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" Meet author of Sun City
photo history book
at reception this afternoon

STAFF REPORT

It's not often that a reporter’s on-the-job photos
turn up in a book, but former Sun City reporter/
editor Bret McKeand has written a small format
picture history book for the Sun Cities Area His-
torical

McKeandwﬂltalkaboutthebookandsigncop—
ies from 2 to 5 p.m. today at a wine and cheese
reception in the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum at
10801 W. Oakmont Ave.

The book is the latest addition to Arcadia Pub-

s popular “Images of America” series, and is
their first of a retirement community.

It has a sepia tone cover, like the others in the
series, and includes more than 200 historic photo-
graphs. The soft-covered book illustrates the pre-
Sun City area, the building of Sun City, and contin-
ues through events of the recent 50th Anniversary

year.

“Many of the photos in the book haven't been
seen in years, and they reflect the joy and excite-
ment felt by those who built the community and of
\those early residents responsible for its success,”

said Bill Pearson, president of the SCAHS Board of
Trustees, of which McKeand is a member.
l The book sells for $21.99, and all author royal-
ties benefit the Sun Cities Area Historical Society
located in the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum, one
jof the city’s first five model homes. The museum
is open 1-4 p.m. weekdays, and preserves and dis-
plays the history of Sun City and Sun City West.
Speakers are available and tours may be sched-
uled when the museum is open or not open For
{information, call 623-974-2568.
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IN MEMORIUM

Sun Cities lose key player

Meade remembered as
nurturer, family man

By Rusty Bradshaw
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A long-time fixture in the
real estate industry in the
West Valley was remembered
as a key player in Sun City’s
development following the
community’s 1960 opening,

Ken Meade, a successful
Realtor and dedicated civ-
ic leader, died of respiratory
failure, chronic kidney dis-
ease and conjunctive heart
failure May 5. He was 91.

In addition to his work as
a salesman, Mr. Meade was
also remembered as a civie
leader, patriot and devoted
family man.

“He was very committed.

to his family;” Steve Meade,
his son, said. “He loved our
mother immensely.”

The family often had a rou-
tine during the children’s
younger years, according to
the younger Mr. Meade.

“We would play volleyball
or badminton,” he said. “We
had that routine especially
on Sundays. I remember a
lot of family dinners.”

Born in Brooklyn, New
York Nov. 25, 1925, the el-
der Mr. Meade, the oldest of
three children, enjoyed base-
ball and musie, often playing
drums in local bands. He left
high school and enlisted in

» See Meadeonpage 8 Koy Meade
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the US. Navy after the Dec.7,
1941 Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor, serving until the end
ofthe war in 1945 when he re-
turned to New York to com-
plete his education.

“He was proud to serve his
country,” Steve said.

He met Alice Steinman in
1951 and married her one vear
later. The couple had three
children — daughters Janet
and Patricia joined Steve. His
family devotion showed again
when, in 1958, he moved the
family to Arizona hoping to
improve Steve's severe ecze-
ma. The move did the trick,
and was fortunate for Kenin
other ways.

A course on public speak-
ing sparked a long career in
sales, first as the sales direc-
tor for Arizona Land Com-
pany and later as the sales
manager of Legend City, a
large amusement park that
was construeted in Phoenix
in the 1960s. Ken also sold
printing for almost 10 years.

He joined the Del Webb
-Corporation in 1974 and be-
came one of its leading sales
associates.

He founded Ken Meade Re-
alty in October 1983 and built
it to what was the largest real

estate company in the Sun
Cities at the time of its acqui-
sition by Coldwell Banker in
2014. For more than three de-
cades, his company played a
major role in shaping the way
the Sun Cities matured and
evolved as retirement com-
munities.

“Del Webb set up a great
model, but at that time, since
it was difficult at the start to
anticipate all the changes
over the years, there were a
lot of decisions to be made,”
Steve said. “Dad felt good
about those things he got in-
volved in. He enjoyed that.”

Serving on the boards of
numerous charitable and civ-
ic organizations, Ken used
his influence to help the Sun
City area successfully tack-
le a wide variety of import-
ant issues.

“Thad quite a few dealings
with Ken when I was presi-
dent of PORA,” Sun City res-
ident Larry Woods stated in
an email. “He was always a
big supporter of PORA and
of Sun City West.”

Mr. Woods added that each
time he and Mr. Meade talk-
ed he wanted to know how he
could help get more interest
in PORA because he believed
astrong PORA was critical to
the future of Sun City West.

Ken worked at the real

estate company until 1999,
when his wife suffered a debil-
itating stroke. His family de-
votion showed again when he
decided to retire and spend
his time earing for her in her
remaining eight vears before
her Jan. 1, 2007 death.

“He was niot resentful (of
caring for her,” Steve said.
“He threw himself into it
ﬁ.ln}‘-.”

Ken's last years were spent
reading and supporting nu-
merous social causes.

“His civic work in the com-
munity was done later in life,
after we were grown,” Steve
said. “We did not miss out on
time with him.”

Steve worked with his fa-
ther at the real estate com-
pany. One of Steve's sisters
also helped with financial au-
dits for the company and his
other sister did some infor-
mation technology work for
it as well.

“Dad was from the gener-
ation that taught him to try
to be a good provider;” Steve
said. “He always gave us a
safety net to learn and grow,
and always supported us in
all our endeavors.”

Rusty Bradshaw can be

reached at 623-445-2725 or
rbradshaw@newszap.com.
Continue the discussion at www.
yourwestvalley.com.
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Bingo guru
Frank Miller
gets a hug from
friend Beatrice
Pedersen of
Peoria during
his 100th
birthday
celebration at
Sundial
Recreation
Center. Miller

; started the
bingo club in
Sun City in 1973
and has been
playing every

- i ~ul  week since.
Delrdre Hamill / Staff photographer

Century marker

Godfather of Sun City bingo reaches 100

By Jeffry Nelson
Special to Community

Sun City
he godfather of bingo in this northwest Valley
I retirement community has turned 100 years old.
Frank Miller, a Sun City resident for 32 years,
helped organize the first bingo games in Sun City in 1973.

The games were sponsored by the Sundial Men'’s Club, of
which Miller was a member.

He would show up hours before the first letters and
numbers were called to set up chairs and distribute bingo
cards at the Sundial Recreation Center.

These days, he lets others do the heavy work. He just
shows up, bingo marker in hand, ready to play.

In the 1970s, as many as 1,200 people would show up to
play the popular board game, club members say.

These days, with churches and other organizations
sponsoring bingo games, about 400 show up.

Miller says the game and the women he meets at the bingo
hall keep him young.

He said his wife, Helen, doesn’t feel a need to accompany
him to the bingo games for that very reason.

“She says I have enough girlfriends without her,” M:ller
joked.

Miller, whose first job was working in a coal mine at the
age of 8, also credits hard work for his longevity. He still can
be found clipping shrubs and trees in Sun City.

John Kroll, a member of the first board of directors of the
men’s clul, said many don’t realize how the bingo games
that Miller helped start have benefited the area.

Profits from the bingo games go to more than a dozen

See BINGO, Page 3
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birthday
celebration at
Sundial
Recreation
Center. Miller

; started the
bingo club in
Sun City in 1973
and has been
playing every
week since.
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Godfather of Sun City bingo reaches 100

By Jeffry Nelson
Special to Community

Sun City
T he godfather of bingo in this northwest Valley

retirement community has turned 100 years old.
Frank Miller, a Sun City resident for 32 years,
helped organize the first bingo games in Sun City in 1973,

The games were sponsored by the Sundial Men’s Club, of
which Miller was a member.

He would show up hours before the first letters and
numbers were called to set up chairs and distribute bingo
cards at the Sundial Recreation Center.

These days, he lets others do the heavy work. He just
shows up, bingo marker in hand, ready to play.

In the 1970s, as many as 1,200 people would show up to
play the popular board game, club members say.

These days, with churches and other organizations :
sponsoring bingo games, about 400 show up.

Miller says the game and the women he meets at the bingo
hall keep him young.

He said his wife, Helen, doesn’t feel a need to accompany
him to the bingo games for that very reason.

“She says I have enough girlfriends without her,” Mille‘r
joked.

Miller, whose first job was working in a coal mine at the
age of 8, also credits hard work for his longevity. He still can
be found clipping shrubs and trees in Sun City.

John Kroll, a member of the first board of directors of the
men’s cluf, said many don’t realize how the bingo games
that Miller helped start have benefited the area.

Profits from the bingo games go to more than a dozen

See BINGO, Page 3
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SWEET REWARDS

Del Webb names Sun Citian volunteer of the year

By JULIA DE SIMONE
Independent Newspapers

There’s no doubt the sugar and
spice of the Peoria Unified
School District is called “Sweet
Jean.”

Since 1980, the woman with
the snow-colored hair has made
life a little sweeter for Valley
children and adults.

Mary “Jean” Miller takes pride
in a handmade sign that reads
“My mom is Peoria School
District’s Volunteer of the Year.”

Last month, the Sun City resi-
dent was the recipient of Del
Webb Corp.’s “Volunteering is
Priceless™ award. In addition, she
received a clock.

The 25-year veteran of educa-
tion currently volunteers four
days a week at Peoria’s Cheyenne
and Santa Fe elementary schools
and the district office, tutoring
more than 200 children since she
started .

“] feel if 1 can reach one child
then 1 have accomplished some-
thing.” she says.

Gloria Warnick, Peoria school
district coordinator of the volun-
teer program, says it wasn't tough
selecting Ms. Miller as the award
winner.

“When she walks on campus

e
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Photo by JULIA DE SIMONE/Independent Newspapers

Del Webb honors ‘Sweet Jean’

Sun Citian Mary ‘Jean’ Miller received Del Webb Corp.'s “Volunteering is
Priceless” award last month. She has tutored more than 200 students in the
Peoria school district.

wasn't the kids who first dubbed her
“Sweet Jean.” It was one of the
school educators.

“She said T reminded her of her
grandmother,” she says.

In 1991, however, Ms. Miller
almost lost herself to depression
while dealing with her husband’s
death.

At the urging of her family, she
moved closer to them and continued
volunteering.

“I can’t stay home,” she says.

everyone calls her ‘Sweet Jean,”™
she says. “She’s always enthusias-
tic. She is extremely reliable. She
loves going to the schools 1o help
students and the kids just love her.”

And so do the adults.

“All the teachers sit together (dur-
ing lunch),” Ms. Miller says.
“They’re such nice kids. They even
invited me to go to a hockey game.
Imagine me, an old lady at a hockey
game!”

In fact, the retired teacher says it

“I'm fulfilling my needs (as a vol-
unteer) as well as their (students’)
needs. ... To me it's rewarding.
The little bit I give is so appreci-
ated.”

Her volunteer efforts have
ranged from work at the Pappas
Elementary School for Homeless
Children to St. Joseph’s Hospital,
where she dressed as a real-life
Raggedy Ann and read books to
children.

Although the school environ-
ment has changed since Ms.
Miller last taught, many of her
techniques have remained intact.

“You have to be honest with
children — they respect you for
that,” she says. “I always valued
my children’s opinions because
they tell it as it is. and they
respond to you if you're willing to
help.”

Ms. Miller says it’s also impor-
tant people don’t judge students,
but understand them and their sit-
uations.

“I think you have to have a
feeling for the kids and put your-
self in their place for awhile,” she
says.

Ms. Miller says she’ll continue
volunteering “as long as I'm able
and until my son says I can’t drive
anymore and then I'll crawl in a
hole.”



Sun Citian portrays Francis Scott Key in classrooms

By Marie Scotti

Roland Miller, a Sun City re-
sident serves on the Board of the
Freedoms Foundation at Valley
FForge, Phoenix Area Chapter and
brings "Living History" programs
to the classrooms of Maricopa
County. He is a volunteer actor
who portrays—in cos-
tume—Francis Scott Key.

These programs are presented
free-of-charge to schools and are
available to adult groups for a
donation to the scholarship fund
of the Chapter.

Miller said, "After several
vears of disillusionment with
inaccurate and misleading history
teaching in the schools, I found
that the Freedoms Foundation
was an organization emphasizing
historical correctness and patrio-
tism in schools and country. As
a 20-year volunteer for Record-
ing for the Blind, I became agi-
tated by the increased tendency
to water down textbooks on
American history in deference to
political correctness and apolo-
gies.

"Portraying historical charac-
ters based on their actual writings
and accompanied by eyewitness
accounts is one way to dramatize

real events to school children and -

other groups of people. The sto-
ry of the Star Spangled Banner
as told by Francis Scott Key is
one such program [ perform.”
The script was written by Barba-
ra Dienes, a former president of
the Phoenix Chapter, Freedoms
Foundation.

Francis Scott Key, was born in
1789, and came from a wealthy
family. He became a prominent
lawyer and by 1814, he had ap-
peared many times before the
Supreme Court and was appoint-
ed U. S. District Attorney for
Washington, D. C.

Key was a deeply religious
man. At one time in his life he
almost gave up law practice to
enter the ministry.

Roland Miller, a
member of the
Freedoms
Foundation,
Phoenix Area [
Chapter, portrays
Francis Scott Key
in costume in the
classrooms of
Maricopa County.

by Congress in 1931 to be the

national anthem.

The origirgl flag flown at Fort
McHenry th#t inspired "The Star
Spangled Banner" is now on
display at the Smithsonian Insti-
tute in Washington, D. C.

Roland Miller participates in
other Freedoms Foundation pro-
grams. He does the Declaration
of Independence and the Consti-
tution through the eyes of James
Wilson who signed both.

Miller recently performed as

Because of his religious con-
victions, Key was strongly op-
posed to the War of 1812, yet his
love of his country drove him to
join up and serve during the war.

In the.midst of the war, Key
was sent to help release a c2p-
tured New England doctor who
was being held on a British sfku(p
off the coast of Baltimore, Miller

said.

Francis Scott Key on Flag Day at
the Litchfield Park Library.

Miller has a B. A. degree in
radio and television production
from the University of Missouri
at Kansas City. He has lived in
Arizona since 1958 and has lived
in Sun City since 1997. He has
worked for the Boy Scouts of
America as professional and vol-
unteer, Salt River Project in com-
munity relations department, in-
surance sales and auditor for var-
ious insurance companies.

Key successfully negotiated the
release, but he got stuck on the
water and watched as the British

fleet bombarded Fort McHenry

for 25 straight hours.

When daylight broke and Key
still saw the fort's flag through
the gunpowder smoke, he began

~ writing a poem on the back of an
envelope, Miller said.

That poem was eventually put
to music, called "The Star Span-
gled Banner" and commissioned

4N

S3ITLITYNOSHId -~

d31S3IM 3HL 5002 ‘vt Anp ‘Aepsiny |

H311IW GNY0d



VF-PERSONALITIES M
X-100-1 M

Wednesday, Nov. 18, 1998  Daily News-Sun, Sun Clty, Ariz.

Freedom focus

Her efforts bring
classroom history
lessons to life

By JANICE TARLETON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Betty Mills doesn’t like to talk
much about herself, but ask her a
question about the Freedoms Foun-
dation at Valley Forge and you're
likely to get an earful.

Since she joined the non-profit
‘group four years ago, it has become
~the passion of this Sun City woman'’s
life. The Phoenix Area Chapter of
the Freedoms Foundation, one of 29
in the country, presents free pro-
grams on historical events and peo-
ple to school children, and for a

© nominal charge, to adults.

~“I don’t know why I'm doing this
(interview) except that this means so
+-much to me,” said Mills, past presi-
“dent of the group and currently a
team leader. “This is a good country
and we need to watch over it. We try
.to teach children how fragile liberty

is — that 38 percent of the people
.can vote and speak for the rest of us
' is criminal.”
Mills, a mother of four, has been
"involved in volunteer pursuits
throughout her life.

“We try to get the young people to

think about what freedom is; to ree-
ognize the word demi-god and to
think, ‘Could it happen again?’ We
want to stimulate these kids to
think,” she said, pounding her tem-
ples for emphasis.
. It's a mission Mills shares with
husband, Ray, who, as Uncle Sam,
teaches the meaning behind the
American flag and proper treatment
of it. .

The couple met in Chicago where
Betty grew up. They are parents to
two boys and two girls. Ray vol-
unteered his spare time as a Boy
Scout leader, seeing both sons even-
tually achieve Eagle Scout. Betty got
involved in several school-related
organizations looking out for the in-
terests of all children. “My motto was
‘If it’s good for everyone else, it will
be good for my kid, too,” she said.

As the “picture lady,” she would
chark nnt artwork from local li-

your g=
neighbor SN

braries, research the artist and the
work, then give presentations to'
students. ;

Guiding the conversation back to
the Freedom Foundation, Mills |
points out that the concept is much |
the same except the Foundation |
takes it even further by having actors |
dress up and present history from a |
first-person point of view.

“Our mission is to teach American
history to youngsters in a way that
gives them a better understanding of
their heritage and the core values of
the Founding Fathers. It's a palat-
able form of learning. They’ll never
forget Uncle Sam (her husband)
coming to their classroom,” she said.

Mills, who moved to Sun City eight
years ago, first saw a presentation
four years ago at a meeting of the
Sun City Genealogy Society. Vern
Stout gave a talk on the Declaration
of Independence from the per-
spective of Dr. James Wilson, a Scot
and a'signer of the document.

Spurred on by the stories she read
about the signers of the Declaration
and the loss of life, loved ones and
property they suffered, Mills vol-
unteered right away. “I told them ‘I
can stuff envelopes or whatever you
need,’ ” she said.

Since starting with one program
six years ago, the offerings have
grown to include 18 presentations ,
covering people and eveats from the
American Revolution to World War |
II.

“Since I was in school, there’s
been 50 years of additional history,
but the school day and the school
year have not changed,” Mills said.
“What happens is the first 50 years |
tends to get slighted, but there’s a |
real need to tell about the roots of
this country.” (

"
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Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun

Betty Mills volunteers as a team leader for the Phoenix Area Chapter of
the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge,-a group that adds a first-
person perspective to history lessons in the classroom.

Only three months into the school
year, bookings have tripled from last
year, Mills said. So far, 120 programs
have been presented in schools lo-
cally and around the state, as well as
in clubs and jails. As a team leader,
Mills drives the performer to the
engagement and makes sure every-
thing runs smoothly.

“To say you're returning something
for all you've been blessed with is
only part of it,” Mills said, struggling
to put into words why she feels so
strongly about her work. “People

need to be uplifted, to be en-
couraged to be better than they are.
We have four children, so what we
do is multiplied by four. I'm just a
little pebble in the pond, but hope-
fully the ripples will go out,” she
said. “And we get back much more
than we give. We get back beyond
imagination,” she added.

For information on the Freedoms
Foundation at Valley Forge, call
Mills at 972-0942.

If you have a neighbor you'd like
us to meet, call Janice Tarleton at
876-2511. '
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Sun Valley Lodge recognizes senior leaders

STAFF REPORT

With May being Older
Americans Month, and Sun
City having more than its
share of outstanding individ-
uals, Sun Valley Lodge
decided to honor the cream of
the crop Thursday.

The lodge selected four
individuals to be honored as
Outstanding Older Americans
during an awards breakfast
featuring Maricopa County
Sheriff Joe Arpaio.

Tireless volunteer Jane
Freeman, often called the
First Lady of Sun City, and
professional athlete William
“Bill" Emmerton, author of
“Run for Your Life,” were rec-
ognized as the top Outstand-
ing Older Americans for their
service. Ken Lipp, a 98-year-
old who founded one of the
community’s Lions clubs,
and Dorothy Mills, long-time
manager of Sun Valley
Lodge's Thrift Store, also
were honored.

Freeman's recognilion

came for her service since
retiring as a dean of stu-
dents. The 84-year-old has
served on several Sun Health
boards and committees, and
has volunteered with Sun
City/Youngtown Meals on
Wheels and the Sun City

Community Fund/Valley of”

the Sun United Way. She also
serves on Valley of the Sun
United Way Foundation's
board of directors.

Freeman also helped found
the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society and Sun City Library.
In 1992, she originated the
Convenience Fair featuring
goods and services for those
facing physical or visual
challenges.

Serena Sorensen, who
nominated Freeman. stated,
“She began volunteering in
1977 and for more than 25
years has been involved each
day of the week in at least
one of her numerous volun-
teer projects — most of which
she has served in leadership
capacities. She continues to
volunteer approximately 30

hours per week.”

Emmerton, 84. was recog-
nized for his service prior to
retirement.

“He is the undisputed
monarch of ultra distance
marathon running,” said his
nominator, Larry Daniels.
"What began at 18 years of
age as a daily exercise to
improve his poor physical
condition exploded into a
running career, which
attracted worldwide
attention.”

Emmerton, who immi-
grated to the states in 1964
from Australia, won 150
amateur long-distance run-

ning championships and rep-

resented Australia in interna-
tional competition. He has
run 100 miles non-stop in
less than 18 hours, and
earned world's record on the
12-mile run on a track and
the longest run in one hour.
According to Daniels,
Emmerton has clocked
138,000 documented miles in
his life, enough to circle the
Earth five times. He and his

late wife, Norma, also orga-
nized several charity runs
throughout America.

Emmerton’s story has
inspired others to maintain
their health through physical
fitness, Daniels stated.

Mills, 84, was nominated

" by Toni Fisher for overseeing

the thrift store’s expansion.
Mills began managing the
store 14 years ago and has
raised contributions for the
expansion, as well as quadru-
pled sales to nearly $50,000
annually.

“She trains her volunteer
stafl in sound customer ser-
vice, and she receives acco-
lades from the auditor every
year,” Fisher stated.

Lipp. a former insurance
company regional manager,
was nominated by John Bliss
for “devoting his life Lo help-
ing less fortunate people”
since retiring to Sun City in
1970.

Lipp helped form a new
Lions club, the Mid-Week
Lions, in 1972, and has twice
received The Melvin Jones

Jane Freedman, left, Bill Emmerton, Dorothy Mills and Ken
Lipp.

Fellowship, which is the
Lions' highest honor. He also
has held all offices in the
club.

Lipp also helped create the
Arizona Library for the Blind,
and has championed the Rec-
reational Reading for the

Blind Foundation.

“Today. at 98. he is the
one that all club members
would like to emulate.” Bliss
said. “He has also heen a pil-
lar of his church and has
helped implement a lot ol the
fellowship programs there.”
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By BRITT KENNERLY
Daily News-Sun staff

‘SUN CITY — An integral
part of Sun Cities’ medical
history, Dr. William Minturn,
is trading in his lab coat for
retirement garb.

Minturn’s life and 30 years
of service in Sun City include
many milestones.

After enlisting in the Navy
at age 17 and seeing action in
World War II, Minturn earned
his bachelor’s degree in science
at Trinity College in Hartford,
Conn., then entered Yale Uni-
versity’s School of Medicine.

. “I was one of 62 students
chosen from 4,700, to enter
{ Yale’s medical school that
year,” he said. “I graduated in
1952.”

That same year, Minturn
~married. He and wife Shirley
have two daughters, one son
1 and three grandchildren.

After doing his internship in

: Cook County, Ill., and working
at Detroit Receiving Hospital
in Detroit, Mich., Minturn
,moved to Buﬁ'alo, N.Y. He
“practiced medicine in New
York until he'was named chief
of thoracic surgery at
 Phoenix’s Veteran's Hospital,
‘moving to the Valley in 1959.

. “We moved here because of
%the weather he said. “Sun
- City was built the next year. I
iwas - ‘too young to live here

“private practice and general
P _oracic and vascular sur-

"n Medmal offices were non-
pxistent in the West Valley at
%at time, Minturn said, add-
‘ing, “I rented a storefront in
Glgnt:lalq from a shopkeeper

Dr William Minturn

office.”

Glendale Northwest Hospital
was the only hospital near Sun
City in those days, Minturn
said. He was the first board
certified \ general surgeon in
the Sun City/Glendale area.

Minturn and other doctors,
including an internist, a der-
matologist, a urologist and a
podiatrist started the Sun City
Medical Clinic in 1965.

“Boswell Hospital was orig-
inally supposed to be in that
location,” he said. “There were
big cottonwood trees and jack
rabbits running all over when
we built the clinic.”.

House calls weren't unusual
in those days, Minturn said.

“It was different back then,”
he said. “When I first came
here, people would call up and
make an appointment just to
get acquainted — there was an
element of soc:al bonding with

your physician.”

‘It was different back
then. When | first
came here, people
would call up and
make an appointment
just to get acquainted’

‘Dr. William Minturn

younger than his clients, Min-
turn said he had no problem
dealing with them on a pro-
fessional basis.

“Since it was a new com-
munity, they had no one here
to compare me to,” he said.
“There were 1,500 people who
needed a doctor.”

As one of the “pioneers” of

the Sun Cities medical move-
ment, Minturn’s career was
full of firsts for the area, in-
cluding being its first thoracic
and vascular surgeon, and the
first to perform vascular grafts
in heart surgery.
, Minturn’s patients were
many and varied: cotton gin
accident victims, people in-
jured in boating accidents at
Lake Pleasant, cowboys
trampled by horses, actor Bob
Hope's secretary and actress
Bette Davis’ sister.

“Bob Hope made a movie out
in Carefree in 1961 called
‘Cancel My Reservation,” " he
said. “I had Mr. Hope's sec-
retary as a patient, and they
used me as the doctor on the

t ”

Hope obviously remembered
Minturn’s brief stint on the
movie set, as was evidenced

Pioneer surgeon retires

There were 1,500 people who needed a doctor;
they didn’t cqrewhether the doctor was younger

for Walter O. Boswell Memo-
rial Hospital.

“I went in a little cubbyhole
to get another chair, and Bob
Hope was in there,” Minturn
said. “He said, ‘Hi, doc, how
are you?' "

Minturn set records out of
the office as well.

An avid runner and veteran
of 60 completed marathons, he
is listed in the Arizona Ath-
letic Congress’ Long Distance
Records, for his time in the
1981 Phoenix Marathon. He
completed the 26 miles in 3
hours and 16 minutes at age
55.

Minturn said being a doctor
is very different for him in the
'90s.

“It's much more impersonal
now,” he said. “One-on-one
doctor/patient relationships are
a thing of the past.”

He also Earesees major
changes in medical care for
patients in the future.

“Those changes are coming
now,” he said. “I think there
will be more socialized medi-
cine, more government in-
volvement and control. I think
socialized medicine is in-
evitable, and I see it hap-

pening in the next few years.
Ind\'l ualized fees for services
are gone — medicine is a
business.” ‘

He won't ignore the medical
world in his retirement years,
however.

“l would be a consultant if
asked to be, but I won’t go out
of my way to seek active in-
volvement in the medical
field,” he said.

"One of the first places I'm

going is a reunion with Navv
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Sun City Extra

EXTRA B THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC NW WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 1986

Dr. Wiliam Minturn stands before some
mementos in his Sun City office. He has run

in 58 marathons since he began running in
1977 on a bet, and he plans to run in two

Doyle Sanders/Republic

more this year. | want to run 60 marathons,
since I'm 60 years old," the surgeon says.

Bet hooks surgeon on running habit

By ROBERT BARRETT
Arizona Republic Staff

PARADISE VALLEY — In less than 10 years,
Dr. William Minturn has run many 10-kilome-
ter races, 58 marathons, six 50-mile races and
two 100-mile ultramarathons.

He has two marathons to go.

“l want to run 60 marathons, since I'm 60
years old,” Minturn explained.

Minturn, who lives in Paradise Valley, has
been a surgeon in Sun City for 26 years.

“I've been practicing medicine there longer
than any other physician,” he said.

He opened his office in 1960, just after he
moved to Arizona.

After graduating from medical school at Yale
University and doing his internship and resi-
dency in New York, Minturn was looking for a
warm place to live. He remembered his father
!‘alking about a visit to Phoenix during World
Var IT.

"My dad had an interest in a mercury mine
just off the Beeline Highway,” Minturn said.
"He always said he liked Phoenix, and it just
stuck in my mind.”

He began running in 1977 on a bet.

"A friend of mine bet me I couldn’t run a
10K,” Minturn said. "So I went out there and
ran it.” ~

Minturn discovered he enjoyed running. He
began to run every morning, building his
distance and, as with most runners, began to
compete in 10Ks, which are 6.2 miles long.

The races got longer. The 10Ks led to
marathons and the marathons led to an
ultramarathon — the Western States 100-mile
Race.

"I saw it as a challenge,” Minturn said.

He trained for it by running 120 to 130 miles a
week for six months before the race.

“When I entered it in 1979, no one from
Arizona had ever finished it,” Minturn said,
“Several people had tried, but they had not
finished.”

He was the first. He was 52 at the time.

“I was one of the three oldest in the race,”
Minturn said.

The Western States 100-mile Race took place
in Squaw Valley, Calif. Minturn ran for 30
hours, using a flashlight at night. He came
across three people, all with broken legs.

“It's a horrible thing,” he said. “It's like
run':'ning over Squaw Peak for 100 miles, and at
night.”

The grueling race didn't end Minturn's
running. If anything, it secemed to fuel his
competitive spirit.

In 1981, he won the Tucson Marathon for his
age group with a time of 3 hours, 14 minutes.
One month later, he won the Phoenix Marathon
for his age group with a time of 3 hours, 15
minutes. A marathon is 26 miles, 385 yards long.

Aside from the trophies, Minturn's back-to-
back marathon victories were noted in Sports
Illustrated’s Face in the Crowd section. The
magazine sent him a silver bowl as a trophy.

the other one."

“For a period of two years there (1981-82), 1
was winning almost everything,” said Minturn,
who has more than 75 trophies, ribbons, medals
and plaques.

The American Medical Association heard of
Minturn and named him one of its 10 most fit
athletes over 50 and included him in the Over 50
Sports Hall of Fame.

“"Running has allowed me to go to places I
wouldn't have gone to,” Minturn said.

He has run Pikes Peak twice and the Boston
and New York marathons three times each. He
has run the Grand Canyon, a marathon in
Hawaii and the Comrades Marathon in South
Africa.

Minturn is disturbed at the lack of races in
Arizona.

“The marathon situation in this state is
deteriorating,” he said. “There's only Whiskey
Row (Prescott), Phoenix Marathon, Mule Moun-
tain (Bisbee) and possibly the Fiesta Bowl
marathons left. There used to be a lot more, but
they've stopped.”

Like the tennis craze several years ago, the
popularity of running has peaked, he said.

Minturn runs eight to 10 miles five days a
week and rides his bicycle two days a week to
prepare for the two marathons he’ll run this
year.

“The New York Marathon will be one of
them,” Minturn said. “I haven't decided yet on

WDI//_{W a,G f”ym”/h/
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A Name to Know

The Rev. Irvin “Irv”
Mitchell, 66, comes from a long
line of volunteer firefighters, so
it would seem only natural for
him to become the chaplain of
the Sun City Fire Department.

R e v .
Mitchell first
became
involved with
fire  depart-
ments at age
21 when he
signed up and
trained to be-
come a volun-
teer firefighter in Pennsylvania.

He was ordained an Episco-
pal minister in 1969 and took his
post as chaplain of Sun City’s
Fire Department in 1986, shortly
after moving here from
Gainsville, Texas.

Rev. Mitchell also served as
rector at All Saints of the Desert
Episcopal Church in Sun City
for 12 years before retiring.

Now the reverend concen-
trates solely on the fire depart-
ment, both serving as chaplain
and as chairman of the fire dis-
trict board of directors.

According to Rev. Mitchell,
being a chaplain is satisfying
because he gets to help people.

Rev. Mitchell also says he
enjoys being a part of the fire
department.

“We have a great bunch of
firefighters here,” he noted.

Rev. Mitchell has been mar-
ried to his wife, Loretta, for 47
years and the couple has two

boys and one grandson.

dA
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SUN CITY.
“FIRE DEPT.

Chaplain Irvin Mitchell Is at home — whether it be on a fire truck or behind the pulpit.

The best of both worlds

Fireman-turned chaplain assists local department

By RICK GONZALEZ
Sun Cities Independent

Imagine yourself involved in a serious car
accident or a house firc or any kind of traumatizing
situation.

Police and fire officials are scattered everywhere,
trying to get the situation under control and you

desperately need to talk to someone, if only for

emotional support.

For the past five years, the person to talk to in
many of these situations has been Sun City Fire
Chaplain Irvin Mitchell.

A former firefighter-turned chaplain, serving as

the community's official fire chaplain allows Mr.
Mitchell to remain involved in two endeavors which
have preoccupied him for most of his life.

Chaplain Mitchell's first experience in the field of
firefighting came prior to his entering the seminary.

In Kittanning, Penn., a suburb just north of

Pittsburgh, the chaplain was a firefighter for 12 .

years. Of those 12 years, the chaplain served nine as
fire chief.

The next stop for Chaplam Mitchell was .

Arlington, Texas, where he served as fire chaplain

See CHAPLAIN, Page 7

~
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B CHAPLAIN

From Page 1

before going on to Gainesville,
Texas, where he served double duty
as chaplain and volunteer fircman.

Mr. Mitchell says his association
with the fire department must be
hereditary.

"My dad, my grandad and some
of my in-laws were involved with
the fire department. Somehow, it
must be in my genes."

Chaplain Mitchell, who is also
Rector of All Saints Of The Desert
Episcopal Church in Sun City, says
he was in Sun City only two
months when he became involved
with the fire department.

Although the fire chaplain
position is a voluntary, unpaid one,
he says that's just fine with him.
"It's my way of doing community
service."

To help him keep abreast of
emergency activities, the chaplain
has a police and fire scanner in his
office. When he-is not in the office,
he carries a beeper with him so that
he can be notified of the more
serious emergencies.

"The only time the beeperis off,"
he says, "is during church.”

Types of emergencies the
chaplain responds to include
structure fires, accidents with
multiple injuries and suicides, as
well as fire calls to hospitals and
nursing homes.

When there is a fatality, Chaplain
Mitchell says he stays on the scene
and tries to contact the victim's
pastor and stays until the pastor
arrives. If last rites arc nceded and
the pastor is not present, Chaplain
Mitchell will administer the rites.

The chaplain also works with the
Red Cross in some situations, such

i

as when a person's home has
burned. In such cases the chaplain
helps obtain housing and relief for
the victim, '

In emergencies such as house
fires, Chaplain Mitchell says he is
able to help the [ire chief by getting
names, addresses and other
information from the person or
persons involved when the chief

and firefighters are busy fighting -

the fire.

"I have the time to hunt" for such
information, he says.

"People arc usually willing to
talk to me. They appreciate getting
some kind of information. I try to
convey Lo them what the fire
department is doing to their home."

The chaplain says he tries to
cxplain to the victims information
such as what is going on, the
amount of time things will take,
who will watch the house when it is
vacant, who to call for help, ctc.

"The Sun City Posse is real good
about watching homes," the
chaplain says. The firc department
has gotten "good cooperation from
the Posse."

Chaplain Mitchell says his
average work day is nothing out of
the ordinary. "It's the unusual ones
that make the day different.

"Every fire is different. You
never have an ordinary fire."

However, when he is not
responding to calls, the chaplain
says he has plenty to keep him busy
in the church office. He points out
that he's actually busicer in the office
than he is responding to emergency
calls.

The chaplain keeps abreast of
what is going on with the fire

department by attending the
monthly fire board meetings and by
chatting with the firemen.

"The firemen are busy and
constantly working to improve their
skills," he says. "Their morale has
increased. One fireman even told
me, 'I don't have a job now, I have a
career,’

"We're lucky to have such a
talent-in the department, for being
such a small department,” Chaplain
Mitchell says.

As for the chaplain's plans, he
says he has no intentions of leaving
Sun City or his position with the
fire department. He does, however,
have one request of the residents
out here. -

"I hope people remain fire
conscious and try to prevent fires.

. It's casier to prevent fires than to

put them out.
"But if there is a fire, I'll be
there.”
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Musician director's work spans a lifetime

MAESTRO MOECK spends 30 hours studying just one orchestral
score. "I've got 1o study every note in there and everybody's pan.”
Mr. Moeck is the founder, former musical director and conductor for
the San Fernando Valley Theatre of Performing Arts. He is presently

Sun Citian

By LAURIE HURD-MOORE
Sun Cities Independent

L.
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His musical passion and
experience are revealed the
moment he opens the door to
his study.

Walter F. Moeck
(pronounced “Meck™) of Sun
City West, guides a visilor
through his special room
with the same ease and grace
he uses as a musical director
and conductor.

His work, and his awards
in the field of music, as
portrayed on the study walls,
spans a lifetime.

Today, Mr. Moeck is
involved in several local
music groups, including the
Sun City Concert Band, and
the Fine Arts Orchestra in
Scottsdale.

He has conducted the
concert band for about 1 1/2
years.

His love for music doesn't
stop with conducting.

On his piano are the busts
of Bach, Brahms and
Beethoven.

On his desk, behind stacks
of sheet music, are signed
pictures of Ronald and
Nancy Reagan and the
President and First Lady,
George and Nancy Bush.

A postcard from Richard
Nixon sits opposite the desk.

In addition to his music
awards, he received the
Medal of Merit from
President Bush earlier in
March 1990, for his work in
the National Republican
Scnatorial Committee.

An American Flag in the
rotunda of the U.S. Capitol
was dedicated to the resident
recently.

In all, this year alone, he
has received four national
and intemational honors.

conductor of the Sun City Concert Band.

began as a child prodigy on
the trumpet.

As he talks, he makes the
gliding arm movements that
only a seasoned conductor
would make.

“My parents had their own
orchestra and their own
dance band. I heard music
from the time I was born.

“When I was four years
old, they gave me a
concertina. I could play it by
ear.

“At the age of 7, I started
studying piano. When I was
9, I started playing the
trumpet. This became my
main instrument.”

By the age of 16, Mr.
Moeck received several state
and national honors.

He was asked 1o join the
Wisconsin Symphony
Orchestra as first trumpet by
the age of 17.

The artist graduated from
Eastman School of Music
and received his master's
degree in conducting from
the University of Iowa.

Mr. Moeck became the
protege of world renowned
French conductor Pierre
Monteux.

He was made “Life
Fellow” by the Intemational
Institute of Arts and Letters
in Zurich, Switzerland.

“A lot of people out there
are waving a stick. But, a
real conductor is ... first of
all you have to real expe-
rience with all of the
orchestral instruments. I
mean, to have played in a
symphony orchestra and to
know the repertoire and the
styles of the various periods.

MO Fav o ity

Mozart, I would conduct it
differently from Wagner.
Each one is a different style.”

Mr. Moeck says a
conductor is really a “‘co-
creator.™

“He recreates what the
composer intended it to be.”

A conductor must also
understand the difficulties
and peculiarities of each in-
strument.

“It's not just getting up
and beating the baton, its
having an insight into all of
iL”

The conductor says he has
also found that superb
hearing (“When you hear a
wrong note out of the whole
orchestra, you have to be
able 1o pick it out”) and an
energelic spirit are also pre-
requisites of the job.

“It makes the adrenaline
flow. I can be very, very
exhausted and get up there
on the podium and I get all
the energy in the world.”

A short, light-weight baton
says Mr. Moeck, adds to his
exuberance.

Finally, he says, con-
ducting requires knowledge
in the psychology of human
behavior.

All this experience has
been derived from decades
spent in positions such as
musical director and
conductor for the University
of Alabama Symphony Or-
chestra, the Alabama Pops
Symphony Orchestra and the
Birmingham Ballet.

Before moving 1o Sun City
West, he conducted the Los
Angeles Repertoire Sym-

rhany the \Waerlals Cym.
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Portraits Of Our Residents

Valley Theatre of Periorming
Arts,

He was also a part of the
San Carlo Opera Company
and the American Philhar-
monic.

The resident's name can be
found in "Who's Who in
Entertainment,” *Who's
Who in Classical Music in
America” and “Who's Who
in Intemnational Music.”

Thdar: Afe Y faaal- . va

of the Sun Cities,” if such a
publication existed.

In addition to his work,
the resident practices the
trumpet two hours every
day. And, he continues to
use a piano to compose
music.

“I've always conducted
symphonies but since 1
moved out here, I want 1o do
something for the

PO MY

take Sun City band over and
try o improve it.

He says the 80 members
of the group -- averaging 71
years of age -- are “coming
along nicely.”

“I'll never stop con-
ducting.

“I'll probably dic on the
podium like most of them
do.

*Conducting is just

snmethine that's 2 pan of
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Retiree remains active through'Good Shepherd

MITCHELL VANTREASE
DAILY NEWS-SUN

When she retired as a school
teacher, Ruth Mohr of Sun City had
some extra time so she decided to

volunteer at the Good Shepherd

Retirement Center.

That was 20 years and many vol-
unteer duties ago. From playing
games with residents to stocking gift
cards on shelves, the Illinois native
has had many jobs at the center.

“I just want to keep busy, which
helps me stay physically and men-
tally alert,” she said. “I figured why

B WHAT: Good Shepherd Retirement Center
volunteers.

B WHERE: 10323 W. Olive Ave.
W INFO: 8750134,

not because 1 know they wanted
someone to help them,” she said.
Mohr volunteers with the human

- resources department, filing and fin-

ishing paperwork.
Mary Beesley,-a human resources

assistant, said Mohr has been a

asset to the department. -

“She’s really wonderful and makes
our life interesting,” Beesley ' said.

- “(Ruth) does all of the little things we

wouldn't have time to do.”

In addition to her work at Good
Shepherd, Mohr helps with the print-
ing of Braille books for blind people at
Fountain of Life Lutheran Church.
She’s -involved in the -church’s mis-
sionary league as well.

“I just love helping out in the com-
munity, and this keeps me active,”
she said. “I'm not a quilter or craft
person, so I needed something to do.”.

Mohr said it's important for her to
stay active and that includes her

k

exercise program.

When Mohr first joined Good Shep- :
herd, she came to the retirement cen-
ter once a week. Now, she's there’
three times a week.

The retiree has participated in the
auxiliary, which helps raise money for
the residents. .

“I really love what I do here and
couldn't imagine not doing it,” she
said. “I'm very proud to be part of
something that helps others and
keeps me occupied.” .

To nominate someone for a commu-
nity service profile, Mitchell Vantrease
may be reached at 876-2526 or
muantrease@aztrib.com.




V STEVE mEMEK/DML‘; NEWS-SUN
Retired teacher Ruth Mohr of Sun City volunteers at Good Shepherd Retirement Center, where
she works in the human resources department.

COMMUNITY SERVIGE

STEVE CHERNEK/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Ruth Mohr, left, talks with Mary Beesley in the human
resources department at Good Shepherd Retirement Center
Monday. Mohr has volunteered at the center for almost 20
years.
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Mar;v Lou Lou Molony
Family: ' Tivo children,
o grandchildren
and one 8reat-grandchild,
Hometown: Wichita, Kan,
Philosoph y:

“Al ways do for others &

Key to longewry “l eat sensibly and have a

drink every now and then, byt
Ldon't imbipe often.”

Greatest accomplismeny: Having two
wonderful children,

i

World traveler

serves others
at the Lodge

ey' TINA SCHADE
Staff writer

ary Lou Molony will never have
to lift a leg in vain or wedge her
way into a workout outfit. She
will never have to suffer her way
through a single sit-up or sacrifice a min-
ute of sleep to take an early morning stroll.

That's because the well-conditioned and
petite Molony burns enough calories as it
is, weaving her way through the tables at
two of Sun City’s hottest eateries.

Nope, she’s not a waitress earning a
little extra cash for exotic travel, although
she's been on 20 cruises and trekked to
Alaska five times. ,

Rather, Molony is a volunteer at the
Olive Branch Senior Center and Sun Valley
Lodge lunchrooms.

Since 1984, the 84-year-old has logged in
more than 2,000 hours at Sun Valley Lodge
where, in addition to serving up a mean
cup of java, she has escorted residents to
the on-site beauty salon, taken them up for'
a tour. of the rose garden and sorted
through their mail.

“This is like a second home to me,” she
said.

Molony's mother was also a long-time
volunteer at Sun Valley Lodge more than
30 years ago. Molony visited her mom
regularly, fell in love with the lodge and
has been a chip off the volunteer block
ever since.

And while being a Golden Lady, the
name- given to female volunteers at Sun
Valley Lodge, keeps Molony hopping, her
services are needed elsewhere.

Since 1991, Molony has served lunch at
the Olive Branch Senior Center on 107th
and Peoria avenues in Sun City.

Two days a week, along with six or seven
other generous volunteers, Molony serves
up almost 120 meals in one lunch hour.

“When I get up in the morning I've got
somewhere to go where somebody needs

me. And besides, I get more out of this
_ than I give,” she said

' Molony is far too fexsty and energetic to
sit around _ 4

“I didn’t want to be like my friends and

- get glued to the TV and sit in rockers. ... I.
wanted to lead an independent life,” she -

; smd iy 8 sk

Molony volunteered in her home state of
Kansas where she worked with handi-
capped .children, the Girl Scouts, Project

" Beauty, a neighborhood beautif‘ication
. project, and the local symphony.

" Away from volunteering, Molony is a‘
member of First Presbyterian Church and
.. enjoys traveling. : }

"“I've had some wonderful experiences in

. my life. ... I've been very blessed,” she said.

" To nominate a Doer, call Tina Schade

- at the Daily News-Sun, 876-2514.
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Tramed arst. Michael's
Hospual Toramo,
Canada it
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i By 860’ 2 Services of the Sun Cities Area.
‘Fantasy: 2 If I were younger, | would want

to work ina leper colony.

My father. People are still talk-
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“; .. ing about his Kindness.

.Key to Longevuty Keepmg active.
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bl Last WordS' i I never have a Iasr word. | _,rusr

B & “¢ keep oni going like that
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'people in need

‘Retiree holds global resume

- By MIKE HEGARTY

_D\a‘iqu News-Sun staff = = ° {4
#
: most of’her’ adult’ life before ﬁnally settl-
5 Wt ing in’ Arizona'in'1976. :

§ B\uf. she..refers to Thaxland where she spent :

“*almost three.years.as+a medical volunteer, “as
“more home than my little town in Canada.” !

‘ She 'nevenx‘eould«"graSp ‘the Thai 'language,

though which 1s based on ﬁve tones

"‘I trlectvto Jearn ,Tha1,” 'sald Moore who pre-.::

viously: 'worked: iat Stanford. University and -the
- Universi

“doctor'a ‘dog.’ §o after that I'quit trying.”

Durmg,té?o tnps to the'Orlent‘ first in the late .

-1960siand’ agaln .ID; 1978 she set up an Intensive
~ Care’Unit and a cancer: regxstry, taught English as
‘a second language ‘and produced brochures for

the MeCormfck‘Hosplfa'l in Chlang Mai.

The next year Moore, along ‘with Gordon An-
- derson and Ed POpe both deceased estabhshed

the Sun Cities Hospice in 1979, -

The Hospice service provides assistance to
terminally i1l ‘patients..

Moore said she cooks for them, does their
shopping, makes funeral arrangements and goes
on errands,

£ ¢~ \un Citian Jean Moore was botn and raised” -
--in'Canada and moved to San Francisco for -

‘ ‘of Califérnia’hospitals as a bedside’
nui;se““:I‘ goY s tore *Wroné“once ‘and ‘called a

Moore also.

“We're' there ‘for, them,'*“Moore said, “I've-al- -
ways promised- people T'll 'be with them when
they die, that they won't be ‘alone.”

Moore was the Hospice'’s volunteer coordmator
for two years  before leaving that post because she
wanted ¥patient contact.”” She: has attended to .
hundreds of patients in their homes..: 1~ . i

Working with people in their own’ surroundings‘
has been enjoyable, Moore saxd ‘but’she’s excited
Sun. Health is constructmg a new building solely
for the dyxng Eridh ol 1] i YT A o

Moore who has been w:dowed smce ‘she moved
to Sun City, finds. mlt‘illment in the" volunteer
service, that includes late ‘night phone cslls and
assignments, because “I'm needed.” ., ... ..

"People will rap on my’door and say Will: you
be with me when I die?"” she. said.

Moore keeps.her head, and splnts up desplte :
her difficult surroundings.

“It'doesn’t depress me because I have faith,”
said Moore, an active member of the Faith Pres—
byterian Church of Sun Clty, where she serves on
the ACT committee. .

The ACT program houses theological students
for about three weeks: so .they can see “what :
we've ‘done in'this town; the places we've bmlt
and manage, and how actwe and caring we are.” -:

Along mth,,educatmg them ~about: Sun City,:
“talks to the young men’on thé downs
side.of: growlng old. -She said. she hds “pages of !
stuff,” ranging from bad: health to the suimde rate ]
to'the feer gF deathil £t stadt iy :

“I'm a morbxd creature ) she sald

But nothing could be further from the truth.

Last year, when she returned to a former leper " —
colony in Thailand that is a'rehabilitation center .3
for people suffering from bone problems, she met =
a man she had visited 20 years ago. 0

“(The first time I went there) I made it a point |
to greet each and every one of them in my best
Thai,” she said. “This one man said he remem- '
bered me pecause I wasn’t afraid to touch them.” g
she said 3 T -,.'»'-"“. %

And that’s the effect Moore leaves on everyone jioh
She's not afraid to reach out and offer a heIping
hand to those inneed. . ot e el
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Lucille More-
house of Sun
City won a
doubles tour-
nament with
Nancy Rholl
earlier this year.

Globetrotter

Sun City tennis player aces geography test

By DAVID R. BECK
Staff writer

The lines on Lucille Morehouse’s
face seem to tell stories of a life-
time spent hopscotching the glohe.

Morehouse, a
Sun Citian. who Tennis
has won 153
trophies playing compelitive tennis,
moved to a new locale 19 times
during her husband Charles' career
in the Navy.

A partial list of places Morehouse
has lived reads like the itinerary of
a rock band: Cuba, the Philippines,
Boston. San Diego, Oakland, Calif.,
Richmond, Va,, Newport, R.1.,, New
Jersey and her hometown of Coulee
Dam, Wash.

Growing up in eastern Wash-
ington, Morehouse’s parents taught

her to play tennis and she quickly
excelled.

“By 14, 1 could beat all the gals in
high school,” Morehouse said.
“Tennis was a sissy sport in those
davs, so all the macho students
would play baseball. There was
only one guy | couldn’t beat, so they
had me play on the boys™ team.”

Morehouse, 68, then played No. 2
singles for the women's tennis team
at the Universily of Washington
and earned the nickname, “Killer
Backhand.”

She even has BACKHAND on her
personalized license plates, though
she recently returned from a seven-
year compeltitive tennis absence.

“They only had three women turn
out for women’s 55 and 1 just got
tired of traveling,” Morehouse said.

Mollie ). Hoppes/Daily Hews.S.~

Tll-97

“So I just play for fun now.”

Morehouse, who moved to Sun
City in 1986, also took a 10-year
tennis sabbatical starting in 1958
simply because there wasn'l
enough compelition.

Morehouse did make a tennis
comeback in March, teaming with
Nancy Rholl to win a doubles title
at the Sun Cily tennis tournament

While living in Guantanamo Bay.
Cuba, Morehouse taught tennis for
two years, though she is the first to
admit her form isn’'t exactly per-
fect.

“1 never had a lesson so my hus.
band said it was like the blind
leading the blind,” Morehouse said
“l1 knew how to play but I don't do
it right.”
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East meets West in Sun City

Couple’s
home reflects
life in Japan

ERIN REEP
DAILY NEWS-SUN

When she first arrived in
Japan, Helen Morrill felt a bit

disoriented.

Everything in Japanese

culture was foreign to her.

“When [ first got there,
everything was backwards,”

she recalled.

The cars drove on the left
When
asked her name, she was to
give her last name, then her
And when she was
introduced to Japanese liter-
ature, she found “the back of

side of the streets.

first.

the book is the front.”

Morrill and her husband,
Doug, served as educational
missionaries to Japan from

From A1

Doug was the school's trea-
surer. They later taught at
Kwansei Gakuin University,
where Helen taught English
and business English and
Doug taught English and
international trade.

Last week, Helen shared
some of her experiences with
the Women's Fellowship of
the Church of the Palms. She
taught the women how to
write characters used in Jap-
anese language. There are 48
letters in the syllabary — five
vowels, the rest combinations
of consonants and vowels
that make up syllables, Helen
explained. There are 1,850
basic characters in the lan-
guage, which are “enough to
read a Japanese newspaper,”
Helen said.

When the Morrills
returned to the United States,
they found that sonie Japa-
nese words remained part of
their vocabularies and those
of their three adult children.

“A chest of drawers in Jap-
anese is ‘tansu,’ " Helen said.
“Even today, we don't say
‘chest of drawers,” we say

1949 to 1970 through the
foreign-missions board of the
Congregational Church. They
taught in Japanese colleges
and universities and raised

their three children there.

A visit to the Morrills’ Sun
City home reveals a deep love
for Japanese and Asian cul-
ture. Artwork from Japan
adorns the walls; vases and
cabinets festoon the living

room.

The Morrills’ son, Tim, still
lives in Japan, and the cou-
ple has returned to the coun-
try four times since moving
back to the United States

more than 30 years ago.

Helen Morrill grew up on a
wheat farm in Kansas, and
Doug was raised in India by
his
father was a Congregational-

missionary parents;

ist minister.

Helen and Doug ‘met in
Hays, Kan., where Helen was

‘tansu.”

A custom that became part
of their lives is the Japanese
tradition of greeting friends
and acquaintances by bow-
ing, rather than through
handshakes, hugs or waves.

Helen recounted how the
Japanese eat at low tables,
sitting on the floor. The Mor-
rills were often invited into
homes or to go out as guests.
A popular dish was sushi,
which Helen said she didn't
really like.

“I did not like raw fish, but
that's a real delicacy there,”
she said.

The Japanese sleep on
mats on the floor that are
rolled up and stored on
shelves during the day. Space
is very tight in apartments
there, Helen said. The Mor-
rills had a Western-style
home with beds, but their
son still living in Japan
sleeps “Japanese-style” on
the floor. _

The Morrills hope to make
another visit to Japan, Helen
said.

“Our son is wanting us to
come over and visit him,” she
said.

Erin Reep can be reached
at 8762832 or
ereep@aztrib.com.

teaching business courses in
the high school after finishing
at Fort Hays State University.
Doug was stationed at Walker
Air Force Base, and the cou-
ple met on a blind date at an
officer’s club dance.

On the morning after the
dance, Helen visited a.Pres-
byterian church with a
friend, and when she walked
in, she saw Doug there.

“He came over that after-
noon, and we listened to a
classical music program,” she
said.

The couple were married
in 1946, upon Doug's dis-
charge from the U.S. Army
Air Corps.

The Morrills said they
never planned on becoming
missionaries, but as it hap-
pened, that was the path life
took them down.

Doug earned a master's
degree in social sciences,

with a focus on political sci-
ence, history and economics,
from the University of Chica-
go. Helen had a bachelor's
degree in business adminis-
tration, and earned her mas-
ter's in business
administration from Cente-
nary College in Louisiana
after returning from Japan.

Doug was considering his
options after his discharge
from the military, and applied
to the domestic and foreign
missions board of the Con-
gregational Church. To the
couple's surprise, they were
offered positions as educa-
tional missionaries in an area
between Osaka and Kobe,
Japan.

The Morrills first worked at
Kobe College, an elite wom-
en’s college founded by Con-
gregational missionaries in
1875. Helen taught English:

See JAPAN, A5

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN
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Helen Mor-
rill prepares
to tell the
Women's
Fellowship
of the
Church of
the Palms
about her
experience
as a mis-
sionary in
Japan from
1949 to
1970.
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Bank
Continued from Extra A g
Sun City was built over the
site of I\Iarinetua.

Residents served as uinea':
“pigs to untried marketing

THE ARIZONA REPUR
LIC 'NO 1
o NORTHWEST 1w techniques, which proved to'
Monday, January 21, 1985 I M%’Jmf‘ﬂ' Y .
i S “We made the nk a
s, ¢ 5 : = : e cmjl_nmunity center, so to
i e b b spéak," Staley said. !

e ' : ] ¢ ; - The bank lobby was trans-
i formed into a minimuseum
for satellite art exhibitions of
the Phoenix Art Museum,
‘and that was the beginning
of what is now the Sun Cities,
Art. Museum, scheduled to
open this year. 3

Staley also refused to
charge customers for safety-
deposit boxes or travelers ]
checks, Morrill said. ]

The bank had a men’s and ,
women's advisory board,
headed by directors John
Anderson, a retired Sun City
resident, and Kathryn' GAin="
mage, wife of Grady Gam-
mage, 1Rg president of Ari-
zona Statle University..
Gammage was the first
woman bank director in the
state, Morrill said. :

He said the “greatest gim-
mick” was- when the bank
monitored construction of a
future resident’s home if he
opened an account for $5 or
.more. :

“I would scoot around on
my golf cart and take 8ix
color Polaroid shots of homes
under construction at differ-
ent times; a written report
would be made, and the

S results were sent to wherever
Roy Cosway/Republic the people livetfl,“ Morrill

Paul Morri . :
| orrill stands at the Century Bank on Grand Avenue, which he and Rex Staley founded in 1970. said.
; ) He said City Bank was the

Retired pair with time on hands iy e

.the middle of the main floor.

brought neighborly bank to life . 5o e

said. “That was the differ-|

o PR R DT PP P P . B AP T A

By VICTORIA M. STEVEN i }
Northwest Valley Bureau S :}?Zo 'l'('i: B‘ales]o[fice south of By 1971, the two were ence between our bank and’
SUN CITY — Great things disti g'’s Inn with the operating out of a trailer others — it was a small bank,
happén when retired mg istincl purpose of serving temporary headquarters ! just a country bank.”
become bored. = re't‘:%ehq FORCET Toocs: til the bank building Ope:;i The bank started on
. Ok, as (e ol apbise prin - (o e Tl DA R $650,000 in capital. Staley
rilljlnﬁn(;.yrﬁ?:ggnll.) ::‘al:ﬂ N;{or- over the world and were -ite}:ltwglrrﬁ;' residents depos- owned more than half of the
" Staley, both 70 meshefirid ex zom?'lhln special in their  Staley recalled som 1,620 ail;q:kﬂi'l wb!:c_h sold at
* in 1970. ' eas ita‘_:.o ?:l.abey said. “I believed gaying, “Why would w:‘;‘;ﬁ 5410 esclg_;; t! :rhegmg:lng;’es
q T ould be very appropriate : n s siness
w:'lwn-r.fa'{,loﬁ:ad '}(:fu""grsm'*’)" to give spgcinli_zédps;;rvli?gelﬂi.o;n f,’,‘,‘s'i,;,"? gf&hhc;‘;’:#&' H'iOU'd : became cumbersome for the
gourde” 5o they-decided e; a :l:_cl)mmt_.l_mty such as this.” . " town." ’ 1d “leave small bank, it was sold to one
open what became the Cen- finaﬁc?:id I:f igriored several But Ytust took no-time to : %’;;i};;: b}):sgddesrrec;orsar.nﬁltyqa
tury Bank at’Grand and him Shaareets who ik bl oyee vexidents noliosd: o igs s share, Smith
in d:pe :c‘l’:mlesb —- t!u: grsl “world’s highest concentra- an?j Zﬁé’f,}\]l,’.?,;'{ m‘_’:;“‘[’i"l:)l:ie,fe- eventually merged City Bank’
City, un l.ul))ndof banking complexes in in, ooding with Surety Savings and
At the time, Staley, a " 1&9::}5;“ Ctl)immumty," - “We were so successful,” léoa?" which becams Centuty
Paradise Valley resident, had struction who oversaw con- Staley said. “But people in ?.’h' s b oo
just retired from the Interna- Esruc ICO'I.l of the bank, said, Sun City responded to that - e ek playee
tional Banking Consorti un City has a lot of money, kind of personal banking.” a f.c'lf in Paradise Valley, an(.!'
in Philadelphia um so it has a lot of banks. On The bank built ;'Lg s m_ here _fwmg speeches,
: : the average street corner, you of an oI:l sl.;agcc‘oagl? slo(;)sll'(t)‘: said Morrill, '

However, Staley decided see three bank
H ce anks and %
E:nlt‘lﬂndgn '-"};ﬂda (;]nou h (ﬁ' _flllhng _station. Anywhzt:: &ﬁatwsv:.:lcﬁ;r cﬂ?;é"f]‘;ze:.was
J n orri it’ > : 5 s per-
opened the City Bank in _ﬁrﬁﬁd'ﬁ-’ the other way sonal marketing ;ab:r;'l.ory."_
. = — Bank, Extra C
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PAUL MORRILL — Retired Arrﬁy coionelhrdecllcuuon oF
was featured speaker last September at the

Morrill, patriotic'spe

L d g

Garden at Bel

News-Sun photo by Stephen Chernek

"Iha‘&gpe

| Recreation

dies followmg hearf..aﬂack

News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — Retired Army
Col. Paul Morrill, 73, died
Wednesday at Walter O. Boswell
Memorial Hospital, following a
heart attack.

Morrill, widely known in Sun
City for patriotic and historic
talks he gave to local organiza-
tions, moved to the area in 1969
from Kansas. He was born in

Bangor, ' Maine, and graduated

from the University of Mary-
land, U.S. Armor School, British
Army Senior Officérs Staff Col-
lege and U.S. Command und
General Staff College.

"His 36 years of military ser-
vice began on his 18th birthday
and ended while he was an of-
ficer in the regular Army. He
was a veteran of World War II,
Korea and Vietnam, and served
overseas in many countries from
Egypt to England. He ‘was
awarded - eight service medals
and seven decorations, headed
by the Legion of Merit.

. It 'recént years, Morrill was
widely known for his historical
research into the American co-
.lonial period and for the hun-
dreds of talks he gave through-
out the nation. His most popular
speeches were printed in a book,
““So Gallantly Streaming,”

whlch won an award from Free
doms ' Foundation at ' Valley

Forge. The award matched two .. TR!

others Morrill received from the
foundation in 1967 and 1977, - »

Friends remember Morrill as
a community leader and'a man
who always flew the symbol of

his country's freedom on the "

flagpole outside his home. v+

Sun Citian Doug Morris, who
will giverthe.eulogy:at the: fu‘/’
neral, knew Morrill for many.
years,

“I have nothing but admira-
tion’ for . him!” He.was a great’
contributor to our‘community.'l’
had never known him to-refuse, -
at any inconvenience, to do some
good for the community,” Morris
said. “He was one of the most

atriotic men’' I- have ever
nown. It seemed as though it
was in his very fibre. It will be

difficult to' imagine a_ patnotic.‘-

event without him there.” Gt
‘Morrill was a life member and’

past-president of the Sun Cityis
Youngtown Kiwanis CIub"Mo}.gk'
fellow of the ’Kiwanis - Interi* su| ggests

national Foundation; served two

‘bers uf the same orgamzatlon.
served on national committees of
0A; was a’member. of the
'Fort Huachica”Retired Officers

Council, was_former’ director *in-

ak ,., 111 “;:;’3“*‘
er'w -+ g

L}

C;ﬁ'b‘ Momortul‘n

A
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!'l

Sun’ C:ty of ¢civil ' defense ' and "\

servéd on'‘the}Sun’ Cmeu Area -
. Presa ( Councll My

Epmccpa! ,ﬂiocese “of " Arizona,

.The City Bank, past president ‘of
fthe Sun.Cities Art Museum ‘and
st-a! for tha Sun City Saints’

He is: aumved by: his mfe
Jean, «a- son, Stephen Paul' of
Tampa, - Fln. a--brother, Rev.

Momll was founder. first sen-
:or warden and warden emeritus ,.
Au Saints' of the: Desert Epis-.
I" Chuirch, was active in the -

and was a founding director of .,,'

~n

il
i}

;-

Douglas ‘M. of Augusta, Maine, b

and several nieces and nephews
Memorial “service will be 2

the’ Desert.: Episcopal . Church,,
9§02 Hutton Dnve il hefl ‘,,, h:

b e aa sl

Lof the’,

‘p.m. Wednesday at All Saints of -

f
In lieu’of. ﬂayvers thq faimily b4
memorials to-All Salnts‘{)
Desert - Church Endow-" !

terms as president of:the Sun “ment Fund,9502'Hutton!Drive, {
City Area Chapter of the Retired Sun. City: 85351 the Sun. Cities ,
Officers Association and was ‘Art Museum Fund 17425 N.
founder and seven-year president -116th Ave., Sun C:t_v 86373 or a'
of the Arizona Councll of Chap charlty of choice. g !

74 7YYol
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Farewell to a patriot

“When our people read the papers, or watch the
television, or see a play, or look at a sunset, I want
. their reaction to be in some way affected by their

Americanism . .. To be an American ought to be
something unique on the face of this globe.”

These words appear in a small book, “. .. So
Gallantly Streaming?”’ written in 1983 by Col. Paul
M. Morrill, U.S. Army (retired). Col. Morrill died
Wednesday evening; and Sun City has lost one of its
most respected residents.

Col. Morrill made a study of our early history; he
knew the Declaration of Independence, the U.S.
Constitution and the history of our flag well. He
wrote articles and books, and spoke to more than
35,000 people about their symbolism and their
meaning to a free people. He demonstrated his
patriotism by serving 29 years as an officer in the
regular Army — in World War II, Korea and Viet-
nam — receiving eight service medals and seven
decorations, including the Legion of Merit. And
when he retired to Sun City, he continued serving in
community organizations and in his church.

The highest praise we can give — and that we
believe he would value most — is that here was a
true patriot, one who lived his patriotism with quiet
sincerity every day.
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Monday, July 20, 1992 Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz.

Douglas Morris
Vitae Graduate of
Dartmouth College.
Hometown West Brooklyn,
Nova Scotia.
Yalley home Sun City.
Marital status  Marricd
to Laura
for 59 years.
Self-portrait Ambitious, assertive, community-minded,
friendly.
Motto 1f you don't try it, you'll never do it.
Greatest feat That my wife has tolerated me for 59 years.
Walter Mitty fantasy 1 would like to make a substatial contribution
to the improvement of our society,
[nspirgtion T'm the luckiest man in the world to have had
good influences since my childhood, people
the likes of Clarence Darrow and so many
others.
Good/bad habits My love of family. Smoking.
Favorite food/drink Lobster. White wine.
' TV programs The McNeil-Lehrer Report.
Books at bedside Re-reading Shakespeare.
Yacation spot/luxury: T've traveled so much and loves seeing all of
Arizona. A real luxury would be to put
. ‘enough money aside that my children and
grandchildren would never again have a «
moment of financial concern.
Key to longevity My ancestors, a molley crew of English and
" Scotch.
Last words So much I was capable of doing, so little I
did.

B ot

Sun City’s
liberty bell

ouglas Morris, an 82- |

year-old Sun Citian

with a rich history of

public service, has had
a love affair with words since
his youth.

From his childhood in Bos-
ton, when he sneaked into the
Old South Church to hear at-
torney Clarence Darrow speak,
to his days at Dartmouth and
his career in marketing and
public relations, Morris has
always respected language.

Morris, who moved to Sun
City from Boston 19 years ago,
spins a beautiful tale of the
history of his brainchild, the
replica of the Liberty Bell at
Bell Recreation Center.

Unlike its Philadelphia-

based inspiration, the Sun City
pealing every |

bell rings,
Fourth of July during Sun
City’s holiday celebration.

“Out of nowhere, the word

went out that Sun City ought |

to have a Liberty Bell to ring
during the bicentennial,” he
said. “When people found out

that we needed donations of :‘.

metal objects, we set a date for
the gathering of material.”

Four tons of metal were
gathered on trucks parked at
Sun City Stadium, during a
weekend that Morris® fondly
recalls.

“With the exception of win-
ter carnival at Dartmouth, I've
never had a wilder weekend,”
he said. “People brought ta-
bleware, jewelry and bed
springs. It was all loaded on
trucks, melted in Phoenix and
shipped to Holland, where the
original was ereated There,
our bell was made.”

The bell was rung for the_

first time on America’s bice-

ntennial, and it will -continue
rmgmg on the Fourth of every |
July “as long'as'I’ mhale and’ |

exhale,” Moms said.”

se7200q siYol/
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Ring That Bell fou

By JEANNIE JOHNSON
Staff writer

Sun City has lost one ql“ its
great supporters and patriots.

H. Douglas “Doug” Morris,
86. died in his home on Sept.
2. 1996. The native of Nova
Scotia, Canada, will be
remembered as Sun City’s
greatest cheerleaders and the

‘Family, friends praise Doug Morris

MW From A1

the United States when he
was an infant, and he went on
to graduate from Dartmouth
University. He worked in

advertising
and marketing
in New York
City.

‘‘He was
one of those
'50s ad men
they wrote
stories about,”
said his son,
Jack. “He was

Morris

part of that
gray-flannel era.”
Jane Freeman, another

long-time Sun City booster,
said what made Morris so
good at his job was his grasp
of the English language.

“He had the most marvelous
way with words of anyone I've
ever known,” she said. “To
hear him speak was like po-
etry.” "

His son backs that up.

“This was a man who spent
all ‘his life in commu-
nications,” he said. “lI have
files of things he produced.
He loved the English language
and had this amazing ability
to write and speak. It made
him a tough father to argue
-with. He was quite an orator.
He could really stand up and
deliver.””

Morris and his wife, Laura,

‘came to Sun City in 1972. They

founder of the annual Ring
That Bell ceremony.

“Doug was probably the
finest public relations persons
and representatives for Sun
City and certainly for the
United States,” said Jerry
Svendsen, publisher of the
Sun Life Magazine. “Doug was
a very patriotic person and
had a wonderful human qual-

came to join Laura’s twin sis-
ter, Gertrude, .and her hus-
band. The move came as a bit
of a shock to the children,
Jack said.

“Their moving' here struck
me as a radical thing to do,”
he said. “They were hardcore
Easterners. My aunt came
down from Idaho, so basically
it was two families coming
from qfiite a ways to be to-
gether.”

" Coming to Sun City didn't
mean retirement for Morris.
He became the editor of the
Sun City Citizen which is now
the Sun Cities Independent,
was an active member of the
Lions Club and was involved
in several projects with Del
Webb including the Sundome.

“My dad liked to be busy,”
Jack said. “He was involved in
a lot of projects out Here, and
he .took his editor job very
seriously. He also liked work-
ing with Del Webb. He loved
the concept of Sun City and
certainly America. He emb-
raced _our country: He was
very, véry American.”

His patriotic spirit lives on
in the annual Ring That Bell
ceremony every July 4 at the
Bell Recreation Center. As the
bicentennial approached,
Morris wanted something dif-
ferent for the celebration,
Freeman said.

“He wanted to do something

meaningful, not just a parade "

and a few dances and it would

E o BN

nder Doug Morris dies

ity about him. I worked for
Del Webb for 20 years and
worked with him on several
projects. He would always put
in his 100 percent before he
asked anyone else to put in
their 100 percent.”

. Morris had a lifetime of ex-
perience promoting good
things. His family moved to

» See Family, friends, A6

be over,” she said.
everyone in Sun City gathered
their scrap metal into a pile
and sent it off. It was melted
down and forged into a rep-
lica of the Liberty Bell.”

“SO, Kz

Unlike the Liberty Bell in

Philadelphia, the replica in
Sun City can be rung. Each
Independence Day, hundreds
of Sun City residents listen to
patriotic songs and spcecches
and then line up to ring the
bell.

Jack, who followed in his
father's marketing and ad-
vertising footsteps, _said he
isn’t surprised his father came
up with such an idea.

“My dad was an idea man,”
he said. “He would tome up
with an idea and run with it.
Sometimes it was half-baked,
and other times it was like the
Liberty Bell which really
made a difference in this
community.”

Morris is survived by three :

sons, Charles of Spokane,
Wash., Chester of Key West,
Fla., and Jack of Atlanta, Ga.;
a daughter, Sheila Asala of
Phoenix; nine grandchildren;
and three great-
grandchildren.

No service is planned. Me-
morials may be sent to the
Lions Club International, 1016

N. 32nd St.. Sl:ite 1, Phoenix,

85008.
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Retired...in style

Salesman, man of careers,
' he has served Sun City well

By GLENN E. SANBERG

Doug Morris is a salesman.

You name it, his advertising
agencies have sold it: double-
duty tooth brushes, aspirin with
a hole in it, Lever Brothers soap,
Campbell's soup, Revlon beauty
products, newspaper advertising
and the sterling campaign quali-
ties of political candidates.

Doug’s ambition was the gov-
ernment diplomatic service, but
like so many turns in his several
careers, entering government
service got side-tracked by his
insatiable desire to learn all he
could abaout any subject that
caught his fancy.

At Dartmouth College it was a
theme on “The Bank for Interna-
tional Settlement,” which he
wrote to support a scholarship
application, that changed his
life

“I wrote a letter to the one
man who knew more about the
subject than anyone else, Owen
D. Young," Morris said.

The fact that Owen D. Young
happened to be president of Gen-
eral Electric and chairman of the
Bank for International Settle-
ment, didn't seem to bother
young Morris.

“'I took it for granted he would
talk to me,” he explained.

Intrigued by the letter, Young
invited Morris to New York for a
4 o'clock appointment. Morris
hitchhiked to New York, and
met the industrial giant in his
luxurious suite of offices at the
appointed time.

“He was a big man,” Morris
said, “completely at ease, with
his coat off displaying a set of
wide, red suspenders. With his
feet on the desk, we began to
talk.”

The half-hour interview lasted
through dinner and into the late
evening. It was Young's fatherly
advice that switched Doug's ca-
reer into a 180-degree turn,

Apparently sizing up the en-
thusiasm of his young visitor,
Young said, “Why don't you wise
up..why don’t you sell some-
thing?”

It was this interview that
helped young Morris sail
through the scholarship competi-
tion in New York and be chosen
one of six students from 456
applicants to spend a year in

" Europe studying international
relations.

When he arrived in Geneva,
Switzerland, Morris said he felt
like Marco Polo, the surround-
ings were so strange.

But it didn’t take long for him

to get into the swing of things,
and before long he was riding his
bicycle across Geneva to inter-
view the great Indian philoso-
pher, Rabindranath Togare.

Here again, the interview that
was to last a short time stretched
into the evening and all through
the night.

Back at Dartmouth for his
final year, Morris began making
speeches on international rela-
tions before large groups for hon-
orariums of as much as $500.
One was the National American
Legion Convention in Boston.

What the brash young colle-
gian had to say didn't sit well
with some of the more patriotic
Legionnaires, and Morris had to
be escorted from the convention
hall by a cordon of police.

When he returned to the cam-
pus, Dartmouth’s president, Er-
nest Hopkins Martin, called him
to his office, where an irate com-
mittee from the Legion was de-
manding his expulsion.

“What are you going to do
about this?” they demanded of
the president.

Morris said Martin thought a
moment, then leaned forward
and said,“Just as soon as [ have
time, I'm going to get Doug all
the speaking engagements [
can....”

Born on a farm in Nova Scotia
in 1910, Doug moved with his
parents to Boston when he was 3
years old, and that is where the
resilient sinews of growing up
were formed.

Life was not always easy, Mor-
ris recalls.

“My mother ran a boarding
house, and we were often up at 5
o'clock in the morning helping,”
he said. He described his parents
as unschooled, but highly educat-
ed.

It was Elvira Nichols, his fifth
grade teacher, who gave him Lhe
real zest for learning.

“She was homely, wore a wig
that tilted, used pancake make-
up, had a big nose and she
cracked our knuckles with a rul-
er,” he said, “but I loved her
because she taught me the joy of
reading.”

Morris said it was Elvira Ni-
chols who set him on the exciting
course of studying great men and
the art of thinking and speaking.
This led him into radio announc-
ing and later a highly successful
career in the advertising agency
business in Boston, New York
and New Jersey.

It also sent him searching for
a community that offered the

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1986 NEWS-SUN AS

greatest opportunities for service
in retirement. Next to finding
Laura, his wife of 53 years, he
considers discovering Sun City
as one of his greatest accomplish-
ments,

Since moving to Sun City in
1972, Morris has chalked up an
exhaustive list of community
contributions: president of the
Taxpayers Association as well as
Republican Forum West, organ-
izer of such milestone celebra-
tions as the Del E. Webb Statue
project at Bell Recreation Cen-
ter, the Fourth of July ceremo-
nies, the Rio Salado Community
College Project, Peoria. School

~Advisory Committee and numer-

ous Lions Club projects.

As editor of the Citizen for
four years, his editorials planted
seeds that still bear abundant
fruit.

A man of many talents, Doug
Morris has made an indelible
imprint on this community. His
speeches before scores of Sun
City organizations always get
top billing.

His enthusiasm is synoptic
when asked about the future
possibilities of this retirement
paradise, Its future is limitless,
he contends.

“Sun City is the most under-
developed city in the nation,” he
says. “It’s time we declared a
dividend in the form of solutions
to problems involving our gener-
ation. We have a greater respon-
sibility than keeping physically
fit and fighting incorporation....”

Doug Morris is still planting
seeds.
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By BRITT KENNERLY
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — Gertrude remembers pinching her
twin, Laura, to keep her still when the two posed for a
Borden's milk ad that proclaimed “We Sell Satisfac-
tion.”

More than cight
(s POCISBURGH PRESS ... ldecades later, the
twins, who turn 85
today, arec still
looking out [lor
each other and rel-
dishing lives as mir-
| ror images.

The oldest of six
children, Gertrude
George and Laura

f ~IMorris, necc the
|Otte twins, were
born in Pittsburgh
yand spent their
early childhood
years in James-
town, N.Y. |

For years, they've
saved fragile
photos of their
peas-in-a-pod
youth.

A shot of them
decked out in
imatching hats,

hands hidden in stylish white muffs, is handsomely
framed; a picture of them smiling and sporting huge
hair ribbons pays tribute to their secming in-
separability. ' .
“Mother and Father always dressed us alike,” Laura
said. “And sometimes we took advantage of it.”
Luckily, their taste in clothes, from the beginning,
was very similar, Gertrude said.

“There’d always be a piece of clothing we both were
attracted to,” she said. “Then when we'd go to buy two
of the same outfit, they'd say, ‘We have one in your
size and one in a different color in size 16.”

The twins’ interest in clothing led them to study
costume design at Carnegie Tech’s (now Carncgie-
Mellon University) Margaret Morrison School. Each
earned a bachelor’s degree in costume design in 1931.

Looking alike had more than a few benefits at the
college level.

One day, when Gertrude was ill with the flu, Laura
“stepped in” for her sister during an economics test.
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Stephen Chernek/Dally News-5un
Twins Gertrude George, left, and Laura Morris,
celebrate their 85th birthday today. The pair, left,

. posed for an ad in the Pittsburgh Press in the late

‘20s.

“When I went in the room, I didn’t know where she
sat, and someone finally said, ‘Why don't you sit
down?'” Laura said.

Laura completed the test, but also did something her
sister hadn’t asked her to do.

She walked home with a boy Gertrude had been
cyeing — and then told him “I like you too much to
fool around.”

“When she told me the truth, I was so mad,”
Gertrude said. “And everyone in the class flunked the
test.”

After graduation, the twins planned to open their

See Bond brings, A5
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‘Sun City twins match memories

By BRITT KENNERLY
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — Gertrude remembers pinching her
twin, Laura, to keep her still when the two posed for a
Borden’s milk ad that proclaimed “We Sell Satisfac-
tion.”

More than cight
——J]decades later, the
twins, who turn 85
today, are still
looking out [lor
each other and rel-
ishing lives as mir-
ror images.

The oldest of six
children, Gertrude
|George and Laura
Morris, nece the
Otte twins, were
borp in Pittsburgh
jand spent their
early childhood
years in James-
town, N.Y.

For years, they've
saved fragile
photos of their

TIIE DU TSBURS

peas-in-a-pod
youth.

A shot of them

‘S‘dccl{(‘(l outl in

Amatching hats,

hands hidden in stylish white muffs, is handsomely
framed; a picture of them smiling and sporting huge . Stephen Chernak/Dally News-Sun
hair ribbons pays tribute to their seeming in- Twins Gertrude George, left, and Laura Morris,
Se‘l?ﬁré;l})llllty P 5 ; N celebrate their 85th birthday today. The pair, left,

other and Father always dressed us alike,” Laura . . ;

said. “And sometimes we took advantage of it.” . on(;";ﬂd for an ad in the Pittsburgh Press in the late

Luckily, their taste in clothes, from the beginning,
! was very similar, Gertrude said. “When I went in the room, I didn’t know where she

“There'd always be a piece of clothing we both were sat, and someone finally said, ‘Why don’t you sit
attracted to,” she said. “Then when we'd go to buy two  down?'” Laura said.

of the same outfit, they’d say, ‘We have one in your Laura completed the test, but also did something her
size and one in a different color in size 16.” sister hadn’t asked her to do.
The twins’ interest in clothing led them to study She walked home with a boy Gertrude had been

costume design at Carnegie Tech’s (now Carnecgie- cyeing — and then told him “I like you too much to
Mellon University) Margaret Morrison School. Each fool around.”

earned-a bachelor’s degree in costume design in 1931. “When she told me the truth, I was so mad,”
Looking alike had more than a few benefits at the Gertrude said. “And everyone in the class flunked the
college level. test.”
One day, when Gertrude was ill with the flu, Laura After graduation, the twins planned to open their
“stepped in” for her sister during an economics test. See Bond brings, A5
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Ruth Irene (Breymann)
Morton, 88, passed away
Tuesday, February 28, 2006,
in Henderson, Nevada.

She was born in Freeport,
[llinois, to Charles and
Ragnilda Breymann. Ruth
graduated from Freeport High
School in 1935. After marrying
her beloved husband, John, in
1946, they moved to Phoenix,
Arizona, where Ruth was the \
Chief Bookkeeper for the Walsh
Brothers Office Equipment Company. She also
taught Sunday school for 45 years. After retiring
in 1981 they moved to Sun City, where Ruth was
involved in the Sun Cities Area Historical Society
and bowling leagues and enjoyed counted cross-
stitching.

Ruth is survived by seven nieces and nephews;
eleven grandnieces and grandnephews and seven
great grandnieces and great grandnephews.

A visitation will be held from 4:00 to 7:00 P.M.
Friday, March 31, 2006 at Sunland Mortuary,
15826 Del Webb Boulevard, Sun City, Arizona,
623-933-0161. A memorial service will be held at
2:00 P.M. Saturday, April 1, 2006 at Fountain of
Life Lutheran Church, 15630 Del Webb Boulevard,

. Sun City, Arizona. Interment will be private.

Memorial donations may be made to Fountain of

Life Lutheran Church or Alzheimer’s Association.
Visit this person’s Guest Book at
N

www.dailynews-sun.com.

FJMORTON, Ruth Irene (Breymann) \&
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Del Webb book details

Sun City’s 42-year history

Every five years he worked
for Del Webb Corp., John
Morton received a diamond
in his service pin.

Those diamonds — seven
in all — are now in a ring
John's wife, Ruth, wears on
her finger. "My husband
worked for Webb for 35 years.
He was an accountant,” Ruth
said.

The Mortons moved from
llinois to Arizona in 1946,
after the war and before Sun
City was built. “John had
been at Luke (Air Force
Base), and he liked it,” Ruth
said. “He said, ‘Well, when we
get married, would you con-
sider coming to Phoenix if I
can get a job there?”

He got the job with Del
Webb, he and Ruth got mar-
ried, and John went on to
work with the company —
and the man — almost four
decades.

“To me he's been John,
but they called him Johnny,”
Ruth recalled. A sketch by
Reg Manning featuring
*Johnny Morton” appears in
a 1950 edition of The Webb
Spinner, the Del Webb
Corp.'s company publication.

Ruth donated years worth
of the Spinner in bound cop-
ies to the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society, where she
volunteers.

The society was founded in
1989 by, among other people,
resident Jane Freeman.

“Jane had the vision 20
years ago and started accu-
mulating,” said Connie
McMillin, society president.

A few years later, the soci-
ety moved into the first Del
Webb model home, at 10801
QOakmont Ave. Versions of
that home sold for $8,500
when Sun City opened on
Jan. 1, 1960. Today, the
home is a wealth of historical
treasures and fun trivia.

McMillin,
Morton and
other volun-
teers delight
in telling visi-
tors the vari-
ous stories
about Webb
and his devel-

opment,
which didn't ,“aw
have a name 0'Grady

until two

months Your

before it Turn

opened. —
“The bill-

boards just had a question
mark. There was a big con-
test to name Sun City,”

McMillin said.

Officials with the com-
pany that was given the
task of collecting and par-
ing down the contest
entries, and ultimately
choosing the development’s
name, were stunned when
Webb came in and saw
some of the names, pointed
to the Sun City entry and
said, “Oh, I like Sun City,”
Morton said.

“They put up a big fight
about that because they
were being paid to name
it,” she said.

Details of the exchange
can only be guessed now,
but the fact is, Webb got
his way, and opening day

- 3
gite. 5
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MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN

Connie McMillin, left and Ruth Morton have loads of “Del
Webb: The Man. The Company” books to line the shelves of
the Sun Cities Area Historical Society.
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for Sun City was more suc- Man. The Company.” - = .
o+ v The book was first pub--
out -
250 copies of the newer ver-.
.sion, were created less than ,

cessful - than -anyone could
have predicted. Tt e
“There were .so many

that first day they ran out

of sales slips,” Morton ‘said,
McMillin 'said people  took
slips of regular paper with

their deposit: amount writ-:

ten on them as. groof they'd
purchased a Webb home.

Following.  Del  Webb .
Corp.'s. merger, with Pulte, .
Homes, the historical soci-
ety was given about ‘150
copies of the revamped "
book by Margaret Finner- -

Jlished, in 1991, but:

““two years'ago. Many were

+igiven'! to 'company execu; ' : )
" tion about purchasing “Del

‘tives and other key people,

and, the rest went to the

historical society, which: is
..selling them for $25 'as‘a
fund-raiser, McMillin said.

. TheSun Cities Area His-

torical Society’s summer “
_hours, through Labor, Day, «
are 10 a.m. to noon Friday:
and Saturday. After Sept.,

11:30-3:30 m -'-F_u'ehéday
through Friday. The society
‘also .-1s.: open, by appoint-

ment. ‘Admisgion: .is, free

- and donations are welcome,
¢y To schedule an, appoint-

ment or for more informa-

Webb: The Man. The Com-
pany;”call 974-2568." " -

- 'To submit news for “Your
Turn,” e-mail Katy O'Grady

“at kogrady@aztrib.com; fax

to :876-3698;!'mail ito- Daily
News-Sun,: Attni: Your'
Turn; 10102;:Santa  Fe
Drive, Sun. City, AZ. 85351;

ty titled “Del' Webb: The' 2, regular hours resume: or call 876-2514.

October, 1950
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INTFZODUGED 10 ARIZONA BY THE ARMY
AIR FORCES PURING WORLD WART,
JOHNNY LIKED THE DESERT LAND SO WELL
AFTER 3 YEARS OF DUTY THAT UPON
DISCHARGE AS A WARRANT OFFICER HE HIED
HIMSELF RIGHT BAGK TO PHOENIX TO
JOIN #¢ DEL E.WEBB CONSTRUCTION
CO. MAY 22, 1946,

UGH - WELCOME
10 2 HIC s ARITONA

THE WEBB SPINNER

~—~PAR REALLY
HAD A €LOSE
SHAVE TORAY -~

rp:’," ¢

@u@g SETTLED ON
HIS POST-wAR WEBB
€O. JOB, JOHNNY 1
DECIDED TOWED,  ~_
MADE A *QUICKIE®
WEEK-END ROUND-TRIP -
ELIGHT 10 FREEPORT,
ILL. AND BROUGHT
BACK HIS WIFE, RUTH.
TODAY THEY'RE PRE-
PARING TO OCCUPY A BEAU- L
TIFUL NEW HOME ¢ 2601 N. 15% B
DRIVE. AMORTONS HOBBIES ARE
BOWLING 44d. GOLF ~LAWN-
MOWING NEXT— AND HES
PARTICULARLY PROUD OF A

77 & THE ENCANTO LINKS —

MAIN OFFICE ACCOUNTING DEPT, A NATIVE OF
SALEM, ILL., HE ATTENDED HIGH SCHOOL 4
CHAMPAIGN aud. WAS GRADUATED 4. 1957 FROAS
the UNTVERSIT OF TLLINOIS, WHERE HE PADDLED
WITH VARSTTY SWIMMERS, WHEN % AMF FINANCE
DEDT. SENT HIM % 1042 TO % AJO ARMY AIR
BAGE, HE 4l 2 GOMPANIONS LANDED & GILA
BEND &4 A 6ULTRY JULY 4, ENTRAINING FOR
AJO ON WHAT SEEMED LIKE THE TOONERVILLE
TROLLEY. BECAUSE T WAS JAMMED WITH CELE-
BRATING INDIANS, JOHNNY 4l HIS PALS
ROVE WITH THE ENGINEER, WHO RELATED
THRILLING TALES 7O THE EASTERMNERS OF
HOW TNDIANS 2 TIMES AMBUSHED THE TRAIN
i THE DESERT, JOHNNY DECIDED THEN HE
REALLY WAS IN#¢ WILD WEST »w———




John L. and Ruch 8.
Morton Award

Ihe John L. oand Ruth B NMorton
Award has recently been estab-
hished to provide scholarship
support to Commerce students
majoring in accountancy and
business administration. “A good
many young people can use the
help,” noted Ruth Maorton, who
recently visited the Hlinois cam
pus and talked with hiSeght about
the award, made as a tribute to
her late husband.

John Morton grew up in
Champaign and graduated from
Commerce in 1937 with a BS. in

" accountancy. While at llinois he
played the sousaphone in the
U of | Marching Band, as befitted
his upbringing in a musical fam-
ily. An avid swimmer throughout
his life, he was also a member of
the university swim team. His
sisters, Eleanor Busch and the late
Louise Ackerman, both attended
IHinois as well.

After graduation, John Morton
went to work at Burgess Battery
Company in Freeport, [llinois,
where he met Ruth Irene
Breymann, his future spouse.
Eventually, life was to lead them
tar trom the Midwest, to the
bright and limitless desert hori-
zons of Arizona. When a lengthy
strike paralyzed the Burgess
operation, Morton sought work
at the U.S. Ordnance Depot in

Indiana, then joined the Air Force
as o staff auditor in 1942, He was
tirst dispatched to l.uke Field,
outside Phoenix, tollowed by
stations in New York and Miama.
I 1946 he returned to civilian life
and to Phoenix, joining the Del E
Webb Construction Co., as an
accountant, The timing was phe-
nomenal — already a highly re-
garded construction oultht, the
COMPany was soon to embark on
the creation ol the tabulously
successtul sun City concept. On
September 1ot that year, he and
Ruth were married in Freeport,
her hometown. On September 2,
they were in Phoenix — “No time
for a honeymoon!” smiled Ruth,
who went to work not long after
in the accounting department of
Walsh Bros. Office Equipment.

A o 3 ;
20 « Commerce InSight/ Annual Report FY 1999

Rutl and Jolin Morton

In 1981, after thirty-five years in
lhe company’s accounting depart-
ment, John Morton retired from
el Webb, Ruth also retired from
Walsh that year, after a tenure just
<ix months shorter than her hus-
band’s. The following January,

the Mortons moved from Phoenix
to Sun City. Very active in the
Lutheran Church, they cniuyud a
busy and contented lifestyle for
many years. The couple celebrated
their fiftieth wedding anniversary
on September 1, 1996. John died the
following year, on October 7, 1997,

Long fascinated by the Del Webb
phenomenon, Ruth is a member of
the board of the Sun Cities Area

Historical Society, which is
housed in the community’s very
first model home, built in 1959
and now a registered historical
landmark

They were also members of the
Sun Cities Hlini Club, and Ruth
has served as club treasurer. She
noted that the inspiration for the
Morton Award came from an
earlier contribution she made to
the Walter Breymann Scholarship
in History, established in LAS in
memory of her late brother. An
Ilinvis graduate, who held ’h.D.
('50) and M.A. ('47) degrees in
history and a B.S. (‘41) in educa-
tion, Walter Breymann was a
history professor at Drake
University in Des Moines. He
died in 1994

“1 began thinking, ‘Why not a
scholarship in John's name, too?"”
Ruth observed. “John himself lost
his father when he was only ten
years old. Tlis mother taught
piano to support the family. He
was the sort of student you would
want to give a scholarship to —

a deserving student of high aca-
demic achievement. John and |
didn’t have any children of our
own. And certainly there are a lot
of hard-working young people
who can use some assistance.”

Development » 19

The John L. and Ruth B. Morton
Endowment will grow cach vear,
through a required minimum
distribution from an IRA in John's
estate. “It’'s money | really don’t

need in addition to the other as-
sete we accumulated,” noted Ruth
“And the taxes are eliminated
each vear since it's a charitable
gift.” Ruth feels that assisting
deserving students who need
financial help is so important that
she also made the endowment a
parlial beneficiary of the IRA In
her own estate. Through such
generosity and foresight, the
endowment will eventually in-
crease to the six-figure level
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JOHN LOUILS MOK1ON
January 18, 1915 — October 7, 1997

Ellen Esther and Elvin Renwick Morton had a family of three children: Louise was born in
1904; John Louis came ten years later on January 18, 1915; and Eleanor Frances in 1919. The
following year their father died at the age of 49 in Salem, Illinois.

The family then moved to Champaign, Illinois where all three children received their
education, including degrees from the University of Illinois. The entire family was very
involved in music; John played the sexephette-in the U of I Marching Band. In 1937 he
graduated with a BS in Accountancy. S°usaphone

His first job was with Burgess Battery Company in Freeport, Illinois. In 1941 he was forced to
look elsewhere when a strike by the factory workers stopped production for a lengthy period of
time. He then went to work for a year in an ordinance depot in Indiana. On April 17, 1942 he
was inducted into the U.S. Army. He spent four years as an auditing officer at Luke Field,
Arizona, in New York City, and Miami, Florida. He received his discharge as a Warrant

Officer, Junior Grade on May 3, 1946.

Since he didn’t have a job to return to, he decided to try his luck in Arizona. He was fortunate
to find employment with what was then called the Del E. Webb Construction Company and

started to work on May 22"

On September 1, 1946, he married Ruth Breymann, whom he had met at Burgess Batlery
Company in Freeport, Illinois. They returned to Phoenix and have lived in Arizona for 51 years.
He retired from the Del Webb Corporation in 1981 afier 35 years in their accounting
department. It was in January 1982 that they moved to Sun City.

Ruth transferred her church affiliation from Christ Church Lutheran in Phoenix to
Fountain of Life in Sun City. Since John had never been confirmed in the Lutheran
faith, Pastor Marquardt gave him instructions, and confirmed him in December 1983.

Up until ten years ago he had been an avid sports fan. Ruth and John had season tickets to ASU
football and basketball for almost 30 years. He enjoyed golfing, swimming, and bowling — as

well as travelling.

In early 1995 he began showing signs of early dementia, which continued until the time of his
death. It was in February 1997 that his doctor suggested that he go to a care center afier having
an episode that required hospitalization. It was at Plaza del Rio’s secure unit, Freedom Hall,
that he had a fall on September 30" which resulted in a broken hip. The surgery was
successful, but John did not respond, and he died a week later at the Sun lealth Hospice on
October 7™

His sister, Louise, died in Phoenix in 1957 at the age of 53. His mother lived with John and
Ruth for 19 years where she taught piano. She died at the age of 93 in 1970. His sister Eleanor
Busch is still living in Phoenix.

‘NOLIOW

SINOT NHOL



-

Mrs. John Morton
9917 W. Sandstone Dr.
=m8® Sun City, AZ 85351

September 16, 1999

Sun Cities Area Historical Society
10801 Qakmont Ave.
Sun City, AZ 85351

Attn: Phyllis Street
Dear Phyllis,

During the 35 years (1946-1981) that John
worked for Del Webb he accumulated several IRA's
that are now combined into one invested in an
American Skandia Annuity at Wells Fargo. Since he
passed away in October 1997, it is now in my name.
However, I don't anticipate the need for it id
addition to the Trust that we had also established,
so I have chosen to change the beneficiary to just
charitable organizations and foundations.

Since John was Jjust as proud of Del Webb and
the Sun City projects as I am, I have chosen to have
five percent given to our Historical Society. But
don't plan on getting it too soon for I continue to
be blessed with good health!

I'm also enclosing a copy of his obituary and a photo
of both of us taken in 1984 that you may like to have
in the files,

Slncersly, j}; '
/i}&% Xl
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Sun Citian was

early ‘supermom’

Ive e lived a Iong time .
. . through two wars . ..
. riding in carriages. !

Sunday afternoons.
watching ai fplcmes and
wondering if they
would fall.’

% _ Mary Moshier

Daily N- Sun photo by Mollie J. Hoppes

CAREER PIONEER — Mary
Baluk Moshier, 84, shows
one of the hundred or more
patents she prepared and
prosecuted for the Monsanto
Research Inc. beginning
during World War Il. The
one in the foreground was
for a non-foaming dete-
rgent.
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By P. ATWOOD WILLIAMS
Daily News-Sun staff -
~ SUN CITY — Mary Moshier
didn’t pay any attention to her
boss’s advice.

In 1936 the chemistry major
with library credentials was
hired in a company with a rule
against women doing laboratory
work.

But Moshier ended up doing
work that most women at the
time did not do.

In 1967 she retired after years
of service as a patent attorney
in Monsanto Chemical Co. in
Dayton, Ohio.

“During my tenure you pre-
pared and prosecuted some of
the most difficult chemical cases
... for many months your
docket of pending cases was the
largest in the Dayton group,
and I dare say the largest in the
company-wide department as
well,” wrote a former boss, H.J.
Krase, of Ladolla, Calif.,, when
she retired.

He commented how she had
done a full day’s work, driven to
night school and back for four

ears to become a lawyer after
eing a patent agent. And
Moshier, 84, is justifiably
pleased with her accomplish-
ments.

In the office of her Sun City
condominium, she keeps her
scrapbooks and files with ar-
ticles from the Monsanto Mag-
azine in 1945 which show her as
the only women with 11 men in
the Monsanto patent depart-
ment nationwide.

“l was always treated very
nicely by the men in the workp-
lace.” In fact she said she lead
an almost charmed life. There™
was enough money for her to
have a housekeeper and to send
her two sons to a progressive
university run nursery school so
that she could continue to work.

And she was proud of her
husband, the late Dr. Ross W.
Moshier. Whenever his work as
chemical research administrator
took him away from Dayton, she
was given a leave of absence.
She displays his commendation
for work on the Manhattan
Project (the atomic bomb). ‘

The Montsano patents she
filed for were for herbicides,
fungicides, bacteriostats, dete-
rgents, coatings, plastics, lubri-
cants, gasoline anti-knock age-
nts, hydraulic fluid and many
other things.

Mary Baluk grew up in Gary,
Ind., and when she told her 9th
grade teacher she wanted to be
a secretary, the teacher insisted
she should be somebody who
had a secretary working for her.

Mary took two years of chem-
istry in high school and went to
work for the public library
which sent her to library school
one summer. There she waited
on tables at a fraternity house
where one of the residents was a
graduate chemistry school stu-
dent whose dedication to his
studies inspired her.

He later earned a top inter-
national chemistry prize and
she continued her studies in
chemistry at Texas Christian
University in Ft. Worth “partly
because it was in the coolest
part of the building, the base-
ment,” she said.

She moved to Arkansas and
earned . her college degree in
1929 and returned to Gary to
teach English. After a year at
the University of Chicago
Graduate Library School, she
got the job at Montsano.

While working there in the
library, she co-authored a book
with her boss in December,
1941. And she married Ross
Moshier who eventually retired
from the aerospace research la-

boratory. They moved to Tucson
and then to Scottsdale where
she continued to work as a con-
sultant for Monsanto and also
on projects for a patent at-
torney.

The couple moved to Sun City
in 1971 and began to participate
fully in the leisurely life style of
golfing, ballroom and square
dancing, lapidary and oil paint-
ing. They were founding mem-
bers of All Saints of the Desert
Episcopal Church.

She is a member of many
lawyer and university groups
and social organizations. After
Ross died, Mary gave up her
part-time patent work.

“I've lived a long time ...
through two wars ... riding in
carriages and cars and spending
Sunday afternoons watching
airplanes and wondering if they
would fall.”

“I worked during the Depres-
sion. My husband and I sent my
three brothers to school and
later our two sons. In those days
families took care of each other
and my mother lived here with
us.”

Like today’s “supermothers”
Mary Moshier said she felt
guilty at first when she went
back to work after the birth of
her sons. But she remembers
scrounging materials to help her
son Steve with science experi-
ments and how they made a
radio transmitter together and
she passed the novice test for
ham radio operators. The whole
family worked on projects on the
dining room table. ,

She thinks that the modern
generation has failed its chil-
dren because so many are not
even learning to read.

“We have to worry who is
going to take over the world,”
she said.
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Handicap does not

By PEG KEITH
Sun Cities Independent

He maintains a positive outlook on life, and exhibits an expansive
regard for the world at large. ‘

Not unusual, even in the hectic world of the '80s. )

He has no formal education. In fact, he’s a third-grade dropoul.

But he's the featured speaker for the Rio Salado Community Col-
lege graduation this week.

He had no intention of getting a degree. . _

His biography can be seen in “Who's Who Among Students in
American Junior Colleges,” and he was named to Phi Theta Kappa,
national honorary for two-year collcges. His two IQ tests, the first
taken at age 14, and the second at age 74, scored pracucally the same,
and placed him in the top 5 percent of those examined.

He has litile time for “handicaps,” and says. “you can’t lose what
you never had.” ) _ B ) )

What William Mower has is rheumatoid arthritis. He lives, studics,
works and plays within the confines of a wheclchair. But his
productive, recreational and voluntary activities are stoncs tossed into
a pond, creating the ripple-effect of an ever-widening world.

“I have a litle philosophy,” says Mr. Mower. “It scems 10 me that,
observing myself and other pcople, a burden does not become bur-
densome unti] it's resented.” )

He continués, “If you can accept it, i’'s not so bad, but when it be-
comes traumatic, you begin to reject, not only the situation, but the
person involved.” ) o

He sometimes fecls fortunate that he was disabled early in life.

“When a person ages, he loses so many things -- spouse, often,
children, through distance. And, at least in one's own mind -- and in
actuality -- as a person ages, he loses mobility, loses the respect of
sociely, becomes a 'has-been,’ suffers depression and loss of self-
esteem.

“] have leamed that 1 could not lose,” he says. “You can't lose
what you never had.” ’ -

He concedes two points. )

“Intellectually, I realize I lost along the way ... accomplishments,
marriage, children ... but when lifc centers around intellectual things,

: =4 ; G %) DL 0029 e 5
& "B- CELggd=s ﬁEE.EOééégg‘&ga%;g;&ggga
K~ SR — 8 | o EPCo 63828 SEs 399 $8_-ge&s
w ETE S af - R<cBRBE02 0=E = = B
B = & ol O e = SOLE ToeEal g==35
£ 8353 W3aou®804- o2 B8N a8E 585860 &t =
m € 83w -Eu°"°°33=8§6$‘”“'~w03§“oug'guv;m--g'sw
g ® ?dx°°3°sm395==3gﬂogiﬁ SE28354LEEhy
Ll = hﬁﬁa‘gﬁn%.%ﬁ;ﬁ éwogvgggvgams‘;ggg‘fgg&mg
o as— - — -
9 52532020520 80eSpaREogsgEEREE R,
053 Lol BN .:-E .:;,__,E.r..-'.i...z'.:uu $a 00l
S Fu8.329°85538C 8285585855388 8542855085%
L 353288575~ 8L = Be 20 o VHOL= 3P wuS
9Ls 252 28585 ps0Eflog™ =] S RE
$ B 3, L REO T o8 g S 0EER5d- 28085 w8 EgE<S
mFooEDGET g cESZaws e o8 .S ESSE R
S |£538, 5522528558 Eé‘gaua%ggo%i‘é"';mﬁﬁgagagm
Cw: ‘= 28 ga by =] cSSwEmoaa - FAG RS
E eBESR s g 2= 559380 , 58883238 0ER2
SEr B E S AR S EX S O g o 85w E02 32 g2EQL
£7 = c Qo == CcDd e > ]
° FE.EE. 553 %NEE\.%EEE SSeESB0RBUEUS3=S328L56"

Mowe g, Wi llrew

hinder resident's scholastic pursuits

[
WILLIAM MOWER

I'm not losing as 1 get older. I'm gaining.

“So many people figure, after 50, you begin falling apan. It could
be true, but it's not necessarily so."

The second thing he “lost,” is the pain that is so much a pan of
arthnitis. That, he says, is behind him.

Mr. Mower grew up in Chicago. During his school-age years,
cducational facilities for the handicapped were notable by their ab-

sence, he says.

There were seven children in his family, six boys. “Our sister gave
us a hard time,” he recalls. Among his blessings were a brilliant fa-
ther and a great mother.

While he lacked formal education, he did a lot with crossword
puzzles, had a shelf of good books, listened to the University of
Chicago on radio, studied speeches and instructional things.

He moved to Sun City 12 years ago. And, in 1984, he found out
about the opportunities for homebound studies with Rio Salado
Community College, )

“I had some misgiving,” he says. “I did it because there was an in-
clination, within myself."”

The first course he took was English 101. Since then he has studied
psychology, sociology, five or six business courses, management
relations, personal finance and investment.

Tuming to look at people and nations, he delved into medieval,
westemn, modem and post-Civil War American History.

With particular interest in communication, he has studied dynamic
listening (with interpersonal communication, verbal, spatial and body
language) and critical réading. “You don't believe everything you
hear,” he says.

Mr. Mower has taken courses in political science, astronomy and
carth sciences. \

One course, in parenting a handicapped child, gave him a new per-
spective on what he calls impairments.

His personal experiences enriched the classwork for fellow stu-
dents throughout the Valley, from Chandler, Williams Air Force
Base, Phoenix, Mesa and Tempe, to Sun City.

Rio Salado uses the teleconferencing system, and students have
voice contact, even though they can't see each other. Graduation, for
some, will be an opportunity to meet and get acquainted.

Course work is carried out in a variety of ways, through corre-
spondence (under some situations) to audio cassettes and taped and
iclevised lectures.

Examinations are adapted to the nature of the students' specific dis-
abilities, he says. A visually impaired person would not take an cxam

See MOWER, page three
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By PEG KEITH
Sun Cities Independent

He maintains a positive outlook on life, and exhibits an expansive
regard for the world at large.

Not unusual, even in the hectic world of the "80s.

He has no formal education. In fact, he’s a third-grade dropoudt.

But he's the featured speaker for the Rio Salado Community Col-
lege graduation this week.

He had no intention of getting a degree. .

His biography can be seen in “Who's Who Among Students in
American Junior Colleges,” and he was named to Phi Theta Kappa,
national honorary for two-year colleges. His two IQ tests, the first
taken at age 14, and the second at age 74, scored practically the samc,
and placed him in the top 5 percent of those examined.

He has little time for “handicaps,” and says, “you can’t lose what
you never had.”

What William Mower has is rheumatoid arthritis. He lives, studics,
works and plays within the confines of a wheelchair. But his
productive, recreational and voluntary activities are stones Lossed into
a pond, créating the ripple-effect of an ever-widening world.

*I have a litle philosophy,” says Mr. Mower. “It scems 1o me that,
observing myself and other pcople, a burden does not bccome bur-
densome until it's resented.”

He continueés, “If you can accept it, it's not so bad, but when it be-
comes traumatic, you begin to reject, not only the situation, but the
person involved.”

He sometimes feels fortunate that he was disabled early in life.

“When a person ages, he loses so many things -- spouse, often,
children, through distance. And, at least in one's own mind -- and in
actuality -- as a person ages, he loses mobility, loses the respect of
society, becomes a 'has-been,’ suffers depression and loss of self-
esteem,

“I have leamed that 1 could not lose,” he says. “You can't losc
what you never had.” <

He concedes two points.

“Intellectually, 1 realize 1 lost along the way ... accomplishments,
marriage, children ... but when lifc centers around intellectual things,
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WILLIAM MOWER

I'm not losing as | get older. I'm gaining.

“So many people figure, after 50, you begin falling apan. It could
be true, but it's not necessarily so.”

The sccond thing he “lost,” is the pain that is so much a pan of
arthritis. That, he says, is behind him.,

Mr. Mower grew up in Chicago. During his school-age years,
cducational facilities for the handicapped were notable by their ab-
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scnce, he says.

There were seven children in his family, six boys. “Our sister gave
us a hard time,” he recalls. Among his blessings were a brilliant fa-
ther and a great mother.

While he lacked formal education, he did a lot with crossword
puzzles, had a shelf of good books, listened to the University of
Chicago on radio, studied speeches and instructional things.

He moved to Sun City 12 years ago. And, in 1984, he found out
about the opportunities for homebound studies with Rio Salado
Community College. .

1 had some misgiving,” he says. “I did it because there was an in-
clination, within myself.”

The first course he took was English 101. Since then he has studied
psychology, sociology, five or six business courses, management
relations, personal finance and investment.

Turning to look at people and nations, he delved into medieval,
western, modem and post-Civil War American History.

With particular interest in communication, he has studied dynamic
listening (with interpersonal communication, verbal, spatial and body
language) and critical reading. “You don't believe everything you
hear,” he says.

Mr. Mower has taken courses in political science, astronomy and
carth sciences.

One course, in parenting a\xandicapped child, gave him a new per-
spective on what he calls impairments.

His personal experiences enriched the classwork for fellow stu-
dents throughout the Valley, from Chandler, Williams Air Force
Base, Phoenix, Mesa and Tempe, to Sun City.

Rio Salado uses the teleconferencing system, and students have
voice contact, even though they can't see each other. Graduation, for
some, will be an opportunity to meet and get acquainted.

Course work is carried out in a variety of ways, through corre-
spondence (under some situations) to audio cassettes and taped and
iclevised lectures.

Examinations are adapted to the nature of the students’ specific dis-
abilities, he says. A visually impaired person would not take an cxam

See MOWER, page three
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By P. ATWOOD WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
i When school’s out Karl
; Mueller gets out his brushes
. and begins painting land-
. scapes.

He's wielded his brushes on

three continents—North Amer-

‘ ica, Europe and Austral-
ia—thanks to his past career as
an oil executive.

“l used to be sorry that I
wasn't painting full time,
doing what [ aways wanted to
do, but now I realize I was
lucky,” said this Sun City
painter who is currently teach-
ing art and art appreciation
courses at ASU-Sun Cities.

“So many artists were total-
ly dedicated and some slarved

“to buy a tube of paint,” he
recalled. “I couldn't have
raised four children as an art-
ist.”

Mueller was born in Chica-
go, but a year later his archi-
tect father and actress mother
moved to Hollywood. His fath-
er was the art director for the
Maurice Tournier studio,
where he produced sets for
films like Treasure Island. His
mother appeared with Richard
Dix in several films.

Mueller’s own artistic talent
showed up early in life. He
took his first art lesson in
kindergarten.

But when his parents di-
vorced, he moved to Lafayette,
Ind., with his mother, who sup-
ported the family by teaching
acting to children. There
Mueller studied science at Pur-
due University and graduated
during the Depression.

His first formal art study
came during summers in col-
lege when he studied in Brown
County, Ind., with American
lmpreamomst landscape paint-
er Curry Bohm.

Mueller then got a job with
Standard Qil of Indiana where
he rose through the ranks to
become president of Amoco
Australia. He also was the only
subject to be illustrated with
color in the Amoco newsletter.
An article featured many of his
paintings, including a large
landscape of the Bagdad, Ariz.,

'SC painter’s appreciation of art H
brushes off on those he teaches

Copper mine painted in 1980
on a piece of copper.

Prior to his Auslralian posi-
tion, he spent seven years in
Europe, studying art in Switz-
erland and Germany, while
struggling with the German
language. He also had the op-
portunity to paint in France.

“lI have always been im-
pressed by Claude Monet,” he
admitted. And many of the
landscapes in his home reflect
Monet’s style and are testimo-
ny to this admiration.

He also admired the four art
instructors he had while living
in Australia, like Desiderius
Orban, then a 96-year-old
teacher. One of Orban's books,
What Is Art All About, is
marked with paperclips and
widely used as material for
Mueller’s classes at ASU.

He feels his finest teacher,
though, was Mitzi Finey, who
started two of Mueller's three
sons on careers as artisls when
they were in high school. (The
third son is an actor, and his
daughter has her own clothing
business.)

While in Australia Mueller
studied at the Royal Art Socie-
ty of Sydney, and after an
unsuccessful submission of
three pieces of work, he was
accepted as a member after his
second try.

“I retired eight years early
in order to get on with my art,”
he said, adding that two years
later in 1975 the Arabs staged
their first oil embargo, which
made him glad to be out of the
oil business.

Back in the Uniled States,
he pursued his art, studying at
the Santa Barbara Art Insti-
tute, where he volunteered as
their business manager. “I
learned how not to run an art
school,” he smiled.

In 1975 he returned to Eu-
rope for six weeks, to travel
with a son who had just earned
a Masters at the Sorbonne in
France. Because they were
dnvm a tiny Citroen car, he

eg only 8-by-10-inch can-
vasee and painted 21 of them
as_they camped around the

country.

Many of those bright land-
scapes line the wall of his Sun
City family room: scenes of the
coastal village of ‘HonFleur,
the Chateau at Chenonceaux
over the Cher River, Lake An-
necy in the Swiss Alps, the
Cathedral at Blois, outside the
walls of Carcassonne and the
lake in Geneva, Switzerland.

While on this European trip
he met Chicago-born artist
Joan Mitchell, whom he visited
at her home and studio at
Vetheuil, on the Seine river
north of Paris.

Joan Mitchell—a former
home of Mueller's favorite art-
ist, Monet—has lived in France
since 1959. She is one of the
three greatest living American
women artists, along with He-
len Frankenthaler and Georgia
O’KeefTe, explained Mueller.

Since moving to Sun City in
1979 (because of his wife's
Martha's arthritis and high
California taxes), he has been
teaching painting at the R.H.
Johnson Recreation Center.
For the last two years he has
taught modern art apprecia-
tion classes at ASU-Sun Cities
and one class a month at Rev-
lon's Maine Chance Resort in
Scoltsdale.

“It takes me six months to
research and take 800 slides
for each new course I teach,”
he stated.

For artist O’ Keeﬁ'e—l.he sub-
ject of his April 12 lecture at |
the Sun Cities Art Museum
League luncheon—it Look .
Mueller four months of re-
search. He boiled down his two-
hour presentation (one hour of
biography and one hour of 59
slides) to an hour.

Mueller did all his own slide
preparation, laying the materi-
al to be copied out in the sun to
photograph his own slides. He,
then sat in his livingroom at a

UM, N

"card table that held an open

notebook, O'Keeffe text and
timer. Mueller would write for
a _few moments in longhand,
the timer would go off and he :
would then read his text aloud
to gauge how long he could
lecture.
O’'Keefle is one of the group i
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Surrounded by his own art and that of Australian painter

Frederic Bates, Karl

Mueller completes

his

Georgia

O'Keeffe lecture. (News-Sun photo by P. Atwood Williams)

of modern American painters,
including John Marin, Arthur
Dove and Marsden Hartley,
who felt that Alfred Steiglitz
was the center of their world.

Mueller sees one of Georgia
O’Keeffe's 1937 large flower
paintings monthly at the
Maine Chance Resort. He said
her work defies catagorization:
3ome is abstract, some semi-
bstract and some surrealistic.
He will share some of the de-
ails of her personal life with
1is April 12 audience.

As for his own art, Mueller
felt it has always been a kind
o pleasant retreat from the
international oil business.
Some of the most personally
latisfying works are his
rench landscapes, said this

t president of the Vanguard

ists, a group of profession-
,ln who show at area country

clubs and an eye clinic.

If hiis students in the ASU-
Sun Cities classes are any indi-
cation, his modern art appre-
ciation courses are a pleasant
retreat, Loo.

“He has the ability to make
you feel that he is speaking to
you as an individual rather
than as a class,” said one stu-
dent.

. A gentleman who had first
been dragged to classes by his
wife recently said the art
course had “opened a new ave-
nue of interest for him."”

Now that ASU classes are
over, Mueller will soon be at
work on a large landscape.

The best hour of the day to
work in the field is just at
sunup, he explained. “But I
have never been fond of the
desert and can do my land-
scapes from memory.”
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Crockett
Muncie

Hometown: Asher, Okla.

Family: Married to Dick, 3 daughters
and 6 grandchildren.

Philosophy: “I really like to be happy.”

Inspiration: “I'm a very religious person.”

Friendship. Through this (com-
munity service) you have the
opportunity to know so many
people and the feeling that
you're contributing to the

Greatest Feat:

groups you're in.

‘Frontman’
directs plays,
greets V|S|tors

By TINA SCHADE
Staff writer

he stylish woman in her 70s walked into
the room. “Hi!” she said with a hint of a
southern accent and a smile.

* . Her black coat with. its musical score
‘design served as a prelude to an hour' of con-
versation where Crockett Muncie tried shifting
the tempo toward others and away, from herself.

Crockett chuckled more than a few times
remembering her teaching days in rural one-
room schoolhouses in Oklahoma and more re-
cently as produger of a number ‘of Theatre West
shows. : ;

Teachmg has been her love w:th a ‘career|.

spanning 25 years and covering four states —
Oklahoma, Kansas, Illinois and Michigan.

She enjoyed the profession so much that even
after she retired, Muncie taught calligraphy to
students at El Mirage, Luke, Kingswood and
Surprise schools.

“Teaching is one of the most wondert‘ul pro-
fessions we have in this country,” Muncie said.

She’s found that it's important not only to
teach, but to recognize the education and ac-
complishments of students.

In doing so, the personable Oklahoma. native
helped to increase membership’ for the local
chapter of the American Association of Univer-
sity Women. She joined the group in 1984 and
has served in just about every conceivable ca-
pacity for the organization.

In addition to local membership, she has also
worked for the association’s publicity: and in-
terest groups and served on the Anzona State
Membership board.

This charismatic mother of three and grand-

mother of six was destined to share herse]f Wlth'
others. L B

She is the consummate frontman

Monday, Oct. 13, 1997

Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz.

" If you stop at the' Sun City West Visitors

Center, Muncie' is probably one of the first
people you'll see.

She finds great satisfaction singing the pralses
of her community.

“The people you meet are great. They get all
dressed up. ‘We have a lot of visitors and ‘it's
béen very siccessful,” Muncie said. ]

She said the center has information on many
activities in Sun City West. Residents have a
choice of reading about the community or view-
ing a video. _

“We have a marvelous ﬁlm that shows them
the things: (actfvlties) we have to do,” she said,
“Ouf attitude is we're here to help you.”

Apparently. People at the cehter appreciate
her enthusiasm so much that she was voted the
center’s volunteer of the month for September.

Her volunteer hat doesn't come off much.
She’s scored a number of successes producing
such shows as “Never. Too Late,’ “Any
Wednesday,” “Barefoot in the Park,” “Solid
Gold Cadillac” and “Social Security” for Theatre
West, and that’s including backstage make-up.

Her artistry this year expands for serving on
the costume committee for the chorus of the
Variety Show set for Nov. 15 and 16 at the
Sundome.

Instead of feeling bogged down by her re-
sponsibilities, Muncie is stimulated and en-
courages others to join in community activities.

“The thing I really like to see is for people to
be enthusiastic about our community. I don't
know where else we could go where we could be
doing all this,” she said.

Muncie also inscribes the book plates for Sun
City West library books, a task she has been
performing for the past six years.
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Experience counts on Sun City boards

JEANNE WINOGRAD
DAILY NEWS-SUN

A master's degree in social
work isn't a requirement for
board membership with the
Recreation Centers. of Sun
City and the Sun City Home
Owners Association. For
Marge Murphy, who is on
both boards, the degree and
experience hasn't hurt one
bit.

“l worked for the state of
lllinois dealing with child
abuse and neglect,” Murphy
said of her pre-Sun City
career. “After obtaining a
master's in 1980, | switched
from state work after six
years to school social work.”

Murphy handled her share
of problems and complaints
in that time, which may be
one reason so much rolls off
her shoulders in working on
community issues.

“l enjoyed being on the
RCSC board. I'm going off the
RCSC board in December,
having served three years.
I've just been elected to the
HOA board and will be trea-
surer,” Murphy said, confi-
dent that lone Boynton,
HOA's executive secretary,
will help make life easier.

Murphy's husband, Fran-
cis, said Marge's recreation
centers job “seemed like an
80-hour work week,” and

Marge Murpy

that he helps in the back-
ground by handling. tele-
phone calls and other tasks
at home,

Murphy's prior work with
the Arizona AHCCCS health
benefit program for the work-
ina% poor and with psychiatri-
cally disturbed children may
be another hidden asset she
brings to the table by having
contacts within the state sys-
tem and knowing what
resources are available to
back up county services to
Sun City, which is
unincorporated.

Murphy worked for the
state during the Gulf War,
assisting families at Luke Air
Force Base deal with the

traumas of separation.

“l was an independent
contractor until my employer
said our office would be clos-
ing. That was in 1993. I said,
‘What's going to happen with
these people?’ I was so dis-
turbed about it, so I took up
sculpting with clay,” Murphy
said.

Sculpted reliefs decorate
the walls and shelves in the
Murphy living room. Murphy
learned how to
sculpt at the Mari-

through St. Vincent de Paul,
where she assists with
English lessons, Catholic
Social Service, and their
church, St. Elizabeth Seton.
Marge Murphy is fluent in
Spanish and French.

“My parents encouraged
multi-cultural thinking and
so did we of our children,”
she said. “A long time ago, we
were interested in foreign
students, we invited them to
our home and they
became close
friends. We

nette Recreation
Center at 99th Ave-
nue and Union
Hills Drive. Francis

Working
for you

accepted them as
our family.”
The Murphys

Murphy is a painter

and artist, and has

assisted his wife by painting
some of her sculptures,
which include miniature car-
olers and a dramatic portrait
of Marge's mother, left
unpainted in its natural clay.

Marge Murphy’s name also -

may be familiar as a producer
and actor in ‘the Sun City
Players. Murphy is producing
“Blythe Spirit,” which will be
opening in just under three
months.

Since moving to Sun City
10 years ago, the Murphys
have been helping children

were foster parents
for one and a half
years to a young Cuban girl,
and their five children mar-
ried people from other coun-
tries: France, Turkey, India,
Japan, and Mexico. Murphy
said it is gratifying to teach
English to Spanish-speaking
families.

“I can't tell you how busy
we are, Volunteering makes
life very interesting. It's so
fulfilling, but more than
that,” Marge Murphy said.

Jeanne Winograd can be
reached a t

Jjwinograd@aztrib.com or by

calling 876-2532.
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Retired? Not by a long

MOVING ON:
Musgrave takes
musical talents
to church

CLAUDIA SHERRILL
DAILY NEWS-SUN

arking his retirement,

Charles Musgrave

conducted his last

concert with the Sun
City Concert Band Sunday in the
Sun Bowl. But he's not retiring from
music. Now he will move full time
into a position he's held since
February, music director of
Willowbrook United Methodist
Church in Sun City.

Musgrave has been busy wearing
two hats since February, and he
said, "I realized that [ couldn’t do
both jobs. I had commitments with
the Concert Band, and the church
understood that.”

On his first Tuesday morning in
six years without a band rehearsal,
Musgrave reflected on his tenure
with the Concert Band, his
accomplishments and his future
goals.

“Life would be incomplete without
music. literature and art,” Musgrave
said.

He said the concepts that he
learned and applied with the concert
band could also be applied in a
church atmosphere. The obvious
difference is the setting.

MUSGRAVE,

CHARIES VF

THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2003

PERSONALITIES
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shot!

JOY LAMBERT-SLAGOWSKI/DAILY NEWS-SUN

Charles Musgrave conducts the Sun City Concert Band in a performance in the Sun Bow! April 6 that marked his retirement from

the group.



“The biggest dillerence 18 the
responsibility (the music director
has) to enhance the worship process
through music,” he said.

“People who move to the Sun
Cities leave their best friends
behind,” Musgrave said. He said
people are looking for new best
friends when they get involved in
sports or music or any of the other
activities the Sun Cities’ lifestyle
offers.

And, he concluded, the two

organizations have more in common
than you might think.

With both, “you start out with
learning to love one another, then
all other things become possible,”
he said.

His duties with Willowbrook
involve the total music program for
the church, which fields a bell
choir, choir and the popular Fine
Arts Series hosted by the church.
He will be responsible for the weekly
music, hymnody and the selection

of appropriate music for each of the
seasons of the church.

And this is a job with which he
has some familiarity. Musgrave has
also been a church choir director in
Indiana and Illinois.

"My responsibility is to lead a
congregation — the choir — to serve
the larger congregation — the
church — through the selection of
appropriate music,” Musgrave said.

Willowbrook has a traditional
worship service, he added, devoted

to prayer, meditation and the
heritage of music in church.

“Rock of Ages' has been around
for a long time,” he said, noting that
Willowbrook is not involved in
contemporary worship music.
“Traditional music serves us very
well.” '

_ Musgrave started the Fine Arts
Series live years ago as a way to
bring new members into the church
in a social situation.

A minister introduces
each program.” he said.
“Then we have a welcoming
committee ol church
members who greet everyone
who attends.”

Musgrave said the Concert
Band is searching for a
replacement. He said he
didn't want them to look for
someone “to fill my shoes.”

“They should find someone
who feels that music making
is a wonderful and energetic
experience,” he said,

When asked what he felt
were the highlights of his
tenure with the Concert
Band, Musgrave started by
talking about what his
original goals for the band
were. Under his stewardship,
the band grew from 75 to 132
members. :

“ really wanted the band
to play at the Sundome when
I began (conducting),” he
said. "And we've played there
three times in the past six

years.”

Musgdrave was also proud
of the growth in support the
band has experienced from
within the Sun Cities area.

“We've played concerts in
the Sun Bowl in the past two
or three years. Three or four
thousand people have
attended those concerts to
hear our music,” he said.

Perhaps the most
emotional experience he's
had is in seeing what making
music has meant in keeping
people young.

“Playing in the Concert
Band takes intellectual
effort,” Musgrave said. “It's
exercise for the brain.”

“Playing music is the
fountain of youth,” he said.

It looks as though the
fountain is still running
strong with the elixir that
feeds Charles Musgrave's
dedication to music. The
Concert Band's loss is
certainly Willowbrook's gain.

Claudia Sherrill can be
reached at 876-2511 or
csherrill@aztrib.com.

JOY LAMBERT-SLAGOWSKI/DAILY NEWS-SUN

Audience members at the
Sun Bowl performance of
the Sun City Concert Band
enjoy the cool evening

and the wonderful music.



37 A DT
u.-rslnn“l

FLAJDSUVINSAL L LLDD

MYHR, MARGARET: / ,//4/5;,&
RENAISSANCE WOMAN |/

Margaret Goddard Myhr was born and
raised in Iowa, but she called Arizona home
for more than half her life. A woman for all
seasons, Margaret saw everything as an
opportunity for learning. Born on July 18,
1918, she was a teacher, librarian, historian,
environmentalist, carpenter, mother, and
romantic. She spent the last 16 years of her
life with her high school sweetheart, E.B.
“Bud” Myhr, reconnecting after the loss of
both their spouses. Margaret and Bud lived
in Sun City most of their married Ilife,
spending the last several years at Wooddale
Village. :

She grew up on several farms in Iowa and
attended lowa State College for two years
before marrying and having six -children. In
August of 1951, Margaret and her young
children, Lois, Kay, Wayne, Phyllis, Doris,
and Craig Friesner, moved to Cottonwood,
Arizona, to be near her parents, Lois and
Herschel Thompson. Margaret stru%led to
support her children, baking pies for the local

restaurant to make ends meet. Determined to

| complete her education, she enrolled at

| Arizona State College in Flagstaff and
- commuted there to finish her bachelor's
deFree and teaching certificate.

n September 1957, Margaret married
Jesse Goddard, and in January 1960, a
daughter, Jane, was born to them. They lived
first in Huachuca City but returned to Camp
Verde where Jesse was born. They were well
known in the Camp Verde area as Arizona
historians and archivists. They undertook a
successful campaign to ensure that General
Crook’s Trail was not renamed Zane Grey
Highway. General George Crook, a Civil War

eneral, used this trail in the resettlement of

paches in the 1870s. Margaret’s collection of
historical scrapbooks and artifacts is housed
in the Margaret Goddard Collection at the
library of the Northern Arizona University.

Marshall Trimble, the Arizona State
Historian, expressed his admiration for
‘Margaret's contribution to Arizona history.
“I'm deeply saddened to learn of the death of
Margaret Goddard Myhr. I've known her for
more than thirty years dating back to Verde
Valley historical projects we worked on when
she was living in Camp Verde. Her 2001
book, “Jesse Goddard: One of Arizona’s Last
Old-Time Cowboys” was a wonderful tribute

~to her late husband. Her passing is the loss
-of another of those who worked so hard to

- preserve the pioneer history of our great
state.”

For ‘several years, Margaret corresponded
with best-selling author J.A. Jance, whose
mystery series is set in southern Arizona. She
frequently sent clipping or news of Bisbee

where the fictional Joanna
Brady was sheriff. Ms.
Jance reports that the
letters will be housed in the [,
University of Arizona's s
Women of Mystery |
Collection. Upon learning of
Margaret's death, Ms. Jance
said, “I always appreciated
hearing from her, even when
she was writing to let me
have it because I didn't have
my facts straight. Readers
like her are the ones who keep writers
honest.”

Professionally, Maréaret taught in Tucson,
Huachuca City, and Fort Huachuca, usually
kindergarten or first grade. While teaching
school and taking care of her family in Fort
Huachuca, she commuted to Tucson to
complete a master's degree and a library
certification at the University of Arizona.

.Upon Jesse's death in October 1983,
Margaret went to stay with her oldest
daughter in Washington, D.C. While there,
she applied her interest in history to
researching her own family in the National
Archives, the Library of Congress, and the

enealogical library of the Daughters of the

erican Revolution. Her genealogy research

led to her writing two volumes on the Allen
family (her mother's people).

After being widowed, Margaret learned of
the death of her old high school sweetheart’s
son in Vietnam and renewed her
acquaintance with and love for Bud Myhr. In
March 1988, they married and lived together
happily for sixteen years. During that time,
Margaret completed her biography, “A Girl
from the Country,” as well as “Jesse
Goddard, One of Arizona's Last Old-time
Cowboys.” Marshall Trimble wrote the
Preface for “A Girl from the Country.” The
Myhrs lived in Sun City until Margaret’s
death on Monday, November 8, 2004.

Margaret is survived by her husband,
seven children, nine grandchildren, and twin
great-grandchildren on the way. Ever the
teacher, Margaret instilled in her children she
struggled to raise the value of education,
leading to a total of 16 college degrees among
them. In her later life, she said to her
daughters, “What did I do to teach you to be
such strong, self-sufficient women? I never
preached to you.” They responded, “No, you
just showed us how it's done.”

There will be no services at Margaret's
request. In lieu of flowers, the family
suggests that donations be made to the
Arizona Historical Society, 1300 N. College
Avenue, Tempe, Arizona 85281.

Visit this person’s Guest Book at
www.dailynews-sun.com.

‘ _.R‘-'ovemb‘er 16, 2004

Daily News Sun
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By BETTY JOHNSTON

Mrs. Leslie Myers, 10233
106th  Ave., “recently
presented to the

Smithsonian Institution and
the DAR Museumn collec-
tions of ancient spectacles,
fully documented, collected
as a hobby by her late
husband.

She modeled a pair of
ancient Chinese spectacles
dating from approximately
600 B.C. and said, ‘‘There
are many interesting stories
and legends on record about
spectacles.”

According to an ancient
Chinese legend, the first
eyeglasses were made by
Cho Tso, who lived on a
sacred mountain in middle
China thousands of years
ago.

CHO TSO made his lenses
irom crystals the gods left
him, ground them with sand
from sacred rivers, and
framed them with shell
from the backs of sacred
tortoises that swam in the

mountain streams. Weayers
of these glasses were said to
be able to see and do
marvelous things.

According to legend, in 550
B.C., Confucius, the great
Chinese philosopher and
statesman, learned that he
could see nearby objects
quite clearly through a
convex crystal or tran-
sparent curved vessel. His
artisans made crude glasses
for him with lenses of rock
crystal. If this story is true,
the art of making spectacles
is 2500 vears old.

FOR MANY centuries the
Chinese  looked upon
spectacles as a badge of
intelligence.  Their rock
crystal lenses were large.
round, and encased in
torto'se shell rims. They
would be the height of
fashion if worn today.

Other old records tells us
that Nero, Emperor of
Rome from 54 to 68 AD,
was nearsighted and
learned by accident that his

vision could be improved by
looking through a concave

vase or wine goblet. History

does not record he fiddled
and watched Rome burn
through a wine glass, but it
might have given him a
better view of the con-
flagration

MRS. MYERS said, “The
collection included not only
ancient Chinese and Roman
spectacles. but there were
old Italian. German, and
Spanish pairs, too.”

In 1602 in Germany,
Kepler revealed the fun-
damental laws of optics.
Glasses were then made
with ground lenses but they
were not fitted to the in-
dividual as they are today.
Purchasers of glasses tried
on various pairs and chose
those that seemed to best
suit their needs.

Benjamin Franklin in-
vented the first bifocal
spectacles in 1784 when he
became tired of putting on
one pair of glasses for close
vision and another to see at
a distance.

| Céniuries of spectacles
- donated to museums

INCLUDED IN the
collection for the DAR
Museum were Andrew
Jackson’s gold rimmed
spectacles, the glasses
President Eisenhower wore
in Europe during World
War II, and Mrs.
Eisenhower’s, too. There
also were glasses from
President and Mrs. Truman
and many other famous
people.

Mrs. Myers said, ““At first
I didn’t think I could finish
authenticating and
cataloging the glasses. but
one day I thought of
something that shoulc be
written down. Once I was
started, I spent about three
hours a day until I finished.”

Mrs. Myers has some
spectacles in a safety
deposit vault in Minnesota
and plans to donate them to
the Arizona Historical
Society at a later date. They
are spectacles worn by the
settlers who came across
the mountains in their
covered wagons.

e

M $ L IE MYERS wears eye glasses
dating back to 600 B.C. which originally
were used by 18 generations of a Man-
darin family. They wore spectacles not to
see better (lenses are plain glass) but

_tury.

because they thought spectacles made
them lh_ink har_-der. and therefore, made
them wiser. Display case she is holding
has spectacles dating back to 15th Cen-

(News-Sun Staff Photn)




