















































































































































































































































PRIDES

when is a park not a park?

3y JEFF OWENS
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Wednesday, March 17, 1999

The park doesn’t really have a
name. It's just there — 1.6 decaying
acres of private property that have
neen for sale for years with no takers
it the southwest intersection of Del
Vebb and Thunderbird boulevards.

The members of the Sun City
'RIDES call it Thunderbird Park, or

rog Park people can often be
«een walking their dogs there in the
norning and late afternoon.

The PRIDES don’t own the park,
ut should probably be able to call it
:nything they want — they're the
‘nes who've tended to it for the last
everal years, stopping by each Sat-
:rday morning to clean it up.

Dog Park is often a mess though.

Monday morning, only two days af-
er the PRIDES were last there,
lastic gargage bags lay in the small
arking lot awaiting pickup. One
‘oncrete bench lay in pieces on the
round; others were cracked and
‘rumbling. The ragged black plastic
wvhich underlies the park’s thin ven-
zer of gravel desert landscaping is
‘isible all over the place. Much of
nat gravel is strewn about the
sidewalk which winds through the
sark.

People do go there — all the cig-
irette butts in the blackened tins on
he several otherwise attractive
roncrete tables attest to {hat A
:rude sign tells people to clean up
after their dogs.

“About 12 to 15 people come in
very morning with their dogs,” said
"aughn Oberlink, one of the PRIDES
nembers who stops by to clean each
veekend. “They come back in the
>vening and let their dogs do their
ob again.”

Oberlink said he finds the park’s
;ix wastebaskets full every Saturday.
They were full again by Monday
morning.

The PRIDES’

Rosemary Lynch

Woody and Carole, seated, their collie, Bay,

Steve Chernek/Daily News-Sun

and Carol Calhoun and her cocker/Brittany spaniel mix, met

Tuesday at the park on vacant lots near Del Webb and Thunderbird boulevards in Sun City.

said the park is owned by two
women in Texas who have “little
interest” in its upkeep.

Several years ago, Lynch said,
“The PRIDES were dissatisfied with
the unkempt appearances of the
park, and with permission from the
owners to maintain the grounds, the
PRIDES agreed to spruce it up on a
regular basis.”

None of which was necessarily as
polite as it sounds, however: Lynch
said when contacted and told the

park was a mess, the owners first
“got real snotty. They said ‘We didn’t
ask you’ and ‘Stay off our property.””

PRIDES squad leader Waldo
Smith said the women changed their
tune and their tone when he asked
them if perhaps they would like a
phone call and a clean-up bill from
Maricopa County.

After that they let the PRIDES
care for the land, but still, Smith
said, “They refuse to do anything
about the park I tried to get them to

give it to the PRIDES. They refused
to do it. I wish they'd get on the ball
and take care of it themselves, but
they won't.”

The owners “don’t want to be
bothered” said Prudential real estate
broker Bruce Milton, who is handling
the sale of the property. Milton de-
clined to identify the owners Tues-
day, but said the asking price for the
property is $8 per square foot, which
prices the park at slightly more than
$550,000.
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PRIDES llve up to their name

Brem Whiting/The Arizona Republic
Members of the Sun City West PRIDES work on a cleanup project earlier this month.
Members donate at least 90 minutes a week to keeping their community spruced up.

Keeping Sun Cities looking great

By Jim Gintonio
The Arizona Republic

SUN CITIES — When a few people
got together almost 20 years ago to do a
little cleanup work on the streets of Sun
City, little did they realize that they were
setting in motion a unique project.

What evolved was a group called the
PRIDES. Sun City hasn’t looked the same
since.

“They mean a great deal to the commu-
nity, and they make a big difference,” said
lone Boynton, the executive director of the
Sun City Home Owners Association.

More than 300 Sun City residents are
involved in the organization, whose acro-
nym stands for Proud Residents Independ-
ently Donating Essential Services.

In Sun City West, its PRIDES group, in
.its 15th year, also has 300-plus members.

—7HIIIIB, Jfrom Page 1

and a half, we did a little PR work
.. and more advertising. We’re finding
our group of people are more
gung-ho to this kind of work be-
cause it shows and they can-say they
are proud. People are thankful be-
cause we keep it so nice.”
Any day of the week, any hour,
. there’s a chance that someone will
be out trimming trees, raking leaves
or picking up litter.

The goals are basically the same, accord-
ing to Dick Ward, past president.

Del Webb had a profound influence in
both communities.

“When he left, everyone wanted to keep
Sun City as nice as it was,” said the
group’s secretary, Barbara Robinson. “The
county can only do so much. Even though
it started out as a small group, other peo-
ple started seeing what they were doing,
and it just grew.”

The PRIDES don't let the grass grow
under the feet of newcomers. After some-

“one has settled in, an invitation offering

membership arrives.

“We don’t have a lack of volunteers,
but we were a little concerned at one
time,” Robinson said. “But the last year

— Please see PRIDES, Page 7
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When Del Webb left, everyone wanted to keep Sun City as
nice as it was. The county can only do so much. Even though
it started out as a small group, other people started seeing
what they were doing, and it just grew.

BARBARA RoBINSON
SECRETARY, SUN CITY PRIDES

“Everyone has certain jobs to
. do,” Robinson said. “Picking or-
. anges, picking up branches that
have blown over. We have a lot of
people donating time.”
You can tell the fair citizens of
Sun City by their shirts with the
PRIDES logo and the motto,

“Keeping Sun City Beautiful.”

Sun City West workers tidy up
and do landscaping and other duties
for at least 90 minutes on Saturday
morning, and soome work as long
as three or four hours,

“When the developer was here,” do.”

Ward said, “people remarked about
the cleanliness of the community,
and that’s a very poem\e factor. It
impacts a person’s personality. If |
felt the effort was not with merit, 1
would have found something else to

VF
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PRIDES continue
Labor Day. tradition
of. replacing flags

‘sy BRUCE ELLISON =
DRILY NEWS-SUN - '

As a giant American flag was secured to
the lines on its "70-foot pole Saturday
morning, then slowly hoisted to unfurl in
the brilliant sunshine’and a light breeze, a
handful of people in the nearby Taco Beil
stopped munching and turned to watch.

A man refueling his car at the Union 76
service station across the street followed
the flag with his eyes, one hand on the gas
pump the other across his heart.

r

But the six members of the Sun City -
PRIDES who raised the flag were too busy

to notice. They had:their hands full — lit-
‘erally — with the 12-foot by 18-foot flag,
one of three they raised that morning at
107th and Grand avenues in Sun City.

An Arizona state flag, and a Sun City
flag, both much smaller, were hoisted on
nearby smaller poles.

It's a regular Labor Day weekend chore,
said PRIDE board member Rosemary
Lynch, who was there making sure the
flags didn’t touch the ground in the
process.

“We take the ﬂags down in summer to
protect them from the monsoon rains and
the high wind” which could tear a flag
from its moorings, she said.

New ones go up on Labor Day, though

the PRIDES, especially volunteer Leila

Alexandra, may be able to repair a slightly
damaged flag.

The national emblem doesn’t come
cheap. The U.S. flag and its Arizona coun-
terpart cost a little more than $400, Lynch
said. They come from Hook’s Flag Shop in
Glendale.

Up in the cherry picker truck doing the
connecting was John Lines, the PRIDES
first vice president. He had to adjust the
ropes so the snaps exactly matched the
grommets in the new flag, keeping it stiff,
not limp.

A bucket truck wasn't always needed,

said Ed Pierce, another board member who
was on hand with wife, Ellen.
“But we had a flag stolen a few years back,
80 we shortened the rope and moved it up
off the ground so folks couldn’t get at it.
That's why we need the cherry picker
now.”

The PRIDES also maintain the flood-
lights that shine on the flags, one require-
ment for banners that are left aloft at
night. That means making regular changes
in the bulbs as they burn out, Lynch said,
but not paying for the electnmty

“I don’t know who does that,” she said.
“Maybe the merchants in the center.”

Although the triple flag-raising caught
the eye of some bystanders, few who
passed in cars seemed to take much notice
of the process.

In about 45 minutes, all three flags were
proudly in the air, and the PRIDES headed
back to their workshop near 91st Avenue
and Greenway Road.
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Sun City Prides Jim Dircks, Waldo Smith and La Verne Grimsrud bag oranges that were picked along
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Greenway Road. The Prides leave trash bags alongside main roads, where county workers can then pick

the_rr] up.
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Prides keep Sun City clean

VOLUNTEERS: Sun
Cities among
cleanest streets in
the Valley

JEFF OWENS
DAILY NEWS-SUN

If you see an empty beer bot-
tle, a discarded fast food bag or a
crumpled cigarette pack littering
the side of any major road
through Sun City, you better look
fast — it likely won't be there for
long.

While
the rest of
the Valley
struggles
with an
increasing
avalanche
of ugly debris discarded by road-
side litterbug motorists, volun-
teers of the Sun City Prides pride
themselves on keeping major
local throughways almost spot-
lessly clean.

A recent Arizona State Univer-

Prides new
officers, A3

sity study revealed that just |

about everybody litters, including
those who move to the Valley to

appreciate the beauty of the
desert.
And while Phoenix. Mesa,

Tempe, Scottsdale and other cit-
ies struggle to stem the tide of
trash, the Prides simply get the
job done in Sun City, with con-
siderable help from Maricopa
County.

“We pick up anything and
everything that's there and
shouldn't be,” said Waldo Smith,
Prides president. “We get the job
done.”

The Prides take it upon them-
selves to clean up all major Sun
City arteries which. technically,
are Maricopa County's responsi-
bility. They gather trash, trim

from A1

foliage and fertilize trees. They
pick up fruit, particularly
oranges.

“We try to get people to come
in and pick them and ship them
to California or Canada for mar-
malade.” Smith said.

The Maricopa County Public
Works Department usually col-
lects the Prides’ near-bursting
orange trash bags on Mondays.
“They haul away all the debris we
pick up,” Smith added. “We get
wonderful cooperation from Mari-
copa County.”

“They're really doing the
county a favor by doing all the
kitchen policing.” said Kenneth
Tyma of the Sun City Home Own-
ers Association. “That's why it's
always so clean here — those
people are always out there. The
Prides are out there keeping it

mornings to do the extra work
that can't be done any other way.
The Prides, overall, are the finest
people to work with in the world.”

In addition to the major
streets, they also clean up along
Grand Avenue, which, on paper,
is the state Transportation
Department’s responsibility. The
Prides prefer not to wait that
long, though.

“We shouldn't, but it's the only
way it gets done,” Smith said. “I
wouldn't say (ADOT) is uncooper-
ative, but theyre not out here
much.”

When the drainage ditches are
especially full of mud or debris,
the Prides can call out bigger
guns: the Maricopa County Sher-
ilf's Department provides a dump
truck, a backhoe and chain
gangs of inmates. Traffic control
is provided by the Sun City Sher-
ilf's Posse. H

immaculate.”

“They rake. bundle. cu' and
trim — almost like a maniure.”
said Frank Urquiza, the Maricopa
County Public Works assistant
supervisor in charge of Sun City.
“Look down any street in Phoenix
to see how bad the problem has
become. The Prides do a heck of a
job.”

“We hold our part of the bar-
gain by picking it all up.” Urquiza
said. "I get any stull they can't
handle or need help with.”

The county gives the Prides the
tools they need: orange trash
bags. boxes. gloves and salety
vests.

Hundreds of Prides work all
week long on a strictly volunteer
basis to clean the medians. road-
sides, drainage dilches and rail-
road tracks.

“Anybody works whenever its
comfortable for them.,” Smith
said. “We work Saturday

many telephone complaints about
roadside litter "because it never
seems to stay on the ground long
enough to cause a problem. “Ev-
erybody knows the Prides take
care of it.” one staffer said.

“That's one of the big features
about the sign that says 'City of
Volunteers,™ Tvma said. '

Smith said the Prides do their
job well, but there is one contin-
ual and particularly vexing prob-
lem: cigarette butts.

“They are an absolutely
shamelul thing.” he said. “It's
impossible for us to pick them all
up.

The Prides in tumn are gratified
that the community appreciates
their elforts.

“Businesses, clubs and indi-
viduals give us monev. and
they've taken care of our needs
very adequatelv,” Smith said.
“We've never had to ask for

HOA staffers say they don't get - ~
See Prides pride, AS Sy L g money. ;01/ i o)
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Espiridion Orozco of the Arizona Highway Adoption Co. cleans up!
trash along Interstate 17 north of mile marker 227 just north of

Phoenix.

Study shows nearly everyone |
guilty of having been litterbug

CLEAN STATE: Even
those who move for
beauty of desert
likely guilty

JOE KULLMAN
DAILY NEWS-SUN

The profile of the typical
despoiler of the Arizona desert is
simple: almost anyone.

An Arizona State University
study for the Arizona Clean and
Beautiful organization found the
description of the common litter-
bug can't be pinned down to any
particular ethnic or age groups,
education or income levels.

Residents of upscale areas are
not any less likely to be among
the culprits, the study concluded.
Even people who indicated

interest in environmental causes
admitted they're not blameless.

Ninety-eight percent of the
people surveyed said they have
littered.

So as the Valley's population
increases, it's not surprising to
sée a proportionate rise in litter- |
ing and illegal trash dumping, |
officials said. But some still find
the growing problem ironic.

“People say they move here for
the beauty of the area and want
land preservation to save pristine
desert. But then they're making‘
our roadsides look like landfills,” |
said Dennis Enriquez of Scotts- |
dale’s Environment Management

department.

Enriquez recently directed a
“litter audit” along a scenic two-
mile stretch of Scottsdale Road

See Study shows, AS

| From A1

north of Frank Lloyd Wright Bou-
levard. Beer cans, fast-food con-
tainers, cigarette packs and plas-
tic shopping bags were
predominant among the 1.774
items of trash found there. That
figured out to litter coming from
about one of every 22 cars pacs-
ing by.

The problem isn't limited to
roadsides. The picturesque open
spaces in the Valley's outlving
areas “apparently look like a big
garbage can” to many people with
old cars, furniture. household
appliances and construction
materials to ditch, said Carla (her
legal name), director of a non-
profit group that supports Scotts-
dale’s preservation efforts.

About 220,000 acres in those
fringe areas are undeveloped
state lands. Close to 300 tons of
trash were taken from those
areas in cleanups in the 1997 98
fiscal vear, according to the stote
Land Department. In the 1998-99
fiscal year, cleanups hauled off
almost 650 tons. including 140
abandoned cars and 2.000 tires.

Dumping and other abuse.
particularly damage caused by
off-road vehicles, has prompted
the Land Department to fence off

several thousand acres in and
around north Phoenix, north
Scottsdale, Peoria and Apache
Junction.

The dumping in remote areas
puzzles Gerry Backhaus of Chan-
dler's solid waste management
department.

“People will drive miles and
miles out to the desert to dump a
washing machine to save $5 it
would cost to get into a landfill
that's a lot closer,” he said. “It
doesn’'t make sense.”

Backhaus and Steve Such, a
Tempe waste inspection supervi-
sor, said they're seeing more ille-
gal dumping in alleyways and
vacant lots.

The trend is frustrating, they
said, because Valley towns and
cities have been trying to make it
easier for people to dispose of
hazardous malerials and large
trash items.

Tempe has built a permanent
hazardous waste center near
McClintock Road and University
Drive where people can take
refuse not permitted in regular
household trash and recycling
containers.

“There's not much excuse for
(illegal dumping),” Backhaus
said. "It really gets down to

‘People say they move
here for the beauty of
the area and want land
preservation to save
pristine desert. But
then they’re making our
roadsides look like
landfills.’
Dennis Enriquez
Environment Management
department, Scottsdale

people being too lazy.”
Stricter enforcement in some

‘Valley communities, with fines

that can go up to $1,000. is curb-
ing some of the problem, said Ari-
zona Clean and Beautiful director
Leandra Lewis. But the long-term
solution is education, she said.

“Part of the problem is the
amount of migration of people
into and out of the state . . . they
don’t develop a sense of commit-
ment to their communities. They
look at trash on the streets as
someone else’s problem,” Lewis
said.

But she sees positive signs
around the Valley. Her organiza-
tion has recruited several thou-
sand volunteers to work with its
environmental education pro-
grams and cleanup projects. Civic
groups, Boy Scout troops and
other community organizations
are also giving the state Land
Department thousands of volun-
teer hours annually to help
remove trash from the open
desert.

Lewis estimates almost
$3 million is spent annually
statewide for removing litter and
cleaning up illegal dump sites.
That taxpayer expense would
almost double without volunteer
aid. she said.

Environmental and sanitation
officials said residents also need
to learn how much illegal dump-
ing by businesses burdens the
public purse.

Much of the trash cities, towns
and the state have to haul from
alleys, vacant lots and open
desert areas comes from land-
scaping and construction compa-
nies trying to avoid landfill costs,
officials said.

“If people see who's doing this,
they need to let us know.,” said

Backhaus, “because it's costing
all of us more monev everv vear.”
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SUN CITY: Buyer for
marmalade company
buys local fruit

BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Those decorative Seville
oranges falling onto Sun Cily
streets these days could soon be
headed for Canada or Great Brit-
ain as tart marmalade.

For years, commercial orange
pickers have criss-crossed Sun
City streets about this time of
year. offering to pick and remove
the sour oranges that grow in
abundance on landscape trees.

Those oranges generally are
sold to the country's biggest
maker of jams and jellies, the
J.M. Sinucker Co., of Orrville,
Ohio. which processes them into
marmalade at a plant in Watson-
ville, Calif.

Others are shipped directly to
Canada for processing, said
James Truman of the University
of Arizona Citrus Experiment Sta-
tion near Surprise. '

But this year, there's some-
thing new in the equatlion: a
shortage of oranges.

That has prompted fruit broker

- Michael Lindahl to plead with
homeowners and condo associa-
tions for the first time. *I need
oranges,” he said in an interview
Monday.

And. for the first time, Lindahl
is offering to buy picked oranges,
not just clean them up.

He said he’ll pay 4 cents a
pound for the sour oranges deliu-
ered to the large bins he has
around the south end of Sun
City.

He's also offered the PRIDES 4
cents a pound for the oranges
PRIDES members may harvest in
their Saturday cleanup efforts.

Waldo Smith, PRIDES presi-
dent. said the group acts as a
representative of the Recreation
Cenlers in cleaning up oranges
from the goll courses, rec centers
and other public areas, and dis-
posing of them.

The purchase offer, he said, is
a first and one that will require
board approval since the PRIDES
<onarallv dan't sell anything.

Daily News-Sun » Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2000

PRIDES

A spokeswoman at the
Smucker company confirmed that
Lindahl is buying oranges for that
company but declined to provide
other details of the company's
operations.

Other sources in the jam and
jelly industry, however, said that
most of the marmalade made from
Sun Cily oranges is for export (o
Canada and the U.K.. where resi-
dents prefer a tart product.

In the United Stares, most of us
want sweet marmalade.

Nan Fraser, a Sun City dress
shop owner who's from Glasgow,
Scotland, said “it's true that we
like it without as much sugar,”
and added that it was hard to get
accustomed to the sweeter Ameri-
can product.

Lindahl said the Sun City
oranges — they generally weren't
planted in Sun City West — “are
the sole raw malerial source for
Smucker,” which probably uses
commercial oranges for the
sweeter marmalade.

According to the International
Jelly and and Preserve Association

See Oranges shipped, A5
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T STEVE CHERNERL> - ' /-
Oranges from a Sun City condominium complex
fill a bin Tuesday. e —




Oranges shipped
out for marmalade

from A1

in Atlanta, marmalade is “a
kingly delicacy, and many a
royal sweet tooth demanded an
array of fruit flavors rich with
sugar,”

The association said marma-
lade, which consists of fruit
pieces and peel, plus sugar,
probably originated about 1560
when the court physician to
Mary, Queen of Scots, first
compounded it to keep her sea-
sickness at bay.

Later, in Versailles, it was
served at the magnificent
feasts of Louis XIV that always
ended with marmalades served
in silver dishes.

The association said orange
marmalade is the fifth most
popular flavor of preserves,
after grape jelly and jam,
strawberry jam and red rasp-
berry jam.

A 1997 survey of supermar-
kets by Progressive Grocer

magazine found that marma-
lade sales in supermarkets at
retail totaled about $235 mil-
lion that year, while total
supermarket sales of the pre-
serves category were about
$750 million.

Lindahl appealed to home
owners and gardeners to con-
sider him when they trim trees.

“Tell them not to cut back too
often, and not to cut off blos-
soms or fruit.” he said.

Smucker’s, he said, “is con-
cerned about the orange supply
and they depend on Sun City
for it.”

In a typical year, he said, he
or others might ship 20 large
flatbed trucks of Sun City sour
orariges to the jelly maker. ‘
" Each 'would carry dozens of
wooden crates, 4 feet by 4 feet,
and 32 inches high, that would
hold about 1,000 pounds of
oranges each.

All told, that’s probably 50
tons of marmalade in the
making.
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Founder of Sun City PRIDES, Joe MclIntyre dies

STAFF REPORT

Joseph Z. Mclntyre, 86, the Sun City resident
who in 1980 founded what became the PRIDES,
died Thursday in a Glendale care center.

Mclntyre always saw life as an opportunity to
~be of service to his fellow man, two of his grand-
daughters said Friday.

' “He never spoke about how he had accom-

plished much,” said his daughter, Audrey Ross,
also a Sun Citian. “He took pride in the PRIDES
?s an organization, and downplayed what he did
or it."

The first PRIDES meeting was at the old Val-
ley National Bank Building on the northwest
corner of Union Hills Drive and 99th Avenue in
1980, with just three people there.

It came about after McIntyre put an ad in the
Daily News-Sun, asking, “Are you tired of our
streets not being cleaned?”

" He suggested there' might be a volunteer way
of handling that chore, and the PRIDES, an all-
volunteer group now 300 strong, was the result.

From that first meeting, attended by Ann Fos-
ter, 88 and still a PRIDE, arose the group that
regularly cleans public spaces in Sun City.

From A1

Residents can see its members at work in the
community just about any day of the week.

In April 1985, Mcintyre was honored by Pres-
ident Reagan for his efforts. And those efforts
spread to a PRIDES group in Sun City West.

Mcintyre was born in Los Angeles attended
Walsh Institute (of Business) in Detroit, became
an accountant, and worked for many years at
Himelhoch's before moving to Arizona in 1976.
In addition to accepting a presidential award on

See founder, AS

Tampa; and a son, John of

Santa Theresa, N.M.; his sib-

behalf of the PRIDES, McIn-
tyre was named Sun City
Christian Man of the Year, a
recipient of the Carnegie Good
Human Relations Award, and
the Minnie Harlow Humani-
tarian Award. He was a mem-
ber of the American Lutheran
Church of Sun City.

MeIntyre is survived by
three daughters, Audrey Ross
of Sun City, Ann Cooper of
Youngtown, and Patricia of

lings, Richard Mclntyre and
Marie Reifel of Detroit; five
grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

Visitation is 2 to 4 p.m.
Monday in Sunland Mortuary,
15626 N. Del Webb Blvd. Ser-
vice is 11 a.m. Tuesday at
Sunland.

Memorials may be sent to
the Sun City PRIDES, P.O.
Box 1463, Sun City, Ariz.,
85372.
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- PROUD OF ADDITIONS

By Jeremy Pearlman
Independent Newspapers

The Sun City PRIDES make
good use out of its equipment in
the organization’s quest to main-
tain  the, community’s appear-
ance. .

Take for example the group’s
van, which was retired not too
long ago. e

The 1977 Dodge van was
donated to the PRIDES in 1980
by Palmér’s Plumbing Air
Conditioning & Heating. The
van had already nearly 200,000
miles on it at that time, but with
care and maintenance the group
was able to use the vehicle to its
fullest.

“It had a lot of miles when we
got it and we babied it along and
it lasted us over 20 years,” said
Jim Dircks, PRIDES" member
and leader of its squad group. “It
served us well.”

Painted orange like the safety
vests and hats worn by PRIDES
members to alert motorists that
individuals were working near
the streets, the van was used to
transport equipment, supplies
and water to volunteers working
their regularly assigned areas
throughout the community.

But after years of wear and
tear, it finally came time to
replace the vehicle.

Recently, the organization
purchased two new Chevrolet
vans. One of the new vans will
be used in a similar capacity as
its predecessor, while the other
will be used for the PRIDES’
squad group — a group which
cleans up areas where no one
else is assigned.

Both white vans are painted
with the PRIDES logo and will
be outfitted with all of the nec-
essary items volunteers use fto
rake leaves, paint trees, trim
branches, pick fruit, bag garbage
and all other duties used to keep
Sun City looking beautiful.

' The new vans will not be

about have, them,
R

Sun City PRIDES purchase two new vans

The Sun City PRIDES recently bought two new vans for the orgal

Photo by Art Little/Special for the Independent
nization’s work maintaining the com-

munity. The vans were entirely purchased using donated funds. Standing in front of the new vehicles are,
from left, PRIDES members Ed Pearce and Jim Dircks. ;

handy for what we want to use
them for,” said Tony Dircks,
PRIDES’ member and Jim's
brother. “We’re so happy to
have something new.”

Tony Dircks selected the vans

and purchased them.

The vans cost approximately
$20,000 each and were paid for
with funds accumulated from a
number of Sun City donors.

strictly donations, we don’t
solicit,” said Rosemary Lynch,
the organization’s public affairs
chairman. “All of our supplies

come out of donations and we’re
pretty proud of that.” '
Maricopa County provides

! the PRIDES with plastic bags,

vests, paint and supplies to deal
with weeds. The organzation
purchases everything else,using
donated funds. )
“The fact that we had the abil-
ity to replace very old, worn out
and needy equipment was truly
an encouragement to the organi-
zation,” 'said Linda Dircks,
PRIDES’ treasurer and Jim's
wife. “(The new vans) provide
more adequate and proper space

“All the money we receive is

to handle the equipment
required to outfit our volun-
teers.”

But well-maintained and
heavily used equipment some-
times can still serve a purpose.

PRIDES members kept their
old van in such good shape, that
the organization was able to
donate the 1977 Dodge to the
Mingus  Mountain  Estate
Residential Center — an educa-
tion treatment center for girls.

For more information about
the Sun City PRIDES or to vol-
unteer, call 972-6558.
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PRIDES member Richard Bondon trims a shrub as Rosemary Lynch (left) and Jenny Lienhard rake the median on
Thunderbird Boulevard in Sun City. They use the white van when they're out working.

PRIDES keep it all clean

Volunteers help
Sun City stay neat

By Alison Stanton
Special for The Republic

When Rosemary Lynch moved to
Sun City 16 years ago, one of the first
things she noticed was how pristine
the town is.

“When I first came to Sun City I
thought, “‘Wow, this is so clean — how
do they doit?’ ” she said. “I found out
that it was the PRIDES.”

The Sun City PRIDES, which
stands for Proud Residents Inde-
pendently Donating Essential Serv-
ices, is a non-profit organization that
began in the spring of 1980 with a
mission to help Maricopa County
keep the town clean and beautiful.

According to PRIDES President
Beverly Sisler, about 300 volunteers

spend around 1,000 hours a week

raking, watering, trimming and
picking up litter throughout the en-
tire 14 square miles that make up
Sun City.

In addition to cleaning 29 miles of

parkways and 52 medians, Sisler
said, the volunteers, who are all Sun
City residents, also monitor about
3,000 bubblers and 26 miles of under-

See PRIDES Page 3 - \j
U



PRIDES

They keep
it clean

From Page 1

ground sprinkler pipes.

Members also trim and
feed more than 2,600 trees
and have painted more than
1,800 orange trees. Annually,
the value of the PRIDES’
work is estimated to be
around $500,000.

“It works out pretty well,”
Sisler said.

The PRIDES also includes
a group called “the Squad”
that handles crises and other
problems that are too compli-
cated for individual volun-
teers to handle.

Former PRIDES President
Stan Jones, 82, said that vol-
unteers can choose what type
of work they would like to do.

“New members can be part
of ‘the Squad’ of their own
area,” he said.

“If you have your own area
you can go out when you want
and spend as much time as
you want,” Sisler added.

Shortly after moving to Sun
City, Lynch decided to start

“We have some in their 90s who are still
working, and some are in their 50s. Most are
between 65 and 75. We don’t discriminate for

any reason.”

— Beverly Sisler
PRIDES president

volunteering with the
PRIDES. Since then, she has
spent a couple of hours each
week walking along Olive Av-
enue between 103rd and
111th Avenues, picking up lit-
ter and checking on the many
plants and sprinklers.

“I've been doing it for 16
years,” she said.

Lynch, who is also public
relations chairwoman for the
PRIDES, said that while the
county provides the group
with supplies like trash bags,
orange safety vests, paint for
the trees and traffic cones,
members must purchase
many other needed items like
rakes, paint brushes and
shovels. Although the
PRIDES never solicit funds,
Lynch said they are depend-
ent upon contributions from
the public for their supplies.

In addition to donations,
Sisler said she is always
looking for more people to
join the organization, espe-
cially those who would like to
plant trees and shrubs.

“We need volunteers,” she
said, adding that age, physi-
cal ability and a Sun City ad-
dress are not prerequisites to
join. All that is required is a
willingness to work and a de-
sire to help keep the town
clean.

“We have some in their 90s
who are still working and
some are in their 50s. Most
are between 65 and 75,” she
said. “We don’t discriminate
for any reason. Anyone who
wants to join the PRIDES and
work can work.”

“One lady in a wheelchair
does clerical work,” volun-
teer Jim Dircks, 63, added.

In the spring, the PRIDES
will celebrate their 25th anni-
versary in Sun City. Elaine Ol-
son has been with the group
since almost the beginning.

“A neighbor got me into it,”
Olson said. “I moved here in
May of 1981 and got into it in
June.”

Jenny Lienhard, 66, joined
the PRIDES last year. Al-
though volunteering is new

for her — “Whern people were
asked to step forward, I usu-
ally stepped back,” she said,
laughing — she said she has
really enjoyed the time she
has spent cleaning Alabama
Avenue between 99th and
103rd Avenues.

“It’s good exercise and I
like to be outside,” she said. “1
doitbecauseIenjoyitand for
the camaraderie.”

“There is no pressure, you
can do your own thing,”
Lynch agreed.

Although the work can be
hard and the summer temper-
atures are challenging, the
volunteers all agree that see-
ing the results of their labor
and having a clean town to
live in make it all worthwhile.

“It’s fun. We get a lot of sat-
isfaction,” Orvetta Hari, 81,
said.

“The pay isn’'t very good
but the rewards are great,”
Dircks added, laughing.

Hearing positive com-
ments from friends, visitors,
and passers-by is satisfying.

“It’s such a good feeling to
drive around with a new-
comer and have them say
‘Boy it looks clean!”” Lynch
said. :

Hari agreed. “People honk
their horns and vyell out
‘Thank you’ or ‘God Bless
you.’ It makes you feel good.”
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Larry Allen, left, Carol Howland and Nobert Grover are three original members of the Sun City
Prides.

SC PRIDES celebrates
25 years of service

MITCHELL VANTREASE
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Larry Allen has always
prided himself on keeping

Sun City clean for himself
and others.

I's one of the reasons
Allen joined the Sun City
PRIDES 25 years ago. The
retiree still dedicates a few
hours a week to picking up
trash.

Allen and five other origi-
nal members were honored
Saturday at the PRIDES
annual meeting. They were
presented service awards for
their volunteer efforts to the
300-plus member non-profit
organization.

"We have grown into a vital
organization that in return
really gives the county hun-

dreds of thousands of dol-
lars,” he said.
Other charter members

included Dora Norquist,
Larry Allen, Carol Howland,

Ann Foster, Norbert Grove,
Ralph Ossa and Allen.
In addition, they also

elected new members of the
board at the meeting. Those
individuals are residents
Jenny Leinhard, Jim Dircks,
Arlene Schindler, David

Downey and Arthur Kline.

There are nine board
members. Officers are
expected to be elected with
the next two to three weeks.

As part of the club's silver
anniversary past president
Beverly Sissler said a formal
event will probably take place
in the spring.

“Is our annual meeting,
but we intend to do some-
thing special later,” she said.

Howland, who is a retired
member, said she's excited
the PRIDES have lasted 25
years and hopes they exist
even longer for future
generations,

The now Peoria resident,
who is a former Sun Citian,
said she joined the group
because of weeds in the area.

“Weeds were growing so
high there, so I thought that
should be done soon.” she
said.

When she and her hus-
band were members, they
helped the PRIDES with a
number of jobs. They
included weed spraying, tree
trimming and trash pickup.

"It takes so much work,
but we wanted our city to
look very clean,” she said.

Because of the Howlands’
dedication, the PRIDES
named the group's building

after them.

“We love this organization
so much and what it does for
a lot people in Sun City," she
said.

Howland retired from the
group after 15 years of ser-
vices when her husband died.

Allen said he joined the
PRIDES after reading a letter
in the Daily News-Sun from
former resident and member
Joe Mclintyre encouraging
resident to make Sun City
cleaner.

“It's when | decided that
we needed to work to keep
this place clean,” he said.

Since then, he's helped the
PRIDES become a not-for-
profit organization and has
been the president for about
three years. He said he’s also
been vital in developing a
group for Sun City West and
Sedona,

He still volunteers his time
on Wednesdays for an hour
and also on Saturdays.

“We really do a lot in the
community, and they benefit
from us so much,” he said.
"I'm really proud that we've
lasted this long, and | can't
wait to see what it might do
in the future.”

For information about the
PRIDES, call 972-6558.
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PRIDES weed spraying requlres class work

JENNIFER CUTLER
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Rain and new county regu-
lations have stymied efforts
by the Sun City PRIDES to
keep weeds under control,

particularly along a stretch of

Grand Avenue between 107th
and 111th avenues.

“We had done a beautiful
job up until this happened,”
said Dave Downey of the
PRIDES. “Each year we had
fewer and fewer weeds, and
now we are starting all over
| again.”

The weeds on the south
side of Grand are a problem
that began to grow when the
Sun City PRIDES were
informed that starting Jan. 1
they could no longer apply
spray products to the streets
and medians they have ser-
viced for more than 25 years.

The restrictions on spray-
ing were the result of a law
enacted in September 2003,
which requires that anyone
spraying state, county or city-
owned property must be
certified.

Today and Tuesday, eight
PRIDES are attending certifi-
cation training and testing.

The timing is right. As
warmer weather draws near,
weeds will continue to sprout.

The Sun City PRIDES, who
work to clean up Sun City
and the surrounding roads,
adopted approximately 2

miles of roadside on Grand
Avenue, through the Adopt-
A-Highway program. The
PRIDES make sure the road-
side along the Grand is not
littered with debris and occa-
sionally remind the Arizona
Department of Transportation
to come out when the weeds
get out of control.

ADOT concedes that the
area along Grand Avenue is
their responsibility, but it has
yet to be determined when
the section of road will be
mowed.

Alison Saxe, a spokes-
woman for ADOT, said that
they are on its way to getting
the weeds cut.

“We are planning on deal-
ing with the weeds in this
section, but the date isn't
scheduled yet,” Saxe said. "I
know that the maintenance
supervisor who is looking
over the project is working
with the Sun City PRIDES to
set something up as soon as
possible.”

PRIDES president Beverly
Sisler said the PRIDES will do
all they can to help.

“We cleaned up the debris
so that when someone does
come out, they can go
through with the mower and
not worry about chipping a

blade on the trash,” Sisler
said.
The Maricopa County

Department of Transportation

will pay for the PRIDES'
training and testing this
week, said Frank Urquiza,
MCDOT public works super-
visor for Sun City/Sun City
West. If members of the
group become certified, the
county will also pay for the
weed concentrate.

“The only area (the
PRIDES) will be aloud to
spray are MCDOT right of
ways and medians,” Urquiza
said. “They will find out after
their training and testing that
they have to mark where,
when and what mixture rate
that they are applying the
herbicide.”

Medians and roadways
usually sprayed by MCDOT
in the winter are also on their
way to looking better,
because the county's large
herbicide truck is running
again after being in need of
repairs for a few months.

“The county finally got the
weed-spraying truck up and
going, and we are responsible
for all four corners of Mari-
copa County,” Urquiza said.
“Up until Friday we have
been getting good spraying
weather, but when you have
overcast and windy days the
law prohibits us from
spraying.

“We have a pretty good
handle on them, but there's
probably still a little out there
that we might have missed.”

i MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN
Sun City PRIDES members Fran Libby, left, Horst Nanke and
David Downey attempt to remove weeds from an area next to
Grand Avenue west of 107th Avenue Saturday.



