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LIBRARY 

Sun City books ;now 
available online 

Library Friends 
get web sales 

started 
By Rusty Bradshaw 

INDEPENDENT NRWS.\lF.DIA 

Readers can now purchase 
books from Books Around 
the Corner online. 

The Friends of the Sun 
City Libraries operates 
Books Around the Corner as 
its major fundraising source. 
The used book store is loca!:r 
ed in a room inside the Bell 
branch of the Sun City li­
braries, 16828 N. 99th Ave. 
The Friends board has been 
trying to establish an online 
sales outlet for nearly a yeru~. 
but have run into difficulties. 

But now Books Around 
the Corner books and other 
merchandise is available on 
eBay, according to Tim Gei­
ge1; Friends boru·d member 
and online sales coordinato1: 

"The eBay store is now 
live," he said during the 
group'sNov.9 meeting. ''We 

WHEN YOU SHOP: 

Links to Books Around the Corner shopping and so­
cial media. 

eBay store: https://www.ebay.com/sch/booksa­
roundthecorner/m.html? _nkw=&_armrs=l&_ipg=&_ 
from=&rt=nc&_dmd=2 

Booksto1-e 'Iwitiet-:@BooksAroundtheComerBookstore 
Bookstore Facebook: www.facebook.com/ booksa­

roundthecornerbookstore 
Friends of the Sun City Libral"ies Twitter: @SunCi­

tyLibraryFriends 
Friends Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/sunci­

tylibraryfriends 

have a few things on there 
right now." 

Earlier this year Friends 
board members thought 
they had an outlet with Am­
azon, but that ran into diffi­
culties and getting an online 
store was delayed. But once 
Mr. Geiger turned to eBay 
the online sales were re-es­
tablished. 

''We did have a delay in ge!:r 
tingeBayactivebecausethey 
said we were not approved 
for a lot of sales items,'' Mr. 
Geiger explained. "But I got 

us approved as a nonprof­
it, so now we can have up to 
500 items." 

The Friends eBay store 
has items available for a spe­
cific price or allows an option 
to make an offer; Mr. Geiger 
explained. 

"I'll be working to get m01-e 
items on the site," he added. 

Friends officials will also 
post a link to the store on 
its multiple Facebook pages. 
Rusty Bradshaw can be 
reached at 623·445·2725 or 
rbradshaw@newszap.com. 
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Jennie O'Leary, left, of the Sun City Branch of the Maricopa County Library District and Sue Blechl of the Friends of the 
Sun City Libraries prepare for a free presentations to area clubs and community organizations. [Submitted photo] 

Library friends start 
speakers bureau 

Available to 
explain library, 
group services 
By Rusty Bradshaw 

INDEPENDENTNEWSMEDIA 

Information on Sun City's 
libraries and their support 
group, Friends of the Sun 

• 

Cities Libraries, is now avail­
able in a presentation form 
for communityclubs,groups 
and organizations. 

The Sun City branch­
es of the Maricopa Coun­
ty Library District and the 
Friends of the Sun City Li­
braries are working together 
to provide presentations on 

the library's resources, ser­
vices and volunteer oppor­
tunities available in the area. 
The agencies established a 
speakers bureau to help get 
the word out to residents. 

The new speakers bureau 
will visit local clubs and com­
munity organizations to pro­

» See Llbrary on page 23 I 
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Library 
» From page 23 

vide information and to get 
input on how to better serve 
the community. 

''You will hear about the li­
braries and the friends," said 
Sue Blechl, Friends outreach 
chairwoman. 

The Friends purchased 
special equipment to make 
PowerPoint presentations. 

"Our equipment is small 
- and compact," said Marcia 

Davis, Friends of the Sun 
Cities Libraries board chair­
woman. 

Friends volunteers will use 
an iPad with a mini projec­
tor, a remote and a screen to 
make the presentations, she 
explained. The Friends will 
have at least two representa­
tives at each presentation to 
help operate the equipment 
and be available to answer 

• 

questions, she added. 
"We have one program 

scheduled already and we 
want more," she said 

The program is designed 
to be mutually beneficial, ac­
cording to Ms. Davis. 

"We will provide informa­
tion on the libraries and the 
Friends, and use presenta­
tions as a recruitment for vol­
unteers,'' she said. "But we 
will also be asking each group 
what we can do for them." 

All programs are free and 
,vill be tailored to the specif­
ic group, including topic, for­
mat, time limit and other fac­
tors. Prizes or treats can also 
be included in each p[resenta­
tion, according to Ms. Blechl. 

Contact Ms. Blechl at 623-
972-3409 or sueblechl@ 
gmail.com to schedule a pre­
sentation. 
Rusty Bradshaw can be reached 
at 623-445-2725 or rbradshnw@ 
newszap.com. 
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Friends read to care patients 
Planned 

expansion 
in the fall 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
INDEPENDENTNEWSMIIDIA 

For some, especially those 
with memory issues, reading 
becomes more difficult, but 
the activity still helps keep 
one's mind active. 

Wannamaker, Friends vice 
president and Book Bud­
dy chairman, met with fel­
low Friends board member 
Charlotte Klose to discuss the 
possibilities. The pair then 
met with the three activities 
coordinators at the Wood­
mark, 17207 N. Boswell Blvd., 
to work out details of the pro­
gram offering its services in 
the care center's two memo­
ry care programs. In an effort to help some 

residents in care centers, the 
Friends of the Sun City Li­
braries instituted a program 
in which volunteers read to 
patients to help keep their 
minds stimulated. The Book 
Friends program, which got 
its start earlier this year, will 
see some expansion in the fall, 
according to Friends officials. 

"Now, in June, Book 
Friends has three readers 
working with groups of five 
patients per week," Tom 
Everitt, Friends newslet­
ter editor, stated in the June 
e-publication. "In September, 
we hope to add two more vol­
unteers." 

Friends of the Sun City libraries· new Book Friends program offers care center 
residents a chance to have books read to them. [File photo] 

Planning for the program 
began in January when Judy 

In Books Friends' begin­
ning weeks, Ms. Klose was 
the lone reader. In her first 

30-minute session, she read 
to one patient who listened 
silently and attended every 
subsequent session, accord-

ing to Mr. Everitt. 
"Sadly, a few weeks later, 

she passed away," he stated. 
» See Friends on page 3 

Friends 
»From page2 

"This was Charlotte's in­
troduction to the memory 
care programs ofThe Wood­
mark:' 

Friends readers partici­
pate in the Woodmark's Spe­
cialized Personalized Atten­
tion program designed for 
later stage memory patients. 
The Woodmark also offers 
Monarch Memory Assis­
tance that provides services 

for persons with early stag­
es of memory loss. 

"In the fall, we plan to ini­
tiate a slow expansion of our 
work into Monarch while our 
already trained volunteers 
continue reading sessions 
for the first group:' Mr. Ever­
itt stated. 

Anyone interested in 
volunteering in the Book 
Friends program is encour­
aged to contact Ms. Klose 
through Books Around the 
Corner, 602-651-2014. 

The Friends of the Sun 
City Libraries Board of Di­
rectors will have no meet­
ings during the summer: The 
next board meeting is sched­
uled 9 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 
14 in the Maricopa County 
Library District Bell Branch, 
16828 N. 99th Ave. 
Rusty Bradshaw can be 
reached at 623-445-2725 or 
rbradshaw@newszap.com. 
Continue the discussion at www. 
younvestvalley.com. 
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Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
Flanked by board members Pat Bates, left, and Marcia Davis, Tom Everitt, Friends of the Sun City Libraries board president, presides over his last 
meeting after a six-year run as the group's leader, a run that culminated In Increased usage, donations and nearly all other categories last year. The 
Friends provide financial and other support to Sun City's two Maricopa County Library branches. See story on Page 2. 
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library numbers trending up 
as presfdent steps down 

By Rusty Bradshaw Committee. Roberta Hawk.5worth will take com-
Independent Newspapers mand of that committee. 

F
ends of the Sun City Libraries has a new As his final act, Mr. Everitt presented the board 

eadership. with the annual 2015 report. Using a theme of 
After a successful six-year run as board "Whats Up," he talked about trends being up in 

of directors presiden~ Tom Everitt is stepping nearly all categories, including bookstore sales 
clown from the board. But many other board and volunteer hours. The Frie~ also spent 
faces will remain the same and Mr. Everitt will more on programs than the previous year. 
certainly be no stranger. ' ~Our org~tion is . very. Pll?,Ud of ~ese 

Marcia Davis was elected board president · _achievements, Mr. Eventt said. We believe, 
while Judy \¼nnamaker will serve as vice pres-- however, the best is yet to come." · 
ident and Pat Bates will be the board's new sec- The full annual report will be published in the 
retary. All have been long-standing board mem- Mar~ Spotligh~ inside the Feb. 24 edition of the 
bers, as is Sue Painter who will retain her post as Sun City Independent 
treasurer. Mr. Everitt said he has two potential board 

"It has been a good run, but the time has ~dictates he will provide the board for inter­
come," Mr. Everitt said during the board's Feb. 11 VJews. 
meeting. In keeping the momentum of 2015, sales at · 

Remaining in their posts as chairs of Friends Books Around the- Comer were higher in Jan­
standing committees will be Ms. Painter, Finance; uary than the previous year, according to Mary 
Camilla Kuberka, activities; Judy Wcmnamaker, Ann McDonald, bookstore manager. 
Book Buddies; and Ms. Davis, Web and Records. "We had a really good January," she said. 
Ms. Wcmnamaker will temporarily fill the Board "We sold more than $200 more than we did in 
Development Committee chair, a position previ- January last year." 
ously held by Mr. Everitt While he left the board, Mr. Everitt will con-

The Friends did lose one board member tinue his support of the Friends and the libraries. 
when Jerry \¼k::zak resigned. Elected to the He agreed to serve as writer and editor for the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City Board of Direc- board's publicity efforts. 
tors three months ago, he could not maintain "He will stay involved with the board in many, 
both posts as he chaired the Friends' Publicity many ways," Ms. Davis said. 
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NEW DEAL -. . 

. $6 Sun City hike will buy a lot 
,...C 

at community's 2 libraries 
:s 



keep them watching their 
bottom line, she prefers 
avoiding the cost of a new 
bookorDVD. 

That's why Hoffman felt 
a sigh of relief when she 
learned an agreement be­
tween Maricopa County, 
the Friends of the Sun Cit­
ies Libraries and the Rec­
reation Centers of Sun City 
would keep the communities 
two public hbraries open and 
operating without any cut­
backs. 

''That's reas.suring. I would 
really miss it," she said out­
side the Bell Center branch. 
this week. 

Under the deal, approved 
earlier this year, property 
owners in Sun City will pay 
an additional $6 a year on 
their annual assessments 
charged by RCSC. The in­
crease, which will raise the 
yearly charge from $456 to 
$462, takes effect Feb.1 The 
provision is part of a $19.2 
million budget for calendar 
2015 approved by the RCSC 
Board of Directors Dec.18. 

The hike will offset the los.s 
of $130,000 in annual rent 
charged by the Rec Centers 
to the Maricopa County Li­
brary District for about the 
past five years-since 2009 
for the Bell Center branch 
and 2010 for a second facility 
within Fairway Center. Pri­
or t.o that, Sun City had man­
aged the libraries. 

County Supervisor Clint 
Hickman, who helped bro­
kerthe deal, said the two Sun 
City facilities were the only 
ones out of17 in the MCLD 
system that county taxpay­
ers were subsidizing the 
rent. The District 4 super­
visor, who has been in office 
less than three years, said the 
payments were questioned 
by his colleagues on the five­
member board. 

"It was 'hard for me to 
grasp we were paying rent 
for facilities we weren't pay­
ing rent for in other parts of 
the Valley," he said. 

"I had nice, frank discus­
sions with Rec Board as well 
as Friends. I thought this was 
the best way to go. They 
agreed,"Hlckmansaid of the 
March and April talks. 

Unfortunately, for the Rec 
Centers, Sun City's budget 

Sun City librarian Jennie O'Leary explains use this week of the new Maricopa County Recorder's Office kiosk inside the Bell Center library. [Jeff Grant/Daily News·Sun] 

covers a calendar year time and other items-program­
frame while the county op- ming employee benefits, sup­
erates on a fiscal year cy- plies - paper, pens, copiers, 
cle, meaning someone had etc. - telecommunications, 
to come up with the $65,000 IIbrary equipment mainte­
needed to coverrentafterthe nance and courier service, 
county's fiscal 2014 year end- she added. 
edJune30. Friends agreed t.o The entire county system 
pick up the entire payment. uses couriers t.o deliver ma-

"We were absolutely de- terials unavailable at the Ii­
lighted with the agreement," brary where they are re­
said Tom Everitt of the quested. 
Friends of the Sun City Li- In addition to janit.orial ser­
brary. "Our relationship with vices, Sun City provides all 
county system has))een an maintenance- for example, 
excellent one, as well as with painting lighting and general 
RCSC. Our role is to make repairs at the 13,545-square­
sure library remains oper- foot branch at Bell Center 
ating at a high-quality level and the 4,365-square-foot 
and supports programs the facility at Fairway Center, 
county can't." Kolaczynski said. 

The county will continue The director said the coun-
funding library operations. ty's expenses at each of its 
That includes salaries for a 17 branch libraries are dif­
staff of six full-time andthree ' ferent. "For example, in Li­
part-time employees at Bell tchfieldPark, wepayforjani­
Center and two full-time tors,"shenoted. TheTownof 
and two part-time workers Gilbert pays the entire cost 
at Fairway Center, accord- t.o operate the library there, 
ing to Cindy Kolaczynski, di- which is the Maricopa Coun­
rect.or of the Maricopa Coun- ty system's largest at 60,000 
ty Library District. County square feet and busiest. 
taxpayers also support ma- "Sun City is the only com­
terials - books, CDs, DVDs munity in which we pay 100 

percent of operating costs the Bell Center branch drev 
for:' she said 4,073 people. A total of 16• 

For the current fiscal year, programs took place at Fair 
which ends June 30, the way, attended by 2,582. 
county budgeted $772,025 Recently;newmobileshelv 
for the two Sun City sites - ing was installed at both li 
$534,165 for the Bell Center brarieswhilenewcomputer:: 
branch and $237,860 for the tables and chairs were add 
Fairway branch. ed, all paid for by Friends. 

SunCity'stwolibrariesare "Now all shelving is 01 

among the county system's wheels. It allows you mor( 
top five in terms of borrow- freedom. We're trying to im 
ing and program activity. prove things for senior citi 

Kolaczynski said during · zens:' said Everitt. 
fiscal 2014, 156,893 custom- Jane·Elam of Sun City,, 
erspersonallyvisitedtheBell four-year library user, saic 
Center branch and 108,620 she enjoys the convenienc( 
visited the Fairway branch. of ordering materials fron 

"In addition, there are hercomputerathome. "Ijus 
many customers who virtu- go online with my card, picl 
ally visit t.o download eBooks, out what I want, and get it thi 
audiobooks, magazines, vid- next day. It's perfect." 
eos and music," she added. Neil Carlson is another Sur 
"In FY14, we had 3,353,935 Citian thankful the libraries 
customers visit our web- service has been preserved 
site and over 6 million digi- A part-time resident whc 
tal items available to down- lives in Indiana seven montru 
load" • out of the year, Carlson saic 

The Bell Center branch has he orders materials regular 
-21 computers and 10 iPads ly for pickup. • 
for public use. Fairway has "We're readers, It's ver) 
10 public computers. During convenient. It's a real im­
the fiscal 2014 year, a total portant part of Sun City fo1 
of 431 various programs at us," he said. · 
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Sun City resident Grace Waugh browses the shelves inside the library at Bell Center on Tuesday. [Jeff Grant/Daily News-Sun) 

$6 Sun City hike will buy a lot 
.at community's 2 libraries 
By Jeff Grant 

DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Linda Hoffman eajoysread­
ing, but like most seniors 
whose fixed incomes keep 
them watching their bottom 
line, she prefers avoiding the 
cost of a new book or DVD. 

That's why Hoffman felt a 
sigh of relief when she learned 
an agreement between Mar­
icopa County, the Friends of 
the Sun Cities Libraries and 
the Recreation Centers of 
Sun Citywouldkeepthecom­
munities two public libraries 
open and operating without 
any cutbacks. 

"That's reassuring. I would 
really miss it," she said out­
side the Bell Center branch 
this week. 

Under the deal, approved 

earlier this year, property 
owners in Sun City will pay an 
additional $6 a year on their 
annual assessments charged 
by RCSC. The increase, which 
will raise the yearly charge 
from $456 to $462, takes ef­
fect Feb. 1. The provision is 
part of a $19.2 million budget 
for calendar 2015 approved 
by the RCSC Board of Direc­
tors Dec. 18. 

The hike will offset the loss 
of $130,000 in annual rent 
charged by the Rec Centers 
to the Maricopa County Li­
brary District for about the 
past five years - since 2009 
for the Bell Center branch 
and 2010 for a second facili­
tywithin Fairway Center. Pri­
or to that, Sun City had man­
aged the libraries. 

County Supervisor Clint 
Hickman, who helped bro­
ker the deal, said the two 
Sun City facilities were the 
only ones out of 17 in the 
MCLD system that county 
taxpayers were subsidizing 
the rent TheDistrict4super­
visor, who has been in office 
less than three years, said the 
payments were questioned 
by his colleagues on the five­
member board. 

"It was hard for me to grasp 
we were paying rent for facil­
ities we weren't paying rent 
for in other parts of the Val­
ley," he said. 

"I had nice, frank discus­
sions with Rec Board as well 
as Friends. I thought this was 
the best way to go. They 
agreed," Hickman said of the 

March and April talks. 
Unfortunately, for the Rec 

Centers, Sun City's budget 
covers a calendar year time 
frame-while the county op­
erates on a fiscal year cy­
cle, meaning someone had 
to come up with the $65,000 
needed to cover rent after the 
county's fiscal 2014 year end­
ed June 30. Friends agreed to 
pick up the entire payment. 

"We were absolutely de­
lighted with the agree­
ment," said Tom Everitt of the 
Friends of the Sun City Li­
brary. "Our relationship with 
county system has been an 
excellent one, as well as with 
RCSC. Our role is to make 
sure library remains oper­
ating at a high-quality level 

» See Libraries on page A6 
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way branch. 
Sun City's two libraries are 

» From page Al among the county system's 
and supports programs the top five in terms ofborrowing 
county can't." and program activity. 

Libraries 

The county will continue Kolaczynski said during 
funding library operations. fiscal 2014, 156,893 custom­
That includes salaries for a ers personally visited the Bell 
staffofsixfull-timeandthree Center branch and 108,620 
part-time employees at Bell visited the Fairway branch. 
Center and two full-time "Inaddition, there are many 
and two part-time workers customers who virtuallyvisit 
at Fairway Center, accord- to download eBooks, audio­
ing to Cindy Kolaczynski, di- books, magazines, videos and 
rector of the Maricopa Coun- music,'' she added. "In FY14, 
ty Library District. County we had 3,353,935 customers 
taxpayers also support ma- visit our website and over 6 
terials - books, CDs, DVDs million digital items available 
and other items- program- to download." 
ming employee benefits, sup- The Bell Center branch has 
plies - paper, pens, copiers, 21 computer s and 10 iPads 
etc. - telecommunications, for public use. Fairway has 
library equipment mainte- 10 public computers. Dur­
nance and courier service, ing the fiscal 2014 year, a to­
she added. tal of 431 various programs at 

The entire county system the Bell Center branch drew 
usescourierstodelivermate- 4,073 people. A total of 164 
rials unavailable at the library programs took place at Fair-
where they are requested. way, attended by 2,582. 

In addition to janitorial ser- Recently, new mobile shelv-
vices, Sun City provides all ing was installed at both li­
maintenance - for example, brarieswhile new computers, 
painting lighting and general tables and chairs were added, 
repairs at the 13,545-square- all paid for by Friends. 
foot branch at Bell Center "Now all shelving is on 
and the 4,365-square-foot fa- wheels. It allows you more 
cility at Fairway Center, Ko- freedom. We're trying to im­
laczynski said. prove things for senior citi-

The director said the coun- zens:' said Everitt. 
ty's expenses at each ofits 17 Jane Elam of Sun City, a 
branch libraries are differ- four-year library user, said 
ent. "For example, in Litch- sheenjoystheconvenienceof 
field Park, we pay for jani- ordering materials from her 
tors," she noted. The Town computer at home. "I just go 
of Gilbert pays the entire cost online with my card, pick out 
to operate the hbrary there, what I want, and get it the 
which is the Maricopa Coun- next day. It's perfect." 
ty system's largest at 60,000 Neil Carlson is another Sun 
square feet and busiest. Citian thankful the libraries' 

"Sun City is the only com- servicehasbeenpreserved.A 
munity in which we pay 100 part-time resident who live,s 
percent of operating costs inindianasevenmonthsout 
for," she said. of the year, Carlson said he 

For the current fiscal year, orders materials regularly 
which ends June 30, thecoun- for pickup. 
ty budgeted $772,025 for the · "We're readers, It's very 
twoSunCitysites-$534,165 convenient. It's a real im­
for the Bell Center branch portant part of Sun City for 
and $237,860 for the Fair- us," he said. 



-
..... 

s 
Jf 
d'J 

~ 
=< 

T 

C;; 
J') 
QJ 

I / 

~ 
._I)_ 
' _. 

~ 

~ 

rwestvalley.com 

CONVENIENCE 

Sun City librarian Jennie O'Leary explains use this week of the new Maricopa County Recorder's Office kiosk inside the 
Bell Center library. [Jeff Grant/Daily News-Sun] 

Sun City-library offers 
new service for deeds, 

other data 
By Jeff Grant 

DAILY NEWS-SUN 

. The public can now sub­
mit property deeds, plat 
maps and other official doc­
uments to the Maricopa Re­
corder's Office remotely. 

The Recorder's Office 
will formally open a kiosk 
in the Maricopa County Li­
brary District's main Sun 
City Branch at Bell Center 
in Sun City, 16820 N. 99th 
Ave., Jan. 6, said MCLD Di-· 
rector Cindy Kolaczynski. 

The kiosk is the Record­
er's Office's seventh across 

the Valley, including ex­
isting locations inside the 
Northwest Regional Library 
in Surprise and the White 
Tank Branch Library in 
Waddell. 

"It allows people to record 
documents sitting in the li­
brary instead of traveling 
downtown and battle traf­
fic," said Kolaczynski. 

Located toward the rear 
of the library, the kiosk is 
equipped with a scanner 
and computer with an in­
teractive video link. 

"You touch the screen, an 

email is sent to one of coun­
ty recorder's staff, and they 
come onscreen;" said librari­
an Jennie O'Leary. "You can 
talk to them and tell them 
what you want to do. They 
can see you, and you can 
see them and talk to them. 
They'll walk you through 
whatever you need to do." 

Payment is accepted via 
card reader. The kiosk takes 
VISa or MasterCard. 

For information online, 
visit http://recorder.mar­
icopa.gov/recorder/kiosk. 
aspx 



- ' 

a 
, 

11 facebook.com/ 
yourwestvalley 

www.yourwestvalley.com 50¢ 
H:lhSI.I.UJ,tf,14.F.4&:l.+11,Jih::►.foLi.ii.tfS •. ]I ll ii I a.etw.et»Et.W.tf.i£iilflrtUPW.t, -

DONATION 

Friends of Sun City Libraries opens 

By Denelle Dunn 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Friends of the Sun City 
..ibraries is donating $65,000 
.o pay rent to keep the Mar­
copa County facilities open 
:hrough the end of the year. 

The donation comes as the 
:ounty and Recreation Cen­
:ers are working on lease 
1greements for the Sun City 
3ell and Fairway branch li­
,raries. 

Tom Everitt, board pres­
dent for the Friends of the 
3un City Libraries, said he's 
~lad that a temporary solu­
;ion has been found. "It's im­
:><>rtant for us to keep the li­
:>rary operation in place and 
;hrough a communication er­
~or the two parties could nei­
;her find a way out of it. We 
,aw a way we can help and 
were glad were able to do so;' 
,aid Everitt. 

Approximately 80 per­
~ent of Sun City residents 
use both the Sun City and 
Fairway branch libraries, 
officials said. 

U'l'tT- L - •• ... .... . ...,_,..-'" ,....J 4-\.. ... 1! 

checkbook to pay rent 

Patrons peruse the collection at the library at Fairview Recreation Center recently. [Jarod Opperman/Daily News-Sun) 

braries for over the last five 
years. That's what the Friends 
of the Library are for. It sup­
ports the county libraries," 
said Sue Painter, treasurer 
of the organization. 

D ...,- 1! ....... 4-\...~,... ....,.. ,.....,....+,\,., l\ll'n_;,...,.. 

pa County Supervisor Clint 
Hiclanan said those involved 
in discussions over the leas­
es are "confident that a favor­
able solution for all parties 
will be reached." 

community goodwill and trust 
we are eJ5Ploring solutions to 
ensure the same level of ex­
ceptional library services con­
tinue in Sun City," Hiclanan 
stated in a release. "We are 
l"Anh~ont f-hQt ~ fcn 1n..-ohlo c;:.f\-

lution for all parties will be 
reached in a timely manner 
and library services will con­
tinue uninterrupted." 

While some have feared 
the libraries are injeopardy 

)) ~oo lt't-1nndi;: nn nnOP A.1' 

I 

J 
( 



jJ_ 

? 

NORTHWEST VALLEY : 
REPUBLIC 

-iition of The Arizona Republic 
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I: COMMUNITY NEWS 220 FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 2 

A difference in fiscal years apparently led to rumors that Maricopa County would 
terminate its lease with the Sun City Bell Branch Library. JEN LEBRON KUHNEYITHE REPUBLIC 

Sun-City, county to 
negotiate library deal 
Jen Lebron Kuhney 
The Republic • azcentral.c.om 

Maricopa County will continue to run 
the two Sun City libraries despite ru­
mors officials could terminate the agree­
ment that keeps them open. 

Officials from the county and the 
West Valley senior-living community 
said rumors began as the county's lease 
with the Bell Branch Library comes to an 
end in June, which coincides with the end 
of the county's fiscal year. 

The Sun City Recreation Board, 
which leases the space, ends its fiscal 
year on Dec. 31. The difference between 
the two calendars led to some confusion 
about when the county needed to renego­
tiate its lease, officials said. 

"In amiable fashion through commu­
nity good will and trust, we are exploring 
solutions to ensure the same level of ex­
ceptional library services continue in 
Sun City," County Supervisor Clint Hick­
man said. 

The county pays about $130,000 each 
1 year to lease space at the Sun City li­

brary branch near Bell Road. It also op­
erates the community's Fairway Branch 
Library on Peoria A venue, but struck a 
deal with the Sun City Recreation Board 
to not pay rent there. 

The county has run the two libraries 
for the past five years and plans to con­
tinue operations for the foreseeable f u­
ture, officials from both parties said. 

If both parties agree that the county 
should no longer pay rent at the Bell 

SUN CITY LIBRARIES 
Bell Branch 

Address: 16828 N. 99th Ave., Sun City 85351 

Hours: Monday 9 a.m. to 7 p.rn., Tuesday 
through Saturday 9 a.rn. to 5 p.rn. 

Fairway Branch 

Address: 10600 W. Peoria Ave., Room 144, SL 
City 85351 

Hours: Monday through Friday 9 a.rn. to 4 
p.rn. 

Source: Maricopa County Library Dist, 

Branch Library, Sun City homeowne 
likely would be assessed about $4.75 p, 
property each year to make up for ti 
costs, said Joelyn Higgins, a recreati1 
board spokeswoman. 

Nearly 262,000 people use the two 
braries each year, according to Higgin 
More than 80 percent of those users a1 
from Sun City, she added. 

Recreation board manager Jan E 
said the partnership has benefited St 
City residents ~ignificantly. 

Officials were unsure when thE 
would reach an agreement but were co: 
fident both sides would come to tern 
without any interruptions to library se 
vices. 

"We have successfully worked wi1 
Maricopa County officials for years, an 
this certainly will not be an exception 
Ek said. 



Sun CilJ COUid 
lose libraries 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

A !ter ~urning over its libraries to the 
J-\sMar1copa County Library District 

everal years ago, Sun City is in 
danger of losing the facilities. 

Negotiations were underway last 
week . betwe:n Recreation Centers of 
Sun City and library district officials on a 
new lease for the library spaces at Bell 
~820 ~- 99th Ave., and Fairway, 10600 

. Peoria_ ~ve., recreation centers. The 
leas_es, ongmaJly signed five years ago 
expires April 30. ' 

Several residents asked RCSC board 
members March 27 during the board's 

Libraries 
Continued From Page 1 

regular meeting w hether library district of­
ficials cut the lease from their future budget. 
While the board would only respond they 
are in negotiations, officials provided a cryp­
tic hint in a statement released the morning 
of March 28. 

"Despite high usage by community 
members (and also residents outside of Sun 
City), Maricopa County Library District bud­
get cuts have officials feeling they can no 
longer pay rent," the release stated. 

Library district officials did not return an 
email request for comment by press time. 

RCSC has provided utilities, janitorial, 
maintenance and skilled trade services at 
no charge at both library branches since the 
leases began five years ago. RCSC officials 
lamented in the press release the corpora­
tion would lose more than $100,000 in an­
nual rental revenue if the leases are not re­
newed. However, RCSC officials hinted the 
libraries would continue under corporate 
management. 

See Libraries _ Page 15 

"Failure to continue these leases will re-. 
suit in a loss to RCSC of more than $130,000 
annually, while continuing to maintain 
much of the operating costs of the librar­
ies," the release stated. 

RCSC officials plan to meet with Marico­
pa County Dist. 4 Supervisor Clint Hickman 
and library district officials this week to at­
tempt to work out an agreement. 
News Editor Rusty Bradshaw can be reached at 

623-445-2725 or rbradshaw@newszap.com. 
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Fairway library 
slates ,2 speakers 

STAFF REPORT 
The Fairway Branch Library this 

month is hosting two speakers who 
will share their passions for history 
and music/comedy. 

From 1-3 p.m. April 18, Judith 
Ann Trolander will discuss "Age 55 
or Better: A History of Active Adult 
Communities" with an emphasis on 
Sun City. 

She will reference her book "From 
Sun Cities to the Villages" as she ex­
plains her research on the develop­
ment of age-restricted active adult 
communities in the West Valley. 

On April 23, David Schildkret will 
discuss · the relationship between 

----- -

humor and music. The program will 
run from 10-11 :30 a.m. Using video, 
audio and PowerPoint, Schildkret 
will define the basis of humor, the 
history and context of humor, and 
our human capacity to find things 
funny. aided by music. 

Schildkret uses excerpts from the 
Marx Brothers. Monty Python. Wile 
E. Coyote and other films to show 
how viewers respond to humor com­
bined with musical stimuli. 

Both programs will be in the 
Fairway Recreation Center Room 1. 
next to the library. Fairway Branch 
Library is at 10600 W. Peoria Ave. 

Information: www.mcldaz.org. 
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Donation 
: provides· 
gatheri-ng 

place 
STAFF .REPORT 

Customers at the 
Sun City Branch Li­
brary now have a com­
fortable new place tq gt'!t 
together for meetings or 
simply to chat thanks 
to a $15,000 donation 
from the Friends of Sun · 
City Libraries. 

The space is -called 
"The Gathering Place." 

"The Friends had 
heard from customers 

· about how much they 
missed the social side 
cl{ visiting the library 
since being taken over 
by the Maricopa County 
Library District," said 
Kristie Nolasco·, Sun 

· City Branch manager . . 
The social room can be 
used for meetings, in­
formal visits or a place 
to use a cellphone. 

"We wanted to pro­
vide a place in the li­
brary where people 
could read without be­
ing disturbed or meet 
without disturbing oth­
ers," said Mary Anne 
McDonald, president 
of the Friends of Sun • 

NICK COTE/DAILY NEWS-SUN 
The Sun City Branch l:.ibrary opened "The Gathering Place," a room where library visitors 
~an read, meet with others, take a nap and use cellphones. 

City Libraries Board of ously unused office · a board of dir~d6J"S,., 
Directors. "The meet- space - is located off The county - ~Qrary 
ing place is perfect for . the main library, 1682$ district began operating 
these activities," she N. 99th Ave., down the Sun City Branch 
said. ,th~- llalhyay ~ fr:c;>m pie Libr~ in~?00.9 .. ~~hich 

People · can use the . Friends book'store. required an extensive 
space on a tirst-come, The Friends' dona- building renovation. 
first-served basis. tion paid to equip the Outing fiscal ye_ar 
}3.eservations are not Ga~ering · Pla_ce with 20 H.-12,.: _, the library 
needed, -and a library two chairs, a small averaged 16,650 visi0 

_card is not required to sofa, and a larg_e table· tors -per month and cir­
use the room, which •is at which six to eight culated nearly 266,00b 
open during the library individuals can ,sit, of- items. 
hours - 9 a.m.-7 p,m. ficials said. ,..,. •: ·F - '°Fqr m ore information · 
Monday and 9 a.m.-5 SunCifyBell Library, about Sun City Branch 
p .m. Tuesday-Satur- predecessor.tQ the cm:-. or. the othe1' J6 librar­
day, rent libr~; wa~ m 1:{·~ ~;'ie$fop~i afo9_-by MCLD, 

·The room - previ- a privat-e enterj)ry~ by~~ visit www.mcldaz.org: -. . ... . 
'=•...;.;,_----
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Library district ramps up to help job seekers 
By Nelson G. Mitchell 
Spena! to the Independent 

!though many libraries are known for 
their robust selection of books and 
CDs, customers, more than ever, are 

now turning to libraries to assist with job 
searches. Libraries in the Maricopa County 
Library District are aiding customers in their 
quest to find work and develop new skills 
that make them more employable. 

Job-search computers have been in­
stalled in more than a dozen MCLD librar­
ies. Several libraries are also hosting classes 
and workshops to help job-seekers make 
informed decisions about their transitional 
Journeys. 

Portable computer labs have been in­
stalled at North Valley Regional Library and 
Gila Bend Branch Library to assist job seek­
ers with skill assessments, resume develop­
ment and job applications. Each of the por­
table labs comes equipped with 11 laptops, 
PC !>torage cart, a projector and projection 
screen. The laptops w ill be used during 
workshops and moderated instruction. 

North Valley Regional is providing face 
to face instruction to help customers create 
resumes, search for jobs, complete employ­
ment applications, and research the value 

of more education. Visit North Valley's Web 
page calendar at www.mcldaz.org for the 
class schedule. 

Within a few weeks, Gila Bend Library's 
bi-lingual instructors will be conducting 
classes on resume writing and other job­
search tasks. In the meantime, customers 
can update their basic computer skills by 
learning how to set up e-mail accounts, 
how to conduct Internet searches, and how 

--------

to create, save and edit documents. 
Aguila, Gila Bend, Fountain Hills, Perry, 

Fairway, Robson, Queen Creek, Guadalupe, 
Litchfield Park, Sun City, White Tank, North 
Valley, Southeast and Northwest libraries 
each has a desktop workstation dedicated 
exclusively to job seekers. The workstations 
are being used for job search and placement 

See Jobs - Page 21 
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I Sun City Branch Library thriving 
I after going public 2 years ago 
I By Nelson Mitchell 

Special to the Independent 

I 
un Cit, l!b-rar_, < ustomc rs we-rt' not sure 

, of tlw outcome' wht'n Maricopa County 
L1bran D1stnct took over the Sun City ' I (Hell) Branch Library a couple of years ago. 

· However, according to Friends of the Sun 
City Libraries, Inc member, Mary Goitia, Sun 

, City residents have access to more in library 

I 
resources and services than they could have 
ever imagined in their former library, 

Pnor to MCLD assuming Sun City Librarv 

1 I operations the l3cll Library was private)\ 
owned. When tough economic times be 

r came an issue MCLD was asked by the Sun 
· Cit} Library Board of Directors to step in. Be· 
) cause Sun City 1s now a public library, it is 
if open to any Maricopa County resident. W ith 
' a valid library card, services and materials 

are free 
After Bell became an MCLD library, the 

·
11 

interior of the facility was refurbished. There 
was new carpeting. a new layout, a new 
customer servict' dc~k. Ill''" aw1iture, a new 

y meeting room, better lighttng, u[Jdated data 
I. systt'm, and more and newer computers. 

In a turn from the pre\ ious system, the 

I 
De\.\ey-iess rnncepl \\as 1troduced to en• 
couraf.(e browsing and rnal,;c .naterials eas· 

- icr lfJ find 'low 111a1eriab arc organized in 
• J~ h} , '" -, - , .1..i•tr 1s 1d of 

1 
J the Dewey Decimal numbering system . 

The wooden, free·standini:; card cata· 
logue unit was arc' \-c;d in fa\ or 01 a modern. 
dig1talize(J, Jnlmt ~) ~te,n _ ll n ' <-• 
als. When customers nee<! help, however, 
there's always a librarian nearby to answer 

. t questions or assist with locating materials. 
A separate room was set aside to house 

non circulc1t111g Civil War era and other his 
tor ,cal titles. 

r A seJf.chcck•out system was installed 
• that empowers customer~ to check out and 

I 

check·in their materials chm1r.ati11g the 
; need to stand in queue at the customer ser 

vice desk. According to Ms. Goitia, it is also 
easier to renew materials and order materi 

I 
als that arc not in the Sun City collection. 

Since it opened as part of the Library Dis 
1 trict the Sun Cit\' l~ranch has issued about 

1

12.500 lib-rary card!,. Wilen the library was 
private, there wert' about 4.:wo card · · 
S\'slcm•w1de, customers now have a 

nearly 900,000 titles. The library's circulat• 
ing collection stands at more than 30.300 
items. 

During the past fiscal year. more than 
267,000 items were checked out. Also, dur 
ing the past fiscal year, 267 programs were 
conducted in the library and attended by 
more than 1,900 customers. 

One of the more popular classes the Sun 
City Branch offers is one•on one computer 
instruction. Customers can spend up to 
one hour per session learning about Inter• 
net research, the e-mail process or how to 
conduct fruitful information searches. Cus 
tome.rs gather each month to discuss recent 
books about mysteries and crime. Authors 
regularly visit to share insights about their 
latest novels. 

Many customers are especially apprecia• 
live o f the health and human service pro• 
gramming that supports the interests of much 
of the Sun City populace. Presentations are 
offered about how to use telephone assistivc 
devices. how to counter \ledicare fraud, and 
how to access Sociw :--ecurity benehts; there 
are regular blood pressure checks; and top 
ics such as peripheral neuropathv and fina11-
c1a1 strategies are presenter:! 

~ICLD prO\ ide~ it~ cu<.tomers with ac 
ccss to free downloadabh.: c:oinputt•r ga.rr c• 
)wnership of three free rnus,, \IP'ls Wl , 

and entree to the Greater Phoenix Digital 
Library that includes downloadable audio 
f ooks~ eBooks. eMusic and e\"ideos. '"Pnor 
l l. .t: L: irary Di~tric1 inheriting Be!' Li bran. 

access to these resources 1,,•as not possiblt 
said Ms. Goitia . 

Library District management hopes to 
implement additional changes at the Sun 
City Branch that make it more people.friend 
Iv. Items for consideration include better 
ieating, better lighting and better shelving, 
espec-ially for the media collection. 

Two years ago, Sun.City Library's board 
of directors may have been concerned about 
how Bell Library would fare as a part of 
MCLD. Today, it seems clear that with more 
resources at customers' fingertips, things arc 
turning out Just fine. Visit \\W\\ mclclaz.org 

l:,'ditor 's Note: Nelson C. Mitchell Ill. 1s 
... ·"Ii, re/fl/ions and marketing writer for 
he Warico I Count} library Districl 
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Evelyn and Everett 
Bates enjoy spending 

time on the computers 
in the library at 

Fairway Recreation 
Center. Evelyn said 
she likes the setup 
because it's easier 

to find what they're 
looking for. 

Fairway Library 
open for business 
STAFF REPORT 

Progress continues at Faiiway Recreation Cen­
ter, where one project is about to wrap up and an­
other is set to begin . . 

Though the Fairway Branch Library is already 
open for all services, there will be a formal opening 
and ribbon cutting at 10 a .m. May 18. The pub­
lic is invited to attend, tour the county's newest 
branch and sign up for a library card. Sun Citians 
are the focus of the llbraty, but others in the com­
munity are encouraged to attend as well. 

"We want the entire community to enjoy the 
many resources this and all of our libraries provide 
to the community," said Hany Courtright, direc­
tor of the Maricopa County Library District. "There 
are picture books for children and large-print 
adult novels. There are audiobooks and teen-cen­
tric DVDs. We also hope that customers, especially 
(children), take advantage of our summer reading 
program," he said. 

The library will have no shortage of amenities: 
eight computers, wi-fi and 6,500 items for check­
out, including newly released books and movi~. 

Those who attend the ceremony will enjoy cook­
ies and punch. 

In addition to the library, the Recreation Centers 
of Sun City recently announced it will move for­
ward with Phase 2 of the Faiiway renovation plan. 

Virginia Meyer peruses the large-print books in the library at 
Fairway Recreation Center"Thursday. She says she's happy 
it's finally opened, and she doesn't have to drive to Bell Rec­
reation Center anymore. 

Once a contractor is selected and the building 
permit is received from the county, RCSC will be 
able to officially start Phase 2. As with Phase 1, the 
second phase will start with a weeks-long decom­
missioning process, which will entail cutting elec­
trical, water and other utilities, as well as asbestos 
inspection and abatement. Upon completion of de­
commissioning, demolition of the remaining club 
buildings will occur. Phase 2 of the Faiiway project 
will include a swimming pool, spa, fitness center, 
indoor walking track, locker rooms and lawn bowl­
ing green. Phase 2 construction will likely begin 
in ;July and is estimated to take about a year to 
complete. 
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Fairway library patrons welcome changes 
MITCIEU VAITIIEASE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Carolyn Whiteneck couldn't 
wait until the new Fairway Li­
brary opened to the public. 

Whiteneck and her friend, 
Connie Armstrong, always bor­
rowed books from the old li­
brary and went to the Bell lo­
cation. until construction was 
finished on the new facility. 
They were impressed with the 
building's amenities, from new 
state-of-the-art equipment to 
the carpet. 

"This is a nice, beautiful 
open place," said Whiteneck, 
who attended a ribbpn-~\lt1P.1g ~, 
ceremony Tuesday for the new 
library. MMy parents moved to 
Sun City when it was 2 years 
old, and they really would be 
impressed with this place if they 
were alive." 

Local, county and staff of­
ficials attended the ceremony, 
including Maricopa County Su­
pervisor Max Wilson, District 4. 

Mlt took a group effort for ev­
eryone to bring this to fruition, 
and we thank everyone for their 
help to get this library up and 
going," Wilson said. 

Nelson Mitchell, a spokes­
man for the Maricopa County 
Library District. said many peo­
ple worked hard to make the 
4,000-plus square-foot library 
accessible. 

From wi-fi Internet access to 
thousands of books and maga­
zines, Mitchell said the library 
also will be family-friendly to 
neighboring communities, in­
cluding Peoria and El Mirage. 

Mary Anne McDonald, presi­
dent of the Sun City Friends of 
Library, said she's happy with 
the library and thanked every­
one for their efforts. 

PHOTOS IY a1IE J. NOPl'ESIDAILY NEWS-SUN 

Cori Larsen, left, and Dee Delavega check out books at the new Fairway Branch 
Library in Sun City Tuesday. The pair said they plan to visit often for their reading 
needs. 

Gene Westemeier, president 
of the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City, said the Fairway Library 
will be beneficial to so many in 
Sun City and the surrounding 
communities. 

"This library will be of use to 
so many people," he said. ~e 
work of so many people has 
gone into this building, and we 
appreciate all of the hard work 
put in." 

Armstrong said the opening 
of Fairway's facility was worth 
the wait. 

"This is such an improve­
ment because the old one was 
crowded at times because it was 
too small," Armstrong said. 

MitcheU Vantrease may be 
reached at 623-876-2526 or 
mvantrease@yourwestvalley. 
com. 

Nelson Mitchell of the Maricopa Coun­
ty Library District speaks at the grand 
opening of the Fairway Branch Library 
Tuesday. 
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Patrons: Library's change was for the better 
By Lesley Wright 
The Republic I azcentral.com 

Even those who most wanted 
to change admit that the Sun 
City Library may have lost a bit 
of its charm when it handed it­
self over to the Maricopa Coun­
ty Library District. 

There were the scores of vol­
unteers who daily met and 
worked at the Bell branch on 
99th Avenue just south of Bell 
Road. There were the retirees 
who planted themselves for the 
day and chatted (rather loudly) 
with their friends. And there 
was that wooden card catalog 
that worked just fine without 
any Internet intervention. 

But there are few complaints 
two years after the private Sun 
City Bell and Fairway library 
branches merged with the coun­
ty system. The old donation-de­
pendent library could not begin 
to service the demands of a 21st­
century population. 

Joyce Alessandrini browses the shelves at the Sun City Library, which 
merged with the county system two years ago. CHARLIE LEIGHT/THE REPUBLIC 

Sun City is no longer the iso­
lated outpost it was in 1962 when 
the library opened as part of 
Sun City Recreation Centers. 
And the Baby Boomers who 
have moved in had little interest 
in donating large sums to keep it 
going and even less interest in a 
library limited in resources. 

"We had an old card catalog, 

for crying out loud, and it was 
never even accurate," said Ma­
ry Goitia, a Friends of the Sun 
City Library member who 
spearheaded the move to join 
the county in 2009. "A lot of Ba­
by Boomers were going to Sur­
prise or Peoria for library ser­
vice." 

Donations kept it alive 
For years, the two Sun City li­

braries subsisted without gov­
ernment support, aside from 
the original 2,500 volumes do­
nated by the county. Donations 
paid for a handful of employees, 
who largely took a back seat to 
the 250 volunteers. The Sun City 
Recreation Centers covered the 
building, maintenance and util­
ities, which still left the library 
system with a budget that would 
reach $350,000 a year. 

That's a lot of money when 
you are counting on widows to 
leave large bequests in their 
wills, said Goitia, who was exec­
utive director. 

Even the volunteers, who are 
now restricted in their activ­
ities, acknowledge the move 
was a good one. Some volun­
teers, feeling unwanted, just 
left. Others stayed and adjust­
ed. 

"I used to miss it," volunteer 

Ada Weimer said of the days 
when volunteers processed and 
checked out books and handled 
many other duties. "I don't any­
more. It's different, but it's defi­
nitely busier." 

Cardholders have increased 
from about 4,200 in the last-days 
of the private library to 12,500 
today. 

Library users find comput­
ers, tech support, interlibrary 
loans, online and over-the­
phone services and other perks 
that came with joining the coun­
ty. 

Patrons make constant use of 
the 16 computers, check out 
Blu-ray movies and download e­
books and music. Free one-on­
one computer lessons are popu­
lar. 

Barbara Shape, a 77-year-old 
resident who lives in Ohio and 
Sun City, said the difference is 
all to the good. "This is so much 
nicer," she said. "Their selec­
tion was so poor." 



Sun City adjusts to 
Patrons have few gripes 2 years 
after joining county's system 
By Lesley Wright 
The Republic I azcl'ntral.c.om 

Even those who most wanted to 
change admit that the Sun City Library 
may have lost a bit of its charm when it 
handed itself over to the Maricopa Coun­
ty Library District. 

There were the scores of volunteers 
who daily met and worked at the Bell 
branch on 99th Avenue just south of Bell 
Road. There were the retirees who plant­
ed themselves for the day and chatted 
(rather loudly) with their friends. And 
there was that wooden card catalog that 
worked just rme without any Internet in­
tervention. 
....But there are few complaints two 

1 ears after the private Sun City Bell-and 
Fairway libraries merged ,villi the coun• 
ty system. The old donation-dependent 
library <--ould not begin to service the de­
mands of a 21st-century population. 

Sun City is no longer the isolated out­
post it was in 1962 when the library 
opened as part of Sun City Recreation 
Centers. And the Babv Boomers who 
have moved in had littie interest in do­
nating large sums to keep 1t going and 
even less intt:rcst in a library limited in 
resources. 

''We had an old card catalog, for cry­
ing out loud, and it was never even accu­
rate," said Mary Goitia, a Friends of the 
Sun City Libraries member who spear­
headed the move to join the county in 
2009. "A lot of Baby Boomers were going 
to Surprise or Peoria for library ser­
vice." 

Donations kept library alive 
For years, the. two Sun City libraries 

subsisted without any govcmment sup­
I>Ort, aside from the original 2,500 vol­
umes donated by the county. Donations 
paid for a handful of employt--es, who 
largely took a back seat to the 250 volun­
teers. The Sun City Recreation Centers 
covered the building, maintenance and 
utilities, which still left the library sys­
tem With ll budget that would reach 
$350,000 a year. 

That's a lot of money when you are 
counting on widows to leave large be­
quests in their wills, said Goitia, who was 
executive director. 

' ' 

We luulan old card 
catalog. for crying out 

loud, and it was never even 
·-'- ,, accurw.e, 

MARYGOfflA 
Friends of the Sun City Librarie~ member 

Even the volunteers, who are now re­
stricted in their activities, acknowledge 
that the move was a good one. Some vol­
unteers, feeling unwanted, just left. Oth­
ers stayed and adjusted. 

"I used to miss it," volunteer Ada 
Weimer said of the days when volunteers 
processed and checked out books and 
handled many other duties. "I don't any­
more. It's different, but it's definitely 
busier." 

Cardholders have increased from 
about 4,200 in the last days of the prlvate 
library to 12,500 today. 

The library Jost many patrons after 
1996, when, in a desperate fundraising 
move, the library board imposed a $15 
fee for cards. Patrons were furious. But 
other fundraising measures, including 
one event that asked people to bring in all 
of their pennies, weren't paying the bills. 

It also was not paying for top-of-the 
line computers, tech support, interli• 
brary loans, online and over-the-phone 
services and other perks that came with 
joining the county. A $387,000 renova­
tion did not hurt, either. 

Better selection, equipment 
Barbara Shape, a 77-year-old resident 

who lives in Ohio and Sun City, said the 
difference is all to the good. 

"This is so much nicer," said Shape, 
who was picking through the "new" 
books this week. "Their selection was so 
poor." 

Access to programming and a general 
social dependency on technoloi,•y has 
aided acceptance of the new library. 

A lot of Sun City residents appear to 
have received e-readers over the holi­
days. for example. A class on how to use 
one drew more than 100 people, Sun City 
branch manager Kristie Nolasco said. 

Patrons also make constant use of the 
16 computers, check out the Blu-ray 
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library change 

Roberta Skrydlak, who splits time between Chicago and Sun City, checks her e-mail on 
one of the 16 public computers at the Sun City Library. CHARLIE LEIGHT/THE REPUBLIC 

movies and download e-books and music. 
Free one-on-one computer lessons are 
popular. 

"We did have people who had to ad­
just,'' Nolasco said. "It just gave us the 
opportunity to show them how to do it." 

Goitia fears that the library has lost 
some of the social atmosphere of the old 
days, when the chatter was constant. 

But Tom Scudamore, a 76-year-old 
winter visitor from upstate New York, 
said he thought the social element was 

humming along just fine. 
Scudamore belongs to a dedicated 

group of puzzlers who piece together 
some of the dozens of puzzles donated to 
the library. People stop by and chat at the 
puzzle table, giving everyone a bout of 
sociability. On top of that, all of the pa­
trons have much-needed accessibility to 
the Internet. 

''Everything's easily located," Scuda­
more said. "Everyone's helpful." 
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community news 
FOR BREAKING NEWS 24/7, VISIT WWW.NEWSZAP.COM 

Submitted photo 
New members of the Sun City Friends of the Library Board of Directors are, from left, Mary 
Goitia, Tom Everitt and Joanne Sade. 

Library board adds members 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

Friends of the Sun City Library made 
preparations for tire year by adding three 
new board members to fill vacancies, and 
got ready for a fundrajsing event. 

Named to the board during the Feb. 23 
annual meeting were Mary Goitia, Tom 
Everitt and Joanne Sade. Ms. Goitia was 
formerly the Sun City branch library direc­
tor but left the position about two motnhs 
ago. Other board members are Mary Anne 
McDonald, Kathy Shawl, Rich Lybolt, Jill 
Campbell and Sue Painter. 

Friends of the Library was formed dur­
ing the summer 2009 from the former Sun 
City Library Board of Directors when the 
library transitioned to Maricopa County 
Library District control. The group's goal 
is to support library operations, according 
to Ms. Campbell. 

Friends funding comes from book 

sales at Books Around the Corner in the 
former Hoover Room of the library, 16828 
N. 99th Ave. 

The group conducted a book s_ale 
in conjunction with the Bell Recreallon 
Center Fun Fair March 6, according to Ms. 
Campbell. 

"The bookstore's sales were outdoors 
in front of the library and we had hun­
dreds of books of all genres,'' she said. 

Books Around the Corner offers used 
books, many in nearly new condition, in 
a wide variety of categories. Funds are 
used to purchase items for the library that 
have been requested by patrons but that 
county library district officials are unable 
to furnish, according to Ms. Campbell .. 

During the Feb. 23 board meetmg, 
members were updated on other activities 
of the group. Plans are being researched 
fqr an outread) program, which would 

See Board - Page 3 
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Board 
Continued From Page 2 

make books available to homebound resi­
dents, and those in nursing homes and care 
centers, Ms. Campbell explained. 

The Friends of the Sun City Library meet 
9 a.m. the third Thursday of each month at 
Books Around the Corner. 

Post your opinion in the Public Issues Forum 
at www.11ewszap.com. News Editor Rust•· 

Rradshaw can be reached at 62~~~;?1,fom. \ 
rbrcub"- -
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LOCAL News 
Fairway Library, Sun 
City, given green light 

A new Sun City library will open in spring 
2010 after the Maricopa County Board of Su­
pervisors approved a lease agreement with 
Recreation Centers of Sun City . . The Fairway 
Branch Library, at l 07th Avenue and Peoria, 
will be operated and managed by the Mari­
copa County Library District. 

"We are happy to add this facility to our 
cadre of community services for families," 
said Board of Supervisors Chairman Max 
Wilson. " We don't have to hire additional 

library personnel to run the libf~ and the put up shelving, put furniture in place, and 
lease is a mere $10 a year. Througli our gen- arrange the collection to accommodate our 
erou~ part°:ership with RCSC, we were able "Dewey-less" system. 
to brmg this revered resource to the com- · "By being adaptable and re-configuring 
munity," ~r. :Vil~on added. . our staffing pattern, we are able to avoid 

. The buildmg Is new and will house other . . . . . ,, 
S C·ty· t· t· •t· Th ,...,. d f hmng add1t1onal personnel for Fairway, Mr. 

un I recrea I0n ac IvI res. e rnen s, o - C - h •ct "W h b • 
the Sun City Libraries will kick in $150,000 to ourtpg t s?1 · e ~ve een m. a hiring 
purchase furniture and $50 000-for materi- freeze for the past year. 
als. · ' · • Sun City Branch Library, sou~ of Bell on · 

· According to Library District Director 99th Avenue,' opened in April under the Li­
Harry Courtright, "We already have a num- brary District's bann1::r. There are 16 other 
ber of materials that will IJe transferred from District )ibraries, all outside of the city of 

. storage. It will take us a couple of months to Phoenix. Visit www.mcldaz.org. . 



County agrees to operate new Sun City library 
~ - ,. I • • .. • 

The Maricopa County Library District has agreed to operate and manage a 
new library branch in Sun City. It will be at the renovated Fairway Recreatjon 
Center at 107th and Peoria avenues. The public library is scheduled to open in 
the spring and will be op~n to ~ounty residents · 

. Lease 
·agreement 

Pnparations 

· In their words 

Nearby 
branches 

- Sherry Anne Rubiano, The Republic/ azcen'tral.com 

The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors recently approved a 
lease agreement with the Recreation Centers of Sun City Inc. to op­
erate and manage the new library branch. The library will take up 
about 4,365 square feet of space in.the Fairway Recreation Center. 

The library District will transfer library materials from storage to 
help fill the new library. The Friends of the Sun City Libraries also will 
provide $150,000 to buy furniture and $50,000 for materials. 

"We are happy to add this facility to our cadre of community ser­
vices for families," County Board of Supervisors Chairman Max Wil-· 
son said in a statement. "Through our generous partnership with 
RCSC, we were able to bring this revered resource to the commu- • 
nity." I 

The Fairway Branch Library will be the second library in Sun City that 
will be operated by the County Library District. The Sun City Branch 
Library, south of Bell Road on 99th Avenue, was taken over by the Li­
brary District last spring. 
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Handling _ribbon-cutting duties on the Son City Branch Library are, from 
left, Harry Courtright, Maricopa County library district director, Max Wil­
son, chairman of tl)e Maricopa County board of supervisors; Tom Scan­
lan, president of Sun City Friends of the_ Library, and Warren_ Hoffmann, 
president of the Recreation Centers of Sun City. · 

DAILY NEWS-SUN / Monday, November 16, 2009 

Ceremony turn.s page 
on-libr_ilry changes 

. ' 

ERIN TURNER · 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

A buzz ran through the crowds in the . 
Sun .City Branch Library Saturday _:_ and 
for once, librarians encouraged. the extra 
noise. 

The grand reopening ceremony for the 
library, which is now part of the Maricopa 
County library system, took place Saturday 
morning and .featured performances from 
members of the Apzona Broadway Thea~e. 
a ribbon-cutting, prizes and giveaways and 

snacks and refreshments. 
. John Peterson of Sun City won a book 

after spinning the prize wheel and said he's 
much more likely to visit the library more 
frequently following the renovation and ex­
panded collection of materials. 

Mlt's a tremendous library," he said. 
Sally Beaton, another Sun Citian who 

visits the library three or four times a week, 
agreed. 

SEE UIUIY.15 
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"I think it's really great," she said. "I think 
the thing I'm going to appreciate is the check­
out system and .the fact that you can acquire the 
things that aren't here from the other libraries. I 
like that idea." 

With the library among the 17 in the Mari­
copa County Library District, about 900,000 
items are available to county residents who have 
a free county library card, said Hany Courtright, 
county library district director. 

"It's a wonderful day for people in Sun City. 
Their library is now a 21st or· 22nd century li­
brary," he said. "They have all the latest and the 
people here now have access to the entire col­
lection of the library district, where before, they 
only had access to the items that were in the 
building. Now they can request anything." 

The library is organized with the "Dewey­
less System," which means items are arranged 
by genre and alphabetically rather than by the 
Dewey Decimal System - an easier prospect for 
seniors,· Courtright said. . 

"We changed from using numbers and we use 
words, so if you're looking for cookbooks it says 
on the book 'cooking' and there are big signs in 
the library," he said. "It makes it easier for peo- · 
pie to browse and find what they're looking for." 

Since the library's reopening several months 
ago, more patrons than ever have shown up each 
day, an indication to Courtright that the change 
is well-received among residents. 

"On average between 900 and 1,000 a day. 
That's really a good number for a library this 
size," he said. · 

Other dignitaries attended the event, including 
Max Wilson, chairman of the Maricopa County 
board of supervisors, who recalled his first mem­
ories in a library as a child, Rep. Debbie Lesko of 
Glendale, R-District 9 , and Rec Centers of Sun 
City board president Warren Hoffmann and vtce 
president Denny Nichols. 

"Wf?'ve gone from a veiy good library system to 
an even better one," Nichols said. "I .want eveiy­
one to enjoy this facility." 

The library had been open to the public since 
the summer but the special ceremony was 
planned for Saturday when more winter resi­
dents had returned to see the $700,000 in reno­
vations and new system. 

All Maricopa County residents can check out 
books and other materials with a free library 
card at the Sun City branch. To obtain a free 
library card, customers must confirm Maricopa 
County residency. . 

Library card applicants must show identifica­
tion that includes a picture I.D. and proof of cur­
rent Maricopa County residential address. Ac­
ceptable proofs of identification include drtver's 
license or state-issued identification card, mili­
taiy identification, personalized checks, lease 
agreement, passport or utility bill. A post office 
box number alone is not acceptable as confirma­
tion ·of residential address. 

Library customers may access the Internet via 
public computers; take computer classes, par­
ticipate in book discussions, learn about health­
related issues and talk with authors. For the full 
calendar of activities and more information visit 
www.mcldaz.org. . 

The Sun City Branch Library is at the Bell Rec­
reation Center on 99th Avenue and Bell Road. 

Erin Turner may be reac;hed.at 623-876-2522 
or eturner@yourwestvaUey.com. 

~------=-------------
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County seals 
Sun City 

Library deal 
STAFF REPORT 

Beginning today. the Maricopa 
Cou nty Board of Supervisors is in 
charge · of the running Sun City's 
Bell Library. 

"We are committed to providing 
the Sun City community with ac­
cess to quality library services and 
matc1;a1s." Maricopa County Board 
of Supervisors Chairman Max Wil­
son said following the supervisors· 
takeover vote Wednesday. "We will 
renovate the Bell Library so that it is 
more accessible and functional for 
customers. including a new layout, 
more and newer computers, updat­
ed data systems. new furniture and 
a wider variety of materials." 

Sun City Library Executive Direc­
tor Mary Goitia said the county is 
not wasting any time in beginning 
the renova tion process. 

"You would not believe how quick­
ly they move," Goitia said. 'They are 
bringing carpet samples and paint 
chips Tuesday. They called to ask if 
they could help move furniture. It's 
amazing." 

Goitia said county library rep­
resentatives are coming Friday to 
meet with the library staff and vol­
unteers. 

'They're going to talk: to us about 
the timeline, when they expect to 
have everything done," Goitia said. 
"They are formally takina over the 
operational budget May 1, but other 
than tha t , we don't yet know any 
dates." 

The upda te is expected to be . 
completed by mid- to late-summer 
at the Bell Library, 16828 N. 99th 
Ave., which will take on the name 
of Sun City Branch Library. A sec­
ond library, Sun City's new Fairway 

SEE LIBRARY, A5 
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Library. is still under construc­
tion. An agreement has not been 
reached for the county to take 
over Fairway. 

Last year. the Sun City Li­
brary Board of Directors asked 
the county to consider operat­
ing the Bell Library. The agree­
ment called for the all contents 

of the two Sun City libraries to 
be donated to the Library Dis­
lrict. Current Sun City library 
employees will be retained as li­
brary district employees. 

Recreation Cente rs of Sun 
City owns the buildmgs where 
the two libraries are housed, 
and the library district has ne­
gotiated a five-year lease with 
RCSC for the Sun City Branch 
Library. 

The Sun Citv Branch Library 
will be open to a ll county resi-

dents who have valid countv 
library cards. County library 
cards are free to county resi­
dents. 

The Maricopa County Libra ry 
District comprises 18 librar -
ies in and around metropohta11 
Phoenix. 

In March, district libraries 
had their highest one-month 
circulation in history: 657.490. 

To learn more about Ma rirn­
pa County Library Distn ct's re­
sources. visit \V\.vw.mc-lclaz or!! 
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Maricopa County will take over 
Sun City Bell Library, keep workers 

Ne_lson Mitchell, coordinator of public 
re/an ons and marketing for Maricopa 
County Library District, submitted the 
following article. 

By a unanimous vote, the Maricopa 
County Board of Supervisors has agreed 

C ) to take over a 
NEWS BY YOU once pri-

. . vately-held 
Sun City _library. ~ffective immediately, 
the Sun City Bell Library will be operated 
by the Maricopa County Library District. 

"We are committed to providing the 
~un ~ity comm~mity wi th access to qual­
ity library services and materials" said 
Maricopa County Board of Supe~sors 
Chairman Max Wilson, who represents 
the con:imunity. "We will renovate the 
Bell Library so that it is more accessible 
and functional for customers, including a 
new layout, more and newer computers, 
updated data systems, new furniture and 
a wider variety of materials." ' 

The update is expected to be com-

pleted by mid- to late summer. The Bell 
Library, which will be renamed Sun City 
Branch Library, is at 16828 N. 99th Ave. 

In these tough economic times it be­
came evident that the Sun City library 
system would have difficulty making 
~nds meet. Rather than abandoning the 
library, the Sun City Library board of di­
rectors asked the Library District to op­
erate Bell. 

The agreement calls for all contents of 
the two Sun City libraries to be donated 
to the Library District. Sun City library 
employees will be retained as library dis­
trict employees. 

Rec~ea_tion Centers of Sun City owns 
the bu1ldmgs where the two libraries are 
~oused. The library district has nego­
tiated a five-year lease with RCSC for the 
Sun City Branch Library. 

A se_cond lib~ary, Sun City's new Fair­
way Library, still is under construction. 
An agreement has not been reached for 
the county to take over Fairway. 
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Library switch delayed, still on track 
By Rusty Bradshaw es in procedures for the county library dis-
Independent Newspapers . trict taking over a private facility. 

Hurry up and ·wait has been the watch . "_They hav~~•t taken o~er a pri~at~ library 
word for conversion of the Sun City Library m eight years, she said. T~e (d1stnct) staff 
to county operation but the waiting may believed the process was still the same, but 
nearly be over. ' there have been changes."_ _ 

Maricopa Gounty Library District Board S~e added once the d1stnct board, which 
of Directors had planned to address the consists of Maricopa Coun_ty Supe_rv1sors, 
change March 11 but it was po·stponed to approve the takeover, d1stnc~ offic1~ls are 
March 18 then further postponed to April expected to be m the Sun City fac1hty the 
1 ' following day. 
· ·'They were hoping to have the approval "That will include tne people doing the 

this month, but the meeting was called off remodeling," Ms. Goitia said. "They are all 
because library district officials didn't get ready to come." 
the proper paperwork to the board," said Mr. Scanlan said the latest delay was 
Tom Scanlan, Sun City .friends of the Li- cause for concern for Friends of the Library 
brary board president. board members. 

He reported the lease for the Bell Rec- "We were afraid th is delay brought with 
reation center, 16820 N. 99th Ave., location it the possibility we've done all this work 
has been approved and most other docu- only to have it fall apart," he said. 
mentation has been completed. Officials · As part of the transition to library district 
are still working on the lease for the library operation, the Hoover Room is planned to 
branch at Fairway Recreation Center, I 0600 be converted to a book store for use by the 
W Peoria Ave., Mr. Scanlan said. Friends of the Library. In its meeting March 

" I know these delays are frustrating, but 19 the Friends board fielded residents' con­
they (library district officials) assured us ev- cerns about whether that plan would vio­
erything is going along smoothly, except for late use restrictions for the room. 
the paperwork issue," he said. · However, Ms. Goitia said there are no 

Mary Goitia, Sun City Library director, use restrictions on the room in any Sun City 
indicated the snafu relating to the March 18 Library documents. She added the room· 
meeting may have been because of chang- was part of an entire wing added to the Bell 

Recreation Center for library use. 
County library officials stipulated the 

Hoover Room would not be under its con­
trol once the transition was made and that 
is why the Friends will retain control over 
the room's use. 

"The county (library district) officials did 
not want to get into problems of use of the 
room issues, and they don't do that at any 
of their libraries," Ms. Goitia said. 

The Hoover Room had been used as 
a meeting room by various groups in the 
community and they have had to find new 
locations. Some of those changes have 
been beneficial for the groups, according to 
Ms. Goitia. 

"We suggested the World War II discus­
sion group talk to the American Legion," 
she said. "They later called us and said it 
worked out great for both groups because 
both are getting new members from it." 

She added room use issues were crop­
ping up before the library transition. 

"There were s.ome for-profit groups 
using the room free of charge and some 
groups' activities were not in line with the 
library's mission," she said. 

Post your opinions In the Public Issues Forum 
at www.newszap.com. Sun Cities News Editor 

Rusty Bradshaw can be reached at 623-445-
2725 or rbradshaw@newszap.com. 

en 
n 

H 
::; 
p_, 
(1) 

"d 
(1) 
::; 
p_, 
(1) 

::; 
rt 

N 
0 
0 
\0 



DAllY NEWS-SUN 
·_ ~.yourwestvalley.com 

· Thursday, February 19, 2009 

=-
(/) 

n 

. • • . . '. . . ~ . - -. . '"< 
_ • • • • • • < . • • • ' . 1 - • • ' • MOLUEJ. IIIIPPtS/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Helen ·Tomich, lett. and Pat McDowell use the current mariuel system to c~eck in bool<s returned to Sun City Libra'ry at Bell Recreation Cente~ 
in Sun City Wednesday. When the library becomes part of Maricopa County, lit>rary D.istriGt, tQe books will be scanned electronically bet.or~ 
they are returne~d to the shelye_s: . .. · • ... · , ,. · - · · N 

·· Suri City Library readJes~for ~wit~h to county di~trjct· ~ 
. JEFF DEMPSEY . ' · City's ·two libraries.' About a· month 

DAILY NEWS-SUN ~ . la fer, if all goes ,according· !O plan, 
. Sun City Library is undergoing · the' librari~s at· Bell ~d Fairway 
some hpusecleaning . in. prepara- Recreatiqn Center will be part of the 
tion for an anticipated county.take- county districJ. . • • 

. over at1d part of the chore involves. "We):e going through our· 1nven- . 
sweeping out groups_ that met· in tory, ~weeding out old 'qoo~ that 

· the Hoover.Room at-Bel!Recreation aren't circulating," said Sun City li-
Center. . btarian Steve Tompkins. "We're try- · _ The Maricopa County Board o( ing to get- _as mucJ:i housecleaning 
Supervisors, which sezyes as the done as posstble"befoie. the county 
county library district's board of di- comes in." · -' • 
rectors, ·will meet March .11 to dis- ." One;point of contentlon ·tn nego­
cus_s · the proposea takeover of Sun ·tiatlons among the county Hbrary, 

. . - .. 

Sun City Libr~ and the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City, }Vl;uch owns the 
buili;lings, has been the use of the · 
Hoover Room. · 

Sun · Cit.Y.- Library Ex~c,utive Di­
rector. M~ Qoitia said tfie county 
library official1? we)".e not keen on 
outside gr-oups holdipg meeqngs in 
their librartes. -

"It's a fair use issue. :They aon't 
want . to open the lioraiy to one 
gr-o~p b~cause J.hey will then . have 
to open it . to every group;: Coitia 

~ ·su u11111Y. A5 
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when the county comes in, and tennining the exact programs. 
we'll need office space," Goitia Some or many of the programs 
said. "The bookstore has to be that are offered to adults in our 
back there as well because the other libraries might form the 
county doesn't want us selling basis of what's offered at Sun 

said. "We were told they would books out of the library itself." City. We view each of our library 
just as soon not have meeting Goitia said plans are in place communities as having unique 
space here at all and avoid the to direct people around the needs so we try to think about 
problem entir~ly." back of the buildmg to what will what type of programs appeal 

Among the groups that no serve as a separate entrance to . to each commupity," Mitchell 
longer meet there is the MRP, the used bookstore, complete said. · 
which conducted driver's safety with drop-off bin for donations. ".As we begin to make the 
·classes there every other Sat- If the takeover is -approved transition from the old to the 
urday. The instructor of the next month, there will likely new, we will review existing 
cour.ses, who asked not to be be limited closures for about a programs to get a sense of what 
quoted, said the classes ~ave month while the library is re- appeals to Sun City customers.: 
been discontinued, and she is modeled, Goitia said. She said Mitchell said. "Certainly, the 
not aware of anY: plans to move she anticipates having the li- staff at Sun City would want to 
elsewhere. brary completely finished in get a sense of what other types 
· Goitia said she is syrnpathet- April. · of programs customers are in-
ic to those who are sad to see "There will occasionally bear- terested in. Customers will also 
the classes go. eas closed off for safety reasons, be queried as to their interests 

"It's unfortunate, because but the library should never be in determining which programs 
we know those classes were- . completely closed. -They plan to might be hnplemented. Obvi­
ht:lpful, to a lot of people. And. clo a lot of work at night to mini- ously, there will be less of an 
there were so many clubs that mize the inconvenience," Goitia emphasis on children's and 
we hate to have to ask to leave. said. "This has not been an easy teens' programs." 
Some of them, it just breaks my process, but 1 want to assure Some examples of programs 
heart," Goitia said. "But weun- every one of our residents that. at other locations that Mitch­
derstand the county's position. it will be worth it in the end." ell said might be offered in Sun 
They don't want · to risk being That is because, Goitia said, City are book discussions, film 
seen as playing favorites. There library cards will now be free to series, exercise and computer 
are •a number pf other meeting all Maricopa County residents. literacy classes. 
spaces available in the commu- And the list of available ma~ "One of our considerations 
nity, though, so we hope all the terials will be massive as the for program decision-making 
groups will find a new home." county's entire stock will be no will be cost," 'Mitchell said. "Be-

Goltia said once the county more than a couple day's ship- . cause budgets are stretched, 
library takes · over, the Hoover ping away. Also, there, will be no · we will look more closely at 
Room will serve two purposes. shortage of new programs to of- programs that come with little 
First and foremost, it will be the fer the library's patrons. . or no implementation costs. We 

· home of the Sun City Library Nelson Mitchell, spokesman also ml:lst consider investment 
and Friends · used bookstore. for t:4e county 'library district, of time and personnel to imple­
The other half of the space will . said residents can expect a wide ment programs." 
be ~sed ,as offices for the library variety of programs from which Jeff Dempsey may be reached 
and Friends. to choose. at 623-876-2531 or Jdempsey@ 

'111.e two groups will merge "We are a ways off from .- de- ·yourwestvalley.com. 
' 
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Getting ReadJ: Staff prepares for switchover 

Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
Coral Gallaher types In lnfonnatlon for bar codei on Sun City Library materials as II• 
brary officials prepare for the posslble takeover of operations by the M~rlco a County 
t.lbral'Y,f)(itrt11!t .... ....t"':ii:1.F-~"'---·~~-1~~"'~~·.. . 

·Library deei.sioh due March 1 t 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

' Maricopa County Library . 
District staff are preparing for 
takeover of operations of the 
Sun City Library's_ Bell branch 
as the district board will con­
sider the matter next month. 

The county librar~ district's 
board of directors, which con­
sists of the Maricopa County 
Board of Supervisors, is sched­
uled to meet 10 a.m. Wednes­
day, ·Match I I 'at 301 V-1i Jef­
ferson, Phoenix, to consider 
acceptance of. the takeover 
of the Sun City Library's two 
branches,.one at Bell Recreation 
Center, I 6828 N. 99th Ave., and 
the other at Fairway Recreation 
Center, _10600 W Peoria Ave., 
according to Nelson Mitchell, 
library district spokesman. , 

:i'he board will consider t~e 
lease . agreement for the Bell 
branch and an agreement with 
the existing Sun City Library 
Board o'f Directors for the dis­
~osition of assets, · Mr. Nelson 

lfyQJI go 
Maricopa Co~ Ubrary 
District ~of 01 ... fd 
10 am. wif~. March 1-1 
Supe~parters, 301 
W.Jefft~ nlx _ 

said. In the meantime, county 
library officials are conducting 
prep_work.for the chai:ige6ver. 

"Our facilities staff is in­
specting the space at Bell to de­
termine· whali alterations• need 
to be made," Mr. Mitchell said. 
"They are also looking at the 
collection for culling and bring­
ing io other resources." . 

While the lease for Bell has 
been completed, the agree­
mentwith the library board re­
garding assets is ongoing. How­
ever, Mr. Mitchell ~d nearly all 
items have been agfeed upon­
.in principlE:. Li6rary board of­
ficials exp~ct books, video aryd 
other collection materials will 
be handed over to the county 
district while' all funds in the 
board's accounts will be re-.. 

tained for the Friends of the Li­
brary, according to Mary Goitia~ 
Sun City Library director. . 

Sun City residents were liter­
·ally •lined up earlier th1s month 
to renew their library ·cards 
now that ·they are free, accord-
ing to Ms. Goitia. · 

"There were 60 people lined 
up for the free cards Feb. 2 and 
we had 54 more in the next fe\<Y 
days," she said,during a Feb. 9 
RCSC · directors/members ex-
change. , 

In preparation for the coun­
ty district takeover, Sun Cil¥ 
Library officials ceased charg­
ing for card~ beginning Feb. I. 
However, library patrons must 
still have cards to access the li­
brary, Ms. Goitia said. • 

•~ct w h~n the.county takes 
over, they will need to have th~ 
county district's library cards .. 
which are also free.'' she .ex­
plained, 

Sun City Library officials 
are also eagerly watching the 

See_ Library_:. Page 9 
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.,. 
progress of Fairway Recreation 
Center, 10600 W Peoria Ave.1 ·as 
the phase one rebuild moves for­
ward. When complete, which is 
expected late this year, according 
to Recreation Center of Sun City. 
officials, it will house the second 
Sun City L\brary branch. 

"We are very excited about the 
progress being made at Fairway," 
Ms. Goitia said. 

Mr. Mitchell said the Fairway 
lease is not complete. He said 
there are still some issues to be 
worked out, but since the facil­
ity is not complete finishing that 
lease is not a priority. 

Sun City Library officials are 
also working in other ways to 
prepare for the county district 
takeover. One task is assigning 

barcodes to all materials avail- cal card catalogs will no longer be 
able for checkout, according to useq, according to Ms. Goitia. 
Coral Gallaher, library staffer. Ma- "Everything will be on the corn-
terials include books, CDs, DVDs puter system," she explained. 
and' even ·some VHS tapes, she Maricopa County tibrary Dis-
explained. trict will make structural and 

"There is a l_arge volume of other imprbvernents to the Bell 
stuff to work on and we wanted facility, according to Ms. Goitia. 
to see if we could get most of it "In order to update the tech­
done by the time the county takes nology utilized within the library, 
over," Ms. Gallaher said. a massive wiring project will take 

· The process involves affixing place," she said. "Wireless access 
a bar code sticker to each item . will be available for all cardhold­
then entering information match- ers and a new automated check­
ing the bar code into the library's out system will be installed." 
computer system. The Sun City Updated lighting is also being 
Library's computer files will then planned to improve the reading 
be transferred to county files experience within the library, she 
when the switch in operations is added. 
made, Ms. Gallaher explained. . . County improvements will 

The process includes creating · also include furniture, painting, 
computerized file cards, similar to carpeting and other flooringr 
the card catalog system, she add- "Most of the furniture current­
ed. However, once the county dis- ly in the library is original, dating 
trict takes over operations, physi- back to its inception," Ms. Goitia 

----,------ ----- '--- - --- -

said. "New carpeting and new , 
paint on the walls, when com­
bined with updated furniture, will 
make your trip to the library much 
more pleasant and comfortable.'' 

While most renovation work is 
expected to be done during times 
the library is closed, there w ill 
be short periods during regular 
hours when the facility will have 
to be closed as well. 

"In order to bring about these 
improvements, it will be neces­
sary to close for a few days here 
and there in order to protect our 
patrons," Ms. Goitia said. "This 
will be necessary as the concrete 
is being disr.upted for the installa­
tion of wiring, etc. The end result, 
however, will be worth the minor 
inconvenience." 

Post your opinions In the Public 
Issues Forom at www.newszap.com. 

Sun Cities News Editor Rusty Brad­
shaw can be reached at 623-445-

2725 or rbradshaw@newszap.com. 
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/ Library merger on horizon 
I Sun City librar.)~ 

county officials 
begin process 

liai::.0 11 to the library board of 
directors. HO\"'ever. because 
the Fairway branch Is still un­
der .construction, a separate 
lease for that facility will not be 
negotiated until -February, she 
added I 

I 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

Sun City Library officials and 
members of its support group, 
Friends of the Librarv. conlin 
ued ::.leps to merge as·Mancopa 
County Library District takeover 
of operation of the two Sun City 
branches nears 

Lease nego1iaI1ons of the J,. 
brary facility at Bell Recreation 
Center, 16828 99th Ave., are 
complete and signed by Recre­
allon Centers of Sun City, ac­
cording to Sue Painter. RCSC 

The library board, w11h two 
new members from the Fnends 
board, approved revised bylaws 
Jan. 15 for the combine entitv. 
Chair people were also named 
for several committees, which 
wi°II begin work in specific a,. 
eas of support for the library, 
according to Mary Goitia, Sun 
City Library director. 

"We are preparing for the 
transition, which indudes the 
opening of a bookstore for 
the Friends of the Library," she 

said 

The 11('\v bookstore will be 
locat/;d m the Hoover Room at 
the Bell branch. 

Ms. Goit1a also announced 
the library will discontinue 
charging for new cards and re­
newals begin111ng Sunday, Feb 
I . 

Changes in the bylaws for 
the combined document were 
minimal from the library and 
Fnends separate bylaws. How­
ever, board members discussed 
options for membership voting. 
Because the new bylaws allow 
donors, in addition to dues pay­
ing residents, lo be members of 
the Friends group, some board 
members were concerned 

See Library - Pag<' 3 
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~bout the additional cost of mail­
mg ballots to all members. How. 
ever, Tom Scanlan, board presi­
de~t. said 11 was nor necessary 

10 mall ballots. 

Independent Jan 09 

could be conducted at the /1bran --:1-------------
branche::.. · < 1~tnct lakeO\ c•r." he sa,ct 

"(In a ma,I elcc11on) a lot of Tht· hbrar} board cil!,.J did not 
people might get lhe1r ballots and con<111t1 its annual f1111dra1si11g 
Just t~row them away, .. Mr. Scan dmc Ill /he fall. 
Ian said. ..We felt that would be doing 

T? advise members about the a rll\~en•K·e lo our Patron~ to ask 
elect_,on he said the board could for 111011e_1 then hand o.e, the 1, 
put mfor"!ation in the newspa. urdn to \omeone ebc ... he said. 
PE'r, post signs at recreation cen- lfo\\'ei er, the libr <Jr\ Fnends 
l~rs and use f<CSC's commun,ca group w,11 rnntinue tui1cJra,.w

1
g 

lions resources. effort:, followmg the "
1

·

1
tch 

10 

He suggested ballots could be 
av~lable at the librar> on the pre­
scnbed election date and mem. 
bers would come lo the facilities 
!0 

vote. The Proce::.s would also 
include a ballot monitor to make 
sure the ballor box is not stuffed 

.. The monitor would have a i,~
1 of '!!embers and when thev voted 

lhe1r name would be crossed of( " 

\.\.'hen Maricopa County Li counn dNnc.1 operat,o,, to fund 
~rary D1stnct assumes opera lb eftort, to support fh1· lihraf\ 
tional control of the librarv, the ,\.Jr. Hd_1:, l'Xplained. 
rnatenal assets Will be transferred "So our future budget docs re 
to the d,stnct. Howel'er, mon- nee, costs and ~venue tor fund-

he said. ' 

Ho"."ever, Mary Anne McDon­
ald said mailing ballots should 
be done for at least the first year 
then board elections could b~ 

et~ry assets will remain With the raising·· he expla11ied 
combined library/fnends board The library board expencnced 
according to Bob Hays, board an o,x•rat111g loss of Ju::.r more 
lre~urer. He-reported library do- than S133,000 for 200 . 
n_allons were down in 2008 espe. Prut your opinions In ,,,,, Pub/I 
c1ally Ill the latter months. ' l:rsu,,s Forum or www.news::.ap.com~ 

"I_ at(6bute most of that to the Sun Cities N,,,,, &litor Rust,· Brod. 
poss,b1l,ty of the county (library) •hou con be reached or 623.445. 

~72S or rbradshou•'o nt>u;,::.ap.com . 

l 



Sun Cities Independent 17/Sep/08 
VF SC Library 

Board mulls library change 
SC facility may 
go to county control 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

branch vvithin its district. It is also 
expected the board vvill conduct 
a vote to determine whether to 
pursue the county option, ac­
cording to Mary Goittia, library 
director. 

f'l ~ "The library board and rec 
If YOU go,:. centers board would have to 
sun City Library Board 1 reach agreement," she said. 

9 a.m. Thursday, Se.pt 18 . Maricopa County Board of Su-
- .., pervisors would also have to buy 

Hoover Room at Sun.City )Jbrary, ; into the proposal and that would 
16828 N. 99th Ave. · 1 require a vote of the board, Mr. 

,. ✓ } ,,.,. 

On the Web 
This story Is online at the PJblic 
Issues Forum, www.newsmp/ , . , 
forums.com. ·~ ~ 

f' ,., "' 

Sun City Library patrons may 
see a new operator of the facil­
ity. 

The library's board of direc-

"The library has a need for 
dedicated funding and the board 
is simply exploring opportuni­
ties," Ms. Goittia said. " It is hard 
to run a l ibrary vvithout dedicat­
ed funding." 

to Nelson Mitchell, library district 
spokesman. 

Mitchell explained. 
"There would also be a re­

search of the financial situation," 
he said. 

to say anything on the matter at 
that time. Board members Mary 
Anne McDonald and Tom Scan­
lan were also called for com­
ment, but did not return calls by 
press time. . tors will hear options 9 a.m. 

Thursday, Sept. 18 in the Hoover 
Room of the library, 16828 N. 
99th Ave., for having the county 
make the Sun City Library a 

Maricopa County has taken 
in private libraries in the past. 
including in Gilbert, according 

However, handing over the 
Sun City Library would not be 
a "done deal" if the Sun City Li­
brary board voted in favor of it, 
according to Ms. Goittia. 

Sun City Library board mem­
ber Irene Shoup was contacted 
Sept. IO for comment, but said 
it would not be proper for her 

While no decision had been 
made yet, board member Nancy 

Sec Library - Page 10 

Library 
Continued From Page I 

Tsucl1yia said there c1rc advantag 
es to having the county operate 
the Sun City L1brar\' 

"Technology is ·so expensive," 
she said. "When you have an 
entity like the county buying soft­
ware, they can do more." 

She added Sun C1tv residents 
arc paying taxes into 'the county 
library system but get no benefits 
because they have 110 county 
library in the community. How­
ever. residents can visit and get 
cards from county libraries in tile 
area. such a!> SurprisP and Peoria. 
Ms. Coittia said some Sun City 
residents already patronize the 
Youngtown library, wl11ch is not 
111 the county district. 

Ms. Tsuchyia said having the 
county operate the Sun City L1 
brary would not take away scrvic 
cs. rather it would provide more 

"I t would open up the world." 
she said. ·'There is a large stack 
of pros to this (county opcrat1011) 
and only a few cons." 

County involvement 111 the 
S11n City Library evolved from Ms. 
Goittia's search to gain funding 
for an automated catalog in the 
Sun City facility. She explored the 
possibihty of funding it through 
the county, similar to the effort 
at the Desert Foothills Library in 
Cave Creek. a private facihty. 
. "Tlicy were able to do that at 
Desert Foothills because it was 
located 111 an incorporated town. 
which provided an entity to man 
age the funds," Ms. c;oittia said. 
"We .ire 1101 in an incorporated 
tOWll .. 

County officials then suggest­
ed inakmg the Sun City lac1hty a 
cou11tv branch library. v1s. Goitt1a 
'>did 

··since it was put on the table. 
It was sor11ethi11g we 11('t'd(•d to 
explon•." she said. 

\lr. \l1tchell said countv su­
pervisors would 11ot comment 
on tl1e prospect of taking over 
operatI0I1 of l ite Sun City Library 
because a lorrnal request had 1101 
been 111acle. 13ut library district 
officials and Sun City Library rep 
resentatives did meet Sept. 16 to 
talk about the details of such a re 
quest, accordi11g to Mr. M1tclll'II. 

" It is our u11(Jcrst,111cli11g tl1at 
the Recreation Ce11ters ol Sun 
City Is accl'ptablc to rnuI Ity i1 1-
volve1 11c11t with the lihr,1ry," Mr. 
Mitchell said. 

Ti111 Galen. RCSC spokes111a11, 
s;11d the rec center board has 11 01 

been approached regarding a 
county takeover of tile lit>rary and 
until approached would h,1ve no 
con11nent on the matter. 

If the Sun City Librar, board 
votes to request count, opera­
tion. ii would have to make a 
presentation to the cou11ty hoard 
of supervisors, accorcl1ng to Mr. 
Mitchell. The board would tl ien 
vote to either accept or reject the 
request. he added. 

Post yo11r opi11io11 in the Puhlic Is-, 
s11es Forum nt www.11ewszop.co111. 
Lead News I::c/itor Rusty Brae/shaw 
can fu, reached or 623-445-2725 or 

r/Jmdsha,u(c., 1IeI,, ... zap.co11I. 
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Library offers services for 
visually impaired 

As we get a little older, our eyes just 
do not get any younger. Sometimes, 
eyesight changes dramatically. This 
does not mean that we can't use the 
library, though. In fact, the library has 
many resources and services to offer 
the visually impaired. 

Magnifying readers are located in 
the computer room and the periodi­
cal sections of the library. Just slip the 
book or newspaper under the glass 
and read each page in large print. 
The print size can be adjusted based 
on individual needs. Ask one of the 
librarians for assistance. 

We also have one of the largest col­
lections of large-type books right here 
in Sun City. We are constantly add­
ing new books for our patrons' enjoy-

, ment. We order large-print best sellers 
on a regular basis. 

The library has hundreds of books 
on tape and CD for checkout, as well. 

Also, through an agreement with the 
Arizona State Braille and Talking Book 
Library, the Sun City Library provides 
exchange services to patrons who 
are having difficulty with machines 
issued by the state library. 

The library offers homebound ser­
vices, in conjunction with the U.S. 
Postal Service. The agreement pro­
vides free delivery and return of 
large-print books for library patrons 
who are blind or who cannot use or 
read conventionally printed material 
due to a physical handicap. Please call 
623-974-2569 for information regard­
ing our services. 

Patrons may also apply for the Ari­
zona State Library Braille and Talking 
Books Division free library services. 
The Arizona State Library has over 
90 popular magazines in Braille and 
recorded formats available for eligi­
ble subscribers. There are also many 
books available in various formats. 

Helpful links for the vision impaired 
are: 

The Arizona State Braille and Talk-
ing Book Library www.lib.az.us/ 
braille/abo11t rfm 

Read Easily Ebooks Online Library, 
www.readeasily.com. This site pro­
vides online Ebooks that can be eas­
ily read online. The reader is able to 
adjust the magnification for personal 
need. 



MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

John Willy , standing, will retire from his job as branch manager at Fairway Library Nov. 14. 
Assistant Branch Manager Annette Lopez will take his place, and Scott Luebke will assist her. 

Faiaway Library manager retires 
ANNIE BOON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Fairway Library branch 
Manager John Willy is retir­
ing after nearly five years at 
the library. 

"I have enjoyed immensely 
serving this community down 
here," Willy said. "The knowl­
edge that I have helped the 
people here is ample payment 
for all these years." 

The Sun Cttlan was no 
stranger to Fairway Library 
when he began working at 
the library In February 2001. 
Mary Ellen Danley, president 
of the Sun City Library Board 
of Trustees, said she remem­
bers when Willy was a patron 
of the library. He would read 
in the library for hours on 

end and was often the last 
patron to leave the library 
after closing time she said. 

"We almost had to kick 
him out sometimes," Danley 
said. "He stepped Into the 
position at short notice and 
has worked hard to upgrade 
Fairway Library. He's very 
well-liked by volunteers. We 
regret losing him." 

After his last day at the 
library Nov. 14, Willy, 67, 
said he Is looking forward to 
traveling in his free time. He 
has already planned bike 
tours through Loire, Paris, 
and northern Idaho. 

Assistant Branch Manager 
Annette Lopez will replace 
Willy as branch manager of 
Fairway Library. She has 
worked with the Sun City 

libraries since 1996. As 
branch manager, Lopez said 
she hopes to update the 
library's reference materials 
and media department with 
new DVDs, CDs and videos. 
She said she would like to see 
high-quality books added to 
the inventory. 

"I'm very excited. I always 
wanted to be a branch man­
ager," Lopez said, adding that 
Willy will be missed at Fair­
way. "He was good to work 
with. He was very friendly, 
a nd he ' s a good 
people-person." 

For information about the 
Sun City libraries, <;all 
974-2569. 

Annie Boon may be 
reached at 876-2532 or 
aboon@a2tlib.com. 
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I Sun City Library volunteer ~tacks up service hours 
MITCHELL VANTREASE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The interaction with people 
and books has kept Mary Lou 
Salas at the Sun City Library 
as a volunteer. 

"I love talking with others 
and being around all of these 
interesting books," she said. 

·since 1989 when s h e 
retired, Salas has clocked 
more than 2,500 hours at the 
99th Avenue and Bell Road 
branch. 

The Sun Citian said she's 
performed a number of jobs 
froin greeting visitors to 
shelving books. 

"You're surrounded by a 
wealth of' information righ t 
here," she said. 

Nancy Donielson, library 
volunteer coordinator, said 
240 residents participate in 
the volunteer program, 
including the Fairway 
branch. Their jobs have 

RYAN D' AGOSTINO/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Mary Lou Salas voll!nteers four hours every Monday at the 
Sun City Library. The former teacher has logged more than 
2,500 hours of service at the library since 1989. 

ranged from working in the 
computer room and audio­
visual department to shelving 

book s and answering 
questions. 

"Without our volunteers, 

FYI 
■ WHAT: Sun City Library volon-­
teer. 
■ INFO: 974-2569. 

we truly wouldn't be able to 
function," she said. "I'm very 
pleased with all of the work 
that's been done so far. 

"We appreciate ·all of 
things they've done- because 
we couldn't survive without 
them." 

Salas said she has always 
been fond of libraries because 
she's a retired fifth -grade 
teacher. 

"I took an aptitude test one 
time that said I should be a 
librarian," she said, laughing. 

For four hours each Mon­
day, residents might spot 
Salas sitting at the front 
desk, checking books and 
rental tapes or shelving 
books. 

"I'm here to help anybody 
that needs help, and I love 
talking with people," she 
said. "It's the perfect job for 
me to have as a retiree." 

In addition to the library, 
she's volunteered at a few 
entertainment ve n ues, 
including the Phoenix The­
at er and Black Th eatre 
Troupe. 

Doniel~on said she's.proud 
of Salas and believes she's 
personified what volunteers 
should be not just to the 
library, but also to othoc 
organizations. 

"(Salas) is really interested 
and tnthusiastic about what 
she does, and it shows," she 
said. "She's typified all of the 
things volunteers should do." 

if you have a community 
service story to tell, Mitchell 
Vantrease may be reached at 
876 - 2526 or 
mvantrease@aztrib.com. 
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Artists showcase works at library 
Palo Verde 
group kicks 
off celebration 
ANNIE BOON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City Library and 
Cultural Center kicked off 
National Library Week with a 
tribute to art, inspiration and 
good will. 

Monday morning, patrons 
of the Sun City Library at Bell 

. Recreation Center were 
greeted by 145 pieces of origi­
nal artwork provided by the 
Palo Verde Artists, a group of 
about 165 Sun Citians who 
represent varying levels of 
artistic experience. 

Artwork can be purchased 
right off the walls, and as, 
soon as a piece is bought, a 
new one will take its place. ' 
The exhibit will continue 
throughout the year, and 
during a reception for 
National Library Week 2006, 
20 percent of the artwork's 
proceeds will be presented to 
the llbi:ary as a donation. R Sh : id t "It 1·ust makes ~ense. If we "Like any gallery. it's in a 

STEVE CHERIIEJ(/(JAILY NEWS-SUN 

Works by the Palo Verde Artists hang above patr~ns' heads in the Sun City Library and Cultural Center Monday: · 

• . . . ul al on one, VICe pres en 11 t . 'II 
Smee this is a c tur of the Palo Verde Artists said \could, we'd have ce is m constant state of flux - it 

center as well as a library, we his group is 'gearing ~p to 'there everyday and really be constantly moving,· Shone 
decided to brtng_ the art in • expand its exhibits to the make it a cultural center," said. "People won't have a 
and let people en Joy µie vari- Fairway Library . and other Shone said. "Besides some I chance to ·get bored.• 
ety," . said Gina Jannink, local venues The display at entertainment. like movies, I Grace Gardner, Be 11 
librarian at Bell. "The deco,r Bell Library is the first ·of Its we wanted to get some fine Library volunteer, said the 
and the scenery here hadn t kind, Shone said, and work- art in there." once arid library walls now 
changed for years. r_e wanted ing with the library and cul-

1 
As_ the ~rtwork wi_ll be look more like a g~llery. 

to fr~shen our loo ~ and this tural center is a logical rotatmg as pieces sell, hbra:)' "l think it's a lovely dis­
defimtely does that. partnership. patrons can expect to see d1f- play It adds something to the 

ferent pieces hung through- libr~ry," Gardner said. "Your 
out the year. eye ls drawn to them." 

-Volunteer Pat Robinson 
agreed. 

"They were. the first thing I 
saw when I walked in thi~ 
morning." Robinson said. "l 
love it." 

The .works of art incl_ude 
acrylics, pen and ink, pastel. 
watercolor, oil and mixed 
media. Prices range from $20 
to $650. 

d;);):l{ Ol Ul;)l{l ;)li!J\JlOW A 

11,ll ·i<nunlJOddo ue · Slsn1-e 
;)S;)4l ;)J\Jij Ol P;)llJX;) OS ;)J,;)M. 
·pi-es ;)Uoqs • ' spuno1ij:l{:rnq 
snopu;)UI;).Jl 4l!h\ Slsn1-e Al!J 
uns A{P!JlS ;)J'e ;)S;)qJ,. 
working on their art, . and 
that's a good thing.· 

The artwork exhibit is open 
to the public, and library 
patrons will be invited to pick 
up a Gallery Guide that lists 
all of the parti~ipating artists, 
the titles of their work and an 
associated number code for 
each piece with the · artist's 
asking price for each artwork. 
Those interested in purchas­
ing a particµlar piece should 

make their check out to Palo 
Verde Artists Club. 

A different Palo Verde Art­
ist will be feature·d each 

, month. This month, ·artist 
Anita Paulson of Sun City is 
being featured with her piece, 
"Bontanical Delight," which 
sits on a. solo easel in the 

, foyer and is selling for $480. 
Annie Boon may be 

reached .at 876-2532 or 
aboon@aztrib.com. 



"A Gallery Guide to tbe Art of tbe p_~o Verde Artists, SUD City, AZ"" 

"C BI " . STEVE CHERIIEl(/OAJL y NEWS-SUN 
~c~us oom by Arlene Par~in, left, _and "Hummingbirds" by Anita Paulso11. are among the 

parntrngs by the Palo Verde Artists on display at Sun City Library and Cultural Center. 
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Fairway Library site 
back on ground floor 

1 From Al 

ANNIE BOON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Preliminary plans to renovate 
Fairway Recreation Center are 
under way, and to the satisfaction of 
the Sun City Library and Cultural 
Center board, the library is now 
planned for a ground floor space. 

In November, Fai rway Library 
manager John Willy prepared for a 
worst-case scenario after seeing pre­
liminary line drawings for the reno­
vation that showed the library on 
the second floor of a new two-story 
building. 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City board of directors is proposing 
to construct the elevator-accessible 
bullding on Fairway's 44-year-old 
campus. It will house various clubs 
and the library. 

However, moving the library to 
the second floor would have been 
taxing 011 libra ry patrons, who tend 
to be older retirees, and would be 
unwise because of the weight of 
books a nd library equipment, Willy 
said. 

Determined to rally for the lower 
level spot. Willy and other library 
repre!ientatives attended three 

proximity to the parking lot. 

"There's no reason to pre­
vent us from being able to 
operate on the second floor, " 
said Bill Johnson, Computer 
Club president. "They asked 
for a volun teer, and we 
decided we could be on the 
second floor easily." 

A new and larger Arizona 
Room may be Included adja­
cent· to the library, providing 
additional meeting space, he 
added. 

Dickson emphasized that 
nothing Is final yet, and pub­
lic meetings will be held in 
the future to gather even fur­
ther Input Into the project. 
Construction at Fairway 
won't likely begin until late 
2006, Dickson said, and no 
budget has been approved by 
the board. 

Floor plans and square 
footage have not been decid­
ed. but the new library space 
will likely be s lightly larger 
than Its existing space, Willy 
said, and It will be in close 

meetings mediated by RCSC presi­
den t Norm Dickson and attended by 
Fairway's club presidents. 

The Fairway meeti ngs a r e 
designed to bring club presidents. 
library management and the RCSC 
board together to _establish renova­
tion plans tha t would work for 
everyone, Dickson said. The meet· 
ings will continue throughout the 
building process, he said. 

At Thursday'sHbrary board meet­
ing, W11ly was pleased to report that 
the RCSC board heard the library's 
plea. 

During the most recent Fairway 
meeting on Feb. 7, the RCSC pre­
sented revised preliminary line 
drawings that show the library on 
the ground floor. 

"I was thrilled to death when the 
library was put on floor one," Willy 
said. "My patrons here are unani­
mously opposed to having the 
library on the second floor." 

The Computer Club of Sun City, 
which was originally slated for a 
ground floor spot, volunteered to be 
on the second floor, giving the 
library its space. 

See LIBRARY, 15 

The next phase will deal 
with the club's and library's 
speciflc needs regarding elec­
tricity, plumbing, storage and 
other building factors, he 
said. 

Both Johnson and Willy 
agree the RCSC and club 
leaders are doing their best to 
execute a successful planning 
process for the Fatrway reno· 
vatlons. 

"They are listening now, 
absolutely," W1lly said. "I 
think they are handling the 
process well up to this point. 

We'll see what happens next." 
"The recreation centers are 

Including us all the way. 
informing us and asking our 
opinion a nd needs a nd 
wants." Johnson said. ·1 
think they're doing an excel­
lent job." 

For Information about 
RCSC projects or to express 
your opinion to the RCSC 
board, call 876-3000. 

Annie Boon can be reached 
at 876 - 2532 or 
aboon@aztrib.com. 
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Bell Library updates look 
ANNIE BOON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The entry way of Sun City's 
Bell Library Is ">eing freshened 
to improve the first Impres­
sions of patrons. 

"The area will be more open 
so that patrons can get a bet­
ter view of the library when 
they walk in," said Regina 
Jannink, librarian at Bell 
Library. 

The small-scale revamping 
will make the library more 
inviting to patrons and will 
display the library's resource 
materials in a more attractive 
way, Jannink said. The result 
\\ill be a more personal and 

informative environment, she 
added. 

The project will cost the 
library's capital improvement 
fund about $1,946, Jannink 
said. Construction begins Sat­
urday and will last for about 
two weeks. she said. 

Plans Include replacing the 
sandwich board in front of the 
library with a 3-foot by 4-foot 
sign to advertise sales, events 
and other announcements. 

Wood slatwall, a grooved 
surface used to hang displays 
or materials, will be installed 
on each entry wall. to display 
various resources available to 
Sun Citlans and seniors. A 
cabinet w!ll sit below each 

slatwall to hold extra copies of 
the literature displayed. 
Library hours will be displayed 
on a new stand-alone sign in 
the foyer. 

The area around the circu­
lation desk will also be rear­
ranged to become more "peo­
ple friendly," Jannink said. 
The information desk will be 
repositioned to be the first 
thing patrons see when they 
enter. 

"They will be greeted by a 
smlltng volunteer who will 
direct them where they need 
to go: she said. 

For Information about the 
Sun City Library and Cultural 
Center. call 974-2569. 
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SC Library head 
plans retireinent 
STAFF REPORT 

Duling Thursday's board of 
trustees meeting. Charles 
Youngman announced his 
retirement as Sun City Library 
and Cultural Center's execu­
tive director. 

Youngman intends to 
remain in the position to train 
the incoming director, even if 
that means staying on 
through the fall or the end of 
the year. 

·1 want this to be a smooth 
transition," Youngman said. ·1 
wanted to let (the board mem­
bers) know in advance so they 
could start the process." 

Mary Ellen Danley, library 
board president. said Young­
man's professionalism has 
been a great benefit to the 
library. 

·we·re going to miss him a 

lot.· Danley said. '"The library 
is the way It is because of 
him." 

Three candidates are being 
considered. The ideal replace· 
ment would have a master's 
degree in library science. an 
aptitude for working in a 
senior environment and the 
ability to continue Young­
man's efforts, Danley said. 

Board members plan to 
meet in early July to deliber­
ate and make their decision 
on who will fill Youngman·s 
shoes. The new director will 
most likely step into the posi­
tion in early September. 

Youngman has served as 
library airector for about 15 
years, Danley said. 

Youngman said he and his 
wife plan to enjoy their Pres­
cott home after his retirement. 
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Sun City Library preserving Arizonans' role in WWII 
By Charles Kelly 

The Arizona Republic 

Far from where World War II 
was fought - the frozen forests 
of Europe, the beaches of Nor­
mandy and Italy, the sun-seared 
islands of the South Pacific - re­
searchers in Arizona are giving 
voice to the war's veterans before 
time and age remove them for­
ever. 

In Sun City, library volunteers 
help former service people and 
home-front workers shape their 

Inside 
■ See Page 82 today and each 
day until Memorial Day for 
recollections of World War II 
veterans and homefront workers. 

memoirs: In Tempe, a dedicated 
amateur has gathered informa­
tion about the war's Hispanic avi­
ators from Arizona. Last year, 
various historians pulled to­
gether Arizona Goes to War: The 
Home Front and the Front Lines 
During World War II, edited by 

Brad Melton and Dean Smith. 
Educator Thomas Barratt and 

Charles Youngman, executive di­
rector of the Sun City Library, 
came up with the idea of making 
the library a repository for mem-

. ories of various wars, particu­
larly World War II. 

With the World War II genera­
tion passing away and many 
veterans living in the Sun City 
area, the two wanted to make 
sure their stories survived. 

"When I leave, I want future 
generations to come here who 

have no recollection of World 
War II and say, 'Here's some 
prime material, some amazing 
stuff,'" said Youngman, 67. 

The chance to gather the mate­
rial is fleeting, added Barratt, 76. 

"This is a dying generation," he 
said. "It would be nice if we could ' 
help people preserve the infor- , .. 
mation on what it cost for them to 
have their freedom." 

The effort by the Sun City Li­
brary is already having an impact 

See WWII Page B2 

Maki histo· ng , ,rJ 
■ For information abou~ how to take part in the Sun 
City Library's veteran history effort, call the library at 
(623) 974-2569. · . ....... ..... .., ............ 

,:i -,; f ..,. 

■To take part in the Veterans•History'Project in _. •• • 
Washington; D.¢.~ vi~it www.loc.gov/folklife/v~ts/ ,..or 
phone 1-(202)-707~49\6,.or tlie Message Line, 
1-888-371-5848, o"r, the FAX Line, 1,-(202)-252-2046. ~-• 
Or e-mail vohp@loc.gov. Or write': the Veterans ' 
History Project. American Folklife Center, Library of · 
Cbngress, 101 Independence Ave., SE, Washington, 
D.C. 20540-4615. 

• t 
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nationally. It has shipped writ­
ten transcripts of veterans in­
terviews (many of them con­
ducted by Barratt) and video­
taped veterans talks to the 
Veterans History Project at 
the Library of Congress in 
Washington, D.C. 

Those operating the project 
want to use May 29's dedica­
tion of the World War II Memo­
rial in Washington to inspire 
people to submit memoirs, said 
Anneliesa Behrend, public af­
fairs coordinator for the proj­
ect. 

"Arizona's doing great 
work," she said. 

The Sun City Library is 
among more than a thousand 
organizations across the coun­
try, including universities, 
veterans service groups and 
high school history classes, 
that have supplied information 
in the two years the project has 
been active, Behrend said. 

About 45 interview tran­
scripts and 40 videotapes have 
been gathered by the Sun City 
Library since its effort began 
in 1996 as an offshoot of form­
ing a World War II round-table 
discussion group. 

Tempe historian Smith, who 
helped edit Arizona Goes to 
War, said the memories are es-• 
pecially important for this 
state, which boomed because 
service people who trained 
here came back to live once the 
war was over. 

"There was the old Arizona 
before the war and the new 
Arizona since then," Smith 
said. 

And the new Arizona could 
be as fascinating as the old, 
though historians traditionally 
have focused on the "cowboys 
and Indians" themes of pre­
statehood Arizona, Smith said. 

The fact that much Arizona 
history is relatively unex­
plored opened a door for Tem­
pe resident Rudolph Villarreal, 

64, a retired quality-assurance 
engineer in the aerospace in­
dustry. 

His heritage and interest in 
aircraft led him to research the 
stories of Arizona Hispanics 
who served as pilots or on air­
crews in World War II. He was 
surprised to find these men 
numbered about 200. 

He self-published a book, 
Arizona's Hispanic Flyboys, to 
highlight their role in the war, 
which he thinks got lost be­
cause so many Arizonans 

served in that conflict. 
"I don't think they were 

(purposely) overlooked," Vil­
larreal said. " I just think they 
were caught up in the num­
bers." 

Sometimes amateur efforts 
at World War II history, such as 
that of Villarreal, provide rich 
material on the war. 

P-38 pilot Claude Murray, a 
Sun City resident who served 
in the 7th Photo Recon Group 
in the war, produced a fascinat­
ing 67-page self-published 

memoir about his experience 
called Flight Boots to Wooden 
Shoes. 

It recounts how Murray, 
n~w 82, hid from the Nazis for 
seven months in occupied Hol­
land after his plane was shot 
down on Oct. 6, 1944. He posed 
as a deaf-mute Dutch sales­
man. 

"Frankly, it's my war story," 
Murray said. "It's all true, it's 
all great and everybody likes 
it. And it's unusual." 

Murray said a historian 

helped him with his account 
and he is grateful for that help'. 
That's a common reaction 
among World War II veterans 
who finally get to explore and 
record this vital part of their 
experience, said Youngman: 

"A lot of them say ... 'We're 
glad to lmow when we pass on 
that somebody at least will ap­
preciate what we did.' " 

Reach the reporter at 
charles.kelly@arizonarepublic.com 
or (602) 444-6936. 

Mark Henle/The Arizona Republic 
Thomas Barratt (left) and Charles Youngman chat in front of 
the World War II ,collection at the Sun City Library and Cul­
tural Center. The two came up with the idea for the collection. 
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Sun City 
library polls 
plentiful 
STAFF REPORT 

Sun City Library and Cultural 
Center, 16828 N. 99th Ave., had Its 
largest voter turnout In this year's 
election. , 

Winning three-year terms were 
Vicky Dingman, Phyllis Orsi and 
Irene Shoup. Winning a two-year 
term was Ned Trembley. Donald 
Manlove was the fourth candidate . 

More. than 295 ballots were cast. 
The nominating committee was 
Shoup, the chairwoman, Andy 
Braunels, Trembley, Lillian Cox, 
Marton Yearnd and Margaret 
Manson. 

Yearnd, Dave Scoville, Marge 
Broome and Manson counted the 
ballots Wednesday. 

The library's annual meeting also 
was Wednesday, with reports from 
Mary Ellen Danley, president; 
Shoup, secretary; Braunels, treasur­
er; John Willy, manager of the Fair­
way branch; and Cnarles Young­
man, director of the Bell branch. 

For Information about the library, 
call 974-2569. 

LIBRARIES 
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More than just books 

JOY LAMBERT-SI.AGOWSICI/OAILY NEWS-SUN 

Bell Library volunteer coordinator Nancy 
Danielson shows off the children's section of 
the library, which features books and activities 
for children. Right, volunteer Pat Schloss, 
right, suggest some action movies for John 
Irving to rent through the library. Bell Library 
is open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. tQ 4 
p.m., Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
closed on Sunday. The library is also planning 
a book sale for July 11 . 

VF LIBRARIES 

JOY LAMBERT·SlAGOWSICIA)All Y NEWS-SUN 



r:n 
r:.:J 
H 
0:: 
-<t: 

IE 
H 
...:i 

SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT October 30, 2002 

Library posts $10,000 net loss for year 
Estate contributions proved facility's financial salvation 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

The Sun City Library will 
cease to exist by some time in 
2004 unless enhanced rev­
enue sources are not located. 

That gloomy forecast was 
made by Chuck Youngman, 
library executive director, 
during the library's Board of 
Trustees annual meeting Oct. 
23. 

The library, which posted a 
net operating loss of $10,336 
In fiscal year 2001-02, has 
experienced financial prob-

!ems for several years. Last 
year's operating loss was a 
significant Improvement over 
the $109,732 operating loss 
posted In 2000-01. 

"Projections based on our 
current income indicate that 
unless we receive approxi­
mately $450,000 to $500,000 
annually we will cease to exist 
as a viable library by some 
time In 2004, unless we get 
more estate money," Mr. 
Youngman said. 

"This year we were fortu­
nate to receive more estate 
money than last year, ff he said. 

"We are going to need more 
estate money ifwe are going to 
survive:· 

The library was the benefi­
ciary of bequeaths totaling 
$226,633 during the past fis­
cal year. That was up s harply 
from the $84,412 received 
during 2000-01. 

··our estate money is really 
is saving us,·· Mr. Youngman 
said. "Without the estate 
money, we would really be in a 
hole." 

Without the generosity of 
estate bequeaths the library 
would have posted an operat-

Ing loss of$236,969. 
"On an ongoing basis, the 

library has had financial diffi­
culties," observed Ted Bar­
rett, Board of Trustees presi­
dent. "The library needs a 
secure course of funding, 
s uch as the Recreation Cen­
ters (or the establishment of 
an endowment fund) . 

"In the interim, the best 
thing we can do it keep the 
library open the best way we 
can," he continued. 

"We really believe we really 
have a fine library and cultur­
al center and it is meeting the 

L1· brary RCSC director and library 
liaison, during the Oct. 1 7 

C Library Board meeting. Sun 

group of volunteers who pro­
vide the services we need 
here, ff he added. ontinued From Page 1 City West's library ts operated 

Rec Centers ta king It over," by that community's Recre­
Mr. Youngman opined. He ation Centers. 
said he would favor absorp- Mr. Youngman credited the 
lion by the Rec Centers. · contributions made by volun-

"It. should be stressed that teers for keeping the library 
the library is performing a afloat. Volunteers donated 
service for the Recreation 34, ?88 to the library last fis­
Centers that only costs them cal year. 
t;he price of the buildings and "Do~ated services for 2001 
maintenance thereof, which would amount to 
they estimate at an annual $·179,158.20 based on th'e 
cost of$150,000," Mr. Young- current minimum wage of 
man said. $5.15 per hour," Mr. Young­

Having the RCSC take over 
the library was suggested by 
Chuck Chadbourn, ~ former 

man said. "Without the volun­
teers we would not be able to 
operate the libraries. 

"We have a wonderful 

Mr. Barratt mentioned the 
devotion of volunteers allows 
the library to operate with an 
absolute minimum number of 
paid employees. 

"We are convinced we have 
a good staff and a minimum 
staff, ff Mr. Barratt said. "They 
are not working for a 
grandiose salary, ff Mr. Young­
man said. 

The need for an infusion of 
funding Is nearing a crisis 
since Mr. Youngman belives 
the carpeting at Bell Library 
will have to be replaced within 
the next year or two and the 
cost will approach $60,000. 

needs of the community," Mr. 
Barratt added. 

Mr. Barratt said establish­
ment of an endowment fund 
would be the ultimate salva­
tion for the libra ry. He esti­
mated it would require an 
endowment of $8 to $10 mil­
lion, and he doubted that 
could be attained, especially 
during the current economic 
climate. . 

"The future of the library is 
going to depend on (a large 
financial endowment) or the 

See Library - Page 5 
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SC Library pulls plug on porn p·erusers. 
By Ryan Jones 
Independent Newspapers 

Due to a growing trend, the 
Sun City Library board has 
adopted a new policy regard­
ing the viewing of sexually 
explicit Web sites at the library. 

The new policy states that 
"library computer worksta­
tions may not be used to view 
sexually explicit materials that 
appeal to the (excessive sexual) 
Interests of the library patron." 

The policy also explains 
that If the material is viewed, 
and a library employee sees it, 
then the person will be., asked 
to remove the offending mate­
rial from the computer screen 
and asked to never access it 
again. 

If the patron does not com­
ply, then they will be asked to 
leave the library. In the event 
that a patron is removed, they 
will receive a letter from the 
library director stating that 

library privileges have been 
revoked. The revocation can 
either pe permanent or tempo­
rary. "It is really up to the 
librarian," said Sun City 
Library Director Charles 
Youngman. 

"We have an Internet use 
policy, but we did not think 
that we would have a problem 
with this when we passed it," 
said Mr. Youngman. 

The main concern of. the 
library on this issue is the fact 
that people have children and 
grandchildren who come to 
the library. "We don't want to 
have kids standing around and 
seeing (offensive material) at 
our library," Mr. Youngman 
said. 

Mr. Youngman noted that 
when computers were initially 
installed in the library, there 
was no problem with the 

-patrons accessing such sites. 
The problem has grown so 
much that it is now at a point 

were at least one person a 
week is caught viewing sexual­
ly explicit or offensive materi­
als. 

"The worst problem we 
had," explained Mr . . Young­
man, "was one individual who 
came in, and had obviously 
been drinking. He came in, 
went straight to the computers 
and accessed one of these Web 
sites." This was a little more 
extreme than most cases, but 
it gives a good example of this 
problem. 

Thi& new policy was enact­
ed Oct. 17, so it will take a little 
time to see how well it will 
work. The new policy has been 
posted at both the Fairway and 
the Bell branches of the Sun 
City library and no problems 
have been reported so far. 

The Sun City West Library 
does not have a similar policy 
in place for its patrons· 1nter­
net usage and there are no 
plans to Implement such a pol-

icy at the library, according to 
Marcia Lea, head librarian. 

Ms. Lea believes there is no 
need to establish measures to 
prevent the viewing of sexually 
explicit material from the Web 
because the Internet access 
available on the library's. com­
puters supports only text. 

"At this point, we don't have 
any problems," Ms. Lea said. 
"With what we have, you could­
n't get anywhere like that. 

"I suppose there are places 
people can·go where there are 
words that are offensive to 
other people. But the people 
here using (the computers) 
only seem to be using them for 
e-mail," Ms. Lea added. 

According to Ms. Lea, the 
Sun City West library has no 
plans to attain Internet service 
with Image and graphics sup­
port. 

Jeremy Pearlman con­
tributed to this story. 
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Former director 
proposes changes 
to aid SC Library 
Two possible plans suggested 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

A former Recreation Cen­
ters of Sun City Inc. Govern­
ing Board member has pro­
posed a pla n to help the 
financially strapped Sun City 
Library. 

. Chuck Chadbourn, who 
served a stint as the RCSC 
liaison to the library, presenl­
ed his proposal to the Library 
Board of Trustees during the 
board's Oct. 1 7 meeting. 

Mr. Chadbourn, who has 
a n accounting background , 
said, "I feel the two libraries 
here are very important to the 
community ... To keep them 
viable, "a financia l change 
mus t be accomplished," he 
added . 

"I care about the Sun City 
Libra ry,.. Mr. Chadbourn 
said . ··1 care about a ll 
libraries.·· 

Mr. Chadbourn offered two 
a lterna tives for keeping the 
library viable : 

■ Turn over the library to 
the Recreation Centers of S un 
City, Inc. and they can run iL 
as a Rec Centers department 

This would a llow the $ 15 

annual library card fee to be 
elim inated . Mr. Chadbourn 
s ugges ted it could be 
replaced with an approximate 
$7 per person increase in the 
annua l Rec Centers assess­
ment. 

■ Keep the Library Corp. 
operating as is but reduce 
payroll significantly. 

Mr. Chadbourn proposed 
the S un City Library could 
reduce its expenses by paring 
its number of paid employees 
and using more volunteers. 
thereby reducing wage and 
benefit expenditures. 

He s uggested retaining 
only two full-time employees, 
who would receive health 
benefits, and seven part-time 
workers (20 hours weekly). 
who would not receive paid 
health benefits. Those 
employees would be supple­
mented with volunteers. 

'The Fairway Library 
could be operated by all vol­
unteers with purchases made 
by the Bell libraria n ... Mr. 
Chadbourn said. 

He mention.ed that Sun 
City Wesrs library, which is 

See Library - Page 5 
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Library 
Continued From Page 1 
operated by the Rec Centers, 
has on ly two full-time 
employees. 

"The Friends of the Library 
purchase all the books," Mr. 
Chadbourn said. "They spend 
about $70,000 annually ... 

He noted the Sun City West 
Library will spend an esti­
mated $ 170,000 on payroll 
and b enefits this year. Con­
versely, the Sun City Library 
expended approximately 
$23 1,000 on payroll and ben­
efits through the firs t eight 
months of this calendar year. 

"If they adopt a program 
similar to Sun City Wes t, the 
librar y would save about 
$ 139,000 (in payroll costs)," 
Mr. Chac;!.bourl} eslifl\~\~P; _ 

Mr. Chadbourn · ~lso 
expressed his s upport for the 
monthly visits by the Marico­
pa C<;>Unty 1-,tb rary .bqokmo­
bile. He said he did not 
understand the Sun City 
Library Board's objection to 
U1ls service. 

s uch as the bookmobile and 
the new libra ry in Surprise 
(scheduled to open in Novem­
ber):· Mr. Chadbourn said . 

"I think we need to do 
something and it needs to be 
d r amatic," h e continued . 
··some board decisions m ay 
hurt some fr iends of theirs. 
These are tough decisions but 
the boa rd needs to make 
them." 

Thomas Barrett, Lib rary 
Board president, responded 
to Mr. Chadbourn·s s ugges­
tions. "Certainly you h ave 
raised some reasonable ques­
tions," he said. 

Tom Whis ton, RCSC direc­
tor and liaison to the Library 
Board. said if the library were 
placed under the Rec Centers· 
direction , the libra ry's non­
profit, 501 (cl 3 s tatus would 
have to be addressed . 
, . Hei ,suggested the ,libravy 
could posstbly merge with ·the 
Sun City Foundation , which 
also has a 501 (cl 3 designa­
tion. 

"I am totally In favor of as 
many resources as possible 
being available to citizens . 

"We do not want the lib rary 
to close," Mr. Whiston sa id . 
"This is a cultural assist. We 
make every effort poss ible in 
each legal direction to keep 
them operational." 
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Sun CityJibrary expands 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

that receives no revenue from the 
community, county or state. Its sole 
funding source is contributions. The 

The Sun City Library is expanding Recreation Centers of Sun City pays 
to meet the needs of the commun~ty for fue library's buildings and utili­
in hopes that the community will ties, but no t its day-to-day 
meet rts needs. operations. 

Having already renamed their Without community donations, 
facility the Sun City Library and Cul- library directors reported the facility 
tural Center, library officials have likely would close at the end of the 
been extolling the virtues of the com: year with a deficit of nearly 
munity facility, . boasting its age- $100,000. _ . 
appropriate selections and plethora In an effort to boost interest in the 
of informational resources, and offer- library - and at the same time gen­
ing programs such as bingo and er-ate money for it - library officials 
financial consulting for residents. have launched some new programs 

For years, the library has been .. including . the bingo and financial 
feeling the pinch of its budget, with planning ·sessions, as well as an 
little money coming in but a lot being expanded number of book sales. 
spent for resources and other needs. "We are running many more spe­
lts financial situation became ' ~o cials now," said Sue Haub of the 
bleak this year that library - hours library. "Everything we are doing 
were cut back until donations came now is to help our revenue. The 
in to the library, allowing it to func- whole purpose of all of our programs 
lion without cuts. is to help." 

The library, with two branches - In a move to increase funding, 
at Fairway and Bell recreation cen- library Director Charles Youngman 
ters - is a tax-exempt, private entity _ is taking fund-raising in new 

directions, such as discounting 
books at weekly sales and holding 
promotional sales to boost revenue. 

At the sales, according to library 
officials, handmade quilts donated 
by Thursday's Dynamite · Quilters of 
Sun City are being raffied off at both 
the Bell and Fairway locations. 

"Since summer, the community 
has verbally demonstrated its desire 
to support the library, for which the 
library is very grateful" Youngman 
said. "By having active participation 
in these events, it allows the commu­
nity to put its support into action." 

"We exist on whatever we can 
raise," said Tom Barratt, president of 
the library board. "Our income is 
based on library cards, rentals and 
our annual fund drive and new pro­
grams that we are implementing. 
Those are helping, but there is still a 
need for us to get support form the 
community. Unless the community 
gives more support,. it's n?t going to 
be enough, I'm afraid." 

For information about programs 
or to donate, call 974-2569. 
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RCSC, Library boards at odds 
Library Board views bookmobile's presence as threat 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

The boards of directors of 
the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City•and the Sun City Library 
are at loggerheads over visita­
tions by the Maricopa County 
Library District bookmobile. 

The RCSC Board views the 
bookmobile as an added bene­
fit for Sun City residents, while 
the Library Board views it as 

threat to its facilities. 
The Rec Centers Board 

reached an agreement with the 
Maricopa County Library Dis­
trict to have the bookmobile 
vis it the community every 
other week for a total' of three 
hours - an hour-and-a-half 
each at Mounta in View and 
Marinnete recreation centers. 

Visitations by the bookmo­
bile began Sept. 4. 

"We thought it would be a 

plus for the Sun City Library; 
making people more aware of 
the library services. They 
would find the bookmobile 
does not have as much as our 
libraries and would go and use 
the libraries," explained Tom 
Whiston, RCSC director and 
liaison to the Library Board. 

"We felt maybe this would 
raise awareness and usage of 
Bell and Fairway libraries 
would increase," added J erry 

Swintek, RCSC Board presi­
dent. "No one thought this 
w;ould' .be de trimental to the 
library. 

"We also saw this as an 
opportunity to get some servic­
es out of the county," Mr. Swin­
tek added. "We get such little 
service from the county." 

Charles Youngman, execu­
tive director and librarian, 
does not share the enthus iasm 
of Messrs. Swintek and Whis­
ton; feeling the bookmobile's 
presence will be detrimental to 

the S un City Library. 
"We don't agree it will s timu­

late usage,.. Mr. Yqungman 
said. "We feel there is no need 
for them at all. 

"We had a face-to-face meet­
ing between the Library and 
Rec Centers boards about two 
or three ~onths ago," Mr. 
Youngman said. "They told us 
they were going to bring in llie 
bookmobile and we told them 
we did not want the bookrno-

See Books - Page 3 
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bile.·· . . 

Mr. Youngmai;i said the 
bookmobile could be better 
used providing services to 
areas of the county that have 
no or reduced library services. 

''This action on the part of 
Recreation Centers (Board) 
greatly endangers the future of 
the Sun City Library since the 
county issues free library 
cards," Mr. Youngman noted. 
Sun City residents may use the 
Sun City Library for no fee out 
there is a $15 charge to obtain 
a library card, which is 
required to borrow materials 
from the library. 

"The Library Board of 
Trustees feels that the Recre­
ation Centers (Board) has 
undermined a ll our efforts 
toward seeking fmancial sta­
bility," Mr. Youngman added. 

Notices were placed on 
library bulletin boards inform­
ing residents of the Library 
Board's displeasure over the 
Bookmobile's presence in Sun 
City, and urging them to voice 
their opinion. 

The bookmobile idea was 
spurred by a conversation Mr. 
Swintek had with District 4 
Supervisor Max Wilsc:m during 
the March 6 annual Sun City 

Home Owners Association din­
ner with county officials. 

The Initial appearance of 
the bookmobile was well 
·received. according to Vince 
Micallef, outreach services 
coordinator, Maricopa County 
Library District. 

"Attendance for two stops 
were four people at Fairway 
and we had 20 at Marinette," 
Mr. Micallef said. The bookmo­
bile stopped at Fairway rather 
than Mountain View through a 
misunderstanding. In the 
future, the bopkmobile will be 
at Mountain View and 
Marinette. 

"Our intent was to put the 
boolanobile as far north and 
south as we could to keep it 
away from the Sun City 
libraries," Mr. Swintek 
explained. 

Mr. Swintek · noted the 
RCSC Board does not have a 
contract with the county and 
could· cancel the arrangement 
at anytime. 

"If it is detrimental to the 
library, we would ask the coun­
ty to stop sending the bookmo-
bile," he said. . 

"If we are hurting the library 
by bringing the bookmobile in, 
that is the last thing we want to 
do," Mr. Whiston said . 

Mr. Micallef said it is not the 
intent of the county library dis­
trict to undermine the local 

library. 
"We are trying to provide 

county services to county tax­
payers; · another choice of 
l).brary services, " Mr. Micallef 
said. "We want to add to what 
Sun City already .has." 

Mr. Swintek said the RCSC 
Board will likely s urvey users 
of the bookmobile before mak­
ing a determination to retain 
or eliminate the service. 

The bookmobile is sched­
uled to return to Sun City on 
Sept. 18. It will be at Mountain 
View Recreation Center from 8 
to 9:30 a.m. and will proceed 
to Marinette, where it will be 
from 10 to 11 :30 a .m. 

Mr. Swintek is optimistic 
that the two boards can work 
out their differences and the 
extra service can continue for 
the residents. 

"We don't want to hurt our 
library," Mr. Swintek.said. ·"We 
are for the library." 

Mr. Swintek also wished to 
dis pel rumors circulating in 
the community that the RCSC 
Board plans to close the Fair­
way Library. 

"We have no intention of 
closing the Fairway Library, ·· 
Mr. Swmtek said. . 

Closure of the Fairway 
Library was considered by the 
Library Board earlie r this 
summer while the library was 
experiencing fiscal problems. 
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Sun City librarian 
tenders resignation 
Resignation is effective Jan. 1. 
By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

The man who has served 
as librarian of the Sun City 
Library and Cultural Center 
for the last 13 years has ten­
dered his resignation. 

Charles Youngman, who 
also serves as the library's 
executive director, tendered 
his resignation to the Library 
Board of Trustees during the 
group's Sept. 19 meeting. 

The resignation, which Is 
effective Jan. 1, 2003, was 
accepted by a 5-3 vote of the 
board. 

Recent letters of criticism 
of Mr. Youngman and some 
board members in local 
newspapers is believed to be, 
at least in part, the cause of 
Mr. Youngman·s resignation, 
according to Tom Barratt, 
board president. 

The resignation was 
accepted with "genuine 
regret," according to Mr. Bar­
ratt. 

"His performance was very 
fine," Mr. Barratt said. 

A statement released by 
the board praised Mr. Young­
man's contributions. "Under 
Mr. Youngman·s outstanding 
leadership, with the input, 

help and support and the 
contributions from the 
library staff and many, many 
dedicated library volunteers, 
the resources, programs and 
services of the Sun City 
libraries have been vastly 
Improved in breadth, depth 
and quality, responding to the 
needs of the comrminity and 
patron~." according to th e 
statement. 

A search committee has 
been formed and will soon 
begin the task of finding a 
replacement for Mr. Young­
man, ac~ordlng to Fran Park, 
board . member, who 
expressed his sadness at Mr. 
Youngman's decision. 

"He has been wonderful for 
the library and I will hate to 
see him go," Mr. Park said. 

"He has done an excellent 
Job," Mr. Park opined. "He is 
qualified. He has the degrees. 
He makes outstanding selec­
tions for the library. He has a 
real concern for older people 
and the way we function, and 
the needs of older people who 
want to use the library." 

Mr. Park noted that Mr. 
Youngman took a 20 percent 
pay cut earlier this summer 

See Librarian - Page ·9 

Librarian other people," he said. "It is 
not accomplishing anything." 

unwanted by the majori ty of 
the library board, according 
to Mr. Park. 

Continued From Page 1 
when Lhc library was experi­
enc11115 fi nancial hard ti mes. 

"He took a signifi cant cut 
111 salary. so when that occurs 
you have even less money to 
find a replacemen t." Mr. Park 
said. 

Mr. Park said il was unfor­
tunate that Mr. Youngman has 
had to endure persona l 
attacks. 

"I th ink it is bad for people 
111 the commu nity lo attack 

A por tion of the criticism 
leveled · a t Mr. Youngman has 
resul ted from his objection to 
the vis ita tion of the Ma ricopa 
County Library District book­
mobile to Sun City. Arrange­
ments for the bookmobile 
were made by the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City. 

The bookmobil e visits 
Ma rinette and Mounta in 
recrea tion center s twice 
monthly. fo r a tota l of s ix 
hours. 

The boo kmobile was 

"What we really need from 
the county is a d irect contr i­
bution from our tax dollars or 
in-kind contributions. like 

a llowing use of their large­
print books ... Mr. Park said. 

"We are a non-profit 
(organization) and totally 
dependent upon contribu­
tions, bequests. etc .. Lo keep 
us a noat." he added. 
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Voungman ·leaving Ii 
' PERSONAL ATTACKS: Director says 

he's had enough haras$ment 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City Library Director 
Charles Youngman resigned 
from his post this weekend, 
effective Jan. 1. 

Youngman, who has been 
director of the library for the 
last 13 years, said his decf­
sion to resign was based on 
personal attacks made 
against him for his work to 
pull the library out of firan­
cial turmoil. 

·1 don't mind fighting the 
bookmobiles," Youngman 

, said this morning. "But when 
they start personal attac,lcs 
on me and my wife, it's not 
sorpet.J:itng I need . to put up 
with any more_. I've had it; 
and I don't need It. I'm of 
retirement age and I'll_ let 
someone else deal with this." 

Youngman was referrtng to 
a recent letter printed tn an 
area publicati9n that 
described Youngman as 
inept. It went on to say that 
Youngman is only tn his posi­
tion at the library because of 
his wife. 

rary·post 
Youngman's wife works as 

a cataloger for the library. 
: ,The :letter was written by 
former Recreation Centers of 
Sun City board member Art 
Williams, wh9 · has written 
several letters . on behalf of 
the centers, which .pays for 
the library's utilities, but 
qoes not support the library 
financially. 

Williams was unavailable 
for comment about his letter 

' or Youngman's resignation. 
Library board President 

Tom Barratt said Youngman's 
,decision, to resign is unfortu­
nate because he worked hard 

in the best interest of the 
library and the community. 

"He took a beating tn the 
papyrs. and had personal 
attacks against him," ·Barratt 
said. "He decided that it just 
wasn't worth it anymore." 

In a letter given ·to ,Barratt, 
Youngman reported that the 
"stress and strain" of working 
tn the library is not worth the 
personal attacks made on 
him anymore: . 
· "It was unfortunate that it 

came to such ·a personal lev­
el," Barratt said. "I don't 
think anyone on the board 
wanted to see him go. I know 
I didn't. He has done a lot for 
the library. Stnce he came· 
aboard, there have been sig­
nificant advances tn service 
and programs offered at the 
library." 

Youngman announced his 
plans to resign to the library 
board last week, and several 
board members voted not to 
accept his resignation. 

· ··1 think it was a show of 
support for all he has done," 
Barratt said. 

Budget problems have 
plagued the library in recent 
years, with fiscal constraints 
coming to a head this year. 
Earlier, Youngman took a vol­
untary pay cut to help the 
library get back on its . feet, 
but that wasn't enough for 
some critics. 

Letters -in newspapers 
have attacked Youngman's 
credibility in recent weeks, 
.especially against his work to 
halt the Maricopa County 
Bookmobile from coming tnto 
Sun City. 

After the library reported 
its financial troubles to the 
public - several weeks after 
Youngman took the 10 per­
cent pay cut - several resi­
dents complained that his 
yearly salary was still too 
much to be economical for 
the library. 

Youngman was paid about 
$50,000 annually; his coun­
terparts in the county-library 
system make about $80,000. 
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Charles Youngman, executive direc­
tor of the Sun City Library and Cul­
tural Center, holds a donation box 
Thursday. He says since a story 
appeared in tl1e Daily News-Sun 
about the library's financia l plight, 
the comm unity ha s be en 
responding. 

DAILY NEWS-SUN FRIDAY, JULY 19, 2002 

Sun Citians respond to library's call 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS SUN 

The community is responding to 
lhe Sun City Library and Cultural 
Center's financial trou ble. 

A month ago, library officials 
reported that unless money started 
coming in, there was a good chance 
t h e lib rary could be closed. 
Although not out of its budget 
crunch. the library has received sev­
eral thousand dollars s ince making 
ils plea to the communi ty. 

·'Since the article appeared in the 
Daily News-Sun, we·ve had about 
$5.000 in donations from the com­
munity.'' said Charles Youngman. 
library director. "We've a lso been 
promised by several people that the 
library would be remembered in 
their wills ... 

The possible bequests are central 
lo the library's survival. according to 
library olTicials. 

Library board Treasurer Andrew 
Brauneis said that in the Sun City 

Library's 41-year his tory, it has had 
about two years of stro_ng funding 
from estates. 

"We need money now from the 
community to get us thr.0tJgh this 
really thin time," he said. "But when 
we are looking a t the long-term 
solutions. estates are what will 
allow us to keep ahead.". 

The library, with two branches -
one at Fairway Recreation Center 
and the other at Bell ;__ is a tax­
exempt, private entity that receives 
no revenue from the community. 
county or state. Its sole source of 
funding is contributions . 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City pays for the library's buildings 
and utilities, but does not budget 
any money for 'the library's day- to­
day operations. 

Financial difficulties aren't new 
to the library. In 1997, after what 
liprary-board members called the 
"worst year for donations," library 
officials adopted a $ 15 annual fee 

for patrons wishing to check out 
books or tapes. 

Library dona tions dropped even 
more after the fee was put in place, 
Youngman said. 

Sun City resident Wilma Witt is 
one of those residents who believe 
the RCSC and the library created 
their 9wn problems with funding. 
She said she doesn't unders tand 
why a community library would 
charge people for using the facility 
when residents have lo pay RCSC 
fees every year. 

"It's j ust not righ t." she said. 
"Even if RCSC look one dollar from 
each of the an nual dues. then it 
would give the library $40,000 a 
year. Another thing we don't hear 
about i~_j:he $700 fee RCSC charges 
for tin.its sold in the community. 
RCSC could well afford to support 
the library, but doesn't." 

Su n City Library was formed in 
1961 byagroup ofvolunteers. but it 
was not part of Del Webb's plans for 

the community so funding sources 
were never considered. 

Library officials a re expecting 
close to a $90,000 deficit by the end 
of the year, and have la.ken auster­
ity measures s uch as reducing paid 
staff and cutting back on library 
hours. Youngman has voluntarily 
taken a 20 percent pay decrease. 

With nine paid staff members, 
the library recently cut one full-time 
position and will cut another and 
one part-time position Aug. I. Brau­
neis said. The cu ts will mean limited 
hours al the two branch libraries on 
Fridays and Saturdays. starting in 
next month . but will save the strug­
gling organization about $7.500 for 
the year. 

Nevertheless, a large deficit is 
expected unless donations sLarl roll­
ing in al a breakneck pace. To con­
tribute. call the Sun City Library at 
974-2569. 

John Sokolich can be reached at' 
876-2526 or jsokolich@aztrib.com. 
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Gifts keep SC library afloat 
STAFF REPORT 

Community support saved services at Sun City 
Library. · 

A month ago. Sun City Library officials reported 
staff would be cut. library hours would be reduced 
and the director's pay had been trimmed to accom­
modate dwindling funds. On Thursday night. the 
library board restored those cutbacks because of 
an increase in community funding after the 
library's woes were detailed in a Daily News-Sun 
article. 

Charles Youngman. library director. said the 
board has been encouraged in recent weeks by the 
amount of community support the library has 
received. 

.. A lot of people are concerned and have given us 
some money to continue." he said. "Because of the 
community support. the board decided not to cut 
any of the services for the time being ... 

The library, with two branches - one at Fair­
way Recrcalion Center and the other at Bell - is a 

tax-exempt. private entity that receives no revenue 
from the community, county or state. Its sole 
source of funding is contributions. The Recreation 
Centers of Sun City pays for the library's buildings 
and uWities. but not its day-to-day operations. 

Without community donations, library directors 
reported the facility likely would close at the end of 
the year with a deficit of nearly $100,000. The 
proposed cuts would have saved a few thousand 
dollars. but not enough to prevent the closing. 

The library isn't out of danger. though. Young­
man said. Long-term financial solutions are con­
tingent on residents including bequests to the 
library in their wills. 

In the short term, the library sWl needs com­
munity dona tions to help it close out the year 
without a multi-thousand dollar deficit. 

"It's starting to pick up." Youngman said. ·we 
are getting help and that's a good t.fung ... 

To contribute to the library. call the Sun City 
Library at 974-2569. 
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Sun City rallies to save library 
$20,000 donated, board delays cuts 

By Scan I.. ~kCarthy 
The Arizona Republic 

Sun City residents are rally­
ing to sa ve the community's 
private librarv from shutting 
its doors. 

Faced with a g rowing finan­
cial shortfall, the Sun City Li­
brary and Cultural Centt:1 
pla nned to cut hours. jobs and 
sa laries Aug. 1, wtth the pros­
pect of c los ing the library's 

two branches altogether some­
t ime next year. 

Uut more than $20,000 in fi­
nancial aid has come from 
within the community this 
month, including $8.000 in incli 
v1dual donations, a $5,UUU do­
nation for the pur chase and ac­
quisition of large-type books, a 
:J,-),000 g rant for computer 
equipment and $2,000 from the 
Rotary Club, also for large­
type books. 

Library Director Charles 
Youngman had volunteered to 
cut $10,000 from his annual sal­
ary, whi le cutting il full-time 
pos ition from the Fairway 
branch anJ a pa rt-t ime job at 
the main Bell branch. Both 
branches also were looking at 
fewer hours of service. 

So Youngman and his em­
ployees met pr ivately with the 
lib ra ry's governing board las t 
week, armed with this new-

found support and with hopes 
of postponing the service cuts. 

They succeeded. 
"These (decisions) have 

been rescinded due to the fa­
vorable response from the 
community," Youngman said. 

The library still sees more 
red than bklck in its fin.:mci.'.ll 
books, however. 

Before this recent outpour­
ing of community support, 
Youngma n estimated t_he li­
brary's deficit in 2002 would 
run $93,000, more than the 
budgeted total of $508,000. 

The libra ry, a private non­
profit organization, gets some 
help from the Sun City Recre­
a tion Centers board, which op­
erates and maintains the li­
brary build ings. An annual 
fund -raiser each October and 
$15 libra ry cards also bring in 
$120,000. 

Some citizens also have 
formed a Frie nds of the I ,i­
brar y and Cultural Center 
Com mittee. For more mforma 
t ion about t he group or how to 
join, contact Ned '[)-embley a t 
(623) 977-464"5. 
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Grace Lahvic checks the paperback book selection at Fairway 
Library. 

SC library ·face~ financi~ cri~i~ 
Outlook is bleak, according to director 1'~,•· 

By Mike Russo 
Independent Newspapers 

be closing some time in 2003. 
"We don't qualify for state . 

grants because we are not tax 
Unless ihe Sun City Library supported," Mr. Youngman 

receives an infusion of money, continued. ,"We have applied 
the_ book may close on the 41- for grants from other organiza­
year-old institution. tions but when they see our 

For the second time in the financial situation they are 
last four years, the library is reluctant to fund us." 
facing an economic crisis. The library was struggling to 

A more than $90,000 budg- stay afloat when the Recreation 
etary shortfall is forecast for Centers of Sun City Board of 
this year, noted Chuck Directors approved a $40,000 
Youngman, library director. donation to bail out the library 

"The future is bleak," Mr. in August 1998. . . 
Youngman said. _"We have pro- • The Library board had 
jected our income and without \requested $60,000 from the 
getting additional grants or RCSC 'board nine months prior 
estate money, we figure we will but was turned down at that 

time. 
Sun City Library is a not-for­

profit organization; receiving 
no government or RCSC fund-

, ing. RCSC does, however, 
maintain the library buildings, 
since it owns them. The library 
operates facilities at Bell and 
Fairway recreation centers. 

"One of the big problems is 
the people· don't realize the 
library operates only on dona­
tions," said Alice Phillips, a 
longtime volunteer at Fairway 
Library. "If they want to keep 
the library running the same 
way it is now, th'ey are going to 

See■ LIBRARY, Page 3 



have to donate." 
With the · libracy dependent 

upon donations, a sagging econ­
omy. may be to blame for some 
of the library's · woes, but Mr. 
Youngman discounts the role it 
has played. 
· "Ii is not the contribution's 'as 
much as the ·estates," he 
explained. "Lately' Wf! have·not 
received_ much of anything. 

"Membership has remained 
steady," he continued "We have 
about 4,000 resident cardholders 
and about 70 non-resident card­
holders. 

Sun City residents pay $15 
annually for a library card and 
residents of neighboring comrnun~ 
ities can obtain a card for $25. 

"We have many library card­
holders from Peoria and Sur­
prise," s_aid John Willy,. Fairway 
librarian. "I wish we had more." 

Estate bequests, however, 
have fallen. 

"The board is workJng on tar­
geting estate attorneys," Mr. 
Youngman said . . 

The board has also considered 
going to semi-annual fund solic­
itations rather than the annual 
drive, which last. year resulted in 
donations of $66,800. 

In an effort to prolong the 
library's life, cuts have been 
made and more are planned. 

The library, which had nine 
paid employees, recently cut 
one full-time position and the 
director has taken a 20 percent 
salary decrease. Another full­
time position and a part-time 
position are scheduled to be 
eHminated Aug. I. 

In addition, a reduction in the 
library's hours of service is 
being considered effective Aug. 1. 

Also, the closing of Fairway 
Library has been discussed, 
according to Mr. Youngman. 

" We have considered closing 
Fairway," Mr. Youngman said. 
"We really don't want to do it. 
The residents of Phase I would 
be hurting without a library." 

"There should be no consider­
ation to closing one of the 
libraries," said Ms. Phillips, a 
22-year Sun City resident and a 
second-generation Sun Citian. · 

"We want to keep the library 
open in Phase I," she continued. 

"If there are ~uts to the library 
budget, they should be uniform; 
not made to just one of the 
libraries," Mr. Phillips added. 

Closure of the Fairway 
Library would !llso·be unpopular 
with' ·Grace "Lahvic, a 15-year' 
Sun 'City resident. ·' · · 

Ms. Lahvic, who uses the 
library several times a month·, 
would miss the facility. 

"I like the library," she said. 
"It is about the best thing around 
here." · 

An jnfi1cioo of DP'-"' members 

• Photo by fylike Russo/Independent Newspapers 

Sun Citian Bill Cunningham peruses a periodical during a visit last 
week to Fairway Library. 

and raising card fees are two 
suggestions to save the library 
offered by Mr. Willy . . 

"Only about 10 percent of 
residents are cardholders," Mr. 
Will said. "More people need to 
purchase library cards to show 
their support.for the library." 

No card is needed to use the 
library facilities but it is 
required to check out materials. 

As for raising fees, Ms. 
Lahvic said, "I would be willing 
to pay more for a library card to 
keep the library open." 

Those sentiments were 
echoed by Bill Cunn.ingham; 

another Fairway regular. 
A two-year resident, Mr. 

Cunningham uses the library a 
couple of times a week. 

"I would be willing to pay a 
lit\le more for a library card," he 
said. "But not much more." 

He also has some suggestions 
for improving the library, whicH 
may attract more members. 

"I wish they would get more 
bestsellers faster and a better 
selection of magazines," Mr. 
Cunningham said. "The ones 
they have are usually a month or 
more old." • 

Other potential bailouts for 

Membership has 
._. remained steady. , We 
have about 4,000 resi­
dent cardholders and 
about 70 non-resident 

-.. ·_cardholders. 
Chuck Youngman 

Sun City Library 
· Director 

the library are requesting fund­
ing again from the RCSC and 
joining the Maricopa County 
Library System, both of which 
do not seell) viable to Mr. 
Youngman at this time. 

"We have examined joining 
the county library district," Mr. 
Youngman said. 

".(Former county Supervisor) 
Jan Brewer came out to speak 
with us," he continued. "The 
problem is the buildings are 
owned by the Recreation 
Centers. To join the library dis­
trict, they (the · county) would 
have to have ownership of the 
buildings. They ,would take over 
the entire operation." 

· Mr. Youngman mentioned that 
library board members ha've met 
with Rec Centers officials to dis­
cuss another possible donation, 
but that does not seem likely. 

"They are having their own 
problems, so they are not in .a 
position to he lp us," Mr. 

. Youngman said. 
Jerry Swintek, RCSC Board 

president, confirmed that the 
Recreation Centers is not cur­
rently in position to assist the 
library. 

The library board of directors 
· will consider several potential 
courses of action when it meets 
at 1 p.m. July 10 in th~ Hoover 
Room at Bell Library. · 
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~C Rec Centers prepare 
for I ·st edition of 'Sun Views' 
New tabloid will take the place of monthly 'Spotlight' 
By JU.LI NESSETT 
Independent Newspapers 
-----

Sun City Rec Center members be 
prepared - the prem ier .of Sun 
Views is right around the corner and 
it is full 10 the brim. 

According to Recreat ion Centers 
of Sun City Inc. Director An Lillie, 
the final edit of RCSC's new news- ' 
paper was to be completed Aug. 15. 

Mr. Little expressed great appre­
ciation to the membership commu­
njcation committee for ·a ll of its 
assistance in preparing the newly 
formatted informational too l. 

"They are really a dedicated 
group of people," he said. 

He also said with the talent and 
input of Chuc k Moser, editor and 
communications _ coordinator, the 
paper was able to be put 10ge1her 
qui te smoothly. 

Sun Views wil l feature a "Direc10r 
of Ce nter" column by Earl 
Feierabcnd, as well as "Course 
Happe nings" by Directo r of Golf 

Cour~c Operations Manager S teve 
Ravcnkamp, and the "President 's 
Corner,·• a column by current Board 
Pres ident Jerry Swintek. 
,, A~ of the thi rd week of August, 
both the Sun City Libraries Inc. and 
Sun Ci ty Homeowners' Association 
had agreed lo assist the project 
financially. 

The libraries will have a quarter 
of a page in each issue, while HOA 
will have a full page. HOA agreed to 
sign on for a trial run of seven 
months. 
· Mr. Lillie is a lso courting several 
other organizations for participa­
tion. 

"The financ ial participation is 
he lping to deflate the labor costs 
invo lved and at this point it looks 
like we are at a break even poin t," 
said Mr. Litt le. 

The cost o f producing Sun Views. 
which wi ll be a tabloid s ize paper 

· ( 13 inches high and 11 inches wide) 
12 pages long, is $24,000. The cost 
of produc ing Board Talk, Spotlight 

and Course Happenings - three 
separate publicat ions replaced by 
Sun Views - was approximately 
$37.000, according to Mr. Little. 

" I made a promise when I started 
this, 1ha1 it wasn ·1 goi ng 10 cost any 
more money. And we ·re actuall y 
saving money because volunteers 
arc doing most of the work," he 
said. 

The publication w ill be distrib­
uted to all homes in · Sun Ci ty 
through the Sun Cities Independent. 
The first edition will published Aug. 
29. Additional copies wi ll be avail­
able at the recreation centers. 

Other specifics residents should 
expect to see arc a vo lunteer of the 
month column, as well as columns 
about the importance and spirit of 
vol unteers. 

Upcoming schedu les for events at 
cl ubs, rec centers and the Sun Bowl 
wi ll be included. as well as the usual 
club meeting sched ules. 
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Dismissed 
librarian 
seeks board 
h~g 
More than 30 
supporters attend 
board meeting 
By JULI NESSETT 
Independent Newspapers 

A group of over 30 Sun City res- \ 
idents and volunteers at Fairway 
Library, upset over the termination , 
of library manager Martha Bard, 
atlended the library board of direc­
tors meeting March 15 to voice their 
displeasure. 

Ms. Bard was terminated due to 
an altercation between herself. and a 
patron of the library. According to 
Charles Youngman, executive 
director, events following the dis­
pute also played a part in Ms. Bard's 
termination. 

Following the conclusion of reg­
ular business matters, Dr. Milton 
Fox, president of the board, called 
an executive session in order to dis­
cuss the personnel matter. 

Audience members voiced their 
displeasure with the executive ses­
sion. They wanted to air their views 
in public and felt Ms. Bard had a 
right to have supporters at her side. 

Following a short debate over 
this matter, Dr. Fox tried to approve 
a motion to temporari ly suspend the 
meeting. T his motion was not 
passed. 

However, protesters l:>egrudging­
ly agreed to leave after Dr. Fox said 
they would be informed of the out­
come. 

A few volunteers who gathered 
outside of the building after leaving 
the meeting were unyielding on the 
point that Ms. Bard's tem1ination 
was unwarranted. 

Several volunteers of Fairway 
Library have quit over this matter, 
one of whom was a 16-year volun­
teer and another who had been with 
the library for 20 years. 

"The library is going to be less 

without her," said Sun City resident 
Dick Heun. Mr. Heun and his moth­
er also quit as volunteers at Fairway 
over this issue. 

Later in the day Ms. Bard said 
the session was basically an attempt 
to have the board listen to an appeal 
of her termination. 

"They said I could explain why I 
wanted an appeal. I presented a 
three-page chronology of events 
that occurred up to the firing," said 
Ms. Bard: "They asked me if I 
thought the altercation between 
myself and Mr. Roberts (the patron 
the disagreement occurred with) 
was the reason I was fired, and I 
said yes." . 

Very little else transpired during 
this meeting and Ms. Bard left not 
knowing her fate. 

She was later told by a staff 
member that she would be granted 
the appeal. 

Dr. Fox confirmed this, stating 
Ms. Bard's appeal would be heard 
in a closed meeting at 8:30 a.m. 
March 27. 

Although the meeting will be 
closed to the general public, Ms. 
Bard will be allowed to have some 
witnesses appear on her behalf. 
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,,;Library 
'plans to 
fill post 
VOLUNTEERS 
UNHAPPY: Want 
manager back 
BRUCEELLISON 2.../).5.c lo) 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 7 ,s 1/ l 

Sun City Library head 
Charles Youngman plans "to 
look for a professional librari­
a n" to take over the library's 
Fairway branch. a post 
vacant a fter he dismissed 
Martha Bard from the job last 
week. 

About two dozen of the 
library's volunteers protested 
Bard's firing Tuesday a nd 
didn't seem mollified when 
Youngman invited them all 
into the library to listen to 
their concerns. 

"We listened," Youngman 
said of himself, library board 
President Dr. Milton Fox and 
a few other direc tors. "I 
wanted lo hear what they had 
to say. but some of them said 
I wasn't willing to listen." 

He and Fox said that other 
than presenting the volun­
teers with a I~tter, the palr 
didn't attempt to sway the 
views offered by the volun­
teers, or to justify their 
action. 

But one of the protesters, 
Cindy Woll, said Youngman 
"didn't want to know about 

See Volunteers con1es1, A5 
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Sun City Library volunteers picket Tuesday morning to protest the firing of the Fairway Brancl 
manager. 

Volunteers contest firing 
From A1 

the problems we all have 
had" with the patron who 
allegedly complained about 
Bard. 

"He told us Martha was · 
gone and that's the way It 
would stay," Woll said. 

Those volunteers say Bard 
was fired after she got into a 
dispute with a patron whom 
they called argumentative, 
rude and anoganl. They all 
had had trouble with that 
patron, they said. 

That man, they said - and 
they identified him by name 
- told Bard , "he would have 
her Job," said several volun­
teers wlio witnessed the Feb. 
I :'.\ exchange. · 

Youngman, citing the pr!· 
vacy of personnel records. 
wouldn't discuss the dis ­
missal except to say it came 
because Bard violated written 
policies. 

Bard said Monday she had 

been asked to apologize for 
the incident. but declined 
"since in my view no apology 
was necessary." 

In a later interview Tues· 
day , Youngman said the 
library had no specific poll· 
cies for how emp loyees 
should deal with disruptive 
patrons. 

"That's a good point," he 
said. "We may need to 
develop some standards of 
behavior for library users" 
that might let workers know 
what authority they have in 
such situations. 

Bard declined again Tues­
day afternoon to discuss the 
matter in detail. saying only 
that she thought Youngman 
and the board may have over­
reacted to the situation, and 
tha t she hopt>s it might yet be 
defused in her favor. 

Some of the protesters said 
U1e patron also was a heavy 
contributor to the non-profit 
inde penden t library. but 

Youngman said he had n, 
knowledge of the contribu 
tions made unless he looker 
them up. 

He also declined to say wh 
may have complained abou 
Bard's behavior. 

The name of the patro1 

who allegedly provoked th 
incident and which was pre 
vided by volunteers is m 
listed in the Sun City telt 
phone directory. and a di rec 
tory operator said the man 
number was not available. 

While the search for a ne, 
librarian is conducted. Youm 
ma n said. a former Be 
Library administrative officia 
Diana Gallovich, will sen'e c1 

temporary branch manager. 
Youngman also said th 

library, wh ich gets space fro, 
the Recreation Centers of Su 
City but is otherwise uncor 
nected to it. has no plans t 
close the branch. as some ,·(, 
unte~rs Tuesday had su t 
gested might be the case. 

- --- - - - - - - - ~ 
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Doris Kieffaber, a Sun City Library volunteer, joins others protesting the 
sudden t!ismissal of the branch librarian at Fairway this morning. 

From A1 

invited into the library for a 
talk this morning. 

Youngman said Diana 
Gallovich, a former adminis­
trative secretary at the main 
Bell Library, would become 
temporary manager at the 
Fairway branch, which was 
to be closed for the day today. 

"Martha performed many 
of her duties in a professional 
::incl di'1nified ma nner ," 

Youngman said in a prepared 
statement. "However , both 
the board of directors and I 
strongly believe this dismissal 
is warranted." 

Youngman was joined by 
the library board's president, 
Milton Fox. and several other 
directors. at the impromptu 
meeting. 

Fox said that while he 
knew the protesters felt 
strongly about the firing, "our 
people ( bo ard an d 

Tuesday, Feb. 20,2001 Ul5ml55itl 

draws protest 
FAIRWAY BRANCH 
LIBRARY: Volunteers 
picket in objection to 
manager' s firi ng 

BRUCE EUISDN 
DAIL Y'NEWS-SUN 

About 20 volunteers at the Fair­
way branch of the Sun City Library 
picketed the library this morning, 
protesting the firing of branch 
librarian Martha Bard. 

But Bard, ·a seven-year employee 
of the independent Sun City Library 
Inc. who was head of the Fairway 
Branch, won't be reinstated, head 
librarian Chuck Youngman told the 
protesters. 

In a letter he handed to the pick­
eters. Youngman said Bard's dis­
missal ·was necessary· because she 
violated several provisions of the 
library's personnel handbook. 
Because the matter concerns per­
sonnel. he said, he couldn't provide 
more details about the incident that 
Jed to her dismissal. 

That didn't satisfy the picketing 

volunteers. who believed they had 
all the details they needed. 

They said Bard got into a dispute 
with a regular patron on Feb. J 3. 
Many called that patron "a prob­
lem.· ·arrogant and rude.· or just 
hard lo get along with. 

"Most of us have had similar 
experiences with_ him." said Doris 
Kieffaber . a nine-year volunteer. "He 
is very rude,· 

But b e also is apparently a heavy 
contributor to the independent Sun 
City Library. others said, and had 
the ear of library-board members 
and Youngman. 

"He left that day loudly saying he 
would have Martha's job," said 
Cindy Woll, who was in the library 
at the time. ·1 guess he did." 

Bard, who was not at the protest. 
said Monday she was given an 
opportunity to apologize to the 
patron. but could not do so "be­
cause I didn't think there was any­
thing to apologize for:· 

As a result, she Jost her job at 4 
p.m. Thursday, Youngman con­
firmed to the picketers. who he 

see Dispute wnh, A5 

administration) fe el very 
strongly about it, too. 

"That's why we're here, 
even if we have to listen to 
some things that aren't 
pleasant." 

and I'm not sure the demon­
stration or wh atever is 
helpful." 

Bard said Monday she· 
hoped she could return to her 
job, but that isn't likely now. 

"It's gotten into a situation 
that I don't think is warrant­
ed, and I'd still like to go 
back." she said Monday. 
"Chuck is a decent fellow, 

Bard worked at the library 
at New York University while 
she pursued graduate studies 
in theater and Near East 
studies. she said, "and I've 
used libraries forever." 

Volunteers called Bard ·so 
polite, so helpful to all the 
library users" that they are 
aghast a t h er· abrup t 
dismissal. 
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Sun City Library sustains considerable 
damage as result of recent heavy rains 
By JULI NESSETT 
Independent Newspapers 

With the unusually heavy rain­
fa ll the Valley of the Sun has expe­
rienced in the pas t few weeks. 
problems were bound lo happen. 

Which is exactly what occurred 
al !Jell 
Library Oct. 
27. As heavy 
torrent, of 
rain fell on 
Sun City, a 
roof · drain 
hrc:une dis­
placed. which 
caused an 
overflow of 
waler lo pour Charles 
into the main Youngman 
part of the 
library. 

According lo Charl es 
Youngman, executive director of 
Sun City Library Inc., $1\,000 to 
$5,000 in damages resulted. Books, 
casselle tapes and video tapes were 
destroyed, some of which are irre­
placeable. 

Library patrons were standing in 
the area as the rain began lo flood 
into the non-fiction area. 

Photo by JULI NESSETTnndependent Newspapers 

Wet insulation hangs from ductwork at the Sun City Library following an Oct. 
27 deluge. 

"People were fr ighlened and did­
n't know what to do," explained 
Mr. Youngman. "Luckily the assis­
tant director happened to be here 
and ran lo get the people out of the 
way." 

The leakage began al approx i­
mately 2: 15 p . 111. and within the 

hour ii was running oul the front 
doors of the library. 

" II looked like Niagara Falls," he 
said. 

Over 16 shelves of books were 
damaged and Mr. Youngman said 
about 50 of them are irreplaceable. 

The clean-up of the I ibrary 
required two different crews and it 
was closed for a week after the dis­
aster. All of the bookshelves within 
the building are now elevatP.d on 
pieces of Styrofoam in order to 
keep mold from growing. 

Although the library is open 
again. patrons will nol be allowed 
in the non-fiction section until 
repairs are made. 

·1 he library is a separate entity 
fr om the Recreation Centers and 
exists sole ly th rough donations. 
Due to this fact. the library has its 
0\1'11 deductible insurance policy of 
$1.000. and officials arc appealing 
to the community for any amount of 
donations in order lO cover the cost. 

All donations made to the library 
are tax-deductible. To make a dona­
tion call 974-0283. 
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Sun City Library cleans up, 
reopening set for Friday 
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. "Nick" Nichols, in photo top left, shows where Friday's rain came through the Willowbrook-Willowcreek pro shop, where he's the manager. 
Jve, volunteer coordinator Nancy Danielson stands amid drying books at Bell Library where the roof collapsed from the strain of the storm. 

DAMAGE REPORT: 
Last week's storm 
took its toll .on Rec 
Centers ' property 
BRUCE ELLISON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The main Sun City Library in 
Bell Recreation Center will re­
open Friday after staff members 
and other workers fmish cleaning 
up from a flood. 

The water came Friday from a 
broken roof drain, 

Roof leaks also plagued the 
pro shop at Willowcreek­
Willowbrook golf courses, Rec 
Centers officials said. But dam­
age to merchandise was minor, 
and the shop re-opened Monday. 

Librarian Chuck Youngman 
said library staff was in the 
building when the flooding began. 
minimizing damage to books. 

But a number of videotapes 
appear to have been soaked, and 

See Ubrarv set, A5 
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Faith Presbyterian donates $10,000 to libraries 
HAYLEY RINGLE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City Libraries are 
$10,000 closer to completing its 
computer cataloging, thanks to 
Wednesday's donation by the 
Faith Presbyterian Church. 

Although the libraries still 
need $200.000 to complete the 
process, which will include auto­
mated checkout services, the Bell 
and Fairway Library are now con­
nected via computer. Once the 
process is complete, a resident 
can look up a book at one library 

and find out if it is available at 
the other library. 

The Rev. Alice Geils of Faith 
Presbyterian Church presented 
the $10.000 check to Mary Early, 
president of the library board. 

"It's one of the outside civic 
duties we decided to do," said Leo 
Baker, finance chairman of the 
church. Faith Presbyterian 
donated $10,000 to the Dysart 
School District in 1998 and has 
donated $60,000 to Habitat for 
Humanity. 

Chuck Youngm,an, executive 

director of the library, said the 
$10,000 is earmarked for the 
computer project only, or the 
Wide Area Network Project. and 
the libraries come closer to fin­
ishing the project as more dona­
tions come in. 

"We appreciate the generosity 
of the church," said Youngman, 
who anticipates the project to be 
completed in five years. 

The libraries have just begun 
to input books into the computer. 
There are currentl_y' 25 in the 
computer, and librarians and 

volunteers have 90,000 books to 
go, said Milton Fox, treasurer of 
the board. 

"It's a mini-step towards fin­
ishing the job," Fox said. 

The library is always accepting 
donations. The Sun City Library 
does not receive any fmancial 
support from any governmental 
agency and is totally dependent 
on voluntary support of the com­
munity, sale of library cards and 
occasional grants to provide its 
operating funds. 

For information on donating to 
the library call 974-2569. 

Milton Fox, treasurer 
of the Sun City 
Libraries board, 
works at one of Bell 
Library's computers 
while the Rev. Alice 
Geils of Faith 
Presbyterian Church, 
Mary Early and Chuck 
Youngman, the 
libraries' executive 
director. The church 
donated $10,000 
toward 
computerization of 
the libraries' catalog. 
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Sun City Library raises 
$951 with appraisals 

By Jim Gintonio 
The Arizona Republic 

With only a small state 
grant available to keep the 
wheels turning and pages 
opening at the Sun City Li­
brary, officials have to keep 
coming up with creative 
ideas to raise funds. 

The library has been con­
ducting antique appraisaJs 
for three Years, and $951 was 
raised at the latest event. The 
Sun City Library Inc. works 
with Christopher Galleries of 
Scottsdale. 

from pins to barrels has been 
· brought to the library." 

Appraisal rates are $5 and 
$10, with $100 going to the 
galleries and the rest into the 
library fund. The Friends of 
the Sun City Library coor­
dinate sales. Youngman said 
the library board must raise 
more than $400,000 annually 
from gifts, bequests and do­
nations. 

The Sun City facility ap­
plied for $59,000 from the 
library development division 
of the Arizona State Library, 
Archives and Public Records 
and received $15,000, Young­
man said. 

"From the beginnmg, we 
have had an enthusiastic re­
sponse from our public,!' li­
brary director Chuck 
Youngman said in the June 
edition of Library Adminis­
trator's Digest. "Everything 

Reach the reporter at Jim 
Gintonio@ArizonaRepubfic.com or 
(602) 444-7125. 
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Sun City Library 
goes state-of-the-art 
Technology upgrades planned 
By JULIE RIDDLE 
Independent Newspapers 

In the future, Sun City's biblio­
philes will enjoy a newer, more 
up-to-date system of finding infor­
mation, as the library undergoes a 
technological overhaul.· 

The library board, which recently 
voted to introduce automation to 
patrons at the Sun City Library, was 
able to fund the project with money 
received through a grant from the 
LSTA (Library Services and 
Technology Act). awarded to the 
library by the State of Arizona 
Department of Library, Archives 

and Public Records. Donors, too, 
have helped to fund the transforma­
tion. 

The first step in the renovation 
process is to network the library's 
computer systems and provide a fast 
connection between the Fairway 
Branch and Bell Library, as well as 
to the Internet. With that network in 
place, library software wi ll be 
installed, accessible to all comput­
ers on the network. The software 
will be used for cataloging books 
and other library materials, storing 
the data in MARC (Machine 

See ■ LIBRARY, Page 5 
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1
\ Readable Cataloging) format, com­
I patible with other libraries. 

Renovations are currently in the 
planning stages. according to Sun 
·city Library Executive Director 
Charles Youngman. 

"We are just starting out with 
basic phone lines and getting things 
in here to set up computers," he 
said. "We received a grant for 
$15,000 and need to raise roughly 
$4,300-$5,000 to finish the job." 
Mr. Youngman said the library is 
currently talking with professionals 
about the projects. 

"We made a commit.ment to 
Interstate Systems, which is work­
ing with us, to have us to go 
through US West - we have to go 
through them," Mr. Youngman said. 

The entire project will be worth 
approximately $90,000, Mr. 
Youngman said. 

Access , to Internet and e-mail 
privileges will eventually increase, 
Mr. Youngman said. At the 
moment, both the Bell Library and 
Fairway Library have two comput­
ers for public use, all of which offer 
Internet and e-mail. 

"We are looking toward three 
more computers," he said. "All 
would have Internet and e-mail." 

The On-line Computer Library 
Center (OCLC), the entity through 
which the Sun City Library partici­
pates in inter-library loans, could be 
accessed on-line, therefore simpli­
fying the process. 

Recategorizing the library's 

materials and the speed at which 
people can get checked out would 
be next on the list of projecu;. 

"We will be bar-coding all the 
books," Mr. Youngman said. "We 
are getting CD-ROM's to print out 
library cards in the MARC format. 
Once we have that, we can move 
ahead with actual computerization 
of the card system. We are also 
computerizing the checkout line. 
After that, we will be on par with 
Glendale and Peoria libraries." 

Usage of the current system will 
not be affected by the refurbishing, 
Mr. Youngman said. 

"People can still use it,'' he said. 
At the current time, the card catalog 
will continue to be in use. 

Mr. Youngman says volunteers 
will be vital to both the speed of 
efficiency of library workings. 

"We need as many or more vol­
unteers to keep it going - we have 
240 volunteers at both libraries 
right now," he said. 

It will be some time before every­
thing is completed, Mr. Youngman 
said. 

"We operate mostly under dona­
tions," he said. "We will do this as 
we get the money - it will proba­
bly be about five years." 
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Shirley O'Leary reads the Washington Post at Bell Library. She came to the library to get reading material on flower arranging. 
She's entering a rose show next month. Although library visitation is up, circulation is down compared with last year. 

Books stay on sh~lves 
SUN CITY: Computer 
usage linked to increase 
in library visitors , but · 
circulation decrease 

research available and read the newspa­
pers to keep abreast of all the news," ·· 
said Gerald Krulik of Sun City, who visits -
the library about four to five times a ' 
week. 

HAYLEY RINGLE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN April &, 2000 

More people are walking along the 
aisles in the Sun City libraries, but fewer 
of them are checking out books. 

Comparing circulation statistics from 
February of last year to this past Febru­
ary 2000, about 300 more people visited 
the Bell and Fairway libraries. But circu­
lation dipped by about 1,000 books. 

The reason, said Charles Youngman, 
executive director of the Sun City 
Library, Inc., is the popularity of com­
puters. 

"People are looking more to new· tech­
nology and less on 

The number of people accessing the 
Internet at the libraries has nearly tri­
pled, from 100 people In May of last year, 
to 275 people this past February. Grace 
·Melody, assistant director of the Sun City 
Library, Inc. said she has had to begin a 
schedule for people to use the computer 
because of high interest. 

"We've had to turn people away (be­
cause there wasn't an available comput­
er)." said Melody, who plans on getting 
more computers when money is avail­
able. 

Melody is also Initiating steps for the 
library's card catalog to be put on-line, 
with a goal anywhere from five to l 0 
years. 1 

"It's a long way to where we are now to 
where we want lo 

. books," Youngman 
said. ·we·re getting 
more people in the 
library, but they"re 
not · checking out 
books." 

'People are looking more 
to new technology and less 
on books. ·We're getting 
more people in the library, 
but they're not checking out 
books.' 

be," Melody said . 

The biggest prob­
lem is getting the 
money available to 
begin this major 
task, Youngman 
said. Because the 
library receives .no 

He said people 
coming to the 
library are using 
the reference books 
- most of which 
can't be checked 

financial assistance 
from federal, state. 

Charles Youngman or county govern-

out, reading the 
newspapers · and 
magazines and 
using the two com-

executive director ments, the libraries 
depend entirely on 

Sun City Library donations from the -------~------ surrounding com-

puters at Bell, and one at Faitway, 
available for Internet and e-mail 

munity and the $15 
annual library card fee, he said. 

It costs about $400,000 a year to keep 
purposes. the library up and running, Youngman 

"I like to take advantage of the said. with about 240 volunteers helping 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Nancy Esty reads to her 2-year-old 
grandson, Colin Danch, at the Sun City 
Library. 

at the library. And that doesn't leave a 
lot of extra money available for the cost 
of _having an on-line catalog system, 
Melody said. 

"Right now. we·re just on the verge of 
beginning this venture," she said. "We 
are very much behind the times of other 
libraries." 

Telephone lines have to be upgraded, 
additional computers and printers have 
to be ·bought and software has to be 
purchased to accommodate this task. 

"If we don't come into the 21st centu­
ry, we·re going to be left in the dust," 
Youngman said . . 
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Seniors in cyberspace 
Internet growing in popularity among Sun Citians 

By JULIE RIDDLE 
Independent Newspapers 

wanting to use the Internet at the 
(Sun City) library will have to call 

It is a place where many, espe­
cially senior citizens, fear to tread. 

· ahead to make appointments - it 
has gotten that popular," she said. 
"We will have I 5°minute blocks of 
time - 15, 30 or 45 minutes, 
depending on avai lability." 

Seniors, while wanting to exper­
iment with the Inte rne t, are 
sometimes a little leery, Ms. 
Melody said. 

"Some are not eager to try it on 
the ir own. We have volunteers to 
help them out with any questions 
they might have," she said. 

The Internet, also known as the 
World Wide Web or cyberspace, 
has taken its place as a cultural 
force among young adults, but until 
recently was slow to catch on with 
the older generation. 

In Sun City, Internet fever has 
taken ho ld. At the Sun City 
Library, where the public has use of 
two Web-accessible computers, 
many seniors are partaking, said 
library assistant d irector Grace 
Melody. 

Though March I, is still several 
weeks away, Ms. Melody said cit i­
zens have already been calling to 
set up appointments ahead of time. 
Courtesy, however, sets the time 
limits for now. 

Sun Citians use the Inte rnet for a 
variety of reasons. 

"They are usually looking up 
travel or financial information," she 
said. "We also allow them to set up 
free e-mail through the Web so they 
can e-mail the ir grandkids or 
whomever they want." 

" Beginning March I, people 

" If you are on a computer that 
someone is waiting for, you have 
20 minutes to finish your business," 
Ms. Melody said. Three or four 
people are often waiting for each 
computer, she said. 

Barbara Hanson, who uses the 

See ■ CYBERSPACE, Page 3 

library's computer terminals, said 
the Web is something to which she 
is becoming accustomed. 

" It was not intimidating at all ," 
she said. "I heard about it from a 
friend, I came to che~k it out, and it 
is wonderful - I think it is really 
interesting," she said. 

Usually, Ms. Hanson said, she 
uses the Internet to look up fli ghts 
and news from her• home state of 
Minnesota, and of course, keep in 
touch. 

"Today I am e-mailing my grand­
children in Minnesota and my sister. 
in Mexico," Ms. Hanson said. 

At Sun City West 's R.H. Johnson 
Library, Internet access is restrict-

ed to a service known as Aztec, 
which provides text but no pictures. 

"At this point that is a ll we have. 
It gets used pretty much all th rough 
the day," said library manager 
Marcia Lea. "Usually it is j ust e-

. mail though." 
Ms. Lea says most people look­

ing to get on the Internet join the 
Computer C lub, which operates 
through the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City West. 

"Mostly the people that use it 
here (at the library) are all novices," 
she said. "The people who are seri­
ous about it usually have access to 
the ir own computer." 

By JULIE RIDDLE/ Independent Newspapers 

Barbara Hanson uses the Internet at the Sun City Library. Like most 
seniors, the Webhelps her to keep in touch with family and friends in other 
states and countries. 
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SC Libraries profit from gifts 
KATE FLEITAS 

1 DAILY NEWS-SUN 

, The Sun City Library. Inc.. which 
showed a deficit of more than $90,000 
two years ago. now shows more than 
$500,000 in expendable assets. 

Donations from the community. 
including bequests. private donations 
and a $40,000 gift from the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City board of directors in 
1998. helped bring the library out of 
debt, said Milton Fox, the library's assis­
tant treasurer. 

The Sun City Library Inc. operates two 
libraries within RCSC buildings. 
Although the rec centers pays the utili­
ties for the two facilities, Sun City 
Library Inc. 's board of directors manages 
all other financial matters. 

The library showed a deficit of 
$91,756.11 at the end of 1997, accord­
ing to a Dec. 31, 1997. balance state­
ment. Donations had dwindled and the 
revenue from the $15 library cards were 
not enough to meet expenses. 

T o cut costs, library administration 

eliminated four full-time positions and 
closed the library on Wednesday and 
Saturday afternoons. 

"There was a lot of anxiety," Fox 
remembered. ·we had a small reserve 
and had to dip into it to meet our 
expenses. The reserve was being quickly 
depleted, and we thought we'd be out of 
business in three years." 

Another library member asked the 
RCSC board of directors for help. The 
board responded by approving a $40,000 
donation. The library used the board's 
donation to purchase books and periodi­
cals, said Chuck Youngman, the library's 
executive director. 

By the end of 1998. the library was 
out of the red, showing $37,000 in 
expendable assets. 

·we were able to get to the end of the 
year with a surplus for the first time," 
Fox recalled. 

Since that time. bequests have contin­
ued to pour in, and the library's surplus 
has grown to more than $500,000. Fox 

said he believes the library's future 
depends on bequests from Sun City 
residents. 

"If we have to depend on library card 
mailings, we'll be in trouble," he said. 

More than 12,000 people purchased 
$15 library cards from Sun City Library, 
Inc. last year. 

The RCSC board of directors was criti­
cized for its part in helping the library, 
said Harold Boudrie, the board's treasur­
er. Boudrie. who was a member of the 
board's budget and fmance committee in 
1997. said the previous board did not 
study the library's expenses like they 
should have. . 

Boudrie says the current board, which 
is struggling to rebuild the rec centers' 
badly depleted cash reserve, will not 
approve any more large donations. 

·1 don't think they'll ever give like they 
did," he said. "Don't ever expect the rec 
centers to donate that kind of money to 
them again." 



1960 Del Webb opened the first five model homes in Sun City, the world's first master planned retirement community. 
After record first year home sales, the need for a library to serve the community's cultural, educational and recreational 
needs was recognized. Sun City gave 820 square feet in the Town Hall 
Center, now the Fairway Recreation Center site, for use as Sun City's first 
library, a mini-library open three days a week. Records were kept in 
shoeboxes. Maricopa County Library supplied the initial inventory of 2,500 
books. Eight volunteers ran it. 

1961 An informal "Friends of the Library" group was organized to raise 
money and to serve as volunteers. The following year, the "Friends" 
recognized the need for, and created, a Library Operating Board. 

1971 The Sun City Library, Inc. was formed as a nonprofit, tax exempt 
corporation, which controlled of the Library until 2009. 

1972 The Webb Corporation made 2,500 square feet available at the 
Lakeview Recreation Center, for a much needed move to larger facilities. 
The first paid librarian was hired, aided by a volunteer staff of 30. 

1974 The Webb Corporation made space available in the Fairway Center 
for a Branch Library. At the same time, planning was underway for a new 
Bell Recreation Center. The plans included space for a 10,250 square foot 
library, with room for a 5,430 square foot expansion. 

1976 The Bell Center Library opened. 

1963: Jerry Costin is checking out books to Charles 

Nearman. Photo courtesy of the Sun City Area 
Historical Museum 

1982 The Library expanded to 50,000 volumes, serving 43,000 patrons, with 275 volunteers, who gave 49,989 hours of 
service. 

1984 Always in need of financial support, the Friends of the Library used a large variety of fund raising methods, including 
an organized annual bridge marathon. The Library didn't just offer books, but also included "Books on Wheels', cassettes, 

jigsaw puzzles, and large type books. 
Polaroid cameras were available for check out. 

2008 Facing continual financial challenges (even a controversial fee for 
library cards did not meet the needs), the Sun City Library voted to 
pursue becoming part of the Maricopa County Library District (MCLD). 

2009 The Sun City Libraries became part of the MCLD, closed for a brief 
time for renovations, and then reopened in the summer. To reflect their 
new role of support, the nonprofit "The Sun City Library, Inc." was 
amended to become "Friends of the Sun City Libraries, Inc." Its mission 
was and is to ENHANCE THECOMMUNITY THROUGH SUPPORT FOR 
THE SUN CITY LIBRARIES. 

2009 The "Books Around the Corner" Bookstore opened in the old 
Hoover Room of the Bell Library. Proceeds (over $38,000 a year in 2015) 
from the 100% volunteer operation supported the Libraries with 
materials, equipment, and program needs. 

1976: The Bell library on opening day. Photo courtesy Today The Friends of the Sun City Libraries, Inc. has over 90 volunteers 
of the Sun City Area Historical Museum serving on the Board of Directors, in the Libraries, in the Books Around 

the Corner Bookstore, and as Book Buddies who deliver materials to 
home bound individuals. The MCLD managed Sun City Libraries have 677,494 items available to every card holder, 
including printed books, audio books, DVDs, CDS, magazines, and even ukuleles. We've come a long way since 1960, 
but one thing has remained consistent: Sun City and the Friends of the Sun City Libraries, Inc. know the immeasurable 
value of a great community library. 


