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Sun City resident Francene Drunsklll sends her first ball to the end of the green at the Bell lawn bowl tournament 
last week. Dr. Sam Magazu, Cigna Medical Group Arizona medical director, inset photo, announced his company's 
sponsorship of the tournament before play began. See story on page 15. -

Kiss your citrus goodbye 
Sun City fruit trees being 
eliminated to save on water 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

here was a time when Sun City visitors 
traveled along wide boulevards with 
citrus trees lining the inside lanes in 

the medians. That time is quickly passing. 
In 2014, the Sun City PRIDES, in coop­

eration with Maricopa County Department 
of Transportation, pulled 200 .citrus trees 
growing along Del Webb Boulevard from 
Bell Road to 99th Avenue. The trees were 
replaced with low-water desert vegetation. 

"Our goal is to eliminate more of the or­
ange trees," said Ken Smith, PRIDES pres-

ident. "We will replace some with desert 
friendly trees. Once established, they can 
reduce or eliminate the need for water." 

Maricopa County shoulders the cost for 
water use in its public rights-of-way. Coun­
ty officials have been searching for ways to 
conserve water for a number of years. 

See Citrus - Page 11 
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"They (county officials) came to us to 
see what we could do to help reduce the 
water bills," Mr. Smith explained. "That was 
what started the project on Del Webb." 

County officials have no immediate 
plans for additional citrus tree removals in 
Sun City, according to Nicole Moon, MC­
DOT spokeswoman. 

"We (county work crews) are takirtg 
down the bad oranges and removing 
dead trees," she explained. "But there are 
no plans for a mass removal project like 
the one two years ago." 

However, Mr. Smith said the PRIDES 
have received requests to remove orange 
trees on Del Webb Boulevard south of 
Bell Road. He added the group has re-
moved some on Bell Road. · 

Not everyone, though, liked to see the 
trees go. 

"We've gotten a lot of calls (complain­
ing about citrus removal), but we tell 
them we must be responsible with water 
use," Mr. Smith said. "And a lot of those 
trees are 50 years old." 

PRIDES members are topping citrus 
trees in med,ians along I 07th Avenue to 
reduce their water use, and eventually 
they will be eliminated, according to Mr. 
Smith. 

In addition to water use, citrus trees, in 
public rights-of-way and on private prop­
erty, can leave a mess if the fruit is not 
picked from the trees. PRIDES members . 
pick the fruit in the medians, but not on 
private property. 

"We pick fruit on 433 .trees on Del 
Webb and 300 more from Grand to Olive 

Related Links 
www.suncityprides.org 

www.mcdot.maricopa.gov 

avenues," · Mr. 
Smith explained. 

Residents are 
disappointed 
the citrus glean­
ing program 
was abandoned 
several years 
ago. Now it is 
becoming hard­

er to get private citrus trees picked and 
disposed of. However, there are options. 

" I would encourage people to place 
ads in craiglist for free fruit, 'you pick,"' 
said Sun City resident Teri DeGoede. 
"There are many of us who are not so for­
tunate to have fruit trees and would gladly 
gleam the trees." 

Trees in Sun City roadway medians 
are not edible, according to Mr. Smith. 
Fruit companies got fruit from Sun City 
area orchards and objected when Del 
Webb planned fruit trees. Genetically en­
gineered nonedible decorative trees were 
planted instead. 

"Because Smuckers no longer wants 
our citrus, it makes sense to remove the 
trees," stated resident Katherine Barngro­
ver in an email. "We should be looking at 
landscaping that doesn't require as much 
irrigation." 

She commends the condo groups that 
have chosen to remove their grass and 
switch to desert landscaping. 

"It looks so much better than the grass 
that the rabbits destroy at the roots," she 
stated. 

Adding to the lack of gleaning is the 
fact that food banks are no longer taking 
gleaned fruit due to a pest infestation. 
During the summer of 2015, the Arizona 
Department of Agriculture issued a quar­
antine order against the Asia Citrus Psyli­
ad, a ·pest that can damage citrus fruit in 
Arizona. Included are areas of Maricopa 
County. 

Sun City Home Owners Association mar­
keting director in an e-blast earlier this 
month. "This was a great benefit to the 
community with the amount of citrus that 
needs to be harvested each year." 

However, she said the SCHOA Busi­
ness Partner program includes a number 
of landscapers and gardeners who glean 
trees. Visit U:ie SCHOA office, 10401 W. 
Coggins Drive, the agency's website at 
www.suncityhoa.org or call 623-97 4-4 718. 

Parks and Sons, Sun City's refuse com­
pany, will also pick up citrus during regu­
lar pickup dates. The requirement is the 
fruit must be bagge<l in small kitchen-size 
trash bags and left next to the in-ground 
trash container, not placed in the in­
ground trash can. No more than IO bags 
are able to be picked up on each pickup 
date. 

"My church youth group gleans fruit 
from my trees and is able to donate it to • 
a men's addiction recovery ·program we 
support," .stated Carol Jacobson. 

While this effort is only available to 
her church community, she believes there 
may be other similar programs. 

Sun Village Lions has been running a 
fruit gleaning service for years. While it 
has been curtailed due to the· quarantine, 
it may resume when it is lifted, according 
to resident Bob Eschenbacher. 

"They might continue to do it, but the 
fruit would have to be disposed of by the 

See Citrus - Page 13 
home owner," he stated. "This quarantine 

"Previously, the food banks would wel­
come fruit donations by providing drop 
off locaUons," stated Carnie Studda,d, I 
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has hurt one of their programs." 
In addition to being unsightly, fruit 

left on the ground can attract wildlife 
the most dangerous being rats. One~ 
rats find a source of food that is not re• 
moved, they will find a place to nest and 
remain in the area; nesting areas can 
als.o include finding a way into garages, 
attics, etc. 

"The trees use a lot of water, require 
frequent trimming and annual removal of 
the unusable fruit," stated Lee Kreiling in 
an email expressing support of removal. 
"While they usually look nice the annual 
cost is hard to justify." 

His condo association has removed all 
but three tress from its complex and will 
remoye ~hose when the homeowners give 
permission. 

"We have generally replaced them with 
ash trees. They haven't been missed" he 
added. ' 

While some Sun City residents are glad 
to see the citrus removed others prefer 
they remain. ' 

"~y condo association has many edi• 
ble citrus and our residents benefit from 
the grap~fru!t, orange, tangelo and lem• 
~n trees, A11~e Davey stated in an email. 
Soon the citrus blossoms will be in 

bloom and we look forward to their heav­
enly scent. Yes, let's keep as many citrus 

What 
do you 
think? 

SUN CITY INC 

Do you have an opinion 
on this issue? Share 
your comments. 

• Email: rbradshaw@newszap.com 

aswe can." 
Resident Dave Mussaf said his con• 

do association removed trees along the 
property about one year ago ahd is now 
removing them in the interior courtyard. 

"It has been difficult to remove the fall• 
en fruit since the gleaning program was 
terminated," he stated in an email. "Cut• 
ting back the trees was tried but was not a 
great success." 

Mr. t1ussaf said he has heard two con­
cerns about removing citrus trees. In the 
summer there will be little or no shade 
and the courtyards will be hotter· resi• 
dents will have to run air conditioners 
more often. 

"Second, will this really save water?" he 
~~ed. "Our water bills have been steadily 
nsmg no matter how much we cut back " 

Citrus trees are not the only targets 
for MCDOT officials in their efforts to cut 
down the. cost of ~ater. They discontin• 
ued watering the wide medians with grass 
for th~ winter. According to Ms. Moon, 
restarting the median watering remains 
under consideration. 
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Half of alley crumbling away 
No one taking 
responsibility 
By Rusty Bradshaw 

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Potholes in increasing size 
and frequency line a two­
block alley and ·it is costing 
one association more mon­
ey to maintain its half. 

The alley, south of Cog­
gins Drive between 103rd 
and 105th avenues, is bor­
dered by residences to the 
south and commercial prop­
erty to the north. Whilemuch -
of the southern half of the al­
ley is well maintained by the 
homeowners associations, 
~e other half contains large 
potholes. They are getting 
larger and more numerous 
as days, week, months and 
even years go by.and no main­
tenance is performed on the 
northern half. 

"It has gotten so bad that 
drivers going through the al­
ley always drive on the associ­
ation half - even when they 
are going west;' said resident 

» See Alley on page 3 
Charlie Schill points to the deepest of the potholes in the alley behind his home south of Coggins Drive at 105th Avenue. His homeowners association pays to 
maintain half the alley but the other half is left to deteriorate because no one is claiming ownership. [Independent Newsmedia/Rusty Bradshaw) 
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Alley 
> From page 1 

Charlie Schill. 
Because the associations 

own the southern portion of 
the alley, it is their responsi­
bility to maintain that por­
tion. But according to infor­
mation association officials 
can gather, there is no own­
ership of the northern half, 
so it never gets attention. 

"The county maps say 
the commercial property 
ends right where the alley 
begins," said resident Dave 
Murphy. 

According to county plat 
maps, the alley is in an ease­
ment that encumbers sever-

_.-al lots to the south, includ­
ing a common area, Scott 
Isham, District 4 Marico­
pa County Supervisor Clint 
Hickman's chief of staff, 
stated in an email. 

"An owner's obligation to 
maintain an alleyway can be 
determined several ways, in­
cluding their subdivision's 
codes, covenants, and re­
strictions; verbiage on the 
subdivision's plat; a subdi­
vision's homeowners asso­
ciation; and private agree­
ments entered into between 
owners," he stated. 

The residence side of the al­
ley was repaired not long ago. 

"We will have to redo it 
because the drivers come 
on our side to avoid the pot­
holes and ruts," Mr. Murphy 
said. 

The problem has been 
constant for more than a 
decade without a resolution. 

"I have been here 14 years 
and this has always been a 
problem," Mt: Murphy said. 

The alley deterioration 
is getting worse due to in­
creased traffic, according to 
Mt: Schill. About one block 
from his garage door, which 
faces the alley, is a medical 
transport business that uses 
the alley regularly, he added. 
'~d with people driving 

on our side even when they 
are going west, we're going 
to have an accident with 
people backing out of their 
garages," Mr. Schill said. 

Residents do not want to 
take the responsibility of 
maintaining the other half 
of the alley because they are 
concerned about assuming 
liability, according to Mr. 
Schill. Howeve1; there is an 
option, according to Nicole 
Moon, Maricopa County De­
partment ofTmnsportation 
spokeswoman. 

"The Association could 

enter into a maintenance 
agreement with the enti­
ty that manages the other 
subdivision (if any) and/or 
the property owners adja­
cent to the alley," she stat­
ed in an email. "The terms 
of the agreement could in­
clude verbiage that limits 
liability." 

Another option would be 
for the various associations 
adjoining the alley to take 
ownership of the other half. 

"There would need to be a 
granting entity, which may 
be the original subdivider 
of the land and/or their suc­
cessors," Ms. Moon stated. 
"A title agency could help 
the association ascertain the 
vesting owner of the land 
improved as the alley." 

Maricopa County does 
not own the alley, and there­
fore has no responsibility for 
maintenance, according to 
Ms.Moon. 

"The alleys have not been 
accepted into the county's 
transportation system, so 
therefore are not considered 
part of the county's roadway 
maintenance system," she 
stated. 
Rusty Bradshaw can be 
reached at 623-445-27'25 or 
rbradshaw@newszap.com. 
Continue the discussion at www. 
yourwestvalley.com. 
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DESIGNATION 

Quail Run retains environmental status 
Audubon 

certification 
recognizes 

commitment 
QuailRun Golf Course, 9774 

W Alabama Ave., has retained 
its designation as a Certified 
Audubon Cooperative Sanctu­
ary through the Audubon Co­
operative Sanctuary Program 
for GolfCow"SeS, an Audubon 
International program. 

Paiticipation is designed to 
help course personnel plan, or­
ganize, implement and doc­
ument a comprehensive en­
vironmental management 
program and receive rec­
ognition for their efforts. To 
reach cettification, a course of: 
ficials must demonstrate they 
are maintaining a high degree 
of environmental quality in a 
number of areas, including en­
vironmental planning wildlife 
and habitat management, out­
reach and education, chemi­
cal use reduction and safety, 
water conservation and wa­
ter quality management. 

"Quai!Run Golf Course has 
shown a strong commitment 
to its environmental program. 

They are to be commended for 
their efforts to provide a sanc­
tuary for wildlife on the golf 
cow"Se property," said Chris­
tine Kane, Audubon Interna­
tional executive directo1: 

Quail Run Golf Course is 
one of 19 courses in Arizona 
and 909 c.-out'SCS in the world 
to hold the honor. Golf cours­
es from the United States, Af­
rica, Australia, Central Amer­
ica, Europe, South America 
and Southeast.Asia have also 
achieved certification in the 
program. Quail Run was des­
ignated as a Certified Audu­
bon Cooperative Sanctuary in 
2006. After designation, co1..1nr 
es go through a recertification 
process every three years. 

This year the recertification 
process, coordinalcd by Den­
nis Dtilaney, cow"Se superin­
tendent, required a visit by a 
local community representa­
tive. Kai Umeda, Univel'sity of 
Arizona Cooperative Exten­
sion agent, was given a tour 
of the COUl"Se and sent her ob­
servations to Audubon Inter­
national. 

"We see the site visit as an 
important component of a 
course's recertification," Ms. 

- . 

Quail Run Golf Course, 9447 W. Alabama Ave. Superintendent Dennis Dulaney, left, and Head Starter Mike Schneider with the Audubon certificate retaining the course's 
status with the organization. [Submitted photo/Joelyn Higgins] 

Kane said. "It provides an ob­
jective verification of some of 
the more visible aspects of the 
cout"Se's environmental man­
agement activities. In addi­
tion, it offers an opportunity 

for golf course representa­
tives to share publicly some 
of the voluntai-y actions they 
have taken to protect and sus­
tain the land, wate1; wildlife 
and natural t'eSOurc.-es amund 

them" 
Audubon International is a 

not-for-profit 501(c)(3) envi­
ronmental education organi­
zation dedicated to providing 
people with the education and 

assistance they need to prac­
tice responsible management 
of land, watet; wildlife arrl oth­
er natural resources. 

VJSitwww.auduboninterna­
tional.org. 
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Dead, dying oral).ge, 
palm trees facing saw · .. . 

By Cecilia Chan 
T H E 'REPU BLIC I A ZCENTRA L . CO_M 

Maricopa County is removing a num-
. ber. of dead or dying orange trees and cut­

ting down about 35-palm trees in medians 
and rights of way fQr safety reasons in 
Suri City. . . 

Tlie county, which worked with the · 
Sun City Prides to identify the pro~em 
trees, began the job last week. Prides is a 
volunteer group that plants, picks up lit­
ter and sprays for weeds in the retire-
ment.community. . 

--

''If (l;esidents) know of additional trees 
that could pose a potential public-safety MCOOT 

issue, please l~t us know," ~aid Roberta Mar,copa County is r~moving 35 palm 
Crowe, spokeswoman for the county trees in m'edians and rights of way for 
Transportation Department Most no~ · safety reasons in Sun City. . . ~ 
ticeable will be the removal of the gigan, ..,..., · .. -" -=-=0

"""'"'""" 

tic.palm trees long identified by many as 
Sun City icons. 
• Crowe said some of the palm trees have 
hollow areas making them unsafe to trim 

I and .at least one was hit by lightning. 
Some palm trees also are leaning over the 
roadway and · creating potential traffic 
hazards. 

Crowe said there are no immediate 
plans to replace the trees that are re-
moved. · 

Paul Herrmann, executive director of 
the Sun City Visitors Center, wasn't sur­
prise to learn that some· of. the orange 
trees have die_d and would be _uprooted, 
considering they hav~ a lifespan of about 

Tree removal in Sun City 
, 

Dead and dying orange trees will be re­
moved at 
1t 107~ Avenue south of Grand Avenue. 
• Alabama Avenue west of 99th Ave-
nue . . 
• Del.Webb Boulevard south of Bell 
Road. -
About 35 palm trees also will be·re-
moved for safety reasons. - · 
Residents who know of other dead trees 
should notify the Maricopa County De­
partrnent of Transportation dispatcher, 
602;506-6063. 

50 years. . . . 
And, it's the orange trees, not the palm mann is sorry to see the orange trees dis­

trees, Herrmann said; which were here appear from Sun City. Herrmann is part 
:when Del Webb debuted Sun City in . of a commfttee formed to organize the · 
1960. . . . · community's 50th anniversary next year. 

"They were lining the walls along Bell . But, for ·practical reasons, the trees are 
Road frorn the very beginning ~d were costly in terms of upkeep and water use, 
shorter than the walls," he said. ''But said Herrmann, who instead would like 
they've gro~ ~p_1m.d d,ied ou~" · to ~ee de$ert lands_ca~ing replace the 

From a histoncal standpomt, Herr.- ·trees. ·· · 
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FAST TRASH. 
Garbage collectors rely on 
foot speed to get job done 
JOY SlASOWSII 
DAIL.Y NEWS-SUN 
· Sterling-S.~dn.10re of Glendale fu,ought he was , 
in gQbd shape. · · . . 

He had, after all, worked·as a salesman at a gytp. . 
where being fit ~s ~ Job requirement. 

And-then ·he was hired as a garbage colkctor. 
with Parks & S6ns. · · •· 

"It was· two ·weeks before I could do this job,". 
Skidmore, 22, said. "And it was another six months . 
before I could do it well." . . 
. Parks & - Sons s_ervices the Sun Cities, whrre,,.., 
reside~ts• garbage is stored in cans underground 

· 'in theit front yards. . ' - · · 
So garbage collectors 

~~, Skidmore go from O blf•II · 
home to home with a ~jijii 1 ■ : -. : 
·1arge plastic barrel on -~ . • : -e" s 11111L- · 
dolly:, emptying the ~ans Visit yourwe~!Valley. 
from· several homes be- com and watch Sterling 
fore returning to the Skidmore work his• -
truck to unload. garb.age route: 

Garbage collecting . . . · MOLi.iE J.JIOPPESIOAILY NEWS-SUN 
is not a leisurely stroll. . . -- Sterling Skidmore, 22, , of Glendale r'uns 'Between .houses 
Collectors hit the ground running and race from . ~a1ong a ~sup~r~oute~.Thursday, collecting gar~age for Parks _ 
home to home, stopping every few minutes_ t~ hoist and Sons in Su,n City West. He says he typ1eaHy- runs 15 

· 100-pound cans into the back of a garbage truck. miles each day .and_ on tl)e days he works the ·super route, · 
All that running adds up to 15 to- 20 miles each consisting of 500 homes, he runs more. - -

day, Skidn:iore said. He mapped a rou~e online to . . 
find, out just how far he was running while servic.:' - b.age into. the body of the truck . . Dri~ers_ don't just 
ing 500 homes d,u.ly. . : : , <lrive,)but also hop out at every stop to _collect and 

· It'.s a lot of physical work for a job that starts·off help lift barrels info th~ back of the !r4-s_lc._ · , . 
· paying about $8 an hour. . ' . Taylor'. said it's not just _a job f?r the young and · · 

Ryan Taylor,. general manager, .said the com-._ nimble: there are :59me worke~ w)J.o have been 
. pariy doesn't have specific physical reqUirements · "with-th~ '.company niore than 30 years.;, · ~ · · 
otfl~ than the aoility to lift mo:re than 100 po~qs r · "Btjf most of them are not runriing." J'ayJor said. 
0 .11 a repeated basis and to be.able ·to be on your _ ~e·h'c1;~e-workers from 18 to ,in ~eir 40~ ~d 50s. 
feet hours at a time. _ . · They w.ork very, vezy harg."· , · 

1'he undergrourtd cans aren't allowed to have· TayJgr• . ..s¢.d' thei!!, is one woman working as a 
m9.re than 50-pqunds4n th_e!11· bu( a ~t of cans~~- ,eolle~to.r· )Y:~Q qnve~ _one q[ :ti:ie ~Gks .. But other 

. d:umpecl) pto o~e barrtsl which is 0;1. a dolly as-the .. :w:<;n'nen:have ' hela tQ~eetor po~itions._t.rr;fl!e past 
collectors g~ from hoqse to )iouse, 'Taylor said. · as well_. . . . · , .. . . , . 
- 'Fhe.co_llect9rs·work as a team,. each one_takes a . . Taylorsaia't}le company s.ervice.s "supex; rou\~s" ... 

. side of the. str,eet iUld then meet at the truck every ·. that are longer in !ength, where cr;e~ ~f t;hf Cr~p_;; _ 
tw<;> to three hotJ~es and dump the garbage in!o.•., . ·,, ·. . _ · • •.-· .... ,, .. ,. ... . ; 

.. the back of the .truck where it compacts the gar- · SEERl"N,~J~,15 
• - - -· --------- -- '..,. • t.,; ~ ;:, •' l _.:__~- ---'----
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employees work extra-hard for 
more pay. 

Skidmo!"e was w~rking one of 
those ThQrSday in Sun City West, 
along with Demetri Vizcarra, 20, 
of Peoria and Joaqµln Zermeno, 
37, of Glendale. 

Zermeno has been with Parks 
and Sons for about six months, 
and has tivo brothers who also · 
work there who had prepped liim 
for the physical demands. 

I 

So Zermeno trained for thtee 
months, running in the park, be­
fore he applied for the job. 
c: "I knew it was going to be hard 

work," Zermeno said. · 
Zermeno said he wasn't really 

in shape before starting the job, 
and has lost 15 pounds from all 
of the running and lifting. : ' 
. Coping with the heat is the 
biggest challenge, he said, as 
well as the aches ·and pains. 

'"You have to cb1nk ·a lot of wa­
ter," he said. ' 

Zermeno said he doesn't do 
any other physical conditlorµng 
off-hours. But Skidmore sajd he 
recently joined a gym to. support . 

his wife,. who is pregn~t and 
wanted to start working out. 

He said he thought he was in 
shape bef~re _starting work as a 
garbage collector. but he's fit in a 
different way now. · ' . 

He can't lift ~r bench press as 
much as he could before. · ,; 

"But I have niore.nmscle en;:: 
durance now," Skidmore said_ · 

Endurance is key in making it 
through the· day and the seem­
ingly endless amount of streets 
that need to be seived. . 

"It seems like it never ends," 
he said. "And it feels good to get 
finished." , . 
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Cafule Studdard of Sun City donates her plastic materials for recycling in bins behind the 
Safeway store on 107th Avenue and Bell Road. The bins are oper~ted by the Host-Lions Ciub ' 
in Sun City. · • 

·• ure bins 
· f . ng plaslicS 

.&f IIEll'SEY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

' . 
• Carole Studdard moved to Sun City three years ago from her home near 

Richmond, Va., where there was a curbisde recycling program. . 
When she moved to Sun City, the change was disappointing. 

, "I was ·confused at not seeing recycling bins in more places, and at hqw 
difficult it was to ·find the ones that were there," Studdard said. "But I was 
pleased when I found the bins, and I'm very pleased now to see they are ac­
cepting plastics." 

After months of waiting, false starts and dashed hopes, Sun City res~ 
dents can finally ~tart recycling plastics. The Sun City Lions recycling pro­
gram confipned Tuesday they are accepting No. 1 and No. 2 plastics at their 
drop-off sites at 107th and Peoria Avenues and at 107th Avenue and Bell 

DAILY NEWS-SUN Wednesday, June 24, 2009 

RECYCLE . 
FRD■l1 
Road. 

"We do have plastics recycling at those two 
sites," said Loi:etta Hieronymus, an office ~is­
tant at the Sun City Lions Recycling Association. 
"It's been fairly recently that we started accepting 
them, probably within the past month." 

Due to the economic downturn, however, the 
lions were unable to accept plastics. The mar­
J.{et for recycled plastics had dipped to the point 
where they could not make enough money ba~k 
to sustain the program. 

But now, Hieronymus said, that is no longer 
the case. 

"The market changes pretty quickly, so we were 
able to go ahead and put out the plastics bins," 
she said. "And, yes, Sun City residents should ex­
pect plastics recyclingto be here to stay." 

, .She added donors need to remember Just what 
can and cannot be recycled. Examples of Np. 1 
cllld No. 2 plastics include: 2-liter soda bottles, 
peanut butter jars, milk Jugs and detergent 
·bottles. All plastics carry an identifying marker, 
numbering l-7. 
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Garden-. Club sets record 
By Rusty Bradshaw 

The Sun City <;iarden Club had a:record­
setting year during its annual citrus drive. 

During a seven-week period earlier this FROM 
year garden club volunteers collected 460 
bins of citrus fruit, totalling 230 tons. That Tlie Ed1· tor 
topped the previous high of 446 bins and 
223 tons in 2006, according to Pete Petersen, 
garden club president and 2009 citrus drive Rusty Bradshaw coordinator.- • . _....;... ____________ _ 

In addition to handling three drop-off lo- 10725 Oakmont Drive, Sun City, AZ 85351. 
cations at Bell Recreation Center, 16828 N. All fruit gleaned and dropped off during 
99th Ave., Sundial Recreation Center, 14801 the citrus drive was donated to the SL Mary 
N. 103rd Ave., and the Sun Bowl, 10220 N. Food Ban1c Alliance. The club also supports 
107th Ave., garaen club members formed a Ronald McDonaldliouse. 
gleaning team and filled requests from 105 "We are thankful to everyone who par­
Sun City residents and gleaned 268 individ- ticipating (in the citrus drive) by bringing 
ual fruit trees, Mr. Petersen explained. There fruit to the drop off sites," Mr. Petersen said. 
was so much work during this record-setting ''It was through your efforts the Citrus Drive 
drive not all trees got attention. _ · 2009 achieved th~ record year." 

"The garden club gleaning team is sorry Drive volunteers were also thanked fo 
we could not-fulfill all the requests we re- their work March 28 during a barbecue, 
ceived," Mr. Petersen said. · featuring New York strip steaks, at Oak­

Picking fruit is not the only ,activity the mont Recreation Center, 10725 W. Oakmont 
c;lub was busy with. One of tneir ongoing Drive. During the event Mr. Petersen th~ed 

l 
projects· is providing cooli1_1g scarves for all those who gave their time to the citrus 
United States troops stationed in Iraq and _drive project. 
Afghanistan. Club members donated their The Sun City Garden Club meets 8:30 
extended seventh week gleaning donations, a.m. the first Tuesday of each month in the 
totalling $500, for the cooling scarves. east auditorium at Sundial Recreation Cen­
. Cooling scarves pre purchased at a cost ter. Anyone interested in joining the club is 

of $8 each. Anyone who wants·to help the encouraged to attend a meeting. 
club with its cooling scarves project, through· Call 623-875-5921. · . · 
Soldier's Angels, can send check, made out New• Editor Ru11ty Bradshaw can be reached at 
to the Sun City Garden Club, to Garden Club, 629-445-2725 or rtJradtJhaw@newnap-.com. 
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Phase I improvements planned 
SCHOAeyes 
median projects 

By Matt Loeschman . 
Independent Newspapers 

The once lush, green medians 
skirting the streets south of Grand 
Avenue in Phase I are now not so 
pleasant to see. · 

But that will soon change, 
according to Sun City Home Own­
ers Association officials. 

"We have a plan in place to 

improve the medians basically 
one at a time," said Diane Craw­
ford, a member of the SCHOA 
beautification committee. "It will 
be better than.it was before. Right 
now, we are focused on the medi­
an on Alabama Avenue just east of 
111 th Avenue. I would think it 
would be finished within a month 
orso." 

SCHOA is working in partner­
ship with the Maricopa County 
Departmeht of Transportation to 
convert several medians in Phase 
I, according to MCDOT sp_okes-

woman Roberta Crowe. 
"This is a SCHOA program but 

we are assisting them with ,.:- she 
explained. "It is definitely a work 
in progress but eventually, many 
of the medians will see irnprove­
ments south of Grand." 

One median near. 107th and 
Peoria avenu.es was just refur­
bished and readjusted after 
motorists complained of various 
problems. 

"There were issues of visibili­
ty," Ms. Crawford said. "Once it 
w as done, an area of the berm 

was too high and vegetation was · uration scenarios and conversion 
impairing drivers' views. It has alternatives. The report recom­
now been taken care of - I am mended a combinations 
sure many residents sayv crews · grass/Sonoran desert median 
out there dealing with this prob- landscape reconfiguration. 
tern." But following a request from 

The timeline of the improve- . the SCHOA to re-visit this study 
ment project spans nearly a and help them accomplish a 
decade. water conservation program, 

In May 1998, MCDOT complet- MCDOT initiated additiof)al efforts 
'ed a candidate assessment report to investigate potential program 
entitled ·"Sun City Median Land- · funding scenarios or partnerships. 
scaping and Potential Median Maricopa County spends 
Configurations." The report inves-
tigated several landscape reconfig- See Median - Page 3 
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Median 
Continued From Page 1 · 
$200,000 per year to water and 
maintain Sun City medians, Ms. 
Crowe noted. There are more than 
220 miles of streets and meoians in 
the community. · . 

MCDOT first studied the water­
saving median landscape conver­
sion idea in 1991 and again revisit­
ed in 1998. Both times, cosVbenefit 
analysis indicated it would be too 
costly to con_vert all the. existing 
grass medians to a landscape 
requiring less water usage. But in 
2002, SCHOA approached MCOOT 
with a plcµi to partner on one medi­
an as a "prototype" with the hope 
of generating donations from resi­
dents to supplement the cost of 
future median conversions. 

Since then, the two entities have 
partnered several times. 

The median to be improved 
near Alabama and 111 tti avenues 
is currently flat with no vegetation. 

"The county has prepared that 
for the rqck to be place<!;" Ms. 
Crawford explained. "SCHOA is 
currently d~liberating what type of 
rock to use at that site. It will 
involved different types of rock, dif­
ferent sizes and different colors. 

"As soon as the decision · is 
made on the rocks, the county will 
go to work on it,;• she added. "This 
conversion is not as simple as you 
might thin~ We want to make sure 

it is done right." . . . 
It is unknown whether trees will 

be planted on site. . 
Residents called the Indepen­

dent noting the shabby nature of 
the median. 

"We know it is time to freshen it 
up," Ms: Crawford said. "It. is just 
like your house - ·you have to 
redecorate as time goes by." 

Ms. Crawford said the h
1

om e 
owners association and MCDOTwill 

share the median improvement cost. 
" It is a combination cost," she 

said. "The materials will ·cost 
SCHOAmoney."· 

The beautification committee 
member could not speculate on 
how much it will cost SCHOA to 
refurbish the median. 

"Luckily for us, the county labor 
is free," Ms. Crawford said. "And 
MCDOT has been terrific to work 
with on this." · 

' Once the rocks are down, other 
improvements will ' com~ence, 
she added. 

'i\nd when we near the ·end of 
this median, we'll determine v,.,here 
we will go next," Ms. Cr_~~~rd 
explainetl. •" We have found 1t lS best 
to work on these one at a time." 

Resident Ed Jovensky hopes to 
see improvements soon . . 

"Let's face it, it looks pretty bad 
right now," h e said. "It's just plain 
and flat. These are part of our com­
munity and they should look weU-
groomed." · , . , 

Ms. Crowe said residents · 
should exerci~e paliem;e. during 
the improvement proc~. J ' ' • 

"It's a work in progFess,", she 
said. "It 'won't. bother traffi~ rnuch 
at all. And once it is complete, A~II 
make a big pifference tn· f:l'ie, aes; 
theticsofthearea." ·· .• - · ... 

Post your comments on this issue at 
www.newszapforwns.romflorum29. 

ReachNewsEdiJor Matt Loes,chman at 
9~-oJ0l or 

mJoeschman@new~.com. . -· 



VF - ENVIRONMENT 

DAILY NEWS-SUN THURSDAY, NOV. 10, 2005 

£ounty gives community air device 
ANNIE BOON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun Cities area air-quality 
study may have charted only one 
pollution violation, but county offi­
cials say its enough to place a per­
manent monitor in the area. 

Ben Davis, air-monitoring man­
ager with the Maricopa County Air 
Quality Department, said the 
department aims to install a perma­
nent, conUnuous air monitor in the 
area of Beardsley Road and 111 th 
Avenue in Peoria, along the Agui). 
Fria River bed, by mid-to-late 2006. 

Davis·· and nearly a dozen other 
Maricopa County Air Quality 
Departmii'ht staff members were at 

Lakeview Recreation Center in Sun 
City Wednesday to explain the 
results of the six-month S'un Cities 
area air-quality study during a pub- · 
lie town hall. About 40 Sun Cities 
and Peoria residents attended the 
meeting, including representatives 
of PORA and the Sun City Home 
Owners Association. 

Bob Kard, director of the county 
Air Quality Department, assured 
those who attended that the county 
will continue to monitor the air and 
enforce air-quality regulations. 

• Air ls our most vital natural 
resource," he said. "What .came out 
of that report is that we want to 
continue permanently monitoring." 

The results of Sun City's 

six-month air-quality . study were 
announced this month, and the sur­
vey found there are no exceptional 
air-quality issues in _the area. The 
study period lasted from November 
2004 to May with one study monitor 
continuing to collect data through 
Aug. l l. The study included six air­
monitoring stations located in the 
vicinity of sand and gravel opera­
tions, concrete batch operations and 
asphalt plants along the Agua Fria 
riverbed. 

However, Davis said a more long­
term study is in order. The recently 
concluded study was conducted 
during the West Valley's rainiest 

See MOIITOR, 15 · 
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MONITOR: Sun City HOA unsatisfied with study 
From 11 

winter in years, possibly 
eliminating some pollution 
problems that may have 
otherwise .been in the air, 
he said. A permanent study 
would sample air through­
out the year, and would 
hopefully track average 
annual pollution readings. 

Marge Murphy, chair of 
the HOA's environmental 
committee, doesn't believe 
that the six-month study 
only picked up one pollu­
tion violation, rain or shine. 

"We're not satisfied that 
there were exceedances 
only on one day of the six 
months," she said Tuesday 
during an HOA board 
meeting. "I hope we'll get 
more answers." 

After the town hall, she 
still wasn't convinced, but 
was encouraged by the 
county's future plans. 

"It went very well, it was 
very informative, but not 
too much was resolved," 
she said. "But it's good to 
be able to ask questions. 
I'm looking forward to the 
permanent site, it sounds 
like they're really serious 
about it." 

Local environmental 
activist Shirley McDonald 
of Sun City West did her 
own research using data 
from the study and other 
county data. She alleged 
that there were some incon­
sistencies in the readings of 
the six monitors. 

Steve Mauch , a repre­
senta tive Weston Solutions, 
the company contracted by 

the county to do the study, 
said the readings weren't 
inconsistent. He said the 
data may have appeared 
different because it was col­
lected through the different 
monitoring methods. 

County representatives 
promised McDonald and 
Murphy that they would 
investigate their questions 
in depth and get back to 
them with answers. 

There were six monitor­
ing stations, some moni­
tored around the clock and 
others picked up periodic 
samples, Mauch said. Some 
monitors collected data on 
dust, others collected data 
on components of asphalt 
or oils. 

The monitors were 
located in the vicinity of 
sand and gravel operations 
- Zuni School at 107th 
Avenue and Williams Road 
in Peoria; Coyote Lakes 
neighborhood off Bell Road, 
south of Dysart Road; a site 
just northwest of Coyote 
Lakes called the "Ranch 
Site" ; Cameo Drive in Sun 
City; Thompson Ranch 
School in El Mirage; and 
one on Mountain View 
Road in Sun City. Both Sun 
City sites were in back 
yards of resident volun-
teers. · 

The Ranch Site monitor 
station is the only one that 
recorded an unlawful level 
of pollutants, Mauch said. 
But the exceedance is 
attributed to high winds, 
not to any of the sand-and­
gravel mining operations 
along the Agua Fria river­
bed, he added. 

·The study focused on 
measuring air pollutants 
such as particulate matter 
(dust) and polynuclear aro­
matic hydrocarbons, which 
are typical components of 
asphalts, fuels, oils and 
greases. Particulate matter 
was measured for particles 
less than 10 microns in 
diameter (PMl0) and parti­
cles less than 2.5 microns 
in diameter (PM2.5). These 
size particles can lodge 
deep in a person's lungs, 
ca using respiratory 
problems. 

Carolou Anderson of Sun 
City had one of the moni­
tors in the back yard of her 
home on Cameo Drive and 
Agua Fria Drive. She 
attended the town hall 
meeting to learn more 
about what her backyard 
monitor collected. She said 
that question remains to be 
answered. 

Her back yard shares a 
wall with the outer limits 
of Vulcan Mines, and she 
blames the mine for the 
dirt and dust in her house. 
She also said that a tree 
she planted four years ago 
has flourished on the side 
that faces the house, but 
has never grown on the 
side that faces the mine. 
What has managed to 
grow, she-'i;aid, h as deterio­
rated and died away. Kard 
said there isn't enough evi­
dence known to prove that 
Vulcan mine is to blame for 
the damaged tree. 

Marge Mead of Sun City 
said she was impressed 

with the number of air 
quality department staff 
members that attended the 
town hall. She said there is 
still much work to be done. 

"The air is dirty all over 
the county, especially ~ver 
here," said Mead, who hves 
near a mine in the Agua 
Fria riverbed. After wiping 
down her patio tables _one 
evening she was surpnsed 
to see ~ new layer of dust 
had settled by the next 
morning. "It's knowing the 
air is so dirty that bothers 
me. 1f you can see it, you 
shouldn't have ,to breathe 
it." 

"We can put men on the 
moon but we can't stop 
dust?:, she questioned. 

Kard said he is a fan of 
employing the la~st tecl:1-
nologies to monitor air 
quality. The problem, . he 
said, is finding the funding. 
In about two years, ~e 
hopes to have some new air 
monitoring and enforce­
ment programs established 
in the county. 

"It needs to be done with 
Arizona lacking hazardous 
pollutants laws. We need to 
have an idea what's out 
there," he said. . . 

Copies of the arr quality 
report may be req~ested 
through the Maricopa 
County Air Quality Depart­
ment's Records Manage­
ment Coordinator at 
602-506-6201. 

For information on the 
Maricopa County Air Q~~­
i ty Department, v1s1t 
www .maricopa.gov/aq. 
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SC Rec board approves 
construction of cell to-wer 
ANNIE BOON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

An AT&T/ Cingular wireless cell phone 
tower disguised as a palm tree was approved 
by the Recreation Centers of Sun City board 
of directors. 

In early January, representatives from 
AT&T / Cingular approached the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City board of directors. 
requesting approximately 12 feet of open 
space on the outskirts of the Sun Bowl Amp­
itheater·s property to errect the tower. 

At Thursday's regular RCSC board meet­
ing. Ken fold, director and chairman of the 
Properties Committee, moved that RCSC man­
agement be authorized to proceed with negoti­
ations for the Installation of the unmanned 
wireless communication tower on the Sun 
Bowl property. 

The vote passed unanimously. 
Should negotiations be successful, the 

tower will be erected between the Sun Bowl 
parking lot and the Sun Bowl Plaza shopping 
center, west of I 07th Avenue and south of 
Peoria Avenue. 

Fold and members of his committee went 
door-to-door twice last month and sent a let­
ter, asking Sun Bowl's neighboring residents 
if they had any objections to a communication 
tower nearby. On Feb. 2. AT&T/ Cingular rep­
resentatives met with residents to answer I 
questions. Response from residents was posi­
tive overall, Fold said. 

AT&T/ Cingular will pay an undetermined 
fee to the RCSC corporation to rent the cell 
phone tower's space. A monopole near Mari­
nette Recreation Center brings in rent fees of 
about S800 per month. so the Sun Bowl tower 
could bring in a similar amount. Fold said in 
an earlier interview. 

Annie Boon may be reached at 876-2532 or 
aboon@02trtb.com. 
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HOA beclutification cC)mniittee,eyes 
• • ,I • • • 

future .. me~ian improvements 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City Home Own­
ers Association Foundation 
has received $1,000 in dona­
tions toward the beautifica­
tion of a median In Sun City. 

The announcement came 
Thursday afternoon at a 

' meeting of the HOA beautifi­
cation committee attended by 

· representatives of the HOA 
board, Sun City PRIDES and 
Maricopa County Department 
of Transportation. 

The committee discussed 
ideas· for futher beautification 
of medians in Phase 1 and 
how memorial bricks will be 
designed and installed in the 
recently completed median at · 
10.7th and Abbott avenues. 
Gerry Unger, a HOA adviser 
who helped spearhead the 
project, showed the commit­
tee Illustrated concepts of two 
patterns for laying the bricks. 

One Included arranging 
them In rectangular -or 
square patterns leading up to 
a memorial bench. The sec­
ond was to create about a 6-
by-20 rectangle with "Sun 
City" spelled out. 

"My thought was to make 
some . sort of centraltzed 
memorial," he said, adding it 
(:ould be located near the 
south end of the median, 
beside a crosswalk for golf 
cars and. pedestrians. · 

The committee discussed 
how the median has been 
used, including frequent use 
by dog owners. 

Committee members 
brainstormed future possibil­
ities for median renovations. 
Unger said there are about 
51 medians in Phase 1, south 
of Grand Avenue. Not all of 
them would be candidates for 
renovation, he said. 

-
Alabama,·" he said. 
. Brent said he Is from Min­
nesota and , .enjoys seeing 
grass and trees. 
. "This affects our property 

cost of the median rl!novatlon 
on 107th, which Gonverted 
the median to xerlscaping, 
and used rocks , plants, 
shrubbery and tre~s. and , 
freshly laid Bobsod to make 
the median more attractive . values,• he said. , 
and . drought-friendly. The-c Committee members 
project, a collaborative effort agreed to develop a plan for a 
between the HOA and possible survey of residents 
MCDOT, cuts water · use on; anci dog owners who live near 
the median in half. ' the medians and use them 

In addition, the HOA has for pets. .. 
established a foundation Erin Reep can be reached 
through which residents can at 876-2532 or ereep 
make tax-ex~mpt donations , @ trib 

1 az .com. 

toward it and future median 
. projects. For a $ 100 dona- · 
tlon, residents have a brick 
e·ngrav~~ as they choose, 
placed In the median. . 

Urquiza and Zambelli said 
MCDOT's budget was jµst 

, completed for July, · and there 
are no new funds set aside 
for futher Sun City median­
beautification projects · in the 
next year. 

· Discussion followed .among_ 
committee members over who 
should be surveyed - all 
Phase i residents · or Just 

those who live In the area of 
targeted medians. · 

HOA P.resident Floyd 
Brown was absent from the 
meeting. In his place, Murphy · 
made the sugges tlon that the 
next median renovated 
should be the one Just north 
of the_ recently finished 
project, so It could be used as 
a model for future medians. 

Unger said the committee ' 
should develop Ideas for five 
different designs, with vari­
ous levels of rock and _grass 
usage. 

Urquiza said conducting a 
survey would benefit the HOA 
in requesting MCDOT fund­
ing for future projects. 

"Usually having a survey, 
a petition, or anything of that 
sort will be to your favor,• he 
said. 

The committee consulted 
with MCDOT representatives 
Brenda Zambelli, governm,en­
tal liaison, and Frank Urqui­
za, public-works supervisor, 
about how the HOA ·should 
petition for further help con­
verting medians to xertscap­
ing. Urquiza suggested that 
the HOA canvass resident~ 
living in the area about what 
changes or Improvements 
they wou:d like to see. 

· Lanny Brent, a homeowner 
who lives on Alabama Avenue 
near 99th, saJd he attended 
the meeting because he 
doesn't want to see future 
medians converted to all rock 
landscaping. 

"This Is why I bought on 

MCDOT paid the $150,000 
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Eco-friendly 
Sun City 
median 
dedicated in 
pilot project for 
county, HOA 

ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Maricopa County 
SupeIVisor Max Wilson 
stood on the bright 
green grass, pouring a 
drop of water from a 
small plastic bottle. 

The drop fell to the 
~round, symb olically 
watering earth on a 
new]v renovate d 
median at 107th and 
Abbott avenues in Sun 
City. 

··1 want that to be 
the drop that"s heard 

See SUN CITY, A5 

JOY LAMBERT ·SLAGOWSKVOAIL i NfV,) U' i 

Maricopa County Supervisor Max Wilson addresses a crowd at the dedication ce remony for t~e 
beautification of the median on 107th Avenue north of Peoria Avenue in Sun City Tuesday. The 
$150,000 project is expected to reduce irrigation costs by 50 percent. 

JOY LAMBERT ·SLAGOWSKVOAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City Home Owners Association and Maricopa County 
Department of Transportation worked together to produce an 
eco-friendly median on 107th Avenue north of Peoria Avenue. 
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around Maricopa County." 
said Wilson with a smile. 

Wilson led the dedication 
ceremony at 8 a.m. Tuesday 
on the beautified median. the 
result of a partnership 
between the Maricopa County 
Department of Transportation 
and the Sun City Home Own­
ers Association. 

MCDOT paid the $150,000 
cost of the project. and the 
HOA has established a foun­
dalion through which resi­
dents can make tax-exempt 
donations toward it and 
future median projects. 

More than 50 people gath­
ered for the ribbon-cutting 
and dedication ceremony. 
Sun City residents, HOA 
board members. PRIDES vol­
unteers and Maricopa County 
officials munched on cookies 
and sipped iced tea at a 
reception in the Fairway Rec­
reation Center music room 
afterward. 

The HOA and MCDOT 
worked together on the 
project that uses xeriscaping, 
rocks. plants, shrubbery and 
trees. and freshly laid Bobsod 
- the brand of sod used at 
Bank One Ballpark in 
Phoenix. 

Gerry Unger, an adviser to 
the HOA board, spearheaded 
efforts to renovate the medi­
an. Patches of barren grass 
and 2- to 3-foot wide piles Qf 
dirt once lined the median, 
which is now relandscaped 
and has essentially become a 
park. 

·1 was very flattered to be 
out there and to see Max Wil­
son save a glass of water," 
Unger said during the 
reception. 

MCDOT conducted studies 
in 1991 and 1998 on how to 

JOY LAMBERT-SUGOWSIIVDAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Maricopa County Supervisor Max Wilson holds bricks com­
memorating the beautification project in the median on 107th 
Avenue north of Peoria Avenue in Sun City Tuesday. 

upgrade medians in a way 
that would conserve water 
and be cost-effective, said 
Scott Isham, chief of staff for 
Wilson . The renovation 
project included installation 
of a new sprinkler system -
changing the flood irrigation 
to bubble sprinklers - which 
is solar powered. 

"It's very eco-friendly." 
Isham said. The project will 
cut in half the median's water 
use. 

Those attending the cere­
mony said t h ey were 
impressed with the look of 
the median. 

"I think it's very well 
done," said Sun City PRIDES 
member Cara Lee Jungmey­
er. She said people and their 
pets will probably use the 
median as a park. 

''I think it's lovely; I think 
it's a nice compromise," said 
PRIDES member Edith 

Christiansen - adding that 
the median nicely mixes 
desert landscaping and sod. 

Now residents can walk 
their dogs in the area and 
enjoy it, she said. 

"When you get (to be) our 
age, pets are very important." 

"The grass is such a beau­
tiful shade of green," said 
PRIDES member Dorothy 
Hulett. 

Jim Corcoran, HOA firs t 
vice president, said the board 
is pleased with lll:e median: 
"It's something that needed to 
be done." 

"I think it's great for Sun 
City," said Corcoran's wife 
Annie, part of the Sun City 
Environmental Association. "I 
thirlk this is one step in the 
right direction." 

The renovation was the 
pilot project for the county 
and the HOA, said HOA 
board President Floyd Brown. 

There are plans for four LO 
five more median renovalion 
projects, with various possi­
bilities in design and scope. 

"It's a long-term project. 
and we realize that.· Brown 
said. ·we ask for the county's 
help and the community's 
help." 

Unger said ·other designs· 
are in the works for the com­
munity's medians, which \viii 
also conserve water and 
power. 

"This was an experiment 
on developing a theme, a sys­
tem, and it's an example - a 
good example," Unger said. 
Hopefully the county can find 
continued ways to renovate 
medians in a way that is "big­
ger, better and cheaper." he 
said. 

Residents are invited LO 
donate toward the project in 
honor of loved ones. HOA 
beautification committee 
Chairwoman Marge Murphy 
said donations can be made 
to help fund trees, shrubbery 
and the possibility of adding 
benches to the park. In 
return for a $100 donation or 
more, residents receive a 
brick engraved with the 
names of loved ones to be 
placed in the park at a later 
date. Wilson donated the first 
two bricks on Tuesday morn ­
ing to representatives of the 
HOA and the Sun City 
PRIDES. 

The HOA envisions 
benches at either end of the 
median, near areas overlaid 
with the bricks, Murphy said. 

To donate toward the reno­
vation project through the 
HOA Foundation, a 501(c)3 
corporation. call the HOA at 
974-4718. 

Erin Reep can be reached 
at 876-2532 or 
ereep@aztrib.com 
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Proposed bus;.lot opponent$ forni • coalition 
NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS: Mission 
is to raise awareness, petition Peoria officials 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

A small coalition of community 
residents met Thursday night lo 
plan action to prevenl a proposed 
school-bus facility from being built 
on 91 st Avenue north of Bell Road 
in Peoria. 

About 18 people, representing 
residents from Sun City and the 
Peoria communities of Desert Har­
bor. Westbrook Village,· Brookside,' 
Hunte{'s Rldge. anfJ#<i-r~thy~t 
a nd Encore Senior- .,Village",.-ret,tre­
ment centers participated in the 
meeting held at Encore. 

The group has chosen the name 
-Neighbors Helping Neighbors." said 
co-organizer Charlene Jennings, a 
Sun City homeowner whose prop­
erty abuts the proposed site: "That's 
what we are - neighbors helping 
neighbors.· 

Jennings and her husband, Don, 
are part of the group of conc;erned 
residents who have been meeting to 
figure out how to stop the bus lot 
from being built. 

Kayleen Dawe, another of the 
group·s leaders, said, ·1 feel that we 
are continuing to come together.· 

Dawe·s family lives in Brookside, 
and their property also abuts the 
proposed site. 

""There are so many avenues we 
are looking at taking,· she said. 

Those at Thursday's meeung 
divided into three groups to work on 

publicity, study traffic and zoning 
surveys, and maintain contact with 
the Peoria Unified School District 
board. A leader for each group was 
selected and will oversee various 
subcommittees. 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
maintains contact with members 
through ' e-mail and phone calls, 
Jennings said. 

The proposed lot would be built 
by PUSD on 20 acres just north of 
Bell Road near Sijn City's eastern 
border. 

"The original plans call for 60 to 
65 buses to be parked at the trans­
portation yard,· said Jim Cum­
mings, public-relations director for 
the school district. 

The district currently owns 186 
buses, and they could all potentially 
be parked at the lot, Cummings 
said. The lot would operate from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays, with some 
evening and Saturday usage for 
extacurricular activities, said Steve 
Highlen, administrator for support 
services for PUSD. 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
aims to petition the school board, 
City Council, Planning and Zoning 
Commission and other officials not 
to build the facility on the site 
selected, and to inform local resi­
dents about what's ha ppening, 
Dawe said. 

wwe are gathering infonnation to 
present to the school board and to 

the Planning arid Zoning Commis­
sion when we have the hearing for 
the zoning,· she said. 

Eventually, the group hopes the 
Peoria City Council will address the 
issue. Dawe said. 

Cummings said the district has 
done what il can to respond to resi­
dents' concerns. 

"First olT, we did hold a public 
meeting in March,· he said, adding 
that district officials also met with 
some of the leaders of Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors. 

Additionally, the school districl 
has agreed to conduct traffic and 
air-quality studies to learn about 
the potential· effects of the bus lot. 
Cummings said. Building will not 
proceed until the results of those 
studies are received, he said. The 
school district purchased the land 
for $1.2 million. 

The district has submitted archi­
tectural and engineering plans to 
the Planning and Zoning Commis­
sion, said City Planner Tim Lough­
rin: "Right now we've done one 
review. I gave lt back with com­
ments in early March and ii hasn't 
been resubmitted." 

Typically, a plan will undergo 
anywhere from two to four reviews 
before going to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, Loughrin said. 
With the first review, planning and 
zoning commissioners asked lhe 
district to do "more mitigation. more 
landscaping and things like that,· 
Loughrin said. Planning and zoning 
has also asked for additional walls 

from 11 cross 91st Avenue. They"re 
disrupting people's lives to 
choose this site. · 

See PUSO, A5 

and landscape buffers, he 
said. 

Once the plan has cleared 
the review process, the Plan­
ning and Zoning Commission 
will hold a hearing, Loughrin 
said. An appeal from area res­
idents could send the matter 
to the City Council, he said, 
which is Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors' goal. 

Dawe said she believes 
potential health hazards from 
the buses' exhaust could 
include inc(easing the danger 
of heart attacks and asthma 
problems. She is also con­
cerned for her children; her 
oldest child rides a bicycle to 
Apache Elementary School 
each day, she said. 

. "We have a neighborhood 
full of children,· she said. "To 

Dawe said Neighbors Help­
ing Neighbors is making the 
public aware of the proposed 
lot. The group believes the 
school district made plans 
quietly without public aware­
ness, she said. 

"The site they've chosen for 
the facility affecls a large 
group of people, and half of 
them don't even know about 
it," Dawe said. 

Neighbors Helping Neigh­
bors has not set a date for its 
next meeting, but will likely. 
meet within two weeks. ror 
infonnatlon, call Dick Viviani 
at 974-6975, Bill Klink al 
974-1600 or Kayleen Dawe at 
583-7721. I 

Erin Reep can be reached 
at 876-2532 or ereep 

""• In c"h""l th"" h ::>\TP tr, @n7trih rnm 
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Median conversion continues 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

Leaders of the Sun City 
Home Owners Association are 
hoping residents are going to 
be so pleased with the results 
of a pilot project to convert a 
Phase I median to desert land­
scaping that a public clamor 
will occur for additional con­
versions. 

"Everyone who sees that 
(median) will say they won't 
mind having that in their front 
yard," predicted Gerry Unger, 
a member of the HOA beautifi­
cation committee. 

The Maricopa County 
Deparonent of Transportation 
has begun transforming the 
median on 107th Avenue. 
between Abbott and El Dorado 
drives, from a grassed area to 
predominantly xeriscaping. 

A strip of serpentine­
shaped grass will run almost 
the entire length of the median. 

The project, which is 
designed to conserve water, 
save money and approve the 
aesthetics of the area, is 
expected to reduce water con­
sumption on the median by 
about 50 percent, according to 
Frank Urquiza, MCDOT public 
works supervisor. 

Water conservation will be 
in part by the installation of 
more efficient watering sys­
tems. A sprinkler system will 
be installed for the grass, and a 
drip watering system will be 
installed for the flora. 

Maricopa County spends 
approximately $200,000 
annually watering all the medi-
1ans in Sun City, according to 

Mr. Urquiza. 
All the decorative citrus 

trees and grass have been 
removed from the pilot-project 
median. 

"They are shaping the dirt 
for the landscaping contours," 
Mr. Urquiza said. "Once that is 
done, they pour curbing to 
separate the rock from the 
grass." 

Planung of trees, installa­
tion of the turf and putting 
down the rock will be the final 
steps, Mr. Urquiza noted. 

He expects the project to be 
done by the first or second 
week in May. 

The original project budget 
was $50,000. 

HOA is trying to soften the 
economic blow to the county 
by soliciting donations to pur­
chase trees and shrubs for the 
median. 

"People have called and 
offered donations," said Marge 
Murphy, beautification com­
mittee chairperson. 

Mr. Unger said HOA is urg­
ing residents to donate money 
to purchase flora in memory of 
a loved one. 

Trees cost approximately 
$85 to $100 each, according to 
Mr. Urquiza. 1\venty-six trees 
are planned for the median. 

Gary Lasham of MCDOT 
has suggested placing a bench 
on the median, with the 
cement, rock or brick used to 
anchor the bench displaying 
the names of donors. 

Lanny Brent, a 9-year resi­
dent of Alabama Avenue, 
thinks the bench would be a 
good id~a. 

"Every day I see people 

Photo by Mike Russo/Independent Newspapers 

Maricopa County Department of Transportation employees 
continue grading work on the county's median pilot project. 
Completion of the project is expected during the first or second 
week of May. 
walking their dogs in the medi­
an and visiting; the bench is a 
good idea," remarked Mr. 
Brent, a former opponent of 
the project who now supports 
the project. 

"I kind of accepted It will be 
changed," Mr. Brent said. "I 
hope everyone adjusts to it. I 
will recommend everyone on 
my block support the project.·· 

While HOA officia ls are 
hopeful more medians can 
eventually be converted, Mr. 
Lasham said MCDOT has no 
plans to do any more medians 
immediately. 

In order for the county to 

convert more medians. fund s 
would have to be available in 
the capital projects budget. 
according to Mr. Lasham. 

"This is a pilot project to see 
if we can genera te interest out 
here," he said. 

A groundswell of s upport 
from the residen ts may con­
vince the county to proceed 
with future conversions when 
funding is available. he noted. 

"Maybe, if Lhe pilot project 
turns out well , HOA can start a 
grass roots effort to do other 
medians," offered Brenda 
Zambelli. MCDOT project 
supervisor. 
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Sun City residents fight Peoria 
Enraged by plans for school bus yard 

By Maggie Gatehouse 
The Arizona Republic 

PEORIA - It was s tanding room only 
one night this week as Peoria and Sun City 
residents continued to protest a school 
bus yard the Peoria Unified School Dis­
tr ict plans to build on the west side of 91st 
Avenue north of Bell Road. 

By the end of the two-hour meeting, 
residents had planned a picket for 1 p.m. 
today at 91st Avenue and Be ll Road. 

Since learning about the bus site last 
month, nearby residents have been meet­
ing regularly in the hope that the school 
district would put the yard in another 
site. Their concerns include a ir and noise 
pollution and decreased property values. 

"A school district should not have this 
kind of power to affect our lives," said 
Kayleen Dawe, a Peoria resident spear­
heading the protests. 

The 20-acre bus yard is designed to 
hold 180 to 200 school buses. Many par­
ents are worried about added traffic on 
91st Avenue and runoff onto 87th and 
89th avenues. 

"The kids who live near the bus yard 
walk to Apache Elementary," said Keith 
Ferris, whose two children will attend the 
school at 87th Avenue and West John Cab­
ot Road next year. " If one child dies, the 
cost is too high. Let's not increase the 
odds." 

Dawe urged about 50 people assem­
bled Wednesday night at Encore Senior 
Village to send e-mails to the school dis­
trict's five governing board member s. 
Many at the meeting had T-shirts saying, 
"No Buses on 91s t Ave. & Bell Rd., STOP 
the Peoria Unified School District." 

"I want them to know we are not going 
away," Dawe said. The group also has set 
up its own Web s ite, www.peoria 

suncitynobuses.org. 
Residents also want to voice their con­

cerns at a school board meeting. To do 
that, they must get on the governing 
board's agenda. Board member s are not 
required by law to hear residents' con­
cerns in a board meeting. They are com­
pelled only to respond to what is on the 
agenda, and it is the board and the super­
intendent who set the agenda. 

But governing board President Debra 
Raeder said the issue will be put on the 
agenda after board members have a 
chance to review a tra ffic study and an 
air quality study they have requested. 

"Let's get some facts," Raeder said. " If 
we just allow these people to come and 
speak, it will be emotional. The board has 
to be able to deal beyond the emotional 
piece. Once we commission the s tudies, it 
will be on the agenda." 

Contact the reporter at 
maggie.galehouse@arizona 
republic .com or (602) 444-6919. 
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Anti-bus yard group 
uses pickets, T-shirts 
By Erik Burg While the group is continu-
lndependent Newspapers ing to figh t to have the issue 

placed on a PUSD board 
agenda, m embers a lso p lan 
on a ttend_ing Peoria Planning 
and Zonmg Com m itee and 
City Council meetings in 
numbers, wearing T-shirts 
promoting their cause. 

Picketing the site of a pro­
posed bus transportation 
facil ity on the Sun City/Peoria 
border and showing up en 
masse at City Hall meetings 
wear mg matching T-shirts are 
two of the ways members of 
the Peoria-Sun City No Buses 
Coalition have chosen to get 
their message out. 

The s hirts are sold for $6 a 
piece to raise funds for the 
coalition, 

"We want our presence to 
be known," Ms. Dawe said. "I 
want them to know our faces, 
our s hirts .... We want every­
one to know who we are.·· 

EMV}!RONMENT 

.. Th is is going to be a b ig 
fight," said Kayleen Dawe, the 
c;oalition·s spokeswoman said 
at a meeting last week to plot 
strategy for battling the Peo­
ria Unified School District's 
plan for a bus yar d at Bell 
Road and 9 1st Avenue. 
.. They're not going to go down 
easy. .. 

The coalition scheduled 
the first picket for May 1 o 
and planned a repeat per­
formance at l p.m. May 17. 

"We want them to know 
we'r e her e a nd we'r e not 
going away," added her hus ­
band, Richa rd Dawe, in an 
interview. 

Ms. Dawe sent a registered 
letter April 29 to the PUSD 

Photo by Erik Burg/ 
Independent Newspapers 

Kayleen Dawe, spokeswoman 
for the Peoria-Sun City No 
Buses Coalition, speaks at the 
group's meeting last week. 

Buses 
Continued From Page 1 
school board requesting the 
matter be placed on the agen­
da. 

In response, the d istrict 
told her the board would not 
be addressing the issue until 
results from traffic and pollu­
tion studies on the bus yar d 
were complete. 

"We h ave statistics from 
studies that have already 
been done ... Ms. Dawe said. 
citing information she has 
gathered from sources s uch 
as the U.S. Environmental 
Protecction Agency and the 
American Lung Association. 

"We think we should be 
able to present our case 
before they get the results ... 

See Buses - Page· 7 

Debra Raeder. PUSD 
board president, countered 
that the commissioned stud­
ies are specific to the propsed 
s ite, whereas the information 
gathered by the group from 
s uch sources as the Internet 
is not precise enough on 
which to base a decis ion. 

"If everything they say is 
true. it s hould be validated by 
the official s tudy," Ms. Raeder 
said in an interview. "We will 
have som e scien ti fic, not 
emotional, information to go 
on. 

Ms. Raeder acknowledged 
the tests s hould have been 
conducted before a vote was 
taken approving it in 2001. 

PUSD s uperintendent Dr. 
Jack Erb said the· traffic and 
air quality studies will be con­
ducted at the d istr ict's other 
bus yard s ites. In add ition, a 

Realtor will research home 
values in the area, to deter­
m ine if they already have 
decl ined on news of the 
planned bus yard. 

The Realtor will a lso re­
investigate the possibility of 
choosing one of the four or 
five other parcels of land orig­
inally considered by the dis­
trict before the Bell Road and 
9lstAvenue site was selected. 

'Tm just not sure if there 
a re very many acres of land 
that are zoned industrial," Dr. 
Erb said. 

He added that if the board 
was to consider another s ite 
which turned out to be more 
costly. that would pose anoth­
er problem. 

"Someone would have to 
absorb those costs," Dr. Erb 
said. "The district is not going 
to." 



FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 2003 

STEVE CHERNEK/DAIL Y NE s', S-Sui. 

Dick and Barbara Schiefelbein of Sun City attend a meeting Thursday night of residents concerned about a school-bus parking 
lot proposed for a site in Peoria adjacent to their property. 

Challenge gains steam against 
1 proposed school-bus parking-lot 

NEIGHBORS UNITE: Sun 
Citians, Peorians don 't 
want fleet near them 

KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The neighbors considered finding a 
name for their group. from the Dirty 
Bomb Squad to Concerned Citizens 
Against Bus Site, but the gist of the 
meeting was to explain the problem to 
newcomers, collect volunteers' names 
and start assigning tasks. 

Talia Offord, an air-quality specialist 
Peoria and Sun City neighbors started with Maricopa County, told residents the 

organizing Thursday night to fight a pro- diesel fuel used by many Peoria Unified 
posed school-bus lot on land abutting School District buses is a health hazard, 
their properties. particularly if buses idle for significant 

ames were taken. tasks outlined and periods. 
goals defined in the meeting that "Would breathing that affect my 
attracted about 50 people concerned health?" Klink asked. 
about Peoria Unified School District's "I can just give you the facts," Offord 
plans to build a school-bus parking lot said. "These health effects have been 
and maintenance facility on 20 acres at proven." 
the west side of 91 st Avenue just north Offord said she didn't think the city or 
of Bell Road. school district understood the problems 

associated with diesel fuel, which pro­
Both Sun City and Peoria homes abut duces carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, 

the property. so seniors and young fami- formaldehyde, nitrogen oxide and other 

I 
lies are forging a cooperative spirit to pollutants. 
stop Peoria Planning and Zoning Com- h 
mission from approving a conditional- 'T ese sites should not be put up 
use permit for the bus lot. The meeting next to senior citizen sites, nursing sites 

or homes," Offord said. 
at which that permit could be considered 
is expected to be held in one to two The proposed site is across the street 
months. from two assisted-living facilities, includ­

ing Encore Senior Village, which serves 
'Think about you people· from Peoria people with dementia and Alzheimer's 

being the front people in all of this," said disease. 
Bill Klink of Sun City. 'Then you can get Offord said one tool residents should 
backup from us old people. If we go be aware of is Maricopa County's rela­
down as Sun City residents, the first lively new Vehicle Idling Restriction 
thing they're going to say is, 'You don't Ordinance, which prohibits large diesel 
pay school taxes.... vehicles such as school buses from 

Klink said Sun Citians do pay some idling for more than five minutes. 
school taxes, but other municipalities Violators can be fined $ I 00 for the 
sometimes dismiss their requests first citation and $300 for additional 

I because most parts of the age-restricted citations. 
L _ l_communilies mn'l ,n school diStciets. - - The challenge, she said, iS con,incing 

STEVE CHERNEK/DAIL y NE ,\S-Sur. 

Talia Offord, an air-quality specialist 
with Maricopa County, tells res idents 
concerned about a school-bus parking 
lot in their neighborhood that the diesel 
fuel used by many Peoria Un ified 
School District buses is a health hazard, 
particularly if buses idle for significant 
periods. 

local polici; agencies to make this ordi­
nance a priority. 

"Since this is new. the energy they're 
putting toward this ordinance is educa­
tion and awareness," she said. 

"If this did go through. God help them 

See CHALLENGE, A5 
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if it did, but I don't think it 
will. can you imagine how 
many calls they'd get?" asked 
Dick Viviani, one of the orga­
nizers. At S300 per repeat 
,•iolalion. he said, the district 
ought to reconsider the loca­
tion for financial reasons. 

Kayleen Dawe of Peoria, 
another organizer, said the 
group needed to focus not 
just on pollution but the 
increased traffic, home values 
and other problems the group 
believes the lot will bring. 

Dawe sa id the group also 
needs to widen its circle of 
infl uence in order to ensure 
enough residents attend the 
Pe01i a Plal.11ning and Zoning 
Commission meeting to speak 
out against the permit. 

·we just need to spread 
the word. further and further 
because they don't have to 
spread the word. The city and 
school district don't need to 
tell anyone what they're doing 
other than the letter they've 
sent to people within 300 

feet," she said. 
John Beasley said he 

recently moved to Peoria from 
Hawaii and is dismayed to 
see the district trying to 
locate the bus lot near his 
home. If the timing had been 
reversed, he said, the homes 
would never have been 
allowed near the bus lot. 

··rf this same thing was in 

Bi ll Klink hands 
out information 
Thursday at a 
meeting of resi­
dents concerned 
about a school ­
bus parking lot 
proposed near 
their homes. 

STEVE CHERNEK/DAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

this area, they would not 
approve those houses being 
built," he said. 

Organizers are looking to 
find another location for their 
next meeting because Thurs­
day's crowd spilled into the 
hallway at Encore's meeting 
room. The date and location 
of the next meeting have not 
been determined. 

For information about the 
group, call Kayleen Dawe at 
583-7721. For information 
about Maricopa Co u n ty's 
idling ordinance, visit the \\'clJ 
site www.m a ri co p a.go,-; 
e nvsv c/ AIR / R ULES/ 
idling.asp; call the county at 
602-506-0169: or visit the 
EPAls We b si te at 
www.epa.gov/otaq/ retrofit/ 
idling.htm. 
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Residents to fight bus yard plan 
By Diana Shaughnessy 
Independent Newspapers 

Tempers flared and people 
s tood to shou t their objections 
at a Peoria Unified School Dis­
trict public meeting March 19 
concerning a proposed school 
dis trict transportation center 
near angry Peoria and Sun City 
residen ts· homes. 

Although the meeting was 
originally designed as informa­
tional in na ture, to inform peo­
ple about plans for a trans -

portation center on 9 1s t 
Avenue north of Bell Road , it 
led to the loose organization of 
an effort to b lock the PUSD 
from building the facility. 

"We need to unite and go to 
Peoria planning and zoning 
meetings to let them know how 
we feel." said S un City resident 
Bill Klink said , quieting the 
Sun City and Peoria residents· 
objections by uniting them in a 
common goal '"We can fight this 
if we s tick together.·· 

According to Tim Loughrin, 

city of Peoria project manager 
for the PUSD transporta tion 
center, PUSO"s or iginal s ite 
plan was not "'up to code, .. so 
the dis trict will have to resub­
mit it. 

"At tha t time, letters from 
residen ts and s peakers 
addressing the issue will be 
considered before we issue any 
permits, .. Mr. Loughrin said . 

At present, no building per­
mits for the project have been 
issued by the city of Peoria. 

Although last week"s meet-

Ing began calm ly with PUS D 
Adminis tra tor for Support 
Services Steve Highland giving 
a brief history of district trans­
por tation needs, the meeting 
quickly got ou t of control. 

Residents s houted about 
traffic concerns, pollution and 
hours of opera tion, while Mr. 
Highland tried to main tain 
order. 

Under the plan, the 20-acre 
s ite would house a main te­
nance building, office building, 
underground fuel s torage s up-

ply and sub-surface tanks, and 
parking for more than ·200 
buses and 30 fleet vehicles. 

Res iden ts expressed con­
cern about the lack of informa­
tion dis tributed prio r to the 
meeting. Many found out about 
the March 19 meeting through 
a flier produced by Sun City 
residents Don and Charlene 
J ennings. 

Mr. Jennings· said he only 
knew about the meeting him-

See Bus - Page B3 
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selJ because he learn ed about 
it from a newspaper reporter 
whom he called lo discuss U1c 
transportation-yard issue. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jennings dis­
tributed their fliers. which 
included maps of l he pro­
posed transportation center, to 
residents near U1e proposed 
yard. They include Sun City 
residents living along Country 
Club Drive north of Bell Road 
and residents in Peoria's 
Brookside Village along West 
St. John Road, West Grovers 
Avenue, Norlh 91st Lane and 
North 92nd Lane. 

According to Mr. Highland. 
construction would be done in 
phases, wilh concrete paving 
on the eastern section com­
pleted as Phase One. An 
entrance on 91 st Avenue. 
located on the southern sec­
tion of the property to be built 
by lhe district, would handle 
ini tial bus traffic. Additional 
entrances on 91st Avenue and 
Bell Road are planned. 

Mr. Highland said the dis­
trict plans to have Phase One 
completed by Augus t 2003. 
About 60 buses currenlly 
s tored al Sunrise Mountain 
High School and a leased facili­
ty on Acoma Drive would be 
moved to the new facility. 

Kayleen Dawe. who lives on 
St. J ohn Road, was one of the 
most vocal opponents of the 
project. 

"When I purch ased my 
home. which backed up to a 
vacant lot. I knew 1 was gam ­
bling:· she said. " I expected a 
grocery store or a restauran t 
or a car dealership. I never 
expected a school transporta­
tion center:· 

From the northeast corner of the proposed transportation yard, both the Sun City, left, and 
Brookside Village property walls are visible. 

She ci ted pollution , noise 
and traffic as major issues. 

" I know from the past what 
a dust storm is like in my back 
yard, .. Ms. Dawe said. ··it will 
be worse with buses warming 
up, getting ready to go out on 
their runs. And the noise - my 
husband works at nigh t and 
our bedroom window faces l11e 
future transporlalion center. 

"As far as the traffic goes. 
this neighborhood only had 
two entrances. That was a plus 
when I bought my home. but 
now it is detrimental."' 

Ms. Dawe noted that she 
would have to disclose future 
property plans if she tried to 
sell her home. "But U1e district 
did not clisclose their p lans 
when they purchased the 
property:· she said. 

'1\vo portable unils stor l'd 
on the properly led Ms. Dawe 
to discover that PUSD ow11s 

U1e land and plans to create a 
transportation center. 

"My neighbor and I called 
lhe police when children start­
ed playing around llie porta­
bles:· she said. '"Another neigh­
bor. a district teacher, told me 
about lhe bus yard plans:· 

Ms. Dawe said she received 
a letter from lhe city of Peoria 
Feb. 2 I . stating that the c ity 
received an application for 
design approval. A small map 
was included wilh her letter. 

Residents within 300 feet of 
a property must be notified 
any time development plans 
ar e submitted. Mr. Loughrin 
explained. 

··Ptans 3rc reviewed by llie 
planning and .wning commit­
tee 6:30 p.m. every first and 
third Thursd.i~• of the month."" 
Mr. Loughri11 ;1clclecl ··we also 
post inlor111at1011 011 the prop­
erty. when 11 will be reviewed 

by the committee ... 
Debra S tark. community 

development director for the 
city of Peoria, said the unifica­
tion of residents also would be 
helpful when it com es to deter ­
mining whal measures to Lake 
to m itigate adverse impact on 
residents. 

··PUSD has an excellent 
working relationship wil11 the 
city," she said. "The distric t 
works hard to be a good neigh­
bor to adjacent residents and 
businesses. Residents who live 
close to the proposed trans­
portation yard may be able to 
get compromises.·· 
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Environntetital group plans 1st nt~eting 
' ' . 

NoiSe, air problems from mines on agenda 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

The newly formed Sun 
City Environmental Associa­
tion will bold its first meet­
ing at 2:30 p.m. Feb. 27 at 
Menke Funeral Home, 12420 
W. 103rd Ave., Sun City. 

The organization recently 
was formed to focus on the 
environmental · impacts of 
mining operations in and 
around the Sun Cities, 
according to Arne Bidstrup, 
one of the founders. · 

The new organization was 
formed by a group of individ­
uals who were dissatisfied 

with the efforts of the Sun 
City Home Owners Associa­
tion regarding the mining 
issue. 

Mr. Bidstrup form.erly 
served on the Sun City Home 
Owners Association Board of 
Directors, as well as its envi­
ronmental services and con­
sumer affairs committee. He 
is joined at the new group by 
other former HOA committee 
members - Gordon Rosier, 
Allan White and Ann Coror­
can. 

"We have gotten quite a 
few people together and 
explained where we have 
been and where we are 

going," Mr. Bidstrup said. 
"Some of our members have 
been working on the mining 
Issue · for more than two 
years." 

Among the topics planned 
for discussion at the Initial 
meeting are: 

■ Noise resulting from 
heavy equipment and/or 
trucks traveling Sun City's 
streets all hours of the day. 

■ An Increase in respirato­
ry problems among local res­
idents. 

■ Unpleasant odors ema­
nating from mining opera­
tions. 

People experiencing any of 

these problems are encour­
aged to attend the Feb. 27 
meeting and share their 
experiences with the group. · 

Mr. Bidstrup emphasized 
that the new group is n ot 
seeking to shut down mining 
operations, just relocate 
them away from residential 
areas. 

Currently, there are n o 
dues for organization mem­
bers. "But we may have to 
change that In the future," 
Mr. Bidstrup said. 

For more Information. call 
Mr. Bidstrup at 815-1618 or 
Mr. White at 933-9375. 
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Photo by Mike Russo/Independent Newspapers 
Red stakes denote the placement of utility lines in the median along 107th Avenue. The 
Maricopa County Department of Transportation is expected to start work on a pilot project 
on the median by the end of this month. 

GREEN BE GONE 
Desert landscaping planned for medians 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

Work is expected to begin 
by the end of the month on a 
Maricopa County Depart­
ment of Transportation pilot 
project to convert a roadway 
median in Sun City's Phase I 
to partial desert landscap­
ing. as a means of conserv­
ing water. 

Several residents living 
along Alabama Avenue are 
unhappy about the propos­
al. 

Lanny Brent. a 9-year 
Sun City resident, said he 
and many of h is neighbors 
purchased their homes 
a long the medians because 
they enjoy the greenbelt. 

However, Sun City Home 
Owners Association Presi­
dent Floyd Brown said the 
organization remains com­
mitted to water conservation 
and Is working diligently to 
achieve savings. 

"That is a major water­
saving project,·· said Gerry 
Unger. a member of the 
beautification commi ttee 
who recently met with 
MCDOT officials to d iscuss 
the project. 

Mr. Unger said he was 
told that MCDOT plans to 
start digging up the lawn 
this month .. 

'They plan to remove 
some of the older trees 
a lso ... Mr. Unger said. "Some 

of those orange trees are 
quite old."" 

Frank Urquiza. MCDOT 
public works supervisor. 
said the county is waiting for 
some architectural drawings 
before proceeding. 

The HOA had r ecom ­
mended in a Nov. 26. 2002, 
letter to Tom Buick. MCDOT 
director, that the county 
remove a portion of the 
grass in the medians along 
Alabama. Peoria. l 07th and 
111 th avenues, south of 
Grand Avenue, as a means 
of conserving water. Marico­
pa Coun ty spends approxi­
mately $200,000 annually 
watering the medians. 

The original HOA propos­
al recommended removing 
44 percent of the grass in 
the m edians. However, the 
coun ty does not have suffi­
cient money to do that. so an 
alternative pilot project was 
proposed by the county, 
according to Brenda Zam­
belli, MCDOT project super­
visor. 

The county devised a plan 
to do one section of median 
off I 07th Avenue that is sur­
rounded by commercial 
property. not residential. 
Ms. Zambelli said . 

While HOA would like the 
county to eventually convert 
all the medians. Ms. Zam­
belli said that is not likely to 
happen - at least not in the 
immediate future - because 

of the county·s fiscal woes 
··1f the project meets with 

the residents· approval. we 
would consider some type of 
long-range project,·· Ms. 
Zambelli said. 

She said the counrv has 
staked the designated incdi­
an to delineate utility lines 
and it is now awaiting a proj­
ect design. 

··we do have a signed con­
tract with a landscap ing 
design firm to come up wi th 
a boilerplate design that we 
and HOA can review:· Ms. 
Zambelli said. 

The two s ides must still 
negotiate the issues of main­
tenance. upkeep and the 
involvement of the PRIDES, 
according to Ms. Zambelli. 

Currently, medians con­
tain approximately 18,000 
square feet of grass. The 
county is installing two-foot 
wide dirt berms around 
each median. This will 
reduce the grassed area to 
approximately 15.000 
square feet. 

HOA recommended fur­
ther reducing the gra:::.sed 
area by widening the berm 
lo five feet and convenin~ 50 
feet at each end of the medi­
ans to desert landscaping. 
Th is would reduce the 
grassed area of each median 
to approximately 10.000 
square feet. representing a 
44 percent reduction ol \'eg­
etation. 
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New group focuses on mining illlpacts 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

The environmental impacts 
of mining operations will be 
the major focus of a new Sun 
City organization. 

Frustrated by their inability 
to bring about environmental 
changes, es pecially regarding 
mming issues, within the 
framework of a Sun City Home 
Owners Association commit­
tee, several former members of 
the HOA environmental servic­
es and consumer affairs com­
mittee have splintered off to 
form their own group - the 
Sun City Environmental Asso­
ciation . 

"Our major thrust will be 
the mining issue," said Arne 
Bidstrup, one of the new orga­
nization's founders. 

Mr. Bidstrup formerly 
served on the HOA Board of 
Directors, as well as its envi­
ronmental services and con­
sumer affairs committee. He is 
joined in the new group by 
other former HOA committee 
members - Gordon Rosier, 
Allan White and Ann Corcoran. 

The leaders of the new 
group were the moving forces 
behind a two-year effort to 
enact changes in the manner in 
which mines operate. They 
sought a reduction In the 

hours of operation, the num­
ber of trips material-hauling 
trucks made daily through Sun 
City, and noise and light pollu­
tion generated by the mines. 

As has been the case with 
the HOA committee, the new 
organization remains con­
cerned about possible health 
risks posed by the mining 
operations. More than 20 
mines operate in the Agua F'ria 
River. 

Mining in Arizona includes 
not only the extraction of raw 
materials from the ground, 
such as rock for use as aggre­
gate material in construction of 
projects, but such things as the 
recycling of asphalt 

"We are still concerned 
about the possible threat of 
asbestos-rela ted diseases 
resulting from mining opera­
tions," Mr. Bidstrup said. 

Mr. Bidstrup said the new 
group was formed because "we 
have already tried the legisla­
tive avenues and it does not 
work. We have no choice but to 
try some other avenues. 

"HOA is not supportive of 
environmental issues," he con­
tinued. "They proved that over 
and over again. They are very 
politically oriented. They don't 
want to help us." 

Floyd Brown, HOA presi­
dent, refuted Mr. Bidstrup's 

assertion. 
Mr. Brown said HOA sup­

ports monitoring air quality, 
despite claims made by Mr. 
White to the contrary. 

Mr. Brown explained that 
Mr. White, when a member of 
the HOA environmental servic­
es and consumer affairs com­
mittee, had requested funding 
for air quality monitortng. 

"We are trying to solicit 
some (financial) assistance," 
Mr. Brown con tinued. "We 
want to do our own monitortng 
to determine if the mines are 
detrimental to the health and 
welfare of the community." 

The first formal meeting of 
the new group will likely take 
place in February, according to 
Mr. Bidstrup. Mr. Bidstrup 
said he has been besieged by 
people tnterested in participat-
ing. 

Although Mr. Bidstrup is 
unsure where funding will 
come from to support the asso­
ciation, he is sure where it will 
not come from. 

"We don't want any fmancial 
help from HOA," he pro­
claimed ." We don't want any 
aflll tation with HOA. We don't 
want any strings connected." 

Mr. Bidstrup said officials 
with Vulcan Mine, located in El 
Mirage, adjacent to Sun City, 
have already contacted him 

and have expressed a des ire to 
work with the organiza tion. as 
has Peoria City Councilman 
Carlo Leone. who represents 
the ci ty's Pine District. which 
incl udes Sun Cliff Estates. 
That subdivision 1s located on 
Peoria's western border. adja­
cent to several mining opera­
tions, some of which are locat­
ed on land leased from 
Maricopa County Dist. -! 
Supervisor Max Wilson. 

"The city has received many 
complaints regard ing minine; 
operations, especially from 
residents of the Sun Cliff area ... 
Mr. Leone said . "The mines are 
actually loca ted in the county. 
but the problems are affecting 
Peoria residents," he added. 

Mr. Leone said the city coun­
cil has been working on estab­
lishtng an ordinance to control 
the mines· hours of opera tion. 

"Right now they are working 
24 hours. around the clock ... 
Mr. Leone said . "We would like 
them to work five days a week. 
maybe from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m .. 
and a half-day on Saturday. My 
constituents don't want them 
operating at all. .. 

Mr. Leone also said the cny 
of Peoria has received numer­
ous complaints abou t the 
materials' trucks traveling 
along Northern Avenue. on Uw 
city's south end . 
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County shows interest in median plan 
HOA suggests sample median to attract comments 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

A plan to convert portions 
of Phase I m edians to desert 
landscaping in an effort to 
conserve water has gener ated 
som e interest by the Maricopa 
County Deparlment of Trans­
portation, according to Gerry 
Unger. president of the Sun 
Ci ty Hom e Owners Associa­
tion Board of Directors. 

Aff;~;~l r r,f H n A ::tnrl 

MCDOT met Dec. 20 to dis­
cuss a suggestion made by the 
Sun City o rgan ization to 
reduce the medians· grassed 
ar eas by approximately 44 
percent as a water- and cost­
savings m easure. 

M CDOT was amenable to 
transform ing a portion of a 
Phase I median as a test to 
gauge citizens· responses, 
according to Mr. Unger. 

--we zeroed in on one block 
on I 07th Avenu e. north o f 

Peoria Avenue,·· Mr. Unger 
said . .. There arc no houses 
U1ere. 

--w e are ready to commit to 
that one area, which we will 
use an example to show the 
community what is in the 
card s, .. he continued. '"They 
estimate it will save over half 
the water used in the a rea. 
That is our primary concern. 
Ifwe don't have water. we have 
dust. .. 

MCDOT will prepare a 

timetable and materials need­
ed for the experimen t. U1at is 
expected to cost about 
$50.000, according to Mr. 
Unger. T hal information is 
expected by mid-January, he 
noted. 

.. They will use desert-type 
m aterials:· Mr. Unger said. 
.. Except about a third of the 
property will remain as lawn ... 

--w e will try and assist them 
with the cost factor by seeing 
if we can get som e donated 

Photos by Mike Russo/independent Newspapers . 
The Sun City Home Owners Association has suggested Maricopa Co~nty 
convert the medians in Phas_e I from their existing state, at left, to partial 
desert landscaping, right, to conserve water and money. 

trees and shrubs." said J im 
Corcoran. HOA director and 
chairman of the group's beau­
tification committee. 

--we have agreed if we get a 
significan L donation of trees 
we wi ll place a plaque recog­
n izing the donation ... Mr. 
Unger said. Acceptance of 
m em orial trees o r shrubs 
could possibly be used in the 
future if M CDOT approves 

See Median - Page 5 
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HOAs proposal. Mr. Unger 
noted. 

HOA sent a letter to Tom 
Bu ick. Maricopa County 
Department of T ransporta­
tion director, in November 
proposing the county remove 
about 44 percent of the grass 
in the Phase I m edian s along 
Alabama. Peoria. 107th and 
l l I th avenues. south o f 
Grand Avenue. as a means o f 
conserving water and money. 

Maricopa County spends 
approximately S200.000 
an nual ly watering the medi­
ans. 

Curren tly, medians contain 
approximately 18,000 square 
feet of grass. The county is 
ins ta lling two-foot wide d irt 
berms around each median. 
T his wil l reduce the grassed 
area to approximately 15.000 
square feet. 

HOA recommends further 
reducing the grassed area by 
widening the berm to five feet 
and converting 50 feet at each 
end o f the medians to desert 
land scaping. T his would 
reduce the grassed area o f 
each median to approximately 
10.000 square feet. represent­
ing a 44 percent reduction of 
vegetation . 

Mr. Ungr r sa id 110/\ has 

rcccivccl several letters and 
phone calls from residents 
favoring the p lan. but he con­
cedes not everyone enthusias­
tically supports the change. 

"Many residents want the 
grass r etained." Mr. Unger 
said . 

Several residents living 
along Alabama Avenue have 
voiced their d ispleasure with 
the proposal. 

Lanny Brent. a 9-year Sun _ 
Ci t_v r esid ent , said he and 
many of his neighbors pur­
chased their homes along the 
medians because they enjoy 
the gr eenbelt. 

Mr. Unger wou ld not be 
opposed to allowing one or 
two of lhe m ed ians to remain 
all grass for aesthetic purpos­
es. but h e would prefer the 

water-conserving a l ternative. 
"To save water is the prim e 

obj ective." Mr. Unger said. 
Mr. Unger said the county 

seem ed very receptive to 
HOAs suggestion. "Bu t this is 
all very prelim inary and ver ­
bal." he cautioned. 
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HOA officials buoyed 
by Illine closure 
Order issued to restore land 
By Mike Russo mining in residential areas. 
Independent Newspapers Mr. Bidstrup noted there 

are more than 25 mining 
The closure of a mining operations in the Agua Fria 

operation in the city of riverbed, and air, noise and 
Phoenix's southwestern cor- light pollution, caused by 
ner has provided encourage- both the mines and trucks 
ment to groups fighting sand hauling mining materials, 
and gravel operations in and . have been constant com­
adjacent to the Agua Fria plaints voiced by residents of 
River. Sun City, Sun City West and 

The mine, operated by All Ventana Lakes in Peoria. 
Star Materials, ceased opera- . Mr. Bidstrup is hoping 
tion voluntarily in May, in Maricopa County heeds the 
anticipation of the city issuing example set by Phoenix and 
a cease and desist order. reins in some of the mining 

Neighbors in the Laveen operations; at least those 
Village area of Phoenix com- operating near residential 
plained to city officials that areas. 
excavation at the site had Although he would like to 
altered paths of water flow see that happen, Mr. Bidstrup 
and represented a potential Is not optimistic . 
flood threat. In addition, the .. The county has been very 
mining operation was gouging unresponsive or ,hey would 
the hillsides, making an not have let this get started at 
unsightly mess and generat- all," Mr. Bidstrup said. 
ing a great deal of a ir and He pointed . out that 
noise pollution. although the All Star Materl-

Those are also among the als 'mine site is in Phoenix, it 
numerous concerns was Maricopa County that 
expressed by area residents. issued the excavation permit. 

·we have been fighting this .. This is very typical and is 
battle for almost two years,.. exactly what we figured would 
said Arne Bidstrup, chair- happen from Maricopa Coun-. 
man of the Sun City Home ty," Mr. Bidstrup said. "They 
Owners Association Environ- have been very unresponsive 
mental Services Committee, to the needs of the citizens of 
which has been at the fore - Maricopa County. 
front of the effort to curtail "We would hope the county 

would learn something; that 
they cannot just issue per­
mits in residential areas," Mr. 
Bidstrup continued. 

"Sens. (Brenda) Burns and 
(Ed) Cirillo have been the 
only legislators who decided 
to step up to the plate and 
protect citizens of Arizona 
from the sand and gravel 
industry," Mr. Bidstrup pro­
claimed. 

Another member of the 
HOA Environmental Services 
Committee, _J im Corcoran, 

vr .C.d~ V ..i.J.L Ui'H''.U..JJ.1~ 

has also been critical of the 
Maricopa Flood Control Dis­
trict. He said the agency has 
not done all it can to protect 
residents from potential 
flooding problems that could 
result from mining. 

"We have contacted the 
Maricopa County Flood Con­
trol District to complain 
about the fact that they ( the 
mine's officials) have not 
obtained a flood control per­
mit as individuals are 
required to do," Mr. Corcoran 
said. "The mines are tearing 
up the entire riverbed and 
they don't get the permits. " 

Mr. aidstrup does not envi­
sion a great deal of relief with 
the scheduled signing of Sen-
ate Bill 1344 by Gov. Jane 
Hull on Sept. 17. 

..We went to the hearing 
and tried to get that particu­
lar bill removed because it 
does absolutely nothing for 
the citizens of Arizona," Mr. 
Bidstrup said. "It is run total­
ly by the mining association. 

"Doug Martin, state mine 
inspector, will oversee imple­
mentation of the bill,.. he 
added. 

Mr. Bidstrup does approve 
of one aspect of the legisla­
tion. 

"The new bill does state 
the land must be reclaimed 
when mining is completed," 
he said. "It's great that the city 
of Phoenix is forcing All Star 
Materials to restore the hills." 

Their resolve steeled by 
two years of fighting, HOA 
plans a major assault on min­
ing operations in the coming 
year, according to Mr. Bid­
strup. 

"We are going after them ­
like never before in 2003," he 
said. "We intend to do whatev­
er we have to do to stop min­
ing operations in residential 
areas. 

"We intend this coming 
year to spend whatever 
amount of money we need to 
put a stop to the horrendous 
amount of destruction that is 
being done to the Valley as far 
as pollution and noise," Mr. 
Bidstrup declared. 
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Coalition raises visibility 
SAND AND GRAVEL 
FIGHT: Residents of 
Sun City, Peoria 
marshal support 
against mtning 
industry . 

JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Arne Bidstrup of Sun City isn't 
backing down from his fight 
against the Vulcan Materials Co. 
in El Mirage. 

Bidstrup, whose property bor­
ders the mining operation in the 
Agua Fria Basin between Grand 
Avenue and Bell Road. teamed 
with the Sun City Home Owners 
Ass~ciation, residents from 

Ventana Lakes in Peoria and 
concerned neighbors living near 
the operations. Their goal is to 
close the local operation - or at 
least get state legislators on their 
side for the fight against sand 
and gravel operations in the area. 

Ventana Lakes. residents have 
joined the fight against mining in 
the area because of the dust pro­
duced and the health risks asso­
ciated with increased truck traf­
fic fumes. Some residents in the 
Peoria retirement community 
have cited the truck fumes and 
increased dust as a cause for 
their illnesses. 

"It's come to the point where 
the mining operations in the 
Agua Fria basin are not compati­
ble with residential communi­
ties,· said Gordon Rosier of ·the 
Sun City Home Owners 

Association. "What we are doing 
is trying to get them the hell out 
of there.· 

Vulcan officials, however, said 
they are trying to work with com­
munity groups to ease concerns 
about compatibility. 

"If someone has a problem 
with our operations, we hope 
that they will call us so we can 
fix it," said Mark Reardon, 
spokesman for Vulcan. ·we want 
to be good neighbors with the 
community, and have been 
addressing concerns as they are 
brought to our attention.· 

Rosier, meanwhile, ·has been 
working on the technicalities of 
permitting and looking into any 
possible violations that could get 
the plant closed down, while Bid­
strup has been working with 
communities throughout the 

greater Phoenix area to marshal 
support against the entire mining 
industry. . . 

In his efforts, Bidstrup man­
aged to draw lobbyist Phillip 
Gagle into the mix. 

Gagle, a former official with 
the Arizona Rock Products Asso­
ciation, has promised to sign on 
with those working against Vul­
can to advise them how to lobby 
legislators. 

And Bidstrup said he is trying 
to get together 100,000 voters 
who will back legislative candi­
dates who won't be influenced by 
the sand and gravel industry._ 

A former legislator, mean­
while, is signing on with the 
industry. Sen. Rusty Bowers of 
Mesa, R-District 21 , announced 

see Goalilion seekS, A5 
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Aug. 2 1 he is resign_ing effec­
tive today to take a job as 
executive director of the Ari­
zona Rock Products Associa­
tion . T he orga ni zation 
represel"l.ts sand and gravel 
operations and protects lheir 
interests at lhe Capitol. It is 
the same organization that 
Gagle headed for 10 years. 

Gagle was not available for 
comment Wednesday, but 
Bidstrup said he doesn't 
think gathering 100.000 vot­
ers is unrealis tic. 

,here are a lot of people 
who are upset at what's going 
on," Bidstrup said. ,he sand 
and gravel industry needs a 
new CEO, so they go and hire 
Sen. Rusty Bowers. 

"Here the sand and gravel 
people have a senator on 
their side," Bidstrup said. 
"That s hould con ce rn 
everyone." 

MOUIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Arne Bidstrup says the noise and pollution 
from the Vulcan plant started after he and his 
wife, Joyce, moved into their home on _Spar­
tan Court in Sun City. 

In his fight against lhe 
sand and gravel indus try. 
Bidstrup said he is trying to 
get legislators elected who 
will support their constitu­
ents in the Sun Cities and 
not just talk about it. 

,hey can't buy us off with 
key chains and pictures of 
Frank Sinatra anymore." he 
said. 

As for Sun Citians lobby­
ing agains t the sand and 
gravel industry, Vulcan offi­
cials declined comment on 
the issue and said they were 
more concerned with helping 
the community than fighting 
against it. 

Rosier. though, has been 
exploring the possibility that 
asbestos are being emitted 
from the Vulcan plant. Rosier 
said he discovered that the El 
Mirage plant has not been 
tested for the contaminant 
since 1977. 

After making several failed 

attempted to get Lhe plant"s 
air tested, Rosier finally made 
headway with lhe Mine Safety 
and Fleallh Adminis tration. 
which tested the air quality 
earlier this year. 

Safe levels of asbes tos 
were found. but Rosier said 
the fact that any particulates 
were found is cause for 
concern. . 

"l wondered why there was 
such a difference in what safe 
exposure was ." he said . 
"MSHA standards require no 
more than two fibers per 
cubic centimeter, when both 
the EPA and OSHA seem to 
agree that there is no safe 
level a t all." 

According to the s tudy 
conducted by MSHA, 23 air 
samples were tested for 
asbestos with none register­
ing higher than one fiber per 
cubic centimeter. Two bulk 
samples tested found no 
asbestos detected. 

Phil Howard. assistant Ari­
zona Sta le Mine Inspector . 
said his office has yet to 
review the results and there­
fore has not determined if the 
air quality is something that 
should be studied further. 

Although the asbestos lev­
els came back safe, as classi­
fied by Chris topher Findlay of 
MSHA s tudies have shown 
that e~en a small amount of 
asbestos can be harmful. 

A study conducted by the 
University of Minnesota 
showed that workers expo~ed 
to less than two fibers per 
cubic centimeter were sus­
ceptible to higher health risks 
than those who were not 
exposed to any asbestos. ~e 
study, however , didn't specify 
the health risks to those not 
breathing in the n:inute 
amounts on a daily basis. . 

John Sokolich can be 
r e a che d at 
jsokolich@aztrib.com or at 
876-2526. 
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Photos by Michael Ging/The Arizona Republic 

Sun City resident Arne Bid~trup can se~ Vulcan Mate.rial~ Co. from ~is back y~rd. The lig~ts used during recent con­
struction, he said, enable him to read his newspaper m his house without turm~g on any lights. 

SC protests gravel pit 
Residents seek controls on longtime operation 

By David Madrid 
The Arizona Republic 

Vulcan Materials Co. in­
sists it is a good neighbor. 

But some Sun City resi­
dents say the massive sand 
and gravel operation near 
Bell Road on the Agua Fria 
River doesn't belong next to 
a residential neighborhood. 

And though complaints of 
noise, dust and lights com­
ing from the plant 24 hours a 
day were explained away as ,, 
the byproducts of plant con­
struction that is ending in a 
week, the neighbors are not 
satisfied. 

Arne Bidstrup com­
plained about lights so 
bright at the plant that he 
could read his newspaper in 
his house at night without 
turning on his own lights. 
The Sun City resident, 
whose back yard overlooks 
the sand and gravel opera­
tion, also complained about 
non-stop noise and work 
schedules. 

But the noise and lights 
were due to the construc­
tion and remodeling of an 
asphalt plant, said Mark 
Reardon, vice president and 
general manager of Vul­
can's Arizona and New 
Mexico operations. Vulcan 
is based in Birmingham, 
Ala. 

"The noise and dust will 
be reduced by all the up­
graded equipment," Rear­
don said. 

Bidstrup acknowledges 
that the noise and dust have 
been reduced since his first 
complaints. 

The sand and gravel operation near Bell Road and the 
Agua Fria River has been there since the 1960s. 

-------,,------­
All we're asking for is let's have 

some testing done and find out what 
kind of pollutants are coming out of 

there. · 

Arne Bidstrup 
Sun City resident 

-"-----------•-----------
Yet he and other Sun City 

residents aren't satisfied. 
They complain that the sand 
and gravel facility's asphalt 
recycling plant is producing 
odors. 

"All we're asking for is 
let's have some testing done 
and find out what kind of 
pollutants are coming out of 
there," Bidstrup said. 

But he's not likely to get 
much help from some of his 
state legislators. 

Sen. Ed Cirillo, R-Sun 

City West, said his main con­
cern is that trucks coming 
in and out of the plant are 
adhering to pollution stand­
ards. Most of the problems 
the Sun City neighbors were 
complaining about were 
most likely from the con­
struction, he said. 

"I think the new plant will 
be better than the old one," 
he said. 

Gordon Rosier, director 
of the Sun City Homeown­
er's Association, complains 

that there are no environ­
mental impact studies or 
public hearings required 
for sand and gravel mining 
operations. 

"It doesn't do much good 
to build a plant and then 
have the public respond," 
Rosier said. 

Reardon points out that 
the sand and gravel plant 
has been there since the 
1960s. 

"We operate in 22 states 
and we think we are the best 
neighbor of anyone in our 
business," he said. 

Homeowners Associa-
tion officials asked Sen. 
Brenda Burns, R-Glendale, 
to help put some controls on 
the sand and gravel opera­
tions. 

They requested that the 
Legislature ask the federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency to come out and test 
the emissions from the 
plant. 

Burns said she would like 
to have a meeting with resi­
dents, officials from the 
county, the state Depart­
ment of Environmental 
Quality, city entities, legis­
lators and those from the in­
dustry to work out the 
problems . . 

But she said that she 
would not call the EPA, but 
rather the residents should 
contact their congressman, 
U.S. Rep. Bob Stump, R­
Ariz., if they desire EPA ac­
tion. 

Reach the reporter at 
david.madrid@arizona 
republic.com or (602) 444-6926. 
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Recycling efforts on the rise in Sun Cities 
· h 1 f 1 . Rec ycling donations are up 20 aluminum cans in Sun City and Sun Residents e p u . . percent in the Sun Cities. . City West. The items then are 

when it comes to 
filling local bins 
3y ANNE RYMAN 
, un Cities Independent 

Sun Citian Don Nichols pulls a 
;tack of newspapers out of the 
trunk of his Grand Torino. 

tt l 've been recycling for 17 
years, tt he says as he carries his 
papers to join the other stacks 
inside the Lions-sponsored bin 
behind the Greenway Terrace 
Shopping Center. 

"I didn't (recycle) until I came to 
Sun City. I think everyone is pretty 
conscious of doing it. tt he says. 

A growing number of people are 
doing what Mr. Nichols is doing -
donating to area newspaper bins. 

Photo by TYSON KUHRT/Sun Cltie1 Independent 

Mac Wortman bundles and stacks newspapers at the bin 
behind the Sundome Shopping Center. More than five tons of 
newspapers are donated to local bins each day and Lions 
offlclals even greater numbers In 1992. 

Gene Gravlin, chairman of the donated to the Lions. 
Lion's recycling project, attributes Sydney Parks, one of the owners 
the increase to more donations at of Parks and Sons, says the com­
existing bins and the s tart of a pany runs eight recycling routes 
curbside recycling program by right now and plans to add four 
Parks and Sons. more in mid-February, which will 

Originally, it was thought the include rout.es in Youngtown. 
curbs ide program would reduce The company hopes to have 
donations to the bins, but the most of the routes in Sun City and 
opposite is true. Recycling dona- Sun City West completed by the 
tions are up 15 percent to the bins, end of the year. 
Mr. Gravlin says. The Lions accept Mr. Gravlin expects donations to 
newspaper and glass at 18 bins in be up . 30 percent when the 
Sun City, Sun City West and company completes the curbside 
Youngtown. Newspapers make up routes. And while more people arc 
the bulk of the donations. recycling, some still have 

The curbside program increased misconceptions about what recy­
donations by 5 percent, Mr. Gravlin cling facilities will accept. 
says. Parks and Sons, which began "They bring plastic and phone 
curbside recycling on four of its 28 books into the bins all the time," 
routes in June, picks up news­
papers, glass jars and bottles and ■ See RECYCLE, Page 3 



■ RECYCLE 
Mr. Gravlin says. The Lions don't 
accept these two items because it 
doesn't have a buyer for them, he 
says. 

"We only accept what we can 
make money on." After expenses, 
the project nets about $165,000 per 
year. 

Because people move into the 
area or return from other homes, it 
makes getting the message across 
difficult Even though the program 
is "old hat" to many residents, to 
some it is new, he says. 

Not understanding can lead to 
frustration, says Chuck Jongert, 
manager of ABCO Recycling, 
12229 Grand Ave., El Mirage. 

"People don't understand because 
they've never been instructed. 
They're told to recycle but not 
how," he says. He adds he recently 
had a call from someone who 
thought there was no place near the 

Sun Cities to take plastic items to 
be recycled. 

Mr. Jongert says ABCO recycl­
ing accepts plastic if people tum in 
their aluminum cans as well. ABCO 
accepts glass, cardboard and plastic 
but does not pay money for them. 

"It's economically not feasible to 
do," Jongert says. "There's really no 
money in plastic. If (we're) lucky, 
(we) break even," he says. 

For the most part, people follow 
the directions given to them on 
flyers provided by Parks r.nd Sons, 
says Ms. Parks. 

Ms. Parks stresses that curbside 
recycling is not meant to be a 
substitute for the bins. "We don't 
want people to stop talcing it to the 
bins." 

Julio Hernandez, co-owner of J 
& R Recycling, 12910 W. Santa Fe, 
Surprise says most people follow 
the recycling rules. 

"Maybe a first-time customer 
doesn't know about the guidelines," 
he says. Mr. Hernandez accepts 
glass bottles and paper which he 
donates to the Lions but asks that 
newspapers have no coupons or 
inserts in them. He says 10mCtimes 
people cut up telephone books and 
try to insert them into the news­
papers. 

Mr. Hernandez says he will 
accept plastic al~ but does not get 
receive much of iL J & R Recycling 
buys aluminum, radiators, copper, 
brass, batteries, lead, stainless steel 
and nursery-seed cans. 

ABCO Recycling buys fenous 
and oon-fmous metals. aluminum, 
batteries, electric motors, radiators 
and altttnators. It does not accept 
magazines, styrofoam, plastic bags 
or phone books, Mr. Jongctt says. 

The local Soroptimists maintain 
four drop-off locations for 

From Page 1 

aluminum cans: Thunderbird Plaza 
Shopping Center, 99th and 
Thunderbird Boulevard; Greenway 
Terrace Shopping Center, 99th 
Avenue and Greeenway Road; 
Plaza del Sol Shopping Center, 
107th and Peoria Avenues; Bell 
Camino Shopping Center, Del· 
Webb Boulevard and Bell Road. 



Sun City residents begin efforts 
to ban smoking throughout county 
By BRET MCKEAND 

A group of Sun City residents who were successful in their 
attempt to have smoking banned in area recreation centers are 
now seeking a similar ban county-wide. 

The Smokers Association of Sun City, led by Sidney J. 
Goldman, have begun gathering signatures in an effort to con­
vince county supervisors that a law should be adopted which 
would prohibit smoking in all public places throughout Marico­
pa County. 

"We (Sun City) are unincorporated and so we are unprotect­
ed," says Goldman. 

"If we want smoking banned throughout the county, it will be 
up to our supervisors to take action." 

It was Goldman who led the fight to have smoking banned in 
all Sun City recreation centers back in 1983. The group first 
organized in March of that year and soon began circulating 
petitions in an effort to have the issue voted upon by the entire 
Rec Centers membership. 

Goldman and his supporters gathered 7,052 signatures by 
September, 1983, and in December, the smoking ban issue was 
approved by a majority of the voting members. 

The matter didn't end there. In fact, it was just beginning. 
Another group of residents felt the ban was a violation of 

their civil rights and contested its validity in Superior Court. 

Their challenge was eventually dismissed. 
In an unprecedented move, the R~c Cen_ters Board of _Direc­

tors held a second election on the issue m 1984. Agam, the 
membership approved the ban, 17,392 to 14,987. . 

At the time, one of the criticisms leveled against the adoptton 
of a smoking ban would be that it would have an adverse effect 
on the sale of homes in Sun City. 

Goldman says the smoking ban has not hurt the sales of 
homes in Sun City over the past three years. Citing figures he 
collected from the Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc., he says 
1,975 homes were sold in 1984 (the year the ban went into af­
fect), 1,641 in 1985 and 1,846 last year. 

In the first five months of 1987, says Goldman, 740 homes 
were sold. "If it continues throughout the year at this rate, the 
total for 1987 should be about 1,776." 
· Goldman says the next logical step is to ban tobac~o smokin_g 
in public places throughout the county. He _says his gr'?up 1s 
working with a number of other non-smokmg groups m the 
county to have a county-wide smoking ban adopted. 

"We are urging people to write or call Carole Carpenter 
(District 4 County Supervisor)," says Goldman. 

"We hope to present our petitions to the Board of Supervisors 
Sept 10 and request that smoking be banned in all public places 
throughout the county." 
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A wall bearing a message welcoming visitors to Sun City sits on one of the community's grassy medians. 



Median. event 
Opinions vary on plan to replace grass with gravel 

By Su1an Martin 
Guetui Northwest Bureau 

SUN CITY - Maricopa 
County may or may not have a 
fight on its hands over a proposal 
to convert medians south of 
Grand Avenue from grass to 
desert landscaping. 

Residents interviewed by The 
Phoenix Guette have expressed 
approval, disapproval or indiffer­
ence toward _the plan, but they 
generally agree it is best for 
conserving water. 

One organization has rro­
claimed its opposition. Citi1-ens 
for Self Government says the 
county would not spend enough 
money to make an attractive 
desert landscape, such as is 
present along Johnson Boulevard 
in Sun City WesL 

"What. they have in mind is 
· more bare-ground medians. Pic­

ture a vacant lot 60 feet wide and 
eight miles long," stated a CSG 
leaflet delivered to residents Jiv. 
ing south of Grand. 

Officials from the county High­
way Department have asked the 
Sun City Home Owners Associa-1 

tion to gather residents' opinions 
on the matter before a decision is 
reached. 

Conversion of the medians 
north of Grand Avenue six years 
ago sparked some protest as Del 

A worker mows the grass along a median on Alabama Avenue. 

E. Webb Development Co. pre­
pared to turn its median mainte• 
nance chores over to the county. 

Public Works Direct.or Robert 
F.sterbrooks said he favors elimi- • 
nating the grass - which is 
irrigated - but keeping the trees 

and creating an attractive setting. 
He said conversion in the near 

future would be practical because 
Sun City Water Co. plans to 
install new water lines in the area. 
Also, the change would comply 
with a mandate by the Depart-

The Phoeni1t Gazette 

ment of Water Resources to cut 
back on non-.essential water uses. 

Esterbrooks said that during 
the summer the approximately 
eight miles• of grassy medians 
require about 200,000 gallons of 

See • Medians, NW-0 



e Media ns· ___________ _...;.;;.._ ___ rr_om_,'lil_vv_-,.. 
water a day, and six county mainte- the grass, although it increases. the Elizabeth Olson also prefers grass scaping would be acceptable · 
nance workers spend most of their humidity in the area. . but is concerned about saving "but the desert is a mess to cle1 
hours mowing the strips. "When I look outside I'd like to water: "I haven't made my mind up up." 

Edith Richardson, who lives, see green ..• but for conservation, yet. I'm not sure how it would The Arizona native added: 
along 107th Aveaue, said she ap. they should put in gravel ..• We · look." love the grass, but I'm used tot 
proves of the proposed plan. . should go for. it and be desert. Whatever is best for eve, 

"They're out there working all open-minded." Fern Lamb said either land- body concerned." the time. They mow whether there's 1r-=,;_ __________ ..;_ ____________ irr-----------
any grass or not - it's always dusty 
in the house." 

She added: "I like the· green 
grass, but there's nothing seriously 
wrong with desert." 

Marjorie Skrocki said any con­
version along 107th should be 
delayed. • 

"It won't be long before they'll 
have to widen the street because of· 
th~ heavy traffic, so why not wait 
and do it all at once?" 

She said water use would not be 
so high except that the pipes have 
broken a number of times in the 
past few years. 

Margaret Schramka, a resident 
for 24 years, said it !'makes no 
difference" whether the medians 
are grass or desert. 

"It's cooler with the grass, but all 
the dogs go out there," she said. 

Marian Crismond agrees that the 
grass is cooler and wants it to 
remain, -but suggested installing 
sprinklers in order to use less water. 

"I would hate to have the grass 
gone, but it is wasteful," said 

· Crismond, whose front yard has 
suffered several floods after water 

, lines have broken. 
Steve Hansen, who also lives , 

along 107th, said the gravel would 
increase the heat. He suggested 
reducing the width of the medians · 
and widening the road. 

"It's so pretty to look miles down 
and see all the grass and palm 
tiees," he said. 

Bill Langdon, · who lives along · 
Alabama Avenue, said he prefers 

I 



Sun Cities -reluCtantlY ~8flracting5~ 
,.. I t . d. , Ja '-f ueve opmen 1n surroun 1ng area 
:,. 

By JIM WALSH 
Northwest Valley Bureau 

First, cot ton fields became a sprawling rrtircment island 
full of neat houses separated hy green golf courses and 
spot less st ret>ls. 

A SC'cond, ~mailer island then was addC'd in t.hc far 
northwest Valley, with larger houses separated by even more 
golf' rourscs. 
• Hut de\'elopers other than the Drl K Webb Development. 

Co., which built Sun Cit.v and Sun City West, the nation's 
largest retirement kingdom, are getting set. to surround the 
islands with a metropolis. 

":\nytime. you ha\·e land being deve,lopfd, it changes the 
character of the area," ·said I<ate Hansen, vice presid<'nt of 
RG \V Cos.,. planner of Desert Harbor, a master-planned 
community ·in Peoria that. bounds Sun City's eastern \Vall 
abo\'e-Thunderbird Hd. 

Perhaps t.he most drastic change could result. from a plan 
to build a community for 70,000 to 80,000 residents on 7,000 
acre;; west of(; rand Awnue, near Sun City West. 

In about a month, the l•:ste!'. Co. will decide whrther the 
new communit y, a mixture of family and retirement housing . 
and clean industry, will be buil t, said Hon. Haarer, president. 
oft he compm1y . 
• Palmer-Whitehead Inc., a Phoenix real-estate company 

tJ1at owni; the property, has asked Surprise to annex the land. 
··::· In fi ve, ,.10 years, Y<!U won't recogni.:e Surprise," said 
·Payne Palmer, vice president of' Palmer-Whitehead Inc. 
-:- Bill Forn~an, president of t.he Sun City Homeowners 
Association, said many residents fled the traffic, long lines 

· and franti~ pace of' major Midwestern and Eastern cities 
when they !noved to the retirement. haven. 

Alon!{ with attracting mme people to thr arra. nc•w 
developments are likely tn prndure and t:ompound such 
problems as traffic, Forman said. 

"The traffic is going to build. There's no doubt ahuu1 
that," he said. "The use of shopping cen1ers is !(oing 10 
increase. That's good for busines~ owners, hut. difficult for 
t.he people who live here." 

Wit.h more people in the area, "there might. he the 
potential" for a rise in Sun City's low incidence of' crime, said 
Bert Brosius, an exerut i\·e offi<"er of' the Sun City l'os~e. 

The posse is preparinl{ for t.he population growth by 
plannin~ its first. organized drive to recruit members this fall 
for increa::.ed pat mis, b.e said. · 

ln Sun City West, Allen f!c1\vell, chairman of the l'rnpn1.y 
Owners ancl Residents Assl>ciation's planning committ Pe, 
concedes that I.he developments currnnt ly under c·onst I'll!'! ion 
"are very 111ce. They're ·molded after the Sun Cities." 

But, like many residents, Powell said he worrips about 
mban sp_rm~I $wailowing the area with look•nlike ro111·£•n ie1H·t· 
stores and tacky strip de\·elopments. 111 th is nightnrnn·. il(•II 
l{oad would hPcomc the west Valley equivalen1 of .-\pal'he 
Trail. 

However, Surprise Town ManagN Harold Yingling said 
growth "is giiing to happen anyway. Let's plan it. and do i1 in 
an mderly fashion." 

Yingling said he realizes many Sun Cit.y and Sun Cit\' 
\Vest residents like their communit ies just fine and don't 
want the area t.o change, hut "we haven't got ours made \'et, 
like t.hey have." 

For Surprise and surrou11di11g towns, the l{J'OIVI h "has to he 
very beneficial," he said. "It creates an economic boost. It's 

· - AUrac:ting, K\·trH :I 

· I Development surrounding Sun City I 
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Major developments planned, under con1 

struction or completed in the northwest Val· 
ley include Paradise Resort, north of Sun 
City in Peoria, with 950 recreational vehicle· 
travel trailer lots; Rose Gardens, in Surprise 
between Sun City and Sun City West, 400 
mobile home spots built and 200 planned; 
Desert Harbor, in Peoria east of Sun City on 

Gus Walker tRepub!•c 

Thunderbird Boulevard, with 2,400 housing 
units planned along a 46-acre artificial lake; 
Brookview Estates and Country Club, in 
Surprise between Sun City and Sun City 
West, with 880 resident ial lots; Sierta 
Grande Hotel and Resort in El Mirage; Tne 
Founta ins, in Peoria east of Sun City, 
a 60-acre. 880-unit planned communit~. 
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J:\tt_racting 
Continued from Extra I 

l{OiJlg to generate jobs and revenue." 
. r,he mere mention of sprawl irks 

many of the developers. They say 
that.their communities will produce 
"a quality environment" and t.hat 
t,0 .do · "t-her.wise makes little busi­
ne8s·sense. 

'l'he builders vow not to repeat 
t.hn1tistakes that led to the bland 
a_nd undist.inctive appearance of 
some Y.al!.ey areas. . 

."Thafs exactly what we're tryinl{ 
to avqid. Nobody wants that.," said 
Mai'lihall Gre~nberg, president of 
the Northwest Development Group, 
which promotes growth in the area. 
. -"It's a lot easier to market (a 
nice} product~" · Paimer said. "It's 
what ·people want. It's self-interest 
for the developer.'.' 

Ted Micek, marketing director 
for Mountain View Development, 
builders of Brookview Estates and 
Country Club in Surprise west of 
Sun.~City,, said the high cost of land 
in lbe area .should shut out poorly 
pla.np~d ~nd badly built develop­
ments. 

·.Micek said property costs $8 to 
$16~per square foot, so only nice 
developments can generate the 
profits investors expect. 

·. Greenberg said that Sun City 
aild" Su,n City West have set the 
stanflar.d for area development and 
thalifna'rketing studies confirm the 
seiw.ts will accept nothing but the 

~un ~it; and Sun· City West are 
vei;if._wetl~planned · communities," 
satt;Wim Moyer of Oayspring Devel­
op~erit. Co:,· one of three partners 
in ,;Jie Fountains, a 60-acre mas­
ter;e.Jan!1ed cpmmunit.y at Bell 
Roag!11nd 8-7th.Aven~, · 
' "1~pse communities· will retain 

-their flavor." · . 
gntertainment and restaurants 

wilft~ ·near Sun City and Sun City 
W~t and are wanted by residents, 
Moy'j!r said. 

".$e\!eral ·developers interviewed 
recently agreed that-the retirement 
C!)mmunities are a magnet for 
deytlopment, begrudgingly conced­
iiuf;J°hey are a golden magnet at 
that!'. . . 

.: ~~bb' estimates the net worth of 
58,000 Sun City and Sun City West 
r~nt..~ at $5.8 billion, with that 
ITJrt~ growiog ·about $·160 million 
ye'ij;y as abotJt J ,600 retirees mi­
~ tp Sun City West. 

:'Q~e .company says the elderly 
r!l'6idents have deposited more than 
$i~b}llion in area savings instjtu­
tii't.ni and in 1984 spent more than 
$2p!}million for retail goods. 

·1,l:thouµh some dev.elopments, 
ll;Ut}i~as · Pueblo Norte oo Thunder­
bird.,&ulevard in Peoria near Sun 
Cit.yi .ar_e aimed at ·retirees, many 
oth~_are not. 

<B~ookview will probably have an 
age'1estriction of 40 or older for its 
880.residen-ts. 
~ '~three-story Sheraton Hotel in 
~~oolcview. will appeal iaq{ely to 
fribj,}is . of Sun City and Sun City 
W~t residents-visiting during I.he 
wiii.t:er, but it is expected to attract 
other ' vacationers as well, Micek 
safd; . 
, 'Poe· Fo·un~ins may have some 

rei.i~ement sections but will aim at 
a1J-i°egments of the housing market, 
Mh1er sa.id. 
: ;\-r,d while 'Desert Harbor and the 

F'.s~ developments also may ac­
coll}modate small caches of retirees, 
thei;mostly are aimed at attracting 
y<,pnger residents. 
· The area· has a shortage of patio 
hQllles and town houses for young 
profj!Ssionals without children who 
will• be drawn to the area by Sperry 
FJjght Systems' expansion in Glen­
dale and . other high-technology 
rompanies along the Black Canyon 
J,~reeway, Desert Harbor's Hansen 
i;aid. 

;. Desert Harbor, which also plans 
a} luxury hotel, expects to offer 
2·490 homes and have a population 
ofmore ·than 5,000 with two persons 
per household, she said. 

;-The ·development has a nautical 
theme with a 46-acre lake 12- to 
J,6-;fiie.t deep, with many lots offer­
iril{ lake frontage. , 
··:'Greenberg advocates using the 

.Santa Fe railroad I.racks along 
Grand Avenue as a commuter train 
serviee · to Phoenix, but concedes 
that- the- railroad doesn't think it 
could make a profit and opposes the 
idea . 
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Congressmen push sewer protect : 
, Reiease of funding for instaUa- cini notified the HOA that he will the regional concerns addressed as ~ 

tion of the 75th A venue sewer line contact the Environmental Protec- quickly as possible in order that the H 

has taken a major step forward tion Agency to seek immediate same situation which is transpiring 6 through efforts of Arizona con- release of federal funds for the with the 75th Avenue project does z 
gressmen, Home Owners Associa- project. not reoccur." :s:: 
tion ,president Mike Komar Earlier, Congressmen Bob THE 99TH A VENUE interceptor ~ 
.believes. Stump and Eldon Rudd indicated line, planned for installation in the >-3 

Last week, Sen. Dennis DeCon- they, too, have asked the EPA to 1980s, is designed for capacity as 
expedite release of the funding. the ultimate solution to Sun City's 
· THE HOA HAD contacted the sewage load problem. · 
three legislators, asking them to in- DeConcini said Michael Crusa, 
tervene on behalf of residents for his special projects director in 
the long awaited project that will Phoenix, will work closely with 
provide temporary relief for Sun Komar until the matter is resolved. 
City's problem of sewer line Both Stump and Rudd notified 
overload. Komar they have contacted EPA 

"I think this will give us the 75th officials concerning the funding 
Avenue line by the end of the delay. . 
year," Komar said on receipt of "I can appreciate DeConcini's 
DeConcini's letter Friday., position on the 99th Avenue 

"It is my·position to contact the project," Komar said. "We need to 
agency requesting immediate solve the immediate problem first, 
release ·of the necessary funds for and that is 75th A venue. 
construction of the interim 75th 
A venue project," the senator "WHAT WE NEED is political 
wrote. pilll, and now we are getting it." 

THE EPA has delayed funding Crusa met with Komar and HOA 
while it explores alternatives in the board member Ellis Danner last 
context of a regional system week and was given data compiled 
analysis, DeCon~ini said. by Danner's study committee. 

"The regional concerns outlined "With the concert'ed efforts now 
by the agency do have validity, and being made to get this thing going, 
I will then ask that the agency we feel there is an excellent chance 
review possible alternatives for the that our target of completion by the 
99th A venue interceptor sewer, end of 1977 will be met," Komar 
taking into consideration the needs said Friday. 
of other localities, Youngtown, "Since the total sewage disposal 
Goodyear, Avondale, and bl f th· 
Tolleson," he continued in his let- pro em or IS area takes in not 
ter. . only Sun City but Youngtown, 

. Peoria, Glendale, Phoenix, and 
"Included in this request will be other communities,'it is ultimately 

my strong urging and desire to see a matter of total cooperation." 
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-
Legislators act . . . \ 

on sewer issue , 
--- - -

Local efforts to expedite funding 
for construction of area sewer lines 
have prompted action from two 
Arizona congressmen. 

Rep. Bob Stump of District 3 has 
contacted the Environmental Pro­
tection Agency Administrator ask­
ing for quick release of federal 
funds for the sewer line projects. 

In addition, an aide to Sen. 
Dennis DeConcini is to meet with 
Home Owners Association 
president Mike Komar this- week 
for more familiarization on the 
sewer issue, including short-range 
and long-range implications. 

LAST MONffl, HOA officials - -- ,-
sent a detailed report on the sewer 
problem to DeConcini, Stump, and 
Re~. Eldon Rudd of District 4 
asking their aid in getting approval 
f~r funding to install new sewer 
lmes. 

Komar also wrote to the mayors 
of area communities asking that 
they contact legislators on the 
sewer topic. 

Youngtown Mayor Norman 
Sh~enk consequently wrote to 
Arizona congressmen, including 
Sen. Barry Goldwater, on the 
matter, and Komar last week 
~xpressed gratitude for Shrenk's 
mterest. 

FUND~G approval apparently 
ha~ ~ mto snags at the EPA 
offi~e m San Francisco. Plans call 
for installation of an interim line on 
75th Avenue to relieve line loads to 
the Phoenix regional treatment 
plant as the first project. 
. De~ncini indicated his interest 
m helping speed the plans during a 
talk in Sun City early in June. 

Last week, Komar received 8 
letter from Stump, includini 8 
copy of another letter Stwnp bu 
sent to EPA administr.ator Ooullaa 

IN TUE letter to Costle, Stump 
wrote ttiat ttii 1"bfem bas existed 
since 19&1 and that Sun City and 
surrounding communities have 
been trying to solve it. 

"As of June 10, urn, there have 
been several delays in the paper 
processing through the EPA San 
Francisco office," Stump wrote. 

"The prospects of construction 
getting underway to complete the 
urgently needed interim sewer 
project on 75th Avenue will be 
delayed again unless your office 
directs,.. immediate approval of a 
construction grant and takes 
immediate action to proceed witb 
the present plan. 

"At the present time there exista 
a serious health menace. 

"EQUALLY serious are the 
~elays in obtaining a 99th Avenue 
~terceptor sewer, which has run 
into several snags with EPA." 

Stump requested Costle's 
~ssistance resolving the funding 
issue so. constru~tion can begin at 
the earliest possible time. 

Komar praised Stwnp's action 
~nd the interest he has shown in the 
ISsue. Komar said he also plans tb 
confer with Mayor Sterling Ridge 
of Gl~dale to learn if Ridge bas 
contacted legislators on the 
matter. 
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H1EALTH M~NACE Cl1iED 

EPA Urged T-o ~~ Sewers 
~,--.J-•~- • Glendale a )l d Phoe- I 

By HELEN CORNELL 
Gazette Correlpondent 
Congressman B ob 

Stump, D-Ariz., has asked 
Douglas M. Costle, new 
administrator of tile U.S. 
Environmental Protecliion 
Agency, to speed up two 
sewer projects f o r the 
west side wtiere "serious 
health menace exists." 

In a letter to Costle, 
Stump said, "Since 1961 
the cities of Sun City and 
Glendale and surrounding 
communities (Phoenix, 
Peoria) have been work­
ing toward solving a long­
standing sewer disposal 
problem. 

"AS OF June 10, 1!117, 
there have been several 
delays in 1he paper pro<> 
essing through the EPA, 
San Francisco office. The 
prospects of construction 
gclting underway to com­
plete the urgently needed 
interim sewer project on 
75th Avemie will be 
delayed again unless your 
office directs immediate 
approval of ii construction 
grant and takes immedi,. 
ate action to proceed with 
the present plan. 

"Equally serious a r e 
the delays in obtaining a 
99th Avenue interceptor 
sewer, wtich has rim intn 
several snags with EPA." 

Th e Sun City Home 
Owners Association with 
t n e help of Giendale's 
director of engineering 
c o m p i I e d a detailed 
history of both projects 
and the problems, encoun­
tered by west side com­
munities in gettiz!g a d e­
quate sewage systems. 

HOA PRESIDENT Mike 
Komar sent the informa­
tion to area congressmei, 
legislators, county o f f i­
cials and to the mayors of 
neighboring communities 
asking their help in get­
ting the projects "off 
dead center." 

YOllllgtown Mayor N o r- nix ee negotiating arl 
man 9lreok sent letters agreeipent to provide up 
to Sen. Barry Goldwater, to 4.6 million gallons per 
Stump and Sen. Dennis day sewage eapacity in a 
DeConcini, as well as to Phoenix line on 75th Ave-
west side state legislators nue south of Indian School 
asking them to urge EPA Road. That capacity will 
to move ahead on t h e relieve t h e overload de-
projects. mands on the 83rd Avenue 

The sun City Taxpayers line- now shared by west 
Asoociation and Sun City side communities. 
Town Meeting Association • Glendale City-O>uncil 
also have taken a lead in 
urging solution to t h e and Phoe!H City Council 
sewer problems. ,,. must approve that agree­

ment. 
HERE'S H O W things 

stand m t h e interim e Glendale will call Ior 
project: . construction bids. 

• J i m Scanlan, assist,. - --,.. - -
ant cNef of 1he Water 
Quality Control Bureau, 
State Health Deperlment, 
said EPA officials were in 
town this week. County, 
state and EPA officials 
have reviewed project de­
signs by J o h n Carollo 
Engineers and m ad e 
some :recommendations to • 
t h e firm by telephone. 
Written plan reviews are 
to follow. 

e B o b Preisler of 
Carollo Engineers said the 
d e s i g n modifications 
made by phOne have been 
completed. As soon as the 
written review is received 
from county, state a n d 
E PA officials, and the 
firm is sure necessary 
revisions h a v d be e n 
made, the plans will be 
turned over to the project 
coordinator. 

• Once plans are ap­
proved, Glendale can take 
1he next step, in submit­
ting an application for 75 
percent federal g r a n t 
funds f o r construction. 
The projects are funded 
one step at a time. 

• Formal approval of 
the construction grant ap­
plication may take four to 
s i x weeks. However, 
Scanlan said funds a r e 
available a n d will be 
released for ~ P!O'j~ 

Glendale has been faced 
with problems all along 
the way in_getting the in­
terim project a n d 99th 
Avenue project built. The 
m a j o r interceptor is 
slated for completion by, 
1982. Plals have been 
delayed tlllil a study of 
tile entire cocmty is com-
plet.ed to detennine how 
much area bas to be 
served by that l.ille, Scan· 
Ian said. 

~E, since the 
interim project plans be­
gan, Phoenix has been 
faced with it own growth 
on th~ west side. There is 
I e s s sewage capacity 
available than Glendale 
had hoped. Details are be- ] 
ing worked out, but Glen­
dale may have to stand 
ready to come up with 1 
enough funds to build a 
separate parallel line if 
Phoenix needs the interim 
capacity for its own use 
before the 99th Avenue 
project is complete. 

The 75th Avenue in­
tmm project h as been 
estimated at $538,000. The 
99th A venue will be a 
m u l t i m i 11 i o n -dollar 
project. Public w o r k s 
grant funding will ,mean 
communities h a v e to 
oome up with only 2.5 per­
cent matchlng funds, in­
s t e a d of t h e entire 
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VF SC ENVIROMENT 

Sewage Station 
'L 

:Is ·1n Operation 
• By HELEN CORNELL 
: Gazette Correspondent 
; Officials of S u n City 
•Home Owners Association 
:appear satisfied! that a 
;sewage holding pond! at 
99th Avenue and Olive is :under control. 

; T h e old controversial 
liolding pond built in 1969 
: a n d sometimes called 
"the world's largest cess­

:pool" h a s been phased 
:out. It was filled in with 
•dirt removed in building a 
~ew cement based pond 
!t}lat has been in operamon 
:5ince early June. 
• Nobody wanted either 
pond, but .the holding ca­
_l)acity is essential for Sun 
City until the· proposed 
major gravity flow inter­
ceptor sewer line is com­

»>leted on 99th A venue, 
coroetime in the 1980s. 
-oPERATION OF the 

,oew pond and lift station 
as explained to associa­f on officers and com-

( 

mittee members yester­
day by Bill Raymo, man­
ager of Sun City Sewer 
Co. 

D u r i n g an on-site in­
spection, HOA President 
Mike Koma!" told Raymo, 
"It does the trick. This 
certainly alleviates t h e 
situation we had. It's not 
the biggest step, but at 
least we have the situa­
tion under control f o r 
health conditions." 

The pond was empty at 
9 a.m. except for water 
flowing into it from a 
sprinkler system. At 9: 16 
a.m. a lift pump kicked 
on as sewage from Sun 
C i t y flowing i n t o a 
covered wet well reached 
a level where it would 
flow by gravity into the 
holding pond. · 

Raymo said t h e two 
pumps altemate operation 
for eight to 10 hours each 
day. Each is regulated to 
pump 2,500 gallons p er 
minute into a line leading 
into Peoria's interceptor 
at 83rd Avenue and North­
ern. The line enters Glen­
dale's outfall system at 
83rd Avenue and Glen­
dale. 

THE POND is neces­
sary to limit Sun aty's · 
volume into the line dur­
ing hours of peak flow. 

I 

Fri., Aug. 12, 1977 The Phoenix Gazette 

Workings of a new cement lined sewage holding 
pond in Sun City at 99th Avenllit and Olive drew 
the attention this week of officials of Sun City 
Home . Owners Association. !Bill Raymo (pointing), 

Raymo said Sun City's 
peak hours are 9:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. daily, with a 
somewhat greater volume 
on Monday, "wash day,." 

The pond holds about a 
foot depth of sewage at 
peak hours, and empties 
by late afternoon. It is 
drained and washed down 
daily, Raymo said. Solid 
materials· are kept in sus­
pension. An aerator s y s­
tem controls odor. 

The Allis-Chalmers lift 

pumps activate and alter­
nate automatically. Each 
is capable of pumping 4.1 
million gallons of sewage 
per day (3,000 gallons per 
minute), the maximum 
volume forecast for Sun 
City. 

Complejion of a 75th 
Avenue interim project 
will mean approximately 
2.1 mgd will be diverted 
from the lift station to an 
interceptor on 75th A v e­
oue, reducing the volume 
sent through Peoria's line. 

~ 

Gantt. St•ff Photo 

manager of Sun City Sewe·r Co., explains sprinkler 
arid aeration system to Marvin Collins, Paul Mc­
Cluster, Ellis Danner, Mike Kom~r, Bob Milligan, 
Harold J. Henry and Don 'Heff~lfinger, 

THE CEMENT lined 
base of the holding pond 
has a capacity of 800,000 
gallons. However, in the 
event of mechanical fail­
ure anywhere in the sy<;;­
t e m , t b e 20-foot-deep 
structure could hold back 
up to two days' volume if 
necessary, RaiYlll,O sai4. 

W h e n area residents 
complained about the old 
pon~ last year and funds 
f o r t h e 7 5 t h A venue 
project were held up as a 

result, D e I E. W e b b 
Development Co. offered 
to build the new pond and 
lift station. · A brick wall 
surrounds t h e n e w fa­
cility. Raymo estimat.ed 
the total cost to Webb Co. 
at $310,000. 

In explaining the auto­
mation of ·the lift station, 
Raymo-'said the company 
is · seeking permission · ro 
install a high level alarm 
that will sound in the fire 
station _ at 9.9th Avenue 
and Grand Avenue. 



IA 
sewer grant 

ByTIMCLARK 
Staff Writer , 

The U.S. Environmental Protec­
tion Agency Friday authorized a 
grant of $215,966 to construct a part 
of the 75th A venue interim sewer 
project. 

Announcement of the grant, 
made jointly by Sen . . Dennis 
DeConcini and Rep. Bob Stump, 

raised the possibility that the mile­
long line .may be completed by ear­
ly 1978. 

The grant represents 75 per cent 
of · expected construction costs. 
Glendale, which requested the 
funds and has handled the project, 
will be responsible for the remain­
ing 25 per cent of $71,989. 

THE 'G_!tANT will provide partial 

financing for a mile of gravity 
sewer line between Camelback and 
Indian School Road on 75th 
A venue. The line will free capacity 
in other lines so Sun City's sewage 
can be transported to the treat­
ment plant at 91st Avenue and the 
Salt River bottom. 

Harold Goodm,an, Glendale's 
director of engineering and 

- development, said Friday the EPA 
has not forwarded documents to 
complete processing of the grant. 

He said all paperworlt must be 
compl~ted before Glendale can 
advertise for bids and schedule 
construction. 

THE EPA grant came as the 
federal fiscal year closed Friday. 
Sources in the Valley indicated this 
week that the EPA hoped to 

authorize the grant in the 1976-77 
fiscal year rather than having it 
carried over to the new fiscal year. 

Michael Komar, president of the 
Sun City Home Owners Associa­
tion, commented on the EPA ac­
tion: "One down and two to go. " 

He referred to continuing efforts 
to obtain federal funding for the 
99th A venue sewer project, which 
local officials view as the long­
term solution to sewage disposal 
problems on the Westside. · 

THE PROJECT is being handled 
by the City of Phoenix, and 75 per 
cent federal · funding is being 
sought from the EPA. 

The 75th A venue project is view­
ed as a short-term remedy to 
sewage disposal until the 99th 

A venue project can be completed 
sometime in the 1980s. 

The EPA and the Arizona 
Department of Health Services 
first expressed interest in funding 
the 75th A venue project in April 
1975. 

In February 1976, Glendale com­
pleted a facility plan for the project 
but was 'informed two months later 
that Sun City was not eligible for 
federal funding. 

An EPA-required public hearing 
was held in July 1976, and some 240 
Sun Citians appeared to urge the 
EPA to allow federal money for · 
Sun City. 

That appeal was heard, and 
Glendale received a design grant in 
Defember 1976. Friday's grant will 
finance construction of the project. 
------ --- - --

< 
'11 

(fl 

n 

rrJ z 
< 
H 

B 
~ 
rrJ 
z 
i-3 

f-J 
\D 
-.....J 
-..J 

CJ) 
Qi .... 
C , 
Q. 
Qi 
-< 
0 n .... 
0 
g-., •, 



H.O.~ ASKS HILP 
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Congn8ssmer, __ get inf~ i 
tT1 z 

_ on sewage dilem~a ; 
.By JIM CULLISON 

S&affWnter 
Information outlining the 17-year 

history of events leading to· Sun 
City's current sewage dil?posal 
problem has been sent to Arizona 
congressmen in an effort to hasten 
the release of federal funds for 
sewer line improvements. 

The Home Owners Association 
has sent the information to Sen. 
Dennis DeConcini and Re~. Bob 
Stump and Eldon Rudd. 

During an appearance by 
DeConcini in Sun City earlier this 
month, HOA officials asked him to 
take part in efforts to release the 
funding, and he indicated he would. 

ELLIS DANNER, HOA director 
· and chairman of its western 
Maricopa sewer and sewage 
disposal system committee, said 
the only solution to the sewage 

--problem facing Sun City and other 
area communities is to install the 
proposed 75th A venue line and the 
99th A venue interceptor line. 

"That was the solution in i961, 
and here it is 1977 and it still has not 
been done," he said. 

"The problem is money. Th~re 

'&re federal funds available for this 
type of project. What we want to do 
is to get those funds moving." 

I 
DANNER, in preparing the in-

formation for release to the 
legislators, included copies of a 
recent professional journal article 
on .Harold Cahill, head of the En­
vironmental Protection Agency's 
municipal construction division, 
which handles federal funding for 
the kind of sewer project being 
sought. 

The article conveyed a positive 
tone and indicated that President 
Carter is supporting Cahill's office· 
and the new EPA administrator, 
Douglas Costle, has told Cahill to 
\'get the program moving, get the 
money out." 

"They've put themselves on the 
line," Danner said in referring to 
remarks in the article. "Now we 
are saying come forth. 

"IF WE_ COULD get these funds 
turned loose in a month, the 75th 
Avenue project still could be built 
by the end of the year," he said. 
- That project would provide 

enough added line capacity so that 
the new holding pond at 99th and 
Olive avenues could be pumped dry 
every night and cleaned, he said. 
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Mike Komar, HOA president, 
said he will try .to enlist support 
from officials in Glendale, 
Youngtown, Peoria, and Phoenix, 
asking them to contact legislators 
also .. 

All of those communities are 
affected by the westside sewage 
line problem, and Danner's 
committee has been working 
closely with Harold Goodman, 
Glendale director of engineering 
and development, in studying the 
problell).. 

"HAROLD GOODMAN has put 
in enough headaches, hours, and 

work on this to earn a gold medal," 
Danner commented. 

In the backgro~d report sent to 
the legislators, Danner mentioned 
that Goodman does not see 
prospects for beginning cop­
struction on the 75th A venue 
project during 1977, as was the 
intent, unless someone with a high 
level of authority directs im­
mediate action and approval of a 
construction grant. 

"This is the way political action 
takes place in this country," 
Danner said of the move to seek 
elected officials' aid. " Whoever 
yells loudest gets action, and we 

. want action." 
KOMAR SAID he believes 

DeConcini is sincerely interested in 
providing help on the problem and 
added that it also provides Rudd 
and Stump a .chance to "ride herd" 
on the issue. 

In the chronology prepared for 
the legislators,.Danner stated that 

the Del E. Webb Development Co. 
in 1961 proposed to build a sewage 
treatment plant for ·Sun City, but 
area gov.ernin& bodies and health 
authorities opposed the plan, 
preferring installation of the 99~h 
Avenue interceptor to the Phoenix 
treatment plant at 91st Avenue and 
the Salt River. 

Webb instead built oxidation 
ponds near 99th and Olive to handl~ 
the sewage temporarily until the 
interceptor was installed. 

THE TREATMENT plant for 
. Sun City was again proposed in 
1966, but opposition by area 
communities and the county health 
department forced abandonment 
again, Danner's report stated. 

Through a laborious process, the 
75th A venue project finally 
received .concept approval by· the 
·Enviroruriental Protection Agency, 
but Danner said 11 health hazard 
exists and the need for funds to 
begin the construction is urge.nt. 

He added that revisions by EPA 
in handling planning projects has 
resulted in suspension of the en­
vironmental impact statement for 
the 99th Avenue project, a con­
dition he termed serious. 

"Unless the 99µt A venue . in­
terceptor project moves to com­
pletion. in a reasonable period of 
years, even with the comp,letion of 
the 75th Avenue interim proj~ct, 
problems will arise again with 
overloading of the 75th Avenue line 
because growth in the area is 
bound to occur, .and adequate 
handling of the sewage will not be 
provided," he said in his repor~:. _ 
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··HO.A- - - s OJ' ,ln~fluenc -
i.n € ' . Pr:uitiori Of Sew~r Project 

· By Charlene Paranluk Goodman) does not see any engineering vice president Tom 
',The Home Owners Association prospect of construction getting Ryan indicated recently, the 75th 

is pushing for po(itical influence to underway to.complete this urgent- Avenue line would have to be built 
'get federal funding moving for the ly needed intedm project during with locai funds. 
construction of the 75th Avenue 1977 as was · the intent a few "It appears," Ryan explained, 
'Interim Sewer Project in 1977. months ago unless someone at a ''that the EPA is dragging its feet. 
1 T hat a~tion, they hope, will high level of authority directs that We can't wait. The need for the 
come from Sen. Dennis DeConcini i,mmediate action ,be taken... sew~ge Ii~e is now." 
upon his receipt of a " Schedule of "A seriouSJ health menace exists DEVCO, he said, would pay for 
,Events" leading up to the present and local efforts'' since 1961 to S~n 'City' s share-appromixately 
~ti:itus of sewage disposal in Sun resolve , the · problem have not $180,000. 
City and other westside communi: achieved the desired results . Ellis Danner, HOA committee 
,ti~s. The three-page report was Quic~ action on this interim ch~irman, pointed out also, how-
.prepared by. the HOA Western project is essential." . ever, " The key point is that _the 
,Maricopa Sewer and Sewage ' As equally serious to the com- \money for the funding eventually 
,Disposal System Committee. mittee is a revised approach now comes from the people in the area 
, requested by ·EPA regarding the an:Yway. This was our argument 
: · ,During his recent visit in Sun 99th Avenue Interceptor Sewer, last summer. 
City, DeConcini indicated to HOA which is the ' 'ultimate _and . . "The ·solution here is getting 
,J~aders his support and interest in adequate solution to sewage . the federal funqing. We pay more 
:th·e 75th Avenue sewer project and disposal in the area." . than our share of taxes; therefore, 
it~e ultimate 99th Avenue sewer The comm it tee noted that a we ' re entitled to get a little 
line. · recent EPA decision now requires consid~ration back on the billions 

At issue, the HOA committee a new level of coordination and of dollars of federal funds being 
contends,. is " foot-dragging" by . . reorganization of 201 planning spent for these types of projects," 
the Environmental Protection projects in the Phoenix metropoli- Danner continued. 
'Ageµcy !)D delivering the neces- tan area. This, they said,. necessi- "This," he asserted, "is the 
sary' funding to get c~.nstruction tates redoing the .Facility Plan for only way federal funding can help 

1started on the 75th line1 the 99th Ave.nue Project _and has Sun City. Sun City does not qualify 
f To gain even more political i:esulted in suspension of work on no'r need the federal. funding 
'momentum for ptessuring EPA the Environmental Impact State- provided in other areas such as 
authorities , HOA presideqt Mike ment for the project. low-cost'housing . 
.Komar has sent letters to··I>hoenix " Unless the ,99th Avenue " If we could break funds loose 
Mayor Margaret Hance, Peoria project moves to completion in a . this , month," he remarked, "we 
Mayor Manuel Leyva, Glendale reasonable period of ye-ars," the co.uld get- the interim project 
Mayor Sterling Ridge and Young- committee said, "even with · the finished in t977. 'Then we could 
town Mayor Norman Shrenk. completion of. th~~ 75th , Avenue , pump . the holding pqnd on' ~9t~, 

" As of this date, June 10, Interim Project, pr6bletrts w·m ~net Q,live dry every day._ 
1977,' '' fhe rep ort· to DeCoricini ' arise'agaih with ov~loa(ting·of the ... ,The ultimate• solution, of 
reads , . " with several suggested 75th Avenue line." ' course, is the 99th Avenue trunk 

, changes in approach raised by The report said this would ·occur · line w·hich will elim.inate the pond 
EPA ~nd the delays likely in paper because of growth in the area. completely." But D~nner said 
processing through_ the EPA San If EPA funding ,hs not, come,,,_ delays in the .75th Avenue line 
Francisco office, the Glendale through • qµick eft8U1h, Del E. only delay ,building of the 99th 
director of engineering (Harold Webb Development Company Avenue line _to ~even further away. 


