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SUNCTIYHAD 
DROUGIIT IN FIRE HYDRANfS 

Although fire hydrants are wrually provided in plamied 
commimities, it was not tmtil 1965 that anyone thought to 
consider them for SIDl City. 

In J1D1e, 1965, H K. Mulcahy, a local homeowner, noted that 
homeowners within 1,000 feet of a fire hydrant could have 
insurance adjUBtments of their houses, saving $6 to $13 a 
year on insurance. 

After learning from the water company that a hydrant could 
be installed for $675, Mulcahy talked to his neighbors about 
the feasibility of raising enough money to install hydrants. 
Other homeowners expressed concern and he started 
collecting $10 from those interested By July 1, enough 
money had been raised to purchase one hydrant and the first 
one was installed at 107th Avenue and SIDl City Boulevard 

Hydrants didn't become a real issue IDltil October 21, 1965, 
when an editorial in the News-SIDl criticized the SIDl City 
Home Owners Association for its inability to get fire 
hydrants installed throughout the colDIIIIDlity. Then things 
began to happen. 

On December 2, a resident writing humorously for his dog, 
had this letter printed in the News-Stm: '"The past six 
months or so there has been considerable agitation going 
ar01md here regarding the purchase and installing of fire 
hydrants. Maybe it means that we dogs may soon get to 
enjoy this thoughtful addition to the landscape." 

Evidently comrmmity wide sentiment began to take effect 
On December 23, just in time for Christmas, the water 
company let a contract for 48 hydrants. The company would 
make the installation at no cost and Mr. Mulcahy was 
refimded $675. 

By July, 1966, hydrants were installed in all ofS1m City. 

@ Stm Cities Area Historical Society 
1997 Prepared by Albert B. Foster 



VF SC FIRE DEPARTMENT ARI ZONA REPUBLIC DECEMBER 23 , 1991 

Fire board 
rejects 
drug tests 
By Lori Baker 
Staff writer 

. SD_N CITY - The Sun City Fire 
DJStrict Board has said "no" to 
mandatory drug testing for em­
ployees and board members. 

Board Vice Chairman George 
Lange at Tuesday's board meeting 
proposed requiring testing of board 
me~bers. He had asked for the 
testmg of the 44 fire operations 
personnel at a special meeting 
Dec.9. 
' . "I . believe the Sun City Fire 

District Board should submit to 
drug ~ts as an example for other 
Sun City groups and surrounding 
areas, " Lange said. "Fighting 
drugs must be done on the home 
front." 

But Lange's proposals were not 
supported by the other four board 
members. 

Chairman Cyril Rengel said he 
does not believe that mandatory 
drug testing would help the de­
partment. 

"The best way to handle drugs is 
to hir~ people who are experts in 
detectmg changes in behavior " 
Re!_lgel said. ' 

- _Hoard melll.ber .H • .l:'aUi :Saunders / 
said he would not mind talring a 
drug test, but he thinks it would be 
a "waste of monev" because some /I 
drugs are not detected if they are 
not used for a period of time. 

Board member Brayton Willis 
told fellow board members to 
observe ~ actions from day to 
day, and if they believe he's on 
d~, he will pay for a test. If the 

bo
test JS negative, he will bill the 

ard, he said. 
"I don't think I've ever observed 

anyone on the board or in the fire 
department that was suspicious of 

. usmg drugs," Willis said. 

Youngtown Chief of Public 
Safety Michael Branham told the 
Sun City board that mandatory 
drug testing is not done in many 
police and fire departments -
except for newly hired employees 
- because of the cost involved. 
Youngtown contracts with the Sun 
City Fire District to provide fire 
protection. 

"Mandatory drug testing puts 
· everyone in a bad light," Branham 
said. 

In the Sun City Fire District 
newly hired employees are tested 
for drugs, and if employees are 
involved in an accident with an­
other vehicle, a drug test is 
conducted, said Steve Morrow, Sun 

See FIRE, Page 4 
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City Fire District assistant chief. 
An employee suspected of hav­

ing a drug or alcohol problem, is 
asked to submit to testing, Sun 
City Fire District Chief James 
Sebert said. 

In one case, an employee was 
suspected of having alcohol prob­
lems and was fired after refusing 
to participate in counseling, Sebert 
said. 

Board members said they want 
the fire district to become more 
involved in the national Red 
Ribbon Campaign, which is held in 
October. Schools, public safety 
departments and community 
groups have anti-drug activities 
during Red Ribbon Week. 
• An anti-drug message is pro-

vided to the estimated 1,000 
schoolchildren that visit Sun City 
fire stations each year, fire offi­
cials say, 

Rural/Metro Corp., which pro­
vides fire service to Sun City West, 
Litchfield Park, Scottsdale and 
other Arizona communities, has a 
policy allowing mandatory drug 
testing on a random basis for its 
1,700 employees, but it has not 
been implemented since 1986, said 
Marc Terrill, Rural/Metro person­
nel director. 
1 The company does drug testing 
before hiring employees and if an 
employee has been involved in a 
vehicle accident or demonstrates 
suspicious behavior. 

"We don't test to be punitive. 

We do it to help people," Terrill 
said. "We provide substance abuse 
rehabilitation." 

In other business, the fire dis­
trict board did not act~m Lange's 
proposal to have volunteers in­
stead of fire district employees 
install smoke detectors in homes. 

Lange said he believes money 
could be saved by having volun­
teers provide this service. 

However, other board members 
and Sebert said installation of 
smoke detectors by fire depart­
ment employees is a good public 
relations program. Firefighters of­
fer to inspect the homes for 
potential hazards while they are 
installing the detectors, and most 
residents consent to the service. 
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Firefighters face 
· changing role 

MISNOMER?: Maybe­
departments should be 
renamed to reflect what 
they do most -
emergency response 
GINGER SCOTT-EIDEN and TAMARA LEITNER 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

They save birds from chimneys, 
administer child immunizations, replace 
batteries in smoke detectors, chase away 
swarms of angry bees, 

And sometimes they fight fires. 

With the number of fires and fire 
deaths at a record low, firefighters are 
more apt to spend their time at medical 
emergencies, special rescues, hazardous 
material calls and false alarms, rather 
than battling blazes. 

''Those are some of the things· we've 
been doing for a while," said Sun City 
Fire Chief Jim Sebert. 

Sebert said he couldn't say for sure 
whether the number of fires in the Sun 
Cities was at an all-time low, but he said 
the severity of fires isn't as costly as it 
has been in years past 

''The severity and dollar loss Is way 
down," Sebert said. "It really started a 
downturn about 15 years ago when 
things like smoke detectors became a 
common installation." 

In the last 20 years, the number of 
fires in the United States has dropped 
almost in half, from 3.3 million In 1977 
to 1.8 million in 1998, according to sta­
tistics from -the National Fire Protection 
Association. 

Sebert said It's regular practice for 
Sun City firefighters to remove snakes 
from people's homes and yards or release 
a sparrow from someone's vent pipe, · 

"All of our trucks carry snake poles," 
he said, 

Some of the other non-traditional 
duties of the department Include assist­
Ing in bee attacks, vacuuming water 
from a Qooded home or simply giving a 
lost' resfdent directions to the recreation 

IIIUII J, IIOl'P£S/DAILI IIEVIS-S' 

Dave Evans helps Pat Frey into a protective bee suit at Fire Station 1. The tw 
firefighters and their comrades in the Sun Cities rarely fight fires anymore. Most c 
the time they respond to medical emergencies, give flu shots, take blood pressur 
readings, provide counseling and remove snakes and foam swarming bees. 

center or post office, Sebert said, time of need," he said. 
"It's amazing what kind of phone call Fire officials rttribute much of ti 

the fire department can help with in a decline in serious fires to s mo~ 



With the number of fires and fire deaths at a record low, 
firefighters are more apt to spend their time at medical 
emergencies, special rescues, hazardous material calls and 
false alarms, rather than battling blazes. 

detectors. public education and better· 
englneerin_g of buildings and sprinkler 
systems. 

"Basic.ally. when you think about it 
we're putting ourselves out of business." 
said Chandler Fire Captain Dan Couch. 
"We're making buildings more and more 
safe. And, of course. the sprinkler ordl· 
nances are getting mo~e aggressive." 

Scottsdale averages one or two struc­
ture fires a year and less than two 
deaths from fire per year. which is lower 
than the national average for a city of 
200,000 people,. 

This may be the result of Scottsdale's 
Innovative sprinkler ordinance. In the 
early 1970s, the city began using sprln· 
klers to protect large structures. By 
1986 Scottsdale was alone when it 
passed a sprinkler ordinance mandating 
that all buildings, including single-family 
homes, have sprinklers in every room. 
This Includes even the smallest rooms 
from a bathroom to a church 
confessional. 

Scottsdale Is lhe only Valley cily to 
currently enforce this ordinance. 

Mesa also Is trying lo pass an ordi­
nance that would make sprinklers man­
datory In all homes built after May 2000. 
The effort. however, is catching flak frorri 
the Southeast Valley Association of 
Realtors. 

"I think there will be a day in the 
United States - hopefully before 1 pass 
away - where there will never ever be a 
death or injury in a home due lo a fire," 
said Mesa Fire Battalion Chief Gil Dami­
al).i. "I would like lo think that Is going to 
happen someday. Maybe the fire depart­
ment is misnamed. Maybe we should be 
called the emergency department 
because of what we do. We don't Just do 
fires." 

Emergency medical calls dominate 60 
to 80 percent of a Valley firefighter·s 
time. 

Sebert said about a third of the calls 
In the Sun Cities are for medical 

problems. which is similar to neighbor­
Ing cities Glendale and Peoria. The differ­
ence between medical calls in the Sun 
Cities and other Valley areas are that a 
high percentage of the Sun Cities· calls 
are life-threatening. he said. 

·we have heart attacks and strokes in 
the Sun Cities." Sebert said. "Where as 
in cities like Peoria and Glendale they 
have a lot of kids falling and breaking 
their arms." 

Authorities said one of the biggest 
changes between fire departments· medi­
cal services now and 20 years ago is the 
level of care. 

"In the past. the fire department's 
role was more of the first responder med­
ical service. You would do the basics." 
then pass the patient off. said Steve 
Randall, Rural/Metro assistant fire chief. 

"It could be frustrating in the old days 
. when we had to wait for a paramedic to 
get there. There was only so much we 
could do if we got there first.· 

' Now many firefighters also are 
paramedics. 

"There's a lot more life-saving efforts 
that can take place right on the scene. 
rather than just rushing them to the 
hospital," Randall said. 

While the demand for multi-skilled 
firefighters has increased, the dangers 
of being a firefighter have also changed. 

Twenty years ago. firefighters wouldn't 
think of leaving the station without their 
rubber boots. 

Now, most don't leave the station 
without their rubber gloves. 

"They wear gloves on every call.· 
Couch said. "Twenty years ago there 
were no gloves to be had. That was 
something that no one even thought 
about. You had blood everywhere." 

The role of firefighters continues to 
change from fighting fires to being more 
community oriented. But they aren't 
worried about becoming a dying breed. 

"I'm not worried about Job security 
because. there will always be a need for 
what we do," Damiani said. 
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• Sun City rclt es ·on rise 
District _adds firefighters 

By GINGER SCOTT-EIDEN 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun Citians began paying for more 
firefighters and additional safety 
equipment Thursday when a 9.22 per­
cent increase in the cost of fire and 
medical protection kicked into effect 
i.n the Sun City Fire District. 

The district board of directors last 
week approved a $5.1 mi.Iii.on budget, 
a more than $400,000 increase over 
last year. Sun Citians wi.11 know how 

From A1 

mandated an increase in staff 
so that each crew would have · 
two firefighters inside and two 
outside a building, Mitchell 
said. 

The department also added 
a training officer, said Mitch­
ell, who has organized training 
programs with other area 
departments such as Peoria, 
Glendale and Luke Air Force 
Base. 

There is a planned 2 percent 
cost of living adjustment for all 
employees as well as wage 
adjustments for paramedics 
and engineers, h e said. 

"Our paramedics were at the 

much their individual assessments 
will go up when the Maricopa County 
Assessor's Office establishes the tax 
rate in August, a spokesman for the 
board said. 

Last year, Sun Ci.ti.ans paid about 
$1.67 per $100 of secondary valuation, 
which would be about $167 for some­
one who owns a $100,000 house. 

Included in the budget are pro­
posed {lersonnel costs of $4,243,823 -
about $400,000 more than last year's. 

Th e board also added six 

bottom of the scale compared to 
oth er a r ea departments ," 
Mitchell said. "We brought 
them up to the middle of the 
pay scale. We want to recog­
nize the people who are staying 
with us." 

Als~ planned is a 28 percent 
increase in spending on new 
equipment. 

The department is purchas­
ing 40 new air packs for their 
firefighters. The department 
has spent about $8,000 over 
the last year in repai1;I"lg old 
air packs. Mitchell said. 

·'That was a major piece of 
equipment that we went look­
ing for:· he said. ''A firefighter 
could die without one:' 

Rate Increases 

SC Fire 9.22 Ofo 

Cox Cable .16% 

firefighters in this year's budget, said 
Rev. Irvin Mitchell, board president. 

Last year , the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 

See Fire district, AS 

·More channels to watch 
By ST ACY MANN PEARSON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City cable subscribers will 
have 34 more television stations to 
watch - and pay for. - this month 
as Cox Communications adds chan­
nels and raises its price. 

The beefed-up service, 75 total 
channels, will cost subscribers an 

• additional $5.38 per month, bringing 
the tota l monthly cost to $33.40 for 
Cox's premium service. 

New channels will include the Golf 

From A1 

only effect the Expanded and 
Expanded plus subscribers in 
Sun City. Basic service custom­
ers will not be affected. 

The roughly 1,300 Sun City 
customers will have access to 
the new channels by Aug. 25. 
Work began in north Sun City 
June 9. The pricing plan takes 
effect the first billing cycle 
after the service is added. 

Customers were sent notices 
about the change of service a nd 
a list of the additional channels 
in June. "TV Guide" subscrib­
ers will also receive the guide 
that includes the new channels. 

I 

Channel, Home and Garden Televf­
si.on, Turner Classic Movies and the 
Histo ry channel, among other 
additions. 

"We beneve they will be very happy 
with the service," said Bruce Smith, 
Cox-director of media relations. 

Smith said Cox service is separated 
into three tiers, Basic, Expanded and 
Expanded Plus. 

The channel changes and price hik~. 

See Channels in, AS 

Customers with programma­
ble televisions might have to 
reprogram their sets to view 
the new stations, but Smith 
sa id most televisions have 
built-in directions, and owners 
can consult their manuals for 
additional help. 

"It's a real easy thing to do," 
Smith said. "If they have a pro­
gramm able television, the 
information should be in the 
monitor that will allow the 
viewing of the additional 
channels." 
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S~.~:~C~tY,,:Fire· 'DiStrict budget· adopted 
35~15" .rhi)li6Il bUdget represents 9.22 percent increase . 
y MIKE RUSSO ·.' .. 
1de'pendent ~ewspapers 

,. . 

I 
1The cost of fire protection and 
mergency medical ,services for Sun 
'.itians is going. to rise 9 .22 percent 
1 fiscal° year 1999~2000, which 
tarts July 1. , ... . 

A budget of $5,152,623 was 
pproved last week by the Sun City 
'ire District board of directors. · 

The budget represents a more 

than $400,000 increase over last 
year's $4,717,645. 

The five-member Fire District 
board unanimously approved the 
budget with no objection from any 
audience member. Board President, 
the Rev. Irvin Mitchell, also men­
tioned he had received no letters or 
telephone calls of objection to the 
budget. 

Several factors contributed to the 
higher budget, noted Rev. Mitchell. 

A major contributing._factor is for paramedics and engineers. 
personnel costs. · "' 

Proposed per.5onnel costs have 
jumped from $3,834,545 this year 
to ·$4,243,823, or ro.67 percent. 
That includes higher insurance pre­
miums for employees, ·according to 
Rev. Mitchell. 

"We brought the wages of the 
paramedics up to levels comparable 
with other fire departments across 
the Valley, and we raised engineers 
to the middle part of the pay scale," 
Rev. Mitchell said. 

If the budget is approved . 
paramedics will have their compen­
satio n bumped up from $36( 
monthly to $400. 

That resulted in an increase 0 1 

$43,917.78 for the year. 
Also, last year's OSHA-mandat­

ed manpower increase will be effec­
tive for the entire year. The new A 2 percent cost of living adjust­

ment is planned for all employees, 
Rev. Mitchell explained. In addi­
tion, wages are going to be elevated 

"We are giving the engineers a 
raise," Rev. Mitchell said. "We are 
not at the top of the salary scale, we 
are in the middle. They had been at 
the bottom of the pay scale." 

See ■ BUDGET, Page 11 

hires were not paid full waoes last 
ye_ar wh ile in training~ Rev 
M1tchell explained. 

_Expenditures for new equipment 
wi_ll n se a planned 28.38 percent, j 
going from $74.000 to $95,000. 
. Three items comprise most of the 
increased new equipment expendi­
ture, Rev. Mitchell noted. 

The largest equipment expendi­
ture will be a lease/purchase aoree­
ment to acquire 40 new air packs. 

The contract calls for an expendi­
tur~ of $155,000 over three years, 
Chief James Sebert noted. 

The department had originally 
planned to forestall the purchase for 
two years but expenditures in ex­
cess_ of _$8,000 since November to 
repair air packs led to the decision 
to make the acquisition now. 

The purchase will also include 
som~ additional air tanks and some 
equipment to maintain the air 
packs. according to Chief Sebert. 

·'The Arizona heat 1s extremely 
tough on neoprene (the material 
used in the air pack seals)," Chief 
Sebert said. "We had hoped to get 
t~o more years out of the existing 
air packs, but it didn ' t work out." 

Turnout gear will also be 
replaced in the coming year. 

"We had been replacing fifteen 
sets of turnout gear per year," Rev. 
Mitchell explained. "This year we 
are going to replace twenty sets at a 
cost of $1,350 each," resulting in a 
$6,750 increase. 

Also six pro/pac foam propor­
tioners will be purchased at a total 
cost of $5,9 10. 

The budget also reflects rising 
fuel costs. 

Sun City res idents will know how 
muc h thcir indi vidual assi;:ssments 
wi II go up when the Maricopa 
County Assessor\ Office t:s tablish­
es the lax rate in August. 

_T hi s year, Su n Cit y residents 
11:11d '\ I (l 7X6 n,•r q; Inn n f "'' ' ' " n rh, .. 
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SC Fire board 
elects officers 
By TINA SCHADE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

There was a changing of the guard 
Tuesday at the monthly meeting of 
the Sun City Fire Board. 

Six-year board member and fire 
district chaplain Irv Mitchell was 
elected by the board to fill the 
chairman post once occupied by Paul 
Saunders. 

Saunders stepped down after a 
four-year stint as chairman and a 
total of eight years on the board. 

Since Saunders joined the board 
in 1990, the Sun City Fire District 
has undergone many changes. 
· The district updated equipment 
and remodeled its stations. The fire­
fighters established a union and re­
ceived higher pay. · 

.J Saunders is a former state ftre 
· marshal and former Phoenix flre­
: fighter. 
• · "It's been a wonderful career and 
' this caps it out being out here," 
• Saunders said. 
· • Mitchell agreed, calling Saunders 
an institution in Arizona. 

"· "He was Mr. Fire. There's no way 
- you can follow in those kinds of 
: footsteps," he said . 

. While the sho·es may be difficult to 
· _till, Mitchell, who is also a chaplain 

for Glendale and Phoenix fire de-
: partments, said he is hoping to· use 
his ties with the surrounding fire 
departments to strengthen Sun City 
serv~ce. 

As chaplain, Mitchell explains to· 
•fire victims what the firefighters are 

, doing and sometimes acts as the dis-
trict's public information officer. · 

·:· Along with electing new officers, 
the board swore in long-time fire 
district volunteer,. Tom Stroozas, Jr. 

• Stroozas who drew 11,173 votes, or 
.,47.73 percent in the Nov. 3 election, 
was elected as treasurer. 

: · · Brayton Willis was re-elected as 
1 

, ~\.the board's clerk, a position he has 
: maintained for the last 14 years. . 
· Gerald Goyner was elected to the 
vic~hairman position. 

·. Cyril Rengel was re-elected to the 
fire board Nov. 3, drawing 12,798 or 

· 51:89 percent of the votes. 
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Sun City Fire Departinent offers 
residents free smoke detectors 
Program available through donqtions of three groups 
By MIKE RUSSO fir e de partm e nt (974-2321 )." 
Independent Newspapers explained Capt . Tim Van Scote r, 

The Sun City Fire Department is 
moving toward its goal of having a 
properly functioning smoke detec­
tor in every residence in the com­
mu nity w ith a n ass is t fro m De l 
Wehb. C it izens Ut ili t ies and the 
Sheriff's Posse of Sun City. 

Thrv ug h the generos ity o f the 
three groups. the fire departme nt 
was ahle to purchase 300 s moke 
detectors which arc being provided 
a t no charge to S un C it y a nd 
Young tow n res iden ts. T he fire 
department serves both communi­
ties. 

"People just need to contact the 

vice president o f the United S un 
Cities Fi re Fighters Associa tio n. 
" We go to the ho me and assess 
the ir needs. 

" We want tu use these 3 00 
s mo ke de tectors for people who 
do n' t have one now or who feel 
the ir present unit is inadequate," he 
continued . 

Capt.. Van Scote r explained that 
homes in Sun City's fi rst phase of 
developme nt were not equ ipped 
with s moke detectors, as was the 
case some o f th e res ide nce in 
Phase II. 

Addi tionally, some of the older 
ho mes have smoke detectors that 

Pholo by MIKE RUSSO/lndependenl Newspapers 
Bob Bushner {left), Del Webb's coo rdinator of public & community relations , 
and Capt. Tim Van Scote r, vice preside nt of the United S un Cities Fire 
Fighters Association, Local 3573, dis play some of the 300 smoke detectors 
to be insta lled at cost in res ide nces in Sun City and Youngtown. The detec­
tors were purchased with funds donated by Del Webb, Citize ns Utilities and 
the S heriff's Posse of S un City. 

---- - ----- - - -

no longer funct ion properly. 
" A lot o f the o ri gin al electric 

detectors no longer function due to 
age or the technology o f 25 years 
ago was not as advanced as it is 
today," he said. 

"Our goal is to get an operating 
s moke de tector in every house in 
the community," Capt. Van Seater 
said. 

The fire departme nt has been 
assisting residents with the installa­
tion of smoke detectors for several 
years, providing them at cost, $ 15. 
"However, because of the generos­
ity o f De l Webb , the Posse and 
C it ize ns Ut il i t ies , we received · ----
eno ugh funding to purchase the 
300 smoke detectors," the captain 
said. 

"This has been a popular pro­
gram over the years ," Capt. Van 
Scoter said. "We are now trying to 
accelerate the program already in 
place." 
' The'•units; installed by on-duty 

firefi ghters , are equipped wi°th a 
battery tha t will las t 10 years , 
Capt. Van Scoter noted . 

'The Sun City firefighters strive 
to provide more than just emergen­
cy services," said Hank Oleson , 
preside nt o f the Fire fi g hte r s 
Association. "We wo rk to inform, 
educate and assist our customers in 

I 
any way we can. One of these free 
smoke detectors may save some­
one 's life, which is the goal of our 

, firefighters." 
"We are happy to be involved in 

such a worthwhile program," said 
Bob Bushner, Del Webb coordina­
tor, public & community relations 

Fire Chief James Sebert praised 
Del Webb for its continued com-

1 mitment to the community. "Even 
though Del Webb is finished build­
ing in the community, they are still 
involved," he said. 
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fire budget. increases by $570,000 
OSHA compliar.-ce < ~~d T~~~!!~d t~~d:e~n n~o/et}~~ 
· · · 1988-99. Coming in at $4,717,645, the means 6 more proposed figure was $569,899 more 

• • • than the previous year. f1ref1ghters ~fficials _blamed a recent OSHA 
ruhng statmg that four firefighters 

By DAVID MILLER 
Staff writer 

must be on hand before crews rush 
into burning buildings. Sun City 
firefighters now travel in crews of 

: . . You can't fight 
ernment. 

the federal gov- four. But when vacations or sickness 

r At least, not when it comes to the 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration. Not that the Sun City 
Fire District really wants to contest 
OSHA's new mandate. 

Still, OSHA's decree has put the 
district in something of a bind. And 
it's significantly affected the de­
partment's just-released budget, to 
the tune of more than $500,000. 

whittle down numbers, missing 
members aren't always replaced. · 

The OSHA ruling, with its October 
deadline, changes that. Now, crews 
must have four people on hand be­
fore tackling a burning home. And 
that means the hiring of six more 
firefighters. 

"It's a pretty sizeable amount," 
said board member Brayton Willis of 
the budget increase. "But it's some-

thing we have no control over." estimated to be $3,964,434; a county 
Other increases came from a 2 assistance tax is expected to bring-in 

percent cost-of-living hike and other ' $300,000. 
miscellaneous costs. For example, no 
elections were held within the dis­
trict last year, and no funds were 
spent for them. With an election 
slated this year, however, about 
$10,000 will be needed for county 
balloting. · 

Also, costs for medical supplies 
and other equipment went up, said 
the Rev. Irvin S. Mitchell, board 
treasurer. And a new battalion chief 
is being hired. 

Still, Mitchell called the budget 
comparable to that of Sun City West 
"And they have about 25,000 people 
while we have 40,000. So I think 
we've done pretty .' well with our 
budget." . . ·~ 

Tax revenue for the ·coming-year is 

Charges for service to Youngtown 
and the Sun Cities RV Park should 
net $228,211. And paramedic service 
revenues should garner $235,000, for 
a grand total of $4,717,645. 

In the expenses column, personnel 
costs are expected to total $3,834,545. 
Operations costs will be $372,000, 
with administration and other char­
ges adding $186,100 to the tab. 

Contingencies and capital reserves 
will run about $350,000. -

The public will have several weeks 
to comment on the budget. Formal 
adoption will be during a meeting at 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 23, in Fire 
Station 131, 17017 N. 99th Ave. 

For information, call 974-4977. 
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Work starts 
on Sun City 
fire station 
Added -space to house 
emergency operations 
By Brent Whiting 
The Arizona Republic 

SUN CITY -:- Construction began 
Monday on what officials described as 
much-needed elbow room at the main 
station of the Sun City Fire Department, 
17017 N. 99th Ave. 

The project, which includes 2,650 
square feet of new space and the 
renovation of 725 square feet of existing 
space, will spruce up a structure that was 
completed in 1972, Fire Chief James 
Sebert said. 

"We have files stacked from floor to 
ceiling, and we have even utilized the attic 
space in the building for record storage," 
Sebert said. "Clearly, we are very proud 
to be moving forward with this project. It 
has been a long time coming." 

Paul Saunders, chairman of the Sun 
City Fire District board, said four years of 
planning and budgeting has allowed the 
five-member board to come up with the 
$392,724 that is needed for the project. 

"For several years the administrative 
staff has been operating in crowded 
conditions in a space that was not 
originally designed for the purpose it is 
being used for today," Saunders said. 

The project wi ll add administrative 
office space, new restroom and sleeping 
quarters, and an operations center that will 
serve the area during times of flooding, 
severe storms, power outages or other 
emergencies. 

It also will provide amenities for 
disabled people, bringing the station into 
compliance with the Americans With 
Disabilities Act, as mandated by federal 
lawmakers in the 1990 civil-rights law. 

Reliance Build Inc., a Phoenix firm, is 
the contractor. The work is expected to be 
done by March 30. 
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Sun City Fire Board· 
adopts '97-'98 budget 
Accepts three-year insurance contract 
By KATY BORNHOFEN 
Independent Newspapers ____ _ $ I 0,000 was due in part to Sun 

City's past relationship with VFJS, 
Chief Sebert says. The Sun City Fire District adopt­

ed its 1997-98 budget July 8, giving 
property owners a 4 cent break in 
their tax rate. 

"We' ve developed a track record 
of a very low c la im h is to ry," he 
explai ns. 

The fire tax rate dropped from 
las t year 's 1.41 per $ 100 of sec­
ondary assessed valuation to 1.40 
this year. 

The new rate amounts to about 
$1 12.55 in fi re distric t taxes for a 
Sun Citian owning an $80,000 
home. 

This y ear 's budget to ta ls 
$4,147,746, up fro m las t year's 
$3,807,072. 

Sun City continues to have one of 
the lowes t tax rates in the s ta te 
when compared to other districts of 
its size, says board member Bray ton 
Willis. 

The di~1rict received a lower 
q1101e of $3 1.033 fro m a no th e r 
provider. Penco. 

Alt hough that company came in 
lower th a n VFJS, i ts coverage 
wasn 't "up to the standard that we 
prnbnhly need to be," says Chief 
Schcrt. · 

VFIS offers tra in ing materials 
aml a support network that "proba­
bly is well worth lhe difference in 
lhe quote we received from Penco," 
he says. 

• The fire board voted to spend 
1, 18,900 for architec1ural and design 
drawings for lhe proposed construc­
tion of additional space at Station 
11 1. ' 

There are 153 fire districts in the 
state, Mr. Willis says. Twenty of 
those distric ts, including Sun City, 
have budgets exceeding $ I million. 
Of those, Sun City has the third 
lowest lax rate, following Fountain 
Hills and Sun City West. he says. 

In other business: 
• The board voted to accept a 

$34,1 20 quote for insurance cover­
age from VFIS. That rate will hold 
for three years, says Fire Chief Jim 
Sebert. 

T he d is tr ict has been saving 
money for the project for the past 
lhrec years. Mr. Willis says, and 
should have enough for the entire 
projc'ct by the end of this fiscal year. 

"We're just about ready to go," 
Mr. Willis says. 

In return for the three-year com­
mitment, VFIS reduced its original 
quote of $44,563, which the distrit:t 
is currently paying for the final year 
of a three-year contract. 

T he re duc t io n o f mo re tha n 

• Ba1talio n C hie f Ro n Gilbect 
reported o n plans to sell the d is­
tric t' s spare e ngine to a to wn in 
Mexico for $8,000 . The town, 
which is El Mirage's sister c ity, cur­
re ntly has nu fi re e ng ine, Mr. 

Gilbert says. I 
• The fire board's next meeting is 

scheduled 9:30 a.m. Sept. 16 at Fire 
S tation 13 1, 170 17 N. 99th Ave., 
Sun City. 

FIRE DEPART.Ml!:N'l' 
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Woman battles area fires with support of colleagues 
By DAVID MILLER 
Staff writer 

Sandy Young laughed when asked 
where she'd faced her most da n­
gerous s ituation. "The bunkhouse." 
she said. 

Joking aside, however, Sun Cit~•·s 
only female fire fighter says she's 
not worried about enduring har­
assment such a s that allegedly en­
countered by a female Peoria fire­
fighter last month. 

In fact, Young made it clear how 
well everyone gets along in Sun 
City. 

"I love it here. It's like home," 
she said from Fire Station 131, at 
the northeast corner of Bell Road 
and 99th Avenue. 

Still, she says that not every fire 
station is so inviting, and that the · 
industry still has a ways to go in 

1 fu lly accepting women. 
"It's becoming more welcome," 

she said. 
"As more women go through the 

academy, (men) are starting to real­
ize that they can do the job, too," 
added Sun City Battalion Chief Ron 
Gilbert. 

But old mindsets sometimes die 
hard, and Young says being a 
woman in today's firefighting field 
still requires a lot of extra effort. 

"You have to work twice as hard, 
because everyone's sizing you up, 
every day," she said. 

And beyond that, female fire­
fighters are facing greater chal­
lenges - some more insidious than 
others. 

In Peoria, an investigation is un­
de r way into claims that a male 
firefighter positioned a video cam­
era inside a women's changing 
room. 

The camera reportedly caught a 
female firefighter changing clothes. 
And that' s sparked an ug roar 
among Peoria's ranks. 

Mollie J. Hoppes/ Daily News-Sun 

Sandy Young sa ys she loves being a firefighter in Sun City. As a de partme nt e nginee r, she drives a ladder 
truck and tokes calls with a crew of three. 

The incident also drew stern re­
action from firefighters in ·other 
districts, including Sun City Fire 
Chief Jim Sebert. 

"Obviously it's something they're 
not tolerating, and something we 
wouldn't tolerate," he said. 

And to prevent such incidents 
from occurring, Sebert says Sun 
City is trying to prevent harassment 
before it starts. 

For example, at Station 131 a 
strict bunkhouse policy requires 
both men and women to don modest 
sleeping sh orts before retiring. 

And though Young shares a 
locker and shower room with her 

colleagues, locks are in place for 
her privacy. 

"It fee ls safe," she said. 
Beyond bolted doors, however, 

few things separate Young and 
other firefighters. 

As a department engineer, she 
drives a ladder truck and takes 
calls with a crew of three. And she 
works out "more than most guys 
here." 

In fact, six days a week will find 
her in the gym. "We don't have the 
-upper body strength we need .for 
lifting ladders and pulling fire­
hoses," she said. 

Young, a nine-year firefighting 
veteran, a lso fills in as acting cap-

tain from time to time, which sug­
gests the question: Why doesn't the 
district bring in more capable 
women? 

"We've had women test. We just 
haven't hired any," said Gilbert. 
That situation could change, how­
ever, with more women completing 
the one-year recruiting process. 

"There usually seems to be at 
least one woman in every class," 
said Gilbert. ' 
. Still , Young wouldn't recommend 
fi refighting to just anyone, male or 
female. "You have to have the per­
sonality to do this job. It's not just 
riding around on fi re trucks," she 
said . "You have to have drive." 

July 10, 1997 Dally News-Sun, 
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Numbers 
of firefighters 
in Northwest Valley 
fire departments 

Avondale: one woman 

(reserve firefighter), 13 men 

El Mirage: two women, 

20men 

Glendale: seven women, 

including three captains; 

. 137men 

Peoria: one woman, 

approximately 65 men· 

Phoenix: 49 w~men, 

1,106 men 

Sun City Fire District 

one woman, 45 men 

Sun City West Fire 
l 

District: no women, 42 men 

Surprise: no women, 

12men 

~ 
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Volunt,~ers pumped up 
Former firefighters serve Sun City, 
save department $90,000 annually 
By ANGELA MULL 
Staff writer 

Time has not extinguished Ed George's memories of 
his past as a firefighter. 

And his volunteer duties as an inspector with the Sun,. 
City Fire Department spark his nostalgia. 

"I miss the actual firefighting and driving the Cire 
trucks,' '. S:¾ id the 65-year-old 8un City resident. "You 
never get that out of your system." 

George spends 20 hours a month inspecting local 
businesses for fire and e lectrical hazards. He is one of 
five volunteer inspectors with the fire department; the 
others are Earl Black, Charles Gerding, Tom O'Brien 
and Leo Sasseville. 

There are nine volunteers at the department. All work 
~under the supervision of Assistant Fire Chief Steve 

Morrow. 
Morrow said the volunteers are the equivalent of 2½ 

full-time workers and save the department $90,000 a 
year in salaries. 

The inspectors, he said, go out and do the things that 
no one else wants to do. 

"Everybody likes to ride the big trucks and go on calls 
where the action is,'' he said. "These guys, on a daily 
basis, do the stuff that is not fun." 

If the volunteers were not there, Morrow said, the 
firefighters would have to divvy up the inspector duties. 

"We could not run the division without (the vol­
unteers)," he said. "They're an integrated part of our 

Mollie J. Hoppes/ Daily News-S 

Ed George inspects a fire extinguisher at Osco Dru 
in Bell Camino Shopping Center. 

system." · 10720 W. Bell Road. 
The duties the volunteer inspectors contribute to the 

fire prevention services are carried out when they 
check each Sun City business every six months. Once 
they arrive on site at a business, they make contact with 
the person in charge. For George, on Wednesday morn­
ing that was Tom Porter, manager of the Osco Drug on 

After seeking out Porter, George·s inspection of th 
premises included making sure that the Osco's nine fir 
extinguishers had been inspected within the last yea , 
All had been, but George did make a note of on 
extinguisher that was hidden behind a silk plant. j 

■ From A1 

needed to be more visible, he 
said. 

George is not the only for­
mer firefighter volunteering 
his time as an inspector. Leo 
Sasseville, 70, was a deputy 
chief in New Hampshire for 
20 years before moving out to 
Arizona and taking up vol­
unteer work. 

Unlike George, Sasseville 
does not miss fighting fires. 

"When you get older, life 
gets to be precious,'' he said. 
"When you're young, you're 
indestructible. Nothing can 
hurt you." · 

,.. Sasseville, who inspects 
medical facilities, decided to 
volunteer as a way to occupy 
his time, and has found that 
he loves his work. 

►See Duties challenge, ti 

So does 59-year-old Tom 
O'Brien, who said he feels his 
efforts are appreciated at the 
fire department. 

"The type of people I work 
with have all treated me very 
well - as part of them - even 
though I'm just a volunteer,'' 
he said. 

The relationship between 
the volunteers and the fire 
staff is not the only one 
formed by the volunteers. 
Black, 76, said the inspectors 
also forge a good relationship 
between the fire department 
and local businesses. 

Black said he enjoys his 
work at the fire department. 

"I find it very interesting, 
very challenging,'' he said. "It 
gets me out of the house and 
among people and makes life 
in te resting." 
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SC Fire District renews contract 
By P. SOLOMON BANDA 
Staff writer 

The Sun City Fire District board of 
directors has renewed its ambulance 
service contract with Rural/Metro 
Corp. by a vote of 4 to 1. 

A media blitz by competitor 
Southwest Ambulance - designed to 
rouse community support for its 
proposed contract through ad­
vertisements that promised faster 
response times, more emergency 
medical technicians and lower taxes 
- failed to move the board in its 
favor. 

Despite a mass mailing, full-page 
newspaper advertisements and the 
collection of 1,482 signatures in 

. support of Southwest, only eight 
people from the community attended 
the board meeting Tuesday in Sta­
tion No. 1, just north of Bell Road on 
99th Avenue. 

Rural/Metro, Sun City's main am­
bulance provider for the past four 
years, operates its ambulance · ser­
vice under the name Arizona Medi­
cal Transport. Its contract expires at 
the end of this year. 

"We're used to them," said Cyril 
Rengel, a board member who voted 
in favor of accepting Rural/Metro's 
proposal. "We like to stay the same." 

Southwest is the backup company 
in Sun City and provides inter­
facility transportation for Young­
town. 

The difference between the two 

ambulance companies is small, ac-· 
cording to records at the Arizona 
Department of Health Services, 
which regulates ambulance service 
in Arizona. 

Both ambulance companies have 
been around a long time, are repu­
table and are authorized to operate 
within Maricopa County, according 
to the regulatory agency. 

Both companies respond to 90 
percent of their calls within 10 min­
utes and charge the same base rate, 
set by the state, of $368 and $9 per 
mile. Besides Maricopa County, both 
companies provide service in at least 
three other areas. 

What made Southwest different 
from Rural/Metro was a promise to 
commit to the community a minimum 
of $60,000 · from ambulance subcrip­
tions, which are insurance policies 
that cover ambulance transportation. 

"We plan on sharing our sales 
revenues based on a partnership," 
Southwest representative Scott Long 
said. 

About 5,800 Sun Citians subscribe 
to an ambulance service. A change to 
Southwest would not have affected 
current subscriptions. 

Another source of revenue for 
ambulance companies is fees 
charged when a Sun City paramedic 
rides to the hospital with an injured 
person. 

The fire district receives money 
from· the ambulance service for ad-

vanced life support assistance. The 
ambulance company in turn charges 
the insurance company or am­
bulance subscription service, a 
practice approved by the state and 
used by fire departments around the 
state in order to generate revenue. 

More than $180,000 in revenue is 
expected to be generated by such 
fees this year by the Sun City Fire 
Department. · 

The Sun City Fire District receives 
$74.73 per trip from Rural/Metro for 
advance life support assistance pro­
vided by a Sun City paramedic - a 
figure that would have been matched 
by Southwest. 

Since the advance llte support as­
sistance rate is set by the state, 
Southwest could not increase that 
amount in order to give the district 
more revenue. 

Rural/Metro spokesman Steve 
Savage raised questions about shar­
ing ambulance subscription revenue 
with the fire district. 

"We want to sit down with our 
laWYers and maximize the money 
that comes back to the district," 
Savage ~id, "but we don't want to 
get into the kickback range." 

Hank Oleson, president of the 
United Sun Cities Fire Fighters As­
sociation, who supported Southwest 
and was quoted in publicity bro­
chures, said he was disappointed 
with the board 's decision. 

Rural/Metro, a publicly traded 
company with fire and medical ope-

rations in other states, also provides 
fire service to unincorporated areas 
of Maricopa County, and · operates 
ambulance services in Pima County, 
Yuma, and the tri-city area of 
Mammoth, San Manuel and Oracle 
east of Tucson. 

Southwest Ambulance, a local 
company,. provides ambulance ser­
vice to Safford and Graham counties, 
Casa Grande, and the area north of 
Buckeye to south of Wickenburg. In 
addition, Southwest has an applica­
tion pending with the Arizona De­
partment of Health Services to pro­
vide ambulance service for the Daisy 
Mountain Fire District. 

The head-to-head battle to provide 
ambulance service in Sun City is not 
the first time the two companies 
have met. 

Rural/Metro is fighting a Southwest 
application, called a certificate of 
need, with Health Services to pro­
vide ambulance service to the Flow­
ing Wells and Northwest fire dis­
tricts. 

That issue is currently tied up in 
court. 

Unlike the Sun City West Fire 
District, Sun City relies on private 
ambulance services to provide med­
ical transportation. 

Earlier this year, the Sun City Fire 
District studied the possibility of 
providing its own service but 
scrapped the plan. 

.. ; . . 
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SC fire chief: Detectors cut losses 
· Safety ignorance 
: costs Sun Citians 
during fiery 1994 
By JEANNIE JOHNSON 
Daily News-Sun staff 

Fire raged through the bedroom of 
Clark and Mary McIntosh just five 

· days before Christmas and caused an 
estimated $45,000 in damage. 

The Sun City couple had no warn­
ing. Their smoke detector's alarm 
failed to sound. 

Last year, families like the Mcin­
toshes lost an estimated $656,465 in 
property due to fires - nearly 

' double the Joss of 1993. Research 
shows safety measures such as 
smoke detectors not only save lives, 
but also can save property. 

"Smoke detectors are there to 
prevent fire fatalities - a sort of 
sixth sense to warn people when 
they're sleeping," said Jim Sebert, 
Sun City Fire District chief. "Saving 
property is kind of a by-product of 
the detectors. The quicker the noti­
fication gets to the fire department, 
the more quickly it allows us to go in 
and fight the fire." 

However, the smoke detectors 
must be functioning properly in or­
der to be effective. Sebert_ attributes 
worn-out batteries with many smoke 
detector malfunctions. 

"The batteries last about a year," 
he said. "The manufacturers are re­
quired include a chirping sound 
when the battery is just about ready 
to run out of power. When you hear 

. the chirping sound, your smoke. 
detector is ready for a new battery." 

This annoying chirp may serve as a 
ready reminder, but it also can prove 
detrimental. People pull the detector 
off the wall to get the chirping to 
stop and often put off getting a new 
battery. 

"You hear stories all the t ime of 
families killed and the smoke de­
tector is found on the closet shelf," 
Sebert said. "Smoke detectors have 
to be maintained and tested in order 
for them to be effective." 

An easy remedy is keeping a rec­
tangular. nine-volt alkaline battery in 
:~:c '"C'" .... i-=--0 -c .. ,.. .. S/)1)01'~ :-:·:· :*·~ •·i: ... 

Doily Nows~Sun file photo 
A firefighter removes a smoldering mattress from a burning house in 
Sun City lost December. 

the battery is alkaline. 
"These batteries maintain.- their 

voltage, then almost immediately go 
dead;" 1 he said. "They aren't like 
flashlight batteries that start at a volt 
and a half and then wear down 
slowly." 

For a small investment - S10 - a 

property, Sebert said. 
"Could your protection be better? 

You bet," he said. "The more smoke 
detectors you have the better. Most 
fires in Sun City start in the garage 
and kitchen. You should have smoke 
detectors in the kitchen and garage 
and between those areas and the 
bedrooms. Man~· of the Sun City 

\' . 

room on each end of the house. 
There definitely should be a smoke 
detector outside each bedroom." 

For a larger investment, a security 
company .can install a system that 
includes intruder, fire and medical 
protection. Some builders are even 
putting systems into the houses they 
build, said Brad Zellers of Bolt Se­
curity. 

" I would say 60 to 65 percent of 
the builders I deal with are putting 
them in as a standard," he said . 
"The others are putting them in as 
an option." 

Security systems have a number of 
benefits - especially for seniors. A 
smoke detector is hard-wired into 
the system. Once it is triggered , au­
thorities· are notified by a monitor 
and fire engines are dispatched 
immediately, Zellers said. 

. "This way the alarm isn't going to 
just go off into the night," he said. 
" It goes into a controlled monitoring 
location and they call 911 for you. 
They also have a battery backup 
which will be triggered in the e vent 
of a power outage." 

About 90 percent of the security 
systems on the market also have a 
panic button which notifies ·author­
ities of a medical emergency. Once 
pushed, Zellers said, a monitoring 
system calls paramedics. 

"They also have pendent trans­
mittors, hand-held transmitters and 
panic buttons which can be installed 
next to a bed for handicapped peo~ 
pie," he said. 

Seniors in Sun City can learn more 
about home safety at 8:15 a.m. Fri­
day at the Bell Library. The Foun­
dation for Senior Living will present 
a seminar on safety tips and pro­
grams available through the founda­
tion. 

"We are in the process of putting 
together a 100-point check for home 
safety," said Carey McClure with the 
Foundation for Senior Living. "That 
way people can go through a house 
and check off each point. This ser­
vice will cost S10 and give seniors an 
idea of immediate concerns and 
\\'hat mi!!ht need tc> he repaired or 
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Fire loss 
increases 
in Sun City 
By JEANNIE J OHNSON 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Sun Citians lost an 
estimated $656,465 in property from 
fires in 1994 - nearly double the 
loss of $338,820 in 1993. 

"As structures get older, we get 
more fires," said Sun City Fire Mar­
shal Steve Morrow. 

Sixteen structure fires resulted in 
an estimated $595,550 in damage, 18 
appliance fires caused $21,880 worth 
of damage, about $38,665 was lost 
due to 27 vehicle fires and $370 in 
property was lost from fi res of un­
known cause. Morrow released the 
totals during Tuesday's meeting of 
the Sun City Fire District's board of 
directors. 

The department responded to 174 
fire calls in 1994, which accounted 
for only 3 percent of all calls. 

The bulk of the calls the depart­
ment received were for medical 
emergencies. Last year, 4,668 medi­
cal emergency calls accounted for 
81.8 percent of all responses from 
the department. 

"As our· population gets older, they 
experience more health problems," 
said Jim Sebert, Sun City fire chief. 
"At some point I expect we'll reach a 
plateau. But I think we can see that 
the system is working. We have 
fewer people in code arrest who end 
up in the cemetery. With the help of 
the pre-hospital care they receive 
from our teams, we are seeing more 
and more people being discharged 
from the hospital and going on to 
live healthy lives." 

Non-emergency service made up 
12.1 percent of the calls. The de­
partment received 5,707 calls in 
1994, up from 5,577 calls in 1993. 

In other fire board-related news: 
■ Citizens Utilities has asked the 

Sun City Fire Department to provide 
fire protection for its sewage plant 
located north of Sun City outs ide the 
district's boundaries. 

Morrow inspected the plant and 
found no unusual fire risks. How­
ever, he found several hazardous 
materials which would require spe ­
cialized handling in the event of a 
spill. The contract with the plant 
would include basic fire protection, 
fire prevention and education, haz­
ardous material education and first 
response in the case of a spill. Mos t 
likely, a specially trained contain­
ment team would be called in to 
handle a large spill, Morrow said. 

The board voted to table the re­
quest until they could come up with 
a fair dollar figure for the depart­
ment's services. 

. S Sun City Ariz. Wednesauy, J '-'"· • -, 
Daily News- un, ' 

■ The board t d 
Jan. 3 to sell t;o e . u~a?imously 
engine, No. 134 t~ t~1s tnct ~ spare 
Kohls Fire District ~ C~nstopher 
Payson. The t 'k which is north of 
$12 500 T rue was sold for 
$7 000 d. he Kohls dis trict will pay 

, own and P th 
$5,500 in July whe ~r e -remaining 
is approved. . n I s annual budget 

■ Sun City Fire D 
unteers received k epartment vol­
number of h udos for the 
trict in Dece~r: dtnf ted to the dis-
166.5 hours handnn o_ untee~s logged 
public education. g . inspections and 
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Fire· district writes 
5-year report card 
By IAN MITCHELL 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - After five years of 
running its own fire department, the 
Sun City Fire District has issued a 
progress report that highlights the 
department's 1993 activities and 
charts five years of fire operations. 

The fire district was created in 
1966 by public vote, but it contracted 
with Rural Metro Corp. for fire pro­
tection until 1989. 

Cyril Rengel, chairman of the fire 
district board of directors, said mov­
ing to a self-operated department 
was a good decision. 

"It's a positive thing," Rengel said. 
" It has brought the fire service to a 

point where we're really second to 
none around here," he said, noting 
that most of the firefighters' calls -
81 percent in 1993 - are medical 
emergencies. 

There are 15 fire districts in Ari­
zona, and a chart in the annual re­
port compares Sun City and the 
other four largest districts. Of the 
five, Sun City firefighters responded 
to the most calls in 1993 and the 
department operated with the 
smallest budget 

"People don't realize that for what 
they're getting, we're the lowest as 
far as cost is concerned," Rengel 
said. 

The fire board chairman credited 
the unpaid volunteer work of board 
members and inspectors with help­
ing keep costs down. 

Fire Chief Jim Sebert said the 
volunteer-staffed inspection pro­
gram, which performed more than 
2,600 inspections in 1993, was ex­
panded last year. 

"I think that one of the big steps 
we took was really enhancing our 
volunteer program," Sebert said. 
"The training program for the vol­
unteers sort of took off and became 
much more formalized." 

Assistant Fire Chief Steve Morrow, 
who is in charge of the prevention 
bureau, said his volunteers have 
prevented fires. 

"When you look at commercial fire 
loss, it's almost non-existent," Mor­
row said, "and the direct correlation 
is those inspectors going out every 
six months." 

Volunteers check new and existing 
buildings for safety and compliance 
with fire codes, track hydrant in­
spections and perform other duties 
which free firefighte rs to respond to 
emergency calls. 

Sebert said this year's annual re­
port is more detailed than those of 
previous years because of questions 
from residents. 

Five Largest Fire Districts in Arizona 
by Budget and Call Volume 

Operational Budget (in millions) Call Volume ---------~ 
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"We've received a lot of requests 
from the public asking us about our 
service, asking us about our history, 
asking us about the kind of calls we 
go on, asking us about the budget 
and whether it's high or low com­
pared to other districts," Sebert said. 

"We've kind of tried to put all 
those requests that we get from the 
public and sort of put them together 
into one volume." 
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Morrow, who supervised the pro­
duction of the annual report, said 
the facts and figures will show the 
public "this is where we are now 
(and) this is where we've been ... 
hopefully they'll realize that we've 
progressed to the better." 

Morrow said 500 copies of the re­
port have been printed and are 
available to the public at Fire Sta­
tion No. 1, 17017 N. 99th Ave. 
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The Sun City Fire District has announced plans to renovate the fire station 
located on 111 th Avenue, the community's oldest station. Residents east of 
the station, however, say the district plans to build a block wall on property 
they own. Fire district officials say the land belongs to the district. 

Fire district ponders 
$2. 8 million budget 
Firefighters would 
get 4.5% pay hike 
By KATHLEEN WINSTEAb 
Sun Cities Independent 

The Sun City Fire Board will 
consider a $2.8 million budget tha t 
provides pay raises to personnel, 
accounts for increases in workers' 
compensa tion and adds to the 
district's capital improve-ments 
fund. 

The budget for the new fiscal 
year, which begins Jul y l , is 
$ 183,000 higher than the current 
$2.6 million budget. 
.. Thttt993-9,f budget includes a 6 
percent raise for employees. 
According to Brayton Willis Sr., 
fire board clerk, · fire dis tric t 
personnel have not had a pay 
increase in three years. 

"Employees will receive a 3 
percent raise from July 1 through 
December 31 and an additional 3 
percent raise from January 1 to 
June 30," says Fire Chief Jim 
Sebert. The two raises average 4.5 
percent for the entire year. 

Personnel expenditures, in ­
cluding raises, account for $2.3 
million and are $135,000 higher 
than last year. Each firefighter was 
granted an additional $50 toward 
the clothing allowance. 

"There a rc regulations coming 
o ut regarding protec tion," Mr. 
Willis says. "New fabri cs have 
come out that a re more firc­
resistant." 

Board member George Lange 
says the pay raises "seem like a lot 
at this time" and cited the raises 

· fire chiefs will receive. 
"The chief's salary will go from 

$67,000 a year to $75,000 plus. 
Now that 's quite a raise," Mr. 

Lange says. 
'"The assistant chief's salary goes 

from $58,000 to $6~.000. The 
battalion chief's salary goes from 
$53,000 to $58,000." 

Chief Sebert says, "This will be 
the last year that myself and the 
assistant chief receive a 5 percent 
raise. We arc topped out. A number 
of other people will also be topping 
out." 

The 1993-94 proposed budget of 
$2,757,046 is also higher than the 
current year's budget of $2,573,991 
because of a slight increase in 
workers' compensation pay-mcnts 
which have gone up from S3.62 to 
$4.09 for every $100 of payroll, 
Mr. Willis says .. , . 

Other incrca.-es in , he proposed 
budget arc due to normal inflat­
ionary costs. Operations expen­
ditures for the proposed budget are 
$5,000 less than the current budget, 
Mr. Willis says. 

An increase of $50,000 in capital 
reserves will enable the district to 
replace fire engines in the future, 
Mr. Willis says. 

"We've reali zed (fire engine) 
replacement is a necessary item so 
this is trying to plan ahead for the 
replacement. We're under budget 
this year. 

"The capital reserves of $204,000 
are being chewed up by improve­
ments 10 Station 3," Mr. Willi s 
says. 

The fire board, during an April 
meetin g , accepted a bid of 
$183,556.79 to remodel the station, 
located at 13013 N. 111th Ave. 

At its June meeting, the board 
will decide whether to adopt the 
proposed budget of $2,757,046. 

Sun City residents may receive a 
copy of the proposed budget at the 
fire board office located at 17017 
N. 99th Ave., Sun City. ' 
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SC firefighters win chili contest 
■ From A1 

"I brought two times as 
much as I did last year. But 
the crowd was just fanatastic," 
said Al Smith, the chef at the 
Lakes Club. 

Smith's black-bean Thai 
chili shared top honors at the 
cookoff with Palmbrook 
Country Club's chili largo and 
vista chili. 

Palmbrook Chef Larry Long 
ran out of 4-ounce sampler 
cups within minutes of the 
public distribution part of the 
cookofT. The cups sold for 25 
cents apiece with proceeds 
benefiting Sun City Meals on 
Wheels. Luckily, a Promenade 
merchant had some paper 
cups to spare. 

Long's chili won . rave re­
views from some pretty dis­
criminating palates. 

Chili lover John Snell said 
Long's concoction was on a 
par with his wife Jean's chili. 
That didn't sit well with Jean, 
who said, "Wait until he wants 
me to make some more." 

Among those braving the 
seemingly endless line at the 
Palmbrook chili booth was 
June Mulligan . of Sun City 
West. To avoid aggravating 
some ill-timed intestinal 
trouble, Mulligan was taking 
her chili samples home in 
plastic tubs. 

"I'll put them in the freezer. 
Then, when I can eat them, 
I'll put them in the microwave 
and heat them up," sh e said. 

The Sun City firefighters' 
chili supply held out longer 
than their competitors' , last­
ing a cookoff record 90 min­
utes. It was also th e clear 

winner in popularity. Many 
chili love rs got in line a sec­
ond time either for a second 
helping of chili or to snag an­
other balloon animal give­
away. 

The firefighters offered de­
grees of chili - one, two, 
three or four-alarm batches of 
the same basic chili ignited 
with a spice that che f and fire 
Capt. De ry! Malone decline d 
to identify. 

Malone said firefighters eat 
a lot of chili when the weather 
turns cold. "I make some 
smoking potato chowder, too," 
he said. 

It was Malone's chili that 
had Sun Citians Gene and 
Stella Argust craving a second 
helping. 

"I'm a three -alarm guy. But 
I'm going to try the four-a larm 

this time," Gene said. 
Each of Gene's short pock­

ets contained a plastic spoon. 
Grabbing them like handguns, 
he drew the utensils and ex­
claimed, "The faste st spoons 
in the West." 

Capturing second place in 
the chili cookoff was Sundae's 
r estaurant. Bobbie's cafe and 
the firefighters tied for third. 
The Sun City Country Club 
earne d an honorable mention. 

Mike Hudak, chef at Sun 
City Country Club, said he'll 
be back next year with a much 
bigge r pot of chili. 

He said he was surprised 
how fast people gobbled up 
the chili he made from a re­
cipe he perfected just for the 
contest. 

" I think they should d o this 
twice a year," he sa id. 

- -- - -----
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Volunteers operate 
fire-prevention bureau 
-
t(eep. losses low 
jn Sun City district 
By Lori Baker 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY - After more than 
3Cf years of fighting fires, Leo 
Sasseville retired. 

Not surprisingly, he quickly 
became bored. 
. Shortly after moving to Sun City 

four years ago, Sasseville returned 
to what he's known most of his life 
:.....: fire prevention. 

But now he works for free. 
Helping the Sun City Fire Dis­

trict is his way of serving the 
community. 
• Sasseville, 67, was a deputy fire 
chief in New Hampshire for 34 
years and later managed a fire 
!!Xtinguisher company. 
.• As a volunteer, he inspects 

hospitals and other health care 
bui,ldings for fire safety violations. 
He also gives talks about fire 
pfevention and trains other volun­
~e;r inspectors. 

+ , . Without Sasseville and seven 
~ther Sun Citians donating their 
time and talents, the fire district's 
prevention program would barely 
exist. 
.... Altogether, the men donate 

about 2,000 hours of their time 
annually. 

"If we had to hire people with 
this much expertise, it would cost 
us much more than $100,000 a 
year," Sun City Fire District 
Assistant Chief Steve Morrow said. 

Morrow, who is certified as a 
state and national fire marshal, is 
the district's only paid fire-preven­
tion employee. 

Bob Cory, a Sun City resident, 
started the volunteer program in 
1981 when the district was still 
run by Rural/Metro. Cory spent 
several years as an inspector. 

"I don't bowl or play golf, and I 
was looking for somewhere to 
volunteer," Cory said. "There was 
a real need in fire prevention.;' 

Others joined Cory in subse­
quent years: Bud Stambaugh, 
Dutch Knop, Walt Hulden, 
Charles Gerding and Dick Al­
brecht, who all serve as inspectors. 

Because there were enough vol­
unteer inspectors, Cory decided 
five years ago to donate his time in 
another way. He files all the 
written records for the fire district. 

Ernie Hulme, another Sun City 
resident, helped computerize the 
department several years ago. He 
puts information from written 

See FIRE, Page 3 

Mark Henle/ Staff photographer 
Volunteer fire inspector Leo Sasseville (left) and Boswell 
Hospital employee Craig Staley go over the paperwork after 
Sasseville's inspection of the hospital. 
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records into a computer. Details 
about fire code violations are listed 
for every business, church and 
health facility in Sun City. 

In March alone, inspectors 
found 120 fire code violations. 
Problems involved fire extinguish­
ers, automatic sprinklers, electri-

of .the lowest fire losses in the 
United States for a densely popu­
lated community of 'our · size,'' 
.Willis said. 

--cal wiring, emergency lighting, 
unsafe conditions and fire lane 
violations. 

The Sun City Fire District is the 
only one of the 142 districts in , 
Arizona that has a fire-prevention 
bureau run by volunteers, fire 
district board Clerk Brayton Willis 
said. 

"We are glad to have these 
men," Willis said. "Having fire 
codes aren't any good if you don't 
enforce them." 

All Sun City and Youngtown 
buildings - except private homes 
- are inspected at least twice a 
year. Hospitals and health care 
facilities are inspected more often. 

Volunteer inspectors also train ' 
employees in hospitals and nurs­
ing homes on how to move patients 
quickly out of buildings during an 
emergency. 

The fire-preve·ntion inspections 
have yielded results, Willis said. 

"Sun City Fire District has one 

Because of the age of residents 
in Sun City, it's critical to have an 
aggressive fire-prevention pro­
gram, Morrow said. 

"Someone 20 years old can 
inhale smoke and get out of a 
building OK, but as people get 
older, their bodies can not take as 
much smoke," Morrow said. 

Another Sun City resident, John 
Wilson, also helps the fire district. 
He preP.ares computerized blue-

prints of Sun City and Youngtown 
building!! showing the lc;x:apons of 
hydrants .and sprinklers. · 
. And, of course, the five members 

of the board that oversees the 
operations of the department are 
volunteers as well. ' 
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Sun City firefighters find jo~ ch_~llengln1 
yet always rewarding -- . __ 

By ANNE RYMAN 
Sun Cities Independent 

Black smoke pours out of the 
windows of a three-story apartment 
building as a fire engine screams to 
a halt at the curb. Upstairs, a 5-
year-old boy cries for help as a 
crowd of people gather, gaping and 
pointing at the smoldering struct-
ure, 

'f.hese days, such a scene 
happens more often in movies or 
on television as real-life fire­
fighters today get more calls for 
emergency medical service than 
tfiey do for fires. 

Last year, the Sun City Fire 
Department answered 78 fire calls 
while they responded to 4,361 calls Pa,~medlc Jim Haner phones a doctor during a rf ~ent medlca: 

ca where a woman suffered from abdominal pains. 

for emergency service. So while 
some people may still associate 
firefighters with battling blazing 
flames, their areas of service have 
become broader. 

Firefighters answer calls not only 
for fire but also medical emerg­
encies such as heart attacks, sudden 
illness or breathing disorders. They 
even find themselves removing 
snakes from Sun City yards and 
rescuing quail from stovepipes. 

The Sun City Fire Department 
operatcS three fire stations, two on 
99th Avenue and one on 111 th. 
Between five to six people are on 
duty at a station at one time along 
with two Arizona Medical 
Transport workers. 

All 42 Sun City firefighters are 

--------- - -- -

trained in life-saving techniques 
and more than half are certified as 
paramedics. The average age is 28 
and most are married and have 
families, Chief Jim Sebert says. 

Firefighters attend a 17-week 
firefighting academy in Phoenix 
where they learn about equipment, 
fire trucks, tools and how to operate 
hoses and nozzles. They learn about 
the science of fire, how fire travels 
and different building 
constructions. 

"We learn about every type of 
fire there is," firefighter Paul Moore 
says. These include procedures for •--~~ 
extinguishing electrical, structure, 
vehicle, gasoline and brush fires 1 

... 

Capt. Mike Thompson prepares a report as he rides In the 1 
of an ambulance on the way to Boswell Hospital. 
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Firefighter Dave Kerns says the 
academy stresses physkal training 
and endurance. 

Why firefighting? 
For Mr. Kerns, a firefighter for 

three years, it runs in the family. 
His father and uncle were fire­
fighters and his uncle encouraged 
him to become one. An early 
science project on fire alarm 
systems sparked Chief Sebert's 
interest and Engineer Jim Haner 
says the medical aspect interested 
him enough to become a paramedic. 

Fire station life 
Each station has three shifts -

24 hours on and 48 hours off -
each beginning at 8 a.m. Each shift 
becomes its own family with 
firefighters working, eating and 
sleeping in the same station. Most 
say they like the schedule even 
though it often involves getting out 
of bed in the middle of the night to 
answer a call. 

"It's a really nice schedule once 
you get used to it. The guys with 
families say they like it because 
they are able to spend more time. 
with them," Mr. Haner says. 

While calls taJce first priority, 
firefighters follow a daily routine , 
when no calls occur. At the 
beginning of the shift, they check 
the paramedic and fire equipment to 
make sure it is stocked, functioning 
and in the right place. Each day 
they have a specific assignment 
such as yard work or cleaning 
equipment or the station. 

At lunch, they gather on folding 
chairs around two rectangular tables 
pushed together and munch cold 
sandwiches or microwave food, 
drink coffee, discuss current events 
and watch the news. 

The microwave, the firefighters 
have found, has become a saving 
grace, especially when they are 
called away during meals. 
Immediately upon hearing a drill 
during one lunch hour last week, 
they rose and headed for the door, i 
leaving half-eaten peanut butter­
and-jelly sandwiches on the table. 

If no calls come in during the 
meal, station members traditionally 
watch "The Andy Griffith Show" at 
12:30 p.m. At 1 p.m., members 
perform two-hour drills on fire­
fighting tactics and strategies such 
as driver training, education classes, 
hose practice and procedures for 
handling medical emergencies. 

At 3 p.m., firefighters do 
physical training exercises, referred 
to military-style as "P.T." They lift 
weights, ride stationary bikes, play 
basketball or run around the station. 

"You have to be in good shape 
because firefighting is such a 
strenuous activity. The firefighting 

gear alone weighs 20 pounds," Mr. 
Haner says, and a hose filled with 
water can weigh 50 pounds. 

If the firefighters are not out on 
an emergency call, they break for 
dinner at 5 p.m. and shift members 
take turns cooking. 

Challenging calls 
While many medicals emergency 

calls or fires are routine, some test 
the firefighte r's ability and 
therefore, stand out in their minds. 

Capt. Mike Gobster, a firefighter 
for 18 years, says he reme mbers 
rescues the best. He recalls the time 
a kid was buried up to his neck in 
dirt after a trench collapsed on him. 

"It was challenging talking to 
him and trying to keep him calm 
while trying to find out about his 
injuries without being able to see 

them." 

In addition to the danger 

associated with fire, firefighters are 
exposed to needles and blood, two 
factors that have caused increasing 
concern because of the transfer of 
acquired immune deficiency syn­
drome and hepatitis through body 
fluids. 

Tragic calls 
As well as those calls that 

challenge a firefighter's skills or 
endurance, they remember the ones 
that don't end well. 

"My most unusual call in Sun 
City involved a man who burned to 
death sitting in his recliner. He was 
burned beyond recognition," Chief 
Sebert says. 

Another incident, he says , 
occurred when a truck was carrying 
molten tar down a highway near 
Tucson. 

"The truck overturned and went 
into a median, the tanker ruptured 
and surrounded the vehicle. The 
driver was boiled to death in tar," 
he says, a scene he describes as 
"very gruesome." 

For some, the best method for 
dealing with tragic calls is to try 
not to think of them. 

"It's hard to bring up calls 
because one of my defense mech­
anisms is to forget them," Capt. 
Gobster says. 

Firefighters don't want to see 
people die or injured, Chief Sebert 
adds, but it is their job to help 
people in these situations. 

"When it's all over, if someone 
Jost a life or is severely injured, it's 
not something we like to think back 
on," he says. 

Firefighters also find it difficult 
when people witness their home 
burning. 

"You see the tears when every­
thing they've accumulated and the 
things they have to remember 60-
70 years of their life are wiped 
away." 

Capt. Gobster says firefighters 
must accept that they cannot save 
everyone. 

"We can' t turn everything 
around. We just have to do the best 
we can." 

A good job ,. . 
Despite witnessing injury or 

death, firefighters say they have to 
like the job to continue doing it. 
Capt. Gobster says he likes the 
variety of the job and no two calls 
are the same. 

"There's always something 
you've never had to deal with 
before. I've been in fire service 
since 1974 and I still attend a lot of 
(continuing education) classes." 

The department requires fire­
fighters to attend 18 to 20 hours of 
continuing education each month. 

Firefighter and paramedic Paul 
Moore likes the opportunities and 
training the job has given him. 

"There's a lot of advancement if 
you're willing to work for it," Mr. 
Moore says. 

Firefighters can work to become 
engineers responsible for the fire 
truck, then to captains who taJce 
command of the truck and direct 
orders. At the top of the ladder are 
the chiefs who direct the overall 
operations of the department. 

Humor in uniform 
While firefighting and emer­

gency rescues are serious business, 
firefighters like to have fun with 
each other when they are not out on 

• calls. Many tend to have a 
competitive nature. 

"I think it has gone away a little 
bit, but there's a bit of testing of 
new employees. 

If you're going to go into a 
burning building, you want to know 
what you can expect from your co­
workers," Chief Sebert says. 
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Fire board OKs 
station upgrade 
By JACQUE PAPPAS . 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - The Sun City Fire 
Board on Tuesday unanimously ap­
proved a preliminary plan to ren­
ovate Station No. 3 in Youngtown. 

The plan, which includes widening 
and enclosing the bay where fire 
trucks park, will be put out to bid 
this month, said Chief Jim Sebert. 

At the monthly meeting of fire 
board directors, Sebert gave a slide 
presentation on an architect's draw­
ings of the renovation. 

"We have looked at many options 
and observed stations in Sun City 
West, Phoenix and Mesa. But doing 
something like that would cost at 
least $350,000 and, quite frankly, 
when you look at the expense and 
our other needs in the future, ren­
ovating this station makes the most 
sense," Sebert said. · 

The renovation is expected to cost 
$125,000 to $150,000. An architect 
was paid $6,000 for the concept. 

The plan includes renovating and 
expanding the firefighter's sleeping 
quarters, kitchen and bathroom and 
adding a weight room and lockers. A 
stone wall will be built to help de­
crease noise from the station. 

The plan results from a fire board 
study seeking improvements to Sta­
tion No. 3, the oldest station in the 
community, built more than 25 years 
ago. · 

The station, at 13013 N. 111th Ave., 
was converted from a home and 
firefighters have long complained of 
its cramped quarters, old furniture 
and an engine garage without doors. 

Sun City Fire District has leased 
the station from Rural/Metro since 
1989 when the board voted to re­
place the corporation's fire protec­
tion services with a self-managed 
fire department. 

In September, the district negotia­
ted with Rural/Metro to purchase the 
station for $39,458. 

Although renovating the station is 
considerably cheaper t,han building, 
Director George Lange said he wants 
to be sure the board is making the 
right decision. 

Lange said he has reservations 
about the Station 3 garage driveway 
because it does not provide enough 
room for fire engine~•to turn around, 

When an engine returns from a 
call, firefighters have to back it into 
the garage from 111th Avenue. 

Firefighters help direct and stop 
traffic on 111th Avenue while the 

-

_ Chief Jim Sebert 

engines are backed into the garage. 
The new plan provides more space 

for the engines, but would still re­
quire them to be backed into the 
garage. 

"Insurance companies say more 
accidents happen when vehicles are 
backing up. I want to make sure we 
fully consider this," Lange said. 

But constructing an engine bay 
that would allow the trucks to enter 
and leave the station without back­
ing up would take much more land 
than the district owns, said Director 
B. Paul Saunders. 

Saunders said he and other board 
members searched the area for an­
other site for a station to no avail. 

"Sun City is built completely up in 
this area and the few open areas we 
found are very costly. Besides, this 
station location is ideal for the south 
part of Sun City and Youngtown," 
Saunders said. "I think this renova­
tion is the answer to our problems. 
We have to make due with what 
we've got and do it with the money 
we have got." 

Saunders said the station has not 
had problems in the more than 25 
years firefighters have backed trucks 
into the garage. 

One safety measure may be to in­
stall special lights on 111th Avenue 
that would flash when the engines 
are returning to the station, Director 
Brayton Willis said. 

This way, cars would be alerted to 
stop, he said. 
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Mollie J . Hoppes/Daily News-Sun• 

Capt. Hank Oleson, left, and Jim Pryor crown Sun City Fire Department 
Chief Jim Sebert as firefighter of the year. 

Open house . stirs 
fire safety interest 
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Daily News-Sun staff 
SUN CITY - Fire Prevention Day 

always attracts a large crowd in Sun 
City, but Thursday's open house added 
a new dimension to the word "crowd" 
when more than· 1,000 residents turned 
out for the annual event. 

While the large crowd at the George 
G. Meade fire station at 99th Avenue 
and Bell Road surprised and gratified 
fire officials, Assistant Fire Chief Steve 
Morrow said he thinks he knows what 
spurred all the interest this year. 

Morrow said the big turnout was 
partially due to· a two-alarm ii.re Sµn­
day morning that destroyed 1four con­
dominiums and damaged · thiee others 
on Oakmont Drive. · 

"There were more people here this 
year than have ever been to a preven­
tion day before. It's nice to have the 
public be involved like this," Morrow 

said. 
-~:.. 

Sun Citian Margaret Luzenski.'. 
agrees. 

"I think that fire really riled up a· lot 
of people," said Luzenski, who regularly 
attends annual Fire Prevention Day 
events. "I like the CPR demonstrations, 
looking at the fire trucks and talking to 
the paramedics. They've had to come to 
my house and I appreciate them." 

Moore said Fi~e Prevention Day at- ' 
tempts to promote fire safety and pre­
vention. 

Residents brought their fire ex­
tinguishers for inspections, signed up 
for CPR classes and free fire safety 
home inspections. 

More than 700 residents got flu shots 
and took part in a variety of health 
screenings offered. 

Firefighters applaud Su'.n City chief's dedication 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Suns staff 

SUN CITY - Jim Pryor remembers 
when he and his wife, Elsie, would 
chase fires in Sun City. 

"We'd see the smoke and then go 
chase the fire in our car. There was 
always something very exciting about 

it," said Pryor, a retired New York City 
fire chief and former chairman of the 
Sun City Fire Department board. "Elsie 
was a real fire buff and was always 
interested in what the departments 
were doing." 

In honor of his wife, who died last 
year, Pryor has established the Elsie V. 

Pryor Firefighter of the Year Award. 
Pryor contributed $250 for the first 

award, which was given to Sun City 
Fire Chief Jim Sebertj Thursday during 
the department's Fire Prevention Day 
events. / ' "' · 

''.Wj tho~t ,Jim, wi ,organization· and 
his . iibility to work ·with ' the board, the 

Sun City Fire Department would not be · 
where it is today," Pryor said. . 

"He went on a limb for us as the first 
person to secede from Rural/Metro and 
become a part of the Sun City depart­
ment. He set the stage. Other fire­
fighters saw his example and followed.". 

See Award is, A4 
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On Sept. 20, 1988, the Sun 

City Fire Department board 
voted to sever its contractual 
ties with Rural/Metro Corp. and 
provide the community with a 
locally operated fire department. 

Sebert, who started with 
Rural/Metro in 1973 and was 
named Sun City chief in 1980, 
decided to join the self-managed 
fire department. 

Capt. Hank Oleson, who has 
been a firefighter in Sun City for 
nine years, was a member of the 
award selection committee. 

The selection committee, made 
up of a firefighter, captain, 
board member and member of 
the public, reviewed nominations 
from firefighters in the district. 

"The group overwhelmingly 
supports Jim and all the things 
he has done here in the past 
three years. He has given us a 
sense of pride in the depart­
ment," Oleson said. "It's not 
easy for us to have that pride 
because we do not live here so it 
does not come naturally. But he 
has helped us cultivate that 
pride." 

1st 
Sebert, 39, has supported a 

number of changes and im­
provements for the department 
since the board officially took 
over Sun City's fire operations 
Jan. 1, 1989. 

Changes include a health plan 
and pension plan for firefighters,. 
new paramedic equipment, a ' 
new engine, cost-of-living and 
merit increases and a three­
platoon system that shortened 
the workday for firefighters. 

"This award is very important 
to me because it came from the 
employees. It's an honor I don't' 
think I deserve. It will hang 
proudly in my office," Sebert 
said. "The person I wish could 
be here to see the department 
now is no longer with us, but 
her memory will be with this 
award." 

Pryor said he hopes to con­
tribute $250 for the award every 
year. 

"In New York there were 
more than 50 different organ­
zations that sponsored awards 
like this. I will continue this for 
as long as I can.' ' 
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'l'o I\ l J l·:111ployccr; : 

1-:,,c li d<1y t'llttil1)ycc~; uf t.l1c St 11t C i.t:y Fir(: IJ1·p.i1l.111,•11L J.Ht 1•1idr• p1 <if 1 ·:::;i,>1J;1l 
J•'i r.c , Rc~;c:u0, EMS , ancl r.ommun.i.ty services to t.l1c J.oca ·1 r·ommurLi.ty w j th 
pt i.dc c.1nd dedicu.t.io n . Occa!,iunally ~,.i l 1a LiuJJ :; ar i.~;1, wli<:n 111cm!Jc:rs CJ[ o ur 
clr•pa 1· t.mc1t L ,ire! c al le<i uro11 Lo pee (onn above ,111d b,:yond I IH! 11on11.t I :.r:opr. 
ol their a ssigned duty . 'l'h .i. s Llcpartment wi.sltc:r, to rccocJnj_z e Lhosc 
i11cLivi.du,LLs by Lhc e~,Labl.i.slunt:ut ut i.l " L•'iu!fj,JJ1LcL ul Ll1c: Yi:c.11: ft•:1.:.tu.l" . 

HccPntly ,1 committ er. c o mpri:,cd o f c.1 c"i.t:j :'.CJt fr.u1n Lhc co11111111 n i.Ly , .:1 b o .. rd 
111< .. '11tbt~r , cl fji:,.;Lightcr·, .:inc.I a c,1pL.Ji11 wa:; c:c 1 11v,· 11,!d Lo t>ttLJ..in,..: i.lll .:iw.c:i.cl 

proc1 1·c1 m and s c~l c)ct il r· r~--:i..p1<' 1tl. tn r· the Ji 1 :; L y ,:.:s r '!; il',Jil l d . 'l'h<' 
committee members arc Mr . Jame:., Iv . Pryor, Doarc.l mc111bcr B . J>.1ul S.-inndcrs , 
1:i1 ,, fj,Jht..-::r Fr<11 1k J,c;v.-urduw:;ki ,\lld Capla.i.11 ll ,11 1k Ol<•:;011 . 

'l'h.i. :.; commi ttee ha ~, csL1bL.i:..;hcd Lin: fulluwi.tl(J pt u<Jtc:1111 : 

1 . T h e Firef .i.ghter of t.h , · y,!c.1 r ,t\•htrd w i l I b..; c;(JJnrc i scd of L,,,o ( 2) 
µL1qucs ; one plaque will be prov .i.<.kd to Lhc 1·cc i p i.ellL, .:t second plaque 
\vi.11 remain in the Dcpart-.mcnt ll1:.:i.dgu.:1cte1·:.; 11 o t.i. n ~J each y t..~ar':; c.l!lccl:i.011 . 
/\dd.i t.i..onal ly, th e award will b e p resented in me mo1 y of 1. h,~ J ate El sie V. 
Pcyor a nd i nvolve .:i $250 cash endowment . I-:J sic Pryor wockeJ cotml:ler;r-; 
h o u n; b ehind the scene toward t h e estc1bli.shrncnt of ouL· D<.:p,lrlm<!11t .i.n 
late 1988 a n d ~arly 1 989 . 

7 . Fi ref .ighters , EngineP.rs , C,1rLains c1 nc.l Ch i.. c I' 0 f: f i c:cr:; wi 11 br: 
,:l i.y.ible to r·ecc.ivc thiLl i.l\vi.ln.l . 

3 . The award will be presented at the c1rn1ua L Su n City l·' .i.n.: l'n~vcntion 
D,1y program duri.n g N.::ition<1J f ire Prcvcntiu11 Week in <..:ilJ Ly Oci.uL(•L c.:1ch 
y (' il I • • 

4 . 'l'hc award will be prc:..;cu t.ed for mcr.i Lot .i.ous !..;eJ. vi.cc du r i.110 I.he 
prr~v.ious fiscal year , July 1 ~~1: to ~lune JO t:h. f1 0 wevcr U1t. first ,7 \ ·.1.tnl 

\Ji . .11 cover t h r:: pei:iorl Janu<1ry 1, 1 9B<J thr.ouc;li June 30 , 199). . 

•; . I\ n o mjnati.on reVl('W cn111111jt.t r•p will rt'Vit•w 11 rn,,jn,7l.io11 :; rcc 0i.v0cl 
It u 11t e mp.LoycL!s ul th,.: Ue parlmcut . 'l'li<.' • cu11111 1i.l. l.c:c 111.i..l I. be l;UlltLJl'. .i. :.; cd o[ 
one ( l) S un City cit.izcn, ( l) Sun Ci.t:y 1-'ir. 0 Di:.;t.ri c t Llo<.1cLI mcmbt:J' and 
two ( 2) me mbers of the Sun City Fire Oepcl 1· trnen t; one (1) off iccr and one 
( l) firefighter . The inrl.i.v.idu.:.il:.; n o ted c.1uuvc wi.LJ. .:.i J ::;o serve o u t.hc 
ini. tial n omj 11at:io 11 Lr:v.iew cornrni. ttec . 
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6 . Employees that witnc::; ~:; o r h .:.1ve direct: k11owJ.edgt~ o[ 111<~.d .Lorious 
~.er vi.cc• pc~t f orme d b y ,7. ft· lJ <JW 1•111plnyct~ dl .f) 1:11<:0t11 .l'J( ' d L(J 11nr11 i.11.it·.,, t:h.-tt: 
cn1f)luyce. N o 111.inaLio11::; m.i.y Lie r.11bmi Lte <l 0 11 ,1 11 0 1n i 11d ti.011 [orm (:1l.l".achcd) 
ut L,y d L,~tlcr.- a<ldrc:::.;1.)d Lu 1· 1i,~ 11 u 111.i11aLi ,,11 1:,,;11111it.L,·• · . 1t/l1• : Ll1 c r 11: : i. 11,J t.lH! 

form or submitting a letter the followinq j 11f01.m, t1: jon :-:;hould be 
:.; nppl ied ; 

a. No minee's nc1mc . 
b . I ncidcnt Number . ( .i.£ , tpplicab I t~) 
c. Nurra ti ve dcscripli011 of the :;i Lua ti.o n for. \vhi c h t_ he: 

n o mination is made . 'J'he date( ::) o f Ll1c ::; j Lu:1Lion r_;h ,) ttlrl 
c1lso be .1 11c luded . 

d . /\<lcU t i.011a.l co111111<'n ts ~;uppor ti119 your ll<JIII i.na L i.011 . 
e . Your num:~ . (optional) 'l'hc 11c1mc of the i11cli vj du.:i.J. ( ~-;) 11 0 m i.11<.1ting 

.:i. n employee wi. L.L .::ilw.iy:, IJe k.cpl cu11l..i.d1·nl.i. ,1l . 'l'hott<Ji> 0[1i_.i.uH<..1.J. 

.it is rccommcndcJ ~'• )I t pr·ovidc yo11 r 11 ;\111<' i.11 !:Itri r! v1 ~11I: t· hr.tl. thr. 
nominatin'} c.:ommil.l.....:ci neeJs adJi.L.i o 11 ;1l j _nf o1.111«Li.c;11 t o ltc~l.p them 
select n dc~erving rc~ipicnt . 

f . D<1te nomin,, ri on r;11b111i ltccl . 

llo111irt,,tions for the first ,7w.::ir.d fo1~ tlic rcrjcx l ~LH1u,1ry 1 , 190Sl (the cfot0 
Lhis department:. was of.fic..;ial.ly cstc:.1ulisltcd) dlld June JO , l'..J92 111u ~;t be 
:,;ulimi t tcd by Scptem!Jcr 11 , 19 97. . S ub111.i. L 110 111i. 11.-:1 L.i.on~; Lhrougli i11 l:croi [ i.cc 
mu. .i l or U. S . Mail to Ct,pt,, .ir i Olc~;on at StaUon 13] , 1 3013 Nor.th JJH.h 
1\ve11tIL', S11n City , J\ri:~on.:.i OSJ'.;l . On<! cxc,·pl..i.on; i1t I.It<! cvc:nl U1;1L y o u r 
11<1111in,1t.ion involv<~s C .:lpt.. Olt)S<Jn , Ll11 : 11 f on-1. 11<.I you1 · 11< 111 i11;1Li()11 t.,1 111, .: ,1 L 
tli<' address below . 

'1''1 j ~:; .i.~; ,1n <l\v,1nl by tlt t-~ 111,·11we1::.; ot U tl C (ll ' jli\L l111, · 11L for l lw 1:w111 ! , 1:1 : : u f. 0111 · 
d0p,1 rtment. Each employee i s :1skcd tr, r,,r ·Lic jp,llc i 11 t _f, ,. '.;cJ., ,,....1.i. o n 
pr o c<1:.-;:..~. Yo u b<~ the -jud<J C and decide wli,il. ~;jLuat..i. 0 11 uL· cvc•11I. i :; \vorU 1y 
, i[ (;n11:,jcJ,,1;1L i o 11 . Ol.iv .i.u11:;ly d1-am,1L i_c ii1c 11 r 1.i.v,·1· J <!:,r:111:: ; mi,1 111 co111<.: 

lo mind a nd <1re d ef i11 i te ly wor l hy of norn.i. 11.1 Liu11. 01 her si Lu.t t i• ,n~; 
i11vnlvi11<J co1111t11tnit.y s e rv.i.cc and tra.i.11.i.11<J :;ho 11ld uc c:011 .;iJcn·d .i:; vl•!ll. 
l\dui. tion.:1l]y cmp1oycc~; that conti.nt1011s.Ly qjv<! ol tlh, .i. r ow11 Lim,, to help 
other employees might be co11s .i.dere<l too . 

T ,7111 pl C'i.1:;ccl t o ;:rnnotincc thj" progrum l: h,11 . w i ·1 I n~C:1) <Jl1 i :,c tho:-;c; 
ind i.v.i.duals who t1.uJ.y dl?.dicale thcrn:.;elvl!:, l1J Ll1c l:' j _J_c :;er v i c· ,; , the :;u 1t 
Ci. ty Fire Department and o ur l ocal commun ity. 7\nd lam ,·z\-.r.c•mr• ly 
1i.l c,1 ::;ed Lhat Mr . Pryor h .:-1:. rccoqni.zcd ; t1 Hl h n 1101 eel ,,111 d(!p.-11·r.1a,·rti in 

l,1nv.i.di.11<J Lhc c.:a:.;h ,:11,v.icd u1 Lh1: me111ury ul hi:; l ;1L1: vii I• ! J.l:;i,·. 

Your lwlp is neede d , ple.-:i.sc t.-:i.ke a few m.i.11ut.e:; ,1 11t.l co11:,id,:r 11u1it i.n,d:ing 
one of y o ur fellow employees for t:hi:~ aw<1rd . 'l'lw11k you . 

Sincerely , 

{ I I . I .• ' / 

1701 7 Nonrn 99TH AV[NUE SUN CITY, Al l17m,A [;'jJ7J.;•001 (f.o:>) ')!l-:'371 
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SC Fire District considers buying Station 3 
Rural/Metro Co. to sell fire house for $40,000 
By RICK GONZALEZ 
Sun Cities Independent 

The Sun City Fire District is one 
s tep closer to acquiring the 
community's oldest fire house from 
a private fire-protection company. 

The fire district's board of 
directors met last week to discuss 
the purchase of station No. 3, 
located on 111th Avenue, at a cost 
of about $40,000 from Rural/Metro 
Corporation. 

No vote was made on the matter 
due to minor details which have yet 
to be worked out Officials expect 

final negotiations to be completed 
soon. 

During a special meeting held 
June 26, board members questioned 
the wording used in some parts of 
the contract between Rural/Metro 
and the fire district. The board 
wants to clarify when Rural/Metro, 
a private company which furnishes 
ambulance service, will leave Sun 
City. Attorneys for both parties 
also must talce a final look at the 
contracts before any action can be 
taken·. 

The fire district already owns the 
two other fire stations in Sun City, 

both on 99th Avenue. 
Brayton Willis, fire board clerk, 

says the station, located south of 
Grand Avenue on the Sun City side 
of 111th Avenue, "is in a very, very 
appropriate location." The station's 
location allows firefighters to arrive 
on emergency calls within the 
department's goal of five minutes, 
he says. The station serves 
Youngtown residents as well as 
residents in the western portion of 
Sun City. 

Mr. Willis says it is important to 

See STATION, Page 14 
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Station No. 3, located on 111th Avenue In Sun City. 

keep the station where it is because, 
without it, "it would be well over 
six minutes" before firefighters 
from the other stations would arrive 
at an emergency in that area. 

Mr. Willis says the station also is 
needed because "there is no other 
place to build a station" in Sun 
City. If the fire district tried to 
purchase a piece of property to 
build a station, the cost for the 
property alone would be about 
$300,000. 

Sun City Fire Chief Jim Sebert 
told the board he has talked to a 
Youngtown architect about possibly 
renovating the fire house because 
the building needs such repairs as 
interior work, electrical wiring and 
plumbing. Board President ~Y 
,Rengel says before board members 
'.agree to hire the architect, they 
·must decide what they want done. 

"I'd like to make it as much like 
the other stations," he says. Mr. 
Rengel figures the station's 
:condition will be comparable to the 
other stations "within two to three 
·years. 
, "I want to do everything I can to 
make it liveable." 

: Board members estimate 
renovations will cost approximately 
·sso,ooo. 
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lmprovementsJn .. $tOre .fci,r :fjre Jtation ~11 
· By JACQUE PAPPAS · · ·. secure -anothe/1~~t'i~rl I · do\1bf!we-~·co~d ':-.ii:;B~~nru. :iig J~mi~, Sun· City will ha;e'.1'. l 

Daily News-Sun staff buy property for what we are bµying . t~~-.two paramedics assigned to·evecy engine on¥-
SUN CITY.:... For more than eight years, station for." · · · ·. · ·-'·' .. '' ;_ the fleet:.Thaf distinction entitles them to.;' 

Capt. Deryl Malone has seen firefighters at The station is the oldest fire ' station·· iri ' a reimburse'i:nent ' for paramedic services , 1 

Sun City Fire Station No. 3 settle for Sun City, built more than 25 years ago. ' It instead of having AMT bill for paramedic ·, ' 
second best. · was designed as a three-bedroom home to services. · ,' 

Cramped quarters, old furniture and an blend in with the neighborhood. Sebert said the department estimates it /. 
engine garage· without doors. Sebert; said . the district has been neg- will get $50,000 a year in reimbursements . . :) 

"The big jok~ is that. th~s _ has always otiating_for many months _with R~al/Metro · "We have been negotiating for_ abo1;1t ~~;'. 
been the ~and-me-down ~tation. Wh~~; an- and compaJly fou:r:ider Louis A. Witzeman to ·months to try and 'provide a system in SUI¼.; 

. other station go~, somethmg _ne~ we wo~l? purchase_ tb~ s~at10n. · . City that mirrors those in the sll:1'oun~~.,. 
~et the old one, Malone s~

1
id. The contli- '.I'he deal is expected tog? thro~gh escrow · communities. This is also . done m :P~i;lij_-~-

tions have been pretty poor. . no later t~an Sept. 1, said Cyril Rengel, Glendale and Phoenix," Sebert safd.' "~is . 1 
But the hand-me-down d_ays ~or s~atl?n board ·p~esident. . . really helps us offset the cost of sending;· ; 

No. 3 are about over,·Sun City Fire Distnct He said the board will most hkely end up our firefighters to paramedic school." t J 
board members said Tuesday. spending up_ to $110,000 on major repairs · . . , t · · rt f __,(f • 

At a monthly board of directors meeting, at the station in the next couple of years. T~e diStnct s amb~lance ranspo ~ ion 
the board approved the transfer of $39,458 "We intend to fix up that station and get ~,ervice agr~eme~t. with. AMT ,essentially 
from its capital projects account to pur- it in the condition it should be. There are a puts d~wn,,m wntmg_thmgs we ve already, 
chase the station from Rural/Metro Corp. lot of major .things that need to be don_e.· been_ doi?g, Sebert said. . . . ,· 

In addition, the board approv~d paying These _ people have been living in a sub- He s~id the. agreement guarantees that · 
an architect $1,651 to draft the initial standard situation there," Rengel said. · AMT ~ill provide three ambulanc~_for the 
plans of remodeling the station, at 13013. Major repairs will most likely include e~clusive use of emergency calls~m Sun 
N. 111th Ave. putting doors on the garage area of the City and Youngtown. The agreerrMnt al~o 

Sun City Fire District has leased Station station where the fire vehicles are kept. ~;1o;s for backups when the v~Jume is 
3 from Rural/Metro since the board voted to Other repairs may include enlarging the ig · 
replace the corporation's fire protection kitchen and other cosmetic improvements. In other business: 
services with a self-managed fire depart- Rengel said the station would be re- ■ The board presented Sun Citian Mor-
ment. furbished with money from the district's ris Heitowit, a retired member of the New · 

Since then, Malone said the board has capital improvement fund. York City Fire Department with a cer-
provided the station many perks such as a In other business at the meeting, the tificate of appreciation for his work in a 
new television, computer and air condi- board announced that it is ready : to sign myriad of fire prevention projects. 
tioner. · two agreements with Arizona : Medical ■ There will be three posts on the five-

Even so, the station still needed cosmetic Transport, which supplies ambulance ser- member board up for grabs in November. 
and security repairs that Rural/Metro was vices in Sun City and Youngtown. Directors George Lange, Brayton Willis 
not willing to do. The district's advanced life support and and John Bergvall's terms expire. They are 

"With the landlord a couple of steps labor services agreement will allow Sun all eligible to run for re-election. 
removed it was hard to get things done: City to be reimbursed by AMT when fire- ■ The board cancelled it's regular board 
But this will all change now," said Chief -fighters give paramedic services on _an meeting in August. The next meeting will · 
Jim Sebert. "If we were to go out and emergency call. be at 9:30 a.m. Sept. 15. 



. . . . . .· • :,::-':~::,::;:N~:s~i i 
Engineer ·Harold Brown shines an ~ngine based at Stati~~ ,;;--ha.s leased the building from R~ral/Metro Corp., is m~~ing · · 
3, 13013 N . 111 th Ave. The Sun City Fire .District, which -i plans to buy it for. about $40,000. ' 

I ',.. :. ',• ..( 
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~I!P~r~~:~s .. · ~--
budget · -
Taxes expected 
to be raised 
By Jeff Nelson · 
Special to Community 

SUN CITY - The Sun City Fire 
District board of directors has approved a 
$2.57 million budget for the 1992-93 fiscal 
year that includes no cost-of-living in­
creases for employees, about $40,000 to 
purchase a fire station, and a slight tax 
hike. . 

The budget·was unanimously approved 
by the five-member board at its June 16 
meeting. 

'Merit step increases of 5 perceni will be 
paid to 33 full-time 'employees under the 
new budget, Chief Jim Siebert said. 

However, because of a cost-of-living 
freeze, the 13 people currently at the top 
of the pay scale will not receive any 
increases, he said. 
. The Fire _District is also working on a 

deal to acqujre the nural/Metro-owned 
fire station at. 13013 N. 111th Avenue, 

· presently leased by the Fir~ District to 
serve reside~~Jiying iri Youngtown and 
the western w~1on of Sun City. 

The Rural/_Metro station is one of three 
stations used by the Sun City Fire District. 
The other .two are owned by the fire 
district. · ~ · 

Board members have tentatively sched­
uled: a special meeting Friday to discuss 
details of.the purchase. 

If the -statioh ··is purchased, it will 
require at least $50,000 in renovation 
work, said Brayton Willis, clerk of the 
board. . · ' 

He said ihe building is in serious 
disrepair, - a~d that it needs a new 
driveway, electrical wiring, plUJpbing and 
interior work., ·. ~ .. •. • .~ •'-"' .. "(,_ · . · . 
· While· Fire bi.strict ogiciius how what 
": ., .: .:;,:. :- t(., ~~~- B

0
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BOARD 
they need to spend during the 
1992-93 fiscal year, what they will 
receive won't be known until 
August. 

That's when the county deter­
mines what Sun City's assessed 
valuation is, Willis said. 

The Fire District's budget relies 
on county assistance and money 
raised through a Fire District tax 
on property in Sun City. 

The Sun City Fire Distriefatax 
rate is 95 cents per $100 assfued 
valuation, which is one of the eight 
lowest in the state. 

For a house assessed at $50,000, 
the Sun City Fire District tax 
amounts to about $47 a year, and 
the county assistance tax is 42 
cents a year, Willis said. 

Willis said he expects the Sun 
City Fire District tax to go up at 
least "a few cents" because of a 
law enacted June 9 that puts a 
$300,000 cap on the amount the 
county will pay to support a fire 
district. 

The law is aimed at protecting 
those who do not live in one of the 
state's 139 fire districts but have 
had to pay a fire district tax. 

Its passage is expected to place a 
bigger burden on those living in 
fire districts, including Sun City. 

This year, the Sun City Fire 
District received $360,000 in 
county fire district ' assistance 
taxes and expected $460,000 for 
the 1992-93 year, based on the old 
law. 

Under the new law, the district 
can expect no more than $300,000, 
and the fire district tax paid by 
Sun City property owners will 

"The fire tax could 
go up a few cents 
on properties in 
Sun City, but we 
won't know until 
our assessed 
valuation comes 
in." 

Brayton Willis 
Clerk 

Sun City Fire District board 

have to be increased to make up 
the difference. 

"The fire tax could go up a few 
cents on properties in Sun City," 
Willis said, "but we won't know 
until our assessed valuation comes 
. " In. 

Sun City residents would see the 
tax increase on their October tax 
bills, he said. 

In other business, the Fire 
District is considering purchasing 
a smaller ladder truck this year, 
using money from its capital 
improvements budget. 

Siebert said the ladder tender 
truck would replace the larger 
ladder truck, presently used on 
house fires and medical calls. 

Fire District officials are hoping 
that by using the larger ladder 
truck only for larger commercial 

. building fires, they can extend its 
life by 10-12 years. 

Large ladder trucks cost as 
much as $550,000, as opposed to 
$100,000 for the smaller vehicle, 
he said. 
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By BRAYTON P. WILLIS 
Thf..! Sun City Fire Board had - _ ___ M_ y;..._v_i_e_w ___ _ 

high hopes of lowering the fire though the assessed valuation of 
tax for fiscal 1992-93, but the properties in Sun City dropped 
Legislature and !?Pec·ial interest below $200 milli9n. The assessed 
gr¢ups had other ideas. valuation here has gone down 

.'Under the present Fire Dis- steadily, from $216 million m 
tr'ict Assistance Tax Law, ARS 1989, a major factor in deter­
t l8-807, we would have received mining the fire tax. 
approximately $460,000, or No pay raises were granted 
$138,000 more than in fiscal fire department personnel for 
1991-92. this coming year, which is the 

House Bill 2279, introduced in case in fire departments all over 
the current Legislature, would the Valley. The Fire Board must 
have eliminated all FDAT for all plan for the purchase of Station 
139 fire d~stricts ~n Ari_zon~. No. 3 on 111th Avenue, plus 

~he_ Arizona Fire District As- setting aside money for its re­
sociat1on battle~ long and hard, "" pair and renovation. 
an~ a c?~prom1se was reached, The Sun City Fire Department 
w_h1c~ hm1ts the 13 l~rger fire is answering more than 5,000 
d1stncts to a maximum of calls per year, which amounts to 
$300,000 yearly, a loss of more than 2 000 more calls than 
$160,000 to Sun City. any other fire district in Ari-

The proposed budget for the zona. 
Sun City Fire Department was Since 84 percent of the 5,000 
passed on May 19, and showed a calls are medically related, the 
reduction of $11,568 over the Fire Board has found it neces-
1991-92 budget. sary to expand its paramedic 

If t_he pr~sent FDAT Law had force to cope with the ever­
remamed m . effect, plus_ . the · increasing medical assistance 
budget reduction, Sun C1t1ans needed for our aging population. 
could _hav~ looked forward to a At present, we have 25 par­
reduction m our fire tax, even amedics for Sun Citians' assist-

ance. 
Further, to preserve the life of 

our 1975 ladder truck, the board 
is considering buying Ji smaller 
unit to relieve the ladder truck 
from medical runs. The cost of a 
ladder truck would be well over 
$650,000. 

The Fire Board has as its goal 
to arrive on the scene of its 
5,000 calls in less than five 
minutes. Anyone familiar with 
fire and life safety knows that 
these first five minutes are 
critical. Letters and calls to the 
Fire Board . all contain high 
praise for the young men and 
women who are devoted to Sun 
Citians. 

So long as our calls remain 
over 5,000 yearly, there is no 
way we can reduce our services, 
even though as said before in 
this letter, the Legislature would 
have eliminated more than 
$400,000 from our revenues. 

Thirteen fire districts in Ari­
zona have budgets of over a mil­
lion dollars. The Sun City Fire 
Tax of 95 cents per $100 of 
assessed valuation still remains 
far below the fire tax of the 
other 12. 

I personally view my 1991 fire 
tax of $48.70 as a real bargain" 
and very·cheap insurance, bas~~' 
on the qua Ii ty of services offered Cl! 
by the Sun City Fire Depart- 1 
ment and its paramedics. One~ 
trip to a fine restaurant or a trip 1, 
to Laughlin or Vegas woµld COl'!t1 
far more. r :, 

';"\ 
Some recent letters to the edi- , 

tor concerning the Fire Board11 
have contained erroneous figure~ 
and statements, and in my op( 
nion were meant solely to un- , 
dermine our efforts toward the 
life safety of Sun Citians. ,. :l. 

All the decisions of the board 
have been by majority - a 4 to i 
vote. This majority is well

11 
versed in matters of fire protec• 
tion, medical assistance, man­
agement and the fiancial aspects 
of fire department operations. . 

The Fire Board has a Speakers ; 
Bureau and would be pleased to I 
address this subject with any J 
organization that needs further 
information or enlightenment.·; 
Call 974-4977 for a board repre- 1 
sentative. 

WiJJis is clerk of the Sun City '. 
Fire Board. · 

0 
0 .z , 
z • t 
Ill 

. I 

"' C 
:, 
' 
"' C 
.:s 
Q -~ 

c... 
C 
:, 

• ... 
... 
"° "° ..., 



e THE ARlzONA R EPUBLIC 

Fire district ~ 
is adding_ --~ . . ~ 

paramedics ·: ~ 
Will have pair · 
on each vehicle . 
By Lori Baker 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY - The Sun City Fire 
District board plans to place two 
paramedics on each fire response 
vehicle to provide better emer­
gency medical service. 

"We're trying to do what Glen­
dale Phoenix and Peoria do, which 
is to' have two paramedics on each 
engine," board clerk Brayton W_il­
lis said. The board made its 
decision for the paramedics Fe)J. 
18. "With a heart attack or -a 
major accident, you need all the 
paramedics you can get," Brayton 
said. 

Currently, one paramedic is 
assigned to each unit. 

To provide two paramedics on 
each of the district's four fire units 
during all three shifts, 24 certified 
paramedics will be needed. 

The fire district has 15 cer.tified 
paramedics. Four others have com­
pleted training and await national 
certification, and five firefighters 
will complete paramedic training 
in the fall, Chief James Sebert 
said. 

"It will be more cost-effective to 
be able to provide parametliy 
service with one fire unit instead 
of two," Sebert said. "Until all the 
paramedics are certified, we will 
be responding about 35 percent ?f 
the time with two paramedics on ~ 
unit." 

In 1991, the Sun City Fire 
District's 43 firefighters responded 
to 4,361 emergency medical calls 
in Sun City and Youngtown. That 
represented 83.2 percent of the 
total calls for service, Sebert said, · 

See FIRE, Page 8 

Of the medical calls, 2,647 
required paramedic services, Se­
bert said. 

All firefighters are certified 
emergency medical technicians 
and can handle "basic life sup­

. port" such as cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation, controlling bleeding 
and splinting a fractured leg, 
Sebert said. A paramedic is trained 
in advanced life support tech­
niques, including administering 
drugs under supervision of a doc­
tor. 

Average response times in 1991 
improved over the previous year -
4 minutes and 1 second, compared 
with 4 minutes and 14 seconds. 

But Sebert said the district 
would have done even better if Bell 
Road had not been under construc­
tion. 

"We were averaging 3 minutes 
and 50 seconds until the Bell Road 
construction started, and that 
slowed us down a bit to have to go 
through the barricades and traf­
fic," Sebert said. "After the con­
struction is over with, we will do 
even better." 

One of the reasons response 
time was improved is that the fire 

district put medical equipment on 
its ladder truck so it could be used 
to respond to medical emergencies. 

"It's controversial because peo­
ple wonder why a ladder truck 
responded, but if they're having a 
heart attack and it responded, the 
person receiving the service under­
stands the obvious value," Sebert 
said. 

Sebert said response time also 
was quicker because he started 
having "dedicated" drivers who 
became familiar with certain parts 
of St!.n City. 

"Before, there was a different 
driver every day of the week. Now, 
they know the street layouts and 
the operation of the vehicle," 
Sebert said. 

Meanwhile, it was announced at 
the board meeting that Jeff Hum­
mel, a Sun City Fire District 
paramedic, was selected as the 
outstanding paramedic for 1991 by 
Walter 0 . Boswell Hospital. He 
was chosen from the 38 paramed­
ics stationed at Boswell. He re­
ceived $100, a watch and a plaque. 
It was the second consecutive year 
a Sun City Fire District paramedic 
received the honor. 

In other business, the board 
decided to offer fire protection to 
the Sun Cities Art Museum, 17425 
N. 115th Ave., at a cost of $100 per 
year. The museum's contract with 
Rural/Metro expires in April, and 
museum officials had asked the 

fire district if it would provide fire 
protection because of Sun City's 
proximity to the district's fire 
station at 99th Avenue and Bell 
Road. 

The board also approved pur­
chasing $7,000 in fire equipment. 
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Fire district _· · 
taxes up in 
Sun Cities 
By Lort Baker 
Staff writer • 

•\ 

; SUN· CITIES - Residents of 
Sun City and Sun City West will be 
paying higher fire district ' t.axes 
this year. , j 
' The Sun City Fire District t.ax · 
increased frQm 92.6 cents to 95:s 
cents per $100 assessed valuation, 
while the Sun City West · Fire 

. District t.ax went from $1:186 to 
· $1.20 per $100 assessed valuation. 

Sun City West District Boar<i 
Chairman Jim Maley said he was 
surprised that the t.ax rate in-

1creased. • ~~ . 1 1 

".We ~xpected a slight decrease 
~use we thought the assessed 
,valuation w.ould go up higher,,but 
we don'~ know what they're put-

- ting on the records until ~hey do 
it," Maley ~d. "We're pleased it is 
only a slight increase, and we 
expect tpe tax rate· to be going 
~own in ~e future." . 

" .. ··Sun City West's assessed valua­
t1on is . $122 million, UJ? from 
$115 million in 1990. • ' . 

: Meanwhile, Sun City Fire Dis­
trict Board clerk Brayton Willis_ 

• said the slight increase in Sun 
- City's tax was'expected because he · 
. had been' told by county officials 

.,.,,that the - communiiys £assessed. 
_,,,, valuation would declme. The as­

sessed valuation decreased from 
$214 miWon in 1990 to $200 mil-

. lion this year. · . , , -· 
.. '.Maricopa County Assessor Ira, 
Friedman said Sun City's assessed 
valuation decreased due to severa,1 '1 
reasons, including the economy. . 1 

- "We've had a downturn in moet 
~ of the' Valley," Friedman I I said .. "The lack of new ~nstruction·, 
combined with the decrease . in 
values ·of existing prop_erties 1 

· caused it." 
·"'·. He said valuation of shopping 
,:centers has decreased because the 
original assessment was based on 
:inflated property values during 
:the mid-1980s. 
' "We're 'bringing property values 
-pi.to reality," Friedman said. ' ' 
·~:· In Sun City and Sun City West, 
:taxes paid by residents are used to 1 

'.finance the bulk of the.fire depart­
-:ments' expenses. The rest is paid 
1
by the County Fire District Assist-
,.. See FIRE, Page 4 

t· ' 
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F• b _-d- 7/17/9'1. -b ire u get receives onus 
SC district 
to get more 
county funds 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - There's good 
fiscal news on the horizon for 
the Sun City Fire District. 

During the 1992-93 fiscal year, 
the district will get 10 percent 
more than usual in county fire 
district assistance tax money, 
members of the fire board an• 
nounced Tuesday. 

Because of a change in the 
Arizona Revised Statutes, fire 
districts are prohibited from 

-From Al 

getting more than 10 percent of 
the tax money received the year 
before from Maricopa County. 

In years past, districts were 
getting as much as 40 percent of 
their annual budgets from the 
county. 

The new law, however, allows 
fire districts to get 20 percent in 
county tax money every five 
years. 

County and fire district offi­
cials had been debating whether 
the 20 percent should be paid in 
1991-92 or 1992-93 and the issue 
was finally decided when H.B. 
2283 was signed into law. 

The bill fixes the start of the 
20 percent clause in 1992-93. 

"If the law did not change and 
we still got 40 percent of our 
budget and our assessed valu-

$200 million in 1991-92. 

ation was $214 million, the tax­
payers would have paid 66 cents 
this year instead of 92 cents," 
said Fire Board Clerk Brayton 
Willis. 

Board Vice Chairman George 
Lange said he has heard a 
rumor that there will be an at­
tempt next year to eliminate the 
county assistance tax altogether. 

Willis said he does not know 
of any organized effort to eli­
minate the tax next year. 

"People are always trying to 
take the county assistance· tax 
from the fire districts," Willis 
said. "Our fire tax would prob­
ably jump to $1.50 if they took 
that money from our budget." 

In 1984, the Sun City Fire 
District got $500,000 from the 
county. 

Because of the change in the 
law, the distnct in 1990-91 got 
$369,487. If the old law was still 
in effect, the district would have 
gotten $950,000. 

In 1991-92 the district will get 
10 percent of its $2.58 million 
budget. The fire tax is expected 
to increase by a few pennies 
from the current 92 cents per 
$100 of assessed valuation. 

"Every once in a while people 
take a shot at us ... but they 
never bother to read that our 
assessed valuation is going down 
and that :we only get a percent· 
age of county money that we 
used to. We have no control over 
all these things," Willis said. 

The assessed value of a com­
munity has a direct affect on the 

See Fire, A5 

amount of tax revenue in a fire 
district. 

The Maricopa County Assessor 
has estimated that Sun City's 
assessed valuation will drop 
from $214 million in 1990 to 

The decrease in total property 
values means a tax increase for 
property owners in the district. 

district has received a $2,262 
reduction in its annual insur­
ance premium. 

firefighters in the district un• 
dergo extensive training. 

Since January, district fire­
fighters have had 4,319 hours in 
training in a variety of areas 
from emergency medical services 
to rescue practices. 

Volunteer Firemen's Insur­
In other business at Tuesday's ance Service reduced the pre• 

board meeting, Willis said the mium after discovering that 
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~ Sun Citians oust fire board chairman 
! By JACQUE PAPPAS 
cc: Daily News-Sun staff 
;;'; PHOENIX - Everette John­
~ son, chairman of the Sun City 
r,::i Fire District board, was ousted 
cc: from his post Tuesday after 10 
~ years of service as a volunteer 

director. 
Incumbent 

Cyril Rengel 
f; and newcomer 

B. Paul Saun­
ders were the , 
winners in the \ , 
four-way race 
for two four- \ 
year terms on ,.. , 
the Sun City..,,.__.,._ 
fire board. Saunders 

Unofficial election results 
show Saunders with 9,815 votes; 
Rengel, 7,768; Johnson, 6,957; 
and Bert Brosius, 4,741. 

Johnson said he was shocked 
that he was not elected because 
he campaigned agressively for 
his re-election. 

Negative campaigning by 
board clerk Brayton Willis may 
have influenced voters in Sun 
City, Johnson said. 

Willis wrote a number of let­
ters to local newspapers blasting 
Johnson as a do-nothing board 
member who persuaded other 
directors to elect him as chair­
man before the issue was dis­
cussed in executive session. 

"It's strictly a personal 
thing," Johnson said. "I thought 
it would be a bit childish if I 
were to answer his attacks. If I 
was as stupid and dumb as he 
wants to believe, I don't think I 

would have been chairman for 
four years." 

"Maybe it was jealousy," 
Johnson said. "But I think I did 
my share for the fire board and 
served the people well." 

Johnson said his experience 
on the board was his most 
valuable asset. 

Other candidates said their 
professional fire experience was 
an asset. 

Saunders said he did little 
campaigning for the office and 
wanted to "just let the voters 
decide on my credentials." 

Saunders, 63, worked for the 
Phoenix Fire Department for 28 
years and was Arizona state fire 
marshal for 11 years. He was 
out of towll today and unavail­
able for comment. 

Rengel, 77, who has been on 
the fire board for eight years, is 
vice chairman. He worked for 
the Minneapolis Fire Depart­
ment for 25 years and has ex­
tensive firefighting experience 
in a number of states including 
Arizona. 

"I kind of expected to do bet­
ter," Rengel said. "I put a lot of 
effort into it. I'm happy to be 
elected again. We've got a pro­
gram here in its infancy and it 
needs a lot of work. We have a 
good foundation and I think 
we're on the way." 

Rengel said that some people 
may have voted against in­
cumbents because the fire tax 
went up. 

"The ones who took the time 
to find out all the services they 

WATCHING, WAITING - Everette Johnson and his wife, 
Josephine, watch election results from their home. Johnson, 

got for the increase don't com­
plain. Some people just look at 
the bottom line - their truces," 
he said. 

The Sun City Fire District tax 
increased from 63 cents last 
year to 90 cents this year be­
cause of a drop in the commu-

chairman of the Sun City Fire District, was defeated 
Tuesday in a bid for re-election to the board. 

nity's assessed valuation, a cut 
in tax assistance from the 
county and an increase in ser­
vices. 

Brosius, 69, worked for se10e­
ral telephone companies and lias 
been an active member of the 
Sun City Posse since 1982. 



VF FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Wednesday, Feb. 21 , 1990 

Role changes for firefighters 
Medical calls outnumber fires 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Local fire­
fighters don't spend most of 
their time putting out blazes 
these days. 

That's because they are too 
busy playing doctor. 

In January, 87 percent of the 
Sun City Fire Department's call 
volume was for emergency med­
ical services. 

Fire Chief Jim Sebert said the 
image of firefighters battling 
buildings in flames has been 
gradually replaced with the 
medical assistance they provide 
to residents in the community. 

Sebert said the trend will be 
more evident in the Sun City 
department with the advent of 
more paramedic training. 

- "Our paramedic and emer­
gency services have added so 
much. In the· past everybody 
thought the firefighters just sat 

around and played checkers all 
day," Sebert said. "We have 
always responded with par­
amedic services, but now we 
will respond with more par­
amedics so the level of service is 

·better. It's like a portable 
emergency room." 

Last month the department 
responded to 503 emergency 
medical calls in Sun City and 
Youngtown and two fire related 
calls, Sebert said. 

In January 1989, the de­
partment , responded to 369 
emergency calls. 

Sebert said he does not know 
why there was such a signif­
icant increase in emergency re­
lated calls, but does not want to 
speculate with only a one-month 
track record. 

"This could be a seasonal 
thing or could just be that we 
have seen a significant increase 
in medical calls because the 

population in Sun City is get­
ting older and needs more as­
sistance," Sebert said. "Indeed 
we're on the home front here in 
Sun City with an increase of 
114 medical calls. But it's im­
portant for people to know that 
they should not call us in lieu of 
a doctor." 

Sebert said Sun City is in­
creasing the service level of 
medical care firefighters provide 
through training programs. 

Last month the department 
reported about 965 hours of or­
ganized training of which 531 
hours were for eight firefighters 
training to be certified par­
amedics. 

"It's just an increase in the 
level of service," Sebert said. 
"There are large cities where 
the fire department does not 
provide emergency services be-

. cause they have separate de­
partments for that." 

Sebert said department staff 
members are certified as an 
Emergency Medical Technician. 

Some firefighters are Inter­
mediate Medical Technicians 
and there are two Certified 
Emergency Paramedics. 

Cyril Rengel, vice president of 
the Sun City Fire Board, said 
the paramedic training will help 
the department provide the 
community with a higher level 
of service. 

"It's a positive step an~ ad­
vantage of the Sun City Fire 
Department," Rengel said at a 
monthly board meeting Tues­
day. 

- In other business at the 
meeting, board member George 
Lange proposed a motion to in­
crease the gasoline allowance 
for volunteers in the Fire 
Prevention Bureau by 50 per­
cent. 

The board unanimously voted 
to increase the allotment for the 
five volunteers from 10 gallons 
a month to 15 gallons. 

In January the volunteers 
conducted 328 inspections, 
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Da lly News-Sun photo by Mollie J . Hoppes 

Christopher Bracken, the Sun City Fire Department's first equipped for emergency medical calls. Eight. firefighters are 
paramedic, checks his gear every day to make sure he is now in training to become Certified Medical Paramedics. 
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Fire District to fight 
bill to reduce funds 
By PEG KEITH Mr. Willis. "There at"e 2,600 
Sun Cities Independent volunteers serving in Arizona fire 

districts. · 
Residents of towns and cities "What consideration does Mrs. 

are subsidizing fire districts in Steffey have for the morale of the 
unincorporated communities, people who work five days, then 
says state Rep. Lela Steffey. volunteer, weekends and nights? 

The Mesa Republican has in- They keep working and sc~ap­
troduced a legislative bill that ing, trying to do the same thm~s 
would require fire districts t? fi- the big boys down her_e (m 
nance their budgetary operattons Maricopa County) are trymg to 
with funds collected from prop- do." 
erty owners in theic.own particu- Setting up a scenario, t1r. 
lar districts. Willis pictures Mrs. Steffey with 

The bill would do away with family and friends traveling to 
the Fire District Assistance Tax, the Pinetop-Lakeside area on the 
which is collected by the various Mogollon Rim. What if one of 
counties. the party suffered a heart attack. 

Brayton Willis, clerk of the or was involved in an accident? 
Sun City Fire District board of "It's going to be up to one of 
directors, suggests that his fellow those fire districts with budgets 
residents in the Sun Cities should that are peanuts, to respond," he 
take action immediately to says. 
counter House Bill 2251. There are t 36 fire districts in 

.. About all they can do is to call Arizona. "Do you know how 
a senator or representative who is many people are served by these 
on Rep. Steffey's .c?m~~ttee districts? Only 635,000 people. 
(Counties and Mumc1pahues). I'm guessing '!1ere a_re abo~t 3 
And the only one on her com- million people m Mancopa-Pmal 
mittee from this area is Rep. counties." 
Kyle W. Hindman (R-Dist. 15)," Sun City, he says, "has a 
he says. tremendous assessed valuation," 

"My suggestion would be to estimated at $216 million, pri­
get hold of Reps. Steffey and mary and secondary evaluation. 
Hindman and let it be known that Not all the fire districts are so 
if they took 20 percent of our fortunate. 
budget - which amounts to Before 1976, Mr. Willis con­
$400,000, annually, of funds tinues, the fire districts in Ari­
from the Fire District Assistance zona received 40 percent of their 
Fund - we would be going budgets from a lieu tax on auto­
from 63 cents per $100 of as- mobiles. · 
s~~ed valuation to 89 cen~." · " · .. aiit the county still gets the 

His concern, he says, 1s not · lieu tax - and puts it into the 
just for the Sun Cities. '"There are budget," says Mr. Willis. 
so many districts out there oper- In Sun City, the Fire District 
ating on a shoe string." ' Assistance Tax is costing .0064 

Mr. Willis says there are _35 or two-thirds of a penny' per 
fire districts in the state with $100 of assessed secondary val­
budgets under $25,000; another uation, says Mr. Willis. 
27 fire districts with budgets _of Many of the counties, though, 
$25,000 to $50,000 and 20 dis- are up to the limit, charging 10 
tricts with budgets between cents per $100 assessed valua-
$50,000 and $1 OO,qoo.. . tion. 

"There are 18 d1stncts with Cities have stepped in, and, 
budgets between $100,000 and through bond elections, have 
$200,000," he says. -"A fire tru_ck added money to fund their fire 
takes $200,000. What are the µt- district programs. 
tle districts doing? They're taking Now, the maximum rate that 
hand-,me-downs." fire districts are allowed to levy 

The clerk of the board says th~t is $2.60 per $100 of assessed 
in Sun City, each fire truck is valuation. 
furnished with $20,000 worth of Rep. Steffey would set a limit 
life-saving equipment. 

"Every single member of the / 
Mesa Fire District is paid," says See FIRE, page 6 

of $3.20 per $100 of assessed 
valuation. "That's a penalty on 
the people who choose to liv_e ~n 
the boondocks," says Mr. W1ll1s. 

Mrs. StefTey docs not thi~ ~e 
tax is fair for people who hve m 
Mesa, Tempe, Phoenix or Chan­
dler, to pay their own district tax, 
and an additional assessment for 
fire protection for people living in 
the county but not within town 

boundaries, Mr. Willis contin­
ues. 

"My argument is that I pay my 
taxes in Sun City, but do~ have 
any say, if the county decides to 
build a bridge in Mesa? 

"Sure, my tax money can be 
used anywhere in the county ... 
when we're taxed in Sun City a 
portion is used elsewhere." 
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remain lo~ 
Sun City 

By JENNIFER ARP 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Officials on 
Tuesday applauded the Sun City 
Fire District's annual report 
showing an enviable . safety re­
cord and credited the local citi­
zenry for making it possible. 
· The report, . detailing depart• 
ment activity in 1989, was re­
leased during a board of direc­
tor's meeting at the district of­
fice, 17017 N. 99th Ave. It 
states the department responded 
to 5,326 emergency calls last 
year in Sun City and Young­
town. The total estimated value 
of property lost as a result of 
1989 emergency incidents w,as 
just under $300,000, the report 
states. • 

"For a community of 45,000, 
this is going to rank as one of 
the lowest, if not the lowest, 
dollar losses in the United 
States," said board clerk Bray­
ton Willis Sr. . 

"It's a tribute to the citizens 
and the fine department and 
anyone involved with it," Willis 
said. 

Department chief Jim Sebert 
said it would be ditticult to con• 
firm Willis ' prediction, but 
agreed the community ertjoyed a 
high degree of fire safety in 
1989 and that the citizenry de­
serves some of the credit. 

"I would have to say by 
monitoring what goes on in 
other communities that we do 
have a very good safety record. I 
have a feeling it has to do with 

· the people in -Sun Ciiy ~" Sebert 
said. 

Sun City residents tend to be 
aware of fire hazards and have 
the means to take care of them, 
the chief said. "Their house: 
keeping methods are good. · 
There is an awareness among 
the -people of Sun City that cer• 
tain things need to. be ad­
dressed.' 

Sebert also praised the busi­
ness community for their 
"housekeeping" and th~ir coop• 
eration with fire inspectors for 
minimizing the commercial fire 
loss. , 

Of the incident responses last 
year, 111 were actual fire calls. 
Another 4,219: were ·emergency 
medical calls and the remaining 
996 calls were counted as 
" other , canceled or false" 
emergencies. The ·fire district 
conducted 11,445 hours of 
training in 1989 and installed 
more than 800 smoke detectors. 

Sebert said the emerge·ncy · 
medical calls in 1989 averaged 
"about one a day in Youngtown 
and about 10 a day in Sun 
City." He described the "other" 
calls as "any number of things 
that nobody else can really ad­
dress" like assisting homebound 
elderly persons. 

In other business Tuesday,-
the board: . 

• Learned · the fire district is 
in no danger of exceeding its 
nearly $1.9 million fiscal 1989-
90 budget and likely will not be 
increasing its budget next year. 

,, 



-Fire trucks 
cross city line 
to help fas_t 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - On February 1, 
Pearl Hagge frantically called 
the operator requesting medical 
help for her daughter who was 
suffering an acute asthma at­
tack. 

When the paramedics arrived 
at Hagge's Peoria home, she 
was surprised to see that Sun · 
City Fire Department crews re­
sponded. 

"I presumed the Peoria Fire · 
Department would come but all · 
their trucks were tied up so the 
Sun City department came in- · 
stead," Hagge said. "They gave ' L-------L--...... ;;.;;........., ..... __. 
·my daughter excellent care. I JIM SEBERT - The Sun City 
think it's a good idea to use the fire chief said the depart-
fire truck that can get to the • 
scene quickest. They said an- ment' s participation in au-
other two minutes and she tomatic aid has bttnefited 
would have been dead." area residents:

1 

Hagge's emergency medical 
call was one of more than 31 
cases in which the Sun City 
Fire Department has responded 
outside of its jurisdiction to aid 
surrounding communities. 

Since mid.January the Sun 
City department has be_en a part 
of a computer-aided dispatch 
service that allows local stations 
to provide automatic assistance 
when needed. 

Sun City Fire Chief Jim 
Sebert said preliminary in­
dications show that the dispatch 
service is a success. 

"I think this is a program 
that gets quality care to people 
quickly. No matter who answers 
on the scene first, the people 
have the services of a par­
amedic," Sebert said. "It's all 
done to' get the people the 
quickest possible· response re­
gardless of geographic bound­
aries." 

Sebert said Peoria, Glendale 
and Phoenix fire departments 
sent · units to calls in the Sun 
City Fire District 43 times in 
January. 

The district includes Sun City 
and Youngtown. 

Sebert said the majority of 
assistance came from Peoria and 
about one-third of the calls were 
for residences living just north 
of Union Hills Drive. 

"We've got a group of people 
both from the ambulance and 
fire department who work to­
gether for one thing - and 
that's patient care," Sebert said. 

Sebert gave the first report on 
the dispatch service at the Sun 
City Fire Board's annual meet-

- ing Tuesday. 

'I . presumed the 
Peoria Fire Department _ 
would come but all 
their trucks were tied 
up so the Sun City 
department came 
instead. They gave my 
daughter ·excellent 
care. I think it's a good 
idea to use the fire 
truck that can get to the 
scene quickest. They 
said another two 
minutes and she would 
have been dead.' 

Pearl Hagge, Peoria resident 

Brayton Willis, clerk of the 
board, said the new system is 
especially beneficial to residents 
who live on the P~oria/Sun City 
border. 

"A classic example is Camelot 
Nursing Home which is right 
next to one of our stations," 
Willis said. "The~ people there 
would have to wait for help to 
come from the Peoria station 
downtown if we didn't have the 
mutual aid service." 

The dispatch system runs on a 
computer that not only dis­
patches the nearest available 
unit, . but provides speedy in­
formation on the location of a 
call, who's responding and what 
other units are available in the 
area if needed. 
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SC Fire Department 
to train paramedics 
By PEG KEITH . 
Sun C~ies Independent 

Paramedic training is intensive, 
and there's keen competition 
among fire department personnel 
hoping to enter the -program. 

Eighteen local firemen have 
applied for paramedic classroom 
and clinical training set to begin 
this fall in Sun City. 

The Sun City district has bud­
geted for 10 students. 

Selections will be made from 
perfonnances on a written ex­
amination to be administered 
Sept. 5, and an oral interview to 
follow. 

The course, with classroom 
and clinical practice, includes 
work with certified paramedic 
personnel and physicians, in 
hospital emergency rooms and 
on-the-scene emergencies. 

The training sessions will last 
until next April. 

The coordinator/instructor will 
be Barbara Aehlert, Good 
Samaritan Health Services, in 
cooperation with Phoenix Col­
lege, Glendale Community Col­
lege and the Sun City and Glen­
dale fire districts. 

Sun City Fire District vice 
president Cyril Rengel estimates 
that the training for 10 Sun City 
Fire Department personnel will 
cost about $15,000. 

Fire Chief James Sebert rates 
Ms. Aeltlert llS one of the best 
paramedic program coordinators 
in the state, and adds "that she 
holds one of the highest su~cess 
rates in getting people through 
the course. · 

The classroom sessions will be 
conducted in the Sun City Fire 
District's board room. 

The coordinator expects nearly 
20 students will qualify for the 
class, half of them from neigh­
boring communities and fire dis­
tricts. 

The Sun City paramedic train­
ing program will be 40 hours a 
week, with the academics class 
running about 12 weeks, starting 
Oct. 2. 

The clinical and emergency­
room training to practice medical 
skills will run for 16 hours. 
There will be two months for 
students to ride with other am­
bulance and emergency service 
personnel, a total of 250 hours. 

Students then will take their fi­
nals for state certification. 

The first national-registry ex­
amination will be in May. 

Mr. Rengel says the paramedic 
training program fits into a 
broader goal for the Sun City 
Fire District. 

"What we want to do is 
demonstrate to the people our 
concern for them ... for the pub­
lic safety." 

In addition to the paramedic 
training, the Sun City Fire Board 
has approved (but has not for­
malized) a district drug-alcohol 
program. 

Before a department-wide drug 
policy is put into place, however, 
certain areas need to be ad­
dressed. 

Board members have noted 
some concerns: the need for a 
tester, security after the teslc; are 
administered -- and for the per­
son being tested, as well as some 
provision that he or she be given 
the opportunity to have a sample 

See FIRE, page 16 

• FIRE 
From page one 

~f:.taken by a personal physi-

Therc are other concerns for 
~rocedures and disciplinary ac­
tion related lo suspected dru or 

th
alcoh~I abuse or testing Posi~ve 

e chief says. . • 
Tests can be made mandato 

he says. These would inc1u7e· 
pre-emp~oymem tests. 

The district has a health 
gram in effect wilh St. Luk~~; 
:e.allh Center, which currently is 
~ngv drug/alcohol testing for 

o er alley fi!'C depanments. 
TI:ie board is continuing dis­

~uss1ons on fonnalizing a district 
rug-alcohol program. 
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Exti·ng'uisher servi'C:'8 
·is k8eping Sun City 
fire officials busy 
By PAUL JUTZI Roadrunner, said 80 percent of 
News-Sun staff the extinguishers so far have 

SUN CITY - The Sun City needed more than. an inspection. 
Fire Department fire ex- He said a six-year maintenance 
tinguisher program is filling up test was needed, meaning many 
storage space at Fire Station No. of them weren't checked for at 
1, where more than 130 fire least six years. 
extinguishers were brought in He said Roadrunner charges 
for servicing during the · first $8 for the service, which has put 
week of the program. many useless extinguishers back 

But that's good news, Fire into fighting form. 
Chief Sebert said today. Inoper- Pat Ryan, a Roadrunner rep­
able or under-charged fire ex- resentative, said many people 
tinguishers that were sitting on want their extinguisher in­
shelves are now ready for action. spected and nothing else done. 

Recharging fire extinguishers But the purpose of inspection is 
was a need that Capt. Mike to find problems, which is what's 
Thompson and Sebert saw in happening, he said. 
Sun City and decided to do One problem Roadrunner has 
something about. On June 15 discovered is that many Sun 
the department started collect- Citians are buying cheap fire 
ing extinguisllers at the three extinguishers. Johnson said 
fire stations. Most have been hardware stores sell fire ex­
taken to Station No. 1 at 17017 tinguishers for $10, but these 
N. 99th Ave. Residents in have plastic heads, which are 
Youngtown are also encouraged prone to leak. 
to add to the collection. For another $10 they can get 

The department contracted an all-metal extinguisher, which 
with Roadrunner Fire Equ_ip- • .Johnson recommends. Metal­
ment Co. to offer reduced rates head extinguishers that Road­
for inspecting, maintainffig and runner services are guaranteed 
recharging extinguishers. for one year. The company does 

Allan Johnson, owner of not guarantee plastic-head ex-

tinguishers. 
Another problem is old fire 

· extinguishers. Models from the 
1930s and '40s have surfaced. 
Johnson said it's less expensiye 
to buy a new one than it is to 
get the old ones tuned up. 

Although many extinguishers 
have been checked, Sebert said 
there are about 12,500 ex­
tinguishers in Sun City, so the 
program has a long way to go. 

In addition to the fire ex­
tinguisher program, the fire de­
partment has had a smoke dete­
ctor program in place in Sun 
City for two years. 

Sebert said a recent revival in 
the program was spurred by a 
fire a month ago that killed two 
Sun Citians and caused $200,000 
in damage. There was no smoke 
detector in the residence. 

The fire deparment will pro­
vide and install a smoke detector 
for $10. Sebert said they've in­
stalled more than 100 of them 
since the fatal fire. 

For information about the 
programs, call fire department 
administration at 974-2321. '· 
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DISASTER PREVENTION - Allan John­
son, owner of Roadrunner Fire Equipment 
Co., poses with some of the more than 130. 

I • 

-

News-Sun photo by Mollie J . Hoppes 

fire extinguishers Sun Citians have brought 
for · maintenance to Sun City Fire Station 
No. 1, 17017 N. 99th Ave. 
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·. ~ <.,1 1\ •:·I.I,_,. ,; _ 

By PAUL JUTZI 
News-Sun staff 
. · SUN CITY - The Sun City Fire Board 
on Tuesday adopted a 1989-90 budget 
that includes a tax increase \>f three­
quarters ~f one cent to · help meet next 
year's expenditures: . . . . . 

The present fire tax is 62 ceQ.ts for 
·each $100 of assessed valuation. The new 
·tax will be 62.75 cents for each $100. 

Fire Clerk Brayton Willis today said 
"Sun Citians will see the increase in their 
.October tax bills. 

At Tuesday's meeting he said, "If 
someone can't accept that three-quarters­
•of-a-cent increase, then they can jump 
-down my back." 
· Willis said the assessed valuation of 
Sun City is now about $214 million. The 
new fire tax will provide $1,347,226 for 
the 1989-90 budget, about $20,000 more 

than th; .tax raised for the'.IJ989~9 bud~· . :.. . • . Training 10 firefighterE! ~ be p~;!'f.',l R ,ru.t,tin~ th?. bud~et ~?gether. , . ' ,i,["' 
get. · · :·: . · •. ·.. _ . . · f:: ' 11 ! 9;1•~ .. . . amedics. . . . . . , . .,I fl!'e' , said, Co~Jdenng the fact ·J~_hat 

The budget for 1989-90 tis $1;882,033, • Medical eqwpme!lt, drugs and radios_ ·we ve been operatmg (as a self-contained 
up from 1988-90's budge~ of $1,79_6,896. to equip the par~medics. , _department) for only six months, I think,: 

The fire department lost ·$111,i46 from • A drug-testmg program for all de- we've done real goqd." . . . : . . · 
a reducti_on _in the Maricopa County Fire partment and ¥ard members. . . The fire. board took over management 
District Assistance~~- That tax paid for · • An approximately 5 percent mcrease of the fire department from Rural/Metro 

26. 6 · · · · · t · f th "d:-;-- art t ' b d t in utilities · Corp. on Jan. 1, 1989. _ 
• percen . . o · e ep men s u ge ,· · . . . , . The 1989-90 bud et: is broken down as 

last year, but will pay for only 20 percent · Department officials said they re m r, II . g 
of ~he budget this fiscal year, . which need of a new fire truck to meet federal ,· 

0 
_aw;~rsonnel _ salaries, wages and 

be~ns June ~_(}: · .· . safety . sta~d~rds, and $100,000 was benefits, $1,270,083. · 
. Y oun~wnc.s contract . for fire protec• placed m capital ~ese:Yes to help buy a • Operations _ apparatus and ve-

tion serv:ices from Sun City make~ up_ for truck, also contnbutmg to the larger hicles, $48,000; communications, $54,000; 
that difference, . though, brmgmg budget. new equipment; $64,000; station repairs 
$198,000 to the departmen_t. Two members of the audience stood and maintenance, $23,600. ' · 

Willis said next year's budget is larger . and congratulated the fire board for the . • Other services and charges :.- ad-
. than last year's because of several fac- : budget. About · 20 people attended the · ministration, $17,350; professional ser-
. tors: ·. · -'. ' · ' meeting, ~eld at board quarters at 17017 vices·, $15,000; insurance, $40,000;" inter~ 
. . • Be~ter benefits for e·mployees. · · · - N. 99th ~ve. · .. . _ , _est, $15,000; :ental~, $152,000; utilit!es, 

• A 4.1-percent cost-of-living raise for Board member.· George Lange _. today. $33,000; . contrngencies, -$50,000; capital 
all employees. .. said there weren't any unusual problems . reseryes, $100,000. _ ... , 

• .. ; · • • ... • > • • 



Fire tax -may 
be reduced 
for Sun CitY. 
By PAUL JUTZI 
News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - The Sun City 
Fire Department's proposed 
1989-90 budget shows a savings 
of $277,000 from Rural/Metro 
Corp's 1988-89 budget. 

The Sun City Fire Board in 
September 1988 projected sav­
ings of $245,000 · when the 
members voted to take the de­
partment's management reins 
from Rural/Metro Corp on. Jan. 
1. 

Fire Chief Jim Sebert and Fire 
Board Clerk Brayton Willis said 
Tuesday that the actual savings 
probably is more1 since Rural/ 
Metro had increased the price of 
its contract with Sun City nearly 
every year. , 

From fiscal year 1985-86 to 
1986-87, Rural/Metro raised the 
contract price by $132,000. From 
1987-88, the Scottsdale-based 
company raised the price by 

· $62,000. From 1988-89, the price 
went up $123,000, and Willis 
said it's almost certain the price 
would've increased'again. 

Although the final budget 
won't be adopted I until June, 
Willis said he doesn't expect the 
final figures to change much. 
The final version is awaiting 
exact revertue figures, which 
were held up by laws· passed 
recently that changed the way. a 
fire district's reven.ue can be 
figured . . 

"We cannot give you the rev­
enue figures ·yet because of a 
new law enacted last week," 
Willis said. 

Although next year's budget 
has a higher total expenditure 
amount and the revenue from 
the Maricopa County Fire Dis­
trict Assistance Tax (FDA T) will 
be lower, Willis said taxpayers 
have nothing to worry about. 

"We anticipate no increase in 
the fire tax," he said. If the final 

- ' - 1 

version of the budget meets ex­
pectations, residents may have 
their taxes lowered, he said. 

Taxpayers are now paying 62 
cents per $100 of assessed prop-
erty valuation. _ 

Next year's expenditures are 
listed at $1,868,033, which is 
$71,000 more than this year's. 
The county fire district tax will 
provide 20 percent of next year's 
budget, while this year it pro­
vided 26 percent. 

Despite those figures, Willis 
said the $198,000 Youngtown 
will pay Sun City for fire · pro­
tection will make up the differ­
ence. Sun City has provided 
Youngtown with fire protectiqn 
since Jan. 1. . 

The final budget will be pre­
sented and adopted on June 20 
at fire board quarters, '17017 N: 
99th Ave. 

Fire Board Chairman Ev 
Johnson attributes the savings 
to the board's experience. 

He said: "The knowledge and 
expertise that the fire board 
members · have would cost at 
least $260,000. That's just about 
what Rural/Metro was charging 
for their management." 

Willis said the fire department · -
saved $98,265 in what Rural/ 
Metro called "management fees" 
and $165,000 in what the com­
pany · called "administrative 
fees." Willis said the $155,000 
was charged "basically, for 
making out the payroll checks." 

The fire department has re­
placed these charges with a 
$17,000 charge: $2,000 for a 
private company to handle its 
payroll and $16,000 for a new · 
office employee. · 

The department also saved 
$25,286 in vehicle and equip­
ment maintenance and $15,478 
in insurance premiums. 
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Christopher Bracken, the Sun City Fire Department's first 
paramedic, checks his gear every day lo make sure he is 

NEWS - SUN , January 191::F;f !' 

O.llr News•Sun photo by Molll• J. Hoppes 

equipped for emergency medical calls. Eight. firefighters are 
now in training lo become Certified Medical Paramedics. 

Role changes for firefighters 
Medico-I calls outnumber fires 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Local fire­
fighters don't spend most of 
their time putting out blazes 
these days. 

That's because they are too 
busy playing doctor. 

In January, 87 percent of the 
Sun City Fire Department's call 
volume was for emergency med­
ical services. 

Fire Chief Jim Sebert said the 
image of firefighters battling 
buildings in flames has been 
gradually replaced with the 
medical assistance they provide 
to residents in the community. 

Sebert said the trend will be 
more evident in the Sun City 
department with the advent of 
more paramedic training. 
. "Our paramedic and emer­

gency services have added so 
much. In the· past everybody 
thought the firefighters Just sat 

around and played checkers all 
day," Sebert said. " We have 
always responded with par­
amedic services, but now we 
will respond with more par• 
amedics so the level of service is 
better. It's like a portable 
emergency room." 

Last month the department 
responded to 503 emergency 
medical calls in Sun City and 
Youngtown and two fire related 
calls, Sebert said. 

In January 1989, the de­
partment ,responded to 369 
emergency calls. 

Sebert said he does not know 
why there was such a signif­
icant increase in emergency re• 
lated calls, but does not want to 
speculate with only a one-month 
track record. . 

"This could be a seasonal 
thing or could just be that we 
have seen a significant increase 
in medical calls because the 

population in Sun City is get­
ting older and needs more as­
sistance," Sebert said. "Indeed 
we're on the home front here in 
Sun City with an increase of 
114 medical calls. But it's im­
portant for people to know that 
they should not call us in lieu of 
a doctor." 

Sebert said Sun City is in­
creasing the service level of 
medical care firefighters provide 
through training programs. 

Last month the department 
reported about 965 hours of or­
ganized t raining of which 531 
hours were for eight firefighters 
training to be certified par­
amedics. 

"It's just an increase in tke 
level of service," Sebert said. 
"There are large cities where 
the fire department does not 
provide emergency services be­

. cause they have separate de­
partments for that." 

Sebert said department staff 
members are certified as an 
Emergency Medical Technician. 

Some firefighters are Inter­
mediate Medical Technicians 
and there are two Certified 
Emergency Paramedics. 

Cyril Hengel, vice president of 
the Sun City Fire Board, said 
the paramedic training will help 
the department provide the 
community with a higher level 
of service. 

"It's a positive step and ad­
vantage of the Sun City Fire 
Department," Rengel said at a 
monthly·· board meeting Tues­
day. 

- In other business at the 
meety,g, board member George 
Lange proposed a motion to in­
crease the gasoline allowance 
for volunteers in the Fire 
Prevention Bureau by 50 per­
cent. 

The board unanimously voted 
to increase the allotment for the 
five volunteers from 10 gallons 
a month to 15 gallons. 

In January the volunteers 
·conducted 328 inspections, 
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Rural's 
3y PAUL JUTZI 
-Jews-Sun staff 

ambulances will stay in Sun City 
protection, including experience a~ fire arrived at, an? ~~ere is no guesswork Willis gave the budget report. He in I !187-88, and again to 26.6 percerit 

SUN CITY - Rural/Metro Corp. has 
1greed to let the Sun City Fire De­
>artment house Sun City's and 
,. oungtown's fire trucks in the fire 
;tation at 13013 N. 111th Ave., in 
xchange for the use of two Sun City 
i re stations to. house Rural/Metro am­
ulances. 
Fire board vice chairman Cy Rengel 

nnounced the agreement at Tuesday's 
oard meeting. The two stations Rural/ 
Tetro will use are at 17017 N. 99th 
ve. and 11401 N. 99th Ave. 
Rural/Metro bought the 111th Ave·­

ue station in 1964 from Del Webb 
orp. for $1. 
As for possible personnel conflicts 

etween SUn City Fire Department 
mployees and Rural/Metro employees, 
engel said each employer would take 
are of its own staff. 

Chairman Everette Johnson opened 
1e last regular board meeting of 1988 
·ith introductions of board members 
nd their qualifi<:ations. 
He said Rengel has 36 years in fire 

chief and eight years with the Arizona as to the feas1b1hty of successful ope- said as of the end of November, the fo, 1988-89. He said for fiscal year . 
Fire Marshall's office as director of ration." board has $250,000 in its checking 1!11111.90, the county will contribute 
training. The board gave year-end reports account and they are well within their 01t1_,. 20 percent and stabilize at that 

Brayton Willis, who is continuing as Tuesday. The treasurer's report was budget. · rutP. 
fire board clerk, has 36 years of fire not available yet, said Lange. He said the fire department had l ,nnge, reporting on grounds and 
protection experience, from rookie to In fire department operations, startup costs, including new uniforms eq111pment, said besides usual main-
chief, and seven years' experience as a Rengel said the board has had two and fire gear because Rural/Metro te1111nce, the board spent $40,000 on 
fire management instructor. productive transition meetings with owns the present ones. re1111rfacing the parking lot of station 

Member George Lange has been a Rural/Metro. 'He ·said they've cleared But he expects the $98,000 profit N,,. 1 at 17107 N. 99th Ave. and 
certified electrical engineer for 30 their files and other property from Sun Rural/Metro admitted they were get- st11f inn No. 2 at 11401 N. 99th Ave. 
years, and new board member and City offices. · ting a year will pay for the startup l 1,, said other major expenditures 
treasurer John Bergvall was an ac- He said Rural/Metro asked for a costs. include resurfacing the apparatus room 
countant for International Harvester three-year ambulance contract with Willis said legal fees for the board's at 111.ution No. 1 for $10,000, repainting 
for 27 years. Sun City Fire Department, but the defense in the lawsuit brought by Sun sta1,,11n No. 2 for $1,400, new name and 
• Johnson has 21 years of experience board gave them only six months, after . Citizens for fire Safety & Efficiency in add1·,,i-;s lettering at stations No. 1 and 
~s a fire commissioner and is starting which the board would review ope- November would be about $35,000 to No. :l for $2,000, a new• filtration sys-
his fifth term as chairman. rations and discuss future contracts. $40,000, but said the board will try to ten, fi,r firefighters' breathing systems , 

He said the combined experience will Rengel also said the former Sun qty recover those fees. for If. I 0,500, new uniforms, $7,000, and 
provide the best fire and medical pro- Fire Department emergency number, He said the fire tax is presently at $21 ,IJOO for turnout gear - the clothing 
tection Sun City has had as they run 977-4211, would be dropped and only 62 cents per $100 of assessed valu- firefq:hters wear to a fire. 
the new department. the 9-1-1 emergency line used. ation, and increased recently because 1,, other business, the fire board re-

Johnson said the previous board He said 9-1-1 has been successful in the county's contribution to fire dis- app,11 11ted Bob Lane to serve as legal 
spent "hundreds of hours of study and Sun City, but there are still some tricts has decreased. con1111ltant to the board, and moved 
research" in their decision to dump people who don't know about it, and Willis said for fiscal year 1986-87, that the appointment of form.er chair­
Rural/Metro and that "the decision to said the fire board and department will the county contributed 40 percent of ma,, ,James Pryor be put on the next • 
operate our own fire department was try to publicize 9-1-1 more. the budget. It decreased to 33 percent reg11lar meeting agenda. 

I-
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,the board expects to hire a number 
of cufren( Rural/Metro employees, 
vyho .-\\'.ill ' retain. tlieir- positions,' 
therefore · not altering service to 
the ·comriiunity.--:- . : . 

-Rural/Metro officials contend a 
sw.itch~in. management would 
ca4se-'a:ri.increase":1irl truces for Sun· 
City residents> . ', · · .,; 

~'When we developed our con­
tract .proposal .last year, we esti­
mated that it .would cost·Sun'City 
approximately $2 mlllion to create 
a typi~l municipal fire depart­
µ1ent for a city of its size," Oehlert 
aaiq .. '.'Our contract proposal . pro­
vided for a one-year cost . of 

1~ f,l,926,444: · 1 three-y~_~r contract 
_w~ul~ ha~e lfrovided ; significant 
,cost savjt]gs'Oyer th,at'amoqnt.";.! 

-•.-, In_a.sf.atemeiit released, Thu~:.; 
day;, -R~/j\{e'tro.;., argued° ·that ~ 

• thr?ui.!l~ i~...,,. 'ervi_~e,·:~'Sun, Pity 
, re~1.denf&: l'.!enJoy -the· 1lovyest "per 
I cap1~. ep~t for,fire ,pi:otection for-a 
cit! the,~ size~. in,.-the:"state of 
Arizona. . . i ~, _ · . r,, .:. 
. ..::- . \~' . i -·. .(. ' 

l } Their ~figure_s,:. state 'that•: resi-~-
1 dents ~paid . about "$28: per · persori' 
for _fire protection, compared to a 
national av~rage of a_bout $65 per 
P,erso~ for a ,co~mumty of simj.lar 
size:,t&Slu.r ~ty:'··', ., , .. ,,,,,p,1 
. ~it ' .... * ;"' •• ., :. t l,. '·.- • 'I ,'t ...... \ ... :.·. __J 
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A decision by Sun Ci ty to create a fire department drew boos and applause from about 500 residents who crowded into the meeting. 

Rural/ Metro 
is dropped 
by Sun City 
By M.E. Saavedra 
The Arizona Republic 

The Sun City Fire Board voted Tuesday to 
drop Rural/Metro Corp.'s fi re-protection services 
and to create its own fire department to save 
money. 

The board, which oversees the Sun City Fire 
District's operations, voted 4-1 to discontinue 
Rural/Metro's services as of Jan. I, claiming it 
will save taxpayers about $246,000 annually. The 
fire district serves about 42,000 residents. 

Rural/Metro officials disagreed with the 
board's action, saying the annual operating costs 
for an independent fire department will be nearly 
double what the fire board projects. 

The board's decision was based on a cost 
analysis it conducted recently after Rural/Metro 
presented it with a new contract for the 1988-89 
fiscal year. 

Rural/Metro gave the board a 120-day 
contract extension July I so it could study costs. 

Tuesday's action drew boos and applause from 
about 500 residents of the retirement community 
who crowded into a Sun City fire station at 17017 
N. 99th Ave. 

Many of the residents attending the meeting 
said they had read or heard advertisements 

. :/''-' 
Sun City residents study information about a change in fire-protection services before a 
meeting on the issue. Some residehts Tuesday feared a change in ambulance services. 

purchased by Rural/ Metro that indicated ·the fire 
board was "quietly planning" to increase taxes to 
benefit someone other than Sun City residen~.s. ' 

However, fire-board officials said the action 
taken is "the fire board's way of rebelling" and 
the "only alternative" to excessive fees that 
Rural/Metro charges the fire district. 

"We can manage better than (Rural/Metro)," 
board Chairman James Pryor told the audience. 

Although Pryor supported discontinuing the 
contract, he voted against the motion because he 
fi rst wanted the board to confer with the 

presidents of the Sun City Home Owners 
Associat_ion_ and the Sun City Tax Payers 
Association. 

Under Rural/Metro's contract offer for the 
1988-89 fiscal year, the board would have paid 
the firm $1,326,446 for fire-protection service, 
$123,000 more than the previous year, board 
Clerk Brayton Willis said. 

Board Vice Chairman Cyril Rengel said that 
under its own operation, the district can reduce 
those costs to $1,080,793 the first y_ear. Rengel 

D V.f'~ I=" - See SUN CITY, page B6 



Sun City drops Rural/Metro 
y · . . .. 
- SUN CITY, from page Bl the board's proposal to establish an 

· independent fire department could be 
said that involves savings of about the first phase of efforts to incorporate 
$148,000 in management fees, $81,000 the community. Incorporation has 
in ·employee salaries ·and $17,000 in been strongly opposed by Sun City 
other operational costs. Rengel said residents. 
the fire board, which includes three Butler apologized for the advertise­
former fire chiefs, will manage the ments that mentioned incorporation. 
ne~v department. He said the publicity was not intended 

Ron Butler, president and chief to misinform the residents. 
executive officer of Rural/Metro, told During the meeting, the board also 
tht; audience that many of the board's voted unanimously to hire as consul­
comments contained misstatements. tants James Sebert, former chief in 
He' said a recent study by Ru- Rural/Metro's Sun City district, and 
ra11Metro found that BO percent of Steve Morrow, former captain and fire 
the retirement community was satis-
fied with the service it provides. marshal .of the fire corporation's Sun 

Butler said Rural/Metro estimates City operation. 
indicate that the creation of an Both men wi11 work as consultants 
independent Sun City fire department until January, when they will head up 
may boost costs to about $2 million the new fire department. They re­
per year because the new operation signed from Rural/Metro last week 
would need support and maintenance after they were assigned to other 
staffs, which Rural/Metro currently departments. 
provides. The fire district owns two fire 

Some residents attending the meet- stations and fire equipment currently 
ing said they feared that ambulance being utilized by Rural/Metro. 
se(vices that Rural/Metro provides The district receives about 27 
for the community would . be affected. percent of its budget from a fire-dis-
However, board and Rural/Metro trict assistance tax, which is levied on 
omcials said that service is provided all properties in Maricopa County to 
un~yr a separate contract that is not help support fire districts. That tax 
affected by Tuesday's action. amounts to less than I cent per $100 

:Wi11is criticized Rural/Metro ad- of assessed valuation. The remainder 
ver,tisements published in local news- comes from a tax paid by Soo City 
papers and a flier that was distributed residents at a rate of 46 cents per $ 100 
to .Sun City households indicating that of assessed valuation. 
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Sun City blocs 
back decision 
of Fire Board 
Move to start 
department 
termed thrifty 
By Robert Barrett 
The Arizona Republic 

Sun City's two largest civic organi­
zations have endorsed a decision by 
the Sun City Fire Board to create its 
own fire department. 

The Sun City Homeowners Associ­
ation and the Sun City Taxpayers 
Association in separate meetings on 
Oct. 11 voted to support the board's 
decision last month to discontinue 
Rural/Metro's fire-protection services 
and create its own department. 

The Fire Board, which oversees the 
Sun City Fire District, voted Sept. 20 
to discontinue Rural/Metro's fire-pro­
tection services as of Jan. 1, 1989, and 
create a community fire department. 

"We voted to back up the decision 
of the Fire Board," said Ken Larkin, 
president of the taxpayers association. 

He said the board of directors 
list~ned to representatives from both 
Rural/Metro and the Fire Board 
before making its decision. 

"We felt as though, basically, it 
would be a big savings for Sun City" 
to start its own fire department, 
Larkin said. 

Rural/Metro's $1,326,446 fire-pro­
tection fee for the retirement commu­
nity for fiscal year 1988-89 includes a 
profit of only 3 percent, said Larry 
Oehlert, Rural/Metro's manager of 
marketing research. 

"We don't think that is unreason­
able," he said. "We have kept 
increases to an absolute minimum." 

Fire Board officials said they 
decided to terminate the contract with 
Rural/Metro after realizing the com­
munity could operate its own fire 
department for $245,653 less each 

year than Rural/Metro's proposal. 
"We're non-profit, that's the reason 

we can do that," said Fire Board 
member Cy Rengel. 

The Sun City Fire District serves 
the community's approximately 
42,000 residents. Rural/ Metro has 
provided fire-protection and ambu~ 
lance service to Sun City since 1960. · 

The board's decision was to end 
only the fire-protection services. Ru­
ral/Metro will continue to operate the 
ambulance service. 

The taxpayers group also objected 
to Rural/Metro's efforts to sway 
public opinion against the Fire Board, 
Larkin said. 

Prior to the Sept. 20 vote by the 
Fire Board, Rural/Metro had fliers 
put on every doorknob in the com~ 
munity saying the formation of a 
community fire department could lead 
to Sun City's incorporation, Larkin 
said. · ·: 

The incorporation issue has been 
hotly debated in the community for 
years and several incorporation at­
tempts have failed. 

Rural/Metro's attempts to influ­
ence public opinion also was criticized 
by members of the homeowners 
group. 

"I've been personally disappointed 
in ,the scare tactics you've used," said 
association president Ted Hoyt. 

Since the Sept. 20 vote, Ru­
ral/Metro officials have purchased 
advertising space in the local paper, 
the Daily News-Sun, urging residents 
to support Rural/Metro, he said. 

The company also is supporting an 
attempt to initiate a petition drive, by 
paying volunteers $2 per valid signa­
ture, to place a referendum on the 
November ballot that would attempt 
to stop the formation of a fire 
department until residents could vote 
on the matter, Hoyt said. 

Because Rural/Metro claims · fts 
profit on the fire-protection contract 
would be only 3 percent, the expendi­

- See FIRE BOARD, page C 

1 
- FIRE BOARD, from page A 

ture of funds for the petition drive 
advertising makes no sense, said 
Cromwell, a board member of 
homeowners group said. 

"You look like a congres~· 
spending $ I million fo~ _a $90,()(. 
year job and we're susp1c1ous of tl­
he said. 

Rural/Metro has made some · 
takes and should not have brough 
the incorporation issue, Oehlert .sa· 

"We've served the commumty 
28 years and we feel we're par! of 
community," he said. "Sun City_ 
flagship for us. We feel we're d~t• 
good job, so why should we leave? · 

- Oehlert said Rural/Metro is h 
ing to fund the petition drive Tor 
referendum because the company f 
the residents should decide if ' 
want to form a fire department. 

"People are complaining t 
didn't have a say," he said, refen 
to the Sept. 20 Fire Board meet 
where the vote to end Rural/M, 
fire protection was taken with 
allowing public comment. 

The referendum is an attempt 
allow the residents to vote on 
issue, he said. 

"If they choose not to t­
Rural/Metro, we'll quietly fold 
pup tent and go home," Oehlert sa• 
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Tax grOup backs split vvith . Rural 
By JOHN NICK 
News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - The board of 
directors of the Sun City Tax­
payers Association voted today 
to support the Sun City Fire 
Board in its efforts to operate its 
own fire department beginning 
Jan. 1, 1989, and end contract­
ual ties with Rural/Metro Corp. 
for fire protection in Sun City. 

Ken Larkin, president of the 
taxpayers group, said a majority 
of the board voted to lend its 
support to the fire board after 
hearing reports from officials of 
Rural/Metro last week and the 
fire board today concerning fu. 
ture fire protection in Sun City. 

Larkin said the taxpayers 
voted with the fire board be­
cause of the possible savings to 
Sun City if it had its own self­
operated department. 

In its presentation to the tax­
payers, the fire board detailed 
how it would save more than 
$245,000 next year by beginning 
its own department. Those sav­
ings would come by eliminating 
the profits Rura l/Metro now 
earns in providing fire protection 
services. 

"Everything is political in 
nature (with Rural/Metro)," fire 
board member Cy Rengel told 
the taxpayers group. 

"They're doing firefighting for 
a cost; we (the Sun City Fire 
District) are a non-profit organi-

FIERY ISSUE - This morning Sun City Fire Board member 
Brayton W illis, right, tells the Sun City Taxpayers Associ­
ation of the upcoming changes in the fire department since 
zation." 

Larkin said Rural/Metro's 
tactics in trying to reverse the 
fire board's decision also in-

fluenced the taxpayers associ­
ation's vote this morning. 

Rural/Metro has bombarded 
Sun City residents with a series 

News-Sun photos by Mollie J. Hoppes 

the fire board decided to break ties with Rural Metro Inc. 
At left, Howard Scott listens to Willis ' hour-long presenta-
tion. Willis is the clerk of the board. _ 

of advertisements, some of which 
contained some factual errors 
that were pointed out to the 
taxpayers by fire board member 

Brayton Willis, Larkin said. 
One advertisement had a map 

containing the locations of the 
Rural/Metro fire stations. Two of 

those stations are actually 
owned by the Sun City Fire Dis­
trict, which represents the resi­
dents of Sun City, Willis said. 

The advertisement also listed 
the benefits of the Rural/Metro 
fire department in Sun City. 

"There is no such thing as the 
Rural/Metro Fire Department in 
Sun City," Willis said, explain­
ing that the Sun City Fire Dis­
trict owns everything except the 
uniforms the firefighters wear. 
Rural/Metro also provides per-
sonnel and support services. 1 

Willis also blasted claims by 1 

Rural/Metro that the board's 
decision to start a municipal fire 
department was a step toward 
the incorporation of Sun City. I 

That issue will be settled 
among Sun Citians, Willis said, 
and the elimination of Rural/ 
Metro from Sun City has noth­
ing to do with it. 

"Rural/Metro introduced in­
corporation to cause a panic in 
Sun City,'~ Willis said. 

This weekend, a local group 
called Sun Citizens for Fire 
Safety and Efficiency began a 
petition drive to overturn the 
board's decision. The group bas 
received support from Rural/ 
Metro, including office space and 
financial incentives. 

Those incentives include the 
payment from Rural/Metro of $2 
for every petition signature. 
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SC group_ 
challenges 
Rural split. 
By JOHN NICK 
News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - A group of Sun 
City residents has initiated a 
petition drive to reverse last 
month's decision by the Sun City 
Fire Board to end its contractual 
ties with the Rural/Metro Corp. 

The fire district board intends 
to start its own self-managed fire 
department on Jan. 1, 1989. 

Sun Citizens for Fire Safety 
and Efficiency is trying to 
gather enough petition sig­
natures to place a measure on 
the Nov. 8 ballot to possibly 
overturn the board's decision to 
operate its own department. 

Paul Pribyl, chairman of Sun 
Citizens for Fire Safety and Ef­
ficiency, said today the com­
mittee is seeking two con­
cessions in its petitic:1 drive. 

First, it wants the fire board 
to release a line-by-line compar­
ison with its proposed self­
managed fire department budget 
and Rural/Metro's 1988-89 con-

. tract proposal. 
Pribyl said the comparison 

will help Sun City residents to 
make an informed decision when 
they vote on whether the Sun 
City Fire District should stay 
with Rural/Metro or begin its 
own department. 

"The point is not who· runs 
(the fire department)," Pribyl 
said. "We want (the fire board) 
to give us the information to 
show who can run it most effici­
ently and give us a chance to 
vote." 

'Pribyl said he has been in the 
fire protection field for 44 years, 
which includes a stint as the 
director of fire education and 

training for the state of Wis­
consin. 

He said he does not know how 
many people are working for 
Sun Citizens for Fire Safety and 
Efficiency, but he was asked to 
chair the organization by Nat 
Jampel, president of the Sun 
City Town Meeting Association, 
a local anti-incorporation organ­
ization. 

"Incorporation does not have 
anything to do with it," Pribyl 
said. 

But Jampel said he has a "gut 
feeling" that the board's decision 
is a step toward creating a mu­
nicipal bureaucracy in Sun City. 

"The board's actions were 
unilateral, arbitrary and citizens 
had -no opportunity to voice any 
opinion for the needs to create a 
municipal fire department," 
Jampel said. "It .was not only 
arbitrary, but stupid." 

He would not reveal how 
many members are on the Sun 
Citizens for Fire Safety and Ef­
ficiency, but he did say that "we 
have had dozens and dozens of 
calls from people who are appal~ 
led by the actions of the (Sun 
City fire) board." 

Jampel also supported letting 
Sun City residents vote on a 
measure to start its own self­
managed fire department. 

"We want to have the facts 
from both Rural/Metro ·and the 
board," he said, "then let the 
people decide." 
. Rural/Metro officials said they 
support Sun Citizens for Fire 
Safety and Efficiency and agree 
with what they are trying to · 
accomplish. That support in­
See Board, A5 

-From Al 
eludes financial, personnel and 
business office for the Sun Cit 
organization. 

The office is at 11115 \\ 
Nevada Ave. in Youngtown an 
will be open 9 a.m to 5 p.rr 
Monday through Friday. 

"The committee came to u 
and asked us to support them, 
Rural/Metro spokeswoman Su 
Brossart said. 

"(The petition signatures) ar 
not a vote for or against Rura 1 

Metro. It is designed to stay th 
board's vote." 

Petitions can be signed toda 
at local shopping centers and 01 
Tuesday in front of the Sun Cit. 
Post Office, 9802 W. Bell Roa< 
Petition organizers said the 
need 1,305 signatures by Oct. 2 
to have a referendum placed o· 
the ballot. 

Attorneys for the Sun Cit 
Fire Board are investigatin 
whether the petition drive is l1 
gal, said Brayton Willis, clerk < 
the fire board. 

If it is not legal, Rural/Metr• 
may be planning to use the pe 
tition signatures as evidence ii 
a possible -court battle to seek a1 
injunction to delay the fir, 
board's decision, Willis said. 

The Sun City Fir~ Board i 
not alone in operating its ow1 
department. Willis said 84 fir• 
districts in the state are ope, 
ated by fire boards. 
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;Rural criticizes fire board's pullout 
Ii.· By JACQUE PAPPAS 
> News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Although Rural/ 
Metro Corp. celebrated its 40th 
anniversary last week, the fire 
protection service isn't throwing 
too much confetti in Sun City. 

Instead, the firm is trying to 
head off its bon voyage from the 
retirement community. 

Two weeks after the Sun City 
Fire Board voted to end its con­
tract with Rural/Metro, execu­
tives of the company Tuesday 
told members of the Sun City 
Taxpayers Association that the 
self-managed system that will 
replace Rural/Metro will not be 
successful. 

James H. Bolin, senior vice 
president of finance for Rural/ 
Metro, told taxpayer board 
members Tuesday that the fire 
district is too optimistic in 
thinking that it will realize a 
savings by ending its contract 
with the corporation. 

The fire board has said it 

hopes to save about $250,000 in 
operating expenses in its 1989 
budget. The new Sun City Fire 
Department is scheduled to be­
gin operations on Jan. 1. 

"We at Rural/Metro don't be­
lieve they will be successful in 
achieving those savings. We 
think there are significant prob­
lems with the proposal by the 
fire board for service," Bolin 
said. "The fire district board has 
chosen to abandon a system that 
is very cost-efficient and has 
decided to take this risk and go 
off on their own and perform 
their own management functions 
for their fire department." 

Rural/Metro's fire protection 
for the fiscal year was about 7 4 
percent of the fire board's $1.7 
million budget. 

Bolin said Rural/Metro offers 
many services that will cost the 
fire board money such as payroll 
and accounts administration, 
group purchasing power, train-

ing programs and 24-hour dis­
patching service. 

He said the fire district's cost 
of employee benefits most likely 
will increase. Also, the 
computer-aided dispatch system 
could cost more, depending on 
what the district selects. 

Bolin said the fire board also 
will be a station short because 
the one on 111 th and Grand · 
A venues is owned by Rural/ 
Metro. 

He said the district would 
have to pay an additional 
amount to replace the station or 
perhaps do without it. Bolin es­
timated an equivalent fire sta­
tion would cost from $250,000 to 
$500,000 to·build. 

"We at Rural/Metro are fight­
ing this procedure that the dis­
trict is doing, because we believe 
that they are abandoning a sys­
tem that works very well and 
they are taking a risk finan­
cially as well as operationally, 
for the community that is un-

wise," Bolin said. "The board 
can obviously do what it wants. 
We are trying to bring attention 
to this change. This is an over­
whelming change and it hap­
pened virtually with no notice to 
the community." 

Although Rural/Metro has no 
legal control of decisions the fire 
board makes, Bolin said the 
company has made it clear that 
it would like to negotiate. 

Bolin said the corporation 
made proposals for one- and 
three-year contracts with the 
board that provide guaranteed 
fixed costs for fire protection 
services. 

He said the contract allows for 
many risks, such as cost fluc­
tuation, to be absorbed by Rural/ 
Metro. 

Bolin said the corporation's 
pre-tax budget shows a $98,000 
profit for Rural/Metro from the 
1988 Sun City contract. 

"Our annual increases over 
the last five years have been less 

than 5 percent a year com­
pounded. This contract has not 
been a lucrative contract for us 
financially. It's one that we are 
very proud of in our operations 
here, but it's not a big money­
maker for us," Bolin said. "The 
board has been effective in neg­
otiating with us and squeezing 
us down year after year after 
year. We proposed a modest in­
crease over last year and the 
type of concessions they wanted 
us to make financially were not 
attainable or realistic to us." 

Weldon Paxton, fire adminis­
tration manager for Rural/ 
Metro, said the fire board's 
decision was a surprise to Rural/ 
Metro because the corporation 
has provided fire service in Sun 
City for 28 years. 

"It's a little perplexing that 
about a year ago we got a letter 
from the board complimenting 
Rural/Metro for being sati-

sf actory in filling the void in 
respect to ,all aspects of fire pro­

. tection in Sun City," Paxton 
said. "The emergency response 
time in Sun City is three to five 
minutes and Sun City already 
has the lowest cost per capita of 
comparable-sized departments in 
Arizona. There's no district or 
municipality of this size that has 
such a low per capita cost." .· 

Ken Larkin, president of the 
Taxpayers, said the board will 
hold a special meeting Tuesday 
to hear remarks from represen­
tatives from the fire board. 

"After the meeting we will 
discuss both sides and if it is the 
consensus of the board, we will 
take a vote on the fire board 
issue," Larkin said. "Rural/ 
Metro contacted us because they 
wanted to present the board 
with their side so we contacted 
the fire board. We wanted to 
hear both sides of the issue." 
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,Sun City drops Rural/Metro 
~ ,-----~--=-""'E"""-~--:-..-~-..::~:--~~--....,......,~.._..--~:""W .... ~.,..,~ By JOHN NICK decision while others booed. The 
~ • News-Sun staff meeting was sprinkled with cat-
r::i , ~ , SUN CITY - The Sun City calls from the audience. 

~~ . ' :-c, Fire Board voted today to end its Each board member spoke on 
contract with Rural/Metro Corp. the issue of dropping Rural/ 
for fire protection in Sun City. Metro's fire protection services, 

FUTURE FIRE DEPARTMENT - Sun City residents packed 
into the garage of Sun City Fire Station No. 30 to.day to 

· listen to the Sun City Fire Board's decision to start its own 

News-Sun photo by Mollie J . Hoppes 

self-operated department and break contractual ties with 
the Rural/Metro Corp. More than 200 residents packed into 
the garage to hear the board's vote. · 

The vote this morning was 4-1 which would have cost the Sun 
in favor of the measure to end City Fire District $1,326,446 if 
Rural/Metro's association with the board had signed Rural/ 
the Sun City Fire District and Metro's latest contract offer for 
paved the way for the retirement 1988-89. 
community to begin the · opera- Willis explained why the 
tion of its own department on board was ending its relation­
Jan. 1, 1989. ship with Rural/Metro and 

The Sun City Fire District has starting its own fire department. 
been operating under an oral "We want to replace Rural/ 
agreement with Rural/Metro Metro's management with Sun 
since July 1, when the 1987-88 City Fire Department manage­
fire protection contract expired. ment," he said. "That's it in a 
Today's vote in,cluded a provi- nutshell." 
sion to give Rural/Metro a 90- Another advantage, as the 
day notice of the termination of board sees it, is the potential for 
that agreement. . savings. 

Board members Cy Rengel, The fire board reports it will 
Brayton Willis, Everette John- save $245,653 this year by 
son and George Lange all voted starting its own fire department. 
for Rural/Metro's ouster. Board Anticipated savi ngs are 
chairman Jim Pryor voted $148,255 in management/station 
against the measure, saying he operation fees, $80,528 in per­
favored presenting the idea of a sonnel/manpower costs and 
self-managed Sun City Fire De- $16,870 in operational costs. 
partment to members of the Sun The fire district already owns 
City Home Owners Association everything except the uniforms 
and the Sun City Taxpayers As- ' the firefighters wear. Personnel 
sociation. is now provided by Rural/Metro. 

The vote drew a mixed reac- Personnel may come from 
tion from the audience of about present Rural/Metro employees 
250 Sun Citians who packed the who have already expressed an 
garage of Sun City Fire Station interest in working for Sun 
No. 30. So!Ile people cheered the ·see Fire board, A5 · 



-From Al City's self-operated department. 
Willis said Rural/Metro fire­
fighters working in Scottsdale 
have also expressed an interest 
in joining the Sun City depart• 

hand for the meeting, but Pryor 
followed the board's agenda de­
spite shouts from the audience to 
let Rural/Metro defend itself. 

After the board's vote, Ron 
Butler, president and chief ex· 
ecutive officer with Rural/Metro, 
spoke to the crowd, which had 
thinned out since the beginning 
of the meeting. Butler said the 
board was untruthful to the 
residents of Sun City in explain-

ment. The fire board also attacked 
Rural/Metro's advertising blitz, 
which sought the help of resi­
dents to sway the board against 
dropping the company's contract. 

Rural/Metro purchased ad· 
verlisements on three local radio 
stalions and in local newspapers. 
It also distributed 30,000 hand· 
bills to Sun City homeowners in 

ing its decision. · 
If the figures the board quoted 

were correct, he said, Sun Citi­
ans would be saving 11 cents a 

week. "That is not a good amount of 

the past few days. 
"If Rural/Metro applied this 

huge amount of money to the 
budget reduction of 1988-89 we 
would not be here," Pryor said. 

money to risk on the quality of 
your (fire protection service)." 

Butler said Rural/Metro tried 
to be open with the citizens and 
the Sun City Fire Board. 

Rural/Metro officials were on 

\ 
I 
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-■ -ire board axes Rural/Metro 
y BRET McKEAND 
Jn Cities Independent 

Claiming it could manage the 
.m City Fire District more effi­
ently and cost-effectively, the 
Jn City Fire Board has voted to 
1d its 28-year contract with Ru­
.I/Metro Corp. and create its 
m1 fire department. 
Before an overflow crowd, 

,;timated at approximately 1,000 
~sidents, the fire board last week 
Jted 4-1 in favor of taking over 
ie management of the Sun City 
.re District -- its two fire sta­
:ms, equipment and all person­
el. 
The Sun City Fire District 

resently owns the fire stations 
:id all the equipment. For the 
ast 28 years, Rural/Metro has 
een under contract to provide 
.re and emergency services to 
, e district. 

"We're saying to Rural/Metro 
1at we can manage our own fire 
istrict better than (they can)," 

said Brayton Willis, ·clerk of the · ,----------­
board. 

The board will take over man­
agement of the department Jan. 
1, 1989. The move will not affect 
Rural/Metro's operation of its 
ambulance service in the Sun 
Cities, nor will it affect fire_pro­
tection service to Youngtown. 

The current contract between 
Rural/Metro and the board ex­
pired June 30, 1988, but was 
extended 120 days so that the 
board could study two renewal 
options presented by the com­
pany. 

Sue Brossart, pubic relations 
specialist with Rural/Metro, says 
Rural/Metro officials will keep 
the lines of communication open 
in hopes of changing the board's 
mind. 

"We are open to discussion 
and we're certainly willing to ne­
gotiate," says Ms. Brossart. 
"We're hoping the decision is not 
irrevocable." 

She says the current contract 

RELATED STORIES: 
• Fire Board secures new 

staff 
• Sun City West remains 

with to RuraVMetro 
• See page two 

was extended June 30 "in good 
faith" and company officials were 
"shocked and surprised" at the 
board's move to form its own 
department 

James Pryor, chairman, said 
the fire board began considering 
taking over control of the district 
during recent contract negotia­
tions with Rural/Metro. 

Mr. Pryor said RuraVMetro 
officials were too "secretive" and 
"strict" during contract talks and 
would not answer any of the 
board's questions. 

"It was an exercise in futility," 
said Mr. Pryor. 

Earlier this summer, Ru­
ral/Metro presented a one-year 

I 
contract for next year that would 
~ave cost Sun City $1,32~.~-

See FIRE, page two 

FIRE BOARD MEETING HEATS UP. An overflow crowd of nearly 1,000 residents attended the 
Sept. 20 meeting of th,e Sun City Fire Board to hear the board discuss cutting its ties with Rural/Metro. 
After a lengthy meeting, interrupted frequently with cheers and jeers·, the board voted 4-1 inf avor of 
ending its 28-year relationship with tliefire company and taking over all operations of the fire district. 



According to Cyril Rengel, 
vice chainnan of the board, by 
creating their own fire department 
the fire district can save more 
than $245,000 next year, most of 
that from administration fees now 
being charged by Rural/Metro to 
manage the three stations. 

Mr. Rengel says management 
of the fire district will now be the 
full responsibility of the fire 
board , which is an elected body 
serving voluntarily. 

In addition, said Mr. Pryor, all 
those presently on the board have 
extensive backgrounds and 
experience in fire-fighting. He 
feels the board is better equipped 
to manage the Sun City Fire De­
partment than Rural/Metro. 

"We're not fanning a brand 
~ew. fire department," he says, 
we Just want to manage what we 

haye." 
Mr. Pryor added that the board 

is not breaking its ties with Ru­
ral/Metro because of the quality 
of service. 

"We have found no fault with 
the fire-fighters over the years," 
be told the crowd. 

The district's fire chief and fire 
~tection captain have already 
resigned from Rural/Metro and 
have agreed to begin working for 
the Sun City Fire Department 
IBlder the board's direction. Mr. 
Pryor said a number of other 
Rural/Metro employees have 
been approached about coming to 
®rk for the Sun City district. 

The meeting, held at the 
George Meade Fire Station on 
~ Avenue and Bell Road, at­
nacted a large throng of resi­
dents, many of whom found it 

hard to contain their emotions 
and comments. 

The crowd seemed evenly split 
between those who opposed and 
those who supported the pro­
posal. By the time the board 
voted on the matter, which took 
place more than an hour after the 
meeting had begun, most of the 
crowd seemed to favor the move. 

The four voting in favor of the 
move were Mr. Rengel, Mr. 
Willis, George Lange and Ev­
erette Johnson. Mr. Pryor, who 
supports the move, voted against 
it only because he would have 
liked the board to discuss the is­
sue first with the Sun City Home 
Owners Association and the Sun 
City Taxpayers Association. 

The board's proposal to break 
from Rural/Metro and form their 
own municioal fire cienartmP.nt 
came as a surprise to officials at 
the fire protection company. In 
hopes of gaining community 
support against the proposal, the 
company blasted the fire board in 
advertisements in local papers 
and in handouts distributed to 
Sun City homes. 

Mr. Pryor castigated the com­
pany for what he called "dirty 
tricks." He claimed the adver­
tisements were nothing but 
"propaganda" designed to stir up 
dissent and anger in Sun City. 

In many of the advertisements, 
Rural/Metro linked the fire 
board's proposal to incorporation 
of Sun City. Mr. Pryor said the 
move "has absolutely nothing to 
do with incorporation." 

According to Larry Oehlert, 
manager of market research and 
support services for Rural/Metro, 

the fire board will not save 
money by taking control the de­
partment. 

"When we developed our con­
tract proposal last year, we esti­
mated that it would cost Sun City 
approximately $2 million to cre­
ate a typical municipal fire de-

partment for a city of its size," 
says Mr. Oehlert. 

He claims the change "could 
significantly increase the taxes 
for fire protection paid by resi­
dents of Sun City," a claim dis­
puted by fire board members. 

"Under our current contract, 
Sun City residents enjoy the 

ill 

CYRIL RENGEL, vice chairman of the Sun City Fire District, 
says the fire district can save approximately $245,000 a year by end­
ing its contract with Rural/Metro and allowing the volunteer fire board 
to manage and operate Sun City's firefighting force. 

lowest per capita cost for fire 
protection for a city their size in 
the state of Arizona," says Mr. 
Oehlert. 

During 1987, company re­
search showed Sun City resi­
dents paid $28.24 per person for 
fire protection, compared to a 

national average of $65.53 per 
capita for cities with populations 
of 25,000-49,999. 

In comparison, residents in 
Phoenix paid $66 per person, 
Mesa residents paid $65.58, 
Tucson residents paid $72.93 
and Yuma ~sidents paid $70.63. 

Fire district hires management team 
• When the Sun City Fire Board voted to end its relationship 
with Rural/Metro, it didn't waste any time taking steps to 
organize and staff its own fire department . . 

Shortly after the board voted Sept. 20 in favor of establt~hing 
its own municipal fire department, board members qmckly 
voted to officially hire the district's first two employees. 

Fonner Rural/Metro employees Steve Morrow and James 
Sebert have been hired to assist with the management and 
organization of the new fire department. 

Both Mr. Morrow and Mr. Sebert are no strangers to Sun 
City. Until recently, the two had been employed by Rural{Metro 
as the Sun City fire marshal and district fire chief, respecuvely. 

The two have resigned their positions with Rural/Metro and 
will act as consultants to the Sun City Fire Board until the new 
department is organized Jan. 1, 1989. 

Mr. Seben will take over once again as fire chief and Mr. 
Morrow will serve as assistant fire chief and fire prevention 
officer. 

During the Sept. 20 meeting, Brayton Willis, fi~ board cle~. 
called Mr. Morrow "one of the best fire prevention officers m 
the state." 

He claimed a number of Rural/Metro's Sun City employees 
have inquired about coming to work for the new Sun City Fire 
Department. 

Larry Oehlert, manager of market resear~h and s~ppon 
services for Rural/Metro, says the fire board 1s attemptmg to 
attract its company's employees by offering pay increases. 

"The Sun City Fire Board has stated its intent to grant 
significant raises to our fire chiefs, captains and other personnel 
who agree to work for them," said Mr. Oehlert. . 

"The quality of our service is obviously not an issue smce 
they have reponedly offered a job to virtually every employee 
working at our three area stations." 
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Sun City 
fire· tax 
to ·go up 
By JOHN NICK 
News-Sun staff 
· SUN CITY - The local fire tax 

will be going up for 1987-88, the 
Sun City Fire Board announced 
Tuesday at its monthly meeting. 

Board member Brayton Willis 
said the fire tax for 1987 -88 will be 
46 cents for each $100 of secondary 
assessed property valuation. 
That's a six-cent increase over this 
year's assessment. 

Willi~ said 'the rate rose for two 
reasons. 

First, Maricopa County's as­
sessed valuation of Sun City 
dropped nearly $1.3 million over 
the past year. The county's valua­
tion of Sun City for the 1987-88 
fiscal rear was $212,125.483. 

The decrease in the valuation 
creates a smaller tax base, so each 
property owner faces a larger levy 
to raise the same dollar amount of 
revenue. 

The second reason for the in­
creased tax rate is a new state law 
that went into effect for the 1987-
88 fiscal year. The legislation de­
creased the contribution that Ariz­
ona's countiet1,make to the state's 
fire districts. 

Last . yeai, ... Maricopa'°-County's 
contribution equaled 40 percent of 
the Sun City Fire District's $1.48 
miJl_ion budget. · 

This year, the county will con­
tribute slightly less than 32 per­
cent of Sun City's $1.5 million fire 
budget. 

In addition to the local fire tax, 
Maricopa County residents will 
pay 9½ cents for every $100 of 
secondary assessed valuation. 
That tax is called the county fire 
assistance tax. This is the first 
year that county residents will be 
assessed that tax. 

Despite the increase, Willis saiq 
Sun City's fire tax rate will be one 
of the lower rates in the state. 
Many Arizona fire· districts, he 
said, are at the state ceiling of 
$2.60 for every $100 of secondary 
assessed valuation. 

The county's property valuation 
of Sun City caught the board by 
surprise. 

"I don't understand why it went 
down," board member George 
Lange said. 

"I can't conceive of any property 
values going down in Sun City," 
said board member Everette John­
son. 

Willis · said the figures were 
presented to him prior to the board 
meeting, but he said he would do 
more investigating into the de­
crease. 

An employee fro_m the Maricopa 
County Assessor's Office said the 
assessors who determined Sun 
City's valuation were out of town 
and could not comment on the 
decrease. 
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a. What about ,,,. p,.r•ntlon actMty? 
The District has established a Fire Prevention 

Bureau, staffed by a Fire Marshal and other 
firefighters assigned to Bureau duty from time 
to time. Such Bureau staff is augmented by 
trained Sun City residents. 

In June of 1978 the voters of Sun City adopted 
the National Uniform Fire Codes and the life 
Safety Code for the District. It is the respon­
sibility of the Bureau, under the direction of 
the Board, to enforce the Codes. In addition, 
personnel of the Bureau continuously exam­
ine public buildings for fire safety, work with 
builders and remodelers to insure fire-safe 
construction through a permit system, and are 
available for consultation and talks to club 
members. Plans are made for Fire Prevention 
Week in October of each year and through­
out the year. 

9. Is there a ~olunteer Fire District program? 

Yes. Because of the make up of the people of 
our community, firefighting is the duty of the 
personnel contracted from Rural Metro. 
However. trained volunteers are used in fire 
prevention, inspections and fire polic ing ac­
tivities of the District. They work under th direc­
tion of the Fire Marshal. 

If you are interested in volunteering for this 
activity, please contact the Fire Marshal at the 
George Meade Station, 99th Avenue and Bell 
Road or call the business phone 974-2321 . 

10. The Sun City Fire District enjoys good rela­
tions with nearby communities and has Mutual 
Aid Contracts with Sun City West, Peoria and 
Glendale. 

11. Sun City and Youngtown share costs, person­
nel and apparatus at Station 35 on 111 th 
Avenue. This station serves both communities. 

12. Free Public Education classes are offered in 
our mini thea ter to Sun City Residents, Clubs and 
Organiza tions. Classes in First Aid, CPR, Fire Ex­
t inguisher use and ho me f ire sa fety are but a few 
of the subjects available. If in teres ted, contact 
the Fire Chief's Office at 974-6803. 

SUN CITY 
FIRE DISTRICT 

TOREPORTAFIRE ................ 9•1•1 
OR MEDICAL EMERGENCY 

BUSINESS NUMBERS 

ST A TION 30 - George Meade 
17017 N. 99th Avenue ...........•.. 974-1276 

ST A TION 34 - Del Webb 
11401 N. 99thAvenue •. .. ..... •.. .. 974-2843 

STATION 35 - Rural Metro Owned 
13013 111th Ave ....... ........ ... . 974-1522 

FIRE BOARD OFFICE ......................... 974-4977 
FIRE CHIEF ......................................... 974-6803 
FIRE MARSHAL .................................. 974-2321 

The Sun City fire District and the Sun 
City Fire Department are one and the 
same. 

VF - FIRE April 191::37 

Questions and 
Answers 

About Your 
Sun City Fire 

District 

April 1987 

FIRE AND MEDICAL EMERGENCY 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 

A CALL TO THE ABOVE NUMBER: 

1. REPORTING A FIRE EMERGENCY WILL 
SUMMON FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT, 
AND 

2. REPORTING A MEDICAL EMERGENCY 
WILL AUTOMATICALLY SUMMON AN 
AMBULANCE. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
ABOUT YOUR SUN CITY 

FIRE DISTRICT 

1. When was the District formed? 
On ) une 23, 1966. The Distric t was established 

under Arizona Law (Title 48, Chap.SJ, after an af­
firmative vote by the electors of Sun City and an 
order by the Board of Supervisors of M aricopa 
County . The original district, which was Sun City 
south of Grand Avenue, has since been enlarged 
by five separate annexations and now includes 
all of Sun City as far north as Beardsley Road. 

2. Do•• the District Include Sun City WHt? 
No. The people of Sun City West have 

organized their own fire district. 

3. Who is responsible for the operation of the 
affairs of the District? 

Under the law, a board of five citizens of Sun 
City are elected to govern the District. Board 
members serve four year staggered terms so that 
an election is held (after August 1980) every two 
years on election day in November. At the most 
recent election which was held in November 
1986, the following citizens, who serve without 
compensation, were elected to the terms ending 
on the date indicated opposite their names: 

James W. Pryor 
Chairman . ....... . . . .... . ..... .. . .. . . 1988 

Brayton P. W illis, Sr. 
Clerk ... . ....... . ..... . .... .. .... . ... 1988 

Cyri I J. Rengel 
V ice Chairman ...... . ..... .. ..... . ... 1990 

George M. Lange 
Treasurer . . ... . .. . . .............. . ... 1988 

Everette E. Johnson 
M ember ..... .. . . ..... .. . ...... . . . . .. 1990 

Among others, their duties require them to: 
(a) elect a chairman and clerk; 
(b) appoi nt a chief; 

(c ) prepare an annual budget and after a 
public hearing, usually in May of eac h year, 
adopt the same. 

(d ) hold regular monthly meetings, open to 
the public, at whi c h formal actions are taken; • 

(e) plan and manage an efficient and 
economical organization ; 

(f) draw checks on the County Treasurer 
for money to operate the District. 

(g) not incur any indebtedness in excess of 
the taxes collected and other money available 
and unencumbered in its general District fund, 
provided, however, indebtedness may be 
incurred for purposes of acquiring property 
where a majority of the electors approve the 
issue of bonds by the County on behalf of the 
District . 

and in addition the board may: 
(h) purchase fire protection and rescue 

equipment, lease or purchase land, and erect 
or purchase buildings and equipment; 

(i) decide by majority vote, how fire protec­
tion services are to be provided, the board 
being authorized to enter into a contract with a 
private fire protection company. 

4. How is our fire protection provided? 

The Distric t Board has elected to contract 
w ith a private company, Rural Metro Corpora­
tion of Scottsdale, AZ. U nder our current con­
tract, Rural M etro provides t rained m anpower, 
alarm room dispatch, vehicle maintenance and 
management expertise as needed. Comparable 
contracts have been made with them since 1966. 

AMBULANCE SERVICE is provided as a 
separate business by Rural M etro; however, the 
District supports this serv ice by p roviding ap­
paratus and manpower t o situatio11s that require 
additional men or when ambulances are 
unavailable or would be delayed. Rural M etro 
reciprocates by send ing ambu lances to f ire 
scenes. 

The District owns seven fire vehicles. Four 
pumpers, an aerial ladder truck, a fire preven­
tion pickup truck and a Chief's vehic le and all 
the tools and equipment on t hese vehicles. 

It also owns the two f ire stations on 99th 
Avenue and all equipm ent in the stations. The 
sta tion on 111 th Avenue is owned by Rural 
Metro. 

5. How do we pay for our fire protection? 
After the budget is approved by the Board, it 

is subm itted to the County Treasurer. The Coun­
ty then cont ributes 20% of the am ount, w ith the 
remaining monies necessary, raised by a fire tax 
levied on propert ies in the Distric t , but not to ex­
ceed $2.60 per $100 assessed valuation. The f i re 
tax for 1986-87 was $.40. 

The total assessed valuation in the Sun City 
Fire District in 1986 was $21 3,420,721 .00. 

6. How many fires hue we had In Sun City? 
Since 1966 there have been 886 fire inci­

dents. Sun City has been fortunate as 
indicated by the table below: 

Num!Mr of No. of ,. ..... 
Houelng Structural L-per 

Year Unlta Populatlon FlrN Fin 

1966 4,500 8,100 9 $2,200.00 
1971 11,000 20,000 31 4,300.00 
1976 21 ,800 37,700 57 1,000.00 
1981 25,700 46,800 55 1,100.00 
1984 26,000 47,000 40 972,00 
1986 26,000 47,000 74 2,666.00 

7. Has the District provided adequate enough 
tire protection to lower fire Insurance 
rates? 

Yes. In April of 1984, t he Insurance Ser­
vices Office of Arizona (the insurance rating 
bureau) advised the District Board that they 
had regraded the fire defense facil ities of Sun 
City wit h the result that the District had 
improved its protection class from 5 to 4. 
Improvement in the protection class was due 
essentially to improvements in the service, 
manpower and equipment of the District and 
in the water system. This means for Sun City 
homeowners the lowest rating available for 
fire insurance purposes. The Board of the 
Distric t seeks continuously to improve this 
rating. 

Because of Sun City Fire District's fine fire 
protection servi ces and low fire loss record, it 
is recommended you negotiate each year 
with your insurance carrier fo r appr~priate 
fire insurance rates. 



1/F - FIRE .DEPARTMENT NEWS-SUN, Dec. 30 , 1986 

7t/s Sun City Fire · Department 
· Hopefully we can start the New 

Year off by correcting a long 
standing misnomer about fire pro­

·lection in Sun City. The fire board 
Sbf the Sun City Fire District sin­
·•c:erely hopes that the following 

will enlighten everyone concerned: 
1,, There is NO rural metro fire 
!>department in Sun City. The cor­
·"l"ect name for the fire force is the 
;Sun City Fire Department. 
-: ·:· All persons and property owners 
c"'f Sun City own the buildings and 
-igrounds at the two fire stations on 
99th Avenue - Meade Station at 

. p9th and Bell Road and the Del 

.jWebb station at 99th and Sun City 
~oulevard. . 

They also own all the equipment 
'1nd furnishings in these stations. 

/ . And they own all the fire trucks 
, 'and other vehicles. The vehicles 
'are clearly lettered Sun City Fire 
'Department. Sun Citians own all 
of the tools and equipment carried 

'<in these vehicles. Another fire 
·-pumper is on order and will arrive 
in 1987. 

., , Thr fire board on behalf of Sun 
Citiam: lease!' spare at thy fire 
stet iCln on lllth Avenue, and one 

,r?f Sun City'i; fire engines is locat­
&ed there. Youngtown alsCl ha1- a 
"fire enJ!i:ie there. 
.. The cost of the manpower at this 
~talion ii: shared equally by both 
'( ommunities and both these fire 

LOCAL ISSUE 
engines respond to either commu-

. nit.y as the need arises. Rural 
Metro does ov.n this station and 
has a fire engine there for use in 
areas outside Sun City. 

The ambulance sen;ce for Sun 
City is provided by Rural Metro as 
a separate business. The Sun City 
.fire board has no jurisdiction over 
this business except to state that 
we are totally satisfied with their 
operation and their fine medical 
personnel. We do, however, lease 
space for their personnel and vehi­
cles at Sun City's two fire stations 
because of the excellent locations 
to serve all parts of Sun City. 

It might be well t o slate here 
that all of our firefighters are also 
trained medical technicians and 
respond with ambulances in cer­
tain casts o~ if ambulances are 
J ied up, they " i ll respond and give 
aid ai- need br unt il the arrival of 
an arnbulanct. 

At thii; point we must slate that 
the fire board contracts y,;th the 
Rural Metro Corp. for our man­
power and certain other sen·ices 
such 8 !- maintenanre of vehicles, 
alarm room dispatch and other 

management functions. The fire 
board, however, oversees through 
its standing committees all opera­
tions concerning fire protection in 
Sun City . 

If anyone or any group would 
like further information on this 
subject or any subject related to 
fire protection, fire prevention, 
safety, handling -emergencies etc., 
several fine speakers are available 
at your meeting place or ours. Call 
974-4977 or 974-2321 for arrange• 
ments. 

The fire board meets on the 
third Tuesday of every month at 
the board room in the rear of the 
fire station at 99th and Bell Road. 
There is seating for 60 and coffee 
and doughnuts are served. Ample 
parking is in the rear. Meetings 
start promptly at 9:30 a .m. 

Sun Citians' tax monies proYide 
the ways and means for fire protec­
tion in Sun City and the fire board 
feels that it behooves residents to 
become m ore familiar with these 
sen·ice5 a nd the men who provide 
for their well-being in these areas. 

JameF Pryor, 
Chairman of thr board, 

Bra)ion Willis, ckrk 
Cyril Rengel, ,;ce chairmen 

G eorge Lange, treasure r, 
Eve rette Johnson, membe r 
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News-Sun Wednesday, September 9, 1970 

County Imperils 

SC 'Fire District's 
fund Source 

George Meade, Sun City 
Volunteers Fire Company 
District c hief, has an­
nounced the district will 
fight a movement for stale 
legislation. to change the 
method ,under which the 
district derives its funds. 

Meade said Maricopa 
County fi na nce officials 
have made overtures to the 
state senate's finance and 
revenue committee to 
change the law under which 
the Sun City fire district 
obtained $79,000 from the 
county general fund in fiscal 
1970. Meade said the figure 
pr obably will run to more 
than $100,000 in fiscal 1971. 

"We're the only volunteer 
fire district in the state that 
has a paid fire department 
and no tax. That's what 
disb.Jrbs them," said Meade. 

WHAT ALSO dis b.Jrbs the 
county, he indicated, is that 
the county could spend that 
money· itself.-; if ·S""un City 
cijdn't get-1( 

Meade said the district 
was formed in 1966 and its 
i ncomt? is ba·sed upon 1.2 per 
cent of the lieu tax paid by 
motor vehicles registered in 
Sun City. The district has 
legal authority to levy a 
property tax up to $1.20 per· 
$100 assessed valuation but 
d~sn't require it. ~, 

He repofted the county 
wants the legislature to 
make the tax mandatory, 
replacing the· lieu tax 
payment. 

TO SHOW how significant 
Sun City's anticipated 
$100,000,plus fund is, Mea'de 
gave these figures for the 

county's four other volun­
teer fire company districts 
for the past year : Gila Bend 
$261 , Wittmann $325, 
Wickenburg $2,935, and 
Buckeye $14,000. 

"The original intention of 
the law," Meade said, "was 
to help out small volunteer 
fire company districts. But 
no one ever anticipated a 
district would get $100,000." 

He said he plans to make 
personal appearances 
before several state officials 
to present the Sun City case. 

MEADE announced that 
the district has concluded a 
new fire protection contract 
with Rural Fire Co. to 
succeed a three-year con­
tract which expired Aug. 3L 

He issued this statement: 
"Figures were submitted 

by Rural ; books and records 
were examined; recom­
mendations by the Arizona 
Ra ting Board were con­
sidered, and meetings of the 
Sun City Volunteer board 
were held. 

"This latter board con­
sis ts of George ·G: Meade, 
fire chief; John W. Prather, 
secretary and treasurer; 
Walter I. Isekeit, former 
fire captain of the Cincinnati 
Fire Department; Howard 
L. Reynolds, former fire 
chief of the Jacksonville 
Fire Department, and 
Verner B. Olson, engineer, 
head of Chicago Fire 
Protection. 

"IT WAS finally agreed by 
all that the 'new contract 
should be for one year with 
three renewal privileges, 
the firemen all lo get raises, 

two extra men should be 
added, their pay to be borne 
entirely by Sun City, and 
that the annual (payable 
monthly ) rate should be 
increased from $48,600 to 
$74,442.10. 

"This was then submitted · 
to the Corporation Com­
mission and subsequently to 
the County Board of 
Supervisors, and an interim 
authorization was granted 
by the Corporation Com­
mission. 

" I might add that about 
·six months ago Stale Sen. 
Ray Goetze introduced a bill 
in the Arizona Senate put­
ting a fire company like 
Rural under the authority of 
the Arizona Corpora lion 
Commission. This bill took 
effect on Au'g. 11, and 
Senator Goetze deserves the 
good will of everybody, not 
only in Sun City, but 
everywhere served by 
Rural. 

"THE BOSWELL 
Hospital has been inspected 
several times and w~ll open 
soon>The firerii'e'n will train -
some of the people em­
ployed there . in the 
rudiments of fire protection 
and fire fighting. 

"The Volunteer Fire 
Company, under recom­
mendation by the Arizona 
Fire Ra ting Bureau to cover 
this high-rise building, has 
not only added men lo the 
fire force but will also have 
to ins tall six or seven 
hydrants around this one 
s tructure and, in addition, 

· install a rebroadcasting unit 
on top of the building.'' 



SC Fire Boaid, HOA 
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Put Fleads Jogether. 
By'llank Essbach 

A briefing on some of the 
problems faced by _the Sun City 
Volunteer Fire District accom­
panied a request for aid by Sun 
City Home Owners Association 
board members on seeking legisla­
tion to solve those problems, as 
three members of the Fire District 
Board appeared before HOA direc­
tors during Pteir July S meeting. 

Chairman George Evans, board 
· clerk Robert Lane, and treasurer 
Ed Buente were accompanied by 
Sun City Fire Chief Geary Roberts 
and Inspector Lt. John Rowlinson, 
as they discussed some areas in 
which it was felt the HOA could be 
of help to the fire district, with the 
HOA board. . , 

After Evans gave ·board mem­
bers a summation of the district'·s 
history, the law under which it 
operates, and the recently-com­
pleted long range planning com._ 
mittee report, Lane noted that, 
since current board members' 
terms will expire in June 1978, 
and an election will be held in 
April, the HOA might want to 
assist in getting interested Sun 
Citians to run for posts on the fire 
board. 

Buente pointed out one recent 
legislative change allows the fire 
district to receive no more than 10 
percent- more in levy income from 
motor vehicle assessments than it 
did last year. He added the board 
anticipates approving a levy of 3.8 
mills on Sun City homeowners '(it 
was 2.9 mills this year, and the 
limit is _20 mills) to make up the 
difference needed to meet oper­
ating costs. 

The expected budget of 
$729,600, be observed; will be an 
increase of 30 percent over the 

spending during that period, so 
inco·me could equal expens~s. One 
way in which the board decided 
wear and tear on equipment could 
be lessened, Evans added, was to 
halt response to calls where 
homeowners accidentally lock 
themselves out. 

Noting the board has worked in 
the . past with , the Sun City 
Condominium -Association in pro­
moting the purchase of fire extin­
guishers for the home, Evans told 
the HOA board he feels smoke 
detectors are also • very valuable 
items to have in each home~ He 
revealed more persons die from 
smoke inhalation, than from any 
other cause in most home fires. 

Lt. Rowlinson said the statistic 
ls that 95· percent_ · die from 
inhaling the toxic components of 
the smoke generated, befqre the 
flames even reach them: He called 
the smoke detector "one of the 
biggest steps in home fire protec­
tion in the past SO years.'' Chief 
Roberts added that to date, three 
states have passed iaws requiring 
the detectors be instaIIed in both 
old, and new, homes. 

Curre11.tly, he added, Maricopa 
County requires the detectors be 
instaIIed in new housing only. 
Evans pointed out many home 
products are composed of plastics, 
which, wh~n they burn, emit 
highly-toxic gases. 

Expressing satisfaction ,.with the 
arrangement to contract for fire 
protection from Rural-Metropoli­
tan Fire Protection Co., Lane told 
the HOA board it has proven to be 
less expensive this way, than it 
would be to organize an, entirely 
new fire department. He cited the 
examples of Scottsdale, which 
relies on Rural-Metro se~ce, and . -·-----·~ ..... '-• -
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Eire Board, 
(Continued from page 1) 

I I 11111111 1111 

'; station has been opened, and due 
department. ., ' , to personnel upgrading. 

Chief Roberts revealed a train- Concerning the fire district's 
ing program for reserve firemen, CQntract with the Sun City Water 
which began in February of this Company, board member G. 
year, has invovled 45 men so far, Douglas Morris questioned the fire 
who will put in 280 hours in one · board members if it might not be 
year. He added they will form a better to work out a plan to 
vital backup force to aid in purchase the existing fire 
combatting local fires. With imple- hydrants, instead of renting them 
mentation of . this program, he each year. 
pointed out, ''we could get 60 men Lane agreed the board should 
in Sun City on very short notice." look into this option, adding, 
By the end of this year, lie however, other matters have occu­
declared, "we will have a viable pied the board's attention. Evans 
force, " available for response to said he <lid not like-the thought of 
back-up other firemen, if they are having to pay the Water Co. $1 
needed. million over a 10-year period, for 

Roberts said Rural-Metro has use of the hydrants. 
working agreements with the fire Evans said he would like to see 
departments of many Valley cities some HOA board members volun­
for mutual aid, in the event big teer to aid the district in drawing 
fires get out of control. There are up a new fire code, for subrnissiom 
18 fire stations in the county which to the voters of Sun City, next 
could be called upon to render 
assistance in such an event, he 
said. 

The possibility that Sun City' s 
ISO rating for fire insurance 
purposes could drop one digit, 
below its current "S" due to the 
opening of the 111th Avenue 
station, was raised by an HOA 
board members. Evans said he 
does not believe the expense 
involved in "'obtaining a lower 
grading would be justified in the 
form of higher taxes to be 
assessed Sun Citians. Lane said it 
is possible the grade will drop to a 
" 4" because the 111 th A venue 

year. 
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His Nosiness Pays Richly 
~ 

Meade Wi,ns Cut in Sun City Fire· I1is,urance Rat~s 
By THELMA HEATWOLE 
SUN CITY - George G. 

Meade wears t.wo civic h.its 
. . . and he admils to being 
nosy. 

He's chief or the Sun City 
Volunteer Fire Company (but 
refuses to collect his $1 an/ 
nual salary) and president of 
the 3,500 member Sun City 
Home Owners Associalion. 

Meade's background as a 
real estate abstracter, ac­
countant and tax specialist 
plus his ability in research 
led to the establishment of the 
fire district 

IT WAS "NOSINESS" that 
prompted him lo delve into 
Arizona Revised Statutes and 
learn t h a t unincorporated 
communities could recover a 
portion of lieu tax equal lo 
1.2 per cent of the value of 
motor vehicles in the com­
munity lo be used for a volun­
teer fire district. 

Re~ubllc Photo by Theim• HHIWOIO Examining Arizona Corpora­
l.ion Commission records. .he 
found that other communities 
had inst.ailed fire hydrants 
through their water com­
panies at no initial cost lo 
residents. 

Sun City's George G. Meade 
He's Fire Chief And Homeowners President 

With bulldog determination 
he headed for the state mo­
tor vehicle division. He check­
ed 50,000 car licenses in Mari­
copa County to estimate the 
proportion of money Sun City 
would receive for a fire dis­
trict. 

"AS A SIDELIGHT," Meade · 
said, "I discovered that Sun 
Cilians had from one to three 
cars per family, and the valu­
ation of vehicles here was 
about twice that of the Mari­
copa County average." 

Armed with the facts, he 
secured the · backing of the 

Home Owners and . petitions 
were circulated calling the 
election to establish the fire 
district. Voters overwhelming­
ly approved. 

The first year the district 
received $44,500. Meade esti­
mates that next year the lieu 
tax revenue will go to $50,000. 
There will be no need to levy 
one mill for its support, he 
said. District funds pay ·Rural 
Fire Department for com­
munity protection and fees to 
the water company for the 
approximately 120 fire hy­
drants. Sun Citians now have 
reduced instrrance rates. 

Born: 12/25/1884 
Died: 10/16/1979 

New Iberia , IA 

Interred: Sunland Memorial Park 
Arrangements by Menke Fune-:tal Home 

/ 

MEADE ESTIMATES that 
based on the 5,000 present 
homes and an additional 1,500 
lo be built here, the com­
munity will save between 
$500,000 and $750,000 through 
the fire district in live years. 

Although he spurns his $1 
a year salary, which he asked 
for, Meade has been charged 
$11.04 yearly lax by lhe i~­
dustrial commission . on his 
salary. 

"Legally," he explained, "I 
am taxed as though I am re­
ceiving $400 a month salary." 

Meade retired 25 years ago 
after three heart attacks. An 
aviation mechanic in the 
Army signal· corps in World 
War I, he was .ttrrned .down 
due to his weight when he 
tried to , enlist in .World·. War . 
II. . [ ,_·:· ~ \ ,,.. 

"I CHOPPED TREES al my 1 

mountain home lo reduce." 
he said, "but wound up with 
a heart attack instead." He 
and his wife moved here in 
1964. 

. . He came out of retirement 
in Sun City when his neighbor 
had a fire and Meade discov­
ered there was not a fire hy­
drant in the community. 

Right now Mead is re­
searching the community hos­
pital proposal and a wave of 
protests concerning c a t t I e 
feed lot odors which winds 
waft in here. 

"I will not pigeonhole any­
thing t!la t concerns the com­
munity," he said. 
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~ •• .'This is a continuation of an ad in the Oct: 28 issue entitled 
~ "Hydrants:" Clip this ad and the previous ad and all subseque~t 
~ ads for future use. · 
~ We will prove that the officers of the Hom~ Owners Associa-
~ lion knew some facts, withheld them, knew thot insteod of saving 
~ you money it has been costing you more (that pertains to all 
~ construction, 1 ond 2 family, 3-4-8-10 family houses) and even 
~ the motel and shopping center. . 
~ The July 26 articl_e itself prov~d they knew something (probably 
~ not much) and since they d,d not state any answers it was 
~ apparent the information was being withheld. 
~ Why? A 1962 newspaper article by the association's officers 
~ states, "When Sun City is incorporated, it will get hydrants." 
~ They were afraid to say " if Sun City, etc." They had knowledge 
~ that hydrants could be installed without being incorporated. 
~ This information was obtainable from a rocking chair through 
~ --the use of a telephone. 
~ • The Aug. 27, 1964, board of directors meeting mentions " need 
~ of fire protection." 
~ Sept. 24, 1964, in theboardoldirectorsmeeting Herb (Martin) 
~ said,_ "should stress savings lo the people by lire protection." 
~ Incidentally these two meetings were primarily concerned 
~ (not with the safety or possible loss of your life and property 
~ by lire) but what can we do to become incorporated. 
~ The Del Webb Co. takes pride in the.i,,ellare of this Sun City 

~
~ but s_omehow ~verlooke_d th~stallation of hydrants here (they 

are installed in Sun C,ty, Cal.) and will possibly be installed 
~ in late sections. 
~ Had the directors of the association been diligent, conferred 
~ with the Del Webb Co. and the water company (then owned 
~ by Del Webb Co.) there would be no hydrant problem. 
~ Most of Sun City then was farm land and standard-type 
~ hydrants could have been installed then at o cost of less than 
~ S4.25 a dwelling. 
~ Now, as lo this great declaration by the directors "should 
~ ~tress savings lo the people by fire protection" (8/24/ 64 meet-
~ ing) and the July 29 statement by the directors of the osso-
~ ciation _"heartily !n favor of any proposition which will provide 
:'1111111 better fire protection for our homes and atthe same time reduce 
~ the cost of living." 
~ let us examine the facts: The 8/ 24/ 64 meeting states specif-
~ ically they knew there was a positive saving. In July 1961 the 
~ insurance companies put in effecta ruling (referred to and known 
~ to the officers and directors of the Home Owners Association 
~ in their July 29 article) as Fire Rating Code No. 189-N. 
~ Maybe they never heard of this before (which would not be 
~ surprising) but it has been in effect since July 1961. 
~ In a nutshell, ii provided .that all I-story 1 and 2 family 
~ houses, within 1,000 feet of a hydrant as the hose is laid in 
.~ the street and who als~ subscribed to rura! lire protection 
~ would be graded Class 8 instead of Class 9 rating. This would 
~ reduce all such persons' lire insurance premiums for the current 
~ and future years approximately S5 to S 10 per year on the com-
~ bined building and contents thereof (even in the installation of 
~ an indj.,,idual hydrant). 

~ The recent Del Webb report states that there are 4,039 
~ living units in the one and two family category and 4,155 living 
~ units altogether. · S ,'. As to the other units not in ,the one •and ,two ,family group, • 
.~ ' the:_bo~rd of di redo rs should have1ffiowfl<'fhot all I -story four ' 

~'~~!?!~~·:_fl~.~: 'iiii~ts ona _all 2-~'lory~'ow"err.rn.i'Ys t'sepo_ro'tedvihto,''l.l~lts'' 
·of 4 by a f,rewall) 1are now rated"Cla'st'J0, w,thout rural f,re' 

S 
,- -1 "J'Cl'1U 9,I I - . 

protection and Class 9 with rural fire protection and would 
~ remain so even with the installation of an isolated hydrant. 
~ In dollars and cents these dwellings would not save money 
~ but their lives and property could possibly be saved by the 
~ installation of hydrants. This could be pariicularly important 
~ in two-story buildings. 
~ These few paragraphs only concern the installation of o single 

S~ hydrant which the board of directors did not le t you know could 
be done. 

.. -♦ • • •• 

The board _of directors (this includes this year's board and all 
I prior boards) purposely withheld information and purposely 
1 neglected to act and still will continue lo not act in your behalf, 

using your life ond property as a pawn in their eflorts to in­
corporate under control of the clique. 

Hod they acted in your behalf in this molter for your interests, 
not theirs, and formed an organized lire district wh,ch meets 
the requirements of the Fire Roting Bureau (and this could have 
been done in a non-incorporated community) the following 
schedule indicates the rotes, as given by the Fire Ralin!J Bureau 
(on organization which determines the lire rates for over 200 
lire insurance compani~s in Arizona). 

There are a few fire insurance companies which do net belong 
lo this organization (some package deal companies) whose rates 
vary slightly but their rates compete with the association rotes. 
However, all fire insurance companies are under the super­
vision of the lnsur0nce Department of Arizona. Should any 
complaint be necessary, this department conducts hearings. 

The _following is a schedule covering all buildings 1-2-3, etc., 
apartments, single-story and two-story, also offices, shopping 
center, motel, etc. 

Only two valuations for buildings and contents are used; in 
between valuations can be approximated. 

Buildings & Contents Rating Building Contents 
(Includes Furn. & 

Clothing) 

S 10,000 Valuation (1 & 2 Units) and S4,000 Contents 
9 Sl 6 Sl 2.40 
8 s12 s 9 .20 
7 SJ I S 8.80 
6 SJ0 S 8.40 
5 s 9 s 8.00 

S 10,000 Valuation (3 & 4 Units) and S4,000 Contents 

9 SIS SJ3.20 
8 SJ3 S 9.60 
7 SJ I · S 8.80 
6 SJ0 S 8.40 
5 s 9 s 8.00 

S20,000 Valuation {I & 2 Fam.) and SS,000 Contents 

9 S26 SJS.80 
8 S20 SJ4.40 
7 SJ 8 SJJ.60 
6 SJ 6 SJ 2.80 
5 s14 s12.oo 

S20,000 Valuation (3 & 4 Fam.) and SS,000 Contents 

9 S30 S20.40 
8 S22 SJ5.20 
7 SJ8 SJ3.60 
6 SJ6 SJ2.80 
5 S 14 SJ 2.80 

Apt. Buildings (5 lo 10 Fam.) S 10,000 and S4,000 Contents 

9 S39 SJ9.20 
8 S34 SJ6.80 
7 SJ0 SJ4.80 
6 S26 SJ3.20 
5 s24 s12.oo 

Apt. Buildings (5 lo 10 Fam.) S20,000 and SS,000 Contents 

9 S78 S38.40 
8 S68 S33.60 
7 S60 S29.60 
6 s52 S26.40 
5 S26 S24.00 

Phoenix is_ ra'.ed 4 ~nd Scottsdale is rated 6. 



t:~~ o ge, rfdot:--1:1tio~~~i, ~--~n, que_strdns1 the answer 
Is Yes, everybody w1ttiiri :jl,7preairibed distance from o hydrant 
who is o member o,f the R_urol F'ire ·Deportment, regardless of 
whether he contributed . to the fire plug fund, gets o .reduction 
in insurance. 

This includes those who could not afford to pay, those who 
would not {possibly some but not all of the clique who hoped 
and possibly worked for o failure) and even those of the clique 
who disregarded your wishes, were not concerned with the 
danger to your life and property, but were concerned with 
their own. 

We hove the situation of some of those -- o director, o vice 
president, and former president -- who actually contributed 
money to the installation of the hydrant ot 107th Ave. and Sun 
City Blvd. to enjoy its protection and receive o reduction in 
insu.:-Once premium and purposely foiled to secure the some 
protection and reduction in premiums for you. 

At the end of the meeting of Oct. 7 the geniuses (?) who 
dreamt up the July article, which was published by the direction 
of the board of directors, were offering free advice to " pick 
out •any location and install your awn hydrant." Thus it is 
apparent thPre is still no thought of an overall installation of 
hydrants in the minds of the clique. . 

These arrogant geniuses (?) who hod written so much drivel 
couldn't remember that in their article they had specifically 
condemned such a procedure " which would likely result in o 
jerry-built conglomeration of voids and over-laps (and) engin­
eering-wise would be on atrocity." 

It would be if it were entrusted to them. 
They are still laboring under the delusion that everybody 

(but the chosen few of the sell-perpetuating clique) are idiots 
and that this self-chosen few were sent here by the Almighty 
to lead us down the right (as the self-perpetuating clique de­
termines) path. 

Maybe it should be explained to the self-perpetuating clique 
that everybody in Sun City had already proven his or her 
ability or they would never have been able to reside here. 

What we are confronted with is to protect ourselves from 
o self-perpetuating clique, posing as our frie~nas but determined 
to control our present and future./These friends {?) ore worse 
than a known enemy. 

Maybe it should be explained to them that there is and had 
always existed mops of water lines. Without water lines, with­
out on easement to the water company (applied for about 
7 / 16/ 59) we would hove no water and no community. 

To protect himself, Mr. Mulcahy singlehandedly, without any 
help from the clique who not only did not cooperate but did not 
believe he could succeed, did succeed in inducing most of his 
neighbors to contribute ' to the installation of a hydrant in the 
only method available to him. This in o space of thirty days 
instead of· on investigating-discussing {one word " stalling") 
since ,196.J:.=!~~~,•;_;~:~ ... t}rt, .I ., . 

A chtf.kJ,t ,_!he, Rl'r,oJFJre Depart!:"ent ..r!!.'!.~als that in 1961 -
2-3- & 4~there were calls for 63 fires only. Some were small 
but could' 'hove erup.tecl into larger fires. One resulted in a 
death by fire. 

An expression of opinion by the department was requested 
concerning hydrants. The greatest concern was deemed to be 
fire in the roof structure. This is all wood with shingles that 
are not fireproof. We do have, in addition to ordinary fire 
hazards, planes flying overhead. We do hove windy days. 
We do hove straight streets with houses fairly close to each 
o_the~. , We do hove the. hazard of o fire jumping from roof 
to ro9f (great concern to fire department) . 
. We could hove · an added protection if the clique were not 
s~ ~eg~igent. 

-------------- -

The fire deportment hos on opparoius- colled o .,...ater ...,0 11--: 
for the express purpose of fighting this type fire and to prevent 
such fires from jumping from roof to roof. But you must have 
hydrants to supply the water. Their tankers cannot supply the 
water. 

No more space will be wasted talking about the hydrants 
(costs were explained in od of Oct. 28) than to state that o 
standard hydrant (miscalled large size-commercial) rates higher 
in determining insurance rates. It has a 4-i nch outlet, two 2-1 / 2 
outlets (against standpipes with only two 2-1 / 2 outlets). If the 
standard is knocked over, no water escapes; if some of the 
standpipe type is knocked over. - a flood. Of course, our gen­
iuses {?) wouldn't expect any hydrant that does not have a 
notional standard thread would be. used. 

Returning to those whose only thought was " to save you 
money" but who caused you lo spend more, the following is 
from an article in this paper doted Feb. 7, 1963, stating, The 
Rural Fire Deportment hod .received Rural 2 rating. Reduced 
insurance for subscribers. Further reduction probable if hydrants 
were available. 

On July 12, 1962, article, "The Rural Fire Department has 
sent a report which is available at the association office. It 
was submitted in answer to a query from the board regarding 
protection offered." 

The thought was there, some knowledge was there, but the 
willful desire of the self-perpetuating clique prevented anything 
being done. 

The only way to correct this (and there are other abuses) is 
to elect a new board, none of which is wanted by or belongs 
to the self-perpetuating clique. 

The self-perpetuating clique are beginning to shed crocodile 
tears, are even going lo promise you something new. 

Don't be fooled again; it's been done t~ you before. 
Quoting from Lincoln: 

" If you once forfeit the confidence of your fellow citizens, 
you can never regain their respect and esteem ." 

"It is true that you may fool all of the , people some of 
the time; you can even fool some of the people all of the 
lime; but you can't fool all of the people all the time." 

There will be more. Save this ad and all others and hold us 
lo account if we do not carry O!Jtour wri tten pro.mises contained 
in all ads. 

All people, members of the Home Owners Association ur not 
are urged to communicate with any of the undersigned for th~ 
purpose of protecting your rights. 

George G . Meade Dr. Herbertl. Berger Dorothy Greenley 
933-5439 933-5438 933-2354 

Solly Ryan Rowena Ho rvey Vernon Finley 
933-2020 933-5000 933-4867 

H. Keridoll Mulcahy John Donnelly George Eiker 
933-4748 933-2029 933-0344 
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1/29, ,1965, ;eleose by Home Owners Asso-
cio lion: , · 1 ,' ' ~. • 

~ · 1'No ' c~mm'unity:wide drive, etc., ever undertaken because 
it inv'olved ._collecting m'oney: from each property owner and 
on· ogreeroen.t ' in'volving each prop~rty owner and a privately-

, . ~- . ,, ... . 
owned·wot~rcompony. • . , . · , ' 
,} : Thi~ afte'r:di,cus·s1on and i.nvestigotion since 1961 . 

. . ; .~A ~~1I~~civ,r.':_~f~1Jn.ve;lig~tion July_ 30 by ~e· undersigned ~e­
'.!'.~al, q f tn~!~ ~ n_o '!•incorpor<_!ted community could ho:e fire 
hyifr~ installed under four different . methods and, 1f done 
thro_ugh the functions .of a stale· agency, would not necessitate 
any property owner making a separate agreement with the 
water company. In one method the fire district receives a 
reiurn of port of the lieu tax. 

" The officers of the ossociolion hove been stalling and with­
holding information all this . time under the guise of '.'saving 

your money." , . \ • . 
· • Pure bunk. · ., . ·:.. · , · , 
~, IA- r'oisihg"•'·ifw <1'~"ijlitn , o'r-c6;t ~ol "hydrants " between theh: 
l ~~est figure:· S236, a·n·a 'their highestfigure, S675, the difference 
amounts to approximately S2 to S3 per dwelling. (Oh, yes, we 
checked with the hydrant soles: compony; you do get hydrants 
cheaper if you buy 25 or 50.) Hod everybody in Mulcohy's 
district contributed, it would hove cost each about S4.25 instead 
of S6.1 0 and they still would gel the standard hydrants (which 
you willfully describe as " a large sized commercial or industrial 
hydrant''). 

This hydrant is that used in hundreds of towns and villages 
(populations from 1,000 up) in residential fire protection. 

Now check this attempted brilliontthought with actual facts -
every home owner within the prescribed 1,000 fee t of that 
hydrant who belongs to the Rural Fire Deportment hos already 
lost between S5 a nd Sl0 per year due to the fact a hydrant 
hos not been instolled. Since the hydrant hos been instolled, 
the owners of homes hove received a cash refund, each be­
tween S5 and SJ0. Since all fire insurance rotes hove increased 
th is year on new policies, the saving will be even greater. 

A few more hours' investigation provided t!,eonswer to every 
que stion (including the s tupid ones) and in a subseque nt article 
answe rs will be given on every question. 

Up to Oct. 20, 1965, checking at the Boord of Supervisors, 
roting board chief engineer, Arizona Corporation Commission, 
Arizona Health Commission or chief of roting board (which 
calculates rotes for over 200 fire insurance companies) nowhere 
was there any recollection of anybody representing the Home 
Owners. Associoti9n_ miikil'.lQ on investigation concerning fire 
p(ot~ction, hydrants~ fir·e insuro~ etc. ' 

The chief engineer .of the roting bureau said he had ready 
a report showi_ng · propose~ location's of hydrants in the resi­
den0tiol sections,' recommendations concerning hydrants in the 
motel arid business sections, and recommendations for the over-

. \ OIi fire prote1:~on ;1 Sun City, all of which · could possibly reduce 
the insurance· ·of · everybody - all h'omes, apartments, and 
business property.' Since Mr. Mulcahy and Mr. Hardin hod 
brought , the maps and/ consulted him, the reports would b e 
released to them. A lower rote of insurance than specified 
unjer' 1 ~9;N, 'is possible. 

NEWS - SUN OCT. 1 965 

The most' important thought in the minds ot the officers ot 
the H.O.A. is to try to convince you they ore " saving" you S2 
or S3 once while actually it hos (and will continue to) cost you 
S5 to S 10 each. · 

Almost everybody in Sun City hos mementos, heirlooms, 
etc., which, if- lost in a fire, cannot be replaced no molter what 
amount fire insurance you carry. 

But most important of all, the directors and officers hove 
· risked your life by fi re for years in on endeavor to gain personal 
power. 

This should prove tooll that the officers and directors, this year 
and for the past 3 or 4 years, in this important matter (and 
there are other matters) have !'\Pt served the best interests 
of the members and a complete change is necessary. 

It is time for a change, and it would be impossible to select 
an independent board with members who cored less for the 
opinions, we lfare, and who would be as arrogant as.the present 
clique. 

On Thursday morning, Nov. 4, at the Community Center, a 
meeting will be held to ·nominate candidates fo r the board of 
directors and discussion of other matters. 

All members ore urged to atte nd and under Article XII, Sec­
tion 2, of the bylaws "onymember,ingood standing, may make 
additio no I nom i no lions from the floor at the Nove mber meeting." 

Exercise this right and nominate any member you wish, whose 
presence on the board for the ensuing year, you believe will 
benefit the association. 

Some nominations will be mode by the undersigned: 

George G. Meade Dr. Herbert L. Berger Dorothy Greeley 
933-5439 933-5438 933-2354 

Sally Ryan Rowena Harvey Vernon Finley 
933-2020 933-5000 933-4867 
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To Install 
Fire Hydrant 

"They said it couldn't be 
done, but Sun City is going 
to get its first fire hydrant " 
s~d- H. Kendall Mulcahy, the . 
ongmator of the projector. 

The goal of $675 for the in- · 
stallation of the hydrant has 
been passed by $1J dona­
tions, and refunds are already 
being made, according tol\ful-
cahy. • 

"There are 16J homes with­
in a ~adius of the fire hydrant 
a nd if the majority of the resi­
dents would make donations 

Sun City, Arizona 

in a radius of the fire hydrant 
and if the majority of the resi­
dents would make donations 
then it would cost each one $5 
or less, "he said. "The required 
amount has been paid to the 
Sun City Water Works." 

Jeff Hardin, Del Webb en­
gineer, · said the hydrant has 
been ordered and should ar­
rive within about two weeks. 
Installation will be made as 
soon as possible after the hy-
drant arrives. · . 

The community's first fire 
hydrant will be placed at the 
Intersection of 107th Ave. and 
Sun City Blvd. and will serve 
residents within a radius of 
1,000 feet. 

Installation will present no 
problem as a watermainislo­
cated along 1 ()7th Ave. and all 
that is necessary to hook the 
hydrant to this main. 

Ten Cents 

Mulcahy said homeowners 
in the vicinity of the project 
have been asked to be included 
in the project but have been 
advised they are outside of the 
1,000 foot radius and were 
informed to start a similar 
project in their own neighbor­
hood. 

M,tlcahy explained that he 
learned that the Arizona Fire 
Rating Code stales property 
owners can gel reduced fire 
insurance rates if there is afire 
hydrant within 1,000feelfrom 
the property. 

M.t1cal1y who resides al 
10644 Snead Dr., said the 
idea of a fire hydrant installed 
in the neighbor originated 
when he and other neighbors 
were having apatiobarbeque. 

They all agreed it was 
a splendid idea but they said 
"It couldn't be done." That's 
when he started out as a one­
man committee to raise funds. 
Some of the neighbors turned 
down the request for $10 
toward the project but many 
were eager lo get the drive 
started. 

Thu rsday, July 1, 1965 

LlT1ERS~MAl1. 
, 10 THI [J· . 

11rro1t' :J 
EDITOR: 

Thank you for your fine 
article about "our fire hy-
drant"! 

I have received a number 
of telephone t:alls from 
persons wishing they could 
·have one in their area. One 
fine gentleman wrote, "~ou 
cannot reach your goa:l of j 
$675.00, let me . know-I'll ::1> 

contribute $ 10.JJ". ~ 
I am thankful to be able io ,..; 

say we have reached our goal 
-the fire hydrant is ordered­
and the money t:omi ng in noW' 
from the rest of our neigh­
bors will be refunded equally 
to each one, thus making the 
ultimate cost less than $ 1 J.00 
each. 

At this time, I would like to 
take the opportunity to thank 
my neighbors, for without 
their support, success would 
not · have been possible. l\'fy 
special . thanks, too, to Mr. 
Harry W. -Brinkman, 10608 
La Jolla Drive, and to l\1r . . 
Robert W. Bridges, 1()632 
Snead Drive, who helped me 
so generously with the all­
important "leg work"! 

In closing, I wish to answer 
those people who asked me 
why we needed a fire hydrant 
when we have a Rural Fire 
Department. The fire hydrant 
will make it possible for the 
men to be better prepared todo 
a good job. Stop by on 111 th; 
talk to the men; see the equip· 
ment-it will open your eyes 
as to what a serious business 
fire protection really is. 

Sincerely, 
H . Kendall Mulcahy 
10644 Snead Drive 

,._T 
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Sun City's First Fire Hydrant To _ Be · Installed 
Baer's StQre 
To Expand 

Baen Dr~ at the Sun 
Clty Sboppi.n& Center will ex­
pand tbl, , ummer , according 
to ""'ner Bob Baer. Pr .. ent 
operation. wW move lateJuly 
to aton,s being vacated by 
Brice'• Ha r d w a re and 
Brown'• Furniture. 

Baer will expand hla pres­
ent llne of d raper!"' and car­
peta a.nd by September Ont 
will offer a wide asaonment 
d home fumlahlnga. "O,r 
borne fumlablng• department 
will lnclude _l!!JDPI, !"1rron , 

" ill"Y to fumlthlng a. home 
completely,• aay1 Baer. 

Store spac,, will expand 
from the pre1e11t a,ooo 1quare 
feet to 7,500. ThelargerfacW­
ty wW be equipped with 
modem lighting, new flxtun,s 
and wlll be completely carpet­
ed. 

• We would like r .. ldenta of 
Sun City and Youngtown to 
come In any time and mll!I 111 

and m01t eapeclally to visit 
our new location In late July. 
\\I, want them to aee our com­
plete line of merchandlae and 
to ..,. th• It ls competitively 
priced,• Baer said. 

Baer wlll be going to the 
furniture market In Lo, An­
geles next month to aelect new 
lines ol fine furnishings to be 
av ailable ln hi, ,tore. 

Say, Baer, "We have had a 
very pleasarc relationship 
with Sun City and Youngtown 
and as a consequence feel thls 
vr:pansion ii an anawer to the 
wares and needs ol established 
and new r"'ldenu. • 

Baer,, Draperte■ came to the 
Sun City Shopping Center In 
Ap,U, 1960. 

Sun Citians Like Mysteries 
Sun Clt11111, love myllery stories and the majority ol mys­

tery readen are men but 1urprl.slng ultmlght seem, women 
enjoy \\\?alem ,tort ... 

Frank Rodriguez, librarian with the Maricopa County 
Fn,e Library m oblleu nltthat visits Sun City every two weeks, 
.aid that an average of 200 books are Issued each day the 
u nit cornea to the Shopp ing Center. 

"Myttery ,tortes make up abo.uj 90 per cent ol the books 
laaued and while men are ln the majority as mystery read­
ers. women come a c!J>o1! second, • he aald. "You would think 
that the men would be ln themajonty when It comes to read­
Ing ~tern stories but ln tnta category the women are far 
In front. • 

Rodriguez said tht adult readers drop of! during the sum­
mer m onths aa many leave on vacation but the grandchil­
dren vhlling Sun Clly make 14p for the "dropouts.• 

The <hlld ren use the library cards of thelr grandparenl• 
and o tor · 

~ cum l,avca anlo 
a number a sections In the county where children readers 
outnumber adults. 

Newcomen select books on Arizona history, espcclal!y 
tho,e pertalnlng to Maricopa county. The unit also carrl .. 
a collection of restricted books, "for adults only. • These are 
placed on the very top shelve, and out ol children'• reach. 

The unit carrlet volumes ol every description and period­
ically books are removed from the shelve• and replaced 
with others. 

The unit vlslta the Sun City Shopping Center on alternate 
Fridays and la open from 9 a.m. untll noon. In J•.ily the 
schedule of visits are Julv 2. 16. and ao. 

Books can be kept by library card holders for two weeb 
before being declared delinquent Library cards can be 
oblalnl'<I at the unit. 

Smile - You May Be On 
Our Candid Camera 

II has been the general feel­
Ing for some month, now that 
because o r the rapid growth 
c:J the community, we a re Joa­
Ing the close personal ties we 
once had. WE DON'T WANT 
TO SJO;E THIS HAPPEN. 

that eventually you will have 
a complete "family albwn" of 
your neighbors and friends. 

As a public service the Rec­
onl • Sun Citizen has decided 
to prln at Intervals begiMlng 
In September. aspeclal "Know 
Your Neighbor" page. Real-

Now Located dents of both 5un Clty and 
Youngtown will be pictured at 
random throughout the wln-

f n New Office ter. Newcomers will be Intro-

Unfortunately, because or 
the d lfficul ty encountered In 
printing, we caMol use prints 
that you already have. Our 
pictures must be the same alze 
and or uniform quality. For 
thl• reason, we have contract­
ed a reputable, local, licensed 
and bonded photographer to 
handle the picture taking for 
us. They have arranged fo r 
apace at 11215 West Nevada 
In Youngtown. Photography 
will begin soon ln order to 
backlog as many plctu res as 
possible for fall use. They will 

The Sun Citizen, office now duced In a special section as 
la operatlng from ltanewqu ar- they arrive. We hope you wUI 
ten In the Muten T. V. Store clip this aectlon each time so 
In the Sun City Shopping Cen- 1 
.... The olrlce. which bad been I Liquor License 
located In the Brice Hardware I Mrs. Kathryn E. Breitbach 
Store In the Shopping Ceir of 11013 CoMectlcut Ave 
ter, moved to Muten T.V., was granted a liquor Ucen;; 
because the B rice H ardware l,,bnday by the Maricopa 
moved to the B rice headquar- C',0uny Board for the opera­
ter, In PeorlL I lion of a package llquo r store 

The Sun Citizen bas I.lie In the proposed new Sun Cily 
,ame telephone number .933- Shopping Center, at 107th 
3631, and the malling addreaa and Peoria Avenues. 

- ~on tact you by telephone fOS:,:­
range a convenient time for 
you. No pho tographs wUJ be 
taken In your homes and pic­
tures for our use will be taken 
only at the above address. 

Webb Gets 

OK On Apt. 
Rezoning 

The Del E. \lkbb company 
has been given the "green 
llgbt" by the Maricopa Coun­
ty Board ol Supervlaon to 
erect aparbnentll on alx acr .. 
of land to the rear of the new 

ahopplng center to be con­
atructed at the ,outheast 
comer ol 107th and Peorla 
Avea. 

The apartment altebad t>e:eD 

merclal aa It bad originally 
been selected fo r the • lie ol the 
aecond ,hopping center and 
then It was decided to move the 
atte cl01er to Peoria Ave. n,e 
county board approved the 
change In zoning a t lta last 
meeting. 

Dick Clark of the Del 'M>bb 
operallon, departrnent, aald 
It 1, uncertain when work wW 
be ,tarted on the apartment 
project but It wW not begin 
until the new ,bopping cen­
ter la completed, because ol 
the building, operation strike. 

IBM Engineer 

Visiting Here 
David Hart, IBM engineer 

who with bla family, 100n wUI 
be transferred to Lebanon, Is 
vi.siting his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Francis D. Har~ 11639 
Thunderbird Rd. 

Har~ hi, wife, Carol, and 
their children Elizabeth and 
Warren, of Upper Montclair, 
New Jersey, are the Sun City 
vlslton. They also are visiting 
Mrs. Hart's mother and 
grandmother, Mrs. \Wliam 
Andenon and Mrs. E. Mc­
Keown In Phoenix. 

David ls a ayatem11 engtn<.'1:1 
manager at IBM'• Eltubeth, 
N.J ., ofilce. He ls being trans­
ferred lo the IBM', Middle 
East Regional headquarters 
olflce In Belrut, Lebanon. 

lnatallatlon of Sun City'• 
Ont fire hydrant ll a certain­
ty and will be localed at the 
Intersection of I 07th Ave. and . 
Sun Clty Blvd., according to 
H. Kendall Mulcahy, 10644 
Snead Dr., or igi nator of the 
projecL Thl1, he believe, will 
I ead to lnltallatlon of other 
hydrant, throughout the com­
munity. 

"The Idea started wben a 
group of nelgbbon were on a 
patlo at a barbeque when 
strong wind• blew some em­
ben from a charcoal fire." 
M.ilcahy aald. •we then real­
ized the danger of aspreadlng 
fire and not a fire hydrant In 
the entire communly. • 

Thia wu the nucleu.1 ol the .. . 
wo rk Mulcahy ha• been a ble 
to gain the 1upport or the ma­
jority or homeowners within 
a 1,000 foot radlua ofthepro­
pooed hydra re. The goal to be 
reached 1, $675 for the 
hydrant and lnatallation and 
more than $500 has been 
raised d"'plte the fact a num­
ber ol hou,choldeu have re­
fused to Joln. 

Mulcahy ■aid there are 160 
homes within the circle, with 
107th and Sun Clly Blvd., as 
the hub. He said the Water 
Company bu agreed to ln­
atall the fire hydrant at a total 
cost of $675 and there will be 
no further aaaeasments. Each 
householder waa asked to con­
tribute $ I O. 

Mulcahy bu ■ent letteu to 
every homeowner Included In 
the project and baa also can­
vassed the area and In event 
more than the required $675 
Ls collected than a refund will 
be made. 

• 1 have bten making a pre­
liminary lnveaUg•lon and 
find that the Arizona Fire Rat­
Ing Code atat .. that all homes 
Nithln 1,000 feet or a fire hy­
drant can have fire Insurance 
rat .. adjusted to effect an an­
nual saving of from $6to$13 
per home, dependlnguponthe 
atze of the dwelling, • Mulcahy 

He also said that a neces­
sary requirement Is that a 
homeowner have rnembenhlp 
ln the rural fire depar!Jnent 
In order to be eligible for low­
er fire Insurance rates. 

This territory Includes Leb­
anon, Syria, Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia, Iran, Turkey, Greece, 
Unlled Arab Republlc(Egypt) 
and L ibyL 

Persona In the area who 
have not paid $10 and deslre 
to be Included In the project 
should make thelrchecks pay­
able to theSunCltyWater Co., 
a ccording to Mulcahy. 
Cbecka will not be cashed un­
W the entire amount of $6 75 
has been subacribed. 

• P.O. Box 520 Sun Clly. The store wUI be known as 
Newt ltema can be brought to Kay'• Liquor Store and wW 
the new olrlce and 1bould be have a drive-In service wln­
ln before noon on Monday,. ) dow. 

There wUI be several poses 
taken from which you may 
choose the pose that yo u pre­
fer for uae In the paper. There 
Is no cost or obllgatlon on 
your part for this service. 
Additional prints will be avail­
able if you so deslrc. 

We hope ynu wUI Join us In 
what we lo<-~ fo rward lo as 
belng a real •run project.• 

David and hla family wUI 
sail from New York July 16, 
on the Rotterdam and wW 
vial! briefly In Amsterdam, 
Frankfort, Germany, Flor­
ence and Rome, Italy. 

They wllJ fly from Rome lo 
Belrut where they plan to 
make their home for the next 
two to four year,. 

"My chief Interest In this 
matter la lo lower the fire ln­
su rance on my nome and 
those ol my neighbors and at 
the same time lncreaseourtlre 
protecUon," Mulcahy said. 



UNLE~ YOU STOP THE PEOPLE 
WHO PLAN TO DO IT~ NOWI 

Tuesday morning at 9:30 a.m. 
the fire board is very quietly plan­
ning to vote your taxes up. 

The Sun City Fire Board wants 
to operate their own municipal fire 
department. 

Why in the world would they 
want to do that? Could there be 
something wrong with the quality 
of the service performed by your 
own Rural/Metro Fire Department? 
No. In fact, they're planning to 
hire Rural/Metro people. And in a 
recent survey, 96% of you rated 
your Rural/Metro Fire Department 
good to excellent. Not one of you 
said it was poor. 

Could it be because of what the 
current service costs in Sun City? 
No. Right now, Sun City enjoys 

,. the lowest per capita cost for fire 
protection for a city of its size in 

" the State of Arizona. 
Could it be a step towards 

incorporation and more govern­
ment control? Maybe. 

Why do you think? It must be 
good for someone. And this time 
the someone is not you. 

GET TO THE MEETING. 
fflP THE VOTE. 

Tuesday Slptember 20th at 
8:30 a. m. At the Rre Station 
on 88th Avenue North of 
Bell. ne cost ol liPe PPotec­
uon could d1uble in juSI one 
short year. 

Your Fire Board Members are: 
James Pryor, Chairman .. 933-8108 
Everett Johnson .......... 972-3382 
Brayton Willis, Clerk ..... 974-4977 

_ Cy Rengal, -
Vice Chairman . .. ....... 972-1038 

George Lange .... ......... 977-6844 
Paid for by your Rural/Metro Fire Department. 


