentioned for work 
As Sun Citians approach volunteerism 

for the 2010 Sun City 50th Anniversary eel• 
ebration, volunteers take their cue from the 
serious time and effort that past volunteers 
hove given towards the success of previous 
anniversary celebrations. Volunteers of the 
50th and prior efforts w ill be saluted in this 
monthly column. 

By Marilyn Holley 
and Darre ll Bradshaw 

W hile conducting interviews of 25th 
and 40th Anniversary volunteers there was 
a name that repeatedly was mentioned and 
the request that he receive recognition for 
his volunteerism. This Hats Off salute hon­
ors Rev. Fran Park, 40th Anniversary Com­
mittee chairman. 

Mr. Park speaks about his time volunteer­
ing for the 40th Anniversary as if it were yes• 
terday, fondly recalling the wonderful volun­
teers that formed one giant, hard-working 
team w hose common goal was to make 
the celebration a success. W hile emceeing 
at the closing ceremonies, Mr. Park read the 
volunteer's creed, which was, "We believed 
it.. .we planned it...we worked for it...we did 
it." 

He passes on this creed to the volunteers 
o f the 50th Anniversary and advises every• 
one involved " not to think small" for this 
historical event. 

Mr. Park moved to the sunshine of Sun 

T 

City from Columbus, Ohio 
in January 1984. He gladly 
lrft behind the cold and 
snow when asked to be 
the senior pastor of Faith 
Presbyterian Church on 
Del Webb Boulevard. He 
retired from the church in 
1998 and began teaching 
spring terms at Pillsbu rgh Fran 
Theological Seminary Park 
in Pennsylvania. He was 
named a life trustee o f tile seminary. He 
laughs w hen he reports it was while he was 
out of town on one of the Pillsburgh treks 
that he was "somehow elected" to the chair­
manship position of the 40th Anniversary 
Committee. 

Mr. Park was born in Beaver, Pa., a small 
town outside of Pittsburgh. His childhood 
years were spent in Chicago and Cleveland. 
While attending college in Wooster, Ohio, he 
met his future wife, Sue Jacobs. They were 
married in August of 1953. They have three 
children, one son and two daughters. 

Mr. Park graduated from the seminary 
and was ordain.ed a pastor in June of 1957 
and found his first pastoral posit ion for 
First Presbyterian Church in Fredericktown, 
Ohio. As his pastoral career progressed Mr. 
Park moved he and his family frequently. 
He served as the first pastor o f Northmin­
ster Church in North Canton, Ohio. He 

became pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Elmira, N.Y., then on to 
Columbus, Ohio, w hen 
he becarne pastor of the 
Covenant Presbyterian 
Church where he served 
14 years prior to his move 
to Sun City. 

He remains active in his retirement w ith 
commitments in the East and West Valley. 
With all he is involved in, Mrs. Park states her 
husband is a failure at retirement. While he 
is Pastor Emeritus at Sun City's Faith Church 
Sun City, he actively engages in ministry as 
pastoral associate at Pinnacle Presbyterian 
Church in Scottsdale. In Apri) 2004 they 
moved to Phoenix to accommodate his East 
and West Valley commitments. 

Though they do not reside in the commu­
nity they still have Sun City blood running 
through their veins and continue to volun­
teer in the area. Mr. Park currently serves on 
the Sun Health Research Institute Institu­
tional Review Board and is a Royal Oaks Life 
Care Community Board o f Directors mem­
ber. Mrs. Park is a mem ber of the Sun City 
Bell Ringers. 

Mr. Park's other Sun Ci ty volunteerism 
includes board memberships with Boswell 
Hospital, Sun City Area Transit, the Sun City 
Library, as well as being Sun City Rotary 
Club past president. 

-------------- - - - - - - - - -----

As Chairman of the 40th Anniversar) 
Co1111111ttee Mr Park and his team of volun­
te<'rs were committed to having numerous 
fun fillrd events and got residents out ol 
lh<'ir houses. When reviewing the cale11da1 
of events for the 2000 celebration. which 
included raffles for a Cadillac, golf cart , two 
British Airways round trip tickets, cruises, ce 
lebri ty visits, dances, ice cream sociab. a 2 .'i 
mile parade whC're 10,000 people lined the 
streets, sports events. food fairs, symphony 
presen tations and rnuch more, it is obviou~ 
their goal was rrached. It was not just an an 
nivC'rsary party, but rather .a celebration ol 
v. hat Mr. Park calls ··Older Adulthood." 

Of his days as 40th Anniversary chairman 
he recalls feeling that it was important to 
re('ognize the original residents and hono, 
the community known as the City of Volun­
teers. 

Editors note: Ms. / Jolley, o real estate 
associate with Ken Meade's Greenway of­
fice, is o volunteer for the 50th Anniversary 
Commillee and serves on its community 
involuemertl and ways and means commit· 
tees. Mr. Bradshaw is also a real estate as­
sociate w ith Ken Meade and is a volunteer 
for the 50th Anniversary Commillee. They 
ore looking for Sun City volunteers ossoci 
oted with the anniversary celebrations to 
be recognized through this column Coll 
Ms. Holley at 623 505-87 43 or Mr. Brodsho iv 
623 810-9183. 



~ats Off To ... 

Freeman provides walking history 
As Sun Citians approach vol- even more in- , -;;;;;;;;;;;;:::::., · h h N . ......._;a., man wit t e orthwest Valley 

,mteensm for the 2010 Sun City volved in the Paper Council (sponsored by the 
50th Anniversary celebration, community. Independent and Daily News-Sun 
r.:o lunieers take their cue from the She has repeat- newspapers) where local issues 
serious time and effort tha1 past edly been rec- ~ =--rs.• and events were discussed. From 
volunteers have given towards ognized for her ~m~~~~I these beginnings she and co-au-
1he success of previous anniver- dedication to .__ ____ ....., thor Glenn Sanberg collaborated 
sary celebrations. Volunteers of the community to give the Sun City community 
1he 50th and prior efforts will be and her giving spirit. She was rec- an official history book. For those 
sa(uted in this monthly column. ognized for over 25 years of ser- interested, this book is available 
By Marilyn Holley vic:e to Meals on Wheels. She re- at the Sun City Historical Society, 
and Darrell Bradshaw ceived lnterfaith's Minnie Harlow 10801 W. Oakmont Drive, Sun 

The Hats Off salute this month Humanitarian Award in 2003. In City. 
honors a very special volunteer 2005, she received Emeritus sta- · Ms. Freeman also used her re­
who has devoted countless hours tus from Sun Health for 15 years·· search and writing skills to co-au­
to become the walking, talking of service. In 2007, she was rec- thor a 25 year history of Boswell 
encyclopedia of Sun City - Jane J. ognized by the Valley of the Sun Hospital.ln response to a questfon 
Freeman. United Way for her community regarding why she volunteered to 

Through her efforts, along involvement. be so involved in the community 
with co-author Glenn Sanberg, In addition to awards, Ms. Ms. Freeman jokingly responded 
the history of the first 25 year~ Freeman has also served, in vari- . "because she was asked to and Submitted photc 
of Sun City came to life for the ous positions, for many Sun City/ it sure beat doing housework", Jane Freeman 
community's 25th Anniversary o~ganizations. ?he is the former' . but follows that closely with the 
celebration. The book, entitled First Vice President of the Rec-'. statement that it is because of the 
··Jubilee - A History of Sun City," · reation Centers of Sun City, Inc.-. wonderful people she has met 
takes the reader from the desert She served many years on the through volunteerism. She is the 
that was to become Sun City and Sun City ~ibrary Board of Direc- definition of a "people person". 
moves forward with recordings ~ors and Is past President. She Though small in stature, Jane 
of who did what, when it hap- Is the. past President of both _the J. Freeman has an enormous giv-
pened and how it happened. She Sun City Commumty Fund/United ing heart and the community of 
devoted a year and a half of her Way and of the Sun Health Foun- Sun City has truly benefited from 
life to the research, typing and dat1on Board of Trustees . . And her tireless efforts and generous 
finalizing of this historical book she Is the former Board Chairman commitment to volunteerism. 
so that future Sun Citians would of the Sun Health Extended Carn r ,.-. • 

know, understand and appreciate Services. . 
the beginnings of their communi- Ms. Freeman holds Ementu_s 
ty. Ms. Freeman seemed destined status with the Sun C11tes H1ston­
for a life of giving to others as she cal Society. The Society began in 
sought a college degree in educa- part .when Ms. Freeman and other 
tion. At the University o f Virginia concerned residents learned that 
she completed her doctorate the Del Webb Corporallon office 
degree in education, Ed.D., and was contemplating discarding 
moved to New York State where unwanted files and documents 
she met her future husband Lese once the build out of Sun City 
lie. She held the position of Dean was completed. These pieces of 
of Students at Rockland Commu- history were rescued and gave 
nity College in Suffern, N.Y. They birth to the Historical Society for 
were married on Dec. 20, 1958. the preservation they deserved. 
She has two step children, Toni The abov~ lists Iust a few of 
and Les, Jr. Both children are now Ms. Freeman s voluntee~ ach1eve­
retired. Toni lives in New York ments. She h(ls served in over 25 
state and Les, Jr. in Montana. significant positions during her 

When Mr. Freeman retired in Sun City residency. Her numerous 
J 970 the Freeman's moved from efforts were rewarded in 198 l 

ew York state to "get away from when she was awarded Woman 
the cold and ice." They purchased of the Year by the Daily News-
a golf course home on Prairie Hills Sun. . 
Circle and settled in to an active When asked about how the 
retirement lifestyle. She fondly writing of the history of Sun City 
remembers the security they felt came ab~~t, Ms. Freen:ian laughs 
in their new Sun City home. They and ~ays people ~ot tired of_ me 
left do.ors .and · .. windows 7- ·ope().. cql)tinuously. ?5kin~ . que~µons 
and· were' riever concerned about about the commumty and told 
locking them at night. me I should write a book" -· so 

After the death of her husband she di~ just that. Sh~ started by 
in 1977, Ms. Freeman became becoming the Sun City ombuds-
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Anniversary gives community 
chance to reinvest 

PAUL HERRMANN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
SUN CITY VISITORS CENTER 

There's something very special 
about Sun City, and there has been 
since the day it opened Jan. 1, 1960. 
As strange as it may seem. no one was 

' born here: they moved to the commu­
nity later in life. Once they arrived. it 
was like finding a safe haven. a sense 
of serenity within the walls. A place 
they could adopt and live out their 

· retirement years being active involved 
and engaged. 

As much as we love it here. times 
are changing. With the tough economic 
times. there are questions whether 
retirement communities can sUIVive. 
There are those who attack and criti­
cize age restricted developments. One 
author, Andrew Bleckman. went so far 
as to say that Sun City residents are 
selfish and on a path to self-destruc­
tion; that we will not even reinvest in 
ourselves, let alone the outside world. 

Those are pretty harsh words aimed 
at our community. Fortunately. with 
our upcoming 50th anniversary we 
have a great opportunity to respond. 
The recent economic downturn has 
shaken the business community. 
Companies that in the past would 
have showered us with financial sup­
port and door prizes have fallen on 
tough times. This economy has put 
our backs against the wall. It begs the 
questions: 

• Will Sun City residents rise to the 
occasion and support a 50th anniver­
sary celebration? 

• Will those who have time volunteer 
to serve on committees? 

• Are we willing to give to our com­
munity to insure our future? 

We know these are difficult ques­
tions and we understand the challeng­
es in front of us. We also understand 
it isn't just companies who are feeling 
a financial pinch. That being said, 
Sun City is a community of 42,000 
residents and hundreds of businesses 
with each and every one of us having 
a vested interest in preserving and 
protecting the incredible lifestyle we 
bought into. 

Proud Sponsor decals are being sold 
to businesses and residents to fund 
anniversary activities. The decals sell 
for $50 each and are available at the 
Sun City Visitor Center. Decals will 
also be sold at Sun City events and 
directly to businesses with the help of 
our volunteers. 

Come to the 50th Anniversary 
Community Meeting Wednesday at 
Lakeview Recreation Center Social Hall 
beginning at 2 p.m. This will be an 
excellent time to ask questions about 
our plans, sign up as a volunteer. and 
purchase a Proud Sponsor decal. 

Over the next three years, more 
than 20 million Baby Boomers will 
reach retirement age. They are already 
looking at retirement communities and 
Sun City is just one of many options. 
Our 50th anniversary celebration 
should spotlight our community as 
their best choice. For that to happen. it 
will take a total community effort. We 
hope you love Sun City enough to get 
involved and be a part of making 2010 
the year that propels us into our next 
50 years; our "Brilliant Future." 
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Gimpel makes his mark in. Sun City 
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As Sun Citians approach vol­
·un1eeris'm for the 2010 Sun City 
50th Anniversary celebration, 
volunteers take their cue from the 
serious time and effort that past 
volunteers have given towards 
the success of previous anniver­
sary celebrations. Volunteers of 
the 50th and prior efforts will be 
saluted fn this monthly column. 

completing boot . 
camp it was dis­

the Museum of 
American His­
tory in Wash­
ington, D.C. 

By Marilyn Holley 
and Darrell Bradshaw · 

The Hats Off salute this month 
recognizes the talented Max Gim­
pel, known as the Sun City Logo 
Man. 

He is the creative mind and 
artistic talent behind th.e logos for 
the 25th, 40th and ·now the· 50th 
Sun City anniversary celebrations. 
All of his Sun City logo designs 
incorpor?te the signature and 
recognizable Del Webb pinwheel 
sunburst. 

Since Mr. Gimpel celebrates 
his 9 \st birthday this month, his 
recognition here is fitting. His 
sense of humor remains strong as 
he jokingly states if the commu­
nitv would like a Gimpel logo for 
a future celebration, ''They need 
to get that order in now." 

Mr. Gimpel's artistic talent was 
evident when he was a young 
man growing up in Vienna, Aus­
tria. Born in 19 I 8 to Moses and 
Mina Gimpel, he was the young­
est of five sons. His parents rec­
ognized and supported his talent, 
however made it clear he was to 
graduate from the Hebrew Acad­
emy before pursuing the arts. He 
obeyed their wishes before be­
ginning fine arts, design_ and cal­
ligraphy studies at the Vienna Art 
Academy. 

In 1938 life changed for Mr. 
Gimpel as his family emigrated 
to the United States when Nazi 
troops annexed Austria into the 
Third Reich. They made New 
York City their new home. 

At 22 Mr. Gimpel began his 
volunteerism by enlisting with 
the U.S. Navy during World War 
II. In his enthusiasm to enlist he 
foraot ;m imnort;mt stP.n ;inrl ;iftP.r 

covered that he ~• .. ~•=~ 
was not a U.S. 
citizen. He was 
then sent to the 
Supreme Court 
to obtain citizen­

. The flag design 
is created by us­
ing the words 
of the Pledge of 
Allegiance to form the blue field 
for the stars and the words of the 
Star Spangled Banner form the 
red stripes. 

ship and his citi­
zenship papers Max 
display his photo Gimpel 
proudly wearing 
his navy uniform. While stationed 
at Subic Bay in the Philippines he 
created a design for a U.S. Navy 
base chapel as well as Chri:;tmas 
and Valentine's Day cards for fel­
low servicemen, menu cards for 
special navy functions and ·was 
commissioned to create oil paint­
ings for the wall of the mess hall 
and officers club. 

After being discharged he 
pursued mechanical engineer­
ing studies at City College of New 
York and Columbia University. 
In 1949 he met and married the 
love of his life, Alice, who died 
in January 2008. They had two 
sons, Allen and James. Allen is a 
Jewish educator and James is an 
architect. 

Mrs. Gimpel was the artist's 
steadfast support, strength and 
critical eye. He credits her for hon­
ing his artistic talent. Friends and 
acquaintances say the love for his 
wife, family, art and life are what 
make Mr. Gimpel the special man 
he is today. 

Although he has always been 
a freelance artist, Mr. Gimpel's 
work career was as a supervisor 
with Bell Telephone Laboratori~s 
in the engineering and art depart­
ments. He retired after 30 years of 
service there. Through the years 
he continued to express his artis­
tic side through designing graph­
ics. commemorative medals1 
posters, stamps and teaching art 
and calligraphy classes. 

The Smithsonian Institute is 
home to a Max Gimpel one o( a 
kind creation. His unique design 
of the American flag is displayed 
in the Naval History Division at 

The Gimpels moved to Sun 
City in 1978 and to Sun City West 
in 2004, where he resides today. 

Since arriving in the commu-· 
nity he began sharing his spe­
cial artistic gift. Besides the Sun 
City logo creations, some of the 
benefactors of his talent are logo 
designs for the Sun City Sunshine 
Services organization, the 30th 
Anniversary for Youngtown, the 
Arts in Mesa, the Sylvia Plotkin 
Judaica Museum and the Arizona 
Governor's Council on Health 
and Physical Fitness. 

Of his work he states his great-

est accomplishment was the de· 
sign of the synagogue and stained u, 
glass windows for Beth Emeth ::;' 
Congregation in Sun City West. ::r' 

Mr. Gimpel's artistic donations 
are done for causes that he cares S' 
about and Sun City is fortunate ::::l 
to have been the recipient df his I-'• 

great talent. The community rec- <: 
ognizes and appreciates his gift. ~ 

Editor's note: Ms. Holley, a ~ 
real estate associate with Ken "1 
Meade's Greenway office, is a'< 
volunteer for the 50th Anniver­
sary Cammi/lee and serves on 
its community involvement and 
ways and means committees. Mr. 
Bradshaw is also a real estate as­
sociate w ith Ken Meade and is a 
volunteer for the 50th Anniversa­
ry Committee. They are looking 
for Sun City volunteers associat­
ed with the anniversary celebra­
tions to be recognized through 
this column. Call Ms. Holley at 
623-505-8743 or Mr. Bradshaw 
623-8/0-9/83. 
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Herrmann: Do You Love Sun City? 
By Paul He rmann 

There's something wry spe­
cial about Sun City, and there has 
been since the day it opened on 
Jan. 1. 1960. As strange as it may 
:.eem, no one was born here; they 
moved to the community later in 
life. . . 

Once they arrived. it was like 
finding a safe haven. a sense of 
serenity within the walls. A place 
they could adopt and live out their 
retirement years being active in­
volved and engaged. 

As much as we love it here, 
times are changing. With the 
tough economic times, there are 
questions whether retirement 
communities can survive. There 
are those who attack and criticize 
age-restricted developments. 

One author, Andrew Bleck­
man, went so far as to say that 
Sun City residents are selfish and 
on a path to self-destruction; 
that we will not even reinvest in 
ourselv~s. let alone the outside 
world. • 

Those are pretty harsh words 
aimed at our community. Fortu­
nately, with our upcoming 50th 
Anniversary we have a great op-

port u 111ty to re- ,---:::.,-,::----, 
:.pond. The re­
cent economic 
downturn has 
shaken the 
business co111 -
munity. Com­
panies that in 
the past wuukl .___ __ _ 

have showered Paul 
us with hndn- Hermann 
cial support 
and door prizes have fallen on 
tough times. This economy has 
put our backs against the wall. It 
begs the questions: 

• Will Sun City residents 
11se to the occasion and support 
d 50th An111ver:.ary celebration? 

Will those who have 
time voluntetr to serve on com­
mittees'? 

Are we willing to give to 
our community to insure our fu­
ture? 

We know these are difficult 
questions and we understand 
the challenges in front of us. We 
also understand it isn't just com­
panies who are feeling a finan­
cial pinch. 'fhat said, Sun City is 
a community of 42,000 residents 

and hundreds of businesses with 
each and every one of us hav_ing a 
vested interest in preserving and 
protecting the incredible lifestyle 
we bought into. 

Proud Sponsor decals are be­
ing sold to businesses and resi­
dents to fund anniversary activi­
ties. The decals sell for $50 each 
and are available, right now, at 
the Sun City Visitor Center. Decals 

-will also be sold at Sun City events 
and directly to businesses with 
the help of our volunteers. 

Come to the 50th Anrnver­
sary Community Meeting 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 21 at Lakeview 
Recreation Center Social Hall. 
This will be an excellent tI111e to 
ask questions about our plans, 

sign up as a volunteer, and pur­
chase a Proud Sponsor decal. 

Over the next three years, more 
than 20 million baby boomers 
will reach retirement age. They 
are already looking at retirement 
communities and Sun City is just 
one of mal)y options. 50th Anni­
versary celebration should spot­
light our rnmmunity as their best 
choice. For that to happen, It will 
take a total community effort. 

We hope you love Sun City 
enough to get involved and be a 
part of making 2010 the year that 
propels us into our next 50 years; 
our "Brilliant Future." 

Editor 's 1w1e.· Paul Herrmann 
,s the execwwe d,rector of 1/Je 
Sun City Vis/fur's Cen1er. 
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SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT December 3, 2008 

Sommers leads celebration's pack 
As Sun Citians approach vol­

unteensm for the 2010 Sun City 
50th Anniversary celebration, 
volunteers take thei, cue from the 
serious time and effo,t that past 
volunteers have given towards 
the success of previous anniver­
sary celebra//ons. Volunteers of 
the 50th and p11or effo,ts ,viii be 
saluted in this monthly column. 

By Marilyn Holley 
and Darrell Bradshaw 

With the 2010 Sun City 50th 
Anniversary celebration just a 
little over a year away it is an ap• 
propriate time to honor the cur­
rent Sun City Golden Anniversary 
Board President Susan Sommers, 
who is and has been hard at work 
in the planning for this event. 

The Golden Anniversary is a 
year long celebration planned as 
a tribute to the community Del 
Webb envisioned when the first 
Sun City model homes were bui lt 
and the marketing process of a 
unique active retirement commu• 
nity began in 1960. 

Ms. Sommers, in her capacity 
as board president, is a good ex­
ample of the spirit of volunteerism 
in the Sun City community. Her 
dedication and commitment to 
the success of this important cel­
ebration are to be commended. 

Prior to Ms. Sommers move to 
Arizona her parents, M.W. (Ron) 
and Rosemary Maddox, moved 
to Sun City West in 1984. Her 
first ,·1sIt to sec them was 111 July. 
Even 11,ough the summer heat 
made IH'r Question her parents' 
decision. she b<'ga11 a practice of 
visiti11g twIc<' a year, b11I chose 
the ,~inter months. She quickly 
learned ol th<' active retIrclllenl 
lifestyle and varied a111enit1cs of 
fered. 

,--~~ -iffff~-...., That iswh<'n I the Sun City 
bug bit her. 

W h e 11 

Chase Bank 
offered Ms. 
Sommers a 
job transfer 

,__.L-. ..... ...i..;.w..._j out west she 
Susan jumped at the 
Sommers chance by 

moving first to 
Sun City West and then to Sun 
City 111 2005, which made her a 
second generation Sun Cillan. A 
bonus was that her sister, Linda 
Graham, already lived in the com- event to bring further awareness 
murnty. to the society by scheduling an 

When Ms. Sommers was open house at the original Sun 
asked about her family a huge City model home. She persuaded 
smile crossed her face. She a jazz group to donate their tal­
proudly states she has two won- ent and arranged a hot dog roast. 
derful daughters and two great Although pessimists warned her 
sons-in-law. Her daughter Ki- not to expect more than 75 visi· 
ersten is married to Jason Folb tors she was determined to make 
and daughter Gwen is married to this event a success and held on 
Daniel Cabo. Together they have to her goal of seeing 200 people 
given her three granddaughters, 8 pass through the door. She per· 
months, 3 years and 7 years old, severed and greeted about 300 
to brag about. attendees. 

In 2006 Ms. Sommers became The Historical Society saw an 
a licensed real estate associate increase in interest and m<'rnber 
with WindermercJ\,Vesl Valley ship. 
Realty. This choice of profession This success and volunteer 
came naturally after 25 years in spint did not go unnoticed. Ed 
the banking industry selling re- Allen, historical society past presi­
possessed and foreclosed manu- dent, asked Ms. Sommers to at· 
factur<'d homes for banking insti· tend a Sun City 50th Anniversary 
tutions. public meeting. She quickly vol-

In her first venture into lo• unteered to chair the Ways and 
cal volunteerism slw followed Means Committee. In the spring 
her 111lt'rest in the history of Sun of W08 she was appointed presi­
C1ty Through her affiliation with dent 
Winckrmere Realty she revived a In add1t1on to her real estate 
relat1011sh1p with the Sun City I !is- career and the duties of the 50th 
tonr.il Sooety. Her enthusiasm A1111iversarv presidcrwv she also 
for thl' proJ<'Cl awarded her a seat volu11tl'<'1s a~ trt:,i~ur.('l ol her 
on the board. co11clor111111111n hompowm'" as 

Sh<' s11cn•ssfully 01ga11i,l'd an ~onat1011 

Ms. Sommers let her optim1s111 
show when she stated all 50th 
anniversary events will require 
help from tlw community. I low 
ever, she Is not worried about 
that because thrs is the "city of 
volunteers" and she knows thry 
will come through for this historic 
event. There 1s a growing list of 
volunteers and she encourages 
more residents to come forward 
She appreciates the volunteers 
who have already signed up and 
states that as plans move forward 
volunteers will be receiving their 
call to action. 

She invites the community 
to log 011 to www.suncityaz.org, 
then click on the 50th Anniversary 
link for more information. Those 
with questions or interested m 
volunteering can e-mail sunci­
ty50thanniversary@cox.net. 

Ms. Sommers sends an open 
invitation to all Sun City residents 
to allend the next 50th Anniver­
sary public meeting Wednesday, 
Jan. 21, at Lakeview Recreation 
Center, I 0626 W. Thunderbird 
Blvd. 

Edita, 's note: Ms. Holley, a 
real estate associate with Ken 
Meade's Greenway office, is a 
volunteer for the 50th Anniver­
sary Commiltee and serves on 
its communif) involvement and 
ways and means commiltees. Mr. 
Bradshaw is a/:,o a real estate as­
sociate w11h Ken Meade and ,s a 
voluntee, for the 50th Anniversa 
ry Commiltee. They are lookmg 
for Sun Cir. volunteers assooat 
ed with th~ a11111versary celeb,a 
tions to he 11'< <>Rnized thro11J1,h 
t/11:, < olumn Coll Ms. /-lolley at 
613 sos sn"J w M, . /3rodsh<IIO 
613 8/0 918:I 



· VF 50th ANN IVERSARY 

DAILY NEWS-SUN www.dailynews-sun.com 
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The planning committee for Sun City's 50th Anniversary celebration named Eva 
Knight its chairwoman. Knight replaces Tom Beeson, who resigned to, personal 
reasons 

2/21/07 

COMMUNITY 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2007 

Committee revs up 
for 50th anniversary 
ANNIE BOON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The groundwork i s being laid 
for Sun City's 50th Anniversary 
celebration, as community leaders 
and resident volunteers continue 
monthly planning meetings. 

At Wednesday's meeting, Eva 

FYI 

Knight said she believes her ex­
perience in planning those events 
prompted the 60-some people at 
the meeting to vote her in as chair­
woman. 

«As the origina l Sun City, we 
have a lot to celebrate and a lot of 
new ground to plow," she said. «rm 

really pleased 
we're beginning 

Knight of Sun 
City accepted 
a nomina tion 
to serve as 
cha irwo m a n 
of the plan­
ning commit­
tee, replacing 
Tom Beeson, 
who resigned 
from the po­
sition for per -

· WHAT: Sun City 50th Anniversary 
Planning Committee meeting. All 
residents welcome. 

so early. We're 
fortunate to have 
many members 
of the 40th An­
niversary plan­
ning committee 
to help guide 
us." 

WHEN: 2 to 4 p.m. March 14. 
WHERE: Social Halls of Lakeview 

Recreation Center, Del Webb and 
Thunderbird boulevards. 

sonal reasons. 
«rm really looking forward to 

our 50th," Knight said Monday. 
«we look back a t our heri tage and 
50 years of Sun City, and we look 
forward to celebrating the fu ture 
of Sun City." 

In the 1980s, Knigh t served as 
the first female mayor of Alliance. 
Neb .. for two terms. She and her 
husband. Bob. own the Sun City 
Dog Park near La Ronde shopping 
center off Del Webb Boulevard 
and Talisman Road. \1/hile Knight 
was mayor of Alliance. the town 
celebrated its 100th annivcrsaiy 

The legal sta-
tus of the an­

niversary committee stirred dis­
sension am ong residents who 
attended last week's meeting. To 
collect money, manage sponsor ­
ships and establish accounts. the 
grou p must decide whether to in­
corporate privately or to be includ­
ed under the umbrella of existing 
nonprofit corporations. such as 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City 
or the Sun City Home Owners As­
sociation. 

An adhoc committee formed to 
research options and make a rec­
ommendation to the commit tee at 
next month's meeting. 



Golden Anniversary: Sun City gears for birthday 

Independent Newspapers/Zach Collck 
Clad in special T-shirts, Sun City's 50th Anniversary Co'!lmittee shows off Nov. 14 a 
logo they helped develop to celebrate the community's golden anniversary in 201 O. 

Celebration kicks off-llext ·year 

Want to··. 
know more? 
Until the anniverary Web site is 

. built, to learn more about the 
event: 

• Visit www.suncityaz.c;,rg 

• Call the Visitor's Center at 623-
977-5000 ' 

• By mail at P.O. Bax 1270, Sun 
City, AZ, 85372 

Herrmann and other. committee 
members are putting together a 
historical book, detailing impor­
iant news and happenings since 
S_un City's inception in January 
1960. 

Health and Wellness Chair­
man Allah Walker said he hopes 
to bring all 31 houses of worship 
together for some·sort of involve-
ment. · 

"Every group out there needs 
to be involved to expose people 
to. what the 50th anniversary 
'committee can do/' said Arts 
and Culture Chain,,y6man Connie 
McMillin. "Wheri it's all said and 
done, we want to leave a legacy 
for Sun City.'.' 

Special Events Chairwoman 
Pat Clucker said the plan is to 
have one or more special events 
each month, including jazz, blue­
grass and country' music conterts 
as well as sock hops and tfarbe­
cue picnics. 

By Zach Co lick the yearlong event will come Residents also voiced their two 
lndepend~nt Newspapers What What activities from community and area busi- cents, including Richard Bondon , 

would you like nesses. Kolbe Management has who · would like to see new no 
The Sun City 50th Anniver- do you to see at Sun taken on some financial tasks littering signs in the community 

sary Committee unveiled its an- City's golden , while Windermere Realty has adorned with the 50th anniver-
niversary logo Nov. 14 and the think? anniversary? already provided funding for sary logo. 
kickoff date was announced for printing and graphics work. . Ms. Knight said the committee 
celebrating the community's •Public forums Treasurer Larry Kuppler not- is working on some sort of legacy 
golden·anniversary. www.newszap.com ed the 50th Anniversary Com- .. possib)y a monument in a his-

Committee members plan •24,hour Speak Out line . mitee is a 50l(c)(3) nonprofit torical part of Sun City•· to com-
on having Gov. Janet Napoli- 623-445-2892 entity and residents can receive memorate the 50th anniversary 
tano speak in Sun City in De- •E-mall tax deductions if they donate and look toward the future. 
cember 2009 to officially kick zcolick@newszap.com money to it. . For the anniversary committee 
off a yearlong celebration chalk Administration Chairman to gain more money, Mr. Bondon 
full of entertainment and festivi- iew · Recreation Center, 10626 Walt Patterson is hoping to de- said a garage sale should be held 
ties. A parade has already been W. Thunderbird Blvd., Where velop a calendar, listing events as a fundraiser. 
scheduled for March 2010 with committee members stressed occurring throughoutthe calen-

1 
Mr. Herrmann is also teaming 

antique cars, including a 1948 the need for residents to ask dar year of 201 Oas activities will up with residents Lou and Jan 
Tucker, as well as decorated their fellow club, church and be planned for each month. . Sniderman, who plan on creat-
golf carts. , organization goers to become Mr. Patterson is also working ing a 50th anniversary Web site. 

"This is a unique distinction involved in whatever way pos- on getting the word out to the In the meantime, information 
and we all ought to be part of sible. media and archiving goings-on concerning the 50th anniversary 
sometping this great," said Pa- "The more you give, the to document the preparation committee can be found by ~is-
rades Chairman Warren Cluck- more you get," said Committ~e process for future community iting ~.suncityaz.0rg, calhng 
er. "We will soon be marching . President Eva Knight. . celebrations. I the V1s1tor s Center a_t 623-977-
f d. t · to During the meeting, com- w ·ith help from_ the_ l_nde,. 5000 o. r by mail at P.O. Box 1270, 
rom an extrao~ mary pas m mittee · members discuss~d C Al. 85372 

a brilliant future." h pendent, Suri City V1s1tor s /\ Sun ity, · . 
Volunteer forms were hand- their roles and what t ey are Center Executive Director Pai.II rJ The_ next 5_0th . anniversary 

h 30 working on. committee meeting Is planned for 
;~0~~: i~oat~~d;;;: ai r;kev- Organizers sa_id_fu_n_ding_fo_r _ _ S_e_e_Go_ ld_en_-_ Page~ sometime in Ap~il_200~. _ 
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Independent Newspapers/Zach Col ick 
Tom Beeson addresses a crowd last week at Lakeview Recreation Center, 10626 W. 
Thunderbird Blvd., about plans for Sun City's 50th anniversary in 201 0. 

Steering committee established 
By Zach Colick 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun City's 50th anniversary 
committee met last week with 
plans to have residents discuss 
what activities should be incor­
porated and how long the gold­
en anniversary celebration in 
2010 should last. 

The two-hour meeting 
focused most of its energies on 
whether the committee should 
become a 501 c-(3) nonprofit 
entity or a club under the 
umbrella of civic organizations 
such as the Sun City Home 
Owners Association or Recre­
ation Centers of Sun City. 

Residents voted 21-11 to set 
up an ad hoc steering commit­
tee to look into the "value" of 
becoming either a club or 501 c­
(3). 

The committee was formed 
late last year and is still in the 
early stages of getting organ­
ized - a point that was clearly 
evident throughout the meet­
ing. As the meeting went on, 
disagreements mounted left 
and right over every detail that 
was addressed inside Lakeview 
Recreation Center's Social Hall 
1, 10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd. 

There were even resigna­
tions from some of the found­
ing committee members -
who held their first meeting 
one month ago - more than 
halfway through the meeting, 
surprising some on the board. 

Independent Newspapers/Zach Golick 
Resident Doug Caravaggio, who served on Sun City's 
40th anniversary committee, speaks about the impor­
tance of sponsors for an event of this magnitude to be 
successful. 

If you Go: 
What: Sun City's 50th anniversary 
committee meeting 
When: 2-4 p .m. Wednesday, 
March 14 
Where: Lakeview Recreation Cen­
ter, 10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd 

Tom Beeson, the commit­
tee's president, and his wife, 
Judy, its sernrtary, resigned as 
they plan to travel extensively 
around the world in the coming 
months. 

Mr. Beeson added he would 
not be able to continue his 
duties on the SCHOA board of 
directors and take charge of an 

event that requires years of 
planning. 

Eventually, a steering com­
mittee was established and will 
be headed by resident Eva 
Knight, who was mayor of 
Alliance, Neb., and helped cele­
brate her town's I 00th anniver­
sary. 

Resident Bill Bein was elect­
ed secretary. 

"I can honestly say this is the 
last thing 1 expected today. We 
have a big challenge ahead," 
said Ms. Knigbt, who was elect­
ed based on vocalizing her con-

Sec Golden- Page 3 
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February 21 , 2007 

Golden 
Continued From Page 1 
cerns with tiow the committee 
should be managed. "I love Sun 
City and realize the special story 
we have to tell." 

Members of the 40th anniver­
sary committee attended last 
week's meeting and presented a 
binder detail ing events that took 
place and how the celebration was 
organized in 2000. 

Doug Caravaggio, who served 
on the 40th anniversary commit­
tee, said "seed m oney" from the 
RCSC and sponsorships from a 
number of businesses such as Blue 
Cross Blue Shield and car dealer­
ships w as imperative for the sue-

What What events should 
be incorporated into 

do you Sun_ City's 50th 
• anniversary 

thmk? celebration? 
I 

• Public forums 
www.newszap.com 

• 24-hour Speak Out line 
623-445-2892 

•E-mail 
zcolick@newszap.com 

cess of the monumental event -
and should continue for the 50th 
anniversary. 

Planning events for such a cele­
bration, he said, needs to take 
place years in advance so sponsors 
can see a return on investment 

2/ 21/ 0 7 
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even before the celebration takes 
place. 

"To get good sponsors, you 
have to have a really great pro­

. gram," he said. " It takes money to 
run a program , but if you do it right, 
it can be a success." 

Organizers created a list of com­
mittees and invite residents to vol­
unteer. Comm ittees include: Trans­
portation, Pavilions, Facilities, 
Entertainment, Parades, Sports, 
Safety, Steering, Publicity and 
Fundraising. 

Residents also" discussed what 
types of activities they would like to 
see for the celebration they agreed 
should last one year w ith events 
sprinkled throughout the year. 

Paul Herrmann, executive 
director of the Sun City Visitor's 

Center, said something special 
should be planned for Jan. I , 20 I 0, 
the actual golden anniversary date. 

While many said the New 
Year's Day holiday was a day typi­
cally spent w ith family, Mr. Her­
rmann and Ms. Knight agreed that 
could be the grand kick-off. 

They added that should be the 
day w here Gov. Napolitano 
addresses the community ancl con­
gratulates residents on Sun City's 
longevity. 

A member of the Sun City Play­
ers Club, an area theater troupe, 
said they would like to have some 
cine write a play that could be per 
formed at the Sun Bowl. 

In the past, the troupe per­
formed a one-act play called 

_"Caught in Del Webb's Web," 
which was performed at the 10th, 
25th and 40th anniversaries. 

Others discussed developing a 
logo for the event, a Web site and 
contacting businesses for signs to 
adorn area recreation centers for 
more publicity. 

"We need to start including the 
entire population of Sun City in as 
many ways as possible," Ms. 

Knight said. 
The Sun City 50th anniversary 

committee will next meet 2-4 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 12 at Lakeview 
Recreation Center, I 0626 W. Thun­
derbird Blvd. , to further plan events 
and entertainment. 

Post your opinions in the 
Public Issues Forum at newszap.com. 

News Editor Zach Co/ick 
c'1n be reached at 972-6101 
o, zcolick@newszap.com. 
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Sun Views 2 December 2006 

Bringing the Volunteer Spirit of Sun City to the World 
O n Janua ry 1, 1960, the s taff o f 

DEVCO (Del Webb Developmen t 
Corpora tio n) was in p lace and 
waiting, not su re w hat was going to 
ha ppen, as they opened a n expen­
sive gamble in the Arizona d esert. 
Fi ve model homes, a golf cou rse, 
swimming pool, clubho use and 
craft cente r were ready to welcome 
an unknown numbe r of prospec­
tive retirees. DEVCO did not need 
to worry. [n the firs t three days of 
its opening nearly 100,000 visitors 
toured the site that would even tu ­
ally grow to become Su n C ity. 

Tod ay, as we approach our 50th 
anniversa ry, Sun City is recognized 
worldwide as the o ldest retire­
ment community in ex is tence. This 
year we have hosted vis itors from 
Ja pan, Russia a nd the Netherl ands 
w ho are curious abo ut how a self­
governing community w ithout a 
mayor or city council can exist and 
thrive. Eu rope's sociologists are 
concerned about the ra mifica ti ons 
of their "baby boomer" popu lation 
coming of retiremen t age and cc1 r­
ry ing expectations that their gov­
e rn ments w ill not be able to fu lfill. 
Therefore, Eu rope's p rivate devel­
opers a rc meeting a nd plan ning lo 

step in and try to fill this need . They 
ask us, "What makes Sun City so 
successful and what would it take 
to duplica te your success?" 

On November 29 J w ill have an 
opportunity to a nswer some of 
the ir questions. I w ill be add ressing 
an inte rnationa l confe re nce a t the 
invitation of the province of Lim­
bu rg in the Nethe rlands. Attendees 
wi ll be coming from a ll over Eu rope 
and the United Sta tes. 

My presentation w ill stress two 
axioms that must be p resent in 
orde r to succeed : 

1) There must bean assort men I 
of organized events ava ilable to the 
membershi p to p rov ide a va riety of 
sports, cra fts and social acti vities, 
as well as menta l s timulation . 

2) The community must have 
a spirit tha t is conducive to volun­
teerism. It is the volun teers w ho 
g ive a community its sense of pride 
and guarantee tha t the community 
w il l re ma in self-reliant a nd self-su f­
fic ien t. 

Th is w ill be n rea l chnll cnge fo r 
Europe s ince they have trndi tion­
a lly been mo re dependen t on the 
governmen t to in tcrvcne in thc i r 
,.veliare. 

The ir concerns and inte resttoward 
addressing this serious re tirement 
crunch can serve as a reminder to 
us, a lso. We mus t not lose the origi­
nal focus and va lues tha t DEVCO's 
first pioneers brought w ith them. 
Volunteers a re needed to keep 
our community safe and beau ti­
ful. We need to join the SCHOA, 
the Posse, the PRIDES o r any one 
of the myriad of o rganizations that 
he lp o r serve o ur community. Vol­
unteers a re needed - if o n ly fo r a 
few hours per week o r month - to 
keep Sun City v ibrant and a model 
for o the r communities th roughou t 
the world . 

We a re an affluent community in 
tha t we ha ve a n educated popu­
lace consisting of retired ma nagers, 
accountants, teache rs, technicia ns 
a nd ski lled tradespeople. G iving 
back some of our talent fo r a few 
hours a week o r mo nth will no t 
onl y gua rantee the surviva l of Su n 
City, bu t it w ill keep us in the spo t­
light as the prime example of w ha t 
a retiremen t community should be. 

Take p ride in your community. 
Volun tee r!! 
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50th anniversary 
merits attention 
Committee to mark 
golden annivcrsal'y 

By Bret McKeand 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun City will turn 50 in three 
vears and representatives from 
several civic organizations want 
lo n1ake sure the celebration 
lives up to the significance of the 
occasion. 

A 50111 anniversary commit­
tee held its first meeting Oct. 20 
and participants discussed 
numerous ideas on how to pro­
ceed and what type of cel<'bra­
tion should be conducted. All 
agreed the anniversac, is one 
that deserves widesprif:1d atten­
tion. 

"We should think really big 
about this," said Ben Roloff, sec-

retary of the Sun City Home 
Owners Association. "We have 
a great story to tell, and we need 
to tell the whole country." 

Representatives from the 
SCHOA, Recreation Centers of 
Sun City, Sun City Prides, Sun 
City Posse and Sun City Condo 
Owners Association w ere 
among those present at the first 
meeting. Group members are 
encouraging other citizens to 
join the effort. 

"Our suggestion is that mem­
bers of the community step up 
to be volunteers and leaders of 
committees," said Jean Buck, a 
member of the RCSC Board of 
Directors. She said the rec cen­
ters will gladly provide meeting 
facilities for future committee 
meetings. 

See Anniversary - P.age 3 

Indenenden t Nov . 3, 2006 

Anniversary 
Continued From Page 1 

Sun City, founded by the Del 
Webb Corp., opened Jan. I , 1960. 
Although not the first full-nedged 
retirement community in the 
nation - Youngtown owns that 
title - it was the very first master­
planned active-adult retirement 
community that featured the con­
cept of home purchases tied to a 
recreational lifestyle. 

Del Webb officials were con­
cerned the concept m ight not 
draw much attention. Their fears 
were allayed on opening day 1960 
when a string of cars, stretching 
back two miles, packed Grand 
Avenue waiting to inspect - and 
purchase - those first few model 
homes. 

The Del Webb company sold 
237 homes during the first 48 
hours of sales; 400 by the end of 
the first month. 

The success of Sun City 
spawned an entire new industry 
- the retirement community. Del 
Webb Corp. has gone on to build 
numerous o ther Sun City commu­
nities throughout the nation. 

"We want this to be a great 
event that will gain national atten­
tion," said SCHOA President Doug 
Kelsey. " It will take a lot of time 
and planning." 

Mr. Kelsey said SCHOA has 
pledged $2,000 toward helping 
with the celebration. 

Committee members dis­
cussed a number of ideas, includ­
ing planning a series of events ve1 
sus one program; reaching out to 
attract national attention; soliciting 
corporate sporisors lo help fund 
and promote activities and part 
ner ing wit I! other civic o r ganiza 

Independent Newspapers/Bret McKeand 

Sun City will turn 50 in 2010 and area residents are ~eginn_in_g 
to plan festivities to mark the event. Members of various cIvIc 
organizations are looking for volunteers to. create a S?th 
anniversary committee to organize celebrations. A festive 
golf cart, pictured here, helped honor the community's 30th 
anniversary during a parade held in 1990. 

lions to promote the celebration 
on various Web sites. 

Communitywide celebrations 
were held for the fifth, 25th and 
40th anniversaries. Ms. Buck said 
members of the 40th anniversary 
committee have expr<'ssed an 
interest in helping with the S0th 
a1111iversary in 20 I 0. 

The committee vvill hold it:, 
r1C'xt planning meet in~ IO <1. rn . 

Jan. 17 at the Lakeview Recreation 
Center, Social Hall 2, I 0626 W. 
Thunderbird Blvd. 

Residents interested in volun 
leering for tilt' event are asked to 
call Mr. Kelsry at SC'HOJ\, 97'1 
4718. 

Post your opinions in the Public 
Issues Forums at newszap.corn. News 

Editor Zach Colick can be reached at 
972-6101 orzcolick@newszap.com. 
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50th anniversary 
merits attention 
Committee to mark 
golden anniversary 

By Bret McKeand 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun CitY, will turn 50 in three 
years and ~epresentat_ives from 
several civic orga111zat1ons want 
to make sure the celebration 
lives up to the significance of the 
occasion. 

A 50th anniversary commit­
tee held its first meeting Oct. 20 
and participants discussed 
numerous ideas on how to pro­
ceed and what type of celebra­
tion should be conducted. All 
agreed the anniversary is one 
that deserves widespread atten­

tion. 
"We should think really big 

about this," said 13en Roloff, sec-

retary of the Sun Ci ty Home 
Owners Association. "We have 
a great story to tell, and we need 
to tell the whole country." 

Representatives from the 
SCHOA, Recreation Centers of 
Sun City, Sun City Prides, Sun 
City Posse and Sun City Condo 
Owners Association were 
among those present at the first 
meeting. Group men:1?ers are 
encouraging other c1t1zens to 
join the effort. 

"Our suggestion is that mem­
bers of the community step up 
to be volunteers and leaders of 
committees," said Jean Buck, a 
member of the RCSC Board of 
Directors. She said the rec c~n­
ters will gladly provide meet111g 
facilities for future committee 
meetings. 

See Anni\'ersary- Page 3 

Anniversary 
Conlinucd From PagP I 

Sun City, founded by the Del 
Webb Corp., opened Jan. I , 1960. 
Although not the first full-fledged 
retirement community in the 
nation - Youngtown owns that 
title - it was the very first master­
planned active-adult retirement 
community that featured the con­
cept of home purchases tied to a 
recreational lifestyle. 

Del Webb officials were con­
cerned the concept might not 
draw much attention. Their fears 
were allayed on opening day 1960 
when a string of cars, stretching 
back two miles, packed Grand 
Avenue waiting to inspect - and 
purchase - those first few model 
homes. 

The Del Webb company sold 
237 homes during the first 48 
hours of sales; 400 by the end of 
the first month. 

The success of Sun City 
spawned an entire new industry 
- the retirement community. Del 
Webb Corp. has gone on to build 
numerous other Sun City commu­
nities throughout the nation. 

"We want this to be a great 
event that will gain national atten­
tion," said SCHOA President Doug 
Kelsey. "It will take a lot of time 
and planning." 

Mr. Kelsey said SCHOA has 
pledged $2,000 toward helping 
with the celebration. 

Committee members dis­
cussed a number of ideas, includ­
ing planning a series of events ver­
sus one program: reaching out to 
attract national attention; &oliciting 
corporate sponsors to help fund 
and promote activities and part­
nering with other civic organiza 

Independent Newspapers/Bret McKeand 
Sun City will turn 50 in 2010 and area residents are beginning 
to plan festivities to mark the event. Members of various civic 
organizations are looking for volunteers to create a 50th 
anniversary committee to organize celebrations. A festive 
golf cart, pictured here, helped honor the community's 30th 
anniversary during a parade held in 1990. 

lions to promote the celebration· 
on various Web sites. 

Communitvwide celebrations 
were held for· the fifth, 25th and 
40th anniversaries. Ms. Buck said 
members of the 40th anniversary 
co111mittee have expressed an 
interest in help111g with the S0th 
anniversary in 20 I 0. 

The committee will hold its 
n('Xt pl,rnning 111cctim( IO a rn. 

Jan. 17 at the Lakeview Recreation 
Center, Social I !all 2, I 0626 W. 
Thunderbird Blvd. 

Residents interested in volun 
leering for the event arc asked to 
call Mr. Kelsey at SCHOA, 97•1-
4718. 

Post your opinions in the Public 
fssues Forums at newszap.com. News 

Editor Zach Colick can be reached at 
972 6!0/ or zcolick@newszap.com. 



By Maura J. Halpern 
THE ARIZONA REP U BLIC 

0 
n New Year's Day in 
1960, developer Del 
Webb waited to see if 
anyone would come to 

his brand-new community. 
After all, he had created an iso­

lated development in the middle of 
the desert, 20 miles northwest of 
Phoenix. , 

Would four years of research 
and $2 million in investments pay 
off? 

That ,weekend, about 100,000 
people - 10 times what was ex­
pected - descended on recently 
transformed cotton fields to view 
the newest trend in retirement liv­
ing. 

This large-scale community, 
Sun City, introduced a new phrase: 
active retirement. 

Residents in Del Webb's age-re-
• stricted community enjoyed a full 
menu of amenities, from archery 
to shuffleboard. 

Bolstered by a national adver­
tising campaign, Sun City's suc­
cess proved to Del Webb that his 
formula did, in fact, click. 

Sun City West followed in 1978 
and Sun City Grand opened in 
1996. Since 1996, almost two-doz­
en Sun Cities have opened across 
the country. 

The active-adult buyer has bur­
geoned into one of the fastest­
growing segments in the housing 
industry. Several other develop­
ers have entered the market, such 

When the first Sun City opened in 1960, 
amenities included swimming, arts and 
crafts and shuffleboard. Now, amenities 
for the new Sun City Anthem include a 
cybercafe and a fi tness center. 

Newest Del Webb developments 
cater to new breed of active adults 

JAMES CARRENO/THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC 

Jack and Shirley Hanson stand outside their new home at Sun City Anthem at 
Merrill Ranch and are among the first to live in one of the newest Sun Cities. 

"Del Webb realized people 
who are retired don't just 

want to sit around on 
rocking chairs." 

Jane Freeman 
Longtime Sun City resident 

as the Villages of Lake-Sumter 
Inc., which built the Villages in 
central Florida. 

This year, the Valley's Del Webb 
legacy continues as the newest 
Sun Cities open: Sun City Festival 
in north Buckeye and Sun City An-

them at Merrill Ranch near Flor­
ence. 

Between Sun City Grand's de­
but a decade ago and today, two 
eventsoccurredthatreshapedthe 
active-adult housing industry. 

In 2001t P«1te Homes Inc. ac­
quired the Del Webb Corp. to cre­
ate one of the nation's largest 
home builders. 

Also that year, the first baby 
boomers turned 55, which made 
them eligible to live in active-adult 
communities. This enormous de­
mographic created one of the larg­
est segments in the housing indus­
try. 

See SUN CITY Page D3 
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1 First Sun City approaching 50 
SUN CITY 

Continued from Dl 

A new concept 
The idea of an age-restricted commu­

nity wasn't new when the Del E. Webb 
Development Co. purchased 10,000 acres 
in 1959 from J.G. Boswell, who owned the 
cotton ranch where Sun City was built. 

In 1954, New York developer Ben 
Schleifer transformed a cattle ranch in 
the West Valley into the nation's first age­
restricted retirement community, 
known as Youngtown. 

He built 800 homes that bordered the 
area where Sun City would stand. Buyers 
had to be at least 50 years of age. 

But there was a drawback in this first 
retirement community, said Jane Free­
man, a volunteer at the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society and longtime Sun City 
resident. · 

Youngtown lacked amenities. 
"Del Webb realized people who are re­

tired don't just want to sit around on 
rocking chairs," said Freeman, co-author 
of Jubilee: The 25th Anniversary of Sun 
City, Arizona. "They desired more out of 
life and wanted to feel productive." 

While Youngtown didn't include pre­
planned amenities, residents took initia­
tive to create activities, said Lucille 
Retheford, president of the Youngtown 
Historical Society. 

They swam in a nearby lake and organ­
ized dance parties and clubs. 

"In 195-1, retirees didn't really desire 
the kind of amenities Sun City had," 
Retheford said. ·'In 1960, people began to 
want those things included in their com­
munity." 

So when residents moved to Sun City, 
they had their choice of swimming, arts 
and crafts, lawn bowling, golf, shuffle­
board and other activities. 

For the first time, a community in­
cluded age restrictions and the cost of fa. 
cilities for an active lifestyle in the home 
title. By the end of 1960 Del Webb sold 
1.300 homes in Sun City. 

A new buyer 
While clubs remain an integral part of 

today's Sun Cities, the amenities have 
evolved to suit the needs of today's active 
baby boomer. 

Shuffleboard and lawn bowling courts 
have been replaced vyith state-of-the-art 
fitness centers, cyber cafes and a multi­
tude of organized sports. 

The 3,200-acre Sun City Festival will 
include championship golf courses, a 
31,000-square-foot recreational center, 

Active•adult•community 
builders 
Almost 50 years after Del Webb 
unveiled the first Sun City, the ' 
active-adult buyer has become 
one of the fastest-growing seg­
ments in the housing industry. 
Several developers cater to ac­
tive adults. 

■ Pulte Homes and the Com­
munities of Del Webb, 17,795 
active-adult closings in 2005. 

■ Villages of lake-Sumter Inc., 
4,262. 

■ Shea Homes, 1,863. 

■ Epcon Communities, 944 

■ WCI Communities, 815. 

■ Avatar Holdings, 670 

■ ICI Homes, 542 

■ G.l. Homes, 375. 
■ Kara Homes, 330. 

■ SeaGate Homes, 307. 

"I feel like I live in a resort. 
People are v_ery happy to be 

here, to develop their lives and 
grow even more." 

Mike Holloway 
Sun Cir_v reside111 and mi/ estate agent 

indoor and outdoor pool and spa, an am­
phitheater, fitness areas and a technolo­
gy center. 

The development also will expand on 
Sun City Grand's Arizona State Univer­
sity Lifelong Learning Academy, with ad­
ditional online programs. 

"You won't see shuffleboard courts at 
today's Sun City. These active adults 
want cutting-edge amenities," said Jac­
que Petroulakis, director of public af­
fairs for Pulte Homes and the Communi­
ties of Del Webb in Arizona. "They're tak­
ing tai chi, pilates and advanced comput­
er classes." 

Owners began closing on homes last 
week at Sun City Anthem at Merrill 
Ranch, the 1,300-acre, age-restricted 
portion of the master-planned commu­
nity near Florence. 

Sun City Anthem will include a 49,000-
square-foot Union Center for Wellness 
and Higher Learning, a cyber cafe, walk­
ing paths, fitness center, pools, a variety 
of sports and other amenities. · 

What th.e Sun City buyer desires in a 
home has been redefined, too. 

The first residents chose from five 
models that ranged from 8S0 to 1,600 
square feet. 

Prices for these modest cinderblock 
homes started at $8,500. Air-conditioning 
was optional. 

Today's Sun City home includes 20-
inch ceramic floor tiles, granite kitchen 
countertops and recessed lighting. And 
those come standard. Prices start in the 
mid $190,000s. 

Also, many baby boomers still work 
and want homes pre-wired for high­
speed Internet access. 

Take Frank and Jeanne Schley, for ex­
ample. The Schleys, who live in Southern 
California, purchased a 2,900-square­
foot home in Sun City Festival. 

Frank," 62, is a corporate jet pilot and 
Jeanne, 60, is retired. 

Between the two, they own four com­
puters. They plan to convert one of the 
three bedrooms in their new home to an 
office. 

The Schleys also were drawn to Sun 
City Festival's cutting-edge exercise a­
menities and lifelong learning classes. 

"We're both very into fitness and we 
stay very busy," Jeanne Schley said. "I 
don't want to become a couch potato; that 
doesn't suit me at all as a r etired person " 

The boomer influence 
With the nation's population of 55- to 

75-year-olds estimated to reach 80 mil­
lion by 2020, baby boomers are changing 
the way builders do business. 

This fast-growing segment is so influ­
ential, in fact, that the National Associa­
tion of Homebuilders sponsors an annual 
conference for builders and designers to 
stay abreast of boomer trends. 

The three-day symposium, ''Building 
for Boomers and Beyond," was held in 
Phoenix this year. 

At the conference, industry experts 
discussed in-demand amenities, interior 
design trends and hot markets. 

Even during a time when many fret 
over the Valley's cooling housing market, 
Pulte executives aren't too concerned 
about opening two developments at once. 

''The Sun City brand has been around 
for a long time and has seen several 
slumps in the housing industry. It has al­
ways performed better than the tradi­
tional market," said Sam Colgan, presi­
dent of Pulte's West Valley division. 

The legacy 
Del Webb died in 1975, three years be­

fore Sun City was built out at 26,000 
homes. 

Today, more than 200,000 people live in 
Del Webb communities in 13 states. This 
number includes Sun Cities and several 
smaller active-adult communities 
around the country. 

While the marketing of today's active­
adult communities has changed and the 
buyer has redefined retirement, the idea 
behind it all hasn't changed much smce 
Webb unveiled the first Sun City. 

A colorful Del Webb magazine adver­
tisement from 19S9 encouraged retirees 
to come experience a place where "vaca­
tions last a lifetime." 

Mike Holloway, a Sun City Grand resi­
dent and real estate agent with Winder­
mere West Valley, still agrees. 

"I feel like I live in a resort," Holloway 
said. "People are very happy to be here, 
to develop their lives and grow even 
more." 

Reach the reporter at 
maura.halpern@arizonarepublic.com or 
(602) 444-6916. 

Source: Builder magazine 

The Valley's Del Webb 
legacy · ....:... 2001 
1968 
Sun City opens northwest of 
Phoenix. Transformed from 
cotton fields, it is the first 
l11rge-scale "active-adult" com­
munity in the country. At buil­
dout in 1978, it contains 
26,000 homes. 

1978 
Sun City West opens two mile; 
northwest of the initial com­
munity. Completed in 1997, it 
includes 16,900 homes. 

1996 
Sun City Grand opens in Sur­
prise. ·At buildout in 2005, it 
contains 9,611 homes. 

Pulte Homes, Inc. acquires Del 
Webb Corp., creating one of 
the nation's largest home 
builders. -,:~ 
2006-
For the first time, Del Webb un­
veils two Sun Cities at once: 
Festival in Buckeye and An· 
them at Merrill Ranch in Flor­
ence. 
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Celeb~ation· picks<up_:steam 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
ln_dependent Newspapers 

and fundrais­
ing, according 
to Paul Her­
rmann, Sun 
City V1Sitors 
Center direc­
tor and com­
mittee public­

Mr. Herrmann said Sun City's 
longevity indicates significant 
work has been done on that ful­
fillment, but ihe yearlong 50th 
anniversary in 20 IO needs resi­
dent and business participation 
to showcase it. 

"'"" . ~ . 
1 If you go. garnered some business sup­

port, induding from Colby Miill· 
agement, Ken Meade Realty, Sun 
City Home Owners Association, 
Sunshine Services, Windemere: 

Like a locomotive pulling out 
of the station, the effort to cele­
brate Sun City's 50th anniversary 
is picking up steam. 

Sun c11y 50th kniveniary ,,._ 
i cpmmunlty,meetlng . 
1 2-4 p.m. Wednesday. Nov. 19 

l.akevlew Recreation Center, 
10626W. Thunderbird Blvd. 

Realty and Union Hills Country 
Club. · , Anniversary committee mem­

_bers hosted community. lead­
ers in a breakfast, sponsored by 
Union Hills Country Club, 9860 
Lindgr~n Ave., Nov. 13 to give an 
overview of the planning so far. 
A preliminary calendar of events 
has been set, but there is still a 
lot of w ork to do for activities 

ity coordinator. In calling on Sun 
City residents and businesses to 
help the effort, he quoted com­
munity founder Del Webb, who 
said, "I built you a community, 
but only you can fulfill its prom­
ise." 

"It is up to us to step up to 
the plate and make this work," 
he said. 

Related Link 
www.suncity50thanniversa,y.org 

Warren Clucker, committee' 
vice president, acknowledged 
efforts of committee members. 
Bill Bein is serving as commit­
tee secretary and Larry Kuppler 
is the treasurer. Heading up 
suo-committees are Walt Patter-

The commit!~ will preview 
its plaTIS in a com,nunity meet­
ing 2;;4 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 19 
at Lakeview Recreation Center. 
10626 W Thunderbird Blvd. 

Susan Sommers, anniversary 
committee president, said plan­
ning for the celebration started 
m_ore than one year ago and has See Steam - Page 3 

St "Sun City is made up of a lot of earn different entities working on their 
own things," he said. "We need to 

Continued From Page 1 get everyone working together." 
In addition to creating a legacy 

son, administration; Bill and Lori to community founder Del Webb, 
Pearson, athletics; Marilyn Holley, the celebration is also expected to 

. comi:n~nity involvement; Connie contribute funds to Organizations 
McM1lhn, culture and <:-ta:ts; Allan dedicated to serving the interest 
Walk~r. health and fai~h. Wane~ and needs of Sun City residents, 
and Pat Clucker, special events, . according to Mr. Herrmann. 
and Ms. So~mers, ways and While the details of the 20 I 0 

me~~king under the motto "An ~elebration activities a_re still be­
Extraordinary Past and Brilliant mg worked out, ~omm1ttee mem­
Future," the.committee is striving bers release~ a ltst of e_vents that 
for a number of goals, according are lock~d m. They mdude a 
to Mr. Herrmann .• Chief among ~Ot~ an_mversary party_ and bel,I 
those goals is organizing a year- nngmg m January to kick off t~? 
long celebration highlighting edu- ye~r ; a p~ad~ and barbecue d_m­
cation recreation entertainment ner, possibly m March; a July ice 
and s~ial activities designed to cre31:11 social ~nd entertainment; 
unite residents, organizations and a va:Iety show m ~tober; and an 
businesses. The group also hopes anniversary fin~le m Decemb~r. 
to motivate residents to partici- Other events will be plugged m 
pate in the planning and imple- as planning progresses, Mr. Her­
mentation of the celebration, Mr. rmann said. 
Herrmann said. · Committee members hope to 

have an activity at each of Sun 
City's seven recreation centers 
during the 2010 celebration, ac­
cording to Ms. Sommers. 

"Recreation Centers of Sun 
City ·officials are helping us coor­
dinate those activities," she said . 

Funding sources are expected 
to include sponsor contributions, 
product sales, calendar sales, 
event ticket sales, raffle ticket 
sales, and contributions from resi­
dents and businesses. 

Mr. Herrmann said contribu­
tors will t,>e recognized publicly 
in promotional publications and 
newspaper advertising. He added 
committee members re<;ognize 
that with existing economic dif­
ficulties in the country monetary 
donations may suffer, but stressed 
in-kind contributions will also be 
accepted and recognized. 

The committee has a Web site, 
www.suncity50thanniversary.org, 
where residents can see updates 
on the planning process. 

Ms. Sorosners said Sun City 
and Sun City West are unique, in 
that there are more than 40 Sun 
City communities around the 
country, but all but the West Val­
ley communities are subdivisions 
of a city. 

"Becaus~ we have made this 
work so long, budding commu­
nities similar to' ours all over the 
world look to us for examples," 
she said. 

Mr. Herrmann said he regu­
larly gives tours to Japanese and 
Korean visitors who hope to take 
examples from Sun City back to 
their own countries to benefit 
planned communities there. 

"The senior population is a 
worldwide phenomenon," he 
said. "Everyone is siill looking to 
Sun City as a model because the 
community has lasted so long." 

. Post your opinions in the Pub/le 
Issues Forum at www.newszap.com. 

Sun Cities News Editor Rusty Brad­
shaw can be reached at 629-445-

2725 or rbradshaw@r,ewszap.com. 
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SCHOA Secretary Bill 
Pearson, who is doing . 

double duty on the Sun 
City 50th Anniversary 
committee, implores_ 

people attending a 
· · . planning meeting ' 

Wednesday at · 
Lake_view Recreation 

Center to get involved. 

-----

DAILY NEWS-SUN , NOVEMBER 20, 2008 

.. ?.......,. 

A BRILtll\l:t 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -



WANTED: Volunteers 
Sun City anniver·s~ry 
panel needs helpers 

ry, which is Jan, t 2010. 
Paul Herrmann, spokesman 

for the committee and executive 
JEFF DEMPSEY' director of the Sun City Visitors 

· Center, said voluntarism when 
Df,ILY NEWS·SUN he first canie to the· community 

The Sun City 50th Anniver- was very high . . 
sary Committee met Wednesc;lay "I mp-ved• here just in time 
to outline its plans for the ne~ for the 40th anniversaJY, and 
two years, with. one theme prev- . ·· at the luncheon we had 250 
alent from every speaker : more to 300 people,". Hermann 'said. 
volunteers are needed, and they "We need people to get involved 
will be needed soon. · · now, too." 

"I don't · need a lot of help . Easily•, the most passionate . 
right ' now," said Walt Patter - address - and the only one that 
son, administrative chairman drew applause - came from 
for the committee and president SCHOA Secretary Bill Pearson, 
of the Sun City Home Owners who serves along with his wife, 
Association. "But starting next Lori, on the anniversary com­
year, we're going to need a lot. mittee. Pearson said he sees the 
If we're going to be able to do all anniversary as the single great­
the things we want to do, we're est • marketing tool . since the 
going to need the volunteers." community opened in 1960. 

The committee is planning to· "This is our opportunity to 
"fill the next calendar year" with SEE 50th 15 
events related to the anniversa- , 

. MOUIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS•SUN 

Mary Wold, right, plans to volunteer in some capacity for the Sun City 
.50th Anniversary year of events. $he discusses it Wednesday, with Betty 
Kent, whose husband, Bob, is on.the steering committee. 

50th: Volunte~rs sought 
FROMA1 
show the whole world 

. what this community ts 
all about," he said. 

Pearson said It was 
Del Webb who designed 
the .community, but it 

' was the people who lived 
· there who built It. 
. "They stood up and 

, they took ownership and 
they made this commu-

, nity what they wanted 
it to be," he said. "And 
that's what we're asking 
you to do now. We need 
people to step up, raise 
their hands and say 
they'll help." 

Pearson said the ·cal­
endar year of events" ts 
too great a task for the 
grou p now assembled. 

"We need you , be­
cause If you don't step 
up we can't do It." Pear­
son said. 

Herrmann added 
that, when the commu­
nity opened in 1960, It 
garnered n·ational atten­
tion. 

·we had a story on 
the cover of Life maga­
zine, and national me­
dia here Writing about 
us," Herrmann said. ·we 
see no reason why that 
can't happen again for 
the 50th anniversary." 

Committee member 
Connie McMillan said 
she ls eager to move for­
ward with the planned 
events .. and hopes to 
bring in as many volun­
teers as possible. 

"This is an exciting 
time. for all of us," Mc­
Millan said. ·we want to 
encourage everyone to 
get on board early. Come 
out and help us." 

To volunteer, e-mail 
Walt Patters.on at sun­
ci ty50thanniversary@ 

. cox.net. For informa­
tion, call the Sun City 
Visitors Center at 623-
977-5000 or visit www. 
suncityaz.org. 

Jeff Dempsey may 
be reached at. 623-876· 
2531 or jdempsey@you.r· 
westvalley.com. 

I 
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50·years 
Continued From Page I 

·sun City Fever". and moved to 
the community in 1984. 

"With Sun City, the whole idea 
of retirement changed," Ms. Sum­
mers said. "I am proud to be a 
second generation Sun City resi­
dent. " 

Committee members are abo 
working witl1 1'11lte I lomcs, which 
is cclel>rat111g an anniversary of its 
own, to coordinate events with 
the Sun City celi·bration. 

Volunteer~ <1re working closely 
with the 1>us111ess community 111 
Sun City. 

Mr. Hermann said the anniver 
sary celebration can also prov1clc 
a positive sp111 for the commu 
nity. 

"Suri City Is lieing portrayed as 
'olcl retirement · The thing now is 
liveable communities of all ages," 
he said. " We rnust explain who 
we are a11cl wlw." 

Mr. Hrrmann is also mterestrd 
in using the celebration to gather 
infor111ation from residents a11cl 
prospective buyers. He said thl' 
talk 0,1 the street is that volunteer 

ism is down 111 Sun City already 
and it may cont11Iue 011 a down 
trend with Bally Booniers moving 
Ill. 

"We need answers to if that is 
true and why," he said. 

He said most hoomers are not 
interested in traditional volunteer 
roles. 

"They want~ soI nething mean­
ingful ancl something for them­
selves," he said. 

Posl your op i11/o11s /11 //re Public 
Issues Forum al www.newszop.com. 

Leoti News £di/or Rusiy 8rodsho11• 
con be r eached al 62.1-445-2725 or 

rbrodshnw (f, 11e,,1.-.:.<11>.t·n111 
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Sun Citians 
( 

prep for 50th 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

Anniversaries are special, 
just ask any wife. Golden an­
niversaries are something to be 
celebrated. 

Sun City volunteers are plan­
ning a big celebration for the 
community's 50th anniversary. 
It w ill be a year-long event fol­
lowing more than two years of 
preparation. 

The Sun City 50th Anniver­
sary Committee will kick off a 
year of fundraising in Decem­
ber, according to Susan Sum­
mers, committee member. 

One fundraiser is sales of a 
50th anniversary 16-month cal­
endar, complete with photos of 
Sun City then and now. 

"This calendar will help 
people see how much the 
community has progressed," 
Ms. Summers said. "We are not 
still in the 1960s.:· ' 

The committee is planning 
monthly activities for 20 IO that 
will complement Sun City club 
and organization events, ac­
cording to Paul Hermann, Sun 
City Visitors Center director and 
50th Anniversary Committee 
publicity spokesman. 

"We are trying to come 
alongside the groups to en­
hance their events," Mr. Her­
mann said. "We want to make 
them bigger and more spe­
cial." 

The committee will sponsor 
at least one event per month, 
Ms. Summers said. 

the dollars tlwv ha\'e a\'ailable 
(for Sun Bow( concerts) to al­
low them to bring in a bigger 
name or bigger shows," Mr. 
Hermann said. 

As with most activities in 
Sun City, the anniversary cel­
ebration needs volunteers. 

"We need all the residents 
involved," Mr. Hermann said. 
"There are a lot of things people 
can be involved with, including 
being on sub-committees." 

Ms. Summers said volun­
teers can put in as much time 
as they would like. 

Visit www.suncity50thanni­
versary.org. . 

The committee will schecl­
ule periodic community meet­
ings to update residents on 
the progress of the event. The 
next public meeting is targeted 
for November. The working 
committee meets I p.m. every 
other Monday at the Sunshine 
Services Building, 9980 Santa 
Fe Drive. 

Committee members also 
hope to gain national recogni­
tion for the anniversary, as Sun 
City did when it was started in 
1960. 

"Sometimes it could be 
in conjunction with a club or 
organization', or it could be a 
committee-only event," she 
said. 

There may also pe addition­
al anniversary events during 
specific months, she added. 

"Sun City made the Today 
Show back then," Ms. Sum­
mers said. "I was 14 then and 
saw it 011 ·,v .. 

The committee is contacting 
all sports clubs and partnering 
with Recreation Centers of Sun 

. City on Sun Bowl events. 
"We are hoping to t'nhance 

She remembers her parents 
asking, "Why go to the desert 
to live?" But they caught the 
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Anniversary board 
seeks volunteers 
MITCHEU VAHTREASE Cl k · d th 
DAILY NEWS-SUN UC er Sal e group 

has discussed placing lu-
The Sun City 50th An- minartes throughout Sun 

niversary Committee will City on Dec. 31 as well as 
need hundreds of volun- having a 50th anniversary 
teers through 2010 to com- float in the annual boat 
memorate the retirement parade at Lakeview Recre-
community's golden year. ation Center's lake. 

"When it's all said and "We just need volun-
done, this isn't just our eel- teers to do all of these 
ebration, but we want ev- special events because 
eryone involved --------- this will only 
from making 'After this is over, we come around 
phone calls to once in our 
knocking on want people to know lifetime," she 
doors," said Su- said. 
san Sommers, we're still the youngest . C 1 u c k -
cha!Iwoman of er said the 
the Means and old people in town.' events are 
Ways subcom- '."'"'" Walt Patterson, tentative and 
mittee. 50th anniversary could be sub-

On Wednes- committee administrator ject to change. 
day at Lakeview --------- Glendale and 
Recreation Center, board Surprtse will have 50th an­
members for the anniver- niversary incorporations, 
sary committee met with a which might factor into 
number of residents to get parts of the Sun City eel­
more interest in the vol- ebration. 
unteer group. Committee Paul Hermann, public­
chairpersons talked about ity chairman, said a Web 
the plans and festivities for site, www.suncity50th­
the yearlong celebration. anniversary.org, has been 

Sommers said her com- established for residents to 
mittee will have several learn about the events and 
fund-raisers for the anni- volunteer for the festivities. 
versary events, including Walt Patterson, admin­
cookbook and calendar strator of the 50th anniver­
sales, along with commem-. sary committee, said they 
orative shirts, hats and would. like as many volun-
pins. leers as possible. 

Pat Clucker. events "We need· for people to 
cha!Iwoman, said ma- help us because it's going 
jor activities are expected to take a lot to pull it off," 
to happen at least once a he said. M After this is over, 
month. They'll feature a we want people to know 
variety show at the Sun we're still the youngest old 
Bowl. jazz concert, parade, people in town." 
Octoberfest with the Ger- Forinformationortovol­
man Club and a sock hop unteer, call 623-977-5000 
at Sundial Recreation Cen- or visit www.suncity50th-
ter. anniversazy.org. 
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Sun City leaders prep for 50th anniversary 
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Ben Roloff, secretary of the Sun City Home Owners Association. 
makes suqgestions for the community's 50th anniversary celebration 

ANNIE BOON 
DAILY llfWS-SUN 

In tl11·l'e _\'t>ars and thn·e months, Sun City 
\\ ill turn 00 . .ind lo<'nl le>:,de>rs a re cnlling 011 

residl·nts to throw their eommunity till' hig 
gP:<t hirthd11~· eell•hr;ition inwginnblt'. 

.\t the fir:-l :,0th anni1(•ro-,H'Y org.inization 
al 111el'li11g Thui·~day. n•presl•lll,1t iwo- from 
various Sun City n rg:rnizmions agre<'d tlwt in 
tL'niation:il allL•ntion, national media cm·(•ntgl' 
and several 0-peei:1! events should ni:irk tlw 
milesto11l'. And resident volu nteffs must run 
the show, from pla11ning phase:- to ex(•c-ut ion. 

"Board membHs <'Onlt' ,ind go, \\'(' need 
nl(•fllbero- of till' ('l>llllllunity to Sl't up :1 com 
mittcl'," :<aid ./pan Huck who s,•rVl'S on t 111• 

RL'creauon l ·l'llll'rs of Sun City board. 
Ben l{ol<,l'f. Sun City Home O wner,- ,\ssc,­

ciation dire'frtor, said it's time tu strut putting 
plans in motion. 

"\Ve tl('!'d to think re.illy big about this. \Ve 
ha\'(' a gn•at sto,·:, to ll'll :rnd th is is ,, gn•at 
t:nH• to lei! it." 

i{l'prl'Sl'nl;lt i\'l',-; t'ro111 1 h,• S1111 ( 'it_\' Slwr 

ill's !'osst-. till' Sun City !'RIDES a nd the Con­
dominium (hvnPrs Assoc-iation aro were p1-e,,ent 
at tlw lllPC'ting. . 

Tl}(' gwup rL•cognizl'd that Sun C ity, a pio­
nl'C'r al·tivl' adult con11nunity a nd the largest 
of its k ind in tlw world, is what it is toda_v be­
l':IUSt' , ,r ii S 1·olu11t(•t:rs. 

" I 'l'oplc• will want to volunteer (to serve 
011 tlH• pl:in11i11g co111111ilt!•t>). They'll be tell­
ing tlwir story, they're par! of it," added Doug 
Kl'lsC'y. SCI IOA president . 

01tl'C the voluntet•rs are in place, it will be 
I ime to l'Oll neL·t wit h corporate sponsors hips 
to help fund the rPlebrations and possibly h ire 1 

a lll'(,fi.•,;sion:,I event l'oordinator, said Tom 
Bec,:011, SCI IOI\ di recto,: :\s plans take shape . 
HololT s;iid, the national nwdia, like the Cood 
i\lorning Amerini broadcast, s hould be a le rt­
ed tu the approaching annivC'rsary. 

"Sun C ity was and still is a big thing out 
here," Kelsey ,said. 

Anyone interL•st(•d in volunteering on t h,· 
:;ou, A1111iw•rs,1r,1 p lanning eominitte,• should 
,·all till· S('I 10 1\ offil'L's :it !l'i I 171~. - --- - - -----


