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HOMES GO UP and lake goes down simultaneously.
Model homes along what will be shore of new Sun City

‘lake in area north of Grand Avenue should be ready

for fall showing.

shows lake also is well along toward completion. That's
fishing pier in foreground. (News-Sun Staff Photo)

View from nearby manmade hill
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, DECLARATION OF REYTIICTIONS:

KNOW ALL MIEN DY THESE PRESIENTS:

'I"hat the undorslgned, ARIZONA TITLE INSURANCT AND TRUST COM-
PANY, an Arlzona corporatlon, as Trustes, belng the owner of tho following deb -
ciibed real property, sltuated in the Counly of Mnricopa, State of Arlzona; to wit:

TRACT "A," SUN CITY UNIT SIXTEEN (16)
according to a plat thercof tecorded in the
office of the County Recordet In Buok 122
of Maps, at Pago(s) 3 _thereof,

{n doslring to entablish the nature of the use and enjoymont theroof does hereby:
doclare sald real properly subject to the followlng restrictlve covenants ad to the
uee and enjoyment thoreof, all of which are and shall be construcd as restrictive
covenants running with the title to sald ptemliscs; and with each and every Jot,
part and parcel thereof, to wit:

1. No bullding ﬁimll be erected, malntalned; ot Pétmltlbd thereon or
on any portion thereof,

2, .

A. One boat docking facllity may be constructed and maintalned
from and In connection with each single family residential 1ot fronting on the lake,
Ono boal docking facility inny be constructed and malnlalned i tonnectlon with
eneh unlt of nny multl-fomily roaldontind bullding which may bo mnda subject to
ihin Declneallon of Realylctionn, oak docking [nclilllos for multl-famlily untls
nhall be conatructed and maintalned (rom the common aron of such Aren fronting
on the Inke, No Lont docking fncllitles In connection with fake front mulli-famlly
resldenttal . property may exceed ten (10) feot in widlh, '

B, Ona (1) bont docking faclilty and ope (1) flshldg plet miy be con-
alructed and malntalned from and In cotincetion withh Traet "D, Sun Clty Unlt '
Sixteon, Such boat docking facllity may be other than cantllever tn construction,
and may be anchored to or on the lake bed, and may extend more than ten (10} (eet past
the lake edge onto the lake, Sald ﬂ?l‘\lhg pldr'hm'\y re@t upon or penohate the lake
bed, i . '

C. All boat docking facllitles, éxcepl on Tract "B, ! Sun Clty Unit
Sixtecn shall be cantllever In construction, shall not extend more thdn ten ti0)
fcet pnst the'lake edge onto the lake, and shall be anchotred nbove waler level, No
boat docking facility, or any portion thereof, except such facitity located on Teact.
"B, " Sun Clty Unil Sixteen, shall bo permitted to rest tpon ot to penctrale lhe
lake bed. B -

: D, No boat dockling facllily or Any replacemont of the flshing pler
located on Tract "' B," SBun Clty Unlt Sixtoori shall be conatruclad on any proportly
adjncent to the lake, or 'najor niodl lintion rmadce heretn without the deslpn thereof
being fival npproved by the Apehitectural Control Conuntltee. Plens theteto) shall
Le pramented to the Avchitectutn) Control Commlttlee whieh rhall have a perfod of
nol less than thirly (30) days from the date of vocelpl theraof to clthor approye or
disapprove sald plans., Fallure of tho Archltoctural Conlrol Commitice to act un
any such plans shall be conrtruod to bo an approval thotwof, Tho Inltlal Arehilee-
tural Control Commltloo shall conalst of three (3) membera, or thelr tucnéreéata,
solected from timao to time by Dol B, Wobb Dovelopment Ca,  The Intliat Arehl-

tectural Conliol Coinmitloo memheta ahall bo 3, W, Meekor, O, F, Childrers dnd
W. Malthewn, ‘
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1, No bont exeooding fourleen (14) foot In tength ot powered by any
motor (n axcods of {lve (3) horse powai may bo tlod vp at any dock on the Jake
or waad upon snld Inke, Thls restriction shall not be constiued an prohiblting
the ownot of any lol from ownlng and/or malntalnlng n boat or boatn exceeding
such limitptlons of power and/or lenglh for use olher thah on the lake adjoln-
ing sald lol, Doals mny ba placed on and rerhoved [rom the lake only by one
of the boat foading tamps located and malnlalned on Tract "B, " Sun Clty Unit

Sixlecen. .

4, Solong as Del E, Webb Development Co, s islng any lake front
lots for model home purposes, cleaning and malntenance of the lake shall be
performed by Del J5, Webb Development Co., at its own expense; When such
model homes are no longer maintained on lake front lots, such cleaning and
maintenance shall become ahd thereafler remain the responsibllity of the owners

of lake front ptoperty, Malntenance shall Include; but not be limited to, temoval
of weeds, cleaning and repalrs to the lake,

5. Evaporation losses from the lake shall bo detetmined by means
of tests conducled a sufficlent number of times cach year to assure rolatlve
nccurncy, Scepage losses shall be determinod at least once each year, Seep-
age and evaporation shall be determined by ncceptable aclontitlc ptocedures,
Such determination shall be made by an {ndependent englneering company (quall-
fied lo make such determination) working alone or; at the lake owner's optlon,
in conjunction with engineers working for or hired Ly the ownet of the lake, Com-
mencing July 1, 1970 and so long as the source of water for the lake s a well
or wells located on or used In connection with a golf course In the vicinity of the
lake, the owners of property fronting on the lake shall be tesponsible for paying
the actual cost of electricity uscd for pumping the amount of waler required to
replace water lost as & result of eynpotation and beepage, In the event the
nource of water for the lake s other than a well or wells loeated on or used In
connectlon with n golf course In tho vicinlly of lhe lake, the ownors bf property
fronling on the lake shall be responsible for paylng the nctunl cost of providing
the amount of water required to malntaln the lake water at approximately the
level normally theretofore malntained,

6, 5o long as the source of walet for the lake la a well or wells loca-
tod on or used in connectlon with a golf coutse {n the vielhity of the lake, the
owner of such golf codurse shall have the right to pump watéet from the lake for

-purposcs of lrrigating such golf course, '

7. No water may be pumped from the lake for purposcs of lrrigating
ot watering lawns or landscaping of resldentlal propertics. Water from the lake
may bo pumped (rom the lake for purposes of provlding cascading water .for the

man-made minlature mountaln located on the propetty tiséd totr communlly tecré-

ation facilities adjacent to the lake. i

B, In order to promote and malntaln elflcloncy And cooperhtion for
the full enjoyment of tho lake on the nbove descrlbed property, A Bonatd of
Mannpamont be, and the same ls herceby cotabllshed hnd created da follows:

A, Tho Boatd of Management shall conslset of three Managers
who shall choose p chalrman [rom among tfiem.

B, The Inltlal Board of Management, offoctlyo as of the datoe of
theso prosonts, shall conslat of the following three employees of Del E, Webb -
Development Co,, equitable owner and developer of the hereln doseribed prom- .
fncs, J. W, MEEKER, O, F, CHILDIESS and ¢, N, BARTLETT, who shull
ecrve unlll slxty porcont of the lake front renldential untts have been kold, at

o —— . — . —
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which (Imo mich Doard shall tharcupon cnuee th olucllun lo ba hold hmong the
owners of the lake fronl property who ohall elect n hew Boakd from among Lhe
owners~ol such lako front property, Thereafter, a new Douard of Mahagement
shall bo eslablished cach year. Following the Inllial Nonkd of Munagement

cach sugcceding Doard shall consist of one (1) lnolnbcl sclectad by tho owner of
the lako; ono (1) moembor clocled by tho ownot of any lake front property uned
for community recreution facilitics; and one (1) member elected by the owhers of
(ho lake front rosidentlal lols., The Managers so selected shall setrve for a term
of one yeal, without pay. Del E. Webb Development Co. shall have the d ght to
substitute or appoint new members to the inltial Noard of Management from time
to time In the event one or morc of the herein named indlvidunls shall become
unable ot unwilling to continue to gerve In such capaclty; or Is tio longer an

employece of sald Corporation,

C. For tho purpose of election of a Manager to represent the
resldential property, each rosidential unit made subject to this Declaration of
Restrictions shall constitute one voting unit; it belng understood that the ownets
of each unit shall be entitled to one voto damong them regardiess of the nurnbar

of grantees who may own such unit, '

». A majorlty vote of the Managers shall entitle #ald Board to
carry out action In connection with {ts rights and powetd,

9.' The Board of Management shall have the following rights and

powers: '

| A To levy hosessmentd, payable In adyvance; agalnst the property .
_ surroundlrg the lake,

B, To use rnd oxpond the pbsessmontd collocted to malntaln,
enre for Aid proseryo tho lake,

¢. To pay Iot- teplacement of water'lost throtgh evaporation
and seepage, ' '

P, To collect delinquent absesoments by sult or otherwido, —

E, To prohibit use of thé lakée from any lake front property "
upon which asscssmeonts are not cirrent,

¥, To empioy and dlsmiss wotkmen to maintdin and care for
tho 1akb, ' .

@. To employ and dismlos oxpexts to determine the amount of

aeepage and evaporation of water from thé lake.
1

H, To make and amend roasonable rules {n connéction wilh
uso of the lako,

1, To cronto an assossiment fund Into which the Board shall

plnco nil aumn collcctod by asscssmenls ox otherwise, the asscasment fund

'\t?lio unad and oxpended for the purposcs hereln act foyth ..

J, To rondor to the owners of lake froit propetly boml-ainual
statomonts ol rocelpls and expondilutos,

K, To appolnt offlcorh ahid agentd to eatty out the businoss of
the Noard,

L To bo and nct an tho Architoetural Control Comm!tlco ro-

plnhinp tho committoo roferrad to {n paragraph 2 hetoof, * -,

(]
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10, That fer the putrpose of enforeing thooo pr
iy ; g Pranentn, the Bourd of
‘ﬁn:::\“n.)un‘l.und its rku.::.cusa-ac'n-a :.u-c hoteby granted, a len apgadnnt tha filerout
i y grantec of any proparty iado subject to (hese vaotrlctionn, hilo holra,
z::;;u:::;s‘;v2:!?:::'?]11:':::]1-20?:]ia“snlxg:st, rto.lt;cl-::um tho faithful porforrnnnco of
e T I 01' ol forih m'rain, and In tho vvent of honpor-
or default by any wuch grantoc, tho Hon npgalnnt (ho Iitarant of nuel,
grantee in said properly may bo foraclonod by the Bonridl uf Munuggeinanl n the
samo manner ao a yoalty maotlyngo jod thik vy radeppdbon Haceon o mhinil,
novertheless, bo subject Lo tho Hon haroln erontad wi Lo alhar ar fubra evanty
or nonperformance or defaull; provided, howavor; It In npactflenlly undaratood
and agreed that any lien horein created or which at any thno nceruoo by virtue
of the provislons hereof, and tho lerims herecof, shall at all thines be subordl-
nate and inferior to the llegn and the terms and conditions of any bona fide
morlgage in which' a lending institution 18 the mortgagee, whethor such mortgago
be now in existence or be herea(ter made and placed against all or any portion
of the above described premises and the Improvements tharecon, It {s the in-
tontion that the lien horein created shall be secondary and subordinate to any
such bona fide Institutlonal mortgage 1lén rogardless of the tlme euch morlgage
_lion is placed of record, -

11, An initial mainlenance assessment 1s hereby levied against cach

" residential upnil made subject to these rcktrictions in a sum equal to lhree (3)
times the mopthly assessment rate ostablished by the Hoard of Mahagement for
cach such residentlal unit immediately preceding tho time of the initial salo
thercofl, Tho sald Initial assessment shall be paid by the initlal purchasor of cach
residentlal unit made subject to these restrictions to the Board of Management
through escrow at the closing thercof; provided, howevet, neithor thie initial
asscssmont, nor any other assesgment thercalter made; nor any lien established
to assurc collection thereof shall apply to the undorsigned, but ehall apply oniy lo
purchasers of sald rosidontial unité and thelr succenbot b, '

12, Those yestrictions shall be made an encumbiance on ahd an obliga-
tion of the real property adjacent to and contiguous with Tract ""A, ! Sun City Unit
Sixteen (16) by referenco hereto in tho Declatation of Resttlctions tecorded in

connoction therewith,

The foregolng restriclions and covenants run with the land and shall
be binding on all persons owning the real property to which these reetriclions
are made an encumbrance for a period of thirty (30) years following Lhe date
these restrictions are recorded, after which time sald covenants shall be auto-
maltically extended for successlve petlodé of ten (10) yeard each, These reslric-

tions and covenanls may be amended, in whole or in part, at any lime by vole of
thX, " Sun City Unit Sixteen, plus by yotc of
{Tre owner of owners of Tract "D, " Sun Clly Unil Sixteen, along with a majority
vote of the then owners of such encumbered propgf_t_)".-' Doeds of €6Aveyaiice of
m or any parl thereofl may contain the above rosttictive covenanls
by reference to this ducumient but whethet or not such referencao Is mado In such
dceds or any thercof, cach and all of such restrictive covenants shall be valid
and binding upon the respeclive granleces, Violalion of dny one or mora of such
covenants may be rest rained by any courl of compatont Jurtsdiction and damagvu
- awardod against such violator; provided, howovet, that n vinl:\llu.n of theno |
roslrictive coyenanls or any one or more of them shall not affect 1]\(; h:h of -;ny‘
mortgage now of record, or which hétroaftor may ba placed of focord, Upon ediu

traclp or any parl thercof.

vanahls bo {nvalidated by law, rr(-_\.n-
y stich tarlriclive cavananla shall in

ol ah
rndm' of the rostriclive covqnnntt.

Should any of these reslrictive co ’

lat,an or court flocroc, such Invalidil
no way aftect tho yalldily of the rema

onn Tilla Inanrange and Trunl Com=,

TN tREOQF .) 0 Arlff
IN WITNESS WHIEREOF, ih Foorate ndma o ho blgnod And 11

pany, 8a Truntoo, had horounto cAudnd 1kd co
. ]
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cotpornto senl to bo afflxad and the spma td be ntlosled by the slgnniure of

tta duly nuthorired offtcer, this 17th day of July -, 19 69
ARIZONA TIHLE INSURANCIE AND TRUST
COMPANY
‘ .
ATTEST:,
“h ) : e S 2§

BY oy I:. (.rf// [? ' f v,/,, iy BY t.‘.’/‘;"( Z:)'{:W/

Stanley Mathlaen, Asslstant ’ Earl Briggs; Vice Prébident

Secrelary '
L] ' ' \

STATE OF A'mzoNA

Bs.
COUNTY OF MARICOPA )
On this 17th day of  July . z 19l .69. before me, the
undersigned officqr, appeared Earl Dxipps and
Stanley Mathlsen » Who ncknowledged themselves to be the
Vice Prenident and _Assistant Sccretary » respectlvely, of

ARIZONA TITLE INSURANCIE AND TRUST COMPANY, a corporation, and that
they as such officers, belng authorized so to do, executed lhe foregoing Instrument

for the purpouses thereln contalned by slgning the naine of the corporation as Trustee,

by themaelvea, as such officers.

. ..;_'"" {N WITNESS W}IEREOF, 1 herecinto pel my hand and offtclal seal,

.....
. .
.
.

Julrw. 1912 = L T HEa

" YrATE e A; . B
lo{:I'iFy ‘3)1 tl;.lfgc \‘ o i :
| hereby ceslily lll al tho with:

In Ins Jnnnunl I |I|| d dnd e ;
Eorded ol reihost ol : B
ARIZOWA TITLE o F 3

: JUL17'59- -1280 . *
rlib:ﬂni' '( (»‘) )

ﬂ' )“"

—

bn pago l') .
\\'ilm"it nly ( W ml nl: lrhll
'y ﬂ“l I l' th" L3 H

Seal Lho «

VAT ;-"?’ 3 ' Wi .

wf vl oy = Jl ' '
= ’U " ‘ \ BN Notary Pdublie in #nd/for sdld County and State -
T \.. o . .
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KNOW ALL MEN 1Y THESE PRESENTS! ' BRLE = I

f] .

\fs
That ARIZONA TITLE INSURANCE AND TRUST coMPANY, An Arlzona
corpora“on. as Truastce, being the ownet of the followlng described real property,
situated in the Coun!y ol Marlcopa, Stale ol At-lzona, to wits

'rtu\c:'r PA, M SUN CITY UNIT SIXTEEN (16).
according to the plat of record In the offlce
of the Counly Recorder of Marlcopa County,

- Arlzona, ‘In Book 122 of Mapsy Page 3 lhereof

and desirlng to oatabllsh the nature of the use and on]oymonl teroof dld dcclnre
sald roal proporty subject to certaln restrictive covenants aé rocorded In Dockot
7698, Page 919y among the records of the offlce of thd Reeorddt- of Marlcopa

. County, Arlzona} and

i

L}

- That the Underslgnod, lel belng the ownér of lfm' above'deberibed
properly, deslres to amend Sald Declaration of Restrlcllonbg and

That, pursuant lo the terms of sald Declaration of Roslr!ctlons, lhey

. can only be amended by thé owner of Tract "A, ' Unit 16, with approval of the owner

of Tract "'B," Unit 16, and 8 majorlty of the owners of the rcal property adjacent to-
“and conﬂguaus with snld Ttact "A, " Unlt 16} and ' .

That this amendment {s also exocuted by the prenom‘. ownet of anld-

Tract "B, " Unit 16, rnd a majorily of the prosont owners of sntd ptopotly h&jace'nt

anld Tract "A, " Unlt 16a

to and con!lpuoua wit

MOV, THEREFORE, the afotrésald Declarat!on of Rutrlctloné te hereby

‘amended s follows

. 1, Paragraph 2, C, shall be amended to read as follows!.

* PC, No boat docking facllity, except oh tract "B

Sun’ Clty Unit Sixteen, -shall be anchored to ot on ot

~ touch the lake bed or be anchored to ot on or touch

« . the side wall of the lake, shall not exceed ten feel In . *
' ‘length nor extend oul Into the lake mote than teh feet

T W from the-crest of the slde wall, and any such facllity

* " -shall be am:hored above the crebl of lhe side 'wé“ e I'.'

2, - The first ecnlenca of parngraph - s’lall bd eménded
~ lo read as follows: ;
"No boat exceeding fourtoen (14) fect in lenglh or
.powered by any motor In éxcess of sl (6) horse power .
" may be tled up nlt any dock on thé faks or usod Upoh
the fake, " 4

'E;:copt ns hereln modified the sald Declaralion bf Reatelctions sfiall re-
main In full force and offoct, :

el -
elaI
; gramics

s
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AGR«“EMENT

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into this 1st day of

MARCH , 1977, by and between ARIZONA TITLE INSURANCE

AND TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE OF TRUST #6325, hereinafter referred
to as "Trustee'", and RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY, INC., a non-

profit corporation, hereinafter referred to as "Centers'.

WITNESSETH:
WHEREAS, the parties hereto entered into an Agreement on
the 22nd day of September, 1975 to carry out the provisions of

Trust No. 6325; and

\

WHEREAS, the parties now wish to amend said Agreement;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the sum of Ten and
no/100 ($10.00) Dollars, and other good and valuable consideration,
receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, the parties hereto agree
as follows:

1. Paragraph 11 of said Agreement shall be stricken,
as null and void, except for the last two sentences, which shall
read as follows, and which shall continue to be binding in the
Agreement:

"Inasmuch as the golf courses are a major
contributor to the maintenance of Viewpoint Lake,

Centers agrees that as owner of the golf courses

it shall pay fifty percent (50%) of all mainten-

ance costs of the lake. Such costs shall become

part of the total expense for the operation of the
golf courses."

2. The third, or last, sentence of paragraph 3 as set

forth below shall be amended as follows:
"It is expected the possible savings in labor

expenses and taxes resulting from possession of

the courses by Centers will bring the level of the

cost of golf course operation to a point where

there should be no immediate increase in golf

course rates after May 31, 1977."

3. All other terms, covenants and conditions of the
Agreement dated September 22, 1975 shall remain in full force and

effect.




IN WITNESS WHEREOF; the parties have executed this

Agreement by the proper persons duly authorized so to do on the

day and year first hereinabove written.

RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY, INC.
(formerly Sun City Community
Association), an Arizona non-
profit corporation

By Q(ﬂ@/

PHILLIP T. BEAR, PRESIDENT

~ARIZONA TITLE INSURANCE AND TRUST
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR TRUST #6325

APPROVED this 1st day of March, 1977 by the Board of ~
Y 1Lz Tty Q Q
// // ’1/ A '/./‘..d_/ it ”-7-::' sf K

Qg/ RS 7L
L=/

e 77

zlbé, IL 57 /ﬂ?ff_"__—"

I" IV

|

f ) Directors of RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY, INC.
|

:

I

|
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AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into this 22nd day
of September, 1975, by and betyeen ARIZONA TITLE INSURANCE
AND TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE OF TRUST $6325, hereinafter
referred to as "Trustee"; and RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY,
INC.;, & non-profit corporation, hereinafter referred to as
"Centers". L .
WITNESSETH:
, ﬂHEREAS, Trustee currently has title to certain prop-
( ) erty, a description of which is attached as Exhibit "A" and
méde a part hereok by reference thereto, said property con-
sisting of seven golf courses located in Sun City, Maricopa County,
Arizona, apd a lake knoyn as Viewpoint Lake, also located in Sun
City, Maiiqopa County,; Arizona; and
. WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Trust #6325,
Centers is the primary beneficiary of said trust; and
WHEREAS, purxsuant to the terms of Trust 6325, the
primary beneficiary may take title to all the property owned
by said trust; '
(-‘ : ﬁOWp THEREFORE, in consideration of Ten Dollars ($10.00)
and other good and valuable consideration; receipt of which is

hereby ackpowledged, Trustee agrees to convey to Centers and

z Centers hereby agrees to accept from Trustee all right, title
E and incidents of ownership to all property known as the'ﬁiver—
% : view, Willowbrook, Willowcreek, Lakes East, Lakes West, South
E ﬁg gg " and North golf courses in Sun City, Arizona; and Viewpoint
§ gg gé %‘gake an sup City, Arizopa, consisting of and including but not
% ;g; §§ limited to the real property described in Exhibit "A" attached
ﬁ RL hereto and made a part hereof, and all buildings and improvements,
2

o
GU.




including pump stations; located thereon, on the 1st day of

June, 1977, subject to the following provisions and conditions:
' 1. Trustee shall, at Centars! option, provide to
the Centers, budgetary and financial advice to assist Centers
in the operation of the golf courses and Viewpoint Lake. Centers
may, prior to June 1,; 1977, form a committee which shall meet
with representatives of the Del E. Webb Development Co., who
currently manaée said courses, to reviey on a frequent basis,
records and reports, ipcluding financial records and reports,
relating to tﬁe operation of the golf courses and Viewpoint
Lake so as_té eﬁable Centers to become knowledggable as to
.the requirements of the operation of the_golf courses and View-
point Lake. Centers! committee may make recommendationg on a
quarterly basis as to the operation and maintenance of the golf
courses anpd Viewpoint Lake; Trustee shall make.available after
May 31, 1977, the services of Mr. Mike Britt, or an‘alternative
acceptable to Centers,'to.aésiét in the orderly transition and
operation of the golf courses to Centers. Such assistance from
Mr. Britt will be at the expense of Trustee. ‘If Centers so
desires, Trustee shall furnish to Centers;, at Trustee's expense,
assistance in_the training of personnel to operate the pro shop
facilities. |

2, All contracts currently in force relating to the
management and leasing of the pro shops and snack bar facilities
on the golf courses, including the lease with Sun City |
Pro Shops, Inc., and any contracts for the operation and ﬁain~
tenance of the golf courses and Viewpoint Lake; shall be termi-
nated effective the closg of-busirassc on Mey 31, 1977. If any
of said contracts are not so terminated, Trustee agrees to in-
demnify and hold Centers harmless against any debts, liabilities,
expenses and obligations which are incurred by Centers by reason

of said failure to effectively terminate sald contracts.



In additiony Ceﬁters shall not be obligated in any manner to
purchase; or assume liability for, any inventpry, supplies

or consignments on hand as of June 1, 1977. Any‘expenses in-
curred prior to June 1, 1977, shall be paid by Trustee.

3, It is, the understand#n% of Centers that Trustee
shall have, prior to June 1; 1977; increased total annual
golf revenues to that 1eve1.which, when taking into account
only those revenues from members of Centers and thelr guests,

shall be equal to or greater thah the total annual expenses

incurred in the operation and management of the golf courses

-after taking into account the savings in labor expense and

taxes, if any, resulting from possession of the courses by
Cepters as set forth below. It is the intent of Trustee that
the golf courses wi;l be managed in such a way as to match the
income derived with the expenses incurred in the operation of
the golf courses, therebg making the entire operation attain a
break-even point. It is expecfed
ggggggggb_ll_hezainfyp%us the possible savings in labor expenses

and taxes resulting from possession of the courses by Centers,

will bring the level of the cost of such golf course operation

. to a point yhere there shauld be no immediate increase in golf

course rates after May 31, 1977.

4. Trustee also hereby agrees to convey to Centers
apd Centers hereby agree to accept from Trustee on June 1; 1977,
all right, title and interest to the wells, pumps and wafér
distribution systems as more particularly described in Exhibit
"B" attached hereto and incorporated by reference. The well,
pump an? yater distribution sysken located on the Lakes East‘
and Lakes West golf courses presently supplying Viewpoint and
Dawn takes,‘shall continue to be used to supply Viewpoint and

Dawpn Lakes. The evaporation and seepage losses from the lakes

L



shall be determined by Centers and the ownérs of property
fronting on Viewpoint Lake shall be charged for actual pumping
costs as recorded in paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 of the Declaration
of Restrictions, pocket No. 7745, Page 669. Such losses and

charges are to be determined on the sdme basis and using the

' same formuld as has been used by the previous title owners of

the lake. _

5, - Irustee shall convey to Centers a water right
§upplying, to the extent the existipg well located at sunland
Memorial_?érk has the capacity; the golf courses with the same

propaxtiapate share of the yater from said well now being

gupplied to the1golf gcourses served, An accurate measuring

device on such weli vill be provided to determine the percentage
of water used on the golf courses and the percentage used

for other purpaoses. Centers agrées to pay; to Webb, on a
guérterly basis, 1ts proportiopate share of the electrical
pxpense, and; on a yearly basis, its proportionate share of

operation and maintenance of said well based upon the percentage

;pwaater used for the golf courses.

6. Centers agrees to maintain the golf courses in
accordance with the standard which has been in existence for
the three years prior to the date of transfer. Centers shall
provide adequate water, mowing, fertilizing and other main-
tepance which may be required on the courses and shall mqin—
tain an adequate personnel force to assure the standard.hoted
above is met,

7. The covenants, obligations and representations
expressed in this Agreement are continuing and shall not become
merged in nor be extinguished by the delivery of the deed con-

veying the premises and the payﬁent of purchase price by



& -

centers and shall be binding and inure to the benefit of
and shall apply to the respective successors, assigns and legal

representatives of Trustee and Centers.

8. Centers shall have the right to a final inspection

mors e
of all of the property listed in Exhibit "A" not less than q!.w&Ti;
r #CS0C By
ninety (90) days before it is propo‘séd to transfer title to ////[}';Z"

sald property to Centers pursuant to the terms of this Agreement,
it being understood Trustee shall maintain the courses in accord-
apce yith the standard that has existed in the three years prior
to the date of this Agreement. Centers agrees to accept the
premises eiisting on Jupe 1, 1977, without any obligation upon
the Trustee to take any action to prepare the same for use by
Centers. Centers further states that its acceptance of the con-
dition of the premises is based entirely upon its inséection
and nat upon any representations or wafranties expressed or
made by the Trusgtee.

| 9, Trustee shall pay all legal fees incurred by and
at the diﬁection of the Centers that are directly allocable

to the transfer encompassed ip this agréement, including; but

not limited to, fees for legal opinions regarding union con-
tracts and the tax status of the entity to which Trustee or

Centers makes any transfer. Trustee shall pay for the title

insurance premiums, escrow and recording fees, and charges in--

curred as a result of this Agreement, including treal estate
taxes and insurance pro-rated to the date of the transfer of
the courses,

10. anters agrees the Del E. Webb beﬁelopment Ca;
its agents and emplovees shall have the right té enter inkte and
upon the aforementioned property at all reasonable times for
the purpose of exhibiting the same to prospective purchasers
of homes in Sun City or Sun City West. Ceﬁters agree the afore-

saild prospective purchasers may use the golf courses and .



facilities and payment for such use shall be made by Del E.
Webb Development Co. to Centers in accordance with a fee
schedule to be determined by Centers or a separate social club
operating the golf courses and facilitiesi hoyever, in no
event shall the fee charged for a prospective purchaser be
greater than the lowest daily greenslfee paid by a member of
Centers for the course played. Such right to play shall be

iimited to one play per prospeetive'purchaser.

_llf__EeE—the~#inetFhweaty=£Qn:_4244—3Eﬁﬂﬁﬁkidﬂnnsﬂamn-

. veyance of the property from Trustee to Centers, Trustee shall

p&y to Centers, on a quarterly basis, the difference between
the emount of expenses incurred in the operation of the gelf'
courses de facilities thereon, and Viewpoint Lake, including

personal property purchases therefor; and the 1nqnme derived

from such codrses during said period. Income eﬁall be defined

as all monies r eived from any source whatsoever due to the

operation of the go courses or the facilities thereon, in-

cluding but not limited to membership—duea, greens fees,
operating surplus from prior qua;ﬁe;sz any income derived

from the operatiop of the ehesy’gar and pro shop facilities on
the property; and all feeeyrééé{yed from Viewpoint Lake owners.
Expenses shall mean allfnbfmal ogégeting expense categories

as shown on the book"ef Trustee as\bﬁ\January 1, 1975, and
shall include, but/pot be limited to; ail\ealaries, wages,
repairs; utilities; maintenance, office and\operating suﬁplies,

insurance, taxes and other expenses directly chargeable and

properly applicable to the operation of the golf courses and
N

§ thereon ard Viewpcint Lake. Prior to the payment
subsidy herein provided; Trustee shall review ail in-
come/apd expenses pald by Centers and shall have the right,

/

after consultation with Centers, to reject as an expense .\K

allocable to the subsidy, any expense which is not directly \\‘

r313§59”?9 the operation of the golf courses, facilities,



Inasmuch as the golf courses are a
major contributor to the maintenance of Viewpoint Lake,
Centers agrees that as owner of the golf courses, it shall
pay fifty percent (50%) of all maintenance costs of the lake.
Such costs shall become part of the total expense for the
operation of the golf courses.

12. The use of the golf courses and Viewpoint
Lake described in Exhibit "A" is iptended primarily for the
use of Centersf members and their guests or any separate social
club operaging the golf courses and facilities.

13. The management of Viewpoint Lake shall be
accomplished by a three-man board consisting of fhe same
representatives on the presept management board pursuant to
the applicable deed restrictions. '

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties have executed this
Agreemenﬁ‘by the proper persons duly authorized to do so on l

the day and year first hereinabove written.

RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY, INC

(formerly Sun City Community
Associatlon), an Arizona
pop-profit corporation

ARIZONA TITLE INSURANCE AND TRUST
COMPANY , >$ TRUSTEE FOR TRUST §6325
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aApproved this 22nd day of September;, 1975, by

the Board of Directors of RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY, INC.

/.
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/f[l/&\ f/rh,:/ _ufi:

4 b




VF SC LAKES FEB. 6, 1985

THE SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT—February 6-12, 1985—1B

| Photo uriesy of Del E. Webb Deelont Company
PARADISE. The quiet, peaceful serenity which Sun City had to of- the background is the Lakes Club, Viewpoint Mountain and
fer attracted many residents to the area. This photo was taken Lakeview Recreation Center.

alongside Viewpoint Lake during the 1960s. Yet to be developed in
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RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY, INC.
FISHING AND BOATING REGULATIONS
VIEWPOINT LAKE

FISHING REGULATIONS

1.

Recreation Centers Membership or Non-owner Privilege cards must be pre-
sented and shown upon request to appointed personnel. Guests are welcome
if accompanied by a Member or Non-owner Privilege card holder.

This is a private lake, however a State Fishing License is required. Use
only one pole and not more than two hooks on a line.

Limit is five (5) fish (combined species) total daily.

Fishing is permitted from shore west of fishing pier, except boat dock

area, and where designated on Recreation Centers property only. No public
fishing permitted from private property except by homeowner or his/her guest.

Do not clean fish on shore of lake. Keep the lakeshore clean of all trash.

Use of live minnows is prohibited. Water dogs, artificial lures, flies,
live worms, salmon eggs, dough balls, or marshmallows are acceptable.

No fishing or boating after dark.

BOATING REGULATIONS

Boat limit: wup to 16 feet in length and must be licensed as required by
Arizona statutes.

Motors limited to 6 h.p. maximum,; gas or electric.

All passengers must have U. S. Coast Guard-approved life preservers on
board.

Anchors must be mushroom or ball types. No sharp pointed ones.

Boat operators are advised to stay 75 feet clear of fishermen to avoid
fish scare and line cutting.

No swimming in lake at any time.

IF WE ARE TO MAINTAIN A GOOD FISHING LAKE, WE WILL NEED YOUR COOPERATION.

11-87

PLEASE DO NOT PUT UNDESIRABLE SPECIES OF FISH IN THE LAKE.

gﬂ oo dk

£d Vander Took, Executive Adminstrator




258 tamilies live on Sun City’s two lakes

By P. ATWOOD WILLIAMS
Total editor

SUN CITY - When you think
of retirement living in the Sun
Cities, you may not think of
lakes. But for 258 home or
duplex dwellers, and some E]l
Dorado residents there is life on
a lake. However, it doesr’t come
cheap. .

The lake with the highest
profile is Viewpoint Lake be-
cause it has a public recreation
center dock, fishing privileges, a
waterfall and can be seen from
the bridge on Cameo Drive.
There are 81 homes located
around this 34-acre lake,

But one of the best kept sec-
rets in Sun City is nearby Dawn
Lake, which provides back yard
vistas, boating, fishing and
swimming for 177 homes or
duplex owners.

Each lake is run by its own
homeowners association; and
each has management consider-
ations such as water level, weed
control, fish stocking and nuis-
ance-ducks both during and out
of migratory seasons.,

The man-made lakes are lined
with plastic, which means no
docks or ladders may touch the
bottom. Most docks are can-
tilevered out over the gunnite or
shotcrete decking material,
which rims the top of the lakes.

Pontoon boats of different
sizes, most with awmings, are
used to visit friends, tour the

lake with guests or tie up to-
gether for parties in the water.
Fishing is done from the docks
or the boats. (Because the lakes
are private, no license is
needed.) ,

Some people enjoy the com-
pany of the mallard ducks who
have found refuge from the ce-
ment and grass checkerboard of
the Valley’s northwest suburbs.
Although there are rules against
feeding them on Dawn Lake,
some residents can’t resist,
which keeps the brown water-
fowl there year round. Koots pay
seasonal visits and once caused
considerable aggrevation to
Viewpoint Lake residents.

Dawn lake residents use
fences of different types to keep
the birds out of their luxuriously
landscaped back yards and
sometimes carpeted docks. Here
one can occasionally find an al-
uminum ladder near a dock in-
dicating a swimmer lives there;
some use ladders from their
boats for swimming in the lake,
which may be 10 feet deep in the
center. It is home to a pair of
swans.

Recently a couple of kayakers
held an impromptu race on
Viewpoint Lake. Boat speeds are
controlled at 6 mph, and no wa-
terskiing is allowed. It 1s 1m-
portant not to stir the water to
force waves up under the cool-
decking

It 1s very refreshing to take a

pontoon boat ride even during
the hezt of the summer morn-
ings. The breeze from the mov-
ing boat cools the boaters who
sip as they view their neighbors’
yards and the flat, waveless wa-
ters.

Gone however is the reflection
of Boswell Memorial Hospital’s
lights at night on Viewpoint
Lake. This 1s due to the con-
struction of the multi-storied El
Dorado Condominium units, the
newest member of the Viewpoint
Lake Homeowners Association.
The Lakes Club is also a
member.

William Lee is president of
the Viewpoint Lake Home-:
owners Association. The Sun
City Recreation Center keeps
the books for the group and
hires the aquatic management
firm. Each residential unit pays
$166 year to the association.

Dock construction can vary
from $500 to $3,000 depending
on how elaborate they are; sec-
ond hand 16 ft. pontoon boats
with 6 hp engines are usually
purchased in Glendale and can
vary in price from $1,500 to
$4,500, says Lee.

The lake may fluctuate a
dozen or more inches each year
and the association pays for
pumping. The water well is at
Sunland Memorial Park. First
the water enters the Lakes Golf
Course lakes and is pumped into
Viewpoint Lake. From there it is

returned to water the golf

. course.

The lake is hear 1y stocked
with fish and is aerated to pro-
vide a healthy hatitat for the
fish. A management board is
composed of memh:ars from the
golf courses, recr«::1:0n centers
and homeowners.

Lee says that Dean Turner is
vice-president and alternate
board representative. Secretary-
treasurer of his organization is
Helen Leverington; the five
block captains are August Wolf,
Ken Brown, Ferris Filley, Jack
Pearce and Rex Ross. The group
holds one annual meeting.

According to former Chic-
agoan Lee, in the early 70s
residents paid about $15,000 ex-
tra to live on Viewpoint Lake.
He reports that two years ago
after the county reassessed the
lots, the large lots alone are
assessed at $60,000 and the
smaller lots at $40,000. He says
no home on Viewpoint Lake is

i valued at less than $140,000.

On slightly larger Dawn Lake,
the 177 members each pay $240
annually to the Dawn Lake
Homeowners Association. (If
they are condo members in
Bolivar Drive duplexes paying
$100 a month, the total assess-
ment to live on the lake 1s $120
monthly, says Jerry Griess,
treasurer of the Dawn Lake
group.) Other officers are Vice
Chairman Al Westermoe, Sec-

retary Clarence Dorr and Man.
ager ¢f Laké Management Joe
Jobe.

Griess says that Dawn Lake
has dropped as many as four feet
and that a contingency fund is
maintained to repair cracks in
the shotcrete if the ground un-
derneath swells and causes a
crack. Large lake rocks are
poured in around the side to
maintain stability.

The Dawn Lake group in-
cludes several avid fishermen
who helped provide shelter
habitat for minnows by tying
several weighted tires together
and sinking them at intervals.
The lake is stocked with flat-
head minnows, large mouth
bass, bluegill, catfish and carp.
Fishing limits are imposed on
members.

Winn Winkyaw, who super-
vises 1300 miles of canals for the
Salt River Project, was brought
in 10 years ago to manage the
lake. What was once a weed
problem controlled by chemicals
iz now managed by the use of
Tilapia fish, said Winkyaw. Soon
he will use a grass carp for this

‘purpose.

The Dawn Lake group con-
tracts with the recreation cen-
ters to get water and pays for
the pumping. It acts as the res
ervoir for the Lakes East Golf
Course. In case of excessive
rainfall, an overflow duct would
carry water to the 99th Avenuce

spillway. After a storm, debris
must be cleaned from the lake.

The Dawn Lake fleet, accord-
ing to Orrin Gilbert who main-
tained the lake for four years,
consists of 46 pontoon boats; 11
motor boats, three paddle boats,
one sailboat, one inflatable rub-
ber boat and a canoe. There are
102 docks serving the 177 resi-
dence units,

Beginning in October several
Dawn Lake families will again
tie their pontoon boats together
for “progressive’” dinner parties
See Lake C2

i
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ALL ABOARD — Ed and qroiyn Jelliff welcome a guest
on their pontoon boat at their Dawn Lake dock. Ed is
chairman of the Dawn Lake Homeowners’ Association which

has 177 members. Boat parties are held in cooler weather.:
i .

VAR s .05 T i e e e Ak T e R ATt d POl B L ] (5o 1o ‘| wanted a n‘?\;\f lifestyle I s v
ﬂfgmﬁfgn&gﬁﬁ%:ﬁ“ —‘IAb onfoon bodf fide on @ duplex dwellers who live on either DawnNE:;::::"i:;:) my retirer:;rﬁjzlnf—zironmem" _
: y available to those 258 home or - or Viewpoint Lakes, Sun City's two private lakes. . , Ed Jelliff
258 families live on Sun City’s two lakes |
258 families live on Sun City’s two lakes

P. Atwood Williams

OVER

ON THE DOCK — Wil!iar
Lee, president of the V1ev~l
point Lake Homeowner:
Association, surveys the la
from his cantilevered dock.



Lake dwellers
have docks,
houseboo’rs

—From C1
with each boat owner providing
a course of the meal. A total of
20-30 people may be entertained
at a time says Ed Jelliff, who
with his wife Carolyn selected
the Dawn Lake area for retire-
ment three years ago after a
gareer as a banker in Tucson
and Phoenix.

« “] wanted a new hfestyle to
ustlfy my retirement environ-
ment.” First they looked at golf
course lots, but after they had a
first look at Dawn Lake, they
were hooked on the area.
=1 “[t’s the people here in Sun
z}lty who make the difference,”
#aid Jelliff who had looked care-
fully all over the state for a
home to retire to. ”People are
Hhicer here. They don’t have to
:Jrove anythmg to anyone any
;nore ’
= Just how much more does it
-cost to enjoy the backyard lake
wistas of Sun City’s two private
Jdékes in one of the popular
‘Stanford home models with
shree bedrooms, two baths and
sthe Arizona room around a cen-
-t.er hall plan?
- - According to Charlotte Byrne,

ast president of the Sun Cities
“Area Board of Realtors and who
38 affiliated with Bud Melcher
=nd Associates, the home, de-
=ending on its condition and
-qurades, may sell from $86,000
g.o $95,000 on a regular Phase 2

ot.

=+ The same home on one of the
w2olf courses run by the recrea-
%jon centers may cost $5,000 to
*310,000 more; on Palmbrook or
:(.:Imon Hills courses add $15,000
-t.o $20,000.
=+ And the Stanford home could
sdlso sell for $70,000 more on
‘take property, said Byrne.

A NS i =
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LAKES OF SUN CITY

VIEWPOINT LAKE

developed and landscaped
the Tirgst

The lake andsurrounding area was planned,
by the Del E. Webb Developmenl Company in preparation [or
model homes north of Grand Avenue, 1968-69, and was part of the
Iakeview Recreation Center complex.

The idea of the lake came from n Florida development vigsited by
one of the Del Webb men; Lhe idea of Lhe "mountain” eame from 21 motel/inn
located in San diego which featured the wrap around walkway leading to

the top with a Japanese landscaping theme.

Year completed: 1968
Size: 34 acres

Miles of Shoreline:

Depth: 4* 15"

Water source: Groundwa ter from Sunland Memorial Park

Boating: Limited to 16' maximum length; 10 HP gas or electric
Fishing: Stocked by Sportbtomen's Club:  large mouth bagss,

bluegill, catfish and carp. Fishing limited to
Recreation Center members only.

MAINTENANCE FEES: An annual assessment ($209.95 in 1994) is levied
on waterfront property owners - residents,

Recreation Center and Lakes Club.

Children enjoy the picnic area and feeding the ducks. Area is a

good place for bird watching.
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'Residents upset over lake level

Work at Lakes West hinders
“water flow to Viewpoint Lake

By LAURIE HURD-MOORE
Sun Cities Independent

Some of Sun City's most pop-
ular and expensive homes sur-
round Viewpoint Lake, one of
only two lakes in the community.

A steady drop in the lake's
water level, however, has some
area homeowners up in arms and
demanding that the Rec Centers
step in and rectify the problem.

Homeowners living along the
lake claim the low shoreline is
not only hurting the appearance
of the lake, but also making it
increasingly difficult for
residents to enjoy the amenities
that come with living next to a
large body of water.

If allowed to continue, some
area homeowners fear the de-
clining water level will eventually
hurt the overall value of their
homes.

The exact amount of water
missing from the 30-plus acre
lake is the subject of some de-
bate.

Figures between four feet and
20 inches have been reported by
several residents. Officials over-
seeing the lake say the amount is
much less.

Henry Holman and his wife,
Ema Culver, live along the lake.

"The lake water is down so
low you can hardly take the pon-

See LAKES, page 16

2 n" ‘*m 2

"A BATH’TUB WITH A DIRTY RING" is how one resident describes the present condition of
Viewpoint Lake in Sun City. As can be seen in this photograph, the present water level is several inches
below normal (the shaded areas of the concrete pillars).



toon boats out," he says.

The two have lived at 13853
Buccaneer Way for over three
years.

The couple, along with 80
other lakefront property owners,
pay an annual fee for the privi-
lege of living next to Viewpoint
Lake. The fee increases each
year.

This year, Mr. Holman says,
he had to pay $173.

A drop in the level of the lake
is normal, especially during the
summer months. This summer,
however, the level has remained
"terribly low," says Mrs. Culver.

Keeping the lake clean, says
Mr. Holman, has become a
difficult task because the low
water level prevents boats with
motors from reaching certain
sections, mainly the shore.

The low shore level also makes
it difficult for people to board
boats from the docks.

"And the lake smells," says
Mr. Holman.

"We don't smell it around our
house, but everyday we walk our
dog over the dam or bridge by
Cameo Drive, and the debris col-
lected there stinks," he says.

The low water level also has
resulted in an aerator hose being
cut recently by a boat's motor.

"(A) boat got tangled up in the
hose and cut it. Now it's floating
on top of the water," he says.

"The hose rests on the bottom
of the lake. The boat motor could
not be any bigger than two, two-
and-a-half feet, so the lake would

have to be awfully low foritto

cut the hose," he says.

There are three independent '

aerator hoses in the lake that as-
sist in keeping oxygen at the
bottom of the lake.

Mr. Holman says he and a
number of his neighbors have
complained to the Rec Centers
about the low level of the lake.

"In the past, they said the lake
is low because no more water
can be used. The allotment of
water has been used up and we'll

(the Rec Centers) get fined if we -
use anymore water," says Mr. |

Holman,

Viewpoint Lake receives its
water from a well located at
Sunland Memorial Park. Before
it reaches the lake, however, the
water is touted to Lakes West
Golf Course where it is used to
irrigate the greens.

Sunland Memorial Park, lo-
cated at 15826 Del Webb Blvd.,
uses a portion of the water to ir-
rigate its grass. The pump that
moves the water toward the golf
course is owned by Sunland
Memorial Park.

From Lakes West, the water
makes its way to Viewpoint Lake
through a series of creeks and
ponds. The lake acts as a reser-
voir and water is continuously
withdrawn and channeled back to
the golf course for further irriga-
tion purposes.

Vemn Hansen, general manager
of the Recreation Centers of Sun
City, Inc., says some of the wa-
ter had been lost in the channel-
ing process due to leaks in the
system.

J R e T = o rmrmmeme

Over the past few months,
however, the golf course's wa-
tering system was sealed to pre-
vent water leakage.

The general manager says
work on the golf course is nearly
complete and the flow of water
back to the lake has been in-
creased.

He says residents can expect to
see the lake retumn to its normal
level in the near future,

"The lake has been receiving
water. It has been running about
20 hours a day," says Mr.
Hansen.

"We have been just as con-
cerned (about the low water level
at the lake) as the residents. It
has been hard to convince them
of this," says Mr. Hansen.

"We are building it back up
again. We could use the help of
some rain.

"It's just been a balancing act
| between the lake and watering
|the golf course,"” says Mr.
'Hansen,

The general manager says it
will take some time for the flow
to increase the lake's water level
significantly.

Mr. Hansen says the lake's
level has increased three-quarters
of an inch over the past week.

Bill Lee, an engineer and pres-
ident of Viewpoint Lake
' Homeowners Association, says
| the basic problem with the water
' system is that the pump is not
owned by the Rec Centers.

Mr. Lee and his wife, Martha,
live at 13605 Tan Tara Point.

"All the golf courses in Sun
City have their own water source
except Lakes East and West

courses,"” says Mr. Lee. -

_ Water for Lakes East is stored

in Dawn Lake, which lies east of
' Viewpoint Lake,

"Dawn Lake is wholly owned
by the residents. They pay for the
'water that goes into their lake and

get credit for the water taken out

/10 be used at the course," says

the association president.
~ Viewpoint Lake, however, is

owned and operated by the Rec

Centers. The well is owned by

Sunland.

Much of the water for View-
point Lake, says Mr. Lee, evap-
orates during its journey from
Sunland to the lake.

The lining of Lakes West
ponds and streams should arrest
much of this water loss, he says.

Biologist Tom Camp, owner
.of Aquatic- Management, says
*Viewpoint's water level should

:normally be 71 inches. The lake
‘is down about 8 inches, he says.
Aquatic Management was
'hired 14 years ago by the Rec
‘Centers and Viewpoint Lake's
‘homeowners association, to
' maintain the lake.
| Mr. Camp says residents
{ should try to be patient with Rec
' Centers management.

"There have been new laws
| passed regulating the use of wa-
 ter. The Rec Centers are trying to

adjust. This presents a challenge.

"Rather than use a million gal-
lons of water on an 18-hole
course each day, the Rec Centers
have been mandated to use
something like 700,000 to
800,000 gallons," he adds.

The reduction in the water
level does cause some problems
for the water maintenance com-

"Sunlight penetrates the bot-
tom, germinating the seeds and
this makes the weeds grow
faster."

Mr. Camp has noted the steady
drop in the lake's water level in
monthly reports submitted to the
Recreation Centers.

In March, the level was down
18 inches from normal. In May,
the level had risen, but was still
14 inches below normal.

In his June report to the board,
Mr. Camp states, "the lake (level)
is back down again substantially.

"Every effort should be made
to bring the level back to nor-
ma]‘"
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Steve Chemnek/Daily News-Sun Water rushes from two hoses into Viewpoint
Tom Lintgen, golf manager for the Recreation Centers of Sun City, tightens a fitting on a Lake in Sun City Tlhll:fsrdﬂ)’- Thel h°5|35 'lgl-'n-e ?T:Ig
meter attached to a fire hydrant so he can attach a hose and start adding water to used to raise the lake’s water levels. The le

i sieisss it have dropped nearly 3 feet in recent months.




- SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT— AUGUS T v-12, 1997

VF SUN CITY LAKES

Viewpoint Lake on the rise, Rec Board president says

By CHRIS RASMUSSEN
Independent Newspapers

Low water levels in Viewpoint Lake have alarmed nearby
homeowners, prompting Recreation Centers of Sun City offi-

cials to tap another water source.

The lake’s submersible water pump broke July 27, result-
ing in a 34-inch decrease in the water level.

Later in the week, 50 angry lakeside residents crowded the
board room of the Recreation Centers of Sun City, demand-
ing answers to the lake’s condition.

“I haven't been able to use my pontoon boat for the past

VR

Independent File Photo

Photo by CHRIS RASMUSSEN/Independent Newspapers

An old photograph of Viewpoint Lake, left, shows the normal water level at cement pillars in the lake. Last week, water levels
at the same pillars were about 34 inches lower than the lake’s capacity.

three weeks,” complains resident Robert Burbick.

Don Pritchett, Recreation Centers of Sun City president,
explains, “We're concerned with the level of the lake as
much as the homeowners are.

“The Viewpoint Lake homeowners didn’t think we were
doing anything,” he says, “but we are.”

Mr. Pritchett says the broken pump, which also feeds
Lakes West Golf Course, is only partly responsible for the
sudden drop.

“Evaporation is a big, big factor,” he says. “In July, the
evaporation rate was 19 million gallons. That’s a lot of
water,”

To rectify the problem, Mr. Pritchett says, a deal was
made with Citizens Utilities to provide 60 acre-feet of water
to get the lake back to 100 percent capacity.

In the meantime, nearby fire hydrants have been turned on
to help replenish the lake.

Mr. Pritchett says it will take 15 to 20 days for the lake to
reach full capacity.

Because the Citizens Utilities water is only temporary, Mr.
Pritchett says, the board will be looking for a long-term
solution for a dependable water source. That could include
development of a new well.

“When we met with the homeowners they were concerned
we were going to raise their rates,” Mr. Pritchett says.
“We're not.

“We're very thankful to Citizens. They really came
through. The lake homeowners should also be thankful,” he
says.
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Viewpoint Lake Park

provides serene getaway

By TINA SCHADE
Staff writer

The challenge was posed nearly 30 years
ago as builders for Del Webb stood scratch-
ing their heads.

What, they wondered, could they do with
the seemingly endless pile of dirt which was
excavated for the purpose of building
Viewpoint Lake? One architect suggested
using part of the mound to elevate the soon-
to-be Boswell Memorial Hospital above
Thunderbird Boulevard.

Agreed.

“But that wouldn’t use up the entire
mound. The solution, they decided, was to
.-build a park, which also ascended above the
“street, complete with a waterfall, a fountain,
a gazebo and a variety of species-of plants
and trees. Ducking in and out of the vegeta- -
tion, the. planners thought, should be ani-
#mals, -ducks, rabbits, the occasional chip-
munk and other birds. Viewpoint Lake Park,
as it was named, became a hit with Sun
Citians.
i Today, even during the middle of summer,
. the park which lies on 105th Avenue just
north of Thunderbird Boulevard attracts
' people looking to “get away from it all,” to

. - Gregory Harris/Daily News-Sun
get a little exercise or a little fresh air. The waterfall ot Viewp?mf Lake at 195“1

Joyce Selbin, a certified nurse, was strol- Avenue and Thunderbird Boulevard is a
ling Wednesday through the park with Lois Sun City landmark. The park was built on
- Myerly, a stroke patient. Selbin said she the mound of dirt that was excavated to

» See Visitors enjoy, A5 create Viewpoint Lake.

occasionally takes her
stronger patients to the pat:k
because she thinks they find it
therapeutic. i

“Here they get to see the |
waterfall and animals and
people really enjoy that. It’s a |
good place to go to get out,
Selbin said.

Delma Valdez, a park reg-
ular, winds her way arqund
benches and enjoys the views
three times a week.

“This is where I find peace
and serenity. It's like you're in |
a totally different world. You
don’t even feel like you're in
Phoenix anymore and here,
you can be your own person,”
Valdez said.
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Christmas carolers stop and sing e 3 : i o R o
Christmas tunes at docks along Dawn ' = ' ' Steve Chernek/Daily News-Sun
Lake in Sun City during the boat parade Rudolph leads Santa and a couple elves on the annual boat parade around Viewpoint Lake
Sunday. Friday night.
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- Viewpoint Lake
at Lakeview
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Webb visionary created lake

Back in 1968, when most of the res-
idents of Sun City lived south of
Grand Avenue, new home-buyers
were witnessing what Del Webb
Development Corp. was doing with
the cotton fields
north of the Avenue.
Specifically “The
Mountain” — the
president of the
Webb organization

DOWN

had decided to use | MEMORY
the material
removed to make a LANE

lake into something
useful,” something
that would fit in
with the whole
“phase two” part of
the Sun City development plan.

It would include not only Viewpoint
Lake but Lakeview Center and a
series of new model homes. The
mountain, if properly built, would be
a focal point for the growing
community.

Because of its size — there was a
lot of dirt coming out of the space for
the lake — it called for special treat-
ment and demanded intricate plan-
ning followed by painstaking
execution.

The project was turned over to Tom
Kemp, a member of Meeker's staff
who worked with Meeker in conceiv-
ing an idea reflecting Mr. Kemp’s
work before he became a part of
Webb’s commercial architecture
department.

Mr. Kemp specialized in designing
churches in Wisconsin.

Viewpoint Park, as it is now called,
with its magnificent use of rushing
water and still water, its rock terraces
and ledges, its chorus of harmonizing
plant life and its pattern of serenity
became somewhat of a “church for all
man.”

Instead of pews there are walkways
and ramadas for picnics. And to the
dismay of some, the “socials” are con-
ducted daily by the permanent resi-
dent ducks, geese and coots.

To accomplish the. effects desired,
some hard problems had to be solved.
The water system was the biggest
hurdle since the engineers not only
had to get the water to the top, they
had to get enough of it up the hill so it
would look like a mountain spring
when it fell back down. It would take
1,600 gallons per minute to create the
effect desired.

The water, of course, comes from
Viewpoint Lake, and after it cascades
down the rocky ledges, it spills into a
pond, which drains partially back into
the lake under bridges, then glistens
into quieter water ringed with
“bulrushes.”

Even before the water could be con-
sidered, the stability of the mountain
itself had to be engineered. A struc-
tural concrete backing reinforces the
side; the rocks over which the water
falls are a facade, but necessary. The
erosion potential of that much water
is tremendous.

The final touch, the landscaping.
completes the ecological concept.
Plants that tolerate the summer’s hot
wrath occupy the sunny side facing
the lake. Pines and more lush plants
are practically crowding each other
out on the falls side now, years later.

The growth that makes any spot in
the park such an “outstanding back-
drop” for taking pictures of friends
and family was planned so it included
the widest possible range of plants.
Many were tagged so the newcomers
can learn to identify species they find

elsewhere.
* And, of course, there had to be a

‘lookout at the top. The gazebo is open

and airy and has benches facing out-
ward giving a bird’s eye view across
Viewpoint Lake and the tops of homes
clustered at the water’s edge.

There is a drinking fountain at the
top overlooking the waterfall.

Kemp and Meeker did more than
just design a park and mountain.
Both were out there in the mud and
dust, hauling and placing the textured
rocks as the masterpiece was taking
shape.

For Mr. Kemp, it was a consuming
work of love, and he consulted fre-
quently with others to make sure it
was not only beautiful — but comfort-
able, from the covered ramadas and
sunken containers to the easy slopes
of the walkways. He died a year after
Lakeview Center and its adjoining
lake and park were dedicated.

From the files of the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society.



Dead ducks
no danger

to humans

Waterfowl, fish
dying of botulism

By TOM BARRY
Independent Newspapers

Federal wildlife biologists and
state regulatory officials say the
public should not be unduly
alarmed by an apparent deadly epi-
demic among waterfowl and fish
reported at Sun City area lakes.

According to results of tests of
water samples taken from the lakes,
the ducks and other waterfowl like-
ly died of avian botulism, a
bacterial infection that attacks the
respiratory system and is common
during summer months.

The fish were determined to have
died of suffocation, said Dr.
Frederick Amalfi, of Aquatic

with fish kills at both. The problem
may be more widespread than at
first imagined. As of last week,
groundskeeping personnel reported
having disposed of as many as 60
ducks at Viewpoint Lake alone.
“We're still trying to determine
the cause of the sudden increase in

waterfowl deaths,” said Jim
Warfield, Rec Centers general man-
ager.

Avian botulism affects only
waterfowl and poses no serious
public health risks, said Tom Gatz,
of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,

VF

AUGUST 25-31, 1999 — SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT -

Photo by TOM BARRY/Independent Newspapers

Waterfowl leisurely swim about in a lagoon at Viewpoint Lake, oblivious to a
deadly epidemic of avian botulism that has plagued some Sun City area
lakes. The disease poses no threat to humans, state and federal officials

say.

Consulting and Testing, Inc. of
Tempe. The company was retained
by the Recreation Centers of Sun
City to determine why the fish and
waterfowl were dying.

In recent months, an undeter-

an opinion also supported by offi-
cials at the Arizona Department of
Health’s Office of Environmental
Quality. “Other than taking normal
precautions when disposing of sick
or dead animals. it’s not a bacteria
that’s known to be harmful to
humans,” he added.

While the unusually large num-
bers may be worrisome for
residents, Mr. Gatz said there is a
resurgence in botulism every few
years and that it can sometimes
reach epidemic proportions.

Contributing factors are shallow

mined number of ducks and water-
fowl have died in at least two Sun
City lakes, the North golf course
lake and Viewpoint Lake, along

water, high alkaline content, and
extreme water temperatures that
deplete oxygen, which in turn suf-
focates the fish. The result is
decomposing plant life, along with
dead and decaying fish, from which
botulism bacteria may proliferate.
Waterfowl droppings as well as
stale bread or bird feed can also
exacerbate the condition.

“It's a delicate balance that’s dif-
ficult to maintain especially in a
manmade lake,” said Mr. Gatz.
“Add to that the fact that some
waterfowl, such as Canada geese,

LAKES OF SUN

CITY

are not native to the area.”

At the North course lake, one
likely culprit may be an overturned
aerator discovered only last week.
The aerator helps replenish life-giv-
ing oxygen in the water.

Robert Briscoe, president of the
Rec Centers board, said every effort
is being made to remedy the prob-
lem and to restore normal
conditions at the affected lakes.
Meanwhile, officials are strongly
discouraging the public from feed-
ing the waterfowl.
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Pagoda
removed
from view

By KATE FLEITAS
[L/\EY NEWS-SUN
The g'l?(’h: --
. gaz on Meeker
glmm‘t_mn became a piece (ulf
un City history last week.
The mountain is located
111((?5_11‘ the northeast corner of
'1.:lh Avenue and Thunder
bird Boulevard. -
A work crew s
\ e spent three
days domphshmg the structure
and cleaning up its remains.
4 ,}}" architect provided a ren-
t-Lll<"‘g of a new building to
ake the gazebo's place, but it
won't come to fruition any time
f(‘m'n: said Harold Boudrie
(!:\;::-urerr g.f the Recreatim{
enters of Sun Cities board of
S ties board of
“Money was all
: A s allocated for :
new one, but we had to take i:
out of the budget,” he said
Boudrie said the project is
(:l‘l hold and will be reconsid-
;lwcl‘ when the board prepares
tl:: Iz)ll)((?il it)ud%fl. He estimates
oject will cos e
A ost more than

Engineers

from

Sun Ci

See Gazebo falls, A5 shores?éxst week.

structure’s abse

From Al

The waterfall at Viewpoint Lake r
even though its landmark

Steve Chernek/Dai

nce.

ty resident who

gun Ci

a
Tempe-based Rader-Sterling & has walked the path every day
Associates, Inc. reviewe the for the past 18 years, said he
azebo, also known as the “pa- would like to see & new gazebo
goda” last December. Their ser- built. He said the area around
the lake does not look as goo

ted after people
noticed structural problems in
the gazebn, said Jim Harrison,
rec center project manager.

«1t was old and rotten,” he

said.

In a report
1999, engine
remains my opinio
pagoda structure ha
its reas gervice li
that it wou not be pruden
cost-effective to repair
existing structure.”

The wooden gaZ
sat atop Meeker
overlooked Viewpoint
was surrounded by a Japanese
garden and served as a pasto-
ral venue for weddings and

arties for more than 2H7years,

Harrison said.

vices were enlis

dat
ers sal
n that the
s exceeded
fe and
t or
the

ebo, which
Mountain,
Lake. It

ains of the

as it did in the 1970s.

«'s run down. The lake i8
not as clean and has oil in it,”
he said.

Joan Baile
sun City

ears, Vvisi
for the first t

«1 just fel
she said.

Bailey was not familiar with
the gazebo nor its destruction.
gun City resident Al Tudor

rememberéd the gazebo as 2
Sun City where many

landmark
residents entertained guests.
“People e visitors

would tak
and grandchildren up there to
g a fairly

see the waterfall. 1t wa
popular gpot,” he said.

Rec center director Marge
nd other resi-

g lived in

y, who ha
four

the past
ted the lak
ime last weekend.

1 in love with it,”

Now all that rem 5

azebo ig an octagonal concrete Murphy said she a

slab surrounded by eight struc- dents would visit the gazebo to
tural anchors built into the practice Tai-Chi, Chinese medi-
ground. Visitors strolling along tative movements.

the lakeside path this week “They're goingtomiss it,” she
were unaware © the said.

——
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ly News-Sun

emains gne of the scenic spots in
pagoda was removed from its
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Vern Hayes throws a bucket of popcorn into Viewpoint Lake to feed the catfish.

FEEDING FRENZY

VIEWPOINT LAKE:
Sun Citians help fish
survive with 8 pounds
of popcorn daily

JOHN SOKOLICH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Vern Hayes of Sun City doesn't
eat popcorn all that mgch. but he
buys a 50-pound bag of it every cou-
ple of weeks. .

He goes to garage sales to buy air
popcorn poppers and pops gbout a
5-gallon bucketful every mght.. At
dusk, he dumps the popcorn  into
Viewpoint Lake to feed the fish.

“I've been doing it now for about
a year and a half," he said'. My
neighbor does the same thing. 1
think he has a 3-gallon bucket he
does every night.”

Hayes, a long-time Arizona fisfh-
erman, said habit and care drive
him to feed the fish. He said the
man-made lakes in Arizona Lha_t are
stocked with fish are a-good idea,
but there are some things l_aclémg
for the smaller gilled animals in &
CltXThev,need food and a place to
hide,” Hayes said. “They used to
have some weeds in the b__o[tom of
the lake to let the smaller fish hl('l(?.
but that was all cleared out. I've
been trying to get the rec centers to
put something in the .l'akes. but so
far nobody is listening.

Last week, the Recreation Ce_lr
ters of Sun City and the Sun y_Cuy
Sportsman’s Club restocked View-
point Lake by adding bass and
bluegill to the water. Minnows were
added as feeder fish, but Hayes said

See Sun Citians, AS

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DA NEWS-SUN
Vern Hayes fills a bucket with pop-
corn to feed the fish in Viewpoint
Lake.

From A1
—_—
that sometimes it isn't

enough to prevent fish from
eating one another.

As for hiding places for the
lish in the lake, RCSC offi-
Cials are aiming to keep the
lake clear of debris and have

refused to allow Hayes to
Place several tires in the
Waler o serve as makeshift

fish homes.

“The bigger fish eat the
smaller fish,” Haves said. “If
the smaller fish don't have a
place to hide, then they are
casy prey for some of the big-
ger ones out there.”

The fish seem to be hun-
gry, too.

A total of about eight gal-
lons of popcorn — buttered
and flavor-free — are dumped
into the lake each night, and
Hayes said the fish devour
the morsels within 10
minutes,

“It's a heck of a sight,” he
said. "I remember a couple of
years ago, there used to bhe
more of a variety of fish in the
lake, but I don't see as many
now.”

For the last 20
Sun City Sportsman's Club
has been donating $500 a
year — matched by the RCSC

years, the

— 1o purchase fish to restock
Viewpoint Lake,

Fishing Viewpoint Lake
Tuesday afternoon, Tom Pat-
naude said he enjoys the fact
that the lake is stocked with
fish.

"l don't fish that often, but
I come down here to pass
Some time every now and
then,” he said. “The fish seem
to be rather tame here. They
come right up to the line and
nibble a bit before swimming
away."

Patnaude said he sees
quite a few people throwing
bread in the water, but he
had never heard of the

unofficial
program,.

I guess that's what |
should be putting on the
hooks from now on,” he said.

With or without popcor,
fishing is allowed by RCSC
members on Sun City Recre-
ation Center lakes from dawn
to dusk. Guests can accom-
pany RCSC members, but
must have a special permit
available at the RCSC offices
in Lakeview Recreation Cen-
ter, 105th Avenue and Thun-
derbird Boulevard.

John Sokolich can be
reached at 876-2526 or

popcorn-feeding

Jsokolich@aztrib.com,
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Sleighbells ring, are you
listening? Viewpoint Lake will
be glistening.

And residents are invited
to a holiday Friday night in
Sun City as the 12th-annual
Holiday Light Boat Parade
sails into view. J -

Decorated paddleboats will
provide spectators with a pre-
view before the motorized
boats parade across the lake,
said Hal Dunham, one of the
organizers. The paddleboat
preview is a first for the Sun
City tradition, expected to
. draw hundreds of spectators.

“It's really a sight to see,”
Dunham said. “Many of the
houses along the lake are
already decorated, and the
boats are getting the finishing
touches, too. So what we
have is the houses and the
boats reflecting off the water
every night. On Friday, we'll
get all of it moving.”

Themes of the boat decora-
tions this year range from
Christmas trees to galloping
reindeer to angels. Many of

VF LAKES

TUESDAY, DEC.10, 2002

Homeowners deck boats for annual
holiday float around Viewpoint Lake

DAILY NEWS-SUN

the boats are decorated with
thousands of lights, which
have to be connected to spe-
cial generators. Dunham
said one boat will parade with
an organist, while another
will host Santa Claus.

The history of the parade
dates to 1987, when lake res-
ident Horst Wolf took his wife
and his mother-in-law for a
boat ride on Christmas Eve.

“Greeting the single boat
with shouts of ‘Merry Christ-
mas' from the shore, some
neighbors thought the idea of
a holiday-season boat ride
was a good idea,” organizers
reported. “The following year,
the parade began — with six
boats. Some lacked
decorations.”

After looking out at some
of the decorated boats Mon-
day, Dunham said things
have really changed for the
parade, but adding more
boats will be hard.

“It can only grow so
much,” he said. “We have 15
to 20 boats now. What is
changing is the level of deco-
rations that people are

putting on the boats.”

Trying to find something
“different,” boat paraders
have added height to the
mainstay Christmas tree;
there are public-address sys-
tems and even an “angel that
seems to float in the air,”

‘Dunham reported.

Another change is the
number of people who come
out to watch the spectacle.
For the first time in the
parade’s 12-year history, the
Recreation Centers of Sun
City will offer hot chocolate to
spectators watching from
Lakeview Recreation Center,
with a disc jockey playing
holiday music.

Some things remain the
same, though. There are no
prizes for the “best-decorated
boat.” The work and expense
associated with the parade
remain a labor of love for
those participating.

The parade starts just
after sunset Friday. Tradi-
tionally, some of the best
places to view the parade are
at 6 p.m. from the Camino
Bridge, and from the

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN

David Simons decorates his pontoon for the annual Holiday
Light Boat Parade scheduled for Friday on Viewpoint Lake

Lakeview Recreation Center,
105th Avenue and Thunder-
bird Boulevard. At 5 p.m.,
disc jockey Robert Wilson will
play holiday music on the

Lakeview patio. The boats will
circle the entire lake, passing
landmarks such as the unoc-
cupied Lakes Club and El
Dorado.



RCSC waits
for water-test
results

ERIN REEP
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Two swans have died on a
Sun City golf-course lake; the
cause of death is not known,

Members of the Sun Cities
Swan Club found one of the
dead swans Sunday morning
by the lake near the 12th
hole on Riverview Golf
Course, said club President
Pat Cropley.

A second swan turned up
sick Monday morning at the
same location and died 18
hours later, Cropley said.

RCSC golf officials are not
sure why the swans died.
John Snyder, director of golf
operations, said he was
alerted of the swan's death
Sunday. The water in the
lake was brownish-red, a
slightly unusual color, and it
is being tested.

The color of water hazards
on community golf courses
depends on what's at the bot-
tom, Snyder said. “I don't
suspect that it's the water.”

Anytime an out-of-the-
ordinary situation arises, the
water is checked out, he said.
Water samples were sent to

See SWANS, A3

VF LAKES

DAILY NEWS-SUN FRIDAY, SEPT. 26, 2003

STEVE CHERNEK/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Pat Cropley, Sun City’s “Swan Lady,” visits longtime residents George and Ethel at Viewpoint Lake Thursday. On Sunday,
Cropley and her husband froze the body of male swan Jim Dandy overnight at their home and shipped it Monday to the Arizona
Veterinary Diagnostics Laboratory at the University of Arizona in Tucson to learn the cause of its death. Its mate also died.
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A flock of ducks swims on a lake on the back nine of Riverview Golf Course. Two swans living
on the lake became ill and died this week.

SWANS: Grandparents care for cygnets

From A1

an aquatics laboratory in
Phoenix.

Snyder said it is difficult to
tell what could lead to dis-
ease or pollution in the lakes,
because birds can carry dis-
ease on their feet and feath-
ers. “Birds are migratory, so
they move from lake to lake,”
he said.

Recreation Centers of Sun
City board President Dorothy
Hirtzel alerted RCSC mem-
bers to the situation during
the regular board meeting
Thursday at Sundial
Auditorium.

On Sunday, Cropley and
her husband refrigerated the
body of male swan Jim
Dandy overnight at their
home. The couple then
shipped it to the Arizona Vet-
erinary Diagnostics Labora-
tory at the University of Ari-
zona in Tucson.

Jim Dandy's mate Lucille
was found lying by the lake
Monday morning.

“She was still alive, but
she could barely hold up her
head,” Cropley said. “She was
lethargic ... and she was not
eating. We took her and

rushed her to the veterinari-
an, She lived about 18 hours,
but then she died.”

Cropley planned to send
additional blood samples to
the diagnostics lab from the
second swan Thursday. While
Lucille was still alive, the vet-
erinarian conducted tests of
the swan’'s blood. He told
Cropley “it was not something
bacterial.”

The swans were parents to
three 5-month-old cygnets.
The Cropleys adopted the
young swans overnight, Pat
said.

“They spent the night in a
chain-link enclosure on our
patio,” she said. “The next
day, we launched them into
Viewpoint Lake.”

The cygnets are the third
set born to Jim Dandy and
Lucille. Jim Dandy's parents,
a pair of swans named
George and Ethel, live on
Viewpoint Lake and are
“grandparenting” the three
cygnets, Cropley said.

George — whose full name
is George Washington Swan
— is 28 years old, and an
original Sun City swan, Crop-
ley said. He and five other
swans were purchased from

Michigan State University in
1976 to help “beautify Sun
City for the bicentennial cele-
bration,” she said.

The Sun Cities Swan Club
owns ‘approximately 27
swans that live on Sun Cities
courses and Viewpoint and
Dawn lakes, Cropley said.
The club feeds them daily.
The birds eat vitamin and
grain pellets, and each lake
with swans has a lakeside
feeder doling out food, Crop-
ley said.

In addition, “each swan
gets a helping of lettuce every
day,” she said. “Lettuce helps
expand their digestive
system.”

Cropley said it is unusual
for two parents to die and
leave behind signets; usually
it's vice versa.

The Swan Club operates
solely on donations, and wel-
comes any help to defray the
cost of discovering the two
birds’ cause of death, as well
as to pay for the feeding of
the remaining Sun City
swans.

Donations may be sent to
the Sun Cities Swan Club,
10541 W. Bayside Road, Sun
City, AZ 85351-2729.
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Botulism
killed swans

Lake-bottom silt
contained fatal

paralytic bacteria,
UA lab says

ERIN REEP
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Sun City Swan Club members
have finally learned what killed a pair
ol swans on a Sun City goll course
lake in September.

*It was botulism,” said Sun Cities
Swan Club President Pat Cropley.

The cause of death has taken
about eight weeks to determine, as
experts have been studving the bod-
ies of the swans at the Arizona Veter-
inary Diagnostics Laboratory at the
University of Arizona in Tucson.

At the same time, officials at the
Recreation Centers of Sun City have
been waiting for test results on water
samples taken from the lake near the
12th hole on Riverview Golf Course,
where the swans died. The water was
being tested at an aquatics laboratory
in Phoenix.

John Snyder, director of golf oper-
ations, was alerted of the first swan’s
death on the day it happened. At the
time of death, the water in the lake
was brownish-red, a slightly unusual
color; Snyder sent it to the lab for
testing.

“It wasn't the water that tested
positive for botulism,” Snyder said, "it
was the silt in the bottom of the
lake.”

Swans and other birds tend to eat
food from the lake bottom, Snyder
said. It was his understanding from
the autopsy of the swans that they
were found with sand in their
mouths, indicating they had been
feeding from the lake bottom.

Botulism is a “rare but serious
paralytic illness” caused by a nerve
toxin, produced by clostridium botuli-
num bacteria, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control. Avian botu-
lism affects wild and domestic birds,
and is a leading cause of bird deaths,
says Environment Canada, a
Canadian-based environmental orga-
nization that publishes information
about bird diseases.

Ducks are most frequently

affected, but all waterfowl are sus-
ceptible, including geese and swans,
according to the group’s Web site.

Botulism occurs often during the
summer in Arizona lakes, said Jody
Kieran, director of a nonprofit bird-
rescue organization, Fallen Feathers
in Peoria.

There are two ways botulism
occurs and is perpetuated in local
lakes, she said. One is when well-
intentioned bird lovers feed the birds
by throwing food into the lake. While
the birds eat some of that food,
uneaten portions can fall to the bot-
tom of the lake and foster bacteria
growth.

“If there's any food rotting at the
bottom of the lake, it could grow
some bacteria,” said Robert Magill,
nongame-bird program manager of
the Arizona Department of Fish and
Game.

For that reason, Kieran recom-
mends: “If you feed them, put the
food up on the shore, especially



things like bread that have yeast in
i

Kieran said filtration systems can
break down and cause the growth of
botulism. This happens frequently in
area lakes during the summer as
walter stagnates, she said.

The Swan Club waited to release
information about the swans' deaths
until the RCSC had more information
about the water tests, Cropley said.
Snyder said he just received the test
results Friday.

“l think it's important to remem-
ber,” Snyder said, “it's not the water
that had botulism in it.”

Botulism and other bacteria can
occur in lakes, and there is little
property owners can do to alleviate
the problem, said Snyder and other
officials. .

According to a letter to Cropley
from the University of Arizona diag-
nostics lab, several viruses were
ruled out as causes of death, includ-
ing West Nile virus and exotic

Newcastle disease.

The male and female swans, Jim
Dandy and Lucille, left behind three
cygnets.

“One of the cygnets died from an
unrelated cause,” Cropley said.

After the death of Jim Dandy and
Lucille, the cygnets were moved
from the Riverview Golf Course lake
to Viewpoint Lake. On Nov. 9, Crop-
ley saw that one of the cygnets
appeared to be sick, with swollen
cheeks — which are unusual for
swans, whose cheeks are typically
flat.

Cropley took the swan to a veteri-
narian, who said the bird was “tox-
ic.” It was either stung or bitten by
something that was toxic,” Cropley
said. “Its little cheeks were fat,” and
its throat was swollen, she said.

The vet gave the cygnet an injec-
tion to bring down the swelling,
Cropley said. The bird was having

difficulty swallowing. Cropley
kept the cygnet in her garage
overnight and gave it antibi-
otics, but despite her efforis.
the cygnet died.

The cygnets were the third
set born to Jim Dandy and
Lucille. The remaining two
are being cared for by their
grandparent swans, Georgc
Washington Swan and Ethel.
George is 28 years old and is
an original Sun City swan,
one of six originally pur-
chased in 1976 (o help beau-
tify Sun City for the bicenten-
nial celebration, according Lo
Cropley.

The Sun Cities Swan Club
owns approximately 27
swans that live on Sun Cities
courses and Viewpoint and
Dawn lakes, Cropley said.
The swans receive a daily
feeding of lettuce, vitamins
and grain pellets.

Erin Reep can be reached
vt 876-2532 or ereep
@aztrib.com.

JOY LAMBERT-SLAGOWSKI/U A 1EVE
Pat Cropley, president of the Swan Club, feeds Thunderbird and Cameo, two young offspring of swans that died of
botulism poisoning, at Viewpoint Lake Monday.
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Virgil Smith of Sun City
would rather fish in the
retirement community than
the bigger lakes located
throughout Arizona.

Smith is one of many resi-
dents who fish at Viewpoint
Lake, near 105th Avenue and
Thunderbird Boulevard in
Sun City.. Smith fishes about
three times a week at View-
point and was at the lake
Tuesday morning with grand-
son Antwain Jones. :

“I just caught a catfish,
but we had to throw it back,”
he said, adding the fish had
swallowed the hook whole, so
he had to cut the line.

Smith has fished at Lake
Pleasant in the past, but said
it pales in comparison to
Viewpoint Lake.

“I like fishing here better,”
he said. "You get better bites
here than at Lake Pleasant.”

Smith, who moved to Sun
City four years ago, said he
has fished his entire life. He
said he tried his luck at Mari-
copa Lake in Youngtown but
caught nothing.

Smith was fishing from the
shore, though he usually
fishes from one of the boats
supplied by the Recreation
Centers of Sun City for free.

“Ninety percent of the
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Virgil Smith, left, and his grandson, Antwain Jones, say they always catch catfish and bass at

Viewpoint Lake in Sun City.

people fish off boats,” he said.
*Many just come out here for
the scenery.” _
Dan Reutter, Lakeview
property supervisor, said the

lake is stocked with trout,
bass, catfish and bluegill. He
said October is when Sun
City fishermen start coming
back to the lake in force. and

when the hours of operation
will be extended from eight
hours a day to 15.

Reutter said in busy times,
it is not uncommon for the

Fishermen hookﬁn days at Viewpoint Lake

RCSC's three boats to be on
the water at the same time.

Through August of this
year, 949 Sun City residents
have visited the lake, with
462 of those coming in March
and April.

“It is an alternative (to
lakes outside the area),” he
said. “A lot of people don't
know that there are a lot of
fish in the lake.”

Residents are limited to
catching four fish daily, and
Reutter said residents using
boats usually do better.

“We have some very
accomplished bass fisher-
man,” he said.

Youngtown Councilman
Larry Olglesby said residents
of his town have a place
where they can go fishing,
too. Maricopa Lake is at
113th and Connecticut ave-
nues, and Oglesby said six to
10 residents are regulars at
the lake every morning.

He said the town in the
last 10 months has stocked
the lake with different types
of catfish, bluegill and hybrid
sunfish, along with $100
worth of minnows on which
the other fish feed.

Oglesby said the $2,200
Youngtown spent on the lake
was well worth it , since both
adults and children enjoy
fishing.
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RCSC applies liquid
liner to Willowcreek

,Tes‘t could be precursor to

stem seepage at Viewpoint

ANNIE BOON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

To prevent seepage, the
irrigation creek at Wil-
lowcreek Golf Course in Sun
City has been treated with a
liquid liner that sinks to the
creek bottom and “patches”
holes.

The liquid sealant poured
into Willowcreek Friday is the
same product that could be
used to patch the lining of
Viewpoint Lake, should tests
determine that the cost-
effective liquid is an answer
to the lake's seepage prob-
lem, said John Snyder, Rec-
reation Centers of Sun City’s
director of Golf Operations.

Using, the liquid liner first
at Willowcreek could be con-
sidered a small-scale test of
its efficiency, Snyder said.
The product was applied Fri-
day and allowed to dry over
the weekend. The water was

$8,000, and at this point, is
considered a temporary fix,
Snyder said.

“Results of this product
should show reduced water
usage for the Willowcreek golf
course over the summer
months,” Snyder said Mon-
day during an. RCSC
member/director exchange.

Viewpoint Lake has beén
seeping-at a rate of approxi-
mately 129 million gallons of
water per year, said Jim Fre-
derick, RCSC director and
golf committee chair.

Preliminary estimates have
shown that using a liquid
sealant to patch the lake's
liner could cost around
$400,000. But estimates also
revealed that if the liner

STEVE CHERNEK/DAILY NEWS-SUN STEVE CHERNEK/DAILY NEWS-SUN

A liquid liner is being used to help prevent seepage in the morning, he said. The project Cracks such as this one in the liner of the artificial creek at

turned back on Monday

irrigation creek at Willowcreek Golf Course in Sun City, cost the RCSC approximately - Willowcreek Golf Course in Sun City are responsible for leaks.

From A1

needs a complete overhaul,
costs could be between $3
million and $5 million, the
RCSC board has reported.

Viewpoint Lake supplies
water to Lakes East and
Lakes West golf courses, and

its seepage has caused the
two courses to exceed their
allotment for water usage as
mandated by the Arizona
Department of Water
Resources, Snyder said.

Willowcreek and Willow-
brook golf courses, which
share an irrigation system,

were also found to be over the
ADWR's allotment of water
usage, largely because of
water seeping from the creek,
Snyder said. The exact rate of
seepage is unknown, he add-
ed, because the creek’s {low-
ing waters make it difficult to
measure.

Twenty-six acre feet of

water travels from one end of
the creek to the other, and if
26 acre feet of water doesn't
make it to the end of the
creek, then water is seeping
somewhere along the way,
Snyder said.

Annie Boon may be
reached at 876-2532 or
aboon@aztrib.com.
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Viewpoint Lake in Sun City is leaking, losing more than 60 million gallons of water in a year. Shoring up the lake at Thuinderbird Boulevard and 105th Avenue
will cost the Recreation Centers of Sun City about $5 million.

Fixing lake strains RCSC purse




Relining
Viewpoint
estimated
at $5M

ANNIE BOON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

The Arizona Department of
Water Resources is cracking
down on water seepage from
Sun City’'s Viewpoint Lake
which has resulted in a loss
of 60 million gallons of water
this year.

Repairs to the lake at
Thunderbird Boulevard and
105th Avenue could cost the
Recreation Centers of Sun
City up to $5 million, accord-
ing to Jim Frederick, RCSC
director and chairman on the
golf advisory committee.

Since learning about the
costly problem, the RCSC has
been forced to delay other
projects, including the instal-
lation of a new well and the
Lakes East Golf Course
desert landscaping renova-
tion. The renovation, which
was slated to begin May 1, is
now delayed until next year,
Frederick said.

This fall, the RCSC had
Viewpoint Lake surveyed by
an outside inspector whose
findings revealed that each
year for an unknown number
of years, approximately 60
million gallons of water has
been seeping out of the lake
and into the soil below or on
the sides of the lake, Freder-
ick said. '

The problem, he believes,
is the material used to line
the entire lake is old and

The lining around Viewpoint Lake shows signs of wear. The lake was built in 1970.

damaged. The life expectancy
of the liner is abeut 20 years,
and it's now about 25 years
old.

When the liner was origi-
nally installed, it was
weighted down with a foot of
soil. Frederick expects that
the soil has since shifted,
leaving the liner vulnerable to
fishing hooks and other wear
and tear.

In December, the ADWR
stepped in when an unidenti-
fied resident called its office
and insisted one of its inspec-
tors come to Sun City to
audit the local golf courses
and water features for any
inefficient water usage.

“This attempt made by, a
meddling resident backfired
as the ADWR was pleased
with us,” Frederick said. “But
Viewpoint Lake was like a red

flag on their audit.”

The RCSC knew the 35-
year-old lake was a problem
area, but since the ADWR's
visit, the RCSC must
promptly comply “with the
ADWR'’s order to make neces-
sary repairs. It will have to be
determined exactly what
those repairs will require,
Frederick said.

The lake's existing liner
may be fixed by sealing it,
which would cost around
$350,000, he said. If not, the
lake’s fish will have to be
removed and the water com-
pletely drained to renovate its
structure. This overhaul is
estimated to cost between $3
million and $5 million, Fred-
erick said. Funds for the
repair would come from the
RCSC's Capitol Preservation
Fund, after adjusting the
budget to accomodate the

cost.

“I'm not sure it can be
stopped, not with liners or
anything,” Frederick said,
adding that even with the
costly repairs, the seepage
could continue at some level.

Because the RCSC is deal-
ing with the complex and
time-sensitive issues sur-
rounding Viewpoint Lake, the
Lakes East renovation is on
hold. When nine acres of the
course’s 56 acres are con-
verted to desert landscaping,
about 14.5 million gallons of
water will be saved each year.

The golf course renovation
must occur during the sum-
mer off-season to prevent
interrupting golfers, so with
the timing of Viewpoint
Lake's ordeal, Lake's East
must wait until next May to
be renovated, Frederick said.

STEVE CHERNEK/DAILY NEWS-SUN

The project, estimated to cost
around $695,000, will take
about three to four months to
complete and will also make
upgrades to the irrigation
system, improving bunkers
and tees and bringing in new
sand.

A 60-year-old water well at
103rd Avenue, between
Thunderbird Boulevard and
Grand Avenue, outlived its
life span of about 30 to 35
years. The well, which pumps
water to Lakes East Golf
Course, Dawn Lake and
Viewpoint Lake, was sup-
posed to be replaced at a cost
of around $350,000. This
project is now on hold while
the RCSC juggles finances
and timing with Viewpoint
Lake repairs, Frederick said.

Annie Boon may be
reached at 876-2532 or
aboon@aztrib.com.
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Viewpoint Lake leaking water

RCSC considers chemical sealant

By Cecilia Chan
Independent Newspapers

Viewpoint Lake is losing
about 354,000 gallons of water
each day, enough to fill 3,540
bathtubs to the brim.

The 33-acre, man-made lake,
built in the early 1970s, is used to
water the Lakes West Golf
Course.

“The lake is leaking or has

seepage going into the ground,”
said Norm Dickson, president of
the Recreation Centers of Sun
City Board of Directors. “Back
then the lining used was 10 mil-
limeter in thickness and was
maybe heavier than what a
homeowner uses for a drop cloth
for painting. They now use up to
80 millimeters for the lining,
which is tough and strong, lasts a
long time and UV resistant.”

Instead of replacing the lake’s
deteriorated lining, estimated at a
prohibitive $3 million or better,
RCSC is looking at a chemical
that binds with the soil and cre-
ates a permanent sealant, Mr.
Dickson said.

“The cost on that would be
less than half a million,” he said.
“The money to pay for that
would come out of the Capital
Preservation Fund.”

Some residents, however, say
the cost should be shared equally
among the property owners
around the lake. They point to a
deed restriction, recorded more
than 30 years ago, which stipu-
lates cleaning and repairs to the
lake should be shouldered by
the owners of the lake-front
property, which means RCSC, 81
homeowners, Sun Health and
the El Dorado nursing home,
they say. _

Mr. Dickson said there is a “
restrictive covenants between

RCSC and Viewpoint Lake
homeowners and “the agree-
ment reads now RCSC would be
paying for it.”

“There is a contract that
describes how much each prop-
erty owner is responsible for,”
said resident Chuck Chadbourn.
“I don't know about a change. |
was on the board (1995-98).
They could not have done it
without a vote of the people
because they are talking about a

See Water — Page 3

‘Water

+ Continued From Page 1
lot of money.” -

Linda  Thompson, who
belongs to a three-member View-
point Lake Management Commit-
tee Board, said the 81 homeown-
ers each currently contribute $280
a year into a fund to maintain the
lake. Other owners such .as E]
Dorado also pay into the fund, she
said.

“We pay per year for the privi-
lege of looking at the lake,” she
said. “We've been contributing
money to the cleanup and main-
tenance of the lake since 1978.”

Ms. Thompson said several
documents amended the original
language of the deed restriction.

1e deed restriction states the
restrictions and covenants may be
amended ih whole or in part at
any time by the vote of the own-
ers.

“The bottom line is Viewpoint
Lake is owned by the rec center
and will be paying for the cost of

repairs,” Ms. Thompson said.
“Like any amenities in Sun City,
(the lake) is part of the concept
everyone bought into. It's not a
private lake. I.never go the Fair-
way or Sundial but if they need to
be renovated, the money | pay to
live in Sun City, part of that money
goes to redo amenities.”

Residents visiting the lake,
which features docks and a cas-
cading water fall from a man-
made miniature mountain on
site, agreed repair costs should be
shared by those who live in Sun
City.

“I don’t think the whole things
should be paid by the (lake)
homeowners,” said Ray Hatfield,
who comes to the lake almost
daily. “I think it should be shared.
We enjoy it, too. I think everybody

should. put'iti Something. I'd put .

$50 init.”

Mr. Hatfield, who is legally '

blind and unable to watch televi-
sion or play poker, say coming to
the lake to fish is the one activity
he can do. He is able to fish by
attaching a bell to his line, which

alerts him of a catch.

Fellow fisherman Bob Wolf
said the cost should be shared
between the RCSC golf division,
which uses the lake to water the
golf course and Sun Citians.

Water pumped from a well at
Sunland Cemetery into Viewpoint
Lake is then pumped onto the
Lakes West Golf Course. In cases
of emergencies, the lake also can
be used to water Lakes East Golf
Course,

“During the summer months
we run 800,000 to over a million
gallons a night,” Director of Golf
Operations John Snyder said.

Mr. Dickson said the leak was
discovered in November or
December 2004.

Mr. Snyder said RCSC hired an
outside company last fall that
confirmed its findings of a prob-
lem at the lake. More water than
normal needed to be pumped
into the lake alerted Mr. Synder,
who performed two tests.

The company's inspection
indicated the lake was leaking 396

acre feet of water each year or 129
million gallons, Mr. Snyder said.

RCSC staff expects by June to
learn the results of soil tests at the
lake, which will determine if the
chemical sealant can be used.

“We would put the liquid
product into the water and it
would sink to the bottom and seal
the lake,” Mr. Snyder said. “But it
has to be ¢ompatible with the
soil.”

Mr. Dickson said if the “wet
method” was doable, they would
remove the fish for the three-
week process.

“We would do it in the winter
time when we are not using the
lake to water the golf course so
much,” he said, adding the issue
would come for a vote before the
RCSC Board in the fall.

Post your comments on this issue at

newsblog.info/0302

News editor Cecilia Chan can be
reached at 972-6101 or
cchan@newszap.com



Viewpoint lake
losing water

Sealing effort
short of goal

By Matt Loeschman

Independent Newspapers

effort this fall. This was a suc-
cessful first effort but we missed
our ultimate goal.” _
Astudy in early 2005 revealed
the 33-acre Viewpoint Lake,
Thunderbird and Del Webb
boulevards, was seeping nearly

Recreation Centers of Sun 130 million gallons of water per
City officials were not quite able  year.

to seal the deal at Viewpoint

That led the Arizona Depart-

Lake. ment of Water Resources to
AJanuary sealing effort at the  require the RCSC to reduce the
lake fell short of expected seepageby atleast 50 percent.

results, according to RCSC offi-

“We are going to pay them

cials, leading the group to pon- back,” Mr. Schordje said. “We

der its next move.

don’t want any fines in the

“There were a lot of conver- future.”

sions involved here and all of

According to the board presi-

them may not have been cor- dent, based on the February
rect,” explained RCSC President 2005 study, the lake was seeping
Don Schordje. “We're figuring 396 acre feet of water per year.

out what we should do next but
it may involve another sealing

Lake

Continued From Page 1

“We rounded that number up
to 400 and figured we could pay
back what we owed to the water
department by reducing it by 200,”
Mr. Schordje said. “But then the
numbers were changed on us.”

According to RCSC Director of
Golf Operations John Snyder, the
lake was losing more water than
the study indicated. Mr. Snyder
took another reading just prior to
the lake bottom’s chemical sealing
Jan.31.

“The lake is seeping more than
500 acre feet per year,” he
explained.

Officials determined 507 acre
feet per year was an accurate nums-
ber, more than a 100-acre feet

See Lake — Page 9

increase over the original study.
The sealing project cost nearly
$300,000, RCSC officials noted.
Thus, the project did not return
the results officials sought. Seeking
a 50-percent loss in seepage, the
Jan. 31 sealing offered only about a
30-percent seepage reduction.
“Once we had the new num-
bers, it was too late to reformulate
the sealant to handle the additional
water loss,” Mr. Schordje said.

“The sealant used was not as effec-.

tive as we’d hoped it would be.
Still, the company did nothing
wrong nor did they offer a 100-per-
cent guarantee. We need to do
more so we are contemplating tak-
ing another shot at it.”

Since the project was done
under warranty, another sealing
will cost about $60,000, he added.

To keep the lake from becom-
ing stagnant, some fish are being

put back ‘into' Viewpoint Lake
while other fish will remain on the
RCSC’s golf course lakes until offi-
cials determine their next step:

The fish were removed before
the resealing last January.

Because the summertime
requires more water to be pumped
from the lake to irrigate Lakes West
Golf Course, another sealing will
not likely occur until this fall.

“We've got all summer to talk to
professional people and see what

we can do,” Mr. Schordje said. “Is -
there a fissure somewhere? Who -

knows. But we have to determine
whether another seal is necessary
and we need more research into
what has happened so far.”

Post your comments on this issue at

Reach News Editor Matt Loeschman at

- 9726101 or
miloeschman@newszap.com.
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Christmas afloat

Northwest Valley residents flocked to Viewpoint Lake in Sun City on Friday for a colorful holiday
flotilla of decorated boats parading on the water. Spectators enjoyed hot dogs, warm beverages,
Christmas caroling (above) and hilltop views of the entire lake as the boats made a circuit of the
water course. It was the 20th annual edition of the parade, which began in 1987 when lakeside
resident Horst Wolf took his mother-in-law and wife for a boat ride on Christmas Eve.




MICHAEL SCHENNUM/THE REPUBLIC
Santa floats past a lighted fountain at Viewpoint Lake in Sun City during a water parade Friday evening. Page 5



 Viewpoint Lake clea
 state regulatory

Ek said Tuesday af-

JEFF DEMPSEY %
DAILY NEWS-SUN |

ters of Sun City has
reached an agreement
with the state that the

said will save the com-
munity millions of dol-
lars in repairs at View-
point Lake.

“It's - exciting news.
I've been working on
this for a while now,
but 1 couldn’t tell any-
body what™ it was,

The Recreation Cen-

RCSC general manager

ternoon at a meeting
of the Viewpoint Lake
Management Board.

Ek told the board
the RCSC has received
relief from the water al-
location requirement,
courtesy of an admin-
istrative review by the
Arizona Department of
Water Resources.

She said the RCSC
was seeking to prove
the lake’s seepage was
refilling the water table

that pursuit the pos-
sibility =3 fued ot

seeking aﬁministra”mre
rehet o ons

“We realized when :

we looked at it that we
had a very good chance
to qualify,” Ek said.

Sun: City's View-
point Lake has been
proved difficult.
The RCSC was fre-
quently failing to meet_

a point of contention

in the community for p

years. ‘The lake has
been seeping water at

‘an unacceptable rate
and finding a solution

Jan Ek, general manager of th
City, discusses Viewpoint Lake

Management Board Tugsday.

its water use alloca-
tion — water from the

General Manager Jan :

and in the course of

to that situation had

lake is also used to

 JARDD OPPERMAN/DAILY NEWS-SUN
e Recreation Centers of Sun
e with the Viewpoint Lake

water the golf courses
— and was purchasing
water credits to offset
the difference at a cost

LAKE

of §75,000 to $90,000 annually.
In the fall of 2011, RCSC manage-
ment met with the ADWR to con-
firm they could pursue relief. Once

officials received the go-ahead, they

created a water management plan,
including RCSC's historical data,

and submitted their findings. Those

findings needed to prove to ADWR's
satisfaction that re-lining the entire
lake would be cost-prohibitive to the
community and disproportionate to
the size of the community.

“The new liner would cost mil-
lions,” Ek said. “We would have to
section off the lake, drain part of it,
dry it, dig up the dirt, put the new
liner in — and all of (the residents)

while this happened. We would not
be able to control the smell, and
there is no telling how long the
whole process would take.”

The relief request was submit-
ted in May. Ek said the RCSC just
received the final approval, though
there are requirements that must

would have to pull up their docks

be fulfilled on .RCSC'S end.
First, the irrigation systems at

 North, * Willowbrook, Willowcreek,

Riverview and Lakes East must be
replaced in the next five years. Sec-

SHAVT 0S dA

ond, the RCSC must conduct an-

nual meetings for the residents of
Sun City on the importance of water

_conservation.

" *This is really a win-win for us,
quite frankly,” she said. “It couldn’t
have worked out any better for us.”

Ek said the money saved on pur-

- chasing water credits will now be

used on lake maintenance and the
irrigation system repairs.

The RCSC will have to apply again
for the relief exemption sometime in
the next couple of years, Ek said,
but she said she was told they are
not likely to face any problems.

“Because we've already been

through the process, and so re-
cently, we're really likely to get ap-

proval and the same stipulations,”
she said.

“This problem, this dark cloud
that has been over our heads, is
now gone.”

Jeff Dempsey may be reached at

'623-876-2531 or jdempsey@your-

westvalley.com.
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West Valley RC Mariners members race their sailboats on Viewpoint Lake. RCSC and Arizona Depaﬂmem of Water Resources officials reached an agreement that

removes the requirement to stay within an annual water allotment.

Leak Away: Viewpoint gets relief -
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RCSC not required to stay
within ADWR water allotment

By Rusty Bradshaw
[ndependent Newspapers

ecreation Centers of Sun City and View-
point Lake homeowners will not have to
ddress seepage at the community’s man-

mnade lake — at least for 12 years or so.

Jan Ek, RCSC general manager, announced
“eb. 19 during a Viewpoint Lake Management
Joard meeting that Arizona Department of Wa-
er Resources officials granted relief from the
itate-required water allotment for the lake. The
uling ended more than two years of research
»f options to address annual seepage from the
:CSC-owned lake. That seepage drew down

e —
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lake water levels and required more water to
restore them.

“We would have faced a $150,000 and up
fine for not staying within the allotment,” Ms.
Ek explained.

RCSC officials avonded the fine by using less
lake water on golf courses and purchasing addi-
tional water allotment, which cost up to $90,000
per year, accordmg to Ms. Ek. :

“Now we're no longer required to meet the
allotment,” she said.

That was achieved by applying for an ad-
ministrative review and successfully arguing it

would be a hardship to replace the lake’s liner, r’;
according to Ms. Ek, who discovered the review tn
option by chance. She had been trying to con-

: vince ADWR officials Viewpoint Lake should be

designated a recharge basin because it was re- =
invigorating the water table.

“I was hitting a brick wall on that one, but
they then asked if | had considered an adminis-
trative review,” she said.

RCSC and ADWR officials met in the fall of
2011 to confirm the ability to apply for review.
However, RCSC leadership kept the option and
negotiations under wraps until last week.

“A lot of people have asked what’s happen-
ing, and 1 wanted to tell them about it, but I
couldn’t until everything was approved,” she
explained.
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Continued From Page 1

- Stipulations to approval were that RCSC
must replace irrigation systems at North,
Willowcreek, Riverview, Willowbrook and
Lakes East golf courses, and conduct an an-
nual water conservation education class,
according to Ms. Ek.

Replacing irrigation systems is planned
by RCSC officials anyway to improve water
utilization, according to Dan Hill, RCSC and
lake management board member.

“Utilization means ‘water distribution,”
he said. “Lakes West was in the 50 percen-
tile before the system was replaced there,
and after it is up in the high 80s.”

In making the case for relief, Ms. Ek told
ADWR officials replacing the lake liner was
cost prohibitive and disproportionate to the
community. She explained liner replace-

ment would create hardship to residents as -

it would have to be done in sections and
that would require homeowners to remove
their docks and replace them when the
work was complete. When sections of the
lake were drained, it would also create an
unbearable smell, she added.

RCSC got allotment relief for ADWR’s
Phoenix Active Management Area Third
Management Plan, which was due to end

in 2010 but has been delayed. When the

Fourth Management Plan is adopted, pos-
sibly in one or two years, RCSC would have
to apply for administrative review again.

“But what I'm hearing from them
(ADWR) is that we would get approval
since we just were approved,” she said.

.The Fourth Management Plan would
be in effect for 10 years. RCSC officials will
have to reapply with each succeeding man-
agement plan, according to Ms. Ek.

“If the reason for granting us the re-
prieve now remains valid in the future, it
is not likely it (lake relining) would need to
be addressed, although the stipulations to
keep the review will obviously change over
time,” she stated in a Feb. 20 e-mail.

Residents at the Feb. 19 lake manage-

ment board meeting asked if RCSC officials
would remove liner pieces that break loose
and come to the surface. Ms. Ek said the
RCSC budget includes funds for lake wall
repairs, but there are no plans to remove
linér pieces.

“We haven't seen that happening for a
while,” said Jim Wellman, RCSC assistant
general manager. - )

The allotment relief is for Viewpoint Lake
and does not include Dawn Lake, which is
privately owned.

“I tried to get Dawn Lake included, but
since it is private and not for the community
at large, ADWR would not include it,” Ms.
Ek said.

Lake homeowners successfully sued
RCSC to force the corporation to reverse a
decision to increase fees for maintenance,
an action that violated two agreements be-
tween RCSC and the lake association. Part
of the judge’s 2010 decision ordered RCSC
officials to properly maintain the lake, in-
cluding solving the seepage problem.

RCSC officials were relatively silent on
lake issues when questioned by resident
Don Schordje during the Sept. 29, 2011
board meeting. Mr. Schordje, a former
RCSC board member, asked what was be-
ing done about the lake leak. :

“The only thing | can say right now is
-we are working on the problem,” Vance
Coleman, then-board president, said. “We
will] n)ot try anything that has failed (previ-
ously).”

Jon Braemer, a former RCSC board
member, got the same stoney silence in
the Jan. 16, 2012 RCSC director/member

. exchange when he asked about the status

of his suggestion, made shortly before he
left the board in 2009, to declare the lake
a recharge basin. He believes that option
would eliminate the need to replace the
lake liner.
 “Sewage plants treat water then pump
then into recharge basins where the water
perks down into the soil,” Mr. Braemer ex-
plained. et
Ms. Ek said at the time it was in the
hands of government. She said going pub-
lic at that time would present complications
in reaching a desired resolution. She added

- RCSC’s silence was not related to lake hom-

eowners or the lawsuit filed by them.
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Even as crews use booms at Dawn Lake, right,
to hold back the spilled oil to be sucked out
by powerful pumps, birds confinue to find their
way around the privately owned lake. While
five swans were rehabilitated, more than 20
ducks died from the oil that entered the lake
through a well intake. See story on Page 2.

water into the lake to
, was shut down almost

“It was not real heavy oil, but enough to
cover the water throughout the lake,” Mr.

Anderson stated.
Through and agreement with the lake

HOA, owners of the body of water, RCSC

officials pump water from the lake for golf
course irrigation. Water is then pumped
back in at a later time to restore lake water

time was pumping
levels.

raise the water level

immediately.

Continued From Page 2
nications and marketing director.

“RCSC staff, along with our aquatic spe-
cialist, surveyed the situation and appropri-
ate government agencies were notified,

0il

| according to Joelyn Higgins, RCSC commu-

Ms. Higgins stated tests were conducted
on the oil tp find out how much and what

kind of oil seeped into the lake.

He explained the spill was discovered

Mr. Anderson added that Dawn Lake and
| Jan. 16 by a resident in the area who de-

Ms. Higgins stated in an email.
I RCSC officials cooperated fully in the animal

| recovery, inspection and cleanup efforts.

News Editor Rusty Bradshaw can be reached at
623-445-2725 or rbradshaw@newszap.com.

B o A o e

Dawn Lake oil
spill kills ducks;

swans saved
By Rusty Bradshaw

Independent Newspapers

rews from H20 of Chandler were busy
last week cleaning up an oil slick in
Sun City's Dawn Lake.

It was not a tanker run aground, but it
was enough to kill as many as 20 ducks and
endangered the neighborhood’s five swans,
according to Paul Anderson, Dawn Lake Ho-
meowners Association board president. The
swans were rehabilitated by Liberty Recov-
ery.
Dawn Lake HOA and Recreation Centers
of Sun City officials determined the oil en-
tered the privately owned lake from an RC-
SC-controlled well near 103rd Avenue and
Thunderbird Boulevard.

“The oil entered the lake through the well
intake,” Mr. Anderson stated in an email.

The well was recently repaired by a con-
tractor, who last week pulled the well for in-
spection to determine the cause of the spill,

See Oil — Page 6

tected a foul odor. The well, which at the
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Even as crews use booms at Dawn Lake, right,
to hold back the spilled oil to be sucked out
by powerful pumps, birds continue to find their
way around the privately owned lake. While
five swans were rehabilitated, more than 20
ducks died from the oil that entered the lake
through a well intake. See story on Page 2.

“It was not real heavy oil, but enough to
cover the water throughout the lake,” Mr.

Anderson stated.
Through and agreement with the lake

HOA, owners of the body of water, RCSC
officials pump water from the lake for golf

course irrigation. Water is then pumped
back in at a later time to restore lake water

time was pumping water into the lake to
raise the water level, was shut down almost
levels.

immediately.
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Ms. Higgins stated tests were conducted
623-445-2725 or rbradshaw@newszap.com.

on the oil to find out how much and what

kind of oil seeped into the lake.
News Editor Rusty Bradshaw can be reached at

cleanup efforts.
1l was discovered
the area who de-

overnment agencies were notified
ggins stated in an email.
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Dawn Lake oil
spill kills ducks;
swans saved

By Rusty Bradshaw
Independent Newspapers

rews from H20 of Chandler were busy
last week cleaning up an oil slick in
Sun City’s Dawn Lake.

It was not a tanker run aground, but it
was enough to kill as many as 20 ducks and
endangered the neighborhood’s five swans,
according to Paul Anderson, Dawn Lake Ho-
meowners Association board president. The
swans were rehabilitated by Liberty Recov-
ery.

Dawn Lake HOA and Recreation Centers
of Sun City officials determined the oil en-
tered the privately owned lake from an RC-
SC-controlled well near 103rd Avenue and
Thunderbird Boulevard.

“The oil entered the lake through the well
intake,” Mr. Anderson stated in an email.

The well was recently repaired by a con-
tractor, who last week pulled the well for in-
spection to determine the cause of the spill,

See Oil — Page 6
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DWR agreement avoids relining Viewpoint Lake

By Rusty Bradshaw
Independent Newspapers

R:creation Centers of Sun City and .

Viewpoint Lake homeowners will
ot have to address seepage at the

community’s man-made lake — at least

for 11 years or so.

Arizona Department of Water Resourc-
es officials granted relief from the state-
required water allotment for the lake.
The February 2013 ruling ended more
than two years of research of options to
address annual seepage from the RCSC-
owned lake. That seepage drew down
water levels and required more water to
restore the the lake.

“We would have faced a $150,000 and
up fine for not staying within the allot-
ment,” Ms. Ek explained.

RCSC officials avoided the fine by us-
ing less lake water on golf courses and
purchasing additional water allotment,
which cost up to $90,000 per vear, ac-
cording to Ms. Ek.

Allotment relief was achieved by ap-
plying for an administrative review and
successfully arguing it would be a hard-
ship to replace the lake’s liner, according
to Ms. Ek, who discovered the review op-
tion by chance. She had been trying to

convince ADWR officials Viewpoint Lake
should be designated a recharge basin
be(iause it was reinvigorating the water
table.

Stipulations to approval were that
RCSC must replace irrigation systems at
North, Willowcreek, Riverview, Willow-
brook and Lakes East golf courses, and
conduct an annual water conservation
education class, according to Ms. Ek.

In making the case for relief, Ms. Ek
told ADWR officials replacing the lake
liner was cost prohibitive and dispropor-
tionate to the community. She explained
liner replacement would create hardship

‘to residents as it would have to be done

in sections and that would require hom-
eowners to remove their docks and re-
place them when the work was complete.
When sections of the lake were drained,
it would also create an unbearable smell,
she added.

RCSC got allotment relief for ADWR'’s
Phoenix Active Management Area Third
Management Plan, which was due to end
in 2010 but has been delayed. When the
Fourth Management Plan is adopted, pos-
sibly in one or two years, RCSC would
have to apply for administrative review
again.
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Volunteers, from left, Martha Rothermel, Bob DeVries and Ralph Stevenson put together a “finger-

ling fortress” during a session last week. The fortresses, once in Viewpoint Lake, are designed io
provide protection for young hlueg!ll, inset photo, and other young fish.

More Sun City ‘housing’

Habitats designed to make
Viewpoint Lake fish-friendly

By Rusty Bradshaw
Independent Newspapers

o says Sun City’s residential
s property is built out. Volunteers

are now busy building lake front

habitats.

They are just not for humans.

Sun City residents and Recreation Cen-
ters of Sun City are working with Eric Swan-
son, lake consultant, to construct a number
of different types of habitat for the lake to
build up the existing stock and planned
augmentation by providing protection for

young fish. The habitats will increase the
survivability of the younger fish, which will
then live to spawn their own young.

“The goal is to get the lake to be more
self-sustaining,” Mr. Swanson said.

In the first building session Oct. 7-9, 18
volunteers completed 60 “pipe palaces”
and deployed them into Viewpoint Lake,
according to Jim Wellman, RCSC assistant
general manager. Volunteers then prepared
materials for construction of 80 “fingerling
fortresses.” The work on those items was
conducted Nov. 10-14 (excluding Veterans
Day), according to Mr. Wellman.

As with the “pipe palaces,” culvert pipe
with wire mesh over each end, the “finger-
ling fortresses” alllow smaller fish to enter
but keeps larger fish out. It gives the young-

er fish somewhere to avoid being eaten,
something the lake has been lacking. That
meant continual stocking of fish to keep up
with the kill rate.

RCSC’s effort to increase utilization of
the lake began several years ago after cor-
poration officials came to an agreement
with Arizona Department of Water Re-
sources about the lake’s status. The 33-acre
man-made lake has been leaking water for
several years, Mr. Wellman said.

RCSC General Manager Jan Ek worked
with ADWR officials to find a solution that
avoided spending more than several million
dollars to reline the lake.

“This will really make this a great fishing

See Fish — Page 6
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Continued From Page 1

lake,” said resident Jerry Ida.

He and fellow lake resident Larry Klein
actually kicked off the effort on their own
about four years ago by building their own
habitats to hang from their docks.

“We took those plastic bread trays, fas-
tened two together and made them into
boxes with the small slits in the sides, top
and bottom,” Mr. Klein explained.

Mr. Ida has six of them and Mr. Klein has
more.

“This is not a natural lake, with weeds
and rocks for fish to hide from the larger
predator fish,” Mr. Klein said. “So we need

to help it along.”

Mr. Klein and Mr. Ida already see the ben-
efits as literally thousands of small fish con-
gregate under their docks, using the home-
made habitats as shelter. When he drops
food into the water, fish stampede out of
the trays to nibble, then scurry back in be-
fore larger fish hanging around lose interest
in the small tidbits floating on the water.

The lake revitalization will be a five-year
plan that would involve residents getting in-
volved hands-on in the process. In Decem-
ber volunteers will install gravel spawning
beds and in January put in Christmas tree
habitats.

“We are talking to the Christmas tree
lots now about getting some of their unsold
stock donated,” Mr. Swanson said.

Also to help with fish survivability, RCSC
officials plan to stock the lake with forge
fish for the larger game fish. Threadfin
shad were expected to be introduced into
the lake in late-October or early-November,
but that has been delayed due to a supplier
shortage, according to Mr. Wellman. The
shad will serve as forage fish for bass, blue-
gill and catfish when those game species
are stocked in the lake.

“Once quantities are available, the shad
will be delivered and introduced into View-
point Lake,” Mr. Wellman said.

A downside to the fish habitats being
built is that young fish may go inside and
remain there, never leaving until their grow
too big to escape through the mesh. Mr. Ida
said that has happened with the homemade
habitats he and Mr. Klein built.

“It does not happen a lot,” he said. “But
when it does, the fish who stay eat on the

younger ones as they come in.”

Lake revitalization recommendations
were developed with Mr. Swanson of Swan-
son Solutions LLC. A 29-year veteran of Ari-
zona Game and Fish Department, Mr. Swan-
son spent 20 years overseeing the agency’s
urban fishing program.

In addition to bluegill, the lake contains
bass and channel catfish.

“One of the recommendations was to
introduce rainbow trout into the lake,” Mr.
Swanson said. “That was really popular
with the fishermen here.”

Simply stocking more fish is not feasible
because without the proper habitat, the
larger fish will consume the smaller ones
at a rate faster than they can reproduce, ac-
cording to Mr. Swanson. In his original pitch
to the RCSC board in a June public meeting,
Mr. Swanson gave 10 specific recommenda-
tions, most revolving around creating breed-
ing, hiding and living conditions that do not
currently exist in Viewpoint Lake. The over-
all goals for the five-year plan are to provide
a clean, biologically balanced quality of life
for residents; maintain safe and satisfactory
water quality; and improve sport fishing.

Mr. Swanson’s first recommendation
was to stock the lake with threadfin shad.
Once established, the shad will reproduce
on their own.

The next step is to install environmentally
safe habitat implements, and that is where
resident help will come in. RCSC looked to
residents to help construct living spaces for
fish, including “catfish condos,” “fingerling
fortresses,” “bass bungalows” and “pipe
palaces.” Resident and Boy Scout help will
also be used to install pea gravel as spawn-

ing grounds, hanging habitats for young fish
and snowflake pens.

The total five-year cost is projected to be
$145,050, according to Joelyn Higgins, RCSC -
communications and marketing director. It
will not be a preservation and improvement
fund project. The habitat buildup is expect-
ed to cost $41,700. The 2014 total cost is
projected to be $42,200. While that amount
was not budgeted, there are funds available
from projects that came in under budget,
according to the wording of the motion the
board passed in June approving the lake re-
vitalization plan.

Once the habitat is in place, Mr. Swan-

"son suggests stocking various game fish.

The plan also includes stocking white amur
to keep the alge under control. Mr. Swanson
recommends stocking with smaller, less ag-
gressive predator fish in the beginning,

“You want to grow it first before you
bring in the top guns,” he said.

RCSC officials, with help from their:
consultants, will continue monitoring th,e
lake management plan and annual maint e-
nance. Part of that monitoring will incliide
gathering and compiling statistics on, us-
age and satisfaction. RCSC officials will also
need to address some natural out-of -water .
predators, including birds.

“The best approach is to just make it as
uncomfortable as you can for those birds to
hang around,” Mr. Swanson said.

He also suggested revising the corpora-
tion’s existing fishing regulations by lower-
ing daily catch limits. 2
News Editor Rusty Bradshaw can be reached at

623-445-2725 or rbradshaw @newszap.com.
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Viewpoint Lake got an infusion of fish last week as Arizona Fish aml Game stocked more than 5,500 pounds of ﬁva varieties of fish as part of the
rehabilitation project. Recreation centers of Sun City lake consultant Eric Swanson shows one of tlle channel catfish. Other spieces stocked were large-
mouth bass, bluegill, redear sunfish and white amur. Most of the fish are for brood stock and catfish can be fished and stocked, according to Larry Kiein,
an avid fisherman and volunteer on the lake project. Grass carp are fo control plant growth and should be returned to the lake immediately if caughi.
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Sun City resident Nadine Mies feeds the black swan Ebony on the ramp in her backyard. Ebony is one
of three swans left on Viewpoint Lake from a high of 28 over the past 40 years.

40 years of Sun City swans

By Rusty Bradshaw
Independent Newspapers
liding smoothly across the water, swans
have added to the ambiance of View-
int Lake for 40 years.

Tended entirely by volunteers, the swans
have ranged from the original three pairs pur-
chased in 1975, to a high of 28 in 2002. Today,
only three remain, and the swans may even-
tually disappear from the lake if caretakers do
not step forward.

Lake reSIdent Nadme Meis, who has been
the “swan mom” since 2012, said help is need-
ed to feed andcareformemmmlmgbtrds all
females.

I takes very: iniensive gate, aAdiBREY cygnets were hatched on Robert and Kay Mac

wants to do it,” she said. “Most of the lake res-
idents are seasonal, and the younger people
moving in don't seem to be interested.

Ms. Meis and her husband, Don, built a

small ramp from their backyard to the lake

that allows the swans — two white and one
black— to come in off the water and feed, rest
or enjoy a little company. As Ms. Meis spreads
handfuls of lettuce on the ramp for Ebony (all
the swans are named), the swan honks a soft
hello, then follows with another.

“She always tells me thank you,” Ms. Meis
said.

The love and care offered to the birds have
not wavered for the die-hards since 1975 when
a group of lake residents brought in the swans
as a way to celebrate the nation’s bi-centen-
nial. They organized themselves into the Sun
City Swan Club and, after some research, they

pooled their money and purchased three pairs

of 2-vear-old mate swans from Michigan State
University Wild Life Sanctuary for $290 per

pair.
The first birds were named for American
historical figures — George and Martha Wash-

ington, John and Abigail Adams, Betsy Ross

and Benjamin Franklin.
“All six were placed in Viewpoint Lake,”
Ms. Meis wrote in a short history, based on co-

pious records kept over the years. "S\W -
very territorial and have a mind of their own, _

so the fun and problems begin.”
Thanks mostly to .Iohn and

in 1983. Most of the

Clinchie’s property, according to Ms. Meis's
history. Pat Cropley took the lead in caring for
the swans in 1990, continuing until her death
in 2011 — eight years after her retirement
from the swan club because no replacement
was found.

To keep the swan population from over-
whelming the lake, some youngsters were
transported to other locations around Sun
City and the Valley. These include golf course
ponds and nearby Dawn Lake, according to
Ms. Meis.

“Records show some went as far away as
Denver, Colorado,” Ms. Mels wrote in the his-

- tory.

In 2003 the swan club offered, as a gift,
See Swans — Page 24
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Swans

Continued From Page 22

the 19 swans swimming in golf course lakes,
along with all associated equipment, to the
Recreation Centers of Sun City Golf Opera-
tions division. But the gift was declined, and

the swans on the golf courses began to thin

out,

Ms. Cropley also practiced some birth
control by putting females swimming with fe-
males and males with males, according to Ms.
Meis. No new birds have hatched since 2009.

Each swan has its wings clipped at birth so
they cannot fly to other locations.

“We had a pair once whose wings weren’t
clipped properly and they took off and headed
toward the rec center (Lakeview),” Ms. Meis
said. “We were afraid they were going to land
in the pool, but they circled back to the lake.”

Viewpoint Lake swans
(pertil isting)

jamin Franklin came in 1975. Abigail died in 1990,
George in 2006. Fate of the rest unknown.,

Bertha came in 1990 and her death date and fate is
unknown.

Ethel Elizabeth came in 1990 and died in 2004,
Dick and Tracy was bom at Viewpoint and sold in
1997 to a private bird farm near South Mountain,

Charcoal and Ebony came in 1996. Charcoal died
in 1998 and Ebony is still alive.

Lacy came in 2009 but died 15 days after anival.

Royal and Thunderbird were bom at Viewpoint.
Both died in 2010 from avian botulism.

Continuing a swan program for Viewpoi
Lake depends on two options, according
Ms. Meis. These include finding new volu
teers or RCSC taking over care and finance
the program.

“No volunteers have stepped forward ai
offering it to the RCSC has not been attempt
since 2003,” Ms. Meis said.

The Viewpoint Lake Homeowners Asso
ation has been financing the swans, and cot
mitted to do so until the remaining three bir
no longer exist.

Eeny, Meeny, Miney and Moe were bom at View-
point in 2008. Moe died in 2010 from avian botulism.
Pinky 52 was bom at Viewpoint and died in 2010
from avian botulism.

Ripple and Fine were bom at Viewpoint. Both died -
in 1996.

Winter Breeze was bom at Viewpoint and died in
2007 when shotin the head.

J.D. was bom at Viewpoint and died in 2015 after
being hit in the head with a golf ball.
Mama Mia and Princess were bom at Viewpoint.
Mama Mia was killed in 2012 by a coyote.

Cameo and Gina were bom at Viewpoint and are
Rosie was bom at Viewpoint and killed in 2015 by
acoyote.

Source: Swan History 1975-2015



