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Pro Shops 

The Beat the Pro event held on December 4 matched last year's 
donation total with $2,230.88 raised for the Del Web Sun Cities 
Museum. The pros battled harder than most years, allowing 50% 
of the field to "Beat the Pros:'We truly appreciate the volunteers 
t hat assisted with the event, John Dockham and Rich and Lynn 
Lybolt. Thank you also to Chris Linam and Larry Belt for helping to 
secure prizes for the event. The biggest thank you goes to all those 
that participated in making the event fun and successful.Riverview 
remains the course with the broadest selection of golf merchandise; 
however, all of our pro shops carry items that are perfect gifts for 
that special golfer in your life. We have great prices on TaylorMade, 
Ping and Titleist hats for men and a variety of hats for ladies. We con
tinue to offer custom club fittings through our teaching profession
als and have a variety of Ping G400 equipment available for use on 
the course, allowing you to try before you buy.Golf Courses 

The Willowcreek/Willowbrook project continues to move forward, 
the bidding process is complete and the winning b idder was 
Wadsworth Golf Construction. We will begin formal construction 
meetings with the Wadsworth team beginning in February 2018. 
Installation of the main line will begin March 5, 201 8 on the back 9 
ofWillowcreek, during which time the course w ill remain open. On 
March 19, 2018 the back 9 ofWillowcreek will close and work will 
begin on the irrigation lake, the greens renovation and the remain
der of the irrigation system. April 9, 201 8 is the scheduled date for 
the front 9 ofWillowcreek to close as well as Willowbrook. Plans for 
the Willowcreek/Willowbrook project are on display in the Willow
creek/ Willowbrook pro shop. Both courses will reopen following 
overseeding in 2018. 

Seasonal temperatures are still higher than average, but have 
dropped enough to push the summer bermuda into dormancy. As 
temperatures drop, the chance for morning frost increases, we ask 
for your patience during times of delays and your cooperation dur
ing periods of cart path only restrictions. Courses have begun spray
ing herbicides in rough areas to control weeds. Mowing heights 
have been lowered and near normal on all courses. 

Grounds/Lawn Bowl 

Replacement of lantana that was removed from Marinette is well 
underway. Plantings are being done with an eye towards having 
fewer, larger, mature plants, as opposed to many smaller plants. Cat
tails and reeds have been removed from the front of the Lakeview 
park Lagoons, affording a better view of the lagoons. 

We have agreed to a May 15, 2018 start date to begin the process 
offraze mowing and laser leveling of the Bell Lawn Bowl greens. 
Once leveled, the greens will be sprigged in early June 2018 allow
ing them ample time to grow-in and ready for play in the Fall 2018. 
Turf Equipment Source has been selected for the fraze mowing and 
leveling. Sprinklers on the Bell greens have been adjusted so they 
no longer hit the retractable awnings. 

Snack Shops 

Due to increasing costs, snack shop prices will be increasing January 
1, 2018. The new menu will be posted on Friday, December 22nd for 
preview. We thank you for your understanding. 

Only YOU c;an pre\rent 
ball mark da agel 

Find out how on page 22 
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Golf-fee increase approved 
By BRET McKEANO 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun City day-fee golfers will be 
paymg _higher rates when they take 
to the lmks starting this week. 

_The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City Inc. board of directors last 
week ~pproved daily fee increases 
for resident and nonresident rates 
car rentals and range balls. Th; 
new rates went into effect Nov. I. 
. Starting this month and continu
mg 'throughout the winter 
s~hedule, res idents will pay $9 for 
nm: ho_les and $ J 8 for 18 holes on 
regulation courses. Executive 

"The golfing community has said 
if money is needed then we should 
increase fees a little at a time each 
year," says Mr. Ohnstad. 

The motion was passed unani
mously and only a few Rec Center 
members expressed objections to 
the increases. 

Gene Zylstra suggested the board 
develop "special rates" for those 
who wish to golf when the courses 
are least crowded. 

"I've seen, at least during the 
summer, a lot of surrounding golf 
courses who are as cheap as we 
are," he told the board. 

"We seem to be raising fees on 
everything to meet this deficit 
we've accumulated over the years," 

course rates will be $7 for nine 
holes and $ 14 for 18 holes. 

Nonresidents will be charged 
$20 for nine holes and $30 for 18 
holes on regulation courses; $15 
for nme holes and $25 for I 8 holes 
on executive courses. 

The motion to increase golf rates 
was made by Director Dick 
Ohnstad, who said the rates were 
agreed_ upon . by the Golf 
~ommi_ttee after several months of 
d1scuss10n. He says increases are 
needed to maintain present courses 
and pay for repairs. 

See ■ GOLF FEES, Page 5 

he added. 
He suggested. rather than increase 

fees, the board should look at ways 
to trim expenditures. 

Sun Cit ian Ron Smith fears the 
continual increase fees will result in 
fewer rounds played. The new 
increases. he sa~•~- will "hurt the 
marginal golfers ... 

Other new winter rates: 

• Car rentals (per car): $9 for nine 
holes and $18 for 18 holes on both 
regulation and executive courses. 

• Daily trail fees $7 .50; pull cart 
$1.50; club rental $12.50. 

• Range balls: 75 cents for one 
dozen; $2.50 for a medium bucket. 
A 20-punch card will sell for $ I 2 
for one dozen balls, $40 for a medi
um bucket. 

New summer rates for residents 
are $5 for nine holes and $10 for 18 
holes on regulation courses; $4 for 
nine holes and $8 for 18 holes on 
executive courses. 

For nonresidents, summer rates 
will be $ 10 for nine J:ioles and $15 
for 18 holes on regulation courses; 
$8 for nine holes and $ I 2 for 18 
holes on executive courses. 
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QUAIL RUN 

Golfers celebrate 25 years of event 
Michael helped 
start tourney 

By Diana Graettinger 
SPF.CIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

She is !mown affectionate
ly as Miss Quail Run, a title 
that Fran Michael, the cata
lyst behind the annual Quail 
Run 9-hole Invitational Golf · 
Tournament, shies away 
from. 

The invitational is 25 years 
old this year. 

As in years past, the two
day event included a conti
nental breakfast each morn
ing and lunch on the last day. 
There were awards for vari
ous golf challenges and Lori 
Townsend of Lakes West 
Golf Course, 10433 W. Tal
isman Road, won the over
all event. 

Ms. Michael and a small 
group of volunteers, includ
ing fellow golfer D.J. O'Con
nor, started the tournament 
25 years ago and last week 
the two women talked about 
that early beginning. 

"If you were expecting a 
song and dance routine, I am 
here t.o tell you it ain't going to 
happen," Ms. Michael t.old the 
more than 100 women golf
ers. "I can't sing and I sure 
as heck can't dance." 

When the initial planning 
for the tournament began, 

· she was in her 60s and full 
ofenergy. 

"ln 1992, we began with 
brainstorming ideas," she. 
said. 

Back then the Quail Run 
Ladies 9-hole Golf League 
had 140 members. Today, the 
league has nearly 80 mem
bers. Ms. O'Connor was pres
ident of the league at the time. 

After the brainstorming 
session, women league mem-

Lori Townsend holds the planter she 
won during the Quail Run Invitational 
Golf Tournament. [Submitted photo/ 
Diana Graettinger) 

hers volunteered t.o plan the 
tournament. 'fhey worked 
closely with Recreation Cen
ters of Sun City employees 
and the tournament was 
born. Local golf pros offered 
sand trap and putt ing clin
ics for the women between 
tee times and lunch. Volun
teers were presented with 
white shirts with green let
tering identifying Quail Run 
Golf Course. 

"Can you believe it still fits 
after 25 years?" Ms. :t-.1ichael 
said as she proudly showed 
off her vintage weru: 

Ms. O'Connor \;hen talked 
about how the same group of 
women raised money t.o build 
the outdoor pavilion next t.o 
the club house. The women 
sent a letter in 1994 to the golf 
committee chairman at the 
time t.o request the structure. 

The women conducted raf-

Players enjoy lunch following tournament play. [Submitted photo/Diana 
Graettinger) 

fies and raised Sl,200 toward 
construction. They also de
cided that two storage units 
would be needed. The two 
original cabinets are in ex
istence today. 

"They are now used for 
st.orage for our t.ournaments," 
Ms. Michael said. 

Ms. O'Connor then praised 
her friend Fran :r-.1:ichael. 

"She will always be Ms. 
Quail Run to all of us," she 
said. "Today, we give a big 
hand t.o you." 

Women rose to their feet to 
give Ms. :r-.1:ichael a standing 
ovation. She also praised Le
nora Rector, who organized 
this year's event. 
Editor's Note: Ms. Gmettlnger is 
a Sun City resident. 

Fran Michael reviews the tournament 
and makes announcements. 
[Submitted photo/Diana Graettinger) 



Independent Newsmedia/Rusty Bradshaw 
With a pile of sand and some bare grass in the background, Sun City golfers, from left, Barbara Waltz, Steve Williams, David Masters, Bob Feeken and Bobbie 
Pelligrino discuss their petition to stop renovation at the Willow golf courses. 

~ Goiters want renovation halted 
RCSC: Willow courses need new greens due to age 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newsmedia 

Some Sun City golfers are not happy with 
the results of course renovations and are 
taking steps to try to stop major work on 

another course. 
Recreation Centers of Sun City officials 

\ fl. spent between $4 million and $6 million per 
~ course to renovate several golf facilities in 
\{) recent years, most recently Riverview Golf 

~ 
:s 
8 
4' -
0 
u 
:.J) 

LL 
::, 

Course, 16401 N. Del Webb Blvd. RCSC offi
cials are spending $565,400 this year for any 
irrigation pump station installation and lake 
renovation at Willowbrook Golf Course, 
10600 N. Boswell Blvd. That work was de
scribed as a lead-in to 2017 when RCSC 
leadership plans to spend $6.28 million on 
renovation efforts at Willowbrook and Wil
lowcreek, just adjacent. RCSC officials also 
plan to spend in 2017 $1.39 million for turf 

reductions on both courses. 
A group of Sun City golfers are circulating 

petitions to stop the renovations at the Wil
low courses. 

"I have never seen the courses in this con
dition," said Bob Feeken, a longtime resident. 
"We want to stop the renovations at Willow 
because the others have not come back to 

See Golf - Page 6 
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ment communities in the 
area. In addition, each newly 
renovated course has a set of 

playable condition as fast as parts of the irrigation system. "Play it Forward" tees, which 
was promised." Golfers argue that the allow golfers witlr diminish• 

They also believe the ren• Willow courses were reno- ing skills to play the courses 
ovations at other courses vated several years ago and from a much shorter length. 
have been done in a way that question why they need that Mr. Duthu stated golf 
makes the courses harder to work again. In response, Mr. course irrigation can be 
play for seniors, and presents Duthui only repeated the renovated without the addi· 
a physical hazard to older statements about the greens tional renovations. Howev• 
golfers. renovation. er, combining these efforts 

" l blew out my knee in a Golfers opposing the ren- are the most cost effective 
sand trap and I know others ovation also claim work has means, he added. 
who have been injured,"said been done on courses to Resident Barbara Waltz 
Bobbie Pelligrino. make them more challeng• believes the courses are 

Brian Duthu, RCSC golf ing to attract more younger harder to play for older play. 
and grounds director, stated players, including nonresi- ers, including problems on -
in an email RCSC received dent players. RCSC officials the greens. 
complaints prior to renova• believe this is an allegation "They have made them 
tion that the bunkers were made to create false outrage. so the ball does not stay on 
causing injury and needed to "The focus of the renova• the green, and they don't roll 
be updated. lions has been to modernize the greens," she said. 

"Bunkers will always be the courses to be attractive Ms. Waltz added course 
problematic for those with to future residents, while re- difficulty is affecting even 
unsure footing," he stated. maining playable for current younger players. 
"The bunkers have all been residents," Mr. Duthu stated. "I was playing in a four. 
designed for ease of entry He added RCSC courses, some behind a group of 
and exit, unfortunately we as rated by the Arizona Golf younger golfers with 3-4 
do have golfers that choose Association. remain on .::th,.e•--
to exit bunkers on the higtr 
side, and this provides un-
sure footing and can lead to 
slipping and stumbling." 

RCSC officials claim the 
main focus of work at the 
Willow courses is a new irri• • 
gation system, a key point in 
an agreement with the Arizo· 
na Department of Water Re• 
sources regarding significant 
water leakage at Viewpoint 
Lake. That agreement avoid• 
ed a $7 million to $IO mil• 
lion cost to replace the lake 
liner, which would also have 
brought a forceful smell for 
residents. 

"We have been given 
relief from our yearly water 
allotment based on our in• 
tent to optimize water usage 
by replacing the irrigation 
systems on the courses that 
were under-performin_g " Mr. 
Duthu stated in an email. 

The Willow projects will 
also reduce the acreage 
needing irrigation by con· 
verting much of the course 
perimeter to low water use 
landscaping, he added. 

Mr. Duthu acknowledged 
that work unrelated to water 
issues is planned, as all 18 
greens at Willowcreek will 
be redone because of their 
age..:.. 

ne United States Golf 
Association recommends a 
green renovation on a 25· 
year basis," Mr. Duthu stat
ed. "After a period of time 
the amount of effort to keep 
a green healthy and playable 
increases. It makes the most 
sense to renovate the greens 
at this time, so their design 
can be tied to the design of 
the new irrigation system." 

He added if RCSC officials 
chose to not renovate at this 
time, but chose to IO years 
from now, money would 
need to be spent on redoing 



handicaps," she said. "They 
told me they could not play 
Riverview" 

Golfers pposing the 
Willow rt::novation said 
they have no problem with 
younger players on Sun City 
courses, as long as they do 
not infringe on residents' 
ability to play. 

"It is irritating when out
side groups displace resident 
golfers," said Steve Williams. 

While he understands the 
desire to bring in more out
side play to help build reve
nue for Sun City course, Da
vid Masters believes that will 
come in lime. 

"Golf is waning in popu
larity right now, but I think 
golf will pick up again after 
the leading edge of the baby 
boomers comes through," 
he said. 

Ms. Pelligrino also under
stands RCSC's desire to bring 
in more golfers. 

"We know younger golf
ers can bring in more golf
ers," she said. 

But she added the golf 
course deed restrictions es
tablished when Sun City was 
built call only for the courses 
to be kept in playable condi
tion, not for full renovations. 

Mr. Masters said his con-

cern is because Sun City re
mains a strong draw to po
tential residents due to golf, 
it will affect other aspects of 
living in the community. 

"The quality of golf is 
down so much it will affect 
the quality of life in Sun City 
for years," he said. "People 
are leaving; and we came 
here to play golf. What it 
boils down to is a lack of 
knowledge and manage
ment." 
Rusty Bradahaw can be reached 

at 623-445-2725 or rbrad
shaw@newuap.com. Continue 

the discussion a.t www.your
westualley.com. 
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Submitted Photo 

Fearsome foursome 
The winning foursome of Bill Kulesh, Nick and Joe Roeschley, and Jonathan Jablonski shot 12 under 
par during the third annual Sun City Rotary Club Goff Classic May 7 at Lakes West Goff Course, 10433 
W. Talisman Road. · 
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Hitting the links 
Submitted Photo 

The annual Royal Oaks goff tournament was May 7 and more than 60 residents and employees bit 
the links. The winning foursomes received cash prizes and their names on the trophy. Winners ill Ille 
men's division: first place -Alex Thompson, Jack Leyse, John Radke (all residents), Jack Sugdlnis 
(friend of Royal Oaks); second place - Dick Jorgenson (resident starting July 1), Dick McConnell, 
Bill Moffett (residents), Lowell Robinson (staff); third place - Irwin Bell, George Berscheid, Geae 
Czarny (all residents), Jimmy Aleiander (staff). Winners In the women's division: first ptace-lOlp 
Yadro, Joan Bragdon (residents), Jan Doornbos (Priority List member), Vicki Ullery (staff); second 
place - Karen Watson, Karen Bell (residents), Judy Jorgenson (resident starting July 1), Maria 
Settlcase (staff); third place - Joan Groff, Judy Edwards, Betty Grumbling (all residents), Karen 
Schram (staff). 



SC GOLF COURSES 

Golfers face fee hike 
By KATE FLEITAS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The budget includes 
$ 14 ,256,311 in income , 
$12 ,199,943 in expenses and 
$1,780,200 in capital expendi
tures, which include a number of 
repairs to recreation center facili
ties. 

Golf fees will increase under the 
budget approved Thursday by the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City 
Board of Directors. 

The board approved the follow
ing winter fee increases: 

• $15 to $18 for residents on the 
18-hole regulation courses; $13 to 
$14 for residents on the 18-hole 
executive courses. 

• $6 to $7.50 for daily trail fees. 
• $8 to $9 for car rental on the 

9-hole regulation course. 

During the budgeting process, 
budget committee members com
piled a list of recreation facilities 
that need repairs, including the 
main line at the South golf course 
and the pagoda on Viewpoint Lake 
at Lakeview. ' 

• $15 to $18 for car rental on 
the 18-hole regulation course. 

Golf course repairs should have · 
led to increased golf fee§ over the 
years, board president Bob Briscoe 

From A1 

said. 
"What worked in the 1960s 

and 1970s isn't working today 
We're going to grab the bull by 
the horns and make corrections 
which should have been done 
over 20 years," he explained. 

Rather than increase fees, 
previous boards dipped into the 
capital reserve when they 
needed money for equipment or 
repairs. Their spending habits 
caused the capital r eserve to 
drop from more than $5.5 mil
lion in 1993 to its current level 
of a little more than $2 million, 
said Harold Boudrie, board 
treasurer. . 

People involved in the· golf 
program requested more than 

$825,000 but were given a lit
tle more than $400 ,000, 
according to the budget. Any 
non-emergency expenses , 
which exceed the budgeted 
amount, will have to come 
from the golfers, Boudrie said. 

Boudrie said the board 
· plans to review the budget 

every three months. If there is 
additional income, board mem
bers could revisit golf or any 
other expenses. 

Dick Ohnstad, the director 
who presented the motion to 
raise golf fees, said more 
money is needed to repair 
anticipated problems with a 
main line and pumps at many 
of the golf co_urses. He said the 
golf committee understands 
the need for fee increases and 

See Rec board, AS 

asked that the increases be 
made in small increments. 

"We simply have no extra 
room for cutting," he said. 

The golf fees remained con
stant for 10 years with no 
increases Annual golf cards, 
for no-fee games, were 
increased from $640 to $825 in 
1998. 

In other business, the board 
approved matching the first 
$500 contributed to the 401K 
plan by each plan participant 
in the years 1998 and 1999. 

Members of the board met 
Thursday in Sundial Audito
rium for a regular monthly 
meeting. More than 75 people 
attended. 

Golf fee 
changes 

• $1 to $1.50 for pull cart 
fees. 

• $10 to $12.50 for club 
rentals. 

• 65 cents to 75 cents for 
one dozen balls. 

• $2.30 to $2.50 for one 
medium bucket of balls (with 
the elimination of small and 
large buckets). 

• $8 to $9 for car rental 
on the 9 hole executive 
course. 

• $12 to $18 for car rental 
on the 18 hole executive 
course. i 
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Tee fee set 
(November 3, 1960) 
Establishment of year

ly unlimited-play 
greens fees and a 
schedule of increased 
daily fees to become 
effective when the Sun 
City golf course's sec
ond nine holes open 
were announced Mon
day night at the second 
organizational meeting 
of a Sun City Men's and 
Ladies' Golf Club. 
Eighty-eight golfers 

unanimously adopted a 
constitution and bylaws 
and empowered their 
organizing committee 
to present nominations 
at election meeting 
next Monday. 
The club established a 

$5-per-year dues. Non
owners and non-resi-

dents of Sun City will 
be eligible for associate 
memberships with a $5 
initiation fee and the 
same annual dues. 
All members may par

ticipate in all of the 
club's social and golf
ing activities, but the 
course will have sepa
rate rates for residents 
and non-residents, 
course manager Field
ing Abbott reported. He 
announced the follow
ing rate structure: 
For Sun Citians: year

ly family rate (husband 
and wife), unlimited 
play, $165 ; individual, 
unlimited play, $98. For 
non-residents, $235 fam
ily rates ; $140 individu
al. 

Daily greens fees from 
Nov. 1 to May 31 (with 
Sun City residents' 
rates in parentheses >: 
$1. 75 ($1.25 ) for nine 
holes, $2:50 ($1.75 ) for 
18 on weekdays ; $2.50 
( $1. 75) for nine and 
$3.50 ( $2.45 ) for 18 on 
Saturdays, . Sundays 
and holidays. 
Daily fees from June 1 

to Oct. 31 : Sl.50 ($1.25) 
for nine and $2.25 
($1.60) for 18 on week
days ; $1. 75 ( $1.25 ) for 
nine and $2.50 ( $1.75 l 
for 18 .on Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays. 
Electric carts will re

main at the $3 fee for 
nine holes and $5 for 18 
during the summer but 
will be $3.50 and $6 in 
the winter season. 
Abbott declared that 

"rates have been very
low and maintenance 
very high because of 
our non-adjoining fair
ways. It takes 1onger 
for workers to get 
around the fairways , 
they can't mow a com
mon rough between two 

·fairways, and there is 
no overlapping In wa
tering fairways." 

i n a special s upplement to the NEWS - SUN in honor of 
Above r eprinted b1·rt hday. Thursday , January 24 , 1980 s un c i t y's 20th = =-:1_;_..:,___:.. _ __ ...... ..----------- -
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Independent Newspapers/Rusty Brad&haw 
Mary Noll, front, and Brian Duthu, Recreation Centers of Sun City golf director, look out over the lake on South Go'lf Course, 11000 N. 103rd Ave., with the new foun
tains. Ms. Noll missed the fixtures in the lake and led a neighborhood effort to fund replacing them. See story on Page 2. 
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Fountains 
Continued Fro~ Page 2 

Duthu, RCSC golf director, said fount 
placed on golf course lakes that have 
urai or other man-made water circ 
However, the South lake is used fci 
tion, so has a drain and a refill spout, 
ing circulation for the water, he exp! 

"For that practical reason, they v\ 

replaced," Mr. Duthu explained. _ 
But Ms. Noll $aid the fountains 

I 
place on South in 2001 and tha't was 
reason she bought the home. 

"We were without the fountains fc 
five years, aµd I missed them a lot," i 
"It is really relaxing to ~atch the w, 

I 
hear it cascading down into the lake 

After the installation of the large : 
south of Ms. Noll's home in Octob 
neighbors continued the effort to re~ 
other one, just to the east. It was im 
February, according to Mr. Duthu. 

"We had to do some electrical · 
install a transformer - for the fir 
tain," Mr. Duthu said. 

RCSC paid those extra costs, and 
for ail future maintenance and elec 
operate the fixtures, he added. 

"This (the first fountain) is th1 
one in Sun City, as far as I know," M 
said. 

News Editor Rusty Bradshaw can be r, 
623-445-2725 or rlJradshaw@new~ 
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Dave Gerbig, left, a Country Meadows resident on the Glendale and Peoria border near Northern Avenue, watches his partner Jess Fowler of Peoria putt at Sun City I-' 

Country Club. Mr. Gerbig Is an SCCC member. c.,.i 

Drive for golfers comes Leading the way in growth is the Sun City 
Country Club, 9433 N. 107th Ave. A semi-

to the fore as courses battle private facility, the club's revenues boast a 22 

declining rounds 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

In 1960, Del Webb pioneered the concept of 
a retirement community built around ame-. 
nities, golf courses chief among them. The 

idea caught on, and 53 years later the Valley of 
the Sun is littered with golf courses. 

The links glut has created some difficulties 
for some courses. With so many to choose 
from, combined with the economic downturn 
starting in 2008, play at many courses declined, 
leaving operators scrambling to find ways to at- · 
tract more players. 

The drop in the number of rounds played 
is correlated with the inqease in golf courses 
in Maricopa County. According to a National 

GolfFoundation report, courses increased from 
153 to 214 between 1990 and 2010, a climb of 
30 percent. However, during that ~e_period, 
the nu!'Jlber of golfers increased only 6.5 per
cent. This translates into a loss of revenue. In 
Phoenix, it became so bad that last fall officials 
began researching closing some of the city-'s six 
municipal courses. 

While that trend continues statewide, North
west Valley Golf courses are experiencing just 
the opposite. Most report increased revenue, 
although some continue to struggle to be self
sufficient. 

percent increase, according to Tom Loegering, 
who, with his brother, George, is owner and 
operator. 

"The club had about 15,000 rounds played a 
year when I came here July 17, 2007," Mr. Loe
gering said. "In 2012 we had 32,337 rounds." · 

Mr. Loegering said the increase represents a 
10 percent growth in member play and 38 per
cent for guests. 

Sun City Country Club is one of 11 courses 
in Sun City, a retirement community of about 
40,000 people, including two private country 
clubs and eight Recreation Centers of Sun City 
member courses. Other Northwest Valley com
munities are similar, including Sun City Grand 
with three recreation center-operated courses, 
Sun City West with six rec center-operated 

See Fore - Page 18 
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courses, Peoria's Westbrook Village has two 
semi-private courses and Peoria's Vistancia 
neighborhood has two country clubs. 

Westbrook's two courses are similar 
to the Sun City Country Club, in that they 
are semi-private. Owned by members, the 
courses have seen a 10 percent increase in 
revenues, according to John McCahan, golf 
operations director. 

"We have a good base of members and 
we are debt-free," he said. "That helps." 

Westbrook has a variety of member 
packages, including an associate member 
established last year. While memberships 
have been dropping, mostly from attrition, 
Mr. McCahan said Westbrook has seen in 
influx of younger members. 

"Last year we were thinking we might 
see a decrease because the baby boomers 
are still working and don't have as much 
time for golf," he said. "But that kind of 
turned around on us." 

Sun Cities courses are designed for recre
ation center member play, but were opened 
to nonmember play about four years ago to 
attract more golfers during a period of de
cline in those communities. The effort has 
paid off, although not to a significant de
gree, according to Brian Duthu, RCSC golf 
director. 

"We have trended up the last couple of 
years," he said. "A lot of what has helped 
here is the short-term privilege card." 

That is a measure instituted by RCSC Lakes courses are in better shape than most 
officials to allow more renters and shorter Northwest Valley courses. 
term community visitors a chance to play But it is more than just course renova-
RCSC courses. Mr. Duthu said RCSC course lions, according to Mr. O'Hara. 
revenue was up about 4 percent overall. "You have to be efficient in the way you 
However, Sun City courses remain nonself- operate," he said. "And you have to find out 
sufficiant, needing subsidies from the cor- what your niche is and play on that." 
poration's general fund. Outside tournament play also helps in-

"We have a ways to go, but we are mak- crease revenues. Westbrook just finished 
ing progress," Mr. Duthu said. hosting an NCAA college tourney and Sun 

Pat O'Hara, Recreation Centers of Sun City West's Grandview Golf Course hosted 
the LPGA Legends tour. Mr. Duthu said RCSC 

City West golf director, said outside play in is also looking into hosting more tourna
Sun City West is slowly climbing. But he ments. 
said, as did Mr. Duthu, that rec centers' pri- "But it also has to work around our resi- -
orities are to its member players. dent play," he said. 

"Our priority is to get more residents Mr. Loegering also said marketing is a 
playing," Mr. Duthu said. key. While RCSC is embarking on an overall 

Golf saturation is working against all marketing plan to attract home buyers using 
courses in Maricopa County, according to golf as a draw, Sun City Country Club staff is 
Mr. O'Hara. conducting heavy marketing. However, they 

are not as limited as Sun Cities rec center 
Role of maintenance organizations in terms of resident golfers. 

"Saturation does hurt each course. There "I am marketing to six generations," Mr. 
Loegering said. 

is only so much pie to divide," he said. Mr. O'Hara is also working on market-
Mr. Loegering said he is in competition ing the Sun City West courses, including 

with 40 courses in a 12-mile radius. He said creating special events. All Sun Cities golf 
industry officials recognize that some cours- operations offer golf lessons. In addition, 
es need to be shut down. Sun City West has an indoor fitting center 

But in the Sun Cities, that is not an op- and an area for indoor lessons, Mr. O'Hara 
tion. Golf courses in those communities explained. 
have deed restrictions that guarantee their Results off the course also indicate Sun 
land will be utilized for no other use. City Country Club officials are on the right 

Mr. Loegering believes semi-private sta- track. As rated by Golfmix Arizona for 2012, 
tus is the "new normal" for country clubs. the club was fifth best in the pace of play, 

"Privates are member-driven, and that ninth in design and sixth in overall experi-
means committees," Mr. Loegering said. _ e_nc_e_. _ _ _________ _ _ _ 
"Those are the things that build double-
humped horses" 

Mr. Loegering believes the k{!y to drawing 
more golfers is to put course maintenance 
as a priority. Since he has owned the club, 
his crews have replaced nearly 200 trees, 
most of which were wiped out by winter 
storms before he bought the course. 

Mr. Duthu agrees. 
"RCSC has been willing to invest in rede

signs to keep them fresh," he said. 
lwo years ago RCSC conducted a reno

vation of Willowcreek. Lakes West and 
South also got multi-million dollar rectos. 
The RCSC Governing Board last fall ap
proved a $6 million redesign of the North 
Golf Course. 

" If you don't put money into it, players 
won't come back," Mr. Loegering said. 

While Westbrook plans some minor 
tweaks, Mr. McCahan said the Vistas and 



< 
'T.1 

C/l 
n 
C} 

0 
t-' 
'T.1 

n 
0 
C 
;:.:, 
C/l 
tn 
C/l 

.RCSC ,o revamp North course ! 
EFFDEMPSEY 
lAILY NEWS-SUN 
· The Recreation Centers of Sun City's 
board of directors approved a near-$6 mil
lion overliaul<0fNorth Golf Course. 

Brian Duthu, RCSC's director of golf, 
~d ~e-project will not.begin for almost a 

year. 
_ "If all goes according to plan, we would 
close North once all the other courses have 
reopened after overseeding in November 
of 2013," he said. "It will have to be closed 
completely for construction for a year, so it 
probably would not be open again until fall 
of2014." 

Duthu said the layout of the course itself 
is not going to change a whole lot. 

Toe corridors are set," he said. "And we 
can't do much within them." 

While there will not be many changes, 
there will be a raft of improvements and 
replacements. Duthu said North had been 
troublesome for a while before an incident 
last year served as the last straw. 

. "Probably around early :'>Pring oflast year 
we had a couple of big breajts," lie said. "Big 
enough to cauS<'!-water to leave the property, 
to go out on the road. It was about that time 
we started thiIJltjpg about moving forward 
with North." 

The irrigation system, ,b! said, is what 
jumped North to the top oft ht: list. 

Toe irrigation system is just way out of 

. - C 
date," he said. Toat's primartl.y why this eucalyptus. The life span of a eucalyptus iaz 
project got accelerated. Riverview's mas- between 50 and 75yearsand manyofthem 
ter plan was done, ~ well, but North was on the course are into that range now." ; 
moved ahead of it, We're fixing a lot of ch:ain- The eucalyptus trees ~ planted when ::::, 
age issues to minimize flooding out onto 1:4,e -North - Sun €tty's first golf course - was • 
street." · first built. and their inclusion on the course f---1 

After the irrigatio~ system, Duth~§aid __ made --sense -at the -tlm~; t:Jow.- however,;" 
the next biggest - and likely most notice- Otithti._said there are better clloi~•. · . N 

able - qiange will be. to the greens. · "'-...._ "One of the reaso~ :eucajypWs wa(~ o 
Toe greens and the green surrounds," popular tree forcotll'Se$ fn th&-60's .was- t;:; 

he said. 'They11 be clone to {)nited States because they grow so fast and get SO'oig;.i: 
Golf Association specifications. We're aJ&o._ ..Duthu said. "But they-also suek.up·a"lot of 
planning op replanting the greens· y.,ith tiff ~ter, apd_ they make for a-ll!_ess to clean up 
dwarf, a newer type of grass. The blade is -after monsoon &torms.~- ' ~ · , · 
a little smaller, so it makes for a smoother, Duthu safe sonie • trees will not be re~ 
faster surlace, andit"?Ul also be cut a little placed hut1:hose.,.that:~ lmporta!}t,to the 
more ~ively.". a• . ,._ course will be. - • - . ........._ :"" -

Duthu said the tee boxes will also be re- "If a tree clearly defines ~ hole gJ,-.~~- ~===== 
done and enlarged, and tpe plan for:the tees impact on the way the hole is playea, that 
was tweaked thanks to a little help from the tree will be replaced,~ he said. "And it will 
golfers. - - ·, be replaced wi~ a more mature tree than 

"Some of our golfers pointed out that ii! would normally· be planted, to/ ensure· it 
the initial draft the yardage was a little short has an immediate impact. We don't~ to 
for the forward tees," Duthu said. MSQ we change a-hole too~tly." - ... - _ 
went back and closely ~tched ~em to our Tht cart paths might see some reroffl!n:g-~· 
other courses to keep the . ~enge about -to min1mjze im~ct on p½typutDuthu said 
the same." ~ •- they wilh1ot ~ alteredto"Ure degree of what 

Another thing golfers will notice is tlie re- was done at South Golf Course b). 2010. 
moval and replacement of many of North's _ "When S9uth was cJo~. they took oµt 
tr~. . ,- some areas of tlie'"carf path," Duthu said, 

"An arborist came out for a few days and We decided here to leave the cart paths in
examined every tree on the course," Duthu tact throughout, and that was mostly based 
said. 'They identified some·to remove, some on input from the golfers." 
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Board tees up North overhaul 
.IEFF DEMPSEY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

When the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City's Board of Directors approved a 
long-range plan in October, one of the 
major projects outlined was a $6 million 
overhaul of North Golf Course tenta-
tively planned for 2013. ' 

Evidently that plan is going ahead, 

OLDEST 
IROll 11 

1 there has just been used and used 
and used." 

Brian Duthu, RCSC's director of 
golf, said at November's Golf Advisory 
Committee meeting that North, 12650 
N. 107th Ave .. was chosen because 
the cost of frequent repairs was get-

I 
ting too high. Angier said the money 
going into North was not worth the 
results. 

wit's constantly under repair," he 

as the board added a motion to approve 
the project to its regular board meeting 
Thursday. 

Webb," Angier said. MSo obviously it is the 
oldest. Because of that age there have 
been a lot of problems with the main 
water lines and irrigation system, the 
bunkers are in need of repair, a number 
of eucalyptus trees are under consider
a tion for rell).oval. Basically, everything 

Cord Angier, the board's treasurer 
and chairman of the Golf Advisory Com
mittee, said North was the clear front
runner of the courses still in need of a 
makeover. . 

"This was the first course built by Del S& OUIEST. 15 

said. M And having it in the condition 
it's in even after you put money into 
it, it became clear North was the one 
we needed to focus on." 

Among the improvements planned 
for North are: $256,000 for tree re
moval and pruning; $175,000 for 
earthwork and shaping; $124,700 in 
drainage improvements; $2.2 million 
devoted to the irrigation system alone; 
$206,238 in bunker construction; 
$482,942 in greens construction; 
$173,987 for cart paths; $3 11,254 to 
planting; and $354,230 in landscap
ing. 

The total cost of reconstruction is 

$5,489,014. Add in $380,000 in con
sulting fees and other costs and the 
total price tag on the overhaul is esti
mated to be $5,889,014. 

The board will meet at 9 a.m. 
Thursday at Sundial Auditorium, 
14801 N. 103rd Ave. In addition to 
the North Golf Course project the 
board will also J:>e voting on the issue 
of guest fees as well as minor increas
es to assessment fees. For informa
tion or to view the agenda visit www. 
sunaz.com. 

Jeff Dempsey may be reached at 
623-876-2531 or jdempsey@your
westvalley.com 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw N 

Rich Warnick believes the good of living adjacent to a golf course outJ.Jeighs the bad, despite haviong a window and skylight broken, pool tile chipped and many other o 
IJalls landing on his property. ~ 

Backyards under assault 
Some residents can live with 
errant balls on their property 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
Ii 1depe11dent Newspapers 

rrant gol f balls landing on his property irri
tated one Sun City resident enough to take 
his case to the Recreation Centers of Sun 

City Board of Directors. 
The resident, whose name was unclear and 

RCSC officials declined to provide it citing con
lldenllality, took a bucket of golf balls to the 
March 5 member/director exchange meeting to 
illustrate how many had landed on his property 
since the beginning of the year. He also com
pla111ed that some balls caused damage to his 
home and provided several photos showing the 
damage. 

"There are divots on the side of my house, 
and I was even hit in the head by a ball once," 
tllP resident explained. "Now if I'm out on the 
patio I move back when I see a group teeing 

Related Link 
www.sunaz.com 

off. " 
He also said some golfers come into his yard 

to retrieve their errant balls, even though he post
ed a "no-trespassing" sign. He lives adjacent to 
Willowcreek Golf Course's No. 13. Willowcreek 
was redesigned last year, and the resident insists 
more balls are landing on his property since the 
change. 

RCSC board members and management ac
know ledged balls sometimes leave the courses 
and land on residents' properties. Jan Ek, RCSC 
general manager, said it would be investigated 
to determine if there is a remedy. Cord Angier, 
RCSC board member, said moving the tee box 
back is an option, but that would only create the 
same problem for another homeowner. 

Some Sun City residents believe homeown
ers adjacent to golf courses accept the risks. 
Ray Ulmer used to own two properties on golf 

courses and said errant balls are not the only 
consequence. 

"You are also subject to maintenance equip 
ment in the early morning and some strong 
language from some golfers," he stated in an 
e-mail. 

Mr. Ulmer does not believe RCSC should get 
involved in finding solutions for homeowners. 

"You would open up a can of worms as to 
whether or not you provided adequate protec 
lion," he staled. 

Roger Yadiro agreed. 
"RCSC certainly has no responsibility to mi111 

mize any of these 'problems,' which are really 
not problems," he stated in an e-mail. 

Steve Zeitler believes homeowners should 
know the consequences of buying property next 
to a golf course. 

"Errant shots do occur - always have and 
always will ,'' he stated in an e-mail. 

He added that in 15 years living next to a golf 

Sec Golf - Pag·c H 
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course, he only had the glass on a tabletop 
broken. 

Ms. Ek said in the exchange meeting 
RCSC officials will step up golfer education 
about errant balls, including encouraging 
golfers to be responsible for off target shots 
and any damage they cause. 

"(This is) something that most golfers 
are quite aware of, (but) reminders never 
hurt," she stated in an e-mail. 

RCSC golf etiquette education will be 
accomplished through press releases, re
minders at the pro shops and before golfers 
tee off, she explained. Nonresident golfers 
would be educated at the pro shops and 
before teeing off. Ms. Ek stated reminders 
could also be placed in rental golf cars. 

Ms. Ek also stated the golf ranger pro
gram could be utilized to minimize prob
lems by having individual rangers address 
the issue with golfers when they see it hap
pen on the courses, and by assisting in iden
tifying violators. 

RCSC is not responsible to repair damage 
caused by errant golf shots, Ms. Ek stated. 

Some golf courses have netting installed 
near residences and commercial areas for 
protection. However, Sun City CC&Rs pro
hibit neltinll under heil:!ht and structure 

provisions, according to Bill Szcntmiklosi, 
Sun City Home Owners Association general 
manager. 

In the end, it comes down to courtesy, 
which is what the game is about, according 
to· resident Mary Gill. 

"My personal opinion is that any ball 
played that lands on private property should 
not be retrieved," she stated in an e-mail. 

Resident Clyde Tooman believes it is the 
player's responsibility, not the homeown
er's, if a ball hits a house, window or a per
son. 

"It is not smart to purchase a home on a 
golf course and not expect an errant ball on 
occasion," he stated in an e-mail. 

Resident Rich Warnick has had a win
dow and skylight broken, tiles chipped on 
his pool and dents in the siding. A Sun City 
resident broke the w indow and refused to 
replace it. The skylight was broken by a 
nonresident who did pay for the repair. 

"The good outweighs the bad," Mr. 
Warnick stated about living next to a golf 
course. 

However, he believes more damage is 
done now that Sun City courses arc open to 
non-resident play. 

"Until they opened up the courses to 
outside play most resident golfers could 
not have hit the ball far enough and errant 
enough to get to my roof," he stated. 
News Editor Rusty Bradshaw can be reached at 

623-445-2725 or rbradshaw@newszap.com. 
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New sew bylaw would dlse 2 caurM 
STAFF POOT 

Two Sun dity West golf 
courses would Qlose and a 

I ~tw or other cuts totaling 
$1 tnHUon would have to be 
made 1( a bylaw <'hrotge pro 
~ by a sn-oup of residents 
~es ft to the ballot and is 
approved, RC$CW officials 
srud. 

Recreation Centers of Sw1 
(' ty W t qfficlals announced 
thetr plan F d~y aftern(>()n 

and informed employ~ who 
mav be affected if the resi
dent prop<)f3Cd bylaw chfn~c 
is su<.'cessful. 

Petitioners. who need to 
obl:aJn at l<'.ast 1.000 signa
t,,r-.. hav.e untl! Jan. 15 to 
pu( the issue on the March 
27 ballot. 

"Because the gov~n_g 
board must appTOVl' the an
nual financial plan by Mav 
31 of e.ach year. staff will b<: 

rr::rttts::er 

gin preparing two alternatt~ 
budgets should the bylaw 
p~s. - RCSCW officiaJs ~tateid 
in a release. 

The bylaw ~e ts one 
of three being circulated by 
rcs.tdents un a pc:Uuon. 

Ernie Prindle, a $un City 
West re,sident ind former 
cllief .Unan~ officer for ~ 
sew ui ~ up· the~ 
Hon drh·e:and said he believes
he ll gather: eno'ug\l sfgna;:, 

t,~ to put it on the ballot. 
Ptmdle said the rtsmg a>St 

in membership dues is a key 
mason why the bylaws need 
to be changed. 

1bey.'re throwing more and 
more ou.rtlen on the member• 
ship dues.· said Prindle. who 
also is nmning for the RC
SCW governing. board m the 
spring. --· 

BYLAW 'Board" v.1th language 
that would require the 
golf and bowling divi
sions to be self-sup 
porting. The change 
reads in part: "No 
member dues shall be 
used to support Bowl
ing and Golf dlrect 
operational cosL<;." 

estimate that $1 mil
lion would have to be 
cut and that would 
include closing two 
courses and eliminat
ing fall overseeding. 
acrification. weed 
contrnl, fertilizer ap
plications and !h.e 
Special Events d1vt
sion. 

..... 1 

The one bylaw 
change eliciting the 
most concern would 
replace the kDuties 
and Responsibili
ties of the Governing RCSCW officials 
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Sun City South course back in swing 
Golfers cheer renovations 
at Wednesday reopening 
NORA AVERY-PAGE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

South Golf Course reopened 
Wednesday after being cl<;?sed: since 
May for renovations. · 

The project on Sun c,ty·s second
oldest course included . reshaping 
and repo~itioning several ht,mkers, ·. 
new tee boxes, and 11ew cc:µt patns. . .. · 

"I. like 1t a Jot," said,- Elliott ;Eng~ · 
berg, who played ,a round· qf golf on 
Wednesday with .three of his. friend~. 
"I' thirik the changes are real 1).ice." 

"We're having fun this morning," 
said Rich Lybolt, ~ngberg's friend, as 
the group started play on the back 
nine. 

While some ct>inmeiited that the 
course was playing slow be'cause of 
recent overseeding, feedb~~ ' about 

I the new course was positive. 

I 
Engberg· said his . favorite parts 

of tbe revamped course · are the ex
panded tees and the place ment of 

1 
sn som couasE. 15 

I 

- DAVE IIARTINElJDAILY NEWS-SUN 
Rich Lybolt chips his ball from near the ninth hole's sand trap Wednesday. Lybolt and his group agreed that 
the renovations to South Golf Course looked and played well. 



DAVE MARTIIIEZJDAILY NEWS-SUN 
Ell iott Engberg works his way onto the ninth green at South 
Golf Course. South Golf Course reopened Wednesday morn
ing after renovations. The course is at 11000 N. 103rd Ave. 

SOUTH COURSE 
FROMl1 

the bunkers. The Recreation Centers of Sun City 
hopes that other golfers will agree with Engberg. 

RCSC spokesman Tim Gallen said golfers will 
probably most appreciate the new bunkers. 

"It will probably be different, but we're hoping 
it will draw more people," Qallen said. '.'We try to 
keep everything unique." 

The RCSC renovated Lakes West last year, but 
wanted to offer golfers other options with South. 

"I think it's great," said Mark Goudy, who was 
the first golfer on the new South course. "The 
sand traps I.used to get stuck in, I don't get stuck 
in anymore. " 

Goudy said he appreciates that the tee boxes 
are now lower since it makes it easier for him to 
walk ·up. Goudy lives near South. He said he was 
happy the course reopened because he doesn't 
golf anywhere else. · · 

Bill Jones was also. among the early golfers. He 
joked with friends after stopping at the pro shop 
before crossing the street to play the back nine. 

"It's fun, it's great so far," Jon es said. "The 
sand traps are very much improved. There's a 
smaller bunker and the sand is excellent." 

Jones also said. he liked _that there are lots of . 
new trees on the course, but noted that some of 
the holes seemed shorter. 

Gallen said the RCSC wanted to shorten parts 
of the course because it heard comments that it 
was too long. Some of the changes were made to 
make South more attractive to women golfers. 

Hopefully , the course will be welcoming to new 
golfers as well as experienced ones looking for a 
challenp;e, Gallen said. · · · 



Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
Westbrook Village resident Jim Mendenhall practices his putting at Union Hills Country Cl~b, 9860 W. Lindgren Ave. The planned new clubhouse will be 
located in an area on the far side of the putting green to the left of the center of this photo. The new facility is dependent on the sale of land. 

Country club land sale in process 
Officials want waiver for 
golf course restriction -

By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

......, fforts to sell a portion of Union Hills 
1-i Country Club land for housing develop
..S...... ment continues, but created some con
fusion in some residents' minds about the 
intent of the project. 

Several residents called Sun City Home 
Owners Association officials complaining 
country club representatives were trying to 
get them to sign documents that would elimi
nate the deed restrictions on their property, 
according to Bill Szentmiklosi, SCHOA com
pliance manager. It was discovered this was 
not the case, he added. 

"When we got clarification from our legal 
counsel, we found that property owners can
not sign away their deed restrictions," he said 
in a telephone interview May 26. 

Related Link 
www.maricopa.gov 

www.unionhillscc.com 

However, he told SCHOA board members 
during their meeting May 25 that he was giv
en information there was a group of about 25 
homeowners opposing the country club's ef
forts and they had retained an attorney. 

If that has taken place, Union Hills Coun
try Club officials have not heard about it, ac
cording to Linda Wolf, country club spokes
woman. 

"We have had no contact with any group 
of homeowners or an attorney," she said. 

Country club officials are gathering signa
tures from 185 property owners bordering 
the golf course south of Union Hills Drive. But 
the signatures are to remove the parking lot 
area from the golf course property so a sale 
of the land can proceed, according to Nate 
Oberhofer, Union Hills Country Club general 

manager. 
"Right now there is no development, there 

are·steps and processes to go through before 
we even decide to go forward with that," he 
said. 

In July 2009 country club officials an
nounced they planned to sell about seven 
acres at the southwest corner of Lindgren 
Avenue and Conestoga Drive for housing 
development. The move is designed to pave 
the way for a new clubhouse, according to 
George Bradner, country club board presi
dent at the time of the announcement. 

"The members voted overwhelmingly to 
sell the land and build a new clubhouse," he 
said. 

But excluding the targeted land for sale 
from the golf course property is the first step 
in securing a buyer for the land, according to 
Ms. Wolf. A title search turned up a restriction 
that called for the country club property to al
ways remain a golf course, she explained. 

See Goll - Page 17 
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Golf 'f ' 

Continued From Page 1 

"The area in question is in the definitions 
I (of being a golf course)," said Mr. Oberhofer. 

"_The way the restriction is set up, that por
tion of land needs to be removed from the 
restriction to always be a golf course." 

He emphasized country club officials 
have_ n? inte?tion of removing Sun City deed 
restr1ct1ons, including the 55 and older age 
overlay, for a housing development on the 
land if it is sold. 

"That age overlay is what makes this land 
attractive to developers," he said. "They want 
to build here because of the age overlay." 

Country club officials have received in
quiries from about 12 developers for the 
land they have for sale, and one has ex
pressed a particular inteJest, according to 
Mr. Oberhofer. 

"But no one wants to touch it until the 
golf course restriction is removed from the 
particular portion of land we want to sell " 
he said. · ' 

Ms. Wolf said there was an attempt sev
eral years ago to get an amendment to ex
empt the clubhouse, parking lots and golf 
car garage from the golf course restriction. 
B_ut club officials at that time believed they 
did not want to do that without homeowner 
approval, she added. 

Ms. Wolf reiterated that club officials have 
no intention of removing the age restriction 

for the land up for sale. 
" We did remove the age restriction for 

club membership becau~e we had people 
from the northern neighborhoods outside 
of Sun City who wanted to join," she said. 
"But there has never been any intention to 
remove the age restriction for housing." 

Mr. Oberhofer said gathering signatures 
from property owners bordering the golf 
course is the first step in a process that runs 
through Maricopa County Planning and 
Zoning to have the land up for sale removed 
from the golf course restriction. He said 
country club officials have about 93 per
cent of the 185 homeowner signatures. He 
did not specify how many signatures were 
needed. 

"We just trying to get as many as we 
can," he said. 

The process through Maricopa County 
to remove the seven-acre piece from the 
golf course restriction w ill include public 
hearings, according to Mr. Oberhofer. 

Poppy project starts 
The American Legio_n Auxiliary Department 
of Arizona wants veterans to aid in their 
endeavor of poppies donations. This work 
will entail the making of poppies with supplies 
from the auxiliary department. Veterans will 
be compensated. The poppy donations can 
only be used by veterans and their families. 
To volunteer, call Betty Schneider, poppy 
making chairman, at 623-977-0588. 



Directors 
stress 
course 
safety, 
upkeep 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Keeping golfers safe and courses 
in shape were stressed al the Recre
ation Centers of Sun City's monthly 
meeting Thursday. 

Director Beverly Davis said bids 
have gone ouL LO several companies 
lo rework the golf car paths at Wil
lowcreek Golf Course to make cross
ing Union Hills Drive a bit easier. 

Golfers have two places to cross 
the busy road to play on the course. 
That is going to be limited LO one, 
Davis said. Meanwhile. the Ma'i
copa County Department of Trans
portation is working on plans to 
mstall a raised median on Union 
Hills Drive. 

.. Maricopa County will also install 
a turning lane in the center of Union 
Hills to keep traffic to one lane (in 
either di rection)." Davis said. 

Beside~ the danger of crossing 
Union Hills while golfing on Wil
lowcreek. Davis said all community 
courses have completed overseeding 
and have been re-opened for play . 

.. We need for each golfer w carry 
sand and seed with them at all 
limes to fill divots on the tee boxes 
and fairways." she said ... Due to the 
record temperatures. we had during 
the seeding of the fi rst four courses: 
the rye grass is very thin." 

Addi1ional renil i,e r is being 
added Lu 1he thin are.is 10 make for 
lusher courses. 

Even with the sci bal'kS wilh over
seedi11g. several \\;nter-res1dent golf
ers spoke at the meei.ng and com
mended the work or the golf course 
crews for the condition of the grass. 

"l'\'e lived here for four years. and 
this is the best I've :,een the golf 
courses yet," one resident said. "lt is 
a monumental deference than how 
the course looked last year at this 
lime." 

Beginrnn~ today . annual golf 
cards 1\·ill nol be im:reased . but a $3 
:,u rcharge will be collec1ed each day 
a resident plays 18 holes. The 
charge is effective u11:.l June 30. 
2003. 

Golfers who would like to make 
ome comments or coi,:plaints can 

attend the Teed-OIT Cc.,.-ner. which 
tJ.kes pl:iu: on tht: tir:,, and lhird 
Fridays ot each month at 11 a.m. 
Toclay the corner meets at Quail 
Run ancl on Nov. 15. it will meet at 
Lakes East/ Lakes West (;olf Course. 

.. We encourage golfers to come to 
these sessions to voice Lheir opin
ions. concerns. quest 10ns , com
plaints. ,111d we'll even lis ten to com
pliments 011 golf. .. Davis :,.lid. 

John Sokolich can be reached at 
87G-2526 o:-jsokoliclifta21;ib.com. 

0 
l> 
r 
-< 

G'l 
0 
t"i 
1-Ij 

0 
0 
C 
~ 
C/) 
l:Yj 

I~ I 
CJ) 

I CJ> ,~ 
I "Tl 
I :0 

6 
> 
.-< 
z 
0 
< 



Bell Rd 

THE ARlZO A REPUBLIC 

Research by Dave Lumia 

Map by Mark Waters 
The Arizona Republic 

~ 

i 
~ 
w 

EL 
MIRAGE f 

COURSE 

5~7 :Lhe_ Golf <;lub of Sco!tsdale_ 
SD28 TPC of Scottsdale, Desert Course 
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COURSES 
_L 

KEY TO COURSE LISTING 

Bell Rd. 

cp 
I. 

Greenway Rd. 

Thunderbird Rd. 

G LE NDALE 

(ff\ 
G:. 'i:' 

Dur 

AODRESS (Map location) 

184?0 _!:I 122,:,d _St (BI) 

r 

Coursetype 
PUB Public 

PVT Private 

~ Semi-private 
R Resort 
E Executive 

M Military 

__ ~8.Q) 44}_-8868 
1_7020 N Hayden Road (C6) (480) 585-4334 

Price 

$ $0-$50 

$$ $51- $100 

!$$ Over$100 
N/A Not available 

Mues 2 

// 

PVT 18 N/A 
PUB 18 $$ 

SD29 "[PC of Scottsdal!!, Stadium Courst !.?020 N Hayden Road (C6) (480) 585-4334 - ~8 18 $$$ 
5D3O }jo.Q_n Golf & r C_ 25000 N Windy Walk Drive (q) (480) 585-0540 PVT 18 N ',\ 

5031 T roon North Golf Club 10320 E. Dynamite Blvd (86) (480) 585-5300 p 36 $$S 
S032 Whisper Rock Golf Course 32002 N Old Bridge (86) (480) 575-8700 PVT 36 NA 

SUN CITY 
SC1 Palmbrook C.C. 9350 W Greenway Road (C3) (623) 977-8383 PVT 18 NIA 
SC2 _Q!'a1I Rur, GQlf Course 9774 Alabama Ave. (D3) - .<6D) 876-3035 E/PVT 9 NIA 
SC3 Riverview Golf Course 16401 N Del Webb-Blvd ccn (623) 876-3025 SP 18 NIA 
SC4 _5u_!l (!ty,S C _ 9433 N 107th Ave (D3) (623) 933-1353 PVT 18 NI A 
scs Lakes East 10433 Talisman Road (C3) (623) 876-3023 E/PVT 18 /A 
SC6 Lakes West 10433 Talisman Road (C3) (623) 876-3020 PVT 18 N/A 
SC7 Sun City North Gott Course 12650 N 107th Ave (03) (623) 876-3010 SP 18 NI A 
sea S'!!! Ciry So_uth Golf Course 11000 N 103rd Ave. (03) (623) 876-3015 PVT 18 N/A 
SC9 Union Hills C.C. --9- 860 Lindgren Ave (C3-) ---- (623)-977-4281 PVT -,a NI A 
SC1O Willowbrook Golf Club 10600 Boswell Blvd (C3) (623) 876-3033 EfPVT 18 N 1A 
5C11 Willowcreek Goif Course 10600 Boswell Blvd (C3) (623) 876-3030 PVT 18 NtA 

SUN CITY WEST 
SW1 Br.iMWOQ9 C~C _ 20800 135th Ave K3) _ {623) 584-5301 PVT 18 N/A 
SW2 D~r Va!!!!y Golf Course 13975 W Deer Valley Dnve (Q) (623) 544-6016 PVT 18 N/A 
SW3 _Desert l@1l_s Golf Club 22525 N Executive Way (C2L_ i623) 544-6017 E/PVT 18 N/A 
5~4 Ec_~Me~ 20349 Ec_ho Me_sa Dnv!! (_(3L_ _ (623) 544-6014 E/PVT _JS N/A 
SWS Grandview Golf Course 14260 Meeker Blvd (C2) (623) 544-6013 PVT 18 N 1A 
SW6 H1lk:rest Golf Course 20002 Star Ridge Dnve (C3) (62_3) _584-1500 PUB 18 s 
SW7 Pebblebrook Golf Course 18836 N 128th Ave (C3) (623) 544-6010 PVT 18 N/A 
SW8 Stardust Golf Course 12702 Stardust Blvd (C3) (623) 544-6012 [/PVT 18 NIA 
SW9 Trail Ridge Golf Course 21021 N. 151st Ave (C2) (623) 544-6015 PVT 18 NA 
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Neighbors chide golf Course revision 
ANNIE KARSTENS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Norm Beitler wants lo conserve 
water, and believes the proposed 
renovation of Lakes Easl Golf 
Course to include partial desert 
landscaping isn·t enough . 

Beitler, who lives on the I 3th 
hole of Lakes East. said he's nol 
alone in his opinion. In a study he 
and his wife. Beverly, conducted of 
residents in 147 homes on the 
perimeter of Lakes Eas t, 47 resi
dents signed a petition agreeing 
with Beitler's sugges tion for altering 

the renovation plans developed by 
Recreation Centers of Sun City 
board of directors. 

Jim Frederick, RCSC director ·and 
golf advisory committee chairman, 
said the research compiled by a 
Lakes East Greens Committee 
approved of the plans submitted by · 
golf course architect Gary Panks. 
Committee members are golfers, 
non-golfing homeowners who live on 
the course, the budget and finance 
committee and the golf advisory 
committee. 

Frederick said residents who live 
around Lakes Eas l expressed 

concern about losing the grass 
behind their homes, so the commit
tee responded by promising at least 
25 feet of grass will remain intact 
on the borders of the course where 
homes sit. Desert landscaping will 
be concentrated around the tee 
boxes instead of along property 
lines. 

But Beitler said he and the 47 
residents who agree with him 
believe the border and a,reas on the 
green should have desert landscap
ing. The grassy perimeters, he said, 
are brown in many areas because 

they're not overseeded or well main
tained. Desert rocks would be more 
aesthetic, would save water and 
would be more maintenance
friendly, he said. 

Frederick said there Isn't enough 
money in the budget to do more 
than the proposed amoun t of desert 
landscaping. The proposal, he said, 
is a compromise with the 110 resi
dents and golfers he surveyed. 

"It's nice to be able to do more 
desert landscaping than we 

see GREENS, 15 
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anticipated, but funding is 
the big problem," Frederick 
said. "I appreciate his efforts. 
and a lot of people want to do 
that. but it would add about 
S300,000." 

The RCSC's proposal calls 
for a $750,000 overhaul of 
the 56-acre course, including 
nearly S200,000 to convert 9 
acres to desert landscaping. 
The remaining funds will be 
used to upgrade the irrigation 
system, improve bunkers and 
tees and bring in new sand. 

Overseedtng and better 
maintaining the borders of 
the course are planned in the 
renovations, Frederick said. 

John Snyder. RCSC direc
tor of golf operations, esti
mated the renovation of 
Lakes East will save 14.5 mil
lion gallons of water every 
year. The project will take 
about three to four months to 
complete and is slated to 
begin in late spring. Snyder 
also said golf courses in Sun 
City Grand and in Sun ,City 
West incorporate desert 
landscaping. 

Beitler Is worried that the 
RCSC directors will complete 
the renovations and a few 
years down the road when 
water is even more scarce, 
residents will question why 
they didn't convert more of 
the course to desert land
scaping. If the project is not 
done In the best possible 
way, with the most desert 
conversion possible, then the 
renovation shouldn't happen 
at all, he said. 

In a letter to Beitler, Fred
erick expressed a sense of . 
urgency to accomplish _the 
renovations. 

"I believe that if we did not 
proceed at this time, we 
would not be able to do the 
project in the near future 
because of the other large 
projects to be started shortly, 
namely the Bell Recreation 
Center project and the Fair
way Recreation Center reno
vation," Frederick wrote. 

Gene Zylstra, RCSC direc
tor, Is hesitant to endorse the 
S750,000 project because the 

MOU.IE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Norm Beitler owns a home along the 13th hole of Lakes East Golf Course in Sun City. He and 
some of his neighbors are urging the directors of the Recreation Centers of Sun City to 
reconsider renovation plans for the course that are scheduled to begin next spring. Among 
their complaints are the bare patches of ground around the perimeter of the course that abut 
residential property. 
2005 RCSC budget needs to "I moved to Sun City what is planned for Lakes 
be trimmed to accommodate because of the greenbelt. It's East, said Jack Lavelle, Ari
mo r e than $3 million been here a long time." Stew- zona Department of Water 
required for the Bell Recre- art said. ··Jfs a quality of life, Resources public information 
at!on Center renovations. and one more thing to attract officer. 

"It's a large sum of money people to Sun City. This Is The state calls for turf 
to finish Bell, so this is a little what's appealing to people removal in areas that don't 
touchy," Zylstra said. "I'm all here - we have choices." affect golf play by installing 
fo (the desert landscaping) The Lakes East renova- alternatives to grass, such as 

r · desert vegetation, drought-
but this may not be the time tions are the resul t of a tolerant ornamental plants. 
we can afford it." desert landscaping study desert and range grasses and 

Anne Stewart of Sun City done in 1990 when the RCSC desert flowers. 
lives on the ninth hole of hired experts to perform a · To contact Norm Beitler for 
Lakes East and is a propo- golf course water conserva- information about his pro
nent of keeping grass on the tlon master plan. The study posal for Lakes East , e-mail 
perimeter of the course that was submitted to the Arizona him at nbbe 1tler@msn.com. 
makes up part of the commu- Department o f Water To express your opinion to 
n!ty's ·green belt.· Resources where specific sug- the RCSC board about the 

She also agrees with Zyl- gestions were developed and proposed plans for Lakes 
stra that the RCSC has more relayed to the centers. East. call 876-3000. 
important projects to tackle One of the state's sugges- Annie Karstens can be 
before spending S750,000 on tlons for reducing water use reached at 8 76-3000 or 
a golf course. on grass was to do exactly akarstens@aztrib.com. 
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Golf-fee hike 
looms in Sun City 
Board will 
decide in 
December 
ANNIE KARSTENS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The RCSC board of direc
tors will decide in December 
on a strategy to revive the 
cash -s trapped golf budget 
with help from two commit
tees whose recommendations 
propose different ways to 
incr~ase greens fees. 

Sun City golfers may see a 
hike in their golf fees to help 
offset a looming deficit of 
$200,000. The Golf Advisory 
Committee, chaired by Jim 
Frederick, RCSC board secre
tary, made a recommendation 
to the board on how they 
think revenues can be boost
ed. The Budget and Finance 
Committee, chaired by Bud 

Rcsc WINTER RATES 
EFFECTIVE NOV. 1 

■ 18-hole regulation: resident, 
$20; guest, $32. 
■ 18-hole executive: resident, 
$15. 75; guest, $26.50. 
■ 9-hole regulation: resident, 
$10; guest, $16. 
■ 9-hole executive: resident, $8; 
guest, $13.25. 
■ Twlllght regulation: resident, 
$13; guest, $20. 
■ Twlllght executive: resident, 
$9.50; guest, $16. 
■ Trail Fee without a Trail Pass: 
$8. 
■ Golf Car rental: $19 for 18-
holes, $9.50 for 9-holes. 
■ Gott Club rental: $13 for 18-
holes, $7 for 9:-holes. 
■ Surcharge for 620 golf card: 
$3. 
■ Surcharge for 1,186 goH card: 
$0. 
■ Trail Pas_s: $170. 

Hantke, RCSC board treasur
e r , m ade a diffe r e nt 

recomm e ndation to the 
board, one they think is more 
financially beneficial. 

The RCSC budgeted a loss 
of $89,000, but Frederick is 
confident that with the instal
lation of revenue sources, the 
nearly $200,000 deficit can 
almost be eliminated and the 
RCSC will just about break 
even. 

"The golf advisory and 
budget and finance commit
tees saw · some difficult deci
sions." Hantke said. "(The 
recommendations) weren't 
passed for unanimously, but 
they won the majority." 

The fee raises wouldn't 
affect the winter rates, as the 
recommendations proposed 
changes to the summer sur
charge, the trail pass and the 
golf cards. The RCSC board 
will vote on the fees in 
December during the overall 
budget vote, and the new fees 
would be enacted Jan. l. 

According to Hantke, the 
Budget and Finance Commit
tee proposes the RCSC board 
is to increase the summer 
~olf surcharge from zero_ to $ 1 

and to increase the trail pass 
from $1 70 to $200. They a lso 
recommend not overseeding 
Willowcreek golf course next 
fall, which means players 
would play on brown grass 
while Bermuda grass is given 
a chance to grow. 

The Golf Advisory Commit
tee isn't in favor of the $ I 
summer ·surcharge. Commit
tee members voted to recom
mend a one percent increase 
on annual golf cards - the 
most popular currently costs 
$620 while the other option 
costs $1,186. 

"That won't realize the 
same increase that the sum
mer surcharge would bring," 
Hantke said. 

Frederick estimates that 
the one percent increase 
would bring in less than $10 
per golfer per year. The Golf 
Advisory Committee felt that 
the $1 summer surcharge 
would annoy golfers who are 
used to no surcharge during 
the hot season , Frederick 
said. Not overseeding 

Willowcreek, however, is a 
good idea and he expects a 
savings of $24,000. 

"We've been talking about 
doing this every year as a 
chance to reduce the budget," 
he said, adding that not over
seeding one course every year 
isn't a new strategy and has 
worked in the past. 

Frederick expects the 
RCSC board to accept the 
increase to the Trail Pass and 
agree not to overseed Wll
lowcreek this year. He isn 't 
sure how they will vote on the 
golf card increase or on 
changes to the summer 
surcharge. 

"We're trying to reduce the 
deficit we expect in the bud
get. which was approaching 
$200,000." Frederick said. 
"To make up the difference, 
we'd actually have to increase 
golf cards by 5 percent, and 
we don't want to do that. 
We're always considering 
ways to save money." 

The RCSC reported that 
although 2003 golf operations 
remained In the red, the 
shortfall was 96 percent less 

than in 2002 - and not at 
the expense of the greens. 

In 2002, golf expenses 
generated a loss of approxi
mately $400,000 from the 
RCSC budget. In 2003, losses 
were reduced to $18,000, sig
nificantly lower than the pre
vious year. 

"Golf courses need to pay 
for themselves, and If we 
want good courses, we need 
to pay for it," said Frederick, 
an avid golfer. 

Golf costs a re rising, just 
as inflation patterns in Amer
ica, he added. Prices for seed, 
fertilizer, chemicals and sand 
aren't what they used to be. 

"It all totals $200,000 of a 
cost increase," Frederick 
said. "We can't just ignore 
and think it will go away, it's 
not going to go away. " 

Golfers and residents are 
welcome to share th eir opin
ions on the recommendations 
between now and the RCSC 
board vote, Hantke said. 

Annie Karstens may be 
reac h ed at 876-2532 or 
aka rs tens@aztrib.com. 
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Lakes East irons out renovation plan 
Project will transform "Only the most errant of 

golf shots would land in the 
landscaped areas." he said 
while presenting the plans al 
Monday's RCSC member / 
director exchange meeting. 

One of the ADWR's s ugges
tions fo r reducing waler 
usage on turfs is to do exaclly 
what is planned for Lakes 
East. according to J ack 
Lavelle, ADWR public infor
mation officer. 

9 acres, take 3 to 4 months 
ANNIE KARSTENS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Lakes East Golf Course 
will save 14.5 million gallons 
of water every year once the 
course undergoes a desert 
landscaping remodel pro
posed for spring. 

The project will take about 
three to four months to com
plete and will consist of con
verting nine acres of Lakes 
East's 56 acres to desert 
landscaping. with possible 

upgrades to the irrigation 
system. improving b_unkers 
and lees and bringing in new 
sand at the same time. 

"If we're going to close and 
fix the golf course. let's fix the 
whole golf course;" said John 
Snyder, RCSC director of golf. 
adding the cost cou ld reach 
approximately $750,000 if 
the entire renovation occurs. 

The desert la ndscaping 
wouldn't affect the playing 
a reas of the golf course, Sny
der said. 

Lakes East renovations a re 
the result of a desert land
scaping study done in 1990 
when the Recreation Cen ters 
of Sun City hired experts to 
perform a golf course water 
conservation master pla n. 
The study was submitted to 
the Arizona Department of 
Wa ter Resources where spe
cific suggestions were devel
oped and relayed to the 
RCSC. 

The ADWR calls for turf 
removal in areas that don·t 
affect golf play by installing 
a lternatives lo grass, s uch as 
desert vegetation, drough t 
toleran t ornamental plants. 
desert and range grasses and 
desert flowers. 

The RCSC has al ready 
checked several other items 
off the lis t of water conserva
tion ins tructions handed lo it 

flml 11 

who walked and analyzed the course. 
"I wish we could do one golf course a 

year," Frederick said. "I'm excited about 
It. We'll be one of the first around to 
start this.· 

According to Frederick. the project 
doesn 't need a membership vote, but Is a 
managerial decision to be made by the 
RCSC board based on residents' com
ments and professional recommenda
tions. 

A Lakes East Greens Committee has 
been formed with golfers, non-golfing 
homeowners who live on the course. the 
budget and finance -committee and the 
golf advisory committee. So far, the pros
pect of saving the millions of gallons of 
water has appealed to the commit tee. 

"There have been positive comments 

from a ll of the groups ," said Jim 
Kuchler. RCSC president. "This is our 
initia l effort to landscape all of the golf 
courses. Lakes East Is a s maller one we 
can use as a test run to learn from." 

Residents who live on Lakes East 
expressed concern over possibly losing 
the scenic grass behind their homes. 
Frederick said the committee responded 
by promising a t least 25 feet of grass 
remain in tact on the borders of the 
course where homes sit. The desert 
landscaping will be concentrated· around 
the tee boxes instead of along property 
lines. 

During the decision process, all of the 
residents a long Lakes Eas t will be noti 
fied of the proposal and gtveri an oppor
tunity to comment. 

For information on the proposed 
landscaping plan for Lakes East. call 
876 3000. 

by the J\DWR. includ ing the 
North a nd South irrigation 
projects. the lining of the irri
gation lake a t the North golf 
course and putting concrete 
in the creek at the Lakes 
West Golf Course. 

About five years ago. Quail 
Run·s 9-hole course was con
verted lo desert landscape. 
though not to the extent 
plan ned fo r Lakes East. 
according to Jim Frederick. 
RCSC director and chair of 
the golf advisory committee. 

The p roposed plan for 
Lakes East was done by golf 
course architect Gary Pranks 

See GOif, A5 
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SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT 

Infractions drop at cou~ses 
RCSC wedges in new rules· and .fines 
By Cecilia Chan 
Independent Newspapers 

More marshals and new 
fines mean fewer law breakers 
on the eight golf courses at the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City. 

The RCSC Board of Directors 
in May amended the golf policy 
to reflect new rules and penalty 
fees for offenses such as driving 
or hitting in areas under repair 
or ignoring cart path-only rules. 

" I support them I 00 per
cent," said Rus~ Morgan, who 
prepared to tee off at the Quail 
Run Golf Course. "Unless you 
have discipline, people get 
casual and loose. You need 
some guidelines." 

come with just a warning, said 
Jim Frederick, RCSC board 
member and Golf Advisory 
Committee chairman. 

Now first-time offenders can 
expect both a $IO fine and a 
warning ticket. Repeat offend
ers will see the· fine increase by 
$10. A third-time offender will 
pay $30 and face board action. 

The board also approved 
expanding the list of violations 
to include rules banning abu
sive language or aggressive 
action toward golf employees 
or other golfers and misuse and 
illegal transfers of golf receipts. 

the second offense. A third 
offense requires board action. 

Mr. Frederick said the fines 
for Category II offenses were 
already on the books but were 
not enforced. 

" We made these changes 
back in May and we had quite a 
few violators the first two 
weeks," said John Snyder, 
director of golf operations. "But 
since then we've only had one 
or two." 

The amended policy is post
ed on the RCSC Web site and at 
all the ·courses. 

GOLF COURSES 

August 4 , 2004 

Category I offenses such as 
improperly displaying cart per
mits and hitting range balls out
side the practice area use to 

Most of the new rules were 
added to the more serious Cate
gory II offenses, which carry a 
$25 per infraction and removal 
from the course for the first 
offense and $50 per infraction 
and one month suspension for 

Directors several months 
ago also approved hiring two 
more part-time marshals for a 
total of four to patrol the cours
es for non-paying players and 
rule-breakers. 

See Policy-Page 7 

Independent Newspapers/Cecilia Chan 
Golfer Jim Baker said the amended policy Is fine with him as 
he putts at the Willowcreek Golf Course. 

Policy 
Continued From Page 1 

In the first two months of regu
larly patrolling the courses, 45 
new trail passes were purchased. 
Each trail pass is $170. 

Mr. Snyder said despite a drop 
in residents, most violations -
people playing without paying -
come during the summer months 
because the pro shops close al 5 
p.m. The violators included both 
Sun City residents and non-resi
dents, he said. 

Pro shops in June began offer
ing an "After S p.m. Card" for resi-

dents and golf card holders w ho 
are unable to check into the pro 
shop before 5 p.m. for a receipt. 

"Since we got the additional 
courtesy patrol , there are barely 
any violations," Mr. Synder said. 

Golfer Jim Baker said the 
amended penalties and rules are 
fine by him. 

" II' doesn.' t m ake any differ
ence to rrie," he said as he prac
ticed hilling a few balls. "I' ll 
observe the rules and I'll abide by 
them." 

Mr. Frederick said the changes 
were needed. 
· "There was a lot of cheating 
going on," he said. "It was getti~g 
to be a problem on a rampant sit-

uation. They would go on the 
course in the afternoon and don't 
pay, don' t sign in. We put on sev
eral more marshals and it has 
worked out rather well. We don't 
have people doing nasty things 
·out there." 

Mr. Frederick, who wrote the 
language for the ame~de~ 
changes, said there were mc1-
dents where golfers mouthed off 
to employees. That by the way is 
considered a Category II offense 
and carries a $25 fine for a first 
offense. 

Despite the new regulations, 
there are still some scofnaws, Mr. 
Frederick said. 

" We still catch people out 

there, he said. "We catch people 
going out, playing on the South 
Course(which is closed for reno
vations). They come out with 
their golf cars and start playing." 

Golfer Albert Stevens, howev
er, thought hiring additional mar
shals unnecessary. 

"l think it's a waste of money 
for the rangers," he said. "There 
isn't that many infractions." 

Post your comments on this 
issue at newsblog.inlo/0302 

News editor Cedlia Chan can 
bereachedat972-6101 or 

cchan@newszap.com 
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Riverview superintendent 
keeps course out of rough 
ANNIE KARSTEHS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Greg Bailey has joined the 
elite ranks of Certified Golf 
Course Superintendents. 

Bailey, superintendent at 
Riverview golf course in Sun 
City, ls one of only 1,900 peo
ple worldwide who have the 
distinction of being certified 
golf course superintendent~. 
The Golf Course Superinten
dents Association of America 
deemed Bailey worthy of the 
title after years of hard work 
proving his abllities. 

"It's. always been a per
sonal goal of mine to become 
certified because it first 
shows to myself that I'm will
ing to put in the extra effort 
to better myself in my 
career." Bailey said. "It also 
shows others that I'm willing 
to make the extra effort to 
reach this level." 

It's taken him 12 years to 
get to this point in his career 
and getting here was no easy 
feat. 

The certification program 
was instituted in 1971 by the 
GCSAA, a Kansas-ba_sed pro
fessional organization that 
since 1926 has served men 
and women who manage golf 
courses in the U.S. and 
worldwide. . 

According to a GCSAA doc
ument, to become certified a 
candidate must have at least 
three years experience as a 
golf course superintendent, 
be employed in that capacity 
and meet specific post sec
ondary educational require
men ts and/ or continuing 
education points. 

After CO!Jlpleting those 
requirements, a candidate 
must pass a six hour exami
nation covering knowledge of 
GCSAA and it's certification 
program, rules of golf, turf
grass management, pest con
trol, safety and compliance, 
and financial and human 
resource management. 

JOY LAMBERT ·SLAGOWSKVDAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Riverview golf superintendent Greg Bailey recently earned his 
certification from the · Golf Course Superintendents Associa
tion of America. 

"Finally everything has 
come together to take the test 
and qualify," Bailey said, 
adding that he's ready to 
meet the challenge of raising 
the bar at Riverview. "This 
definitely puts me at a level 
where there will be more 
expected of me." 

An inspection · of Riverview 
was also necessary before 
Bailey could become a CGCS. 
His golf course operations 
were inspected by two area 
certified golf course superin
tendents: Patrick Burgess 
with Vistal Golf Club in Phoe
nix and ' Donald Courtney 
with Wigwam Golf and Coun
try Club. 

Riverview obviously passed 
the test. Bailey \Vas honored 
at the regular board meeting 
of the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City, when John Snyder, 
RCSC golf director, made a 

presentation to announce the 
accomplishment. 

"To become certified, it 
takes a lot of work and abso
lute dedication," Snyder said. 
"This reflects on his character 
and his dedication to the 
industry as well as to Sun 
City." 

Bailey, a father of three, 
has been superintendent at 
Riverview s ince October of 
2002. He said working for the 
RCSC has been extremely 
rewarding. 

"I've really enjoyed working 
for them. They're really trying 
to upgrade every aspect of 
their program," he said. "I'm 
also happy that the Recre
ation Centers of Sun City 
appreciates and recognizes 
the GCSAA." 

Annie Karstens can be 
reached at 876-2532 or 
akarstens@aztrib.com 
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Golfers gather for 
a morning round 

at South Golf 
Course 

Wednesday. The 
course will be 

closed for four 
months 

beginning June 
1. 

South Golf Course set to close for repairs on June 1 



RICH BOLAS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Betty Welch and an old friend are 
getting ready to part ways for the 
next four months. 

"I'll probably play a couple more 
times and that will be it," the Sun 
City woman said of South Golf 
Course. • After that, I'll have to play 
all over town." 

South Golf Course will be closed 
for four months beginning June 1 to 
allow workers to install a new irriga
tion system on the championship 
course. The course is scheduled to 
reopen on Oct. 4. 

"This is the same project that we 
had to close North for last year," 
said John Snyder, director of golf for 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City, 
Inc. "South is the last of our golf 

AERIFICATION DATES 
Willowbrook 
Willowcreek 
Riverview 
Quail Run 
North 
Lakes West 
Lakes East 
South 

Will owe reek 
Willowbrook 
Riverview 
North 
Quail Run 
Lakes West 
Lakes East 
South (closed) 

••• 

May 13 
May 14 
May 17 
May20 
May 21 
May 24 
May 27 
June 1 

Aug. 2 
Aug. 5 
Aug.6 
Aug.9 
Aug. 12 
Aug. 13 
Aug. 16 
Aug. 18 

courses to undergo this project." 
· In addition to the installation of 

the irrigation system, workers also 
will aerify the greens in June and 

overseed the course in October. 
"We're replacing all sprinkler 

heads, control boxes and computer 
systems," Snyder said. 

The system in use at the course 
has four to seven sprinklers on each 
valve, an inefficient use of water, 
Snyder said. Some sprinkler heads 
distribute more water .than others, 

. leaving dry spots on some parts of 
the course and wet areas on others. 

The new system will have a sprin
kler on each valve, and can be con
trolled by computer. 

The new sprinkler valves will be 
modem swing-joints, a new type 
more flexible when run over by lawn 
mowers or golf cars, Snyder ' said. 
Inside the joints are rubber gaskets 
that help prevent leakage. 

The grounds crew will be able to 
control the sprinkler system by the 

touch of a button , using a hand
·held device. 

"The new system will be more 
efficient," Snyder said. "It also will 
save w?ter." 

Last year's irrigation project at 
North cost $612,000 and the South 
project should mirror that expense, 
Snyder said. 

Welch doesn't plan to golf any 
less this summer despite having no 
access to her home course. 

She said she'll use tlle opportu
nity to play more rounds at the 
other championship courses oper
ated by the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City. 

"It's just one of those things that 
has to get done,· Welch said of the 
upcoming project. "I trust John Sny
der and if he says the work needs to 
be done to improve the course, I 
believe him." 
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RCSC cracks down on course violations 
Increased penalties 
may be imposed 
ANNIE KARSTENS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Beverly Davis of S un City is ti red of 
s haring local golf courses wilh tres
passers and rule-breakers. 

At a member/ di rector informa tion
excha nge meeting of the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City earlier th is week. 
Da vis s tood al th e podiu m a nd 
pleaded with the board of directors to 
hire more mars ha ls to monitor the 
centers· eight golf courses. She pre
sen ted a n extens ive lis t of viola tions 
tha t s he said occur far too often a nd 
cou ld be curbed by u ti lizing more 
marsh a ls to uphold more s tringent 
consequences. 

"It's got to be done. We're getting 
too ma ny people taking advan tage of 
ou r courses and a busing them." sa id 

Davis, a former RCSC boa rd member 
a nd former ch a irperson of th e golf 
committee. "Th ey are why ma ny of us 
came to Sun City; it's our ma in 
a ttraction here." 

Hiring add itiona l ma rsh a ls to join 
the two on th e RCSC payroll would be 
wor th the inves tment. Davis said. 
adding that until th e board does, 
res pons ible golfers will suffer . 

"We are out th ere to enjoy the day, 
the sport and the weather, and not to 
have to police the courses,· Davis 
sa id . 

Davis, secreta ry for the Willowcreek 
Women's Golf Club, said the s ituation 
Is the same at all of Su n City's golf 
courses. Offenders a re golfing without 
ch ecking In, a llowing ch ildren to drive 
golf cars a nd h olding up other golfers 
- a mong a s lew of other things, Davis 
sa id. adding tha t sh e Is most upset 
with people who treat the courses like 
pa rks by wa lking and biking on 
greens during golf hou rs . 

Jim Frederick, RCSC director and 
cha irman of the golf committee. con 
firmed tha t Davis' accusations were 
not unfou nded. 

"We a re aware of the problems, a n d 
they were discussed a t the golf advi
sory meeting." he said . "We know 
we've got to pu t some teeth into the 
penalties to make them work.· 

One marsha l monitors the five golf 
courses north of Gra nd Avenue and 
the o ther ma rsha l oversees the three 
courses sou th of Grand. For the past 
few months. the RCSC had only one 
ma rs h a l on d u ty , whi ch cou ld 
account for th e problems seem ing 
more prevalent, Freder ick sa id. A n ew 
marsh a l was hi red fas t week , so 
improvements should start, he added . 

Ideally. Frederick would like to hire 
two more ma rsha ls to fu rther a lleviate 
the problems and crack down on vio
la tors. Frederick is proposing to 
change the RCSC byla ws to include 

OFFENSES 
■ Blcycles during golf hours. 
■ Dogs with owners on courses during golf hours and In t he evenings 
without a bag or scoop. 
■ Walkers on courses during golf hours . 
■ Golf cars - coming off the streets to the clubhouse and underage
children and young-adult drivers Joy riding on courses. 
■ Trespassers mouthing back when t old they aren't allowed on the 
courses, stating they pay their recreation fees and are entitled t o do as 
they please. 
■ Golf cars driving between bunkers and greens with no handicapped 
flags displayed. 
■ Dress code not being enforced. M en players with no shirts on and 
_women with tube tops. 
■ Two players using one golf bag. 
■ Golf c ars parking In front of greens. 
■ Golfers hitting more than one ball while on the course and holding up 
groups. 
■ Nonmembers advancing toward coyot es with golf c lubs. 
■ Grandparents on the course with underage children, one of them driv
ing a golf car. 
■ Golfers not checking In before golfing and coming in right off t he 
street . 

Source: Beverly Davis of Sun City, secretary of the the Willowcreek Wom
en's Golf Club 
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i11crc<1s<"d JH'11,1lt il's !o r 
I hose who viol,1lc ~oil 
COlll"Sl' res tncliOIIS. 

"ll will b<" a ·110 11101T 
warnings· system ... h e said. 

Should h is proposal 
become a reality. violators 
would have to a nswer to 
the following consequences: 
firs t offense. the violator 
will - be removecl from the 
course and fined $25: sec
ond offense. the violator 
will be removed from lhe 
course and fined $50: third 
offense will result in aclion 
taken by the board of direc
lors. 

Currenllv. on the firs t 
vio la tion . - a warning is 
issued. and on the second 
viola tion. the offender is 
contacted for board aclion. 
when lhe RCSC directors 
decide lo fine or s us pend 
the violalor, said Jon Sny
der . RCSC director of golf. 

According lo Jerry Bil
lodeau. Recreation Centers 
of Sun Cily West golf opera
tions manager. the RCSCW 
has had no incidences on 
its seven golf courses such 
as those reported in Sun 
City. Cu rrenlly. the RCSCW 
doesn't have golf marshals. 
but Billodeau an ti cipa les 
they will have them come 
July. -

Each oJ the four golf 
courses in Sun City Grand 
is 'monitored by a bout 10 
pa id employees called rang
ers. said Josh Beisner. a 
firs t assistant a l the Desert 
Springs golf course. The 
most co111 111 011 viola! ion 

rq>mll'd i'i .~oil cars drivin,!.( 
l oo clos,· lo tl1e gnT11s. 
I kis11n s;i id . The pen,11 I it·s 
range lrn111 ;1 w;1rn i11,!.( ror 
lirsl ti1m· ollc-11clcrs lo a 30-
clay suspc11sio11 rrorn golf 
lor a second olknsc. a ncl 
re peal offenders ca n he 
banned from the course's 
permanently. he said. 

Beisner said rangers a re 
importan t for good cus
tomn se r vice. ge neral 
maintenance a nd upkeep of 
th e cou rses. Sun Ci ty 
Grand has plenty of rang
ers and has no intention of 
hiring more. he added. 

Sun City resident Wa nda 
Par ks asked lhe RCSC 
board if volunteer marshals 
were a n option. 

Frede ri c k sa id th at 
unfortunate ly, because 
marshals were paid in the 
pas t. the federal Fair Labor 
Slandards Act prohibits 
converting the position to 
unpaid. 

Pau l San toro. an avid 
Sun City golfer who plays 
every course, has witnessed 
firsthand some of the viola
tions Davis pointed ou t. He 
suggested that the RCSC 
hire temporary, on -call 
ma rs hals . to work only in 
peak seasons. 

"The problems a lways 
seem lo be when visitors 
are in town. We should 
have tempora ry marshals 
for vacation periods," San
loro sa id . ''They should only 
be engagecl when it's neces
sary and they catch enough 
violators io justify their 
costs." 

Nancy Cook or Su11 Cily 

Rcsc GOLF COURSE REGULATIONS 
Dress code: 

Proper golf attire Is required at all times for men and women. 
■ Shorts must be hemmed. 
■ No bathing attire. 
■ M en must wear shirts with sleeves. 
■ No shirts with offensive language. 
■ Shoes must be golf turf-t ype or athle tic style. 

Restrictions: 
■ No cars are allowed In between bunkers and greens. 
■ No people can walk or bicycle on the oourses during golf hours, which 
are 7 a.m. until dark. 
■ No sharing golf.bags - each player must have a bag. 
■ Golfers can play only one ball. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun City recognizes two categories of golf 
course violations, each punishable under the same terms: 
C<1tegory-one offenses: 
■ Golf cars or pull carts too close to the green. 
■ Driving In areas that are under repair, like desert landscape or wet 
area. 
■ Underage drivers. 
■ Cars permit not properly displayed. 
■ Ignoring cart-path-only rules (like If It rains, we don't allow cars onto 
fairways, must stay on path). 
■ Range baskets being taken out of practice area. 
■ Nongolfers on course during hours of play. 

Category-two offenses: 
■ No car permit or expired permit . 
■ Playing without checking In. 
■ Practicing on golf course. 
■ Abusive language toward golfers or employees. 

Source: John Snyder, RCSC director of golf. 

is a member of the Wil
lowcreek Women' s Golf 
Club. She said it's not only 
visitors tha t break the -
rules. 

··A lot of the times. it's 
the golfers h ere that a re 
ma king these problems ... 
Cook said. "We definitely 
need more marsha ls here." 

Sun City resident Patty 
George, a lso a member of 
the Willowcreek club. said 
the RCSC board has a 

respon s ibility to ensure 
golf-course safety. 

"Viola tions h appen a lot 
more o ft e n tha n they 
should," George said. "Peo
ple walking and biking dur
ing golf hours is especially 
concerning, because we 
could hurt them - hitting 
them with a ball could kill 
them." 

Annie Karstens may be 
reached at 876-2532 or 
akarstens@aztrib.com. 
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RCSC restricts fiscal bleeding of golf operations 
ANNIE KARSTENS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Recreation Centers 
of Sun City reports that 
although 2003 golf opera
tions remained in the red, 
the shortfall was 96 percent 
less than in 2002 - and 
not at the expense of the 
greens. 

In 2002, golf expenses 
generated a loss of approxi
mately $400,000 from the 
RCSC budget. In 2003, 
losses were reduced to 
$18,000, significantly lower 
than the previous year. 

Bud Hantke, treasurer of 
the RCSC board, is thrilled 
about the improvement and 
reten tion of funds. 

"We can thank a good 

golf 'director, courses that 
are in good shape and our 
competitive prices," Hantke 
said, adding that the num
ber of man-hours for the 
whole corporation has also 
dropped, a good sign that 
the courses are running 
smoothly, he said. 

RCSC board President 
Jim Kuchler also credits 
Director of Golf Operations 
John Snyder for the mone
tary improvement. 

"He is able to go out and 
get better prices for items 
like seed and equipment." 
Kuchler said. "Also. his 
management of personnel 
made a big difference." 

A $3 surcharge was 
implemented during May 

and June in an effort to 
increase revenue, a move 
that Snyder said definitely 
worked without ruffling any 
feathers. 

"Genera ll y, go lfers 
accepted the fee. because it 
accompanies better course 
conditions," he said. 

The electrical costs to 
run the courses' irrigation
pump stations had been 
high in the past. Snyder 
said. In 2003, those costs 
came in approximately 
$95,000 less than in 2002 
because of improved effi
cien cy of the pumps, he 
sa id, adding that the 
amount of en ergy used was 
reduced by about 100,000 
kilowatts. 

All of the pump stations 
were renovated with new 
software to better regulate 
irrigation, and a new pump 
was install ed at Wil 
lowcreek. Ne\\'. pump instal
lations are slated for Quail 
Run and Lakes East within 
the year, he said. 

"The superintendents 
have been doing a very 
good job at water conserva
tion as well," Snyder said, 
explaining how crucial it is 
that greens keepers moni
tor watering very closely. 

Bill Loslo, Sun City resi
dent and avid golfer, said 
he noticed the courses 
improved in 2003. 

"Th e courses are in 
exce ll ent s hape ," Los lo 

said. "I think the workmen 
have been doing a much 
better job this past year 
than in other years." 

Loslo appreciated correc
tions made to course water 
systems and is glad there's 
no more puddling on the 
fairways because of faulty 
sprinklers. The greens and 
sandtraps have been espe
c i a 11 y well -groomed in 
recent months, he added. 

When Snyder was hired, 
Loslo heard of his big 
plans, and he now is grate
ful Snyder followed them 
through. 

"He's done a wonderful 
job - brought in some 
innovative ideas, saved 
money and improved the 

courses . you can' t ask for 
much better tha n that. ·· 
Loslo said. 

Snyder , who' s been 
director about a year and a 
half, attributes much of last 
year's success to the greens 
superintendents. 

"The s uperintende nts 
that run the golf courses 
have done an excellent job 
of improving green condi
tions ." he s aid. '' Our 
rounds have increased s ig
nificantly, a nd membe rs 
are bringing more of their 
friends to play because of 
better of conditions." 

Snyder said improve
ments will continue and 
costs will remain low in 
2004. 
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A golfer tees off on the North Golf Course in Sun City this morning. Tee tops at North were 
overseeded with rye grass, but the warm weather has kept the Bermuda grass active 

Weather 
plays havoc 
on courses 
Conditions 
hamper some 
overseeding 
in Sun City 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUtl 

Hil?;h temperatures and 
wet weaLher have caused 
problems on Recreation Cen
ters of S un City golf courses. 

Unusually hot weather has 
brought insects and intro
duced plant diseases on the 
courses. said John Snyder. 
director of golf for the RCSC. 
in his report to the board at 
the informational excha~ge 
between members and di rec
tors Monday morning in Sun 
City. 

The cou rses have shown 
dama~e to the root structure 
of the grass because of grubs 
this fall. Snyder said. Grubs 
,ire normally found farther 
clown. below the grass a nd 
u nder iLs root s tructure. With 

IF YOU GO 
■ WHAT: Recreation Centers of 
Sun City board meeting 
■ WHEN: 9 a.m. Oct. 30 
■ WHERE: Sundial Auditorium. 
14801 N. 103rd Ave. 

the high temperatures and 
wet soil, the grubs are rising 
closer to the surface and eat
ing the roots. he said. This 
had caused the grass to die 
in certain areas . The grubs 
were treated with insecticide, 
Snyder said. 

The North Course has 
s hown damage symptomatic 
of a disease called ·rapid 
blighl. .. which is caused by 
wet weather combined with 
high temperatures. The dis 
ease was treated with a fungi 
cide. Snyder said . 

Rain on Oct. LO caused 
some overseeding problems· 
at the South. Quail Run, 
Lakes West and Willowcrcek 
golf cou rses. S nyder S<l id . 
Sa turated ~round led to 

See WEATHER, A5 
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eq ui pm e n t b r e akd o wn s . 
mainly while scalping. 

Sca lping is the process in 
whic h gree n bl ades a re 
removed from the grass to 
prepa re the ground for over 
seeding, Snyder said. On the 
above mentioned courses. the 
s taff has had to scalp twice 
this fa ll: scalping is easier 
when the grass is dry. he 
said. 

At this point. RCSC is not 
able to determine what the 
outcome will be on those 
cours es . Snyder s a id. Higher 
temperatures cause the Ber
muda grass to compete with 
the rye grass, he said. 

When as ked if there will 
likely be brown pa tches or 
dry a reas. Snyder sa id, '"We 
really won't know until the 
Be r mud a g r ass goes 
dormant." 

The golf s taff put a growth 
regu lator on the courses tha t 
s lows down th e Bermuda 
grass and doesn 't s low the 
rye. Snyder said. Additionally 
the s taff fertilizes the rye 
grass. The cou rses will not be 
over seeded again , he said. 

Overseeding has been suc
cessfu lly completed a t Lakes 
East. Willowbrook, Riverview 
and North courses. Snyder 
said. Golf cars a re restricted 
to the pa ths. 

Because the ground was 
sat ur ated a nd wa t e r 

accumulated on the grass. 
the mowers had to work too 
hard and broke clown. S nyder 
said. 

In other RCSC news : 
e The RCS C boa r d 

approved including a motion 
on the agenda of the next 
board meeting on Oct. 30 
which would al low RCSC 
board members to serve two 
consecutive terms on the 
board . The board will discuss 
the issue and vote on it a t 
that meeting. 

Five candidates running 
for the 2004 board will be 
introduced a t the meeting. 
said Gayle Schmidt. election
committee chairwoman. 

• J erry Swintek, golf
co m mitt e e c h a irm a n . 
reported tha t the RCSC board 
has fou nd tha t Quail Run golf 
course has a covenant gov
erning it a lready in place. 

The boa rd had not been 
able to find a recorded deed 
res triction following the expi
ration of Qua il Run's deed 
restriction in 1998, Swintek 
said. The board jus t found a 
copy of a deed restriction for 
Quai l Run that wen t into 
effect on May 5. 1998. The 
docu ment is effective for I 0 
years, plus an additiona l year 
for review of the deed before 
it must be ren ewed or 
changed. Swintek said. 

• The RCSC long-range 
planning committee is look
ing in to beefi ng up security at 

rec ce11ters in the next year. 
said Norm Dickson. cha ir
man. Concern over vandalis m 
and access to fac ilities by 
nonresidents a re two fac tors 
in the focus on security. he 
s a id. 

e The RCSC has added 
two Pilates classes, bringing 
the tota l number to 10. said 
Centers Opera tions Director 
Earl Feierabend. He said that 
use of the Sundia l Recreation 
Ce n te r ha s i n c r ease d 
70 percent compa red to the 
same period last year. 

• The men 's restroom 
remodeling project a t the Sun 
Bowl is almost complete. and 
s hou ld be finis hed soon. Fei
erabend said. 

Work on the replacement 
of a concrete facia on the 
front of the Sun Bowl with a 
s tucco one is a lso nearing 
completion. he said. 

• The RCSC plans to once 
again offer free, promotional 
massage therapy beginning in 
November, Feierabend said. 
The schedule with limes and 
locations will be published in 
next month 's edition of the 
S un v i ews . th e R CSC 
news letter. 

• Th ree a rchitects have 
submitted line drawings for a 
proposed remodeling project 
at Bell Center. Feierabend 
said. The areas to be remod
eled include the pool and 
locker room a rea . 

• Windmills used on Sun 

City goir cou rses lo kcep Can
ada geese away from golfe rs 
las t year a rc no longe r ellcc 
live. Snyder said. 

"The gees e have gotten 
us ed to it" and a re no longer 
sca red off. he said. 

RCSC golf is now tes ting 
the "Goose Buster." a new 
co n t r a p t io n t ha t e m i t s 
sounds resembling tha t of a 
wounded goose. repelling 
other geese. If it is effective, 
the courses will purchase the 
device. 

• Snyder a nd RCSC mem
ber Beryl Cropley of the Swa n 
Club reported there is no new 
informa tion on what caused 
the death of two swans at the 
12th-hole water hazard at 
Riverview. S nyder said he has 
met twice wi th water specia l
is ts from Aquatics Testing 
Laboratory of Tempe regard
ing the death of two swans 
last month . To da te , the 
water is normal. and nothing 
has been found that could 
have killed the swans, S nyd er 
said. 

• Maricopa County offi
cials recen tly tested the irr i
gation ditches a t Willowcreek 
and Riverview courses for 
mosquito larvae, Snyder said . 
The irrigation ditches· con
stant flow of wa ter prevents 
mosquito larvae in the ditch 
es, Snyder said . 

Erin Reep can be reached 
at 876-2532 o r 
ereep@aztrib.com. 
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summer. This means the 
course will be closed a little 
longer and the fairways will 

. not be overseeded for the win
ter months. 

Mr. Snyder said North Golf 
Course has experienced a 
poorer transition than the 
other courses over the last 
couple of years due to the older 
irrigation system, the relining 
of the irrigation lake and the 
high salt content of the soils. 

"We feel that now is the time 
to help remedy this by renovat-

VF GOLF COURSES 
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IRCSC approves new 
inc·rease i~ golf fees 
All SC courses to open Oct. 27 
By Tom Barry 
Independent Newspapers 

Golfers in Sun City will 
shell out an average of 5 per
cent more in golf fees when 
overseeding is completed and 
all eight of the community's 
courses open for play Oct. 27. 

The board of directors of 
the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City unanimously approved 
across-the-board increases in 
fees as were recommended in 
September by the associa
tion's Golf Advisory Commit
tee. 

The new fee schedule - the 
third in as many years - went 

· into effect Oct. 1. It was 
sought in an effort to reduce 
the_ RCSC Golf Operations 
deficit, explained Director 
Jerry Swintek 

In approving the increases 
at its Sept. 25 membership 
meeting, the board rejected 
arguments ·by ' critics who 
claimed the fees were unnec
essary. Anne Stewart, a long
time critic of the board, said 
not enough had been done to 
reduce costs before consider
ing the fee hikes. 

However, Mr. Swintek, a 
member of the Golf Advisory 
Committee, said, "The 
increases are long overdue 
and will help ensure the 

Ing the fairways and planting 
an improved variety of Bermu
da grass, which is now avail
able from seed," he said. 

Due to the immaturity of the 
new grass, the fairways will not 
be overseeded this winter 
allowing for the proper grow
ing time to establish a base 
that will be more tolerant of 
overseeding in years to come, 
Mr. Snyder explained. 

Overseeding will begin 
Thursday, Oct. 9, on the 
Quail Run, Willowcreek, · 
South and Lakes West golf 
courses. They will open for 
play on Oct. 27. 

Overseeding began Sept. 

future viability' of Sun City's 
eight courses, including our 
five championship courses." 

The increases mean an 
average of $20-$30 a year 
more for most RCSC mem
bers. 

In 2002 alone, RCSC's golf 
operations lost approximately 
$400,000, according to board 
Treasurer Bud Hantke. The 
newly instituted fee schedule 
is projected to reduce the 
deficit to about' $178,000. 

Director Norm Dixon cred
ited John Snyder, director of 
Golf Operations, for cost
effective management and 
maintenance of Sun City's 
aging courses. 

"He has done a wonderful 
job of reducing costs while 
maintaining the courses to the 
standards that our members 
have come to enjoy and 
expect," he said. 

In other Golf Operations 
news, Mr. Snyder said North 
Golf Course improvements 
are continuing. 

··_The opportunity to contin
ue to make significant 
improvements," he said. 

With the Installation of new 
sprinkler heads and a control 
system the decision was made 
to renovate the fairways this 

See Golf - Page 7 

SC Annual Golf Fees 

Among the changes in the fee schedule: 
• The annual prepaid greens fee and trail fee on all 

courses (no per round fee) rose from $1,130 to $1,186. 
• The annual prepaid greens fee and trail fee on all 

courses (plus per round fee Nov. 1, 2003 through June 30, 
2004) increased from $590 to $620. 

• The annual prepaid greens fee and trail fee on all 
three executive courses (no per round fee) increased from 
$1,000 to $ 1,050. 

• The annual prepaid greens fee and trail fee on all 
three executiv~ courses (plus per round fee) Nov. 1, 2003 
through June 30, 2004) increased from $1,000 to $1,050. 

• The annual trail fee rose from $ 160 to $1 70. 

18 on the North, Lakes East, courses. Those four courses 
Willowbrook, and Riverview opened for play Oct. 6 . 



RCSC hikes 
golf fees 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Recreation . Centers of 
Sun City board unanimously 
approved an increase in some 
golf fees of approximately 5 
percent. 

The board voted Thursday 
morning at its regular meet
ing at Sundial Auditorium, 
preceded by a quarterly mem
bership qieettng with 125 
members present. 

The rate hike will go into 
effect Wednesday. Among the 
changes: 

e The annual prepaid 
greens fee for courses is pro
posed to be raised from $590 
to S620. 

• The trail fee is proposed 
to be raised $10 to Sl 70. 

Som e RC SC m embers 
spoke out in favor of the fee 
increas~ and in support of 
the board during the quar-
terly meeting. ' 
. "I rise to support th e golf 
in c reases, · said Doug 
Caravaggio. 

. Discouraged by many neg
ative comments he has heard 
in . membership meetings, he 
said he didn't want to be 
·against everything." 

"This has been a peaceful, · 
wonderful city,· he said 
"Let's be together." · 

Car avaggio's comments 
drew applause. 

DAILY NEWS-SUN FRIDAY, SEPT. 26, 2003 

Avid golfer and member Mary Stucken
schneider thanked the board for maintaining 
RCSC courses well. As she coordinates and 
books golf tournaments, wherever she has 
gone. she said, "every single one of the super
intendents I've met has said wonderful things 
about Sun City's courses and the great way 
they're maintained." 

In other RCSC board news: 
• Member Bill Gill asked for a membership 

vote at the next quarterly membership meeting 
in Nqvember to amend the articles of Incorpo
ration to allow directors to run for a second 
consecutive term. Board members said they 
would consider It, and have an answer at the 
October board meeting. 

• Board President Dorothy Hirtzel dis
cussed recent reported acts of vandalism in 
the Bell Recreation Center parking lot. The 
center has allocated three parking spaces for 
.the recently relocated Sun City Visitors Center, 
she said. Last Tuesday night, "someone 
removed the signs and bent over the sign 
posts," she said. Hirtzel said the board Is con
cerned "there are people out there who think 
it's OK to destroy (RCSC) property." 

• Monthly income for August was higher 
than budgeted, reported Treasurer Bud Hant
ke. However, the year-to-date figure is slightly 
lower than budgeted. Total income for August 
was $944,850, compared to the budget's 
S941 ,073 . Year - to-date income was 
S9.825 million, versus the budgeted 
S9.903 million. 

"We are within S 77, 21 7 of budget, or less 
than 1 percent of the total," Hantke said. . 

At the same time , August operating 
expenses were lower than budgeted, Actual 
expenses for the month were S1.067 million, 
compared to the budgeted $1.135 million - a 
difference of about $68,400. Year-to-date oper
atmg expenses were S8. 785 million, $638,233 
more than budgeted. . 

"We have our directors of centers and golf to 
thank for their efficient use of funds provided 
for their operations," Hantke said. 

• The bid committee approved bids for two 
bud~eted projects and one major purchase, 
totaling approximately S45,553. The major 
purchase was a new Canon 5020 digital copier 
for the administrative offices at a cost of 
Sl 1:464, said board Secretary Jim Kuchler, 
chairman. The vendor was Ikon Office Solu
tions of Tempe. · 

~r:ie . bid accepted was for the , global
pos1tlonmg system mapping of South Golf 
Course for $24,980, Kuchler said. 

"This is the first phase of a larger project to 
upgrade the irrigation system on South Golf 

Course," Kuchler said. "It is similar to the 
CPS-mapping phase of the upgrade of the 
irrigation system on the North Golf Course 
completed earlier this year." 

The contractor is Coates Irrigation Con· 
sultants Inc. of Scottsdale. 

The second bid Is for replacement of 
screens on the tennis courts at Lakeview 
Center for $9,109 by Arizona Rain Gutters of 
Phoentx. 

. The ~opier and CPS-mapping are among 
six proJects paid with capital-improvement 
funds. The'2003 capital bu·dget has S430,893 
remaining, because some projects were 
deferred for a variety of reasons and others 
were cancelled, Hantke said. 

In addition, the board approved eight 
treadmills at $ 16,000, renovations for the 
Camera Guild and RV Club at $30,000, and 
architectural line drawings for the Fairway 
project and possible remodeling of the Bell 
exercise room and pool area at S30,000 each . 

• Member Robert Buck, standing bowling
committee member, expressed concern over 
the temperature at the bowling lanes in Bell 
Recreation Center. 

At a recent club function where 80 men 
were bowling, conditions were uncomfortable. 

"The lanes were so s ticky and the 
approaches were so sticky, they could hardly 
bowl," he said, 

Buck said he has been a bowler since 
1956, and in all his years of bowling, has 
never used a facility where the lanes were not 
air-conditioned. 

Hantke said the board is aware of the 
proble111, and the long-range planning com
mittee has discussed It. Feierabend also has 
looked into installing air at th e center 
Hantke said. ' 

Due to the roofing system, in stalling air 
conditioning would require modification or 
replacement of the roof, he said. The presen t 
cooling system is a convoluted evaporative 
syste~ th~t sits on the ground, Hantke said. 
Comphcatmg the issue, directors and long· 
range planning committee members foresee 
that eventually, some of the community's 
lanes will have to close, Hantke said. 

"Someday, Sun City will only be able to 
support one bowling (facility). We know that • 
he said. ' 

Hantke added that is years away. 
"These are things that are not going to 

happen overnight ," he said. 
• The board unanimously approved grant

ing a" charter to the "Happy Days are Here 
Again Dance Club. The club will feature 
dances with music from the 1950s through 
the 1970s, including music from Elvis Pres
ley, _Perry Como, Roy Orbison and Dean 
Martm. 
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RCSC board poised for vote on 
Committee 
recommends 
5o/c in crease 

golf-fee hike 
ERIN REEP 
!)~IL'✓ I/EV,s-sur. 

ThL Recreation Cen ters of 
Sun City board will decide 
later thi::; month whether to 
,1pµro1·e rJ.is1ng golf fees . 

A 5 percent increase has 
been recommended by the 
golf advisory committee a<; a 
ll'ay to b r ing in added 
rel'enue. 

About 60 co rp oration 
members fill ed the Social Hall 
at Lakeview Center Monday 
morning to learn more about 
the uicreases a nd voice their 
opinions. 

Board members say the in
crease is necessary to · keep 
Su n City an a tt rac tive golfing 
commun ity where golfers get 
the most for their money. 

"Basically. the golf opera
tion is losi ng money." said 
Di r ector Jer r y S winte k. 
chairman of the golf commit
tee. As golf continues to lose 
money. "we have to look at 
h o 11· l o i m p r ov e t h a t 
situation." 

According to board Trf'a
s u r e r Bud Hant k e . golf 
expenses exceeded revenue 
by S400.000 in 2002. By the 
end of 2003. RCSC d irectors 
exp ec t the defici t to be 
reduced to SI 78 ,000, he said. 

"It's obvious we need to 
in c reas e pr ice-:, w it h o u t 
decreasing play, " he said. 

The golf committee told the 
board last year a fee increase 
wou ld be necessary th is year, 
Hantke said. 

If approved a t the Sep t. 25 
board meeting, the increases 
would go into effect Oct. 1. 

··Jt works well with the 
budget cycle. a nd It a lso 
works i!llo the curren t year,· 
Haneke sa id. 

Some RCSC members are 
strongly opposed to any fee 
increases. Community activ
ist Anne S tewa rt said her 

Sun City Formula Registry 
would no t support such 
Increases. 

~We come here today to 
protes t any golf-fee Increas
es," she sa id. 

Stewa r t sa id she Is 

BiU Wasden tees 
off on the 10th 
hole at Lakes 
East in Sun City 
this morning. 
01 ·1 rseeding 
,1egins Thursday 
on four Sun City 
courses: Lakes 
East, Riverview, 
Willowbrook and 
the greens at the 
North Course. 
The courses will 
be closed until 
Oct. 6; the 
remaining 
Recreation 
Centers of Sun 
City courses will 
be closed for 
overseed ing Oct. 
9. 

STEVE CHERN EK/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

concerned golf-fee Increases 
wtll price people out of the 
game In Sun City. 

"We want them to cost-cut 
and lower the prices, because 
we want people In Sun City to 
be able to play," s he said . 

RCSC members 8111 Gill 
and 8 !11 Loslo said they sup
port th e Increases. Gill has 
golfed for more than 65 years 
and said h e enjoys being able 
to golf three to fou r times a 
week In Sun City at an 

(j v &/<, 



affordable rate. Loslo pointed I 
out the increases per round 
would a mount to less than 
the cost of a postage stamp. 

Swintek s aid four directors 
on the RCSC board are golf
ers, and they will feel the 
impact of golf-fee increases as 
much as anyone. 

·so we certainly look with 
a close eye when there's going 
to be a golf increase," Swintek 
said. 

The committee considers 
increases that would be "rea 
sonable and appropria te," he 
said. 

The board had a facts 
sheet available for general 
members at th e meeting. It 
lis ted sample surch arge rates 
for year-round residents who 
play three rounds per week at 
S3 per game. Figuring the 
s urcharge for 34 weeks of the 
year. the golfer would pay 
S306, with no surcharge dur
ing the 18 weeks of summer. 

The annual prepaid greens 
fee for courses Is proposed to 
be raised from S590 to S620. 
The trail fee Is proposed to be 
raised S 1 0 to S l 70. Adding 
the figures and dividing by 
the number of rounds, golfers 
wou ld pay S7.03 per round 
instead of S6. 77 per round -
a di fference of 26 cen ts per 
game. 

Directors pointed out such 
an Increase Is less than the 
cos t of a cup of coffee. 

·so you skip a cup of coffee 
that morning," Swin tek said. 
.. Bring a cu p from home." 

In other RCSC news: 
• Earl F'eierabend, director 

of c enters o p e rati o ns , 
u pdated me mbers and 

See RCSC, 15 
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directors on recent improve
ments and repairs. 

The Sun City Visitors Cen
ter relocated to the Bell Rec
reation Center. The new loca
tio n o n ce hou s ed th e 
rec-center supervisor's office 
a nd a conference room. Th e 
cos t of re m od eling was 
S5 ,800; tota l cost of the relo
cation (inclu ding the supervi
sor's office) was S 16,974, F'el
erabend said. 

Tennis-court screens were 
replaced a t th e Ma rinette and 
Lakeview centers. The repa irs 
were necessary due to da m
age from winds during recent 
s torms. Repa ir costs were 
S2 , 245 and S4, 1 89 ·, 
respectively. 

Replace m ent of a 
s rninless-steel oven hood at 

the Riverview snack s hop 
cost S8,225. The hood needed 
to be replaced because the 
fans a nd vents were no longer 
working and could not be 
repaired. 

A leaking wastewater pipe 
discovered two weeks ago in 
the men 's restroom at the 
Sunbowl caused damage to 
the wooden studs and dry
wall in the building. It will 
cos t S2,6 15 to replace the 
floor ti le and wall. an d 
S4,285 for th e rough plumb
ing, including replacing water 
and drain lines. Replacing 
the fixtures will cost S3, 776. 

Shows scheduled for Sept. 
28 and Oct. 5 at the Sun 
Bowl h ave been relocated to 
t h e Sundial Auditoriu m, 
1480 1 N. 103rd Ave. 

• John Snyder , direc tor of 
golf. u pdated members on 
work on Sun City courses. 
The North Golf Course will 
reop en Oct. 6 fo ll owing 
installation of a new irriga
tion system. 

Th e n ew Will owc r ee k 
pump s tation is to begin 
operation Wednesday, h e 
said. In the process of ins tall
ing the new s tation, a gate 
valve n·eeded to be replaced. 
The gate valve prevents water 
from re-entering the pump 
station whlle workers a re 
installing or repa iring it, Sny
der said. 

The area on which the old 
pump s ta tion was bu ilt had 
sand In its base, causing th e 
walls to cave In as th e new 
station was Ins talled . The 
cave-in damaged the electri
cal service, which then had to 
be replaced, Snyder said . The 
new wiring was required by 

Maricopa Cou nty, as the old 
electrical panels were outdat 
ed, he said. An electrical con 
tractor was retained to do the 
replacement a nd obta in the 
necessary county permits to 
do so. 

Overseeding begins Thurs
day on four Sun City courses. 
Lakes East, Riverview, Wil 
lowbrook and the greens a t 
t h e No r th Co u r se. The 
courses will be closed until 
Oct. 6; the remaining courses 
will be closed for overseeding 
Oct. 9. , 

The well motor a t River
view and the 50-horsepower 
drive at the Sou th Course 
were struck by lightning dur
ing a recent storm a nd wil l 
n ee d to be rebuilt or 
replaced, Snyder said. 

Erin Reep can be reached 
at 876-2 532 or 
ereep@aztrib.com . 
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RCSC mulls 5o/o 
golf fee increase 
By Anne Brady 
Independent Newspapers 

A 5 percent Increase in 
the annual fee paid for a golf 
pass is being considered by 
the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City Governing Board. 

The board's golf commit
tee voted unanimously last 
week to recommend the 
hike, which would increase 
the cost of an annual golf 
pass from $590 to $620, 
effective Oct. 1. The full 
board will take up the issue 
at its regular meeting Sept. 
25. 

The existing $3 s urcharge 
per round would r emain the 
same. 

The cost of a trail pass 
would rise to $ 1 70 from 
$160. 

Golf 
Continued From Page 1 
the budget for the coming 
year. 

"Golf is still not breaking 
even ," he said. "The Budget 
& Finance Committee basi
cally agrees with the dh:ec
tor of golf. 

"It Is the opinion of the 
committee that as we 
improve the courses , we 
slowly raise prices. We don't 
want to price ourselves" so 
high that people won't golf. 

The cost per round of golf 
for an individual golfing 
three rounds per week for 
34 weeks (eight months) of 
the year, would go from 
S6.77 to $7.03. That same 
golfer in Sun City West 
would pay $12 per round, 
under a new r ate schedule 
set to go Into effect Oct. l . 

The cost per round for 
those who d on't buy an 
annua l pass would go from 
$ 19 to $20. The fee for a 
pass to a ll RCSC golf cours
es with no surcharge would 
go from $ 1, 130 to S 1. 185. 

Board Treasurer Bud 
Hantke said the Budget & 
Finance Committee also had 
approved including the pro
posed hike when it prepares 

See Golf- Page 7 

Director of Golf Opera
tions John Snyder said the 
golf division is projected to 
break even in 2005 if neces
sary rate hikes are imple
mented . 

The golf division has a 
projected deficit of 
$200,000 next year without 
the golf fee increase, which 
is expected to generate 
$100,000. 

The committee a lso dis
cussed the possibility of hir
ing a consul tant to research 
possible ways the golf divi
sion could cut costs. 
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Panel proposes hike 
in golf fees in Sun City 
Increases 
range from 
3½% to 5% 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Recreation Centers of 
Sun City's Golf Committee 
has voted to recommend an 
increase in fees for the com
ing year. 

Cha innan J im Frederick 
informed the boa rd and 
membership about the pro
posal a t the meeting Thurs
day morning in Sundia l 
Auditorium. 

Frederick said the commit· 
tee had recently discussed fee 
hikes, and approved recom
mending to the board an ini
tial increase of 3.5 percent to 
5 percent. (See chart on Page 
A5.) 

Olher fee increases were 
voted on at a committee 
meeting Thursday afternoon. 

Th e recommendations 
must now be adopted by the 
board before taking effect 
Oct. I . Frederick said. 

The meeting was the first 
regu lar session after the 
summer break. Vice Presi
dent Norm Dickson led the 
meeting in Dorothy Hirtzcl's 
absence: a ll other board 
directors were present. 

In other Recreation Cen
ters of Sun City news: 

• In July and Augus t. the 

bids committee approved six 
bids for budgeted items and 
one for a nonbudgeted item, 
said Chairman Jim Kuchler. 
The bids totaled $166,550 ' 

The b u d ge ted items 
include $9,663 for 38½ tons 
of fertilize r for the golf 
courses to UAP Timberland of 
Chandler, $21 ,725 for coa t
ing the Bell Recreation Center 
parking lot by Ace Asphalt of 
Arizona, $30,968 for upgrad
ing fixtures in the west park
ing lot of the Marinette Recre
a tlon Center to begin in 
mid-September by Hatfield
Reynolds Electric Co. of 
Phoenix , $10,320 for an 
annual contract with Western 
Pump Service to maintain the 
distribution pumps on the 
golf courses and $4,560 to 
lhe same firm for annual 
maintenance ·of pump sta
tions and $33,189 for trim
ming palm trees by Artzona 
Tree Care of Glendale. 

The nonbudgeted item was 
$56. 125 to Kenneth L. McIn
tyre of Glendale for repairs to 
lhe Sun Bowl. Earlier work 
not included in the bid 
involve d r e moving the 
precast-concrete fascia; the 
concrete rim will be replaced 
with lighter, safer stucco fas
cia. The work is scheduled to 
begin next Tuesday a nd 
should be complete by mid
September. in time for the fall 
shows. Kuchler said. 

• Treasurer Bud Hanlke 

See RCSC, 15 
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updated members on the 
budget. In particu lar. he 
noted that food and liquor 
sales were down in July by 
about $4,000 from budget. 
but overa ll. the centers· 
income was up $7.000 
because of the sale of golf 
equipment and added reve
nue from massages offered at 
th e S undia l Recreation 
Center. 

Hantke said the food ser
vice continues to run at a 
deficit but it's down year to 
date $89,655 from $136:ooo. 

• In a report on the insur
a nce committee, Frederick 
noted lhat insurance rates 
have been locked in wilh Cin· 
cinnati Insurance Co. for the 
next three years. The rates 
have increased by $20,445 
from last year, however , 
because lhe assessed value of 
the centers has been updat
ed. Frederick said. The in
crease is much less than the 
committee expected, he said. 

• Wilbur Smith of lhe Sun 
City PRIDES presented a pro
gram on lhe volunteer organi
zation. The acronym stands 
for "Private Res idents Individ
ua lly Donating Essential Ser
vices.· More than 300 indi· 
victuals donate about 200 
hours per week to keep the 
city clean. 

Sun City PRJDES spend 
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DAILY CASH GREEN FEES 

Regulation : 9 Hole : 9 Hole : 18 Hole: 18 Hole : Twilight : Twi light 
Resident : $9.50: $10.00 : $19.00 : $20.00 : $12.00 : $13.00 

...,Grnu...,es_t .....,.,._.,: $16.00: $16 00 : $32.00 : $32.00 : $20.00 : $20.00 
1 'Rates • cumn , proposed : CIJlld • /Jf#lfJlllld 

Executive : 9 Hole : 9 Hole : 18 Hole : 18 Hole : Twilight : Twilight 
Resident : $7.50: $8.00 : $15.00 : $15.75 : $9.00 : $9.50 
Guest : $13.50 : $13.50 : $26.50 : $26.50 [ $16.00 : $16.00 
per round lee : $1 .50: : $3.00 : : 

': .. ,.,. --:.. ~ ' 
- - - --- - __ ,._ J - _.... -

Regulation : 9 Hole : 9 Hole : 18 Hole: 18 Hole : Twilight : Twilight 
Resident $5.25: $5.50 : $10.50 : $11.00 : $6.00 : $6.30 
Guest : $8.00: $8.00 : $16.00 : $16.00 : $10.00 : $10.00 

' < 

... ~,!-·J.., .... '~~'\'!... ' 

Executive 
Resident 
Guest 

: 9 Hole : 9 Hole : 18 Hole: 18 Hole : Twilight : Twilight 
: $4.25: $4.50 ' $8.50 -: $9.00 : $5.00 ' $5.25 
: $6.50 : $6.50 : $13.00 : $13.00 : $8.00 $8.00 

per round fee : $0: $0 : 

ANNUAL PREPAID GREEN FEE PERMIT 

All courses (no per round fee) 
All Courses (plus per round fee Nov. 1 - June 30) 
All Executive Courses (no per round fee) 

: $1130.00: $1185.00 
: $590.00: $620.00 
: $1000.00: $1050.00 
: $460.oo: $483.oo All (three) Executive Courses (plus per round fee 

Nov. 1 - June 30) 

SOURCE: RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY 

time gathering tras h along 
the roadways and cleaning 
out lhe canals of the commu
nity, Smilh explained. 

· we keep the 
roadways ... neat and clean." 
he said. 

CHARLES WAOE/OAILY NEWS-SUN 

They also pick oranges and 
nurture lhe more than 3.000 
trees in lhe community. he 
said. 

Erin Reep can be reached 
at 876 - 2532 or 
ereep@azlrib.com. 
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North Golf Course in Sun City is closed for improvements until Oct. 6. 

TOUGH CHOICES 
Drought affects course decisions 
By Lindsey Remington 
l11Ckpc11clc11t ewspapers 

North Golf Course in Sun 
C'ily will be closed longer 
tl1;111 previously an licipated 
for 1111provements to the 
course·s i r riga tion system 
and greens. 

Th e course. which has 
been closed since June 2 for 
installation of new sprinkler 
heads and a new commuter
ized control system. earlier 
was expected to reopen in 
early August. but is now 
scheduled to reopen Oct. 6. 
said John Snyder director 
o fgolr. -

The delay will allow for an 
1111pro\·ed variety of bermu
da ,;rass to be planted this 
.-,urnmer. he said. 

"We want to let it set and 
get a good base before peo
ple start driving on it," he 
,-,aid. 

Every year. golf directors 
!!_rapple with choices regard-
111g ho\\' much overseeding 
to do on courses to keep 
them green. With recent 
d rou[!;ht condition. never 
ha\·e the choices been more 
d1llicult than they are this 
sun1111cr. with reco rd -break
ing telllperatures hitting the 
area as well. 

One of the reasons for the 
1111prm·rments at North Golf 
Cuur:::.l' 1:::. the drou~tll over 

the last two years. Mr. Sny
der said. The new sprinkler 
heads are lllore efficient so 
that not as much water is 
used. and the control sys
tem, which. among other 
things. con t rols how much 
water is distr ibuted through 
the heads for each area .of 
the course. is more 
advanced. he said. 

He said that the city's 
oth er courses. except for 
!3outh. had also received 
improvelllents to their irri
gation systems. 

"Everybody I residents) 
seems thrilled to death and 
excited that we're making 
these improvements," he 
said. 

SCW cuts back 
In response to the 

drought, Sun Ci ty West has 
decided not to fully overseed 
all seven of its golf courses 
this year. said Cher Petersen 
chairwoman of the Recre
ation Centers of Sun City 
West Golf Committee. 

Trail Ridge. Grand.view 
and Pebblebrook golf cours
es will be completely over
seeded. but only the par
fou r holes. tees and putting 
greens will be overseeded at 
Deer Valley. Echo Mesa. 
Desert Trails and Stardust. 

"We're cutting back 011 the 

areas we're oversecd1n!!, dut· 
to the drought co11d1t1ons .. 
slie said. 

The city saved S50.00U 
this year by nor fully 01·er
seeding all the courses. slw 
said. 

The cost for the year for 
labor and seed is estimated 
at S 140.000. 

Ms. Petersen added that 
as part o f a five-year plan. 
the comm ittee intends to 
ins tall zeroscape on it:::. 
cou rses. which would 
re_place the grass on the 11011-
playable areas of the cou r s
es with desert landscape. so 
that no water is necessary 

She said a few areas 011 
Echo Canyon golf course 
have the new landscape. 

Deer Valley, Desert Trails. 
Stardust and Trail Ridge 
will be closed Sept. 29 to 
Oct. 20 for over seed 111g ancl 
Echo Mesa. Grandv1C\1· ancl 
Pebblebrook will be closl'd 
Oct. 20 to Nov. 9. 

SCG upgrades 
Some Sun City Grand 

courses· irrigation syste111::i 
are being updated 111 
response to drought condi
tions. said Ken Davidson . 
director of golf operation:::. 

See Courses - Page 1 O 
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-• <l ll. !Or 111,1.XIIHUm erfl• 
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'.'. , r,· pt:nding a lot of 
·.::.l u11 11,itcr manage
r!., rll llc :,d1cl " \Ve want to 
1.,,,. 1hc bare m mimum that 
111,· turf requires ... 

tluw,·,·er. Sun Ci ty 
t,r.111d·-; fou r gol f cou rses 
w1li IJ,· o,·e rseeded the same 
"" :,1:,l yc:l'r. Mr. Davidson 
,,,t.d 

\ \ 'c· ::,hop around every 
1 ,·.11 1or a good price on 
'-""c1 LJUct llly blends of grass 
,.,, ,·cl Ii,· -,aid 

,, r .1111 t ,· Ltll:, North and 
.1n-1: ru11 11'111 be closed for 
. ,·: -, nt1 1.~ 1ro111 Sept 15 

u, t 9 G rc1111te Falls 
::- , .l l1 ,111li l)c-,ert Spri ngs 
11 .. , Ix llo::,ccl lrom Oct. 13 

\t.)\ 6 
. ilt Jl:1, t' ul the \\'filter 

: . , . Jc1,., , ,,,·,·cl increase d 
:r :11 Jbout 50 cents pe r 

. ,:lei lu t5t5 Lents a pound 

Photo by Lindsey Remington lndepenaen• r--."',._ s~"~ • 
Riverview Golf Course in Sun City will be closed Oct. 9 to Oct. 27 for overseed ing. to help 1t 
remain lush and green. 

this year from last year. he 
said. Each course needs 
about 60.000 lbs. of seed. 
wh ich will cost about 
S 158.--100 this year. 

Sun C ity Grand golf 
courses get their water from 
the Maricopa Irrigation Dis• 
tri ct. which is a combina
tion of water from the canal 
system and groundwa ter 

from wells. 
Sun Ci ty estimated it 

w ould spend SI 03.699 for 
winter r ye gr ass seed this 
year. 

Due to the· immaturity of 
the new grass a t the No rth 
Golf Course. the fairway~ 
there wil l not be over seeded 
with r ye grass this fall. said 
Mr. Snyder. Some of the 

co1n111on bl"r11111(l.1 _r ,.,., ,._. 
still ex ist 011 till' 1.11111 ,,., 

Lakes \\'l·-,t \\ ,,1 ,,1:J. 
and R11·ernt·11· L,ul1 <" .:-,, 
in Sun C1t1 11·1'1 IJ\',, ,.,, : : 
ovc r sced1;1L!, 1ru11. :-,, p 
throul!,h O, t <) ,:.,: __ •• 

Run . \\'lllu11t:llh .. i:·.,-
We st. and ~uull. ,1 

closed from o, t ~J " · 

Oct. 27 . 
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Rocket caa-die -
gives -hi~te~)l. -__ . -: 
tips tQ.:gQifeJ9~·:~ 
• :.,, • J ,I } • ' ., -. • .[ • I ~ . ) . .., 

,,,. ., . 
ERIN.REEP . . . t,, week. \ . . ' ' .. · •. 

. DAILY NEWS-SUN , ... ,,,,' • · • ' The hand-held GPS device, 

.. · • . ~~,._. ,, ..... , ·• ,: .. _ ~·-~;wli(ch_Js}t:pe';!s,tze.~?,Fa .sm~:·, 
'>1,. 84!:Loslo . ~ ~fve~ ?acJ:-a : c<:llular. plione -gtve,s the ;dis- " 
. gfjl-qufte like fi¥s. ·, . . _;, ~i -tariCC: in. yards between where ~.· 
:t'~His .Iiew,_:, per~?nal - elec~~ :·the"golfet-"st;fucts·and ·a nu~:.·:.' 
!i:o~c._ g?~. caddie ~ves ~·~ ,\; be:r of set pottjts on th~nole~? . .\ 
det:8!1~d~, irifonnation, tp .. !lei~,';: ,. 'Sun Cit}t?gaµ)!trector Jo~•~,1 -
improve. hi§_ golf_ gaJ11e,.,.guch . ·SnY,der stood: at RiV:etv).e\J(S\ 

·. as. ·?fstanc,!s · betw~en Losfo first hole Thursqay,:moP}iPg;-'.~.; 
.• an~ -;the _liole,. lo,catlons ,.9f GPS.in haQd, deiponstr~tlng · 
. ~and trap~_~dw3:te; l]azarp~ how~t4~ n,io~~l ~Orfed:,,.' .. ':'..'.}:, ~~-: 
-on· the course,- -and dot~ •: .. ' Within minutes . .t;he device ·· 

. plotteq . JD¥li:~aps of, tpe ·had connected fo4~GPS sat- . 
green: ~ " .. '. '_ ,'.···.,e.llite_apd~r.eport~d. ~e-num-: .. 

The· .. SkyGolf Gl_obal .Posi- . ber of'yards' l;>et\yeen Snyder_ .' 
tioning _Syste~ _made· an •_ and ,the·hole:A mini-graph _of •. ,' 

: impact 01:3- Loslo ~ golf g~e ·the · green-. popp~ct, up, ;with_ · 
last week ·as he began usmg three distances . numerically. "" 
it . , ,:,· . · . - displayed. · ···'~· ;,". · ,, .. ' . · ,, ; 

"It makes a big differenc~ , "V!e'.re _410 fards from the .;. 
in: how you play th~ game, · gretn·" he said: · '- • ~ .' · · · ,. ·· 

: Loslo · sai.d. ' "It does so m~y . Snyder !Ila.cl~. a , quid~ ·•· 
things}ts really something. adjustment, and the numI:>ers . 

. Sun _City golfers looking to appeared larger, l'I!aki~g 
improve. their game m~y con-_ them easier . to . read for those 
sider buying one of the GPS \vith. poor eyesight. .. 
hand-held devices,. now avail- • The GPS tells the handicap 
able at the Riverview Go~ 

· Course• Pro Sh9p. 'f4e ~~urses 
just acquir~d the devices last 
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I:: 
for .$325. In addition, golfers -supposeclto'be using." SkyG,oii- GP.S has sol~ 
must subscribe to the compa- The GPS ~ows Loslo to about 500 units in Arizona 

and par of the hole and mea-, n1,s satellite service annually:· 'mark his ba_ll ana track dis- this year,· and · more than 
surements , over· hills; trees For $29.95 the goJ[er can use • tances · hl! has hit, the ball. 10,000 nationally, saf:d Dan 
and other obstructions. the GPS on ariy course in Ari0 ·5q· u tells you what you did," Krones, sales director for Ari-

"It t 11 h f; tp ., zona that · uses the SkyGolf he said. . • zona. . _ 

Fnllll1 

bunk e s ~u righowt ~ ~ ' system. For·$49:95, it can be . . Loslo . said the GPS does · . "We have' 150 golf courses 
er on e si e O . used on any course in' the not do miracles for the golfer. - that have been enabled for 

the green is," Snyder said. th d th Sir<~ · · d hi th. ball ti , . nation at's tie in wi .n:,- •• "It . oesn't 't e or use in Arizona," he said. . 
The elecp-onic caddie giv~- Golf.. Nationally, there·· are . ," you," hejoki;d. ' .• The flexibility of the pr~d~ 

golfer.s something of an more than 3,000 courses · It does make a difference uct has led' to 'its popularity 
advantage on. · Surf City equipped for GPS use. . iilLoslo's gan:1e, however. · ' amon" retirees • . u~~m.·es said. 
courses because there are not L J • if R · To h d h ld d ·'"' 1 ts 5 ,,.. _ . os o s w e,_ oxanne,, . e an - e ence po 11lis may be because retirees 
a lot of markings on the bought tpe SkyGolf GPS for _.a·sma11 map of where water is travel inore frequently, and 
course, Snyder said. Dis- h~r husband as a combin~d,. ~tanding on the course, and , the GPS is small and porta
~ce~actC??i :: ~;~/: _ birthday,. :<;.Christmas and .,- will tell a golfer, for example, ' ble and can ' be used ' 

Father's Day gift. he 53:1~. it ls 150 yards to the left of thr~ughout the country. 
measured, "so you can . "I was really kind of sur- the hole, so the golfer must .. . , . 
choose your club a little bit prised," he said. account for 200 yards_ .to However, they are prohib-
better," he said. . _ Whereas Loslo used to rely clear it. . · ite~ for use in tournaments. 

The:golf division acquired on the COl.lfSe markings for Traditionally, cac:Jdie_s In a . way, that s~rt ?f 
· 10 of. the GPS devices at no gauging. }Vhich club to use, would look up the distances shows how good it is, said 
cost to the Recreation Cen: now he can tise the GPS. ' . fo_r golfers, Loslo said. Jeff _Haub, ~ Riverview Pro 
ters of Sun City, Snyder said. "It actually made a differ- "The everyday golfer Shop employee, 
Residents can buy the ence in the club I used," he doesn't have one of those, but Erin Reep can be reached 
devices at the Riverview Pro said. "It was a better; club this GPS does it for you," he a t 8 7 6 · 2 5 3 2 o r a t 
Shop through SkyGolf . GPS selection than what I was said: ''· · · • , ereep@aztrib.com. . , 
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Sun City courses 
to get G PS system 

Chris Seggerman would need to purchase such 
By a device. 
Independent Newspapers Like a GPS used for navi-

A new technology is com- gation. the device taps into 
ing to Sun City Recreation satellites used. to determine 
Center golf courses - th_e distance. However, the Sky
optional use of a global pos1- Golf device features distances 
uoning satell ite system for and calculations specifically 
golfers a t no cost to the useful to golfers. 
RCSC. governing board mem- "It's basically a yardage 
ber Jim Frederick announced marker," Mr. Freder ick said. 
last week. Mr. Frederick said he had 

"We will have far fewer lost seen the device in Flor ida 
golfers out there," joked mounted on golf carts several 
board member Norm Dick- years ago, but development of 
son at the June 26 board the hand-held version is fairly 

recen t. He tried the hand-meeting. tl 
The RCSC is registering its held system out recen y. 

courses with a company "When you're on the tee, it 
called SkyGolf to become tells you how far to go," Mr. 
part of an Internet-based Frederick said , "how many 
directory of what are bemg yards you are from a trap, 
called Skycourses. how many yards you have to 

SkyGolf sells specialized go away from a trap." 
global positioning satellite "It even has a clock," he 
devices designed for golfers. added. 
Those wishing to avail them- See Golf - Page 7 
selves of the GPS technology 

Golf 
Continued From Page 1 

He said SkyGolf had con
tacted RCSC about entering 
the courses into their system. 

The company's website, 
www.skygolfgps.com. has a 
list of s ites registered as Sky
Courses. which have specific 
target locations recorded for 
use in playing a round of golf 
with the system. 

Measurements are accu
rate within one to th ree 
yards. depending on the 
strength of the GPS satellite 
signal. 

The d evices also keep 
track of scoring and statis
tics, a llowing golfers to list 
each shot, to help determine 
the strengths and weaknesses 
of their game. 

All of the Sun City loca
tions listed on the sigh t also 
come with the ·rn telliG reen· 
service, whic'h means the 
yardage at various locations 
on the courses have been 
measured by professionals. 

Course information may 
also be downloaded in to per
sonal digital assistants such 
as Palm Pilots, if they have 
the correct hardware. 

The SkyGolf SG2 Digital 

Cadd ie, as well as the appro
priate cables for computer 
hookup and charging. costs 
$395 on the company's web
site. Attachments and 
upgrades to PDAs can cost 
upwards of$ 199. 

A subscription to the Web 
site service, which al lows 
golfers access to information 
on a ll registered golf courses 
in Arizona, costs S29.95 per 
year. The cost for all regis
tered courses in the U.S. is 
S49.95 per year. 

Golfers also may manuallv 
enter information on a course 
not listed wi th the service inro 
the device. 
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get 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

courses 
caddies 

Caddies are making a comeback - in Sun 
City. 

Golfers will have an opportunity . to pur
chase a personal digital caddie, SkyGolf GPS, 
or Global Positioning System, through the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City. 

At Thursday morning's board meeting, the 
last unW September, golf committee Chair
man Jim Frederick explained that the GPS 
tracks distances from where the golfer stands 
to the hole or a set target on the hole. The 
system tells the golfer exact distances in 
yards through a satellite system that sends 
information to a hand-held device smaller 
than a cell phone. 
·. The golf centers will acquire the devices 

and then sell them to individual golfers, so it 
costs the RCSC board nothing, Frederick said. 
The devices cost approximately $325 apiece. 
Additionally, the golfer must subscribe to the 
company's satellite service annually. For 
$29.95 a year, the golfer can use the system 
on any course in Arizona on the SkyGolf sys
tem; for $49.95, the golfer can use it on Sky
Golf courses in the United States. All 'eight 
Sun City courses are set up for the system, 
said John Snyder. RCSC golf director. 

See RCSC, 13 

From A1 

The devices cannot be 
used in tournaments. Freder
ick said. 

The courses have ordered 
10 of the systems. and may 
order more if there is a 
demand, Frederitk said. The 
devices should arrive in 
about two weeks. 

Brochures will be available 
in each of the pro shops, 
Snyder said. The devices will 
be sold in the Riverview pro 
shop. 

In other RCSC board news: 
• In her report, President 
Dorothy Hirtzel said she was 
aware of sol1citation of funds 
and distribution of solicita
tion fliers by a member 
occurring at the June 16 for
mal me m bers/directors 
exchange at the Social Hall at 
Lakeview Recreation Center. 

According to board policy 
No. 11, solicitation of funds 
on centers property by any 
group other than the RCSC is 
prohibited, she said. 

"This board will not be put 
in a liability situation, which 
we would be if we allowed 
solicitation on RCSC proper
ty." she said. 

• In his report on the bud
get, Treasurer Bud Hantke 
said golf is down for the first 
time this year, with a deficit 
of ·$48, 109. However, golf is 
still up $278,656 over last 
year to date. at $763,694. 
Food service experienced a 
deficit of $17,353 but was u·p 
approximately $40.000 for 
the year-to-date over last 

year. The 2002 year-to-date 
deficit was about $76,000; so 
far in 2003. the deficit was 
$36,251. 

Journal entries recording 
investment income during the 
month of May were in error, 
Hantke said. '11le financial 
officer is correcting those 
errors and they will be 
reported at a future date," he 
said. 

• Historical figure "Betsy 
Ross" made a special appear
ance at the meeting - por
trayed by Sun City resident 
Betty Mills of the Freedoms 
Foundation at Valley Forge, 
Phoenix chapter. 

Mills explained the educa
tional purpose of the founda
tion, adding that the local 
chapter presents 24 "Living 
History" programs to local 
schools and organl.zations. 

Ross, who is credited with 
creating the first United 
States flag, sewed the first 
flag at age 24. Mills acted out 
the character of Ross and 
explained flag-flying protocol. 

The Freedoms Foundation 
sends teachers on educa
tional trips to historical sites, 
and promotes history pro
grams in local schools. She 
said the local chapter is 
working closely with Superin
tendent of Public Instruction 
Tom Horne to implement 
teaching classic literature 
and. the foundations of 
democracy in schools. 

"If we don't teach it, they 
won't learn it. If they don't 
learn it. they won't defend it." 
she said. 

• Secretary Jim Kuchler. 

chair of the bids committee, 
said the committee had 
reviewed and approved bids 
on two projects. The f1rst was 

, for approximately $5,800 for 
carpeting the walls of the 
Sundial Auditorium, sched
uled to be completed in July. 

The second bid was for 
$6,300 to replace the cooler 
by the exercise room in Sun
dial center. "It's an old cool
er." Kuchler said. The exist
ing cooler can no longer keep 
pace with the heat generated 
by new exercise machines. 

• Repair and resurfacing 
of the Bell parking lot should 
be completed in early August, 
at an approximate cost of 
$26,000, Kuchler said. 

Betty Mills of 
Freedoms 
Foundation at 
Valley Forge, 
as Betsy Ross, 
speaks about 
the American 
flag at the last 
regular board 
meeting of the 
Recreation 
Centers of Sun 
City for the 
summer at 
Sundial 
Auditorium 
Thursday. 

STEVE CHERIIEK/DAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

• Golf has seen an 
increase in rounds - up 
about 1,300 rounds in May 
from the same period last 
year, Fredericks said. 

• Director Gayle Schmidt 
of the clubs committee said 
she is overseeing the "clean
up" of board policy No. 12. 
Currently the policy applies 
evenly to all clubs but needs 
to be updated, as some rules 
are out of date, she said. 
Also, the diversity of clubs 
means some guid~lines are 
too broad to apply to all, she 
said. Schmidt is also review
ing the RCSC food service to 
examine where the service is 
losing money at its two res
taurants, five snack shops 
and catering service. 

• Because of numerous 
reque_sts from members. a 
Pilates class will be offered at 
Sundial center, said Director 
Tom Whiston. The class will 
begin on July 8 and "has 
already been filled." he said. 
If more requests come in. 
more classes may be added. 

• New J,ndoor pickleball 
courts have been put in 
Mountain View Auditorium. 
Former RCSC board membei: 
and pickle ball enthusiast 
Chuck Chadbourne will teach 
classes at 1 p.m. Mondays 
and 6 p.m. Tuesdays on the 
courts. 

Erin Reep can be reached 
at 876 - 2532 or al 
ereep@aztrib.com. 
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RCSC golf-course covenants foment discord 
KATY O'GRADY 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Recrealion Centers of Sun City 
directors and members agree they'd 
like to see the community's golf 
courses remain golf courses. 

They just can't a14ree on verbiage 
to accomplish that. 

The board on Monday heard con
cerns from a few residents upset 
with a proposal lo revoke restrictive 
covenants drafted by Del Webb for 
seven of the community's eight golf 
courses. 

The covenants. with lhe excep
tion of those for Qua il Run. s tart 
expiring in August a nd will auto
matically renew if the board doesn't 
act. Quail Run·s expired in October 
1999. 

Board members ha\'e proposed 
replacing the covenants with new 
ones lhal wtll leave future boards 
with more discretion should the 
need arise. The new ones would 
encompass Quail Run. 

Specifically. lhc board is con
cerned wilh a current prO\ision in 
Webb's res trictions allowing a single 
home0\me1 with a golf-course lot to 
sue the board ti he or she doesn't 
like lhe way lhe cou rses arc 

maintained. 
"Why. should all the other 42.000 

people be held hostage by one who 
doesn't like something ... said Direc
tor J im Kuchler. 

Board members said their inten
tion is lo maintain the golf courses 
as they have been. but they do not 
want to bind future boards lo the 
same actions. particularly if there is 
a water shortage. 

"We don't know what the future's 
going to bring. We anticipate thcre·s 
going to be some problems lhal 
future boards - not us. bu t future 
boards - are going to have to deal 
wtlh." Kuchler said. 

If the board doesn't deal wi.lh the 
ex.l)iring covenants. they renew for 
pe,iods of lO years each. 

A specific problem the board 
mentioned was drought. If the s tale 
restricted Sun City's water use and 
a future board decided lo allow one 
course to 140 dry. the current board 
doesn't want one homeowner to 
have the ability to file an injunction 
under the covenants. Homeowners 
could s till try lo s ue under slate 
laws. 

Most of the handful of residents 
who spoke al Monday's exchange 

between directors and members 
weren't satisfied with the board's 
justification. 

"Most people don't live on golf 
courses. and in fact. most residents 
don't play golf," said resident Rich
a rd Parry. "If you went by majority 
rule. you'd get rid of the courses 
a ltogether ." 

Kuchler said keeping the provi 
s ion in that allows one homeowner 
lo sue would in essence be allowin14 
that person lo force the rest of the 

• community lo subsidize his or her 
golf-course living by paytng higher 
water rates, should the drought sce
nario a rise. 

"When I bought my property, · it 
was with the assumption that there 
would always be a golf course 

· behind me. and I believe that's in 
the agreement for my properly ... 
Parry said. 

Parry said if the board approves 
its proposed 2003 Decla ration of 
Restrictions. it's tantamount lo an 
"arbitrary and cap1icious act that 
would (reduce) my property values 
without any vole ... 

Frequent board critic Anne Slew 
a rt. in an angry tirade threatened a 
possible recall. class-action lawsuit 

a nd inj unc tion if the board approved 
the new restrictions. 

"If we could gel back to a rational 
discussion of the issues ... the board 
is made up of people who live in Sun 
City," said Director Norm Dickson 
"IL is not an occupying army." 

Stewart later returned lo the 
microphone. sayin g. "I've calmed 
dovin." and requested a copy of the 
cu rrent restrictions. 

Others were concerned the board 
wailed until the winter visitors left 
lo bring up this divisive issue. 

"This seems like another stealth 
move to me ... said Harry Cook. "You 
knew this was coming up. You knew 
the _ covenants were up for 
review ... but you chose to do it 
either consciously or subconsciously 
when the Snowbirds lefl. This kind 
of th ing just ralUes me to no end. 

"If you're going lo do some kind of 
radical change lo the way we li\'e 
here. let the bulk of us be here. 
F'ranklv, this slinks ... 

Kuchler pointed out that three 
board members were installed in 
January. and it took a while for all 
the directors to read and under
s tand the restrictions. They also 
requl'slccl a legal opinion and held 

eommillce meetings lo discuss the 
matter - all of which took lime. 

"This j us l ended recently... he 
said . 'We did nol try lo hide this 
from people. We had to come up to 
speed first. .. 

Resident Na ncy Nieman said 
she's lived in Sun City since 1987 
and believes the community could 
be a lol further a long in addressing 
water issues if residents would lrusl 
their elected officials more. 

·w e·ve had a lot of problems 
brought on by our own Sun City 
people." she said. -we hold our
selves down." 

Nieman requested the board con
sider adding a provision that no 
matter what happens lo the ~olf 
courses. the land remain as some 
kind of open space with grass or 
rock landscaping. n o t lo be 
developed. 

Kuchler said lhc decis ion isn't 
finalized and residents· comments 
arc welcome. In addi tion. he invited 
residents lo offer suggestions for 
revisions to the current res trictions 
if they don 'l like the idea of a Iota I 
overhaul. 

Katy O'Crady can be reacliccl nl 
876·25 l 4 or kogmcly.fi>az11ib.co111. 
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Bob Lawson, a Grandview golf ma_rshal who will lose his job July 1 when marshals are discontinued, hits balls on the driving 
range_ Monday. · · · , 
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Riverview lives up to reputation 
MARC BUCKHOUT 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

After beating us so soundly at 
Lakes West last week, Rich Ott 
decided that to keep things interest
ing he'd s it out Lhe fourth stop on 
lhe Triple Bogeys tour. 

After a ll. if he had continued to 
improve a t his rate during the first 
three rounds he would have posted 
a score somewhere in the 90s 
Thursday: 

Once we found out that Lakes 
East, our planned fourth stop on 
the Sun City tour, was closed in 
order to aerate the greens Michael 
Melissa and I decided to give River
view (16401 Del Webb Blvd.) a shot 
Lhis week. 

To complete our group Melissa 
and I added Patrick O'Grady. the 
editor for Surprise Today and the 

orthwest Valley News. our two 
weekly publications. 

He gave us a scouting report on 
his game. 

"I hit it long, but I don't know 
where it's going most of lhe lime ... 
he said. 

RIVERVIEW SCORECARD 
Patrick O'Grady 61-47 - 108 
Marc Buckhout 74-58 - 132 
Michael Melissa 70-67 - 137 

On Thursday we arrived on the 
first tee of the 6.053-yard par-72 
course on a cool. crisp 108 degree 
Arizona day. Heading into the round 
I had been told by more people Lhan 
I can count that Riverview, which 
opened in November 1970, is the 
toughest course in Sun City espe
cially when it comes to the greens. 

Ralph Lutz. a starter al Riverview 
for the past 17 years. explained the 
importance of a good approach shot 
into Riverview's undulating greens. 

"You better play them below the 
pin otherwi;,e your second putt will 
be longer than your first." he said. 

Unfortunately with our games. 
where we hit the ball on the green is 
the least of our concern. S imply hit
ting the green is a victory. 

If nothing else Melissa and I 
made O'Grady a little uneasy at the 

See Triple Bogevs sink, B2 

STEVE CHERN EK/DAILY NEWS SUN 

Marc Buckhout of the Triple Bogeys found the water on several occassions 
at Riverview Thursday. Guest Triple Bogey member Patrick O'Grady 
dubbed the lake on No. 5, Buckhout Memorial Lake after Buckhout hit five 
balls into it. More accomplished golfers putt out in this 2002 fi le photo. 
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beginning of our round. The 
two of us smashed our drives 
down the middle of the fair
way and long while he duffed 
his firsl a ttempl barely 
beyond the ladies tee and 
then hit his second into the 
driving range. 

"Don't wony, those will be 
the two besl shols we'll hit all 
day." I said encouragingly to 
our newest Tuple Bogey. 

Little did I know how pro
phetic that s tatement wou ld 
be. 

I try to set realistic goals 
on the golf course. For nov
ices like myself l 00 is the 
main milestone. Unfortu 
nately finding my way into 
the 90s seems highly unlike
ly. In Sun City the top golfers 
are able to shoot their age. At 
25 the only way I see myself 
shooting my age is if I can 
maintain my current gan1e 
for the next l 00 years. 

So my goal is to someday 
shoot the temperature. And I 
live in the perlect locale to do 
it. Ins tead of h ibe rnating 
when the mercury rises into 
tl1e triple digits, I think of it 
:i.s an opportunity. 

U1tfortunalcly on Thu rsday 
it would have laken a rernrd 
selling heal wave for me lo 
reach my goa l. Through the 
first lhree rounds of our Sun 
City tour [ had recorded 
exactly one double digit hole . 
On Thursday though I had 
three of them on tl1e first s ix 
holes. 

On whal Melissa agreed 
was the toughest nine hole 
stretch we·ve played to this 
point. our scores ballooned lo 
obscene levels. 

While O'Grady turned in. 
what for· Trtple Bogey stan
dards is, a respectable 61 for 
the first nine holes Melissa 
made the lum at 70 while I 
found myself in last at 74. . 

My unrave ling ca m e 
mainly on two holes. On the 
par-4. 372-yard fifth hole my 
second shot was a low liner 
that rolled into the lake on 
the right side of the fairway. 
Unfazed, I was counting on 
hitting my drop shot from 
100 yards out on the green 
and two putting for a double 
bogey s ix. 

Looking back on il. why I 
had that kind of confidence is 
beyond me . On my firs t 
attempt over the water I 
topoed the ba ll witl1 barely 

enough sleam lo ro ll into t ht 
waler again. I retrieved it 
fro m lhe lake dropped it 
clown and in case Melissa 
and O"Grady had · missed il 
the firs t lime did pretty much 
lhe exact same thing. hilling 
into the lake a third time. 

At that point r asked Mel
issa to run me over with tl1e 
golf cart if I hit another ball 
in tl1e waler. 

On my fourth attempt I hit 
my shot off the toe of the club 
into the lake for the fourth 
lime caus ing O'Grady lo dub 
it Buckhou t Memorial Lake. 

Apparently the Ure tracks 
across my back brought good 
luck as my fifth attempt 
landed on the fringe of the 
green . From there I two
putted for a 14. 

My drive on No. 6 added 
insult to injury. For some 
reason I added a new prob
lem to my arsenal Thursday, 
a nasty habit of hitting shots 
off the h eel of my club. 
resulting in ugly low liners 
pretty much straight left. 
This one careened off a wall 
protecting the homes on the 
left s ide of the fairway and 
ricochetted across the fairway 
into the lake yet again. I 
ended that hole with an I I 

for an amazing two hole total 
of 25. or 69 percent of what 
my total for the firs t nine 
should hcive been. 

Greg Bailey. the superi n
tendent at Riverview who·s 
crew is working on reshaping 
tl1e greens and tees along the 
course and is aerating the 
rough at Riverview tl1is sum
mer, said he does his best to 
remember the good shots he 
hits during a round. 

"I used lo get mad all the 
time when I was playing, but 
I don't play often enough to 
take it seriously ... he said. "I' 
just think about my . good 
shots during a round. As long 
as you have fun that's all that 
matters.· 

Amen . 
S till it was hard to muster 

much enthus ias m when I 
putted in from off the green 
on No. 8 for a triple bogey. 
Just moments la ter Melissa 
chipped in from 42 feet out 
for a double bogey six. 

Heading into the final nine 
holes with a nine stroke lead 
O'Grady had little to worry 
about. 

While he had warned us 
he was a long hiller, it was 
demoralizing to watch his 

four iron shots off lhc tee be 
equa l or bet ter than my 3-
wood efforts. And as far as 
lhe wildness which he had 
spoken of. we rarely saw it. 
His short game wasn't the 
greatest. though Melissa and 
myself found ourselves hope
lessly oulclassed. 

Fortunately the backside 
al Riverview proved more 
forgiving. 

On No. 11 both O'Grady 
and Melissa carded their firs t 
pars of the day on tl1e 31 1-
yard par 4. After s liding in a 
quick downhill 12-footer for 
his first par of the Su n City 
tour Melissa broke into h is 
best imitation of Chi Chi Rod
riguez. executing tl1e sabre 
dance to near perfection. 

At that point I had fallen 
behind Melissa by s even 
strokes and was pretty much 
resigned to finishing last. 

For whatever reason my 
problem heeling shots left me 
on the backside tl1ough and 
my scores came back down to 
acceptable levels. I exchanged 
10. 14 and 11 for a bunch of 
7s . 5s and one magical par. 

When Melissa played hop
scotch with the green on No. 
15 and three putted for a 12. 
I had lied him heading in to 

the fi nal lhn·c holes. 
/\flcr O"Cracly hit what wt 

deemed the shol of the day. 
on the 179-yard par-3 l 6lh. 
landing his drive just short of 
the flag before rolling 10 feel 
past. I hit a line drive 5-wood 
that sizzled over the green. 
My chip attempt from behind 
the green rolled just off the 
front edge. however I nai led 
an 16 footer from off the 
green for my first par of lhe 
day. O"Grady also recorded a 
par. however Melissa triple 
bogeyed to give me a three 
s troke lead with two to play._ 

On No. 17 I gave back one 
of those s trokes to Melissa. 
though witl1 a bogey five on 
the fmal hole I was able to 
hold on for second place. 

O'Grady completed a back 
nine 47 with a 38-fool putt 
from the fringe for a par on 
No. • 18 to accomplish my 
dream of recording a I 08. on 
a l 08 degree day. 

Clearly he's too good lo be 
a Triple Bogey. In fact his 
score puts him in the elite 
class of being a Double 
Bogey .. As for myself I either 
need to look into some les
sons or fi nd a job in Death 
Valley. 
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not include that provision." 
Kuchler said. "By not mclud· 
ing that provision. it puts the_ 
governance into the hands ol 
all .the recreation centers 
members. not just in the 
hands of one group," he said. 

Board · courses are to be used as golf 
courses·only," Kuchler said. 

RCSC is looking to the 
future, and trying to give 
future boards Lhe ··maximum 
11exlbilily'" to address chal· 
lenges. he said. 

• reviews 
golf lot 
deeds 
SUN CITY: 
RCSC renews 
commitment to 
.golf courses 
ERIN REEP 

- • , t.E'N!:>-SUtl 

A potential challen/1,e the 
board foresees is the shortage 
of water in Arizona. he said. 
ln a hypothetical scenario. 
Kuchler· said it is possible 
that a stale agency control
ling water allocation could 
restrict water allocation to 
RCSC. 1( RCSC use more 
water than allowed, it could 
be charged significantly 
higher rates for that water. in 
the scenarto. 

Instead ... all the members 
would exercise that power 
through their election of. and 
ability to recall. board mem 
bers," he said. 

The new covenant allow'> 
"future boards or directors 
the maximum t1ex1bility to 
address unknown but 
expected challenges to man· 
aging the golf courses in a fi_s
callv responsible manner lor 
the· best interest of J.ll RCSC 
members." according to mfor· 
mation from the board. 

Based on the provisions of 
the covenants, the RCSC 
board has until July 31 to 
take action to revoke. amend 
or leave the cun-enl restric-

The Recreation Centers of 
Sun City board has drafted a 
new d·eclaration on ~olf 
cuun,e deed 
restrictions. 
updating its 
policy· on 
the use and 

QUESTIONS? 
■ If you have 
questions about 

m a l n l e the proposed 2003 
nance of the Declarat ion of 
g O l f Restrictions, call 

cour.,es. reporter Erin Reep 
at: 876-2532 , or e

The new. mall her at: 
d r a I t ereep@aztrlb.com. 

re:,t rict i\'e 
t o ,. en ant 
11 ti! maintain RCSC's com
mHment to use the courses 
onlv as goll courses. c;a1d 
RCSC Secretary Jim Kuchler. 
who 1s overseeing the project. 
AL the same lime. it removes 
a provision under current 
restrictions that a llows imli
vidual homeowners - partic
ularly those who own prop
erty on the courses - to 
bring legal action agarnst 
RCSC regarding the golf 
courses. 

The proposed 2003 Decla
rauon of Restriction'> will be. 
tonsiderecl bv members 111 
the next monLh. and a 1•ote to 
adopt it will be taken at the 
next regular board meeting 
on June 26. said RCSC Sec
retaf)' Jim Kuchler. 

The board is inviting mem
bers to comment on the issue 
111 the next two direnors/ 
members exchanges. 

Del E. Webb Development 
Corporation (DEVCO) trans
ferred ownership of the eight 
~un City golf course., to 
RCSC with restrictive cove
nants a nd a tr,\nsler agree
ment attached . .iccorclmg to 
Kuchler 

The covenants stipulated 
11 hat the cou r:,e:, 1, t:re to be 
used for 

•✓rile restnet11·e col'enant 
lJ,1:,1ral ly s,\~.., the goll 

If this type of situation 
occurred, the RCSC board 
migh( see fit to restrict water 
usage on one of the courses, 
Kuchler explained. 

In the hypothetical case. a 
homeowner on the course 
could take legal action 
against the RCSC _board. 
under the current provisions 
of the restrictive covenants. 

tive covenants unchanged for 
five of the courses. If left 
unchanged. the current 
restrictive covenants will con
tinue for the next IO years. 

The five courses - River
view. Lakes East and West. 
and South and :-:orth Golf 

·1he new covenants would 

Courses - had initial 30-year 
periods of duration, accord
ing to an initial Declaration of 
Restrictions established on 
Aug. 2. 1973. 

The RCSC board and its 
Legal Affairs Committee have 
been reviewing . the docu
ments over the past several 
months and met most 
recently with the board's 
attorney, James Hienton, on 
May 6 lo discuss the situa
tion, Kuchler said. 

.. It's taken us months to go 
through this with our .attor
ney:· he said. 

Hienton recommended the 
board revoke all existing 
restrictive covenants on the 
golf courses and replace them 
with new covenants. 

·we want to affirm our 
commitment to the golf 
courses, that our courses will 
remain golf courses in the 
future," Kuchler said. 

The draft declaration 
states that ··the real property 
shall be used for the opera
tion of a golf course, with 
facilities and improvements 
related thereto, and fop well 
sites, underground utilities. 
drainage and for similar 

purposes." 
1\vo other courses - Wil

lowcreek and Willowbrook -
had varying periods of 
restriction, including 30-year 
and 18-year periods. accord· 
ing to established Declara
tions of Restrictions in 1974 I 
and 1986. The review period 
for those covenants will occur 
in three separate months in 
2004. I 

Quail Run Golf Course 
was transferred to RCSC with 
deed restrictions in 1979. 
with a 20-year duration peri
od. according to RCSC infor
mation. The covenant expired 
in 1999 with no provision for 
extension. Kuchler said. 
RCSC has c;ontinued to main
tain the course in spite of the 
expiration, he said. 

Members are urged to 
attend upcoming members/ 
directors exchanges to hear 
discussion of the issue and 
voice their opinions. Dates for 
the next members/directors 
exchanges are at 9 a.m. on 
June 2 and June 9, in the 
Board Room at Lakeview Rec
reation Center. 

Erin Reep can be reached 
ac 876-2532 or a1 
ereep~azuib.com 

See GOLF LOTS, A5 
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Water is pumped from the 
lake through a pipe, into the 
rusted tanks that contain 
three -pumps. Water is drawn 
through the pumps up 
through shafts; it is then 
transferred out onto the 
course. 

The new system wil l 
include installation of a con
crete wet well, 19-feet deep, 
which will house four pumps. 
Snyder said. A vertical shaft 

/4 runs upward from each 
pump, sending water through 
a new filter, and through 

~;, pipes onto the course, he 
·'., • explained. The water filter 
t~~- sifts out rocks, dirt, debris, 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

lohn Snyder, director of golf operations, and Jim Frederick of 
he Sun City Recreation Center's board talk about the improve
nents to be made at the Willowcreek Golf Course, including a 
1ew water pumping station. 

Willo\Vcreek 
punips funds, 
buys ne\V station 

The antiquated water· 
pump station is about to be 
replaced with a new, pre
fabricated unit costing 
approximately $150,000, said 
Jim Frederick of the Recre· 
ation Centers of Sun City 
board. The board unani· 
mously approved funding for 
the project at its April regular 
meeting. · 

WATER: Golf 
course to 
replace dying 
system with 
$150,000 
station 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS·SUN 

The green turf is well· 
watered and groomed on Wil
lowcreek Golf Course. 

"This is the pump station," 
Snyder said, pointing to a 
system of tanks and pumps, 
locked behind red wooden 
doors. The station pumps 
water from the lake and dis· 
tributes it onto the golf 
course through and irrigation 
system. 

There are 146 acres of turf 
irrigated by the current sys
tem, Snyder said, pointing to 
the fairway. 

The current pump station, 
which was installed in 1973, 
consists of a 5,000-gallon 
pressure tank that houses a 
steel liner that has rusted, 
and water has begun to leak 
out, Snyder explained. 

··once that begins to rust 
through, it leaks water out of 
the tank and pretty much 
renders it useless," he said. 

snails and clams. 
Each pump has a control 

panel called a vartable fre· 
quency drive, a computer
controlled device regulating 
the pressure and flow of 
water. There are 120 pounds 
of pressure put on the pipes 
pumping water onto the 
course, Snyder said. 

To illustrate the current 
system's inefficiency, Snyder 
used an analogy. When the 
current pump system is 
turned on, It operates full· 
force, and when flow needs to 
be reduced in one area, it is 
difficult and must be done 
manually, he said. This is 
similar to driving a car at 130 
miles an hour, keeping your 
foot on the gas pedal, then 
braking at the same time to 
slow the car to 75. It is ineffi· 
cient and wastes energy, Sny· 
der said. 

Willowcreek 

superintendent Justin Ruiz 
often goes to the course at 
night to make the manual 
adjustments, Snyder said. 
, The new system will oper· 

ate more like a car on the 
freeway set on cruise control 
at 65, Snyder said. If you 
drive up- or downhill, the car 
adjusts its speed and stays at 
the same speed. 

"It stays at 65, and you 
never have to put your foot 
on the brake," Snyder said. 
Similarly, the computerized 
water-pump station will make 
adjustments for flow pressure 



and sta:y constant, at the 
same time, conserving water 
and energy. 

Because it is comput.er
ized, adjustments will be 
made from the office, Snyder 
said. Ruiz sets up the 
amount of time and amount 
of water he deems appropri
ate on the course, and the 
computer builds the program 
around his settings. For 
example, if there are dry 
patches on the cour:se, Ruiz 
can set the computer system 
for that. 

The system is also ready 
for CAP water use, Snyder 
said. 

When the new water-pump 
station is installed, a special 
video camera will record the 
condition of the rusted alu
min!um tanks, Snyder said. 
Riverview Golf Course had a 
well pump replaced two 
months ago, and a similar 
camera was sent down 1,000 
feet into the ground to record 
conditions. 

Using such a camera will 
give directors an idea of 
future needs at other cours
es, including Willowbrook, 
which will likely be replaced 
next. 

"By doing that, we'll know 
what we're looking at with 
Willowbrook," Snyder said. 

The RCSC board estimates 
it will need to replace all the 
water-pump stations eventu
ally, probably at a rate of two 
a year, Frederick said. Cost of 
replacing the other stations is 
estimated at $70,000 each, 
he said. 

"This one is the most 
expensive,· Frederick said. 
The Willowcreek s ta t!on 
requires a new wet well; the 
other stations already have 
them. Snyder said. 

The estimated savings on 
electricity by· replacing the 
pump stations are 10 to 15 
percent at each station, he 
said. 

"I think, for the most part, 
the greens committee is 
pretty happy with it," Snyder 
said. 

Currently there are· bids 
out to several contractors to 
build the new station, Snyder 
said. 

Toe bids are supposed to 
be back to us on May 16," he 
said. "As soon as we award 
the contract to the successful 
bidder, they will begin con
s tru c t!o n of the pump 
station." 

It will take six to eight 
weeks to build. and eight to 
10 days to Install, Snyder 
said . . 

Erin Reep can be reached 
at 876-2532 or at 
ereep@aztrib.com 
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News-Sun staffers prepare-for tour of Sun City golf courses 
MARC BUCKHOUT 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

As the summer approaches and 
Lhe whirlwind of Sun City golf tour
naments have drawn to a close, we 
at the Daily News-Sun are switching 
gears. 

After covering a host of events 
during the big run of tournaments 
from January to April - including 
Lhe Sun City Men's and Women's 
Championships, the Men's and 
Women's Octogenarian Tourna
ments and the Daily News-Sun Cit
ies Classic - we in the newsroom 
want to experience the courses first 
hand. 

Fellow sports reporter Rich Otl 
and I have covered these events for 
a number of years. I even followed 
around the last group at Riverview 
during the final round of the 2000 
Sun City Men's Championship 
event, but neither Ott nor I have 
experi~nced any of the courses as 
players. 

Beginning May 1 the eight Sun 
City golf courses opened themselves 
to non-residents with rates of $10 
after twilight, which is 3 p.m. in 
May and I 0:45 a.m. beginning in 
June. 

Since the price is right the two of 
us decided that we wilI dedicate 
Thursday afternoons, the one day 
we escape the office before dark, to 
playing Sun City's eight courses this 
summer. It might get a little toasty 
come June and July, though for the 
sake of our readers we figure it's 
best only to unleash our brand of 
golf when Lhe courses are all but 
deserted. 

Along wilh giving a little history 
on the courses. we'll present to you 
our observaUons on the lay of the 
land. as well as our travails in navi-

Our Sun Cify Tour 
e North, 12650 N. 107th Ave. 
• South, 11000 N. 103rd Ave. 
• Lakes West, 10433 W. Talisman Road 
• Lakes East, 10433 W. Talisman Road 
e Willowbrook, 10600 N. Boswell Blvd. 
• Willowcreek, 10600 N. Boswell Blvd. 
e Riverview, 16401 N. Del Webb Blvd. 
• Quail Run, 9774 W. Alabama Ave. 

gating our way through 18 holes. 
While Ott has never played the 

game of golf and will take his first 
swing on the first tee Thursday, I 
have a long but dubious golfing his
tory. 

Those that are baseball fans have 
seen major leaguers foul balls of 
their legs and feet during games. 
They've probably never seen a golfer 
do it though. Unfortunately I've 
accomplisned that feat not once, 
but twice in my time on the golf 
course. And yes it does hurt quite a 
bit, thanks for asking. 

Another crowning achievement 
was falling into a water hazard 
while attempting to retrieve a golf 
ball. As embarrassing as those 
moments were, the top honor goes 
to the time I hit my drive on the 
final hole in a lake and had to call it 
a day when I discovered I was out of 
golf balls. 

Rounding out our threesome will 
be copy editor Michael Melissa. The 
fact that he volunteered to golf with 
someone as talented as myself and 
a firsl-Umer such as Ott made us 
feel at ease about his talents. or 
lack there of. 

Melissa was more than willing lo 
offer Ott advice about club selec
tion. 

"The one with a seven on it. you 
use that one for your seventh shot 

-~-j• ' . . . 
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Courtesy ol Sun C11y H1sto11cal Society 

Sun City residents inside North Golf Course's pro shop in May, 1963. 
Notice the green fees were only $2.65 for 18 holes. 

on a hole." he advised. 
The only question remaining was 

where to start our tour. The answer 
quite naturally Is at the beginning. 
North Golf Course, 12650 N. 107th 
Ave .. was the first golf course in Sun 
City, opening to play in August of 
1960, two years before South 
became the second course in 1962. 
Thal first year Del Webb welcomed 
Bob Hope to North for a round of 
golf. In a picture from Jubilee. a 

book chronicling the first 25 years 
of Sun City, green fees for 18 holes 
cost $2.65 in May of 1963. 

For our weekly adventures yours 
truly we'll attempt to seek out histo
'rians for each course. rank the easi
est and hardest holes and seek 
advice to fix our lousy swings. 

We hope you'll find these pieces 
informative, or at the very least. 
make you feel better about your golf ./ ~ 
game. D ✓ ~ f' 



THE TRIPLE BOGEYS 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

/ 

Del Webb, right, and Bob Hope take in a round of golf in August of 1960 as Sun City residents look on at North Golf Course. 
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Courtesy ol Sun C,ty H1s1orical Society 
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Willowcreek fixes to cost $150,000 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

Spending $150,000 from 
the capital preservation budget 
for improvements at Willow
creek Golf Course was unani
mously approved by the Recre
ation Centers of Sun City Inc. 
Board of Directors during its 
April 24 meeting. 

The aging pump station at 
Willowcreek has experienced 
problems in recent months, 
according to Jim Frederick, 
board member. 

Improvements include 
i.p.stallation of a new pump sta
tion, wet wells, new pumps 
and motors. 

"Pump station 2 at Willow
creek ls 30 years old," Mr. 
Frederick explained. It had a 
20-year llfe expectancy, he 
noted. 

"It's way beyond its time," 
Mr. Frederick said. "We feel we 
have to replace it at this point." 

This was the last pump 
installed by Del Webb, Mr. 
Frederick remarked. 

"They did it on the cheap," 
he said. "They did not put in 
wet wells on the courses, and 
the pump used steel canisters 
that could rust through at any 
time." 

Coats Irrigation did an 
analysis of the pump station at 
Willowcreek and recommend
ed the improvements, accord
ing to Mr. Frederick. 

"We heard from Coats this 
is becoming a safety hazard 
and has to be done," comment
ed Tom Whiston. board mem
ber. 

Replacement of the pump 
will result in a substantial sav
ings on electricity, according to 
director Jerry SWintek. 

"We would save approxi
mately 15 percent." he said. 

Bud Hantke, board treasur
er, said it was essential to per
form the improvements. 

"lf the pump station were to 
go down, say this summer, and 
we hadn't acted on this, it 
would take six to eight weeks 
to replace," Mr. Hantke said. 
"That would wreak havoc on 
the course's condition. We 
don't want to lose this course." 

Mr. Frederick cautioned the 
board will also have to keep an 
eye on the pump station at Wil
lowbrook Golf Course, since it 
is the same age as Willow
creek's. 

During the board's April 21 
wprk session, Mr. Frederick 
recommended the Willow
brook pump station also be 
replaced, at a cost of 
$150,000. 

"Golf is the I ifeblood of Sun 
City and, right now, Willow
brook is in need of a transfu
sion," Mr. Frederick. 

However, Mr. f-Iantke point
~d out the fmance and budget 
committee rejected that idea 
because there was no proof the 

Willowbrook pump station 
was in as an advanced state of 
deterioration as Willowcreek. 

If the Willowbrook pump 
should fail, Mr. Hantke said 
the new Willowcreek pump 
could be used to provide water 
to Willowbrook until a new 
pump could be installed. 

Mr. Hantke said the com
mittee would continue to mon
itor the situation. 

In other action: 
■ Unanimous approval was 

given to spend $15,000 for a 
heater for the swimming pool 
at Fairway Recreation Center. 

"The heater is more than 40 
years old," said James Kuch
ler, board member. "It is the 
same age as the heater recently 
replaced at Lakeview." 

The heater's original life 
expectancy was 17 to 20 years. 
according to Mr. Kuchler. 

"We have gotten our 
money's worth out of the 
heater," he added. "It ls a pre
ventive action." 

■ The board unanimously 
approved a $15,000 expendi
ture to replace the roof on the 
Willowcreek Golf Course 
maintenance building. 
■ Unanimous approval was 

granted to purchase a new 
software program at a cost of 
$8,000 to operate the Willow
brook pump station. 
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SC golf courses 
open to the public 

The Recreation Centers of will be $8 for nine holes, $ 16 
Sun City is inviting the public for 18 holes and $10 for twi
to play its golf courses for light. 
summer play from May 1 Public daily cash golf fees 
through Nov. 1. . for play on executive courses 

Any adult of any age, is ~el- will be $6.50 for nine holes, 
come to try the RCSC s eight 813 for 18 holes and $8 for 
golf courses. . .. 

Individuals age 8 to 16 twihght. . 
must be accompanied by an The RCSC's regulation 
adult, and children under 8 courses are: 
are not permitted. ■ North, 12650 N. 107th 

RCSC has five regulation Ave. Call 876-3010. 
courses and three executive ■ South, 11000 N. 103rd 
courses to choose from. Ave. Call 876-3015. 

Reservations may be made ■ Lakes West, 10433 Tails-
in person or by phone, five man Rd. Call 876-3020. 
days in advance, at 7 a.m. for ■ Riverview, 16401 Del 
regulation courses and 7:20 Webb Blvd. Call 876-3025. 
a.m. for executive courses. 

Those present at course ■ Willowcreek, 10600 
pro shops draw.by chance by Boswell Blvd. Call 876-3030 
6 :50 a.m. for regulation The RCSC's executive 
courses and 7:20 a.m. for courses are: 
executive courses. ■ Lakes East, 10433 Talis-

Effective May 1, Sun City man Rd. Call 876-3023. 
residents' daily cash golf fees ■ Willowbrook, 10600 
for play on regulation courses Boswell Blvd. Call 876-3033. 
will be $5.25 for nine holes, ■ Quail Run, 9744 Alaba-
$10.50 for 18 holes and $6 maAve. Call876-3035. 
for twilight. Rental sets for those need-

Sun City residents' daily 
cash golf fees for play on exec
utive courses will be $4.25 
for nine holes, $8.50 for 18 
holes and $5 for twilight. 

Public daily cash golf fees 
for play on regulation courses 

Ing clubs are available in 
course pro shops . 

Spikeless golf shoes or ten
nis shoes are required. 

For more information, call 
876-3000. 

GOLF COURSES 
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MOLLIE J. HOPPES/~~., ',E .',S-~, ', 

Golfers on Willowcreek Golf Course now have a safer way to cross Union Hills Road with a raised median. 

Raised median aids golfers 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
C~1L Y NEWS-SUN 

A newly completed median on 
Union Hills Drive is getting the 
thumbs up from golfers trying lo 
cross the busy road. 

The Maricopa County Department 
of Transportalion installed the raised 
median on the road lo aid golfers 
crossing the road from Willowcreek 
Golf Course. The road construction 
came following a suggestion by the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City last 
summer to come up with a solution 
to the golf crossing on Union Hills. 
All construction efforts were com
pleted Tuesday afternoon. 

"It's a raised median, so golfers 
only have to cross one lane of traffic 
at a time when going across the 
road." said John Snyder. RCSC golf 
operations manager. "There is also a 
turning lane down the center of 
Union Hills basically turning the 
road into a two-lane road rather than 
basically a four-lane road ... 

Golfers using \Villowcreek Golf 
Course need to cross Union Hills to 
get from the 17th to the 18th hole. 
Always striped as a two-lane road. 
the width of the travel lanes some
times turned the street into a 

four-lane thoroughfare as increased 
traffic made its way through the 
community. 

MCDOT's upgrades. however. are 
intended to make the road safer for 
golfers. while limiting travel to a sole 
lane in either direction. 

"I think it's great," Snyder said. 
'ihe county did a really good job on 
it, and it is making it safer for the 
golfers. I think it is going to work out 
really well ... 

Golfers on the course Wednesday 
said they were pleased with the 
crossing area. but some said a per
manent solution might be needed. 

"It's working out very fine," said 
Gordon Smith of Sun City. "I crossed 
it twice today without any problems. 
I think that people know this is a 
crossing now so cars and golfers are 
more aware." 

In addition lo making improve
ments to Union Hills Drive, the 
county also cul down on the number 
of places golfers can cross the main 
road. With the road improvements. 
all golfers will cross at one section 
rather two like before. 

"It seems to work well," said Ken 
Hanson of Sun City. "ll used to be a 
real pain to get across. but now it's 

just crossing one lane at a time ... 
His golf partner Mike Garrett 

agreed that the crossing is much 
safer than before. but said he think'> 
tha t a stop light some\\'here near the 
crossine; will be the best solution. 

"More and more people are uslllL. 
(Union Hills) so something has to be 
done." he said. --1 think the median 
helps. but (crossing problems) will be 
back to what it was in a couple of 
months." 

Golf crossine; has been hindered 
by high amounts of traffic on Lnion 
Hills. The median. similar to those 
on Del Webb Boulevard separaung 
Lakes East and Lakes West golf 
courses are expected to ease some of 
the crossing burden. 

A median was thought to help golf 
traffic crossing the road by allO\\ing 
golf cars lo stop half way across the 
road rather than having to cross all 
lanes - with traffic coming m both 
directions - in one mad dash to the 
other side. 

There are no plans to add a stop 
light to Union Hills Dri\'e. 

The major east-\\'est road-, 
through Sun City, incluchng Limon 
Hills and Bell Road. <1re facing 
increased traffic. 
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Ventana Lakes 
residents to use 
Sun City courses 
Play limited to 20 people 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

In an effort to boost sag
ging golf revenues, the Recre
a tion Centers of Sun City, 
Inc. Board of Oirectors has 
agreed to a llow a limited 
number of Ventana La kes 
a nd Paradise RV Pa rk resi
dents to p lay S un City cours-
es. 

"We have approved allow
ing a maximum of 20 people 

to purchase annual golf 
cards to play on our cours
es, .. said RCSC Board Presi
dent Jerry Swintels:. The 
decis io n was m a de during 
the board's Dec . 9 formal 
s tudy sess ion . " It is was 
approved as a one-year 
trial ," Mr. Swintek s crld . It 
was effec tive immedia tely. 

"In no way will this affect 
any of our players," Mr. 

See Golf - Page 7 
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Golf 
Continued From Page 1 
Swintek said. 

the Peoria res id en ts fo r 
$250. Sun Citians pay S L60. 
Mr. Swintck noted . 

The Rec Cen ters is hoping 
the possible infusion of new 
golfers will generate needed 
golfing revenues. 

T he plan was initiated by 
a Venta na La kes resident. 
according to Mr. Swintek. 
The Peoria retir ement com
munity does no t have its own 
golf course. 

"They can purchase a n 
an nual p ass only, no da ily 
fees will be allowed ... · Mr. 
Swintek said. 

The non-res idents will not 
be g iven priority for tee 
times, Mr. Swintek noted . 

"Reservations for tee 
times have not been worked 
out ye t ," Mr. Swintek s a id . 
"Our residents have five-day 
advanced tee times. Their's 
would be somewhat less 
than that." 

Total golf rounds have 
dropped p recip ito us ly over 
the last five years, noted 
John Schneide r, RCSC 
d irector of golf operations. 

Tota l rounds played 
through September 2002 
amounted to 285,474, down 
16.64 percent from Septem
ber 1997, when rounds 
totaled 342,442, according 
to Mr. Schneider. 

The agreement will a llow a 
combined tota l of up to 20 
res idents from Ventana 
Lakes and Paradise RV Park, 
at leas t 55 year s o f age, to 
purchase annual golf cards 
for $2,000 for unlimited play 
at Sun City courses. Sun City 
residents pay $ 1, 130 for the 
same privilege. Annual trail 
passes may be purchased by 

Mr. Swin tek said he had 
no idea how many Ven tana 
Lakes residents would be 
interested in golfing on S un 
City courses. 

While the RCSC Board 
thought it was worthwhile to 
pursue the experiment, Anne 
Randall Stewart, who ear lier 
this year spearheaded an 
unsuccess ful attempt to 

recall the entire board, was 
opposed. . 

"That goes agains t Del 
Webb's principles (a llowing 
outstders in to play S un City 
courses)." s he said. 

"They (the boa rd) would 
be enhancing the property 
values of ne ighboring com
munities," Mrs. S tewart con
tinued . "Ventana Lakes will 
be able to attract golfers into 
its community." 

Mrs. Stewar t believes the 
agreement places Sun City 
residents a t a disadvantage. 

"They ·(non-residents) 
don't have to s ign a facilities 
agreements to use our cours
es:· s he said . "We will have 
no exclus ivity." 

Rather than going out and 

enticing golfers from neigh 
boring communities, Mrs. 
Stewart feels Sun City 
should be doing a b'etter job 
of marketing its amenities. 

"We need to ma rket S un 
City to golfers and keep the 
courses in tip-top shape," 
s h e observed. "We won't 
attract golfers if we have ugly 
golf courses a nd high fees. 
We s hould have rock-bottom 
rates and beau tiful courses." 

While Mrs. Stewart oppos
es the agreement, other S un 
Citians a re not so inclined. 

Alva Melhouse, a golfer, 
did not see the harm, as long 
as s trict limitations . a re 
enforced . 

"It's nice if we could fill the 
courses with s un City resi-

d ents," Mr. Melhouse said , 
but if that was not the case, 
he was not opposed to a llow
ing a few outsiders in to play. 

Golfer June Volero 
favored the idea. "They 
(RCSC) need the money," s he 
remarked. 

Ozella Morris a lso favored 
the pla n. It would be neigh
borly, she said . 

"Perhaps there could be 
some reciprocal agreement," 
said Mrs. Morris, who does 
not golf, but her hus band 
does. 

Mr. Schneider was s up
posed to no tify Ventana 
Lakes leaders of the deci
sion. 
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Directors 
stress 
course 
safety, 
upkeep 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Keeping golfers safe and courses 
in shape were stressed at the Recre
ation Centers of Sun City's monthly 
meeting Thursday. 

Director. Beverly Davis said bids 
have gone out to several companies 
to rework the golf car paths at Wil
lowcreek Golf Course to make cross
ing Union Hills Drive a bit easier. 

Golfers have two places to cross 
the busy road to play on the course. 
That is going to be limited to one, 
Davis said. Meanwhile, the Mari
copa County Department of Trans
portation is working on plans to 
install a raised median on Union 

- Hills Drive. 
"Maricopa County will also install 

a turning lane in the center of Union 
Hills to keep traffic to one lane (in . 
either direction)." Davis said. 

Besides the danger of crossing 
Union Hills while golfing on Wil
lowcreek, Davis said all community 
courses have completed overseeding 
and have been re-opened for play. 

"We need for each golfer to carry 
sand and seed with them at all 
times to fill divots on the tee boxes 
and fairways," she said. "Due to the 
record temperatures , we had during 
the ~eeding of the first four courses; 
the rye grass is very U1in." 

V .L 

Additional fertilizer is being 
added to the thin areas to make for 
lusher courses . 

. Even with the setbacks with over
seeding, ~everal winter-resident golf
ers spoke at the meeting and com
mended the work of the golf course 
crews for the condition of the grass. 

"I've lived here for four years, and 
this is the best I've seen the golf 
courses yet," one resident said: "It is 
a monumental deference than ho~ 
the course 'looked last year at this 
time." ' . 

Beginning today -, annual golf 
cards will not_ be increased, but a $3 
surcharge will be collected each day 
a · resident plays 18 holes. The 
charge i~ effectiy~.? )-!-ntll Ju~e 30, 
2003. 

Golfers who would . like to make 
some comments or complaints can 
attend the . Teed-Off Corner, which 
takes place on the first and third 
Fridays of each month--at 11 a.°:·. , 
Today the corµer ; me~ts at Quail 
Run and 'on-Nov. 15, it will meet at 
Lakes East/Lakes West Golf Course. 

~We encourage golfers to corp._!! to 
these sessions to voice their opin
ions, concerns, questions ; com-.· 
plaints, and we'll even· listen to com
pliments on golf," Davis said. :'. 

John Sokolich can_, be recu;hed at · 
876-2526 or Jsokolich@qztrib:com · 
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Sun City tower talks fall out <>f favor 
•. . .. . 

AT&T: Communication giant fails 
to meet rec-centers terms 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

There will not be another 
communications tower in 
Sun City after all. 

In a statement released by 
the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City Tuesday afternoon. 
Earl Feierabend. director of 
centers operations, said talks 
between the community and 
AT&T about a proposed 
monopole at Willowcreek Golf 
Course have been stopped. 

"There will be no commu
nications tower erected at the 
Willowcreek Golf Course 
maintenance yard," Feiera
bend said in the statement. 
"We would not allow AT&T to 
erect .the tower if they were 
not agreeable to our terms." 

The terms, according to 
Feierabend. were agreements 
on height. placement and 
aesthetics. 

RCSC board member Gene 
Zylstra said because AT&T 
didn't agr ee with th e 

restrictions the community contingent on approval from 
put in the agreement to build the RCSC board. Despite an 
the tower, the talks were outcry from several commu
stopped because the the rec- nlty activists against having 
centers board was not willing s.~c-t!- a _monopole in the area, 
to budge. .· tlje:',: RQ~C board gave the 

·w t ct rything t ' · ' t, ~':11 jni~. s·.-· u p f o r t h e 
e wan e ~ve O • constniction. , 

be conducive with the com- ·' ' •'Anrf'" s· t · art , d f ·ty. h ·ct "'T'\.. · didn't , e. ew , 1oun er o mun1 , e sai . 1uey , th ·s City··F I R g· 
agree with our terms, and the · e · ~ ' orm1,1 a ~ ~s-
talks were stopped. We had . try, 8:° · ?-TI0 nymou~ actiVIst 
various restrictions, and they ~r~up, s~~-alth9_u~ the s top 
couldn't meet those restric- 10 · talks , is ":,11 a.ns~er to 
tions apparently." many __ prayers, . , ~h~. 1s . not 

' st9ppmg her -recall petition 
In June, AT&T obtained a against the eight remaining 

permit from the county to RCSC board members who 
c.onstruct the monopole at approved allowing such a 
Willowcreek, which was pole to be considered in the 

community. 

"There was a ban in place 
to keep these types of towers 
out of Sun City for good," she 
said Tuesday. vwe want that 
ban again, and we will , not 
stop unW_ we get that·. ban 
again." 

Earlier this year, the RCSC 
board unanimously approved 
lifting a ban on communica
tions towers on co01Inunity 
property that had been in 
place for about four years. 
That ban came in response to 
the erection of a 120-foot 
Qwest communications tower 
at the Marinette Recreation 

Center. That pole was put up 
without board approval. 

The ban was lifted in an 
effort to raise money for the 
RCSC as well as to increase 
the signal strength for cellu
lar phones in the community. 
If a new communications 
tower were to be erected on 
RCSC land, rent would aver
age about $1 ,000 a month. 

Feierabend was not avail
able for comment about the 
fallout the RCSC had with 
AT&T or whether other com
munications companies are 
seeking to build towers in the 
area. 



DAILY NEWS-SUN THURSDAY,OCT.3,2002 

MOUIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Golf-car drivers have a tough time crossing Union Hills Drive from Willowcreek Golf Course in Sun City. 

Golf-car d·rivers fight Union Hills traffic 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

After stopping his golf car 
on the edge of Union Hills 
Drive Wednesday mqming, 
Bill Mero of Sun City got out 
to look for cars. 

·irs sort of a tradition now 
that I had a close call here 
about three months ago," he 
said. 

Mero was t1ying to drive 
his golf car across Union Hills 
Drive to get to the the 18th 
hole on Willowcreek Golf 
Course. He is leery of the 
crossing since he almost got 
hit by a car on the road three 
months ago. He srud there is 
so much traffic in the area 
that crossing is sometimes 
next to impossible. 

.. Not too many cars really 
watch out for golfers, but on · 
this road it's even worse," 
Mero said. "If someone 
doesn't drive this road all the 
time. then they aren't going 
to realize that there is a lot of 
traffic from the golf course 

trying to get by here." 
The Recreation Centers of 

Sun City has been working 
with the Maricopa County 
DepartmentofTransportation 
to make the golf car crossing 
on l)nion Hills safer, but 
there is sWI no date set for 
any type of upgrades. 

Even more, MCDOT offi
cials report that they are not 
sure what the upgrades will 
entai l when wo rk gets 
started. 

Leading the county's work 
on the road is Bill Grimes of 
MCDOT, who was unavail
able for comment Wednes
day. RCSC officials report 
that Grimes is supposed to 
contact them when plans for 
the road work are finalized . 

The problem with the golf 
car crossing at the golf 
course is the angle at which 
cars approach where the golf 
cars cross and the fact that 
there are four lanes of busy 
traffic to navigate through. 
When cars approach the 

crossing, there isn't a lot of 
room to maneuver, nor is 
there a clear indicator that 
golf cars cross in the area. 

"Union Hills is becoming a 
busier and busier road all the 
time," said John Snyder, 
~CSC golf operation manag
er. "What we would like to do 
is have a median there in the 
road to allow the golf carts to 
cross just half the road at a 
time." 

By having a median, golf 
cars heading from one end of 
the course to another would 
only have to drive through 
two lanes of traffic at a time 
rather than the four. ' 

At the RCSC regular 
monthly meeting in Septem
ber, director Beverly Davis, 
chrurwoman of the golf com
mittee, reported that there is 
progress being made on the 
upgrades, but it will take 
some time before anything is 
complete. 

"ll is a very busy and dan
gerous road right now," Davis 

said. "And there will be more 
traffic during the winter 
months." 

She urged golfers crossing 
Union Hills from Willowcreek 
Golf Course to be careful of 
cross traffic when making the 
trek across the four lanes of 
Union Hills Drive. 

Accidents in the area have 
been relatively low, but the 
number of close calls out
weighs the statistics. Actual 
numbers of accidents were 
not avrulable from the Mari
copa County Sheriffs Office, 
but several golfers making 
the pass of Union Hills Drive 
reported they had close calls 
in the past. 

"Just about every time I 
come up here, I see a car 
slamming on its brakes," said 
golfer Phillip Porter of Sun 
City. "I've come close to get
ting hit. I really hope some
thing is done about the cross
ing before it gets too late." 

John Sokolich can be 
reached at 876·2526 or 
jsokolich@aztrib.com. 
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Colo..,,._ul pro shop 
adds flair to links 

MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Golf starter Chuck Carter 
had a vision on how the 
Quail Run Golf Pro Shop 
should ultimately look, and 
that vision is now a reality. 

Carter, who works.at Quail 
Run, in April decided to try to 
bring . out some of the pro 
shop's colors as a way to give 
something back to the mem
bers who . usually golf exclu
sively at the 9-hole course, 
located on Alabama Avenue, 
just west of 99th Avenue In 
Sun City. 

"I wanted lo bring out the 
colors of the merchandise," 
he said. "I started doing little 
things like bu ilding bonzal 
trees." 

Carter said Quail Run is 
unlike other Sun City courses 
because the average golfer is 
older than 75, and in most 
instances is no longer able to 
play 18 holes. . 

These golfers, Carter said, 
want two things - sunshine 
and color, and that is what 
he is trying to provide them_. 

'"Both of these things 
lighten things up." he said ... I 
will continue to decorate 
depending on what we get 
in." 

Carter saicl he is trying to 
showcase what the Quail Run 
Golf Pro Shop has to offer. 

... It's just a way of mer-· 
chandising the products we 
have here," he said. · 

Carter, a former firefighter, 
said in his spare time he 
started working on develop
ing bonzai trees, which he 
once sold for hundreds of dol
lars each. 

The pro shop now has sev
eral bonzai trees - at no cost 
- on display. , 

Carter has also painted 
several golf clubs, placing 
them stra tegically on the 
walls of the pro shop. 

He said he always wanted 
to add some llair to the pro 
shop, where he has worked 
for more than a year, and the 

JOY LAMBERT/DAil Y NEWS-SUN 

Colorful headbands rest on a 
. wall inside the Quail Run Pro 
Shop. Chuck Carter, a golf 
starter, .. takes the · colors from 
items on sale and adds more 
color to the surrounding area1 

of the snap. 
summer months afforded him 
the time to do so. 

"Since it Is the summer 
time, it gives me the opportu
nity to do things like this," he · 
said, adding very few golfers 
come out in the afternoon 
b eca u se of the hi gh 
temperatures. 

Carter said he started by 
working on small sections, 
and the ultimate goal· was 
making the entire shop color 
coordinated . 

"You have to tie in things 
that blend." he said. "You 
have got to have a vision, and 
you lay it out in your mind on 
how you want it to look." 

Once he began working on 
redesigning t!").e pro shop, 
Carter's emphasis focused on 
its members and what he felt 
they wanted. 

"I have just tried to liven 
this room up and make peo- . 
pie happy," he said, adding 
he knows the name of every 
person who comes out to play 
regularly at the Quail Run 
Golf Course. 

Michael Maresh can be 
reached at 876-2513 or 
mmaresh@aztrib.com. 
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Carter brighten up the pro shop at Quail Run in Sun City by placing handmade bon·zai trees 
throughout, and using vibrant-colored \'/alls as a backd rop. 
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Golf operations inan ager tees off\ 
STAFF REPORT 

New golf operations manager for 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City, 
John Snyder. started his job today. 
after a three-month vacancy in the 
position. 

Snyder comes to Sun City with a 
degree in turf-grass management 
and experience managing cnampi
onship _solf courses within the 
United ::,tates and abroad. Most 
recently. Snyder worked at the 
Ahwatukee Country Club. 

RCSC officials report that most of 
Snyder's first day on the job will be 
touring the facilities. and s itting in 
on meetings. After Urnt. Snyder is 
expected Lo have full control over 
golf operations. 

With the job. Snyder will be 
responsible for maintaining all of 
Sun City's community courses. wilh 
an annual budget of about $5 
million. 

John Snyder 
begins his first 
day on the job as 
the new golf 
operations man
ager for the Rec
reation Centers 
of Sun City. Sny
der fil ls a spot 
that has been 
vacant for three 
months. 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DALY NEWS-SUI, 
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rRCSC 
hire new 
golf tngr. 
By Jeremy Pearlman 
Independent Newspapers 

In searching for a replace
ment golf division manager for 
its eight community golf cours
es, the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City found an individual 
who already had extensive 
experience · overseeing golf 
course operations in Sun City -
Sun City, South Africa that is. 

John Snyder has been select
ed by the Rec Centers Board of 
Directors as the new golf divi
sion manager and will take 
office June 3: 

In addition to being the head 
superintendent for both the 
Gary Player Country Club and 
the Lost City Golf Course in 
Sun City, South Africa, Mr. 
Snyder has worked as assistant 
superintendent and superintend
ent of the Professional Golf 
Association's National Golf 
Club in Florida and currently 
works as superintendent of the 
Ahwatukee Country Club and 
the Lakes Golf Course in 
Phoenix. 

From 1989-91 , Mr. Snyder 
was responsible for preparing 
the National Golf Club 's 
Championship Course for the 
PGA Seniors Championship 
golf tournaments. 

Mr. Snyder graduated from 
Ohio State Univers ity's 
Agricultural Institute for turf 
grass management. 

The opportunity to work in a 
community with such high stan
dards for its golf courses 
enticed Mr. Snyder to -take the 
job. 

'Tm really, looking forward 
to getting out there," Mr. 
Snyder said. " I think I bring a 

SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT 

' lot of experience in golf courses 
from the places that I have 
been." 

One of his goals in the new 
position is to give residents golf 
courses they can really enjoy. 

The golf divis ion manager 
position has been available 
since Feb. 25 following the res
ignation of Steve Ravencamp. 

The Rec Centers conducted a 
national search for the position, 
interviewing four of the 30 can
didates applying for the posi-

tion. Mr. Snyder was inter
viewed multiple times prior to 
being hired. 

"We never anticipated (find
ing) anyone with this quality of 
a background," said Art Little, 
RCSC director. "He is extreme
ly talented, with qualifications 
that include a recommendation 
from Gary Player (longtime 
PGA golfer)." 

The golf division manager 
position 's salary range is 
$65,000 to $90,000, according 

to Jerry Swintek, RCSC board 
president. . 

"Mr. Snyder was very impres
sive with his knowledge of golf 
course operations from one end 
to the other," Mr. Swintek said. 
"We had a criteria what this can
didate needed to be. We are 
absolu.tely, positively delighted 
to find a person with a back
ground and qualifications he 
has. 

"We're really looking forward 
to June 3 when he comes on 

board and takes over our golf 
operarion," Mr. Swi ntek said. 

The Rec Centers governing 
board approved the hiring of 
Mr. Snyder by a majority vote, 
according to Mr. Swintek. 

Chuck Manning, superimend
ent of the North and South 
courses, served as the interim 
golf division manager while a 
replacemem was being sought. 
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RCSC hires new golf chief 
OPERATIONS MANAGER: John Snyder 
comes to Sun City courses from _Ahwatukee 
Country Club 

JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City has hired a golf-operations 
manager who will lake the helm 
Monday morning. 

The RCSC hired John Snyder, 
golf s uperintendent of the Ahwatu
l<ee Country Club, for the position 
thal has remained vacant for the 
last three monlhs . Snyder has a 
background in golf management 
a nd nas received honors for his 
upkeep of courses in Florida and 
Virginia. 

"We are expecting some very 
good things from him," said RCSC 

President J erry Swintek. "He comes 
to us with a tremendous back
ground, and definitely has the qual
ifi cations for the job." 

Snyder attended The Ohio State 
University Agricultural Institute for 
lurf-grass management and worked 
at the PGA National Golf Club in 
Florida. He has worked on several 
cha mpions hip go lf c o u r ses 
throughout his career, including 
lwo in South Africa. 

According to Swintek, Snyder 
was up for the position along with 
about 40 others who responded lo 
the RCSC nationwide search. The 
pos ition was advertised to pay 
between $65,000 and $95,000 a 
year, depending on experience, but 

RCSC would not divulge exact fig
ures offered Snyder. 

Swintek said he doesn't expect 
there to be any major changes at 
the golf course, but that he expects 
some upgrades in the turf through
out the summer and next few 
years . 

"He's the expert - that's why we 
hired him," Swintek said. "We are 
leaving everything up to him, but 
we don't expect to have anything 
major happening right away. We 
want him to get his feet . on the 
ground here before anything is 
thrown at him." 

Snyder comes on board three 
months after former RCSC golf
operations manager Steve Raven
kamp resigned from the posl for 
P,ersonal reasons. Ravenkamp 
came under fire from golfers in Sun 

~ ity for the poor golf condi
t10ns. He came under fi re 
from the RCSC boa rd for 
overexte n d ing th e go lf 
budget. 

Specifics of Ravenkamp's 
departure rema in u ndis 
c los ed. Th e RCSC has 
declined to release his per
sonnel records . 

After Ravenkamp·s depar
ture, some Sun City golfers 
urged the RCSC board to hire 
someone with more knowl
edge in groundskeeping. An 
unsuccessful campaign was 
un?ertaken by the Sun City 
Poi mula Registry to appoint a 
Sun City resident lo the golf 
operations post. 

Nevertheless, Swintek said 
this morning that he and the 
rest of the RCSC board is 
pleased with Snyder's qualifi
cations and the amount of 
experience he will bring lo 
lhe communi ty's golf courses. 

Snyder will be in charge of 
all lhe RCSC courses ' ancl 
manage an annual budget of 
about $5 million. 
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Single-rider cars· make golf 
more accessible to disabled 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

The 1-PASS golf car for disabled golfers is shown 
at the TPC Sawgrass Golf Course in Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Fla. 

NO LOCAL DEMAND: Dealers 
are keeping a watch, but so far 
there have been no requests 
for the 1-PASS 
STAFF AND WIRE REPORT 

The single-rider cci-r looks like a jet ski on wheels 
- handle bars instead of a steeling wheel, a rack to 
hold the clubs in front, a seat that rotates 360 
degrees. 

Known as "I -PASS," it is available at places such 
as Pebble Beach , Disney, Doral and all 21 golf 
courses in the TPC Network, including Sawgrass, 
home of the PGA Tour. 

So far, there's been no demand for it locally. 
Although the benefits of I-PASS are touted, Jen

nifer Hill of Pohle NV Center in Sun City said the 
demand for the vehicles locally does not warrant 
dealers to·stock them yet. 

"We've heard about them, but we are not plan
ning on getting any," she said. "Right now not 
enough people know about it, so, there really isn't 
the demand for them. Maybe once people start to 
know about them, we'll reconsider." 

Jim Poole, head professional at Sawgrass, said 
it's worth it if it's used once a year: "It gives handi
capped people an opportunity to play." 

That's what the PGA Tour had in mind when It 
agreed to put a 1-PASS car at all of its TPC <;ourses, 
a small irony, considering the tour only last year J 

lost its U.S. Supreme Court case against Casey 
Martin over his rtght to use a standard car in PGA 
Tour events. 

"There is no direct correla tion with Casey Mar
tin." said Bill Reid, regional director of operations 
for the TPC Network. ''Casey's situation brought 
awareness to handicapped golfers. We looked at 
disabled-golfer programs around the country and 
felt it was important to extend the opportunity for 
handicap golfers to play our courses. 

"It sends a message relative to our efforts of 

STEVE CHERNEl(/[)AILY NEWS-SUN 

John Slocumb of Glendale, left, tees off on the 
third hole at Lakes West in Sun City Saturday. He 
has a golf attachment on his prosthetic arm. 
Above, starter Brownie Gary displays a flag that 
golfers can get for thei~ cars for special _access on 
the course. 

growing the game." 
The tour is not exactly malting money off 1-

PASS. The cost of one car is about $7,000, more ' 
than double that of a standard car, and yet golf 

l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



courses charge the same fee for both. Reid says 
hardly any of the 1-PASS cars have been used at_ 
the TPC courses. 

However, Roger Pretekin, president of . 
Colorado-based SoloRider Industries, which builds 
the cars, says it's worth having a 1-PASS car for no 
other reason than to comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. · 

Less than a month ago, the Justice Department 
reached an agreement with a Las Vegas retirement 
community in which the Summerlin Sun City Com

. munity Association must make its three courses 
accessible to golfers With disabilities. . 

Summerlin Sun City, with about 14,000 resi
dents, was organized by Del Webb Corp., in 1~. 

Sun City aI_ld Sun City West; golf courses:1ltf,e 
qthers built before 1990, do not fall. under ADA 
requirements. . . I ,: 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990-took 
~ffect July 26, 199~ .. , ·, · i,: ...,_ · .': •,· 

•· Sa turday mg.ming, Glendale residenJ \John Sloc
umb was taking advantage of open golf at Lakes 
Wes t Golf Course in Sun City. He was playing with 
a couple of his high school friends, but was work
ing his swing with one hand and one prosthetic 
hand. 

He said he .thinks having handica pped
accessible golf cars is a good idea for some, but for 
him, playing the regular way is more of a challenge. 

"I think it's more fun this way because it is hard
er," Slocumb said. "A car is good for people, 
because il gets too hot, but I think I'd rather just 
play like everyone else." 

Brownie Gray, who works at Lakes West. said he 
gets quite a few people playing golf who are handi
capped, bul said they don't ask for any special 
treatmen t. 

"We have a nag we can 
give them lo pul on their car 
so they can gel closer to the 
greens." he said. ·1 don'l 
think the · people coming in 
here though need a lot ot: 
assistance when they play.· 

Even though the Sun Cit
ies course do not have to 
accommodate golfers under 
the ADA law, they t,ry to do so 
anyway. 

In Sun City, interim golf 
operations ma nager Chuck 
Manning said if members 
come in with a doctor's note 
explaining they are disabled, 
they will be accommodated. 

He said nags will be 
attached lo their golf cars, 
allowing them lo drive up 
near Lhe greens and tees, but 
no golf car is allowed on the 
actual greens. 

"They have to stay 15 or 
20 feet away from the fringe 
of the greens." said J erry 
Swintek. president of the 
Recrealion Centers of Sun 
City. · 

Swinlek said handicapped 
golfers can drive lo their ball 
on olher parls of lhe golf 
courses. but near lhe· greens 
and lhe tees. their cars musl 
stay on the paved areas. 

Sun Cily West Golf Direc
tor Todd Patty said while 
nolhing is in place for handi
capped golfers on the rec cen
ters· courses. they are looking 

al golf cars in which handi
capped residents can play 
rounds from the vehicles. 

Patty said it is his under
standing the vehicle the cen
ters is looking at is either 
buit by Easy Go or Augusta, 
Ga.-based Club Car. 

A I -PASS or a ca r 
designed specifically for dis
abled golfers is not required 
lo be in compliance. although 
Pretekin believes that will be 
an issue in the future. 

"How is a person who 
doesn't walk . going to use a 
golf car?" he said. 

Built by SoloRider and dis
tributed by Club Car. the I
PASS car has become a vehi
cle for disabled golfers to 
enjoy a game they might not 
otherwise be able to play. 

For those withoul use of 
their legs, the I-PASS allows 
them to play withou l leaving 
their seats. 

One of those golfers is Bob 
Schmonsees. paralyzed from 
the waisl down afler a skiing 
accident in 1984. ·A market
ing consultant who lives in 
Potomac. Md., Schmonsees 
became skilled at wheelchair 
tennis and continued lo ski 
using special devices. 

··1 a lw?,ys won de r ed 
whether anybody would come 
up with something for golf." 
said lhe 54-year-old Schmon
sees. who played occasionally 
before his accident. '"I had 
seen a few altempts lo Lake 

motor scooters a nd turn 
them into golf cars. but 1 
didn't think they were robust 
enough to handle· the golf 
course." 

Having s een an early 
design of SoloRider's car , 
Schmonsees was invited to 
take part in the development 
of I -PASS. He now owns two 
of the cars and plays a couple · 
of times a week on lhe TPC at 
Avenel. He has a home just 
off the 16th fairway. 

"The initia l reaction is 
raised eyebrows," Schmons
ees said. "Then, everyone is 
all for it when they see me 
hit." 

Equally impressive is the 
car, and the places it is 
designed to go - tee boxes, 
greens, bunkers, sidehill lies. 

The I-PASS car has a 6-
inch clearance for greater 
access around the course. 
and a low center of gravity 
and equal weight dis tribution 
for s tability, even on hills. 

Perhaps its most impor
tant feature is the four-wheel 
suspension that allows the 
car to be driven on greens 
withou t doing any damage to 
the putting surface. It trans
fers only six to seven pounds 
of pressure per square inch. 
half the pressure applied by . 
an average man and signifi
canlly . less than standard 
cars . 

"Every sale we made early 
on lo Pebble Beach and Doral 
and high-end priva te clubs, 

th~y were all very concerned 
about the. integrily of their 
greens." said Pretekin. '"Every 
one of them, after an evalua
tion, scratched their head 
and said. 'l guess it's fine .... 

Schmonsees plays off a 26 
handicap index. His best 
score on the TPC at Avenel, 
home course of the Kemper 
Open, is a 94; his best round 
ever is an 87 on a course in 
Virginia. Using only his upper 
body to gen erate power , 
Schmonsees said he hits his 
driver about 170 yards, and 
his 7-iron goes about 100 
yards. 

But this is not about scor
ing or long driving conlests. 
It's about an opportunity. 

"'The lime is right for this.· 
he said. 

Pretekin built the first pro
totype of I-PASS nearly eighl 
years ago. He then joined 
forces with Club Car. which 
m a de seve ra l tec h nica l 
changes to improve the per
fo rma nce a nd added a n 
emergency "stop" button. 

'We thought it was the 
right thing to do," said Ch ris 
Plummer. vice president gf 
marketing for Club Car. "We 
know disabled golfers want 
access. And most of our cus
tomers are smarl enough to 
know that if they want Lo deal 
with ADA issues. we have a 
solution for them." 

Staff w rite rs Michae l 
Maresh and John Sokolich 
contributed to this story from 
Tlte Associated Press. 
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Nicholas Haja tees off on the 14th at Desert Trails in Sun City West Wednesday. 
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De_clining golf revenues 
weigh on rec centers 
MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-S' JN 

Golf, a longtime staple for 
the Sun City and Sun City 
West recreation centers, is 
drawing less and less 
interest. 

The dwindling numbers of 
rounds being played on com
munity courses are troubling 
to the recreation centers in 
part because of the signifi
cant money involved in these 
amenities. 

In Sun City West, 60 per
cent of the budget is allocated 
for golf while 17 percent of 
residents play the sport. In 
Sun City, almost 35 percent 
of the budget goes toward golf 
while 9 percent to 11 percent 
play the game. 

However, poth Sun City 
and Sun City West bring in 
an immense amount of reve
nue from golf to offset the 
expenses; the centers' goals 
is to make the sport self
sufficient. 

Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West Golf Chairman 
John Orr said 10 out of 250 
members who attended a 
newcomers meeting las t 
month said they were inter
es ted in golf. 

Recreation Centers of Sun 
City Golf Chairwoman Bev
erly Davis said Sun City West 

/ 

is not alone. At a recent 
RCSC newcomers meeting, 
two out of 50 new residents 
said they golfed. 

Orr said the RCSCW must 
fmd ways to get people inter
ested in golf because closing 
any of the four courses in the 
retirement community isn't 
an option. 

·we carmot eliminate golf 
courses," he said. ·w e have 
to find a solution, and we do 
not know what to do. " 

At a recent budget work
shop, Sun City West board 
members attributed part of 
the problem to the aging 
community. 

In the 200 1 ~2002 fiscal 
year, the average age in Sun 
City West was 73. 1. That 
compa res to 72.8 in the 
2000-2001 fiscal year. 

Sun City West's governing 
board members said while 
some of its members stop 
playing golf because of age 
and health concerns, the 
RCSCW in the pas t has 
always been able to pick up 
the slack with new residents. 
However, the small samplings 
of new members show they 
are not as interested in golf. 
Orr said. 

J ames Parker. a member 
of the RCSCW golf s ubcom
mittee, said there are several · 

reasons golf play may be 
dwindling. 

·we have physical handi
caps that do not allow allow 
people to play as much," he 
said. "People are not just tak
ing the time to play golf. " 

Pa rker s aid in SQ~ • , 
instances, both ·spouses are 
working, which means they 
have little time to play the 
sport. 

J on Cannon. senior busi
ness manage r who will 
become general manager J uly 
I. said there were 433,000 
rounds played in Sun City 
West in 1998- 1999; tha t 
number decreased last year 
to 345,000 rounds. 

"It c:ertainly is an issue,·· 
Cannon said. 

Orr said the issue could be 
resolved if the centers can 
convince members to hit the 
links. "Sun City' West is the 
golf capital for seniors," he 
said. "That is true for middle
class people. It's a wonderful 
deal." 

The issue may be more 
s ignifican t in Sun City Wes t 
where operation of the com
munity's fo u r co urses 
accounts for nearly 60 per
cent of the overall budget, or 
$7.9 million of the $ 13.2 

see Goll rounds. A5 



From Al 

million total. In Sun City, the 
community's 7½ courses 
require just under 34.5 per
cent of the centers' budget, or 
$5 million of $14.5 million. 

The half course refers to 
the Quail Run, which is a 9-
hole cour~e. · 

Davis said the sport is not 
as popular as it once was but 
the reason isn't easily 
defined. 

"It's decreasing all over the 
state," she said. "We are 
doing what we can to build it 
up." 

Davis said part of the. 
problem is courses are being 
built at a dramatic rate, and 
now there are 49 courses 
within 10 miles of Sun City 
that residents can choose 
from. Included in those 49 
are Sun City West golf 
courses that residents can 
now use following the 
RCSCWs ruling last week to 
open its courses to Sun City 

and Sun City Grand resi
. dents on a trial basis in 

hopes of increasing revenue. 
"They are coming here for 

a retirement," Davis said. 
'They are saying, 'Been there, 
done that.' Give them time, 
and they will come around." 

Some residents, she said, 
move into Sun City for the 
golf courses, though there is 
a large percentage who move 
to the retirement community 
for other amenities such as 
bowling. 

Sun City West, according 
to Orr, h~s 5,000 golfers - · 
almost the same as the num
ber of golfers in Sun City, 
estimated between 4,000 and 
5,000, Davis reported. 

Davis said the bulk of the 
golfers are men; Sun City has 

. 800 to 1,000 women golfers. 
Orr, admitting he is guessing, 
said 20 to 25 percent of the 
golfers in Sun City West are 
women. 

While Davis had no con
crete numbers, she said golf 

rounds in Sun City should be 
increasing in the current fis
cal year. 

"It comes and goes." she 
said. "We have to make the 
prices more attractive." 

Sun City West's Parker 
said the golf subcommittee is 
studying the lack of golf play 
and in the next two to three 
weeks plans to give the golf 
committee five possible ways 
to increase play. 

To help generate revenue, 
Sun City normally allows play 
to nonmembers from May 1 
through Oct. 1, but the end
ing date has not. been deter
mined for this year yet. Sun 
City also looks to events such 
as this week's Jaycee tourna
ment at Willowcreek Golf 
Course that kicks off at 7:30 
a.m. Saturday as a way to 
help fill the golf coffers. 

Michael Maresh can be 
reached at 876-2513 or 
mmaresh@aztrib.com. 
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Golf division 
• manager resigns 

Critics pleased by move 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun City's golf division man
ager has moved on to greener 
pastures. 

Steve Ravenkamp, director of 
golf operations, resigned his 
post effective Feb. 25. He has 
held the ·position since May 8, 
2000. 

In his letter to the Recreation 
Centers board of directors, 
dated Feb. 11, Mr. Ravenkamp 
inpicated he had accepted "a 
position that provides an oppor
tunity that will better fit his 
lifestyle and the needs of his 
family." ~.;:-11. - • · • 

Board President Jerry 
Swintek said, although Mr. 
Ravencamp will be missed, the 
RCSC golf operations will be in 
capable hands heading into the 
slower-paced warmer-weather 
season. 

"We have in place Chuck 
Manning, who is currently the 
superintendent of North and 
South courses. He will be the 
interim manager of golf courses 
until such time as we replace 
Steve," Mr. Swintek said. 

The Recreation Centers plans 
to launch a nationwide -search 
for Mr. Ravenkamp!s replace
ment, according to fyir. Swintek. 

"It will probably take three to · 
six months/' Mr. Swintek- said. 
He said the process could be so 
lengthy because it is difficult to 
get a person here from out-of
state for an interview. Also, the 
board does not wants to rush its 
decision. 

"We will not be hiring anyone 
until we get the right individ
ual," Mr. Swintek said. 

Current golfdivision employ
ees will be considered, Mr. 
Swintek noted. "Any qualified 
individual wiU be considered," 
he said. 

Mr. Ravenkamp was selected 
in May 2000 to be the RCSC's 

first golf division manager, 
when the board decided to split 
the duties of the general manag
er. 

He was chosen from a field of 
approximately 50 applicants, 
Mr. Swintek noted. A like num
ber of candidates is expected 
this time, he said. 

The salary range for the posi
tion remains $65,000 to 
$90,000, according . to Mr. 
Swintek. 

Once the board advertises the 
position, applicants will be 
brought in for an initial inter
view, Mr. Swintek noted. "The 
final three candidates • will be 
brought back to be intervjewed 
by the entire board. We want to 
get the right person." 

While the RCSC was satis
fied with Mr. Ravenkamp's per

. formance, · there were some 
detractors in the community. 

Nick Salamone and Anne 
Stewart were among his more 
vocal critics, and both · were 
pleased by Mr. Ravenkamp's 
departure. 

"I like the move, but I don't 
want to see another director of 
golf," Mr. Salamone sai4. "The 
job is too big for one person to 
handle. One man cannot super
vise eight courses." 

Rather than hire a golf divi
sion manager, Mr . . Salamone 
"would rather see them tell the 
superintendents of the courses 
that they are in charge of their 
courses, and their course· only. 

"All superintendents would 
make their own budgets and 
bring them to the board," he 
continued. 

He also suggested paying the 
superintendents higher salaries, 
commensurate with their addi
tional responsibilities. 

Mr. Salamone also believes 
the golf operation needs to be 
streamlined. 

" It is top heavy with manage
ment," he said. "Right now you 
have supervisors, assistant 
supervisors and some courses 
have foreman. I can't see al l 
that." 

Mrs. Stewart wrote on her 
Web site: "We were pleased to 
hear ... that this golf manager 
resigned as of Feb. 25, and now 

we urge the board to take advan
tage of the li fetime experience 
offered by RCSC member 
Angelo Zappella. He will 
improve the condition of our 
golf courses, slash costs and 
reduce the deficit." 

Mr. Swintek was not certain 
how soon the search for Mr. 
Ravenkamp's successor would 
commence. 
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R~csc · -k· ·-···-. . -~ ~eps' 
lid On . gOlf · 
manager's_· 
reSignatiol1\ 

~ ., . ' 

JOHN SOKOUCH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

I It took more 'than ~o weeks for the Recre-
ation Centers of Sun City to inform its mem
bers that golf operations manager Steve 
Ravenkamp haq resigned . 

. RCSC · President Jeny Swintek said the 
decJsion to keep the resignation under wraps 
was to avoid disstnsion · in its r~. He said 
releasing further 'information about Ravenka-

1 mp's departure breaks. an RCSC rule of keep
ing employee files protected from the public. 

1 • "He resigned, isn't that enough?" he asked. 
"We didn't telLanyone about -th~ignatitill>' 
earlier because we didn't think it would do 
any good. W~ didn't w~t anyone laying down 
on · th~ job either,. kno~g .that $teve was 
leaVing soon." : · · · 
· According to RCSC, Ravenkamp gave· his 
two-week notice of resignation in. a · letter 
dated Feb. 11:· stating he accepted a position 
that "provides an opportunity that ts. better fit 
for his lifestyle and family needs." 

Attempts to contact Ra\'.enkamp Tuesday 
and this morning were unsuccessful. 

Swintek oµ Tuesday declined the Daily 
News-Sun's reqt1est of Ravenkamp's person
qel records - including his resignation letter 
..:.. citing the centers does not need to provide 
information to the press. . 

"We are a non-profit organization and 
therefore do not have to-release any personnel 
records," he_ said. "His letter of resignation is 
part of his personnel file." 

Marion Krell, RCSC human resources man
ager, said all personnel files are exempt from 
public view as a way to protect RCSC employ
ees. Although Ravenkamp is ,no · longer an 
RCSC employee, that does not void the 
exemption, Krell said. 
. Dan Barr, an attorney specializing in the 
Freedom of Information Act,1 said even though 
RCSC ls a non-profit organization, the act still 
reqµires Jt to release personnel files of its 
employees. He.·sa1d there are two reasoqs why 
the centei:s must _comply? RCSC membership 
is mandatory _and RCSC receives funding from 
its res~dents. . ; . · ., ' .: 

Ravenkamp's persom:1el · records were 
requested after -residents complained that he 
was inexperienced at ·running · golf courses 
and allegedly ordered comput_ers for the golf 

' 
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courses without the board's 
approval. 

Swintek said board 
approval for the computers 
was not necessary, but the 
board canceled the order 
Tuesday - a day after Raven
kamp's last day as golf opera
tions manager. 

"'I'm not sure how much 
the computers were for, but it 
was less than $15.000," 
S\,intek said. "The order was 
placed by Steve. but it was 
canceled today. There was no 
ultimatum to make Steve 
leave because of the order, 
though.·There absolutely was 
not." 

RCSC Director Gene Zyl
stra said Tuesday he had not 
heard of an ultimatum dis
cussed with Ravenkamp 
because of the spending, but 
said he did know there was a 
meeting between Swintek and 
Ravenkamp on Monday. 

·something was discussed 
about spending, but I'm not 
sure what... he said. 'There 
has been questions about 
(Ravenkamp's) spending, but 
if there was an ultimatum, it 
was not something I was 
privy to." 

Zvlstra said he knew of 
many complaints about golf 
course management, but 
most were made before he 
came on board as a director 
this January. 

·There were a lot of com
plaints ... he said. "But what 
went on with his resignation 
is not something I know a lot 
about." 

Swintek on Tuesday dis
missed the complaints about 
Ravenkamp. 

Anne Stewart. founder of 

the Sun City Formula Regis
try, which has been a vocal 
critic of RCSC, has repeatedly 
complained to the board 
about problems on the golf 
courses and what she 
believes is bad management. 

'The board should be run
ning Sun City, not the man
agement," she said. "But it 
seems like it's the manage
ment making all the . deci
sions and the board rolling 
over and supporting it." 

None of the Fonnu!a Reg
istry candidates were elected 
in last year's board of direc
tors election. 

One , Ken Fetha , said. 
"(Ravenkamp) never denied 
spending the money frivo
lously, and by looking at 
some of the things on the golf 
courses. I would tend lo 
believe it's true," Fetha said. 
"But the guy didn't have any 
experience supervising a golf 
course. His resignation is .the 
best news I've heard all day." 

Before coming on board 
with RCSC , Ravenkamp 
worked at the Foothills Golf 
Course in Ahwatukee, Stone 
Creek in Paradise Valley, Ari
zona Country Club in Phoe
nix and Estrella Mountain 
Golf Course. 

Although golfers have com
plained that some of the local 
courses were in the worse 
shape th ey'd ever seen, 
Ravenkamp defe nded his 
work, saying improvements 
were limited because of bud
getary concerns. 

Ravenkamp's frustration 
with the budget came to a 
head Feb. I at a golf forum 
where he answered com
plaints about the courses 
from the public. In his 
responses, Ravenkamp said a 
larger budget was needed and 

he was tired of the com
p I a in ts on the courses 
because the budget was not 
under his control. 

The golf operations divi
sion has been criticized for 
not meeting budget for the 
past year after expenses 
exceeded income by several 
hundred thousand dollars. 
The poor showing in golf, 
according to RCSC officials. 
is part of the reason the 
board Is expected to raise 
annual membership fees by 
$20 Thursday. Golf has seen 
an increase In rounds played 
in 2001 , though, rising .6 
percent over 2000 - but it 
marked the first such 
increase in six years. 

The rise In play didn't help 
the golf budget get out of the 
red though, as operations 
ended with a $209 ,761 
deficit. 

Even with then deficit, 
however, the golf budget was 
slashed for 2002, with the 
expenses down 1.9 percent 
below 2001 and the capital 
improvement fund cut by 22 
percent below 2001. 

Ravenkamp started his 
post as golf operations man
ager on May 8, 2000, at an 
annual salary somewhere 
between $62,500 and 
$92,000, according to former 
RCSC President Bob Briscoe. 
Briscoe had stated that sal
ary range when Ravenkamp 
first took the post. 

The golf operations man
ager position was created to 
ease the responsibilities of 
the job fonner RCSC Manager 
Jim Warfield held. Warfield 
was in charge of all the recre
a tion centers and golf courses 
in Sun City. In 2000. that 
position was broken up into 
two parts: centers operations 

I 
I 
I 

and golf operations. I 
Earl Feierabend holds the 

position of centers operations I 
manger and was hi red after J 

Warfield was fired from the 
post. I 

When he was hired, 
Ravenkamp said he learned I 
his business and manage
ment skills through his years I 
in the Navy. He joined the I 
Navy after graduating from 
high school in Anahei m. I 
Calif., and retired as a chief 
warrant officer in 1989. I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Sun City woman seeks removal · of golf course gutters 1 

By JULI NESSETT 
Independent Newspapers 

Usage and popularity of the 
Internet has rapidly increased over 
the last decade and one Sun City 
resident has been traveling the 
infonnation superhighway to take 
her case to her fellow Sun Citians. 
via her own Web site, www.annere
port.com. 

Anne Stewart created her own 
Web site last fall, www.annere
port.com, in hopes of gaining sup
port from the community in her 
effort to convince the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City's board of 
directors that the fairly new gunnit
ed culverts on two of the RCSC golf 
courses are an eyesore and against 
Del Webb's philosophies. 

Mrs. Stewart, moved to Sun City 
in 1994 shortly after filming a te le
vision commercial for Del Webb. 
She said she fell in love with 
Webb's idea of a retirement com
munity and after finding a house on 
a golf course, she and her husband 
moved to the City of Volunteers. 

Mrs. Stewart says she chose her 
home for one reason and one reason 
only. Behind the home on Lakes 
West Golf Course, a small stream 
with waterfalls gurgled, something 
Mrs. Stewart had always wanted. 

"I went directly from the front 
door to the back door to see what 
the view was because that wa~ the 
only thing I cared about," said Mrs. 
Stewart. 

Mrs. Stewart enjoyed the water 
feature for several years and after 
her next door neighbor, a good 
friend of hers, passed away her 
neighbors ashes were strewn in the 
stream. 

In September 1999 the stream, 
which the board purports was only 
there to move water from course to 
course for irrigation purposes, was 
dug up to make way for new lined 
channels. 

"Del Webb did not put them there 
to beautify the golf courses," said 
Jerry Swintek, president of the 
RCSC board of directors. "The rea
son he put them on top of the 
ground instead of digging a trench 
and putting in a pipe is it's a lot 
cheaper to have a waterway on top 
of the ground." 

These new waterways were to be 
more efficient both in the trans
portation of water for irrigation and 
for,maintenance reasons. 
I According to Mr. Swint~k; ihe 
former trenches were losing water 
into the ground and causing erosion 
of the earth. 

"Another reason we did the gun
niting was the maintenance cost. 
The grass grew rapidly alongside of 
it (the former stream or ditch) 
because it was nice and damp. We 
had the problem that we had to have 
guys out there with weed trimmers 
going along the edge," explained 
Mr. Swintek. "With the gunnite 
going up over the edge, the lawn
mowers go right along and mow the 
grass right next to the waterway and 
it cut our maintenance time and 
improved the quality of the golf 
course, because we didn't have a 
big batch of weeds growing on each 
side that we didn 't have the time 
and people to get out there and do it 
every week." 

However, Mrs. Stewart is skepti
cal the new waterways are more 
efficient and less costly, she consid
ered them an eyesore. So Mrs. 
Stewart began to do some research 
and found a company, Pacific 
Aquascapes, which the Del Webb 
Corporation had used in the past for 
similar waterways or water fea-
tures. , 

She believed the "gutters" were 
against what she refers to on her 
Web site, as " Del Webb's 
Successful Tenets for Sun City -
affordable housing, a sense of com
munity and unsurpassed amenities." 

Mrs. Stewart also contacted John 
Waldron, director of public and 
community relations for Del Webb, 
stating she was do ing research on 

Sun City. She asked Mr. Waldron 
whether Del Webb had used Pacific 
Aquascapes in the past and whether 
the Sun Cities were based on the 
three tenets. I le responded affi rma
tively to both quest ions, she says. 

Attractive water features on the 
golf courses are something she 
believes to fall under the unsur
passed amenities portion of the 
tenets. 
I After compiling data about 
changing the waterways back to 
more attractive water features, Mrs. 
Stewart approached the board. 

Mr. Briscoe said he listened to 
her presentat ion and told her it was 
a beautiful idea. but the cost of 

I $213,000 per course. to remove the 
I paved waterways and put the new 
ones in, was more than the board 
could consider. If she could raise 
the money, however. the board 
would be happy to do it as long as 
there was a report stating that the 
new and more attractive waterways 
would be as efficient and not double 
or triple the cost of maintenance. 

Mr. Briscoe said this infomiation 
was never provided. 

After giving Mrs. Stewart what 
the board considered ample time to 
raise the money, the board told her 
they could wait no longer. due to the 
fact that the budget had to be final
ized. 

Mrs. Stewart alleges that because 
the board would not allow her to 
raise money under the umbrella of 
the Sun City Foundation, she could 
not do so in a non-profit manner 
and therefore could not raise the 
money. 

Once she learned of the RCSC's 
capital preservation fund. which is 
to be used for one time only, c~pital 
improvements costing $ I 00,000 or 
more with a life expectancy of 15 or 
more years. Mrs. Stewart asked the 
board to use it as a source of fund
ing for the more attractive water
ways. 

The board refused, saying the 
water features were a form of beau
tification and not something which 
would fall under the rules for using 



the capital preservation fund. 
"The bottom line is capital 

preservation is only to preserve 
what we have," said Mr. Swintek. 
"The fund is for maintaining our 
facilities when they deteriorate. We 
go to the asset preservation fund to 
rejuvenate a building, not to rejuve
nate waterways." 

Close to $500,000 of the approx
imately $1.2 million fund is already 
cannarked for expenditure in the 
future. 

According to Mr. Swintek and 
Mr. Briscoe, three of the RCSC's 
golf facilities have or will have the 
gunnited waterways in the future 
and if the capital preservation fund 
is used to manufacture the new 
waterways the fund will be virtual
ly exhausted. 

Prev iously on Mrs. Stewart 's 
Web site, a petition for recall of 
board members who were not in 
.support of the new water features, 
had existed. Now the Web site asks 
for supporters to sign in. 

Mrs. Stewart says that once she 
has enough support from members 
of the community she will institute 
a recall , but for now it will wait. 

Another change to the Web site 
has also occurred. Prior to Feb. 20 

the site had referred to "Del Webb's 
Successful Tenets for Sun City." As 
of Feb. 20 several changes had been 
made. The site now referred to the 
tenets as the "Secret Formula for 
Successful Sun Cities.'' 

Her references, which had previ
ously used Mr. Waldron as a source, 
had a lso been changed in some 
ways. Instead of naming him as a 
source, information given by him 
was referenced as, "From the 
research of Anne Randall Stewart ." 

According to Mr. Waldron, these 
changes had occurred because he 
had contacted Mrs. Stewart and to ld 
her that he and Del Webb had no 
interest in being a part o f her sup
porting evidence. 

Mr. Waldron said he had initiall y 
wanted to assis t Mrs. Stewart 
because she told him she was doing 
research on Sun City, something 
with which he is always glad to 
help. But when he was told how and 
why the information was being 
used , he simply as ked her to stop. 

"Sl)e was taking those comments 
out of context," said Mr. Waldron. 
"But in no way were we wanting 
any part of recall efforts." 

Both Mr. Briscoe and Mr. 
Swintek believe Mrs. Stewart's idea 
is a very good one, but unless she 
can raise the money it is impossible. 

They assert that changing the 
waterways back to stream-like fea-

tures will only benefit as many as 
I 00 homeowners and therefore is 
not_ in the best interest of the 42,000 
residents currently in Sun City. 

" I have talked to maybe three 
people besides Anne who want to 

do this. If 24,000 homes send us a 
check for $300 we can do what she 
wants to do." said Mr. Briscoe. " If 
anyone would object to sending us 
the money, -send a leller or contact 
he r and te ll her how you feel." 



from 50 cents to $2. Sum mer cart 
renta ls w ill c hange from $5 per per
son to $ 13 tota l (for 18 ho les) and 
from $5 per perso n to $6.50 to tal 
(for nine ho les). Winter cart rates 
will inc rease by $ 1 for 18 holes and 
50 cents for nine holes. C lub re ntals 
w ill increase by 50 cents, as will 
trail fees. 

Unde r the new rate struc ture, a 
no -fee annual card will r ise fro m 
$825 to $875. T he executive-course 

no-fee card will jump fro m $690 to 
$730. 

The all-course pa ss will go up 
from $650 to $690. T he $ J per I 8-
ho le round fee will re main the same. 
A 50 cent fee w ill be imposed for a 
nine-ho le round. 

Executive cou rse annua l cards 
w ill he a vailab le for $560 plus a $ I 
fee for 18 ho les and 50 ce111s for 
nine holes . T hat is up from $.'i30 . 

The daily fee will rise from $ 18 
to $ 19 for residents playing 18 ho les 
o f golf o n a regula tio n course. 
G uest fees for the same course wi l l 
escala te from $30 to $32 for 18 
ho les. Res iden ts \'!ill experie nce an 
inc rease from $9 to $9.50 for nine 
holes o f play and the g uest rate wi ll 
jum p from $ 15 lo $ 16. 

For executive courses. the dai ly resi
dent fee will be $ 15, up from $14 
for 18 holes o f golf. T he guest fee 
will be bumped from $25 to $26.50. 

Nine holes o f go lf on an execu
tive course will go to $7.50." It has 
been $7. The nine-ho le guest rate 
will r ise 75 cents, going from 
$ 12.50 lo $ 13.25 . 

The annual earl pe rmi t, which 
a llo ws go lfers to operate the ir own 
golf carts o n the co urse, w ill 
increase from $ 150 lo $ 160. 

T he fee increases are expected to 
he lp o ffset increa sing de fi cits 
incurred in the golf d ivis io n. 

VF GOLF COURSES 
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RCSC board gives OK 
to golf fee increase 
Hike becomes effective Dec. 1 

By JULI NESSETT 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun C ity golfers a re teed off tha t 
rates will be rising Dec. I for the 
second time .in just over two years. 

The 6 pe rcent fee hike was 
approved by the S un C ity 
Recreatio n Centers board of d irec
tors during its Nov. 16 meeting. The 
last increase was inst ituted Oct. 1. 
1998. 

The mo tion was presented by 
Treasurer Harold Boudrie and afte r 
a heated d iscussio n by the di recto rs, 
which went on for almost an hour, 
the m otion was passed 5-3. 
Opposing votes were cast by John 
Powell , Marge Murphy and Jerry 
Swintek , a ll o f who m tho ught the 
m otion sho uld be tabled pending 
further study and input from those 
who actually play the ganic. 

"I think we ·ve got to involve 
those who pay and p lay. It ·s not just 
a board decisio n," said Mr. Swinte k. 

Board P reside nt Bob Briscoe 
agreed that input from golfers was 
importan t. He was a lso worried 
anothe r increase could result in the 
near future. 

" Whether it 's m ore o r less, le t's 
do it all at once he said," he sa id. 

Directo rs who voted in favor ol 
the motio n seemed to believe thl 
longer the decision was delayed tht 
more serio us the problem would 
become. 

"The more we de lay on this. tht 
m ore we exacerbate the problem : 
said Di rector Dick Ohnstad . 

Most ho;ird members seemed tc 
agree the fees would have to bt 
raised at some point. it was just m· 
issue o f when. 

Mr. Powell suggested waitin i; 
unt il the beginning of Februar~ 
pend ing input fro m the gol fi n!
community. However. a ll efforts tr 
table the motio n were over once th~ 
vote was taken. 

O nly o ne aud ience mem bc , 
spoke afte r the vote was taken. H, 
s tressed that more consideratio, 
should be given lo com muni t, 
membe1 s before a ny rates ::tr• 
increased . 

A lmost every fee. with som, 
minor exception~. will be increased 

Annua l permits will rise approxi 
m ate ly be tween $30 and $51 
depending on the type. Fees for reg 
ulation course play and executi,·, 
cour e p lay wi ll increase anywhen 



flUDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2000 

RCSC 
hikes 
golf 
fees .· 
MORE TO COME: 
Directors expect 
another increase will 
be needed 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

VF GULr' CUUh'.:::;t;~ 
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The Centers golf courses 

recently went through a series of 
Improvements, but golfers still 
aren·t flocking to play. The board 
plans to study ways to increase 
the number of players to help 
keep prices low. 

"We have to get together with 
Sun Clly golfers will be paying the ladies golf associa tion and 

higher fees in two weeks, with the mens golf association and see 
another Increase on the horizon. If there Is a way to Increase golf 

The Recreation Centers of Sun numbers." Briscoe said. "Maybe It 
City Board of Directors voted will be decided to drop the price 
Thursday morning to Increase on some of the cards to attract 
golf fees by 6 percent Dec. 1 in an more people." 
effort to raise the revenue of com- On regulation courses. the 18-
munity courses that have been . hole fee under the 6 percent 
falling into the red. Increase will rise only $1 for resl-

The Increase Is expected to net dents a nd $2 for guests. 
an extra $20,000 per month, but Increases in other services al the 
the additional funds still are not courses, such as club rentals. 
enough to make up for all the will cost only' pennies more. 
course losses. Another Increase Is according to data compiled by 
expected·next September, but an RCSC. 
exact amount has not been deter- Briscoe said his primary rea-
mined yet. son for not wanting a fee increase 

"There Is a lot that has to go this Decembers is because 
Into It," RCSC board President another increase Is due next Sep
Bob Briscoe said. ·we have two tember, meaning two increases in 
or three morilhs of study to do, less than 12 months. 
and analyze the fee cards before "But five of the other board 
we can move any further." members thought the increase 

At a board study session ear- was necessaiy," he said. "Now we 
lier this week. Briscoe asked will have to study the golf aspects 
whether the board would like to I and find ways to attract outsld
hold ofT any increase so the situ- ers. especially during U1e sum
atlon could be studied more mer months." 
extensively. · But the board felt John Solcolich can be reached 
Implementing the increase the at jsokolich@aztrib.com or at 
first of next month would help 623-876-2526. 
alleviate some of the debt. 



From Al 

prices en ou gh to . h elp th e 
budgets ." 

Board member J erry Swintek 
said golf community members 
should be part of the decision to 
raise fees so the board does not 
take full res ponsibility for the 
increase. 

"l think we should talk to the 
golfing commu nity. " he said. 
"Otherwise we will run into the 
problem of doing something and 
havlne: a lot of people wonder 

want In the first place," he said. 
Philip Barmore, a Sun City 

resident for 22 years. said the 
board should get out of the golf 
Indus try a ltogether because It 
doesn't know how to manage Its 
courses. 

'They ought lo raise the prices 
like they want. open it for public 
use, then get out of golf because 
It's killing them," he said. 

Although Barmore said he 
understands the board is trying 
to erase a lot of debt, he thinks It 

VF GOLF COURSES 
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Board targets 
golf-fee increase 
REC CENTERS OF 
SUN CITY: Directors 
consider 6 percent 
hike now, more later 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN . 

Sun City golf fees will be ris
ing. but how much and when are 
sti ll debatable questions . 

Trying to recover from several 
years of financial loss on commu
nity golf courses. the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City board of 
directors is Increasing golf fees by 
6 percent Dec. 1, but another 
Increase is inevitable. board 
members say. 

At an RCSC study session 
Monday morning, board members 
debated whether to bring the 6 
percent increase to a vote a t this 
Thursday's quarterly meeting or 
to wait a couple of months until a 
consensus is reached for an exact 
fee Increase. 

Board President Bob Briscoe 
said a 6 percent Increase Is not 
enough to cover g~lf-course costs, 
making another rate hike in Sep
tember necessmy. 

"I think we should wait until 

about our reasoning ... 
The vote for the Increase will be 

taken Thursday morning during 
the RCSC's quarterly meeting, 
where the 6 percent increase is 
expected to na rrowly pass. 

But for some residents who fre
qu ent the cou rses. a ny fee 
increase is unsubstantia ted. 

"Maybe If the facilities were 
good. it might be worth it. .. Tom 
Major said while teeing off at 
North Golf Course Monday. "A 6 
percent increase sounds hi_gh . 

ls looking in the wrong place to 
make up (or lost Income. 

"They spend more money than 
they can pay back and now they 
find they can't catch up ... he said. 
"There is going to have to come a 
day when they · realize that they 
have to modify their spending 
habits a nd il is not a ll the fault of 
the golf courses ... 

But Kathy Wagner disagreed. 
"It's unfortunate that there is 

going lo be an increase. but it's 
still such a good buy. I'm not 

Barmore Wagner 

we find out exactly how much of 
an increase is needed before we 
approve any." he said. 

But his argument was met 
with strong opposition from 
other board members who said 
waiting wou ld pu t' the golf 
courses further In debt. A 6 per
cent fee increase in December Is 
expected lo net an extra $20.000 
per month. 

At the same lime they're try
ing to erase some of the courses· 
debt. board members are strug
gling to keep golf fees affordable 
for all income levels. 

"The board has to be cogni
zant of Incomes in the communi
ty." board Vice President John 
Powell said. ·we need to make 
golf affordable. while ra ising 

See Directors attempt, A5 

and these facili ties are disgust
ing. They are the worst facili ties I 
have ever played at. .. 

Major. who has lived In Sun 
City for the past two years. said 
he thinks most residents don't 
compla in abou t the grounds 
because they are afraid of such 
fee hikes. but Thursday's \'Ole 
will prove the board will do what 
it wm1ts a nyway. 

" Peo p le wo n ' t co m p la in 
because they don't want to pay 
more. but it seems like the board 
doesn't C'::tre what the people 

going to compl~in about It.· she 
said. 

Wagner. a five-year resident of 
Sun City, said residen ts would 
like to see golf fees stay stagnant. 
but with prices as low as they 
a re . a 6 perce n t In crease 
shouldn't break anyone's bank. 

Contradicting Wagner·~ argu-
. ment. RCSC candidate Nick Sala

mone said a ny type of increase ls 
h urting r es id ents on fixed 
incomes. 



VF 

Daily News-Sun • Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2000 

RCSC panel 
favors hike 
in golf,fees 
GREEN FOR 
GREENS: Committee 
says more money is 
needed to maintain 
Sun City courses 

JOHN GUlZON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Greens fees at Sun City golf 
courses may Increase, according 
to preliminary discussions Mon
day by lhe Recreation Centers of 
Sun City's Finance and Budget 
Committee. 

"There Is no way we cannot act 
like , we don't need a golf fee 
Increase," said Dick Ohnstad. 

A 5 percent Increase across 
the board was suggested - per
haps starting Jan: l - for green, 
trail, ball and car fees. 

Chuck Chadbourn, a former 
RCSC board member and current 
member of the finance commit
tee, said Increasing the fees now 
Is the prudent thing to do. 

"Every board talks about rais
ing fees and balancing the bud
get, but they always wimp out," 
he said. -. 

Golf Operations Manager Steve 
Ravenkamp said the Initial bud
get he submitted needed to be 
cut by approximately $200,000. 
The majority of the cutbacks 
came from the repair and mainte
nance budget - . approximately 
$150,000, He said maintaining 
the courses without an· Increase 
Is possible, 1but as equipment 
falls, It needs to be replaced. . 

"We can . maintain what we 
have. We are not going to get bet, 
ter and they will degrade over the 
years," Ravenkamp said. "The 

1 bottom line Is what level we want 
these courses at. That Is the 
question." 

Last year, the RCSC board 
rejected a resolution that would 
have Increased the winter dally 
golf fee for residents from $15 to 
$18 for regulation courses and 
from $13 to $ 14 for the executive 
courses. The last Increase came 
In 1998, when the annual fee 
Jumped from $640 to $825 for 
annual no-fee play. It was the 
first Increase In 13 years. · i 

The final budget will be deter, 
mined over the next several 
weeks. The board must vote on 
any Increase In fees. 

GOLF COURSES 



RCSC VOTE: Board of directors 
will entertain motion to ban cell 
phones, pagers and radios on 
golf courses 
HAYLEY RINGLE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Linda Brady's cell phone is a link to her para
lyzed father, a link she hopes U1e directors of Recre
ation Centers of Sun City won't break. 

"When he calls, I know it's an emergency," she 
said. "Don't vote my lifeline away." 

The board on Thursday will decide whether lo 
ban cell phones, pagers and radios on the golf 
courses. 

But many Sun Cilians appear opposed to such a 
ban. 

If t h e b oa rd 
approves the motion. 
all phones, pagers 
and radios must be 
deactivated on golf 
courses and can only 
be used when report
Ing a medical emer
gency, vandalism or 
unauthorized use of 
the facilities. Their 
use will be allowed 
around the practice 
areas and club hous-
es. Golf course s taff 

IF YOU GO 
■ WHAT: Recreation Cen
ters of Sun City board 
meeting 
■ WHEN: 9 a.m. Thurs-

' day 
■ WHERE: Sundial Rec
reation Center auditorium, 
14801103rd Ave. at 
Boswell Boulevard 

For Information, call 
876-3000 

will be exempt of ilie ban while working. 
"People do abuse cell phones, but not on ilie golf 

course," said Eileen Nelson. a Sun City resident for 
six years who golfs at Lakes West "It hasn't been a 
problem with us. If Oley jus t use ll for an emergen
cy, It's fine." 

Ed Snyder, a part-time Lakes West Pro Shop 
employee, said he has never heard of a problem 
with distracting cell phones, pagers or radios. 

"It's beneficial to carry a cell phone for emer
gency purposes," he sa id. "People ilial do have 
radios wiililn a group wi ll tell ilie other person lo 
tum It off if it gets loo loud." 

VF GOLF COURSES 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Jerry Dimmick says if you come out to play golf, 
you shouldn't be doing business on a cell phone. 
But he does concede that a doctor on call should 
be allowed to carry one on the course. 

Snyder said he has had plenty of people who 
have called in from the golf courses with 
emergencies. 

Barbara Konslan of Sun City also said she has 
never been distracted by a ringing cell phone, beep
ing pager or loud radio. but could see how it would 
be distracting during a tournament. 

"It would distract a lot of people. but other than 
that, Oley can have il," she sald. 

Carol Leech of Sun City carries an SOS phone 
that allows her to make only emergency calls, and 
luckily she said she's never had lo use It. . 

Don Foster of Sun City said he hasn't heard a 
ringing phone in the six years he has golfed in Sun 
City. 

"I think somebody heard It one time and now It's 
a problem," said Foster, who doesn't carry a cell 
phone or pager . 

Jerry Dimmick of Sun City disagrees. 
"If you come out to play golf. you shouldn't be 

doing business." said Dimmick. who has a cell 
phone but doesn't carry it. However. he added cell 
phones should be available for emergency purposes. 
"I played golf one day with a doctor. and he was on 
call." 

Hayley Ringle can be reached by e-mail at 
hringle@aztrib.com or by call ing 876-2519. 
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SUN CITY: Ringing 
disturbs golfers , 
according to 
proposal before rec 
centers directors 
HAYLEY RINGLE 

,- Powell said vlrtuallyevery golf 
course Insists cell phones not be 

DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City Board of Directors Is consid
ertng banning cellular phones, 
pagers and radios from tt_s golf 
courses. 

Except for reporting a medical 
emergency. vandalism or unau
thorized use of golf facilities, the 
cell phones and pagers will not 
be allowed If the- motion passes. 
They will only be allowed around 
the practice and clubhouse facili
ties. Golf course staff will be 
exempt while working on !.he golf 
courses, the motion reads. 

Vice President John Powell 
presented the proposal Mdnday. 
It already has met opposition. 

"We keep taking away privi
leges of the community." Director 
Ted Haupt said. "I see no prob
lem with the cell phones." 

Although most of the board 
opposes a ban. Powell said he will 
still bring the motion up for 
approval at the Sept. 28 meeting 
because he wants the public to 
decide. 1\ · 

used on the course. , 
"Most cell phones have fea

tures that allows you to not miss 
a call," Powell said. "It's very, very 
disruptive (when a phone rings 
while playing gol0. • 

Director Dick Ohnstad dis
agreed with Powell. saying most 
golfers are ln groups and ,vlll let 
their friend or family member 
know when the phone use is 
bothersome. 

Director Marge Murphy sug
gested putting proper phone eti
quette In the board newsletter. 

"If we educate people, it might 
be better." Murphy said. 

Many Sun Cttlans use their 
cell phone or pager as a lifeline lo 
family members. Ohnstad said. 

"Thal cell phone is U1e elec
tronic tether that allows some to 
go out, but still keep in touch 
with their family.· be said. 

At its meeting later thi s 
month, the board also will decide 
whether to approve the purchase 
of a $45,000 variable frequency 
device for Riverview Golf Course. 

The VFD Is a surge protector 
I that \viii help regulate the surge 

in the older water pipes in the 
Sun City golf course. 

"We had four breaks In the last 
'two weeks in the water line,· said 
Treasurer Harold Boudrie. 
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Sun City Rec Centers hires golf manager 
Steve Ravenskamp assumed duties May 8 

superintendent ," he said. " ] have an 
extensive management background 
from my career in the navy and 
telecommunications. 

among other things. restaurant, the 
Sun Bowl. bowling alleys and more. 

" It is a new position that was just 
created,'' Mr. Briscoe said. "It elim
inates the general manager position. 
Mr. Ravenskamp wi ll handle all golf 
operations - pretty much every
thing regarding golf. Mr. 
Ravenskamp and Mr. Warfield are 
the two top key people." 

By JULIE RIDDLE 
Independent Newspapers 

Like a golfer who has struck a 
sand trap, the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City searched through the rough 
in its hunt for a golf manager to 
oversee the community's links, and 
finally came up with the prize. 

Steve Ravenskamp, formerly of 
the Estrella Golf Course, officially 
joined the staff as golf manager May 
8. 

"We have been searching basical-

ly since the first of the year," said 
Recreation Centers of Sun City 
President Bob Briscoe. 

After narrowing the search to five 
candidates, the board "almost unan
imously" selected Mr. Ravens
kamp, Mr. Briscoe said. 

"There were a lot of factors. He 
has a lot of management experience 
and an exceptionally good educa
tion," Mr. Briscoe said. "His person
ality is very self-confident. T he 
board decided pretty much that he 
was the most outstanding one of the 

group." 
As for Mr. Ravenskamp himself, 

the decision to pursue the job stem
med from experience and interest. 

" I thought it was an opportunity 
and something J could do to help the 
community," he said. A Ret. Navy 
Officer, Mr. Ravenskamp brings a 
glut of experience to Sun City's 
courses. 

Mr. Ravenskamp said he does not 
have specific goals in mind. but a 
more general one of improving what 
already exists. 

"J want to develop the golf cours
es into something the community 
can be proud of, and something to 
look forward to," he said. 

Mr. Briscoe said the board 's aim 
was to hire a person with a strong 
background for the lucratively-paid 
position. " J worked at courses in North 

Carolina and at Stonecreek, 
Foothills, Arizona Country Club, 
and Estrella Mountain, as assistant 

With the new hire in place, current 
RCSC General Manager J im 
Warfield now assumes the title of 
operations manager for the 
Recreation Centers. overseeing, 

"We were looking for a back-

See ■ MANAGER, Page 10 

ground in agronomy and a degree in 
business. A pretty high-powered 
guy with management skills, 
because it is a high-powered job," 
he said. The position's salary ranges 
from $65,000 to 90,000 per year, he 
said. 

"Mr. Ravenskamp has Southwest 
experience in golf courses, turf 
management, and strong manage
ment and people skills to manage 
and deal with people," Mr. Briscoe 
said. 

"He is so diversified, as a retired 
navy officer, he ran a position 
where he really controlled the 
Pacific fleet. He is working toward 
a doctorate. He has a tremendous 
background - I think he will be the 
man to make the golf courses some
thing special,'' he continued. 

As for the daunting task of han-

'' It is going to be a real 

challenge. 

Steve Ravenskamp 
New Sun City Go lf Manager 

dling all the responsibilities of Sun 
City 's favorite pastime, Mr. 
Ravenskarnp said he was ready for 
the task. 

"It is going to be a real chal
lenge," he said. "I am trying to get a 
team developed. We have good peo
ple, now we just need to go in the 
same direction. I believe way to 
make things work is . get team 
together." 
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Golf chief 
·out to save 
money 

By Jim Gintoni~ 
The Arizona Republic 

On the job for less than a 
week Sun City's golf opera
tions 'manager says if he can't 
come up with ways _to sav~ 
money, "they should f1.re me. 

The selection of Steve Ra: 
venkamp by the Rec Center~ 
Board of Directors culmi
nated a months-long_ searc~ 
both inside and outside :'~n
zona. Ravenkamp's add1t1~m 
aJlows General Manager Jim 
Warfield to concentrate _on 
the community's recreation 
centers. . 

Ravenkamp's salary is con
fidential, but it ranges from 
$65,500 to $92,~ per y~ar. 
He came into the Job knowing 
that the president of t~e 
board of directors, Bob Bns- l 
coe, had said on numerous 
occasions that whoever was 
chosen would be expected to 
have the business and tech
nical skills to save the rec 
board at least twice his sala-
ry. . . R 

Briscoe srud it was a-
venkamp's business m~age
ment skills and experience 
with golf courses that lifte? 
him above the other candi-
dates. · 

Ravenkamp, who formerly 
worked at the Stonecreek, 
Foothills, Arizona Count~y 
Club and Estrella Mountain 
courses has a I plan in place 
already' as he begins to work 
with his $6 million budge~ to 
take care of the eight 
courses. 

"We have to develop com
mon goals," he said. "It's 
important to have aU the 

I superintendents working 1, 
gether. We need to look ; 
some consolidation in are; 
of purchases and bids. It's 
big challenge." 

Ravenkamp has a degree , 
business from New York Un 
versity and a master's fro, 
'froy State. He said that 1 

today's market, golf coun 
managers need to have a va 
knowledge of both the mair 
tenance and economic side 
of the business. 

In addition to developin 
common goals, Ravenkam 
said, special attention has , 
be paid to the problem < 
keeping a golf course gree 
during the summer, and h 
wants to ensure that th 
courses retain their appealin 
look. 

"The courses are in reas01 
able shape," he said. "But J'n 
never happy. If you're happ· 
you get complacent you g, 
~ownhill. You don't ~top try 
tpg to make things better." 

He said another factor in ; 
senior community is main 
taining a degree of difficult• 
on the courses, but they can= 
be so tough that they ar, 
PGA tournament qualit, 
They must be challenging ye 
fun, he said. 

"If you can't have fun " h, 
said, "why would you play?·• 

. Input from players als r 
Will play a Part in cours, 
maintenance, he said. Com 
mon interes t, not age, is thr 

I key. 
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;ummer rates announced for Sun City golf courses 
y JULIE RIDDLE 
dependent Newspapers 

Faced with decreasing activity 
,r the summer months, the 
..:creation Centers of Sun City 
iard of directors planned for 
iange during its monthly meeting 
pril 27. 
·'The golf financial situation is 
ss tha; what the budget people 

··ojected for us by about 
131,000," said Director John 
owell. ·'However, we are over the 
revious year by about $20,000. We 
now we are not growing down 
ere as far as people - we are 
.ither limited, so sometimes you 
ave to look at budgets and say we 
re going to increase our revenue by 
certain number of doJlars." 
Golf cart rental at regulation and 

xecutive courses this summer are 
ow $6 for 9 holes and $12 for 18 
oles, effective May I until the end 
,f individual course overseeding. 

At the recommendation of the 
Jowling Standing Committee, 
1tinch cards approved for non-resi
Jents at the Board 's previous 
neeting, be eliminated for the sum-

mer. 
Summer rates for open bowling 

for residents and nonresidents who 
bowl in RCSC leagues, effective 
May 1-Aug. 3 1, are $1.25 for an 
RCSC member (or three games for 
$3.50) and a $ 1.75 for nonresidents 
(three games for $4). 

In an effort to deter theft, the 
board discussed the idea that golf 
certificate redemptions for the pur
chase amount of $5 of more be 
signed by the redeemer next to the 
name on the face of the certificate 
and that the rec card number be 
noted under the signature by the 
staff. Purchases involving multiple 
certificates would require one veri-

fication for every five certificates, 
and each multip le of five certifi
cates must be stapled together with 
the staff person 's name printed on 
the first certificate of each group. 

"We have had some unfortunate 
situations where certificates have 
come up missing, which has 
prompted this particular action," 
said Director Dick Ohnstad. 
"Hopefully we will be able to solve 
the problem." 

Mr. Ohnstad disagreed on sever
al items regarding the certificates, 
including whether bearer and giver 
must be present at redemption. 

"I do not think this motion is 

complete. I think it is short of what 
we should be doing, and if we are 
going to close the door to theft per
manently, we need to have a motion 
that says all certificates should only 
be redeemed by the person they 
were issued to. That would solve 
the problem." 

The motion was tabled until the 
next meeting. 

Rec board President Bob Briscoe 
· commented on the ongoing search 
for a golf manager. 

"We are in the final stages of 
interviewing for a golf manager. 
We should have a decision for the 
people very soon:· he said. 
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Rec centers' 
hiring plan 
criticized 

By Jim Gintonio 
The Arizona Republic 

The decision to add a general 
manager to oversee golf at the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City 
has raised the ire of some resi
dents. 

Bob Briscoe, president of the 
Rec Centers board, has been 
targeted by anonymous angry 
letter writers since announcing 
that a nationwide search was 
being launched to fill the posi
tion. 

The decision to add the posi
tion was unanimously supported 
by the board. Briscoe said the 
decision was made because gen
eral manager Jim Warfield had 
too much to do. 

"I think things are too big for 
one person to handle," Briscoe 
said. "Mr. Warfield doesn't agree 
with that. J feel a new manager 
of golf operations can save his 
salary in the first six months. It's 1 

just finding things that perhaps 
are overlooked just by the fact 
that there's too much to do. 

"The bottom line is, you're 
hiring a professional, and you 
say, 'You look out there and make 
us more cost-efficient.' " 

Beverly Davis, a board direc
tor, said the person hired will 
have the expertise to know where 
to make the cuts. 

"All the courses are having a 
little problem with overseeding," 
she said. "We hope the new 
person can help correct that.'' 

Warfield, who has been on the 
job for 14 years, manages all 
aspects of the recreation centers. 
He did not want to comment on 
the situation. 

Art Williams, a former board 
president who was recalled in 
1994, thinks it's a waste of money 
to hire another general manager. 

"I see no reason for the num
ber of employees we've got that 
we need two managers," he said. 
"We already have an agronomist 

See GOLF I Page 5 
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who has worked for the board for 
10 years. Now we're going to hire 
someone else, and they want an 
agronomist. If he's not doing the 
job, we should replace him, not 
hire another general manager." 

Besides golf, the rec centers 
have numerous other areas that 
Warfield oversees, including 
bowling alleys, restaurants and 
any other activities that are held 
there. 

Those who are upset think 
having two managers will not be 
cost-efficient. Briscoe said they 
are not seeing the big picture. 

"The ones who write letters to 
the newspaper are the ones who 
think you're stupid and dumb," 
Briscoe said. "If you listen to that 
small minority, you think you're 
not doing anything right." 

Davis said it wasn't a surprise 
people objected to paying a sec-

ond general manager but added 
that most people are begining to 
realize it's a needed position. 

The budget for the recreation 
centers is $14 million, with 
$6 million of that going to the 
golf courses. 

Briscoe hopes someone can be 
hired by April 1. The one se
lected will be an operations man
ager, sharing that title with 
Warfield. 

The ideal candidate, he said. 
will have a degree in agronomy 
or horticulture and have experi
ence in managing a golf course. 

The salary range has been set 
at $55,000 to $85,000, but to get 
the type of person the board 
wants probably will require a 
salary of $70,000 or more, Bris
coe said. 

Reach the reporter at 
Jim.Gintonio@ArizonaRepublic.com or 
(602) 444-8380. 


