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Meet author of Sun City 
photo history book 

at reception this afternoon 
STAFF REPORT 

It's not often that a reporter's on-the-Job photos 
turn up in a book. but former Sun City reporter/ 
editor Bret McKeand has written a small format 
picture histozy· book for the Sun Cities Area His­
torical Society. . 

McKeand will talk about the book and sign cop­
ies from ~ to 5 p.m. today at a wtne and cheese 
reception in the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum at 
10801 W. Oakmont Ave. 

The book is the latest addition to Arcadia Pub­
lishing's popular "Images of America" series, and is 
their first of a retirement community. 

It has a sepia tone cover, like the others in the 
series, and includes more than 200 historic photo­
graphs. The soft-covered book illustrates the pre­
Sun City area. the building of Sun City, and contin­
ues through events of the recent 50th Anniversary 
year. 

"Many of the photos in the book haven't been 
seen in years, and they reflect the Joy and excite­
ment felt by those who built the community and of 
those early residents responsible for its success," 
said Bill Pearson, president of the SCARS Board of 
Trustees, of which McKeand is a member. 

The book sells for $21.99, and all author royal­
ties benefit the Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
located in the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum, one 
of the city's first five model homes. The museum 

\

ls open 1-4 p .m . weekdays, and preserves and dis­
plays the history of Sun City and Sun City West 

Speakers are available and tours may be sched­
uled when the museum is open or not open. For 

~ formation, call 623-974-2568. 
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ot a tip? Contact News Editor 

Rusty Bradshaw at 
rbradshaw@newszap.com 

Sun Cities lose key player 
Meade remembered as 

nurturer, family man 
By Rusty Bradshaw 

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

A long-time fixture in the 
real estate industry in the 
West Valley was remembered 
as a key player in Sun City's 
development following the 
community's 1960 opening. 

Ken Meade, a successful 
Realtor and dedicated civ­
ic leader, died of respiratory 
failure, chronic kidney dis­
ease and conjunctive heart 
failure May 5. He was 91 

In addition to his work as 
a salesman, Mr. Meade was 
also remembered as a civic 
leader, patriot and devoted 
family man. 

"He was very committed 

to his family," Steve Meade, 
his son, said. "He loved our 
mother immensely." 

The family often had a rou­
tine during the children's 
younger years, according to 
the younger Mr. Meade. 

"We would play volleyball 
or badminton," he said. "We 
had that routine especially 
on Sundays. I remember a 
lot of family dinners." 

Born in Brooklyn, New 
York Nov. 26, 1925, the el­
der Mr. Meade, the oldest of 
three children, ~njoyed base­
ball and music, often playing 
drums in local bands. He left 
high school and enlisted in 

» See Meade on page 8 KeaMeade 
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Meade estate company in the Sun estate company until 1999, ' ... 
» Frompage2 Cities at the time ofits acqui- when his wife suffered a debil-

sition by Coldwell Banker in itating stroke. His family de-
the U.S. Navy after the Dec. 7, 2014. For more than three de- votion showed again when he 
1941 Japanese attack on Pearl cades, his company played a decided to retire and spend 
Harbor, serving until the end major role in shaping the way his time caring for her in her 
of the war in 1945 when he re- the Sun Cities matured and remaining eight years before 
turned to New York to com- evolved as retirement com- her Jan. 1, 2007 death. 
plet.e his education. munities. "He was not resentful (of 

"He was proud to serve his "Del Webb set up a great caring for her," Steve said. 
country," St.eve said. model, but at that time, since "He threw himself into it 

He met Alice Steinman in it was difficult at the start to fully.'' 
1951 and rrunTied her one year anticipate all the changes Ken's last years were spent 
later. The couple had three over the years, there were a reacting and supporting nu-
children - daught.ers Janet lot of decisions to be made," merous social causes. 
and Patricia joined St.e,·e. His SteYe said. "Dad felt good "His civic work in the com-
family devotion showed agcin about those things he got in- muni~· was done later in life, 
when, in 1958, he moved the rnlved in. He enjoyed that." after we were grown," Steve 
family to Arizona hoping to Serving on the boards of said. "We did not miss out on 
improve Steve's severe ecze- numerous charitable and ciY- time with him." 
ma. The move did the trick, ic organizations, Ken used Steve worked with his fa-
and was fortunat.e for Ken in his influence to help the Sun ther at the real estate com-
other ways. City area successfully tack- pany. One of Steve's sisters 

A course on public speak- le a wide Yariety of import- also helped \\~th financial au-
ing sparked a long career in ant issues. dits for the company and his 
sales, first as the sales direc- "I had quit.e a few dealings other sister did some infor-

E tor for Arizona Land Com- with Ken when I was presi- mation teclmology work for 
pany and later as the sales dent of PORA," Sun City res- it as well. n 
manager of Legend City, a ident Larry Woods stated in "Dad was from the gener- w 
large amusement park that an email. "He was always a ation that taught him to try 
was constructed in Phoenix big supporter of PORA and to be a good provider," St.eve I 
in the 1960s. Ken also sold of Sun City West." said. "He always gave us a I 
printing for almost 10 years. Mr. Woods added that each safety net to learn and grow, »I I 

He joined the Del Webb time he and Mr. Meade talk- and always supported us in al I 
·Corporation in 1974 and be- ed he want.ea to know how he all ow· endeavors." e1 I 
came one ofits leading sales could help get more int.erest Rusty Bradshaw can be m I 
associat.es. in PORA because he believed reached at 623-44S-27'Zo or w 

He founded Ken Meade Re- a strong PORA was critical to rbradsbaw@newszap.com. tv Continue the discussion at www. 
alty in October 1983 and built the future of Sun City West. yourwestvalley.com. ta 
it to what was the largest real Ken worked at the real 

• 
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Bingo guru 
Frank MIiier 
gets a hug from 
friend Beatrice 
Pedersen of 
Peoria during 
his 100th 
birthday 
celebration at 
Sundial 
Recreation 
Center. MIiier 
started the 

- bingo club In 
Sun City In 1973 
and has been 
playing every 
week since. 

Century 111arker 
Godfather of Sun City bingo reaches 100 

By Jeffry Nelson 
Special to Community 

Sun City 

T he godfather of bingo in this northwest Valley 
retirement community has turned 100 years old. 

Frank Miller, a Sun City resident for 32 years, 
helped organize the first bingo games in Sun City in 1973. 

The games were sponsored by the Sundial Men's Club, of 
which Miller was a member. 

He would show up hours before the first letters and 
numbers were called to set up chairs and distribute bingo 
cards at the Sundial Recreation Center. 

These days, he lets others do the heavy work. He just 
shows up, bingo marker in hand, ready to play. 

In the 1970s, as many as 1,200 people would show up to 
play the popular board game, club members say. 

These days, with churches and other organizations 
sponsoring bingo games, about 400 show up. 

Miller says the game and the women he meets at the bingo 
hall keep him young. 

He said his wife, Helen, doesn't feel a need to accompany 
him to the bingo games for that very reason. 

"She says I have enough girlfriends without her," Miller 
joked. I 

Miller, whose first job was working in a coal mine at the 
age of 8, also credits hard work for his longevity. He still can 
be found clipping shrubs and trees in Sun City. 

John Kroll, a member of the first board of directors of the 
men's clu9, said many don'.t realize how the bingo games 
that Miller helped start have benefited the a rea. 

Profits from the bingo games go to more than a dozen 
See BINGO, Page 3 
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Century 111arker 
Godfather of Sun City bingo reaches 100 

By Jeffry Nelson 
Special to Community 

Sun City 

These days, with churches and other organizations 
sponsoring bingo games, about 400 show up. 

T he godfather of bingo in this northwest Valley 
retirement community has turned 100 years old. 

Frank Miller, a Sun City resident for 32 years, 
helped organize the first bingo games in Sun City in 1973. 

Miller says the game and the women he meets at the bingo 
hall keep him young. 

He said his wife, Helen, doesn't feel a need to accompany 
him to the bingo games for that very reason. 

"She says I have enough girlfriends without her," Miller 
joked. I The games were sponsored by the Sundial Men's Club, of 

which Miller was a member. 
He would show up hours before the first letters and 

numbers were called to set up chairs and distribute bingo 
cards at the Sundial Recreation Center. 

Miller, whose first job was working in a coal mine at the 
age of 8, also credits hard work for his longevity. He still can 
be found clipping shrubs and trees in Sun City. 

These days, he lets others do the heavy work. He just 
shows up, bingo marker in hand, ready to play. 

John Kroll, a member of the first board of directors of the 
men's clu~, said many don't realize how the bingo games 
that Miller helped start have benefited the area. 

In the 1970s, as many as 1,200 people would show up to 
play the popular board game, club members say. 

Profits from the bingo games go to more than a dozen 
See BINGO, Page 3 
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MAY 7-13, 1997 - SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT 

SWEET REW-ARDS 
Del Webb names Sun Citian volunteer of the year 
By JULIA DE SIMONE 
Independent Newspapers 

There·s no doubt the sugar and 
spice of the Peo ria Unified 
School District is called ··sweet 
Jean." 

Since 1980, the woman with 
the snow-colored hair has made 
life a little sweeter for Valley 
children and adults. 

Mary "Jean" Miller truces pride 
in a handmade sign that reads 
"My mom is Peoria Sc hool 
District's Volunteer of the Year." 

Last month, the Sun City resi­
dent was the recipie nt of De l 
Webb Corp. 's "Volunteering is 
Priceless'· award. In addition. she 
received a clock. 

The '.!5-year veteran of educa­
tion currently volunteers four 
days a week at Peoria's Cheyenne 
and Santa Fe elementary schools 
and the district office, tutoring 
more than 200 children since she 
started . 

"I feel if I can reach one child 
then I have accomplished some­
thing." she says. 

Gloria Warnick, Peoria school 
district coordinator of the volun­
teer program. says it wasn't tough 
selecting Ms. Miller as the award 
winner. 

"When she walks on campus 

\ 

My Mom is Peoria Sdm ~smct Volunteer of the Year 

Photo by JULIA D:: SIMONE/Independent Newspapers 

Del Webb honors 'Sweet Jean' 
Sun Citian Mary 'Jean· Miller rec~ived Del Webb Corp.'s "Volunteering is 
Priceless" award last month. She has tutored more than 200 students in the 
Peoria school district. 

everyone calls her 'Sweet Jean:•· 
she says. ''She ·s always enthusias­
tic. She is extremely rel iable. She 
loves going to the schools to help 
students and the kids just love her." 

And so do the adults. 
"All the teachers sit together (dur­

ing lunch )," Ms. Miller says. 
"They' re such nice kids. They even 
invited me to go to a hockey game. 
Imagine me, an old lady at a hockey 
game!" 

In fact, the retired teacher says it 

wasn ·1 the kids who first dubbed her 
·•s weet Jean ."' I t was one of the 
school educators. 

··she said I reminded her of her 
grandmother:· she says. 

In 199 1. h owever. Ms. Miller 
al most lost herself to depression 
while dealing with her husband's 
death. 

At the urging of her family. she 
moved closer to them and continued 
volunteering. 

··1 can ' t stay home.'' s he says. 

" I' m fulfilling my needs (as a vol­
unteer) as well a, their (students') 
needs .... To me it 's rewarding. 
The little bit I give is so appreci­
ated." 

He r vol unteer efforts have 
ranged from work at the Pappas 
Elementary School for Homeless 
Children to St. Joseph 's Hospital, 
where she dressed as a real-life 
Raggedy Ann and read books to 
children. 

Although the school environ­
ment has changed s ince Ms. 
Miller last taught, many of her 
techniques have remained intact. 

"You have to be honest with 
chi ldren - they respect you for 
that," she says. ·•1 always valued 
my children·s opinions because 
they te l l it as it is. a nd they 
respond to you if you're willing to 
help.'' 

Ms. Miller says it 's also impor­
tant people don ' t judge students, 
but understand them and their sit­
uations. 

•·1 think yo u have to ha ve a 
feeling for the kids and put your­
self in their place for awhile." she 
says. 

Ms. Miller says she'll continue 
volunteering "as long as I'm able 
and until my son says I can' t drive 
anymore and then I'll crawl in a 
hole.'· 



Sun Citian p'ortrays Francis S~ott Key in classrooms 
By Marie Scotti ~ 

Roland Miller, a Sun City re- i. 
sident serves on the Board of the 
Freedoms Foundation at Valley 
Forge, Phoenix Area Chapter and 
brings "Living History" programs 
to the classrooms of Maricopa 
County. He is a volunteer actor 
who portrays-in cos-
tume-Francis Scott Key. 

These programs are presented 
free-of-charge to schools and are 
available to adult groups for a 
donation to the scholarship fund 
of the Chapter. 

Miller said, "After several 
years of disillusionment with 
inaccurate and misleading history 
teaching in the schools, I found 
that the Freedoms Foundation 
was an organization emphasizing 
historical ·correctness and patrio­
tism in schools and country. As 
a 20-year volunteer for Record­
ing for the Blind, I became agi­
tated by the increased tendency 
to wate r down textbooks on 
American history in deference to 
P?litical correctness and apolo­
gies. 

"Portraying historical charac­
ters based on their actual writings 
and accompanied by eyewitness 
accounts is one way to dramatize 
real events to school children and . 
other groups of people. The sto­
ry of the Star Spangled Banner 
as told by Francis Scott Key is 
one such program I perform." 
The script was written by Barba-
ra Dienes, a former president of 
the Phoenix Chapter, Freedoms 
Foundation. 

Francis Scott Key, was born _in 
1789, and came from a wealthy 
family. He became a prominent 
lawyer and by 1814, he had ap­
peared many times before the 
Supreme Court and was appoint­
ed U.S. District Attorney for 
Washington, D. C. 

Key was a deeply religious 
man. At one time in his life he 
almost gave up law practice to 
enter the ministry. 

Roland Miller, a 
member of the 

Freedoms 
Foundation, 

Phoenix Area 
Chapter, portrays 
Francis Scott Key 
In costume In the 

classrooms of 
Maricopa County. 

by Congress in 193 I to be the 
national anthem. 

The ori~ flag flown at Fort 
McHenry-dit inspired "The Star 
Spangled Banner'' is now on 
display at ~ Smithsonian r nsti­
tute in Wruirungton, D. C. 

Roland Miller participates in 
other Freedoms Foundation pro­
grams. He does the Declaration 
of Independence and the Consti­
tution through the eyes of James 
Wilson who signed both. 

Miller recently performed as 

Because of his religious con­
victions Key was strongly op­
posed to'the War of 1812, y~t his 
love of his country drove him to 
join up and serve during the war. 

In the.midst of the war, Key 
was sent to help release a "'.lP­
tured New England do~t_or w~o 
was being held on a Bnt1sh ~hi_p 
off the coast of Baltimore, Miller 
said. 

Francis Scott Key on Flag Day at 
the Litchfield Park Library. 

Miller has a 8. A. degree in 
radio and television production 
from the University of Missouri 
at Kansas City. He has lived in 
Arizona since 1958 and has lived 
in Sun City since 1997. He has 
worked for the Boy Scouts of 
America as professional and vol­
unteer, Salt River Project in com­
munity relations department, in­
surance sales and auditor for var-
ious insurance companies. 

Key successfully negotiated the 
release but he got stuck on the ' .. 
water and watched as the Bnt1sh 
fleet bombarded Fort McHenry 
for 25 straight hours. 

When daylight broke and Key 
still saw the fort's flag through 
the gunpowder smoke, he began 

·. writing a poem on the back of an 
envelope, Miller said. 

That poem was eventually put 
to music called "The Star Span­
gled B~ner" and commissioned 
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l Freedom focus 
Her efforts bring 

I • 

classroom history 
lessons to life 
By JANICE TARLETON· 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Betty Mills doesn't like to talk 
much about herself, but ask her a 
question about the Freedoms Foun­
dation at Valley Forge and you're 
likely to get an earful. 

Since she joined the non-profit 
.' group four years ago, it has become 
- the passion of this Sun City woman's 

life. The Phoenix Area Chapter of 
the Freedoms Foundation, one of 29 
in the country, presents free pro­
grams on historical events and peo­
ple to school children, and for a 
nominal charge, to adults. 
, "I don't know why I'm doing this 

(interview) except that this means so 
.,. much to me,'' said Mills, past presi­
. dent of the group and currently a 
team leader. "This is a good country 
and we need to watch over it. We try 

. to teach children how fragile liberty 
is - that 38 percent of the people 

- can vote and speak for the rest of us 
· is criminal" 

' Mills, a mother of four, has been 
· involved in volunteer pursuits 

throughout her life. 
"We try to get the young people to 

think about what freedom is; to rec­
ognize the word demi-god and to 
think, 'Could it happen again?' We 
.want to stimulate these kids to 
think," she said, pounding her tem­
ples for emphasis. 
. It's a mission Mills shares with 
husband, Ray, who, as Uncle Sam, 
teaches the meaning behind the 
American flag and proper treatment 
ofit 

The couple met in Chicago where 
Betty grew up. They are parents to 
two boys and two girls. Ray vol­
unteered his spare time as a Boy 
Scout leader, seeing both sons even­
tually achieve Eagle Scout Betty got 
involved in several school-related 
organizations looking out for the in­
terests of all children. "My motto was 
'If it's good for everyone else, it will 
be good for my kid, too,'" she said. 

As the "picture lady," she would 
,-h..,,-1r nnt :n1:wnrk from local Ii-

tneet your 
neighbor 

braries, research the artist and the 
work, then give presentations to 1 

students. . I 
Guiding the conversation back to 

the Freedom Foundation, Mills 
points out that the concept is much 
the same except the Foundation 
takes it even further by having actors 
dress up and present history from a 
first-person point of view. 

"Our mission is to teach American 
history to youngsters in a way that 
gives them a better understanding of 
their heritage and the core values of 
the Founding Fathers. It's a palat­
able form of learning. They'll never 
forget Uncle Sam (her husband) 
coming to their classroom/' she said. 

Mills, who moved to Sun City eight 
years ago, first saw a presentation 
four years ago at a meeting of the 
Sun City Genealogy Society. Vern 
Stout gave a talk on the Declaration 
of Independence from the per­
spective of Dr. James Wilson; a Scot 
and a 'signer of the document 

Spurred on by the stories she read 
about the · signers of the Declaration 
and the loss of life, loved ones and 
property they suffered, Mills vol­
unteered right away. "I told them 'I 
can stuff envelopes or whatever you 
need,' " she said. 

Since starting with one program 
six years ago, the offerings . have 
grown to include 18 presentations 
covering people and ev~ts t'rom the 
American Revolution to World War 
II. 

"Since I was in school, there's 
been 50 years of additional history, 
but the school day and the school 
year have not changed," Mills said. 
"What happens is the first 50 years 
tends to get slighted, but there's a 
real need to tell about the roots ofl 
this country." · 

- - - -
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Molroe J. Hoppet/Doily News-Sun 

Betty Mills volunteers as a team leader for the Phoenix Area Chapter of 
the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge, . a group that adds a first­
person perspective to history lessons in the classroom. 

Only three months into the school 
year, bookings have tripled from last 
year, Mills said. So far, 120 programs 
have been presented in schools lo­
cally and around the state, as well as 
in clubs and j3:ils. As a team leader, 
Mills drives the performer to the 
engagement and makes sure every­
thing runs smoothly. 

., "To say you're returning something 
for all you've been blessed with is 
only part of it," Mills said, struggling 
to put into words why she feels so 
strongly about her work. "People 

need to be uplifted, to be en­
couraged to be better than they are. 
We have four children, so what we 
do is multiplied by four. I'm just a 
little pebble in the pond, but hope­
fully the ripples will go out," she 
said. "And we get back much more 
than we give. we· get back beyond 
imagination," she added. 

For information on the Freedoms 
Foundation at Valley Forge, call 
Mills at 972-0942. 

If you have a neighbor you'd like 
us to meet, call Janice Tarleton at 
876-2511. 
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Sun Valley· Lodge recognizes senior leaders 
STAFF REPOR r 

With May being Older 
Americans Month. and Sun 
City having more than its 
share of outstanding individ­
uals. Sun Valley Lodge 
decided lo honor Lhe cream of 
the crop Thursday. 

The lodge selected four 
individuals lo be honored as 
Outstanding Older Americans 
during an awards break.fast 
featuring Maricopa County 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio. 

Tireless volunteer Jane 
Freeman, often called the 
First Lady of Sun City, and 
professional ath lete William 
"Bill" Emmerton. author of 
"Run for Your Life." were rec­
ognized as the top Outstand­
ing Older Americans (or their 
service. Ken Lipp. a 98-year­
old who founded one of the 
community's Lions c lubs, 
and Dorothy Mills. long-time 
manager of Sun Val ley 
Lodge's Thrift Store, also 
were honored. 

FrePman·s recognition 

came for her service since 
retiring as a dean of s tu­
dents. The 84-year-old has 
served on several Sun Health 
boards and committees. and 
has volunteered with Sun 
City /You ngtown Meals on 
Wheels a nd the Sun City 
Commu nity Fund/Valley or· 
Lhe Sun United Way. She also 
serves on Valley of the Sun 
United Way Founda tion's 
board of directors. 

Freeman also helped found 
the Sun Cities Arca His torical 
Society and Sun City Library. 
In 1992. s he originated the 
Convenience Fair featuring 
goods and services for those 
fac ing physica l or visua l 
challenges. 

Serena So rensen . who 
nominated Freeman: s lat ed. 
"She began volunteering in 
1977 and for more than 25 
years has been involved each 
day of the week in a t least 
one of her numerous volun­
teer pro'.iects -- most of which 
she has served in leadership 
capacities . She continues lo 
volunteer approximately 30 

hours per week." 
Emmerton. 84. was recog­

nized for his service prior to 
retirement. 

"He _is the undisputed 
monarch of ultra distance 
marathon running." said his 
nominator. Larry Daniels. 
"What began at 18 years of 
age as a daily exercise to 
improve his poor physical 
condition exploded into a 
running c aree r. which 
attracted worldwide 
attention. ·· 

Emmerton. wh o immi 0 

grated lo the s tales in 1964 
from Australia, won 150 
a mateur long-dis tance run­
ning championships and rep-· 
resented Australia in interna­
tional competition . He has 
run 100 miles non-s top in 
less than 18 h ours. and 
earned world's record on the 
12-- mile run on a track and 
the longest run in one hour. 

According l o Dan ie ls, 
Emme r ton h as clocked 
138.000 documented miles in 
his life. enough lo circle the 
Earth five times. He and his 

late wife, Norma, also orga­
nized several charity runs 
Lhroughoul America. 

Emmerton·s st'ory has 
inspired others to maintain 
Lheir health through phy§ical 
fitness, Daniels stated. 

Mills, 84, was nominated 
· by Toni Fisher for overseeing 

the Lhrift store's expansion. 
Mills began managing the 
store 14 years ago and has 
raised contributions for Lhe 
expansion. as well as quadrn­
pled sales lo nearly $50,000 
annually. 

"She trains her voluntrer 
s taff in sound customer ser­
vice, and she receives acco­
lades from Lhe auditor every 
year," Fisher staled. 

Lipp. a former insurance 
company regional manager. 
was nominated by John Bliss 
for "devoting his life to help­
ing less fortunate people" 
s ince retiring lo Sun City in 
1970. 

Lipp helped form a new 
Lions club, the Mid-Week 
Lions, in 1972, and has twice 
received The Melvin J ones 

STEVE CHERHEK/DAIL I MEWS-SUI I 

Nominees for Sun Valley Lodge's Older American Awards are 
Jane Freedman, left, Bil l Emmerton, Dorothy Mills and Ken 
Lipp. 

Fellows hip. which is t he 
Lions' highest ho!1or. He also 
has held all offices in the 
club. 

Lipp a lso helped create Lhe 
Arizona Library for the Blind. 
and has championed Lhe Rec­
reationa l Reading fo r the 

Blind Foundation . 
•1'oday. al 98. he is the 

one that a ll club members 
would like to emulate.'' Bliss 
said . "!-le has a lso been a pi l­
la r of his church and has 
helped implernent a lot of t ire 
fellowship programs there ... 
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Pioneer surgeon retires 
There were 1,500 people who needed a doctor; 
they didn't care whether the doctor was younger 
By BRITI KENNERLY 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - An integral 
part of Sun Cities' medical 
history, Dr. William Minturn, 
is trading in his lab coat for 
retirement garb. 

Minturn's life and 30 years 
of service in Sun City include 
many milestones. 

After enlisting in the Navy 
at age 17 and seeing action in 
World War II, Minturn earned 
his bachelor's degree in science 
at Trinity College in Hartford, 
Conn., then entered Yale Uni­
versity's School of Medicine. 

' "I was one of 62 students 
chosen from 4,700, to enter l Yale's medical school that 
year," he said. "I graduated in 
1952." Dr. William Minturn 

That same year, Minturn 
1 married. He and wife Shirley 
have two daughters, one son 
t and three grandchildren. 

t After doing his internship in 
Cook County, DI., and working 
at Detroit Receiving Hospital 
in Detroit, Mich., Minturn 

..,.moved to Buffalo, N.Y. He 
practiced medicine in New 
York until he ·was named chief 
of thoracic surgery at 
Phoenix's Veteran's Hospital, 
moving to the Valley in 1959. 

"W~ moved here because of 
· the feather,'' he said. "Sun 
,City was built the next year. I 

,twas · too young to live here 
( then:' but I chose to go into 

priva't.e practice and general 
\ thoracic and vascular sur­
, gery." 
·li Medical offices were non-
• existent in the West Valley at 
that .time, Minturn said, add-
ing, "I .ntnted a storefront in 
Glendale from a __ shop_keeper .. - , \_ . , ~ 

office:' 
Glendale Northwest Hospital 

was the only hospital near Sun 
City in those days, Minturn 
said. H~as the first board 
certified general surgeon in 
the Sun C /Glendale area. 

Minturn and other doctors, 
including an internist, a der­
matologist, a urologist and a 
podiatrist started the Sun City 
Medical Clinic in 1965. 

"Boswell Hospital was orig­
inally supposed to be in that 
location," he said. "There were 
big cottonwood trees and jack 
rabbits running all over when 
we built the clinic.". 

House calls weren't unusual 
in those days, Minturn said. 

"It was different back then," 
he said. "When I first came 
here, people would call up and 
make an appointment just to 
get acquainted - there was an 
element of social bonding with 
your. ~hysician." 

' It was different back 
then . When I first 
came here, people 
would call up and 
make an appointment 
just to get acquainted' 

· Dr. Willia m Minturn 

younger than his clients, Min­
turn said he had no problem 
dealing with them on a pro­
fessional basis. 

"Since it was a new com­
munity, they had no one here 
to compare me to," he said. 
"There were 1,500 people who 
needed a doctor." 

As one of the "pioneers" of 
the Sun Cities medical move­
ment, Minturn's career was 
full of firsts for the area, in­
cluding being its first thoracic 
and vascular surgeon, and the 
first to perform vascular grafts 
in heart surgery. 
. Minturn's patients were 
lnany and varied: cotton gin 
accident victims, people in­
jured in boating accidents at 
Lake Pleasant, cowboys 
trampled by horses, actor Bob 
Hope's secretary and actress 
Bette Davis' sister. 

"Bob Hope made a movie out 
in Carefree in 1961 called 
'Cancel My Reservation,' " he 
said. "I had Mr. Hope's sec­
retary as a patient, and they 
used me as the doctor on the 
set." 

Hope obviously remembered 
Minturn's brief stint on the 
movie set, as was evidenced 

for Walter 0 . Boswell Memo­
rial Hospital. 

" I went in a little cubbyhole 
to get another chair, and Bob 
Hope was in there," Minturn 
said. "He said, 'Hi, doc, how 
are you?'" 

Minturn set records out of 
the office as well. 

An avid runner and veteran 
of 60 completed marathons, he 
is listed in the Arizona Ath­
letic Congress' Long Distance 
Records, for his time in the 
1981 Phoenix Marathon. He 
completed the 26 miles in 3 
hours and 16 minutes at age 
55. 

Minturn said being a doctor 
is very different for him in the 
'90s. 

"It's much more impersonal 
now," he said. "One~n~ne 
doctor/patient relationships are 
a thing of the past." 

He also foresees major 
changes in medical care for 
patients in the future. 

"Those changes are coming 
now," he said. "I think there 
will be more socialized medi­
cil\e, more government in­
volvement and control. I think 
socialized medicine is in­
evitable, and I see it hap­
pening in ·the next few years. 
Indvidualized fees for services 
are gone - medicine is a 
business." 

He won't ignore ihe medical 
world in his retirement years, 
however. 

"I would be a consultant if 
asked to be, but I won't go out 
of my way to seek active in­
volvement in the medical 
field," he said. . 

"One of the first places I'm 
going is a reunion with NRvv · 

\ 
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Dr. William Minturn stands before some 
mementos in his Sun City office. He has run 

in 58 marathons since he began running in 
1977 on a bet, and he plans to run in two 

Ooyle Sanders/Republic 

more this year. " I want to run 60 marathons, 
since I'm 60 years old," the surgeon says. 

Bet hooks surgeon on running habit 
The races got longer. The l 0Ks led to 

marathons and the marathons led to an 
ultramarathon - the Western States 100-mile 
Race. 

By ROBERT BARRETT 
Arizona Rapubllc Staff 

PARADISE VALLEY - In less than 10 years, 
Dr. William Minturn has run many IO-kilome­
ter races, 58 marathons, six 50-mile races and 
two 100-mile ultramarathons. 

He has two marathons to go. 
"I want to run 60 marathons, since I'm 60 

years old," Minturn explained. 
Minturn, who lives in Paradise Valley, has 

been a surgeon in Sun City for 26 years. 
"I've been practicing medicine there longer 

than any other physician," he said. 
He opened his office in 1960, just after he 

moved to Arizona. 
After graduating from medical school at Yale 

University and doing his internship and resi­
dency in New York, Minturn was looking for a 
warm place to live. He remembered his father 
talking about a visit to Phoenix during World 
War II. 

"My dad had an interest in a mercury mine 
ju~t off the Beeline Highway," Minturn said. 
"He always said he liked Phoenix, and it just 
stuck in my mind." 

He began running in 1977 on a bet. 
"A friend of mine bet me I couldn't run a 

I0K," Minturn said. "So I went out there and 
ran it." / 

Minturn discovered he enjoyed running. lie 
began to run every morning, building his 
distance and. as with most runners, began to 
compete in l 0Ks, which are 6.2 miles long. 

"I saw it as a challenge," Minturn said. 
He trained for it by running 120 to 130 miles a 

week for six months before the race. 
"When I entered it in 1979, no one from 

Arizona had ever finished it," Minturn said. 
"Several people had tried, but they had not 
finished." 

He was the first. He was 52 at the time. 
"I was one of the three oldest in the race," 

Minturn said. 
The Western States 100-mile Race took place 

in Squaw Valley, Calif. Minturn ran for 30 
hours, using a flashlight at night. He came 
across three people, a ll with broken legs. 

"It's a horrible thing," he said. "It's like 
running over Squaw Peak for 100 miles, and at 
night." 

The grueling race didn't end Minlurn's 
running. lf anything, it seemed to fuel h is 
competitive spirit. 

In 1981, he won the Tucson Marathon for his 
age group with a time of 3 hours, 14 minutes. 
Ope month later, he won the Phoenix Marathon 
for his age group with a time of 3 hours, 15 
minutes. A marathon is 26 miles, 385 yards long. 

Aside from the trophies, Minturn's back-to. 
back marathon victories were noted in Sports 
/Jlustrated's Face in the Crowd section. The 
mogazin~ sent ~im a silver bowl ns n trophy. 

"For a period of two years there (1981-82), I 
was winning almost everything," said Minturn, 
who has more than 75 trophies, ribbons, medals 
and plaques. 

The American Medical Association heard of 
Minturn and named him one of its 10 most fit 
athletes over 50 and included him in the Over 50 
Sports Ila/I of Fame. 

"Running hos allowed me to go to places I 
wouldn't have gone to," Minturn said. 

He has run Pikes Peak twice and the Boston 
and New York marathons three times each. He 
has run the Grand Canyon, a marathon in 
Hawaii and the Comrades Marathon in South 
Africa. 

Minturn is disturbed at the lack of races in 
Arizona. 

"The marathon situation in this state is 
deteriorating," he said. "There's only Whiskey 
Row (PrescoU), Phoenix Marathon, Mule Moun• 
t.ain (l.lisbec) and possibly thl' Fiesta Bowl 
marathons left. There used to be n lot more, but 
they've stopped." 

Like the tennis craze several years ago, the 
popularity of running hos peaked, he said. 

Minturn runs eight to 10 miles five days a 
week and rides his bicycle two days a week to 
prepare for the two marathons he'll run this 
year. 

"The New York Marathon will be one of 
them," Minturn said. " I haven't decided yet on 
the other one." 
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A Name to Know 
The Rev. Irvin "Irv" 

Mitchell, 66, co·mes from a long 
line of volunteer firefighters, so 
it would seem only natural for 
him to become the chaplain of 
the Sun City Fire Department. 

R e v . 
Mitchell fi rst 
be c am e 
involved with 
fire depart­
ments at age 
2 1 when he 
signed up and 
trained to be­
come a volun­
teer firefighter in Pennsylvania. 

He was ordained an Episco­
pal minister in 1969 and took his 
post as chaplain of Sun City's 
Fire Department in 1986, shortly 
after moving here from 
Oainsville, Texas. 

Rev. Mitchell also served as 
rector at All Saints of the Desert 
Episcopal Church in Sun City 
for 12 years before retiring. 

Now the reverend concen­
trates solely on the fire depart­
ment, both serving as chaplain 
and as chairman of the fire dis­
trict board of directors. 

According to Rev. Mitchell, 
being a chaplain is satisfying 
because he gets to help people. 

Rev. Mitchell also says he 
enjoys being a part of toe fire 
department. 

"We have a great bunch of 
firefighters here," he noted. 

Rev. Mitchell has been mar­
ried to his wife, Loretta, for 47 
years and the couple has two 
boys and one grandson. 
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Chaplain lrvln Mitchel! Is at h_~me - whether It be on a fire truck or behind the pulpit. 

/ . 

The best ·of both wo·rlds 
Fireman-turned chaplain assists local department 
By RICK GONZALEZ 
Sun Cities Independent 

Imagine yourself involved in a serious car 
accident or a house fire or any kind of traumatizing 
situation. 

Police and fire officials are scattered everywhere, 
trying to get the situation under control and you 
desperately need to talk to someone, if only for . 
emotional support. 

For the past five years, the person to talk to in 
many of these situations has· been Sun City Fire 
Chaplain Irvin Mitchell. 

A former firefighter-turned chaplain, serving as . 
the community's official fire chaplain allows Mr . . 
Mitchell to remain involved in two endeavors which 
have preoccupied him for most of his life. 

Chaplain Mitchell's first experience in the field of . 
firefighting came prior to his entering the seminary . . 
In Kittanning, Penn. , a suburb just north of 
Pittsburgh, the chaplain was a firefighter for 12 , 
years. Of those 12 years, the chaplain served nine as 
fire chief. 

The next stop for Chaplain Mitchell was . 
Arlington, Texas, where he served as fire chaplain 

See CHAPLAIN, Page 7 . 
/ . 
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before going on to Gainesville, · as when a person's home has 
Texas, where he served double duty burned. In such cases the chaplain 
as chaplain and volunteer fireman. helps obtain housing and relief for 

Mr. Mitchell says his association the victim. 
with the fire department must be In emergencies such as house 
hereditary. fires, Chaplain Mitchell says he is 

'.'My dad, my grandad and some able to help the fire chief by gelling 
of my in-laws were involved with names, addresses and other 
the fire depa.rtment. Somehow, it information from the person or 
must be in my genes." persons involved when the chief 

From Page 1 

Chaplain Mitchell, who is also and firefighters are busy fighting . 
Rector of All Saints Of The Desert the fire. 
Episcopal Church in Sun City, says "I have the Lime to hunt" for such 
he was in Sun City only two information, he says. 
months when he became involved "People arc usually willing to 
with the fire department talk to me. They appreciate getting 

Although the fire chaplain some kind of information. I try to 
position is a voluntary, unpaid one, convey to them what the fire 
he says that's just fiiie with him. department is doing.to their home." 
"It's my way of doing community The chaplain says he tries to 
service." explain to the victims information 

To help him keep abreast of such as what is going on, the 
emergency activities, the chaplain amount of time things will take, 
has a police and fire scanner in his who will watch the house when it is 
office. When he ·is not in the office, vacant, who to call for help, etc. 
he carries a beeper with him so that "The Sun City Posse is real good 
he ,can be notified of the more about watching homes," the 
serious emergencies. - .. chaplain says. The fire department 

"The only time the bcepe(ls off," has gotten "good cooperation from 
he says, "is during church." the Posse." 

Types of emergencies the Chaplain Mitchell says his 
chaplain responds to include average work day is nothing out of 
structure fires, accidents with the ordinary. "It's the unusual ones 
multiple injuries and suicides, as that make the day different. 
well as fire calls Lo hospitals and "Every fire is different. You 
nursing homes. never have an ordinary fire." 

When there is a fatality, Chaplain However, when he is not 
Mitchell says he stays on the scene responding to c~lls, the chaplain 
and tries to contact the victim 's says he has plenty to keep him busy 
pastor and stays until the pastor in the church office. He points out 
arri~~s. If last rites are needed and that he's actually busier in the office 
the pastor is not present, Chaplain than he is responding to emergency 
Mitchell will administer the rites. calls. 

The chaplain also works with the The chaplain keeps abreast of 
Red Cross in some situations, such what_ is going on wi_th the fire 

departrnen t by attending the 
monthly fire board meetings and by 
chatting with the firemen. 

"The firemen are busy and 
constantly working to improve their 
skills," he says. "Their morale has 
increased. One fireman even told 
me, 'I don't have a job now, I have a 
career.' 

"We're luc ky to have such a 
talent · in the department, for being 
suc!J a small department," Chaplain 
Mitchell says. 

As for the chaplain's plans, he 
says he has no intentions of leaving 
Sun City or his position with the 
fire department. He does, however, 
have one request of the residents 
out here. 

"I hope people remain fire 
conscious and try to prevent fires. 
It's easier to prevent fires than to 
put them out. 

"But if there is a fire, I'll be 
there." 
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Musician director's work spans a lifetime 
By LAURIE HURO-MOORE 
Sun Cities Independent 

His musical passion and 
experience are revealed the 
moment he opens the door to 
his study. 

Walter F. Moeck 
(pronounced "Meck'') of Sun 
City West, guides a visitor 
through his special room 
with the same ease and grace 
he uses as a musical director 
and conduclOr. 

His work, and his awards 
in the field of music, as 
portrayed on the study walls, 
spans a lifetime. 

Today, Mr. Moeck is 
involved in several local 
music groups, including lhe 
Sun City Concert Band, and 
lhe Fine Arts Orchestra in 
Scottsdale. 

He has conducted lhe 
concert band for about I 1/2 
years. 

His love for music doesn't 
stop with conducting. 

On his piano are the busts 
of Bach, Brahms and 
Beethoven. 

On his desk, behind stacks 
of sheet music, are signed 
pictures of Ronald and 
Nancy Reagan and the 
President and First Lady, 
George and Nancy Bush. 

A postcard from Richard 
Nixon sits opposite the desk. 

In addition to his music 
awards, he received the 
Medal of Merit from 
President Bush earlier in 
March 1990, for his work in 
lhe National Republican 
ScnalOrial Comminee. 

An American Flag in the 
rotunda of the U.S. Capitol 
was dedicated to the resident 
recently. 

In all, this year alone, he 
has received four national 
and international honors. 

MAESTRO MOECK spends 30 hours studying just one orchestral 
score. "I've got to study every note in there and everyb<>.dy's part.· 
Mr. Moeck is the founder, former musical director and conduc:or for 
the San Fernando Valley Theatre of Performing Art~. He is presently 
conductor of the Sun City Concert Band. 

began as a child prodigy on 
the trumpet. 

As he talks, he makes the 
gliding arm movements that 
only a seasoned conductor 
would make. 

"My parents had their own 
orchestra and their own 
dance band. I heard music 
from the time I was born. 

"When I was four years 
old, they gave me a 
concertina. I could play it by 
ear. . 

"Al the age of7, I started 
studying piano. When I was 
9, I started playing the 
trumpet This became my 
main instrument." 

By the age of 16. Mr. 
Moeck recei vcd several state 
and national honors. 

He was asked 10 join the 
Wisconsin Symphony 
Orchestra as first trumpet by 
the age of 17. 

The artist graduated from 
Easanan School of Music 
and received his master's 
degree in conducting from 
lhe University of Iowa. 

Mr. Moeck became the 
pro1ege of world renowned 
French conductor Pierre . 
Monteux. 

He was made "Life 
Fellow" by lhe International 
Institute of Ans and Letters 
in Zurich, Switzerland. 

"A 101 of people out there 
are waving a stick. But, a 
real conductor is ... first of 
all you have to real expe­
rience with all of the 
orchestral instruments. I 
mean, to have played in a 
symphony orchestra and to 
know the repertoire and the 
styles of the various periods. 

••{" ... r.,. .. .... .......... ,,., ;r, , ...... .. 

Mozart, I would conduct it 
differently from Wagner. 
Each one is a different style." 

Mr. Moeck says a 
conductor is really a "co­
creator." 

"He recreates what the 
composer intended it to be." 

A conductor must also 
understand the difficulties 
and peculiarities of each in­
strument 

"It's not just geuing up 
and beating the baton, its 
having an insight into all of 
it" 

The conductor says he has 
also found that superb 
hearing (''When you hear a 
wrong note out of the whole 
orchestra, you have 10 be 
able to pick ii out") and an 
energetic spirit are also pre­
requisites of the job. 

"It makes the adrenaline 
flow. I can be very, very 
exhausted and get up there 
on the podium and I get all 
the energy in the world." 

A short, light-weight baton 
says Mr. Moeck, adds to his 
exuberance. 

Finally, he says, con­
ducting requires knowledge 
in the psychology of human 
behavior. 

All this experience has 
been derived from decades 
spent in positions such as 
musical director and 
conductor for the University 
of Alabama Symphony Or-

, chestra, the Alabama Pops 
Symphony Orchestra and the 
Binningham Ballet 

Before moving to Sun City 
West, he conducted the Los 
Angeles Repertoire Sym-
nhnnv thr \V,..cr1 'll"t"' C::vm. 
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Valley Theatre of Performing 
Ans. 

He was also a part of the 
San Carlo Opera Company 
and the American Philhar­
monic. 

The resident's name can be 
found in "Who's Who in 
Entertainment," "'Who's 
Who in Oassical Music in 
America" and "Who·s Who 
in International Music." 

T n,.r",· , . ... \f ,....,. ,.., . . . .... • i 

of the Sun Cities," if such a 
publication existed. 

In addition 10 his work. 
the resident practices the 
trumpet two hours every 
day. And, he continues 10 
use a piano to compose 
music. 

"I've always conducted 
symphonies but since I 
moved out here, I want lo do 
something for the 
r".,,""'"nir,· •• 

take Sun City band over and 
try 10 improve it. 

He says the 80 members 
of the group•· averaging 71 
years of age -- are ··coming 
along nicely." 

'TU never stop con­
ducting. 

'TU probably die on the 
podium like most of them 
do. 

"Conducting is just 
snmc-thi'1~ lh~I"• ~ !'~11 0f 
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Retiree remains· active through .. Good Shepherd 
MITCIEU. VMTIIEASE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

When she retired as a school 
teacher, Ruth Mohr of Sun City had 
some extra: time so she decided to 
volunteer at the Good Shepherd 
Retirement Center. 

FYI 
■ WHAT: Good Shepherd Retirement Center 
volunteers. . · 
■ WHERE: 10323 W. Olive Ave. 
■ INFO: 875-0134. 

· That was 20 years and many vol- not- be.cause I know they wanted 
unteer duties ago. From playing someone to help them," she said. 
games with residents to stocking gift Mom volunteers with the human 
cards on shelves, the Illinois native · resources department, filing and fin-
has had many jobs at the center. ishing paperwork. 

"I just want to keep busy, which Mary Beesley, · a humaq resources 
helps me stay phy_sically and men- ·assistantl said Mohr has been an 
tally alert, ff she said. "I figured why asset to the department. 

"She's re~y 'wonderful 'and make~ 
our life interesting," 'Beesley ·_said. 
"(Ruth) does all of the little things we 
wouldn't have time to do." 

In addition to her work at Good 
Shepherd, Mohr helps with the print­
ing of Braille books for blind people at 
Fountain. of Life Lutheran Church. 
She's -involved in the church's mis­
sionary league as well. ' 

"I just love helping out in _the com­
munity, and this keeps me active, ff 
she said. "I'm not a quilter or craft 
person, so I needed something to do.". 

Mohr said it's important for her to 
stay active and that includes her 

exercise program. 
When Mohr first joined Good Shep- : 

herd, she came to, the retirement cen­
ter once a week. Now, she's there · 
three times a week. 

The retiree has participated in the 
auxiliary, which helps raise money for 
the residents. 

"I really love what I do here and 
couldn't imagine not doing it, ff she 
said. "I'm very proud to be part of · 
something that h~lps others and 
keeps me occupied. ff 

To nominate someone for a commu­
nity service profile, Mitchell Vantrease 
may be reached at 876-2526 or 
mvantrease@aztrib.com. 
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Retired teacher Ruth Mohr of Sun City volunteers at Good Shepherd Retirement Center, where 
she works in the human resources department. 

OMMU NI TY SERV ICE 

STEVE CHERNEK/DAIL Y NEWS-SlJN 

Ruth Mohr, left, talks with Mary Beesley in the human 
resources department at Good Shepherd Retirement Center 
Monday. Mohr has volunteered at the center for almost 20 
years. 
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Mary Lou Molony 
Family: 1lvo childre;, 

two grandclztldre11 

and one great-grandchild. 

Hometown: Wichita, Kan. 

Philosophy: 
"Always do for others.·" 

Key to longevity: "!_eat sensibly and have a 
dnnk every now and th b 
1 d , . . en, ut 

011 t 1mb1be ofte11• " 

Greatest accomplisment· u ' . • nav111g two 
w~nde,ful clzildre_n. 

'1 •. 

·world traveler 
serves others 
at~·_the.~ .. Lodg_~";: ·.:.~~: .. , 

, ~ , ..!: ~ .--~ .... ..;. ...... _,.._,_ ... 
By TINA SCHADE 
Staff writer 

M
. ary Lou Molony will never have 

, to lift a leg in vain or wedge her 
way into a workout outfil She 
will never have to suffer her way 

through a single sit-up or sacrifice a min­
ute of sleep to take an early morning stroll. 

That's because the well-conditioned and 
petite Molony burns enough calories as it 
is, weaving her way through the tables at 
two of Sun City's hottest eateries. 

Nope, she's not a waitress earning a 
little extra cash for exotic travel, although 
she's · been on 20 cruises and trekked to 
Alaska five times. 

Rather, Molony, is a volunteer at · the 
Olive Branch Senior Center and Sun Valley 
Lodge lunchrooms. 

Since 1984, the 84-year-old has logged in 
more than 2,000 hours at Sun Valley Lodge 
where, in addition to serving up a mean 
cup of java, she has escorted residents to 
the on-site beauty salon, taken them up for ' 
a tour . of the rose garden and sorted 
through their mail. 

"This is like a second home to me," she 
said. 

Molony's mother was also a long-time 
volunteer at Sun Valley Lodge more than 
30 years ago. Molony visited her mom 
regularly, fell in love with the lodge and 
has been a chip off the volunteer block 
ever since. 

And while being a Golden Lady, the 
name -,given to female volunteers at Sun· 
Valley Lodge, keeps Molony hopping, her 
services are needed elsewhere. 

Since 1991, Molony has served lunch at 
the Olive Branch Senior Center on 107th 
and Peoria avenues in Sun City. 

Two days a we·ek, along with six or seven 
other generous volunteers, Molony serves 
up almost '120 meals in one lunch hour. "-

~ 

"When I get up in the morning I've ·got -
somewhere to go where somebody needs . · ~ 
me. · And besides, I get more out of this ·.. -
than I give," she said. · '1 · • • i . '.' . '' ~ 

·,!J~ ' . . . • . ' . \ j - .. , ') 

Molony is far too feisty and energetic to • · ~ 
sit around. ·,1 · ,, . ,. · _t 

.,_~ '. 
• ."I. didn't want to be ·like my friends and 
. • get glued to the TV and sit in rockers.· ... I . 
· wanted · to lead an independent lif~," she .. 

,·., said: •1-1 · ·: .,· ,,·, , .. ,. n ·f .1- ··~--: 
I ; '• ' ,; J,) ' 'I. 

,; .. ,, Molony volunteered in her home state of 
· Kansas, where · she worked with handi­
,, capped .children, the Girl ·scouts, Project 

·'. Beauty; a neighborhood beautificatiori>:·~ 
"/proj~_ct, and the local symphony. · ) ~ . · · 

• t '·· • l • , , • . 

. '~ Away from volunteering, M~lony is a ! .'. 
· member of First Presbyterian Church and 
•t enjors traveling. . ·': . ;'' 

:t: .'"I've.had some wonderful experiences in 
. · my lire: ... I've been very blessed," she said.· ' 

To nominate a Doer, call Tina Schade · , 
. at the Daily News-Sun, 876-2514. ' · • · ·• : ~ ... · ' 
~ . 
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: Fantasy: ·t. If I were younge,~ I would want 
fl'(Jf'rh • 1 ' ,·. J. to work in a leper colony. 

' :!Jnspir~tion: . ·· My father. People ar; still talk• 
' . ._. ';•'~ ,. ing about his f i11d11ess. 

j' ' I <ft .t I i ' 

Jl•Key_.to Longevity: Keeping active. 
. ' ~ )' , ,, I < 'l :. • ,.. , , ' · 

<• tast Words::¥ Wf', I never have a.fast word. I just '. 
~1 .... ,· ! . • ' t'I £ . m keep Oh qoing- like that 

·(.. .. .• ?ft ·Enerc,izer BunnJ.. t He , • ~ - , ·1 
e; l'.i,b 1.tM 1m.1n 1,.. "'" ., _.. . 1. • , ~.• 'F • , 
~ ' ;,- Yflt· k :colttt,µ•,(i u&: •. ,'t'>t{ , r : - t 

1•SC~(vot.un-.;ee1tt.:; -~ :· l 

k} "" u ;;1!Mtn JJ s11,1'Jc,p. ,> ,. r . • n•'C 1 , > 

~l!e8Ch@i -'i>Ut!~to··· 
rp····i~~ie~:ifl:'·rleed· 
fi 1 ~ ... •. 
;t1 l 

· .. Retir.ee holds global resume 
; By_ MIKE HEGARTY ·. 11•· 

. D~ily_ News-Sun staff ,; " ' · . , :- , 
.-_l( t,t:q,.;:-."J 1 0 <.. .\) ~ ~ It , .,, • . f4'$ ~µn Citia_n-J,ean_Mo!)i:e ,was, born ~!1d raised'J 
t,- ~intCanada· and moved to San Francisco for i. . I ;'~osl. or~_ ~:e_r adu~t-li_fe b,eforr flnall_r settl-
~ (;;,,,,,,. i9g irf Arizona' ih 1976. \ 
~. -~i ~~Ji~. r'ete~~ to 1:~a}.li~d;· -~her~' she ·sp~nt , 
•~almost .tJ,u-ee.!y~rs.,..a.&c (a. me9ioal volun.teeP.1 • as ,j 
· "more home thari my little t~wri'_in Canada." · 

: She 1neverA•'tl'ould1 grasp ,the Thai • language, 
thotigh',-wh ch is-based,£r;t five tones. '. ' · 1J. ,.1,1..:- . , J1Jr?'. t ~.m.Jl.i rp..:, 1 , ·• , .. ~ , ~ 

) ·i )~1~'a! tP.:tia·r~iU~i;:,, ·s; id, 1'.1oore:; e~ho1 ;;e~~ ; 
viouslyt'worltedf 1at ,stanford, University and the 

. University of ·Cafifor.nia~ hospitals 'as a bedside 
nJt_Fs'e~ ;(got '~~.tb~~t)V!ol)gt o~~e ;a'nd' 'called_ a· • 

:, dodto .a '"8g.', So after~~Jt
1
I '°q_1.Ut trying." ., 

, rt iJ· ., "f. rM"'\.Q ~ ~(.. '" r , 
•-~YrinSit»'~. tj-ip~,..t~ m~ Ori~nr, first in the fate 

.1960s1san,(I, ag~~n j ~ _::197.8, sh~. s_et up an Intensive 
Care"'Unit and a cancer:registry, ,taught English as 

r I a second -langWage"'tand' 'produced brochures for 
tlie:M'~b9rmfck"Irospital'in Chiang Mai. , , . . 

.:., \ I I .~t.. ,, J l- .\),. t. ;, ,,- •> ,<.U • ' 
,. °'t - ••.i! '1 • .-., • . -(• I 

: :f.l}e, n~5ct ·year,, Moore, aloQ.g ~ith Gordon ,:m-
qer.so.n and ~cL Pop~, both,4egeased, established 
the Sun Cities Hospice in 1979,, 

The Hospice service provides assistance to 
terminally ill -patients. . · 

Moore · said she co9ks· for them, does their 
shopping, makes funeral arrangements and goes 
on errands. 

. ._, 

, Daily News-Sun, s~,;"'q~~· 1ri~.<", ~onday, Nov. 8, _1993· 

l __ ,. ,- I ~--

"We're there · for, them/'~ Moore said. "I've · al- ·. 
ways' pro111ised people I'll be~ with . them 'when ; 
they die, tliat'they won't be 'alone." . . • ' I 

~•· l • ' • , • """ Moo.re was the ,Hospice's volunteer coordinator 
for two yea~s·before leaving that post'be~ause she, 
wanted !'patient contact" She• has attended to '; 
h~ndreds ofipatients in their homes.:, ' •~, •sa 'w-

Working with people in th~ir' own-surroundings!'!; 
has bee n enjoyable; Moore said, but she's excite·d 
Sun, Health 'is, constructing a new building solely' • 
for 'the dying; • ;;, : ... ·~, . ~ .,· ,• , -~- ::. 
i' t ;, t . ' l , 
Mo'ore, w,hoihas been widowed since:she moved 

to.-,Sun City, Qnds, fulfiiiment~jn the 'volunteer' " 
service, that includes lat: ,night phone'"ca11t and\"• I 
assignments, because "I'm needed.,,, , ;. ~ ;<·~z 

"People ' will rap _on·. my•tloor and ; ay 'Will you··) 
be with me when I die?'" sHe'said. . i 

Moore keeps .her head,· and spirits, up de.spite 
her difficult surroundings. 

"It , doesn't depres~ me because I have faith,'' , 
said Moore, an active member 'of the Faith Pres: 
byterian Church of ,Sun Cicy, where she serves on 
the ACT committee. ' . ' . 

I " l \ ; 

The ACT program houses theological students 1 • 

for about three weeks .so they can see "wh'at · 
w_e've do,ne in: this ' t?i n,; the plac~s we:v~ 

1
l)uilt~·· 

and manage, and how' active and caring we are." ,, • 
~on'g,,v.,:i!h' educating ~efn about sun· eity,, 

:Moore alsoJaJks to _the y9~ng men·on the down• .i 
side ... of growing old. "6he $aid..,she ,has _'),n{g~s ·-~f_'1 1 

stuff," ranging from bad health to the suicide rate Jt• 

to'th~,fe~r
0

Qf_cieath~ .· ;t, ,. .r~, • , . ·.:'· 
"I'm a morbid creature,-:'1 she said. · r.:: 1 .. ~-. 

But nothing could be further from·the truth. 
Last year, wheri she returned to a former leper 

colony in Thailand that is a' rehabilitation center 
for 'people suffering from bone problems, she met 
a man she had visited 20 year s ago. 

"(The first time I went there) I made it a point 
to greet each and every one of them in my best ; c__ 
Thait . sq~ said. "This one man said he .remem-. 

, bered me because' I wasn't afraid to .touch them," .-t, 
' ,.,.,.. 1;, ~ 1, ..... , ~ - · "' . ... • 

she said. . · · · ' 1d'1 ,:,,'. • ~ • ? 
':And thah tl~~· etri"ct Moore 'leaves on everyone:·~ i ~ 

She's not afraid to reach out and offer a helping : )' 
nand to those in need.. · , •· 1' -t· , . · ":., !l 
•t ._, . ~--r J ,' ·~O) 

... i ; • 



Lu cille Mo re­
house of Sun 
City won a 
doubles tour­
nament wi th 
Nancy Rholl 
earlier this year. 
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Sun City tennis player aces geography test 
By DAVID R. BECK 
Staff writer 

The line's o n Lucille Morehouse's 
f:Jce sel'm to tell stories of a life­
time s pPnl hopS<'Ol<'hin_g thP _gtoh<'. 

Morehouse. a 
S1111 Citian whn Tennis 
h as wo n 1 53 -------­
trophies playing competi li vl' k nnis. 
moved to a new local<' 19 timPs 
during hl'r husband Charles' career 
in the Navy. 

/\ partial list of places l\lorehouse 
has li ved rl'ads like the itincrnry o f 
a rock band: Cuba, the Philippinl's, 
Ros to n. San IJil'go, O11kland, Calif., 
lliC'h111011d. Va ., Newport, It.I. , New 
Jt>rsey ;111<1 her hometown of Coul l'e 
Dmn. Wash. 

<:rowing up in eastl'rn W11sh­
ingto11. More house's parents taught 

her lo piny tennis and she quickly 
excelled. 

"By 14. I could beat all the gals in 
h igh school,' ' More house said. 
·'Tennis was a sissy sport in those 
days, so :ill the- macho students 
would play basehnll. There was 
only o n£' guy I couldn't beat. so they 
had me p lay on the boys· team." 

Morehouse, 68. then played No. 2 
si ngles for I.he women's tennis team 
at thl' Uni versi ty o f Washington 
n11d ea rned the nickname. "Killer 
Backhand." 

She even has B/\CKJIJ\N U o n her 
pl'rsonalizl'd lirense plates, though 
she rccl'nlly rC'lun1ed from a se\·en­
yl'ar competitive tennis absence. 

"They o nly had three women turn 
out for women's 55 and I just got 
tired of traveling," Morehouse said. 

"So I just play for fun now ... 

Morehouse. who 1110\'ed tQ Sun 
City in 1986, also took a 10-year 
tennis sabbatical starting in 195,; 
simply b eca use l h e r e wasn ·t 
enough compe titio n. 

Morehouse did make a tenni~ 
comeback in l\larch. teaming with 
Nancy Rholl to win a doublE>s titl<' 
al the Sun City tennis tournament 

While living in Guantanamo Bay. 
Cuba, MorehousP taught tennis for 
two years, though shP is the lir5t to 
admit her fo rm isn·t exactly per­
fect. 

" I up,·er had a lesson so m,· hu!<­
band sa id it was like the . blind 
leading the blind ." l\lore hou!'e sa id 
" I knPw how to play but I don·t do 
it righ t. .. 
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East meets West in Sun City 
Couple's 
home reflects 
life in Japan 
ERIN REEP 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

1949 to 1970 through the 
foreign-missions board of the 
Congregational Church. They 
taught in Japanese colleges 
and universities and raised 
their three children there. 

When she first arrived in 
Japan, Helen Morrill felt a bit 
disoriented. 

A visit to the Morrills' Sun 
City home reveals a deep love 
for Japanese and Asian cul­
ture. Artwork from Japan 
adorns the walls; vases and 
cabinets festoon the living 
room. Everything in Japanese 

culture was foreign to her. 
The Morrills' son, Tim, still 

lives in Japan; and the cou­
ple has returned to the coun­
try four times since moving 
back to the United States 
more than 30 years ago. 

"Wheri I first got there, 
everything was backwards," 
she recalled. 

The cars drove on the left 
s ide of the streets. When 
as ked her name, she was to 
give her last name, then her 
first. And when she was 
introduced to Japanese liter­
a ture, she found "the back of 
the book is the front." 

Helen Morrill grew up on a 
wheat farm In Kansas, and 
D?ug was raised In India by 
missionary parents; his 
father was a Congregational­
ist minister. Morrill and her husband, 

Doug, served as educational 
missionaries to Japan from 

Helen and Doug met in 
Hays, Kan., where Helen was 

From Al 

Doug was the school's trea­
surer. They later taught at 
Kwansei Gakuin University, 
where Helen taught Englfsh 
and business English and 
Doug taugh t English and 
international trade. 

Last week, Helen shared 
some of her experiences with 
the Women's Fellowship of 
the Church of the Palms. She 
taught the women how to 
wri te characters used in Jap­
anese language. There are 48 
letters in the syllabary - five 
vowels, the rest combinations 
of consonants and vowels 
that make up syllables, Helen 
explained. There are 1,850 
basic characters in the lan­
guage, which are "enough to 
read a J apanese newspaper," 
Helen said. 

Wh e n t he Mo rrills 
returned to the Uni ted States, 
they fou nd that some Japa­
nese words remained part of 
their vocabularies and those 
of their three adult children. 

• A chest of drawers in Jap­
anese is 'tansu, · " Helen said. 
·Even today, we don 't say 
·chest of drawers,· we say 

'tansu. "' 
A custom that became part 

of their lives is the Japanese 
tradition of greeting friends 
and acquaintances by bow­
ing, rather than through 
handshakes, hugs or waves. 

Helen recounted how the 
J apanese eat at low tables, 
sitting on the floor. The Mor­
rills were often invited into 
homes or to go out as guests. 
A popular dish was sushi, 
which Helen said she didn't 
really like. 

"I did not like raw fish , but 
that's a real delicacy there," 
she said. 

The Japanese sleep on 
mats on the floor that are 
rolled up and stored on 
shelves during the day. Space 
is very tight in apartments 
there, Helen said. The Mor­
rills had a Western-style 
home with beds, but their 
son still living in J apan 
sleeps "Japanese-style" on 
the floor. . 

The Morrills hope to make 
another visit to Japan , Helen 
said. 

"Our son Is wanting us to 
come over and visit him," she 
said. 

Erin Reep can be reached 
a. t 8 76- 2 5 3 2 o r 
ereep@aztrib.com. 

teaching business courses in 
the high school after finishing 
at Fort Hays State University. 
Doug was stationed at Walker 
Air Force Base, and the cou­
ple met on a blind date at an 
officer's club dance. 

On the morning after the 
dance, Helen visited a . Pres­
byterian church with a 
friend, and when she walked 
in, she saw Doug there. 

"He came over that after­
noon, and we listened to a 
classical music program," she 
said. 

The couple were married 
in 1946, upon Doug's dis­
charge from the U.S. Army 
Air Corps. 

The Morrills said they 
never planned on becoming 
missionaries, but as it hap­
pened, that was the path life 
took them down. 

Doug earned a master's 
d_egree In social sciences, 

with a focus on political sci­
ence, history and economics, 
from the Univers ity of Chica­
go. Helen had a bachelor's 
degree in business adminis­
tration, and earned her mas­
ter ' s in business 
administration from Cen te­
nary College in Louisiana 

• after returning from J apan. 

Doug was considering his 
options after his discharge 
from the military, and applied 
to the domestic and foreign 
missions board of the Con­
gregational Church. To the 
couple's surprise, they were 
offered positions as educa­
tional missionaries in an a rea 
between Osaka and Kobe, 
Japan. 

The Morrills firs t worked at 
Kobe College, an elite wom­
en's college founded by Con­
gregational miss ionaries in 
1875. Helen taught English: 

See JAPAN, A5 
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Helen Mor-
rill prepares 
to te ll the 
Wom en ' s 
Fe l lowsh ip 
o f t h e 
Church of 
the Palms 
abo ut her 
exp erience 
as a mis­
sionary in 
Japan from 
194 9 to 
1970. 

MOU.IE J, HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 
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• Roy Coaw1y/Repwifk: 
Paul,_Morrill stands al the Century Bank on Grand Avenue, which he and Rex Staley rounded 1.~ 1970. ' 

Retired pair with time on hands 
_brought n~·ighborly bank to life 
By VICTORIA M. STEVENS 
No,lhwHI Valley Bureau 

SUN CITY - Great things 
happen when retired men 
become bored. 

Tmlt was the case when 
Sun City resident Paul Mor­
rill And retired banker Rex 
Staley, both 70, meshed ideas 
in 1970. , 

Mw-fill .seid .he .and Staley_ 
were · ·"11:Qred out of their 
gourds,;' 'so···they ..decided to 
open whet became the Cen­
tury Bank et· Grand and 
105th avenues - the first 
independent bank in Sun 
City, 

M,_, the time, Staley, a 
Paradise Volley resident, had 
just''r'ctired from the Interns• 
tioniil Banking Consortium 
in Philadelphia. 

H«°r,,ever, Staley decided 
he hadn't hod enough of 
banking. He and Morrill 
opened the City Dank in 

1970 in a sales office south of By 1971, the two were 
the King's Inn with the operating out of a trailer, 
distinct purpose of serving temporary headquarters un• 
retired resident.a' needs. til the bank building opened 

"This is a cosmopolitan Nov. 29, 1971. 
group - they come from all · At first, residents depos­
over the world and were ited warily. 
something special in their Staley recalled someone 
day," Staley said. ''I believed saying, "Why would . we put 
it would be very_ appro..p.Ji!l.le .. our money here~ You could 
to give specialized service t&7" easily · hilch"•up ~and· - leave: 
a community such as this." . :.: ·· tow1i. 'i . .. .... .. : .. : ., .. ... 

He saia he ignored several :· But :trust took 'no··time to• 
financial advisers who told build once residents noticed ·: 
him Sun City had the the neighborly· atmosphere, 
"world's highest concentra- and accounts came flooding 
tion of banking complexes in in. 
a bedroom community." . "We were so successful,'" 

Morrill, who oversaw con- -Staley said. "But people in 
struction of the bank, said, Sun City responded to that 
"Sun City has a lot of money, kind of personal banking." 
so it has a lot of banks. On The bank, built on the site 
the average street corner, you of an old stagecoach slop for 
see three banks and one the town of Marinette, was 
,filling . station. Anywhere _ what Staley called his "per­
el~it's the other way son_!!! mark_el,_ing laboratory."_ 
around." -B•nlc, Extr• C 

:._B_an--:-:-k---;:-:--;----~ : 
Continued from &tr• A 

·sun· City ~ 88 built over the · . 
aite of Marinette. • : 

Reaidenta aerved aa guu~ea. 
' .pigii to untried marketmgi 

techniques, which proved to; I 
be iuccesaful. .. 

!fJNe made the bank a 
coi:?im~nity ce~ter, ao to1 speak,' Staley said. 

The bank lobby was trans­
formed into a minimuseum . 
for satellite art exhibitions of 
the Phoenix Art Museum, 
·end that was the begin,:ii_ng p 
of what is now the Sun C1t1cs . JI 

Art. Museum, scheduled to_ ~ 
open this year. p 

Staley also refused to " 
charge customers for safety• . ! 
deposit boxes or travelers , 
checl<s Morrill said. , 1~ 

The 
0

bank had a men's and . · , 
women's advisory board, I 
headed by directors John 
Anderson, a retired Sun Ci_ly .: 
resident, and Kethryn'G!i'fn; : 
mage wife o{ Grady Ga~- . 
mage: like presiden~ of i_\n• I 
zona State Un1vers)ly . . 
Gammage was the first 
woman bank director in the 
stale, Morrill said. . 

}ie said the "greatest gim­
mi!=~" was· when t~e bank 
monitored construction _of a 
future resident's home if he 
opened an account for $5 or 
-more. · d 

"I would scoot aroun <!n 
my golf cart and take six 
color Polaroid shots of homes 
under construction el differ­
ent times; a written report 
would be made, and the 
results were sent to wherev~r 
the people lived," Momll 
said. ' 

He said City Bank was the 
only bank he knew.of whe~e 
th!,' president had h1! desk in 
,the middle of the main floor. 

'.!lie (Staley) had a sol!d 
stream of visitors," Morrill 
said. "That was the differ-! 
enc~ between our bank and 
others - it was a smell bank, 
just a country bank." 

The bank started on 
$650,000 in capital. Staley 
owned more than half of the 
I 620 stocks which sold et 
$40 each in the beginnin~. 

In 1979, when business 
became cumbersome for the 
smell bank, it was sold to one 
of the board directors, ~ly1e 
.Smith, founder of Sm1tt~ s, 
•for $185 a share. Smith 
eventually merged City Bank ' 
with Surety Savings and 
Loan which became Century 
Bank'. l . , 

"Now Rex is back p ayin 

f
olf in Paradise Valley, and 
'm here giving speeches," 

said Morrill, , 
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PAUL MORRILL - Retired Army 'colonel~ ~~dica"tioh~ of-'.,the~-Web.bJ;~,1,i,orJ.~I~{ 
was featured speaker lost September al the Gorden al _Bell Recreation Gnfer. ,. ·
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dies following ·;h_e:a~f1aftQ'ckf:;I 
News-Sun staff whi~h ~on an -~ward
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fro~ F~- ' ~~ ,:~;.::::;, aa:~ ~~ga~;'ia;;; ~; 
SUN CI'I'Y - Retired Army doms · Foundation at : Valley ' served on national committees of ,, 

Col. Paul Morrill, 73, died Forge.·-The award matched two ,,TROA; was a ·:member. of the I 
Wedneaday at Walter 0. Boswell others Morrill received from the ' · Fort Hwichuca~'Relired Officers /r, 

:Memorial Hospital, following a foundation in 1967 and 1977. ·• ,,. \ 'Council; was.'.fonnei'' 'di.rector 'in · .j 
heart·attack. · Friends remember Morrill as Sun · City of clvil''clefense'' and .l, 

Morrill, widely known in Sun a community leader and' a man · served: on': tl,ej_Sun"'Citiee Area :J 
City for patriotic and his":>ric w_ho always

0
flew the 'symbol of , ,~ .9C?~c~;J! '.· ._. ', · '. · I 

~Ike he gave to local o~gamza- his country .s fr~om on the · Morrill was founder, first sen- / 
t1ons, moved to the area in 1~9 flagpole ~~ta1de his home._-•,• ior warden and warden emeritus ,.1 

from Kansas. He was born 1n Sun C1t1an Doug Moms, who .~f.'NJ.•Salnta' of the•Desert E i• 1 
Bangor," Main~, a'.'d graduated . will give•,tbe, eulo~ :ia t the; fu:.►~I' Cliurcli;',tvas 'active 1n •tie· :r, 
from ,the University of ~a_ry- neral, knew Momll for ~any; Episcopal ;JXoceMf{bf! Arizona, . 

1 land, U.S. _Armor ~l. Bnt1sh ye?.rs. . . and was 8 founding director ,of 
1
, 

Army Senior Officers Staff Col- . I ha~e. nothing bu~ .. admira- , The City Bank, past president of ,. 
lege and U.S. Command an~ t1on' _for,,.him:; He,w.as a iireat•,"thefi~-Cities Art'MuaeuJ,i"iUld 
Geoeral StatT College. · contributor to oyrlcommun1ty,: t,fbj)qite ·ro'ftb $un Cit Sainl.af• 

"His''36' yelra 'of military· ser- had never known him to -refuse, ', ·l<-- .J, .;.~,,,,,,,!,.,,tr,., .. ,. ••'I J 
vice began on his 18th birthday at any inconvenience, to do some i' ' He_ is~aurvi".eo bY?,his· wife, '~ 
and ended while he was an of- good for the community," Morrie Jean;•<&; son; Stephen Paul ' of 1 
ficer in the regular Army. He said. "He was one of the most Tampa, r Fla.; · a · -brother; Rn. · 
was a veteran of World War II, patriotic men · I have ever Douglas ·M, ·of Augusta, Maine, L: 
Korea and Vietnam, and served known. It seemed as though it and several nieces and nephews. ' 
overseas in many countries from w_as in his v_ery ~bre. It wil_l be . , Me~orlal · service wili be 2 : 
Egypt to _ England: He ·was difficult_ to · 1m~gine a, f,~t.rio~~:~ · .m, Wednesday at All Sainta of 
awarded · eight serv1ce medals event without him there. • ... ','• • .,Pth •·. ""--rt · Ep;.,.,,pal Church · 

d d t . h ded • · · · '· d"' 8 ' ,.,.,... ·~ ...,... " " an seven_ ecora 1~ns, ea . •Morrill was a life member-an · 96021Iutton P.live\l::~~- ~ •,,, ·,' ··t 
hr t~~ ~gion of Ment. paat•presldent bf the Sun Cityl""'''t--~ - ~;i... ,. ,, a,:~t.-i. 

._In liecerlt years, !'fo~ll -:vas Youngtown Ki"(ania Club~llil'.Z, ,,In Ueu; or, m,,;ers, :ii;"a"!family ·1 

widely ~ow,:i for hl8 h)stoncal fell?w of the · ~iwaru. , hl,_ters,augg~ in4!mo~ala to·,W•Saintli~ 
research into the Amencan co- national Foundation· served two of the , i,;11ert : Church :Endow- 1 

:lonial period and for the hun• ter= as president 
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of•the Sun'•·'inent Fiind;,gsb2' Huttoo1:Drlve, / 
,dreds of ta!ks he. gave through- City Area Chapter of the Retired , Sun ,City·~B5351;. the $un, Cities ,· 
·out the nation. His most popular Officers Association and was' •Art Museum Fund 17426 N. ti 
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Fare~ell to a patriot 
"When our people read the papers, or watch the 

television, or see a play, or look at a sunset, I want 
their reaction to be in some way affected by their 
Americanism ... To be an American ought to be 
something unique on the face of this globe." 

These words appear in a small book, " ... So 
Gallantly Streaming?" written in 1983 by Col. Paul 
M. Morrill, U.S. Army (retired). Col. Morrill died 
Wednesday evening; and Sun City has lost one of its 
most respected residents. 

Col. Morrill made a study of our early history; he 
knew the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. 
Constitution and the history of our flag well. He 
wrote articles and books, and spoke to more _than 
35,000 people about their symbolism and their 
meaning to a free people. He demonstrated his 
patriotism by serving 29 years as an officer in the 
regular Army - in World War II, Korea and Viet­
nam - receiving eight service medals and seven 
decorations, including the Legion of Merit. And 
when he retired to Sun City, he continued serving in 
community organizations and in his church. 

The highest praise we can give - and that we 
believe he would value most - is that here was a 
true patriot, one who lived his patriotism with quiet 
sincerity every day. 
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DOERS PROFILE 
Douglas Morris 

~ Graduate of 

Dartmouth College. 

Hometown West Brooklyn, 

Nova Scotia. 

Valley home Sun City. 

Marital status Married 

to Laura 

for 59 years. 

Self-porlrait Ambitious, assertive, community-minded, 
friendly. 

M.Jl1.la If you don't try it, you'll never do it. 
Greatest feat That my wife has tolerated me for 59 years. 

Walter Mitty /antasy I would like to make a substatial contribution 
to the improvement of our society1 

lnsgiration I'm the luckiest man in the world _to have had 
good influences since my childhood, people 
the likes of Clarence Darrow and so many 
others. 

Good/bad habits My love of family. Smoking. 
Favorite food/drink Lobster. White wine. 

TY proframs The McNeil-Lehrer Report. 
Books at bedside Re-reading Shakespeare. 

Vacation sgotlluxur:y: I've traveled so much and loves seeing all of 
Arizona. A real luxury would be to put 
enough money aside that my children and 
grandchildren would never again have a • 
moment of financial concern. 

Key to lonuvity My ancestors, a motley crew of English .tnd 
Scotch. 

Last words So much I was capable of doing, so little I 
did. 

D 
ouglas Morris, an 82-
year-old Sun Citian 
with a rich history of 
public service, has had 

a love affair with words since 
his youth. 

From his childhood in Bos­
ton, when he sneaked into the 
Old South Church to hear at­
torney Clarence Darrow speak, 
to his days at Dartmouth and 
his career in marketing and 
public relations, Morris has 
always respected language. 

Morris, who moved to Sun 
City from Boston 19 years ago, 
spins a beautiful tale of the 
history of his brainchild, the 
replica of the Liberty Bell at 
Bell Recreation Center . 

Unlike its Philadelphia­
based inspiration, the Sun City 
bell rings, pealing every 
Fourth of July during Sun 
City's holiday celebration. 

. "Out of nowhe·re, the word 
went out that Sun City ought 
to have a Liberty Bell to ring 
during the bicentennial," he 
said. "When people found out 
that we needed donations of 
metal objects, we set a date for 
the gathering of material." 

Four tons of metal were 
gathered on trucks parked at 
Sun City Stadium, during a 
weekend that Morris · _fondly 
recalls. 

"With the exception of win-
ter carnival at Dartmouth, I've 

'.;:. never had a wilder weekend," 
i: he said. "People brought ta­
'i bleware, jewelry and bed 

springs. It was all loaded on 
trucks, melted in Phoenix and 

/ shipped to Holland, where the 
(:,": 

l:s original was created. There, 
it our bell was made." · ' ij . . . t 
~ The bell was rung for the 
'· first t ime on America's bice-

ntennial, and it will reontinue . 
~ ringing on .th_e Fourth of. every 1 

July "as long: as' T inliale and· . 
~xhal,e:' 'Mdrris s,aid: '· . " - · • 
.... I , '°'"'-'• • 
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RinQ That Beirfounder Doug,,~b?u~~.~s, ~
0
i,~~ro, 

founder of the annual Rmg D~l Webb fo; 20 years and 
That Be ll ceremony. worked with him on several 

" Doug was prob;ibly the projects. He would always put 

By JEANNIE JOHNSON 
Staff writer 

Sun City has lost one of its finest public relations pe rsons in his 100 percent before ~e 
great supporters and patriots. and representatives for Sun asked anyone else _to pu~ 111 

· City and certainly for the their 100 percent." 
H. Dougla s "Doug" Morns, United States," said Jerry . Morris had a lifetime of ex-

86. died in his home on Sept. Svendsen, publisher of the perience promoting good 
2. 1996. The native o'. Nova Sun Life Magazine. "Doug was things. His fal'J'lilY moved to 
Scotia, Ca nada , w i ll b e a very patriotic person and 
remembered as Sun City's 1 ► See Family, friends, A6 
gre~ cheerle~-~ers a nd the had a wonderf~! human qua . 

':Family, frie~ds praise Doug Morris 
■ From A1 

the United States when he 
was an infant.' and he went on 
to graduate from Dartmouth 
U nivers ity. He worked in 
a dv e rti s in g 
a nd marketing 
in New York 
City. 

" He was 
one of those 
'50s ad me n 
t hey w r ote 
stories about," 
sa id his son. 
Jack. " He was 
part of that 
gray-flanne l e ra.'' 

Morris 

Jan e Free man , another 
long-tim e Sun City booste r, 
sa id what made Morris so 
good at his job was his grasp 
o f the English language. 

"He had the most marvelous 
way with words of a nyone I've 
ever known ," she said. "To 
hear him speak was like po-
etry." ' 

, · His son backs that up. · 
' "This• was a ma.n who spent 

all · hi s life in commu­
ni cations," he said. "I have 
fil es o f things he produced . . 
He loved the English language 
and had this amazing ability '. 
to write and speak. It made 
him a tough father to argue 

: with. He was quite an orator. 
lie could really s tand up and 
deliver." / 

Morri s and 'his wife, Laura, 
··came to Sun City in 1972. They 

came to join Laur~•s twin sis- be over," she said . "So, r 
ter, Gertrude, . and her hus- everyone in Sun City gathered · 
band. The move came as a bit their scrap metal into a pile 
of a shock to the c}:lildren, and sent it off. It was melted 
Jack said. down and forged into a re p~ 

"Their moving· here struck Jica of the Liberty Bell." 
me a~ a .~adical thing to do,"_ Unlike the Liberty Bell in 
he sa id. They were h ardcore Philade lphia, the replica in 
Easterners. My aunt ~ame Sun City can be rung. Each ' 
?own from Idaho ,_ ~o bas1c~lly Independence Day, hundreds 
1t was ~wo families coming of Sun City residents listen to 
from ~?•le a ways to be to- patriotic songs and speeches. 
ge

th
er ·. S c· d'd ' t and the n line up to ring the · Coming to un 1ty I n b 11 mean retire me nt for Morris. e · 

He became the editor of the Jack, who followed in hi s 
Sun City Citizen which is now father's marketing and ad­
the Sun Cities Independe nt, ve rti s i ng footsteps, • said he 
was an active me mber of the . isn't surprised his father came 
Lions Club and was involved up with such an idea. 
in several projects with Del 
Webb including the Sundome. 

" My dad liked to be busy," 
Jack said. "He was involved in 
a lot of projects out here, and 
he .took his editor job very 
seriously. He also liked work­
ing with De l Webb. He loved 
the concept o( Sun City and 
certainly America. He emb­
raced · our country~· He was 
very, w;,ry American.'' 

His patriotic spirit lives on 
in the annual Ring That Be ll 
ceremony every July 4 at the 
Be ll R ecreation Center. As the 
bi centennial approached, 
,Morris wanted something dif-

"My dad was an idea man," 
he said. "He would ~ome up 
with an idea and run with it. 
Sometimes it was half-baked , 
and other times it was like the 
Liberty Bell · which really 
made a difference in this 
community." 

Morris is survived , by three : 
sons, Charles of Spokane, 
Wash., Chester of Key West, 
F la., and Jack of Atlanta, Ga.; 
a daughter, Sheila Asala of 
Phoenix; nine grandchildren; 
a n d t h r e e g r e a t­
gra n d ch ii d re n . 

ferent for the celebration, No service is planned. Me-
Freeman said. morial s may be sent to the 

"He wanted to do something Lions Club International, 1016 
meaningful , not just a parade ·. N. 32nd St.. Suite 1, Ph(?enix, 
and a few dances and it would 85008. .~ . . :: ' , , - · 

"I•• ► ,• • J• I 
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Retired ... in style 

Salesman/ man of careers/ 

he has served Sun City. well 
By GLENN E. SANBERG 
Doug Morris is a salesman. 
You name it, his advertising 

agencies have sold it: double• 
duty tooth brushes, aspirin with 
a bole in it, Lever Brothers soap, 
Campbell'a soup, Revlon beauty 
product.a, newspaper advertising 
and the sterling campaign quali• 
ties of political candidates. 

Doug's ambition was the gov• 
ernment diplomatic service, but 
like so many turns in his several 
careen, entering government 
service got side-tracked by his 
insatiable desire to learn all be 
could abaout any subject that 
caught his fancy. 

At Dartmouth College it was a 
theme on "The Bank for Interns• 
tional Settlement," which he 
wrote to support a scbolarslilji 
application, thayhanged his 
life. 

"I wrote a letter to the one 
man who knew more about the 
subject than anyone else, Owen 
D. Young," Morris said. 

The fact that Owen D. Young 
happened to be president of Gen­
eral Electric and chairman ofthe 
Bank for International Settle­
ment, didn't seem to bother 
young Morris. 

"I took it for granted he would 
talk to me," he explained. 

Intrigued by the letter, Young 
invited Morris to New York for a 
4 o'clock appointment. Morris 
hitchhiked to New York, and 
met the industrial giant in his 
luxurious suite of offices at the 
appointed time. 

"He was a big man," Morris 
said, "completely at ease, with 
bis coat off displaying a set of 
wide, red suspenders. With his 
feet on the desk, we began to 
talk." 

The half.hour interview lasted 
through dinner and into the late 
evening. It was Young's fatherly 
advice that switched Doug's ca• 
reer into a 180.degree turn. 

Apparently sizing up the en­
thusiasm of his young visitor, 
Young said, "Why don't you wise 
up ... why don't you sell some­
thing?" 

It was this interview that 
helped young Morris sail 
through the scholarship competi• 
tion in New York and be chosen 
one of six students from 456 
applicants to spend a year in 
Europe studying international 
relations. 

When he arrived in Geneva, 
Switzerland, Morris said he felt 
like Marco Polo, the surround­
ings were so strange. 

But it didn't take long for him 

to get into the swing of things, 
and before long he was riding his 
bicycle across Geneva to inter• 
view the great Indian philoso­
pher, Rabindranath Togare. 

Here again, the interview that 
was to last a short time stretched 
into the evening and all through 
the night. 

Back at Dartmouth for his 
final year, Morris began making 
speeches on international rela• 
tions before large groups for hon­
orariums of as much as $500. 
One was the National American 
Legion Convention in Boaton. 

What the brash young colle­
gian bad to say didn't sit well 
with some of the more patriotic 
Legionnaires, and Morris bad to 
be escorted from the convention 
ball by a cordon of police. 

When he returned to the cam• 
pus, Dartmouth's president, Er• 
nest Hopkins Martin, called him 
to his office, where an irate com• 
mittee from the Legion was de­
manding his expulsion. 

"What are you going to do 
about this?" they demanded of 
the president. 

Morris said Martin thought a 
moment, then leaned forward 
and said,"Just as soon as I have 
time, I'm going to get Doug all 
the speaking engagements I 
can .... " 

Born on a farm in Nova Scotia 
in 1910, Doug moved with bis 
parents to Boston when he was 3 
years old, and that is where the 
resilient sinews of growing up 
were formed. 

Life was not always easy, Mor­
ris recalls. 

"My mother ran a boarding 
house, and we were often up at 5 
o'clock in the morning helping," 
he said. He described his parents 
as unschooled, but highly educat­
ed. 

It was Elvira Nichols, his fifth 
grade teacher, who gave him tne 
real zest for learning. 

"She was homely, wore a wig 
that tilted, used pancake make­
up, had a big nose and she 
cracked our knuckles with a rul• 
er," he said, "but I loved her 
because she taught me the joy of 
reading." 

Morris said it was Elvira Ni­
chols who set him on the exciting 
course of studying great men and 
the art of thinking and speaking. 
This led him into radio announc• 
ing and later a highly successful 
career in the advertising agency 
businesa in Boston, New York 
and New Jersey. 

It also sent him searching for 
a community that offered the 
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greateat opportunities for service 
in retirement. Next to finding 
Laura, hia wife of 53 years, be 
considers discovering Sun City 
as one of his greatest accompliah­
ments. 

Since moving to Sun City in 
1972, Morris bas chalked up an 
exhauative list of community 
contributiona: president of the 
Taxpayers A880Ciation as well as 
Republican Forum West, organ­
izer of such milestone celebra• 
tions as the Del E. Webb Statue 
project at Bell Recreation Cen­
ter, the Fourth of July ceremo­
nies, the Rio Salado Community 
College Project, Peoria. School 

·· Advisory Committee and numer• 
ous Lions Club projects. 

As editor of the Citizen for 
four years, his editorials· planted 
seeds that still bear abundant 
fruit. 

A man of many talents, Doug 
Morrie has made an indelible 
imprint on this community. His 
speeches before scores of Sun 
City organizations always get 
top billing. 

His enthusiasm is synoptic 
when asked about the future 
posaibilities of this retirement 
paradise. Its future is limitlesa, 
he contends. 

"Sun City is the most under­
developed city in the nation," he 
saya. "It's time we declared a 
dividend in the form of solutions 
to problems involving our gener­
ation. We have a greater respon• 
sibility than keeping physically 
fit and fighting incorporation .... " 

Doug Morris is still planting 
seeds. 
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··sl111 City twins match memories 
By BRITT KENNERLY 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Gertrude re membe rs pinching he r 
twin, Laura, to keep her still when the two posed for a 
Borden's milk ad that proclaimed "We Sell Satisfac­
tion. " 

More than eight 
·,n• .. 1•1 '-' ~'-'\J..!.l.~E'!f-'SS ___ •. .. decades later, the 

twins, who turn 85 
toda y, arc s til l 
lookin g 011l for 

1'•"'1-<"! each othe r and n•l -
:~l·1f.""' ,-.. • . . . 

··~ 1shing li ves as 1111r-
'i . •,t•. ror images. . 

•,,Hi The oldest or six 
· t'i" children, Gertrude 

George and Laura 
Morris, nee the 
Ottp twins , were 

• borp in Pittsburgh 
and s pent their 
ear\y chi l dhood 
years in James­
town, N.Y. . 

For years , they've 
saved fragile 
photos of thei r 
p e a s -i n -a - p o d 
youth. 

A shot or them 
i-i 1 .. cfff::s. d e c k e d o II l i ll 

w.i=.1.-~---~-~·::.-::;,..' c!.i m a t c h i 11 g h ; 1 t s 

hands hidde n in stylish whi te muffs, is ha ndsome ly 
framed; a picture of them smiling and sporting huge 
hair ribbons pays tribute to their seeming in­
separability. 

"Mother and Father always dressed us alike," Laura 
said. "And sometimes we took advantage of it." 

Luckily, their taste in clothes, from the beginning, 
was very similar, Gertrude said. 

"There'd always be a piece of clothing we both were 
attracted to," she said. "Then when we'd go to buy two 
of the same outfit, they'd say, 'We have one in your 
size and one in a different color in size 16." 

The twins' interest in clothing led them to study 
costume design at Carnegie Tech's (now Carnegie­
Mellon University) Margaret Morrison School. Each 
earned·a bachelor's degree in costume d esign in 1931. 

Looking alike had more than a few benefits at the 
college level. 

One day, when Gertrude was ill with the flu, Laura 
"stepped in" for her sister during an economics test. 

Slephen Chernak/Dally New••Sun 

Twins Gertrude Geo'rge, left, and laura Morris, 
celebrate their 85th birthday today. The pair, left, 

. posed for an ad in the Pittsburgh Press in the late 
'20s. 

"When I went in the room, I didn't know where she 
sat, and someone finally said, 'Why don't you sit 
down?"' Laura said. 

Laura completed the test, but a lso did something h e r 
s is te r hadn't asked her to do. 

She walked home with a boy Gertrude had been 
eye ing - and then told him "I like you too much to 
fool a round." 

"When she told me the truth, I was so mad," 
Gertrude said. "And eve ryone in the class flunked the 
test." 

After graduation , the twins planned to open their 
See Bond brings, A5 
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1···s 'i<Ul'I. City twins match memories 
By BRITT KENNEltL Y 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Gertrude remembers pinching he r 
twin, Laura, to keep her still when the two posed for a 
Borden's milk ad that proclaimed "We Sell Satis fac­
tion." 

More than C'ight 
... •

1 111·.1'1•1.:
1~!~~~~~ ·-···--J decades la te r, the 

twins, who turn 85 
t oday, arc s till 
look in g oul l'o r· 

. each other and rcl -
•i_:\~ ishi~g lives a s mir­
',:fl ror images. 
' ' The oldest of s ix 

children, Gertrude 
George and Laura 
Morri s, nee th e 
Ottp twins, were 

.,1 borp in Pittsburgh 
and spent their 
eariy childhood 
years in James­
town, N.Y. . 

For years, they've 
saved fr ag il e 
photo s of t h c i ,. 
p c a s - i n -a -p o d 
youth. 

A shot of them 
0';,f)~JJdecked out i11 

' · .,, m a t c h i 11 g h a t s 

•';'~ f :Ji:'{i,I t~• 
""-' . ;,1 ( : fJ•~1 

hands hidden in stylish white muffs, is handsome ly 
framed; a picture of them smiling and s porting huge 
hair ribbons pays tribute to their seeming in-
separability. ' 

"Mother and Father always dressed us alike," Laura 
said. "And sometimes we took advantage of it. " 

Luckily, their taste in clothes, from the beginning, 
was very similar, Gertrude said. 

Stephen Chernek/Dally News-Sun 

Twins Gertrude Geo'rge, left, and Laura Morris, 
celebrate their 85th birthday today. The pair, left, 
posed for an ad in the Pittsburgh Press in the late 
'20s. 

"There'd always be a piece of clothing we both were 
attracted to," she said. "Then when we'd go to buy two 
of the same outfit, they'd say, 'We have one in your 
siie and one in a different color in size 16." 

" Whe n I went in the room, I didn't know where she 
sat, and someone finally said, 'Why don't you sit 
down?'" Laura sa id. 

Laura completed the test, but also did something her 
s is ter hadn't asked her to do. 

The' twins' interest in clothing led them to study 
costume design at Carnegie Tech's (now Carnegie­
Mellon University) Margaret Morrison School. Each 
earned·a bachelor's degree in costume design in 1931. 

She walked home with a boy Gertrude had been 
eyeing - and then told him "I like you too much to 
fool around." 

Looking alike had more than a few benefits at the 
college level. 

"Whe n she told me the truth, I was so mad," 
Gertrude said. "And everyone in the class flunked the 
test." 

One day, when Gertrude was ill with the flu, Laura 
"stepped in" for he r sister during an economics test. 

After graduation, the twins planned to open their 
See Bond brings, A5 
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MORTON, Ruth lren~ (Breymann) 
Ruth Iren e (Breymann) 

Morton. 88, passed away 
Tuesday, February 28, 2006, 
in Henderson, Nevada·. 

She was born in Freeport, 
Illinois, to Charles and 
Ragnilda Breymann. Ruth 
graduated from Freeport High 
School in 1935. After m arrying 
her beloved husband, John, in 
1946, they moved to Ph oenix, 
Arizona. where Ruth was the 
Chief Bookkeeper for the Walsh 
Brothers Office Equipment Company. She also 
taught Sunday school for 45 years. After retiring 
in 1981 they moved to Sun City, where Ruth was 
involved in the S un Cities Area Historical Society 
and bowling leagues and enjoyed counted cr oss­
stitching. 

Ruth is survived by seven nieces and nephews; 
eleven grandnieces and grandnephews and seven 
great grandnieces and great grandnephews. 

A visitation will be held from 4:00 to 7:00 P.M. 
Friday, March 31, 2006 at Sunland Mortuary, 
15826 Del Webb Boulevard, Sun City, Arizona, 
623-933-0161. A memo1ial service will be held at 
2:00 P.M. S aturday, April l, 2006 at Fountain of 
Life Lutheran Church, 15630 Del Webb Boulevard, 

. Sun City, Arizona. Interment will be private. 
Memorial donations may be made to Fou ntain of 

Life Lutheran Church or Alzh eimer's Association . 
Visit t his person's Guest Book at 

www.dailynews-sun.com. 
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Del Webb book details 
Sun City's 42-year history 

Every five years he worked 
for Del Webb Corp., John 
Morton received a diamond 
in his service pin. 

Those diamond$ - seven 
in all - are now in a ring 
John's wife, Ruth, wears on 
her finge r. ''My husband 
worked for Webb for 35 years. 
He was an accountant," Ruth 
said. 

The Mortons moved from 
Illinois to Arizona in 1946, 
after the war and before Sun 
City was built. '·John had 
been at Luke (Air Force 
Base). and he liked it," Ruth 
said. "He said, 'Well, when we 
get married, would you con­
sider coming to Phoenix if I 
can get a job there?"' 

He got the job with Del 
Webb. he and Ruth got mar­
ried, and John went on to 
work with the company -
and the man - almost four 
decades. 

'1'o me he's been John, 
but they called him Johnny," 
Ruth recalled. A sketch by 
Reg Man n ing featu r ing 
"Johnny Morton" appears in 
a 1950 edition of The Webb 
Spinner, the Del Webb 
Corp. ·s company publication. 

Ruth donated years worth 
of the Spinner in bound cop­
ies to the Sun Cities Area 
Historical Society, where she 
volunteers. 

The society was founded in 
1989 by, among other people, 
resident Jane Freeman. 

"Jane had the vision 20 
years ago and started accu -
mulating," said Connie 
McMillin, society president. 

A few years later, the soci­
ety moved into the first Del 
Webb model home, at 10801 
Oakmont Ave. Versions of 
that home sold for $8,500 
when Sun City opened on 
J an. I , 1960. Today. the 
home is a wealth of historical 
treasures and fun trivia . 

McMillin, 
Morton and 
other volun ­
teers delight 
in telling visi­
tors the vari­
ous stories 
about Webb 
and his devel­
o pm e n t, 
which didn't 
have a name 
u n t il two 
months 
before it 
opened. 

·"The bill-

Katv 
O'Gradv 

Your 
Turn 

boards just had a question 
mark. There was a big con­
test to name Sun City," 

McMillin said. 
Officials with the com­

pany that was given the 
task of collecting and par­
ing down the contest 
entries, and ultimately 
choosing the development's 
name, were stunned when 
Webb came in and saw 
some of the names, pointed 
to the Sun City entry and 
said, "Oh , I like Sun City," 
Morton said. 

"They put up a big fight 
about that because they 
were being paid to name 
it," she said. · 

Details of the exchange 
can only be guessed now, 
but the fact is, Webb got 
his way, and opening day 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Connie McMillin , left and Ruth Morton have loads of "Del 
Webb: The Man. The Company" books to line the shelves of 
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society. 
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for Sun City was more sue- ·· Man. The Company." "· •),. ,11:30,-3:30 p.m ... ~ Tuesday 
cessful_ · .t~a~ ·rum:me couJd ,' •. ,11:he: pook was firsr pub.- '·, i:th~ou~h Ftjd,ay[ The, soc~etY, 
ha:e predrc~ed. ·11 ,,, ( ,.,,. Jished,,lll,.,1991, ,but, 8,bo'l!,t .. also ••li\ dpen,.py appoint-

There were :· so m_any 250 copies of the newer .ver,- '1 men,t. 1 A~µii~1319n1.,is free 
that first .da~ they r~ o.ut ~, ~~o~ ,'?{.ef.e ~i;eated les~ ·than l, ap!l d_q~a~1ons,_ar~ welc<?I?e: · 
of sal.es. shps, Mort~n sa1d1 ~ ~o :r,ears ,-ago . . Many, were :Ji 1'0 ,~cp~dul~ ·~ / ~ppomt­
McM1llm said people· took .¢"lgiven·= to , company execu-. ' mert or for .-more· mforma­
slip.s. · of re~8.ll paper wi~h ·. tiv_es" and oth~r k~y· :peopl~;. r..·• tfon about. pu.rc?~sipg_ "Del 
their deposit· amo,un~ wnh and , the . rest went' ·to the· ', Webb: The' Man.·.Tli1;i Com-

. ten on tliem as, proof they'd .• his~orical sqciety, which ,is ·pany/,'· cal~ 97,4-2568. · · · 
purchased_ a W, ebb home1 , 1 selfu?.g, _them for . $f5 a~ a · '·To sub"!-it: news 'for "Your · 

Fopowmg ,!D,~1 Webb ; _fund~;ruser, ~<:Millm s~d., . Turn,':' e-mail K(Lty O'Grady 
Cori:~- s ,.,merge, . wi~h . P,ul~~l' 

1 
, ~e1Sµn_ 91ties Area His~ ·. ~t kogrady@aztrib.com,,· fax 

. Homes, ~h~, q1s~q:r1s~I .~oc1-,.:· topc~l., S9q1ety's summer. 1J to 1876-3698;ilmail,,to-Daily 
. ety was given: about 150 '.}).ours, through Labor, Day; I-' News-Sun : Attn-··· Your ' 

copies of the re:vamp·e'd' i:•are 10 'a'.m·. to noon Friday· Turn 1oio2) .. s-d~ta Fe . 
boo~ by, ~ arg~et Finner-' ·'•a~d Sa_t~rday. After ,Sept. , ··.D.ripe; Sun:.,City; 4Z..85351; 
ty titled/De}, Webb: The · 1·2, r~gular-·hours resume: or call 876-2514. 

THE WEBB SPINNER 

~t-JeE SE-rfLED GI 
HIG AJ5f-WAR WEBS 
CO. JOB, JOHI-JNY 
DECIDED 10 WED, 
MADE A 'QUlCKIE' 
WEEK-El-JD, l<DI.Jl-4D·TR1P -
/:UGHi 10 FREECOZ(, 
ILL., AIJD BROUGKf 
BACK HIS Wil=E, RVfH. 
~y 11-IEYRE PRE· 
PARH-IG ro oeeuPY A BfAU· 
11FUL NEW HOME.st 3601 f..l, 15"' 
0121~. MOl<T'OH'5 HO~BIES ARE 
BOWLING 44.l 6:::U-LAWN· 
MONI't-.!/3 ~E~1-AND HE'S 
PARfWULARL'I PROUD OF A 
17 &It, ,HE &JC!Af.JIO LINK'S-

UGH- WELCOME 
10; 1-{JC.~ At<IlO/.JA ,, . 

October, 1950 

'!ooAY HES (JIJE a: ~ eHW<FUL rotK i.i. 1\-l!: 
N.Arn OffleE AC!eOJl,lilNG vfl'I: A l-¼111/E OF 
SAL.EM, ILL., HE A11HIDED HI6H 6d-lOOL It, 
eHAMPAI6N /UtJl WA$ 6RADUA1'ED It, 19o7 FmA~ 
l«t UN1VEJ<511-v 0: ILL11-J015, WHERE HE PADDLED 
WffH VAQ5J"N 5WV.,,,.V.ER6. \VHEij~ /,J:,f l=II-IAI-JCE 
DEPT. 50-lf HIM "<. 19421'0 ~ A.JO A~\J Allot 
e;A6E, HE "--l 2 '3:JMPAIH.ONG l.Al-JDED ~ GILA 
BEND~ A 6Ul..11<-i JULY 4 , EI--J'1'RA1NUJ6 FOR 
AJO 00 \.IMA'f SEEMED LIKE 1HE 1'()()1.JERVILLE 
1W.LEV. 6ECAU5E t1' WA6 JAMV,£0 WlfH CELE· 
8.U.1100 HJDIAl-15, JOHNNY.u-l Hl6 PAL5 
RODE Wiil-1 ~ E 8-IGINEeQ, 'M-1O t2ELAT'ED 
~RlLLlNG 1ALE6 10 -rHE EA51ERfJE~ OF 
HON n.JDJAl-15 <It i1ME5 AV&J5HED THf 1RA1N 
~ if.lE DESEIZ(, JOHNNY ~IOEO 1HEf.l HE 
RE.ALL'I WA6 lN~WlLO WE61• • ..., 



Jo l,11 L. ci ll d l<tlt ll IL 

Mo, 1,1 11 Aw, 11 d 

1 lw J,,1111 L. ,md Ruth ll l\lorlP11 
\\\,lid h,h ll'll'nll\ lw,·n l';.t,,h­

h,.lwd t,, 1>nn Ilk,., hPl,,r,.h,p 
-.uppnrt h> <..nnllnl'l'l l' ,,111denh 
111,IJl>Jlllg 111 ,K(lHllll,11ll\' ,111d 
bu-.111e-.,- ,1dnllllblr,1t1011 "i\ 1,;ood 
111,1111 y,n1111,; penple ,,111 11:,e the 
h,·lp," 11<>ll'd l{uth l\ lortPn, who 
1,· .. •111h \ ,-.1 ll',I till' lllllhlh l,1111 
1>11:,, .,11,I 1.111-.ed \\'I th /11-.,x/1/ .,buut 
the ,11\ .ud, m,1de •"' ,1 tnhule lo 
her l,1te hu:,b,111d . 

jnhn I\ lorton grew up in 
Champ,1ig11 i111d grMluated from 
Cn111111en:c in 1917 with a 13.S. 111 
,iccm111tc111Cy. While at Illinois he 
played the snu:,aphone in the 
U ot I lvl,1rd1111g B,111d. "" bdittcd 
h,,, upbri111,;111g in c1 mu:,ica l fcim-
11\· An ,1, 1d :,w1mmc1 througho ut 
l11:, life, he wa;, c1bo a member of 
the u111\0cr:,1 l} :,1, 1111 team. 111:, 
:..1ster,;, [:le.inm 13u:,ch .ind the l,1te 
Louise Ad.erman, both a ttended 
lllimu:.. ,1;, 1,cll. 

,\itcr gr,1duc1t1011, John l\ lnrtnn 
\\l'l1t t,1 I\ orl,.. ,it 13urgco-s l3i1ttery 
Lomp,111) 111 1-recport, 11111101s, 
1, hcre he md Ruth lrenL' 
llre\'m,11111, Im, futmc spou;,e. 
b ·entu,1lly, hte wa;, to le.id them 
t.ir tmm thc 1'11dwesl, IP the 
bri1,;ht ,rnd hmitle:,s de:,ert hori-
11111s ot Antona. \Vhen a lengthy 
... tnl,..e p.ir.ilytL'd the llurge:,,, 
"l'l'r,11 ll u1 . I\ ln rtun :..nught wnrl,.. 
,1 1 the US. Ord11,11ice Depot 111 

lndi.111,1, then 1oined the ;\ir Force 
.1-. ., -.t,1 tl ,111d1 tnr 111 l'J.J2 I le- w,i,, 
t,r,-t d1-.1),1td1ed to Luke held, 
,1111-.,d,· l'hlll"""· tollowed b) 
... 1.111<111" 111 el\ '1 ort.. ,ind l\11am1. 
111 1•1 lh lw 1d11n1l'd to Cl\ 1h,1n lite 
,111d l11 l'hol'l11>., 10111111g the l)el L 
\\ebb<.. ,m,-trud1011 ( o., as ,111 
,tl·cm111t,111t I hc t1111111g ,, .,-. phc-
1111111L·n,1I - .ilrc,,d) ,I h1ghh re­
g.1nkd Cllt1!-.ln1L t11,11,1utl1t, the 
",mp,111) "., ... -.nnn tn emh,11 I,.. nn 
JIil', 11·,1l11111 Ill till' l,>hlllrn1,I\ 
-.u(ll'::.~lul !:,un <...11) u1ncq)t Un 
!:>cptc111bcr I 111 th,1 t ye.ir, he and 
Ruth were m.irncd 111 frl'eport, 
her hometown. On September 2, 
they were 111 Phoernx - "Nn time 
tor a honeymoon!" smiled Ruth, 
wh,) wen t to work not long ,1 fter 
111 the account mg d ep.irtment o f 
\ \ ,1bh Bro:,. Oifh:e Equipment. 

20 • Commerce lnS ight/ Anmml Hcpo,t f"\ 1949 

Dcvclopmt!nt • 19 

1<111/1 n11cl /<1/111 /lfor/<111 

In 1981, ,1 fter thirt)1-five year:, in 
the company'~ accounting depart­
ment, John Morton retired from 
Del Webb. Ruth ,1bo retired from 
\V.ibh that year, c1iter a tenure 1ust 
;.1x months ;,hortcr than her hus­
b,rnd 's. Thl' tollmving j.inuary, 
the Mortons moved from Phoenix 
to Sun City. Very acllve in the 
Luther,111 Chmch, they enjoyed a 
bu;,y .ind contented lifestyle for 
many yea r;.. The couple celebrilted 
thetr fiftie th wedding anniversary 
on September I, 1996. john died the 
tollow1ng ye.ir, on October 7, 1997. 

Long f,1sc1n,1 tcd by the Del Webb 
phL•nonwntu1, !{11th 1s ,1 membe r ot 
thl' l)(),1nl 111 the ~1111 C1 t1c~ /\re,1 

His torirnl Society, which is 
hou<;cd in the community's very 
first nu,dl•I honw, built in 1959 
and mm a rq,\1sterl'd historical 

l.ind111.1rk 

They were .ilso members o f the 
Sun Cities lll1ni C lub, 1111d Ruth 
has sen ed as dub treasurer. She 
no ted th.it tl1l' inspiration for the 
Mo rton Aw;:ird came from .in 
earlier contributio n shL' made to 
the Walter Breymann Scho larship 
in I lis tory, e~tablished in LAS in 
memory t1f her late brother. An 
lllim1is gradu.itL', who held Ph.D. 
(''10) and 1\1 /\ ('47) degrees in 
history ,111d a 13 S. ('41 ) in t•duca­
tion, Walter 13reymann was a 
history professor ;it Drake 
Uni\'crsity in LJes Moines. I le 
died in 199.J . 

" I began thinking, ' Why not a 
scholarship in john's 11.ime, too?"' 
Ruth observed. "john himself lost 
hi, f.ithl·r when lie w.i-; only ll'n 
\L'i11s 11ld. I !is mothl'r t.iught 
p1,1111, t11 supp1>rl tlw l,1111il y. I k 
wa-. the sort of student , 0 11 1,·m,ld 
want to give a scholarship to -
a desen ing student of high .ica­
demic .ichie1 ement. John and I 
didn't ha1e any children of l>u r 
own. /\nd ce, t.iinly thl're .i , l' ,1 lot 
of h.ird-wor\..111g, o ung peoplt' 
who c,111 u,e soml' i\ssistance." 

Till' john L. and Ruth 13 r--1l1rll 111 

Fmlowment wi ll gn,w l',1d1 , L'.11', 
th rough a requi,ed 111111111111111 
distribution from 1111 IRA 111 Joh11,; 
estate. " It's money l 1e.ill) don 't 

need in addition tu the 11the1 a,­
scts we accumulated," noted Ruth 
" And the taxes .ire e liminated 
each vear since it 's ii ch .irit;iblt• 
gift .',-l{uth fl-l'I, th.it ;i,-.i-.t111g 
deser\'ing students who need 
financial help i<; so import .int thill 
she also made the cmhm 111ent .i 

p,irlli.1 I bcncficia ry 11f t hr I IV\ 111 

her own estate. Thn>u~h ,uch 
generosity and fort•,ight, the 
endowll1L'nt will e, entu;ill\ 111-
crcase to the s ix-figure IL'I l'I 
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VF- Perso~alities M JOJ-JN LOUJS Jl1VRTVN 
· Ja11ua1y 18, 1915 - October 7, 1997 

Ellen Esther anc;I Elvin Renwick Morton had a family of three children: Louise was born in 
1904; Jolm Louis came ten years later on January 18, 191 5; and Eleanor Frances in 1919. The 
follo~ing year their father died at the age of 49 in Salem, lllinois. 

The family then moved to Champaign, lllinois where all three children received their 
education, incJuding degrees from the University of Illinois. The entire family was very 
involved in music; John played the ~-lnme-111 the U of 1 Marching Band. In 1937 he 
graduated with a BS in Accountancy. sousaphone 

His first job was with Burgess Battery Company in Freeport, Illinois . . In 1941 he was forced to 
look elsewhere when a strike by the factory workers stopped production for a lengthy period of 
time. He then went to work for a year in an ordinance depot in Indiana. On April 17. 1942 he 
was inducted into the U.S. Army. He spent four years as an auditing officer at Luke rield. 
Arizona, in New York City, and Miami, Florida. He received his discharge as a Warrant 
Officer, Junior Grade on May 3, 1946. 

Sine~ he didn't have a job to return to, he decided to try his luck in Arizona. Ile was fortunate 
lo find employment with what was then called the Del E. Webb Construction Company and 
started to work on May 22nd

. 

On September I, 1946, he married Ruth Breyma1m, whom he had met at Durgess Uattery 
Company in Freeport, Illinois. They returned to Phoenix and have lived in Arizona for 51 yenrs. 
He retired from the Del Webb Corporation in 1981 afier 35 years in their accounting 
department. It was in January 1982 that they moved to Sun City. 

Ruth transferred · her church affiliation from Christ Church Lutheran in Phoenix to 
Fountain of Life in Sun City. Since JoJm had never been confirmed in the Lutheran 
faith, Pastor Marquardt gave him instructions, and confirmed him in December 1983. 

Up until ten years ago he had been an avid sports fan. Ruth and Jolm had season tickets to ASU 
football and basketball for almost 30 years. He enjoyed golfing, swimming, and bowling - as 
well as travelling. 

In early 1995 he began showing signs of early dementia, which continued until the time of his 
death. It was in February 1997 that his doctor suggested that he go to a care center afier having 
an episode that required hospitalization. It was at Plaza del Rio's secure unit, freedom J !all, 
that he had a fall on September 30th

, which resulted in a broken hip. The surgery was 
successful, but Jolm did not respond, and he died a week later at the Sun l lealth Hospice 011 

October 7th
• 

His sister, Louise, died in Phoenix in 1957 at the age of 53 . His mother lived with John and 
Ruth for 19 years where she taught piano. She died at the age of 93 in 1970. I lis sister Eleanor 
Busch is still living in Phoenix. 
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' Mrs. John Morton 
9917 W . Sandstone Dr. 

Sun City, AZ 85351 

September 16, 1999 

Sun Cities Area Historical Society 
10801 Oakmont Ave. 
Sun City, AZ 85351 

Attn: Phyllis Street 

Dear Phyllis, 

During the 35 years (1946-1981) that John 
worked for Del Webb he accumulated several IRA's 
that are now combined into one invested in an 
American Skandia Annuity at Wells Fargo. Since he 
passed away in October 1997, it is now in my name. 
However, I don't anticipate the need for it id 
addition to the Trust that we had also established, 
so I have chosen to change the beneficiary to just 
charitable organizations and foundations. 

Since John was just as proud of Del Webb and 
the Sun City projects as I am, I have chosen to have 
five percent given to our Historical Society. But 
don't plan on getting it too soon for I continue to 
be blessed with good health! 

I'm also enclosing a copy of his obituary and a photo 
of both of us taken in 1984 that you may like to have 
in the files. 

Sincerely, m~ J?uz,l g 
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'I've lived a long ,ime . 
. . through two wars .. : . 
. ~iding in· carriage~, ;./ I · . 

, and cars and sp~1;1~i~_g j, ' 
Sunday afternoons:<:~·•,.. 
watching airplanes and 
wondering if they 
would fall.' · ,; 

Mary M~shie~ 1 

i 

CAREER ·PIONEER - Mary 
Baluk Moshier, · 84, shows 
one of the. hundred or more 
patents she prepared and 

'' prosecuted for the Monsanto 
Research Inc. beginning 
during World War II. The 
one in the foreground was 
for a non-foaming dete­
rgent. 

I 



By P. ATWOOD WILLIAMS 
Daily News.sun staff 

SUN CITY - Mary Moshier 
didn't pay any attention to her 
boss's advice. 

In 1936 the chemistry major 
with library credentials was 
hired in a company with a rule 
against women doing laboratory 
work. 

But Moshier ended up doing 
work that most .women at the 
time did not do. 

In 1967 she retired after years 
of service as a patent attorney 
in Monsanto Chemical Co. in 
Dayton, Ohio. 

"During my tenure you pre­
pared and prosecuted some of 
the most difficult chemical cases 
. . . for many months your 
docket of pending cases was the 
largest in the Dayton group, 
and I dare say the largest in the 
company-wide department as 
well," wrote a former boss, H.J. 
Krase, of LaJolla, Calif., when 
she retired. 

He commented how she had 
done a full day's work, driven to 
night school and back for four 
years to become a lawyer after 
being a patent agent. And 
Moshier, 84, is justifiably 
pleased with her accomplish­
ments. 

In the office of her Sun City 
condominium, she keeps her 
scrapbooks and files with ar­

. ticles from the Monsanto Mag­
azine in 1945 which show her as 
the only women with 11 men in 
the Monsanto patent depart­
ment nationwide. 

"I was always treated very 
nicely by the men in the workp­
lace." In fact she said she lead 
an almost charmed life. There-" 
was enough money for her to 
have a housekeeper and to send 
her two sons to a progressive 
university run nursery school so 
that she could continue to work. 

And she was proud of her 
husband, the late Dr. Ross W. 
Moshier. Whenever his work as 
chemical research administrator 
took him away from Dayton, she 
was given a leave of absence. 
She displays his commendation 
for work on the Manhattan 
Project (the atomic bomb).· 

The Montsano patents she 
filed for were for herbicides, 
fungicides, bacteriostats, dete­
rgents, coatings, plastics, lubri­
cants, gasoline anti-knock age­
nts, hydraulic fluid and many 
other things. 

Mary Baluk grew up in Gary, 
Ind., and when she told her 9th 
grade teacher she wanted to be 
a secretary, the teacher insisted 
she should be somebody who 
had a secretary working for her. 

Mary took two years of chem­
istry in high school and went to 
work for the public library 
which sent her to library school 
one summer. There she waited 
on tables at a fraternity house 
where one of the residents was a 
graduate chemistry school stu­
dent whose dedication to his 
studies inspired her. 

He later earned a top inter­
national chemistry prizC;l and 
she continued her studies in 
chemistry at Texas Christian 
University in Ft. Worth "partly 
because it was in the coolest 
part of the building, the base­
ment," she said. 

She moved to Arkansas and 
earned , her college degree in 
1929 and returned to Gary to 
teach English. After a year at 
the University of Chicago 
Graduate Library School, she 
got the job at Montsano. 

While working there in the 
library, she co-authored a book 
with her boss in December, 
1941. And she married Ross 
Moshier who eventually retired 
from the aerospace research Ia-

boratory. They moved to Tucson 
and then to Scottsdale where 
she continued to work as a con­
sultant for Monsanto and also 
on projects for a patent at­
torney. 

The couple moved to Sun City 
in 1971 and began to participate 
fully in the leisurely life style of 
golfing, ballroom and square 
dancing, lapidary and oil paint­
ing. They were founding mem­
bers of All Saints of the Desert 
Episcopal Church. 

She is a member of many 
lawyer and university groups 
and social organizations. After 
Ross died, Mary gave up her 
part-time patent work. 

"I've lived a long time ... 
through two wars ... riding in 
carriages and cars and spending 
Sunday afternoons watching 
airplanes and wondering if they 
would fall." 
. "I worked during the Depres­
sion. My hu~band and I sent my 
three brothers to school and 
later our two sons. In those days 
families took care of each other 
and my mother lived here with 
us." 

Like today's "supermothers" 
Mary Moshier said she felt 
guilty at first when she went 
back to work after the birth of 
her sons. But she remembers 
scrounging materials to help her 
son Steve with science experi­
ments and how they made a 
radio transmitter together and 
she passed the novice test for 
ham radio operators. The whole 
family worked on projects on the 
dining room table. 

She thinks that the modern 
generation has failed its chil­
dren because so many are not 
even learning to read. 

"We have to worry who is 
going to take over the world," 
she said. 
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Handicap does not r-inder resident's scholastic pursuits 
at scnce, he says. 

By PEG KEITH 
Sun Cities Independent 

He mainrains a posirive ourlook on life. and exhibits an e.tpansi,·e 
regard for w world at large. 

Not unusual, even in the hectic world of the '80s. . 
He has no formal education. In/act, he's a third-grade dropou1. 
But he's the featured speaker for the Rio Salado Community Col-

lege graduation thi~ week. . 
He had no in1tntwn of gemng a degru. 
His biography can be seen in "Who's Who Amo~g Students in 

American Junior Colleges," and he was named to Phi Theta Kappa, 
national honorary for two-year colleges. His two IQ tests, the first 
taken at age 14. and the second at age 74. scored practically the same, 
and placed him in the top 5 percent of !hose exarmned. 

He has /i11le tiniefor "handicaps," and says. "you can't lose what 
you never had." . . . . . . 

What William Mower has 1s rheumatoid anhnus. He lives, studies, 
works and plays within the confines _o~ _a wheelchair. But _his 
productive. recreatio~al and voluntary acuv1u~s a~ stones tossed mto 
a pond, crtaling the npple-effect of an ever-widerung world. 

"I have a little philosophy," says Mr. ~ ower. " It seems to me that, 
observing mrel f ·and other people, a burden docs not become bur­
densome until it's resented." 

He continu~. "If you can accept it, it's not so bad , but when it be­
comes traumauc. you begin to reject, not only the situation, but the 
person involved." · . . . 

He sometimes feels fortunate that he was disabled earty m life. 
"When a person ages, he loses so many things -- spouse. often. 

children, through distance. And, at least in one's own mind -- and in 
actuality -- as a person ages, ~e loses mobility'. loses the respect of 
society, becomes a 'has-been, s uffers depression and loss of sclf-
esteem. 

"I have learned that I could not lose," he says. "You can't lose 
what you never had." 

He concedes two points. 
"Intellectually, I realize I lost along the way ... accomplishments, 

marriage, children ... but when life centers around intellectual things, 

A' There were seven children in his family, six boys. "Our sister gave 
·· us a hard time," he recalls. Among his blessings were a brilliant fa­

... 
WILLIAM MOWER 

I'm not losing as I get older. I'm gaining. 
"So many people figure, after 50, you begin falling apart. It could 

be true, but it's not necessarily so." 
The second thing he "lost," is the pain that is so much a part of 

arthritis. That, he says, is behind him. 

Mr. Mower grew up in Chicago. During his school-age years . 
educational facilities for the handicapped were notable by their ab-

ther and a great mother. 
While he lacked formal education, he did a lot with crossword 

puzzles, had a shelf of good books, listened to the University of 
Chicago on radio, studied speeches and instructional things. 

He moved to Sun City 12 years ago. And, in 1984, he found out 
about the opportunities for homebound studies with Rio Salado 
Community College. 

"I had some misgiving," he says. "I did ii because there was an in­
clination, within myself." 

The first course he took was English 101. Since then he has studied 
psychology, sociology, five or six business courses, management 
relations, personal finance and investment 

Turning to look at people and nations, he delved into medieval, 
western, modem and post-Civil War American History. 

With particular interest in communication, he has studied dynamic 
listening (with interpersonal communication, verbal, spatial and body 
language) and critical reading. "You don't believe everything you 
hear," he says. 

Mr. Mower has taken courses in political science, astronomy and 
earth sciences. \ 

One course, in parenting a handicapped child, gave him a new per­
spective on what he calls impairments. 

His personal experiences enriched the classwork for fellow stu­
dents throughout the Valley, from Chandler, Williams Air Force 
Base, Phoenix, Mesa and Tempe, to Sun City. 

Rio Salado uses the teleconferencing system, and students have 
voice contact, even though they can't see each other. Graduation, for 
some, will be an opportunity to meet and get acquainted. 

Course work is carried out in a variety of ways, through corre­
spondence (under some situations) to audio cassettes and taped and 
televised lectures. . 

Examinations are adapted to the nature of lhc students' specific dis­
abilities. he says. A visually impaired person would not take an exam 

See MOWER, page three 
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Handicap does not hinder resident's scholastic pursuits 
, .• _ - ....__,.,. .,, - .- scnce, he says. 

By PEG KEITH 
Sun Cities Independent 

He maintains a positive OU/look on life. and exhibits an e.1pansice 
regard for the world at large. 

Not unusual, even in the hectic world of the '80s. 
He has no f ormal education. lnfact. he's a third-grade dropout. 
But he's the featured speaker for the Rio S alado Community Col-

lege graduation this week. 
He had no inlention of getting a degree. 
His biography can be seen in "Who's Who Among Students in 

American Junior Colleges," and he was named to Phi Theta Kappa, 
national honorary for two-year colleges. His two IQ tests, the fi rst 
taken at age I 4, and the second at age 74 . scored practically the same, 
and placed him in the top 5 percent of those examined. 

He has little tiniefor "handicaps," and says. "you can 't lose what 
yo11 never had." 

What William Mower has is rheumatoid anhritis. He lives, studies, 
works and plays within the confi nes o f a wheelchair. Bui hi s 
productive. rec reational and voluntary activities arc s tones tossed into 
a pond, crtaling the ripple-effecl of an eve r-widening world. 

"I have a li!Ue philosophy," says Mr. Mowe r. " II seems 10 me 1ha1, 
observing my~elf ·ancl o the r people , a burden docs not become bur­
densome until it's resented." 

He continu~ . "If you can accept it, it's not so bad, but when it be­
comes tr.iumauc, you begin to reject, not only the situation, but the 
person involved." 

He sometimes feels fonuna1c that he was disabled early in life. 
"When a person ages, he loses so many things •· spouse, often. 

children, through distance. And, at least in one's own mind •· and in 
actuality-· as a person ages, he loses mobility, loses the respect of 
society, becomes a 'has-been.' suffers depression and loss of self. 
esteem. 

" I have learned that I could not lose." he says. " You can't lose 
what you never had." 

He concedes two points. 
" Intellectually, I realize I lost along the way ... accomplishmems. 

marriage, children ... but when life centers around in1ellcc1ual things. 

... 
WILLIAM MOWER 

r m not losing as I get older. rm gaining. 
"So many people figure, after 50. you begin falling apan. It could 

be true, but it's not necessarily so." 
The second thing he "lost," is the pain that is so much a pan o f 

anhritis . That, he says, is behind him. 

Mr. Mower grew up in Chicago . During hi s school-age years. 
educational facilities for the handicapped were notable by their ab-

Tilere were seven children in his family, six boys. "Our sister gave 
us a hard time," he recalls. Among his blessings were a brilliant fa. 
lher and a great mother. 

While he Jacked formal education, he did a lot with cross word 
puzzles, had a shelf of good books, listened to the University of 
Chicago on radio, studied speeches and instructional things. 

He moved to Sun City 12 years ago. And, in 1984, he found out 
aboui the opportunities for homebound studies with Rio Salado 
Community College. 

" I had some misgiving," he says. "I did ii because there was an in­
clination, within myself." 

The first course he took was English 101. Since then he has studied 
psychology, sociology, five or six business courses, management 
relations, personal finance and investmenL 

Turning to look at people and nations, he delved into medieval, 
western, modem and post-Civil War American History. 

With particular interest in communication, he has studied dynamic 
listening (with intcrpersopal communication, verbal, spatial and body 
language) and critical reading. "You don't believe everything you 
hear," he says. 

Mr. Mower has taken courses in political science, astronomy and 
eanh sciences. \ 

One course, in parenting a handicapped child, gave him a new per­
spec tive on what he calls impairments. 

His personal experiences enriched the classwork for fellow stu­
dents throughout the Valley, from Chandler, Williams Air Force 
Ba,se , Phoenix, Mesa and Tempe, to Sun City. 

Rio Salado uses the teleconferencing system, and students have 
voice contact, even though they can't see each other. Graduation, for 
some, will be an opportunity to meet and get acquainted. 

Course work is carried out in a variety of ways, through com:­
spondence (under some situations) to audio cassettes and taped and 
televised lectures. 

Examinations are adapted to the nature of the students' specific dis­
abilities. he says. A visually impaired person would not take an exam 

See MOWER, page time 
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SC painter's appreciation of art 
brushes off on those he teaches 
By P. ATWOOD WILLIAMS Copper mine painted in 1980 

Staff Writer on a piece of copper. 
Many of those bright land­

scape., line the wall of his Sun 
City family room: scenes of the 
coasts I village of · HonFleur, 
the Chateau at Chenonceaux 
over the Cher River, Lake An­
necy in the Swiss Alps, the 
Cathedral at Blois, outside the 
walls of Cnrcassonne and the 
lake in Geneva, Switzerland. 

When school's out Karl Prior to his Australian posi-
Mueller gets out his brushes lion, he spent seven years in 

, and begins painting land• Europe, studying art in Swit.z-
scapes. erland and Germany, while 

He's wielded his brushes on struggling with the German 
three continents-North Amer- language. He also had the op­
ica, Europe and Austral- porlunily-to paint in France. 
ia-thanks to his past career as / "I have always been im­
an oil executive. pressed by Claude Monet," he 

"I used to be sorry that I admitted. And many of the 
wasn't painting full time, landscapes in his home rc0ecl 
doing what I aways wanted to Monet's style and are teslimo­
do, but now I realize I was ny to this admiration. 
lucky," said this Sun City He also admired the four art 
painter who is currently teach- instructors he had while livini: 
ing art and art appreciation in Australia, like Desiderius 
courses at ASU-Sun Cities. Orban, then a 96-year-old 

"So many artists were total- teacher. One of Orban's books, 
ly dedicated and wme starved What ls Art All About, is 

~ to buy a tube of paint," he marked with paperclips and 
recalled. "I couldn't have widely used as material for 
raised four children as an art- Mueller's classes al ASU. 
ist." He feels his finest teacher, 

Mueller was born in Chica- though, was Mitzi Finey, who 
go, but a year later his archi• started two of Mueller's three 
tect father and actress mother sons oli careers as artists when 
moved to Hollywood. His falh• they were in high school. (The 
er was the art director for the third son is an actor, and his 
Maurice Tournier studio, daughter has her own clothing 
where he produced sets for business.) 
films like Treasure Island. His While in Australia Mueller 
mother appeared with Richard studied at the Royal Art Socie­
Dix in several films. ty of Sydney, and afler an 

Mueller's own artistic talent unsuccessful submission of 
showed up early in life. He three pieces of work, he was 
took his first art lesson in accepted as a member aner his 
kindergarten. second try. 

But when his parents di- "I retired eight years early 
vorced, he moved to Lafayette, in order to get on with my art," 
Ind., with his mother, who sup- he said, adding that two years 
ported the family by teaching later in 1975 the Arabs staged 
acting lo children. There their fi rst oil embargo, which 
Mueller studied science at Pur- made him glad to be out of the 
due University and graduated oil business. 
during the Depression. Back in the United States, 

His first formal art study he pursued his art, studying at 
came during summers in col- the Santa Barbara Art lnsti­
lege when he studied in Brown lute, where he volunteered as 
County, Ind., with American their business manager. "I 
impressionist landscape paint- learned how not to run an art 
er Curry Bohm. school," he smiled. 

Mueller then got a job with In 1975 he returned to Eu-
Standard Oil of Indiana where rope for six weeks, to travel 
he rose through the ranks to wilh a son who had just earned 
become president of Amoco a Masters at the Sorbonne in 
Australia. He also was the only France. Because they were 
subject to be illustrated with driving a tiny Citroen car, he 
color in the Amoco newsletter. carried only 8-by-10-inch can­
An article featured many of his va8e8 and painted 21 of them 
paintings, including a large as ~ey camped around the 
landscape of the Bagdad, Ariz., country. 

While on this European trip 
he met Chicago-born artist 
Joan Mitchell, whom he visited 
at her home and studio at 
Vetheuil, on the Seine river 
north of Paris. 

Joan Mitchell-a former 
home of Mueller's favorite art­
ist, Monet-has lived in France 
since 1959. She is one of the 
three greatest living American 
women artists, along with He­
len Frankenlhaler and Georgia 
O'Keeffe, explained Mueller. 

Since moving to Sun City in 
1979 (because of his wife's 
Martha's arthritis and high 
California taxes), he has been 
leaching painting at the R.H. 
Johnson Recreation Center. 
For the last two years he has 
taught modern art apprecia­
tion classes nt ASU-Sun Cities 
and one class a month al Rev­
lon's Maine Chance Resort in 
Scottsdale. , 

"It takes me six months lo l 
research and lake 800 slides , 
for each new course I leach," · 
he stated. 

For artist O'Keeffe-the sub­
ject of his April 12 lecture al 
the Sun Cities Art Museum 
League luncheon-it took 
Mueller four months of re­
search. He boiled down his two­
hour presentation (one hour of 
biography and one hour of 59 
slides) to an hour. 

Mueller did all his own slide 
preparation, laying the materi­
al to be copied out in the sun to 
photograph his own slides. He, 
then sat in his livingroom al a 

· card table that held an open 
notebook, O'Keeffe text and 
timer. Mueller would write for 
a _few moments in longhand, 
the timer wo_uld go off and he ; 
would then read his text aloud 
to gauge how long he could 
lecture. 

O'Keeffe is one of the group 
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Surrounded by his own art and that of Australian painter 
Frederic Bates, Kori Mueller complete.s his Georgia 
O'Keeffe lecture. (News-Sun photo by P. Atwood Williams) 

of modern American painters, 
including John Marin, Arthur 
Dove and Marsden Hartley, 
who felt that Alfred Steiglitz 
was the center of their world. 

Mueller sees one of Georgia 
O'KeefTe's 1937 large nower 
paintings monthly a t the 
Maine Chance Resort. He said 
her work defies catagorization: 
JOme is abstract, some semi­
ibstract and some surrealistic. 
He will share some of the de­
:ails of her personal life with 
1is April 12 audience. 

As for his own art, Mueller 
felt it has always been a kind 
3f pleasant retreat from the 
international oil business. 
Some of the most personally 
1atisfying works are his 

{:

ch landscapes, said this 
president of the Vanguard 

ists, a · group of profession­pa who show at area country 

clubs and an eye clinic. 
If hiis students in the ASU­

Sun Cities classes are any indi­
cation, his modern art appre­
ciation courses are a pleasant 
retreat, too. 

"He has the abi lity to make 
you feel that he is speaking to 
you as an individual rather 
than as a class," said one stu­
dent. 
. A gentleman who had first 

been dragged to classes by his 
wife recently said the art 
course had "opened a new ave­
nue of interest for him." 

Now that ASU classes are 
over, Mueller will soon be at 
work on a large landscape. 

The best hour of the day to 
work in the field is just at 
sunup, he explained. "But I 
have never been fond of the 
desert and .can do my land­
scapes from memory." 
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DOERS PROFILE 

Crockett 
Muncie 

Hometow,i: Asher, Okla. 

Family: Married to Dick, 3 daughters 
and 6 grandchildren. 

Philosophy: "I really like to be happy." 

Tllspiration: "I'm a very religious person." 

Greatest Feat: Friendship. Through this (com­
munity service) you haye the 
opportunity to know so many 
people and the feeling that 
you 're contributing to the 
groups you-'re in. 

'Frontman' 
directs plays, 
greets visitors 
By TINA SCHADE 
Staff writer 

... 

T he stylish woman in her 70s walked into 
· the room. "Hi!" she said with a ' hint of a 

southern accent and a smile. 
~ . }i~r .bla~k coat with. its musical s~ore 

'design served as .a preh\de to an hour' of".'con­
vcrsation where Crockett Muncie tried shifting 
the tempo toward others and away fro_1!1 hers~lf. 

Crockett chuckled · more than . ·a'· few times 
remembering her teaching days in rural one­
room schoolhouses in .Oldahoma and more·.re-

~~~~~- as produ~er of a 1!umber '~f r~~~~_r~ ,~:~~ . 
Teaching has been her love with a ·career . 

spanning 25 years and covering f<>ur· states -'-
Oklahoma, Kansas, Illinois and Michigan. · 

She enjoyed the profession so much that even 
after she retired, Muncie taught calligraphy to 
students at El Mirage, Luke, Kingswood and 
Surprise schools. 

f 

"Teaching is one of the most wonderful pro­
fessions we have in this country," Mun<;ie said. 

She's found that it's important not only, to 
teach, but to recognize .the education and ac-
complishments of students. · '. . · 

In doing so, the personable OkJahoma. native 
helped to increase membership ' for the ' local 
chapter of the American Association of Univer­
sity Women. She joined the group-in 1984 and 
has served in just about every conceivable · ca-
pacity for the organization. · 

In addition to local membership, she has also 
worked for the association's publicity- and in­
terest groups and served on the Arizona. State 
Membership board. · ' 

This charismatic mother of three and grand­
mother of six was destined to share he·rself with· 
others. ' ~:- , , .. :.,. 

She is the cons'ummate frontman. ,,,;:;~- -: : •r.• 
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If youstop- at the~· Sun City West Visitors 
Center, Muncie ' is probably one of the first 
people you'll see. 

She finds great satisfaction singing the praises 
of her community. 

, "The people you meet are great. ·They get all 
dressed up. 'We have a lot of visitors and 'it's 
b~en v~ry ~uccessf\d," Muncie said. . 

She said the center has information on many 
activities in Sun City West. Residents have a 
choice1 of reading about· the community or view-
ing a yideo. · · , .,. ··· 

.,, ,f ,. 

"We have a marvelous film that shows them 
the things •(acHvitles) we have to do," she said 
"OuritUtude is .we're here to help you." ' 

Apparently. People at the (!ehter appreciate 
her enthusiasm so much that. she was voted the 
center's volunteer of the month for September. 

Her volunteer hat doesn't come · off much. 
She's scored a number of successes producing 
such shows as "Never . Too Late," "Any 
Wednesday," "Barefoot in the Park," "Solid 

i Gold Cadillac" and "Social Security" for Theatre 
West, and that's including backstage make-up. 

Her artistry this year expands for serving on 
the costume committee for the chorus of the 
Variety Show set for Nov. 15 and 16 at the 
Sundome . . 

Instead of feeling bogged down by her re­
sponsibilities, Muncie is stimulated and en­
courages others to join in community activities. 

"The thing I really like to see is for people to 
be enthusiastic about our community. I don't 
know where else we could go where we could be 
doing all this," she said. 

Muncie also inscribes the book plates for Sun 
City West library books, a task she has been 
performing f9r the past six years. 
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Experience counts on Sun City boards 
traumas of separation. through St. Vincent de P~ul, 

JEANNE WINOGRAD • i d endent where she assists with 
DAILY NEWS-SUN tr! wtas ~l ;yefmployer English lessons, Catholic 

A master's degree in social 
work isn't a requirement for 
board membership with the 
Recreation Centers of Sun 
City and the Sun City Home 
Owners Association. For 
Marge Murphy, who is on 
both boards, the degree and 
experience hasn't hurt one 
bit. 

·1 worked for the state of 
Illinois dealing with child 
abuse and neglect," Murphy 
said of her pre-Sun City 
career. • After obtaining a 
master's in 1980, I switched 
from state work after six 
years to school social work." 

Murphy handled her share 
of problems and complaints 
in that time, which may be 
one reason so much rolls off 
her shoulders in working on 
community issues. 

·1 enjoyed being on the 
RCSC board. I'm going off the 
RCSC board in December, 
having served three years. 
I've just been elected to the 
HOA board and will be trea­
surer," Murphy said, confi­
dent that Ione Boynton, 
HOA's executive secretary, 
will help make life easier. 

Murphy's husband, Fran­
cis, said Marge's recreation 
centers job ·seemed like an 
80-hour work week," and 

Marge Murphy 

that he helps in the back­
ground by handling tele­
phone calls and other tasks 
at home. . 

Murphy's prior work with 
the Arizona AHCCCS health 
benefit program for the work~ 
ing poor and with psychiatri­
cally disturbed children may 
be another hidden asset she 
brings to the table by having 
contacts within the state sys­
tem and knowing what 
resources are avaifable to · 
back up county services to 
Sun City, which is 
unincorporated. 

Murphy worked for the 
state during the Gulf War, 
assisting families at Luke Air 
Force Base deal with the 

con ac or u Social Service . and their 
said our office would be clos- h h St El~beth Seton. 
ing. That was in 1993. I said, ~ urc 'M ~hy is fluent in 
'What's going ,to happen with s;1"J.fsh ~d French. 
these people? I was so dis- "M arents encouraged 
turbe~ abo~t it, so ! took up multi!cultural thinking and 
sc~lpting With clay, Murphy so did we of our children," 
said. she said. • A long time ago, we 

Sculpted reliefs de?orate were interested in foreign 
the walls and shelves m the students we invited them to 
Murphy living room. Murphy · our home and they 
learned how to became c 1 o s e 
sculpt at the Mari- _______ fr i e n d s . W e 
nette Recreation Working accepted them as 
Center at 99th Ave- our family." 
nue and Union for YOU The Murphys 
Hills Drive. Fran~is --- ---- were foster parents 
Murphy is a painter for one and a half 
and artist, and has years to a young Cuban girl, 
assisted his wife by painting and their five children mar­
some of her sculptures, ried people from other coun­
which include miniature cai:- tries: France, Turkey, India, 
olers and a dramatic portrait Japan and Mexico. Murphy 3: 
of Marge's mother , left said it is gratifying to teach ~ 
unpainted in its natural clay. English to Spanish-speaking '"Cl 

Marge Murphy's name also · families. ~ 
may be familiar as a producer "I can't tell you how busy .. 
and actor in -the Sun City we are. Volunteering makes 
Players. Murphy is producing life very interesting. It's so :S 
"Blythe Spirit," which will be fulfilling, but more than ::i:,; 
opening in Just under three that," Marge Murphy said. ::o 
months. Jeanne Winograd can be ~ 

Since moving to Sun City r e a c h e d a t 
10 years ago, the Murphys jwinograd@aztrib.com or by 
have been helping children callin!J 876-2532. 
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Retired? Not by a long shot! 
MOVING ON: 
Musgrave takes 
musical talents 
to church 
CLAUDIA SHERRILL 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

M arking his retirement, 
Charles Musgrave 
conducted his last 
concert with the Sun 

City Concert Band Sunday in the 
Sun Bowl. But he's not retiring from 
music. Now he will move full time 
into a position he's held s ince 
February. music d irector of 
Willowbrook United Methodist 
Church in Sun City. 

Musgrave has been busy wearing 
two hats since February. and he 
said, "I realized that I couldn't do 
both jobs. I had commitments with 
the Concert Band. and the church 
understood that. .. 

On his first Tuesday morning in 
six years without a band rehearsal. 
Musgrave reflected on his tenure 
with the Concert Band. his 
accomplishments and his future 
goals. 

"Life would be incomplete without 
music. literature and art." Musgrave 
said. 

I-le said the concepts that he 
learned and applied with the concert 
band could also be applied in a 
church atmosphere. The obvious 
difference is the se_tling. 

JOY LAMBERT-SLAGOWSKI/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Charles Musgrave conducts the Sun City Concert Band in a performance in the Sun Bowl April 6 that marked his retirement from 
the group. 

.9v1;:, R 



'The biggp,t c111 1c1-enc-e 1s tnc 
respons ibiliLy (Lhc music clireclor 
has) to enhance Lhe wors hip process 
Lhrough music ... he said. 

"People who move Lo Lhe Sun 
Cities leave lheir besl friends 
behind ... Musgrave said. He said 
people are looking for new best 
friends when lhey gel involved in 
sports or music or any of the other 
activities the Sun Cities· lifestyle 
offers. 

And, he concluded. the two 

organizations have more in common 
than you might think. 

With both. "you s tart out with 
learning to love one another, then 
all other things become possible." 
he said. 

His duties with Willowbrook 
involve the total music program for 
the church, which fields a bell 
choir, choir and the popular Fine 
Arts Series hosted by the church. 
He will be responsible for the weekly 
music. hymnody and the selection 
of appropriate music for each of the 
seasons of the church. 

And this is a job with which he 
has some familiarity. Musgrave has 
a lso been a church choir director in 
Indiana and Illinois. 

"My responsibility is to lead a 
congregation - the choir - to serve 
the. larger congregation - the 
church - through the selection of 
appropriate music," Musgrave said. 

Willowbrook has a traditional 
worship service, he added, devoted 

to prayer. meditation and the 
heritage of music in church . 

'"Rock of Ages· has been around 
for a long time, .. he said. noting tha t 
Willowbrook is not involved in 
contemporary wors hip music. 
"Traci it ional music serves us very 
welt. ·· 

Musgrave s lartecl lhc Fine Arts 
Series ffve years ago as a way to 
bring new memhers in to the church 
in a social s itua tion. 

"i-\ min isln int rod uccs 
each prog ram." he sa id. 
'Then we have a welcoming 
comm itl ce of c hur ch 
members who greet everyone 
who attends ... 

Musgrave said the Concert 
Band is searching for a 
replace ment. He said he 
didn't want them to look for 
someone "to fill my shoes." 

"They should find someone 
who feels that music making 
is a wonderful and energetic 
experience." he said. 

·when asked what he felt 
were the highligh ts of his 
t enure with the Concer t 
Band, Musgrave started by 
ta lking about what his 
original goals for the band 
were. Under his stewardship. 
the band grew from 75 to 132 
members . 

"I really wanted the band 
to play at the Sundome when 
I began (co nducting)." he 
said. "And we've played there 
three times in the past six 

\ 'l',11'~. 

· Mu'igravc was also proud 
(>!' the growth in s upporl t ile 
band has experienced fro111 
within the Sun Cities a rea. 

"We've played concerts in 
the Sun Bowl in the past two 
or three years. Three or four 
th o u s and pe o ple h ave 
altended those concerts to 
hear our music." he said. 

Perhaps the mo st 
emotional expe rience he's 
had is in seeing what making 
mus ic has meant in keeping 
people young. 

"Playing in the Concert 
Band takes inte ll ectual 
effort," Musgrave said. "It's 
exercise for the brain." 

"Playing mus ic is t he 
fountain of youth," he said. 

It looks as though the 
fountain is s till running 
strong with the elixir that 
feeds Charles Musgrave's 
dedication to mus ic. The 
Concert Band's loss is 
certainly Willowbrook's gain . 

Claudia Sherrill can be 
reached at 876-2511 or 
csherrill@aztrib.com. 

Audience members at the 
Sun Bowl performance of 
the Sun City Concert Band 
enjoy the cool evening 
and the wonderful music. 
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MYHR, MARGARET: If/ ; t/15 LJ- where the fictional Joanna 
RENAISSANCE WOMAN ' rt Brady was sheriff. Ms. 

Margaret Goddard Myhr was born and Janee reports that the 
raised in Iowa, but she called Arizona home letters will be housed In the 
for more than half her life. A woman for all University of Arizona's 
seasons, Margaret saw everything as an Women of M y stery 
opportunity for learning. Born on July 18, Collection. Upon learning of 
1918, she was a teacher, librarian, historian, Margaret's death, Ms. Janee 
environmentalist, carpenter, mother, and said, "I always appreciated 
romantic. She spent the last 16 years of her hearing from her, even when 
life with her high school sweetheart, E.B. she was writing to let me 
"Bud" Myhr, reconnecting after the loss of have it because 1 didn't have 
both their spouses. Margaret and Bud lived my facts straight. Readers 
in Sun City most of their married life, like her are the ones who keep writers 

d th 1 honest." spen ing e ast several years at Wooddale 
Village. . · Professionally, Margaret taught in Tucson, 

She grew up on several farms in Iowa and Huachuca City, and Fort Huachuca, usually 
, attended Iowa State College for two years kindergarten or first grade. While teaching 

before marrying and having six ·children. In school and taking care of her family in Fort 
August of 1961, Margaret and her young Huachuca, she commuted to Tucson to 
c,hildren, Lots, Kay, Wayne, Phyllis, Doris, complete a master's degree and a library 
and ·Craig Friesner, moved to Cottonwood, certification at the University of Ar1wna. 
Arizona, to be near her parents, Lots and . Upon Jesse's death in October 1983, 
Herschel Thompson. Margaret struggled to Margaret went to stay with her oldest 
support her children, baking pies for ilie local daughter in Washington, D.C. While there, 
restaurant to make ends meet. Determined to she applied hei:- Interest In history to 
complete her education, she enrolled at researching her own family in the National 
Arizona State College in Flagstaff and Archives, the Library of Congress, and the 
commuted there to finish her bachelor's genealogical library of the Daughters of the 
degree and teaching certificate. American Revolution. Her genealogy research 

Tn September 195 7, Margaret married led to her writing two volumes on the Allen 
Jesse Goddard, and in January 1960, a family (her mother's people). 
daughter, Jane, was born to them. They lived After being widowed, Margaret learned of 
first in Huachuca City but returned to Camp the death ofber old high school sweetheart's 
Verde where Jesse was born. They were well son in Vietnam and renewed her 
known in the Camp Verde area as Arizona acquaintance with and love for Bud Myhr. In 
historians ahd archivists. They undertook a March 1988, they married and lived together 

. successful campaign to ensure that General happily for sixteen years. During that time, 
Crook's Trail was not renamed Zane Grey Margaret completed her biography, "A Girl 
Highway. General George Crook, a Civil War from the Country," as well as "Jesse 
general, used this trail in the resettlement of Goddard, One of Arizona's Last Old-time 
Apaches in the 1870s. Margaret's collection of Cowboys." Marshall Trimble wrote the 
historical scrapbooks and artifacts is housed Preface for "A Girl from the Country." The 
in the Margaret Goddard Collection at the Myhrs lived In Sun City until Margaret's 
library of the Northern Arizona University. death on Monday, November 8 , 2004. 
. Marshall Trimble, the Arizona State Margaret_ is survived by her husband, 
J-Hstort~n. -expressed his admiration for seven children, ·ntne grandchildren, and twin 

·Margaret's contribution to Arizona history great-grandchildren on the way. Ever the 
"I'm deeply saddened to learn of the death of teacher, Marga ret instilled in her children she 
Margaret Goddard Myhr. I've known her for struggled to raise the value of education 
more than thirty years dating back to Verde leading to a total of 16 college degrees among 
Valley historical projects we worked on when them. In her later life, she said to her 
she was living in Camp Verde. Her 2001 daughters, "What did I do to teach you to be 
book, "Jesse Goddard: -One of Arizona's Last such strong, self-sufficient women? I never 

. Old-Time Cowboys" was a wonderful tribute preached to you." They responded, "No, you 
. .:,to. her late husband. Hex: passing ts the loss just showed us how it's done. " 

.. ~(-another of those who workea so hard to There will be no services at Margaret's 
. · preserve the pioneer history of our great request. In lieu of flowers , the family 

state." · suggests that donations be made to the 
For ·several years, Margaret corresponded Arizona Historical Society, 1300 N. College 

with best-selling author J.A. Janee, whose Avenue, Tempe, Arizona 85281. 
mystery series is set in southern Arizona. She Visit this person's Guest Book at 
frequently sent clipping or n ews of Bisbee www.dailynews-sun.com. 

Covember 16 , 2004 Dail y ifows Sun 
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centuries of spectacles 
donated to museums 

By BETTY JOH~STON 

Mrs . Leslie l\~ 10233 
106th Ave ., recently 
presented to the 
Smithsonian Institution and 
the DAR l\luseurn collec­
tions of ancient spectacles, 
fully documented , collected 
as a hobby by her late 
husband. 

She modeled a pair of 
ancient Chinese spectacles 
dating from approximately 
600 B.C. and said . "There 
are many interesting stories 
and legends on record about 
spectacles." 

According to an ancient 
Chinese legend, the first 
eyeglasses were made by 
Cho Tso. who li\'ed on a 
sacred mountain in middle 
China thousands of years 
ago. 

CHO TSO made his lenses 
:rom crystals the gods left 
him. ground them with sand 
from sacred rivers, and 
framed them with shell 
from the backs of sacred 
tortoises that swam in the 

mountain streams. Wea_rers 
of these glasses were said to 
be able to see and do 
marvelous things. 

According to legend. in 550 
B.C., Confucius, the great 
Chinese philosopher and 
statesman, learned that he 
could see nearby objects 
quite clearly through a 
convex crystal or tran­
sparent curved vessel. His 
artisans made crude glasses 
for him with lenses of rock 
crystal. If this story is true, 
the art of making spectacles 
is 2500 years old. 

FOR ;\l:\:'I.Y centuries the 
Chinese looked upon 
spectacles as a badge of 
intelligence. Their rock 
crystal lenses were large. 
round, and encased in 
torto;se shell rims . They 
would be the height of 
fa~hinn if worn today. 

Other old records tells us 
tha t t-;ero, Emperor of 
Rome from 54 to 68 A.D .. 
was nearsighted and 
learned by accident that his 

,.,;sion could be improved by 
looking through a concave 
vase or wine goblet. History_ 
does not record he fiddled 
and watched Rome burn 
through a wine glass , but it 
might have given him a 
better \·iew of the con­
flagration . 

,ms. :\IYERS said, "The 
collec tion included not only 
ancient Chinese and Roman 
spectacles. but there were 
old Italian. German, and 
Span ish pairs , too." 

In 1602 in Germany, 
Kepler re\'ealed the fun­
damental laws of optics. 
Glasses were then made 
\\ith ground lenses but they 
were not fi tted to the in­
di vi dual as they are today. 
Purchasers of glasses tried 
on various pa irs and chose 
those that seemed to best 
suit their needs. 

Benjamin Franklin in ­
vented the first bifocal 
spectacles in 1784 when he 
became tired of putting on 
one pair of glasses for close 
\'ision a nd another to see at 
a distance. 

INCLUDED IN the 
collection for the DAR 
Museum were Andrew 
Jackson's gold rimmed 
spectacles, the glasses 
President Eisenhower wore 
in Europe during World 
War II , and l\Irs. 
Eisenhower's, too. There 
also were glasses from 
President and Mrs. Truman 
and many other famous 
people. 

Mrs. Myers said , "At first 
I didn't think I could finish 
authenticating and 
cataloging the glasses. but 
one day I thought of 
something that shoulc! be 
written down. Once I was 
started, I spent about three 
hours a day until I iinished. ·· 

l\lrs. 1\Iyers has some 
spectacles in a safe ty 
deposit vault in i\linnesota 
and plans to donate them to 
the Arizona Historical 
Society at a later date. They 
are spectacles worn by the 
settlers who came across 
the mountains in their 
covered wagons . 
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MB_§. Lf;~l)E MYERS. wears eye glasses 
dating back to 600 B.C. which originally 
were used by 18 generations of a Man­
darin family. They wore spectacles not to 
sec better (lenses are plain glass) but 
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because they thought spectacles made 
them think harder, and therefore made 
lhem wiser. Display case she is holding 
has spectacl~s dating back to 15th Cen-

_ _ tury • (News-Sun Staff P hoto 1 


