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; By Vera Petrovic
.- Staff Writer

When they.first came to Sun City, it was-just a
small village with about 150 people,surrounded by
thousands ‘of acres of rose bushes and cotton
fields. -

“We watched the city grow,” said the Sun City
pioneers Gayle and Warren Woodcock.

They have been witnessing Sun City’s rapid

- growth for the past 20 years.

Typical ‘‘snowbirds,” the Woodcocks spend
winters in Sun City and the rest of the year in Min-
nesota.

“Each fall when we come back here we see new
blocks of homes,’’ Gayle said.

And, every time there would be more privileges.
But, the personal contact among people is
dimlnlshing, more and more, they noticed.

‘. Yet, the Woodcocks say, living in Sun City
highlights their life. They have many fine friends
here and both enjoy the Arizona climate.

Gayle and Warren have celebrated their 65th
wedding anniversary last June.

~ How does it feel to be married to the same per-
son for such a long time?

“I always thought I couldn't do better, but I

might do worse,”” Warren said.
. Gayle thinks that young couples today have dif-
ferent views and values. Like every married cou-
ple, the Woodcocks occasionaly have
disagreements, but they work them out.

““You have to have a lot of understanding for
each other and be able to put yourself in other per-
son’s shoes. Every marriage requires some ad-
justments and a little give and take,” she said.

They both have a good sense of humor and that
might have been one of the reasons that kept them
going.

‘I gave up arguing 40 years ago. She has always
had it her way,” Warren said.

Although married for so long, the Woodcocks
still doubt they know each other well. Gayle says
she does not feel .she knows what to expect from
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pass 65thh

. Gayle and Warren Woodcock of Sun City have been
married for 65 years.

her husband every time, and Warren can never
tell what she is thinking about.

They met at Hamlin University in St. Paul,
Minn.

‘““She had a darn good voice. I like music, but I
cannot sing, so I said to myself -- I'd better get so-
meone who can,’” Warren recalled.

The next day after he graduated in 1915, they
were married.

The Woodcocks have been active all their lives.
Even today, Warren likes to play golf, and Gayle
still sings in the church choir. She also walks five
to six blocks regularly.

They are both in a good physical condition.

“You have to keep exercizing in order to keep in
shape,” they pointed out.

The Woodcocks also like to travel, and that is
still their favorite hobby.

They have seen Europe, Canada, Mexico and all
American states.

“The most memorable was our 50th anniver-
sary trip to the Orient,” they said. *We went there
with our friends Rose and Charles Tackels of Sun
City. They celebrated exactly identical anniver-
sary as we did.”’

PNFD 5 241244 ’2"299/0097;
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Sun City resident earns conservationist.awards

By RICK GONZALEZ
Sun Cities Independent

Sun City is often referred to as
"The Volunteer Capital of the
World," and one local resident was
recently recognized for his
volunteer efforts.

James Wormley, a member of the
Sun City Sportsmen's Club, has
been named "Outstanding Conser-
vationist of the Year" by the

201 W29/

Arizona ‘Mldhfe Federauon

Mr. Wormley received the
Thomas E. McCullough Memorial
Award in the non-professional
category for his volunteer work in
the conservation of wildlife and
natural resources. His contributions
in time, effort and projects were
also noted.

"I'm very, very happy to receive
the award,” he says.

Competition for the award was

statew:de and the swinner was
chosen by the AWF. board of
directors.

Mr. Wormley was nominated by
Sun City club because of his
involvement in various conser-
vation projects.

Mr. Wormley says he's been a
member of the Sun City club, which
has about 130 members, since he
moved to Sun City 15 years ago.

"I think it (the club) is a very

good orgamzauon The people aré
interested and care about our
natural resources and the conser~
vation and care of them. - . =002

As citizens, Mr. Wormley says;
the natural resources belong to all
of us. Therefore, we should do
everything to care of them.

The purpose of the Sun City.
Sportsmen's Club is to save and
protect the natural resources, air,
forests, water and wildlife.
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Photo by BRET McKEAND/Sun Cities Independent

James Worley, a member of the Sun City Sportsmen's Club,
proudly displays the conservation award he recelved from the
Arizona Wildlife Federation. Ken Vaichinger, past president of

‘the Sportsmen's Club, stands next to Mr. Worley.
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Tennis machine serves
e 1IVENTOT Well

Sun Cities Independent

oris Wright is  For the less active, or for someone who

resigned to the really is a novice, this machine
fact that her hus- .
band of 53 years is really great.

has another passion.
“This is the love of his life,”
. says Mrs. Wright with a sigh, nod-
* ding toward a large machine with a
bull’s eye hanging above it.

Donald Wright, who has battled
a handful of ailments during the
past several years and now putters
around in a wheelchair, has never
been unfaithful to his tennis
machine, invented in 1977 to help
teach people better tennis form.

Mr. Wright has a patent for the
invention, dubbed the “Wright-
Way Tennis System,” which was
installed at the Marinette
Recreation Center in 1985.

_ The machine serves balls from
“an oscillating arm on one side to
allow players to work on their
forehand and backhand swings.

A stationary arm on the other
side serves balls to within an 18-
inch area for people with limited
mobility.

The machine collects the balls
through a unique trough system,
saving the hassle of chasing tennis
balls associated with other ball
servers.

Mr. Wright, who has worked as
an engineer, machinist, tennis
coach and salesman, has built
eight of his tennis systems,
although the Sun City machine is
the only one still in operation.

The others fell into neglect as
tennis clubs where they were
installed changed hands, Mr.
Wright says.

JIM WARFIELD
General Manager
Recreation Centers of Sun City

’ . Sun City resident Donald Wright is inventor of a tennis machine which was
Bettie Dodd of'Sun City says  installed at the Marinette Recreation Center in 1985. The machine collects
she uses the machine most week-  the balls through a unique trough system, saving the hassle of chasing ten:
nis balls associated with other ball servers.
: t
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Although Donald Wright is confined to a wheelchair, he is still able to take advantage of his 1977 invention called
the “Wright-Way Tennis System,” which serves balls from an oscillating arm on one side to allow players to work
on their forehand and backhand swings.

day mornings.

“It gives you an opportunity to
practice strokes,” Mrs. Dodd says.
“I just love it, I love to go.”

Mrs. Dodd says the machine
helped her gain confidence as a
novice tennis player.

Most older people either already
know how to play tennis and play
above beginning level, or they
don’t play at all, says Mrs. Dodd.
That leaves few options for older
beginners.

But Jim Warfield, general man-
ager of the Recreation Centers of
Sun City, Inc., says the tennis
invention has not seen much use
during the years.

“The machine is a headache,”
Mr. Warfield says.

Because it is a prototype built by
hand, the Rec Centers employees

prefer not to work on the machine
and claim parts are hard to find.

Mr. Wright has been a constant
advocate for the tennis machine,
sometimes inflaming the tempers of
Rec Centers staff.

But after all the years of battling
for his machine, Mr. Wright says he
is completely frustrated.

There is no sign to tell people
where and how to sign up to use the
contraption.

And sometimes people think
because the gate is locked the
machine is broken.

Sometimes it is simply not
plugged into an electrical outlet.

“He’s smart, he invents things,
but diplomacy is not his best
thing,” says Hal Nappan of Sun
City, Mr. Wright’s best friend.

Mr. Nappan says that at least

once a week Mr. Wright proclaims
he is through battling for his inven-
tion's upkeep.

But those who know him say Mr.
Wright will never give up on his
machine.

Mr. Warfield, who says Mr.
Wright should be commended for
his devotion to the tennis machine,
concedes the invention does have a
positive side.

“He’s spent a number of years
keeping the machine operating,”
says Mr. Warfield.

“For the less active, or for some-
one who really is a novice, this
machine is really great. It's unique
and the Rec Centers are apprecia-
tive of that.”
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Reflections on baseball

Qun Citian instrumental in Sun Bowl being built

|

By Kenn Gorr

Independent Newspapers

Doug Wright loves baseball.

The Libertyville, Ill.. native
can still name many of the
players who played for the
Chicago Cubs during the
1930s.

The names Hack Wilson,
Gabby Hartnett, Kiki Cuyler.
Billy Herman and Charlie Root
roll off his tongue like saliva off
the tongues of Pavlov's dogs.

This Cubs fan and retired
Presbyterian minister even
believes its time to put to rest
the recent ejection of current
Cubs outfielder Sammy Sosa
from a game for using an ille-
gally corked bat.

“The media has done a lot
on the incident,” Wright said.
“Who is to say whether he was
lying?” Those things happen.”

Bats also were a big deal
this past year in the Sun Cities
Senior Softball League.

And as the president of the
Sun City Chapter of the
SCSSL. Wright was right in the
middle of the fracas.

Wright and the other mem-
bers of the Sun City League
Board desperately wanted the
composite bats that were flood-
ing the market banned from
the league. So did most of the
members of the Sun City West
league. Eventually, they got
their way. B

“Those composite bats were
scary.” Wright said. “Theyre
dangerous. We've had some
people injured even before
those bats came along.”

Wright and the other mem-
bers of the Sun City Softball
League Board wanted the bats
banned not only because of the
danger they posed to players,
but because the bats were driv-
ing a competitive wedge

between players, teams and
leagues.

“We're trying to maintain the
idea that softball is fun,” Wright
said. “We don't need all those
home runs.”

Wright's desire to rid the
leagues of dangerous bats is
evidence he loves softball
almost as much as he enjoys
watching baseball.

He played sandlot ball as a
kid and participated in a soft-
ball league in Milwaukee dur-
ing the 1950s. Hank Aaron was
patrolling the outfield for the
Braves in those days. Ernie
Banks was a Cub.

The week after he retired
from the First Presbyterian
Church, Sun City, he joined the
Sun City softball league, and he
quickly got involved as more
than just a player.

Since 1980, he has served
several terms as the Sun City
league president and several
terms on the Sun Cities league
board.

It was as a member of the
league board that Wright made
his permanent mark on Sun
City softball.

Ralph Snyder's name rolls
off Wright's tongue as easily as
those of the former Cubs. It
was Snyder, now deceased,
who approached Wright with
the idea to have a softball stadi-
um built in Sun City.

Wright remembers exactly
how difficult it was to get the
field built.

“The man who was the pres-
ident of the Sun City recreation
(centers) board at the time we
brought the idea to him, was all
for it.,” Wright said. "But he
resigned. I don't remember
why. And it was a tough sell
after that.”

Wright said he walked the
neighborhood around 107th

Photo by Kenn Gorr/Independent Newspapers
Doug Wright chats about the Sun Cities Senior Softball
League. Wright, who is currently the Sun City Senior Softball
League president, was instrumental in getting the Sun Bowl
built several years ago in Sun City.

Street and Clair Drive collect-
ing signatures — in August.

“It was five acres of weeds.
They were delighted for some-
thing to be done with that
property,” Wright said.

Zoning and budget issues
cropped up, turning the proj-
ect into a five-year contest of
wills. Wright and his support-
ers eventually won.

The Recreation Centers of
Sun City Governing Board
allocated $200,000 for the
project. The low bid came in at
$270,000.

Another battle.

The Sun Bowl opened for
business in the mid-90s. Joe
Garigiola Jr. threw out the
first pitch. Ever since then, the
Sun Cities Senior Softball
League has grown like the
weeds that populated the
property prior to the Sun

Bowl's development, expand-
ing from 14 teams to 28.

“I knew it was going to grow.
but I had no idea how much.”
Wright said. “It's come a long
way from the six teams we had
when the league first started.”

Wright is quietly working
on another project. He wants
to have a cover erected over
the stands at the Sun Bowl. to
protect the fans from the Ari-
zonasun.

"We really haven't done any-
thing other than ask the recre-
ation board for the money.”
Wright said. "We have a good
relationship with the board.
When they get the money, I'm
sure we'll get something
done.”

And, what about summer
softball? :

“It's too darn hot,” Wright
said. '
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DOERS PROFILE

Vita:  Retired

Presbyterian
minister
Hometown: Libertyville, 11l.
Family: Three children, four grandchil-
dren
Self-portrait:  The thrust of my life simply has
been to try to make life better
for other people.
Motto: Smile.
Inspiration: All the good people and un-

sung doers I've been privileged
to know.

Key to longevity: Just be active.

Senior pastor
scores hits,
day in, day out

By J.J. McCORMACK
Senior staff writer

he Rev. Douglas Wright's name is well-
known throughout the Sun Cities for a
variety of reasons.

All of the reasons have a common
thread: time.
For nine years, Wright invested six days a
week of his time as senior pastor of First
Presbyterian Church of Sun City.
On the seventh day — Monday — he recorded
a weekly religious message for a Valley radio
station. The broadcast was a popular substitute
for Sun Cities residents of all denominations
who, for whatever reasons, couldn’t make their
regular Sunday service. .
After retiring from the ministry, Wright didn’t
go into hiding. He jumped into secular service
with both feet.
“l feel I haven't retired on occasion,” said
Wright who was called to the ministry while
serving in the U.S. Army during World War II.
“The thrust of my entire life has been that,”
he said. “I've always wanted to do something to
make life a little more pleasant for someone
else. That's what we're here for. That’s been my
ministry.” '

The first community-service organization to
win a retired Wright's time and attention was
the Sun City Ambassadors. He served as presi-
dent of the volunteer community marketing or-
ganization and served on the board when - it
opened the Sun City Visitors Center.

Wright continues to represent the Am-
bassadors for public-speaking engagements
across the Northwest Valley. ‘

Next on Wright's list of volunteer pursuits was
Recorded Recreational Reading for the Blind.
The all-volunteer organization provides free re-
corded textbooks and magazines for blind and
disabled people at all educational levels.

Wright said he was drawn to the organization
as a place to put his 40 years of public-speaking
experience to work helping others. He said he
considers the taped books and magazines pro-
duced by the agency an extension of the lives of
the people who use them. “That’s really what it
amounts to,” he said. .

Wright has been a member of the recording
organization’s board of directors for seven years
and the regular, cover-to-cover recorder of
Modern Maturity magazine. He now is president
of the Recorded Recreational Reading for the
Blind and still finds time to do some recording.

Wright is a former member of the Beéware of
Elder Exploitation Program board of directors.

In recent years, Wright has been the spokes-
man for the Sun City Community Fund. He
chairs the community relations committee for
the fund, a non-profit organization that raises
money for 16 local social-service agencies. The
community fund also awards cash grants to Sun
City residents in need.

For awhile, Wright was serving on four non-
profit boards simultaneously and delivering
Sunday sermons on a substitute basis as Pres-
byterian churches across the Valley.

Wright's favorite pastime since retiring has
been softball. He plays the game, serves on the
board of the Senior Softball League and was
instrumental in getting the Recreation Centers
of Sun City to develop Sun Bowl Park, a softball
complex adjacent to the Sun Bowl amphitheater.

A shoulder injury is keeping Wright out of the
game. For the time being, he’s managing a team
of seventvsomethings. - -

Do you know a Doef? Send nominations to
J.J. McCormack, P.O. Box 1779, Sun City,

85372, or call, 977-8351, Ext. 208.

Monday, Feb. 5, 1996
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DOERS PROFILE

Douglas Wright

Family: Wife, Grace; three children; four
grandchildren.

Inspiration: “You get from life what you
give. What else is there in life other than
giving to people?”

Philosophy: The Golden Rule.

Greatest accomplishment: “/ am happy
that | have been given the opportunity and
ability to be of service to other people.”

PERSONALITIES S = Z

Former preacher

has a ball
in retirement

By TINA SCHADE \
DAILY NEWS-SUN

ouglas Wright of Sun City
remembers the exact time and
place where he said he r_ecewed
his calling to serve 1In the
ministry. .
And under the circumstances — Wright
was stationed in Europe during World War
I — the message doesn’t seem that uncom-
mon for a twenty-something man seeking a
peaceful delivery from the chaos of war.
What is remarkable, though, is that
Wright's moment of truth would lead to his
spending nearly 50 years behind the pulpit
preaching to congregations from Pennsyl-
vania to Arizona.
Even in retirement, Wright occasionally

" fills in for pastors in churches around the

Valley. But in between, Wright is also
heeding to another, probably more familia:
call — “Play ball!”

“I told everyone when I'm retired, I'm
going to play softball,” Wright said.

After receiving a softball glove as a gift
from a local funeral home director, Wright
hit the field and has made a regula
appearance playing first and second base
for the Sun Cities Softball Club.

Wright has sat at the club’s helm and
was one of the point men in establishing
the softball field near Kuentz Recreation
Center. Wright said he has watched thr
senior league grow from six teams 10 years
ago to 24 teams today.

In addition to knocking a few over the
fence, Wright is also in his sixth year with
the Sun City Community Fund, a local
organization that raises money for individ-
vals and social service agencies, like Sun
Cities Area Transit and Interfaith Services.

He is president of the board for Recorded
Recreational Reading for the Blind, whicl
serves 200 blind people living in the North
west Valley. As part of his presidential
duties, Wright makes presentations to loca
agencies about the importance of the pro
gram which is in its 27th year.

Recorded Recreational Reading for the
Blind is also the means for blind peopls
living around the country who want to finc
out about the world through Modern Matu
rity magazine.

Wright said that after Recorded volun
teers read Modern Maturity from cover t:
cover and produce more than 200 tapes
those tapes are passed on to librarie
around the country, which in turn recor
their own tapes. Those recordings are ther
heard by nearly 11,000 blind peopl
nationwide.

When not volunteering, Wright enjoy
working out in the Sun City Recreatio
Centers, lifting weights and running.

“I do it to stay young,” Wright said.

Wright is also past president of the Su:
Cities Area Transit board and like
traveling.

To nominate a Doer, call Tina Schade a
876-2514.
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learned well

and commendations.
Meanwhile, not neglecting his
education; his doctor of ministry

RETIRING IN STYLE. Rev.

yourself, And this is_.
exhausting.” W

There were changes, as well,
through the years, that brought

fa]
w2
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. degree was conferred by San Douglas Wrighs, First Presbyterian oS 10 bear on religion:s; .
Francisco Theological Seminary y
make work

itv i i “During the 1950s, the Xy
101985, #fter moee: than thise Church of Sun City, will officially o

: churches simply grew, and we
. N years of study and completion of i JM L geen 0o~ Cameinto ﬂ'le%Os and early,"%-

pu re loy S0 i 3 s thesis,t i bRt T ks S "70s, with a thrust in a different
IR . . . ... Al accomplished somehow, . direction,” Dr.*Wright says.

g . while reserving quality time for - “In the latter part of the '70s
By PEG KEITH his wife and three children.: -~ * at that moment. and "80s, there"was the fantastic

' Sun Cities Independent Dr. Wright, senior pastor of After his discharge fromthe  growth of the evangelical and

Bl : the First Presbyterian Church of Army, Dr. Wright went into the  fundamental churches, and the

As a sergeant major, Douglas  Sun City, hasn't had a day off four years of college and three  televangelist programs.” .

P. Wright discovered if you since he hardly remembers when. years of seminary.” Since Christianity has been
don't work things out ahead of ~ But he's retiring. - Looking back at his career, he  with us from the time of Christ,
time, you're lost. The bookcases and desk in his says simply, "1 have enjoyed it. I Rev. Wright is confident that

The early lessons bore fruitin  church office have been cleared,
later life. As the Rev. Douglas but he's working right down to
Wright, Presbyterian minister, he  the line.
managed local church services He can look back over an
and functions, served as eventful ministry. Drawing on
moderator for the Presbytery of  the lessons he leamned with the
Albany, N.Y., as well as Amy in Europe, he developed
undertaking a variety of other organizational and administrative
management tasks for the skills. He plans his sermon
Presbytery. schedule six months in advance.

Such tasks included managing His family knew that work
construction and renovationof  came first, but they did reserve

would never do anything else.”  people will continue to tum 1o it
Admitedly, it was difficult at  over and over again.

times, with administrative {“Many times it has been
pressures from the Presbytery  violated, misrepresented and
added to his work with local corrupted, but it will always be,
churches, bumout, and physical in my mind, the greatest force fc
exhaustion. good in the world.”

In Sun City, he faced one of Without Christianity, he says,
the most difficult aspects of his  the world would have none of th
ministry: the funerals that great art and music that we have
numbered 50 to 60 a year. today. “Plus the fact that it gives

“Any time you deal withthe  us our base for living.”

church facilities, organizing vacation time, to be spent emotional proble!'ns of people, Has his pcr;cham for detail an.
councils of churches, developing  1ogether as a family. you become emotionally involved  planning carried over from work
a hospital chaplains' program, “We have a very close family. to grc l\c’};}g[l!m h&suzzri\:;?c?
arbitrating disputes, heading My wife (Grace) played a aps .Dr. ght is enthu: .
charitable and service club sugponiv(c mlc_‘)'p yed S un C |1'|G n We're going to remain here (in
projects, helping to organize, a Their children are grown and Sun City),” he says. He sces
Hcadstart program, raising involved with their own families time for travel, reading, sports,
money and supervising and careers. » all enqunblc activities that have
expenditures. Dr. Wright's father was in the been given short shrift

All this for a start. banking business for 70 years ’ 0 throughout his working years.

In addition, he participated in  and hoped 1o see his son follow *I like good classical music,
dozens of programs, projects, in his footsteps. . he says. “And I have a great
boards, chairmanships; pioneered  “He never questioned my 5

library. I hope to play one good

a radio show and worked on decision,” says Dr. Wright. I P -1- 'T O f O R H d -I- selection a day.”
advisory committees in five was raised a Presbyterian ... | O r ro I S u r e Sl e n S . Who knows? There may be a
different states. was called to the ministry. [ six-month schedule, from Bach

Along the way, he received a  literally heard the call; a voice

> "Air for the G-String” 1o Straus.
variety of awards, recognitions  spoke to me. I made my decision

"Zarathustra™ alrcady in place.




More Homors for Dr.
Dr. Leona Yeager |

t & Photo, Ruth Bo_rchardt ] .
y ?‘I-rﬂ% there a doctor in the house?” If you were one of

the fortunate students at Northwestern University
during Dr. Leona Yeager's tenure, your call for help
might have been answered by this highly respected
professor of clinical med- pror—
icine and director of (&
student health services.
Now retired,and living In
Sun City, she was honored
recently by Northwestern
‘with its Service Award in
Evanston, Illinois.
Joining the medical
“school first as a laboratory
technician (1930-36) and
laboratory technician-bact-
_eriologist of experimental
medicine (1936-46), she
was the former director of
the College Health Nurse -
Practitioner ~ Program | ... g o awa
(1975—79%. A for}r]nea alumni | S0 .
rent from the Arizona
;iga, she was a past Dr. Leona Yeager
president of the Northwestern Club during the
1970’s. ; ‘ ’
Awards have been heaped on her since the 1960’s.
She helped develop the first standards for the

American College Health Services. In 1960 Dr.

i the
Yeager represented the. medical school on
Pre\gentive Medicine Train on tour, sponsored by
the Communicable Disease Center.

Life was never dull on campus! One episode: A
fraternity sent a military smoke bomb to another
fraternity! - Horrible - fumes erupted, making
members violently ill. Fortunately there were no
permanent effects from the inhalation and in
appreciation for her help in relieving the painful
reactions, Dr. Yeager was honored at a dinner
where she was presented with a bouquet of red roses
and serenaded by the houses’ members.

On another occasion there was an urgent call from
a women’s dormitory to Dr. Yeager’s office
reporting that its ‘'members were experjencing
frightening symptoms...flushed red faces and other
distressing reactions. Dr. Yeager hastened over to

see what was happening and the conclusion was.

reached that the girls were sick from ingesting too
much sodium nicotinate, . a . preservative = in
hamburger. Later on, Some fraternity members
experienced much the same symptoms, proving that
this was a harmful ingredient if not carefully
monitored. As a result, we can thank Dr. Yeager for
persuading the FDA to regulate the amount. of
preservatives in hamburger meat.

With her background of being a diplomat of the
American Board of Internal Medicine (1951-74-81),
an American College Health Association fellow and
President (1964-65) and a fellow of the Chicago
Institute of Medicine, she has continued to be very
active, including being a member of the Arizona
Society of Geriatrics and the second President: of
Interfaith Services. i ' ge 1

In view of the fact there were very few women
doctors years ago, just gaining entrancetoa medieal
school was an achievement. Dr. Yeager’s

accomplishments are doubly impressive. We salute
her record! '
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MEMORIES
FOLLOW

HAPPYTRALS

By TRACY CHARUHAS

Daily News-Sun staff
n the mid-1950s, Bruce Young of
Sun City had a chance to book
Elvis Presley for a show at one of
his theaters in Pine Bluff, Ark.

Young turned down the entertainer

because his agent wanted 60 percent of

the shows profits, a percentage Young
could not afford.

“We never paid that kind of money
for an entertainer,” Young said. “Be-
sides, I had never heard of him. Elvis
ended up playing at a theater across
town for $50. That place didn't even
have air conditioning. I didn’t have
many people in my place that night.”

Once word spread that Elvis was in
town, the highway from Little Rock to
Pine Bluff was packed with cars. The
state police were called out and had to
set up riot ropes to control the crowds.
After that day, Young said the name
Elvis Presley would forever stay in his
memory.

Young didn’t meet Elvis that week-
end, but several years later he met the
King in Hollywood, Calif.,, at the
screening of the movie “GI Blues.”
Young was invited as a guest of Pres-
ley and Paramount Studios. A photo-
grapher captures Young and Elvis to-
gether and when Young returned to
Arkansas, he saw the picture on the
front page of the local newspaper.

Among his many accomplishments in
the entertainment business, Young has
met more than 100 stars from motion
pictures, television and the music
world.

Young was president of the Arkansas
Theater Owners and manager of the
Saenger, Malco and Zebra theaters in
Pine BIuff from the late 1950s to the
late 1960s. Three major motion picture
studios invited him to screenings of all
their latest movies.

The Saenger Theater, which will be
declared a historic landmark on Oct. 8,
was the largest theater in Arkansas
before it closed in 1974 There were
900 seats in the theater, which was five
stories high in the back.

“In those days you could fill the
theater with no problem,” Young said.
“There was no television in the early
1950s, so people came to the movies for
entertainment.”

His career in show business began in
1934 at the age of 10. He ushered, took
tickets and served as doorman at the
Ritz Theater in Pine Bluff.

Young has several photo albums
filled with pictures of him standing
next to stars such as Jimmy Stewart,
Jack Lemmon, Angie Dickinson, Don
Knotts, Alan Alda and many more.
Young even had the honor of playing a
game of pool with Minnesota Fats,

“I met him at the premiere of his
movie ‘The Players’,” Young said. “He
let me get a few shots, but you can
guess who won that game. He bragged
about himself the whole time. He
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~meant to be funny, but after a while, it

really got on my nerves.”

One of the closest friendships Young
made was with Roy Rogers and Dale
Evans. Young was responsible for
starting the first Roy Rogers Fan Club
in the South. The club had more than
2,000 members. One night, Rogers and
Evans came to Pine Bluff to show
Young their appreciation.

“When I heard they were coming, I
got in my car and announced over the
loud speaker that every kid under 12
could come to my theater for free and
see Roy Rogers,” Young said. "'Ijhe
place was packed. There were two kids
to every seat.”

Young knew most of the kids in town
because he saw them at one of his
theaters almost every week. When

Rogers and Evans came out on stage,
the kids sang the pair a popular song.

“They sang ‘If I knew you were com-
ing, I'd have baked a cake’,” Young
said. “Roy and Dale were so delighted.
Roy said he had entertained many
audiences but that this was the first
time an audience had entertained
him.”

Before Young married his wife
Helen, he entered a contest to win a
date with Debbie Reynolds. By the
time his name was drawn as the win-
ner, Young had been married for two
weeks.

“I talked to Debbie’s manager and
explained the situation to him,” Young
said. “They sent me a giant auto-
graphed picture of Debbie, $500 cash
and two plane tickets to Hollvwood. We

had a wonderful time.”

Helen died last December, and
Young has decided to get more in-
volved in local movie elubs and organ-
izations.

“When we first came out here, we
decided to leave all of that show busi-
ness stuff behind us. But now that I'm
alone, I realize how much I miss the
theater business. I've been in theater
for 60 years. I really miss it.”

Young’s two grandchildren are both
aspiring movie stars, and his grandson
Dana will be staring in a movie with
Johnny Depp (“Edward Scis-
sorhands™)this fall.

“I'm proud of those kids,” Young
said. “It seems only natural that they
are in the movie business.”
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Bruce Young of Sun City sits on his living room floor with his movie star memorabilia. Young has met more
than 100 celebrities.
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SUN CITY — Nat Zausner,
his full mustache meeting his
lamb-chop sideburns, looks
like a poet. And he is.

He writes poetry at the
drop of an idea. Especially
when he-is elated or frustrat-

ed.

He carries a pad and pencil
because he never knows when
a poetic nolion may strike.
They do strike often.

“T write three or four
poems a week,” said Zaus-
ner, a golfer and abstract
painter, ‘‘depending on how
much happens to me.

“Mostly I wrile about
things that bug me or olher
people,” he said.

“I can sit down and wrile
four or five stanzas in 10 min-
utes. If it doesn’t come out
spontaneously, it does not
turn out too well.”

Zausner was prompted fo
write a poem the other day
when he had o wait 90 min-
utes in the doctor’s office for
an appointment.

“Although we pay for pri-
vate care,” he wrole in part,
“You'd think it was a clinic.
We've been done this way so
often, I'm becoming a medi-
cal cynic.”

Zausner, retired executive
vicé president of the Zausner
Foods Corp., in New Ilolland,
Pa., said he is more con-
cerned with content than form
in -his poetry, although he
does follow traditional rules,
rhythm and meler.

“My primary concern,” he
said, “is to make my point,
ofl.gn with a touch of humor,
notpreachy, nor heavy.”

Zausner, whose poems are
frequently published in the
Sun City ' newspaper, is read-
ily recognized by his long
hair that nearly reaches his
shirt collar.

“I hated to go to the bar-
ber,” explained Zausner, “al-
most from the beginning of
the: time I had to go. Being in
business, I had to have my
hair cut, but I always resent-
ed it.”

Zausncr said” his dislike
deepened in New York City
when his barber proved “gar-
rulous and bigoted toward mi-
norities.”

“x stopped cutting my hair
at that point,” he said. ““I dis-
covered it was quite easy for
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Nat Zausner, lively Sun City poet, looks the part

me to use my razor not only
on my beard but my scalp. In
1967, I decided ‘to let my hair
grow and just shave my
chin.”

He said he gets frequent
comments from young people
on his krir and has encoun-
tered a few adults who are
“‘bigoted about long hair."

Zausner’s been writing poe-
try since he as 12.

“I wrote flowery verse
about things connected with
nature,” he said. “As I got

older .and came in contact’

with the hardships people
face, my poetry began to re-
flect the conditions and social
problems.

‘;And," said Zausner, “I
write poetry like I do a 10-
word telegram, eliminating

Republic pholo by Thelma Heatwole

all unnecessary verbage.”

When California had an
earthquake, Zausner took'to
his pen for a poem, ‘‘Califor-
nia Has Everything.” And,
glancing out of the window of
his home at 10444 Saratoga
Circle, he spied a frost-bitten
lemon tree and was inspired
to write, “A Tree's Lament."”
Television cigarette commer-
cials brought on “Smoke Sig-
nals,” and the return of the
swallows, “‘Capistrano.”

In his “Parent’s Prayer,”
which has received considera-
ble recognition, he ends the
petition for his children, “We
pray the friends you will
meet will have standards just
like ours, For the influence of
your peers Will determine
your future careers Far be-

yond our parental powers.” A’
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Many Sun Citians who devote
time to" volunteering choose one
particular group and dedicate the
majority of their time to that or-
ganization. Not Elfriede Zawicki,

who is a regular and dedicated

volunteer with several community
organizations. When she first came
to Sun City in 1985, she “couldn’t
stand to be retired,” and started

- working _ at_ Faith Presbyterian

Church as‘a- ‘social and outreach
worker. She spent 15 years at Faith,
where she started a group called
the Light -Beams for individuals

- - with’ macular  degeneration. That

"I

‘was just the begmnmg of her vol-
unteer “career” in Sun City. :

! Sun City Meals on Wheels is an- #

other of the many orgamzatlons

mth ‘which Elfriede is deeply in-

volved She has served on the board

- for five years and also works as the

"orgamzatlons case manager. Her

background in social work makes

 her perfectly qualified to fulfill this
| role, where she counsels meal re-

cipients who need financial ‘assis-
tance, refers them to other agencies
for help and provides general ad-
vice. She has recently been work-
ing with six individuals who were
displaced by Hurricane Katrina
and are currently living in senior
housing in Youngtown.

Elfriede joined another service
organization, Altrusa Internation-
al, three years ago and has just
accepted a position on its board.
The group supports literacy and
volunteers at 18cal schools, reading

- to Head Start children and throw-

ing them a holiday party, distrib-
uting dictionaries to grade school
graduates and helping support
the cause of literacy in general.
The group also provides scholar-
ships for nursing students at Sun

_Health’s nursing school. Elfriede -

says her education  background
and love of children led her to work
with Altrusa, but also notes that

the group’s hteracy work ‘needs to "
. bedone.”

One of Elfriede’s favorite orga-

nizations ‘combines service with a_
hobby that she loves. She is very !
active in the Questers, a worldwide

organization' for antique lovers.
The group has an annual conven-
tion and an antique show, but each
local chapter also sponsors renova-

tion and service projects in its area.
Elfriede’s chapter has worked to
renovate a Phoenix puppet theatre
and an early 1800s barn in Tem-

pe, and has also donated funds to

preserve other historic homes and
buildings.

And, as if all this isn't enough
Elfriede also volunteers in the Mu-
seum Store at the West Valley Art
Museum on Saturdays, is a mem-
ber of the Delta Kappa Gamma ed-

‘ucational sorority and a Hummel

Club, and still finds time to join a
group of her neighbors - for - three-
mile walks on the outdoor track at
Marinette! “You can’t stay home,”
she says. “I find it all rewarding.”
To contact Sun' City -Meals on
Wheels, call (623) 974-5489. If you
are interested in volunteering with

_Altrusa, call (623) 972-6155. If you
‘would like information about the

Questers, call (480) 657-9786.




