- SUN CITY PRIDES, INC.

HISTORY
from
1980 - 1996

The Sun City Prides, Inc., or, as they are familiarly
known, THE PRIDES (an acronym for PROUD RESIDENTS IN-
DEPENDENTLY DONATING ESSENTIAL SERVICES) was born in
the Spring of 1980 as a service organization whose sole
purpose would be to KEEP SUN CITY BEAUTIFUL by doing
chores above the normal services of Maricopa County in
order to preserve the high standard set for Sun City.

It began with a Letter to the Editor written by Joe
McIntyre, a Sun City resident, calling attention to the
littering along 99th Avenue. He stated that he would
be out there on Saturday mornings to do what he could
to clean up the area and hoped other Sun Citians might
join him - - - and gradually they did.

The first recorded committee meeting was held on May 31,
1980, following a Coffee Hour hosted by the First Federal
Savings and Loan Association,Youngtown, attended by 200
PRIDES. 1In attendance were residents Joe McIntyre, L. D.
Hutson, Ralph Ossa, Tom Cowley,Ann Foster, Beverly Monson
and Betty Hallen, as well as Dennis Clark, Maricopa
County Highway Department Supervisor for Sun City. Joe
McIntyre was unanimously appointed Chairman and Betty
Hallen, Secretary.

The second meeting held June 7, 1980, was attended by

the committee members, 122 PRIDES and representatives

from Maricopa County and the Del Webb Corporation. At
this meeting, L. D. Hudson was appointed Vice Chairman
and Ann Foster, Treasurer.

Orange Vests were provided by the County. A logo was
designed by Hank Wohlwend, who handpainted it on each
jacket.

Originally, the city was divided into 33 work sections,
each with a Monitor, who reported to the Monitor Co-
ordinator. Later, this was changed. A Monitor Co-ord-
inator was appointed for each of three areas in Sun City:
Phase I south of Grand Avenue; Phase II between Grand
Avenue and Bell Road; Phase III everything north of Bell
Rd. In general, the members work within their own neighbor-
hoods. 1In addition, other work groups were gradually
established for specialized work; Tree Trimming and Paint-
ing, Irrigation, Weed Spraying, Fertilization and a special
Squad to cover the city wherever needed, especially, pick-
ing up oranges.
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The residents, clubs and organizations began to see

the value of the work of the PRIDES and responded gen-
erously with financial aid, making it possible for the
PRIDES to live up to the name, PROUD RESIDENTS INDEPEND-
ENTLY DONATING ESSENTIAL SERVICES.

This is one of the few service organizations which does
not have a fund drive and as long as our citizens continue
their support, the PRIDES will be able to retain this title.
It has been the policy of the PRIDES that their name should
never be used in association with any commercial advertis-
ing or for any promotional purpose.

In early 1982, the PRIDES became a non-profit corporation.
The Articles of Incorporation and the By-laws were unan-
imously accepted at the Annual Membership Meeting on
March 6, 1982, and soon thereafter tax exemption status
was received. Full credit was given to Al Brown for his
untiring effort in bringing this to fruition.

The By-laws called for a 9-member Board to be elected as
follows: £ members for a 2-year term and 4 members for a
l-year term. The Board elects its President, Vice President,
Secretary and Treasurer.

At the Board meeting 11/20/82, a motion was made, seconded
and approved to reqguire that all letters or publications
emanating from the PRIDES must be submitted to the Board
of Directors for authorization.

By 1982 there were 319 active PRIDES.

By 1984 sufficient funds had been received thru donations
and bequests that consideration was given to obtaining a
headquarters for the acquired wvehicles, equipment, tools,
etc.

In late 1984 the Sun City Water Company approved plans
for a PRIDES building to be situated on their land at the
east end of Greenway Road to house their vehicles and
eguipment. Under a leasing agreement, use of the Water
Company land by the PRIDES is perpetual, no matter who
owns it in the future, at the cost of $1.00 per year.

Del Webb Development Corporation (DEVCO) constructed an
80' x 48' building, which was completed the end of May,
1985, at a cost of $29,645.00, paid from the PRIDES'
treasury.

Ribbon cutting and Open Hcuse were held on June 8, 1985.
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At the 8th Annual Meeting of March 5, 1988, motion was
made, seconded and approved to name the headquarters
building the "Vern and Carol Howland Building" in recog-
nition of the Howlands'many hours spent taking care of

the building, keeping the eguipment in tip-top condition,
being responsible for the inventory, constructing PRIDES'
displays and setting them up at the Recreation Centers'
Fun Fairs, and all of this done in addition to weed spray-
ing and other general work.

The PRIDES have purchased and maintained flags at the
intersection of Grand and 107th Avenues. A sensor light
was installed.

In February 1987, approval was given by the Board of
Directors to publish a Safety Bulletin twice a year. This
has developed into a Newsletter titled "THE COMMUNICATOR."

PRIDES'Park at 105th and Peoria Avenues was completed
by the PRIDES in 1987. Later a Gazebo and Water Fountain
were added.

A song to honor the PRIDES was composed by Sun Citian
Dutch Schultz.

Over the years the Sun City Prides, Inc. have received
many awards for their contribution to the community.
Among them the County Achievement Award for 1981, given
by the National Association of Counties, in recognition
of distinquished and continuing contributions to the
cause of strong, efficient, modern county government in
America, and the Governor's Pride in Arizona Award,
Arizona Clean and Beautiful, 1990.

In the Spring of 1996, Citizens Utilities Co. donated a
truck with hydraulic 1ift, making it possible for the
Tree Trimmers to reach the tree tops in a safe manner.

The Irrigation System in Sun City is maintained almost
exclusively by the PRIDES and, for the past ten years,
under the direction of Merlin Stevens. The County is

called in only in emergency situations.

In February of 1996 the PRIDES were invited to join the
Sun City/Sun City West Presidents' Council, which is an
informal organization comprised of the Presidents of the
major volunteer organizations in the two communities.

What has come to be known as "The Great Storm of '96"
hit the Northwest Valley about 6 PM on August 14th.

It uprooted trees, tore shingles fpom .roofs, did other
structural damage and scattered much debris. The PRIDES

did a great job in helping with the clean-up of the

streets of Sun City in the aftermath of the storm.
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Currently, there are 318 PRIDES continuing the task of
"keeping Sun City beautiful", beginning their work where
the County leaves off in order to preserve the high stand-
ard of cleanliness which has been set for Sun City.

- There have been nine (9) strong leaders who have brought
this organization to where it is today. They are listed
below with their terms of office:

Joseph McIntyre Chairman 5/31/80 - 1/ 1/81

President 3/ 3/84 - 3/ 5/88
Lawrence Allen Chairman 1/ 3/81 - 6/ 5/82

President 6/ 5/82 - 3/ 3/84
Edward Koudelka President 3/ 3/88 -10/ 1/88
Joseph Keenan President 10/ 1/88 - 3/ 3/90
Stanley Jones President 3/ 3/90 - 3/ 7/92
Waldo Smith President 3/ 7/92 - 3/12/94
Marr Simons President 3/12/94 - 3/ 1/95
Howard Matthias President 3/ 1/95 - 3/ 1/96
Edward Pierce President 3/ 2/96 -

History to 11/2/96
Prepared by Betty Hallen

App .roved by the Board of Directors
444/4294**35’“ /?<éa/é5$7'
d ‘Dafe

resident
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PRIDES have
rich community
history

Group helps keep
Sun City clean

By Art Huseonica
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Proud Residents Inde-
pendently Donating Essential
Services, or PRIDES as the
group is commonly known,
has a long and valued histo-
ry in Sun City.

The PRIDES was estab-
lished in 1980 as a service
organization whose sole pur-
pose was to keep Sun City
beautiful. It began as the re-
sult of a letter to the editor
written by Joe Melntyre, a
Sun City resident, complain-
ing about the litter along 99th
Avenue. He noted he was out
there every Saturday morn-
ing trying to clean up the lit-
ter; but needed the help of oth-
er Sun City residents.

Within two months, sever-
al meetings were conducted
with appointed officials for

the PRIDES along with rep-
resentatives from Maricopa
County and the Del Webb
Corp. Mr: MeIntyre was unan-
imously appointed PRIDES
chairman.

The PRIDES motto is
“Keeping Sun City Beautiful.”

Early tasks focused on litter
clean-up and picking up or-
anges from thousands of or-
namental orange trees. This
was supported by the more
than 200 volunteers that
stepped forward to make the
PRIDES a viable and valued
organization.

In1982, Al Brown worked to
have the PRIDES successfully
become a nonprofit corpora-
tion with tax-exempt status.

With donations rolling in
and membership peaking at
300in1984, the Sun City Wa-
ter Company approved plans
for a PRIDES’ building to be
built using PRIDES funds on
water company land at the
intersection of Greenway

ORGANIZATION

Sun City residéntsj‘dined the PRIDES earlyin the comunity's history to

help keep trash and debris cleaned from streets and other common areas.

[Submitted photo]

Road and 91st Avenue. The
PRIDES pay a $1 per year
lease. The building is called
the Vern and Carol How-
land Building in honor of the
Howlands’ generous ener-
gies working with the orga-
nization.

The PRIDES Park was es-
tablished at Peoria and 105th
avenues in 1987 Former gov-
ernor Rose Mofford award-
ed the PRIDES in 1990 the
Governor’s Pride in Arizona
Award.

Following the “Great Storm
0f96,” the PRIDES were mo-
bilized to clean up the Sun

City streets of vegetation and
other debris in the aftermath
of the storm.

Since then, the PRIDES
continue to have a strong re-
lationship with the Marico-
pa County Department of
Transportation and elected
officials, including Clint Hick-
man, Maricopa County Board
of Supervisors representative
for District 4. Work progress-
es on replacing orange trees
with drought-tolerant bushes
and trees as part of the Proj-
ect Desert Canopy under
the guidance of the PRIDES
Beautification Committee.

A=

Richard Anderson, left, and Steve Fribly trim some shrubs in the median of one

of Sun City's roadways. [Submitted photo)

“I'was humbled to be elect-
ed to such an organization
where its members are so
passionate about their neigh-
borhood,” said Ken Smith,
PRIDES president. “We are
unique in what we do.”

Mr. Smith also noted over
the decades there have been
thousands of PRIDES mem-
bers, including many who
stepped forward to assume
leadership positions on the
PRIDES Board of Directors
and participate on various
PRIDES committees. Con-
tinuing a family tradition,
Mr. McIntyre's great-grand-

daughter, Kenzie Willneff
joined the PRIDES.

The PRIDES do not con
duct a fund drive, instead de
pending on donations fron
residents, clubs and business
es to support their mission ¢
“Keeping Sun City Beautiful

The next PRIDES event, i
addition to work performe
each Saturday morning, is th
Arbor Day ceremony schec
uled for 10 a.m. Thursda
April 27 at West Peoria Avi
nue and North 109th Avenu

Visit suncityprides.com.
Editor’s Note: Mr. Huseonica is

Sun City resident and he is acti
in the PRIDES.
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VOLUNTEER

: '
PRIDES retirement
Sun City PRIDES volunteer Tom Sullivan, left, was recognized for his service at the monthly PRIDES’ meeting. Mr. Sullivan

is “retiring” from the PRIDES after 17 years of active volunteerism helping to keep Sun City beautiful. He was presented
a certificate by PRIDES' president Ken Smith. Visit www.suncityprides.com. [Art Huseonica/Submitted photo]




SC YRYODECQ

v

S TR gERT Y

6 December 13,2017 | Sun City Independent |

e

Sun City PRIDES phase coordinators, from left, Pat Richardson, Rosemary Lynch, Jeannie Dircks and Barbara Richards
keep PRIDES volunteers busy working to keep the community clean. [Art Huseonica/submitted photo]

CLEAN

-

Coordinating Sun City’s cleanup

'PRIDES leaders

~ keep the work

flowing
By Art Huseonica

SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

With such a large area
and so many miles of ave-
nues to keep looking beau-
tiful, Sun City PRIDES
work assignments are co-
ordinated by several very

busy phase coordinators.

Each week, coordinators
such as Jeannie Direks, re-
sponsible for Phase 2, goes
out to survey to see if any
specific area needs spe-
cial attention for weeding,
picking up debris or trim-
ming. Mrs. Dircks then co-
ordinates with the other
phase coordinators, com-
paring notes and deter-
mining which area needs

the most attention by the
Saturday Squad.

“It’s wonderful to work
with the other phase co-
ordinators,” said Mrs.
Dircks. “It makes my job
so easy when everyone in-
volved with the PRIDES is
so passionate about keep-
ing Sun City beautiful.”

Coordinating Phase 1
projects are co-coordi-

» See Clean on page 5

Clean

» From page 3

nators Rosemary Lynch
and Pat Richardson. Mrs.
Lynch has lived in Sun City
for 30 years and is one of
the original PRIDES. Be-
ing a coordinator for more
than 12 years, she was in-
strumental in helping to
coordinate the planting of
drought-tolerant vegeta-
tion along Olive Avenue.
Ms. Richardson has lived

in Sun City for 16 years
and has been a co-coordi-
nator in Phase 1 for more
than five years..Her focus
has been on helping to get
trees planted along 107th
Avenue.

Phase 3 projects are
coordinated by Barba-
ra Richards. With the
PRIDES for 13 years, Mrs.
Richards has been work-
ing to keep invasive weeds
at a minimum along Del
‘Webb Boulevard.

For any projects that are
toolarge or out of the juris-
diction of the PRIDES the
Maricopa County Depart-
ment of Transportation
crews step in to help. For
example, all the spraying
for weeds is now being
done by licensed and certi-
fied county employees us-
ing specialized equipment.

Visit WWWw.sunci-
typrides.com.

Editor's Note: Mr. Huseonica,
a Sun City resident, handles
publicity for the PRIDES.
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Makmg shade in Sun City

ﬁmds infuse
PRIDES
project

By Rusty Bradshaw
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

With fall and cooler weath-
er approaching, the Sun City
PRIDES are planning for
their next phase in the des-
ert canopy project.

The PRIDES started the
desert canopy project two
years ago as part of its ef-
forts to enhance the beauty
of the community, accord-
ing to Lloyd Maple, PRIDES
member. The intent is to
plant shade trees in the wide
medians in the community
to offer walkers shade when
traversing those areas.

The group completed
its plantings on 107th Ave-
nue earlier this year and is
ready to address the east-
west streets Alabama and
Peoria avenues.

“We have planted more
than 400 trees,” Mr. Maple
explained. “We have gone as
far as we can on 107th and
will be planting east and

west now.”

The project got an infusion
from a Rotary grant, coordi-
nated by Sun City’s two clubs
— Sun City and Del Sol. The
two clubs’ officers secured
a $3,000 grant from Rota-
ry District 5495 for the tree
project.

“I heard our internation-
al president say he wanted
to plant trees in memory of
deceased club members, so
Ifigured what a great way to
do that and network with an-
other Sun City group,” said
Jim Green, Sun City Rotary
Club member.

Ian Riseley, RI president,
challenged all 1.2 million Ro-
tarians to plant a tree before
Earth Day, Sunday, April 22,
2018.

The PRIDES will pur-
chase “Red Push” Pistache
trees with the Rotary funds
for the Alabama and Peoria
avenue plantings. The trees
can grow as high as 40 feet
and as wide as 30 feet, pro-
viding a large amount of
shade underneath. Both Sun
City Rotary clubs will install
plaques at each tree plant-
ed in memory of deceased
club members, according to

Steve Bjornstad, Sun City
'» See PRIDES on page 3

Sun City PRIDES and Rotary members got a preview of the trees that will be planted using a Rotary grant. In attendance
were, from left, Jim Green and Steve Bjornstad, Sun City Rotary Club; Lioyd Maples and Mike Will, Sun City PRIDES;
Don Pipho, Sun City Del Sol Rotary Club; and Dean Pokrandt, Sun City Rotary Club. [Independent Newsmedia/Rusty

Bradshaw]
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PRIDES

» From page 1

Rotary Club president.

- PRIDES'’ leaders have yet
to décide which roadway
they will target first, accord-
ing to Mike Will, PRIDES
member.

The PRIDES partner with
Maricopa County Depart-
ment of Transportation for
the tree plantings. Key to
the liaison is the support
provided by Oscar Pena, a
crew leader for MCDOT. His
expertise ensures a smooth
operation every time the
county provides support to
a PRIDES project, such as
weed spraying, repairing
potholes and planting desert
vegetation along Sun City’s
boulevards and avenues, said
Ken Smith, PRIDES presi-
dent.

Rotary’s involvement will

RELATED LINKS:
www.suncityprides.com
www.rotaryclubsuncity.com
CONTACT:

Rotary Club Sun City Del Sol: email

- santadonl11@yahoo.com

go beyond financial, accord-
ing to Dean Pokrandt, Sun
City club member and tree
planting project coordinator:

“We will have some peo-
ple out here to help not only
with the planting but the on-
going maintenance,” he said.

THE PRIDES, through
their partnership with MC-
DOT officials, have permis-
sion to work in the medians
to maintain the trees as they
Zrow.

“T'he thrust of Rotary proj-
ects is sustainability,” said
Mr. Green. “So we will want
to have our able members
out here to help nurture
these trees.”

In addition to providing

shade, trees remove car-
bon dioxide and other green-
house gases from the air,
which slows global warm-
ing according to Mr. Riesley.

Newly formed Rotary Dis-
triet 5495 Gov. Nancy Van
Pelt included a tree plant-
ing challenge in the 2017-18
club achievement award. Mr:
Riesley’s challenge allowed
clubs to interpret it in differ-
ent ways. The Sun City clubs
chose to take adirect and ac-
tive approach, according to
Mr. Pokrandt.

The Sun City PRIDES and
both Rotary clubs welcome
new members.

Visit www.suncityprides.
com or email santadonlll@
yahoo.com for membership
information for each group.

Rusty Bradshaw can be
reached at 623-445-2725 or
rbradshaw@newszap.com.
Continue the discussion at www.
yourwestvalley.com.
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Heat does not keep good

Tree planting

continues on

shade canopy
project

By Art Huseonica
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
Despite triple-digit tem-
peratures, the Sun City
PRIDES continue working to
help keep Sun City beautiful.
The PRIDES were seen

the last two weeks planting

drought-tolerant trees along

- 107th Avenue in Sun City’s

phase one. Teaming up with
the Maricopa County Depart-
ment of Transportation, the
PRIDES volunteers planted
180 trees.

“The Maricopa County

- DOT crew has been won-

derful in getting the trees to
us early in the morning,” said
Lloyd Maple, PRIDES Beau-
tification Committee mem-
ber. “This enabled us to get
an early start on planting”
Taking advantage of an
opportunity to instill the im-
portance and fun of commu-
nity service at an early age,
PRIDES member Bob Elston
brought his granddaughter
Emma Frankel with him to
help to plant trees. Marico-
pa County DOT crews had

PRIDES down

2/

Sun City PRIDES member Bob Elston, left, and his granddaughter Emma Frankel

helped with the 107th tree planting project. [Submitted photo/Art Huseonical

already augered the holes.
Trees were purchased from

Linden Tree Nursery of Sun

City, that included red push
Pistache and Chinese elm.
These varieties, requiring
less water, were selected to
replace the high-maintenance
ornamental orange trees that
were planted during Sun
City’s development. The new

trees are located in the me-
dian of 107th Avenue, south
of Alabama Avenue.

To learn more about the
Sun City PRIDES and how
you can become a member,
visit = www.suncityprides.
com.

Editor’s Note: Sun City resident
Art Huseonica handles publicity
for the Sun City PRIDES.

10 June 21,2017 | Sun City Independent

HELPING OUT

Sun City PRIDES members, from left, Richie Miller, Lioyd Maple and Grace Kinsey with one of the trees they planted
107th Avenue. [Submitted photo/Art Huseonical !
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LIBRARY EVENTS

Orange for oranges

Comes a Saturday and members of Sun City PRIDES fill bags of sour oranges along Thunderbird Road. Pictured, in no
particular order, Jim Potter, Nancy Thompsom, Olga Jackson, Robert Pulkinghorn, James Jerard and Irene Gagnon.
[Submitted photo/francine Jennings]
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Trees in the ground - i _
Mike Will,left, Sun City PRIDES Beautification Committee chairman, and Molly Soblewski, PRIDES president, put the finishing touches on planting a tree in the
median on Alabama Avenue Jan. 17. The trees, part of the PRIDES desert canopy project were funded by the Rotary Cluband Sun City and the Del Sol Rotary Club.
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Sun City PRIDES under new leadershij

President,
board, executive

board elected
By Art Huseonica

SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT
NEWSMEDIA

January means a new year
for the Sun City PRIDES in
more ways than one.

The group’s member-
ship elected a new presi-
dent, board and executive
board Jan. 6 during their
annual meeting. New board
members were elected for
four positions whose two-
year terms had expired,
and one position due to an
early resignation. The 2018
board of directors is Nancy
Kachinski, Ken Smith, Mol-
ly Soblewski, Ritchie Miller,
Rosie Swain, Mike Will, Pat
Richardson, Jerry Kavana-
gh and Linda Owen. Board

PRIDES 2018 board of directors are, from left, Nancy Kachinski, Ken Smith, Molly Soblewsk, Ritchie Miller, Mike Will, Pat Richardson and Jerry Kavanagh. No

pictured is Linda Owen. [Submitted photo]

members are elected by the

PRIDES’ membership pres-

ent at the annual meeting.
At the board of directors

meeting after the general
meeting, elected to serve
on the executive commit-
tee were President Molly

Soblewski, Vice President
Pat Richardson, Treasur-
er Ritchie Miller and Sec-
retary Rosie Swain. '

“It has been the mo
warding volunteer
ect I have been inw

» See Prides on’




PRIDES 2018 executive board consists of, from left, Rosie Swain, Molly Soblewski, thqﬂeﬁmfﬁrand Pat Richardson,

Prides

with,” said Mr. Smith, for-
mer PRIDES president. “I
am still on the board of di-
rectors and in a position to
help ensure a smooth tran-
sition.”

In addition to the array
of accomplishments un-
der Mr. Smith’s leadership,
the PRIDES have anoth-
er five-year letter of agree-
ment with the Maricopa
Department of Transpor-

tation, numerous sidewalks
were installed throughout
Sun City and hundreds of
drought-tolerant plants and
trees were planted along
area boulevards.

Mrs. Soblewski, the
group’s new president, has
been with the PRIDES for
sixyearsand this is her third

year on the board of direc- 10

tors.

“] was humbled to be
elected president of such a
fine organization such as the
PRIDES, she said. “I prom-

ise to work hard in helping
to keep Sun City beautiful”
In addition to regular
projects the PRIDES arel
working on,, their next
major event is the annu-
al awards luncheon sched-
uled for Thursdaxlihb 1‘5

handles publicity for the Sun
City PRIDES. e
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SCW PRIDES —

needs more

volunteers

The Sun City West
PRIDES seeks volun-
teers to assist in their
community mission.

Help is needed with
physical work per-
formed, but also to a va-
riety of other roles, such
as record keeping, com-
munications, computer
input, purchasing and
maintaining equipment

and supplies, and serv-
ing coffee, rolls, and do-
nuts at monthly meet-
ings.

There is an urgent
need for people with
plumbing or irrigation

rience.
Call 623-584-2878

or email prides@scw-
prides.com.
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By Mike Will

Like others, | often wondered why Grand
Avenue in Sun City did not have any land-
scaping in the medians when our neighbor-
ing communities had landscaping plants in
their medians.

To help get an answer to my concern,
Ken Smith, Sun City PRIDES president,
contacted Arizona Department of Transpor-
tation and found an individual who agreed
to meet and inspect the roadway with us.
Mark Schallio, who is the ADOT Roadside
Maintenance manager, assisted with this in-
spection. During our review of the medians,
we also noted that there was no rock along
the south side of Grand Avenue by the Quail
Run Gold Course, 9774 W. Alabama Ave,

Mr. Schallio noted the lack of any rock,
let alone decorative rock, in this specific
area was due to engineers working on mul-
tiple Grand Avenue projects that converged

at this point in the road and not working to--

gether to have the area symmetrical in ap-
pearance. Mr. Schallio agreed that it was an
oversight and he would add decorative rock
to those areas that had been missed. That
was all he could commit to at that time.
After the lack of decorative rock was re-
solved, we got back to our discussion about

se Spothighd  Auqust 20 16

the Grand Avenue medians in Sun City. Mr.
Smith and | asked if ADOT would help us

| SERVICE .
Grand Avenue medians

August 2016

with planting in the medians if the Sun City % . e

PRIDES would pay for the plants. He was

very receptive to that idea! We pursued this_

with multiple meetings with ADOT.

ADOT had an Arizona. State University
intern on staff who developed a roadside
plan and gave us the list of selected plants
that would meet ADOT's approval. One of
our PRIDES members is a master gardener
who helped us select 20 different drought
tolerant plants to be used.

The decorative rock has been added to |
the roadside along Grand Avenue by Quail |5

Run Golf Course. ADOT will be ready for
planting the plants that we selected this
coming fall, in September or October. The
Sun City PRIDES are now busy with the
details of ordering plants and, of course, de-

termining the cost of this project.

The Sun City PRIDES continuously work
for the maintenance and beautification of
the community and thank all of their Sun

City friends who support the group to make §

these improvements possible.

Editor’'s Note: Mr. Will is Sun City
PRIDES secretary.

. Independent NewseiajRu’sty Bsh
The Sun City PRIDES will expand their vegetation pianting efforts to the medians on Grand Avem
much like their work on 107th Avenue, but with desert and median friendly plants.
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Submitted photos

Memorial planting

The Sun City PRIDES were out in force April 28
to plant trees, with the help of Maricopa County
Department of Transporiation crews, in memory
of members who died during the past year. Trees
were planted in the median on Peoria Avenue
west of 109th Avenue at Clair Drive. Members
honored with trees were Barbara Gordon, Anna
Wedding, Ann Foster and Jack Balbinot.

May 11, 2016
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L]
Grand planting
Because Sun City was not involved in landscape planning when Grand Avenue was improved, Arizona Department of
Transportation officials are working with the Sun City PRIDES to improve the appearance of the roadway. After ADOT

crews added added matching landscape rock to the areas that lacked the coverage, ADOT officials planned designed
the planting layout and selected the various draught tolerant plants to be used. ADOT crews did the planting.
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Sun City local cleans up the PRIDES building
Tony Dircks of the Sun City PRIDES working outside near the PRIDES building, 10849 N 91st Ave. He removes loads of
weeds to get ready for political signs to be installed. [submitted photo]
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Taking PRIDE in their environment

PRIDES continue projects
to beautify Sun City

The Sun City PRIDES and Marico-
pa County Department of Transportation
teamed up to tidy up Olive Avenue at the
southern end of Sun City.

PRIDES and county transportation
crews worked more than four hours this
morning, Jan. 4, to plant small shrubs and

Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw
Small shrubs and trees dot the right-of-way
along Olive Avenue on Sun City’s southern bor-
der, part of a PRIDES project to beautify the area.

trees along the northern side of the avenue.
The shrubs, and dessert wild flowers to be
planted later, will add some scenery to the
common walls along the stretch of Olive Av-
enue from 107th to 111th avenues, accord-
ing to Ken Smith, PRIDES president.

“It will really make this area look so much
better, especially in a couple of years when

the trees and shrubs grow more,” he said. .

The PRIDES will also do the same be-
tween 107th and 103rd avenues, but not
until later in the year, or possibly next year,
according to Mr. Smith.

In addition to the plants, PRIDES plan
to install a crushed granite ‘walkway along
Olive Avenue in the area between the com-
mon walls and the street curb. The walkway
will meander among the plants now being
put into the ground. The walkway is also a

o future project for the PRIDES, the group of

resident volunteers that work to keep the
community clean.

The Olive project is one of many the
PRIDES have conducted and are planning
for community beautification.

‘I have been out here since 1988 work-
ing on this Olive beautification,” said Rose-
mary Lynch, a longtime PRIDES member.
“I'm glad to see it is finally getting done.”

Other beautification projects by the
PRIDES include removing citrus trees along
Del Webb Boulevard north of Bell Road and
planting desert-friendly shrubs there, plant-
ing and other landscaping in medians on

A u\O\‘nI

lgtéjﬁﬁp{ﬁ 2016

Bell Road and annual Arbor Day tree plant-
ings at various location in the community.
The PRIDES are always in need of new
member volunteers.

In addition to members picking up trash

Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw
PRIDES volunteers and Maricopa County Department of Transportation workerf teamed up to plant
dessert friendly items along Olive Avenue. The group will also install a gravel “sidewalk” along the
stretch from 111th Avenue to 103rd Avenue. That phase of the project is scheduled for spring.

in their assigned neighborhoods, volunteer
patrols also take care of trash along road-
ways. These tasks include the busy streets
such as Bell Road, 99th Avenue and Del
Webb Boulevard.
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Sun City PRIDES member Susan Hemphill carries a drought-resistant plant that is part of the project to replace aging,

SECTION B
SUNDAY, 2.23.20
THE ARIZONA REF
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water-hogging ornamental orange trees along Del Webb Boulevard. pHOTOS BY CHARLIE LEIGHT/THE REPUBLIC

SO LONG, CITRUS

Xeriscape plants replacing iconic orange trees along Sun City streei

By Lesley Wright

The Republic | azcentral.com

Sun City founder Del E.
Webb exploited two of the Five
C’sthat gave Arizona charm and
prosperity.

He relied on climate to draw
cold-weather retirees and
wowed them with streets lined
with citrus.

Now, Sun City residents may
have to add an “X” to their lex-
icon — for xeriscape landscap-
ing.

A local non-profit is working
with the Maricopa County De-
partment of Transportation to
rip out dozens of the iconic orna-
mental orange trees that have
lined medians on Del Wehh Rou-

is a sign that both the trees and
public attitudes about water use
have changed since the trail-
blazing retirement community
opened more than a half-
century ago.

In place of the citrus, flower-
ing, drought-resistant plants
such as lantana, ocotillo, cactus
and Valentine emu bush are
being planted.

Volunteers from Proud Resi-
dents Independently Donating
Essential Services, known as
Sun City PRIDES Inc., have re-
moved 27 trees from one block
along Del Webb Boulevard,
starting just north of Bell Road.
Once they complete several
projects in other parts of Sun

Water
conservation
is the main
reason for
removina the

MORE ONLINE

Go to surprise.azcentral.com t
see Sun City before the changes
and hear what residents have to

NEWS.AZCENTRA



RIDES earns presidential recognition
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Gazette Northwest Bureau

. SUN CITY — The PRIDES has
“been recognized as one of the top
‘volunteer groups in the country by
%uldent Reagan, who personally
presented PRIDES leaders with an
award.

In a ceremony at the White
House April 22, Reagan gave the
PRIDES the 1985 President’s Vol-
unteer Action Award. The group
“Was one of 18 honored.

“It is national recognition for a
ggoup of retired volunteers,”
PRIDES founder Joe MeIntyre
.said. “They have accomplished two
‘things: keeping a community of
‘35000 clean and beautiful and
“lessening the cost of government.” -

““iProud Residents Independently
Donating Essential Services was
“fouinded five years ago when the Del
“E.'Webb Development Co. com-
.pleted Sun City. DevCo. main-
5 tggined a crew of 40 workers whose -
_full-time jobs were to keep the
' retirement community spotless.

[ =

1 When DevCo. shifted its empha-
“gis'to the newer community of Sun I
.City West, maintenance of the Mclntyre and treasurer Ann Foat.er
:street medians and common land-  to the White House. McIntyre said
‘seaping areas fell upon’ Maricopa the award winners toured the Rose
+County. The county did not employ . ‘and Blue rooms before attending
“40 people to keep Sun City clean.  the awards banquet.

+'The community responded by Reagan and Vice President
’fbrmmg PRIDES, whose more than . George Bush attended the cere-
300 members pick up trash, trim mony, but Nancy Reagan did not..
{bushes and sweep sidewalks in each McIntyre said the president spoke
tof Sun City’s 33 sections. An on the value of volunteerism.
celaborate scheduling system keeps {
‘Bt least one PRIDES member— tth.ie Sun C.'ty program has dl.'a.wn 8

e interest in other communities.

woakingsvery dey. Sun City West has a PRIDES ||
. ™The group that organized the. organization, and communities in

award, the National Volunteer Cen-  southern Arizona and Missouri
ter, paid the travel expenses of ‘have asked for information about it.




b " The White House

Sun Citian Joe Mcintyre (right) accepts a. , as P adent Reagan IMs on. The Sun
recognition award for PRIDES from George City ‘group Was
Romney, chairman of the Naf‘onul Volunteer ~ honoted.
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Memorlallze

fallen members
By Art Huesonica

PECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Sun City PRIDES me-
norialized previous volun-
eers during the group's Ar-
»or Day celebration April 27.

A tree was planted in mem-
ry and special recognition
0 dedicated PRIDES vol-
mteers who died during the
»astyear — Don Avery, Rich-
wrd Bondon, Bonnie Mirick
wd Faye Pitts.

The trees are located in the
nedian of West Peoria Ave-
e near North 108th Drive,
west of the Fairway Recre-
ation Center, 10600 W, Peo-
‘ia Ave.

“Their efforts to ‘Keep Sun
City Beautiful’ are highly ap-
oreciated, so it is with this
special ceremony that we
memorialize those who have
gone before us,” said Linda
Dirks, PRIDES Arbor Day
chairwoman. “These Sun
City residents had over 45
years combined volunteer-
ing for the PRIDES.”

Don Avery’swife, Mary, was
in attendance and was deep-
ly moved by the ceremony.

There was also a tree plant-
ed in memorial to Leta J. Ly-

SERVICE

Sun City PRIDES rnembers frum left, Jim Dirks, Linda Dirks, Ron Enzweller Ken Smith and, in front, Oscar Pena 0
Maricopa County Department of Transportation with one of the trees planted by the PRIDES on Arbor Day. [Submitted

photo/Art Huesonica)

on-Murphy, a generous sup-
porter of the PRIDES.

District 4 Maricopa Coun-
ty Supervisor Clint Hickman
was an active participant in
the celebration.

“The work, pride and love
are evident in the Sun City
PRIDES,” he said.

Mr. Hickman also ex-
pressed his appreciation for
the close working relation-
ship the PRIDES has culti-

vated with the many Marico-
pa County agencies, many of

which were represented at

the ceremony.

“This was a perfect way to
help recognize our Sun City
neighbors and volunteers,”
Ken Smith, PRIDES presi-
dent, said. “We cannot for-
get those who contribute so
much of their time and ener-
gy to keeping Sun City beau-
tiful.”

PRIDES plant trees on Arbor Day

The PRIDES purchased
desert-friendly trees from Lin-
den Tree Nursery in Sun City.
Maricopa County Depart-
ment of Transportation per-
sonnel, supervised by Crew
Leader Oscar Pena, with the
support of PRIDES mem-
bers, planted the trees. The

Bell Metal Club made mark- [#7 :
ers for the base of each tree.  (link Hickman, District 4 Maricopa County Supervisor, and Sun City PRIDES
Editor’s Note: Mr. Huesonica

member Linda Dirks expialn the significance of Arbor Day. [Submitted photo/
handles publicity for the Art Huesonica) Lo

PRIDES.
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Sun City PRIDES member Carol Howland, 100, is honored for her family's donations during a luncheon at
the Mountain View Recreation Center in Sun City Thursday.

PRIDES fete founder, 100

I)NLY MEWS SUN

Carol Howland has
many fond memories of
volunteering for the Sun
City PRIDES, and the

up returned the favor

remembering Howland
and her late husband by
dedicating its building to
the couple and their years
of service.

The PRIDES mem-
bers thanked Howland at
their annual luncheon on
Thursday at Mountain
View Recreation Center
and wished her a hap
birthday; Howland is lgg
toda

y.
" feel pretty good,”

Howland said.

She and her husband
Vernon responded to a
community call to action
in the newspaper in 1877
fo clean up Sun City. In
those early days, Hoewland
said she remembers the
great times the group had
together.

“A bunch of us
gether and stmte-fo pull-
ing weeds,” Howland said,

adding that she and the
other volunteers would
work in the then
all go out to t af-
tﬁ?l"w_.a:d. “We had a lot of

The PRIDES building,
dedicated to the Howlands

in 1988, commemorates
their love and commit-
ment o the community,
explained former presi-
dent Larry Allen.

Allen, who was the first
president of the organi-
zation for 3% years, told
the rest of the PRIDES
members at the luncheon
about not only Carol
Howland's years of ser-
vice, but also how much
he loves the organiza-
tion.

“You people are the
ones that make Sun City a
ho pattern for heav-
en,” Allen said.

Allen, at 93, aiso has
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PRIDES

many memories of his time with the PRIDES,
especially when President Ronald Reagan vis-
ited the community in 1985 to present the or-
ganization with the President’s Volunteer Action
Award.

Allen actually wrote Reagan the letter that
spurred the visit and reminded the president
that they had met many years earlier when
Allen was a college disc jockey and before Rea-
gan moved to California and became an ac-
tor.

“It's been a wonderful experience,” Allen said.
“The people in PRIDES bring the best with them
from wherever they have been. They're all won-
derful people. I'm just so proud of them.”

Recreation Centers of gun City General Man-
ager Jan Ek also expressed her love for the
PRIDES organization and announced at the lun-
cheon that the organization will be the beneficia-

! BIGK COTE/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Sun City PRIDES honored more than 160 members during a
luncheon at the Mountain View Recreation Genter Thursday.

ry for the RCSC management team’s fundraising
efforts in 2012, which culminates each year in
the annual holiday celebration.

Last year, Ek said, $6,000 was raised, and she
hopes to increase that number this year.
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PRIDES pins

PRIDES members enjoyed their annual luncheon meeting Feb. 9 at Mountain View Recreation Center.
One of the events was the presentation of volunteer service pins. Recipients of service pins are, front
row, from left, Jim Koopman, 25 years, Jim Dircks, 15 years, and Richard Bondon, 15 years; in back,
are Grace Kinsey, 10 years, Gaylene Ely (for Ron Ely), 10 years, Linda Dircks, 15 years, Betty Smith,
15 years, and Harold Smith, 15 years.
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s n epeudem Newspap ;
Members of the Sun City West PRIDES, from ieft, Don Bergstrom (in orange windbreaker and cap), Bob Lovell (in dark sweat shirt) and Ray Hicks (wear-
ing sunglasses) remove trimmings from trees along R.H. Johnson Boulevard near Camino del Sol Feb. 25. The SCW PRIDES mark their 30th anniversary
this week.

30 years of

Volunteer group marks
milestone in keeping SCW
‘clean, pristine’

By Jeff Grant

Independent Newspapers

hen Joan Barnett and her husband
moved to Sun City West over three
decades ago, they were very much

an active couple. Avid archaeology bulfs, the
pair occasionally went on digs. But when
they’d return, Ms. Barnett would notice the
weeds in the community, which was still in
the midst of considerable construction at
the time. Eventually, Mr. Barnett suggested
his wife do something, and her efforts led to
the Sun City West PRIDES.

Members of the all-volunteer organiza-
tion can be seen each Tuesday and Saturday:,
some wearing their bright orange caps and

jackets, sprucing up rights of way or other
public areas along major thoroughfares.
Each December they coordinate a drive to
produce luminarias for families of the ser-
vice men and women stationed as Luke
Air Force base, as well as kits that can be
purchased in support of military members
throughout the country.

It all started with a few phone calls after
that initial conversation between Ms. Bar-

See PRIDES — Page 17
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Continued From Page 1

nett and her husband, said current PRIDES
President Nicki Miller.

“She called the Sun City PRIDES, and
asked how it works.”

After speaking with Sun City's group,
Ms. Barnett and some of her neighbors got
together with a common goal of keeping
what was then Del Webb's latest planned
community “clean and pristine.”

Exactly 30 years later, about a decade af-
ter Ms. Barnelt passed away, the PRIDES’
influence is felt and seen throughout the
community of 17,500 housing units and
roughly 27,300 residents.

trom the neatly trimmed trees along
R.H. Johnson Boulevard to the immaculate
rock beds along Stardust Boulevard to the
irrigation maintenance, the PRIDES' work
is evident, and its goal remains very much
what it was when it opened its doors March
8, 1982

“This is a community of people working
together to keep this community a beautiful
place to live," said Ms. Miller.

The SCW PRIDES got its start about three
vears after the Barnetts arrived. In a hand
out, titled “Sun City West PRIDES: The Why
— The How" provided by the organization,
Ms. Barnett describes the community:

“The town was very small and very in-
complete. Dirt was everywhere and so were
weeds, weeds and more weeds. Each time |
would return home from shopping, | would
complain to my husband about all the
weeds and how messy everything was, and
how weed free and clean Sun City was. |
guess he heard enough because one day he
said if it bothered me so much, why didn't |
do something about it?"

Ms. Barnett contacted Dr. Lawrence Al-
len, then-president of the Sun City PRIDES,
arid then got in touch with the Maricopa
County Highway Department, local state leg-
islator Hawley Atkinson and Bill Woodyard,
the general manager of the R.H. Johnson
Recreation Center. All were on board with
the idea of a PRIDES-like organization, and
the effort began gaining steam.

On Feb. 17, 1982, a meeting was held to
discuss the idea. Ms, Barnett, PORA's envi-
renmental protection coordinator Howard
Cain, Mr. Woodyard, Dr. Allen and several

leica : i

Independent Newspapers/Jeff Grant

After joining in 1983, Ed Howe remains one of
the organization’s longest actively serving mem-
bers. He said the commitment of its volunteers
has sustained the SCW PRIDES.

others attended. Dr. Allen explained the op-
eration, the parties agreed to think it over,
and a week later they met again.

After a short discussion, Ms. Barnett
wrote, “the group decided to proceed
with the SCW PRIDES as an independent
group.”

A local news article advised residents
of the group, and the first full meeting was
held March 8, 1982. “Forty-four people
showed up and the Sun City West PRIDES
were formed.”

Shortly afterward, the group decided
what its acronymn should stand for: Par-
ticular Residents Involved, Doing Environ-
mental Services.

Of the 44 original members, 18 were
women,

“One of their first projects was cleaning
along Bell Road,” said Peggy Joynson. a
past president. “They picked up 150 bags of
trash and tumbleweeds.

Over the years, the PRIDES grew in num-
bers and widened their cleanup area, but
stayed true to the original concept. They
now cover 26 miles of streets, sweeping gut-
ters, curbs and sidewalks, trimming shrubs
and trees, spreading and raking rocks and,
of course, picking up trash. The group
also has irrigation monitors who maintain
26 miles of plastic pipe for watering trees
and bushes. At one point, the group even
cleaned in El Mirage but discontinued that
over safety concerns.

In January 2004, the PRIDES added a
crew that works Tuesday mornings car-

Independent Newspapers/Jeff Grant

Joan Barnett, the founder and first president of
the Sun City West PRIDES, is seen in an undated
photo inside the organization’s headquarters.
Ms. Barnett had a dream of seeing the commu-
nity remain “clean and pristine” and used a col-
lection of dedicated volunteers to accomplish the
mission.

ing for grounds and parking areas housing
the Sun City West Sheriff’s Posse and SCW
Foundation offices, as well as the building
the PRIDES shares with another organiza-
tion, Helping Hands.

The group's work has saved taxpayers a
bundle.

It's estimated by Maricopa County that

See PRIDES — Page 18
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the PRIDES save over $475,000 a year in
maintenance and landscaping labor costs.
noted Ms. Joynson. “Not only do we save
laxpayers, we're also making sure their
homes are worth more.”

Technology has aided the group.

Like many organizations, the PRIDES
have used computers for a number of years
for essential functions such as too! invento-
ries, maintenance records and communicat-
ing with members.“It's helped us become
more efficient and organized,” Ms. Joynson
said.

And the group has grown.

WHAT

To join the S
further inforn
attend one ¢
urday of eve
West Found
and Stardus
online at st

“When
hard to kee
not true wi
stantly stepj
need helpy

It's an ¢
be proud o

“1 don’t
grow o wi

Now 370 members strong, the PRIDES amember
hoasts members from over 35 stales, Cana- current sef

da and Great Britain. Many are “spowbirds” “I thini
who spend the winter and early spring concept,”
months in Arizona. More members come Ms. Joy
from Hlinois (36) than any other state. 22 “] think

members come from Arizona, according tc
PRIDES literature.

The growth and performance of the
PRIDES is cause for, well, a lol of pride with

in the group.
“Not only is this our 30th anniversary,

y how prou
the orgarl
» brant, an

maintain
Nei

noted Ms. Miller, “but as an organization, we

couldn’t be stronger. | think we're looking at

our 30th anniversary with a lot of pride.”
The spirit of volunteerism reflects a spir
within the community, offered Ms. Miller.
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10 years of service

Sun City Posse officials recognized Bob Keefer, Ron (:umqiins and Bill Smith with certificates and
pins for their 10 years of service fo the all-volunteer Q{gamzatinn.
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Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw

Top posseman

Tom Jordan, left, receives a plague from Art Jenkins, operations officer, afier being named Sun City

Posse Member of the Year. Mr. Jenkins noted thal among his other duties, Mr. Jordan conditcted mare
than 3,000 vacation watches last year.
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PRIDES take Foundation handoft

By Rusty Emdshaw
Independent Newspapers

!ong :;andmg Sun City organization calls

T’ﬁe Civic Foundation of Sun City dis-
banded at the - eﬂd of November. The organiza-
tion, originally a branch of the Sun City Home
Owners Association, was responsible mainly for
painting and repairing the cormnmon walls in the
community. But it provided assistance in other
ways; according to Paul White, a long-time
board.member and one of the agency's found-
ers.

“In the beginning it was established to have a

501(c)3 orgamzatlon people could donate to for e

painting the walls,” he said.

Walt Patterson foundation treasurer, an-

nounced the dissolution in a short e-mail sent
Nov. 29.

“The Civic Foundation of Sun City, formerly
the Sun City Homeowners Foundation, will be
dissolve_d-at the end of November for lack of do-
nations,” he stated in the e-mail.

He added remaining foundation funds would
be donated to the Sun City PRIDES.

However, Mr. Patterson did not respond to an
e-mail request for further comment.

Sun City has another foundation, founded
and operated by Recreation Centers of Sun City,
and it will remain active, according to Deanna
Szentmiklosi, RCSC spokeswoman. The Sun

City Foundation's mission does not include wall

repair and painting, she added.

Mr. White ‘.ﬁﬂid the foundation board decided
another ion could have more suc-
cess raising ﬁmds The PRIDES were selected
because they have high membership and their

work is similar to the foundation's main mis-

sion.

“We were a board of five people, and the
PRIDES have a larger group and more notori-
ety,” Mr. White said.

'PRIDES member Bonnie Mirick said the

Indapendam Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw
Sun City PRIDES volunteer Faye Pms fills a large garbage container with landscaping and other trash from
Bell Road. The PRIDES received the remaining funds from the Civic Foundation of Sun City when that orga-
nization disbanded at the end of November.

money gained from the foundation will be used
for the 99th Avenue project designed to paint
desert-related figures on the wals lining both
sides of the roadway. Mr. White estimated there

e ——— ———
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The Prides are up and‘at ’em 1n the Hloming when 1t's cool

We don our vest, put‘on our gloves and take our trusty tools

‘We head out to the boulevards to make them bright and gay

We may be gray but still have Pride and want them kept that way |
We hope you like the things we do and we would like to say -

_ If you need a little exercise along the way .

The nicest way to do it all is join our happy crew .

When Prlde .day comes around :

The early bird may get the worm but we get the leaves that fall
- We pick up all the bottles, the cans and rubbish, too- .
That some folks drop along the way to.clutter_up the view v
To keep our city at its best and always.looking new . ;
Don’t toss it out the window as some are prone to do. - N,
‘Just put it in a tote bag and take it home with you :

When Pride day comes around :

We wake up in the morning to the robin’s beck 'n ca]l e M F

It don’t I:ake years of training to prune or-trim a tree
It does take heart and a lot of Pride to do.it all for free \
So if you wish to join us just give our phone a ring

Sun City Prides will show you how to make that old heart sing
We meet on Wednesday morning forlove labors of the day

~ Saturdays we do the same, we think it’s nice that way

* It’s rolls and coffee in the morn and chew a rag or two

When Pride day comes around :

We need a 1andscape artist who can really paint a tree

And sanitation engineers to pick up the debris :
Communication specialists to make those old phone calls

We need you folks that are not afraid to dress in coveralls -
We even do aerobics with rake and hoe in hand

We get things done while working out and we don’t ‘need a band
If you have the thing called Pride we need you one and aIl
When Pride day comes around .

Del Webb built our city with a lot of love and prlde

And the greatest way to honor him is to stand up side by snde
And keep our city handsome, how can you not abide

We know he’s looking at us with a smile a mile wide

If you have a care or two that you want chased away

Just volunteer your talents that you have stashed away

And you’ll be looking forward to every smgle day

That Pride day comes around: =

Now there are many many ways that you can be a Pride

Just do the things that make you feel all warm and good inside
It may be sharing of your wealth or give a helping hand

You only get one chance in life so-do the best you can- 22
Just start the morning with a smile, hey | that’s the thmg to do !
For every one you give away two,-com : '
~We thank you for your gracious help :
;When Prxde day comes\around
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Submitted Photos

PRIDES, inmates keep Sun City clean

Some 30 Sun City PHIDEs volunteers showed up 7 p.m. Feb. 27 at 102nd and Alabama avenues to
strip citrus trees in the median. These volunteers, known as the “Squad,” volunteer Saturday morn-
ings, except for holidays, in the winter siarting at 7 a.m., working for about an hour and a half; in
the summer they start ai 6 a.m. A PRIDE van driver accompanies the group fo see that they have the
proper iools, bags, water and more. They volunieer year-round, though the group is smaller in the
summet. The phase coordinators of phase 1, 2 and 3 inform the Squad as to where work needs io he
done and where to meel. Many PRIDES then take part in a breakfast following their work. On some
Mondays, the PRIDES get assistance from Sheriif Joe Arpaio's chain gang. They work about three
hours where needed fo help clean the city, stripping oranges and bagging them. The PRIDES furnish
the tools necessary and direct them to the areas needing help. The van driver stays with them untll
the job is finished.
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Workers
take great
Pride

BY LAURIE HURD

Attacking fallen leaves, ar-
resting roadside garbage _amd
giving dirt the runaround is just
a few of the much needed tasks
performed.. by - the Sun. City
Prides. jo oS ot

The community-minded Sun_
Citizens who make up the Proud -

Residents Independently
Donated Essential Services
(PRIDES), picked up their rakes
in 1980 and have been cleaning
up Sun City ever since.

“] guess pride for our com-
munity brings us out,” says Joe
Mclntyre, past president and
founder of the Prides. '

This unique organization
began after Del E. Webb
Development Co. (DEVCQ) gave
Maricopa County the job of
maintaining Sun City’s strgets,
along with keeping the medians
and parkways clean and neat.

But Sun City’s 14 square mﬂgs
proved to be a big job for just six
county workers. S0 Mclntyre
decided to do something about it.

McIntyre composed a letter to
the editor of the local paper call-
ing for volunteers to he}p in the
upkeep of their commumt‘y.

In two years, approximately
400 Sun Citians have put on the_air
work clothes and lined the city
streets with garbage cans and
brooms.

o

The Prides have dividea Sun
City into 33 sectors with a
monitor overseeing each area
for general upkeep. A special
force works on certian citywide
projects. There are committees
for weed spraying, tree trimm-
ing, painting citrus trees and
taking care of the city’s watering
system. The Prides also main-
tain several miles of drainage-
ways.

McIntyre says the work done
by the Prides has saved the coun-
ty about a half a million dollars.

“I think .we are known
throughout the nation. We have
had people from Japan and other
countries come and observe us
for their retirement com-
munities. We were even on the

Today Show,”” he says.

The Prides have grown to such
an extent that they are in the pro-
cess of moving into their own
building. Currently- supplies and
vehicles are being kept at
various members’ homes.

“DEVCO has prepared the
plans for us and they will build it
for us at cost. The Sun City
Water Co. will provide us the
space for a $1 a year. The
building should be completed by
March 1,” McIntyre says.

He says the work of the Prides
will continue in the future. ‘“We
plan to continue indefinitely.”

2 dA
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*PRIDES make Sun City sparkle

—From C8

maintain 29 miles of parkways
with grass or desert landscap-
ing, care for 2,600 trees and
other vegetation on medians,
maintain 11 miles of drainage
ways, maintain the county’s
automatic watering system of
26 miles of pipe, 40 clocks, 85
valves and 2,385 bubbler
heads.

The county has estimated
the PRIDES perform 62,000
hours of work a year, amount-
ing to $500,000, and in return
the county provides trash bags,
pickup, paint for citrus trees,
safety - vests, herbicides and
traffic control devices.

PRIDES also advise the
county of potholes, missing
street signs and other matters
in its jurisdiction.

“We still let the county trim
the palm trees,” McIntyre said.
“We haven’t ‘found any volun-
teers to go up there 50 or 60
feet.”

Among PRIDES’ tasks, how-
ever, has been cleaning up af-
: : ter olive trees, until one mem-
Sun City PRIDES members rake leaves, = bers first used their own tools, but subse- ber told them the trees could
along with grooming the crushed granite quent donations have enabled them to  be sprayed to prevent produc-
during their regular cleanup chores. Mem- purchase equipment. tion. '

“Until then, though, we had
people on their knees picking
up olives,” Mclntyre said.

Another devoted member
spends hours sweeping seven
sections of artificial turf that
decorates the median on Del
Webb Boulevard.

“He sweeps them every
week and it takes three hours

“The county just
couldn’t continue
the amount of care

Devco had and

we would have
to help.”
--Joe Mclintyre

just to do one,” Mrs. Holquist
said.

Another couple spends hours
daily spraying for weeds,
which ultimately cuts down on
the PRIDES’ tasks.

Initially, PRIDES used their
own tools, but through dona-
tions have raised enough mon-

* PRIDES, C10



*PRIDES clean up

—From C9
ey to purchase them.

The group incorporated as a
non-profit organization in
1982. .

Mclntyre said sometime this ’

spring Devco will build a shell
of a storage facility on leased
Sun City Water Co. property
on Greenway so PRIDES no
Jonger have to store equipment
at their homes.

Two vans, a pickup truck, a
golf cart and trailers for herbi-
cide sprayers, donated to the
PRIDES, also will be kept
there.

Community support has
been the backbone of the
PRIDES, McIntyre and Mrs.
Holquist said.

Some residents have been
inspired enough by the sight of
PRIDES working along the
road to stop and give dona-
tions.

“We still get people stopping
right in the road to tell us
we're terrific,” he said.

“Sometimes we think that’s
a traffic hazard,” Mrs. Holqu-
ist said. “But every ‘Thank
you' means a lot.”

They credit all residents
with being PRIDES helpers by
maintaining their own proper-
ties. Others have taken up the
example of the PRIDES with-
out joining the group.

“One couple walks their

dogs along Bell Road from Del
Webb Boulevard to 99th Ave-

nue and thev alwavs pick up
three bags of trash,” Mrs.
Holquist said.

McIntyre told of a woman
who walks 1o a convenience
store at Union Hills and 107th
Avenue to get her Sunday pa-
per, picking up trash along the
way.

PRIDES also have been aid-
ed by members who “seem cap-

““One couple walks
their dogs along Bell
Road and they
always pick up
three bags of trash.”

--Fritzie Holquist

able in all areas. repairs, paint-
ing, lettering,” McIntyre said.

One member handpainted
PRIDES logos on 280 vests.

“People used to think we
worked for the county,” Mrs.
Holquist said, because mem-
bers wore the orange vests
county workers wear.

“I guess they thought we
were gremlins,” McIntyre said.

“Now when thev ask who we
work for, we turn around and
show them our logo,” Mrs.
Holquist said.

The success of the PRIDES

= PRIDES, C11
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spurred a spin-off in neighbor-
ing Sun City West, Particular
Residents Involved Doing En-
vironmental Services, started
in 1982. o gy

In 1981, tl;e PRIDES were

honored through the National -

Association of Counties for
‘their volunteer efforts and in
1982 with the George Wash-
i n Honor Medal from the

Valley.Forge Freedom Founda-
tion.

Local and national television
has chronicled the work of the
PRIDES and groups around
the world have studied them as

part of the machination of a

‘model retirement community.

said. )
He just wanted to pick up
the oranges.

“Little did we realize it
would grow to this,” MclIntyre -

d. of several vehicles donated by local busi
nesses. He will repaint the van with th
PRIDES logo. (News-Sun photo

Sun City PRIDES member Vernon Howlan
sands the paint from a van donai?d by
Palmer Plumbing in Peoria. The van is one

—




SUN CITIANS TAKE PRIDE
IN THE “PRIDES”

Proud Residents Independently Donating Essential Services

At the time the Del E. Webb Development Company
(DEVCO) turned over the responsibility of maintaining the
streets to Maricopa County, they had completed the develop-
ment of Sun City. It soon became apparent to the residents
that the county would not be able to maintain the streets and
medians as DEVCO had done.

In 1980, Joe Mclntyre wrote a letter to the newspapers asking
residents, “Are you tired of our streets not being cleaned?” and
asked that anyone interested join him at a designated time and
place. Three people showed up!

This led to Mclntyre founding the PRIDES, truly a bona fide
service group—although they do enjoy socializing following
the day’s work. Shortly after organizing, they were incorpo-
rated as a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization. The PRIDES de-
pend on contributions from residents and local businesses.
Contributions are tax-deductible.

Volunteers, both men and women (they claim to be an equal
opportunity employer), come from all walks of life with a wide
diversity of backgrounds. Mclntyre, as part of a poem he
wrote, stated:

“They've been bankers, accountants, and owners of shops,
Teachers and preachers, nurses and cops.”

What do the PRIDES do? They maintain 210 miles of streets
and medians on 214 square miles housing approximately
45,000 residents. They can be recognized by their orange
safety vests as they trim trees, pick oranges, paint tree trunks,
wander down 11 miles of drainage ditches with litter pickups,
feed and water about 2,500 trees, maintain the county’s water-
ing system (no mean feat in itself), and remove tons of trash.

Volunteers are coordinated by geographic areas. Coordinators
in Phase I, 1I, and III every Saturday morning, assign volun-
teers to specific areas to clean, while others may be assigned to
“troubled” areas. The squad leader drives a van and delivers
supplies to the volunteers. Litter is deposited in orange plastic
bags and left for the county to pick up on Monday mornings.
Overtime comes into play in the event of a bad rain/wind
storm.

The PRIDES have a very close working relationship with the
Maricopa County Department of Public Works. The county,
while providing no financial support per se, does provide the
orange safety vests, orange plastic bags, supplies, fertilizer,
paint, and weed control items. A law passed in September
2003 mandated persons using weed sprayers must be trained
and certified to use such—this applies to the PRIDES volun-
teers using a sprayer.

It has been estimated that these wonderful volunteers save the
county about $500,000 a year! Vehicles, tools, and supplies
are housed in a building built for them located at 91st Avenue
and Greenway.



The group has received many recognitions. Among them are
The National Association of Counties and The Freedom Foun-
dation’s George Washington Medal. In 1988, the President’s
Volunteer Action award was presented to Joe Mclntyre by
President Ronald Reagan at a special luncheon held at the
White House. They have also been featured on local and na-
tional television shows. This exposure has created interest in
other communities, such as Sedona, to form their own
PRIDES. Sun City West’s group came into being in 1982, and
is equally vital as Sun City’s.

Thanks to the PRIDES, it’s no wonder newcomers to the area

often remark about the cleanliness of the area. Long live the
PRIDES!

© Sun Cities Area Historical Society
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“Concrete, steel and lumber make the build-
ings, but people make the community. To-
gether we can realize a way of life unprece-
dented in America.”

— Del E. Webb

* ok ok ok K
WHO ARE THE PRIDES?

Who are the PRIDES?
Well they're easy to know
There's Manny and Harold
And Betty and Flo.

They've been bankers, accountants
And owners of shops

Teachers and preachers

And nurses and cops.

They've come from far places
To be in the sun

They dance and they bowl|
They bike and they run.

Some are confined

Because of poor health

But the spirit is there

And they give of their wealth.

Their home is their castle
They're willing to share

A part of their lives

For beauty and care.

When the good Lord looks down
Over all He abides

We pray that he smiles

On the work of the PRIDES.

—Joe Mclintyre,
Founder

HELP WANTED

By the Sun City PRIDES for the following
Executive and Professional positions:

1. LANDSCAPE ARTISTS
(Paint Tree Trunks)

2. TREE SURGEONS
(Trim trees and shrubs)

3. FLOOD CONTROL ENGINEERS
(Pick up debris in ditches)

4. SOIL IMPROVEMENT TECHNICIANS
(Dig and pull weeds)

5. PHYSICAL FITNESS DEMONSTRATORS
(Pick up citrus and debris)

6. SANITATION ENGINEERS
(Sweep curbsides)

7. MAPOLOGISTS
(Maintain street name signs)

8. COMMUNICATION SPECIALISTS
(Make phone calls)

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY
WORK CLOSE TO HOME
DYNAMIC WORK ENVIRONMENT
PERMANENT WORK
ON A PART-TIME BASIS
SHORT HOURS
GUARANTEED LIFETIME
FRINGE BENEFITS
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER -
YOURSELF

* k ok ok &

TO APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP,
TO SEND DONATIONS OR FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION

WRITE: SUN CITY PRIDES, Inc.
P.O. Box 1463
Sun City, AZ 85372

SUN CITY
PRIDES

KEEPING

SUN CITY PRIDES, Inc.
P.O. Box 1463
Sun City, Arizona 85372

933-1687




SUN CITY PRIDES, Inc.

The Sun City PRIDES, a non-profit corpora-
tion, was organized in the Spring of 1980 for
the purpose of maintaining the beauty of the
community and to lessen the financial
burden to government. It has grown to an
active volunteer membership of over 300 re-
tired men and women from all walks of life.

Sun City, with a population of over 45,000
covers 14 square miles. There are 210 miles
of streets; these include 29 miles of park-
ways with grass and/or desert landscaped
medians and rights of way. There are more
than 3200 trees and plantings on these
medians. There are also 11 miles of drainage-
ways to be maintained.

The PRIDE members provide more than
62,000 man hours of work each year in main-
taining these streets, parkways, etc. In de-
veloping a maintenance and beautification
program, the PRIDES divided Sun City into 16
sections with a monitor in charge of each
section. The PRIDES also have a Task Force
that works on special maintenance projects;
they also have committees for functions
such as tree trimming, painting the trunks of
the Seville Ornamental Orange trees, weed
spraying, tree and shrub feeding, care of
automatic watering systems, reporting to the
Maricopa County Highway Department
needed street repairs, and recommending
streets for surface treatment maintenance.

The volunteer work performed by the PRIDES
is not limited to the aforementioned work.
The magnitude of the work can be judged

by the fact that they trim, feed, and water ap-
proximately 2600 trees, replace trees when
needed, remove tons of debris and oranges,
paint the more than 1800 Orange Trees and
maintain the County’'s automatic watering
system which has 26 miles of underground
piping, 40 clocks, 85 valves, and 2385 bubbler
heads. The PRIDES rake and clean litter from
every desert landscaped median and right of

way and also remove litter from many miles

of grass medians. Additionally, the portions
of Arizona State Highway 60-89-93, routed
through Sun City is maintained. The Prides
conduct an ongoing educational program
emphasizing the importance of preventing
litter and the concern for care of public
streets, medians and rights of way in Sun
City. This is done thru articles published in
the local newspapers, signs posted on
medians, and public speaking appearances.

Donations by citizens, clubs and businesses
provide the funds for work tools, bubbler and
timer supplies, fertilizer and tree and shrub
replacement. The PRIDES receive support
from, and have an excellent relationship
with, the Maricopa County Highway Depart-
ment. The County supplies plastic trash
bags, paint for trees, safety vests, advance
traffic control devices and herbicides for
weed spraying. Additionally, facilities and
space on county-owned property have been
designated for use by the PRIDES. Officials
of the Maricopa County Government esti-
mate the value of services provided by the
PRIDES to be in excess of $500,000.00
annually.

The PRIDES motto is ‘‘Keeping Sun City
Beautiful.” They have succeeded to such a
degree that the story of the program has

spread across the U.S.A. This is evidenced
by the fact that the John Knox Village
Pioneer News in Lee Summitt, Missouri,
carried an article about the Sun City PRIDES
and organized a likeness to the PRIDES of
Sun City. Students at Northern Arizona Uni-
versity have also copied the organizational
efforts and call themselves GRIME. The
Freedom Foundation requested and received
a history of the PRIDES and The President’s
Task Force On Private Initiatives has placed
the Sun City PRIDES program in their
computer data bank to be used as an example
of successful volunteerism for other com-
munities. Also, members of the PRIDES have
appeared on local and national T.V. pro-
grams, including Channel 12 and the Today
Show. A local song writer, Dutch Schuitz,
has written and recorded a song about the
PRIDES. '

In 1981, the PRIDES were the recipients of a
national honor through the County Super-
visors and the National Association of Coun-
ties for their volunteer efforts in maintaining
the beauty and neatness of Sun City, and in
assisting the County in providing these ser-
vices.

Sun City residents can be justly proud of the
many wonderful volunteer organizations
whose excellent work makes Sun City the
best Adult Retirement Community in the
U.S.A., and the PRIDES are proud to be a part
of these community efforts.

Proud Residents Independently
Donating Essential Services



By JULIA WHTIFIED
Staff Writer

Not every organization has a s
ritten—for it by*hone other than Sun
ity’s famed composer and lyricist,
ohn “‘Dutch” Schul_tzj :

Schultz, 10510 Granada Di; Tecently
rote a song for Sun City and Sun City
‘est Sheriff’'s Posses and his newest
on-to-be a hit is a song about another
ymmunity-minded service organiza-
an, the Sun City Prides.

Schultz sang his “‘Sun City Prides”
ng to the group at a special ceremo-

: Saturday in Bell Center.

THE PRIDES displayed their grati-
de and acceptance by asking Schultz

sing their new song again so they
uld sing along with him,

...

VF PRIDES
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1981

Norbert Grove, treasurer and spokesman for ihe Sun Clty Prudes, introduces

Dutch Schultz, left, at ceremony in Bell Center.

““I think the song is terrific because
it covers the field,”” said Norbert
Grove, Pride treasurer and omcxal
spokesman.

“We're very young and up until the
time the Prides took over there was a
deterioration of Sun City,” Grove said.

GROVE SAID ALL Sun Citians are
Prides just by cleaning up their own
yards and ‘‘this song will get the show
on the road” and explain the Prides’
duty of keeping Sun City beautiful.

“Pride is the thing that rules the
world and if everybody in this nation
would just stop and react like you folks
do, I really do believe 99 percent of the
world’s ills would be cured,” Schultz
said to an audience of about 100 Prides,

In upcoming weeks, Schultz’s Prides

(News-Sun Photo)

Song praises SC Prides

and Posse songs will be available on
record and Sun Citians may obtain
records from either the Prides or Posse
members. Schultz said the cost of each
record has yet to be determined, al-
though donations will be used for man-
ufacturing additional records; leftover
‘funds will be placed in the treasuries of
the Prides and Sun City and Sun City
West Posses, according to sales totals
of each organization.

SCHULTZ SAID this distribution
manner will prevent anyone from mak-
ing any profit from the recordings.

Schultz said he decided to write a
song for the Prides because “I like to
honor people who do a good job for the

community.”
V¥ P
e
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By EVELYN BARBER

It was an all-time, monumental day for the Sun
_City Prides and the Sun City Sheriff’'s Posse April 23|

anizations received awards from Free-

~ And that certainly capsules what the
Sun City Prides organization is all
about. .

A BIT ABOUT the Freedoms Foun-
dation at Valley Forge: It's a non-
profit, nonsectarian, non-political orga-
nization founded in 1949 to carry out
national programs of information and
education that promote the traditional
values of our country and offer a better
understanding of the responsibilities of
citizenship in contemporary society. Its
national headquarters is about 25 miles
west of Philadelphia.

~The documentation on awards recip-
ients will be on display at Valley Forge
for a year so that the thousands of
visitors to Freedoms Foundation will
be able to see what it was that merited
national recognition. The Prides’ pres-
entation book, containing its well-docu-
mented history, was prepared by Pride
Bebe Lovitt and was considered by the
judges on the recommendation of Miss
Bess Stinson, past president of the
foundation’s Phoenix chapter.

It is interesting that the Freedoms
"Foundation is not endowed or govern-

g ment-financed. It is underwritten by
A tax-deductible contributions and mem-
H bership dues.

VF - PR

when both or
«_doms Foundatign af Vallev Faraa—

THERE ARE MANY tacets to its
program: national awards such as
those given April 23; private enterprise
awards; educational projects; semi-
nars for graduates; American heritage
workshops; youth conferences on its
campus and special programs from
time to-time like economic education
projects, conferences for educators and
workshops for professional organiza-
tions.

At present, Freedoms Foundation
has 43 volunteer chapters in 21 states,
including Arizona. Sun City could have
a chapter, too, Allen says, and who
knows? It could happen.

The dedication of the Prides as a
whole and individually, and the admir-
ation they command, is illustrated by
Larry Olson, a Sun City “snowbird,”
and Marge Opfer, a Prides member.

Marge had to curtail her work with
the group—and it is hard work—be-
cause of an ailment. Olson, to help the
capable handicapped of Sun City, do-
nated six E-Z Reachers to the Prides.

Thanks to the pick-up tool, which

can lift anything from a postage stamp

to an object weighing up to two pounds,
Marge can continue working with zest
to help keep Sun City beautiful.

1

The two groups turned out in num-
bers, filling half the Peace Pipe Room
at Camelback Inn where the ceremo-

nies were held. The Posse received an

honor certificate and the Prides a

George Washington Honor Medal (at:

left). Dr. Robert Miller, Freedom

himself for the occasion (the Valley
ranked high on the national honors list,
with 13 awards earned). ‘

Larry Allen, Prides president, sur--
prised a couple of people with his
acceptance speech. One was Joe McIn-:

tyre, founder of the group.

SAYING THAT THE Sun City

Prides was not his idea but that of a
gentleman who had been the first
recipient of the Sun City Outstanding

Christian service award the previous.
week, Allen called McIntyre up front to..

accept the medal and—I'm bragging
now—an 8x10 copy of the picture I took

.of Joe and his wife, Lucille, at the

Outstanding Christian awards dinner.
Joe is a quiet, modest man who
works hard, smiles a lot and -asks for
little in the way of credit, but that must
have been a most satisfying moment
for him as his nationally-recognized
community effort was acknowledged.

Prides’new member: Freedoms
Foundation president

DOUBLE TAKES

The other surprise was for the
foundation’s president. Allen inducted
Miller on the spot into the Sun City

 Prides as an honorary member,
Foundation president, came to Arizona

presenting him with his membership
card, a Prides work hat (“‘to wear with
pride”) and a copy of the record cut by
musician “Dutch” Schultz of the songs
he wrote about the Prides and the
Posse. o T )

IN ADDITION, MILLER was asked

' to endorse the same disclaimer card

that every Pride does, promising not to
hold anyone responsible for what might
happen to him while working as a
Pride—and relinquishing the right to
strike. :

.-Said Allen in accepting the medal:
“We, the Prides, choose not to be
regulated, but to accomplish that which
needs to be done so that not only shall
we enjoy the beauty and dream of Del
E. Webb, the builder of Sun City, but,
more important, appreciate what our
Creator has provided for us and all
those who are to follow. We...don’t
always see eye-to-eye, but we walk
together hand-in-hand.” OVER
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"By ROBERTA LANDMAN
; Emphasns detor

e Sun City: It takes some muscle

stretching and a volunteer
group that cares to keep this
wh.lte-walled retirement ‘mecca’s

JOEMCINTYRE
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" streets - and mediaﬁ's-'pifi's'tiné
clean—a Disneylandish pristine.

Someone has’ notlced the effect' o

and the effort.
In a tribute to volunteel groups
Monday, President Ronald Reagan

will honor the corps of 300-plus

retirees who help keep this Del
Webb-developed city clean, the
Sun City Prides.

Accepting a President’s Volun-
teer Action Award will be Prides
founder and president, Joe Mcln-
tyre, and Ann Foster, the 5-year-
old -organization’s first woman
member and first treasurer.

While media hoopla is zeroing in
on the two who will lunch with the

‘president Monday, Prides’ daddy

Mecintyre chooses to zero in on the
volunteer buddies in orange safety
vests who followed his lead.

" MclIntyre’s lead began in March
1980, when the retired executive

“vice president and treasurer of a
Detroit chain of women’s shops
called upon a Sun City public to, .
pick up where citrus trees were .

leavmg off.

MclIntyre, noticing fallen _or-
anges from trees were 1emalnmg
.fallen on sides of munty-mal”._

tained streets and medians, wrot

a letter to the News-Sun suggesting

support ns.”. Y

Three people sh

March Saturday, he remembers .
- “By the end of June, we had 3&1

volunteers . workmg with us and-
received 176 donqtmns from peo-

ple who were unable to work,”
says McIntyre. G L
Today, ,he repo

{

corporatlon conhn;le to -

“generous clubs, g anizatwns ‘and
businesses, as we as from individ-
ual citizens.”

Says a smiling Mclntyre: “Not a
day passes that..somebody drives
up in a car and ‘passes to one of
our workers a $5’or $10 bill....One

- person wrote a check for $25,

 ‘Seeing us, it ins n-es eoplé to‘-,




omeplaoe«covers 33 nelghbor
100d” sections over 14 square

niles:" 210" miles . of streets, 29

nileg . of landscaped - parkways
ind rights of way, and the citrus
rees that'got Mclntyre going in

he first ‘place—about 1 800 of .

CRA TS

hem. - o)

fotten the bestiof McIntyre, ‘Del

Webb™ Develt)pment Co.; had”
mmhed its" Sun’'City bulldmg,‘
urried its efforts toward develop- .

nent of Sun City West and “the
wrea. was turned ‘over to the
ounty for maintenance,” McIn-
yre explains.

The county, says McIntyre,
vas having a hard time keeping
1p with what Sun Citians had
jotten used: to+—a model-pretty,

Jnamcured all-over look Devco.
rews had' for 'years prowded in .
' ell';'-"

the” companyrs‘*,‘:pqsh

At the tlme{all;e;x oranges had‘ '

ty-owned property have been des-
ignated for use by the Prides,
McIntyre reports.
- Ask McIntyre why Prides are
such nice guys and gals, what
motivates them to give up retire-
ment time, .to take a sense of
order beyond . their own yards,
and his answer is twofold.

First, he;" credlts a common

'hlstory “We're all a generation

of the Depression. For 10 or 12
years it was so imbedded in us..
independence as a way of life.
Hard workers came out of that.”

Second, that independence is
tied to need dictated by recent
economic history, Mclntyre indi-
cates.

“The birth of .the Prides came
at a particularly good time,”
says Mclntyre. _

For the last three or four years"
budget problems have forecast
“the likelihood that funds, would

homeg e ; b s evaporate that what would come

A commu Fy&‘usedqto the; look, _to communitjesy, toweunties and
nalhed\ to--the vhldes"*eupport' “’gtates will be less and less avail-'
ind 'so "did’ the ‘company- that.  able. for these types of pro-'

reated Sun Clty, Mclntyre re-

ports. . ..

He’ credlts Devco w1th contin-
ued support of the Prides. The
company has donated a van for

the cleanup, cad,re, has’ prov1ded_

instructionon”how to! maintain -

plant: xmgatmn, systems—~a ‘job.
the Prides took’on—donates weed

killer—the; Prldes have their own
weed’ spray “crew. and: “spray

tank—andis ; providing “draw-

ings and: w1!l ‘build a building at
cost for us,”.says McIntyre. )
The Prides’ spirit and its ca-

pacity for work quickly took the

group beyord .orange collection
and litter-pickup.

Tldy -up voluntarism in the:"

group’s short history has extend-

ed to weed. epraymg, tree ‘and -

shrub feedmg and trimming, and

care of Maricopa’ County's local

automatic watering systems. -
“We maintain’ all 'irrigation

systems in ‘medians for-orange, "
olive and palm trees that ‘have to

valves and bubbler heads

| 1.8dys
MclIntyre.” . g3

‘grams.”’

He adds: “It seems loglml to
do what you can do yourself,
rather than expect the govern-
ment to do it.”

With  the nation catching a
glimpse of the Sun City Prides,

“McIntyre expects the appeal of
‘the group’s concept to take

flight.

“I think it would spread to
other areas and other locations
throughout the nation, retire-
ment communities and other
areas,” he comments.

». The  Prides’ concept has al-
ready drawn interest, he adds.

Nearby Sun City West has its
own Prides organization. Green
Valley, a retirement community
near Tucson has made i 1nqumes
says McIntyre.

Outside Arizona, Mclntyre
says Landover Hllls Md., ex-

‘pressed early ‘interest in the

Prides, a Prides facsimile was

be watered, .and/we' mamtam?_-l_--‘”orgamzed ‘in ‘Lee: Summit, Mo,,

v

and ““a visitor from Lake Gene

a; 'Wis.,” also asked for Prides

"ihfgrmation to take back home.

The cour‘i'ty..“ hke Devn% . o TOr]

It: supphes members

safety ‘vests; ‘plastic trash’ bags, |

protective paint for trees, fertiliz-
er, herbicides for weed spray,
and facilities and space on coun-
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wi'f:hn: ri‘:; S‘l;)lfgl;’snges pave,been chosen by the White House as:
el g resident’s Volunteer Action Award in honor of

Présldentsmt o nga}'glflinteer a](]:hlevements to the commum'ty

resi _ eagan himself will ;
gr’(l)': pita 1al \‘_Vhtte e i Ap;':ﬂsezgt the award to the
natio;;?('i??nr?glplems were chosen from over 2,000 nominations ‘
oo ki izatioiastetg‘gnes. Fifteen individuals, groups and na-
| organ ns, two co i ;

cliogen'winners of the ﬁ‘wmdll'poratmns and one labor union were

T'llj'ﬁl Eﬁéegs are the only Arizona recipient of the award.
b Fﬁogﬂk@n of a job well-done by the more than 300
et of Gl PTides, “1h 5.8 group aware o the credk goss corirely
P meilsl;bers."‘; o group award and the credit goes entirely
Established in 1980, the Prides i

: y i are comprised of :
voé)u;et_f:anr?idgnts who maintain the 14 square milﬁn:)ofr;utx:l ?J[iltgm
conmbuummn:iaagﬁl nfé’!eﬁeﬁ by individual donations and
O S nd businesses. The value of th
vices provided by th i i i > gl
pually, » £ § : y the Prides is estimated to be over $500,000 an-
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“to honor Prides | Posse, Prides
receive
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The if Em and Sun City Sheriff's Posse
have bé%ﬁ%ﬁ% to receive awarts for excellence
in community programs from the Freedoms Foun-

dation at Valley Forge, Pa.

Both Dr. Larry Allen, Prides president, and

~ Maurine “Babe” Barkdoll, commander of the posse,
 said they are “extremely honored.

”

The Prides and the posse have been credited with
keeping Sun City clean and safe through the use of
volunteers.

Eight other organizations have been selected
from Arizona to receive Freedoms Foundation
awards.

“We're so honored,” Barkdoll said. “It's a special
‘thank you’ to all of the people involved.”

The awards will be presented to the groups April
93 during ceremonies at Camelback Inn.

In other news, the Prides celebrate their third
birthday at 9 am. March 5 at the Faith United
Presbyterian Church, 16000 Del Webb Blvd.

Allen said the past year has been highlighted by
continued support and assistance from the Mari-
copa County Highway Department. The Prides’
work schedule has doubled in the past year, with the
group assuming more responsibility, he added.

On the national level, President Reagan has
placed information about the Prides in the federa!
computer on Private Sector Initiatives, and actres:
Helen Hayes has used the Prides story in hes
television commentary.

To date, eight other communities have patterned
a Pride-type operation after the Sun City group.

Allen said the group also has been honored by
Sun City’s Recreation Centers and Gov. Bruce
Babbitt.

Guests at the Prides’ annual meeting will include
county and local officials, and Joan Barnett of th
Sun City West Prides.

Any resident who would like to join the group anc
attend the meeting can call membership chair
woman Margo Rise et 933-8585.

o ~
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City's messy mock oranges
gave Mcintyre inspiration
to begin PRIDES’ activities

SUN CITY—One day in the
spring of 1980, Sun Citian Joe
McIntyre noticed that fallen or-
anges were messing up the

- gtreets. The former retail execu-
tive's response was simple.

McIntyre, who had moved to
Sun City from New Baltimore,
Mich., wrote a letter to the
News-Sun and asked his friends
and neighbors to help him pick
up the oranges the following Sat-
urday morning.

“I.was at work for only a few
minutes before three other peo-
ple joined me,” Mclntyre re-
called. “The next week several
more residents came out and by
the third week, we had about
50.”

This was the beginning of the
Sun City PRIDES, which stands
for Proud Residents Independ-
ently Donating Essential Serv-
ices.

In the organization’s six short
years, it has been recognized by
the National Association of
Counties, awarded the Freedom

Foundation’s George Washing- -

ton Medal and most recently
earned a National Volunteer
Center Award from President
Reagan.

In fact, if people write to the
President’s Task Force on Pri-
vate Sector Initiative asking how
‘they can do their part to lower
the cost of government, one of
the first ideas proposed would be
to form a group like the PRIDES.

In Sun City alone, the 350
‘volunteer PRIDES last year con-
tributed more than 50,000 man-
hours maintaining the 210 miles
of Sun City streets, 29 miles of
parkways, 3,200 trees and 25
miles of county irrigation sys-
tem.

Every Saturday morning, the
orange-vested retired bank presi-
dents, lawyers, housewives, doc-
tors, blue-collar workers and cor-
porate executives sweep

sidewalks, trim trees, collect lit-
ter, spray weeds and perform the
myriad other tasks so necessary
to keep Sun City clean.

Why do the PRIDES do it?

“It’s very gratifying,” said Mc-
Intyre. “I enjoy the satisfaction
of working with other people
who volunteer their time to keep
Sun City beautiful and lower the
cost of government.”

Dr. Larry Allen moved to Sun
City from Jackson, Mich., seven
years ago. As a retired doctor of
chiropractic, one wouldn’t expect
Allen to be involved in such
“menial” tasks.

But it's quite possible that
Allen’s philosophy, shaped dur-
ing the depression like so many

"Sun Cities residents, explains

the success of this group.

“] was born and raised in a
small town where everyone
helped each other,” Allen said.
“We took care of our neighbors
and didn’t look to others for help.
We pitched in, shared joys, plea-
sures and sorrows. It's much the

_same here in the Sun Cities. The

PRIDES are one big family.”

The PRIDES exist through the
donations of residents, business-
es and Sun City clubs. It's not
unusual for residents to stop
their cars on Saturday morning,
get out, dig into their pocket and
make a donation on the spot.

By their beautification efforts,
the PRIDES in Sun City and Sun
City West save Maricopa County
about $950,000 each year and
produce a community admittedly
cleaner than the county could.

Lessening that cost is some-
thing which officials at the Mari-
copa County Engineers Office ap-
preciate. Larry Waggoner is
assistant county engineer of the
operations division. He knows
what the PRIDES mean to the
county and community.

“The things they do for Sun
City are hard to put a price tag

NEWS SUN - APRIL, 1986

on,” Waggoner said. ‘““‘Because of
our budget constraints, we
couldn’t provide the same quali-
ty of services Sun Cities resi-
dents have come to expect in
terms of their environment. The
community looks a lot better
than county guidelines because
of the PRIDES,” he said.

As visiting journalists and
broadcasters spread the news of
what the PRIDES have done,
other communities have begun
to organize similar groups.

PRIDE-like groups are also
forming in Maryland, Missouri,
Florida and Michigan, all as a
result of one man's desire to
keep his community clean and
lower the cost of government.
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Sun City Prides: Equal opportunity employer

By PEG KEITH
Sun Cities Independent

It's all a matter of pride, says
Ed Koudelka, president of the
Sun City Prides. “Keeping Sun
City Beautiful,” is the organiza-
tion's motto.

The pristine, well-groomed
aura that sets a distinctive tone
for this retirement community
didn't just happen, and docsn't
just stay that way on its own.

Where else in the world could
you find former doctors and
lawyers, assembly line workers,
clergymen and secretaries --
white, blue, pink and turned
around collars -- hitting the
streets at 6 a.m., picking up
cigarette butts, palm fronds and
windfalls, cleaning thec medians,
painting tree trunks, redding up
concrete ditches -- just because
they enjoy the work and the spirit
of camaraderic?

Where else, but Sun City.

The seasons turn, and fall is on
the way, and the Prides are
preparing for it.

“The first meeting after the
summer season will be Sept. 9,”
says Mr. Koudelka. “But until
that time we'll be maintaining
things as best we can.”

They're not marking time,
though. The squads and individ-
uals on assignment will bec up
carly to beat the August heat,
“keeping it looking neat and
clean.”

Some of the Prides work a
couple or hours, or one or two
days a week; others don their re-
flective vests, work gloves,
sturdy shoes and hard hats (if

nrotective headgear is indicated)
four or five days a wcck, just
occause they enjoy it.

Although there's a fluctuating
membership, the Prides usually
can count on 200 to 300 mem-
bers for the various projects.
‘And do a good job,” adds Mr.
Koudelka.

The most important thing is to
take carc of the medians, says
Mr. Koudelka. (Maricopa
County mows the grass medians
in Phase 1.)

The squad group has a regular
Saturday meeting at the Lakes
Club where thcy meet for break-
fast and companionship.

Task force assignments include
the cleanup of unusually large or
messy accumulations of debris,

in shopping centers, pérhaps. " -
There are crews that do noth-

ing but clean up after the oma-
mental orange trees, (1,800 of
them), do the trimming and, at
certain times of the year paint the
trunks white.

The pristine, well-groomed aura that

In April and May there are
Prides who gather and bag the
oranges that drop off the trees.

Other Prides servc as moni-
tors, perhaps in charge of an arca
involving cight to 10 members; if
one is ill or absent, the monitor
often is the substitute, to make
sure the job gets done.

Prides maintain the county's
automatic watcring system, with
26 miles of underground piping,
40 clocks, 85 valves and 2,385
bubbler heads.

Portions of Arizona state
Highway 60-89-93, routed
through Sun City, is maintained
by the local organization.

A mcmber of the Prides since
1982, the new president scrved
as a board member for four
years. He credits former presi-
dent Joe Mclntyre with bringing
the group to its present status.

“He (Mr. Mclintyre) was
founder of the Prides; in 1980 he
brought the group to a full-blown
organization,” says Mr.
Koudelka.

A former dircctor of labor rcla-
tions for the Milwaukee Railroad,
Mr. Koudelka's speech is rapid-
fire; he analyzes his surroundings
and any project at hand with the
speed and logic of a computer.

“Qur volunteers are about 50-
50, men and women,” he says.
“We're an equal opportunity em-
ployer.”

His newsletter carries a bit of
advice for the members: “The
only way to be happy is to make
others happy. (Prides do this.)”

It also carrics a chuckle:
“Qverheard: Two Sun City citi-
zens remark as they see a group
of Prides working in a large
ditch, cleaning stones and debris
from the arca: ‘Look at those
four ladies stealing those rocks!™
(Prides don't do this.)

Prides have no major fund-
raising activity, but accept dona-
tions throughout the year. It's not
unusual for a resident to **accost”
a member of the organization to
present a $10 bill or check on the
spot. Aluminum cans arc
welcome. Residents can give
them, (preferably bagged) to a
driver, says Mr, Koudelka.

Help is always wanted, he
says. Among the positions are

sets a distinctive tone for this retiremen
community didn't just happer.l, and
doesn't just stay that way on its own.

cxecutive and professional posi-
tions (as outlined in the
"company" brochure, which
touts a dynamic work environ-
ment and permanent cmployment
on a part-time basis) for: land-
scape artists (paint trec trunks);
tree surgeons (trim trees and
shrubs); flood control engincers
(pick up debris in ditches); soil
improvement technicians (dig
and pull weeds).

Also, physical {itness demon-
strators (pick up citrus and de-
bris); sanitation cnginecrs (sweep
‘curbsides); mapologists (maintain

street name signs) and communi-
cation specialists (make phone
calls).

While Prides rosters reflect a
diverse membership, profes-
sional, technical, houscwives,
banking, business and acadcme,
after a short time the members all
begin to think alike -- when it
comes 10 neatncess.

Mr. Koudelka rccounts the
story of the Pride who brought
his vchicle to a stop behind an-
other car at the traffic light at 99th
Avcnue and Bell Road. To his
amazement, the driver first in line
at the signal opened his car door
and dropped a plastic bag of trash
in the strecet. ‘

The Pride, noting that the light
had just tuned red, sct his brake,
got out of his car, picked up the
bag of trash. Then he opened the
car door and said, as he placed
the offending bag in the driver's
lap: “I believe this trash is
yours."

The driver sat motionless, then
moved with the change of the
light. It was, Mr. Koudclka says,
“a nicc bit of ncatness enforce-
ment.”
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Whistle clean

Prides run lean,
pick up machine

By PEG KEITH
Sun Cities Independent

It's orange blossom time.

It's trim-up, paint-up,
fertilize and spruce-up time
for the sour orange trees that
line the medians in Sun City
and Sun City West.

It's the scason when the
Prides (Particular/Prideful
Residents Involved Doing
Environmental Services) take
stock of all those ornamental
shrubs along Bell Road,
Thunderbird, Alabama, 99th
Avenuc and Union Hills in
Sun City and along R.H.
Johnson, Meceker and Stardust
boulevards in Sun City West.

. Before the season ends, the

Role of the Prides
SC Prides president
discusses the purpose

of his organization ... P. 4

oranges on the ornamental
trees will have to be removed.
The Prides will come along
with trailers to clean up the
fruit (even shake it off the
trecs) once it begins to fall.
The intensified activity is a
harbinger of cooler weather
and signals a low-keyed re-
cruitment program for the

‘See PRIDES, page 9

“Laurie Hord-Moor ln’d péhdenl’g
PRIDE IN SUN CITY. Sun City Prides members Ralph Held, a former board member, Merlin

Stevens, irrigation chairman and his wife, Martha, are part of a 300-plus network of volunteers. The
group assists Maricopa County in maintaining the beauty and cleanliness of 217 miles of streets, medi-

ans and boulevards.
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Particular Residents of the Sun
Cities.

The Prides weed, sweep gut-
ters, curbs and sidewalks, main-
tain the water system and de-
composed granite and rocks, trim
shrubs and trees and pick up
trash on public thoroughfares
which do not abut private prop-
erty.

“We'll be trimming trees and
painting the tree trunks white,”
says Sun City Prides President
Joseph Keenan. “It's a nasty,
hard job — We have to skin the
trees down, before they can be
painted.”

The Prides' mission — to keep
the retirement communities neat
and tidy — is an obvious effort
this time of year, as pcople come
back from summer vacations and
the blistering Arizona summers
cool off a bit.

But you see them the year
around. They're stand-outs in
their orange vests, on foot or in
golf carts, working their neigh-
borhoods in the early moming,
getting rid of weeds and trash.

They help to keep the re-
tirement communities clean and
beautiful.

While the Prides' cffort is lo-

cal, it fits niccly into the |

statewide “Arizona Clean and
Beautiful” observance, which
takes place in October.

Again this fall, Arizona Gov.
Rose Mofford has encouraged all
citizens to join grass roots
movements in conservation and
protection of public lands.

The Prides know a thing or
two about grass roots.

“We go down the main public
streets, into the gutters and
trenches, and pick up everything:
trash, oranges, cigarctie butts,”
says Mr. Keenan.

“Then we leave the trash
bagged in the medians. Maricopa
County gives us the bags and
picks them up. They're quite co-
operative.”

He adds, “The county once put
a price on what we do. It

amounts to the hundreds of
thousands of dollars.”

The number of volunteer
workers involved in the Sun City
Prides stands at about 300, and
more are needed. “The Grim
Reaper is moving ahead of the
recruitment,” says Mr. Keéeérian.
“We're looking for a few more
workers. We'd like to get some
tree trimmers.”

The Prides president con-
tinues, “We're an equal op-
portunity employer. We set out
carly in the moming. Most of our
people work one day a week,
others arrange their own work
schedules. We're divided into
phases; a monitor in cach phase
assists the smaller work groups
and the task force.”

While most Sun Citian resi-
dents and visitors are careful
about trash and refuse, there are
those who toss garbage any-
where, empty out their ash trays
in the street and drop off their
fast-food lunch wraps as the
Sspirit moves them.

That all means extra work for
the outdoorsy types who sign on
for the early moming pick-up
patrols.

“It all takes a while. Some-
times the rain helps, sometimes it
hurts,” says Mr. Kcenan.

He's been president of the
Prides for about a year. “I missed
a meeting, and they made me
president. They didn't tell me ...
I thought the president didn't do
any work ... It has been a real
lesson in the political process.”

Last spring was memorable for
the Prides. While they know a
thing or two about grass roots,
they could write a book about
thistles. \

“We could call 1989 The Year
of the Tumbleweed. They were
as plentiful as could be, near Bell!
Road, on the south side. Below
Burmns Avenue, they blew in from
the vacant arcas.

“The new _automobile center
(to be developed near 91st
Avenue and Bell Road) might
stop some of the weed problem,”
Mr. Keenan says.

Brought in by the wind, the
weeds formed a ladder and
climbed to the tops of the walls.
In addition to being unsightly,
they were a fire hazard.

The Prides teams had to ham-
mer the drifter-giants down, re-
moving the prickly bundles two
or three at a time.

“Even if we crushed them, we
could only get two or three tum-
bleweeds crammed into one of
the huge garbage bags.”

The Prides have discussed
their concern about the hazards of
tumbleweeds with the city of
Peoria, and officials in that
neighboring community have in-
dicated a willingness to help with
the problem.

Sun City West has many of the
same concerns, and the annual
invitation is out to join in the

work of keeping the community
necat and clean |

Work arcas arc divided into
scctions, with monitors in
charge. Each monitor sees that
his or her section has proper
tools for the tasks at hand.

Elmer Clark, Prides regular
and member of the Board of Di-
rectors, says “We nced more
volunteers and more contribu-
tions, to replenish our hand tools
and keep other equipment main-
tained and in good working or-
der.”

Speaking in the absence of
Sun City West Prides President
Lloyd Greenwood, Mr. Clark
says that with new people mov-
ing into Sun City West and tak-
ing over houses, the community
progresses. “All this means
added responsibilities.”

The Sun City West volunteers
are on a continuous program of
trimming, fertilizing and painting
the citrus trees, and the Prides

views the work in designated ar-
cas. :
There are slightly more than
200 volunteers in the group now.

“The county would do the
work — if they had the time and
the money,” says Mr. Clark.,

This is born out by Jerry Sud-
beck, assistant county engineer
for opcrations,

Mr. Sudbeck says Maricopa
County's estimates (made less
than a ycar ago) places value of
the Prides work at $150,000 for
Sun City West and $250,000 for
Sun City.

“That's an average dollar fig-
ure for general labor,” says Mr.
Sudbeck, explaining that the

county does similar work on a
number of center islands. Esti-
mates of services provided are
based on how long it takes to do
amile of medians at $11 per hour
for clean-up detail, and how long
it takes to fill a bag.

“We have a good idea of the
debris collected, as we regularly
pick up the bags and haul them to
the landfill on Mondays.”

The county does not include in
the total figures a certain amount
of “immeasurables,” says Mr.
Sudbeck. This includes moni-
toring water systems and streets,
“If there's a bubbler leaking, for
instance, they get in touch with
us, immediately.”

If there's a bad spill, though,
the county doesn't expect the

Prides to cope with it. “If there's
a keg of nails or a bag of cement
that's split, we're geared to do
that.”

The total figures arc based on

Board of Directors regularly re- | how often the county patrols.

“We do a section of Shea Boule-
vard near Fountain Hills,” says

Mr. Sudbeck, explaining that the
Prides’ patrols are on a quicker
turn-around schedule.

Whether it's a quick tumn-
around schedule, giant tum-
bleweeds or orange blossoms,
grass or garbage, they're all im-
portant to these Particular People.
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Prides set example
In road cleanliness

Sun City volunteers pick up honors

:By Julia Jones
Staff writer

- SUN CITY — The Sun City
“Prides . a group of more than 300
-volur. cers who've been picking up
litter in their city for the last 10
yars, are serving as a working
model for highway cleanups in
Maricopa County.
- A resolution citing the Prides
and aimed at encouraging other
volunteer groups to “Adopt a
Highway” was approved Tuesday
_by the Maricopa County Board of
'Su&rvisors.
puty county engineer D.C.
-Black says the county highway
“department has served as a sup-
‘port system for the Sun City
-program, providing orange safety
-vests for volunteers to wear, tras
“bags for the litter they collect, and
‘a truck and crew to collect the
fi‘led bags on a regular schedule.
 County officials are hoping that
otner non-profit, non-political vol-
unteer groups also will want to set
up similar programs in their own
“neighborhoods.
-~ ."Visitors are always impressed
with the cleanliness of Sun City,
and we've been asked how in the
_world the county can afford to
-keep up that area,” Black says. “Of
course, we can't.

“We don’t have the capability or

the staff to have that kind of
cleanup more than one or twice a
year, whereas the Prides are out
there every week.

“But we've been glad to support
them, in the way they wanted

‘their city to look. And we get the

reflected light of all their work.”
Black says the county is model-
ing much of its cleanup operation
on the Prides’ program. “Having
the mechanics in place gives us the
opportunity to implement our con-

February 26, 1990

cerns on safety, for instance,” he

says.

Other civic groups in the county
that already have such programs
include the Sun City West Prides,
Country Meadows Prides and the
Homeowners Association of Villa
de Paz. Williams Air Force Base is
considering its own program, too,
Black says.

The Sun City Prides program
got its start about 10 years ago
when one resident announced he
was sick of the litter on 99th
Avenue and began to clean it up,
says dJoe Keenan, the group’s
president. The man had the job
almost all to himself for the first
week, but on each succeeding work
day, another helper or two would
show up, until the Prides finally
organized, set schedules and as-
signed jobs according to abilities.

AN E

-
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on Saturday’ -

Local group to be honored -

Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY WEST — The
Maricopa County Board of Su-
pervisors has uncovered treas-
ure in the Sun Cities area.

The Sun City and Sun City
West Prides saved the county
$394,000 in labor costs in 1989,
Supervisor Carole Carpenter
said. The savings were calcu-
lated based on what the county
would have had to pay county
workers at their average hourly
‘wage.

The groups voluntarily main-
tain their communities’ public
thoroughfares.

To recognize the organiza-
tions, the supervisors have des-

ignated the first Saturday in

March as a day to honor the
Prides’ members and ac-
complishments.

“The board also wanted to
draw attention to the Prides to
raise the visibility of citizens’
cleanup and beautification ef-
forts,” said Carpenter, who rep-
resents District 4, which in-
cludes the Sun Cities. -.

Saturday will/mark the third

DDAILY NEWS-SUN
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Pride

LATLE

annual Prides’ day. The first ~%"
was celebrated March 5, 1988, ..

DR i

But the community has ex-- =
tended the honor through-.

March, said Lloyd Greenwood, ~ -

Sun City West Prides president....".

The group will be honored--

- with breakfasts by the Sun City~ -
West Women’s Social Club, the in-
Sun City West's Men’s Club,.:
and will host a picnic of its own, ..o

Greenwood said. I

. Carpenter and county officials .,
will join the Sun City Prides at, ,,,,,
its annual meeting at 9 am. °
next Saturday at First Christian
Church of Sun City, 14001 W.f_-:-'g
Thunderbird Blvd.

“We suggest that people hug“:‘:ﬁ,_b

they don’t want to do that, they |
could donate (to the group),”
Sandy Goldstein, Sun City West *
Foundation president, said.

Donations to the Sun City'
Prides may be sent to P.O. Box~ y~
1463, Sun City, 85370, or to the
Sun City West Prides at 14455~

_—

N. R.H. Johnson Blvd., 85375. =

L eig ) S

OVé e

February 27,



VF

PRIDES

THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

\Friday, April 26, 1991 == 1W

Harry Meehan, a member of the Sun City West PRIDES,

]

James Garcia / Staff photographer

Johnson Boulevard. Among those who helped with the

picks up safety signs after a period of cleaning along R.H. project were Lil Loew (ben;ling over) and Sally Erb.

Litter gives Sun Cities groups the bends

By Lori Baker
Staff writer

Sun Cities
hat started as one man’s concern
w over oranges littering the streets
of Sun City has grown into a
massive volunteer effort that has captured
international attention.

Joe Mclntyre was bothered by fruit that
had fallen off citrus trees lining Sun City
streets after Del E. Webb Development
Co.’s maintenance crews left Sun City when
Webb began work on Sun City West.

So he wrote a letter to the editor of a
local newspaper inviting others to join him
in picking up the fruit and other litter.

Although only four residents showed up
at the initial meeting in 1980, the “pride”

fever was contagious.

“The Saturday after that there were
more people, and we kept growing. We now
have about 300 volunteers,” said McIntyre
who founded the Sun City PRIDES (Proud
Residents Independently Donating Essen-
tial Services) and continues to serve on its
board of directors.

“It's a matter of pride for people to want
to keep Sun City beautiful,” said McIntyre,
a retired accountant.

PRIDES became so popular that Sun City
West borrowed the idea about two years
later, and that group now has about 250
members. The Sun City PRIDES helped
train the initial group of Sun City West
volunteers.

“We've had people from Germany,
France and Canada taking motion pictures

of what we do and how we operate,” said
Thomas Kostal, Sun City West PRIDES
president, who has been involved in the
group for about 10 years.

The Sun City PRIDES also have drawn
global attention, with visitors from as far
away as Japan watching them work.

Members of Sun City PRIDES have been
featured on national television and even
had lunch with President Reagan at the
White House. The Sun City PRIDES is in
the computer data bank of The President’s
Task Force of Private Initiatives as an
example of successful volunteerism for
other communities. :

Eatlier this month, the Sun City and Sun
City West PRIDES were honored by the
Northwest Chamber of Commerce, along

See CLEANUP, Page 5
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From Page 1

-with the Country Meadows
PRIDES, whose members live in a
‘residential subdivision that is par-

“tially in the county.

" “The PRIDES save the county in

_excess of $500,000 a year if we had
to hire people to do this,” said

.Dennis  Clark, county highway

_operations supervisor. “I think
they do an outstanding job. They

, do take pride in their community.”

- County Supervisor Carole Car-
penter, who represents the Sun
Cities, said:

. 'There is a limit to services

J’government can provide, but there ,

-is no limit for what people can do
for themselves to make their
community a better place to live,
and the PRIDES are a perfect

. example of that.”

- Although each PRIDES group
operates independently, their work

.is similar,

... Throughout the year, they trim,

. feed, and water thousands of trees.

' They replace trees when needed,

- remove tons of debris and oranges,

- paint orange trees, spray weeds,

- and maintain the county's auto-

" matic watering system, including

- underground piping and bubbler
heads. They also rake and clean

~— litter from every desert-landscaped
median and right of way and |
remove litter from many miles of
grass medians.
The PRIDES divide their com-

. munities into sections, with a
monitor in charge of each area. An
irrigation crew takes care of
watering. They also have a task
force that works on trouble spots,
such as storm-damaged landscap-
ing.

* The Sun City PRIDES provide
about 62,000 man-hours of work a

.year, Mclntyre estimates. They
keep the 14-square-mile commu-

 nity's 210 miles of streets with
3,200 trees and plantings and 11
miles of drainage-ways neat and
clean.

..; Sun City West PRIDES care for
landscaping and trees along 13
miles of streets, including Bell

- Road, El Mirage Road, R.H. John-
son Boulevard, 128th Avenue and
Meeker Boulevard.

. Donations by citizens, clubs and
businesses pay for the work tools,
bubbler and timer supplies, fertil-
izer, tree and shrub replacement
and vehicles.

- The Maricopa County Highway
Department supplies plastic trash
bags, paint for trees, safety vests,
traffic control devices and herbi-

- cides for weed spraying.

. In an ‘excerpt of a poem about

. the PRIDES written by McIntyre,

-'he describes the volunteers:

“They've been bankers, account-

- ants and owners of shops, teachers
-and preachers, and nurses and

~cops. Their home is their castle,

:they're willing to share a part of -

- their lives, for beauty and care.”
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By MIKE GARRETT
Daily News-Sun staff

To many people, the spirit of

volunteerism is personified in

" the Sun City Prides and Sun
City West Prides, who com-
bined have nearly 550 mem-
ber volunteers.

The Prides can be seen on
the main Sun Cities thor-
oughfares from 7:30 a.m. to 9
a.m. every Saturday and again
at various times during the
week for special cleanup
projects.

Street trash pickup is only
one element of the Prides’ ef-

forts to keep the Sun Cities .

clean and maintain their rep-
utation as:gbeing .among. the
world’s cleanest communities.:
-‘They can alsoi‘be " foun
trimming, ‘Watering tandzter
ing_to plantsalon
cleaning’’u

ing_to trees and

public - streets,

‘shopping center parking:-lots’
or working on special:projects '
dg¢zpicking’;

like  cleading andg;
weeds at Sun City Stadium.
* Tom Kostal, presidént of'the
250-member: Sun :City :West
Prides " and Waldo'* Smith,

president of the 300-member’ .
Sun :City. " Prides, ;praise: the -
dedication and cohesiveness of:

their respective groups. =

33 Prides members: still .with -

us after.;11 years,"? Kostal.
said. .= A% I oyl
- Smith said Sun City Prides

founder Joe McIntyre, who

started the’ Prides some 12 .
years &go,'is also still actively

involved as head of the special
Prides work’ detail squad that
tackles the big cleanup
projects that .often occur after

heavy street and canal flood-

ing.

Each phase is broken down

T

- The Sun City Prides work in.
all three phases of Sun City.:

v ELd Y
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into sections and each section
has its own regular - work
crew, Smith said.

Kostal said Sun City West
is divided up into nine work
sections or islands, each with
its own monitor and crew.

“Seven of the monitors ride
a golf car to carry and supply
the tools for 20 to 25 people on
each crew,” Kostal said. “We
also have a couple of trucks
for the other two sections.”

Each Prides organization
maintains its own group of
specialists. The Sun City
‘Prides have a group of six
sprayers and seven :iree’

‘ painters. :

“The -Sun City West Prides,
:who ‘recently celebrated their
10th ‘anniversary (after taking
nearly.'a’ year ‘to get fully or-
ganized) has a 15-member wa-
_ter-irrigation department that
often'igocg out mid-week to
monitor water flow and repair
irrigation ‘equipment used for
median trees and plants.
‘-:Both Prides groups have the
same problems of attrition and
““recruitment.

. ‘“We never, ever have
enough hands,” Kostal said,
- noting his group shrinks to
~ about one-third its normal size
during the summer.
* Smith estimates the Sun
< City Prides have lost about a

"quarter of their membership
in recent years. .,

Prospective Sun City West
volunteers should call Kostal
at 584-5960 and SunCitians

‘looking for work should call
Elma Flynn at 974-1100.

Since no pay 1s ever in-
.volved, what motivates Prides
workers? SR
5. “We-do it for ourselves-and -
for Sun City West;’ . Kostal
said. “Most of thevolunteers
love to come out because it

s

“réady live in Sun

3

o TR

“embody spirit

of voluntarism

Y LR i
%jcﬁgqqf’?nmunity '\G%q‘fgither al-

City or plan
to retire here someday because
they've been so cooperative
and supportive of our efforts.”

S — S

.involves them directly, they're
'}:J}xj'ou‘d of their community and
tixzﬁ.f'e willing to give up their

Smith said the same things

motivate his workers but
wanted to get a plug in for the
Sug City business community.

I would like to recruit
some of the business people in

oVER

il 28, 199219
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Tom Engelhardt blows leaves out of the road on Del_WeBb Boulevard near Boswell
Boulevard, after the Prides bagged oranges that had fallen from the trees.
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Service group motlvated by community pride

[hanks to Prides,
sun Cities streets

‘emain spotless

ly ANNE RYMAN
iun Cities Independent

Chuck Seltz pushes his rake into
'n orange tree and shakes the
ranches gently. Oranges tumble to
he ground where they are
etrieved, gathered in buckets and
'umped into plastic bags.

While this is a common activity
hroughout the Valley, volunteers
'o the work in Sun City.

Mr. Seltz is a member of the Sun
lity PRIDES — Proud Residents
ndependently Donation Essential
‘ervices group — an organization
hat helps maintain Sun City's
‘ublic streets, parkways and
nscaped medians.

"It was clean when I moved here ...

I'd like to keep it that way."
— Bob Kroeger, Sun City Prides

PV R, Y § S S8y
Whether lis plcklng up fallen omnges, Itter or sweeplng debris,
the Prides are always there to make sure the community's
streets remain looking thelr best.

Maricopa County Highway the Prides pick up trash, spray for
Department mows and trims the weeds, maintain irrigation systems
grass and trims the palm trees and  and clean up after storms.

In addition to the yearly task of
removing oranges from 1,800
orange trees, the Prides trim and
fertilize the trees and paint the
trunks white. The Prides put in
about 50,000 manpower hours a
year and save the county more than
$500,000.

The Prides began in 1980, when
Sun Citian Joe Mclntyre enlisted
the help of friends and neighbors to
pick up a bumper crop of fallen
oranges. Only three volunteers
made the first Saturday workday,
but by the third week 50 residents
gathered to help.

The group has since been
recognized by the National Associ-

ation of Counties and received the
Freedom Foundation's George
Washington Medal and a National
Volunteer Center Award from then-
President Ronald Reagan.

And while the number of
volunteers reached as high as 400 in
the mid-1980s, the number has
fallen to about 300 today.

So Prides President Waldo Smith
has asked each member to recruit
someone in the community.

"We are in need of new workers.
We find people drop out because of
health reasons or age, faster than
new members come in,” Mr. Smith

See PRIDES, Page 9



H PRIDES

From Page 1

says.

' The Prides work on Saturdays
from 6 to 8 a.m. in the summer and
from 7 to 9 a.m. in the winter.

' "But they can go out anytime
they want to see what needs to be
done,” he says.

Most prides work a minimum of
two hours per week, but some work
as many as eight to 15.

"We want everyone to work at
their own pace and ability with no
pressure.”

- For example, if a person cannot
work on a Saturday he or she can
work any other day or hour.
Couples often work together, but
the Prides have individual members
as well.

« Richard Jech usually works one
day a week but has been working
twice a week recently collecting
oranges.

! *I had a lot of leisure time so I
thought I'd help out,” he says about
his reason for joining a year ago.

+ Bob Kroeger, a Pride for almost
two years, decided to join the
orgamzauon to help maintain the
appearance of the community.

i "It was clean when I moved here
and we'd like to keep it that way,"

he says.

Tom Engelhardt, a Pride since
1983, enjoys transporting the rakes,
safety cones and buckets the prides
use and he leads some of the tasks.

"My wife does get after me to do
our own yard, but I prefer this,” he
laughs.

In addition to working together,
members eat breakfast and socialize
together at a local restaurant after
the Saturday morning sessions.

"Nobody's cracking the whip,”
Mr. Engelhardt says. "You work at
your own speed and when you're
tired, you go home."

Mr. Seltz says says while the
Prides have held picnics and social
get-togethers in the past, the people
enjoy labor the most.

"These people don't seem
interested in social atmosphere in
the sense of partying. What
interests them is working," he says.

Mr. Seltz says just because
people leave in the summer the
amount of work doesn't decrease.
Human debris — cigarette butts and
packs, fast-food containers,
aluminum cans and the occasional
whiskey bottle — is less in the
summer. But more natural debris

occurs during the monsoon season
because of the increased wind and

heavy rainfall.
Maricopa County Highway
Department  provides the

flourescent-orange vests Pride
members wear for safety and
identification as well as the
herbicides, plastic bags and white
paint for the tree trunks.

The Prides do not hold fund
drives but instead rely on donations
from individuals, businesses and
community organizations,

Donations pay for equipment
such as brooms, rakes, shovels,
hedge trimmers and leaf blowers
and for maintenance on the truck
used to haul the tools and the golf
cart used for spraying.

Many Pride members agree it's
especially rewarding to be out
working and have residents come
up, shake hands and thank them for
the work.

For more information on
becoming a Sun City Pride, call
972-6558.
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Extra gust of energy gets
Prides through summer

By JACQUE PAPPAS
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — Monsoons may
be a refreshing change from the
sweltering summer heat, but the
gusty winds often create a
nightmare for the Sun City
Prides.

Recent storms have blown
trash, tree branches and other
debris throughout Sun City,
making more work than usual
for the local volunteer cleanup
crew, said Chuck Seltz, Prides
membership coordinator in
Phase 1.

“These storms make it really
tough on some of our workers.
They have to do a lot of stooping
and picking up after one blows
through,” Seltz said. “This time
of year, when a strong wind hits
it carries the leaves and bran-
ches all over. The bark from
eucalyptus trees curls up like
cigars and scatters everywhere.
We have to put in double duty to
clean it up.’

The Sun City Prides has about
325 members who help pick up
trash, . fertilize trees and spray

weeds in neighborhoods
throughout the retirement
community.

However, the number of vol-
unteers is virtually cut in half in
the summer months when resi-
dents leave Sun City, Seltz said.

“We are short-staffed to some
extent, but people are always
willing to help when we are in a

desperate situation. These vol-
unteers are really hard work-
rs,” Seltz said. “And that often
means a lot of work in the
summer when you have to rake
some areas entirely by hand.”

One nice thing about the
summer months is a noticeable
decline in the amount of trash in
the community, Seltz said.

“There are a lot less cigarette
butts, candy wrappers and other
pieces of trash we always seem
to be picking up. You wouldn’t
believe how many cigarette
butts get thrown out of car win-
dows by stop signs,” Seltz said.

Earlier this summer, a
“bumper crop for citrus” kept
many Prides volunteers busy,
Seltz said. “They were just com-
ing down in droves. It took a lot
of time to bag them.”

Prides volunteers put all the
fruit and debris in plastic bags
on the street curbs for Maricopa
County workers to haul away.

The county furnishes the
Prides with the plastic bags,
weed spray, fertilizer, traffic
cones and the orange vests vol-
unteers wear while on duty.

“We work closely with the
county,” said Stanley Jones, past
president of the Prides. Jones
and his wife, Margaret, have
volunteered for the Prides for
seven years.

The Prides rely on community
donations to purchase and

OVER

maintain vehicles used by vol-
unteers, Jones said.

A van, several trucks, golf
cars, rakes, shovels, hoes and
other tools are stored in a build-
ing built for the Prides at 91st
Avenue and Greenway Road.

“The community has been
very gracious in giving us dona-
tions. We never have fund
drives. We feel that if the com-
munity appreciates what we do
for them, then they will continue
to help us.”

Prides volunteers in Sun City
are coordinated by geographic
area. Membership coordinators
in Phase I, II and III assign
volunteers to specific areas to
clean.

“Basically, people clean their
areas at their own discretion.
They take pride in making it
clean,” Jones said. ;

Other volunteers meet a squad
leader every Saturday morning
and get an assignment of “‘trou-
bled areas’ in the community to
clean. The squad leader drives a
van and delivers supplies to the
volunteers.

“The summer usually is the
hardest time for us because of
the storms and because our
manpower is greatly reduced. :
We always welcome more vol-
unteers.”

For information about tHe
Prides, call Jones at 972-6558.
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Prides volunteer Nat Jampel sweeps branches downed by the season’s strong winds.
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Members of the PRIDES (Proud Residents Independently Donating Essential Scrvices) pose with their brooms.
These volunteers do far more than sweep street litter, putting in many hours watering and fertilizing plants,
tnmming bushes and other tasks to preserve their community's environment. Photo courtesy Del Webb Comp.

By lgor Lobanov
AMature Life Features

Psychologists and others em-
phasize that for older adults, cs-
pecially, sociability is a key fac-
tor in not only staying fit but in
living longer, happier lives. As
onc observer pointed out, ... for
retired people whono longerhave
the suppent found in the work-
place, social interaction becomces
very important,”

And, for many who develop
and operale retirement commu-
nites today providing an active-
lifestyle environment is a strong
sclling point for their marketing
cffort. The number and varceiy
ol activities available often is in
direct proportion o the size of
thc operation — from a single
apartment or condominium
building to an entire community
compnsing varied housing ar-
rangements, shopping cenlters,
police and fire protection, a hos-
pital and other necessitics of cv-
cryday living geared especially
1o the older adult.

Among active-adult commu-
nitics nationwide, Del Webb
Corporation’s Sun City West, on
the sundown side of Phoenix, is
scliing an cnergetic pace — and
providing an examplc for others
in 1ts broad scope of available
rccrcational activities and
volunteernism opportunitics.

The month's activity calendar
forthe 21,000 residents may con-

tain close to 250 listings and
include virtually every conceiv-
able type of pursuit. There are
about 200 clubs, and their focus
rangcs [rom astronomy to wood-
working, Jazzercise to silk flower
making, choral groups, square
and round dancing scssions,
sychronized swimming and
hatha yoga, French, ltalian and
Spanish spcaking groups, and a
hostofl sportsactivitics. If you're
a model train buff, for example,
there is the Railroad Club, housed
in a 30-foot by 40-foot room
where an impressive number of
operating model trains roll along
amid abeautifully-detailed town
and couniryside landscape lay-
out, the whole complex lovingly
maintained by the group’s 62
members.

Anyone can tcach a class in a
subjectofinterest, Whena group
of 25 people charter themselves
asa club, the community's man-
agement will provide support.
Volunteerism is alive and well.
Noteveryonce here is wrapped up
solely increating ceramics, sing-
ing acappcela or swinging a golf
club. Many direct their encrgies
toward helping others for, as one
resident put it, “this is the ume
(inlife) to give back.”

A 1991 nationwide study
showed that more than four out
of ten people age 60 and older
didsome form of volunteer work.,
And, while most said they did it
1o help others, twenty five per-

centof them saw volunteering as
awayofmecting and inlcracting
with people. Churches and reli-
glous organizations lopped tic
list for voluntcering, followed
by social service agencies. lHHow-
cver,asurveyof polential volun-
teers showed theirsecond choice
would be to help oul in a retire-
ment commuruties.

While thrift shops, a medical
cquipment lend-oul opcration
and schools and churches in
ncighboring arcas draw many
volunteers, the most popular
causcs among Sun City West's
residents arc community sccu-
rity and prescrving the environ-
ment of common arcas.

Law enforcement and police
protection arc handled by the
local county sherif("s office, but
these the officers are aided by a
force of ncarly 250 Sun City
West residents who sce them-
sclves as perhaps akin to that
popularsymbololvolunicerciti-
zen help in the Old West; The
Posse. No more swealy horses
and dusty trail rides. The mem-
bers of this posse patrol the streets
in golf carts and slightly modi-

ficd police cars, checking on:

homes whose owners are on va-
cation, and gencrally serving as
the regular officers’ “cyes and
cars.”

Often a husband and wile will
scrve as ateam, so their 20 hours
of “duty shifts” cach month (in
somc casces, this means being on
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patrol in the middle of the night) |

becomes a commitment taken
seriously. While most of the vol-
unteers have received training in
firstaid, traffic-control and other
police skills, they do not carry
weapons and are instructed to
avoid any direct confrontation
with criminal behavior. Their
mission is to observe and report
any untoward activity to the regu-
lar authorities. Still, a few resi-
dents have recquested and re-
ceived advanced training as
armed officers. Is the Posscc cf-
fective? Residentscitc oneof the
lowest crime rates in the coun-
try, with offenscs usually lim-
iled to break-ins or theft from
buildings under construction.
ForPossc members, their sense
of dedication is clear. As former
merchant Norm Vadnoff, scc-
ond in command of thc Possc
and with additional training as a
weapon-carrying officer, put it
“For 37 years I ran a rctail storc
in the Hells Kitchen arca of New
York City. I worked 60 hours a
week and never had a chance to
donate to the community. Now |
can do it. It's a way to rcpay.”
Those who prefer to “give
back” by helping prescrve the
appearance of their neighbor-
hood join PRIDES (Proud Resi-
dents independently Donating
Essential Scrvices). The 240
former doctors, lawyers, engi-
neers and others arc organized
into committees, dirccted by a

section monitor, that spend sev-
eral hours each Saturday sweep-

ing gutters, picking uplittertrim-
ming bushes and fertilizing
plants. Others spend time during
the week walering the shrubs
and trecs. (As a waler-conscrva-
tiontactic, they periodically paint
the trunks of orange trces while,
tobelterreflect the Arizonasun.)

Sun City management claims
the PRIDES save thce county
some $400,000 a year in labor
Ccosts.

Watching individuals at play
and groups of volunteers at work,
one is struck by the fact that,
quite aside from the overall high
level of physical health, the
comraderie and banter is an im-
portant psychological eclement.
No reclusive retireds here. These
peoplc arevitally-aliveexamples
of the premise that the later years
can be the best years.

Those who still believe that
relirement years mean onc must
lay back and let time roll by,
need only rcad a note someone
has tacked to the bulletin board
inthc Recreation Center thatsays,
“We're not seniorcitizens, we'rc
recycled teenagers.”
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Murray Braw-
ner, left, and
Harry Wilke,

members of the
Sun City
PRIDES, patrol
Grand Avenue
between 99th
Avenue and the
New River,
picking up trash.
The Sun City
residents were
working Satur-
day without the
benefit of in-
mate labor.

Inmates take PRIDE
in SC landscaping

By IAN MITCHELL
Daily News-Sun staff

The 350 volunteers in the Sun City
PRIDES have been getting help maintain-
ing public property from a less-than-
volunteer force: inmates from the county
jail.

The PRIDES — an acronym for “proud
residents independently donating essential
services” — last worked with the jail in-
mates about six weeks ago, said Waldo
Smith, past president of the PRIDES.

The inmates have been out in Sun City
four times, picking sour oranges from or-
namental orange trees and collecting the
fallen fruit, Smith said.

“They did an excellent job for us," he'
said. “I have nothing but positive words for
what they did.”

Smith said his group is trying to get the
inmates back in Sun City to help.remove
weeds along Beardsley Road.

“These boys did nice work,” said Smith,
who worked with the inmates. “In fact, I
even counseled them to get their lives
straightened out .. and someday they can
live in Sun City. :

“You know (on hearing that), their eyes
lit up like a candle, so I think it kmd of got
to them.”

Maricopa County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce Capt.

See Program beautifies, A5




) Marr Simons, PRIDES pres-
lder_lt, said he’s enjoyed la-
boring alongside the inmates.

“They were very willing
workers: Hard workers and

pleasant and friendly,” he
said.

Simons said he wasn’t ner-
vous about working with
criminals, and the guards and
Inmates seemed to get along
well together.

“We’re hoping to get them
out here in the future,” Sim-
ons said. “I'd like to see this
made a more-or-less regular
thing.”

Wilson said he didn’t know
whep the inmates would next
be in Sun City. He said the
program can't respond to all
requests for its services be-
cause county budget cutbacks
limit the number of officers
available to supervise the
crew, and it’s sometimes hard
to find posse volunteers.

But he judged the program
a success. §

Simons said his group would
also welcome summer help
fg‘om non-convicts or dona-
tions to help the PRIDES
pur:chase supplies. Interested
residents can call 972-9529 or

send contributions to the

PRIDES at P.O. Box 1463, Sun
City, 85372.

Program
beautifies

property

—From-Al

David Wilson said the Sun
City landscaping is just part of
the inmate labor detail’s work.

“We kind of roam around
the Valley,” said Wilson, who
oversees the group of 24 in-
mates as commander of the
special projects division. Two
jail buses are used to trans-
port the detail.

“We drive around Maricopa
County going to different loc-
ations, usually upon request,”
Wilson said.

The jail crew — watched by
two or three armed detention
officers and a few posse vol-
unteers — has helped clean
up Van Buren Street in down-
town Phoenix and performed
landscaping and maintenance
work at sheriff’s substations.

The Sheriff's Office also ar-
‘ranges with some local land-
owners to have the inmate
detail glean produce left in
fields after the commercial
crop is picked, Wilson said.
The fruit and vegetables are
used in jail meals and left-
overs go to charity, he said.

Inmates in the work crew
are convicted of non-violent
crimes, usually serving 30-to-
60-day sentences, said Wilson,
who added that shoplifting
and driving under the in-
fluence are typical offenses.
There have been no escapes
from the program, he said.

Although some may receive
time off their sentences for
working, the inmates are not
paid, and they are assigned —
not volunteers, Wilson said.

“If they refuse to work, they

have to sit in a cell 23 hours a
day and they only get one visit
a week and one phone call a
week,” he said.
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'PRIDES spruce up

M From Al

mitted to keeping Sun City
clean while it was being built.
Once the developer pulled
out, it fell on the shoulders of
the residents to ensure it
stayed clean.

And people from all walks
of life have willingly donated
their time to help give a spit-
and-polish shine to their
neighborhoods. Pierce . said
the volunteers range in age
from 55 to 85. They are
women. They are men.

“The thing that's always
impressed me is the diversity
of people we have in the
PRIDES,” he said. “We have
people from blue-collar,
white-collar and no-collar
backgrounds. When you take
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the time to talk with them and
find out what they did in real
life, -it's amazing.

«One of the things that both
surprised me and pleased me
was the fact that both sexes
are well-represented. There
are many women in our group
whose - husbands are avid
golfers and they're not inter-
ested in golf. So, while their
husbands are out on the

course, they're working for the .

PRIDES.”

Howard Mathias, a retired
university professor, and his
wife, a retired elementary
school teacher, joined the
ranks of the PRIDES four
years ago. He said he wanted
to get involved not just to
protect the property value of

his neighborhood. but because

he doesn’t want Sun City to
struggle like other cities.

«] would hate to think of
what it would look like if we
weren’t here,” Mathias said.
“There are so many neighbor-
ing communities who are
struggling to do what we ac-
complish every day. I'm proud
that we're able to do this for
our community.”

Despite the fact that the
volunteers come from many
walks of life, there is one trait
that binds them all, Pierce
said.

“we're all a bunch of neat
freaks,” he said laughing.

Waldo Smith said that’s the

truth.
“Let me tell you, when I was

Sun City

farming, my farm was always
one of the neatest in the
area,’”’ said the 10-year
PRIDES veteran. “And be-
sides, I really enjoy the out-
door work, and I want to keep
Sun City neat and clean.”

Not every resident of Sun
City wants to join the
PRIDES, but the group’s
cleanliness motto does rub off
on all the citizens of the
community, Pierce said.

“We set a tone for the
community in that the com-
munity see us out there
cleaning up and they're more
apt to clean up themselves,”
he said. “T'll see people out
walking and they’ll pick up
trash as they go.”
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Steve Chernek/Daily News-Sun

Jim Gibbons hops over flowing
rainwater while cleaning the 99th:
Avenue drainage ditch north of
Thunderbird Boulevard in Sun City
Sofurdoy

Volunteers
clear debris
in Sun Cities

By GREG ZEMEIDA
Staff writer

They may not be in the army, but

+ these volunteers do more at 6 a.m.
 every Saturday than many people do

all weekend.

They belong to the Sun City and
Sun City West PRIDES, two non-
profit organizations dedicated to
‘keeping their communities looking

_their best.
And this past Saturday, like every

Saturday, they were out in force.
This past weekend, however, they
had several extra loads — branches
and debris from Thursday's mon-
soon.

Every weekend, hundreds of vol-
‘unteers from both groups perform
maintenance and beautification work
along the main streets running
through their communities. Their
duties include sweeping streets,
trimming trees, spraying weeds and
even painting trees, among other
projects.

Ed Pierce, president of the Sun-
City PRIDES (Proud Residents In-
dependently Donating Essential
Services), said his chapter was
formed in 1980, just after Del Webb
finished construction in the area and
no longer performed upkeep there.

“When they pulled out, it became
obvious someone had to do some-
thing,” he said.

It would be easy to take the
PRIDES for granted after several
years of community cleanup. There's
little glory in sweeping up someone'’s
mess and sprucing the landscape.
But Thursday's storm brought the

. PRIDES back into the spotlight.
With downed branches and scat-

tered debris everywhere, the Sun
Cities really needed tidied up.

PRIDES are involved in mére than
just storm cleanup detail. Today, the
group has more than 300 volunteers
to cover the 210 miles of streets in
Sun City. Each year, they provide
more than 62,000 hours of work.

That much effort is not surprising
considering what they do. Volunteers
trim, feed and water about 2,600
trees, remove tons of debris and

» See Sun Cities, A5
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is also run on

charity contributions, with the ma-
“We will be on our own and a lot

of this we will have to depend on
contributions from the residents and

The organization
the Del Webb Corp. That bothers

Ward a bit because the PRIDES’

contributions from the business

leading sponsor will be out of town
community,” he said.

jority of cash donations coming from
within the next year.

were

Tom Kostal, a former president of
the group, said he signed up just

er monsoon’s mess
after the group formed because he
wanted to keep the city clean. He
serves as a monitor near the Sun-
dome Center for the Performing Arts,

but pointed out that there
really no bosses in the group. He

said no one gets any special treat-

ment, even if they were a doctor,
lawyer or company president before

moving to Sun City West.

!

“When you retire, your past is your

past,” Kostal said.

The group may hold a special

fund-raiser in the future-

Sun Cities PRIDES clean up aft

H From A1

maintain the county's automatic wa-
tering system, which has 26 miles of
underground piping and 2,385 bubb-
ler heads.

PRIDES volunteers said it's worth
all the time and energy.

“We love it here and we want to
keep it this way,” said Leila Alex-
ander, a 12-year participant..

Waldo Smith agreed, adding that
this type of work comes naturally to
-him.

“I've always been a stickler for

— =

neatness,” he said.

Dick Ward, president of the Sun
City West PRIDES (Particular Resi-
dents Involved Doing Environmental
Services), said his volunteers share
the same feelings about their com-
munity. He said he joined the group
along with the local sheriff's posse
because they performed a service
that was unique.

“I thought that would be a great
thing to be part of,” Ward said.

The Sun City West group was es-
tablished in 1982 and boasts more

than 300 members. Volunteers cover
about 19 miles of streets in the area.
They perform about 11,000 hours of
work each year, saving the county
about $114.000.

Bob Strausser, the irrigation su-
pervisor, said volunteers also have to
check on 35 miles of piping around
the area. He said he joined the
group eight years ago because it al-
lowed him to socialize with other
people and was good exercise.

“It’'s the thrill of volunteering,”
Strausser said.
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Vaugh Oberlink,
above, of the Sun
City PRIDES uses a
leaf blower to
clean pine needles
at Del Webb and
Thunderbird
boulevards
Saturday. At photo
left, Waldo Smith,
left, and Charlie
Boothe cut and
remove a dying
tree they felled
near Del Webb
and Thunderbird
boulevards.
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Members of the Sun City Pride Club clean the debris from the median In front of every Saturday and is hoping to recrult more members for Its ¢

% ot

Bell Camino Center. The 11-member group meets In front of the shopping center

Pride sparks SC clean-up group

“$un City instills pride in

many of ils residents.

But one group in particu-
lar is hoping to Instill that
pride into all Sun Citians
and get them to-demon-
ztrate it ) o
THE NEWLY-forme
and loosely-operated
group has chosen Lhe
name Sun City Pride
Club. And its main goal is
o “'keep Sun City the way
It was when we first saw
i

In other words, the club
could be called a clean-up
commiltee.

L.D. Hutson, Joe Mcln-
tyre and Tom Cowley are
the leaders of an 11-mem-
ber operation that cleans
different streets and me-
dians in Sun City every
Saturday morning.

WMSUN CITY was one of

the prettiest cities In the
United States when it was
under Del Webb,”" Hutson
says, “‘but since Del Webb
turned it over to the coun-
ty, the streets have deteri-
orated.”

Cowley adds, “We're a
group of people who feel
the town is going down the

H’Iclay‘ May 2,

1980 NEWS-suN

draln and we want to do Sedona who every da "Theﬁ' appreciate any

something about it.”

Of course the Pride Club
Is not the only group to
try to keep Sun City clean.
AND -MCINTYRE - is-

. quick lo .add,.''We recog- -

nize that there are people '
doing this of whom we
have no knowledge, espe-
clally the people on 107th
Avenue. They're not asso-
clated with any group and
we'd like them to either
join ours or just keep up
what they're doing."

The Pride Club is similar
lo a group of citizens in

clean up around the Oa
Creek area. Though the
three Sun Citlans said
they were unaware of the
group. they called it
Sworthwhile,™ o = .7

The ‘idea started in’ th
latter part of March when
McIntyre wrote a letter to
the editor challenging all
Sun Citians to help him
pick up oranges the fol-
lowing Saturday. That
was March 22 and the
members have been In-
creasing and cleaning ev-
ery Saturday since then.

HUTSON says the the
counlty took over the
cleaning operation .south
of Grand Avenue in Sep-
tember of 1978. At that
time, he said, the county
had a six-man crew to
clean up, pull weeds and
trim the trees. :
When the streets north of
Grand were turned over
to the county in April of
this year, the six-man
crew remained the same
size. *'The county had four
men and two women to
clean and trim trees for
400 miles of streets. An
impossible job,” Hutson
sald.

He added that the county
personnel can only clean
individual streets once or
twice a year.

HUTSON SAID the coun-
ty is receptive to the idea
of a group helping out.

help they can get because
of theig gmall budget, and

they 't anticipate an
incpesfer . ..,
So f{{r "the group has

-helpell’ clean the area

fromGrand Avenue: to
Bell Road and from 9#9th
Avenue to Del Webb Bou-
levard, Hutson sald.
“Mostly weeds and or-
anges,”

Mclntyre said the group
meet§ at about 6:30 a.m.

everyiSaturday in front of
Bell Camino . Center and
work¥ for an hour and a
half fp two hours. He says

he hopes to recruit more
members to aid in the
cleaniup.
“IFRYE can instill some
pridef and get about 200
peoplé, we could break up
Into §eams,"”” Mclntyre

%ﬂd'&urse they're willing
to wer any questions
and '§et more volunteers
overfthe telephone. Hut-
son ¢pn be reached at 977-
8291 JCowley at 9744127,
Mcinjyre at 974-6870, and
another member, Anna

Foster, at 974-2202.
“Sug City is the greatest

volufjteer group in the
world.” Hutson said. ""We
want] to keep Sun City
beautiful, so the volun-
teersjmay need some mo-
tivation.”

The} motivation here;
though, is a clean commu-
nity nd a sense of pride.

lean-up campalgn.
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Mary Plaltal (ieft) Lella Alexander and Dot Bartley, Sun C:ty Prides members stuff tree tnmmmgs mto trash bags during a cleanup outing.
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By THELMA HEATWOLE
Special for The Republic

SUN CITY — It was 6:30 on a

eptember morning, and Fritzie

Holquist was surrounded by a lively

task force of senior citizens, all mem-
bers of the Sun City Prides.

Holguist, Prides work coordinator,
reminded volunteers, their work clothes
topped with orange safety vests, ~that
rain had washed sand from roadsides to
sidewalks and streets. Assignments this
day were well defined.-

“T need four people to take brooms,
dustpans, rakes and traffic cones to Bell
Road,” she said, outlining the work
area.

Four retirees immediately stepped
forth.

Others were dispatched to Union
Hills Drwe, to 99th Avenue and various

- locales of need.

Task-forcé members, arriving in Cad-
illacs, Lincolns, golf carts, even motor-
cyles, meet early Saturday mornings.

During the morning hours, they work
in 33 sections of this retirement com-
munity to keep the parkways, medians,
curbs and gutters clean and trim along
the 210 miles of streets. They wield
brooms, dustpans, weed sprayers and

Prides of Sun CIW

Volunteer group keeps commumty splc an'd span'

aint brushes in maintenance and
eautification.

Dewane Lamka, a Pndes member,
was wielding a broom in the ear]y

morning sunshine.

“The thing that really impressed us

about Sun City was what the Prides had

accomplished, that it was a neat and
clean place to live. We-wanted-to-help -

keep it that way,” Lamka said.’ ““In the

summer, by the time the sun peeps over- ..
the hills, we have already been at work .

a half hour.”

Holquist coordinates work of “the
section monitors and scouts the city
during the week to find areas needing
supplemental work by the task force.
She acts as liaison with Maricopa
County Highway Department workers,
reporting areas of need.

"Elma Flynn worked on a median
along Bell Road, picking up rubbish and
irksome cigarette butts.

“We tell any new workers, just to
keep-it (the mediana) like you would
your back yard,” Flynn said. \

Sun City has 29 miles of pa.rkways

with grass- or desert-landscaped medi-

ans and rights of ways. There are more
than 3,200 trees and plantings on the
medians and 11 miles of drainage ways

that need to be kept free of rubbish.

“Prides members provide more than
62 000 hours of work each year in
'mamtammg these streets and park-
ways,” Prides President Joe Mclntyre
said. “Officials of the county confirm an
estimated value of services provided by
-rthe Prides to be.in excess .of $500,000
annually.”

Ohvmusl,y, the P.rldes ergqx thelr
work,

Hank Wohlwend a former newspaper

photographer from Clmton, Iowa, de-
signed the Prides logo.
" “For some reason, I like tree trim-
ming,” Wohlwend sa:d working on that
detail. “I guess it is because I can see
the results of the work.”

The Prides have a headquarters
building, constructed at cost by Del

- Webb, that houses Lhelr trucks and

extensive equ1pment

“We get a lot of support from cntlzens,
business and clubs. * said McIntyre, who
founded the group in 1980.

The Prides received the Pres:dent
Volunteer Action Award in April from
President Reagan. McIntyre went to
Washington, to accept the medal, one of
18 given in the nation.

October 9, 1985
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Sun City Prides’ vans and
crews are familiar sights on
neighborhood streets. Prides -
are, from left, Laura Mahan,
Ralph Ossa, known for irriga-
tion system expertise, and
Prides founder Joe McIntyre.
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_ wvested Sun City Prides cleanup army on its mission to keep Sun City beautiful.

phofos\by Jim Painter
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THE PRIDES OF SUN CITY, ARIZONA

KEEP THEIR PARADISE PRETTY

The Prides from Sun City, Arizona, are housewives (domestic engineers),
retired doctors, dentists, military personnel, civil employees, engineers,
accountants....dedicated seniprs with new titles. These include, but are
not limited to, landscape artists (paint tree trunks), tree surgeons (trim
tree trunks), flood control engineers (pick up debris in drain ditches),
soil improvement technicians (dig weeds), sanitation engineers (sweep curb-

sides) and mapologists (maintain and replace street name signs).

And there are advantages to becoming a Prides member....work close to home,
permanent work on a part-time basis, short hours, guaranteed lifetime fringe
benefits and no experience is necessary. By now, you've correctly determined

that the Prides are Sun City retiree residents helping to keep their portion

of America beautiful.

Sun City street and parkway maintenance is the responsibility of Maricopa
County. And with the budget and manpower available, the County meets the
standards it has set for itself. However, the resident Prides have decided

to go beyond those standards. The 340 active members devote a total of

hours monthly to keeping Sun City spic and span and sparkling. One day a
week, Prides members follow their early morning toil with a hearty breakfast

at a local restaurant.

For more information about the Sun City Prides, write P. 0. Box 1463, Sun

City, Arizona 85372,

1/19/82
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Volunteers donate timé with pride

By ED PIERCE

This is the first in what we plan to
be a series of articles designed to
inform the Daily News-Sun readers
of the purposes and activities of the
Sun City PRIDES. The name is an
acronym for Proud Residents In-
dependently Donating Essential
Services.

The organization was started in
1980. At that time, the Del Webb
Corp. had completed the develop-
ment of Sun City and it soon became
apparent to the residents that Mar-
icopa County would not be able or
willing to maintain the various
streets and medians at the previous
level.

Qur founder, Joe McIntyre, wrote a
letter to the editor of this newspaper
asking anyone interested in helping
him to meet him at a certain spot on
the following Saturday morning to
start cleaning up the streets. The
rest, as the saying goes, is history.

As time went on, the organization
was formalized, bylaws were written,

PRIDES
corner

it was incorporated, and permission
was granted by the U.S. Internal
Revenue Service to receive non-
profit status. In cooperation with
Maricopa County officials, a division
of labor, material, and services was
agreed upon and this cooperation
continues to this day.

The PRIDES is not a club, itis a
service organization. We charge no
dues, no uniform fees, and we de-
pend entirely on the community of
Sun City for donations to keep us
going. We do not have fund drives,
nor do we lend our name to com-
mercial organizations. The “I,” for

“independently,” in our name is
closely followed.

There is an organized division of
labor within the PRIDES. A coor-
dinator for each of Phase I, Phase II,
and Phase III of Sun City is respon-
sible for assigning upkeep tasks to
members within those areas of the
community. In addition, there are
groups or individuals in charge of
tree-trimming, watering, tree-
painting, etc. You may have seen
these people at work at various
times of the week, or you may have
seen the squad at work all over town
early Saturday mornings. You may
have even seen several of us eating
breakfast together after we work on
Saturdays.

In subsequent articles, we hope to
explain the duties of our several
sections. In the meantime, if you
would like to help us in our motto of
“Keeping Sun City beautiful,” you
can reach us at P.O."Box 1463, Sun
City, Ariz. 85372, or at 972-6558.

Ed Pierce is president of the Sun
City PRIDES.

—
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PRIDES sweep 1st woman

3T Oy
Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun
Elaine Olson is the first fe-
male -president of the Sun

City PRIDES.

By DAVID MILLER
Staff writer

" 'Elaine Olson. wasn’t kidding

when she said she wanted to

" clean up this town.

* In nearly 16 years with the
Sun City PRIDES, Olson has
taken that pledge to heart.
And she’s put it in action, by
patrolling Sun City’s streets
and sweeping them of un-
sightly garbage. '

The efforts of Olson and
volunteers like her is readily
apparent in Sun City. A ran-
dom drive down most neigh-
borhoods reveals spotless av-
enues and manicured medi-
ans.

“Active retirement” may be
the buzzword here, but the
PRIDES are proactive as well,

into group’s top position

in keeping their " retirement
home free 6f trash.

A tal¥ with Olson, the
PRIDES new president and its
first female leader, reveals a
bit dbout why she’s so dedi-
catedl to the clean-up cause.

The yard of her Sun City
home is meticulously
groomed, with desert land-
scaping mixed with trees and
figurines. A young relative,
sunbathing in back, says thg
inside of her home is just as
nice. i

“It’s spotless,” she said.

Olson makes no fuss about
the work she does with the
PRIDES. But she sees the ef-
fort as vital to the community,
and says the group® saves the
county $500,000 a year.

» See Volunteers save, A5

Volunteers
save county
thousands

<4 From A1

‘Maricopa County officials,
meanwhile, say the number is
higher than that.

Henry Quinonez, public
works supervisor for the
Northwest Valley, said the
PRIDES save the county be-
tween $800,000 and $1 million,...
each yearsbased* on’ man- °

‘ hours calculated at $8 an

hour. i

Without the volunteers, he
said, “the work would still get
done, but it would take a lot,
lot longer.”

The PRIDES 4ren’t simply
roaming the streets, doing
tough work that no one else
can, though. Olson said there’s
a social aspect as well,

“We make a fun thing out of
it,” she said recently. “You go
out maybe twice a month, and
then go to breakfast. It's a
social thing.”

She doesn’t make a big deal,

- either, about being president. {
In fact, she was surprised at
being given the nod, but says
she’s had support from the
group’s 321 members.

“The guys said it was long
overdue.”
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George Kramer of the Sun City
PRIDES shows Chisato Nagai of
Japan how to prune a citrus tree in
Sun Cny Fr:day

')

Japanese group learns
from Sun City PRIDES

By BECKY BEVINS
DAILY NEWS-SUN

The Sun City PRIDES (Proud
Residents Independently Donating
Essential Services) Inc. did what
they do best on Friday. Members
showed 17 visitors from Japan the
importance of giving back to your
community and the feeling of a job

_ well done.

The tour group, w:th the help of
the PRIDES, spent about an hour
raking, pruning trees and picking up
garbage. In Japan volunteer activity
is not very active, said Takanori
Bessho, ‘a' 28-year-old resident of
Shimane, Japan, speaking through an
interpreter. “We spend our whole
lives, even through retirement, over-
working in the private sector so vol-
unteering isn’t something many

£ i, v

‘unteering and gmng back to the
. community.

people do in Japan.”

The group of youths call them-
selves Shimane Youth Goodwill
Wings. They are traveling to six
cities in Arizona and California spe-
cifically to experience what it is like
to volunteer. The group spent '
Thursday working for the Red Cross
in San Francisco. f

The purpose of their trip to thej
United States is to take what they
have learned back to their country so |
that they can create a greater
awareness of the importance of vol-

‘“I want to try’ and get a hint of \
what it (volunteering) is about so that |
I can take that feeling back to my
country for others to expand on,’

B See $un CItIans, A5 ;
— -
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said Yukio Kurotami, 29. Sun [¥'.
City is of particular interest to '
the Japanese philanthropists
because their Japanese state,
Shimane, is composed largely

of senior citizens, Bessho said.

The members of PRIDES
were happy to infect others
with the spirit of giving and
the importance of contributing
to their community.

“It makes me very proud to
be a PRIDE,” said Waldo
Smith, who guided the young
squad of workers. “Helping
others to make their commu-
nity better is very important.”




PRIDES

when is a park not a park?

3y JEFF OWENS
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Wednesday, March 17, 1999

The park doesn’t really have a
name. It's just there — 1.6 decaying
acres of private property that have
neen for sale for years with no takers
it the southwest intersection of Del
Vebb and Thunderbird boulevards.

The members of the Sun City
'RIDES call it Thunderbird Park, or

rog Park people can often be
«een walking their dogs there in the
norning and late afternoon.

The PRIDES don’t own the park,
ut should probably be able to call it
:nything they want — they're the
‘nes who've tended to it for the last
everal years, stopping by each Sat-
:rday morning to clean it up.

Dog Park is often a mess though.

Monday morning, only two days af-
er the PRIDES were last there,
lastic gargage bags lay in the small
arking lot awaiting pickup. One
‘oncrete bench lay in pieces on the
round; others were cracked and
‘rumbling. The ragged black plastic
wvhich underlies the park’s thin ven-
zer of gravel desert landscaping is
‘isible all over the place. Much of
nat gravel is strewn about the
sidewalk which winds through the
sark.

People do go there — all the cig-
irette butts in the blackened tins on
he several otherwise attractive
roncrete tables attest to {hat A
:rude sign tells people to clean up
after their dogs.

“About 12 to 15 people come in
very morning with their dogs,” said
"aughn Oberlink, one of the PRIDES
nembers who stops by to clean each
veekend. “They come back in the
>vening and let their dogs do their
ob again.”

Oberlink said he finds the park’s
;ix wastebaskets full every Saturday.
They were full again by Monday
morning.

The PRIDES’

Rosemary Lynch

Woody and Carole, seated, their collie, Bay,

Steve Chernek/Daily News-Sun

and Carol Calhoun and her cocker/Brittany spaniel mix, met

Tuesday at the park on vacant lots near Del Webb and Thunderbird boulevards in Sun City.

said the park is owned by two
women in Texas who have “little
interest” in its upkeep.

Several years ago, Lynch said,
“The PRIDES were dissatisfied with
the unkempt appearances of the
park, and with permission from the
owners to maintain the grounds, the
PRIDES agreed to spruce it up on a
regular basis.”

None of which was necessarily as
polite as it sounds, however: Lynch
said when contacted and told the

park was a mess, the owners first
“got real snotty. They said ‘We didn’t
ask you’ and ‘Stay off our property.””

PRIDES squad leader Waldo
Smith said the women changed their
tune and their tone when he asked
them if perhaps they would like a
phone call and a clean-up bill from
Maricopa County.

After that they let the PRIDES
care for the land, but still, Smith
said, “They refuse to do anything
about the park I tried to get them to

give it to the PRIDES. They refused
to do it. I wish they'd get on the ball
and take care of it themselves, but
they won't.”

The owners “don’t want to be
bothered” said Prudential real estate
broker Bruce Milton, who is handling
the sale of the property. Milton de-
clined to identify the owners Tues-
day, but said the asking price for the
property is $8 per square foot, which
prices the park at slightly more than
$550,000.
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PRIDES llve up to their name

Brem Whiting/The Arizona Republic
Members of the Sun City West PRIDES work on a cleanup project earlier this month.
Members donate at least 90 minutes a week to keeping their community spruced up.

Keeping Sun Cities looking great

By Jim Gintonio
The Arizona Republic

SUN CITIES — When a few people
got together almost 20 years ago to do a
little cleanup work on the streets of Sun
City, little did they realize that they were
setting in motion a unique project.

What evolved was a group called the
PRIDES. Sun City hasn’t looked the same
since.

“They mean a great deal to the commu-
nity, and they make a big difference,” said
lone Boynton, the executive director of the
Sun City Home Owners Association.

More than 300 Sun City residents are
involved in the organization, whose acro-
nym stands for Proud Residents Independ-
ently Donating Essential Services.

In Sun City West, its PRIDES group, in
.its 15th year, also has 300-plus members.

—7HIIIIB, Jfrom Page 1

and a half, we did a little PR work
.. and more advertising. We’re finding
our group of people are more
gung-ho to this kind of work be-
cause it shows and they can-say they
are proud. People are thankful be-
cause we keep it so nice.”
Any day of the week, any hour,
. there’s a chance that someone will
be out trimming trees, raking leaves
or picking up litter.

The goals are basically the same, accord-
ing to Dick Ward, past president.

Del Webb had a profound influence in
both communities.

“When he left, everyone wanted to keep
Sun City as nice as it was,” said the
group’s secretary, Barbara Robinson. “The
county can only do so much. Even though
it started out as a small group, other peo-
ple started seeing what they were doing,
and it just grew.”

The PRIDES don't let the grass grow
under the feet of newcomers. After some-

“one has settled in, an invitation offering

membership arrives.

“We don’t have a lack of volunteers,
but we were a little concerned at one
time,” Robinson said. “But the last year

— Please see PRIDES, Page 7
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When Del Webb left, everyone wanted to keep Sun City as
nice as it was. The county can only do so much. Even though
it started out as a small group, other people started seeing
what they were doing, and it just grew.

BARBARA RoBINSON
SECRETARY, SUN CITY PRIDES

“Everyone has certain jobs to
. do,” Robinson said. “Picking or-
. anges, picking up branches that
have blown over. We have a lot of
people donating time.”
You can tell the fair citizens of
Sun City by their shirts with the
PRIDES logo and the motto,

“Keeping Sun City Beautiful.”

Sun City West workers tidy up
and do landscaping and other duties
for at least 90 minutes on Saturday
morning, and soome work as long
as three or four hours,

“When the developer was here,” do.”

Ward said, “people remarked about
the cleanliness of the community,
and that’s a very poem\e factor. It
impacts a person’s personality. If |
felt the effort was not with merit, 1
would have found something else to

VF
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PRIDES continue
Labor Day. tradition
of. replacing flags

‘sy BRUCE ELLISON =
DRILY NEWS-SUN - '

As a giant American flag was secured to
the lines on its "70-foot pole Saturday
morning, then slowly hoisted to unfurl in
the brilliant sunshine’and a light breeze, a
handful of people in the nearby Taco Beil
stopped munching and turned to watch.

A man refueling his car at the Union 76
service station across the street followed
the flag with his eyes, one hand on the gas
pump the other across his heart.

r

But the six members of the Sun City -
PRIDES who raised the flag were too busy

to notice. They had:their hands full — lit-
‘erally — with the 12-foot by 18-foot flag,
one of three they raised that morning at
107th and Grand avenues in Sun City.

An Arizona state flag, and a Sun City
flag, both much smaller, were hoisted on
nearby smaller poles.

It's a regular Labor Day weekend chore,
said PRIDE board member Rosemary
Lynch, who was there making sure the
flags didn’t touch the ground in the
process.

“We take the ﬂags down in summer to
protect them from the monsoon rains and
the high wind” which could tear a flag
from its moorings, she said.

New ones go up on Labor Day, though

the PRIDES, especially volunteer Leila

Alexandra, may be able to repair a slightly
damaged flag.

The national emblem doesn’t come
cheap. The U.S. flag and its Arizona coun-
terpart cost a little more than $400, Lynch
said. They come from Hook’s Flag Shop in
Glendale.

Up in the cherry picker truck doing the
connecting was John Lines, the PRIDES
first vice president. He had to adjust the
ropes so the snaps exactly matched the
grommets in the new flag, keeping it stiff,
not limp.

A bucket truck wasn't always needed,

said Ed Pierce, another board member who
was on hand with wife, Ellen.
“But we had a flag stolen a few years back,
80 we shortened the rope and moved it up
off the ground so folks couldn’t get at it.
That's why we need the cherry picker
now.”

The PRIDES also maintain the flood-
lights that shine on the flags, one require-
ment for banners that are left aloft at
night. That means making regular changes
in the bulbs as they burn out, Lynch said,
but not paying for the electnmty

“I don’t know who does that,” she said.
“Maybe the merchants in the center.”

Although the triple flag-raising caught
the eye of some bystanders, few who
passed in cars seemed to take much notice
of the process.

In about 45 minutes, all three flags were
proudly in the air, and the PRIDES headed
back to their workshop near 91st Avenue
and Greenway Road.

Vi
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Sun City Prides Jim Dircks, Waldo Smith and La Verne Grimsrud bag oranges that were picked along
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Greenway Road. The Prides leave trash bags alongside main roads, where county workers can then pick

the_rr] up.
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Prides keep Sun City clean

VOLUNTEERS: Sun
Cities among
cleanest streets in
the Valley

JEFF OWENS
DAILY NEWS-SUN

If you see an empty beer bot-
tle, a discarded fast food bag or a
crumpled cigarette pack littering
the side of any major road
through Sun City, you better look
fast — it likely won't be there for
long.

While
the rest of
the Valley
struggles
with an
increasing
avalanche
of ugly debris discarded by road-
side litterbug motorists, volun-
teers of the Sun City Prides pride
themselves on keeping major
local throughways almost spot-
lessly clean.

A recent Arizona State Univer-

Prides new
officers, A3

sity study revealed that just |

about everybody litters, including
those who move to the Valley to

appreciate the beauty of the
desert.
And while Phoenix. Mesa,

Tempe, Scottsdale and other cit-
ies struggle to stem the tide of
trash, the Prides simply get the
job done in Sun City, with con-
siderable help from Maricopa
County.

“We pick up anything and
everything that's there and
shouldn't be,” said Waldo Smith,
Prides president. “We get the job
done.”

The Prides take it upon them-
selves to clean up all major Sun
City arteries which. technically,
are Maricopa County's responsi-
bility. They gather trash, trim

from A1

foliage and fertilize trees. They
pick up fruit, particularly
oranges.

“We try to get people to come
in and pick them and ship them
to California or Canada for mar-
malade.” Smith said.

The Maricopa County Public
Works Department usually col-
lects the Prides’ near-bursting
orange trash bags on Mondays.
“They haul away all the debris we
pick up,” Smith added. “We get
wonderful cooperation from Mari-
copa County.”

“They're really doing the
county a favor by doing all the
kitchen policing.” said Kenneth
Tyma of the Sun City Home Own-
ers Association. “That's why it's
always so clean here — those
people are always out there. The
Prides are out there keeping it

mornings to do the extra work
that can't be done any other way.
The Prides, overall, are the finest
people to work with in the world.”

In addition to the major
streets, they also clean up along
Grand Avenue, which, on paper,
is the state Transportation
Department’s responsibility. The
Prides prefer not to wait that
long, though.

“We shouldn't, but it's the only
way it gets done,” Smith said. “I
wouldn't say (ADOT) is uncooper-
ative, but theyre not out here
much.”

When the drainage ditches are
especially full of mud or debris,
the Prides can call out bigger
guns: the Maricopa County Sher-
ilf's Department provides a dump
truck, a backhoe and chain
gangs of inmates. Traffic control
is provided by the Sun City Sher-
ilf's Posse. H

immaculate.”

“They rake. bundle. cu' and
trim — almost like a maniure.”
said Frank Urquiza, the Maricopa
County Public Works assistant
supervisor in charge of Sun City.
“Look down any street in Phoenix
to see how bad the problem has
become. The Prides do a heck of a
job.”

“We hold our part of the bar-
gain by picking it all up.” Urquiza
said. "I get any stull they can't
handle or need help with.”

The county gives the Prides the
tools they need: orange trash
bags. boxes. gloves and salety
vests.

Hundreds of Prides work all
week long on a strictly volunteer
basis to clean the medians. road-
sides, drainage dilches and rail-
road tracks.

“Anybody works whenever its
comfortable for them.,” Smith
said. “We work Saturday

many telephone complaints about
roadside litter "because it never
seems to stay on the ground long
enough to cause a problem. “Ev-
erybody knows the Prides take
care of it.” one staffer said.

“That's one of the big features
about the sign that says 'City of
Volunteers,™ Tvma said. '

Smith said the Prides do their
job well, but there is one contin-
ual and particularly vexing prob-
lem: cigarette butts.

“They are an absolutely
shamelul thing.” he said. “It's
impossible for us to pick them all
up.

The Prides in tumn are gratified
that the community appreciates
their elforts.

“Businesses, clubs and indi-
viduals give us monev. and
they've taken care of our needs
very adequatelv,” Smith said.
“We've never had to ask for

HOA staffers say they don't get - ~
See Prides pride, AS Sy L g money. ;01/ i o)
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Espiridion Orozco of the Arizona Highway Adoption Co. cleans up!
trash along Interstate 17 north of mile marker 227 just north of

Phoenix.

Study shows nearly everyone |
guilty of having been litterbug

CLEAN STATE: Even
those who move for
beauty of desert
likely guilty

JOE KULLMAN
DAILY NEWS-SUN

The profile of the typical
despoiler of the Arizona desert is
simple: almost anyone.

An Arizona State University
study for the Arizona Clean and
Beautiful organization found the
description of the common litter-
bug can't be pinned down to any
particular ethnic or age groups,
education or income levels.

Residents of upscale areas are
not any less likely to be among
the culprits, the study concluded.
Even people who indicated

interest in environmental causes
admitted they're not blameless.

Ninety-eight percent of the
people surveyed said they have
littered.

So as the Valley's population
increases, it's not surprising to
sée a proportionate rise in litter- |
ing and illegal trash dumping, |
officials said. But some still find
the growing problem ironic.

“People say they move here for
the beauty of the area and want
land preservation to save pristine
desert. But then they're making‘
our roadsides look like landfills,” |
said Dennis Enriquez of Scotts- |
dale’s Environment Management

department.

Enriquez recently directed a
“litter audit” along a scenic two-
mile stretch of Scottsdale Road

See Study shows, AS
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north of Frank Lloyd Wright Bou-
levard. Beer cans, fast-food con-
tainers, cigarette packs and plas-
tic shopping bags were
predominant among the 1.774
items of trash found there. That
figured out to litter coming from
about one of every 22 cars pacs-
ing by.

The problem isn't limited to
roadsides. The picturesque open
spaces in the Valley's outlving
areas “apparently look like a big
garbage can” to many people with
old cars, furniture. household
appliances and construction
materials to ditch, said Carla (her
legal name), director of a non-
profit group that supports Scotts-
dale’s preservation efforts.

About 220,000 acres in those
fringe areas are undeveloped
state lands. Close to 300 tons of
trash were taken from those
areas in cleanups in the 1997 98
fiscal vear, according to the stote
Land Department. In the 1998-99
fiscal year, cleanups hauled off
almost 650 tons. including 140
abandoned cars and 2.000 tires.

Dumping and other abuse.
particularly damage caused by
off-road vehicles, has prompted
the Land Department to fence off

several thousand acres in and
around north Phoenix, north
Scottsdale, Peoria and Apache
Junction.

The dumping in remote areas
puzzles Gerry Backhaus of Chan-
dler's solid waste management
department.

“People will drive miles and
miles out to the desert to dump a
washing machine to save $5 it
would cost to get into a landfill
that's a lot closer,” he said. “It
doesn’'t make sense.”

Backhaus and Steve Such, a
Tempe waste inspection supervi-
sor, said they're seeing more ille-
gal dumping in alleyways and
vacant lots.

The trend is frustrating, they
said, because Valley towns and
cities have been trying to make it
easier for people to dispose of
hazardous malerials and large
trash items.

Tempe has built a permanent
hazardous waste center near
McClintock Road and University
Drive where people can take
refuse not permitted in regular
household trash and recycling
containers.

“There's not much excuse for
(illegal dumping),” Backhaus
said. "It really gets down to

‘People say they move
here for the beauty of
the area and want land
preservation to save
pristine desert. But
then they’re making our
roadsides look like
landfills.’
Dennis Enriquez
Environment Management
department, Scottsdale

people being too lazy.”
Stricter enforcement in some

‘Valley communities, with fines

that can go up to $1,000. is curb-
ing some of the problem, said Ari-
zona Clean and Beautiful director
Leandra Lewis. But the long-term
solution is education, she said.

“Part of the problem is the
amount of migration of people
into and out of the state . . . they
don’t develop a sense of commit-
ment to their communities. They
look at trash on the streets as
someone else’s problem,” Lewis
said.

But she sees positive signs
around the Valley. Her organiza-
tion has recruited several thou-
sand volunteers to work with its
environmental education pro-
grams and cleanup projects. Civic
groups, Boy Scout troops and
other community organizations
are also giving the state Land
Department thousands of volun-
teer hours annually to help
remove trash from the open
desert.

Lewis estimates almost
$3 million is spent annually
statewide for removing litter and
cleaning up illegal dump sites.
That taxpayer expense would
almost double without volunteer
aid. she said.

Environmental and sanitation
officials said residents also need
to learn how much illegal dump-
ing by businesses burdens the
public purse.

Much of the trash cities, towns
and the state have to haul from
alleys, vacant lots and open
desert areas comes from land-
scaping and construction compa-
nies trying to avoid landfill costs,
officials said.

“If people see who's doing this,
they need to let us know.,” said

Backhaus, “because it's costing
all of us more monev everv vear.”
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SUN CITY: Buyer for
marmalade company
buys local fruit

BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Those decorative Seville
oranges falling onto Sun Cily
streets these days could soon be
headed for Canada or Great Brit-
ain as tart marmalade.

For years, commercial orange
pickers have criss-crossed Sun
City streets about this time of
year. offering to pick and remove
the sour oranges that grow in
abundance on landscape trees.

Those oranges generally are
sold to the country's biggest
maker of jams and jellies, the
J.M. Sinucker Co., of Orrville,
Ohio. which processes them into
marmalade at a plant in Watson-
ville, Calif.

Others are shipped directly to
Canada for processing, said
James Truman of the University
of Arizona Citrus Experiment Sta-
tion near Surprise. '

But this year, there's some-
thing new in the equatlion: a
shortage of oranges.

That has prompted fruit broker

- Michael Lindahl to plead with
homeowners and condo associa-
tions for the first time. *I need
oranges,” he said in an interview
Monday.

And. for the first time, Lindahl
is offering to buy picked oranges,
not just clean them up.

He said he’ll pay 4 cents a
pound for the sour oranges deliu-
ered to the large bins he has
around the south end of Sun
City.

He's also offered the PRIDES 4
cents a pound for the oranges
PRIDES members may harvest in
their Saturday cleanup efforts.

Waldo Smith, PRIDES presi-
dent. said the group acts as a
representative of the Recreation
Cenlers in cleaning up oranges
from the goll courses, rec centers
and other public areas, and dis-
posing of them.

The purchase offer, he said, is
a first and one that will require
board approval since the PRIDES
<onarallv dan't sell anything.

Daily News-Sun » Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2000
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A spokeswoman at the
Smucker company confirmed that
Lindahl is buying oranges for that
company but declined to provide
other details of the company's
operations.

Other sources in the jam and
jelly industry, however, said that
most of the marmalade made from
Sun Cily oranges is for export (o
Canada and the U.K.. where resi-
dents prefer a tart product.

In the United Stares, most of us
want sweet marmalade.

Nan Fraser, a Sun City dress
shop owner who's from Glasgow,
Scotland, said “it's true that we
like it without as much sugar,”
and added that it was hard to get
accustomed to the sweeter Ameri-
can product.

Lindahl said the Sun City
oranges — they generally weren't
planted in Sun City West — “are
the sole raw malerial source for
Smucker,” which probably uses
commercial oranges for the
sweeter marmalade.

According to the International
Jelly and and Preserve Association

See Oranges shipped, A5
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Oranges from a Sun City condominium complex
fill a bin Tuesday. e —




Oranges shipped
out for marmalade
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in Atlanta, marmalade is “a
kingly delicacy, and many a
royal sweet tooth demanded an
array of fruit flavors rich with
sugar,”

The association said marma-
lade, which consists of fruit
pieces and peel, plus sugar,
probably originated about 1560
when the court physician to
Mary, Queen of Scots, first
compounded it to keep her sea-
sickness at bay.

Later, in Versailles, it was
served at the magnificent
feasts of Louis XIV that always
ended with marmalades served
in silver dishes.

The association said orange
marmalade is the fifth most
popular flavor of preserves,
after grape jelly and jam,
strawberry jam and red rasp-
berry jam.

A 1997 survey of supermar-
kets by Progressive Grocer

magazine found that marma-
lade sales in supermarkets at
retail totaled about $235 mil-
lion that year, while total
supermarket sales of the pre-
serves category were about
$750 million.

Lindahl appealed to home
owners and gardeners to con-
sider him when they trim trees.

“Tell them not to cut back too
often, and not to cut off blos-
soms or fruit.” he said.

Smucker’s, he said, “is con-
cerned about the orange supply
and they depend on Sun City
for it.”

In a typical year, he said, he
or others might ship 20 large
flatbed trucks of Sun City sour
orariges to the jelly maker. ‘
" Each 'would carry dozens of
wooden crates, 4 feet by 4 feet,
and 32 inches high, that would
hold about 1,000 pounds of
oranges each.

All told, that’s probably 50
tons of marmalade in the
making.
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Founder of Sun City PRIDES, Joe MclIntyre dies

STAFF REPORT

Joseph Z. Mclntyre, 86, the Sun City resident
who in 1980 founded what became the PRIDES,
died Thursday in a Glendale care center.

Mclntyre always saw life as an opportunity to
~be of service to his fellow man, two of his grand-
daughters said Friday.

' “He never spoke about how he had accom-

plished much,” said his daughter, Audrey Ross,
also a Sun Citian. “He took pride in the PRIDES
?s an organization, and downplayed what he did
or it."

The first PRIDES meeting was at the old Val-
ley National Bank Building on the northwest
corner of Union Hills Drive and 99th Avenue in
1980, with just three people there.

It came about after McIntyre put an ad in the
Daily News-Sun, asking, “Are you tired of our
streets not being cleaned?”

" He suggested there' might be a volunteer way
of handling that chore, and the PRIDES, an all-
volunteer group now 300 strong, was the result.

From that first meeting, attended by Ann Fos-
ter, 88 and still a PRIDE, arose the group that
regularly cleans public spaces in Sun City.

From A1

Residents can see its members at work in the
community just about any day of the week.

In April 1985, Mcintyre was honored by Pres-
ident Reagan for his efforts. And those efforts
spread to a PRIDES group in Sun City West.

Mcintyre was born in Los Angeles attended
Walsh Institute (of Business) in Detroit, became
an accountant, and worked for many years at
Himelhoch's before moving to Arizona in 1976.
In addition to accepting a presidential award on

See founder, AS

Tampa; and a son, John of

Santa Theresa, N.M.; his sib-

behalf of the PRIDES, McIn-
tyre was named Sun City
Christian Man of the Year, a
recipient of the Carnegie Good
Human Relations Award, and
the Minnie Harlow Humani-
tarian Award. He was a mem-
ber of the American Lutheran
Church of Sun City.

MeIntyre is survived by
three daughters, Audrey Ross
of Sun City, Ann Cooper of
Youngtown, and Patricia of

lings, Richard Mclntyre and
Marie Reifel of Detroit; five
grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

Visitation is 2 to 4 p.m.
Monday in Sunland Mortuary,
15626 N. Del Webb Blvd. Ser-
vice is 11 a.m. Tuesday at
Sunland.

Memorials may be sent to
the Sun City PRIDES, P.O.
Box 1463, Sun City, Ariz.,
85372.
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- PROUD OF ADDITIONS

By Jeremy Pearlman
Independent Newspapers

The Sun City PRIDES make
good use out of its equipment in
the organization’s quest to main-
tain  the, community’s appear-
ance. .

Take for example the group’s
van, which was retired not too
long ago. e

The 1977 Dodge van was
donated to the PRIDES in 1980
by Palmér’s Plumbing Air
Conditioning & Heating. The
van had already nearly 200,000
miles on it at that time, but with
care and maintenance the group
was able to use the vehicle to its
fullest.

“It had a lot of miles when we
got it and we babied it along and
it lasted us over 20 years,” said
Jim Dircks, PRIDES" member
and leader of its squad group. “It
served us well.”

Painted orange like the safety
vests and hats worn by PRIDES
members to alert motorists that
individuals were working near
the streets, the van was used to
transport equipment, supplies
and water to volunteers working
their regularly assigned areas
throughout the community.

But after years of wear and
tear, it finally came time to
replace the vehicle.

Recently, the organization
purchased two new Chevrolet
vans. One of the new vans will
be used in a similar capacity as
its predecessor, while the other
will be used for the PRIDES’
squad group — a group which
cleans up areas where no one
else is assigned.

Both white vans are painted
with the PRIDES logo and will
be outfitted with all of the nec-
essary items volunteers use fto
rake leaves, paint trees, trim
branches, pick fruit, bag garbage
and all other duties used to keep
Sun City looking beautiful.

' The new vans will not be

about have, them,
R

Sun City PRIDES purchase two new vans

The Sun City PRIDES recently bought two new vans for the orgal

Photo by Art Little/Special for the Independent
nization’s work maintaining the com-

munity. The vans were entirely purchased using donated funds. Standing in front of the new vehicles are,
from left, PRIDES members Ed Pearce and Jim Dircks. ;

handy for what we want to use
them for,” said Tony Dircks,
PRIDES’ member and Jim's
brother. “We’re so happy to
have something new.”

Tony Dircks selected the vans

and purchased them.

The vans cost approximately
$20,000 each and were paid for
with funds accumulated from a
number of Sun City donors.

strictly donations, we don’t
solicit,” said Rosemary Lynch,
the organization’s public affairs
chairman. “All of our supplies

come out of donations and we’re
pretty proud of that.” '
Maricopa County provides

! the PRIDES with plastic bags,

vests, paint and supplies to deal
with weeds. The organzation
purchases everything else,using
donated funds. )
“The fact that we had the abil-
ity to replace very old, worn out
and needy equipment was truly
an encouragement to the organi-
zation,” 'said Linda Dircks,
PRIDES’ treasurer and Jim's
wife. “(The new vans) provide
more adequate and proper space

“All the money we receive is

to handle the equipment
required to outfit our volun-
teers.”

But well-maintained and
heavily used equipment some-
times can still serve a purpose.

PRIDES members kept their
old van in such good shape, that
the organization was able to
donate the 1977 Dodge to the
Mingus  Mountain  Estate
Residential Center — an educa-
tion treatment center for girls.

For more information about
the Sun City PRIDES or to vol-
unteer, call 972-6558.
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PRIDES member Richard Bondon trims a shrub as Rosemary Lynch (left) and Jenny Lienhard rake the median on
Thunderbird Boulevard in Sun City. They use the white van when they're out working.

PRIDES keep it all clean

Volunteers help
Sun City stay neat

By Alison Stanton
Special for The Republic

When Rosemary Lynch moved to
Sun City 16 years ago, one of the first
things she noticed was how pristine
the town is.

“When I first came to Sun City I
thought, “‘Wow, this is so clean — how
do they doit?’ ” she said. “I found out
that it was the PRIDES.”

The Sun City PRIDES, which
stands for Proud Residents Inde-
pendently Donating Essential Serv-
ices, is a non-profit organization that
began in the spring of 1980 with a
mission to help Maricopa County
keep the town clean and beautiful.

According to PRIDES President
Beverly Sisler, about 300 volunteers

spend around 1,000 hours a week

raking, watering, trimming and
picking up litter throughout the en-
tire 14 square miles that make up
Sun City.

In addition to cleaning 29 miles of

parkways and 52 medians, Sisler
said, the volunteers, who are all Sun
City residents, also monitor about
3,000 bubblers and 26 miles of under-

See PRIDES Page 3 - \j
U
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They keep
it clean

From Page 1

ground sprinkler pipes.

Members also trim and
feed more than 2,600 trees
and have painted more than
1,800 orange trees. Annually,
the value of the PRIDES’
work is estimated to be
around $500,000.

“It works out pretty well,”
Sisler said.

The PRIDES also includes
a group called “the Squad”
that handles crises and other
problems that are too compli-
cated for individual volun-
teers to handle.

Former PRIDES President
Stan Jones, 82, said that vol-
unteers can choose what type
of work they would like to do.

“New members can be part
of ‘the Squad’ of their own
area,” he said.

“If you have your own area
you can go out when you want
and spend as much time as
you want,” Sisler added.

Shortly after moving to Sun
City, Lynch decided to start

“We have some in their 90s who are still
working, and some are in their 50s. Most are
between 65 and 75. We don’t discriminate for

any reason.”

— Beverly Sisler
PRIDES president

volunteering with the
PRIDES. Since then, she has
spent a couple of hours each
week walking along Olive Av-
enue between 103rd and
111th Avenues, picking up lit-
ter and checking on the many
plants and sprinklers.

“I've been doing it for 16
years,” she said.

Lynch, who is also public
relations chairwoman for the
PRIDES, said that while the
county provides the group
with supplies like trash bags,
orange safety vests, paint for
the trees and traffic cones,
members must purchase
many other needed items like
rakes, paint brushes and
shovels. Although the
PRIDES never solicit funds,
Lynch said they are depend-
ent upon contributions from
the public for their supplies.

In addition to donations,
Sisler said she is always
looking for more people to
join the organization, espe-
cially those who would like to
plant trees and shrubs.

“We need volunteers,” she
said, adding that age, physi-
cal ability and a Sun City ad-
dress are not prerequisites to
join. All that is required is a
willingness to work and a de-
sire to help keep the town
clean.

“We have some in their 90s
who are still working and
some are in their 50s. Most
are between 65 and 75,” she
said. “We don’t discriminate
for any reason. Anyone who
wants to join the PRIDES and
work can work.”

“One lady in a wheelchair
does clerical work,” volun-
teer Jim Dircks, 63, added.

In the spring, the PRIDES
will celebrate their 25th anni-
versary in Sun City. Elaine Ol-
son has been with the group
since almost the beginning.

“A neighbor got me into it,”
Olson said. “I moved here in
May of 1981 and got into it in
June.”

Jenny Lienhard, 66, joined
the PRIDES last year. Al-
though volunteering is new

for her — “Whern people were
asked to step forward, I usu-
ally stepped back,” she said,
laughing — she said she has
really enjoyed the time she
has spent cleaning Alabama
Avenue between 99th and
103rd Avenues.

“It’s good exercise and I
like to be outside,” she said. “1
doitbecauseIenjoyitand for
the camaraderie.”

“There is no pressure, you
can do your own thing,”
Lynch agreed.

Although the work can be
hard and the summer temper-
atures are challenging, the
volunteers all agree that see-
ing the results of their labor
and having a clean town to
live in make it all worthwhile.

“It’s fun. We get a lot of sat-
isfaction,” Orvetta Hari, 81,
said.

“The pay isn’'t very good
but the rewards are great,”
Dircks added, laughing.

Hearing positive com-
ments from friends, visitors,
and passers-by is satisfying.

“It’s such a good feeling to
drive around with a new-
comer and have them say
‘Boy it looks clean!”” Lynch
said. :

Hari agreed. “People honk
their horns and vyell out
‘Thank you’ or ‘God Bless
you.’ It makes you feel good.”
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Larry Allen, left, Carol Howland and Nobert Grover are three original members of the Sun City
Prides.

SC PRIDES celebrates
25 years of service

MITCHELL VANTREASE
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Larry Allen has always
prided himself on keeping

Sun City clean for himself
and others.

I's one of the reasons
Allen joined the Sun City
PRIDES 25 years ago. The
retiree still dedicates a few
hours a week to picking up
trash.

Allen and five other origi-
nal members were honored
Saturday at the PRIDES
annual meeting. They were
presented service awards for
their volunteer efforts to the
300-plus member non-profit
organization.

"We have grown into a vital
organization that in return
really gives the county hun-

dreds of thousands of dol-
lars,” he said.
Other charter members

included Dora Norquist,
Larry Allen, Carol Howland,

Ann Foster, Norbert Grove,
Ralph Ossa and Allen.
In addition, they also

elected new members of the
board at the meeting. Those
individuals are residents
Jenny Leinhard, Jim Dircks,
Arlene Schindler, David

Downey and Arthur Kline.

There are nine board
members. Officers are
expected to be elected with
the next two to three weeks.

As part of the club's silver
anniversary past president
Beverly Sissler said a formal
event will probably take place
in the spring.

“Is our annual meeting,
but we intend to do some-
thing special later,” she said.

Howland, who is a retired
member, said she's excited
the PRIDES have lasted 25
years and hopes they exist
even longer for future
generations,

The now Peoria resident,
who is a former Sun Citian,
said she joined the group
because of weeds in the area.

“Weeds were growing so
high there, so I thought that
should be done soon.” she
said.

When she and her hus-
band were members, they
helped the PRIDES with a
number of jobs. They
included weed spraying, tree
trimming and trash pickup.

"It takes so much work,
but we wanted our city to
look very clean,” she said.

Because of the Howlands’
dedication, the PRIDES
named the group's building

after them.

“We love this organization
so much and what it does for
a lot people in Sun City," she
said.

Howland retired from the
group after 15 years of ser-
vices when her husband died.

Allen said he joined the
PRIDES after reading a letter
in the Daily News-Sun from
former resident and member
Joe Mclintyre encouraging
resident to make Sun City
cleaner.

“It's when | decided that
we needed to work to keep
this place clean,” he said.

Since then, he's helped the
PRIDES become a not-for-
profit organization and has
been the president for about
three years. He said he’s also
been vital in developing a
group for Sun City West and
Sedona,

He still volunteers his time
on Wednesdays for an hour
and also on Saturdays.

“We really do a lot in the
community, and they benefit
from us so much,” he said.
"I'm really proud that we've
lasted this long, and | can't
wait to see what it might do
in the future.”

For information about the
PRIDES, call 972-6558.
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PRIDES weed spraying requlres class work

JENNIFER CUTLER
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Rain and new county regu-
lations have stymied efforts
by the Sun City PRIDES to
keep weeds under control,

particularly along a stretch of

Grand Avenue between 107th
and 111th avenues.

“We had done a beautiful
job up until this happened,”
said Dave Downey of the
PRIDES. “Each year we had
fewer and fewer weeds, and
now we are starting all over
| again.”

The weeds on the south
side of Grand are a problem
that began to grow when the
Sun City PRIDES were
informed that starting Jan. 1
they could no longer apply
spray products to the streets
and medians they have ser-
viced for more than 25 years.

The restrictions on spray-
ing were the result of a law
enacted in September 2003,
which requires that anyone
spraying state, county or city-
owned property must be
certified.

Today and Tuesday, eight
PRIDES are attending certifi-
cation training and testing.

The timing is right. As
warmer weather draws near,
weeds will continue to sprout.

The Sun City PRIDES, who
work to clean up Sun City
and the surrounding roads,
adopted approximately 2

miles of roadside on Grand
Avenue, through the Adopt-
A-Highway program. The
PRIDES make sure the road-
side along the Grand is not
littered with debris and occa-
sionally remind the Arizona
Department of Transportation
to come out when the weeds
get out of control.

ADOT concedes that the
area along Grand Avenue is
their responsibility, but it has
yet to be determined when
the section of road will be
mowed.

Alison Saxe, a spokes-
woman for ADOT, said that
they are on its way to getting
the weeds cut.

“We are planning on deal-
ing with the weeds in this
section, but the date isn't
scheduled yet,” Saxe said. "I
know that the maintenance
supervisor who is looking
over the project is working
with the Sun City PRIDES to
set something up as soon as
possible.”

PRIDES president Beverly
Sisler said the PRIDES will do
all they can to help.

“We cleaned up the debris
so that when someone does
come out, they can go
through with the mower and
not worry about chipping a

blade on the trash,” Sisler
said.
The Maricopa County

Department of Transportation

will pay for the PRIDES'
training and testing this
week, said Frank Urquiza,
MCDOT public works super-
visor for Sun City/Sun City
West. If members of the
group become certified, the
county will also pay for the
weed concentrate.

“The only area (the
PRIDES) will be aloud to
spray are MCDOT right of
ways and medians,” Urquiza
said. “They will find out after
their training and testing that
they have to mark where,
when and what mixture rate
that they are applying the
herbicide.”

Medians and roadways
usually sprayed by MCDOT
in the winter are also on their
way to looking better,
because the county's large
herbicide truck is running
again after being in need of
repairs for a few months.

“The county finally got the
weed-spraying truck up and
going, and we are responsible
for all four corners of Mari-
copa County,” Urquiza said.
“Up until Friday we have
been getting good spraying
weather, but when you have
overcast and windy days the
law prohibits us from
spraying.

“We have a pretty good
handle on them, but there's
probably still a little out there
that we might have missed.”

i MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Sun City PRIDES members Fran Libby, left, Horst Nanke and
David Downey attempt to remove weeds from an area next to
Grand Avenue west of 107th Avenue Saturday.



