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F~~~cfifl Sh~i;e-p-~ts 
By RICK GONZALEZ 

As the United States Constitution Ilicentcnnial celebration 
draws near, many people are trying to learn as much as they can 
about the Constitution. 

The Sun City/Sun City West Exchange Club is making that 
opportunity available to local residents.every day. 

The Bell Recreation Center, 99th Avenue and Ilell Road, is 
the home of the Freedom Shrine, a memorial to historical U.S. 
documents, including the U.S. Constitution. 

The Freedom Shrine was presented by the Exchange Club to 
the Bell Rec Center on Oct. 11, 1982. 

According to Truman Herr, Exchange Club member, the 
purpose of the Shririe is "to keep people up-to-date on history." 

A visit to the Shrine, which is one of over 8,000 nationwide, 
allows residents to view glass-encased copies of various docu­
ments which have played important roles in the history of our 
nation. · 

A partial list of documents includes: · 
• The Constitution. 
• The Mayflower Compact, signed by 41 male pilgrims in 

1620. · 
• The Declaration of Independence (1776). 
• George Washington's Inaugural Address. 
• The Bill of Rights. 
• George Washington's Farewell Address. 
• Thomas Jefferson's Inaugural Address (1801). 
• The Star-Spangled Banner (1814) . . 
• The Monroe-Doctrine (Dec. 2, 1823). 
• The Gettysburg Address (1863). 
• Germany's Leuer of Surrender to the United States (May 7, 

1945). 
• Japan's Letter of Surrender to the United States (Dec. 2, 

1945). 
The display is permanent, says Herr, although the documents 

are often replaced. He says the cost for the display is about 
$ 1,000. 

Anyone wishing a brochure on the documents on display 
should contact any Exchange Club member. 

The Exchange Club, says Herr, "was the first service club," 
in which the original purpose was for the exchange of services 
and goods. 

According to Herr, the club has about 4,000 to 5,000 mem­
bers nationally, with about 50 members in the Sun City/Sun 
Ci ty West group. Phoenix, Tucson and Flagstaff also have : 
chapters. . · 

The Exchange Club, says Herr, promotes education, helps 

NEWS-SUN , Sept . 6, 1981 

history on display 



• tlle' n'~y'ancl fs nown~eryacti~e in. child-abuse prevennon pro: 
I grams: . eek with speakers on various is-

. . . 1ihe club meets once a w • H dds 
sud. 1!1e club_ is ?Pedn to wt.ommee~e:;:mb~rs are always wel­

"Ladies are mv1te any 1 · 

come." . . the Exchange Club and/or the Free-For more mfonnauon on 
0 dom Shrine, contact Truman llerr at 974-321 . 

Laurie Hurd-Moore/lndependenl 

WORDS OF WISDOM. The Freedom Shrine at Bell 
Recreation Center provides area residems with an opportunity 
to view historical U.S. documems. The Shrine, sponsored by 
the Exchange Club, contains such documents as the U.S. 
Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address and others. 9-lt _ ft 



DECLARATION OF THE FREEDOM SHRINE 

The "kiosk" was dedicated to the Sun City Recreation Center, Inc. and 
community , by the Sun City and Sun City West Exchange Clubs on 
October 11, 1982. It is now a pleasure, on be~alf of the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society, to dedicate to the Sun eity Recreation Center, 
Inc., the responsibility for providing and maintaining the display of 
important freedom documents relative to: ... 

Our Nation 
The State of Arizona 
The County of Maricopa 
The Community of Sun City 

It is the intent of this effort to help the community become aware of the 
importance of our freedoms, and to strengthen citizen appreciation. 





"AMERICA TIIE BEAUTIFUL" 

0 beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain. 

America! America! 
God shed llis grace on thee, 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea. 

"GOD BLESS AMERICA" 

God Bless America 
Land that I love; 
Stand beside her 

And guide her 
Through the night 

With the light from above. 
rrom the mountains 

To the prairies 
To the ocean white with foam ; 

God Bless America 
tvly I lome Sweet Home, 

God Bless America 
My I lome Sweet Home. 

"RING TIIAT BELL" 
PROGRAl\1 

Welcome .................... Ri chard Pullen , Master of Ceremonies 
F,eedoms Foundation 

Invocation ..... ......... ........ .................. ... Pastor Ed White, Retired 
The Congregational Church of Sun City 

I lonor Guard .... .... The American Legion Post IO I of Sun City 
Martha Albano, Paul I lolt, William Privatt & James Wyckoff 

"Pledge of Allegiance" ...... ............... ......... .. ........ .... Ray Mills 
Uncle Sam freedoms Foundation 

"The National Anthem" ....... ........ .... .......... I .ucy I lays, Vocalist 
Audience Participation 

Intrndud1ons & Acknowledgment.... ...... . ....... Richard Pullen 

"America, the Beautiti.il" .... .. .. ..... ............. 1 ucy !lays, Vocalist 
Audience Participation 

Keynote Address ... .. .... ......... ........................... .. Marc Spitzer 
Commissioner of the Arizona Corporation Commiss ion 

"God Bkss America" .................. .. .......... l.u..:y I lays, Vocalist 
Audience Parti c1patinn 

/?i11g 1Jwt lie/I 
t\ •e1:)'011e f>al"!icipt1li11g 



THE RECREATION CENTERS 
OF SUN CITY, INC. 

Presents ...... . 

THE 25th ANNUAL 

"RING THAT BELL" 

Friday, July 4, 2003 

8am 

Bell Recreation Center 
DEL WEBB MEMORIAL GARDEN 



"PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANC" 

I Pledge Allegiance to the Flag 

Of the United States of America 

And to the Republic for which it stands 

One Nation, under God, indivisible 

With liberty and justice for all! 

"SPECIAL THANKS" TO: 

■ Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge -
Ray & Betty Mills 

■ Russell Dix 

■ Reverend Blase Meyer 

■ Sun City Sheriffs Posse Honor Guard 

■ Lucy Hays 

■ Jane Freeman 

■ Jerry Houston 

■ Mike Mahoney 

■ Dick Stout, Sound Engineer 

■ Bell Center Staff 

I 
"RING THAT BELL" PROGRAM 

Greeters ............ ......... ............. ......... ... Uncle Sam & Betsy Ross 
Ray & Betty Mills, Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge 

Master of Ceremonies .. ... ... .. ........... ... Russell Dix, Commander 
American Legion Post # IO I 

Honor Guard ..... ..... .. .... .......... .... . The Sun City Sheriffs Posse 

Invocation ......... .. .... ...... ..... ....... .. ...... .. ... . Reverend Blase Meyer 
St. Clement of Rome Catholic Church of Sun City 

"Pledge of Allegiance" ...... .... .. ... ... ...... .. .. .... ... .. ....... . Uncle Sam 
Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge 

"The National Anthem" .. ... .. ...... .. ..... .... .... . Lucy Hays, Vocalist 
Audience Participation 

"Freedom Shrine" ....... .. ... ..... ... ......... ... .. ....... ... .. .. Jane Freeman 
Sun Cities Historical Society 

"America, The Beautiful" ..... ..... ... ..... .. .... .. Lucy Hays, Vocalist 

Introduction of Speaker.. ... ........ .. ... Jerry Houston, Commander 
Military Order of Purple Heart, Sun Cities Chapter 691 

Keynote Speaker ......... ...... .... ......... ..... .. .. ....... .. .. Mike Mahoney 
Past Commander, Military Order of Purple Heart 

The American Legion, Veterans of Foreign War 
The Northwest Valley Veterans Association 

Benediction ...... ...... ... ...... .... .. .... .. ........... Reverend Blase Meyer 
St. Clement of Rome Catholic Church 

Retire the Colors .. ... ....... ........... ... ..... .... ........ ... .. Sun City Posse 

"God Bless America" ... .... .. .... ...... .. .... ... ... .. Lucy Hays, Vocal ist 
Audience Participation 

Ring That Bell - Everyone Participating 



Sun City's Liberty Bell was "born" in September 1975, when the Bicentennial 
Committees met to plan some of the many Sun City celebrations for our national 
birthday party. One of the objectives was to find a single event or project that would 
have permanence and significance long after the bicentennial year festivities were 
over. 

About 120 Sun Citians, representing many organizations, convened and were divided 
into 13 "brainstorming" groups. The suggestion of a Libeny Bell appeared on every 
list submitted by the groups, and later, put to the test of a newspaper poll; the Liberty 
Bell led all the other projects the Bicentennial Committees proposed. 

The DEL WEBB Company offered to underwrite the cost of the bell, and one of our 
residents came up with the idea of a metal drive, which would enable all Sun Citians 
to be a part of the project. On January 15, 1976, an estimated 1,500 residents 
contributed to the metal drive, creating a mountain of family treasures, precious 
personal mementos, wedding rings and jewelry, bric-a-brac, statuary, souvenirs from 
our country's wars, and musical instruments, to mention just a few of the varied items 
that totaled some 7,000 pounds. It was explained to the donors that any metal not 
compatible with the casting process would be used in the base of the bell. 

THEN the artists, the craftsmen, and the foundry workers took over. The metal was 
processed by a Pennsylvania foundry and sent to Asten, Holland, where the bell was 
cast, an exact replica in size and design of the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia. The 
original, however, was made by a sand cast process, which gives it a mottled surface. 
The Sun City Liberty Bell has a smoother finish because it was made by a lost wax 
and plaster casting method, treated with a sulfuric liquid to give it the same color as 
the original. 

THE LIBERTY BELL arrived in Sun City on July 5, 1976, and it was unveiled at the 
Sun Bowl on July 8th

. On November 15th it was officially dedicated and the time 
capsule in its base, containing memorabilia and messages of love from our generation 
to future generations, was scaled. 

WHEN you visit the Sun City Liberty Bell, ring it. It has a fine, strong, and free 
sound. 

WE, THE PEOPLE OF SUN CITY, ARJZONA, IN 1976, THE BICENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF OUR NATION DEDICATE THIS BELL TO HIE 

FUTURE. MAY WE WITH THE WISDOM OF THOSE WHO WROTE OUR 
CONSTITUTION, WITH TIIE FAITH OF THOSE WHO PRESSED WESTWARD IN 

COVERED WAGONS, WITH THE COURAGE OF THOSE WHO GA VE THEIR LIVES FOR 
OUR FREEDOM, BE VIGILANT THAT WE MAY PRESERVE OUR HERJTAGE. MAY 

OUR LIBERTY BELL RING OUT FOR FREEDOM IN ALL TIME TO COME. 

(Plaque a11 thefro111 afthe bell) 

TIIIS LIBERTY BELL COMMEMORATES THE UNITED STATES BICENTENNIAL SUN 
CTflAN DONATED THE METAL THE BELL WAS CAST IN ASTEN, IIOLLAND, BY 

SCHULMERICH CARILLIONS, INC. TIIE COST WAS UNDERWRrITEN BY THE DEL E. 
WEBB DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, AS A GIFT TO SUN CITY. THE TIME CAPSULE 

SEALED UNDER THIS PLAQUE IS TO BE OPENED IN THE YEAR 2026. 

(Plaque 011 the back of the bell) 



SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

February 8, 1999 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Here is a bit of history you should know. According to the Recreation Centers News for 
October, 1982, TIIE SUN CITY and SUN CITY WEST EXCHANGE CLUBS started 
a new tradition. They built a kiosk in the main entryway at Bell Center which they 
called Tiffi FREEDOM SHRINE On October 11, they dedicated it with U.S. Senator 
Barry Goldwater as the main speaker. 

This six sided kiosk displayed important documents from the history of our country 
which served to remind us of the importance of our freedom. They dedicated this Shrine 
to the Sun Cities with the intention ofhaving a celebration each year recognizing its 
purpose. 

Sometime, as the years went on, the Exchange Clubs went out of existence and the 
kiosk, with the hot Arizona sunshine beaming on the doClllllents, became badly 
stmburned. At the request of the Sun City Recreation Center our historical society 
agreed to take the responsibility of replacing the damaged doClllllents and ammging 
new displays. The Recreation Center assisted by installing a protective sun screen 
above the kiosk 

Our Vice President, Jim Hawks, has secured new docmnents and members of the Bell 
Woodworking Club made frames to fit the panels. The historical society will continue 
to plan the displays which will be changed periodically. 

It is time now to have another celebration of the Freedom Shrine. Jim Hawks, in 
cooperation with the Recreation Center has planned a special program to be held on 
February 24, 10:45 am. at the Bell Center next to the Bell Library on 99th Ave. just 
south ofBell Road in Stm City. See the accompanying flyer for details. Chairs will be 
provided for the audience. 

PLEASE JON US FOR TIIlS CELEBRATION OF OUR FREEDOM. 

Sincerely, 

({~~~ 
Phyllis Street 
President 

10801 Oakmont Dr. • Sun City, Arizona 85351 • (602) 974-2568 

~ 
to 

,_. 
'° '° '° 
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Freedom Shrine receives new look 
Rec Centers, Historical Society plan re-dedication ceremony 
By MARK CASSIO 
Independent Newspapers 

Nearly five months before July· 4, 
Sun Citians are invited to celebrate 
American freedom. 

The Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society and Recreation Centers of 
Sun City host a special ceremony 
from 10:45 a.m. to noon Feb. 24 to 
re-dedicate the Freedom Shrine out­
side Bell Recreation Center Library, 
16820 N. 99th Ave. 

The Freedom Shrine - originally 
presented to Sun Citians by the 
Exchange Clubs of the Sun Citi~s 
Oct 11, 1982, displays within its six 
glass-covered panels reproductions 
of important historical documents 

from the Revolutionary War era 
Deceased United States Sen. 

Barry Goldwater served as keynote 
speaker at the first dedication 
almost 17 years ago. 

Though the shrine's original 
design and structure were preserved 
for historical authenticity, changes 
have been made to better preserve 
its documents. 

In the past, the six-sided kiosk 
and its documents were damaged by 
constant exposure to Arizona' s 
fierce sunshine. 

Now the shrine stands protected 
beneath a large roof constructed by 
the Rec Centers. 

The Sun. Cities Area Historical 
Society has worked for the past year 

to secure new document reproduc­
tions from the National Archives to 
revamp the shrine display, said Jim 
Hawks, vice president. 

Bell Woodworking Club mem­
bers crafted six 24-inch by 36-inch 
frames to house the shrine docu­
ments. 

Transcripts , type-written by the 
Historical Society, will be displayed 
alongside each document to clarify 
outdated language, Mr. Hawks said. 

At the · ceremony, Richard 
Hudnall, costumed in full 
Revolutionary War regalia, will 
portray ancestor William Hudnall 
of the Bedford Company Virginia 
Militia - a colonial soldier. 

The "soldier" will describe his 

equipment and life on the battle­
field's front lines. 

Mr. Hawks; Bob Briscoe, Rec 
Centers board president; and retired 
Brigadier Gen. Rob Wtlliams of the . 
Phoenix Chapter of the Freedoms 
Foundation at Valley Forge, will 
address the audience, too. 

The program also includes music . 
by Dutch Schultz. 

Chairs will be available for cele­
bration participants. 

. The event is sponsored by the 
Historical Society and Rec Centers 
in conjunction with the Phoenix 
Freedoms Foundation. 

The Historical Society will peri­
odically change the shrine's docu­
ments to freshen the display, Mr. 
Hawks said. 
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ATTIRED IN FULl. REVOLUTIONARi . 
WAR REGALIA .HE Wll.t DESCRIBE · 
HIS EQUIPMENT AS WELL AS LIFE , --

, 

ON THE BA TTLEFIELO. 
.~ , j 

.. ·i :? 
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' ' r·.,, 
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S,ONSORED BY THE SUN CITIES AREA. HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANO THE 
RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CIT'I IN COLLABORATION WITH THE PHOENIX 

• I 

AREA CHAPTER, FREEDOMS FOUNDATION AT VALLEY FORGE 
. . 
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Signers. story misleading 
Dear Ann Landers: Last 

July 4th. you printed an inspi­
rational essay about what 
happened to the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence. 
The writer said five signers 
were captured by the British 
as traitors and tortured before 
they died. Twelve had their 
homes ransacked and burned. 
Two lost their sons in the war, 
and another had two sons 
captured. Nine of the 56 
fought and died from wounds 
or the hardships of the war. 

The writer also said Carter 
Braxton lost his ships, went 
into debt and died in rags. 
Thomas McKean was forced to 
live in hiding and wound up 
poverty-stricken. Thomas Nel­
son Jr.'s home was destroyed 
when the British took it over 
as their headquarters, and 
Nelson told Washington to frre 
on it. He died bankrupt. Fran­
cis Lewis lost his home. and 
his wife was jailed. John Hart's 
fields were destroyed, and he 
died heartbroken. 

The essay brought a tear to 
my eye. Unfortunately, a lot of 
the information in it was incor­
rect or misleading. Here's what 
the facts say: 

No signer was killed out­
right by the British, and only 
one, Richard Stockton, is said 
to have been imprisoned solely 
for having signed the Declara­
tion of Independence. The oth­
ers were captured while fight­
ing in the army and were 
u·eated just like any other pris­
oner of war (which was fairly 
harsh). but they were not tor­
tured. Of the 56 signers, 17 
(not nine) held commissions in 
the a.imy or did medical duty 
during the war. Many of those 
whose property was looted or 
destroyed managed to re­
establish themselves finan­
cially after the war. 

Carter Braxton did suffer 
financial hardship because of 
the British, but he retained 
other holdings. What ruined 
him were commercial setbacks 
after the war. Thomas McKean 
did not die in poverty. In fact, 
he was quite wealthy when he 
died at the age of 83 in 1817. 
No one knows for sure if 

Thomas Nelson's home was 
fired upon (the source of this 
story is family legend). but I 
heard the home was turned 
into a tourist attraction after 
the war, and additional can­
nonball holes were added for 
"authenticity." 

The other facts are essen­
tially correct, but give the 
impression that these men 
died as a result of wounds suf­
fered in the war, or they died 
in poverty. In reality, the 
majority survived the war and 
rebuilt their fortunes. 

The signers of the Declara­
tion of Independence knew 
they could have been targeted 
by th'e British as traitors. They 
showed tremendous courage 
and bravery by willingly put­
ting their names on a docu­
ment that could bring about 
their deaths. They were 
remarkable men. We do not 
need to embellish the truth. -
History Buff in Dallas 

Dear History Buff: Thartk 
you for your excellent 
research. You were not the 
only one to tell me that the 
facts presented in my column 
were misleading. There was 
also some controversy about 
the author. Some readers 
insisted the origin al piece was 
written by the father of Rush 
Limbaugh J r. (Rush Sr.) dur­
ing World War II. 

Another said the author 
was Peter McWilliams. a liber­
tarian writer. Several said the 
true au thor is Gary Hildreth of 
Erie, Pa. 

So, dear readers , those who 
want the entire history lesson 
can look up the facts at the 
local library or on the Internet. 
I've done my part. 

To find out more about Ann 
Landers and read her pcist col­
umns, visit Creators Syndicate 
web page: www.creators. com 



DECLARATION OF THE FREEDOM SHRINE 

The "kiosk" was dedicated to the Sun City Recreation Center, Inc. and 
community , by the Sun Cfty and Sun City West Exchange Clubs on 
October 11, 1982. It is now a pleasure, on behalf of the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society, to dedicate to the Sun eity Recreation Center, 
Inc., the responsibility for providing and maintaining the display of 
important freedom documents relative to: 

Our Nation 
The State of Arizona 
The County of Maricopa 
The Community of Sun City 

It is the intent of this effort to help the community become aware of the 
importance of our freedoms, and to strengthen citizen appreciation. 

Sun Cities' Area Historical Society 

President 67~~ ;f ~ 

Vice Presid~ _,.; c{ ~,u,_,.4,__,) 
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Freedom Shrine shines 
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Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun 

Jim Hawks and Phyllis Street of the Sun Cities Area Historical Society replace documents in the Freedom 
Shrine kiosk at Bell Recreation Center. A dedication celebration took place at l 0 :45 this morning outside the 
Bell Library. 

, 
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-Refurbished 
kiosk houses 
historic documents 
By JEFF OWENS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Founding Fathers sought a 
more perfect Union. 

Mostly satisfied with the Union, 
Jim Hawks of the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society sought a more 
perfect kiosk at the entrance to the 
Bell Library. 

After much hard work on his part, 
the large white kiosk - dubbed "The 
Freedom Shrine" . is being reded­
icated today at a 10:45 a.m. ceremony 
by members of the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society and Recreation 
Centers of Sun City. 

The 16-year-old kiosk suffered 
years of neglect and sun, but has 
been refurbished with copies of 
some of America's most famous and 
cherished· documents, plus a few 
which aren't as famous but are no 
less historic and interesting. 

It's like having a little slice of the 
National Archives right here in Sun 
City: Hawks has fitted the Freedom 
Shrine with copies of a first draft of 
the U.S. Constitution, Arizona's 1912 
women's suffrage amendment and 
governor's proclamation, the Decla­
ration of Independence, the Articles 
of Confederation, the Bill of Rights, 
the Japanese surrender of 1945, and 
two documents from the Confedera­
tion Congress of the 1780s. 

Plans call for new documents to be 
posted every six months. Hawks has 
already collected enough archival 
material for 18 panels - enough to 
last more than a year. 

The documents are mounted under 
glass on the hexagonal kiosk's six 
panels. 

Hawks, vice president of the His­
torical Society, said his goal was to 
make the display more interesting. 

"I'm going to try to get some things 
a lot of people have never seen." 

Many probably haven't seen doc• 
uments sucli as those from the Con­
federation Congress or the World 
._ W WWW -

War II Japanese surrender. Hawks 
said he plans to display co.pies of the 

/ Mayflower Compact, Abraham Lin­
coln's Gettysburg Address and the 
presidential oath of office. 

There will be some local color too, 
because Hawks said he felt that old 
state, county and even Sun City 
tlocuments would be of interest to 
area residents. Imagine the Rec 
Center bylaws posted elegantly next 
to George Washington's farewell ad­
dress. 

Because of the archaic language, 
syn~ 8:nd penmanship, Hawks has 

provided "translations" for several 
of the more difficult to read docu­
ments. 

"When I first got involved with 
this, I thought it would be easy," he 
said with a slight laugh. "It's not." 

Renovating the kiosk was a joint 
venture - the Historical Society 
provided the documents, and the 
Rec Centers footed the bill. 

Rec Centers President Bob Briscoe 
said it was a pleasure. 

"They did an excellent job," Bris­
coe said. "I think it's really nice. 
The~put _!!_lot of time and efTo!1 into 
it. I don't think a lot of people are 
aware of it, but it's a nice little gift, 
basically, from the Historical Soci­
ety." 

The Freedom Shrine was origi­
nally dedicated on Oct. 11, 1982 by 
guest speaker Sen. Barry Goldwater. 
It was built by the now-defunct Sun 
City and Sun City West Exchange 
clubs. After that, the kiosk fell into 
disrepair in the Arizona heat. 

"It just sat there and got sun­
burned," Hawks said. "It was looking 
pretty tired." 
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Historians re-dedicate Freedom Shrine 

. 
t 

As Sousa marches resounded, Phyl• 
lis Street and Jim Hawks (I.) of the 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
and Bob Briscoe, president of Sun 
City Recreation Centers, greeted Sun 
Cltians who came to celebrate the 
rededication of the Freedom Shrine 
In the Bell Center. At left, Richard 
Hudnall stands at attention as he 
portrays a Colonial soldier. 
Photos, Dorothy Steck 

documents in glass paneled cases 
were sun-damaged, and it was 
necessary to restore, replace, pro­
tect them and "re-dedicate the 
Shrine that is a reminder of the 
freedom in our country." 

Unexpectedly, invited students 
By Dorothy Steck from Peoria School District ar-

On Feb. 24, the Sun Cities rived, and it gave double mean-
. Area Historical Society re-dedj- ing to the ceremony with speak­

cated the Freedom Shrine con- ers focusing on the Constitution 
taining copies of historical docu- written in ~he past and the re­
ments in a kiosk located in Bell sponsibility of students in up­
Center. Sun Citians came to the holding it in the future. Brig. 
re-dedication celebration and to Gen. (ret.) Bob Williams and 
see the new sun screen over the Bob Briscoe, Pres. of the SC 
kiosk 1}lat will protect the docu- Recreation Centers, encouraged 
ments form· the sun. · students to maintain freedoms 

After Pres. Phyllis Street wel- written in the Constitution. 
corned everyone, John Hawks Another highlight of the event 
explained why a re-dedication . 
was indicated. Over the years, the See FR.EED~ge D4 

FREEDOM: Shrine Re-dedication, .from Page DI 

was Richard Hudnall portraying 
a Colonial Soldier. Hudnall was 
attired in full Revolutionary War 
regalia and described the uni­
form, life and times of a front 
line soldier. 

The Freedom -Shrine was pre­
sented to SC by the Exchange 
Club of the Sun Cities in October 
1992. The Historical Society will 
continue to plan displays which 
will be changed periodically. 



56 men of 'undaunted resolution' 
T he actual signing of 

the Declaration of 
In _:-_'.,endence oc­

curred Aug. 2, 1776, near ly 
a month after the SO-odd 
de legates of the 13 Ameri­
can colonies had ham­
mered out the precise 
wording of the astonish­
ing ly eloquent statement 
orig inally penned by 
Thomas J e ffe rson. 

William Elle ry, a con­
gressional delegate from 
Rhode Is land, climbed up 
to a position where he 
could see the faces of each 
of his fellow members of 
the Second Continental 
Congress as they s igned 
the ir names to "The unani­
mous Declaration of the 
thirteen united States of 
America." 

" I was dete rmined to see 
how they all. looked as 
they s igned what might be 
their death war ran ts," El­
le ry wrote. 

"Undaunted resolution," 
Elle ry observed, was evi­
dent on every counte­
nance. The president of 
the Congress, J ohn Han-

Georgia 

Button Gwinnett 

cock, made certa in that 
the imp ressive flou1·ish of 
his s ignature would not be 
missed: "John Bull can 
read my na me without 
spectacles, and may now 
double his reward of 500 
pounds on m y head." 

By signing the Declara­
tion tha t they had ap­
p roved on July 4, 1776 -
225 yea rs ago today - the 
56 men of the 13 now-for­
mer colonies did in fact 
place their livelihoods, if 
not their lives, in consider­
able peril. Over the course 
of the lengthy conflict to 
come with Great Britain, 
many of t:,,c s igners of the 
Declaratio!~ of Independ­
ence wot· 1~, lose their 
lands, thei • .fortunes and 
their freedom . Several 
paid for their r ebellion 
with imprisonment. One, 
Francis Lewis of New 
York, would lose his wife, 
whose health failed upon 
he r imprisonment by the 
British. Many of them 
would loan fortunes to the 
cause, money that few of 
them ever would.see 
again. 

Fast-for ward to modern 
times. 

Bnt1,h ho1 n. the 111erc1111,1I Gw1rllH!tl w,1s 
11,1111ed governo, ol Georg1,1 m 1///. which 
111cluclecl cor11111.i1HI ol the ,;t,1 t1! 11 111111,1 
Al ter order111r~ ,..1 ch'ld~tw11 o:; Horid.i 
c.1m1M1,~n .1gJ111<'.,t lhe Hrilt·.h. Cw111rll'tl w,l') 
p11hlicly dr,i1m1111:efl tiy ,1 w•icr.il ol r:r,01g1.1 
lroo1,•, lhc two lo11ghl ,, <111!'1. ,111<! htolh 
we1t! wc,urult•d. Cwir11lt'll r11o•~t •,1•v,·,,.ly t IP. 
clwd II cl.1•t, f.tli·r ,11 ,i.:1· I,' 

A year ago at this time, 
scandal brewed over the 
his torical accuracy of sev­
eral accounts of the s ign­
ers ' fa tes. A columnis t for 
the Boston Globe was 
suspended for not inform­
ing r eaders that some of 
the material he used for 
his column had come from 
depictions of the s igners 
that he found on the Inter ­
net. And radio commenta­
tor s Rush Limbaugh and 
Paul Harvey: took heat 
from several historians · 
who debated their charac­
te rizations of eyents. 

A consequence of that 
teapot tempest las t year 
appears to be a troubling, 
essentially uninformed, 
belief that few of the 
brave s igners of the Dec­
laration actually suffered 
dep ravation for the ir 
cause, that by and large 
they were landed Ameri­
can "aristocrats," many of 
whom profited from the 
Revolution. 

In fact, some did earn 
money from the war. But 

many more of the signers 
suffered great loss as a re­
sult of the ir commitment 
to the new na tion. 

To he lp set the record 
straight, The Republic ex­
amined the biographies of 
the signe rs of the Declara­
tion. Below is a list of 
signers who truly did en­
dure hardship for their act 
of rebellion agains t King 
George III with their sig­
natures. We should credit 
for their assistance the li­
brarians of the Phoenix 
Public Library and Audrey 
Fischer of the Library of 
Congress in Washington, 
D.C. 

Further, we referred to 
the World Boqk Encyclope­
d ia; Our Nation's Great 
Heritage by Donald E. 
Cooke; Signers of the Dec­
laration, a historical ac­
count prepared by the 
United States Department 
of the Interior and edited 
by Robert G. Ferris in 
1973; and Framers of the 

Const itution·, a publication 
commissioned by the Na­
tiona l Archives Trust 
Board and edited in 1986 
by James H. Charleton, 
Robert G. Fe r r is and Mary 
C. Ryan. 

As much as the Constitu­
tion its elf, the Declaration 
of Independence is a mas­
terful expression of the 
American perspec tive. 

From its mesmerizing 
opening s tatement -
"When in the Course of hu­
man events it becomes 
necessary for one people 
to dissolve the political 
bands which have con­
nected them with another 
... " - to its emphatic pro­
nouncement of "self-evi­
dent" truths - "that all 
men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Lib­
erty and the Pursuit of 

Happiness'" - to its heroic 
conclusion that "we mutu­
a lly pledge to each other 
our Lives, our Fortunes 
and our sacred Honor," the 
Declaration is a document 
for the ages. 

It was an expression of 
democra tic freedom and 
the pursuit of justice tha t 
has proved well worth 
fighting for. 

-----•-----

T his editorial was 
researched and written 
by Doug MacEachern. 

Ed itorials represent the opinion 
of the newspaper. whose 
Editorial Board consists of 
Keven Ann Wi lley. Phil Boas. 
Richard de Uriarte. Jennifer 
Dokes. Kathleen lngley. 
MacEachern. Joel Nilsson. 
0. Ricardo Pimentel, Robert 
Robb, Laurie Roberts. Paul 
Schatt, Linda Valdez. Ken 
Western and Steve Benson. 



(Qi Button Gwinnett 
ll11hsh IJ0111. lhe 111erc1111~I Gwlll11PII w,,~ 
11~11wcl gov1•rno, ot Georgi., 111177/. which 
111clucted command of Ille sl.1lc m,lrt,a 
Alter o,de1111g a disastrous rior1da 
ramp;11r,11 .,gamst the B11!1sh. Gwrrmett was 
publicly denounced by a general of Georgia 
hoop~. The two !ought a duel. and both 
were wounded. Gw,nnetl most severely He 
died II days later at age 42. 

0 Lyman Hall 
In 1778. British troops leveled his rice 
plantation and terrorrzed his family. 

.i 

North Carolina 

0 

G 

William Hooper 
Having b.!re!y escaped capture as a British raiding 
party descended on his Wilmington. N.C .. farm 
in 1780, Hooper watched th~ troops raze his 
property. 

Joseph Hewes 
A reluctant signer of the Declaration. Hewes nevertheless 
threw himself into the cause once the war began, working 
12 to 14 hours daily to help George Washington plan his 
campaigns and to help create a Continental Navy. He 
collapsed and died in autumn 1779 at age 49. 

South Carolina 

0 Edward Rutledge 
An artillery officer m the South Carohna militia, Rutledge 

· was captured in defense of Charleston. After months as a 
prisoner of war, Rutledge and a number of other prominent 
locals were herded onto a ship and sent ott to a military 
prison in Florida, where he stayed more than a year. 
Rutledge's mother also was arrested for.a time by the British. 

Q Thomas Heyward Jr. 
• A Charleston judge and farmer. Heyward in 1779 sentenced 

convicted traitors to hanging shortly before donning his uniform 
to go light. An artillery olfteer with Rutledge. Heyward was seriously 
wounded and taken prisoner with Rutledge. He also was sent to 
the Florida prison. His plantation, meanwhile, was burned to the 
ground, and his wile died before his release. 

0 Arthur Middleton 
Also captured by the British during the battle of Charleston. Middleton, • 
like his fellow South Carolinian signers. also saw his plantation razed. 

Virginia 

0 Thomas Nelson Jr. 
A b11gad1e1 general of lhc Virginia mrhlia, Nelson parlic1pated in the 
enc11cle,11ent of Cornwallis at Yorktown Durrng the siege. Nelson noticed 
thal hrs own arl,llery w.is avo1drng linng on hrs seized mansion. out of 
respect tor theu commanding olhcer. Nelson himsell rs ~aid to have 
directed lue on hr~ house. killing two B11tish officers. 

Carter Braxton 
fl w,•,rlllry ·,l1111p1111: 111.11:11,1I,• l11)111 K111g Wrtlr.1111 Co11111y. 1!1.,xto11 to~t 
1H'.11ly ""'''Y 1J111• ot hi\ 1111·1cl1~11I '.h,p•, lo :.11,~111,: or, .1pl1111• hy llll' 
1111!1•,h lho11j'h <11•1•plv 111 th•hl ,11!1•1 lhr• w.11 ht> n,11!11u1ed lo ',1•1vr'111 

George Clymer 
His home sacked in autumn 177 / and hrs Chesler County. Pa . eslate 
destroyed. Clymer nevertheless conlrnu,'<l work with Congress. 111cl11dmg 
some da11gc1011s 111lrll1ge11ce r,athe11111: 1 hough 1c11derccl pc11111ic",~. he 
hc•ltX'd fellow s1g11••1 llot~•r t Mor W , e·,1,rlrll'olr tll!• yuu11P, 11aho11·:, l11•,I 
11,1!1011JI h,111k, Ille 1l,111k ol Nu, lh l\m,•11< ,I 

6D 

Philip Livingston . 
A landed member of the gentry, Livingston's 150.000·acre New York country estate was seized 
by the British. Despite hrs loss. Livingston contrnued funneling money for the war to Congress. 
The strain took its toll on him. however. He died less than two years after signing the Declaration. 
in York. Pa .. where Congress had fled to escape the Redcoats. 

I 

Francis Lewis 
In hes lile, Welsh-born I ewis had been orphaned. slnpwrecked oft Ireland. capturrd by Indians 
in the French and Indian War and. as a result, 11np11soned tor seven years 111 rrance. He 
ncveithcless got nch in !he merchaudise business in New York and rel11ed to pubhc service by 
aP,e 52. He was a le~d,ng opponent of the Britrsh S1.1rnp l\cl a11d other rcslrictrve colorn~l laws 
Sr.11cely .1 month alter s1p.n111g !he Dl'cbrat ,011. tlw 0111,~h burned down hrs lra111bome home 
111 whal ,s now nushing. N.Y Tl1cy lhrew lus w,te 111!0 a r111lrl.11y prison. where sh,' cx1slcd w1ll1 
n n r h ;Hl0(1 nl r lnlhl\.;: "Inn'"' ht"''"' ,.,n,,thr <:;h ... ; , ,,.,., .. 1 .... . , , .. -. ft,..,.,. . . ... , ........... .. , .... ··- .. ., I • • ·• 
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Joseph Hewes 
A 11•h1Lla11I ~11:11c1 ol llll' Dccl;,ra11011. llcwe!, 11cver1hclc!,~ 
1111,·w hrrn,rl1 i11l0 the cause 011cc 1hr war h<!gan. working 
!? lo M hours da,ty 1o help George Wa~hi11gton plan hrs 
ca111p;11g11s anc11o hrlp create a Conhnen1al Navy. He 
tallap,cd and died 111 a11111mn 1779 ;11 age 49. 

South Carolina 

Edward Rutledie 
An ar11llery officer in 1he South Carolina militia, Rutledge 
was cap1ured ir, de1ense ol Charleston. After months as a 
prisoner of war. Rutledge and a number of other prominent 
locals were herded onto a ship and sent off to a military 
prison in Florida. where he stayed more than a year. 
Rutledge's mother also was arrested for_a time by the British. 

Thomas Heyward Jr. 
A Charles1on judge and farmer. Heyward in 1779 sentenced 
convicted traitoc; to hanging shortly before donning his uniform 
1o go fight. An artillery officer with Rutledge, Heyward was seriously 
wounded and taken prisoner with Rutledge. He also was sent to 
1he Florida prison. His plantation. meanwhile. was burned to the 
ground. and his wife died before his release. 

@ Arthur Middleton 
Also cap1ured by 1he Bri1ish during 1he battle of Charleston, Middle1on. 
like his fellow Sou1h Carolinian signers. also saw his plantatron razed. 

Virginia 

Thomas Nelson Jr. 
A brrgad,er general of the Virginia militia. Nelson participated in the 
encirclement of Cornwallis at Yorktown. During the siege, Nelson noticed 
that hrs own artillery was avoiding firing on his seized mansion, out of 
respect for their commanding officer. Nelson himself is said to have 
directed fire on his house. killing two British officers. 

Carter Braxton 
A wealthy shipping magnate from King William County. Braxton lost 
nearly every one of his merchant ships to sinking or capture by the 
Brrtish. Though deeply in debt after the war. he continued to serve· in 
the Virginia Legislature until he died of a stroke in 1797 at age 61. 

Pennsylvania 

Robert Morris 
A wealthy financier and shipping tycoon Morris lost more than 100 ships 
in the war and barely managed to · ·nkruptcy. Still, he kept funds 
flowing 11110 the government throug, , ,· war_. Living dangerously. Morr is 
often barely eluded capture during r11,w11ght rrdes to meet European 
agents ,n dark taverns. He persuaded the French to contribute more than 
S,?00.000 to the revolu1ion and personally issued more 1han $1 million 
111 ucd,11o the cause. In 1798. hrs l111anc1al house of cards at las1 collapsed. 
,Jll(I hr ~pen! more than two years 111 deilturs p11son 111 Philadelphia. He 
:,pent in, la'.,i year~ Prnbr11errd and l1v111P, on .1 rnragcr annu11y brlo,r 
r1y,11r. 111 1806 ,11 ;,ge 7:>. 

(ij) John Morton 
Crur.,d,•1,•d .11,a,10, hi' loy;,h•,I l',•1111,ytv,1111.1 (,)11,1k,•rs. Mor ion was lilt' 
111',I :,11:11<·1 1,, d 11·. 111 April ll /7. H'porh•dly ol ,i levr, 1cs11ll1ng 110111 
d('pll'','.,111/l OVf'I ll'II'( IIOII hy 111', 111('1\(I•. :.1111. 111!, <fy111g WOid~ •. ,llLOl{il llJ! 

IIJ br111!v. v,1 •11 • ~1('11 t l1Mn ll1,1I lllt·y ·.II.di ,II r1 11)wft•dgc' 11 10 h,IV(' IH'('I) 

1!w 1110' ,1 j'IOIIPII', ' ,1 ' 1\- 11 1' 111.11 I('\11 '11,·11d,·1t•1: lo 1ny I OIJ!tl1v ~ 

George Clymer , 
His home sacked in autumn 1777 and his Chester County, Pa., estate 
destroyed, Clymer nevertheless continued work with Congress.' including 
some dangerous intelligence gathering. Though rendered pennrless, he 
helped fellow signer Robert Morris establish the young nation's first 
national bank, the Bank of North America. 

Delaware 

Thomas McKean 
Wrote McKean to John Adams in 1777: ·1 was hun1ed like a fox by the 
enemy and compelled to remove my family live times in a 1ew months." 
Eventually, McKean. the chief administrator o1 Delaware state government, 
found refuge in a log cabin JOO miles from his home. Afterward. he would 
serve as the president o1 Congress under 1he Ar1rcles o1 Con1edera1ion 
and. alter moving lo Pennsylvania. as chrel justice lor thal slate. 

New York 

William Floyd 
The 13r1t1~h ~Cl7!'0 I loyd\ l.111lllng eslalr ,n Sullolk Co11n1\'. N.Y. 111 aulumn 
ol Il76 aud alluwrd lo, al ( l(1w11 loy,1i,<,t s lo plunder hr~"'·" l1111l'1y ,,11d 
llv<• .... tot k He ;rnd 111~ IJ1;11ly would 110 ! 1et11111101 IIH' ◄~11111 1 :,Pv, ·n v1-.11 ~ 

o1 lht'.I w,11. l)p•,p11t• th10..,. h<• c rn1l1111wd · ,<'11-1111, 1 111 Coi11~1p:-.•, ,1'., 'Nl'II a· 111 

lhr· ·J,1l1· '.w1,,1!1• ol Nt•w Yrn , 

4D Philip Livingston 
A landed member of the gentry, L,vingston·s 150.000-acre New York country estate was seized 
by the British. Despite his _loss. L1vings1on c_ontinued funneling money tor th_e war to Congress. 
The strain took its toll on him, however. He died less than two years after s1gnrng fhe Declara11on. 
in York, Pa., where Congress had fled to escape the Redcoats. 

Francis Lewi~ . 
In his life, Welsh-born Lewis had been orphaned, shipwrecked off Ireland, captured by Indians 
in the French and Indian War and. as a resul1, imprisoned for seven years in France. He . 
nevertheless got rich in the merchandise busi_ness in New York and retired to public service by 
age 52. He was a leading opponent o1 the Brrtrsh Stamp_ Act and other restrrctrve colonral laws. 
Scarcely a month after signing the Declarat ion, the Brrt,sh_burned down hrs handsome home 
in what is now Flushing, N.Y. They threw hrs w11e rnto a m1htary prrson. where she existed with 
no change of clothes and no bed for mo_nths. She died shortly after her release two years later. 
His livelihood wrecked, a pennrless Lewis nevertheless helped manage the Continental Army 
supply system through his service in Congress. 

Lewis Morris 
A militia officer during the war. Morris' Westchester County estate_ was sacked and bur~ed 
almost immediately after the signing. Nevertheless. he restored hrs estate after the wars end 
and managed it while serving in the New York Senate untrl hrs death rn 1798 at age 71. 

New Jersey 

Richard Stockton 
After having rushed his family out of harm's way horn 1herr Princeton. N.J .. mansion. which was 
sacked and burned. St0ckton wa~ on h1~ way back to Philadelphia when he was betrayed by 
loyalists a11d captured. He was imp, 1soned. lrcquently beaten and nearly slarved. Released rn 
poor health dur ing a p11sone1 exrh,rnge. Slockton died an rnvalrd 1111781 

John Hart . 
Hes~1an 11,e1cen;11,es sc11er1 Harl'!. t;11n, ,,.,;i, l1enlo11. N.J l hey looter1 ,111d bw 11rd hrs l>ome. 
nwdr oil w,lh h" hves1ock a11r1 dt· '., lrnynf hr~ g11,,I 1111115 /llrrady 1:1avely 111, H,11I ~ writ· ,f,rr1 
soon .11h~1w.11(1, :111<1 t!1011 13 r luldrt•n w1 ·11• •,f , 11lt•1N1 among v,111011:, 11r1gt1bo1~. :m<1 f11t•nd'.,. 
Atli•, 11111•1' y,•a1 •, ol l,v,ng on IIH' 11 111.111<1 ·.l1•1·p1111: 111 h.11 11,,. li.11I\ own hP.1llh qwdly h(j;:111 
lo l.11I. ,11111 hr cf11•d ,ll ·11''' 1,8 111 Ii / ' I 
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Community bell ceremony a symbol and a t_~adition 
By Bret McKeand 
Independent Newspapers 

The annual "Ring that .Bell" 
Ceremony held each year on the 
Fourth of July at Bell Recreation 
Center has 
become a time­

. honored tradi-
tion in Sun City. 

But many of 
our communi­
ty's newer resi­
dents may not 
be aware of the 
story behind 
the Liberty Bell Bret 
replica that McKeand 
stands as the 
centerpiece in Memorial Garden. 

More than just a symbol of free­
dom and democracy, Sun City's 
Liberty Bell stand_s as a shrine to 
one community's efforts to 
memorialize its founder and cele­
brate the bicentennial of its coun­
try. 

The year was 1975 and 
throughout the nation, communi­
ties such as Sun City were search­
ing for a proper and fitting way to 
mark the nation's 200th birthday. 

In Sun City, a group of commu­
nity leaders created a committee 
to come up wiU1 their own bicen­
tennial celebration. But committee 
members wanted to do something 
more than just a parade and fire­
works - they wanted something 

that would stand for years to 
come. 

Del E. Webb, the founder of 
Sun City, had just died a year 
before - ironically on July 4, I 974-
and some members of the plan­
ning group thought it fitting to tie 
some type of memorial honoring 
Webb into the bicentennial proj­
ect. 

"Del Webb had just died and a 
mood had built up in the commu­
nity that We just had to have some 
type of memorial for the man," 
recalled the late Doug Morris in a 
conversation with me in 1985. Mr. 
Moms was the longtime editor of 
the Sun City Citizen, the weekly 
newspaper that became the Inde­
pendent. 

A steering committee was 
formed and the call went out to 
the community: What type of 
memorial would work? 

A number of great ideas w ere 
returned, but the most popular 
suggestion revolved around a 

accessib le to the public. 
The Del Webb Corp. agreed to 

underwrite 'the cost of the project 
with one condition: The commu­

. nity had to supply the metal to 
make the bell. 

So, a communitywide drive 
was conducted and more than "freedom bell." 

At the time, there was only one 1,500 residents dumpe~ over 7,000 
other exact replica of the famed pounds of scrap metal m the par:k­
Philadelphia Liberty Bell and that . mg l?t of what was then Sun City 
sat in a farmer 's market in Los Stadium. 
Angeles. That and the Philadelphia The rnetal was melted down 
bell were encased in glass and not and shipped to Arsten, Holland, to 
allowed to be touched by human be cast in the same mold used to 
hands. create the original Liberty Bell (the 

Mr. Morris said' it was decided famous crack had to be put in 
early on that Sun City's Liberty Bell afterward). 
would be out in the open and The bell arrived in Sun City one 

day late - July 5, 1976 - and 
unveiled to the community during 
a ceremony held July 8 at the Sun 
Bowl. 

"Sun Citians touched it rever­
ently, and with a special kind of 
pride, because something of them 
was merged in its being," recalled 
Mr. Morris. 

Later that year the bell was per­
manently installed at Bell Center. 

The "Ring that Bell" Ceremony 
was started the next year by Mr. 
Morris. In an editorial published in 
the Citizen, Mr. Morris encouraged 
all U1ose in attendance to "ring the 
bell" to show their pride m their 
country and community. 

It's a message that 30 years later 
still rings true. 

The world has changed over 
. the past three decades, but our val­
ues and our beliefs in democracy, 
our country and our sen~e of com­
munity are stronger tl1an ever. 

This Fourth of July - and any 
day you happen to walk by our 
Liberty Bell - give that rope a tug! 
Those chimes speak volumes 
when it comes to expressing our ' 
love for the freedoms ·and values 
we hold dearly. 

Editor's note: Bret McKeand 
began working for the Indepen­
dent as a reporter in /983. He has 
served as editor and publisher 
and presently serves as publisher. 


