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By CONNIE STEELE.MILLER monthly in , "cells" for emotional . belief that . the · government ·cared years ago about becoming a sup: more than $300,000 has been re- Baptist Horne Mission Board m ~' 
News•Sun staff · and spiritual encouragement. · . . . for the po.or arid the rich cared for~ p~rter:· ·. •·.,: . . :\·. ', .. ,: ,:· ;.: ·~:,:·.1 .... ceived toward paying off the d_ebt Atlanta, Ga., he propelled the ' 
· SUN CITY - Missions ai-e the . Rev: Virt points to nearby Bap- themselves. And that there were · . ''They' asked' ·m; 'i i ·had°-~/ · of the new building. Unofficial ; study' gro\J.p into a mission., · · . . . 

heart of Southern Baptists: And · tist V11l~ge as perpaps ~he pri.me those who were~'t yvealthy. Or · in~erest in assisting th~J.1:1-·Wheii_f estimates plac~ the.cost'at around . , ; In . spite"- of its southern ·ties, ~ 
althoug°h'a'community· ofretirees,• accomplishment of this caring · poor.Yetthesem1ddle-classpeople sa1d'No'theyaskedmeifl'dpray .. $650000. · · · r. r -.. :: : ·.·., th 't ' · th c ,. . . . . . . . , . .. . • , • -• •· -•· • • • · -- ere aren many sou ern a · .1 
the .,first · S9uth- · · :~ "'!"....:,-:-;.""Q:;~~i commu~1ty an~ other~ hke 1t. . owned. too ma_ny ~ss~ts to. qualify. about it. That was my ~istak~!": ;·,.· Mission projects of the 275-mem- . cents to be found here. Most mem- ~• 
er ii : ~.:· Ba P tis t - .The vil~age 15 a :etirement co~- for government ass1stanc~.. And . :· Because of their belief, missions ber congregation aren't limited to · bers . joined the- denomination ::, 
Ch'urcli · of Sun ,.;r 1 ?lex that mcludes mdep~ndent hv-_ when .they could no longer_ safely . motivate this c?ngregation. In the · .. just 'giving moriey. Boxes of food, . while living in northern home . ., 
City )s· no e.xc.ep- i;--..,~ mg apartments, supervisory care stay ho_me they had nowhere to_ go.. past 21 years it has . sponspred . 7.- homemade cookies, reading ·and states .. : . :· . . . . :J 

· tion.): ·'.- •·) ' ' •ij rooms and most rece_ntly a 128-bed The~. either had no close relatives locally. Virt says the most recent_ teaching materials, eye glasses,· . . :· • : • :: 
·' In t:''fa'ct •' the ~ :·'\I long-term care center. , . or hved too far. away. So these one 1·n El Mirage receives about 11 d • t f d . For instance, when V1rt became , 

t.: • . . •• · . • • h 1 . h . • . .. . d' . cance e s amps, oo coupons, ; · Ch • t· b k • th 40 b fore ,1 • 
churcn ·at 11019 · ; . · The center, Cook Health Care w~re t . e peop e w O were . misse : $250 to $350 each _month .. for ex-: used and unused clothin and a. . n s ian ac, m e 5• e · 
W. Peori·aAve.i·n H~, fac1·11·ty 1·5 1·n Youngto\Yn a "ew by the system_ .• And when they :. . · Ch. t k h g d · .. h~ went .. off to. college .to ea.rn a ... 
~u~ ' Ci_t{ it_s~lf -'-i{J bl_ocks 

1

dow_n. Peoria . Avenue r:~m grew too old to care for the~selves ~er~e:ddition: ~~ -~:y~; ~~~~ than th~~swrr;_~sfr~~\~i~e~vi:;~la~e~ ~• _· bachelors and th~n ~ ~asters de-i 
b~gaJ:_1 as .8: I?J~- . ~1rst Baptist of Sun City. Open they were alone: .. ·. , , . ·; : .. one-third of the congregation's. un•~' . . ,:--· . . . . , ... .. . .. , : .. ~ee, ~e enroll~d 1~ ~.Bible schoolj 

. s10n· ~( _the First VIRT · ' · · . Just over one year the center has Today Virt's co~viction i_s . more,' designated donations and $10,000 . A hs_t of reci~ient~ .of love from m Decatur, Illmo1s, ' not Decatur,,1 
Baptist Church in . Phoeni':_, ~ays ·: defied all p_redic~io?s a~ is_ nearly than a beliet He cr,:d~ts its exist- o~ its 'designated annual contri_bu- · S~n. City BaptiSts m~l udes. such .. \ ~e-~rgi·~-~7. ~1-~b,~~,a: ~ _ .'. · . : 

fiJ Pa~~;_ 1{,'~~gei:ie V~ .Jr. ~ ),· '~- ·;_ ~.; fully ?ccup1e~,- · .. · . .,, ·. . - . :· ,.. a~c.e first. to ... fo~ ,a_nd , t~:,n:,· to .. ~1~ns. !~~ve:_the --~~~J.t~or 1:15~ on-.; ~~~~~!t~teti~~c-~n~P~~~a~f~tf;·, -· ·_- An·,·e~angeiical, · fu.ndamental~ 
H 30· 000 , h . shays _that among the . This particularly gratifies · V1rt givmg people. ~ _. ... ,. , -- ,. . ··, m1ss1on pro.1ects. ,,).) , .. ~. -;• ':: . . , -; :., ty the Lions Club Indians in and conservative message offers a .• t c urc es m the Southern who promoted the · t · d "Th L d' b · d t d · · · · · · · ,: · · · ' ·. '. · · · < B-'.·•· . . c · .. . . . . r. proJec .. ~n ·.' e or s eengoo o_usan .. :."And we don't .. have any Flagstaff and Phoenix home and _cross cultural appeal. ' . i 

P'.l ttP~15\r~nvention natthionfiwitdte, sherved as a catalyst m estabhs~}ng gi~en us peopl~ w~o could d~." .•. , . · wealthy people,".Virt says: ~: .. } ·.. foreign missionaries hospitals re: .. :'You've .. heard 9f Billy . Graham,: 
fiJ ·. se:V/~xcl

1
~i~f;Pt~:a:ld:rl;san~ _ t __ e com?lex.:.:~a,.·. · ·_.· . . . .. ·... · One w_oman gave $100,000 to ·: :~'But -0~ th~ whol~ ~-\ii- ru';~b~~rs' . tir~ment centers a~d . shut-i~~- .o~ ; · hav~n't 'you?,\' a.ska ,Y}rt, '.'W~ll,_ 

o:: ~/ef."t§ed, .~ven ·today' it provides· a· ,.
8
~~l~~i;sh· s?me. said · Arizona , buy land. One couple has donated tithe. And this is the most loving , their own _con~egation. - )~at .. s ?.?w w~

1

?_e~1~~e_., .. · : . . · 
~ ,.: inod~l of_ elder services to the rest .. . '. , ~a~t1~78 m 1977 .'n'.er~ 15 . la~d. valued at more than $2,2 . congregation I've ever seen in my .· • It all began in 1966 when a few · :-_- , V1~ says, We believe m savmg 

1 of.tli~~~npmination._·, /= .,., .. ,.:·_ to ?P y_ears·. away fro~ building.a ~illio~hAn~J°u?~le~f o~e~s.thve ._ life . .. · ,_. .~: ·. ,·j.,,•:~·>~._-.:.;-·:,:':. :-:,;-, __ determined me~bers first met in ... •s?uls. We'~e not part of th~ Na•;e 
w :~{f Thi~. ~I!~ludes. Senior _ Adult Fel- " .. retirement· center, ,. V1rt . and, his . given en e wi ow 8 mi .~: .. ~ . . 1,,, a~ , . ~ Fof instance, Virt says, back in the-· Deanne Dnve . home· of _the_: . t1onal . or World Council of:o 
§ ;; l_ow~h1p, a no1:-profit co:poration of col~eagues shared a convi~tton_ t~at _a_ll be · u_sed, he says. : ·, .'! ·· •. 1984 ·when long range plans were ' · ~hee.ler .,ThomP,sons for . B1b~e. '" . Churches.,. We belie~e · a p~rsonil 
o:: :.·ql~er 1;1embe~s. s.~~tew1de devo~ed . retiree~ ~~e~ed 3:Iternative hvmg .- Rece11;~ly . Truman . and Eu_la . announced for constructing a new•; study,· says a·· church h!story. •., m:u,st have a born-agam expenen~e;-• 
~ :.to senior act1V1t1es, and Keepmg . opportunities. So they _stepped out • Cook donated 17 .acres to Baptist · sanctuary; money began to trickle _ Thompson had recently retired as · with God .. Not church membersh~p s 

:rn Touch, a loosely knit group of· in faith. _ . · . -.. , Village. Cook describes his reac- in. Since then even though there's state Sunday School secretary in · nor anything a person can do will-:1 
widows and wi_dowers who meet Underlying their faith was th~ . tion when. fi!·st app!oached sev~ral never been a formal fund drive, Illinois. Working closely .with the · t ake _them,t~ heaven." ,:<·: 
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