


















































































































































VF PERSONALITIES 

tor equa11ty 
(Vivian Wood) 

ERA women 11gn 
By TINA SCHAL>E 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

T he image~ are etched in 
American~ - minds as 1hc 
defining moments in the 

women-s movement - burning 
bras. the shaved heads. the mas~e~ 
of women marching in Washing­
ton. D.C. 

But behind the emoti on and the 
frenzy that captured media atten­
tion was the methodical and often 
draining struggle that some 
women plodded through for 
years. 

Vivian Wood of Sun City. one 
of the first members of the 
Nat ional Organization for Wom­
en, had a direct hand in the wom­
en's movement of the 1960s. 

As a professor at the Uni ver­
sity of Wisconsin at Madison, 
Wood worked to secure women in 
teaching spots. pushed for wom­
en's scholarship opportunities and 
angled for slots on university gov­
erning committees, the college's 

· true power epicenter. 
" l think the university hjstori­

cally had been a mostly male uni­
versity. They weren't so happy 
about anyone trying to change it," 
Wood said of her 15-year fight to 
achieve women's equali ty on the 
college campus. 

Wood, who earned a doctor of 
philosophy degree in human 
development from the University 
of Chicago. said she bided two or 
three years longer for a promotion 
than her male counterparts. 

Despite her wait. Wood would 
eventually become the first 
woman in the Department of 
Social Work to earn tenure. 

In addition to waging her own 
battles. Wood fought for mentors 
for female students who often lost 
out on professional and educa­
tional expertise to male students. 

In spite of her successes and 
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Claire Randall of Sun City joined Bella Abzug and Gloria Steinem in championing the rights 
of women. 

those she achieved for others, 
Wood admits women sti ll have a 
long way to go. 

"Universities are one of the. 
hardest institutions to change," 
said Wood, a former Marine. 

But rather than work from the 
inside as Wood did nearly 30 
years ago, Wood said that wom­
en's advances today could stem 
from the outside. 

"The best move for women 
right now is getting into politics," 
she said. 

Wood said that women offer a 
unique outlook because of their 
experience with fam ilies and 
introduce an element to humanity 
into politics. 

Another Sun Citian and self­
proclaimed fem inist, Claire Ran­
dall, agrees. 

"You need people to represent 
all the parts to make good deci­
sions," she said. 

During the '60s and '70s, Ran­
dall championed women 's profes­
sional advancement in re ligion 
and worked directly with wom­
en's rights greats like Bella 
Abzug and Gloria Steinem. 

" I was happy to be revved up 
and right in there,'" Randall said. 

Randall jockeyed for women• s 
position in the church. 

"The biblical pattern was patri­
archal ... but that doesn' t mean we 
can ' t understand w hat our Scrip-

ture is about in our world and 
bring it to our time," Randall said. 

One of Randall's greatest vic­
tories during the movement came 
when a retired Episcopalian min­
ister agreed to ordain 11 women, 
an extraordinary event for the 
times. 

Outside women's acceptance 
in the work world, however. inte­
gral to achieving women's rights 
is prodding men to own up to 
their share at home. 

"Women are carrying the bur­
den in both worlds and doing do u­
ble duty. But it's beginning to 
change more and more," Randall 
said. 

Joyce Barre~t. a former educa-

T he E4ual Rights 
Amendment was writ­
ten by a suffragist 

Alice Paul in 192 1. It stated 
that all men and women 
should he treated equal ly 
under law. The amendmt:nt 
says: "'Equality of right~ under 
law shall not be denied or 
abridged by the Uni ted State~ 
Constitution or any state on 
the count of sex."" 

Paul was born in Morris­
town, N.J .. on Jan.11 .1885. 
She was a graduate of Swarth­
more College in 1905. Paul 
received her master's degree 
in 1907 and a doctor of phi­
losophy in social work in 
19 12 from the University of 
Pennsylvania. She also started 
the National Woman's Party 
and the W orld Woman·s Par­
ty. She died July 9, 1977. 

After many years, Con­
gress passed the ERA in 1972. 
The amendment had been 
introduced every session 
since 1923. Opposition to the 
amendment blocked its ratifi­
cation by the necessary 38 . 
states. 

tor, said that women beyond 
careers and families should also 
plan on making some adjust­
ments. 

Barrett said that one of the 
major transitions for women is 
from college into the male­
dominated work force and wid­
owhood. 

"W e have a.lot of ladies here 
in Sun C ity who still rely solely 
on their husbands and that is a 
transition they really need to 
make. They need to make the 
move from sole dependence to 
independence," Barrett said. 

She said one of the best ways 
to do this is to keep active and 
keep up with new technology. 



When they. first came to Sun City; it ·was-just'a 
small village with about 150 people,surrounded by ' 
thousands 'of acres of rose · bushes•· and cotton 
fields. ~ I ' • ' 

"We watched the city grow," said the. Sun City · 
pioneers Gayle and Warren Woodcock.· 

They have. been witnessing Sun._ .City's rapid 
· growth for the past 20 years. · · · _ 

· . Typical_ "s~owbirds,"· the ·wooqc9cks ''spend 
· winters in Sun City and the rest of the year in Min-

nesota. 1 • ; · . · 

'.'E~ch f~ll when we come back here, we see new 
blocks of homes," Gayle said. . 

· -. And, every, time there would be more privileges. 
But, the personal · contact among people is 

. diminishi~g, more and more, they noticed. 
· .. Yet, · the Woodcocks say, living in · Sun City 
highlights their life. They have many fine friends 
here and both enjoy the Arizona climate. 

Gayle and Warren have celebrated their 65th 
. wedding annh'.ersary last June. 

How does it feel to be marri~d to the same per­
son for such a long time? 

'.'I always thought I couldn't do better but I 
might do worse," Warren said. ' 

,_ µayle thinks that young couples today havirdif~ 
ferent views and values. Like every, married c.ou­
p le, the Woodcocks occasiona\y ,ha·ve 
disagreements, butthey work them out. . · 

','You have to have a lot of understanding for 
each other, and be able to put yourself in other per-

. son's _sh<>;es. Every marriage requires .some ad­
just~ents and a little give and take;" she said. 
· They both-have a good sense of humor and that 
mi_ght have.been one of the reasons that !cept them 
gomg. 

:·"I gave up.arguing 40 years ago. She h~s always 
had it her way," Warren said. 

Although married for so long, the Woodcocks 
still doubt they know each other well. Gayle says 
she does not feel.she knows what to expect from 

\(\<{ 0 
SUN CITY,ClTIZEN.::Novembe;;L9; 1~ .... •: • I-"' .. -~~• •• 

f ,. .. 

\':"/ / ~ ,' 
/ , ' . , \ 

'\ 

. I -A 
. Gayle aod Warren Woodcock of Sun City have been 

married for 65 years. 
\ 

her husband every time, and Warren can never 
tell what she is thinking about. 

They met at Hamlin University in St. Paul 
Minn. · ' 

"She had a darn good voice. I like music,"'i;ut I 
cannot sing, so I said to myself-· I'd better get so­
meone who can," Warren recalled. 

The next day ~fter he graduated in 1915, they 
were married. , 

The Woodcocks h,ave been active all their lives. 
Even today, Warreq likes to play golf, and Gayle 
still sings in the church choir. She also walks five 
to six blocks regularlJ.. 

They are both in a good physical condition. 
"You have to keep e,lercizing in.order to keep in 

shape," they pointed out. 
The Woodcocks also like to travel, and that is 

still their favorite hobby. 
They have seen Europe, ~anadaJ Mexico and all 

American states. 
"The most memorable .was our 50th anniver­

sary trip to the Orient," they said. "We went there 
with our friends Rose and Charles Tackels of Sun 
City. They celebrated exactly identical anniver­
sary as we did.'' 



. sun City reSide~t ea.ms consefVatiOnist a.Waid~ 
By RICK GONZALEZ 
Sun Cities Independent 

Sun City is often referred to as 
."J'he Volunteer Capital of the 
World," and one local resident was 
recently recognized for his 
vo'iunteer efforts. 

James Wormley, a member of the 
Sun City -Sportsmen's Club. has 
been named "Outstanding Conser­
vationist of the Year" by the 

Arizona Wildlife Federation. , 
• I 

Mt. Wormley received the 
Thomas E. McCullough Memorial 
Aw·ard in the non-professional 
category for his volunteer work in 
the conservation of wildlife and 
natural resources. His contributions 
in tim~. effort and projects were 
also noted. 

'Tm very, very· happy to receive 
the award," he says. · 

Competition for the award was 

statewide and, the :i-)Vinner was 
chosen by ·the , AWF. board of 
directors. · 

Mr. Wormley was nominated by 
Sun City club . becaus'e of his 
involvement in various conser­
vation projects. 

Mr. Wormley says he,'s been a 
member of the Sun City club, which 
has about 130 members. since he 
moved to Sun City 15 years ago. 

"I think it (the club) is a very 

..... ,__...__. 

good organization. The people' are' 
interested and care . about -our 
natural resources and the conser:/ 
vation and care of them. . . · ;! ,:, 

As citizens, Mr. Wormley. says;-; 
the natural resources belong to all 
of us. Therefore, we should do 
everything to care of them. :~ 

The purpose of the Sun City; 
Sportsmen's Club is to save and 
protect the natural resources, air, 
forests, water and wildlife. 

• I 

{i 
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Photo by BRET McKEAND/Sun Cities Independent 

James Worley, a member of the Sun City Sportsmen's Club, 
proudly dlsplays the conservation award he received from the 
Arizona Wlldllfe Federation. Ken Valchlnger, past president of 
the Sportsmen's Club, stands next to Mr. Worley. __ ...,_ ____ ,-- -- - ---- --
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Tennis machine serves 
:~,L~~::,~a.~=~d~~ -inventor well 
D 

oris Wright is 
resigned to the 

. fact that her hus-
band of 53 years 

has another passion. 
"This is the love of his life," 

, says Mrs. Wright with a sigh, nod­
ding toward a large machine with a 
bull's eye hanging above it. 

Donald Wright, who has battled 
a handful of ailments during the 

past several years and now putters 
around in a wheelchair, has never 
been unfaithful to his tennis 
machine, invented in 1977 to help 

teach people better tennis fonn. 
Mr. Wright has a patent for the 

invention, dubbed the "Wright­
Way Tennis System," which was 
installed at the Marinette 

Recreation Center in 1985. 
The machine serves balls from 

. an oscillating arm on one side to 
allow players to work on their 

forehand and backhand swings. 
A stationary arm on the other 

side serves balls to within an 18-
inch area for people with limited 
mobility. 

The machine collects the balls 
through a unique trough system, 
saving the hassle of chasing tennis 
balls associated with other ball 
servers. 

Mr. Wright, who has worked as 
an engineer, machinist, tennis 
coach and salesman, has built 
eight of his tennis systems , 
although the Sun City machine is 
the only one still in operation. 

The others fell into neglect as 
tennis clubs where they were 
installed changed bands, Mr. 
Wright says. 

Bettie Dodd of Sun City says 
she uses the machine most week-

For the less active, or for someone who 
really is a novice, this niachine 

is really great. 

JIM WARFIELD 
General Manager 

Recreation Centers of Sun City 

~un City resident o.onald Wright is inventor of a tennis machine which was 
installed at the Marinette Recreation Center in 1985. The machine collects 
t~e balls through a unique trough system, saving the hassle of chasing ten 
nis balls associated with other ball servers. 
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Although Donald Wright is confined to a wheelchair, he is s till able to take advantage of his 1977 invention called 
the "Wright-Way Tennis System," which serves balls from an oscillating arm on one s ide to allow players to work 
on their forehand and backhand swings. 

day mornings. 

" It gives you an opportunity to 

practice strokes," Mrs. Dodd says. 

"I just love it, I love to go." 
Mrs. Dodd says the machine 

helped her gain confidence as a 
novice tennis player. 

Most older people either already 
know how to play tennis und play 
above beginning level, or they 

don't play at all, says Mrs. Dodd. 
That leaves few options for older 
beginners. 

But Jim Warfield, general man­
ager of the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City, Inc., says the tennis 

invention has not seen much use 
during the years. 

"The machine is a headache," 

Mr. Warfield says. 
Because it is a prototype built by 

, hand, the Rec Centers employees 

prefer not to work on the machine 
and claim parts are hard to find . 

Mr. Wright has been a constant 

advocate for the tennis machine. 
sometimes inflaming the tempers of 
Rec Centers staff. 

But after all the years of battling 

for his machine, Mr. Wright says he 
is completely frustrated. 

There is no sign to tell people 

where and how to sign up to use the 
contraption. 

And sometimes people think 
because the ga te is locked the 
machine is broken. 

Sometimes it is simply not 
plugged into an electrical outlet. 

"He's s mart , he invents things, 
but diplomacy is not hi s best 
thing," says Hal Nappan of Sun 

City, Mr. Wright 's best friend. 

Mr. Nappan says that at least 

once a week Mr. Wright proclaims 
he is through battling for his inven­

tion's upkeep. 

But those who know him say Mr. 

Wright will never give up on his 
machine. 

Mr. Warfield , who says Mr. 

Wright should be commended for 
his devotion to the tennis machine . 
concedes the invention does have a 

positive side. 

" He's spent a number of years 
keeping the machine operating;· 
says Mr. Warfield. 

"For the less active, or for some­
one who really is a novice, this 

machine is really great. It's unique 
and the Rec Centers are apprecia­
tive of that." 
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Reflections on baseball 
Sun Citian instrumental in Sun Bowl being built 
By Kenn Gorr 
Indt"pcndent Newspapers 

Doug Wri~lll loves baseball. 
Tile Libenvville. Ill .. native 

can ~ull na111e many of the 
player s who played for the 
Ch1ca~o Cubs during the 
1930s. 

T he names Hack Wilson . 
Gabby Hartnett. Kiki Cuyler. 
Billy Herman and Charlie Root 
roli" off his tongue like saliva off 
the tongues of Pavlov's dogs. 

This Cubs fan and retired 
Presbyterian minister even 
believes its time to put to rest 
the recent eJection of curren t 
Cub~ outfielder Sammy Sosa 
trom a game for using an ille­
gally corked bat. 

.. T he media has done a lot 
on the incident: · Wright said. 
"Who is to sav whether he was 
lying.' Those things happen." 

B.i ts also were a big deal 
this past year in the Sun Cities 
Se111or Softball League. 

And as the president of the 
Sun Cny Chapter of the 
SCSSL. Wright was right in the 
middle oft.he fracas. 

Wri~ht and the 0U1er mem­
bt0rs of the Sun City League 
Board desperately wanted the 
composite bats that were flood ­
ing the m arket banned from 
the league. So did most of the 
members of the Sun City West 
league E\·entually, they got 
their way. 

"Those composite bats were 
scary. .. Wright said. "They're 
dane;e rous. we·ve had some 
people injured even before 
t11ose bats came along ... 

Wright and the other mem­
ber ~ of the Sun City Softball 
Lea~ue Board wanted U1e bats 
banned not only because of U1e 
danger t11ey posed to players. 
but because the bats were driv­
ing a com petitive wedge 

· between players. team s and 
leagues. 

"We·re trying to maintain the 
idea that softball is fun," Wright 
said . "We don't need al l those 
home runs." 

Wright's desire to rid lhe 
leagues of dangerous bats is 
evidence he loves softball 
almost as much as he enjoys 
watching baseball. 

He played sandlot ball as a 
kid and participated in a soft­
ball league in Milwaukee dur­
ing the 1950s. Hank Aaron was 
patrolling the outfield for the 
Braves in those days. Ernie 
Banks was a Cub. 

The week after he r etired 
from the First Presbyterian 
Church. Sun Ci ty, he j oined the 
Sun City softball league. and he 
quickly got involved as more 
than j ust a player. 

Since 1980, he has served 
several terms as the Sun City 
league president and several 
terms on the Sun Cities league 
board. 

It was as a m ember of the 
league board that Wright made 
his permanent mark on Sun 
City softball 

Ralph Snyder 's nam e rolls 
olI Wright's tongue as easily as 
those of the former Cubs . It 
was Snyder. now deceased, 
who approached Wright with 
the idea to have a softball stadi­
um but.It in Sun Ci ty. 

Wright remembers exactly 
how difficult it was to get the 
field built. 

"The man who was the pres­
ident of the Sun City recreation 
(centers) board at U1e Lime we 
brought the idea to him. was all 
for it." Wright said. "But he 
resigned. I don' t remember 
why. And it was a tough sell 
after that. " 

Wright said he walked th e 
neighborhood around l 07th 

• 

Photo by Kenn Gorr/Independent Newspapers 
Doug Wright chats about the Sun Cities Sen ior Softbal l 
League. Wright, who is currently the Sun City Senior Softball 
League president, was instrumental in getting the Sun Bowl 
built several years ago in Sun City. 

Street and Clair Drive collect­
ing signatures - in August. 

"It was five acres of weeds. 
They were delighted for som e­
thing to be done with that 
property,·· Wright said. 

Zoning and budget issues 
cropped up, turning the proj­
ect into a five-year contest of 
wills. Wright and his support­
ers eventually won. 

T he Recreation Centers of 
Sun City Governing Ooard 
allocated $200,000 for lhe 
project. T he low b id came in at 
$270,000 . 

Another batUe. 
The Sun Bowl opened for 

business in the mid-90s. Joe 
Garigiola Jr. threw out the 
first pilch. Ever since then . the 
Sun Cities Senior Softball 
League has grown like the 
weeds that populated the 
p roperty prior to the Sun 

Bowl 's development. ex1xmtl -
1ng from 14 teams to 28. 

"I k new il was going to ~row. 
but I had no idea how much ... 
Wright said . "It's come a long 
way from the sLx teams we had 
when the league first started .. 

Wright is quietly wor k111g 
on another project. He wa111:; 
lo have a cover erected O\'t'r 

the stands at the Sun Bowl. 10 
protect the fans from t11c An­
zona sun . 

"We really haven·1 done an~ -
thing other than a~k the n't n ... 
ation board for the mom·\ ... 
Wrigh t said. "We have a ~uocl 
relationship with the board . 
When they get the mom·y. I'm 
sure we·11 get ~01111:th111!_!, 
done ... 

And. what about su1n111n 
softball? 

"It's too darn hot. .. \\'J i½lll 
said. 
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DOERS PROFILE 

Doug 
Wright 

Vita: Retired 

Presbyterian 

minister 

Hometown: 

Family: . 

Self-portrait: 

Motto: 

InspiraJion: 

Libertyville, Ill. 

Three children, four gra11dchil­

dre11 

The thmst of my life simply has 

been to try to make life better 

for other people. 

Smile. 

All the good people and un­

sung doe~s I've been privileged 

to know. 

Key to longevity: Just be active. 

Senior pastor 
scores hits, 
day in, day out 
By J.J. McCORMACK 
Senior staff writer 

T he Rev. Douglas Wright's name is well­
known throughout the Sun Cities for a 
variety of reasons. . 

All of the reasons have a common 
thread: time. 

For nine years, Wright invested six · days a 
week of his time as senior pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church of Sun City. 

On the seventh day - Monday - he recorded 
a weekly religious ,message for a Valley radio 
station. The broadcast was a popular substitute 
for Sun Cities residents of all denominations 
who, for whatever reasons, couldn't make their 
regular Sunday service. 

After r~tl~ing fro!Jl the ministry, Wright didn't 
go Into h1dmg. He jumped into secular service 
with both feet. 

"I feel I haven't retired on occasion " said 
Wri~ht ~ho was called to the ministry' while 
servmg m the U.S. Anny during World War II. 

"The thrust of my entire life has been that " 
he said. "I've always wanted to do something to 
make life a little more pleasant for someone 
else. That's what we're here for. That's been my 
ministry." ' · 

Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Monday, ~eb. 5,_ 1996 

The first community-service organization to 
win a retired Wright's time and attention was 
the Sun City Ambassadors. He served as presi­
dent of the volunteer community marketing or­
ganization and served on the board when . it 
opened the Sun City Visitors Center. 

Wright continues to represent the Am­
bassadors for public-speaking engagements 
across the Northwest Valley. 

Next on Wright's list of volunteer pursuits was 
Recorded Recreational Reading for the Blind. 
The all-volunteer organization provides free re­
corded textbooks and magazines for blind and 
disabled people at all educational levels . 

Wright said he was drawn to the organization 
as a place to put his 40 years of public-speaking 
experience to work helping Qthers. He said he 
considers the taped books and magazines pro­
duced by the agency an extension of the lives of 
the people who use them. "That's really what it 
amounts to," he said. 

Wright has been a member of the recording 
organization's board of directors for seven years 
and the regular, cover-to-cover recorder of 
Modern Maturity magazine. He now is president 
of the Recorded Recreational Reading for the 
Blind and still finds time to do some recording. 

Wright is a former member of the Beware of 
Elder Exploitation Program board of directors. 

In recent years, Wright has been the spokes­
man for the Sun City Community Fund. He 
chairs the t:ommunity relations committee for 
the fund, a non-profit organization that raises 
money for 16 local social-service agencies. The 
community fund also awards cash grants to ~un 
City residents in need. 

For awhile, Wright was serving on four non­
profit boards simultaneously and delivering 
Sunday sermons on a substitute basis as Pres­
byterian churches across the Valley. 

Wright's favorite pastime since r(?tiring has 
been softball. He plays the game, serves on the 
board of the Senior Softball League and was 
instrumental in getting the Recreation Centers 
of Sun City to develop Sun Bowl Park a softball 
complex adjacent to the Sun Bowl am~hitheater. 

A shoulder Injury is keeping Wright out of the 
game. For the time being; he's managing a team 
of seventvsomethings. ~:; .'. 

Do you know a Doeh Send nominations to 
.J.J. McCormack, P..0." Box 1779, Sun City, 
85372, or call, 977-8351, Ext. 208. ' ___ _ __ __J 
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DOERS PROFILE 

Douglas Wright 
Family: Wife, Grace; three children; four 
grandchildren. 
Inspiration: "You get from life what you 
give. What else is there in life other than 
giving to people?" 
Philosophy: The Golden Rule. 
Greatest accomplishment: "I am happy 
that I have been given the opportunity and 
ability to be of service to other people." 

PERSONALITIES S - Z VF 

Former preacher 
has a ball 
in retirement 
By TINA SCHADE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

D 
ouglas Wright of Sun City 
remembers the exact time and 
place where he said he r_eceived 
his calling to serve m the 

ministry. 
And under the circumstances - Wright 

was stationed in Europe during World War 
. II - the message doesn't seem that uncom­
mon for a twenty-something man seeking a 
peaceful delivery from the chaos of war. 

What is remarkable, though, is that 
Wright's moment of truth would lead to his 
spending nearly 50 years behind the pulpit 
preaching to congregations from Pennsyl­
vania to Arizona. 

Even in retirement, Wright occasionally 
fills in for pastors in churches around the 
Valley. But in between, Wright is also 
heeding to another, probably more famili a , 
call - "Play ball!" 

"I told everyone when I'm retired, I'm 
going to play softball," Wright said. 

After receiving a softball glove as a gift 
from a local funeral home director, Wright 
hit the field and has made a regula1 
appearance playing first and second base 
for the,Sun Cities Softball Club. 

Wright has sat at the club's helm and 
was one of the point men in establishin!Z 
the softball field near Kuentz Recreation 
Center. Wright said he has watched thr 
senior league grow from six teams 10 year!' 
ago to 24 teams today. 

In addition to knocking a few over the 
fence, Wright is also in his sixth year with 
the Sun City Community Fund, ~ local 
organization that raises money for individ­
uals and social service agencies, like Sun 
Cities Area Transit and Interfaith Services. 

He is president of the board for Recorded t::: 
Recreational Reading for the Blind, whicl· ~ .... 
serves 200 blind people living in the North- q 
west Valley. As part of his presidential t' 
duties, Wright makes presentations to loca1 ) 

agencies about the importance of the pro 1.,, 

gram 'rhich is in its 27th year. 
Recorded Recreational Reading for thr­

Blind is also the means for blind peopl1 
living around the country who want ~o fine ~ 
out about the world through Modern Matu ):; 
rity magazine. G\ 

Wrigjlt said that after Recorded volun ~ 
teers read Modern Maturity from cover t( 'l 
cover and produce more than 200 tapes 
those tapes are passed on to librarie 
around the country, which in turn recon 
their own tapes. Those recordings are the, 
heard by nearly 11,000 blind peopl• 
nationwide. 

When not volunteering, Wright enjoy 
working out in the Sun City Recreatio, 
Centers, lifting weights and running. 

"I do it to stay young," Wright said. 
Wright is also past president of the Su, 

Cities Area Transit board and like 
traveling. 

To nominate a Doer, call Tina Schade a 
876-2514. 
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More Honors for 
Dr. Leona Yeager 

Dr. 

Story & Photo, Ruth Borchardt · . 
"-ls there a doctor in the house?" If you wer~ one.of 

the fortunate students at Northwestern University 
during Dr. Leona Yeager's tenure, your call for help 
might have been answered by this highly respected 
professor of clinical med­
icine and director of 
student health services. 
Now retired, and living in 
Sun City, she was honored 
recently by Northwestern 
·with its Service Award in 
Evanston, Illinois. 

Joining the medical 
· school first as a laboratory 
technician (1930-36) arid 
laboratory technician-qact-
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. eriologist of experimental 
medicine (1936-46), she 
was the former director of 
the College Health Nurse 
Practitioner Program . - •-\-- ·, i ,,tvi • • .._ 
(1975-79). A former alumni '·. :t · 1,. 1 •. ~ .,:·. " • 

regent from the Arizona 
area, 'she was a past Dr. Leona Yeager 

president of the Northwestern Club during the 
1970's. t I 

Awards have been heaped on her since the 1960's. 
She helped develop the first standards for the 
American College Health Services. In, 1_960 Dr. 
Yeager represented the . medical school on the 
Preventive Medicine Train on tour, sponsored by 
the Communicable Disease Center. 

Life was never dull on campus! One episode: A 
fraternity sent a military smoke bomb to another 
fraternity! · Horrible : fumes erupted· · making 
members violently ill. Fortunately the;e were no 
permar:ie~t effects from the inhalation and in 
appr~c1at10n for her ·help in relieving the painful 
react10ns, Dr. Yeager was honored at a dinner 
where she was presented with a b(;mquetofred roses 
and serenaded by the houses' members. 

On another occasion there was an urgent call from 
a wor:nen's dor_mitory to Dr. · Yeager's office 
reportm~ that its ·members were experjencing 
f~1ghtenmg symptoms .. . fh,1shed red faces and other 
d 1stressi ng reactions. Dr. Yeager hastened over to 
see what was happening and tlie conclusion was 
reached th~t the gifls ~ere's'ick from ingestfng too · 
much . -sodium mcotmate, . a -, preservative _ _. in 
_hamb~rger. Later . on:: .lkime'~frKternitf members 
experienced much the same symptoms,.proving that 
this . was a harmful ingredient if _not carefully 
momtor~d . As a result, we can th~nk Dr.Yeager for 
persuadm_g t~e FDA to regulate the amount, of 
preservatives m hamburger meat. • 

Wit~ her background 'of being a di'plomat of the 
America~ Board of Internal Medicine (1951-74-81), 
an A.meri~an College Health Association fellow and 
Pre~1dent (1964:6~) and a fellow of the Chicago 
Ins~1tut~ of M~d1cm~, she has continued to· be very 
act1.ve, mcludmg being a member of. the Ari'zona 
Society of Geriatrics and the second President; of 
Interfaith Services. . ' . : · 

In view of the fact there were v~ry -few worrien 
doctors years ago, just gaining entrarice·to a medical 
school _was an achievement. Dr. Yeager's 
accomplishments are doubly imp,ressive. We sal 1;1te 
her record! · 
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HAPPY TRAILl 
By TRACY CHARUHAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

I n the mid-1950s, Bruce Young of 
Sun City had a chance to book 
Elvis Presley '.or a_ show at one of 
his theaters m Pme Bluff, Ark. 

Young turned down the entertainer 
because his agent wanted 60 percent of 
the shows profits, a percentage Young 
could not afford. 

"We never paid that kind of money 
for an entertainer," Young said. "Be­
sides, I had never heard of him. Elvis 
ended up playing at a theatet across 
town for $50. That place didn't even 
have air conditioning. I didn't have 
many people in my place that night." 

Once word spread that Elvis was in 
town, the highway from Little Rock to 
Pine Bluff was packed with cars. The 
state police were called out and had to 
set up riot ropes to control the crowds. 
After that day, Young said the name 
Elvis Presley would forever stay in his 
memory. 

Young didn't meet Elvis that week­
end, but several years later he met the 
King in Hollywood, Calif., at the 
screening of the movie "GI Blues." 
Young was invited as a guest o_f Pres­
ley and Paramount Studios. A photo­
graphe r captures Young and Elvis to­
gether and when Young returned to 
Arkansas, he saw the picture on the 
front page of the local newspaper. 

Among his many accomplishments in 
the entertainment business, Young has 
met more than 100 stars from motion 
pictures, television and the music 
world. 

Young was president of the Arkansas 
Theater Owners and manager of the 
Saenger, Malco and Zebra theaters in 
Pine Bluff from the late 1950s to the 
late 1960s. Three major motion picture 

studios invited him to screenings of all 
their latest movies. 

The Saenger Theater, which will be 
declared a historic landmark on Oct. 8, 
was the largest theater in Arkansas 
before it closed in 1974. There were 
900 seats in the theater, which was five 
stories high in the back. 

"In those days you could fill the 
theater with no problem," Young said. 
"There was no television in the early 
1950s, so people came to the movies for 
entertainment." 

His career in show business began in 
1934 at the age of 10. He ushered, took 
tickets and served as doorman at the 
Ritz Theater in Pine Bluff. 

Young has several photo albums 
fillecl with pictures of him standing 
next to stars such as Jimmy Stewart, 
Jack Lemmon, Angie Dickinson, Don 
Knotts, Alan Alda and many more. 
Young even had the honor of playing a 
game of pool with Minnesota Fats. 

"I met him at the premiere of his 
movie 'The Players'," Young said. "He 
let me get a few shots, but you can 
guess who won that game. He bragged 
about himself the whole time. He 
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meant to be funny, but after a while, it 
· really got on my nerves." 

One of the closest friendships Young 
made was with Roy Rogers and Dale 
Evans. Young was responsible for 
starting the first Roy Rogers Fan Club 
in the South. The club had more than 
2 000 members. One night, Rogers and 
Evans came to Pine Bluff to show 
Young their appreciation. 

"When I heard they were coming, I 
got in my car and announced over the 
loud speaker that every kid under 12 
could come to my theater for free and 
see Roy Rogers," Young said. "1:he 
place was packed. There were two kids 
to every seat." 

Young knew most of the kids in town 
because he saw them at one of his 
theaters almost every week. When 

Rogers and Evans came out on stage, 
the kids sang the pair a popular song. 

"They sang 'If I knew you were com­
ing I'd have baked a cake'," Young 
said. "Roy and Dale were so delighted. 
Roy said he had entertained many 
audiences but that this was the first 
time an audience had entertained 
him." 

Before Young married his wife 
Helen, he entered a contest to win a 
date with Debbie Reynolds. By t?e 
time his name was drawn as the wm­
ner, Young had been married for two 
wee ks. 

"I talked to Debbie's manager and 
explained the situation to him," Young 
said. "They sent me a giant auto­
graphed picture of Debbie, $500 cash 
and two plane tickets to Ho.llYwood. We 

had a wo-nderful time. " 
Helen died last December, and 

Young has decided to get more in­
volved in local movie clubs and organ­
izations. 

"When we first came out here, we 
decided to leave all of that show busi­
ness stuff behind us. But now that I'm 
alone, I realize how much I miss the 
theater business. I've been in theater 
for 60 years. I really miss it." 

Young's two grandchildren are both 
aspiring movie stars, and his grandson 
Dana will be staring in a movie with 
Johnny Depp ("Edward Scis­
sorhands")this fall. 

"I'm proud of those kids," Young 
said. " It seems only natural that they 
are in the movie business." 



Rick D'Elia/ Daily News-Sun 

Bruce Young of Sun City sits on his living room floor with his movie star memorabilia. Young has met more 
than 1 00 celebrities. 
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SUN CITY - Nat Zausner, 
his full mustache meeting his 
Iamb-chop sideburns, I o o k s 
like a poet. And he is. 

He writes poetr,y at the 
drop of an idea. Especially 
when he-is elated or frustrat­
ed. 

He carries a pad and pencil 
because he never knows when 
a poetic notion may strike. 
They do strike often. 

"I w r i t e three or four 
poems a week," said Zaus­
ner, a golfer and abstract 
painter, "depending on how 
much happens to me. 

"Mo s t l y I write about 
things that bug me or other 
people," he said. 

"I can sit down and write 
four or five stanzas in 10 min­
utes. Ir it doesn't come out 
spontaneously, it does not 
turn out too well." 

Zausner was prompted to 
write a poem the other day 
when he had to wait 90 min­
utes in the doctor's office for 
an appointment. 

"Although we pay for pri­
vate care," he wrote in part, 
"You'd think it was a clinic. 
We've been done this way so 
oft.en, I'm becoming a medi­
cal cynic." 

Zausner, retired executive 
vice president or the Zausner 
Foods Corp., in New Bolland, 
Pa:, said he is more con­
cerned with content than form 
in · his poetry, although he 
does follow trnclitional rules, 
rhythm and meter. 

'
1My primary concern," he 

said, "is to make my point, 
of~ . with a touch of humor, 
no~preaehy, nor heavy." 

zausner, whose poems are 
fnl4uently published in th e 
SurCCity · newspaper, Is read­
ilr,recognlzed by his I o n g 
hair· that nearly reaches his 
shirt collar. 

•.
1j hated to go to the bar• 

her;" explained Zausner, '.'al­
m~t from the beginning of 
the• time I had to go. Being in 
business, I had to have my 
ha_ir cut, but I always res_ent­
ed it." 

~usner said his dislike 
deepened in New York City 
when his barber proved "gar­
rulous and bigoted toward mi­
norities." 

"I stopped cutting my hair 
at that point," he said. "I dis­
covered it was quite easy for 

R,publlc pholo by Thelma Hntwolt 

Nat Zausner, lively Sun City pqet, looks the part 

me to use my razor riot only 
on my beard but my scalp. Jn 
1967, I decided 1to Jet my hair 
grow and just shave my 
chin." 

He said he gets frequent . 
comments from young people 
on his r-iir and has encoun­
tered a few adults who are 
"bigoted about long hair." 

Zausner's been writing poe­
try since he as 12. 

"I wrote f 1 o w e r y verse 
about things connected with 
nature," he said. "As I got 
older ,and came In contact· 
with the · hardships people. 
face, my poetry began to re­
flect the conditions and social 
problems. 

"And," said Zausner, "I 
write poetry like I do a JO­
word telegram, eliminating 

all unnecessary verbage." 

When California had , an 
earthquake, Zausner took·· to 
his pen for a poem, "Califor­
nia Has Everything." And, 
glancing out of the window of 
his home at 10444 Saratoga 
Circle, he spied a frost-bitten 
lemon tree and was inspired 
to write, "A Tree's Lament." 
Television cigarette commer­
cials brought on "Smoke Sig­
nals," and the return of the 
swallows, "Capistrano." 

In his "Parent's Prayer," 
which has received considera­
ble recognition, he ends the 
petition for his children, ."We 
pray the friends you will 
meet will have standards just 
like ours, For the influence of 
your peers Will determine 
your future careers Far be­
yond our parental powers." 
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tion and ~ervice proj~c~ in Its ar~a. "' ·ticafional soror_ity and .a J-Iu~~el 
Elfriede's chapter has worked to . Club, and still_ ~~s -~~e ~o 10m a 
renovate a Phoenix puppet theatre group 9f her neighbors -for -three--
and an early 1800s barn in Tern- _mile .. walks ?n _tht! o~tdoor track a,~ 
pe, and has also donated_ funds to_ · Marinette,: ' _You. cant stay ~om~, 
preserve other historic_ homes and she says. I find, 1t ~11 ~ewardmg. 

' -~·~ ~ 

· .. organization's-~ case'.'manager. Her 
_ backgr~mnd in sod~ work m~es 
· her perfectly qualified 'to ful~ll this 
role, where· s}:le counsels m~al-.re- . 

.:cipiehts who .. need financial :assis­
tance, refers them to other agencies 
for help and provides general ad­
vice. She has recently been work­
ing with six individuals who were 
displaced by Hurricane Katrina 
and are currently living in senior 
housing in Youngtown. 

Elfriede joined another service 
organization, Altrusa Internation­
al,- three years ago and has just 
accepted a position on its board. 

M~y Sun Citians who devote The group supports literacy and 
time to· vol'unteering choose. one volunteers at l~cal schools, reading 
particul~ group. ~d dedicate the . to Head ·.Start children and throw­
majority_ of their time to that or- ing them a holiday party,_ distrib~ 
ganizatio'n. N·ot Elfriede Zawicki, uting dictionaries to grade school 

··who is a ·regular and dedicated graduates and _ helping support 
volunteer with several community the cause of literacy in general. 
organizations.- When she fifst came The group also provides scholar­
to· Sun City in 1985, she "couldn't ships for nursing s~dents at _Sun 
stand to be retired," -and started .Health's nursing school. Elfriede 

; _working., at,_ Faith Presbyterian says her educati?l:1 • 'background 
i · Church as a · social and outreach and love of children led her to work 
· w:orl<er. She spent 15 years at Faith, with Altrusa, but also . notes that , 
where she started a group called the group's literafy_wo_rk "nee_ds_to .. · 
the Light . I,3eams for individuals . be done.'~ i.. • 

; i._~th, · m~~ar . d~g~~e_ration. 'I_'hat One of -Elfriede's favorite orga­
! :~~tjust ~e begmrung ?f h~r vol- nizations ·combines service with a 
· ~unteer ~(career" in Sun City. · · hobby that she loves. She is very 

· ; 5·~ ... Stin· City Meals on ½'heels ~s an- • active in ·the Questers, a worldwide 
..... -: .. ', .;.oth~:l of ' the . many organiza~ons organization· for an __ tique lov~rs. A 

~ l~ fu~-Wfficn\ Eifriede' is deeply in- The group has an, annual conven­
~vol~e£Snehasservedon the board tion an"d an antique show, but each 

I :for five years and also works as the local chapter also sponsors renov.1-

buildings. .. . . . : _ _· .To_ contact _ S~ City · Meals on 
And, as if all this_ isn't enough, . Wheels, call_ (~23)_ 974-5~8~. H y~u 

Elfriede also volunteers in the· Mu- _a.re int~i::ested m volunteering with 
seum Store ' at the West· Valley Art .. Altrusa, ca)J (623) 972-6155. If you 
Museum on Saturdays; is a mem- ··would like information about the 
ber of the Delta Kappa Gamma ed: Questers, call (480) 657-9786. 


