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Ceremony caps a year of extremes 
By JEFF OWENS 
Staff writer : , F or .the, ~ey; ; frank Clar~_ 19117 . · b '> s · 

bas certainly been a year of · 
going from one extreme to the 
other. 

Clark arrived in Arizona July 1 to 
assume the post of third Rector of the 
Congregation ai Sun City's All Saints of 

:tlie Desert Episcopal Church, smack in 
. the · middle of ,a long run of daily three­

digit temperatures with little rainfall · 
L · · , Up until that July; ·he had been Dean 

•· of Gethsemane . Cathedral· in Fargo, 
·N.D., a city that records_ some of the 
nation's most arctic ·temperatures. It is 
also a city that bad barely dried off in 
the wake 'of disastrous spring flooding 
along the swJi(~ ·Ited River. 

r "I thougbt_i '41'4",l can deal with the 
-4~ -

extremes. of ·Nofth Dakota, I can deal 
with the' -extremes of Arizona," Clark 
said, grinning. · . 

Despite) Qe,'Iong move from a ·north­
ern border.,;x"state to a southern one, 
Clark d~j. feel like a stranger in a 

· strange~: In fact, many" familiar 
: faces witt-~et him at his formal in­

. duction. ~~mony at 4 p.m. Saturday at · 
the church;:.including the man who pre­
sents hin{to the congregation. 

It just: so happens that Archbishop 
Walter Jones, All Saints' interim rector 
since December, and Clark know each 

congregation I served in Fargo who 
come down here during the winter 
time," Clark said. "I know that there are 
going to be people here from parishes I 
served in both North Dakota and South 
Dakota. There are a lot of familiar 
faces." 

Clark accepted the leading position at 
the 25-year-old parish, which serves 
about 450 households, in May. Techni­
cally, he assumed the duties of his office 
upon arriving in July, but the ceremony 

. was delayed while winter visitors re­
turned to the parish. 

"It's a public celebration of what, in 
fact, has already taken place," Clark 
said. 

Also, church officials thought it a good 
idea to have the ceremony on Nov. 1 -
All Saints Day - since the church is 
named All Saints of the Desert 

"It's going to be pretty big," said 
Graden Weinland, a church senior 
warden. "We present him with the keys 
to the church. We don't know how lucky 
we can be to have him; we're walking on 
air." 

other from when they were both work- Steve Chemek/Oaily News-Sun 

· -Clark, originally from Michigan, ear­
ned a degree in electrical engineering 
from Michigan State University before 
enrolling in seminary. He first served 
congregations in Platteville and Mineral 
Point, both in Wisconsin, and Pierre, 
S.D. before his stint in Fargo. He had 
only visited Arizona briefly on a couple 
of occasions before moving here with 
his wife, daughter, and mother-in-law. 

1 ing in the Diocese of South Dakota. The Rev. Frank Clark will be installed as the rector at All Saints of the 
Jones, · .a retired archbishop from Desert Episcopal Church in Sun City Saturday. He comes to Sun City from 

W~nnipeg,-Canada, wir,iters in Mes~, and North Dakota. . 
· was asked : bY·:~e, Bishop o~ Arizona, .. , . · 

Robert ~hahan, ,to present Clark at the fmates at Nashotah House, just outside 
r. -ceremony, ··.!QnnaJ)y titled "Celebration . Milwaukee. . 

of a New·Mfmst:ry." . ' .. :: Jones had suggested Clark to the par-
Clark and Shahan ·go back . to their :,ish and Shaban as a replacement for the 

··· semin•~ :·days· \Vheh they were __ cla~s- ·church's previous rector, Irvin Mitchell, 
... · .. -

who retired in December. He said that despite all the ceremony, 
Normally, Shahan would preside over the emphasis does not belong solely on 

Saturday's ceremony, but be is on sab- his shoulders. 
batical and was hence unavailable. "This isn't just my ministry," he said. 

"And we have parishioners from the "It's the congregation's, together." 



' 

r1 

~ 
l) 

0 
(/J 

·rl 
p., 

lil 

+> 
H 
Q) 
(/J 
Q) 

i:=i 
Q) 

..c: 
+> 
4-i 
0 

(/J 

+> 
s::: 
•rl 
cu 

Ci) 

r1 
r1 
<t: 

Ci) 

~ u 
p::; 
~ 
::r:: u 

Friday, Oct. 25 1996 
I . 

All Saints marks 
20th anniversary 
Members take time 
to honor saints, 
church's founding 
Staff report 

A II Saints of the Desert Episcopal 
Church could have celebrated 
its anniversary back in March, 
20 yea rs from the time members 

worshiped in their new church fo r lhe 
first time. 

Instead , the congregation will observe 
the milestone next Friday, Nov. 1 - a 
day afl:e r the 20-year anniversary of the 
church's formal dedication. 

All Sa ints of the Desert was dedicated 
on Oct. 31 , 1976, by Bishop Joseph M. 
Harte of the Diocese of Arizona. Sub­
sequent additions to the church, a par­
ish hall in 1978, and a chapel in 1979, 
were dedicated on All Saints Day, Nov. 
1. 

The church 's name is derived from 
the fact that the first worship service for 
what bega n as a satellite church of St. 
Christopher's Episcopal Church of Sun 
City was held in Sundial Recreation 
Center on Nov. 4, 1973, three days afl:er 
All Saints Day. 

stones at the Sun City church. 
To mark the 20th anniversary of the 

church dedication this year, the con­
gregation will gather for an anniversary 
service at 4 p.m. Friday. A catered din­
ner will follow the service in the parish 
hall. 

The Right Rev. Robert R. Shehan will 
preside over the service, cel ebrating 
with a Eucharist, installing liturgical 
workers and blessing memoria ls and 
gifl:s. 

All Saints of the Desert began as a f 

satellite mission church of St. Christo­
pher's Episcopal Church in Phase l of 
Sun City in 1992. Early worship services 
for 200-plus satellite congregants were 
held in Sundial Recreation Center. 

Ground was broken for the new 
church at 9502 Hutton Drive in August 
1975. The Rev. · James Reaves \vas in­
·stalled as the first Rector in June 1977. 
He retired 11 years later and was suc­
ceeded by the current Rector, the Rev. 
Dr. Irvin S. Mitchell. 

All Saints of the Desert church is the 
home of one of the largest rummage 
sales annually in the West Valley. The 
sale on the church grounds known as 
the "Marketplace" started in 1978. The 
event raises more than $20,000 annually 
for church outreach programs. The now 
two-day sale is set for Nov. 14 and Nov. 
15 this fall. ,-<~ 

' All Saints Day is not only the church 's 
namesake, it is a day for Episcopalians 
worldwide to honor the saints. This year 
and every year All Saints Day has spe­
cial significance for members of All 
Saints of the Desert because of the 
name and because of the building mile- . 

For information about the anniversary Mollie J. Hoppes/Doily News-Sun 

celebration, or the Marketplace event, The Rev. Irvin Mitchell and his congregatio n at All Saints of the Desert 
call the church, 974-8404. Episcopal Church wi ll celebrate the church 's 20th an nive rsary. 
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Minister proves value of one person's efforts 
By TIFFANY M. ENGELMANN 
Independent Newspapers 

He could be described as an ' ambulance 
chaser" but this individual acts out of com­
passion, not self-interest 

The Rev. Irvin S. Mitchell, pastor of All 
Saints of the Desert Episcopal Church in 
Sun City and chaplain of the Sun City Fire 
District, has earned a reputation for being 
there for victims of auto accidents and fires 
and their families . 

The holder of two pagers - one a person­
al pager and the other acting similar to a 
police scanner - the Rev. Mitchell , 62, is on 
call around the clock for the Sun City Fire 
Department and occasionally the Phoenix 
Fire Department, if its chaplain is unavail­
able. He travels to about two or three acci­
dent scenes each week. 

The most difficult aspect of his duties, he 
explains., is "trying to do the right thing at 
the right time." 

"One thing in the fire service, you've got 
to be flexible," says the Rev. Mitchell, 
whose father and grandfather were olun­
teer firefighters. "I don't know what l'm 

going to do until I get there." 
He comes to the aid of every individual 

or fam ily, regardless of their religious affili­
ation . 

"I am not doing this a an Episcopalian 
or even necessarily as a Christian," he says. 
"I do what they need and want." 

In one instance, that meant baptizing a 
baby who was the victim of Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome. The child's mother feared 
for the bab_y' soul, because the child had 
yet 10 be baptized. 

As the fire department's chaplain, the 
Re . Mitchell witnesses many horrific 
scenes. -

"Sometimes it i completely draining," 
he admits. "Sometimes, though. I feel I ve 
done a good job and helped someone out." 

Others agree. 
According lo Sun City Fire Chief James 

A. Sebert, the Rev. Mitchell, who also 
serves as treasurer of the -fire board, has 
brought a new dimension to lhe support 
offered to tho e invol ed in serious acci­
dents and lrnumas. Prior to Rev. Mitchell's 
arrival, the department lacked an intensive 
support sys tem. 

"Quite frankly, I had no idea the value of 
one man's effort," Chief Sebert says. "Rev. 
Mitchell provide an important element that 
was missing in the fire department." 

It comes naturally. With the exception of 
his years in. seminary, the Rev. Mitchell has 
been invol·ved with fire departments since 
he turned 21. 

He believes his specialty in life is his 
ability to perform this unique form of min­
istry. He hopes to continue to be a crisis 
minister, working in conjunction with fire 
departments, after he retires. 

'This is where my heart and interest are," 
he says. - ► 

The Rev. Mitchell's greatest contribution 
to lh.e fire department is his "caring concern 
for our neighbors and the community," the 
chief says. 

That interest is needed, says the pa~tor, 
who has been a resident of Sun City for 
about 10 years. The situations of some of 
the people here sadden him. 

"What I find here in Sun City is there are 
so many people that don ' t have family or 

' From Page 1 

\ 

other peop li.: around. so the think 
nobod care. for them."' he . ays_ ,;, 
would like the people of Sun City 
m know there are people out there 
who care about them." 

The Rev. Mitchell encourage 

people to "look out for each other 

and help each Olher.'" 

"It's so simple and so easy to 

do," he . ays_ ,;-

Photo by Tyson Kuhrtllndependent Newspapers 

The Rev. Irvin Mitchell practices what could be 
called a "crisis ministry" by offering support to vic­
tims of accidents and other emergencies. 

---------------------
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l;leven years into their mar­
riage, the Rev. Irvin S. Mitchell 
told his wife, Loretta Mitchell, 
he wanted to become an Epis- ~ • 
copal priest. Today he is rector ."'; · 
at All Saints of the Desert Ep- ~. 
sic-opal Church in Sun City, a 
member of the Sun City Fire 
Board ·and chaplain of the Sun 
City Fire Department. Loretta : 
said her ~irist7, is to "minister -~ 
to the/minister. 

/ 

L -

PaStO,-'CS wife didn't wan·t· jOb~:; 
Years ago, a minister's wife was 

expected to be dedica ted to church 
business and helping the less for­
tunate. Although some ministers' 
wives have continued in the tradi­
tion, others live a different life. 
Some may pursue careers of th eir 
own. Others inay take liberal posi­
tions on issues their husbands ' 
congregati(ms do not support The 

°'following article is the third in a 
;series that> explores the lives of min­
isters' wives today. 

· By 10MBERLY HICKS 
'. baily'News-Sun staff 

J 

I ;L oretta MitcheB said she had no 
I intention of being a ministe r's 
· · , wife.when she exc~anged vows 

with her ' husband, · Irvin, 40 
• ears ago . . 
• But 11 years ipto their marriage, the 

Rev. Irvin S. Mitchell told his wife he 
f . 

-- - -- - -

'It Just wasn't part of the plan I had .... Then things 
began to fall into place. I began to realize I wasn't the 
one who was calling the shots.' 

The couple attended classes C,rpr ; 
prospective seminary students, 9i~d t 
Loretta learned that her greatest fears r 
were unfounded. f:: 

She said she learned she could Just · 
be herself. ...,. 

~•rm not a typical minister's wife .. , 
more in the background than many, 
many wives are. But that's the wa ~. e 

wanted to quit his job and become an and proof clerk, then as an assistant work best," she said. "The Episct5pal 
Episcopal priest · manager, manager and executive vice church pretty much lets you be y6 r- · 

Loretta Mitchell, pastor's wife 

"I didn't have any intention of president ·or the American Automobile self," • J • . • , 

marrying a priest I didn't know be had Association. In 1966, when he confided - Irvin entered the Virginia Theov· -
that in the back of his mind," she said. his plan to enter the seminary, Ji was cal Seminary in Alexandria, Va:; , d 
"My image of _a minister's wi(e was that running a successful insurance busi- Loretta went to work as a church c-
I would have to be somewhat pious, ness. , ' retary; • . .• •· · ~ 
and people would be asking me all The couple had , two ~hildren, and ,.' "Tliat ·s.s a tough role revers '' 
kinds of theological questions. Loretta was Involved,.. in voluntee Irvin said. "I was suddeniy 'Lore~s 

"People would put me on a pedestal work She said sh~ knew if Irvin en- husband;' where she had alwan 1> 
and I'd have to be perfect, which I tered the semin_ary, s~e1wou!c:l ,become •niy .U-e ,,, · _ . , ; 
wasn't" . · ,. the famil.t.s primary breadwinner. · the ··ra:mi Y, e1fed out thre~ iean~ -

Loretta said she fought the notion atl ,"Ii just}.vasn't part of the p)an I had. happy years, Irvin said, and "le~~d 
first · ·· ... Then things began to fall into place. ·a1i the free ~hings to do in .the Wain-

I. rv1·n.,s career alwa-ys bad been in thef __ . 1· ..:-o-gan to realize I wasn't the one who · gt" ,.,,.. ·c a''Jea' " ~ ue m on u. . r .A , • 1 1 
business world. first as a bank teller; was calling the shots." . . ' :see Preifolifr's call 2 , 

• ' , I 
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Preacher's call 
.Challenges wife 

r.l · • . 

-c}'romBl · . i·,Jn. 1969 he com. pleted his 
ning, achieving the goal 

· d set many years earlier. 
· f ijI had always wanted to be 
, .:/priest," he said. "But I was 

' .e,or much in love with Lore­
ttii through high school, so I 
l(ept It in the back of my 
lbfnd.'' 
)~\' Loretta and Inrin met when 
fhey were in the seventh 

'de in Kittanning, Penn., 
said it was not love at first 
l 

e was the new boy in 
town," Loretta said. "He came 
from the other end of the state 

:al\d he talked funny. He Just 
-dldn't seem to fit In. I kind of 
ff'o~ot about him until our 

··!Jili,tor year In high school." 
'1'11('l'helr Junior year, Loretta 
and Irvin appeared together 

.iJJcthe school play. 
. J6'i$he was captain of the 
-~b.~erleading squad and he 
-·wAs the star of the basketball 
JleiJm. They began datJng, and 
· ~ve been a couple since. 

For the past seven years, 
Irvin. has been rector at All 

;~,JJJnts of the Desert Episcopal 
Clliurch in Sun City. He also is 

. M"<tasurer of the Sun City Fire 
~~p_ard, and chaplain of the 
I ~wjClty Fire Department 
1.;. retta said she has gradu­

.,a y become used to his busy 

. Sfti,iedule and "strange hours." 
;~1t But it's easy for me ~o un­
derstand when he's with a 

, .f.¥tilY or at the hospital . I 
~don't count that as being hnrcl 

tm the wife. He's needed, and 
t i 
.) ,;it's where he should be." 
i~·l;p-or the past 15 yea~, ~he 
~P,:helJs have been adJushng 
AA'; Loretta's failing eyesight, 
~~}llch has forced her to reli­
,'RQ.Uish her career and much 
;'f>,f,'her volunteer work 
:- ,1)n 1978, Loretta learned she 
1had a disease of the cornea; 
·~ .·e is legally blind today, al­
~. · ough she has some light 
) ., ti .-.P.ercep on . 

Irvin said people arc in­
timidated more by his wife's 
blin~ncss than by the fact she 
is married to an Episcopal 
priest. 

Loretta, who once vol­
unteered for Scottsdale Bap­
tist Hospital, the Westside 
Food Bank and several nurs­
ing homes, said she now tri es 
to maintain a good home at­
mosphere so Irvin can con­
centrate on his ministry. 

"I beli eve my ministry is to 
minister to the minister," he 
said . 

Irvin sa id h gives Loretta 
credit for learning to support 
his decision to enter the min­
istry when others laughed or 
told him he was crazy. 

Today, he is still giving her 
credit for being a sounding 
board and source of in­
spiration, and for dedicating 
herself to helping him be a 
better minister. 

"Because she is my best 
frlend, I like to get away with 
her. I like to get her out of the 
house," he said. "We need to 
get away from the phones 
some times." 

' 
He said he turns to Loretta 

for insight, which he values. 
"She pretty much has her 

thumb on the pulse of the 
community. Shi! tells me when 
I'm getting too deep, when I'm 
not calling enough or when 
I'm getting bogged down by 
adm in [strati on.' ' 

Lore tta said although sh 
had a religious upbringing, 
her husband hns strengthened 
and nurtured her Christian 
beli efs in countl ess ways. 

"I can't remember not 
knowing that Jesus loves me," 
she said. "The church has 
always been a part of my life. 
.. . But Irv has a definite call­
ing, I have no doubt about 
that He has studied long and 
hard, and he believes what he 
says.'' 
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The Reverend James Reaves, Vicar at All Saints of the Desert Episcopal 
Church, Sun City greets departing parishoners in 1976 at the first service 
at the newly constructed church at 9502 W. Hutton Drive.The congregation 
of All Saints of the Desert Episcopal Church , is celebrat ing the 30-year 
anniversary of the formation of the church. The first service was Nov. 3, 
1973, at the Sundial Recreation Center auditorium, with 223 in attendance. 
Groundbreaking ceremonies for the church was Aug. 29, 1975, and on 
May 23, 1976, the congregation gathered in the parking lot of the new 
church to sing hymns, accompanied by the Salvation Army Band . A pro­
cession was formed with a color guard, and marched into the church to the 
strains of "When the Saints Go March ing In." There will be with a catered 
dinner and entertainment for the congregation its founders at 11 :30 a.m. 
Sunday at the church. For reservations, call 974-8404. 
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New Sun City priest 
didn't --cqm,e tp retire 

(,l (q ;( f 

By DENNIS BERTOLI / 
Staff Writer 

A !though he Jives in the largest retirement 
community in the world, Rev. Jim Barton says 
retirement is not part of his plans. 

Father Barton, 9219 Newport Dr., is the new 
assistant rector of All Saints of the Desert 
Episcopal Church and says, "I'm a long way 
from being retired." 

Father Barton, · ordained in 1959 in Charles­
ton, W.Va., has been rector of many parishes , 
starting with St. Paul's Church in Weston, 
W.Va . He was most recently with an Episcopal 
church in Belle Fourche, S.D., where he served 
for four years. 

ACTING ON A TIP from his bishop in Belle 
Fourche, Father Barton applied for and re­
ceived an interview with All Saints in June. 

Shortly after , he was informed that he had 
received the position of 'assistant rector. 

An outgoing personality is most likely the 
one feature among any others that won Father 
Barton a position at the church . Sun City 's new 
priest is easy to talk to and has many 
refreshing views . 

FATHER BARTON said his choice to be­
come a priest was not from inspiration as 
much as a deep convictio·n. 

No angels sang in his ear, he did not find 
any God-sent scriptures, and not a single 
heavenly messenger went to him in his sleep. 
Father Barton just described it as a strong 
desire. 

"I don ' t ,know why I became a priest. I 
really can't answer that," he said : "Clergy 
sta rt out with a career they want to pursue just 
Ii ke everyone else." 

REV. JIM BARTON 

Father Barton said adjusting to Sun City 
might take a little time because of the drastic 
change of moving from a sparsely populated 
area of South Dakota to the dense Sun City 
area. 

Father Barton did say, however, tha t he 
likes the community and added, "I'm happy to 
be in Sun City." 


