
















































il ~a111e to l\now 
With a smile that would stop 

almost anyone in their tracks, 
Phyllis· Roach spends almost 
every day trying to make Sun 

City a better 
place. 

Currently 
the vice presi­
dent of the 
40th Anniver­
sary Commit­
tee, Mrs. 
Roach also 
serves on the 

Sun City Foundation, the Oub 
Organization Committee and is 
part of the Grandmothers Club. 

Since arriving in Sun City 16 
years ago, she and her husband 
of 24 years have been avid 
bowlers, and while she enjoys 

. making crafts, Mr. Roach has 
been bitten by the golf bug. 

· Mrs. Roach worked for 
R.C.A. in California for · 31 
years before retiring in the Val­
ley of the Sun. She met her hus­
band while working for the inter­
nationally known company. 

In the little free time she has, 
. Mrs. Roach • enjoys making 
crafts, sewing and cooking. She 
also loves to collect things such 
as stamps. . 

She believes her time in Sun 
City has allowed her to grow as 

.a person. As a student, Mrs. 
Roach said she could never get 
up in front of a crowd and speak. 

"I was never good at speak­
ing out with a whole bunch of 
people. I would run like crazy," 
she admitted. Now she really 

· enjoys being around people and 
working to achieve a goal. 

"I think when you get to my 
age and you don ' t do anything 
to kind of fu lfill your life, you 
aren 't really living," she said. ::::0 
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DAILY NEWS-SUN ~AY, JULY 8, 2008 

Cleo Roberts, philanthropist, dies 
STAFF REPORT 

Philanthropist Cleo 
Faith Roberts of Sun City 
·died July 4. 

A memorial • service Is 
planned at 1 p.m. Friday in 
Faith Presbyterian Chtrreh, 
16000 N. Del Webb Blvd., 
in Sun City, followed by a 
reception. ' 

Mrs. Roberts and her 
late husband, L.J. '~b" 
Roberts, were major ln­
dMdual donors to Sun 
Health Foundation, partic­
ularly in support of the Sun 
Health Research Institute. 
The tnstitute's L.J. Roberts 
Center for Alzheimer's Re­
search is named In their 
honor. 

Before they moved 
from California to their 
Sun City home in 1969.' 
Mr. arid Mrs. Roberts 
watched many family 
members and friends fall 
victim to Alzheimer's dis-. 
ease, Parkinson's disease 

and other age-related dis­
orders. When news was 
announced in 1987 that 
a research institute was 
planned in Sun City, they 
realized the' need to reach 
out and help future gen­
erations. 

The couple provided 
a major gift to renovate 
a temporaxy building to 
accommodate •. four staff 
members and one volun­
teer. As the need to expand 
~ became apparent, 
a furid-raistng campaign 
began to fund construction 
of a new. larger institute. 

In 2000, the Sun Health 
Research Institute's Cen­
ter for Clinical Research 
was named the Cleo Rob­
erts Center for- Clinical 
Research to reflect Mrs. 
Roberts' dedication ~ and 
commitment to the mission 
and vision of instl,tute. · 

The clinic conducts re­
search trtals into possible 

prevention and treatment 
of Alzheimer's and Parkin­
son's diseases and arthri-
tis. . . ."" .· .,. . 

A traditlol} ,tliat she and 
her late husband began, 
and tliat Mrs., ,Roberts 
continued in recent years, 
was a generous ·matching 
gift to double-the proceeds 
of the Sun Health Palm­
brook Golf Clas.sic, which 
is played each ~prlng to 
benefit the institute. 

Mrs. Roberts was named 
as the first-ever recipient of 
Sun Health Foundation's 
Inspiration Award in 2000. 
She also received the Spirtt 
of Philanthropy Award 
from the · Association of 
Fundralstng Professionals 
In 1997. ' · 

The Roberts' name has 
become part of. the insti­
tute's legacy of progressive 
research and is reflected 
in one of the laboratories 
within the institute's walls, 

and in the L.J. Roberts Rec­
ognition Plaza, an open-air, 
terraced walkway. 

"Cleo was a dedicated 
and faithful friend of Sun 
Health Research Institute 
through the years." said 
Pamela K Meyerhoffer, 
executive · vice president/ 
CEO of Sun Health Foun­
dation. "She realized the 
legacy she and Bob had 
begun and how greatly it 
benefits people with these 
devastating diseases." 

The Roberts supported 
many nonprofit organiza­
tions. Gfits provided for 
the communion table and 
an organ for Faith Pres­
byterian Church. an or ­
gan for Northern Arizona 
University Music s tud­
ies, homes for low-Income 
families through Habitat 
for Humanity and cancer 
research funding through 
the Amercan Cancer Soci­
ety. 
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Soul and sentiment forge way of life, career of giving 
By YOLANDA MUHAMMAD 
Sun Ci1ies Independent 

Big eyes brimming with 
tenderness, she approaches 
life with the same reverence as 
if it were a nativity scene. 

"Some people tell me I am 
too sentimental, but I don't 
know ... ," she says, pointing 
out a board with mementos 
from her family - a necklace 
her daughter wore when she 
was "Bratwurst Queen" back 
in Wisconsin, two of her 
grandmother's tortoise shell 
hair combs, ribbons, a 
jeweled pet collar, photos. bits 
of this and that. 

A Swi Citian through and 
throu·gh, Allene Rohan loves 
the life she lives. 

She makes jewelry trees -· 
brooches, necklaces and 
bracelets arranged on a cloth 
backgrowid in the shape of a 
tree. She makes collages, 
some that highlight imponant 
family milestones. And 
wreaths, and needle point and 
flower hats. 

Her home has several photo 
walls, trophy shelves, 
displays of sports letters and 
ribbons for flower arranging -
- every moment of family 
pride lovingly mowited for all 
to see. 

For her military husband's 
work sution, she has hung 
cunains made of camouflage 
and parachute material. On 
either side of Patrick's huge 
desk are rwo bomb lamps•· 
practice bombs painted yellow 
and green by the men in his 
flight crew, complete with 
lamp shades. 

Athletic as a child, Allene 
was active on a girl's softball 
team, but later became ill with 
"romantic fever" as her 
younger brother called it. 

"Most patients died with 
rhewnatic fever in those days, 
but I didn't e,pect to ... and 
so I didn't!" 

During her professional 
years, Allene was a nurse. 
She had what many would 
consider a dream assignment • 

Laune Hurd-Moore/lndeoendent 

Sun Citian 

A LLENE R OHAN, left, 
still maintains the same pretty 
smile shL had whLn she grad­
uated from nursing college, 
below. Above, an auto­
graphed photo from Judy 
Garland, one of Mrs. Rohan's 
favorite pariefllS. 

Portraits Of Our Residents 
- she took care of the 
Holl vwood movie stars at 
Ced:irs of Lebanon Hospital. 

Two of her pa1ien1S were 

Judy Garland and Eleanor 
Powell in the 1940s --"two of 
the most absolutely precious 
and darling persons," AUent 

says of them both. 
Allene says she did not even 

know the hospital was in 
Hollywood when she applied 

for the job; and after seeing 
some of the stars at their 
worst, while ill, she says she 
is not all that enthralled with 
stardom. 

"It is very disenchanting to 
find out what some of those 
people are like," she says, the 
disillusionment ringing in her 
voice. 

But lhey were not all 
terrible people she is quick to 
add, saying she remembers 
Merle Oberon with fondness. 

Born in Richland Center, 
Wis., to a family of ten 
children, she recalls, with a 
tear in her eye, that her 
parents gave her a "world of 
music, books and above all 
else ... charity, which 
brimmed over into every 
member of our family so that 
we are either in medical, 
sociology or criminology and 
prison work." 

Her father was a "multi­
businessman," she says. He 
sold appliances, worked his 
fann, owned a dairy and a 
cheese factory and final) y a 
mink ranch business. 

Allene remembers him as a 
talented public speaker. 

'They both gave us so 
much. My mother was the 
highly cultured lady who 
knew nothing about cooking 
when she was married, but 
developed into a perfectly 
marvelous cook. 

"She was an e<pcn singer, 
pianist and artist." 

Allene attended nursing 
school in Madison, Wis. Her 
interests began as a child, 
t:lking care of small, injured 
animals. 

Her decision 10 go into 
nursing was in pan because 
she wanted IO care for her 
mother, who was ill. 

She met her husband in 
Calif., while he was in flight 
training. When he graduated 
in Tesas. he invited her down 
and asked her to marry him. 

Their son, Patrick, and 
daughter, Vicki, are the 
delights of their lives, as are 
their grandchildren -- their 

faces smiling down from 
pictures on the wall in every 
room. 

Wisconsin was not good 
for her thewnatic fever and 
she decided to join her 
husband, who was stationed 
in Hawaii. 

"I got there just in time for 
Pearl Harbor. Much 10 my 
unhappiness, because of my 
illness, I was unable to help 
out with all those who were 
injured in the surprise attack. 

'That day of infamy was so 
devastating to the ships in the 
harbor and all our military 
suucrures. 

'The bombing staned about 
8 o'clock in the morning. We 
wondered why it was so 
noisy on a Sunday morning. 

"When the lightin;; f«ture 
fell from the ceiling onto our 
bed, we jumped up, ran to the 
window and the Japanese 
plane was so low over our 
house ... we could see the 
rising sun on the wing tips 
and the face of the Japanese 
pilot." 

She says it was such a 
shock she could not believe ii . 
and for a while it "didn't make · 
any sense -· it was like a · 
nightmare." 

But as Allene and her 
husband Pat looked out the 
windows all around their 
house, there were flames and 
black smoke everywhere. 

Mr. Rohan left immediately 
to see what he could do and 
Allene and a neighbor were 
10ld to leave the area and were 
separated from their husbands 
for several days. 

One of the saddest things 
she says were all the men 
killed in the mess hall who 
were having breakfast when a 
bomb hi~ and the sinking of 
the Arizona. 

As members of the Pearl 
Harbor Survival Oub, she 
and husband Pal have gone 
back for each of the reunions. 

"It is very hard for us 10 get : 
over and very hard for the ' 

See PROFILE, page 13 : 
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Sun City couple retraces 
46 years ago paved highways were ~carce 

Ry THELMA HEATWOl,F. . 

T!ulh and Teel Rolf of Sun City jostled over the 
houncy ribbon of gray from Kingnrnn to Oatman 
;ind found it paved with memories. 

F'orly-six years ago after their wending in the 
Little Church Around The Corner in New York 
Cit}', the couple traveled the same road (now 
known as old U.S. 66) they toured on their honey­
moon. 

"We were kids of 21, loo young to know that 
driving across country· in 1927 was a daring adv­
enture," Mrs. Rolf rec.illcd. "F'1~1m Texas west­
ward ii. was oft.en an hour on the ro.id l>cforc 
another person was sighted." 

JN OKLAHOMA relatives advised the young 
people to buy a gun. 

"I don't know if the gun was for bandits or wild 
11nimals,''. quipped Roll, a retired electronics engi­
neer. 

only once was the gun considered for use. 

That was when the couple ~wice in orie day sat 
beside the road patching the palched,rubber lubes 
in tires not designed for Arizona; ~oads. l<'inally, 

'/ . ...-.-;<~, • ' 

~~{:, -~·";;; '. .. 

Holr w:is forced lo leave his young bride behind lo 
hike three miles to the nearest town !or a new 
lire. 

"I sat. alone in the car for more than an hour, 
terrifil'd al the sight of herds ol wild horses 
streaming across the rlcserl," Mrs. Roll remem­
bered. "Though they were at least a half mile 
away, I envisioned I.hem thundering around me. 

· "Gingerly I picked up lhe pistol I had never 
lired and laid it gently in my lap - just in case. 
The wild horses never came near ;rnd galloped of( 
inlo the haze. But it was a relief when the new 
tire was mounted and we got unclerw.iy again," 
she added. 

THERE WAS NO paving on the cross-country 
highway that year· between St. Louis and Loi; 
Angeles except in major cities. And roads were 
ollen rough. Once when the lenderlool travelers 
were rncing · across the Arizona desert, their 1924 
Oldsmobile suddenly dropped into a deep dry 
wash. · 

"Our large bedding roll bounced from the back 
seal on lo our heads, leaving us stunned and 
astonished," said Mrs. Rolf. "No damage oc-

~ 

,_.:.'\:,.. .-:: 
~ ,;.<Av:'.< 

.:..·:•·;,4 
::::::-.v~ 

' ';'.')1~i,,i)r: 
RtPUbfic photo by Thtlml Hutwol• 



1927 honeymoon route 

J(olf n111l "mrl'l'y" Oldi<m ol,ilr. 

r11rrcd. however, so we pullr.rl 0111 or the w;ish anrl 
procrPdrrl ~ hit wi~r and more c:111lio11sly bul 
slill al 50 miles an hour. Thal pacr, w;is necessary 
lo kcrp the car moving relalivr,ly smoothly over 
lhe lops of the ruts in the dirt w;ish-hoard high­
w;iy." 

II w:is the fourth wer.k or September when thr.y 
arrivrd in the tall limbered country ol Flagsta((. 
ThP. lr.mperaturr. rlippcrl hr.low freezing :rnrf the 
Hnl/~ harl to hrr.:ik the ice in the pitcher or Lhr.ir 
lourisl cabin when lhcy washed 1111 lor hrr.akrasl.. 

L;iler that day they encountered more dr.~ert 
he:il . 

"fl rlirln't t;ikr. much lo makr. the olrl car hoil," 
s:iid RolL "And in some places wr. had lo huy 
containers of water for the radiator." 

ny mid-altcrnoon the cou1>le veered 0111 of King­
man on I lighway 66 that coiled through washes 
:rnd over mountains ;ind that later offered II view 
of the Colorado River in the dislance. The road 
was winding, narrow and rutted with loose gravel 
;ulrling to I he hazard_. 

''f;vr.n today I can remember being terrified," 
said Mrs. Roll. 

The road wound lhrrn_igh a mining town wilh 
wooden huildings that looked deserted. For years 
afterward they wondered about the name of the 
ghost-like town. 

The honeymooners were relieved to Ir.ave the 
winding road to spend th!! night in N!!edles. But, 
there were problems there. loo. The Colorado 
River was low and mosquitoes were breeding 
on the mudbanks. 

"THE TOWN PHARMACIST had tripled )hr. 
price of citronella bec:iuse lt wa!; nearly sold out," 
Mrs. Rolf continued. "We got enough to douse th11 
enlranr.e of our lent and smear ourselves protec­
lively." 

Recently, the couple look up the quest of finding 
lhe old mining town. They !;Carched old, maps, 
inq11irr.d hy phone anr:1 lel.lr.r. Thr.n thr.v der.irlr.d 
lo rclrace part of the trail lhrough Arizona. In the 
end they decided that the lown they remcmhcred 
~s rlr.!;erled wiis Gold Road which in 1927 was 
husy mining gold and silver. 

' ;' · '::::,-11,. 
") ~jt ' • 

,, ..... 

Tlic Holf~ 011 ho11c·y1110011 

/\ vlsll lhis ;111nivrrsary 111011th to the )lhosl-town­
mininl( camp pocked wilh mine entrances and 
crumbling buildini;s and foundations was a memo­
ry-sh~kini; ~Hair. 

J,;il cr lhr.y sloprrrl fnr a picnic lunch on lop of a 
mnunlain lookout point nol far from Gold fload. 

In shades or the yr.slcryc;ir hnncy111oon, another 
car rruiscd up the !;ame trail and p;uked a short 
distance away. , · 

'111c inscription 011 the car, still tlecke<I wilh 
yellow crepe paper ~I.reamers, said, "Just Mar• 
ricd." 

women's-
TimARrzo~ REPUBLIC 

forum 
T l111rsrlay, Sq>L t :{, 197:J 
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by Dick Kemp 

He worked on several 
productions as a 
schoolboy in 

Wil liamstown, Mass. 
Though never in the cast, 
he discove red that the stage 
held a special fascination. 

All through Harvard, and 
while earning two advanced 
degrees, he didn 't don 
greasepaint or draw 
applause. 

Even while Dr. Robert 
Root spent a career as a 
civilian psychologist with 
the U.S. Army, guiding 
research in personnel selec­
tion, classification and 
testing of enlistees, the 
theater remained a 
daydream. 
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Christmas Pageant £,·er 
involved more than 150 
kids, ages 6 to 18, that 
performed to 28 packed 
houses. 

In addition to housing 
Senior Works and Wonder 
Works, the proposed Phase 
II "Black Box" Theater 
would welcome new play­
wrights and directors and 
be available for rent. 

Until the new Phase I 
opens, Theater Works will 
be happy with its location 
at 9850 W. Peoria Ave., in 
Peoria . Its 165 seats there 
provide everyone a ·'front 
row" feeling. 

Business good in 1997 

But now, Sun Citian Bob 
Root is making up for lost 
time. 

He is vice president of 
the board for Theater 
Works in Peoria, and one 
of its biggest boosters. 

RADIO DAYS - Bob Root chats with Julia 
Thomson, managing director of Theater Works, 
near a display of old radios during the recent 
successful run of Radio Days. 

Attendance in 1997 ran 
about 20 percent ahead of 
the previous year. Though 
about 80 percent of season 
ticket holders are seniors. 
few know about the dedica­
tion of the staff, says Bob. 

"All along, it was backstage 
that interested me the most," 
says Bob. 

With his easy smile, and 
admiration for Theater Works, 
he is an ideal candidate to help 
lead the fund drive expected to 
be announced this year. 

Theater Works has agreement 

Theater Works has a purchase 
agreement with Sun Health to 
buy I. 5 acres near 91 st Avenue 

Julia and all dedicated 
Theater Works employees work 
at a "very modest salary," says 
Bob. 

" I rea lly admire everyone 
involved with Theater Works for 
their selflessness and talent." 

40-hour volunteer weeks 

Theater Works is not Bob 's 
only volunteer effort, although it 
usually leads in his often 40-
hour weeks. 

He helped Meals on Wheels 
soon after moving to Sun City 
in 1994, and before long found 
himself on the Sun Health 
Planning Committee and the 
Boswell Hospital board. 

Also, weekly at Boswell, Bob 
helps with a variety of routine 
work in the emergency room. 
Helping soothe the fears and 
apprehensions of friends, 
re latives and sometime even 
patients is one task he finds 
--very satisfying:· 

and Thunderbird, with an option 
for 2.5 additional acres. Planned 
in stages, the first will be a 250-
seat auditorium. 

A subsequent phase will 
include Senior Works, a per­
form ing group of seniors, and 
senior acting workshops. 

Senior Works wi ll be modeled 
after the current Wonder Works, 
a program of youth performing 
essentially for other youth. The 
just-concluded The Best 

1 ne ::,un ury Amoassaaors 
provide him another opportunity 
to wear two hats. When he isn't 
helping decide board matters, 
you' ll find him greet ing visitors 
or leading a tour. He is also on 
the board of the Aqua Fria 
Ki wanis Club. 

Is there need for more volun­
teers at Theater Works'1 

Yes, Bob emphasizes, in set 
construction right now. When 
the fund-ra ising drive is 
announced, there will be addi­
tional opportunities to get 
involved. 

Until then, Bob Root suggests 
taking in a Theater Works 
production .. to get an idea of 
just how good this community 
theater really is." 

I did, recently, for the first 
time, and heartily agree. 
Watching actors that good and 
that enthusiastic, from that close 
to the stage, can be addictive . © 

"Even though the cast 
just began receiving 'car fare,' 
no one gets paid for performing. 
Each production averages I 00 
hours in rehearsal and 55 hours 
in performance, per actor." 

Theater Works deserves the 
title of "community theater," fo r 
its commitment to youth and 
local talent. ''All cast members -
110 in an average year - live in 
the Valley," s;:iys Juli a Thomson. 
managing director. 

MANY HATS - Helping a t the 
Boswell Memorial Hospi ta l 
emergency room is among Bob 
Root 's many volunteer efforts. 
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Sun City couple avidly volunteer 
By Connie Cone Sexton 

The Arizona Republic 

Why did they become such 
avid volunteers? 

Bob and Nancy Root 
blankly stare at each other, 
weighing the question. 

"There is a great need for 
help. And Bob and I are both 
cancer survivors and we 
wanted to give something 
back to the community," 
Nancy, 65, says. She quickly 
breaks into a broad grin. 

Bob, 69, shares her amuse­
ment. 

"Oh, this is starting to 
sound a little corny, but it's 
true," he says. "Actually, we 
started this before we got 

sick. We wanted to simply 
help improve the quality of 
life." 

Since moving to Sun City 
about 10 years ago, the cou­
ple have jumped in to help 
dozens of community organ­
izations. Between them, they 
have held more than 15 board 
seats serving as president or 
vice president in some cases. 
Their resume includes the 
Sun City Community Fund, 
various Sun Health Corp. en­
tities, Theater Works, the Sun 
City Foundation and the Sym­
phony of the West Valley. 

"Exceptional is the word 
that comes to mind when 
talking about Bob and 
Nancy," said Leland Peterson, 
chief executive officer for 

Sun Health. "They have ex­
ceptional skills, but creativity 
and great energy." 

The Roots were honored in 
October with a Westmarc 
leadership award. The recog­
nition touched them deeply, 
Nancy Root says. 

Why should others jump in 
as volunteers? 

"It's an alternative to the 
casinos," Nancy says. 

"It's an alternative to tele­
vision," Bob quips. 

And for the two, it's an 
alternative to needed rest. 

"Bob and I are facing the 
same job stress and workload 
that a working person has," 
Nancy says. "But it's worth 
it." 

Michael Ging/The Arizona Republic 
Bob and Nancy Root won the 
Westmarc leadership award 
in October. 

PERSONALITIES 
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Nathan and Alic, Rosenbluth 

Nathan and Ali<"<' Rosp11fihith 
liav<' IH·<•11 rt'sid<•nlsofS1111 Citvsin<"<' 
I !l'i" I. "'lwn I he.v 111ovC'd hPr~' fro111 
I lay ( '.ity. M i1·h igan. Tlwv Wl'r<' 111a1·­
riPd in Flin!. Michigan. in l!l:{!i. and 
s1w11l lhl' first. sixL<·<•n VPars in 1-'lint 
a11rl Fl11shing- (a s11hi'1 rh of Flint). 
\\'IH•r1• l'11•_v \l'('r(• al'tiV(' Ill 

1·0111n11111it.,· affair·s. Nal<' was a 
11111si<· tr•a<'IH'r in tlw l'trlilic Sl'hools. 
din•<·kd <'lllJn·h <'hoirs. pla.v<•rl in tlw 
l•'lint S.vn1pho11.v and oUwr 1rn1sil'al 
ori.ran izat ions. 

Alic(' \\'as involv!'d with ehilrl­
oriPntPd grnups. She \\'a,s a (;irl 
Scotti I ,<•arl<•r -- of both Mariner 
l s,•nior girls) and l11lPrrlll'diall' 
I roops. Slw also st•rvpd 011 llw 
( ·0111n11111ity Crn111l'il. 

Wh ile in [-'lush ing. A lice had her 
firs t cxp1•ric11ce with slagc­
naft. designing and pai11t.i11g 
s1'<'IH'ry for n111si1'al n•v11es. 

Aft ,•r 1110,·ing to Ha.v City in l!)G2. 
1\li<·1· and Natl' \\'ere activl' in the 
Ha,v ( 'it.,· l'la.,·ers. 

I hiring t IH'ir Ba.v Cit,.v .\'Pars. tlwy 
lwlJH·d organize• the S\'honl l•~mplo.v­
('('S Credit Union. Nate was 
t r1•ast11·<•1·-manag<'r and A I ii'<' \\'as 
hoold«•,•p<•r and loan offiec·r. A I i('e 
,,·as also hookke<'Jl<'r and offin• 
rnanag<•r for Bay C ity's Largest 
11111si\' ston·. was a vol1111t<•<•1· driv\' r 
for· I '11• l{ed ( :ross. A m<•ri('all ( 'an<'l'r 
So!'i<'I .,·. and IIH' <;<'lll-ral llospital 
I :11ild. SIH• s<•rv!'d on the Hoard of 
" Sltrdio ~:l". C<•nlPr for Firw Arts. 

(('1111/ i 111u ·,I n11 i""I' ' .') 

RECREATION CENTER NEWS May 1985 

TIH' l{os<•nlrl11t hs llHl\'l'd lo St111 
Cit.\' i11 Octolwr. [!)71 th<' folio\\' · 
in).! 111011th llwr joirwd lhl' l'lan•rs 
and have hec'n ill'iivl' 11H•111l)('rs s

0

ilH'l' 
1lw11 -- "l>amn Yanl«·<•s". "So11th 
l'acifi,•". "Kiss Me Kai<'". "Ol<la­
horna". and "l'a.iama I ;;ir,w". T IH' 
rwxlsho\\' in tile' fall of l!)XG \\'ill lH':t 
11111si('al. "Kismet.". 

Through association \\'ii h I h,· 
I 'la,v<'rs. hot h Nate and A Ii('(· h;l\·1· 
111·,·11 involvPd \\'ilh l {<•1'1'1•alifl11 
( 

0

(•111.<•r prn.i<'('I.-;: The Hi -( :e11t(•1111ial 
l'ag-Pant at tlw S11n Howl. Alic,· 
pai11t(•d th<' sn•nery and Nat<' 
dirl'clC'd the orchl'stra. Alice also 
rll'si).!ned and painted scenery for 
two Christmas programs: the 2:{rd 
A1111ivcrsar.v Party. the Tucson 
I ,ight Opera Company's Operetta. 
"Th<' ( :011dol iers" - all at Llw 
Sun Bowl. She also was stage 
din•<'tor for I.he Playl'rs prcsC'nt.ation 
of "Tlw BPst of the Musicals" ( 1111<kr 
the nrnsieal direction of Chris 
c;aensbauer) al Sundial auditorium 
as part of the 2Gth Anniversary 
.J11hilP<'. Sh<' also assist.Pd Olympi;1 
Sllrkin with tlw decorating- of thl• 
l,flol hs for th<' Forni !•'air. 

Aliee is a member of thl' S1111 C:it v 
l fockho1111d Club and tlw S1111 C:it.~• 
llil((•rs. as WPII as th<' S.vrnphon)' 
<; 11 i Id and A rt M 11s<•t1 n1. 
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Floyd Runkh~ 
Hometown: Atchison, Kansas 

Family: Wife <f 52 y<'ars, Marie; 
one daughter; 
two gra11dchifdre11; 
one great-grandchild. 

lnspirati<m: "Vol11ntari.1·111 is ll'hat 
makes most m-xm1iw tion.1· 
.function beyond beyond that 
could be accomplished by 
staff and thats what makes 
Sun City great. Also, l'ol11n­
teer work is satiJfying." 

Philo.rnplly: " I e.\pect lumnty oU/ of 
myse(f and out of others. I 've 
tried to be fume.rt irit/1 erc,y­
one I hm·e se1ved. " 

Sun Citian-· 
remedies 
household 
quandries 
By TINA SCHAUE 
D/\ILY NEWS-SUll 

itlf 

G 
arage door stuck? Call Floyd 
nunkhe. Dusted washing machine 
hose? l'~loyd's your man. Water 
leak? You guessed it. Floyd. 

Sun City's preeminent handyman? Well. 
maybe. But. it's actually Runkhe's vol­
unteer work as a patrolman with thn 
sheriffs posse that has the 78-year-olrf 
remedying some of Sun City's most com­
mon household quandaries. 

While his job may be reporting sus­
picious activity in the Sun City, Runkhe 
said the Sheriffs posse serves a more 
important function . 

"The purpose of the posse is lo be of 
c1ssistance to the citizens of Sun City,'' said 
Ruhnke, a former funeral director. 

As an e ight-year 111emher of the posse, 
Runkhe has also witnessed his share of the 
not-so-common. 

One year, the Kansas native was called 
to fish · ducklings out of the settlement 
basins of Sun City's streets. Runkhe re­
ceived a call from a woman who had a 
fishing net anti blanket wailing for him 
when he arrived. 

Assisting people with the little things 
seems to be a common theme In 
Runkhe's volunteer career. 

As a seven-year board member with 
Fountain of Life Lutheran Church in Sun 
City, Runkhe. along with 11 others, acted 
as "caretakers," calling on church mem­
bers. 

"Very few of our people needed assist­
ance that would require social work. Most 
of the lime it would be satisfying their 
need lo luiow what's going on at the 
church," he s:i id. "Sometimes, it would be 
satisfying their need for company." 

RuukJ1e has been the treasurer for the 
Grand Canyon Lutheran Layman's League 
for the past l'our years. The League spon­
sors a weekly rndio show known as the 
Lutheran Hour l\linislries, one of the old­
est-running religious prog(ams in America. 

The organization also sponsors a tele­
vision program. 

Between his volunteer work. Runkhe 
likes lo spend his time shooting pool in the 
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Pipe dreams 
Organ lover discovers instruments 

are keys to happiness 

~ 

Hy Thelma Heatw~le 

SpecialforTheRepubhc . ly six organs, two 

SUN CITY - · f~mt!:~~fu°Jiy with room to 0f theater s11.e, I , 

·n a living room. f t 
spare I th t the room is 50 ee 1 t helps, of course, .. a 

·th 15 foot ceil111g. 
long w1 ~a . d over the years by 

The organs were collecte 1 both organ 
. d Helen Husa em, 

Herbert a_n. and psychologists. 
buffs, mus1c1~ns . a H.odaers, a three-

The collection includes •th fo~r speakers, 
1 h ter organ w1 .d . manua t ea . nd to organs foun 111 

reportedly closect ~ouin New York City. 
th~ H.ockefeller en ,er is an electronically 

The Lowrey M; -~·ilh an additional o:• 
sophisticated orga lled Magic Genie 
h 1 J instrument ca h. · 

c es ra h. h Clizes computer c ips. 
Chords, w ic u 

1
• • the Allen Digital 

Other organs m~il~~e nine speakers; a 
compu_ter . org;;2 a comfortable organ for 
Haldw11_1 Pr~ Baldwin Marquee; and a entertamers, a 

Yamaha 415. ·t f organs had an 
The couple's _pu:su1_ f 967 

inauspicious beg111nn:g 111 r an. from. a Sea!s 
. "\Ve bought our! f1r~t HeTenH.usalem said 
and Hoebu~k c~ta ,

0
g; rk City and wer~. so . 

"We lived in Ne\\ 'l O
, ldn't take time 

busy with ~ur ~areers v.e cou 

t-0 go shoppmg. h Baldwin Marquee, was 
The last orga1d t e before her husband's acquired four ays 

death l 8 months a~o .. b d to play the organ, 
She taug~t her. ~;e/,

11 
uickly, she said. 

which he pick_e~ up_ >Nq w York apartment., 
"We were living ii:, a aer tment it wasn't big 

and while it was a big ap grand piano and a 
enough for two organs, a 

harp." b ht 
8 

home-in New 
When the couple ohug n~ awa\' , 

1.hf\" ga ''" t e 0~ . . . ,l<'rse_\'. . ]I t g 
Soon however, e t h y soon were co ec 111 

' · in earnest. h 
organs again b" th ter organs - t c 

"We bought two igDi ~~al "she said. 
Hodgers an? th~ A~leFour g org~ns when they 

The couple . a . 1978 

moved to Sun City ll_) d. ,·dual qualities and 
r:ach organ has rn I\ i 

personalities. 

"The H.odgers has 'weeping tibias,' a very 
rich chocolate-fudgy whipped-cream sound," 
she said. "The Allen has a sharper-· more to ' 
the Calliope sound. It· can be readily 
programmed to a liturgical organ. 

"The Lowry MX-1 is a prize instrument. 1 
would never give it up. That and the Rodgers 
are my favorites." 

'J'he Rusalems looked at Hawaii, Florida 
and Canada with retirement in mind, but 
decided on Sun City, a place they had \'isited 
many times. · 

"It turned out. to be the r ight choice 
because the lifestvlc was so wonderful," she 
said. "We were a·ble to become in volved in 
educational and cultural activities. Coming 

•from New York, we found it as fascinating 
and more convenient., comfort.able and safe 
and full of very vital interesting people with 
rich background experiences." 

Husalem said she still finds people here fascinating. 

"People have time to share these experi­
ences with each other, which makes it such a 
good place to live," she said. 

The Rusalems designed and started a 
program, "Never Too J ,ate," at. Rio Salado 
Community College - th_e program was for 
retirement-age individuals who wanted to go 
on t.o college and never did so, she said . 

Arizona State University officials heard 
about that program and asked them t.o start 
a similar one for retirees. / 

"We worked there ffor ASU) ;i vear and a 

--

After her husband's death, Rusalern said 
she looked for a new acti\·ity. 

"\Ve had alll'?._r~ worked as a team," she 
s_aid. '·My task ll'as to develop a single 
lifestyle that wou ld be satisfying. 1 thought it 
would be best t.o st.art to tread new paths and new roads." 

One of her new pursuits is travel, she said, . 
noting she also teaches organ and computer 
classes to small groups in her home. 

, "I do it for no fee," ~he said, "but if people 
\\ ant to they ~an contribute to a charity." 

RusaJem said the basic reason she decided 
on comJ?uter classes was t-0 help people get 
over their fear of computers. As st.udent.s gain 
understanding, some go elsewhere for formaJ­courses, she said. 

As for the _organs, Rusalem said, "As Jong 
a~ they provide pleasure, 1 will keep them. 1 hey are a lot of fun." 

.. 
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Helen Rusalem prepares to 
play her Rodgers three-man­
ual theater organ. The organ 
has " 'weepi,:ig tibias,' a very 
ri ch chocolate•fudgy 
whipped-cream sound." 
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Bilingual singing star . 
~- - . 

teeps SC _act.· qui~t 
' . / .t ~·~ 

MEMORIES 
- Andy Rus­
sell, who re­
placed Frank 
Sinatra as 
host for the 
Hit Parade in 
the early days 
·of television, 
reflects on his 
d~ys in show 
business. Rus­
sell is now re­
tired and liv­
ing in Sun 
City. 
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ANDY RUSSELL 
~ THE 

FOUR * 
FRESHMAN 

Dally Nows-Sun pholo by Fr•ncu Guarino 
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SUN CITY - Area residents 
can now boast they have a star 
in their midst who ranks with 
Frank Sinatra and Perry Como. ' 

Singer Andy Russell, 70, who 
reached stardom in the 1940s, 
has become a Sun Citian. 

Russell began his 40-year ca­

_ _ ______ __,,. CC ZI W P -,, .,-..-• r _.-,""" 

'I always felt protected 
with a · band. I couldn't 
believe it, all of a 
sudden I'm a star.' 

Andy Russell 
international singer 

reer in Los Angeles at the age difference a Day Makes," "I 
of 15, and quickly joined the Can't Begin to Tell You," 
likes of Sinatra, Como and Dick "Laughing on the Outside" and 
Haymes as young, up-and- "Without You." 
coming teen-age idols. Russell a ttributes his success 

"I started a style - singing in to some advice given to him 
English and Spanish," Russell early on by his long-time friend 
said. This style established him Gus Arnheim. "Gus told .me, 'Do 
as not only a huge hit in the something different ·and people 
United States, but also in Mex- will notice,' and that's what I 
ico and Argentina. did." 

It was Russell 's bilingual Per-haps his most important 
singing abilities that first a1/break came in 1947 when Rus­
tracted Capitol records to him. sell replaced Fra~k Sinatra as 
This discovery occured ·while he lead singer on the Lucky Strike 
was a drummer and singer with "Hit Parade." ·That same vint­
such bands as the first Stan · age year, Russell sang at one of 
Kenton band, Johnny Richards, the largest galas of the year, the 
Gus Arnheim and Alvino Rey. Academy Awards show. 
. "You had to play an _in- "You had to make it in New 
str~ment to get into the music York, or you didn't make it at · 
business. I chose the drums be- all," Russell explained. This fact 
~ause I tho~fht I coul~. le~ it eventually led him to the Big 
m a h~y. {!pon d1scovenng Apple, along with Sinatra and 
how difficult 1t would be to Como. Following appearances on 
learn how to read music, Russell the "Old Gold Show " the trio of 
realized that he would have to new-comers were a '"big hit all · 
study the art of drumming more over New York." Russell takes 
serously. According to Russell, joy in explaining that Jackie 
he succeeded and became a"top Mason opened for him with a 
dr " ummer. five minute comic relief spot on 

number of television variety 
shows, motion pictlll'es and con~ 
certs in Mexico arid throughout 
Latin America. ,· 

"I was hot as a firecracker,'' 
Russell said of his years abroad. 
He credits this to the public's 
ability to "accept me as one of 
their own." · 

After returning'to the United 
States, and hearing several re­
marks of "Andy-who?" Russell 
realized he had his work cut out 
for himself again. But in no.· 
time the American public was 
reminded of the voice that first 
brought him fame. 

Russell went on to draw large · 
crowds at his appearances at the . 
Fremont Hotel in Las Vegas, · 
the Sahara-Tahoe Hotel in Lake 
Tahoe and in clubs from coast to 
coast. 

He also became a favorite 
guest on Merv Griffin's late­
night show, and also appeared 
on the "Tonight Show" and tlie . 
NBC morning news show 
"Today." 

Having achieved top­
performer status all over the 
world, and after receiving titles 
such as "The Pioneer of Ar­
gentine Television," The 
Showman of the Americas" and 

. "Eagle of the Americas Award,'' 
he decided to leave the world of 
show business. 

Capitol offered him a once in the "Old Gold Show " 
a lifetime chance - a test re- · "I'm getting out while I'm 
cord. Russell recorded two sin- After years of live radio and ahead," Russell said of his deci-
gles, and received $175 . for television performances, Russell sion to retire. While his voice 
them. In the long run, he gained moved on to the world of motion · .sounds the same, he admits that 
much more than monetary pictures. He made six movies in hitting high notes takes a little 
rewards. In no time at all his Hollywood working with such more work than it used to. 
test record "Besame Mucho" greats as Groucho Marx. 
became a hit-record. 

"I always felt protected with a 
band," Russell said. Suddenly 
this protection was gone, and he 
was alone on stage for the first 
time. But after hearing the 
screaming fans he knew he 
would be fine, "I couldn't be­
lieve it, all of a sudden I'm a 
star," he said. ' 

Russell's first hit was followed 
by a series of other bilingual 
chart-busters: "Magic is the 
Moonlight," "Amor," "What a 

"I'm too proud to keep going. ·. 
I've always had a bright, fresh 
voice," Russell said. 

There isn't anyone who Rus­
sell wishes he had worked with 
simply because he has "worked 
with everyone in the business," 
he said. 

Russell and his fourth wife, · 
Doris left all the big c;ity prob­
lems of Los Angeles behind for 

Having conquered his home- the relaxation of the Northwest 
land, Russell set his sights on Valley. Russell has received of­
international territory. His fers . to. do a show in the area, 

· quest began in ' 1956. when" he'' . but so far has refused. After 40 
left for Mexico City; and to years in show business, and 
everyone's surprise it lasted 14 having been all over the world 
years. During this time Russell many times Russell now intends 
had great success through a to just simply eajoy life. 
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Blindness doesn't slow Sun Citian 
88-year-old' s 'richest 
guy you'll ever meet' 

residen t of Sun 
City s ince 1976, 
he spoke of his 
blindness from 
macular degener­
ation ve r y 
candidly. 

"Blindness is 
not a difficulty," 
he said. "It's an 
inconvenience. I 
lost my sight 18 
years ago, but I 

Rich Kennev 
Jr. 

As our phone conversation wound 
down, I told him I looked forward to 
meeting him. 

He replied, "I'm the richest guy 
you 'll ever meet." 

I met Will. who will be 89 in 
December, at the home of his lady 
fri end and dance partner , Flo. 

"I was a model maker a ll of my 
life," he began. "It all started when I 
was a kid in Michigan. I used to 
build model airplanes. All the kids in 
the neighborhood would come to me 
for help, because I was the only one 
who could u nderstand the prints. I 
gu ess I was just positive about 
myself and what I could do." 

During his career, Will designed 
a nd const ru cted e n gi n eering , 

VF PERS ONALITIES 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Will Rowling and dog Terry sit in front of a 
window Rowling painted depicting an Arizona 
scene. Rowling says his blindness can't keep 
him from enjoying life, including dancing sev­

J 
oe Zweben, who has lived in 
Sun City 25 years, recently 
sent me an e-mail. He wrote, 
"I go dancing a lot with my 

lady friend. A few years ago, we saw 
a nd met a blind Sun Citian who loves 
to dance. His name is Will Rowling, 
and he's in his late 80s. A few weeks 
ago, I heard him say how happy he 
was and how much he enjoyed danc­
ing with the ladies. He has an excel­
lent attitude, and if I use the word 
'happy.' I would not be far off. I think 
a write-up of this gentleman would 
be an inspiration to all of us.·· 

When 1 called Will Rowling, a 

can do everything I want to. And, like 
I a lways say, if you take the letter 't' 
off the word ·can 't,' you can." See SUN Cl'TIAN, A5 eral times a week. 
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au tomobile and medical mod­
els for display. leaching and 
sales promotions for a num­
ber of compa nies. 

"I've made models of any­
thing you can imagine." he 
said. "I made a free-piston 
engine for DeLorean to s how 
the action of pistons. That 
one's in the Smithsonian 
Institute now." 

Will's worked for compa­
nies like Chrysler, Ford and 
Disney, often taking on diffi­
cult projects. 

"I never took a negative 
attitude to anything." he said. 
"When I worked for Chrysler. 
anytime they had a job that 
no one would take, they'd 
bring it to me. Nine times out 
of ten, I didn't know how the 
hell to go about it. I'd go 
home, sleep on it, and the 
next morning I had the solu­
tion. I could actually see 
what I was going to have as a 
finished product. I don't 
know why I'm that way, but I 
am." 

Despite not having had 
any formal training in model 
making, Will said companies 
sough t h im out for h is 
expertise. 

·1·ve learned everything in 
my life from observa tion," he 
said. "I would observe people 
setting up projects. and I 

would somehow know how lo 
do it. Like one lime. l was 
working on a model. and l 
made a temporary spring. l 
went to a sp1ing company to 
have a permanent one made. 
The guy looks a t me and 
says. 'Did you make this 
s pring?' I said. 'yes.' He stud­
ied it and said. ·r got guys 
who've been here 30 years, 
and I don't think they can 
make one better.' He said to 
me, 'Could you make other 
s prings?' I told h im I could 
make anything if I wanted to. 
Suddenly, I was in the spring 
business." 

When I asked him how 
long he did that. Will said, 
"Oh, for a couple of years, I 
guess." Then, growing some­
what impatient, he said, 
"Maybe three. I don't know. I 
have no concept of time that 
I've done things. I've jus t 
done them as they a ppeared, 
tha t's a ll. I've made some fab­
ulous springs, though." 

Today. Will spends much 
of his time dancing at Sun 
Cities-area dance clubs. He 
dances three or four times a 
week at such places as the 
Sundial or the Bell recrea tion 
centers. 

"I dance with all the wom­
en ," he said. "Good or bad - I 
dance with them. I'll dance 
with women with two left feet. 
too, because they come to 

dance. ancl I Lhink they a ll 
s hould dance.'· 

While Will believes most of 
the women are good dancers. 
he's not so su re about the 
men. 

"A lot of the men just sort 
of stagger around. They put 
one foot out. wiggle and let 
the girl do all the work ... 

So how good a dancer is 
Will? 

"l dance all the dances." he 
said. "I keep the beat. All the 
girls like to dance with me, so 
I guess I must do a ll right." 

When Will explained how 
he never sits down between 
dances, Flo reminded h im of 
a triple-bypass operation he 
had two years ago. 

"I was going to go dancing 
after the 11rst week." he said. 
looking at Flo, "but s he 
talked me out of it. I had to 
wait two weeks before I could 
go. I think I could have 
danced the day I got out of 
the hospital." 

Loss of s ight doesn't stop 
Will from dancing, or travel­
ing - his second passion. 

"I had a girlfriend several 
years back, and she was as 
blind as I am," he said. "We 
traveled over a 100,000 miles 
together. People would say, 
'why do you want to travel 
like that - you can' t see any­
thing?' I'd say, 'Well. we like 
to feel our way a round the 

worlcl.· .. 
Will said he likes to lcm·c 

people with a laugh. 
"l like lo enliven people ... 

he said. "I clon·t have any 
money. but rm rich. I have 
my health. I have my oullook 
- and there isn't a clay that 
passes that I don't enjoy life ... 

Pos itive thinking. Will 
says. is ideal for anyone. 

"If people start thinking 
positively. there's no way they 
can be licked. Remember 
what I said about the word 
·can't.' Drop the letter 'l.' and 
there you a re." 


