
O.,,,en F. Childr ess 

Owen F. Childress of 
Phoenix is a vice-president 
of the Del E.. Webb Develop
ment Company, and proj
oct manager of Sun City. 

Childress was born in 
Detroit, coming to Ph·oe
nix at an early age where• 
he attended the Isaac Dis
trict school. He returned to 
Detroit for h is freshman 
high school year coming 
back to the Valley to attend 
Phoenix Union and to 
graduate from , Phoenix 
College. 

Childress first worked for 
a cigarette firm, but as he 
had been offered a chance 
to play professiQnal base
ball, he did so for one year 
in North Carolina, return
ing again to the cigarette 
firm until he was clfered the 
chance to work for the Del 
E. -Webb Corporation in 
1951: 

Holl ett of Sun City 
Sun City Phob Shop 

Starting as an officeclerk 
in the purchasing depart
ment, he advanced to as
sistant p u rchasing agent, 
and then wentintotbehous
ing department, handling 
financing and titles. In 
1960 with the starting of 
Sun City heworkedwiththe 
titles and closings depar t
ment of the title companies, 
and with· permanentfinanc
ing net only In Sun City, 
Arizona, b u t for Sun City, 
Callf., and Florida . 

In 1964 Childress work
ed a.s ,a,dm inistrative assist
ant to the .president of the 
'Webb Corporation, then in 
March 1965 he was ap-
pointed ·assistant to the 
trea:,-urer. In September of 
the following year he was 
appointed a vice-president 
of the Development Com
pany, and projectmanager 
of Sun City. 

·Childress married Marie 
Duncan of Phoenix in 1951 

I 
and the couple have three 
sons, Stephen, .Joel (Kip), 
and Paul. ·The boys are at
tending Phoenix schools. 

. . . .. 
Son Joel, or Kip ,tq his 

family and friends, pro-
I vides his dad wl th one of 

his ch ief hobb les, that o( 
managing a Little League 
h'lseball team. Kip is 

I 
pitcher for the Or~gewood 
School Orioles. Childress Is 
a ph otographer, and one of 
his prize pictures Is an ac-
tion shot taken at the 1963 . 
Rodeo which was accep t.u 
for publication In the Jan
uary.Sunset magazine.. 

The . project manager 
med liis school letterl:/ In 

baseball while attending 
Phoenix Union and l'hoe
~ix College. It wa:, while 
playing for Phoenix Col
lege that he was asked if he 
would be interested in play
Ing professionally, . which 
he did for one year. 

He -is a member of the 
Sun City-Youngtown Ro
tary Club_,- The Kiva Club, 
The Home 13uilders As!.O
cialion and the P. T.A. He 
was the fin;t sales manager 
for · Sun City and sold the 
first home in Sun City. 
Working with him at that 
time were· Bob Ditzler and 
Jack Hayd~. 

b~en Childressconsiders 
his luckiest break came with 
the opportunity to work for 
the Webb Corporation. He 
has r eceived, he said, every 
ow ortunity to advance, 
with counselling to attend 
night school in accou nting 
and business law. Said 
Childress," If I had it to do 
over, I would fo_llow the 
same line." 
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bed Cadli~. · lJJut' Jim nized and three fund . drives were 
gran<(er;~ ~and 'said CO!lducted in which $1 million was 
well Company WQUld raised. · _. 

~· million if _the ·.hoapital . Chappian founded the · Boew~ll 
the ~ U ft!!' .~md. . . . ,_ Auxiliary, with- 30 members, m. 

who•i u nof'involved order to help with the work. The: 
J,~ atJ1the· time, said a- . group now boasts more than 1,700'. 

riend suffert!d-•a"mild heart members. . I 
'i.ii),.~µn City. But by the ~qie The Sun Citian also compiled an· 
,.'~ ~~{l~ ~oenjJ hoapital, _extensive ' economic 'profile on .tl:te: , 
• . ~ n wo~ged ~d he later . community that he used to obtain.al 

. ;~! 1-i ~ ""···' ... ,, ' · · · $3.5 million bank loan . 
. '' : f~Y ~!'°ught home. how He served as pr~ident of the 
. ;~ 1 were. Chapman 881d. ·· hoapital board for .6 ½ years and 
·t1~ . when·· 

0

the· hoipiial: . remained on the board until 1982. 
••·:~Pr.~i~~~~• .Burr Welch,'. . He now serves as vice chairman. 

. liapman ~ to takeover. . of the group seeking permission to 
• tfacecl-wiilt the tremen- build a hoapital in Sun City West. 

" " . enge ot'taiilng· millfona of. · Chapman plans to diQiiniah his·, 
. J 1~ed f or-<:i0111trvction. community involvement soon, in : 
• -~ .., approached the prob-·,· order to spend more time with his; 
" tb-hia usual thorough meth- wif11- "the main reason Ie:itist." : 
· e:C:bmpiled the facta on what But don't expect him to disap- : 
J ~ed, then j>r•nted his, pear. · 1 

. ; fJ!.money. , , . , . . "I don't know w~at you ~111 
~~~d •out what~.the JOb II retiring. You can't retire from hfe.! 

~ l>u ,go out"'8Dd ge~; the beat Aft . ihoae years of experience and ; 
Je" people to. do the job." . knowledge go to waste if you just sit ; · 

h "ring committee W88 Org8• around." 
k.~·:>-"_'~ ' ·, . - - - --- - - -----·-· - ----
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Resid"entlends knowledge, skill 
to find cllre for dreaded disease 
By ANNE RYMAN 
Sun Cities Independent 

When Sun City resident W. 
Harold Civin entered the medical 
field, no o ne had heard o f 
Alzheimer's disease. 

Today, as a volunteer al the Inst
itute for Biogcrontology Research 
next to Boswell Hospital, he is 
involved in work that one day may 
lead Lo therapy for or prevention of 
one of the mos t debilitating 
diseases to su-ike senior citizens. 
, As a pathologist, Dr. Civin 

worked in Hawaii, Ohio and 
Michigan before he retired and 
moved to Sun City. He now 
devotes three hours a day, five days 
a week toward examining brain 
tissue under a microscope for signs 
of the memory-impairing disease. 
. A board certified pathologist is 

necessary to correctly diagnose 
Alzheimer's disease in the human 
brain and ensure the tissue is safe 
for research, says Dr. Joseph 
Rogers, institute director. 

"He makes a tremendous 
contribution.Without him we 
couldn't have a brain bank a nd 

Pathologist 
W. Harold 

Clvln 
volunteers his 

time at the 
Institute for 

Biogerontology 
Rosoarch in an 

effort to I ind a • 
cure for -~ 

Alzehimer's. -~ #p :< ;:;;, . . . 

without a brain bank there 'd be no 
institute. Rats, cal'> and dogs don't 
get Alzheimer 's so the only way LO 

study it is to look at human br.iin 
tissue." 

Dr. C ivin is the longest-serving 
of 16 vo lunteers who assist 15 staff 
members al the 6-year-old resea rch 
ins li lute. IL cons is ts o f the 110w 
unmanned Hoover Arthritis Center, 
the partially manned Chris topher 
Center for Parkinson's Researc h 
and the full y operationa l Roberts 
Center for Alzheimer's Research. 
In ho nor o r Dr. Ci vin ' s con tri 
bution, the patho logy center has 
been named for him. 

Dr. Civin became interested in 

the insti tute in 1987 after hearing a 
lecture o n the ins titute by Dr. 
Rogers. Altho ugh he had do ne 
volun teer work before in the 
rommunity, it w,L'> sporadic. 

"I !ere was a fiekl I could do a lo t 
of work in aud 1herc w as 
continuity," he says. 

I le even continues his volunteer 
work while away from the 
community. Dr. Civin has a micro
scope at his second home in 
P rescott so he can c ontinue hi s 
research while out o f town. 

In addition to the knowledge Dr. 
Civin lends the institute, Dr. Rogers 
says the p;nhologist is a pleasure to 
work w ith. 

" I le 's no t just a nice person but 
an n tra nice person and he has an 
acrivc and inquisitive mind." 
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loOnis·: ,,lof\k)cal -·artiSr•;,< ' 

Love· 
By JANICE TARLETON 
Staff writer 

For a half century now, Muriel 
Chapman has been weaving her 
way around the world, and for 25 
years, she's taught the weaving of 
the world to Sun Cities residents. 

Artists to housewives, Europeans 
to Egyptians have practiced-1 the 
centuries-old art of spinning and 
weaving thread into tapestries, 
rugs, linens, wall hangings, and 
even clothes. 

Weaving her way among · the 
table-top looms in Oakmont Recre
ation · Center, Chapman patiently 
instructs her students in the fine 
points of their first project, a 
sampler. 

' r 

"Setting up the loom was frust
rating and tedious, but ft was worth 
it," said Sharon Rushton, who was 
attending her fourth class. ·"When 
you get beyond that and do the 
weaving techniques, it's so inter-
esting." ' 

Joyce Kasper, a winter. visitor 
from Michigan, agreed that learn
ing to set UP. the loom was the 
hardest part, but "it's been fun ... 
you get such satisfaction out of 
seeing the pattern develop." 

After two classes, Kasper has al
ready decided she would like her 
own loom and would prefer 

,Southwestern designs. 
"I love taking beginners who are · 

kind of frustrated and don't know . · 

what to do and turning them ·into 
weavers who turn out beautiful 
weavings," Chapman said. She also 
teaches an intermediate class and 
voluntarily mans the Artistic 
Weavers room at the recreation 
center, offering help to whomever 
needs it. 

"We're doing here what they are 
doing all over the world/' she said, 
noting that each country or area of 
the world boasts a unique style and 
pattern. Swedish, Finnish and 
Canadian are just a few of the 
patterns represented in the 
placemats; potholders and linens 
for sale. 

An artist and former art teacher, 

. ► ~ee-Yo~thful. fascination, AS 



Youthful· .fascination prevails 
◄ Froni A1 

Chapman, now 90, began her 
study of the craft when she 
was 8 years old, observing a 
widowed Swedish neighbor 
who wove rags into rugs. "I 
used to walk by her place 
when I was going to school 
and I would stop to watch. 
Often she would invite me in. 
I loved it," Chapman recalled. 

It wasn 't until she was 
grown, with three children of 
her own, that she pursued 
formal training in the art. It 
included two summe rs in 
Europe where she learned 
about tapestries in heavily 
guarded West Be rlin. 

In addition to earning an art 
d egree from the Unive rsity of 
Wisconsin , she spent two 
summ e rs s tudying painting 
and Ihdia ink techniques un
der Frank Lloyd . Wright .at 

Ta licsan East, his Madison, 
Wis., home and studio. · 

With three various-sized 
looms set up in her Sun City 
home , Chapman weaves 
nearly every day. Widowed for 
20 years now, she said it fills a 
void. 

"Weaving is · my life," she 
said. "Making the fabric, the 
designs and the color is fas
cinating. While I'm working on 
something, I'm thinking of 
something else I want to do -
a new design." 

Though she enjoys all styles 
of weaving, Chapman said she 
prefers " the finer threads and 
lace weavings," mostly pro
ducing towe ls, table linens, 
stoles and clothes. 

Always learning, her most 
rece nt cou·rse was in Navajo 
we aving, but, she said, it is a 
craft best le ft to the tribe. ;,I 
feel like. I have no right to 

copy their weaving. There's so 
much tradition and religion 
built into it ... but it makes you 
unde rstand and appreciate 
their work more," she said. 

It's the learning, the teach
ing, the Jove of people that 
keep Chapman going. "I love 
teaching people from all over 
the United States and getting 
to know the m," she said. "It's 
important to get out with 
people." , 

Though she is ra ising up a 
whole n e w generation of 
weavers, none of Chapman's 
three children, five grand
ch'ildren or six great gra nd
children has followed he r to 
the loom. "They told me it 
looked so difficult they ne ve r 
wanted to get into it, but they 
love it and they'r e always 
putting in their orders for 

i m.ore," ·she said with a laugh. 
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Man of many· sports 
~un City athlete achieved success in baseball, golf and bowlin! 
ly MIKE RUSSO 
dependent Newspapers 

Years before Bo Jackson and I 
eion Sanders were making head
nes as t wo-sport s tars, Pe rcy 
oby" Chinery was exce lling in 
ee sports. 
A native o f Lakehurs t , N .J., 

hinery was a promi si ng fire
ailing pitcher as a teen-ager and in 
ter life became quit adept at golf 
d bowling. He will also admit to 
owing his way around a billiard 
ble, having once unsuccessfully 
iall enged the legendary Will ie 
osconi . 
"God gave me so me ta lent," 

hinery explained during a recent 
/view at his Sun City home. ' 

at God-given abili ty all owed 
e anky right-hander to fashion a 
ve-year caree r in the minor 
agues wh~lh.concluded in 1942. 
e did, howe~r. later return to the 
amond to play sandlot ball in his 
tive New Jersey. 
Chinery made his professional 
but in 1937, when, at the age of 
, he pitched for the International 
use of David, a team that barn

ormed primaril y in the South , 
aying town teams. 
Much like the more fam o us 
use of David nine, all the play

s we re bearded - with th e 
ception of Chinery. "I was too 
un g to grow a bea rd ," he 
ghed. 
His career got off to a rousing 
rt as he won his first IO games. 
triumphantly returned with the 

uad to play Jamesburg, N.J. The 
nds were packed with family 

d fri ends rooting for the home-
n hero·. 

Unfortunately, the story did not 
ve a happy ending. "They clob
red me," Chinery recalled with a 
n. 
The fo ll ow ing year, Chin ery 
yed closer to home, playing with 
ocal sandlot c lub in New Jersey, 
fore se tti ng o ut once aga in in 
39 to work his way toward the 
jor leagues. 
he journey began at the lowest 

g on the minor league ladder -

Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

Pe rcy "Toby" Chinery displays some of his prized memorabilia including a 
baseball autographed by Hall of Fame pitcher Bob Felle r and an Arizona 
Diamondbacks hat s igned by manager Buck Showalte r. Trophies attest to 
his proficiency as a pitcher, bowler and golfer. 

Class D. He toiled on the mound 
fo r Tupper La ke, N.Y. , of th e 
Vermont Northern League, which 
was an amalgam of semi-pro, local 
and collegiate players on summer 
break. 

" It was kind o f an outl aw 
league," Chinery said. The league 
served as the training ground for 
severa l future maj o r leaguers, 
inc lu d in g former Phil ade lphi a 
Phillies ace Robin Roberts, who 
played in the circuit during sum
mers while a ttending Mi chi gan 
State University. 

T he league a lso spawned 
Lawrence "Crash" Davis, on whom 
the Kevin Costner character in the 
motion picture "Bull Durham" was 
based. • 

Chinery enjoyed a successful 
season, fashioning a 5- 1 record for 
a last-place Tupper Lake team. 

Bolstered by his success the pre
vious campaign1·Chinery was look
ing forward to the 1940 seas oh . 
However, the euphoria was soon 
dashed when the Northern League 
revoked the franchises of Tupper 
Lake and neighboring Saranac 

Lake because the towns were too 
distaht from the remai nder of the 
league's teams, which were located 
in Vermont. 

Scrambling to hook on with a 
team , C hine ry s igned wi t h the 
Cornwall Kilt ies, based in southern 
Ontario, Canada. 

'They only played a few games. 
so I left them and moved o n to 
Olean, N.Y. ,'' Chinery said of what 
was to be his low point in profes
sional baseball. 

The manager at Olean was Jake 
Pitier, who was later to become a 
coach with the Brooklyn Dodgers. 

"All I did was pitch batting prac
tice for IO days; got blisters on my 
fin gers, and he re leased me, ·• 
Chinery sadly recollects. "I had to 
hitchhike home. I didn' t have any 
money." 

The nigl)lmar.~ of ,I 940 behind 
hi m, C hi nery e nthu s ias ti ca ll y 
embarked on the' 194 1 seaso n. 
which saw him go to spring train
ing wi th Co lu mbia, S.C. of the 
Class B South Atlantic League. 

During camp, he was brie fl y a 
team mate of fu ture major league 

pl ayers Clyde Voll mer and 
Rice. 

Vollmer played parts of 13 
sons in the major leagues with 
Cinc innati Reds, Boston Red 
and Washington Senators. 

Rice enjoyed an even lengtl 
stint in the big leagues. playing 
the St. . Loui s Card in 
Milwaukee Braves. Chicago Ct 
Baltimore Orioles and Los Ang• 
Angels. He played on pennant ,, 
ners in St. Loui s and Milwau 
dur ing his career. which ~pan • 
1945- 196 1. 

Still a little green for that J, 
leve l o f pl ay. Chine ry wa~ l 

patched to Greenevi lle. Tenn 
the Class D Appalachian Leagul 

Used sparingly, Chinery C< 

piled a 2- 1 record at Greeneville 
Though he did not get to pla~ 

much as he would ha\'e liked. 
194 1 season produced Chine, 
professional baseball highl ig ht 
he struck out Dale Alexander 
one-time American League batt 
champion. 

A powerful right-handed hitt 
outfielder, Alexander was a nat 
of Greeneville. which he ighter 
the thrill for Chinery. Alexan < 
had won the AL batting titl e H.I 
1932 with a .367 average wli 
splitting the season be t \\ t ~ 
Boston and Detroit. ::a 

"'He was a big man:· Chin, ~ 
said of the menacing fi gure pt1 ~ 
by Alexande r. " It was espec ia 
sweet to strike him out in his " S 
hometown.·· b5 

He remained in the Appalach 
League in 1942 but mo, ed (ll' 

p lay wi th the Newpo rt. Ten £ 
Cann ers. "They got tha t na ~ 
because there was a Stokley\ l :::o 
ning fac tory in town:· Ch in, --< 
said. • 

After start ing a disappointin!:' ~ 
4 , Chinery ran off fi ve s trai ~ ~ 
wins before the team foldecf ;it 111 >-< 
season. The league shut dcl\, n • 
teams in °Ne,~'.port and Greenn i 
to save travel expenses. 

Faced with the prospect of I ir 
ing a new team: Chinery hooked 

See ■ ATHLETE, Page I 

ove1< 
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It was in Elizabethton tha t "They o ffered me $85 a week," 
Chinery was a batterymate of catch- Chinery recalled. "I to ld them I was 
er Andy Seminick and the duo have already making $85 a week a t the 
remained friends. · naval air s tati on and was getting 

"Andy is a good friend," Chinery $ 10 per game playing for New 
said . "We still keep in to uch. He Egypt. So I turned it down ." A 
live in Melbourne, Fla." deci s ion which has ca used him 

Semi nick went o n to gain fame some ambivalence. 
as the catcher for the Philadelphia ' H ad he s tayed with Trenton 
Phillies "Whiz Kids," who in 1950 through the 1950 season, he would 
won the National League pennant have been a teammate of a rising 
and played the New York Yankees star - Willie M ays. 
in the World Series. During that VChinery said he sometimes wish-
championship campaign Seminick esihe had accepted the Trenton 
batted .288 with 24 home runs and offi:r. "I could have taken a leave of 
68 runs batted in. absence from the naval air station," 

Seminick received his pll to the he said. " It would have been great 
big leagues the following season to play with Willie Mays." 
and remained through 1957, com- At Lakehurst, Chinery used to 
piling a .243 career batting average. "'repair and paint blimps. 
He c rac ked 164 h o m e rs and Blimps were an important part of 
knocked in 556 runs. the U.S. milita ry effort in World 

Another teammate a t War II , according to Chinery. 
Elizabethton was Paul Minner, who "They used to use them to spot sub-
later went on to a 13-year major ma rines," he said . "They cou ld 
league career with the Brooklyn hover unde tected over a sub and 
Dodgers and Chicago Cubs. Minner drops bombs." 
rung up a sterling 18- 1 record with With the conclusion of the war. 
Elizabethton. the need for dirigibles waned and 

"He could throw hard," Chinery the station was phased out in 196 1. 
said of his tall , left-handed team- leading to Chinery's going to work 
mate. for Ocean County, N.J., at Toms 

In 1943, Chinery reached another River. 
low point in his career and took a He actually de parted Lakehurst 
job working at the Stokely canning on a disability. " I lost most of my 
plant in Newport. hearing from years o f work in g 

A bit homesick, Chinery returned around the li ghte r-than-air s hi ps 
home in 1944 and went to work at and a irplane motors," he explained. 
the Lakehurst Naval Air Station, He has only 3 percent of his hear-
famous for being the s ite o f the ing capacity in his le ft ear and none 
Hindenburg disaster in May 1937. in his right. 
He rem a ined there as an aircraft The hearing loss does not keep 
fabric mec hanic for the next 18 him from com municati ng with a 
years. legion of friends and family mem-

" I gave up baseball because I got bers across the country. 
tired of the traveling; the long bus One of Ma Be ll 's best customers, 
trips," he said. Chinery keeps the wires singing as 

Although he retired from profes- he places several call s daily to 
sional baseball, Chine ry could not renew relations with family and 
get the game out of his blood and friends. 
he returned to the diamond in 1946, " I make calls to people I know in 
pitchin g for New Egypt of the every state except Alaska," Chinery 
Central Jersey League, a semi-pro said. 
loop. Among the people he remains in 

The following year, Chinery close contact is his mother, Virginia 
hurl ed the Cornhu skers to the Murphy, who will celebra te he r 
league crown. I 00th birthday o n Nov. I . S h e 

He went 11-4 with a 1.08 ERA in resides with C hine ry's s is te r in 
the regular season but it was during Bayonne, N. J. 
the playoffs that he shone most bril - C hine ry has a lso maintained a 
liantly. re lat io ns hip with people in the 

He went 5-0 in the p_layoffs. fO baseba ll . realm, su c h as Al 
lead New Egypt to the title an.d 111 . , Campani s , .former Los Angeles 
the process tossed 30 con:;eculi ve,. Dodgers general nlanager; ,Tommy 
shutout innings. LaSorda, former Dodgers manag;r 

His play in the Central Jersey and Buck Showalter, manager o f 
League caught the attention of Bill the Arizona Diamondbacks. 
Mc Kechni e, an ex-maj or league C hine ry received a C hri s tm as 
manager, and George Case. former card from Showalter and one of his 
Senators' outfie lder, who offered mos t che ri s hed posses sions is a 

" It 's the firs t Diamondhac ks 
hat." Chinery proudly proclaimed. 
His son, Percy " Don" Chinery Ill. 
ge neral manager of an O t: t:a n 
Breeze , Fla .. 1clc visio11 s1a1inn. 
obtained the hat from Showalter. a 
native of ne ighboring Pensacola. 

In addi tion to Dun. Chinery has 
another son. Kenneth of Lakehurst. 
and two daughte rs, Elaine Smith. 
Lakehurst and Virginia fak. half 
Moon Bay. Calif. 

Retiring from Ot:ean Count) in 
1979. Chinery and his wife of near-
1 y 24 years. D o ri s . mo\·ed 10 
Laguna Hills. Calif. " I retired on 
Aug. 1 and on Aug. 2. I wa~ in 
California," C hinery said. 

It was in retirement that Chinery 
developed zeal for go lf and bowl
ing. 

He used to go If once a week 
while residing in Lakehurs t and 
carried a 12 handi t: ap . He al s o 
bowled 'in a league and had a 150 
average. Both st:o res dramatic:illy 
improved with an int:rease in play. 

In retirement. his bowling a\'er
age zoomed to 17 1. " I got belier as 
I got older," he chuckled. 

His best score is a 266. which he 
recorded on three occas io n ~ -
once eac h in Lakehur~t. Lag una 
Hills and Sun Ci ty. 

As much as his game advant:ed 
on the lanes. ii was o n the linJ...-. 
that he showed the gre ate ~t 
improvement. 

He trimmed that 12 handit:ap to 
a s ix or seven. '·After I trnl\ed to 
Cali fornia , I played fi ve or six 
times a week. Tha t" ~ \\ hen I got 
good," he said. 

He reached his golfing pinnade 
when he was nam e d the 198 2 
Golfer of the Year at Laguna Hills 
Golf Course. 

It was during that year that he 
shot his best round of golf - a (16. 

which in t:luded se ven birdies -
for which he rece ived a trophy. 

As a portent of the good fortunes 
to follow in 19 82. Chinen · rel!i,
tered hi s lone ho le - in - ;, ne 'on 
C h ris tm a s E ve I 9 8 1 at Lei s ure 
World in Laguna Hill ,. 

Arthriti s has ta ken its 10 11 o n 
both o f Chincry ·s knees and ha~ 
forced him to the bo wling s ide
lines. 

He has also s ubstantiall y c ur 
tailed hi s golfin g . hu t ret:e ntl~ 
demonstrated his old prowc\ ~ \\ hen 
he returned to the cour~e a-11d fircd 
a 90 at the Sun City South Cour,,;c 
after having hec11 idle lor a year. 

With hi s ph} ,, irn l ac ti, iti c~ 
reduced. Chinery spends his time 
watching sports on TY. and t:alling 
and writ ing to old friemb. 
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History observed from the human side, protocol was way of life for resident 
By YOLANDA MUHAMMAD 
Sun C~ies Independent 

As one who has walked 
with kings, she has still been 
able to keep the common 
touch. 

And it must be the same 
spirit of detennination that 
brought her to the Uniled 
States in 1923 from Norway 
when she was only I 6, that 
has placed her so near the scat 
of governmental power. 

Ingrid Carlson has a 
trustworthy face and the kind 
of easy manner that could 
make anyone feel at home. 

A Sun City resident since 
198 I, she lives with her 
sister, Solveig; and between 
·the two of them they look like 
they could knit a couple of 
sweaters, stitch together a 
quilt and bake up a batch of 
prize winning muffins all in 
an afternoon. 

Ingrid has had an 
opponunity few could boast 
of•· she has met and worked 
with every American 
President from Eisenhower to 
Johnson ... and a whole 
boatload of foreign rulers and 
dignitaries as well. 

Her job, for 17 years, was 
as a hostess at Blair House in 
Washington, D.C. •· the guest 
house where the President and 
First Lady accommodate 
honored visitors. 

When she came to America, 
her sister Solveig was already 
living in New York. \ 

"The only thing that was 
open for anyone who came 
over at that time was domestic 
work. I was lucky that I 
worked in the big houses in 
New York." 

A hard worker, her early 
training gave her a solid 
background to call on when 
she and her husband, Pete, 
moved to Washington. He 
was a construction worker 
who helped to build the 
Pentagon in the 1940s. 

"I gO\ tired of sitting home 
alone and I staned catering for 

the Stale Department - that 
evenrually led me to the Blair 
House." 

She says for 17 years she 
was part-time, on call for the 
big parties. 

"Then during the KeMedy 
inauguration, Mrs. Gainey, 
the housekeeper at Blair 
House, died very suddenly, 
and they called me in that 
evening and offered me the 
housekeeping job." 

Mrs. Carlson was head 
housekeeper until 1966 when 
she and her husband retired. 
For three of those years they 
lived in Blair House. 

Ask her for intimate details 
about her experiences with the 
Presidents and guests, and her 
diplomatic training goes into 
action. 

She will only say that they 
were all very nice and very 
cordial. 

Ingrid will, however, talk 
about the history of Blair 
House. 

It was built in the early 
1800s by a Dr. Lowell, Ingrid 
says. And Blair was a 
newspaper man from 
Kentucky who bought Blair 
House in the 1830s; and his 
son was the Postmaster 
General under Abraham 
Lincoln. 

It was during WWII that 
Blair House became the guest 
house because there were so 
many visitors, there was not 
enough room in the White 
House for all these extra 
people. 

Eleanor Rooscvel~ Ingrid 
says, insisted that she have a 
guest house. 

The house was bought 
complete with furniture, 
silverware and china from the 
Blair family. 

"It was a cozy home and 
that was the way they aied to 
keep it," Ingrid says. "It was 
a home away from home for 
the visitors.· 

The household staff was 
only four people, with about 
18 on call, pan-time workers. 

At a fonnal dinner they 
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could serve 30 people at one 
table. 

Ingrid says it's impossible 
to talk about her experiences 
with visitors to Blair House 
because "that was where they 
relaxed •· it was their home 
when they were in the city. 
And they were all very nice, I 
must say. We never had any 
trouble." 

But she has complete 
respect for their privacy and 
would nO\ think of telling any 
of the many stories she has 
filed away in her head. 

The parade of potentateS 
included King Hussein of 
Jordan, King Saud of Saudi 

··-i 
Arabia and the King of 
Denmark. 

In a small glass case in the 
living room, Ingrid has a 
collection of medals, 
mementos, gifts and awards 
from her service at Blair 
House. 

There are two beautiful fans 
made of feathers, a blue green 
one of ostrich plumes given to 
her bv the ruler of 
Madagascar, and a delicate 
white one decoraled with 
feather flowers of reddish 
orange from Panama. 

And there are two intricately 
carved white ivory bracelets 
given her by the first Prime 

Minister of India, Nehru. 
Ingrid goes into her room to 

bring out a strildng indigo 
blue and golden thread shawl 
also given to her by Nehru, 
who she says was a very 
gentle man. 

And she has a pair of 
golden slippers given her by 
the daughter of the Prime 
Minister of Fonnosa. 

A festive place to be, she 
says parties went on almost 
continually at Blair House 
between the visits or the 
world leaders. 

When she and her husband 
retired, they rerumed to 
Norway. She lost him there in 
1975. 

"So I kept on going forth 
and back until I moved back to 
the United States in 1979. 

"And I am glad I came 
back. I was an American 
citizen when I came back •· I 
would never give up my 
citizenship." 

Ingrid is active in the Sew 
n' Sew Club and her church. 

Content with her routine in 
Sun City, she has a full life of 
service 10 her country and to 
her credit. 

INGR ID CARLSON 
stands next to a display case 
with mementos from Blair 
House. Below, she sirs with, 
her sister, Solveig. · 

Laurie Hurd-Moore/lndependen1 
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Hospital honors 
area fund-raiser 
By MIKE GARRE'rf 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - You can•t tell 
the history of Walter 0. Boswell 
Hospital wilhoul first talking lo 
Bill Chapman. 

The first thing Chapman will 
tell you is that you can't tell the 

·' history of Boswell Hospital 
wilhoul knowing lhe history of 
Sun City and lhe tremendous 
talent living in lhe community 
al the lime plans were being 
developed lo build lhe hospital. 

Chapman, 88, is retiring from 
active service to Sun Health 
Corp., after 22 years. Sun 
Health is the non-profit parent 
company of Boswell Hospital as 
well as Del E. Webb Memorial 
Hospital in Sun City West arid 
other area health ca!:ll-'1acilities. 

Chapman is described as "one 
of the best friends that health 
care in lhe Sun Cities and 
Northwest Valley ever had" by 
Haakon Bang, chairman of the 
board of Sun Health's volunteer 
board of directors. 

Chapman, then a Frigidaire 
Co. sales manager, fi rst new 
over the future Sun City s ite in 
the summer of 1959. The com
muni ty opened in January 1960 
and Chapman retired to Sun 
City in 1964 from Los Angeles. 

Now living in his sixth Sun 
City home with Margaret, his 
wife of 65 years, Chapman is 
also credited with being the 
biggest fund-raiser Sun Health 
Corp. ever had, directly raising 
more than $6 million and in
directly millions more. 

His contributions include a $3 
million grant from the Del E. 
Webb Foundation for Webb 
Hospital and a $1 million J.G. 
Boswell Foundation grant for 
Boswell Hospital's recent ren
ovation. 

Chapman, who was honored 
by more than 150 communi ty 
and hospital leaders at a recep
tion · Wednesday in Boswell's 
Memorial Hall, will be elected 
to corporation member emeritus 
status at the annual Sun Health 
Corp. meeting in April. 

"He has worked tirelessly for 
years to assure that residents of 
these communities not only 
have locally available health 
care services but also have the 
best care possible," Bang said. 

"Bill truly is an excellent ex
ample of the commitment and 
vision that our board members 
have exemplified from our 
pioneering days to the present." 

Aust in Turner, former Sun 
Health Corp. president and chief 
executive officer, said the two 
things that stand out in his 
mind about Chapma n include ". 

Dally Notl•Sun photo by M ikt G1rr .. tt, 

22 YEARS OF MEMORIES - Bill Chapmon and his wife, _. 
Morge, look rhrough scrapbooks of newspaper clippings . ." 
oboul Woller 0 . Boswell Memorial Hospital. The retiring 
Chapmon was honored Thursday for his fund-raising efforts-:• 

. . l11s wonderful rapport with 
the Boswell 'family and the ar
rangements with them to pro
vide more than $6 million in 
contributions towards the hos
pital over the years. 

"The other thing is he just 
has such a positive and con
struct ive attitude towards 
everyth ing," Tu rner · said. 
"There isn't a mean bone in 
him. My experience with him 
~a~ that if we had a good idea, 
rf rt was different and it was 
something we could do to im
prove things, he was ready to do 
the things that needed to be 
done. He was very supportive of 
others and didn't interfere with 
them doing their jobs." 

Chap m an's official in
volvement with · Sun Health 
dates to early 1968. But he fi rst 
started the wheels turning in 
1966 as president of the Sun 
City Recreation Centers by 
conducting community surveys 
on the need for a hospital. He 
also served on the Sun City 
Home Owners Association 

board. 
In April 1968, he was elected . 

president of the volunteer board ·. 
of directors of Sun City Com-'' ; 
munity Hospital Inc. to es-' 
t.ablish a hospital. Ground was,: 
broken later in 1968 and Bos-, : 
well opened in November 1970. , · 

Chapman continued as presi-, • 
dent unt il October 1974 and ' has 
been involved since, serving as, -
a Sun Health board member . 
and vice chairma n of Del E.'; 
Webb Memorial Hospital's' 
founding board. 

His association with the hi--.• 
erarchy of Del Webb Corp., de- ,.• 
veloper of the Sun Cities, and a 
close friendship with James G .... 
Boswell, president of the J.G., 
Boswell Co. and Foundation,_·· 
has allowed him to gain access 
to "a tremendous amount of in--• 
formation" about the Sun 
Cities. 

Chapman's said he has a l- -
ways oper ated by tapping . 
someone talented when a need , 
arises and then just let one 
thing lead to another. 

.... 
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Witness to history 
Sun Citian devotes half century to nursing profession 

By LAURIE HURD-MOORE 
Sun Cities Independent 

Nearly six decades of advances in the field 
of medicine have played before the trained 
eyes of local resident and nurse Mary 
Callahan. 

The Sun Citian can recall a time when 
surgical intruments were washed and ·used 
again and when hearts were not so easily 
replaced. 

She's also known killer diseases - from 
the once-incurable scarlet fever to today's 
AID's epidemic. 

Mrs. Callahan, who still works in her 

profession after 55 years, says she began her 
studies in nursing right out of high school. 

"I went into it (nursing) at the age of 17, 
after high school. I took a three-year diploma 
course, working 10 hours a day, at a hospital 
in New York City - Manhattan. It's a large 
hospital, in fac t it's mentioned frequently in 
Danielle Steel's books," says Mrs. Callahan. 

The resident says she entered nursing to 
achieve a higher education. 

"I figured this was one way I could do it 
and not have it cost a fortune like going to 
college," she says. 

Once she finished with her studies, Mrs. 
Callahan began work in the area of surgery. "I 

always found that very fascinating," she 
says. 

She left surgery only to marry a doctor, 
Edward T. Callahan, and assisted him in his 
obstetric and gynecological practice. 

The couple moved to Sun City in 1974, 
where Dr. Callahan died three months later. 

Mrs. Callahan went on to work for 16 
years at Valley View Hospital (now Vencor 
Hospital) in the intensive care unit. 

A little over a year ago she joined the 
Sun Health Corp. and now works in home 
health services. 

In reviewing her years spent in the 

See NURSE, Page 5 
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medical field, the rcgistercJ nurse 
says "strangely enough," 
procedu res have not changed a 
great deal. 

"I found that the b::isic concept of 
any procedure I was asked to do 
didn't change that much - it's the 
materials we used because we didn't 
have plastic at all. When I started, it 
was strictly the clays before plastic," 
she explains. 

The nurse says she remembers a 
time when intravenous tubing was 
made of rubber. 

"What shocked me when I fi rst 
went back into the hospital was 
people just threw things away," she 
says. 

"When I was in surgery, we used 
to re-wash some dressings and boil 
them. We patched gloves and used 
them again," she adds. 

Mrs. Callahan saw nursing from 
yet another angle when she visited 
China in 1985 with a group of 
fellow nurses. 

She found Chinese medical 
workers using much of the s:imc 
equipment she used at the 
beginning of her career. 

"The girls (the American nurses) 
were big-eyed you know saying, · 
What arc t!1cy doing?' Ami I said, 
'It's not so many years ago that we 
did that.' 

"It was interesting to sec it again. 
It :ill looked very familiar." 

The S un City nurse says she 
recalls a time when open heart 

surgery was not attempted and only 
about a dozen basic drugs were 
available for use on patients. 

"When I was in surgery, they 
were just beginning to really go into 
the chest cavity, to do lung surgery. 
Now we think nothing of going in 
and replacing hearts," says Mrs . 
Callahan. 

In the earl icr days of nursing she 
says, there was much less testing 
equipment available. 

Doctors listened with the ir 
s te thoscopes to make thei r 
diagnoses. 

"The pharmacopcia - we only 
had about a dozen basic drugs. 
Sulfa wa'> just coming out," says the 
registered nurse. And when all else 
failed she adds. they prayed a lot. 

Epidemics, such as the outbreak 
of AIDS, arc not new to nursing, 
according to Mrs. Callahan. 

"In those days, we had a lot of 
diseases t)1at weren't under conu-ol. 
You had scarlet fever. 

"And because you didn' t have 
penicill in or anything like that, 
pneumonia was bad. There was also 
meningitis." 

Anot he r major disease was 
syphilis, a contagious venereal and 
often .c·ongenital disc::ise. 

"I can't understand all this nap 
about not testi ng people before they 
get married for AIDS. For years, 
eve rybody had to take a 
Wasscnnann (a test for syph ilis) if 
they were goi ng to get married." 

From Page 1 

A look back ... Mrs. Callahan, 
left, and a friend during the 
1930S. 

She s:iys much like having 
AIDS, there was a stigm::i attached 
10 having syphilis. 

"Out a lot of people had il and 
rather than let it sprc:id .... " ~ 

Asked if she plans 10 retire from 
nursing Mrs. Callahan responds, 
"When I fi nd something I wou ld 
rather do. Tha t's what I tell 
cvcrybocty. 

"I still have not found anything 
that I would prefer doing." 
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's •,;-,,l1p: e i ·sees' ' : ' 
t~lning sta r:~ 

-- -.--.•• -~,. < • -h 
Olllong yoyt . 
l ' ' 
ijy JACQUE PAPPAS ' · 
t>aily'News-Sun staff 
-~.SUN .CITY - William and Margaret ' Chap
ipan' ~i·f '~njoying the!r golden_ years by, helping 
studentsj!uArther their educat10n. :. 
: . •:T~e~·e 1 are so many ki_q.s . wl}9, hav.,e the pote
µtial to 9e useful citizei;1s but can't go to s~hool . 
~~cau~e ·it's too expe~sive. We decide_d to help. 
{ome 1of, them by giving them ~ c~ance_ t_hey 
might \ not have had otherwise, Wilham 

£,!iap1J.{~!1 , said. . • , .. , .;... .. _ . 
•;,. ·After many years of planning,· the Chapmans, 
1of Sunt.City1 established a , scholarship fund in 
1 thei{· names' in 1989. ·, · ;-· t.7 
I: . Sinqe,·, then, they have gi ve,n dozens of itstu. 
I neht's "to' further their education in r,ursing an'd 
1 

. th fi 'd i'' . . .. , I b er,. ~e~ s. . .,,,., . • ,_, .. 
: ~· 01r,;r~es!fay I t he Chapmans a,~arde'ti :four 
, more scbolarships - three for $1,500 and one 
: for ·$1.obb. . 
• .. ...lf. • 

• · The''tecipients were: Bonnie Roberts, 'who has 
! 'completed her first year at the Boswel.l School 
lo( N~rsihg; ,Travis Smit}]., a Cactus High Schoo) 
•gi'aciuate 'who will ' attenil Northern ·Arizona 
! un'ivei·sity in· the· fall: Dean DeBoer, of the 
: Arizona· State University College of Nursing; 
: _and Li~3t Stallings of Mesa Community College. 

: : ,.The Chapmans honored the scholarship win
: rie1•i.H1i-nd · thei1' • parents -at .•a luncheon at the 
•'Union~Hl111s•Countl'y Ch.1b:-:~,. 
: : ;!) ¼)i~ ~~~ . . 
, - "Wf} want to give these ·kids all the motiva-
1 ti_on ·we,!can." Chapma.1; Sfl,id. "Y.,e tho~ght the 
' b1ggest1problem for . many,students is that most 
I .scholar~liips .. are for perfect grades · or 'people 
l who: excell in sports . . We. -.yant~d to ~E:IP those 
1 kids who are not,. able to· get a ll As because they ! spend so· many houi:s:·{vorking to·,put themselves 
• tl\rough''school. " · •·'.' .,.,_ .. ,,.. ·· , . .' •. 1t_r : • 
• . • . t . r-. 
: .. ·:-'William Cha.pma~ worked .for Geriei;l Motors ·. 
jifor 32 years and was president of the Recreation 
:tc ~n~ers, of Sun City .iA 1967 and" th~ .,first 
, president · of the Walter 0 . Boswell •Memorial 
::Hospitall board of directors, now -Sun ' Health 
b 

'.J ,.,. 
oaru.,\, 

~ - Mai•garet Chapman was one of the original 
~ou,9qers of the then Boswell volunteer auxili-
~ry. ·'.:.j . r 11. 'i .... t1 , r.: i, ~~1 .:r 1 

li: J'he ·Qhapmans, who do not have children. 
t~ecict, ci,., long ago to give their life estate to 
l,fvd~n. ~ striving to further their educations. 
:;--- _Th_1~e: years ago they founded the scholarship 
~r.usf{_ .so they .,_coµld • s~e for themselves the 
~ ~nefit:it gav.e studei:its. ;· · ' 

~ : "W:~i(;i~_~_j by,;of it becaus~: w~~re a)_i.ye to 
~e~ ,'. t}i~~ good the . scholarship does:. for these 
f tudel'l~$,'.' Chapman said .. " It makes us feel 
~-~_tty_ ltood .. ~r.iq,.~,I;; wis,~ m,ore .,.l_qc~_J t:?sidents 
w uld:i,iQ t_he,•&!IA't:x. /\lit•. :}··. ',, ' . 
l;~ he.,s_cholai•ship winners ~re selected by the 
Jund~s:s1x-membei: board of directors. · •.·1 . ·~ , .. . ~ 

Wednesday, May 27, 1992 



Frances Gui>(ino/ Daily News Sun 

Margaret and William Chapman of Sun City look over o scholarship 
certificate to be given to each scholarship winner during a luncheon Tuesday 
at Union Hills Country Club. ' 
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.£~l'L~~.¾ .~~t,, Sf\in~µg .,~~r. 
>'·slightest hesitation Chabela . mittee foundin&:the Pho~f\ix , 
_1:_dipped her spoon into the soup, .,.;. Symphony, she was ii leader· in 
:<: and knowing it was·considered a Communi_ty ChestCamp~gns, .: 
J ct~icacy/gulped the'eye down· as :"·: plus being one of.the f~unders of . 
~:.if.fhvet_tfat.' tlfoice morsel.· An -< the .S¢tts<laleJ>lay~~n~en'_act- ,: 
.• ; tl'acadeiriy award performance I II . ; :ing iri :several of the company's ': 
h Slie:camed ',ifoff to perfection·. 1. · ~~prodtictions::Since becoining:.\an~ 
i }f,l!!}:~~m~~µ~th. Ho_te· ~ Lon.- i1 artist she:h~.design~~q~~~~-~ 
\~do9.r nQ hot Englan4; Canada, · : ~ ·c_ards (or,:m.apy organ1zat1ons;·:, 
r~1she\\lmP% '1he middle" of seven . f and also1illiistratea a.children's? 
tttlitiat~.l~ef l'aiher -~ ing'•i{rail- i )i~_o'. . k; :~i~p~ff grinlii"oris:i !°'Yh~cf i 
f11roacl· buildef ~d 'oil'well drilling ··. ~r:w~ $17 000 foi, tqe· Children'fi 
·,.~1'i!.•·'· · , , . ··'.b.:l{•'··I.'. · ,, ., ... .. ., . i i . ''· •ta1· -~ ,., ...... , .·, 11-;::·~ 'i' • I i : ~~~n.tracto.-,:..:._ 1_s 1ortunes.\,\ler~-e1:-: ·.· t · Hosp1 .: · .~:.1 ·i'(;:J,:t~l1tilt'. './. •·:. ( · :_::1 
i.i/ tliijE::reifsl:or'fatriine." Imagine . ;.'·_·. ,Oir' th'e•~p:ers6'nal' .si d~\ : 
(ftiein1g1t>fferecl'-an interest in the '-

1
· :.Ch~laj~·'.yeiy~~~iplihed, hav?) 

i:ij6·~ginrifrigs;oftheFord Motor_: ::.i:ing;gi\>en•iijf hijyy;C()ffeedrink:..·f 
tiea~P-~~:AA.f~~i~g 'it1 down, J; ing;t'.i§1~· 1µr~e.t"i she'~! ~af s':, 
?fW\t~;Ji~~~-~~al se~se.ofhum~r · 1-.. ha.9;~ '.~uf advocate o_f exe~~•.se ·, 
:~.~Chab'ela now tlnds-1t very '.amus-: :· and d1et,rand her.schedule m-: 
~i1ing}1?,\H1f 1

·~~; • 1i' !; .:·,.• .\. · ..... , .... ;. 1 •. eludes arisihg eacl:i'rnomitig atS; 
-:jf.";~1;fhe'family moved first to .. am, A few years ago she rode a 
J.Calg~,1Alberta;'and _in_· 1914 to .~. speed~at dpven_p_~chute_· tooo _· 
>·tn·udintam~; Calif. where Eliza- · feet into the air above a Mexican · 
) beiti became the outstanding ten.: ; . Beach. ·_with her. greaj. optipiisni" 
? ii!fi>,l#.~~\~jh~i~igh school .. ~er . . ,and J)OSi_tiye -?,~~l.o~~}~~ life_. __ ' 
) \~Jij¢-s1ster; Kathryn·was the .. art • when ~ked,lu~w ~e is; wheJber··. 
:WpfofJs~~r''aifd Elizab·eth ein'-· ; .. i feeling firfo '<>r!riof scdine; she ·_ 
'.1~-.bfii:Recfoii a'career'~'a, columnist ·. i/always r~nds; 1'Fmitasticl 11 < .·: 
J\Huiil;reporter for the:San Mateo ::n\<!•~ No rni.d.sfllag~tfdchir'lady;· 
,,.1_1~i~es. Opetd_ay·'when she-heard ,_ .-here; just'an; irispiriiig;•uplifting · 
:-t:>ate·ctiird giyeti by'Lewis Haas, · :. woman of ·great' t~l,ent'.'wlfo · 
._!:.,the S1:1n.Fr~ncisco Ch'ronicle's · spreads' joy· w~~rever·she goes. · 
:i'.bl.J.,',iries.•finanager, she knew im- . Chabelal _, ·· ,, .. ·: : , ·. · '•i ··. ·' • · 
1)ri;ecliijtely-he;was .the man she . i • .• • . 

/,wante<{to'.rnarry.t She did just 
,>:ihatJ1d 93~iiJfCarinelB.y the ·• ·s· ..... ... ,.i . , , ... ;u,1 --, .. ,., . " , •... . ·. 
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Sylvia 
Cartsonis 

Hometown: 

Family: 

Inspiration: 

Self Portrait: 

Toms River, NJ. . . 
. ' ♦ •• .-• 

• I 

Husband; five children 

"Minnie ff.arlow was a good 
friend. Sire always urged me OIi. 

· I was active in social work 
.before I ever knew Minnie. But 
she was very important to me in 
the:Sun Cities.,.. 

I 

"/ 'm a social worker. To me tbat 
means advocating for the needs 
of people who can't speak for 
themselves. I've always wanted 
to be a social worker. It's some
thing I enjoy doing. It gives me 
a lot of personal satisfaction. " 

Director gives 
time,' talents 
to seniors 
By RUTHANN HOGUE 
Staff writer 

S 
ylvia Cartsonis starts each day with a cup 
of hot coffee and a perusal of the morn
ing newspaper like most everyone else. · 

But that's where the similarities be
tween ordinary folk and the executive director 
of the Sun Cities Area Community Council end. 

Cartsonis commutes daily from Litchfield Park 
to her office in Sun City. It's a ritual that started 
12 years ago when she decided to devote much 
of her time and talents to the council. · 

" It was an important challenge," Cartsonis 
said. "The council had already been formed by 
volunteers who lived in the Sun Cities who saw 
the need to develop social services here. ·The 
city was promoted as active retirement, yet 
there were people who had significant needs." 

When the project became overwhelming, they 
hired Cartsonis, a professional social worker, to 
pick up the slack. Her responsibilities gradually · 
grew from a half a day each week to her current I 
s~atus, which she ciesc_ribes as more than ful.l 1

1 

time. And these days, instead of merely taking 
over where others leave off. she runs the place. · 

Clutter from a recent health and beauty fair 
filled her office during a recent interview and 
seemed to reflect the countless hours of prepa
ration that no doubt went into making the event 
successful. 

But Cartsonis' work is generally more serious 
than skin care tips and setting up performances 
for the Sun City Porns. 

Jewels in Cartsonis' crown since she came on 
board with the council include close in
volvement with Interfaith Services, the Vol
unteer Bureau arid Sun Cities Area Transporta
tion. She is especially proud of her hand in 
developing the Olive Branch Senior Center. 

"We researched needs and developed services 
to meet needs of an aging elderly population 
who could no longer manuever a recreation 
center," Cartsonis said. 

Another successful project was the Happy 
Nooners lunch crowd for people between 90 and 
100 years old. The program was meant to be 
temporary until the Olive Branch Senior Center 
opened. But those who participate enjoy it so 
much that the program stuck. 

"They become very close, fast friends," ·cart
sonis said. "The people have gotten so bonded 
to each other and they have outlived relatives, 
so this serves as a family for them." 

For those who need help around the house 
there is the Wake up/fuck in program. One hour 
of personal service is offered in the morning or 
at night, which ever is most convenient, for $8 
an hour. 

"It's allowed a lot of people to remain at home 
who need a minimal amount of he lp," she said. 
' But the program Cartsonis is most proud of is 

the Guardian Review Project Early in her ten
ure with the council she noted abuses of the 
elderly who were wards of the court. 

"The law provides that people who are ap
pointed as· guardians of those wards are to be 
reviewed once pet year," Cartsonis said. "That 
wasn't happening." 

Cartsonis looks back on the development of 
each program fondly. . 

"They were hard to achieve, but wonderfully 
rewarding when it happened," she said. 

That doesn't mean there aren't still things to 
be concerned about and challenges for Cartsonis 
to tackle. 
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Happy feet 
Sun City runner 
gets ready to 
defend title 
By RICH BOLAS 
Sports editor 

Mary Lou Carlson always won
dered why her husband enjoyed 
running. 

"He'd c ome 
into the house 
during the win
ter with icicles 
hanging off of 

Arizona 
Senior 
Olympics 

him and his cheeks would be all 
rosy," sa id Carlson a Sun City win
ter resident from Minneapolis. "So 
I put on my tennis shoes and pedal 
pushers and gave it a try. 

"I came back with shin splints 
and my thighs hurting and I still 
didn 't understand it." 

Nearly 20 years after that in
auspicious beginning, Carlson is 
hooked on running. 

The 70-year-old runs between 
three and s ix miles each day and 
10 miles on the weekend. She won 
a gold medal in the !OK event in 
her age bracket at the 1996 Arizona 
Senior Olympics. 

"I just gradually increased how 
far I ran and eventually began to 
like it," Carlson said. "Then I went 
out and got some running shoes 
and I felt like I was running on a 
cloud." 

The Arizona Se nior Olympics 
begin F e b. 21 with opening cere
monies in Sun Angel Stadium in 
Tempe. There will be 27 sports this 
year, including road races at Sun 
City Grand in Surprise. 

Carlson said she runs in all kinds 
of eyents and all kinds of weather, 
from a 5K in Scottsdale to the Bos
ton and New York marathons. 

"I think I like the 5Ks the best 
because they're ove r early and I 

1 still get to meet all the people," 
said Carlson who spends her sum
mers as a volunteer at the Mel
pomene Institute. 

The Minneapolis organization 
studies the e ffect exercise has on 
women's bodies. 

Carlson ran her first 26.2 mile 
marathon in Duluth, Minn., and 
later ran one in Minneapolis. Her 

Steve Chernek/Doify News-Sun 

Mary Lou Carlson hos run in two Boston Marathons as well a s the 
New York Marathon. She won the 1 OK eve nt in he r age group at the 
1997 Arizona Senior Olympics. 

FYI 
WHAT: Arizona Senior Olympics 
WHEN: Feb. 21 through March 8 
WHERE: There will be 27 sports at 

various locations throughout the Valley, 
including Sun City, Sun City West and 
Surprise 

REGISTRATION: Deadline is Friday 
INFORMATION: 261 -8765 

ability to handle the increased 
mileage convinced her to try the 
Boston Marathon, the sport's pre
mie r event. 

"I wanted to run it because that's· 
every marathoner's dream," she 
recalled. "But it was actually a 
disappointment. 

◄ From C1 

mile and walking every hill. 
"It took us six hours, but we 

were so elated when we fin
ished." 

Ca rlson will have to defend 
~e r Arizona Senior Olympics 
t itle on new territory this 
year. The lOK was run in Sun 
City West in 1997, but has 
been moved to Sun City 
Grand. The event will be run 
on March 7. 

"Del Webb is our primary 
sponsor so we try to have at 
least one event in our spon-

~ sor's location," said Irene 

"They ran out of medals for the 
participants and when we crossed 
the finish line all they gave us was 
yogurt - with no spoons." 

Despite the unpleasantness, 
Ca rlson's daughter convihced her 
to return to Boston in 1996, whe n 
the event marked its 100th an
niversary. 

"We decided we would run to
gether, but my daughter didn't tr ain 
for the event," Carlson said. "She 's 
a good skier, but it's not like train
ing for a marathon." 

They both made it across the fin
ish line, but made allowances such 
as walking one minute of every 

► See Organizers move, C4 

Stillwell. executive d irector of 
the Arizona Se nior Olympics. 
"That's why we moved the 
road races to Sun City Grand." 

For Carlson, the l0K event 
is just another chance to make 
new friends and get some 
exercise. 

"Running is a social event 
and it gives you self
confidence and self-esteem " 
she said. "Plus you get to ca'11 
yourself an athle te." 

VF 
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A Name to Know 
She has given her time so 

others might have a hot meal, 
find a good book or get finan
cial help. 

Mary Callahan, a 26-year 
Sun City resident, has served in 
a number of capacities during 
the last quarter-century. 

A former secretary and 
librarian at her childrens' 

school, volun
teering has 
been a part of 
her life for a 
long time. 

U p o n 
moving to Sun 
City in 1974. 
Ms. Callahan 
immediately 

set to work, using her nursing 
and administrative expertise for 
the benefit of Sun City resi
dents by working on numerous 
projects and programs. 

A self-professed "book 
lover," Ms. Callahan took a 
place on the Sun City Library 
board, serving as president for 
IO years, organized and direct
ed the Home Health Services 
for her church for her three 
years, and worked as a board 
member for the Sun City 
Community Fund, which gives 
financial help 'to Sun City resi
dents in need. Sun Health also 
benefits, since Ms. Callahan 
volunteers at the Sun Health 
record office once a week. 

A member of the Sun City 
Meals on Wheels board for 
over IO years, she is now the 
nutrition chairperson. She also 
coordinates meal deliveries to 
more than I 00 homebound res
idents and occasionally brings 
them to the doorstep herself, 
something she has done for 
eight years. 

" I have been here for 26 
years," she said. "I have to give 
back to the community. 
Anything that helps others 
makes you feel good." 
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Sun City \VOtnan elected to 
top post on statewide board 
By Jeremy Pearlman 
Independent Ne wspapers 

The re is not much room to 
eat on Margaret " Peg'· Chew 's 
dinning- room table. Pape rs and 
files cover most of the table 's 
usable surface, leaving litt le 
room to dine or do much of 
anything e lse. 

To eat, Mrs. Chew has to 
shuffle the items around to cre
ate e nough space. 

Recent ly elected to the top 
Arizona post of a Catho lic 
woman's phi lanth ropic and 
spiritual organization, the Sun 
City reside nt is inundated with 
mate rial for the job. 

Despite the massive amounts 
of pre paratory items she has for 
the position and the work sti ll 
to come setting up said materi
al, she is happy to have been 
chosen for the position. 

" It's very awesome," Mrs. 
' Chew said. 

mother before her, Mrs. Chew 
is a member of the Catholic 
Daughters o f the Americas - an 
in ternationa l organizatio n 
started by the Knights o f 
Columbus in 1903. 

" It 's my way of g iving back 
for all the wonderful things 
God has given me," she said 
about her membership. 

Joining the group 43 years 
ago while liv ing in Ill inois, she 
believes the o rganization is one 
of the best-kept secrets in the 
c hurch. 

Pho10 by Jeremy Pearlman/lndependenl Newspapers 

Margaret "Peg" Chew of Sun City was rece ntly e lected to the top 
Arizona post for the Catholic Da ughte rs of the Americas. 

Paperwork is no t only placed 
on the tab le. but more of the 
stuff can be found in boxes a 
few feet away on he r living
room floor. 

" I have to get my obligation 
j obs done first but I look for
ward to doing (the job)." 

Like her grandmother and 

" Be ing a membe r of the 
Catho lic Daughter~ is like hav
ing a American Express c redit 
card - you can go anywhe re 
with it," Mrs. C hew said. 

The Catho lic Daughte rs of the 
Americas mission is to strive to 
e mbrace the principles of faith 
work ing through love in the pro
motion of j ustice. equality and 
the advanceme nt for human 
rights and human dig nity for all 

mankind . 
O n June I. Mrs. C hew took 

office as the Ari?Ona Regent for 
the Catholic Daughters of the 
A me ricas. Servin g- in a s imilar 
capacity as a p(esident. Mrs. 
C hew will pres ide over a board 
tha t oversees 2 1 local chapte rs 
known as courts - for a three 
year te rm. 

As regent. Mrs. C hew wants 
to he lp the di ffe re nt courts w ith 

any problems they may ha ve 
and assist the courts in their 
many prograr:ns. 

The re arc approx imate ly 
1,230 members th roughout the 
s tate, w ith nearly one-third li v
ing in the Sun C ities area. 

Mrs. C he w wil l be the fi rst 
res ident of Sun C ity in 20 years 
to serve at th is post. 

" I th inJ.... she will be a good 
regent,'' said Barbara Bro1,~nan . 

a me mbe r o f the Catholic 
Daughte rs of the A me ricas. 
··Peg is very dedicated and a real 
hard worker." 

In add ition to Mrs. Chew\ 
e lection. Ma ry Early o f Sun 
City was re-elected to the state 
board as its treasurer. 

For more information about 
the Catho lic Daughter~ of the 
Americas. call 977- 1007. 
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Veterans' vanguard earns Kachina volunteer honor 
PATRJCK ROLAND 
DAILY NEWS-SUN . 

When the phone rings, 
George Cushing ' does 

. whatever he can to help. 
That can do spirit is 

what earned the S~n 
City West man the pres
tigious Hon Kachina 
award for community 
volunteerism, which he 
will receive Oct. 13 in 
Phoenix. 

"I want' to help any 
veteran in need, wheth~ 
er it is to help them get 
cqunseling or apply for 
benefits," said Cush
ing. a Vietnam veteran 
and retired Senior Mas
ter Sergeant of the Air 
Force. "Families of dis
eased vets aren't always 
aware of everything they 
can get." 

Among Cushing's con
tributions are the nu
merous funerals h e con-

ducts each 
month. 

" W e 
provide 
an um
brella type 
serv ice 
for any 
co mrade Cushing . 
who has 
passed away," Cushing 
said. 

After a 23 year career 
in the military. Cushing 
retired in 1994. He and 
his wife moved· to Ari~ 
zona in 1999. Cushing 
quickly took on several 
leadership roles at vol
unteer organizations. 

Driven by patriotism 
and a strong work ethic. 
Cushing oversees groups . 
of volunteers and orga
nize·s and coordinates 
numerous programs. 

He is commander of 
the Northwest Valley 

Veterans Association, an 
umbrella group of 14 vet: 
eran's organizations that 
promote patriotic inter
ests and provide as~is
tance to a pproximately 
6,000 veterans and their 
families. 

He manages a·team of 
volunteers that ary-ange 
for Memorial and Vet
erans Day programs at
tended by· thousands of 
people. 

As past district com
mander of American Le
gion District 11 , Cus,h
ing managed the work 
of 16 posts that also aid 
veterans and their fami
lies. He is responsible 
for rallying vet erans to 
attend about 3,750 mili
tary burials a year at the 
National Memorial Cem
etery in Phoenix:. 

No veteran is turned 
away. When a home-

less veteran died on the 
streets of Phoenix this 
year, Cushing tracked 
down the man's es
tranged children and ar
ranged for 20 veterans to 
be at the service. 

Cushing serves · on the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
State Memorial . Squad 
with more than 1,500 
hours of service. 

He also supports and 
raises fun~s for the Vet
eran's ·Administration 
hospital and the Arizona 
State Veterans Home . He 
volunteers in the hos
pital gift shop and is 
an on-call driver for the 
Northwest V.A. Clinic. 

Outside of his work for 
veterans. he is a member 
of the Surprise Sundanc
ers that staff events at 
Surprise Stadium. The 
money the group saves 
the city is u sed for proj-

ects like the new Dream
Catcher Park for special 
needs athletes. 

For his service to vet~ 
erans and the communi
ty he was iqclucted into 
the Arizona Veterans 
Hall of Fame in 2006. 

Cushing said he was. 
honored and humbled to : 
receive the Hon Kachina 
award. 

"I ~ant to give bacl~ to 
my ftllow veterans ~nd 
help the _families and the 
community remember 
the gift they gave to their 
country." Cushing said. 
"They were willing to give 
it all, and many did." 

Patrick Roland can be 
reached at 623-876-2522 
or proland@yourwestval
ley.com. 
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Hats Off To ... 

'Mr. Sun Sity' created mold for volunteer 
As Sun Ci1ians approach vol

unreerism for the 2010 Sun City 
50Ih anniversary celebraIion, 
volunteers take their cue from the 
serious lime and effor1 1h01 post 
volunteers have given towards 
the success of previous anniver
sary celebrations. Volunteers of 
the 50th and prior efforts will be 
saluted in this monthly column. 

By Marilyn Holley 
and Darrell Bradshaw 

This month. the "Hats Off" 
salute hon·ors Sun City resident 
Doug Caravaggio - referred to 
by some as "Mr. Sun City." 

To Mr. Caravaggio volunteer
ing in the Sun City community 
comes as naturally as breathing. 
His involvement in the 40th an
niversary celebration, as a mem: 
ber of the board at large, stands 
as his commitment to give back 
to the community he lives in and 
loves. With passion and intensity, 
Mr. Caravaggio approached the 
securing of sponsorships for the 
40th anniversary from local busi
nesses, politicians, sports figures 
and celebrities using his "sell it" 
attitude. He became a major play
er in the sponsorship/donation 
game and he succeeded. 

In the end it was the communi
ty that won. They were rewarded 
from his persuasive salesmanship 
with many high dollar donations 
and sponsored events. With these 
successes the 40th Anniversary 
Board, after all was said and done, 
was able to donate two vans to 
the Sun City SCAT program and 
deposit $100,000 in Sun City Civic 
Foundation's bank account. 

For the Sun City 50th anniver
sary celebration Mr. Caravaggio 
has shared his book of sponsor
ship contacts, donation informa
tion and media clippings with th_e 
50th Anniversary Board - infor
mation he hopes will be useful 
as the board moves forward with 
the planning of the 20 IO year-long 

celebration. 
Mr. Caravaggio was living in 

Detroit in 1969 when a friend 
returned detailing a vacation in 
Arizona and reported he fou'nd 
"heaven" in a place called Sun 
City. Never one to be out of the 
loop, Mr. Caravaggio traveled to 
the Valley to see for himself what 
Sun City had to offer. It did not 
take him long to see the light and 
in 1969 he purchased a Del Webb 
one-bedroom vacation apartment 
and began getting to know the 
community. 

When he decided to purchase 
the two-bedroom duplex where 
he and his wife happily reside to
day he met and had a few words 
with Del Webb about the length 
of time it was taking to complete 
the construction. In the end all is
sues were resolved betwee'n he 
and Mr. Webb through a round 
of golf. 

When Mr. Caravaggio came to 
the community he brought energy 
and enthusiasm. He kept' up that 
pace since his arrival. He states 
casually that when he decides to 
devote his time and effort it is at 
11 0 percent. This is obvious by his 
involvement as a current member 
and past president of the Sun City 
Men's Club, holding that position 
for three consecutive years. He _is 
also a board member of the Sun 
City Democrats. 

In Mr. Caravaggio's personal 
life , after a 4I-year courtship he 

married his wife Betty Soos. Ac
cording to a newspaper clipping ... 
about their wedding, Mr. Cara
vaggio stated his excuse for not 
getting married sooner was that 
"Betty wasn't sure I was the right 
guy." In true 110 percent Caravag
gio style, they celebrated the long 
awaited occasion by repeating 
their vows four times. 

Originally married in Las Ve
gas, they returned to Sun City to 
repeat the ceremony at the Sundi
al Recrelltion Center. Jerry Colan
gelo, then owner of the Phoenix 
Suns, arranged for them to repeat 
the vows during a Suns/Los An-
geles Lakers game televised on Submitted photo 
ESPN. And, finally, they returned Doug Caravaggio 
to Detroit for a ceremony and 
party with family and lifelong of the work and dedication de
friends. . . · · voted to ,.,the 40th anniversary was 

Mrs. Caravaggio retired from well worth it. As much as the 40th 
tea~hin_g school_ in 19~6. Her 0 ~- anniversary celebration benefited 
gamzallonal_ skills ~ss1sted their from the Caravaggios' efforts, they 
household m ke~pmg order of feel they are the winners because 
the many appointments! con- of the fond memories and many 
tacts and_ donallons regar?mg the friendships that are theirs forever. 
40th anniversary celebratmn. She They advise and invite all Sun 
stat<;,s th~t .. she w_as an assistant to City residents to give back to the 
the sell it man. . . community by volunteering and 
. Mr. Carav~g10 ?fficially _re- getting involved. They suggest 

llred as a~ mternat1on?1 umon starting now with the planning of 
represent~llve for th~ Umted_ A~to the 50th anniversary celebration 
Workers 1~ _I 9&9. _His negollallon slated for 201 0. 
and bargammg skills proved to be 
a boi:ius for Sun City as he sought 
prospective sponsors and dona
tions for the 40th anniversary cel-
ebration. . . 

Individually they both hold 
their own, however together they 
make quite a team. The_ Cara
vaggios' energy and enthusiasm 
about the Sun City community is 
to be admired. They repeatedly 
state the community was good to 
them and they owed a pay back 
in return. With all the amenities 
and wonderful lifestyle they enjoy 
in Sun City, they believe volun
teerism is the way they could say 
thank you. 

Both are quick to point out all 

Editor's note: Ms. Holley, a 
real estate ·associate with Ken 
Meade's Greenway office, is a 
volunteer for_ the 50th Anniver
sary Committee and serves on 
its community involvement and 
ways and means committees. 
Mr. Bradshaw is also a real es
tate associate with Ken Meade 
and is a volunteer for the 50th 
Anniversary Committee. They 
are looking 'for Sun City volun
teers associated w ith the anni
versary celebrations to be recog
nized through this column. Call 
Ms. Holley 01 623-505-8743 or Mr. 
Bradshaw 623-8/0-9183. 

< 
'TI 

(fl 

n 

1-lj 

tT1 
:::0 
(fl 
0 
z 
► t'"' 
H 
,-.:i 
H 
tT1 
(fl 

g 
C 
C) 

n 
► 
~ 
< 
► C) 
C) 
H 
0 



VF SC - Personalities - Daily News-Sun - 2.21.2012 

SUBIAlmD PHOTO 
James Crain, 89, holds the U.S. and Navy tlags given to him during a recent ceremony at Banner Boswell Medical Cen\er by 
Hospice of the Valley honoring his military service. From left: Grain's wife Janet; Tom Fenner, military liaison for Hospice of 
the Valley; Rob Humphrey, CNA with Hospice of the Valley (standing); Grain's sisters Lucille Dick and Betty Walley and Grain's 
nephew John David Walley. 

Impromptu ceremony 
at Banner Boswell 
honors Blue Angel • 

STAFF REPORT 

James Crain of Sun 
City was surprised re
cently to receive a mil
itary honor. during a 
recent stay at Banner 
Boswell Medical Cen
ter in Sun City. 

Crain, 89, was hos
pitaliZed for a broken 
hip when his caregiv
ers from· Hospice of 
the Valley honored 
him with a special 
tribute. 

Tom Fenner, mili
tary liaison with Hos
pice of the Valley, 
performed a small cer
emony to conunerno-

rating Crain's service 
to the country as a 
member of the Blue 
Angels Squadron. He 
presented Crain with 
a lapel pin and flags 
representing the Navy 
and United States. 

After the ceremo
ny, Crain shared sto
ries of serving in the 
war. Staff and Crain's 
visitors held out· ·cell 
phones so family mem
bers 1n other states 

. could listen in. 
"We had a great 

time in the B l ue An
gels," Crain said. "I'm 
proud of what I did in 
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Local man fondly remembers 1940s Forest Service stint 
MARC BUCKHOUT 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

I 
n 1944, 16-year old Harold Colfman went 
from a high school student working as an 
usher at the local movie theater in Lafayette. 
Ind .. to building trails and fighting fires in 

t e forests of Montana. 
In 1942, as the United States· involvement in 

World War II intensified, the Civilian 
Conservation Corps was abolished by Congress. 
Created as part of Franklin D. Roosevelt's New 
Deal. the Conservation Corps had at one time 
enlisted 500,000 men to build roads and trails to 
make the forest more accessible. With a large 
majority of those men sent off to war, the Forest 
Service turned lo high school students to pick up 
the slack 

Coffman, 74, recounts a number of his 
adventures during his first trip in 1944 and then 
the summers of 1948-50. after serving in the 
Navy. in his recently published book. "This Is 
Our Forest." 

"It was an opportuni ty of a lifelime," Coffman 
said. "l was just a dumb city kid who had rarely 
been outside of the city. It sounded very exciting 
and quite adventurous." 

After his wife. Marrie. encouraged h im lo begin 
writing about his life. Coffman wrote on a 
number of subjects but his experiences in the 
Cabinet National Forest in Montana and 
Clearwater National Forest in Idaho stood ou t. 

"I had some friends of mine read about my 
adventures working for the Forest Service and 
from their posi tive response I decided to go ahead 
with a book." he said. "It was a very interesting 
and educational experience. The book is a ser-ies 
of vignetles abou t people I met d11ring that period 
of mv life." • 

Jack Minton. a Peoria resident who has known 
Coffman since their high school days together. 
and went through similar experiences working 
for the Forest Service. said the book has wide 
ranging appeal. 

"Obviously I enjoyed it because I had similar 
experiences, but I think anyone that enjoys the 
outdoors or adventures would like reading it," he 
said . "Clearwater is a great area. 1 spen t my 
honeymoon there and my 50th anniversary." 

Coffman·s story begins ,vith his cross country 
train trip with a high school friend on their way 
to Missoula. Mont. 

"It was such a smooth ride and the scenery 
was spectacular; great forests of huge white and 
vellow pine trees. balsam firs that looked like 
giant Christmas trees. rocky, craggy mountains 
soaring into the sky to be topped with snow. 
mountain streams tumbling down the hillside. 
Seeing all U1is for the first time was simply 
breathtaking." (Page 7) 

Once the two arrived in Missoula they went to 
Guard School where they learned llie ropes of life 
in the forest: map reading, navigating in the 
woods and fighting fires. 

After returning to Lafayette for his senior year 

of high school. Coffman spent two years in the 
Navy. In 1948, Coffman joined Minton in the 
Kelly Creek Ranger District of the Clearwaler 
National Forest in Idaho. 

One of Coffman's most vivid memories of the 
a rea came on a day while he was working on 
Hidden Creek trail. 

After clearing and rebuilding a trail for hours 
removing brush that had overgrown the path. the 
two came to a clearing. 

"The first grove was perhaps l 00 yards wide 
and ran from high up the hill right down to the 
creek below. The firs t thing that h it us was the 
fact that it was so quiet. Out where the brush 
was so heavy, it seemed real noisy, but in the 
grove there was an awesome s ilence." (Page 86) 

"ll was like walking into a cathedral.'' Coffman 
said. "We were so awestruck by these huge 
cedars. we sat eating our lunch without saying a 
word." 

Coffman and h is wife moved lo Sun City 20 
y~ trs ago. Minton and his wife. Bettye. live in 
I(oria. This past summer, the two couples 
,.,cationcd in Rexburg, Idaho. On July 29. 
l\.linton and Coffman left their wives in Rexburg 
tc, camp in the Kelly Creek Ranger District once 
again. In five days, they visited a lol of th eir old 
haunts. but came away with mixed feelings. 

"It's not the same place it used lo be," Coffman 
said. "IL broughl back a lot of fond memories. but 
il has changed quite a bit. There a re so many 
111ore people there now and it is so much more 
>kcessible than it was a t one lime. That's where I 
tame up wilh the title of the book. We both 
.~elfishly wanted to know what a ll these people 
were dojng lliere. We said, 'This is Our Fores t."' 

Co.Ifman's book. "This Is Our Forest" is 
available in paperback from Ha/Mar Publications, 
10128 Shasta Drive. Sun City. AZ 8535 1-1 204. 
The price for the 122-page book is $11.95 plus 
$2.95for shipping and handling. 



STEVE CHERNEI(/[,/ Y rlEW'., q 1t1 

Harold Coffman recently sel f-published a book about his experience working for the Forest Service in 
the 1940s. He maintained tra ils and fought _fires in Idaho and Montana 
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Sun City's 30th anniversary 
celebrations ,, will continue 
thrcn)ghoµ_t ,,, the year. In 
keeping •· ytlth the obser
vances, 'the Independent will 
focu~, t rom. time to time, on 
some, .. of the individu~ls, 

uslnessJ establishments and 
vents· th.at helped mold the 
atlon's prew ier retirement 
mrpunity. v 

1 
• 

· i · 1,-~r. 
' ' .Y PEG KEITH 

un Cities lndeJ>.E!ndent 
1'1' '~). :'° 

1 It < J1► 1 

' ! 
With t~e P,ioneering spirit, I 

_hil and s~utti' Compton were 1 
ong the first 75 people to , 

')novo to Sun City. . l 
f · There were seven jobs waiting I 
for ~m afle_r they arrived - but 
Mr. Compton never filed an ap- . 

· plication for employment 
\ ' Whe[l th!!Y moved into their 

ome, Jan. 1, 
1

1960, retirement 
· , and only retirement, was on their 

, Jllinds. • · -~ 't • · 
1f • "I don't' like · to move," says 
:. Mrs. Compton. "We've been 
· right here, ever since." . 
• · With a nod toward her hus-

band, >, she. continues, "Mr. 
' Compton's feet get to itching 
• once in a 'while. He likes the four 

seasons, fall and winter. But I l' 
, don't like the cold weather." ·_-,._,,,.,. ,,. " 
. · He returns the nod with a smile 

.' and picks up the conversation. 1 . , ~ .. 1 .• , , 1 , ,~ ., ., f : j 
· i'When I retired as a postmaster , 11 ' , • ~ 

in Nebraska I wanted to go back · "Thomas G. Austin (Wc!bb's i when the office opened.· ' · l \J 

:to Idaho, where I came from. activities coordinator) •was•my ~ The special cachet cover· was ::+ 
, "But some friends came to visit first boss, here in Sun City," Mr. sponsored by the Arizona Society 0 

us.' They were going to Arizona, C~!11pton sa)'.Si ·" 1' ' ' . of Topical Philatelists and Dell E. j 
, and invited us to go along.". Mr. Austin. ~as a dollar-a- , Webb Development Company. : : 
'.'' Mrs. Compton continues "It year postmaster for the govern- J ' · • •·" •· ·' ' • , 
''Was 64 degrees, here, whe~ we ment." ' ·", , 1 ~ "Del Webb ,had to build the \J 

'' rriy~d ;,.,.~pringtime with flow- '.' The first pos~ office, i_tself, 11. post.office, hirnself,~~says Mr' ,s-
'. ~- • ,'? ·,..11 ;~ij· . ..., was notable, as 1t opened m the 1-Compton: : • : !-.1 •i11 ;lf ! ,. ~ •:'I~ 
·" . "I coulwi'.t imagine. It •Was 28 i ~·gift_ S~OQ Q.f ~~OranMlvenu~ r ~ Mary"O~rre

1

tso~ •'wa~ -cttm -
t degrees below zero with snow 

I 
shopping center drug store, Apnl clerk+ as a paid employee ~ a

·."·n Nebraska.I, ', l ' • 4, 1960. . I ,'I. I .,. '.by the'post offi~." ' I ,r . ll \ 
' ,Mr. Compton hadn't intended ' The re~t, al~o: ij~~ I~ <\?ll~ar •a ' It wasn't 1all wori po 1pl '7i 

~

' ·-~ I to work,when they came to Ari- 1· ye, ar. I . r ~- 11, ..• ,. though, for\ ~PSC1 Pioneer ~\J 
1 ' .., , Th ll ... ti • l i • t I i ~ f\~ t ' - i '-. ' zona, but work .was something · ere w _s, a , spec1a J,,tlrees. 1 ./.~-. _., ;,,'.:;.-,·,:~~.' 

1
,., -t 

~ at sought him out. . commemorat' ~., s~ml? issued,:, ··"We ha 
1 

' :· • )'-' 

1.Hecontinuedhis carccrinSun . '{I' ~' .11!-~ ·.t 1'. I,\· .'1.f.11 
'ty and in the:surrounding area, - · 
ith posW positions in contract 
/flcesA 'i ·~, •·, · 
·"Het1)1ad ' to) work in the ~~ 

a~_ofijces, because he was . 
"red, ·ex~ Mrs. Compton. , 
'W,hen h~ fi,nhllY'{CJ~red, he -

~orked m several places; for · 
; . 

~~~ 
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weath~i' ,' warm friends • 1n 
when we first came," says Mrs. alogs and other bulky items that 
Compton. \ loaded his shoulder bag. 

"There were 75 of us; then it He put in for a transfer to Ne-
got to be 350. We all knew each braska and got quick action: a 
other." •; ··t clerk's position at Hastings. He 

Before · long, though, Mr. worked his way up to the post
Compton accepted an assignment master's position. 
on the West Coast. Mrs. Compton had her own 

"Del Webb sent us there for career with the telephone com
two years, to the first post office pany. On stonny days the com
in Sun City, Calif." pany transported her to the 

There was a different atmo- office where she handled the old
sphere in the Golden State, says fashioned switch board. 
Mr. Compton, recalling that, "I remember one day, there 
while they knew lots of people was a big explosion at the Navy 
and made lots of friends, things depot near Hastings," she says. 
weren't the same. "A fussy woman called to 

"Many of VJe retirees in Cali- complain that the Germans were 
fomia considered us an intrusion, here and were blowing up her 
of sorts_:•·he says. house. All of a sudden, my own 

"The attit!,Jde was that there windows were dropping out'. 
were pleniy of people there who "There were explosions two 
could have done the job as well different times, at the Navy de-
as I did." • : · pot." 

The Comptons (she's 93 this Sun City was a welcome 
month; he'll be 94 in May) were change from Nebraska, but it 
born in Iowa and were married in took time to adapt. , 
1922. He's a World War I Navy The Comptons fit into a 
veteran. ' • familiar pattern. As a pioneering 

They moved to Idaho after couple, they cut family tics and 
they were married and he became left old friends behind. 
captivated with the outdoors, the The couple has a daughter, 
Snake River, the "wide open son-in-law and two grandchil-
spaccs,"1; , _and spectacular dren, living near Guadalajara, 
scenery. 1 ~ Mexico. She's a violinist 

Carrying a postal route in (Eastman School of Music grad
Twin Falls proved to be uate), teaches and travels a great 
tircsome,'though. deal. 

He didn't relish the twice-daily "My daughter wanted good 
mail delivery, with Sears Roe- weather all year," says Mrs. 
buck and Montgomery Ward cat- Compton. "Guadalajara never 

!1 

: r ·), 'l~ .<lli11l. 
·, . , .. l/f• 
tf.• r -!t._ · ~· • 

1r ;n. -~ · ·. trl · 
Sun 1~itYi~:t,i}i 

) 

gets colder than 64-65 degree's, · 
But the altitude's too high, for 
me." 1~ " ' 'J ff'., l';: 

Was her da9gpter's musical , t'-
talent inherited? 71 ' 

1 
1~

1 

Not at all / the Comptons 1 , 
agree, although Mrs. Compton 
adds, "I used to sing in the choir. i~. 

"But our daughter had polio as, .ii, 

a child. We started her with the ';.• 
violin when she was 5 year~ 
old." · '- , 

Being a pionee~ has its joyouJ ' 
moments. There are sorrowf1.1l. 
ones, as well. ..,. ·.: < ':· v 

Mrs. Compton recalls starting ·, 
the first Canasta Club in her '· · 1 
neighborhood.! Mr. Compton- , · J 
didn't play, but was an enthu~ij . !{. 
as tic golfer. ,• •'f l ". • 

"So many of those old friend ;· ~ 
have passed away," says M{S.' ,\,-, 
Compton. 1 •• r. f ·, ~ 

"Sun City has changed a lot, - 'I , 
When we first carrte, everyone' -:l 
was young. We were 67th and , ~ 
68th; in the United Church. We · 1• 

don't go much11any more. ,'flce · 
don't drive." . · l 

They look back.' with pleasure, 
though, at three decades of Sun 
City experiences: . 1 i 

"Changes . .'. time marches ... ~ 
progress. You can't stop any of 
it," she says. ', ·' 1 

"Sun City's been so much fun. 

.I 

Even though you grow old, you: 
settle in, but still get around a bit.1 

And you always have neighbors' 
and friends. ;~- I · ,~ 

"I love it here•: · 1tf.: :J• ,,1 , I 
! ff~ 
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Popular Bell supervisor calls it a career 
By JEANNIE JOHNSON 

Daily News-Sun Staff writer 
.S-~-15 

SUN CITY - The reaction by Sally Muntean , 
, pool monitor at Be ll R ecreation Center, to a vis it 

by the newly re tired Dick Coopma n says it all. 
"Well hi , Dick," cried out Muntean , as her 

fo rmer su pervisor toured the fac ility. "We sure d o 
miss you !" 
· "He d id such a wonderful job. You know, he not 
only worked for Mr. Warfie ld (cente rs Ge neral 
Manager Jim Warfie ld), he worke d for his em
ployees. I f I ha d a problem T could g ive Dick a 
call and he wou ld be right ovt . . " 

was so pre tty. I was statione d there in 1953 wh ile 
I was in .the Army. My wife wants to go to Ire land 
because s he's Irish. I imagine we 'll try and m ake 
a t rip the r e soon." 

Origina lly from P rospect, Ill. , Coopma n worked 
as machinist. H e moved to Arizona in 1982 a nd he 
a nd his w ife spent e ight years in northwest Ari
zona in Lake Havasu City. The y moved to Sun 
City five years ago. 

" We wanted to get ou t of Il linois," he said. "We 
wante d to go to California , but it wa s too ex
pe ns ive. A frie nd of ours said t ry Lake Havasu 
City, and we fe ll in love with it a nd built a house 
the r e . After awhile , it got too c rowd e d and was 
too far frorr eve rything, so we decided to move to 
Sun City." 

Mollie J. Hoppes/ Doily News-Sun 

Former Bell Recreation Center superintendent 
Dick Coopman 's bell has rung for retirement. 

While Coopman said he misses t he "great peo
ple I wor ked with," he doesn 't m iss the ,respons i
bil ity of r un ning the la rgest r ecreation cente r in 
Sun City with a s ta ff of 28 and a budget of ne arly 
$600,000. He turned in his s t a ff badge March 31. 

" I reached 62, a nd I decided I wanted to d o a 
lot of traveling which I love to d o," he said. "I'd 
like to go back to Germany because I thought it 

A mon ito1 :1 os ition at Marinette opene d up, and 
Coopma n accepted it. Shortly the reafter, h e was 
offered a ful l-t ime positio n working on one of the 
golf courses. 

► See Partiality toward, A3 

■ From A1 

Coopman \\·as only at that for three 
\·eeks when the Bell Recreation 
' e nter staff need ed a lead man. 
~our \veeks later. Coopman was the 
11 pervisor. 
The respons ibil iti es of the supe r

isor va ry from ma inta ining all 27 
1crcs to ad dressi ng complaints by 
Ja trons. In the more than four years 
1c worked as supe rvi sor. Coopman 
a id he never had a ny catastrophes. 
''The only catastrophe we 've had a t 

Bell was a leak in the roof of the 
social hall ,'" he said. "They brought a 
crane in to help fi x it. and the leg of 
t he cra ne caved in th rough the 
blacktop and broke a 6-in ch water 
ma in. But that just happened a fte r I 
had reti r ed . I su re am glad I wasn 't 
he re .·• 

His bias doesn 't sh ow at a ll when 
Coopman compa res Be ll to the othe r 
rec reati on ce nters in Sun City. 

"Ifs the la rgest. the prettiest , it 
has the statue of l\lr. \\" ebb, it has the 
largest exerc ise room. the most ten-

nis courts, the best sports fac ility 
an d bowling a lley. and of course, the 
ni cest employees," he said with a 
smile. 

N ow that he's tu rned in hi s em
p loyee badge, Coopman hopes to put 
on a m embership b adge and make 
use of the facilities he worke d so 
ha r d to maintain. H e's looki ng fo r
ward to participati ng in a varie ty of 
activiti es. 

" I want t o get into line d a nc ing,'' 
he said. 'Td like to try ·my hand at 
s ilvercr aft. I a lso want to pl ay some 

golf and take up bowl ing again. I a lso 
do a lot of woodworking at home 
which keeps m e busy." 

Stepping into Coopman's shoes is 
r ecrea t ion ce n te r s vete r a n Mike 
Mars hall. H e served as lead man 
unde r Coopman for near ly five years. 
Marshall said he has big shoes to fill , 
b ut he 's e xc i te d to accept the cha l
lenge. 

·Td like to pi ck up whe r e Dick le ft 
off." he said . "I'd like to continue the 
improveme nts he·s mad e to the in
s id e and outs ide of the fac ility." 
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A Name to Know 

Eraine Copeland is hap
piest when she is active. 

Whether it is taking a 
morning walk or spending 
a day at Boswell Memorial 
Hospital volunteering, 
Mrs. Copeland has invari
ably enjoyed keeping her
selfbusy. 

At 96 
years 
young, 
this 
desire has 

', not 
• changed a 

bit. 
"I have 

always 
been active," Mrs. 
Copeland said. "I don't ever 
pause to think about stop
ping what I do." 

Mrs. Copeland has been 
volunteering for the last 40 
years, at ,,her church, care 
centers and a senior center 
gift shop. 

Since moving to the 
northwest' Valley six years 
ago, Mrs. Copeland has 
dedicated herself to the 
volunteer needs of Sun 
Health. 

She currently works an 
average of five hours per 
week at Boswell handling 
mailings and assembling 
Vial of Life medical-infor
mation capsules for the 
community. · 

"I don't mind volunteer
ing at all," Mrs. Copeland 
said. "Everyone appreci
ates my volunteer work, so 
I keep doing it." 

Mrs. Copeland is not the 
only member of her farnlly 
to be a Sun Health volun
teer. 

Her son Marv volun
teers at Del E. Webb 
Memorial Hospital. 

"I was real surprised 
when I found out he was 
working there," Mrs. 
Copeland said. "But I'm 
very happy he is. We get go 
to a lot of the same meet
ings together." 

For more information 
about volunteering at 
Boswell Memorial Hospi

. tal, call 876-5387. 
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S.un Citian finds solution to hearing problems 
Western Electric retiree United Presbyterian now working on antenna 

Roy Corderman~as de- churc_hes have installed systems for different 
veloped a device that can Kodacast. Willowbrook uses, such as in drive-in 
enable those with hearing United Methodist Church theatres and mµseums. 

Roy Corderman and his Kodacast outfit. ·· Staff Photo by Stephen Wolfson 

. problems to hear clearly - --Thclisfeher .. carr!es· his 15 considering purchase ot 
_what is going on in ,public 0\\'11 • tr'ansistor1 r~~to and the system . 

. places. ,-tµncs into. the ·,statton that The cost includes a 
Corderman·s Kodacast I cii'rries;that ··radio signal., transmitter and two an

system can be. installed in Tl1c __ sotind is confined to tennas- about $1,100. 
public places, and clear the listener by the use of Corderman said he is 
sound is picked up by the carphone,s. · 
listener's transistor radio. Kodacast does · not · i~,,. During his 37 years 
The . system is in the · tcrfcrc with regular radio( with the Bell System, he 
process of being patented, broadcasts,. as the signa received five patents. One 
said Corderman, retired d,ics not project outside of his inventions was a 
fro;n Winston-Salem De- of the building. . privacy system for tele-
fcnse Activities Center. Coi·dcrman said Ko~"- phone service. developed 

Corderman and his · cast has been cleared by 
wife . . Faye, live on Long I the Federal <:on~mu_nica- .· 
Hills Drive, where he tions Comm1ss1on _(or .

1 

stores . an abundance of ovcr-thc-·counter sales, 1 

. ham radio equipment. His- · and ·requires · n~ (µrther 
interest in _radios-;k'indled · appn,>val for ~nstallation: , · 
in his youth, and his Currently, Corderman 
background .in engineer- · .said ... four . . ·Su~ City 
ing were combined · to ··; churches ·use the system .. 
invent Kodacast. · Faith . lJnited Presbyter-

The Kodacast transmit- iait. ;_\~·here .the Corder-
tcr operates in the AM . mans·· worship, . Sun ·.City 
broadcast band, and can ·: Christian • Church · (Dis
bc c,onnected to the ·ciplcs (;f Chrj'st}, St. E_liz-

.. church · or meeting hall : a beth. ' Seton, · ),md • First 
sound. system .. Two strip · · --· :.:..:.... 
a111c1rnac. arc . placed· un- · 

·,:dbr \:ai·pcts,' and transmit . 
. ,a radio signal tprough the 
' building. · · · • .. •' 
; \ ' . 

during World War II. 
President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt recognized Cor
derman in 1937. At that . 
time, Corderman was 
president of a radio club 
in Washington, D.C., 
which rel~yed congratula· 
tory · messages from the 
48 state governors to the 
president. 
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Marking a milestone 
VOLUNTEER 
EXTRAORDINAIRE: Sun 
City Fire Department 
honors 1st person to 
achieve 20 years 
of service 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

A Sun City volunteer was axed Tues
day morning after 20 years of serving 
the Sun City Fire Department. 

Bul Robert Cory, 82, Was happy lo 
receive lhe golden axe from lhe depart -
ment. and his years of volunteering 
provide a benchmark for future fire 
department volunteers. 

"He is the first volunteer lo make it 
through 20 years," fire district Chair
man Irvin MitchelJ !3aid. 'ihis is really 
a big mark a nd a very big 
achievement." 

Mitchell said other volunteers have 
come close to hitting the 20-year mark. 
bul extenuating circumstances have 
slopped them before they've reached 
lhe goal. 

"Volunteers do such a good job for 
us." he said. "They sav_e U1e residents 

of Sun City and Youngtown a lol of 
money for a ll their hard work. And to 
be able to have a full career after retir
ing to come to Sun City is just an 
amazing feat." 

Cory's main responsibility was lo 
conduct building inspections lo ensure 
fire-safely equipment was up lo par 
and codes were being obeyed. The 
department's volunteer program eases 
the workload of firefighters who can 
then dedicate their time lo more press
ing matters , such as responding lo 
calls. 

"I think lhe volunteers arc a big part 
of lhe department." Cory said. "If il 
wasn't for lhe volunteers. I think the 
department would have lo hire another 
two or three people to just pick up 
some of the work.· 

· But even with the honor of being a 
20-year volunteer veteran. Cory was 
timid of speaking about his work. As he 
accepted his award. he spoke highly of 
the men in lhe department. Without 
them, he said. Sun City wou ld be hard 
pressed lo find such excellent service. 

- rhe fact that I s tuck it out for 20 
years has a lot to do with the excep
lional bunch of guys we have here.· 
Cory said. "All of them are highly moti
vated and I am ve1y proud of them. and 

proud lo be part of this organization. -
Cory started volunteering for the 

department in 198 l. when the Sun 
City Fire Depa rtment was under lhr 
command of Rural Metro. The change
over came in 1989. which Cory said 
was a great improvement. 

"We really ha,·e a good U1ing owr 
here.· he said. ''The people of Sun City 
should be proud of this department. I 
just think that working here has been 
fascinating. I don't like lo think of ii 
this way. but I was the department's 
first volunteer. so in a way. I started all 
of this." 

Assista nt Fire Chief Steve Morrow 
said he considered Cory self-molivated: 

"This is not an easy milestone to 
reach.- Mo1Tow said. "And for him to 
slick it out here. especially with me 
here, lakes a lot." 

Co1y said he would continue to \'Ol
unteer his time at the fire station. 
though he now is officially retired from 
the department. The former retail clerk 
has experienced three official retire
ments in his life. two coming from the 
reta il indus try and 1 he la test from the 
department - a tenure of which he is 
especially proud. 

Joltn Sokolich can he reaclted at 
J sokolichril'azlri/J.corn or al 876-2526. 
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Brayton Willis, left, a member of the Sun City Fire District Board of Directors, congratulates Robert Cory on attaining 20 
years of volunteer service with the fire department. 
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DOERS PROFILE 

Lillian 
Cox 

Hometown: 

Family: 

Inspiration: 

Greatest feat: 

Motto:. 

Waukesha, Wis. 

Two children.four grandchil
dren and three great-grandchil

dren 

Serving others is an award in 
itself 

Helping all those first- and sec
ond- graders I taught for 32 
years. 

Keep a sense of humor. 

Love of books 
bound to rub off 
on other retirees 
By TINA SCHADE 
Staff writer 

A
s a history buff and former first- and 
second-grade teacher who spent her 
entire career around books, it seems 
only natural that Lillian Cox of Sun 

City would spend her retirement years vol
unteering at the library. 

For the last eight years, Cox has : happily . 
' helped both browsers' ~~nd: boolrwor.rftseinch~ ~ 
their way through the thousand of titles that 
line the shelves at' the Bell Library in Sun 
City. . .. . . . , , . · .. ., . . • ., ':i i • ' • ' 

And she couldn't be happier: Not only does 
Cox have a love for reading, she also has a 
love for readers. · ,, . · 

"They come in here and they like books. 
_We have something in common and :y;e can 
relate to one another," she said. 

Cox locates and circulates books for the 
li_brary at least three days · a · week She also · 
collates membership cards and finds time to 
work in the cassette departmenl t • 

"It keeps me out of the bars," Cox said · 
laughingly. · 

Keeping in the spirit of teaching, Cox also 
serves as a · substitute, not for a local school, 
but for the Meals on Wheels program, which 
provides nutritious meals to the homebound: 

"It's another rewarding thing I do, Some~ . 
tiJlleS, I'm the only . perspn these people. see . 

· all day," ~he said. · · 1 ' ·. ' r: • · :·:{- ~- :' ·,. ':' 

Monday, Jan. 12, 1998 Dally News-Sun, ·Sun City, Ariz. · 

Cox said she makes between five and 10 
stops a day and said the job doesn't take a lot 

I of brain power, but provides a necessary 
service to many people who live in the com

[ munity. 

1, · She has served the bomeboun.d in other 
ways. Cox and her husband used to run 
e'rrands and pick up groceries for homebound 
members of Lakeview United Methodist 

• Church, where she served on the membership · i 
· ·-~~mittee.~. , , ~· " . ~. . 

This Wisconsin native has also used her 
muscle power to help keep the streets of Sun 
City gleaming. She worked with the Sun City 
PRIDES for seven years and still gets wistful 
driving down the streel 

"I look at the trees and I think I painted 
those or swept that street It's a wonderful 
organization," she said. 

She is a little nostalgic about her career as 
a teacher. Five years ago, she started the 

. Retired Teachers of Wisconsin in Phoenix. 

Cox credits her spirit to growing up poor in 
Wisconsin, raising her children and attending 
night school to earn her degree. 

"I think it gives you a feeling that you've 
~ · done something with ~ur life ... to know you 
' 't worked hard and did :\hat you could," she 

.' laid. . . ,~;· ,. · . 

Cox applies the same~theory to volunteering 
that she did to working. ·: ·. 

"It's a tremendous· ~i'rid ··rewarding thing to 
do. You get more than you give," Cox said. 

When Cox isn't volunt~ering, she likes to 
play golf, do needlework, knit and of course 
read. ' 

"I'm not a great TV watcher," she said. 

To nominate a Doer, call Tina Schade at 
the Daily News-Sun, 878-2514. 
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To change the world ... 

C ~,4/C J. L Of.VE.LL 
"/ 

Sun Citian wins award for support of seminaries 
By KIMBERLY HICKS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

0 
ne life changed makes a dif
ference in the world . 

It's a motto Sun Citian J. 
Lowell Craig lives by, and 

one that has compelled him to ensure 
· higher education can be offered to 

prospective church leaders. 
" We tend to do so little in support 

, of our church institutions, par
t icularly the seminaries. But I think 

•our leadership in the churches is so 
important. 

"My feeling is that it's our only 
basic hope for the future of a dem
ocracy," Craig said. "A democracy 
cannot survive without honesty and 

, , integrity as a common ideal...! don't 
j : know where else a turnaround can 
I occur. The church needs stronger 

leaders. We need to look to the semi-

I naries for this leadership and put 
them on the front burner in terms of 
our priorities." 

Craig's belief led him to dedicate 
years to the United Methodist Church 
and the education of its leaders. And 
for that, the 83-year-old has been 
named recipient of the 1992 Stanley 
S. Kresge Award by the United 
Methodist Foundation for Christian 
H igher Education. 

Established in 1987, the award is 
presented annually to an individual 
who exemplifies two noted character
ist ics of the late Stanley S. Kresge, 

. n oted philanthropist and United 

Stephen Chernek/ Daily News-Sun 

Methodist layper son: dedicated mem
bership in the United Methodist 
Church and unselfish support of 
United Methodist-related education. 

The award inclu des a medallion 
and certificate of merit for the recipi
ent, and a $10,000 scholarship for the 
United Methodist-re lated school 
where the recipient is a volunteer. 

"It's quite an honor," said Peggy 
Townes, spokeswoman for the United 
Methodist Foundation in Nashville, 
Tenn. 

College presidents and bishops from 
around the country are asked to 
submit nominations every year, 
Townes said. Ea ch year dozens of 
nominees are considered. 

Craig will be h onored Sept. 25 at 

Sun Citian J. Lowell 
Craig- has been named a 
recipient of the 1992 
Stanley S. Kresge 
Award for his dedication 
to the United Methodist 
Church and for his 
commitment to higher 
education in religion. 

the School of Theology at Claremont 
in Claremont, Calif., where he has 
been on the Board of Trustees since 
1980. The school will receive the 
$10,000 scholarship award. 

"His philosophy is one of the joy of 
giving," said Bob Edgar, school pres
ident_ "He has an astonishing gift of 
being able to infect others with the 
same philosophy." 

Craig certainly hopes so; he has 
· remained modest about the honor, 
saying he only hopes it will inspire 
others to follow his lead. 

"If this helps the s_chool raise more 
money it will be worth it," he said. "I 
hope I am an inspiration to others to 
raise money for schools of theology .. .I 

hope what I've done has been helpful. 

"I've had a lot of awards in my life. 
I don't think awards are important. If 
you are accomplishing something and 
inspiring others, that is worth some
thing.· ' 

Craig said his efforts are rooted in 
his desire to change society for the 
better. 

"Money is merely the necessity for 
doing that job," he said. 

A !lraduate of DePauw University , 
wher: he received the Outstanding 
Graduate Award in 1962, Craig now 
belongs to the First United Method~st 
Church of Sun City. He was m
strumental is setting up the First 
United Methodist Foundation of Sun 
City, which funds three professorships 
at the School of Theology at Claremont 
and provides significant operating a_nd 
scholarship funds. Today the foundat10n 
has nearly $3.4 million in assets. 

It was started in 1981 for four main 
reasons, Craig said. Money was needed 
to assist the ailing Pacific Homes re
tirement center in California, to pay f~r 
new church development, to pay for one 
teaching chair at a school of theology 
and to cover costs of past-service pen
sion liabilities for ministers. 

Today it also pays for two additional 
·scholarship funds, one at Claremont, 
the other at DePauw. 

See Kresge Aw ard, C3 



Kresge Award winner 
taps into joy of giving· 
- From Cl 

'·Our success, I think, was 
helped by the fact that all of our 
donors have selected where there 
money will go," Craig said. 

He and his wife Edna - who 
enticed him to join the United 
Methodist Church after they 
were married 60 years ago -
also have funded the Edna and 
Lowell Craig Professorship in 
Pastoral Care and Counseling. 

Edna Craig and the Rev. Don 
A. Bassett, senior pastor at the 
First United Methodist Church 
in Sun City, also will attend the 
upcoming awards ceremony. 

"The whole congregation is 
very pleased Mr. Craig has been 
honored in this way. He cer
tainly deserves it," Rev. Bassett 
said. "He has an outstanding 
record in higher education. ··. 

"It is extremely important 
that local churches take on the 
responsibility of higher educa
tion in the ministry." 

Within the next 10 years, 40-
percent of the current United 
Methodist ministry will retire, 
Rev. Bassett said. 

"A heavy load will be placed 
on seminaries to recruit and 
train," he said. 
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Sun Citian outlines 
50 years with group 
BARBARA BROZMAN 
~~,_ ~- -:i -hE DAI. Y NEWS-SUN 

\\'hen Edwina Crosby was a senior in high 
::,d1uul. she set t\\'O goals for hersell: lo speak 
al :2,raclualion and lo join the Catholic Daugh
lt"r::, ul the Americas. 

The Sun Cit1an reached the first ,goal. and 
hd::, ::,pent the last 50 years not just meeting 
!Jut exceeding the second goal. 

Crusbv had read about the Catholic 
U,n1gh tei·s in her local newspaper in Concord, 
\ H .. and decided il was just the thing for 
her 

··it ::,ounded like a good thing to me.·· she 
said . I was very Catholic, and wanted to 
strengthen my fai th and gel together with 
other Cat holic women." 

H011"ever. with life's li ttle twists and turns. 
1t ll"ould be another five years before she 
ll'ould join the CDA. She went away to college 
c111c! 111 September 194 7 married William Cros
b1· The couple had a baby soon after. but 
P<1pd Crosby's teacher pay was low. and 
nwne1· was tight. 

\ ,·i·t·nheles::,. Crosb_v fu lfilled her high 
::,Chuul gual to become a Catholic Daugh ter 
11·ht·n she joined the Belle Fleur Court 
\ u 1208 1n Littleton. N.H. , in 1951. For the 
ne.\ l nine months. she enjoyed becoming 
.1ct11·e in her first membership in CDA. 
Lile 11"a::, abou t to change. howc,·er. William, in 
urLit'r to 111crease his income a nd support his 
~ro11·1n1; lamily. accepted a teaching job in 
Du1er. \ .Ii. Edwina sought out and joined Lile 
C. D.-\ mun there. The name of lhe court 
,'::,tape::, her now and she is uying lo loca te it 
u11 her compu ter files, but for six years, from 
1~!52 1958. the Dover.NH .. court fulfilled her 
:-,tron:2, de ire to be and serve as a Catholic 
lJ,n11;hter. 

In 1958. change came agam. With six chil 
dre11 tu keel a nd clothe . Wil liam accepted an 
e1·en higher-paying leaching job at a new 
..,l huol opening in Roches ter. ;-,;y_ 

··1 11'.lS determined lo join the CDA m New 
Yurk. · Edll'ma recalled. "Mv husband took me 
du11·ntown and dropped me off at an office 
building where the CDA meeting was to be 
l:L0 ld _.\,, he clrol'e off. I climbed the stairs. onlv 
tu ;,ee c1 sign on the door saying. 'No meetrng · 
t0111:2,ht · There I sat. waiting for him to 
return.·· 

Ed11rna e1·entu ally joined the CDA once 
ci~,un - this time Court Our Lady or the Cen
ack \ o 1139. But she did more than just 
10111 Sl1e was regem three times and district 
dq.Jut \· twice. The regem·s position is much 
likt· the president in other organizations. 

01 her lime as district deputy. Edwina said, 
··1 hacl three courts under me and had lO visit 
each cou n three limes a year. audit their 
books and ins tall their officers. I was also 
~t<ltc publicll>' chai rman and I co-cha ired the 
\ell" York State Convention back in tht' '60s. I 
neld e1·e0· offi ce bu t treasu rer. 

I 11·c1,, ·a delei;ale to the 11atio11al com·e ntion 
i,1 ::xattle. \\'ash .. back in the '?Os. I attended 
" number or conventions as Ne,,· York ;,late 
rt!c!l'lll. and there were limes I was ~one five 
ll,1\' dl d lllllC . . 'Vly husband never objected. 
Jll~I let me go. I would prepare all Ill\' meals in 
c1d1 "nt l' had lis ts ewry where. and ivoulcl get 
.,:I th,· kids 111 bed and then go to ,ny meet : 

\ .. ~/--: . .-______ .. 
-·-~-.,_,. 

JOY LAMBERT/DAILY NEWS-out. 

Sun Citian Edwina Crosby packages items 
from the St. Joachim and St. Anne Catholic 
Church rummage sale Saturday. She has been 
a Catholic Daughters of the Americas member 
for 50 years. 

ings ... 
· Eclwina was a ··supermom" long before the 

terrn became popular. 
Nine children and 21 years later, in 1979. 

William retired from teaching and the far'rnly 
moved lo Winter Park, Fla. Devoted Catholic 
Dau,ghter that she was, Crosby joined Court 
Our Lady Queen of Peace. No. 2021. and was 
regent and vice regent during her 14-year 
stav. 

.:I slill correspond with members from lhat 
court." she said . 

In 1995. the Crosbys mo,·ed lO Sun City. 
~~dll'in a smv a nolice a bout CDA in the St . 
Joachim and Sl. Anne Catholic Church bulle
ti11. c,1,il('d Louise Bates. regem al the time, 
ancl became a member of Sl. Anne's Coun No. 
2353. 

She now serves as secretary of the court 
and was recenlly honored b_v court members 
for her 50 years or service. 

··At each court. I've made friends easilv." 
F:clwi1m <;a1cl. "And I feel that I hm·e received 
much rnorc than I have gil'en 111 serl'ice to 
other'.> . lt·s Jun lo be with other women who 
h,11·e the -.ame ideals as you clo." 

Crosb,,,, fc'llow members believe she has 
ernboclrecl the goal or every Catholic Daughter 
- ·To -; trive to be a spi rit -filled woman who 
lm·es Clmst. I !is church . her cou ntry and all 
h11111a111\_I' .. - since her high school years. 

-
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Republican 
activiSt 
dies at 88 
By DAN BURNETTE 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SU N CITY - Alan A Cullman, 
longtime Republican Party activist in 
the retirement community, interna

tional volunteer and 
adviser to two pres
ide nts, died Tuesday 
in Walter 0 . Boswell 
Memorial Hospital. 
H e was 88. 

Mr. Cullman, who 
moved to Sun City in 
1977 , was b e st 
known in the re
t i reme nt commu-

u man nitie s fo r his ac-
tivities in the R e publican P arty. 

"Alan Cullma n was a d ear fri e nd 
of mine a nd a pillar of the R e-

See Politicians remember, AS 



Politicians remember SC man 
-From Al 
publican community in Ari
zona," said Sen. John McCain 
of Phoenix. "He was one of \IlY 
earliest and best supporters, 
and I can't remember a Re
publican Party event where 
the presence of Alan Cullman 
was not felt. 

"His passing is a treme
ndous loss to the state of Ari
zona and to those who knew 
him. My heart goes out to his 
family during this difficult 
time." 

Cullman served several 
terms as president of the Sun 
City Republican Club, and was 
a m e mber of Republican 
Forum West, the Arizona State 
Republican Committee and 
th e R epublican National 
Com mittee. Cullman was 
named Republican Man of the 
Year in Maricopa County in 
1986 for his organizing efforts 
and party activism. 

He served as a presidential 
elector in 1984 for President 
Reagan. 

Cullman was on the board of 
directors of the Pinnacle West 
Shareholders Association. 

"Alan always worked for the 
betterment of his county, state 
and country," said Cullman's 
wife, Karin. "He never worked 
for his own benefit; he was 
very unse lfish. For his part, 
he made the world a better 
place." . 

Rep. Bob Stump of Tolleson, 
R-District 3, said, "What a 
tremendous loss of a trusted 
and wise friend who was so 
very generous with his time 
and talents. Alan's dedication 

· to this country, the Sun Cities 
community and the Re
publican Party are renowned, 
and it made him a very valued 
and special leader in Arizona. 

"Alan earned people's re
spect because he was a d oer 
and always set a high stan
dard of commitment and ex
ample. His strong belief in 
this country and the strength 
of the principles it was 
founded . upon was truly his 
guiding force, and it is a leg
acy which leaves us all so 
much richer." 

Stu mp ad d ed that hi s 
thoughts and prayers are with 

· Karin and the family, a nd 
"those many, many lives he 

has touched over the years." 
Cullman was born in 1905 in 

Jersey City, N.J., and worked 
for 40 years for Columbia Gas 
Systems, where he served as 
financial vice president and 
treasurer. 

His utility career led to his 
appointment as a volunt~er to 
President Roosevelt's Ad
visory Council on Question
naires and the Petroleum 
Administration for Defense. 

During the Korean War, 
Cullman was director of gas 
planning for the United 
States, developing the first 
long-range forecast of the na
tion's natural gas supplies. He 
served as a consultant to 
President Eisenhower's Cabi
net' Committee on Energy 
Supplies and Requireme nts. 

Cullman belonged to the 
Legion of Honor of the Order 
of Demolay and served as 
master counselor of the 
Haines Chapter in Jersey City, 
N.J. 

After retiring from Columbia 
Gas, Cullman served as a vol
unteer with the International 
Executive Service Corps in 
three African nations. In 
Tunisia, Cullman helped re
organize the country's na
tional e lectric and gas opera
tions. He helped the Gambian 
government reorganize its 
electric and water utilities, 
and advised the Kenyan gov
e rnment on reorganizing 210 
credit unions. 

Karin Cullman said her 
husband's volunteer efforts 
overseas were not well-known 
in Sun City, but were among 
his most satisfying. 

"In Gambia, they had no 
public schools when we were 
there," she said. "Alan started 
a fund for tourists to donate 
money for schools, and then 
that led to · the government 
starting public schools. We 
liked to think that fund 
he lped push that along." 

,Fellow Republicans reme
mbered Cullman as a tireless 
volunteer and organizer, until 
declining health curtailed his 
activities recently. 

"Alan was a dynamic con
tributor to the conservative 
Republican cause the last 16 
years," said Hawley Atkinson, 
a Sun City resident and for-

mer Maricopa County super
visor whose district included 
the retirement community. 
"He also was unsparing · with 
his time and efforts to help 
Maricopa County when he 
served on a committee (in 
1978 and '79) to work out some 
changes in the way we did the 
budget. If those practices had 
been continued, we (the 
county) wouldn't be in the 
mess we're in today." 

Sen. Jan Brewer of Glen
dale, R-District 19, also 
remembered Cullman's polit
ical activism. 

"I will surely miss him; he 
was a guiding light in the dis
trict," Brewer said. "I don't 
think there's anyone who's 
really going to be able to re
place him." 

Brewer said she and Cull
man didn't always agree, but 
"he always kept a calm head, 
backed up his arguments and 
usually got you to see things 
his way." 

Brewer said that in 1986, 
during a stint in the House of 
Representatives, she decided 
to run for the Senate seat she 
now occupies when the in
cumbent dropped out of the 
race with three days to go 
until the deadline for filing 
candidate petitions. Cullman 
took charge of getting the pe
titions signed by registered 
Republicans, no easy task 
since the law stipulated they 
could not be the signatures of 
those who had signed peti
tions for the incumbent Re
publican. 

"He delivered them to me in 
a day and a half," Brewer 
said. 

Cullman is survived by his 
wife, Karin; two daughters, 
Connie Broderick of West 
Bloomfield, Mich. , and Diane 
Balfour of Traverse City, 
Mich.; five grandchildren; and 
nine great-grandchildren. 

Service will be at 10 a.m. 
Sept. 24 in All Saints of the 
Desert Episcopal Church, 9502 
W. Hutton Drive. 

Memorials may be sent to 
the Sun City Library, 16820 
99th Ave. , Sun City, 85351; or 
the Arizona Republican State 
Committee, 3501 N. 24th St., 
Phoenix, 85016. 
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By JACQUE PAPPAS 

.- Daily News-Sun staff 
g: I SUN CITY - Shortly after Alan Cullman moved 
... .to Sun City in 1977, he broke his back and, went 
'4 into the hospital for surgery. 
N , But even confinement to a hospital bed could not 
> -stop the man many local residents know as "Mr. 
0 z . Republican." 
.;. I Cullman was determin~d to orga?ize a calling 
o ,committee for the Sun City Republican Club and 
~ I made more than 500 phone calls to do so. 

Monday evening, nearly 100 members of the 
, club and many state and county dignitaries hon
;ored Cullman for his dedication to the GOP. 
! Cullman, 86, resigned his post as chairman of 
•the club "to make way for the younger people." 
·,Taking ove, as chairman is Sun Citian George 
Davis. 

: "My first and second presidential votes were 
-cast for Herb~ Hoover. That first one in 1928 

was a long time ago. I think it's time to give it a 
rest," Cullman said. 

Cullman has served several two-year terms as 
president of the Sun City Republican club, has 
been a local precinct committeeman and deputy 
registrar. 

He played a vital role in getting the Northwest 
Valley Republican Headquarters opened during 
election time in Sun City. 

The national organizations he has participated 
with include President Roosevelt's Advisory 

· Council on Government Questionnaires, the Feder
al Power Commission, President Eisenhower's 
Energy Commission and the International Execu
tive Service Corps. 

At the meeting, Cullman spoke at length about 
the national pebt, morality, inflation, education 
and other topics he said have become "politically 
catastrophic." 

"Why is a basketball player called a hero. when 

in his own book he estimates sexual encounters 
with 20,000 females around the country," Cullman 
said, refering to Wilt Chamberlain's autobio
graphy. "I am afraid this is all a part of the 
malaise of morality which has seized upon us." 

Among the Republican elected officials who at
tended the meeting to honor Cullman's last hur
rah as chairman was Maricopa County Sheriff 
Tom Agnos, County Attorney Rick Romley, 
County Recorder Helen Purcell, Deputy County 
Treasurer Paul Corrington, Sen. Pat Wright and 
Sen. Bob Denny, Rep. · Bob Burns, Rep. Kyle 
Hindman and Rep. Nancy Wessel and Peoria 
Justice of the Peace Lex Anderson. 

In honor of the occasion, Gov. Fife Symington 
issued a proclamation honoring Cullman. 

Part of the proclamatio-q. reads, "Alan Cullman's 
Herculean efforts, energies and determination on 
the part of the Republican Party, his business · 

"\ 

ventures and all the· projects he has touched ha, 
been outstanding ... when Alan arrived in St 
City in 1977, he immediately set out to transfor 
Sun City Republican organizations into somethii 
completely different ; today the city boasts some 
the most vibrant and viable GOP centers in t l 
nation." 

Club officer Rita Nicholson said Ann Symingt 
came up with the idea of issuing the proclamati 
for Cullman. 

"She's very aware of his presence and she a 
the governor decided that this would be somethi 
special for him," Nicholson said. The Symingtc 
were not able to attend the meeting. 

Denny, R-Litchfield Park, said Cullman . 
been indispensable to the Sun City Republi, 
Club. 

"He's actually been Mr. Republican in Sun C 
for years," Denny said. "When things get ro1 
they call on Alan to save them." 


