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- TOURNAMENT 

Sun Cities temn to host lawn tourney 
-Event will draw 

players from 
across the 

country 
By Bill Pearson 

SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT 
NEWSMEDIA 

Since Sun City's inception, 
lawn bowling has played an 
int,egral role in the commu
nity's development. 

DEVCO built seven greens 
in Sun City, a four-green 
complex in Sun City West 
and a single green in Sun 
City Grand When combined 
with the spectacular winter, 
spring and fall weather, the 
West Valley becomes a pop
ular destination for bowlers 
from across North America 
and, later this year, the world 

Beginning Saturday, Feb 10 
lawn bowlers will converge 
on the West Valley to enjoy 
a week of continuous action. 
The women will be in Sun 
City at the Bell Recreation 
Center, 16820 N. 99th Ave., 
greens, with about 60 top 
lawn bowlers from around 
the country and locally. The 
men will showcase some of 
the best lawn bowls talent 
with 100 bowlers enjoying 
the light.ening fast greens in 
Sun City West at RH. John
son Recreation Center, 19803 
RH. Johnson Blvd 

All of this comes as the 
event is host.ed by the 
South-Central Division and 

Bowlers get in a little practice on the Bell Recreation Center, 16820 N. 99th Ave, lawn bowl greens during a tournament 
that drew players from across the county. The Sun Cities will team to host another event Saturday, Feb.10. (Rusty 
Bradshaw/Independent Newsmedia file photo] 
is their annual open tourna
ment. This is one of the most 
popular venues across North 
America because Sun Cit
ies greens are some of the 
best in the country and the 
weather is a welcome relief 
for so many. 

The men's division will 
have two days of triples, two 
days of pairs and finish with 
two days of singles play. The 
women will follow the same 
two-day format beginning 
with fours, singles and pairs. 
In each case, the first day's 
action will place bowlers in 
flights to determine eventu-

• 

al winners. 
This event is a precur

sor of things to come. The 
South-Central Division was 
awarded the United States 
Open for both 2018 and 2019. 
ComingthisNovember~ the 
most prestigious lawn bowl
ing event hosted in North 
America each year. 

The event regularly draws 
400-450 bowlers. The best 
of the best will converge on 
the Valley of the Sun with 
bowlers coming from half 
a dozen countries or more 
around the world. Starting 
in November, the week's non-

stop action will fill greens in 
8-10 different locations. 

Bowlers love this location 
because all Sun Cities greens 
are within 15-20 minutes of 
one another, the playing sur
faces are top notch and the 
November weather will be 
simply perfect. All of which 
sets upto make it one smash
ing event. 

Residents are encouraged 
to stop by the Sun City or 
Sun City West greens. The 
action will go on all day long. 
Editor's Note: Mr. Pearson, a 
Sun City resident, Is an avid 
lawn bowler. 
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ACTIVITIES 

BOWLING RIGHT NG 
By Rusty Bradshaw 

INDlil'ENDENI' NEWSMEO~\ 

Amid a Recreation Cent:ers 
of Sun City hold on capital 
improvement projects, lawn 
bowlers want repairs to one 
of their playing greens. 

Resident Bill Pearson be
lieves the Bell Recreation 
Cent:er, 16820 N. 99th Ave., 
lawn bowl 
greens are 
in the worst 
shapeofSun 
City's four fa
cilities, de
spite having 
been rebuilt 

. fiveyearsago. 
RCSC officials spent about 
$600,000 in two separate proj
ects to rebuild the greens and 
construct a building next to 
them. About one-third of that 
amount was donated by resi
dent Helen Teichman. 

"We want that green fixed:' 
Mr. Pearson told board mem
bers in the March 13 mem
ber/director exchange meet
ing "You could do Bell and the 
Lakeview greens for less than 

RCSC officials to budget lawn bowl repair 

Lawn bowlers begin a game at the Bell Recreation Center.16820 N. 99th Ave., greens March 15. The greens were rebuilt from the ground up five years ago but are now 
experiencing some settling. [Independent Newsmedia/Rusty Bradshaw) 

$50,000." munications and marketing "A contractor has given a Cent:e1;l0626WThunderbird 
RCSC officials are aware of COOl'dinator, said outside rinks high estimate of $40,000 for Blvd., lawn bowl greens. But 

the issues at the Bell green, have settled and slope toward Bell:' she explained those issues will be handled 
and the cost to repair them. the ditches, affecting the hias There are similar issues in-house with aggressive sum-
Joelyn Higgins, RCSC com- ofihe'bowls. at the Lakeview'Recreation » See Bowl on paf.'8:3 
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mer agronomic practices, Ms. 
Higgins explained. 

Not all lawn bowlers have a 
low opinion of the Bell greens. 
Steve Bezanson ofNova Sco
tia believes Sun City's greens 
are the best in the country. 

"I have bowled all over the 
country and Canada, and the 
Sun City greens are the best 
I have played on:• he said. 
"That's why I come down 
here, to play on these-greens." 

A former groundskeeper, 
Mr. Bezanson said settling 
on lawn bowl greens is com
mon. However, he does be
lieve RCSC groundskeep
ers put too much water on 
the greens, which slows the 
bowls. 

''They make the same mis
take as in Canada, they make 
them-as visually beautiful as 
possible;' Mr. Bezanson said 
''But what we want is brown 
grass with as little snap as 
possible." 

Mr. Bezanson also said 
when greens are rolled, roll
ers should be cleaned more of 
ten because they leave clumps 
of grass behind But he was 
quick to point out he was not 
faulting RCSC staff's efforts. 

"They work really hard, 
they are out here at 6 a.m.:' 

he said "They just need a 
little guideance from people 
who really know lawn bowl 
greens." 

Mr. Pearson said he under
standsRCSC officials are un
der pressure not to spend 
money because of the pend
ing litigation regarding fees. 

''But I have heard Jan (Ek, 
RCSC general manager) say, 
'Ifwe don't fix it on the front 
end it will cost mol'e on the 
back end,"' he said 

RCSC officials put on hold 
two major capital improve
ment projects scheduled for 
2017 in its long range plan due 
to the lawsuit brought by res
ident Anne Randall Stewart 
and 38 otbel' plaintiffs. How
ever, longe range plan proj
ects for 2018 and beyond 
remain on the schedule, ac
cording to Ms. Higgins. Long 
range plan projects are fund
ed with the Preservation and 
ImprovementFund, but work 
to correct iS.9.les at the lawn 
bowl greens can be funded 
through operational maint.e
nance fimds, according to Ms. 
Higgins. 

"The work on Bell is not 
budgeted this ye.az;' Ms. Hig
gins stated in an email "How
evei; we will be reviewing the 
budget to determine when 
this can be completed." 

She stated ideally the work 

-----------------------------------

Burrows 
highlights 
Desert Garden 
fellowship dinner 
Celebrated performer T.A. Burrows 
will highlight the March 28 fellowship 
dinner at Desert Garden United 
Church of Christ 18818 N.12Bth 
Ave, Sun City West Burrows has 
performed in Las Vegas and shared 
the bill with The Temptations, Patti 
LaBelle, Earth. Wind and Fire, Chicago, 
and Bob Hope to name a few. A SQs._ 
diner menu will be served at 5:30 p.m 
followed by Burrows· performance 
at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 and 
reservations and payment must be 
made at the church office by noon on 
Thursday, March 23. [Submitted] 

on Lakeview would be han
dled this year and in a worst 
case scenario Bell would be 
budgeted for next year. 
Rusty Brad.shaw can be 
reached at 623-445-2725 or 
rbradshaw@newS7.ae.com. 
Continue the discussion at www. 
yourwestvalley.com. 



Photo courtesy of Del E. Webb Development Compony 

AN ACTIVE RETIREMENT LIFESTYLE. Although golf is generally considered the number one 
sport in Sun City, lawn bowling is not far behind in popularity and participation. Pictured here in a 
photo taken during the early 1960.s are lawn bowlers at Town Hall South Recreation Center, later 
renamed Mountain View Center. 
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owlers w 
IUlM nJIY•~ 
OAILY "lEWS 511 

Sun C ty fawl'i bowlers reJt
erated tlll!'1r c onoerns Thurs
day over th¢ J>OSSilble clo$ure 
of the lawtr bt'>wlil-,g green at 
Oc1kmont .Rcc:n-,;;flf,pn Cc:n~r: 

lawn bowler Nbnu Dixim. 
speaking during the Rec;re 
atiqn Centers dt Sui1 Cit} 
boil.rd uteet:!_ng old U1e pan I 
that the gTf:f',n gets more use 
t.ha:n tennis or pickleball courts 
arowxl the community. 

IJiXon. who al.sci asked lo 
see the data ust·d lo reaC'.h 
such a cleds1on at the member 
exchange earlier J,his month, 
agn.tn told U1e bciatd he ~-ant 

ed fl> -see the tacts. 
"We Ji; ve.:yet t() rec.eJ\re that 

data." D on said. 
.After lawn bowll;'.rs ~~ 

Qui 'In droves for the NCM:nl 
bcr mt"!mh<'J' exchange to ~ 
press their- displeasure o,1tr. 
the proptisal the b;acrl issued 
a p1"CS§, rel~~ de.tailing thf'Jr 
ded.~on to RCIW keep- the tt!e.Q 
()pen mill at least 11 e end of 
the season on AJ>rll 30 and 
tM board said it ~11 pro tic 
a specific charter to tl1e I. .. tv.11 
Bo'tl.1ing Advf.sory Comn)tt 
tee in time. for their Dcce01~r 
m~ asking them to CQme 
up 1w-jth some rei;ohJtions re
garding spectfic issues wm, 

Daily News-Sun November l 8, 20 11 

• 
0 SIi g 

SunC ty lawn bo,vling." 
:8CSC board pr~d t 

Vance Cblcn· o s.kcd U1e lawn 
bw.vlers if the':)• had any new 
conro1CI1ts. but urged Uie.m to 
"'cl.it for the cor ututtec• meet,:tng 
irJ Decembe1 to work through 
the JssQc 

But tl1e lawn bowlers ar't: 
~ot JU~t gc iil to shmv up to 
one me, Ung and gr. up an 
the tssu~, the) said dllli.rJg 
lbl.U11day·s comment..">. 

'\V,hile the fawn bow: c-is sai.d 
that ther<:; wa.,; no <:ommuni 
catlo•~ :from RCSC er.er the 
posa1bfu c osu.re. ,~e txianl 
contends it was alway.s :In 
dfscussfcm to close one of the 

greens orwe hl' n.w artifi 
cial grass grc~u at the new·l:; 
re11ovatcd Fatrway RecrcatiO'Il 
Center opened. 

t.a,.,r1 btiwlcrs. sucli as Oob 
Chr1..c;f1t' ri snowbird from Can• 
ada, rumie tJ1e lawn b<,v.;ling 
gr~ rn Sun City arc a huge 
draw W people from around (t e 
coqutry and mu.-niauonally. 

''"The ~ss grc•ens at Oak 
mont are the best Ip the t'Qlm 
try," Christle said. 

Coleman said ti1e board 
has to nulkc c1ilfictflt docisions 
aoout huw they :spend money. 
and he hopes to continue tu 
work with the lawn l>O\l, l t 
Jii\d a solution. 
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CARD AND LOT FEES 
RCSC raises rate for singles, others 
By Geno Lawrenz! 
Independent Newspapers 

Richard Paveglio is upset 
and he does not care who 
knows it. 

It bothers the Sun City 
resident that people who 
purchased their homes after 
Feb. 2. 2003, must pay high· 
er per lot assessment fees 
than those who lived in the 
community previously. 

In a leller co the Indepen
dent newspapers. Mr. Paveg
lio pointed out the following: 

• Under new rules, buy
ers will pay a mandatory 
annual per lot assessment 
of S300 on the purchase, 
acquisition or transfer of 
property. 

• As of Feb. 1. 2004, 
recreation card fees will be 
raised to S330 for singles 
and S 165 for all others. 

"This is an unfair fee (for 
s ingle owners) ." said Mr. 
Paveglio. "(It represents) an 
unfair double fee for singles 
and may be in violation of 
s ta te and federal unfair pric
ing laws. This fee definitely 
discriminates against s ingle 
owners, the majority of 
whom are women and can 
least afford higher rates." 

He claimed the fee sched
ule also violates Sun City 

Lawn bowling attracts as many women as it does men. 
Dorothy Hallas and Marge Vandergiessen show their style at 
Bell Lawn Bowl Club where they are members. Lessons are 
free at the Sun City Lawn Bowls Clubs. For more information, 
call 876-9141 or 933-5848. 

bylaws and cites Article 8 , 
Section 5, which states, "All 
members shall have equal 
rights ·and privileges and 
shall be subject to equal 
responsibilities ... 

If other property is or was 
owned within the past 12 
mo nths , excluding 
investors, the buyer will be 

"grandfathered in under the 
S 150 per person fee struc
ture." said Mr. Paveglio. who 
was self- employed pr1or to 
his retirement. 

Mr. Paveglio has pr1nted 
an information sheet for res-

See Fees - Page 7 R 
b{P 



Fees 
Continued From. Pag_e 1 
!dents who bought their 
homes after Feb. · 2, 2003, 
which urges them to go to the 
Sun City Recreation Center 
office at Lakeview Recreation 
Center and request a refund 
of S 150 on grounds the 
charge is unfair. · 

"The present fee schedule 
is unfair because it discrimi
nates against widows, widow
ers and all singles," he said. 
··This is the group with the 
h ighest medical costs, lowest 
income and the grou p who 
use the facilities the least." 

He noted as of Feb. 2, 
2003, two owners would pay 
$300 for a pair of recreation 

. car ds, while a single owner 
would pay $300 for one card. 
If a spouse dies. the survivor 
would become the s ingle 

owner and pay the double fee of directors. 
for one card. "We know how many lots 

He wants the recreation there are but we don't know 
board to write a new fee how many people," he added. 
schedule that is fair. "As for the charges of being 

If the board refuses, Mr. unfair, we grandfathered the 
Paveglio said he will urge resi- current residents into the 
den ts to band together as a new system of per lot. If there 
class and put up the money to was a single person living on 
hire an attorney. a lot, that per son continued 

He said residents can get a paying $ 150 a year at tha t 
list of new home buyers by time. This year, we raised the 
calling J ohn Wake at (480) . assessment to $330 per lot or 
596-3851, or tap in to the Web $165 per person if they were 
site a t homesalenews.com. under the old system. 

If all else fails, Mr. Paveglio "This protects the single 
said he will for m a citizens· person from having to pay a 
committee to elect a boar d of double fee. We feel it is a fair 
new directors who s upport way of assessing fees ... 
theold feeschedule. In 1961, the community 

The fee was changed from association charged $40 per 
a per person to a per lot basis 
on assessment so the corpo-
ration would have a better 
idea as to what the revenues 
would be, said Jim Kuchler, 
president of the RCSC board 

~. . , 

- . .. \ . ' .1,..,. ,,.. - . 
~•l..:J.:!. .... fi 

I° ' 

lot. A year later, it was 
changed to a per person basis 
and the per lot assessment 
remained that way until 1992 
with the dollar amount go ing 
up to meet rising costs. 

"To my knowledge, this is 
the first time anyone has 
challenged the legality of our 
fee process," said Mr. Kuch
ler, a retired U.S. Air Force 
Major. 

Photos by Geno Lawrenzi/lndependent Newspapers 

George Tucker lines up for a roll at the Bell Lawn Bowl Club. Like his fellow members, Mr. 
Tucker enjoys the fresh outdoor atrnosphere, th~ sociability and the cha!lenge of beating 
his fellow bowlers. As of Feb. 1', recreation card fees will be raised to $330 for slngles and 
$164 for all others. 
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LAWN BOWLING 

'I get teased a lot. Other players don't want to let an old lady beat them.' 
Vi Anderson, who turns 95 Saturday 

Oldest Sun City lawn bowler turns 95 Saturday 

W 
atch out for tha t old lady on the Sun 
City lawn bowling greens. 

Vi Anderson turns 95 on Saturday 
and the oldest lawn bowler in Sun City plans to 
continue beating up on her younger competition . 

"I get teased a lot." Anderson said . 
1
·other 

players don't want to let an old lady beat them." 
Anderson's lawn bowling victims shou ldn't feel 

too bad . She learned the game as a 10-year -old 
in Scotland. 

"I learned the game from my mother ," Ander
son recalled . "I used to sit a t the edge of the 
gr~en and watch. I told her I could do tha t and 
after she finished with her game one day. she let 
me try. 

"A couple of men challenged us to a match 
when they saw the two of us, bu t we beat them." 

A family tradition began that day near her 
childhood home outside of Glasgow. 

There have now been five generations of lawn 
bowlers in Anderson's family. including her two 
great-grandsons. who began rolling lawn bowls 
on their living-room carpet in California when 
they were I . 

Only her family's move lo the United Slates 

threatened to break the lawn
bowling string. 

Anderson was 16 when he r 
family moved to the United 
Sta tes in 1924. 

"We moved because of all 
the wars over in Europe and 
because there was more oppor
tunity over here," said Ander
son. a naturalized U.S. citizen . 

Unfortunately, there weren't 
many opportun ities to lawn bowl 
in Anderson's new country. 

RICH 
BOlAS 

She didn't play the sport 
again until 1985 when she d iscovered a lawn 
bowling club in Tacoma. Wash. 

"It was great and I picked up the sport just like 
I did when I was a little girl." Anderson said. 

Until that lime. Anderson had dedicated her
self .lo 10-pin bowling. accumulating more than 
60 trophies and once rolling a 278 game which 
featured 10 consecu tive strikes. 

''I've always been athletic ... she said. · t played 
basketball in high school and used lo ice skate." 

Family lies would play another key role in 

Anderson's decis ion lo move to Sun City in 200 l . 

·Anderson's daughter. Myra Wood, visited Sun 
City for a lawn bowling tournament in 1989. 

"I went back and told her it was a senior play
ground with walls." said Wood. who decided lo 
move to Sun City and then convinced her mom lo 
join her. 

Anderson usually bowls every day of the week. 
frequently with her daughter. 

And those great-grandchildren who learned to 
play the game as toddlers? 

They are now ages 10 and 12. 

''They can't wail to come oul here and bowl 
with my mom an d me in Arizona." Wood said. 
"Now they can beat us.·· 

Those youngsters might be in for a surprise 
when they go up against Anderson. 

As many opponents can a ltesl. tha t old lady 
has game. 

Rich Bolas is tile sports editor of the Daily 
News-Sun. He cw1 /Je reaclied at 876-252:J or via 
e-mail ell rbolas rPoztrib.com. 



V1 Anderson. 
right, of Sun 

City turns 95 
on Saturday. 

She frequently 
goes lawn 

bowling with 
her daughter, 
Myra Wood, 

who also lives 
in Sun City. 
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6 lawn bowlers head to U.S. Championships 
STAFF REPORT 

Six lawn bowlers from the Sun Cities 
· are slated to participate in the U.S. Cham

pionships, which will be played Sunday 
through Thursday in Walnut Creek. Calif. 

Annette Schans, Dora Stewart, Doris 
Leibbrandt, Tom Stirrat, Jack Behling 
and John Stewart will represent the 
South Central region at the na tional 
championships. 

They will be among 42 men and women 
who qualified by winning playdowns in 
their divisions. There will competition · in 
men's and women's pairs and singles. 
Seven rounds of lengthy round-robin 
games. with playoffs on Thursday, will 
determine the six champions for this year. 

A closer glance at the Sun Cities 
players: 

• Schans of Sun City will be competing 
in women's singles for the first time at the 
U.S. Cha mpionships. She has been a 
lawn bowler since 1995. 

• Stewart of Sun City has twice won 
the U.S. Women's Pair s. most recently 
with her current partner, Leibbrandt. 
Stewart is a member of Team USA. 

• Leibbrandt of Sun City West is mak
ing her third appearance in the U.S. 
Champions hips. Leibbrandt has bowled 
for Team USA for the past two years and 
is a representative on the U.S. Lawn 
Bowling Association's national council. 

• Stirrat of Sun City will be bowling in 
singles for the seventh time at the U.S. 

Cha mpionships. The retired contractor 
won singles in 1999 and finished second 
in 1994 and 1997. Stirrat participated on 
a triples team at the 1990 National Open 
which featured his father and son. 

e Behling of Sun City will be making 
his eighth appearance in the U.S. Cham
pionships. The retired Milwaukee fire
fighter will participate in pairs with Stew
art. Behling was named Bowler of of the 
1990s by the U.S. Lawn Bowls Association 
for his d ecad e of la wn bowling 
achievements. 

• Stewart of Sun City has bowled in 12 
previous U.S. Championships and won 
pairs twice. Stewart and Behling placed 
second in the national tournament last 
year. 



VF LAWN BOW LING 

SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT 

Uniforill attracts lawn bowler 
Gentle nature of game keeps him interested 
By Kenn Gorr 
Independent Newspapers 

Mr. Coulson said h e 
no ticed the white -clad 
bowlers scatler ed around the 
gr een at the Town Hall Lawn 
Bowl Club , while he and his 
wife, A lyce. were driving 
around looking for a home. 

"As soon as I saw them . I 
asked ·what that was." Mr. 
Coulson r ecalled . "The 
whites draw attention and get 
us mor e bowlers. That's what 
we want. They got my atten
tion ." 

m e off the m at, " the longtime 
c ivil servant said. 

Lawn bowlers earn po ints 
by rolling their bowls across 
a long, close-cut gr een (lawn) 
m easuring 120 feet across. 
The target l s a J ack (a sm all 
white b all) . The two b owls 
closes t to the ball earn 
points. 

Mr. Coulson rose r apidly 
through th e ranks, and 
earned the title Skip at the 
Bell Lawn Bow ls Club. 

September 4 , 2002 

L ike m any Sun City lawn 
bowler s . Bob Co ulson was 
s imply looking for something 
to do when he first p ick ed up 
the sport. Unlike m any o th
er s . however. Mr. Coulson 
d id not p ic k up the spor t 
because he heard it was fun . 
To be sure. he enjoys the 
sport. b u t the Corvette lover 
was attr ac ted to the s port 
beca use something caught 
his eye. 

That so m ething was the 
a ll-w hite uniforms l awn 
bowler s wear while they 're 
competing. 

Shor tly after a brief intro
duc tion lo the s port. in the 
form of a demons tration at 
the club, Mr. Coulson started 
to play the game r egularly. 

"They had trouble getting 

A Skip is an advan ced 
bowler, who acts as the cap
tain of two-, three-, or four
person teams. Lawn bowlers 

See Bowler - Page 3 

Photos by Kenn Gorr/Independent Newspapers 
Bob Coulson paints marks on the cement near the green at the 
Bell Lawn Bowls Club. The marks tell lawn bowlers where to 
line up before they bowl. The Sun City resident is a Skip (Cap
tain) at the club, but humbly classifies himself as an average 
bowler. 

Bowler 
Continued From Page 1 
can also com pete i n singles 
even ts. and can hold d iffer 
ent ranks at different cl ubs. 

D esp i te h is q u ick rise at 
til e □ell Lawn Bowls C lub . 
Cou lson considers h imself to 
lie an averae:e bowler. 

" I lrav<' a ~ood L1111e bow l -
111e; at any posit ion ... Cou lson 
said . "1'111 r ated ;i..., ii Skip. but 

1·m just an average bow ler. " 
Uow ler s s tart o u t as 

Leads. which is a pol itically 
correct term for a beginner. 
and can ad van ce to Vice 
.Sk ip . and finally Skip, after 
peer reviews between each 
level. 

Mr. Cou lson . wh o said 
people o ften ask h im if he is 
rc l,ited to the i nfamous 
ClruC'k Co lson . wh o rose to 
no toriety during l11'<· Watcr 
e:att· scc111da l tha t broue:ht 
clown tlw ad 111 i 11 1s tr;1 lion o f 

fo rmer Pres id ent Richa r d 
Nixon . said he enjoys bowling 
w i th h is wife. A nd he is no t 
r ela ted lo th e former Nixon 
staffer who d id time in prison 
fo r his role in Walcr~ate. 

"She's a natural."M r. Coul
son said o f h is wife w ith a 
smile. "A lot of the fellas wer e 
teasing m e that I had better 
wa tch out." 

Mr. Cou lson sa id heal l lr 
p r oblems have li111i tccl the 
c·c>t1plt·s play111g li111c over t It(' 
p;is t year. but he 11 iC''i to e:t' t 

on the gI-ecn at least twice a 
week. whi le his wife contin
ues to recover from an 
assortmenl of ailmen ts . 

" I can 't bowl as much as I 
used to because I have arthr i
tis ancl bad k nees. b u t I look 
forward to il." Mr. Cou lson 
said . "One o f the great th ings 
about th is game is befor e 
eve ry ga,ne. everyone s hakes 
lia11cls. T h (' 11 yc;u co I11 pcte . 
; 111d ;il terwa rds. \'CH I s lrakt' 
It.ind!-> ag,1 II1. . 

"Tlt;1t .id <ls to tlr t' e:aI11e ... 
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SC lawn bowlers favor consolidation plan 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

A suggestion to consolidate 
lawn bowling activities at ooe 
recreation center won the over
whelming endorsement of Sun 
City lawn bowlers last week. 

An opinion poll conducted 
March 26 at Lakeview 
Recreation Center revealed that 
lawn bowlers favored the move 
by a 210-62 count , according to 
Jerry Cobb. president of the Bell 
Lawn Bowls Club, the largest of 
the com munity's five cl ubs, 
with 300 members. 
Approximately 500 Sun Citians 
participate in lawn bowling. 

Currently the five lawn 
bowling clubs play on seven 
greens - two each at Bell and 
Lakeview and one each at 
Fairway, Mountain View and 
Oakmont. A plan is being stud
ied by RCSC management that 
would consolidate all the greens 
at Bell, creating an unprecedent-

ed lawn bowling complex. 
The proposal would close the 

greens at al l the recreation cen
ters with the exception of Be ll , 
where fou r greens would be 
added, bringing the total num
ber of greens at the facility to 
six. The two existing greens 
would be upgraded. 

·'They have to know our 
interest level before proceed
ing." Mr. Cobb said. " Bell is the 
only place they could put in a 
total of six greens." 

" It presents a national pres
ence that does not ex ist any
where in the United States or the 
world," said RCSC General 
Manager Earl Feierabend of the 
suggested consolidation. 

··1t offers the community a 
complex that would attract 
homeowners," opined J im 
Jones, president of the Sun City 
Lawn Bowls Clubs. " It would 
be one of the finest lawn bowl
ing facilities in the Uni ted 
States." 

Not only would consol idation. 
bring recognition to Sun City, it 
would result in reduced mainte
nance costs for the greens, 
according to Mr. Feierabend. 

·'Maintenance of the greens is 
very important," Mr. Cobb said. 
"When the greens are nice, peo
ple enjoy it and want to play. 

" I think th is is very favor
able," Mr. Cobb added. 

The opinion pol l results were 
greeted enthusiastically by Mr. 
Cobb., 

·' It opens opportunities," he 
said. " It gives Sun City some 
newness. We are in favor of it 
and hope it happens. 

·'We would like to see Sun 
City renewed," he added. "Earl 
(Feieraband) is a very progres
sive man." 

The suggested lawn bowling 
consolidation would be done in 
conjunction with the develop
melll of a tennis complex, likely 
at Marinette Recreation Center. 

"There are currently four 

courts at Marincue,.. :--tr. 
Feierabend said. ···we would he 
able to expand that to eight out
door court~ and four indoor 
courts . 

Six or the eight tcnni, cou rt , 
al Bell would ~ha\e to h1.' 1·1.·

moved to make way fur 1 \\ o or 
the new lawn bowling Qrecn~. Thc 
other two green~ Wl~uld di~place 
40 , paces in the pari-.ing 10 1. 

"This is a project under con
sideration ,·· ~aid Jerr\ S\, in1d... 
RCSC board pre,1d1..-nt. "There 
needs to be lot or stud\ before 
the hoard deci,k~ to ui1ckrta"- 1.· 
the project. We w, to get , omc 
input from the puhlic a, \\ <:! do 
things." 

Funding for the lawn b O\\ linl! 
and tenni, co111ple,e, \\ ou l~I 
come fro111 the Capital Prl.!~er
vation, Mr. Swintek noted. 

If plans proceed. the project> 
would be undertaken in 2003 or 
2004. Mr. Feierabcnd ~aid. 

No cost estimates ha\ e h1.·e11 
developed for the projcu,. 
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RCSC mulls tennis, 
lawn-bowling solutions 
OPERATIONS 
MANAGER: Plan 
wou ld expand , 
update facilities 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City's tennis a nd 
lawnbowling facilities likely 
wi ll undergo some shifting 
and expanding in the next 
two years. 

In an effort to expand and 
upg ra d e ex is ti ng law n 
bowling and tennis facili ties. 
centers Opera tions Manager 
Earl Feierabend has proposed 
moving and expanding the 
tennis courts at Marinette 
Recreation Center Lo eight 
cou rts. wit h four be ing 
indoors. Also upgraded al the 
cen ter would be locker rooms 
and facilities to accommodate 
the expansion. 

Feirabencl presented the 
proposal a t T h u rsday·s 

Recreation Centers of Sun 
City boar.ct of directors meet
ing, which also included a 
presentation from · the board 
treasurer about the RCSC's 
co ntinuin g finan c i a l 
problems. 

The proposal for tennis 
came on the heels of the· 
lawn-bowling clubs as king 
the RCSC to upgrade exis ting 
bowling lawns . Under the 
proposal, a ll lawn bowling 
would be moved to Bell Rec
reation Center. and six of the 
e igh t tennis courts there 
would be eliminated to make 
room for bowling. 

"There are many advan
tages to doing this," Feiera
bend said. "All of it can be 
done if a lot of deta ils a re 
worked out." 

Other than the initial plan
ning mentioned at the meet
ing. specific details . such as 
costs, h ave n ot b ee n 
determined. 

See Proiects to. A6 

VF IAWN BOWLING 

From A1 

"If a ll of the details get 
worked out, we are looking to 
budget the projects for either 
2003 or 2004," Feierabend 
said. "Once budgeted , the 
proj ects would begin in tha t 
same year ... 

RCSC Pres ide nt Je rry 
Swinlek said the money for 
the expansions and u pgrades 
would come from the commu
n ity's Capita l Preserva tion 
Fund, which is accumula ted 
from a one-time fee charged 
new-home buyers in Sun 
City. 

"This money would not 
come from the annual fees: 
Swinlek said. "Tha t's why we 
have a Capital Fund, to make 
these projects a reality. These 
projects are to make Sun City 
not only be the fi rs t Sun City. 
bu t a lso the best Sun City." 

The sole motion al Thurs
day's meeting a lso centered 
on the Capita l Preserva tion 
Fund . The motion was to 
upgrade the wording of the 
board policy that ins tituted 
the fee, closing some of the 
loopholes and specifying what 
types of dwellings a re subject 
to the fee. 

"What the motion does is 
define the various types of 
ownership." said Director 
James Frederick. who made 
the motion. "IL closes some of 
the loopholes. because in the 
past there· were a few people 
who didn't have to pay lh e ree 
because of the loopholes ... 

The motion passed unani
mously, with r rederick. Bev
erly Davis. Bud Hantke, Dor
othy Hirtzel. Art Little. Tom 
Whis ton and Gene Zylstra 
voting in favor of it. 

The I 00 or so residents in 
a ttendance at the meeting did 
not compla in about the 
motion. but expressed con
cern that the loopholes did 
create a problem. Frederick 
said all the loopholes have 
been closed . including the 
one that deal t with invest
ment properties being omit
ted from th e earlier version of 
the policy. 

The RCSC will hold two 
study sessions in Apri l. An 
infonnal session is scheduled 
for 9 a.m. Monday in Social 
Hall 3 in Lakeview Recreation 
Center. 105th Avenue and 
Thunderbi rd Boulevard. A 
fo rma l stu dy session is 
scheduled for 9 a.m. April 15 
in the board room on the 
upper level of Lakeview. 
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SuN CITY Is ROLLING 
SC lawn bowl clubs offer play, instruction and tournaments 
By JEREMY PEARLMAN 
Independent Newspapers 

Opportunities abound for Sun 
Citians interested in lawn bowling. 

Not only does the sport offer a 
chance to wear a nifty, all-white 
outfit, but with five different char
tered c lubs playing o n the 
Lakev iew, Bell. Oakmont and 
Fairway Mountainv icw greens, 
lawn bowling offers residents the 
opportunity to socialize with some 
500 other fellow bowlers and com
pete on a dai ly basis, all without 
necessitating the need to purchase a 
vehicle or clubs such as another 
popular sport offered in Sun City. 

Peggy Corrado, bowler and pub
lic ist for the booster organization of 
the five different chartered clubs, is 
a major supporter of the sport in the 
community. 

•·w e have some of the best greens 
in the country;· Mrs. Corrado said. 
"We have had some Canadians 
come bowl on our greens and then 
buy homes down here." 

Lawn bowling. ~implified, is .a 
sport in which bowlers spin a spher
ical bowl in attempts 10 roll closest 
to a smalle r ball. called a jack. 

The game is played on a grass 
playing field, .called a green, which 
is divided into rinks. The green 
length can vary. 

While there are variations in the 
number of bowlers who play at the 
same time, it is not a requirement to 
have a designated partner or a 
spouse to play at the Sun City 
greens. 

"You don't need a partner to play 
th is game,'' Mrs. Corrado said. 
"You can j ust show up." 

For those individuals with a com
petitive spirit, the clubs offer all 
kinds of tournaments throughout 
the year, some just local and others 

open to anyone. 
The five clubs do have a few 

requirements for players. Bowlers 
have to wear a traditional all-white 
outfit. While no T-shirts are allowed 
to be worn, white shorts can be. 

Flat botto m shoes are also 
required for a ll bowlers in order to 
protect the greens. 

The five clubs are open to all Sun 
Citians. Playing on Monday at the 
Lakeview greens, the Sun City 
Lawn Bowling Club allows anyone 

from surrounding communities to 
play who are members of the U.S. 
Lawn Bowling Association. 

Residents can become members 
of any or all of the five clubs. 

The booster organization offers 
year-round classes and instruction 

. o n how to play the game. 
Over the summer some members 

have even offered some one-on-o ne 
teaching. 

The lawn bowling regular season 
and hours begin in October. 

There are three c lubs offering 
morning and evening play on vari
ous days. 

For summer instruc tion informa
tion and all other information, call 
Jerry Cobb at 583-0689. 

Summer heat does not deter lawn 
bowler Jim Bair, a member of the 
Bell Lawn Bowling Club. He and his 
lawn bowling buddies hit the greens 
early each Wednesday morning to 
beta the heat 



Photos by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

Peggy Salisbury picks up the jack, under the watchful eye of Bill Goforth, after checking scoring during a lawn bowl
ing contest at Bell Recreation Center greens. The duo are members of the Bell Lawn Bowling Club. which continues 
to pursue its passion, despite the summer heat. 
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U.S. lay,n 
bowlers 
train in 

I 

Sun City Cy 
By Jim Gintqnio 

The Arizona Republic 

The United States women's 
international lawn bowling 

, team will practice at the Bell 
Recreation Center- on Satur
day and Sunday as it pre
pares for a major summer 
tour to compete against the 
best teams in the world. 

The 10-woman team in
cludes two players from Sun 
City, Doris Stewart and Doris 
Leibrant, and the manager, 

' Roberta Lane, is from Sun 
City West. Practice sessions 
are scheduled from 8 a.m. to 
noon, and later in the day the 
players will compete against 
invited participants in game 
situations. 

The center is at 99th Av
enue and Bell Road. 

The team will play in South 
Africa on May 17-19, go to 
Canada in August, and then 
conclude its jaunt at a later 
date in Australia. There are 
three events in the tourna
ments, with 10-player teams 
in Mono-eal, and five to a side 
in the other two tournaments. 
About 20 teams from around 
the world will compete. 
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"I think we have a chance 
of medaling," said coach 
Peter Fish, who recently won 
a divisional singles cham
pionship. "But other coun
tries are way ahead of us in 
terms of public facilities. 
When you look at our situa
tion, all of our facilities are in 
retirement centers." 

Fish, who began lawn bowl
ing as a youngster in Eng
land, lives in Peoria. He said 
that during this training 
weekend he will try to take 
the team to a more-advanced 
level, to have them do and 
think about things that nor
mally aren't associated with 
local events, such as different 
international rules, games
manship, psychology and 
building up stamina to play in 
events that can last as long as 
10 days. 

There are no age restric
tions on the teams. Some 
countries will have teenagers, 
while the U.S. team ranges in 
age from 34 to 60. 
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Lawn bowling champ . 
:.ised to laugh at game 

By Jim Gintonio 
The Arizona Republic 

In the 1980s, Jack Behling 
;ed to ride his bicycle past 
wn bowlers in Milwaukee 
1d just shake his head. Why, 

wondered, would anybody 
this. 

Goaded into trying the 
'.lrt, he discovered he had a 
ack. And as if it were 
·ipted, he recently was 
med the National Lawn· 
wler of the Decade (1990s). 
3ehling, 60, spent 34 years 
the Milwaukee Fire De

-tment and moved to Sun 
y in 1998. He was awarded 

honor, presented for the 
rd time, for being a part of 
1r national championship 
ms. 

"It's one of those things 
that you don't even think 
about because it happens only 
once every 10 years," he said. 
"The national organization 
has a historian who keeps 
track of people's wins and 
points. 

"You don't set out to ac
complish something like this. 
It's just one of the things that 
happens when you win tour
naments." 

His selection increases his 
chances of someday being 
voted into the Lawn Bowling 
Hall of Fame. 

He almost missed his big 
moment at the awards cere
mony in Irvine, Calif. There 
was no advance word, and he 
had to be talked into going to 
the opening festivities. While 

The balls used in lawn bowl· 
ing are smaller than those 
used in the conventional alley 
sport. 

he and his wife, Donna, were 
standing at the back of the 
room, the names of the Bowl
er of the Year runners-up 
were being announced, and 
he was surprised that he 
didn't hear his name. 

"Then when they got to 
who was number one, my 
mouth almost hit the floor," 
he said. "Everybody was 
dressed real nice, and I just 
had on a pair of cutoff jeans 
and a T-shirt, and I had to go 
up there to accept the award. 

"I told them that they could 
see that I really expected to 
get it." 

He would have been the 
most surprised person of all 
had someone told him before 
he threw his first ball in 1980 
that lawn bowling would be
come his passion. 

"My wife and I and our 
three boys would go for bike 
rides through the park, and 
we'd see these funny people 
in white playing this dumb 
game," he said. "This went on 
for a year. We'd ride and then 

Photos by Russell Gates/The Anzona Republ!r 

Named National Lawn Bowler of the Decade (1990s), Jack 
Behling, 60, has a chance at the Lawn Bowling Hall of Fame. 

stop to watch. The following 
spring, one man there said 
they had watched me laugh at 
them enough, now get out 
here and try it, and I fell in 
love with it immediately." 

He said that the game is 
more competitive in / rizona 
than it is in the rv._,~west 

because of the speed of the 
greens and that many of the 
country's better players have 
now settled in the Sun Cities 
area. 

Reach the reporter at 
jim.gintonl..,@arizona 

republic.com or (602) 444.:8380....--------•■ 
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SC man receives= 
national award 
RICH BOLAS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Jack Behling had no inten
tions to attend the pretouma-

LAWN 
BOWLING 

ment festivities 
at the Men's 
National Open 
in California last 
month. 

His wife, Don
na, didn't feel well, and Behling 
knew he would be able to social
ize with his fellow competitors at 
the upcoming lawn bowling 
tuumamt:nt. 

At his wife's urging, Behling 
decided to drop In to the banquet 
at the last minute. 

Good U1lng. 
The American Lawn Bowling 

Association made Behling Its 
guest of honor that night, select
Ing the Sun Cltlan as· the 
national organization's bowler of 
the decade for the 1990s. 

"I was just standing in the 
back of the room with a pair of 
Jeans and a ratty T-shirt," said 
the 60-year-old Behling. • All of a 
sudden, they're calling my name 
as the lawn bowler of the decade 
and my Jaw just dropped to the 
floor." 

Behling received the decade 
honor based on points awarded 
for lawn bowling wins. He was 
Just the third lawn bowler to 
receive such a distinction and the 
first to come from Arizona. 

The retired Milwaukee fire
fighter has accumulated plenty of 
wins on the lawn bowls greens 
since being introduced to the 
sport in 1980. Those . victories 
include two national pairs UUes 
as well as a national triples title 
in 1996. 

· 1 knew that I won some 

events, but it wasn't like I was 
keeping track," said Behling. who 
moved to Sun City In 1998. 
'There is a lawn bowling histo
rian who keeps track of t,hat 
stulT." 

Behling may have never begun 
lawn bowling if It hadn't been for 
bicycle trips to a park near his 
Milwaukee home. , 

"My wife and I and our three 
children would ride our bikes to 
this park and we'd always see 
these silly people dressed If\ 
white and didn't know what was 
going on,· Behling said. 

"The next spring we rode past 
them again and they asked if we 
wanted to stop watching and 
start playing." 

Behling quickly donned the 
white apparel worn by lawn 
bowlers and found the sport to be 
a respite from the stressful job as 
a firefighter. . · 

"It was a way to relax, espe
cially on those days when I was 
ticked olT, • he said. · 

Behling has always been 
involved in athletics and still 
plays first base and pitches for 
Florencia Pizza in the St111 Cities 
Senior Softball League. 

That athletic background has 
helped him succeed In lawn 
bowling. 

"There's a lot of hand-eye coor
dination , more than people 
think," Behling said. "I probably 
Improved by 75 percent where I 
was when I started playing. 

"I used to think this was a 
run-and-gun game. but now I 
know you have to out-think 
opponents." 

John Stewart said Behling's 
hunger to succeed plays a major 
role in his success. 

• A lot of bowlers are afraid to 
succeed," said Stewart, who has 
been Behling's partner on several 
vlctoriouspairs · teams. "Jack has 
the desire to succeed." 
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The American Lawn Bowls Association selected Jack Behling of Sun City as its national lawn 
bowler of the decade during the Men's National Open in California last month. 

I 
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Pair are residents of Sun City 

Pat Shannahan/Special for The Republic 

Dora Stewart and Tom Stirrat, both of Sun City, are world-class lawn bowlers. 

Lawn bowlers 
qualify for worlds 

13y Jim Gintunio 
The Arizona Republic 

For three generations, the 
Stirrat family of Pennsylvania 
has been rolling with the flow. 

Lawn bowling has taken the 
family to numerous national 
and international tournaments, 
and Tom Stirrat, now living in 
Sun City, is preparing for one 
of the biggest meets in his 
career. He'll be part of an 
American team competing 
April 1-16 in the World Cham
pionships in South Africa. 

He won't be the only Sun 
Citian going for the gold. In 
the women's division, Dora 
Stewart will be a member of 
the U.S. team competing in the 
World Championships in 
Moama, Australia, from 
Wednesday through March 26. 
Both are members of the Sun 
City Bowl Club of Arizona. 

The game may look easy -
after all, how hard could it be 
to roll a ball on the ground? -
but it takes a deft touch to 
excel. The object is to get the 
ball, or bowl, as close to the 
white ball, or jack, as possible. 

"A game can be determined 
by a matter of a half-inch or 
quarter-inch," said Stirrat, a 
former electrical and plumb
ing contractor who used to 

--,,-
Until someone tries 
it (lawn bowling), 
he probably looks 
at it as boring. But 

when you're out 
there trying to 
place the bowl 

where you want it, 
that takes a lot of 

skill. It's very 
challenging. 

Tom Stirrat 
Competitive lawn bowler 

----- ■-----

build his own greens in 
Pennsylvania. "In the world 
tournament, it will be like a 
chess game." 

Although most Americans 
probably never would con
sider lawn bowling a sport, it's 
a highly competitive event in 
many parts of the world. 
That's a big reason why the 
U.S. teams are usually at a 
disadvantage in major interna
tional meets. 

In the South African tourna
ment in Johannesburg, for ex
ample, the stadium will be 
filled with about 10,000 people, 
and millions more will watch 
on television. 

"There aren't many public 
greens in this country, so the 
average person has · no ac
cess," Stirrat said. "And until 
someone tries it, he probably 
looks at it as boring. But when 
you're out there trying to 
place the bowl where you want 
it, that takes a lot of skill. It's 
very chaJlenging." 

Stewart has been been lawn 
bowling since 1974, when she 
took up the sport in Cleveland. 
She moved to Ohio from Scot
land in 1968. 

Even after a quarter-cen
tury of play, she's not satis
fied. 

"I'm still learning," said 
Stewart, who has played all 
over the world and was part of 
a winning pairs team in 1977. 
"You have to roll a lot of 
games, so you do have to be 
physically fit. 

"Age isn't so much of a 
factor. It's more mental." 

In Sun City, lawn bowling 
has become an integral part of 
the recreation culture. About 
400 residents are involved in 
league play. 
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Lawn bowling 
'addiction' grows 

By Jim McCunly 
Special for The Republic 

When Jerry Cobb moved to 
Sun City from Minnesota a year 
ago, he had no idea there wali 
such a thing as bowling on grass. 

Who ever heard of such a 
preposterous idea? 

It may seem strange, but the 
400 or so Sun City residents who 
have embraced the game cer
tainly don't think .they're nuts. In 
fact, they think people who 
haven't tried it are crazy. 

"Before I came to Sun City, I'd 
never seen the game," Cobb said. 
"I totally fell in love with it. If 
you've never played the sport, 
you're really missing out. If you 
play it for a week, you're hooked. 
It's almost addicting." 

Lawn bowling originated in 
Egypt more than 2,000 years ago. 
However, its roots are traced 
mainly to the British, where it 
was developed. It's a sport of 
distinction, where it is better to 
be proper than self-promoting 
and where participants are re
ferred to as "ladies" and "gentle
men" and dress all in white. 
Respectable behavior with com
mon courtesy and good sports
manship are required. 

The object is to roll weighted 
bowls as close as possible to 
white balls, called jacks, without 
going out of bounds. 

Sixteen ends constitute a 
game, with each trip down the 
rink serving as one end. In 
essence, there are eight trips 
back and forth to the white jacks. 

An executive bowling program 
was designed to shorten the 
game to 10 to 12 ends for the 
older participants. 

Participants will perform 
Thursday when Sun City's Fair
way Recreation Center hosts the 
Can-Am 'Iburnament, featuring 
more than 140 bowlers from Sun 
City. Fairway Greens and Moun
tain View Greens, located within 
a few blocks of one another on 
Peoria and 107th avenues, are 
two of the nicer rinks around. 

That's why so many Canadians, 
who take the game seriously in 
their country, migrate to Sun City 
each winter. For the record, the 
Canadians have owned the 
Americans in this tournament, 
which is more than 10 years old. 
After winning last year, the Cana
dians believe the title is theirs to 
lose again. 

"Yeah, I think so," said the 
Canadian team's captain, Pat 
Harrison said. "I'll whip that 
team into shape." 

When Can-Am Tournament co
chairman Bob Coulson moved to 
Sun City two years ago after 
living in Chandler since the 
1950s, he was looking for prop
erty when he saw people in 
all-white clothes rolling oblong 
objects along the plentiful green 
grass. 

"That will be the day I wear 
those," Coulson said to himself 
after being intrigued enough by 
the game to try it out. "No, I 
don't think I want t9 be an ice 
cream salesperson. But I've got a 
closet full, and I wear it every 
day. It's an old tradition, and I 

hope it's a tradition that stays." 
Harrison, of White Rock, Brit

ish Columbia, notes there is some 
leniency nowadays that allows 
colors other than white if a team 
wears it collectively. 

Even so, Sun City is quickly 
making the game part of its 
tradition. The retirees enjoy the 
camaraderie and challenge the 
game offers. 

"It's not like rolling marbles," 
Cobb said. "It's really a calculat
ing game." 

Those who have played the Sun 
City courses know that the 
greens in the area are some of 
the nicest you'll find. 

"It's mainly the lawn bowling 
that I came for," said Harrison, 
who's been in Sun City for five 
years. 

Sometimes the Canadians actu
ally have to borrow a few Ameri
cans to give them a full squad, 
but it's rumored that the Ameri
cans don't mind defecting to the 
northern country team. 

"You said it, not me," Harrison 
said. 

Sometimes onlookers stare at 
the people in all-white suits 
rolling weird objects along the 
grass. 

"Quite a few come up and ask 
a lot of questions," Harrison said. 

More than anything, it's the 
sportsmanship the game creates 
that many players welcome most. 

"Courtesy really makes for a 
much more pleasant atmos
phere," Harrison said. "The eti
quette and courtesy just makes 
anything more pleasant." 

CJJe r 
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Dressed in traditional white, Dora Stewart and Tom Stirrat of Sun City let loose of the bowls during a re· 
cent practice. Lawn bowling requires skill as well as manners - good sportsmanship is part of the game. 
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On the 
lawn 

The Bell Lawn Bowl Club of Sun City hits the 
greens three days a week at Bell Recreation Center. 
Frank Keener. said that the "bowl" is not round like a 
ball, therefore it rolls differently. He and most of the 
members wear white based on tradition. 

For information. call Earl Buchanan at 876-2090. 
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Local lawn bowlers to represent USA 
Locals travel to Australia arid Johannesburg, South Africa 
By MIKE RUSSO 
_Independent Newspapers 

Sun Citians Dora Steward and 
Tom Stirrat have been honored as 
selectees for Team USA in the 2000 
World Bowls Championship which 
will be contested in Apri l. 

T he 24-team men '.s lawn bowl
ing championship wi ll be contested 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
while 34 women's team will com
pete in Austral ia. • 

A lthough lawn bowling is not 
well known in many parts of the 
country, the Sun Cities are a 
hotbed . 

Bel ieved to have been originated 
in Egypt about 2000 years ago, the 
game was reportedly introduced to 
North America by British explorer 
Sir Francis Drake. 

The game remains very popular 
today in Great Britain and Canada, 
as well as pockets of the United 
States, such as the Sun Cities. T he 
Sun City Lawn Bowl ing 
Association has more than 400 
members. 

The object of the game is to get 
as many of your team's balls nearer 
to the small , white target ball , 

Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

Dora Steward, left, and Tom Stirrat, right, both lawn bowlers of Sun City, 
have been selected to compete on Team USA in the 2000 World Bowls 
Championship this April. Ms. Steward will be heading to Australia to com
pete with the women's team while Mr. Stirrat will leave for Johannesburg, 
South Africa to compete with the men. Both are confident they will return as 
world champions. 

called a "Jack," than your oppo
nents. 

Regulation games consist of I 6 
ends, or turns up and down the 
grass court. 

Sti rrat, who began !_awn bowling 
as a tyke, is the reigning U.S. sin
gles champion. A third generation 
bowler, he has competed as a 

member of Team USA for the past 
six or seven years. He began com
petitive lawn bowling during the 
1980s. 

Steward started bowling in 1974 
whi le liv ing in Ohio. She was 
member of the initial US ladies 
team champions in 1977. 

Both Sun C it ians represented 

their country in the Asian Pacific 
Championship in Malaysia and in 
the North American Challenge, a 
showdown featuring the best lawn 
bowlers in Canada and the United 
States, last September. The North 
American C hallenge was held in 
Victoria, British Columbia. 

The US team defeated its 
Canadian counterparts to capture the 
cup and acquitted itself well. enough 
in the Asian Pacific Championship 
to secure a World Bowls berth. 

The Sun City duo are looking for
ward to meeting the world's top 
lawn bowlers in their respective 
tourneys. 

Mr. Stirrat will depart for South 
Africa in late March to prepare for 
competition that runs April 1-16. 

The winners have to survive a 
dema~ding schedule, he noted. "We 
may have to bowl a_s many as thre_e 
games a day, every day," Mr. Stirrat 
said. 

Ms. Steward will also leave for 
Australia in late March for her date 
with destiny. . 

Both are confident that the 
American teams can come back as 
world champions. 
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Going 
for gold 
Sun City 
resident on 
U.S. lawn 
bowling 
squad 
MARC BUCKHOUT 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

When the U.S. lawn bowling team 
heads to South Africa for lhe World 
Bowls in April. Sun City's very own Tom 
Stirrat will represent Arizona and the 
United States In the 24 team 
competition. 

The five-man team. which will look to 
improve on a 20lh place finish four years 
ago, Is led by team manager Gil 
Stephan, also a local resident. 

"The level of competition is exlremely 
high. The foreign players have bowled all 
their lives, .. Stephan said. "The event is 
the equivalent of the Olympics. There 
.will be stadiums packed with 5,000 peo
ple watching and It Is a televised event 
over there." 

Stirrat, who earlier lhis year won lhe 
U.S. National Championship In singles 
competition in California, grew up with 
the game and has been competing in 
tournaments since 1985. 

"Basically it's a game of chess from 
120 feet away," he said. "I love the 
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Tom Stirrat will represent the United States in April at the World Bowls in Africa, a 
24-team lawn bowling tournament. 

challenge of trying to get better. It isn't a 
game of physical strength. it takes skill. 
It's also a mental challenge. You're trying 
to out think the person you're bowling 
against." 

The U.S. team, including Stirrat. qual
ified for the World Bowls by finishing 
sevenlh in Malaysia in September. 

The game. which lakes great touch 

and strategy, has been part of the Stirrat 
family for four generations. 

"He's an excellent player." Stephan 
said of Slirral. "He's works very hard on 
his game and is a very smart player." 

Stirrat explained that while it \\'a" 

See SC man, C3 
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Sun City resident Tom Stirrat will be one of five U.S. players competing at the World Bowls tournament in 
Africa. The April event is equivalent to the Olympics for lawn bowling. 

SC man is lawn bowling 
national . champion 
from C1 

great to win ·the U.S. Champion
ship. and that he has enjoyed the 
international competition. one of 
his most memorable moments 
was competing In the U.S. 
Nationals in 1990 when he 
bowled with both his dad and his 
son. 

"There were three generations 
of Slirral's competing together." 
he rememl;>ered. "It really doesn't 
gel any belter than that." 

Stirrat works on his game 
seven days a week In Sun City. 

While he loves competing. he 
explained that much of the enjoy
ment ts the interaction with other 
compeUlors. staling that he has 
developed friendships all over the 
world. 

Slirrat ·plans on participating 
in two local tournaments held in 
January while preparing for the 
trip lo South Africa. · 

"It's golng to be tough. In a lol 
of those cpunlries bowling· Is all 
they do. England and Australia 
will be favored . We're going to do 
well though. We want to win lhe 
gold. That's_ every team's goal. 

but if we can place high we'll be 
happy." Stirral explained. 

Stephan said that while their 
Is some added pressure compet

· Ing with all the spectators In for
eign competitions. the real pres
sure comes from elsewhere. 

"The pressure comes from 
within to do your best." the U.S. 
manager said. "This is top notch 
competition. Any time you partic
ipate in a competition you want 
to win no maller what it is. It will 
take a little luck and some good 
execution. but I think we·ll do 
wen.· 

--------------- -- - - --------------------
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.:velyn Keener, left, and Charlotte 
:,'Keefe will head to South Africa 
,ter this month. 

DailyNews:Sun Tuesday, Morch 9, 1999 

Roll models 
Sun City women prepare for lawn bowls tourney in South Africa 
By JEFF OWENS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Charlotte O'Keefe and Evelyn 
Keener aren't just champions in 
their sport. 
They're Sun City's 
premier champ
ions of their sport 

Lawn 
bowling 

- lawn bowling. -------
Keener and O'Keefe are headed 

for Capetown, South Africa, later this 
month to bowl over the crowds at the 
1999 Atlantic Rim Garnes. , 

O'Keefe is the manager of the five
member U.S. team, . which includes 
Keener. Both have earned scores of 
awards in their 10 years of inter
national competition - the travels of 
their game have taken them to 
Wales, South Africa and Malaysia. 

Both women want to change the 
im~ge of their beloved sport, a staple 

of Sun Cities sporting life that re
mains little lmown in the rest of the 
Valley. 

"People think it's an old person's 
game," O'Keefe said. "It's not" 

She said she gets chided at her 
country club by people who equate 
the sport with a foot in the grave. 

"They say, 'Oh, you're in that old 
ladies crowd."' 

Keener bristles at the thought, too. 
"It's a misperception," she added, 
the look on her face saying more 
than her words. 

Both would like to see the in
coming generation of younger Sun 
Citians join the game - it's the late 
40s and early 50s bowlers they'd like 
to get into the Sun City Lawn Bowls 
Club. 

Both women said lawn bowling's 
international reputation is somewhat 

akin to that of big-time NFL action 
here in the United States. 

La•. n bowling in South Africa? 
"It'd ue like a football game here," 
O'Keefe said with a laugh. 

O'Keefe and Keener love the game, 
but are serious about competition. 

"The people we'll be bowling 
against have been doing it since they 
were in grade school," O'Keefe said. 
"We didn't start until we were re
tired." 

As in the Olympics, bowlers at the 
Atlantic Rim Games will vie ro·r gold, 
silver and bronze me dals. The 
games, from March 21 to March 28, 
include teams from the United 
States, .Canada, Argentina, England, 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Israel, 
Spain, South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
N am_ibia and the Netherlands. 
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Sun Cities lawn bowlers score victory in Canada 
Sy DAVID R. BECK 
Staff writer 

When Tom Stirrat competes in a 
lawn bowling tournament, chances 
are he has a sizable advantage in 
experience over - ---- - -
m o s t c o m- Lawn bowling 
petitors. 

Stirrat, a seven-year Sun City 
resident, is a third generation lawn 
bowler and even had his own cus
tom-built bowling green at his 
Pennsylvania home. 

Three weeks ago, Stirrat and 
Gordon Shieck of Sun City West 
went undefeated in doubles play at 
the Can-Am West Classic in Ed
monton, Alberta. 

Stirrat lost just one match in 
singles action to tie three Can
adians for individual honors , 
though medals were awarded only· 
to the top overall team. 

It was the first time Stirrat, an 
Athens, Pa., native and Shieck, who 
hails from Grand Blanc, Mich., had 
bowled together. Both men said 
they quickly developed a feel for 
each other's game. 

"He's a great dra_w bowler," Stir
rat said of Shieck. "He can place 
the ball really well and he's ac-

curate. He's very conscientious and 
meticulous." 

Shieck, who didn't take up lawn 
bowling until moving to the Valley 
three years ago, was more succinct 
in a~sessing Stirrat's game. 

"He's a great strategist," Shieck 
said. "We think alike." 

Stirrat, 61 and a retired building 
contractor, learned the game from 
his parents, who emigrated from 
Scotland to Athens, near the Penn
sylvania-New York border. 

He calls a 1989 tournament in 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. his most mem
orable because three Tom Stirrats 
competed together, including his 
father and son. 

"I'm so serious that back in 
Pennyslvania, I had no place to 
practice bowling and I built my 
own bowling green in my back 
yard," said Stirrat, who is am
bidextrous. " I'd bowl with my left 
hand against my right hand just to 
practice." · 

Some 40 years ago, Stirrat, a 
former 200 bowler, played rugby 
professionally in Bermuda for 1½ 
years. Not wanting to show up any 
of his rivals, Stirrat won't say how 

long he's been competing in lawn 
bowling. 

Shieck, 62, will quickly te ll you 
he is a relative newcomer to the 
game, and how he rapidly became 
enamored by lawn bowling. 

"I found that it was a very com
petitive sport to get into and very 
challenging," said Shieck, a retired 
tool and die maker. "When I came 
out here I thought I'd be playing 
more golf," but now it's my second
ary sport." 

Both Shieck and Stirrat said a 
lawn bowling tandem is only as 
good its cohesiveness. 

"To bowl as a team, you have to 
know the strengths and weaknesses 
of your team members and oppo
nents," Stirrat said. "You have to 
kind of read each other's mind 
without saying much. 

"Lawn bowling is a game of ac
curacy, like chess. So I'll position 
the pawn (ball) in strategic spots." 

Stirrat is preparing for the U.S. 
Lawn Bowling Championships, set 
for Sept. 13 in Buck Hill Falls, Pa., 
and the duo will compete together 
at the U.S. Open in October at An
aheim, Calif. 



Steve Chemek/Doily News-Sun 

Tom Stirrat, left, of Sun Cify and Gordon Shieck of Sun Cify West went undefeated in doubles play at the 
Can-Am West Classic in Edmonton, Alberta. 
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Sun City lawn party 
Event attracts 
players from 
around globe 
By ANN T. DALEY 
Assistant Sports Editor 

SUN CITY - After his first visit 
to Sun City, Chip Standen learne d 
Clive Forrester had been a talented 
lawn bowler. 

It wasn't until Standen returned 
home to Gillingham, England, that 
he discovered the full extent of the 
former Sun Citian's accomplish
ments - highlighted by a 1972 
World Bowls pairs championship. 

Lawn bowls 

"It was pure ly by accident that I 
found out," ,saJ? Standen, who ar- :er.~ 
rived here Thursday to play in the . , · ~.; 
sixth annual Clive and Lola For- ... 
rester Mixed Rinks lawn bowls 
tournament. 

"I was boasting about this tour
nament and one man said he re
membered Clive. 

"People remember him because 
he represented the United States in 
the '72 World Bowls a nd won the 
pairs," Standen said of Forrester, 
who died in 1992. "They remember 
him because of the way he won it. 
His partner became ill and a sub
stitute stepped in and they won." 

Today's opening round at Lake
view and Bell r ecreation centers 
ma rks the fifth time Standen has 
traveled overseas to p lay in the 
Forrester Mixed Rinks. 

The Englishman first learned of 
the event when he met Sun City 
resident and tournament director 
Gil Stephan at a lawn bowls com
petition in Las Vegas in 1991. 

After receiving an invitation, 
Standen travele d to Sun City to 
play in the tournament and has 
been a faithful competitor ever 
since. 

"I try to offer a s much publicity 
as I can over there," said the Brit
ish Rail Telecom design engineer, 

·who is being paired with Califor
nians Laura Lewis, Regina Banares 
and Andre Banares. 

"The ones who can p lay and have 
the money to travel don't spend 
their money on trips like this. The 
other ones who really want to play. 
don't have the money to spend. 

"I thoroughly enjoy it," he said. 
"The people he re are so friendly. 
They make sure a fuss over the 
English. The weather he re is so 
warm and sunny. It breaks up what 
I call the wi nter s ickness syndrome. 
It's a r ejuve nation." 

Stephan a lso is credited with 
See Tourney attracts, C16 

Rick D' Elia/ Daily News-Sun 

Lionel Thom of South Africa 
works on his lawn bowls game 
at Lakeview Recreation Center. 
At left is the ball he uses and the 
club he represents. 



Tourney attracts international field 
- From Cl 

· luring South African Lionel 
Thom to play for the first time 
this year. 

" I met Gil in Florida and 
where he ran the (American 
Lawn Bowls Championship) 
very .well," Thom said. "I 
knew this one would be run 
just as well." 

A 20-year veteran of the 
sport, Thom does much of his 

bowling within a 65-mile 
radius of his hometown of 
Capetown, where 68 lawn 
bowls clubs boast about 12,000 
bowlers. He also travels ex
tensively with his wife, Marge. 
The couple spent six days 
drivfog from Florida to play in 
the Forrester Rinks. 

At practice on Friday, Thom 
said competitors here "would 
not disgrace themselves as 
bowlers in South Africa." 

"For a country with not so 
many lawn bowlers, there are 
some very, very good bowlers 
here," said Thom, who will 
play with former South Af
rican Robii;i Goldman - now a 
Baltimore resident - Myra 
Wood of Washington and 
Heather Stewart of Southern , 
California. 

"If Gil invites me again, I'll 
drive back. I love lawn bowls 
and I like meeting people." 
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ow ers · 
roll into Sun City 
Lakeview hosts U.S. Championships 
B/ANN T. DALEY 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUTN CITY - .· After 32 years, Neil 
McII].nis has officially rolled to the top 
among United States lawn bowlers. 

Mcinnes, 63, was named Bowler of 
the Decade for the 1980s by the Ameri
c~n Lawn Bowls Association in October. 
, •"It was a surprise," said Mcinnes, of 

Glendale, Calif. 
"It symbolizes having paid your 

dues.'' 
The Australian is one 21 ALBA divi

sional champions competing in the 1991 
U. S. Championships at the Lakeview 
Lawn Bowls Club this week. 

Of the 21 bowlers in the round-robin 
tour~ament, two were among the five 
finalists ~or the award, almost half have 
competed internationally and seven 
have won the U.S. Championships. 

"It's sort of like a homecoming for 
these bowlers," said Bill Weaver, a Sun 
City lawn bowler. "Most of them know 
each other so well from having bowled 
together for years. It's a chance to visit 
as well as compete." 

Weaver and South Central Division 
doubles partner Gil Stephan are com
peting against Mcinnes and Southwest 
Division partner, Mert Issacman a 
nine-year bowler from South Africa. ' 

"Neil has won his country's champi
onship in eacl< of the last three dec
ades," Stephan said. "He's quite a 
competitor." · 

Among Mcinnes' accomplishments 
that earned his selection are nine U.S. 
Championship titles, three National 
Open titles, and two titles at the Israel 
Macabee Games. 

He has played with former Bowler of 
the Decades Richard Folkins (1960s) 
and Harold Esh (1970s). 

"I have a lot of rivals," Mcinnes said. 

Lawn bowls 

"People always want to beat you when 
you're on top." 

Among his long-time competitors are 
Milwaukee truck driver Ken Dege
nhardt and former Hong Kong banker 
Saco Delgado. 

Degenhardt, a 35-year V!,!teran 
bowler, finished as second runn_er-up in 
the Bowler of the Decade selection. In 
1982, he won the doubles title at the 
U.S. Championships with partner 
Chester Schuller. 

Delgado, the 1991 Pacific Inter
Mountain singles champion, formerly 
represent~d Hong Kong in several in
ternational tournaments. He won a gold 
medal in the pairs event at the 1970 
~ritish Empire Games, a bronze medal 
m the rinks (fours) and a gold medal in 
pairs at the 1972 World Bowls. 

Traveling internationally has its ad
vantages, although the lenghty tour
na_ments can take a toll on players, he 
said. 

"Each game lasts four hours, and you 
play }hre; games a day," said Delgado, 
60. You re out there playing for 12 
hours a day, sometimes for two weeks 
straight. The toil, sun and environment 
wear the players out." 

While en route to a competition in 
the 1970s, Delgado and a partner were 
detained for three days at an airport in 
Athens, Greece. 

"It was during terrorist action. They 
searched our bags. They thought our 
bowls were bombs," he said. 

Recently, Mcinnes traveled to Hong 
Kong to compete in the Pacific Games 
with partners Degenhardt, Joe Shepard 
and Frank Souza. 

"We didn't win any medals but we 
had a Keen time," Mcinnes said. 
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Lawn bowlers get new division 
Group br~aks 
from Southwest 
ALBA Division 
By CONNIE STEELE 
Daily News-Sun staff 
• SUN CITY WEST - The 
drive to create a new division of 
the American Lawn Bowling 
Association (ALBA) has suc
ceeded, Hugh Hammerslag of 
Sun City West, said Tuesday. 

At their recent annual meet
ing, members of the ALBA 
board of directors approved the 
formation of the seventh ALBA 
division in the United States. 

Encompassing Arizona, New 
Mexico, Texas and Oklahoma, 
the new division probably will 
be known as the South Central 
ALBA Division, Hammerslag 
said. 

"This is strictly for the men 
now," Niels Kragh of Sun City 
said. Women lawn bowlers are 
affiliated with the American 
Women Lawn Bowls Association 
(AWLBA). 

Hammerslag and Kragh have 
been a major . force behind the 
move to break off from the 
Southwest Division, which has 
been dominated by clubs in 
Southern California. 

"We've been working on this 
thing for about six years," 

Hammerslag said. 
ALBA directors met Oct. 12 

and Oct. 13 in Santa Ana, Calif. 
At that meeting, the motion to 
create the new- division, which 
had previously met periodic op
position, was approved and the 
ALBA Constitution amended to 
reflect the change, Hammerslag 
said. 

The new division already has 
three member clubs: the Sun 
City Lawn Bowls Club of Ari
zona, the Sun City West Lawn 
Bowls Club and the Leisure 
World Lawn Bowls Club in 
Mesa. · 

Hammerslag said the first 
organizatiq_nal meeting of the 
new division will be held right 

after the Arizona open which 
will be held in Sun City, Sun 
City West and Mesa Nov. 10 
through Nov. 19. 

Each of the three member 
clubs will send three represen
tatives to the meeting. If other 
clubs decide to join the new 
division, they also will send 
three representatives. 

Hammerslag estimates that 
the initial meeting could con
vene with as many as 18 repre
sentatives. 

The group will review bylaws, 
elect officers and be prepared to 
conduct business by January 
1990, he said. 

A move to change ALBA's 
100 percent ruling for club 

members~ip failed to pass, 
Kragh said. The 100 percent 
ruling keeps a club out of ALBA 
if even one member refuses to 
pay dues and join ALBA. 

"They also voted on trying to 
kill that, but they didn't succeed 
in that," Kragh said. 

"If the club decides to go with 
the association, all the men 
within that club will have to 
join the association to qualify 
the club,'' he said. 

"It's kind of tough to get 
clubs in some of these areas to 
get all of the men to agree to 
join," he said. 

This means that not all clubs 
in the new division will become 
ALBA members. 
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Sun Cities to· host 2 national 
·1awn bowling tournaments 
Event honors 

·Clive Forrester 
By CONNIE STEELE 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - The Sun Cities 
will host two national American 
.i:.,awn Bowls Association (ALBA) 
to.urnaments in 1990, including 
one named in honor of longtime 
lawn bowler Clive Forrester of 
Sun City. 

The two events will be the 
Clive Forrester Two Plus Two 
Rinks Tournament in Sun City 
and the Del Webb Doubles 
Tournament in Sun City West. 

The Forrester tournament is 

scheduled for Jan. 27 through 
Jan. 29, 1990, and will be played 
by teams· made up of two men 
and two women. 

No date has been set for. the 
Del Webb Doubles event, said 
Hugh Hammerslag of Sun City 
West, an executive board mem
ber of the ALBA, but he spec
ulated that it would be in early 
1990. Hammerslag serves on the 
executive board of the ALBA 
Southwest Division, which in
cludes Arizona. 

Lawn bowlers chose to honor 
Forrester, in part, said Ham
merslag, because "he has by far 
the greatest record in lawn 
bowling of anyone in this area. 
He's an absolutely quality 

-

bowler." 
Forrester has been winning 

national championships since 
1959. In 1983, he won the Na
tional Open Singles. 

Board members of the Recrea
tion Centers of Sun City, at 
their Aug. 24 board meeting, 
unanimously approved holding 
the Forrester tournament. Ray 
Danford, board chairman, said, 
"All board members think it is 
wonderful." 

Danford said' the recreation 
board hopes the· tournament will 
promote Sun City as a good 
place to retire. ~ 

Organizers also hope many 
national and international 

bowlers will visit Sun· City for 
the tournament. 

"The timing was set for that," 
Hammerslag said. 

Hammerslag said the Las 
Vegas Hacienda tournament 
precedes the Forrester tourna
ment by a week. Because of the 
purse associated with the Haci
enda tournament, where in
dividual prizes range from $600 
to $900, the event draws bowlers 
from Canada and England as 
well as many states, Ham
merslag said. 

"We're hoping some of those 
people will find it convenient 
and fun to come to the Clive 
Forrester· (Tournament)," 
Hammerslag said. 
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i UN CITY WELCOMES U.S. 
un Ci ty's five lawn bowling clubs will host the 1976 

\ merican Lawn Bowls Association's United States 
:hampionships on the Lakeview Recreation Center 
rccns October 4-6. 

:ighteen divisional winners from throughout the 
Jnited States will compete in this tournament. Par-
1cipants incbde: Edwin J. Roache, Bill Scott and 
;corge E. Dunn, representing the Eastern Division; 
:ohcrt Livingston, William Miller and William Kaes
le from the Southeast; Bert George Mc Williams, 
,achlan and Doug MacArthur from the Central 
!ales; Ira! Neely Johnson, William Gordon Craig and 
'obert Boehm will be here from the Northwest Divi
,on; Joe DaLuz, Francisco Souza and Charles Can
.istraci from the Pacific Inner-Mountain Division 
n<l Thomas Stirrat, Gerald LaPask and Richard 
'olkins will represent the Southwest Division. The 

LAWN BOWLS CHAMPIONS 
tournament director is Fred Bacon from Walnut 
Creek, California. 

Starting times for the U.S. Championships is 9 AM 
each day. Several thousand spectators are expected to 
line the greens to watch this exciting, admission-free 
tournament. 

In addition to the U.S. singles and pairs tournament, 
the Sun City Lawn Bowls Clubs will present three 
local events: Women's Draw Triples on October 5, 
Men's Pairs on October 7 and 8, and a Mixed Pairs 
Tourney on October 9 and 10. 

Sun City, the Lawn Bowls Capitol of the World, 
welcomes the eighteen district winners and wishes 
them success in the upcoming United States Cham
pionships! 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
COMMITTEE 

1976 Unit ed Stat es 
Lawn Bowls Commit
tee c hairpersons i n
clude: (Row 1, left) Jim 
Hale, Annabe l l e 
Dic kinson, Jo Eckel, 
Allie L1mansky. Velma 
Luthy, Virginia I3owcr 
and Bill Hadden: (Row 
2, left) Sandy Cochran. 
Brian Blasda lc , Red 
Elwinger, George Vcr
mi lyc, Gerry Houg h 
and Carl Lu thy: (Row :-3, 
left) Frank S hamel. 
David Anderson , Pike 
Port er. Malcolm 
L o cl g c~ a n cl 11 c r b 
L1mansky. 



(!) 

z 
H 
.J 
3 
0 
CD 

z 
3 
ex: 
.J 

u. 
> 

v ..... 
0-

LO .· 
N 

0::: w 
al 

1 .... 
0.. 
w 
Vl 

► -~ t< 

~ ,~ 
w 
z " 
0 w 
~ 

Cl) ..... .... 
Cl) 
t"l 

~ 
~ 
ij 
0 

~ 
Cl) 

~ 
I 

i(fhey're Bowling The Jack In Sun City 
~ 
._ Bv SAl\1 LOWE ... , 

~ I .. lo-/ Dan Mahan was exp ammg 
~~cing young Doug McArthur: 

the shot 

: · ''His chance was to split the bowls 
\vith an overshot and follow on the jack 
~with his own bowl, or strike with a 
~ 

drive shot to -take both opponent bowls 
out." 

. . YOU'LL BE glad to know that McAr- . 
thuf' was successful and won not only 

'.: the point, but the game. . 

The 24-year-old Chicagoan is the 
. youngest participant in the American 

Lawn ~owls_ Association's United states 
?1amp10nsh1p at Sun City this week. 

La;vn bo"'.ling (or more properly, 
lawrl' bowls) 1s not taking the nation by 
storm, much to the dismay of its 
adherents. 

~~O_lJGH ONE of the oldest of all 
partic1pahon sports, it has only about 
~,000 followers in the United States. 

It _is not like the bowling most 
Amer_ica~s lmow. It is somewhat a 
combmation of curling and shuffle
board. 

Th~·re are no pins in lawn bowls. The 
f>:all is not round, it is weighted on one 

, Sidj1, and is not called a ball but · a 
bo~I. A ball is used, but it is the 

' strikee, not the strikor, and is not I -called a ball but a jack. 

. This is sort of ho,~ it works (using 
smgles because it's less complicated lo 
e~plain): 

THE OPPONENTS flip a coin to 
decide who's first. The winner rolls the 
jack to the far end of the court, at 
least 75 feet from the bowlers, who 
then roll their lopsided bowls toward 
the jack. When both sides have used up 
their eight bowls, the points are count
ed· for that "end" (sort of like a frame 
in shuffleboard). The bowl closest to 
the-jack scores. If the scorer has other 
bowls closer to the jack than any of his 
foe's, they also count one point. 

' .The first bowler to reach 21 in 
singles wins. In pairs and triples, the 
team ahead at the end of 21 ends wins. 

. Historians think lawn ·bowls originat
~d right after running, jumping, throw
ing and wrestling. 

THE ENGLISH became fanatics get
ting _so engrossed that Klng !{enry

1 

Vil.I_ 

banned lawn bowls in 1511, saying "the 
game of bowles is an evil because, the 
alleys are operated in conjunction wih 
saloons, or dissolute places, and bowl
ing has ceased to be a sport and 
rather a form of vicious gambling." 

The ban was not lifted until 1845, but 
bowling fans being bowling fans, they 
circumvented the edict by developing 
the forerunners of tenpins, which pre
~ded today's ~lley bowling. 

The Sun City tournament is drawing 
more than ~.000 fans per seSSion, none 
of them bashful about expounding the 
merits of the endeavor. 

BUT THEY express concern that only 
about five per cent of those 6,000 kwn 
bowlers in the nation are under -30. 
They point to McArthur with pride, 
then admonish the media for showing 
interest in lawn bowling only on week
days when most participants are retirees . 

"We're trying to defeat the label of 
'a game for the elderly,' " said Harold 
L. Esch of Orlando, Fla., named Lawn 
Bowler of the Decade for the 1960s. 
"Nobody ever sees pictures of young 
people participating because they can 
bowl only on the weekends." 

,Lawn bowlers are convinced tJ1at 
exposure to the sport will turn young 
people into converts. "It bites you. I 
gave up golf to concentrate on lawn 
bowls," said Frank Souza of San 
Francisco', who at 36 is the second 
youngest player here. 

, The game is not to be scoffed at. It 
requires the~ oncentration of a goifer 
and the gentle touch of . a ballqon
shaver. 

But it can become a sport for . all 
ages, and today's lawn bowlers hope it 
does. 

~-~---~------ -
' Gazette Staff Photos 

By GARY ULIK 

. .. ... _., . .. . -:: :: , -~ . ... . 
~ ... 1 .. 

;~e ball used in lawn bowls is not really a ball because it's not spherical. It re
q•ui_res a special grip. 
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ing Cit sun ·aty 
:·Becomi•ng Tradition 

l 

t 
What is lawn/ bowling? That · question could be asked 

throughout Ari:wha--· and would very likely go unanswered. 
Tilat . is in every town with the exception of Del Webb's 

Sun City, where the sport is included in' its residents• 
schedule of combined fun and leisure living. I 

I 
I 

The game was introduced· to the state with the uniq1,1e , 
community's Grana Opening - · 
four years ago. Now, more 
than 200 bowlers roll on Sun· 
City's· 'two spacious grerns 
three days a week. Little more 
than 'a dozen of these enthus. 

. lasts had pursued the activity 
before · moving to Sun City. 

' '.fhis w.eek, three of the com. 
'parative neophytes are repre• 
senting. their comminity and- -
the state at the Worl_sl Lawn 
Bowling Tournament" in Los 

. Angeles; . ;, ' .' · 
Although, the "Gentleman's 

Sport,"· as it is known, dates 
back to the ancient Greeks, 
it actually became a 'popular 
pastime in England during the 
12th Century. · 

In the United States, today, 
' bowling' greens are as common! 

as tennis courts in the East 
and 0"1 the West F i>ast. 

· , Sun Citians consider lawn 
bowling a' leisurely sport, but 
a competitive one as well. 
Those who in past years en. 
joyed tenpin bowling,' find the I 
outdoor game. at least as chal, 
lenging. 

Each Suri City green has sev. 
er.al~one.hundred ·foot lanes. 
At white por celain "Jack" 
aoout the size of a billiard 
ball 1;, tossed as much as two 
thirds down the lane. Each I 
player then tries to bowl as 
close to the u jack " as pos. 
sible, 

Because distance of the 
'.' Jack" "{ill be altered with 
each round, the ga~e is never 
static and the bowlers have to 

. be, on their toes to judge the 
. distance each time. 

The rich. turf of the green 
is smoother than a putting sur. 
face· and is easily damaged by I 
improper · footwork. As one , 

. bowler put ·u, 11Heels can do 
more dam~e in five minutes 
than a battalion of gophers 

• would in a month." 
As a consequence, ,. be, 

ginners are given instruc. 
tion on a practice· green 
before they join team play. 

The trick of the game is 
learning how to use the ''bias'' 

i.·, of the bowls. Each bowl has 
le two slightly .oval sides, one 

"'weighted a little heavier than 
the other. The bowl then can 

. be thrown straight, or curved 
either right or left. A good 

, . bowler can throw a· curve that 
will break as muchastenfeet. 

'Ibe lcey,player is the anchor 
i::. m3:.11,_'!!'•"stil?j" ~~•i.susu_£- -:w tne 15est bowler and team 

capfain. If he can st_µl(e the ·• 
"jack" and move tt, he may ', 

. P,relent his opponents froi:n · 
scoring at all, .and at the same 1 

time . increase hs team's 
score. There are usually 21 
rounds, called "ends," to a 
game, with each bowler taking 

~ a turn per round. 

Sir Francis Drake, one of 
England's great sea heros, 
was engaged· in a close game of 
bowls when word •came that 
the huge Spanish Armada was 
sweeping down on English 
shores. Drake, unperturbed 
(so they say), refused to bur, 
ry, finished his game of bowls 
and then went out to win one 
of England's most famous sea 
victories. 

Another avid bowler, whose 
·name Js unrecorded, is cr edit, 
ed with having altered the orig
inal shape of the bowls, from 
round to nearly oval. 

In the course of a hotly• 
contested game, this player 
-- ..- --

split his bowl in half . Rather 
than retire from the game, 
he drew his sword, drew a 
bead on a nearby sign post 
with a sphere on top, with one 
fell swoop decapitated the 
post. Whe he tried using his 
prize in the game, he dis, 
covered that the edge of his 
sword had flattened one of 
the s ides caus ing the bowl 
to curve ,in unpr edictable di, 
rections. 

Today, of course , the 
"bias" is more scientifically . 
prepared. The American · 
Lawn Bowling _ Association 
spells out the dimensions at 

. about five inches in diameter, 
and the weight at approximate. 
ly three pounds. The boWls 
must be inspected and stam~d 
by the International Bowling 

!Board. . 
. George Milne, who with 

'Merle Cunningham and Al 
Bloomquist, makes up the Sun 

,City triples team now engaged 
in play at Los Angeles, 
expressed ho~ the ,extension 
committee of the American 
Lawn Bowling Association can 
interest Phoenix in extablish, 
ing city gr eens. . , 

"It draws tourists,' says 
Milne. "Our climate ls ideal 
· for year • round play• 
When we're ).n full swing 
during the winter season, 
clubs elsewhere are ~orced to 
postpone play." 

Actually Sun City's boWler s 
would like some Valley com, 
petition. "After a ll," quips 
Milne, ••we've been indispu. 
table state champs four years 
now ." 

SA 



DAILY NEWS Picture Story by Jerry Svendsen -

LESSON SESSION - C. D. Glenn (left). bowling instruc tor and Town Hall Lawn Bowling 
president, bowls simultaneously with beginne1· Leland Cornell during one of sever al 
lesson sessions. 

ON T ARGET- Bowlers at Community Center Green watch an opponent zero on a target in 
the foreground. Other players, in the backgrnund, are measuring and marking score. 

• j 


