
? ? Sou r ce/D at e 
EXCAVATIONS UNCOVER OUR BEGINNINGS 
FOUNDATIONS OF QUEEN MARINETTE'S TRADING POST 

Cons truction c rews installing new 
sewers o n Riverside Avenue in 
,\larinette are believed to have 
unearthed the remains of the firs t 
trading post on the Menominee River. 
W o rking in frigid January weather, 
excavation equipment turned up a 
ser ies of seven logs laid perpendicular to 
the rive r and about seven feet below the 
p resent surface. 

The logs were about e ighteen inches in 
diameter wi th cap logs a long what was 
probably the river line when Louis 
C happieu, first pe rmanent settler on the 
,\1enominee, ran a trad ing post as agent 
fo r John Jacob Astor's American Fur Co. 

Spanni ng 63 feet, the logs were first 
believed b y some persons to have been a 
re mnant o f Queen Marin ette's home, 
but he r house was made of sawed 
b oards from her husband's sawmill and 
was located on the south side of 
Riverside Avenue across from the 
trading post. It was the first frame house 
on the river and s tood until 1894 whe n 
it was razed to make way for a n ew 
home built by Fred Carney, Jr. and n ow 
occupied b y the Jack Marceys. 

Chappieu (or C happie) arrived on the 
river between 1796 a nd 1799 to trade. 
I le was replaced as American Fur agent 
by William Farnsworth, who had 
recently married Queen Marine tte. 
Evicted fro m the pos t b y Farnsworth 
and so m e friendly Indians , th e 
disgus ted Frenchman moved upstream 
five miles , crossed the river and erected 
a trading s tockade at what is now 

kn ow n as "C happee's Rapids." 
Thereafter , he sold his furs to the British 
Fur. Co. 

Farnsworth built a log ho m e for 
himself, Marinette and he r children just 
south o f the trading post after disposing 
Chappie u , replacing it a few years late r 
with the fram e house erected with 
boards turned out by the first sawmill 
on the river, built b y Farnsworth and 
his partner, Charles Brush, in the 
summer o f 1831. 

After the mill failed, Farnsworth spent 
more and more time away from home, 
finally sett!ir.g at Sheboygan , Wisconsin, 
where he became its first non-Indian 
permane nt resident . Quee n Marinette 
continued to tend the p ost, assuming 
m o re a nd more responsibility , with the 
help of he r children. 

Queen Marinette's so n by her firs t 
marriage - John Jacobs, Jr. - bought 
the trading pos t site sometime before 
1839 and expanded into the fishing 
business. H e moved freely between 
Marinette and Green Bay, gaining a 
business reputation in both 
communities. In the 1850's he owned 
and o perated a sidewheeler steamboat 
known as the "Queen City," carrying 
freight and passenge rs be tween such 
ports as Escanaba, Ceda r Rive r , 
Marinette, Oconto and Green Bay. The 
boat docked at his landing in Marinette 
n earby . 

Ken Black, engineer in charge o f the 
Rive rside sewer project, brought the 
long-buried logs to the attention o f local 

o ffi cials and histo rians. T hus, he has 
he lped us to learn a little more o f our 
past. 

For, nearby, were unearthed a number 
of other items linked to that pioneer 
period. In particular, round-bottom 
bottles use d b y th e F r e n ch for 
generations to assure the containers 
would be stored o n their sides for proper 
care. Old medicine bottles that Queen 
Marinette may have discarded after 
treating h er family, fri e nd s a nd 
customers also were salvaged and have 
been added to the collection at the 
Marinette County Histo rical Museum. 

C lose by the original trading post after 
1871 was the h eadquarte rs of the 
Menominee River Boom Co. 

The a b ove photograph s h ows som e of 
the buildings located on the map. 

This was take n in 1892. Far to the left , 
partially obscured b y three trees is 
Queen Marinett e's residen ce , s till 
standing at tha t time. The large b u ilding 
on the fa r side of the road is the Boom 
Company's Boarding H o use . Th e 
building on the riverbank, is the Trading 
P os t , whose foundations we r e 
discovered when storm sewer 
excavations were m ade a lo ng R iverside 
Avenue in the Summe r of 1983, and 
early 1984. P o rtio n s o f the founda lio n s 
logs will be exhibited in the Marinette 
Count y Hist o ri ca l Museum t his 
summer . These foundation logs were 
provided through the kindness o f Ken P. 

Continued on Page 4. 
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"Marinette' s Home on Present Riverside Ave ." 

ORIGIN OF THE NAME, 
''Marinette'' 

The Second in o series on Loco/ History 

The City and County of Marinette are 
both named after a very remarkable 
woman, Marie Antionette Chevalier 
daughter of Bartelemi Chevalier, a French 
Canadian Fur Trader. We do not have a 
record of her Mother 's name, but she was 
the Granddaughter of Chief Waubashish 
(Great Martin) a Chippewa. He is said to 
have lived at both Pelican Lake and Post 
Lake, a few miles apart. This baby, born at 
Pos t Lake was to be known as "Marinette" 
a possible contraction of " Marie Antion
ette". It is easily seen how her longer 
French name was slurred in pronunciation 
by both Indians and Whites. Again, was it a 
contraction of " Manon-ette" meaning "lit
tle Manon"? Her paternal Grandmother 
Marie Francois Alovin was called 
''Manon'' (Little Marie ). People of the Me
nominee nation referred to "Marinette" as 
" Mon-na-ne.tte". Even today, in the 
~rench-Belg1an areas of Europe there are 
girls who are called "Marionette" or 
" Marinette". 

Ma~inette may have been baptized at 
Mackinac Island at the same time as a 
daughter of the family called, in the rec
?rds, " Marguerette." A list of Baptisms 
include that of Marguerette Chevalier 
noting that she was the daughter of "Bar'. 
thelemi" Chevalier. The God-father was 
Jean Baptiste Chevalier, the God-Mother, 
Madame Bourassea. Baptiste was likely 
the Father of Bartelemi. 

Bartelemi became a partner of John Ja
cobs Sr. in the Fur Trade and Jacobs took 
Marinette as his wife. She later married 
William Farnsworth, who was in the Fur 
business at the mouth of the Menominee 
River. 

Marinette's home, on what is now River
si~e avenue in Marinette, became a gath
ering place for both Indians and Whites. 
Not only was it a fur trading center, it was 

a place for social gatherings, participated 
in by both races. The location's name, 
" Menominee River Settlement" was a lit
tle too long to pronounce. It was easier to 
say that you were going to " Marinettes' " . 
She was noted for her ability to promote 
inter-racial harmony. She was also known 
for her aid to the impoverished, the sick, 
and distressed. She was certainly the early 
day leader of the community. Here busi
ness was transacted, mail received, news 
was retold, people of the frontier came and 
went. 

Marinette was famous in her day, over a 
wide area, during the years when the for
ests were yielding to the first inroads of 
European occupancy. 

QUEEN MARINETTE - as she was 
known died June 3, 1865, at 72 years of age. 
Some historians believe that she died in 
Green Bay, because she is buried in the Al
louez cemetery there. However, Dr. J . J . 
Sherman who came on the Menominee 
River in 1853 and lived here until the time 
of his death in 1910 wrote ( in 1876) that 
"Marinette lived in her old home here with 
~er children, devoting the latter part of her 
hfe to deeds of benevolence and devotion 
until she quietly passed away on the 3rd of 
June 1865." 

Her remains were first interred in the 
enclosure near the house where the family 
had a temporary vault, over which was 
erected a building composed of cedar logs. 
In his memoirs, F. C. Burke wrote, "I have 
been told that the body was later exhumed, 
taken to Green Bay on the boat "Queen 
City" (owned by her son John Jacobs) and 
buried in the family plot in the Allouez · 
cem~tery." There is a record of a private 
burying ground existing on the plot of 
ground where Marinette's house stood. Dr. 
Sherman was living here at the time of 
Marinette's death, so his report should be 
factual. " 

THE STORY OF MARINETTE, WISCONSIN 
From Marinette Chamber of Commerce 
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EXCURSION 
Wednesday, May 22. 

---------TO---------
MAJllN'ETTE, ARIZONA 
The New Town and Orchard Community in The 

Salt, River V ~Hey 
One of the b&c-t arguments in favor of your going lnto the Salt River 

Valley with u1 NOW I• that hundred• ha..,. gone there In the last ye;ir 
from Southern California and we have :n yet to hear of one who fall!! to 
µronoun c c 1t the beauty spot of the Welt and It l1 tho concon1u1 of opin
ion, of thoso who have •~en for themselves, that tho ch:ancea of making 
money there :ire the Best In tho West. 

Why not get Into lino for your ahare? 
Let ua help you do thla by showing you Marinette :and telling you or 

the poulbll lt les there are of making money there, where 

~ -r)y Navel Oranges w ill pay roguh1rly from $400 
r.,(l to $600 per acre. They are 
ready to ahip by Chrlstm,11. Tho quality Is far ahead of any other 
"E,1rly N.avcls," sweeter, meatier and better cotoreld, • • · 

S di G ~ •t have pa id near Marinelte $100 ee ess f 8D81fU) $ per acre from ~year-old trees. 
Full grown trees wlll pa/from $700 to $1000 per acre. Both oranges and 
grapefru i ts arc free from INSECTS, SCALES and DISEASES. NO 
SPRAYING, NO FUMIGATING. 

A • · t at Marinette r ipen three weeks ~head of Californ ia p rJCQ S and treu begin paying good prof1ta at three year, old. 

Oll•ves in the Salt nlver Valley m.akc profi t, larger .and more cer-
tain than ln any other place In the United States. Grove, 

there, at present prlcea for olives, .1re paying from $80 to $250 per acre. 

Al#QJ~a In the Salt River Valley, with the abunaance of water fur. 
11 I I n ithed by tho Roo,cvelt Dam, can't bo beat In any 1ecllon 

of the Un ited Sutca; In fact It muat b• teen to be appreciated. 

Two C's Chickens Will 
antaloupes 

Pay the Bills While Your Trees Grow 
You take no ct,.1nco In making thlt trip, aa our literature 11 guann

totd against substantial mlsrcpruentat lon or ex.aggeralion. It 11 1ome
thin9 new. Call and get aome of It, 

Just remember, It wlll pay you to tee u, o1nd It will pleue u, to ;ee 
you investigiilte our propoaitlon. 

Our- latch 5trlng 11 out .all the time at 

418 North Main St. Santa Ana, Calif. 

CARDEN & sc;oTT co. 
418 North Main St, Next to Abatr:act Title Co.'• office. 

4az. '{ u 411a.J:7~ iij, r 2. I fb< y1, 2.. / ¥ 8 
Ak • ~ /Xtf" ~ . e ti,., {-r, m« ~ ,· k , rped i~) 
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Cotton pickin' days of SunlllllalllllCity I 
Land was field of dreams 
long before Del E. Webb 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Long before 
Del E. Webb developed his 
8,600-acre retirement' com
munity, Sun City's golf cour
ses.and swimming pools were 
the· site of brothels and cotton 
fields. 

In the late 1800s, pioneers 
began farming land near the 
west bank of the Agua Fria 
River. 

R.P. Davie, a businessman 
from Marinette, Wis., was 
impressed by the growth and 
potential of the area and 
bought several thousand acres 
of land between New River 
and the Agua Fria. 

He named the area after his 
hometown, but eventually was 
forced to sell his land in May 
1920 to the Southwest Cotton 
Co. because his sugar beet 
crops failed. 

Southwest dug wells and 
planted cotton fields on the 
Marinette site. 

Laborers who handpicked 
the cotton from July to May 
formed a small community 
that some remember for its 

"house of ill repute." 
In 1936, Marinette Ranch 

was sold to the J.G. Boswell 
Co., which in turn developed 
the tract of land into one of 
the most prosperous cotton 
plantations in the country. 

Residents who occupied the 
community dwindled as ma
chinery replaced cotton pick
ers in the fields. 

Three men who lived and 
worked in the area years ago, 
recently shared their experi
ences of watching Sun City 
emerge from the Marinette 
cotton fields. 

They spoke to locals in a 
forum sponsored by the Sun 
Cities Area Historical Society. 

Hank Raymond moved to 
the area once known as 
Marinette in 1928. 

"Marinette had anything 
you wanted in it. A general 
store, a service station, post 
office, pool hall and barber 
shop. We lived near where 
Sun City Country Club now 
is," Raymond said. 

Raymond started working 
for the Boswell operation in 
1944 and retired as vice pres-

\ 

Daily News-Sun photo by Stephen Cherne 

THEY WERE THERE - James G . Boswell II, left, Hank Raymond, cente r, and Bot 
McMicken all lived and worked _in the cotton farming community of Marinette before i1 
w a s developed into the 8 ,900 a c~e master planned adult community of Sun City. 
ident and general manager of m~ to go eat lunch at the lives in Kansas, moved ~ 
the operation in 1962. King's Inn and we had to Marinette 71 years ago. H1 

"I remember them talking stand in line to get in. It was • father served as the first gen 
about building a motel here a hard thing for many of us to eral manager of Southwes 
(Kings Inn) and I thought they do - adjust to the progress. Cotton Co. . 
were nuts trying to get anyone It's been a revelation to me to McMicken was vice pres1 
to come and eat and sleep in be part of this great achieve- dent of the livestock opera 
Marinette," Raymond said. "A ment." t ions for the Boswell ranches. 
few years later, a friend asked Bob McMicken, who now See Fields, Page 27 
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SK:LLED AN O C O MMON L ABOR 

OFF\CC, $ fOAf.. oo ... .:snc AKO S~£Cl "-L 

OUR SPECIALTY M INING WORK 
Sa-ANISH SPO"'-tM 

W E AI M TO PLEAS£ 

WOMAN"S OE0 ARTMENT. 111 S FIRST STREET 

Phoenix Employment Bureau 
; : E. L. MAN NING. MANAGER 

HELP 
OP' ALL KINDS r:'URNISHEO ON S H ORT NOTICI: 

MALE. FE M ALE. WHITE. COLORED. MEXICAN OR ASI ATIC 

PHONE 1775 117 90UTH P'IIIST STRl!l!T 
PMONC SUN DAYS 0 11 EYt:NIMC S 2:!3G 

M.r.Di,:.g.hi: B • . tiea.:."d , Choi:""1.!a.n, 
Arizona Council of Defense, 

Phoe~ix , Arizona. 

De.ar Sir:-

PHOENIX. ARIZONA. April 2Etl!, H ·l 7 

In reg ard to t he c cnversbr.ion held wi th you Apr i l 2--~t~1, 
·Ne wish to p lace the f:;l.lov;i !'l~ milttl:'lrs before your com.'!lit ·c97, -:t.':;)r 
consid.er.a'tion. 

I I 
·rha peak loc.d :::·,::ir seas onu1>1 ~ lahor is ust:l:.l.ly r.etwe ::, n 

t:ne first of MaY up t() ti:e fi rs t of .Tu ly. L1:,.st- Y~ c.r , 1{' 1 5 , •;,(:; 
we>:e uno.hle to filJ. 0ver on.e - hc-.lf our o r ders for men dt:rin~ -ci d s tlme, 
w~ we·r e ~pprc:d:nc:.~ely 1000 ::--,e:1 sl:or.-t . In 1 ° 1 5 we we!'a s °L..c,l't :f ,-1.l l.y 
500 . Th is y e .. r we ·_., i ll ~~ s:1ort f r c!:! 2,000 to 3 , 0•)0 -:nen . 

Owing to the lnt~ s pring (;..'b :.n~t C!l'= :ncritn L.te) t,he !'i .!'st. 
o.rop of al:fe.li'o is ju::;t .3t:.rt ing t v be Ct;.t ::.nd. wi l J. run Holl into 
~h= p;r ~in u.."'1.d gr~in ha:•· crop . Ala o , tt.e 1;enerbl work -Jf ~1:- <:>.:"1 :. :ig 
di tchea ~Y the Recl>.:1>nc.1;ion SerYic e =.na. fi:.r.11ers has been :0.-:'l l d ,.ip by 

_t!:le late epri.ng . Owing to t iB 11:i. ~r.. price of h"'y i:..'1.d gr .. i~, ::.l l 
·,1:e tnresnars ;:-.rHl b;:,.le r a will he ir~ s~ro?1g a~rr..c.nd, especi.:,.l ly ~~ 
the::-e is no old h ~y in t :1.e v c:. l Ley. 0!1 t 0p cf t.ai3 e "tr on~ d.-.:-m::.nd , 
bbout iO,OOJ bc res of cotton will h aV9 to be chopped snortly . Thi3 
alone wil l r-:?qni,-,;: :!.11 conn:?cr~"ion witn cul1;i-vt.·ci11g no-c l e::n t:'l.1:1n 
1,000 e x:tr b l -!.h'..1 r c:: ~•9 . Alsc , ;;.;;c0rdi n g ,:0 1;he n"!..lit1g or.' -c.ne F e clc.m1:,-
~i :J n Service, <11 :.c,ving ·.•n • .-tr-:1· fy~ o.b0ut .J~ , :)i)G ·c:.cr~s of VbGor.t l::.~d 
•10t u.ndP-r "tho? .!'~.!Uld.· se1·-vi c~ , wi:.icb ws und."7rstc.nd is ~llo~ved fer 
t hre~ yei:-.rs 1 ·11i 11 re ql~ire qL:i te 1:. f,~w hundred e:-;:tr• f l:i.r,n lo·b-.,r~ ~s , 
provided it is fo.llowed ou·c. 

I O ... ··• 1 • t · . . . d h .p , n ... cp o:r c.....!. ~1:~, 13 i:i-1e -c er. '3:1cy 0n t e i:;u:- t o ... ,-,..-~~ 
~ h i te l~hor to le~v~ ~~e Vbll~y for cooler p l ~ces, such ~s t~e 
~i?'"!e s , l·~1m1;cr c~-n;.:s, :-:i">'td G·) ~3't . Tbis t.130 1;.p·; lies 't 1

) Mexic Gn 
1 -~~~r "''" · -_,0 1 ' 'c·"'" .... .. ~ - ,-. -t ·~ - .,..-,.,, e ·"''< .. •jn"" '"1...e -rr·l ;~, . -.•. ·r"'.., Gil.i.., ·\J .., .... 3 ? .:.S 'h ~, .J- J l "' L, .;. • .• J l.,.,, .,_.:,<:: ~ .,;i.;..a , ..,. 1.1.,,., LI• J...I. :. • ,:. ._tJ.,; v · . , .., , 

c1cw is i:: .:. sc.riot.,.S :::d-c·..:.a~iu".l f'~ r sec ur i·:1g l.!-. '.'.lor . W,g do not ·:-1:.. -=,.: !. 
t ...._ . ..i, ..... .:) ~r"!" ~ • .: : ~r ~ "j. ~ , r :-. -. ""1 :._~ • .l'\.1) 1.:. .,y" _ .. ""' P ~-~ l l"'"'T ·cu1' . .,. t ~ ) l'.l .:-'.-" .. , .. -; Jo ...in.~vvv 0 .:> a.I ..1.. .... : ~.er,_ ,_. ., .• c; ;_.-,.., ... ....... ·-• - '---- • ~.- r,;-_, J · • ..:'4v ... , • .:> ., • . .., .l-..,., 

·oe t-t-k,m ;;lt once. The o~ i y '.;.r'f:;ie -: to t-h~ short ;..:;e i::. t :~::i.t. all 
e;e::::.·Q r;:.~ . .!..r)od wcrk , ::i!:.!1 e1:-::.r1::, 1.:.i•:rk !,or- the .Rec!.""'~c:.t.ion Sl:3 .-rvi •..=e, 
ex-::e!)t di thl1 c~l~~ni~1~ ~!l l~t~rcls, i!3 v:e;·i, ::<:-=.; l ei;ed. 



SKILLED A N D C C MM O N LABO R 

OFFICE. STO A:C. oo,w E.ST l C AND S ~[CIA L 

W O MAN' S DEPARTMENT. 111 S FIRST STREET 

O U R S P ECIAL TY MININ G W C RK 

W E AIM T O P:..£ A SE 

I f .. , 

Phoenix Employment Bureau 
E . L. MANN ING. MANAGER 

HELP 
Of" A LL KINDS l"UR,...ISHl!:O ON SHORT NOTICK 

MALE. FEMALE . WHITE. COL O RED. MEX ICAN OR ASIATIC 

PHONE 1775 117 SOUTH ,ruUIT STREET 
P H O NE S UND A YS O lit EVE H I N C • 2 236 

-2- PHOENIX. ARIZO NA. 

Cc.re should be exerc ised in e:!?Pl•:>ying le.nor in r~ g c::.r:i to 
t ~-ie I. W.W. r,1-,~tr.niz"tio!l :people wt.ich w= c 1:.n tc.ke up sep arc.t~ly • 
(T:'liS pc.l't not :fer. pub.Lie int'or~ati.on). 

As -co our :;,:nowledP.:c in t ile3e .:nt:. tters. and. to \'Thom ye n 
c i:.n refer if you wish c.s to - our ::-~li &°bi li ty c:.nd s,; or.cii~ , ·He 
respectfully r e f~r LO followa : 

Mr.W. W0 rd, U.S.Reclc,i;, ... 1:;i o !'l ServiGe . 
Mr.C.M.Scott, Ari zona Ee.ste rn R.R. Co. 
J..{r.E.J .C""r :::illa, Shht'tu.ck - 1-l°emmo Wcrehouse Co • 
.Mr.Ho,;1;-,.rd Roed, Mbr ine~'te Land & Can.:-1 Co. 
Mr.G.R.Verncnt Buckeye Irr iibt i on Co. 
Yr.C.W.Peterson, Arlington Cottle Co. 
Ralph Murphy, Phoenix Tr~ t Comp ::.n:}' •· 
w.s.Stevens ~nd C.T.Hirst, Old Christian Ranch, Arlington. 
W.H.Knox, Secre-c ory Cotton Growers ' As :J oc iat : on . 

____ 7 Mr • . ·\.T .P" :rk flr or Mr.McDe ·rit t of th-a Southwest Cot :cn Co;r.v ~:'lY• 
:Mr.W.S.Goldsw-'.)rth:,r oi' 1;:ie San-to lt~e R .R . Co . 

and. r:1"'ny others. 

We handle :pr oC t i c olly ;:;.ll t :ie Me:;d.cc.n lir..d v1h i te 11:\bor 
of --en~ v1:al ley . 

11 In ~n s1;er t o t:1e qu r:stion -- WhQt s h all vie do · . .mc,e ·r t.::-:; 
ci.rcui!ls't ~nces - - we -.11111 BaY tiu•.'t i :1 the :r.or:.t11 of' FeoruaI"y we 
i :11) ~rted urtdar l::..!'rc:.ng emen"ts 1:-;i ·th Sh~t t :.ck 1:-nd. !fo:i:no WQx·•~ho:.,.se 
Cv!nflt>UY 345 Mexic 1::-.n lb.b orers wh o proved very s c.tis f oC t ory, ~nd we 
refer specific i:.lly to Mr .Shilt tuck 05 t r) t!le mbnne.r l:1 wn ich we .h::.nd.1 1:c. 
t ~:is situ i.it:ion. 

Cct:pttiin John C. Gre e rr,:o:r i!:for.:1ed ua last 1uaek t !iat \"ie 
.-::o u li ½at abot..t 500 llexic1:.n .!.;;.bo r e rs :fr cm Ajo, fc.re , ~ 5 • .30. A 
c :➔ r-..;c.oin «;:iou:1t cor: :;e aec i.Lre d f r o:1; Tacs ·Jn., f ;;.re ",1 .eo ... -:-id p rob c:. t' .Ly 
q_,._;_ it.a "l;;.:-g e ~nc~t r'.ron 1fog ;:.l Bs, :'::.r::; , :jii2 .b0 . We did oett8.r t.hs1·e 
t ;1,.n i:inywhsre else ;;.!:d ?1n ere i ..::ey kr1::>\7 t.~d tr1.;.s~ u.a. 

An br.,:-an;'.se;:i~.c.T. is r:0·,v :J~i::-1;.: m ade ·r,i t h the S •) uth e rn Pc.c i:~ic 
Co2.--p Q~y !'o r .-.. re:.t e of i:.b0ut ~5 ~ro!~ lfo.::: i:.li:>.s. li.r .McDavi tt of t .h.e 
S cc:.~}1,ff:st Co~:: on C·Jm_p:::any hoa lo ,:-ked i!lt o the nu-.-i;t•..) ::-, bt., t o't pr8sent 
t t.e r~te is not efr' ·:H!tive . ~ ? l i cc:.t i on wt1s based e n _p, .. -r-t i.~s 0f · 
~o -c 1839 ~~~n 50 . 



SKILLED AN D COMMON LABO R 

O f" f'ICf . • STOAS: . oow_CSTIC AHO SP'CCIAl. 

OUR SPECIALTY M INING W O R K 
SPA NISH SPOl( E N 

W E A I M T O P LE A SE 

i 
W O MAN'S DEPART MENT. 111 5 . FIRST STREET I 

. : 

/ - f , .. 

Phoenix Employment Bureau 
E . L . MANN ING. MANAGER 

HELP 
Off' ALL KINDS l"URNISHE.O ON SHORT NOTICII'. 

MALE. FEMAL E. WHITE, COLORED, MEXICAN OR ASIATIC 

PHONE 1775 117 SOUTH FIRST STREET 
PHOHC SUNDA YS O R EVU•IIHC S 2 236 

-3- PHOENIX. ARIZO NA. April 

In re~ard t o the w~ges. We do net ~elieve we can s ec~re 
men f•:ir laas 'tt.an ~U.50 :µc!" day c.nd boal"d, c:.nd if the !fr.n.r~a.g~ .:.. s 
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when submarine warfare cut off the supply of long staple 
cotton from Egypt. 

In 1936 the Marinette Ranch was sold to the J. G. Boswell 
Co., also of Litchfield Park. The Boswells were an old 
Georgia cotton family. Under this banner Marinette produced 
as never before, but it produced crops, not people. As 
machines replaced men in the fields the population of the 
town dwindled. Finally much of the townsite was planted in 
cotton and lettuce. Progress had turned Marinette into one of 
the nation's most prosperous plantations rather than into the 
city envisioned by its founder. 

A newspaper article comparing the Arizona town to 
Marinette, Wisconsin in the early 1950's said, "Marinette 
(Arizona) is all but gone now. Progress which built one town 
from a trading post to a population of 15,000 all but 
obliterated the other." By 1960, little more remained of the 
town than the sign on the Santa Fe right-of-way bearing the 
name, Marinette. 

About five miles southwest of Marinette there is a sign on 
the Luke Air Force Base railroad spur bearing the name 
"Webb." Webb, Arizona was a construction camp established 
in 1941 by a young builder from Phoenix when he was 
awarded the contract to construct Luke Air Field for the 
U. S. Army Air Force. Since activation in March, 1941, over 
18,000 fighter pilots have been trained at Luke, named in 
honor of Lieutenant Frank Luke, Jr. of Phoenix who, during 
World War I, was posthumously awarded the first 
Congressional Medal of Honor in the history of the Air 
Force. Today Luke Air Force Base provides advanced fighter 
pilot training for the United States and West Germany. It is 
the largest facility of its type in the world. 

While Del E. Webb was constructing a new community at 
Luke, he was building an organization that would master the 
art of community development. This was to have a profound 
influence upon the history of Marinette where, in 1959, the 
Boswells released cotton acreage to Webb to build a motel, 
shopping center, medical clinic, recreational complex with 
craft shops and art studios and a model home show. Orders 
were taken for four hundred houses and apartments during 
the opening month, January, 1960. The history of Marinette 
began to reverse itself. 

Whatever became of Marinette, Arizona? It became Sun 
City, Arizona - America's Most Famous Resort-Retirement 
Community. 

Grand Avenue generally follows the route taken by the 
eight-mule teams that hauled freight from Phoenix to 
Wickenburg in the 19th Century. This desert freighting trail 
was called the Vulture Road. 

In 1863, the German mineralogist, Henry Wickenburg was 
prospecting in the hills overlooking the Hassayampa River. 
He decided it was time to move on but his little "Arizona 
Nightingale" (burro) had other ideas. Wickenburg muttered 
into his grizzled beard, "Maybe a well placed rock will change 
your mind, or, at least attract your attention!" He let one 
fly, then another, but both fell short of their mark. He 
picked up another rock and noticed that it was unusually 
heavy for its size ... heavy with gold! As he staked his claim, 
a lone vulture eyed him from a nearby perch. Thus, the 
greatest gold discovery in Arizona came to be called the 
Vulture Mine. 

The first town in Maricopa County mushroomed on the 
west bank of the Hassayampa where arrastras were set up to 
crush the ore from the Vulture. In October, 1864, this 
settlement was officially named Wickenburg, Territory of 
Arizona and by 1866 it was one of the largest cities in 
Arizona and missed being chosen as the capital by only two 
votes. 

In 1864, John Y. T. Smith set up a hay camp in the Salt 
River Valley to supply the Cavalry at Camp McDowell. Jack 
Swilling, a Confederate soldier turned prospector, visited the 
camp in 1867. The idea of using the prehistoric Hohokam 
Canal System to support agriculture in the Valley struck 
Swilling. He organized the Swilling Irrigation Canal Co. and 
convinced Wickenburg miners to invest in the project which 
would lower their food and forage prices. Henry Wickenburg 
"blazed" the 54-mile Vulture Road in 1867, hauling men and 
supplies to the canals. Within a year wagons laden with 
produce were rolling to Wickenburg. 

Among the canal builders was the English scholar
adventurer-inebriate, "Lord" Darrel Duppa. Commenting 
upon the ancient ruins and canals in the Salt River Valley, he 
said, "A city will rise phoenix-like, new and more beautiful 



from these ashes of the past." Thus, a gold mine named after 
a vulture led to the founding, in 1867, of Phoenix, named 
after the bird which symbolized resurrection in Egyptian 
mythology. 

Other canal companies were established. By 1882, the 
Grand Canal was supporting a flourishing agricultural in
dustry on the reclaimed desert east of Phoenix. Inspired by 
this success, the Arizona Canal Co. was formed to construct a 
waterway from Granite Reef, north of Mesa, to the arid plain 
west of Phoenix. William J. Murphy, who had just completed 
a stretch of the Atlantic and Pacific Railway (now the Santa 
Fe) in northern Arizona agreed to construct the Arizona 
Canal in exchange for proceeds from any water rights he 
could sell. He completed the 32-mile waterway and its 20 
laterals in 1885 (the work took three years); then headed east 
to entice Illinois farmers to settle the new 38,000-acre 
irrigation district. 

Delos S. Brown and J. B. Greenhut, wealthy residents of 
Peoria, Illinois immediately obtained four sections of the 
newly irrigated land, fourteen miles northwest of Phoenix. 
Their ranches flanked the Vulture Road, which now carried 
the tri-weekly stage to Wickenburg. Brown platted 80 acres 
of his ranch for business and residential lots and named the 
locality Peoria, in honor of his hometown. The desert 
freighters soon began stopping at the town well to take on 
water for the dry trek westward. 

In 1894, the Greenhut Ranch was sold to the newly-wed 
Chauncey Clarke, a handsome young prospector from Peoria, 
Illinois whose prospects had improved dramatically when he 
married Maria Rankin, whose father owned the Santa Maria 
Gold Mine (thirty miles west of Congress). Before moving on 
to found a ranching and oil barony in California, the Clarkes 
enlarged the Greenhut ranch house, making it the most 
imposing residence in the Valley. In July, 1965, its kitchen 
no longer needed to feed canal crews, railroad gangs and 
cowboys; its elaborate "general assembly room" better suited 
for a more gracious era, this handsome Territorial Landmark 
was demolished to make way for the Wagoner Plaza Shopping 
Center. 

The Arizona climate started to attract winter vacationers 
from the east in 1896 when "snow birds" started the 
migration to Castle Hot Springs. There, centuries before, the 
Tonto Apaches had discovered hot "medicine waters" flow-

ing from a mountainside. The venerable spa operates to this 
day on the site of the winter residence of the Territorial 
Governor, 24 miles east of Morristown. 

By 1909, the Vulture Road had become a "grand avenue." 
The Santa Fe now carried freight to Wickenburg, Flagataff 
and points east. The Greenhut-Clarke-Wagoner Ranch was 
one of the largest shippers of cattle in the Valley. Peoria 
farmers were prospering. A few of them were beginning to 
experiment with cotton, a crop the Indians had cultivated by 
primitive means. The Agua Fria Water and Land Co. was 
developing 40,000 acres on the west bank of the Agua Fria 
River. This project was to bring about the construction of 
Carl Pleasant Dam 18 years later. 

It was incredible to think that in 1858, the Congress of the 
United States had accepted a report about the Arizona desert 
which said, "The region is altogether valueless. After entering 
it, there is nothing to do but leave." 

R. P. Davie, a business adventurer from Marinette, 
Wisconsin was impressed by the growth and the potential of 
the area. He bought and leased thousands of acres between 
the New River and the Agua Fria and developed a deep well 
pumping system to irrigate his acreage which lay just beyond 
the end of the Arizona Canal. Following the example of the 
founders of Peoria, he platted a townsite named after his 
home town. Davie envisioned a city of industrious farmers 
and tradesmen when he wrote, "The men in charge of the 
destinies of Marinette are master craftsmen when it comes to 
the making of prosperous communities. We know how to 
take good soil, good water rights and good climate; get good 
people there; get the people united and busy. We are doing 
this at Marinette." Soon Marinette could boast a store, a 
boarding house and a few homes. The United States Post 
Office, Marinette, Arizona opened the year that the Territory 
achieved statehood, 1912. 

Davie made his only mistake in 1918 when he gambled the 
future of Marinette on the sugar beet. By 1920 it was decided 
that the soil could not produce a sweet enough beet and 
Davie lost heavily. He sold his holdings May 14, 1920 to the 
Southwest Cotton Co. (a subsidiary of Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Co.) for one million dollars, and the town of 
Marinette became a company compound. The affairs of 
Marinette were administered from Litchfield Park, seat of the 
Goodyear Cotton empire which had been established in 1916 



April 10, 2010 

Here's the story of the founding of Marinette as I've learned it with the help of 
Arizona land records and Marinette, WI newspapers. 

In 1892, Andrew C. Merryman - a wealthy lumber mill owner - and John J. 
Casson - a mill engineer - obtained adjacent 640-acre land grants in the area 
lying in the area to the west of today's 99th Ave., and north of Grand Ave. 

About the same time, the newly formed Santa Fe, Prescott, and Phoenix 
Railroad was obtaining right-of-way for its route between Prescott and 
Phoenix. We can only surmise that a deal was struck whereby the railroad 
promised a water stop on the Wisconsin men's holdings in return for right-of-
way. 

The first mention of "Marinette" appears in a Building Record of the SFPP RR. 
It lists a Marinette stop with a Pump House and Water Tank built in 1894. The 
railroad reached Phoenix in early 1895, and the first railroad time table shows 
trains stopping in Marinette for the first time on March 14, 1895. There were 
two trains a day in each direction: the southbound trains arrived at 3:45 PM 
(mixed second class) and 11:27 PM (Passenger First Class); Northbound 
trains stopped at 4:13 AM (Passenger First Class) and 8:40 AM (mixed second 
class). 

There is no record of the Marinette men ever settling in the area. In 1897, a 
Marinette business partner of Merryman's, Herbert Hamilton, obtained a half
section ofland southwest of today's 59th & Northern Avenues, and built a 
house on it the same year. It is now known as Manistee Ranch, so named by 
its second owner who hailed from Manistee, Michigan. 

In 1903, Hamilton moved to California - perhaps to reconnect with his friend 
Andrew Merryman. Rather than coming to Arizona, Merryman invested in 
California orange groves, and got several of his Marinette associates to do the 
same. At one point, they owned 5,000 acres. The Marinette newspaper 



reported that a big event each year was the arrival of a boxcar of fresh oranges 
from California. 

R. P. Davie never lived in Wisconsin, and can't be given credit for naming 
Marinette. He is an interesting character, selling stock in at least two mining 
companies, plus owning a land & water company, olive company, and 
extensive land holdings. One of them consisted of 10,000 acres down near 
Gila Bend. 

Davie also invested in Florida land in the early 1900s - how he learned of that 
opportunity would be interesting to learn! He founded the town of Zona, 
Florida, which became popular with workers returning from working on the 
Panama Canal. A few years later, the townspeople renamed their city "Davie' 
in R.P.'s honor. It still there today and is a city of 80,000. 

Davie bought up tracts and accumulated enough land to plat the Orchard 
Town of Marinette in 1912. The central section - Thunderbird to Alabama, 
103rd to 107th - was divided up into 25-foot lots. I'd estimate there are 2400 
lots in that small area. 

The lots didn't sell, and Davie reverted to agriculture. The story of his 
growing sugar beets and losing his shirt may be true. Regardless, he sold his 
Marinette-area holdings in 1920 to the Southwest Cotton Company. 

One other correction to our story of the area. Goodyear decided to get out of 
the cotton business in the mid 1930s, and leased their Marinette and North 
Santa Fe holdings to the Boswells. I believe the Boswells also took over 
running all the cotton gins for Goodyear, including those in Litchfield and 
Goodyear. It wasn't until about 1943 that the Boswells bought the acreage 
from Goodyear. 

That's the story as I've unraveled it to date. How the Marinette men learned 
about the Arizona land is unknown. We do know that various land and water 
companies published attractive brochures to send to prospective investors in 
the Midwest and east, and maybe that's how they learned. The area between 
the New and Agua Fria Rivers, however, was not part of a land & water 
company to my knowledge - which may explain the need for wells to irrigate 
that acreage. 



William Beardsley headed the Agua Fria Water and Land Company, but the 
area covered by his company lay a mile to the west of Marinette. Similarly, the 
Arizona Improvement Company - an outgrowth of the Arizona Canal project -
covered land east of the New River. That canal ended at Skunk Creek just east 
of its confluence with the New River at about 75th Ave., a few blocks south of 
Bell Rd. 

Another interesting element is the 900-acre Heading Ranch that Webb bought 
from the Boswells along with the 8,100 (not 10,000) Marinette Ranch. 
Apparently, the Boswells had 10 or 12 wells drilled on the northern property, 
and dug a ditch to bring water down to laterals serving the Marinette Ranch 
cotton fields. That was known as the Marinette Canal, which we have a photo 
of in our Marinette exhibit. 

I'll keep you posted on the "rest of the story" as I learn it. So much to discover, 5rme ... 
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DEDICATION OF MARINETTE MEMORIAL 

THE QUESTORS HAVE ASKED ME TO OUTLINE THE HISTORY OF MARI

NETTE AND l AM HANORED TO DO SO. MARINETTE WAS A "COMPANY TOWN" 

THAT WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE SOUTHWEST COTTON COMPANY - A SUB

S ID I ERY OF THE GOODYEAR TI RE COMPANY. THEY CAME HERE DUR I NG 

.WORLD WAR ONE TO GROW THE COTTON NEEDED FOR THEIR TI RES. THEY 

FARMED THOUSANDS OF ACRES IN THE VALLEY AND IN TH IS AREA THEY 

SET UP THEIR OPERATIONS RIGHT HERE. WHERE WE NOW STAND WAS 

THE GENERAL STORE AND THE POST OFFICE, 

WEST OF ~ WERE TWO SMALL SCHOOL BU I LD I NGS ABOUT WHERE 

THE KI NG' S INN NOW STANDS THAT TAUGHT PR I MARY GRADES ONLY -

AFTER THAT CH I LOREN HAD TO GO TO PEORIA. AT ABOUT WHERE 111 TH 

AVENUE JOINS GRAND AVENUE THERE WAS A "BOARDING HOUSE" AND NEAR 

OAKMONT WERE COMPANY HOUSES FOR ABOUT 500 WORKERS, ANOTHER 

500 SEASONAL WORKERS LIVED IN TENTS DURING THE PICKING SEASON, 

EAST OF THE GENERAL STORE WAS A POOL HALL, A BARBERSHOP, 

AND A LUNCH ROOM, WHERE THE SUN VALLEY LODGE NOW STANDS WERE 

TWO COTTON GI NS. To THE SOUTH OF OAKMONT AT ONE TI ME WAS A 

YARD FOR 500 MULES AND A BLACKSMITH SHOP, 
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THE GENERAL STORE WAS MANAGED BY MERCHANTS WHO WERE ALSO 

APPOINTED AS POSTMASTERS FOR THE UNINCORPORATED TOWN, THIS 

GENERAL STORE WAS THE CENTER OF THE TOWN IN EVERY SENSE, IT 

WAS A TWO-STORY BUILDING AND EVERY ITEM NECESSARY FOR DAILY 

LIV I NG WAS SOLD THERE. [VERONE CAME THERE TO GET THEIR MA IL 

~ AND DO THEIR SHOPPING, AS WELL AS TO GET THE LATEST NEWS ABOUT 

THEIR NEIGHBORS, 

EDWARD HALSEY WAS THE FIRST RECORDED POSTMASTER HAVING 

BEEN APPOINTED IN 1912. HE PROBABLY BU IL T THE GENERAL STORE. 

OSWALD MONREAL BECAME THE PROPRIETOR IN 1930 AND HIS WIFE !SABEL 

WAS APPOINTED POSTMASTER, THEIR DAUGHTER - AMANDA MONREAL DURANT 

- IS HERE TODAY, SHE REMEMBERS PLAYING IN THE YARD OF THE STORE 

AS A L I TTL E G !feL • I F YOU WANT DE TA I LS OF LI FE I N THAT S I MP LE R 

BUT HAPPIER TIME, YOU MUST ASK HER, 

IN 1957 THE POSTOFF I CE WAS MOVED TO YOUNGTOWN AND THE DE

CLINE OF MAR I NETTE BEGAN. IN 19 51 THE J G. BOSWELL COMPANY 

HAD PURCHASED MUCH OF THE LAND AND MACHINERY REPLACED THE MULES 

AND HAND-PI CKE RS. IN 1959 THE DEL E, WEBB COMPANY PURCHASED 

THE FIRST 1000 ACRES FOR A REPORTED $22,000 AND CHANGED THE 

FACE OF THIS SLEEPY LITTLE COTTON-GROWING CENTER TO THE BUSTLING 

ACTIVE HOME OF THE GREATEST RETIREMENT CENTER IN THE WORLD 

(OPINION OF THE AUTHOR), 
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ARIZONA IS INDEED FORTUNATE TO HAVE SUCH A DEDICATED GROUP 

AS THE 0UESTERS TO SEARCH OUT AND MARK THE INTERESTING AND IN

FORMATIVE FOUNDATIONS OF OUR EXISTENCE. THIS MARKER IS ONE 

OF MANY EXAMPLES OF THE CONCERN OF TH IS ORGANIZATION FOR OUR 

HERITAGE. I AM AWARE THAT I AM TALK I NG TO A GROUP OF ALREADY 

CONVERTED "QUESTERS" SO I SHALL SAY NO MORE EXCEPT THAT AS A 

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COMMUNITY I THANK YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION 

· AND I HOPE THAT ALL OF YOU LIVE AS LONG AS THIS MARKER. 

COLONEL PAUL M. MORRILL 

FRIDAY - OCTOBER 18TH 1985 



( lOC NEWS-SUN) ( Tuesday February l , 1977 ) 

Duppa stage stopover , once located on Agua Fria Ri ver duplicated at Pioneer Arizona liv ing museum. 
hank south of what is now Grand Avenue, has been 

Stage coach operator 
pioneered Sun City site 

Bv historical record, the 
first resident and the man 
\\'ho might have claimed 
tillc as founder of Sun City 
\\'as Brian P.D. "Darrell" 
Duppa, a hard-drinking 
pioneer Arizonan whose 
homesite and old stage 
s tation the modern 
community now effaces. 

Duppa, · who named 
Phoenix, convincing the 
C'arl y citizens that 
Pu m pkin v ille lacked 
sophistication, established 
his stage station in 1871 on 
the banks of the Agua Fria 
Hiver, south of the modern , 
Phoe!)iX-\y'ickenburg high-
way .: ··: · . _ ., .· ._ 

The lqcation w·as subject 
not 011)y to · hef!,f, ·., wi~d,'· 
dustJ ·a9g w~ter shor!~ges. 
commqp,;','to .: ~he .are~,-·but ,. 
also t0-·ur1friendly.'yis1ts:by; 
the lo~aF'KP.·ache and,P.im~. · 
Indians.-,.:;- \ :,,, .· ·. :. : 

AS · A '\sfo'pover : for . 
passengers·,'.i t 6'ff~r ed few 
comforts...:....a_ bl a'nket to 
sleep _on . t~e dirt. floor, ·a ., 
menu consisting chiefly of 
whiskey and beans, and . 
perhaps a caution from ' 
Duppa· .agair:is('.. scorpion~ 
and other nightcr·awler s. 

An exact· reconstruction 
of the stage station Duppa 
operated has been built·at 

Pioneer Arizona , a li v ing 
histor y museum 12 mi les 
north of Bell Rd. on 1-17. 

The station stands 
al!long the 25 authentically 
reconstructed buildings al 
the museum as a 
testimony to the spirit 
which built the stale. 

DONATI ONS lo support 
the museum can be made 
to Mr s. Ruth Fitzpatrick, . 
10637 Snead Dr. , who is 
heading the Sun C'ily 
membership drive. 

On Duppa 's character , 
Capt. J.G. Bourke, an 
early chronicler of the 
southwest, wr ites: 

"Duppa was credited 
with being the wild, 
harem-scarum son of an 
English . family of 
respectabili ty . . . born in 
Marseilles ... Rumor had 
it that Duppa spoke sever
al languages ... that he 
understood the classics, 
and that when sober, he · 
used faultless English. " i 
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/ orchard of deciduoug fruiL~ in the Valley. 

MARINETTE 

A New District Tributary 
to Glendale 

The Marinette Distr ict is tributary to 
the Glendale District, and is about nine 
mile!i"northwest. About 10,000 acres of 
choice land are being brought into culti
vation in this d istrict, and will add to 
the business of Glendale. 

The Marinette lands will be ir rigat
ed from three sources ; the s urplus water 
from the Arizona canal; the Agua Fria 
River and wells on the land. ThP. 
:;yphon for carrying the surplus from the 
Arizona cana l has already been built 
over Skunk Creek. The headgates in 
the Agua Fria river have been installed 
at a cost of $25,000, nine wells are now 
in and delivering water and nine more 
have been contracted for . 

The land in this district which will be 

Developemenl work in the Marinette 
district is being done by Montgomery 
und Schrader who will operate most of 
the three thousand acres which they will 
put into cultivation thil, 'se.uwn. The 
table varies from ao lo 80 feet, and as 
the power for operating the pumps is 
obtained from electricity developed from 
the Roosevelt irrigation project and 
transmitted by means of power lines, the 
cost of pumping water will be relatively 
low as a large amount of waler for irri
gation will be obtained from gravity 
water. T his will be unquestionably the 
most attractive development proposition 
in the state. 

It is noteworthy that more than one

tenth of the land developed this year 
will be put into alfalfa. In this con
nection it might be men tioned that the 
soil of this section wa:- recently examined 
by a soil chemist who stated that "if the 
soil had been prepared in a labrotory it 
could not have been made more idea,iy 
adapted for a lflafa, except for the lack 
of nitrogen." On the 350 acre tract 
which will be put into a lfalfa the experi
ment will be tried of innoculating the 
soil with a special bacteria, which it is 
b elieved will result in causing the plants 
to gath er more nitrogen from t he air and 
a consequently heavier growth. 

--o--

GL !;NDALE NEWS une 29 .J . ··n '. I ' 
1920 , 

'Marinette Store 
/ Rc/bbed of Silk 

Displ:1ying a nifty t:1ste 111 the !;C-

11:ct ion of si lk :,;hirts, s,m1I.' 1 h ic:f or . 
thi1•\'Cs 11onduy ni)!ht urott c into the 
lllt:rl'hondi!'e storl! of Chnrics K. 
Pisho11, at :\larinclt-.!, anJ l'lll"l'il:<l vf1 . 
mcrchandi~e 'valued at more than : 

. $1000. No effort apparently was : 
: made to crack the safe in wh ich there 
was u cons'idcrablc sum of money. 

Si lk shirts seemecl to l>c the main '. 
article of wearinK apparel ~oug-ht hf 

-t he burg-Jar, a number of thi:~c being ; 
taken, t ogether wi!h bolts of silk 
drc:::s goods, :,ilk hoi:-e, shoes, watches, · 
chPap Jewelry and like urticlc·s. 

The rohl.Jery was reported to the 
i sheriff's office but at t he time this 

was written no clue to the robbers · 
hud bct·n obtain ed. / 

- - -o---

/ 
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Marker installed to commemorate Marinette 
By HELEN ALLEN 

Staff Writer 
The former community of Mar

inette, where Sun City's Phase I 
is now situated, was recognized 
by the Arizona State Questers 
Friday with the dedication of a 
historical marker. 

Questers is a national organi
zation which encourages the 
preservation of historical land

•marks. 
' A plaque, designating the lo
cation of Marinette, was in
st(llled by the Arizona Questers 
in 'a landscaped area of the Cen
tury Bank parking lot at 105th 
and Grand avenues at the urging 
of Sun City's Marinette Chapter. 

The actual date the unicorpor
ated community came into being 
is lost in historv , but it is known 
that a Post Office was opened in 
Marinette in 1912. 

According ~ research materi
al provided by the Questers, the 
townsite was platted by R.P. 
Davie and named: after his home 
town, Marinette, Wis. 

Davie, who had purchased and 
leased land between New River 
and the Agua Fria for farming, 
was then following an example 
already set by the founders of 
near-by Peoria. ~farinette, built 
alongside the old Vulture Road 
(now Grand Avenue), soon con
sisted of a store. a boarding 
house and a few homes. 

The 54-mile long Vulture 
Road, linking a newly founded 
Phoenix with gold mines in 
Wicker.burg, was "blazed" by 
Henry Wickenburg in 1867. The 
original purpose of the road was 
to haul food and forage suppl ies 
from farms developing in Phoe
nix to mine workers in Wicken-

burg. 
Davie eventually suffered a 

financial setback and sold his 
holds in 1920 to Southwest Cot
ton Co., a subsidiary of Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Co. Marinette 
then became a company town, 
administered by the Goodyear 
firm from its offices in Litchfield 
Park. 

Goodyear began its farming 
operation in the West Valley in 
1916 when German submarines 
cut off Egyptian supplies of long 
staple cotton used in manufac
turing tires. 

By 1927, Marinette had about 
500 permanent residents, most of 
whom were living in company 
owned houses. 

The town was located on the 
:;outh :;ide of Grand Avenue. be
tween 99th and 107th avenues. 
In the center of the community 

was a two-story building which 
housed a general store and post 
office. 

Nearby were two primary 
school houses, a pool hall, a 
barber shop, a lunch room, Ariz
ona Public Service Co. well 
pumps, two cotton gins and a 
blacksmith shop. 

Marinette Ranch was again 
sold in 1936 to t,he J.G. Boswell 
Co., also of Litcl\field Park. The 
population of Marinette began to 
dwindle as farm .machines re
placed field workeri\ 

The Marinette Post Office was 
moved to Youngtown in 1956. 

Four years later, the Del E. 
Webb Co. purchased 1,000 acres 
of the Marinette Ranch for the 
start of Sun City. 

All that remained of Mari
nette by 1960 was a sign on the ~ 
Santa Fe Railroad right of way. t},t 

\ 
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': ·-. 
Paul Morrill, past president of the Sun City Art Museum, speaks at 
dedication ceremonies Friday of a marker at the site of the former 

. . .. . .. 
town of Marinette. The marker is located at Century Bank, 105th 
and Grand Ave. ( News-Sun photo by Stephen Cherne kl 
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Old trails followed routes distant from today's 

JAMES E. 
COOK 
Republic 
Columnist 

A n old road was always looking for 
a better way, an object lesson for 
people afraid of trying something"• 

different. 
Wanting to know where old roads went 

is a particular obsession of some amateur 
historians, and the search frequently is 
humbling. As soon as we decide where a 
road went, someone finds a map that 
shows another route in another year. 
Fellow map junkies thought a September 
column about the Vulture Road, prede
cessor to Grand A venue, did not go far 
enough in explaining early routes through 
the Salt River Valley. 

Road missed Phoenix 
During the 1860s and 1870s, when the 

Vulture Road evolved between Phoenix 
and Wickenburg, the more important 
road from Tucson to Prescott missed 
Phoenix, passing well to the west of the 
young farming town. 

Phoenix was an unlikely candidate for 
becoming Arizona's biggest city. It 
started later than some other Arizona 
towns, had no transcontinental railroad 
until 1926 and little mineral wealth. 
Phoenix became the territorial capital in 

1889 and has been accumulating wealth 
and population ever since. 

When Prescott and Tucson still were 
swapping the territorial capital back and 
forth, the road between them followed the 
historic Gila Trail north to Maricopa 
Wells. That vanished place, south of 
South Mountain, was a vital station on 
the old transcontinental stagecoach route, 
which turned west there toward Gila 
Bend and Yuma. 

The road to ·Prescott diverged at 
Maricopa Wells and came north between 
South Mountain and the Estrellas, where 
St. John's Missi_on is today. It passed 
what are now Laveen and Greater 
Cashion. 

The road continued through pres
ent-day Wittmann, where the upstart 
Vulture Road joined it. 

As Phoenix grew, it attracted roads 
around the other end of South Mountain 
from Maricopa Wells and from Florence. 
During the next 100 years, the Tucson· 
Phoenix routes were replaced by Inter
state 10 and U.S. 89. 

If you want to read more detailed 
yarns of those old roads, you'll find them 

in Charles D. Lauer's two recent books of 
frontier lore, Tales of Arizona Territory 
and Old West Adventures in Arizona 
(Golden West B~ks, $5 each). 

Track of the Vulture 
An 1887 map, provided by the 

Glendale Historical Society, tells how the 
Vulture Road left Phoenix in that year. 

At Seventh A venue and the Grand 
Canal, just below Camelback, two stage
coach routes split. The Black Canyon 
Road (eventually · Interstate 17 and 
Arizona 69) continued north, bending 
west to skirt the Phoenix Mountains. 

The Vulture Road angled northwest. 
At this point, it was about three miles east 
of Grand Avenue, which would open in 
1888. 

The Vulture Road crossed the· future 
route of 35th Avenue between Glendale 
Avenue and Bethany Home Road. It 
passed through the site of Glendale 
Community College, 59th Avenue and 
Olive, at this point less than two miles 

·east of Grand. The roads converged just 
beyond Peoria. 

Lauer devotes a chapter to that road in 

Tales of Arizona Territory. He calls it the 
:Wickenburg Stage Road, as accurate a 
description as Vulture Road. 

A succession of companies provided 
stage service between Phoenix and Pres• 
cott, some going by way of Wickenburg 
and some by way of Black Canyon. 

Travelers had a choice 
In 1893, the Phoenix & Prescott Stage 

Line gave travelers a choice, according to 
a newspaper advertisement. For $12.50, 
they could travel the Black Canyon Road, 
reaching Prescott 26 hours after leaving 
Phoenix. 

For $15, they could go by way of 
Vulture, Wickenburg and Congress, arriv• 
ing in Prescott 34 hours after leaving 
Phoenix. · 

Incidentally, there were ads in that 
edition. of The Arizona Republican for six 
other stage lines, which took people to 
some places the railroads did not yet go, 
and some places they did: Mesa, Tempe, • 
Globe, Fort Thomas, Solomonville, Casa 
Grande, Florence and the new White 
Hills mining district northwest of King
man. 
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.MISPLACED PHOTO - When Sun City celebrated 
its 25th anniversary in 1985, this photo token py J;R. 
Kring was misplaced and never appeared in the 
News-Sun anniversary edition. It shows the 1920 
flood in front of the Marinette Store where young 
Kring sold groceries . The general store, owned by 
three Phoenicians, was located in the area now the 
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· parking lot north of Boswell Memorial Hospital where 
105th Avenue would hove crossed Grand Avenue. A 
second store was built on the south side of Grand 
Avenue, and is now marked by a plaque put up in a 
bank parking lot by the Questers. Kring lived in 
northern Arizona and the Verde Volley before mov
ing lo Sun City 12 years ago. (J. R. K!ing photo) 
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Would-be towns suffered 
~ ...... p 

W
:-· alking in to t he Sun

t.owner Coffee Shop in 
; Sun City for a breakfast 
il,c-eting, 1 was startled to see the 
Oa me of the b;inquet room: 
• "Marinet te Room." 
: I remembered t.he settlement of 
'1arinette but didn' t expect it to be 
Q1emorializcd. 
• A pamphlet beside the Sun-

James 
E.Cook 
Republic 
Columnist 

founding, but it obtained a post 
office in 1912. 

Davie lost his shirt in 1918, when 
he planted heavily in sugar beets. 
In 1920, he had to sell his holdings 
to Southwest Cotton Co., a subsid
iary of Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Co. Goodyear had come to Arizona 

· in 1916 to grow cotton for tire 
cords. 

~

• W1'er's cash register addresses the 
uestion: "Whatever became of 
a rinette, Arizona?": · the- Agua Fria. He developed deep 

~ Let's combine that with docu- irrigation wells and platted a town-

In 1936, Marinet te Ranch was 
sold to the J .G. Boswell Co. 

As machines replaced men in the 
fields, the population of the town 
dwindled. By 1960, there wasn't 
much there .except a sign on the 
Santa Fe siding. 

1nents sent by readers end deal site. · 
~ith a broader question: Whatever Following the lead of farmers in 
l).ccame of Arizona? ,· : nearby Peoria, who had come from 
~ The pamphlet starts with Henry Illinois, he decided to name . the 
~ickenburg's discovery qt:..the Vul--- town for his home city. 
Q.Jre Mine in 1863; The Vulture "The inen in charge of the 
Q,oad, which connected the town of destinies ·of Marinette are master 
Jlickenburg and : the · farms ·. that craftsmen · when it · comes to the 
qecame Phoenix, was the root of making of prosperous communi
Jday's Grand Avenue. ·· • ties/' :Davie,wrote. •~we know how. 
· ~ The Sahta Fe, Prescott & Phoe- to take good soil, good ,water rights 
· 4ix .Railroad was built through the and good _climate; get ·g~ people 
tgion in 1893. Much of the area : there:, get the people -united and 
fas promoted as farmland, : . ·. , busy._ ., . · . ; - . • 
: R.~. Davie of Marinette, . Wis.;1 

- N~ithe_r ;:.~ .!:.' pam~~l~t; ~or the 
acquired thousands of acres m the . 1960 edition:· of 4r1zona Place 
1elta between the New River and Names,gives a date for ·the town's ! 

But in 1959, Del Webb bought 
some of the property from Boswell. 
Sun City opened in 1960, · about · 
where Marinette used to be. 

• • • • 

D.E. Burton of Phoenix gave·me 
an intriguing book that .. shows .. · 
Marinette's · population ·•as' ·576 
sometime in the 1930s.; · . • 

Bob Tshudy of Scottsdale· and, : 

·' ~ .. ,. ~--.~~ ---~~-~ l --~~;. -~:~-~----- . 

:undignified endS 
George Blanco of Globe sent maps 
that reveal the &hape of Arir.ona .in 
earlier days. 

Burton's tattered ·book · is the 
Arizcna Catholic .Direct,ory . . The 

· 1atest date in the text is 1935, and 
I'd.guess the book was published at 
least 50 years ago. 

The directory lists many towns I 
never heard of. 

One is Plenty, about 10 miles 
southwest of Concho. It had its own 
post office and 35 residents, accord
ing to the Catholic registry; 

To play this game, I spread out 
Burton's book, . the maps from 
Tshudy and Blanco, the current 
state highway . map and three or 

· ~our reference ~ks. ·. . · · · 
Aha! Plenty was where Floy now 

appears as e tiny square, a "site or 
settlement" according to the legend 
on the modern ·road map. 

Arizcna Place Names says it was 
named Floy for Floy Greer, one of 
the girls of the village. But the post 
office was frequently confused with 

that of Eloy, half a state away, so 
the name was changed to Plenty. 

Plenty hasn't had a post ·'<?ffice 
since 1937; but the place called Floy 
is still on the map. · . 
. You ,~y tha\~ .. this is all'"very 
mterestmg, but ''you don't ' know 
where Concho is? ., 

It's in Apache County, in the 
triangle between Show Low, Hol
brook and St. Johns. It is literally a 
crossroads. 

Mexicans who settled there in 
the 1860s named it Concho., A few 
years later, Mormon settlers-called 
their 'village Erastus, after church 
leader Erastus Snow. ·· -~. · 
' The post office was established as 

· Erastus in ·1881 but changed to 
· Concho in 1890. 

••• • • 
Blanco sent the 1914 edition of 

Clason's Guide Ma p of Arizona. 
It also shows many places I never 

heard of. 
In horseback days, communities 

tended to be t iny but numerous. 

Settlers lived on the land. 
; Stagecoach stops had to be f aitly 

close together .. to 'provide'. wateP, 
feed andi fresh horses. ; Many m 
them spawned hamlets. 1 , . ,:,; 

As automobiles became . more 
common, · people congregated in 
fewer, larger towns. Many settle! 
ments were abandoned. · · :,m 

The 1914 road map shows th~t 
many of toda y's major highways did 
not exist then, even in crude form. 

But the old Black Canyon Roa~ 
was-ran important route between 
Phoenix and northern Arizona. · :; ;: 

Tshudy sent a_ topy of the .19.a~ 
Arizona -: road map, published 
within my lifetime. Several modern 
highways (not counting interstates) 
are on that map. · .. ; , . · -

It is surprising how many of 
them remained unpaved in 193~, 
U.S. 93 from Phoenix to Kingma,n 
did not yet exist; there was a 
network of rambling dirt roads, but 
that would not have been the smart 
way to travel. 
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Years, area bring 
Sun Citi'an full circle 

J.E. KRING 

By P. ATWOOD WILLIAMS 
Staff Writer 

Sun Citian Jim Kring has 
come full circle. 

Sixty-five years ago he sold 
groceries in The Marinette 
Store, a two-story building now 
buried under one of Boswell 
Hospital's parking lots. 

It was on the north siae of 
the tracks where J0'5th A venue 
would have crossed Grand Ave
nue, had it been cut through at 
that time. 

HIS COUSIN, C.L. Sparks, 
from the Corpus Christi area of 
Texas, had found a job with the 
people who operated the mer-

-From A9 
To the left of the store was a 

pool ha ll, where a barber had 
his chair. The re were gas 
pumps in front. 

C.L. had moved his family 
into the upsta irs apartment 
when he got the job managing 
the store. ~, 

"I HAD ta-ken my baby 
daughter home to meet my 
folks and when I came back to 
Arizona we were living up
stairs over the store," said 
Sparks' wife, the former Ethel 
Barnes, now of Glendale. 

"We had a terrible time 
moving her piano up the stairs 
with its 90-degree turn and 
into that apartment," recalls 
Kring with a laugh. 

Mrs. Sparks, who had lived 
. in Litchfield as a bride, recalls 
· that laundry was done behind 
· the Marinette store. Water was 
. heated outdoors in tubs and 
! clothes were line-dried. There 

was never a shortage of water 
as there was a pumping station 
nearby and block ice was used 
to keep food cold. 

"The men played card games 
downstairs at night, sometimes 
all night," she remembered. 

THE SPARKS family had a 
garden and also raised 
produce. In the 1930s, her fath

. er and brother, Jack, rented 
: land near the store's site -a-nd 

cantile store for the cotton com
pany in Litchfield. Sparks was 
transferred to their Marinette 
store. 

In 1920 pickers were getting 
4 cents a pound for cotton and 
they shopped for Arbuckle Cof
fee-ground fresh in the 
store- green beans in bulk and 
Silver Leaf lard. 

"C.L. could · really speak 
Spanish well , and I learned 
enough to understand what 
their shopping needs were," 
said Kring in an interview. 

Kring remembers the winter 
of 1920, when he first went to 
work there-there was snow on 
the Bradshaw Mountains all 
winter. 

WHEN HE arrived by 
stage, the Agua Fria River 
bridge had been partially tak
en out by flooding. Kring had 
to take his luggage a nd walk 
across the bridge, where he 
was met by another stage. 

The Marinette Store had a 
large main room with counters. 
It contained a postal station 
and housed drygoods, ready
made clothes and groceries. 
Kring picked up meat in Litch
field and carried it in a 1920 
Hudson to the Marinette store. 

• Years, AIO 

Percy, managed the Boswell 
Farms in Marinette. 

C.L. and Ethel Sparks 
moved to Glendale where C.L. 
')1/as in the retai I grocery busi
ness. 

He developed handbills in 
Spanish which Ethel and her 
daughter, Ruth, delivered to 
the sometimes muddy cotton 
camps north of Grand Ave
nue- where Sun City now i~. 

Sparks later went on to be
come county assessor and coun
cilman, dying in 1976 at age 
82. 

"I REMEMBER as a teen
ager, getting on the t_rain in 
Glendale and stopping at Mari
nette to visit members of the 
family," said Ruth Sparks 
Byrne, also of Glendale. "It 
cost 15 cents for the train, 
which stopped at Peoria and 
Marinette. The conductor used 
to complain about the cost of 
stopping the train." 

Then she walked to her 
grandmother's and stay ed 
overnight with that family at 
the Southwest Cotton Co. 

The cotton firm was sold in 
1919 to Goodyear farms and 
later to Boswell Farms. 

The Marinette Store, owned 
by three Phoenicians, was 
abandoned when cotton 
dropped from $1 to 19 cents a 
pound in the early 1920s. 
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IT STOOD as·a derelict for 

many years: Mrs. Byrne re• 
members passing it on her way 
to Prescott in the late 1920s. 

Kring lived in Northern 
Arizona on the Navajo Indian 
Reservation at Page Springs, 
retiring to Phoenix. He moved 
to the Verde Valley. .. 4 

However, when he and his 
wife were in poor health in 
1976, they moved to Sun_ -~it:y 

and now live only a few miles 
from Kring's original job site, 
The Marinette Store. · 

A group of Questers, a state
wide organization interested in 
preservation and restoration of 
old relics, artifacts and an
tiques, has announced plans to 

~ put up a marker this fall at the 

site of the second store, on the 
south side of Grand Avenue 
where Century Bank is. 
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She's lived here 
all~ her life? 
1rnpossible! 

By SUE MEULENDYK 
Staff Writer 

Many long-time Arizona res
idents resent the development 
of agricultural land into hous
ing developments. 

However, one person in par
, ticular sees the rise of Sun City 

from cotton fields as a boon for 
the northwest area. 

Amanda Monreal Durand 
1 grew up in Marinette, a small 
) community in the midst of 11,
;, 000 acres of cotton. 

AND SHE saw that land 
change as it became the na
tion's first active retirement 

/· center. 
; "I was worried at first be
) cause I wondered what would 
'{ happen to the fieldworkers," 
·: she said. 
'( Brit the workers, mostly 
·::·:_:__ Mexican or of Mexican descent, 

took the initiative to improve 
:(·· their lot. 
-~~- They started their own land-

,_ 
I 

scaping maintenance services 
and other businesses, learned 
construction trades and took 
up house-cleaning for $12 an 
hour with a four-hour mini-

mum, 
"I COULD see progress. I 

wasn't going to feel badly. The 
first time we ran into this was 
in 1961," she said. 

Mrs. Durand told a story of 
one man who had a job pouring 
cement for Del E. Webb Devel
opment Co.(Devco). 

He finished work for Devco 
at 3 p.m. and .after work would 
use his new skill to extend 
residents' patios. He told 
friends he never went home (to 
El Mirage) with less than $50 
in his pocket. 

"Now ask me, am I sorry to 
see the farming go? Sun City is 
like a big job market." 

BEFORE THE advent of 
Sun City, the cotton fields pro
vided jobs for hundreds of field 
workers, many from Mexico. 

"Eleven thousand acres of 
cotton takes a lot of hand pow
er," she said, and the cotton 
was picked by hand until 1951. 
"It took forever to pick." 

As a child, Mrs. Durand 
weighed cotton in the company 
store her father operated and 

o vE.F2 •She's,A8 

Ethel Sparks, left, and her daughter, Ruth Sparks Byrne, 
remember the early days of life in Marinette and the 
surrounding desert. (Story, A9) 
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.· *-She's liv11td in Sun City all her life? 
-FromA6 
where her mother worked as 
postmaster. . 

Workers harvested cotton 
from July to April and brought 
in their day's pick to be 
weighed. They were given re
ceipts that entitled · them to 
their pay, most spent at the 
store. 

THOUGH MANY workers 
returned to Mexico from April 
to September, there never was 
a slow season, she said. Be
tween harvests, there were 
fields to be cultivated and irri
gated. 

As workers returned, they 
often brought brothers, uncles, 
wives;and children. 

"That's how the Phoenix 
area grew," she said. 

Tent cities sprang up around 
the wells and from the wells 
the small communities took 
their names: El Norte (north of 
Grand A venue), El Verde, Las 
Botas (the boots), Sal Si Puedes 
(come out if you can), Holly
wood (where a number of pret
ty girls lived) or Las Peochas, 
named for the chinaberry trees 
nearby. 

DESPITE THE sun-up_ to 

sun-down hours, Mrs. Durand 
said the workers found ample 
time and energy to celebrate 
several times a week-birth
days, saints' days, baptisms, 
weddings. 

"They were a joyous people," 
she said. "At the drop of a hat 
you'd have a party." 

The few houses in the vicini
ty of 105th Avenue and what 
was to be Coggins Drive, she 
said, were wooden structures 
well spaced because of the dan
ger of fire spreading. 

There was a house built of 
rocks in the vicinity of 105th 

Avenue near what now is 
North Golf Course. 

Grand Avenue, or the Wick
enburg Highway, formed a nat
ural divider even then, since it 
was raised far above grade lev
el to prevent flooding. 

LIKE other people she men
tions, Mrs. Durand, of Italian 
descent, expanded her horizons 
beyond the cotton fields and 
tent cities of Marinette. 

"One day I grew up and 
went to work for J.G. Boswell 
Co. in Litchfield Park," Mrs. 
Durand said, adding her work-

ing was over her fat~ r's pro
tests. 

Through reading and ;work
ing for several local companies, 
she became an agricultural 
specialist. 

Later, however, she went to 
Glendale Community College 
and Lamson Business College. 

MRS. DURAND now lives 
in Sun City, where she sells 
real estate. 

"People ask me how long 
I've lived in Sun City. I tell 
them, 'All my life,' and they 
say 'That's impossible.' " 



UAlLY N~WS=SUN , Jan . 24 , 1980 

• '13. ~; . 
1 

., . ·' -... . . . . ,. . • . :- .rS . ·, ·_ e ... -,~::: 
~ •: , J 111,--t , • .,. ,:; 1-f,..,:1•~ "1>:l • ~ ~ ~J?,ft.f',.._-:0 .... , 1 ~~- .,. ~ .. , ~, ..... .... , . , . . ,., , '(" .. ., ., 1 ; ~ 

.·. ·: .: :\~.\t .,; }-tfi:~itctumh100 
: :\,Vh~~eJ:;g~;@ity ~ew-··• . 

. ~L~ng .--'..·~~-!;~~~- ~~r -.-·_som~.:~r.~_~Jf~g · pipes e?o~~ake, Mlcht~an·s 

. We_bb ·:garnbled • on ~ protrudlftg1ro~ aban- Green Bay. · . 
ret1remept co,mmum- doned - wells, some Like . so many Wis-., 
ty . between the A_gua ·. brui~ed bits of con- consin towns, Mari-
Fria · anq New . River crete and rock which nette was named from 
channel~, .. other men may · have been foun- Indian legend-a Men-.. 

. -had ·gam~le~ on crops . dations. of the -general ominee princess. Per- . 

. here--:sometlmes win- · store or the supervi- · haps this was a charm .. 
ning, sometimes los- • .sors' · houses . or other to R.P:· Davie, who.; 
ing. · structures from the bought and leased·,; 
Long before Lawr- "hub"' of Marinette, ' acreage -between the' i· 

ence Welk performed between 105th and Agua Fria and Ne~10• 
in the Sun Bowl, fine 100th, between Grand River on either side of,c 

· orchestras played in a and Coggins.. the .Vulture Road-the;°c 
~rand hotel ballroom • What happened in • "grand avenue" · be-,,! 
rn pre-Depression those last few years to tween. Phoe_nix and '. 
days-but the hotel the agricultural com- Wickenburg and the_; 
burned down. mtinity that ·proclai,!llS ·prol?pering Vulture , 
Long before bubblers · its.elf wip~ _its .. own Mine. b~yonq. . ,r 

and . sprinkle.rs · spanking new post of- This ·land differed ,, 
greened the . golf fice in 1912 is a memo- from the Peoria devel- ;· 
co_u·rses , ·: the rivers · ry to former Mari- opm_ent however,. in ; 

·· here ran ::with water nette residents who that there were no.:r 
nearly • all ·-: year and. · scattered, to Glendale, modern. canals ex-•,i 
mules ,wer~-hitched to.·· Lit_chfiel_d Pa_rk, El tending-out here from !· 
walk in slow circles so · Mirage and beoyond. . the east, · .,:.· . .., 
wells .. could . be · · Marinette started out · So·Davie hired~ ~on- ;; 
oug-:-many.r of them_ as a copy-cat to near- tractor with 200.mules.; 
still g1;1rgle · µp· . cl.ear by Peoria, · much · like . to -clear : the entire•i: 
water: ···~ .. •· i . •· '· ,:· ' '. Sun City began with· ! area :between-99th andJ; 
Long.befoi:e·~anta:F.r f --Jh.e,;._!i~~e ,~9n~~Pt as_,-.~. lll.t.lL ~venues of the,0 

trains ~~-shrieked'. : ·cau~:~_~·Youngtonw: _., ·. ' .... ;.,. ·. me~4ite. and sage- ,, 
tiously , past:: Uas.liing\/'',; His tory:.~r.epe a ts~ i t-f 1'\.bru.s)l; ~g · drlll~d, 10, r, 
bouley ard.· signal~/ : ~0-~*~: self ::Bµt ~ rie~er::' exac;~~~•f f "7~l!~\by .. m.ule-power.I lO\ 
co motives · ·stopped· · ly. · u · : ·· • - · · .. ,:"::, ;\ Ii:i~.191-2,-~Martnette,r•: 
here to take on water · The : same year that ~ Arizona,· becam~; of!J.- ,-, 
from Jhe land~ar~- . Wickenburg was offi- .. : •. cial. .. . ::: 
t ank- people_. ·wel~\' cially. named and be- Perhaps because-.-heJ 
corned 'the· · tracks ·:· ·:gan its "gold growth," had no experience in. 
then; now they .a.re an · the old Hohokam can- cotton-growing, Davie 
unremoveable hazard. als of" the Salt River did not turn to this as . 
Long before Cadll- .Valley- were being re- a cash crop . . 

lacs and Buick~, ~olf built. As the possibili- Som,e historical ref7 
cars and adult tricy- 'ties of agriculture in . erences • note that he 
cles watched o.ut for ,· . this seemingly barren gambled on ~ugar 
each other, :chJldren · land broadened, other beets and lost because , 
roller-skaterd . with ._: .. canal companies were the ·· soil·. wouldn't-. 
fre e abandon-- on·· established and one of produce · a sweet · 
Grand Avenue-.after · · these waterway devel- enough beet. Whatev- .· 
school ·or. church, or opers- who. had just er the reason was for ;. 
before the· game on brought water .to a · his failure after in- • 
the sandlot ,_baseball . _38,()()().,~~re_ irrigation .. : .. -vesting so much mon~ 
· diamond._ -~-. -.;· · , . , district · west of P.hoe~ · .ey and . time in the 

Long before this. was· - nix:...._went back to·-Illi- ' )and, he· sold his hold-
_Sun City:' iLwas Mari- nois to entice farmers · ings in · ]920 to the 
nette. · , . ·: . to move here. ·· Southwest· Cotton Co., 
The -'name', rings a · .. · The proposal must a subsidiary of Good-.-

bell ; that's the name· : have seemed economi- year Tire and Rubber . . 
of. a banquet · room at , · cally sound, for two · - They, . too~ umbled . 
the Sun towner res tau- : wealthy residents of with this land at first, • 
rant,· the name of Sun · _Peoria, Ill., purchased trying ·to cultivate 
City's-·newest recrea- the land and water Yuli, a type of sage-, 
tion center, the name rights-and the town of- brush whose roots~ 
of several clubs,· the -- Peoria, Arizona, was· · p_roduced a white c 
name on a water utlli- .born in the late 1800s. sticky substance the.1 
ty pumping station on By the early 1900s, . company . believe(i.il 
107th off Grand. · It's Peoria farmers were could form a rubbe~ff 
also the ~name of a · · prospering . in cattle :: .like base for a type of:; 
city in Wisconsin. · .. and starting to experi-. · synth~tic tire.· · :t 
· But this Marinette is ment with cotton, a · Mrs. Mandy Durand!, 
gone: it is 'not even a crop. the Indians had a Marinette resident · 
ghost town, for noth- cultivated · successful-- as a child who moved-
ing of It remains ex- ly. to Glendale and then,, 
cept a few frame . This potential im- at retirement, to Sun, 
houses. _which were pressed a business;:_'.· .City, remembers 
moved -to El Mirage man from • Marinette;· . · seeing these bushes in: o'\rER 
and Surprise when the Wis., twin city of Men-. .1928 when her family , 
bulldozers came1 omlnee, Mich.,· locat- ·; 'the Monreals of Phoe- , 



. ,. m i:\~ .. , - -· .:u.,. . -~ ··•···~1"'~- "ttoPl , - d~(run.itli. ;P.1ercUJ:i- :·> '-WtrOid·Georg a~~ . n. 
~tile:sfure· iri\1\Jarinette: ··:•, f a·mily~ .wi th<,'.the 
•-~'!Ih_w~· pl~.ntef from -~.' ·. know:how?:and . fresh 
Nevai:ia: A venue . north , rnoney:-repl'aced <Jh~ 
:.to:~iGnuid? ~veriue: ': I ,:-_ mules ·a_pd flel~ wqrk-' 
learned later lhat an~ · ers with machines. 
·other tire and rubber . : The · crops · flourished 
company had planted ·.:· · but the people dwin
the bush . in an area , · dled. The gin · and its 
sougLof ·Tucson· and operation · .was- trans
Jost-_an·: estimate~: $.14;· - ported to Litchfield . 
;.qilllion - oil ·: the:"·ve~~.?;~ Park; .. sections of the. 
•ture? ' · ~-.,· .. •:t : :':- .~ :•,. -- · :-;_, land were. ·subfeased; 
~.;;Bu( Southwest' Cotton · .. crops diversified· into 
. knew .. cotton~(',:. . . .~ ~ '.· : let.tuce and alfalfa . 
. They ' 'pl_anted•:"more .-·· World · War I I 
.fields, q1:1g)nore .wells . _- brought destiny to .the 
and -.administered the·, , area, but . not in the 
"coinpany;compciund'' :~ · .. form .of rene\Ved pros
·at •Marinette from·:the "'. perity for Mai:inette .. 
mamioffices 'in· Litch- ' In 1941, ·.ner .. Webb's . 
·nelct.Parlr;;;: . · . ·:: · construction · company 
. Thllsf..' Marinette ·nev- ... was awarde'd the .. con
er. :had .a' _chance to'·.· tract to buil.d Luke Air 
grow"'as :·Peoria·· had."'. · Force '..'Baie\::and, ·' 
She/ could \ not <· everi.\; -:. though ~-it \:wou_ld .. : bf;! :• 
b'e:c·~_mf.,,~~ ~e~_ond-~~i.',o n 1 y,._ ;}pfcj\~ ti o.ns•. 
pJ:rngi.; ~~<>P.P.iEg\ J>oiJ.!t{~t:'~~h~t!_l~~ (~~;;not-;w ebb' .. 
f ot:- traVelers0-between·'.0•0 ••' even .notlced;Uf e' dusty· 
')?.~0¥,~:iart~f Wi_~lce~f;'~}\v,id~)sP.ot'?~f;_tpe~ oad.~ 
:~~_f andr p~lrifsf b~~t(c~IJ~ch M;~rl~ett~.,-;by 
·yond, "Jort most- trairis~ ?-.-,its·remalnmur.•25;-post.-,:. 
'an4.t~ ifti\f~l~~"1~~t~~~\y~ f.fesJdentit;!'s_im~f] 
itl prospe'tous·.Peory~': -1~ililtig-1.~f-i1~ './ ~t.e~tial .~ 
U~IJ:i.ce all :.~! · Mafi;f:}.for· other JJui'!~~gr,icul0"i 
n.e:t..te}s · ::popul a tton?f•~ tui;al. use:"~l~ht_,have • 
worked 'for Southwest;-: . remained. · , .-. · : . 
she1· was :·'a· ,::'town ot-·· The land had water, 
laoor and' sweaf ... :.a '"-. a main rallro·ad line, 
distinctive contrast to· and a main-:•highway 
toaay. ··, . ·· .. . .' which led:•right-:.into 
•: B'ut . the . Mexican~ · • (and out of) ·the·capi
Americans ' were· . not · tal city'of Phoenix. • 
tr&"ri~ien_t "'·laborers .:· In 1955 when Young~ 
sirke cotton was· hand- town and the concept 
pic/ked.:from .mid-July'- ·< of a · retirement com
;Q ~2tlie . ~ last ·.part -. of ·. munity · caught ··.the 
May:·Ther~'w·ere cel.e- · :. public's eye, the Mari
~rations' for, baptisms; • .. nette that R.P. · Davie 
rilar_riages ;· ·Saints ·· . had hoped, would pros
D.ays; .there \Vas mu- · per was only'a shell of. 
si~'~ild dan~ing, .espe- .. his .vision·., , : 
ciallr,..}n · th.e · "tent ci-~ ·· · Arid . the impact of 
tie~\ which clustered . synthetic fibers in the 
around · the scattered:.. commercial market 
·weijs. · ·., , · • : · · was not giving that 
-.~he .town· itself expe- , .shell m1,Jch warmth 
rience·d.'jm : influx · of': ·· ·for· hatching , in . the· 
pe~le-in-the mid-'3os·, · :- eyes -of · ~e Bosw~ll· 
'as -:- folks':, from '. Okla- Company .either. · . .- · · 
hofha/ Arkansas, Mis- · • Yet ·· the· · circum-i 
soari :.and Texas . des- · stances, · the specula
erted the·•·Dust Bowl · · tlon, the Ideas ·c.ame 
·anH-~9.ent_ their . backs together, an.d·-ln 1959,.:; -, 
;with'•. l9e; ·_cott~n •. gin~ Boswell .:released the 
•nirlg opez,atlon.·· '· · ·: .:,.; acreage• to <Webb who 
-· ·cThe gin·.rw·as :located · fertlllzed the ,land be-
: where: the ··.Sun·. City . tween :the· ·Agua Fria 
:._Medical : Building is · and New River. dry 
' noW:)'· .-· .. ~,. . beds wifh -.. slump 
}:.But', ·. ir.onic, :.as , ·it .: block, asphalt, -( nails, 
1soands ;:·. ~progress glass,· and·taleht-·and 
f_~~opp~~-~·¥ ~rj~e'tt~ :_;. th~re · ·em~rg~q::some~· · 
lt agaln.- · ,, ·, ·. · . · ·: . ·.-,. ~ . thmg · even: more' strik-
; ;, In ··-1936, the · ranch ·.:· ing th·an ' the··mythical : 
, was -sold to the ·J. · G: ·· Phoenix bird, the very 
· Boswell Co. , also ·or real Sun Oity.- .-.. , · 



LU 
I
I
LU 
z 
H 
a: 
c:i:: 
::E: 

LL 
> 

Marinette almost ~ame ghost ~OW/1: 
By Val BEMBE!'IJEK 

Staff Writer 
Long before Del Webb 

gambled on a retirement 
community between the 
Agua Fria and New River 
channels, other men had 
gambled on crops her~ 
sometimes winning, 
sometimes losing. 

Long before Lawrence 
Welle performed at the Sun 
Bowl, fine . orchestras 
played in a grand hotel 
ballroom in pre-Depression 
days-but the hotel burned 
down. 

Long before bubblers and 
sprinklers greened the golf 
courses, the rivers here ran 
with water nearly all year 
and mules were hitched to 
walk in slow circles so wells 
could be dug-many of 
them still gurgle up clear 
water. 

LONG BEFORE Santa 
Fe trains shrieked 
cautiously past flashing 
boulevard signals, 
locomotives stopped here to 
take on water from the 
landmark tank and later 
engines stopped on a spur to 
load freshly picked cotton 
to take to the gin in Litch
field Park-people 
welcomed the tracks then, 
now they are an 
unremoveable hazard. 

Long before Cadillacs 
and Buicks, golf cars and 
adult tricycles watched out 
for each other, children · 
roller-skated with free 
abandon on Grand 
A venue-after school or 
church, or before the game 

on the sandlot 
diamond. 

1. vesnng so much mdbey a 
baseball reaping of cotton had · cattle and starting to ex- time in the land, he sold ms 

Long before this was Sun 
City, it was Marinette. 

THE NAME rings a bell; 
that's the name of . a 
banquet room at the Sun
towner · restaurant, the 
name of a few clubs, the 

· name on a water utility 
pumping station on 107th 
south of Grand. It's also the 
name of a city in Wisconsin. 

But this Marinette is 
gone; it is not even a ghost 
town, for nothing of it 
remains except a few 
frame houses which were 
moved to El Mirage and 
Surprise when _ the 
bulldozers came, some 
rusting pipes protruding 
from abandoned wells, 

· some bruised bits of con
crete and rock which may 
have been foundations of 
the general store or the 
supervisors' houses or 
other structures from the 
"hub'.' of Marinette, be
tween 105th and 100th, 
between Grand and 
Coggins. . 

What happened in those 
last few years to ·the · 
agricultural community 
.that _proclaimed itself with 
its own spanking new post 
office in 1912 is a memory to 
former Marinette residents 
who scattered to Glendale, 
Litchfield Park, El Mirage 
and beyond. 

TWO FORMER 
residents, however, came 
back. Mandy and John 
Durand, who left in the '50s 
when the r~ising and 

become so mechanized that periment with · cotton, a holdings -in 1920 . to the 
field workers were crop the Indians had Southwest Cotton Co., a 
eliminated and office cultivated successfully. subsidiary of Goodyear 
personnel and gin operators This potential impressed Tire and Rubber. 
were consolidated into the a businessman from They, too, gambled with > 
Boswell operations . at Marinette,' Wis., twin city of this. land at first, trying to 

- Litchfield Park. They Menominee, Mich., located cultivate, Yuli, a type of 
moved to Glendale and on Lake Michigan's Green sagebrush whose roots .. 
came back five years ago; Bay. Like so many produced a white sticky 
John still is active w'Wi the Wisconsin towns, Marinette substance the compa~y . ,· 
Boswell Co. \ was named from Indian believed could form a· , 

Marinette started out as a legend....:.a Menominee rubber-like base for a type 
copy-cat to nearby Peoria, princess. Perhaps this was of synthetic tire. 
much like Sun City began a charm to R. P. Davie, Mrs. Durand remembers 
with the same concept as who bought and leased seeing these bushes in 1928 
Youngtown. History acreage between the Agua when her family, the 
repeats itself-but never Fria and New River on Monreals of Phoenix, came 
exactly. either side of the Vulture to establish and run the 

The same year that Road-the "grand avenue" mercantile store in 
Wickenburg was officially between Phoenix and . Marinette. " It was plantecl 
named and began its "gold Wickenburg and the from Nevada Avenue north I 
growth," the old Hohokam prospering Vulture Mine to Grand Avenue. I learned .1 
canals of the Salt River beyond. later that another tire and 
Valley were being rebuilt. THIS LAND aiffered rubber company had_, • 
As the possibilities of from the Peoria develop- planted the bush in an area 
agriculture in this ment however, in that there south of Tucson and lost an 
seemingly barren land were no modern canals I estimated $14 million on the • , 
broadened, other- canal extending from . the east. venture. :• 
c o m p a n i e s w e r e So he hired a contractor BUT Southwest Cotton 
established and one of these with 200 mules to clear the knew cotton. They planted 
waterway developers-who entire area between 99th more fields , dug more wells 
had just brought water to a and 111th avenues of the and administered the 
38,000-acre irrigation mesquit,e and sagebrush, "company ·compound" at 
district west of Phoenix- then drilled 10 wells by Marinette from the main 
went back to Illinois to mule-power. offices in Litchfield Park. 
entice farmers to move In 1912, Marinette, Ariz., Thus, Marinette never 
here. . became official. had a chance to grow" as 

.,.HE PROPOSAL must PERHAPS because he Peoria had. She could not 
have seemed economically had no experience in cotton- even become a second-
sound, for two wealthy growing, Davie did not turn place stopping point for 
residents of Peoria, Ill., to this as a cash crop. Some travelers between Phoenix 
purchased the land' and historical references note and Wickenburg and points . 
water rights and the town of that he gambled on sugar beyond, for most trains arid 
Peoria, Ariz., was born in beets and lost because the travelers rested in 
the late 1880s. soil wouldn't Pl'.oduce a prosperous· Peoria-why -

By the early 1900s, Peoria sweet enough beet. should they stop again only 
farmers were prospering in Whatever the reason was a few miles away? OJ tl!...,, 

for his failure after in-· 



\ 

Since all of Marinette~s 
populati9n worked for, 

_Southwest, she was a town 
of labor and sweat-a ·1 

distinctive contrast ·~to· 
today. But she w'a~ 
pleasant. The Mexican-~ 
Americans were nQt 
transient laborers sin·ce 
cotton was hand-picked 
from mid-July to· the 'last· 
part of May. There were 
celebrations for baptisms, 
marriages,. Saints Days-; 
there · was music and. 
dancing, especially in the 
" tent . cities'' which 
clustered around - the 
scattered wells. 1 

THE TOWN itself ex
perienced an influx -of 
people in the mid-'30s, a~, 
folks from Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Missouri, and 
Texas deserted the Dust 
Bowl and bent their backs 
with the cotton ginning 
operation. (the gin -was 
located where the Sun City . 
Medical Building is now:) 

But, ironic as it sounds, 
progress stopped Marinette· 
again. · . ·.: 

In 1936 the ranch was sold 
to the J. G. Boswell Co., ., 
also of Litchfield Park and I 

the old Georgia cotton· 
family- with the know-how 
and fresh money-replaced 
the mules and field workers -1 

with machines. The crops 
· flourished but the people 
dwindled. The gin and its 
operation was transported 
to Litchfield Park; sections ·· 
of the land were subleased· ' 
crops dive.rsified into let,.., 
tuce and alfalfa. ' ~ 

World War II brought' 
destiny to the area, but no.t,. 

· in . the form of renewed 
prosperity for Marinett~ · 

IN 1941; Del Webb,.!{~; 
organization· was {lward1,. 
the contract to build LUK1 
Air Force Base and tho~1 
it would be only spec~atiotfi 
wh~ther or not Webb e\'.~; 
noticed the dusty wide sj>Qt' 
in the road ~alled Marinett~~ 
by its 25 or so post-wa;i 
residents, something ·of ~~ 
potential for other- th;, 
agricultural use must hav~I 
remained.·· The land ha<h1 
water, a main railroad line£ 
and a main highway whicJtj 
led right into ·cand out oW, 
the capital city of Phoeni~::· 

In 1955, when Youngtown· 
and the concept of · a/' 
retirement community.t 
caught the public's eye, the/ 
Marinette that R. P. Davje' 
had hoped would prosper' ·1 

was only a shell of hi~: 
vision. And the impact of, 
synthetic fibers in th~;I 
commercial market was, 
not giving that shell much'-•,·x 
warmth for hatching in the ; 
eyes of the Boswell Com-: 
pany either. · '. 

Yet the · circumstance.s,\ 
the speculation, the ideas,., 
came together and in 1959,", 
Boswell released the· 
ac.reage to the Phoenix\',., 
builder-developer .; who•.1 
fertilized the land between · 
the Agua Fria and New"c 
River dry beds with slumW7 
block, asphalt, nails; glass,'. 
and . talent-and there{ ; 
emerged something ev~"-"
more striking than . the] 
mythical Phoenix bird, the'!> 
very real Sun City. . ~ •. , 

\ 
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The· toJtn before· Sun Ci\Y 
(' 

V. 

Ph~sic41 tro.ces (emo.in, but memories o.re cleo.rer 

·-- --~r~, .: 
i , ... • I 

. By VAL BEMBENEK 
. Women's Editor 

There are landmarks here, buried 
beneath the rock lawns, concrete curbs, 
residential foundations, and golf courses. 

Perhaps the roots of ornamental shrubs 
or .dwarf citrus are winding around ar
tifacts of Marinette right now. 

the mercantile-post office-butcher shop
dry goods-sundries store. "But that's 
another story," she says. "Let me tell you 
about Marinette. It will show you how 
much history repeals itself." 

The first "repeat" was actually more a 
copy-cat idea than an original. The same 
year (1864) that Wickenburg was of
ficially named and began its "gold 

Perhaps a new Sun Citian, digging a growth," the old Hohokam canals of the 
hole to put in a recirculating fountain has Salt River Valley were being rebuilt. As 
tound a simple relic-abit of wood, a the possibilities of l!griculture 
rusted screw, a scrap of mule harness broadened, other canal companies werfl 
leather..::..but itcould not tell him its story, established and one of these waterway 
. so -~ tossed it~ his sunke11 garl>age can. developers-who had just brought water · 
:. · · . · · · . : ' ·. · • · to a 38,ooo-acre irrigation district wesfof 

. . : .TH
1
EREh·:aE eveq Sun. City_ Pioneers, _: .. .- Phoenix-went back to Illinois ·to entice : 

, :·•~ope w . drove ~~- s~mmgly .Jong -< -farmers here. Two-wealthy:,residents of, 
•· ~tance from PhoeruJC: m January, 1960,· , . . .-., • • 1 · · 

, saw_,th~ r~reation,hall, shopping ceriter•i .. Peor~a. I 1:, purchased ~nd ,t,he town. of,, 
i ( ,.:imd _hotel, ·~arid: immediat.ely ;puf'.money ,; · feor1a, ~riz_., wa_s born i11 th? :_~ _te11~~;--/ 
~( ; ~tlown on one of the model homes: Some of · , BY THE EARLY 1900S Peoria farmers'.1·' 

'.•'?·plem knew about Ma·rinette, but it ·was were prospering in cattl~ and starting to · 
soon forl!otten . exnP.riment with cotton. :i croo the Tn-

. - .: . . , , ; .. ', · dians h.j.d . cultivated. ·.: :_ · ,. :' .. . , , r·· ., , 
• Mannette, a thtivmg part _o.(, the cotton- .. , , . (t · •. · .,;,T · ' . _ • ·· --: ~,,- -: ·;.;,../ ;,1c•' ::' 
growing industry ( one ,of the three C's ,. ·. ' ' This potentia~ impressed a businessman) . 
Arizona was built upon-copper, cotton, fro_!Tl Marinette, Wis.; R:. P .. Davie;, who· :: 
and cattle), had become a ghost town, but , 'booght and leased thousands of acres of ·· 
the land, or rather the loca lion, was too · :Jand between the Agu~ Fria and New 
valuable to . return to the growth of River on either side of the Vulture Road-
mesquite, ironwood and sagebrush so the "grand avenue" between Phoenix and 
carefully cleared around 1915 by a man Wickenburg. 
from Marinette, Wis. 

So it became Sun City. 

But there are two people listed in the 
homeowners directory who give their 
hometown as Marinette, Ariz. Mr. and 
Mrs.JohnDurand, 14244 SarabandeWay, 
moved "back" to Marinette, Ariz., four 
years ago. They had grown up here, 
played together as youngsters along the 
dusty old "Vulture Road" and talked to 
the wagon drivers who stopped to pick up 
ice on the way to thriving Wickenburg and 
the Vulture Mine beyond. 

"MANDY" Monreal Durand can 
recount much of the history of this land 
even though her family didn't move . here 
until 1928, when they owned and managed 

"His land was beyond the Peoria canal 
development, and although he found 
traces of canals up around Beardsley 
Road which had followed the ~gua Fria 
River down, they had all but disappeared 
where he needed them," she explained. 

So Davie hired a contra.ctor with 200 
mules and the entire land area between 
99th and 11ith avenues was cleared of 
brush; 10 of the first wells were drilled by 
mules walking round and round in a 
circle. 

"THERE WERE no bridges over the 
rivers either," Mrs. Durand related. "So 
two or four mules were kept there to pull 
the cars across-the rivers ran more 
often." 

In 1912, the y,ear of Arizo 
the U.S. Post Office at Ma 
to serve a growing agri 
munity. 

There are some who sa 
gambled on sugar beets an 
the soil couldn't produce a 
beet. Wha lever it was, he sol 

, in 1920 to the Southwes t 
subsidiary of Goodyear Tir 

, that Davie 
ost because 
eel enough 

his holdings 
tton Co., a 
nd Rubber. 
' "They gambled oh a cro ' o, and one 

might suspect they lost a onsiderable 
amount," related Mrs. Dur . But their 
success with cotton overshadowed a 
possible misfortune with "fti!i"-a type 
of sagebrush whose root.9~produced a 
white sticky substance the d:m believed 
could,form a rubber-like basfror a type of 
synthetic tire. ! 

I • 1, 
"I REMEMBER seeing so .e of these in 

1928 when our family cam4j!They were 
planted from Nevada Ave~e north to 
Grand Avenue. I later Jea~ed another 
tire and rubber company planted the bush 
in an area south of TucSQ[l-they had 
dropped $14 million in tha't' venture in 
1918." .'t 

But Southwest Cotton co,icontinued in 
cotton, planting more fields, 4lgging more 
wells, and administering the "company 
compound" at Marinette fr:om its main 
offices in Litchfield Park. T'#is, it did not 
grow in the diversified manner as Peoria. 

t,. 
There was the general mercantile store 

with restaurant and post office adjacent. 
There were six homes built behind that 
where the managers and supervisors 
lived. There was the two-story company 
executive building and the_ two-story 
hotel. There was the cotton gin and 
processing area , and about 60 one-room 
cottages and an assortment of tents and 
temporary shelters scattered between 
105th and 100 avenues, immediately south 
of Grand Avenue. 

"THAT WAS the center of town," Mrs. 
Durand recalled. "It also included a 
water tank for the railroad, a revival-type 
church, a two-room school which taught 
only first through third grade (where 
Kings Inn now stands), barber shop, 
poolroom, and other assorted buildings." 

"And the Sun City Saints weren't the 
first baseball team from here-we had 
our own sandlot team, playing about 
where the North Golf course follows Oak
mont Drive today," she said. 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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mnrinette stores clustered on Grnnd, too 
(Continued from Page 1) 

BUT THE PEOPLE who really made 
up the population of Marinette were 
Mexicans who lived in "tent cities" 
clustered around the wells. They were 
more permanent residents than field 
workers today since cotton was hand
picked from mid-July to the last part of 
May. 

"There was a great deal of happiness
celebrations for baptisms, marriages, 
Saints' days; I remember one of the 
families at the north camp (in the area 
where St. Clement's is building now) 
formed their own orchestra and hired out 
in the evenings for socials. It wasn't just a 
couple guitars either, they played good 
brass. In fact I think they're still playing 
somewhere in California now." 

THE PASSING years brought progress. 
In her growing-up years, Mandy recalled 
the arrival of a refrigeration unit in the 
30s, which meant the store stocked ice 
cream; she remembers that Lee 
Garrison, the man who handled the mules. 
from his "rock house" far south of town, 
kept all his money in a nail keg; she 
remembers the influx of people from 
Oklahoma,_ Arkansa~, ~ssouri, _anp 

Texas who deserted the Dust Bowl in the 
mid 305; and she remembers roller 
skating down the paved Grand Avenue in 
the mid-405. 

The passing years also brought a 
change in ownership, followed by 
economic changes in the cotton industry 
itself which could not help but affect 
Marinette. In 1936,' the ranch was sold to 
the J . G. Boswell Co., also of Litchfield 
Park. 

THE OLD GEORGIA cotton family had 
the know-how and soon the mule teams 
didn't have to come out at daybreak
machines were replacing them. The crops 
flourished but the people dwindled. 

"The cotton was shipped to Litchfield 
Park for processing and our gin mill 
(which had been located where the Sun 
City Medical Building is now and con
nected with the Santa Fe by a spur that 
crossed Grand Avenue near 103rd) was 
moved there. Sections of the land were 
subleased; crops diversified into lettuce 
and alfalfa, and mechanization continued. 

"People who had lived here found better 
places to live even though they still 
worked here and by the end of the war 
practically · everybody was gone except 

maybe 25 scattered residents living in the 
original six two-bedr~m cottages and 
smaller houses with lean-to's added on." 
Mandy and John, both employees of the 
Boswell Co., stayed on until nearly the 
end, then moved to Glend'ale. He is still 
employed with Boswell in their cotton gin 
operation. 

IN 1959, BOSWELL released acreage to 
the Phoenix builder whose organization 
was awarded the contract in 1941 to 
construct Luke Air Force Base, Del E. 
Webb. This land's "history" from that 
point on is well known. 

There is no bitterness in Mrs. Durand's 
voice when she tells of the bulldozer 
leveling of Marinette. 

"Most of the buildings and houses were 
either ready to fall or had been burned 
already. Even in 1928, a large ho~! which 
had a grand ballroom on the first floor 

where fine orchestras had played was 
condemned after a blaze ripped through 
the structure," she remembered. "When 
these places were built, there was one 
electrical lead-in and they were seldom 
re-wired for increased use of electricity
thus the fires. A couple houses were 
moved to El Mirage and Surprise and still 
stand today." 

"I BELIEVE Sun City was the best 
thing that could have happened to 
Marinette and its people. The jobs 
brought economic security; the city 
replaces a near-ghost town; and the loss 
of cotton and agricultural acreage isn't as 
significant as some might suspect-what 
with synthetic fibers and government 
control of land use." And she is still in
volved with the land on which she grew 
up-as a real estate counselor for a local 
firm. 



Mandy Monreal Durand came "home" four years 
ago: she and her husband, ,John, are only residents of 
Sun City who grew up in Marinette, Ariz. Back then, 
she helped arrange agricultural land sales, now she 
" hobbies" in local residential property for Ed 
Th irk hill office. 

Above. 'mao of the area shows it was ·no m·orf! th11n 11 

j . sm'att""rbi; Al-D~res·,-and s~tional nofaUov.i, of w,IIP; 
Left, the-corner of 105th and Coggins Is lrortically 'still 
vacant except ·a small "heap of rusted pipes, chipped 
concrete blocks-perhaps all that remains of 
Marinette homes. The hospital's namesake, Waller 0. 
Boswell, was a membe~ of Boswell family which sold 
acreage to Del Webb. 

_.,•,: ~-·) \· 
~ .j: 



Two pipes emerge from ~n 
unused irrigation basin 
next to the water company 
pumping station on south 
corner or 101st and Grand. 
Another last remind~r of 
earlier days, last repair~ on 
fieldstone sunken cubicle 
date lo 1950, ten years 
before Sun City op_ened. 
Below, sign for Marinette 
room at Suntowner, may 
evoke casual conversation 
about pre-Sun rity. There 
was a sign along Sant~ F_e 
tracks with old name, bu_t it 
was removed during 
repairs earlier this year. 

Just as the Ph · 
own ashes- jui' 
canal network 
from productiv. 
more producu~· 

·than a man ft· 
Imagined. 

bird rose more beautifully from its 
s the city of Phoenix rose from a 

ilt by the Hohokams-sun City rose 
oUon fields, becoming economically 

,more beautiful, and more populated 
Marinette, Wis., .would ever have 
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PAGE 6 PAHS PRESERVING PEORIA'S HERITAGE 

Museum Highlights 
By Juanita Trask 

Marinette And The Beautiful 
Redoubtable Morning Glory' 

Following close on the heels of 
the founding of Peoria, the little 
town of Marinette was developed in 
the early 1900s, and a U.S. Post 
Office opened in 1 91 2, the year the 
Territory of Arizona joined the Un
ion and became a State. 

R.P. Davie, a business entrepre
neur from Marinette Wisconsm· 

' ' 
had purchased 20,000 acres of farm-
land situated from Olive Avenue on 
the south to Bell Road on the north 

' and from just west of New River to 
just east of the Agua Fria River. 
The property lay beyond the newly 
constructed canal system, and Davie 
developed deep well pumping sys
tems to irrigate his acreage. Head
quarters for Marinette Ranch 
quickly became a small village of a 
few houses, a store and a boarding 
house. 

the population all labored for the South
west Cotton Company, they formed a 
stable community and held celebrations 
for baptisms, marriages and Saints Days, 
with much music and dancing. 

Frank Osuna, a retired Presbyterian 
minister and long time resident of Peoria, 
moved from Bisbee, Arizona to Marinette 
with his family in 1932 at the age of eight. 
The family lived in a tent, and -immedi
ately began picking cotton. A satellite 
school was provided at Marinette by the 
Peoria School system. Osuna was a stu
dent there, but he did not complete any 
scheduled calendar term, as work in the 
cotton fields always took precedence. He 
later attended the Peoria Central School. 

Morning Glory (Trompillo, in Spanish) 
was a beautiful flower blooming in profu
sion throughout the area. It grew thick 
and copiously creating cooling shade from 
the desert scorching sun. It was death, 
however, to the cotton fields. Like the 
tentacles of an Octopus, the vines reach 

Davie envisioned a city of indus- out and wrap tightly around anything in its 
trious farmers and tradesmen, but in path whether it be an inanimate object or 
1918 he invested his capital in grow- · a living organism. Therefore, strict rules 
ing sugar beets. The soil was not were enforced in the community of cotton 
favorable for producing good sugar pickers. The beauty of the Trompillo be-
content in beets, and the crop was a came a terror to desperate farm workers 
failure. His gamble had not paid in old Marinette. Any family caught 
off, and in 1920 Davie sold his hold- growing Trompillo at home was immedi
ings to the Southwest Cotton Com- ately fired and expelled from Marinette. 
pany, a subsidiary of Goodyear Tire The mule caretaker would come early in 
and Rubber Company. Marinette the morning and park a team of mules 
became a company compound and a hitched to a wagon. The family had until 
town of sweat and labor where eve- sundown to load their meager belongings, 
ryone who lived there worked for leave and return the wagon and animals by 
the Company, picking cotton by sundown. Seeing a family leave in this 
hand from mid July to the following fashion was rare. It didn't need to be re

May. "Tent cities" sprang up, some- peated often. 

times overnight, clustered around 
the various irrigation wells. Since 

In the fields the pickers worked with great 
care in order to insure a field free of the 

! \J :::;. V <,7"\ V U '--f, 
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dreaded Trompillo plant. A missed 
blossom or vine would earn the worker 
a day off without pay. If by chance one 
of the Morning Glory plants had been 
missed and not weeded out, the vines 
eventually would intertwine between 
the rows of growing cotton. Depend
ing on the number and the thickness of 
the vines "body bull dozing" might need 
to be implemented. It was a chore the 
picker feared and took _every precaution 
to avoid. It was·a hard, ·slow: process, 
and if the vines were coiled around the 
cotton bolls when they were still green 
they had to be pulled from the vines. 
Eliminating the Morning Glory was mu
tually beneficial to the company and the 
workers, and by the end of the nine
teen-thirties, it appeared to have been 
eradicated from the area. 

In 1936 the Marinette Ranch was 
sold to the J. G. Boswell Company from 
Georgia. Manual labor was rapidly be
ing replaced by machines, causing the 
agricultural population to dwindle. 
Eventually much of the original town
site was planted in cotton and lettuce. 
In the early fifties Boswell made a land 
deal with the Del Webb Company. 
Little Marinette was destined to resur
rect as the cities of Youngtown and Sun 
City, which today are thriving retire
ment communities. 

Many thanks to Frank Osuna and the 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society for 
information for this article 

Southernisms 

uMy cow died last night so I don't 
need your bull." 

''Well, butter my butt and call me 
a biscuit." 
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! M1iri1tette t-Bears 
I': 
£ 

I Name Of A Quee11 
! t By PETE MARINOVICH 

E MARINETTE-Traveling about 2 miles west out of Peoria on U.S.
• 60-70-80-89, you come upon a sign reading "Marinette." 

There are two towns in the United States with this name. The 
• other is in Wisconsin. The two are directly related. Marinette, Ariz., 
I was named after Marinette, Wis. . 

: At the mouth of the Menominee bought and leased thousands of 
River, w h ·i ch . . a~res of land west ~f Peoria. Da-e e mp t i e s into . vie ~elect~ a towns1te, a~d nam-

• Green Bay, lies · ed 1t Marinette, after his home f Marinette, Wis. town. 
t It was named Soon there was a store, a board-
~ a f t e r Q u e e n ing, house, and a few homes. A 
! M a r i ne t t e, a 
G f I d' post office was opened there April • woman o n 1an 

i
~ descent, who did 25, 1912, with E. J. Haisley as 

a great deal in postmaster. It closed Nov. 14, 
furthering trade .· . . · ., 1956. 

i ~~:~: ~~ i~e~ ;~~ .... ; . . i% In 1918, Davie attempted to 
' d Queen Marmette grow sugar beets But by 1920 it E an the French _ .. 
,. centuries ago. was decided the soil could not pro-
' duce a sweet enough beet and Da-
i: 1'!arinette•~ father was Bart~!, vie Jost heavily. Davie sold his f em1 ~hevall1e_r. She wa~ born in holdings May 14, 1920, to the 
c 1784 1n Mackinac, baphzed Mar- Southwest Cotton Co. for approxi
! guerite and called Marinette, a mately $1 million. 
t diminutive of the popular French . . 
: Marie Antoinette Marinette 1s all but gone now. 
t · Progress, which built one town 
~ A!bout 1909, R. P . Davie, a bus- from a trading post to a popula- 1 

ll: lness adventurer, came to Ari- tion of 15,000, all but obliterated i zona from Marinette, Wis. He the other. / 
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Mariitette Lives Under 
. ~ . 

Assuml!dNameln West 
.PESHTIGO - Atnong fugi

tives from Middle';Weet·' ~old 
wliO have colonized ,Sun City, 
Ariz., are a number ·,f-iiom the 
Tri-City area. 

Mrs. Lawrence Petenon or. 
Thompson St., former _()Wt}er 
and operals)r of a ,J>~btigo 
gift arnl food shop, reported 
her discovery of ~ migra
Llon upon her rec<'nt return 
here. from a Sun City . vaca
tion. She learned that many 
of these WlsconsiJ1 expatriate, 
have retired from thelr career 
rmployment and now prefer 
Arh:Olla 's moder:itlon of the 
invigorating climate they left 
behind in Wisconsin. 

While visiling her sister-in
law, Mn. E . W. Lllskey, in 
Sun c;iiy, Mrs. Peterson re• 
r.elved :-a brochure recounting 
the ri~ and eventual l'xtinc
tion of Merinette's namesake 
in Ariwn:1. The foundi11g of 
Marinrtfe, Ariz. , was crcdit<'d 
l o R . P. Dayie. d<'scrihed as 
a bu<>i.ness ndventnrer from 
the \Vi~onsin ('it v. who 
bought anri leai-ed thousands 
of ac-res between the New 
River and Agua Frla. He w:is 
said to have dev,:,\oped a deep 
v.el\ pumping system to irrl
gate his acreage whi<'h lay 
just heyon<l the ent.l of the 
Arizona Canal. 

He p!at.ted a home~ile ~hich 
he na n,ed nflt'r his Wiscr,,n~ i11 
homC'town and wi! h lhf' npti
m:~m I h':"n preva i•~nt l;,' !n
visioned a city of indust.r1,,us 

' 

farmers and : tradesmen. The 
bright outlook he had in view 
prompted him .to write. "The 
men In charge oLMarinette 
(Ari1.) are master craftsmen 
when it comes to making of 
prosperous communities." The 
United States Post OHke of 
Marine1.te, Ariz. . opened in 
1912, the year that Arizona 
t.erritory achieved statehood. 

The brochure recounted how 
Davie's ent.prpr,lse·failed when 
he concPntrat.e<l hls financial 
resources on . what looked like 
a sure thing only to discover 
too JatP, that he had mode 
a mistake. His venture Into 
sugar beet production in 191!! 
bec!tme a financilll diSRst•~r 
two years later whim ft was 
deterroim,'<i that Arizona soil 
!nlled to produce a beet t~at 
was SWe(>t enough to make 
sug:u- refining profitable. 

He solrl his holdings May 
14. 19'l0. to the Southwest · 
Cotton Company, a subsidiliry 
oi Goodye:ir Tire and n ,.1bhel' 
Company, for ~l million. The 
communitv that had been 
known :1s· Marinette '. b ecame 
ll company compound. The 
trnct known as Marinette 
Ranch was sold in 1936 to t he 
J. G. Boswell Company or 
J ,itch!ield Park. The Boswells 
were an old Georgia ootton 
fomllv ;ind under this banner 
Marinette congregoled crops 
insLell<l of inhabitants. As 
machines replaced people in 
the !;elcl$, the community 

J ·,. "-r-. l(,j-,~.,; 
··.M ~ , t \ ~ ,~.:--~.l l \ ._;J 

p op u l a t i on dwindlrd and 
finally nmch of the municipal 
site was plante<l to cotton and 
lettuce. This course of 
progres., •converted what ~ 
heen Marinette into one of the 
nation' s JTh">St prosperous 
plantations instead of the cicy 
its founder envisioned. 

There was a melancholy 
touch of nostalgia in a new&
paper article which compared 
Marinette, Ariz., ea riv in the 
Hl:')()s lo th!' Wiscons.in com
m unity from which its name 
\\'as rlerlved. It ~aid that 
progress which carried the 
Wisconsin community from 
pioneer trad ing post to a city 
of 15.000 .took a reverse tw·n 
in the West .1nd all but ob
literated the Arizona cCJm:1111-
nit.y. 

Au about-face movP. oecur
rcd in J95fl when the BogwelL'I 
releas.-.d cotton acrengc to 11 
P hocnix builder. Del E. Wl•bb, 
and h~ erected a mote l, 
shopping . center, mP.diral 
clinic. recreation:il ('()ri1ple-x 
with craft shops, art studios 
and 11 model ·home show. 
Orders were taken in .J an
uary, 19f>O. for 400 lv>use.~ and 
apart.mE.'nts. But Lhe narue, 
Marit;eltc. waii n0l to be per
petuated in the new develop
ment. It became ins!rad Sun 
City, Ariz. , fotilr'<l in prnwo
tional material as Anwr lc11' s 
most fanw•is re~ort-retire
ment community. Five miles 
away ii: Loke Air Forci~ Base 
which \\-:" ti built in 1941. 
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Vulture Road 
It \\ as incredible to think that in l 858, the Congress of the United 

States had accepted a report about the Arizona desert which said, "The 
region 1s altogether \ alueless. After entering it, there is nothing to do but 
lea\ e .. 

R P. Da\'!e, a business adventurer from Marinette, Wisconsin was 
impressed b~ the growth and the potential of the area. He bought and 
lea ed thousands of acres between the New River and the Agua Fria and 
de\eloped a deep well pumping system to irrigate his acreage which lay just 
beyond the end of the Arizona Canal. Following the example of the 
founde rs of Peona, he platted a townsite named after his home town. Davie 
en\'1s1oned a city of industrious farmers and tradesmen when he wrote, 
"The men in charge of the destinies of Marinette are master craftsmen 
\\ !-ten 1t comes to the making of prosperous communities. We know how to 
:a;.;e good sod, good water rights and good climate; get good people there; 
get the people united and busy. We are doing this at Marinette." Soon 
\1annerre could boast a store, a boarding house and a few homes. The 
L'n1ted States Post Office, Ylarinette , Arizona opened the year that the 
Territon· achieved statehood. 1912. 

Da~ ie made his only mistake in 1918 when he gambled the future of 
\l annette on the sugar beet. By 1920 it was decided that the soil could not 
produce a sweet enough beet and Davie lost heavily. He sold his holdings 
\ Li> I-+ . 19~0 to the Southwest Cotton Co. (a subsidiary of Goodyear Tire 
and Rubber Co ) fo r one million dollars, and the town of Marinette became 
:i company compound. The affairs of Marinette were administered from 
Li;chneld Park. seat of the Goodyear Cotton empire which had been estab
!1shed in 1916 when submarine warfare cut off the supply of long staple 
;:otton rrom Egypt. 

In I 936 the Marinette Ranch was sold to the J. G. Boswell Co., also 
of L1tchneld Park . Cnder this banner Marinette produced as never before, 
bu t 1: produced crops, net people. As machines replaced men in the fields 
the populal!on of the town dwindled. Finally much of the townsite was 
ianted 1n cotton and lettuce. Progress had turned Marinette into one of 
:he ncll1on·s most prosperous plantations rather than into the city envisioned 
b\ llS founder 

A ne\\-paper article compa ring the Arizona town to Marinette, Wis
.:onsin in the ,arly 1950's said, " Marinette (Arizona ) is all but gone now. 
Progre·s \\hich built one town from a trading post to a population of 
15.UU0 all but obliteratt!d the other. '' By 1960, little more remained of the 
t0\\n th.rn the sign on the Santa Fe right-of-way bearing the name, Mari
nette . 

. -\bout ti\e milt's southwest of Marinette there is a sign on the Luke 
.-\1r Force BJ,e railroad spur bearing the name "Webb." Webb, Arizona 
was a construction camp established in 1941 by a young builder from 
Phoenix \\ hen he \\as awarded the contract to construct Luke Air Field for 
th<:' L S .-\ rm> .-\ 1r Fo rce. Today Luke Air Force Base is the largest facility 
of 1b t\ pe 1n the world. 

\\ 'hile Del E. Webb wa constructing a new community at Luke, he 
\1 ,h building Jn organization that would master the art of community devel
opment. This \1 as to have a profound influence upon the history of Mari
ne tte 1,1here. 1n 1959, the Boswells released cotton acreage to Webb to build 
., motel. shopping center, medical cl inic, recreational complex with craft 
shop~ and art studios and a model home show. Orders were taken for fou r 
hunJred homes and apa rtments during the opening month, Janu ary, 1960. 

\\'hate\er became of Marinette, Arizona? It became Sun City, Arizona 
- .-\menca's \ 1ost Famous Resort-Retirement Community. C ~ O 
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Early residents' of area recall Marinette cotton fields . 
., ~ ,, . ' . , . : . 

Amancj,a Durand and N_ancy 
· Watson O'Neal shared their 

memories of Marinette, the town 
that preceded Sun City, in a spe
cial presentation at the Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society called, 
"Growing Up in Marinette." -

The pair recalled cotton fields, 
cotton g\_ns, mule teams and tent 
cities- a far cry from today's re
tirement community. Maripette 
displays can be viewed at the 
Society's headquart~rs, I 080 l 

... .'•r. • 

Oakmont Driye in Sun City. 
Summer hours are l O a.m. to 
Noon, Friday and Saturday or by 
appointment. For more informa
tion, call the Sbciety at 623-974-
2568. . . 



VF- Marinette 

Dolly News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Thursday, Dec. 11, 1997 

Around 75 people · attended · the Marinette 
restaurant in Peoria on Saturday. 

Erstwhile resid8ritS"' 
reca11 ·town ·of vij,-~_-:i;!~ , .,~!: ' ' .· 
By JANICE TARLETON 
Staff writer 

matic tires, and Marinette became a 
company town, Amanda Durand said. 

Her father, Oswaldo "Ozzie" Mon
John and Amanda Durand's 50th real, first c_ame to the 'area in 1907, 

anniversary celebration Saturday driving a delivery wagon and later a 
turned out to be a reunion of sorts. truck from downtown Phoenix. to the 

The Saturday party at Le Rhone Wagoner Farm. After gaining some 
restaurant was perhaps the largest merchandising experience working 
gathering of Mari,n~tte townfolk in for Ike Diamond (Diawond's later 
years. sold to Dillard's), Morireal mafried 

Marinette was the rural farming Isabel Gay, and began managing the 
community located here B.S.C. - company store in Marinette. Isabel 
Before Sun City. Monreal served as postmaster start-

Amanda Durand introduced most ing in 1930, and transferring to 
of the 75 guests, weaving them into a Youngtown in the mid-1950s. 
hi storical narrative of "cotton-pickin' Located where Fl!!:_r's ~ 
times," the town's rise, fall and now stands, the store was the cen
eventual sale to Del E . Webb in 1959. <Jgrpiece of the town. Amanda Dur-

The story began in 1900, when R.P. and and other partygoers recalled 
Davie a Wisconsin businessman, the rough wood floor, getting pop out 
leased thousands of acres, dug a well of a rustic machine, and watching 
and planted sugar beets. Like the train engineers leaning from their 
folks who founded neighboring locomotives to grab the mailbag 
Peoria, he named the area after his dangling from a pole as they rushed 
hometown, Marinette. through town on nearby tracks. 

By 1920 he "lost his shirt," and She recalls the day in 1936 when 
sold to the Southwest Cotton Co., a two, .,"ge~tlemen" walked into the 
subsidiary of Goodyear Tire & Rub"! store·;- bought some milk, coffee and 

· ber Co., which was using cotton fiber .. bi:ea~.::,One was Col. Walter 0. Bos-
. in the production ·, o_f its new pneu- 'f r,i_ ,: ► See Marinette townfolk, AS 

Marinette 
to""nfolk 
reu·nite 
◄ From A1 

well, who asked her father to 
keep a look out for his 
brother, J.G., who would be 
arriving by train from Los 
Angeles. 

The Boswells, an old Geor
gia cotton family, purchased 
the Marinette Ranch and 
turned it into a prosperous 
plantation. 

. .· .. ·· 

In 1944, Amanda Durand 
went to work for the Boswell 
Company, weighing cotton at a 

: gin, and in 1947 married John. 
· The Durands had moved to 

Marinette in 1930 and the 
couple had attended school 

' together in a little red brick · 
. school house near 107th and 

Grand avenues. 

She recalls the day she first 
· met Durand, a 13-year-old boy 
who arrived at the store on a 
shiny bicycle and wearing 

: "beautiful" black, tailored 
trousers, a white shirt, red tie 
and gray Stetson hat "He 
came to buy a candy bar," 
Amanda Durand said. 

She admits she noticed the 
1936 model bicycle first - "a 
beautiful new bike with mud 
guards and mirrors." 

While collecting his money, 
Amanda asked his name and 
permission to ride the bike. 
He said no. 

The couple still have the 
bike in the garage of their Sun 
City home. 

It wasn't until Dec. 4, 1947, 
that the couple married in a . 
formal ceremony. Amanda's 
brother, Oscar Monreal, and 
her sister, Henrietta · Jacobs, 
who served as the best man 
and maid of honor, were pre
sent at Saturday's party. 

In 1959, the Boswells sold 
the farm to Del E. Webb and · 
Sun City was born. "I didn't 
cry," Amanda Durand told J.G. 
Boswell's son, J.G. "Jim" 
Boswell II, who flew in from 
Idaho for the anniversary 
party. Instead, she thanked 
him for his family's contribu
tion to the area. "If it were 
not for J.G. Boswell Co. and • 
Del Webb, none of us would 
be here," she said. 

" Other former Marinette 
residents at the party in
cluded Richard Gomez, a re- ' 
tired Peoria city qfficial; ·, 
Jewel Wood, wife of R.R. 
Wood, and her children, sons . 
Kenneth and Pug, and daugh
ter Margaret Carl; Angel Cal
zada, a postal worker for 38 
years, who still delivers mail 
in thi 99th Avenue and Bell 
Road area; Neil McLeod, son 
of Marinette school teacher, 
Mrs. McLeod; Frank Valencia, 
son of Ignacio Valencia, who 
taught Marinette children po
etry and dancing; and Robert 
McMicken, son of Kenneth 
McMicken, who managed the 

· dry lot cattle feeding for 
Boswell worldwide. McMicken 
Dam is named after him. 

This summer, Durand, who 
once picked and ginned cotton 
from the Marinette fields, 
gathered cotton once again, 
this time for Amanda, his wife 
of 50 years, who arranged 
them in golden bowls. Just as 
cotton had been a main in
gredient in life of the Dttrands 
and Marinette, it was featured 
in the centerpiece arrange
me nts at their anniversary 
party. 
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Historical Society 
remembers Marinette 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Although she was only a baby at 
lhe lime, Nancy Watson O'Neal slill 
recalls moments bf her early child
hood in Marinette, the town once 
located on land that is now part of 
Sun City. 

"I was lying on a cotton sack, and 
my mother was picking cotton," 
o·Neal said. ..And my brother was 
playing in the colton rows." 

o· eal eslimates she was just a 
year old at lhe lime. but recalls the 
\'ivid blue of the sky. The memory is 
distinctive in her mind. she said. 

O' ea! and anolher native of 
Marinette, Amanda Durand. shared 
their memories of the days before 
Del Webb at a special presentation 
Saturday at the Sun Cities Area His
torical Sociery. 

--crowing up in Marinette" fea
tured the two women sharing their 
memories with residents. in addilion 
to photo displays. The event was 
meant to reach out to the communi
ty, allowing people to get a glimpse 
inside the Historical Society and to 
learn the history of the a rea. said 
board member Phyllis Street. 

"We just wanted some special 
e\'ents that show people the histo-
1y," she said. 

O"Neai sat in the front room. 
pointing out black and white photo
graphs on a display. while Durand 
shared her memories in a larger 
back room filled with guests. 

O'Neal was born in Ma1inette in 
1932. She pointed lo photos of her 
01iginal home and her family's car. 

"This is my family. We came here 
from Louisiana in 1917," she said. 
O'Neal was one of nine cousins born 
in Marinette. 

o· ears father - Elzer --slim" 
Watson - was a mechanic. who 
later worked as a foreman on the 
Marinette Cotton Ranch. O'Neal 
pointed to photographs oflarge trac
tors and construction equipment 
used in clearing the land. 

Photos of O'Neal's family home 
showed heavy can\'as hanging over 
the windows. which could be rolled 
up to let light in. "This is how they 
kept cool." she said. 

Marinette was located south of 
the Santa Fe Railroad. 

approx.imalely halfway between 99th 
and 107lh avenues. according to 
Historical Society research. R.P. 
Davie. a businessman from Mari
nette. Wis. , bought and leased thou
sands of acres between New River 
and the Agua Fria River. according 
to the society. The town was named 
after Davie"s native town in the 
Midwest. 

Durand, whose family moved to 
Marinette from Phoenix in 1928. 
recalled how people kept cool 
despite the lack of air conditioning: 
They wrapped themselves in wet 
sheets and slept outside. 

"We slept on canvas. cotton cots. 
or on Am1y cots:· she said. 

The wet sheets a lso caused pneu
monia, she recalled. ..Augusl was 
known for pneumonia - on account 
of wrapping ourselves in the sheets. 
with the moisture." Durand said. 

It wasn't as hot in those days as 
it is now. and cotton fields were ini
gated. she said. Flooding happened 
occasionally, but the houses were 
built on stilts and the water didn't 
get into the houses. 

Davie developed deep well
pumping systems to irrigate the 
crops, according to the Historical 
Society. He took a risk by trying 
growth of sugar beets in the area, 
but the soil was not su ited for it. 
Dm'ie sold his holdings to South
west Cotton Co. in 1920 and the 
town became a company compound. 
the information said. 

In 1936. the Marinette Ranch 
was sold to the J.C. Boswell Co .. 
colton farmers from Georgia , 
according to the society. By the late 
1950s, Del E. Webb Development 
Co. was beginning to develop its 
first master-planned retirement 
community, Sun City, and Marinette 
began to die. 

Durand now lives in Sun City. 
which she moved into as it was 
being built. She has worked as a 
real estate agent in the area. O"Neal 
lived in California and Oregon before 
returning the the Northwest Valley 
in 200 I. She is a licensed psychiat-
1ic nurse and lives in Glendale. As 
one of few in the area with memo
ries of the early days in Marinette , 
o· eal feels close ties to the society. 

Tve kind of adopted Sun Cities 
Area Historical Society as my own ... 
she said. 

HELio w,,,"',.u. Nancy Wat-
""- son O'Neal, 

left , talks 
with visi 
tors about 
her child
hood in 
Mar inette 

, before 
there was a 
Sun City, at 
the Sun Cit
ies Area 
Histo ric al 
Society 
Saturday. 

MARINETTE 
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vIARINETTE 
J11ne 26 -

CENTENNIAL 
July 5 

Welcome to Marinette. a " river city" which is celebrating 100- · 
years as a chartered city. 

Marinelle is midway between the equator and North Pole, bui · 
many natives believe that in January. Marinette seems lo be closer ,·. 
to the North Pole! - - - · 

A city is the sum of its past ... in its spirit, its physical selling, 
its histo ry. 

Marinelle is located on the Menominee River, ancestral home 
of the Menominee Indians who lived on the river for centuries 
before the coming of white men. The Menominee river served _ 
as the main artery of commerce in the region until the middle 

. of the last century. , 
Indians and fur traders moved their furs down the river in 

_J'canoes, portaging at the rapids where two dams now stand, The - - · 
, fi rst white man to live on the river, Stanislaus Chappcau {Chap· ·:. 
·:-.pee) had a fur trading post on the river until he lost his post to 7. _ 
..: . .more aggressive fur traders, Marinette, a French Indian woman; "':· ..: 
' !i.nd her partner, William Farnsworth, who also was the region's- '.'.::". · 
;;"first lumberman. · - - . • · ·.;., .. 
J: Farnsworth was not successful in his new enterprise, but otherso/·~-• 
~.:Who ~ollow~d ~im became some of the wealthiest h•~~~~~_,':;.::·.~ 
~-!~ W !sconsm. . - - ------ - --* .. •-·----r-F·:~--
-'=-'- As a monument to their new-found affluence, they built im_. u~ • • 

·- · pressive Victorian homes on Riverside Avenue, where they could. ;';.'.~
" watcn their wealth in the form of white pine logs noat past their . 

homes. · -~--
. Near the Interstate Bridge, the logs were sorted, scaled, saw;,r· • 
. _ and converted into lumber, then shipped lo Chicago by way of • 

Green Bay and Lake Michigan. . 
During the quarter century after the Civil War, 7.3 billion board 

feet of lumber passed through the scaling gap of the Menominee 
Boom Co. In spite of the construction of 40 dams, remnants of 
which still can be found up river, log jams sometimes occurred. 
~ In the spring of 1893, logs were backed up river for 18 miles 
. aboye Marinette. The last drive occurred in 1917, ending a.::.: 

fal:iulous career on one of Wisconsin's and Michigan's most im- · 
portant lumbering rivers.==-- · -

Rite-Way Auto Body 

c-i.•• e.a. .... 111•••" 
s-- h L• ~ Tnoc.1. ea.
Laur Ul\fli••r All111« - ~ 
1011 State Street -- ~ ··--"?..<.:· •:...: 
Marinette. Wisconsin S,,41 43 JIM GOKEY 
(715) 735-5181 0.---

What was Marinette like 100 years ago? The city had eight 
lumber companies ... a race track. . 20,grocery stores . . . a roller-
skating rink. . half of the 'Twin Cities' 13 barbershops .. . nine 
restaurants ... a Chinese laundry. . innumerable secret and - , 
benevolent societies .. . an opera house ... 16 hotels, including 
Dunlap House .. . j six livery stables . .. eight doctors ... nine_:-.::.-· 
lawyers . . . two hospitals . . . two newspapers . .. four schools
three public and one Catholic ... an abstinence society ... and 
29 saloons. · 

According to the assessor's report in 1890, the city's 11,500 
citizens owned 786 houses, 232 cows and 664 wagons, carriages 
or sle ighs. Watches were owned by 6.5. Marinette had 140 pianos , 
or organs, and ther~ were more than 100 residential and business' 
telephones. / · · --

. By 1890, Marinette bad a population of 11,550 and was similar • · . 

. i_n size to Apple to~ and Superior. It was smaller than Madison -;:
and Fond du Lac, !>!!! larger than Green Bay before it annexed -~ ~. 

Unlike the 19th century when the city was almost totally depcn· 
Fort J:loward, M"'litowoc and Keno~ha. ~~ 

dent on the I um bet industry, Marinette today has a diversified .-
industrial base. A jiiimber of industries have taken the place· of~7--~ · · , · ~ ·" ./ "v 
the old lumber companies along the f.iv_cr. The successors·of the:: j_r-:__· CJ;,,. _ ._ "\ J 

sawmills manufacture paper products, fire chemica~,- ~h_ip~::;,...':- ',;-JV'l",E"'r11..1\ ~ 
automotive parts dnd a variety of other items. -.-.- -=~ .~ .J. -1'1 l."" 

Among local points of interest are the University of Wisconsin-T ' . .: -· ~ 
Marinette Cente r, borne of year-round Theatre on the ~y pro- _ · ,:.·-=- · · 
ductions ... and the Marinette County Historical Museum on 
Stephenson Island a t the Interstate Bridge. The museum houses 
many coUeclions from pioneer families, Indian artifacts and items 
from the lumbering e ra including a model lumber camp. There 
is a minimal museum admission fee. 

I -Carl Krog, UW Center-Marinette 

WE ARE HAPPY YOU HAVE STOPPED HERE! 
Comt Back

0 

Often During Our Second Cen tury! --.--

1 . . ' . . .. 
I 

IOWUIO • TIIOl'WY l lll'OATI WORLD 
I 

U.S. HWY. 41, SOUTH 
MARINETTE 

ID 
• • ; T 

.. ' .. - . 
FARMER~ & MERCHA.NTS 

BANK , TRUST _ - -

THE BANK OF THE PE""-E ,,, 
SERVING BOTH SIOES OF THE RfYE/1 

GUSTMAN · 4@@-fi•_U 
CHEVROLET-OLDS-CADILLAC INC, 

-450 Bridge S t. 

Marinette 735-7483 
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'Mari nette Store 
/--I~o-bbed of Silh 

-o--

' &CJ 

l)isph~·i1q: ;1 n ifty l:t >de i11 the ~ L' 

ll'ctio11 of sill< ~lii1·ts, s1rn1e thief ur . 
tliiv\'Cs l\lond;iy 11i1~ht bro~e into the 
n IL' r1.· h u n disc st o r~ u f Ch a r i e :,; K. 
Pishv11, at .\l~ri11\..'LL '-', and c,1rriL·J vl'1 . 

mcrchandis(' valued at niore than · 

. $1000. No effort npparcntly wus 
' · made to crnck the safe in which then· 

wus u cons'itkru bl<.: sum o f money. 
Silk shirts seemed to uc the n1:ii11 ' 

nrticle of ,vc;1ring upparcl soug-ht br 
• the burg!ur, a numb1.•r of t!il':-;<: being- : 
t aken , togdhcr wi!l1 bolts of ~ilk 
drc~s ~~o ods, :, i l k hose, shoes, watches, 

c h P :{ f, J l' we l r y a n d I i k e u r l i c Jc. s. 
The roblJ1.'ry wu s reported lo the 

• sher iff's office but at the time thi s 
1 

wns written no clue to the . rol.Jbcrs 
h H d b 1.· t· 11 ( J l> ta i 11 e d . 

- --0-- -

-
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Mrs. Oswald Monreal, for 27 years postmaster at Marinette; 
recently took down her shingle there. But it w·asn't down for 
long. The next day she became postmaster at Youngtown. 

LEA YES MARINETTE 

Post master Shifts 
To Youngtown Off ice 

By THELl\lA HEATWOLE 
Gazette Correspondent 

GLENDALE, Nov. 20-After 27 years as postmaster in Mar
inette, Mrs. Oswald Monreal took down her shingle. 

But the next day she was back in the postal business in 
Youngtown, 2 miles away. 

As Youngtown, a community chiefly of retired people, de-
veloped, its 125 families con- · , _ _____________ , 

stituted a majority of the 
patronage of the old Mar-
inette Post ornce. 

TIIE NEW quarters are in 
Youngtown's only business 
building, which also houses 
a grocery store. Some 1,000 
square feet are devoted to 
the post office. 

·A native Phoenician, Mrs. 
Monreal originally became 
postmaster in line with help
ing · her husband operate 
Marinette's only gr o c e r y 
store. Thrnugh the busy 
years, she found time not 
only to rear her own 19-year
old daughter, Jiovie, but 
three adopted children, now 
married and in homes of 
-their own. · 

The most exciting event In 
connection with her postal 
duties was a deva.~tatlng fire 
In 1939 which destroyed the 
post office and grocery store. 

Christmas rush with the 
Marinette Post omce never 
presented much of a problem, 
But with growing Youngtown, 
Marinette, and surrounding 
farm area, the fourth-class 
office now serves some ~00 
families. Mrs. Monreal pre
dicted with pride that the 
post office would soon go-Into 
a third-class rating.· 

WILLIAM MASON, Phoe
n ix district postal manager, 
said, "We are happy to ac
commodate the patrons In 
the area with the new post 
office." 

He said .that when Young
town residents petitioned to 
have the post office moved to 
their community all patrons 
were advised of the change 
and given an opportunity to 
voice objeotlons. Not one ob• 
jection was received, Mason 
said, 
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~, MARINETTE PHOTOS ARE THE GIFTS OF 

~ AMANDA MONREAL DURAND 

Amanda grew up in Marinette, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs.Oswald Monreal. Her parents owned and operated the 

Marinette General Mercantile Store. In 1 930, Senator Hayden 
appointed Mrs. Monreal as postmistress and the post office 
became part of the store. Mr. Monreal served as Assistant 

Postmaster. 



GOODYEAR BUYING 
• NEW OOTTON LANDS' 

Purchase ot the town or ~rarlnette, 
ArJzona, fourteen miles northwest ot 
Phoenix, and 7,800 acres ot land 1Ld• 1 jacent. tor cotton growing, has just 

, been made by the Southwes~ Cotton 
company, a subsfdlary of the Good
year Tire and Ribber comp•nr. 

By the completion ot this -deal, th• 
tota1 amount ot land own~ _by 'th6 
company tor raising lo~~·s\iJle cotton' 
to be us,d . in t"b~¢ !.t>r ·~tomo~fl~ 
tJres has beeu_J.ncree~d to 36 OQ a.ct.@i; 
:\Jore. th~it ~'000 ·11cree atdt\J niw'h·ayt 
been lea.sed . f<'r future need'§' . .. "0! the 
56,000 . ,cr·es eon.troJI'ed; ·!'\~ut 30, "00 
a re under cult1vation- and producfn;J 
many .thousan'ds · o-! ~.aJe•...-9! . cotton 
annually. , _. · .. ~ --· ,. \ 

Homes similar t.0r-~o~e built by the 
company !or itit:.,J,&oo employes In the 
towns: ,ot Litchrteld and Goodyear tn 
the salt Rh·er Valley will be erected 
in llarin~tte for employets on the new 
pJantatlon. 

To celebrate the acquisition at this 
new tract. a barbecue ,vae given re
cently by the company to allow It~ 
emplo~e : to become acquainted with 
the :p,~pJe ot ~farlnette. 

The pioneer work done by this com
pany 1,n irrigating portions o! the Salt 
Rh·er · 'Valley and gfartlng the cu Itf
vation o! cotton In the heart ot an 
Arizona aesert marks one ot its most 
brilliant achievements. BesJlles own
Ing co(tOJl gJns and other equipment 
in Arizopa. another Goodyear sub
s id iary has gone into the Imperfa 1 
Valley · pt CalJ!ornia. and arranged to 
ta ke lart~ portfon8 ot the cotton yield 
Jn that.- tertile region. 

1'\'hU& the cultivated cotton does not 
begin to sµpply the company's present 
needs, thEt project baa been developed 
to car~ !<#' future requlrements, 

9 Q/>o,,,. -t,:;h,t T2 f-«11 ,Ca-it., -2 ~ J ti. i' 1 q 2D 'f' r7 
I)) 1/riftdlcc.. - XJ~r~tS', C: tnCl 


