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1iHQA spearheads Block Watch program· 
Increase in crime spurs interest in crime prevention tactic ay ~ICK GONZALEZ HOA president, "we (HOA), in out Sun City. definitely want to bring back the 

1' Sun Cities Independent conjunction with the Recreation "Do (residents) want to have focus on the block watch program." 
" , · Centers, are going to bring back the guards at every recreation center? Mr. Radie says HOA will publish 

project, "we will participate in any · 
way we can. But, we haven' t . 
defined our role, yet." However, he 
adds, the recreation center · 
buildings would be available as • 

' . ' 

.With an increase in the crime rate great emphasis on the block watch No," says Mr. Radie, explaining the information on the planned block 
~ uncling the Sun Cities area, the program." need for resident participation and watch program in a bulletin to be Reside nts speak out 
~~ieation Genters of Sun City, Inc. Mr. Radie says the Recreation cooperation in the program. mailed to residents. The Home on Block Watch ... See Page 4 
Cand the Sun City Home Owners Centers board o f direc tors is While the crime rate in Sun City Owners Association would also like 

~ssoclation are hoping to combat "pushing for it. They very much is not very high, the crime rate to hear from residents on their sites for block watch meetings. 
&\tie· problem by bringing back a want it." around the community "seems to be interest in the program. 
::c:i>inmunity-wide Block Watch "The next step is to meet with the more than in the past," Mr. Radie As far as the recreation centers 

Program. • Sun City Posse and the Sheriffs points out are involved, "We are definitely for 

Mr. Schuett and Rec Centers 
General Manager Jim Warfield will 
represent the recreation centers in 
the project 'Tsucli a program did exist in Sun Department" "The block watch is really it," says Norm Schuett, acting 

Ci ty, before ,b ut it fell by the Along with keeping an eye on important. We are going to president of the Recreation Centers "We need to assure protection of 
the recreation centers," Mr. Schuett 
says. "Residents need to realize that 

wayside due to a lack of partici- each other's homes, residents would cooperate (with the other organ- of Sun City, Inc. 
pation and interest also be asked to keep an eye on the izations involved). We 're in the Mr. Schuett says that, although 

According to George Radie, various recreation centers through- planning stages right now, but we HOA is the guiding force on this 

it (block watch program) is very 
important and effective." 

The block watch program needs 
to be encouraged in Sun City, he 
says, and residents should watch the 
recreation center buildings as well 
as their neighbors' homes. 

"People who li ve in Sun City 
own the recreation centers, in a 
sense," Mr. Schuett explains. "So, 
they should have an interest in 
protecting their property." 

Some acts of crime have occurred 
at some of the recreation centers 
recently, such as a company vehicle 
being stolen and some damage to 
one of the greens. 

"There is a little malicious 
activity going on," Mr. Schu~u says. 
"Residents need to be aware (crime) 
is around us. 

"It a ll comes down to neigh-

"There is a 
little malicious 
activity going on. 
Residents need 
to be aware 
(crime) is around 
us. II 

- Norm Schuett 
Ac ting preside nt, 

Recreation Ce nte rs of S un 
City, Inc. 

borhood awareness. 
"We have 10 alen people to call 

the Posse or the Sheriff's 
Department" (if they see something 

\ 

susi,icious). 
Sun City Posse Commander Jack 

Goodrich says his organization 
"would._ look forward" to partici­
pating in_ a community-wide block 
watch program. 

"I think it's a good thing to have 
on a continuing basis," since crime 
will be a continuing concern for 
residents, he says. 

See BLOCK WATCH, Page 3 

"We have to do anything we can 
to stop it." 

Commander Goodrich says the 
Posse office frequently gets phone 
calls from residents expressing 
concern over crime in the area. 

"We have 10 get everyone to keep 
looking out" for each other. 

"If we can do that, Sun City will 
be a lot safer place to live." 

\ 
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'1 y cat? 
je:::;Where do ' neWconiers 1in Sun ·City go to register 
-1o;,ote? •I/{'._. :. :, •• i ~,. • '• • 

-~:i Do 'ybu1h~ve tne~ham'e of a reliable carpenter in 
· the area? · ''• · ~ 'f · '• ~ · ·.. · , 
h?'Que'sH6ns ~uch· as· these'·•and hundreds more are 
;directed to the Sun City Home Owners Associ­

·.:ation's information officers ev.ery day .. '. . .. ' ··. 
. ; lnforttiaiion' officers 1 provide residents \vith in­
fnrmatfon i'on '·a vanety of topics from Alcoholics 

-~onvhiotls ' to •alterations, ·cat traps - to·_ county 
1-'Hlhh~grr•~·n~f ''ain'tersrtci 'permits. ·. '0 '

11 1
' 1 •r' 

··,:• ~w~ :~et '.sJch'i \iVv)iriety of calls in this office. 
"(foe li:idy' c·alled"wanti'ng.:to 'know 'if she could put 
;!up a barbed' wire fence around her house," said 
-Bob Kortright, one of the HOA's three information 

,:t,.fficers. "We don't know all the answers, but we 
)iride ourselves in being able to point people in the 

··right direction." 
The information officers work out of the HOA 

·office at 10401 W. Coggins Drive. Their telephone 
!,,,umber is 97 4-4 718. 
C The HOA's three telephone lines are ringing 
·b'efore they get to work at 9 a.m. weekdays and · 
are still ringing when they leave the office at 3 
C . .J I 

F,-m. 
d. Supported by five other part-time HOA staffers 
irtd directed by a 15-member volunteer board of 
-a'irectors, the information officers feel the pulse of 
the· Sun · City community, solving problems and 
responding to complaints. . · 

Their tools of the trad,e are maps, hsts" charts, 
s and a lo.t of common' sense. • •,· ', !a.-.,;,, 
nformation officer!!-' provide the.--:•naJ}les, · ad­
sses andtBb<?n-e .. ffiimbers _of li~'f DSe~tCOI}t~a~?>rS 
o have'"\erve111SG'n ' City,,.in a s~tisfactory man­
r ·•r~ootl ~!ssif 'n Ji iq{.compla'ints against , ~ r , , - . " . 4-1·.,,1 t, - , 

contra1.: o . ..- , . . ' .., • 1 ', • ' 

I 
. T}.ie!~ h'a'l. dle __ complafotlii_ o -f,9!10 (~pairs, s_treet 
lights 11ntl;4 signs by worku~g:i>'v,:1tlt.,.the ¥ancopa 
County .,Highway D,pai:tment: . . • '(I. . ~ 
. They resolve .. i~n\l~erab e, M~. violations. and · 
neighborhood complamts by..mediation. , IC , ._,._.,c>,t_,._. \ .,,._,, 

OVER 

$,,. - . '.1- . . 
"A' lot of homeown'ers tliink that the HOA is a 

~ place.~you:• go to •for ;eo~pl~jnts:-:_But , our service 
calls outweigh the complaints by better than 10-

. 
1'~~~e0~~~~~~~l~~ oJ: ;s -:~a~; ~~rized

1 

th~·· calls 
and walk~ins they responded to : fr.Qm . Oct~ 15 to 
Oct. 21. During that time: 31.3 of the 7.4q·•reqtj_ests 
were service-oriented while 5-f were ·complaints'.• 

The maj9rity of the remaining 375 calls · were 
minor service',:iriented · calls sucli· as a resident 
wanting' to )mow the names ' of ·their state legis­
lators. 

Kortright said he and information officers Dick 
Schnase and Maynard Thompson are able to head 
off hundreds of scams in Sun. City '·'when people ., ' _ .....;· _____ _ 

just take the time to pick up the phone and call 
us." · 

"We are saving the S~n City community hun­
dreds and thousands of dollars and .I think that's a 
conservative estimate. If people realized how much 
of a service-oriented office we are, ·our phone lines 
would light up even more than they do now," 
Kortright said. ' 

Thompson, the HOA's newest information of- . 
fleer, said he advises residents not to make a 
commitment on the spot for any door-to-door or 
telephone solicitors. 

"We had one lady call us who was quoted $29.95 
to have her carpet cleaned and ended up paying 
$500," Thompson said. "Another man called me 



Stephen Chernek/ Oaily News-Sun 

Maynard Thomp~on, an· information officer for the Sun City Home Owners Association, 
answers a call from a Sun 'City residetlf. 
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HOA is , . 

best buy 
in town 
A 

pproximately 750 times 
a week, the telephone 
rings at the offices of 
the Sun City Home­

owners Association, but staf­
fers don't seem to mind. 

In fact, they wish more Sun 
Citians would take advantage 
of the HOA. 

"Our challenge is to have 
the entire Sun City community 
recognize the services we have 
to render. Our phones should 
be lit up a ll the time. We 
should double that 750 calls," 
said Bob Kortright. Kortright 
is one of three information of­
ficers employed by the HOA to 
answer questions about the 
community, provide service 
referrals a nd, as Kortright put 
it, "generally be aware of any­
thing in the community that 
could affect our way of life." 

It takes tact, wits and a de­
gree of savoir faire to be an 
information officer. 

"You, have to be a cross be­
tween Ann Landers, Solomon, 
Judge Wapner and Mr. Fix It," 
Kortright quipped. "We cover a 
lot of ground ... by no means can 
we a nswer a ll the questions 
but we can direct people to a 
source of information." 

The HOA also keeps an eye 
on scams in the community 
and will warn residents about 
the illicit money-making ploys 
not uncommon in retirement 
communities. 

"There are a lot of them ... on 
scams alone we save the com­
munity tens of thousands of 
cfflllars a year," Kortright said. 

More often, however, the 
HOA is providing service refe­
rrals, clarifying deed restric­
tions or helping residents 
determine the validity of char­
itable-donation requests. 

Ofien residents bring their 
legal problems to the HOA. 
Although they cannot provide 
legal referrals or opinions, the 
information officers can offer a 
third-party opinion. 

"We're also the unofficial 
operator for the telephone 
company," Kortright added, 
laughing. " We get a lot of, 
'Hey, what's the number for ... 

"lf people don"t know where 
to !(O or who to call, it seems, 
they come to the HOA. We like 
that. We respect that." 

Belonging to t he HOA costs 
$10 a year; about half of Sun 
City's homeowners have joined. 
Kortright, a Sun Citia n him­
self, calls it one of the best 
buys in Lown . 

"We are an undiscovered 
treasure in Sun City. I can 't 
think of another place i~ the 
country that provides this kind 
of service." 

Questions about joining the 
HOA? Questions in general? 
Call 974-4718 a nd ask for Bob, 
Richard Schnase or May­
nard Thompson. 

The HOA is open Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 
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By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Dick Elton has 
lived in a condominium for 21 
years and says he would never 
consider moving. 

"There are just too many ad­
vantages to condominium living 
compared to living in a home, in 
my opinion," said Elton, who is 
president of the Sun City Con­
dominium Chairmen Association 
board of directors. 

"I once thought of moving, but 
the cost of living in an in­
dividual home would be much 
more expensive. In. a con­
dominium the painting, garden­
ing and other things are done all 
at once so it's cheaper because 
you pay in bulk." 

There are 386 condominium 
groups in Sun City with 9,600 
units. 

Of those, about four do not 
belong to the association. 

Most condominiums in Sun 
City are governed by a board of 
management, which has the re­
sponsibility of maintaining the 
units. 

The Sun City Condominium 
Chairmen Association was 
formed in 1974 to provide in­
formation, guide and advise the 
chairmen of each condominium 
group i11 the operation of the 
units. 

"With one-third of the resi­
dents in Sun City living in a · 
condominium, an association 
like ours is very important," El­
ton said. 

The chairman of each con­
dominium group's _board of 
management represents the unit 
residents to the association. 

The association has an 11-
member board of directors 
elected by the chairmen at an 
annual meeting. · This year's 
meeting is Nov. 10. 

Annual dues to the association 
are $1.75 per unit. 

In return, the association pub­
lishes a monthly newsletter, 
runs workshops on how to effec-

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Tuesday , Sept. 8, 1992 

tively manage condominiums 
and provides other services such 
as a manual that lists reliable 
contractors. 

The association also buys rye 
grass seed in bulk every year 
and supplies it to gardeners of 
the individual condominium 
groups. This year's distribution, 
estimated at hundreds of thou­
sands of pounds of grass seed, 
will be Oct. 5. 

The association has an office 
in the Sun City Home Owners 
Association building at 10401 W. 
Coggins Drive. 

Florence McNary has been of­
fice manager for the association 
since its office opened in 1976. 

The office, open from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. weekdays, gets about 400 
calls a month from condominium 

group chairmen and members · 
who have questions about a 
number of things from garden­
ing- to making a budget. 

''This is the place th~y can 
call and get answers to their 
questions. We are here to advise 
and make suggestions to them 
and I think many people feel at 
ease when they call," McNary 
said. 

"We get compliments all the 
time from condominium chair­
men who say we really helped 
them out." The office number is 
974-9035. • 

Elton, who has been chairman 
of his own Fairway Five Con­
dominium for 12 years, said the 
group deed restrictions guar­
antee units are well-maintained. 

"~he big ad_vanta~e _ is that a 

condo group 1s a legal entity 
with deed restrictions so the 

. board is required to maintain 
the building. Someone couldn't 
paint their condo bright yel!o,·., 
for example, without getting 
approval from the board and 
residents," Elton said. 

While Elton is an advocate of 
con~ominium living, he said it is 
gettmg more difficult to find 
residents who want to serve on 
their condominium's board of 
management. 

"We have a nucleus of people 
who continue year after year . 
bu t it's hard to get new mem'. 
hers involved. It's a terrible 
struggle to get people but the 
work is not that bad. The asso­
ciation is always there to help 
them," Elton said. 



. , . .. ♦ ,. •• : ·. • • • • 
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Stephen Chernek/ Daily News-Sun 

Dick Elton, president of the Sun City Condominium Chairmen Association, looks up an 
address while Florence McNary, office manager, answers a telephone call. More than 400 
calls come into the association office each month. 
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Sun City HOA looks ahead to '93 
Promoting Block Watch, membership 
top list of priorities for upcoming year 
By KATHLEEN WINSTEAD 
Sun Cities Independent 

The 23,000-member Sun City Home 
Owners Association, a non-profit organi­
zation, has been serving area residents 
since 1960. 

HOA assures the enduring desirability of 
Sun City as a retirement community and 
serves the town by identifying and eval­
uating problem areas affecting the com­
munity and individual residents; working 
fer a reasonable and equitable level of taxes 
and sales and monitoring the development 
of retirement and health care facilities, 
among other things. 

While continuing to attend to matters 
that arose in 1992, HOA also Qas several 
matters which demand attention in the new 
year. 

"One of them, of course, is a very serious 
situation in connection with the water 
problem," says HOA President Glenn 
Sanberg. 

"We're in the midst of developing a plan 
to protect the interests of Sun City people. 
It seriously involves our water rights here. 
This is something we have to be alert 
(about) and be prepared to meet." 

Another situation HOA focused on in '92 
was the image of .Sun City in respect to 
other communities. 

"We are expanding our role in relation­
ship with these other governmental groups 
by being accepted (in the Western Mari­
copa Coalition)," Mr. Sanberg says. 

Westmarc is comprised of represent­
atives from West Valley municipalities, as 
well as the education and business sectors. 
Representatives are concerned with 

economic and educational development, 
. transportation and quality of life issues in 
the West Valley. Westmarc furthers the 
interests of West Valley residents in legis­
lative matters. 

Mr. Sanberg appointed former HOA 
President Dixon Wightman to Westmarc's 
executive committee. 

Like any other organization, the inner 
workings of HOA demand continued 
attention, Mr. Sanberg says. 

"We've got some in-house things. We 
have to maintain our ability to meet the 
changing scene and keep abreast of (what 
goes on) as far as staff is concerned," he 
says. 

The Block Watch Program proved 
successful in Sun City in '92, but Mr. 
Sanberg says those involved in the program 
are hoping for further progress. 

"The big project was Block Watch, 
which is still going on. This is a continuing 
goal - we want to have Sun City covered 
as far as we can. We already have some 
20,000 homes covered. 

"The number of break-ins has markedly 
decreased at least as much as by 35 to 40 
percent, the sheriffs office tells us. We 
think that Block Watch has had something · 
to do with it" 

HOA continues to seek more members. 
"We're ·working on that all the time and 

trying to develop programs that make 
people_want to become a member," he says. 

Other services offered by HOA: 
• Handling property restriction violations 

in neighborhoods. 
• Providing names, addresses and phone 

numbers of licensed contractors (general, 

In a 1992 photo, HOA board member Merlen Ferguson, left, and former HOA President 
Dixon Wightman plot potential locations for neighborhood Block Watch programs. As of the 
first of the year, 400 Block Wafch programs were in place, and the organization hopes to 
have 400 inore in '93. 

building, electrical, plumbing, roofing, 
landscaping, etc.) who have served Sun 
City residents in a satsifactory manner. 

• Providing names, addresses and phone 
numbers of unlicensed service personnel 
(domestics, handymen, yard workers, etc.). 

• Assisting in filing complaints against 
contractors and following through with 
building inspectors. 

• Registering new voters and providing 
information on voting locations and 
absentee ballots. 
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BOA celebrates 
30th anniversary 
Special event 
on April 10th 
ma,ks birthday 

Sun City Home Owners Associ­
ation will celebrate three decades 
of st.rvice to the community with a 
special ceremony April IO. 

Festivities marking the 30th 
anniversary of the 23,000-mcmber 
organization will be held 9 a.m.-2 

1p.m. at HOA Headquarters, 10401 . 
Wt~ P.!i~, Sun CiJy. 

...;~,~~ ... wiH1"' fmw-- a·· 
blstori~ e~hibit q( pliotd gnphs 

, ul, .. !'fi-atoiiea from the 1960s 
and '70s, display's showing the 
work of major committees · on 
behalf of HOA members and other 
residents of Sun City and raclcs of 
free literature on a variety of 
subjects. 

HOA officers will answer quest­
ions during the event and HOA 
board members, in teams, will 
listen to comments and suggest­
iOns, says Mort Reed, chairman of 
HOA's Communications Com­
mittee. 

The HOA building itself will be 
decorated with signs and a large 
helium-filled baJJoon. Refresh­
ments and a tour of the headquart-

ers wiU be available. Visitors will 
enter through the community room 
door where the HOA board of 
directors holds its monthly meet­
ings, Mr. Reed says. 

According to the book "Jubilee: 
The 25th Anniversary of Sun City, 
Arizona," written by Jane Freeman 
and the current president of HOA, 
Glenn Sanberg, HOA was a spin-off 
of the Sun City Civic Association· 
which was originally conceived and 
created by Del E. Webb Dev~lop­
mcnt Company when Sun City was 
born in 1%0.. · 

~e Civic Al,ociation 's purpollC 
WII ,to ~lllntiftitu,p-Sun 
City's only recreation ~nter pt that 
ilifle, Oakman~ and aimullanlOUlly 
serve· the needs of residents. in 
zoning and civic maucrs. 

HOA members are served by a 
IS-member board of directors, 
seven staff members and numerous 
volunteers who serve on HOA's 
various committees. 

Membelship dues were originally 
$2 a year and were not increased 
until 1988 when they jumped to $3. 
1n 1991 they were increased to $5 a 
year; 

HOA's overall purpose _is to 
promote the protection of Sun City 
residents with regard to their safety, 
homes and the desirability of Sun 
City as a retirement community. 
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1.rHGA ·10 host< _, 1 

anniversary 
open house 
Daily News-Sun staff 

The Sun City Home Owners Asso­
ciation isn't really old enough to Jive 
in Sun City - the group celebrates 
its 30th birthday Saturday. 

But the association has weathered 
a lot of change through three dec­
ades of helping Sun City home­
owners. 

HOA was formed in 1963 when the 
Sun City Civic Association split into 
two groups, said Glenn Sanberg, 
HOA president. 
• One group became what is now 
known as the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City Inc. The rec centers, in 
which membership is mandatory, has 
a responsibility to manage Sun City's 
recreational facilities. 

The second group became HOA, an 
optional-membership association 
that represents homeowners in is­
sues affecting the community. 

When the association began in 
1963, it had about 2,500 members and 
a paid staff of one; today HOA has 
seven part-time paid employees, and 
"they put in full time" helping 
homeowners and the board, Sanberg 
said. 

The 15-member board of directors 
sets policy for the association. Di­
rectors · are elected by the group's 
23,000 members and serve three-year 
terms. 

HOA's three information officers 
field phone calls five days a week, 
helping· hom·eowners 'with questions 
on licensed contractors, complaints 
about street repair and inquiries on 
deed restrictions. 

Several county construction 
projects have been initiated and 
supported by HOA, including the in-

See HOA celebrates, A6 

l.1 .. 

,1!. :_HOA celebrates 30 years 
'· -From Al 

stallation of Sun City's first 
' traffic light at Grand and 

107th avenues, the bridging of 
New River at Peoria Avenue 

•' and the paving of 107th Ave- . 
nue from Peoria to Olive Av­
enues. 

The homeowners group also 
acts as an unofficial review 

rr. board for zoning requests in 
: Sun City and represents the 

retirement community on the 
Western Maricopa Coalition 

executive board. 
The coalition is an alliance 

of municipal officials, busi­
ness people and educators 
who · promote the interests of 
the West Valley. 

HOA celebrates its 30th an­
niversary with an open house 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday 
in the association's office, 
10401 W. Coggins Drive. Vi­
sitors may take tours of the 
building and view displays il­
lustrating the group's history. 
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far· water worlff 
Symington signs replenishment bill' 
Daily News-Sun staff 

PHOENIX - Gov. Fife Symington 
\ on Wednesday signed a bill to modify 

he state's water replenishment dis­
•'· rict l~W- . 
_ 0??- 'si~i)jlg Senate Bill 1425, the 
,J.igovernor .telephoned Sun City Home 

Owners~ASsociation President Glenn 
,·SanbeJ:1f to" thank ·tjle HO~ for its 

support of the measure, 
"I think it's r~cognition of Sun City 

as a political enti,tY," Sanberg· said. 
. · T_he HOA and ~iher West Side in­

terests . have been critical of the 
groundwater replenishment district 
law since it was created in 1991, and 
welcomed the modifications drafted 
by state Sen. Austin Turner, R­
Waddell, and supported by other 
West Side lawmakers. 

The original law required all mu­
nicipalities and private water com­
panies to take part in a replenish­
ment· district, which would have 
taxed use of groundwater and of­
fered credits to users of imported 
water supplies such as the water 
brought into the Valley by way of the 
Central 'Arizona Project. 

A consultant estimated that the 
original district would have doubled 
water rates in some West Valley 
communities, while raising rates by 
about ·50 percent in the un­
incorporated retirement community 
of Sun City. 

West Side critics said it was unfair 
to tax their communities for use of 
groundwater when few had any other 

The HOA and other West 
Side interest~ have been 
critical of the groundwater 
replenishment district law 
since it was created. 

I ff' 

1 

viable sources of water. While a i 
number of communities have alloca­
tions of CAP water, only Glendale so. 
far has begun using th~ CAP to 
augment its water supply. Other 
community leaders say their cities 
and towns can't afford to build the 
supply lines and treatment facilities 
to make use of the CAP water. 

West Valley legislators originally 
had sought to kill the replenishment 
district law, but once that failed, won 
passage of S.B. 1425. '' 

The new law makes membership 'in 
the replenishment district voluntaii, 
although as a practical matter, any 
new development or growing munic­
ipality would have to join the district 
to continue meeting the state's stan­
dards for assured water supplies be­
fore development can begin. 

The new district will allow any 
member to pump groundwater with­
out taxation if a like amount of sur­
face water is credited to the mem­
ber. Those credits may be in a num­
ber of forms, including the use of 
water recharge projects. 
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Eroding wall paint draws attention 
3y J .J . McCORMACK 
-,taff writer 

SUN CITY - While sitting on their 
,a tio, Arnold and Lorena Bjorlie 
1ave remarked to each other about 
he poor condition of th e paint on 
he brick wall that separates their 
>roperty from Westbrook Village. 

" It doesn't look too good," Loren a 
a id. 
The couple who live on Palo Verde 

) r ive in north Sun City wondered 
vho is responsible for maintaining 
h e white wall, an extension of th e 
ignature white walls that encircle 

3un City. 
Directors of the Sun City Home 

) wners Associatioa are wondering 
.he same thing, now that the man­
ager of the Westbrook Village Asso­
::iation, a homeowners group, has 
··e quested the wall be painted. 

"Frankly, I'm stumped," HOA Di­
·e ctor Mort Reed said during a 
")Oard of dire ctors meeting earlier 
.hi s week. . 

Reed said a paint job for just th e 
Westbrook Village side of the 1,100-
foot stretch of wall is e stimated to 
cost nearly $4,000. He asked fe llow 
d irectors for advice on how to pay 
the bill. 

White pa int has eroded from the 
top of the wall, exposing grayish­
brick 

Reed told the HOA board he 
d oesn 't think the HOA should be 

Steve Chernek/ Doily News-Sun 

The north-south wall of Sun City at Union Hills Drive needs a paint job, 
but nobody wants to claim responsibility for it. 

respons ible for painting the 6-foot- Stre tches of th e wall abutting ma­
high wall, but doesn 't know who e lse jor r oads like Be ll and Gr a nd Ave­
would be. nue are maintained by Maricopa 

County. The HOA in th e past has 
mainta ine d port ions of the wall that 
back onto othe r streets. 

Some HOA directors suggested in­
dividual home owne rs who live along 
the wall, an estimated 20 of the m, 
should foot the b ill. 

Others questioned why the Del 
We bb Cor p., developer of Sun City, 
e rected the walls and pa inte d the m 
wh ite. 

Director s ponde re d having the 
H OA p ay for the wall to be r e­
p a inted, the n request re imburseme nt 
from home owners. 

The Bjorlies contempla te d having 
the section of the wall behind their 
home pa inted. "But if we did ours 
and nobody e lse did, it would make 
it look worse tha n it alre ady does," 
Mrs. Bjorli e said . 

Reed wonde red if Westbrook might 
also share in the cost. 

Bill Mulvaney, Westbrook admin­
istrator, was out of the offi ce this 
wee k. The community's deed re­
striction e nforcement offi cer could 
not be reached for comme nt. 

The HOA board left it up to Reed, 
who cha irs the association 's land-use 
committee, to determine· how to res­
olve the wall proble m. He said 
Thursday he was still exploring op­
tions such a s pe rmanently removing 
the paint. 
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Deeds ban most 
home businesses 
Sun Citians may not know they're 
violating local deed restrictions 
By KATY BORNHOFEN 
Business Review 

Sun Citians hesitant to 
completely retire may find 
running home businesses satisfies 
their desire to work - but many 
of them will be violating Sun City 
deed restrictions. 

Home businesses are not 
allowed in Sun City, with the 
exception of those that are 
conducted strictly by telephone. 

A business can be operated out 
of a single-family residence if 
"nobody calls on you -at the 
house, there are no cars out front, 
there are no transactions (at the 
home)," says Mort Rted; board 

■ DEEDS 

member o f the Home Owners 
Association of Sun City and 
c hairman of the Land Use 
Committee. 

Many of the vio lators don't 
know about the restrictions, Mr. · 
Reed says. 

"Most of the people who come 
to Sun City to live, never had lo 
live under deed res trictions 
before," he says. 

HOA handled five complaints 
about home business violations 
this summer, Mr. Reed says. That 
number doesn' t reflect how many 
businesses are breaking deed 
restrictions, however. 

See ■ DEEDS Page 5 

"We are not a police force at HOA, but 
we do respond if we get a complaint. If we 
don 't get a complaint, we don't know about 
it," Mr. Reed says. "It's a major problem." 

No entity has jurisdiction to enforce the 
deed restrictions affecting businesses 
operated out of Sun City homes. HOA is 
entrusted with that responsibility, but has 
no real authority. And unless a county 
ordinance is broken , Maricopa County 
doesn't handle the home business 
complaints because the deeds are specific 
to Sun City. 

' ' The problem is, as Del Webb 
would build the condominiums, he 

W(?Uld change the restrictions. ·. 

- Gladys Davis 
· President 

Condominium Owners Association 

When HOA receives complaints about 
home businesses, the board notifies the 
violators and tries to work with them. 

"Eighty percent of the time it works," 
Mr. Reed says. "Twenty percent of the 
time, people are adamant about what 
they're doing and won't cooperate." 

HOA will continue to work with those · 
violators and watch them in the future. 

. Only in rare instances will the board take 
violators to court. 

''That's not something you like to do in a 
place like Sun City," he says. '; 'l l ·: : l '.ill 

• ·, ~ · Not only is that avenue expensive,.but .. 
'the bo!P"d must get someone to• '.'sponsor" . 

i . t , ithe cal~ as a corriplainant. , .. ·1! ~ r,-·· :1 1•1 .t,f 1
( ·• 1~, Mr. ti~~ say~ tH.O~ -~ji~ ak~n on.J~J~~', ' 1 ' 

. violators to court in the'-past 10-i 5 years.-· 

"We always won, but we picked our cases 
carefully," he says. 

Part of the problem with HOA 
enforcement and residents' igno~ance of 
the restrictions is that there are 57 different · 
sets of homeowner deed restrictions in Sun 
City, Mr. Reed says. 

"That leaves us in a rather interesting ' 
position," he says. "This is where problems 
arise." 

From Page 1 

For example, some deeds restrict where 
and how long residents may park 
recreational vehicles on their property. 
Other deeds don't even mention them. 

In addition, there are 386 different 
condominium associations in Sun City, 
according to Dick Schnase, who works 
with the ' Condominium Owners 
Association of Sun City. 

Each condominium association has its 
own deed restrictions, but all of them 
forbid home businesses, says Gladys Davis, 
COA president. · 

'!The problem is, as Del Webb would 
build the condomin.iums, he would change 
the restrictions," she says. · ·~· -· .-.. · 

Unlike HOA, however, those 
associations have authority from the state 
Legislature· to enforce the deeds . For 
example, 'Mr.' · Schnase says, • a 
condominium chairman can place a lien on 

-the residence of someone who is violating a · 
restriction. · 

However, Ms. · Davis says, COA will 
look to HO A's Planning and Zoning . 
Committee if there's a restriction violation 
and try to solve the problem before talcing 
it to the county or the courts. · 

Gail Bosgieter, of Maricopa County's 
Planning and Development division, says 
the county receives complaints but only 
gets involved if its own "home · . 
occupations" ordinance is violated. In the 
case of home businesses, the county 
ordinance is less restrictive than any of Sun 
City's. . 

For example, the county allows 
customers (one at a time) to visit a "home 
occupation" and to pick up orders 
previously made by telephone. It also 
allows deliveries from suppliers once a 
month, and provides for one parking space 
for clients of the business. 
-· Despite variations in deeds for single­
family residences in Sun City, all of them, 
in nearly identical wording, restrict home 
businesses, Mr. Reed says. Property owners 
take responsibility for obeying those 
restrictions when they buy their homes. 

People wanting a copy of their deed 
restrictions can pick one up for $1 at the 
HOA office, 1040 I Coggins Drive, Sun 
City. . ' 
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Avon lady's calling makes 
,ome neighbors uneasy 

Barbara Deters / 1-1 g - i I 
1ft writer V' 
SUN CITY -The case of the Avon lady 
,; everybody feeling like they're getting a 
:l rap. 
'.'he Avon lady thinks her condo associa-
1 is picking on her. 
"he condo association board thinks it's 
:i.g vilified for going after an 81-year-old 
nan. 
..nd the Home Owners Association board, 
ch entered the case last month, says it's 

being painted as the bad guy even though 
it's merely trying to do its job - that of 
investigating complaints. 

The case involves Marian Burk, an Avon 
sales representative who has sold Avon out 
of her home for 11 years, a violation of Sun 
City deed restrictions. 

Burk's case came to light last month, 
when her condominium association, Bell 26, 
took its complaint to the HOA. The HOA is 
in the process of investigating the case. 

Most people didn't mind Burk's operation 

until about a year ago, when new owners 
moved in nearby and objected to Burk's 
volume of business and warehousing. 

Some neighbors are concerned about the 
large number of boxes she leaves in her 
driveway for garbage pickup, the amount of 
traffic her business draws to the neighbor­
hood, and the fire hazard created by her 
storing Avon products in her home. Neigh­
bors say they've seen stacks of Avon boxes 
at least several feet high packed in Burk's 

See A VON, Page 4 

(HOA) 



-garage. 
: Condominium association mem­
bers fear . that a fire in Burk's 
:home might cause an explosion 
"because of all of the oils and 
alcohols used in the perfumes and 
colognes. 

But Burk says she stopped 
selling Avon from her home in 
April and that the condo associa­
tion is just harassing her. 

"Why are they picking on an 
81-year-old lady?" Burk asked. 

· Burk said it's nobody's business 
:what she has in her home and that 
there isn't going to be a fire 
because she doesn't smoke and 
doesn't even own matches. 
: The woman said she never 
]earned to drive, so she can't 
:deliver products to other people's 
llomes. Her Avon deliveries only 
:come twice a month, on Tuesdays, 
'60 she needs to store the merchar,­
•:dise during the week because the 
·swap Mart is only open weekends. 

And, she said, she has as much 
Tight to receive deliveries at her 

+ "They've taken away my pri­
vacy. They've taken away all of my 
rights. I feel . like I'm living with 
the Gestapo and Hitler." :home as the next_person. 
• Burk is so convinced her condo : Burk . complamed . that other 
association is treating her unfairly · -.~Pl~ violate Sun City_ deed r;­
ihat she sought a restraining order .stnctions but that officials don t 
.against the Bell 26 Condominium ~~ to go after them. 
~ociation's chairwoman and her I m not the only one that sells 
-husband, Evelyn and George out of her~. There'~ Tupperware, 
::white. That action was denied Oct. Mary K~y, Burk said. 
~ in Peoria Justice Court. Bu~k _IS a~~ant_that the condo 
:.. Burk admitted she was one of associat10~ 1Sn t gomg to run her 
'l\ von's top sellers in the country ou~ of busmess. 
last year, selling $365,000 worth. When they sent me . the. first 
}3ut Burk said her sales have letter, my husband S8ld, Why 
::dropped to $175,000 this year don't you stop?' And I said 'I don't 
:because she's limited her business. want ~ stop because of them,' " 
"'!'he base income for a sales Burk S8ld. 
;.epresentative selling as much as Burk admitted she continued to 
:13urk does is 50 percent of total sell out of h~r ~ome, even after the 
~les. "I don't give a damn what cond? association called her to a 
l}iey say, I'm selling out of my meetmg to talk about the problem 
-store " she said. and ask her to stop. 
~ Bu'rk, who turns 82 on Saturday, "I still sold .an? not~g was sai~ 
1,aid she has limited her Avon sales but then I said I don t need that 
lo seven spaces at the indoor Swap and I stopped," Burk said. 
Mart at 27th Avenue and Camel- Condominium association mem­
back Road, where she's been sell- hers say Burk is anything but the 
ing for six years. poor, helpless little old lady image 

Burk said she leaves the Avon she portrays to the media. They 
.boxes in her garage until a friend say she's spiteful and vindictive. 
:comes over, breaks them down and "It's not a poor little Avon lady. 
~ them away. It's a lady _that•~ in big business," 
~ Those that aren't in the garage Evelyn White S8ld. 
-are in an enclosed courtyard, she 
&id. Burk said she doesn't put the 
'.20 to 30 boxes out for the trash 
:that the condominium association 
:says she does. 

_"We're all )ust .~er:t disgusted tion got involved in this case, HOA 
with ~er, thats all, sru_d Kathl~n I President Howard Matthias said. 
Burnside, another neigh_bor. It In some instances, such as with 
could hav~ all bee~ str~ghtened the Burk case, the HOA is even 
out so easily. If sh~ d abide bf the required by the homeowners deed 
rules and ~~gulations, there d be restrictions to investigate if ,a 
no pr?blem. . . complaint is brought to them 

Neighbors and association mem- Matthias said ' 
hers ~id they ~ave ~een ~prove- "If she can· show us that she is 
ment ~ the sit~tion smce the no longer having the problem with 
case gamed prom1!1e~ce, b~t they running the business in her home, 
add that Burk still lS ~mg her there is no doubt this could be 
ho~e as a base for her busme~. cleared up in a big hurry," he said. 

If she wants to do the busu~ess, Last month, HOA directors had 
fme. But she could rent a httle committed to pursue the case to 
storage place and have the people the end even if that meant taking 
go_there and ~ick up their t~gs," Burk ~ court. The stance gener­
neighbor Adeline Luclonan said. ated a number of negative calls to 

While some neighbors have a the organization. 
· problem with her activities, others "I've had a number of calls here 
said Burk's business hasn't both- I didn't like it one darn bit," HOA 

ered them. However, even those 
residents said rules are rules. 

"It hasn't been a problem for us 
because her house is around the 
corner," said neighbor Dan Ragni. 
"(But) restrictions are restrictions. 
I feel that the condominium associ­
ation is doing the right thing. You 
have to try to control that stuff. It 
can get out of hand." 

Stacey Wright, chairman of a 
neighboring condo association, also 
wasn't bothered by Burt's business 
but said the case is running its 
proper course. 

"I'd have written a letter to 
cease and desist, then gone to 
HOA," Wright said. 

The HOA, which is responsible 
for enforcing deed restrictions in 
Sun City, doesn't go out looking for 
residents operating home busi­
nesses, but does respond to com­
plain ts, which is how the organiza-

board member Mort Reed said. 
Matthias said some people think 

the HOA is trying to "beat up on 

an old lady." 
"We've had some phone calls. 

Once we've had a chance to talk to 
them, people understand the situa­
tion, They change their mind," he 
;aid. "The ones we've talked to, 
;ve've had good success in creating 
m understanding." 
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_ H.OA ... st.udy ,gauges 
level of services 
for older residents' 
By RUTHANN HOGUE 
Staff writer 

The Sun City Home Owners Asso-
~ ciation wants to find out if services 

in Sun City are adequate for older 
residents. 

The HOA recently commissioned a 
$5,000 study of Sun City residents 
who are older than 80 to see how 
their needs are being met by recrea­
tion centers, golf courses, health fa­
ci I ities and more. Arizona State 
University's Herberger Center for 
Design Excellence will present a 
report with recommendations to the 
HOA in June. 

A similar study sponsored by Del 
Webb Corp., developer of the Sun 
Cities, and the HOA two years ago, 
revealed a Sun City population with 
an ever-growing percentage of resi­
dents in their 80s. A ProMatura study 
found that the number of--Sun City 
residents between 75 and 84 years 

· old increased by 70 percent, and the 
number of those older than 85 grew 
by 183 percent between 1980 and 
1990. 

That study, however, did not ade­
quately survey the needs of older 
residents, prompting the HOA to take 
a second look · 

The new research will include a 
review of literature listing past ac­
tivities and services available in the 
area. Older residents will be asked 
to participate in a telephone survey, 
followed by interviews with commu-

nity leaders to determine areas of 
greatest need. 

"Personally, I think people over 80 
years of age probably require a bit of 
service from us," said Paul Schwartz, 
vice president of the Sun City HOA 

Questions will be framed to deter­
mine length of residency, interests 
and the need for health care or 
nursing home facilities by the resi­
dents. 

"We're trying to find out how ac­
tive they are," Schwartz said. "Are 
they still playing golf? Are they still 
participating in the arts and crafts? 
Are they still using the swimming 
pool, and this sort of thing. If not, 
why not? Are there other types of 
activities they might want that we 
don't have?" 

Schwartz encouraged people to be • 
participate -in the study;· which also 
will examine levels of voluntarism 
and transportation needs. -"We don't want to scare these 
people," he said. "Can you imagine, 
here comes a telephone call into 
your house and you are over 80 years 
of age, and somebody is asking you 
questions? We just want people to 
understand that the university will 
be making these calls." 

The HOA will release results of the 
research to residents and interested 
service organizations in a series of 
meetings throughout the area after 
the study is completed. 
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COunty ~xamines future of ·unincorporated areas 
By JULIA DE SIMONE 
Independent Newspapers 

Maricopa County officials will have their 
· eye on Sun City and -other unincorpor~ted 
areas as they help guide future develop~ent 
and transportation needs through the year 
2020. 
, Max Turner, planner with · the county's 

... 
Comprehensive Planning Division, recently 
gave a presentation to the Home Owners 
Association regarding the possible future of 
unincorporated areas. The presentation was 
part of HOA'~ monthly meeting Sept. 16. 

The plan, referred to as "Eye to the 
Future," was established two and half years 
ago and focuses on four elements: land use, 
transportation, environment and economic 

development. 
A~cording to Maricopa County officials, 

the county is home to more than 2.6 million 
people, ~ith approximately 180,000 resi­
dents residing in unincorporated areas. 

. By the year 2020, the total population is 
estimated to increase to more than 4.5 mil­
lion, with more than 500,000 people in the 
unincorporated areas. 

• u NIN co R POIIRbA : .~ ~ port of m,m:.:~:.~::~-. \ 
· ,The first pub_ lie hearing wt e_ 

h duction of candidates will be held conducted 9:30 a.m. Sept. 25 in t e 
Board of Supervisors' auditorium, 1-3 p.m. Oct. 9 at Oakmont 
205 W. Jefferson Street, P_hoenix. Recreation Center, 10725 Oakmont 

Res idents who cannot attend Drive. -
HOA officials added that they 1 should call 506-7174. .. · d 1 

Minutes of the meeting will be currently have eight indiv1 ua s i 

f l·nterested in running in the ' available three working days a ter 
December election but are seeking the meeting, as per Arizona open . 
more candidates. The next meeting 

meeting laws. 4 h HOA 
In other HOA business, board will be 10 a.m. Oct. ·I at t e 

members ~nnounced that the year- . office, 10401 W. Coggins Drive. 

With those statistics is mind, Mr. Turner 
' said, county officials need to implement a 

plan that prepares for the future. 
Al though the p lan recent ly received 

approval from the Transportation Advisory 
Board, it _needs to be adopted by the Planning 
Commission and Board of Supervisors. 

See ■ UNINCORPORATED, Page 3 
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·Everyone wins 
in HOA 81ection 
By DAVID MILLER 
Staff writer 

ter of the National Association of 
Accountants. 

~ Five hopefuls made their way onto ~orkrey spent 28 years in ele­
the Sun City Home Owners Associ- mentary education in Michigan as a 
ation board Tuesday, and two other - principal an~ teacher. She is_ al~o a 
candidates were 'appointed to vacant . former pre_s1dent of the M1ch1gan 
seats. , ·.. Association ·or Re~ired School Per-

·: ·Roughly 5 pe; cent of eligibl~ ~ot­
ers turned out to elect Frank Bow­
man, Lucille· Corkrey, Blaine Don­
aldson, Bob Kortright and Mike 
Rotchford to the HOA board. 

sonne l. .... ·~v-., ~~·-:,., . . .. ,· ·. 
.~ ✓ -~ :' .. ?· ~... · ·! .. ' 

Donaldson· sat on ·the Storm Lake, 
Iowa, city council for six i~, ,and 
was mayor pro-tem of that city for 

.~ree years. l~zon?" he has. .. 
served as chairman of the Committee 

·• Candidate Claude Wall was ap- on· Fraud and' Abuse of the .Elderly, 
pointed ~ .fill the rema~ning two. s'ponsored· J>y -. tlie :.'..state Attorney 
years of a seat vacated this yeai: hr._. 9eneral's_ oflice . ..:-:~ \I . .~ .. .-.. · . 
Helen Strubel. . , ,;.. . , ,,._. . · • . • · · . 

✓ t ,, Kortright spent 35 years in food 
. Earl Peterson will finish a two- industry sales· and marketing; and 

year term vacated by board member- · has been an information officer with 
Jerry Hirsch, said HOA president the Home Owners Association for the 
Howard Matthias. · past six years. · · ,, .. , 
... 
i Bowman is a former chief financial 
officer with the Arizona Department 
of Transportation. He is also a for­
mer president of the Phoenix Chap-

· Pete.rso~ is a native of .Lake: City, 
·Minn., and worked for years in the 
restaurant industry, and in commer- 1. 

► See Induction Tuesday, A5 

Wednesday, Dec.3, 1997 

Induction 
Tuesday 
◄ From A1 
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cial real es­
tate. 

Rotchford , 
taught high • · · 
school for 25 /~~ 
years in the " , ;~~ • £ ) 
C h i c a g o ~- 'f ~. ., ·1 
area, and has J• -I' · · • 

:,, 
been active l 
in his con- \ 
domin i um .......,,_, ...... c;.L,_...J 

as sociation a 
and the Sun City Clay Club. 

Wall served as president of 
the Battle Creek Gas Company 
in Battle Creek, Mich., for two 
of his 37 years with that com­
pany. He moved to Sun City in 
1996. 

The new members will be 
formally inducted in a meet­
ing . next 'fuesday. 
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HOA strives Jr,ily r-:o·;,:s·SUl l 

to improve 
relationships 
By TIM BAXTER 
Staff writer 

\1..-- ~L-
( 

l997 saw big improvements 
in communication and en­
forcing deed restrictions for 
the Sun City Homeowners As­
sociation, outgoing President 
Howard Matthias said. · 

"The high point was we got 
a better relationship with all 
the other organizations in 
town," he . said. " We got 
everyone talking to one an-
other." 

Matthias gave much of the 
credit to HOA public relations 
coordinator Byron Healy, who 
spearheaded the efforts, in­
cluding working with the Sun 
City Taxpayers Association to 
kill a planned surcharge on 
Central Arizona Project water. 

"We now have programs in 
place that will help Sun City 
in the future," Mattpias said. 
"We're not only investigating, 
we're settling a far larger 
number of complaints than 
we've been able t9 in the 
past" · 

Streamlining Sun City's 
· deed restrictions has been 
one of the biggest projects for 
the association . this year, and 
is expected to further improve 
complaint handling. 

Jerry Swintek, chairman of 
the land use and building 
committee, said when Del 
Webb built each unit of Sun 
City, each was given different 
deed restrictions. 

"Currently we have 57 deed 
restrictions," he said. "We're 
trying to come up with one 
that would fit all 57 units." 

Swintek said the committee 
is close to having a final draft 
that will standardize deed re­
strictions. 

He added that the provi­
sions in the new uniform code 
will " allow a little better en­
forcement of the deed restric-

_tions. '.'. _ 
"The deed restrictions 

started when Sun City started 
in 1960 and nothing has been 
changed to date," he said. 
"Things have changed in 37 
years." 

The land use committee also 
began charting violations and 
resolutions. Between May, 
when HOA began tracking, 
and the end of November 
there have been 313 cases in: 
vestigated. Out of those, 185 
have been resolved. There 
have also been 70 follow-up 
inspections. 

" I wanted to see what was 
happening and if we were 
making progress and by golly, 
we were," Swintek said. " It 
makes it real easy to see what 
the officers are doing, the 
volume of complaints coming 
in, and the number we're able· 
to resolve." , . 

Friday, Dec. 26, 
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Messy 
yards 
stymie 
HOA 
By TIM BAXTER I 

Staff writer 

The Sun City Home Owners ¼so­
ciation has been trying for months to 
gain some assistance from the fire 
department to clean up some of the 
messiest yards in town. 

But the fire department doesn't 
exactly see a three-alarm situation. 
HOA Land . Use Chairman Jerry 
Swintek said the fire department 
won't help at all.. · 

The association is hoping the 
homes can be declared fire hazards, . 
giving it a stronger legal position to 
demand improvements and has 
passed a resolution to go to the fire 
board in an attempt to force the 
department into checking out the 
homes. 

"We haven't been able to get any 
real coordination with the fire de­
partment with properties that are 

. overloaded with trash materials," 
Swintek said. "We don't have a lot of 
communication going." 

But Fire Chief Jim Sebert saicj the 
department would like to help, but 
legally can't, because no fire code is 
enforceable on private residences. 

"Just as police can't come into 
your home without a warrant, the 
fire department can't come into your 
home," Sebert said. 

Representatives of the Sun City 
Fire Department have worked with 
the Home Owners Association and 
talked with the homeowners when 

~ 

Gregory Harris/Dally News-Sun 

The Home Owners Association has complained several times, to no 
avail, about the messiness of this yard on Pinehurst Drive. . 

possible, but if the homeowner won't 
cooperate, there's nothing they can 
do. 

Of course, it's not Just Sun City 
facing this problem, Sebert said . 
Cities and counties across · the 
country have been grappling with 
private res,dents' rights vs. the rights 
of authorities to maintain standards 
and safety. 

Maricopa County tackled the issue 
in January, passing an ordinance 
that would .allow the county to force 
homeowners with piles of trash or 
weed-filled yards clean up the mess. 
But the county has not yet fully fun­
ded the program, and while it · is 
tracking ·, offenders, no money · is 
a1~ail~~l~/or ~n~orce~ent.:: Jt,~tp;1be 

at least the next fiscal year, which 
·begins in July, before the county has 
funds for enforcement 

Which once again leaves Swintek 
and the HOA in limbo. There's only 
about a half dozen houses that are 
truly a problem, He said, and all of 
them have been reported to the 
county, but not m:uc-h has been done. 

Swintek added almost all the 
homeowners the association contacts 
fix problems voluntarily 'and fairly 
quickly. , 

For the unfortunate neighbors of 
chronically unkempt yards, Sebert 
suggests making sure any adjoining 
fences and other areas are kept as 
clear as possible of weeds and rub­
bish to minimize fire danger. · 

. ~ 
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SUN CITY HOME OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION 

SCHO A CITY OF VOLUNTEERS 
Sun City's Advocate Since 1963 

Home About u s... News... Information... Services• Join Us... Archives 

DEED RESTRICTIONS 
When you bought your home, regardless of how long ago, you should 
have received a set of Deed Restrictions at closing. These Deed 
Restrictions {revised and re-stated in 1998} state what you can do and 
can't do with the property you own in Sun City. 
There have been an increasing number of violations, which can be costly 
to correct. Please note that SCHOA can seek legal action against 
residents who aren't in compliance. SCHOA has extra copies of these . 
restrictions and can provide you with a copy. Or, you can print a copy 
here. 

AMENDED AND RESTATED 

DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 

RECITALS 

This Amended and Restated Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions 
(the "Declaration") is made as of May 12, 1998. 

A. By that certain Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and 
Restrictions recorded in the official records of Maricopa County, Arizona, (the 
"Original Declaration"), the then owner imposed certain conditions, covenants, 
restrictions and created other property and contract rights burdening and 
benefiting the real property described in the Declaration (the "Property"). 

B. The Original Declaration provided for the amendment of the Original 
Declaration by a majority vote of the then owners of the lots covered by the 
Declaration. 

C. By not less than a majority vote, the owners of the lots constituting 
the Property ("Owners") have approved this Restated Declaration of 
Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions. 

D. The Owners desire that all of the Property subject hereto be held, 
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conveyed, hypothecated, encumbered, leased, occupied, built upon and 
otherwise used, improved or transferred in whole or in part, subject to this 
Declaration, as amended or modified from time to time. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Prior Declaration is hereby amended and 
revoked in its entirety and the provisions of this restated Declaration are hereby 
imposed upon the Property. 

1. The Sun City Home Owners Association. The Sun City Home 
Owners Association (the "Association") is a nonprofit Arizona corporation 
charged with the duties and invested with the powers prescribed by law and set 
forth in the Articles, Bylaws, and this Declaration. In the event of any conflict or 
inconsistency between this Declaration and the Articles, Bylaws, or Association 
rules, this Declaration shall control. The Association shall have the right and 
authority to enforce the restriction contained in this Declaration and to do such 
things as are expressly authorized in the Declaration for the Association to 
perform, as well as such things as are reasonably necessary or proper for, or 
incidental to, the exercise of such express powers and duties. 

2. Housing for Older Persons; Age Restriction. The Property is 
intended to constitute housing intended and operated for occupancy by at least 
one person fifty-five (55) years of age or older per unit under the Fair Housing 
Amendments Act of 1988, U.S.C. § 3600, et seq. , and the Arizona Fair 
Housing Act, A.RS.§ 44-1491 , et seq .. (collectively, the "Fair Housing Acts"). 
Except as provided below, at least one occupant of each residential unit must 

be 55 years of age or older, and no person under nineteen (19) years of age 
shall occupy or reside in a residential unit for more than ninety (90) days in any 
twelve (12) month period. 

a) The Association may grant variances from the above restrictions, 
unless the granting of a variance would result in less than eighty percent (80%) 
of the residential units being occupied by one person fifty-five (55) years of age 
or older or would otherwise jeopardize the Property's status as housing for 
older persons under the Fair Housing Acts. Any request for a variance 
submitted to the Association pursuant to this subsection shall set forth the 
names and ages of all proposed residents of the residential unit, the reason for 
the request and such other information as the Association may reasonably 
require. 

(b) The Board shall adopt, publish and enforce such policies and 
procedures and rules and regulations as are deemed necessary by the Board 
in order to demonstrate an intent to provide housing for occupancy by at least 
one person fifty-five (55) years of age or older per unit and to maintain the 
status of the Property as housing for older persons under the Fair Housing 
Acts. Such policies and procedures shall provide for verification of the age of 
the residents by reliable surveys and affidavits, and each resident, if requested 
to do so by the Association, shall furnish the Association with the names and 
ages of all occupants of the residential unit and such affidavits and other 
documents as the Association may request to verify the ages of such 
occupants. 

3. Single Family Dwellings. No building except a single family 
residential dwelling and a private garage, carport or servants quarters for use 
in connection with such dwelling shall be erected, maintained or permitted on 
any lot or portion thereof. No dwelling shall be used except as a single family 
dwelling. No residential unit, building or structure on any lot shall be permitted 
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to fall into disrepair and each residential unit, building and structure shall 
at all times be kept in good condition and repair and adequately painted and 
otherwise finished. In the event any residential unit, building or structure is 
damaged or destroyed, it shall be expeditiously repaired or rebuilt or shall be 
demolished. 

4. Construction Standards. No dwelling shall be erected upon any of 
said lots unless such dwelling contains at least eight hundred (800) square feet 
of enclosed living area floor space. The term "living are floor space" is 
exclusive of floor space in porches, pergolas, garages, carports and servants 
quarters. All buildings shall be constructed of brick, cement block, or other 
substantial masonry construction, or insulated frame construction. No more 
than one dwelling shall be built on any one lot. 

5. Setback Requirements. The front line of any building erected upon 
any lot shall not be closer than twenty (20) feet to the front lot line, and the side 
walls of any building shall not be closer than five (5) feet to the side lot line, and 
not closer than ten (10) feet to the side lot line if such lot line is adjacent to a 
street, except that any garage or carport detached from the dwelling may be 
erected on either side or back lot line if such garage or carport is located 
entirely within the rear one-half of said lot. The carport and store room 
attached to the walls of the dwelling may be placed not closer than five (5) feet 
to an interior side lot line and not closer than ten (10) feet to a side lot line 
adjacent to a street. In the event an Owner acquires all or a portion of any 
adjoining lot or lots, the foregoing measurements shall be made from such 
Owner's side property lines rather than from the side lot lines indicated on said 
recorded map or plat. No portion of the buildings erected on lots bordering a 
golf course shall be placed closer than twenty-five (25) feet to the boundary 
line of said golf course. 

6. Vehicle Restrictions. No vehicles, including without limitation cars, 
trucks, commercial vehicles, motor homes, mobile homes, trailers (including 
but not limited to travel trailers, tent trailers and boat trailers), camper shells, 
detached campers, recreational vehicles, boats, motorcycles, motorbikes, all­
terrain vehicles, golf carts, and off-road vehicles, shall be parked or maintained 
on any portion of a lot (except in a garage), or on public streets, in excess of 72 
hours. Notwithstanding the foregoing, cars, light trucks (having a one-ton 
rating or less), passenger vans and golf cars may be parked in garages, 
carports or driveways at any time without violating this provision. The 
Association shall have the right to have any vehicle parked, kept, maintained, 
constructed, reconstructed or repaired in violation of this provision towed away 
at the sole cost and expense of the Owner of the vehicle or equipment. 

7. Commercial Use Restrictions. All residential units shall be used, 
improved and devoted exclusively to residential use by a single family. No 
trade or business may be conducted on any lot, in or from any residential unit, 
except that an Owner or other resident of a residential unit may conduct 
business activities within a residential unit so long as (i) the existence or 
operation of the business activity is not apparent or detectable by sight, sound, 
or smell from outside the residential unit, (ii) the business activity conforms to 
all applicable laws and zoning ordinances or requirements (iii) the business 
activity does not involve persons coming onto the lot or door to door solicitation 
of Owners or other residents in the community; (iv the business activity is 
consistent with the residential character of the community and does not 
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constitute a nuisance or a hazardous or offensive use that would 
threaten security of other residents in the community; (v) the business actually 
conducted on a lot or from a residential unit does not involve any employees 
except family members living in the residential unit. The terms "business" and 
"trade" as used in this section shall be construed to have ordinary, generally 
accepted meanings and shall include, without limitation, any occupation, work 
or activity undertaken on an ongoing basis which involves the provision of 
goods and services to person other than the provider's family and for which the 
provider receives a fee, compensation or other form of consideration 
regardless of whether (a) such activity is engaged in full or part time (b) such 
activity is intended to or does generate a profit; or (c) a license is required for 
such activity. The sale or lease of a residential unit by the Owner shall not be 
considered a trade or business within the meaning of this section. 

8. Animal Restrictions. No swine, horses, cows or other livestock, no 
pigeons, chickens, ducks, turkeys or other poultry shall ever be kept upon any 
lot. Owners agree (i) to maintain pets in such a manner that the pets do not 
make an unreasonable amount of noise; (ii) keep the animal fenced or on a 
proper leash at all times the pet is outside the residential unit; (iii) clean up after 
the pet when the pet is outside of a residential unit; and (iv) otherwise maintain 
the pet so that at no time does the pet create a health or safety hazard or 
unreasonably interfere with the quiet of other Owners or residents. 

9. Wall and Fence Restrictions. No solid wall, fence or hedge shall 
be erected or maintained nearer to the front lot line that the walls of the 
dwelling erected on such lot except when hedge or fence is purely decorative 
in nature and shall not exceed twenty-four inches in height. In the case of any 
lots on which no residence has been erected, no solid wall, fence or hedge 
shall be constructed or maintained closer than twenty (20) feet to the front lot 
line of any lot. No side or rear fence or hedge and no side or rear wall other 
than the wall of a building constructed on any lots shall be more than six (6) 
feet in height, provided that on lots bordering the golf courses, no fence, wall, 
rail or hedge shall be constructed or maintained at a greater height than six (6) 
feet within twenty-five (25) feet of the rear property line, with any portion 
thereof in excess of three (3) feet in height limited to wrought iron construction 
with posts of concrete block or similar material. Landscaping shall be planned 
for lots bordering the golf course so as to avoid undue obstruction of the view 
of the golf course from said lots. 

10. Detached or Temporary Structures. No detached or 
prefabricated building or structure of any nature whatsoever, permanent or 
temporary, shall be moved or placed upon or assembled or otherwise 
maintained on any lot. No Machinery or equipment of any kind shall be placed, 
operated or maintained upon or adjacent to any lot except that which is usual 
and customary during construction or remodeling and shall be removed 
immediately upon completion. 

11. Condition of Property. All equipment, service yards, wood piles, 
storage piles or clotheslines shall be kept screened by adequate planting so as 
to conceal them from view of neighboring lots, streets or golf course property. 
No garbage or trash shall be placed or kept on any lot or other property, 

except in covered containers, not to exceed 30 gallon size. In no event shall 
containers be maintained so as to be visible from neighboring property, street 
or golf course except to make same available for collection and then only for 
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the shortest time reasonably necessary to effect such collection. All 
rubbish trash or garbage shall be removed from the lots and other property 
and sh~II not be allowed to accumulate thereon. All lots shall be maintained in 
a weed free and attractive manner. No person shall permit any thing or 
condition to exist upon any lot or other property which shall induce, breed or 
harbor infectious diseases or noxious plants or insects. In the event any 
portion of any lot is so maintained as to present a public or private nuisance, or 
as to substantially detract from the appearance or quality of the surrounding 
lots or other areas of the community which are substantially affected thereby or 
related thereto, or in the event any portion of a lot is being used in a manner 
which violates this Declaration; or in the event any Owner of any lot is failing to 
perform any of the Owner's obligations under this Declaration, the Association 
may make a finding to such effect, specifying the conditions or conditions 
which exist, and pursuant thereto give notice thereof to the offending Owner 
that unless corrective action is taken within thirty (30) days, the Association 
may cause such action to be taken at said Owners' cost. If at the expiration of 
said thirty (30) day period of time the requisite corrective action has not been 
taken the Association shall be authorized and empowered to take such action 
on behalf of the Owner and at the Owner's cost and expense. 

12. Continuing Lien on Lot. Each Owner, by becoming the Owner of 
a lot, is deemed to covenant and agree to pay all costs incurred by the 
Association in connection with enforcing or curing any violations of this 
Declaration, and all such costs and expenses, including but not limited to 
reasonable attorneys' fees, incurred by the Association in enforcing this 
Declaration, whether or not suit is filed, shall be a charge on the Owner's lot 
and shall be a continuing lien upon the lot against which each such 
enforcement action is taken. Such costs and expenses, including but not 
limited to reasonable attorneys' fees incurred by the Association in enforcing 
this Declaration, whether or not suit is filed, shall also be the personal 
obligation of the person who was the Owner of the lot at the time when the 
costs and expenses were incurred by the Association. The personal obligation 
for such costs and expenses shall pass to the successors in title of the owner, 
except such successors in title who acquire title pursuant to a trustee's sale, 
judicial foreclosure, deed-in- lieu of foreclosure, or similar action of a first 
position mortgage or deed of trust. 

13. Leases. No Owner shall allow that Owners' lot to be occupied by 
persons other than the Owner and the Owners' immediate family, without first 
notifying the proposed Lessee or occupant in writing that the use of the 
premises is subject to this Declaration. The Owner shall secure from the 
Lessee a written agreement to abide by all of the covenants, conditions and 
restrictions contained in this Declaration and the Owner shall furnish the 
Association an executed copy of such written agreement upon written request. 
Costs to enforce to be paid by Owner. 

14. Existing Conditions; Limited Grandfathering. Any constructed 
improvements in existence on any lot on January 1, 1998, shall not be in 
violation of this Declaration until such time as the title to the lot is transferred, 
except for such conditions for which the Owner of a lot has received prior 
written notice of violation from the Association. Any replacement of the items 
shall be required to conform with this Declaration. This paragraph does not 
affect the requirement that all Owners comply with all city, county, state or 
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federal laws or codes. All improvements, structures and fences not in 
compliance with this Declaration at the time of transfer of Deed shall be 
brought into compliance prior to transfer of title to lot. 

- -::::,- ..... _, __ .... 

15. Variances. Provided that it does not conflict with County 
ordinances, the Association may, at its option, grant variances from restrictions 
set forth in the Declaration if the Association determines in its discretion: 

(a) That either (i) a restriction would create an unreasonable hardship or 
burden on an Owner, lessee or resident, or (ii) a change of circumstances 
since the recordation of this Declaration has rendered such restrictions 
obsolete; and 

(b) That the activity permitted under the variance will not have any 
substantial adverse effect on the Owners, lessees and residents of the 
community and is consistent with the high quality of life intended for the 
residents of the community. 

16. Recreation Centers Facilities Agreement. Each Owner of a lot 
shall execute a Recreation Facilities Agreement in favor of Recreation Centers 
of Sun City, Inc., in the form adopted from time to time by Recreation Centers 
of Sun City, Inc., and such Recreation Facilities Agreement, including the 
obligation to pay the annual homeowner fee and special assessments imposed 
from time to time, shall be binding upon and inure to each Owner's assigns and 
successors, shall be a lien on such lot subordinate only to a first mortgage or 
first deed of trust on such lot, and may be foreclosed in the same manner as a 
mortgage under Arizona law. Each Owner and all persons residing on said lot 
shall abide by the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of Recreation Centers of 
Sun City, and any amendments thereto. 

17. Covenants Run With Land. The foregoing restrictions and 
covenants run with the land, and shall be binding on all persons owning any of 
said lots or any part or parcel thereof for a period of thirty (30) years following 
the date these restrictions are recorded, after which time said covenants shall 
be automatically extended for successive periods of ten (10) years each. 

18. Amendments. These restrictions and covenants may be amended, 
in whole or in part, at any time by a majority vote of the then Owners of the lots 
covered hereby. Deeds of conveyance of said property, or any part thereof, 
may contain the above restrictive covenants by reference to this document, but 
whether or not such reference is made in such deeds or any part thereof, each 
and all of such restrictive covenants shall be valid and binding upon the 
respective grantees. 

19. Remedies. In addition to the continuing lien against a lot, violations 
of any one or more of this Declaration may be restrained by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, and damages awarded against such violator; provided, 
however, that a violation of these restrictive covenants, or any one or more of 
them, shall not affect the lien of any mortgage now of record, or which 
hereafter may be placed of record, upon said lot or any part thereof. 

20. Severability. Should any of these restrictive covenants be 
invalidated by law, regulation or court decree, such invalidity of any such 
restrictive covenant shall in no way affect the validity of the remainder of the 
restrictive covenants. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being the President and the 
Secretary of the Association, hereunto set their hands and seal as of the date 
first above written, and certify that this Amended and Restated Declaration of 
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Covenants, Condition and Restrictions has been approved by a vote of 
not less than a majority of the Owners of the lots constituting the Property. 

Clarifications of Sun City Deed Restrictions as approved by Board action: 

Clarification as to definition of an occupant 

As a clarification to the Deed Restrictions in Sun City, the addition of the 
definition of an occupant for purposes of enforcement of the Age Overlay, 
when an adult, over nineteen (19) years of age, yet under fifty-five (55) years 
of age, lives in a residence, and exercises dominion and control of said 
residence, its maintenance and upkeep, the actual age qualified adult must 
be present for more than ten (10) months in any calendar year, hence cannot 
be absent, leaving control to an underage adult, for more than sixty (60) days/ 
two (2) months. This clarification and interpretation shall not allow any 
"grandfathering" of existing violations and becomes effective for all residents. 
This shall be published in the Daily News-Sun SCHOA corner and SCHOA 
web site and all residents will be advised of this motion made October 2003. 

Vehicle Restrictions. Page 3. Paragraph 6: 

1. 72-hour rule is hereby deemed to be 'within any calendar month'. 

2. Parking on streets will not be allowed for unregistered/inoperable vehicles 
and/or trucks over one-ton. 

3. The definition of driveway, and the extension of same, is that it must 
'match the existing driveway', which subsequently would disallow paving 
bricks or stones as extensions. 

Wall and Fence Restrictions Page 4. Paragraph 9: 

1. Six-foot wrought iron fences on golf course lots are acceptable. 

2. Chain link fences of any height on golf course lots are not acceptable, 
within 25 feet of the real property line. (Existing ones are grand-fathered.) 

Animal Restri~tions. Page 8, Paragraph 8: 
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1. "No pigeons .... . kept upon any lot" shall be interpreted/clarified as, if 
any occupant feeds pigeons such action constitutes 'keeping them'. 

Before you take any action involving your property, read the actual text of 
Deed Restrictions. The term 'property' refers to residences and the yards 
around them. 

VARIANCE PROCEDURES 

Page 5, Paragraph 15 "Variances. Provided that it does not conflict with 
County ordinances, the Association may, at its option, grant variances from 
restrictions set forth in the Declaration if the Association determines in its 
discretion: 

a) That either (i) a restriction would create an unreasonable hardship or 
burden on an Owner, lessee or resident, or (ii) a change of circumstances 
since the recordation of this Declaration has rendered such restriction 
obsolete; and 
b) That the activity permitted under the variance will not have any 
substantial adverse effect on the Owners, lessees and residents of the 
community and is consistent with the high quality of life intended for the 
residents of the community." 

With the above Variance Policy in the Deed Restrictions, and knowing that 
situations will arise which necessitate action by the Land Use Committee and 
subsequently the Board of Directors, following is the protocol to be followed 
when a homeowner requests a variance: 

1. Property owner requests the variance in writing to SCHOA Land Use 
Committee, detailing the request with all pertinent information such as 
address, phone number, etc. Requests should include approval of the 
variance from all contiguous neighbors (including RCSC Board if the 
property is on a golf course), both to the rear and to the side(s) and any 
other neighbors who have a view of the alteration in question. These 
approvals must state that they do not object to the request and give signers' 
printed name, phone number, address and date. Mitigating circumstances 
will be judged on a case-by-case basis. Also included in the request will be 
pictures and/or brochures of the variance involved in the request. 
Frequently, these variance requests are "after the fact" so pictures of the 

property in question are important. (If the alteration is a Maricopa County 
Zoning violation, the owner must request a Variance from the County) 

2. SCHOA Information Officer will open a case, obtaining all pertinent information 
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as regards the violation, with any historical data in SCHOA files. Any placement 

and/or alteration must meet the County zoning set-back requirements, 
which are the same as SCHOA's. 

3. Land Use Committee, which meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month, will 
conduct a hearing with the requester, reviewing all submitted material. The 
Committee can either accept or deny the request. 

a) If the Committee denies the request, the property owner can request a 
hearing before the full Board. 

b) If the Committee accepts the request, the full Board must then vote on 
request. (The Board meets the second Tuesday of the following month) 

c) In either case, this information shall be entered into the permanent 
SCHOA case file for future reference. 
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VF- H~ OWNERS ASSO (DEED RESTRICTIONS) 

A2 Nation Wednesday, May 27, 1998 Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Arlz. 
- -·- -------------. . . 

-Covenanl:s reinforce senior zoning 
must be 55 years of age or older, and 

Second in a series · · . ~ . · . no person under 19 years of a~e sha~l 
By TIM BAXTER · I• • ~ occupy or reside in a residential umt 
Staff writer for more than 90 days in any .12-

Unlike the turbulence over age 
restrictions in neighboring Young­
town, Sun City's senior overlay has 
had a placid 38-year existence. 

With a proposed comprehensive 
set of deed restrictions uniting all 57 
units in Sun City, the Home Owners 
Association is hoping to continue , 
that tradition. 

The new set of deed restrictions 
matches state and federal laws en- years. · · · · 
acted since Sun City was built, and Originally, the minimum age for a , 
for the first time, age restrictions are Sun City homeowner was 50. The 
built into the covenants. · Federal Fair Housing Amendments 

But not much is going to · change. . Act of 1988 set the age at 55 or older. 
The new restrictions simply put in The new restrictions state: "At least 
writing what has been policy for one occupant o~ each residential unit 

, , ~ 
. ;~ 

• r " 

month period." 
The new restrictions also include a 

clause granting the Home Owners 
Association authority to grant a var­
iance to the age restriction, unless 
the vpriance would resul_t in less 
thari 80 percent of Sun City homes 
being1 occupied by someone under 
55. If 'fewer than 80 percent of the 
homes are occupied by someone 55 
or under, Sun City could lose its 
senior overlay. 

·"We're just making sure they all 
say the· same thing," said Jerry 
Swintek, chairman of the Home 
Owners Association Land Use Com-
mittee. . 

_ .. ,..I,., ~~✓·• 

.. . - - - • - - # -

A2 ·Nation Thursday, May 28, 1998 Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Arlz. 

HOA writes new rules for vehicles 
Third in a series 
By TIM BAXTER 
Staff writer 

The Sun City Home Owners Asso­
ciation had to do a little catching up 
with the world when it drafted ve­
hicle restrictions for a proposed set 
of comprehensive deed restrictions 
for Sun City. 

When much of Sun City was built, 
most people had never even heard of 
many of the different · vehicles that 
have since become common. In fact, 
the 57 varieties of deed restrictions 
only limit storage of house trailers 
and campers. 

But HOA has caught up with the 
array of vehicles many Sun Citians , 
now own, and the new restrictions 
govern a much broader list, in­
cluding: 
■ Commercial vehicles 
■ Motor homes and mobile homes 
■ Trailers, including travel trail­

ers, tent trailers and boat trailers 
■ Camper shells and detached 

campers 
■ Recreational vehicles 
■ Boats 
■ Motorcycles and motorbikes 
■ All terrain vehicles and off-road 

vehicles 
■ Golf cars 
HOA Land Use Committee Chair­

man Jerry Swintek said the goal .was 
to have only four kinds of vehicles 

· A copy-of the· revised deed 
restrictions Is available for 
viewing at the Home Owners 
Association offices, 10401 
Coggins Drive, Sun City. For 
information on the new deed 
restrictions, call 974-4718. 

parked in a driveway, garage or 
carport: a car, a passenger van, · a 
pickup truck or a golf car.· 

"We're looking to have people not 
parking things all over the rest of the 
lot," Swintek said. "It prohibits 
parking any place but the driveway, 
carport or garage." 

On the other hand, if an item fits 
in a garage and can be parked out of 

,, 
. ,. 

sight, a homeowner is free to park it 
there, Swintek said. 

"If they've got a 26-foot boat and a 
26-foot garage, they can certainly 
park it in there," he said. . 

The new guidelines were devel­
oped with the help of deed restric­
tions from other, newer commu­
nities. County ordinances were also 
factored in. 

In particular, county ordinances 
allow 72 hours for parking ori the 
street In Sun City it's always been 48 
hours, but the new restrictions allow 
an extra day, which can be especi­
ally helpful when loading or unload-
ing an RV. · 

"The county says 72 hours so we .. 
brought it in line, thihking 72 hours · 
was a reasonable amount of time," 
Swlntek said. "If people are getting 
ready to go for a month or so there's 

. a lot to load and when they get back 
they're tired and want a day to rest" 

Cars, vans, light trucks and golf 
cars can be parked .in the driveway, 
carport or garage at any time without 
violating the provision. Anything else 
has 72 hours. 

And homeowners will want to pay 
' attention, too. The new · restrictions 
include a clause granting HOA the 
right to tow, at the homeowner's ·ex­
pense, any vehicle found vioiating 
. the restrictions. 
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New proposals ease 
business -restrictions 
Fifth in s series 
By TIM BAXTER 
Staff writer 

now, and the new policy is, 
"1,an you hear it, see it or 
smell it? If you can't, then it's 

Provisions governing home 
businesses are undergoing 
some of the biggest changes in 
the new deed restrictions the 
Sun City Home Owners Asso­
ciation is proposing.•' 

~

. K," Swintek said. 
"A guy running a cabinet 

' hop out of his garage, that's 

The good news for Sun 
Citians trying to make an ex­
tra buck out of the spare bed­
room Is the new deed restric­
tions are much more lenient 

HOA Land Use Committee 
Chairman Jerry Swintek said 
p e rsonal computers have 1998. 
changed the very nature of "People, work out of their 
home businesses, which now home on personal computer, 
need nothing more than a they're not bothering any­
telephone line to connect to body." 

· the outside world. When the original deeci re-
"The original deed restric- strlctlons were drafted, no one 

tions say 'no home businesses wanted foot and car traffic or 
at all,' " Swintek said. "We signs popping up. Those con­
felt that was unrealistic in , • cerns are much . less likely 

-.. ----

retty noisy, you can't have 
that If you have someone with 
traffic · coming in and out all 
the.time, you can't-have that" 
-,-The - rrnw,·more· -permissive 
policy should be a boon to 
many Sun Citians already op­
erating a home business, and 
should give HOA some new 
freedom. In the past, home 
businesses have been among 
the most contr,oversial cases 
the Association has tackled. 
· Swintek said the whole goal 

was "to be more lenient than 
the old ones were." · 

"In today's marketplace you 
can operate a business in the 
home and in way shape or 
form are you going to disturb 
your neighbors." · 
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Deed. restrictio~s · follow ·. 
_current ·county g~i.delines 
Fourth in a series 
By TIM BAXTER 
Staff writer · · 

Over the years, complaints 
about the condition of prop­
erties have topped the list of 
concerns for the Sun Clt;y 
Home Owners Association. 

A proposed· new set of deed 
restrictions that - if approved . 
- would unite all of Sun City 
under one set of rules gives · 
the Association a little more 
strength as it fights to keep 
the community clean and , 
pleasant 

It also brings the covenants 
in line with a recently-passed 
county ordinance regulating : 
messy yards, but Jerry Swin­
tek, chairman of the HOA 
Land .Use Committee, said the 
county's ordinance is just a 
starting place in Sun City. · 

"The thing about the county . 
ordinance, it doesn't really 

J., 

~ 

~eet Sun City Community 
standards for clea11Hne~s," h:e 
said. "We have problems that 
are not · in keeping with com­
munity standards that don't 
create a health or . safety haz-
ard." ' 

The county . ordinance only 
affects properties deemed a 
health or safety hazard. 

► See Ust clarlfles, AS 

r. ... 
~ 

.I 

• Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun 

Junk piles up outside this Sun City home. Under the new HOA rules, debris will be 
t . 

prohibited. '· · ·,. 
,• • 

I : 



- -- -- - --- -

clarifies current ·codes 
While enforcement is 

stronger, the standard set by 
the new deed restrictions 
remains largely unchanged 
and should be familiar to Sun 
City homeowners. 

Detached structures, such as 
tool sheds are still verboten, 
woodpiles or storage piles and 
clotheslines must be screened, 
and trash must be promptly 
removed from the property 
and it can't be put on the lot 
except in a covered container. 

But there are a few · new 
clauses: · 

. I 

■ Trash containers must be 
screened from neighbors, and· 
can only be left on the. road­
side long enough for trash 
pick-up. 

■ All lots must be weed-free 
and attractive. 

■ Po condition can exist 
tha.t.,~ould harbor infectious 
diseases, noxious plants or 
insects. 

1,/ 
. /. 

:,Mpst of the new provisions 
we·re prompted by the county 
ordinance. · 
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Response to Horrie Owners is much appreciated 
. . . . 

By PAUL SCHWARTZ 

A few weeks ago, the Sun City 
Home Owners Association requested 
help to prepare the revised deed 
restrictions for mailing to single 
family homes. The response has 
been amazing. More residents vol­
unteered their time and energy than 
could be used. Several residents 
walked into the HOA office and 
anonymously gave cash donations to 
h~lp defray the ·cost of postage. 0th-

. ers mailed fu.nds to HOA for this · 
project. . 

I am very appreciative of' the sup-
. port shown HOA by so many Sun City 
residents. The enthusiasm, energy, 
and volunteer spirit exhibited by 
many Sun City residents contributes 
to making this community a wonder­
ful place to live. 

The revised deed restrictions have 
now been mailed to almost all single 
family homes in the area south of 
Grand Avenue, which is referred to 
as Phase I . To date, the cards being 

· returned to HOA indicate an over~ 
whelming approval of the revisions. 

There have been some questions . 
about the intent of some of the revi­
sions, which I want to clarify. The 
revisions are intended to: 
. 1. Standardize the restrictions so 
all 57 single home zones have the 
same ·deed restrictions. 

2. Clarify the language. Some of 
·the deeds were written 38 years ago. 
As examples, there is a need to bet­
ter define types of vehicles, trucks, 

HOA Corner 

· RV's, etc. What ·determines an illegal 
home business? 

3. Add references to the age re­
strictions. Present deed restrictions 
are silent regarding this very im­
portant issue. 

4. Provide for deed restriction en­
forcement by an organization of fel­
low citizens within Sun City, rather 
than by county staffers who do not 
live here and in some cases tend to · 
compare conditions· within Sun City 
to other county areas. We want Sun 
City to be better than the areas out­
side our walls. In many cases, the 
county has not had the resources in 
funds nor staff to promptly in­
vestigate and correct unsatisfactory 
conditions. 

5. Allow Sun City·to meet the legal 
obligations of a planned community 
as defined by Arizona Law. Some 
would say that HOA is attempting to 
turn Sun City into a planned com­
-munity. That is not true. It already is 
a planned community under Arizona 
_law. We are not meeting all of the . 

requirements of that law. HOA is 
willing to take on those responsi-
· bilities. · 

There are other good reasons for 
the revisions, but space does not 
allow me to list them. I urge you to 
read the revised deed restrictions, 
be cautious and think about them 
before you either approve or dis­
approve them. If you have any ques­
tions, please contact the HOA at 
phone 974-4718 ·or visit the HOA of­
fice at 10401 W. Coggins Drive.· 

: ·■ •• 
The enforcement of the age over­

lay rules has long been important to 
Sun City residents. It's more so now 
in view of our neighboring retire­
ment community, Youngtown, losing 
that right. Most of us love children 
and grandchildren, but we came 
here with the understanding that 
children were excluded from this 
community. We lmew the rules and 
abided by them. As always, there are 
a few people who think rules· are 
made for everyone but themselves. 
HOA attempts, by working with the 
county,' to enforce the age restric­
tions. We are not always successful," 
but the effort is made. . 

The latest case involves a Sun City 
resident, who made application for 
an exception to the age restriction 
for her daughter and grandson. The 
case was to be heard Wednesday · 
Aug. 12, 1998, by the Maricopa 
County Board of Adjustment..HOA, 
~nd many individual residents op-

posed this request by sending letters planned to discuss three· subjects -
and signing petitions expressing deed restrictions and underage oc­
their opposition. To demonstrate the cupancy - crime and security ~ fire 
seriousness with which Sun City protection. Experts from the sheriff"s 
considers this case, a large number office, posse, fire department, and 
of Sun City residents indicated they the attorney advising HOA on deed 
would attend the hearing to express restriction matters will participate. 
their opposition. Also, you will have an opportunity to 

On Monday Aug. 20, 1998, the ap- meet the c~ndidates for election to 
plication was withdrawn and she the HOA board. You will hear more 
indicated her daughter and grandson . about this annual meeting, but for 
had found other housing outside of . now, please mark your calendar with 
Sun City and she would soon move to the above date and plan to attend. 
Wickenburg to be with another rela­
tive. HOA will monitor this to ensure 
the promises are met 

The actions of many Sun City 
residents contributed to a sati­
sfactory solution and I commend 
each of you for becoming involved. It 
would be easy for all of us to stand 
and cheer this victory. But, I am now 
concerned for the lady who made the 
application. She is afraid she will be 
verbally abused and ridiculed for 
making the application, an action · 
she was legally entitled to make. I 
hope all of us will aid and support 
her during tliis troubled time of her 
life and until she moves to Wick­
enburg. 

••• HOA is planning for its annual 
meeting, which will be held in the 
Oakmont Recreation Center social 
hall at 1 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 8, 1998. · 
There will be a ·different format this 
year aimed at attracting a larger 
attendance. A forum is being 

••• 
The subject of Central Arizona 

Project (CAP) water continues to 
boil. Representatives of the Sun 
Cities/Youngtown Water Committee 
have now had individual meetings 
with each of the three Arizona Cor- · 
porate Commissioners to discuss the 
various issues involving water in this 
area and the committee's recom­
mendations regarding those issues. 
Jim Irvin, commission chairman, has 
indicated he intends to hold two 
Town Hall meetings this fall in Sun 
City and Sun City West to gain input 
from citizens of those communities. 
There are few subjects as important 
as the future water supply for Sun 
City. I urge all residents to watch for 

. the announcement giving the time 
and place for this important Town 
Hall in Sun City and then plan on 
attending the meeting. 

The writer is president of the 
Home Owner's Association. -



Voting 
packets 
returned 
400 could lose voice 
on ~C deed restrictions 
By Lori Baker 
The Arizona Republic 

SUN CITY About 400 Sun City 
horneO\~ners could lose their chance to have 
a say rn . whether new deed restrictions 
should be imposed. 

. The Home Owners Association of Sun 
City had sent packets of information to 
thousands of residents in l'ha~e I and Phase 
3. B~t I IOA received about 400 of those 
back rn the mail. 

Ho,_ne<?wn~rs who do not return the ballot 
card_ 11_1d1cat1ng that they fa\or the deed 
restnct,ons will be c?unted as voting " no." 

Separate vote !all_,cs are being taken in 
each of the 57 wuts in Sun City A . . 
favorabl 1 · h • · ma.ionty 

. . e vo e w,t in a unit will mean the 
re~tncll?ns become effective within that 
llllll._ W11hout a majority, current rules will continue. 

, Propos~d changes in deed restrictions 
\\Ould _unify _the rules for Sun City and 
make ,t easier for HOA to go n 
homeowners who violate th d d a er 
t · • e ee re-s nct,ons by for instance I • 

yards or und~rage resid~nls' iavmg messy 
I " It 's important that e~eryone have a 

c ian_ce_ to make a decision on the d d 

~?~~101~~~ s~id dJerry Swint~k, chairn~:n 
an -use committee which 

de~el<?ped the proposed deed restriciions 
wmtek said the problem with ·,he 

re_t~med packets appears to be with Sun 
C1t1ans who l~fi for the summer but for ot 
to cancel their forwarding order with fhe 
Post <;)ffice afler they returned. Each packet 
contams a card to mail back to show 
support, a copy of the deed restrictions and 

- Please see 400, Page 9 

L_ ______ _ _ __ _ - - -

y •• 1 1v1·j,LJ v n .i.,...,.,_ n----• 

- 400, from Page I 

a cover letter providing highlights 
of the change~. 

" We have hundreds of packets 
sitting here waiting to be deliv­
ered " Swintek said. 

the age restnct1on. With me 
yards, HOA could pay to cf, 
up the yard and bill the owner 
the owner does not pay. I /1 
could legally put a lien on ' 
property. 

I le said I IOA officials ob­
tained the homeowners' ad­
dresses through the Maricopa 
County Recorders Office. / le 
said addresses of the returned 
packets will be compared with 

. the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City's records to detennine 
whether another address is avail­
able. 

People who live in Phase / or 
Phase 3 of Sun City who have 
not received the HOA packet or 
who have misplaced it are being 
asked to call HOA at 974-4718. 
Swintek asked that people pro­
vide their parcel number from 
their tax bi II. 

Over the next few weeks, HOA 
is sending packets to the remain­
der of the 14,800 property own­
ers in the 57 single-family 
housing units in Sun City. Con­
dominium owners are not in­
cluded in the proposed changes. 

Besides giving IIOA enfon 
menl power, another ma1 
change in deed restrictions \\'0t 
be to include a senior o, erl 
Age restrictions are included 
part of Maricopa County zonin 
The deed restrictions would all0 
HOA to enforce the rules so ti 
county \\0uldn ·, ha, e to g 
in\o)ved. 

Sun City's proposed deed n 
strictions require that at least on 
reside111 of a household be 55 < 
older and that no one youngc 
than 19 Ii, e in the house f0 
more than 90 days in a 12-montl 
period. 

Swintek ·s land-use committe, 
and an attorney spent more tha, 
a year de, eloping updates to tht 
deed restrictions that date back tc 
I 960. The new rules also would 
bring Sun City into modern 
times, said I IOA president Paul 
Schwartz. For example. the old 
restrictions don't allow busi­
nesses in residences. When Del Webb developed 

Sun City in the 1960s and '70s, 
different deed restrictions were 
approved for each housing unit or 
neighborhood. This resulted in 
rules varying among houses 
across the street from one another 
but in different units. 

The revision proposal was en­
dorsed by the Recreation Centers 
of Sun City, Sun City Prides and 
Sun City Ambassadors. 

HOA \\Ou)d be able to grant a 
variances to address special cir­
cumstances. but Swintek said 
variances would be unusual. An 
example would be a 40-foot-high 
ham radio antenna. he said. 
Neighbors would be notified 
about the proposal and ha, e a 
chance to comment. 

Under the new rules, HOA 
would have the power to take 
property owners to court if they 
violate deed restrictions such as 

.Swintek said he expects the 
vote tally will be avai lable in 
early 1999. 

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-7120 
or at lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail. 
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Cleanup costs $9,000 
HOA receives 
complaints about 
other properties 
By GINGER SCOTT-EIDEN 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Workers today are removing 
the last few piles of trash from 
a Sun City woman's home that 
had been overrun with gar­
bage for years. 

The Maricopa County Envi­
r onmental Services Depart­
ment had received numerous 
complaints dating back at 
least nine years from resi­
de nts in the neighborhood 
about the trash piled in and 
around Barbara Spudic's 
home, 13830 N. Del Webb 
Blvd.. said Al Brown of the 
county Envir onmental Ser­
vices Department. 

The county was not able to 
do anything, he said, because 
the trash was on private 
property. Environmental Ser­
vi ces was finally given the au­
thority to clean the property 
under a state health nuisance 
law. Worke rs were able to en­
ter the home Tuesday after 
county hea lth officials de-

clarcci it a health hazard, 
Brown said. 

. Complaints also were col­
lected by the Sun City Home 
Owners Association and the 
Maricopa County Sheriffs Of­
fice. 

HOA board members said 
they anticipated a lot of phone 
calls rrom Spudic's neighbors 
commenting on the work fi­
nally getting done. However, 
most of the calls were from 
people in other areas of Sun 
City complaining about other 
m essy properties. 

"People are saying 'that's 
great you cleaned that one up, 
now what about this one,' " 
said Ione Boynton of HOA 
"But I don't think any of them 
are to the magnitude of the 
house on Del Webb." 

Other properties receiving 
complaints were a home near 
the intersection of 107th Ave­
nue and St. Andrew Drive and 
a home at Pinehurst Drive 
and Balboa Street. 

The county issued several 
warnings to Spudic, who has 
owned the property for 28 
years, during the past couple 

of months demanding the 
trash be cleaned up, Brown 
said . The last warning, posted 
on her door Nov. 17, said she 
had 24 hours to comply c.r the 
county would take action. 

The work, which began 
Tuesday, cost the county a lit­
tle more than $9,000, officials 
said. 

"The only thing left to do is 
the garage,'' said Courtney 
James, public information of­
ficer for the Environmental 
Services Department. 

Workers filled 10 trash 
receptacles with garbage that 
was piled in the courtyard and 
up to the ceiling in the house, 
James said. Several roaches 
and rodents were found dur­
ing the trash removal. 

Samples from rodent drop­
pings found in the house were 
taken to the state h ealth de­
partment for testing, James 
said. The house will be fumi­
gated when workers are done. 

Neighborhood streets in the 
area will be closed for the rest 
of today while workers remove 
the final trash r eceptacles. 

Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun 

A county worker removes 
trash from Barbara Spudic's 
home on Del Webb Boule­
vard. Workers expect to fin­
ish up the task today after 
filling 10 Dumpsters, equal 
to 40 cubic yards each. 



, The Arizona Republic 

XH - 1000 . 4 Home Owner s Assoc . 

Friday, December 11, 1998 

10 in SC win 
leadership roles 
Elected to boards of rec centers, HOA 
By Lori Baker 
The Arizona Republic 

SUN CITY - Residents have 
elected community 1eaders to serve 
on the boards of the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City and the Home 
Owners Association. ' 

In the Recreation Centers race, 
voters elected four of seven hope­
fuls. Winners are Robert Briscoe, 
1,956 votes; Harold Boudrie, 

:: 1,525; Marge Murphy, 1,458; and 
_ Dorothy Hirtzel, 1,360. Other can­
didates- and their vote tallies are 
Harold Fisher, I, 186; Thomas 
Whiston, 1,134; and Ed Furnia, 

I },080. · 
Board members oversee the 

38,000-member Recreation Centers 
group, which includes seven recre­
ation centers, two bowling centers 

. and eight golf cours'!s. 
Here are highlights of the new 

board members: · 
. • Boudrie, an incumbent, was a 

plant manager for a telephone 
: company. He has served on the 

· .:.Sun City Sheriff's 'Posse and on 
the Sun City RV Club board. . 

• Briscoe, a retired materials and 
purchasing manager, is president 
of the Sunshine Services board. 
This month he joins the Sun City 
Community Fund board. · 

• Hirtzel, an incumbent, served 

as the Beli Recreation Center clubs 
coordinator and Ceramics Club 
vice president. She is a retired 
operations manager for the Na­
tional Automobile Club. 

• Murphy is a former social 
worker and teacher who serves on 
the Advisory Council for the Area 
Agency on Aging. She is a West 
Valley Union Club member. 

In the HOA race, there were six 
candidates for six board seats. The 
top four top vote-getters received . 
three-year terms, while the final 
two got one-year terms. 

Those receiving four-year terms 
are Paul White, I, 715; Jerry Swin­
tek, 1,694; Ethel Gross, 1,642; and 
Richard Liebert, 1,533. Those cap­
turing one-year terms are Edward 
Stutz, 1,419; and Jim Audet, 
1,237. 

In the absence of an official 
political entity, the 21 ,000-member 
HOA serves as an advocate for 
Sun City on the cou·nty and state 
levels and represents. the commu-. • 
nity in political activities in the 
West Valley. 

Highlights of the new board 
members: 

• Audet is a former Australian 
resident who worked in the print-
ing business and was president -~f I 
his condominium association there. \ 

• Gross, a former public ac­
countant, has volunteered for the / 
Sun Health Foundation. 

• Liebert, a Navy veteran, was a 
lawyer and served in the Kansas 
Legislature for IO years. J 

• Stutz was an accountant for . 
several companies, including Fa­
berge and IBM. 

• Swintek is an incumbent. An 
Air Force veteran and retired 
small-business owner, he served as 
president of his homeowners asso­
ciation in California. 

• White, a retired printer, was 
president of a local branch of the 
Jaycees and worked with govern­
mental agencies. 

--------------- - - -



HOA strives to ~aintain Sun City lifestyle 
By PAUL F. SCHWARTZ r---------,_-:_-:_-_-:_-_-_-:_-_-:..-:;-.., D · · ·t -

My term is now over, but it's been 
my pleasure to have served on the 
Home Owners Association board for 
three years and to have been its 
president this past year. I've had tpe 

.!::! opportunity to serve this community 
<_ a~d to enjoy knowing and working 
~ with an outstanding group of people. 
u · I have found that far too many Sun 
c: City residents have tittle unqer-
~ standing of what HOA does. HOA 
g I p~ovides le~dership and is involved 
u, with many important issues. . t Since t~e 1960s,. ~he population 
e>. surrounding Sun City has increased 
Z. by many thousands. New commu­i !lities ~av~ been formed and the end 
a is not m sight for continued growth. 

Sun City is no longer surrounded by 
oJ cotton fields and citrus groves, but 
gj now by an increased population that 
~ is causing Sun City residents to suf-
11) j fer with more environmental prob­
~ lems, through traffic, crime and 
c: other growth-related issues. That is 
~ why Sun City's relationship with the 
> surrounding communities has be-
.g come so ve ry important. Some have 
~ said HOA should confine its ac­

tivities to within Sun City walls. That 
is short-sighted. We must be sure 
that our concerns are conveyed to 
those whose actions might have an 
impact our lifestyle. That is why 

0 HOA has become very active with 
~ Westmarc, county long-range plan­
< ning efforts to save Luke Air Force 
fl1 Base, Northwest Valley transporta-
~ tion studies, Grand Avenue studies, 
~ public transportation, zoning, and 
o others. 
a> Maricopa County is the official 
5 recognized government of Sun City 
7 and will continue to be - until or if 
r:. it become an incorporated commu­> 

,·r unng 1998, the HOA office force zonmg um s. Universtity presented a very infor-
~ ,, has been reorganized to provide A controversial issue has been the mati·ve &:

0 
' t S d ' 1 th b 

I · fTi • • . . b • t f CAP 1 1 rum a un 1a on e su -,~ more e 1c1enc1es. HOA ~nformat1on su . Jee o water. Two represen- ject of the needs of those over 80 
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nity or is swallowed up by a sur­
rounding community. County officials 
have generally been helpful in at­
tempting to maintain the Sun City 
lifestyle. But, Sun City's 42,000 pop­
ulation represents only about 2 per­
cent of the total county citizens. The 
needs anq concerns of this commu­
nity of e1derly people are different 
than most of the county. The county 
is short resources to perform all of 
its functions as well as we would 
have them do. I want you to know, 
however, that our county supervisor, 
Jan Brewer, has been wonderful to 
work with and is a good friend of 
Sun City. 

In many ways, HOA is a paper 
tiger. It is the best, however, that is 
available and strives to maintain the 
Sun City lifestyle under difficult 
conditions. HOA has been accused of 
trying to gain more power. That is 
true. I believe a local organization 
composed of local elected Sun City 
homeowners can do a better job of 
keeping Sun City the community that 
its elderly citizens want it to be. 

You may believe that I favor in­
corporation of this community. Don't 
jump to that conclusion. I do, how­
ever, believe that HOA, should be 
strengthened and ever vigilant to 
ensure that the Sun City lifestyle we 
all enjoy is perpetuated. 

officers and others contmued to re- tatives from your HOA water com- years f g 1. • g • s c·ty 
d t d ·1 · · · f s ·tt h • d o a e 1vm m un 1 . spon o a1 y mqmnes rom un m1 ee, c a1re by Gene Zylstra, 

City homeowners requesting lists of participated in the task force organ­
contractors, tradesmen, se rvices, etc. ized by Citizens Utilities. This is an 
They also became involved in help- important subject, because in this 
ing to eliminate many illegally desert environment the future of Sun 
parked RV's, messy yards, underage City is tied closely to the future 
residents, business in homes deed availability of water. The final deci-
restriction violations, disput~s be- sion regarding the use of CAP water 
tween business and residents, scam- in Sun City rests with the Corpora-
related phone caHs anq others. tion Commission. 

The liaison program between HOA The newly formed HOA utility 
and certain other Sun City organiza- committee has been followlrig closely 
tions has continued to form a better the electric power industry deregu-
working relationshlp between HOA 1ation and the impact that it will 
and those other organizations. have on Sun City residents. Formal 

Occasionaity there is a disagree- protests have been filed regarding 
ment, as there was this year, in the proposed residential telephone in-
well-publicized difference of opinion terconnecting rates and objections 
between the Taxpayers Association raised to the 10-digit telephone 
and HOA and the water task force · overlay plan. 
regarding the use of CAP water. My The HOA environmental and con-
hope is that occasional disagree- sumer protection committee was re-
ments will not disrupt our efforts to activated this year. Members have 
communicate and agree on other concentrated on consumer fraud and 
matters of mutual interest for the are preparing a handbook to be co-
overall benefit of residents. sponsored by Property Owners and 

I want to emphasize briefly a few Residents Association of Sun City 
of this years highlights: West. 

Jerry Swintek is to be con- The HOA transportation and pub-
gratulated and thanked for the time lie safety committee has been in-
and effort he and his committee volved with the county transporta-
spent r ewriting the deed restrictions. tion department regarding the im­
The deed restrictions had not been provement of certain intersection 
revised since they were first written configurations, additional left-turn 
in the 1960s and 1970s. There has light signals, further street markings, 
been much discussion, publicity and street maintenance projects, etc. I 
controversy about the proposed have been appointed to the Arizona 
revisions. To date, there has been Citizens Transportation Oversight 
general approval of the revisions but Committee and to the Arizona State 
the final tally for each unit will have Highway Expans ion and Extension 
to await a final audit These revised Loan Program Advisory Committee. 
deed restri_ctions are needed and I The long range planning com-
hope they are approved by all 57 mittee, along with Arizona State 

The legislative relations com­
mittee, along with PORA and the 
Taxpayers Association, arranged 
four monthly public meetings with 
the state legislators from this area 
during the months the Legislature is 
in session. This committee also filed 
objections or approvals as required 
of oending legislation. 

'fhere has been other activity in­
vo1vlng mostly internal matters such 
as publicity, bylaws, directory, elec­
tions, membership, etc ... The HOA 
office is a rather busy place. HOA 
members get a big bang for their $5 
annual dues. 

Finally, while much was done 
during my watch, there is still much 
left for future HOA boards to do. 
First, some of the 37 miles of Sun 
City walls need refurbished and HOA 
has established a fund and will so­
licit contributions from other organ­
izations and individuals to do the 
task This should not be just an HOA 
project, but rather one involving 
many others. Secondly, the contin-
1,1ed growth around Sun City is seri­
ously impacting our lifestyle and 
needs to be closely monitored and 
commented on to the zoning board 
and county supervisors when app­
licable. Thirdly, we all need to be­
come involved to help celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the founding of 
Sun City during the year 2000. 

Best wishes to all of you as we 
approach the year 2000, and especi­
ally to Byron Healy as he takes over 
the reins of HOA 
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· SC wat1· project to 
·start during summer 
Grand Avenue to be tackled first 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

. tJea~l~g and repairing Sun 
City's perimeter walls ls expected 
to commence this su111D1er. . , · 

Howard Mathias, co-chairman of 
the Sun City Home Owners As­
sociation Beautification Committee, 
announced last week, during a 
meeting of the Sun City 40th 
Anniversary Steering Committee, 
that HOA plans to go to bid soon on 
the project. 

Neglected since their erection at 
Sun City's inception, the communi­
ty's walls are in need of attention. 

"Our main goal is Grand Avenue, 
Bell Road, Union Hills Drive and 
111 th Avenue," Mr. Mathias said. 

Priorities were established in two 
ways - appearance and condition 
of the walls and the amount of traf­
fic that sees them, according to 
Blaine Donaldson, Beautification 
Committee co-chairman. 

Initial stages of the project will 
encompass an approximate three­
and-a-half-mi le stretch on Grand 
Avenue, according to Mr. Mathias.· 

"We plan to clean, paint and 
repair the walls on Grand Avenue, 
from west to east," he explained. 

"The project will start during the 
summer," Mr. Mathias continued. 
"They prefer to work in the sum­
mer. There is less traffic and the 
paint dries faster." 

The walls will be painted 
eggshell, so as not to show as.much 
dirt as the existing white walls, Mr. 
Mathias explained. 

The extensive project carries a 
hefty price tag. 

Mr. Donaldson mentioned at a 
previous HOA board meeting that 
the committee has received one bid, 

Howard 
Mathias/HOA 

official says 
the association 
plans to begin 
work this sum­

mer on paint­
ing the walls 

that surround 
Sun City. 

$152,000, to repaint and repair, 
where necessary, 19 miles of walls. 

"Some walls will not be painted," 
Mr. Mathias said. "They can get by 
with being cleaned." 

Mr. Mathias said HOA is close to 
having sufficient funds to complete 
the Grand Avenue phase of the pro­
ject, but more funds are needed. 

One funding avenue being pur­
sued is to have people donate 
money to clean a specific section of 
the wall, much like communi ties 
have organizations clean designated 
stretches of roadways, according to 
Mr. Mathias. 

Also, in an effort to generate 
more don ations, HOA' s board 
recently approved establishment of 
an HOA Foundation, with 501(c)3 

. designation, which would allow for 
donations to be tax deductible. 

"Grand and Bell will hopefully 
be done before the 40th anniversary 
celebration starts," Mr. Mathias told 
the 40th Anniversary Committee. 
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1_ an Ber ena Ryan sit at the desk in the office inside their Sun 

City home. Su~ City' s revise~ deed restrictions w ill allow P,eople 
to con~uct business from their homes as long as it doesn' t clisturb 
the neighbors. 

• 
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New deed restrictions take effect next month 
By TINA SCHADE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Beginning in September, 
Sun City homeowners' deed 
restrictions will get some teeth. 

Next month the Maricopa 
County Recorder's Office will 
enter the first round of revised 
Sun City deed restrictions into 
record, officially passing deed 
enforcement power to the 

Home Owners Association. 
"We had no authority in any 

way, shape or form to enforce 
our age overlay restrictions " 
said Jerry Swintek, HOA land 
use committee chairman who 
spearheadE-d the drive to revise 
the deed restrictions. 

Violations had been fun­
neled to the Maricopa County 
Attorney's Office, where a Sun 
City age infraction hasn't been 

recorded since 1979, Swintek 
said. 

Under the new deed restric­
tions, complaints will go 
through the HOA and be 
passed along to the associa­
tion's private attorney, if nec-
essary, he said_ · 

"We're probably going to 
have to take a couple of cases 
to court," Swintek said. But the 
likelihood of violators' losing 

under the new restric tions will 
reinf~rce voluntary compliance; 
he said. 

New deed restrictions will 
also allow the HOA to do more 
than send repeated letters to 
people who let their yards 
slide_ · 

"Now we can hire a gard~ner 
to go in and clean up the place 

See PORA considers, AS 

PORA considers restrictions update 
From A1 

and then send the resident a 
bill ," Swintek said. 

Residents will have 30 days 
to a ppeal alleged violations 
under the revisions. 

Sun City home owners will 
also be able to run a business 
out of their home as long as it 
doesn't disturb neighbors, 
Swintek said. 

"If you can't see it, hear it or 
smell it, you're not in viola­
tion ," he said. 

Home-based businesses were 
banned unde r the o l d 
restrictions. 

Tri-Star Realtors Be rden a 
and Bill Ryan of Sun City said 
they weren't aware they were 
violating any deed restrictions 
by using a home computer to 
access realty information after 

hours. 
"It works great and if we 

need to preview houses we 
don't have to run to the office,'' 
she said. "It saves a lot of 
time." 

Before the HOA could sub­
mit the revised deed restric­
tions to the county. current 
deed restrictions mandated 
that the· HOA obtain a 50 per­
cent plus one vote from nearly 

16,000 homeowners 'approving 
the revisions, Swintek said. 

More than 3,140 out of 5.165 
people living in Sun City's 
Phase I OKd the revisions. 

About 2.653 out of 3,865 
gave the nod to new deed 
restrictions , and Phase II 
results haven't been totaled 
yet, Swintek said. Recording of 
the deed restrictions for all 
three Sun City areas should be 

finished by December, Swintek 
said. 

Sun City residents living in 
condominiums won't be 
affected by the new deed 
restrictions, Swintek said. 

While Sun City puts the fin­
ishing touches on its deed 
restrictions, Phil Garner, presi­
dent of the Property Owners 
and Residents Association, said 
Sun City We st 's deed 

restrictions, drawn up in 1980, 
could be revised, as well. 

"We're considering doing an 
update on them because they 
are kind of antiquated," Garner 
said. 

There is a push to reach 
some consistency among the 44 
different sets of Sun City West 
deed restrictions, Garner said. 
Legal action on deed restric­
tions· is a rare occurrence in 
Sun City West. he added. 
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, Surv~y gaug~~.reaction_-to changes for single-family homes 
' ' . 

apartments are not included in the effor 
because those housing developments var: 
too much in scope and size, HOA official~ 
say. 

' ~ ~ ,, 
By Connie Sexton 

. The Arizona Republic 

SUN CITY - What do residents of Sun 
City want thcir' community to look like in 
the future? And who should eQforce the 
rules? , 

What happens if a yard is too ·messy, the 
weeds too tall? Who will knock on the door 
if ' a resident lets their g~dchild stay 
longer than the 90 days allowed? , 

These are just some of the issues that 

residents are having to. ponder as they 
decide on changing the community's deed 
restrictions. ' , · 

For: years, the local non-p_rofit volunteer 
Home Owners Association has been follow­
ing up on violations of area deed re­
strictio1_1s. - They could send offending 
homeowners a fetter, but didn't have power 
to do much more. 

With the community nearing its 40th 
birthday, HOA board _members decided to 

help preserve the condition of their neigh­
borhoods by unifying deed restrictions of 

_ the approximately 16,500 single-family 
houses in Sun City. Currently, deed re­
strictions vary, depending on where a house 
is located. 

Just getting the single-family homes 01 

the same footing is hard enough, says Jerr: 
Swintek, an HOA vice president am 
chairman of the land use committee. 

Sun City was built in phases, and, in 
many cases, deed restrictions are different. 

The HOA project is looking only at those 
deed restrictions involving single-family 
houses. Townhouses, condominiums and 

" We're trying to .create deed restriction 
that are relatively universal to the whol, 
community. We have deed restrictions i1 
the area of Peoria and 107th avenues tha 

- ltOA, from Page I 

are different from those around 
Beardsley Road and 99th Avenue," 
he said. 

For the past few months, HOA 
has been mailing out cards to 
owners of each single-family lot, 
asking residents to OK the change 
in restrictions. The mailings are 
being sent out in phases. 

The older part of Sun City south 
of Grand received the first mail ing. 
The newest segment - north of 
Bell Road - was second. 

The largest collection of residents 
- between Grand and Bell - will 
be the last section served. So far, 
Swintek said, the response has been 
positive for the change. He would 
not release any numbers, but said 
they had at least a 50 percent 
approval from those returning the 
survey cards. 

He expects the _survey to run 
through the fal I. If it passes, 
"virtually every unit will have the 
same deed restriction." Swintek 
said. 

Under the plan. the HOA first 
would sent a letter to violators and 
then could go as far as putting a 
lien on ·1 house if a prohlcm i~n ·1 

- Please see HOA, Page 

resolved. 
But things could change quickl~ 

Even if the residents all agree t 
unified rules, individual pockets c 
the community could vote for 
change. Sun City is divided into I 
such units, representing housin 
built in different years. 

It's for this reason that reside: 
Jim Hawks wants .to be cautious. I­
supports the HOA's effort but wan 
HOA to take its time. " I think th 
need~ to be lengthened. This nee1 
to be gone over line by line." 

Some of the proposed restrictio 
are too generic, Hawks said. Th 
could be a problem for some of t 
homes built in Sun City, which to, 
years to build out. 

Hawks suggests the HOA bo~ 
do more research. For instance, o 
restriction says houses should ne, 
be less than IO feet from the 
line. But some of the homes [ 
Webb built there would exceed t' 
requirement today. 

Swintek. who has lived in ~ 
City for 14 years, said his , 
HOA's goal is to improve 
community. "I ' m a second-gem 
tion Sun Citian and I want it to 
as nice or nicer as it was for 
parents." 
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Slln _City weighs ' chaniesf ir(,d~d }estrlctions, enforce~ent 
Not all Sun City homes are 

close to celebrating 40 years. The 
last of the retirement community's 
16,500 single0 family homes was 
built 18 years after the first 
models opened in 1960. 

Deed restrictions in Sun City's 
18 development units reflect that 
build-out schedule. Now, a local 

· non-profit volunteer Home· Own­
ers Association is asking Sun City 
residents. how they want their 
neighborhoods to look, and who 
should enforce those rules. 

For years, the Home Owners 
Association has been following up 
on violations of area deed restric­

. tions, such as tall weeds in yards 

what thet re 
lffll~i t®Jbilil 

or allowing a grandchild to stay 
past the 90 ·days allowed. 

Associat~on volunteers can send 
offenders a letter, but they don't 
have power to do much more. Un-

. der proposed deed restrictions, the 
association could be empowered to 
place a lien on an offender's prop­
erty if other measures fail. 

"We're trying to create deed re­
strictions that are relatively uni­
versal to the whole community," 
said Jerry Swintek, an association 

vice president and chairman of the 
land use committee . . 

"We have deed restrictions in 
the area of Peoria and 107th av­
enue·s that are different from those 
arounq Beardsley · Road and 99th 
Avenue." · 

The association has been mail­
ing out cards to owners of each 
single-family lot, asking residents 
to approve the change in restric­
tions. The mailings are being sent 
out in phases, with the survey run- . 
ning through the fall. 

The older part of Sun City, 
south of Grand Avenue, received 
the first mailing. The newest seg­
ment, north of Bell Road, was sec-

The Arizona Republic 

ond. The largest section, between 
Grand and Bell, will be the last 
surveyed. 

Swintek wouldn' t release any 
numbers but said that at least 

50 percent of those who have re­
turned survey cards supported the 
change. · 

Even if the residents all agree 
to unified rules, individual pocke· 
of the community could vote-for 
variance_ If approved, Swintek 
said, variances could be granted 
by the association. 

For that reason, Jim Hawks of 
Sun City wants the association to 
be cautious. He thinks some of th 
proposed deed resni'ctions are toe 
general. 

"I think this needs to be lengtl 
ened," he said .. "This needs to be 
gone over line by line." 

- Connie Sextr 
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HOA board member resigns 
Audet cites direction of proposed restrictions·. 
By Connie Cone Sexton 
The Arizona Republic 

SUN CITY - Less than a year 
ago, Jim Audet was tossing his 
name in the ring for the Sun City 
Home Owners Association board. 

He couldn't lose. He ran in the 
Dec. 8 election as one of six 
candidates for one of six open 
seats. 

The top four vote getters 
snagged three-year terms, with 
one-year terms going to the other 
two candidates. Audet received the 
fewest number of votes and was 
handed a term due to expire Jan. 1. 
But Audet decided to cut his term 
short. A few days ago, he abruptly 
resigned, citing his displeasure with 
the path the HOA was taking in 
reviewing its deed restrictions. 

For the past several months, the 
HOA has been sending out ballots 
to Sun City homeowners living in 
single-family residences, asking for 
their say in how the neighborhoods 
should look and who should en­
force those rules. 

The HOA - a non-profit volun­
teer organization - has been 
limited in power, only authorized to 
send out warning letters if residents 
violated the deeds for such things 
as having a chronic messy yard. 

Under proposed deed restric­
tions, the association could be 
empowered to seek a lien on an 
offender's property if other meas­
ures fail. But Audet fears that the 
HOA board wants to inflate its 
authority. · 

"They said they could start 

fining people," he said. " I don 't 
think it's proper .. .. There is a lot 
of poor people in this town. There's 
some with money and there's some 
without. I felt sorry for them, and l 
didn't think it was right" to impose 
fines. · 

But Jerry Swintek, an associa­
tion vice president who serves on 
the HOA land-use committee, said 
the proposed changes didn't in­
clude handing out fines to resi-
dents. . 

"We have no intention of fining 
anybody in Sun City," he said. "l 
don't think the structure of the 
community warrants that." 

However, Swintek said there 
might be an occasion to consider 

- Please see HOA, Page 7 
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- HOA, from Page 1 you tell me what is," he said. 
Questioning the changes in 

imposing a fine. ln a situation policy wouldn't have worked, 
where the HOA notifies a vio- Audet said: " I couldn't get up 
lator, offers him or her an and complain at the meeting 
opportunity to meet . before the because I would just be voted 
committee to voice an appeal down. I just figured that it was 
and the v-iolator doesn't take any 'just let me out of there.' " 
action, the HOA then might want Audet, who worked in the 
to go to court and seek a printing business, isn't a stranger 
judgment. . to homeowners associations. He 

No one in the HOA is out to " was president of a condominium 
get any resident, Swintek association in Australia. 
stressed .. "Everything is done by Swintek said Audet's term 
written communication. We won't be filled immediately. In­
won't just be calling somebody stead, the HOA will wait for the 
on the phone." upcoming HOA board elections 

Audet, who also served on the in December. 
land-use committee, said the 
HOA board talked about mone­
tary penalties such as the court 
judgment. " If that's not fines, 

Connie Cone Sexton can be reached at 
(602) ~7118 or via e-mail at 
connie.sexton@pni.com. 
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Sun City elects 8 to governing bodies 
By Lori Baker 
The Arizona Republic 

SUN CITY - Residents this 
week elected new board mem­
bers for the Sun City Home 
Owners Association and the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City. 

HOA is a quasi-government 
organization that acts as an 
advocate tor Sun City residents 
with state and county offi cials. 
Other services include enforcing 
deed restrictions, alerting resi­
dents to scams, offering con­
sumer re ferrals and 
safeguarding the water supply. 

- SUit CITT, jivm Page 1 

Recreation . Centers bo_ard and is 
president of the Sun City Founda-

tion. . Claude 
Other cand idates were 823 

W II I 139 votes; Ted Lee, 
a ' ' d Ed Furnia 753 votes. 

votes; an 'c t elec . In the Recreation en ers -

In the HOA board election, 
seven candidates competed for 
four three-year terms. Elected 
were: 

• Helen Struble, 1,429 votes, 
who had worked in public health 
and secondary education, was 
on the Sun City Community 
Fund board and is a member of 
the HOA environmental and 
consumer protection committee. 

• Ed Anderson, 1,386 votes, 
who is a retired assistant com­
missioner for the Wyoming De­
partment of Agriculture, served 
on the Recreation Centers of 

Sun City board and volunteers 
at the Sun City Visitors Center. 

• Gerald Unger, 1,377 votes, 
who is a retired industrial 
engineering manager for Boeing 
Airplane Co. and served on the 
Recreation Centers o f Sun City 
Board. He has been an HOA 
board member since 1994 and 
heads the transportation com­
mittee. 

• Ed McCrea, 1,294 votes, is 
a reti red insurance company 
executive, has served on the 

- Please see Sil! mT, Page 13 

August to fi ll a vacancy on the 
courses. 

Elected lo the three-year terms b d She was a deputy county oar . . 
auditor in Troy, Ohio. . 4 Jerry Swintek received 1,42 
votes and captured the one-year we: ~orman Burt, 1,508 votes, 

I is a former owner of a 
w 10 and real 
construction company k d for 
estate firm and had ~or e 
the centers in construct10n. 

ter~ ther candidates were Dorot~y 
Hirtzel, I , 184 votes; Geo~ge Bis­
chof 1 126 votes; Gloria Jean 
Gre;n, ' 1,098 votes; and Ken 
Fetha, 993 votes. . eight candidates sought 

t10n, each 
three terms of three years Tl 

• Theodore Haupt, 1,483 votes, 
who is a retired hardware store 
and barber store owner and ~as 

d the centers' properties Lori Baker can be reached at . (602) 
444-71 20 or at lori.baker@anzona-and one term of one year. ie 

Recreation Centers board oversees 
seven recreation centers, two 
bowling centers and eight golf 

serve on 
committee. 

• Beverly Davis, 1,474 vote~, 
who had been appointed m 

republic.com. 



JANUARY 19-25, 2000 - SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT 
VF HOME OWNERS ASSOC. 

Bell Road wall -
repainting finished 
More funds needed 
to complete project 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Walls along two of the major 
thoroughfares through Sun City 
have been repainted and repaired 
and the Sun City Home Owners 
Associa tio n Beautification 
Committee, which is overseeing the 
project, has begun to receive posi­
tive comments from residents. It is 
hoped that the positive response will 
lead to addit ional donations so the 
project can be completed. 

Improving the appearance of the 
community's 17 miles of exterior 
walls has been a Beautification 
Committee priority for more than a 
year. The project 's total cost is esti­
mated at $ 143,000 . 

HOA President Blaine Donaldson 
announced last week that the Bell 

tee is prepared to award a contract 
for Albrecht & Son to begin work 
on the next phase of the project -
Union Hills Drive, east o f 99th 
Avenue. 

"We should start on Union Hills 
Drive by the end of the month," Mr. 
Anderson said . 

Mr. Matthias re iterated, "We will 
not start a project until money is at 
hand." 

The estimated cost of that .7 o f a 
mile segment is $5,000, accon.ling 
to Mr. Anderson. 

Part of the reasons for doing that 
stretch of roadway next is a request 
from Westbrook Village homeown­
ers to improve the appearance of the 
wall across from the entrance to 
their subdivision. 

While Grand· Avenue and Bell 
Road were the committee's top two 
priorities, Union Hills Drive and 
99th" Avenue a re a lso in dire need of 
attention and rank third and fourth, 
respectively, in priorities. 

Priorities were established in two 
ways - appearance and condi tion 

Road portion of the project was 
recently completed by Albrecht & 
Son painting contractors, 1joining 
Grand Avenue in having the appear­
ance of its walls improved. 

"We have completed our Bell 
Road portion of the project and it 
has turned out extremely well," said 
Howard Matthias, project co-chair­
man. along with Ed Anderson. 

To date, the project has cost 
$49,663 - · $24,773 for Bell Road 
and $24 ,900 for Grand Avenue -
so the committee needs to raise sub­
stantially more money to complete 
the other planned portions of the 
project - Union Hills Drive and 
99th Avenue. 

The project has been worth the 
expense, according to Mr. 

'' The big problem is 
collecting money. Fund­

raising has been 

difficult. 

Ed Anderson 
Co-chairman 

HOA Beautification Committee 

of the walls and the amount of traf­
fic that sees them, according to Mr. 
Donaldson. 

T he committee has enough 
money to proceed with the Union 
Hills Drive priority, east o f 99th 
Avenue, but funding is in short sup­
ply for any additional work. 

"The big problem is collecting 
money," Mr. Anderson said. "Fund­
raising has been difficult." 

'The real problem of funding it is 
the apathy of the business and cor-

Donaldson. 
" I have had phone calls from peo­
ple I don' t even know te lling me 
how nice the walls look and they 
should have been done a long time 
ago. 

"When people take the time to 
call and say. ' this really looks nice,• 
you have done something right," he 
continued. 

Waldo Smi th, president of the 
Sun C ity Prides, agreed with Mr. 
Donaldson. 

'The walls look excellent," Mr. 
Smith said. 

However, he added some precau­
tions should be taken to see to it 
that the walls do not become 
stained again by dirt splashed dur­
ing heavy rainfalls. 

"We should put a one-and-a-half 
foot strip o f one-and-a-half inch 
rocks along the base of the wall to 
prevent stains from recurring," he 
said. 

With the completion of the top 
two priority areas, Grand and 
Avenue and Bell Road, the commit-

porate commJnity," Mr. Donaldson 
added. 

"The biggest problem right now 
is the 40th Anniversary 
Committee is in a big fund drive, as 
is Sun Health, and there just so 
many dollars available for dona­
ti.ons," Mr. Donaldson noted . 

The committee is hoping -to 
receive a slight monetary boost 
from Maricopa County. Part of the 
wall along Grand Avenue is on 
county owned land and county offi­
cials had indicated a willingness to 
have the county pay for repainting 
that section. 

However, re imbursement from 
the county has not been forthcom­
ing. 

The county share of the Grand 
Avenue portion of the project is 
slight ly less than $4,000, according 
to Mr. Donaldson. " I haven 't gotten 
a dime out of them," he said. 

He did note, however, the county 
did paint the inside of the wall 
along Santa Fe Drive. 
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HOA seeks more 
members, money 
DRIVE: Sun City group 
wants to increase its 
membership to 25,000 
to cover duties, costs 
KATE FLEITAS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Blaine Donaldson said he believes the 
Home Owners Association needs more 
members to continue meeting the needs 
of Sun City residents. 

"We are receiving more and more 
requests to be involved in investigating 
frauds and scams. People call us for 
referrals on contractors and to oversee 
the CC&R's (Covenants, Codes and 
Restrictions)/ said Donaldson, associa­
tion president. "If we're going to expand 
more In these areas, it's going to require 
more income." 

More than 19.500 people belong to the 
association. Donaldson hopes a member~ 
ship drive will push that number past 
25,000. 

The association plans to set up booths 
at fairs and will send out a mass mailing 
to all Sun City residents, said Ethel 
Gross, co-chairperson of the associa­
tion's membership and public relations 
committee. Gross said she hopes to 
recruit more condominium residents. 

"The money is needed to keep the 
HOA going," she said. "It's to help sup­
port what we're doing for _everyone In 

Sun City." 
The association started in 1963 with 

2,500 members and membership dues of 
$2 per year. Today, the 19,500-plus 
members pay $5 in annual dues. 
Despite the $3 increase between 1963 
and 2000, the association needs money 
to hire more staff and expand its ser­
vices in investigating fraud. recommend­
ing contractors and enforcing Sun City's , 
CC&R's, Donaldson said. 

The association employs an eight­
person staff, consisting of a full-time 
director and secretary and stx part-time 
workers. 

The part-time employees include a 
computer operator, a communications ' 
person and four information officers. 
Two of the information officers work 
each day from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

"We need money to hire more paid 
personnel to do a better job of Investigat­
ing various areas," Donaldson said. "We 
need more paid staff to oversee and 
enforce the CC&R's." 

Last year, more than 60 percent of 
Sun City residents gave the association 
the power to enforce the community's 
CC&R's. 

In addition to CC&R enforcement. the 
association wants to expand Its services 
in fraud investigations and contractor 
recommendation. 

"We always need more help to do a 
.better job of keeping our records up to 
date and purging names from the file," 
Donaldson said. 
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S\l'n c·ity 
panels plan 
.for year 

By Jim Gintonio · 
The Arizona Republic 

Sun City volunteer commit­
tees, made up of about 100 
residents, have embarked on an 
ambitious general plan for the 
year. 

Three that will likely have the 
most impact on residents are 
panels dealing with long-range 
planning, governmental affairs 
and consumer protection, said 
Blaine Donaldson, president of 
the Home Owners Association. 

Here's a look at what · those 
committees will do: 
■ Long-range planning. The 

I HOA will work with the Rec 
Board and other agencies to 
determine which areas should be 
considered for improvements . . 
For example, neither of the two 
recreation centers that are desig- . 
nated evacuation poipts has 
standby generators, and the pan­
el is studying ways to obtain 
them. 
■ · Governmental affairs. The 

HOA.is working with its counter­
part, the Sun City West's Prop­
erty Owners and Residents 
Association, to take a more active 
stance to ensure that residents in 
both communities have a bigger 
voice. 
■ Consumer protection. Scam 

artists love to prey on the elderly, 
and this panel will examine ways 

------■------

Issues such as 
transportation, 

legislative 
redistricting, 

mem~ership and 
beautification will 
be addressed by 

committees. · 

------■------

to discourage the con artists and 
to alert residents on how to avoid 
becoming victims. 

Another group will look at 
covenants and deed restrictions 
after coming up with common 
regulations to replace the 64 sets 
of bylaws that had been in place. 

Issues such as transportation, 
legislative redistricting, member­
ship and beautification also will 
be addressed by committees. 

"It looks like it will be a good 
year," Donaldson said. "The com­
mittees are all organized. Any­
body can have input." 

Donaldson wants anyone with 
ideas to forward them to the 
HOA at 10401 Coggins Drive 
West, Sun City, AZ 85351, or call 
(623) 974-4718. 
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HOA files last of amended 
, deed restrictions with county 

By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

A tedious project that consumed 
nearly three years. has just about 
reached its completion. and Sun 
City Home Owners Association 
Director Jerry Swintek has breathed 
a sigh of relief. 

The process of amending the 
community's deed restnct1ons 
began in April 1997 and culminated 
in the Jan. 3 1 filing of new deed 
restrictions with the county for Sun 
City Phase II. 

"The only area of the community 
that we have not fi led amended deed 
restrictions for is Rancho Estates," 
Mr. Swintek said. 

east, Olive Avenue on the south and 
Agua Fria River on the west. 

Homes in the subdivision must 
be constructed on a minimum lot 
size of one acre and the properties 
are zoned for horses. 

Several deed restrictions for 
Phases I, II and III were revised 
including setting the standards for a 
senior overlay, expanding the defin­
ition of vehicles and equipment and 
redefining the time and area where 
they may be parked, defining what 
is a legal business and setting stan­
dards for maintaining property. 

Preserving the community's 
senior overlay is a priority of HOA. 

The need for revision of deed 
restrictions stems from the manner 
in . which Sun City was developed 
by the Del Webb Development 
Company. The community was 
built in phases over many years so 
the deed restrictions were not uni­
form. Mr. Swintek has led the HOA 
effort to standardize them, serving 
for most of the time as chairman of 
the HOA Land Use Committee, a 
position he has now relinquished to 
Ed McCrea. 

Amended deed restric tions for 
Phases I and lll were previously 
filed with the county. 

Rancho Estates is a 70-home sub­
division bounded by Peoria Avenue 
on the north, 111 th Avenue on the 

See ■ HOA, Page 13 

In order to fi le the amended deed 
restrictions with the county. HOA 
had to obtain the consent of fifty 
percent plus one of the property 
owners in each unit. Residents 
affirmed the changes through the 
return of a postage-paid postcard to 
HOA. 

HOA officials felt making the 
changes to the deed restrictions 
would give the community greater 
control over zoning enforcement. 

Previously, complaints involving 
zoning issues had to be registered 
with the county. HOA could send 
letters requesting property owners 
take suggested action, but the orga­
nization had no enforcement 
powers. 

Once the county accepts the fil­
ing of the updated deed restrictions, 
HOA will have authority to take a 
violator to court, according to Mr. 
Swintek. 

While some residents have raised 
objections to the amended deed 
restrictions, the majority of resi­
dents in all three phases lent their 
approval. 

"We received cards back from 60 

'' There have been viola­
tion cases closed relative 
to the new deed restric­

tions. We are working on 
two cases that could 

result in us taking some­
one to court. 

Jerry Swintek 
HOA Director 

Former Chairman, 
Land Use Commitee 

to 65 percent of the residents in all 
three phases," Mr. Swintek said. 

Mr. Swintek also noted there 
have been no challenges issued to 
the amended deed restrictions as of 
yet, and the changes have proven 
helpful in_ the closure of some cases. 

''There have been violation cases 
closed relative to the new deed 

restrictions," he added. "We are 
working on two cases that could 
result in us taking someone to 
court,'" he said. 

With the deed restriction changes 
filed for the bulk of the community, 
all that remains is Rancho Estates. 

A meeting will likely be sched­
uled with Rancho Estates residents 
within 45 days, according to Mr. 
Swintek. 

"We will likely send residents of 
Rancho Estates a copy of their orig­
inal deed along with suggested deed 
restrictions changes and ask them to 
comment." Mr. Swintek said. 

"We need to sit down with the 
homeowners of Rancho Estates and 
draw up a document that is accept­
able to them.·• 

Mr. Swintek said it has been a 
d ifficult chore, but it has been 
worthwhile, and he is grateful to 
everyone who assisted. 

Generic copies of the revised 
deed restrictions are available free 
of charge at the HOA office, Mr. 
Swintek noted. "There is a charge 
for copies of the official recording 
document,'' he added. 
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HOA supports proposed 
property value freeze 
BELIEFS: Stance 
part of board's list 
of positions 
JOSH KRIST 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City Homeowners 
Association has Issued a state­
ment on legislative Issues that 
endorses a proposed freeze of 
property values for seniors. 

Michael Rotchford, HOA direc­
tor, recommended that the Board 
of Directors put together the 
position statement because of an 
Incident where a pre\'.Jous state 
legislator expressed frustration at 
not knowing HOA's goals, Rotch­
ford said. 

The board unanimously 
passed the statement at their 
Feb. 8 meeting. 

"The Sun City Home Owners 
Association Is an ardent advocate 
of a quality lifestyle for Its con­
stituents and for all citizens of . 
Arizona." reads the statement," 
reads the statement. 

Rotchford said he doesn't 
expect any feedback from legisla­
tors un til the next legislative 
breakfast 7 a.m. March 17, at 
Brother's Restaurant, 8446 W. 
Peoria Ave. 

Some of the positions are: 

• Better education and schools 
for Arizona's children. 

• Any HMO reform should 
include a 90-day cancellation 
notice, more than a seven day 
limit to external appeal for treat­
ment, and should give citizens 
the right to sue In the event of 
negligence. HOA favors the House 
HMO reform bill vs. the Senate 
version. which they say was dic­
tated by HMOs. 

• Cleaner diesel fuel and alter­
native fuel for all vehicles Is 
called for. and HOA supports the 
1999 Brown Cloud Project being 
conducted by .the Maricopa Asso­
ciation of Governments. the 
regional planning group led by 
Valley mayors. 

• HOA would like to see the 
Sun Cities area have a voice In 
MAG. Sun Cities representatives 
are denied a vote at the MAG· 
table because the group Is sup­
posed to be made up of incorpo­
rated cities. 

"Even though we are wards of 
the cou nty. we are separate and 
distinct communities with our 
own boundaries," reads the 
statement. 

• HOA opposes legislative 
redistricting, fearing It would give 
the Sun Cities less legislative 
representation. 

• The proposed freeze of prop­
erty values for seniors Is strongly 
·encouraged. HOA would like to 
see any form of tax-relief for 
senior citizens. 

• An expansion In the number 

of members who sit on the three­
member Arizona Corporation 
Commission is encouraged. The 
commission has seen bitter In­
fighting and politicking between 
members. 

• "We are adamantly opposed 
to any sales or property tax dol­
lars being used to build more sta­
diums for the private sector.· 
directors said. 

• HOA Is against developers 
using scarce water to fill artificial 
lakes. 

"Continuous monitoring of 
water quality Is encouraged. 
There must be limited use of CAP 
water for Industrial cooling.· 
reads the statement. 

• HOA wants the legislature to 
pass "Shannon·s Law." a bill to 
Impose harsher penalties on 
those who fire guns In the air. 

The bill would make It a felony 
to discharge a firearm within a 
city or town with criminal negli­
gence. A conviction would carry 
four months lo two years In 
prison and a fine of up to 
$150.000. First lime offenders 
would be eligible for probation. 
Currently , the crime Is a 
misdemeanor. 

The bill Is named Shannon's 
Law In honor of Shannon Smith. 
a 14-year-old who was killed by a 
stray bullet while she was In the 
backyard of her Phoenix home 
last summer. It passed the Sen­
ate 27-2 Monday and now moves 
to the House for consideration. 
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DIX 
fix 
REPAIR JOB HAS 
HOLES: Sun City's 
walls will, not 
receive clean 
sweep 
GINGER SCOTT-EIDEN 
DAILY NEWS-SUN I - • And if we go inside and try to 

The Sun City Home Owners paint iriside people's walls, I 
Association has hit a snag in it's would anticipate there would be 
effort to clean, repair and pa.lJ:lt problems with that." he said. 
the walls lining one of the retire- "Unless someone can come up 
ment community's busiest with some other solution (the 
corridors. walls won't be painted)." 

HOA's beautification commit- HOA officials said they will 
tee had intended to improve the soon begin work along the east 
walls along 99th Avenue from side of 99th Avenue, which is 
Bell Road south to Olive Avenue. Quail Run, and along 99th and 
However. a section of the walls on 107th avenues and Union Hills 
the · west side of 99th Avenue Drive and Beardsley Road. 
south of Grand Avenue Is unable Workers have painted all of the 
to be painted, said Ed Anderson, Grand Avenue walls as well as 
committee co-chairman. those lining Bell Road and 99th 

That section was constructed Avenue north of Bell Road. More 
of a porous concrete block_tbat.Ja.. than 35 miles of wall have been 
extremely water logged and dirty 

1

. painted since work began in the 
and is unable to be painted over, fall. 
Ander~on said. • • : The project has been financed 

He said painting experts that I completely through donations 
assessed the repair work said the and volunteer help. 
wall would have to be cleaned, Anderson said the committee 
sealed and repaired on both sides plans to tackle the walls along 
for the paint to stick. Olive Avenue when more dona-

"Right now, It'll Just come right tions are received. 
off," Anderson said. For more Information call 

As a: result. Anderson said HOA at 977-7095. ' 
those sections of the wall will not Reporter Ginger Scott-Eiden can 
be painted. He said HOA would be reached by e-mail at 
need to get the approvai of all G i n g e r . S c o t t -
property owners along this sec- Eiden@thomnews.com or by call­
tion of the wall to be able to do ing 876-2522. 
the repairs on both sides. 



SC wall 
project 
proceeds 
Next phase to 
commence soon 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

A successful mail funding solici­
tation has resuscitated an ailing 
treasury and allowed the Su~ ~ity 
Home Owners Assoc1at1on 
Committee Beautification 
Committee to continue wi th the 
re painting and repairing of Sun 
C ity's m o re than 35 miles of 
perimeter walls. 

The committee was expected to 
award a contract for the next seg­
ment of wall painting last week. 
The next phase wi ll involve the 
repairing and repainting o f approx i­
mate ly 3.6 miles of wall at a cost of 
about $24,000, according to Blaine 
Donaldson., HOA president. 

The bulk of the new work will. 
done along 99th Avenue, Mr. 
Donaldson noted. "There will a lso 
be some work on a sectio n of west 
Union Hil ls Drive," he said. 

To date , the committee has 
expended abo ut $ 120,000 to repaint 
and repair the walls along Grand 
Avenue. Bell Road, 99th Avenue 
(from Be ll Road north), and Union 
Hills Drive. The project, which has 
been financed entirely by contribu­
tions, has been undertaken by 
A lbrecht & Sons painting contrac­
tors. 

Improving the appearance of the 
community's walls has been a 
Beautificatio n Committee priority 
for more than two years. 

The project stalled about a month 
ago for Jack of funds, but the contri­
bu tio ns received throug h this 
sp ring 's mail solicitation has pro-

See ■ WALL, Page 10 
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1 
vidcd an infus ion of needed funds. 

"Basically. what we are going to 
be doing is using up the majority of 
the money we have left," Mr. 
Do naldson said. 

" Most o f the money we have 
came from the mail solicitation we 
did this spring in conjunction with a 
membership drive," he continued. 
"That brought in ahout $20.000. It 
was very successful drive. We also 
added :100111 2.000 new members. 

A lthough residents of Sun City 
have been quite generous with 
donations, the business community 
has lagged behind, Mr. Donaldson 
remarked. 

" We still have had little success 
in attracting bus iness cont ribu­
tions." he said. 

A greater e mphasis w ill be 
placed 0 11 soliciting business contri ­
butions whe n the effort resumes in 
the fa ll. according to Mr. 
Donaldson. 

''After we finish th is portion of 

'' We still have had little 
success in attracting 

business contribwions. 

Blaine Donaldson 

the project. we will lay low for the 
rest of the summer and in the fa ll we 
wi ll go out and make some per~onal 
calls on businesses." he said. 
"Sending a letter j ust doe~ not seem 
to get the respon~e. We .need to 
make personal contact. ' ' 

Contributions may be made to the 
Sun City Homeo,vners Association 
Foundatio n. I 040 I \V. Coggin, 
Ave .. Sun C ity. t\Z 85351. The 
foundation was establ ished to 
encourage donation~ for the wall 
project. Contribution~ to the foun­
datio n are tax-deductible. 
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Condo groups learning to standardize rules 
By Jim Gintonio 

The Arizona Republic 

It seemed like a good idea 
at the time. 

The Del Webb Corp. would 
build a few duplexes or a row 
of four to six condos, and 
presto, another homeowners 
association was born. The 
practice never stopped, and 
today, Sun City has almost 
400 condominium associa­
tions, many with their own 
rules and quirks. 

Joe Moore, chairman of the 

Condominium Homeowners 
Association, thinks it's time 
tl)at all the separate groups 
updated their codes, cove­
nants and restric tions. To 
date, about 50 associations 
have complied. 

Moore said that there re­
ally was no game plan in 
place during the construction 
boom. 

"The Home Owners Associ­
ation has been able to get the 
Phase 1, 2 and 3 homeowners 
to amend their CC&Rs to give 
HOA the authority to enforce 

the housing codes, age over­
lays and things like that," 
Moore said. "My project with 
the condo group is to have all 
of them update theirs. \Ve 
may have 200 versions. Some 
of them have never been 
touched." + 

The condo owners group is 
service-oriented, helping to 
organize associations and 
help them run effectively. 
Moore said his organization 
wants to help the individual 
associations tailor the CC&Rs 
to their situations. 
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Wall proje~t nearing 
65 percent cotnpletion 
Next phase to start this week 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Work is expected to begin this 
week on the next phase of the Sun 
City wall project. 

"A ($24,329.40) contract has 
been awarded for 3.6 miles of 
work," said Blaine Donaldson. pres­
ident of the Sun City Home Owners 
Association. " I expect them to start 
the cleaning process this week and 
they are expected to be done by 
early August." Albrecht & Sons 
painting contractors has been per-
forming the work. . 

The next phase of work will 
include cleaning the existing white 
wall-along 99th Avenue and repaint­
ing it the new color, oyster. The job 
a lso will include cleaning and 
repainting: the south side of Union 
Hills DrLve, from 107th Avenue to 
the community limits; the south side 
of Beardsley Drive, from 99th 
Avenue east to Sun City's limits; the 
south side of Beardsley, from 99th 
to I 07th avenues; the east side of 
107th Avenue, from Bearsdley to 
Union Hills and a block and half 
section at the entrance to Quail Run 
on Alabama. 

"When this is completed, approx­
imately 65 percent of the walls that 

were planned to be repainted will 
have been done," Mr. Donaldson 
said. "The balance of the walls will 
be painted when money is available. 
This wi ll just about clean out the 
account. 

The committee has expended 
more than $ 130,000 to repaint and 
repair the walls a long Grand 
Avenue. Bell Road. 99th Avenue 
(from Bell Road 11011h) and Union 
Hi lls Drive. The project has been 
fin anced entirely by contributions, 
mostly from residents. 

Although the residents of Sun 
City have been quite generous with 
donations. the business community 
has lagged behind, Mr. Donaldson 
commented. 

"We sti ll have had little success 
in allracting business contribu­
tions," he said. 'The Beautification 
Committee plans to make personal 
visitations o n .businesses in 
October. 

"Sending a leller just does not 
seem to get the response," he con­
tinued. "We need to make personal 
contact.'' 

Improving the appearance of the 
community 's 35 miles of perimeter 
walls has been a Beautification 

Committee priority for more than 
two years. 

" It has been a major project," Mr. 
Donaldson said. " I have been very 
pleased that we have been able to 

get this much done this fas1.·· 
Contributions to the wall project 

may be made to the Sun City 
Ho meowners Association 
Foundation. 10401 W. Coggins 

Ave.. Sun City . . AZ 8535 1. The 
Foundation was established to 
encourage donations for the wall 
project. Contributions to the 
Foundation are tax-deductible. 

(HOA) 
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!P;.nel named 
• ·~to review 

; homeowners 
j associations 
5 

PROPERTY 
RIGHTS: -TWO Sun 
Citians named to 
legislative group 
ED BAKER and BRUCE ELLISON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

l akers announced 
State a~ f legislative 

the formation o a will 
·ttee Thursday that 

~~~ays to protect the prop~ 
erty rights ~f homeowners asso 

Blaine 
Donald- ­
son. presi­
dent of the 
Sun City 
H o m e 
owners' 
Associa­
tion; Rob­
ert Pogr-
und, a Sun Donaldson 
City home-

. and Scott Higginson, the owner, ta1 
vice president of govemmen 
affairs for Del Webb Corp .. were 

ciations' residents. d Del 
Two Sun Citian~ ~ . a Sen 

Webb executive will JOlD d 
Tom Freestone, R-tMt esRa~M:1a 

named to the commit~ee. . 
Donaldson said this rooming 

that he was asked by Senat~ 
President Brenda Burns o 
Glendale to serve on the group 
because the Sun City HO~ rules 
haven't been controversial, as 

Marilyn Jarre . . . 
Rep. 10-person committee 
on ~ed to host at least four 
expec e . s throughout the 
public heanng t·ngs are 

t t Those mee i 
~~e~ted to begin in late July or 

earirte1r:e1~ will be in the West 
Valley. 

others have. 
·our CC&Rs are much more 

see PaDel set, A5 

From A1 

o.n the front windows. 
"In fact, they've already asked 

me to send then a .copy of our 
restrictions to look at." 

Jarrett said that ·more and 
more we'-re fmding that people 
are moving into homeowner asso­
ciations without really looking at 
the agreements," a reference to 
r.ommunity bylaws which home 
buyers in homeowners associa­
tions are required to sign. 

Those agreements also are 
known as CC&Rs, for conditions, 
covenants and restrictions. 

In the Sun Cities, they are 
imposed both by original deed 
from Del Webb Corp., .and for 
some property by a multiplicity of 
condominium assocaitions. 

In Sun City, newly revised 
CC&Rs were· approved by a 

majority of homeowners over the 
last two years; those restrictions 
now are enforced by the Sun City 
Home Owners Association. 

In Sun City West. the Property 
Owners and Residents Associa­
tion investigates allegations . of 
violations of deed covenants, but 
turns the matter over to the Rec­
reation Centers for legal 
enforcement. 

Curtis Ekmark, a Scottsdale 
attorney and member of the Com­
munity Associations Institute's 
legislative action wing, and Jay 
DiBenardo, president of Home­
owners Supporting Homeowners 
in Associations, also were 
appointed to the committee. 

"We've challenged the politi­
cians and they came forward," 
DiBenardo said. "But without the 
homeowners there (at the meet­
ings) nothing will get done. We 
can't fight their battle if they 

don't go." 
Ekmark said he hopes to bring 

balance to the committee. The 
problems with homeowners asso­
ciations have been greatly exag­
gerated, he said. 

'There are 10,000 associations 
in Arizona," Ekmark said. "If you 
have 400 people complaining, 
that's not bad odds." 

Homeowners associations have 
become increasingly popular in 
the Valley. Most cities require 
them in new developments. The 
newest Del Webb community, · 
Sun City Grand in Surprise, has 
one master association, and rules 
that appear more strict than 
those the developer imposed on 
its earl ier age-restricted 
communities. 

In Peoria and Surprise, many 
new developments also have 
homeowner associations that 
manage such things as pocket 

parks and drainage basins which 
developers are required to install. 

Ire over the groups has grown 
in the past several years as dis­
gruntled homeowners find they 
have no place to tum for help 
when they feel wronged by the 
associations' leadership. Courts 
are often unreceptive to their 
claims because associations are 
based on contractual agreements 
home buyers sign. 

The committee's organization 
had been delayed numerous 
times since Freestone first prom­
ised to address the issue last 
October, prompting skepticism 
about whether it would have any 
effect from resider1ts angry with 
their homeowners associations. 
Legislators estimate they have . 
received at least 500 complaints 
about associations from 
constituents. 
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HOfileowners 
association 
ref Orm-seekers 
gain ground 
HOT TOPIC: 
Meeting slated from 
1 to 3 p.m. Sept. 28 
at Bell Recreation 
Center in Sun City 
ED BAKER 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

A groundswell of residents 
demanding homeowners associa­
tion reform has turned an issue 
mal)y lawmakers once considered 
·a nuisance into a top legislative 
priority, observers say. 

Those such as state Sen. To~ 
Smith, R-Phoenix, who once op­
posed new laws dealing \vith 
homeowners associations, now 
firmly supports adopting mea­
sures to ensure residents are 
treated fairly. 

· Why the change? The sheer 
number of people complaining 
and their horror stories, Smith 
said. 

"I was absolutely astounded by 
the things people were talking~ 
about at that last meeting " 
Smith said, referring to a public 
healing last week on homeowners 
associations. "The· crux of the 

matter Is that these homeowner 
associations can fine you and 
then put a lien on your house. 
Some of it is unconstitutional." 

Legislators leading the reform 
drive said the number of resi­
dents pleading for help with 
unchecked associations may 
make this one of the biggest 
Issues - In terms of the number 
of people contacting lawmakers 
- the Senate and House has 
faced in several years. 

Sen. Tom Freestone, R-Mesa. 
has received more than 1,200 e­
mails from homeowners through­
out the state since he publicly 
stated he would be establishing a 
legislative committee to examine 
the issue. His executive assistant 
said she can't recall a subject 
that has led to more telephone 
calls from constituents asking for 
help. 

By the time the six meetings 
for public testimony - one from 
1 to 3 p .m. Sept. 28 at Bell Rec­
reation Center In Sun City - are 
completed, Freestone predicted 
disgruntled residents will hav~ 
made reformers out of several 
more lawmakers. Th~ meetings 

see HOA reronners, A5 

nom A1 
al the s tale I louse and Senate. 

Indeed, the prospect did look 
dim. With Freest.one set lo retire 
from the Senate In December and 
become a Mesa justice of the 
peace. many quesl101~ed ~ ho 
would take up the fi~ht tor relonn 
of homeowners associations. 
Those such as commlllee mem­
bers Rep. Marilyn Jarrell. R­
Mesa. and Rep. Wes Marsh . R­
Scotlsdale. may step up. said 
Mesa acllvlsl Pal HarulT. 

danger. said Jay DIBenardo. a 
legislative commlllee member. 

But Burns, who Is lra\'ellng In 
Hawaii and was unavailable for 
comment this week. ls apparently 
clrn11gln/! course. Some Senate 
staff members claim !he Issue Is 
close lo the hearts of conserva­
Uves who value the personal free­
doms and liberties many home­
owners assoc i atio ns a re 
supposedly laking a,,·ay. 

are expected lo draw huge 
crowds. 

. "I think commit lee members 
wlll be floored by lit• e stories they 
hear." Freestone sale\. 

Bul those close t.o the Issue 
said continued pressure by 
alfecled residents. I:, needed lo 
ensure that any reforms pro­
posed by the leglsla live commit­
tee are passed lnlo la w. · 

lt was widely beli,eved among 
the public and many leglslall~e 
watchdogs that J• reestone s 
Interim committee would be 
nothing more than a ,dead end for 
dlsgrunlled residents of commu­
nities overseen by homeowners 
associations. The tall, In pollUcal 
circles was thal the committee 
would lake testimony and then 
be slo'pped by ant1-refonn forces 

•w e·re hopeful ," Haruff said. 
"We're nol Rolng lo shut up Ut~lll 
they (legislators) do something. 

It's that determined alUtude of 
angry homeowners U1at appears 
lo be so elTecllve. ll was well­
known that Senate President 
Brenda Burns. R-Glendale. did 
nol su.pporl homeowners associa­
tion reform - which put any 
chance for change in grave 

Wherea·s most of U1e noise has 
been coming from disgruntled 
residents. groups that support 
homeowners associations are 
rumored to be ctrcll11g the wag­
ons. Curlis Ekmark. a committee 
member and lobbyist for the 
Community Associations lnsll­
tule. a national association agen­
cv. has said he's disappointed the 
testimony al conunlllee hearings 
h as been mos tl y against 
associations. 
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HOA undertakes charitable program 
SUN CITY: Organization 
will fund property cleanup 
for homeowners in need 
HAYLEY RINGLE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City Home Owners Association 
has allocated $5,000 for a clean-up fund to 
help people who are physically or financially 
unable to comply with the conditions, cove­
nants and restljctions of Sun City. 

Only jobs under $500, such as cleaning 
up a yard or minor paint work. will be con­
sidered, said Jerry Swintek. acting chairman 
of the HOA's Land Use Committee. 

'This is something that's been needed for 
a while,· said HOA President Blaine Donald­
son. "We now have the authority to do il. • 

The work will be done for free for those 
who are found to be physically or financially 
unable to clean up their yards. If the resi­
dent simply refuses to do the work and is 
financially able to take care of the violation. 
a bill will be sent to the house and the home 

owner will be responsible for paying. said 
Swintek. who voted for the fund at Tuesday·s 
monthly HOA meeting. 

Donaldson said. 

"If they don't come to us and appeal, we 
are allowed to do that," said Swintek, who 
has been working in conjunction with Dan 
Curtis, the HOA"s lawyer from Dyekman, 
Curtis and Cohen in Scottsdale. 

The bulk of the problems come from the 
people who do not live here full time and do 
not have someone working on their yard 
when they are away, Swintek said. 

"If somebody's got enough money to have· 
two homes, they should have enough money 
to keep their yard looking nice when they're 

Homeowners will be given the time to 
respond and clean up their properties, but if 
nothing is done, the HOA will contract some­
one to do the work. If a bill is sent and not 
paid, the HOA can put a lien on the house, 

gone," Swintek said. • 
Also at the meeting, HOA decided to · 

spend $1,000 for the emergency beacon 

project, which originally included 
selling 911 switches to homeown­
ers who would have to install 
them. 

Under the new program, a spe­
cial light bulb capable of flas~g 
on and off without costly rewiring 
would be availble to homeowners 
for emergency situations. The 
light bulb will aid emergency 
vehicles to easily find the house 
or condominium that has called 
for help, said HOA Director Gerry 
Unger. 

see HOA programs, A5 . 

The special light bulb will be 
available at several locations 
around Sun City, including the 
HOA office, with a donation of $5, 
and has a 2,000 hour guaranteed 
life span. 

The $1,000 will be used to buy 
the light bulbs. 

"Everybody I've talked to 
thinks it's a good idea.· said 
Unger , who stressed purchasing 
the light bulbs are completely 
mandatory. 

Hayley Ringle can be reached 
by e-mail at hringle@aztrib.com or 
by calling 876-2519. 
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Man cited for threatening HOA 
3ACKLASH: Sun Citian 
·ails at group's attempt 
o get him to comply with 
~C&Rs 

AYLEY RINGLE 
~IL Y NEWS-SUN 

Morton Reich of Sun City was cited 
uesday with a Class 1 misdemeanor by 
1e Maricopa County Sheriffs Office after 
1reatening the Sun City Home Owners 
.ssociation. 

The HOA is · seeking legal action 
gainst the 59-year-old for a peeling roof 
t 10240 W. Pleasant Valley Road, after 
::veral years of sending him letters ask-
1g for compliance with the conditions, 
:-ivenants and restrictions imposed by 
:1.e HOA. The proposed complaint 
gainst Reich is expected to be filed in 
uperior Court by the end of the week. 

When contacted by a Daily News-Sun 
·porter, Reich made numerous refer­
:i.ces to the April 19 Ventana Lakes 
hooting at a homeowners association 
1eeting and said he thinks HOA "is 
Jcking their nose where they don't 
elong." 

·1 wish I had a gun or a bomb," said 
:eich, a resident since 1972. ·r don't like 
:-i be told or ordered what to do." 

MCSO Deputy Bert Rowe gave Reich a 
riminal citation Tuesday for the threat­
ning remarks, and Reich will have to go 
:-i court within the month to plead his 
ase. 

"'\J.J.: are taking this very seriously," 
:owe said. "That kind of idle threat 
oesn't go very far. Anytime anybody 

-,akes a threat to harrn anybody, it's a 
:J.isdemeanor." · 

Because of the threats, Ed McCrea, 
i ce president of the HOA, said he will 
tsk the Sheriffs Posse of Sun City to 

drive by the HOA office to make sure the 
HOA employees are unharmed. 

·we get a lot of these calls." Rowe 
said. "However, this is different because 
(Reich) is alluding to a homicide.· 

This is the second homeowner the 
HOA has taken legal steps to seek an 
injunction against after years of non­
compliance. HOA filed a request for an 
injunction May 24 against Jerry and 
Persida Champagne. and are awaiting a 
preliminary court hearing. 

Burton Cohen of Dyekman. Curtis ~ 
and Cohen is handling the Reich case for 
HOA. The firm is also representing HOA 
in the Champagne ·case. The complaint 
costs about $500 to file, and McCrea 
said he hopes to recover the fees from 
the homeowners. 

"We are trying our best to clean up 
the houses (in Sun City)," McCrea said. 
"This seemed to be one of the worst." 

Reich's neighbors said they are tired 
of looking at the peeling shingles and 
broken-down cars in the carport, and 
are glad something is finally being done. 

"I think they ought to demolish the 
place," said neighbor Ted Reid, a resi­
dent for 10 years. "I gave up eight years 
ago trying to get him to fix his place." 

His wife, Ruth, . said she "thinks he 
just doesn't care." 

Reich said he doesn't want to foe his 
roof because it doesn't give him any 
problems. 

"It looks awful, I agree, but I'm not 
going to do anything (to fix it)," said 
Reich; who moved here with his parents. 
who passed away in the 1980s. "Person­
ally I think Sun City stinks." 

Reich wouldn't comment on whether 
fmancially he can afford to fix the roof, 
but did say he would allow someone to 
fix it for· him if they paid for it. 

"The HOA, they think they're 

see Residem rails, A5 

MOWE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Morton Reich of Sun City, who gets his mail Tuesday, 
says his home on Pleasant Valley Road needs a new roof, 
but he says he won't pay for it. Sun City Home Owners 
Association plans to file a complaint against him later this 
week for violating the community's conditions, covenants 
and restrictions. 
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somebody. and the rec center. ... " 
said Reich , who admitted he 
stopped paying h is recreation 
assessment fees after his parents 
passed away. He is unemployed 
and said he hasn·t had a job for 
10 years. 

Monica Staab, supervisor in 
RCSC membership office. con­
firmed he hasn't paid any recre­
ation fees since 1988. 

Ma1jorie Deur, a neighbor for 
19 years, said she wishes Reich 
would fix his roof. 

"It spoils the neighborhood.· 
she said. "Why should we have 
this junky stuff in the neigbor­
hood? I just wish he would clean 
the place up." 

Reich stores two broken-down 
cars in the carport that are cov­
ered in tarps and have flat tires. 

He said he regrets moving to 
Sun City but has no plans of 
moving elsewhere. 

"The biggest mistake I ever 
made was coming out to this hell 
hole," said Reich. who moved to 
Arizona from the Bronx in New 
York City. 
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Beacon 
of light 
Flashing bulbs 
can help during 
local emergencies 
By JULI NESSETT 
Independent Newspapers 

A simple beacon of light can do 
mure than jusl light up the yard al 
night. ii may also help save some­
one ·s life. 

The Sun City I lomc (h ners 
Association ·s long-range planning 
committee and transportation com­
mittee have joined forces to pro­
mote a community project 
designed to offer assistance lo 
police, fire and medical personnel 
during a n emergency. 

The association's board of direc­
tors last week sel a,ide i 1,000 to 
kick off its new emergency light 
beacon project. 

The beacon, a light bulb manu­
factured by Response Technology 
Corporation. can serve a, a regular 
porch light if turned on once. 

Bui once the light is quickly 
turned on, off and on again. ii 
begins to nash. The nashing porch 
light, officials believe. will make it 
ea,in for police. fi re or medic;i l 
pcr\01111l:l lo I ind a pa, licular home. 

The bulb fits in a regular light 
socket and will last an average of 
2,000 hours. 

"We started talking about this 
and talking about coming up with 
some type of an emergency call 
system so that when Posse mem­
bers, the fire department or para­
medics are out answering a 9 11 
call, they could identify a house 
more quickly if (the house) had a 
nashing light or sorhething out­
side," said HOA President Blaine 
Donaldson. 

"They found a switch that would 
do that but the switches were fairly 
expensive and also required some 
rewiring. A friend of Gerry Unger 's 

It will sa\'e the 
Posse and the fire 

department and the 

paramedics from 
driving around. 

told him about a light bulb he knew 
about and that's how we ended up 
with the beacon," he said. 

Although there is no charge for 
the beacons. HOA is asking for a $5 
contribution. which wi ll allow HOA 
to continue purchasing more bulbs. 

The project is strictly voluntary 
and the hulbs will be on display al 
the upcoming HOA general meeting 
Oct. 13. The bulbs will also be on 
display at upcoming fairs so resi­
dents can become aquainted with 
the beacon. 

The Sheriff's Posse and Sun Cilv 
Fire Department will also maintai~ 
an inventory of the bu lbs. 

Mr. Donaldson believes the bea­
cons wi ll cut down on emergency­
response times. 

" It will save the Posse and the fire 
department and the paramedics 
from driving around. Some of the 
house numbers are not easily seen 
from the street and if there is a 
nashing light on the front porch or 
back porch. whatever the case mav 
be, it will make the response tim~ 
much. much quicker,'' he said. 

Many residents of Sun City We~t 
have had a similar feature for year~. 
Switches were installed in manv 
Sun City West homes as they wer~ 
built. 

According to Mr. Donaldson. the 
Sheriff's Posse and fire department 
of Sun Cit) \Ve~t think the beacon~ 
arc a trcmcndou, a~~et. 
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HOA establishes home clean-up fund 
Money to be used to clean, repair unkempt property 
By JULI NESSETT 
Independent Newspapers 

In an effort to keep Sun City 
looking clean and beautiful, the 
Sun City Home Owners 
Association has put aside $5,000 of 
its own money to help residents 
who are financially unable to keep 
up the appearance of their homes. 

A $5,000 fund has been estab-

lished in order to assure that peo­
ple, no matter their financial status, 
can maintain their property so it 
will meet with recently adopted 
covenant and deed restrictions. The 
board approved establishment of 
the fund at its September meeting. 

"This is something that we've 
been talking about for some time 
and with the new covenant and 
deed restrictions this year we 

thought it would be a good time to 
kick off the program," said Blaine 
Donaldson, president of HOA. 

"Most of the people can afford to 
do their own clean up but there are 
a few residents here in Sun City 
that just can ' t afford to maintain 
their property in the manner which 
they would like to and which would 
meet with the conditions of the 
deed restrictions," he said. 

This led to the decision to set up 
this revolving fund funded by a 
grant from HOA itself. 

"It 's so we have money available 
in case somebody cannot afford to 
clean up their property," said Mr. 
Donaldson. 

HOA has taken a strong stance 
on enforcing the new deed restric­
tions. Mr. Donaldson says HOA 
will use the money to do whatever 
it takes to bring a home in compli­
ance with deed restrictions. 

"That fund wi ll a lso be used if 
somebody should need to clean up 
their property and refuse to do so. 
We have authority under the new 
covenant and deed restrict ions to 
hire somebody to go in and do the 
clean up and then of course bi ll the 
property owner for it,'" said Mr. 
Donaldson. 

In the past, HOA enlisted volun­
teers to help homeowners who 

couldn' t afford to clean up thei1 
unkempt properties. 

Mr. Donaldson said using volun­
teers, however, presented a variet) 
of liability issues. 

"This gets into a very touch) 
area as far as liability. especially i 
one of the volunteers would ge 
hurt working or something lik, 
that. 

"By doing it the way we have i 
set up, we' ll be protecting the vol 
unteers. It just seems to be a mor 
satisfactory way to do it." 
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Hearings show 
Sun City group's · 
problems minimal 
SUN CITY HOME 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION: 
President Blaine 
Donaldson says nation's 
largest HOA has least 
complaints against it 
HAYLEY RINGL.E 
D1'1L Y NEWS-SUN 

The number of Sun Cilians complain­
ing aboul homeowners associalions 
don'l slack up to those who have griev­
ances with HOAs in olher communities, 
Sun City I IOA President Blaine Donald­
son said Tuesday. 

At a meeting of the local HOA. 
Donaldson, who has participated In four 
state hearings concerning homeowners 
associations. said, "In proportion to the 

1 number of residential areas that are In 
Sun City, there aren't any problems. And 
to my knowledge we're the largesl HOA 
in the United States, as far as I'm aware 
of: 

In Sun City. there are more than 
27.000 Iesidential units - including 
houses and condominiums - and the 
HOA has taken legal action against two 
homeowners in the last three years, 

t since Donaldson has been on the board. 
There have been four slate hearings 

this year. the last in Sun City on Sept. 
; 28. Four more are scheduled. The major­

ity of complaints have come in areas 
that have strict conditions, covenants 
and restrictions, or from areas with 
Developer Control Associations - devel­
opments the developer controls until 

such time as a cerlaln percentage of the 
lots are built on. 

"There was an area in Scottsdale 
where the CC&Rs dictated what color 
the house and roof had lo be. what kind 
of trees and bushes should be planted in 
the front and back yard and what style 
and make of patio furniture the home­
owner was allowed lo have. - said 
Donaldson Olher complaints were from 
citizens angry their HOA does not hm·e 
public 111crtl11~s. new ho111eow11ers nut 
receiving lheir copy of lhe CC&Rs until 
months afler they've moved i11 and the 
CC&Rs being loo lengthy. wordy and 
hard to understand, Donaldson said. 

He said one CC&R document he 
looked al was 64 pages of small, single­
spaced type. Sun Cily's CC&Rs are six 
pages long. 

Donaldson said most of the meetings 
have been longer than two hours, with 
about 30 to 40 people testifying each 
lime and almost as many turning in 
w1ilten testimony. And not everyone Is 
complaining. he said. 

"A tremendous amount are supportive 
the HOAs are taking action," Donaldson 
said. 

While he would not speculate on the 
outcome of the meetings, Donaldson said 
he Is confident it will be positive. The 
group has until Dec. 31 to forward its 
report to the governor. the president of 
U1e Senate and the speaker of the House. 
he said. 

"It's interesting and I think It will be 
rewarding,· Donaldson said. 

The next public hearing is Nov. 9 at 
U1e Gilbert Library in Gilbert. 

For information. call the HOA al 
972-5954. 
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HOA doles out 1nformat1on 
HOUSEKEEPING: ... I 
Annual meeting 
includes changes for 
upcoming season 
HAYLEY RINGLE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

/\bout 85 Sun City residents 
were treated to free food, enter­
tainment and a wealth of knowl­
edge Friday as the Sun City 
Home Owners Association hos ted 
its annual meeting al Lakeview·s 
Social I !alls l and 2. 

I IOA President Blaine Donald­
son reviewed what HOA and Its 
conuniltees have done over the 
past year and board members 
discussed upcoming news. 

I IOA and its committees have 
implemented the following things 
this year: 

• The Land Use Committee 
enforced the condillons, cove­
nants and restrictions and nled 
injunctions against two home­
owners. 

• T h e E n v ironmenta l / 
Consumer Protection Committee 
implemented the Emergency Bea­
con Light Program to ma ke avail­
able. for a $5 donallon. porch 
lights that flash when turned on 
and off twice. 

• The Beautification Commit­
tee contracted out to paint miles 
of walls in Sun City using more 
than $ 130,000 in donations. 

• The Long Range Planning 
Commlltee helped implement the 
emergency after-hours Sun Cities 
Area Transit service that picks up 
residents from the hospital who 
don't have a ride home. 

Lucille Corkrey. chairwoman of 
the Nominating and Elections 
Committee, announced the can­
didates for the three board posi­
tions open In December. They a re 
Alfred Bratton. a World War II 
Marine pilot and retired mechani­
cal engineer, Floyd Brown, a 
Navy veteran and retired engi­
neer, Waldo · Smith. a Sun City 
PRJDES member and retired head 
receiver for a hardware and lum­
ber company and Gordon Rosier, 
a Navy veteran and retired 
English and business teacher. 

Anyone who wants to iun for 
the board can still apply, she 
said. Contact the HOA office at 
974-4718 for infonnation. 
· Elvera Anselmo, from the s late 

MOl.UE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Herb Blumenthal, left, and Lee Votava listen while candidates for the 
Sun City Home Owners Association board read their qualifications 
during the group's annual meeting Friday afternoon. 

Attorney General's Office, dis­
cussed consumer fraud, the most 
common complaints lo the office 
and common senior scams. 

"A good scam plays on your 
emotions and fears," Anselmo 
said. "Scams will also change. So 
be careful and aware." 

Members of the audience were 
allowed to ask questions:Some of 
the questions concerned replac­
ing the grass In the medians with 
gravel, pulling up street lights on 
Bell Road and eliminating steel 
pla tes on roadways after street 
work has been done. 

Donaldson encouraged resi­
dents to call HOA with any com­
plaints. since those are forwarded 
lo the county or a committee who 
can handle the problem. 

Nancy Gllliam, Sen. J on Kyl's 
senior r epresentative. spoke 
about concerns she has dealt 
with since coming lo the HOA 
office. She Is available lo any res­
idents who have federal problems 
or questions on the second 
Wednesday of each month from 
10 a.m. to noon. 

The next HOA general meet.Jog 
Is at JO a.m. Nov. 14. 
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G17oup tests its teeth on initial cleanup 
·SUN CITY HOME 
OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION: 
Official and 
neighbors agree -
yard looks a lot 
better, and it's long 
overdue 
HAYLEY RINGLE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Eleanor Mack can fmally look 
out her back window without 
cringing at the overgrown mess 
that was her neighbor's yard. 

The house in the 10500 block 
of Kingswood Circle in Sun City 
is the first house the Sun City 
Home Owners Association had 
cleaned up in connection with its 
new cleanup fund. The trees and 
bushes were overgrown, some 
were dying, and the yard was 
unkempt and needed a trimming, 
Mack said. 

"l thought they really did a 
good job," she said. 

Mack, a resident of Sun City 
since April, called the house the 
neighborhood eyesore: "The trees 
were all dead and it was a total 
mess. We were going to plant 
some stuff in 
there s o we .---....,--. 
couldn't see it." 

Ed McCrea. 
vice president 
of the HOA and 
the chairman of 
the Land Use 
Committ e e , 
said the clean­
up cost $670. 
The bill will be 
sent to the 

Mack 

homeowner, who supposedly lives 
in California, McCrea said. 

The house only has an old car 
with four flat tires in the carport, 
but the HOA can't do anything 
about that. 

"We can't touch the junk car 
or do anything to the house.·· 

McCrea said. "We could only 
clean up the yard. And you 
couldn't even see the front of the ' 
house." 

The HOA has been trying for 
years to get the homeowner to 
clean up the property. So they 
decided to get a contractor to do 
the work instead. 

Mack said the new look is a 
big improvement. 

"It is so much better," said 
Mack, who added she wrote a let­
ter to the editor expressing her 
t hanks. " It was really 
depressing." 

Ann Swari has been driving 
past the house for two years and 
said that the change looks nice. 

"It looks better than before," 
said Swari, who thought someone 
had moved into the house. "We 
were curious to what was going 
on." 

Cory Perdams lives right in 
back of the house and said the 
overgrowth was so bad, all she 
could do was sit back and watch 

- --- - -
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This yard in the 10500 block of Kingswood Circle is in stark contrast to its appearance before HOA hired a 
contractor to remove the dead and overgrown foliage, the first such action by the homeowners group. The 
bill will be sent to the owner in Californ ia. 
it die. 

"We were delighted when it 
was finally cleaned up," said Per­
dams, a resident for three years. 
"It's much better, even with 

everything cut down. When they 
clean things up, it's to every· 
body's advantage." 

McCrea has plans of having 
another house cleaned up next 

week. 
"I really think the world of 

HOA now that they have some 
teeth to get these things done," 
Mack said. 

- - --- ------ ---------- · 



Decreasin g 
ranks cor cern 
HOA boa d 
VOLUNTARISM : 
Lack of citizen 
participation 
addressed at 
meeting 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY tlEWS SUt~ 

Jj;fol 
The Sun City I lorne Own­

ers Association jol,;1ed the 
ranks of others in the com­

. munily concerned about the 
decreasing spirit of volunla ­

. rism In Sun City. 

Musi of I h e discussion 
during I IOA's board meeting 
Tuesday centered on the 
declining number of volun­
teers in the co111111unlly, and 
wha'l. local organizations a re 
doing lo combat the growing 
problem. 

··w e a re quit e coneernecl · 
about the decline of volun­
teers 111 Sun Cily." [3ob l<or­
lrlghl. IIOA hoard member. 
said. "There was a co111111illee 
formed lo dis rnss the prob­
lem , a nd there a re a lot of 
good suggestions out there on 
what can be clone." 

The committee is made up 
of HOA members. lnlerfallh 
Services me mbe rs, libra ry 
me mbers and hospllal staff. 

'There were good sug_~es­
tlons coming from each of l he 
groups," l(orlright saicl. "We 
are all recognizing that there 
is a problem. We are all rec­
ognizing I hat if we work 
together, we·11 be better tha n 
working individually.· 

Gerry Unger. a b oa rd 
m ember who a lso a ttended 
the committee meeting, said 
he noted a number of volun­
teers gel bored in the same 
Job year a ft er year. 

" I think if the co111111unica­
llon slays open between a ll 
the groups. we will be able lo 
keep the volunteers from get­
ting bored." he said . "This 
way we can I raclc orf vol11n­
teers so people a ren 't doing 
the same type of Job all the 
time." 

sees wha t we do, we haven't 
ha d the problem." he said. 
"And I think that's something 
that needs to be done with a ll 
volunteers in the eomrnunily. 
We have lo show volunteering 
as a clearly defined job of 
great Importance." 

Board members a lso briefly 
talked about I IOA's recently 
released . 20-page book. "CAP 
Waler in Sun City." With ils 
publication. the organization 
a imed lo Inform residents of 
how the water can supple­
ment the dwindling drinking 
waler supply In the stale. All 
the board me111bers said they 
were In full support of I he 
book, and wanted· as m any 
community members as pos­
sible lo read it. 

The book Is available al a ll 
recreation cent ers. churches 
and libraries within Sun City. ,

1 The balance of Tuesday·s 
meeting primarily Involved 
housekeeping measures as 
I IOA una nl11101,1sly approved 
a ll motions on ils agenda. 

One of the five agenda 
Hems Involved allowing Bla ine 
Donaldson . fo rmer associa­
tion preslclenl. lo s it on the 
board In a non-vol Ing, advi­
sory capacity. Approval of lhe 
item meant a cha nge In the 
association's bylaws. as did 
the motion lo r ename the 
preside nt-elect posit ion to 
11rs l vice president. 

New business al the meet­
in g Invol ved t ra nsfe rring 
clean -up fund s from I IOA's 
account to the Fo11ndallon·s 
account. a move that would 
allow those funds earmarked 
for properly clean-ups lo be 
lax exempt. 

Also approved was a 
motion lo cha rge a set-up fee 
for use of llOA rooms hy 
groups nol a !Olla lecl with the 
association. The cha rge would 
be a $20 donation. 

Waldo Smllh. a long-lime 
m ember of the S un Clly 
PRIDES, said his organiza­
tion has been immune to the 
recent decline iq voh11ilecrs 
because lhc group is so 
visible. 

The final motion lo pass 
was ch anging II OA's legal 
ro11nsel lo a local firm . The 
assoc iati on is u s ing th e 
Scotts dal e firm Dyekman. 
Curlis & Cohen , which I IOA 
President Ed McCrea said has 
done a fine job. Bui the asso­
ciation moved to retain a local 
firm in ·th e hope it would 
command more respect from 
community residents. 

Jolin Solcolich can b e 
renched at /solcoliclt@a zlrib. 
com or at 876-2526. "I think because everybody 
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HOA, PORA provide contractor referrals 
SCAM PREVENTION: 
Reputable vendors 
endorsed by home­
owners groups 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Better Business Bureau has 
warned about potential scams when 
it comes to home improvements -
but what are residents to do when 
they need home repairs and don't 
want to get cheated? 

The answer is just a phone call or 
two away. The Sun City Home Own­
ers Association and the Sun City 
West Property Owners and Resi­
dents Association keep a list of rep­
utable local contractors. ranging 
from housekeepers to painters to 
plumbers. 

'This is a program that we·ve 
developed throughout the years," 
said lone Boynton of HOA. ·we have 
a list of 2.000 vendors i,n our pro­
gram ranging from everything from 
air conditioners to zoo information. 
The program gives residents confi­
dence when they hire someone, 
knowing that we recommend them.· 

HOA works closely with PORA on 
the program, Boynton said, there­
fore residents can call either organi­
zation to get an updated list of avail­
able vendors in the area. 

The service not only helps resi­
dents. but businesses also reap the 
benefits of being registered with 

HOA and PORA. 
But Tom Albrecht of Albrecht and 

Son Painting in Youngtown said res­
idents shouldn't just pick a name 
from the list and assume the com­
pany is reputable. Although his 
business has been listed \vith the 
organizations for the past 12 years. 
he said residents using the service 
should ask detailed questions 
before making their decision. 

"HOA has been very good to me." 
Albrecht said. '"And there are a lot of 
people in Sun City getting ripped off 
by people. so in that respect, the list 
is good. But a lot of the time, resi­
dents always go for the lowest bid­
der rather than who caz:i offer qual­
ity work." 

Albrecht said if residents con­
sider who offers the best service for 
the money, more people will be sat­
isfied with the work they pay for. 

And Boynton agreed that just 
because a vendor is on the list. it 
does not guarantee satisfaction. 

"Being on the list does not 
ensure that there won't be problems 
with one of them." Boynton said. 
"But residents know that the prob­
lem will be resolved by us. And if it's 
not resolved, then we will pull them 
from the list.· 

Ray Kirwan of PORA said every 
vendor on the list has been reviewed 
by the organizations to ensure their 
business practices are in good 
standing and people have been sat­
isfied ,vith their work. 

·we check them out ourselves." 
he said. "And then if we don't 
receive any complaints about the 
vendors we refer. we assume every­
thing is OK with them. If someone 
calls us and complains. we will 
check out what can be done to fix 
the situation.· 

The Better Business Bureau of 
Arizona advises seniors to err on the 
side of caution before hiring any 
home improvement personnel. spe­
cifically being leery of itinerant 
salesmen. which is where the HOA/ 
PORA program can help out. 

'The BBB recommends practicing 
caution when approached by door­
to-cloor home improvement contrac­
tors.· said Amy O'Brien of the BBB. 
"Many of them operate illegally and 
may try to take advantage of people, 
especially seniors.· 

Most often, according to data 
compiled by the BBB, home­
improvement scam artists target a 
specific location, then move from 
house to house offering their servic­
es. They usually ask for some 
money up front from each home 
approached, and then leave the area 
with the money. 

By not giving in to such sales 
pressure on the spot, the BBB 

· reports. residents will allow them­
selves the chance to research and 
choose a reputable company. 

"What (HOA and PORA) have are 
really great." Fern Evans of HOA 
said. "It really gives people the 

STEVE CHERNEK/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Tom Albrecht owns Albrecht and 
Sons painters based in Youngtown. 

opportunity to choose someone that 
won't try to cheat them.· 

The program is free and available 
to all residents of the Sun Cities, 
regardless of whether they are mem­
bers of HOA or PORA. HOA can be 
reached at 974-4718. PORA can be 
reached at 214-1646. 
John Sokolich can be reached at 
jsokolich@aztrib.com or at 876-2526. 
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HOA _struggles to fill board 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

With the national commu­
nity leaping to aid terrorist 
victims in any way possible, a 
lack of volunteers in another 
respect is plaguing the Sun 
Cities. 

Resuming business after 
the three-month summer 
break, the Sun City Home 
Owners Association turned 
its attention to elections 
Thursday, reporting that 
finding candidates for open 
seats on the board was a dif­
ficult task and community 
participation is at an a11-time 
low. 

"I think it's just ridicu­
lous," said Ed McCrea, HOA 
president. "In a community 
with 42,000 people we can 
only find five candidates for 
the board." 

Board member Bob Kor­
tright said in addition to hav­
ing a lack of candidates, vol­
untarism in Sun City also is 
low. 

"Unless this thing can be 
turned around, we are going 
to have to curtail some of our 
services," he said. "And in 
Sun City, which was founded 
on volunteers. it's obvious 
that something just ain't 
working here." 

Kortright said many local 
organizations have been 
studying the problem, but no 
hard -and-fast solution has 
been reached. He said 
although Sun City residents 

seem to lead active lives and 
tum out for national elec­
tions in record numbers, they 
choose not to volunteer as 
much nor have a strong vot­
ing record on local issues. 

Gerry Unger of the board 
agreed with Kortright and 
said the community has a 
voting record of 80 percent in 
national elections, but when 
it comes to local "issues it is 
considered a good year if 6 
percent of the population 
turns out. 

"The election system used 
to work better when we 
mailed people ballots, but 
that just isn't cost-effective 
anymore," )1e said. "With 
something like that, it is cost­
ing us $1 per vote, and we 
just can 't afford that 
anymore." 

Sun City residents can 
vote through absentee ballots 
or by going to a particular 
voting station. None of the 
voting, however, is done by 
mail. 

"If something isn't done 
about this, then we should 
scrap another election system 
and find a way to just 
appoint members," Kortright 
said. 

That idea was rejected by 
other board members, though 
many expressed their con­
cern that the election system 
does need some work. 

Although little other busi­
ness was discussed at the 
meeting, committee chairman 
gave several updates. 

In his report, Gordon Ros­
ier said there are many resi­
dents still working hard on 
shutting down sand and 
gravel operation in the Agua 
Fria basin. 

Ione Boynton, HOA execu­
tive secretary, also gave a 
report on a motion passed 
earlier in the year that asks 
for donations from groups 
who use the HOA offices for 
meetings. 

"I was told that putting a 
dollar figure in front of a 
donation will lead to a lot of 
tax problems," she said. "I 
think it's something we 
should get rid of, and I think 
I should return the money 
that we've already gotten in ... 

The board agreed unani­
mously with Boynton, and 
the donation was rescinded 
from all contracts for using 
HOA rooms. 

Thursday's meeting was 
considerably shorter than 
previous HOA · meetings 
because of the lull in activity 
in Sun City for the past few 
months. 

The meeting was originally 
scheduled for Tuesday, but 
was postponed because of the 
terrorist attacks in New York 
and Washington, D.C. Before 
Thursday's meeting started. 
Ed McCrea asked for a 
moment of silence for the 
victims. 

The next HOA meeting is 
10 a. m. Oct. 9 at the organi­
zation's offices on· Coggins 
Drive. 
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Home ·· 
Ow.ners 
group 
raises 
dues 
INCREASE: Singles 
bear brunt of first 
bLJmp in 8 years 

JOHN SOKOUCH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Trying to pull itself clear of the red, 
the Sun City Home Owners Associa­
tion on Tuesday approved raising 
annual dues beginning Jan. 1. 

Approximately 19,000 members 
will be affected by the increase of $3 
for single members and $2 for cou­
ples. The hike will raise the rates from 
$5 to $8 for singles and from $10 to 

·$12 for couples. . 
"We've been in the red for two years 

now," sald Ed McCrea, HOA president. 
"Our expenses are going up, our oper­
ations are going up and we just need 
the money to stay afloat." 

The motion to increase the dues 
was made by Director Ed Anderson, 
who sald the increase was discussed 
and mulled over for quite a while 
before an actual dollar figure was· 
agreed upon. The increase marks the 
first time in eight years that the HOA 
has increased its rates. 

Although the motion passed, it was 
opposed by Director Bob Kortright, 
who sald the board should work 
harder on trying to get new members 
rather than penalizing the current 
ones with higher fees. 

"I think there will be some people 
who don't want to pay the higher dues 
rates and stop their membership," he 
told the board. 

McCrea agreed that some people 
would probably drop· their member­
ships, but the increased revenue from 
the dues will make up for the few who 
decide to quit. 

"We need the money now," McCrea 
said. "We can't wait for other pro­
grams to get new members." 

A report by HOA Executive Director 
Ione Boynton earlier in the meeting 
showed that membership had 
dropped by about 900 this year. She 
attributed the drop to the number of 
new homeowners who are given a one­
year trial membership in the HOA but 
decline to renew. 

As a result, a second motion 
passed by the board Tuesday ended 
giving newcomers a free trial member­
ship and shifted efforts to holding 
monthly membership drtves. The goal 
of the motion, according to Director 
Fem Evans, is to boost the HOA's 
presence in the community and show 
residents the benefits of becoming 
members. 

The third motion the board passed 
will provide the HOA booklet, deed 
restrictions and volunteer form to all 
new residents moving into the com­
munity. The mailing has the same 
goal as the membership drtves, Evans 
said, and allows for a greater volun­
teer base, which many agencies report 
has been dwindling in Sun City for the 
past year. 

Board members have been working 
to increase the volunteer base in the 
community, with slow success, Kor-
tright said. . 

Other business discussed at the 
HOA meeting included an update ·on 
the Vulcan Matertals plant in El 
Mirage, which HOA has been fighting 
to close down. Director Gordon Rosier 
sald he is investigating proposing 
clean-air legislation to lawmakers next 
year. The legislation would severely 
impact the mining operations in the 
Agua Fiia River, he said. 

"We are trying to develop a clean­
air concept," he said. "We have a lot of 
support from residents in surrounding 
communities, and I think it's some­
thing that this area should show sup­
port for." 

Details of the clean-air legislation 
were not available. 
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Home Owners 
Association .raises 
membership dues 
First increase in eight ·years 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun City Home Owners 
Association board of directors 
voted last week to raise the 
organization's dues, effective 
Jan. 1. 

It is HOA's first dues 
increase in eight years. 

Dues for an individual will 
rise from $5 to $8 annually 
and the rate for couples will 
increase $2, from $10 to $12. 

"We have been in the red 
for two years," explained Ed 
McCrea, president of HOA's 
board of directors. 

"We are running pretty 
close to $20,000 in the hole," 

said Vice President Gerry 
Unger. 

"The last time we raised 
dues was 1993," Mr. McCrea 
said . . 

"Without the dues increase 
it will be difficult to continue 
operating," he added. 

"(HOA) is the best bargain 
in the world for what we do," 
Mr. Unger said. · 

HOA m~mbership is •down 
more than 900 from last year, 
according to lone Boynton, 
executive director. 

She explained that much of 
the decline w.as due to a purg-

ing of the membership rolls and 
deleting those who were not cur­
rent in their dues payment. 

HOA's curre11t membership 
includes about 5,000 individual 
members and 6,600 couples, 
according. to director Ed 
Anderson. 

Director Bob Kortright, who 
cast the lone dissenting vote, 
would prefer to see. HOA try 
some measures to increase 
membership, resulting in greater 
revenue, before raising dues. 

The board also approved a 
motion to eliminate the intro­
ductory six-month, free mem­
bership. 

The dues hike follows a simi­
lar action taken by Sun City 
West 's Property Owners and 
Residents Association board of 
directors, which approved a $2 
increase during its Sept. 25 
meeting. It was PORA's first 
dues increase in IO years. 

The increase, which takes 
effect Jan. I , raises the per 
household resident annual dues 
from $6 to $8. 
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Sun City voters reject Registry 
11% TURNOUT: 
Unofficial results 
indicate support 
of current policies 

JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City voters chose to 
keep lhe community's recre­
ation centers running in lhe 
same direction Tuesday, 
el ec ting candidates will;i 
views similar to the current 

board. 
Of the five members 

elected to the nine-member 
Recreation Centers of Sun 

, City board of directors. all 
came ,from the group that 
supports current board poli­
cies and were supported by 
the Concerned Residents of 
Sun City group. 

Winning three-year ·seats 
on the RCSC board are: Norm. 
Dickson with 3,035 votes. 
Doug "Bud" Hantke with 
2,873 and Jim Frederick wilh 
2,872 votes 

Taking one-year seats on 
the RCSC board are: Art Lit­
tle with 2,828 votes and Gene 
Zylstra with 2,785 votes. 

In the parallel Sun City 
Home Owners Association 
election, six candidates were 
vying for four three-year 
seats on the board. The HOA 
winners are: Marge Murphy 
with 2,565 votes. Jim Corco­
ran, 2,556; Phyllis Roach: 
2,463 and Arne Bidstrup. 
2. 191. 

Little said the board can 
get back to working for lhe 

community. 
"I greatly appreciate the 

vote," he said. "They made a 
statement on what they 
would like to see at the rec 
centers. This is a statement 
for lhe people of Sun City. 
They want progress. This is 
the group to do it." 

In the more hyped elec­
tion, 10 candidates were bid­
ding for five seats on the 
RCSC board. The election 
was one many officials called 
the most important in Sun 
City's history. 

Elected to HOA board: 

Bidstrup Corcoran Murphy 

With an average voter 
turnout for the previous three 
years of just less than 6 per­
cent in community elections. 
voters came out in force this 
year with nearly 11 percent 
casting votes - some 21 ,859 
selections on 4,629 ballots. 

Throughout the day, voting 
remained brisk at all commu­
nity polling stations, where 
the voting outcome favored 
the concerned r esidents· 
group by a margin of a little 
more than 2-1. 

Before the results were 

Roach 

announced, Little had said 
the election would determine 
if Sun Citlans want to niove 
forward or backward. 

"This election will deter­
mine it," he said. "If people 
want to keep moving ahead, 
they know who to vote for." 

This year's RCSC election 
came with one of lhe fiercest 
rivalries in the Cf)mmunity's 
41 -year history. 

1\vo groups of candidates 
faced off against each other: 

See 1l8/, tum out, A3 
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one running on the grounds of 
change, the other on the premise 
of keeping things moving ahead 
on the same track. · 

The heated contest raised 
awareness of the community elec­
tion, to the point of prompting 
some long-time residents to come 
to the polls after absences of sev­
eral years. 

without a prob­
lem, and then 
this year they 
tell me I can't. 
They complain 
that they don't 
get a good voter 
turnout and 
then they ban 
people from 
voting." 

RCSC bylaw 
Article 2, Sec­
tion Bl, states, 
"non-owners 

"I just came out t(? show that 
Sun City is doing the right thing 
and that the board should con­
tinue to do what they're ·doing." 
said Ronald Goldsmith, a seven­
year resident who hasn't voted 
since 1997. "We 

are not entitled to vote." The sec­
tion further states non-owners 
can have access to RCSC mem-

can either live in 
a nice commu­
nity or have one 
that gets run 
down to hell." 

'We got people to come 
out and vote. The issues 
brought people out to the 
voting booths. That's the 
important thing.' 

bership cards, 
but the privilege 
of voting will not 
be extended to 
them. 

Doris Wilken­
son came out to 
vote this year 
after a six-year 
absence. 

"It's been a 
while," she said. 
"But at least 

The election 
also had some 
problems with 
b r o k e n 
machines, but 

Nick Salamone t h e e n t i r e 
RCSC board candidate counting pro­

cess came 

this year there was an effort made 
to tell residents about the election 
rather than hiding it." 

Wilkenson said she was not 
going to announce who she was 
voting for, but she admitted she 
likes the way Sun City is making 
improvements for its membership. 

Election day was not without 
its hitches, though. 

Earl Wille, a Sun City resident 
for the past six years, was 
blocked from voting because his 
property was in his wife's name -
not his. 

"I don't understand it," he said. 
"I pay $130 a year to belong to 
the rec centers and then they ban 
me from voting. I voted last year 

Election resuns: · 
STAFF REPORT 

The following is a rundown of 
election results from the Sun City 
Home Owners Association and 
Recreation Centers of Sun City 
elections held Tuesday. . 

All numbers include early- . 
voting and absentee ballots. 

HOA results: 
Total votes cast for the six 

candidates: 
Individual HOA candidate 

results: 
• Ame Bidstrup - 2,191 votes 
• · James Corcoran -2,556 

votes 
• Mary Januchowski - 2,022 

votes 
• Marge Murphy -2,565 votes 
• Phyllis Roach -2,463 votes 

under the direc­
tion of the Maricopa County Elec: 
tions Department. While the votes 
were being tabulated, observers 
from both community parties 
were allowed to watch. 

No matter the complaints or 
rivalry in this year's election, 
community members are consid­
ering it a success. 

"We got people to come out and 
vote," said Nick Salamone, an 
RCSC candidate backed by the 
Formula Registry. "The issues 
brought people out to the voting 
booths. That's the important 
thing. " 

John Sokolich can be reached 
at jsokolich@aztrib.com or at 
876-2526. 

• Patrice Stolz - 1,665 votes 
RCSC results: 
Total votes cast for the 10 

candidates: 
Individual RCSC candidate 

results: 
• Lou Abdullah- 1,448 votes 
• George Bischof - l·,595 

votes · 
• Norman Dickson - 3,035 

votes 
• Ken Fetha - 1,368 votes 
• James Frederick - 2,872 

votes 
• Doug Hantke - 2,873 votes 
• Art Little - 2,828 votes e Jack McManamon - 1,563 

votes 
• Nick Salamone - 1,492 

votes , 
· • Gene Zylstra - 2,785 votes 

- - - - - - - - --- --- ----
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Home Owners Association names officers 
MOTION: 
Request to 
seek court 
order to enforce 
CC&Rs passes 
unanimously 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Ed McCrea opened the 
Sun City Home Owners 
Association board of direc­
tors meeting Thursday 
morning. but Gerry Unger 
closed it. 

Coming out of Tues­
day's community election 
with three new directors 
and a re-elected incum­
bent. the board welcomed 
!.hem and elected officers. 

Seated on the board 
because of Tuesday's 
results were Arne Bid­
strup. James Corcoran, 
Ma rge Murp hy an d 
incumbent Phyllis Roach. 

Board members step­
ping down from their 
posts are Ethel Gross. 
Bob Kortright and Fem 

Evans. None of the exiting 
members ran this year. 

After Thursday's elec­
tion of officers, McCrea 
turned his gavel over to 
Unger, while Ed Anderson 
assumed the vice presi­
dency. McCrea was 
elected second vice presi­
dent, Roach was elected 
secretary, while Murphy 
was elected treasurer .. 

'"This has been a good 
year for us," McCrea said. 
"I want to thank all the 
exiting board members·. for 
their hard work, and I 
hope that we can continue 
to work to be a ·good orga­
nization for the people of 
Sun City." 

For the past year. HOA 
has been active in clean­
ing up messy yards in the 
community and lobbying 
the state Legislature for 
stricter regulation of the 
mining industry in the 
area. 

At Thursday's meeting, 
Kortright - in his last 
official action as an HOA 
director - moved to get a 
court order to remove a 

dilapidated vehicle and 
golf car 'from a residence · 
on Del Webb Boulevard. 

Kortright said the 
owner of the vehicles has 
refused numerous 
requests by HOA to move 
the cars , and furthe r 
refused to sell the vehicles 
to the association for 
$300, even though the 
vehicles are violating the 
community's conditions, 
covenants and 
restrictions. 

"The vehicles aren't 
worth anything, but (the 
resident) doesn't want to 
move them," Kortright 
said. 

The HOA encountered a 
problem trying to exercise 
its power to remove the 
vehicles. as skeptical area 
t o w i n _g c o m p a n i e s 
wouldn't do the Job 
because of liability con­
cerns. A court order to 
remove the vehicles, how­
ever, would allow the 
county to do the job or 
would relieve the towing 
companies of liability, said 
Blaine Donaldson, an HOA 

adviser. 
The motion to try to get 

the court order was 
approved unanimously. 

Other board business 
Thursday centered on 
housekeeping items, such 
as finalizing submissions 
to the community newspa­
per and gathering ideas 
for the coming year. 

In his first action as 
president, Unger asked 
directors to think about 
which committees they 
would like to serve on 
next year, but no appoint­
ments were made. 

"There are a lot of 
important committees out 
there, and I want to get a 
feel for who would like to 
serve on each of them," he 
said. 

The HOA office will be 
closed Dec. 24. 25, 31 and 
Jan. 1 for the holidays. 

The HOA's next public 
meeting is scheduled 10 

· a.m. Jan. 8 in its offices at 
10401 West Coggins 
Drive. 

John Sokolich can be 
reached at 876-2526 or 
Jsokolich@aztrib.com. 
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Voters reject 'pro-membership' candidates 
Turnout was heavier than recent years 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

Two divergent factions seems 
to have stirred the interest in 
Sun City and produced a larger 
than normal turnout for this 
year 's Recreation Centers of 
Sun City, Inc. and Sun City 
Home Owners Association 
board of directors election. 

A total of 4,627 ballots, or 
I 0.9 percent of the RCSC mem­
bership, were cast in the elec­
tion. That was nearly as many 
votes as generated in the two 

pervious elections combined. 
"This was one of the largest 

turnouts in recent years," 
observed Tom Whiston, RCSC 
director and chairman of the 
RCSC Elections Committee, 
prior to announcing the election 
results Dec. 12 at Lakeview 
Recreation Center. 

Voter turnout in 2000 was 
2,449, which was down from 
1999's 2,875. 

Early voting was popular 
among ~un Citians with 1,979 
ballots being cast prior tot the 
designated Dec. 11 election day. 

Despite inclement weather on 
Dec. 11, another 2,648 voters 

· turned out. 
The race for RCSC seats was 

quite spirited with the candi­
dates aligning themselves into 
two factions - " pro-member­
ship" and "pro-board" - with 
five candidates from each camp 
seeking a seat on the board, 

The former group asserted . 
that the current board has 
improperly spent RCSC funds, 
has hired unqualified people 

See ■ ELECTION, Page-10 

Marge Murphy, left, and Phyllis Roach congratulate each other on 
their election to the Sun City Home Owners Association board of 
(;iirectors. Also elected to the board were Jim Corcoran and Ame 
Bidstrup. 



and taken power away from the 
members. 

Apparently, voters did not 
buy that argument as none of the 
.. pro-membership" candidates 
won election. 

Norm Dickson received the 
highest vote total, 3,025, and 
was joined in earning a three­
year term on the board by Doug 
·'Bud" Hantke, 2,873, and Jim 
Frederick, 2,872. 

The next two highest vote­
getters were elected to one-year 
board terms. They were Art 
Little, 2,828, and Gene Zylstra, 
2,785. 

George Bischof garnered the 
most votes among the "pro­
membership" contingent, 1,595. 
He was followed by Jack 
Mc Manamon, 1,563; Nick 
Salamone, 1,563; Lo uis 
Abdullah , 1,448; and Ken 
Fetha, 1,368. 

Directors whose terms are 
expiring are Bob Briscoe, 
Marge Murphy, Harold Boudrie, 
Mr. Hantke and Mr. Little. The 
latter two men have been serv­
ing as appointees and were eli­
gible to seek election to their 
own terms on the board. 

RCSC board President Jerry 
Swintek expressed his satisfac­
tion with the e lection's out­
come. 

'·Al though a vocal minority 
·seemed to criticize many deci­
sions made by the board this 
past year, we are grateful that 
the members of. the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City, Inc. took 
the time to educate themselves 
on the issues and the dedicated 
service that the board has put 
forth ," he said. 

.. Everyone needs to remem­
ber the board members are vol­
unteers who have chosen to live 
in Sun City because they believe 
it is the greatest community," 
Mr. Swintek continue. "The 
problems we face as a board do 
not always have pleasant solu­
tions. The board members, how­
ever, are first and foremost 
members of the RCSC and resi­
dents of Sun City, and our deci­
sions, while not always support­
ed by everyone, are made with 
what we believe is in the best 
interests of the Recreation 
Centers." 

Being e lected to three-year 
terms on the HOA board were 
Marge Murphy, 2,565; Jim 
Corcoran, 2,556; Phyllis Roach, 
2 ,463; and Arne Bidstrup, 
2, 19,1. Also competing for Syats 
were Mary Januchowski, 2,022; 
and Patricia Stolz, 1,655. 

HOA terms expiring were 
those of Fern Evans , · Ethe l 
Gross and Bob Kortright, as 
well as Mrs. Roach. 

Photo by Mike Russo/Independent Newspapers 

Elected to the Sun City Recreation Centers, Inc. board of directors were, from left, front row, Doug ·'Bud" 
Hantke and Gene Zylstra; back row, Norm Dickson, Jim Frederick and Art Little. 

Mr. Kortright, in announcing 
the HOA winners, thanked all 
the candidates and praised the 
efforts of the election volun­
teers, who worked under the 
direction of the Maricopa 
County Elections Department. 

"This was a very smooth­
running election in the face of 
possible contention," Mr. 
Kortright said. 

Mrs. Murphy, who went from 

serving on the RCSC board to a 
term on the HOA board, said 
she was pleased to be e lected to 
the HOA. " I enjoy serving the 
community," she said. 

Mr. Zylstra, a former HOA 
director, said, " I am excited to 
have been elected and look for­
ward to contributing to the 
board." 

He plans to work on improv­
ing the communication between 

the board and RCSC membas. 
" I am also interested in con­

trolling the budget." he contin­
ued. "People seem concerned 
about balancing the budget. A 
lot of people are interested on 
what the Rec Centers spends its 
money on.''. 

He also said he would like to 
see a greater emphasis placed on 
long-range planning. 
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HOA .wrap,~ ·up successful year 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

It's been a productive year for 
the Sun City Home Owners 
Association, and the future looks 
to be even busier. 

Between pushing for a Central 
Ariwna Project water pipeline, 
cleaning up messy yards, lobby­
ing the Legislature, fighting with 
the county and trying to stop 
pollution, HOA still managed to 
lake care of its housekeeping 
items, such as road issues and 
enforcement of the community's 
conditions, covenants and 
restrictions. 

"We've taken on a lot of stuff 
this year." said outgoing HOA 

President Ed McCrea. "It hasn't 
always been successful, but 
we've taken on a lot of stuff." 

McCrea, who had served as 
president of the HOA board until 
earlier this month, said he 
thinks all the projects under­
taken by the association this 
year go far in helping the c..om­
munity and its residents. 
· "One of the main thing~ that 
has been beneficial to everyope 
in Sun City is the cleaning up of 
messy yards," he said. "With the 
help of our foundation, tt is 
something we can continue to do 
In the future." 

The foundation fund was 
started during the summer by 

recently elected HOA President 
Gerry Unger _and executive sec­
retary Ione Boynton. The foun­
dation accepts donations from 
residents to be used in cleaning 
up yards. Each. clean-up is esti­
mated to cost $300. 

"We never . thought it was 
going to. be ·such a success, but 
people haye just flooded us with 
donations," Unger said. "Ifs a 
big help, too. It allows us to have 
a revolving fund of cleaning up 
yards, but having enough money 
to clean others while the first 
homeowner is paying us back for 
the service.· 

HOA committees have been 
busy as well this year - espe­
cially with water a nd the 

environment. 
As the CAP water pipeline the water is~ue and the 

issue escalated between the Rec- . book was a big success for 
reation Centers of Sun City and us." 
the Sun City Taxpayers Associa- On other fronts , HOA 
tion , HOA, without getting took steps to_ ~et s tricter 
legally involved in the process, c~des. for mmmg ope~a­
published a book touting the tions m the state - a vic-
benefits of the pipeline. to!?' tha t h~s yet to ?e 

· . , claimed by either party m 
The iS$Ue went to the courts. the battle. In one of the 

with an RCSC vict_ory. most. visible fights by HOA 
That means a victory also for this year, Director Gordon 

HOA. Rosier took on the Vulcan 
·we took a stand on what we 

thought would be best for · the 
community, " McCrea said. 
"There was a lot of work done on 

ED McCREA, out­
going HOA presi­
dent: "We've 
taken on a lot of 
stuff this year. It 
hasn't always 
been successful, 
but we've taken 
on a lot of stuff." 

Materials Plant to make it 
curb its noise, light and air 
pollution. By the end of the 
_year, legislators were 
involved in the fight, 
which is expected to con­
tinue well into the future. 

"We are not going to 
stop," Rosier said. "This is 
sometliing that isn't going 
to go away. We will fight to 
show that mining plants in 
the Agua Fria River are 
not compatible with a 
senior re s id e ntial 
community." · 

The battle has been 
going on since March with 
HOA battling Vulcan, with 
little ·change. Vulcan · 
opened its doors to HOA 
members and has tried to 
curb some of its early 
morning noise, but Rosier 
said until the pla nt is 
closed down, the fight will 

continue. 
Because of the mining 

concerns, HOA a ttracted 
two new members to its 
board of directors: Arne 
Bidstrup and James Corco­
ran, who both live next to 
the plant. 

"I'm interested in the 
board because of the envi­
ronmental issues in the 
community," Bidstrup said. 

HOA is not looking to 
ease any of its battles in 
the coming year, but is 
readying to take on even 
more environm e ntal 
issues, Unger said. 

"One of the things we 
are hoping to do is coordi­
nate with Sun City West 
for a water committee with 
some long-range planning," 
Unger said. "We want to 
ensure that we have a 
water - con s ervation 
program." 

As for other programs 
and issu e s HOA i s 
expected to take on this 
coming year, Unger said 
it's up in the air at this 
point. 

"Off the top of my head, 
I'm not sure," he said. "I 
would like to continue 
what we've been doing and 
listening to what the com­
munity wants." 

J ohn S okolich can be 
r e a c h e d at 
j sokolich@aztrib.com or at 
876-2526. 
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I ' un CityliOW ViC'e president ,reSigns 

JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City Home Owners 
Association lost a member this 
week. · 

Ed Anderson. a long-time 
director on the board resigned his 
vice presidency of the board citing 
that his rheumatoid arthritis was 
not allowing him to concentrate on 
HOA duties. Late last year Anderson 
underwent, surgery on his hand to 
ease some of the pain, but it wasn't 
enough to allow him to stay aboard. 

"He's had a lot of pain, and it was 
just too much for him to continue," 
said Gordon Rosier , HOA vice 
president. "It's too bad." 

At the HOA regular meeting 
Tuesday morning. President Gerry 
Unger read Anderson's resignation 
letter. which stated that he w6uld 

be participating in an Arizona State been an area of contention for the 
University study to help his HOA board, was set on ftre, but the 
condition. . Maricopa County Sheriffs Office is 

As a result of the resignation. the not actively leading an investigation 
vacant seat was filled by Mary into it because Spudic never filed a 
Januchowsk.i, who ran for the board complaint for the frre. 
but lost the election late last year. HOA has been trying to get the 

Januchowski retired to Sun City car· removed from Spudic's driveway 
in 1991 after working as a manager for the past eight years because it is 
in special services in the residential breaking the communi_ty's deed 
division of AT&T. She has been a restrtctions. It was last registered In 
member of several area clubs and 1994 and has been In disrepair 
has given many hours of volunteer since. . 
service. "But I don't 'care whose car was 

Rosier. accepted the nomination . set on fire , it sh o u 1 d be 
to become HOA's vice president, a investigated," Rosier said. "Arson is 
position formerly filled by Anderson. a crime and should be investigated 

The main business conducted by whether the owner makes a 
HOA at the meeting centered complaint about it or not." 
around a Sun City resident whose Other business discussed by 
car was set ablaze earlier this year. HOA board . members is a meeting 

Barbara Spudic's car, which has scheduled for 1 p.m. Feb. 21 about 

the railroad crossing upgrades set to 
~e place at 1_03rd and Grand 
avenues. 

The meeting is a collaboration 
between HOA, the Sun City Posse, 
Sun Health , the Sun City Fire 
Department, the Sun City Taxpayers 
Association and the Sun City 
Condominium ·Owners Association 
to discuss options available for the 
crossing. · 

Upgrades to the intersection are 
scheduled for later this · year, and 
the meeting will plan routing 
options for the area onc e 
constructions starts. 

The n ext HOA meeting is 
scheduled for 10:30 a.m. March 12 
at the HOA office, 10401 Coggins 
Drive, Sun City. 

John Sokolich can be reached at 
876-2526 or jsokolich@aztrib.com. 

- -- - -- ---- - - ---- --------
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HOA embarks on spring sweep 
CLEANING: County 
support helps board 
remove eyesore, plan 
for more car towings 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

With a little county backing, the 
Sun City Home Owners Association 
is cleaning house - or driveway in 
this case. 

Last month the Maricopa County 
Planning and Zoning Department 
ruled that a burned-out, junked car 
parked in a Sun City driveway was 
breaking a community and a county 
ordinance. The car, owned by Bar­
bara Spudic on Del Webb Boule­
vard, was ordered removed by 
March 29 or fines would be 
imposed. The· car was removed 
Tuesday. 

"In light of what happened with 
Mrs. Spudic's car. it shows that 
HOA is here to assist individuals 
and have the county's backing to do 
so," said Gordon Rosier. HOA vice 
president. 

Before the county helped resolve 

the issue, HOA had tned_ unsuc­
cessfully for five years to get the car 
removed. HOA officials offered 
money to buy the vehicle from Spu- · 
die, wrote letters to have her volun­
tarily move the car and finally 
threatened to have the car towed. 

"The problem we had is no tow­
ing company was willing to tow the 
car because of liability concerns," 
said Gerry Unger, HOA president. 
"With the county backing us, liabil­
ity is no longer a concern." 

Unlike HOA, the county has the 
ability to legally order a car to be 

· towed without liability concerns. 
Now that one car has been suc­

cessfully removed, HOA is setting 
its sights on other parking viola­
tions in the community. One is at 
the home· of Morton Reic!J, who lives 
on Pleasant Valley Road. 

Resident complaints about two 
vehicles parked in the carport at his 
Sun City home have inundated 
HOA, but until this point the orga­
nization had little county support to 
take action against Reich for the 
violations. 

"Now there is a whole new 
emphasis to further define the com­
munity's response to these 

violations," Rosier said. "We've been 
begging the county for support for 
many years and now that we have 
it. we are going to use it. We have a 
number of complaints coming in, 
which . shows that people want to 
have their communities up-kept to 
the standards HOA has been work­
ing°foi-." 

Reich declined to comment on the 
car issue this week. saying only that 
every time he talks to the press, he 
·gets in more and more trouble. " 

In a letter to the county about 
Reich. HOA officials wrote in part: 
"The community of Sun City has 
established definable and measur­
able aesthetic land use .standards. 
and desire these standards and val­
ues be enforced through their 
CC&R's. Mr. Reich's responsibility 
to the community and his responsi­
bility of property management is 
currently being established. With 
the removal of his junk cars. his 
responsibility to the community will 
be properly acknowledged." 

The letter was sent to the county 
earlier this week. There hasn't been 
an update on what procedures if 
any will be imposed to remove the 
cars. 

Trying to remove the cars is not 
the first battle HOA has had with 
Reich. who has been jailed in the 
past for failure to follow the commu­
nity's deed restrictions. In the past 
case, Reich refused to replace the 
worn-out roof on his home. The 
issue dragged out through much of 
2000 and fmally ended with a new 
roof put on the house at the end of 
the year. · 

The rule of not having junked 
cars in the community is enforce­
able through county . zoning Ordi­
nance 2310, No. 9 , Section E, which 
states: "Not more than one unregis­
tered or inoperable motor vehicle 
shall be stored on any lot or parcel 
of land within any rural or residen­
tial zoning district and such unreg­
istered or inoperable vehicle shall be 
stored such that it cannot be seen 
from any public or private street 
right-of-way." 

HOA officials said it will be a long 
process sifting through the com­
plaints they have received about 
junked cars and messy yards but, 
~ey maintain, each concern will be 
answered and some sort of resolu­
tion will be found. 

John Sokolich can be reached at 
876-2526 or jsokolich@aztrib.com. 
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HOA to step up CC&R enforcement 
Complaints have nearly doubled in past year, official says 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

The Sun Ci ty Home Owners 
As~ociation Land Use 
Commi11ee will begin 10 more 
s trictly enforce the community's 
CC&Rs. accord ing 10 Gordon 
Rosie r. cha irman- of HOA's 
La nd Use Comm i11ee. 

The stepped-up enforcement 
e ffo rt will be made as a result of 
a n ever- increas ing number of 
complaints filed . Mr. Rosier 
noted. 

For the four-month pe riod. 
Octobe r 2000 through January 

200 I. I IOA opened and closed 
I .436 complaints, according to 
Mr. Rmier. 

"Complaints nearly doubled 
over the same four-month peri­
od the previous year.'' Mr. 
Rosier said. 

·'It is very definite ly an 
increasing problem,'' M r. Rosier 
said of vio lation compla ints. 
"We arc receiving more and 
more cal ls de mand ing our 
CC&Rs be upheld." 

As a result of the inc reased 
demand from homeowners that 
deed restrictions be e nforced, 
HOA wi ll survey the communi-

properly at the compound." Mr. 
Rosier added. 

" It i~ frequently a ~afcty haz­
ard to have these vehicles 
parked in Sun C ity. S un City 
was not des igned to have RVs 
parked a ll over the place," Mr. 
Rosier c mphasi1;ed . 

M r. Rosier speculated on the 
reasons for some o f the 
increa\ed violations. 

"Some of our homes arc 40 
year, o ld. some w ith s ing le 
garage, and narrow driveways.'' 

ty looking for vio lations. 
" Informatio n officers w ill 

drive through the community 
and note whe re they observe 
vio lations." Mr. Rosie r said. 

··w e usually re ly on con­
cerned res ide nts ( 10 repo rt vio la­
tions) but this exerc ise wi ll be a 
little different,'' he conti nued. 
" It is our intent to make th is a 
one-time situatio n. assis ting res­
ide nts, the re by re-establishing 
the Sun City environme nt." 

Visual inspections were 
scheduled to start this week, M r. 
Rosier no ted. 

If the 1Os notice a vio latio n, 

he said. " Many residents have 
multiple vehicles. If garages and 
driveways are no t expanded, the 
vehic les are parked on the 
unpaved portions of the yards; 
clearly a vio lation of the 
CC&Rs. 

" Residents can add a cement 
extension next to the existing 
driveway to faci litate additiona l 
parking without vio lating the 
CC&Rs and without obtaini ng a 
bui ld ing permit." he continued. 

Another possible rca~on for 

they wi ll inform the property 
owners and give them time 10 
rectify the s ituation. If the viola­
tion is not corrected. HOA w il l 
seek greater county e nforce­
ment. accord ing 10 Mr. Rosie r. 

" I think we have seen some 
good examples of county 
responsibi I ity lately and we 
want take advantage of that," 
Mr. Rosier said. 

While no one violation is pre­
domina nt. Mr. Rosier said. 
although illegally parked recre­
ational vehicles is becoming a 
growing problem. 

" It 's c umulative," he said . " I 

escalation in violations is the 
s tringent deed restrictions in 
Sun City. 

People move into the com­
munity after having lived where 
CC&Rs arc not as restrictive. 
Mr. Rosier theori1;ed. 

Renters not tak ing pride in 
the appearance of their resi­
dence is another problem, Mr. 
Rosier noted. "Owners arc rc­
~pon,iblc fo r enforcing deed 
rc~trictions. even if their homes 
arc rented.'' Mr. Rosier cautioned. 

can ·1 pin it down 10 one issue; 
it's yards. it ·s vehicles. it 's 
RVs." 

RVs are only pcrmi11cd 10 
park on the street o r in a d ri ve­
way for a maximum of 72 hours. 

" Yard park ing is never per­
m i11ed," Mr. Rosier said. "Some 
folks play games, moving the ir 
campers and RVs every few 
days. This is not acceptable. 

"The 72-hour ru le is for load­
ing· and unloading before a nd 
after a trip. not 10 save the 
expense of sto ring the veh icles 

See ■ CC&Rs, Page 7 



From Al 
The survey program is 

expected to begin within a few 
weeks. 

"It is our intent to make 
this a one-time situation to 
assist residents, thereby re­
establishing the Sun City 
environmen t as originally 
intended - a beautiful place 
to live," Rosier said. 

Residents contacted by the 
Daily News-Sun had mixed 
th o ugh t s about the 
crackdown. 

·1 think it's fine that the 
Home Owners is taking the 
initiative to try and clean up 
the community, but they 

vr nu1v1.c, uvv1u.:,n0 c>...:>uvv , 
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HOA starts 
cleanup 

• campaign 
recreational vehicles. JOHN SOKOLICH 

DAILY NEWS-SUN Unless the homes and 
yards in Sun City are upgrad­

Complaints keep rolling ed, there are going to be more 
into the Sun City Home blatant and numerous deed­
Owners Association. restriction violations in these 

The complaints are mainly two areas, according to Gor­
about deed-restriction viola- don Rosi er , HOA vic e 
tions in the community, and president. 
with renewed county sup- · ,, o 

t th HOA • ki ki g ff a Some of our homes are 4; 
por , e is c n ° years old," he said. ··some 
cleanup program to address have single-car -garages and 
and correct each one. narrow driveways,. but many 

Su~ City is more cluttered residents have multiple vehi­
than 1t one~ was, but the cles. If the garages and drive­
HOA is ~ng to fix that ways aren't expanded , the 
through st~ct_enforcement of vehicles parked in the yard 
deed restnctions. Whereas are a clear violation of our 
the HOA usually relies on CC&Rs." 
concerned residents to notify 
it of violations, a new pro­
gram will take the initiative. 

During the past four 
months, there have been 
1,436 reported violations in 
the community. Most have 
centered on illegally parked 
vehicles in residential neigh­
borhoods or disregard for the 
72-hour rule for parked 

Because of increased 
demand from homeowners for 
enforcement of the communi­
ty's CC&Rs, the HOA released 
a statement explaining it will 
conduct a survey of each Sun 
City street and home, noting 
violations and "taking actions 
to correct" them. 

See HOA: House, A5 

\ J..LVJ.l. / 

shouldn't tum it into a police 
state," said Andrew Lawson 
of Sun City. "l agree that peo­
ple shouldn't oe parking their 
RVs in their yards for weeks 
at a time, but for people who 
have working cars parked in 
their driveways, I don't see 
the problem." 

enforcement in the past few 
months, successfully getting 
the Maricopa County Depart­
ment of Planning and Zoning 
to remove a dilapidated car 
that wasn't running parked at 
a residence on Del Webb Bou­
levard in violation of deed 
restrictions for six years. 

For misparked cars, Rosier 
said the only solution is to 
move them so they are not in 
violation, _but many of the 
smaller problems, such as 
weeds causing messy yards, 
are easily fixed by the 
homeowners. 

Andrea Cooke said she 
feels otherwise about the 

:crackdown. 
"I've lived in Sun City 

going on 17 years now," she 
said. "There have always 
been the rules, but now we 
have people who don't want 
to follow them anymore." 

The HOA has become more 
active in deed-restriction 

"With the county support- · 
ing us, we now have th~ 
opportunity to enforce the 
deed restrictions that people 
have been violating," Rosier 
said. "We are not trying to 
play cop. We're just making 
sure people are following the 
rules so that the community 
is a beautiful and enjoyable 
place to live for all residents." 

"Our referral service is 
·able to provide homeowners 
with names of yard workers 
who will eliminate the prob­
lem," he said. 

For the referral service, 
call the HOA office at 974-
4718. 

John Sokolich can be 
reached at 876-2526 or 
JsokoUch@aztrib.com. 
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HOA reaches contract with new attorney 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

In its fmal meeting of the season , 
the Sun City Home Owners Associa­
tion signed on a new attorney and 
took steps to ensure it follows open 
meeting laws. 

Dan Curtis of the Scottsdale­
based law office of Curtis and Cohen 
was at Tuesday's HOA meeting and 
agreed to serve the organization's 
legal needs. 

HOA has been using the law fi rm 
in the age-overlay case against Mary 
Scott's 9-year-old granddaughter. 
who has been living in Sun City for 
the last year in violation of commu­
nity deed restrictions. 

The contract for Curtis and 
Cohen allows for free phone advice 
to HOA as well as five free letters 
per month. The contract specifies 

j 

the law office will be "n retainer for 
$200 a month, which is $50 less 
than a previous retainer fee for the 
same law fum. 
. The two-hour meeting concen­
trated HOA several items. The group 
is not scheduled to meet again until 
mid-September. 

One of the final projects for the 
year was an update to bylaws, pro­
posed by HOA President Gerry 
Unger, so the association will have 
in writing its rules governing open 
meetings. 

"We are already having open 
meetings, but we wanted to update 
our bylaws so that everything is 
squared away," he said. 

The bylaw update states that all 
HOA meetings are open to members 
except for meetings rela ted to the 
following s ituations: "for personnel. 
legal, litigation and/or enforcement 

of association documents or rules." 
The bylaw updates, which reflect 

the gist of s ta te open meeting laws. 
are scheduled to be voted on in 
September. 

The meeting also saw a bit of 
political campa igning as Peoria 
Mayor J ohn Keegan introduced him­
self, saying he would like any sup­
port he could get from the Sun Cit­
ies in his quest for a congressional 
seat. 

Keegan talked about his efforts to 
get the Sun Cities better repre­
sented in the Maricopa Association 
of Governments. 

Unger said he was glad Keegan 
stopped by, but said HOA will not 
endorse candida tes. He said individ­
uals on the board can vote for 
whomever they wish in political rac­
es, but HOA is a non-political 
organization . 

Although HOA had its last meet­
ing of the season, it will still be 
working on a handful of projects 
throughout the summer, including 
issues with messy yards and vari­
ous, min or deed res tric tions , 
according to Director Jim Corcoran. 

The biggest issue HOA is tackling 
this summer is the case of Scott's 
granddaughter. The county has 
granted the granddaughter a 14-
month s tay in the community, 
whi c h HOA has a ppealed on 
grounds that it could set a prece­
dent for fu ture violators. 

Scott has said the girl is planning 
to move out of the community by 
Augus t. 

HOA will be available for referrals 
during the summer months; resi­
dents may call 974-4718. 

J ohn Sokolich can be reached at 
876-2526 or Jsokolich@aztrib.com 
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Lobbyist 
V\Tanted by 
Sun Cities 
STAFF REPORT 

On Tueday the Sun City West 
Property Owners and Residents 
Association and Sun City Home 
Owners Association on Tuesday 
morning approved funding to hire a 
lobbyist to represent the interests of 
the retirement communities. 

PORA and HOA approved giving 
$4,500 each toward the $45,000 
that would be needed to hire lobby­
ist Gretchen Jacobs, a Phoenix­
based lawyer. 

Under the proposal, the recre­
ation centers of Sun City and Sun 
City West would be responsible for 
40 percent each. Recreation centers' 
governing board members have 
agreed to vote on the issue in the 
near future. 

The lobbyist would only address 
issues that affect both retirement 
communities.. . 

PORA may back out of the agree­
ment at any time, and if either of 
the recreation centers does not 
approve the motion to hire Jac;:obs, 
the deal will fall through. 

The formal contract will not be 
written up until all four organiz~­
tions agree to share the cost. 

"The fact that we can drop out at 
any time is a benefit to us," said 
PORA President Randy Fuller. 

Fuller said Jacob's responsibili­
ties will include representing the 
Sun Cities on issues such as L-Oop 
303 and county concerns. "We know 
they can handle things we cannot," 
he said. 

PORA Director Noah Murphy said 
he is against lobbyists in most cases 
but believes in this instance hiring 
one would benefit Sun City West. 

"I am against our elected people 
being controlled by lobbyists," he 
said. "But we need lobbyists for 
these problems." 

Those problems, Murphy said, 
include sand and gravel operations 
in the Sun Cities and construction 
of the El Mirage Road extension in 
Sun City West. 
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HOA Board approves sharing referral list 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

The Sun City Home Owners 
Association Board of Direc to rs 
voted unanimously last week to 
share the o rganization's referra l 
I ist o f contracto rs and vendo rs 
with other ne ig hboring HO As. 
for a fee. 

O ver the years, HOA has 
compiled a leng thy lis t of ven­
do rs and contrac to rs w ho du 
bus iness in Sun City and now 
o ther HOAs want to tap into that 
valuable resource. 

" HOA has a list o f about 2 ,000 
ve ndors and contractors," said 
Gerry Unger, HO A pres ident. 

Coyote Lake s has inqui red 
about HOA sharing its lis t, 
•ex plained Ione Boynton, HOA 
executive directo r. 

··w e get cal Is from Co) o te 
Lakes. Westbrook Vi llage and 
Peoria:· Mrs. Boynton ,.:1id . 

" HOA receives abo ut 500 
calls per \\'ec'k with a ~1 ~11 1fica111 
number of them for referra ls ,'· 
Mr. Unger said. 

Mr. Unger mentioned tha t 
HOA's contracto r re ferral pro-

gram has about 2,000 names in 
its data base. 

Contractors and ve ndors reg­
ister with HOA, for a $5 annual 
fee. and when reside nts call in 
for a refe rral , HOA provides 
three names. 

" We don ' t recommend any­
one and we don' t recommend 
pri'ce," Mr. Unger said. " We just 
g ive re ferra ls." 

In order to remain in good 
standing with HOA, contractors 
and vendors must reso lve dis­
puces with custome rs. 

·•1 f a va lid complaint canno t 
be reso lved we don ' t want to 
run the ri sk of anyone e lse pos­
sibly be ing take advantage of, 
so they are dropped fro m the 
list," Mrs. Boynton explained. 

''The re a re so many reputable 
bus iness operato rs in this area 
who want to be listed, we don't 
have to keep any lemons," she said. 

Sharing the li~t w ith ()thl.' r 
HO.A s would be no· problem. ac­
cording to Mrs. Boynton . " When 
we update our list each month , 
we would j ust make a copy on a 
d isk for them," she said . 

Al though the specific fee has 

not been negotiated , a monthly 
charge of $ I 00 for the service 
has been discussed , according to 
Mrs. Boynton, 

Mr. Unger sees the arrange­
me nt as be ing very valuable to 
Sun City and HOA. 

" I think we are headed in a 

direction of working more 
closely wi th o ther re tire me nt 
communities," Mr. Unge r sa id. 

" We are try ing to cooperate 
wi th othe r communities ; not be 
iso lated," he cont inued , noting 
that Sun C ity has a reputation of 
be ing an isolationist co mmuni ty. 

(HOA ) 



n.y 1 1·epresentat1ve 
returns to Sun·City 
NANCY GILLIAM: Official 
communicates 
constituents' concerns 
she hears at HOA office 
to senator 

~!~~EJE~t~~~ Sunday, Sept. 10,2000 

Questions about Social Security, vet­
eran's benefits and the Internal Revenue 
Service were among the lop concerns of 
Sun Citlans when an official from Sen. 
Jon Kyl's olTice came to the Sun City 
,Home Owners Association office last 
month. 

Nancy Gilliam. a Kyl representative, 
said she was glad 18 res idents came in 
August prepared wiU1 problems they 
were experiencing or help they needed 
with federal issues. 

Gilliam has been coming to the HOA 
office for a couple of monU1s, but until 
last month no one showed up. She will 
return 10 a.m. lo noon Wednesday for 
private consultations with those who 
have concerns about federal Issues (it's 
not relegated to Just Sun City residents) 
or who need help on a Social Security or 
veteran's case. 

"In my opinion, the presence of Sen. 
·Kyl's office benefits Sun City by having 
access lo problems they may have with 
government agencies," said Blaine 
Donaldson, HOA president. "Nancy is 
extremely knowledgeable and does a 
good job of following up on cases." 

Gilliam updates the senator on what 
she hears 1n Sun City. 

"I am keeping the doors open by giv­
ing feedback to (Kyl)," Gilliam said. 

Gilliam Is able to handle personal 
constituent cases. 

Some of the questions Gilliam 
received last month included Social 
Security questions, such as older resi­
dents going back lo work who are on 
social security and what they should do. 

"Some people were owed Social Secu­
rity money and they weren't gettlng it," 
Gilliam said. "Others were denied 

IF YOU GO 
■ WHAT: Representative from Sen. Jon Kyl's 
office will be available to answer questions on fed­
eral Issues 
■ WHEN: 10 a.m. to noon Wednesday 
■ WHERE: Sun City Home Owners Association 
office, 10401 W. Coggins Drive in Sun City 
· No reservations are needed. Come prepared 
with pertinent paperwork if necessary. Call Nancy 
Gilliam at 602-840-1891, check out the Web site 
at www.senate.gov/ ~kyl or e-mail at 
lnfo@kyl .senate .gov. 

veteran's benefits and didn't know 
whether or not they should appeal." 

IRS questions were also asked, such 
as residents who didn't understand the 
way their laxes were done. 

"We usually get responses from the 
(various) agencies in 30 days.· Gilliam 
said. "However, sometimes Social Secu­
rity cases lake up to two years." 

Some are lnleresled in government 
grants, or have questions about frauds 
they have come across. 

"One woman said she got a letter say­
Ing she won money but would have to 
send $5,000 for a handling fee to collect 
it," Gilliam said. "I try lo help them with 

• these types of problems." . 
Another common question Is about 

"notch babies," a term used by some 
people to describe Social Security bene­
fits received by those born between 1917 
and 1921. 

"A lot don't understand It, and once I 
show them the formula they understand 
It better," Gilliam said. 

Medicare and prescription drugs are 
also a common Issue. 

Gilliam also said she encourages any­
one who can't come to the HOA office lo 
contact Kyl's office with their questions 
at 602-840 - 1891, on-line at 
www.senate.gov/-kyl or by e-mail at 
info@kyl.senate.gov. 

"We want to keep gettlng the word 
out," Ky! lnterjected. 

Hayley Ringle can be reached by e­
mail at hringle@azlrib.com or by calling 
876-2519. 
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Sun City HOA board delays bylaw vote 
OPEN MEETINGS: Late 
alterations ca.use 
board to .table decision 
for a month 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

A scheduled vote on bylaw changes 
was tabled by the Sun City Home. 
Owners Association board of directors 
Tuesday. 

The proposed bylaw changes were 
aimed at updating the rules that were 
revised just more than a year ago. 
The main change was to show that 
HOA meetings are .always open to the 
public. The proposed change states 
that this was true in all cases except 
for meetings related to the following 
situations: "for personnel, legal, litiga­
tion and/or enforcement of associa­
tion documents or rules." 

The bylaw updates, which reflect 
the gist of the state Open Meeting 
Law, were scheduled to be voted on 

Tuesday, but last-minute changes 
submitted by director Gordon Rosier 
halted action. 

Among Rosier's bylaw changes was 
requiring that businesses pay an 
apnual membership fee of $25 to be 
listed on HOA's referral service. 

"We are just not ready to vote on 
something like this," said HOA Presi­
dent Gerry Unger. "There are some 
changes in here that need to be 
reviewed further, and I. suggest we 
wait unW next month to do so." 

The issue of having businesses be 
members split the board Tuesday, 
some stating that such a bylaw was 
necessary, while others said the 
change would alienate businesses 
and therefore hurt HOA's listing 
service. 

"I think it's obvious that we are not 
going to agree at this point," said . 
director Arne Bidstrup. "What needs 
to· be done, is everybody needs to 
review these and see which ones they 
have questions on. Then we can come 
back next month and discuss this 
further and have a vote for the 

changes." 
Rosier, who is on vacation in 

South Carolina, was not available for 
comment about the tabled vote. 

Alternative ways to enforce . deed 
restrictions on parking violations 
within the community were also dis­
cussed at the meeting. . 

Director • Jim Corcoran said he's 
been working with the Sun City Posse 
to possibly have them ticket cars 
parked in violation of deed restric­
tions - such as on the street or other 
than in a driveway. He said ticketing 
the vehicles will place a monetary 
penalty on vehicle owners and deter · 
them from parking illegally. 

The proposal needs to be approved 
by the Maricopa County Sheriffs 
Office, which so far is not keen on the 
idea. MCSO has repeatedly denied . 
the posse law-enforcement duties 
because the members are volunteers 
who are not trained as peace officers. 

The more than two-and-a-half 
hour meeting broached other topics 
as well, mostly dealing with updates 
from the summer months, when HOA 

did not have formal meetings. 
Residents · were absent from the 

meeting - save for former HOA direc­
tor Bob Kortright - but representa­
tives from the Vulcan Materials Co. in 
t he Agua Fria River were in 
attendance. 

Tom Lowry, spokesman for the 
mining plant, introduced himself and 
invited board members to tour the 
-plant at any time to.see upgrades that 
have been made to control dust and 
other particulates in the area. 

"We invite you to come out, and we 
encourage you to call us if you have 
any concerns," Lowry said. "Whatever 
we can help you with, we will." 

After the meeting, Lowry said he 
attended the HOA meeting to allow 
members a contact between the plant 
and the community to solve problems 
that mining might be creating in the 
community. 

HOA's next meeting is scheduled 
for 10:30 a.m. Oct. 8 at its office on 
105th Avenue and Coggins Drive. 

John Sokolich can be reached at 
876-2526 or jsokolich@aztrib.com. 
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Threats case ends 
with plea agreement 
MORTON REICH: Man charged with making threats 
accepts psychological screening, 3 years of probation 

JOHN SOKOLICH "I'm actually quite pleased with the out-
DAILY NEWS-SUN come," he said. "He will get the assistance he 

A Sun City man accused of making threats needs. We still have cases pending against 
against neighbors and Sun City Home Owners him: which will probably be taken over by the 
Association officials reached a plea agreement county in the future. " 
with prosecutors Wednesday. The cases pending against Reich are for 

Morton Reich agreed in Peoria Justice violations of Sun City's deed restrictions. The 
Court to undergo a psychological program HOA filed complaints about two unusable 
while serving an agreed-upon sentence of cars Reich has parked in his carport and that 
three years' probation. need to be removed. 

Peoria Justice Court Judge Lex Anderson Deed-restriction enforcement actions, how-
said Reich would complete a mental screening ever, were what caused the initial case 
or face two months in Jail under the agree- against Reich two years ago. At that time. 
ment. Reich was charged with a misdemeanor 

"If he wants to stay out offense for making threats against HOA offi-
of j~l, then he has to . sue- cials while talking with a Daily News-Sun 
cess(ully complete · the . reporter about action taken against him for 
screening," Anderson said, the state of disrepair of his house on Pleasant 
"He also cannot have any Valley Road. Since then, repairs have been 
contact with the victims." .-..~1111 made to his home, but other violations exist. 

Details of the psychologi- such as cars parked in violation of restrictions 
cal program were not and a messy yard. Reich was jailed for those 
released Wednesday. ~~r;WB'( charges after he didn't follow court orders. 

Phone calls to the Mari- Lawyers from the Maricopa County Attor-
copa County Attorney's ~ - -'--"-----'--'---'--' ney's Office worked to reach the plea agree-
Office weren't returned Reich ment with Reich after consulting with several 
Wednesday for further victims of the threats. 
details about the case and plea bargain.. Reich declined comment about the case. 

Jason Kalich of the Maricopa County Attor- Reich's plea bargain comes on the heels of 
ney's Office made the plea deal with Reich, other high-profile cases involving the Sun City 
who in turn had a Class 1 misdemeanor ,HOA. In April. lhe association went to court to 
charge against him dropped. If a plea bargain get an order to remove a 9-year-old girl from 
was not reached, Reich c;ould have faced . as .r. living within the community's borders. A 14-
much as six months in jail, a $2,500 fine and' month stay was granted the girl's grandmoth­
lhree years' prpbation. · er, but the nine-year-old has since moved to 

With Wednesday's agreement, Reich will Peoria. . 
only face the three-year probation because he Earlier in the year, HOA officials success­
acceded to the psychological evaluation-and- fully petitioned to have an illegally parked car 
treatment program. in the community removed at the county's 

Daryl Wimer, lead information officer for expense. 
the HOA, attended the trial Wednesday and John Sokolich can be reached at 876-2526 
said he was satisfied with the outcome. or Jsokolich@aztrib.com. 

.___, 
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HOA cracks down on offenders 
CC&R 
VIOLATIONS: 

yards are not in compliance 
with community's deed 
restrictions. Several of the 
homeowners who received the 
letters have threatened to sue 
if the HOA tries to force a 
cleanup, to which committee 
members responded, "Go 
ahead." 

FYI 
without action or response. 

"We will now take it to 
court, because our bylaws 
clearly state she needs to 
clean up the area," Wimer 
said. "And we'll go after oth­
ers who refuse to follow our 
deed restrictions as well. .. 

Officials say clean 
up or go to court 

■ To report a deed-restrtctlon . 
violation In Sun 'City, residents can 
call the Sun City Home Owners 
Association at 974-4718. When 
making a complaint, residents are 
asked to give their name and 
telephone number, as well as where 
the violation Is occurring. 

JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City Home Own­
ers Association is cleaning 
house. 

"If they want to rock 'n' 
roll, then they better do it," 
said Jim Corcoran of the 
HOA. "If they want to. bring lead information officer with 

the HOA, said Keel has 
refused to clean up her yard, 
which has been littered with 
broken construction material, 
trash and broken appliances 
for almost two years. He said 
four letters have been sent to 
the homeowner - including 
one from the HOA's attorney, 

One homeowner on the 
HOA's list, Nancy Brockman, 
who was cited for a messy 
yard in the 126000 block of 
Augusta Drive, had her attor­
ney write to the HOA to 
explain that the overgrowth is 
xeriscaping, not weeds. 
Wimer said he wasn't going to 
challenge the vegetation 
issue, but will cite her for 

Residents who need their 
homes cleaned, however, are 
threatening to take the asso­
ciation to court. 

· us to court. let them. If not, 
they better clean up their 
yards." 

The HOA's land-use com­
mittee met Tuesday morning 
to discuss the backlash it has 
seen from residents who were 
informed that their messy 

At the meeting Tuesday, 
committee members moved to 
bring a court action against a 
residence owned by Patlicia 
Keel in the 10800 block of 
Crosby Drive. Daryl Wimer, 

From Al 
failure to remove several 
patio appliances - such as 
grills and tables - that she 
has wrapped in blue 
tarpaulins. 

"Neighbors have com­
plained about it, and we will 
go after her if there is not 
action taken by her," he said. 

Wimer said after pending 
legal battles are completed, 
the HOA is planning to bring 
other cases to court against 
homeowners who fail to heed 
CC&Rs. 

The committee does not 
have the funds available to 
bring two court cases to the 
forefront simultaneously, but 
officials are hoping to set a 
precedent by publicizing 
offenders and taking the nec­
essary action to bring civil 
suits against offending 
homeowners. 

Arne Bidstup, an HOA 
director who attended 

Tuesday's meeting, said tak­
ing legal action could compel 
homeowners in violation of 
CC&Rs to bring their homes 
into compliance through fear 
of having fines and penalties 
assessed against them. 

Bill Arthur, a committee 
member, said he agreed that 
publication of names is a 
necessary battle in the war to 
bring all homes into commu­
nity deed-restriction 
compliance. 

"The majority of the people 
are cooperative," he said. 
"But there are those few who 
choose not to be." 

The HOA is not backing 
down from potential lawsuits, 
in part because of its recent 
court victories in assorted 
deed-restliction cases. 

Las,t week, a long-time bat­
tle with Sun City homeowner 
Morton Reich was partially 
resolved in Peoria Justice 
Court. Reich, charged with 
making threats to HOA 

See HOA toughens, A5 
officials after being forced to 
make necessary repairs to his 
home, agreed to psychological 
screening rather than face 
jail time. 

Wimer said there are still 
pending cases against Reich 
for his messy yard and ille­
gally parked cars on his land , 
and community officials are 
teaming with the county to 
address those problems. 

In April, the association 
went to court to force a 9-
year-old girl from within the 
community's borders. The 
case· ended with a 14-month 
stay granted to the girl's fam­
ily, which has since moved 
with her to Peoria. 

"We are not going to sit 
back anymore," said Gordon 
Rosier, HOA vice president. 
"We will take each case to 
court, if need be." 

John Sokolich can be 
reached at 876-2526 or 
Jsokolich@aztrib.com. 

JOY LAMBERT/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City Home Owners Association is getting tough on 
residents who fail to keep their yards clear of trash. 
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Commissioners court Sun City HOA members 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Two Arizona Corporation 
Commissioners firmly 
insisted to Sun City Home 
Owners Association members 
Friday that lhey could not 
and would not talk about 
Central Arizona Project water. 

Chairman Bill Mundell 
and Commissioner Marc 
Spitzer spoke at the HOA's 
annual meeting Ftiday, tout­
ing the work the ACC has 
done to protect residents and 
seniors from higher utility 
rates. However. the two 
would not broach the subject 
of the proposed water pipe­
line in Sun City. 

"We don't want to come off 
sounding rude, but we will 
not talk about that issue 
because we don't make deci­
sions on subjects without 
having an open meeting," 
Spitzer said. "You may not 
believe this. but we don't talk 
about cases outside of public 
meetings. You wouldn't want 
us to make these important 
decisions without having a 
public meeting at the ACC." 

Mundell r e iterated 
Spitzer's comments a11d said 
ACC rules are so strict that 
during time belween case 
hearings al the ACC. there 
are several staff members to 
whom the commissioners 
cannot talk without the pres­
ence of bolh parties involved. 

The pipeline issue will be 
discussed at the ACC 

sometime in the near future, 
Mundell said. At that time, 
commissioners will hear 
input from both sides as well 
as public comments. The 
ACC then will vote at a later 
date about the proposed 
pipeline that is intended to 
bting CAP water into the Sun 
Cities for use on community 
golf courses. 

The pipeline issue has 
been a contentious one that 
has divided Sun City. The 
Recreation Centers of Sun 
City board of directors 
approved the pipeline without 
allowing residents to vote on 
the issue, which prompted 
the Sun City Taxpayers Asso­
ciation to file suit against the 
RCSC to force such a vote. 
Maricopa County Superior 
Court has refused to rule on 
the issue, leaving to the ACC 
the final decision on the 
pipeline. 

CAP aside, about 100 HOA 
members heard the commis­
sioners talk about ways the 
ACC has protected seniors 
from securities fraud and 
kept utility rates at reason­
able levels. 

"We've dealt with Qwest 
and declined to let them raise 
their basic telephone service 
an additional $2.50." Mundell 
said. "We've a lso not allowed 
Qwest to sell people's calling 
habits to telemarketing com­
panies. We all felt that phone 
records were a basic form of 
privacy and we protected con­
sumers from having that 

MOI.UE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Arizona Corporation Commis­
sioner Bill Mundell addresses 
the Sun City Home Owners 
Association as Commissioner 
Marc Spitzer awaits his turn 
Friday at the Lakeview Social 
Hall. 

privacy invaded." • 
Calling an Enron lawsuit 

against fue ACC a "badge of 
honor," Mundell said he was 
proud the commission 
refused to allow the utility 
company to run the same 
"risky deregulation plan" as it 
did in California. 

Spitzer said the ACC has 
been working to protect indi­
viduals from falling victim to 
scams. 

"This commission acts. 
and acts quickly, to stop 
these kinds of scams,· he 
said. "There have been many 
fraud cases In the Sun Cities. 

and (we·ve) brought those 
committing the scams to jus­
tice. In many cases. we have 
shut down these brokers and 
shut them down before some­
one has lo st lh eir 
life-savings." 

Touting the ACC's success 
in bringing Arthur Andersen 
to justice in the Arizona Bap­
tist Foundation's bankruptcy, 
Spitzer said quick work by 
commissioners is allowing 
bilked investors to gel bad( 
about three-quarters of their 
investments. 

"It's unfortunate that they 
aren't getting all their money 
back, but usually in cases 
like these, the investors get 

no money back because there 
is no money usually left." he 
said. 

The rest of the meeting 
was dedicated to the worl< 
HOA has done throughout 
the year. In the last year, 
HOA has toughened its policy 
on enforcing deed restric­
tions, taking several residents 
to court. It a lso is considering 
instituting infraction fines. 

Severaf. HOA committees 
have taken on the various 
industries in the community 
to better protect residents 
from pollution. Specifically, 
HOA committees have sought 
county, state and federal help 
to better control pollutants 

from the mining industry in 
the Agua Fria River bed. 

HOA President Gerry 
Unger said the year has 
brought a lot of triumph , but 
there is still a lot of work to 
do. He said community sup­
port is key to the HOA's suc­
cess and announced the 
association is starting an 
aggressive membership 
campaign. 

--Put it this way." Unger 
joked. ·w e will take credit for 
everything and blame for 
nothing." 

John Sokolich can be 
reached at 876-2526 or 

Jsokolich@azlrib.com. 
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SuIJ. City activist and environmental 
; 'f-'.atchdog-Gord~n . Rosier -has resigned from-
. the Surt City Home -,Owners =-' __ . __ _ 
. Association. .· : .. , ~ . ' •' • 

l;. ·,'. The resignation, which has·· 
, npt been '.:made public, was' 

confmned 1by l:JOA'·Pre$ldent 
.· ·-~e:1)' Un~er this,momin~. -~·-, 
, ., I, don h k{low exactly-why.., 

: qe_ rysign~d.f Unger .. said., "( 
know he' has so~~ Jpnq ,~of'i 
responsibility in . Seattle'. or 
som~!,Nng; but 1.:never got' a .. ·_(!', . Rosier. ' 
chance to talk to him a,bout it.. •. • .• 
All I haq was· a lett~r.-oµ,my desk.~ . '. . . ; 

\ "· 13,o~iet~}~ft'Sun City sometime last week. 
_:Ro,sier pas beeryon · the HOA. board for 

.. about two. years and was elected vice -presi­
dent.of. the association earlier this year. As ­
chairman .of the Jarid-use· committee, Rosier 
dedicatep much of his time to fighting against 

! iand-'and-gravel mining operations · 'in and 
aroimd the i'Sun Cities. His. w9rk . led . to 

, : increa,sed scrutiny ·of tl,le, 2D;ifling operations 
-and prompted federal agencies to mspe_ct 
area nµnes for harmful pollutants. · · 
_,' With Rosier gone indefinitely, HOA director 

.'Ame Bidstrup,.who,led th~ fight, with Rosier 1 

gain~t mining, said tbere . will be . other 
hcµi. ges·. an ·.t:11e .. HOA poard,, but .would not 
oriunenf apout s~}ciflcs, ~.. , '' .' 

~·~At" 'o~ pr.e-board .-me'e.ting in November, 
I/ . • I - I . • d th · ~tlrere wil). be._oµier ai;mouncements ma e ~,at 

•r.wU(really;shake''things· \ip, too, ff . h'e said. "I · 
~ -~an·~ _t~~~ y91i'.~g7t .~q~ w~at,t~ose,~ou1:ce~ 
,; J11en\~~ be. , .. , ,,.f1bii.!. i!; ·1.'-' •. · ·: 
,; ' " .'; , • (, •' ._. -, I_ 

from Al · 

Bidst,rup said he was not 
· aware of specifics regardirig 
. R?sier's , abrupt departure 
fr~m th~1HOA board, but said 
he Will·be missed. 
· · "I 1:}1in~ ' this , means that 

we are in . a lot of trouble " 
Bidstrup. said. ~r depended 
on him greatly, and this is a 
big blow to Sun City and the 
surround41g commtini.ties. ff • 

: · .;. Since Rosier became active 
in ,the ~gl}t against sand­
and-gravel mining opera­
tions, his nam_e had become 
synonymous with anti­
mining rhetoric, which came 
in e~mails, letters and phone 

.. c.alls tq c.ounty;· state and fed­
eral officials .. ·. ' 

'\ In a polnted e-mail from 
,former. ~fa.ricop~·:. County 
Supervi'sor Jan ·Brewer Ros­

, ier Wc!,s described as "h~ass­
:·rn g ", b e 9°.a u s .e o f h i s. . . ' .. . 
persistence· on -getting some­

.. thing done to stop pollution. 
· The Vulcan Materials Plant 
in the Agua ,frta River was 
the '•first .· subject' of Rosfer's 
fight against sand-and-gravel 

1P]ants. He· successfully lob-
bied officials to. change opera­
tions times at the plant and 
opened. up a dialogue· with 
plant supervisor·s for resi­
dents· to call 'directly if there 
were any · problems · from the 
operation.• , • 

I ' , 
Earlier this month . Rosier 

w:as '1n th·e process of setting 
up· a mee.ttng between Matt 
Salmon and J¥1et N~politano 
- the Repµblican and J)emo­
' cratic· .candidates: for. ·Arizona 
governor •- to ·ger'ihi ir view 
orr mining operations . 
. The ,meeti_ng never p~ed 

out· because· of;Ra'siefs 1resig-
nation. , ·' • · 
·i) . John ~·sokolich ._can. ;'. be 
re,ach,ed .at "876:2·526 or 
Jsokolich@aztrib.com ' 
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HOA director. re~jgning to pursue 
·g agai s -. mini ,g-industry 

ARNE BIDSTRUP: 
Activist wants . to · '. . 
lobby legislato·r~t . 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

lhe mines, and federal ovcrsighl agen· 
announced /. cies have slarlcd lcsling lo 
his . res igna~ { . ensure the air in the vicinily 
lion in Octo- - of mining operations meets 

•' b er , ·c iting .,~ quality standards. 
p e r s o n ·a 1 r. . Rosier and Bidstrup have 
obligalions. , been U1e closest lo the issue, 

Bidstrup ~~~:"I. as the two teamed start to 
Desiring to devote . more sai~ his fi&ht . start lo~bying to get the 

lime and effort to the fight ~gamst mm- -~" . '. ... .'':::plants moved o_r shut down. 
against area mining opera- 11:g .:opera- B1qstrup ,_.:.,:; ;· Al.an White, the HOAdirec0 

lions, the chairman of µie tior:is whe_n •· > ·, ·.', ·:·. ;,1; ·,tor appointed to· chair_ the 
Sun City Home Owners Asso- he is off the b_oard ·\11.0~q l?e .. :Envifonm~ntal Committle 
ciation's Environmental Com- to _ lobby legislatop,. w~i:~-i 'when . Bidstrup's .resignaticifi 

. . 1 ·hi · actively and build a .. contin- tak . « t ·· •ct h . ! mittee wil announce s reS<-, ·g t f s rt~ th sei w- \ , es ,euec , sai . e is c~ 
ignation from the group's· en ° .,uppo 9r -P .. ;-l · · -- ·:.cerned aoout the resignatio . 
board of dir_ect?fS tlJi~ Y?°ie,K~-,,'.',-~~;~;~~a~~fsf?~t~~\j because · 'they :limit !fOA; · 

Arne · .Bidstrup; who_ :h'i:is ···,. · U •a · H.OA : · 1 •· · :b· .. ,,· d. · ' knowledge base on the issueir; . -~~ .. , ., -n e,r . ,,,rues : oar •,. . ·t,i 
been on.the HOA .board•about_. ·m·em15ei-s •c·an~ot -~ndor'se '.· "I, am not happy about i~ , 
a . .xear,. -said _l(e -~~ .~ontinue candidates or legisla.f,cfr~/'.; White_ sai?. "I am· jumping _in 
th~-fight agamst mmmg oper- because it is not a ·po~tj.calr.',l; .O?- ~s V:71th_o~t a lot of ~e­
atiops thro1:1ghout the. Noi:th- activist group. . .:.' :..:t(,•,r/•; '..~encr . .Jt s ~ 1!11-po~t issue 
west Valley:··ms,-resign_~?o~ -~s . ,· _ ~though Bidstrup ~'.iiq/ }iet,{~at,:9redsJ.o . b¢. adtjre~sed, 
eff:c..,ti.v~-~t y~~f r:qd .. , . , • is remaining• as a committee ~ut i! is also a complex 

I m re~Jgmng because member on the environmen- issue. · 
there is a big fight that need.s ta! panel, the . resignation Bidstrup appointed White 
to take place against . these . leaves the HOA with a gap in to the post because . he has 
sand-and-gravel mines m _the coverage for the fight against served on the committee for 
state, and my hands are too sand-and-gravel operations, several months. Bidstrup has 
tied · to do anything by the specifically in the Agua Fiia ilie authority to make the 
board," he said. "The rules River tied. .. appointment · because it was 
keep from going _all-out Jn ilie last year, u1e main made while he wa~ still chair­
,agamst iliese compa1;,1es, and thrust of the organization has man on the committee. 
we n_eed to go all-out. been battling to -move sand- Since the HOA started its 

Gordon Rosier, HOA vice . and-gravel mining operation ·fight against the mining oper­
president and chairman .of its away from residential neigh- ations' pollution problem -
Land Use Committee - · also borhood. The HOA has been 
involved in the fight against so vocal in its fight that state See HOA director A5 

From A1 

in U1e form of light, noise 
and air pollutants, close to 
100 residents in U1e North­
west Valley have come for­
ward to register complaints 
about the operations wiili 
the Maricopa County Depart­
ment of Environmental Ser­
vices. Even more have regis­
tered their complaints at 
hearings with the Environ­
mental Protection Agency 

HOA President Gerry 
Unger said he didn't really 
have a reaction to _ the resig­
nation, because he .has not 
received it yet. · 

"The only comment that I 
have is that I haven't received 
it," he said Monday. "When I 
do get it; I will refer it to the 
board." · 

HOA bylaws do not require 
a member to get board 
~pproval to resign, therefore 
1t cannot stop Bidstrup's 

and the federal Mine Safety 
and Healili Administration. 

"The problem is, even \vith 
people coming forward and 
proof being given U1at there is 
a pollution problem lliat is 
killing seniors, the laws work 
in favor of llie mining plants," 
Bidstrup said. "That has lo 
change - and it will change. 
I am taking this fight to the 
next level, but I cannot do it 
while being a board member 
of the HOA." 

· resignation, even in light of 
Rosier's. 

"The HOA, like any other 
organization, is not depen­
dent on any one individual at 
any one time for its opera­
tions," Unger said. "We will · 
survive, even ,with these 
resignations." 

John Sokolich can be 
reached at 876-2526 or 

jsokolich@aztrib.com. 
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MCDOT to meet with HOA officials 
Groups to discuss median changes 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

The Maricopa County 
Department of Transportation 
plans to meet soon with Gerry 
Unger, Sun City Home Owners 
Association president. to dis­
cuss the HOA proposal to con­
vert a portion of medians in 
Phase I to desert landscaping. 

"MCDOT intends to contact 
SCHOA President Gerry Unger 

Changes 
Continued From Page 1 
Slrip of dirt and weeds around 
the perimeter of the medians 
with two-foot wide dirt berms. 
This will reduce the approxi­
mate square footage of grass Lo 
15,000 per median. 

HOA recommends a further 
reduction of grassed area. by 
widening the berm to five feet 
and converting 50 feet at the 
end of each median to desert 
landscaping. 

This would reduce lhc 

to set up a meeting to discuss mends reducing grass in the 
program funding options and medians on Alabama, Peoria, 
poten tial partnerships," said 107th and 111th avenues, 
Robert Crowe, MC DOT south of Grand Avenue. 
spokeswoman. T he average median is 

HOA sent a letter to Tom approximately 30 feet wide 
Buick, MCDOT director, on and 600 feet l ong. or 18,000 
Oct. 9 proposing the county square feet. according to Mr. 
attempt to conserve water by Unger. 
reducing the amount of The county is in the process 
grassed area in the medians by of replacing a two-foot wide 
about 44 percent. 

The HOA proposal recom- See Changes- Page 5 

grassed area of each me"!dian lo 
approximately I 0.000 square 
feet, representing a reduction 
grass of 44 percent. 

HOA r ealizes reducing the 
grassed area by 44 percent will 
not result in a like waler sav­
ings. but an appreciable 
amount can be saved, accord­
ing to Mr. Unger. 

Converting m edians to par­
tial desert landscaping will 
likely require "some special 
design by som eone who knows 
what the elevations are," 
accord ing to Mr. Unger. " In 
some places the m edian is well 
above the curb ... 

Converting the m edians Lo 
desert landscaping is not a 
,ww idea. il was originally pro­
posed in May 1998, according 
to Ms. Crowe. 

A MCDOT report prepared 
at U1at lime investigated sever­
al landscape reconfiguration 
scenarios and conversion 
alternatives aimed at water 
conservation. according to Ms. 
Crowe. "The. report recom­
mended a combination 
grass/Sonoran desert m edian 
landsc$ipe reconfiguration 
alternative," she said. 

To accomplish the conver­
sion at that time would have 

HOA is recommending the county install desert landscaping 
like this on 107th Avenue, across from Fairway Recreation 
Center, atthe medians in Phase I. 

cost an estimated $8 million. 
Mr. U11~cr noted. 

M a i ieopa Co11 11 ty spends 
S200.000 a year to water and 
m aintain Sun City medians, 
according to Ms. Crowe. 

HOA recognizes the fact tJ1at 
implementation of its sugges­
tion may cost the county addi­
tional money. To offset some of 
U1at, the Sun City PRIDES has 
offered to provide additional 
labor and HOA would be will­
ing to "make a small contribu­
tion in support of the PRIDES. 
for desert plants and other 
such approved items," accord­
ing to Mr. Unger. 

l lc said the proposal has 
been well received by Sun Cily 
residents who have voiced 
U1eir opinion. 

"\Ve have had som e feed­
back from residents... Mr. 
Unger said. "T here are some 
people on Alabama Avenue 

who arc uptight ahout present 
conditions. What I think they 
want is total rock or gravel : no 
grass. 

"A couple of people have 
expressed a desire to remove 
all the grass in the medians," 
Mr. Unger added. 
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HOA, county officials discuss medians 
Desert landscaping has been proposed twice previously two-foot wide dirt berm. This 

will reduce the grass area of 
each median to roughly 
15,000 square feet. 

By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

Directors of the S un City 
Home Owners Associa tion 
recently met with county offi­
cials to discuss HOA's sugges­
tion to convert some of the 
medians in Phase I to partial 
desert landscaping, in an effort 
to conserve water. 

ing the medians. HOA has pro­
posed to reduce grassed areas 
in some medians by 44 per­
cent, res u)ting in a water sav­
ings. 

HOA sent a letter to Tom 
Buick, MCDOT director, on 
Oct. 9 proposing the county 
attempt to conserve water by 
reducing the amount of 
grassed area in the medians by 
about44 percent. 

mends reducing grass in the 
medians on Alabama, Peoria, 
107th and 11 1 th avenues, 
south of Grand Avenue. 

The average median is 
approxima tely 40 feet wide 
and 600 feet long, or 18,000 
square feet, according to Gerry 
Unger, HOA president. 

The county is in the process 
of replacing a two-foot wide 
strip of dirt and weeds around 
the medians' perimeters with a 

HOA recommends further 
reduction of grassed area by 
widening the berm to five feet 
and converting 50 feet at each 
end of the median to desert 
landscaping. 

This would reduce the 
grassed area of each median to 
approximately 10.000 square 
feet, representing a 44 percent 
reduction in grass. 

Maricopa County spends 
about $200.00 annual ly water- The HOA proposal recom-

HOA 
Continued From Page 1 
labor and HOA would be will­
ing to make a s malJ contribu­
tion to the PRIDES for desert 
plants and other necessary 
items. according to Mr. Unger. 

Converting some of Sun 
City medians to desert land­
scaping is not a new idea. 
Study's were done by the coun­
ty in both 1992 and 1998. but 
the cost was considered exces­
s ive. 

.. We have received from the 
county a report of the 1998 
s tudy,·· Mr. Unger said .... We sWl 
s tudy the report for a week or 
so and hopefully have a con­
cl us ion on Nov. 25 ... HOA is 
scheduled to meet with the 
PRIDES on Nov. 25 to further 
discuss the proposal. · 

Mr. Unger noted the coun­
ty's l 998 report indicated the 
conversation to desert land­
scapi ng would have cost about 

$4 million. but that included 
traffic revis ions. s uch as mak­
ing left-tum pockets and lanes. 
and modifying the medians to 
alJow for better traffic flows at 
intersections. "I don't think we 
are going to analyze that, .. Mr. 
Unger said. "We are not s tudy­
ing traffic patterns. We are only 
studying water conservation.·· 

Mr. Unger said HOA has 
received comments from sev­
eral residents, most of whom 
favor the proposal. 

"I have had several letters 
and phone calls from resi­
dents," Mr. Unger said. "Mostly 
people are complaining the 
county is not doing its j obs 
because of poor maintenance 
and the flood irrigation s itua­
tion:· 

Flood irrigation. the prac­
tice of saturating the grassed 
with water. is done about once 
every three weeks. according 
to Mr. Unger. "When the coun­
ty does flood irrigation. water 
runs down the s treet. wasting 
it. and residents get upset. 

"Most people don·t realize ' 
that less wate·r is lost to evapo­
ration through flood ir!'igation 
than s prinkling," Mr. Unger 
said. 

Mr. Unger said complaints 
received by HOA have involved 
the lack of notification of resi­
dents in the area of the medi­
ans of the proposed changes. 

HOA is only trying to help 
the county conserve wat«ir, 
according to Mr. Unger. 

"The Arizona Department of 
Water Resources has mandat­
ed to the county and the water 
company (Arizona-American), 
that they have got to reduce 
wa ter consumption," Mr. 
Unger said . "We are trying to­
help them achieve that." 

HOA is se_eking input 
regarding the 1998 county 
report. Anyone wis hing to 
examine the report may do so 
at the HOA office, 10401 W. 
Coggins Drive, during normal 
bus iness hours. 9 a.m .-3 p.m. 
Monda)'. through Friday. ' . 

- - - - --------------- ----- - - - - -

HOA realizes that reducing 
grass by 44 percent would not 
result in a like savings in water. 
but an appreciable amount 
can be saved, Mr. Unger noted. 

The organization recogruzes 
tha t conversion of some medi­
an areas to desert landscaping 
would result in the county 
incurring additional expendi­
tures. To offset some of that. 
the Sun City PRIDES have 
o ffered to provide additional 

See HOA - Page 5 
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SUN CITIES­
SLATES: PORA, 
HOA, Sun City Rec 
Boartj choose 
new leaders 
MICHAB. MARESH ud JOHii SOIUIUCII 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Voter turnout in the Sun 
Cities was low for community 
elections this year, in what 
was considered a rather quiet 
campaign. 

Traditionally, the Sun 
Cities have the highest voter 
twnout in the ·state when It 
comes to national and state 
el~tlons, but the numbers 
drop off considerably when It 
comes to the local elections. 

Last year, amid a politically 
charged campaign in the Sun 
City elections, residents had 
voting numbers of about 14 
percent, which more than 
doubled the earlle"r averages of 
about 6 percent voter turnout 
per year for the community 
elections. 

This year Sun City had a 
voter turnout of 4.2 percent. 
In the elections for the Sun .: 
City Home'Owners Association · 
and the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City, just one candidate 
running was not elected to a 
post. 

In Sun City West, the voter 
twnout was less than 4 
percent for the Sun City West 
Property Owners and 
Residents Association. In that 
election,- members elected five 
new directors Tuesday with 
incumbents finishing first and 
second in the voting. 

• The Recreation Centers 
of Sun City 

Three of the four 
candidates running were 
elected, including one board 
member who resigned for 
health reasons earlier in the 
year. . , 

Art Little, who resigned 
from the RCSC board In 
August, won his seat back. 
The only candidate not 
winning a . seat in. this year's 
community election was Jim 
Klug. 

"I had a lot of unfinished 
business on the board, so I 
am happy to be elected again," 
Little said. "A lot of things I 
wapt to do is open-ended, so 
there Is a lot of work for 
everyone still to do." 

Also wlnnjng seats were 
Gayle Schmidt and · Jim 
Kuchle~. . . 

Schmidt, who said she 
, wasn't ,: expe~ting to , w1n11 

thanked her supporters. • 
·rm delighted that I ran 

and that I was elected," she 
said. "I hope that I live up to 

-everyone's ~ctatlons:: ... , , . 
I L-:,The.;.-..RCSG,s nine-m~mbei:_, 
board . , of , directors ·• Is · 
responsible for overseeing the 
management and policies at 
Sun City's recreation centers 
and community golf courses. 

The new· RCSC members· 
will be sworn in on the board 
at next month's · regularly 
scheduled meeting. Also 
announced . at · that meeting 
will be the name of the board 
president for the coming y~. 

The RCSC president serves 
in that position from 
year-to-year, allowlhg · for - a 
change of leadership. Current 
,president Jerry Swintek said 
he wants to remain in the top 
'posltlorr and ·other ~ board 
members have shown their 
support for keeping him In the 
leadership role. -

VF H OWNERS ASSOC . (ff, 0 ~ ) 

·.-BiWL0Cf COUNTS( 
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. Recreation ·centers~~- e Thomas Stolt - 1,060 
· of $un City: •. ' • Allen White - 1,086 

,,. • · J ames Klug ....::·876 Sun City West 
~ ,J im Kuchler, - 1',208 Property . Owners and 

,· • · Art l4ttle - 1,191· ' Residents Association: 
. 

1
,'
3
~

9 
G:ayle . p·ch°:idt'··_ e Alegro Godley-313 

, .. • Louis Goldman- 312 
,. .. 'Sun City Ho~e : • Bob Hill - 286 

Owners Association: • · • Bruce Posey - 364 
• Paula Hitzeman • Dusty Rhodes -495 

1,002 ·., • · ~ e Carl St. Bernard -
, • Mitzie Neisz ...::.. 792 ~ · ' 246 
. .' • ·ruta F.,o~d~ - i.039 , e Chuck Ullman - 467 
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HOA submits median plan-to county 
Not every resident favors the desert landscaping 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

The Sun City Home Own­
ers Association is hoping the 
county will respond soon to 
its suggestion that a demon­
stration median be prepared 
to gauge public response to 
HOA's suggestion to convert 
portions of medians in 

Phase I to partial desert . to be completed , in tota l, ing grass in the medians on 
landscaping, as a water-sav- rather than scattered gener- Alabama. Peoria, 107th and 
ing meas ure. al revisions in various areas. 111 th avenues, south of 

HOA sent a fetter to Tom With this in mind, we rec- Grand Avenue, as a means 
Buick, Maricopa County ommend that a s_ection on of conserving water and 
Department of Transporta- 107th Avenue, between Clair money. . 
tion director, on Nov. 26 rec- Drive and Sun City Boule- Maricopa County spends 
ommending ~a beginning vard, be completed as a unit appr;oximately $200,000 
effort be instigated by start- as early as possible." annually wa tering the medi-
ing a demonstration section HOA has proposed reduc- ans. 

"We chose this area par­
ticularly for a trial because 
there are no residences fac­
ing 107th in that location," 
explained Gerry Unger, HOA 
president. 

The average median in 
Phase I is 40 feet wide and 
600 feet long, or 18,000 

See HOA - Page 5 



HOA 
Continued From Page 1 
square feet, according to Mr. 
Unger. 

The county is currently 
replacing a two-foot wid_e 
strip of dirt and weeds 
around · each median's 
perimeter with a -two-foot 
wide dirt berm. This will 
reduce the grassed area of 
each median to approxi­
mately 15,000 square feet. 

HOA recommends further 
reducing the grassed area by 
widening the berm to five 
feet and converting 50 feet at 
each end of the medians to 
desert landscaping. 

This would reduce the 
grassed area of each median 
to approximately 10,000 
square feet, representing a 
44 percent reduction of veg-
etation. . 

HOA realizes reducing the 
grassed areas by 44 percent 
would not result in like 
reduction in water con­
sumption, but it would still 
provide substantial savings. 

Mr. Unger said HOA has 
received several letters 
regarding the proposed 
changes, with the m ajority 

of them favoring the conser- dents who opposes the HOA J 
vation plan. plan. 

"We have also received "I would rather they keep 
several letters in the mail it all grass ," she said. "We 
with additional sugges- have little enough grass 
tions," Mr. Unger said. around here anyway. 

While HOA, has received "They keep· taking things 
mostly favorable feedback, away from us," she contin-
there are residents living ued. · · 
along Alabama Avenue who "We want it all green," 
oppose the plan. said another neighbor, Don 

"The people like the Gustafson. Don and his 
grass," said L.anny Brent, a wife, Elaine, enjoy peering 
9-year Sun City-resident. out the window and seeing 

Mr. Brent said he and the green grass. 
many of his neighbors pur- The greenbelt influenced 
chased their homes along the Gustafsons in their 
the medians because they home purchase, Mr. 
enjoy the greenbelt. · Gustafson said. 

"They do not want the 
"A lot of people walk their grass replaced with rock or 

_gravel," he said. pets there," Mrs. Gustafson 
"Removing the grass will said, adding the couple does 

affect the value of Il}Y prop- not have a pet. 
erty," Mr. Brent opined. Rather than convert the 

Mr .. Brent said he recently medians to partial desert 
polled residents in his landscaping, Mr. Brent sug­
neighborhood and 35 people gests water could be con- . 
favored retaining the grass, served and money saved if 
four said replacing the grass the county would better 
entirely with roc k would b e maintain the medians. 
acceptable, three were unde- "There are major cracks 
cided and five had no opin- in the concrete s urrounding 
ion. He forwarded the poll the medians," ·Mr: Brent 
results to Mr. Unger. said . "This allows water to 

Leta St. John is another escape and run down the 
of the Alabama Avenue res !- s treet." 



. 
8 
Cf) 
Cf) 
< 
Cf) 

~ 
~ 
0 

~ 
::r:: 

DAILY NEWS-SUN SATURDAY, DEC. 14, AND SUNDAY, DEC. 15, 2002 

HOA plans for·eclosure of Sun City home 
PINEHURST DRIVE: 
Members approve 
measure on apparent 
abandoned property 
JOHN SOKOUCH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

For the first time, the Sun City 
Home Owners Association has 
moved to foreclose on a Sun City 
house. 

~t Frtday's meeting, HOA mem­
bers unanimously approved a 

motion introduced by Jim Corcoran 
to foreclose on a home at 9939 Pine­
hurst Olive. The home already has 
thr-ee liens against it issued by the 
HOA, two for yard clean-ups and 
one for painting the house. 

"This is an unattended property 
in the community that hasn't been 
maintained in years." Corcoran told 
the- other board members. "The 
neighbors have complained about it 
and have asked us to do something 
about it." 

Because the house is unoccu­
pied, Corcoran said, the motion to 
foreclose will not put any resident 

out of a home. Wording for the vote te foreclose 
"I just want everyone to under- on the property strayed from the 

stand that we are not foreclosing on normal language at the request of 
a property of an old woman in a Corcoran, , who asked that it be 
wheelchair." Director Floyd Brown · voted on as an "unopposed/ 

Unger said I.he paperwork lo fore­
close has already been completed­
and is waiting at the HOA lawyer's 
office. 

said . "This is a vacant property." opposed" decision. 
Board President Gerry Unger said "I've done a lot of soul searching." 

there has not been a person living he said. "I don't think anyone sitting 
in the house since as !ale as 1995, at this table would be in favor of 
when he first became involved in foreclosing on someone's home. 
the HOA. That is why I ask that the wording 

"Right now our attorney is just 
waiting to send out the paperwork, 
which was contingent on our pas­
sage of the motion." he said. 

"This is almos t what you would fot the vote be changed for this one 
call an abandoned property." he motion_" 
said. "If we don't take some action. The wording was changed and 
all we have to look forward to is the motion to foreclose was passed 

The property in question is listed 
by the county as belonging to Wilma 
Tuttle, but HOA officials said she is 
not living in the home. Officials also 
_said Tuttle does not have a phone 

· number or another address. 

cleaning it up three times a year." after a few minutes of debate. 

"All 
C we have is a P.O. box for her in Sun City " 

orcoran said "Other th th . 
of getting in to.uch With h~" at we have no way 

Tuttle's home was discussed at an HOA land 
use committee tin . -
action was tak mee g m September, bul no en. 

Corcoran, who is chairman of that . 
tii ~e ~~ec:~e is just a sertes of ~~~o~~tt~e~ 
ties on pan~th d gd to ke~p. community proper-

"We . . ee restrtctions. 
correct~~ g;:O~:mviolatothrs ~very opportunity to 
h I • h on eu- own or With our 

e p, . e said. "If they choose not to do . 
a?out it. we will start to get tough With ~yt.h;g 
Will take them to court d ·f em. e 
on their homes. But tha~Wl:111 neledbbe, ,,foreclose 
oth t· • on Y e a1ter every er op JOn 1s exhaus ted If th 
and roll, let's do it'... · ey want to rock 

See OWNER, A5 

I \ 



Y!.' !!\.JllJ.J Ult ,u l U .nuu uv 

DAILY NEWS-SUN SATURDAY, DEC. 14, AND SUNDAY, DEC. 15, 2002 

HOA picks officers 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

New officers were elected in the 
Sun City Home Owners Association's 
final meeting of the year. 

At Friday's meeting, current Presi­
dent Geny Unger stepped down as 
leader and board member to serve as 
an advisor for the board. The HOA 
president's term is for one year. 

At the meeting, three new board 
members - Tom Stolt, Rita Roddy 
and Paula Hitzeman, who were 
elected Dec. 10, were installed. Cur­
rent board member Allan White was 
also re-elected to the board. 

All three new members said they 
were looking forward to serving on 
the board in the best interest of 
residentis. 

"I think it is going to be a lot of 

learning," Stolt said. 
Roddy said her top concern would 

be to work for keeping the communi­
ty's deed restrictions in order. 

·1 want to work in favor of the 
people, not against them," she said. 

Hitzeman said she would use her 
experience to work as an asset to 
the board and community. 

New b_oard officials were elected 
at the meeting as well. The new 
lineup is: 

• President - Floyd Brown. 
• First vice president -.- Jim 

Corcoran. 
• Second vice president - Phyllis 

Roach. 
• Secretary - Tom Stolt. 
• Treasurer - Marge Murphy. 
John Sokolich can be reached at 

87n-2."i26 or ;sokolich@aztrib.com. 
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HOA to proceed with 
foreclosure of property 
By Mike Russo 
Independent News papers 

The Sun City Home Own­
ers Associa tion took a ction 
las t week to remove a long­
time burr under its saddle. 

During a Dec. 14 s pecia l 
meeting. HOAs Board of 
Directors approved proceed­
ing with a foreclosure on a 
vacant property in U1e 9900 
block of Pinehurs t Drive. 

Ione Boynton. HOA's exec­
utive direc tor, said to the best 

of anyone's knowledge. HOA 
has never taken such a dras­
tic s top to preserve U1e com­
munity·s deed restric tio ns. 

··we have been trying to get 
this property cleaned up for 
four or five years," explained 
Jim Corcoran, HOA director. 
HOA has previou sly filed 
U1ree liens agains t U1e prop­
erty. but it rema ins an ··eye­
sore." according to Mr. Corco-
ran. · 

.. In clean-up and painting 
of the property, HOA has 

spent S 1,275 so far:· Mr. Cor­
coran said. 

Mr. Corcoran said HOAs 
a ttorney recently suggested 
U1e organization proceed with 
foreclosure to r ectify the 
problem . 

··1-1OA will seek a sale o f the 
property so it can be r eim­
bursed for expenses:· Mr. 
Corcoran said. 

HOA will a lso be seeking 
10 percent per annum inter­
es t on U1e money it is owed . 
compensation for legal fees, 

and a 1 0 percent handling 
charge on U1e firs t two liens . 

.. We a lready applied for a. 
handling fee on the third 
one," Mrs. Boynton said . The 
handling fee on the firs t two 
liens wo uld amount to $50 
and $22.50 , s he noted . 

The next step will be to 
notify HOA"s a ttorney U1a t the 
board has taken the action to 
seek foreclosure. Mrs . Boyn­
ton said s he did not know 
how long the proceed ings 
could take. 


