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~ibrary: to close ffrlefl.J_ in June-
"What we.learn this summer could lead 

to ch.µiges in the future," he said. "This (a 
library in a retirement community) is a new 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
lndepenc,tent Newspapers 

-Sun City Library ·staff and Maricopa 
County Library District officials are steadily 
moving toward bringing the Bell branch up 
to a fully functional county library and ex­
pect the· work to be complete by the end 
of June. 

''.Ibe program is designed to encourage 
.children to read more books," Mr. Mitchell 
said. ":rhey ar~ rewarded for the. books they 
read." 

Library paid staff became county library 
district employees May ~. but there is still 
plenty of work to be done to complete 
the transition. Some of that work includes 
r~ing the branch' at the B~ll -lecreation 
·Center, 16828 N. 99th Ave.; repainting~ re­
doing the flooring; and replacing furniture. 
Those tasks will' necessitate a two-week li­
brary closure. That is tentatively scheduled 
for June 15-28, although those dates could 
change, according to Nelson Mitchell, -li­
brary district marketing and public r.elations 
coordinator. . 

"That depends on a lot of coordination 
between government county approvals, 
permits, etc., and · the leg work -that the 
contractor has to take care of," he said May 
13. "Things may become a little more clear 
next week." · 

in the meantime, Harry Courtwright, 
county library director, was scheduled this 
week to talk with staff and volunteers about 
the choice of paint colors and the type of 
flooring. The -library. district is funding all 
renovations. 

-In addition, library staff is conducting 
surveys to determine. the types of services 
they want provided by the library under 
county operation. • • · 

"We are doing a lot of outreach activi­
ties," Mr. Mitchell said. "A survey of residents 
was done and once we· have the results 
we'll have a better idea of what services to 

• offer." 
One service that is locked in is a sum- · 

mer reading program for children up to 18, 
according to Mr. Mitchell. The two-month ' 
program kicks off Monday, May 2?, and in­
cludes three separate branches - one for 
children birth to 4, another for children 5-12 
and the last for teenagers7' 

Participants who complete the entire 
program will be $iven · a book they select. 

The program rs similar to other offerings 
in the library districts 16 other branches. Mr. 
Mitchell said the Sun City program will not 
be retooled for the Sun City bran~ during 
the first year. · · 

experience for us." · 
Sun 'City library staff is learning district 

library procedures, Mr. Mitchell said. , 
"Some, of the culling involves moving 

books from other libraries," Mr. Mitchell 
said. "While some materials will remain, 
others that have been in the Sun City library 
for years will not." 
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SC-Library retains fee 
structure, clarifies policy 
By JEFF OWENS to civil, legislative, tax, voting, health 
DAILY NEWS-SUN or other beneficial rights and privi­

leges." 
The Sun City Library ~ oard of Di- Bell Library Assistant Director 

rectors decided Thursday morning Ann Kinzer said AAUW members 
that certain groups will continue to read the policy and thought, being a 
pay full price fo use the Bell Li- non-profit group, that they qualified 
brary's Hoover Room for their for the $35 rate rather than the $70 
monthly meetings. · rate they had been paying. 

Non-profit organizations and th?se But since AAUW business meetings 
sponsored by the library pay $35 per in the Hoover Room are not open to 
session in the Hoover Room; gr (!UPS "· lhe publib, the library board denied 
which aren't non-profit pay $70 per the request and revised the above 
session. .'< ';'. ', · Hoover Room rate policy to include 

Thursday's decision wa~. ,in re- the clarification "This does not in­
sponse to a request for th~ .<:lower elude regular business meetings of 
rate by local group American Asso- such groups; use of the room for 
ciation of University Women, a non- such meetings will require the reg­
profit group which has its monthly ular fee." 
business meetings in the Hoover . AAUW's Kay Bignall said "If they 
Room. treat all non-profits the same and 

"They're a good· group," said charge $70, that's not that bad. It 
Chuck Youngman, executive director would've been nice at $35 - I'd 
of the Bell Library. "The problem is, rather pay $35, but we' ll settle for 
it's closed." the $70. We tried." 

The board nixed the request at its In other action, the board un-
Thursday meeting, and unanimously animously passed a motion to change 
passed a motion clarifying its Hoover its bylaws so that library's Finance 
Room policy on meeting rates. · Committee will meet quarterly in 

Previously, the policy stated ex- order to review the status of library 
ceptions to fees for groups may be finances and budgeting. 
made to non-profit organizations Previously, the Finance Committee 
which use the Hoover Room to "in- met at the discretion of the board's 
form, educate or advise residents as president and treasurer. 
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Few know history of Sun City Library 
By JACK l;tlERONYMOUS 

The Sun City Library is the most­
used common facility in this retire­
ment community, aside from the golf 
courses. 

The library has 
recently come under 
fire, mostly by resi­
dents who have no 
knowledge of the 
history of the li­
brary, its oper,ation, 
or the problems it 
currently faces. It's 
hugely appropriate 
that the record be 

MY 
V I E W 

aired, swiftly and accurately, for 
better community understanding. 

Del E. Webb, the visionary who led 
the area parade in creating retire­
ment communities, began construc­
tion of this original Sun City in 1961, 
including therein the vast marvelous 
recreation facilities for the retirees 
who flocked to the site from around 
the entire country. Alas, not included 
in his agenda, a dreadful oversight 
indeed, was a provision for a cir­
culating library. 

Sun City Phase II, spanning from 
Grand Avenue to Bell Road, was 
begun about 1972; it was not until 
this latter date that provision for a 
library was included in the plans for 
expansion. The library was erected 
in the Bell Recreation Center, but no 
condition was made by Webb to in­
clude its operational expense under 
the umbrella of the Recreation Cen-

ters of Sun City. 
The library was thus an in­

dependent entity, completely sepa­
rate from the recreation centers; it 
still remains so, with minor excep­
tion, to this day. We are a private, 
non-profit Arizona corporation. 

Lessons learned are a benefit, and 
Del Webb Corp., in the development 
of Sun City West beginning in 1979, 
included within that subdivision a · 
splendid community library; it was 
placed under the direct supervision 
of, and permanently funded by, the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City West, 
and it remains so today. 

Strangely, the development of Sun 
City Grand, a recent Webb develop­
ment in the city of Surprise, lacked 
both the construction of a library 
building and the operational funding 

At any rate, the seeds of our own 
present fine library facility in the 
Bell and Fairway centers were plan­
ted in 1961, thanks to a few dedi­
cated residents, the Maricopa County 
Library presented Sun City with a 
loan of3,000 books as a starter-set 
The facility was manned by a lib­
rarian and five volunteers and the 
operation was most casual and in­
formal. Over time, the volunteers 
grew in number and thousands of 
books were contributed for lending 
to Sun Citians. In 1972, the library 
incorporated, moved into its new 
building, and has developed into the 
splendid facility you enjoy today. 

Thirty years ago, the Bell and 

Fairway libraries operated without 
severe financial burden, but those 
were the good ol' days when gasoline 
was 14 cents per gallon and milk was 
36 cents a quart. But not today, peo­
ple. The proper operation of a suit­
able .library is a fairly expensive 
undertaking. 

For several years the library has 
received from the Recreation Cen­
ters of Sun City a few financial 
windfalls, to wit: payment of public 
utilities and basic building main­
tenance. All other operating ex­
penses are borne in toto by our non­
profit corporation. 

It must be noted that should the 
recreation centers care to absorb the 
entire library operation under its 
wing, that body is most welcome to 
do so; as of this date, the directors of 
the centers have expressed no in­
terest in that acquisition. 

The financial operation of our li­
brary is no small potato. For exam­
ple, the annual budget for the pur­
chase of new books is $60,000. We 
are fortunate indeed that director 
Charles Youngman purchases our 
books at a 40-percent discount off 
store price; he is a skilled neg­
otiator.· 

It became necessary a few years 
ago to require local users of the 
library to purchase annual library 
cards for $15. All residents have 
been welcome to use the library fa­
cilities at no cost The annual charge 
is applicable only to those who bor-

row books or audio-visual cassettes, 
or who use the library's Internet 
connection. 

Although this purely voluntary 
charge costs a library user but 4 
cents a day, some community resi­
dents proclaim even now that high­
way robbery has taken place, and the 
responsible rascals- should be flog­
ged. Isn't that utter nonsense? Some 
of our misguided citizens should be 
reminded that the free lunch went 
out of vogue at the turn of the cen­
tury. Now, we proudly point out that 
more than 16,000 of our residents are 
given to using the libraries facilities 
and own a card for that privilege. 

To the complainers, we point out 
that there is indeed an option. 
Phoenix, Peoria and Glendale have 
superb library facilities, all tax­
supported. However, be prepared; if 
you want to join the Glendale li­
brary, for instance, bring $31, vis-a­
vis $15 in Sun City. 

It is not to the credit of Sun Citi­
ans that each year 5,000 books from 
our 100,000 book inventory simply 
"disappear." They are stolen, misp­
laced, damaged or rendered unsuit­
able for further circulation because 
of malicious scrawled messages in 
page margins, or pictures have been 
snipped from pictorial editions. Five 
thousand? Here in Sun City? A 
shocking statistic, isn't it? 

It may be interesting to note that 
virtually every other library in the 

entire country is supported by state, 
county or city taxes. On the contrary, 
the Sun City library is supported, 
aside from the Recreation Centers 
contribution outlined above, entirely 
by gifts, donations, small fines, usage 
fees, a generous contribution from 
the Community Fund of the United 
Way and bequests from those who 
thoughtfully remember their library 
when they depart this planet To 
those who contribute so generously, 
we are deeply grateful. 

And were it not for the 280 vol­
unteers who cheerfully grace our 
rooms and aisles (God bless 'em!), 
well, we'd simply be out of business, 
nothing but a Sun City memory. Our 
15 full- and part-time employees, 
mostly underpaid, could not begin to 
offer the services continually pro­
vided by our selfless volunteers. We 
salute them! 

Please be grateful for your library, 
people. It's to be enjoyed. If you 
know of any missing books, please 
return them - the loss of 5,000 books 
a year is a dreadful legacy and ex­
pense to bear. 

And to all of you, there are a few 
donation boxes located within the 
libraries. Your contributions are 
always welcome. Drop in a buck. Or 
a fiver, Or a ten. Believe us, we can 
use it! 

Thank you! Your libraries are 
grateful. 

Jack Hieronymous i s on the board 
of directors of the Sun City Library. 
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Rec Centers give 
$40,000 to bail out 
· strapped library 
Board calls donation a stopgap measure 
By Lori Baker· 
The Arizona Republic 

SUN CITY - After months of 
: discussions, the Recreation Centers 
. of Sun City board has agreed to 
give $40,000 to the financially 
strapped Sun City Library. 

The 37-year-old library, which 
has branches at the Bell and Faitway 
recreation centers, has had money 
woes due to decreasing donations 
and increased expenses. It had been 
facing a $70,000 deficit. The library 
receives no government funding and 

'·depends on donations. 
· "The library is an integral part of 

the community," board President 
Don Pritchett said. · 
. Board member Jim Matise, who 

is liaison to the library board, said 
the $40,000 is a stopgap measure 
and doesn't mean that the money 
will be provided again next year. An 
audit is being conducted of the 
library's financial books. 
. "We are helping the library with 

a long-range plan," Matise said. 
The Recreation Centers board's 

decision Aug. 27 was made after a 
joint meeting between that board 
and the library board Aug. 21 . 

Arthur Neault of Sun City had 
urged the Recreation Centers board 
not to give the library money. 

J ~We all recognize that the library 
is important to the community, but I 
don't believe it should be supported 

by the Recreation .Centers," Neault 
· said. "There is no guarantee that the 

library won't come back next year." 
Library board Vice President 

Peter Olegar said he's pleased the 
Recreation Centers provided the 
$40,000. 

"We're bleeding badly, and we 
needed a transfusion," he said. 
"We've cut down our hours and our 
staff, but we're at a point now where 
we can't cut more without en­
dangering the services to the com­
munity." 

This was . the first time the 
Recreation Centers provided money 
to help with the library's operations. 
The Recreation Centers provide 
buildings, parking, maintenance and 
utilities for the libraries. . 

The library must raise money 
through donations • and library card 
sales to pay its $366,'000 annual 
costs for salaries, books and other 
materials, library director Chuck 
Youngman said. . 

The library's 12,000 card-holders 
pay a $15 armual fee. Circulation 
was 278,487 in 1997. In addition to 
regular books, videos and audio 
tapes, the library offers books in 
large. print and services to the 
homebound. The library also pro­
vides space for classes and commu­
nity meetings. 

- Please see Lalf, Page 4 

0 Monday + 
September 7, I 998 

Library tries 
book sale, plea 
for donations 
- LIBRARY, from Page 1 

To help raise money for the 
library, used books are on sale. In 
addition, letters will be mailed in 
October asking for donations. 

The Bel! library, 16820 N. 99th 
Ave., and Faitway library, I 0060 W. 
Peoria Ave., are open from IO a.m. 
~o 4 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday and from 10 a.m. to I p.m. 

• Wednesday and Saturday. 
In other business, the Recreation 

Centers board: 
• Delayed a decision until Octo­

ber about requiring players with an 
unexpired annual golf fee permit to 
pay $1 per 18 holes of golf or 50 
cents per nine holes of golf. The 
new fee was to take effect Sept. I, 

, . · but the board decided to obtain legal 
advice · after several golfers ques­
tioned the proposal. Golfers main­
tained that ~ey had an annual 
contract and that new fees could not 
be imposed until their contract 
expired. 

• Provided $6,000 to the Sun 
Cities/Youngtown Water Committee 
to cover the Recreation Centers' ' 
share of providing ...info1TJ1ation to 

.. Sun City residents about the value 
of Central Arizona Project water 
and to help pay for a study on how 
CAP water would be used in the 
Sun City area .. 

• Provided $98,000 for computer 
costs for the golf pro shop and the 
membership office's video/photo ID 
system. 

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-7120 or 
at lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail. 
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Rec Centers board bails out SC Library 
Contribution of 
$40,000 to be 
made to library 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Like knigh1s in shining annor riding 0111 of 
1he pages of literature to rescue a damsel in 
dimcss. the Rccrea1ion Centers of Sun C ity 
roard of directors has come to the a id of the 
Sun Ci1y Library. 

The Rec Ce nt e rs board of d irec lors last 

week approved donat ing $40.000 10 1he assist 
the library during its 1irne of need. 

The vole was 5-0 wit h direc1ors Jo h n 
Powell , C huck Chadhou rn, Dorothy Hin ze ll 
and Bud Moriany being ahsent . 

The library board had reques1cd fund ing 
from the Recreation Centers Inc. about nine 
mon1hs ago. bu1 1he requesl for $60,000 was 
turned down a1 that lime. 

Allhough last week's vole was unanimous, 
some direclors expressed re luc1ance 10 make 
the contribution durin g 1he Aug. 17 board 
workshop. 

Treasurer Dick Ohnstad, during 1ha1 meet­
in g. observed . " If we sla rt giv ing to the 
library, we wi ll end up contributing to the 
library every year." 

" I don· , wanl it 10 become a case of the 
'kids coming 10 mom and pop for a few bucks 

'' The library is 
an integral func­
tion of Sun City. 

Don Pritchett 
President 

RCSC 
board of directors 

to 1ide them over."' said director John Powell. 
dur•ng the Aug. 17 session. He said, however, 
he still favored 1he contribution. 

" We do already give a lot 10 the library. 
Some o f our rec c a rd fees (goes 10 t he 

l ibraries) lhrough 1he use of our facililies," 
Mr. Ohnslad continued. 

"On a long-1erm basis. are we postponing 
1he day the library runs our of funds? Or do 
we get to 1hc poinl we are s ubs id izing the 
I ibraryT' he queried. 

Mr. Ohnslad memioned the Long- Range 
Planning Committee is studying 1he problem. 

Direclor Ed McCrea co n firmed . "The 
Long-Term Planning Committee is trying to 
work ou1 a joinl long-term pla n with the 
library. They a re desperate. They need the 
money. 

"Thi s is a st op ga p. the $40.000," he 
added. 

A member of 1he audience. Anhur Neault, 
opposed lhe contribution. 

See ■ LIBRARY Page 7 
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"The library is an asse1 to 1he 
community but ii should not be 
s upported by the Recreation 
Centers," Mr. Neault said. "There is 
no guaran1ee 1he library will no1 
experience !his problem nexl year 
or the year after." 

"The Recreation Centers Inc. 
should mind its own business and 
stay out this," he added. 

However, board President Don 
Pritchell did not agree wi1h Mr. 
Neault. 

'The library is an integral func­
tion of Sun Ci1y," Mr. Pritchet! 
said. 

"We cer1ainly want Sun City to 
have good libraries," 1he RCS C 
president said on Aug. 27. "A lot of 
people use the I ibraries but no1 the 
rest of lhe amenities." 

"This is a one-time thing," Mr. 
Pritchell said. "They do have a 
problem." 

The library's financial woes 
have been ongoing but have inten­
sified in recent years. 

'The library had a budget deficit 
of $105,000 at the beginning of the 
year," Mr. Ohnstad said. 

"Currently lhe deficit is $60,000 
to $65,000 .... about $40,000 from 
the budget." 

"We are at a point, if we don't 
get suppon from the public in the 
next two years we could very sim­
ply be out of business," said Chuck 
Westerveld, Sun City Library board 
treasurer. 

'The public has to suppon 1he 
library," he continued. 

"The donations and contribu­
tions have.gone down. Surprisingly 
the memberships have not fallen 
nearly to the degree of donations 
and contributions. That is not the 
problem." 

Director Dick Elton concurred 
1ha1 the community must demon­
strate belier suppon for the library. 

"You have come from communi­
ties, as I have, where libraries were 
supponed by taxes. This is not the 
case in Sun City," Mr. Elton said. 

"The $40,000 is not a problem 
solver," he observed. 

"I don't like the idea of giving 
the money to the library, but we 
have got to have the •library," Mr. 
Elton said. 

From Page 1 

They have used what lillle bit of 
money they have withoul dipping 
into their reserves," he said. 

However, he noted lhe library 
has got 10 try to raise more money. 

Mr. Pritchell urged all Rec 
Centers members to obtain library 
cards. 

Mr. Westerveld acknowledged 
that the library has got to cultivate 
other funding sources. 

"We h:1ve a mailing going out in 
October," he sa id . "We hope to 
generate some good funds." 

"We have 1wo mailings a year, 
one for each zip code," he added. 

He men1io ned the library's 
rese r ves have dipped below 
$300,000. 

Library revenues have decrea.~ed 
from $386,00 in I 996 to $296,00 
last year and down to $213,000 this 
year. Meanwhile. expenses have 
ri sen from $336,o00 in 1996 to a 
projected $368,000 this year. 

One major source of funding in 
the past was severely cunailed this 
year. 

The library received about 
S 15 ,000 last yea r from the 
Community Fund. according 10 Mr. 
Westerveld. 

"They (Comm unity Fund) 
offered S 1,000 this year with the 
stipulation that we would be unable 
go out to the public with our mail­
ing in October," he explained. 

"So we rejected. it. We had asked 
for $35,000.'' 

Effor1s are being made to trim 
library expenses, Mr. Westerveld 
said. 

"We have cu t expenses," he 
said . "We cut the number of 
employees from 14 to I 0. \ 

"We have reduced j ust about 
every area without huning the ser­
vices we provide." 

"The library 'is very importanl 
and we have got to keep it in Sun 
City. However, a plan needs to be 
developed," he opi:tu ~ .. , . . .. , . 

• •
1,.(:11\~Y ~ 10 . qu>;'tni<fU, 

director Jim Matise , who intro­
duced the motion to bail out the 
library. "We need the library in our 
community." 

"They are in dire straits now. 
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Relationship betWeen f2J/"1 

centers, library works 
By ED ANDERSON 

The relationship between 
Recr eation Center s of Sun 
City Inc . 
a n d th e My view 
Sun City 
Library Inc. is in need of 
clarification for the public. 

Recent letters and an e di­
torial in the Daily News-Sun 
have implied that the recrea­
tion centers is the bad .guy 
here for not " taking over" the 
libr ary and solving its finan­
cial problems. 

Actually, there is no "bad " 
guy in this scenario. It is how 
we r e late to each other that 
isn' t unders tood. 

There are two basic things 
to keep in min_d: 
■ The library is a separate 

legal entity because it wants 
to b e. 
■ The Recreation Centers 

of Sun City does and always 
has given a lot of financial 

support to the li brary. 
Although there is a close 

and uniqu e re lationsh ip be­
tween the two, the library has 
always been a separate cor­
poration. The lib ra ry has its 
own board of directors, raises 
its own money, h ires its own 
s taff a nd makes its own rules. 
If any of this were to cha nge, 
it would be at the be hest of 
the library board . 

From the beginning, the 
Recreation Centers of Sun 
City has worked closely with 
and supported the library, fi­
nancially and otherwise. Two 
buildings are furnished with­
out cost to the library. Rental 
of similar facilities wot1Jd <:.2,_st 
at least $20,000 __ a _ _year. Elec­
tric bil ls fo-r 1994 were 
$21,984. Other utilities, jani­
toiia( maintenance and ~ p­
keep expenses are not l isted 
separately by build fng in the 
Bell and Fairway recreation 

centers ex penses, but they 
r e prese nt an add i tiona l 
$11,885. 

Finally, the recreati on cen­
ters' photo ID card is a lso 
used as the library ca rd , sav­
ing the library an expense and 
restric ting loaning of mate­
rial s to Sun Citians, a re­
quirement of the recreation 
centers. 

This unusual arrangement 
has bee n in existence for 
many years. It probably lacks 
legal nice ties - but it works. 
The recreation centers wi ll 
continue to support the li­
brary and the board of direc­
tors e ncourages all in­
divid uals, busin esses and 
p rofession a l people to do 
likewise. 

The writer is president "f 
the Recreation Center'"\ 
City. 
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Library, rec board 
bound to succeed 

Like an El Nino-driven 
weather front, a cloud is 
hanging over the Sun City 
Library. 

The library is in the midst of 
a financial crisis. As a private 
institution, it 
doesn't receive its 
funding from the 
same tax coffers OUR 
that keep public 
libraries in 
business. There's y I E W 
no Andrew 
Carnegie out 
there to throw it a 
lifeline. 

The library is a boon to the 
community, a storehouse of 
knowledge and a sanctuary. It's 
a place where Sun City 
residents who can't afford the 
luxury of buying books can go 
for free entertainment, or if 
they need it, a brief escape 
from the harsh realities of life 
through vicarious adventure. 
It's a cache of information for 
anyone doing research on 
anything from how to grow 
roses to getting the lowdown on 
the latest bills Congress is 
debating. 

The information that a library 
provides in this so-called 
Information Age is not a frill, 
it's a necessity to a community 

and its residents. 
It has been suggested that the 

Recreation Centers of Sun City 
take over operation of the 
library and fund it through 
recreation fees. We don't 
recommend this as a solution to 
the library's current problem, 
but perhaps the library and the 
Recreation Centers could form 
a partnership of sorts. 

Since everyone who is 
authorized to use the Sun City 
Library is also a member of the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City, 
it seems logical that the rec 
centers could offer some 
financial relief without taking 
over the entire burden. Even 
paying for the annual 
subscriptions for the library's 
periodicals would be a help. 

This is a community with a 
greater than average share of 
bright and competent people. 
Most of them became that way 
with the help of a library. 

We're confident that wealth 
of wisdOIJ1 and experience will 
be put to good use, and through 
a spirit of cooperation, the 
leaders of Sun City will find a 
way to nurse the library back to 
financial health. 

The library's problems, like 
El Nino storm clouds, will not 
last forever. 
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Is Sun City Library effective? You C811 ITlake bOok on it 
By GLENN B. SANBERG 

T he story of the Sun City Library 
us an enchanting one. Starting 
in 1861 with books loaned by the 
Maricopa County Library, and 

supervised by a volunteer who dug into 
her own pocket to pay for index cards 
and pencils, the Sun City institution has 
graduated into a big time operation. 

Besides providing reference and cul­
tural material contained in more than 
90,000 volumes, including large print 
collections, ~e Library offers a wide 
variety of lectures and presentations. 
Programs vary from investing advise, 
and estate planning, to car repair rip-

Retired 
in style 

offs, health education and a course in 
"Writing your life stories" taught by a 
professional writer. 

Last year more than 7,000 people used 
the new Hoover Room for classes and 
other similar functions. 

Since many Sun Citians cannot leave 
their homes because of physical or 
other limitations, the Sun City Library 

began a home bound book service in 
1995 which ·was funded by an initiating 
grant of $12,280 from the Arizona State 
Library. The B-4-9 Lions Clul:is agreed to 
participate by supplying book bags 
which can be sent postage-free both 
ways, a program involving some $25,000 
annually. 

A video collection was started in 1991 
at Bell Library with the donation of 25 
copies. The following year, Fairway Li­
brary followed suit At the present time 
there are more than 2,000 videos in the 
collection which is still growing. Thanks 
to a donation from the Delaney Eye 
Clinic during the 1980's, Bell and Fair­
way Libraries have · been able to aug-__ J 

ment their video collections substanti1 

ally .. 

Sun City is fortunate to have some 250 
library volunteers who perform many of 
the tasks usually assigned to paid em­
ployees. These include checking books 
.in and out, answering questions on the 
telephone, and assisting patrons using 
the Xerox machine. Volunteers also 
handle the paper book. collection and 
manage the book sale table. These ser­
vices save an estimated $200,000 a year 
in library operations. . 

. ....... . 

money. While the building, maintenance 
and utilities are provic;led by the Rec­
reation Centers · of Sun City, all other 
functions must be funded by donations, 
user fees or investments. 

Sun City is unique in many ways and 
its library represents an outstanding 
example of its uniqueness. Charles 
Youngman, Executive . Director, informs 
me that he will be happy to explain how 
you too can be a part of this uniqueness. 
The telephone on his desk responds to 
974-2569. 

- -Unlike most libraries, The Sun City Sun Citian Glenn · B. Sanberg is 
Library,· Inc.; is an independent private retired from the American Society of 
institution. It is not supported by tax Association Executives. 
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Check it out 
Funding methods 
vary widely 
at NW Valley 
book centers 
By BRUCE EWSON 
Staff writer 

For several years now, the Sun 
City Library has been in a continual 
funding crisis, without enough casn_ 
to maintain its normal operations. 

Hours have been curtailed and 
staff laid off as the crunch forced 
officials of the private non-profit or­
ganization to take action to conserve 
dwindling resources. And a fund­
raising plan with an out-of-state · 
charity has drawn criticism from di­
rectors of the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City, which supplies the library 
with free space for its two branches. 

In Sun City West and Youngtown, 
which also have local libraries, 
things have gone more smoothly. 

But those libraries have a more 
solid financial footing, which · may 
make a big difference. Sun City is 
dependent on . private donatians, 
while Sun City West's library is run 
directly by the Recreation Centers 
there, and Youngtown's library is a 
public institution, supported by tax 
dollars. 

The Sun City Library Inc. is a non­
profit, tax-exempt group, set up in 
January 1971 to take over operation · 
-of what was then a volunteer library·· 
with little formal organization. Del 
Webb Corp., the developer of Sun 
City, had given the volunteers 820 
square feet in the first recreation 
center, called Town Hall Center, and . 
the Maricopa County Library had 
provided 2,500 books on loan. Ruth 
Mildner, the volunteer first librarian, 
ran things until her retirement in 
1969, and was succeeded by another 
volunteer, Dorothy Weber, who 
stayed until 1972, when the library 
got its first paid librarian. 

After its formation, Sun City Li­
brary Inc. "took title to the library 
and assumed its control and opera­
tion, providing a free library to Sun 
City residents," says the author­
itative Sun City history, "Jubilee." 

"Funds to operate the library 
► See Funds dwindle, AS • ., 1 , 

A closer look 
at your libraries 

Soun:l': M,11 icnp,1 C111111 ty 11111 .11 v r,•11:,11:, 

Library Director 
Florence Hinrichs 

Population: 38,000 
LlbraryBudget: $400K 
Borrowers: 16K 
Gov't Support: $0 
Salaries: $164K . . ..... 
Fringe benefits: $28K 
Materlals: $60K 
Mlsc.expenses:$225K 
Librarian salary: $35K 

'Books: 110,000 , ,· 
Videos: 4,825 
Avg. weekly use: 12,083 
Annual clrc.: 343,929 

Population: 30,000 
Library Budget: $275K 
Borrowers: 17,000 
Gov't Support: $0 
Salarles: $103K 
Fringe benefits: $13K 
Materlals: $62,000 
Mlsc.expenses:$24K 
Librarian salary: $33K 
Books: 41,500 
Videos: 1,331 
Avg. weekly use: 4,571 
Annual clrc.: 326,560 , ' 
Cir~._' per, capita:, 1 o -~ . 

. ,, :: 

Population: 2,400 
Library Budget: $3,000 
Borrowers: N.A. 
Gov't Support: $3,000 
Salaries: none 
Fringe benefits: none 
Materials: $8,000 
Misc. expenses:$0 
Librarian salary: $0 
Books: 15,000 · 
Videos: 360 . 
Avg. weekly use: 285 
Annual clrc.: 21,295 

\ 

Circ. per capi!B: 8 

I 

, ,, 1 Photos by Steve Chernek/C 1lly News.-sun 
' ~ . 



◄ From A1 
were, and still are, obtained 
from fees, gifts, memorials, 
donations, b e quests and 
memberships. ·, 

"The library. receives no 
public money or tax support 
to this day," the 1985 book 
says - and that's still true in 

"1998. 
The Bell Library was in­

cluded in Webb's plans for 
that recreation center which 
opened in 1976. A branch 
today operates in the Fairway 
Recreation Center. . 

Although the library gets 
free space and maintenance 
from the Recreation Centers, 
it still is dependent on dona­
tions for its operating budget 
- which totals about $400,000 
a year including books, said 
librarian · Chuck Youngman, 
who's been · on the job seven 
years. 

In the first 11 months of 
1997, though, the library spent 
$360,000 while taking in only 
$274,000, he added. 

It has 9½ full-time equiva­
lent paid staff members in two 
locations, and about 280 vol­
unteers. It has 16,000 library 
card holders, about 110,000 
books, 1,200 audio tapes and 
2,800 videotapes and offers 
public Internet access. It 
serves a community of about 
38,000 residents - meaning 
its operating cost is about $10 
per resident per year, with 
two locations. 

It must buy its own books, 
and often holds book sales to 
raise cash for newer acquisi­
tions. 

"We are essentially a pri­
vate library serving a public 
function," Youngman said. 
Youngman, who makes 

about $35,000 a year, earned a 
master's degree in library 
science from the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

In some respects, the Sun 
City Library is like an official 
Recreation Centers club: It 
gets free space for 'i its•; ac-

t,,{ 
; ! ... 

- · '----+-·-
tivities, but must raise funds The Johnson Library ·serves 
for its own operations and a population that' now is about 
staff and pr,-oyide · its own 30,000, and ha·s. 16,000 bor­
monitors, and only centers rowers. It houses about 49,000 

• members may participate in books, 2,500 audio tapes, and 
its ac\ iv~ties. 1,300 videos. It, too, has In­
Rec centers operate sew llbrary ternet access. Its annual op­
'- In contra.st, the R . H . erating cost per resident, in­
Johnson . Library in Sun City eluding books, also is about 
West is fully a function of the $9, with one location. 
Recreation Centers of Sun Neither .of the Sun Cities 
City West, with an 9perating libraries is a part of the Mar­
budget for staff, supplies and icopa County 'library system, 
the like provided as part of so that interlibrary loans ar­
the centers' overall opera- ranged through the county 
tions. It's just li~e a· pool or aren't possible. 
tennis court. It occupies a If the libraries · were in the 
separate building at the county system, they would 
Johnson Center built by de- have to be public libraries, 
veloper Del Webb Corp. spe1,-,_ available for use by anyone, 
cifically as a library, ancF whether or not members of 
given to the recreation cen~ r- the recreation centers, said 
ters. county library administrator 

It ·, has two full-time paid_ Bill Scalzo. 
staff members and seven part~ ,"To qualify fon aid from the 
timers, who are paid directly county, you have to be a pub­
by the Recreation Centers of lie library and open to every­
Sun City West as centers em- one" including children doing 
ployees. It operates from one school research, he said. 
location, with about 135 vol- The Surprise and El Mirage 
unteers. Its operating budget libraries are county libraries, 
from the Recreation Centers he said, though \he cities 
of Sun City_ West is about provide the physical space for 
$175,000. their operation. 

Its book purchases are fun- Scalzo said the Sun City Li-
ded by Friends of the Library, brary's budget "is consider­
which raises about $68,000 a ably larger than what we 
year for that purpose, from spend on any of our bran­
book sales and other events. ches," though considerably 
The Friends, although a tax- less than what municipalities 
exempt organization, also is a such as Glendale, Phoenix or 
chartered club. Scottsdale spend on their 

Like the Sun City Library, 
the Johnson Library received 
thousands of books from the 
county on permanent loan, 
and those books were given to 
the library when the county 
library system was reorgan­
ized and the library privatized 
four years ago. 

Marcia Lea, the librarian, 
has been on the job for 11 
years, succeeding Evelyn 
Cornish, the first librarian. 

· Lea, who makes about $34,000 
a year, also -has a master's 
,degree_ in li~~~1?' f pie~ce. 1;1,'.r 

public libraries. (Phoenix 
spends $17 million, Glendale 
$4 million, and Scottsdale 
about $5.5 million, according 
to a state library census. On a 
per-capita basis, Phoenix 
spends $15. 5()., Glendale 
$21.93, and Scottsdale $30.11 
each year for libraries.) 

Youngtowri Library Is publlc 
In Youngtown, which has 

only about 2,400 residents, the 
library is public, meaning that 
it is open to all county resi­
dents and is is subsidized by , 
Maricopa County. 'W I 1~<tl ',., ,, 



, 
, 

When the Sun City Library 
imposed a $15 annual fee for 
borrowing privileges, a num­
ber of people in Phase I, near 
Youngtown, got free cards 
from Youngtown's library, 
giving the Youngtown opera­
tion a cash infusion from the 
county. 

The Youngtown library 
receives $3,000 a year from 
the town, most of it for books 
and magazines. The town also 
maintains the building and 
pays for power and telephone 
service. "How much that costs, . 
I don't know," said librarian 
Florence Hinrichs. Town re­
cords do not show separate 
maintenance costs, the town 
clerk said. 

Hinrichs is a volunteer and 
_ has no specialized library 

training. 
The building is new, paid · 

for largely from a federal 
grant - available only to 
cities and towns - and fur­
nished in a fund drive run by 
Friends of the Library, a non­
profit, tax-exempt group set 
up for that purpose and then 
disbanded. Its reading table 
came from the home of Hin­
richs' parents after their 
death. 

The library has no paid 
staff, and operates solely with 
volunteers, of which there are 
22. 

It serves about 2,400 people, 
has 15,000 books, 634 videos 
and receives just two mag­
azines - Newsweek and Con­
sumer Reports. "We are given 
a subscription to the Daily 
News-Sun and a volunteer . 
brings in a copy of USA 
Today," Hinrichs said. 

-
hardly the only local volunteer 
group having trouble with 
fund-raising as the community 
ages. 

• Sun Cities Area Transit, or 
SCAT, which provides on­
demand transportation for lo­
cal residents, also has been 
having funding woes for al­
most three years. 
· So has .Volunteer Placement 

Services, the two-co~munity 
· organization that h«:;fps other 
non-profits find the volunteers 
they need to ?perat,·smoothly. 

The • Sun City ·Community 
_Fund found do'nations taper­
ing off so much that the local 
effort joined the Phoenix-area 
United Way campaign in 
hopes of stemming the de­
cline. 

And the Council of Service 
Clubs of the Sun Cities, a 
coordinating group for 29 area 
groups such as Lions and Ki­
wanis, can't collect dues from 
its members, threatening its 
existence, its president says. 

Youngman thinks that to 
survive, the Sun City Library 
needs two things - a budget 
from the Community Fund or 
the Recreation Centers of 
perhaps $50,000 a year, and a 
campaign to get more be­
quests and legacies - some­
thing called planned giving. 

Directors · are working on 
planned giving now, he said. 

"Long range, that money left 
us from estates would be a big 
help," he said, even though h 
comes later and at no certain 
time. 

If funds from residents' do­
nations dry up, Youngman 
said, "I think the only thing 
left would be for the recrea­
tion centers to run the Ii-

The library has one com­
puter with Internet access, 
paid for by Hinrichs person­
ally, since she uses the com­
puter and her America Online 
subscription to keep in touch 
with family. . brary." 

Sun City depends on donations 
'.'The ' Sun City Libracy ; is 

"I doubt they would let us 
die," he said. "It's too valu-

) able to die." ·· · ·, 
Ir",' ~ 
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Funding· -methods 
vary VtiJd~ly· 
at NW Valley 
book -centers 
By BRUCE ELLISON 
Staff writer 

For several years now, the Sun 
City Library has been in a continual 
funding crisis, without enough cash 
to maintain its normal operations. 

Hours have been curtailed and 
staff laid off as the crunch forced 
officials of the private non-profit or­
ganization to take action to conserve 
dwindling resources. And a fund­
raising plan with an out-of-state 
charity has drawn criticism from di­
rectors of the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City, which supplies the library 
with free space for its two branches. 

In Sun City West and Youngtown, 
which also have local libraries, 
things hav~ gone more smoothly. 

But those libraries have a more 
solid financial footing, which may 
make a big difference. Sun City is 
dependent on . private donations, 
while Sun City West's library is run 
directly by the Recreation Centers 
there, and Youngtown's library is a 
public institution, supported by tax 
dollars. 

The Sun City Library Inc. is a non­
profit, tax-exempt group, set up in 
January 1971 to take over operation 
of what was then a volunteer library 
with little formal organization. Del 
Webb Corp., the developer of Sun 
City, had given the volunteers 820 
square feet in the first recreation 
center, called Town Hall Center, and 
the Maricopa County Library had 
provided 2,500 books on loan. Ruth 
Mildner, the volunteer first librarian, 
ran things until her retirement in 
1969, and was succeeded by another 
volunteer, Dorothy Weber, who 
stayed until 1972, when the library 
got its first paid librarian. 

After its formation, Sun City Li­
brary Inc. " took title to the library 
and assumed its control and opera­
tion, providing a free library to Sun 
City residents," says the author­
itative Sun City history, "Jubilee." 

"Funds to operate the library 
► See Funds dwindle, AS 
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◄ From A1 
were, and still are, obtained 
from fees, gifts, memorials, 
donations, bequests and 
memberships. 

"The library receives no 
public money or tax support 
to this day," the 1985 book 
says -- and that's still true in 
1998. 

The Bell Library was in­
cluded in Webb's plans for 
that recreation center which 
opened in 1976. A branch 
today operates in the Fairway 
Recreation Center. 

Although the library gets 
free space and maintenance 
from the Recreation Centers, 
it still is depe ndent on dona­
tions for its operating budget 
- which totals about $400,000 
a year including books, said 
librarian Chuck Youngman, 
who's been on the job seven 
years. 

In the first 11 months of 
1997, though, the library spent 
$360,000 while taking in only 
$274,000, he added. 

It has 9½ full-time equiva­
lent paid staff members in two 
locations, and about 280 vol­
unteers. It has 16,000 library 
card holders, about 110,000 
books, 1,200 audio tapes and 
2,800 videotapes and offers 
public Inte rnet access. It 
serves a community of about 
38,000 residents - meaning 
its operating cost is about $10 
per resident per year, with · 
two location·s. 

It must buy its own books, 
and often holds book sales to 
raise cash for newer acquisi­
tions. 

"We are essentially a pri­
vate library serving a public 
function ," Youngman said. 
Youngman, who makes 

about $35,000 a year, earned a 
master's degree in library 
science from the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

In some respects, the Sun 
City Library is like an official 
Recreation Centers club: It 
gets free space for its ac--

tivities, but must raise funds 
for its own operations and 
staff and provide its own 
monitors, and only centers 
members may participate in 
its activities. 
Rec centers operate sew library 

In contrast, the R . H . 
Johnson Library in Sun City 
West is fully a function of the 
Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West, with an operating 
budget for staff, supplies and 
the like provided as part of 
the centers' overall opera­
tions. It's just like a pool or 
tennis court. It occupies a 
separate building at the 
Johnson Center built by de­
veloper Del Webb Corp. spe­
cifically as a library, and 
given to the recreation cen­
ters. 

It has two full-time paid 
staff members and seven part­
timers, who are paid directly 
by the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City West as centers em­
ployees. It operates from one 
location, with about 135 vol­
unteers. Its operating budget 
from the Recreation Centers 
of Sun City West is about 
$175,000. 

Its book purchases are fun­
ded by Friends of the Library, 
which raises about $68,000 a 
year for that purpose, from 
book sales and other events. 
The Friends, although a tax­
exempt organization, also is a 
chartered club. 

Like the Sun City Library, 
the Johnson Library received 
thousands of books from the 
county on permanent loan, 
and those books were given to 
the library when the county 
library system was reorgan­
ized and the library privatized 
four years ago. 

Marcia Lea, the librarian, 
has been on the job for 11 
years, succeeding Evelyn 
Cornish, the first librarian. 
Lea, who makes about $34,000 
a year, also has a master's 
degree in library science. 



The Johnson Library serves 
a population that now is about 
30,000, and has 16,000 bor­
rowers. It houses about 49,000 
books, 2,500 audio tapes, and 
1,300 videos. It, too, has In­
ternet access. Its annual op­
erating cost per resident, in­
cluding books, also is about 
$9, with one location. 

Neither of the Sun Cities 
libraries is a part of the Mar­
icopa County library system, 
so that interlibrary loans ar­
ranged through the county 
a ren't possible. 

If the libraries were in the 
county system, they would 
have to be public libraries, 
available for use by anyone, 
whether or not members of 
the recreation centers, said 
county library administrator 
Bill Scalzo. 

"To qualify for aid from the 
county, you have to be a pub­
lic library and open to every­
one" including children doing 
school research, he said. 

The Surprise and El Mirage 
libraries are county libraries, 
he said, though the cities 
provide the physical space for 
their operation. · 

Scalzo said the Sun City Li­
brary's budget "is consider­
ably larger than what we 
spend on any of our bran­
ches," though considerably 
less than what municipalities 
such as Glendale, Phoenix or 
Scottsdale spend on their 
public libraries. (Phoenix 
spends $17 million, Glendale 

. $4 million, and Scottsdale 
about $5.5 million, according 
to a state library census. On a 
per-capita basis, Phoenix 
spends $15.50, Glendale 
$21.93, and Scottsdale $30.11 
each year for libraries.) 

Youngtown Library Is public 

In Youngtown, which has 
only about 2,400 residents, the 
library is public, meaning that 
it is open to all county resi­
dents and is is subsidized by 
Maricopa County. 

When the Sun City Library 
imposed a $15 annual fee for 
borrowing privileges, a num­
ber of people in Phase I, near 
Youngtown, got free cards 
from Youngtown's library, 
giving the Youngtown opera­
tion a cash infusion from the 
county. 

The Youngtown library 
receives $3,000 a year from 
the town, most of it for books 
and magazines. The town also 
maintains the building and 
pays for power and telephone 
service. "How much that costs, 
I don't know," said librarian 
Florence Hinrichs. Town re­
cords do not show separate 
maintenance costs, the town 
clerk said. 

Hinrichs is a volunteer and 
has no specialized library 
training. 

The building is new, paid 
for largely from a federal 
grant - available only to 
cities and towns - and fur­
nished in a fund drive run by 
Friends of the Library, a non­
profit, tax-exempt group set 
up for that purpose and then 
disbanded. Its reading table 
tame from the home of Hin­
richs' parents after their 
death. 

The library has no paid 
staff, and operates solely with 
volunteers, of which there are 
22. 

It serves about 2,400 people, 
has 15,000 books, 634 videos 
and receives just two mag­
azines - Newsweek and Con­
sumer Reports. "We are given 
a subscription to the Daily 
News-Sun and a volunteer 
brings in a copy of USA 
Today," Hinrichs said. 

The library has one com­
puter with Internet access, 
paid for by Hinrichs person­
ally, since she uses the com­
puter and her America Online 
subscription to keep in touch 
with: fa~ily. 

Sun City depends on donations 

The Sun City Library is 

hardly the only local volunteer 
group having trouble with 
fund-raising as the community 
ages. 

Sun Cities Area Transit, or 
SCAT, which provides on­
demand transportation for lo­
cal residents, also has been 
having funding woes for al­
most three years. 

So has Volunteer Placement 
Services, the two-community 
organization that" helps other 
non-profits find the volunteers 
they need to operate smoothly. 

The Sun City Community 
Fund found donations taper­
ing off so much that the local 
effort joined the Phoenix-area 
United Way campaign in 
hopes of stemming the de­
cline. 

And the Counci l of Service 
Clubs of the Sun Cities, a 
coordinating group for 29 area 
groups such as Lions and Ki­
wanis, can't collect dues from 
its members, threatening its 
existence, its president says. 

Youngman thinks that to 
survive, the Sun City Library 
needs two things - a budget 
from the Community Fund or 
the Recreation Centers of 
perhaps $50,000 a year, and a 
campaign to get more be­
quests and legacies - some­
thing called planned giving. 

Directors are working on 
planned giving now, he said. 

"Long range, that money left 
us from estates would be 0 big 
help," he said, even though it 
comes later and at no certain 
time. · 

If funds from residents' do­
nations dry up, Youngman 
said, "I think the only thing 
left would be for the recrea­
tion centers to run the li­
brary." 

"I doubt they would le t us 
die," he said. "It's too valu­
able to die." 
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Sun City Library 
raised more than 
$1,000 in a book 
sole lost weekend, 
but Jone Freemon 
and Elsie Elton 
wonder why the 
library board 
dumped them as 
sole organizers. 

Firing puzzles library volunteer 
By DAVID MILLER 
Staff writer 

For more than a decade 
Jane Freeman and Elsie Elton 
wrote the book on vol­
unteering in Sun City. 

During that time the Sun 
City women were mainstays of 
the Sun City Library, running 
its book sales and in the 
process raising more than 
$100,000 for the cash-strappeq 
institut_ion. 

That dedication came to an 
abrupt end in December, 
however, when the two re­
ceived letters stating that 
their services would no longer 
be needed. 

The letter, signed by then­
library board President Don 
Manlove, acknowledged the 
women's voluntarism: "To 
ralse more over $100,000-plus 
in 11 years with two dedicated 
volunteers is truly an ac­
complishment that deserves 
our utmost praise. 

Another former board 
member, however, said he was 
informed of the move "at the 
last minute," and believes the 
action should never have been 
taken. 

"The board members didn't 
know," said John Calder, 
since retired from library of-

"However," the letter con­
tinued, "we wish to turn the 
book sales over to others." 

Library staffers and other 
volunteers are now running 
the project, said Director 
Chuck Youngman. 

And that puzzles Freeman, a 
former library board presi­
dent and 18-year associate 
with the institution. She says 
that, aside from the Dec. 22 
letter, she's never received 
word on why the library, with 
its financial deficit of $91,000, 
took a successful operation 
out of the hands of volunteers 
and turned it over to paid 
staffers. 

"How do they justify getting 
rid of two volunteers," Free­
man said recently. "After all 
these years of earning money 
for them. I just don't under­
stand." 

And Freeman is not the only 
one vexing about the layoff. 
Elton likewise fai_ls to see the 

flee. "It was a tremendous 
loss. (Freeman and Elton) put 
in probably thousands of 
hours and raised thousands of 
dollars for the library. They've 
done well." 

In the wake of the decision, 
the library counted a success­
ful January book sale, with 

logic in the move, and even 
Youngman says he regrets the 
decision. 

"I was against it," he said of 
removing the women. "I feel 
bad for Elsie and Jane. . .. 
They spent countless hours up 
here." 

Manlove, three-time board 
president, made the decision 
last year to remove the 
women, over Youngman's ob­
jections and reportedly with­
out consulting the board. 

As last year's president, 
Manlove was within his rights 
to unilaterally fire the women, 
in one of his last acts as head 
of the board. 

But he now says he doesn't 
want to discuss the decision. 

"I'm no longer the presi­
dent, so I think I shouldn't 
comment," said Manlove. "I 
don't think it's right for me to 
say anything, since I'm no 
longer officially connected ·. 
with the library. " 

The board's current presi­
dent, Elizabeth Liston, like­
wise declined comment. 

Manlove added that the 
move was "a board decision," 
and said he wanted to avoid 
airing the debate in the 
media. 

more than $1,000 raised. 
Despite that, however, 

Youngman maintains that he 
welcomes the help of vol­
unteers like Freeman and El­
ton. 

"If they would come back, 
I'd take them back in a min­
ute," he said. 
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'' Wlzy should a 
Sun City 

organization 
assist in t-aising 
charitable funds 
for a Montana 
corporation? 

CHUCK 
CHADBOURN 

LEGAL AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN, 

RECREATION 
CENTERS 

OF SUN CITY 

e 36- ear-old Sun City Library has 100,000_ books and 
~~anche~, at the Bell (above) and Fairway recreation centers. 

Charles KrejcsVThe Arizona Republic 

videos and 20,000 patrons at its two 

Library funds deal questioned 
By Lori Baker 
The Arizona Republic . . d ~ 

rb ·s wrong to be involved with Yellowstone, a non-pro~t 
' rary '1· that operates a ranch for troubled youths m corpora 1011 

SUN CITY - When the Sun City Library Jome ?r~es 
with a Montana children's ranch to raise money, o!Tlcials 
d·dn't expect a firestorm. . M 1 , The Yellowstone Boys & Girls Foundation agreed m ~r_c i 

Bi\~~~!· efforts of the Sun City Libr~ry's e_mployees an~ 
directors should return to solely operat~ng / ~brnry :~,d s~f d 
operating as a commission agent for t e un -raiser , 
Chadbourn a retired accountant. . . . . 

to a the library S percent of the value of an~u1t1es 
!~(d6 by ~\iowstone to Sun City residents referred by hbrary 

"Additio'nally, why should a Sun City orgam~at,~.~ assist 111 

rait;! rcl~r!~:;,e ~~~fr~:~ ~~~l~~a~fb~~::ra;:~~;,ed Giving 
off~c~:lt~ December 1997, Chuck Chadbo~rn, chairman ~f ; he 
le al affairs committee for the Recreatlon Centers_ o un 
c fty, said he and other committee members beheve the 
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Committee. said that the library was 
looking for ways to raise money and 

+ that_ Yellowstone had a good rep­
utation. 

"Yellowstone Foundation has the 
planned-giving abilities the library 
lacked plus many years of experi­
ence and outstanding integr ity." said 
Olegar, a retired engineer. "This has 
hurt our contributions to the library 
because people are wondering 
what's going on. We want to get this 
cleared up soon." 

The 36-year-old library. which 
doesn ·1 receive any government 
funding, re lies on donations to 
operate. Contributions have been 
dropping in recent years. In 1997, 
the library had an $80,000 defici t 
and had to draw from it~ reserve 
account. 

"We're going to have to close our 
doors in three years if th ings 
cont inue at this rate:· library Direc­
tor Charles Youngman said. " We are 
looking for ways to increase our 
funds.'· 

In recent years. the Ii brary has 
had to cut operation5 by decreasing 
staff, slashing the budget for books 
and materials and reducing the 
number of days it is open. 

Attorneys for the library and the 
recreation centers arc rcvicwi111.t a 
1993 memorandum of u11clersta~1d-

ing between the library and the 
recreation centers to detem1ine 
whether there is a violat ion and 
whether either one could be held 
liable if a Yellowstone customer 
sues. 

'I he library "may conduct fund­
raising events for its own benefit 
but not for other outside benefits in 
RCSC meeting facilities without 
specific permission from the RCSC 
board of directors." the memoran­
dum of understanding says. 

Although the library is a separate 
corporation. it operates in buildings 
owned by the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City at the Bell and Fairway 
recreation centers. The recreation 
centers pay for the buildings' up­
keep and utilities. and the library 
pays for operational costs, including 
salaries, and books and other mate­
rials. 

Randy I louston, a Yellowstone 
foundn tion planned-gins olficer. 
first contacted Sun City Library 
officials about using a room to 
present information about planned 
giving. 

Subsequently. library officials and 
Hou5ton came up with a plan by 
which Yellowstone could help the 
lib,ary misc money. 

To date, the foundation has given 
the library $7,500. There was a 
$5.000 "good will " payment. plus a 
$2,500 payment because a Sun City 

- Please see LIBRARY, Page 4 

woman bought an annuity. However. 
that woman had planned to buy the 
annuity before Yellowstone's agree­
ment with the library started said 
Wes Robbie. Yellowstone Boys & 
Girls Foundation president. in Mon­
tana. 

"Our intentions from the begin­
ning were that this would be a 
win-win situation for Yellowstone 
and the library." Robbie said. " Yel­
lowstone has gotten dragged into a 
dispute between the library and the 
recreation centers that I do not 
understand." 

Chadbourn became concerned in 
November. when Houston distribut­
ed business cards that stated he was 
development director of Sun City 
Library Inc. and listed the Bell and 
Fairway libraries' addresses. He 
later was told by library officials not 
to use those cards. I louston does not 
use library facilities to talk to 
clients. 

Because of the contro,·ersy o,·er 
Yellowstone. Chadbourn ·s proposal 
to have the recreation centers board 

I 

I 

I 
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Library prepares to throw book at scofflaws 
BY JULIA DE SIMONE 
Independent Newspapers the majority are from the Sun Cities. 

Sun City Library officials are prepared to throw the 
book at residents caught stealing and defacing proper-
ty. ' 

"I can understand teen-agers doing this, but (peo­
ple) 55 and older should know better," said Chuck 
Youngman, executive director of the Sun City Library 
Inc. 

Approximately 5,000 publications from the Bell and 
Fairway libra ries' 100,000-volume inventory are 
annually lost, stolen, misplaced, damaged or rendered 
unsuitable for further c irculation due to malicious 
scrawled messages in page margins. In addition some 

Jack Hieronymous, director for the library board, 
agreed. 

"It's a terrible shame and it 's certainly giving Sun 
City a bad name," he said. "It's dreadful." 

snip pictures from pictoria l editions. ' 

Mr. Youngman said they are in the process of com­
pleting inventory and will by March 1998 determine 
the exact number of books missing. Altho ugh residents from Peoria, Glendale and 

Westbrook Village frequent the libraries, officials said 

He said, however, library offi­

cials in the United States estimate 

that 10 percent of a library's book 
collection will have to be replaced 

annually. It costs $27 each for the 
average fiction or non-fiction book. 

Mr. Youngman said recently the 

Merck Manual, which li s ts the 

diagnoses for various illnesses, was 
stolen. He said it is used extensive­

ly by residents. 
"Somebody walked out with it. ... 

I could cry," Mr. Youngman said. 

Nancy Danielson, coordinator of 
volunteers at Bell Library, said 

rec ently a libq1ry user reported 
another patron stealing a magazine, 
hiding it under their coat and walk­

ing outs ide with it. He then con­
fronted the alleged criminal, who 
denied any wrongdoing. 

"It 's rather depressing ... that 

pe ople wouldn't be honest with 
us," said Mr. Hieronymous. "We 

pretty much have to rely on peo­
ple's basic honesty, and sometimes, 
they fail us in that respect." 

Although the ·library user was 

able to write down the resident's 
driver's license number and the 
Sheriff's Department was contact­

ed, both officials decided not to 

prosecute due to the value of the 

magazine. Mrs. Donielson said it 
cost about $3. 

However, she said neither library 

officials nor the Sheriff ' s 

Department are condoning theft. 
Mrs. Danielson said they have 

placed a sign on the magazine rack 

that states a particular magazine is 

no longer available due to a theft 
reported to the Sheriff's 

Department. Mr. Youngman added 
that they arc planning on stationing 
a volunteer near the magazines to 

better monitor the area. 

He added that stealing and defac­

ing public property is considered a 
misdemeanor in Arizona. 

Although Mr. Youngman said 
they haven't prosecuted anyone 

because "we can't catch them" they 

won ' t think twice about it. 
"Absolutely, we would stop them 

from doing it," he said. 
Mr. Youngman said he believes if 

they had a security system m place, 

they wouldn ' t be encountering 

problems with books being stolen. 
Lack of funding is holding them 

back from implementing a security 
system at both libraries, similar to 
the one found at the Glendale 
Public Library. 

Mr. Hieronymous said he would 
hate for them to go that route just 

because he believes it would be an 
"embarrassment" to the communi­
ty. 

"Most of the Sun Citians are 

good citizens," he said. 

Defacing property is another 
embarrassment facing the library. 

Mr. Hieronymous said some 

library-card holders consider them­

selves "self-righteous censors." 
He said they are offended by 

See ■ BOOKS, Page 9 

four-letter words in books or pic­

tures not deemed appropriate for 

their eyes, so they remove them. 

Mr. Youngman said examples 
include scratching out or underlin­

ing words with an ink pen and writ­
ing comments up to a paragraph 

long in the margins of the books. 

"It happens quite a bit," he said. 

"It 's absolutely censorship. They 

don' t want the books on the shelf." 

He said defaced books are sold at 

the library's thrice-annual book 

sales. If the book is used often, 

library officials will order a new 

one. 
However, Mr. Youngman said 

they are not permitted to write off 

any books for tax purposes due to 

their non-profit status. 
Mr. Youngman said residents also 

will mark up the original crossword · 

puzzles, especially those found in 
the New York Times. 

"They fill (them) out and nobody 
can use them," he said. 

Although Mr. Youngman said 

they have made copies of the puz­
zles, library users are still writing 
on the originals. 

Library officials encourage 
library users to continue reporting 

incidents of patrons stealing or 

defacing property to them. 

Mrs. Danielson said the library 
patron who made officials aware of 

the patron stealing the magazine 

should be commended. 

..:'He.reallv followed throu~h and 

felt like this isn't something that 

should go on," she said. 

Mr. Youngman also encourage~ 
residents to continue contributing to 
the library 's collection to help make 

up for the lost, stolen and destroyed 

books. The libraries are always in 

need of books in. good condition. 
especially on gardening, psycholo 
gy and best sellers, he noted. Al 

donations are tax-deductible. 

"That 's one of the nice thing 

about Sun City - the people reall: 
contribute some nice books," Mr 
Youngman said. 



Juestions arise over SC Library's fund-raising 
~CSC director asks: Were funds solicited on Rec Centers property? 
Y JULIA DE SIMONE 
,dependent Newspapers 

The Sun City Library Inc. could 
: in violation of a 1993 agreement 
ith the Recreation Centers of Sun 

' ity, accordi ng to Chuck 
' hadbourn. a Recreati on Centers 
irector and form er liaison to the 

library. 
Mr. Chadbourn is concerned that 

a fund-raising agreement between 
the library and the Ye llow s to ne 
Foundation violate~ the pact with the 
Recreati ons Centers and could 
potentially place the Recreat ion 
Center·s in a position of liability. 

Yellowstone and the library have 

been involved in a campaign to gen­
erate funds for the financially-trou­
bl ed library s ince 1994, with the 
library receiving a commission from 
the Foundation's sale of annuities. 

"They're raising money for some­
thing other than the library and using 
library (facilities) and collecting a 
commission," Mr. Chadbourn said. 

The statement of relationship 
between the two groups a ll ows 
library officials to conduct fund-rais­
ing events for its own benefit but not 
for outside agencies in the center's 
meeting facilities without specific 
permission from the Rec Centers 

board of directors. 
The Rec Centers own the build­

ings that house the Bell ·and 
Fairway libraries. It provides the 
upkeep and maintenance for the 
buildings, including utilities. The 
libraries and recreation centers are 
separate corporations. 

The libraries are responsible for 
the remaining financial responsibil­
ities, which includes the every day 
operational expenses of the facility. 
Recreation dues do not pay for 
library services. · 

Library officials have been con­
ducting business with the 
Yellowstone Boys and Girls Ranch 
Foundation's planned-giving pro­
grams since 1994 in an effort to 
rai se needed fund s, said Peter 
Olegar, vice president of the Sun 
City Library and chairman of the 
planned Giving Community. 

He said the foundation - whose 
main operation is running a 
Billings, Mont., treatment center for 
boys and girls with emotional and 
learning disabilities between the 
ages of 6 and 18 - is also a non­
profit 501-c 3 corporation, operat­
ing under the rules and regulations 
of the Internal Revenue Service. 
Randy Huston is the local represen­
tative for the 40-year-old founda-

Chuck 
Chadbourn, 
Rec Centers 
director, has 

concerns with 
the SC 

Library's 
plans to raise 
funds via an 

outside agen-

tion. 
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According to Gary Hickle, vice 
president of finance for the 
Yellowstone Foundation, the foun­
dation uses various programs to 
raise money for the support of the 
treatment center. 

The foundation is marketing gift 
annui ties in Sun City and has 
agreed to give 5 percent of each 
annuity sold back to the library. 

Charles Youngman, executive 
director for the library, said a thor­
ough investigation .was conducted 
prior to the two groups joining 
forces. 

Mr. Olegar said they and founda­
tion officials signed a legal docu­
ment agreeing to the mutual bene­
fits of the planned giving programs. 

"These people are top drawer .... 
They' re really the ones helping," he 
said. 

According to the agreement, 5 
percent of the purchase value of the 
annuity would go directly to the 
library. 

Charles Youngman, executive 
director for the library, said the 
library has received $7,500 in cash 
from the foundation within a three­
year span. 

Mr. Olegar said $5,000 of that 
money was seed money to help the 

library establish its own library 
memofial program, which is a gift 
in memory of a departed loved one 
or friend. 

Mr. Chadbourn said he's not 
questioning the Yellow stone 
Foundation but its relationship with 
the Sun City Library, which he 
deems "inappropriate" because of 
the 1993 agreement. 

Mr. Chadbourn also served as 
library liaison to the committee for 
the last three years. Jim Matise, a 
newly elected Recreation Centers ' 
director is the new liaison to the 
board. 

In addition, to what he feels is 
inappropriate use of 'Rec Centers 
facilities, Mr. Chadbourn contends 
that Mr. Huston handed out busi­
ness cards with the addresses of 
both libraries listed, giving the 
appearance that he was representing 
the library corporation. 

Mr, Youngman said Mr. Pritchett 
contacted him via letter and phone 
about both the business cards and 
using library facilities to conduct 
business, and it was promptly dis­
continued. 

He said Mr. Huston was instruct­
ed to not distribute cards or sell 
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annuities on the library premises. 
He said Mr. Huston now conducts 
business downtown or makes trips 
to the homes of Sun City residents 
who request his service. 

"I don' t think we even thought 
of them conducting business on the 
premise,'' Mr. Youngman said. "If 
we are in violation. it was not done 
intenti onally. We don 't want 10 

insult the recreation board." 
Don Pritchett, president for the 

Recreation Centers, said he doesn't 
know if the library is in violation 
of the agreement because he hasn't 
looked into all the details. 

Mr. Pritchett said the Recreation 
Centers' attorney would look into 
the agreement next week. 

Mr. Chadbourn said in the event 
of lawsuits by customers of these 
fund -ra is ing endeavors, the 
library's insurance would not cover 
either the library or its officers and 
directors. 

Mr. Olegar said the Yellowstone 
Foundat ion has its own liability 
insurance. 

Mr. Hickle said contracts pre­
pared by Mr. Huston are between 
the donor and the foundation. 

"The library is not liable," he 
said. 

Mr. Hickle said although the 
library could be named in a poten­

, tial suit "it would be a far stretch." 
; He added that the foundation was 
: formed 40 years ago and has never 
· been sued. 

Mr. Youngman added they are 
currently checking the libraries' 
insurance policy, which is up to 

renewal April 1. 
He said they will make certain if 

they are faced wi th a predicament 
Mr. Chadbourn paints, they are not 

lia bl e. He said if they are, then 
"Good-bye Yellowstone." 

Mr. Youngman said. however, 
library offic ia ls wi ll continue 
accepting the 5 percent commission 
if an annuity is sold to a Sun City 
client they refer to Mr. Huston. 

"I don' t want to poke the recre­
ation center with the stick (but) if 
we ' re not doing anything illegal, 
I'm not going to stop,'' he said. "If 
he (Mr. Huston) goes out to their 
(the potential cl ient 's) home, and 
we get 5 percent, is that conducting 
business (on Rec Centers proper­
ty)?" 

Mr. Olegar agreed, adding that 
Ii brary offic ials wi II seek legal 
opinion. 

"We don ' t believe we' re in con­
fli c t w ith anyone . . . . " They 
(Recreation Cente rs' o ffi c ials) 

haven ' t sa.id this is the way you 
ought to do it," he said. 

Both officials said the libraries 
are in dire financial straits and 
going this route was one attempt to 
raise money for the facilities. 

"Where do we go for financial 
help?" Mr. Olegar asked. "It 's a 
(difficult ) problem - we ' re not 
only bleeding, we' re hemorrhag­
ing." 

Mr. Youngman said they just 
ended 1997 with a $91,000 deficit 
for both libraries, pulling money 
from a reserved fund to pay for it. 
He said the library has more than 
$200,000 in reserves. 

"I feel , honest to God, if we 
don ' t quit (pulling money from the 
reserves), we' ll be out of business 
in three years,'' he said. 

Mr. Youngman recently made a 

reco mmendation at the Jan. 22 
board meeting to cut the positions 
of three part-time employees, start­
ing in March. 

He calculates it will save the 
library $35,848 - which includes 
m edi cal insurance, retireme nt 
funds and other expenses in addi­
tion to the employees' salaries. 

Mr. Olegar said if the library 
closed, there's no doubt it would be 
a loss to the community. 

"You mean to tell me a town of 
45 ,000, and it doesn ' t have a 
library?" he asked. 

Mr. Youngman agreed. 
"We all need to work together," 

he said. 
"I think we' re a vital part of Sun 

City and for us to be fighting about 
this is counterproductive to every­
one." 
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SC Library, rec centers clash over funding 
In vetoing the move; however, rec- Not all recreation directors were By DAVID MILLER 

Staff writer 

The Sun City Library has re­
scinded its offer to place a director 
of the Recreation ·Centers of Sun City 
on its voting board. 

This follows the recreation cen­
ters' refusal to donate $42,000 to the 
library, which has been hurt .by fall­
ing contributions. The library may 
now seek further cuts in staff, books 
and supplies. 

The library board's new president, 
Elizabeth Liston, said the decision 
not to offer a seat to the recreation 
centers ·came in response to that 
board's refusal to donate money. 

"The (library) board · agreed that 
since we're not going to be having a 
closer relationship, we're not going 
to set up a voting seat," Liston said. 

'The recreation centers have voted on -this, and we have no 
plans to reopen the proposition at the present time.' 

Neither do library directors plan 
to further solicit donations from the 
recreation board, at least for now. 

"The recreation centers have voted 
on this, and we have no plans to 
reopen the proposition at the pre­
sent time," she said. 

Liston, who became president of 
the library board this month, also 
took aim at critics of library man­
agement. 

"Some of the criticism has been 
grossly unfair," she said this week. 
"They didn't have the facts, and 
their conclusions were not true." 

In its final meeting of 1997, the 
recreation centers board of directors 

Elizabeth Liston 
Library board president 

voted down a motion that would have 
granted $42,000 to the struggling 
community library. 

In casting their votes, some direc­
tors said they felt the library should 
improve the way it manages funds 
before receiving aid. . 

"From the information I've gotten 
thus far the library has been mis­
managed," said Bud Moriarty, vice 
president . of the centers' board: 
Others cited the library's large bud­
get deficit in vetoing the move. 

The library's 1997 deficit stands at 
roughly $40,000, said library Director 
Charles Youngman. 

reation directors were not just voic- against donating the money, bow-
ing their own opinions. ever. 

According to a report by an inter- Don Pritchett, board president, 
nal auditor enlisted by the recrea- was disappointed that the motion 
tion centers to examine library fi- didn't pass, and said time will help 
nances, "it is virtually impossible to mend the relationship between the 
do an audit of the library issuing a two organizations. 
favorable report" "The best thing is to let things cool 

The report, obtained by the Daily down," Pritchett said. 
News-Sun, cites an "inadequacy of 
records," an "improper computer 
record ... and a budget that does not 
reflect details in figures or narrative 
form." · · 

These shortcomings "all point to a 
need to revamp the (library's) ac­
counting system as it presently 
stands," the report said. 

Efforts have been taken since the 
audit to redesign library accounting 
and computer systems, said Liston. 

In the meantime, however, some 
library staff may be cut - already 
one part-timer has been let go - and 
popular magazine subscriptions may 
have to be canceled, said Youngman. 

Also, the library's plan tq reopen 
Wednesdays has been temporarily 
shelved. 

"We've shifted around some staff, 
and we're going to see what we can 
do to conserve money," said 
Youngman. 



Sun City Library Opens Doors 
Homebound/Visually Impaired 

for the 
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T he Sun City Library has initiated a program 
designed to enrich the lives of the visually 
impaired and the homebound populace 
w1ch cht many joys that come from reading 

a good book or watching a grec1t 
video. the Americc1ns wi th Disc1bilities 
Act makes possible the delivery of 
librnry mc1teric1ls, postc1ge free to 
pc1trons who hc1ve limited mobility or 
are home-bound. A grant from the 
Library Services and Construction Act 
provided the initial funding for this 
service. The Sun City B-4-0 Lions Club 
donated the money fo r durable zip­
closing nylon bags used to transport 
the books and cassettes through the 
mail. 

reader has three weeks to enjoy the books. To recei\'e 
videos, an information fo rm is filled out by patron 
and a list of available videos is supplied by the 
library; there are currently 73 videos set aside for 

To receive books, a patron fills out a 
name and address Cct rd , and chooses 
the type of reading prefered. Over 
-l,300 books in large print are housed 
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_.8 in the Sun City Library, just wa1t1ng to be read. 
j When the ca rd is returned to the library, two books, 

a customized catalog containing the selected read-
~ ing categories, and a selection form for the next 

ordL•r are shipped out in a nylon mailer bag. The 
µ.. 
> 
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this program, ranging from old classics such 
as SINGING IN THE RAI to newer releases 
like APOLLO 13 and JURASSIC PARK. 
Check out time for videos is 10 days. 
Delivery both ways is free and hassle-free. 
The patron simply places the library materi­
als back into the nylon bag, turns the address 
ca rd around in the pocket on the bc1g to show 
the library's address, and places the bag for 
pickup by a postc1 l carrier. 
Pc1rticipants in the program order frequently 

and express their appreciation for this ser­
vice. One person compared it to Christn,as­
receiving a package in the mail with c1 "gift" 
inside. The service has been eagerly wel­
comed c1nd the number of people served is 
stead ily increasing. If you or someone you 

know could use this service, please enll the Sun City 
Bell Library nt 974-2560 and ask for Homebound 
Services Representative. 
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Subsidy 
proposed 
to save 
library 
By DAVID MILLER 
Staff writer 

A new chapter may be 
added to the story of the 
struggling Sun City Library. 

A member of the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City board is 
proposing that the board sub­
s idize the library, to the tune 
of $160,000 a year. 

Other board members, 
however, are willing to re­

·-- search the issue but _don't . 
·· want to write a check just yet. 
, Still, any help would be a 

' ~·boon to the library, which has 
, fallen on hard .times in recent 

months. 
Board Director Chuck 

Chadbourn, who broached the 
subject at a board study. ses­
·sion Monday, said the library 
is about $97,000 in debt. And 
whi le it holds some $360,000 
in financial reserves, that 
money won 't keep the center 
afloat if business continues to 
spiral. · ': ' .. · ' I •. ' :; " i , ,: 

"The time has come to do 
something," said Chadbourn. 

Library officials have called 
this the worst year ever for 
donations . . Staff members 
were . laid •off and library 
hours shortened this summer. ' 

While the library collects a 
recently instituted $15 user 
card fee, ·it relies heavily on 
donations. Paradoxically, after 
the fee was established last 
year, many people stopped 
making donations. 

"(The fee) was both a plus 
and a minus," said Assistant 
Director Ann Kinzer recently. 
"It was fair for everyone, but 
it hasn't generated income 
like we'd hoped it would." 

Library Director Charles · 
Youngman said he was awa.re·; 
of Chadbourn's proposal but 
couldn't comment. 

"We're discussing · it with', 
them, but it's really under 
wraps," he said, adding that a 
meeting with' the -'-board is, 
slated for Thursday. · 

► See Board agrees, AS 

Tuesday, Sept. 2~: .· 1997 ,, Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz . 
. . · ... . '. ' 

---, . --·--- - -- ---

Board agrees. to review 
library. funding options . 
◄ From A 1 chett. · 

Chadbourn said that as part 
of his plan the _ board would 
subsidize the library in ex­
change for library board input 
and an annual financial audit. 

He added that the money 
would be well spent on the 
library's many features, in­
cluding its homebound book 
service, video collection and 
much-used Internet computer 
link. ' 

Other .board members 
agreed to look into funding 
the library, but requested 
more information. 

"We need to talk with them 
about · certain items," · said 
board President Don Prit-

While the recreation centers 
own library buildings and pay 
its utilities, no other money is 
funneled in by the Sun City 
governing board. 

Library officials have con­
sidered other funding plans, 
but are hesitant about turning 
the ·center into a full-fledged 
community library - com­
plete with gt?vernment funding 
- because of its unique pa­
tronage. 

By taking state money the 
library would be obligat~d to 
expand, for example, its ref­
erence section. But Sun Citi­
ans are very particular about 
the kinds of books they thumb 
through, Kinzer said. 
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Rec centers have obligation to fund library 
By WILMA (PINKIE) WITT 

My, such a liberal offer to our 
library with our money! The re are a 
few facts that 
everyone should 
know, especially the 
board members of 
the Recre ation Cen­
ters of Sun City. 

On May 24, 1976, 
De l Webb Corp. 
deede d the Be ll 
Recre ation Center 
complex of 26 acres 
with its buildings, 

MY 
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sports complexes, craft shops, social 
hall, swimming pool, parking lot, etc. 
to the R ecreation Centers of Sun 
City. 

As soon as the library was in place, 
books from the already existing li­
brary in La keview Recreation Ce nter 
we re move d to the Bell Center Li­
brary. Volunteers were already in 
place and many more volunteers of­
fered the ir services. 

But a library is not like a garage 
sale, a two- or three-day affair. It is a 
large, ongoing operation that needs 
paid worke rs as well as volunteers 
who must be trained to do the 
menial tasks of shelving books as 
they are r eturned, checking the m for 
the condition in which they were 
returne d , repairing them if they can, 
checking for overdue books and 
calling the pe rson who checked out 
the book, dusting books and shelves 
is a neve r e nding job in a library. 

The head librarian is in charge of 
buying books within a small budge t if 

. that budget is depe ndent on just 

dona tions. The re is so much more to 
running a library than meets the eye 
that it shouldn't be neglecte d for 
lack of funding. 

About two years ago, when the li­
brary was desperately begging for 
money in its annual drive, we found 
to our dismay that the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City was not fulfilling 
its obligation of funding the libra ry 
except to pay the utilities a nd d o the 
janitorial mainte n ance. 

At that time, many of our frie nds 
and ne ighbors we re as surprised as 
we we r e to find that the recreation 
ce nte rs had abrogated its respons i­
bility to include the libraries in its 
budget All who moved to Sun City 
were given to unde rstand that the 
library was free to all who he ld a 
recreation card and that there was a 
fee charged only for bowling a nd 
golf. 

We were encouraged to circulate 
an informal pe tition that read as 
follows: "We the undersigned a d­
amantly oppose the proposed c ha rge 
of $15, for a library card. This is not 
the way to solve the present fina n­
cial crisis whe n the Recreation Cen­
te rs of Sun City s hould shoulde r its 
responsibility of supporting the li­
brary in time of need. Our libra ry is 
the. showcase of Sun City and a cen­
ter of culture. Newcomers e xpect a 
free library whe n they pay the ir 
yearly dues. It was understood whe n 
we came here that only two ac­
tivities, bowling a nd golf were not 
free." 

Signe r s were aske d to give thei r 
recrea t ion card numbe r, the ir na me 
and te le phone numbe r. In no time 

we had more tha n 200 na me s without 
making a conce rted e ff6rt to rea ch a 
large group of people. The signers 
we re shocked when they read the 
sta te ment to find that the recreation 
centers was not ta king its responsi­
bility for the library. 

Interesting things came out while 
talking to potential signers. 

In one case the wife signed with­
out hesitation while the husband ar­
gued that he wouldn't sign the pe ti­
tion because it would be cheaper for 
his wife to pay $15 for a library card 
tha n to have the ir dues ra ised (which 
they we re in spite of the "promise" 
not to do so) which would cost the m 
$30. 

Another person said he a lways 
gave $50 to the library a nd never 
used the library. He was now having 
second thoughts about giving a ny­
thing. 

The Recreation Center s of Sun 
City has been less than honest with 
us, the homeowners, who are paying 
our dues for the upkeep of Sun City. 
Sun City is known for its voluntarism 
a nd that is what has made the repu­
ta tion for Sun City - not the recrea­
tion centers. 

They a re charged with the upkeep 
of Sun City and they would r ate an 
" F " from what I know. 

What did the theater fi asco cost? 
First the re was the fu nd-ra iser from 
Tuscon whose fees we re more tha n 
she collected whe n she was dis­
charged. The n, there was the cost of 
the voting to find out what we a ll 
knew from the beginning. But each 
of the board members had to have 

h is or he r claim to "fame" so we got 
Court 8, which we didn't need, nor 
we re we consulted - "we" meaning 
te nnis playe rs and the pro who has 
been in Sun City and the he ad te nnis 
pro for 24 years (and for years be fore 
coming to Sun City was a certifie d 
professiona l). One of the tennis 
p layers was on the standing com­
mittee of e ngineers but was neve r 
consulte d be fore or during con.struc­
tion. It was only after the court was 
finished that one of the players 
noticed that the court was too short 
a nd too na rrow by 2 feet . The pro 
was finally consulted and he pro­
duced the official dimensions of a 
tennis court so the fencing and fe nce 
posts and ligh t posts already set in 
concrete ha d to be torn up in orde r 
to e nlarge the court to the standard 
size. 

That isn 't the only expe nse , s ince 
the re will be quite a pe na lty for not 
getting a pe rmit to build the court in 
the first place and if the recreation 
cente rs don't act soon they will find 
the mselves in court - at our e x­
pense, since we are the Recreation 
Centers of Su n City. 

Although the subject of this le tte r 
is the library, my point in mention­
ing the foregoi ng instance s of spen­
ding is to a lert every me mber of the 
recreation cente rs that we stand to 
lose everyth ing that we came here 
for. 

The re will ce rtainly be a class­
action suit fil ed regarding the pe r­
sona l commu nications syste m tower 
a t Sundia l R ecreation Ce nte r. My 
suggestion is to involve the Sun City 

Home Owners Association and le t 
the m e ngage a lawye r . 

Of course we would all be paying 
the fee but let 's not le t that eyesore 
stand. I wonde r, too, where the 
money we nt that undoubtedly was 
advance re nt. Anothe r source of in­
come which we don't hear about is 
the $300 pe r uni t sold in Sun City. 

In 1996, the real estate board has a 
figure of 1662 units sold and up to 
Aug. 31, 1997, there have been 1,116 
units sold at the transfe r fee of $300. 
And there's more to come as houses 
are selling. In round figures this 
could a mount to $900,000, not count­
ing the new re ntal units being bu.ilt. 

The Recreations Centers of Sun 
City can well afford to fund the li­
bra ry, do a better job on repairs and 
replaceme nts, and by re fusing to pay 
for poor workmans hip a nd fraud in 
landscaping where out of 10 or 12 
sapl ings pla nted along the Boswell 
Boulevard side of Be ll Center five 
were dead when planted . (As of this 
writing they are still the re.) 

If I may, I would like to make one 
more suggestion in this already 
le ngthy a rticle , a nd tha t is that we as 
me mber s of the recreat ion centers 
should de mand a fina ncial state me nt 
and each be give n a copy or have it 
published in our loca l papers. As I 
und erstand it, we ca n ta ke a peek a t 
it but no copying. 

Thank you for liste n ing. I feel very 
strongly that we a re a t the cross­
roads and we could a ll find ours­
leves up the creek without a paddle 
and we have no one to bai l us out. 

The writer is a Sun City resident. 
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Sun City librarian 
enjoys reading 
tales to children 
By TINA SCtlADE 
Staff writer 

Your local librarian was once a 
madam. Well, sort of. 

Jane Grenard, a substitute lib­
rarian at the Sun City Library, has 
been active in local productions for 
years and one of her most memor­
able performances included a part 
as a brothel boss. 

"If I hadn't been a librarian, I 
would've liked to have been an act­
ress," Grenard said. 

Luckily, Grenard has found herself 
in a position where she doesn't have 
to sacrifice one for the other. 

For the last month, she has com­
bined her passion for literature with 
her talent for drama by volunteering 
as a storyteller at the Sun City Li­
brary. 

Grenard first began her story­
telling adventures last spring, after 
she told the library's director about 
an experience she had in college. 

"While I was taking a course in 
colle ge , neighborhood children 
would come over to my front porch 
and I had 15 or 20 children sitting 
around listening to the story," Gren­
ard said. 

The director asked her to tell sto­
ries to the children who were vaca­
tioning in the area. She then was 
asked to do it again in August. 

GregO')' Horris/Doily News-Su· 

Storyteller Jane Grenard of Sun City reads aloud to Chelsea. Brooke and 
her grandmother Ruth Garten (top left) and Valerie Yarema and her 
grandmother Doris Yarmena (at bottom) in thP. Sun City Library 
Saturday. 

Over the years, Grenard has de­
ve loped a keen sense of what her 
audiences appreciate and tries to 
tailor her books to the age of the 
audience. 

"I have selected· books that will fit 
various grades and usually I have 
very young children, so I have pic­
ture story books for them and ad­
venture books for the older chil-

dren," Grenard said. 
She said children usually enjo~ 

stories with which they have had 
some personal experience. 

"Interest varies from child to 
child, but they usually like some­
thing that they've had a personal 
account with. I had a book on vari-

► See Stories delight, A! 
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ous forms of transportation 
and there was a little girl 
there and she had ridden 
horseback with her daddy and 
she was pleased about that," 
Grenard said. 

Grenard likes to tap into her 
acting background to make the 
stories a little more exciting 
for the children. 

"I'm able to project my 
voice and I've been in plays 
and I can dramatize stories," \ 
Grenard said. 

One of her most memorable ; 
parts was in a play called · 
"No, No, A Thousand Times 
No" in which she played a 
madam. 

"I was dressed with lots and 
lots of beads and jewelry and 
black top, a very red skirt with 
great big poppies and blond 
wig and huge hat," Grenard · 
said. 

Though she doesn't dress in 
costume to illustrate stories, 
she keeps to true dramatic 
form by bringing along a prop ! 
or, as she prefers, a special 
guest. 

The children aren't the only 
ones pleased with Grenard's 
storytelling. Grenard receives 
a lot of satisfaction from the 
sessions, which last about an 
hour. 

"I would be happy to think 
the joy of storytelling is seeing 
the children's faces light up. 
That's always fun," she said. 

Grenard, who received her 
bachelor's degree in library 
science from Wayne State 
University in Detroit at the 
age of 50, said she did not 
have a lot of exposure to 
books as a child growing up in 
a rural town, but would do 
anything to feed her insatiable 
appetite for knowledge. 

'' I was born in South Dakota 
and grew up in Canada and 
read all the books I could 
find . We didn't have libraries; 
we had small book shelves in 
a country school I attended," 
she said. 

Grenard continued her in-
' terest in the world of infor­

mation for many years. During 
World War II, she worked as a 
civilian employee and infor­
mation officer and was later 
transferred to the library. 

"I liked it very much, but 
soldiers wanted to read noth­
ing but comic books," Grenard 
said. 

As a seasoned librarian and 
experienced world traveler 
with a flair for drama, Gren­
ard has a wide range of lite r­
ary interests. 

"I like biographies best of 
all, because they're about in­
teresting people and if they're 
interesting enough to have a 
biography written about them, 
I want to read them," she 
said. 

She has read the biogra­
phies of many famous people, 
including Estee Lauder, who 
started producing makeup in 
a barn. She also read about 
Jane Fonda. 

"I didn't like Jane Fonda, 
what she did during the Viet­
nam War and that she was 
taking drugs. Then I read her 
book. Her mother committed 
suicide and she had quite a 
hard life. I changed my views 
about her," Grenard said. 

She continues her desire to 
learn by visiting many coun­
tries throughout the world, · 
including Japan, Austria, In­
dia and England. 

"I'm old in years and young 
at heart.' 
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Library wrestles 
with money woes 
By DAVID MILLER 
Staff writer 

ijH Despite a few calls and one 
patron who asked whe re he 

~ could find the donation jar, 
~ the Sun City Libra ry has re­
H ceived little re lie f for its fi­
...:i nancial troubles. 

And its belt will remain 
rz. tightened, with staff cuts a nd 
> s lashed hours likely until 

Labor Day. 
"I don't think, until we get 

into the fa ll , we'll know 
where we stand," said Ann 
Kinzer , assistant director. 

Until the n the library, with 
branches at Bell a nd Fairway 
Recreation Cente r s, will re­
main closed Wednesd ays. 
Staffers will r e main on 
shorter hours, away from the 
shelves and the incre asingly 
popular Internet access that 
was recently insta lled. 

In Ma rch, the Bell location 
brought in three computer s -
two CD ROM models and one 
plugged into the Inte rnet. And 

while interest in the CDs has 
been lukewarm, everyone 
wants to wade through the 
Web . 

"The Inte rne t has been ex­
tre m e ly popular," Kinzer 
said. 

U nfortunate ly, the library 
can only afford to staff its 
computer room for a few 
hours a day. That is, until 
coffers are counte d this fall 
and d irectors take stock of 
the ir dwindling cash flow. 

The library, a private, non­
profit agency, is seeing its 
worst year for donations. 

Three worke rs have been 
la id off a nd book orde rs cur­
ta ile d because of the lack of 
funds. 

While the library is affil­
ia te d with the Recreation 
Cente rs of Sun City, which 
owns the buildings and pays 
the utilities, no money fun­
ne ls directly to the library. 

De.spite the crisis, that's a 
situation offi cia ls aren 't eager 
to change. 

·•w e re a lly have nothing to 
do with the ir ope rations," 
said Ed McCrea, r ecreation 
cente rs board director. "It's a 
separate organization." 

Board Presid ent Don Prit­
chett, who announced the 
dile mma at a r ece nt board 
meeting, could not be reache d 
for comment. 

But even if a larger group 
were to take the library unde r 
its wing, proble ms would 
pe rsist. 

"That's not what Sun City 
people want," Kinzer said. 
"We serve a unique patron 
group. . .. In order to service 
business people and school 
kids we'd have to e xpand, for 
example, our compute r area 
and r efe rence sources." 

Even thvugh Sun Citians' 
are increasingly logging onto 
compute rs, re fe re nce sele c­
ti ons in the library lea n 
heavily toward medi cal texts. 
And seniors a re n 't writing 
book re ports. 

Steve Chernek/Doily News-Sun 

Helen Short of Sun City looks for a good bo ok at the Sun City Library. She said she uses 
the library's services often. Financial problems hove forced library officials to cut staff and 
decrease hours, at least until Labor Doy. 
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Cha irs dot the new Hoover Wing at 
the Sun C ity Library at Bell Recrea­
t ion Center . The meeting ro o m 
seats 9 0 . 
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Library unveils new meeting hall 
By P. SOLOMON BANDA 
Staff writer . 

The 3,500 square-foot Hoove r Wing addition to the 
Sun City Library i n the Bell R ec reation Center, 16828 N. 
99th Ave., opened for business Friday amid little fan­
fare. 

An official ded ication is months away but t he new 
$214,000 add itio n named after Robert and Ruth Hoove r , 
two longtime pat rons and financial s upporters of the 
library, is ready for meetings. 

And not a m in ute too soon. 
A World War II roundtabl e nearly filled the 90-seat 

room to capacity Friday morning with 70 people on 
ha nd. 

Charles Youngman, executive di-rector of the library, 
sa id the new meeting ha ll is booked so lid from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. t hrough March. 

"We were booked since the middle of December," 
Youngman said, "This shows how badly we neede d 
this." 

Previously, meetings and lectures were presen ted 
before business hours in t he reference area in the north 
end of th e library. 

Additional meetings can now be scheduled either 
before or after t h e library opens because those atte nd-

ing meetings will not have to walk th rough the book 
aisles a nd reference a rea to get the re and can walk in 
through the hall's own secured entrance. 

"They can have meetings in t here u nti l 10 p .m. if they 
wanted to," Youngman added. 

Young man said t he only time slots immedi a te ly 
available are on Saturdays. 

Three to seven compute r r eference a nd work stations 
also will be set u p in an expanded re fe rence section 
where patrons wi li . be ab le to do research on the 
Internet and on two computers de d icate d to bus iness/ 
med ica l and reference. 

P a t rons wil l a lso be able to use computers as word 
processors. 

The a ddition was bui lt on a di rt lot adjacent to the 
library's north wa ll a nd extended into the Del E. Webb 
Memor ia l Garden. Some s hrubs east of the gazebo were 
torn down but the gazebo rema ins unaffecte d . 

T he wing a lso includes a boa rd office. An audio/vis ual 
room hous ing th e library's video a nd audio collecti on 
will take over the s pace of the o ld board office. 

Office space in the new wing will provide the library's 
280 voluntee rs with more s pace in which to receive, 
r ecord , catalog, tag and index the thousands of books, 
magazines, newspapers and videos tha t are bought or 
donated annually. 



Library's delivery 
service lifts spirits 
By P. SOLOMON BANDA 
Staff wr iter 

Ma ny users of th e Sun City Li­
brary's Homebound Se rvice are l ife­
long reade rs who for some reason 
cannot ge t to the library. 

People like Hele na Wildma n. 
E nte rt a i n m e nt options h ave 

dro pped to nearly zero for Wildma n, 
an 87-year-old reti red math teach e r . 

'T m not very much into te le-· 
vis ion," she said. "Most of it is a d s 
and silly stuff." 

Open heart surgery s ix months a go 
meant the e nd of Wildma n's driving 
days. 

Now she must de pe nd on others 
for tr a ns portation, which means sh e 
spends a lot of time alone - reading. 

The library's program ena bles he r 
to read at least five books pe r week 
for recreation, mainly novels. H e r 
favorite authors are Agatha Christie 
and E rle Stanley Gardne r. 

Wildma n is not, however, a lone in 
he r predicament, Charles Young­
man, e xecutive director of the li­
bra ry sa id. 

Befor e starting the program two 
years ago, Youngman conducted a n 
informal census of people who m ight 
need such a service. 

He ta lke d to people at service 
agencies such as Sunshine Service, 
Interfaith Services a nd Mea ls o n 
Wheels. 

Youngman found a n est ima te d 
3,000 to 5,000 homebound people i n 
Sun City. 

And that number is expected to 
grow with the aging of the commu­
nity's r esidents . 

So far, 100 people use the library's 
Homebound Service. P rogram coor­
dina tor Ann Kinzer said she hopes to 
reac h more. She has mailed publ icity 
pamphlets to ministers a nd she 's vi-
sited care cente rs. · 

"Not everybody is associa te d with 
those grou ps," Kinzer said. 

Wildman fou nd out about the pro­
gra m through Woodda le Village a nd" 
she cannot begin to say how much 
she a pprecia tes the service. 

More tha n 4,300 large-print books 
n on-fict i o n , b i og r a ph i es , 

myste ries, roma nce, westerns - are 
available through the progra m, as 
are more than 75 video casse ttes and 
more than 100 a udio cassettes. 

Us ing heavy-duty re usable canvas 
mail bags donated by the B-4-9 Lions 
Club, Kinze r , her assistant Harrie t 
Bela nger, Nancy Fiste r and library 
volunteers drop the books in the 
mail. 

Postage is free under the Ame ri­
cans with Disabilities Act. 

Once Wildma n is done with the 
books, she simply turns the address 
card ove r so the libra ry's address 
shows through the window on the 
bag, a nd leaves the bag with the ir 
selections for the mail carrie r to 
pick up. 

F or info rmation on the Su n City 
Library Homebound Se rvice, call 
974-2569. 

II - IS, r, 
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Helena Wildman reads from a book she received through the Sun C ity 
Library' s Homebound Service. Lorge-print books are delivered to her via 
the mail each week. She uses the service because health problems keep 
her from driving. 
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-----Library 
• expansion 

underway 
Fa.II finish _expected 
for Bell's new wing 
By Barbara Deters t- -- I q ._ 1 /. 
Staff writer 

'd ill h Youngman said he's been work-
SUN CITY - Resi ents soon w ave ing to get funding for the wing for 

more access to books, meeting space and three years. The Hoovers donated 
the Internet. once, but when contributions were 

Construction on the $208,000 Hoover slow in coming, they donated 
W. h B 11 L'b ta ted l t k again, to Youngman's amazement. 

mg at t e e 1 rary s r as wee "Excited - that's not the word. 
and is expected to be completed in We're ecstatic," Youngman said. 
October. · "Thank goodness for the Hoovers. 

It'll be done just in time for the return They're really generous." 
of winter residents, said library patrons, The project will add about 3,500 
who are glad to see the expansion. square feet to the existin~ 10,000-

square-foot library, which was 
"During the winter time, the library is built in 1975 and acts as the main 

full," said Sun City resident Margaret library for the community. 
Figland. The wing will be attached to the 

H B 11 L.b l northwest wall of the existing 
Rose ampton, a e I rary vo un- library. It will include a meeting 

teer, said she's glad the construction is room that seats 82 people, four 
taking place during the slower summer offices for library staff and a 
months "and most of it will be done when reference room. 
we get busy in the fall." The community really needs the 

The biggest contribution to the wing- meeting space, Hampton said. 
"We have so many meetings 

construction fund came from a single Sun - here and we have no place for 
City couple, Bob and Ruth Hoover, who them. It inconveniences ~ople 
didn't want to specify how much they had who come here to use the library 
donated. as well as those of us who are 

trying to look up material for 
"We try to help other people, especially them," Hampton said. 

health and cultural centers. We've been The expansion is a welcome 
very fortunate, I guess, and we want to addition, said Sun City resident 
share with others what we have," Bob Gerald Krulik. 
Hoover said. "People in this .community are 

f h agin& and sometimes the physical 
Other contributions came rom t e activity they can do is limited, and 

Recreation Centers of Sun City Inc. and the library can replace that," he 
about $2,000 in individual contributions, said. 
said Bell Library Director Charles Young- Youngman said more space was 

needed for the computer section. 
man. "Right now, the only thing that's 

computerized is the cataloging of 
books and ~ riodicals. The new 
computers will enable the patrons 
to do research on the Internet." 

In addition, the library will have 
CD-ROMs. One CD-ROM contains 
an entire encyclopedia, which 
helps save shelf space. 

Youngman said the library 
plans to get a Macintosh and four 
or five IBM clones to go in the 
reference room. 

The office space is badly- needed 
for the staff, he said. "We're all 
jammed in a little room in the 
library." 

The wing also will allow for 
space to sort books for the library's 
book sales, which are held three 
times a year. 

The library has received about 
$500 in donations for furnishing 
the new win~, Youngman said. 

But more IS needed. 
"That's where we're going to 

have a problem because we need to 
raise money," he said. "We don't 
get any state, federal or local funds 
for this library. It's a private 
library so we depend upon dona­
tions for surport.' 

The Bel Library has a book 
collection of 105,000 and has 
special collections about Sun City 
and Arizona. It also has an 
extensive selection of books on 
finances and health care, subjects 
that Sun Citians are interested in. 

The library's 280 volunteers 
provide service to the 400,000 Sun 
Citians who visit the library annu­
ally. 
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Booked 
solid 
Sun City Library 
marks 35th year 
By JEANNIE JOHNSON 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY - Thirty-five years ago, 
Maricopa County lent 2,500 books to 
the residents of Sun City. 

These original seeds germinated 
into a full-fledged library with more 
than 90,000 volumes. This year, the 
Sun City Library celebrates its 35th 
annive rsary with 20 of those years 
spent in the Bell Recreation Center. 

The staff and volunteers of the 
library invite the residents of Sun 
City to join in celebrating these an­
nive rsaries with cake, coffee and 
punch on Wednesday In the Bell 
Library, 16828 N. 99th Ave. Door 
prizes will be awarded and 20th an­
niversary coffee mugs will be on 
sale. 

Ruth Mildner, a retired librarian, 
decided a community just wasn't the 
same without a library. She arranged 
for the 2,500 books to be available, 
and dug into her own pockets to buy 
index cards and pencils. 

Mildner was given space in what is 
now Fairway Recreation Center. It 
was open three days a week and all 
the records were kept in shoe boxes. 

Once the word got out, Sun City 
residents flooded their new library 
with book donations. Many people 
found they had no room for all the 
books they toted from their home 
states. 
· Overwhe lmed with books and 
longer library hours, Mildner 
pleaded for help. Dorothy Weber, a 
former Chicago librarian, responded. 

The Friends of tne Library also 
was founded to help raise money and 
serve as volunteers. By 1969, Mildner 
retired and Weber took over. Weber, 
along with several other volunteers, 
helped establish the Sun City • Li- , 
brary as a nonprofit; tax-exempt · 

• ··~ \. IA/ t •• , t 

corporation in 1971. · 

Dally News-Sun, sun City, Artz. Monday, Aprll 8, 1996 

S pace . rapidly became a problem 
for the growing library. In 1972, Del 
Webb Corp., developer of Sun City, 
gave the group 2,500 square feet in 
Lakeview Recreation Center to ex­
pand its services. A paid librarian 
was hired in December 1972 and was 
assisted by 30 voluntee rs. 

Plans for the library at Bell went 
on the drawing board in 1974. It 
would be a separate building with 
10,250 square feet and room for a 
5,400-square-foot expansion. The 
Fairway Library was designated as a 
branch and still exists today. 

On April 10, 1976, the Bell Library 
formally opened. Since that time, it 
has made a tremendous impact . on 
Sun City, sajd Jane Freeman, a 
member of the library board. 

"I don't think any community can 
be without a library," she said. 
"Reading is essential to living. 
Reading is essential to learning·. 
Libraries are a wonderful resource 
for all kinds of reference informa­
tion. I can't think of a community 
without one." 

To ensure continued success for 
the library, the Friends of the Li­
brary is evolving into a more organ­
ized auxiliary to raise funds for the 
nonprofit group. Freeman and Elsie 
Elton have raised more than 
$100,000 during the past 10 years 
through book sales. Chuck Young­
man director of the library, said he 
wouid like to see these women have 
some help in raising money. 
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1 Directors OK--
funding for °'~ 

~.I 

SC library ,,~ 
By JEANNIE JOHNSON 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY - The Recrea­
tion Centers of Sun City Board 
of Directors gave the Sun City 
Library the green light to 
move ahead with its expan­
sion, approving up to $125,000 
for the project. 

supplement the $165,000 
raised by the library. The ex­
pansion includes a large 
meeting room and office 
space. 

"This addition is our job, 
not (the library's) job," Chad­
bourn said. "It's our building 
and it is going to be open to 
use by the recreation center 
members. It will have its own 
entrance and restrooms so 
that it can be used after 

Board member Chuck 
Chadbourn made a motion to 
move the money into the 1996 
capital improvement budget to 

► See Board mulls, A3 

■ From A1 

hours. This is a great addition to Sun 
City - not just the library." 

The seed money for the addition 
came from an anonymous donor. He 
gave $100,000 specifically designated 
for the 3,380-square-foot addition. 

Chadbourn said the architect came 
up with an estimate of $220,240 for 
the addition. This means the recrea­
tion centers most likely won't have to 
chip in the entire $125,000. 

In other board news: 
■ The board will vote on a motion 

to accept an insurance bid from 
Cincinnati Insurance Co. 

The recreation centers received 
bids from three companies. The 
Northbrook Insurance Co., which 
currently covers the centers, came in 
with an auto and umbrella package 
with an annual premium of $220,717. 
Cincinnati came in with a bid of 
$205,245 for an identical package. 

In addition, the board will vote to 
approve a package providing ma­
chinery coverage with The Hartford 

Steam Boiler Inspection and Insur­
ance Co. with an annual premium of 
$13,286. 
■ The board discussed a proposal 

from the Sun City Home Owners As­
sociation to have joint elections in 
December. 

In a letter to Dick Austin, board 
vice president and chairman of the 
elections committee, Erna Maciver 
of the HOA suggested sharing the use 
of the Maricopa County voting ma­
chines for electing members to both 
boards. Maciver wrote that the HOA 
used a mail balloting system to elect 
its members this year. The HOA 
spent a total of $8,157 on postage 
alone. 

The recreation centers saved 
several thousand dollars by switch­
ing to walk-in balloting. The two 
groups would split the cost of the 
election. 
■ The board will vote on a meas­

ure that would prohibit the· use of 
the recreation centers for individual 
businesses. 

This motion was brought to the 

t ble all.er the board receiv~d re- chett receives board approval. 

aorts of private individuals usmg the 
bowling alleys and golf course; t~o 
provide private lessons .. Many o c·ty e 
students 'were from outside Sun I . 

The new board policy would pro­
hibit such activity anywhere on rec-
reation center property. p ·t h tt is 
■ Board member Don n c e 
aking a motion to the board that 

fue recreation centers donate_ $~,oo,o 
to the Arizona Golf Association s 
legislative fund . 

This money will go to the group 
responsible for lobb~ing ~or golf 
courses. Pritchett said this same 
group was able to lower the taxes on 
the golf courses, saving the recrea-
tion centers $44,307. . . 

In addition, this group is acb".ely 
monitoring the state water re~u1re­
ments that will go into_ effect m the 

2000 P ritchett said the recrea-year . . 
tion centers are looking at drainage 

Pritchett said it's been five ye~rs 
since . the last increase in driving 
range fees while the cost <?f ~p~rat­
ing the ranges has steadily risen. 
Driving ranges are expensive to op­
erate, with 30,000 golf balls pur­
chased each year at a cost of . 30 
cents per ball; 111 baskets costmg 
$4.75 a piece; new range tracto~s 
which cost the centers $24,360 this 
year; labor coming in at $65,36~;. ac-

t. g at $l2 640· seed fert1hzer 
COUil In • ' ' . 
and sand cost $21,705; maintenance 
cost $6,400; water c?sts ran $11,460; 
and miscellaneous items cost $500. 
This means the recreation centers 
spent a total of $151,952 to operate 
the ranges. 

Pritchett said he would like_ to see 
the prices of a dozen balls raised to 
75 cents from 50 cents, a small 
bucket would be $1.75 rather than 
$l 25 a medium bucket would be 
raised from $1.85 to $2.25 and a large for recharging the water s~pplY,. eff­

luent water standards and irrigation. 
■ Prices at the driving ranges m?Y 

go up if a motion put forth by Pnt- . 

bucket would cost $3.50, up from 
$2.75. 

- - -
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Petition pans library .fee 
120 Sun City residents sign in protest of $15 charge 
3y JEANNIE JOHNSON 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY - More than 100 resi­
dents have signed a petition to the 
Sun City Library board of directors 
opposing the new fee for library 
::ards. 

brary has faced year after year. The 
Sun City Library is a non-profit or­
ganization which is separate from 
the recreation centers and depends 
entirely on grants, gifts and other 
donations to operate. 

This year's library budget, which 
was approved by the board at its 
January meeting, anticipates operat­
ing expenses totaling $337,321. 

a resident's recreation card is up for 
renewal, said Chuck Youngman, ex­
ecutive director of the library. It is 
being assessed only to those recrea­
tion center members who choose to 
use the library. To date, the library 
has collected $4,455 in fees. 

j. 
,'::. 

'. 

"To start charging $15 is to start 
.aking away from the spirit of Sun 
~ity," said Pinkie Witt, the Sun City 
-esident who began circulating the 
::>etition. "The recreation centers are 
sitting on a pile of money that could 
:::>e used to support the library." 

The $15 fee was initiated to al­
eviate the financial strain the li-

The majority of these expenditures 
come from salaries, materials and 
supplies. The library is housed in 
the recreation centers at no cost, and 
utilities are covered by the Recrea­
tion Centers of Sun City. 

The $15 fee is being assessed when 

Witt said she would like to see the 
recreation board allocate money to 
operate the library. She said with 
more than $3 million in surplus, the 
recreation centers could easily cover 
the costs of operating the library. 

Those signing Witt's petition con­
tend they were promised free access 
to evervthing in the recreation cen-

► See Library faces, AS 

Mollie J. Hoppes/Doily News-Sun 

Helen Short, left, buys her 1996 library cord from Harriet Belanger at 
the Bell Library in Sun City. Library users ore be!ng charged a $15 
annual fee for the first time in the library's history. 

■ From A1 

ters except golf and bowling 
when they moved to the area. 

In addition, Witt said she 
would like to see the residents 
of Sun City give more gifts of 
money and time to the library. 

"There was a lot of money 
collected when the library was 
small and there were more 
volunteers," she said. "Now 
there's a shortfall because the 
cost to operate the library has 
gone up. The cost of period­
icals, newspapers and books 
has all gone up, so it stands to 
reason it's going to cost more 
money to operate the library. 

"We used to have people 
who would give $25 or $50 a 
year to the library, but the 
younger people coming into 

Sun City aren't doing that. 
They don't seem to have the 
feeling about Sun City that us 
older people do." 

Even the names on the pe­
tition clearly showed a lack of 
support for the library, 
Youngman said. 

"Of the 120 people who 
signed the petition, 65 were 
not registered patrons and 
have never used the library," 
he said. "Twenty-one were 
registered, but never donated 
a dime to the library. The 
other 44 were regular users 
and did donate to the library." 

Witt said one of the reasons 
some people declined to sign 
the petition was because they 
thought Youngman was being 
paid between $70,000 and 
$80,000 a year. 

"I wish they were paying me 
that much," Youngman said 
laughing. "I make $35,000 a 
year and am not ashamed to 
say that. This rumor has been 
floating around for a long 
time. If they want to pay me 
that much, that's fine with me, 
but they don't." 

In fact, the wages for the 13 
paid e mployees at both bran­
ches of the Sun City Library 
are low, Youngman said, add­
ing that he has people with 
master's degrees in library 
science earning $6.50 an hour. 

According to the 1996 bud­
get , $192,528 was set aside for 
salaries, $15,402 for federal 
income tax, $1,463 for une­
mployment insurance, $1,000 
for worker's compensation 

and $17,728 for medical ben­
efits. 

Youngman said he worked 
hard on the $337,321 budget to 
find ways to cut back on 
spending. He was able to save 
$3,500 by re-negotiating vari­
ous contracts and leases. He 
also intends to continue the 
mailings started last year to 
let Sun City residents know 
about the library and its 
needs. 

Other goals for i996 include: 
■ Drastic improvements to 

the books for the homebound 
program. 
■ Expanding the reference 

services through the use of 
computers and the Internet. 
■ Some increase in staff 

wages. 
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Sun City Library preserving 

Arizonans' role in WWII 
Inside Brad Melton and Dean Smith. By Charles Kelly 

Th~ Arizona Republic 

Far from where World War II 
was fought - the frozen forests 
of Europe, the beaches of Nor­
mandy and Italy, the sun-seared 
islands of the South Pacific - re­
searchers in Arizona are giving 
voice to the war's veterans before 
time and age remove them for­
ever. 

■ See Page B2 today and each 
day until Memorial Day for 
recollections of World War II 
veterans and homefront workers. 

Educator Thomas Barratt and 
Charles Youngman, executive di­
rector of the Sun City Library, 
came up with the idea of making 
the library a repository for mem­
ories of various wars, particu­
larly World War II. 

In Sun City, library volunteers 
help former service people and 
home-front workers shape their 

memoirs. In Tempe, a dedicated 
amateur has gathered informa­
tion about the war's Hispanic avi­
ators from Arizona. Last year, 
various historians pulled to­
gether Arizona Goes to War: The 
Home Front and the Front Lines 
During World War II, edited by 

With the World War II genera­
tion passing away and many 
veterans living in the Sun City 
area, the two wanted to make 
~ure their stories survived. 

"When I leave, I want future 
generations to come here who 

have no recollection of World 
War II and say, 'Here's some 
prime material, s~me aQiazing 
stuff,' " said Youngman, 67. 

The chance to gather the mate­
rial is fleeting, added Barratt, 76. 

"This is a dying generation," he 
said. "It would be nice if we could 
help people preserve the infor­
mation on what it cost for them to 
have their freedom." 

The effort by the Sun City Li­
brary is already having an impact 

Sec WWII Page 82 

~~ 
■ For information about how to take part in the.Sun 
City Library's veteran history effort, call the library at 
(623) 974-2569. 

■ To take part in the Veterans History'Project in "" 
Washington, D.C., visit www.toc.gov/folklife/vets/ or 
phone l-(202)-707-4916, or the Message Line, 
1-888-371-5848, or the FAX Line, l-(202)!252-2046. 
Or e-mail vohp@loc.gov. Or-write: the Veterans 
History Project, American Folklife Center, Library of 
Congress, 101 Independence Ave., SE, Washington; 
o.c. 20540-4615. "' 



nat iona lly. It has shipped writ­
ten transcr ipts of vete rans in­
terviews (many of the m con­
ducted by Barran ) a nd video­
taped veterans talks to the 
Veterans History Project at 
the Library of Congress in 
Washing ton, D.C. 

Those operat ing the project 
want to use May 29's dedica­
tion of the World War II Memo­
rial in Washington to inspire 
people to submit memoirs, said 
Anne liesa Behrend, p ublic af­
fairs coordinator for the proj­
ect. 

"Arizona's doing great 
wor k," she said. 

The Sun City Library is 
among more than a thousand 
organizations across the coun­
try, including unive rs ities, 
veterans service- groups and 
high school history cla sses, 
that have supplied information 
in the two years the project has 
been act ive, Behrend sa id. 

About 45 interview tran­
scr ipts and 40 videotapes have 
been gather ed by the Sun City 
Library since its effort began 
in 1996 as an offshoot of form­
ing a World War II round-table 
discussion group. 

Tempe histor ian Sm ith, who 
helped edit Arizona Goes to 
War , said the memories are es­
pecially important for this 
sta te, which boomed because 
service people who trained 
here came back to live once the 
war was over. 

"There wa s the old Arizona 
before the war and the new 
Arizona s ince then," Smith 
said . 

And the new Arizona could 
be as fascinating as the old, 
though historians traditionally 
have focused on the "cowboys 
and Indians" themes of pre­
sta tehood Arizona,' Smith sa id. 

The fact that much Arizona 
history is r ela tively unex­
plored opened a door for Tem­
pe res ident Rudolph Vil la r real, 

Mark Henle/The Ari,ona Republic 

Thomas Ba rratt (le ft) and Charles Youngma n chat in front of 
the World War II collection at the Sun City Library and Cul­
tural Ce nter. The two ca me up with the idea for the collection. 

64, a re tired quality-assurance 
engineer . in the aerospace in­
dus try. 

His heritage and interest in 
aircraft Jed him to r esearch the 
stories of Arizona Hispanics 
who served as pilots or on air­
cre ws in World War II. He was 
surprise d to find these men 
numbered about 200. 

He self-publishe d a book, 
Arizona's Hispanic Flyboys, to 
highlight their role in the war, 
whic h he thinks got lost be­
cause so many Arizonans 

served in that conflic t . 
"I don't think they were 

(purposely) over looke d," Vil­
larreal said. "I just think they 
were caught up in the num­
bers." 

Sometimes amateur efforts 
at World War II history, such as 
that of Villarrea l, provide r ich 
material on the war. 

P-38 pilot Claude Murray, a 
Sun City resident who se rved 
in the 7th Photo Recon Group 
in the war, produced a fasc ina t­
ing 67-page self-publishe d 

As Memorial Day approac hes, The A rizona Repubc 
l ie is running recollections of World War II veterans 
and home-front workers in their own words. For au­
dio or video of other veterans' stories, visit 
azcentral.com. 

S 
un City resident Richard Durst, 
who died in J anuary at age 85, 
won the Silve r Star while an offi­
cer in the Army's 5th Infantry Di­
vision. He recalls r eacting to a 

German ambush near Hoscheid, Luxem­
bourg, in which a tech sergeant name d 
J ones was killed by a burst of automatic 
pistol fire. 

"We rushed forward, spra ying the area 
with rifle fire, cursing our would-be kille r 
and cas ting sidelong glances at our dead 
comrade. My reaction to the situation was 
a bit slow. I permitte d the men to take the 
three Germans prisone r, rather than kill­
ing them on the spot . Now I had the oner ­
ous task of deciding what to do with them. 

Richard 
Durst 

On the one hand, I wanted despe rate ly to avenge the death of the 
young former college s tudent who had just saved my life. On the 
other hand, I realized that I would be committing murder, jus t 
like the Germans at Malmedy and scores of other p laces there in 
the Ardennes, if I had them shot after ha ving taken them pris­
oner. Fortunately for the m, I couldn't br ing myself to kill them. I 
did, however, order the German who actually shot Jones to carry 

• his bloody body ail the way back to the batta lion aid station in Lip­
persche id. Having to do so might well make him wish he 'd neve r · 
seen an automatic pis tol." 

- Chartes Kelly 

Source: Veterans History Pro1ect. World War II. Sun Ci ty Library and 
Cultural Center. 

memoir about his experience 
called Flight Boots to Wooden 
Shoes. 

It recounts how M1,1rray, 
now 82, hid from the Nazis for 
seven months in occupied Hol­
land after his plane was shot 
down on Oct. 6, 1944. He posed 
as a deaf-mute Dutch sales­
man. 

"Frankly, it's my war story," 
Murray sa id. " rt's all true, it 's 
all g reat and everybody likes 
it. And it's unusual." 

Murray said a his torian 

helped hi.in with his account, 
and he is grateful for that help. 
Tha t's a comm on reaction 
among World War II veterans 
who finally get to explore and 
record this v ital part of their 
experience, said Youngman: 

"A lot of them say ... 'We're 
glad to know whe n we pass on 
tha t somebody at least will ap­
prec iate wha t we did.' " 

Reac h the reporter at 
charles.kelly@arizonarepublic.com 
or (602) 444-69 36 . 
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Sun City "½ 

Library \'¥/\.°'-

needs aid 
Money woes lead 
to an annual fee 
By Robert Barrett 
Staff writer 

. SUN CITY - To the list of things 
that cost more these days - cars, 
clothes, food - you can add library , 
cards. 

Starting Monday an annual card 
for the Sun City Library will cost $15. 

"We are so short of operating funds 
that we have no choice other than to 
start charging a fee," said Dr. Milton 
Fox, president of the Sun City Library 
Board. 

"Most people don't understand that 
we are strictly a private library and 
all our support in the past has come 
from contributions," Fox said. 

The library, which receives no 
funds from the state, county or federal 
government, opened in Fairway Cen­
ter in 1961 with a loan of about 2,500 
books from Maricopa County. It now 
has 95,000 volumes, 13 employees, 200 
volunteer workers, two locations and 
an annual budget of ·$350,000 to 
$400,000 a year, Fox said. 

There is no way to tell how many of 
the approximately 14,000 people who 
use the library each year will pay the 
fee so they can check out books, Fox 
said. 

"We felt if we could get the $15 
charge from about 4,000 people then 
with that money, plus what we expect 
in contributions, we could put to­
gether an operating budget," Fox said. 

Some residents ate not happy with 
the charge, he said. 

"We've haq some calls and 
letters complaining about the fee," 
Fox said. "But we've also had the 
reverse. In fact, I would say about 
80 percent of the comments about 
the new fee were favorable. Many 

/ people said it was about time we 
. started charging and we feel good 
about that." · 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City, Inc. provides the building, 
electricity and maintenance costs 
for the main library at Betl Center, 
16820 N. 99th Ave., and space for 
the smaller branch library at 
Fairway Center, 10060 W. Peoria 
Ave. 

"But the telephones, the books, 
the furniture, the carpeting and 
the salary we pay to our 13 
employees are paid by the money 
that's contributed each year by the 
residents and some commercial 
people here in Sun City," Fox said. 

In addition to fiction and non­
fiction volumes found at. other 
libraries, patrons have access to an 
extensive medical section. 

"Our medical reference section 
is probably more extensive than 
most public libraries," Fox said. 

In addition to the medical sec­
. tion, the reference area also has an 
extensive collection for people in­
terested in business and investing, 
Fox said. 

The library has started a home­
bound service. Volunteers visit 
those who cannot get to the 
library. They can call and order 
books and videotapes from the 
library. The order is mailed to 
them and returned to the library 

in special envelopes provided by 
the Sun City Lions Clubs. There is 
no cost to the homebound. 

"That has become, very quickly, 
a well-used and very populai 
program and it is expanding all 
the time," Fox said. ~ :~ 

.... \ ,.ll 
There are plans to form a 

foundation that would help r~ 
. ·:J 

funds for the library and organize 
and manage a "Friends of thJ .. -~ 
Library" group, Fox said. · · w 

"If we can do that we can ge1 
away from charges," Fox said'. 
"That's what we're out to do." ·· ; .. ,. 
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SC Library approves charge for user card 
3y CINDY TRACY 
Sun Cities Independent 

Faced with increasing costs and dwin­
Jling revenues, the Sun City Library will 
n 1996 begin charging patrons to use its 
acilities. 

The Library's board of directors voted 
..ist week to begin charging $15 for an 
.nnual library card as of Jan. I, 1996. 
,,1iJton Fox, president of the board, says 
:ie new fee is one of four plans aimed at 
enerating income for the organization. 

Patrons to pay $15 a year to use library, beginning Jan. 1 
The organization, which operates libraries 

at Bell and Fairway recreation centers - also 
plans to sponsor a community fund drjve, 
implement a planned-giving program and ask 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc. for 
additional funds. 

can't miss it." 
Financial stability was a theme for the 

library's Nov. 8 annual meeting. Treasurer 
Mildred Roig presented an accountant's com­
pilation as of Dec. 3 i, 1994. The balance 
sheet showed assets of $429,940 and liabili­
ties of $8,808. Mr. Fox says 14,000 people use the library 

but only 3,900 contributed to the fund drive. After a discussion on whether an accoun­
tant's compilation was necessary and a· vote 
not to use the same accounting firm for 

"So there is a part of the problem," he 
reflected, "and it just slides right out. You 

proposed pledge of $125,000 to 
furnish the rest of the $325,000 

needed. 
And, Ms. Roig said, although the 

library has over $58,000 in invest­
ment funds, there is still a need for 
as much help as possible. 

"So you will still be hearing the 
library needs money," she said._ . 

Mr. Fox said the board's dec1s1on 
to charge the user fee has received 
mostly favorable reaction, but there 

have been some negative calls, too. 
One of the reasons for the library 

card, Mr. Fox said, would be to dis­
tinguish the library as a separate 
facility from the Sun City 

Recreation Centers. 
Mr. Fox said the library was 

grateful for the contribution of 
facilities and other help from the 
Rec Centers, but the library wanted 
people to understand it was 
autonomous from the Rec Centers. 

another report, the board heard Ms. Roig 
elaborate on the library's financial need, a 
need including $12,000 in monthly invest­
ments. 

Ms. R0ig also pointed out there was 
$200,000 in the building fund for the 
library's planned addition. She and subse­
quent speakers expressed their hope that 
the recreation centers board will ratify a 

See ■ LIBRARY, Page 7 
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arking up the right tree 
Researchers discover plenty of surprises in geneaology 

By Robert Barrett 
Staff writer 

YOUNGTOWN - Karen Hahn 
was surprised to learn three of her 
a1?cestor_s were hanged for being 
witches m Salem, Mass., in 1692. 

"I also have ancestors who were 
on the juries and making the 

. accusations about witches," she 
said. 

Hahn, a member of the Sun 
Cities Genealogical Society, 
learned about the witches when 
she began tracing her family tree 
after a great-great-aunt claimed 
the family had a famous ancestor. 

"That's not uncommon," Lor­
raine Menich, administrator of the 
society's library, said last week. 
"You get people who think they 
are descended from George Wash­
ington, and he didn't have any 
children. He did have stepchil­
dren." 

Menich said a lot of people come 
to the library looking for proof 
that they are descended from the 
king of Sweden or a Cherokee 
princess. 

"Everybody's got a Cherokee 
princess in their family," Menich 
said. 

Hahn didn't think there was a 
Cherokee princess in the family, 
but her aunt claimed family mem­
bers came to the "new world" on 
the Mayflower, Hahn said. 

"It didn't take long to disprove 
that," she said with a laugh. 

But the records search of the 
Mayflower and its passengers was 
interesting, Hahn said. While she 
was searching for more informa­
tion about the family, Hahn 
learned of the witches. 

"Genealogy is fun, it brings 
history alive," she said. 

People trying to trace their roots 
do not need to travel back East to 
do research or take a trip to 
Europe, Menich said. Information 
is available in the society's library 
or can be acquired through the 
mail or from other genealogical 
societies. 

The library, 12600 N. 113th 
Ave., Suite 6C, in Youngtown, is 
one of the most complete genealog­
ical libraries in the Southwest, 
Menich said. 

The library's rooms are lined 
with reference books that include 
things such as a list of names of 

-
"Everybody's got 
a Cherokee princess 
in their family." 

Lorraine Menlch 
Administrator of Library, 

Sun Cities 
Genealogical Society 

those who arrived on the May-
' flower; military records showing 

the names of those who served in 
the Revolutionary War, the War of 
1812 and the Indian Wars; the 
1850 census data showing names of 
heads of household; and old county 
and church records from around 
the country. 

"Boston started recording mar­
riages and such in ' 1630," Hahn 
said, holding up a book filled with 
names. 

There also is a lot of Arizona 
information available at the li­
brary, Menich said, such as the 

marriage records of everyone ever 
married in Maricopa County. 

The library also has computers, 
donated by the Mayo Clinic, where 
members can do online searches 
for information. 

Society membership is open to 
everyone, Menich said. It has 
approximately 600 members of all 
ages who live in the northwest 
Valley as well as Wickenburg, 
Prescott and other parts of Phoe­
nix. Dues are $20 a year for an 
individual and $25 a year for a 
family. 

"People are welcome to come 
here to the library and take a class 
to learn how to do the research," 
Menich said. 

Menich teaches a class for 
novices that lasts about two hours 
and costs $4. 

"It teaches you how to get 
started," she said. 

Beginning, intermediate and ad­
vanced classes also are available at 
the library as well as seminars and 
classes for specialized activities 
such as how to analyze census 

IF YOU GO 
SUN CITIES 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
RUMMAGE SALE 

When: Thursday-Saturday, 
7 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Where: 11103 W. Caron 
Court, Sun City. 

Cost: Free admission. 

records and search military and 
immigration records. 

The library is funded by mem­
bership dues and activities such as 
this week's rummage sale, Menich 
said. 

The sale, Thursday through 
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
will be at 11103 W. Caron Court in 

- Sun City. Caron Court is one block 
north of Olive A venue. 

"This is the fifth year we've 
done this, and all the money we 
raise goes toward the building 
fund," said Hahn, the rummage­
sale chairman. "We hope to even­
tually buy our own building for the 
library." 



1 

Suzanne Starr I Staff photographer 
Frequenting the Sun Cities Genealogical Society library are library administrator Lorraine 
Menich (left) and Karen Hahn, chairman of this week's rummage sale that benefits the society. 

I 
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Geneological society wants library 
By MICHAEL P. HEGARTY 
Staff writer 

YOUNGTOWN Fifteen years 
ago, Arlene Cervoni watched Alex 
Haley's "Roots" and began to won­
der about her own ancestors. 

Today, thanks to the resources of 
the Sun Cities Genealogical Society, 
the Sun Citian has been able to trace 
her father's side of the family back 
hundreds of years. Now, she's work­
ing on her mother's roots. 

When she's done with that, "I'll 
continue with something," Cervoni 
said. "You're never done." 

Cervoni is one of a growing num­
ber of people taking advantage of the 
genealogical society's 3,000 reference 
books; genealogical magazines it 
trades with a hundred other groups 
from around the country; birth, 
marriage and death certificates; 
maps; microfiche, microfilm and 
computer systems with genealogical 
records; and the friendly resources 
the genealogical society has to offer 
people · interested in discovering 
their ancestors. 

"When people coine in, they're just 
absolutely amazed at what we have," 
said Lorraine Menich, the genealog­
ical society's librarian. 

In fact, the Sun City volunteer or­
ganization has grown so much, it's 
running out of room to house its 
material in an office building in the 
Valley View Professional building, 
12600 N. 113th Ave., Youngtown. 

Sieve Chernek/Daily News-Sun 

Arlene Cervoni, left, is mernbership chairman of the Sun Cities Genea­
logical Society, and Lorraine Menich is the library administrator. 

The computer room shares its 
space with the mail room. A refrig­
erator stands guard outside the 
restroom. Books, stacked on top of 
bookcases, rub against the ce iling. A 
door doubles as a bulle tin board. 

"We've run out of space," Menich 
said during a tour through the 
cramped four-room office. 

"We' re so crowded ," she added. 
"And we sign up somebody new 
every day." 

So the genealogical s.ociety, organ­
ized in 1972 to "collect,· preserve and 
disseminate information with refer­
ence to genealogical and related 
data," is looking to purchase its own 
home. 

The genealogical society's top 
fund-raiser is its annual rummage 
sale from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 16 
through 18 at 11103 W. Caron Court, 
Sun City. All sorts of donated items 

will be on sale, with proceeds going 
to the library building fund. 

The genealogical society relies on 
donations. Menich has a $400 annual 
book budget, which she said buys her 
four new genealogical books each 
year. The rest of the materials come 
from people who have used the 
books for their own information and 
want to share it with others. 

The genealogical society encour­
ages its member to share their find­
ings in support groups and seminars 
that help them learn how to take the 
known, even something as simple as 
the date of death, and connect it to 
the unknown. 

It takes time, though. 

The Sun Cities is rich with those 
interested in genealogy as many 
senior citizens decide to put their 

. history together. 
"A lot of them are doing it for their 

grandchildren's children," said 
Menich, who began her genealogical 
tracings 10 years ago. "When I first 
got a grandchild, I thought I'd find 
out _about what my grandparents did. 

"It's fascinating once you get into 
it" 

The genealogical society's library 
in its Youngtown office building, 
open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday; 
Thursday and Friday and 9 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, is free to members. 
Non-members are asked to leave a 
monetary donation. -- -
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Out of the red, into the black 
;New plan hopes to boost SC Library revenues 
JU 
r;JY KATHLEEN WINSTEAD 
"Sun Cities Independent 

contribute $20,000 a year toward the library's 
$210,000 annual budget, says Library 
Director Charles Youngman. 

everyone will be permitted to use the 
facilities. 

' In an effort to solve its financial crisis, 
the Sun City Library will open its doors to 
residents of area care centers beginning in 
1994. 

The library will charge neighboring 
residents $25 a year to use the Bell and 
Fairway libraries, a move which could 

Former Sun City residents who have 
moved to care centers in the surrounding area 
say despite their contributions to the library 
over the years, they have been denied access 
to the facilities, Mr. Youngman says. 

"People worry about teen-agers coming in, 
but we're not going to serve anybody under 
55, with the exception of professional 
people," he says. 

If the change proves successful, library 
officials may expand their service base 
further. Although the library will be open to 

residents of neighborhing communities, not 

·Qty and the Sun City Library. 
The agreement says the library 

can institute a guest policy 
provided no Rec Centers member 
'is denied timely services and 
provided no library guest receives 
services which are not available to 
Rec Centers members. 

The agreement also spells out 
, each organiution 's responsibilities. 
· "In previous years, (we) never 
had a written agreement," Mr. 

. Youngman says. 

. "It was verbal. The Rec Centers 
·would furnish the building, the 
· grounds, the maintenance of the 
grounds, parking, gas, electricity, 

water, sewer and traSh removal. We 
had agreed in the past to buy all the 
book stock, staff the library, put 
down carpeting, install interior 
fixtures. 

"So the operating costs were 
assumed by the library and the 
other costs were assumed by the 
Rec Centers." 

Another solution to the library's 
financial woes was considered by 
officials. 

"We have the power and the 
ability here to provide the library 
with funds out of (members ' ) 
assessments, but the board feels it's 
not proper," Rec Centers Board of 

"We're just going to put our toe in the 

Directors President Gerald Unger 
said at an Oct. 27 board meeting. 

Director George Hartman 
believes the library needs to rely 
on the generosity of area residents 
rather than Recreation Centers 
revenue. 

The library is also attempting to 
raise funds by seeking donations 
via a mail campaign to residents, 
Mr. Youngman says. 

Sun City Library services are 
free to Sun City residents and the 
library relies on donations to meet 
its budget 

Library officials are asking 
residents for their input via a 
survey and will hold a town hall 
forum on the topic 1-2 p.m. Nov. 
19 in Bell Recreation Center Social 
Hall 2, 16820 99th Ave., Sun City. 

water and go from there," Mr. Youngman 
says. 

Bell and Fairway libraries are running a 
deficit of $60,000, he says. Library 
officials had considered several options to 
solve the organization's fiscal crisis, 
among them closing the library's doors 
one or two days a week. 

Expanding the service base is a solution 
which came out of a written agreement 
between the Recreation Centers of Sun 

See ■ LIBRARY, Page 7 
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SUN CITY - The Sun City Library 
personnel are surfin ' the net. 

Thanks to a program sponsored by 
the Arizona Department of Libraries, 
Archives and Public Records, library 
staffs statewide are being provided 
with full access to the Internet, a 
world-wide computer network. 

Jim Betz, who is contracted to in­
stall the computer infrastructure, 
said the project evolved from e-mail 
messages between libraries to text­
only Internet access. Now it expands 
to full access. 

This means better access to in­
formation for patrons of the Sun City 
libraries, said Chuck Youngman, 
executive director of the libraries. 

" If we can't find the answer to a 
question, our staff can go on the 
computer and try and find the an­
swer," he said. " It's going to be 
really inte resting to see how far we 
can stretch our capabilities. As far as 
text retrieval is concerned, we're 
able to pull anything out of the 
Phoe nix Library or Glendale Li­
brary." 

Betz is encouraging libraries to of­
fer Internet access to the public 
through th e non -profi t Arizona 
Tel ecommunication Com munity 
Computing organization, known by 
its acronym, AzTeC. This group of-

Library goes on line 

Steve Chernek/Doily News-Sun 

Anne Fratzke, library loan clerk at the Sun City Library, prepares to loan 
a book to another Arizona library. 

fers users with Inte rnet e-mail ac­
cou nts, local and state information, 
forums for discussion and links to 
many national and global resou rces 

a ll at no charge to Arizona reside nts. 
AzTeC me nus can connect to li­

braries with loca l providers so peo­
ple statewide can check out thei r 

resources. Patrons will have current 
data at their fingertips. Towns and 
cities a lso can use AzTeC to keep 
citizens informed about local hap­
penings. 

In addition, AzTeC offers a wide 
range of educational a nd entertain­
ment resources such as: 
■ Medical information. 
■ Access to 53 other U.S. free-nets 

and 28 free-nets worldwide . 

■ E-mail messages to friends, 
families and featured celebrities. 
■ Research informat ion. 
■ Connection to the Weather 

Channel. 
■ Access to Usenet and special 

interest groups. 

"The Internet is becoming an es­
sential resource for information of • 
all types and a medium of commu­
nication amongst people worldwide," 
Betz said. "Libra ries have histori­
cally served the information needs of 
the community and it is only natura l 
that they play a key role in providing 
equality of access to the Internet." 

Whether the patrons of the Sun 
City Libraries will have individual 
access to the Internet is still very 
much up in the a ir. The re are no 
immediate plans for the future, 
Young said. 
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Sun City Library 
plans mobile service 
By KATHLEEN WINSTEAD 
Sun Cities Independent 

Th~ Maricopa County Library 
District· Bookmobile may no 
longe·r be rolling into Sun City, but 
the Sun City Library plans to offer 
residents what may tum out to be 
an even better alternative. 

Prior to the county's announce­
ment that the · Bookmobile would 
no longer visit the Sun City area, 
library officials had applied for 
funding in order to begin a similar 

■ MOBILE 

service , says Administrative 
Assistant Martha Bard. 

"What we're talking about at the 
library is we really want to devel­
op a route to serve residents in Sun 
City," Ms. Bard says. 

"We would make a regular route 
of care centers in the area." 

Library officials would like to 
stop at about 30 locations in the 
Sun City area, among them facili­
ties such as Camelot Manor, 

See ■ MOBl~E, Page 3 

available. 

From Page 1 

Hearthstone, Sun Valley Lodge and 
Wooddale Healthcare Center. 

"We're thinking of serving pri­
marily group home residents who 
don't have the chance to get out," 
says Ms. Bard. 

Library officials estimate the ser­
vice will cost about. $22,000 annu­
ally. About $10,000 would be for a 
driver who would travel to ear-

marked sites two to three days a 
week and $12,000 for an adminis­
trator to oversee the program. 

Ms. Bard says library officials 
have not yet discussed whether the 
service would use a van or automo­
bile. 

Ms. Bard says even if funding 
does not materialize, library offi­
cials will seek other sources of 
funding , perhaps donations from 
local groups, in order to offer such 
a service. 

'Library officials ought to know 
by the end of the year whether 
fundi~g to begin the service will be 

"We' re going to do it one way or 
another," Ms. Bard says. 

------
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Bookmobile puts 
brakes on service 
Eliminates Sun City stop 
By KATitLEEN WINSTEAD 
Sun Cities Independent 

The Maricopa County Library 
District Bookmobile has sl~ 
on its brakes and will no lonier 
serve customers in the Sun Cities. 

The bookmobile has for several 
years paid regular visits to the 
Grand Shopping Center at I 07th 
and Grand avenues in Sun City. As 
of September I, however, that stop 
has been elitnioated in order to 
better serve other areas. 

From September - 1994 to 
February 1995, a 
Bookmobile/Outreach Task Force 
composed of librarians from the 
Maricopa County Library District 
and several other public library 
systems in the Valley met to ana­
lyze and make recommendations 
on how to improve Bookmobile 
service to county residents, 
according to a letter sent to 
Bookmobile patrons by the 
Maricopa County Recreation 
Services Library District, which 
operates the Bookmobile. 

The task force was created by 

'The task force saw it 
wasn't a good use of tax­
payers' money to go to 
places within reach of a 

library. n 

- BARBARA KEEN 
Public Services Administrator 

Maricopa County library District 

the county Board of Supervisors to 
ascenain whether taxpayers were 
getting the ~ .0$t for their monej, 
says Barbara Keen, public services 
administrator for the Maricopa 
County Library District. 

Task force members found that 
many of the existing bookmobile 
service locations were either 
underutilized or were within the 
service areas of current library 
facilities. 

They felt county residents would 
be better served by a Bookmobile 
which emphasized service to niche 
groups of at-risk youth, rural resi-

See ■ BRAKES, Page 3 

■ BRAKES 
dents, the institutionalized physi­
cally disabled and the institutional­
ized or homebound elderly. 

"The task force saw it wasn't a 
good use of taxpayers' money to go 
to places within reach of a library," 

, Ms. Keen says. 
She says the decision to discon­

tinue several current stops was 
based on average monthly circula­

, tion at each stop, the total number 

of patrons served, distance from a 
fixed library facility and type of 
customer service (rural, commuter, 
youth and elderly). 

The Sun City stop was used mod­
erately, Ms. Keen says. In 1993-94, 
the average patron count was 135 a 
month and the average number of 
items checked out per month was 
42. 

At some locations served by the 

Bookmobile, the number of patrons 
per month is as high as 201 and at 
others as low as three. 

Ms. Keen says the library district 
has received only a couple of com­
plaints from area residents angered 
because the Bookmobile is leaving 
Sun City. 

"I think we've had maybe two 
complaints, but once we explained 
the·problem they were fine." 

From Page 1 

Although the Bookmobile will 
no longer stop in Sun City, it will 
stop at two locations in Peoria. 

The Bookmobile will stop I : 15-
2:45 p.m. Sept. 18, Oct. 2, 16 and 
30; Nov. 13 and 27, and Dec. 11 at 
Desert Harbor in Peoria and 10-
11 :30 a.m. the same dates at 
Westbrook Village. 

Fo r more information. call 
Barb ara Keen at 506-2950 or 
Glynn Dunbar at 506-4904. 
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Deja vu: SC Library once 
again struggles for funds 
By KATHLEEN WINSTEAD 
Sun Cities Independent 

The doors to Sun City's two 
libraries could be closed this sum­
mer if the financially beleaguered 
institution does not receive needed 
donations from community resi­
dents. 

And if the Bell and Fairway 
Recreation Center branches do 
remain open, Sun Citians may find 
themselves having to fork over a 
small fee to use the facilities. 

Because the library's financial 
situation "has really gotten worse 

pie who renew their memberships 
declined, but the number of clubs 
donating funds to the ailing institu­
tion has also decreased. 

"Many of the clubs that donated 
to us regularly, we haven't seen 
this year," Dr. Fox says. 

By the end of February 1994, 
clubs had donated more than 
$8,000 to the library. This year that 
figure is down to $500. 

Sponsorships are down by nearly 
$3,000 compared with last year' s · 
figure, as are fees from book 
rentals, used books, the copier and 
guest passes. Whereas the library 
had $22,313 in its coffers last 
February, this past February, the -
most recent month for which fig­
ures are available,. the library had 
less than $13,000. 

The library's annual budget is 
$317,000, which includes 
$100,000 specifically earmarked 
for an expansion to the Bell Center 
branch. By the end of February, the 
library was operating at a $14,310 
deficit. 

Sun City Library services are • 
free to Sun City Rec Center mem­
bers and the library relies on dona­
tions to meet its annual budget. 

Dr. Fox and Executive Director 
Charles Youngman attribute the 
decrease in donations to a miscon­
ception rampant in the community: 
A belief the library is funded by 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City is responsible for the library's 

operating costs, but other costs are 
assumed by library officials. 

in the last few months, ... there's 
never been a fee to use the library, 
but if it keeps going on like this we 
may have to resort to that," says 
Milton Fox, M.D., president of the 
Board of Directors of the Sun City 
Libraries, Inc. 

Last summer proved a slow one 
for the Sun City Library, thrusting 
the institution out of the black and 
into the red. But in November, 
library officials said the financial 
picture looked far brighter thanks 
to an influx of contributions. 

That enthusiasm has dwindled in 

Board members are considering 
reducing the number of books the 
library purchases, including paper­
backs and large typeface books, 

Dr. Fox says. 
The board is investigating sever­

al other options in order to solve 
the organization's fiscal cris is, 
among them closing the facility's 
doors more often. 

recent months as the steady stream 
of contributions enjoyed last fall 
has fallen off considerably during 
the winter and spring. 

"As the year ended last year, we 
had picked up and we were doing 
better. But since the first of the 
year, the gifts and donations have 
really been down," Dr. Fox says. 

Library officials believe the 
combination of several factors has 
plunged the library into the red: 

Not only has the number of peo-

See ■ LIBRARY, Page 3 

If the library were to receive $ I 0 
from each resident in Sun City, "we 
would make it (for the rest of the 
year) and be able to put a little into 
the reserve (fund)," Dr. Fox. 

explains. 

"Another thing that we've had to 
consider is reducing the hours, 

l'tloslrfg".Mond«'ys to cut"bac~l:Jfe~ :tntil a ·te;t ~ a'rs ·igt'~ ·;e .e . ~ 

Between 600 and 800 people use 
the library during hours of opera­
tion. In one day a few weeks ago, a 
record-breaking 956 patrons 
checked out 1,054 books. 

During the Bell Recreation 
Center Fun Fair, 2,500 people visit­
ed the library, Mr. Youngman says. · closed Mondays," Dr. Fox says. 

Although each of the library's 12 

full- and part-time employees is due 
for a raise , Dr. Fox admits a pay 
increase is likely not forthcoming. 

Board members also are investi­

gating the possibility of organizing 
a foundation separate from the 
library's board of directors whose 
members would es tabli sh an 
endowment fund for the library. 

"There's always going to be ups 
apd downs in the economy and giv­
ing. If the library had its own foun­
dation, you'd smooth out the rough 
spots," Dr. Fox says. 

Board members also have dis­
cussed a mass mailing to solicit 
contributions from area residents. 

The library's financial woes not 
only mean uncertainty for library 
officials and patrons but also a halt 

to the Bell Libra rt s ii;npending 
construction project. 

Donations may be ·taken or 
mailed to the Bell Center branch of 
the library, 16828 99th Ave., Sun 
City, Ariz., 8535 l. 

The library has a contribution 
box through which it raises about 
$1,200 a year, Mr. Youngman says. 

"That really doesn't cover 

much," he admits. 
Library patrons who have sug­

gestions on how the facility can 
increase donations or continue to 
operate without additional funds 
may fill out a yellow form at either 
branch of the library. · 
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Library awaits fullds 
Bell site 

crowded as 
I 

usage rises 
By Jeffry Nelson 
Special to Community 

SUN CITY - Plans have been 
unveiled for a 3,380-square-foot expan­
sion at the Bell Library that will help 
serve a growing army of visitors. 

As the community's population has 
aged, the library has drawn more and 
more visitors, said Charles Youngman, 
executive director of the library, 99th 
Avenue and Bell Road. 

Youngman believes that residents 
who are unable to- participate in 
activities such as bowling, tennis and 
shuffleboard any longer because of 
declining health are renewing their 
interest in reading. 

The 20-year-old library serves be­
tween 700 and 900 people per day and 
that has the 10,800-square-foot facility 
stretched to its limits, he said. 

Library staff members often have 
difficulty finding space for books, 
chairs for visitors and work space for 
volunteers and staff, Youngman said. 

Jean Brown, one of 250 volunteers 
at the library, said the expansion isn't 
something the library can continue to 
operate without. "When you have an 
office in the hallway, you need more 
space," she said. 

The answer to the liqrary's space 
problem is a $300,000 expansion to add 
another. 3,380 square feet of floor 
space. 

It will include a 1,224-square-foot 
meeting hall. 468-square-foot refer-

Mark Henle / Staff photographer 
Joe Dansereau reads at the Bell Library. Officials hope to raise $200,00 for a much-needed expansion. 

ence area, 300-square-foot office for 
the library's board of directors, a 
258-square-foot office for Youngman 
and a 171-square-foot area for book 
sales. 

The remaining space will be used 
for additional offices and storage, 
Youngman said. Storage boxes are 

stacked on top o( book shelves and line 
the existing office walls in the library. 

An anonymous donor has provided a 
big boost to the library's campaign by 
offering a check for $100,000. Young­
man and his volunteers are working to 
raise the remaining $200,000. 

"We'll take anything at this point," 

Youngman said. 
Donations are needed because the 

library lacks a huge reserve fund for 
new construction, he said. Operating' 
expenses are covered by an annual 
contribution from the Sun City Com­
munity Fund and other private dona­
tions. 

------- ----~ ------ -



. , . . . . ' 

g1ves·1,nod to 
' ' 

_. library aid 
Agrees to provide up to 
$125,000 for planned 
Bell Library expansion 
By KATHLEEN WINSTEAD ., ~ 
Sun Cities Independent ( ,,. l-., ' -

The Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc. 
Board of Directors has agreed to ass ist the 
ailing Sun City Library and help pay for a 
planned expansion of the Bell Library. 

The bonrcl agreed last week to allocate 
funds in next y~udg~for conslr\Jction 
of an addition to the Bell Center branch. The 
addition, located at the rear of the library, will 
include a large meeting hall able to accom­
modate as many as 82 people, several offices, 
a book sales area, a 616-square-foot reference 
area with computers and two restrooms. 

The addition is expected to cost $225,000, 
says Rec Centers Director Chuck Chadbourn, 
but the library has already received a 
$100,000 gift from an anonymous donor 
specifically earmarked for expansion of the 
Bell Center branch. 

The board ultimately agreed to allocate a 

res idents rather than Recreation 
Centers revenue. The Recreation 
Centers Board of Directors in late 
1993 turned down a reques t for 
$50,000 to help offset losses at the 
Bell and Fairway libraries. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City is responsible for the library's 
building and maintenance costs, but 
operating costs are assumed by 
library officials. 

Current directors feel their action 
may spur community residents to 
lend greater support to the facili ty. 

" I fully support this particular 
motion and I'm sure other contribu­
tion s will be made that wi ll 
decrease the amount of money the 
Recreation Centers will have to 
come up with (for lhe library), " 
says Director Chuck Westerveld. 

maximum of $125,000 for the construction of While directors support library 
what Mr. Chadbourn terms " this desperately officials' efforts to solve their space 
needed addition." constraints, " this is strictly a pro-

The addition, he says, would not only pro- posal for 1996," Board President 
vide much-needed work, office and storage Ed Anderson told audience mem­
space for the library, but also a meeting room bers at an April 27 board meeting. 
available for use by both library patrons and I , Mr. Youngman calls the board's 
members of the Recreation. Centers. decision to allocate funds for an 

Because the 3,570-square-foot addition addition "fantastic." 
will include a meeting hall and restrooms "I really appreciate them giving 
which could be closed off from the remainder us that. Hopefl{Jly next year at this 
of the facility, groups could conceivably meet time you ' 11 be able to see a ~ew 
at the library 24 hours a day, says Library addition," Mr. Youngman says . 

. Executive Director Charles Youngman. The last few years have seen bat-
Some former Rec Centers directors balked tie-weary library officials fight an 

at helping the financially beleaguered institu- , uphill battle to obtain contributions 
· tion, claiming the Recreation Centers has from a variety of sources in order 

already done more than enough to help the I to continue. 
library. . . And although assistance from 
' . , In past years, some directors contended the Rec Centers directors may alleviate 
library ought to rely on the-generosity of area the facility 's cramped quarters, 

- ------
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library officials still need contribu­
tions to keep the doors of both 
branches open. 

Library officials are currently 
considering several opt ions to solve 
the facility's fi scal crisis, among 
them closing the doors o f its two 
branches this summer or closing 
the doors more often, reducing the 
number of books purchased and 
hours of operation, withholding pay 
raises, and organizing a foundation 

separate from the library's board of 
directors whose members would 
e stablish an endowment fund for 
the library. 

Board members also have dis­
cussed a mass mailing to solicit 
contributions from area residents. 
Mr. Youngman says library offi­
cials recently sent out a 6,200-piece 
mailing in the area, to which I 0 
percent of residents have responded 
thus far. 
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Library may close doors to outsiders 
Growing population in SCW'"is overwhelming facility reports the library, which contains 

about 40,000 books, loans about 
25,000 books a month. Last year, 
301,000 books were checked out. By TERI CARNICELLI 

Sun Cities Independent 

Residents of the communities 
surrounding Sun City West may 
soon be denied access to the R.H. 
Johnson Library - library card 
holders or not 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West, Inc. Governing Board 
will vote this month on whether to 
limit the use of the R.H. Johnson 
Library solely to Sun City West 
residents. 

The issue was first discussed by 
:he board during its September 
meeting when Director Jack 

committee. 
Friends of the Library, a non­

profit fund-rais ing arm of the 
library, last month approved a reso-
1 u ti on to cut off all ties to the 
Maricopa County Library District, 
thereby making the R.H. Johnson 
Library a private facility. 

The only assistance the library 
now receives from the county is a 
book loan agreement. 

There are 16,000 active library 
memberships, 600 of which are 
outside Sun City West, she adds. 

The library is currently used by 
residents of Sunflower and Happy 
Trails RV resorts, as well as resi­
dents of Sun Village, Sun City and 
Westbrook Village. 

" It wasn' t really unt il the last 
two years that it's become a prob­
lem," Mr. O'Connor explains. 

Library volunteers and commit­
tee members fear the increasing 
population of Sun City West, cou­
pled with the expected boom in 
Surprise, will place a n undue 

:)'Connor, then-chairman of the While the A.H. Johnson Library is currently used by residents of Sun City, 
~ibrary Committee, brought it to Westbrook Village and Happy Trails and Sunflower R.V. resorts, that may 
:he board as a suggestion from the change drastically after a Jan. 26 Governing Board meeting. 

"The Friends of the Library have 
worked very, very hard and if they 
think it will best serve Sun City 
West to (adopt this resolution) then 
I think we should go along with it," 
says Governing Board Di rector 
Virginia Smith. 

Library Director Marcia Lea 
See ■ LIBRARY, Page 8 

demand on the facility. 
"Our concern is doing the best 

job we can for people in Sun City 
West," Ms. Lea says. 

Library volunteer Agnes Raught 
says, "I never liked the fact that 
people from Sun City can come 
over here and use our library and 
we can' t use their (library). It 's not 
fair." 

Besides, she says, with more than 
16,000 card ho lders, " it 's really 

crowded." 
Ms. Lea concurs. "We open 9 

a.m . Tuesday (after being closed 
Sun.-Mon.) and by l O or I 0:30 a.m. 
it 's so crowded there ' s o ften no 
place to sit." 

Mr. O ' Connor agrees there is 
already an overcrowding problem. 

"The growth is here and they're 
goin g to come here to use the 
library; it is becoming a problem 
now, and it's better to do this now 

when the growth is still at a mini­
mum." 

The resolution before the board is 
to discontinue issuing cards to resi­
dents outside the community begin­
ning Feb. 1. 

The next step would be to sever 
all ties with the County Library 
District the next fiscal year, which 
begins June 30. At that time all 
library cards that belong to non-res­
idents will be invalid. 

Governing Board Director All~n 
Grossman points out that nonre~L, : 
dents will still have access to coun,,., 
ty libraries, such as those located io ~ 
El Mirage and Surprise, and to th~ · 
county bookmobile, although " it '.s-. 
just not as convenient as ours." 

The board will vote on the res0-/ 
lution at its regular meeting, sched,;-' 
uled for 8 a.m. Jan. 26 in the R.H, : 
Johnson Social Hall, 19803 R.H. 
Johnson Blvd. 

- - - ------- -
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$1 0o,000 gift fuels library expansion 
Space crunch at Bell location spurs fund raising 
By JEANNIE JOHNSON 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Now that the Sun 
City Library has moved out of the 
red, supporters are checking out 
opportunities to expand the Bell Li­
brary. 

The non-profit organization ran a 
deficit budget for two years and 
nearly d epleted its reserves to 
maintain services at Bell and Fair­
way Library. With all its funding 
coming from the Sun City Community 
Fund and private donations, the li­
brary appealed to the community for 
help. 

"Thanks to a lot of publicity, we 
are now breaking even," said Rose­
ann Huff, assistant director of the 
Sun City Library. "People responded 
well to our financial crisis, but we 
have an ongoing need." 

One of those needs is space, said 
Chuck Youngman, executive direc­
tor. 

"We are holding three classes a 
week from 8 to 10 a.m. on writing life 

history," he said. "And every Friday, 
we have some sort of special class or 
presentation. We had 128 people in 
here for one meeting last week. We 
had to go find chairs just to seat 
everybody." 

Plans have been drawn for a 3,380-
square-foot addition to the library. A 
$100,000 anonymous donation al­
ready has come in to fund the 
project. 

"I called a Sun City man with my 
idea to expand the library, and he 
anonymously donated $100,000," 
Youngman said. "I wrote a letter to 
one woman asking for $50,000, and 
she sent a check for $500. I thought 
about sending her a bill for the re­
maining $49,500," he added with a 
laugh. 

The seeds of an idea grew from a 
reading garden behind the library to 
a full-fledged expansion. 

"Last summer I thought I'd like to 
have a reading garden," Youngman 
said. "Then we x:an into a space 
problem, and thought I may as well 

-From Al 

go for the whole banana." 
The whole "banana" encompasses 

a 3,380-square-foot addition branch­
ing off the reference section in the 
back of the library. The expansion 
would include a large meeting hall, 
two offices, a director's office, a book 
sales area, a board office and a ref­
erence area. 

Youngman envisions the new ref­
erence area to include computers. 
Users would be able to access In­
ternet as well as get full-text re­
trieval of any magazine article. 

More space also would be good for 
the staff, Youngman said. The library 
employs six full-time employees, 
seven part-time employees and has 
250 volunteers. They are stuffed into 
every nook and cranny in the library, 
sometimes up to three in an office. 

While the library is getting tight on 
book space, it primarily is struggling 
to house all its visitors. Last year, 
143,674 patrons visited the Bell Li­
brary, and 44,854 patrons visited the 
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Fairway Library for a total of 
188,528 visits to the libraries. 

Letters requesting donations 
will be sent to Sun City resi­
dents in the near future. 
Youngman also anticipates 
speaking to several commu­
nity-service organizations. 

Library officials estimate 
that 700 to 900 people a day 
visit the library. These people 
asked 31,140 reference ques­
tions and checked out a total 
of 341,594 items in 1994. Its 
250 volunteers gave 39,729 
hours of their time - more 
than all branches of the 
Phoenix Library system com­
bined, Youngman said. 

"I don't mind asking for 
money," he said. "This town 
has some money, and they are 
very generous in donat ing." 

Donations to the library 
building fund may be sent to 
the Bell Library, 16828 N. 99th 
Ave., Su n City, 85351. 

. . 
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Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun 

Chuck Young man, executive director of the Sun City Library, stands o n 
the land intended for a library expansion. The library has received a 
$100,000 donation to go toward the cost of construction. 


