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Our salute to the "Woman Who Lived 1 00 Lives" was a BIG SUCCESS! 
The museum saw a steady stream of visitors on Feb. 23 

and 25, as many Tanya Griffin fans came to greet her and 
share memories of programs past. It was amazing how 
many different women the various visitors remembered 
seeing Tanya perform! Some had not seen her, but got to 
watch her portray Annie Oakley on a DVD playing in the 
Performing Arts Exhibit. Her costume hung next to it. 

We had 333 visitors for the week, and the event raised 
$43 9. Special thanks to the docents who came in the 
extra days: Yasmina Snider, Pris Fenner, Toni Ashby, and 
Loretta Allen. Despite not feeling well, Gail Warmath and 
Carol Dearen also came in, but we were able to send them home. Working behind the 
scenes were Bill Pearson who moved the golf cars in & out of the carport for us, and 
David Verble who converted VHS tapes of Tanya to DVDs to play at the museum. 

Museum grounds have never looked better! 
To get the museum ready for company, David Verble, a former trustee and board 

president, put in several afternoons clearing away weeds, and trimming overgrown 
shrubs. He even got permission from our next-door neighbor to pull the weeds 
between her house and ours! Betsy Harris trimmed the roses back, and they are 
beginning to blossom anew. 

Landscaper volunteers to keep us looking good from here on. 
Mark Stanley of Across the Valley Landscape takes care of the office building across 

the street and will touch up our yard each month after he's completed his work there. 
We'll be putting two signs in our yard - one along Oakmont and one facing the golf 
course to give him credit for his help. If you need yard work done, give Mark a call: 
602-757-7183. 

Mark your calendar for 1 :00 Tuesday, Mar. 1 s 
This is your chance to hear the history of our neighbor, Youngtown. Meeting will be 

in the clubhouse at 12030 Clubhouse Square. Take Alabama Ave. into Youngtown, 
and a little over one block west of 1 11 th. The clubhouse will be on your right. 
Refreshments will be served. 



Roof repair coming - thank Heaven we don't get much rain! 
You may have noticed the stain in the ceiling in the Jane Freeman Room. We've had 

roofers in to look at what's needed, and have received proposals of up to $4350 for a 
new roof over the rear of the house. That's definitely not in our budget, and we have 
found a roofer who believes he can patch the area to get several more years' life out 
of the old roof. It means a saving of $4000 - and is certainly worth a try. 

Don't forget your 10% discount on books, notecards, and more! 
Looking for a gift? Consider one of the books available from our gift shop, or a pack 

of notecards specially designed for the museum. 
* Del Webb - A Man, A Company* $20 10 cards, 5 
* JUBILEE - The story of Sun City's first 25 years* $20 SC scenes 
* Images of America - Sun City $20 
* Silver Celebration - The first 25 years of SCW $20 
Members receive a 10% discount on the above, 
as well as on tickets to special events. 

* Currently being reprinted 

by artist 
Janette 
Kimble
Only $8 

Do you belong to an organization that needs speakers for meetings? 
If so, suggest your program chairperson contact the museum as we offer a number 

of entertaining and informative talks on local history. The number to call is 974-2568. 
• "Cotton Bolls to Golf Balls" ... "Lizard Acres to Lush Oasis" ... "The Grand Connection" 
tell how Sun City, Sun City West, and Sun City Grand came to be. 
• "The Remarkable Del Webb" ... "The Boswell Connection" ... "John Meeker, Master 
Builder" tell the stories of three men involved with the building of our communities. 

Last year, museum speakers gave 35 talks to 19 different organizations. While we 
do this free as a community service, we are always happy to receive donations! 

Volunteers are always Welcome! 
With the exception of a part-time office manager, all of us are volunteers. We've 

found it a stimulating place to work as we learn more about the history of our area. 
It's fun too, to be able to amaze friends with "Did you know that ... " factoids that 
spice up conversation. The work is not difficult, but is a great learning experience. 

I like to refer to it as the "mystery of history." Why does a hospital carry a Boswell 
name? Who was the "Meeker" whose name is on a major SCW boulevard? What was 
the "West Beardsley" that a sign along the railroad track refers to? 

Join us - and join the search! We have immediate openings for docents (we'd like to 
open the museum S afternoons a week) ... office help with mailings, filing, scanning, 
record-keeping ... writing letters, publicity releases, newsletter articles ... giving talks 
... and more. What skill do you have that you can share with us? 

Tell your friends about the museum! Open 1-4, M-W-F. And it's FREE!! 
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Volunteer Appr_eciation_Te.a__wa_s_ a Successful Event ... 

Guests began to arrive, 
some adding a touch of 
class to the tea. 

• I.I April 1 2 was a warm balmy day - perfect for a 
tea party on the McMillin Terrace! All docents 
and volunteers were invited along wit h some 
special guests. Tables had been set with china 
furnished by Priscilla Fenner, Yasmina Snider, and 
Toni Ashby. The kit chen was a buzz of activity 
as delicacies were prepared for the tea. 

Scones were brought over from the 
oven at Oakmont. Board members 
Arlene Sampson and Heidi Speed 
prepared them for serving along 
with sandwiches and pastries. 

Event chair, Pris Fenner, gave 
instructions to yours truly. 
AJ Kojac and I served as waiters. 

Among the special guests were: 
Tanya Griffith and Dr. Bill; Ida Eisert from the SCRC 
Board (between Jane Quitney and Betsy Harris) and 
three Questers from Yucca Chapter - see other side. 
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Sun City widow 
immortalizes 

generous husbanc 
in bronze 

IOWA COLLEGE 
BENEFACTOR:Sun 
Citian 's likeness sits on 
bench outs·ide 
namesake library 

HAYLEY RINGLE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Harold Geisler of Sun City will for
ever sit in a quiet spot at Central Col
lege in Pella. Iowa, reading his book, 
with his right ankle casually resting on 
his left knee. 

Mavis Geisler, Harold's wife. wanted 
a lasting memory of her husband -
who passed away March 1999 - and 
hired a sculptor to fashion a likeness 
of him In bronze. 

"After Harold's death 1 wasn't sleep
ing good, and I needed something to 
remember him by," said Mavis, who 
received the Central College Honorary 
Alumni Award during the unveiling 
June 17. "It was his hopes and dreams 
to help a lot of kids go to c?llege." 

The Geislers weren't able to attend 
college, but liked the principles of the 
small college and have supported it 
with charitable foundations and schol
arships for many years. 

"He always wanted to show how 
important It is to go to college," said 
Mavis, a Sun City resident for 27 
years. "We don't have any children or 
rela tives, and this Is a way to give 
back. Without him,· none of this could 
be done." 

Central College Is a private college 
affiliated with the Reformed Church 
which has 1,500 students. The -sculp
ture of Harold, a former trustee at the 
college. Is the only work of art dis
played outdoors on the campus. 

"It's so tasteful and appropriate." 
said Jim Hamlin. vice president of col
lege advancement. "It represents 
Harold and his quest for knowledge so 
well." • 

The sculpture, entitled The Quest. 
sits outside the library that bears the 
Geisler name - built with funds from 
the family. The piece was designed by 
sculptor Nick Klepinger of Reasnor, 
Iowa. 

"(Mavis) wanted something nostal
gic. In (Harold's) prime," said Klepl
nger, who sat down with Mavis and 
photographs of Harold from the 1930s 
to design the sculpture. "It was an 
exceptional gesture on her part.· 

The 400-pound sculpture rests on a 
bench in an alcove off the library. 
Klepinger said he left enough room on 
the bench for people to sit. 

"(The sculpture) ls casually slim. 
and very. very relaxed." said Kleplnger. 
who spent roughly seven months cre
ating the piece. "My philosophy Is lo 
animate things.· 

Using a model sitting in the pose 
Klepinger wanted. he shot photographs 
from every angle to get the correct 
body structure and lo see how the 
clothes draped a body when sitting. 

Harold and Mavis met In Mingo. 
Iowa. which had a population of just 
more than I 00 at the time. They 
attended the same school - 10 years 
apart. 

"We met because it's such a small 
town," said Mavis. She used to farm 
cattle hogs with her husband , and still 
owns three Iowa farms producing corn 
and soybeans. She plans to give the 
farms to the college as well. 

"It's been very, very rewarding." said 
Mavis about giving money to the 
school. "It's pretty easy to thank 
somebody." 
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Sun Citian Mavis Geisler sits next to a bronze likeness of her deceased husband 
outside the Iowa college library bearing their name. 
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Sun Citian 

GLORIA GEMMILL 
adds a few strokes to one of 
her watercolors, which fea
ture her distinctive Style of 
bold images mixing both 

. abstract and realism. 

Bret McKeand/lndependent 

Portraits Of O.ur Residents 



\rtist's eye 
:eeks visions 
if timelessness 
1 Native culture 
y YOLANDA MUHAMMAD 
in Cities Independent 

NaLivc Am'cricans believe 
al man's abilities arc arc
:clion of the power in na
rc. 
Signs of the individual's 

·cngths show up early in 
c; and for the watchful, 
:se cues can lead to a full 
e of personal skills. 
Gloria Gemmill is a water
lorist. Her paintings explore 
: Indian culture she learned 
love during childhood ad
nturcs with her faLhcr, Her
rt Rollins, who was an 
1atcur archeologist. 
Gloria explores a variety of 
-!cs, but the one that is most 
Linctive to her is a fanciful 
ough-thc looking-glass 
hnique that displays 
ashes of color, in a blend

'. that combines familiar 
1ecls with abstract exprcs
n. 

--;he and husband, Mark, 
five-year-residents of Sun 

y, though they lived for 30 
,rs where Sun City West 
.v stands, when the area 
'> known as Lizard Acres. 
..iloria says she thought she 
~ a great artist in second 
I third grade, as most chil
n do. In a hallway in her 
ne is an old photograph of 
bent over her work table, 

yon in hand. 

Icr other love was 
imping all over the hills of 
scott with her father, find
Indian ruins and artifacts 
k in the days when they 
, hed out of the hillsides 
I were just sitting there in 
creek beds." 
;he says in the early 1900s 
father met Geronimo at an 
ibition back East and be-

' to collect baskets and 
tcry from the Indian cul-

ture. 
",We used to make trips to 

Walnut Creek back when 
hardly anybody had visited 
the area; and when I was a lit
tle girl I was able to climb the 
ladders and go up into Mon
tezuma's Castle." 

Today those ruins must be 
admired from afar. 

In high school a teacher 
recognized her talent for art 
and encouraged her to major 
in art at college. She attended 
the University of Arizona and 
married her husband, Mark. 
They J:iad met years before 
through family friends. 

Though she continued to 
paint and take classes while 
she raised her two sons, she 
really began to pursue her gift 
after her children were of high 
school age. 

"After the kids were gone I 
spent every day painting. It 
docs make a difference," 
Gloria says. 

"You have to spend a lot of 
time painting. It is not some
thing you get by going to 
classes or through osmosis -
you have to do it." 

Many Sun Citians know 
Gloria Gemmill because she 
teaches experimental water
color classes at Bell Recre
ation Center in the fall and 
winter. 

"111is coming fall I want to 
stress creativity in my 
classes," she says. 

"I have friends who tell me, 
'Oh, I can only paint if I copy 
something.' 

"I tell them they nave acre
ative spark in them and it is 
just a matter of bringing it 
out." 

Gloria says it is important 
to her to teach her students 

. how to have fun when they 
"It should also be a chal

lenge. Lots of times we just 
start with a little color on a 
piece of paper. Then you use 
your imagination to find what 
you might want to do to get 
rid of that pure white paper." 

The Gcmmills have two 
sons. The younger son, John, 
is a Phoenix attorney with two 
daughters. Their older son, 
Mark, is the seGond in com-

mand, an executive officer on 
a nuclear aircraft carrier. He 
has two sons. 

"We're very proud of our 
two sons. I have two 
wonderful daughters-in-Jaw 
and four wonderful grand
children," she says beaming. 

And they must all be very 
proud of 'grandma!' The list 
of her awards and accom
plishments is so long she has 

trouble remembering them all. 
Last year, her painting, 

"The Offering," was selected 
for the cover of Citibank's 
Thanksgiving card from 
among more than 100 sub
mitted works. 

She has been awarded Best 
of Show in Arizona Water
color Association shows. She 
has won first, second and 
honorable mention in the wa-

tercolor category at the Ari
zona State Fair -- all in the 
same year. 

She has been accepted in 
the American Watercolor 
Society show twice, which is 
very prestigious and only a 
hundred or so paintings arc 
accepted from several 
thousand entries. 

"And I was written up in 
Southwest Art magazine, 

which was nice, in 1985, wiili-: 
several reproductions of my :! 
paintings. • 

"I have lots of ribbons and 
stuff, but I really can't re
member all the awards," she 
says with a smile. 

Gloria Gemmill will have a 
show at the Sun Cities Art 
Museum, opening Sept. 26. 

Her watercolors arc shown 
out of Mammen Gallery in 
Scottsdale. 

Besides the 15 collectors of : 
her works in Sun City, First 
Interstate Bank, Thunderbird 
Bank and Arizona Bank own 
and display Gemmill water
colors. 

Mrs. Gemmill has made 
many trips into Mexico with 
art study groups, often as in
structor. And her travels have 
taken her to Turkey, Greece 
and Europe as well. 

Her studies of Indian cul- • 
turc have included the rcsi- , 
dents of the Snake Town ruins· 
in the area just south of · 
Chand~er, who arc thought to 
be Hohokam, the f orcrunners , 

, of the Pima and Papago 
tribes. 

Gloria's process is to visit 
an area and make sketches. 
Though she says, "A lot of 
my ruins arc generic -- they 
arc what I remember. 

"I have done some that arc 
accurate, but I also like to 
imagine what the life was like 
and what the things were like 
and so a lot of my things are 
just, well ... dreamed up. But 
they are typical." 

Gloria Gemmill is energetic . 
and exuberant She is ani
mated when she talks about 
painting. 

"It's part of my life. It's 
something I could not live 
without and I like to keep 
changing. 

"When I teach, I like to see 
the surprise in my students' 
ey(,!s when they do something 
well. 

"I feel very fortunate to 
have my painting." 

The delight is mutual for 
those who have the opportu
nity to view her lyrical and 
mystical expression with wa
ter and pigment 
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ArfiSt ITlelds· dedication 
with constant evolution 
BY DIANA TOLLEFSON 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Gloria Gemmill 
is an emphatic artist with clear 
definition of line and color and 
positive ideas about .her art. 

Sh~. is constantly changing her 
methods and styles, ·and said, 
"When_ I stop learning, I'll stop 
painting." 

As '. Featured Artist Museum 
Exhibitor (FAME), Sept. 26 
through Oct. 22, she will have 
an exhibition in the Hoover 
Foyer of the Sun Cities Art Mu
seum, 115th A venue and Bell 
Road_. There will be a reception 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 1 in,,.-the 
museum. 

Gemmill grew up in Prescott, 
where her father was an arch
eologist and her mother taught 
her to enjoy books. The family 
often went hiking in an area 
rich in I_ndia~ history, and she 

developed a fascination for In
dian artifacts a nd culture, which 
is evident in her paintings 
today. 

Gemmill studied at the Uni
versity of Arizona in Tucson 
where she majored in art and 
minored in geology, specifically, 
invertebrate paleontology. She 
often borrows from this back
ground when naming her paint
ings. It is not unusua l to see a 
landscape titled "Pterodactyl 
Terrain." 

"I love to paint what I know, 
and can never reproduce a 
painting over again just because 
it was successful. I never copy 
anything, not even my own 
work," she said. "I use my 
imagination and love to experi
ment. The feeling of earth and 
change of seasons are inherent 
in my art, and I like abstracts. 
Once I tore up some old paint-

ings I didn't like and I made a 
collage from them. It turned out 
very well. " 

Gemmill is firm in telling her 
students at the Bell Recreation 
Center that a lot of time must be 
spent in painting to get the most 
from it. 

"It is not something you get 
just by going to class; you learn 
about painting by doing it," 
Gemmill said. "I plan to stress 
creativity in my classes this fall. 
One way to start is to crumple 
plastic wrap and drag it through 
wet wash, let it set and then lift 
off. Imagine what it suggests. 
And then paint." 

Gemmill has traveled ex
tensively and made hundreds of 
sketches. She uses a brush pen 
with ink like sumi for her 
sketchbooks. She also likes to 
use watercolor crayons. Working 

Dally News-Sun pholo 

Cities Art Museum will exhibit her works in 
the Featured Artist Museum Exhibitor pro,. 
gram Sept. 26 to Oct. 22. 
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Volunteer sticks to hospital duty 
Daily News-Sun • Monday, Nov. 26, 2001 

STEVE CHERNEK/1.JAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Eleanor Genung of Sun City earned Sun Heal!h's Spirit of Philanthropy Award for her volunteer 
...... ... 1, ... 4 n ................ 11 Pi 11 .... ......,...., ... : ... 1 I J ....,,....,.; ♦ ,-, 1 

AWARD 
WINNER: Sun 
Citian hailed by 
Sun Healt h 
JEANNE WINOGRAD 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun Health volunlee r 
Eleanor Genung didn't know 
she was attending a surprise 
party when recenlly inviled to 
a philanthropy dinner. 

"I knew Sun Health was 
invo lved. so I 
agreed t o go: 
Genung said. 

s urge ry on Th a n ksgivi n~ 
Day ... Genung said last Tues
day. Thirte<:'n files means 
Genung has lo pul s lickers 
on 25 sheets per lile. or 325. 

Genung enjoys the com
pany of other volunteers al 
Sun Health. 

"I've made friends there. 
We visit and are concerned 
about each other." she said . 
Genung firsl became involved 
in Sun Health seven years 
ago after her husband died. 
Norman "Ridge·· Genung was 
an attorney in Chicago and 
with lhe Securities and 

Excha nge Commis
sion. 

When she 
arrived at the Cam
elback Inn in Phoe
nix, Genung was 
impressed that 800 

Working 
for you 

··1 was playing 
bridge one day and 
decided I needed lo 
do more. It's worth 

people were there. 
"All of a sudden, they said 

they were giving out awards. 
Next lhing I knew, Pamela 
Meyerho!Ter sealed -me with-
45 people who were getting 
awards. I was completely 
shocked." Genung said. 

Meyerhoffer is executive 
· vice president and chief exec
utive otTicer for Sun Health 
Foundation, fo r which 
Genung has contribuled time 
and resou rces over lhe past 
seven years as a member of 
Sun Health Auxiliary. 

Every Tuesday morning. 
· Genung can be found in the 
volunteers' otTice at l:Joswell 
Memorial Hospital. handling 
what she describes as ··sort 
of a dull job·· putting slickers 
on each of mul tiple sheets 
lhal document a palient"s 
path through s ur14ery. 

·Today I only had I:~ tiles. 
usually lhey·re in the thirt ies. 
I do n 't bl ame them . I 
, "n" I rl n ' t u , •, n f f " h •1 \ •,.. 

the lime lo volun
tee r. If I didn't 

place slickers on patients· 
sheets. the nurses would 
have to do it. a nd they don'l 
h_ave lime," Genung said. 

Previously a sevenlh-grade 
language arts teacher for 20 
years in Chicago. Genung 
still receives telephone calls 
from two s pecial s tudents 
from years pasl. especially on 
imporlant holidays . 

"I s till hear from lwo of 
them. One calls once a 
monlh. The other is a judge 
who a lways calls a t Christ
mas," Genung said. 

Genung·s award is one of 
the highest Sun Health gives. 
called "Spirit of Philanthro
py." The trophy is a swirl or 
polislted glass. In acldi lio11. 
one of Boswell Memorial I los
pital'·s towe rs has been 
named ror the couple. 

Jew11w W111~JrC!cl CWI /)(" 

r e n c /1 e cl u 1 
jwi1wgrnc/£tlciz1ri/1.co111 or /111 
rn /lir,r, R?F; •)~'l') 
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, f1". ~l~V',1 l•· ' ~~lii.f't~ !"~ ': :1, ,, ,, :·• • ···sun City twins match memories 
By BRITT KENNERLY 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Gertrude reme mbe rs pinching he r 
twin, Laura, to keep her still when the two posed for a 
Borden's milk ad that proclaime d "We Se ll Sa ti s fac
tion." 

More than e ight 
. .. ·1.1 ••: ... 1•1 .. 1:1s1_1!~ .®..E.tWSo~,.--- •. ,. " decades later, the 

twins, who turn 85 
'. today, arc s till 

looking o ut fo r 
<' each othe r and re l

ishing lives as mir
ror images. 

The oldes t of s ix 
childre n, Ger trude 
George and La ura 
Morri s, nee the 
Ott~ twins , we re 

~ born in Pillsburgh 
and s p e n t th e ir 
earl y c hildh oo d 
years in J a mes
town, N.Y. . 

For years, they've 
sa ve d fra g il e 
photo s o f their 
p e a s -i n -a · P o d 
youth. 

A shot or the m 
f 0"Jf!_~;s, d e C k C cf o ll I i 11 

c.:.,;..._ ....._ __ _....-_ .. _, · ..... ·..c;.·••,,.· "-'. ma t c 11 i 11 g 11 at s , 

hands hidden in styli sh white muffs, is ha ndsome ly 
framed; a picture of the m smiling and sporting huge 
hair ribbons pays tribute to their seeming in-
separability. ' 
• "Mother and Father always dressed us alike," Laura 

said. "And sometimes we took advantage of it." 
Luckily, their taste in clothes, from the beginning, 

was very similar, Ger:-trude said. 

Slephen Chernak/Dally Newa-Sun 

Twins Gertrude Geo'rge, left, and Louro Morris, 
celebrate their 85th birthday today. The pair, left, 

. posed for an ad in the Pittsburgh Press in the late 
'20s. 

"There'd always be a piece of clothing we both were 
attracted to," she said. "Then when we'd go to buy two 
of the same outfit, they'd say, 'We have one in your 
size and one in a different color in size 16." 

The' 'twins' . interest in clothing led them to s tudy 
costume design at Carnegie Tech's (now Carnegie
Mellon University) Margaret Morrison School. E ach 
earned· a bachelor's degree in costume design in 1931. 

Looking alike had more than a few be nefits a t the 
college level. 

One day, when Gertrude was ill with the nu , Laui-a 
"stepped in" for her sister during an economics test. 

"When I went in the room, I didn't know where she 
sat, and someone finally said, 'Why don't you sit 
down?"' Laura said. 

Laura comple ted the test, but also did something her 
s ister hadn't asked her to do. 

She walked home with a boy Ge rtrude had been 
eyeing - and th e n lold him "I like you too much to 
foo l a round." 

"Whe n she told me the truth, I was so mad," 
Gertrude sa id . "J\nd e ve ryone in the class flunked the 
lest. " 

Arte r gradu a ti on, the twi ns pla nne d to open their 
Sec Bond brings, AS 
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DOERS PROFILE 
Elinor Gerber 

Vita: Grad11ated from 
Goshen (Ind./ College: 
11111sic and English 
teacher; director of S 1111 

Cities Women's Chorns. 

Hometown: S 1111 City. 

Marital status: Married. 

Self-portrait: Energetic. 

Motto: Do yo11r rery hest, regardless of 
your ability. 

Greatest Feat: Rearing fo11r children with the 
aid of a wonde1f11I husband and 
fathe,: 

Fantasy: To sing soprano and alto at the 
same time. 

Favorite music: Classical and stringed 
instrume/1/s. 

Inspiration: My teachers, and my h11shand. 
Ralph. he's so supportive of me. 

Key to Longevity: Keeping active. 

Last Words: It 's heen a good life. 

Season offers 
noteworthy 
concerts 
By MICHAEL P. HEGARTY 
Daily News-Sun staff 

W 
hen you ask Elinor Gerber 'how she got 
started with music, she giggles like a 
little girl. She began taking piano les
sons as a 5-year-old. 

Now, she's giving them. And directing, arrang
ing and composing music for groups all over the 
Sun Cities. 

From September through Christmas, Gerber 
will be involved in 19 concerts, including the Sun 
Cities Women's Chorus' Christmas concert Sun
day. 

"It's the first big Christmas musical in the Sun 
Cities each year," Gerber said. 

Music is in her blood. It flowed through he r 
parents, into her and has been passed on to her 
children. 

" In my family, there were three things that 
were important: family, music and church," she 
said. 

In that order? 
"They were equally important, like a triangle," 

she said. 
All three play a large role in Gerber's life. 
She has been playing the piano practically non

stop since her childhood. Growing up, she per
formed for her sisters on the piano. 

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Mo nday, Nov. 29, 1993 

"I played the piano primarily to accompa!'ly my 
sisters," Gerber said. "It was one of my highest 
priorities." 

She went on to earn a degree in music and 
English from Goshen (Ind.) College. Gerber taught 
those subjects to schoolchildren in Ohio before 
marrying the Rev. Ralph Gerber, a Presbyterian 
minister. 

Gerber soon quit the classroom, but not teach
ing. She continues to educate people every day. 

"Teaching is the most important and exciting 
thing in my life," she said. 

Gerber made Sun City her classroom 11 years 
ago, moving to the area when Elinor's husband 
was serving an interim with Faith Presbyterian 
Church. 

"We liked the friendliness and the advantages 
of the area," she said. "And, my arthritis got 
better." 

When the Gerbers lived in Omaha, Neb., her 
arthritis was so bad she had to give up the piano. 
But things quickly changed with the warm, dry 
Arizona weather. 
"After we were here four months, I was able to 

play again," Gerber said. 
Not only was she able to work the keys again, 

but she began a calligraphy business, using the 
fancy lettering to ' create greeting cards, an
nouncements and "anything in calligraphy that 
can be done," she said. .. 

Gerber has customers all over the world and 
said she has made more than 2,000 greeting 
cards. Her calligraphy, though, is more of a 
hobby. 

"I limit myself on calligraphy," Gerber said. 
"Other things have deadlines. These don't." 

Music, both playing and teaching, occupies 
most of her time. How much exactly depends on 
what has to be done. 

"I spend as much time as it needs to get it 
right," Gerber said. 

She just doesn't like things right, she demands 
them. 

"I'm a perfectionist," Gerber said. "It's a great 
handicap. I expect to do my best and expect it 
from everyone else." 

Gerber's quest for success in everything she 
does benefits all of those around her. She pro
vides music and entertainment to her audience, 
while finding a personal fulfillment through her 
productions. 

"The real joy is seeing people I work with 
enjoy the music," she said. 

:I\ ~. 
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OUR NEIGHBORS 

Tintinnabulation 
from bro·nze bells 
By TERRI FOWLIE-HEWETT 

Jo Gerig has played a large part in 
shaping Sun City's musical profile. 
· The petite, energetic, 88-year-old 
woman, who moved to Sun City in 1961, 
started the Sun City Hand Bell Ringers 
in 1967, the first local group of its kind . 

She also started the Sun City 
Women's Chorus in 1962. 

Gerig, formerly a professional choir 
director, says her interest for starting a 
local English handbell ringers group 
peaked when she heard a Phoenix group. 

"I talked to the director of the Phoenix 
group and found out what was needed." 

She then talked to her neighbor at the 
time, Howard A. Lentz (now deceased) 
who gave her a $1,000 donation to start 
the club. 

Then, she atten.ded a convention in 
New Mexico to learn more about 
ringing, and ordered the club's first set 
of handbells from England. 

They can play individually or in turn 
with the group. 

But in centuries past, before hand
bells, ringers gathered in belfries to ex• 
change bell tolls, she says. 

"Eventually, people realized they did , , 
not want to go into cold, dark bell towers . ~ ,t;\ 
and the more manageable handbells ' ~ ~ •-
were developed." l 

"Some think of bells as just a bunch of I 
noise. This is not true. If played correct
ly, handbells sound very soft and . 
melodic." 

The bronze handbells, sold in octave 
· sets of 24, would now cost well over 
$2,000 a set, she says. 

To protect the expensive bells, ringers 
wear gloves. If bells are touched , hand 
oils and perspiration corrode the sur
face, eventually changing the pitch. 

Although not a~ active as a performer. 

To spark Sun City interest in the new 
club, Gerig placed notices in local 
papers. "We only needed 10 people and 
15-18 showed up." 

Gerig says she is now a "good listener," 
and attends the symphony, choir, and 
other musical performances. 

'\ ·- ' . 
JO GERIG, a musical pioneer in Sun City, founded the first band~ll ringers club in 
1967. Photo by Terry Fowlle-Hewett 

Now there are three local groups 
original Gerig Ringers, the Carillon 
Ringers, and the Lentz Choir. 

Now an honorary life member, she ap• 
pears as a guest ringer. She is one of the 
last original members still playing. 

Today's handbell ringers stand side-' 
by-side behind bells arranged on a table. 

She walks daily and says it is impor
tant to stay culturally and physically ac
tive. 

Her tips for beginning clubs? 
"Research the· club and have a good 

reason for starting it. Also, know where 

your funding is going to come from." 
For more information on local handbell 

clubs, call 933-3248 or 933-2875. 
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"Get 'ein to the Plane 
on Tirrie," ·as sung by" the 
Katydids; : was dedicated 
to Lou and Ester Gibb by 
the Boswell Hospital 
Foundation Trustees. 

More than 75 trustees 
and their spouses were in 
attendance to honor Lou 
and Ester at a special 

... 

l 

dinner May 13. 
The event, including the 

gifts, were pa_id for by the 
guests of the p~rty. 

Lou, assistant to the 
president-development, 
recently retired. 

He and Ester plan to 
visit their children in Lon
don. 

Thursday, May 20, 1982 ,- _fiEWS-,SUN ·All 
. - - --- .. · . .. --.::•. - :" •'\ .......... 

they chatted with many she explained as she gent-
friends. ly touched the blossom. 

The couple came to Sun "It is from the trustees. 
City from Ada, Ohio, My husband has been so 
where Lou was vice pres i- happy working with these 
dent of development for people." 
Ohio Northern University. Rose Gammill , Arnold 

He raised more than $6 '. J ohnson and Bob Hoover 
million to build a new par t" were engrossed in "shop 
of the campus. ta lk." 

He has been with the " We are part of a team 
During the social hour Boswell Foundation more that solici ts contributions 

than seven years. from the merchants in all 
He started the Boswell of the shopping centers in 

Society, whose members Sun City," Ro se ex
contribute $100 or more plained. 
each year. "It is only through con-

The society has become tributions from individu
the major annual giving als and merchants that 
program of the founda- Boswell can purchase and 
tion. maintain equipment," she 

"I am going to say to- continued. " It is not used 
night- if I am asked to for the operation of the 
say a few words- th a t hospital. We need about 
there are six or seven $500,000 a year." 
trustees here this evening Arnold Johnson is chair
who were present at the m an of the in vestment 
first board meeting that I committee. He looks after 
attended," said Lou. the pooled income funds 

He looked around the and invests the mo~.,.}:} 
room and pointed out Carl · ( have been at this 
H. Anderson, Henry Ray- wor I for a long time," 
mond, Lan Atkins, Burt sa id Arnold . Arnold 
Freireich, Dick Welch , ser\'ed as chief financial 
Earl Norton; Hugo Huller- offi cer for the Ohio Na
man, Deb Louden , and tiona l Life Ins urance Co. 
Spencer MoorP. in Cincinna ti . 
. Ester's soft blue metal- Bob and J anet Howsam 

Bob and Janet Howsam enjoy a moment together 
during Lou Gibb's retirement party. 

(News-Sun Photos by Loraine Towne) 

lie gown was enhanced by talked with friends . Bob is 
the fresh pink orchid on vi ce chai rma n of the 
her shoulder. board of the Cincinnati 

"This orchid was sent to Reds baseball team and 
my home this afternoon," has been a trustee of the 

foundation for about four 
yea rs. 
_ "I feel that the hospital 
1s one of the most impor
tant projects we have in 
the two Sun Cities and 
certainly one that i

1

s im
portant to everyone," he 
said . " With the fourth 
tower, we have the third 
largest hospital in this 
area." 

" I was a patient in Bos
well a few weeks ago," 

&_. Jane added. " I was im-
1, p_ressed with the profes-
~1 s1onal care I received and 
f· ·· the kindnesses of the vol-
,. -::· ,,. - untcers." 
i , t Willard Bailey is Lou 
, ._ ·, : Gibb 's replacement and 

_;;,.~'-·· · ~f " is new to Sun City. ' 
, ~1-J:~i·•" ·: - : ! "We moved here fro·m 

-r.-'! .. I\ v- r, . , Baltimore, although our 
A:· : r:.\::, ··; ,, . ·. · .. . ; ·· home is · in -~erneirinatJ.~'"' 
.. ,; ; -~ . ( said Willard. 

1 

ta.lk . shop during a recent He has been: as~tc'i~ted 
with pediatrics training 
hospitals for 16 years and 

~ 
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Lou Gibb, left, retired from Boswell Hospital Founda
tion last week. Willard Bailey, who wlll fill the 
position, chats with Gibb and his wife Ester at their 
retirement party. 

was in fund ra1smg a nd committee, presented Lou 
public relations in univer- and Ester with a silver 
sity-affiliated childr e n's tray inscribed in part , 
hospitals. "To Lou and Ester with 

One guest asked about great appreciation from 
his new job and he re- Boswell Foundation, May 
plied, "This is what I 13, '82." 
wrote in the remembr- They were also present
ance book for Lou. 'There ed with a remembrance 
are many measurements book in which guests had 
in success and I will be written personal senli-
measured in many ways. ments to them. . 
If I am as well-liked and The · final gift was a 
respected as Lou is, I will generous check for their 
feel I have been very sue- round trip fares to Lon
cessful.' I really mean don, and additional funds 
that. " for fun. 

Lan and Ruth Atkins "How two people in one 
chatted with W. Austin night could get so many 
Turn'er, administrator of honors is beyond my 
·the hospital. imagination," said Lou. 

Lan is a charter mem- "Ester and I are deeply 
ber of the foundation and grateful for your thought
.on the hospital board. fu\ness. For us to be 
· Austin said, "I think ev- guests of such a distin-
erybody who knows Dr. guished body as this is 
Gibb loves him. We hate more than any two people 
'to see him slow down." have the right to expect. I 

·chairmen of the dinner thank you all. 
were Ted and Virginia "But most of all, I wish 
Callis. to pr~ise and thank one 

"I had such a good com- , man. There i& ~2. one man 
mi_tt~ that_.the only _deci- _w_ho . has ,,~0~1~ore • to 
sion I) ha$~.~ make· -was ... J>~~tuate · the if~YP.dat\on 

, dwJt~~tr, ,.:f_ofi~~d }Jay~ .for : ~ -~--;~~J~\~~~Jkti~,.%~ 
e~IC'f , ·Lo 1ght,'>-· ,Ted ~~~- ·\~e/l\1~p~en~• .. ,rne1n 

said:- . . ., ; ~~~ . ·;S.q_lcJ.;w~~h,' pre#de_~f-"of 
Roberta Shantz,· second -~ :~d:•of;,ttustees :' for 

vice president a~d;,t; .a ~ 'fe~ ~o·swelf ~< Ho·~pl}al 
member of , the dinner F'oundatlon." ,..: .. / \t,t. 

' ' ,. 
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Presidential pal 
ED GILBERT: Sun City 
man served under 
Eisenhower and Kennedy 
MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Ed Gilbert of Sun City fondly remembers 
working on special assignments for Presidents 
John F. Kennedy and Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

The 96-year-old Gilbert - who appeared on 
the cover of the July 26, 1963, edition of Time 
magazine - was international president of The 
Brotherhood of Locomotive and Firefighters and 
Engine Men. 

He said being president of this union afforded 
him the opportunity to serve under two 
presidents on special assignments. 

Gilbert, who said he was a good friend of 
Kennedy, said he was dispatched to Iowa after 
Kennedy was informed Russia was considering 
attacking America. 

"Actually I hate to report this," he said. "It 
might bring up some bad feelings. If they had 
attacked us, the plan was to eradicate Russia." 

Gilbert said he went to' Iowa without receiving 
specific directions from Kennedy. 

"The order would have come from Kennedy," 
he said. "I was supposed to be in a position to 
carry out his orders. I knew how to carry out 
orders. 

"I would have done whatever Kennedy told me 
to do. I would have tried anyway," he continued. 
"When your pres ident asks you to do something. 
you try to get it done.· 

Gilbert said he was in cons tant contact with 

Kennedy, and he recalls the president as a great 
person. . 

"We had a good rapport," he said. 
Kennedy supported labor unions, Gilbert said, 

which is the main reason the two came to know 
each other. But Kennedy was not the first 
president he worked for, Gilbert said. 

Under Eisenhower, the Sun City man was 
sent to Europe to look into the Radio Free 
Europe program. . 

"(Eisenhower) asked me to go over there to get 
a look at how the program was operating," he 
said. 

Gilbert said Eisenhower knew there were 
problems with the U.S.-funded program, but he 
did not want to make a decision on its future 
without being fully informed. . 

"He depended on me to find out what was 
wrong," he said. "He knew it needed attention.· 

Gilbert said being in charge of a large union 
gave him the chance to meet and work for 
several presidents. 

"We had reasons to support a guy or not to," 
he said. "In other words, we were mixed up in 
politics." 

Gilbert also remembers conversations he had 
with President Harry Truman and some advice 
that was given to him. He said he asked Truman 
about some actions Eisenhower had taken and 
what he would have done. Truman, he said, was 
not going to criticize Eisenhower. 

"What he said is do not make a decis ion 
without having all the facts," Gilbert said. 
. Truman told a large group of union members . 
including Gilbert. "I am not going to sit out here 
and second-guess him." 

Michael Maresh can be reached at 876-25 13 or 
mmar-esh@aztrib.com. 

ED PERSONALITIES 

STEVE CHERNEK/DAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Sun City resident Ed Gilbert served under both 
Eisenhower and Kennedy - although he was good 
friends with Kennedy - during his tenure as 
international president of The Brotherhood of 
Locomotive and Firefighters and Engine Men. Above. 
Alice Gilbert holds a Time cover from 1963 that featured 
her husband. 
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Dally Nows-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Tuesday, Jan . 5, 1988 Community · A3~ 

" I am very proud of the record I made . Not 
only from the standpoint of the people who 
elected me, but also the railroa d side." 
- H. E. (Ed) Gilbe rt, former railway unio n 
preside nt. 

In 1954, President Eisen,~ 
hower a lso requested that Gil
bert serve on a committee to·· 
observe the operations of Radio·· 
Free Europe. 

At that same time, Richard" 
Nixon was the vice president."· 
Gilbert met him in the club- ' 
house of the Burning Tree· · 
Country Club in Washington : 
D£. -

Through this chance meeting, 
Gilbert convinced Nixon to in::: 
fluence a congressional com-'· 
mittee to release a bill to the 
floor of Congress. That bill was ·: 
the Power Brake Law of 1958. It '" 
required the railroads to have~ 
the brakes of their freight cars, , 
checked every 500 mi !es. 

After Eisenhower, Gilbert"' ' 
was appointed by Kennedy to .a': 
committee to assist in activities 
marking\ the 50th anniversary,. 
of the Department of Labor . · 
Following Kennedy's dea th, . 
Gilbert also had a few dealings, , 
with Lyndon B. Johnson. 

The last former president 
Gilbert met was Harry Truman. 

He met him at a dinner party··· 
held by Tennessee Gov. Frank-: 
Clements in t he governor's 
mansion in Nashville in 1959. 

At that dinner, Gilbert recalls·~ 
the former president explaining ·· 
why he had to r emove Gen .... , 
Douglas MacArthur from com-,, 
mand of U.S. forces in the Far 
East. 

"He told me he had to do it to ... 
prove th.at the army wasn' t · 
~ning the country," Gilbl;rt __ 
said. 
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Looking back 
First Webb building superintendent 
recalls Sun City's early beginnings 

Once Del Webb started work on Sun City, the construction crews 
never looked back -

And the face of the Northwest Valley changed, almost overnight. 
Tom Gilbreath, who was Webb's first construction superintendent 

in Sun City, started work in 1959, preparing for the Opening Day, 
Jan. 1, 1960. 

At that time construction men were working on, but hadn't com
pleted, the Grand Center shops, the Safeway store and the Highway 
House. 

Construction of the model houses and the apartments behind the 
Highway House was continuing, as well. 

"Del Webb spent $1 million in Sun City before any houses were 
sold," says Mr. Gilbreath. "Across in Youngtown, you couldn't even 
buy a hamburger." 

Some 300 to 400 houses were sold on opening day. Mr. Gilbreath 
recalls the long lines of people waiting to see the homes. 

"We started with six models, the cheapest was under $10,000 and 
the highest price was $15,000." 

"Now, there arc 21 models, in Sun City West. 
"A lot of the home sales were done by mail - just like buying a 

house out of the Montgomery Ward catalog." 
He recalls a shopper talking to an "oldtimcr," who was looking out 

on the houses that were going up. 
"I remember when that was nothing but a cotton field," the old timer 

said. 
"Really? When was that?" 
"Two days ago." 
Mr. Gilbreath says the construction force, numbering nearly 600 

workers, was on a roll. " We did eight houses, complete, and four 
apartments, per day. " 

The work orders were simple. "That meant we had to be working 
on 260 houses, altogether, in order to finish eight per day - and half 
that many apanmcnts. 

"We'd dig footings one day, pour concrete the next, put do_wn the 
foundations, rough in the plumbing, then pour the slabs, right on to 
turning the key." · 

Subcontractors were hired for everything except the concrete work, 
says Mr. Gilbreath. Webb did the concrete work for the project. 

The construction started with all-masonry exterior walls. "There 
were all the masons you could think of," says Mr. Gilbreath. "After I 
left, the masons went on strike, and while they were out, the supcrvi-

THE WAY WE WERE. Sun 
City (right) as it appeared in the 
summer of 1959, five months 
before it officially opened. Be
low, Webb officials discuss 
plans for the Highway House 
Motel and Restaurant. It was not 
uncommon for new residents to 
live at the motel until their new 
Sun City homes were completed. 
The Highway House later be
came the King's Inn Hotel and 
was recently torn down to make 
room for Smith's Food and Drug 
Store. 

sors decided they could do without them. They went to an all-frame 
construction. 

'They had to do something - people had to cat." 
Webb bought construction material in by the train load, he recalls, 

with the trains delivering the orders to a railway siding on 98th Av
enue. 

As general supervisor, Mr. Gilbreath had two assistant supervi
sors, each with a foreman in the field, for each phase of the work. 

There were Veterans Admini stration and Federal Housing 
Administration inspectors assigned almost full-time to the work, as 
well. 

"We had to use two-way radios with a central station. It's com
monplace now, but was something new in 1960." 

Mr. Gilbreath stayed with the Sun City project until the building 
crews had finished 5,000 units. He then transferred out to Sun City, 
Calif., where he worked for about two years. 

There were other jobs and projects to occupy his attention, in 
Western and Midwestern states. 

"Finally, I got tired of running around and came back to Ariwna 
where I had kept my home," he says. 

Construction jobs around the Valley kept him busy for a while, be
fore he retired about eight years ago. 

Jan . 24-30, 1990, THE SUN CITIES l~DF.PF.NDF.NT -Page 3' 
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Jewish Heritage Award 
goes to Sun Citian 
JOHN SOKOUCH 
DAILY t:E\\IS-SUN 

Having come to the United 
S tates to escape Nazi hatred in 
the 1930s, Max Gimpel has 
made it his life's work to 
spread love. 

Through volunteering and 
an . Gimpel. who lives in Sun 
City. has dedicated much of 
h is free time to des igning and 
making religious articles for 
temples as well as creating 
secular artwork in the 
community. 

For his work and dedication 
to the J ewish community, the 
Alizona Jewish Histortcal Soci
ety announced this week it is 
a\\'arding Gimpel the Beiyl 
Morton Jewish Herttage 
A\\'ard. Gimpel will be the first 
to receive the honor, which is 
expected to be an annual 
a\\'ard given to people who 
have made a significant contrt
bution 'of their time. knowledge 
and creativity to the Arizona 
J ewish He1ita~e Society or the 
J ewish Heritage Center. 

"Max is a veiy interesting 

guy and veiy deserving of this 
award," said Jack Fradin of 
the society. "He has designed a 
lot of stuff for us and volun
teers a lot of his time. He is 
veiy giving." 

Gimpel designed the 
stained glass a l Beth Emeth 
Congregation in Sun City West 
a s well as the mezuzah for the 
doorpost at the Jewish Hert
tage Center in Phoenix. 

A mezuzah is a small con
tainer of wood. plastic or metal 
with a piece of parchment 
inside containing some of the 
most import.ant words from 
the Torah, according to the 
Conference on Judaism. A 
mezuzah is nailed to doorposts 
of Jewish homes, and it is cus
tomary to touch it upon enter
ing the house as a reminder of 
God's presence. 

·1 don't know what to say," 
Gimpel said of the award. "I'm 
veiy honored for the award, 
but I am not sure what it is all 
about light now. I'm sure it 
has something to do with 

See Couple lett. A7 

supervisor in the engineering 
and art departments. 

some of the work I ha\'l' clone 
for the societ v with 
\'Olu nteering ... 

AJU1ough the award from 
the J e1vish Historical Society is 
based on his dedication to the 
organization and his work in 
religious a rt. Gimpel worked 
on nonreligious art as well. He 
designed Sun City's 40th
anniversa1y logo. which 
appeared on stationeiy, flags 
and vehicles when the com
munity celebrated 40 years in 
2000. 

But Gimpel said his great
est accomplishment was 
designin,!1; the synagogue for 
Beth Emeth Congregation 
about 22 years ago. 

·1 designed it from the 
ground up. and the stained
glass windows." he said. 

Gimpel and wifl' Alice emi
grated from their home in 
Vienna . Aus tria . lo i\ t'W York 
Citv in I 938. after .\ cl 1lf Iii tier 
sent Nazi troops into ,\us t1ia. 
The Gimpels spoke no English 
when anived in till' United 
Stmes. 

Gimpel a ttendl'cl tl.c Vienna 
Art Academy to stuc1r .1ne ,lrts . 
design an d calli!.(1:,\'Jl1y. I le 
la ter studied 111ed1.111.,·al cn !.(i
neering at the City ( olle~e ot 
:-Jew York. and St'JY<·cl 11•ith the 
Ll .S. Na\'\' during \\ L, I \\ ar II. 
He worke d for Bl'i l 'kk pho1w 
Labs for 28 \'L'.tr~ as a 

Gimpel is well-known in the 
community for the vivid image 
he created in the 1970s of a 
U.S. flag. "The Star-Spangled 
Ba nner" constitutes the red 
st1ipes. and the blue back
ground behind the 50 white 
stars is composed of the words 
to the Pledge of Allegiance. 

He said the process of 
designing the synagogue and 
seeing it through to comple
tion took about a year and a 
half. 

Gimpel will receive the 
award durin,!1; Jewish Heritage 
Week later tnis fall. f or infor
mation, contact the Arizona 
J ewish Historical Society at 
602-241 -7870. 

John Sokolich can Ix 
reached at 876-2526 or 

j sokolich@aztrib.com. 
Erin Reep contribULed co this 

article. 
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.·: _.·,:,. ·.··By JANICE TARLETON 
. . · .. £· · ·0AILY NEWS-SUN . 

. , . ---------------
§ ,,., _ .. ::Max Gimpel -wanted. to go' to art · 

C/) school. :f!is orthodox parents insisted 
~ that he. finish Hebrew Academy. 
a.> . f: · In the end they all · got their way, . 
z and it's evident at Beth · Emeth 

,'i. · Congregation synagogue iri Sun City 
· W esl . ~ -.> . ·;,• • 

. · The Sun City man 'designed the ~ 
. building as well as several large 
st~ined glass windows ~ and the · ·: 

. bronze doors .''of the · Holy"iArk - . 
pieces that combine Hebrew, cal
ligraphy, Biblical history ~nd art-, , 
istry. ·\, ... : ,:1i, A ~ \,<._ • •, O • O .. , 

The essence of the 
1

Vienna ·native 
J is perhaps best summed up in the 
• Holocaust memorial. The gaunt fig-
~, ures in the base, a mass grave, are 

· [ { actually Hebrew· letters spelling ov.t ; 
~ a final prayer to God. The ascending 

flame proclaims: "I° believe with 
perfect faith." · -'· . 

"Here the man tried to reach out 
· .c.:, _:,. .; and save his family," Gimpel said, 

· ' solemnly -pointing to letters fash-
~ . . . ioned to portray a man, his wife 
H nursing a baby, along with a child. 
~ . A personal note at the bottom of .. , ' " ~ s1 ... e Chemek/Oaily News-Sun 

out" . v .•· . • • 
· The crowning achievement of hts . 
life, at this point, is designing . the 
synagogue, completed in March 1987. 

Pulling ·out a · manila folder, he 
.sorts . through .copious notes written 
l.n pencil, draftsman-style - t~e. re
_ sults of his -. research . into Btbhcal 
·matters. ' .. 1•, .,l; > . · · 

For example, ·entries document.the 
.coior of stone assigned to each of the 
12 tribes of Israel, colors that Gimpel 
incorporated into stained glass pan

. e·ls portraying each of the tribes. , 
': "I tried to put some meaning int~ 

, e~erything," said Gimpel, usi~ a 
. hand to· hold the yarmulke on his 
~snow white hair, . ' ·-:· ... -~ .. '· . . ,,· . 

,-.:i Gimbel's handwritten biography . .. · · · : ' ,,· "· ' .,,~ ·'· · 
~ spells out the significance: ~e lost Sun Citian Max Gimpel d~signed the Beth Emeth Congregation in Sun City West, including the stained glass . 
~ . ,. two brothers ·and their families in windqws. . .. -_; · ' 1/.. . • r.f.:.4 

_' Th~ sloping beamed ceili~g swe~ps 
upward, signifying pr~y~rs ascendmg 
to · heaven. The bronze doors con
ceaiing the Torah, contain the mes- · 
sage, "If one observes the laws of t~e
Torah and believes in God, there wtll 
be peace in the world," · while por
traying the city · of Jerusalem, the 
wailing wall and seven spheres of 

·heaven. 

c:r:: • · Holocaust. . '; ·_. :· · ·. . . ...: · · r .: > ··.- · ·-·'- "> ,. · ·- ~ -1~ . ,_ . re , Gimpel', 81,' was born and raised in joining to Germany. ,:. r: · . Labs supervising the engineerin~ 
Vienna. After Hebrew Academy, he He· studied· mechanical engineer- =and art'departmenl . . 
attended the Vienna "Art Aca~emy ing at City College of New York, • .. Along' the way he was des.igning: a 
where ' he ' stuaied design ·and cal- served · in · the · U.S. Navy during chapel ~for the U.S. Navy in Subic 
ligraphy. His family left Austria-' in ·· World War II, then spent the bulk of •. Bay, Philippines, posters for Bell . 
1939 after anschluss, the forced his working y~ars at Bell Telephone · Labs, a 'postal service first day cover, 

~-. • • _J, .... --·:·. :-... -·· ,,. . • 

. ' ·,· . . 
Christmas· seals, a stamp for the_ state . 

· of Illino_is. . . 
His lithograph of the United States 

Flag rendered in calligraphy of the 
National Anthem and Pledge of Al
legiance was a:ccepted by the Na-

· The design and building project 
took two years and· Gimpel, along 
with building chairman Saul Fidel-
man, oversaw it all. · 

If you have an interesting neigh~or 
you'd like us to meet, call ·Jamee ~-'- . 
Tarleton at 876-2511. 
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e ~eated 
sary logo 

By BIU.:T !\kh:E /\N I> 
/\111,ough his face may not be 

r ecognizabl<', lw; work certainly 
is. 

H is latest creation has pro
bah1:v be<'n se<.'n by rll'arl y every 
resicl<•nt of Sun City at each and 
every ac tivit y thi s month 
celebrat ing the community's 
25th anniver sary. 

His name is M ax Gimple and 
he is the designer of the 25th an
niversar y logo. The logo, pictur
ing a giant 25 inside the familiar 
Del Webb pinwheel , can be seen 
on hundreds of Silver Jubilee 
item s - T -shirts, bumper 
sticker s, patches and souvenir 

·· ~ Qs-a,,"ctlmvelopcs. - - - -
"The symbol of the sunburst is· 

gener ally r ecognized by all Sun 
Citians to be the symbol of Sun 
City ," says Gimpel. 

"I simply took the sunburst 
and added the number 25 to come 
up with the design." 

The insignia was chosen by the 
rec centers last summer over 40 
other entries. The Sun Ci t ian also ' 
designed the 30th anniversary · 
logo for Youngtown this past 
year as well as the design now 
used by the Arizona Governor's 
Council on Health and Physical 
Fitness. 

Gimpel became interested in 
the world of art while still a child 
in his native country of Austria. 
W}len he was 12 years old he won · 
6ts first art contest. He attended 
'VJenna Art Academy in Vienna, 

str ia before moving to 
-~"' ' ""1"""'"'!"{.-•t 

United States where he enrolled 
in City College and Columbia 
Univer sity in New York. 

After serving with the U .S 
Navy in World War II, Gimple 
worked at Bell Laboratories as a 
supervisor of the Engineer In
formation and Art Departments. 

Over the year s, Gimpel has 
cont inued to do free-lance work 
on a number of occasions. While 
in Sun City he has done work for 
the Thunderbird Merchant s 
Association, Meas Museum , 
Temple Beth Em eth and the 
Judaica Museum. He al so 
teaches art classes and hosts 
workshops in Sun City rec 
centers fmm time to·tim~ -- · 

His rno st famous work 
however, is his unique design of 
an American Flag which hangs 
in the Naval History Division's 
Flag Section at the Museum of 
American History in Washington 
D.C. 

The flag uses the words to the 
pledge of allegiance to form the 
blue field for the stars and the 
words to the Star Spangled Ban
ner to form the red stripes. 

" When an idea comes to mind, 
I make several sketches . 
However, usually the first one 
turns out to be the best," says 
Gimpel. 

"A design should express ancl 
explain an idea," adds Gimplc. 
" It should be simple and obviou,; 
to the viewer . The viewer should 
not have to figure out what you 

_ are tryin1ofJf res_f..;' l ~· . . 

u - ..a~ ~ ... . 

Tl! I•: S UN CITi l•:S I i\' I >I·.' ., ,.1uary H · ., J 1 
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Photo by Bret Mc eand 

WINNING DESI GN. Sun Citian Max Gimpel . ·splays his design of 
the logo which has now become the official i ignia for Sun qty's 

I 25th anniversary. Gimpel also designed ungtown 's 30th an-
niversary logo. \ 
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Sun Citian creates winning logos 
By P. ATWOOD WILLIAMS 

Staff Writer 
Max Gimpel has created an

other winning logo. His latest 
design, incorporating the Del 
Webb pinwheel, will be used on 
T-shirts, patches, bumper stick
ers and souvenir stamps for the 
1985 Silver Anniversary of Sun 
City. The colors are silver, dark 
blue and red. 

The Sun Citian, also designed 
the 30th birthday logo of Young
town for that town's festivities 
this year. 

He is familiar with the art of 
designing logos, having done it 

• ~8 • 1,r 

- -

professionally and for art's sake 
many times. 

For example, the- one he did 
recently for the Arizona Gover
nor's Council on Health and 
Physical Fitness: He used the 
initials of the organization to 
create a dynamic, long-legged 
logo resembling a human stick 
figure. At the same time the 
Arizona flag is incorporated in 
the half circle formed above the 
"H" which is the arms. 

THIS WAS selected from 
among 40 entries statewide and 
earned him a weekend stay at a 
health.ranch in Tucson last year. 
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His design for Youngtown is He also designed a commemo-
being used on stationary and rative coin when he entered the 
will also be a first-day cover pinwheel design, which won the 
stamp in November. It incorpo- contest held here this spring. 
rates the numbers "30" in an Both the coin and the logo de
ornate "T" placed over a decora- signs have been copyrighted. 
tive "Y." ·The border carries the "IF A person looks at one of 
slogan "30 years of sharing and my logos and asks 'What does 
caring, Youngtown, Az." that mean?' I have failed," said 

"My first doodle is usually the Gimpel. 
best," Gimpel explains, admit- His background in calligraphy 
ting that his penchant for get- is evident in logos and in the 
ting straight to the point proba- striking design of our nation's 
bly helps him to simplify an idea flag which he has had printed 
visually. _ privately and in the Daily News-

He had lots of experience in Sun on two occasions. 
technical writing when he It uses the words of the pledge 
worked as supervisor of the En- of allegiance to form the blue 
gineering Information and Art field for the stars and the red 
Departments for Bell Laborator- stripes. 
ies. WITH THE winning silver 

HOWEVER, at age 12 in his anniversary design "I changed 
native Austria, he earned a first- the pinwheel to force the design 
prize for a winning logo for the into my idea for placing the "25" 
children's section of a Vienna into the logo," said Gimpel. 
newspaper. And he has been The numbers and ·date will be 
doing logos ever since. in dark blue with the central 

They have been used by de- circle in red. Red will also out
partment stores, the Thunder- line the word "Anniversary," 
bird Merchants Association, the and "Sun City Arizona" will be 
Mesa Museum (for which he in red. 
earned a beautiful silver bolo tie) No 25th anniversary would be 
Temple Beth Emeth and the Ju- complete without silver. It will 
daica Museum. Hiij work is on be used for the pinwheel, the 
stamps, seals, flags, stationary world "Anniversary" and the 
and banners. -~ outline of "Sun.{:;ity." 

.;,.!!'~'"' 
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Woodcarver. earns 
crowning glory 
By J.J. McCORMACK 
Senior staff writer · 

Fate and parental guidance con
;pired to steer August ,Giraldi into 
dentistry. 

Artistic talent and skill in preci
sion work directl:!d him some 50 
years later to study woodcarving. 

Today, Dr. Giraldi is both an 
award-winnin_g practitioner and 
promoter of woodcarving. 

About 30 of Giraldi's carvings, 
some whimsical, some serene, deco
rate his homes in Sun City and La 
Canada, Calif. Several dogs and a 
·roadrunne r are minorities in the 
collection of human forms. 

In every .face dwells a story from 
Giraldi's imagination. 

A prize-winning work titled "Vaga
bond," for example, depicts a hag
gard, decrepit man walking along a 
i·ailroad track. His upper body is 
slightly turned. · 

"He's looking back to see if any
body saw him," Giraldi said, care
fully lifting the cherished work into 
the s unlight. A pair of carved 
wooden dogs, the vagabond's friends, 
approach the straggler in greeting. 

A carving still in progress depicts a 
Mexican boy in despair over a 
broken vase. The boy's hands are 
raised as if to say, "What did I do?" 
Giraldi said. 

"When you carve, you have to put 
some action into it," he said. 

Giraldi practiced dentistry for 52 
years, 25 in Chicago and 27 in North 
Hollywood, Calif. Although keenly 
interested in art as a child, he fol
lowed his parents' Depression-era 
advice and opted for job security 
over job interest. 

Giraldi found out that he was well
suited to dentistry. From the outset, 
he loved the work because it allowed 
him to carve and be an artist when 
casting crowns and dentures. , , 

. ' . I 1· . , ' . ' .: 
During the Depression, Giraldi 

couldn't afford to hire a lab for cast
ing work. In those days, he said, he 
charged $1 for an extraction and $75 
for a set of dentures. 

Giraldi took up woodcarving 14 
years ago while semi-retired. He met 
and studied under a master wood-

Mollie J. Hoppes/ Doily News-Sun 

In this carving by Dr. August Gir
aldi, the vagabond is startled after 
leaving a boxcar. 

carver, the late Rudy Vargas, whose 
works are displayed in the Vatican, 
in Disneyland and in the Smith
sonian Institution. 

Some of Giraldi's carvings have 
been inspired by Vargas, including 
an award-winning carving of Bozo 
the clown. Vargas sketched the clown 
for Giraldi on a shopping bag while 
hospitalized for a heart attack. He 
died two days later. 

"He was my guiding light," Giraldi 
said ofVargas. 

The 85-year-olcrGfraldi didn't get 
rid of his dental tools after giving up 
his practice for good in 1984. They 
have proven useful ·in woodcarving, 
especially for fine, detailed work 
such as eyes. 

Giraldi continues to study, practice 
and promote woodcarving.. He 



Dr. August Giraldi chips away at 
Family. The Sun City man has 
expertise. 

spends about 10 hours a week carv
ing and is active in the California 
Carver's Guild. · 

With few exceptions, Giraldi keeps 
everything he creates. "It's too hard 
to part with them," he said. 

In Sun City, Giraldi does most of 
his carving in the Bell Woodworking 
Shop. 

Mollie J. Hoppes/ Daily News-Sun 

a piece he calls the Benefits of the 
won many award for his carving 

"If I make' chips and leave them on 
the kitchen table, I'll be thrown out 
of the house," he· said. ·· 

Giraldi recommends woodcarving 
as a stress reducer. 

"When you're carving, you've got to 
give 100 percent of your concentra
tion because you can't make a mis
take. That relieves tension because 
you can't think about anythjng else.'' 
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Girards invest in future of Symphony 
:By CONNIE STEELE 
:Daily News-Sun staff 
· : SUN CITY - A couple noted 
'for their business savvy have 
favested $25,000 in the Sun 
Cities Symphony Orchestra.' 

"It's a very happy and de
lightful thing for a retirement 
community to have a full sym• 
phony,'· said Mary Girard, who, 
along with her husband, Rich• 

, .ard, have donated the money 
through an irreversible trust. 
·: "It's the embodiment of the 
second chance," she said. "They 
(volunteer musicians) played 
when young and now have 
taken it up again." 

About 45 musicians in the 95. 
piece orchestra are volunteer 
musicians whose only rewards 
are personal satisfaction and 
pleasure, said Ann Walling, 
first J.resident of the Symphony 
Gui!' 
: -Frederick James, president of 

the Sun Cities Symphony Or
chestra Association, recently 
recognized the Girards for ac• 
cumulating $25,000 in the Sun 
Cities orchestra's pooled-income 
fund with the Arizona Commu• 
11-ity Foundation. 
· In doing so, the Girards have 

permanently endowed the prin• 
cipa] cello chair, which 'will be 
known as the Richard and Mary 
Girard chair. 
· The endowment fund pays in• 

terest to the donors as long as 
·they live. Only after their 
qeaths does the money become a 
working part of the endowment 
fund. 

When the invested money be-

---~ .-,;..· .. ~ 
-~~ . f: ·'(.-.. 

H ~ • 

v llllt'lil'd photo 

SYMPHONY BENEFACTORS - Richard and Mory Girard 
were recognized a t a recent Sun Cities Symphony per
formance for endowing the principal cello choir, which will 
be na med for its benefactors. 

comes a permanent part of the 
fund, its earned interest will be 
available to the symphony if it 
is needed or in cases of emer• 
gency they can draw up to 10 
percent of the capital. 

"It's a kind of cushion for an 
unforseen problem," said Rich· 
ard Girard. 

Mary Girard agreed. "You 
need the security of long-term 

funding." 
The couple said the in• 

vestment advantages are that 
they receive at least eight per• 
cent return on their investment 
as long as they live. 

They also receive an initial 
income tax deduction for the 
year in which the donation was 
made and if the investment is 
drawn from an appreciated se• 

curity there is a savings in cap• 
ital gains, they said. 

In 1988, Mary Girard founded 
the Stradivarius Society and the 
Girards were its first members. 
The society's six other members 
all have invested a minimum of 
$5,000 in the endowment fund 
to qualify for membership. 

Not everyone agrees with the 
investment's long.term payoff. 

'Tm for taking care of the 
symphony now," said Walling, 
one of the founders of the Sym
phony Guild . 

She said symphony expenses 
can hit into the high ranges . 

"Guest artists can run very, 
very high. They can run as high 
as $10,000 and $15,000," she 
said, with some particularly 
noted artists commanding 
$25,000 or $35,000 for a guest. 
appearance. 

In addition the orchestra's 
professional musicians are all 
paid at union scale, and the 
rental fee of the Sundome is not 
inexpensive, she said. 

But for the Girard's the long
term investment makes good 

sense. 
"There are any number of 

things that could happen," said 
Mary Girard. ''We wanted to 
guarantee the health of the 
symphony down the road." 

Working for the symphony's 
future has been a concern of the 
couple since they arrived in Sun 
City 11 years ago. 

Since that time, Mary Girard 
has been a driving force with 
the Symphony. 

She served as a Symphony 
board member for seven years, 
including two stints as president 
from 1984 to 1986. 

"I'm not much of a musician," 
said Mary Girard. "But the 
symphony board didn't need me 
for my musical ability, hut for 
my administrative ability." 

Richard Girard said, "I just 
answered the phone when Mary 
was president." 

He claims he's a poor speci• 
men of a true music buff. 

"I don't play any instrument. 
I have a poor ear. But I'm an 
opera freak and I enjoy music in 
an ignorant _kind of way." 

\ 
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Ellaine Glesne 
Ellainc Clesne s,,,·es li,·es. The li\'es ot \\'ildlifl' 
,1nimc1ls, thc1t is. She rescues birds, bunnies, ducks 
,,nd, \\'ell, the lbt goes Lm and on. The 92-yec.r-old 
h,1s kept busy O\'er the p,,...,t ten yec.rs as ,, 
, ·olunteer for Arizonc1 Cc1me c1nd Fish. When a 
Sun Ci tv resident finds c1n c1bc1ndoned b,1by quail 
or othe; animc1l, CJe...,ne sees to its sun·i,·,11. 

''I'm ...,upposed to be a drop-off spot," she said , 
but th,1t ' s not ,,l\\'c1vs the c,1se. Manv do not have 
,1dequate transportation so she makes the dri\'e to 
collect the ,rnimc1l, then c1ssesses where it shou Id 
be pl,,ced. For example, she mc1kes daily trips to cl 

bird ha,·en loc,1ted in Scottsdale thc1t specic1lizcs 
in qu,1il. It is .Q miles round trip from her house 
in Sun Citv. She said she traveled 3,800 miles !,1st 
vear c1nd between her c1nd her pc1rtner in Sun City 
West, ·Ma ry Ann Druffel, they rescued 900 qu ,1il 
last vear. 

Through her love for animc1ls, s he c1lso hc1s helped 
other Sun Citians. She spoke of five women in c1 
newly-opened rest home in Sun City who hc1d 
wanted something to care for, so she don,1ted t\\'o 
cockatiels she had raised since eggs. 

Ellaine keeps busy with other c1ctivities too. She has been a member 
of the Sun City Leathercrc1ft Club at the Marinette Center s ince 
1985. In fact, the showcase in the clubroom is full of her trophies 
c1nd ribbons from national ,rnd international le.1thercraft shows. She 
has served as secretc1ry and as treasurer for the club and she 
continues to teach undercutting clc1sscs, a technique th,1t club 
members sav she invented. .; 

The 27-year Sun City resident ,,·c1s ,1 member of the Sun City 
Women's Coif Association from 1978 to I 985. She sen'l'd c1s 
president of the association in I 983 and shortl y thereofler re tired 
from the gc1me of golf due to ,1 hec1rt condition. 

Over the years, s he l--ept busy in sc,·er,11 othL'r clubs c1nd h,,s -;en 'L'd 
as a monitor for the c,iln'rcrilft club c1nd the l,1pidc1ry club. 

"I think it 's good for the brain to keep going," she -;,,id. "Those that 
sit suddenly become inc,,pacitoted. I don't w,1nt to do that." 

Ellainc, and her husb,1nd Ken, moved from Heber, C1liforni,1. She 
retired as her husband 's business manager. I le wc1s an 
anesthesiologist <'Ind she took care of the billing and other office 
tasks. They raised five children and three foster children, and novv 
ha,,e IO grandchildren, 10 grec1t-grc1ndchildren and three great, 
great-grandchildren. The couple recentlv celebroted their 68th 
wedding anni\'ersary. · 

In her spc1re time, she lm·es tn wc1tch her soap operas c1nd do word 
find puzzles. She also has made 139 pairs of ec1rrings from leather. 

"I've got to be busy," she sc1 id with a smile. 

... 
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DOERS PROFILE 

Hometown: 

Family: 

Philosophy: 

Lois Goetz 
Valley City, N.D. 

One son, one grandchild. 

"Be_ of service, you get a good 
fee/mg volunteering. 
It 's gratifying." 

Key lo longevity: "Keep your mind going and 
stay busy." 

Dally News-Sun·, Sun City, Ariz. . ., .. 
. --- - -

. Wipill~f out 
· grillle, ·crime: 
··You .. ··name it 
. she's done it . 

._ By TINA SCHADE 
Staff writer : T he'. scanner is squawking, the tele-

,.;. · , ~ p~one '_ ~ ·_rfnginf a~~~·the ' c!ll go~~- -
1 - - oul&i elaerly Sun Clcy woman, 

whose electricity has turned off 
. and then back on, needs a hand securing 
her garage door which was stuck midway. 

Lois Goetz, a volunteer with the Sun City 
Sheriffs Posse, is sent to assist the woman, • 
lending an arm to guide the garage door 
into place. . 

But after Goetz dusts off her hands, the 
woman, · above the whine of her smoke 

· alarms and • the howling of her dog, shyly · 
asks Goetz for just one more favor. 

"I had to walk through the house reset
ting all the blinking digital clocks," Goetz 
said laughing. . 

After 10 years with the posse, her will
ingness to go that extra step earned Goetz 
the Posse Person of the Year Award in 
1993, six years as a lieutenant and a posi
tion on the posse's board of governors. 

The 69-year-old is one of 16 lieutenants 
serving on the board, each assigned to a 
specific duty. Goetz is responsible for 
keeping the posse members looking sharp 
in their tan and brown unifonns by keep-
ing an eye on supplies. . 

But Goetz, who logged in more than 2,000 
hours last year, has far more serious con
cerns than keeping posse members chic. 
Goetz is also a patrol car trainer and 
guides new. posse volunteers through Sun 

· City's winding roads. 
Goetz has been a dispatcher and duty 

officer as well. Since 1989, she has devoted 
nearly 14,000 hours to keeping crime off 
Sun City streets. · 

Even ofT duty, .Goetz still sets up the 
posse's ice cream socials, maintains the 
bulletin boards and coordinates other . 

•· events, keeping .her bµsy for more. than 40_ , 
• hours a week. · · . · · 
. "Nobody puts a gun to my head to do il 
It's volunteer work and I like to volunteer," 
she said.·· 

There was a time, however, when Goetz ,. 1 
was involved with keeping grime ofT the ' ~ 
nearly 220 miles of streets. • . .. ,· 

As a four-year member of the Sun City· 
PRIDES, Goetz swept the city's sidewalks, · 
raked leaves out of the meridians and · 
painted trees. The PRIDES is about 300 
members · strong and saves Maricopa 
.County a nice chunk o( change in main
tenance costs every year. 

I I 

Goetz has also tilled the soil as 'a mem
ber of the agricultural club, where she 
served on the board of directors. . 1 , ·, : • 

To keep her physique · in top crime
fighting shape, the fonner physical educa
tion teacher likes .to visit local recreation 
centers to workout and swim. ~ I, 

, ... ' .. :· 

She said she also likes to relax by ·. ' 
watching a little television. , · · · ' 

. l , 

"Sometimes when I . get home, I'm just 
too pooped to participate in anything else,'' 1° 

she said. ' 
To nominate a Doer, call Tina Schade at 

the Daily News-Sun, 876-2514. 
'I ,., I • I 

r
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The Senator From Sun City 
By LUE LEISY 

Sun City's own contribu
tion to the Arizona State 
Legislature, Senator Ray 
A. Goetze, took the oath 
of office at the convening 
sess ion of the 28th Legis
lature on Jan. 9. He felt 
especially honored a s one 
of the two legislators chos
en to escort Governor Jack 
Vvilliams from his office to 
the House C)lambers to 
deliver his address to mem
bers of the House and Sen
ate. 

After completing his first 
week in the S.enate, Goetze, 
in comparing the two 
Houses, said h e found the 
Senate much the same as 
the House in Legislative 
procedures, except in U1e 
area where the Senate is 
required to confirm all ap
po intments made by the 
Governor. H e feels that, 
in llie Senate, llie amount 
of correspondence and 
phone calls are triple 
those he received in the 
House which is the reason 
Senators have private SL'C· 

retaries to carry llie ex t.ra 
load. 

Senator Goetze believes 
also that there will be great
er cooperation between the 
two Hou ses and on ~ajor 
legislation, especially in 
areas of interest to the Gov
ernor. 

It was during the time 
he was on the executive 
board that District 39 was 
formed, due to U1e increase 
in population of lliis area. 
Roy Lutz who was, at that 
tinl e, president of th e board, 
one day approached Goet.:e 
as to his political affilia-

13 or n and raised in 
Minneapolis, Goet.:e was 
in W\VI for three years, 
training rep! acem en t 
troops, having taken Offi
cers' Training and being 
commissioned a 2nd Lieu
tenant, at Camp M:Art.hur, 
Texas. 

After the war he returned 
to hb hometown where he 
worked in llie at-counting 
department of Washburn
Crosby Company. During 
lliis time he met Miss Ve
rona Monahan and, in 
Scp_t<:mb_er 1921, they were 
married. In 1935 they 
moved to \-'.lhittier, Calif. 

tions. When Goetze s aid 
he· had been a Republican -
for some 40 ycan, Lut.: in
vited him to appear before 
the executive committee of 
the Republican Club meet
ing at the home of Mrs. 
Ethel (Herbert) Angell, 
presicknt. The committee 
questioned him v ertaining 
to his political philosophy 
and, finding it to their lik
ing, asked him if he would 
consider running as a can
didate for llie State Legisla
ture, in tile new district. 
Never having been active 
in politics, Coetze asked 
for time in which to consid
er the matter to be sure he 
was qualified to accept such 

'I11ey have two sons, Jim 
and Bob, and a daughter, 
Mrs. Donna Crouch, who, 
with their families, still n .... 
side in California. There 
are seven grandchildren, 
and, like all grandparents, 
they feel they never get to 
see them a s often as they 
would like. 

a responsibility and gain 
the support of the Republi
can Party. H e furnished 
Ralph Staggs, then county 
chairman, with 12 letters 
of character references and 
after a long consulta tio1~ 
with Staggs on questions 
in the area of his political 
philosophy, Staggs gave 
him the "green light" and 
Goetze announced his can
didacy in 196 I. He was 
elected to the House in 
1962, serving in llie 26th 
and 27 U1 Legislative ses
sions. Upon retirement he 
decided to run for the Sen
a te. 

Goetze, who with his 
wife, Verona, came to Sun 
City in 1960, became ac
tive in civic affairs, being 
a member of the ex ecutive 
board of llie Sun City Civic 
Association, Inc. (now the 
Home Owners Association J 
in 1961 and was also a 
member of lli e Sun City 
Civic Association. 

Prior to moving to Sun 
City the Goetzcs had lived 
for 24 years in Whittier, 
Calif., where he was vice 
president of the Dawson 
M an ufa ctu ring Corp., 
manufacturers of agricul
tural equipment. Retiring 
in 1959 they spent a year 
in Phoenix. 

Senator Goetze, who is 
a man dedicatt'Cl to tile 
needs of a ll til e people of 
the state of Arizona, is not 
the only member of his 
family having found his 
nitch in politics. His grand
father, Edward 8. Harri
son, to whom Goetze bears 

The Senator from Sun 
City includes among his 
most enjoyable activities 
and hobbies, camping, 
fishing, gardening and 
painting. He has a natur
al talent for art bequeathed 
to him by his mollier who 
was an artist and ht~ has 
done some very good 
paintings, having started 
as a young man. One ot 
his best is the Cypress Tm: 
donated by him and which 
hangs in the Nari.hex of 
Witt Hall of lli c U n i t c d 
C'lurch of Sun City of 
which the Goetzes are 
c barter rnem bcr><. 

a strong resemblance was 
for seven years, a m~mbe; 
of lli e Minnesota S t ate 
Legisl a ture, being elected 
in 1874. 
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SENATOR AT HOME - Senator Roy A. Goetie tolces a f
minutes from his busy schedule to relax and chat with his 

wife Verono. Senator and Mrs. Goetle reside at 12230 
Augusta. Reckner Photo 
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.Tim 
Goodpasture 

Hometown: Philadelphia 

Greatest 
at;complishme11t: Having people not get mad at 

me. I'm a pain in the you know 
what. My greatest feat is get
ting along with people I don't 
agree with. You can like them 
and 1101 agree with them. 

Philosophy: I'm too busy to think about 
, developing a p/ritosop/ry. I 

believe in God and Jesus and 
all those tirings. One philoso
phy is you have to be willing 
to try anything and do it with 
out being abrasive. 

Ex-Chicagoan 
develops positive 
image with film 
By TINA SCHADE 
Staff writer 

E ven when he's relaxing, Jim Good
pasture is a bundle .of energy .. As he :r 
describes his ~tove ' for'~photography;t. 
Goodpasture stands, then sits, flitting 1 

from chair to chair, talking a mile a minute. 
He ·scribbles Illustrations to reflect his 

sometimes daring search. for outstanding pic
tures and tells about swimrrii~g . with giant 
turtles in 
Mexico and .. · 
climbing ' to , 
the top of 'I am a very good ' 
the Sears h t h b 
Tower in p O OQrap er ••• Ut 
Chicago. only because 
"I te ll 

p e op J e, people helped me. 
don 't b e I don't do things . 
afraid to • ht th f" t t" 
try. It's bet- rlQ e lrS lme, 
te r to try but I learn from my 
some th i~g mistakes.' . 
and fail, 
th a n t O Jim Goodpasture 
never have 
tried it," he 
said. · --------------

- - - -DallyH~ 
Monc_jay, March 16~ 1998 . 

Goodpasture decided early on to use his 
sense of adventure, ebullience and his skills 
as a photographer to help others in the 
community. 

Among his many assignments, he's clrron
icled life in a private school, action on the 
stage of a community theater and medical 
research at the University of Illinois. 

Since moving to Sun City three years ago 
from Chicago, Goodpasture has hit the vol
unteer circuit a few ,\hnes, recording events 
such as the Christmas'. tree lighting ceremony 
for the American Cancer Society and exhibits 
at the Sun·cities Museum of Art. · 

"My little camera· has opened a lot of doors 
and it ope!JS my mi'nd," he said. 

The 76-year-old likes to share his passion 
for photography and · has found the perfect 
outlet at the Rio Salado Community College 
bfanch in Surp~iie, where he teaches his 
skills to others. 

"I am a very good photographer ... but only 
because people helped me. I don't do things 
right the first time, but I learn from my 
mistakes," he said. 

He even helped produce a crime preven
tion video of children who went to visit Tent 
City and is taking photos at Grace Bible 
Church on Union Hills. 

Away from the camera, Goodpasture serves 
Thanksgiving meals to people at the Phoenix 
Rescue Mission, a shelter in downtown 
Phoenix. 

"What I most enjoy is not what I did but 
how I enjoyed being with people in different 
situations and encourage people to go out in 
the community and do the same," he said. 

"Look, I'm a low-key person. It's not about 
me, it's about -my suggestion for other people.-
I'm no saint" · 
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Fascination spawns novel 
Author fulfills 
lifelong goal 
By JEFF OWENS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Author Guanetta Gordon was dis
mayed to find that her tour guides in 
Washington, D.C., couldn't really an
swer_ many of her questions~ 

As she was squired around the 
city, her natural inquisitiveness re
sulted in a torrent of questions about 
this building, about that monument, 
about those presidents. 

Her tour guides "didn't know any 
of these things." 

It was 1946. Gordon was on her 
way to Europe to join her husband, 
Col. Lynell Gordon, a high-ranking 
Army official. She had stopped in 
D.C. for a few days to visit friends. 
She'd never been east of the Mis
sissippi River. 

Of her first sight of the city on the 
hill, Gordon said, "I was thrilled to 
death." 

That visit started the lifelong fas
cination with the nation's capital, 
which culminated in the October 
1998 publication of "The Aurora 
Tree," her 633-page historical novel 
of life in Washington from 1809 to 
1836. 

Gordon, a feisty 93, lives in El 
Dorado of Sun City. To say she's glad 
the book is finally available would be 
putting it mildly. 

She's an accomplished writer 
who's lived a sailor's life: She has 
traveled the world and lived in 22 
places. She has written eight books 
of poetry, and her articles have ap
peared in The Saturday Evening 
Post, the Congressional Record and 
numerous other publications. Her 
honors, awards and recognitions are 
enough to fill up a book of their own. 

In the 1950s and '60s, the Gordons 
lived in Washington, D.C., where 
Guanetta spent 10 years researching 
her book. Many of those hours she 
passed in the Library of Congress. 

Slowly, her vision of the city from 
the Revolutionary War to the advent 
of the Civil War emerged. That per
iod between the wars was a story she 
felt hadn't been told enough. 

"There's a whole chunk of history 
in between that nobody knows 
about," she said. 

It was a time when a rough, dirty 
and swampy town became the site of 

.. 

Q 

~ 
z 
ttj 
8 

. ' · 8 
~~;?> 

it·-'• ~·Js·~~ !;....liO==--, Q 
Lisa Goettsche/ Doily News-~ o 

Sun City resident and honored author Guanetta Gordon has publishE § 
eight books of poetry but "The Aurora Tree" is her first novel. ~ 

one of the world's greatest political 
e, periments. It was a time when the 
, litite House passed from larger
than-life founding fathers like James 
Monroe and James Madison to 
larger-than-life flamboyant fron
tiersmen like Andrew Jackson. And 
it's seen through the eyes of a fic
tional daughter of a real-life figure 
of the time, journalist Ann Royall. 

And her Washington grew up 
around a branch planted in the 

ground by George Washington 
mark the future site of the capital 
a new kind of nation. The bran 
flourished into a mighty tree 
Washington flourished into a legr 
dary city. 

Gordon named the tree after t 
Greek goddess of dawn, Aurora. 

"The Aurora Tree" is available f 
$20 plus $5 postage from Dennii 
6405 Corsini Place, Rancho Pal 
Verdes, Calif., 90275. 
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Ann 
Gottschalk 

Hometown: 

Familj: 

Motto: 

Freeport, Ill. 

Widowed, one son; one grand
daughter and many step chil
dren. 

."/ can do all things through 
CJirist who strengthens me." 

Key to kmgevity: "Work. Just keep busy work

ing." 

Comfort comes 
from keeping 
newborns warm. 

By RUTHANN HOGUE 
Staff writer 

A 
nn Gottschalk listens to recordings by 
artists such as Andy Griffith every 
morning as she snips, arranges and 
stitches crib blankets and infant kim

orios. 
Both the music - and the work - gladden 

her heart. She's a big fan of gospel music. And 
it's good to know that sweet-smelling newborn 
babies will have a cuddly kimono to wear home 

• from the hospital and a soft blanket to snuggle 
in. Her only regret is that she isn't able to see 
the faces of impoverished mothers whose infants 

~ 1 .-\ ',,.,-. f~., .,,,t ~i., •• • • 

benefit from her efforts.· · · ·,: ' 

" I wish I could see a mother.walking o:ut with 
a youngster wrapped in a blanket," Gottschalk 
said. "I WQuld love to see a mother and one of 
those baby blankets." 

The retired .school teacher turned her lifelong 
hobby into a mission of mercy for children born 
at Maricopa County Hospital and Medical Cen
ter when she and the Silver Thimbles at First 
United Methodist Church in Sun City heard that 
newborn babies were being sent home from the 
hospital wrapped in paper . 

. She's been producing origjnal creations for 
indigent mothers ever since . 

. These days, a stack of cardboard whiskey 
boxes marked "First United Methodist Church" 
and destined for the county hospital -usually fills 
one corner of Gottschalk's bedroom . 

. "When I have a good · load, I bring them 
,down," she said. C 

DcUly News:Sun 

Monday, June 16, 1997 

Colorful prints cut from used bed sheets dec
orated with Raggedy Ann and Andy, Cabbage 
Patch Kids, Disney's 101 Dalmatians, and more 
are carefully sewn on the front of each blanket 

"The appliques help to keep the front section 
from separating from the lining while being 
hand washed. Not only that, it adds some inter
est for the kids," Gottschalk said. 

. Gottschalk scrqunges through thrift shops 
regularly in search of printed sheets to decorate 
her handiwork. Lately, the pickings have been 
slim. 

' '
11 keep my eyes open and I use anything and 

everything," she said. "I cut them up into half
inch squares." 

Each blanket includes a 42-square front and a 
solid-color back made from scraps left over from 
projects of other seamstresses at First United 
Methodist Church of S~.u) City. 

"It's all made from material nobody wanted," 
the 90-year-old Sun City resident said. "So I 
actually make something from nothing." 

Si nce the death in 1991 of her fourth husband, 
Herman , Gottschalk has turned nothing into 
something thousands of times. She has created 
2,600 crib blankets and 1,830 kimonos. Her 
cou nterparts with Silver Thimbles have sewn 
hundreds more. 

Gottschalk doesn't count the hours she spends 
sewing. But boxes of clipped fabric squares, 
stashes of sewing supplies throughout the house 
and a well-maintained sewing machine and 
serger suggest that she spends much of her tim.e 
in. the service of others. 

"This is really not work," she said. "This is my 
pastime. This is pleasure. I enjoy this very 
much." 

Do you know a Doer? Send nominations to 
RuthAnn Hogue, P.O. Box 1779, Sun City, 
85372, or call, 977-8351, Ext. 208, where 
information may also be submitted for the 
Did you know? column · published Mondays 
in Lifestyles. · 
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JOY LAMBERT-SLAGOWSKI, 

P2ul Graff carries a 18O-plus average 1n three Sun City leagues. Graff and two others - rJlii.'11 7;,• ".:: 

Wetmore - v11II be inducted into the Sun City BO\'Ji1ng Hall of Fame on Feb 28 
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Bowler adds 
induction to·· ··· 
·schedule 

RICHJOW 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Paul Graff used to have an easy 
time figuring out his bowling 
schedule. · 

He simply mar.ked a calendar in 
his Sun City home to keep tabs on 
his thrice-weekly outings. 

"'That was when we first moved 
here nine years ago: ·· Graff said. 
"Now I've got so many other things 
going on that I have a hard time 
finding a spot to mark anything on 
the calendar." 

Despite the deruands on his Ume, 
Graft's bowling schedule Just got a 
little busier. · 

The 73-year-old will be inducted 
into the Sun City Bowling, Hall of 
Fame during ceremonies at 11 :30 
a.m. Feb. 28 In Palmbrook Country 
Club in Sun City. 

Graff will be Inducted Into the 
hall, based on superior perfo.rmance. 
Bowlers must carry a minimum 170 
average for at least flvi!"<:'dnsecutive 
years . to. earn Induction In that 
category . . 

Two other bowlers - Marty Zeh
ner· and Larry Wetmore - will Join 
Graff as the Sun City' Bowling Class 
of 2004. Zehner and Wetmore will 
be inducted based on meritorious 
service for their contributions to the 
sport. 

Graff carries an average whlcl'l 
varies between 183 and 188 In three 

· leagues - Monday Night Senior 
Men, Huffers and Puffers, and Sun 
'City Classic. 

"I've been bowlµlg In a league at 
)east once a .week since I was 18,", 
said Graff, who ls vice president of 
the Sun City Historical Society as 
well as president of Sun City Meals 
on Wheels. 

"When we moved _ to Sun City, I 
signed up for league play three 
times a week and I keep that sched

" ule even in the summer .• 
,: Graff said he has never taken his 

game or himself too seriously. 
"I'm not one of these guys who 

has five or six different bowling balls 
and another ball to pick up spares,· 
said Graff,. a rtght-handed bowler 

· who had a personal-best 290 game 
In Avondale several years ago. "I use 
one bowling ball because I believe 
you should oniy have to use one· ball 
for any · pin If you do It the rtght 
way." 

Bill Wise said Graft's easy-going 
personality makes him the consum
mate teammate. 
· "He's a great observer of bowling 
styles, but he's not pushy with his 
advice,• Wise said. ·r know , he's 
'helped my game.· 



Daily News-Sun • Saturday, Sept. 1, and Sunday, Sept. 2, 2001 

True love lasts 
rorever 

70TH ANNIVERSARY: 
Grahams of Sun City 
stayed together 
through thick and th in 

RICHARD KELLEHER 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Grim times are nothing new to C. 
j..,oren and Esther "Jeri" Graham of 
Sun Cit\'. 

The couple. who celebrate their 
70th anniversary Sunday, began 
their love affa ir at the onset of the 
Great Depression. one of the worst 
crises or ·the 20th Century. On the 
eve of their 70th anniversary, they 
face another crisis. 

1\vo months before turning 94 on 
Aug. 25. Jeri was admitted to the 
hospital with congestive heart fa il
ure. She now resides at Freedom 
Plaza Retirement Community in 
Peoria and undergoes dialysis three 
times a week. 

1hat treatment has kept her 
alive." said her daughter. Patricia 
Graham, also of Sun City. 

Patricia said the family feared 
Jeri wouldn't see her 94th birthday, 
and even now they're not sure she'll 
see her 70th anniversary Sunday. 
Patricia said , though. that the dialy
sis treatments have been a lifesaver 
for her mother and that she contin
ues to improve following her heart 
failu re. 

Loren suffers hearing loss in both 
ears and other maladies common to 
someone in his 90s. Sometimes, for 
instance. he has trouble remember
ing where the house keys are. 

"He's really been lost since her 
health has been failing," said Roland 
Brammeier. senior pastor of Lake
view United Methodis t Ch urch , 
where the Grahams are members. 

Friends and family attest to the 
10\ing relationship the couple has 
maintained for 70 years. 

"We've held each other in so 
much respect we wouldn't lower 
ourselves to quarreling," said Jeri. 

"I've been very happy to live with 
my wife for 70 years because of a 
combination of the love and respect 
1 have for her and an awareness of 

~ 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Loren and Jeri Graham of Sun City celebrate 70 years of marriage Sunday. 

· .the love she has for me," said Loren. 
The couple's story began in 

Nebraska, where both were going to 
Doane College in Crete. Loren saw a 
picture of Jeri in the school's year
book and was smitten. He found 
excuses to be in the college library 
as much as possible when he dis
covered Jeri was working as a 
librarian. 

It was the beginning of the 
Depression when they married on 
Sept. 2, 1931. Loren was e·ntering 

graduate school at the University of 
Nebraska as a doctoral candidate in 
chemistry. 

"I t was terrible." Jeri said of the 
Depression. "Everything was upset. 
We had all our money confiscated" 
when banks closed. 

"l think we had $35 given for 
wedding presents. That was the 
greatest thing people could have 
done for us. We were living on a 
small stipend Loren received for 
teaching" classes as a graduate 

t-t 
0 
;::o 
l:rj 
'.2! 

Ro 

y 
l:rj 
;::o 
H 

Q 

~ 
§;: 
3: 

ti3 
;::o 
C/.l 
0 

~ 
t-t 
H 
1--3 
H 
l:rj 
en 



student. 
Jeri said Eastman Kodak Co. 

stopped sending recruiting repre
sentatives to colleges during the 
Depression, yet recruited Loren 
tight out of college. The couple grad
uated at the top of their class. 

The Kodak job led to a move to 
Rochester, N.Y. ~ut in 1947, their 
children's health problems forced 
the Grahams to move to Southern 
California. Their two oldest sons, 
Robert, now 67 and a resident of 
Greenville, N.C., and Douglas, now 
63 and living in Palo Alto, Calif., 
developed rheumatic fever. 

The Grahams' other children are 
Patticia. 59, and Charles, 51, of St. 
Peters, Mo. The couple have seven 
grandchildren. 

Jeti said Kodak was very accom
modating in transferring Loren. The 
company placed him in charge of 
developing color techniques for the 
blossoming Hollywood movie indus
try. He was elected a fellow in the 
Society of Motion Picture and Televi-
sion Engineers. ' 

In 1955, Kodak transferred Loren 
back to Rochester, yet the Grahams' 
love of the West lingered. In 1972. 
while the couple were visiting rela
tives in Artzona, they discovered 
Sun City and fell in Jove with the 
area, Patticia said. 

They retired to the community in 
1973. 

Both have been active at Lake
view United Methodist Church. 
Loren sang in the choir until he was 
In his 90s, said the Rev. Brammeier, 
and was instrumental in establish
ing Wesley Community Center in 
south Phoenix. The center offers hot 
meals and day-care for children. 

Ftiends and family members are 
set to celebrate the Grahams' 70th 
anniversary at a ptivate get-together 
Sunday at Freedom Plaza. Most 
family members and a Tew close 
friends are expected, including 
Howard Amerson, Ken and Sally 
Lipp, George and Liz Williard. Dotis 
Biddle and Harold and Doris Chen
hall - all of Sun City. 

Richard Kelleher can be reached 
at rkelleher@aztrib.com or 876·2513. 
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People in the News 
Sun City resident James R. The American Graduate School 

Green, mem
ber and past 
president of the 
Sun City Rotary 
Club, was ~e
lected by the 

of International Management, 
Glendale; U.S. Home Corps, 
Tempe; Pheonix Urban League; 
and the Arizona AIDS Project. 

He retired in 2002 as Sun Val-
ley Lodge director of resource· 

. development in Sun City. 
· Mr. Green has lived in Arizona 

since 1981. 

Rotary District 
n o minating 
committee to James 
serve as District Green 
5490 governor He also ' serves as Sun City 
during the 20 I 0-11 Rotary year. Community Fund president, 

He served as assistant gover- Arizona Broadway Theatre presi
nor of Area 4 and is Rotary Voca- . dent, Interfaith Community Care 
tional Fund of Ari~ona president. board member and on the Valley 

He is also advisor to the larg- of the Sun United Way campaign 
est Interact Club in the world, cabinet. 
with 300 members; is a Rotary · 
Youth Exchange advisor ;_ led a 
GSE team to Brazil; and is a Paul ' 
Harris Fellow . 

. Mr. Green holds a bachelor • 
of arts ln communications from I 
Ohio State University, a master of 
arts in counseling in higher edu
cation from Kent State University 
and Ph.D. studies in counseling 
psychology at Case Western Re
serve University. 

His career in development 
and planne9 giving includes 
service with Lake Erie College, 
Plainsville, Ohio; the University 
of Puget Sound, Tacoma, Wash.; 
Farleigh Dickenson University, 
Rutherford, N.J.; Thunderbird-
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Catharine Griffin, a weav
er, poses in clothes she 
made. She wove the 
material, then sewed it 
together. ' 

DAILY NEWS-SUN 

MONDAY, JULY 12, 2004 

~ SC w-on1an w-eaves w-ay through life 0 Got rhythm? taller than I · 1980s. "I still drive," she said. "I 
Sun City's Cathartne Grif- was how to , , Although she i,- : ! i,11ly passed the test in Decem-

fm does. For Uie longtime cook and • diligent about allcttiog her ber and Arizona says I can 
member of the Hand-weavers sew," she time, Griffin som0t,imes drive until I'm 98. I laugh ;2 and Spinners Guild of Sun s a i d . loses track of the clock. but I think the reason I am 

~ City, hand weaving is like "They've "A lot of times when I'm as independent as I am is 
~ keeping the beat to a song. taken home working on a project, I for- because I've a 1 ways 
L( -You have to get a certain economics ge_t t<? go ,~o bed ~nti} after wo~ked. _I'ye manage_d jobs 

rhythm while you're work- out of school midmght, she said. I c?n- while raismg two children. 
~ mg" she said. "It's like play- now, practi- centrate on the weavmg Of course, I had a very 

mg' an instrument. It's the cally, and Rich a~d nothing ~lse. ':'7hen I cooperativehus~and.'.' 
\!) only way you can make fabric that's why Kenney Jr did my weavmg with the When she said this, her 

look like it should. Otherwise, we have so • group,_ they said it was the voice softened. She talked 
if you don't have a rhythm, many kids only t~m~, they could keep a~out her role as a_ care-
you won't have good fabric." that don't me qmet._ giver ~nd the anguish of 

Griffm's maintained that know what they're doing." As Griffin showed me . a wa~cJ:img someone lose 
. . Having taught school in blue sweater she m~de their mdependence. 

certa_m c~denc~ _ 11: hand West Virginia, Michigan, about 10 years ago, which "My husband had Alzhe
weavu~g smce JOmmg the Ohio and Pennsylvania , incorporated her skills of • imer's Disease," she said. 
~lub 10 1977. , But more she and her husband weaving, knitting, sewing "For five years, I took care 
importantly, s~e s k~pt an finally retired to Sun City and quilting, I asked about of him. I just saw poor 
upbeat tempo m a hfe that in 1974. When she became the origin of her positive Nancy Reagan on television 
has spanned 93 years. a member of the Hand- energy and spirit. and she's had to do it for 10 

"I've always had a good weavers a nd Spinners "I owe it all to my years. I know what that's 
attitude," she said .. "When I group a few years later, she father," she said. "He was a like. But you can't sit down 
was 40-years-old and my sec- had but woven one scarf very strict individual. He and feel sorry for yourself. 
ond child was just a year and during ' 1er college years. didn't believe in playing Life goes on." 
a half, I went back to school "It , . es something new," cards or drinking. He was a For Catharine Griffin, it 
and got a Master's degree in she said. "And I'm always banker and you never certainly ·has. Proficient on 
home economics education. looking for something new charged anything .. You paid : the :<wmputer and user of 
These guys.said'to rpe, 'What ~o do." _ ·., · ·.-.,Clish:- H~ feitl)'ou should be dli:~ JJ1~ernet for six years, 
are you doing her~?' I ·said, ', • Hand w~aving, ·for · Grif:.· , &· ~eader-/ ttiat: you should - she .also carries a cell phone 
boys, life begins at 40, and fin, is an adv~nture. . _ · d~ somethi~g worthwhile .. t9. ~eE:t _ the challenges of 
I'm getting ready." · "What I hke about 1t," with your time; that you lier busy schecfule. 

A teacher for 36 years she said, "is that you start had to show something for "My daughter always 
Griffm was born and brought with nothing and come up your time. He had me read- says, 'Mom, you were born 
up in the small town of Hun- with ~om~thing - whether ing before I even went to one gen~ration too soon:"'. 
dred, w.v. She attended West y_ou h½e it or_ not_. A lo~ of school. . Handmg . me an actiVIty 
Virginia Wesle an College times it's a big ,disappomt- She _recalled the time the calendar prmt o~t from her 

d d b th
y h b h ment. But you re usually superintendent of her computer, she said, 

an earne o er ac e- 11 - d "f d h l k d h "T • I h , , very we surpnse 1 you gra e sc oo as e er omorrow, ave a 
!ors and r1:as!e'. s d~gree_s follow directions." father to come to scnool for meeting at the Recreation 
from We~t Virgima Umversi- In addition, to the many a conference. Board of Sun City. I super
ty · Dunng her teachi_ng sweaters, vests and dresses "Oh, it just scared me," vise 10 clubs and am the 
career, she taught a wide she has made over the she said. "The superinten- oldest member they have. 
vartety of subjects to stu- years, Griffin has also fash- dent said to my father, 'Ca- On Mondays and Wednes
dents at most grade levels. ioned everything from belts tharine does · wonderful days, I volunteer at the 
Although she taught biology, and bookmarks to place- written work but she's Sun City Library." 
physical education and voca- mats and table-runners. In afraid to speak up.' Well, I When I passed the calen-
tional classes, her forte was fact, her table-runners won haven't shut up since." dar back to her, she studied 
in home economics. t wo blue ribbons at the Ari- Independence is very it quickly and said, ''I do 

"I've taught boys that were zona State Fair in the important to Griffin. keep busy." 
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Sun City woman · rediscovers roots 
She hopes. to 
reach others 
with Basque 
backgrounds 
AMANDA MYERS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Some call- them "Europe's 
firsl family," but to Josie 
Hidalgo Griffith of Sun City, 
lhe Basques are her family. 

While not much is heard 
in this area about this group, 
Griffith is doing the best she 
can to keep the family history 
ali,·e by writing a book about 
Basque history in Arizona. 

Basques originale from the 
Pyemee Mountains between 
France and Spain. but the 
slory of lheir beginnings isn't 
clear. Dating as far back as 
lime will allow, Griffith said 
Basques have been attributed 
as one of the lost tribes spo
ken of in the Bible. 

Griffith said Basques are 
known primarily for sheep 
herding. But they also have 
lheir own language. their own 
style of dance. and their own 
dislinct cooking style. 

·Which I did not inherit," 
she said. 

Her ancestors hailed from 
the Pyernee area, but her 
parents came from Texas, 
moving to Arizona before 
Griffith was born. Her dad 
raised angora sheep. Growing 
up. she spoke English, 
Basque. Spanish. Hopi and 
Navajo. 

-Sut when her dad died in 
1977. the Basque language 
s lowly disappeared from her 
family. and with it, a part of 
history. 

Now, with three children, 
four grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren, Griffith 
said its necessary to make 
sure family history is not lost 
again. 

Since 1998, she has been 
compiling stories and photos 
of Arizona Basques and com
piling into a book she hopes 
LO have completed by the end 
of lhis year. The book will be 
published by the Basque 
Studies department at the 
University of evada and will 

1 be a\'ailable nationally. 
Griffith said that nearly 

1.000 people in Arizona have 
. Basque surnames. Her 

maiden name. Hidalgo, is one 
examp le . Olhers include 
Eche,·e rria . Costilla . Aja. 
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Josie Hidalgo Griffith holds a Basque-English dictionary, in her Sun City home Wednesday. ~ 
Griffith is writing a book about Basque history in Arizona. ~ 

0 

Manterola. and Oacho. 
She has been trying to 

organize the loca l Basques 
wgether since 1998 when she 
started a local chapter of the 
North American Basque 
Organization. 

Nationally, said Griffith, 
there are 33 clubs with up to 
500 Basques per club. Her 
chapter has 300 members. 

"We have so much history 
here in Arizona," said Griffith. 
"We try to get from every
body. ·What do you remember 
growing up?' Everybody 
knows their families, but they 
don't know the whole story of 

everybody." 
That story includes the 

history of the Basque sheep
herders in Arizona in lhe 
early 1920s. Griffith said in 
order to keep their sheep 
alive in the hot summer 
months, herders had to walk 
their sheep from this area -
roughly 43rd and Northern 
avenues today - up a sheep 
trail to Flagstaff. Hollbrook, 
and the Mogollon Rim. 

"It took them a month to 
walk there, and a month to 
walk back," said Griffi th. 

Griffith worries that stories 
like this will be lost as the 

Basque population thins oul. 
Basques still living in their 
European h o meland are 
fighting lo gain independence 
from the countries lhat sur
round them. 

·-rhey want to be an inde
pendent country like France 
a nd Spain, .. said Griffith. 

Griffith encourages any 
local Basques to tell her their 
own family story. To reach 
Griffith , call 846-2005. 

Said Griffith, "It's just 
something that our kids and 
grandkids need to know ... 

Amanda Myers rnn /Je 
reached aL 876-2513 or 
amyers:itaz1ri/J.com. 
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Sun City worn.an 
co-founds school 

ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

, For ~osie Hidalgo Griffith of 
::,un Cny, foreign languages 
have always been a way of 
life. 

As one of seven children 
raised in Mesa and Glendale 
Hidalgo Griffith grew up 
s peaking English, Spanish 
a nd Basque. Her parents were 
n~tives of th~ Basque region 
of Spain who brought their 
culture a nd traditions to the 
Uni~ed Sta tes. Hidalgo Grif
fnh s father raised angora 
go a ts in Arizona, a n d 
employed Hopi and Navajo 
herders. exposing the young 
Josie to Indian languages as 
well. 

Josie Hidalgo Griffith's love 
for foreign languages and 
compassion for immigrants is 
beh ind an adult language 
school she opened last week 
in Glenda le. 

Hidalgo Griffith and friend 
'.'v1arilyn Wong teamed to open 
the Hidalgo-Wong Adult Edu
cauon School in Glendale 
which offers English to non'. 
native speakers, as well as 
Chinese. Spanish and G.E.D. 
~ourses . All teachers are certi
fied a nd experienced, and 
classes in other languages will 
be added as more teachers 
are found, Hidalgo said. 

The school is located at 
10040 N. 43rd Ave. , Glendale 
in the Great Skate Plaza. ' 

Clas_ses will be offered 
twice a day, M_onday through 
Thursday, m five-week incre
ments. The sessions run from 
8 a .m. to 9 p.m. , with the last 
class of the day beginning at 
7 p.m., Hidalgo Griffith said. 

IF YOU GO 
■ WHAT: Hidalgo-Wong Adult Edu
cation Center 
■ WHEN: Classes offered 8 a.m.-9 
p.m., Mondays through Thursdays, 
In five-week increments 
■ WHERE: 10040 N. 43rd Ave 
Suite 38, .Glendale ., 
■ COST: $140 per five-week. ses
sion 
■ INFORMATION: Josie, 602-370-
3992, or Marilyn, 602-574-6981 

Students can choose · times 
for classes that fit their job 
schedules, and the classes 
are kept purposefully small 
- with between 10 and 20 
students. 

"The schedule is (format
ted) for all immigrants that 
are here that want an educa
tion," Hidalgo Griffith said. 

Hidalgo Griffith has a 
diverse background, having 
worked as a Glendale librari
a ~,. co-founded an opal
mmmg company with her 
husband, and most recently 
worked as a language teste; 
for _the Gary Tang Adult Edu
cat10n Center in Glendale. 

Through working at the 
Gary_ Tang Center, Hidalgo 
Griffith has come into contact 
with immigrants who speak 
little or no English. 

"The educating of immi
grants is what we need " she 
said. ' 

Without education, immi
grants often work in jobs 
where they are paid cash 
s~metimes with employer~ 
fall ing to withhold taxes on 
th~ wages, Hidalgo Griffith 
said. These immigrants can 

See SCHOOL, 15 

From 11 
find themselves trapped in a 
system where they provide 
"cheap slave labor," she said. 

Hidalgo Griffith's desire is 
to help immigrants learn 
English as a means to better 
education and/ or better jobs, 
she said. 

Students are placed in 
c lasses through testing, 
which is conducted daily, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. It is 
during . the testing process 
that teachers can see just 
how much English a student 
knows, Hidalgo Griffith said. 

"A lot of people can con
verse and have a full knowl
edge of what you're saying," 
she said, but they cannot 
read or write it." 

Hidalgo Griffith and Wong 
decided to start the school 
because they wanted to cre
ate a more affordable alterna
tive to private schools and 
colleges and universities 
Hidalgo said. ' 

"We compared (our prices) 
with the colleges," she said. 
"This comes out to about $3 
an hour. You're getting 40 
hours for $ 140." 

Of benefit to the students 
in the Hidalgo-Wong school is 
that classes are two · hours 
each, and run four days a 
week. That gives the average 
student practice on a daily 
basis, as opposed to a less
intensive college class that 
meets two or three days per 
week. 

The school's curriculum 
includes grammar books o:· 
different levels a nd field trips 
for students . 

·we take them on trips to 
the libraries, grocery stores. 
teach them how to write 
checks," Hida lgo Griffith said. 

Hidalgo Griffith attended 
Glendale Union High School. 
graduating in 1946. She 
founded the Glendale Union 
H i gh S c h ool Alumni 

Association in J 983, a nd met 
W o n g th r ough that 
organization. 

Hid a lgo Griffith ha~ 
actively worked to support 
a nd u n it e Basques and 
Basque descendents in Arizo-
na. In 1998, she founded the 
"Basques of Arizona" organi- ~ 
zat1on . Hidalgo Griffith is "l:J 
writing a book ti tled "The 'x:l 
Basques of Arizona." which ~ 
will be published throue1h 

Basque Studies Pre:s c.... 
through the L,;nil't:r:,1t1· oi" @ 
Nevada in Reno. · H 

t:r:l 

For iniormauon on the ::r: 
Hidalgo-Wong Adult Educa- H 

lion Center. call Josie Hidaloo §;2 
Griffith al 602 -370-3992, ~r b 
M a r i l yn Wo n g at 

0 

602-574-6981. 

Erin Reep can be reached 
at 876-2532 or 
ereep@aztrib.com. 



No language barriers 
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MOWE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SuN 

Josie Hidalgo Griffith of Sun City has co-founded the Hidalgo-Wong Adult Education School ,n 
Phoenix. 

--- --- --
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Dramatist of history 
is retiring from stage 

JACK HART 

W
hat greater agony can there be than a 
mother watching her son die? Only 
when that son is Jesus Christ and his 

mother, Mary, is witnessing his suffering in one 
of history's most gruesome deaths. 

This is the scene of agony that dramatist Ta
nya Griffiths of Sun City has been presenting 
from the stage for the past 10 years. In all its 
emotional yigor and historic consequence, it has 
become her signature performance during . 
those Easter seasons. Now that theatrical mas
terpiece, along with more than 150 portrayals of 
other interesting folks in her repertoire, have 
had their last standing ovation. 

Griffiths, who for more than 40 years has 
been entertaining grateful audiences . in 46 
states and many foreign countries, is retiring. 
Her final presentation. of Mary at the Cross 
came at Willowbrook United Methodist Church 
in Sun City a few days before Easter Sunday. It 
was that church that brought Tanya to Arizona 
when her husband, William Griffiths, was 
named senior pastor of Willowbrook in 1987. 

At the conclusion of that swan song perform
ance, as in all the others, the emotional drain is 
so intense that she remains in a crouched posi
tion, hands folded over her face, as the audience 
files out, slowly and silently. In all her perform
ances, she creates what she calls her "own inte
rior world" into which she is transfigured into 
the personality of her subject. 

"I ask myself, why do I put my body through 
all this?" she muses. The answer is that she has 
the spirit of an actor. But it also is because she 
has raised huge ~ounts of money for various 
charities by doing it. "I love helping others," she 
says. While no one knows how much she has 
raised for charity, her husband notes that 18 
years ago, a newspaper man in Ohio estimated it 
had reached more than a million dollars by that" 
time. 

Announcing her plans for retirement, the·74-
year-old performer credited God and,her enthu
siastic fans for success in her unique field of act
ing. She told her audience that day, "All of you 
made me what! am today ... and just because I'm 
not doing a lot more performances, do·esn't 
mean that I'm dropping off the face of the 
Earth." She has suggested that she would con
.sider doing a few fund-raising appearances for 
not-for-profit orgrutjzations, but not at the pace 
of nearly 300 shows a year that she has followed. 

Griffiths' stage career started early. As a 
child in Capton, Ohio, she was prompted by her 
mother to memorize poems to recite at family 
gatherings. She performed at makeshift venues 

• ~of meeting halls and business establishments. 
•" -- Atten"ding Ohio We~leyan University, she 

. gave µp her first inclination, to study law, when 
an English professor encouraged her to re
search historical characters. Being a voracious 
reader, this interest led her into professional 

· , book reviews. There she found a knack for spic
./ ing up the reviews by giving life to the charac

ters, 
She changed ·her routine to portrayal of the 

book subjects when, on a whim, she bought a 
trunk full of old-time clothing that had belonged 

Tanya Griffiths as the biblical Ruth. 

to a notorious female lawbreaker named Cassie 
Chadwick. She had become famous as the first 
Ohio woman sent to prison, convicted of bilking 
victims out of $20 million. After Ohio Gov. Wil
liam McKinley pardoned Chadwick, she be
came an even bigger swindler before dying in 
the Ohio Penitentiary in the 1890s. 

Griffiths ended up with Chadwick's clothes 
and the criminal's identity as the budding ac
tress's first subject for portrayal. From that 
springboard, she leaped from one famous wom
an to another, portraying Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Amelia Earhart, Annie Oakl_ey, Queen Victoria, 
E~beth Taylor, Golda Meir, Sacajawea, the 
Unsinkable Mollie Brown, and Ruth and Naomi 
from the Bible. 

She_even gave stage life to some famous men 
by portraying their wives and other associates. 

· One of these gentlemen was Del Webb, founder 
of the Sun Cities, nationally known developer 
and baseball magnate. She presented Webb 
thro,ugh the eyes of his longtime secretary, Max
ine Newman. 

Her research on Webb was typical of her ap
proach to other subjects. She interviewed Webb 
executives and secretaries, immersed herself 
in Webb biographies and corporate history. Her 
affection for her subjects remains. She says of 
Webb, "I sometimes find myself staring up at his 
statue (on the grounds of Bell Recreation in Sun 
City). 

Her system for creating dialogue from the 
stage is both astounding and unorthodox. ''With 
the help of the Lord, it all takes place in my 
mind," she explains. "After doing all the reading 
and research possible, from the jumble in my 
mind, I start drawing seeds of scenes in dra
matic cirder, till I get it all together in my head." 
With an incredible memory, she is able to take 
each performance directly from her mind to the 
stage. Only after she has presented it two or 
three times, and made some small corrections 
does she commit the whole thing to paper. 

This is the process she has followed fo_r all of 
the more than 150 characters she has porttayed. 
She has never performed from a script written 
by someone else. 

Jack Hart is a former newspaper writer and editor of 
Lincoln (Neb.) Journal. He has lived in Sun City for 14 
years. The views expressed are those of the author. 
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Icon calls it a career ,. 

FILE PHOTO 

Tanya Griffith will retire April 12 after 45 years 
of performing on stage in 46 states. 

H 
ow many people have laughed? 
How many people have shed a 
tear? How many people have 
stood to applaud Tanya Griffi th 

over the last 45 years. 
Too many to count, and now, we realize, 

too few. 
Sun City's Tanya Griffith. 7 4. will retire 

on April 12 after more than four decades on 
stage. 

Our view 
During that time, she has raised, it is 

estimated, more than $1 million for non
profit organizations across America. 

Mrs. Griffith's trademark is bringing to 
life of history women and researching their 
place in the world. That included such fig
ures as Eleanor Roosevelt and Queen Victo-

ria, actresses such as Elizabeth Taylor and 
writers such as Erma Bombeck. 

She performed more than 200 times a 
year in 46. of the 48 contiguous states, and 
those who saw her know that those living in 
the other four states are less for having 
never seen or heard her. 

"I'll miss the applause," Mrs. Griffith told 
the Daily News-Sun recently. 

Maybe so, Tanya. but we will miss you 
more~ 
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Veteran actress bows out of limelight 
ANNIE BOON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The stage has been Tanya Grif
fith's second home for 45 years. 
Now, as she reluctantly faces retire
ment. the Sun Citian says she'll be 
lost without applause and will 
sorely miss the audiences she 
adores. 

The 74-year-old actress, enter
tainer. writer, researcher, historian 
and producer has toyed with the 
idea of retirement for several years. 
but could never l~t go of perform
ing. GrilJith is nationally known as 
a speaker and enterta iner who 
offers a · wide range of original one
woman shows, contemporary book 
reviews, lectures and inspirational 
speeches. 

At a Tanya Event in Sun City 
Tuesday, Griffith revealed that she 
will retire April 12. 

"This is honestly how I've spent 
my life. It's been my only job for 45 
vea rs ... said Griffith . "Retiring 
m akes me feel awful , I wouldn't 
have believed it would be so hard ... 

Griffith will continue to perform 
in local venues through April 12 
and then will do some programs as 
she feels up to it, but there will be 
no more schedules of Tanya Griffith 
On Stage a nd no more tapes for 
sale. 

It's estimated that Griffith has 
raised more than SI million for 
nonprofit organizations in the years 

From Al 

In her performances, Grif
fith deeply connects with the 
character and doesn't break 
out of the role until she leaves 
the stage. 

·1 always look tnto the per
son for some part of me," she 
said. "The secret Is that you 
have to feel like you're the 
character ." 

Throughout her career, 
Griffith performed up to 225 
shows per year, and though 
she makes it look easy, she 
still gets nervous and must 
always remember to keep her 
emotions tn check while on 
stage. 

she's performed across the country. 
In her nationally acclaimed perfor
mances, Griffith has portrayed 
more than 100 characters. includ
ing Erma Bombeck. Annie Oakley. 
Grandma Moses and Elizabeth Tay-

But before she transforms imo 
those characters on stage. she 
spends hours upon hours research
Ing the women she plays and writ
ing the scripts of their lives. She 
also takes the stage as herself dur
ing Tanya Events in which she 
shares her personal sto ries of 
struggle, joy and firm faith in God. 

"Since I got started with this , I've 
spent my life resea rching women 
and researching their place in this 
world," Griffith said. "People have 
asked what I do. and I tell them 1 
don't know what it is I do. you just 
have to see it." 

Griffith moved to Sun City from 
Clevela nd 18 years ago when her 
husband Bill became pastor of Wil
lowbrook United Methodis t Church 
in Sun City. He retired in 1998. The 
couple have two sons, a daughter 
and one granddaughter. 

'After performing In 46 of the 48 
contiguous states throughout her 
career, the trips that were once a 
luxury have become exhausting, 
Griffith said. The ever-energetic 
actress has suffered injury to her 
foot and leg, limiting her mobility 
and causing her to live with chronic 
pain. Bu t doing a show while 

confined to a wheelcha ir is not a n 
option. slir said, as her pos ture and 
gestures a dd so much to each of her 
cha raners. 

Some people fear the stage and 
many wou ld ra ther be in an audi
ence. but to r Gri ffi th, acung is a way 
ot life. 

"The reason people become a ctors 
is because th ey wa nt everyone to 
love them," she said. "I've wanted 
people to love me since I was a little 
girl." 

"I'll miss the a pplause - it's 
addiclire. Honestly, it's like a nar 
cotic. she said." 

Prom the moment Griffith begins 
her tradema rk walk down the a is le 
of a venue. the a udience only sees 
the charac te r s h e's portraying. 
Dressed in full costume, she said 
her fi r~t objecuve is to make the 
audience care about the cha racter 
- even if it's a woman not everyone 
is fond of. 

"The object of mv script writi ng ,~ 
to immedia tely get people on my 
side ... Gnllith said. "With Eleanor 
Roosevelt. some people ha te her. So. 
I start with scenes that make people 
unders tand where she's coming 
from." 

She remembers stepping into a 
venue for a performance as Queen 
Victoria, a nd the audience stood 
from their seats as if the queen her
self just enterecj the room. 

See ACTHESS, A3 

"The worst possible thing 
that you can do is lose your 
emotions because you'll never 
know if you'll get them back," 
she said. ·1 always get ner
vous - that's probably why I 
get so exhausted." 

STEVE CHERNEK/L .. , r l,E.'1S·S,', 

Actress Tanya Griffith talks to the audience on her way to the stage for a performance about 
herself titled "A Tanya Event - You Made Me What I Am," at Willowbrook United Methodist 
Church Tuesday. 

It's evident that the eccen
tric actress - who wears one 
gold fingernail and says she 
was raised a Democrat a nd 
wtll die a Democrat - won't 
let retirement squelch her 

talent for brightening the lives 
of others. 

·rm a1ways talking to peo
ple, that's letting them know I 
really care about them ... ! 

enjoy encouraging people," 
Griffith told her audience 
Tuesday. "All ol you have 
made me what I am today ... 
and just because I'm ·not 
doing a lot more 

performances . doesn 't mean 
that I'm tlropping off the face 
of the earth." 

Annie Boon may be reached 
at 876-2532 or 
aboon0 aztrib.com. 



Applause Applause 

. • STEVE CHERNE AIL1 NEl',S-Sd, 

. m at Willowbrook United Methodist Church in Sun City this Actress Tanya Griffith cradles her chin in her hands during a progra 
week. 



::i U IV LI f- t 
ovember 2000 

MlllrFaces 
of 7anya 9rilfii£ 

By Dick Kemp 

{1 f1 / hen Sun Citian Tanya Griffith ' V V ~trolls down the center aisle of 
the Sun Dial auditorium on Nov. 26, garbed in 

'70s clothing and animatedly introducing her 
character of the evening, the audience can be 

assured it is witnessing a theater icon. 
She will, that night, portray Maxine Newman, 

Del Webb's personal secretary for the last 11 years 
of his life - sharing the strengths and foibles of the 
"father of the Sun Cities." 

The performance will be the latest in the " 155-
160" characters she has portrayed over 40 years, a 
professional career that has taken her to 46 of the 
48 contiguous U.S. states. 

Since the Griffiths moved to Sun City in 1987 
- and "Dr. Bill" became senior pastor of 
Willowbrook United Methodist - Tanya has 

presented about I 00 of those roles in the area. 

Not easiest role 

Mr. Webb's secretary - who died several years 
ago - will not be her easiest subject. Despite her 
long tenure, and fierce loyalty, Maxine Newman 
was no Del Webb clone. 

She was about 5'-2". He was 6'-4". 
She lived to bowl. He was addicted to golf 

and baseball. 
She smoked heavily off-duty, yet enforced the 

large No Smoking signs posted around her 
boss's office. 

Preparing herself 

To steep herself in the role, Tanya's interviews 
have included former Webb chairman R.H. Johnson, 
and executive secretary Marge Klinefelter, who 
worked closely with Maxine. 

She also immersed herself in Webb biographies 
and corporate history, and discovered that Del Webb 
was a man of apparent contradictions. That, 



although humble, he attached his 
name to hotels and communities. 
And that a major magazine once 
titled a Webb profile: "The 
Bashful Barnum." 

Tanya has been known to visit 
gravesites for inspiration. "Since 
Mr. Webb's ashes were scattered 
northwest of Sun City in 1974, I 
sometimes find myself staring up 
at his stan1e," she says. 

Two key mentors 

Lives are often changed in 
college.Tanya could have 
followed her first love - the law 
- except for an Ohio Weslyan 
English professor who encour
aged research into historical 
characters. 

He was her key mentor num
ber one. 

The second was an unlikely 
figure - her mother-in-law. 

The Griffiths were raising 
three chi ldren in Cleveland. Dr. 
Bill headed a large Methodist 
parish, and Tanya was being a 
good minister 's wife. 

"I began giving professional 
book reviews, and Bill 's mother 
began encouraging me to revive 
an earlier interest - performing 
in high school plays. 

A career was born 

"'On a whim, 1 bought a trunk 
full of clothes that belonged to a 
notorious Cleveland swindler, 
Cassie Chadwick, and a career 
was born ." 

By the time they left Cleve
land., Tanya was giving 200 solo 
performances annually - U.S. 
presidents wives, heroines like 
Joan of Arc and Florence 

ightingale, adventurers like 
Pearl Buck and Amelia Earhart 
and stage giants like Annie 
Oakley and Maria Callas . 

' 

Today, she has "eased off" to 
about 80 perfo rmances a year. 
But not because her energy level 
has declined or memory is 
impaired. 

" It's more a matter of being 
more selective, and spending 
more quality time with Bill since 

he retired in 1998, especially in 
traveling," says Tanya. 

"I've got his solemn promise 
that if he sees me slipping, he'll 
tell me! That would be it! I want 
to go out on top!" 

Never had an agent 

Tanya has never had an agent 
- securing performances through 
word-of-mouth and good 
reviews. Bil l, who she met at 
Ohio Weslyan, comes as close as 
she's ever had to a manager. 

"He is find ing it somewhat 
diffi cult to retire. Bil l misses 

THEN & OW 
Tanya and Bill 
Griffith, today 
and circa 1962. 

being an integral part of peoples 
lives. He used to keep a phone 
by his bed, encourage his mem
bers to use it, and would visit 
them at any hour of the day. 

" We real ly are compatible," 
she says. "He loves traveling and 
reading, as I do, and is now writ
ing about religious subjects." 

That compatib ility was evident 
when I visited Tanya - the day of 
the second presidential debate. 

"We've always voted opposi te 
each other," laughed Dr. Bill, 
"and always will." 

When I asked Tanya if she 



ever forgets lines, her husband 
joked that he's urging her t~ 
commit her roles to full scnpt -
but only for posterity's sake. _ 

Another family laugher: Smee 
cooking isn't her favorite thing, 
drawers are jammed with glass 
collectibles and costumes vs. the 
normal complement of pots and 

pans. 

A rare combination 

Tanya's research, creativity 

I 
and performing abilities form a , .. ~ 

•t, '~ I 

rar~ .:~~bination. She also is a . ,, 1~f1,~: -~~~
,,roJl f:~el ~?r at least two maxuns: · ~'"·'"' ~ 
.J, ··1 - Use it or lose it. 

f .J '" ,, 

. _2 7-~tti~tide is everytlµ~g. , · ., · 
)\t age,69, she constantly exercis·~s hetmind. ~ ,, 

Be~een roles she is an avid reader on a variety ' 
of subjects: and still gives biographical book 
reviews ( on both sexes), as she has for years at 
Willowbrook. 

.:-- ;})ipya is perm~ently enthusias~ic .. _W¥le_ ~A~ -·· . 
. has_ potJ.ciy¢ El~~<?r Rooseye_lt mor:_ than ~¥ , · 
other tole·, ''my favorite is the character I'in 

:..1~~:IJ~l t." . ·. , , 
.:-, ~:;~~l-~ .. "\rt ,l. ,.. . .. '\ .... .. . " l . , •i. _.,, 
tg~~t,}l~ ro ~s '"". :- l-: . . J, i" . ·,'i.i, 
, .... , .t ··l•· -~•r+• f t'" ,. -,· • .,,.,. °t-"~ ~ 
: ... ;i;,;n.i.is,;month' ~he -scheduled a, FlQrida perfor.:: :~ ~j, 
.Jfl.;':\.,~.....:..i?:1i .. !,°'•· ~ ..... '"•l.j • , '.(,, ...., ,"' J ... 

~~ q_f:~~e~.B~dell, the -~piscopal 4ea-; .• :: 
CQOC$S;b(-th~. ~yetglades, aJ)d will add •EJtiabeth· . 

, • .~1'1,'(,":;j.t. ~ ,. ;.., - J, , ,., • . ' I ... ) ,"-

;?'ayl~J,~!?..c~~ r
1
~p,ertoire later ~s sea~~:m: ., , -~ 

:;; .P,~~Jte .. ~~~ands. of pep.o~c.~~. J~ya t , · 

:~a.dirlitftb.\a"lifetime of sta' e friNht_ '~en ·I do' ~. 
# • \-1 ~: •. . . • ' ,.. . • ' \ • g ... 6-'f l .. 1l l " 

.. ~Maxirie."this month, I may have'io be pushed .,, .. 
~J':'...?i:• ..... .1.., .. _... . • .. • • 1' -·. ~ • • "' ' ' ◄ ' 

_:qn,t~·~~ &tage. ,. · . . · : . _ .. 
1

· · • 

·/(;):lµt" 9nce ~ l;>_egin, loqk out) . 
''When .I finally.hang it up;.J'll turn to more 

reading, playing bridge and traveling with Bill." 
As

1t11e· Griffiths waved a gracious' good~ye/ ( 
reflected: "I can't see that happening anytime · 
soon, thank goodness!" 

Editors Note-Ticketsfor'Tdnya's Nov. 26 Sun· 
Dial performance (7 p.m.), can be purchasdd for . 
$10 at the 40th Anniversary office - 15404 N. .. 
99th Ave. (Greenway Shopping Center) . Profits 
will supj/or·t 'oth'er 40th Anniversary events. 0 

' .•·.' • • ! • • • 
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Tanya 
Griffith 

. celebrates 
notable 

• women1n 
history 

R 
ecenUy when I asked a 

. group of 25 In one of 
my classes how many 
had experienced at 

least one of Tanya Griffith's 
. dramatic performances, about 

half raised their hands. each one 
wll h a definite smile. Those 

, smiles communicated their 
memories of having greaUy 
enjoyed whatever dramatization 
they had attended. 

Tanya Griffith is a legend, 
having created a legendary spot 

· for herself through her 
. one-woman shows, dramatically 
· portraytng 

. women tn history, literature and 
; the arts. She has more than 100 
· women in her repertotre, and 

keeps adding new ones. Her 
, audiences find it easy to forget 
• that Tanya is playing a role. As 
' she reveals the personal nature 
, of the character she is portraying, 
: she seems to become that 

woman, taking the audience back 
to whatever era is being depicted. 

I will be lntroductng Tanya at 
an upcomtng event where she will 
portray Vlctoiia Woodhull, who · 
was the first woman to run for · 
president. in 1872, long before 
women had the vote. Woodhull 
was also the first woman to 

leslily belore a congressional 
committee and the first female 
stockbroker In Wall Street. Her 
Equal Rights Party platform 
suppo~ted women's right to vote, 
work and love freely, so she 
became known as a "free lover." 

Appropriately for this election 
season, Tanya chose this 
particular woman to dramatize. 
taking us back In time to 
recognize how far we have come 
in women's rights. Woodhull may 
have been l 00 years ahead of her 
time. but Just where are we now . 
128 years later? 

An interesting side light of how 
far we've come could be the fact 
that there Is now everi a Barbie 
doll. who announced her 
candidacy for president in Apiil. 
Mattel. the maker of Barbie, 
teamed up with the White House 
Project and Gtrls Inc. to market 
the Barbie for President doll, 
encouraging females to become 
more involved in leadership. 
Another doll, Vanessa, Barbie's 
African-American counterpart, 
became Barbie's oppqnent In her 

,run for the presidency. 
:.. No matter what your politlcal 
affiliation, or whether or not you 
'are happy with the results of our 
recent election, you will be happy 
with the performance Tanya 

· Griffith will give on Nov.10 at 1 
' p.m., at Wlllowbrook Methodist 

Church. 19390 N. 99th Ave., tn 
, Sun City. It Is sponsored by 

P.E.O. Chapter DH, and all 
proceeds will benefit P.E.O .. 
projects, which provide support 
(or higher education 
opportunities for women. 

Tickets are available for $6 at 
the church office or by contacting 
Mary Harper. 623-972-8603 or 
Kathleen Prichard, 
623-566-0841. 

The support of P.E.O. projects 
Is a cause close to my heart as I 
received a P.E.O. award, many 
years ago as a senior In high 

' school. It was small, but setved 
as encouragement for continutng 
my education. 

, Now, I truly enjoy betng 
involved in any way I can to 
further support this worthy 
effort. I will Introduce Tanya 
Griffith at the performance on 
Nov. I 0, and hope to see you 
·t11ere. Her portrayals are always 
enjoyable and educational. What 
more could we want than to 
support education for others tn 
the process of our own? 

Readers may write to Carol 
Secord at 9715 W. Undgren. Sun 
City, Ariz. 85373-2112. 



BAUCE ELLISON 
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IL may have been the easiest 
performance of a 40-year career 
Tuesday as Tanya Griffith por
trayed the woman she knows 
best - Tanya Griffith. 

Griffith. the Sun City aclress 
who's earned kudos across the 
nation for her portrayals of 
farnous women of history. kept a 
capacity crowd al the Union HIiis 
Country Club spellbound for an 
hour as she paced U1e floor. mike 
tn hand, regaling the mostly 
female audience with tales of her 
life on the stage In "Tanya, Up 
Close and Personal." 

"It's not very often thal I gel to 
talk about myself. which Is a fas
cinating topic,· she began. 

In fact, she said later, she had 
never before discussed her pro
fessional life In a public session. 
. When you're on stage, she 
said. "people feel Utey tan ask 

•j y::>u anything, a1id tliey · sure 
have. 

"I think one of Ute questions 
I've heard most often Is, 'Don't 
you ever have to go to the 
bathroom?' 

"Well. the answer Is yes,· Grif
fith said to chuckles. But. as wllh 
many other things on the stage, 
"you have lo plan ahead. 

"You can't even blow your nose 
unless It's a dramatic gesture In 
the script.· ' 

After performances, "people 
.oflen tell me how dilTerenl I look 
with my clothes on. which. when 
you're a minister's wife, Is a sort 
of Intriguing comment. .. 

Griffith ftas been married for 
•46 years to U1e Rev. Blll GrlffiU1, 
retired senior pastor of WIilow

. brook. United Methodist Church. 
I "Those folks really mean I look 
different In street clothes U1an In 
llie peHod costumes I wear,· Grif
fith explained. 

Perhaps the Innocent quesllon 
that brings the greatest embar
rassment Is, "flave you ever 
thought of being an actress?" 
Griffith said. 

, "I have lo wonder what lliey 
. think I've done for 40 years" and 
, why they paid to hear me. 
1 • As for that old staple asked. of 
performers. "What was your most , 
embarrassing moment?" Griffith 

Daily News-Sun 

had a ready answer. 
As Florence Nightingale at a 

nurses convention with several 
thousand people In a hotel ball
room, "My mike went dead. I 
didn't know what to do. 

"Then out of the comer of my 
eye. I saw two shapes, two men 
on their stomachs. crawling 
across the stage In the dark. 

"One of them soon had his 
hand on my back. f eellng Its way 
up to flnd the broken part and fix 
It." 

The operation was successful 
and the presentation continued. 

"I didn't have to drop the role and 
have Florence Nightingale excuse 
herself to fix the batlerles. ·• she 
said. 

The pleasure of her work 
comes from applause. and from 
the audience Interaction during 
the perfonnarice. 

"It takes two lo tango. the 
actress and Ute audience.· and 
performers know when lliey·ve 
caught the attention they want. 

As for learning her lines. 
"When I was young, I discovered I 
had this mind that hardly ever 
forgets anything: one reason It's 
relatively easy for her to speak In 
character for an hour or more. 

If she ever realizes she can no 
longer remember roles. "that's It. 
I'm done.· 

Although her work requires 
considerable historical research. 
she said, "anybody can be taught 
lo do the research. and many 
people can be taught to put the 
result In some kind of logical 
order. 

"Not everybody can add ere• 
atlvlly. and It's that creativity 
Utat makes the emotional por• 
trayal work.· she said. 

"I always want It to look easy.· 
she said. because then people 
don't see Tanya Griffith. they 
sense Eleanor Roosevelt or 
Queen Victoria or any of the l 00· 
plus other characters In her 
repertoire. 

"That Is what makes It work,· 
she said. 
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UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL: 
Local performer shares stage 
secrets 

E.B. MCGOYERM/All Y flfl':S SUII 
Tanya Griffith works her way through the crowd as she shared the experiences of a 40-year acting career 
Tuesday at Union Hills Country Club in Sun City. 
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GRIFFITH , TANYA VF PERSONALITIES 

Actress brings Del Webb's secretary to life 

Suzanne Starr/The Arizona Republic 
un City act ress Tanya Grif

:th portrays longtime Del 
Vebb secretary, Maxine· New
, an, in Getting to Know Del 
Vebb. 

. 

Ry An!!cla Raha1:,•o-Mussi 
Special for the Republic 

Mention . the words Sun 
City and the name Del E. 
Webb comes up almost auto
matically. 

But what is the story be
hind the man who built the 
company that builds some of 
the most well-lmown.commu
nities across America? 

To answer that question, it 
would help to ask someone 
who worked closely with him 
on a daily basis. 

Someone like his longtime 
secretary, Maxine Newman, 
who was his secretary at the 
time of his death in 1974. 

Although Newman herself 
is also deceased, Tanya Grif
fith, a Sun City actress lmown 
for her one-woman shows, 

Preparatory · · · mterv· 
~!.th Robert H J iews was Althou h 
~orked With \~ 0 hnson, who man•s bog MaXine N 
Years and ebb for 48 "'"- ss was a ew. 
~ now he d . ......,, - his Powerful 

ebb Foundation a s the Del ins:)uded Bin golfing buddies 
J Webb's relati~nsh . . Hope and Barg Crosby, Bob 
ohnson showed th lp With he never f; ry Goldwater -

great re e man's start d orgot wh 
Gtiffith s:~t for loyalty "Dur: , ~riffith 1:re he 

-:;vebb's first e~pl~evera1 of ~~tes, h! ~:s to constr~~~~-1; . Started the C Yees When line for the ays made a bee. 
ct 28 worked Witimhp_any in m~n and thconstruction fore-

~cades. 1m for said uu e Workers " h D ·, ne Would ' s e 
: el Webb was abJ . t~e_ YIPs.,, go right Past 

11s company b . e ~o build Most f 
~;ou~ defens: b:ff:flnmg nu- lieires, as 

0
Ne~ Griffith be. 

. ts m the late 1930 g con. fQ;r him and an took notes 
i~! 6-ar, he benefite~· f ter :PI;J.9intrnents s~~heduJed his 
Jll ig housing boom rom ~n__ her boss' as ~ould have 
o ow~d. Today; Del that someone Who b .an innovator 
.,;1;P•· lS the nation' 

1 
W~bb h.ousing comm ~~ "lifestyJe•: 

J..Uder of comm ~ . eading fore it was UlUtJes long b 
..!opje 55 and ld unities for . "lie s POPuJar. e-

o er. ,,.,..; · aw Possibili · 
- Y where " Griff' h ties ev. 

. , l t Said. 

will be portraying Webb's 
secretary in a show Sunday 
titled Getting to Know Del 
Webb. 

Griffith will try to imagine 
what it was like to work for a 
man who dropped out of high 
school to become a carpen
ter's apprentice and started a 
business which would eventu
ally become one of the top 
home-building companies in 
the nation. 

"He was such an important 
man in this country," Griffith 
said. "But he was able to take 
that all in stride and still 
appear in some ways as an 
average man." 

She says that even today, 
people in Sun City often refer 
to Del Webb "as if he is still 
alive and walking on the 
streets." 

Griffith's performance is 
part of the yearlong celebra
tion of the 40th anniversary 
of the opening of Sun City. 
Other events have included a 
golf cart parade with nearly 
300 entries and a program 
honoring volunteers. After 
Griffith's show, other events 
are planned in December, and 
the celebration will end with 
a party Dec. 17 at the Sun
dome. 

Griffith has been doing 
one-woman shows for over 25 
years. She has a portfolio of 
about 200 famous women 
whom she portrays in per
formances around the United 
States. 

Griffith prepares exten
sively for her roles. Unknow
ingly, she has been preparing 
for this role since she moved 

to Sun City from Cleveland 
with her husband 13 years 
ago. 

A life-size statue of Webb 
at the Bell Recreation Center 
immediately sparked her in-
terest in the man. · 

"It's a wonderful image of 
him," she said. "I was kind of 
taken with it and his quote 
that's inscribed there: "The 
builder builds the house but 
people make the home.' " 

Since then, Griffith has 
collected information about . 
Webb. But she dug deeper 
when she realized she would 
be presenting a show on him. 
Griffith used various books 
written about the developer 
and interviewed people who 
knew him. One of her last 
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CAROL SECORD 

Tanya Griffith's characters 
By Carol Secord 

For Arhona Senior World 

I'm not enough of a history buff lo sil 
down and study in depth the lives of 
famous or lnfamous people. However. I 
feel fortunate to know someone who does 
lliis kind of research and study, then puts 
il together lnlo an enjoyable; educational 
formal as she portrays a particular histori
cal character. 

I can count on Tanya 
Griffith of Sun City to do 
just that. repeatedly. with 
character after character. 
As I attend as many of her 
local presentations as my 
calendar allows, I not only 
learn about the person 
she is portraylng but also 
much about the era ln which lliis person 
lived. Thank you, Tanya, for my history 
lessons - the easy and enjoyable way. 

As I'.ve checked over Griffith's fall sched
ule and my schedule, I am particula rly 
looking forward to attendlng her portrayal 
of Lillian Russell. As I had only a vague 
awareness of who this woman was, I 
asked Tanya about her research. Actually. 
Tanya may spend as much as two years 
researching the characters she portrays in 
her one-woman shows. So I felt some reti
cence in asking her to give me a "thumb
nail" sketch. 

What I learned was enough to whet my 
appetite for more. Lillian Russell was a 
very beautiful woman a nd a talented 
stnger, who Uved during the "gilded age" of 
our history. Her mother was a suffragette, 
weU ahead of her lime, who encouraged 
LIJUan and arranged for her operatic traln
lng. When she sang near an open wlndow, 
people would gather outside to listen. 

Asked one time lo fill ln as a s lnger al a 
beer garden, Lillian loved it and her career 
as a singer broadened and intensified. 

Tanya Griffith wiU lake this portrayal 
through several failed marriages and Ul
lian' s rela tions hip with Diamond Jim 
Brady, who was to build her a theater. 

I look fonvard lo seeing Lillian Russell 
"come alive" on stage as Tanya Grtffith por
trays her in full costume. including a blonde 
wig and a dress with a gold lame train. 

This performance will lake place on 
November 19 al I p.m. al Willowbrook 
Methodist Church in Sun City. Informa
tion and $6 tickets a re available from 
Mary Jane Fox (623-933-2715) or Ruth 
DeMars (623-8 15-0836). Proceeds will go 
to support educational projects for women 
through the DH Chapter of P.E.O. 

Whal a great opportunity to support 
education for women as we simultaneous
ly support our own education. and enjoy it 
ln the process. J'll be there on November 
19; in fact. I'll be introduclng lliis amazing 
woman. Tanya Griffith. or am I introduc
ing Lillia n Russell? I'd better get that 
straight. Hope lo see you there too. 

(Editor's note: Carol Secord teaches 
classes through Rio Salado College 
located between the Sun Cities. Her up
coming slx-week class, "Personal Devel
opment" begins November 5 at 9 a.m. 
In it students will explore growth con
cepts for seniors, including examina
tion of identity, personal values, posi
tive self-esteem, and how to enhance 
skills of assertiveness and decision
making as we become the best that we 
can be in our mature years. For regis
tration information call Rio Salado at 
480-517-8770.) 
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I 'The Dutchess' takes the stage 
By Carol Secord However. almost from the beginning \ 

For Arizona Senior World rumors of deceit. pay-offs. bribes. and 
It seems to be important to have models what was called "loose llvtng" surrounded 

and heroes or heroines. We need to have the president and his cabinet. Toward the 
good examples of others. as we strive to do end of his term. with the multi-million dol- / 
our best in our own endeavors. · lar Teapot Dome scandal about to erupt 

I have several heroines whom I respect and whispers about an illegitimate daugh-
1 

and look up to for various reasons. For ter, the president suddenly died. 
many years I have greatly admired Sun To learn more about this interesting 
Cltian Tanya Griffith story, plan to attend Tanya Griffith's por- I 
because of her many tal- trayal of "'The Duchess" at Willowbrook , 
ents. She Is a versatile Methodist Church in Sun City, November 

1 

actress, researcher and 19, at 1 p.m. lnfonnation and $6 tickets 
writer, whose professional are available from Janet Eacobacci (602- l 
life has been devoted to 933-1102). Proceeds will go to support 
returning the great educational projects for women through ' 
women of history to life P.E.O. J 

through dramatic perfor- .---.-::;a Each time I have attended one of 
mance. She does an In-depth study of Tanya's dramat:17.atlons I have felt rve had 
each of the characters she portrays, and is an enjoyable. historical, educational Jes
so successful in her dramatization that it son. What better way to support education 
~ms to the audience that we have actu- for women than to simultaneously support 
ally met the woman portrayed. . our own education. and enjoy It too? 

Each year Tanya travels from coast to I1l be there on November 19. Hope to 
coast. appeartng on college campuses. at see you there too. 
conventions. major meetings and clubs, 
and ts especially popular on the benefit 
circuit. 
·· In an upcoming special benefit event 
presented by a philanthropic educational 
organization. P.E.O .. Chapter DH, Tanya 
will portray Florence Kling Harding, wife of 
president Warren Harding. He called his 
wife "'The Duchess." and she was behind 
him all the way as he climbed through the 
ranks to the presidency. 

(Editor's note: Carol Secord teaches 
PeftC?nal Development classes ~ugh 
Rio Salado College located between the 
Sun Cities. Her up-eoming clasa. "Matu
rity Challenge," begins Nov. 6. For 
information on this class, or to request 
a free sample copy of her national 
newsletter New Mature Woman contact 
Secord at 6901 W. Stockman, Glendale, 
AZ 85308, or (602) 843-6274.) 
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Enhanced 
living 

Carol Secord 

Griffith . 
returning 
.to .stage· 
S 

he's back! · 
Sun Citian Tanya Griffith, 

versatile actress, researcher 
and writer, is back on the 

stage. 
Her family, friends and fans were 

greatly concerned last spring when 
she had to cancel a whole season of 
performances. A very serious neu
rological problem kept her sidelined . 

. ,, until the end of May." She he~ since · 
devoted her time and energies to 
recovering. 
· Griffith believes that the stage Is 
great therapy both for the performer 

. and the audience. 
"Friends and fans across the 

country," she says "and my devoted 
family, especially my husband, Dr. 
Bill, would not let me die or be less 
than the enthusiastic woman and 
actress everyone knows." 

Each year Griffith . travels from 
coast to coast, appearing on college 

. ·campuses, at conventions, major 
meetings and clubs. She is especi
ally valued and popular on the 
benefit circuit, raising funds for a 
wide range of organizations. . 

A few years ago her alma mater, 
; ·:· Ohio Wesleyan Universicy, gave hert~ 

its Distinguished -Alumni Award for 
1 the body of her ..york . and ac
, . complishments. Her -professional 
, life has been devoted to returning · 
, the great women of history· to life . - . 
1 , through her dramatic performances. 
' For each or the women she por-

trays she researches extensively to 
. find historical ac~uracy. · She · 
thereby creates characterizations of 
real women from the pages of his-

• 'I tory, and presents them to the 
: f audience with ( great.• reallcy. and, 
· ' skill. ' ... ~ · . ' .- . •.. ' . ·: · '· ' i 

Included in he~·once - again- busy 
schedule this fall ls a portrayal of 
Florence _Kling Harding, . wife of 

· President Harding. This seems par
ticularly timely as there may have 
been parallels with the current sit
uation in the White House. , .. 

"Almost from the beginning of the 
Harding administration," she ex
plained, "rumors of deceit, payoffs, 
bribes and what was then called 

· 'loose living' surrounded· .the presi-
dent and his cabinel ' 

Toward the end of bis 'term, with 
the multi-million-dollar Teapot 
Dome scandal about to erupt and 
whispers ~ ab~u~.,,,an illegitimate 
daughter, President Harding sud
denly died. 

"No· one can hurt you, now." his 
wife was heard to whisper into his 
casket" Griffith calls this program, 
"The Duchess,'' which is what Pres
ident Harding caited his wife. 

It will take place Nov. 19, at 1 
p.m., at Willowbrook Methodist 
Church, 19390 N. 99th Ave., In Sun 
Cicy. Tickets are available for $6 at 
the church office or by contacting 
Janet Eacobacci, 933-1102, or Evelyn 
Boone 977-5668. 

It is sponsored by P.E.o.· Chapter 
DH, and all proceeds will benefit 
P.E.O. projects, which provide 
higher education opportunities for 
women. 

This is a cause that ls close to my 
heart as I received a ~.E.O. award 
as a senior in high school. It was 
very small, but served as en
couragement for continuing my ed
ucation. Now, I truly enjoy b,eing 
involved in any way I can to further· 
support this worthy efforl I will 
introduce Tanya at the performance 
on Nov. 19, and hope to see you 
there. Her portrayals are always 
enjoyable and educational. What 
more could we want than to support 
education for others In the process 
of our own? · · ·. 

Carol Secord teaches personal 
development classes. She welcomes 
readers' questions and comments 
and may be contacted st 843-6274 or 
6901 W. Stockman, Glendale, 85308. 

-s 
...... 
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VlaYina the part 
Her portrayals 

I . 

illuminate 
famous women 
By BRUCE ELLISON 
Staff writer 

table was set, the chairs they used," 
Griffith said. "It was a treasure trove 
of information I could use." 

Griffith is a professional actress, 
with 37 years in the business. She 
has a dozen appe"arances scheduled 
in coming weeks, including several 
out of state. · 

"This has been my life," she said. 
Her husband's upcoming retire

ment from ·wmowbrook will allow 
For Ta nya Griffith, it isn't enough her more time on the road for her 

to just portray Eleanor Roosevelt, acting career, she added. 
Amelia Earhart, the Duchess of The couple came to Sun City fro~ 
Windsor or some o~her noted female the Cleveland, Ohio, area. In addi-
figure in hiStory. · •:· · 11:t·""~..'...- :- _ tlon to her actlng 'cl\r.eer, Griffith is · 

In ·crrccl, she must become lie r "a demon ha nd at bridge," wlicre ~ .. I 
subj ect. . definitely play to win," 

It takes more t~an acting a?d a She also enjoys travel, reading and 
costume, the _Sun ~tty ~ctress said. It writing all of which help her perfect 
takes extensive historical research, h h ' t · · 

d bTt t d t di er c arac ers. 
an an a ~ 1 Y O respon ° a':1 - The couple have three children , · 
e ~ce questions the way _her subJect two sons who now . live in the. 
might have responded , m order. to Phoenix area, and a daughter who 
become Roosevelt, Earhart or Indira 1. C t b I I d · L k 
G dh . f • t 1ves on a aw a s an , m a e an 1, or ms ance. E • 

In short, preparing a characte r rTteh. , d h"ld i h I'" 
takes work. ere~ one gran c 1 n er _1,e 

Griffith, who now h~s more than a ~ h~'sc~~~\:;,;~~0::e~; ~:~~~~~~ 
h~ndred characters m her reper- Sun City who's ever met -Tanya Grif
to1re, spends months on the research fith she said. 
need ed for a new one. ' . . He r new presentat10n on Diana -

Recently, she update d a four-year- . h • h h d t t II 
old prese ntation on Diana, Princess m w tc s ~ oes no ac ua Y por
of Wales _ a task which involved tray the p_rmces~, but . rather_ talks 
gathering hundreds of press clip- about her m an informal _fa shion -
pings from British newpa pe rs and takes .about an hour, and 1!1cludes a 
magazines during April and May last ques!1on-and-ans~er s~ss1on. The 
year, before Diana's untimely death. ho~r s present,ation, hke all her 

"Even before the accident, the re scripts, 1s written out first, and 
was this outpouring of support and wo_uld rur:i 35 or 40 typed pages, 
e nthus iasm for her. You could see it Gn~th satd. . . 
in the head lines, a nd h ear it on the It_ IS p~acticed m front of a mirror 

• BBC, in the way they talked about un~1I Griffith can make the presen
her" Griffith said in a recent inter- tatJon fro!" 1!1emory and feel com-
vie~. fortable with 1t. 

"I knew she was popular with the "Yes, I do practice often, and it's 
public, but I wasn 't prepared for the more work than people might think," 
de pth of those feelings, with how she she said. "You have to memorize a 
dominate d newspapers and mag- . lot of facts, many, many facts. 
azines while she was alive." There's always going to be someone 

By the time Griffith and her hus- in the audience that may know your 
band, Bill, senior pastor at Sun City's subject better than you do, so you 
Willow.brook United Methodist can 't get away with bluffing, or not 
Church, were ready to return from having accurate answers." 
England, she had accumulate d bun- The British royal family, she said, 
dreds of clippings and books, many is a very popular topic, with one 
of which had to be shipped home. crucial question frequently asked: 

She also acquired a three-volume Can the monarchy survive? 
catalog of furnishings that had be- "I don't re ally answer that," Grif
longed to the Windsors a nd which fith said , "But I do know that Prin
was auctioned at Sotheby's last week, cess Di changed the way the mon-
she said. archy works. 

"The catalogs are full of pictures "Will it survive? That's a good 
which showed how the royal family question, but It certainly is changed 
lived, what they wore, the way their now." · 

Northwest Valley-& 
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Tanya Griffith prepares for her performance at the First United Method
ist Church in Sun City last week. When she's emotional on stage, is 

it real? 
-~-.,...-------------------•*llllfl•ll!l'IP.~IIM!!l~llll!f'LE~,JMf~~ .. ~;e--.,~i., Once it certainly was, she recalled, 

ls she nervous when going on You dn-rTHfve--iH~aU8h!nce say- when she played an angry-~haracter 
stage? Yes - and, she said, it helps ing, 'That's not Di' or 'that's not after being upset with a relative. 
to have an audience. · Jackie 0, that's Tanya,'" she said. "Every one told me that anger was 

"I'd like a large audience, prefer- When she's successful with man- real," she said. 
ably a paying audience, so that I'm nerisms, dress, speech and attitude, And last · year, when she played 
nervous when I start." With a paying she said, she can truly convince even Mary at the cross, she said, it was an 
audience, she said, "you have to do th~se who knew the subject. emotionally wrenching experience, 
your best because they've given I remember one lady who saw me one that left her crying real tears 
money to hear you." as Eleanor Roosevelt, who later said and sobbing for several minute's after 

Once she's· got her act down pat, · she knew I was an actress because I she finished. 
she keeps the routine for as long as was too short, but, you know, part 
it works with audiences. "I'll do it way through she told me she began 
again and again unless the audience to wonder, and eventually asked 
isn't r esponding, and then I'll try to he rself, 'I wonder if Eleanor would 
vary it to keep them interested," she remember me?' "Griffith said. 
said. Griffith didn't study acting in col-

But for someone allowed backstage lege, but now wishes she had. In
with Griffith for the half hour or so stead, she took political science and 
be fore a performance, a different journalism at Ohio Wesleyan, and 
Tanya emerges from what Willow- since . has learned some technical 
brook members know, or informal acting technique but with little for-
living room conversation reveals. ' ma) training. 

As she readies herself, Griffith She doesn't take criticism ·easily, 
goes from casual to professional, she said. . 
checking her makeup, fussing with Nor does she want to hear audi-
he r dress, getting props ready. ence members gushing "about how · 

She tells colleagues h't>w the stage nice it was." 
should be set, arranges with a singer "If I don't do well, I know it, and I 
and accompanist for the music that's don't want to hear about It And if I 
often a part of her performance and don't do well and hear people telling 
sets a period for it. me how great I was, well, I don't 

She checks and rechecks, then care for it." 
frequently walks onstage to strike a The only person with whom she 
frozen pose while others talk abqut can talk about her performances 
her, her character or to wait as the critically, "is my husband Bill." 
music progresses. Then Griffith steps 
down from he r "picture frame" to . Griffith has "done one-woman 
become he r character. shows for so long that she finds she 

Griffith, who can accurately por- can no longer act as part of a theater 
tray such figures as Eleanor Roose- company. 
veil, wearing their dress and mim- "The one-woman act spoils you for 
icking their attitude and mannerisms ensemble work," she said. "In a 
in speech, said she does not act as group you have a lot to remember 
Diana or Jacqueline Kennedy Onas- that othe rs need. You have to know 
sis . because those women are too your cue lines, and giye other people 
fresh in the minds of her listeners. theirs, and they are specific words." 
Besides, she said, she 's too short to As a solo performer, Griffith can 
look like Diana, though she has worn vary her routine and change the 
a purple and black hat of the type words, as long as she's true to the 
that the princess made fashionable. . character. 

~ • ..,_ I 

Griffith said there were few words 
in the Bible to describe Mary at the 
scene of Jesus' crucifixion, so she 
reacted simply as a mother would 
with a dying son, falsely a~cused. 

"There was no stage· setting," Grif
fith remembered. " It all had to be in 
the imagination, mine and the audi-
enca • 

"I recall it now as a mystical ex
. perience, like I was away some
where, on a cloud. 

"At the end, I didn't know how 
long I had spoken, I had no idea of 
time. But when I finished, there was 
absolute silence. You could hear a 
pin drop. 

!'In the final scene, Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, was crying, and I 
was - real tears. You're not sup
posed to do that, but I did. 

"And I just ran off the platform, 
miserable. I crouched down behind 
something to get away from it all, 
away from all those people watching 
me, but the mike on my chest was 
still on ... and I just lay there quietly 
sobbing while the choir sang. 
· "Afterwards, people told me how 

moving it was. I've been asked about 
doing it again, - but I don't know if 
I can ever do it that way again. It 
was too emotional an experience." 

But she has Mary at the Cross on 
her schedule . for Good Friday - at 
the United Church of Sun City and 
Shepherd" of the Hills in Sun City 
West, on April 10, at 10:30 a.m. and 1 . 
p.m. · l 
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Tanya Griffith stands as if s~e is in .a pictu_~e fram~~~t!~~ ' start of her --.' 
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Tanya Griffith keeps busy with 
her · portrayals of noted women 
of history. 

In the three months from 
February through April, for in
stanc1e, she has sche_duled more 
than ! 30· appearances, including 
Dallas; Naples and Marco Is
land, 'Fla.; Akron, Cleveland and 
Cincinnati and sites in Pennsyl
vania, in ·addition to performing 
in the Sun Cities, Phoenix, 
Peoria and Sun Lakes. 

Among the characters she will 
portray are Pearl S. Buck, Gypsy 
Rose Lee, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Susannah Wesley, Susan B. An
thony, the Duchess of Windsor, 
Bess Truman, Princess Diana 
and Mary at the Cross. 

You can catch. a performance 
Saturday at a Sabbath celebra
tion at Willowbrook United 
Methodist Church, as Griffith 
portrays Susannah Wesley; or 
March 4 at the Friendship Club 
luncheon when she acts as Wal
lis, Duchess of Windsor. And 
then on March 6, at the Sundome 
Health and Beauty Fair, she'll 
portray Sister Kenney, an Aus
·tralian nurse. 

On March · 9, she'll be Bess 
Truman at the American Lu
theran Church in Sun City . . 

A busy schedule indeed. 
On June 20, she celebrates in a 

more personal way, noting the 
45th anniversary of her marriage 
to Dr. Bill -Griffith, retiring sen-

"' ior pastor at Willowbrook 



V1'' P~RSONALITIE0 

Dally~ Tuesday, Fe b. 24,~998 (Ta nya Griffith) 

· Vlayina the part 
· Her portrayals 
illuminate 
famous -women 
By BRUCE ELLISON 
Staff writer 

F or Tanya Griffith, it isn 't e nough 
to just portray Eleanor Rooseve lt, 
Ame lia Earhart, the Duchess of 
Windsor or some othe r noted .female 
figure in history. 

Tn e ffect, she mus t h t:!r0me h e r 
subject. . 

It takes more tha n acting and a 
costume, the Sun City actress sa id . It 
takes exte nsive historica l research, 
a nd an a bility to respond to audi
e nce questions the' way her subject 
might h ave responded, in o rd er to 
become Roosevelt, Earhart or I ndira 
Gandhi, for instance. 

In short, prepal'ing a characte r 
takes wor k 

Griffith, who now has more tha n a 
hu ndred cha racte rs in he r repe r
to ire, spe nds months on the research 
need ed for a new one. 

Recently, she update d a four-year
old presentation on Dia na, Princess 
of Wales - a task which involved 
gathering hundre ds of press clip
pings from British newpa pe rs and 
magazines during April and May last 
year, before Dia na 's untime ly death. 

"Eve n be fore the accide nt, the re 
was this outpouring of support and 
e nthus iasm ·fo r h er. You could see it 
in the headlines, a nd hear it on the 
BBC, in the way they ta lke d about 
h er," Griffith said in a recent inter
view. 

"I knew .she was popula r with the 
publi c, but I wasn't pre pared for the 
depth of those feelings, with h ow she 
d ominate d ne ws pa pe rs and mag
azines while she was alive." 

By the t ime Griffith a nd he r hus
ba nd, Bill, senior pastor at Su n City's 
Will owbro ok Unite d Methodis t 
Church , were ready to return from 
E ngla nd, she had accumulated hun
dre ds of clippings and books, ma ny 
of which had to be shipped home. 

She a lso a cquired a three-volume 
cata log of furnishings that had be
longed to the Windsors and which 
was a uctioned at Sothe by's last week, 
she said. 

"The cata logs a re full of pictures 
which showe d how the royal family 
lived, what they wore, the way the ir 

table was set, the chairs they used ," . 
Griffith said. " It was a treasure trove 
of information I could use." 

Griffith is a professional actress, 
with 37 years in the business. She 
has a dozen appearances scheduled 
in coming weeks, including seve ral 
out of state. 

"This has been my life ," she said. 
Her husba nd's upcoming retire

me nt from Willowbrook will allow 
he r more t ime on the road for her 
acting ca reer, she added. 

The couple came to Sun City from 
the Clevela nd, Ohio, area. In addi
ti on to her acti ng career, Grlfflttwol• ' 
" a de1110 J1 ha nd at bridge ," whe re "I 
de fini te ly play to win." 

She also e njoys travel, r eading a nd 
writi ng, all of wh ich help he r pe rfect 
he r characte rs. 

Tile cou ple have thre e childre n -
two sons wh o now Jive in the 
P hoeni x area , a nd a daughte r who 
l ives on Catawba Island, in Lake 
Er ic. 

The re's one grandchild in he r life 
- a cutie name d Sweet Ma rgue rite, 
who's probably known by everyon e in 
Sun City who's ever met Tanya Grif
fith, she sa id. 

He r new presentation on Dia na -
in which she d oes not actua lly por
tray the princess, but r ather ta lks 
about her in a n informa l fashion -
takes about a n hour, a nd includes a 
qu estion-and-a nswer session. The 
hour's presentation, like all he r 
scripts, is wr itten out first , a nd 
would run 35 or 40 typed pages, 
Griffith said. 

It is practice d in front of a mirror 
unt il Griffith can make the presen
tation from me mory and feel com
fortable with it. 

"Yes, I do practice ofl:e n , and it's 
more work than pe ople might think," 
she said . "You have to memori ze a 
lot of fa cts, ma ny, many fa cts. 
The re's always going to be someone 
in the audience that may know your 
subject be tte r th an you do, so you 
can't get away with bluffing, or not 
having accurate answers." 

The Brit ish royal family, she said, 
is a very popu lar topic, with one 
crucia l questi on frequently aske d : 
Ca n the mona rchy survive ? 

"I don 't rea lly answer that," Grif-
11th sa id, "But I do know that P rin
cess Di cha nged the way the mon
a rchy works. 

"Will it survive? That's a. good 
question, but it certa inly is changed 
now." 

Is she nervous wh en gotng o· 
stage? Yes - a nd, she said, it help 
to have an audie nce. 

" I'd like a large audi ence, prefe r 
ably a paying audience, so that l' r, 
nervous whe n I start." With a payin, 
audie nce, she said, "you have to ct, 
your best because they've give r 
money to hear you." . 

Once she's got her act down pa t 
she keeps the routine for as Jong a 
it works with audiences. "I'll do i 
again a nd again unless the audienc• 
isn 't responding, and then I' ll try t, 
vary it to keep the m interested," sh• 
said. 

But for someone allowed backstag 
with Griffith for the half hour or s 
be fore a pe r fo rmance, a differer 
Ta nya e me rges from what Willov 
brook members know, or informr 
living room conve rsation reveals. 

As she readies herse lf, Griffit 
goes from casual to professiona 
checking her makeup, fussing w it 
he r d ress, getting props r eady. 

She tells colleagues how the stag 
shou ld be set, arranges with a singr 
a nd accompa nist for the music that 
ofte n a part of her p e rformance a n 
sets a pe riod for it. 

She checks and rechecks, the 
freque ntly wa lks onstage to strike 
frozen pose while othe rs talk abot 
her , h er characte r or to wait as t i" 
music progresses. Then Griffith ste1 
down from her "picture frame" t 
become her characte r. 

Griffith, who can accurate ly po 
tray such fi gures as Eleanor Roos 
velt, wearing their dress a nd mi r 
icking the ir attitude and mannerisn 
in speech, said she d oes not act ; 
Dia na or J acqueline Kennedy Ona 
s is because those wome n are ti 
fre sh in the minds of he r liste ner 
Besides, she said, she's too short · 
look like Diana , though she has wo, 
a purple a nd black hat of the tyJ 
that the princess made fashionable. 



"You ·can 't. hav~ - th~ audience say
ng, 'That's not Di ' or 'that's not 
ackie 0 , that's Tanya,"' sh e sa id. 
When she's successful with man-

1erisms, dress, speech and attitude, 
he sa id , she can truly convince even 
nose who knew the subject. 

·'J remember one lady who saw me 
s Eleanor Roosevelt, who later said 
he knew I was an actress because I 
:as too short, but, you know, part 
·ay through she told me she began 
.> wonder, and eventually asked 
erself, 'I wonder if Eleanor would 
emember me?' "Griffith said. 

Griffith didn't study acting in col
"ge, but now wishes s he had. In
.ead, she took political science and 
Jurnalism at Ohio Wesleyan, and 
:nee has learned some technical 
cting technique but with little for
m ! training. 
She doesn't take crit icism easily, 

he said. 
Nor does she want to hear· audi

nce members gush ing "about how 
ice it was." 
" If I don't do well, I know it , a nd I 

on't want to h ear about it. And if I 
on't do well and hear people te lling 
1e how gre at I was, well , I don 't 
a re for it." 
-The only person with whom she 
an talk about her performances 
r itica lly, " is my husband Bill." 

Griffith has done one-woman 
1ows for so long that she finds s he 
an no longer act as part of a theater 
.Jmpany. 
"The one-woman act spoils you for 

nsemble work," she said. "In a 
--oup you have a lot to remember 
1at others need. You have to know 
1ur cu e lines, and give other people 
1e irs, and they are specific words." 
As a solo pe rformer, Griffith can 

a ry her r outine and change the 
·ords, as long as she's true to the 
haracter. 

When she's emotional on stage, is 
it real? 

Once it certainly was, she recalled, 
whe n sh e played an angry character 
after being upset with a relative. 

"Every one told· me that anger was 
r eal," she said. 

And last year, when she played 
Mary at the cross, she said, it was' an 
emotionally wrenching experience, 
one that le ft her crying r eal tears 
and sobbing for several minutes after 
she finished. 

Griffith said there were few words 
in the Bible to describe Mary at the 
scene of J esus' crucifixion, so she 
reacte d simply as a mother would 
with a dying son, falsely accused. 

"There was no stage setting," Grif
fith re membered. "It all had to be in 
the imagination, mine and the audi
ence. 

"I recall it now as a mystical ex
perience, like I was away some
where, on a c loud. 

"At the end, I didn't know how 
long I had spoken, I had no idea of 
t ime. But when I finished , ther e was 
absolute silence. You could hear a 
pin drop. 

"In the final scene, Mary, the 
mother of J esus, was crying, and I 
was - real tears. You're not sup
posed to do that, but I did. 

"And I just ran off the platform, 
miserable. I crouched down behind 
something to get away from it all, 
away from all those people watching 
me, but the mike on my chest was 
still on ... and I just lay ther e quietly 
sobbing while the choir sang. 

"Afterwards, people told me how 
moving it was. I've been asked about 
doing it again, - but I don't know if 
I can ever do it that way again. It 
was too emotional an experience." 

But s he has Mary at the Cross on 
her sch edule for Good Friday - at 
the United Church of Sun City and 
She pherd of the Hills in Sun City 
West, on April 10, at 10:30 a.m. and 1 
p.m. 

Mollie J. Hoppes/Doily News-Sun 

Tanya Griffith prepares for her performance at the First United Method
ist Church in Sun City last week. 
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:.ts·;· ;·; ··JP· )l ,erhaps, you know her :§i. j 1- _ .,best .. as Ele.anor Roose- t 
f::;; · velt, Golda Meir or ~ 
'.l Amelia Earhart. 
\, But when she's not portraying 

one of the great women in his
tory, she's Sun City resident 
Tanya Griffith - a self-taught 
actress, minister's wife and 
mother of three who loves his
tory, a good cup of coffee and 

:it he~i:t:r:~ past 30 years 
' Griffith has developed a reper: 
l toire of 135 women she brings to 

lif~ on stage. 
?} Griffith truly is a one-woman 
f · show: She researches and 
_,y writes all her material and does 
{ , her own costuming and makeup. f, 

"When people ask me how I 
do this, I can't answer that 
question," she said. "I only 

-know that I just do." 
Griffith is always in demand 

to perform in the Sun Cities 
and she takes her show on th~ 

'" road. 
·s Always her goalis the same. 
'.lf'. "I want to be historically ac-
,._ curate and dramatic, but I also 
;(_, want an· emotional aspect," she 
t,,,, said. ·· 
g Grifljth .revels. in her re-
. j _ search,. which riever stops. 
"' "When I'm traveling, I say ff there are two places women can 
Vi always go by themselves safely · 
-+ - the library and the local his
.y- torical society." 

You also might find her hunt
;>t ing for vintage clothing an-

tiques or old books that p;ovide 
~::, her with the keys to unlock her 
, -. characters'-pasts. 
t\t . Griffith' slipped into the role 
ij of'Eleanor Roosevelt during our 
k~ meet.{ng; • even without the cos- ;:;: 
ti ..tume;i she was quite convincing. ];. 
tt ► lt ' ';Vas easy for me to see why ¾ 

. ij •. the former first lady reformer _·,.·'. __ -:.'.," 
ti!•· d' h . . • h, an t umamtarian is Griffith's '/,,'.\.·:''. 
1· _ ~u~itn~~~l~r personality with ;~; 

; it · ,As ·far as prst ladies go, Grif- 4 
!~ ·, fith said she is a great admirer ',-s· 
11 of Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
U However, don't expect to see 
# qriffith portraying Hillary any-
:~I time soon. ii ~ie~0

J:ing herself too well " 
#- Griffith said. ' 

::;-\ m~st as!:~o;ai~
th

pe:i~a:ce:, f(: 
Although there are many, she 
said, the first time she took the 
stage as Queen Victoria proved 
unforgettable. 

"I walked in and the people 
immediately stood. Women were 
bowing. ... It was one of the 
moments when I hadn't even 
started performing and they be
lieved. I felt that if I never was 
able to perform again, that -' 
would be all right" 
. The actress is married to the 

Rev. Dr. William D. Griffith 
from Willowbrook United 
Methodist Church in Sun City. 

, "I'm not the typicaf minister's 
wife," she said. "The first year I 
was here, people did say they 
didn't expect me to be so ap-

_,, _ proachable. They said, 'We 
didn't expect you to be so giving 
to our congregation.' Now peo
ple say, 'You have to meet our 
minister's wife.' " 

If you haven't seen her per
form but would like to, you're in 

· <; luck Griffith will portray Alice •· 
:\ Roosevelt Longworth (Teddy's ·• 

daughter) at 7 p.m. Thursday in ,.,: 
: : Crown of Life Lutheran Church, i' 13131 Spanish Garden Drive in < .. 

Sun City West 
Admission is $5 at the door; 

For inforpiation, call 584-0136 
_.,_.. -,,~:,:it'''·_-,-r,:•,:·,-•., ,.•.•···••. -.,.,,,,,,,,,;,. , · 
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DOERS PROFILE 
Tanya Griffith 
Yilt.t Bachelor's degree in 

political science and 

journalism from Ohio 

Wesleyan Universily. 

Professional actress. 

Hometown Muncie, Ind. 

Valley home Sun Cily, 6 

years. 

Maruar status Married Lo 

William Griffith, 40 years. 

Self.poa,ait , Intensely loyal, very creative, constantly 

\ frJ.JJJJp. 
, Greatest feat 

Walfle Milty fantau 
Inspiration 

I 

inquisitive. 
Look up. 
Keeping the ideals of my youth. 
To be discovered big time. 
The lives of all the great women who have 
gone ahead and left their legacy to us. 

Good/bad habits I always read books and newspaper columns 

Favorite r oodldrink 
TVproerams 

Books at bedside 

to the end. My bad habit is certainly coffee, 
or driving too fast 
Maryland crab cakes and coffee. 
"Murder, She Wrote" and "60 Minutes." 
"This Incredible Century" by Norman 
Vincent Peale and "Healing and the Mind" 
by Bill Moyers. 

Vacalion $/lot/luxury; A trip on the trans-Siberian railway; a 
Porche. 

Kn to loneevity Looking· ahead. 
Last words I As Susan B. Anthony said, "The woman is 

really free who wants to do what she has to 
do." 

\-
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Artist brings history to SC audiences 
Daily News-Sun staff 

S 
un Cities actress Tanya Griffith has dozens 
of women in her repertoire and, this fall, 
Sun Cities audiences will have an op
portunity to enjoy "visits" with some of 

them. 
Griffith, whose cache of characters include fa. 

mous females from Naomi and Ruth to Maria 
Callas and Susan B. Anthony, mixes humor and 
drama in presenting one-woman _shows revolving 
around the lives and times of her characters. 

Sun City and Valley performances in October 

and November include: 
■ 7 p.m. Oct. 19, Masonic Fellowship Center, 

18810 N. 107th Ave., Sun City. Griffith's show is 
titled " Famous Women" and will feature a look 
at many of her characters. Tickets are $5 and are 
available at the MFC office or by calling 9~2-
1368. 
■ 7 p.m. Oct. 20, El Zaribah Shrine Temple, 

552 N. 40th St., Phoenix. Griffith will again 
present "Famous Women." Tickets are $5 and are 
available at the El Zaribah office or by calling 
265-0630. 

. 
■ 2 p.m. Oct. 30, Lakeview United Methodist 

Church . Griffith will portray Maria Callas, the 
controversial opera singer who had 25 curtain 
calls at her Metropolitan Opera debut. Tickets 
are $5. For information, call 972-2276. 
■ 2 p.m. Nov. 10, Masonic Fellowship Center, 

18810 N. 107th Ave.; Sun City. In a show hosted 
by Chapter 66 of O.E.S, Griffith will star as 
Sacajewea, the Indian princess, translator and 
guide who accompanied the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition in 1805. Tickets are $5. For informa-
tion, call 972-8631 or 972-8580. · 

;.---------------------------------------------------------------



Submitted photos 

Lakeview United Methodist Church will host an Oct. 30 show starring 
Tanya Griffith, shown he re in the role of Maria Callas. 

Tanya Griffith, pictured as Susan B. Anthony, will present shows 
t~roughout the Valley this fall. 
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-rh8 ·~,~;:a;hy ,~f Cices 
of Tanya Qr.!ffi!h , 
By BRI'IT KENNERLY 
Daily News-Sun staff 

F 
rom Susan B. Anthony to 
Queen Victoria, Sun Citian 
Tanya Griffith has portrayed 
women of strength and cour-- , 

age for many years. / 
Known for her ability to shp into a 

character, attired in authentic period 
clothing, the actress is well-known in 
the Sun Cities for her one-woman 
shows. 

Griffith, who has visited the 
Smithsonian Institution to gain 
know ledge of women she portrays, 
seeks characters who are enlight
ening, amusing or historically im
portant, and she begins character de
velopment long before the character 
takes the stage. 

Through extensive research in ar
chives, the actress makes pilgrimages 
to homes where her characters lived, 
to the places where they died and to 

I I '.) 

) l ,I 

f I ., 
: I 

their gravesites. 85375, or to Alice Gimpel, 12419 
This fall, Griffith will perform for LaPaloma Court, Sun City, Ariz., 

many Sun Cities organizations 85351. 
spearheading charitable efforts. Mail-order tickets may be picked up 

Griffith will launch her newest at the door. 
character, "The Unsinkable Molly In a benefit for Big BrothersBig 
Brown," at 1 p.m. Monday in the Bell Sisters, hosted by the organization's 
Recreation Center Social Hall, 99th Sun Cities branch, Griffith will por
A venue and Bell Road, Sun City. tray Susan B. Anthony at 2:30 p.m. 

Proceeds from Griffith's premiere Oct. 25 in Sundial Auditorium, 103rd 
performance as the high-spirited Avenue and Boswell Boulevard, Sun 
Irishwoman will benefit the library. City. 
Tickets are $7.50 and are available at As the pioneer of the women's 
the Sun City Library and at Fairway movement, Griffith will dramatize the 
Library, 10600 Peoria Ave., Sun City. 60 years Anthony spent campaigning 

The Beth Emeth Congregation will for women's right to vote, to own 
present Griffith in dual roles as Biblical property to speak at public meetings 
character Naomi and as Naomi's . and for the abolition of slavery. 
daughter-in-law, Ruth, at 7:30 p.m. Oct. Tickets are $5 and may be pur-
21 in the synagogue. The performance chased at Sundome Cards and Gifts, 
will chronicle the dedication of Ruth to Sun City West, Al Mart in the 
her husband's mother. Greenway Shopping Center, Sun City, 

Tickets are available trom l:I to or by calling 972-3272 or 974-6581. 
11:30 a.m. each Friday through Oct. Queen Victoria, Griffith-style, will 
18 at the . synagogue 13702 W. take the stage at Des_ert Garden 
Meeker :Blvd., •Sun City West. Tickets Church, 18818 N. 128th Ave., Sun 
for "Ruth and Naomi" also are City, at 3 p .m. Nov. 10. 
available by mail. Send checks for $6 .,Griffith'.s portrayal of the life of the 
to Helen Padnick, 13227 Shadow queen of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Hills Drive, Sun City West, Ariz., who was also empress of India, in-

I 

Queen Victoria, a la Tanya Griffith 

eludes a look at the queen's life with 
Prince Albert, her views on govern
ment and her dealings with prime 
ministers including Benjamin Dis
raeli. 

Tickets are $4. For information, call 
584-8832. 



--~----,....- .. _., ...... -

T~nya Griffith - in character. 
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The 169 faces of Tan~ --,~~"";:,·~:>:: .. ____ -,..= 
. -Sun GJtian's many 1-worllan shows: tak~ her to ·st~g_e~·:n\tionWi~e~_~: 
By Julla Jones 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY - Her husband says she's 
always looking for women who are "going 
off the edge." 

But as an actress, she has made a good, 
steady income - enough to be self-sup
porting - for 25 years. 
· And she only ventured into her , life's 
work - portraying famous women in 
one-woman shows - after having been 
caught improving just a bit the book she 
was reviewing. 
· Actress Tanya Griffith, originally from 
Muncie, Ind., and a resident of Sun City 
for about three years, has a portfolio of 
169 characters she portrays in about 200 
perfOTmances a year, all over the United 
States. Her characters range from the 
biblical Ruth and Naomi and history's 
Mary, Queen of Scots, to humorist Erma 
Bombeck, whose column appears daily in 
The Arizona Republic and who happens to 
be Griffith's third cousin. 

"But I started out as a book reviewer 

Her characters range from 
the biblical Ruth and Naomi 
and history's Mary, Queen of 
Scots, to humorist Erma 
Dombeck, whose column 
appears daily in The Arizona 
Republic and who happens to 
be Griffith's third cousin. 

when that was considered an art form," 
said Griffith, 60, recalling the dramatic 
readings she gave. 

It was a little something to do while she 
carried out the regular duties of a young 
Methodist minister's wife. Her husband, 
the Rev. Dr. William Dudley Griffith, is 
senior minister at WillowbrQOk United 
Methodist Church in Sun City. She picked 
up a mentor, who recommended her to 
those who planned such programs, and 
that business prospered, as she read and 
reviewed about 15 books a year. 

See TANYA, Page 3 

Mike Him mes / Staff photograper 
An audience of several hundred at United Church of Sun City watches the• 1 "Queen Mum" (actress Tanya Griffith) as she makes her way to the stage. , 
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"When I was about 30, th.ere 

was big, big trouble,''..Griffith said. 
A woman in the audience con

fronted Griffith with a problem. 
"She said she loved the review, 
weht out and bought that book, 
spent all that money and that 
great story I told wasn't in it," 
Griffith recalled. 
• She changed her act immedi
~tely - "I said I'm reviewing this 
book, but also drawing material · 
from this and this" - and started 
pondering a first-person show. 

· The idea actually took shape 
when she bought a t runk of old 
c!othes at auction. They had be
longed to "Goldbrick Cassie" Chad
w,ick, a woman, Griffith said, who 
in the late 1800s bilked financiers 
along the East Coast and in 
Cleveland, where the Griffiths 
were posted. 
:: "Lots of families prominent in 

the Cleveland area were touched 
innocently by Cassie," she said, 
and the program, incorporating 
morgue and courthouse humor, 
became wildly popular. Griffith 
became something of a local treas
ure, steadily developing new 
personas and adding old clothes to 
her collection so that her dress was 

....... 

authentic to the period of the 
character she was playing. 

Unlike Hal Holbrook's Mark 
Twain characterization, she said, 
she doesn't use putty noses and 
bushy eyebrows. \ 

"And I really don\ look like any 
of these women," she ~aid. 

But endless research and read
ing makes her thoroughly familiar 
with each character, and a sort of 
unwritten script takes form. 

"I have that kind of head," she 
said. "It's in there." And that 
enables her to bring up a complete 
program on any of her 169 charac
ters, or call up, on audience 
request, bits of various ones for a 

I 
program, "The Best of Tanya 
Griffith." 

Although the preparation is all 
hers, she said, she relies on . her 
husband to help polish each char
acterization. "He's a history and 
theater buff," she said, "and I 
constantly rely on his marvelous 
critical eye." 

She does look for that spark of 
something different in developing 
her characterizations, she said. 

O'Keeffe to Addams 
Eleanor . Roosevelt is probably 

row Wilson last year for the 
congressional wives, "Queen 
Mum" for Interfaith Services Aux-

. iliary in Sun City in September, 
and she premiered "Unsinkable 
Still - Molly Brown" as a benefit;_ 

✓ for the Sun City Library on Oct. 7: \ 
If she could be judged on only · 

one presentation, it would be·Jane 
Addams, she said, although Mary 
Todd Lincoln and Florence Night
ingale are also favorites. 

Tanya Griffith Is 
"Queen Mum" In a 
recent 
performance In 
Sun City. The • 
characters she 
portrays come 
fro.m hi.story as 
well as 
contemporary 
times. She calls 
early-20th-century 
American social 
reformer Jane 
Addams one of 
her favorite 
characters. 

Mike Himmes / Staff photographer 

her most popular character, she 
said. "Most people under 35 don't 
know anyone ever hated her." 
(She'll do Eleanor Roosevelt at 
Aunt Pittypat's Pantry in Glen-

dale at 7 p.m. Saturday.) 
And Susan B. Anthony. "People 

have no idea of her sense of 
humor." 

She did Georgia O'Keeffe for the 
Chicago Art Institute, Mrs. Wood-

Flops? 
"I had trouble .at first with Alice 

Roosevelt Longworth," Griffith 
said; "she dabbled in voodoo, and 
that's just not my thing. 

"And Tallulah (Bankhead) was 
just too raunchy for me and the 
audience I work to." 

She's thinking about working up 
a presentation on Arizona's own 
Winnie Ruth Judd, while . she's 
reading up on other characters, 
generally at a rate of about six 
books at a time.. Some of those 
books will become book reviews, 
since she continues to do reviews 
at Willowbrook every Thursday. 

The truth is, she said, "I don't 
know why people go through this 
(solo performing). There's no way 
you can rest your voice or get a cue 
line, and if I ever lose my memory, 

I'll be in big trouble. 
"But I've never even had an 

agent, and I've really been sCl 
fortunate to have this wonderful 
life. . : 

"When we first came out here, 
I'm not sure Willowbrookers knew 
what they were getting for a 
,minister's wife," she said. "I was 
~lways jetting off somewhere." In 
May, for instance, she was off for, 
11 days, giving shows from the. 
East Coast to Nebraska. And thi~ 
month, she'll give six perform-, 
ances in three days in Ohio. , 

She'll be back to present "Ruth 
and Naomi" at Temple Beth 
Emeth, Sun City West, Oct. 21, and 
"Duchess of Windsor" at Sun 
City's Lakeview United Met~odis~ 
Church on Oct. 31. 

The schedule is so packed, ~he 
regularly produces a monthly caF 
endar of bookings, and admits the_ 
current season is her busiest since 
moving to Arizona. . . 

"This can spoil you for ensemble. 
acting," she ~aid. "I don't have to 
share the stage with anybody. 

" But that's not saying I 
wouldn't love a juicy role on 
Broadway, if someone just offered 
it to me." 
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Actress portrays famous ~omen 
By P. ATWOOD WILLIAMS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - The open suitcase sets on 
the southwestern motif bedspread as sun 
pours in through the windows of the par
sonage. 

Next to a brown leather flight jacket, 
Tanya Griffith unpacks a pair of men's 
slacks and short-sleeved blue shirt with 
white scarf and goggles; a Western hat and 
skirt, glass target ball and medal on a 
bright ribbon; a black vintage dress and 
high boots; a fluffy feather hat and peacock 
blue chiffon coat over a floral print dress 
and more. 

Amelia Earhart, Annie Oakley, Mary 
Todd Lincoln, Georgia O'Keefe and the 
Queen Mum have returned from Ohio. 

The suitcase also contained one outfit for 
Tanya Griffith; she had carried Amelia's 
flight jacket onto the plane for her appear
ances before the Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
Ohio State University and others on a four. 
day trip, which included a visit to Chagrin 
Falls, her former home. 

She gave performances Sunday evening, 
Monday, Tuesday morning and evening and 
on Wednesday morning. 

The closets of the Willowbrook United 
: Methodist Church parsonage are "cram-
. med" with outfits for the 112 women the 
wife of the Rev. William Griffith portrays 
professionally in about 200 full-length 

. monologue performances each year. 

. In the next month, she will perform lo

. cally as Pearl Buck, Golda Meir, Irma 
: Bombeck, Annie Oakley and Mrs. Calvin 
Coolidge. Last week after returning from 
Ohio she appeared as Mrs. Jefferson Davis 

. in the American Lutheran Church, where 

. she made her first Northwest Valley ap-

. pearance a year ago after moving to Sun 
City. 

:During a performance of Amelia Earhart 
in 'the area last year, members of the 
audience told her they had participated in 
the air searches for the aviatrix lost with 

her navigator over the South Pacific in 
1937. 

Griffith makes her entrances down the 
aisles of the churches, halls or theaters in 
which she appears. She wears a microphone 
and begins speaking as she walks. As Ver• 
ina Davis she carried a couple of fresh roses 
and set the scene for her persona by recal
ling the roses of the southern cities she had 
known. 

She was dressed in a black hat tied under 
her chin and·a vintage mourning garment, 
trimmed extravagantly in black jet beads 
and suitably elegant for the wife of the late 
president of the Confederacy, Jefferson 
Davis. An hour and 15 minutes later the 
audience learned that in the early years of 
this century, Verina Davis had a full mili
tary funeral, befitting the wife of a head of 
state. 

She researches her characters diligently, 
(her degree from Ohio Wesleyan is in polit
ical science and journalism) and since mov. ; 
ing to Arizona, the actress has begun stud
ies on several potential subjects. 

One is Winnie Ruth Judd, who served a 
lengthy sentence for murder in Arizona and 
now lives in California. 

Another is Isabella Greenway, builder of 
the Arizona Inn in Tucson. Griffith's par
ents lived there in 1928 at the time the 
Greenways turned the building of the inn 
into job opportunities for the unemployed. 

She has also considered the possibility of 
adding a second American Indian to her 

· repertoire, which now includes only Sac
ajawea, who had belonged to many Indian 
tribes. 

"I played her as an older woman, and the 
audience of 700 at my first performance was 
disappointed in her costume, that of a 
midwestern farm woman, so I compromised 
and had a new costume made," she said as 
she displayed a handsome garment remi
niscent of a plains Indian with pale shades 
of turquoise and coral blending with natu
ral muslin fringes. 

To learn about Verina Davis the actress 
went to Richmond, the capital of the Con
federacy; she returned to perform as Varina 
at the dedication of the restored Con
federate White House. From a Davis 
grandson she learned that "Winnie" was 
Verina's pet name. 

" I can't know anything the person didn't 
know in her lifetime," said Griffith. At the 
end of each performance, she steps forward 
and out of character to explain what hap
pened after the subject's death. She also 
answers questions from the audience. . .. 

Following is a list of some of Griffith's 
future performances: · · 
• 3 p.m. Oct. 28: Faith Presbyterian 
Church, 16000 Del Webb Blvd., she will 
portray Nobel and Pulitzer prize writer/ 
humanitarian Pearl Buck. Suggested dona
tion $2. Information: 974-3611. 

• 8 p.m. Oct. 30: Temple Beth Shalom, 
12202 101st Ave., she will portray the late 
Israeli president Golda Meir. Tickets are $5 
~nd are available at the Temple office and 
Madison House. Information: 974-6182 and 
584-7073. 

• 6:30 p.m. Nov. 4: Shepherd of the Hills 
United Methodist Church, 13658 Meeker 
Blvd., Sun City West, she will perform 
"Books of Irma Bambeck." Tickets are $4 . 
Information: 584-2280 . 

• 2 p.m. Nov. 5: Smoot Hall of Lakeview 
United Methodist Church, 10298 Thunder
bird Blvd., she will perform expert mark
sman Annie Oakley. Tickets are $5 and will 
be for sale between Sunday services Oct. 28 
and Nov. 4. Information: 974-4108 . 

• 1 p.m. Dec. 10: Desert Palms Presbyterian 
Church, 13458 Stardust Blvd., Sun City 
West, she will perform Mrs. Calvin Coolidge 
at a "Tea in the White House," which 
includes high tea. Tickets are $6. Informa• 
tion: Bernice J ust at 584-0007. 

D•ily Ntws•Sun photo by Priscill• WilllJms 

UNPACKING COSTUMES - Actress Tanya Griffith un_. 
packs her suitcase from four days of performances in Ohio. 
She unloads costumes for Amelio Earhart, Annie Oakley, 
Georgia O'Keefe, Mary Todd Lincoln and the Queen Mum. 

\ 
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Minis~ · , wifil, ! ' ~\~ _., - · ·,~e 1,a1ahce 
Sun City cleric, 
actr.ess not split 
by differences 

When a woman marries a minister, 
she marries his ministry as well. 

And often, the demands put on 
ministers are also put on their wives. 

Years ago, many ministers' wives 
dedicated themselves to church 
programs to help the less fortunate, 
the homeless, migrant workers and 
abused women and children. 

In some cases, their efforts led to 
the formation of today's government 
programs. 

Today, many ministers' wives live 
a different life. Some pursue careers 
of their own. Others may take liberal 
stances on issues their husbands' 
congregations do not support. 

In coming weeks, the Daily News
Sun will explore the lives of several 
local ministers' -wives. 
By KIMBERLY HICKS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

S 
he's a successful actress who 
embraces strong Democratic 
and feminist beliefs, and has a 
penchant for basketball and fast 

cars. 
Her manicure is embellished by one, 

eye-catching, solid-gold fingernail. 
And for 40 years, Tanya Griffith has 

been a minister's wife. 
"I think the mind set is, 'How can a 

minister's wife be interesting?' " said 
the Rev. William Griffith, who knows 
nothing could -be farther from the 
truth. "I don't think there is such a 
thing as a 'typical minister's wife.' And 
there is no such thing as a typical 
ministerial couple. 

"The Lord caus people with dilrei'
ent gifts and graces and puts them in 
different places to do different jobs." 

Six . years ago, the Griffiths were 
called to Sun City, where William be., 
came senior pastor at Willowbtook"' 
United Methodist Church. 

For Tanya - best known to many as 1 

Eleanor Roosevelt or Golda Meir - the 
move meant relinquishing a successful 
acting career in Cleveland, where she 
earned more money than her husband 
and had a dedicated following dubbed 
"Griffiths' Groupies." 

Tanya admits, she struggled with the , 
move. 

"I wasn't sure I could move away 
from my friends or my career," she 
said. "But we made the adjustment ... 
I'm loyal, I'm not a 'looker-backer."' 

The Griffiths met 43 years ago in 
college. Tanya remembers hearing the 
gossip on campus about a tall transfer 
student named Bill. 

William Griffith admits that he began 
following Tanya around. 

"One of the things I wanted from my 
college years was to meet a woman 
who was smarter than I and who could 
express her own opinion," he said. "I 
found this opinionated, smart woman 
quite easily." · ' 

Their first date was to an on-campus 1 

lecture being given by a preacher. 
"Right away, that first night, I think 

we knew," Tanya said. 
When they married on June 20, 1953, ' 

Tanya became part of her husband's 
ministry. 

"When a woman marries a minister, , 
she becomes 'co-partner,' like it or 
not," William said. "And the people (in -
the church) expect it" . 

"And when that doesn'~ happen " ,q 
Tanya added, "people are shocked." ~ 

Early in the marriage, Tanya said, 1 
she began to strike a balance between 
being involved in the church and de
veloping her career. 

"Lots and lots of ministers' }Vives 
have tried to go into that 'mold' and 
play that traditional role, I admire · 
them for that, but it's not for me. _very 
early on, I began doing what I could 
do," she said. "I would hope I could 
combine the best of the , old with~ the 
best of the new." •. ' .... 

She taught Sunday school for 30 
years and raised three children, all the 
while fostering an acting career that 
often requlres he; to travel. 

William, who said his mother was 
among the first women · to attend col
lege, had learned as a child to fend for 
himself. 

"Bill learned early on that it was OK 
to be responsible in your own home," 
Tanya said. "And he has always had 
good-size churches with lots to do. It's 
not like he doesn't have anything to do 
while I'm away." 

These days, William tries to travel 
with Tanya when he can. Like thou
sands of others, he has growri to love 
her portraiture of famous women in 
history. 

Tanya said she is equally intrigued 
by her husband's sermons - even after 
sitting through thousands of services. 

"I have been listening to Bill preach 
for 40 years and I'm not the least bit 
tired of listening," she said. "And I am 
always amazed at the creativity he ex
hibits." 

While Tanya and William encourage 
one another, which Tanya cites as "a 
big key to the marriage," they do not 
practice their lines on one another. 

She doesn't select bis i::Prmnn tnnlAn _! 

and he doesn't tell her who to portrai 
on stage. •rn 

They share insights, however, Wl-• 

hopes of helping each other do a bettel 
job. 

"Tanya has_ a way of seeing wha 
needs to be'· done for the health an 
needs of the church," William sai~ 
"You don't really have anyone in th 
church who helps the minister see th. 
way programs should be or what thi 
need to be changed." 

Tanya credits William for encoura 
ing her to embark on such a uniqu 
career and for helping out at horn 
especially in her absences. 

"And he constantly reinforces my re
ligious beliefs. I would say, definitely, 
that my husband is my religious men
tor and my teacher." 

She said they have developed a ter
rific balance with each other, which 
has been vital to the relationship. 

He's a Republican who jokes that he 
didn't know a person could be a Dem
ocrat and a Christian until he met 
Tanya. 

She strews her shoes throughout the 
house, while his are neatly lined up in 
the closet. 

He's a morning person. 
She sleeps late. 
He likes a quiet house. 
She never turns the radio off. 
"We are very, very different," said 

Tanya. "But we fell in love. And it's the 
love of God and the teachings of Christ 
that have kept us together." 



. -
'Tanya Griffith and her huspand, Rev. ~illiam 9riffith, 

· .. right, pose in the office of • their ~un 5'.=ity home. 

Rick O'~lla/Dally News-Sun I 
Despite their differences, the Griffiths have enjoyed a ; 
40-year marriage. 1 

~-. . ' : .. • ·. . n ~ t"'l • 

'We are very, very different.1B~ we fell in love. And 
•• ' "", .. i 

ifs the love of God and the teachings of Christ that 
have kept us together.: .. ,l ; . .... t. ·~ .:• • .-

. ·, , "v~, ; . · • i Tanya Griffith . . 
~ .. , -.<. ·, ), ~ • .( ~ " .~ .... 



c..'J 

c..'J 
C/J 
(I) 

•rl °' +'rl 
•rl I 
ri O 
Cl! 0 
i::: ...-1 
0 I 
C/J >< 

:t Artist IOves h&r'patCh,ri,~rk ~xister1oe 
Museum exhibits · · · · 
quiltmaker's work 
STAFF REPORT 

Sheila Groman describes her quilts 
as "original contemporary traditlon
als." · 

This may sound contradictory, she · 
says, "but there is appealing rhythm . 
and symmetry in traditional quilts, 
while contemporary quilts have 
newness and excitement My work 
seems to reflect both areas of quilt
making. Bright, bold color combina-. 
tions and fresh designs are elements 
in my work." 

Groman's love of nature is evident 
in her transformation of.the world's 
beauty into art. Her quilts involve 
daring geometrics and architecture, . 
and lively florals and landscapes, of
ten with rich surface embellishment. 

Her quilts are now the centerpiece 
for an exhibit at the West Valley Art 
Museum. The exhibit runs through 
Jan. 17. 

The museum is located at 17425 N. 
Avenue of the Arts, Surprise. There 
fa an admission charge. For more 
information call 972-0635. · -

. l 

· . Submitted photo 

Sheila Groman shows of one of her colorful quilts~· which are the focal point of a current exhibit at the West 
Valley Art Museum. The exhibit is open to the public through Jan. 1 7 during the museum's regular hours . . 
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Destiny -called 
Walkie talkie inventor 
was ahead of his time 
By JANICE TARLETON 
Staff writer 

If you used a cellular 
phone, pager, cordless 
phone, citizen's band radio 
or garage door opener 
today, you've got Sun Citian 
Al Gross to thank for it. 

And that wristwatch with 
a two-way radio, made fa. 
mous by cartoon character 
Dick Tracy - that was 
Gross' idea too. 

But if you think these 
wireless necessities of the 
nineties are Johnny-come
latelies, think again. 

"If the patents were still 
in force, Bill Gates wouldn't 
be the richest man. I would. 
I guarantee you that," said 
Gross, who at 80 works full 
time as a senior engineer 
for Orbital Sciences Corp. in 
Chandler, makers of satel
lite launch systems. 

"You've seen history here 
today," a smiling Gross said, 
referring to the black, steel 
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two-way radio he built in 
1938 at age 20, in his base
ment workshop in Cleve
land , Ohio. 

Later dubbed a walkie
talkie, it was the forerunner 
of the multi-billion dollar 
wire less communications 
industry now taking the 
world by storm. "I hear 
Saddam ·Hussein even 
co mmunicates by cell 
phone. On Wall Street they 
all have cell phones," he 
remarked. 

It seems Gross, who in the 
1950s tried to sell his cell 
phone and cordless phone 
ideas to AT&T as well as 
beepers to doctors and 
nurses, was a man ahead of 
his time. Unfortunately time 
wasn't on his side - the five 
patents he held for trans
ceivers, oscillators, tuners, 
antennas and fabrication 
methods - were only good 
for 17 years. 

"The marke t wasn't ready 

r • l · ' ~ 
: Sun Citian Al Gross is th . Gregory Hams/Daily News.sun 

1 Gross, 80, · still wor~ : ;~v;ntor of the walkie talkie. 
i systems. r u rme on satellite launch 

------- ----
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for it yet," Gross said simply. 
He sold about 25,000 of the 
pe rsonal radio sets to farmers, 
and a few to the movie in
dustry. "The farmer and his 
wife could talk to each othe r 
without having to run across 
the field," said Gross, who 
sold the first sets unde r the 
bra nd name "Airline " for 
$200, and later for $100 as 
sales vo lum e i n c r e a sed. 
Montgome ry Ward sold the m 
unde r the "Ultraphone" name. 

As for beepers, nurses not 
wanting anything ·"extra" on 
their uniforms nixed the idea 
and doctors, who were afraid 
the device would scare pa
tie nts or interfere with their 
golf games, declined as well. 
"That was the end of the sub
ject," he said. 

But if he had known then 
what he knows now, Gross 
said, he would have been 
more. pers istent 

Though the recognitions, 
awards and offe rs to speak 
a re flowing in r egularly these 
days, it was the part Gross 
p layed during Wor ld Wa r II 
that has brought the most sat
isfact ion. 

The story goes that Presi
d en t F ranklin D. Rooseve lt 
and British Prime Minister 
Wins ton Churchill regula rly 
exchanged information during 
the war , but, d espite the ir 
fri e ndship, FDR was fru st
rated that Churchill seemed to 
have more current, de tailed 
info rmation on ba ttle fie ld 
situa ti ons. So in 1942 he 
summoned William Donova n , 
chief of the Office of Strategic 
Se rvices - fore runner of the 
Central Intellige nce Age ncy -
a nd commiss ioned him to find 
a way to get information fas
ter. 

nnn nv1n. ,.,.., .. 11lin!! :1 b r "<'f 

article h e had read about 
Gross' walkie-talkie in a radio 
magazine, asked the inventor 
to develop a two-way radio 
that the United States could 
use behind enemy lines in 
Europe. 

Gross, commissioned as a 
captain at 23, took an ex
ploratory trip to England, 
where he worked with Wil
liam Casey, future director of 
the CIA Flying in a B-17 
bombe r equipped with radio 
detection equipment, Gross 
determined that no one was 
using frequencies above 180 
MHz, so he would design one 
that would operate in the 250 
MHz band. 

Gross was at the Statler 
Hotel in Washington, D.C. 
when FDR gave blank-check 
approval to the idea. 

The government set up 
operation in a machine shop 
in Youngstown, Ohio, burrow
ing a tunnel to a wood-frame 
house 10 feet away. There 
Gross began work on the 
project code-named Joan/El
eanor. That the name Eleanor, 
the name of FDR's wife , was 
used is said to be coincide nce. 

J oan was the ground unit, a 
hand-held radio with detach
able antenna and small bat
tery pack, and Eleanor was 
the re ce iving equipment lo
cated in the fast, high-flying 
British Mosquito bomber . 

"This is Joa n," Gross said, 
attaching the T-shaped an
tenna and demonstrating how 
agents located in key Eur
opean cities relayed 15 to 20 
minutes worth of information 
to the plane flying 30,000 feet 
above, out of the range of anti, 
aircraft flre - information 
that was relayed to FDR as 
soon as the plane landed. 

The first successful oper-

ation wa s in Holland in 
November 1944. Twelve agents 
were placed in key cities in 
Germany by March of the next 
year and between March and 
April, missions were flown 
almost daily, according to a 
n o w-dee I ass i fie d memo
randum to the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff dated July 6, 1945. "In 
actual ope ration it proved a 
valuable new tool for pene
tration of any desired depth 
into enemy territory," wrote 
Charles Cheston, acting direc
tor ofOSS. 

A 17-minute training film 
purports that potential users 
of the Joan/Eleanor can, "Rub 
shoulders with the enemy one 
day, and rub him out the 
next" 

The project was so secret 
even Harry S. Truman didn't 
know about it until he became 
president upon FDR's death 
in 1945 and ne ithe r did Gen. 
Dwight Eisenhower, com
mander of the Allied forces in 
Europe, until the war ended. 

It was in 1948 that Gross 
received the "blessing of the 
FCC" as he put it - the go
ahead t o start producing 
wireless radios for personal 
use. 

In was that same year, car
toonist Chester Gould, wanting 
to get a look at these walkie 
talkies, vis ited Gross. Gross 
had some thing better to show 
him: a wireless microphone 
implanted in a wristwatch. 

Later that year Gould called 
and asked permission to give 
Dick Tracy the watch. "I told 
him sure," said Gross, who 
still has the first four panels 
that show Tracy using it 

Gross first became inter
ested in wireless commu
n ication when h is parents 
took him on 1 hoa t tr ip from 

Cleveland to Buffalo and a 
kindly radio operator let the 
7-year-old try on the head
phones. 

By age 13, he had put to
gether a radio for his parents 
" so they could hear local 
broadcasts," and a project on 
fib e r optics 
earned him an "A," though he 
is sure the teacher didn't un
d erstand the principle behind 
it 

Devouring math and science 
books, he said, "I knew nearly 
all the math I 
learned in college by my jun
ior year of high school." 

He attended Case School of 
Applied Science, graduating 
in 1939 with a bachelor's de
gree in electrical engineering. 

Today, as senior staff engi
neer, he troubleshoots pote- , 
ntial problems with the 

1 
launching of satellites. His 
latest invention is a device to 
determine the origin and 
whereabouts of lightning. 
Cons idered one of the 
country's fore most experts on 
it, he calls meeting his wife of 
16 years, Ethe l, "one of the 
most electrifying experiences" 
in his life. 

Gross said he has no need 
for retirement or a cell phone. 
"I can go to the office and my 
wife calls me on the phone 

1 

there. Why do I need one?" he 
asked , though he likes to 
compa r e toda y's compact 
phones and beepers with his 
original creations. 

"My fun is talking to people 
who want to hear about the 
old stuff ... what is past is 
prologue," he said. As for the l 
future of wireless, "Oh my 
goodness!" he exclaimed, the 
possibilities are "innumer
able." 
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Shall we dance? 
Lovers of tap s~em straight out of Hollywood musical 

By Julia Jones 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY - There he is, tapping the 
light fantastic, in golf hat, no tie and 

· shades, with the strawberry blonde on his 
arm. 

But wait: She looks more like Lucy than 
Ginger, and he's taller than Fred. 

It's Lu and Elmer Gross, going through 
their paces in rehearsal for the "All New 
Dance Revue" at 2 p.m. Sunday at the Sun 
Bowl, 107th A venue and Clair Drive. The 
performance is intended for recreation 
center members and their guests. 

Participating in the event will be 
members of the Tip Top Dancers of Sun 
City and the Sun City Steppers, as well as 
specialty dancers. 

- At rehearsal Tuesday, those who 
weren't dancing were sitting · in lawn 
chairs in front of the amphitheater, and 
more were on the terraced lawn beyond. 
More than a few, outfitted in silver tap 
shoes and bobby socks, were tapping right 

along with the dancers, some more 
: obviously than others. 

They can't get enough of danc~g, said 
Norma Jean Denny, director of the Sun 
City Steppers. 

As kids back in Iowa, Denny and her 
brothers tapped professionally as The 
Risslers. 

But after the juvenile act retired, gigs 
were few and far between until Norma 
Jean Rissler Denny and her husband, 
James, moved to Sun City about seven 
years ago. 

"I heard they were teaching tap 
dancing, and I signed up," Norma Jean 
Denny said. Not too long after that, she 
said, the teacher quit and she was elected 
director. 

"We have about 26 in the group now," 
said Ruth Gibbs, Steppers president and 
master of ceremonies for the show, "and 
they range in age from 62 to 78 years." 

Gibbs, dressed in coral shorts, pullover 
See SfEPPERS, Page 3 

\ 



· Russell Gates / Staff photographeP 
At left, Olympia Sorkin Imitates Carol Channing. Above, members of a Surf 
City dance group {from left to right) Betty Llden, Ruth Evans and Francis, 
Krowne, rehears~ a number In preparation for Sunday's "All New Dane~ 

, Revue" at the Sun Bowl. - I . - --- - - --- - -- _: 

; STEPPERS ___ F_ro_m _Pa-=-ge----=t 
~and tap shoes, gave her strap of 
.. sleigh bells a practice shake in the 
~-balmy sunlight, and the group 
stepped out smartly to the tune of 

·'.'Jingle Bell Rock." 

··. "We're dancing all the ti.me," 
' Denny said. "We have class on 
.;Tuesdays and Fridays, and then 

we practice on Mondays and 
' Wednesdays, and we're always 
_giving a program somewhere, like · 
, the party at Union Hills Country 
Club 0ast) Monday or the program 

, at the Arizona State Fair. Then 
· most of the girls have tiled floors 
· and mirrors in their garages, and 
, they're practicing there five or six 
~aysa week. 

"And I have over 130 in my 
- beginners class at the Fairway 

- _Recreation Center," although the 

Steppers rehearse in Marinette' 
Recreation Center. 

Denny makes the routines up, 
does choreography and finds the 
music. · ~ 

"I'd never done anythin~ like 
that in my whole life when I took 
the job," she said, laughing. ,,, 

"But it's a lot of fun, Slld 
wonderful exercise," she said. "It's' 
wonderful for the memory, too, 
because we're constantly learning 
all these routines: ' 

Only a few members have
1 

danced onstage before, the director 
said. And that may be the secret. ,f 

"We're serious about what we're 
doing," she said. "We know we're 
not going to Hollywood, but we're 
serious about putting on a good 
show." 
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DOERS PROFILE 

Sara 
Grossman 

Hometown: Milwaukee 

Inspiration: My parents 

GreaJestfeat: Learning to drive a car with
out being afraid. I had a dri
vers license since I was 16, · 
but I was scared to death to 
drive. I didn't drive until I was 
35. 

Philosohpy: Have something to show for 
each day. 

Key to longevity: You have to keep moving and 
keep active. 

Sun Citian 
hooked on 
helping out 
!!JY TINA SCijADE 
Staff writer 

F or years, Sara Grossman of Sun City , 
said one thing again and again. • · ·. , 

"Over, under, pull. Over, under, "· 
pull. Over, under, pull." . · • · , · 

Since 1982, this had been the , mantra for 
the Wisconsin native who taught a class of 25 
visually impaired people how to macrame. 

Grossman not only sat with each student 
repeating the.familiar chant, she guided their ··, 
fingers through the process, helping them to 
create their own crafts. · • , 

But after her students had mastered· the 
skill, they wanted more. 

Grossman delivered. She moved on to the 
challenging task of teaching them to knit · 

And while that class has recently disbanded 
because of declining student health,· Gross
man didn't skip a beat. 

She has already made arrangements to 
teach a similar class to visually impaired 
residents in Wooddale Village .Retirement 
Community in September. 

Grossman puts her nimble fingers to use in 
other ways as well. For more than five years, 
she has patched together small knitted 
squares that have been donated, creating 
blankets for the "Warm Up America" project 

Since 1992, Grossman, and about a half 
dozen other women have assembled nearly 
800 quilts and blankets and distributed them 
to homeless shelters, the New Beginnings 
shelter for abused women and children and 
to the Salvation Arm:v. 

Monday, April 20, 1998 Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Artz. 

Grossman taps Into her characteristic agi
lity to help people poolside, as well. 

. For nearly 15 years, she has been teaching 
"Handicapable'_' classes at the Sundial Rec-
reation Center hi Sun City. , 

Handicapables is a water therapy class that 
helps people with ailments such as arthritis 
or knee problems get a little exercise and, 
hopefully, a little pain relief. 

"These people in the pool are very, very 
grateful ... I like dqing things for people," she 
said. 

Grossman said the class has changed and 
improved a lot over the years. 

Before, many of the students just did a 
little walking. Now they participate in an 
exercise program that concentrates on range 
of motion exercises. 

"They move everything from to the top of 
their heads to the tips of their toes, every 
muscle and joint Is involved," Grossman said. 

Grossman is passionate about exercise 
and likes to climb into the pool on her 
own a couple times a week, despite an 
arthritic condition that leaves her stiff. 

She used to be an avid walker, as well. 
"I used to walk around my house 18 times, 

but my carpet is beginning to show wear," she 
said. 

Now, she hops on her stationary bicycle. 

Grossman Is also a golf fan and a member 
of a computer club. 

To nominate a Doer, C(III Tina Schade at 
the Daily-News Sun, 876-2514. 

..., 
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Hazel S impson Guider was born October 1, 
1906 in Novinger. Missouri to J ohn H . Simpson 
and Ma rgaret J obson S impson. The following 
spring·, J ohn S imps on, following the common 
p racUce of would -be homesteaders. loa ded his 

'family and possessions into a railroad box car, 
a long with hundreds a nd hundreds of white oak 
fence pos ls and h eaded for the tree less 
grassla nds of wes lem Oklahoma, where the re 
were sUll h om estead opportunities. They settled 
n ear May, Oklahoma. some 150 miles west of 
Enid. While "proving up" on the homestead, 
John S impson, being qua lified to teach sch ool. 
beca me the teacher of the n earby country grade 
sch ool and Hazel. when s h e reach ed age 5, 
became one of h is s tudents. 

By the time I laze! finis h ed two years of high 
sc h oo l . s h e a ppliecl t o lhe Co unty 
S uperintende nt of Sch ools for a teaching 
certificate. which was granted . and a t the age of 
16. s he began h e r teaching career. 

l laz.cl hoarded her wages. passed college 
entrance exams at Okla homa A & M .. ean1ed a 

and death notices can b e ac-cesscct tor up lO .:)U uay ,-, c llll" I t>:L.::S -876-2589 01 C lllc.lllC U l v .,, ., .. u.,.:-,::,~~~=~'- " · ~-- .,.. 

Bachelor of Arts Degree in Education . a nd kept 
teaching while ta king courses toward a Maste rs 
Degree in Education! S he n ever missed a year of 
teaching in Oklahoma for a total of 21 years. 
until 1943, wh en s he applied _for and got the job 
of leaching· junior high English in Anchorage, 
Alaska ! Before the year was out, the grade 
school principal r esigned a nd Hazel applied to 
fill the vacancy. 

When summer vacation time came, Oklahoma 
was too far away so Hazel got a job cooking in a 
railroa d hote l in Curry, Alaska. One rtight s h e 
was awakened by a loud "ruckus" in the kitch en 
and slipped down the stairs to see a big black 
b ear trying to exit a window with a frozen 
quarter of 6eef s h e had put on a table to be cut 
up the following morrting. The bear ha d it 
c rossways in his mouth and it b locked his 
escape through the window. He refused to drop 
it, and was s till struggling when the local sh e riff, 
who h ad a room in the hotel , took care of the 
s ituation with his hunting rifle. 

The next s ummer I laze] got a job at the Post 
Exchange at a n earby Army Air Base where s h e 
met ancf fell in love with Lieutenant Colonel Fred 
Guider. They were married in May of 1945 and 
when h e was la ter transferred to Honolulu . 
Hawaii, she discovered a teaching shortage a nd 
immed iately extended h er teach ing career in yet 
another state . 

When Fred was finally mus tered out of the 
ser v ice, they let his s kills in fin a n ce 
managem ent move them a round the west and 
southwest United Stales for several years. 

Fred's h ealth b egan lo fail, so in 1960 they 
moved to Greybull, Wyoming to care for Hazel's 
Aunt Evelyn, who had a large two-story hom e. 
which Hazel later inherited when h e r aunt 
passed away. 

In th e meantime, H aze l found a 
school- teaching job in the n eighbo ring town of 
Cowley, Wyoming. She , with her a dminis trative 
ta lents, was s oon discovered by the Stale 
S uperintendent of Sch ools and was offe red U1e 
job o f Assis ta nt. S uperinte ndent for Rura l 
Schools of Wyoming. This m eant traveling the 
back roa ds and mounta in passes in all kinds of 
weather , whic h Hazel d id bravely. 

However. the harsh Wyoming wi n ters fina lly 

forced Fred and Hazel to consider a milde r 
climate and in 1970 they found their way lo Sun 
City, Artzona. There were no schools in the 
senior c itizens community of Sun City - but -
within two years Hazel b ecam e affiliated wi~ .~ e 
local library and h elped re locate it from Fanv1ew 
Center lo Lakeview Center. 

When Hazel became involved in talk of a new 
library to be located on Bell and 99th Avenue in 
1973 she volunteered her knowledge and 
experience in p lanning and building design, 
while still working as a volunteer at ilie 
Lakeview Center. She served as Chairpe rs on of 
the "Friends of the Sun City Library" from 1975 
to 1976 when a massive stroke suddenly took 
Fred a~ay. This brought on a brief period of 
readjustm ent for this 70 year old wido~. ~ut by 
1978 s h e was again- deeply involved 111 library 
matters and in October of 1978, Hazel was 
elected lo the Bell Library Board of Directors. 
She served two 2 -year terms as President of the 
Board, unlil 1983 when sh e slepped back lo 
s imple volunteer s tatu s. 

For the next 16 years Hazel served ~~ 
Wednesday morning ·"Reference Volunteer , 
researching the hard questions of ~l who cam e 
by or called in. This brought h er Library career 
all the way to 1999, when s h e reached the age of 
93, and declining health finally forced h er . to 
s tep a s ide ... but Hazel still kept in Lou ch with 
her b e loved Library and e n cou raged the 
volunteer s lo carry on. 

In 2003 il was r evealed tha t Hazel Guider h ad 
been the "secret s ponsor" of the Annual Library 
Volunteers Break.fas t for a p eriod of 8 years. 
Health problems p ersisted and less than a year 
later, at age of 97, her busy hands, b eautiful 
mind and generous h eart were finally la id to rest 
on February 16, 2004. . 

Graveside service was h eld a t 10:00 A.M. on . 
Wednesday February 18, 2004 at Su~and~A. 
Memorial Pa rk Cem etery_ in Sun C~ty. Arizona :Jr:j 
with offic ia nt Reverend Rich ard Adair. : · ·. 

Mem oria l m ay b e made lo the Sun C ity 
Library, 168 28 N. 99th Avenue. Sun Ci ty. 
Arizon a 8535 1. 

Visit this person's Guest Book 
at www.dailynews-sun.com. 
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Connie Steele Young 

Library 
fete opens 
sans aide · w hen other folks who 

love the Sun City 
Library gathered at 
9:30 a.m. Saturday to 

celebrate the library's 30th 
anniversary, long time library 
volunteer Hazel couldn't be 
with them. 

Guider had to first fulfill her 
stint with the Sun Health 
Telephone Reassurance Pro
gram at Walter 0 . Boswell 
Memorial Hospital. 

''I'll be there as soon as I 
can," Guider said Wednesday. 

She has helped direct the 
library as president of the 

. board in two 3-year terms. 
Despite her commitment to 

the library, Guider wouldn't 
give up her date at Boswell. 
Even for the library's 30th 
anniversary celebration. · 

Saturdays starting at 6:30, 
Guider made telephone checks 
on some 160 neighbors or 
friends. 

"They either call in or we 
call them," Guider said. 

She and another Sun Health 
volunteer call regularly and 
don't complete their list of 
more than 300 people before 
midmorning. 

Guider's an example of the 
driving force behind many op
portunities available to Sun 
Citians. As so many, she hasn't 

· used retirement and a full past 
· life as an excuse to just sit or 

play. . 
And her continuing efforts 

. ~- benefit her community. 
- Besides being a Sun Health 
volunteer, Guider for years has 
been a volunteer reference lib
rarian with the Sun City Li
brary. 

Among the requests th at she 
fields, "I don't think there is a 
common request," she said, 
laughing. 

.I 

. . I 

Although the library is well 
equipped to meet patrons' in
terest in investments, health 
and medicine, and estate 
planning, the library offers a 
good range of other informa
tion , said Charles Youngman, 
executive librarian. 

"T believe a lot of our ques
tions come from an argument 
around the bridge table,., she 
said. "This morning I was 
asked, ·What is the bi1th date 
of ;\lary Magdalen?'" 

She said a lot of people will 
come in recalling two or three 
lines from a poem and want to 
know the title and author. 
. Sometimes other patrons get 
mto the act of satisfying pa
trons' need to know. 

"Patrons are most gracious," 
·she said. "They're often 
knowledgeable. They'll o ver
hear a question and turn 
around and ask: 'Oh, may I 
help? I think I can."' 

Guider began with the Sun 
City !,ibrary in 1971, the year 
the library became established 
as a non-profit organization 
under Arizona law. With the 
help of 1\:faricopa County Li
brary which in 1962 loaned 
2,500 books to launch a lend
ing service in Town Hall Cen
~er. The center late1· changed 
its name to Fairway. 

She was also one of those on 
hand when the library moved 
from Fairway to Lakeview 
Recreation Center. And again 
when the library moved to its 
pr~sent location in Bell Recre
at10n Center, 16820 99th Ave. 

She told the story Wednes-1 
:lay of how it took a bit of 
p1·essure to convince Del Webb 
that Sun Citians wanted more 

See Did, C5 
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·than golf courses and swimming 

1 pools. 
Before he died in 1974, a con-

vi·nced Webb set plans in motion 
· for. a permanent library library 
•, to "be constructed in the soon-to
. be built Bell Recreation Center, 
, ·Guider said. 

Finding the manpower to 
shoulder trays of books from the 

· :basement of Lakeview to a truck 
· and onto shelves in the Bell 
: lforary was no easy task, Guider 
·.1'ecalled. Some 15,000 books had 
• to be moved. Today it would 
'mean 92,000 books. 

-- •"A lot of people came and 
-helped for half a day," she said . 
'./fti took several days and the 

. fo•creation board did their share 
:of helping." 

OVER 



Hazel Guider 

~ Bachelor's degree, 

Oklahoma A and M. 

Master's coursework 

in Hawaii. 

Hometown ; Lavern, Okla. 

Marital s(alus: Widowed. 

Yallev Home: Sun City 1971; 
Peoria (Westbrook Village) 1983. 

Self-portrait.· Curious, I've 

always wanted to sec what's 

across the next fence. 

Motto: 
Greatest feat: 

Waller Milty r antasy: 

Inspirations: 
Good/bad habits: 

Favorite food/drink: 
TY prouams: 

Books at bet/side: 
Vacation wot/luxury : 

Key to Ionuvity: 
Last words: 

Never say can't; never stop building. 
Learning to roll with the punches in life. 
To keep one step ahead of the old rocking 
chair. 
Books and my parents. 
Exercise regularly//Should be more outgoing. 
Fruit//Water. 
"Jeopardy" 
Current books, not bestsellers. 
Glacier National Park//Anything that makes 
life easier. 
A good mind. 
Set goals and set them high. 



;,if-..,. ,, 
.; 

~ 
i 
0 
C ::, .,, 
c ::, 

i z 
~ 

8 ., 
g: ... 
..; 
c-. 

t 
- ~ 
'0 

c.'.) 

(/J 
(l) 
•rl 
+' 
•rl 
rl 

~ 
0 
(/J 

1--t 
(l) 

p.. 

I 

~ 

.. 
e 
C 

I 

-

Of 
note . _, 

Symphony_ 
p~y~_- tribute J 

to··:contributor 
~~~. ~ ~ 
,• • {£" ,..,. 

By BRUCE ELLISON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

I H elene· Gumina, who says she. 
\ · didn't know anything about 

classical music when she 
moved to the Sun Cities 22 

)

. years ago, on Sunday was made an 
honorary trustee .of the Sun Cities 
Symphony Orc~estra As~oc~ation. 

The award, presented a~ the 
'\ Sundome Center for the Performimg 

Arts before Sunday's concert, caught 
Gumina by surprise. 

"I'm overwhelmed," Gumina said as 

\ 
she accepted a framed certificate and 
pendant from Symphony Association 
President Joe Schoggen . . 

"I don't know what to say. 
"I have so many wonderful friends in 

the syiztphony and I love them all," was 
all she said. 

Gumina and her husband Theodore, 
who was in the stock brokerage busi
ness in Minnesota and is now de
ceased, have been regular contributors 
of large sums to support the orchestra, 
something which Schoggen noted in his 
citation, which was printed · in the 
program. 

He also pointed out that the sym-

•·· :, 

phony board had to change the bylaws 
to honor Gumina. 

"Since the .orchestra was founded 31 
years ago, the bylaws have said that 
only the original directors would be
come honorary_ trustees," Schoggen 
told the crowd of about 3,000 people. 

"No one has since. been so desig
nated, but once in a great while the 
contributions of an individual are so 
significant that something extra is 
needed" to recognize them. 

( 

"The bylaws have been changed," he 
said, to allow the board to honor 
Gumina whom he called "a very ex-

ceptional person and a true fJ'.iend of 
the symphony." .. , " ._ ~. ,~_ 

Gumina ai;o was given a ·sinall silver 
pendant with the words honorary trus
tee, "because. it;s hard to carry a"round 
a plaque with you," Schogge~ said. , 

Gumina is a familiar sight at sym
phony concerts and related events, and 
carries on similar work for an~ makes 
similar contributions to the Sun Cities 
Chamber Music Society where she of
ten helps out as an usher at concerts. 

"I learned all about this (classical 
music) after Ted and I moved here, 
and I guess I just keep going at it," she 
said at intermission Sunday. as .she 
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'' Helene Gumina 

·:· 1;· congra tulated 
by Joe 
Sch<1ggen, 
president of Sun 
Cities Symphony 
Orchestra 
Association, 
during~- · 
reception in 
Gumina's honor 
at West Valley 
Art Museum. 

· showed the pendant to well-wishers . . 
The couple in 1988 endowed the as

sociate concertmaster chair of the 
symphony, contributing $25,000 to the 
endowment fund. They made the gift to 
' honor their friend, Ted · Dziubek, the 
, man who introduced the couple to 
classical music and.to the orchestra. · 

In 1996, Helene Gumina established 
a $100,000 charitable remainder trust 
for the symphony. She sponsored con
certs for three years, donated the 
hand-made conductor's podium, and 
this year contributed a $10,000 match
ing grant to the endowment fund and 
$5,000 to" .'underwrite in part the sym
_phony's fund-raising gala. 

··.: .· _._ .. 
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Surw City woman adds $100,000 
to symphony endowment fund 
Staff report 

SUN CITY - A gift of $100,000 
from resident Helene Gumina has 
pushed the Endowment Fund of the 
Sun Cities Symphony Orchestra to 
more than $400,000. 

Mrs. Gumina's gift, in the form of a 
charitable remainder trust, was an
nounced Wednesday at a "Luncheon 
with the Maestro" . for orchestra 

' board members and supporters. 
Helene Gumina and her husband, 

Ted, who died in 1992, moved to Sun 
City some 20 years ago from Brook
field, Wis., and were early sup
porters of the symphony and of other 
area cultural events. The couple 
earlier endowed the· Associate Con
certmaster Chair of the Sun Cities 
Symphony in honor of Ted Dziubek. 

The orchestra's endowment fund 
was established to support the con
tinuing viability and success of the 
Sun Cities Symphony. It has received 
gifts in amounts -ranging from a few 

thousand dollars to the gift made 
this week by Mrs. Gumina. 

Several principal chairs in the or
chestra already have been endowed, 
with 13 chairs . remaining. The 
minimum gift for endowing a prin
cipal chair is $25,000, said Dee 
Hjermstad, president of the Sun 
Cities Symphony Orchestra Associ
ation, the orchestra's fund-raising 
arm. 

During the luncheon, held at the 
Union Hills County Club, other con
tributors to the orchestra (membe rs 
of its Stradivarius Society), and cor
porate and individual sponsors of 
concerts during the just-completed 
1995-96 season, were honored. 

Music director J ames Yestadt 
spoke briefly, and concertmaster 
Frank Spinosa and pianist Toni
Marie Montgomery provided a mu
sical interlude for the event. 

Information on e ndowment gifts is 
available from the symphony society 
office at 972-4484. 

Daily News-Sun 
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Dee Hjermstad, left, and James Yestadt, conductor for the Sun Cities 
Symphony, thank Helene Gumina for her donation of $100,000 to the 
association's endowment fund ,. 
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