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After months of delays, the Sun City Home Owners Association began its building expansion last week. Shortly after the first work began, the board 
gathered for an official ground-breaking. SCH0A shovelers included, from left, Sharon Major, Don Thompson, Ritchie Miller, Steven Puck, Pamela 

I Schwartz, Lloyd Maple and David Rohde. By the time shovels were put to earth Feb. 24, trenches were already being prepared for footings. SCH0A I officials expect the new meeting room being available June 1 at the latest. 

I Ambulance senice on the way 
Sun City Fire officials 
shopping for vehicle 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

Pere is now one final hurdle for Sun City to 
get its own ambulance service. 

Sun City F'!re and Medical Department 
01ief Mike Thompson said fire district officials 
received a signed agreement with American 
Medical Response Feb. 24. That agreement was 

the final obstacle before the Sun City certificate 
of necessity request went to the Arizona Depart
ment of Health Services for final approval DHS 
Director Dr. Cara Christ has 30 days from receipt 
of the agreement to review and pac;s judgment 
on Sun City's request, according to Mr. Thomp
son. 

"If things go the way they have been going 
with fire departments and districts (that also re
quested and received CONs), she might make 
a decision within two to three weeks," he ex
plained. 

But it could be six to seven months before 

Sun City will see its first ambulance on the 
streets of the community. 

"We are still setting up the billing S}-Stem and 
getting other things in place," Mr. Thompson 
said. 

The Sun City F'!re District Board of Directors 
was prepared to talk about an agreement with 
AMR in its Feb. 9 special meeting. But the item 
was skipped over because of a concern from 
the agencies' attorneys. The item did not return 
to the board's Feb. 16 regular meeting agenda 

See CON - Page 7 
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. "The agreement went to AMR but our med
ical director pointed out an error in the West 
¼lley Protocol section of the agreemen~" ex
plained Mike Thompson, Sun City fire chief, 
during the Sun City Home Owners Association 
board Feb. 23. "Since AMR's people are not 
familiar with the ¼lley protocols, they want to 
look it over some more." 

AMR is a Vcilleywide medical transport com
pany that received a CON last year. The compa
ny later merged with Rural Meb'o, the ambu
lance provider for Sun City. Rural Metro had filed 
bankruptcy in 2014. 

Sun City fire department officials and district 
board members are also preparing a possible 
request for voters to fund a bond to construct 
a new fire station and replace or refurbish ag
ing equipment The bond would not exceed 
$10 million and would be paid off in 20 years, 
according to Ron Deadman, Sun City assistant 
fire chief. 

"It would be about $21 per household per 
year to pay it off," he said. 

Sun City district officials have been trying to 
get a head start on the ambulance service by 
researching ambulances. Mr. Thompson said 
he and Mr. Deadman are looking at used vehi
des to start These could be purchased for up 
to $30,000, compared to costs ranging from 
$70,000-$150,000, depending on the level of ser
vice available in specific vehicles, according to 
Mr. Thompson. 

"We are also looking at a lease/purcha'ie op
tion," he added. 

SCF'MD officials set aside about $250,000 in 
its capital improvement fund and some invest
ment funds to purcha'ie the ambulances and 
provide salaries for six paramedics to staff the 
first vehide. 

Sun City will begin with one ambulance, and 
once it is in service AMR will take one vehicle out 
of Sun City service. As Sun City adds ambulanc
es - up to a total of three - AMR will remove 
its vehicles from Sun City service, Mr. Thompson 
explained. 

In the meantime, AMR will continue to pro
vide Sun City ambulance service. Mr. Thompson 
said eventually Sun City will handle all advanced 
life support calls while AMR will take care of ba
sic support and transport runs. 

"This truly is a partnership, and we have a 
good working plan," he added. 

SUN CITY INDE 

Mr. Thompson also said he knows another 
private ambulance company is preparing to file 
for a countywide CON. 

If Dr. Christ gives approval to Sun City's CON 
requ~ it will be preliminary until SCFMD has I 
at least one ambulance in service, then will be-
come a fuU certificate. 

Sun City Fire officials are not seeking the 
CON to increase its revenues. 

"We are doing this for continuity of care for 
the patien~" Mr. Thompson said. 

The 9}ief explained Sun City Fire and Medical 
will base its charges on a break even basis. 

•~ ambulance program through the district 
has to be self-sustaining, we can't use taxpayer 
dollars for its operation because right now we 
are at our tax rate cap," he explained. "Any prof
it above costs, if there are any, must be used to 
lower the tax rate." 

Regarding district officials' plan to request 
bond funds from taxpayers is needed to help 
replace a structure that is inadequate and refur
bish or replace aging equipment Mr. Thomp
son, who lives in the Daisy Mountain Fire District 
area north of Phoenix, said voters in that district 
approved a bond for $16 million. 

"They went for and got the whole amount 
the could," he said. "We will not do that We 
want to stay true to the values here." 

Sun City resident Jim Stark, a member of 
the fire district's bond committee, said he had 
mixed emotions about a bond. 

"Fire officials have done a good job of fig
uring this thing ou~" he said. "But even with 
a bond, we are back to the same old issue of 
some large entities in Sun City that use the fire 
and medical services but are tax exempt" 

Mr. Thompson said the biggest of those enti
ties are Recreation Centers of Sun City, BosweU 
Medical Center and Banner Health. Some retire
ment and assisted living communities are also 
tax exemp~ but not as many as fire officials first 
believed, aa::ording to Mr. Thompson. 

"The fire district loses a lot of revenue from 
those tax exempt entities that could really help 
with the financial issues the district faces," Mr. 
Stark said. 

Sun City's fire district is not alone in facing I 
financial woes. Mr. Thompson said Daisy Moun- ~ 
tain Fire District sought a bond from its voters 
because of the same issues Sun City is facing. 

"I hear different groups talking about anoth
er recession coming," he said. "We could not 
survive that. If we lose another 20 percent of our 
value, we will go awo:,r." 

1b comment on this story, vlsil suncityindepend. 
com. 
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way to avoid an experience issue, according 
to Mr. Thompson. 

"We will have one person per truck per 
shift as a brand new firefighter," he ex
plained. "That way we'll have experience 
on all the shifts." 

The existing crews are preparing for the 
new dynamic. 

"Our crews are ready for it, and they have 
their training hats on," Mr. Thompson said. 

The department will also have three cap
tains and at least one engineer retiring by 
the end of the fiscal year in June, and more 
will retire during the 2016-17 fiscal year. 

"We will be making some promotions 
shortly," Mr. Thompson said. 

Fire district of~cials are also working 
to rebuild the department financially. Mr. 
Thompson said officials are retooling the 
district's budget process. 

"We are going to do it in such a way 
that we w ill have a better idea what we are 
spending, what it is costing us and how we 
can do it better," Mr. Thompson said. 

District officials experienced some issues 
with the current budget, including two large 
maintenance bills that just came in from 
one year ago. 

"Under a new system, if we don't gel an 
invoice within a month, we will be calling 
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the vendor," Mr. Thompson explained. 
The district's 2015-16 budget is at 42 

percent expenditure al this point, which is 

slightly higher than at trie same lime last 

year, according to Mr. Thompson. Part of 

the reason is maintenance issues have eat-

. en up 104 percent of that line item already, 
forcing district officials last month to amend 
the budget to provide funds for the rest of 
the year. 

Mr. Thompson also said district officials 
are negotiating wilh Daisy Mountain Fire 
District on shared services to help each de-

partment save money. Part of these shared 

services could include maintenance. 

To address some capital and equipment 

needs that cannot be met with the existing 

revenue stream, fire district officials contin
ue researching putting a bond before the 
voters next year. The next bond team meet
ing is 2 p.m. Monday, Jan. 4. 

District officials would use bond monies, 

if approved by the voters, to build a new fire 

station in Youngtown to replace an existing 

inadequate structure, and replace two fire 

trucks that are well past their designed life. 
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_.., Fire districts in crisis 
Leaders call for legislative· 
action to return control 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun City Fire Department officials began 
meeting with Arizona legislators to dis
cuss funding options for fire districts. 

· caps, fire department management is back- ing keeps going down but standards of care 
ing a push by the Arizona Fire Districts As- keep going up." 
sociation to restructure fire district funding The Sun City Fire District board has cut 
in the state. At the heart of the effort is a its budget for six straight years to match the 
desire to give local control to the individual reduction in funds, which come almost en-
tire district boards of directors. tirely from property taxes. State legislators 

"You have been elected to direct this have not only put a cap on the tax rate but 
district, but your hands are tied," Mike limited district revenue growth annually. 
Thompson, Sun City fire chief, told the 'Sun Tax rates for fire districts are capped at 1 
City board during its Nov. IO workshop (o 
meeting. "These artificial caps mean fund- See Fire - Page 6 
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Fl•re Fire officials also believe releasing 'Q 

Strapped for cash because of tax-rate 

Continued From Page 1 

$3.25 for each $100 of assessed value. There 
are 156 fire districts in Arizona, with 41, or 
26 percent, at the rate cap. Maricopa Coun
ty is home to 20 fire districts and eight of 
them, or 40 percent, are at the cap. 

Districts at the cap are mostly more rural, 
with Sun City being the exception. 

"Sun City was hard hit by the housing 
bust," Mr. Thompson said. "Even though 
we're at the rate cap, as property values 
went down, so did our revenue." 

An Elliot D. Pollack & Co. report com
missioned by the Arizona Fire Districts Asso
ciation, an advocacy group for fire districts, 
to assess property tax limitations on fire dis
tricts states property values are expected to 
continue to lag behind what is considered 
normal for two or three more years. That 
does not bode well for the Sun City Fire De
partment. 

"We have cut as much as we can and 
still provide quality service," Mr. Thompson 
said. 

In fact, the Sun City department has two 
fir~vehicles past their replacement date and 
officials had to amend the 2015-16 budget 
to account for increased maintenance costs 
for the aging vehicles. To address those 
needs, and a need for a more efficient up- to 
code fire station in the southwest sector of 
the community, fire officials are considering 
asking voters to approve a bond. 

the tax rate cap would allow them to ad- What ~ 
just for increasing costs. While revenue is Do you have an opinion '7 I 
capped, the demand for service continues ~0 YOU on this Issue? Share + 
to increase along with the cost. Sun City your comments. s-
fire units are dispatched to more than 1,000 think? -:> 
calls per month, the vast majority for medi- (D 
cal issues rather than fire. .:s 

Increasing the tax rate would not neces- •Email: rbradshaw@Jnewszap.com -+ 
sarily mean a higher tax bill for residents, 
according to the Pollack report. 

"An increase in property tax rates does 
not necessarily cause a homeowner's tax 
bill to increase because the rate is applied 
to the assessed value of the property," the 
report stated. 

The statement is supported by charts 
tracking tax rate increases versus taxes paid 
by homeowners in various state districts. 
For example, the Bullhead City Fire District 
raised its tax rate from $1. 75 to $2.96 be
tween 2009 and 2014, but the estimated an
nual tax bill actually decreased from $254 in 
2009 to $241 in 2014. That included a peak 
low of estimated taxes paid of $224 in 2012. 
The increase since 2012 came as property 
values slowly increased. 

Arizona Fire Districts Association officials 
are making a push to state legislators to re
form fire district funding. The association, 
founded in 1982, released a television com
mercial explaining the need for change. 
Accessible on the Save Our Fire Districts 
website, www. http://saveourfiredistrictsaz. 
com/the-facts/, the video calls for legislative 
action to restore local control to fire districts 
and residents. 

ing services, at no charge to the district, as it 
researches the options for a bond. 

While the district had the capacity to 
bond up to $16.3 million, Mr. Thompson 
said ihe agency would, if a bond is the di-
rection the board takes, bond only enough 
to build a fire station and buy two trucks. 

Gabe Baldra, Sun City Fire District fi
nance director, said the agency does not 
have the cash capacity to take care of all of 
its needs. 

"This is why a bond needs to be consid
ered," he said. 

If the board decides to pursue a bond, 
it would be on the November 2016 ballot. 

"By removing the cap on fire district tax 
rates, the Legislature would give districts the 
ability to craft appropriate budgets for their 
size and service needs," the commercial 
statE:5. "By keeping in place other controls, 
any increase for property owners would be 
held to pennies a day." 

Arizona's 156 fire districts serve more 
than 1.5 million residents, according to 
AFOA officials. They employ more than 
4,000 firefighters and paramedics who 
cover more than 27,000 square miles. Fire 
district first responders handled more than 
46,000 fire 911 calls and I 07,000 emergency 
medical calls in 2013. 

Sun City Fire's bond plans moved for
ward in July when a committee was formed 
to research the option. Brian Lundberg, of 
Stifel Nicolas Co., said in a July 21 meeting 
the district could, based on assessed valua
tions in the community, bond up to $16.9 
million. It could be higher if secondary tax 
rates are used in calculations. 

"That would amount to 31 cents per 
$100 of assessed value," Mr. Lundberg said. 

The fire district board later entered into 
an agreement with Stifel to provide consult-
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Firefighters tout benefits 
of thermal-imaging cameras 
Use during recent fires saved thousands of dollars in property 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

It's a small , hand-held 
device that appears to ··see·· 
in the dark, using thermal 
infrared imaging to detect 
heat in objects and locate 
them in the 
darkness 
and smoke. 

Prepayment 

dr~ps cost 
Sun City of new 

firefighters 
are praising engine. See 
this small Page A3. 
piece of 
tech no logy 
that they say has recently 
saved property owners liter
ally thousands of dollars in 
damage costs for cleanup. 

Battalion Chief Ron Gilbert 
brought its use to the atten
tion of the Sun City Fire Dis
trict board at its meeting, and 
described how the thermal 
imaging cameras aided fire
fighters on two weekend fires 
in November. 

The device resembles a 
mini-television, attached to a 
piece of hard plastic that can 
be gripped by the firefighter. 
It uses thermal imaging to 
detect heat energy emitted by 
people , animals and objects, 
and translates the infrared 
images into visual represen
tations on a small screen. 

··in a dark environment, it 

MOLllE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-Sur, 

Sun City Fire Chief Ron Gilbert looks through a thermal-imaging camera used to detect objects 
through smoke and darkness. 

allows you to pick up objects, 
people and things," Gilbert 
said. 

thermal-imaging camera with 
providing help to his com
pany during a condominium 

Sun City 
S n·y d e r 

Fire Capt. Jeff fire at 1 a.m. Sunday off 98th 
credits a Avenue, j ust south of 

Thunderbird Road in Sun 
City. 

While fi re burned through 
a condo unit. the adjoining 
unit was untouched by fire . 



and firefighters used the 
device to "see" through the 
walls without having to make 
a large hole in the walls and 
damage the unit. 

'"There's no doubt in my 
mind that s ince we had this 
equipment in the adjoining 
unit, we were able to prevent 
damage lo the unit," said 
Snyder. who is captain of the 
A-shift of Engine 131. 

Snyder's company was 
assigned to the u nit next 
door to the fire. Firefighters 
entered the condo and awak
ened the sleeping occupants, 
then cut a small hole in the 
wall to check for smoke or 
fire inside the walls. he said. 

As firefighters used the 
imaging camera to view the 
fire. they had no need to cut 
a larger hole in the wall, he 
said. 

Battalion Chief Ron Gilbert 

said a thermal-imaging cam
era a lso aided firefighters at a 
warehouse fire at Brunk's 
Auction Ron Inc. on Nov. 8. 
The camera helped firefight
ers see where objects were 
lying in the midst of the 
smoke, and thus the depart
ment was able to save a good 
portion of the structure. he 
said. 

'"All the s tuff that was 

stored in the warehouse -
our crews were able to see to 
get through the building," 
Gilbert said. "They were able 
to see through the s moke 
where the aisle-ways were, 
and to determine that there 
was no fi re. It was all smoke." 
he said, adding the crews 
were alerted to that as they 
viewed the thermal layers 
shown on the camera. 

The thermal-imaging cam-
er as cost about 

MOWE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City Fire Chief Ron Gil
bert focuses a thermal
imaging camera on a truck at 
Fire Station 132 at 99th and 
Alabama avenues. 

S 15,000-$20,000 each, Gil
bert sa id. Some East Valley 
communities· fire depart
ments have s uccessfully 
secured grants for the 
devices. 

"We've applied for it, bul 
haven 't been successful," Gil
bert said. 

Sun City fire District owns 
three. One model, purchased 
in 2001, is on Engine 133, 
and two newer models are on 

Engines 132 and 131. 
respectively. 

Gilbert said the Sun Cit\ 
fire District needs four more 
of the devices to fully outlit 
its fleet. 

Firefighters have asked the 
board to consider buying one 
per year. 

"from the firefighting side. 
this is a priority ror us, .. C ii 
bert said. 

Erin Reep can be reached 
at 876-2532 or at 
ereep@azcrib.com 
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Sun City Fire primed for new pumper 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City Fire District board 
is moving ahead with plans to 
replace an aging fire engine. 

In its regular monthly meeting 
Tuesday at Fire Station 131, the 
board unanimously adopted a 
motion to ask Pierce Manufacturing 
Inc. for a bid on the purchase of a 
new pumper. Three board members, 
the fire chief and a fire captain will 
travel to Pierce headquarters in 
Appleton, Wis., next week to exam
ine new and older models of fire 
engines to determine what would 
pest suit the fire district's r1eeds. 

Some fire-engine models are so 
new, information about them is not 
yet available in brochures or on vid
eocassette, said Fire Chief Jim 
Sebert. 

Sebert and board members Jim 
Schmidt, Gerry Gonyer and Ed 
George will travel to Appleton. Sun 
City Fire Capt. Ron Gilbert will 
already be in Wisconsin to play in a 
golf tournament and will meet the 
other fi re officials at the manufac
turer's headquarters, Sebert said. 

"We really want to go up there 
with tape measures and go through 
the trucks," Sebert said. 

The trip allows fire officials a 
chance to evaluate the trucks and 
determine if there is sufficient space 
to install apparatus including radio 
equipment in the cab of the truck. 
This is a more efficient method of 
doing so, as opposed to making 
multiple purchase-order changes 

once a truck has been ordered, he 
said. 

The district maintains four 
pumpers in its fleet. It tries to keep 
engines for a maximum of 15 years, 
with 10 years in primary service . 
and four to five years as a backup. 
New engine purchases are spaced 
out every few years, Sebert said. 

"It's time to cycle our oldest truck 
out of the fleet" while the engine· 
still has a reasonable resale value, 
he said. 

Pierce is one of three manufac
turers that has local repair facili
ties, Sebert said. 

"Pierce has been our product line 
- with one exception -' for the past 
15 years or so," he said. 

Board members will take the pro
posal with them to submit at the 
time of their visit to the company. 
Most apparatus manufacturers are 
currently offering their yearend dis
count of about 5 percent before 
implementing next year's prices, 
Sebert said. Pierce's prices will go· 
up Nov. l; however, the company 
will extend the current rates to the 
Sun City Fire District until Nov. 14, 
he said. 

The approximate cost of a ' new 
engine - to duplicate the last truck 
the district bought - is $410,000, 
Sebert said. 

In other Sun City Fire District 
board news: 

• The board unan imous ly 
approved a motion lo create a wild
land firefighting team proposal for 
the district. By approving lhe 
motion, the district will enter an 

intergovernmental agreement with good," reported Treasurer Tom 
the state land department, allowing Stroozas. The district brought in 

· crews and engines from the depart- 1$1.235 million in revenue for the 
ment_ to be called out on fires on month of September, with $503.622 
public lands - such as some north ' it;1 expenditures. The district's 
of Sun City near Lake Pleasant. excess revenue for the month is 

"We can receive reimbursement $732,023, Stroozas reported. 
for fighting those fires," Sebert said. The district has a deficit for the 

The federal government reim- ·year to date to the tune of $12,129, 
purses fire districts for helping fight he said. This is common · for the 
such fires. This could _ create an three-month summer period, he 
extra revenue stream for· Sun City said. 
Fire. . · In the October through December 

"It's qu ite lucrative, really," fiscal quarter, tax revenue will pour 
Sebert said, adding that it's a bonus in and the budget will balance. 
for departments like Sun City that Stroozas said. 
suffer during slower summer • Sebert announced the district's 
months. credit-line increase has been 

The governmen t reimburses approved by the National Bank of 
departments up t9 $115 per ~our ~ona, and final documen~s ~e 
for a fi re engine that goes out on bemg completed. The cred1t-hne 
such a call, Sebert said. Additional- increase has been requested with 
ly, fire departments are reimbursed the idea to fund apparatus and sta
for their manpower costs and tion projects over the next five 
resource costs in sending crews, years. 
Sebert said. The board had applied for a 

By entering the agreement, the $2.~ million line of credit for future 
department is not required -to send expenditures, Sebert said previous
crews if it is called; it is the depart- ly. He stressed that the district is 
menl's choice, he said. not purchasing anything with the 

• The board unanimously money al this lime, but is just in
adopted a motion to move forward creasing its line of credit. 
with plans to renovate Station 131. • The Sun City F'ire Department 
The plans are currently in the responded to· 657 calls in September 
investigation/evaluation phase, - four fires, 507 rescue-and
board members said. The total cost emergency medical-service calls, one 
of remodeling the station would be hazardous-condilions call with no 
$20.400, which would come from fire, 95 service calls. 25 good-intent 
the capital-projects fund. The archi- calls, 24 false alam1s or false calls 
tectural firm being considered is and one special incident. 
Pearlman Architects of Scottsdale. Erin Reep can be reached at 876-

• The fire district budget "looks 2532 or ereep@aztrib.com. 
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SCW Fire District 
boundaries swell 
Growth spurs 
budg~t concerns 
KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY .NEWS-SUN 

A month after adding 119 
acres to Its boundaries, the 
Sun City West Fire District 
on Thursday nabbed another 
1 79 acres and Is eyeing more, 

Board directors annexed 
the Goldwater Ranch develop
ment planned ,at the south
east comer of ·Jomax Road 
and the 123rd Avenue/ El 
Mirage Road alignment by a 
4-0 vote, w1th Sol Robinson 
absent, in their continuing 
effort to expand the district's 
tax base. 

Developers of another fuur 
projects also have 
approached the district 
requesting annexation, which 
could bring another 358 
acres and 1,289 homes. 

Although happy to expand · 
the district's tax base, direc
tors were concerned about 
how the annexations might 
affect service requirements 
and the district's budget. 

"As I said before, I have 
some real concerns over con
tinually annexing these devel
opments," said Director Blll 
Hamel. 

Hamel said he didn't want 
Sun City West to build 'fire 
stations in the new d!!velop
ments if that would cost more 
than the impact fees brought 
in by the new homes. 

Fire Marshal Jim Heger 
said each new home contrib
utes a $350 Impact fee to the 
district to pay its way until .it 

Developments contiguous to 
Sun City West Fire Dist~ct 

Already annexed: 
■ Cold~ater Ranch: 179 acres, 
600 homes .. 
■ Corte Bella: 700 acres, 1,850 
homes. 
■ Dos Rios: 119 acres, 44 7 
homes. 

Considered for annexation: 

■ Sundero: 19 acres, 69 homes. 
■ Rancho Sllverado: 60 acres, 
240 homes. 
■ Rio Sierra: 80 acres, 280 
homes. 
■ Cross River: 199 acres, 700 
homes. 
Total: 1,356 acres, 4,186 homes 

hits the tax rolls. 
Director Diane Holloway 

Cheney said she was also 
concerned · about the · new 
developments paying their 
own way, but said the district 
would not build any new sta
tions unless they were 
reimbursed. 

"Before we build anything 
anywhere, there has to be the · 
funds," added Chairman 
Charles Frankel, saying new 
stations would probably be 
five years down the road if 
they're built at all. 

"By then, many of us 
might be off the board," he 
said. Annexing the land now 
would give future directors a 
larger tax base before sur
rounding communities get a 
chance to· annex them. 

Chief Rob Biscoe said he 
spoke recently w1th the Peo
ria Fire Department and was 

told It has a temporary sta
tion across from Coldwater 
and is planning a permanent 
one within three-quarters of a 
mile of the development. 

"If that station Is there and 
knowing the system we have 
today, I don't think we'll ever 
have to build a s tation there," 
he said. 

Most Valley fire depart
ments participate in an 
automatic-aid system where 
the closest unit Is dispatched. 
regardless of boundaries. 
There are some areas in Sun 
City West, Biscoe said; where 
Peoria Is always the first 
responder because of its 
proXimity. Holloway Cheney 
said her home falls Into that 
category. 
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ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

When Jennifer Brooks 
became a firefighter six years 
ago, she became part of the 
family at Sun City Fire Sta
tion 132. 

· Brooks was one of just two 
women on the department at 
that time, among three crews 
of four firefighters each. and 
had to learn to live in tight 
quarters on the job. 

Working three 24-hour · 
shifts per week meant shar
ing a bunk with three male 
firefighters, and learning how 
to negotiate bathroom time. 

Now pointing down a long 
hallway that once housed 
eight beds and a bathroom. 
Brooks is grateful; grateful 
for a remodeling project that 
created eight separate bunks 
and two new shower /locker 
rooms. 

"It's definitely more conve
nient.· said lhe 30-year-old 
Brooks. who is also the 
mother of two small children. 
·we pretty much have our 
own bathroom. The privacy is 
a nice convenience," she said. 

Completed in mid-May of 
this year , the remodeling 
project added 6,008 square 
feet to the fire station -
bringing it from 4,367 square 
feet to 10,375 square feet. It 
added living space for the 
firefighters. in addition to 
storage space and a third 
apparatus bay to house extra 
fire trucks. 

The idea for remodeling 
Fire Station 132 was born 
two and a half years ago. as 
various issues arose that the 
Fire Board had to make deci
sions on. said Fire Chief Jim 
Sebert. · 
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Sun City Fire Station 132 clears space 
Due to a poorly designed 

roof. water began leaking in 
when it rained. Additionally, 
the staff encountered plumb
ing problems in the walls. 
Sebert said. There were prob
lems with mold throughout 
the building. said Capt. Mike 
Gobster. who worked for the 
department in the 1970s, 
leaving for a time and return
ing for the past 13 years. 

Fixing the problems would 
cost $50,000 or more, Sebert 
said. As the Sun City Fire 
Board considered sinking 
money into remodeling, board 
directors began looking at 
long range plans, privacy 
issues and growth needs, and 
decided to remodel beginning 
last year. There were other 
issues that made the remodel 
the right decision at this 

time, he said. 
One big problem at the 

station was privacy. There 
were lhree- full-lime female 
firefighters on sta!T who had 
to adapt to fire s tations 
designed and built primarily 
for men. Sebert said. Stalion 
132 was built in 1975. 

"One of the big issues is 
that . .. up, until U,e latter 
part of the 80s, fire stations 
were built fo r the male
dominated fire se rvice," 
Sebert said. . 

Station 132 was originally 
designed with living space for 
four firefighters. Sebert said. 
The men and women slept in 
an open area with eight beds, 
the communal "bunkhouse." 
Brooks explained. There was 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS SUN 

Lew Singer was the first Sun City fire chief. Tile remodeled 
station is dedicated to him and other members of the Sun City 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

a combined family room with 
a television. study area and 
kitchen all in one - offering 
little privacy. 
. Now. Brooks shows o!T Udy 

medical and cleaning sup
plies storage closets. with 
supplies marked in neaUy
labeled plastic bins. Down a 
long hallway are eight private 
bunkers with a bed, desk and 
locker in each room. The 
rooms provide quit t places to 
s tudy or sleep .. and have 
adjus table volumes so fire
fighters can tune the loud
ness of the fire a larm Lo their 
lightness or - heaviness of 
sleep. as the case may be. 
Lighls go on automatically 
when there is a fire alarm. 

As firefighters serve 011 

four- or -five person crews. 
some firefighters sleep while 
oiliers need to be roused lo 
go out on calls. Brooks said. 
In a communal setting. it was 
more difficult for those not 
going on a call to continue to 
get rest as the loud alarm 
sounded and 
U,e lights went 
on. 

Brooks said 
the privacy is 
appreciated. as 
it wasn't unlil 
she came along 
t h a t the 
department 
added a cur
tain to sepa
ra te its male 
and fema le 
firefighters as 

Uiey slept. Women firefighters 
had to lock the bathroom/ 
shower door and make sure 
male staff were aware U,at 
Uiey were showering to keep 
the male staff out for 20 or 
30 minutes, Brooks recalled. 

Brooks is no stranger to 
"adapting" to being one of few 
women in a male-dominated 
field, she said. When asked if 
she is questioned about her 
abilities while out on calls, 
she said. "all the time." 

"I've been asked if I was a 
secretary, because I was 
doing the documentation (on 
a call)." she said with a smile. 
Brooks has also been asked if 
she was a nurse, or if she 
shouldn't pass off helping 
someone up from a fall injury 
to a male colleague. 

In the latter instance, 
Brooks was determined to 
pick the person up to show 
she was as capable as her 
male counterparts. she said. 

The other two women on 
staff ·get it too," she said. 

The remodeling added a 
study, a separa te room to 
watch 1V. and a large kitch
en. Seb~rt pointed out U,at 
previous fire stations were 
built u s ing residentia l 

llxtures in kitchens and bath
rooms, which wore out more 
quickly due to the heavy 
usage in fire stations. With 
the remodel, industrial fix
tures were installed in Sta
tion 132. 

The station was the second 
in Sun City, following Station 
131 at 99th Avenue and Bell 
Road built in 1973. A third 
existing station on 111 th 
Avenue, previously owned by 
a private flre protection com
pany. was acquired by Sun 
City Fire in 1991. 

In 1975. the Fire Depart
ment envisioned it would 
handle 300 fire calls per year. 
with one or two calls per 
week, Sebert said. That was 
to be handled through two 
frre stations and with two fire 
trucks - one at each station. 

Currently Sun City Fire 
h a ndl es a pproximately 
l 1,000 calls per year. In 
2002 alone. of 10,726 calls. 
Station 132 handled 2,695 of 
them. 

"Nobody ever envisioned 
the call volume. and some of 
U,e services U,e fire depart
ment got into." Sebert said. 

In addition to responding 
lo fire calls, firefighters han
dle s nake removal. offer para
medic service and perform 
co mmunit y o utreach 

services. 
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Fire board authorizes vehicle purchase 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City Fire Board 
unanimously approved the 
purchase of two vehicles as 
replacements for its 1990 
Chevrolet Cavaliers in a spe
cial meeting Tuesday after
noon. 

The meeting at Station 
131 was called at an earlier 
date than previously sched
uled because three board 
members were going on vaca
tion. 

Board member Ed George 
led discussion on and made 
the motlon to approve auc
tioning off the fire district's 
two 1990 vehicles, replacing 
them with a minivan and 
another car. 

The two vehicles to be pur
chased are a 2003 Chevrolet 
Express Ca rgo Van for 
$18,549 and 2003 Chevrolet 

Malibu at $16,832. The funds 
will come from the Capital 
Projects Vehicular Replace
ment .Fund. 

· "We program our staff 
vehicles to be on the fleet for 
12 years," sald Fire Chief Jim 
Sebert. "What really has hap
pened is, those vehicles were 
13 years old." Upkeel)- on the 
two cars has become costly, 
and the board decided it was 
time for new vehicles, Sebert 
sald. 

The Malibu will be used for 
fire prevention specialist 
Stacy Bodenstedt. with the 
van used for fire operations 
- that is, taking staff to 
training events, and trans
porting equipment and gear. 

The Cavaliers will be sold 
at a later date. 

In other board news: 
• The board unanimously 

approved a motion to 

authorize an increase in the 
district's line of credit with 
the National Bank of Arizona. · 
The board decided to apply 
for a $2.5 million line of 
credit to be available for 
future expenditures, such as 
fire engines and building 
projects, Sebert said . 

• Board member James 
Schmidt and Sebert reported 
on minor problems encoun
tered following the remodel
ing of Station 132. Some may 
be covered by warranty, 
Sebert said, including cracks 
in exterior concrete pads, 

. grout lines in interior floor 
tile and problems with a 
s hower. Other problems 
include a possible water leak 
around a hot water heater, 
lack of a floor drain slope in 
four bathrooms, the need for 
spacer b locks between 
kitchen and dayroom 

cabinets, roof leaks and per
formance of a generator. 

The board unanimously 
agreed to pay the remaining 
$80,000 owed on the project. 
with the condition- that the 
contractors, Reliance Build, 
Inc., resolve the problems at 
the station. Sebert said the 
problems were normal prob
lems typically encountered 
fo llowing a renovation 
project, with the exception of 
the generator problem. Engi
neers are reviewing that 
problem, he said. 

"With a remodeling project, 
there are always little things 
that need to be resolved," he 
said. "Our concern is that we 
have the building handed 
over to us in the condition in 
which we ordered it," Sebert 
said. 

• Sebert submitted a 
report of the District's Capital 

Funds for review. As of July 
30, the capital projects had a 
net worth of $575,923, with 
$224,580 in a, Money Market 
savings fund account and 
$351,343 in a securities 
account with Prudential 
Financial. Additi'onally, the 
district had budgeted 
$650,000 in capital funds. 
creating a total of approxi
mately $1.225 million avail-
able capital funds. . 

The securities account is a 
treasury account, containing 
funds in U.S. Treasury notes. 
Sebert explained. The board 
thus views those funds as "off 
limits." saving the funds until 
they reach maturity, rather 
than cashing them in and 
paying more in interest in the 
long run. 

Sebert also gave a list of 
known capital project finan
cial obligations, including 

$191 ,629 due to GE Capital 
Public Finance for ladder 
truck 131. a $205,000 
annual payment to the 
National Bank of Arizona for 
the Pho.enix Regional Wireless 
Network for communications 
infrastructure, and $80,000 
due to Reliance Build Inc. for 
remodeling / renovat'ion of 
Station 132. 

Subtracting those obliga
tions and the purchase of Ehe 
two new vehicles, and factor
ing in money in the securities 
account, there will be 
$362,558 in available reve
nue for the 2003-2004 fiscal 
year, Sebert said. · 

• A report on s tatus of the 
board's finances from the 
county treasurer had not yet 
arrived, and will be given 
next month. said board 'trea
surer Tom Stroozas . 

Erin Reep can be reached 
at 876 -2532 or at 
ereep@aztrib.com 
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Ready for restoration 
Carwash to raise money 
to fix up old SC firetruck 

lly llrcnt Whiting 
The Arizona Republic 

The old firetruck is white 
now instead of the red it was 
decades ago when it roared 
down tne streets of Sun City. 

The vehicle is back after a 
long absence, bringing mem
ories for veteran firefighters 
in the retirement commu
nity. 

Nearly a dozen of them 
used to work from the 1973 
pumper before it was sold to 
Bullhead City in 1982 and 

eventually found its way to 
Mexico. 

"It's a reminder of where 
we have come from," said 
Fire Chief J im Sebert, who 
joined the Sun City Depart
ment in 1975. 

Battalion Chief Ron Gil
bert, a 29-year veteran, said 
the once state-of-the-art 
truck shows the department 
has supplied its fi refighters 
with good equipment over 
the years. 

ee TRUCK Page 4 

l·rom l'age I 

"It will be nice to get it run
ning again," Gilbert said. 

The American La France 
diesel now sits on a lot at the 
department's main station 
17017 N. 99th Ave., awaiting 
volunteer donations and labor 
to get it back in running shape. 

The goal is to restore the 
truck and use it for parades 
p~blic displays and other spe~ 
c1al events in Sun City. 

The Sun City Firefighters 
Women's Auxiliary, a support 
group, has sponsored a car
wash Saturday to raise money 
for the restoration project. 

The event is set for 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the main station 
just north of Bell Road. 

The pumper is one of two 
identical trucks purchased for 
Sun City in 1973. They were 
used until 1982, when both 
were sold to the Bullhead City 
Fire District. 

Three years ago, Tim Van 
Scorer, a battalion chief for the 
Sun City department, decided 
to track down the old trucks. 
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Brent Wh1t1ng/The Arizona Repuol,c 

Ron Gilbert, a battalion chief for the Sun City Fire De
partment, shows off a 1973 pumper truck that will be re
stored for use in community events, 

Van Scorer found they had 
been sold to Cuerpo Rural de 
Bomberos, a fire department 
near Yuma in San Luis, Sonora. 

In November 2002, Van Sea
ter and Ken Swick, another 
battalion chief, made a trip to 
San Luis. They found one of 
the trucks still in use but 
learned the other was out of 
service. 

Ownership and transfer 
documents were obtained af
ter Francisco Tabanico, the 
San Luis fire chief, offered to 
donate the idle truck to Sun 
City. 

Two months ago, the vehicle 
was brought back to Sun City 
on a flatbed truck. 

Firefighters haven't deter
mined how much work will be 
needed to get the diesel engine 
running again. 

The restoration will be done 
with donated time and funds 
and it's hoped someone will do~ 
nate parts. 

Reach the reporter at brent.whitmg@ 
arizonarepublic.com or (602) 
444-6937. 
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Car wash benefit~ 
Sun City Fire Dept. 

The Sun City firefighters· 
\Vornen·s Auxiliary will hold a 
benefit car wash from IO a.m 
to 4 p.m. June 28 a l Sun City 
F'irc Sta Lion 1. 17017 N. 99th 
Ave. 

fire department members 
and volunteers wash cars for 
a donation . 

All donalions will go to Lhe 
Sun City Fire Department 
Fire Truck Restoration Fund. 
The fund is being used lo 
refurbish Sun City's original 
!'ire truck. a 1973 American 
La France pumper. which was 
recently returned to the com
munity. 

The money will be used for 
mechanical repairs and 
refurbishmem of the truck 
back Lo its original condition, 
to use it for public displays 
and special events. 

Persons donating S l 00 or 
more will become a member 
of the SCFD Engine 1 Crew 
and have U1eir name listed on 
a special plaque to be dis
played on the restored truck. 

Call 97 4-232 1. 

Photo by Mike Russo/Independent Newspapers 
Money raised at a June 28 car wash w ill go toward restoration 
of this fire truck, one of the Sun City Fire Department's two orig
inal trucks, which was recently reacquired from the fi re depart
ment in San Luis, Mexico. From left are Tim Van Scoter, battal
ion chief; Ken Swick , battal ion ch ief; and Manuel Montez, 
engineer. 
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Carwash to raise funds 
to fix up old firetruck 

SUN CITY - A benefit car
wash is scheduled for next Sat
urday to raise funds to refur
bish the community's first fire
t ruck, a 1973 pumper. 

The event is set for 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the Sun City Fire Sta
tion, 17017 N. 99th Ave. 

The money will be used to 
repair and restore the truck to 
its original condition for use in 
public displays and special 
events. 

The truck, an American La 
France, was one of two identi
cal vehicles used in Sun City 
until 1982. 

It has been donated to the 
community by Cuerpo Rural 
de Bomberos, a fire depart
ment in San Luis, Sonora. 

Donations of parts to restore 
the firetruck are also being re
quested. For more informa
tion, call (623) 974-2321. 
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Fire chief to head planning cotntnittee 
By Lindsey Remington 
Independent .\/ewspapcrs 

The Sun City Fire District 
l3oard of Directors unani
mou!:>ly approved the forma
uon ol an ad hoc planning 
commlltee to prepare a long
range fiscal plan for the dis
trict. at ns regular board 
meelln'5 June I 7. 

The board appointed Fire 
Chtcl Jim Sebert lo head the 
commiuee. Board Vice Chair
man Ed George. Board Mem
ber Jim Schmidt and four 
members of the Sun City fire
I 1Q;h tcrs· staff will com prise 
the rest of the committee. 

·Tm pleased we're going to 
go forward with this," said 
board member Thomas 
Stroozas 

The comm11tee will pre
pare a long-range fiscal plan 
tor the fire district and pres
cn t 11s first report to the 
board m January. 

In addition. the board 
unanimously adopted a $7.3 
million budget for 2003-
2004. effective July I . 

The budget increased from 
S6.6 millton last year, and the 
estimated properly tax ra te 
will be 2.41 percent, up from 
2 24 percent last year. 

For example. the lax on a 
home with an assessed valua
uon of SI 00.000 would be 
S2-l l a year. an Increase of 
about SI 7 from this year. 

J lowever, the estimated tax 
rate could change. depending 
on property valuations from 
the Maricopa Cou nty Asses
!:>0r'!:> Office. 

The office doesn't have to 
lrnve the assessments final
ized until August. 

Taxpayers won't see an 
increase on their bills until 
September. and revenues 
from the tax mcrease won't be 
collected until October or 
November. 

Some reasons fo r the 
increase m the budget were 
higher fuel costs. an increase 
in insurance costs of about 
S I 00 ,000. and building 
costs. 

The Sun City West Fire 
District Governing Board 
also unanimously approved 
its 2003-2004 budget at its 
regular board meeting last 
week. held June 19. 

ll adopted a S7.5 million 
budget. up 2 1 percent from 
the S6.2 m11l ion budget last 
year. 

The tax rate would also 
increase to 2 .24 percent from 
2 . I 6 percent this year, which 
equals an 8.5-cent increase 
per S l 00 of secondary 
assessed valuation. 

T herefore, a Sun City West 
owner of a home with a 
S I 00.000 assessed valua tion 
would pay S224 a year. which 
is S8.52 more in fire district 
tax than this year. 

Part of the reason the tax 
rate is signi ficantly smaller 
than the increase in the budg
et is because the district dou
bled what it will charge for 
ambulance services. 

The current fee the district 
charges to transport a patient 
will increase from S372 to 
S850, generating about S 1. 1 
toSl.2 million. 

However, the fee for ambu
lance service involves no out
of-pocket cost for the patient. 

In the case of Medicare 
patients, if the patients don't 
have supplemental coverage, 
the fire district will absorb 
the difference between the bill 
and what Medicare pays. 

For non-Medicare patients. 
health insura nce gene ral ly 
covers all or a portion of the 
cost of an ambulance. Any 
remainder that is not covered 
by insurance wil l be absorbed 
by the district. 

Other added revenues are 
accounted for by an expected 
rise in the district's assessed 
valuation and fees from the 
Corte Bella subdivision. The 
s ubdivis ion , located north
west of S un City West. will be 
paying S un City West to pro-· 
vide fire protection . 

Factors contributing to Lhe 
b udget increase include a 
32.5 percent rate increase in 
the communications contract 
with Phoentx Fire Depart
ment for dispatch services 

and radio t'qu1p111e11 l. , 
S2 18.000 i11cn·,1sL 111 till' cap
Hal 
purch..1se 1mµru, l llll'llL r, -,( I 

ve fund. u11 1Jlt'lt'a '-1' u! 

s 132.0 I G 111 ,-,[.ill' ()l'l\',l l) I. 
conlrtbuuons. \\'lllt It I~ wl I)~ 
the Arizona Pen!:>ioll Bodfd 
and a cost or s I -17 .J~O 10: 
complying ,nth ltd . ,ii!~ 
mandated public ,-,all'l) cun1-
municalion system 

In other bu!:>illLs., tile 
board approved a rnutu,1Ltid 
agreement for lire prott·t t1 ;:1 
wllh Luke Air Foret Ba~l· 

The agreement. "1111 l. i-, 

renewed annuall). requtrl'-, 
SCWFD to provide fire p1 u· 
tectlon lo the base m t·oopt·rd • 
lion wilh 23 other fire d1 p.in
menls around lhl' \',dll', --..11(1 
Fire Marshal Jim i fe!.?_ar 
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Fire district's pro.posed 

budget up ne~~!f
0
!~,;.'0B1u, 

By Mike Russo Cross will decreas~ our 
Independent Newspapers insurance expenses , Rev. 

A budget of $7 .3 million Mi;hell s,tf~~hell said the 

for 2d0~3y-~~e h;~n b~~; ~~~~ boa:;· anticipates a heal~ 
pose t in ance rate increase 
District Board ofDirec orran $4s0u~OO or more for the com-That would represen . 

increase of 9.97 perce~~~o6~ in,~e~ddition to the rising 
the 2002-03 budget o . . ance rates factors con-

. . msur • d t 
million. d t b ting to the higher bu ge 

The actual tentative bu ge ~I u tic! ation that fuel 
cann ot be presented for _con- m~lud~ red:ain high, plans 

~~~r~i~~r:~1st:I~~~~~~! f:1

;~~chase a vJh!c~ ~\~~ 
d finitive health Insurance apparatus, an . 

e cent wage increase. 
information. 1 Shield "The union asked for 3 

"Blue Cross/Bue but we could only go 
ot gtve us a rate before percent, t .. Rev 

cann t the start of to 2 and 3/4 percen , . 60 days prior o d h II aid 
the·new fiscal year, .. explained Mlt\ e sfuei budget was 
the Rev. Irv .. Mltchell,u?~~e inc;e:Sed by $10,000 for next 
chairman. ,:'hat wo ear Rev. Mitchell noted. 

abi~~~ai:tchell explained y The deparo/c;~~t ~~:b~~ 
that thethbotardtau~!nbu~ng~ ~~i:~~~n~onltors at a cost decrease e en 
once it is advertised, not 7 
increase It. See Budget - Page 

She Said no has ever Said to 
her they did not support fund
ing field trips. Continued From Page 1 

"I don't think (the state) 
should diminish field trips. 
They are crucial, " said Ms. 
Flax, a former DUSD gov-ern
ing board member. 

Rep. Gray said the bill's lan
guage states that tax credit 
money may be used for out-of
state competition events, not 
recreational or amusement 
actiVities. 

Taxpayers do not have to 

designate where the tax credit 
funds go. Currently, school 
principals determine where 
non-designated dona-tions 
would be best used. 

Rep. Gray's bill would take 
that control out of principals' 
hands and place it into school 
site councils' hands. 

"Non-designated money that 

comes in will .be given to s ite 
councils, and they will de-ter
mine where It will go and how 
it wUI be spent," Rep. Gray 
said. "This gives more of a 
voice for everyone, be-cause 
there are parents and teachers 
who serve on the site councils." 

Ms. Ruiz will be in charge of 
future tax credit cam-paigns in 
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SC fire board 
boosts rates 
2003-'04: Plan 
calls for 10. 7% 
budget hike 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City Fire Board 
adopted a $7.3 million budget 
for 2003-04 that will increase 
the cost of fire protection to 
offset a "significant" increase 
in employee health insurance 
and rising fuel prices. 

Based on preliminary fig
ures, the owner of a 
$100,000 home will see an 
increase of about $17, from 
$224 to $241 , said Chairman 
Irv Mitchell. This is contin
gent upon final adoption -
following 30 days for . public 
consideration - of the dis
trict's bµdget on June 17 and 
final property value assess
ment figures by Maricopa 
County, said Fire Chief Jim 
Sebert. 

The budget is proposed at 
$7,345,399, up $707,376 or 
10.7 percent over last year's 
$6.6 million budget. The larg
est increases were made in 
operations expenses. with 

year, Sebert said. 

IF YOU GO 
■ WHAT: Sun City Fire Board 
meeting 
■ WHEN: 9:30 a.m. June 17 
■ WHERE: Board room of the Sun 
City Fire District, 17017 N. 99th 
Ave. For information, call 974-2321. 

more money added for com
munications, equipment and 
medical supplies. 

Under communications 
costs, approximately $20,000 
was added to cover the 
increases the Sun City Fire 
Department will pay Phoenix 
as a per-call dispatch fee. 
Phoenix has raised the price 
it charges the department on 
a per-call basis, Mitchell said. 
· Fl,\nding for the depart
ment's capital reserves, 
which provides for long-term 
planning for large expenses 
such as fire trucks and 
equipment needed every few 
years, in c r ease d by 
$165,000. 

Sebert said the costs of 
equipment such as fire 
trucks are continually 
increasing, and boosting the 

See RRE, A5 

capital reserves helps to 
cover those the costs. The 
department last purchased a 
fire engine for $365,000 in 
1998, Sebert said. 

"In 10 years, we're putting 
more than 100,000 miles on 
our trucks," he said. 

The fire trucks respond to 
"upwards of 35 calls a day," 
Sebert said. With the high 
gas prices. "unfortunately, it 
really did hit our pocketbooks 
this year." 

services calls; two hazardous 
conditions; 100 service calls; 
25 good intent calls; and 13 
false alarms or false calls. 

• The board discussed 
improved security measures, 
such as new gates and Jocks 
and renovations at the sta
tions. Work at Station 131 is 
complete, renovations at Sta
tion 132 are half complete 
and a locksmith has begun 
evaluations for work to be 
done at Station 133, Sebert 
said. Within the next 30 
days, a security gate will be 
installed at Station 132, he 
said. 

"The same truck today is 
$420.000," he said. 

Sebert said increases in 
personnel costs added to 
expenses. Rising costs in 
employees' health insurance 
plans added $80,000 to the 
budget. 

"We did face significant 
increases this year." Sebert 
said. 

Additionally, employees' 
cost-of-livi ng increases 
buoyed the budget, as did 
increases in pay grades given 
to employees. 
. Other budget items 

in cluded funding for 
increased fuel costs and 
increased mileage and wear 
and tear on fire trucks. The 
fleet of trucks is responding 
to more and more calls each 

Mitchell said board mem
bers successfully compro
mised on technical points in 
the budget. "Everybody had 
to give a little and take a lit
tle," he said. 

The budget will -be posted 
at Station 131 and in local 
newspapers for the next 30 
days. Members of the public 
may address the board on the 
budget, and the board will 
take a final vote for its 
approval at the next regular 
meeting on June 17. 

In other Sun City fire 
board news: 

• The department 
responded to 721 calls for the 
month - four fires, 577 res
cue and emergency medical 

• Board member Jim 
Schmidt and Sebert proposed 
the replacement of leased 
telephone lines with a new 
microwave wireless data net
work. 

Sun City Fire Department 
currently pays $700-$800 a 
month to lease telephone 
lines, Schmidt said. The new 
wireless network will cost an 
estimated $39,000. 

"We can pay that off in 4½ 

years by going to microwave," 
Schmidt said. 

The funding for the wire
less network will come from 
the capital reserve fund that 
is used for future projects , 
Sebert said. He estimated 
that within four years, the 
system would save the 
department about $9 ,000 
annually on utilities costs. 

Creative Communications, 
a Motorola service shop that 
offers wireless service 
through Motorola, would 
install the system at all Sun 
City Fire stations and at the 
fire chiefs home, Schmidt 
said. 

The wireless n etwork 
would make data transmis
sion within the department 
10 times faster, ensure 
greater privacy and save the 
department money, Sebert 
said in an interview Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Erin Reep can be reached 
at 876-25 32 or at 
ereep@aztrib.com 
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Fire district board 
increases tax rate 
By Chris Seggerman · 
Independent Newspapers 

At their regular meeting, 
the Sun City Fire District 
Board voted to a pprove a 
budget of $7 .3 million for 
2003-04, a increase of more 
than 10 percent over last 
year's $6.6 million, which 
will require an increase in 
the rate at which residents 
are taxed for fire protection. 

The new estimated prop
erty tax rate will be 2.41 per
cent, up from last year's rate 
of 2.24 percent. 

For a home with an 
assessed valuation of 
$100,000, taxes would be 
$241, up about $17, or 7.5 
percent, over last year. 

However, the estimated 
tax rate could cha nge. 
depending on property valu
ations from the Maricopa 
County Assessor's Office. 

"Right now, we're sort of 
shoo~ng from the hip," said 
Fire Chief J ames Sebert. 
"It's a function of the taxing 
process that not only affects 
the fire department , but 
every other taxing entity in 
the state." · 

Chief Sebert said the dis
trict sets the amount of 
money it requires in the 
budget and then submits 
this to the Maricopa County 

Budget 
Continued From Page 1 
per month. The cost of a 
wireless microwave service 
will be $39,000. 

The board voted to accept 
a plan with no payments for 
12 months afte r an initia l 
payment. 

Creative Communications 
is backed by Motorol a, 

Board of Supervisors for 
approval. 

When describing the 
budget, Fire Chief James 
Sebert said the board had 
faced · some significant 
expense increases, includ
ing employee benefits and 
rising costs of building 
maintenance. 

Mr. Sebert said Sun City's 
growing population has led 
to more and more calls 
responding to 9 11 emergen
cies. 

"Despite what some peo
ple think, we don't go up and 
ring doorbells and ask If 
they want to be sick that 
day," Mr. Sebert said. 

The budget will now be 
advertised in newspapers, 
as well as posted at the sta
tion . The board is s lated to 
adopt the budget at a meet
ing June 17. 

"I think we did a good Job, 
every single one of us," com
mented Tom Stroozas, 
board treasurer. 

In other business, the 
board voted to adopt a wire
less telephone service from 
Creative Communications. 

According to Assistant 
Fire Chief James Schmidt, 
the distric t's phone bills 
currently run $700 to $800 

See Budget - Page 7 

which currently supplies 
ma intena nce to the district's 
communication equipment. 

Mr. Schmidt also report
ed the near-completion of 
the renovation of Fire Sta
tion 132. 

"It's something that need
ed to be done a long time 
ago," Mr. Schmidt s aid of 
the completion. "Now on to 
the next station, If we ca n 
find the f!!Oney." 
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Historic engine returns honie 
By Mike Russo 
Independen t Newspapers 

Van -Scoter, ba,ttalion chief, 
who is coordinating efforts to 
restore the vehicle. "It will be a 
nice project for the group." 

that was sold to the Golden 
Shores Fire District, according 
to Bill Wagner, Bullhead City's 
fire chief at the time. Firefighter Manuel Montez 

remembers fondly the pride 
with which the neophyte Sun 
City fire district accepted deliv
ery of its first two fire trucks in 
September 1973. 

The truck was one of two 
pumpers purchased for 
approximately $50,000 each 
in 1973, at the time the Sun 
City Fire District was formed, 
said Ken Swick, Sun City Fire 
Distric t battalion chief. Mr. 
Swick was hired by the depart
ment about a month after the 
trucks were purchased. 

Golden Shores is an unin
corporated. community south 
of Bullhead City, Ariz., a small 
city on the Colorado River 
across from Laughlin, Nev. 

The department is equally 
excited about recently reac
quiring one of those two his
toric pumpers from a depart
ment in San Luis, Mexico. 

Mr. Wagner retired from his 
post with the fire department 
in 1998 and is currently a state 
representative from District 3. 

''The first thing we had to do 
was paint them white," 
recalled Mr. Wagner. "We 
added the blue stripe in 1989 ... 

"It is a big thing for the 
department to reaquire the 
truck," said Mr. Montez. who 
worked in Sun City when fire 
service was provided by Rural 
Metro. 

The trucks were used in 
Sun City until being sold, for a 
total of $77,500, to the Bull
head City Fire District in 1982. 

Bullhead City's department 
purchased the vehicles to 
replace a 1956 GMC pumper 

San Luis later changed the 
stripe to green, its present 

"It is important to bring 
back some history," said Tim See Engine - Page 15 

Engine 
Continued From Page 1 
color. 

··r think at that time, the Sun 
City Fire District was looking 
at the fact that they (the trucks) 
were big and heavy rigs and 
were cough on the streets," Mr. 
Wagner said. "They were going 
co something lighter, and Bull
head City was looking for 
newer equipment." 

Bullhead City got more than 
IO years of service out of the 
two trucks befor~ selling them 
to the San Luis department for 
$3,000 in the early 1990s, Mr. 
Wagner said. "'They were good, 
dependable vehicles," he said. 

Mr. Wagner said Bullhead 
City was able to get so many 
years of use from the trucks 
because the department has a 
very aggressive maintenance 
program. 

The Sun City firefighters 
now want to restore the truck 
to a semblance of its former 
glory. 

··it will not be fully opera
tional, but we want to be able 
to drive it in parades and use it 
for special events," Mr. Van 
Seater said. 

Much of the restoration 

.------------------------- Seater said. "It sat parked 

Submitted ph_oto 

This is how Sun City Engine 2 appeared when originally pur
chased by the Sun City Fire District in September 1973. 
work will be done by firefight
ers in their off-duty hours. 

The firefighters have begun 
a fund-raising campaign to pay 
for the restoration. 

"We want to get the commu
nity involved," Van Seater said. 

Donations are tax 
deductible and may be made 
to the Fire Truck Restoration 
Fund. They may be sent to or 
dropped off at Fire Station No. 
131, 17017 N. 99th Ave., Sun 
City, AZ 8535 1. An account 
has been established at Well 
Fargo Bank. 

The goal is to restore the 
truck within the next year and 
a half, said Mr. Van Seater. 

The problem is, since the 
truck does not run, it is diffi
cult to assess how much wor)c 
is needed to restore it, Mr. 

Swick noted. 
The reacquisition was aided 

greatly by the efforts of Bill 
Volk, fire chief of the Blue 
Ridge Ranger District n·orth of 
Payson, according to l'v,tr. Van 
Scoter. 

"He got us in touch with the 
San Luis Fire Department," 
Mr. Van Scoter explained. Mr. 
Volk had been a firefighter in 
Yuma, Ariz., just a few miles 
north of San Luis, so he was 
aware of the truck's location. 

The San Luis firefighters 
gave the truck to their Sun 
City counterparts. The only 
cost involved was $850 to 
have the truck towed. 

"They had not used the 
truck for a couple of years, so 
they gave it to us," Mr. Van 

Photo by Mike Russo/Independent Newspapers 
Members of the Sun City Fire Department pose with one of the 
department's two original trucks, which was recently reac
quired from the fi re department in San Luis, Mexico. From left 

_are Tim Van Scoter, battalion chief; Ken Swick, battalion chief; 
and Manuel Montez, engineer. 

across the street from lhe fire 
station. Amazingly, none of 
the windows were broken. 
and there was no graffiti on 
the truck." 

The Sun City fire depart
ment reciprocated by donat
ing to San Luis some obsolete 
equipment that did not meet 
current specifications . 
according to Mr. Van Seater. 

"Mexican fire departments 
have basically no funding. " 
Mr. Van Seater said. ··so, we 
wanted to help them oul. .. 

The two departments have 
forged a bond. 

"We will try and help them 
when we can," Mr. van Seater 
said. 

Members of the San Luis 
Fire Department visited Sun 
City a few months ago to get a 
first-hand look at the depart
ment's procedures. 

While the Sun City firefight
ers realize tney still have a 
great deal of work to do to get 
the truck res tored, they have 
cleared the major hurdle. 

"The biggest issue is to 
have it in our possession." Mr. 
Swick said. "Now that we have 
it, we can proceed." 
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Piece of history rolls int.a town 
REV THAT 
ENGINE: Sun City 
Fire Department 
retrieves truck 
used in ' 70s 
MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

A small piece of Sun City's 
past is back in place, thanks 
to the San Luis Fire Depart
men t in Mexico_. 

The Cuerpo Rural De 
Bomberos fire unit donated 
one of the two 1973 American 
La France Pumper Trucks 
that one time rolled down the 
streets of the- retirement 

FIRE DEPARTMENT TRUCK RESTORATION FUND 
■ HOW TO CONTRIBUTE:Send donations to the Sun City Fire District at 
17017 N. 99th Ave., Sun City, AZ 85373. 

Residents donating $100 or more will become members of the Sun City 
Fire Department Engine 1 crew with their names commemoratively listed on a 
special plaque to be displayed on the restored truck. 

community. 
Sun City Fire Battalion · 

Chief Ron Gilbert is one of 
the few remaining firefighters 
who remembers the fire 
trucks · when they were 
almost new to the . _depart
ment 30 years ago. 

Gilbert joined the depart
ment in 1974, and said he 
was impressed with the then
new firefighting vehicles. 

"They are outdated for the 
United States, but for Mexico 
they are the state of the art." 
Gilbert said. 

Gilbert said the fire trucks 
were purchased after the 
. Lakes Club fire in February 
.1972, but added he is unsure 
if that is the reason the 
engines were brought. 

See HISTORY, 19 
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Firefighter 
Michael O'Neill 
checks out a 
1973 American 
La France 
Pumper truck 
used in Sun 
City in the '70s 
and donated 
back recently 
py the Clierpo 
Rural De 

. Bomberos fire 
unit in San 
Luis, Mexico . 
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"They brought them for 
better service," Gilbert said. 

The s·e_cond pumper from 
Sun City continues to serve 
as the primary vehicle San 
Luis uses for emergency 
purposes. 

Gilbert said getting the fire 
engine back will let the com
munity see a little part of Sun 
City's history.' 

He said the two identical 
fire trucks served the com
munity well from 1973 to 
1982 before being sold to the 
Bu llh ead City Fire 
Department. 

. "It is not that they are 
obsolete," he said. "The stan
dard fire-department equip
ment has changed." 

Gilbert said it js now man
dated for firefighters in the 
United States to be enclosed 
inside the cabs of trucks. 

Sun City firefighter 
Michael O'Neill said the fire 
engines the department now 
uses are three times as large 
as the original vehicles. 

"The idea is to bring back 
the history and use it in 
parades or something," he 
said. 'Tradition is real big in 

the fire service.·· 
Bullhead City used the two 

trucks until 1995 before 
donating them to San Lui!>. 
And nearly two years ago, 
Battalion Chief Tim Van Sco
ter sent a letter to the Bull
head City fire chief to fmd out 
what happened to the trucks, 
hoping to bring one of them 
back to the community. 

Rural De Bomberos Fire 
Chief Francisco Tabanico 
offered to donate the truck 
that was not operational to 
Sun City. 

The fire district was 
formed in 1966, but manage
rial changes as well as other 
decisions resulted in the loss 
of much of the history of the 
Sun City Fire Department. 

Gilbert said bringing back 
one of the original fire trucks 
restores some of that history. 
The battalion chief said a lot 
of work still lies ahead, since 
the department wants to 
return ·the truck to its origi
nal state. 

The truck is now white, 
and Gilbert said restoring it 
to the original red will be 
simple. 

"The hard part will be get
. ting the motor going," he 

MOUJE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

A flatbed truck hauled this bumper truck from Mexico to Sun 
City, where it was used from 1973 until 1995. The fire depart
ment plans to restore it. 

said. "We need to know what 
it will take to get it going." 

The Sun City Fire Depart
ment is accepting donations 
to help re:5tore the truck to 

its original condition. 

Michael Maresh can be 
reached a t 876-2513 or 
mmaresh@aztrib.com 
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Local fire departments 
in lock-down mode 
By Mike Russo 
Independent ewspapers 

The time-honored tr adi
tion of casua lly dropping by 
the loca l firehouse to visit 
with fi refighters, express 
your a pprecia llon for their 
serv ice o r ha ve your b lood 
pressure checked has to ·be 
placed on hold. 

W1Lh the wa r with Iraq 
beginning, the fire depar t
ments of Sun Cily and S un 
City West began locking a ll 
doo rs on a full -time basis, 
which is diametrically 
opposed to the depar tments· 
normal vis itor-friendly oper
a ung procedures. 

Both depa rtments last 
wee k were prepar ing for a 
heightened s ta te of alert. 

"We are lightening down 
s tuff ... s aid Jim Heger, S un 
City Wes t fire marsha l. "We 
a r e loc king th e sta tion 
doors, ma king s ure the bay 
doors a r e loc ke d when we 
leave on a call and keeping 
bay door s locked so people 
canno t wa nder a round the 
s tations. 

"We are also making s ure 
the vehicles a re locked a t all 
times ," he contin ued . "We 
implemented these cha nges 
wh en the last code orange 
was 111 effec t. We did n ot 
reduce s ecurity when we 
returned co yellow a ler t." 

S imila r meas ures ar e 
being ta ken in Sun City, 
according lO Fire Chief J im 
Sebert. 

"Wha t we did two weeks 
ago, when we fi rst went on 
an orange alert. was lock all 

the doors to the stations," 
Chief Seber t said . 

"The lobby was loc ked , 
a nd vis itors mus t ring the 
bell and s how Identification 
to gai n access , .. expla ined 
Capt. Ron Cla rk . 

"Everyone mus t be escort
ed th rough the sta tion to 
meet fed era l guidelines," 
Chief Sebert added . "No one 
will be a ll owed to wa nder 
a round the s ta tion." 

One of the problems with 
res id en ts ma king appoint
ments for visits to the fire 
s ta tions , fo r s uch services as 
blood pressure checks, is 
the department's inabllity to 
gua ra n tee personnel will be 
p resen t at the designa ted 
time. 

"We ca n't gua r an tee a n 
appointment because of our 
calls ," Chief Sebert sa id. 

The S un City Wes t Fire 
Department is not as limi ted 
as Sun City when it comes to 
con tin uing to offer blood 
pressu re checks . 

"We will con tinue to d o 
what we are doing, " Mr. 
Heger said . "It's in a secure 
area." 

Appoi ntments a r e not 
required, according to Mr. 
Heger. 

"We do 400 to 600 per 
month ," Mr. Heger said . 

Gar age d oor s at a ll sta
tion s In both fi re d istr icts 
a r e now left down a nd 
locked at all times. 

Security has a lso been 
heightened when the depart
men ts are on calls. 

See Fire - Page 6 

Fire 
Continued From Page 5 

Both depa rtmen ts are 
working closely with their 
respec tive posses to have 
fi re department vehicles and 
eq uipm en t secured at call 
s ites. · 
r,.;jA/e h ave a very good rela

t\oosbip with the posse," Mr. 
Heger said. "They respond 
to ou r calls If they a re on 
du ty. A posse member s tays 
outside with ou r veh icle to 
make s ure It Is secure ." 

"As fo r security of vehicles 
when we are out In the fie ld 
delivering ser vices, we a re 
discussing with the posse to 
have them p rovide security 
under those circumstances. 
a t least d uring their patrol 
hours ," Chief Sebert said . 

Bo th depa r tments a re 
rema ining vigilan t in wa tch
Ing for a nything s us picious 
around their facili ties. 

"We are always looking for 
anything s us pic ious, like 
packages left outs ide the 
bullding," Mr. Heger said . 

Sun City Fire Depa rtment 
S hift Comma nder Ken 
Swick said tra ining contin
ues on the h andling of haz
ard ous materia ls and possi
bly bio-chemicals. 

"We included that in our 
tra ining about two years 
ago, .. Chief Sebert said . "We 
have do ne classroom a nd 
fie ld trai ning. The t raining 
Involved s uch things as per
sona l protection, like secur
ing their turno ut gear. We 
have them use duct ta pe to 
secure the openings on the 
s leeves of the coats and tape 
the opening of their boots." 

Sun City Fi re District 
Boa rd membe r Pa ul Saun
ders, a fo rmer longtime fi re
fighter, said he believes the 
measures may be a bit 
extrem e and is concerned 
they may project an image of 

unfriendliness. 
"I would like to see U !:> 

post s igns a t the doors alert
ing th e resid en ts of the 
restrictions." Mr. Saunders 
said. 

"This Is changing the way 
we dea l wi th the public," he 
added . "In the 50 some 
years l have been associated 
with fire fighting. we have 
always welcomed the public 
Into ou r house." 

"Hopefully the public will 
understa nd and won·c devel
op the feeling tha t we a re 
being unfriendly," Chief 
Seber t said . "We don't wa nt 
to be seen as unfriendly." 

Should the Sun City Fire 
Department have co go to a 
r ed aler l. the h ighest le\'el. 
"we would ha ve to p rovide 
24-hour securitv al our sta
t ions," Chief S ebe rt said. 
"We would have to con trol 
access to equipmen t." 

On e of the me thods of 
controlling access to the s ta
tions would be the ins tal la
tion of ba rricad es in the 
d riveways, to deter possible 
terror attacks, Chief Sebert 
noted. 

Should the level of securi
ty be furth er heightened , It 
would cause a slight prob
lem conducting mont hly 
board meetings , s ince Fi re 
S ta tion No. 132, where the 
meetings a re normally held 
would be locked down . ' 

"We could move the meet
ings off s ite, .. Chief Sebert 
said. ··we a re obligated b) 
law to conduct the mee t
ings ." 

Mr. Heger said Sun Cltv 
West's Fire Department has 
yet to formulate a pla n to 
handle a red alert. 

Meanwhile, Sun City fi re
figh ter s Dave Evans a nd 
J ohn Ramsey have been 
activated by the National 
Guard or Reser ves, and the 
depa r tmen t faces the poten
t!al loss of up to four more 
fire_flgh ter s lo mil ita ry acu
vat1on, according to Chief 
Sebert. 

The Sun City West Fire 
Depar tment has no o ne in 
the Gua rd or Reserves Mr 
Heger said . · · 
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Sun City station gets facelift 
BOARD: Work on Station 
132 wraps up in April 

KATY O'GRAOY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City firefighters will have a little 
more elbow room at Station 132 next 
month. 

A renovation project that began there 
last year to accommodate more firefight
ers and provide separate quarters for 
male and female personnel is expected to 
be complete April 11. 

The station was built in 1975. 
Sun City Fire District board member 

James Sdimidt said the project came in 
at $794,625. just below Its projected 
S800,000 cost. An additional $20,000 to 
S25.000 worth of furnishings also will be 
required. he said. 

Sun City Fire Board Chairman Irv 
Mitchell commended Schmidt and Direc
tor Ed George for their work on the 
project, noting it was a huge project for 
just two members to tackle. 

The board voted not to install a 
screen wall at the station. Estimated to 
cost abou t $3,000, the wall would have 
hidden electrical conduit and provided 
other aesthetic improvements, but mem
bers agreed the cost was too high, and 
they could always build it later, probably 
cheaper. 

In other Sun City Fire Board action 
Tuesday: 

I Fire officials reported that the 
climbing gas prices are starting to have 
an impact at the district, although spe
cific costs were not available. 

In February, the department used 
almost 1,417 gallons of unleaded and 
diesel fuel to drive almost 15,200 miles. 

A special fuel allowance was put in 
the 2002 budget following 9-11 and 
again this year, and that should help 
cover the increased costs, said Fire Chief 
Jim Sebert. Similar funding will be 
requested for next year, he said. 

• The board adopted its amended 
bylaws. 

The more significant changes include: 

IF YOU GO 
■ WHAT: Next Sun City Fire Board meeting. 
■ WHEN: 9:30 a.m. April 15 
■ WHERE: Board room of the Sun City Fire DIS· 
trict, 17017 N. 99th Ave. For information, call 
974-2321. 

STEVE CHERNEK/OAIL Y NEWS-SIJN 

Sun City Fire Station 2 is undergoing a $800,000 remodeling job. 

Slin Citv Fire Oepanment's Februarv Summarv 
• The department's 718 calls for 

the month broke down as follows: five 
fires, 550 rescue and emergency med
ical services calls; five hazardous con
ditions; 106 service calls; 31 good 
intent calls; 17 false alarms or false 
calls; three Oood assessments and 
one unidentified incident. 

I The department also responded 
to 211 automatic aid requests else
where in the Northwest Valley. 

Other Northwest Valley agencies 
responded to Sun City 163 times 
under the same automatic aid 

requiring a preliminary budget by April 
1 instead of May 1; and allowing the 
board's standing committees to spend 
up to $2,500 without board approval as 
opposed to the previous limit of $500. 

"Bylaws are always a work in 
progress so we'll probably be back at 
them," Mitchell said. 

I Along with its bylaws, the board 
adopted its first code of conduct. An1ong 
other characteristics, the code says 
board members: understand business 
principles; have integrity; have a sense 
of humor; have vision; are politically 
aware and understand the community; 
are flexible and open-minded; and 
respect decisions they might not neces
sarily like. 

agreement. 
I The department conducted 184 

inspections, with the major violator 
being out-of-date or non-functioning 
portable fire extinguishers. 

• More than 1,100 people were 
served by the department's commu
nity education division by laking 
advantage of services such as partici
pating in a CPR class, getting a 
smoke-detector installed , hearing a 
presentation, getting their blood pres
sure checked or tapping into other 
services. 

• Capt. Ron Clark told the board he is 
preparing a safety awards program to 
reward personnel for not having acci
dents and maintaining a safe work 
environment. 

"We've had an escalating amount of 
injuries and minor incidents with our 
apparatus," Clark said. 

Eliminating lost time for just two inju
ries will pay for the program in one year. 
Clark said. Start-up costs are estimated 
at $2,800. 

Sebert said Clark's work has been 
recognized elsewhere in Arizona. as a 
possible model. ··1 hope in this tight 
economy we'll find a way to come up 
with a few dollars," he said. 

Mitchell said he hopes to have the 
project adopted and funded by July I. 



SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT January 29, 2003 

Photo by Mike Russo/Independent Newspapers 
Sun City Fire Department engineer Fred Ohrt, left, and Rich Hayes, firefighter/paramedic, 
hone their lifesaving skills on Resusi Annie. More than 76 percent of the department's CF.I lls 
last year were medical in nature. 

RECORD-SETTING YEAR 
Fire district responds to record number of calls 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

Last year was anothe r 
record-breaking year for the 
Sun City Fire District. 

Call volume was up 3.66 
percent over last year, as 
firefighters res ponded lo 
nearly 30 calls per day, m ore 
chan three-fourths of those 
in\'olving emergency med
ical situations. 

The department respond
ed co a total of 10,726 calls 
i11 2002, or 29.39 calls per 
d ay. That was up from 
10.347 calls in 2001 and 
9.600 in 2000. 

Of the calls, 8,221 were 
responses in S un City and 
2 ,505 were in respo nse to 
calls from other depart
ments for automatic/mutual 
aid. 

The vast majority of the 
department"s calls continue 
to be medical in nature. The 
department responded to 
6 ,264 medical calls during 
the yea r. accou nting for 
76. 19 percent of ils call vol
ume. 

Although total medical 
calls were up from the previ
ous year·s 6,205. the per
cent o f total calls actually 
dec reas ed, continuing a 

trend in recent years. Med
ical calls accoun led for 
77.15 percent of all calls for 
2001. Five years ago, 8 1 or 
82 percent of the depart
ment's calls were for med
ical assistance, according lo 
Fire Chief Jim Sebert. 

The chief attributes part 
of the decline to diffe rent 
boo kkeeping methods used 
in the last cou ple of years. 

··some of the calls that 
used to be classified as med
ical are now considered per
son in distress calls," Chief 
Sebert said. 

Cardiac calls accounted 
for 10.63 percent of the 
total, 874, and was th e sin 
gle greatest classification of 
medical calls. 

Slightly more than half 
the call volume increase 
involved automatic/mutual 
aid responses. Sun City fire
fighters responded to 2 ,505 
calls outside the community, 
an increase of 200 from 
200 l , as part of its automat
ic/mutual aid obligations. 

The chief said the mutual 
aid system provides a great 
benefit to the Sun City 
department. 

"Sun City does not have 
enough calls to warrant hav
ing its own hazardous mate-

rials team, so we use a unit 
from Glendale or Phoenix,'· 
he said. 

··we recognize the value of 
mutual aid and how we ben
efit as much as we provide 
service,'' said Paul Saun
ders, Sun City Fire District 
board member. 

Chief Sebert said the Sun 
City Fire Department proba
bly responds to as many 
calls outside the comm unity 
as neighboring fire depart
ments respond to Sun City 
calls. 

··1rs p robably very close 
to a wash,'' he said. 

Sun City firefighte rs 
responded to 92 fire calls 
for the year, up from 79 the 
previous year. Of the fire 
calls, 22 were of a structural 
variety and 1 1 were vehlcle 
fires. 

Chief Sebert said he 
believed the annexation of 
the Citrus Point s ubdivision 
into the fire district had 
minimal impact on call vol
ume. 

'"Citrus Point has had a 
minor impact on our call 
volume," he said, although 
he was not certain how 
many responses the depart-

ment made to the community 
since the report does not dif

~ - ----- - - - ----- --- - - - - ---feren tiate where calls a re 

made within the fire district. 
"The homes are newer and 

the residents are younger, so 
fewer calls a re required ,'' 
Chief Sebert explained. 

"It is not a burc!e11 a11c! llit· 
$60,000 we rece ive 111 r n -
enue is helpful,'" Chief Sebert 
con tinued. "Even if we ar t· 
getting 30 calls a vcar fr o111 
Citrus Point , it was :1 w1 ::,t· 
move for the dis trict to an11t", 
the subd ivision. 

The remainder uf tilv 
depa rtment's ca lls wne fu r 
service. hazardo us co11d1-
tions , false ala rms an cl lal,,t· 
calls, and miscellaneous. 
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Fire District loans car seats 
Service is free to district residents 
By Mike Russo 
Independen t News pa pers 

With the h olidays 
a pproaching, S un Citia ns 
can look forward to vis its by 
fa mily members, inc luding 
grand children. 

To allevia te this p roblem , 
the S un City Fire Dis tric t 
has imple m ented a new pro
gra m to a id S un City r esi
d ents - a Child Safety Seat 
Loan er Progr am . 

The service is ava ila ble to 
a ll residents of the S un City 
Fire Distric t, whic h Includes 
Yo ungtown and Citrus Po int. 
Ther e Is n o cha rge. 

progra m . "We have ha d 
requests for this for years. 
We had been getting three or 
four calls a month for this 
type o f service. 

"Sun City residents h ave a 
n eed for child car seats 
whe n the ir grandchildren 
vis it," he continued . 

Funding for the car sea t 
loan er progra m was provid
ed by a grant from the Gov
e rnor 's Office o n High way 
Safety, according to Mr. Frey. 

November 13, 2002 

This, at times, poses a 
proble m fo r some S un 
Citia ns. They are ill-p re
pa red to sa fely confine 
youngsters riding in a vehi
c le. They do no t have child 
safe ty seats a nd sometimes 
ris k tra ns p o rting childre n 
witho ut be ing pro p erly 
restr a ined . 

"We have had nume r ous 
requests to borrow child 
seats s o , to accommoda te 
our citizens. we ha ve imple
m ented this progra m , .. 
expla ined fire fighte r Pa t 
Frey, who is in ch a rge of the 

The Na tion a l High way 
Tra nspor ta tion a nd S a fe ty 

See Safety- Page 8 , 

Photo by Mike Russo/Independent Newspapers 
Sun City firefighter Pay Frey adjusts a car seat for Tyler John
ston, 2. 

Safety 
Continued From Page 1 
Ad min istration recom 
m ends a ll children 12 a nd 
under be pro pe rly 
restr a ined in the backseat of 
a vehicle. 

The loaner progra m has 
been added to the child safe
ty inspection a nd ins ta lla
tio n program conduc ted by 
the fi re depar tme n t. 

"Our highest p r iority is 
the safety of the ch ildren . so 
we h ave cer tain requ ire-

m ents tha t need to be fol
lowed in order for us to con 
tinue to p rovide this serv
ice, .. Mr. Frey said. 

He no ted tha t childre n 
unde r the age o f 5 a nd 
we ighing less than 100 
p o unds a r e r equ ired lo b e 
restrained in a car seat. 

Reserva tions are required 
to r eser ve a ca r seat , a n d 
may be m a de by calling the 
district a dministration office 
a t 974-232 l between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p .m . 

"Once you cal I. a certified 
seal technic ian will r eturn 

your call in about week prior 
to when you need to borrow 
the seat to sch edule a time 
fo r you to come in ,"" Mr. Frey 
said. 

T he following informa tion 
mus t be provided : your 
name. te lepho ne numbe r, 
date the seat is need ed , age 
and we igh t of the child us ing 
the seat. 

The fire d epar tme nt has 
two types o f seat a va ila ble 
for loan . Mr. Frey no ted . 

··we have l O co nvertib le 
scats and six hig h backs." he 
said . "Th ey w ill wo rk for 

newborns up to c hildren 5 
years old a nd we ighing 100 
pounds ... 

Seats may be bo rrowed 
for up to 90 d ays, the num
be r o f days children unde r 
the age of L 9 are a llowed to 
vis it. 

Mr. Frey said the progra m 
h as been well rece ived 
a lready, even wi thout p ublic
ity. 

"We have had two 
req uests s ince we started 
a b o u t a week ago wi th ou t the 
word even getti ng out." Mr. 
Frey said . 
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Ready, aim, fire! 
FLAME OUT: SC 
Fire Department 
gives lessons 
on home fire 
safety 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

A small fire breaks out at 
your home and you reach 
under the sink to fetch the 
fire extinguisher to douse the 
flames . 

You pull the pin. point the 
hose and squeeze the nozzle 
but nothing happens. 

It's a bad time to realize 
that you should have had the 
device recharged -
something that should be 
done yearly and checked 
monthly. 

Wednesday. the Sun City 
Fire Department recharged 
dozens of fire extinguishers 
and gave demonstrations of 
proper use of the devices to 
residents in an effort to bring 
awareness to the importance 
of having an up-to-date 
extinguisher. 

""This is a really great 
program and something that 
is very imp o rtan t to 
e v e r y o n e , " s a i d S t-a c y 
Bodens teadt of the fire 
department. "We are making 
sure that all the residents 
know how to use the 
extinguishers in the case of 
an emergency so they can be 
safe.· 

Fire extinguishers are a 
good idea for all homeowners 
because they offer a first line 
of defense. but they are not a 
replacement for calling the 
fire department. 

When purchasing a fire 
extinguisher, it is important 
to realize that there are 
different extinguis hers for 
different types of fires. 

Fires have three 
classifications: A. B and C. 

Class A fi res are from 
ordinary combustibles, such 
as wood. paper or cloth . 
Class B fires are from 
flammable liquids. such as 
gas, oil, grease or kerosene. 
Class C fires are from 
energize d electr ical 
equipment such as wiring, 
fuse boxes. machinery and 

STEVE CHERN EK /DAILY NEWS-Slit, 

Steve Rogers, left, of Roadrunner Fire and Safety Equipment shows Dorothy Sadler how to use 
a fire extinguisher at the Sun City Fire Department Wednesday. 

power cords. 
Some fire extinguishers 

are meant for just one class 
of fire or possibly two. If you 
own such an extinguisher, 
you should not try to use it 
on a fire for which it is not 
rated. There are other fire 
extinguishers rated for all 
classes of fires: these are 
strongly recommended for 
home use. 

When properly cha rged 
and used, fire extinguishers 
can put out small fires or 
create enough room for an 
escape route in the event of a 
large fi re. However. they need 
to be used correctly to be 
effective. 

The fire department offered 
residents the following 
suggestions for proper fire 
extinf!uisher use: 
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Steve Rogers of Roadrunner Fire and Safety Equipment shows 
Dorothy Sadler how to tell if her fire extinguisher is ready to 
use at the Sun City Fire Department Wednesday. 

e ~Pull the pin: Hold the 
extinguisher wi.th the nozzle 
pointed away from you. 
Pulling the pin wi.11 break the 
small, plastic saf~ty ring 
making the extinguisher 
ready to discharge. 

• Aim low: Stand six to 
eight feet away from the fire 
and point the extinguisher at 
its base - the lowest point of 
the fire closest to you. 

• Squeeze the lever: This 
wi.11 expel the extinguishing 
agent through the nozzle. 
Hold it upright, not sideways 
or at any angle. 

• Sweep side to side: As 
the extinguishing agent is 
expelled, sweep the nozzle 
from side to side. As the 
flames closest to you go out, 
move in and co ntinue 
sweeping until all the fire is 
extinguished . 

. It is importcU1t to make 
sure that everyone is ou t of 
the house before using a fire 
extinguisher to ensu re 
protection from a larger fire. 
Before using a fi r e 
extinguisher. the fire 
department should be called. 
A convenient, planned escape 
route out of the house shou1d 
be available. 

If the fire is spreading -
especially in the direction oJ 
the escape route - ~et out oJ 
the house immediately. 

·John Sokolich can be 
reached at 876-2526 or 
jsokolich@aztrib.com. 
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Sun City Fire District implements 
safety program for -students 
Youngtown students targeted_ for safety 
By Mike Russo 
Independent News papers 

The Sun City Fire District 
has expanded its community 
education program by reach
ing out to touch the youngest 
residents of its service area. 

Stacey Bodenstedt, fire 
district community relations 
specialist, and other mem
bers of the fire department 
have begun instructing s tu
dents of New Joy.· Charter 
School in Youngtown in safe
ty. 

"We will do this on a 

monthly basis to h elp . pro- opened last fall. ' The school 
mote .. . prevention educa- administration felt it would 
tion," Ms. Bodenstedt said. be beneficial to have the stu-

The program is 'designed dents receive some safety 
for children in grades kinder- training and the fire district 
garten through 7. was contacted to request Its 

The fire district has been services. 
providing· fire service to · "Being able to teach and 
Youngtown for 13 years, first educ;ate individuals of all ages 
on a contractual basis and and abilities about safety is 
since July 1, 2001, as crucial to help prevent fire 
annexed members of the fire and health emergencies," Mr. 
district. Bodenstedt said. ' 

With the demographics bf. Among the topics to be 
Youngtown changing and addressed by the program 
more younger families mov-
ing in, a c_harter school See Safety - Page 2 

Safety 
Continued From Page 1 
are dealing with a fire emer
gency, tools or toys and the 
importance of smoke alarms. 

When dealing with a fire, 
"we explain ' to them the 
importance of staying low," 
Ms. Bodenstedt said. "The 
better. a ir is down near the 
floor."· 

She will also cover the 
proper procedure for: exiting 
a room when fire is present. 

"When you come to a door, 
you s hould feel the door with 
the back of the hand to detect 
heat," Mr. Bodens tedt 
explained. "If the door is hot, 
the person should turn 
around and crawl to an alter
nate escape route. 

"Using the back of your 
ha nd to feel the door keeps 
yo~r palm and fingertips 
from getting burned because 

FIRE DEBRTMENT 
SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT 

Photo by Jeremy Pearlman/Independent Newspapers 
Stacey Bodenstedt, Sun City fire District community relations 
specialist, teaches Jared Ramirez, a student at the New Joy 
Charter School in Youngtown, the proper ~echniques of dealing 
with being afire . . 

you may need your hands to 
crawl to another exit," she 
continued : The U.S. Fire 
Adminis tration recommends 
having two escape routes 
from each room, if possible, 
such as a door and window. 

A key to escaping a fire "is 
to make sure you are aware of 
your s urroundings," accord
ing to Ms. Bodenstedt. 

An important strategy on 
teaching safety to children is 
making it fun, Ms. Bodenst
edt noted . 

"We will play a game called 
tools or toys, the object of the 
lesson is to have the children 
learn if an item is used as a 
tool or for play," Ms. Bodenst
edt said. 

In the game s he uses items 
s uch as s imulated matches. 
fake c igarette lighte rs and 
plastic tools and after placing 
them in the child's ha nds, she 
has U1e child identify the item 
and asks '"can you play with 
il?' 
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Firefighters ignore 
gend.er differences 

SUN CITIES: 
Separate sleeping 
quarters 
unnecessary, 
officials say 

JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

After serving as a fire
fighter in Sun City for 16 
years, Sandy Young won't 
have to use the same toilet 
facilities as the men. 

She will share a Station 
132 bathroom with firefighter 
Jennifer Johnston, the sec
ond of three women firefight
ers in Sun City. The third is 
Sherry Wood, who works at 
Station 131 on Bell Road and 
99th Avenue. 

' i ., 

Station 132, located on 
99th Avenue north of Peoria 
Avenue, is in the midst of 
renoYations that will expand 
the station and make it more 
suitab le for female 
firefighters. 

· · -- < --,~\:'.'i:-1~ 'MOLUE J. HOPPES/DAIL v NEWS-SUN 

Sun City Fire eng ineer Sandy'Young checks the mileage on her truck for a monthly report. 
Young is one of two female .firefighters who works out of Station 132, which is undergoing 
renovation. 

The national trend for 
accommodating females in Young said with her length anything to say," Johnston 
firefighter ranks is to provide of service, she just considers said. "We are all the same." 
separate sleeping and shower h erself a firefigp ter· an d Young : talked about her 
facilities for the males and doesn'.t differentiate fire per- s,ervice with 'the department. 
females of departments, sonnet by gender. . _but d idn't explain mu ch 
which is part of the reason Her shiftmate Johnston . about the challenges of shar-
Sun City is renovating the agrees: · · . · ing quarters with males. 
two-decade-old station. "It's nice to work. with Captain Mike Gobster said 

Young said she is looking another female at the station, although the two genders 
forward to the completion of but I have never felt uncom- work together, there isn't 
the project. but more for the ' fortable worki_ng with the muc h to say about it, 
expansion of the team facili- guys," she : said. "They treat because all involved are one 
ty, rather than for a gender- me just like anyone else, and 1,.nJ.it, one crew and one team, 
specific reason. Her husband I treat them the sam_e way, ~eparating the crew by sex is 
is a battalion chief in Glen- too. There are always differ- neitlJer an option nor a con
dale. where her son is also a ences be~een women and sideration, he said, because 
firefighter, and a brother-in- men, but it's really nothing the four make up a team that 
law works at the Sun City that ever gets in the way." is judged by ability and ~uc
fire Department. During lunch a t the fire cess rather than gender or 

Young said being a fef!)ale station Friday, four crew differences. 
in a male-dominated force is members joked about gender Sharing the cramped quar-
not a problem for her: "I come relations in the department. ters of a trailer while the sta-
from a familv of firefi2hters." "Th ere is not really tion is being gutted, Gobster 

said, "All I see is people." 
Gobster said having female 

f1refighters has never caused 
a problem, because he con
siders everyone under his 
command and in all fire 
departments as equals. He 
said when renovations are 
complete at his station, 
femp.le firefighters will have 
more privacy, but it also will 
be an improvemen t for 
everyone. 

'The station was built in 
1975, and was getting small 
for us," Gobster said. "\1/hen 
we first started in this area, 
there used to be about two 
calls per shift - now we aver
age about eight a day. We 
heachnto Peoria on a regular 
basis,': 

On the same crew as 

Johnston and Young, fire
fighter Jamie Soto said the 
fact that he works with two 
females was never a problem. 

privacy and to allow quicker 
• turn-around lime when a 
crew returns from a call. 

'There are women here?"' 
he joked. "We are all on the 
same team. It doesn't matter. 
We all work and perform the 
same duties." 

All the firefighters sta~ 
tioned at 132 said they are 
looking forward to the reno
vations, but they don't think 
the project was undertaken 
merely to accommodate 
female personnel. More show
ers and dormitory space are 
being added to the station, ' 
both to provide increased 

"When a crew comes back, 
they need to clean up and 
shower," said Chief Jim 
Sebert of the Sun City fire 
Department. 'There is limited 
space at Station 132 right 
now, so the renovations are 
to make the facilities bigger, 
so the crew can get in and 
out fasler and relurn to 
duly." 

Although the renovations 
at the station will provide 
more privacy for female fire 
fighters, in the Sun Cities. 

See Local renovation, A5 
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male and female firefighters 
share dormitory space and 
are segregated only by crew 
assignment. For example, al 
the main fire station on Bell 
Road and 99th Avenue, lad
der crews sleep in a different 
room from the engine crew 
because the two rarely have 
LO respond to the same calls. 

In Sun City West. EMS 
personnel - of which four of 
the 12 members are women 
- serve at the same stations 
as Lhe fire crews; Lhe bunks 
are all kept in the same 
room. There is a dress code 
at all comomnity fire stations 
at night, though. All must 
wear shorts and a 
department-issue T-shirt. 

With fire departments in 
other Valley cities reporting 
sexual harassment of some 
female firefighters over the 
last year or so, local fire ·offi
cials say there haven't been 
any problems at their 
stations. 

"l think the problems that 
occurred at other stations 
\\·ere because of poor supervi
sion, .. Sebert said. "Here we 
ha\·e good supervision, and 
there is a general respect that 
everyone has for each other." 

The respect is based on an 
understand ing that the 
female firefighters in com
pany crews do Lhe same jobs 
as the male firefighters. 

Chief Robert Biscoe of the 
Sun City West Fire Depart
ment said when firefighters 
train for certification. it isn't 
based on their abilities as a 
male or female. it's based on 
a person's ability to save lives 
and fight fires. 

"When someone trains 
through the fire academy, we 
want to make sure they can 
get a person out of a burning 
building safely,'' he said. "It 
isn't based on the number of 
pushups or pull-ups a person 
can do. It's not based on sex, 
it's based on ability." 

fire officials from through
out the Northwest Valley 
praised the work female fire
fighters contribute to the 
community on a daily basis. 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAIL y MEWS-Sur. 

Fire Capt. Mike Gobster, left, and firefighters Jennifer Johnston and Jaime Soto share 700-
square-feet of living space on the B shift at Fire Station 132 in Sun City. The station is being 
remodeled to make more room for the firefighters and another truck, and will provide separare 
bathrooms for men and women. 

··1 know here in the retire
ment community there has 
been a lot of positive feedback 
about our female firefighters." 
Sebert said. ·'About half of 
the calls we get are for female 
victims, and I think they are 
more comfortable having a 
female emergency-crew mem
ber help them." 

Sebert said the days of 
women trying to prove them
selves to their male counter
parts are over: "From what 
I've seen, the female firefight
ers are as good - if not more 
enthusiastic - about their 
job s as their male 
counterparts." 

Female firefighters were 
brought aboard immediately 
when Sun City firs t formed 

its fire district in 1989, 
Sebert said, without much 
distinction between the men 
and women. Young was one 
of the women hired by the 
departmen t. She had served 
the area with Rural-Metro 
Fire before the fire district 
was formed. 

"We have privacy locks on 
our restrooms and showers," 
Sebert said. "It works kind of 
like the same way at home. 
When you go in there and 
want your privacy, you close 
the door and lock it. It's the 
same for the males and the 
females." 

Most fire stations in use 
today were planned and built 
with a single-gender work 
force in mind, according to 
the International Association 

of Firet1ghters. Different fire 
departments have developed 
a variety of solutions to the 
challenges formed by inade
quate facilities. The cheapest 
and easiest answers are usu
ally the first to be imple
mented - a "men/women·· or 
"occupied/unoccupied" flip 
sign installed on the door of a 
station's only restroom or 
shower or locks on the doors. 

In the Northwest Valley, 
some of these solutions haw 
worked well. Elsewhere in the 
country, some fire depart 
ments are considering build
ing female- and male-only 
quarters. Such additions 
have not been needed locallv 
according to officials. • · 

John Sokolich can be 
reached ac 876 -2526 or 
jsokolich@az1rib. com. 
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Fire district agrees ·:. 
·to buy· traffic devices 
·Funds budgeted for last 3 years 
By Mike Russo · provide enhanced safety for 
Independent Newspapers firefightef s, acc;ofding to Fire 

Chief Jim Sebert. -
When responding to ,a life- "I really believe our driyers 

threatening medi~al ~mer- and crews can get around 
gency, every second counts. faster if we 'can get a green 
In an effort to eI).hance light through an intersec-
resporise times to·such e~er- tion," C)lief Sebert said. . 
gencies, the Sun City Fire .. 1 think this will save us 
District Board of Dir.ectors considerable response time," 
approved during its Sept. 17 he continued. "It will also 
m~eting -.the expenditure of 
$31,109.09 to purchase traf- increase the safety margin." 

. fie signal pre-emption equip- "The public will also be in 
ment.· . , . _, less danger when we are r,u~-

The pre-emption equip- . ning _ ~ode 3 (emergency)," 
ment allows firefighters offered the Rev. Irv Mitchell, 
responding to a call to fire board chairman. · : 

VF FIRE DEPARTMENT 

change a traffic signal so the Chief Sebert explain~d ~ 
emergency vehicle has the that motorists often get con- to Chief. Sebert. "It became 
green light. .. · . fused about how to respond automated abqut six years 

Use of the equipment 'will to the. flashing lights .of an . ago," he said. · '. 
ha~ten .fire de~~rtment emergenc vehicl~~specially. .Curf~ntly, only fire depart
response to . fire and emer- when they are . already . men ts are using sucll devices 
gency service -calls and will stopp~q,at ~ red tr¥f,ic ~ig- In th~ Sun, City area, Chief 

' nal. ::.· · " · ... , .• ~ebert noted. Police depart-
"With ' the pre-emption ments and ambulances liave 

d~vice, we c:;m ~hange 'the not been using them._. ·' , 
light' to green and the cars "If is something we have 
can aqvanct: and th~n pull o!f· been talking with the ambu
to the sid~ o~ the road,' aliow- 'lance service about for sever
ing th~ fire truck to pas~ s1~- al years," ~hieJ. Sebert said, 
ly," Chief Sebert said. · , · adding· it Is not quite as criti-

Installatlon of the devices · cal for an ambulance to have 
has bee~ budgeted for three the •device as ,it ,ts the fire 
years b_ut has been delayed truck.' ·· , · 
b.e<;ause · of, c<?:untY, /~~~n~lat . "It ls more critical for the 
shortcomings. The county first responde~ to arrlv~ at 
was to install the devtces pµr- the scene as quickly as possi-
chased by the fire depart- · 
ment as it rebuilt intersec- ble r~.ther than an ambu
tion traffic signals. lance, Chief Sebert 

With 'the installation of tne explained. ' 
devices', , the . fire deparqnent The devices are something 
will be. able .to pre-empt all that should be readily avail
traffic lights-~ Sun City with able, sq there:will be not time 
the exception of those along-· awaiting delivery, according 
Gr-and Avenue, and Bell Road to Chief Sebert. · •.• • 
at . 9~th '•·an.d L~dgren ·' ,"Jnstallatlon pf the deviC<;!S 
avenues. .• . , · will coincide with the coun-

1 The fire depar,tment 11,as fy's upgrading of intersec
had some type of coptrol over tlons i~ Sun City," Chief 
the -signal at the in,tersection Sebert said .. He estimated the 
of Bell Road and 99th Aven4e project ·will ' be completed in 
for m9re than 20, according six to nine months. ' 
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Fire district 
upgrades set 
at $1.7M 
SUN CITY: Loan 
needed for station 
renovation, radio 
improvements 

JOHN SOKOLICH 
) AIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Sun City Fire District officials 
plan to borrow $1.7 million to 
update radio equipment and reno
vate Station 132 at 99th Avenue 
and Sun City Boulevard. 

Fire Chief J im Sebert said lhe 
district hasn·t decided wheth er il 
will go with a fixed or variable rate 
on tne IO-year loan from National 
Bank of Arizona. Depending on lhe 
type of loan agreed upon. the fi re 
distric t will pay back between 
$51,000 and $55.000 per quarter 
for the next IO years. The loan 
amounl. approved by the board 
Tuesday. is contingent on approval 
by the legal committee. 

"We took everyone into cons ider
a tion when we were doing this .·· said 
board member Jim Schmidt. "'We 
were thinking about the taxpayers 
and the firefighters. and I think 
everyone will be happy wilh the 
results.·· 

The largest chunk ol the loan will 
I be used to update communication 

towers. which will allow Sun C1ly lo 
join other fire departments in the accommodate more firefight
Phoenix area transitioning lo 800 ers . including separate areas 
megahertz frequencies fo r their for men and women. and to 
radio equipment. upgrade some of the facilities. 

"The FCC is requiring a ll the 'The firefighters a l that 
departments to change to that frc station consider il their sec
quency. and ifs going to be an ond home.·· Schmidt said . 
expense for us whether we run our ·1here is no reason tha t they 
own dis patch system or continue shou ld have lo be kept 
with the Phoenix system," Sebert cramped in those quarters. Al 
said. "It's an unfortunate expense. this time, they are being 
but a necessary one." treated like second -class 

In a ll , the Sun City Fire District citizens.·· 
tyill have to contribute just more Schmidt sa id t h e fir e 
than $ 1 million to fund the project board drafted pla ns that 
locally. which will update the dis- would cost $700,000 or less 
patch system to the new frequency. to renovate the building. The 
The cost for each of the departments first b id on the project came 
linked to the Phoenix system is in at just less than $ 1 mil
based on the number of calls dis - lion. h e said. but was 
patched annua lly for each. rather reworked to ge l it to 
than the number of square miles $700.000. 
each department covers. Board member Ed George, 

For example, the Sun City Fire who worked on funding for 
Department. which covers less -area both the renovation a nd 
~an Surpri~e b_ut gets more calls, radio-equ ipmen t p rojects, 
will be paymg Jus t more than $ I said he thinks the district 
million. while Surprise will_ contrib- s hould go ahead with the 
ute $406,000 to the proJect. The renovation plans because 
entire system is expected to cost they a re tong overdue. He 
$75 million. sa id the success of the 

Sun City West will con tribute project could even tually lead 
about $622,000 to the project. lo renovations at the main 

Fi.re a nd police departments 
throughout the country are switch
ing to the 800-megahertz frequency 
because of interference from other 
wireless users - s uch as cellular 
phones - and it's being more 
secu re than lower frequencies. 
according to the FCC's Web site. 

In addition to the funding for the 
frequen cy change. which is sched
uled for implementation by 2004. 
the Sun City Fire Department is 
about to undertake a renovation 
project for Station 132. which was 
bu ill in l 975. · 

The project is plan n ed lo 

fire s tation at Bell Road and 
99th Avenue sori1etime in the 
d is tant future. The project a t 
Station 132 is expected to 
begin sometime in the next 
five weeks. 

The major projects aside. 
the board also on Tuesday 
approved a sma ller amount 
to further a fire-prevention 
program that has proven suc
cess f u I. The prog ram 
includes going to residents· 
homes to assess fire-safety 
factors. 

The program was made 
possible wi th a federal grant, 
according to Assistant Chief 
Steve Morrow. The grant pur
chased fire extinguishers and 
smoke alarms for homes that 
needed them. 

"We are booked up for 
those inspections th rough 
October ... Morrow said. "We 
cannot continue with them 
after that until we get some 
funding. It will take about 
$5,000 to $7.000 to get us 
through the rest of the year." 

The board unanimously 
approved giving Morrow the 
addi tional funds. 

John Sokolich can be 
reached al 876-2526 or 
j sokolich@aztrib.com. 
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SC Fire 
proposes 
budget 
• increase 
By Jeremy Pearlman 
Independent Newspapers 

Increases in personnel and 
equipment costs make up the 
primary chunks of a $575,964 
boost in expenses for the Sun 
City Fire District's proposed 
2002-03 fiscal year budget in 
comparison to its previous 
budget. 

If approved, the $6,788,352 
budget will include an addit ion
al $369,964 in personnel costs 
over the 2001-02 budget. These 
funds will be dedicated toward 
increases in wages and to cover 
higher insurance costs for 
employees. 

"I believe the biggest compo
nent in the changes in the over
all budget is the personnel ," said 
Fire Chief James A. Sebert. 

"This year there were various 
proposals to adjust our pay 
scales, which are probably the 
biggest item within the person
nel budget, of anywhere from 2 
to 5 percent." 

The proposed budget calls for 
~ 3.5 percent cost of living 
increase for all fire district 
employees. 

" It goes, quite honestly, a lit
tle ahead of inflation," Chief 
Sebert said. 

"We have many Valley 
departments that are paying 
considerably higher wages than 
our department. We are down 
toward the bottom of the list and 
we are seeing these other 
departments not only hire addi
tional firefighters but rec ruit 
firefighters from departments 
like ourselves." 

' Achieved performance is also 
factored into the hike in person
nel costs. 

"One thing I think the bo~rd 
was looking into while working 
toward this personnel budget 
was to reward those who are 
staying as best as we coul~ to 
keep them here becau~e 1t 1s a 
lot cheaper to keep t~e peop!e 
working here than n 1s to train 
new ones and bring them on 
board," said Irvin S. Mitchell, 
Fire District Governing Board 
chairman. 

In addition to wage increases, 
insurance costs are expected to 

rise over the next fiscal year. 
According to Chief Sebert, 

health insurance costs have 
jumped 13.5 percent annually 
for the past several years. . 

As a member of the Phoe111x 
Radio ·consortium - a bevy of 
fire departments who share 
resources to more effectively 
protect the publ_ic -:-- th~ Fire 
District of Sun Cny 1s obligated 
to pay a portion of infrastructure 
costs toward a federally mandat
ed upgrade to ultra-hig~ f~e
quency digital radio. The _d1stnct 
will also need to pay for its own 
new equipment. 

The ultra-high frequency dig
ital radio is touted to improve 
compatibility across _fire and 
law enforcement ent1t1es · and 
provide increased signal pene
tration within buildings. 

Infrastructure and equipment 
costs for this upgrade will con
tinue for several budgets to 
come. . 

"The government is taking 
our bands and giving them over 
to commercial interests who 
have more influence, in my. 
opinion, with Congress than we 
do and giving them,, the_ lower 
priced radio bands, said Mr. 

Mitchell. . 
In total, the fire district wilt 

have to pay $1.4 million dollars 
for inirnstructure costs alone 
over the next 10 years. . . 

The Federal Commu111cauons 
Commission mandates I 00 per
cent compliance by Jan. I , 
2006. . 

The Fire District Governmg 
Board is scheduled to ~ote on 
the proposed budget at ns 9:30 
am. June 25 meeting, to be held 
a~ the George Meade F1:e 
Station, 17017 N. 99th Ave., m 
Sun City 
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Sun City Fire District 
to proceed with 
erecting security fence 
Firefighter safety top priority 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun City firefighte;s working 
on equipment or taking part in 
various drills in the parking lot 
behind the main fire station may 
soon feel a little safer. 

The Sun City Fire District 
board of directors has agreed to 
have Arizona Fence and 
Security install an electrically 
controlled security fence on the 
property's southern boundary 
and barrier on the north side of 
the station to deter motorists 
from cutting through the proper
ty to avoid the traffic light at 
99th Avenue and Bell Road. 

desire to assist the fire district. 
However, it decided the proJeCt 
was too big for it to undertake 
and decided not to do ll, accord
ing to Mr. Schmidt. 

The matter of the gate w~s 
brouoht before the board in 

Janu:ry because Fire Chief Jim 
Sebert had noticed an mcrease 
in the number of vehicles that 
have been driving behmd the 

"Arizona Fence and Security 
had agreed to do the project for 
just under $15,000, including 
installing a barrier at the north 
end of the station," board mem
ber Jim Schmidt said. 

The fire district board voted 
in January to expend up to 
$20,000 to install a security gate 
on the south side of the fire sta
tion. However, it was hoping to 
save a substantial amount of 
money by having the Bell Metal 
Club fabricate and install the 
gate. 

The club had expressed a 

fighters were performing main-
tenance. . 

" People have been usmg our 
property for a shortcut," said the 
Rev. Irv Mitchell, board chair
man. "We have had some near 
incidents." 

"This should take care of one 
of our safety issues," said Ed 
George, vice chairman of the 
fire district's govem111g board · 

main fire station. . . 
"We have seen a defrn 1te 

increase in traffic _cutting 
through, especially with th~ 
increased traffic on Bell Road, 
Chief Sebert said. 

The fire department uses the 
property for drills and to per
form maintenance on trucks and 
other equipment, and the 
motorists seeking a shortcut 
were posing an ever-greater 

"The security of our property 
and safety of our firefighters are 
of utmost concern," he contin-
ued. . 

1 Mr. George noted that_ 111sta -
lation of the gate may yield _an 
added benefit. "Our _security 
will be improved, which may 
result in reduced insurance pre-

safety risk. 
Chief Sebert noted that he has 

seen people drive und_er _the 
ext<?nded ladder truck while fire-

miums," he said. . 
The fence will align wnh the 

wall of the neighboring APS 
substation, recessed about 100 
feet off Bell Road. . 

Work is expected to start this 
week, Mr. Schmidt mentioned. 
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Sun City Fire District Support Services Technician Dan Carroll in
stalls a smoke alarm for a hearing-impaired resident. These smoke 
alarms are twice as loud as a regular smoke alarm and they have 
strobe light that will wake someone while they are sleeping. 
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Sun City Fire District 
offers _home safety survey 

Smoke alarms are an impor
tant life-saving device because 
most fires occur between mid-
night and 8 a.m. · 

While you are sleeping, you 
are unaqle to smell, therefore 
you cannot rely on your nose to 
wake you in the event of a fire. 

T hose who are hearing 
impaired are unable to hear the 
alarm and, therefore, require 
some other stimulation of their 
senses to wake them. A new 
alarm rings twice as loud as the 
standard uni ts and is also 
equipped with a strobe l ight to 
help rouse a hearing-impaired 
sleeper. 

These special alarms are now 
available for installation by 
members o f the Sun City Fire 

Department after requesting a 
home safety survey. 

A representative from the Sun 
City Fire Department"will spend 
about a hal f-hour with the resi
dent reviewing each room in the 
home for fi re hazards and fal l 
injury hazards. 

Suggestions are made on how 
residents can make smal I 
changes in order to be better 
prepared in case o f an t:mer
gency and how to avoid such sit
uations in the first place. 

For more information on 
home safety surveys or hearing 
impaired smoke alarms, contact 
Lesl ie Carroll, public education 
specialist with the Sun City Fire 
Department, 623-974-232 1. 
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Sun Cities firefighters have busy year 
Both departments respond to record number of calls in 2001, 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

Last year was an extremely 
busy one for the ti re districts of 
Sun City and Sun City West. 

In fact, both departments 
responded to a record number of 
cal ls during the year. 

Sun City firefighters respond
ed to a total o f 10,247 calls in 
200 I , or an average of 28.35 per 
day, up from 9,600 in 2000. Of 
those calls, 8,042 invol ved 
responses in Sun City and 2.305 
were in response to calls for 

automatic/mutual aid. 
In Sun City West, f ire person

nel were called out 4,4 16 times, 
or an average of 12. 1 cal ls per 
day. 

"'That was up (8.63 percent) 
from the previous year when 
4 ,065 calls were logged, said 
Deb Johnson. Sun City West 
Fire District communi ty rela
t ions and publ ic education spe
c ialis t. 

··1t was a record year for cal ls 
in 2000," said Sun C ity Fire 
Ch ief Jim Sebcrt. 

"Wc arc averaging 28 calls 

over each 24-hour period," said 
Ed George, vice chairman o f the 
Sun City Fire District board o f 
d irectors. 

M edical assistance continues 
to make up the bulk of the cal ls 
in both communit ies. 

M edical calls comprised 
6,205, or 77. 15 percent of the 
Sun City cal ls. 

Cardi ac call s amountcd to 
12. 18 percent o f the total. 980, 
and was the sing le greatest clas
sification o f medical calls. 

L ike Sun C ity, Sun C ity 
West 's fi re department was kept 

most busy answering calls for 
medical assistance - 3,468, or 
78.53 percent of the call vol
ume. 

M onday and Friday were the 
busiest days for both depart
ments, w ith 1.250 responses 
being made on M onday and 
I , 124 on Friday in Sun City. 

" We are not sure why, but that 
is the way it seems to be with 
doctors also,"· Chief Sebert said. 

··A lot of people get sick over 
the weekend and they need to 
sec a doctor when the offices 
open on M onday, and are told 

there are no openings for a two 
weeks, so they caU us," Chief 
Sebert said. 

M s. Johnson agreed with that 
assessment. 

" A s for Friday, some peop le 
are not feeling well and they 
don ' t want to be sick all week
end, so they call ," M s. Johnson 
added. 

Calls by the other days o f the 
week in Sun Ci ty were: 
T uesday, I, 140; Wednesday, 
1, 130; Thursday, 1,101; 

Saturday. I ,004 ; and Sunday, 
1. 113. 

Sun Ci ty f iref ighters respond
ed _to 79 fin: cal Is for the year, 
while their counterparts in Sun 
City West responded to 311. 

Of the fire cal ls in Sun Ci ty. 
only nine were o f a structural 
varietv and 16 were vehic le 
f ires . 

. W ith S? many people main
tammg winter residences in the 
Sun C it ies, the w in t1.:r months 
arc the busiest for both fi re 
departments. 

" O ur busiest mon th was 
Dccernbcr with 459 calls." M s. 
Johnson said. 
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Fire districts 
answer record 
number of calls 
SUN CITIES: Most 
responses occur 
on Mondays 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Monday blues are 
more than a myth - at least 
in the Sun Cities. 

The Sun City and Sun City 
West fire departments 
responded to more calls on 
that day of the week in 2001 
than any other day. 

Mondays in Sun City 
accounted for 1.250 calls, fol
lowed by Fridays with 1.214 
calls. In Sun City West, Mon
days also togged the · highest 
number of calls. with 689 for 
the year. 

"It's sort of one of those 
gee-whiz numbers," said Sun 
City Fire Chief Jim Sebert. 
·January also was the heavi
est month of the year for 
responses. " 

January almost made the 
top spot in Sun City West as 
well. With 417 calls, January 
came in just behind Decem
ber and March, which had 
459 and 419 calls respective
ly. 

"December was a busy 
month for us: said Deb 
Johnson of the Sun City West 
Fire Department. "And it 
seems like every year as the 
Northwest Valley grows, there 
are going to be more and 
more fire calls for the year." 

Last year, the Sun City 
Fire Department responded 
to 8,042 calls within the com
munity, including all fires 
and medical calls. In January 
a lone, the department 
responded to 94 7 calls. Sun 

,.__ __________ - - -

City fire personnel also 
responded to 1.302 calls out
side of Sun City as part of 
mutual and automatic aid. 

Sun City West responded 
to 4 .416 calls for 2001, more 
than 1.000 more calls than it 
did in 1999. Attributing to 
the number of calls is an 
increased number of mutual 
and automatic aid calls in the 
area. 

Automatic aid allows for 
the closest rescue unit to a 
scene to respond to an emer
gency. which particularly 
helps communities with lim
ited manpower or emergency 
vehicles. 

All dispatch comes · from 
Phoenix, and all emergency 
vehicles have global position
ing systems that determine 
which is closest to an emer
gency call. Because of the 
central dispatcher. automatic 
aid does not require any 
additional work by emergency 
crews to dispatch trucks from 
other areas. 

Between local responses 
and automatic aid calls, 2001 
kept the community fire · 
departments busy. 

Last year ·was a record 
year." Sebert said. ·we were 
averaging about 22 calls a 
day,." 

Between the two commu
nities, there were a total of 
six major fires that com
pletely destroyed homes, but 
there were no fatalities for the 
calender year. Those low 
numbers are attributed to fire 
education in the communi
ties, according to Leslie Car
roll of the Sun City Fire 
Department. 

see nrenuhters credit, A4 

From Al 

"What we are trying to do 
is target people in their 
homes." she said. "We spend • 
about a half an hour with 
them and give them sugges
tions for what needs lo be 
done. Residents seem very 
happy to have us come out to 
their homes and it allows 
people to see what the fire 
department is doing with 
their tax dollars ... 

Sun City Fire District 
board members reported 
Tuesday morning that since 
the terrorist attacks in New 
York and near Washington, 
D.C., on Sept. 11 , fire depart
ments have received more 
publicity than ever before, 
bringing fire safety awareness 
to the forefront of people's 
minds. • 

"I've seen the fire depart
ments in this county when 
they were at their worst, .. said 
Paul Saunders., a board mem
ber. "There used to be a time 
when fire departments spent 
their time inside the station 
rather than coming out to 
meet the public. Now they are 

out there and it is a lot better 
for the community to know 
who is protecting them ... 

Fire protection depends 
heavily on the visibility of the 
fire personnel in the commu
nity and the support that 
crews get from the communi
ty, Saunders said. 

Jim Hegar. fire marshal for 
Sun City West. echoed those 
thoughts about fire protec
tion and urged residents to 
be aware of the potential dan
gers in their homes. 

The leading cause of house 
fires is electrical problems. 
according to data compiled by 
the Sun City Fire Depart
ment. foll owi ng closely 
behind is natural gas leaks 
and kitchen fires. 

"l think if people a re aware 
of the dangers in the home, 
then they are more likely to 
take the necessary precau 
tions to protect their homes 
and themselves from fires .· 
Hegar said. 

John Sokolich can be 
reached at 876-2526 or 

j sokolich@aztrib.com. 

Most-frequent fires in the Sun Cities for 2001: 
l. Vehicle 
2. Electrical/wiring problems in home 
3. Natural gas leaks 
4. Kitchen 
5. Dumpsters 

Most-frequent medical calls in the Sun Cities for 2001: 
1. Heart problems 
2. Fall injuries 
3. Difficulty breathing 
4. Invalid assistance 
5. Abdominal pain 

Sun City Fire District 
Calls by day of the week 

Saturday 

Friday 

Thursday 

Wednesday 

Tuesday 

Monday 

Sunday 

Calls by month of the year 
947 

1,094 

1,101 

1,214 

J 1,250 

832 817 822 

f f I ':• ;:• ~ :, ri [ ~• ~ j 
SOURCE: Sun City Fire Department; Complete Sun City West data unavailable. DAILY NEWS-SUI'< 
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Sun City Firefighter Paul Burgess holds a smoke alarm that flashes a strobe, right, for hearing impaired people and emits a loud high-pitched tone. 

Fire officials focus on safety 
PROGRAM : Goal is 
to help residents 
make homes safer 

JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

One- resident died for every 
three major house fires in Sun City 
last yc-.ir. 

Tha l statis tic has local fire offi 
cials concerned and implementing 
a program lo help resicknls rnake 
their homes s;:ifer . Tlw ov<'rall 
number of house fires wil hin 1 ht 
comm1111ity remains n ·lalivdy low 
- wil h fire rel;:ited injuries near 
ro,k bol 1 om. 

··we only had 1hrce major house 
f1res in Sun Cily lasl vear. bul 
tiler<' w;is on<' fi1tali1:\' ,i nd lhrec 

injuries from lhem." said Leslie 
Carroll of t he Sun City Fire 
Department. "The statistic would 
have been worse, sti ll. if it wasn·t 
for a bystander who went in a 
house to save someone. Those s ta
tistics don ·t sit well with me. -

Sun City compiled the number 
of house fires from December 2000 
to November 200 I. 

In Sun City West. the fire 
d<·partment also responded to 
three major house fires in the past 
year. but did not have any 
fatalities. · 

"We had I hree fires of any con
s<'qucnce last year ... said ,Jim 
I legar of the Sun Cily Wesl Fire 
Department. ""The rcsidcnls of the 
("()lllllll lnily arc very fire eonscio11s 
aho111 their homes. b111 we still ~et 
;1 lol of <'al)<; t,ir minor Iii c·<;. ·• 

Major house fires - or ones of 
s ignificance - a re defined as 
structure fires that cau se a large 
a mount of damage to a dwelling. 
usually spread throughout the 
house. 

Although the number of major 
house fires is considerably lower 
in the area. having even one fatal 
ity causes concern for the commu 
nities· fire departments and has 
prompted an all-out push lo 
inspect residents· homes. Also 
avai lablf' now are fire alarm 
devices designed specifica lly for 
the hearing impaired. 

··Education is key." said I legar. 
··1rs important for residen ts t0 take 
lhe time lo pra<'lic·c firr safely ... 

Nat ionwide C'Very year. 1.200 
pcopll' older than 65 are killed in 
fires a11d ,n101hn 3.00(J .111· 

injured. according to the National 
fire Protection Agency. In addition. 
seniors between the ages of 65 and 
75 have a fire-related death rate 
three times higher tha n the 
national average. 

The reason the statistic is so 
high for seniors is related to the 
overall health of the age group. 

"Some of them are on a lot of 
medication:· Carroll said. "Some of 
them aren't ve1y mobile a nymore 
and some of them have problems 
hearing. which can lead them to 
not hear when a smoke detector 
comes on. We lound with a lot of t)✓ <r i 
residents in the area that people V f 
cion·t chan~c Ille balleries in their 
s moke dclector-, enough anyway.-

See Free inspections. A5 



DAILY NEWS-SUN FILE PHOTO 

Firefighters work on a fatal fire that occured in December 
2000 at a home located in the 17000 block of North Country 
Club Drive in Sun City. 

From Al 

To improve lhe s ilua lion. 
lhe fire depa rtments of Sun 
City and Sun City West are 
offering residents free home 
ins pections. including sug
geslions to improve their 
safety in the event of a fire. 

Residents can set up a 
home safety survey and a 
representative from the fire 
department will spend about 
an hour with them in their 
home. During this visit, the 
fire official will review each 
room to check for fire haz
ards. Also, Ups will be recom
mended for better safety. 

''All we can do is offer sug
geslions," Carroll said. "It's 
nothing we can enforce, but it 
is important and we would 
like everyone in Sun City to 
be as safe as possible and not 
become a statistic." 

For the hearing impaired, 
the fire department is offering 
a s moke detector that has a 
strobe light as well as an ear
piercing alarm. The strobe 
light is made to wake up peo
ple who normally wou ldn't be 
able to hear a fire a larrn. 

"When you are asleep. you 
can't smell." said Carroll. "Su 
it's imporlanl for people lo 
have these s moke deleclors 
in lhe bedroom if lhey can not 
hear we11.·· 

In addition. fi re officials 
urge residents to have smoke 
detectors in every bedroom as 
well as ha lfway between their 
kitchen and living areas. 

The ages of the homes in 
Sun City and S un City West 
do nol have any bearing on 
how fast fire wil l travel 
through the dwellings. Hegar 
said. Older homes. some
times built wilh more con 
crete or brick than wood. 
sometimes don't have as 
many safety features as new
er. mainly wood homes. 

"Every year fire codes are 
updated," Hegar said. "Pretty 
much everything is learned 
by trial and error. We find oul 
what worked and what didn'l. 
Any homes lhat are built are 
required to meel lhe building 
and safely codes ... 

To set up a home ins pec
tion survey in Sun City. call 
Carroll al 974-2321. In Sun 
City Wesl. call Hegar al 
584-3500. 
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A .new t09l has been · deve~- tioos to detemµne potential haz- · to in Sun City are stove or oven 
0~ ff> ~~Ip -~e--~~ ·sir.:~.J ards ~ their homes. :rhe surv~y /, ;: .. ·:

19' ,, 'l< , 
1

• f~s,"'Mrs'. Carroll said. 
D1sttithct fulfill its lDlSs1on1-1o f, oA. , will , also include safety tip . ) , ;· ,; , . , ;' ·, "We check to see if there are 
y~de e lµghesp~:el.of _f~-wr\i' i sheets t~at will_ lielp people My go_al,is to things above the stove that 
property·S;tt'ety tq,_res1dents. · 1 identify possible problems with- , , . , , , , :migh~ catch fir~,;:,she said. 

"Our ~epart. . ' in their homes. . . . provide safety . ' .Bathrooll.lS are checked for 
ment is ~ways , Citiiens can request-a survey • · · · .~b bars. and· non-skid backing 
developing n~\Y ' · by _caJµng 

I 

Mrs. Carroll ,at the :·_ . _' i.nf ~ TJ1i(1Jiorz .a'!d : on nigs, , . 
programs to fi.re departplent at 974-2321. 

1 
reduce in juries F.-om · · "In 'the bedroom we want to 

~ducate ~.'! There i~ no charge to have the . . , :, . 
1 

J' ' .. , ·see if. "1ere 'is :a phone near the 
infon,n , res1- t sutvey ~rfox:med. . both.fire and falls, and bed to 'make sure they can call 
dents about fire . ··· she .i,s ' currently ·<;:o_nducting l . d :911," r-,Jrs. Carroll 'said. . . 
safety · and , the surveys' but r~fighters ' will ,, .prey_e1:,;ffir(}-r_(f (ltt:; .. , Once the survey is complet-
he~ll? issues/' undergo ~ning in J;m~ary and . deaihs. . ,ed, a q:>py is left with the resi-
sa1d. Leshe -,vill then perform some •of , the , , , . . ; , . dents. "We also leave them 
Carroll, ' com- . • • surveys. . . . . Leslie ca·rroll ' . I J ' 'som~ fact. sheets' on general 
munity r~la- · . ' -~ · Surveys are done during busi- SCFD Community Relation,'s s;uety; fire safety and SClme sim-
tions spe~ialist.- '

1
0ur newest • ness hours Mc;mday through · Specialist • pie tips'on hClw they can .correct 

program -;- The Home· S~ety Friday'. · · "- · ---,------,------ . a pfC?blei_n.' . . . 
Survey ' is no~ ready fo! dis- - . "We will give the residents an ~moke detec~i-. '. I • '.' I I • ', • • "It will provide ·,them With 
tribution."' . . . . estimated time because crews · "We'look at heating_and,elec- valuable· tips on how to avoid 

'.fhe new survey' wj.ll allow cannot be sure when' tfiey can be trical' system," . she continued. fall ·injuries, fifes and tells them 
fire district perso~~l t~ asse~s at a housei" Mrs. Carroll said. "We look at ,how· many appli- :what to_' do .in,.an ,emergency," 
the safety level of Sun C1ty-res1- "They may be out on a call." ai:ices are plugged into an outlet. ~ - <;:arroll said. · , . · 
dences. . . , It takes ~ hour or Jess f!-) con·- . · "If th~y sm,ok~. we make ~ug- ' .',. '.'My

1 
~oal is 'to provid~ ~af~ty 

Annually,. 1,200 ~eruo~ over : duct the sur.vey, but. the. time gestions about , !!Sh . ~ax~ .. an~ mformaaon and reduce mJUries 
the age of ~5 are- kill~-_m_ fires spent could well_ result i~ a safer ~etti'1g ashes bef~re ~\Y~g . ,fro~ R?th fµ:e and fall~. an.~ pre
and another 3,000 are. IDJured,. ~ abode: · them into . a lil!ger contamer,'.' ,ven.t fife-related deaths, she., 
;fcco~dii\g ,'to · Mr~.·; Carroll. Wheri 'C<?,nductiµg' 'the survey, Mrs. Carroll ad~ed. '· . · , · ' continued. "~- ';VantJ to ,give the 
Seruors betweeµ the ages of 65 fire department personnel' will Fires · that result in the most residents $e tools to prote~t 

and 75 have -a fire:related death examine both tlie exterior and de3ths are ·smoking related, themselves." , 
rate· three times higher than the ,1 interi,or of the home. : according .to Mrs.' Carroll. ~'.That l. The fire department does not. 
nation~. average," she said. -: { . '"f{e ch~k to make _sure (Ire is why _~moke. 'd~~c~qrs ¥C,' so know how great the demand will 

Additl~nally,_ 01_1e out of every hydraµts are not blocked," Mrs. ;impoi:tantt she s~ d: .. ., ,. be for the survey, but Mrs. Car-
three· seruors over the·ag~ of 65 .,<:~arroll explained. "We. check . The· kitchen .. is ,a pomt of rein siµd,1 ''.~'f "'.'?uld like to do a 
falls at leas~ OI\~e:l : year, ;Mrs' .. ~ lock~, test ~mo~e detectors and · emphasis. because 'c'most . fires survey'tor everyone. We want to 
Carroll no~. In Junes fro~ fa}ls · • show the resid~nts how to . are started ,.ft;om cooking. The make sure that everyone in Sun 
'.11'e the lead.in~ ca~e o~ morbid- ~ change batteries and test the majority of the calls we respond City is ~ safe as possible." 
1ty and mortality m se~ors. . · · • . . . _ . -

. Resident~ ,can request inspec,- \ :.. · • ~ 1 
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Firefighters want blazing sales 
SHOT FOR A 
CAUSE: Local.. 
heroes pose for 
fund-raising 
calendar 
JEANNE WINOGRAD 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun. City firefighter Jennifer 
Johnston and Captain Jim West 
recently accepted a work assign
ment they never anticipated when 
training for risky ladder duty. 

Following the deaths of almost 
300 firefighters in New York on 
Sept. 11_, Johnston and West' helped 
decide which Sun City firefighters 
would be featured in a benefit photo 
calendar. The project is designed to 
raise money for wounded firefighters 
ai:id families of those who die in the 

line of duty, both here and in New 
York. The fund is called the Sun 
City Firefighters Memorial Fund. 

"I've taken pictures of firefighters 
at work during the past two years," 
Johnston s~id. "E~erybody was 
modest. a_bout participating, but 
were very supportive. We used some 
of my pictures for ideas." · 

The August photo for "Everyday 
Heroes. Sun City Firefighters 2002 
Calendar" features Johnston and 
her 16-month-old son, Tyler. The 
back · cover photo features an 
emblem on the 99th Avenue and 
Bell Road station kitchen table, 
where firefighters gather to relax 
between calls. · 

The September photo is an 
authentic picture of firefighters rais
ing the .flag at Ground Zero in New 
York, used with permission. Others 
are staged shots, with real action 
photos used as insets, taken by 
Johnston, Sun City Captain John 

From 11 

firefighters and the different 
services we provide." 

West is featured in the 
March shot with his dog, 
Aristotle. 

'The dog is Mr. March," 
West said, laughing. 

The calendar provides 
explanations of services such 
as fire prevention, smoke 
detector installations, CPR 
training, blood -p ressure 
screenings, removal of snakes 
and other pests, and flu shot 
clinics. 

Deakin, and other firefighters who 
enjoy photography. 

'The idea for a calendar came up 
in discussion at The Woodmark as 
something totally different," said 
Linda Vigil, marketing director for 
the .assisted living facility in Sun 
City, .which produced the calendar 
at no cost to the Sun City Fire 
Department 

With a touch of prescience, Vigil 
and a co-worker, Robin Burr, had 
their flfSt meeting about the calen
dar last summer with Sun City Fire 
Chief Jim Sebert. . 

"In August, I thought it was a 
good way of communicating with 
the public about services we pro
vide, for people to see the scope of 
our equipment and personnel,· 
Sebert said. "On the afternoon of 
Sept. 11, the focus of the project 
changed, giving more emphasis on 

JOY LAMBERT/OAIL Y NEWS-SUN 
Sun City firefighter Jennifer Johnston and her son, Tyler, 18 months, posed 
for the May photo of the "Everyday Heroes, Sun City Firefighters 2002 
Calendar. " Their photo was picked for May in conjunction with Mother's 
Day. See FireflUhlers POse, 11 

For Sun City's three frre 
stations, cardiac arrest calls 
are the most prevalent. 

"People don't call us 
because they're having a good 
day. Usually, it's because 
something's not right in their 
life," Sebert said. "We mini- · 
mize water damage. We do 
any kind of. animal control, 
even remove birds from 
exhaust-fan pipes." 

Sebert said proceeds from 
calendar sales will help 
employees cover incidentals 
that go beyond the scope of 
benefit programs, such as 
travel costs for relatives 

needing to attend a firefight
·er's funeral. 

Benefit plans for 
firefighting-related health 
pi;-oblems weren't available to 
Arizona firefighters as 
recently 11 years ago. Sur
prise Mayor Joan Shafer, who 
was married to a firefighter 
who died from lung cancer, 
led the fig.ht for those 
benefits. 

"The firefighter service 
doesn't understand the true 
impact of what Joan Shafer 
did for us," Sebert said. "She 
got us health insurance for 
cancer and communicable 

diseases we face in the line of 
duty:" . 

Since Sept. 11, the daily 
kiss goodbye has gained more 
significan_ce for firefighters 
and their families, Sebert 
said. 

Johnston 'said, "It makes 
family mor e· important. 
reminding people it can hap- , 
pen to anyone." 

To order the calendars, 
which cost $12 each or two 
for $22, call 583-7600 and 
ask for Linda Vigil. 

Jeanne Winograd can be 
rea· c hed at 
Jwinograd@aztrib.com or by 
calling 876-2532. 
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CarWash receives waves of support 
Department. that's almost 100 Krispy Kreme donuts, Mobile, 
percent of our department. We Coca-Cola, Frito Lay, Eagle One 

A former' New York City fire can't even get that many to come Products and Mission Linens . 
. captain, Jerry Maliva of Sun City out and get a beer together there's just an overwhelming 
sWl feels the sting of losing some usually." amount of support out there for 
of his co-workers in a fire 35 Saturday marked the first time this," Bradowich said. the com-
years ago. . the Sun City dep~ment held munity really showed us how 

In that fire, he lost four men such a carwash, .but It was a sue- much they support us and the 
from his company. Saturday, he : cess even before Its.tarted. . victims in New York." 
said he cannot even comprenenq Sc?ed~!ed to bemg at 9 8:.m., Firefighter Paul Burgess· said 

JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

the tragedy of how many' firefight- · Deakin said there were cars lmed he was hoping to rais~ $10,000 
ers were lost in the terrorist up around the_ block for the wash for the fund, which will be turned 

, · attacks Sept. 11. at 6:45 a.m. ' over to the international Associa-
To help the families of the "We had a couple come by and tion of Fire Firefighters for the 

JOY LAMBERT/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

· Bill Bielawski; a retired Chicago firefighter, 
dries off a car that had a flag ·on ·its antenna,· 
at the benefit carwash' held· at Sun City Fjre 
Station 1_31 Saturday. Cars were. lined · up 
for • hours, and there was a anony'mous 
$500 donation. 

fa)len firefighters, the S_µn · qty dn;>p off $2Q9 ~he~ks and .then tell New Yark 9-11 .Relief Fund. All 
Fire Department held a benefit u~ that they didn t need their car proceeds will go to aid· the fami
carwash at· station f3 l with a lot· washed," he said. there is a lot lies of fallen firefighters of the 
of support from the community. . of sup~ort · from the community · Sept. 11 terrorist-attacks. · 

"I think it's great what they are on th1~. . Last month, the Sun City West 
:doing for their fallen brothers and The l~gest donation of the day Fire Department spons_ored a car
sisters in New·York.~ Maliva said came from a Sm:i City resident · wash fund-raiser ·and collected 
while watching . dozens of cars asking to remain anonymous. It close · to $5,000. The · goal was 
being washed at the station·. was a check for $500. doubled for this Saturday's wash. 
there were 20 funerals in one "The public is really excited The Sun City department came 
_day in' New York. I can _sympa- about thist Deakin said. "I:think close to· doubling the arnou1:1t 
thize, but I can't· really explain a lot of them wanted to show their raising more than $7,300 as of 
t11e feeling." . . . support but didn't know what to this morning. Donatiops were still 

Opening two bays at Fire Sta- do. This gave them an opportu- trickling in, according to fire offi-
tion 131, the fire house was nity to donate." cials, so an exact.amount will not 
turned into a drives through car- Firefighter Justin Bradowich be known for a while. 
wash Saturday. . said some of the biggest support . "It wasn't just us that raised 

_ "We got about 40 guys from came from · other businesses in the money, though, it was the 
off-puty to help at the carwash the area donating supplies and community as a whole/· Deakin 
out of about 60," said Capt. John food. said. "We want them to know that 
Deakin . of the Sun City Fire Among the sponsors were we really appreciate it a lot." 
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Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

Steve Morrow, Sun City Fire District assistant fire chief, peruses the noti
fication that the fire department has received a $78,240 federal grant for 
educational programs. 

SUN CITY FIRE DISTRICT GETS GRANT 
Funds will be used for educational programs 

By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

The Sun City Fire District is 
among four Arizona fire depart
ments, thus far, to receive a grant 
from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency under a pro
gram authorized last year by 
Congress. 

The $78,840 grant wi ll be used 
for educational programs, accord
ing to Fire Chief Jim Sebert. 

The federal government has 
made$ 100 million available to fire 
departments through FEMA. More 
than 19,700 fire department nation
wide applied for grants, submitting 
requests totaling $2.98 billion. 

Chief Sebert was delighted to 
receive the notification last week. 

"We are very excited that we are 
going to get some federal monies 
to supplement our funds to educate 
our population," Chief Sebert said. 

"This will allow us to hire a full-

time person to do educational pro
grams," he continued. "That per
sons wi ll speak to the community's 
organizations informing them of 
ways to reduce their risk for fire as 
well as improving their chances of 
surviving a fire." 

The fire district also submitted a 
$ 120,000 grant request for fire
fighter fitness development. No 
decision has been made on that 
request yet. 

Chief Sebert praised the efforts 
of Steve Morrow, assistant fire 
chief, and Tim Van Scoter, battal
ion chief, in preparing the grant 
applications. 

Mr. Morrow said one the factors 
likdy weighing in Sun City's favor 
is the age of its residents. 

"Sun City is considered a target 
community because of the age of 
its residents," he explained. 
" Residents are at a much greater 
risk for injury from falls and other 
mishaps.'' 

Advanced age and a reduction in 
mobility has also been responsible 
for a higher than normal fire-relat
ed mortality rate in Sun City. 

"We have a mortality rate that is 
400 percent higher than a standard 
community," Mr. Morrow said. 

"Seven of the last 10 fire-related 
fatalities in Sun City were people 
w ith disabilities. The other three 
were caretakers," he added. 

Grant funds wi ll a llow the fire 
department to do some things to 
reduce fire fatalities. 

"The grant will allow us to do 
some modifications in some 
homes, such as installing wheel
chair ramps and smoke detectors, 
which will help save lives," Mr. 
Morrow said. 

"We may even be able to secure 
special smoke detectors for people 
who are hearing-impaired," he con
tinued . 

Mr. Morrow said the fire district's 
goal is to reduc..: residential fire 
risks to a level approximat ing that 
o f the community's comm..:rcial 
properties. 

"Sun City's fire loss from a com-

mercial standpoint is very low;· Mr. 
Morrow said . ·'That is the result of 
our volunteers going out to the busi
nesses every six months. but we 
don' t have a home program." 
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I Fire districts enter 
into tnutual agreetnent 
Pact expected to save money 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

A bond between the fire depart
ments of the Sun Cities, forged dur
ing a joint recruiting program earli
e r this spring, has gottcm even 
stronger. 

The two departments have 
approved an inte rgovernmental 
agreement that wi ll allow each 
d~partrnent to draw from the other's 
manpower to meet emergency per
sonne l needs. 

Sun City Fire Chief Jim Sebert 
explained that the !GA would result 
in a saving for the fire department. 

"Sun City West Fire Chief Bob 
Biscoe and I compared notes and 
there were times ... that we get to a 
point where, in essence, we run out 
of manpower," Chief S!!bert said. 

Whether through vacations, sick. 

days or short staffing. there are 
occasions during the year that the 
fire district has to call in an e mploy
ee to cover a shift, Chief Sebert 
explained. 

" Rather than calling back in a 
battalion chief at his salary, we 
could use a Sun City West firefight
er to fill in for one of our firefight
ers," explained Chief Sebert. 

''We would have had an opportu
nity to use this arrangement four or 
five times last year," the chief said. 
"This will open the door for more 
opportunities than four o r fi ve ... 

The pay scales of both depart
ments are similar in a range, accord
ing to Chief Jim Sebert. "So, we 
will know our financ ial obligation 
(when using Sun City West person
nel)," Chief Sebert sa id. 

See ■ PACT, Page 9 

Bills for payroll expendi tures 
would be exchanged at the end of 
each month. . 

ties," Chie f Biscoe said. "It is diffi
cult to staff sometimes. vative our department has become:· 

o~se~ved Ed George. Sun City Fire 
District board membe r. . "There really is no net cost lo 

either department to do this .. , Chief 
Sebert_ re marked. "This has the 
potential ~o save us money." 

. Sun City West Fire Chief Bob 
Biscoe wholeheartedly supported 
the IGA. 

"This will provide a great help in 
some of our schedul ing difficul-

"The IGA will be used to deepen 
OL~r personnel pool as backup and it 
will _truly help us on occasion:· he 
cont 1nued. 

" I _th ink we are going . to start 
w~rkrng more closely with our 
ne1ghb_o rs and this is a step in the 
right direction," said Treasurer Tom 
Stroozas. . 

, "This is an example of how inno-

In _April. the two departments 
combmed. \\.ith the c:ity of Surprise 
t? hold a Jo1111 recruitment to estab
lish a candidate list for future 
department openings. 

The joint rec:ruitment drew more 
lha_n 500 applicants and was charac
terized as a huge success by Chief 
Sebert. 
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Sun City Fire District OKs $6.2 million budget 
Property tax 
~xpected to 
_i se about 
2 percent 
3y MIKE RUSSO 
, dependent Newspapers 

The Sun City Fire District board 
f directors June 19 unanimously 
:Jproved a $6,212,388, budget for 
seal 2001-02, which begins July 1. 
The budget is up $503,214 from · 

last year's.$5,709,174, or an 8.8 per
cent increase. 

"Although it is an 8 percent 
increase, the tax rate will go up an 
estimated 2 percent, based on the tax 
rate which will be set by the county 
in August" said the Rev. Irv 
Mitchell, board chairman. "Holding 
the tax increase to 2 percent is doing· 
pretty well." 

The tax rate is expected to rise· 
from its present $1.9956 per $100 of 
assessed valuation to approximately 
$2.03, according to Rev. Mitchell. 

Rising fuel costs and increased 
salaries and benefits necessary to 
retain experienced personnel are the 
major factors contributing to the 
budget hike, according to Fire Chief 
Jim Sebert. 

In establishing· the budget, the 
board awarded the firefighters a 4 
percent cost of living increase, with 
associated benefits, which bumped 
the personnel cost to $5,022,788. 
That is up from $4,627,574 last year. 

The Sun City Fire District has 
been having a difficult time retain
ing experienced personnel, accord
ing to Rev. Mitchell. Neighboring 
communities are offering higher 
staning wages to firefighters. 

Rising costs of health insurance 
also contributed to the increased 
personnel costs. 

Escalating prices for unleaded 
and diesel fuel hiked the budget by 
$45,000, from $ 105,000 to 
$150,000. 

Through the first l O months of 

the current fiscal year the district 
had already expended $ I 08,000 on 
fuel. 

For the first time in more than a 
dozen years the fire district will not 
be receiving a fee from the town of 
Youngtown as the result of a con
tract to provide fire and emergency 
services to the town. That is because 
Youngtown will be annexed into the 
fire district as of July 1 and as a 
result the town's residents will pay 
for the services through their county 
property tax bill. 

The fire district received roughly 
$280,00 from Youngtown during the 
current fiscal year. 

Youngtown's 1,500 parcels were 
valued last year at approximately 
$15,000,000 to $16,000,000, 

according to information provided 
by the Maricopa County Assessor's 
Office. 

Chief Sebert believes the new 
arrangement will be advantageous 
to the fire district 

"Youngtown entering the fire dis
trict will add increased ad valorem 
(propeny) tax to the revenue base," 
Chief Sebert said. 

Board Treasurer Tom Stroozas 
said the board agonized and put in 
long hours preparing tl\e budget. 

"We have done the best we can," 
added board member Jim Schmidt. 

The budget will now be submitted 
to the county supervisor and treaSur
er by July 10, accordi~g to Brayton 
Willis Sr. 
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,Fifi blldgets 
inqreasing 
in :Sun Cities 

BY. Brent Whiting 
The Arizona Republic 

The cost of fire protection in 
Sun City is going up. 

On Tuesday, the five-mem
ber Sun City Fire District 
board adopted a budget of 
sli~htly more than $6.2 million, 
a $500,000 increase from the 
current operating budget. 

Board members, including 
Tom Stroozas, said they 
worked hard in evaluating 
community needs and compil
ing a responsible budget for 
the fiscal year that starts July 
1. . 

The budget hike - which 
comes to nearly 9 percent - is 
in line with an increase in Sun 
City West. 

On Friday, the Fire District 
of Sun City West is expected to 
adopt a proposed budget of 
nearly $5.5 million, an in
crease of $450,000 from the 

current budget. 
In both retirement commu

nities, the increases are the re
sult, among other things, of 
cost-of-living raises, higher fu
el prices and mounting ex
penses for workers' medical 
coverage, officials said. 

In an expected cost-saving 
move, both districts this month 
adopted an agreement that al
lows for an exchange of fire
fighters to fill job shifts. 

If one district has a need for 
help due to sickness, vacation 
or other problems, it can fill a 
shift with an available fire
fighter from the other district. 

Robert Biscoe, the Sun City 
West fire chief, said coopera
tive agreements are in the best 
interest of both agencies. 

Reach the reporter at 
brent. whiting@arizonarepublic.com or 
(602) 444-6925. 
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PUMP UP THE -y OLUME 
' ' 

Sun City Fire Department receives new fire truc1 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

The Sun City Fire Department 
has taken delivery of, a piece of 
apparatus that will improve its fire
fighting · efficiency while also 
potentially reducing loses by . fire 
victims. 

A new state-of-the-art pumper 
will allow the department to fight 
fires with a new compressed air 
foam system, which smothers the 
fire faster and causes less damage 
to personal property than does 
water. 

"It allows us to put a blanket of 
foam over the (ire," explained Fire 
Chief Jim Sebert. "It cooks the fire 
and smothers it, preventing oxygen 
from feeding the fire." 

The foam system was developed 
to battle forest fires, according to 

· Chief Sebert. 
"We are very anxious to get it 

· into service, especially to use the 
compressed air foam system," 
Chief Sebert said. · 

Chief Sebert said the foam caus
es Jess damage than water because 
once it dries it can be easily wiped 
off. It does not soak into the prop-

. erty. The coverage area is similar to 
water. 

A crew from Sun City traveled to 
Appleton, Wis., in late May to 
accept delivery of the $365,000 
pumper truck, manufactured by 
Pierce Manufacturing. The truck 
has an expected life-of 15 years. 

The district made a $207,846.33 
down payment and received a 
$35,000 trade-in for its previous 
pumper. 

"We are getting significantly 
more on trade-in than any other 

b JEREMY PEARLMAN/Independent Newspapel 
, Photo Y en delivery of a new pumper true 

The Sun City Fire Department has tak . Appleton Wisc that will allo 
· M nufactunng 1n • ·' -

manufactured by P1_erce . a fficiently The truck is equipped with 
the department to fight fires more e . . . 
state-of-the-art foam suppression system. . 

pumper we have ever traded 
Chief Sebert said. "The best 
ever got before was al 
$20,000." 

The remainder of the pure) 
price will be financed at a ratt 
5.64 percent. Funds for the de 
payment came from the distri 
capital projects budget. The tr 
will be paid off in four payme 
over three years and one mo, 
according to Chief Sebert. 

Battalion chiefs Ron Gilb 
who also serves as the departme 
fleet manager, and Ken Swick 
two other fire department person 
made thejoumey to Appleton. 

"They went to the factory wi1 
set of spec ifications 60 pages 11 
to make sure the truck was ma 
factured to those specification 

Chief Sebert explained. 
"A couple of drivers were 

contracted (by the local Pierce ( 
er) to drive the vehicle back, 
continued. 

The trek back from Appletc 
Sun City served as a shaked 
trip and it "served as a nice re, 
for some of our people," accor 
to Chief Sebert. 

The truck's mechanical pe rfc 
ance on the return trip wa~ ex 
tional, Ch_ief Sebert noted. .. 
truck ran well and it served , 
good break-in for the engine,'' 
chief said. 
_ The new truck will pump \\ 

at a rate of 1,500 gal Ions 
minuie, the same as the pre\ 
pumper. 

That flow is more than adeq 
for residential fires and is suffic 
to handle commercial propertie 
Sun City, according to Chief Sel 

One of the major issues fa< 
the department over the year 
compartment space. This truck 
significantly more compartIT 
space, especially useful for sto1 
medical equipment. 

The truck is capable for carr) 
e ight people "but we typic, 
would have four or, on occasi 
five,"-Chief Sebert said. 

The cqmmunication system , 
other electronics were installed i 
week. 

Chief Sebert was optimistic 1 

the new pumper could be pres 
into service by June 19. 

No more major fire appara 
purchases are planned for three 
four years, according to Cl 
Sebert. "We try to spread out 
expense," he said. 
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Sun City Fire Departtnent 
gets 'shockillg' new equiptnent 
By JULI NESSETT 
Independent Newspapers 

The Sun C ity Fire Department 
recently received som e new 
"shocking" equipme nt. w h ich 
should make local residents wi th 
heart problems feel at ease. 

In mid-October the deparlmenl 
received a shipment of s ix new 
e lectrocardiogram/defi bri I la tors. 

Cost o f the defibri lla1ors was 
$60,000. paid for th roug h the 
de partment's capita l projects fund. 

The new equipment replaced s ix 
s imi lar machines that were up to 12 
years o ld . 

Because the department had used 
this type of equipment in the past, 
personnel did not really have 10 be 
trained . 

" We just gave lhem in-service 

tra in ing because o f the different 
placement of controls and things 
like that." sa id Battalion C hief Ken 
Swick. 

The new equipme nt fea lures 
many upg rades, like an oxygen sat
uration monito r, w hich is used to 
check if the patie nl is gelling 
e nough oxygen in their c irc ulation . 
A pacemaker is a lso part of the sys
tem 

A ltho ug h defibrillators in the 
past uti l ized paddles to deliver the 
shock. the new equipment features 
e leclrodes, w hich a re a ttache d 
directl y to the palient. 

According to Mr. Swick. the 
equipment is now interchangeable 
w ith both De l E. Webb and Boswell 
Memoria l hospital 's equipment. 

"Wh ic h is especia lly important 
with someone using the pacemake r. 

You don ' t want to stop that e ven for 
a second." he said. 

The department is a lso able to 
leave the machines at the hospita l, 
making for even more e fficient 
treatment. 

Although the acquisition o f the 
new equipme nt was costly, Mr. 
Swick says cost is not important 
w hen it comes to more efficient 
patient care. 

" To put is as simply as you can, 
pretty much everybody knows your 
brain start s to die in four m inutes. I 
m ean w ho can get to the hospital in 
fo ur minutes. Thal"s the whole rea
son pre-hospital care exists," he 
added. 

The Sun C ity Fire Department 
receives approximately 600 emer
gency medical calls a mo nth. 200 o f 
w h ich a re cardiac re lated. 

. . Photo by JULI NESSETT/lndependent Newspapers 
Sun City Fire _Department Battalion Chief Ken Swick poses for a shot with 
one _of the six electrocardiogram/defibrillators the department recently 
acquired. 
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Sun City Fire District begins 
providing service to Citrus Point 
Contract is similar to the one between Youngtown, district 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

The Sun City Fire District has 
begun providing fire and emergency 
medical services for the residents of 
Citrus Point, a subdivision located 
on the south side of Bell Road, 
across from the West Valley Art 
Museum and immediately west of 
Sun City. 

to generate about $22,000 to 
$23,000 in revenues this year, and 
about $60,000 annually at build out, 
according to Sun City Fire Chief 
Jim Sebert. No additional expenses 
will be incurred by the fire district to 
provide the service, the chief noted. 

and Be ll Road, which is two miles 
from the entrance to the Citrus Point 
Community. 

The contract has been signed by 
the Citrus Point Community 
Association and the fire district has 
billed the association for October 
and November service, Chief Sebert 
noted. 

The eventual 332-home subdivi
sion is be ing developed by Pulte 
Homes. Approximate ly 147 houses 
have been comple ted or are in vari
ous stages of construction. 

"They had approached the c ity of 
Surprise and Rura l/Metro ... and 
they approached us," explained Sun 
City Fire Chief Jim Sebert. The 
sticking point with Rural/Metro was 
the JO-mile distance to its closest 
station, located in the area of Peoria 
Avenue and Litchfield Road. 

"Pulte starts paying (for protec
tion) for lots under construction 
when combustible materials (lim
ber) are brought onto the site," 
Chief Sebert said. 

Fees imposed on each house are 
added to the mortgage payments. 

The contract with the Citrus Point 
Community Association is expected 

The Sun City Fire Department 
will furnish services from the main 
fire station located at 99th Avenue See ■ FIRE DISTRICT, Page 5 

"As long as they are paying for the ir 
houses, the money will be coming 
into the Community Association 
and we will get our money,'' the 
chief said, 

Fees are based upon the resi
dence's selling price, according to 
Chief Sebert, and are assessed at the 
fi re d istric t 's current rate -
$ 1.9956 per $ I 00 o f assessed valu
ation. 

Homes in the subdivision range 
in size from 1,000 to I ,500 square 
fee t, according to Chief Sebert. 

The contract with Citrus Point runs 
through June 30, 200 I , and is simi
lar to agreements that have provid
ed fire and EMS service to Young
town. The fire distrit:t also provides 
services to Sun City RV Storage, 
located next to C itrus Po int. 

C hief Sebe,t views the contract 
as an economic boon to the fire dis-

trict. 
"There are few opportunit ies for 

the fire district io expand its rev
enue base with Sun City being built 
out , and serving C itrus Point is one 
in which to generate additional 
income," Chief Sebert said. 

He noted the district has lost the 
bulk of the tax base provided by the 
Recreation Cente rs of Sun C ity 
faci lities as the result of recent leg
islation. The district 's expenditures 
are the refore spread among the 
community's residents. contributing 
to higher tax bills for Sun Citians. 

Bil ling will be handled by the 
Cit rus Point Community 
Associat ion. 

Once 85 percent of the subdivi
sion 's homes are sold, a homeown
e rs association can be formed and 
that HOA can apply for annexation 
into the fire district. 
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Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 
Brayton Willis Sr., seated, clerk of the Sun City Fire District board of direc
tors, signs the order annexing Youngtown into the fire district as, from left, 
the Rev. Irv Mitchell, board president; Gene Russell Youngtown mayor; Jim 
Sebert, fire chief, observe. 

Youngtown annexed into 
Sun City Fire District 
Change will take effect July 1, 2001 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

A nearly year-long attempt to 
have Youngtown annexed into the 
Sun City Fire District has resulted in 
success. , 

The fire district board of direc
tors, last week approved the annexa
tion after receiving official confir
mation from the Mar icopa County 
Board of Superv isors that the town 
met all three criteria for annexation. 

Youngtown will be official ly 
accepted into the fire district. and be 

entered onto the county tax roll, on 
July I , 2001. The county will then 
assume the burden of collecting 
taxes to offset the · cost of the fire 
service. 

A letter from Norma Risch, 
deputy clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors. indicated Youngtown ·s 
petitions contained signatur~s from 
more than one-half of the town ·s 
property -owners - 904 of 1.602 
property owners. or 56.42 percent; 
the total assessed value represented 
by signatories exceeded 50 percent 
- $6,6 17.788 out of £12,817.539 

assessed value, or 51.6 percent; and 
the signatories represented more 
than one-half of the town's qualified 
electors - 908 qualified electors 
out of I .6 10 signers for veri fication, 
or 56.4 percent. 

·'This has been an all-out effort, 
not only by residents, but the elect
ed people of Youngtown," said 
Mayor Gene Russell, who spear
headed the annexation movement. 

He thanked the fire district offi
cials . and the firefighters, who 

See ■ ANNEXATION, Page 3 



helped circulate petitions. 
"This was a team effort that 

brought forth a good result,'" he 
said. 

"We sincen;ly appreciate not 
only the concerns. but the help of 
the fire district offic ials," Mayor 
Russell continued . 'T hi~ has made 
a great impact, not only on the 
e lected officials. but the residents of 
Youngtown." 

Fire Chief Jim Sebert mentioned 
the fire district has provided fire 
and emergency service to 
Youngtown on a contractual basis 
for the last 14 years. 

"The level of service will not 
change one bit," he said. "'This is 
just a continuation of our daily rou
tine changing only in the manner it 
is financed." 

Under the present contract, resi
dential and commercial property 
owners pay the same rate of assess
ment, .00262 cents times the full 
cash value of the property. The 
town is responsible for collecting 
the fire fee. 

Once the town joins the fi re dis
trict, taxes will be assessed by the 
county. Residential and commercial 
properties are taxed at a different 
rate , based on the secondary valua
tion. 

A secondary valuation is an 
assessment of the full cash value at 

Annexation should not 
adversely affect Sun City 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Youngtown 's annexation into 
the Sun City Fire District,will not 
adversely affect Sun City resi
dents, according to Fire Chief Jim 
Sebert. 

In fac t. it may actually result in 
a slight reduction in the tax rate 
paid by Sun C ity residents .. 

Youngtown adds an assessed 
value of $12.8 17,539 to the fi re 
district's present $245 million 
assessment. 

Incl uding Youngtown in the 
district will not require the addi
tion of any new stations, person-. 
nel or equipment, Chief Sebert 
noted. That will allow the new, 
higher assessment to be divided 
among the property owners, with
out incurring significant expens
es, thereby possibly reducing the 
individual tax liabil ities. 

"We tried to look down the 

IO percent for residential property 
and 25 percent for commercial 
property. 

road and make a decision that was 
good for Sun City." Chief Sebert 
said. "Sun C ity's residents were 
our primary concern. lt had to be 
good for them. 

"Sun City is landlocked; it can
not gro~." he mentioned. That 
meant the assessment base was 
unable to grow, unless the annex
ation occurred. "The addition of 
Youngtown will provide a greater 
tax base," Chief Sebert added. 

Additionally, adding 
Youngtown to the fire district pro
vides stabilization for budgeting 
purposes. "We can now count on 
their assessment every year," the 
chief noted. Under the existing 
contractual arrangement, 
Youngtown could cancel the serv
ice, leaving the fire district look
ing for a lte rnative funding 
sources. 

·•1 think it is a good long-range 
plann ing now that this take 
place," Chief Sebert concluded. 

Until Youngtown is annexed, it 
wi ll continue to contract for service 
with the fire district. The town has 

negotiated a $280.5 16.08 contract 
with the fire district for fire and 
emergency service for 2000-2001. 
That i~ up from the current year\ 
$233.821.08. 

Official notification from the 
county of the annexati'on attem pt's 
success reversed a setback earlier 
this year for the town. 

Mayor Russell presented 166 
petition pages. bearing the signa
tures of 1.088 property owners and 
1,32 1 electors. to the fire district 
board on Jan. 4. 

However.· signers of the petitions 
did not represent more than one
half of the town 's assessed valua
tion at the time. $12.8 17 .539 
Signatures on the petitions submit
ted represented $6,252,4982. 

With the pe titions remaining 
valid until June 30, Mayor Russell 
went back to work gathering signa
tures and the effort resulted in the 
collection of signatures represent
ing nearly $450,000 in valuation. 
putting the town over the top. 

Brayton Willis Sr .. clerk of the 
fire district board. pointed out that 
Youngtown residents will be eligi
ble to seek e lection to the fire dis
trict board in 2002. 

Youngtown Counci lman Ben 
Biery praised Mayor Russell for his 
diligence and perseverance in 
achieving the annexation. 
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fax refund helps RCSC, hinders SUJ). Cit-y Fire District 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

One Sun City organization 
recently reaped an economic wind
fall while another suffered a 
financial setback as the result of a 
tax refund issued by Maricopa 
County. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City, Inc. won a three-year battle 
with the Maricopa County 
Assessor's Office and was awarded 
a refund of $76.300 plus $8,000 for 
tax years 1997, '98 and '99. 

That refund resulted in 
$12,371.78 in funding being with
held by the county to the Sun City 
Fire District. That was the fire dis
trict's share of the excess tax levied 
on the RCSC. 

"We paid our property taxes 

under protest for those three years," 
explained Harold Boudrie, RCSC 
treasurer. "We felt our properties 
were assessed too high." The county 
finally agreed. 

"We have been fighting this for 
quiet awhile," said a pleased Mr. 
Boudrie. 

However, it is not the loss of 
funding this year that has the fire 
district board of directors worried as 
the potential for reduced funding 
provided by RCSC taxes. 

A state law passed last year pro
vides a hefty property tax break for 
recreation centers in communities 
such· as Sun City. 

The legislation, which became 
effective Aug. 6, and is intended to 
provide relief for so-called "residen
tial common areas" - typically 
buildings and faci lities owned and 

maintained by non-profit homeown
ers and condominium owners 
associations. It excludes golf cours
es, however. 

Starting with tax year 2000, the 
value of each parcel will be set at a 
flat rate of $500, as opposed to tax 
rates based on the full cash value of 
each parcel. 

In Sun City, which has eight 
parcels belonging to the recreation 
centers, taxes are expected to fall 
from the current $158,583 to only 
$4,000.' . 

The Recreation Centers reduced 
assessed valuation will have to be 
made up by the other property 
owners within the Sun City Fire 
District, according to Fire Chief 
Jim Sebert. 

Fire district officials are not yet 
certain how the new legislation will 

affect the district. 
"They have not identified the 

parcels yet," said the Rev. Irvin 
Mitchell, SCFD board chairman. 

"We have a rough assessed valua
tion to work with of $251,000,000 
up from $243,000,0000 last year," 
he said as the fire district prepares 
its budget for fiscal 2000-2001. 

"What this will do to assessed 
values is difficult to say," remarked 
Chief Sebert. 

Chief Sebert is concerned about 
the double-whammy likely to be 
faced by Sun City residents -
increased fire district taxes due to 
the lowering of the rec centers' val
uation and normal inflationary 
factors that have led to annual 
increases in recent years. 

"That will not sit well with home-
owners out here," Chief Sebert. 
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Youngtown formally applies 
for fire district annexation 
Petitions now must be verified by county 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

More than a year of planning and 
work. including countless hours and 
innumerable doors knocked upon, 
yielded a satis fying result for 
Youngtown Mayor Gene Russell. 

Mayor Russell , the chief propo
nent of Youngtown 's annexation 
into the Sun City Fire District, pre
sented 166 petition pages, hearing 
the signatures of 1,088 property 
owners and 1,32 1 electors, to Fire 
Chief Jim Sebert Jan. 4. 

"In Youngtown only about one
third of valuation is from residential 
properties," Chief Sebert remarked. 
Conversely, in Sun City, residential 
properties account for about 80 per
cent of the valuation, he noted. 

" I feel we are going to make it," 
the mayor said, adding. "The coun
ty will te ll us what the correct 
information is." 

Chief Sebert was also optimistic 
that the effort will prove successfu l. 

" I really feel good about it," he 
said. " l think we are going to get a 
favorable word from the county." 

The chief mentioned that judging 
by the appearance of the hefty stack 
of petitions " ... everyone in 
Youngtown had an opportunity to 
make a decisi'on. 

" It looks a lot like the people of 
Youngtown have spoken,'' he 
added. 

The petitions will now go to the 
Maricopa County Board of 
Supervisors for veri fication. The 
county Elections Department and 
Assessor's O°ffice wi ll · also be 
involved in the process, according 
to Chief Sebert. 

"The board of supervisors must 
validate the petitions lo clear the 
way for the fire district board to 
annex Youngtown," Chief Sebert 
noted. 

The chief said he is optimistic 
that the process can be completed 
by the end of the month. 

If petition circulators are success
ful , Youngtown will go on the 
county tax roll on July I. 

In the interim, fire and emer
gency medical service will be 
provided for the town by the Sun 
City Fire District through an exist
ing contract. 

"Fire fee bi lls wi ll go out within 
two weeks to cover the final six 
months (of the contract)." said 
Lloyce Robinson, town clerk/trea
surer. 

The ex1st111 g contract is 
$233,82 1.08, so, approximately 
$116.9 IO wi ll have to be billed. 

In order for the 
annexation/boundary change to be 
fin alized, the petitions must be 
sigr'led by more than one-half of the 
town 's property owners, represent
ing more than one-half of the 
assessed property value and by more 
than one-half of the qualified elec
tors. 

Mayor Russell said he was confi
dent that all criteria would 
successfully be met. However, he 
did express some trepidation about 
the total assessed property valuation 
since commercial property owners 

Youngtown amounts to 6 to 7 
percent of the fire district revenues. 
according to Chief Sebert. 

Mayor Russell has been the lead
ing advocate of Youngtown ·s 
annexation into the fire district, 
which has heen providing fire and 
emergency medical service for the 
town for more than IO years on a 
contractual basis. 

A move into the Sun City Fire 
District would result in a lower cost 
for fire and EMS protection for res
idential property owners, while 
resulting in a higher cost for com
mercial property owners. That is 
why the commercial property own
ers have balked. 

The town could also realize sav
ings through the annexation. Under 
the present cont ract. it costs 
Youngtown approximately $ 17,000 
to administer the fire fee. the cost of 
which is passed on to the property 
owners. 

Under the present contract. resi
dent ial and commercial property 

had been less supporti ve of the 
attempt than residential property 

. owners. 
"We have the number of signa

tures of homeowners and electors. 
The only question is valuat ion:• 
Mayor Russell said. 

There are approximately 1,600 
parcels in Youngtown. including 
commercial properties. and the 
community's total assessed valua
tion is about $ 14 million. ac:cording 
to Mayor Russell. 

See ■ FIRE DISTRICT, Page 9 

owners pay the town the same rate 
of assessment. .00262 cents times 
the full cash value of the property. 

Thus, the owner of a $ 100.000 
residence pays a fee of $262. That 
could be lowered to $ 178.66 if the 
town was part of the Sun City Fire 
District. 

Those savings are based upon the 
current tax rate paid by fire district 
property owners. Sun City residents 
are paying $ 1.7866 per$ I 00 of sec
ondary valuation. according to 
Chief Jim Sebert. 

Meanwhile, a commercial estab
lishment valued at $ I 00.0(X) would 
experience an increase from $262 to 
$446.65. 

In a fire district. where taxes are 
assessed by the county. residential 
and commercial properties are taxed 
at a different rate. based on the sec
ondary valuation. 

A secondary valuation is an 
assessment of the fu ll cash value at 
10 percent f0r residential property 
and 25 percent for commercial 

property. 
Mayor Russell said collecting the 

signatures was a massive undertak
ing but well worth the effort . 

"A tremendous amount of people 
\Vere involved (in the signature 
gathering)." Mayor Russell said. 

Off-duty fire department person
nel were instrumental in gathering 
signatures. Mayor Russell noted. 

"I am so proud of the people of 
our town." the mayor added. 

He noted the annexation process 
began more than a year ago with 
meetings involving Chief Sebert 
and himself. 

"ihe c:ommunity owes you a debt 
of gratitude," Chief Sebert said to 
the mayor. "He has taken on an 
important project for businesses 
and citizens of Youngtown. to see 
that they continue to receive a very 
_va luable service.'' 

'This is a plus for everybody: · 
Chief Sebert said. "They are not 
changing the department or service. 
just how it is funded." 
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:=-ire board probes Youngtown annexation 
~l~~~~~i;u~S the number of votes cast for likely to occur by July l, 2001. great idea for our community. sented with a plaque and an 

all candidates in the last Sebert also said he is "hard- It cements a relationship with affectionate farewell at Tues-
Sun City fire officials look 

1e first tentative steps Tues
ay toward annexing Young
iwn into the Sun City Fire 
•istricl 

Under current r ules, the 
1ajority of Youngtown prop
rty owners would need to 
pprove the annexation via 
etitions, but fire board offi
ials are awaiting the fate of a 
roposed law that would 
hange those rules. 

House Bill 2102 would alter 
ne petitioning requirements 
:-om more than half of regis-
ered voters and more than 
1alf of landowners, to more 
han half of the community's 

'.lUalified electors, based on 

gubernatorial election. pressed" to find any dis- the fire district and affords day's meeting. 
advanages to annexing the best possible service at "I personally thank you for 

"We don't know which way 
it's going to go," said Sun City 
Fire Chief James Sebert. 

While the Legislature deals 
with th~ legis lation, the fire 
board and Youngtown council 
have decided to take the first 
step toward annexation - an 
"impact study" that will re
draw the district's boundaries, 
assess property values, detail 
tax rate changes and list ben
efits and disadvantages to 
both communities. 

"It's going to require a little 
more study and a little more 
concern," said Sebert, who 
added annexation is not 
feasible by this fall and more 

Youngtown - "a customer the best possible price." your service," said fire board 
and good neighbor" - which Chairman Irv Mitchell. 
has contracted with Sun City Sebert said annexation 
for fire and emergency medi- wouldn't result in a tax rate 
cal services for a decade. increase in Sun City, but join

Youngtown officials see no 
disadvantages either, and 
Youngtown residents will get 
a chance to voice their opi
nions on annexation at a 
meeting al 6:30 p.m. Thursday 
in the Youngtown clubhouse. 

"We're looking forward to 
presenting to the people the 
very best options," said 
Youngtown Cou ncilman 
Euge ne Russell. 

Annexation, he added, is "a 

ing a fi re district would result 
in one for Youngtown. 

In other action at its Tues
day meeting, the board wel
comed new membe r Edwin 
George, who replaces Cy 
Rengel. 

"Mr. George's credentials 
were excellent," said fire 
board member Brayton Willis. 

Rengel had to resign from 
the board after moving to 
Peoria recently. He was pre-

4-2!-'i'f 

Sebert said he would " never 
be able to say thank-you 
enough" to Rengel. 

Rengel first donned a fire
man's hat in 1941 and became 
chief of the fire department in 
- no joke - Burnsville, Minn. 
He had served on the Sun City 
Fire Board since 1981. 

"This is a verY fine fire de
partment," Rengel said. "And 
I say that with personal pride 
because I probably had some
thing to do with it. I've always 
had a deep respect for this 
fire department." 
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Sun City Fire District purchases new putnper 
By JOSEPH HALL 
Independent Newspapers 

In its quest to deliver the best fire 
protection possible, the Sun City 
Fire District has striven to keep its 
equipment updated and to that end, 
the district has placed an order for a 
new pumper truck. 

Funds for the $365,000 purchase 
will come from the distric t ·s capital 
projects fund. The district will use 
$250.000 from the fund as a down 
payment and the remaining 
s; 115.000 purchase price will be 

financed, according to Fire Chief 
Jim Seben. 

"We are still shopping around for 
a financier:· Chief Sebert said. "I 
have spoken with several local 
banks looking for the best intere~t 
rate." 

The district's board of directors 
decided to pursue the purchase even 
though it did not have sufficient 
cash because the pumper·s price has 
been rising sharply. 

" In the last five years the 
pumper·s price has risen over 
$ I 00,000," Chief Seben said. "Jf we 

wait until we have all the cash in the 
projects fund the price would go up 
even more. It makes sense to buy it 
now and not worry about inflation." 

Chief Sebert mentioned the 
depanment tries "to replace a major 
piece of apparatus every five years, 
to ensure quality equipment and 
service. We planned to have this 
truck in concordance to the retiring 
of our current pumper." 

The pumper, a Quantum. is man
ufactured by Pierce Manufacturing 
of Appleton. Wisc. It can pump 
I .500 gallons of water per minute. 

Pumpers normally last 15 to 20 
years, Chief Seben noted. 

The process of purchasing the 
pumper began a year ago and wi ll 
not be complete for another eight 
months, due to back orders at Pierce 
Man:.ifacturing and the time it takes 
to build the Quantum after the pur
chase is made. 

"Pierce will even customize the 
pumper to provide the level of serv
ice that we have set for our commu
nity;: Chief Seben. said. 
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1 consider serving Citrus Point 
Contract or annexation are possibilities for subdivision 
By MIKE RUSSO _; t> p j /?rt> munity located on the southside of il> being done as a courtesy 10 n:si
lndependent Newspapers / Bell Road across from the West dents. The fi re district is under no 

The developer of a subdivision 
located on a county island immedi
ately west of Sun City has asked the 
Sun City Fi re District 10 consider 
providing fi re and emergency i,erv
ices for the residential community. 

Valley An Museum. has asked the obligation to serve the area. 
Sun City Fire District to consider ·This is an opportunity for us 10 

extending services to the area on offset our costs without adding man
either a contract basis or through power or equipment.'' Chief Sebert 
annexat ion into the fire district, said. 
according 10 Fire Chief Jim Sebert. Residents of the subdivision are 

''The Sun City Fire District has aware that no fire department is 
Pulte Homes. developer of Citrus 

Point, an eventual 332-home com-
already been providing service to 
the area," the chief said. The service 

See ■ FIRE SERVICE, Page 3 . 

obligated to provide service to 
them. 

Citrus Point project manager 
Brad Kettlecamp has said residents 
were made aware of the arrange
ments before the close of escrow. 

" It was in the public report 
before they bought," he said. "We 
are obligated by law to give it to 
them" 

Based on the population estimat- · 
ed for the area at full build-out. fire 
district offic ials bel ieve the fire 
department would respond to three 
or four calls a month, Chief Sebert 
noted. 

Pulte would like to contract with 
the fire district for service like the 
town of Youngtown did before 
seeking annexation into the fi re d is
trict. "Then, when the project is 
completed, they would let the prop
erty owners make the decision on 
annexation," Chief Sebert 

explained. 
A contractual fee would have to 

be negotiated . Su::h factors as 
assessments to cover vacant lots 
and houses in various stages of con
traction would have to be consid
ered, Chief Sebert noted. 

Chief Sebert bel ieves it would be 
advantageous to current residents 
within the Sun City Fire District to 
provide service to Citrus Point. 
Whether on a contract basis or 
through annexation, revenues 
would be generated at Citrus Point 
without the need lo add any equip
ment or manpower, according to 
Chief Sebert. "We could serve the 
area out of the main fire station 
(99th Avenue and Bell Road.) It is 
only about three miles away," he 
said. 

"Most importantly. we can 
accomplish this without having to 
add any more resources,'· Chief 

Sebert added. Yet, it would generate 
additional revenue. 

The chief mentioned the fire dis
trict has very little opportunity to 
expand its revenue base because 
Sun City is rapidly being surround
ed by incorporated communities. 

Pulte informed Chief Sebert that 
c ity of Surprise is not interested in 
annexing the area, and the only 
other alternative for fi re protection 
for Citrus Point residents is con
tracting with a private firm . such as 
Rural/Metro. 

The /:irawback is Rural/Metro's 
closest station is located about a 
dozen miles, away at 11140 N. 136h 
Ave. 

Pulte would like Rural/Metro to 
site a station closer to the develop
ment but Rural/Metro is reluctant 
because of an insufficient popula
tion base to generate the required 
revenues. 

''I f Surprise really does not want 
to bring them in, we would like to 
see the annexatio n explored,'' Chief 
Sebert said. 

"Annexation is a more viable 
long-term solution for us," Chief 
Sebert said. " It allows us to better 
plan o ur budget s ince we can count 

on the revenues. 
"Also, with annexation, the tax 

would be collected by the county 
and that would savt us bill ing 
costs." 

Chief Sebert suggested a com
munity meeting to allow the resi• 
dents to ask questions. 

"We would be happy to host such 
a community meeting,'' he said. 

"We will try to reach an agree
ment with Pulte," Chief Sebert said. 

The Pulte project is about half 
complete, Chief Sebert has been 
told. 
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Tax refund helps RCSC, hinders Sun City Fire District 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

One Sun City organization 
recently reaped an economic wind
fall while another suffered a 
financial setback as the result of a 
tax refund issued by Maricopa 
County. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City, Inc. won a three-year battle 
with the Maricopa County 
Assessor 's Office and was awarded 
a refund of $76,300 plus $8,000 for 
tax years 1997, '98 and '99. 

That refund resulted in 
$12,371.78 in funding being with
held by the county to the Sun City 
Fire District. That was the fire dis
trict's share of the excess tax levied 
on the RCSC. 

"We paid our property taxes 

under protest for those three years," 
explained Harold Boudrie, RCSC 
treasurer. "We felt our properties 
were assessed too high." The county 
finally agreed. 

"We have been fighting this for 
quiet awhile," said a pleased Mr. 
Boudrie. 
· However, it is not the loss of 
funding' this year that has the fire 
district board of directors worried as 
the potential for reduced funding 
provided by RCSC taxes. 1 

A state law passed last year pro
vides a hefty property tax break for 
recreation centers in communities 
such as Sun City. 

The legislation, which became 
effective Aug. 6, and is intended to 
provide relief for so-called "residen
tial common areas" - typically 
buildings and facilities owned and 

maintained by non-profit homeown
ers and condominium owners 
associations. It excludes golf coms
es, however. 

Starting with tax year 2000, the 
value of each parcel will be set at a 
flat rate of $500, as opposed to tax 
rates based on the full cash value of 
each parcel. 

In Sun City, which has eight 
parcels belonging to the recreation 
centers, taxes are expected to fall 
from the current $158,583 to only 
$4,000. . 

The Recreation Centers reduced 
assessed valuation will have to be 
made up by the other property 
owners within the Sun City Fire 
District, according to Fire Chief 
Jim Sebert. 

Fire district officials are not yet 
certain how the new legislation will 

affect the district. 
"They have not identified the 

parcels yet... said the Rev. Irvin 
Mitchell, SCFD board chairman. 

"We have a rough assessed valua
tion to work with of $251,000,000 
up from $243,000,0000 last year," 
he said as the fire district prepares 
its budget for fiscal 2000-2001. 

"What this will do to assessed 
values is difficult to say," remarked 
Chief Sebert. 

Chief Sebert is concerned about 
the double-whammy likely to be 
faced by Sun City residents -
increased fire district taxes due to 
the lowering of the rec centers' val
uation and normal inflationary 
factors that have led to annual 
increases in recent years. 

"That will not sit well with.home-
owners out here," Chief Sebert. 
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Can others find your house? 
ADDRESS NUMBERS: 
Your life may depend on 
them someday 

GINGER SCOTT 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

For the past five years, Joe Fly. has 
worked in the Sun Cities and neighboling 
retirement communities as an indepen
dent contractor for the Daily News-Sun. 

After visiting thousands of homes in the 
area each year, Fly, who lives in Vantana 
Lakes, has noticed a lapse in some safety 
practices among residents. 

Fly noted that many homes are not 
clearly numbered - a problem when 
emergency crews need to find _a home for 
someone in need of medical attention, 
authoiities have said. 

Fly said he's observed several houses 
without a number identification, or 
addresses that aren't lighted to make it 
easier for authoiities to find at night. 

He's also seen safety doors that are dif
ficult for even the home's owner to unlock 
or open, which can make it difficult for 

people to get out if there is a fire. 
"This is a problem we face all the time," said 

Sun City Fire Chief J im Sebert. "We haven't 
found a door yet that we couldn't -get into, but 
it does slow us down." 

Sebert said a Sun City woman died a couple 
of years ago when her home caught fire and 
she wasn't able to unlock her security door in 
time. 

"I think she even had the key in her hand," 
Sebert said. "The smoke had just gotten to 
her." 

Sebert said it's important for people to feel 
safe in their homes, but they should try to find 
a balance between security and accessibility. 

The best solution is to share keys with your 
neighbors, he said. 

Firefighters do have an alternative to locate 
houses when numbers aren't visible, Sebert 
said. But anything that makes it easier to spot 
a location - such as painted numbers on the 
sidewalk or the lighted address on the house -
will allow firefighters to respond more quickly, 
he said. 

Fire stations are also equipped with large, 
detailed maps that indicate the exact locations 
of homes and businesses. 

Reporter Ginger Scott,Eiden can be reached 
by e-mail at Ginger.Scott-Eiden@thomnews.com 
or by calling 876-2522. 

Tips from the Sun City Fire 
Department on how to make it 
easier for police or firefighters to 
respond to a home emergency: 

• If an emergency occurs and 
you are expecting police or fire
fighters to arrive at your home, 
have the lights on and be ready 
to let them in your door. 

• If you have a key to your 
neighbor's house and notice ' 
police or firefighters trying to 
enter the home make them 
aware you have a key. This way 
authorities do not have to dam
age a door or window to get 
access to the house. 

• Share keys with your neigh
bors. 

• Practice unlocking security 
gates from time to time, so if 
there is a fire in your home you 
will be able to get out in time. 
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SC Fire District adopts military leave policy 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

The Sun C ity Fire District 
took a step last week to ease the 
minds and financial concerns of 
employees who may be activat
ed to serve in the mi litary. 

Heightened national security 
has led to many nationa l guard 
and military reservists being 
activated since the Sept. 11 ter
rorist attacks, including one Sun 
City firefighter. Another fire
fighter has received orde rs to 
report for active duty in 
February and three othe r Sun 
C ity Fire District employees are 
c urre ntly serving with the 
nat io nal g uard o r reserves, 
according to Fire Chief Jim 
Sebert. 

In an effort to a llay the fears 
over lost wages and benefits by 
employees who may be activat
ed, the Sun City Fire District 

board of directors unanimously 
adopted a military leave policy 
during its Dec. 18 meeting. 

The policy wil l a llow 
employees to continue receiving 
be nefits whi le on active duty 
and even be compe nsated for 
the loss in pay. 

" We would allow the employ
ees to continue with the ir bene
fits, including medical, while 
they are in the military," Chief 
Sebert said. 

"This policy wi ll basically 
a llow for seamless coverage for 
the employee and his or he r 
family. They can continue to see 
the same doctors they have 
become fam iliar with," he con
tinued. 

The other major component 
of the new policy would allow 
the fire district to make up the 
difference in the employee's pay 
between what they will receive 
on acti ve military duty and what 

they would have received on the 
job as a fire fighter. 

"Once they are activated, 
they are federal employees," 
Chief Sebert explained. They 
expe rience a s ignificant 
decrease in wages, he noted. 

The new pol icy will allow the 
fire d istrict to make up the dif
ference. 

However, before the depart
ment would have to make up 
any pay differential, the 
employee would be required to 
use all accumulated vacat ion 
and personal leave time, the 
chie f noted. 

The employee would st ill 
continue to accrue vacation and 
pe rsonal leave days while on 
act ive military duty, C hief 
Sebert noted. 

Vacations range from two to 
five weeks annually based upon 
years of service, according to 
Chief Sebert. Five is the maxi-

mum number of vacation weeks 
a d istrict employee can accrue. 
The vacations cannot be carried 
over from year to year. 

"Afte r those days are 
exhausted ... the makeup would 
occur." Chief Sebert said. 

" We want to hold onto our 
people," he stressed. " We pro
vided them with paramed ic and 
recruit training and we want to 
protec t our in vestment." 

The fire district is required to 
hold the position of activated 
military pe rsonne l for five 
years, accord ing to Chief 
Sebert. 

The new military leave policy 
is based on the c ity of Phoenix's 
policy, Chief Sebe·rt mentioned. 
Glendale has a s imilar policy, 
according to the Rev. Irvin 
Mitchel l. chairman of the SCFD 
board of directors. 
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tax rate set 
Rate rises 
a little more 
than 20 cents 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

An unexpected decline in 
assessed valuation has resulted in a 
tax rate of nearly $2 per $ I 00 of 
assessed value for residents of the 
Sun City Fire District. 

Maricopa County projected in Feb
ruary that the fire district 's assessed 
value would be $252,251,314 but 
when the assessments were releas
ed recently, the district 's assessed 
valuations totaled only $244,932,029, 
which is even less than last year's . 
figure - $245, 188,873. 

The decline forced the tax rate up I 
to $1.9956 per $100 of assessed 
value, a rise of more than 20 cents, l 

. or 11.7 percent, from last years' rate 
- $ 1.7866. On a home with a full 
cash value of $ 100,000, that would 
translate to a $ 199.56 secondary tax 

based on the current residential 
assessment ratio of IO percent. 

"We are a little disappointed," 
said Fire Chief Jim Sebert. The 
assessment reduction "caused our 
internal projected tax rate to be a lit
tle higher than expected; just under 
$2 per $100 of assessed valuation," 
according to Chief Sebert. "We 
were anticipating a tax rate of about 
$1.90 based upon the preliminary 
assessment. 

"Generally preliminary figures 
and final s are pretty accurate, but 
not this• time," the chief added. 
. Chief Sebert said he was not cer-
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lain why the di strict's assessed 
value dropped but he believes it 
may have something to do with the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City Inc., 
property being devalued. 

"We were very di sappointed,' 
Chief Sebert said. "With more prop
erties filing (assessment) appeals 
(such as the Recreation Centers). it 
is pulling a .greater burden on the 
individual homeowner," Chief 
Sebert said. 

The Sun City Fire District's 
budget for the-current fiscal year is 
$5,709, 174 . 
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Fence to be built 
at fire station to halt 
unwelcotne traffic 
Firefighter safety an issue 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

Motorists looking to shave a 
few ~ec:onds off a trip have been 
placing Sun City firefigh ters in 
Jeopardy. But they will soon 
have their ~hortcut short -c ircuil
cd. 

Fire Chief Jim Sebert has 
noticed an increase in the num
bcr of vehic lcs that have driven 
behind the main fire station at 
the corner of Bell Road and 99th 
Avcnuc 10 circumvclll the tra ffic 
light al the intersection. 

The fi re department uses the 
property for dri l ls and 10 per
fo1111 maintenance on trucks and 
other equipment. and some of 
the \COfnaws cutting through 
the 101 hav_c _come precariously 
clos_c 10 h1tt1ng lircfighlers or 
equipment, Chief Sebert noted. 

"We. have some security and 
safety issues relating 10 traffic 
passing through the back park
mg . lot," said Ed George, v ice 
chairman of the fire district \ 
govern ing board. 

" We have seen a defin ite 
increase in traffic cutting 
~hrough, especially with the 
increase traffic on Bell Road " 
Chief Sebert said. ' 

_"We have actually had people 
dnvc under the extended ladder 
lru~k while we are trying to do 
maintenance on it," he contin
ued. 

"We sec cars going through 
here every day," Mr. George 
added. "That is unacce~'table to 
us." 

Chief Sebert further 

See ■ FENCE, Page 7 
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remarked. " Wc need thal IOI for 
our train ing and we cannot put 
our firefighters in jeopardy by 
having vehicles cul through." 

device,'' he added. 
Motorists convicted of violat

ing the law are subject to a fine 
and wil l have two points tacked 
onto the driver's license. he 
noted. 

In an effort to al lcviate the 
problem. the board. during its 
Jan. 15 meeting, voted unani
mously 10 allocate $20.000 10 
install an electrically control led 
gate and fe1)ce on the property to 
keep vehicles from entering off 
of Bell Road. 

The fence. of a yet to be 
determined height , wi ll align 
with the wall of the neighboring 
APS substation, recessed about 
100 feet off Bell Road. 

The board also d iscussed the 
possibi lity of installing a fence 
along 99th Avenue to deter 
motorists but decided to sec first 
how effect i ve the Bell Road 
fence wi ll he. 

Chief Sebert bcl icv..:s a knee 
wi ll not be needed along 99th 
Avenue. 

"We get a lot of rcpcat cus
tomers... Chief S..:bcrt said. 
·'They know 1he access is there. 
so they use it. Once thc gate is 
installed, it wi ll cut down on 
their cutting through. 

"Security is an issue. hut right 
now, safety i, the i,w.:, .. Chic!' 
Sebert said. 

The activit) i, not only dan
gerous but illegal , noted Capt. 
Ron Stoner of the M aricopa 
County Sheriff's Office. 

" It is a civi l offen,c." Capt. 
Stoner said. 

·'All moving violations arc 
two points. w ith the exception of 
speeding, which is three points; 
DUI. which is eight, and aggres
sive driving and reckless driv
ing, arc al so eight points," he 
C"-plained. 

·' It has always been a prob
lem. that is why they made it a 
law," he continued. "The law is 
about IO years old." 

Capt. Ron Stoner said the 
problem of people cutting across 
private property to avoid a traf
fi c l ight is as -;crious a problem 
as " those who fail to stop at stop 
,1gns. 

Although the hoard allocated 
$20.000 - IO the project. Mr. 
George is hoping it can be 
accomplished for lc~s. 

Some prel iminary discussions 
have bc~n held with members of 
the Bell M etal Club. which has 
indicated i t may be willing to 
construct the fence for the cost 
of materials. 

"These people arc craft-;men 
and they would do a great job," 
said board member Jim 
Schmidt. 

" You cannot u,c private prop
erty to avoid a traffic: control 

Jack M cManamon, a member 
of the Bell M ..:tal Club. informed 
the fire district board that the 
club's board has yet to vote on 
the matter. but h..: felt the meas
ure would he approved. 


