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SUN CITY PRIDES, INC. 

HISTORY 
from 

1980 1996 

The Sun City Prides, Inc., or, as they are familiarly 
known, THE PRIDES (an acronym for PROUD RESIDENTS IN
DEPENDENTLY DONATING ESSENTIAL SERVICES) was born in 

1
the Spring of 1980 as a service organization whose sole 
purpose would be to KEEP SUN CITY BEAUTIFUL by doing 
chores above the normal services of Maricopa County in 
order to preserve the high standard set for Sun City. 

It began with a Letter to the Editor written by Joe 
McIntyre, a Sun City resident, calling attention to the 
littering along 99th Avenue. He stated that he would 
be out there on Saturday mornings to do what he could 
to clean up the area and hoped other Sun Citians might 
join him - - - and g radually they did. 

The first recorded committee meeting was held on May 31, 
1980, following a Coffee Hour hosted by the First Federal 
Savings and Loan Association,Youngtown, attended by 200 
PRIDES . In a~tendance were residents Joe McIntyre, L. D. 
Hutson, Ralph Ossa, Tom Cowley,Ann Foster, Beverly Monson 
and Betty Hallen, as well a~ Dennis Clark, Maricopa 
County Highway Department Supervisor for Sun City. Joe 
McIntyre was unanimously appointed Chairman and Betty 
Hallen, Secretary. 

The second meeting held June 7, 1980, was attended by 
the committee members, 122 PRIDES and representatives 
from Maricopa County and the Del Webb Corporation. At 
this meeting , L. D. Hudson was appointed Vice Chairman 
and Ann Foster, Treasurer. 

Orange Vests were provided by the County. A logo was 
designed by Hank Wohlwend, who handpainted it on each 
jacket. 

Originally, the city was divided into 33 work sections, 
each with a Monitor, who reported to the Monitor Co
ordinator. Later, this was changed. A Monitor Co-ord
inator was appointed for each of three areas in Sun City: 
Phase I south of Grand Avenue; Phase II between Grand 
Avenue and Bell Road; Phase III everything north of Bell 
Rd . In general, the members work within their own neighbor
hoods. In addition, other work groups were g radually 
established for specialized work; Tree Trimming and Pa int 
ing , Irrigation, Weed Spraying, Fertilization and a special 
Squad to cover the city wherever needed , especially, pick
ing up oranges . 
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The residents, clubs and organizations began to see 
the value of the work of the PRIDES and responded gen
erously with financial aid, making it possible for the 
PRIDES to live up to the name, PROUD RESIDENTS INDEPEND
ENTLY DONATING ESSENTIAL SERVICES. 

This is one of the few service organizations which does 
not have a fund drive and as long as our citizens continue 
their support, the PRIDES will be able to retain this title. 
It has been the policy of the PRIDES that their name should 
never be used in association with any commercial advertis 
ing or for any promotional purpose. 

In early 1982, the PRIDES became a non-profit corporation. 
The Articles of Incorporation and the By-laws were unan
imously accepted at the Annual Membership Meeting on 
March 6, 1982, and soon thereafter tax exemption status 
was received. Full credit was given to Al Brown for his 
untiring effort in bringing this to fruition. 

The By-laws called for a 9-member Board to be elected as 
follows: 5 members for a 2- year term and 4 members for a 
1- year term . The Board elects its President, Vice President, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

At the Board meeting 11/20/82, a motion was ma de, seconded 
and approved to require that all letters or publications 
emanating from the PRIDES must be submitted to the Board 
of Directors for authorization. 

By 1983 there were 319 active PRIDES. 

By 1984 sufficient funds had b e en received thru donations 
and bequests that consideration was given to obtaining a 
headquarters for the acquired vehicles, equipment, tools, 
etc. 

In late 1984 the Sun City Water Company approved plans 
for a PRIDES building to be situated on their land at the 
east end of Greenway Road to house their vehicles and 
equipment. Under a leasing agreement, use of the Water 
Company land by the PRIDES is perpetual, no matter who 
owns it in the future, at the cost of $1.00 per year. 

Del We bb Developme nt Corporation (DEVCO) constructed an 
80' x 48' building, which was completed the end of May, 
1985, at a cost of $29,645.00, pa id from the PRIDES' 
treasury . 

Ribbon cutting and Ope n House we r e h e ld on June 8, 198 5 . 
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At the 8th Annual Meeting of March 5, 1988, motion was 
made, seconded and approved to name the headquarters 
building the "Vern and Carol Howland Building" in recog
nition of the Howlands'many hours spent taking care of 
the building, keeping the equipment in tip-top condition, 
being responsible for the inventory, constructing PRIDES' 
displays and setting them up at the Recreation Centers' 
Fun Fairs, and all of this done in addition to weed spray
ing and other general work . 

The PRIDES have purchased and maintained flags at the 
intersection of Grand and 107th Avenues. A sensor light 
was installed. 

In February 1987, approval was given by the Board of 
Directors to publish a Safety Bulletin twice a year . This 
has developed into a Newsletter titled "THE COMMUNICATOR.. " 

PRIDES'Park at 105th and Peoria Avenues was completed 
by the PRIDES in 1987. Later a Gazebo and Water Fountain 
were added. 

A song to honor the PRIDES was composed by Sun Citian 
Dutch Schultz . 

Over the years the Sun City Prides, Inc. have received 
many awards for their contribution to the community. 
Among them the County Achievement Award for 1981, given 
by the National Association of Counties, in recognition 
of distinguished and continuing contributions to the 
cause of strong, efficient, modern county government in 
America, and the Governor's Pride in Arizona Award, 
Arizona Clean and Beautiful, 1990. 

In the Spring of 1996, Citizens Utilitaes Co. donated a 
truck with hydraulic lift, making it possible for the 
Tree Trimmers to reach the tree tops in a safe manner. 

The Irrigation System in Sun City is maintained almost 
exclusively by the PRIDES and, for the past ten years, 
under the direction of Merlin Stevens . The County is 
called in only in emergency situations. 

In February of 1996 the PRIDES were invited to join the 
Sun City/Sun City West Presidents' Council, which is an 
informal organization comprised of the Presidents of the 
major volunteer organizations in the two communities. 

What has come to be known as "The Great Storm of '96" 
hit the Northwest Valley about 6 PM on August 14th. 
It uprooted trees, tore shingles fnGm1 .roofs, did other 
structural damage and scattered much debris . The PRIDES 
did a great job in helping with the clean-up of the 

streets of Sun City in the aftermath of the storm . 
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Currently, there are 318 PRIDES continuing the task of 
"keeping Sun City beautiful", beginning their work where 
the County leaves off in order to preserve the high stand
ard of cleanliness which has been set for Sun City. 

· There have been nine (9) strong leaders who have brought 
this organization to where it is today. They are listed 
below with their terms of office: 

Joseph McIntyre Chairman 
President 

Lawrence Allen Chairman 
President 

Ed,-1ard Koudelka President 

Joseph Keenan President 

Stanley Jones President 

Waldo Smith President 

Marr Simons President 

Howard Matthias President 

Edward Pierce President 

H~story to 11/2/96 
Prepared by Betty Hallen 

App ,roved oard of Directors 

5/31/80 - 1/ 1/81 
3/ 3/84 - 3/ 5/88 

1/ 3/81 - 6/ 5/82 
6/ 5/82 - 3/ 3/84 

3/ 3/88 -10/ 1/88 

10/ 1/88 - 3/ 3/90 

3/ 3/90 - 3/ 7/92 

3/ 7/92 - 3/12/94 

3/12/94 - 3/ 1/95 

3/ 1/95 - 3/ 1/96 

3/ 2/96 -
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PRIDES have 
rich community 

history 
Group helps keep 

Sun City clean 
By Art Huseonica 

SPECW. TO INOEPENDENTNEWSMEDIA 

Proud Residents Inde
pendently Donating Essential 
Services, or PRIDES as the 
group is commonly known, 
has a long and valued histo
ry in Sun City. 

The PRIDES was estab
lished in 1980 as a service 
organization whose sole pur
pose was to keep Sun City 
beautiful It began as the re
sult of a letter to the editor 
written by Joe McIntyre, a 
Sun City resident, complain
ing about the litter along 99th 
Avenue. He noted he was out 
there every Saturday morn
ing trying to clean up the lit
ter, but needed the help of oth
er Sun City residents. 

Within two months, sever
al meetings were conducted 
with appointed officials for 

the PRIDES along with rep
resentatives from Maricopa 
County and the Del Webb 
Corp.Mr.McIntyre was unan
imously appointed PRIDES 
chairman. 

The PRIDES motto is 
"Keeping Sun City Beautiful!' 

Early tasks focused on litter 
clean-up and picking up or
anges from thousands of or
namental orange trees. This 
was supported by the more 
than 200 volunteers that 
stepped forward to make the 
PRIDES a viable and valued 
organization. 

Inl982,Al Brown worked to 
have the PRIDES succes.sfully 
become a nonprofit corpora
tion with tax-exempt status. 

With donations rolling in 
and membership peaking at 
300 in 1984, the Sun City Wa
ter Company approved plans 
for a PRIDES' building to be 
built using PRIDES funds on 
water company land at the 
intersection of Greenway 

ORGANIZATION 

Sun City residents joined the PRIDES early in the community's history to 
help keep trash and debris cleaned from streets and other common areas. 
[Submitted photo) 

Road and 91st Avenue. The 
PRIDES pay a $1 per year 
lease. The building is called 
the Vern and Carol How
land Building in honor of the 
Rowlands' genernus ener
gies working with the orga
nization. 

The PRIDES Park was es
tablished at Peoria and 105th 
avenues in 1987. Former gov
ernor Rose Mofford award
ed the PRIDES in 1990 the 
Governor's Pride in Arizona 
Award 

Following the "Great Storm 
of96," the PRIDES were mo
bilized to clean up the Sun 

City streets of vegetation and 
other debris in the aftermath 
of the st.orm. 

Since then, the PRIDES 
continue to have a strong re
lationship with the Marico
pa County Department of 
Transportation and elected 
officials, including Clint Hick
man, Maricopa County Board 
of Supervisors representative 
for District 4. Work progress
es on replacing orange trees 
with drought-tolerant bushes 
and trees as part of the Proj
ect Desert Canopy under 
the guidance of the PRIDES 
Beautification Committee. 

Richard Anderson, left, and Steve Fribley trim some shrubs in the median of om 
of Sun City's roadways. [Submitted photo] 

"I was humbled to be elect
ed to such an organization 
where its members are so 
passionate about their neigh
borhood," said Ken Smith, 
PRIDES president. ''We are 
unique in what we do." 

Mr. Smith also noted over 
the decades there have been 
thousands of PRIDES mem
bers, including many who 
stepped forward to assume 
leadership positions on the 
PRIDES Board of Directors 
and participate on various 
PRIDES committees. Con
tinuing a family tradition, 
Mr. McIntyre's great-grand-

daughter, Kenzie Wtllneff 
joined the PRIDES. 

The PRIDES do not con 
duct a fund drive, instead de 
pending on donations fron 
residents, clubs and busines1: 
es to support their mission c 
''Keeping Sun City Beautiful 

The next PRIDES event, i 
addition to work performe 
each Saturday morning is th 
Arbor Day ceremony schec 
uled for 10 a.m. Thursda 
April 'Z7 at West Peoria Aw 
nue and North 109thAvenu 

Vtsit suncityprides.com. 
&lit.or's Note: Mr. Huseonlca is, 
Sun City resident and he is acth 
In the PRIDES. 
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VOLUNTEER 

PRIDES retirement 
Sun City PRIDES volunteer Tom Sullivan, left. was recognized for his service at the monthly PRIDES' meeting. Mr. Sullivan 
is "retiring" from the PRIDES after 17 years of active volunteerism helping to keep Sun City beautiful. He was presented 
a certificate by PRIDES' president Ken Smith. Visit www.suncityprides.com. [Art Huseonica/S_ubmitted photo] 
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Sun City PRIDES phase coordinators, from left, Pat Richards_on, Rosemary Lynch, ~eannie ~ircks and Barbara Richards 
keep PRIDES volunteers busy working to keep the community clean. [Art Huseomca/subm1tted photo] • 

CLEAN 

Coordinating Sun City's cleanup 
PRIDES leaders 
keep the work 

flowing 

busy phase coordinators. the most attention by the 
Saturday Squad. 

By Art Huseonica 
SPECIAL TO 1NDEPE1'l>ENT 1'1,WSMEDIA 

Each week, coordinators 
such as Jeannie Dircks, re
sponsible for Phase 2, goes 
out to survey to see if any 
specific area needs spe
cial attention for weeding, 
picking up debris or trim
ming. Mrs. Dircks then co
ordinates with the other 
phase coordinators, com
paring notes and deter
mining which area needs 

"It's wonderful to work 
with the other phase co
ordinators," said Mrs. 
Dircks. "It makes my job 
so easy when everyone in
volved with the PRIDES is 
so passionate about keep
ing Sun City beautiful." 

With such a large area 
and so many i;niles of ave
nues to keep looking beau
tiful, Sun City PRIDES 
work assignments are co
ordinated by several very 

aean 
»Frompage3 

nators Rosemary Lynch 
and Pat Richardson. Mrs. 
Lynch has lived in Sun City 

_ for 30 years and is one of 
the original PRIDES. Be
ing a coordinator for more 
than 12 years, she was in
strumental in helping to 
coordinate the planting of 
drought-tolerant vegeta
tion along Olive Avenue. 

Ms. Richardson has lived 

in Sun City for 16 years 
and has been a co-coordi
nator in Phase 1 for more 
than five years.-Her focus 
has been on helping to get 
trees planted along 107th 
Avenue. 

Phase 3 projects are 
coordinated by Barba
ra Richards. With the 
PRIDES for 13 years, Mrs. 
Richards has been work
ing to keep invasive weeds 
at a minimum along Del 
Webb Boulevard. 

Coordinating Phase 1 
projects are ~o-coordi

» See Clean on page 5 

For any projects that are 
too large oroutofthejuris
diction of the PRIDES,the 
Maricopa County Depart
ment of Transportation 
crews step in to help. For 
example, all the spraying 
for weeds is now being 
done by licensed and certi
fied county employees us
ing speciaHzed equipment. 

Visit www.sunci-
typrides.com. 
Editor's Note: Mr. Huseonlca, 
a Sun City resident, handles 
publicity for the PRIDES. 
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Making shade in Sun City 
fun~~e 

PRIDES 
project 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

With fall and cooler weath
er approaching, the Sun City 
PRIDES are planning for 
their next phase in the des
ert canopy project. 

The PRIDES started the 
desert canopy project two 
years ago as part of its ef
forts to enhance the beauty 
of the community, accord
ing to Lloyd Maple, PRIDES 
member. The intent is to 
plant shade trees in the wide 
medians in the community 
to offer walkers shade when 
traversing those areas. 

The group completed 
its plantings on 107th Ave
nue earlier this year and is 
ready to address the east
west streets Alabama and 
Peoria avenues. 

"We have planted more 
than 400 trees," Mr. Maple 
explained. "We have gone as 
far as we can on 107th and 
will be planting east and 

west now." 
The project got an infusion 

from a Rotary grant, coordi
nated by Sun City's two clubs 
-Sun City and Del Sol. The 
two clubs' officers secured 
a $3,000 grant from Rota
ry District 5495 for the tree 
project. 

"I heard our internation
al president say he wanted 
to plant trees in memory of 
deceased club members, so 
I figured what a great way to 
do that and network with an
other Sun City group," said 
Jim Green, Sun City Rotary 
Club member. 

Ian Riseley, RI president, 
challenged all 1.2 million Ro
tarians to plant a tree before 
Earth Day, Sunday, April 22, 
2018. 

The PRIDES will pur
chase "Red Push" Pistache 
trees with the Rotary funds 
for the Alabama and Peoria 
avenue plantings. The trees 
can grow as high as 40 feet 
and as wide as 30 feet, pro
viding a large amount of 
shade underneath. Both Sun 
City Rotary clubs will install 
plaques at each tree plant
ed in memory of deceased 
club members, according to 
Steve Bjornstad, Sun City 

» See PRIDFS on page 3 

Sun City PRIDES and Rotary members got a preview of the trees that will be planted using a Rotary granL In attendance 
were, from left. Jim Green and Steve Bjornstad, Sun City Rotary Club; Lloyd Maples and Mike Will, Sun City PRIDES; 
Don Pipho, Sun City Del Sol Rotary Club; and Dean Pokrandt. Sun City Rotary Club. [Independent Newsmedia/Rusty 
Bradshaw] 

---------------- -- - ---
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PRIDES 
»From page I 

Rotary Club president. 
PRIDES' leaders have yet 

to decide which roadway 
they will target first, accord
ing to Mike Will, PRIDES 
member. 

The PRIDES partner with 
Maricopa County Depart
ment ofTranspo1taLion for 
the tree plantings. Key lo 
the liaison is the support 
provided by Oscar Pena, a 
crew leader for MCDOT. His 
expertise ensures a smooth 
operation every time the 
county provides support t.o 
a PRIDES project, such as 
weed spraying, repairing 
potholes and planting desert 
vegetation along Sun City's 
boulevards and avenues, said 
Ken Smith, PRIDES presi
dent. 

Rotary's involvement will 

RELATED LINKS: 
www.suncityprides.com 
www.rotaryclubsuncity.com 
CONTACT: 
Rotary Club Sun City Del Sol: email 
- santadon111@yahoo.com 

go beyond financial, accord
ing to Dean Pokrandt, Sun 
City club member and tree 
planting project coordinator. 

"We will have some peo
ple out here to help not only 
with the plant.ing but the on
going maintenanc.-e," he said. 

THE PRIDES, through 
their partnership with MC
DOT officials, have perrnis
sion t.o work in the medians 
t.o maintain the trees as they 
grow. 

"The thrust of Rotary proj
ects is sustainability," said 
Mr. Green. "So we will want 
to have our able members 
out here to help nurture 
these trees." 

In addition to providing 

shade, trees remove car
bon dioxide and other green
house gases from the air, 
which slows global warm
ing, according to Mr. Riesley. 

Newly formed Rotary Dis
trict 5495 Gov. Nancy Van 
Pelt included a tree plant
ing challenge in the 2017-18 
club achievement award. Mr. 
Riesley's challenge allowed 
clubs t.o interpret it in differ
ent ways. The Sun City clubs 
chose to take a dir-ectand ac
tive approach, according to 
Mr. Pokrandt. 

The Sun City PRIDES and 
both Rotary clubs welcome 
new members. 

Visit www.suncityprides. 
com, www.rotaryclubsuncity. 
com or email santadonl11@ 
yahoo.com for membership 
information for each group. 
Rusty Bradshaw can be 
reached at ~2725 or 
rbradshaw@newszap.com. 
Continue the discussion at www. 
yourwestvnlley.com. 
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Heat does not keep good 
PRIDESdown 

Tree planting 
continues on 
shade canopy 

project 
By Art Huseonica 

SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Despite triple-digit tem
peratures, the Sun City 
PRIDES continue working to 
help keep Sun City beautiful. 

The PRIDES were seen 
the last two weeks planting 
drought-tolerant trees along 
107th Avenue in Sun City's 
phase one. Teaming up with 
the Maricopa County Depart
ment of Transportation, the 
PRIDES volunteers planted 
180 trees. 

"The Maricopa County 
DOT crew has been won
derful in geLting the trees to 
us early in the morning," said 
Lloyd Maple, PRIDES Beau
tification Committee mem
ber. "This enabled us to get 
an early start on planting." 

Taking advantage of an 
opportunity to instill the im
portance and fun of commu
nity service at an early age, 
PRIDES member Bob ElsLon 
brought his granddaughter 
Emma Frankel with him to 
help to plant trees. Marico
pa County DOT crews had 

Sun City PRIDES member Bob Elston, left. and his granddaughter Emma Frankel 
helped with the 107th tree planting project. [Submitted photo/Art Huseonica) 

already augered the holes. trees are located in the me-
Trees werepurchased from dian ofl07th Avenue, south 

Linden Tree Nursery of Sun · of Alabama Avenue. 
City, that included red push To learn more about Lhe 
Pistache and Chinese elm. Sun City PRIDES and how 
These varieties, requiring you can become a member, 
less water, were selected to visit www.suncityprides. 
replace the high-maintenance com. 
ornamental orange trees that Editor's Note: Sun City res ident 
were planted during Sun Art 1-Iuseonica handles publicity 
City's development. The new for the Sun City PRIDFS. 

10 June 21, 2017 I Sun City Independent 

HELPING OUT 

Sun City PRIDES members, from left, Richie Miller. Lloyd Maple and Grace Kinsey with one of the trees they planted 
107th Avenue. [Submitted photo/Art HuseonicaJ 
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LIBRARY EVENTS 

~~a~!~a!~f m~~~~~~ty PRIDES fill bags of sour oranges along Thunderbird Road. Pictured, in no 
particular order, Jim Potter, Nancy Thompsom, Olga Jackson, Robert Pulkinghorn, James Jerard and Irene Gagnon. 
[Submitted photo/Francine Jennings) 
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Trees in the around · 
Mike Will, left, Sun City PRID£"'S Beautification Committee chairman, and Molly Soblewski, PRIDES president. put the finishing touches on planting a tree in the I · 
median on Alabama Avenue Jan. _17. "!he tr~_~s. pa_rt ?f _the PRIDES desert canopy project were funded by the Rotary Club and Sun City and the Del Sol Rotary Club. 
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PRIDES 

Sun City PRIDES under new leadershiJ 
President, 

board, executive 
board elected 

By Art Huseonica 
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDF.NT 

NEWSMP.OIA 

January means a new year 
for the Sun City PRIDES in 
more ways than one. 

The group's member
ship elected a new presi
dent, board and executive 
board Jan. 6 during their 
annual meeting. New board 
members were elected for 
four positions whose two
year terms had expired, 
and one position due to an 
early resignation. The 2018 
board of directors is Nancy 
Kachinski, Ken Smith, Mol
ly Soblewski, Ritchie Miller, 
Rosie Swain, Mike Will, Pat 
Richardson, Jerry Kavana
gh and Linda Owen. Board 

PRIDES 2018 board of directors are, from left, Nancy Kachinski, Ken Smith, Molly Soblewski, Ritchie Miller, Mike Will, Pat Richardson and Jerry Kavanagh. No 
pictured is Linda Owen. [Submitted photo] 

members are elected by the 
PRIDES' membership pres
ent at the annual meeting. 

At the board of directors 

meeting after the general 
meeting, elected to serve 
on the executive commit
tee were President Molly 

Soblewski, Vice President, 
Pat Richardson, Treasur
er Ritchie Miller and Sec
retary Rosie Swain. 

"It has been the mo 
warding volunteer 
ect I have been inv, 

» See Prides on 
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PRIDES 2018 executive board consists of, from left, Rosie Swain, Molly Soblewski, Ritchie Miller and Pat Richardson. 

Prides 
» Frompage4 

with," said Mr. Smith, for
mer PRIDES president. "I 
am still on the board of di
rectors and in a position to 
help ensure a smooth tran
sition." 

In addition to the array 
of accomplishments un
der Mr. Smith's leadership, 
the PRIDES have anoth
er five-year letter of agree
ment with the Maricopa 
Department of Transpor-

tation, numerous sidewalks 
were installed throughout 
Sun City and hundreds of 
drought-tolerant plants and 
trees were planted along 
area boulevards. 

Mrs. Soblewski, the 
group's new president, has 
been with the PRIDES for 
six years and this is her third 
year on the board of direc
tors. 

"I was humbled to be 
elected president of such a 
fine organization such as the 
PRIDES, she said. "I prom-

ise to work hard in helping 
to keep Sun City beautiful." 

In addition to regular 
projects the PRIDES are 
working on, their next 
major event is the annu
al awards luncheon sched
uled for Thursday, Feb. 15, 
2018 at the Mountain View 
Recrell.tion Center, 9749 N.l 
107thAve. 

Visit www.suncityprides. 
com. 
Editor's Note: Mr. Huseonlca 
handles publlclty for the Sun 
City PRIDES. 
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s~ 
needs more 
volunteers 

The Sun City West 
PRIDES seeks volun
teers to assist in their 
community mission. 

Help is needed with 
physical work per
formed, but also to a va
riety of other roles, such 
as record keeping, com
munications, computer 
input, purchasing and 
maintaining equipment 
and supplies, and serv
ing coffee, rolls, and do
nuts at monthly meet
ings. 

There is an urgent 
need for people with 
plumbing or irrigation 
experience. 

Call 623-584-2878 
or email prides@scw
prides.com . 
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SERVICE August2016 

PRIDES to plant in Grand Avenue median~ 
By Mike Wlll 

Like others, I often wondered why Grand 
Avenue in Sun City did not have any land
scaping in the medians when our neighbor
ing communities had landscaping plants in 
their medians. 

To help get an answer to my concern, 
Ken Smith, Sun City PRIDES president, 
contacted Arizona Department of Transpor
tation and found an individual who agreed 
to meet and inspect the roadway with us. 
Mark Schallio, who is the ADOT Roadside 
Maintenance manager, assisted with this in
spection. During our review of the medians, 
we also noted that there was no rock along 
the south side of Grand Avenue by the Quail 
Run Gold Course, 9774 W. Alabama Ave. 

Mr. Schallio noted the lack of any rock, 
let alone decorative rock, in this specific 
area was due to engineers working on mul
tiple Grand Avenue projects that converged 
at this point in the road and not working to
gether to have the area symmetrical in ap
pearance. Mr. Schallio agreed that it was an 
oversight and he would add decorative rock 
to those areas that had been missed. That 
was all he could commit to at that time. 

After the lack of decorative rock was re
solved, we got back to our discussion about 

the Grand Avenue medians in Sun City. Mr. 
Smith and I asked if ADOT would help us 
with planting in the medians if the Sun City 
PRIDES would pay for the plants. He was 
very receptive to that idea! We pursued this 
with multiple meetings with ADOT. 

ADOT had an Arizona. State University 
intern on staff who developed a roadside 
plan and gave us the list of selected plants 
that would meet ADOT's approval. One of 
our PRIDES members is a master gardener 
who helped us select 20 different drought 
tolerant plants to be used. 

The decorative rock has been added to 
the roadside along Grand Avenue by Quail 
Run Golf Course. ADOT will be ready for 
planting the plants that we selected this 
coming fall, in September or October. The 
Sun City PRIDES are now busy with the 
details of ordering plants and, of course, de
·termining the cost of this project. 

The Sun City PRIDES continuously work 
for the maintenance and beautification of 
the community and thank all of their Sun 
City friends who support the group to make 
these improvements possible. 

Editor's Note: Mr. Will is Sun City 
PRIDES secretary. 

Independent Newsmedia/Rusty Bradsh 
The Sun City PRIDES will expand their vegetation planting efforts to the medians on Grand Aveni 
much like their work on 107th Avenue, but with desert and median friendly plants. 
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Submitted photos 

Memorial planting 
The Suo City PRIDES were out in force April 28 
to plant trees, with the help of Maricopa County 
Department of Transportation crews, In memory 
of members who died during the past year. Trees 
were planted In the median on Peoria Avenue 
west of 109th Avenue at Clair Drive. Members 
honored with trees were Barbara Gordon, Anna , 
Wedding, Ann Foster and Jack Balbinot. 

May 11, 2016 
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Grand pJanting 
Because Sun City was not involved in landscape planning when Grand Avenue was improved, Arizona Department of 
Transportation officials are working with the Sun City PRIDES to improve the appearance of the roadway, After ADOT 
crews added added matching landscape rock to the areas that lacked the coverage, ADOT officials planned designed 
the planting layout and selected the various draught tolerant plants to be used. ADOT crews did the planting. 
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Sun City local cleans up the PRIDES building 
Tony Dircks of the Sun City PRIDES working outside near the PRIDES building, 10849 N 91st Ave. He removes loads of 
weeds to get ready for political signs to be installed. [submitted photo) 
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Taking PRIDE in their environment 
PRIDES continue projects 
to beautify Sun City 

The Sun City PRIDES and Marico
pa County Department of Transportation 
teamed up to tidy up Olive Avenue at the 
southern end of Sun City. 

PRIDES and county transportation 
crews worked more than four hours this 
morning, Jan. 4, to plant small shrubs and 

Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
Small shrubs and trees dot the right-of-way 
along Olive Avenue on Sun City's southern bor
der, part of a PRIDES project to beautify the area. 

trees along the northern side of the avenue. 
The shrubs, and dessert wild flowers to be 
planted later, will add some scenery to the 
common walls along the stretch of Olive Av
enue from 107th to 111th avenues, accord
ing to Ken Smith, PRIDES president. 

"It will really make this area look so much 
better, especially in a couple of years when 
the trees and shrubs grow more," he said . . 

The PRIDES will also do the same be
tween 107th and 103rd avenues, but not 
until later in the year, or possibly next year, 
according to Mr. Smith. 

In addition to the plants, PRIDES plan 
to install a crushed granite walkway along 
Olive Avenue in the area between the com
mon walls and the street curb. The walkway 
will meander among the plants now being 
put into the ground. The walkway is also a 
future project for the PRIDES, the group of 
resident volunteers that work to keep the 
community clean. 

The Olive project is one of many the 
PRIDES have conducted and are planning 
for community beautification. 

"I have been out here since 1988 work
ing on this Olive beautification,· said Rose
mary Lynch, a longtime PRIDES member. 
"I'm glad to see it is finally getting done." 

Other beautification projects by the 
PRIDES include removing citrus trees along 
Del Webb Boulevard north of Bell Road and 
planting desert-friendly shrubs there, plant
ing and other landscaping in medians on 

Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
PRIDES volunteers and Maricopa County Department of Transportation workers teamed up to plant 
dessert friendly Items along Olive Avenue. The group will also Install a gravel "sidewalk" along the 
stretch from 111th Avenue to 103rd Avenue. That phase of the project is scheduled for spring. 

Bell Road and annual Arbor Day tree plant
ings at various location in the community. 
The PRIDES are always in need of new 
member volunteers. 

In addition to members picking up trash 

in their assigned neighborhoods, volunteer 
patrols also take care of trash along road
ways. These tasks include the busy streets 
such as Bell Road, 99th Avenue and Del 
Webb Boulevard. 



Sun City PRIDES member Susan Hemphill carries a drought-resistant plant that is part of the project to replace aging, 
water-hogging ornamental orange trees along Del Webb Boulevard. PHoros BY CHARLIE LEIGHTrrHE REPUBLIC 

SO LONG, CITRUS 
Xeriscape plants replacing iconic orange trees along Sun City stree1 
By Lesley Wright 
The Republic I azcentral.com 

Sun City founder Del E. 
Webb exploited two of the Five 
C's that gave Arizona charm and 
prosperity. 

He relied on climate to draw 
cold-weather retirees and 
wowed them with streets lined 
with citrus. 

Now, Sun City residents may 
have to add an "X" to their lex
icon - for xeriscape landscap
ing. 

A local non-profit is working 
with the Maricopa County De
partment of Transportation to 
rip out dozens of the iconic orna
mental orange trees ·that have 
lined medians on Del Wehh Ron-

is a sign that both the trees and 
public attitudes about water use 
have changed since the trail
blazing retirement community 
opened more than a half
century ago. 

In place of the citrus, flower
ing, drought-resistant plants 
such as lantana, ocotillo, cactus 
ancf Valentine emu bush are 
being planted. 

Volunteers from Proud Resi
dents Independently Donating 
Essential Services, known as 
Sun City PRIDES Inc., have re
moved 27 trees from one block 
along Del Webb Boulevard, 
starting just north of Bell Road. 
Once they complete several 
projects in other parts of Sun 

Water 
conservation 
is the main 
reason for 
removina the 

MORE ONLINE 
Go to surprise.azcentral.com t 
see Sun City before the changes 
and hear what residents have to 
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Gazett• Northwest Bureau 

SUN CITY - The PRIDES has 
f been recognized as one of the top 
i volunteer groups in the country by 
• "ftesident Reagan, who personally 
_presented PRIDES leaders with an 
award. 

In a ceremony at the White 
House April 22, Reagan gave the 
PRIDES. the 1985 President's Vol

. unteer Action Award. The group 
was one of 18 honored . ...... _ 

"It is national recognition for a ••• ..K!<?UP of retired volunteers," 
PRIDES founder Joe McIntyre 

~sa,td. "They have accomplished two 
..lhings: keeping a community of 
r:is,ooo clean and beautiful and 
· letsening the cost of government." ·· 

i'7.:Proud Residents Independently 
l ~ating Essential Services was 
. fO\\nded five years ago when the Del 
·& ' Webb Development Co. com
~P.leted Sun City. DevCo. main
•tained a crew of 40 workers whose . 
J ~-time jobs were to keep the 
retirement community spotless. · 

. When DevCo. shifted its empha-
sis to the newer community of Sun ---------
City West, maintenance of the McIntyre and treasurer Ann Foster 

:atzeet medians and common land- to the White House. ~folntyre said 
~ sea ping areas fell upon· Maricopa the award winners toured the Rose 
t County. The county did not employ . :and Blue rooms before attending 
l 4~ people to keep Sun City clean. the awards banquet. 

~ • The community responded by Reagan and Vice President 
l torming PRIDES, whose more than . George Bush attended the cere
• 300 members pick up trash, trim mony, but Nancy Reagan did not. 
,pushes and sweep sidewalks in each McIntyre said the president spoke 
,.of Sun City's 33 sections. An on the value of volunteerism. 
lelaborate scheduling system keeps Th S C'ty h d 

1..~ l t PRIDES be _ e un 1 program as rawn 
111, kieas oned mem r the interest in other communities. 
wor ng every ay. Sun City West has a PRIDES · 

. 
2 The group that organized the .. organ~tion, and communities in 

award,' the National Volunteer Cen- . southern Arizona and Missouri 
ter, paid the travel expenses of· ·have asked for information about it. 



Sun Citian Joe McIntyre (right) accepts a . 
recognition award for PRIDES from George 
Romney, chairman of the N ·onal Volunteer 

------- - - - - -- - - - - - - -

Center, as Pr 
City group 
honoried. 

The White House 

ident Reagan looks on. The Sun 
as fne of 18 organizations 
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Dog waste is caus
ing a stink in an area 
of Sun City. 

Gaylene and Ron 
Ely of the Sun City 
_PRIDES say dog own
ers in their neighbor
hood haven't been 
picking up after their 
pets, and they have 
started an effort to 
eliminate the prob
lem. 

Earlier this month, 
witli ~ssion from 
other members of the 
fO~unity. the Elys 
mstalled two signs 
that read. •PI~ pick 
~ after your pet· and · 
a margarine contain
er wtth complimen
tary ~s along North 

. 112th A.venue. part of 

Learn what Chapter XI 
Section 1 of the Maricopa 
County Health Code 
covers by going to .,.. • ....,.com 

the area that they take 
care of as members of 
the Sun City PRIDES. 

However, the next 
morning one of "the 
metal stakes holding 
a sign had been bent 
90 degrees, obscuring 
it from being read and 
the · margarine con
tainer ~ bags had 
been found tossed 
over the fence and iI\to 
a nelgliboni yard. 
~ m:e just so 

many J!'bs to do be-

•--■ 

AS 

-•1 
sides pick up dog 
waste.· said Gaylene 
Ely . 

Though members 
of the PRIDES are 
dissuaded from pick
Ing up animal waste, 
Gaylene Ely has been 
doing it anyway. 

"We Just want every
one to do their share.· 
she said. 

Ron Ely has since 
installed four signs in 
the neighborhood but 
ts now bolting them to 
the concrete fencing. 
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SERVICE 

PRIDES plant trees on Arl)or Day 
Memorialize 

fallen members 
By Art Huesonica 

l'Jo:CIAI. TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

The Sun City PRIDES me
norialized previous volun
eers during the group's Ar
>or Day celebration April 27. 
A tree was planted in mem

>ry and special recognition 
,o dedicated PRIDES vol
rnteers who died during the 
)ast year-Don Avery, Rich-
1rd Bondon, Bonnie Mirick 
rnd Faye Pitts. 

The trees are located in the 
nedil;ln of West Peoria Ave-
1Ue near North 108th Drive, 
.vest or the Fairway Recre
ltion Center, 10600 W Peo
~ia Ave. 

"Their efforts to 'Keep Sun 
:::ity Beautiful' are highly ap
preciated, so it is with this 
;pecial ceremony that we 
memorialize those who have 
gone before us," said Linda 
Dirks, PRIDES Arbor Day 
chairwoman. "These Sun 
City residents; had over 45 
years combined volunteer
ing for the PRIDES." 

DonAvery'swife,Mary, was 
in attendance and was deep
ly moved by the ceremony. 

There was also a tree plant
ed in memorial to Leta J. Ly-

Sun City PRIDES members, from left. Jim Dirks, Linda Dirks, Ron Enzweiler, Ken Smith and, in front. Oscar Pena of 
Maricopa County Department of Transportation with one of the trees planted by the PRIDES on Arbor Day. [Submitted 
photo/Art Huesonica] 

on-Murphy, a generous sup
porter of the PRIDES. 

District 4 Maricopa Coun
ty Supervisor Clint Hickman 
was an active participant in 
the celebration. 

"The work, pride and lOJJe 
are evident in the Sun City 
PRIDES," he said. 

Mr. Hickman also ex
pressed his appreciation for 
the close working relation
ship the PRIDES has culti-

vated with the many Marico
pa County agencies, many of 
which were represented at 
the ceremony. 

"This was a perfect way to 
help recognize our Sun City 
neighbors and volunteers," 
Ken Smith, PRIDES presi
dent, said. "We cannot (or
get those who contribute so 
much of their time and ener
gy to keeping Sun City beau
tiful." 

The PRIDES purchased 
desert.friendly trees from Lin
den Tree Nw-sery in Sun City. 
Maricopa County Depart
·ment of Transportation per
sonnel, supervi,sed by Crew 
Leader Oscar Pena, with the 
support of PRIDES mem
bers, planted the trees. The 
Bell Metal Club made mark
ers for the base of. each tree. 
Editor's Note: Mr. Huesonica 
handles publicity for the 
PRIDES. 

Clink Hickman, District 4 Maricopa County Supervisor. and Sun City PRIDES 
member Linda Dirks explain the significance of Arbor Day. [Submitted photo/ 
Art Huesonica] ... 
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Maricopa County Department of transportation worker Jesse Silvas, 
left, plants cacti on the: median of Bell Road east of Lindgren/Burns · 
avenues Tuesday morning in Sun City. Other MCOOT workers, above, : 
prepare spots for the cacti. The Sun City PRIDES collected around 240 
cacti through purchases and donations to beautify the median. 



Ntcll CGTIJOAJJ.Y NEWS-SUN 
Sun City PRIDES member Carol Howland, 100. is honored for her family's donations during a luncheon at 
the Mountain Vie-H Recreation Center in Sun City Thursday. 

PRIDES fete founder, 100 
I08A AYERY..PAGE 
DAILY NEWS~ SUN 

Carol Howland has 
manv fond memories of 
volunteering for the Sun 
City PRIDES. and the 
group returned the favor 
by remembering Howland 
and her late husband by 
dedicating its building to 
the couple and their years 
of setvtce. 

The PRIDES mem
bers thanked Howland at 
their annual luncheon on 
Thursday at Mountain 
View Recreation Center 
and wished her a happy 
birthday: Howland is 100 
today. 

·1 feel pretty good.· 

Howland said. 
She and her hu sband 

vemon respond, d to 
community call to actic,r. 
in the newspaper in 1977 
to clean up Sun City. ln 
those early days, Howland 
said she remembers the 
great times the group had 
together. 

• A bunch of us got to
gether and started pull
ing weeds,· Howland said, 
adding that she and the 
other volunteers would 
work in the mornings then 
all go out to breakfast af
terward. ·we had a Jot of 
fun.~ 

The PRIDES building, 
dedicated to the Howlands 

in 1988, commemorates 
their love and commit
ment to the community, 
explained former presi
dent Larry Allen. 

Allen, who was the first 
president of the organi
zation for 3 1h years. told 
the rest of the PRIDES 
members at the luncheon 
about not only Carol 
Rowland's years of ser
vice, but also how much 
he loves the organiza
tion. 

"You people are the 
ones that make Sun City a 
holding pattern for heav
en." Allen said. 

Allen, at 93. also has 
S&PllliJD.15 



PRIDES 
-•1 
many memortes of his ttme with the PRIDES, 
especially when President Ronald Reagan vis
ited the community in 1985 to present the or
ganization with the President's Volunteer Action 
Award. 

Allen actually wrote Reagan the letter that 
spurred the visit and reminded the president 
that they had met many years earlier when 
Allen was a college disc Jockey and before Rea
gan moved to California and became an ac
tor. 

kit's been a wonderful experlence/ Allen said. 
"The people in PRIDES bring the best with them 
from wherever they have been. They're all won
derful people. J'm just so proud of them." 

Recreation Centers of Sun City General Man
ager Jan Ek also expressed her love for the 
PRIDES organization and announced at the lun
cheon that the organ12:atton will be the beneficia-

IIICIC CO'fl:JDAILY NEWS-SUN 
Sun City PRIDES honored more than 160 members during a 
luncheon at the Mountain View Recreation Center Thursday. 

ry for the RCSC management team's fundralsing 
efforts in 2012. which culminates each year 1n 
the annual holiday celebration. 

Last year, Ek said, $6,000 was raised, and she 
hopes to increase that number this year. 



SUbmitted Photo 

PRIDES pins 
PRIDES members enjoyed their annual luncheon meeting Feb. 9 at Mountain View Recreation Center. 
One of the events ~s the presentation of volunteer service pins. Recipients of service pins are, front 
row, from left, Jim Koopman, 25 years, Jim Dircks, 15 years, and Richard Bondon, 15 years; In bacit, 
are Grace Kinsey, 10 years, Gaylene Ely (for Ron Ely), 10 years, Linda Dircks, 15 years, Betty Smith, 
15 years, and Harold Smith, 15 years. 
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n epen ent ewspapers, je rant 
Members of the Sun City West PRIDES, from left, Don Bergstrom (in orange windbreaker and cap), Bob Lovell (in dark sweat shirt) and Ray Hicks (wear
ing sunglasses) remove trimmings from trees along R.H. Johnson Boulevard near Camino del Sol Feb. 25. The SCW PRIDES mark their 30th anniversary 
this week. 

30 years of 
Volunteer group marks an active couple. Avid archaeology buffs, the 

pair occasionally went on digs. But when 
milestone in keeping sew they'd return, Ms. Barnett would notice the 

'clean, pristine' weeds in the community, which was still in 
the m idst of considerable construction at 

By Jeff Grant 
Independent Newspapers 

hen Joan Barnett and her husband 
moved to Sun City West over three 
decades ago, they were very much 

the time. Eventually, Mr. Barnett suggested 
his wife do something, and her efforts led to 
the Sun City West PRIDES. 

Members of the all-volunteer organiza
tion can be seen each Tuesday and Saturday, 
some wearing their bright orange caps and 

jackets, sprucing up rights of way or other 
public areas along major thoroughfares. 
Each December they coordinate a clnve to 
produce luminarias for families of the ser 
vice men and women stationed as Luke 
Air Force base, as well as kits that can be 
purchased in support of military members 
throughout the country. 

It all started with a few phone calls after 
that initial conversation between Ms. Bar-

See PRIDES - Page 17 
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PRIDES 
Continued From Page 1 

nett and he, husband, said current PRIDES 
President Nicki Miller. _ 

·'She called the Sun City PRIDES, and 
asked how it works.·· _ , 

After speaking with ::iw, C1_ty s group, 
Ms Barnett and some of her neighbors ~ot 
together with a common goal of keepmg 
wi1at was then Del Webb's latest plannea 
community "clean and pristine." 

Exactly :~o years later, about a decade af
ter Ms. Barnett passed away, the PRIDES' 
mfluence is felt and seen throughout the 
community of 17,500 housing units and 
roughlv 27,:300 residents. 

J\oin the neatly trimmed trees along 
R.11. Johnson Boulevard to the immaculate 
rock beds along Stardust Boulevard to the 
irrigation maintenance, the _PRIDES' work 
is evident, and its goal remams very much 
what it was when it opened its doors March 
8, 1982. _ 

"This is a community of people workmg 
together to keep this co~munity a beautiful 
place to live," said Ms. Miller. 

The SCW PRIDES got its start about three 
vears after the Barnetts arrived. In a hand
out titled "Sun City West PRIDES: The Why 
- The Hov." provided by the organization, 
Ms. Barnett describes the community: 

"The town was very small and very in
complete. Dirt was everywhere and so were 
weeds, weeds and more weeds. Each time I 
would return home from shopping, I would 
complain to my husband about all the 
wt't'ds and how messv everythmg was, and 
ho\, \,eed free and clean Sun City was. I 
guess lie hea,d enough because one day he 
said ii it bothered me so much, why didn't I 
do something about ifl" 

Ms. Barnett contacted Dr. Lawrence Al
len. then-president of the Sun City PRIDES, 
and then got in touch with the Maricopa 
Countv Highway Department, local state leg
islator. llawlev Atkinson and Bill Woodyard, 
the g<'lleral ,iwnager of the R.H. Johns~m 
Recreation Center. All were on board w ith 
the idea of a PRIDES-like organization, and 
thC' effort beqan gaining steam. 

On Feb. 17, 1982, a meeting was held to 
discuss the idea. Ms. Barnett, PORA's envi
ron111l'ntal protection coordinator Howard 
Cain Mr. Woodyard, Dr. Allen and several 

SUN CITY WEST INDEPENDENT 

Independent Newspapers/Jeff Grant . 
After joining in 1983, Ed Mo~e rema1~s one of 
the organization's longest actively ~erving mem
bers. He said the commitment of its volunteers 
has sustained the sew PRIDES. 

others attended. Dr. Allen explained the op
eration, the parties agreed to_ think it over, 
and a week later they met agam. 

After a short discussion, Ms. Barnett 
wrote, " the group decided _ to proceed 
w ith the sew PRIDES as an mdependent 
group." . _ 

A local news article advised residents 
of the group, and the first full meeting was 
held March 8, l 982. "Forty-four people 
showed up and the Sun City West PRIDES 
were formed." 

Shortlv afterward, the group decided 
what its 'acronvmn should stand for: Par
ticular Residents Involved, Doing Environ
mental Services. 

Of the 44 original members, 18 were 
women. 

·'One of their first projects was cleaning 
along Bell Road,'' said Peggy J<?~·nson. a 
past president. "They picked up I ;)O bags of 
trash and tumbleweeds. 

Over the years, the PRIDES grew in num
bers and widened their cleanup area, but 
stayed true to the original concept. They 
now cover 26 miles of streets, sweepmg gut
ters, curbs and sidewalks, trimming shrubs 
and trees, spreading and raking rocks and, 
of course, picking up trash. The group 
also has irrigation monitors who maintain 
26 miles of plastic pipe for watering trees 
and bushes. At one point, the group even 
cleaned in El Mirage but discontinued that 
over safety concerns. 

In January 2004, the PRIDES added a 
crew that works Tuesday mornings car-
------

Independent Newspapers/ Jeff Grant 
Joan Barnett, the founder and first president of 
the Sun City West PRIDES, is seen in an undated 
photo inside the organization's headquarters. 
Ms. Barnett had a dream of seeing the commu
nity remain "clean and pristine" and used_ a col
lection of dedicated volunteers to accomplish the 
mission . 

ing for grounds and parking areas housing 
the Sun City West Sheriff's Posse and _S~W 
Foundation offices, as well as the bu1ldmg 
the PRIDES shares with another organiza 
lion, Helping Hands. 

The group's work has saved taxpayers a 
bundle. 

It's estimated by Maricopa County that 

See PRIDES - P:ure 1& 
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the PRIDES save over $47S,OOO a vtar in 
maintenance and landscaping labor costs 
noted Ms. Joynson. ··Not onlv do \\ c sa, P 

taxpayers. ,,:c•rc also 111akii1g sure :lwir 
homes <1re worth 11 1<m ·· 

Technology has aided th( group. 
Like many orgamzations, the PRIDES 

have used computers for a number ot years 
for essential functions such as tool invcnto
F1es, maintenance records and communicat
ing w ith mcmbers." lfs helped us become 
more efficient and organized," \.1s Jovnson 

said. 
And the group has grown. 
Now 370 members strong. tlw PRIDl S 

boasts members from over 35 states. Can,1• 
da and Great Britain. Many are "~no\.vbircts" 
who spend the winter and early spring 
months in Arizona. More members comr 
from Illinois (36) than any other state. 22 
members come from Arizona. according to 

PRIDES literature 
The growth a11d pt'rlorm,mct• of tlw 

PRIDES is cause for, \\ t•ll . .i lot ol pnde w ith 

in the group 
"Not only is this ou1 :30th c.11111ivcr.,a1\. " 

noted Ms. Miller, " but as an orga111zat1011 we 
couldn't be stronger I think we'rl' looking at 
our 30th anniversar; \.vith a lot of pride " 

The spirit of volunteerism reflects a spirit 
,,·ithin the <.. , rr 'Tl\lllity, offer •c' 'l \lille1 

-- - - --- ------ ----
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10 years of service . . . .. 
sun City Posse officials recognized Bob Keefer, Ron Cummins and Bill Smtih with certificates and 
pins for their 10 years of service to the all-volunteer or..:g~an_iz_a_u_on_. _________ _ 

Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 

Top posseman 
Tom Jordan, left, receives a plaque from Art Jenkins, operations officer, after being named Sun City 
Posse Member of the Year. Mr. Jenkins noted that among his other duties, Mr. Jordan conducted more 
than 3,000 vacation watches last year. 
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PRIDES take Foundation handoff 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

A~ong:standing Sun City organization calls 
11 quits. 

The Civic Foundation of Sun City dis
banded at the end of November. The organiza
tion, originally a branch of the Sun City Home 
Owners Association, was responsible mainly for 
painting and repairing the common walls in the 
community. But it provided assistance in other 
ways, according to Paul White, a long-time 
board member and one of the agem.')''s found
ers. 

"In the beginning it was established to have a 
501 (c)3 organization people could donate to for 
painting the walls," he said. 

Walt Patterson, foundation treasurer, an
nounced the dissolution in a short e-mail sent 
Nov. 29. 

"The Civic Foundation of Sun City, formerly 
the Sun City Homeowners Foundation, will be 
dissolved at the end of November for lack of do
nations," he stated in the e-mail. 

He added remaining foundation funds would 
be donated to the Sun City PRIDES. 

However, Mr. Patterson did not respond to an 
e-mail request for further comment. 

Sun City has another foundation, founded 
and operated by Recreation Centers of Sun City, 
and it will remain active, according to Deanna 
Szentmiklosi, RCSC spokeswoman. The Sun 
City Foundation's mission does not include wall 
repair and painting, she added. 

Mr. White said the foundation board decided 
another organization could have more suc
cess raising funds. The PRIDES were selected 
because they have high membership and their 

Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
Sun City PRIDES volunteer Faye Pitts fills a large garbage container with landscaping and other trash from 
Bell Road. The PRIDES received the remaining funds from the Civic Foundation of Sun City when that orga
nization disbanded at the end of November. 

work is similar to the foundation's main mis
sion. 

"We were a board of five people, and the 
PRIDES have a larger group and more notori
ety," Mr. White said. 

PRIDES member Bonnie Mirick said the 

money gained from the foundation will be used 
for the 99th Avenue project designed to paint 
desert-related figures on the wals lining both 
sides of the roadway. Mr. White estimated there 

~ 
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VF SC Prides 

Continued From Page 1 

was about $5.000 left In the foundatlon at:• 
count. 

Shortly after the foundation was estab
lished, the board raised $150,000, which 
was used to paint nearlv :37 mile.::. of walls in 
the community, aa:ord.ing to Mr. White. 

"That was a bargain for painting,i> Mr. 
White explained. "We painted 3-4 milks 
of walls a couple of years ago and it cost 
520,000.'' 

The PRIDES assisted in that initial effort 
by trimming trees and shrubs and cleaning 
the areas in fro11t of the walls. 

Over the years the foundation hel[)f'd res
idents repair walls bordering their property 
that were damaged by vehicles, tree falls or 
other means That repair is one of the things 
that drained foundation resources faster 
than they could be replenished, according 
to Mr. White. 

"Our largest expense was at the corner 
of 107th and Olive avenues," he said. "The 
curved sign there was damaged three differ
ent times, and U1c last repair cost us about 
$8,:300" 

He added foundation officials tried to get 
the insurance companies of the dnvcrs cov 
er the expl.'nse but were !iUcccssful in only 
one of thpse ind<ients. 

The foundation raised its funds through 
its own mailings amt through a mail cam 
paign m conjunction with SCHOA. 

The foundation was separated frurn 

SCf IOA ~everal yrars •1-$0 because HOA 
boa•d memht-rs 1·:r::re co11r'erned founda 
lion tuncts were being spent tt11 the pm,ate 
dog park at Del Webb and Thunderbird 
hoJlevards, accordin1; to Mr. White. 

"Foundation moni::y was spent for ~pe
dfically earmarked projects,'· !-.k White 
explained. ·•we paid the water bill at the 
park from moner donated hy them (park 
users).'" 

In addition to wall rep,1ir and painting, 
the foundation funded pulsing porch lighL~ 
f?r residt'nts to use when (imcrgcnc.y 'ser• 
vices were call€'d, Mr. White ~plain~d. 

"Those lights hclpc-d the emcrgcncv 
teams finds the I 1ou~!, · h<' adcted. • 

Mr \1/h1te said it was hoped lhc PRIDES. 
a grour. the, foundation m;:ide donati,ms to 
over the years, would take over responsibil, 
ity for the walls. However, Ms. Mirick said 
that has not be<!n discussed bv the PRIDES 
board. • 

"I suppose it is a possibility. but only for 
the paintmg, we would not l>e able to do 
repairs,'' she said. 

The next PRIDES board meeting is in 
January and that would .be the first oppor
tunity for it to be discussed, Ms. Mirick said, 

The Sun City .Foundation operated by 
RCSC, cstublished in March 1986, ilSsists 
h<Jroco~ners unable to make their annual 
property assessment payments, rro qualify, 
ap~licants must own a Sun City property, 
reside 111 the home and haw lived in Sun 
City at least five years, a<:cording to Ms 
Szentmiklosi. Applications mu$! mclude 
financial information, the11 ap(">lica ,ts ..ire 
i11terviewe<.l, 

Sun City Independent 12/4/2011 

"If approved. the foundation pays all or , 
a portion of the asse~ment, •· Ms. Szrntmik
losi said. 

The Sun City Foundation also used to 
provide 20 SCAT tickets a month to those in 
net?d, she added, If anbthl'r local transpor 
tatio11 ;igency is established. that assi.~tanc-e 
coald be restarted she noted. 

RCSC's foundJ.tion is also funllL'd E'll· 
tirdy hy clon.,••ons. Ms. Szemmiklosi si,iid 
donations have decreased during the strug• 
gling eeonomy, by th~ agenc:v is finandallv 
secure to continue its work. All foundation 
donations are tax de<luctible, she added. 
Pounc1ation offidc1ls rue also available to · 
make presentations to groups, Ms. Szent• / 
miklosi explained. 

To apply or for additional information, i_ 

call 623 561-4620 or e-mail boar<.lofficew~ 1: 
sunaz.com. 
Nt!tmJ Editot Rusty Bradsha,o can 1w rmch~d al 

623-445-2125 or rl:mul(fhaw(anewt,mp.com. 

1 
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PRIDES want 
to give Sun City 

a fresh coat 
IOIIA AVERY-PAGE 
D.'il Y NE:WS-SfJI{ 

Sun Cily PRIDES member Bonnlc l\.1Jrlck 
thinks that the community needs a little bit of 
a facelilt. 

Mirick arldres8ed the board of the Sun City 
llome Owners Association at tts meeting Tu<>~5· 
day morning to outltru- a PRIDES plan to sprnce 
up the appearance of the community • .specifically 
the walls along 99th Avenue. 

·we feel that Snn City is s~ to look tirf'd,
Mlrick said. 

Mtrlck asked the SCHOA board if there would 
be any problem with the PRIDES paJnUng mu 
rnls at as yet to be detemtined intervals along 
the wall. The Issue of who owns the Sun City 
walls has. long been a point of discussion in the 
comlll~. so the SCHOA directors told Mirick 
they could not. give her and other PRIDES mem
bers permission to complete the nrojer.t, hut tlv•y 
commended the idea. 
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VF SC Prides 

PRIDES 
fBOMAt 

While SCliOA di
rector Jim Powell 
questioned whether 
the murals would 
invite graffiti paint
ings on the walls, 
too, he recommend-' 
ed that Mirick attend 
the transportation 
committee meeting. 
which he chairs, 
to talk to Maricopa 
County representa
tives, as they are 
more likely to be able 
to make decisions re
garding the walls. 

Mirick explained 
that the murals will 
add both interest and 
color to the promi
nent walls. which are 
seen oy anyone driv
ing through the area; 
the murals would not 
be painted in Mpsy
chedelic colors· but 
instead more muted 
desert tones will be 
used, she said, add
ing that they are 
working with local 
artists to create tem
plates that could in
clude coyotes, geckos 
and cacti. 

Powell has been in
creasingly concerned 
with the shape of the 
medians in Phase l 
of Sun City . and has 
b een active In asking 
his transportation 
committee for solu• 
t lons to the un slgh t-

ly bro\vn grass areas 
in the medians south 
of Grand A\'enue. 

Powell told the 
board Tuesday's that 
unfortunately, the, 
county has no room 
in its 2012 budget to 
fix up the medians. 
but. he Is hopeful 
that he will have bet
ter luck in 2013. 

SCUOA is still ac
cepting applications 
for its board of direc
to r e ler. tio n s in No
vember : the final day 
to tu r n in candidate 
packets is Monday. 

Tbe elections will 
take place from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 
18 at the same time 
as SCHOA's vendor 
fair, featuring 50 lo
cal companies and 
more than $3,000 in 
gifts. gift cards. and 
services to be raffled 
off. 

Votes can also be 
cast on from 9 a .rn. 
lo noon Nov. 19. The 
ve ndor fair and vot 
ing will be conduc ted 
a t the SC.HOA offices 
a t 104 01 W. Coggins 
Drive . 
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Community A3 
Far left, workers plant cactt along the Bell Road 
median. Top left, golden barrel cactus in a 
Maricopa County trailer Vrdit to be planted on 
Tuesday. At left, Jesse Silva works on planting 
a golden barrel in the median of Bell Road, just 
west of Lindgren Avenue on Tuesday. Silva and 
the rest of his crew from the Maricopa County 
General Maintenance department are help-
ing the Sun City PRIDES add 250 new desert 
plants. including cacti ranging from cholla to 

fish hook barrels, to ttJe median 
throughout Sun City. Below, a 
golden barrel cactus sits fre.5hly 
planted. The Sun City PRIDES 
are working on one of two of 
their biggest projects of the year 
- beautifying the median of 
Bell Road in Sun City. 
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The Prides are up ancr~at 'em in~the njQriilf\g.Wh~tl tt~t~co.ol -- . . ·. t·:/- !,;,. ~:/ ~ .~ ~ 
We don our vest, pulron o~r glov.es·and take ou'r trusty°tools , -_ · 
·we head out to tneJmuJ.evards to ·make them bright and gay 
We-may be gi;-ay but still have Pride and want them.keJlt -tl1at way ' 
We hope you:lf~e. tne things we do and·we woilltl like to ~ay -' , 
If you need a little;exercise along the way ·- -.. 
Tl):e:nic;est way to _do it all is join our pappy crew . . __ ~ 
\fheil P_rid~. day" comes around 

•\, \ ,• J __ ..... 

We wake up in the morning to the robin's bee~ 'n call , - . . iJ ·_·:.· 
Cy, , 

The-early bird may get the worm but we get the leaves that fall 
We pick up all the bottles, the cans and rubbish, too , 
That-some fo}!cs drop along the way to.clut_ter,up the vi~w 
T.o keep our city at its best and always.looking new 
-Don't toss· it~Qut the window as some are prone to do - 1 

.Just put it in a tote bag and take it home w,ith YQU -
When Pride-day comes around · - ~

, ✓_ :. I C\_iY-_. 
\ , . : 

• . \ I : '. 
·. . , , / . 

. . , . , 
, . 

. , - ' 
~ . . . 

. . 
It don't take years of training to prune ore trim~ treet,, 
It does take heart and a lot of Pride to do.it ·alr for· free -
So if you wish to join us just give our ·phone a 'ring, 
Sun Pity Prides will show you how-to m~e that-01q· heart sing 
We_ meet on We~esday morning for lo.ve labo.rs of tlie-·day,· 
Saturdays we do the sam~, we think Ws nice that way · 
It's rolls and coffee in the morn and chew a rag or two 
When Pride day comes arourid 

' 
We need a landscape artist who ca,n really paint a tree 
And sanitation -engineers to. pick up the debris - · 
Communication specialists to make those old phone calls 
We need you -folks that are not afrqid to dress in coveralls 
We even do aerobics with rake and;lfof in.hand · .- • , _, 
We getthings done while working-out and we don't need a.pa~~- -. 
If yotr have the thing called Pride we ne~d you Qne and all . 1·· -

When Pride day comes around · -

· Del Webb built our city with a lot of love and pride 
0 A,nd the greatest way to honor him is to st~nd up-side by side.-
And keep·our·city handsome, how-can you not abide · 
We know he's -looking at us with~ -smile a mile wide 
If you nave a care or two that you w~t chased away 
Just volunteer your talents that you have stashed away 
And you'll be looking forward to -every single,day· 
That Pride-day comes around· -:, : 

Now. tfiere are many mapy way.s:that y.ou can !>ea :Pride 
Just do tpe things that make y9'llfeel all warm and good.inside 
•It may be sharing of your.wealth or·giv.e a helping hand 
You only get one .chance in life $Oi90 th~ _best-you_ can 
Just start the morning.with a smile~ n.ey'~~t•s.tlie--thitig,_to do .- -. ; , 

. F,or,every one·you·give,:~W~Y-two com~~ack.fo·.youE:-:; .,_ . ': / . (.· :..,, - ·:· ' •. /·- . 
~Weth-anlf you •for your. gr~~i-Ru~J1~Jp. ~irt_qJ 01:1(~~o§a~Jon',t00;i~,.' .:.('-¢. _;,._;; ,~,_-,Y?,. ;:_t?~· ;; .. 

- . Whe9tri~e. day co~e;~ -OlJ~tl ~;{: _:~ -;--:_){.-, :, '.,~' ,;·::xi \:.~:/;!'.)tf / ,f. ._\t~ '.;.f. •.:'. ti· 
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PRIDES, inmates keep Sun City clean 
Some 30 Sun City PRIDES volunteers showed up 7 p.m. Feb. 27 at 102nd and Alabama avenues to 
strip citrus trees in the median. These volunteers, known as the "Squad," volunteer Saturday morn
ings, except for holidays, in the winter starting at 7 a.m., working for about an hour and a half; in 
the summer they start at 6 a.m. A PRIDE van driver accompanies the group to see that they have the 
proper tools, bags, water and more. They volunteer year-round, though the group is smaller in the 
summer. The phase coordinators of phase 1, 2 and 3 inform the Squad as to where work needs to be 
done and where to meet. Many PRIDES then take part in a breakfast following their work. On some 
Mondays, the PRIDES get assistance from Sheriff Joe Arpaio's chain gang. They work about three 
hours where needed to help clean the ci1y, stripping oranges and bagging them. The PRIDES furnish 
the tools necessary and direct them to the areas needing help. The van driver stays with them until 
the job is finished. 
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Workers 
take great 
Pride 
BY LAURIE HURD 

Attacking fallen leaves, ar
resting roadside garbag~ ~nd 
giving dirt the runaround 1s Just 
a few of the much neede~ t~sks 
-performed,. by: ~toe· Sun. City 
Prides._~ , · ;· •. . , , ~ · 

The community-minded Sun 
Citizens who make up the Proud ;. 
Residents Independently 
Donated Essential Services 
(PRIDES), picked up their ra~es 
in 1980 and have been cleaning 
up Sun City ever since. 

" I guess pride for our com
munity brings us out," says Joe 
McIntyre, past president and 
founder of the Prides. 

This· unique organization 
began after Del E . Webb 
Development Co. (DEVC~) gave 
Maricopa County the ]Ob of 
maintaining Sun City's streets, 
along with keeping the medians 
and parkways clean and neat.. 

But Sun City's 14 square miles 
proved to be a big job for just six 
county workers. So Mclnty_re 
decided to do something· about 1t. 

McIntyre composed a letter to 
the editor of the local paper call
ing for volunteers to he~p in the 
upkeep of their community. 

In two yea~s, approximatel_y 
400 Sun Citians have put on their 
work clothes and lined the city 
streets with garbage cans and 
brooms. 

The Prides have <11v1<1ea ~un 
City into 33 sectors with a 
monitor overseeing each area 
for general upkeep. A special 
force works on certian citywide 
projects. There are committees 
for weed spraying, tree trimm
ing, painting citrus trees and 
taking care of the city's watering 
system. The Prides also main
tain several miles of drainage
ways. 

McIntyre says the work done 
by the Prides has saved the coun
ty about a half a million dollars. 

"I think . we are known 
throughout the nation. We have 
had people from Japan and other 
countries come and observe us 
for their retirement com
munities. We were even on the 
Today Show,'' he says. 

The Prides have grown to such 
an extent that they are in the pro
cess .of moving into their own 
building. Currently-supplies and 
vehicles are being kept at 
various members' homes. 

"DEVCO has prepared the 
plans for us and they will build it 
for us at cost. The Sun City 
Water Co. will provide us the 
space for a $1 a year. The 
building should be completed by 
March l," McIntyre says. 

He says the work of the Prides 
will continue in the future. "We 
plan to continue indefinitely. '' 
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*PRIDES IT1ak8 Sun City sparkle 

/ 

- From CB 
r maintain 29 miles of parkways 

with grass or desert landscap
ing, care for 2,600 trees and 
other vegetation on medians, 
maintain 11 miles of drainage 
ways, maintain the county's 
automatic watering system of 
26 miles of pipe, 40 clocks, 85 
valves and 2 ,385 bubbler 
heads. 

The county has estimated 
the PRIDES perform. 62,000 
hours of work a year, amount
ing to $500,000, and in return 
the county provides trash bags, 
pickup, paint for citrus trees, 
safety · vests, h erbicides and 
traffic control devices. 

PRIDES a lso advise the 
county of potholes, missing 
street signs and other matters 
in its jurisdiction. 

" We still let the county trim 
the palm trees," McIntyre said. 
" We haven't •found any volun
teers to go up there 50 or 60 

· feet." 
Among PRIDES' tasks, how

ever, has been cleaning up af
ter olive trees, until one mem

Sun City ·PRIDES membe;s rake lea~es, . bers first used their own tools, but subse- ber told them the trees could 
along with grooming .the crushed granite quent donations have enabled them to · be sprayed to prevent produc-
during their regular cleanup chores. Mem- purchase equipment. tion. 

"Until then, though, we had 
people on their knees picking 
up olives," McIntyre said. 

Another devoted member 
spends hours sweeping seven 
sections of artificial turf that 
decorates the median on Del 
Webb Boulevard. 

" He sweeps them every 
week and it takes three hours 

//The county just 
couldn1t continue 

the amount of care 
Devco had and 
we would have 

to help. 11 

--Joe McIntyre 

just to do one," Mrs. Holquist 
said. 

Another couple spends hours 
daily spraying for ,weeds, 
which ultimately cuts down on 
the PRIDES' tasks. 

Initially, PRIDES used their 
own_ · tools, but through dona
tions have raised enough mon-

• PRIDES, CIO 



*PRIDES clean up 
- From C9 
ey to purchase the m . 

The group incorporated as a 
non -profit orga ni zati on i n 

dogs along Bell Road from De l 
Webb Bou leva rd to 99th Ave
nue and thcv always pick up 
thr ee bags of" t rash ," Mrs. 
Holqu1,;t said 

]982. 
McIntyre said sometime this · Mel ntyre told of a woma n 

spring Devco wil l build a shell who walks to a convenience 
of a storage fac ility on leased store at Unwn Hil ls and 107th 
Sun City Water Co. property Aven ue to get her Sunday pa 
on Greenway so PRIDES no per , picking up :rash a long the 
longer have to store equipment way. 
at their homes. PRJDES al:So have been aid-

Two va hs, a pick up truck, a ed by members who "seem cap-

golf cart a nd traile rs for herbi- //One couple walks 
cide sprayers, donated to the 
PRIDES, a lso wi ll be k ept their dogs along Bell 
there. 

Community s uppor t h as Road and they 
been t he backbon e of the always pick up 
PRIDES, McIntyre a nd Mrs. 
Holquist said. three bags of trash.// 

Some residents have been 
inspired enough by the s ight of --Fritz ie Holquist 
PRIDES working along the able in all areas. repa irs, pa int
road to stop a nd give dona- ing, lettering,'· McIntyre said. 
tions. One me mber handpa inted 

"We still get people ·stopping PRIDES logos on 280 vests. 
right in the road to t ell us " People used to think we 
we're terrific," he said. work ed for the county," Mrs. 

"Sometimes we think that's Holquist said, because mem
a traffic hazard," Mrs. Holqu- be rs wore the orange vest s 
ist said. "But every 'Thank county workers wear. 
you' means a lot." " I guess they thought we 

They credit a l l reside nts were gremlins,'' McIntyre said. 
with being PRIDES helpers by "Now when they ask who we 
maintaining their own proper - work for, we turn around a nd 
ties. Others have ta ke n up the show them our logo," Mrs. 
exa mple of the PRIDES with- Holquist said . 
out joining t he group. T h, · ,;uccess of t he PRIDES 

"One coupl e wa lk !', the ir • PRID ES. Cl I 

*PRibES ~lean up 
-From ClO ·: ·, 
spurred a spin-off in neighbor
ing Sun City West, Particular 
Residents Involved Doing En
vironmental Services, started 
in 1982. 

; ~ 

In 1981, the PRIDES were 
honored through the National 
Association of Counties for 

·their volunteer efforts and in 
1982 with the George Wash-
ington Honor Medal from the. 

Valley.Forge Freedom Founda
tion: 

Local and national television 
has chronicled the work of the 
PRIDES and groups around 
the world have studied them as 
part of the machination of a · 
-model retirement community. 

"Lit tle did we realize it 
would grow to this," McIntyre 
said. 

He just wanted to pick up 
.the orange~. 

. ~· .. ~--:=======:::::::;===-:::=..-,,.-,;~=~-

of several vehicles donated by local busi 
nesses. He will repaint the van with th1 

PRIDES logo. ·(News-Sun photo 
Sun City PRID,ES member Verno~ Howland 
sands the paint from a van donated by 
Palmer Plumbing in Peoria. The van is one 

___________ .;.._ __________ _ 



SUN CITIANS TAKE PRIDE 
IN THE "PRIDES" 

Proud Residents Independently Donating E ssential Services 

At the time the Del E. Webb Development Company 
(DEVCO) turned over the responsibility of maintaining the 
streets to Maricopa County, they had completed the develop
ment of Sun City. It soon became apparent to the residents 
that the county would not be able to maintain the streets and 
medians as DEVCO had done. 

In 1980, Joe McIntyre wrote a letter to the newspapers asking 
residents, " Are you tired of our streets not being cleaned?" and 
asked that anyone interested join him at a designated time and 
place. Three people showed up! 

This led to Mclntyre founding the PRIDES, truly a bona fide 
service group- although they do enjoy socializing following 
the day's work. Shortly after organizing, they were incorpo
rated as a 50l(c)~tax exempt organization. The PRIDES de
pend on contributions from residents and local businesses. 
Contributions are tax-deductible. 

Volunteers, both men and women (they claim to be an equal 
opportunity employer), come from all walks of life with a wide 
diversity of backgrounds. McIntyre, as part of a poem he 
wrote, stated: 

"They've been hankers, accountants, and owners ojshops, 
Teachers and preachers, nurses and cops." 

What do the PRIDES do? They maintain 210 miles of streets 
and medians on 214 square miles housing approximately 
45,000 residents. They can be recognized by their orange 
safety vests as they trim trees, pick oranges, paint tree trunks, 
wander down 11 miles of drainage ditches with litter pickups, 
feed and water about 2,500 trees, maintain the county' s water
ing system (no mean feat in itself), and remove tons of trash. 

Volunteers are coordinated by geographic areas. Coordinators 
in Phase I, II, and III every Saturday morning, assign volun
teers to specific areas to clean, while others may be assigned to 
"troubled" areas. The squad leader drives a van and delivers 
supplies to the volunteers. Litter is deposited in orange plastic 
bags and left for the county to pick up on Monday mornings. 
Overtime comes into play in the event of a bad rain/wind 
storm. 

The PRIDES have a very close working relationship with the 
Maricopa County Department of Public Works. The county, 
while providing no financial support per se, does provide the 
orange safety vests, orange plastic bags, supplies, fertilizer, 
paint, and weed control items. A law passed in September 
2003 mandated persons using weed sprayers must be trained 
and certified to use such- thi s applies to the PRIDES volun
teers using a sprayer. 

It has been estimated that these wonderful volunteers save the 
county about $500,000 a year! Vehicles, tools, and supplies 
are housed in a building bui lt for them located at 91 st Avenue 
and Greenway. 



The group has received many recognitions. Among them are 
The National Association of Counties and The Freedom Foun
dation's George Washington Medal. In 1988, the President' s 
Volunteer Action award was presented to Joe McIntyre by 
President Ronald Reagan at a special luncheon held at the 
White House. They have also been featured on local and na
tional television shows. This exposure has created interest in 
other communities, such as Sedona, to form their own 
PRJDES. Sun City West's group came into being in 1982, and 
is equally vital as Sun City's. 

Thanks to the PRIDES, it's no wonder newcomers to the area 
often remark about the cleanliness of the area. Long live the 
PRIDES! 

© Sun Cities Area Historical Society 



"Concrete, steel and lumber make the build
ings, but people make the community. To
gether we can realize a way of life unprece
dented in America." 

- Del E. Webb 

* * * * * 
WHO ARE THE PRIDES? 

Who are the PRIDES? 
Well they're easy to know 
There's Manny and Harold 
And Betty and Flo. 

They've been bankers, accountants 
And owners of shops 
Teachers and preachers 
And nurses and cops. 

They've come from far places 
To be in the sun 
They dance and they bowl 
They bike and they run. 

Some are confined 
Because of poor health 
But the spirit is there 
And they give of their wealth. 

Their home is their castle 
They're willing to share 
A part of their lives 
For beauty and care. 

When the good Lord looks down 
Over all He abides 
We pray that he smiles 
On the work of the PAI DES. 

-Joe McIntyre, 
Founder 

HELP WANTED 

By the Sun City PRIDES for the following 
Executive and Professional positions: 

1. LANDSCAPE ARTISTS 
(Paint Tree Trunks) 

2. TREE SURGEONS 
(Trim trees and shrubs) 

3. FLOOD CONTROL ENGINEERS 
(Pick up debris in ditches) 

4. SOIL IMPROVEMENT TECHNICIANS 
(Dig and pull weeds) 

5. PHYSICAL FITNESS DEMONSTRATORS 
(Pick up citrus and debris) 

6. SANITATION ENGINEERS 
(Sweep curbsides) 

7. MAPOLOGISTS 
(Maintain street name signs) 

8. COMMUNICATION SPECIALISTS 
(Make phone calls) 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
WORK CLOSE TO HOME 

DYNAMIC WORK ENVIRONMENT 
PERMANENT WORK 

ON A PART-TIME BASIS 
SHORT HOURS 

GUARANTEED LIFETIME 
FRINGE BENEFITS 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER -
YOURSELF 

* * * * * 
TO APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP, 
TO SEND DONATIONS OR FOR 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

WRITE: SUN CITY PRIDES, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1463 
Sun City, AZ 85372 

SUN CITY 
PRIDES 

SUN CITY PRIDES, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1463 

Sun City, Arizona 85372 

933-1687 



SUN CITY PRIDES, Inc. 

The Sun City PRIDES, a non-profit corpora
tion, was organized In the Spring of 1980 for 
the purpose of maintaining the beauty of the 
community and to lessen the financial 
burden to government. It has grown to an 
active volunteer membership of over300 re
tired men and women from all walks of life. 

Sun City, with a population of over 45,000 
covers 14 square miles. There are 210 miles 
of streets; these include 29 miles of park
ways with grass and/or desert landscaped 
medians and rights of way. There are more 
than 3200 trees and plantings on these 
medians. There are also 11 miles of drainage
ways to be maintained. 

The PRIDE members provide more than 
62,000 man hours of work each year in main
taining these streets, parkways, etc. In de
veloping a maintenance and beautification 
program, the PRIDES divided Sun City into 16 
sections with a monitor In charge of each 
section. The PRIDES also have a Task Force 
that works on special maintenance projects: 
they also have committees for functions 
such as tree trimming, painting the trunks of 
the Seville Ornamental Orange trees, weed 
spraying, tree and shrub feeding, care of 
automatic watering systems, reporting to the 
Maricopa County Highway Department 
needed street repairs, and recommending 
streets for surface treatment maintenance. 

The volunteer work performed by the PRIDES 
is not limited to the aforementioned work. 
The magnitude of the work can be judged 

by the fact that they trim, feed, and water ap
proximately 2600 trees, replace trees when 
needed, remove tons of debris and oranges, 
paint the more than 1800 Orange Trees and 
maintain the County's automatic watering 
system which has 26 miles of underground 
piping, 40 clocks, 85 valves, and 2385 bubbler 
heads. The PRIDES rake and clean litter from 
every desert landscaped median and right of 
way and also remove litter from many miles 
of grass medians. Additionally, the portions 
of Arizona State Highway 60-89-93, routed 
through Sun City Is maintained. The Prides 
conduct an ongoing educational program 
emphasizing the importance of preventing 
litter and the concern for care of public 
streets, medians and rights of way in Sun 
City. This is done thru articles published in 
the local newspapers, signs posted on 
medians, and public speaking appearances. 

Donations by citizens, clubs and businesses 
provide the funds for work tools, bubbler and 
timer supplies, fertilizer and tree and shrub 
replacement. The PRIDES receive support 
from, and have an excellent relationship 
with, the Maricopa County Highway Depart
ment. The County supplies plastic trash 
bags, paint for trees, safety vests, advance 
traffic control devices and herbicides for 
weed spraying. Additionally, facilities and 
space on county-owned property have been 
designated for use by the PRIDES. Officials 
of the Maricopa County Government esti
mate the value of services provided by the 
PRIDES to be in excess of $500,000.00 
annually. 

The PRIDES motto is "Keeping Sun City 
Beautiful." They have· succeeded to such a 
degree that the story of the program has 

spread across the U.S.A. This is evidenced 
by the fact that the John Knox Village 
Pioneer News in Lee Summitt, Missouri, 
carried an article about the Sun City PRIDES 
and organized a likeness to the PRIDES of 
Sun City. Students at Northern Arizona Uni
versity have also copied the organizational 
efforts and call themselves GRIME. The 
Freedom Foundation requested and received 
a history of the PRIDES and The President's 
Task Force On Private Initiatives has placed 
the Sun City PRIDES program In their 
computer data bank to be used as an exarr.ple 
of successful volunteerlsm for other com
munities. Also, members of the PRIDES have 
appeared on local and national T.V. pro
grams, Including Channel 12 and the Today 
Show. A local song writer, Dutch Schultz, 
has written and recorded a song about the 
PRIDES. . 

In 1981, the PRIDES were the recipients of a 
national honor through the County Super
visors and the National Association of Coun
ties for their volunteer efforts In maintaining 
the beauty and neatness of Sun City, and In 
assisting the County in providing these ser
vices. 

Sun City residents can be Justly proud of the 
many wonderful volunteer organizations 
whose excellent work makes Sun City the 
best Adult Retirement Community In the 
U.S.A., and the PRIDES are proud to be a part 
of these community efforts. 

Proud Residents Independently 
Donating Essential Services 
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Norbert Grove, treasurer and spokesman for the Sun City Prides, intr oduces 
Dutch Schult:i, left, at ceremony in Bell Center. (News-Sun Photo) 

Song prai$eS SC Prides 
By JULIA WHTIFIED 

Staff Writer 
Not every or~zation.Jlas_ a _s 

-ri-t-ten-!or__.iL,_hphone other than Sun 
ity's famed composer and lyricist, 
)hn " Dutch" Schultz " 

Scnultz, 10:ilO~a a ., recentiy 
rote a song for Sun City and Sun City 
·est Sheriff's Posses and his newest 
>On-to-be a hit is a song about another 
>mmunity-minded service organiza
)n, the Sun City P r ides. 

Schultz sang his "Sun City Prides" 
,ng to the group at a special ceremo
: Sa turday in Bell Center . 

THE PRIDES displayed their grati
de and acceptance by asking Schultz 

sing their new song again so they 
uld sing a.long ~·i t.h him . 

" I think the song is terrific because 
it covers the field," said Norbert 
Grove, Pride treasurer and official ~ 
spokesman. _ . · · 

" We're very young and up until the 
time the Prides too"k over there was a 
deterioration of Sun City," -Grove said. 

GROVE SAID ALL Sun Citians are 
P rides just by cleaning up their own 
yards and "this song will get the show 
on the road" and explain the Prides' 
duty of keeping Sun City beautiful. 

" P r ide is the thing tha t rules the 
world and if everybody in this nation 
would just stop and react like you folks 
do, I really do believe 99 percent of the 
world's ills would be cured, " Schultz 
said to an audience of about 100 Prides. 

In upcoming weeks, Schultz's Prides 

and Posse songs will be available on 
record and Sun Citi ans may obtain 
records from either the Prides or P osse 
members. Schultz said the cost of each 
record has yet to be determined, al
though donations will be used for man- · 
ufacturing additional records; leftover 
'unds will be placed in the treasuries of 
the P rides and Sun City and Sun City 
West Posses, according to sales totals 
of each organization. 

SCHULTZ SAID this distribution 
manner will prevent anyone from mak
in~ any profit from the recordings. 

Schultz said he decided to wr ite a 
song for the Prides because " I like to 
honor people who do a good job for the 
community." · 

V 
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<( > By EVELYN BARBER The two groups turned out in num- 1 
<( It was an all-time, monumental day for the Sun bers, filling half the Peace Pipe Roorri D Q U 8 LE TAK ES ·. 
0 • City Prides and the Sun City Sheriff's Posse April 23\ at Camelback Inn where the ceremo-
0! w n both or anizations received awards from Free- nies were held. The Posse received an · The other surprise was for the 

_ u.. L_llilms · oun a ~n a :i Pv n.,...,_ _ . __ . honor certificate and the Prides .· a foundation's president. Allen inducted 
And that certainly capsules what the THERE ARE MANY tacets to its George Washington Honor Medal (at ~ Miller on the spot into the Sun City 

Sun City Prides organization is all program: nati9nal awards such as left). Dr. Robert Miller, Freedom .- Prides as an honorary member, 
about. those given April 23; private enterprise Foundation president, came to Arizona ! presenting him with his membership 

A BIT ABOUT the Freedom's Foun- awards; educational projects; semi- himself for the occasion (the Valley card, a Prides work hat ("to wear with 
dation at Valley Forge: It's a non- nars for graduates ; American herita~e ranked high on the national honors list, pride") and a copy of the record cut by 
profit, nonsectarian, non-political orga- workshops; youth . conferences on its with 13 awards earned) . · musician " Dutch" Schultz 'of the songs 
nization founded in 1949 to carry out campus and special programs from Larry Allen, Prides pr~sident, sur- · he wrote about the Prides and the 
national programs of information and time to ·time like economic education prised a . couple of people with his . Posse. ~ ~---=: 
education that promote the traditional projects, conferences for educators and acceptance speech. One was Joe Mcln- ·i IN ADDITION, MILLER was asked 
values of our country and offer a better workshops for professional organiza- tyre, founder. of the group. ' to endorse the same disclaimer card 
understanding of the responsibilities of tions. . SA YING THAT THE · Sun City · that every Pride does, promising not to 
citizenship in contemporary society. Its At presE,!nt, Freedoms Foundat10n Prides was not his idea but that of a- hold anyone responsible for what might 
national headquarters is about 25 miles has 43 volunteer chapters in 21 states, gentleman who had been the first happen to him while .. working as a 
west of Philadelphia. including Arizona. Sun City could have recipfent of the Sun City Outstanding Pride-and relinquishing . the right to 

.-The documentation on awa~ds .recip- a chapter, too, Allen says, and who Christian servTce award the previous.. strike. · · - , 
ients_ will be on display at Valley Forge knows? It c?uld_ happen. . week, Allen called McIntyre up fron.t to . ...,.Said Allen }.n accepting the medal : 
for a year so that the thousands of The ded1cat10n ot the Pndes as a accept the medal and- I'm bragging "We·, the Prides, choose no_t to be 
visitors to Freedoms Foundation· will - whole and individually, and the admir- now-an SxlO copy of the picture I took regulated, but to accomplish that which 
be able to see what it was that merited ation they command, is illustrated by , of Joe and his wife, Lucille, at the needs to be done so that not only shall 
national. recognition. The Prides' pres- Larry Olson, a Sun 'city "snowbird," Outstanding Christian awards dinner. we enjoy the beauty and dream of Del 
entation book, containing its well-docu- . and Marge Opfer, a Pr~es member. . Joe is . a quiet, modest man wno E. Webb, the builder of Sun City, but, 
mented history, was prepared by Pride Ma.rge had to _cu~ta1l her work with . works hard, smiles a lot and ·asks for more important, appreciate what our 
Bebe-T;ovitt and was considered by the the group-a~d 1t 1s hard work-be- little in the way' of credit, but that must Cr~ator has provided for us and all 
judges on the recommendation of Miss cause of an ailment. Olson, to ~elp the have been a most satisfying moment those who are to follow. We ... don't 

-Bess Stinson, past president of the capabl~ handicapped of Sun C1!y, do- for him as his nationally-recognized always see eye-to-eye, but we walk 
foundation's Phoenix chapter. nated six E-Z Reach~rs to the Prides: community effort was acknowledged. together hand-in-hand." o 0 E. ca-

It is interesting that the Freedoms Thanks to the pick-up tool, which . . 
· Foundation is not endowed or govern-: can lift anythi_ng from a postage stamp 

C/l ment-financed. It is underwritten by to an object weighing up to two pounds, 
~ tax-deductible contributions and mem- Marge can continue working wfth zest 
~ bership dues. -:· to help keep Sun City beautifu.!:._ _____ _ 
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F .. B ···1.1:. ,,£IQ, • -i' , 
~ ,~I]): _!,..;·~.,.,:;,..-,. :·;,;., :·.: · : · ty-owned property have been des-
orri~place'ttcov'e~~·•·aa:- ~eighbor- ignated for use by the Prides, 
1ooif..-sectfons0

: over. 14 square McIntyre reports. 
nile·s·: ·· 2io~;iniies\:6f · streets 29 · · · . · Ask Mclptyre why Prides are 
nile11 ·. of .landsciiped · p~rk~ays such nice guys and gals, wha t 
md rjghtii.'of 'Vay,:"anq tJ1e'citrus motiv~~es them to give up retire
rees·that:go~ Mcb)tyre gQing in ment time, , to, take a sense of 
he Jfirst' -plac~~ about~ 1 800 of order beyond . their own yards, 

.. ' • .,.... · · ' · ' d h' . . .. t " ld h!)m,•··,-· :~:;>,~•h: 1:}:';'.,/:'i' : :.::·:. an. isansv:;ei::,~s.WQ10 .· 
A~ ,t}:ie -~im~4.'~llen orangef! ·had , . First, · ... he/; ~i::~di.ts a com~o_n 

:otten .the ·bestw( Mclntyre;',Del _history:· We ,re all a generat10n 
•: .. :W,ebo;,pev~l§pm'en~ ·co.~·.·had · . ~f the._ Depr~13si?n. For ·10_ or 12 
ini~hed ' it,{[~u_n;JCity ,building, :years ·it was so 1mbedded m u_s ... 
urned its efforts toward develop- . · mdepende.,nce as a way of life . 
nent· of Sun, City West and '.'the Hard workers ca~e out of thal. '_' 
,rea.' was .turned · :over to the Second, that mdependencc 1s 
·o,mty for maintenance " Mcln- tied to need dictated by recent 
yre explains: ', · ' economic history, McIntyre indi-

The county, ·says McIntyre, cates .. 
.vas having a hard time keeping "The birth of.the Prides came 
·1p with \Vhat Sun Citians had at a particularly goo~ · ·tinie," 
{Otten used \·,tot'.-a ·;model-pretty, says McIntyre . . 
1nani~ure4_;~I_I.9'~er.: look Dex~o : . · F,:ir ~~e last three 'or four years .: 
:rews' had' for1years provided in · budget. problems have forecast 
th~ ·.'.~e,om~a-~y.$_~-:-11R~!~:tt <¾ '.'.SJll?· .''.Jpe H,k~li.ho~d)that ,funds , ,ould 
ho~~§;::,,·~..;'f:O)~i/i~!: ( r, ·,~\,. ,t ·\,,. eva~<Jrat13, ~h~t ~hat .. wou~q come 

-~ ~~o,m~utµo/,1-~dl:~~the;l~k. , to cp~wu~~t9.~un_t~es a~d 
ra,lh~~::.k!:7t1'.e.-~R}'1de~~•,rsupport,-:-•, 1·states ·w1ll b~ r~ess ,and less avatl- 1 

•~d ,'.so. ·d1~.\the :company,r;.~hat:, able. for thes~ types of pro- 1 

·:reated Sun City, McIntyre re- ·,_ : grams:" ·, · · · 
ports. ··: •. '.:·:;. · ;._ •/\ ·:··, ·· . · He adds: "It seems logical to 

He 'cred1ts Devco w.1th contm- do. what you can do yourself, 
ued support of the Prides: The rather than expect the govern-
t:ompany h?s donated· a van for ment to do it." · 
Lhe cl,ea_nu.P.M~~~,·.h~~--Pr~vid~d. . Wit~ the nation catching a 
mstruc_ttp_9.-;.o~f ~h~~i·Y>; m~m~1n '. glimpse of. the Sun City Prides, 
plant .. •. irng~ttQn,~,.sy,st()ms':'"'_a .Job. -McIntyre expects the appeal of 
Lhe Pri~es'.,lOQit!~rf~_d,o!l,ate~ ~.eed . ·,·: the · group's concept to ta ke 
killer;:-the:P.r,i_~es· }fav~ th~1r.own flight. 
weed. spray · -C!~Vf- and:· spray "I think it would spread to 
tank,an4;1\ia) '.p:~oviding_ ''._draw- •· other areas and other locations 
mgs ~d·'?,l~,buM a bwldrng at th:roughout . the nat ion, reti re
cost for us!' ~s~y~ ~~I11tyre.-. ment communities and other 

1:~e Pr!des .. spir:t and its ca- areas," he comments. 
pac1ty for ~ork 9wckly took ~he : , .. The' Prides' concept has a 1-
grou~ beyqrld .orange collection ready drawn interest, he adds. 
and _I,1tter-p_ickup. . . . , ·.,. · Nearby Sun City West has its 

.Tiarup_ voluntans.~ 1!1 ~he _ own Prides organizat ion. Green 
groue s s~o~·h~~t,o~ pas e~~~nd- Valley, a retirement community 
cd tQ,. wee,d, .. sprayu~g, J:ee : ~nd · near Tucson has made inquiries, 
shrub feed.m~ arid, tnmm1~g, and says McIntyre . . 
care of Maricopa Coµnty s .local O t . d A • M Int r , 
automatic watering systems. · u si e nzo~a, c Y c 

"We maintain' all • irrjgation, .. · saY,s · Landover .. H1Hs, M?·• ex
systems in :tt:i.eµians for:_qr.ange, ... pr~ssed earl;>' ; mtere~t . 1n the 
olive' and palm trees.that.n~v.e to : Pride~, a -~nd~~ facsim~le was 
be watere·a:·i:~nd':i!.we'i(Jliainlain:' ... ,orga~~zed_ -~n ·;ee · Summit, Mo., 
val yes and p~bl>ler hea.~,l~~s~y~~~!.'.an~ \ ~: v,\sitor /1,'om Lake G_~ne
Mclntyre.' '•-. .. c~: .~'·t•., ·;;·~~~.·h)~~:5'"·•:.!Y.8, W __ 1s.,_ ._also ,aslrnd for P11des 

~e cou~ty,·: ·.l}ke_, Deycif;~~~~r~_:1~ 9r~~tioi;i tp_~~k~. b~c~ home. 
not . ~~ored· the;• J:71.des:,:ih\'~~mg, ., --- - - · 
h d . . ' 'A":•· . ,: · ,/'....,$;,✓ •. ' an s. . .. •¥ ..= , :i; :~-;~!-·:·.;:•;-;':/ 

It : suppli!)s · Iriembei:s':,:or~~ge ;;· 
safety ves~;~i>la'stic' 'frash 'hiigs, . 
protective paint for trees, fertiliz
er, herbici~es for weed spray, 
and faciliti~s and space on coun-



Pre,.sident 
, 

.-<to ho-no·r Prides· : 
' ,!_ }-~ 1 l . 

The Sµn City: Prides have been chosen by the White House as : 
wirinersof the 1985 President's Volunteer Action Award in honor of 
their oiitsianding volunteer achievements to the community. 
· P~dent Ronald Reagan himself will present the award to the · 

group ataspecial White House luncheon April 22. 
The award recipients were chosen from over 2,000 nominations 

nation'3/1_d~ in 10 categories. Fifteen individuals, groups and na
tional organizations, two corporations and one labor union were 
chosen'winners of the award. 

· Tlj~ IO'l4~ are the only Arizona recipient of the award. 
"This 1$. recognition of a job well-done by the more than 300 

members who make· up the- P r ides," says Joseph McIntyre, presi
dent of Ute.J;>rides. " It's a group award and the credit goes entirely 

th 'be " . , . to e meD) rs. -. ,,.: 
Established in 1980, the Prides are comprised of more than 300 : 

volunteer residents who maintain the 14 square mUes of Sun City. 
Operatllijf expenses are covered by individual donations and 

contributions from area clubs and businesses. The value of the ser- : 
vices provid~ by the Pri<;les is estimated to be over $500,000 an
nua1ly. , ; t ; ~ 

: ~ •; · DHt'--Y NEws -su,v MIIR.cl-l ~ t<fr5 

l ,lt..l.J.J.1.:JU 

T-he Phoenix Ga~~,~~~v:.=~·}~:~-~·9;:_z.!~-3 
-t 

I Pos~i ~prf t,teS i 
. ' . . . . . , 

: -receive-=t-loflOrs 
\ 

The ~Cil.:i El:i.d.f.i..an~ Sun c ity Sherifrs Posse 
have been selecteato' recei~:-.r .ards for ~~cellenc~ 
in community programs from tlie Freedoms Foun 
detion at Valley Forge, Pa. _ . 

i Both Dr. Larry Allen, Prides president, end 

M . e "Babe" Batkdol\, commander of the posse, aurm . h ed,, 
. said they are "extremelr o_nor . . . 
' The Prides and the posse have been credited wit~ 

keeping Sun City clean and safe through the use o 
volunteers. · 

Eight other organizations have been sedlec~d 
A . to receive Freedoms Foun at1on from rizona 

awards. , · I 
"We're so honored," Berkdo!l said."~~ s a specie 

' thank you' to all of the people involved. . 
The awards will be presented to the groups Apnl 

23 during ceremonies at Camelback Inn. . . 
In other news, the Prides celebrate ~he\r t~ir~ 

birthday at 9 a.m. March 5 at the Faith Unite 
Presbyterian Church, 16000 Del Webb Blvd. 

Allen said the past year has been highlighted b_y 
d ·stance from the Man· 

continued support an ~ 1 Th p ·d ·· 
C nty Highway Department. e fl es :it sch~dule has doubled in .t~e. pest Yd~ 1th the 

group assuming more respons1b1hty, he a e . 
On the national level, Presi~ent. Re:gf d ha~ 

l ced information about the Prides m t e e era 
p a ter on Private Sector Initiatives, and ~ctrw Hcl!: Hayes has U!!ed the Prides. story m he1 
television commentary. 

To date, eight other communities h~ve patterned 
a Pride-type operation af~r the Sun C,ty group. 

Allen said the group ·also hes been honorBd b~ 
Sun City's Recreation Centers and Gov. ruc1 
Babbitt. .11 . I d 

puests at the Prides' annual meeting w1 mcf uh< 
county and local ~fficials, and Joan Barnett o t i 

Sun City West Prides. 
Any resident who wotil~ like to join the g_rouphe~< 

ttend the m~et.ing can call membership c air 
:oman Margo Rise_ at 933-8585. 

' .,' _,,,, . 
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City's messy mock oranges 
gove McIntyre inspiration 
·to · begin. PRIDES' activities 

SUN CITY-One day in the sidewalks, trim trees, collect lit
spring of 1980, Sun Citian Joe ter, spray weeds and perform the 
McIntyre noticed that fallen or- myriad other tasks so necessary 
1anges were messing up the to keep Sun City clean. 

~ streets. 'l'he former retail execu- Why do the PRIDES do it? 
tive's response was simple. "It's very gratifying," said Mc-

Mcintyre,' who had moved to Intyre. "I enjoy the satisfaction 
Sun City from New Baltimore, of working with other people 
Mich. , wrote a letter to the who volunteer their time to keep 

. ,News-Sun and asked his friends Sun City beautiful and lower the 
and neighbors to help him pick cost of government." 
up the oranges the following Sat- Dr. Larry Allen moved to Sun 
urday morning. City from Jackson, Mich., seven 

"I.was at work for only a few years ago. As a retired doctor of 
minutes before three other peo- chiropractic, one wouldn't expect 
ple joined me," McIntyre re- Allen to be involved in such 
called. "The next week several "menial" tasks. 
more residents came out and by But it's quite possible that 
the third week, we had about Allen's philosophy, shaped dur-
50." ing the depression like so many 

This was the beginning of the · Sun Cities residents, explains 
Sun City PRIDES, which stands the success of this group. 
for Proud Residents Independ- "I was born and raised in a 
ently Donating Essential Serv- small town where everyone 
ices. helped each other," Allen said. 

In the organization's six short "We took care of our neighbors 
years, it has been recognized by and didn't look to others for help. 
the National Association of We pitched in, shared joys, plea
Counties, awarded the Freedom sures and sorrows. It's much the 
Foundation's George Washing- .~ _same here in the Sun Cities. The 
ton Medal and most r~ntly PRIDES are one big family." 
earned a National Vofunteer The PRIDES exist through the 
Center Award from President donations of residents, business
Reagan. es and Sun City clubs. It's not 

In fact, if people write to the unusual for residents to stop 
President's Task Force on Pri- their cars on Saturday morning, 

· vate Sector Initiative asking how get out, dig into their pocket and 
· they can do their part to lower make a donation on the spot. 
the cost of government, one of By their beautification efforts, 
the first ideas proposed would be the PRIDES in Sun City and Sun 
to form a group like the PRIDES. City West save Maricopa County 

In Sun City alone, the 350 about $950,000 each year and 
volunteer PRIDES last year con- produce a community admittedly 
tributed more than 50,000 man- cleaner than the county could. 
hours maintaining the 210 miles Lessening that cost is some
of Sun City streets, 29 miles of thing which officials at the Mari
parkways, 3,200 trees and 25 copa County Engineers Office ap
miles of county irrigation sys- preciate. Larry Waggoner is 
tern. assistant county engineer of the 

Every Saturday morning, the operations division. He knows 
orange-vested retired bank presi- what the PRIDES mean to the 
dents, lawyers, housewives, doc- county and community. 
tors, blue-collar workers and cor- "The things they do for Sun 
porate executives sweep City are hard to put a price tag 

on," Waggoner said. "Because of 
our budget constraints, we 
couldn't provide the same quali
ty of services Sun Cities resi
dents have come to expect in 
terms of their environment. The 
community looks a lot better 
than county guidelines because 
of the PRIDES," he said . 

As visiting journalists and 
broadcasters spread the news of 
what the PRIDES have done, 
other communities have begun 
to organize similar groups. 

PRIDE-like groups are also 
forming in Maryland, Missouri, 
Florida and Michigan, all as a 
result of one man's desire to 
keep his community clean and 
lower the cost of government. 
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Sun City Prides: Equal opportunity employer 
By PEG KEITH 
Sun Cities Independent 

It's all a matter of pride, says 
Ed Koudelka, president of the 
Sun City Prides. "Keeping Sun 
City Beautiful," is the org:.miza
tion's motto. 

The pristine, well-groomed 
aura that sets a distinctive tone 
for this retirement community 
didn't just happen, and doesn't 
j ust stay that way on its own. 

Where else in the world could 
you find foriper doctors and 
lawyers, assembly line workers, 
clergymen and secretaries •·· 
white, blue, pink and turned 
around collars -- hitting the 
streets at 6 a.m., picking up 
cigarette butts, palm fronds and 
windfalls, cleaning the medians, 
painting tree trunks, redding up 
concrete ditches -- just because 
they enjoy the work and the spirit 
of camaraderie? 

Where else, but Sun City. 
The seasons turn, and fall is on 

the way, and the Prides are 
preparing for it. 

"The first meeting after the 
summer season will be Sept. 9," 
says Mr. Koudelka. "~ut _u~til 
that time we'll be maintaining 
things as best we can." 

They're not marking time, 
though. The squads and individ
uals on assignment will be up 
early to beat the August heat, 
"keeping it looking neat and 
clean." 

Some of the Prides work a 
couple or hours, o r one or two 
days a week; others don their re-
0ective vests, work gloves, 
sturdy shoes and hard hats (if 
orotective headgear is indicated) 
r our or five days a week, just 
because they enjoy it. 

Although there's a fluctuating 
membership, the Prides usually 
can count on 200 to 300 mem
bers for the various projects. 
·'And do a good job," adds Mr. 
Koudelka. 

The most important thing is to 
take care of the medians, says 
Mr. Koudelka. (Maricopa 
County mows the grass medians 
in Phase I.) 

The squad group has a regular 
Saturday meeting at the Lakes · 
Club where they meet for break
rast and companionship. 

Task force assignments include 
the cleanup of unusually large or 
messy accumulations .~(~~~ti-~ ... 
1 n shopping centers, perhaps. · 

There are crews that do noth
ing but clean up after the orna
mental orange trees, (1,800 of 
them) , do the trimming and, at 
_;ertain times of the year paint the 
trunks white. 

The pristine, well-groomed ?-ura _that 
sets a distinctive tonefor thtS retiremeni 
community didn't just happe'!-, a nd 
doesn't just stay that way on its own. 

In April and May there are 
Prides who gather and bag the 
oranges that drop off the trees . . 

Other Prides serve as mom
tors, perhaps in charge of an are_a 
involving eight to 10 member~; 1f 
one is ill or absent, the momtor 
often is the substitute; to make 
sure the job gets done. 

Prides maintain the county's 
automatic watering system, with 
26 miles of underground piping, 
40 clocks, 85 valves and 2,385 
bubbler heads. 

Portions of Arizona s tale 
Highway 60-89-93, . ro~ted 
through Sun City! is _mamta111ed 
by the local orgaruzauon. 

A member of the Prides since 
1982, the new president served 
as a board member for fo~r 
years. He credits former presi
dent Joe McIntyre with bringing 
the group to its present status. 

"He (Mr. McIntyre) was 
founder of the Prides; in 1980 he 
brought the group to a full-blown 
organization," says Mr. 
Koudelka. 

A former director of labor rela
tions for the Milwaukee Railroad, 
Mr. Koudelka's speech is ra~id
fire; he analyzes his surrou~dmgs 
and any project at hand with the . 
speed and logic of a computer. 

"Our volunteers are about 50-
50 men and women," he says. 
"We're an equal opportunity em-
ployer." . . 

His newsletter cames a bit of 
advice for the members: "The 
only way to be happy is to _ma.~e 
others happy. (Prides do this.) 

It also carries a chuckle: 
"Overheard: Two Sun City citi
zens remark as they see a group 

, of Prides working in a larg_e 
ditch, cleaning stones and debns 
from the area: 'Look at those 
four ladies stealing those rocks!"' 
(Prides don't do this.) 

Prides have no major fund
raising activity, but accept dona-. 
tions throughout the year. It's not 
unusuul for a resident to "accost" 
a member of the organization to 
present a $10 bill or check on the 
spot. Aluminum cans ~re 
welcome. Residents can give 
them, (preferably bagged) to a 
driver, says Mr. Koudelka. 

Help is always w~~ted, he 
says. Among the pos1t1ons are 

executive and professional posi
tions (as outlined in the 
"company" brochure, which 
touts a dynamic work environ
ment and permanent employment 
on a part-time basis) for: land
scape artists (paint tree trunks); 
tr~ surgeons (trim trees and 
sfirubs) ; flood control engineers 
(pick up debris in di_tc_hes); s~il 
improvement tcch01c1ans (dig 
and pull weeds). 

Also, physical fitness demon
strators (pick up citrus and de
bris); sanitation engineers (sweep 
-curbsides); mapologists (maintain 

street name signs) and communi
cation specialists (make phone 
calls). 

While Prides rosters reflect a 
diverse membership, pr<?fes
sional, technical, housewives, 
banking, business and academe, 
after a short time the members all 
begin to think alike -- when it 
comes to neatness. 

Mr. Koudelka recounts the 
story of the Pride who ~rought 
his vehicle to a stop behmd an
other car at the traffic light at 99th 
Avenue and Bell Road. To his 
amazement, the driver first in line 

. ;t th; sig~al opened his car door 
and dropped a plastic bag of trash 
in the street. . 1 

The Pride, noting that the hght 
had jus t turned red, set his brake, 
got out of his car, picked up the 
bag of trash. Then he opened the 
car door and said, as he placed 
the offending bag in the drive~'s 
lap: "I believe this trash 1s 
yours." . 

Toe driver sat mouonless, then 
moved with the change of the 
light. It was, Mr. Koudelka says, 
"a nice bit of neatness enforce
ment." 
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Whistle clean 
Prides run lean, 
pick up machine 
By PEG KEITH 
Sun Cities Independent 

It's orange blossom time. 
It's trim-up, paint-up, 

fertilize and spruce-up time 
for the sour orange trees that 
line the medians in Sun City 
and Sun City West. 

It's the season when the 
Prides (Particular/Prideful 
Residents Invol vcd Doing 
Environmental Services) take 
stock of all those ornamental 
shrubs along Bell Road, 
Thunderbird, Alabama, 99th 
Avenue and Union Hills in 
Sun City and along R.H. 
Johnson, Meeker and Stardust 
boulevards in Sun City West. 

Before the season ends, the 

Role of the Prides 
SC Prides president 
discusses the purpose 
of his organization ... P. 4 

oranges on the ornamental 
trees will have Lo be removed. 
The Prides will come along 
with (railers to clean up the 
fruit (even shake it off the 
trees) once it begins to fall. 

The intensified activity is a 
harbinger of cooler weather 
and signals a low-keyed re
cruitment program for the 

·see PRIDES, page 9 

•. 
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Laurie Hurd-Moore/lnd~ndent 

PRIDE IN SUN CITY. Sun City Prides members Ralph Held, a former board member, Merlin 
Stevens, irrigation chairman and his wife, Martha, are part of a 300-plus network of volunteers. The 
group assists Maricopa County in maintaining the beauty and cleanliness of 217 miles of streets, medi
ans and boulevards. 
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Particular Residents of the Sun 
Cities. 

The Prides weed, sweep gut
ters, curbs and sidewalks, main
tain the water system and de
composed granite and rocks, trim 
shrubs and trees and pick up 
tra~h on public thoroughfares 
which do not abut private prop
erty. 

"We'll be trimming trees and 
painting the tree trunks white," 
says Sun City Prides President 
Josef?h Keenan. "It's a nasty, 
hard Job - We have to skin the 
trees down, before they can be 
painted." 

The _Prides' mission - to keep 
the retirement communities neat 
and tidy - is an obvious effort 
this time of year, as people come 
back from summer vacations and 
the blistering Arizona summers 
cool off a bit. 

But you sec them the year 
around. They're stand-outs in 
their orange vests, on foot or in 
golf carts, working their ncigh
bor~ood~ in the early morning, 
getting nd of weeds and trash. 
. They help to keep the re

tirement communities clean and 
beautiful. 

While the Prides' cff ort is lo
cal, it fits nicely into the 
statewide "Arizona Clean and 
Beautiful" observance, which 
takes place in October. 

Again this fall, Arizona Gov. 
Rose Mofford has encouraged all 
ci tizcns to join grass roots 
movements in conservation and 
protection of public lands. 

The Prides know a thing or 
two about grass roots. 

"We go down the main public 
streets, into the gutters and 
trenches, and pick up everything: 
trash, oranges, cigarette butts," 
says Mr. Keenan. 

"Then we leave the trash 
bagged in the medians. Maricopa 
~aunty gives us the bags and 
picks them up. They're quite co
operative." 

He_ adds, "The county once put 
a pnce on what we do. It 
amounts to the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars." 

The number of volunteer 
workers involved in the Sun City 
Prides stands at about 300, and 
more are needed. "The Grim 
Reaper is moving ahead of the 
recruitment," says Mr.' Ke6nan. 
"We're looking for a few more 
work~rs. We'd like to get some 
tree tnmmers." 

The Prides president con
tinues'. "We're an equal op
portunity employer. We set out 
early in the morning. Most of our 
people work one day a week, 
others arrange their own work 
schedules. We're divided into 
phases; a monitor in each phase 
assists the smaller work groups 
and the task force." 

While most Sun Citian resi
dents and visitors arc careful 
about trash and refuse, there are 
those who toss garbage any
where, empty out their ash trays 
in the street and drop off their 
fa~t_-food lunch wraps as the 
spmt moves them. 

That all means extra work for 
the outdoorsy types who sign on 
for the early morning pick-up 
patrols. 

"It all takes a while. Some
times the min helps, sometimes it 
hurts," says Mr. Keenan. 

He's been president of the 
Prides for about a year. "I missed 
a meeting, and they made me 
president. They didn't tell me ... 
I thought the president didn't do 
any work ... It has been a real 
lesson in the political process." 

Last spring was memorable for 
the Prides. While they know a 
thing or two about grass roots, 
they could write a book about 
thistles. \ 

"We could call 1989 The Year 
of the Tumbleweed. They were 
as plentiful as could be, near Bell' 
Road, on the south side. Below 
Bums Avenue, they blew in from 
the vacant areas. 

"The new automobile center 
(to be devcl oped near 91 st 
Avenue and Bell Road) might 
stop some or the weed problem," 
Mr. Keenan says. 

Brought in by the wind, the 
weeds formed a ladder and 
climbed to the tops of the walls. 
In addition to being unsightly, 
they were a fire hazard. 

The Prides teams had to ham
mer the dri flcr-giants down, re
moving the prickly bundles two 
or three at a time. 

"Even if we crushed them, we 
could only get two or three tum
bleweeds crammed into one of 
the huge garbage bags." 

The Prides have discussed 
thci r concern about the hazards of 
tumbleweeds with the city of 
Peoria, and officials in that 
neighboring community have in
dicated a willingness to help with 
the problem. 

Sun City West has many of the 
same concerns, and the annual 
invitation is out to join in the 

work of keeping the community 
neat and clean . 

Work areas arc divided into 
sections, with monifors in 
charge. Each monitor secs that 
his or her section has proper 
tools for the tasks at hand. 

Elmer Clark, Prides regular 
and member of the Board of Di
rectors, says "We need more 
volunteers and more contribu
tions, to replenish our hand tools 
and keep other equipment main
tained and in good working or
der." 

Speaking in the absence of 
Sun City West Prides President 
Lloyd Greenwood, Mr. Clark 
says that with new people mov
ing into Sun City West and tak
ing over houses, the community 
progresses. "All this means 
added rcsponsibi Ii ties." 

The Sun City West volunteers 
arc on a continuous program of 
trimming, fertilizing and painting 
the citrus trees, and the Prides 
Board of Directors regularly re
views the work in designated ar
eas. 

There arc slightly more than 
200 volunteers in the group now. 

"The county would do the 
work - if they had the time and 
the money," says Mr. Clark. 

This is born out by Jerry Sud
beck, assistant county engineer 
for operations. 

Mr. Sudbeck says Maricopa 
County's estimates (made less 
than a year ago) places value of 
the Prides work at $150,000 for 
Sun City West and $250,000 for 
Sun City. 

"That's an average dollar fig
ure for general labor," says Mr. 
Sudbeck, explaining that the 

county docs similar work on a 
number of center islands. Esti
mates of services provided are 
based on how long it takes to do 
a mile of medians at $1 I per hour 
for clean-up detail, and how long 
it takes to fill a bag. 

"We have a good idea of the 
debris collected, a<. we regularly 
pick up the bags and haul them to 
the landfill on Mondays." 

'n1e county docs not include in 
the total figures a certain amount 
of "immcasurables," says Mr. 
Sudbeck. This includes moni
toring water systems and streets. 
"If there's a bubbler leaking, for 
instance, they get in touch with 
us, immediately." 

If there's a bad spill, though, 
the county doesn't expect the 

Prides to cope with it. "If there's 
a keg of nails or a bag of cement 
that's split, we're geared to do 
that." 

The total figures arc based on 
how often the county patrols. 
"We do a section of Shea Boule
vard near Fountain Hills," says 

M~. S~dbcck, explaining that the 
Pndcs patrols arc on a quicker 
tum-around schedule. 

Whether it's a quick turn
around schedule, giant tum
bleweeds or orange blossoms, 
grass or garbage, they're all im
portant to these Pa11icular People. 
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:Prides set exallll)le 
in road cleanliness 
.. Sun City volunteers pick up honors 
· By Julia Jones 
Staff writer 

: SUN CITY - The Sun City 
:Prldcy: ~a group of more than 300 
~v?lur. oera who've been picking up 
li',ter in their city for the last 10 
y ~ rs, are serving as a working 
!l\_qd~l for highway cleanups in 
.Maricopa County. 
.: . A resolution citing the Prides 
and aimed at encouraging other 
-volunteer groups to '"Adopt a 
Highway" wa:s approved Tuesday 
,by the Maricopa County Board of 
· Supervisors. 
--: Deputy county engineer D.C. 
:.Black says tne county highway 
~ department has served as a sup
·port system for the Sun City 
:program, providing orange safety· 
· vests for volunteers to wear, trash 
·bags for the litter they collect, and 
· a ·truck and crew to collect the 
filled bags on a regular schedule. 
:· .('.,ounty officials are hoping that 
otuer non-profit, non-political vol-

. unteer groups also will want to set 
up similar programs in their own 

J1eighborhoods. 
·· ..... "Visitors are always impressed 
with the cleanliness of Sun City, 
and we've been asked how in the 

_world , the county can afford to 
· keep up that area," Black says. "Of 
course, we can't. 

"We don't have the capability or 

the staff to have that- kind of 
cleanup more than one or twice a 
year, whereas the Prides are out 
there every week. 

"But we've been glad to support 
them, in the way they wanted 

' their city to look. And we get the 
reflected light of all their work." 

Black says the county is model
ing much of its cleanup operation 
on the Prides' program. "Having 
the mechanics in place gives us the 
opportunity to implement our con
cerns on safety, for instance," he . 
says. 

Other civic groups in the county 
that already have such programs 
include the Sun City West Prides, 
Country Meadows Prides and the 
Homeowners Association of Villa 
de Paz. Williams Air Force Base is 
considering its own program, too, 
Black says. 

The Sun City Prides program 
got its start about 10 years ago 
when one resident announced he 
was sick of the litter on 99th 
Avenue and began to clean it up, 
says Joe Keenan, the group's 
president. The man had the job 
almost all to himself for the first 
week, but on each succeeding work 
day, another helper or two would 
show up, until the Prides finally 
organized, set schedules and as
signed jobs according to abilities. 
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Local group to be honored ··_;·~.~ 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY WEST - The 
· Maricopa County Board of Su
pervisors has uncovered treas
ure in the Sun Cities area. 

annual Prides' day. The first· ·"'l" 
was celebrated March 5, 1988, ·_._ 

. --~ But the community has ex-- ....... 
tended the honor through,-- : 
March, said Lloyd Greenwood,·.· .' .. .-, 
Sun City West Prides president. :::~

1

_;; 
The Sun City and Sun City 

West Prides saved the county 
$394,000 in labor costs in 1989, _ _The group will be hono~e~.:~ .... 
Supervisor Carole Carpenter with breakfasts by the Sun City .. 
said. The savings were calcu- West Women's Social Club, the ;,;~~ 
lated based on what the county Sun City West's · Men's Club,,.:: 
would have had to pay county and will host~ picnic of its own;_"'_'.'~-.! 
_workers at their average hourly Greenwood said. ·.;-;,'-. 
wage. Carpenter and county officials,,..; 

The groups voluntarily main- will join the Sun City Prides a~ ""''' 
tain their communities' public its annual meeting at 9 a.m; · J 
thoroughfares. next Saturday at First Christian 

To recognize the organiza- Church of Sun City, 14001 W.',. :.,-
tions, the supervisors have des- Thunderbird Blvd. - " 
ignated the first Saturday · in _ · · ' 
March as a day to honor the "We suggest that people hu~c -;._~ 
Prides' members and ac- a Pride on that Saturday. But 1C:~-:~ 
complishments. they don't want to do that, ther, . . :· 1 

"The board also wanted to could donate (to the group), ,--~·-"
draw attention to the Prides to Sandy Goldstein, Sun City West •·~ 
raise the visibility of citizens' Foundation president, said. .:·,;+ I 

cleanup and beautification ef- Donations to the Sun City :·:1 ~ 
forts," said Carpenter, who rep-- Prides . may be sent to P.O. Box·:.:.::: 
resents District 4, which in- 1463, Sun City, 85370, or to the 
eludes the Sun Cities. -· ~ Sun City West Prides at 14455__,,. 

Saturday wi~ark the third N. R.H. Johnson Blvd., 85375. -- ;·: 

OVlca. 
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Picking 
u~on 
pride 

. . .,r,, 

Harry Meehan, a member of the Sun City West PRIDES, 
pic ks up s afety signs a fter a period of cleaning along R.H. 

James Garcia I Staff photographer 
Johns on Boulevard. Among thos e who helped with the 
project were Lil Loew (bending o ver) and Sally Erb. 

Litter gives Sun Cities groups the bends 
By Lori Baker 
Staff writer 

Sun Cities 

W hat started as one man's concern 
over oranges littering the streets 
of Sun City has grown into a 

massive volunteer effort that has captured 
international attention. 

Joe McIntyre was bothered by fruit that 
had fallen off citrus trees lining Sun City 
streets after Def E. Webb Development 
Co.'s maintenance crews left Sun City when 
Webb began work on Sun City West. 

So he wrote a letter to the editor of a 
local newspaper inviting others to join him 
in picking up the fruit and other litter. 

Although only four residents showed up 
at the initial meeting in 1980, the '-'pride" 

fever was contagious. 
"The Saturday after that there were 

more people, and we kept growing. We now 
have about 300 volunteers," said McIntyre 
who founded the Sun City PRIDES (Proud 
Residents Independently Donating Essen
tial Services) and continues to serve on its 
board of directors. 

"It's a matter of pride for people to want 
to keep Sun City beautiful," said McIntyre, 
a retired accountant. 

PRIDES became so popular that Sun City 
West borrowed the idea about two years 
later, and that group now has about 250 
members. The Sun City PRIDES helped 
train the initial group of Sun City West 
volunteers. 

"We've had people from Germany, 
France and Canada taking motion pictures 

of what we do and how we operate," said 
Thomas Kostal, Sun City West PRIDES 
president, who has been involved in the 
group for about 10 years. 

The Sun City PRIDES also have drawn 
global attention, with visitors from as far 
away as Japan watching them work. 

Members of Sun City PRIDES have been 
featured on national television and even 
had lunch with President Reagan at the 
White House. The Sun City PRIDES is in 
the computer data bank of The President's 
Task Force of Private Initiatives as an 
example of suc<,_essful volunteerism for 
other communities. · 

Ear.lier this month, the Sun City and Sun 
City West PRIDES were honored by the 
Northwest Chamber of Commerce, a long 

See CLEANUP, Page 5 
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• with the Country Meadows 
PRIDES, whose members live in a 

· residential subdivision that is par
. tially in the county. 
· "The PRIDES save the county in 
excess of $500,000 a year if we had 

· to hire people to do this," said 
: Dennis Clark, county highway 
: operations supervisor. "I think 

they do an outstanding job. They 
do take pride in their community." 

'. · County Supervisor Carole Car
. penter, who represents the Sun 
Cities, said: 

· : : ,"There is a limit to services 
:·government can provide, but there , 
· is no limit for what people can do 
for themselves to make their 
community a better place to live, 
and the PRIDES are a perfect 

. example of that." 
'. Although each PRIDES group 
operates independently, their work 

. issimilar. 
: .. Throughout the year, they trim, 
, feed, and water thousands of trees. 
: They replace trees when needed, 
· remove tons of debris and oranges, 
• paint orange trees, spray weeds, 
: and maintain the county's auto
. m~tic watering system, including 
· underground piping and bubbler 
heads. They also rake and clean 

_ Jitter from every desert-landscaped 
median and right of way and : 
remove litter from many miles of 
grass medians. 

The PRIDES divide their com
munities into sections, with a 
monitor in charge of each area. An 
irrigation crew takes care of 
watering. They also have a task 
force that works on trouble spots, 
such as storm-damaged landscap
ing. 
· The Sun City PRIDES provide 
about 62,000 man-hours of work a 

. year, McIntyre estimates. They 
keep the 14-square-mile commu-

. nity's 210 miles of streets with 
3,200 trees and plantings and 11 
miles of drainage-ways neat and 
clean. 

: . i Sun City West PRIDES care for 
landscaping and trees along 13 
miles of streets, including Bell 

: Road, El Mirage Road, R.H. John
. son Boulevard, 128th Avenue and 

Meeker Boulevard. 
. Donations by citizens, clubs and 
businesses pay for the work tools, 
bubbler and timer supplies, fertil
•izer, tree and shrub replacement 
and vehicles. 

The Maricopa County Highway 
Depai:tment supplies plastic trash 
bags, paint for trees, safety vests, 
traffic control devices and herbi-

. cides for weed spraying. 
: : In an ·excerpt of a poem about 
: the PRIDES written by McIntyre, 
··he describes the volunteers: 
:. "They've been bankers, account
'. ants and owners of shops, teachers 
. and preachers, and nurses and 
: cops. Their home is their castle, 
: they're willing to share a part of 
:_their lives, for beauty and care." 



.. ,4 - .L.ll....L.J.J'J..:.11,,.) 

tprraejs;:;emb(id,y:;:spirif 
·o-f .. V·Olun·tarism 

: ~-6-fp:J~;ifi:a~'ft:l:e'ali re·p ~-iti'fl·B·n . -~f~mu_nity~~P.ither' a·;., 
~ . . , . · . '.. f~ady ·live m Su~~ or plan 

. . . to retire here someday because 
By.MIKE GARREIT mto s_ect1ons and each section they'v~ been so cooperative 
Daily News-Sun staff has its own regular ' work and supp,Jrtive of our efforts." 
. To many people, the spirit of crew, Smith said. ,___ _: __ ..... __ ...:. __ 
volunteerism . is personified in Kostal said Sun City West 
the Sun City Prides and Sun is divided up into nine work 
City West Prides, who com- sections or islands, each with 
bined have nearly 550 mem- its own monitor and crew. 
ber volunteers. "Seven of the monitors ride 

The· Prides can be seen on a golf car to carry and supply 
1 

the main Sun Cities thor- the tools for 20 to 25 people on 
oughfares trom 7:30 a.m. to 9 each crew," Kostal said. "We 
a.m. every Saturday and again also have a couple of trucks 
at various times during the for the other two sections." 
week for special cleanup Each Prides organization 
projects. maintains its own b'l'OUp of 

Street trash pickup is only specialists. The Sun City 
one elemeiit of .the Prides' ef• ·Prides · have a group of · six 
forts to k!i,ep the Sun Cities_.-[ s·prayer,s and :s·eve_n ~: Ji:ee · 
cJeaQ and , maintain their rep• · painters. . · 
utation . as!iheing .-amopg,-Jl}~ · The ·-.Sun City•:W.e.!lt. · Prides, 
world's cleanest coQimµro.t.ie&~-_:;-- · ;,.who ·:r~cently ceJe.brated · their 
·, 'They ··. c~n alsorJ;\l~~ fo.im\0lOt\1'.;;1i"iiniver&ary: (ii.[ter taking 
~i:imming;:*atering}~n~!feti~¾tln..e~ly/ f year •to'' ~e.t . fully Of· 

_i_pg. to tr,e_e,s and p_l~,9tJ1~:a~?~g-,;,;igan~d,) •has a· 15-member_ wa• 
:public ,., str,~ets, C~!;!.!¥,~_g;~ µp,t:~~r;~r:_rigati<?n department that 
shopping-:center . pai'ltu;>,gr,_•lots•! ·pfuH1'';--gocg- out mid-week to 
or worki~f~!l specj~J ,P,,:ojtc~. 'i_~o.nito_r w_ater. flow and repair 
like · clea11ng an~ 1:ncJ,1I)_g:w.1IT.1gation: equipment used for 
weeds at Si.th· City S.ta~\im/t,r_\;, :iriedian trees and plants. 
:~ Tom Ko11tal, presidi!nt'!of:tb'.e~:{ · -~Both':Prjdes groups have 'the 
250-m~~b~ Sun (,qJ~~v.{.~st :'_:::~~me prpblems of attrition and 
Prides•';·, an.d . W ald<i. 1:Sµnth / :",•recruitment. · · 

·p'i·e~ident·_'llf the ~~()\me*-1,bei/} "We never, ever hav~ . 
su·n , CitY:,:;·l>rides, 'f praisef,the .. _,.: enough hands," Kostal said, 

. dedicatioii)nd cohesi.ren.ess oft .. •noting his group shrinks to 
their ·t~spective groi.ij!?'. ~{\· · ::· about one-third its 11ormal size 
'.'.-- "We :havi: 15 of ~hfonginal .during . the summer.. . -
3_3 Prid~~:.'µiembers; __ st~ll \with} -·c Smitli estimates the Sun 
~- a~ti .iJ . yea%;ft ~~1?taL, 'City Prides have lost abo1:1t a 
said .. · ,. :1?': ,::, ·: ·• · ;'' ·· · quarter of their membership 
:~·Smith __ ~~~ Sun C.1ty Prides in recent years . · . 
(o~de~ · _'J~ ~clntyre, who Prospective Sun City West 
started tliE:l. Prides some "1~ ·· volunteers should call Kostal · 
·y,e_ars ag9,'{i~ also still q.ctiv~ly ... at 584-5960 and Sun. Citi~ns 
in~olv.~d' ~ir:~ead ?f the spec1_al . _ looking fm: work shoµl~ call_ 
Prides worlf deta~l squad that Elma F_lynn at 974-1100. 
tackles_ .\ije big cleanup Since no pay 1s ever in-
projects thai often .occur after ., volved what· motivates Prides . 
heavy 'street and canal' f!ood-· : worke:sf' '. . C • • '. • • ' • 

. involves the'? directly, they're 
proud of their community and 
t~ey're willing to give up their 
time." 
. Smith said the same things 

motivate his workers but 
wanted to get a plug in for the 
S~? City busin~ss community. 

I would hke to recruit 
some of the business µeople in 

ing . . · . i:; ,;_ : ·: . ;{1 "We,do•it -for ourselve·s;and : 
/ .The Sun <3ity Pride~,~C?.r~ 11}- for· Sun City We~tt ~_,,\{.ostal " 
all three · phases of Sun City. , ·said. "Most of the '. vofonteers 
Each phase: is broken down love to come out because it 

·. :.1,. 



Tom Engelhardt blows leaves out of the rood on Del , Wel:ib Boulevard near Boswel l 
Boulevard, after the Prides bagged oranges that had fallen from the tree s. 
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Service group inotivated by community pride 
fhanks to Prides, 
)Un Cities streets 
:emain spotless 
ly ANNE RYMAN 
:un Cities Independent 

Chuck Seltz pushes his rake into 
' n orange tree and shakes the 
•ranches gently. Oranges tumble to 
he ground where they arc 
etricvcd, gathered in buckets and 
'umped into plastic bags. 

While this is a common activity 
hroughout the Valley, volunteers 
1o the work in Sun City. 

Mr. Seltz is a member of the Sun 
:ity PRIDES - Proud Residents 
ndependently Donation Essential 
:ervices group - an organization 
hat helps maintain Sun City's 
•ublic streets, parkways and 
1nscaped medians. 

Whether Its picking up fallen oranges, lltter or sweeping debris, 
the Prides are always there to make sure the community's 
streets remain looking their best. · 

Maricopa County Highway the Prides pick up trash, spray for 
Department mows and trims the weeds, maintain irrigation systems 
grass and trims the palm trees ·and and clean up after stonns. 

"It was clean when I moved here ... 
I'd like to keep it that way." 

- Bob Kroeger, Sun City Prides 

In addition to the yearly task of 
removing oranges from 1,800 
orange trees, the Prides trim and 
fertilize the trees and paint the 
trunks white. The Prides put in 
about 50,000 manpower hours a 
year and save the county more than 
$500,000. 

The Prides began in 1980, when 
Sun Citian Joe McIntyre enlisted 
the help of friends and neighbors to 
pick up a bumper crop of fallen 
oranges. Only three volunteers 
made the first Saturday workday, 
but by the third week 50 residents 
gathered to help. 

The group has since been 
recognized by the National Associ-

ation of Counties and received the 
Freedom Foundation's George 
Washington Medal and a National 
Volunteer Center Award from then
President Ronald Reagan. 

And while the number of 
volunteers reached as high as 400 in 
the mid-1980s, the number has 
fallen to about 300 today. 

So Prides President Waldo Smith 
has asked each member to recruit 
someone in the community. 

"We are in need of new workers. 
We find people drop out because of 
health reasons or age, faster than 
new members come in," Mr. Smith 

See PRIDES, Page 9 



■ PRIDES 
says. 
: The Prides work on Saturdays 

from 6 to 8 a.m. in the summer and 
from 7 to 9 a.m. in the winter. 
· "But they can go out anytime 
they want to sec what needs to be 
done,• he says. 

Most prides work a minimum of 
two hours per week, but some wen 
as many as eight to 15. 

•we want everyone to work at 
their own pace and ability with no 
pressure.• 
: For example, if a person cannot 
work on a Saturday he or she can 
~orlc any other dlly or hour. 
Couples often work together, but 
the Prides have individual members 
as well. 
: Richard Jech usually works one 
day a week but has been working 
~wice a week recently collecting 
oranges. 

·: "I had a lot of le~ time so I 
thought rd help out,• he says about 
his reason for joining a year ago. · 
; Bob Kroeger, a Pride for almost 
iwo years, decided to join the 
organization to help maintain the 
appearance of the community. 
: "It was clean when I moved here 
!ll'd we'd like to keep it that way," 

he says. 
Tom Engelhardt, a Pride since 

1983, enjoys ttansporting the rakes, 
safety cones and buckets the prides 
use and he leads some of the taus. 

•My wife does get after me to do 
our own yard. but I prefer this; he 
laughs. 

In addition to working together, 
members eat lRalcfast and socialize 
together ai a local restaurant after 
the Saturday morning se.uions. 

•Nobody's cracking the whip,• 
Mr. Engellwdt says. •you work at 
your own speed and when you're 
tired, you go home." 

Mr. SeJtz says says while the 
Prides have held picnics and social 
get-togethers in the past, the people 
enjoy labor the most. 

"These people don't seem 
interested in social atmosphere in 
the sense of partying. What 
interests them is working," he says. 

Mr. Seltz says just because 
people leave in the summer the 
amount Qf work doesn't decrease. 
Human debris - cigarette butts and 
packs, fast-food containers, 
aluminum cans and the occasional 
whiskey bottle - is less in the 
summer. But more natural debris 

occurs during the monsoon seuon 
because of the increased wind. and 
heavy rainfall. 

Maricopa County Highway 
Department provides the 
flour~scent-orange vests Pride 
members wear for safety and 
identification as well as the 
herbicides, plastic bags and white 
paint for the tree trunks. 

The Prides do not hold fund 
drives but instead rely on donations 
from individuals, businesses and 
community organizations. 

From Page 1 

Donations pay for equipment 
such as brooms, rakes, shovels, 
hedge trimmers and leaf blowers 
and for maintenance on the truck 
used to haul the tools and the golf 
cart used for spraying. 

Many Pride memben agree it's 
especially rewarding to be out 
working and have residents come 
up, shake hands and thank them for 
the work. 

For more information on 
becoming a Sun City Pride, call 
972-65S8. 
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Extra . gust Of _energy gets 
Prides thrOUgh summer 

.. 

By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - Monsoons may 
be a refreshing change from the 
sweltering summer heat, but the 
gusty winds often create a 
nightmare for the Sun City 
Prides. 

Recent storms have blown 
trash, tree branches and other 
debris·· throughout Sun City, 
making more work than usual 
for the local volunteer cleanup 
crew, said Chuck Seltz, Prides 
membership coordinator in 
Phase I. 

"These storms make it really 
tough on some of our workers. 
They have to do a lot ofstooping 
and picking up after one blows 
through," Seltz said. "This time 
of year, when a strong wind hits 
it carries the leaves and bran
ches all over. The bark from 
eucalyptus trees· curls up like 
cigars and scatters everywhere. 
We have to put in double duty to 
clean it up.' 

The Sun City Prides has abo~t 
325 members who help pick up 
trash, . fertilize trees and spray 
weeds in neighborhood s 
throughout the retirement 
communitv. 

However, the number of vol
unteers is virtually cut in half in 
the summer months when resi
dents leave Sun City, Seltz said. 

"We are short-staffed to some 
extent, but people are always 
willing to help when we are in a 

desperate situation. These vol
unteers are really hard work
ers," Seltz said. "And that often 
means a lot of work in the 
summer when you have to rake 
some areas entirely by hand." 

One nice t4ing about the 
mmmer months is a noticeable 
decline in the amount of trash in 
the community, Seltz said. 

"There are a lot less cigarette 
butts, cancty wrappers and other 
pieces of trash we always seem 
to be picking up. You wouldn't 
believe how many cigarette 
butts get thrown out of car win
dows by stop signs," Seltz said. 

Earlie r this summer, a 
"bumper crop for citrus" kept 
many Prides volunteers busy, 
Seltz said. "They were just com
ing down in droves. It took a lot 
of time to bag them.'' 

Prides volunteers put all the 
fruit and debris in plastic bags 
on the street curbs for Maricopa 
County workers to haul away. 

The county furnishes the 
Prides with the plastic bags, 
weed spray, fertilizer, traffic 
cones and the orange vests vol
unteers wear while on duty. 

"We work closely with the 
county," said Stanley Jones, past 

. president of the Prides. Jones 
and his wife, Margaret, have 
volunteered for the Prides for 
seven years. 

The Prides rely on community 
donations to purchase and 

OVER 

maintain vehicles used by vol
unteers, Jones said. 

A van, several trucks, golf 
cars, rakes, shovels, hoes and 
other tools are stored in a build
ing built for the Prides at 91st · 
Avenue and Greenway Road. 

"The community has been 
very gracious in giving us dona
tions. We never have fund 
drives. We feel that if the com
munity appreciates what we do 
for them, then they will continue 
to help us." 

Prides volunteers in Sun City 
are coordinated by geographic 
area. Membership coordinators 
in Phase I, II and III assign 
volunteers to specific areas to 
clean. 

"Basically, people clean their 
areas at their own discretion. 
They take pride in making it 
clean,'' Jones said. 

Other volunteers meet a squad 
leader every Saturday morning 
and get an assignment of "trou
bled areas" in the community to 
clean. The squad leader drives a 
van and delivers supplies to the 
volunteers. 

"The summer usually is the 
hardest time for us because of 
the storms and .bes;ause our 
manpower is greatly reduced. · 
We always welcome more vol-· 
unteers." 

For information about the 
Prides, call Jones at 972-6558. 



~- Stephen Chernek/ Dai ly News-Sun 

Prides volunteer Nat Jampel sweeps ·branches downed by the season's strong winds. 
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Members of lhe PRIDES (Proud Residents Independently Donating Esscnlial Services) pose with their brooms. 
These volunteers do far more than sweep su-ect liuer, putting in many hours watering and fertilizing plants, 
tnmming bushes and other tasks to preserve their community's environment. Photo courtesy Del Wehb Corp. 

By Igor Lobanov 
Mature Life Features 

Psychologists and others em
phasize t11at for older adults, es
pecially, sociability is a key fac
tor in not only staying fit but in 
living longer, happier lives. As 
one obscrveroointcd out," ... fo r 
retired people who no longer have 
tl1e suppon found in the work
place, social imcraction becomes 
very imponant." 

And, for many who develop 
and operate retirement commu
nities today providing an active
lifestyle environment is a strong 
selling point fo r their marketing 
effon. The number and variciy 
of activ ities available often is in 
direct proponion to the size of 
the operation - from a single 
apartmen t or condominium 
building to an entire community 
com prising varied housing ar
rangements, shopping centers, 
police and fire protection, a hos
pital and otl1er necessities of ev
eryday living geared especially 
to the older adul t. 

Among active-adult commu
nities nationwide, Del W~bb 
Corporation's Sun City West, on 
the sundown side of Phoenix, is 
selling an energetic pace - and 
providing an example fo r ot11crs 
111 11s broad scope of available 
rec reati onal activities and 
voluntccrism opponunities. 

The rnonl11's acti vity calendar 
rorthc 21,000 residents may con-

tain close to 250 listings and 
include virtually every conceiv
able type of pursuit. There are 
about 200 clubs, and their focus 
ranges fror.i astr;:,nom y to wood
working, Jazzcrcise to silk Oowcr 
making, choral groups, square 
and round dancing sessions, 
sychroni zcd sw imming and 
hat11a yoga, French, Italian and 
Spanish speaking groups, and a 
host of sports activi ties. If you' re 
a model train buff, fo r example, 
there is the Railroad Club, housed 
in a 30-foot by 40-foot room 
where an impressive number of 
operating model trains roll along 
amid a beautifully-detailed town 
anJ countr;s1Jc landscape lay
out, t11c whole complex lovingly 
maintained by me group 's 62 
members. 

Anyone can teach a class in a 
subject of interest. When a group 
of 25 people charter themselves 
as a club, t11e community's man
agement will provide support. 
Yoluntccrism is alive and well. 
Not everyone here is wrapped up 
solely in creating ceramics, sing
ing acappela or swinging a golf 
club. Many direct thei r energies 
toward helping ot11crs for, as one 
resident put it, "t11is is t11c time 
(in life) to give back." 

A 1991 nationwide study 
showed tJ1aL more t11an four out 
of ten people age 60 and older 
did some fom1 of vol untccr work. 
And, while most sa id tl1cy did it 
to help others, twenty five per-

centofl11cm saw volunteering as 
a way of meeting and intcracLing 
with people. Churches and rel i
gious organizations topµcd Ll ic 

list for volunteering, followed 
by social service agencies. How
ever, a survey of polcntial vol un
tecrs showed thci r second choice 
would be to help out in a retire
ment communities. 

While thrift shops, a medical 
equipment lend-out operation 
and schools and churches in 
neighboring areas draw many 
volunteers, the most popular 
causes among Sun City West 's 
residents arc community secu
rity and preserving tJ1e environ
ment of common areas. 

Law enforcement and pol 1cc 
protection arc handled by the 
local county sheriff's office. but 
these the officers arc aided by a 
force of nearly 250 Sun City 
West residents who sec them
selves as perhaps akin to tl1at 
popular symbol of volunteer ci ti
zcn llclp in Ute Old West: The 
Posse. No more sweaty horses 
and dusty trail rides. The mem
bers oftJlis posse patrol the streets 
in golf cans and slightly modi 
fied police cars, checking on· 
homes whose owners arc on va
cation, and generally serving as 
tile regular officers' "eyes and 
ca rs." 

Often a husband and wife will 
serve as a team, so U1ci r 20 hours 
of "duty shifts" each momh (in 
some cases, t11i s means being on 
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patrol in the middle of the night) 
becomes a commitment taken 
seriously. While most of the vol
unteers have received training in 
first aid, traffic-control and other 
police skills, they do not carry 
weapons and are instructed to 
avoid any direct confrontation 
with criminal behavior. TI1eir 
mission is to observe and report 
any untoward activity to the fC!,l'\J

lar authorities. Still, a few resi
dents have requested and re
ceived advanced training as 
armed officers. Is the Posscc ef
fective? Residents cite one of the 
lowest crime rates in the coun
try, with offenses usually lim
iLcd to break-ins or theft from 
buildings under construction. 
For Posse members, their sense 

of dedication is clear. As former 
merchant Norm Vadnoff, sec
ond in command of the Posse 
and with additional training as a 
weapon-carrying officer, put it 
"For 37 years I ran a retail store 
in the Hells Kitchen area of New 
York City. I worked 60 hours a 
week and never had a chance to 
donate to the community. Now I 
can do it. It's a way to repay." 

Those who prefer to "give 
back" by helping preserve the 
appearance of their neighbor
hood join PRIDES (Proud Resi
dents Independently Donating 
Essential Services). The 240 
former doctors, lawyers, engi
neers and others arc organized 
into committees, directed by a 
section monitor, that spend sev
eral hours each Saturday sweep
ing gutters, picking uplittertrim
ming bushes and fertilizing 
plants. Others spend time during 
the week watering the shrubs 
and trees. (As a water-conserva
tion tactic, they periodically paint 
the trunks of orange trees white, 
to be uer reflect the Arizona sun.) 

Sun City management claims 
the PRIDES save the county 
some $400,000 a year in labor 
costs. 

Watching individuals at play 
andgroupsofvoluntccrsat work, 
one is struck by the fact that, 
quite aside from the overall high 
level of physical health, the 
comradcric and banter is an im
portant psychological· clement. 
No reclusive re ti reds here. These 
people are vitally-aliveexamples 
of the premise that ttic later years 
can be the best years. 

Those who still believe that 
retirement years mean one must 
lay back and let time roll by, 
need only read a note someone 
has tacked to the bulletin board 
in the Recreation Center that says, 
"We 're not senior citizens, we 're 
recycled teenagers." 



Murray Braw
ner, left, and 
Harry Wilke, 

members of the 
Sun City 

PRIDES, patrol 
Grand Avenue 
between 99th 1 

Avenue and the 
New River, 

picking up trash. 
The Sun City 

residents were 
working Satur

day without the 
benefit of in

mate labor. 

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Monday, June 27, 1994 

lnmate:s take PR.IDE 
in SC landscapi~1g ;~(.::":(:~ 

By IAN MITCHELL · "They did an excellent job for us," he \ 
Dally News-Sun staff said. "I have nothing but positive words for 

The 350 volunteers in the Sun City . what they did." 
PRIDES have been getting help maintain- Smith said his group is trying to get th'e \ 
ing public property from a less-than- inmates back in Sun··ctty to help : remove 
volunteer force: inmates from the county weeds along Beardsley Road. . · 
jail. · "These boys did nice work," said Smith, 

The PRIDES - an acronym for "proud who worked with the inmates. "In fact, I 
residents independently donating essential even counseled them to .get their lives 
services" - last work~d with the Jail in- straightened out ... ·.ancr someday they can 
mates about six w~eks ag9, said Waldo live in Sun City. · ' 
Smith, past president of the PRIDES. "Y.ou know (on hearing thai>, their eyes 

The inmates have been oijt in Sun City lit up like a candle, so I think it' kind of got 
four times, picking sour oranges from or- to them." < 

· namental orange trees and collecting the Maricopa County Sheriff's Otnce- Capt 
fallen fruit, Smith said. . See ·Program beautifies, A5 · .. · . ,, ,. '.· ·.' .. \· 



. Marr Simons, PRIDES pres-
1de~t, said he's enjoyed la
bormg alongside the inmates. 

"They were very willing 
workers: Hard workers · and 
pl~asant and friendly," he 
said. 

Simons said he wasn't ner
vo.us_ about working with 
~r1mmals, and the guards and 
mmates seemed to get along 
well together. 

"We're hoping to get them 
out here in the future," Sim
ons said. "I'd like to see this 
made a more-or-less regular 
thing." 

Wilson said he didn't know 
when the inmates would next 
be in Sun City. He said the 
program can't respond to all 
requests for its services be
cause county budget cutbacks 
limit the number of officers 
available to supervise the 
crew, and it's sometimes hard 
to find posse volunteers. 

But he judged the program 
a success. 

Simons said his ~oup would 
also welcome summer help 
from non-convicts or dona
tions to help the PRIDES 
pu~chase supplies. Interested 
residents can call 972-9529 or 
send contributions to the 
PRIDES at P.O. Box 1463 Sun 
City, 85372; ' 

\. -

Program 
beautifies 
property 
-From·Al 
David Wilson said the Sun 
City landscaping is just part of 
the inmate labor detail's work. 

"We kind of roam around 
the Valley," said Wilson, who 
oversees the group of 24 in
mates as commander of the 
special projects division. Two 
jail buses are used to trans
port the detail. 

"We drive around Maricopa 
County going to different loc
ations, usually upon request," 
Wilson said. 

The jail crew - watched by 
two or three armed detention 
officers and a few posse vol
unteers - has helped clean 
up Van Buren Street in down
town Phoenix and performed 
landscaping and maintenance 
work at sherifrs substations. 

The Sherifrs Office also ar-
. ranges with some local land
owners to have the inmate 
detail glean produce left in 
fields after the commercial 
crop is picked, Wilson said. 
The fruit and vegetables are 
used in jail meals and left
overs go to charity, he said. 

Inmates in the work crew 
are convicted of non-violent 
crimes, usually serving 30-to-
60-day sentences, said Wilson, 
who added that shoplifting 
and driving under the in
fluence are typical offenses. 
There have been no escapes 
from the program, he said. 

Although some may receive 
time off their sentences for 
working, the inmates are not 
paid, and they are assigned -
not volunteers, Wilson said. 

"If they refuse to work, they 
have to sit in a cell 2;3 hours a 
day and they only get one visit 
a week and one phone call a 
week," he said. 
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1 PRIDES ·spruce up Sun City 
he doesn't want Sun City to 
struggle like other cities. 

farming, my farm was always 
one of the neatest in the 
area," said the IO-year 
PRIDES veteran. "And be
sides, l really enjoy the out
door work, and I want to keep 
Sun City neat and clean." 

■ From A1 

mitted to keeping Sun City 
clean while it was being built 
Once the developer pulled 
out, it fell on the shoulders of 
the residents to ensure it 
stayed clean. 

And people from all walks 
of life have willingly donated 
their time to help give a spit
and-polish shine to their 
neighborhoods. Pierce . . said 
the volunteers range in age 
from 55 to 85. They are 
women. They are men. 

"The thing that's always 
impressed me is the ,diversity 
of people we have in the 
PRIDES," he said. "We have 
people from blue-collar, 
white-collar and no-collar 
backgrounds. When you take 

the time to talk with them and 
find out what they did in real 
life, -it's amazing. 

"One of the things that both 
surprised me and pleased me 
was the fact that both sexes 
are well-represented. There 
are many women in our group 
whose . husbands are avid 
golfers and they're not inter
ested in golf. So, while their 
husbands are out on the 
course, they're working for the . 
PRIDES." 

Howard Mathias, a retired 
university professor, and his 
wife, a retired elementary 
school teacher, joined the 
ranks of the PRIDES four 
years ago. He said he wanted 
to get involved not just to 
protect the property value of 

his neighborhood, but because 

~ ~ 

"I would hate to think o·t 
what it would look like if we 
weren't here," Mathias said. 
"There are so many neighbor
ing communities who are 
struggling to do what we ac
complish every day. I'm proud 
that we're able to do this for 
our community." 

Despite the fact that the 
volunteers come from many 
walks of life, there is one trait 
that binds them all, Pierce 
said. 

"We're all a bunch of neat 
freaks," he said laughing. 

Waldo Smith said that's the 
truth. 

"Let me tell you, when I was 

Not every resident of Sun 
City wants to join the 
PRIDES, but the group's 
cleanliness motto does rub off 
on all the citizens of the 
community, Pierce said. 

"We set a tone for the 
community in that the com
munity see us out there 
cleaning up and they're more 
apt to clean up themselves," 
he said. "I'll see people out 
walking and they'll pick up 
trash as they go." 
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VF -SUN CITY PRIDES 

Volunteers -
clear debris 
in Sun Cities 
By GREG ZEMEIDA 
Staff writer 

They may not be in the army, but 
f these volu nteers do more at 6 a.m. 
· every Saturday than many people do 

all weekend. 
They be long to the Sun City and 

Sun City West PRIDES, two non
profit organizations dedicated to 

ff~,~/~ •keeping their communities looking 
~ t,; __ .their best. 
· · And this past Saturday, like every 

Saturday, they were out in force. 
This past weekend, however, they 
had several extra loads ....:.. branches 
and debris from Thursday's mon
soon. 

Every weekend, hundreds of vol
. unteers from both groups perform 
maintenance and beautification work 
along the main streets running 
through their communities. Their 
duties include sweeping streets, 
trimming trees, spraying weeds and 
even painting trees, among other 
projects. 

Ed Pierce, president of the Sun · 
City PRIDES (Proud Residents In
dependently Donating Essentia l 
Services), said his chapter was 
formed in 1980, just after Del Webb 
finished construction in the area and 
no longer performed upkeep there. 

"When they pulled out, it became 
obvious someone had to do some
thing," he said. 

It would be easy to take the 
PRIDES for granted after several 
years of community cleanup. There's 
little glory in sweeping up someone's 
mess and sprucing the landscape. 

_ But Thursday's storm brought the 
' ;d '•l;( . ;,; t 0

), ~ • Ji -. PRIDES back into the spotlight. 
' ' -1.,,; • ·..f.r:, • ~, -\>tA W'th d d b h d _.,_ .. N ,i.~iih /· ·r;-,..,...1{'\t'ii!!!•r, N.,,,,. 1 O\~ne ranc es an scat-

, . , ,.~ • .:f.d' , .. ; . ~- . ., · _, tered debris everywhere, the Sun 
,. • : ••T ~~ • · • d., 1·'. Cities really needed tidied up. 
... ' -•··\. ·., ·· . • · ·, · .. , PRIDES . 1 d . '-.. . •Ji • '-~•;~, , · : ., , ;·: , •. are mvo ve m more than 

• . ' ·"•,i:: · just storm cleanup detail. Today, the 
group has more than 300 volunteers 

Steve Chernek/Doily News-Sun to cover the 210 miles of streets in 

Jim Gibbons ho ps ove r flowi ng 
rainwater while clea ning the 9 9th · 
Avenue drainage d itch north of 
Thunderbird Bouleva rd in Sun City 
Satu rday. 

Sun City. Each year, they provide 
more than 62,000 hotirs of work. 

That much effort is not surprising 
considering what they do. Volunteers 
trim, feed and water about 2,600 
trees, remove tons of debris and 

► See Sun Cities, A5 I 

Monday, July 29, 19~6' A3 
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Sun Cities PRIDES clean Up aft 
■ From A1 

maintain t~e county's automatic wa
tering system, which has 26 miles of 
underground piping and 2,385 bubb
ler heads. 

PRIDES volunteers said it's worth 
all the time and energy. _ 

"We love it here and we .want to 
keep it this way," said Leila Alex
ander, a 12-year participant. . 

Waldo Smith agreed, adding that 
this type of work comes naturally to 

-him. 
"I've always been a stickler for --

.. : 

,neatness," he said. 
Dick Ward, president of the Sun 

City West PRIDES (Particular Resi
dents Involved Doing Environmental 
Services), said his volunteers share 
the same feelil)gs about their com
munity. He said he joined the group 
along with the local sherifrs posse 
because they performed a service 
that w·as unique. 

" I thought that would be a great 
thing to be part of," Ward said. 

The Sun City West group was es
tablished in 1982 and boasts more 

than 300 members. Volunteers cover 
about 19 miles of streets in the area. 
They perform about 11,000 hours of 
work each year, saving the county 
about $114.000. 

Bob Strausser, the irrigation su
pervisor, said volunteers also have to 
check on 35 miles of piping around 
the area. He said he joined the 
group eight years ago because it al
lowed him to socialize with other 
people and was good exercise. 

"It's the thrill of volunteering," 
Strausser said, 
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Steve Chernek/Daily Newl-Sun 

Vaugh Oberlink, 
above, of the Sun 
City PRIDES uses a 
leaf blower to 
clean pine needles 
at Del Webb and 
Thunderbird 
boulevards 
Saturday. At photo 
left, Waldo Smith, 
left, and Charlie 
Boothe cut and 

. remove a dying 
tree they felled 
near Del Webb 
and Thunderbird · 
boulevards. 
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Memben ol lhe Sun City Pride Club clean lhe debris from lhe 111edlan In front of every Saturday and la hoping to 1\.-crult more memben lor Ila cl~::::tJ:::w~~fc:i 
BeU Camino Center. The 11-member ·group meeta In front ol lhe shopping center 

Pride sparks SC clean-up group 
• I .. . , ... 
Jun City Instills pride In L.D. Hutson, Joe Mein- drain and we want to do Sedona who every day "Thee appreciate. any 

many of Its residents. lyre and Tom Cowley are something about It." clean up around the Oak help tty can get because 
Bui one group In parllcu- lhe leaders of an 11-mcm- Of course lhe Pride Club Creek area. Though the of thri small budget, and 

Jar ls hoping lo Instill lhat ber operation lhat cleans Is not · the only group to three Sun Clllans said they n'l anticipate an 
pride Into all Sun Cltlans different streets and me- try to keep Sun City clean. they were unaware of the incre,• :~ , , • . , , 
and gel lhem tosclemon- dlans In Sun City every AND · MCINTYRE · Is · group: · th·ey called It So Ix the group has 
~trltc it. ,..,. ;Saturday morning . .. : ... _qulck .lo .add, .. '. 'W.e recog-, ~·wol'lhwhlle. :•: · ; •, .;;', - .-.helpelh,dean the area 
THE NEWL y :rormed . ..!JSU.N CITY was one of nlze that there· are people • ·Th~ .!Idea started In' the · from,) Grand Avenue - lo 

and loosely-operated the prettiest cities In the doing this of whom we taller part of March when Bell iRoad and from 99th 
group has chosen the United Slates when It was have no knowledge, espe- McIntyre wrote a letter to Aven\Jc lo Del Webb Bou
name Sun City Pride under Del Webb," Hutson clally the people on 107th the editor challenging all levard , Hutson said. 
Club. And Its main goal Is says, "but since Del Webb Avenue. Tlley're not asso- Sun Cllians to help him "l'v1osUy weeds and or
to " keep Sun City the way turned It over lo the coun- elated with any group and pick up oranges the fol- anges:" 
It was when we first saw ly, the ~.treels have delerl- we'd like them lo either lowing Saturday. Thal Mch'!tyre said the group 
it." orated. join ours or just keep up was March 22 and the meeta al about 6:30 a.m. 
In other words, the club Cowley adds. "We're a what they're doing." members have been In- eve~Salurday In front of 

could be called a clean-up group ol people who feel The Pride Club is similar creasing and cleaning ev- Bell amino Center and 
commiltee. the town Is going down the lo a group ol citizens In ery Saturday since then. wor lor an hour and a 

. HUTSON says the the half two hours. He says 
county took over the he h es to recruit more 
cleaning operation .south rs to aid In the 
of Grand Avenue In Sep- p. 
tember of 1978. At that E can Instill some 
Ume, he said, the county pride and gel about 200 
had a six-man crew to peopl , we co,~ld break up 
clean up pull weeds and Into ea rns, McIntyre 
lrtm the trees.. ' ~/d- rse they're wUJlng 
When the streets north of to wer any questions 

Grand were turned over and· el more volunteers 
lo the county ln April of ove · the telephone. Hut
this year, the six-mah son n be reached al 977-
crew remained · the same 8291, Cowley at 974-4127, 
size. "The county had four Mel yre at 974-6870, and 
men and two women to ano er member, Anna 
clean and trim trees for Fosl , at 97~2202. -
400 miles of streets. An "Su City Is the greatest 
Impossible job," Hutson volu teer group In the 
said. '. · wort " Hutson said. "We 

He added that the county want to keep Sun City 
personnel can only clean bea~rut, so the volun
indlvidual streets once or leers may need some mo-
twice a year. Uva n." 
HUTSON SAID the coun- Thfn motivation here; 

ty Is receptive to the Idea thou . is a clean commu
of a group helping out. nity . nd a sense or pride. 
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MQry Plattel (left), Leila Alexander and Dot Bartley, Sun City Prides members, stuff tree trimmings into trash bags during a cleanup outing. 

;!;rides.of Sup City ...... . ,t~:. i• --·-- ,,:: 2 

·v:◊1Unt~~r'~ 9t0Up k~eps. cotllrTlullitY·'~Pic;:afid::spar1 •·: 
. . . , ,i ~ 

By THELMA HEATWOLE paint brushes in maintenance and that need to be kept free of rubbish. 
Speclal -for The Republic beautification. . .. "~rides members provide more than 

SUN CITY - It was 6:30 on a Dewane Lamka, a Prides member, 62,000 hours of work each year in 
September morning, and Fritzie was wielding a broom in the early ·maintaining these streets a_nd park
Holquist was surrounded by a lively . morning sunshine. · ways," Prides President Joe McIntyre 
task force of senior citizens, all mem- · "The thing that really impressed us ·-said. "Officials of the county confirm an 
bere of the Sun.City Prides. . · about Sun City was what the Prid!)s had estimated value of services provided by 

Holquist, · Prides work coordinator, accomplished, th.at it was a neat and ••the Prides•. to be,in. excess .of $500,000 
reminded volunteers, their work-clothes cl~af\ ._Place to live. -We-~n~d; to: ~elp ·· ann~apy.'! · · .. _- . , :: .... •· : ,,.: · .. . ; 
topped witliofange safety v·ests,- that keep 1t that way," Lamka-sa1d.-·"In the ·.. 9bv1ousLy, .the._, }?.r~d~s. . . ~PJQ-~1.,the1r 
rain had washed sand from roadsides to .summer, by the tirrie' the sun peeps oye,r ... wqrk, , . .. , . ·;· .. '-·•.·•··,:·- _:· ,·. 
sidewalks and streets. Assignments this_ the hills, we have already been_-4t .w,or"k ·. , H_ank Wohlwend, a f~rfri:_e(iiewspaper 
day were. we~l_ defined. · a half hour." ..... _. .. p_hotographer fro in . Clinton; )oW~. dc-

"I need four people to take brooms, Holquist coordinates work · of · the signed the Prides logo. · · 
dustpans, rakes and traffic cones to Bell sec~ion monitors an~ scouts the <:ity · "For some·· reason, I like· tree trim
Road," she said, outlining the work during the week to find areas needing ming," Wohlwend said, working on that 
area. supplemental w?r~ by t~e task ~orce. detail. " I guess it is because I can see 

FQur retirees immediately stepped She acts . as ha1son with Maricopa the results of the work." 
forth. County Highway Department workers, . 

Others were dispatched to Union reporting areas of need. ~h~ Pr1des have a headquarters 
Hills Drive, to 99th Avenue and various · Elma Flynn worked on a median building, consli:uc_t~c,l, llt. cos~ bY, . . · Del 

- locales of need. along Bell Road, picking up rubbish and· Webb,. th·at _ho,~si:is ._ the_ir tr_ucks . and 

· Task-force members, arriving in Cad- irksome cigarette butts. e~;ensive equipment., . . . . 
illacs, Lincolns, golf carts, even motor- "We tell any new workers, just to · YJe get a lot of s~ppp.r.t .(rol_ll c1_tJ,zens, 
cyles, meet early Saturday mornings. keep-- it (the medjans) like you would business and cfµbs ,., said Mclllty~~.' _who 

During the morning hours, they work your back yard," Flynn said. . . .p founded the grp~P in 1~80. . , 
in 33 sections of this retirement com- Sun City has 29 miles of parkways The Prides received the President 
mun(ty to keep the parkways, medians, with grass- or desert-landscaped ~edi: . Volunteer Action Award in Aprq from 
curbs and gutters clean and trim along ans and rights of ways. There are more !'resident Reagan. McIntyre went to 
the 210 miles of streets. They wield than 3,200 trees and plantings on the Washington, to accept the medal, one of 
brooms, dustpans, weed sprayers and medians and 11 miles of drainage ways 18 given in the ·nation. · · · · 
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1 
' \ 11 . Sun City Prides' vans and 

crews are familiar sights on 
neighborhood streets . Prides · 
are, from left, Laura Mahan, 
Ralph Ossa, known for irriga
tion system expertise, and 
Prides founder Joe McIntyre. 



t 

• 

. ~-~ 
.... -'l :~,;.:;.;- ' 

'l~~l~ ~-.: · .. , 

· Saf~-- )v~ed ~un City Prides cleanup army on its mission to keep Sun City beautiful. 

phC>fJ~i;,y Jim Painter 
. ,~~:~i 



VF PRIDES 

THE PRIDES OF SUN CITY, ARIZONA 

KEEP THEIR PARADISE PRETTY 

The Prides from Sun City, Arizona, are housewives (domestic engineers), 

retired do.ctors, dentists, military personnel, civil employees, engineers, 

accountants .... dedicated seniors with new titles. These include, but are 

not limited to, landscape artists (paint tree trunks), tree surgeons (trim 

tree trunks), flood control engineers (pick up debris in drain ditches), 

soil improvement technicians (dig weeds), sanitation engineers (sweep curb

sides) and mapologists (maintain and replace street name signs). 

And there are advantages to becoming a Prides member •... work close to home, 

permanent work on a part-time basis, short hours, guaranteed lifetime fringe 

benefits and no experience is necessary. By now, you've correctly determined 

that the Prides are Sun City retiree residents helping to keep their portion 

of America beautiful. 

Sun City street and parkway maintenance is the responsibility of Maricopa 

County. And with the budget and manpower available, the County meets the 

standards it has set for itself. However, the resident Prides have decided 

to go beyond those standards. The 340 active members devote a total of 

hours monthly to keeping Sun City spic and span and sparkling. One day a 

week, Prides members follow their early morning toil with a hearty breakfast 

at a local restaurant. 

For more information about the Sun City Prides, write P. 0. Box 1463, Sun 

City, Arizona 85372. 

1/19/82 
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Volunteers donate time with pride 
By ED PIERCE 

This is the first in what we plan to 
be a series of articles designed to 
inform the Daily News-Sun readers 
of the purposes and activities of the 
Sun City PRIDES. The name is an 
acronym for Proud Residents In
dependently Donating Essential 
Services. 

The organization was started in 
1980. At that time, the Del Webb 

I Corp. had completed the develop
ment of Sun City and it soon became 
apparent to the residents that Mar
icopa County would not be able or 
willing to maintain the various 
streets and medians at the previous 
level. 

Our founder, Joe McIntyre, wrote a 
letter to the editor of this newspaper 
asking anyone interested in helping 
him to meet him at a certain spot on 
the following Saturday morning to 
start cleaning up the streets. The 
rest, as the saying goes, is history. 

As time went on, the organization 
was formalized, bylaws were written, 

PRIDES 
corner 

it was incorporated, and permission 
was granted by the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Service to receive non
profit status. In cooperation with 
Maricopa County officials, a division 
of labor, material, and services was 
agreed upon and this cooperation 
continues to this day. 

The PRIDES is not a club, it is a 
service organization. We charge no 
dues, no uniform fees, and we de
pend entirely on the community of 
Sun City for donations to keep us 
going. We do not have fund drives, 
nor do we lend our name to com
mercial organizations. The "I," for 

• 

"independently," in our name is 
closely followed. 

There is an organized division of 
labor within the PRIDES. A coor
dinator for each of Phase I, Phase II, 
and Phase III of Sun City is respon
sible for assigning upkeep tasks to · 
members within those areas of the 
community. In addition, there are 
groups or individuals in charge of 
tree-trimming, wat~ring, tree
painting, etc. You may have seen 
these people at work at various 
times. of the week, or you may have 
seen the squad at work all over town 
early Saturday mornings. You may 
have even seen several of us eating 
breakfast together after we work on 
Saturdays. 

In subsequent articles, we hope to 
explain the duties of our several 
sections. In the meantime, if you 
would like to help us in our motto of 
"Keeping Sun City beautiful," you 
can reach us at P.O:Box 1463, Sun 
City, Ariz. 85372, or at 972-6558. 

Ed Pierce is president of the Sun 
City PRIDES. 

•• 
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PRIDES sweep 1st woman 
into· gro~p's tQp position 

Mollie J. Hoppes/Doily News-Sun 

Elaine Olson is fhe firsf fe
male -president of the Sun 
City PRIDES. 

By DAVID MILLER . , in keeping their · retirement 
Staff writer home free; 6ftri1sh. 

. A ta ll( with Olson, the 
. -Elaine Olson, wasn't kidcling PRID,ES new president and its 
when she said she wanted to ' first :female leader, reveals a 

· clean up this town. · bit dbout why she's so dedi-
. In nearly 16 years with the catetl to the clean-up cause. 
Sun City PRIDES, Olson has The yard of her Sun City 
taken that pledge to heart h o m e i s m e ti c u I o u s 1 y 
And she's put it in action, by groomed, with desert land
patrolling Sun City's streets scaping mixed with trees and 
and sweeping them of un- figurines. A young relative, 
sightly garbage. sunbathing in back, says thf 

The efforts of Olson and inside of her home is just as 
volunteers like her is readily nic'e. . 
apparent in Sun City. A ran- "It's spotless," she said. 
dom drive down most neigh- Olson makes no fuss about 
borhoods reveals spotless av- the work she does with the 
enues and manicured medi- PRIDES. But she sees the ef
ans. fort as vital to the community, 

"Active retirement" may be and says the grou1' saves the 
the buzzword here, but the county $500,000 a year. 
PRID~S are proactive as '"'.ell, ► See Volunteers save, A5 

Volu.nteers--:-; 
save county 
thousands 
◄ FromA1 

' Maricopa County officials, 
meanwhile, say the number is 
higher than that 

Henry · Quinonez, public 
works supervisor for the 
Northwest Valley, said the 
PRIDES save the county be
tween $800,000 and $1 million .. 
each year,..-based'" on' man-'-;, 
hours calculated at $8 an 
hour. . , 1· 

Without the volunteers, he 
said, "the work would still get 
done, but it would take a lot, 
lot longer." 

.The PRIDES 4ren't simply 
roaming the streets, doing 
tough work that no one else ' 
can, though. Olson said there's 
a 'social aspect as well. 

·"We make a fun thing out of 
it," she said recently. "Yo\l go 
out maybe twice a month, and 
then go to breakfast It's a 
social thing." 

She doesn't make a big deal, 
either, about being president 
In fact, she was surprised at 
being given the nod, but says 
she's had support from the 
group's 321 members. 

"The guys said it was long 
overdue." 
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· Steve Chemekiooily News-S~n 

George Kramer of the Sun City 
PRIDES shows Chisoto Nagai of 
Japan how to prune a citrus tree in 
Sul'1_~ity Friday. 

("; ~ 
, •~. {) ,~ 

_Jap~nese group learns 
from Sun City PRIDE~ 
By BECKY BEVINS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Sun City PRIDES (Proud 
Residents Independently Donating 
Essentia l Services) Inc. did what 
they do best on Friday. Mer:nbers 
showed 17 visitors from Japan the 
importance of giV?,ng back to your 
community and the feeling of a job 
well done. 

The tour group, w ith the help of 
the PRIDES, .spent about an hour 
raking, pruning trees· and picking up 
garbage. In Japan volunteer activity 
is not very active, said , Takanori 
Bessho, ·a ~year-old resident of 
Shimane, Japan, speaking through an 
interpreter. "We spend our whole 
lives, even through retirement, over
working in the private sector so vol
unteering isn't something many 

j},. t 

people do in Japan." 
The group of youths call them

selves Shimane Youth Goodwill 
Wings. They are traveling to six I 

cities in Arizona . and Califor_ni~ spe- I 
cifically to experience what 1t 1s like I 
to volunteer. . The group spent 
Thursday working for the Red Cross . 
in San Francisco. . ·· 'I 

The purpose of their trip to the 
United States is to take what they 
have learned back to their country so i 
that they can create a greater 
awareness of the importance of vol-

:un~ering and giving back to the 
. · community. 

· "I want to try · and get a hint of 
what it (volunteering) is about so that 
I can take that feeling back to my I 
country ~o!'· ?~ers !_o expand . ont \ 

~ ► See Sun Cltlans, AS - ·:. ·'"' r 
◄ From A1 -- I 

.. .... : . "-.. __ . said Yukio Kurotami, 29. Sun ~ J 
City is of particular interest to I · 
the Japanese philanthropists 
because their Japanese state, 
Shimane, is composed largely 
of senior citizens, Bessho said. 

The members of PRIDES 
were happy to infect others 
with the spirit of giving and 
the importance of contributing 
to their community. 

"It makes me very proud to 
be a PRIDE," said Waldo 
Smith, who guided the young 
squad of workers. "Helping 
others to make their commu
nity better is very importanl" 



When is a park not a Pili-k? 
Sy JEFF OWENS 
'.)AILY NEWS-SUN 

The park doesn't really have a 
:1ame. It's just there - 1.6 decaying 
.1cres of private property that have 
·ieen for sale for years with no takers 
1t the southwest intersection of Del 
,\"ebb and Thunderbird boulevards. 

The members of the Sun City 
'R IDES call it Thunderbird Park, or 
)og Park - pe ople can often be 
-een walking their dogs there in the 
norning and late afternoon. 

The PRIDES don't own the park, 
iut should probably be able to call it 
:nything they want - they're the 
·nes who've tended to it for the last 
~veral years, stopping by each Sat
: rday morning to clean it up. 

Dog Park is often a mess though. 
Monday morning, only two days af

er the PRIDES were last there, 
i!astic gargage bags Jay in the small 
iarking lot awaiting pickup. One 
·oncrete bench lay in pieces on the 
~round; others were cracked and 
: rumbling. The ragged black plastic 
.vhich underlies the park's thin ven
~er of gravel desert landscaping is 
·isible all over the place. Much of 
hat gravel is strewn about the 
;idewalk which winds through the 
, ark 

People do go there - all the cig-
1rette butts in the blackened tins on 
.he several otherwise attractive 
: oncrete tables attest to that A 
: rude sign tells people to clean up 
.1fter their dogs. 

"About 12 to 15 people come in 
. :very morning with their dogs," said 
.' aughn Oberlink, one of the PRIDES 
nembers who stops by to clean each 
.veekend. "They come back in the 
:.>.vening and let their dogs do their 
,ob again." 

Oberlink said he finds the park's 
.,ix wastebaskets full every Saturday. 
They were full again by Monday 
:norning. 

The PRIDES' Rosemary Lynch 
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Steve Chemek/Daily News-Sun 
Woody and Carole, seated, their collie, Bay, and Carol Calhoun and her cocker/Brittany spaniel mix, met 
Tuesday at the park on vacant lots near Del Webb and Thunderbird boulevards in Sun City. 

said the park is owned by two 
women in Texas who have "little 
interest" in its upkeep . 

Several years ago, Lynch said, 
"The PRIDES were dissatisfied with 
the unkempt appearances of the 
park, and with permission from the 
owners to maintain the grounds, the 
PRIDES agreed to spruce it up on a 
regular basis." 

None of which was necessarily as 
polite as it sounds, however: Lynch 
said when contacted and told the 

park was a mess, the owners first 
"got real snotty. They said 'We didn't 
ask you' and 'Stay off our property.' " 

PRIDES squad leader Waldo 
Smith said the women changed their 
tune and their tone when he asked 
them if perhaps they would like a 
phone call and a clean-up bill from 
Maricopa County. 

After that they let the PRIDES 
care for the land, but still, Smith 
said, "They refuse to do anything 
about the park I tried to get them to 

give it to the PRIDES. They refused 
to do it. I wish they'd get on the ball 
and take care of it themselves, but 
they won't." 

The owners "don't want to be 
bothered" said Prudential real estate 
broker Bruce Milton, who is handling 
the sale of the property. Milton de
clined to identify the owners Tues
day, but said the asking price for the 
property is $8 per square foot, which 
prices the park at slightly more than 
$550,000. 
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PRIDES live up to their Dame 

Brent Whitinf¥The Arizona Republic 

Members of the Sun City West PRIDES wori< on a cleanup project earlier this month. 
Members donate at least 90 minutes a week to keeping their community spruced up. 

Keeping Sun Cities looldng great 
By Jim Gintonlo 
The Arizona Republic 

SUN CITIES - When a few people 
got together almost 20 years ago to do a 
little cleanup work on the streets of Sun 
City, little did they realize that they were 
setting in motion a unique project. 

What evolved was a group called the 
PRIDES. Sun City hasn't looked the same 
since. 

"They mean a great deal to the commu
nity, and they make a big difference," said 
Ione Boynton, the executive director of the 
Sun City Home Owners Association. 

More than 300 Sun City residents are 
involved in the organization, whose acro
nym stands for Proud Residents Independ
ently Donating Essential Services. 

In Sun City West, its PRIDES group, in 
. its 15th year, also has 300-plus members. 

- PRIDESi from Page I 

and a half, we did a little PR work 

The goals are basically the same, accord
ing to Dick Ward, past president. 

Del Webb had a profound influence in 
both communities. 

"When he left, everyone wanted to keep 
Sun City as nice as it was," said the 
group's secretary, Barbara Robinson. "The 
county can only do so much. Even though 
it started out as a small group, other peo
ple started seeing what they were doing, 
and it just grew." 

The PRIDES don 't let the grass grow 
under the feet of newcomers. After some

. one has settled in, an invitation offering 
membership arrives. 

"We don 't have a lack of volunteers, 
but we were a little concerned at one 
time," Robinson said. "But the last year 

- Please see PRIDES, Page 7 . 

'' .. and more advertising. We're finding 
our group of people are more 
gung-ho to this kind of work be
cause it shows and they can· say they 
are proud. People are thankful be
cause we keep it so nice." 

When Del Webb left, everyone wanted to keep Sun City as 

Any day of the week, any hour, 
there's a chance that someone will 
be out trimming trees, raking leaves 
or picking up litter. 

"Everyone has certain jobs to 
. do," Robinson said. " Picking or

anges, picking up branches that 
have blown over. We have a lot of 
people donating time." 

You can tell the fair citizens of 
Sun City by their shirts with the 
PRIDES logo and the motto, 

nice as it was. The county can only do so much Even though 
it started out as a small group, other people started seeing 

what they were doing, and it just grew. 

BARBARA ROBINSc;>N 
SECRETARY, SUN CITY PRIDES 

"Keeping Sun City Beautiful." 
Sun City West workers tidy up 

and do landscaping and other duties 
for at least 90 minutes on Saturday 
morning, and soome work as long 
as three or four hours. 

"When the developer was here," 

Ward said, "people remarked about 
the cleanliness of the community. 
and that's a very positive factor. It 
impacts a persons personality. If I 
felt the effort was not with merit. I 
would have found something else to 
do." 

VF 
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. As 'a giant American flag was secured to 
the• lines on its ' 70-foot pole Saturday 
morning, then slowly hoisted to unfurl in 
'.the brilliant sunshine'and a light breeze, a 
handful of people in the •neai;by' Taco Bell 
stopped munching and turned to watch. · 

A man refueling his' car at the Union 76 • 
service station across the street followed 
the flag with his eyes, 'one hand on the gas 
pump the other across his heart. 

But the six members of the Sun City 
PRIDES who raised the' flag were too busy 
to notice. They had, their· hands full - lit
erally - with the· 12-foot by 18-foot flag, 
one of three they raised that morning at 
107th and Grand avenues in Sun City. 

An Arizona , state flag, and a Sun City 
flag, both much smaller, were hoisted on 
nearby smaller poles. 

It's a regular Labor Day weekend chore, 
said PRIDE board member Rosemary 
Lynch, who was there making sure the 
flags didn't touch the ground in the 
process. 

"We take the flags down in summer to 
protect them from the monsoon rains and 
the high wind" which could tear · a flag 
from its moorings, she said. 

New ones go up on Labor Day, though 
the PRIDES, especially volunteer Leila 
Alexandra, may be able to repair a slightly 
damaged flag. 

The national emblem doesn't come 
cheap. The U.S. flag and iLs Arizona coun
terpart cost a little more than $400, Lynch 
said. They come from Hook's Flag Shop in 
Glenda le. 

Up in the cherry picker truck doing the 
connecting was John Lines, the PRIDES 
first vice president. He had to adjust the 
ropes so the snaps exactly matched the 
grommets in the new flag, keeping it stiff, 
not limp. 

A bucket truck wasn't always needed, 
said Ed Pierce, another board member who 
was on hand with wife, Ellen. 
"But we had a flag stolen a few years back, 
so we shortened the rope and moved it up 
off the ground so folks couldn't get at it. 
That's why we need the cherry picker 
now." 

The PRIDES also maintain the flood
lights that shine on the flags, one require
ment for banners that are left aloft at 
night. That means making regular changes 
in the bulbs as they burn out, Lynch said, 
but not paying for the electricity. 

"I don't know who does that," she said. 
"Maybe the merchants in the center." 

Although the triple flag-raising caught 
the eye of some bystanders, few who 
passed in cars seemed to take much notice 
of the process. 

In about 45 minutes, all three flags were 
proudly in the air, and the PRIDES headed 
back to their workshop near 91st Avenue 
and Greenway Road. 

V l<' PHllJl!.,0 
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sun Cit Prides Jim Dircks, Waldo Smith and La Verne ~rimsrud bag oranges that were pie e a o_ng 
Greenw~y Road. The Prides leave trash bags alongside main roads, where county workers can then pick 
them up. 

Daily News-Sun • Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2000 

Prides keep Sun City clean 
VOLUNTEERS: Sun 
Cities among 
cleanest streets in 
the Valley 

JEFF OWENS 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

If you see an empty beer bot
tle. a discarded fast food bag or a 
crumpled cigarette pack littering 
the side of any major road 
through Sun City. you better look 
fast - il likely won't be Lhere for 

Prides new 
officers, A3 

long. 
Wh i I e 

the rest of 
the Valley 
s tru ggles 
with a n 
increasing 
a vala nche 

of ugly debris discarded by road
side lillerbug motorists, volun
teers of the Sun City Prides pride 
themselves on keeping major 
local throughways almost spot
lessly clean. 

A recent Arizona Sta te Univer
s ity study revealed tha t just 
about everybody litters. including 
those who move to Lhe Valley to 
appreciate the beauty of the 
desert. 

And while Phoenix. Mesa. 
Tempe, Scottsdale and other cit
ies struggle to s tem the tide of 
trash, the Prides simply get the 
job done in Sun City. with con
s iderable help from Maricopa 
County. 

"We pick up a nything a nd 
eve rything th at's th ere a nd 
s houldn't be," said Waldo Smith. 
Prides president. "We get the job 
done.· 

The Prides ta ke it upon them
selves to clean up a ll major Sun 
City arteries which. technically. 
are Maricopa County's responsi
bility. They galher trash. trim 

see Prides pr1de, A5 

from Al 

foliage and fertilize trees. They 
pi c k up fruit. particularly 
oranges. 

·w e try to get people to come 
in and pick them and ship them 
to Cali fornia or Canada for mar
mala de.· Smith said. 

The Maricopa County Public 
Works Department usually col
lects the Prides· near-bursting 
orange trash bags on Mondays. 
"They haul away all the debris we 
pick up." Smith added. "We gel 
wonderful cooperation from Mari
copa County." 

"They' re r eally doing th e 
coun ty a favor by doing all the 
'kitchen policing.'" said Kenneth 
Tyma of the Sun City ~ome O\~
ers Associa tion. "That s why 1t s 
a lways so clean here - those 
people a re a lways out there. The 
P1ides are ou t there keeping it 

mornings to do Lhe extra work 
tha t can't be done any other way. 
The Prides . overa ll. a re the finest 
people to work with in the world.· 

In a ddi tion to the maj or 
s treets. they a lso clean up along 
Grand Avenue. which. on paper. 
is the state Tra ns porta ti on 
Department's responsibility. The 
Prides prefer not to wait tha t 
long, though. 

"We shouldn't. but it's the only 
way it gets done." Smith said . "I 
wouldn't say (ADOTJ is uncooper
ative. but they're not out here 
much ." 

When the drainage ditches are 
especia lly full of mud or debris. 
the Prides can call out bigger 
guns : the Maricopa County Sher
iffs Department provides a d ump 
truck, a backhoe a nd cha in 
gangs of inma tes. Traffic control 
is provided by Lhe Sun City Sher
iffs Posse. 

IIOA s taffers say they don 't get 

immacula te.· 
"They rake. bundle. cu' an~ 

trim - almost like a man , ure. 
said Frank Urqui7..a . the Ma,icopa 
County Public Works asc;istant 
supervisor in charge of Sun City. 
"Look down any s treet In Phoenix 
to see how bad the problem has 
become. The Prides do a heck of a 
job." 

"\Ve hold our part of the bar
gain by picking it all up.· Urquiz~ 
said. ·1 get any stuff they cant 
handle or need help with ." 

The county gi\·es the Prides the 
tools they need: orange trash 
bags. boxes. glo\'es and safety 
vests. 

Hundreds of Prides work a ll 
week long on a s trictly \'Olunteer 
basis to clean the median s. road
sides. dra inage ditches and rail
road tracks. 

"Anybody works whene\'er itc: 
comfortable for them." Smit h 
sa id. "\Ve work Satu rday 

many telephone complaints about 
roadside litter · because it ne,·er 
seems to s tay on the ground long 
enough to cause a problem. "E,·
erybody knows the Prides take 
care of it." one staffer said. 

"That's one of the big features 
about the sign that says 'City of 
Volunteers,'" 1\•ma said. 

Smith said -the Prides do their 
job well. but there is one contin
ual and particularly ,·exing prob
lem: cigarette bull s. 

"Th ey a re a n a bso lute !\' 
s hameful thing." he said. "It's 
impossible for us to pick them all 
up." 

The Prides in tum are gratified 
tha t lhe community apprecia tes 
their efforts. 

"Businesses. clubs and indi
,·idua ls !!ive us monev. a nd 
they·\'e taken care of oui- needs 
\·ery a dequately." Smith sa id . 
·w e·,·e never had to ask for 
money. 
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Espiridion Orozco of the Arizona Highway Adoption Co. cleans up north of frank Lloyd Wrif!ht Bou
trash along Interstate 17 north of mile marker 227 just north of levard. Beer cans. fast-food con
Phoenix. 1 tainers. cigarelle packs and plas-

1 

li c shopping bags were 
Study shows nearly everyone predominant among the 1.774 

items of trash found there. That 

guilty of having been litterbug figured out lo lllter coming frpm 
about one of e\'el}' 22 cars pa'- c: -
ing by. 

CLEAN STATE: Even 
those who move for 
beauty of desert 
likely guilty 

JOE KULLMAN 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

interest In environmental causes 
admitted they're not blameless. 

Ninety-eight percent of the 
people suiveyed said they have 
littered. 

So as the Valley's population 
increases. It's not surprising to 
see a proportionate rise In litter
Ing and illegal trash dumping. 
officials said. But some still find 
the growing problem ironic. 

The problem isn·t limited lo 
roadsides. The picturesque open 
spaces in the Valley·s outlying 
areas "apparently look like a big 
garbage can" lo many people with 
old cars. furniture. household 
appliances and co ns truction 
materials lo ditch. said Carla (her 
legal name). director of a non
profit group that supports Scolls
dale's preseivalion efforts. 

The profile of the typical 
despoiler of the Arizona desert is 
simple: almost anyone. 

An Arizona Stale University 
study for the Arizona Clean and 
Beautiful organization found the 
description of the common litter
bug can't be pinned down to any 
particular ethnic or age groups, 
education or income levels. 

"People say they move here for 
the beauty of the area and want 
land preseivatlon to save pristine 
desert. But then they're making 
our roadsides look like landfills," 
said Dennis Enriquez of Scotts
dale's Environment Management 
department. 

Residents of upscale areas are 
not any less likely lo be among 
the culprits. the study concluded. 
Even people who indicated 

Enriquez recently directed a 
"litter audit" along a scenic two
mile stretch of Scottsdale Road 

several thousand acres in and 
around north Phoenix. north 
Scottsdale. Peoria and Apache 
Junction. 

The dumping in remote areas 
puzzles Gerry Backhaus of Chan
dler's solid waste management 
department. 

"People will drive miles and 
miles out to the desert lo dump a 
washing machine to save $5 it 
would cost to get into a landfill 
that's a lot closer." he said. "It 
doesn't make sense." 

Backhaus and Steve Such. a 
Tempe waste Inspection s upeivi
sor, said they're seeing more ille
gal dumping In a lleyways and 
vacant lots. 

The trend Is frustrating, they 
said. because Valley towns and 
cities have been trying to make it 
easier for people lo dispose of 
hazardous materials and large 
trash items. 

Tempe has built a permanent 
hazardous waste center near 
McClintock Road and University 
Drive where people can take 
refuse not permitted in regular 
household trash and recycling 
containers. 

"There's not much excuse for 
(illegal dumping) ." Backha us 
said. "It really gels down lo 

See StudV shows, A5 

'People say they move 
here for the beauty of 
the area and want land 
preservation to save 
pristine desert. But 
then they're making our 
roadsides look like 
landfills.' 

Dennis Enriquez 

Environment Management 

department, Scottsdale 

people being loo lazy." 
Stricter enforcement in some 

· Valley communities. wiU1 fines 
lhal can go up lo $1.000. is curb
ing some of the problem, said Ari
zona Clean and Beautiful director 
Leandra Lewis. But the long-term 
solution is education. she said. 

"Part of the problem is lhe 
amount of migration of people 
Into and out of the state ... they 
don't develop a sense of commit
ment to their communities. They 
look at trash on the streets as 
someone else's problem," Lewis 
said. 

About 220.000 acres in those 
fringe areas are undeveloped 
slate lands. Close lo 300 tons of 
tras h were taken from thn<;e 
areas in cleanups in the 1997 }R 
fiscal year. according lo the st; te 
Land Department. In the 1998-99 
fiscal year. cleanups hauled off 
almost 650 tons. including 140 
abandoned cars and 2.000 tires. 

Dumping and other abuse. 
pa1iicularly damage caused by 
off-road vehicles. has prompted 
the Land Department to fence off 

But she sees positive signs 
around the Valley. Her organiza
tion has recruited several thou
sand volunteers to work with its 
environmental education pro
grams and cleanup projects. Ci\'IC 
groups. Boy Scout troops and 
other community organizations 
are also giving the slate Land 
Department thousands of \'Olun
teer hours a nnually to help 
remove trash from the ope n 
desert. 

Le wis es tim a t es a lmo st 
$3 million is s pent annually 
statewide for removing litter and 
cleaning up illegal dump si tes . 
That taxpayer expense would 
almost double without volunteer 
aid. she said. 

Environmental and sanitation 
officials said residents also need 
to learn how much illegal dump
Ing by bus inesses burdens the 
public purse. 

Much of the trash cities. to,rns 
and the slate have lo haul from 
alleys. vacan t lots and open 
desert areas comes from land
scaping and construction compa
nies trying lo avoid landfill costs. 
officials said. 

"If people see who's doing this. 
they need to let us know ... said 
Backhaus. "because it's costing 
all of us more monev eveiv vear." 
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ORANGE BL0$$0M$ 
SUN CITY: Buyer for 
marmalade company 
buys local fruit 

BRUCE ELLISON 
DAILY IJEWS-SUN 

Those drcoral ive Sevi ll e 
oranges falling onto Sun City 
streets these days l'oulcl soon be 
headed for Canada or Great Brit
ain as tart marmalade. 

For vears. commercial orange 
pickers- have criss-crossed Sun 
City streets about this lime of 
year. offering to pick and remove 
lhe sour oranges that grow in 
abundance on landscape trees. 

Those oranges genera lly are 
sold to the country's biggest 
maker of jams and jellies . the 
J.M. Sh1Ucker Co.. of On-ville. 
Ohio. which processes them into 
mannalade at a plant in Watson
ville. Calif. 

Others are shipped directly to 
Canada for processing. said 
James Truman of the University 
of Arizona Citrus Experiment Sta
tion near Surprise. 

Bui this year. there·s some
thing new in the equation: a 
shortage of oranges. 

That has prompted fruit broker 
· Michael Lindahl lo plead with 

homeowners and condo associa
tions for the first time. "I need 
oranges." he said in an interview 
Monday. 

And . for the first lime. Lindahl 
is offering to buy picked oranges. 
not just clean them up. 

He said he'll pay 4 cents a 
pound for the sour oranges deliv
ered to the large bins he has 
around the south end of Sun 
City. 

He's also offered the PRIDES 4 
cents a pound for the oranges 
PRIDES members may harvest in 
their Saturday cleanup efforts. 

Waldo Smith. PRIDES presi
dent. said the group acts as a 
representative of lhe Rerrealion 
Centers in cleaning up oranges 
from the golf courses. rec centers 
and other public a reas. and dis
posing of them. 

The purchase offer. he said. is 
a first and one that will require 
board approval s ince the PRIDES 
"

0 
.... .,~..,11,, rlnn' t sell anvthlng. 

A spo k eswo m a n at the 
Smucker company confirmed that 
Lindahl Is buying oranges for that 
company but declined to provide 
other details of the company's 
operations. 

Other sources in the jam and 
Jelly industry. however. said that 
most of the mannalade made from 
Sun City oranges is for export lo 
Canada and the U.K .. where resi
dents prefer a tart product. 

In the United Stares. most of us 
want sweet mannalade. 

Nan Fraser. a Sun City dress 
shop owner who's from Glasgow. 
Scotland. said "it's true that we 
like it without as much sugar," 
and added that It was hard to get 
accustomed to the sweeter Ameri
can product. 

Lindahl said the Sun City 
oranges - they generally weren't 
planted in Sun City West - "are 
the sole raw material source for 
Smucker." which probably uses 
commercia l oranges fo r the 
sweeter mannalade. 

According lo the International 
Jelly and and Prese1-ve Associa tion 

See Oranges shipped, A5 
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Oranges from a Sun City condominium complex 
fill a bin Tuesday. ._ l l: r-



Oranges shi}lped 
orit for -marlllalade 
From 11 

in Atlanta, marmalade is "a 
kingly delicacy, and many a 
royal sweet tooth demanded an 
array of fruit flavors rich wit_h 
sugar,"-

The association said marma
lade, which consists of fruit 
pieces and peel, plus sugar, 
probably originated about 1560 
when the court physician to 
Mary, Queen ·of Scots, first 
compounded it to keep her sea
sickness at bay. 

Later, in Versailles, it was 
served at the magnificent 
feasts of Louis XIV that always 
ended with marmalades served 
in silver dishes. 

The association said orange 
marmalade is the fifth most 
popular flavor of preserves, 
after grape · jelly and jam, 
strawberry jam · and red rasp
berry jam. 

A 1997 survey of supermar
kets by Progressive Grocer 

magazine found that marma
lade sales in supermarkets at 
retail totaled about $235 mil
lion that year, while total 
supermarket sales of the pre
serves category were about 
$750 million. 

Lindahl appealed to home 
owners and gardeners to · con
sider him when they trim trees. 

"Tell them not to cut back too 
often, and not to cut off blos
soms or fruit." he said. 

Smucker's, he said, "is con
cerned about the orange supply 
and they depend on Sun City 
for it." 

In a typical year, he said, he 
or others might ship 20 large 
flatbed trucks of Sun City sour 
oranges to the jelly maker. . 
· Each ·would carry dozens of 

wooden crates, 4 feet by 4 feet, 
and 32 inches high, that would 
hold about 1,000 pounds of 
oranges each. 

All told, that's probably 50 
tons of marmalade in the 
making. 
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· Founder of Sun City PRIDES, Joe McIntyre dies 
STAFF REPORT 

Joseph Z. McIntyre, 86, the Sun City resident 
who in 1980 founded what became the PRIDES, 
died Thursday in a Glendale care center. 

! McIntyre always saw life as an opportunity to 
. be of service to his fellow man, two of his grand
daughters said Friday. 

"He never spoke about how he had accom
plished much,· said his daughter, Audrey Ross, 
also a Sun Citian. "He took pride in the PRIDES 
as an organization, and downplayed what he did 
for it· 

The first PRIDES meeting was at the old Val
ley National Bank Building on the northwest 
comer of Union Hills Drive and 99th Avenue in 
1980, with just three people there. 

Residents can see its members at work in the 
community just about any day of th~ week. 

It came about after McIntyre put an ad in the 
Daily News-Sun, asking, "Are you tired of our 
streets not being cleaned?" 

In April 1985, McIntyre was honored by Pres
ident Reagan for his efforts. And those efforts 
spread to a PRIDES group in Sun City West. 

r .• ' , • 
. He suggested there· might be a volunteer way 

of handling that chore, and the PRIDES, an all
volunteer group now 300 strong, was the result. 

From that first meeting, attended by Ann Fos
ter, 88 and still a PRIDE, arose the group that 
regularly cleans public spaces in Sun City. 

McIntyre was born in Los Angeles attended 
Walsh Insti~te (of Business) in Detroit, became 
an accountant. and worked for many years at 
Himelhoch's before moving to Arizona in 1976. 
In addition to accepting a presidential award on 

From Al 
behalf of the PRIDES, McIn
tyre was named Sun City 
Christian Man of the Year, a 
recipient of the Carnegie Good 
Human Relations Award, and 
the Minnie Harlow Humani
tarian Award. He was a mem
ber of the American Lutheran 
Church of Sun City. 

McIntyre is survived by 
three daughters, Audrey Ross 
of Sun City, Ann Cooper of 
Youngtown, and Patricia of 

see PROS rounder, A5 

Tampa; and a son, John of 
Santa Theresa. N.M. ; his sib
lings, Richard McIntyre and 
Marie Reifel .of Detroit; five 
grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren. 

Visitation is 2 to 4 p.m. 
Monday in Sunland Mortuary, 
15626 N. Del Webb Blvd. Ser
vice is 11 a.m. Tuesday at 
Sunland. 

Memorials may be sent to 
the Sun City PRIDES, P.O. 
Box 1463. Sun City, Ariz. , 
85372. 

Joseph 
McIntyre 
founded the 
Sun City 
PRIDES in 
1980. 
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. ·PRouo OF ADDITIONS 
Sun City PRIDES purchase two -new vans 

\ . 
By Jeremy Pearlman 
Independent Newspapers 

The Sun City PRIDES make 
good use out of its equipment in 
the organization's quest to main
tain the . community's appear
ance. 

Take for example the group's 
van, which ·was retired not too 
long ago. · ' 

The 1977 Dodge · van was 
donated to the PRIDES in 1980 
by Palmer' s Plumbing Air 
Conditioning & Heating. The 
van· had already nearly 200,000 
miles on it at that time, but with 
care and maintenance the group 
was able to use the vehicle ·to its 
fullest. 

"It had a lot of miles when we 
got it and we babied it along and 
it lasted us over 20 years," said 
Jim Dircks, PRIDES' member 
and leader of its squad group. "It 
served us well." · 

Painted orange like the safety 
vests and hats worn by PRIDES 
members to alert motorists that 
individuals were working near 
the streets, the van was used to 
transport equipment, supplies 
and water to volunteers working 
their· regularly assigned areas 
throughout the community. 

But after years of wear and· 
tear, it finally came time to 
replace the vehicle. 

Recently, the organization 
purchased two new Chevrolet 
vans. One of the new vans will 
be used in a similar capacity as 
its ~redecessor, while the other 
will be used for the PRIDES' , 
squad group - a group which 
cleans up areas where no one 
else is assigned. 

Both white vans are painted 
with the P~ES logo and will 
be outfitted with all of the nec
essary items volunteers use to 
rake leaves, paint trees, trim 
branches, pick fruit, bag garbage 
and all other duties used to keep 
Sun.City looking beautiful. 

. Photo by Art Little/Special for the Independent 

The Sun City PRIDES recently bought two new vans for the organization's work maintaining the com
munity. The vans were entirely purchased using donated funds. Standing in front of the new vehicles are, 
from left, PRIDES members Ed Pearce and Jim Dircks. · 

handy for what we want to use 
them for," said Tony Dircks, 
PRIDES ' member and Jim's 
brother. "We're so happy to 
have something new." 

and purchased them. strictly donations, we don 't 
solicit," said Rosemary Lynch, 
the organization's public affairs 
chairman. "All of our supplies 

The vans cost approximately 
$20,000 each and were paid for 
with funds accumulated from a 
number of Sun City donors. 

Tony Dircks selected the vans "All the money we receive is 

come out of donations and we're 
pretty proud of that." . 

• Maricopa County provides 
,1 the PRIDES with plastic bags, 

vests, paint and supplies ~o d_eal 
with weeds. The orgamzauon 
purchases everything else,using 
donated funds. 

to handle the equipment 
required to outfit our volun
teers." 

But well-maintained and 
heavily used equipment some
times can still serve a purpose. 

PRIDES members kept their 
old van in such good shape, that 
the organization was able to 
donate the 1977 Dodge to the 
Mingus Mountain Estate 
Residential Center - an educa
tion treatment center for girls. 

1~~ The new vans will not be 
painted orange because of cost 
restraints. · 

t•We.~~bout have thent.:.. I ii... ~~ ~ ~....,.....-
complete '· o·u hat they · aief . 

"The fact that we had the abil
ity to replace very old, worn out 
and needy equipment was trul_y 
an encouragement to the organi
zation " said Linda Dircks, 
PRIDES' treasurer and Jim's 
wife. "(The new vans) provide 
more adequate and proper space 

For more information about 
the Sun City PRIDES or to vol
unteer, call · 972-6558. 
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PRIDES member Richard Bondon trims a shrub as Rosemary Lynch (left) and Jenny Lienhard rake the median on 
Thunderbird Boulevard in Sun City. They use the white van when they're out working. 

PRIDES-keep it atr·clean 
Volunteers help 
Sun City stay neat 

By Alison Stanton 
Special for The Republic 

When Rosemary Lynch moved to 
Sun City 16 years ago, one of the first 
things she noticed was how pristine 
the town is. 

"When I first came to Sun City I 
thought, 'Wow, this is so clean - how 
do they do it?' "she said. "I found out 
that it was the PRIDES." 

The Sun City PRIDES, which 
stands for Proud Residents Inde
pendently Donating Essential Serv
ices, is a non-profit organization that 
began in the spring of 1980 with a 
mission to help Maricopa County 
keep the town clean and beautiful. 

According to PRIDES President 
Beverly Sisler, about 300 volunteers 

spend around 1,000 hours a week 
raking, watering, trimming and 
picking up litter throughout the en
tire 14 square miles that make up 
Sun City. 

In addition to cleaning 29 miles of 

parkways and 52 medians, Sisler 
said, the volunteers, who are all Sun 
City residents, also monitor about 
3,000 bubblers and 26 miles of under- <: yZ 

See PRIDES Page 3 
0 
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PRIDES 
They keep 
it clean 

From Page I 

ground sprinkler pipes. 
Members also trim and 

feed more than 2,600 trees 
and have painted more than 
1,800 orange trees. Annually, 
the value of the PRIDES' 
work is estimated to be 
around $500,000. 

"It works out pretty well," 
Sisler said. 

The PRIDES also includes 
a group called "the Squad" 
that handles crises and other 
problems that are too compli
cated for individual volun
teers to handle. 

Former PRIDES President 
Stan Jones, 82, said that vol
unteers can choose what type 
of work they would like to do. 

"New members can be part 
of 'the Squad' of their own 
area," he said. 

"If you have your own area 
you can go out when you want 
and spend as much time as 
you want," Sisler added. 

Shortly after moving to Sun 
City, Lynch decided to start 

"We have some In their 90s who are still 
working, and some are in their 50s. Most are 
between 65 and 75. We don't discriminate for 
any reason." 
- Beverly Sisler 
PRIDES president 

volunteering with the 
PRIDES. Since then, she has 
spent a couple of hours each 
week walking along Olive Av
enue between 103rd and 
111th Avenues, picking up lit
ter and checking on the many 
plants and sprinklers. 

"I've been doing it for 16 
years," she said. 

Lynch, who is also public 
relations chairwoman for the 
PRIDES, said that while the 
county provides the group 
with supplies like trash bags, 
orange safety vests, paint for 
the trees and traffic cones, 
members must purchase · 
many other needed items like 
rakes, paint brushes and 
shovels. Although the 
PRIDES never solicit funds, 
Lynch said they are depend
ent upon contributions from 
the public for their supplies. 

In addition to donations, 
Sisler said she is always 
looking for more people to 
join the organization, espe
cially those who would like to 
plant trees and shrubs. 

"We need volunteers," she 
said, adding that age, physi
cal ability and a Sun City ad
dress are not prerequisites to 
join. All that is required is a 
willingness to work and a de
sire to help keep the town 
clean. 

"We have some in their 90s 
who are still working and 
some are in their sos. Most 
are between 65 and 75," she 
said. "We don't discriminate 
for any reason. Anyone who 
wants to join the PRIDES and 
work can work." 

"One lady in a wheelchair 
does clerical work," volun
teer Jim Dircks, 63, added. 

In the spring, the PRIDES 
will celebrate their 25th anni
versary in Sun City. Elaine Ol
son has been with the group 
since almost the beginning. 

"A neighbor got me into it," 
Olson said. "I moved here in 
May of 1981 and got into it in 
June." 

Jenny Lienhard, 66, joined 
the PRIDES last year. Al
though volunteering is new 

for her - "Wher. people were 
asked to step forward, I usu
ally stepped back," she said, 
laughing - she said she has 
really enjoyed the time she 
has spent cleaning Alabama 
Avenue between 99th and 
103rd Avenues. 

"It's good exer cise and I 
like to be outside," she said. "I 
do it because I enjoy it and for 
the camaraderie." 

"There is no pressure, you 
can do your own thing," 
Lynch agreed. 

Although the work can be 
hard and the summer temper
atures are challenging, the 
volunteers all agree that see
ing the results of their labor 
and having a clean town to 
live in make it all worthwhile. 

"It's fun. We get a lot of sat
isfaction," Orvetta Hari, 81, 
said. 

"The pay isn't very good 
but the r ewards are great," 
Dircks added, laughing. 

Hearing positive com
ments from friends, visitors, 
and passer s-by is satisfying. 

"It's such a good feeling to 
drive around with a new
comer and have them say 
'Boy it looks clean!'" Lynch 
said. 

Hari agreed. "People honk 
their horns and yell out 
'Thank you' or 'God Bless 
you.' It makes you feel good." 
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Larry Allen, left, Carol Howland and Nobert Grover are three original members of the Sun City 
Prides. 

SC PRIDES celebrates 
25 years of service 
MITCHELL VANTREASE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Larry Allen has always 
prided himself on keeping 
Sun City clean for himself 
and others. 

It's one of the reasons 
Allen joined the Sun City 
PRIDES 25 years ago. The 
retiree still dedicates a few 
hours a week to picking up 
trash. 

Allen and five other origi
nal members were honored 
Saturday at the PRIDES 
annual meeting. They were 
presented service awards for 
Lhei r volunteer efforts to the 
300-plus member non-profit 
organization. 

·we have grown into a vital 
organization that in return 
really gives the county hun 
dreds of thousands of dol
lars,· he said. 

Other charter members 
included Dora Norquist, 
Larry Allen, Carol Howland, 
Ann Foster, Norbert Grove, 
Ralph Ossa and Allen . 

In addition, they also 
elected new members of the 
board at the meeting_ Those 
individuals are residents 
Jenny Leinhard, Jim Dircks, 
:\rlene Sc hindl e r , David 
Downey and Arthur Kline. 

There are nine board 
members. Officers are 
expected to be elected with 
the next two to three weeks . 

As part of the club's s ilver 
anniversary past president 
Beverly Sissier said a formal 
event will probably take place 
in the spring. 

"It's our annual meeting, 
but we intend to do some
thing special later," she said. 

Howland, who is a retired 
member, said she's excited 
the PRIDES have lasted 25 
years and hopes they exist 
even longer for future 
generations. 

The now Peoria resident. 
who is a former Sun Citian, 
said she joined the group 
because of weeds in the area. 

"Weeds were growing so 
high there, so 1 thought that 
s hould be done soon," she 
said. 

When s he and her hus
band were members, they 
helped the PRID ES with a 
number of jobs. They 
included weed spraying, tree 
trimming and trash pickup. 

·Jc takes so much work, 
but we wanted our city to 
look very clean," she said. 

Because of the Howla nds ' 
dedi ca tion. the PRIDES 
named the group's building 

after them. 
"We love this organizaLion 

so much and what it does for 
a lot people in Sun City," she 
said. 

Howland retired from the 
group after 15 years of ser
vices when her husband died. 

Allen said he joined the 
PRIDES after reading a leuer 
In the Daily News-Sun from 
former resident and member 
Joe McIntyre encouraging 
resident to make Sun City 
cleaner. 

"It's when I decided that 
we needed to work to keep 
this place clean." he said. 

Since then, he's helped the 
PRIDES become a not-for
profit organization and has 
been the president for about 
three years. He said he's a lso 
been vital in developing a 
group for Sun Ci ty West and 
Sedona. 

He still volunteers his time 
on Wednesdays for an hour 
and also on Sa turdays. 

··we really do a lot in the 
community, and they benefi t 
from us so much," he said. 
'Tm really p roud that we've 
lasted this long, and I can't 
wait to see wha t it might do 
in the future." 

For information about Lhe 
PRIDES, call 972 -6558. 
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PRIDES weed spraying requires class work 
JENNIFER CUTLER 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Rain and new county regu
lations have stymied efforts 
by the Sun City PRJDES to 
keep weeds under control, 
particularly along a stretch of 
Gran d Avenue between 107th 
and 111 th avenues. 

"We had done a beautiful 
job up until this happened ... 
said Dave Downey of the 
PRJDES. "Each year we had 
fewer and fewer weeds, and 

I 

now we are starting all over 
again." 

The weeds on the south 
side of Grand a re a problem 
that began to grow when the 
Sun City PRIDES were 
informed that s tarring J an. I 
they could no longer apply 
spray products to the streets 
and medians they have ser
viced for more than 25 years. 

The restrictions on spray
ing were the result of a law 
enacted in September 2003. 
which requires that anyone 
s praying state, county or city
owned property must be 
certified. 

Today and Tuesday, eight 
PRJDES are attending certifi
cation training and testing. 

The timing is right. As 
warmer weather draws near. 
weeds will continue to sprout. 

The Sun City PRIDES. who 
work to clean up Sun City 
and the surrounding roads . 
adopted a pproximately 2 

miles of roadside on Grand 
Avenue, through the Adopt
A-Highway program. The 
PRIDES make sure the road
s ide along the Grand is not 
littered with debris and occa
sionally remind the Arizona 
Department of Transportation 
to come out when the weeds 
get out of control. 

ADOT concedes that the 
area a long Grand Avenue is 
their responsibility, but it has 
yet to be determined when 
the section of road will be 
mowed. 

Al ison Saxe, a s pokes
woman for ADOT, said that 
they are on its way to getting 
the weeds cut. 

"We are planning on deal
ing with the weeds in this 
section, but the date is n't 
scheduled yet," Saxe said. "I 
know that the maintenance 
supervisor who is looking 
over the project is working 
with the Sun City PRIDES to 
set something up as soon as 
possible." 

PRIDES president Beverly 
Sisler said the PRIDES will do 
a ll they can to help. 

· we cleaned up the debris 
so that when someone does 
come out, they ca n go 
through with the mower and 
not worry about chipping a 
blade on the trash," Sisler 
said. 

The Maricopa Cou nty 
Department of Trans portation 

will pay for th e PRIDES' 
training and testing th is 
week, said Frank Urquiza, 
MCDOT public works super
visor for Sun City/ Sun City 
West. If members of the 
group become certified, the 
county will also pay for the 
weed concentrate. 

"The on ly area (the 
PRIDES) wi ll be aloud to 
spray a re MCDOT right of 
ways and medians." Urquiza 
said. "They will find out after 
their training and testing that 
they have to mark where, 
when and what mixture rate 
that they are applying the 
herbicide." 

Med ians and roadways 
usually sprayed by MCDOT 
in the winter are also on their 
way to looki n g better, 
because the county's large 
herbicide truck is running 
again after being in need of 
repairs for a few months. 

"The cou nty finally got the 
weed-spraying truck up and 
going, and we are responsible 
for all four com ers of Mari
copa County," Urquiza said. 
"Up until Friday we have 
been getting good spraying 
weather, but when you have 
overcast and windy days the 
law prohib i t s us from 
spraying. 

"We have a pretty good 
handle on them, but there's 
probably s till a little out there 
that we might have missed." 

. MOUIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City PRIDES members Fran Libby, left, Horst Nanke and 
David Downey attempt to remove weeds from an area next to 
Grand Avenue west of 107th Avenue Saturday. 


