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N the sccond day of
a ten-day visit I re-
cently made to Sun
City, Arizona—a town that

was created  four  yvears {-{’ 3
ago specifically for retired ‘/;Q {
people and now contains “{h 3
about seventy-five hundred \\=_ I

of them—I turned on the
morning television news
from Phoenix, twelve miles
away, and learned that a
retired pump mechanic, ap-
parently deranged, had gra-
tuitously wounded a Phoe-
nix policeman with pellets
from a shotgun and held six
more policemen at bay in
his front yard for twenty
minutes. According to the
newscast, when the former
mechanic was fnally walked
out of his house by a police
captain, he offercd a simple
explanation for his unusual
henavior, “You can’t be re-
tired and live,” he said; and
was thereupon carried off to the Phoenix
city jail. During the rest of my stay in
Sun City, I often thought of his assess-
ment of the retirement situation. For
one thing, it struck me as a pithy, if un-
usually harsh, summary of what many
old people must come to believe as a re-
sult of living in a society that has man-
aged to extend their life span but not
thetr working years. Experts on the sub-
ject—and there are plenty of them, for
councils, commissions, committees, and
subcommittees on aging appear to have
grown at about the same rate as the
percentage of old people in the popula-
tion—are accustomed to discussing it in
more claborate terms than the mechan-
ic did, and they are, of course, profes-
sionally opposed to hopelessness, yet
some of his pessimism often seems to be
reflected in their reports on the problem
of psychological letdown after retire-
ment, or on the hardships of trying to
meet constantly increasing costs with a
fixed income, or on the housing diffi-
culties created by rapidly  changing
neighborhoods and the disappearance of
what sociologists call “the three-genera-
tion family unit.” In Sun City, T quickly
discovered, the attitude toward retire-
ment is somewhat different; there the
mechanic’s views would not be catego-
rized as mere pessimism but as heresy.
The Del E. Webb Development Corpo-
ration, the gigantic Phoenix construc-
tion company that built and presides
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over Sun City, proclaims in its adver-
tisements not only that you can be re-
tired and live but that you can be retired
and live in a “paradise town.” In fact,
retirement—or, at least, age—is a pre-
requisite for admission to this paradise,
and those admitted are looked upon not
as people who must accommodate them-
selves to the problems of old age but as
people who are “Lucky Enough to be
50 or More.” The philosophy behind
Sun City is perhaps best expressed by a
radio advertising jingle, “Wake Up and
Live in Sun City.” It goes:

Wake up and live in Sun City

For an Active New Way of Life.

Wake up and live in Sun City,

Mr. Senior Citizen and wife.

Don’t let retirement get you down.

Be happy in Sun City; it’s a paradise

town.,

Wake up and live in Sun City,

M+, Senior Citizen, the rest of your

life,

Mr. Senior Citizen and wife.

A few years ago, the notion that about
seventy-five hundred people might heed
such a call would have brought a field-
wide shudder from geriatricians and
gerontologists. T'hese specialists were
almost unanimously opposed to com-
munities restricted to old people, on the
ground that the old needed to remain
part of the fabric of normal society and
could only depress each other by living
in a group. A number of the specialists
still feel that way, but lately—in part

REPORTER AT LARGE

W AKE UP AND LIVE

()wing to the apparent success of Sun
City, which occasionally describes itself
as “the town that changed America’s
viewpoint on retirement,” and other
such communitiecs—some have come to
believe that many old people are better
off where they can find a good many
other old people with similar interests
and where they do not feel shunted aside
in favor of the young. Among old peo-
ple themselves, the idea of retirement
communities has become so popular that,
according to the National Council on
the Aging, the country now has about
two hundred and fifty communities built
for—if not in all cases restricted to—old
pL‘(lp]C.

Sun City, which has served as a model
for some of these communities, was itsel
modelled on others, and if it has changed
a nation’s ideas on retirement, it did not
invent what gerontologists call “chron-
ological segregation.” In this respect, it
was frankly inspired by Youngtown, a
small development for elderly people
(put up by a rival Phoenix construction
company ) that was formerly isolated in
the cotton fields northwest of Phoenix
but now has the burgeoning Sun City
right across the highway. Sun City’s
claim to influence is based on its phe-
nomenal growth and on its having de-
vised an “Active New Way of Life.”
Billboards on the highway from Phoenix
proclaim that “Del Webb’s Sun City” is
“where Active Retirement originat-
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ed.” It takes a visitor only a few hours
to realize that the Sun City formula for
happiness—or “pure happiness,” as the
man who speaks between renditions of
the advertising jingle puts it—is, rough-
ly, that happiness equals activity plus
friendliness. For my part, even though
I had been in Sun City for only a day
when I heard the Phoenix newscast, |
had the feeling that any resident I might
ask about the pump mechanic’s misfor-
tunes would be likely to say that the
mechanic cowdd be retired and hve,
and in a “paradise town.” And, further-
more, that if he spent enough of his
time playing shuffleboard, golf, canasta,
and bridge, going to club mectings with
other retired people, and being general-
ly friendly, he would be much too
busy and much too happy to have any
thoughts of peppering policemen with
buckshot.

HE thirty-minute drive from

Phoenix to Sun City begins with a
dreary line of motels, most of them built
before motels were called motor inns,
and some of them before cabins and
tourist courts were called motels. A few
miles past Glendale, a suburb of Phoe-
nix, the motels begin to give way to
fields of alfalfa and cotton, and the
ficlds are almost llnintcrruptcd after
Peoria, a drab farming town that calls
itself, for reasons nowhere in evidence,
the Rose Center of the World., Then,
two or three miles up the highway, the
visitor gets his first view of Sun City
across the cotton ficlds—a view of palm
trees tilting up unexpectedly in all di-
rections. Palm trees also dominate the
main entrance to the town from the
highway; three of them, together with
some shrubbery, a pond, and a section
of Tow stone wall holding a sign, “SUN
crry. Welcome,” form a sort of minia-
ture oasis at the roadside,

Ond’s first impression of Sun City is
that it looks like any other attractive
real-estate  development.  There are
two palm-lined boulevards, palm trees
along the crisscrossing golf-course fair-
ways that are visible from almost every-
where, and pastel  one-story  ranch
houses and winding streets, sufficiently
varied to avoid total monotony; more-
over, it is an often cited point of pride
at the Del E. Webb company that even
before the first house was built Sun City
had a lurge shopping center, a motel, a
medical building, a golf course, and a
Community Center, and that these fa-
cilities had to be expanded almost im-
mediately. But what struck me most
forcibly about this entire well-planned,
well-kept complex on the afternoon I
arrived was that it was deserted. No one
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could be seen enjoying an Active New
Way of Life or any other kind. Not a
soul walked along the sidewalks; no
one was at work in any of the yards; the
shuffichoard courts and lawn-bowling
green in front of the Community Cen-
ter’s Arts & Crafts Building were un-
occupied; the streets were silent. The
town might have been evacuated—not
for an emergency, since everything
scemed in perfect order and remarkably
clean, but for some well-rehearsed air-
raid drill. It was ninety-three degreesin
Sun City, and it occurred to me that if
nobody had a compelling reason to
stir—such as going to work or chasing
children—there was no reason to expect
anybody to be out in the sun in the mid-
dle of the day. In fact, I reflected, since
the residents of Sun City were free from
the social restrictions of their home
towns as well as the professional restric-
tions of earming a living, there was no
reason to expect them to retain any of
the customs of normal socicty that did
not please them. They could do almost
anything they wanted to do.

It rather surprised me that what they
wanted to do did not include constant
labor on their lawns, Without ever be-
ing particularly aware of it, I had al-
ways associated retirement with yard
work—puttering around in the garden
and mowing the lawn being the two
images clearest in my mind. "There were
no citizens tending their lawns that first
afternoon, and, what was even more
surprising, there were many lawns that
required no tending, since they con-
sisted of colored gravel instead of grass.
Some were of green gravel—a dark
green that clashed weirdly with the
grass lawns next to them. Others were
of gray, green, red, brown, or white
gravel. Stll others were of combina-
tions of colors, each kept neatly in its
place by a stubby border of stones,
Some of the gravel lawns were deco-
rated with desert plants, and many, like
many of the grass lawns, had signs bear-
ing the names of the residents, some-
times including license plates from their
home states.  Gravel lawns—usually
called rock lawns in Sun City, though
one company that makes them calls
them Leisure Lawns—seemed to be in
the majority in the town. I did see a
man working on a rock lawn later that
week. He was brushing his lawn with
a stiff push broom, apparently to get
some stray red gravel back from the
driveway into its proper section,

HE first evening I was in Sun
City—it was a DMonday—I
phoned Louis Inwood, the president of
the Sun City Homeowners Association,
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“Take this, Susan,” he whispered, as their
paths crossed on the stairs, “but please
don’t read it now.” Blushing furiously,
she thrust the note into the pocket of her
Cos Cob smock-shift, a festive patchwork
of imported, bleeding madras, each patch
individually seamed. Jr. Petite sizes 3-13.
About $15 at fine stores everywhere.
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A DIVISION OF OXFORD MANUFACTURING COMPANY, INC,

and he suggested that we meet at Town
Hall, where a large crowd of residents
would be on hand for the Monday-
night movies. Town Hall, Inwood ex-
plained, is not actually a town hall but
a recreational facility, a second and
more elaborate version of the Commu-
nity Center. A part of it has been used
by the Decl E. Webb company as a sales
office, with model houses adjoining
it, and on my way to meet Inwood
I found that after a sign just past the
oasis announces Sun City’s Active New
Way of Life, a series of signs along the
meridian strip of the main street leads
visitors toward Town Hall much as
signs on a Western highway will lead
travellers toward some such roadside
attraction as a snake farm that happens
to be next to a gas station, or a frontier
muscum that happens to be behind a
restaurant. “Just T'wo Minutes to a
New Way of Life. Straight Ahead,”
the first one savs. “Every Day’s a Holi-
day in Sun City. Straight Ahead,” says
the one five or six blocks down the bou-
levard.

Most of Town Hall looks like a
nicely designed, rambling country club,
with open patios and a large outdoor
swimming pool, but the central block
rather resembles a red brick church,
even to a tower with an electrically
controlled carillon. On my way to the
auditorium, in the main building, I
passed a room in which half a dozen
men were laboriously practicing a
rhythmic line dance—all of them turn-
ing slowly with one hand on the hip
and the other in the air.: From an
announcement on a bulletin board
outside the auditorium, I learned that
in another room the Rock Hounds
were meeting “to organize field trips
throughout Arizona to secure rock
specimens.”” A number of informally
dressed people—most of the men were
wearing sports shirts and the Western
leather string ties known as bolo ties—
were filing into the auditorium, where
folding chairs had been set up, and
where two residents wearing blue-and-
gold silk shirts with ““Town Hall Mov-
ies” embroidered on the back were pre-
paring to handle the lights and the
projector.

Inwood, a portly, somewhat bald
man of sixty-seven, who was wearing
khaki pants, a polo shirt, and a bolo
tie, met me near the door to the audi-
torium and suggested that the lounge
chairs next to the swimming pool
would be a good place to chat. Once
we had settled ourselves there, he told
me that the Community Center and
Town Hall were roughly similar in
program, and that both required a small
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For nearest store,
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annual fee for membership. The Com-
munity Center served those living in
Sun City’s first fifteen hundred houses
and apartments, he explained, and it
had been turned over to the members
by the Webb company as soon as there
were enough of them to support it with
their dues. Town Hall’s membership,
along with many of its functions, was
restricted to residents of the next thir-
ty-five hundred units, of which twen-
ty-cight hundred had been completed;
it would also be turned over to the
members when it reached its full com-
plement. ““They decided to have these
arts-and-crafts facilities for—well, let’s
call it therapy, because it is, in a sense,”
Inwood said. “There’s a darkroom for
the camera nuts. People make all sorts
of fantastic things in ceramic—mostly
ladies interested in ceramics. People
W]]() hﬂVL’ never Pz’l]‘ﬂt(’(l bCf()l'C IL’Z]!']\ to
paint, and we have an art exhibition two
or three times a year. Some people sell
their ceramics and their paintings, and
some people turn them out for them-
selves or just for the hell of it. We have

‘a lapidary room, and people make

amazing things in that, "This bolo tie
clasp is a product of the lapidary room,
I’'m one of the worst at that sort of
thing, but I bet you’ve never secen a
turquoise polished like this one. There’s
a woodworking shop and a place for
silverwork. There’s swimming. There
are better than thirty tables of mixed
bridge every Thursday night and con-
tract or duplicate on Tuesday night.
Monday night is movie night, Friday
is dancing lessons, and Saturday is ball-
room dancing.”

I was about to ask Inwood why the
men I had seen were practicing rhyth-
mic dancing when he added, “The
Swim Club is rehearsing now for the
luaw it sponsors every year,” and I gath-
ered that this was the answer. “IVe’re as
active as the devil,” he went on. “Most
of us are so damn busy we have to put
priorities on our time. For instance, my
wife and I love to travel, and in 1962,
when [ was head of Town Hall, we
organized this club.” Inwood reached
for his wallet and showed me a member-
ship card for an organization called
Nobles Exploradores del Ayuntamiento.
“That means ‘Noble Explorers of
Town Hall,” > he explained. “We call
it NEDA. We take a one-day trip every
month, and one trip a month that lasts
more than one day. We're going to the
Grand Canyon Wednesday. We also
take some quite long trips. We had a
waiting list for a trip we organized that
left just before New Year’s. It featured
the Rose Bowl parade, Disneyland, and
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If he could have stayed
at The Carlton Tower
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New Year’s Eve with Lawrence Welk.
We took only thirty-eight people, be-
cause we could only get that many tick-
ets to Welk, Different people do differ-
ent things. T'hey say there are more than
ninety clubs here. We have a very en-
thusiastic group of golfers; some people
play six or seven times a week. Twenty
to twenty-five people come to Town
Hall six days a week and play poker.
Ninety-five per cent of the people here
are as happy as larks and five per cent
are miserably unhappy—but they’d be
miserably unhappy anywhere. The thing
that makes it a success is that when peo-
ple come out here the bulk of them
fecl, Well, since we’ve all broken with
our past, we're in the same boat. Every-
body is sceking friends. It’s the friendli-
est place you’ve ever seen. And it’s very
informal. I spent my life in full dress—
I was Director of Aviation and Deputy
Director of Commerce for the City of
Philadelphia—and I haven’t had a real
tie on since I hit Sun City. Now, these
movies are more or less a social event.
We have an cight-by-twenty-four-foot
Cinemascope screen and a first-rate pro-
jector, and we have the picture on three
reels, which means that the audience has
to take two breaks. During the first one,
we pass a pot and people contribute
whatever they want to the movie fund,
and during the second one they go out
and smoke and talk. We thought about
getting another projector—there’s
plenty of money in the
movie fund—but the
people didn’t want it.
They didn’t want to
give up their breaks.”

T'he Homeowners
Association, Inwood
told me, was an organi-
zation of all Sun City
residents, dedicated to
“preserving the way of
life we like here,” and
its relations with the Webb company
were varied, “Webb is a businessman
making an honest profit,” Inwood said.
“I’m not agin Webb. If it helps him
and it also helps us, that’s fine. For in-
stance, the group medical plan we
worked on together—it helps Webb sell
houses, and it’s a good thing for us, too.
On some things we’ve fought him, like
on some trouble we’ve had over the
sewer and water rates. Qur only real
worry is inflation. Everybody out here
is on a fixed income, large or small.
That’s why we’re so fussy about rates.”
The Association’s current project, In-
wood continued, was preparing a batch
of petitions, which it would begin to
circulate within a week or two, and
which, Inwood hoped, would result in

the incorporation of Sun City, perhaps
in the 1964 elections.

INW()()D, like other Sun City residents,
often secemed to attach human char-
actenistics to the Del E. Webb Develop-
ment Corporation, since he ordinarily
used the name of the company and the
name of its founder interchangeably.
Del E. Webb himself—who, at four-
teen years past Sun City home-purchas-
ing age, continues to run the company
as chairman of the board—nourishes
this anthropomorphism by a tendency
to put his name on his property and to
mclude in most advertisements his name,
his picture, and the information that he
18 half owner of the New York Yan-
kees. Although Webb occasionally visits
Sun City, the man the residents usually
mean when they say “Del Webb” is
Thomas Breen, the senior vice-presi-
dent who created the Webb retirement
communities. Long before Sun City was
built, Breen began administering a num-
ber of tests to retired people—or ¢
tirees,” as Webb executives tend to call
them—and, as a result, the company
was able to say in an early advertisement
that Sun City “offers everything which
Del E. Webb’s extensive research re-
vealed you want most.”” It was this re-
search—plus the steady growth of
Youngtown, which seemed to be thriv-
ing despite a conspicuous lack of ecither
merchandising or special facilities—that
induced Breen to re-
strict the purchase of
houses to persons over
fifty. (A spouse of any
age is permitted, but no
children of school age.)
Breen is now carrying
on further rescarch in
Sun City itsclf, which
provides a convenicnt
concentration of pre-
cisely the type of peo-
ple who are likely to buy houses there
or 1 one of the three other retirement
communitics that the Webb company
has since built: Sun City, Florida; Sun
City, California; and Kern City, Cali-
fornia. The company has conducted
marketing surveys of buyers and inter-
ested customers, and in August of 1961,
a little more than a year after the first
residents moved into Arizona’s Sun
City, it conducted an elaborate opinion
survey of two hundred Sun City fami-
lies. Today the company’s marketing
department requires salesmen—they are
called “retirement counsellors’” in Sun
City—to turnin a Standard Sales Report
on each buyer, listing background infor-
mation, which is transferred to computer
cards. With all this, the members of the
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Webb marketing department know a
good deal about the people who live in
Sun City—and, by extension, about
people who might be induced to live
there. They know, for example, that,
except for people from Arizona and
California, many of whom had already
retired to those states from other places,
the largest number of Sun City residents
come from the Midwese—Illinois is
third in number of buyers, and there are
heavy concentrations from Ohio, fowa,
and Minnesota—and that the foreign-
born are difficult to lure to Sun City no
matter where they live, apparently be-
cause they stull maintain the custom of
having old people remain with their fam-
ilies. By pracessing information collected
from the Standard Sales Reports, Webb’s
computer has- revealed that about a
third of Sun City’s homeowners carned
more than twelve thousand dollars a
year hefore thelr retirement and an-
other third carned between eight and
twelve  thousand, that sixty-two  per
cent of the purchasers pay cash for their
houses, that there are 2.1 people per
houschold in Sun City, that most buyers
prefer two-bedroom houses and about

twenty per cent prefer  codperative
apartments, and that the average age of
male homeowners is sixty-seven. The
marketing and opinion surveys indicated
that sixty-three per cent of the people in
Sun City travel to Phoenix Tess than five
times a month, that cither thirty-two
per cent or fifty-six per cent (depending
on which of the two surveys is accurate)
first heard of Sun City from friends,
that thirty-four per cent moved to Sun
City partly for reasons of health, that
seventy-five per cent rather like the Sun
City jingle and scventeen per cent find
it, in the conscnsus of the interviewers,
“silly, stupid, and juvenile,” and that the
citizens’ main complaint about the Sun
City motel, Del Webb’s Kings Inn, is
that the menu in the restaurant becomes
monotonous after a while. Of the two
hundred families visited in the opinion
survey, a2 hundred and eleven subseribed
to the Reader’s Digest, and so many of
them mentioned Lawrence Welk when
they were asked about their musical
preferences that the interviewers ad-
vised the Webb company to investgate
the possibility of hiring Welk for promo-
tion work. ( Nothing came of this. ) The
interviewers also suggested that since
seventy-five per cent of the residents
like the Sun City jingle, the company
might record it on one side of a record,
leaving the other side for a Christmas
message, and sell it to Sun City residents
to send to their friends—thereby achiev-
ing a good piece of promotion and per-
]1"\1)5 a pl'()ﬁt as \’Vcll. (r.[‘hC cmnpan)’ Pllt
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that suggestion into practice, with con-
siderable success.)

To find out about the broader uses
of market research, I drove into Phoe-
nix and visited Jim Detrick, the Del
Webb advertising manager, at the com-
pany’s main office, in the Del E. Webb
Building—a gold-and-white structure
with Muzak that follows a visitor from
the elevator into the halls, and even into
the offices of minor executives, where it
is interrupted only by occasional broad-
cast announcements. Detrick, like most
of the Webb executives I eventually
met, is an energetic man who appears
to be several years below the Sun City
minimum age, and, like all the Webb
executives I eventually met, he was
wearing a short-sleeved shirt and a four-
in-hand tie. He said that Sun City ad-
vertising had begun with a campaign on
the general subject of Active Retire-
ment and that after the growth of com-
petition it had become more specific.
Picking up an album devoted to an ad-
vertising campaign of the latter phase,
Detrick turned to an ad showing a group
of older people at a back-yard barbecue.
“Notice there’s a woman in the picture
who’s unescorted,” he said. “A widow
might pick that out and see that there’s
a widow there. Widows aren’t a big part
of the market, but they’re a part of it.
We use Sun City people as modc]s in
these ads. They love it, but it’s hard to
pin them down, they’re so busy.” Next,
Detrick turned to an adveltnscmcnt
that was headed “It’s All Yours Now,
Rover, Old Boy,” and said, “This one
here—a guy turning over his rocking
chair to his dog while he goes off to play
golf—is part of a running theme, that
Sun City is not a place where retirees
just sit around in rocking chairs. This
one-—a man staying in a swimming pool
while the other people try to get him
to play golf—represents another sub-
theme that we’ve had for a long time.
He’s saying, “To Heck with It'—to
show that in Sun City you do what you
want when you want to do it.”” Be-
cause research nas provided such an ac-
curate profile of the potential buyer,
Detrick told me, Sun City has lately
concentrated on direct mail in its na-
tional advertising, using a series of three
mailings. “First is what I call the siz-
zle—the Way of Life,” he said. “Then
comes the steak—the Personal Planning
Portfolio, which tells about prices, taxes,
and so on. Then the plot map, to pick
out a lot. We’ve always sold a Way of
Life. The homes are sccondary.”

According to Webb executives, Sun
City, Arizona, has maintained a steady
annual sale of between seven and eight
hundred houses—priced originally from
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$8,500 to $11,300 and in the latest
brochure from $10,450 to $15,950—
and so far they see no sign of the even-
tual end of building, which ordinarily
occurs when the normal resale market
overtakes the need for new houses. The
town occupics only nine hundred and
seventy of twenty thousand acres that
Webb has under a purchase agreement
in the vicinity, and although the rest
will probably include developments of
other types, there is no policy limiting
the size of Sun City. In the specialized
trade of merchandising a Way of Life,
the company has to treat the Sun City
residents as part of its sales pitch; as In-
wood told me, anything that makes the
Way of Life more attractive to the resi-
dents is likely to make it more attractive
to potential customers—and, besides, the
residents can attract a good many cus-
tomers themselves if the Way of Life
inclines them to. Thus, Sun City seems
to be a new version of the company
town—a town in which a single com-
pany has a financial interest in keeping
the residents happy in order to attract
more residents. And for this reason the
company’s encouragement to the people
living in Sun City to form whatever type
of society pleases them is likely to con-
tinue even after Sun City is incorporated
and can no longer properly be called Del
Webb’s Sun City on signs and in adver-
tisements. Although, as one resident
remarked to me, “People who thought
Del Webb would be a Great White Fa-
ther giving them anything they wanted
were disappointed,” the company is hap-
py to help grant the carefully researched
desires of the residents whenever this is
economically feasible. While T was in
Sun City, for instance, an offer to sub-
sidize a bus line making a circuit through
the town to the shopping center was
made to the Homeowners Association
by the Webb marketing department,
which is aware that a lack of internal
transportation is often noticed by po-
tential buyers. (The investment would
have other advantages, too; shopping-
center merchants have leases that give
Webb a percentage of their gross.)
The company connection extends to
a small but significant number of in-
dividual residents. Several of the old-
er retirement counsellors live in Sun
City, and some Sun City women work
part time for the company as sales-
office “hostesses,” who, according to one
of them, “don’t sell houses, or anything,
but are just paid to be nice and tell peo-
ple how happy we are.” Some of the
most intensive Sun City advertising
seems to be directed toward the people
who already live there, and satisfied resi-
dents are occasionally asked by a re-
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tirement counsellor to write to prospects
who happen to come from their home
town.

In this atmosphere, it seemed almost
natural to find that the color postcards
furnished to guests by Del WWebb’s
Kings Inn have a message already
typed out and signed by somebody
named George—which, if I haven’t
underrated the Webb research depart-
ment, must be the name that occurs
most often among male Americans stay-
ing at Del Webb’s Kings Inn while they
wait to move into their houses or while
they are visiting their parents. “Hi,” the
message on one of them begins, on the
back of a picture of a back-yard barhe-
cue. “Had a real interesting expericnce
a couple of wecks ago. Went back to see
my new grandson. ... My son and
daughter-in-law live in alittle town back
East. ...l used to live there myscelf. Less
than a year since I’d been there .. . and
I don’t sce how T stood it. Neighbor-
hood’s absolutely vacant all day except
for busy housewives and kids . .. and
for the first time in a year I got that
tolerant ‘ha ha’ when I spoke of the ‘old
days.” Sure was nice to get back home
where people share your memories and
are really interested in what you think
of things.” The signature, ncat and
legible, ends the message side of the
card; the guest is left to fill out the ad-
dress side completely at his own dis-
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To keep George and other Sun Citi-
ans at this near-cestatic pitch, the Del E.
Webh Corporation has an activities di- !

rector and a public-relations man sta- . .
Brunnhilde

tioned in Sun City, and both secem to
divide their time about equally between muuld"]z
trying to make the residents happy and
telling them how happy they arc—or, "' :
occasionally, how . friendly they are.
The activitics director is Tom Austin, : th
an awesomely friendly man with a gray v ,
crew cut, a ruddy complexion, and a [ﬂulﬂ ‘JK_"
New York accent—a man whose age

and appearance, it occurred to me when (ﬂrpftlﬂ
I met him, would probably necessitate
the rock

his showing a driver’s license or a draft

card if he wanted to buy a house in Sun mith

City. (As it happens, both he and the >

public-relations man live in Phoenix carpet
. . . .

and commute to Sun City.) Austin’s

office is in a small administration build- y

ing that the company maintains across magee

the street from the Town Hall sales of-
fice. When I met him there, during one
of my first days in Sun City, he told me
that his job ranged from organizing
clubs to buying clectric rolls for the
T'own Hall carillon—a task he per-

formed imaginatively, I gathered, since »

(2 - 3 > ) g 1 * i
he later t()l(l“mg that he’d ]md. a ?IXCI'l] the fibreAAcrilan The Magee Carpet Company, Fifth Avenue, New York
roll made of “\Wake Up and Live in Sun Fr e
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City,” so that it could be inserted three
or four times a week among the old
favorites, Austin said that his interest
in a Sun Citian begins the minute the
sales office reports the purchase of a
house. While the purchasers are set-
tling their affairs at home and waiting
for their new house to be built, Jerry
Svendsen, the Webb public-relations
man stationed in Sun City, sends them
a weekly newsletter, occasionally called
the “fricndship letter.” A typical one
opens:

GooD MORNING—Look what just blew
in—A heap o’ clouds. We'll start off with
the chuckle that appeared in the Phoenix
Newspaper, “Nlany Americans feel that
living within their income is a fate worse
than debt.” A LOT OF DIRECT QUOTING IN
THIS LETTER ’‘cause [ like what you
have to say and the way that you say
it. So, here we go—FRANK AND TRUDY
SHANAHAN—Word comes from 220 N.
County Line in Hinsdale, HL, “Have
finally sold our house here and will be
moving to Sun City on Sept, 4th. We are
literally ‘champing at the bit’ to occupy our
doll house at 10242 Desert Hills Dr.”
Frank, 1 see you're retiring from Quaker
Oats Company. Are you acquainted with
Warren Smith, another former Quaker
Qats staff member, who is already settled
here? He and wife, Nancy, moved to
11001 Abbot Ave. from Rockford, [l
That’s all the questions, so now we’ll talk
about you, Frank. He plays chess, is a
fisherman, swims, and plays shufieboard.
Trudy likes all the above and says to add
sewing, knitting, and ceramics to the list.

When the new resident finally ar-
rives to move in, his Town Hall activity
card is issued to him at Austin’s office.
“We like to know what their hobbies
are, and when my secretary gives them
the card, she asks them
and then makes out a lietle
thumbnail sketeh,” Austin
told me. “We make sure
that the various clubs know
about the new people, and
that the new people get a
list of all the clubs. Town Hall has a
public-relations committee, and we sup-
ply its members with the names, and
they go out and call on these people.
This was not instigated by me; it was
thought of by the people themselves. We
send the new arrivals some things from
here—these  telephone  stickers  with
emergeney  numbers,  for instance.
Then, once a month, for one of the
regular Saturday-night dances at Town
Hall, we send a personal invitation to
everyone who has moved in during the
last month, and we also send them a
badge for them to put their name on,
For that night, we furnish the refresh-
ments. At the dance, they’re called up
on the floor and introduced by the state
they came from. It’s called Hi Neighbor
Night at T'own Hall.”

Austin paused, and then said, “How
do you measure success? ”

I said I supposed that a construction
company might measure it in units sold
per month.

“But do you measure in dollars and
cents!” Austin asked. “We’re not phi-
lanthropists—sure, business
concern—but we’ve become involved,
We're involved in human lives, trying
to help people achieve happiness, help
them fulfill dreams. It’s a responsibility.
And the people are happy here. Go out
and ask them. This is the friendliest
community in the world. If you walk by
a house—a perfect stranger—the peo-
ple will invite you in for a cup of coffee.
The coffeepot, T always say, reigns
supreme in Sun City. People like each
other; they’re friendly. The fear of
loneliness  generates  this  desire  for
friendliness. We all need this; this is
food. But you know what’s great about
this place? The little things—what I
call the niceties of life. There’s no liv-
ing up to the Joneses; there’s just a
natural desire to help, without any need
to make impressions. When somebody is
usually up at eight watering his rose-
bush, if he’s not there one morning the
whole neighborhood is knocking on the
door.”

Of his own role in Sun City, Austin
said, “At the beginning, as people
started coming in, we got them together
at potluck dinners. Then T helped to
organize clubs—getting  the  oflicers
and that kind of thing, You'd be sur-
prised how fast they began to function
themselves and became self-sustaining.
The Community Center,
of course, has already been
given to the people, and
they run it themselves, and
Town Hall will be turned
over in the very near fu-
ture. The people are self-

b
were a

governing—a hundred per cent. But we
maintain a relationship, and we cultivate
the relationship. Jerry and T are more
or less the liaison men between the peo-
ple and the corporation. Were sort of
like father-confessors. The people come
in here with their problems and the door
is always open. It might be only a leaky
faucet—anything. We always listen,
and we always treat it as a real prob-
lem. It might scem silly—it might scem
infantile. But to the individual it’s a real
problem. We try not to judge the re-
quests in dollars and cents but in terms
of “Will this make you happy:’ We
always remember that we’re involved
in the lives of people. And the people
are happy here, and keep busy. Day after
day, people tell me, “TFom, the days
aren’t long enough. Next year, I'm
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going to retire.” Women come in here—
women are more emotional than men—
and say, ‘How can I write to Mr. Webb
and thank him for putting this town
here?” Imagine! They’re talking about
a guy who sold them a house.”

A proud, paternal tone had crept into
Austin’s voice when he mentioned Sun
City’s self-government and again when
he spoke of lis role as father-confessor,
and I heard the same tone often as the
week went on, when he boasted of how
the residents “made everything them-
selves” for the arts-and-crafts festival
or when he spoke fondly of the Pedal
Pushers, the cycling club. “It’s really
something to sce them coming down
the road, forty or fifty of them,” he told
me. “And early in the morning you
can see them practicing around the
parking lot of the church with their
little training wheels. It’s really some-
thing.” Austin’s standard speech to visi-
tors, which T heard him deliver one day
to some members of the North Carolina
Chamber of Commerce, begins, “You
know, about five years ago a man had
a dream. And the dream became an
idea and the idea became a reality, and
that reality is Sun City. ... Today it
has about seven and a half thousand peo-
ple, over ninety clubs, and it is one hun-
dred per cent self-governed by the resi-
dents. They have made Sun City a fun
city—and they are a proud people.”
Any place that has ninety clubs, two
arts-and-crafts centers, two swimming
pools, a riding stable, an activities direc-
tor, and almost no residents engaged in
what is ordinarily thought of as work is
bound to invite comparison with sim-
ilarly endowed places that bear long
hyphenated Indian names, and the com-
parison was never more vivid in my
mind than when Austin was sounding
like a friendly, benign camp director.

Austin’s fellow father-conftessor,
Jerry Svendsen, looks more like a camp
divector’s favorite son—or, for that
matter, anybody’s favorite son. Svend-
sen, who is at least as friendly as Austin,
is twenty-nine, but he appears to be
ahout twenty-one—an active, chatty,
boyish young man with horn-rimmed
glasses and reddish hair in a short, col-
legiate haircut. On my firse visit to
Svendsen’s office, he told me that it was
a shame I had missed Western Days—
an annual celebration sponsored by the
merchants’ association of the shopping
center, which had been held a week or

so before my arrival—and he showed
me some pictures he had taken in the
course of it. One was of about fifty
elderly women in shorts doing calisthen-
ics in the shopping-center parking lot;
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another showed a parade, with a golf
cart decorated to look like a covered
wagon at the head of it, and, following
the golf cart, like infantry following a
tank, fifteen or twenty Sun Citians, pre-
sumably the Pedal Pushers, on bicycles.
Svendsen said that, in addition to writ-
ing the newsletter every week, he pre-
pares a monthly four-page community
magazine called the Sun Dial, which is
sent to all residents. As a rule, Svendsen
devotes each issue of the Swn Dial to a
single subject, and he showed me back
issues that covered a previous Western
Days, the various unusual objects that
Sun Citians have in their yards (a stone
well, a duplex birdhouse, an address sign
made out of a snow shovel, a waterfall,
a Northern Pacific railroad light, an
aged plow ), and Sun City’s third-birth-
day celebration, an cvent that includ-
ed the emergence of Mr. and Mys.
George C. Bayne, of Scattle—the first
out-of-state residents of Sun City—
from a papier-maché birthday cake.
Svendsen, I soon discovered, is easily the
most popular person in Sun City. “Don’t
say a word against Jerry around here or
you’ll have a fight on your hands,”
Austin warned the visitors from North
Carolina as he introduced Svendsen, and
it is true that whenever Svendsen’s name
came up during my visit one of the ladies
present was apt to say, “‘Oh, Jerry’s our
boy! We just love Jerry!”

I had an opportunity to see the gen-
eral feeling for Svendsen on the Sun-
day 1 was in Sun City, when I accom-
panied him to the nine-thirty service
at the United Church of Sun City.
United Church, which is the largest
of the town’s churches, has twelve hun-
dred and fifty members, and—a fact
that is mentioned by statistic-minded Sun
Citians more often than any other ex-
cept the number of clubs in town—it
embraces forty-six denominations, in-
cluding, according to its minister, “a
number of Missouri Synod Lutherans,
some Catholics, and one Jewish fam-
ily.” (Sun City also has Catholic, Lu-
theran, and Jewish congregations.) I
went to United Church mainly to sce a
welcoming ceremony thatis held during
an outdoor coffee hour between the first
and sccond services. T had been told
that new members, identified by black
plastic name badges (these are pro-
vided for the occasion by the Valley
National Bank), gather on a huge map
of the United States that is painted on
the patio, standing within the bound-
aries of their home states. They are
then joined by the old members from
their states and are welcomed to Sun
City. Svendsen had come in from
Phoenix because he wanted to take some
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pictures, and for that reason I missed
the traditional ceremony. The Rever-
end Walter W, Witt, minister of
United Church, decided to have the
map outlined by all the members in-
stead—old and new members standing
together on the national borders—he-
cause he believed that this arrangement
would make the map show up bet-
ter from the roof, where Svendsen
was precariously balanced with a Speed
Graphic camera. When the picture-tak-
ing was over, a dozen ladies gathered
around the ladder to tell Svendsen how
worried they had been about his being
on the roof, and I saw him stopped by
half a dozen more as e made his way
across the patio to return the ladder.

Svendsen had told me that he was
very active in the Phoenix Little The-
atre, and later that afternoon it oc-
curred to me to ask him what roles he
had played.

“Well, you'll probably laugh,” he
said. “Dve played Lacrtes in ‘Hamlet?
and Bruce in ‘Come Back, Little She-
ba.” Oh, yeah, and the Young Man in
“T'he American Dream.””

AVING assumed that the figure of
ninety clubs, so often mentioned
in news items about Sun City, was
a reporter’s exaggeration, I was sur-
priscd to learn that it is quite official.
During the third-birthday celebration,
a permancent sign was crected in Town
Hall’s Greck Theatre - Patio—which
also serves as the patio for the sales of-
fice—reading, “Del Webb’s Sun City,
Arizona. Where Active Retirement
Originated.  Population  January 1,
1960: 0. Population January 1, 1963:
7,000. Total Clubs and Organizations:
90. Total States Represented: 50,
Motel.  Shopping  Center. Medicul
Building. 2 Golf Courses.” However,
after a carcful study of the club list, |
could account for only seventy-seven
clubs, some of them defunct. T men-
tioned this to Austin one day, and he
scemed startled. He counted his way
through the club list two or three times,
then explained that some clubs were not
listed, because an official club had to get
its recognition from either Town Hall
or the Community Center, both of
which had minimum-membership re-
quirements; that new clubs had been
started since the list was published; and
that defunct clubs were often reborn
in the late fall, when many residents re-
turned from summer trips. All in all,
Austin said, the figure of ninety was
probably low, After a few days, I came
to agree with him. There are at least
ninety clubs in Sun City.
Practically no activity Js accom-
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Strong ideas attract strong men.
Knowing this, we largely address
Sansabelt Slacks to the movers and
shakers, the decision-makers, the men
with minds of their own.

For who else has the imagination
to grasp the significance of a slack
that eliminates belts, buckles, and
bulges around the waist? Who else
has the mental equipment to appre-
ciate a revolution in men’s wear when
he sees it? And Sansabelt Slacks by
JAYMAR are truly revolutionary.

SANSAL

ELT

One of the secrets of Sansabelt isa

"new patented 4” elastic waistband de-

signed in France. Sansabelt perpetu-
ally re-adjusts itself as you stoop,
bend, walk or sit. Follows your body—
never fights it. Flattens and flatters
your tummy.

Join the “Sansabelters Club” &t
the finest men’s store near you—a
store that cares .. . that sells mern's
clothing made by people who care. Or
write Jaymar-Ruby, Inc., Michigan
City, Ind. for dealer nearest you.

=™ Look for this crest.
W It identifies the one
and only Sansabelt.

A JA SLACK

Licensed by Y. LeCottier and A, G. Trentesaux of France. Under U.S. Pat. No. 2,757,381
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plished without a club. People in Sun
City do not merely play shuffieboard;
they have a shuffieboard club—in fact,
according to the club list, Town Hall
has one shuffleboard club (the Town
Hall Shuffieboard Club) and the Com-
munity Center has two (the Shuffle-
board Club and the Women’s Shuffle-
board Club). Some clubs, such as the
Men’s Club, cut across Town Hall-
Community Center lines, and some,
such as the Lions and the American
Legion, include members from Young-
town as well, but there are three bridge
clubs at Town Hall (duplicate, evening,
and ladies’ afterncon) and three more
at the Community Center (afternoon,
evening, and men’s). My conversion to
Austin’s estimate began when I took
to reading the two weekly papers that
serve Sun City, the Sun City-Young-
town News-Sun and the Sun City Sun
Citizen. The issues on the stands during
the first few days of my visit reported on
meetings of the Wurlitzer Organ Club,
the Order of the Eastern Star Past Ma-
trons Club, the Travel Trailer Club,
the Women of the Shepherd of the
Desert Lutheran Church, the Rock
Hounds, the Kiwanians, and the Lions;
on elections by the Rotary Club and the
Zeta Chapter of Phi Sigma Alpha; and
on the Western Days activities of the
Amateur Radio Club, the Democratic
Club, and the Republican Club. The
papers also announced entries for the
Friends of the Library Bridge Mara-
thon, plans for the Swim Club Luau, the
results of the Bowling League Tourna-
ment, and an appeal for cyclists from the
Pedal Pushers. And accounts were car-
ried of trips made by the Camera Club,
NEDA, and the Singles Club—which, 1
presently learned, is composed exclusive-
ly of women and is subdivided into six
more clubs, for canasta, bridge, shufile-
board, book reviews, coffee and chat,
and knitting.

Most clubs levy nominal dues, the
money often being used to keep up
equipment, and any surplus going to-
ward the financing of coffee hours, Al-
though anybody who is a paid-up mem-
ber of cither recreation center can use
its facilities at any time—as long as he
follows the rules established by the
clubs concerned with the facilities he
is using—Sun Citians stick extreme-
Iy close to the schedules set by the
clubs. The Town Hall bowling green
is ordinarily deserted, but on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday at one-forty-
five it is filled to capacity with members
of the Lawn Bowling Club. There are
occasional. unscheduled games of shuf-
fleboard, but most shuffleboarding takes
place when shuffieboard is listed on the
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calendar. People in Sun City seem either
to participate in an activity in sufficient
numbers to organize a club for it or
not to participate in it at all; facilitics
that the Webb company has provided
for croquet, horseshoes, and archery re-
main almost completely unused. Both
the Town Hall and the Community
Center calendars are choked with club
activitics, and one of the few community
hassles I heard about occurred when
the Variety Club, which proposed to
present live revacs at the Community
Center on Saturday night from time to
time, was accused of space-stealing by
the  Community Center’s  Saturday
Night Dance Club.

Despite the large crowds T saw not
anly at the Town Hall movies but at
the Community Center bingo night and
the women’s rhythm and calisthenics
clubs—and  despite  the  absolutely
phrenctic activity of many Sun Citans—
I soon gathered that not all residents
lead an Active New Way of Life. The
Community Center has been in finan-
cial difficultics off and on ever since it
was given to the people, simply because
only about cleven hundred and thirty
of the fifteen hundred units it serves
choose to maintain their annual ducs of
thirty-six dollars. Having learned a les-
son from the Community Center’s
troubles, Webh has required every buyer
in the Town Hall district to sign a sepa-
rate agreement in which he promises to
pay dues to Town Hall. Already, how-
cver, enough of the buyers have reneged
to prompt the Town Hall board, look-
ing forward to the time when it will
have to worry about making up the defi-
cit, to suggest to Breen that the com-
pany sue those who refuse to pay—a
suggestion he rejected. The two Sun
City golf courses, which are run as pub-
lic courses, with reduced rates for resi-
dents, do a good business, but most of
it, according to their manager, comes
from the one in ten residents who plays
on a yearly rate. Many Sun Citians
abviously are so busy that Jim Detrick
has difficulty tracking them down for
an advertising picture, but others seem
to take little interest in the organized
activities, describing them as “make-
waork” or “tiddlywinks,” and instead
tend to their own hobbies or their lawns.
Some obviously do nothing—behaving
no «hﬁcunt]y from the way they would
behave in a town that did not have an
Active New Way of Life, but, on the
whole, satisfied with what they consider
decent weather and a pretty good bar-
gain in housing.

Although the Del Webb company
constantly stresses the fact that in Sun
City there is no pressure on ixnxylm(l)r to
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do anything, its representatives and
its advertisements seem to exaggerate
slightly the activities that do go on—
perhaps because the broad range of ac-
tivities available may be more appealing
to a prospective customer than it is to
someone who has had it available for
several months, Austin always scemed
pained at my reports that on an after-
noon stroll through Town Hall [ found,
say, no one in the lapidary room, no one
in the art room, only three or four ladies
in the sewing room, one table of poker in
the men’s clubroom, and just two men
in the woodwaorking shop—one of them,
apparently among the few  residents
who pay no attention to advertising,
carefully putting the finishing touches
on a rocking chair. Austin seemed so
severely pained, in fact, that I soon
changed my ways and brought back re-
ports of having observed, say, four or
five citizens digging away with genuine
delight in the codperative  garden—
which is situated next to the palm-tree
nursery at the edge of town and is
known as the Sun City Agricultural
Center—or  thirty  couples  spinning
around merrily at the Wednesday dance
of the Paws and Taws Square-
Dance Club.

N talking to the presidents of
the Democratic and Re-
publican  Clubs, T was re-
minded again of how suddenly
Sun City sprang from the cot-
ton ficlds, for when 1 asked
how the town had voted in the
last Presidential election T was
told that there were practically
no voters in Sun City in No-
vember of 1960, Although
registration continues to change
too quickly to be a dependable
guide to Sun City political
views, it is generally agreed
that therve 15 a Republican—
and conservative-——dominance

of about three to one. I men-
Sheh,

tioned thig to Svendsen one

day, and hesaid, “Yes, the people here
are pretty conservative, and they’re also
extremely patriotic. You ought to see
this place on the Fourth of July or Me-
maorial Day. There’s a flag on just about
every house. Of course, that may be
partly because everybody who moves in
gets a free flag from the Key Inspector.”

“Free flag?” T asked. “Key Inspec-
torr”

The Key Inspector, Svendsen ex-
plained, does not inspect keys but meets
cach new homeowner to let him into his
house—with a key, hence the title—and
accompany him on an inspection of the

premises. I arranged to accompany the
Key Inspector on one of his inspections,
and when I met him the next morn-
ing, in front of the administration
building, he turned out to be a rotund,
voluble man in his carly fifties named
Les Parry, who was dressed in a sports
shirt, Western-cut  khaki pants, a
tooled-leather belt with his initials on
the buckle, and cowboy boots. He was
carrying a folder that showed our ap-
pointment to bhe at the house of Dr. and
Mrs. Frederick Schroeder, of Pearl
River, New York, and he handed me
a copy of a letter that had been sent to
the Schrocders notifving  them  that
“Q Day (Occupancy Day) is nearing”
and that they should therefore arrange
an appointment with the Key Inspector.
“I was the first Key Inspector in the
world, as far as I know,” Parry said on
the way over.
I told him I knew of no others.
“Of course, Pve trained others, at
the other Sun Cities,”” he observed, and
went on, “You know, I’'m a retired
mechanical engineer myself, but I love
this job. T love to help people. You wait
and sce. A lot of titmes these people are
grouchy when they get to a
new house, wondering if may-
be they shouldn’t have moved
after all. But when T get
through, they know what a
bargain they have, and they’re
" happy. 1 love to make people
happy.”’

Sun City has houses of thirty-
six different models. The first
brochure histed the Meadow-
grove, the Montaire, the Kent-
worth, the Bridgeford, the
Montecello, the Monterey, the
Brookside, the Cambridge,
the Coronado, the Westwood,
the Yorktown, the Sierra, the
Hawthorn, the Pickford, and
the Brentwood; the latest bro-
chure, reflecting some design

changes, lists what appear to be
essentially the same houses, now
called the Ranchero, the Sussex, the
Cumberland, the Hathaway, the Jef-
ferson, the Dover, the Windsor, the
Mountjoy, the Arcadian, the Churchill,
the Dorchester, the Trianon, the Mela-
nie, the Virginian, the Rutledge, the
Geneva, the Maxwell, and the Heather-
brae. The distinctions among them
could easily escape the layman’s eye, but,
according to Parry’s folder, the Schroe-
ders’ house was a Dorchester. As we
pulled up in front of it, both Dr. and
Myrs. Schroeder looked as hostile as Par-
ry had suggested that they might be.
They were walking around the dirt

i
#
}
{

e aT




[

[o—y

150
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THIS LITTLE
LOUNGEES
.o fjoCS
summer-brunching,
picnic-funching,
lakeside-strolling,

nineteenth-hole-ing.

This Tie-Top Cooler
gathers onto a draw-
string neckline for easy
comfort. Anemone print
in lush cotton satin.
Orange, aqua or raspberry
8 to lé, nine dollars,

oungees

362 Frith Avenue, N.Y.

LOUNGEES MAKES IT EASY TO LOOK LOVELY!

Macy's, N.Y.; Burdine's, Florida; Filene's, Boston;

. John Wanamaker stores; and other fine stores.

vard, leaning over to peer in at a front
window occasionally, and looking, all
in all, like people who were wondering
why they couldn’t just let themselves
into their own house. Parry hopped out
of his sports car, introduced himself
cheerfully, and immediately started his
tour. He began right at the door, with a
quick but impressive demonstration of
the plastic door seal that keeps out the
dust, and then he moved on to the large
hall closets, running his hand along the
woodwork, testing the lights—all the
while maintaining a smooth flow of
conversation. [t soon became apparent
that Parry had that gift of combining
explanation and demonstration which
is ordinarily found only in those who sell
kitchen appliances at state fairs, \While
he was talking—*Oh, here’s a beauty,
Mrs.  Schroeder, here’s something
you’re going to love,” or “Here, T'll
put one hundred pounds of pressure on
this soap holder, Doctor; notice I'm let-
ting the water run to test the drain”—
he moved around expertly, flipping the
complicated controls of the shower like
a veteran airlines pilot, popping window
screens in and out to show how light
they were and how casily they handled,
and, after a polite warning to Mrs.
Schroeder, smashing his hand against
the Plexiglas shower door to prove that
it could not break. By the time we
reached the kitchen, the Schroeders
scemed to be feeling almost at home,

Although some builders of retire-
ment communities have gone so far in
the direction of special features for old
people as to offer medicine cabinets
labelled “His” and “Hers,” the Webb
company has always underplayed that
aspect of its houses, ““Ihe Hight switches
are down to wheelchair Jevel, and the
lavatorics are high—too high for a fam-
iy with kids—and the electrical outlets
are higher than usual, sure,” Breen had
told me. “But we don’t merchandise
it; we feel that would be a poor treat-
ment of this market, a little bit offen-
sive,” Parry managed to demonstrate
these features without seeming to. He
jumped up and down on the seat in the
shower as if every shower had a seat, he
pointed out the raised electrical outlets
with a casual wave, and, after demon-
strating from inside the bathroom how
to lock the door by pressing the but-
ton in the knob, he showed from the
outside how to open a locked bathroom
door with an icepick or a nail—"“in case
somebody locks himself in by mistake.”
We were in the kitchen before I real-
ized that nobody could lock himself in
the bathroom by mistake—all he would
have to do is turn the doorknob—and
that what Parry was really saying was
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“‘in case somebody has a heart attack in
the bathroom by mistake.”

“Yes, sir, this is some place,” Parry
said as we stood in the driveway with
the Schroeders, who seemed in a con-
vivial mood after an hour of the Key
Inspector’s chatter. “This is Tom
Breen’s baby, you know. He’s a young
man, just thirty-nine, and he used to be
a movie actor. In fact, he was the first
person to kiss Elizabeth Taylor in the
movies.” Parry paused, then added,
“But not the last.”

“T was going to say that,” Mrs.
Schroeder said, looking a bit disap-
pointed for the first time since Parry
had demonstrated how to set the auto-
matic clectric oven.

The Key Inspector turned to the
wood facing on the garage and prom-
ised to report some splintered boards, so
they would be fixed right away. Then
we returned to the living room—which,
like the rest of the house, was bare of
furniture, since the Schroeders were
still living at the Kings Inn—where
Parry asked Dr. Schroeder to sign two
or three papers, handed him a ship that
was good for sixty-five dollars’ worth
of credit at Norman’s Nursery, and
said, “Now, if you'll just wait one mo-
ment, I’ll go out and put up your
bracket.” The Schroeders looked puz-
zled.

Parry returned within two or three
minutes, carrying a long box, and said,
“The flag bracket is up on the post right
next to the garage. And here is your
three-by-five-foot, fifty-star American
flag, with a six-foot jointed flagpole.
The Women’s Club was wondering
why more flags weren’t out on patriotic
occasions. Del Webb heard about it,
and now he gives a new flag with every
new house, That’s the kind of man he
is.”

LTHOUGH Parry told the
Schroeders several times that he

was not allowed to recommend mer-
chants—except  Norman’s  Nursery,
which has a landscaping contract with
the Del Webb company—the logical
place for Sun City residents to trade is
the Sun City Shopping Center, situated
across the street from Del Webb’s Kings
Inn and including the normal range of
retail businesses, from a supermarket to
a restaurant called Memory Lane. The
merchandise differs little from what is
to be found in the shopping center of
any real-estate development, although
the pharmacy does seem particularly
well stocked and the variety store has
an unusually large sclection of hobby
bo()ks, twenty-two crossword-puzzle
magazines, a Jarge number of model-

You were righti'

So many now invite Raphael to cocktails.
Guests delight in this tasteful cocktail wine.

in demanding

Raphael—light and vivacious. It has a rich, bit-
tersweet tang. Serve well chilled .

o o X

- - - -
something lilting, light
Also delightful on-the-rocks. Raphael has a
dry, distinctive, piquant flavor you'll enjoy.

a
“and different
New idea! The Raphaei cocktail. 2 parts
Raphael —1 Vodka. Stir with ice, add a twist.
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for the ctail hour..:

Adopt this charming, continental custom.
Enjoy this French way of saying *‘here's how.”

so France sent Raphael

By far her most popular cocktaii wine. A prod-
uct of French grapes, soil and skill.

for $2.39.
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car kits, and eight types of paint-by-
number sets. 1 happened to make
my first visit to the supcrmarket on
Wednesday, which is Double Gold
Bond Stamp Day—a bargain that is ap-
parently meant to counter the competi-
tion from Security Stamps at the
Youngtown supermarket, and that, ac-
cording to the manager, accounts for
a sixty-per-cent increase in business
on Wednesdays. Sure enough, there
was a large crowd, composed mostly of
couples doing what appeared to be
the week’s shopping together. A few
of them paused near the door to read
advertisements posted on a bulletin
board—mostly of houses for sale, plus
such items as a golf cart, an oversized
hicycle, and two  tropical-fish tanks.
Abaove each checkout counter was a sign
that read, “Free—QOne Half-Gallon of
Lucerne Ice Cream If Checker Fails to
Cal] Price and Special.” The checkers,
all young women, all. wearing tags
with their first names printed on them,
and all militantly fricndly, greeted cach
customer cheerfully, and carefully
called out the price of each item as they
rang it up on the cash register, the result
being a strange chorus of numbers
chanted up and down the front of the
store. I noticed that on the top of cach
cash-register drawer, where the checker
could sce it as she deposited money,
there was a sign that said, “We Smile
and Speak to Every Customer.” One
of the chief complaints recorded in the
opinion survey of Sun City had been
rudeness on the part of the supermarket
employees.

After a return visit to the shopping
center on Saturday, T was able to re-
port to Austin that I had secn the larg-
est crowd of Sun Citians since my ar-
rival. About three hundred of them
gathered in the shopping-center park-
ing lot at cleven o’clock that morning
to witness the drawing for the Sun City
Merchants Sweepstakes, which awards
a fifty-dollar hook of script—"“good for
any service, including your doctor and
dendst bills, in Sun City”’—to each of
three citizens whose names are drawn
from among slips submitted at the
shopping center during the week and
who are present for the drawing. Just
before the drawing, I passed another
milestone. After five days in Sun City,
I saw a child. He was a boy of about
three, sitting in a grocery cart in the
supermarket, and he said “Hil” as I
passed.

HILDREN do visit Sun City, but,
[ was told, the average visit is rath-
er short. The viewpoint of just about
every Sun Citian I spoke with about

Danskin?

Shall we

We shall. We shall slip into silky-soft Danskin
sweaters, wear them with anything and every-
thing. We shall want them sleeveless, and with
steeves, in lots of fresh new colors. Danskin
full-fashioned sweaters in finest quality stretch
nylon. Sleeveless, zip-back $6.00. Long sleeved,
zip-back $7.00.

IANSKIN,

SWEATERS
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New York ond Bronches, Moin Floor-—-Separales
ond other fine stores everywhere
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children seemed to be composed of
quotations from the Del E. WWebb mar-
ket rescarch—statements like “1 raised
my kids, but I don’t feel like raising
anyhody else’s” and “When you're my
age, you lose some of your patience with
children; I’m happy to see my grand-
children, but after a couple of days I’'m
happy to sce them leave.” Although
there are naturally no schools in Sun
City, the residents pay a small school
tax in the Peoria School District, and
late in 1962 they were surprised to hear
themselves called “selfish old people”
by Peoria and Phoenix  community
leaders, owing to their having voted as
a bloc to defeat a school bond issue that
many of them thought was extravagant.
Sun City leaders claim that most Sun
Citians are quite willing to help sup-
port nearby public schools—pointing
out that when a reduced bond issue was
offered it passed overwhelmingly in Sun
City—but that they are unanimously
opposed to having resident children, who
might run through their flower beds or
(even more of a threat) scatter the
gravel of their rock lawns. T was told
that the young manager of an air-
conditioning company, with his wife
and three children, had moved to Sun
City—buying a house second-hand—to
be available for service calls, and had
been forced to leave by the public up-
roar that followed the first stop of the
Peoria School District bus in front of
his door.

Some people in Sun City mentioned
the fact that there are many children
in town during the summer, but no-
body spoke of that scason with nostalgia.
One summer, several residents told
me, the swimming pools had just about
been taken over “hy young people
home from college and grandchildren
making summer visits. The Commu-
nity Center quickly made a rule barring
children under sixteen from the pool
except between twelve and two in the
afternoon. Town Hall permits chil-
dren in the pool between eleven and
two but considers anybody under
twenty-five in that category; the rest of
the time, it posts monitors from the
Swim Club to make certain all bathers
are of age. Noon is not a pleasant time
of day in Arizona during the sum-
mer, and, in view of this restriction,
the lack of facilities for young people,
and the general atmosphere, it seemed
to me that children might be just as
happy to leave Sun City in a day or two
as their grandparents were to see them
g().

After my confrontation with the lit-
tle boy in the supermarket,. I became
more aware of the absence of children

.
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in Sun City—even stealing an occa-
sional glance at the shallow end of the
pool as I walked through the Town
Hall patios, or waiting for an approach-
ing bicycle, which always turned out to
be operated by a Pedal Pusher well
above house-purchasing age. I also be-
came more aware of the quiet of the
Sun City streets. Perhaps because of the
lack of children—and the lack of their
followers, such as ice-cream trucks and
dogs without leashes—the streets of
Sun City, even when they were not
totally deserted, as they had been on
the day of my arrival, had an absence
of sound that was not merely the quiet
of a restdential district but almost total
silence. As I drove through the winding
streets—many of them named for golf
courses or players, such as Pebble Beach
Drive, St. Andrews Drive, Oakmont
Drive, Palmer Drive, Snead Circle,
Crosby Drive, and Hope, Drive—my
reflections often centered on just how
much noise would be made in Sun City
by shooting buckshot pellets at a police-
man. Disturbing in Phocenix, it would
be almost deafening in Sun City. Even if
holding six policemen at bay would
not necessarily cause more gunfire—
though being held at bay on a rock
lawn during a hot afternoon would
tempt the trigger finger of the most
patient policeman—merely the shout-
ing involved in such an operation would
account for more noise than [ heard on
Sun City’s strects in ten days.

It also occurred to me that the shoot-
ing of a policeman would indicate a de-
gree of hostility almost unheard of in a
town that vigorously avoids irritation,
differences of opinion, and, in fact, dif-
ferences of all kinds—a town in which
the largest church embraces forty-six
denominations. The normal way for
clubs to elect officers in Sun City is by
ll]lllllill]()llsl)' leCCl)tfllg the recominen-
dations of a nominating committee, and
bitter ideological disputes between Dem-
ocrats and Republicans are, I was as-
sured by both, rare. ““T'he Republicans
did get all excited about Katanga one
time,” a resident told me. “And they
passed a resolution by a hundred per cent
that we should not aid the U.N., in Ka-
tanga and that the U.N. should get out.
T'he next week, the Democrats passed a
resolution that we shoudd help the U.N.
operation in Katanga and that the U.N.
should stay. That was a hundred per
cent, too. Everything is unanimous
here.” Most Sun City residents stressed
the fact that the disagreements that have
cropped up have been unimportant, and
said they were proud that the Sun City
vote on local issues has tended to be a
bloc vote in one direction or the other.
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It is also a matter of pride in Sun City
that its citizens are all on an equal foot-
ing. This begins with a certain architec-
tural egalitarianism (for how many peo-
ple, after all, can tell a Hathaway from
a Heatherbrae or a Jefferson from a
Montecello? ) and is abetted by the ab-
sence of identification by profession.
Many Sun Citians told me that the
past rarely comes up in conversation,
and though one, 2 woman, told me that
it comes up constantly, she added that
the speaker is usually far enough from
home to be sure that his assessment of
his accomplishments will stand as the
final version. The third-maost-quoted
statistic in Sun City is that scveral
millionaires  live there among  their
fellows and “nobody knows the dif-
ference.” Sun City abounds with sto-
ries of retired generals playing golf with
retired sergeants, of retired industrialists
happily sharing potluck with retired fac-
tory workers. Among the residents [
met were former city employees, mili-
tary officers, shopkeepers, salesmen, tele-
phone-company employees, pharmacists,
and railroad men, and they all said they
lived in peace and harmony with retired
hoard chairmen and rvetred factory
hands.

One of the advertisements in the
series Detrick had shown me depicted a
couple on a two-seater bicycle, under the
headline “The Joneses’ New ‘Status
Symbaol” 7’——a representation, says the
copy, of the absence of more serious stat-
us symbols in Sun City. Actually, of
course, there are more varietics of auto-
mobiles than of bicycles in Sun City,
and there are other status symbols,
too. Lots abutting on one of the golf
courses are priced higher than the
other lots—twelve hundred and fifty
dollars higher when Sun City opened
and twenty-four hundred and fifty
dollars higher according to the latest
brochure—so anybody who has one
obviously has enough money to spend a
good sum for the Tuxury of a pleasant
back-yard view. More important, some
people can afford to travel in the sum-
mer, when Sun City is too sunny for
most tastes, and some who cannot occa-
sionally have a few shghting words to
say about people who “use Sun City as
a winter resort.” ‘There is a lingering
social distinction between members of
the Community Center and members of
Town Hall, since T'own Hall not only
is more luxurious than the Community
Center but also does not reciprocate the
Community Center policy of keeping its
events open to members of both. More-
over, since the Town Hall district, being
more recent, has somewhat more expen-
sive houses than those in the Community

wn
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Center district, many people believe the
former to have somewhat wealthier resi-
dents. The Webb company, however,
claims that its studics do not bear this
out. In any event, Sun City does not have
the differences of wealth and position
found in a normal community, and the
residents do tend to disregard those dif-
ferences that exist. The Community
Center and Town Hall facilities are
themselves of egalitarian bent, being es-
sentially country clubs open to anybody
whao is able to buy a house in the neigh-
borhood, and if there has ever been an
instance of a shuffieboard player’s being
kept out of a shuffichoard club or a
Kansan’s being rejected by the Kansas
Club, it is unrecorded.

People in Sun City scem to do most
of their entertaining at home. Neither
the Community Center nor "T'own Hall
has a bar—a decision of the people,
which, according to Austin, reflected
“the fear that one guy will get potted
and upsct the whole damn applecart”—
and I rarely saw a large crowd in the
only public bar in town, this being in Del
Webb’s Kings Inn, where the bar-
tender’s favorite joke is to remark to an
elderly male customer, “Yeah, yeah, 1
know—you got in here on your wife’s
age.” Weekends are observed as strictly
as they are in any community where
most people have to work between
Monday and Friday; the activity calen-
dars of Town Hall and the Community
Center suddenly become blank on Sat-
urday and Sunday except for the Satur-
day-night dances.

I attended the dance in Town Hall
one Saturday night, and was greeted at
the door of the auditorium by Mors.
Randy Waites, a pert, friendly, gray-
haired lady I had seen giving mambo
lessons in the same room the evening
before. Mrs. Waites, who wore a red
ribbon that said “Hostess” on it and a
red rose pinned over that, explained
that she and her husband ran both the
dancing class and the Saturday-night
dance for Town Hall. Mr. Waites was
standing near a phonograph in front of
the auditorium stage, holding a micro-
phone in one hand and snapping the fin-
gers of the other in time with waltz mu-
sic coming over the loudspeaker. About
thirty couples were already on the floor,
and a dozen more were sitting in the
back of the room, watching them. “Oh,
my, don’t you look nice in your red!”
Mrs. Waites said to an elderly lady who
had just come through the door. “Why,
hello! How are you tonight?” she con-
tinued, turning to the lady’s husband.
Many of the people arrived wearing the
black plastic name badges available at
the United Church. On the way to the
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dance floor, each of the men, most of
whom were dressed in suits, dropped a
dollar bill into a glass jar standing on a
card table near the entrance.

“Come on and join the fun—it’s
mambo time,” My, Waites said into the
microphone as the waltz ended and he
changed the record. ““This is the only
senior-citizen place in the world that
does Latin dancing.” The music started,
and most of the couples remained on the
floor. “Let’s do it correctly, now,”
Wiites said.  ““ONE-two-three, ONE-
two-three. ... Get that hand on the
hip, hand on the hip.. .. It’s mambo
time.” Waites kept up the music steadi-
ly—switching from a fox trot to “‘a little
black boogic by Jimmy Dean’ and then
to something called the Suzy mixer, a
round dance—and the crowd on the
floor gradually grew to forty or fifty
couples.

During the evening, I was joined by
Landon Atkins, a relatively youthful-
looking man from St. Louis, who intro-
duced limscelf as the new president of
the Dance Club. “Pve never seen a
group that dances as well as chis one,”
Atkins said proudly. “Go to any coun-
try club and you wouldn’t sec dancing
like this—all these people dancing prop-
erly. Did you noetice on the cha-cha how
many people remained on the floor?
You wouldn’t see that in New York or
San Francisco. Two-thirds of the peo-
ple are on the floor for the mambo. We
have quite a mambo class here, and we’ll
be doing the bossa nova soon.”

As Atkins talked, he waved a hand
proudly at the crowded dance floor,
where a fast fox trot was in progress.
Waites was snapping his fingers and
saying, “Pd like to see a little firmer
handelasp, a little firmer handclasp.
That’s it. Click-click-slow, click-click-
slow. ... How about a cha-char We
haven’t had a cha-cha in a long time.”

Atkins described a Roarin’ Twenties
dance that had been held by the Dance
Club a few weeks before and had drawn
more than three hundred people, most
of them in costume, and he told me that
Hi Neighbor Night had been attended
hy as many as sixty—two newcomers,
Suddenly, as Atkins was telling me
about the club’s holiday dances, the

music coming over the loudspeaker was
interrupted by a blast from a police
whistle, Atkins didn’t seem to notice it.
Waites, having called a mixer dance,
was using the whistle to signal that it
was time to change partners, and At-
kins calmly went on talking about Sun
City. “Y’know, a lot of wisecracks
are made about Sun City,” he said. “A
guy was saying the other day, ‘I retired
and I didn’t have anything to do and
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nobody to help me do it, and it was
pretty boring. Then I came to Sun City.
Now I don’t have anything to do, but
[ have over seven thousand people to
help me do it We really are busy,
though. When we were setting up clubs
here at Town Hall, I had a meeting at
least once a day for twenty-six straight
days.”

A short business meeting was to be
held after the dance, Atkins said, and
presently he excused himself so that he
could give the nnnmmcmncnt to Waites,
who was saying, “How many of vou
here remember the ¢Jingle Bell Rock’?”
I turned to talk with 2 man whose name
badge proclaimed him to be Joe Browe,
and who promptly proclaimed himself
to be president of the 'Town Hall Swim
Club.

“Nowhere clse in the country can
neople our age put on a dance like this,”
Browe said. “T’his is a very active place.
You're reatly so busy you have to sched-
ule things. Why, this Town Hall is so
busy that a while back the Men’s Club
put on it bingo n'ght for the Sunshine
Committee-—the committee that helps
out people who are sick, and all—and
it was so successful that they wanted us
to put on another one, and, do you
know, there wasn’t a free night to be
had.”

“Why didn’t vou cancel Tuesday-
night bridge?” T asked.

Browe looked puzzled. He explained
that cach club was particular about us-
ing the Town Hall facdlities during
whatever period they had been reserved
for.

A short intermission for punch and
cookies  followed the  “Jingle  Bell
Rock”—which Mr. Waites had led the
dancers through several times—and not
long after that Mr. Waites was saying,
“Get the girl you brung for our good-
night theme song.”

After the last dance, a card table and
four chairs were set up on the dance
floor for the Dance Club officers, and fif-
ty or sixty people stayed for the business
meeting. The secretary read the min-
utes of the club’s last mecting and of the
last meeting of the club’s board of di-
rectors. Old business consisted of a short
discussion of the record-player micro-
phone, which was apparently fragile,
and the reading of a letter from the
former president of the club to Tom
Austin, thanking him for his codperation
during the past year. When the meeting
turned to ncw business, the outgoing
president suggested that the club make
a ten-doliar denation to a Town Hall
decoration fund. At Atkins’ suggestion,

the amount was raised to fifteen dollars,
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The motion passed unanimously. In ten
or fifteen minutes, all the business had
been settled and Atkins was able to ad-
journ the meeting.

It was ten-thirty, and I decided to see
how much of the Saturday-night dance
crowd was finishing off the evening at
the bar of Del Webh’s Kings Inn.
When T arrived, T discovered that the
bar had closed half an hour before.

WHEN I lefc the Town Hall

dance, briefly, to look in on the
Community Center dance, T noticed
that the people appeared older, as a
group, than those at Town Hall, Since
so. many Sun City residents moved
in more or less at once—and at about
the same age—the average age of the
whole population is increasing, and the
community is gradually facing more
problems of the less active aged. The
United Church has already raised a con-
siderable sum from residents to build a
nursing home, and during my visit the
Webb company, which seems very
much awarc of the problem, completed
negotiations with a group of doctors

"who are pl;lnm'ng to build a private hos-

pital in Sun City to supplement the hos-
pitals now available in Glendale and
Phoenix.

There are two resident doctors prac-
ticing in the Sun City medical building,
and six specialists who maintain offices
in Phoenix visit the community one or
two days a week. T asked one of the gen-
eral practitioners, Dr. Robert Stump, a
man in his sixties who had moved out to
Sun City from Phoenix, how his current
practice differed from his practice there.

“Well, here it’s sixty-five per cent
cardiovascular,” said the Doctor, who,
like most of the male patients in his wait-
ing room, was wearing a sports shirt and
a holo tie. “When you get a house call,
you grab your hat and get out there be-
fore they’re dead. T almost couldn’t get
used to the number of deaths here. I
sign more death certificates in a week
than I would in a month in Phoenix. |
almost didn’t stick it out; it got kind of
depressing—so many people coming
here and you knew they didn’t have
more than a few months to live. m
more used to it now. There’s not really
much hypochondria, People stay active,
and the weather’s good. The problem is
when a couple comes and then one of
them dies; that's why the nursing home
is needed, A lot of men used to come out
here and kill themselves off right away
mowing the lawn, Now there are a lot
of rock lawns. They’ve expensive, but I
guess they’re a good thing.”

According to the Webh company and
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Fun and frolic will favor you when you don this
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birds and blooms and saucily ruffled at bib and
cuffs for an air of sophisticated innocence.
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the heart of
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suites from $25 (dbi.). See your Travel
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to those residents who have some reason
to keep track of the population, most of
the women who have become widows
in Sun City have remained there. Some
people believe that this accounts for a
rather curious fact about Sun City—the
fact that there is so much interest in ac-
quiring driver’s licenses that the county
has been sending an inspector to give
tests at Town Hall twice a week. “In
our age bracket, a lot of women never
learned how to drive, so a lot of widows
are left high and dry with a Cadillac car
and nobody to drive it,” Louis Inwood
told me when he was explaining the need
for a bus system. Some widows find hus-
bands in Sun City; according to the esti-
mate of the Reverend Walter Witt,
there have been about thirty marriages
since the town started.

During my ten days in Sun City, I
was constantly reminded of the presence
of sickness and death, Officers of the
Democratic Club blamed a slowdown
of the club’s activitics on the illness of a
particularly active and valuable mem-
ber; a man in the Sun City Agricultur-
al Center who couldn’t remember the
name of a lady whose vegetable garden
he admired identified her to a friend by
referring to the crippling illness of her
husband; several of the Pedal Pushers [
talked with mentioned their heart con-
dition as a reason for the daily exercise
of a hicycle ride; 2 man in the ofhice of
the Community Center who was ex-
plaining the fluctuation in its member-
ship reminded me, “We average five
deaths a week here, you know;” a Sun
City hostess explained the town’s activity
with a statement I had heard several
times since [ arrived—“We know we’re
at the end of the line, and we're going
to have fun while we're herel” The
Cathaolic priest has planned his confes-
sional to accommodate a wheelchair, and
Witt has trained his ushers to move a
stricken person from the church with the
most speed and the least disturbance by
carrying him out on the chair he is sit-
ting in. "The churches always keep oxy-
gen on the premises.

Although such precautions are ac-
complished with discretion, there is prac-
tically no way to carry on a conversation
that concerns Sun City residents without
mentioning somebody’s illness or some-
body’s death. The connection between
illness and death is emphasized by the
fact that the ambulance service in Sun
City is run by Lundberg’s Mortuary,
which also operates Lundberg’s Golden
Door Chapel (“Where Service Is
Measured by the Golden Rule”), in
Youngtown. The subject of death seems
to be avoided only through an avoidance
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of the word itself. “Nobody dies in Sun
City,” [ was told by one of the few
ladies I met who found some humor in
the town’s customs. “People just pass
away.”

Although Del E. Webb executives
are fond of mentioning an actuarial
study of Sun City that showed its resi-
dents to have a life expectancy three
years longer than other Americans in
their age group, the company has faced
the fact of its customers’ mortality. Next
to a dirt road across the highway from
the main entrance to Sun City, a small
sign—much smaller than one announc-
ing that Lake Pleasant is twenty miles
down the same road—points toward
Sunland Memorial Park, a cemetery
that, according to Breen, was established
by Del Webb as a service, because many
residents became so attached to Sun City
that they said they would rather be bur-
ied there than in their home towns.
Now that the service has been provided,
Webb has two salesmen calling on Sun
Citians to sell them plots. I drove over
to Sunland Memorial Park one morn-
ing. The dirt road cuts straight through
a vast cotton field for a mile and a half,
and arrives, suddenly, at a carefully
manicured cemetery, with the latest
memorial-park designs in statuary, palm
groves, flower beds, fountains, mauso-
leums, and, in place of tombstones,
metal plates with flower vases set into
them. While T was there, T met the
Webb executive in charge of Sunland, a
man named Dick Dotson, who told me
that all this had been carved out of the
surrounding cotton  ficlds only four
months carlier. When I complimented
him on having achicved such abundant
flowers and well-kept lawns in so short
a time, he said, “Yes, it’s a lovely place.
We want to provide every service, and
thisis not just a cemetery but the finest—
up to Del E. Webb standards.”

I asked Dotson about competition
from Eternal Valley Memorial Park, a
new cemetery a mile and a half down
the highway from Sun City, which
scemed to be doing a good deal of ad-
vertising.,

“They started three months before
we did,” Datson said. “We were a hun-
dred dollars cheaper at the start, but
then they lowered their prices to fifty
dollars cheaper than ours. They haven’t
been much competition, though. The
prople here are loyal to Webb.”

About the only aspect of Sunland that
was not up to Webb standards was the
dirt road, but I was later told that the
company had been doing its best to get
that paved, offering to share the expense
with the county. Meanwhile, a Webb
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A friendly welcome
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SUN Crrians take pride in the fact
that they themselves are cnping
with many of the problems stemming
from the high proportion of residents of
advanced age. The principal philan-
thropic project in Sun City—in fact,
ahout the only philanthropic project on
a significant scale—is the Sunshine
Committee, which is composed of three
hundred volunteers, mostly women,
and is headed by a nominally retived but
apparently indefatigable Methodist min-
ister named E. Duane Thistlethwaite.
Soon after my arrival in Sun City, I
called on Thistlethwaite, who lives in a
codperative apartment not far from Del
Webb’s Kings Inn. There were two
cards on the door, one reading, “E. Du-
ane Thistlethwaite, Retired Methodist
Minister,” and the other, “Duane and
Iern.” Thistlethwaite, a tall, angular,
agile man of seventy-two, met me at
the door and motioned me to a com-
fortable-looking overstuffed chair with
antimacassars on the arms. The Thistle-
thwaites, like other Sun City residents
whose homes 1 visited, had retained
some old-fashioned furniture, which at
first scemed incongruous against the pale
painted cinder-block walls of a Sun Ciry
Hving room.

“The Sunshine Committee is an or-
ganization that T expect is different
from any you've ever heard of,”
Thistlethwaite said. “It was first set up
to help people who couldn’t pay their
dues to the Community Center, so
they could belong. But they didn’t want
that; they preferred to make their own
money, if they could get jobs, so we
looked around and saw to it that they |:
got jobs from others. For instance, one
lady’s husband had hardening of the
arterics and she needed somebody to
take him out and wheel him, so one man
did that. T don’t handle that part of the
committee’s work any more. We di-
vided it up last spring, and now I just
take care of the sickroom equipment and
visiting and that sort of thing. I'm still
pretty busy. I visited four hospitals yes-
terday to see people; I knew about half
of them before I went.”

We were inten‘upted by the door-
bell, and a man came in who wanted to
trade a pair of crutches for a cane.
‘Thistlethwaite picked out a cane for
him, had him sign a card, and saw him
to the door.

“This happens all the time,” he con-
tinued when he had rcjuincd me in the
living room. “We have six or eight
canes,

THE ORIGINAL
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wheclchairs, and ecight hospital beds,
along  with  bedpans, trapezes—just
about anything you can think of that has
to do with a sickroom. People come here
for the small things, and Lundberg’s
delivers the beds for us free. We also
have a system of watching out for peo-
ple. We have district chairmen, and
they divide their districts up so that cach
of the ladies serving in a particular dis-
trict has six or cght houses to keep an
cye on. We had a man die by himsclf
recenty; all the doors were locked, and
the sheriff had to break in. We try to
sce that that doesn’t happen. Just re-
cently, too, a family that had been here
only three weeks—the Tady is one of our
ladics now, as a matter of fact—had
some  friends visiting, They  arrived
late at night, and everybody lefe in the
friecnds’ car for some touring carly the
next morning. They left before light
and didn’t open the shades, and the
family’s own car was still in the drive-
way. When they got back that afeer-
noon, the neighbors were just about to
break in”

Thistlethwaite showed me a sample
of & card that is given to cach new res-
ident, to cnable him to summon the aid
of the Sunshine Committee. Tt was a
picce of white cardboard about the size
of a windowpane, and pasted on one
side was a large “X” made with the
bright-orange tape that some people use
an their automobile bumpers to catch
the beam of headlights. On the other
side was a series of instructions, begin-
ning, ““This is your emergency card.
Put it in the window if you need help.”
After listing the numbers to call for an
ambulance, a resuscitator, and the Fire
Department, the instructions concluded,

“It is advisable for someone in your

neighborhood to have a key to your
home and know whom to call if some-
thing should happen to you. Your neigh-
borhood Chairman checks, or has some-
one check, on you most every day, to
muke sure you are seen, 8o please don’t
go away without telling a neghbor, for
they will wonder what happenad to
you.”

[ asked Thistlethwaite if the cards
were used often.

“Oh, they have been,” he said,
“Somu people here don’t have phones—
especially widows. Phones are expen-
sive here. You’d be surprised  how
ncighbors take care of each other. We
had a funny thing happen at Western
Days. A lot of the activitics had booths,
and we had one with hospital beds and
wheclchairs and things, and we handed
aut these cards. One lady walked off
carrying hers with the ‘X out, and two
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Hotel or Reservation Office. Singles from $10.00.
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or three people came up to her and
asked her if she needed anything.”
Thistlethwaite smiled, and went on,
“We also take flowers to the homes of
those who die. We don’t give flowers to
the dead; ours are for the living. Also,
cach district chairman has a car pool to
help people who have to go to the hos-
pital and don’t have a car. And we
sometimes lend money to people—wid-
ows whose money is tied up, say, We
never charge for anything; we get
donations from individuals and clubs.
We Jrave had some trouble organizing
in new sections when people first moved
in. Del Webb’s idea is that they’re go-
ing to come out and have a good time.
But people aren’t satisfied just to have
a good time. For three to six months,
we can’t seem to get organized in a
new section. Then people realize that
they have to do something to help
others, Tf you can’t do something for
somebody else, you’re not going to be
too happy. I think we’re made that

WAS surprised to discover how

many people in Sun City were sat-
isfied just to have a good time. Outside
of the Sunshine Committee—which is,
after all, for the residents themselves
and is frankly viewed by many of those
who contribute to it as a form of self-
protection—Tittle time scems to be spent
on good works. The churches have
charitable activities of one kind or an-
other, but they involve only a small pro-
portion of the members, and  total
church membership in Sun City, despite
the impressive  statistics  of  United
Church, accounts for less than a-third
of the population. The best-known proj-
cet for helping people outside Sun City
is run by the Stitch and Knit Club,
Town Hall’s sewing group, which out-
fits Peoria schoolchildren in what s
called the Dress a Living Doll Pro-
gram. In general; the residents of Sun
City scem to spend not more but less
time on charitable projects than the
residents of towns in which most peo-
ple have regular jobs. About a mile past
Sun City there is a wretched, impover-
ished village called El Mirage. Popu-
lated by Mexican farm laborers, many
of whom cannot speak English and
cannot afford the barest minimum in
sanitation or other amenities, E] Mirage
is all slum. There is a clinic there, and
a few Sun Citians work in it, and a few
others work in the village teaching Eng-
lish. But from everything that has been
written about the need of retired people
to do constructive work one might have
predicted that seventy-five hundred re-
tired people living one mile from an iso-

APRIL 4,19 64

PLANNING A CONFERENCE IN

(hicago? -

The Hotels Ambassador are prepared
to accommodate groups from 6 to 600
and provide the exact setting for your
next important meeting. Matchless con-
ference rooms, complete equipment
facilities and the renowned experienced
Ambassador service staff are at your

command.

Distinctly different but sensibly
priced.

Entertaining business associates in
Chicago? They will be rf”,,'\:,
most impressed with ' 7<=
an evening in The i
World Famous ‘

Pump Room. .-:';s“' § \wj ,

B\
Lt 47%

IN CHICAGO

John R. Bogardus, General Manager E’i’/
Edward Pufunt, Director of Sales

Residential Accommodations Available

1300 North State Parkway / Chicago 10, I1l.

Phone: SUperior 7-7200. In New York: PL 1-5885

th‘ , A wholly d subsidiary of i tavesting i w

DREAM KITCHEN?

Jutian Hess Can Make it a Showplace . .,
Glamorize Your Bathroom, too!
JULIAN HESS, INC., Engineered Kitchense
306 E. 64 S!,. N, Y. 2i, N. Y,

TEL: (Code 212) TE 2-8600

The famous blend of
TEA WITH ORANGES AND SPICE

R. C. Bigelow, Norwalk, Conn. At food, gift, dep't. stores

i"EXPLORING ART IN NEW YORK ;
A special course in Fine Arts i

July 5 through Suly 17 (3 credits)
Lectures by: Milton Resnick, Thomas Young. George
sugarman, Wm, White, Rudolph Burckhardt, Perking &
Will, Uarriet Goodwin, Dore Ashton, Liltian Lonngren
WAGNER COLLEGE—Art Dept.

STATEN [ISLAND, NEW YORK 10301
Location additionally convenient to World’s Fair




THE NEW YORKER

lated slum would set records for whole-
sale rehabilitation. When I mentioned
this to Tom Austin, he told me about the
Dress a Living Doll Program and the
Sunshine Committee, and added, “Peo-
ple say, “They have plenty of time for
charity work, because they’re retired.’
Well, here they haven’t. They’re spread
pretty thin.”

The lack of interest in projects that
are normally considered constructive
seems to extend to anything intellectual-
ly strenuous. Among the goings on in
Sun City there are no lectures or adult-
cducation courses—not even a Spanish
course, which might be considered utili-
tarian rather than intellectual, since the
Mexican border is only two or three
hours away by car. T was told that the
Women’s Club had once sponsored a
concert by Thomas L. Thomas, who
now lives in Arizona, and that the Sun
City Plavers had produced the opera
“Martha” the previous year, but I
gathered that it was rare for any of the
clubs to organize cultural events. A
Del E. Webb employee told me that the
company had once brought a Spanish
dancer to Sun City but that she per-
formed before fifteen or twenty people.
A more characteristic attraction  for
\Webb to provide was the National Sen-
iors Open Golf Tournament, which is
open only to golfers over the age of fifty;
it was sponsorcd last year by Del Webb
on the Sun City courses. "The shopping
center has no bookstore or record store,
although paperback books are available
and there s a Sun City Library, situated
in the Town Hall, But the library
is open only from ten in the morning
until noon, plus another two hours on
Friday evening. Stocked  with books
provided by the county library system
and those donated by the residents, the
hibrary is particularly well endowed
with mysterics, but otherwise has a bal-
anced selection. At the time of my visit,
it had issued library cards to less than
one out of ten residents.

HAPPINESS is discussed constantly
in Sun City. A remarkable num-
ber of people, blessed with the Sun City
gift for statistics, scem to have scttled
on ninety-five per cent as the proportion
of residents who have found the “pure
happiness” promised in the advertising
jingle. The percentage of simple cus-
tomer satisfaction with goods received
is also considered high. There are, of
course, complaints about the company.
Many Sun Citians believed that Webb
would maintain the water-and-sewage
system, and they become angry when-
cver they talk of how it was sold to a
concern that immediately raised the
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32 finely appointed cottages scattered over
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rates. Some Community Center mem-
bers believe that the exclusivity of Town
Hall is maintained as an inducement to
prospective pmchaccm to buy a new
Webb house in the Town Hall district
rather than a resale in the Community
Center district, and many Community
Center members also believe that the
Webb company should have agreed to
enlarge the Center when the facilities
proved to he too small. Some people
claim that Webb advertising did not
make it clear there would be a school
tax in Sun City, and that it showed non-
existent internal transportation to the
shopping center provided by a large
touring cart pulled by a jeep and called
the Shoplifter. (“Just try to imagine
the insurance on that thing!” said a
company official in the course of ex-
plaining to me why the Shoplifter had
been turned into a leaves-and-rubbish
collector.) Every resident I talked with
said that the company’s estimate of three
hundred dollars per month as a min-
imum for Sun City living expenses be-
came realistic only if it did not include
house payments, and some argued that
whatever had transformed, for example,
a Coronado into an outwardly identical
Arcadian could hardly have been worth
an extra eleven hundred and fifty dol-
]:n‘s, ill(l't’;lsc(l labor COsts or no increa%c(l
labor costs. Some golfers in Sun City
complain about a recent increase in
greens fees, and some softhall enthusi-
asts speak less than enthusiastically of
the Sun City Senior Citizens’ Softball
Field—a patch of dire and a back-
stop, near the shopping center. St
considering the q“‘l" of the Webh com-
pany’s activitics in Sun City, the com-
plaints are not extensive, and most res-
idents scem to feel that, particularly in
respect to the quality of their houses, the
company has dealt fairly with them.
Whether or not they are happy liv-
ing the Sun City Active New Way of
any’s No. 1 product—is
a more complicated question. One early
resident who found that he was not
was E. AL Brigon, of Eugene, Oregon,
who won a Name This Arizona Re-
tirement Community contest in 1959
by suggesting the name Sun City and
was presented with a free house there
by the Del E. Webb Corporation. Brit-
ton and his wife lived for six months in
the city he had named, and then went
back to Oregon. He explained not long
ago in a letter to the Phoenix Gazette
that although he and his wife appre-
ciated the friendliness of the Del E,
Webb Corporation and the other resi=
dents, they could not stand the lack
of old friends, the presence of only
old people, and the heat. “We still have
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warm spots in our hearts for Sun City,
the Del E. Webb Corporation, and
our friends in Sun City,” concluded
Britton, who apparently acquired some
of the town’s spirit during his short stay
there, “We now have a comfortable
home in a nice neighborhood with peo-
ple of all age groups around us. So far,
we are enjoying both health and happi-
ness, as well as seeing our friends
often.”

The number of Sun Citians who
would Dke to follow Britton’s example
is not known. To a visitor, there seem
to be an extraordinary number of “For
Sale” signs in front of houses, but, ac-
cording to Breen, the annual turnover
in Sun City is between four and five
per cent of the total product—Iess than
thatin one of Wcbb’s regular real-estate
developments. The normal guides to
real-estate success—such as the number
of houses for sale and the actual percent-
age of turnover—are, of course, not
casily applied to Sun City, since the town
has certain special factors, including s
higher-than-average death rate, the sale
of several hundred new louses cvery

year in the same community, and the
absence of such ordinary reasons for
moving as company transfers or grow-
ing families. Most residents intended
their move to Sun City to be their Jast
one, and since in many cases it was made
against the advice of their children and
their friends, they may have psycholog-
ical as well as financial reasons for
standing by the decision.

Whether because of this situation or
because of the constant barrage of
boosterism coming from the Del E,
Webb office or because el Webb
really Jas created a “paradise town,”
most Sun City residents appear almost
belligerently happy.  “Why shouldn’t
we be happy ¢ one resident demanded
before T had a chance to ask him if he
was, ““I'his is the closest thing there is
to Utopia.” As I was leaving a gather-
ing of the Pedal Pushers one day—1I
had accompanied them on their carly-
morning pedal around town—a small,
gray-haired lady came up to me and
said, “You know, we really are happy
here.” Tt was the fourth assurance of
happiness—or busyness, which in Sun
City is considered almost a synonym
for happincss—that I had received in
an hour with the Pedal Pushers.

“I'hey were unhappy where they
came from and they’rve unhappy here,”
I was told that evening by Edward B.
Gamble, a retived Navy commander,
born in Arizona, who has a house in Sun
City but spends a good deal of his time
travelling. ““Ihey stay because they’re
stuck,” he went on. ““They’ve sold ev-
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erything back there and they’re stuck—
they have no choice. Oh, some people
are happy here. But, look, have you
cver been in some of those pretty towns
in someplace like Maryland—a Jovely
little town, with trees and nice lawns
and a nice little hotel? And if you go to
the graveyard the names are the same as
on the stores, and everybody in the town
knows everybody elser Well) some of
these people leave places like that—
come here because of the sunshine, or
something-—and they just don’t find the
same thing in Sun City. So they have
coffee here and clubs there and cookouts
and potlucks. They have to pretend,
but it’s just pretending.”

An overwhelming percentage of Sun
City’s residents would disagree vigor-
ously—but friendly of
course—with this interpretation of their
activitics.  Even those who do not be-
Heve that Every Day’s a Holiday in Sun
City any more than it is anvwhere clse
are likely to defend the town as prefer-
able to the alternative they themscelves
were faced with, which was rarely an
idyllic town in Maryland and was less
likely to be remembered for a nice hittle

n a way,

hotel than for snowstorms, loneliness,
and boredom. T asked Louis Inwood
one day about the gerontologists’ theary
that old people should stay in their own
community to give it the benefit of their
wisdom and experience, and he had a
ptrsuasive answer. “As a theory, it’s
fine,” he said. “But in practice nobody
is going to do any listening to them,
Look, I was the only civil servant ever
named Delaware Valley Man of the

Year; when I left my job in Phila-
delphia, T got a unanimous vote of
thanks from the city council. And de-

spite that kind of record, I couldn’t geta
job if T tried. 'm an outcast because 'm
sixty-seven years old. I think the whole
damn bunch of usare outcasts, who have
found a way of living without impinving
on anybody or bothering anybody.”

T"he most articulate resident observer
of Sun City I met was Robert Janz, a
retired Foreign Service officer who had
heen the editor of the Sun City Sun
Citizen for a time; during his ceditorship
the paper had been mildly critical of the
Del E. Webb Corporation on occasion
and had not been sold at the newsstand
of Del Webb’s Kings Inn, “I think the
people have brainwashed themselves,”
he told me when I visited him and Mrs.
Janz one afternoon. “They run around
and never have time to realize what
kind of world they hve in. They talk
themselves into this happy-happy atti-
tude. It’s not exactly pretense; they talk
themselves into it and they keep them-
selves so busy that they don’t think.
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They ought to be very unhappy—and if
they ever stopped to analyze themselves
they probably would be—hecause their
lives are silly and useless. ‘There’s no
reason for being useless when you're
sixty; there’s no reason for giving your-
sclf over completely to pleasure.”

Janz had moved to Arizona because
of the climate, and to Sun City because
he believed that it offered a good bar-
gain in housing. Critical though he was
of the town’s conformity and Philistin-
ism, he had no objection to the idea of
retirement communitics; in fact, he was
considering moving to one sponsored
by a umversity foundation, where he
thought he would find more compatible
neighbors and less company involve-
ment. “I don’t dislike Sun City,” he
said. “I think it’s a fine thing for a
large number of people. At home, they
have their former co-workers and their
friends, but their friends die off and
their company doesn’t want to see them.,
They have nothing to do. Here they
have a lot of people in the same hoat,
and they can make friends. Of course,
you should really have enough inner re-
sources so that you wouldn’t come to a
new place to make friends. But if you
want to talk ahout the weather and your
ailments—and a lot of people do—
there are plenty of opportunities for
gabbing to be found here.”

“The people are extremely nice,”
Mrs. Janz interposed. “And for many
of them it’s fine. My grandfather had
nothing to do but sit on the courthouse
lawn with six or cight other old people.
The people here feel they’ve carned
their liberty, and a lot of them are deter-
mined to enjoy it if it kills them. But
some of it is so silly, and so sad. I simply
can’t watch something like the exercise
class; T just fecl sorry for them all. And
to be happy-happy shouldn’t be the only
goal in life.” v

“It’s funny,” Janz said. “A ncigh-
bor of ours dropped in yesterday, and he
was saying how terrible the place was—
all the conformity and the silliness. Then
he said that when it came right down
to it, he’d rather live here than anyplace
else. “We have three things here,” he
said. ‘Peace and quiet, a sidewalk to
walk on, and level ground to ride a
bicycle on.” That’s what he wants, and
they have it here.”

CCORDING to Thomas Breen—

an energetic, informal man, who

was not, in fact, the first person to kiss
Elizabeth Taylor in the movies but who
did play in films when both he and
Elizabeth Taylor were teen-agers—
ninety-five per cent of the people living
in Sun City are happy because Sun City
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is precisely what solid market research,
as opposed to academic theorizing,
showed that they wanted. “One thing
we found out with this is that almost ev-
erything ever written on the subject was
a lot of baloney,” he told me. “For in-
stance, one of the psychiatrists writing in
a series [ read on aging said old people
didn’t like namby-pamby terms like
‘T'hat’s just not true. If
it’s true, why do they name their clubs
the Senior Citizens’ Variety Club and
things like that!  Also, the pyschiatrists
have always preached that old people get
a vicarious thrill from the young and

‘senior citizens,”

that they want to live around the young.
Well, I can show you seventy-five hun-
dred people who don’t want to live
around the young., Maybe a guy whois
sixty-five and has to retire doesn’t get
much of a charge out of hearing about
the triumphs of the bright young men.
And that’s not all. Smmthmtr fike a
hundred thousand people visit bun City
every year, and just about all of them—
even the ones not planning to buy a
house—say they like the idea of not hav-
ing kids around. It’s casy for anyhody
to sty now that Sun City is a matter
of the developer’s taking the line of least
resistance. On the other hand, when
we started this there wasn’t one builder
I talked to who didn’t say I was out of
my goddam mind.”

The lack of cultural activities in Sun
City, Breen told me, merely demon-
strates what happens when pressure to
keep up a cultural front is removed.
Using the Phoenix Symphony as an ex-
ample, he said that the vast majority of
the Phocenix residents who attended its
concerts were there for business or so-
cial reasons, and that the number of
genuine music lovers among them rep-
resented no larger proportion of the
Phoenix population than the Sun Citians
in the audience did of Sun City’s popula-
tion. “There’s a professor from the
University of Arizona who wants to
study these people in Sun City,” Breen
told me. “He said it must he so interest-
ing to sce all the cultural activity going
on among people who are retired and
have all that time. T told him to take
a look. Il be interested to sce if 7o
takes part in all those cultural activities
when Ae retives, or just says he’s sick of
the whole business and takes up golf.”

Breen seems to believe that almost
everything people do publicly they do
for effect. There are no Negroes in
Sun City-——a fact that had been brought
up by almost every resident I spoke
with—and when I asked him why this
was, his explanation was that “if there’s
nothing to crusade against, these people
are not likely to crusade.” At all four
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Webb communities, Breen assured me,
salesmen are instructed to show abso-
lutely no discrimination and to assure
Negro customers that they can buy any
house——although “when it comes to a
sale, the sales manager handles it, and
he explains to the people what they’re
getting into, because, let’s face it, a
Negro would be miserable in Sun
City.” I asked Breen if there were
Negroes in any of the Webb retirement
communities, and he said that when a
Negro woman did buy a house in Sun
City, California, “we told the people
near her they could transfer lots, al-
though, as it happencd, the people on
one side said it made no difference to
them. But actually we were just one
step short of a revolution out there. Peo-
ple get older and set in their ways and
they don’t like to change. They were
thinking about what would lmppu\ if
she should want to have a swimming
party and invited all her colored friends
from Los Angeles out there a couple of
nights; it would amount to having the
swimming pool taken over by colored
a week., But
she has never moved into the house, and
we've never had a serious Negro cus-
tomer at Sun City, Arizona, I think if
people don’t have anything to crusade
against, they’re not going to crusade,
and when people get older, they don’t
want to put up with what it would take
to crusade,”

Since the residents of Sun City didn’t
seem to want to put up with anything
else, either—children, disagreement, re-
sponsibility, intellectual  challenge—I
asked Breen if he had considered the
possibility that he had created a com-
munity dedicated to self-indulgence on
an unprecedented scale, a place in which
the distinction in value among various
kinds of activitics had all but disappeared.

“Well, there is a feeling that as
long as they keep active they’ll be all
right, and they’re not too selective,
sometimes, about how they keep active,”
he siid. “They believe that if they keep
active—ykecep that ever-loving blood cir-
culating, keep those organs function-
ing—they’ll keep alive. And they're
probably right. The study does show
they actually live Jonger. You have to
remember that retived people are in a
unique position: thcs can do what they

want, When you’re forty-five and vice-
president of the P.-T.A. and somebody
asksyou to be head of the United Fund,
you damn well do it. But you talk to
these people about the United Fund and
they tell you to get out of town. A lot of
people want to know, ‘How the hell do
these people retire and just indulge

people a couple of times
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themselves, do nothing constructive?’
I won’t argue what is constructive and
what isn’t. Some guy might go to the
woodworking shop and make something
beautiful, and to him it would be con-
structive. But we don’t push that; the
guy doesn’t feel he has to justify him-
self. I think they’ve been doing what
you call constructive things all their
lives, and they’re just fed up. They
don’t want any more of it. Everything
I read beforchand—and for five years
I read everything I could find on this
subject—Iled me to believe that a basic
need of old people was to do something
productive, something they could feel
was uscful and needed. Well, that’s just
not true. You know why? T think it’s
because we do those things that socicty
tells us to for socictal reasons;, not out
of the feeling that we really want to.
What's productive is what's productive
by society’s standards. And the way of
living of the Sun Citians raises questions
about the validity of those standards.
The people in Sun City may think that
the way they can contribute most to so-
ciety is by living their lives independent-
ly and not being a burden on their chil-
dren or anybody else. And they may be
right.” ——CaLvIN TRILLIN

For the first time since Edison cranked
up his Kinetograph and recorded Ired
Ott’s Sneeze, the way lies open to a free
exploration of the full possibilities of cine-
ma as an art. The possibilities are clearly
immense, No other art can so powerfully
exploit the dimensions of time and space.
No other art has so many ways of involv-
ing a human being. It involves his eyes,
ears, mind, heart, appetites all at once.
It is drama, music, poetry, novel, painting
at the same time, It is the whole of art
in one art, and it demands the whole of
man in every man. 1t seizes him and spirits
him away into a dark cave; it envelops him
in silence, in night. His inner eye begins
to see, his secret ear begins to hear. Sud-
denly a vast mouth in the darkness opens
and begins to utter visions. People. Cities.
Rivers. Mountains. A whole world pours
out of the mouth of the enraptured medi-
um, and this world becomes the world of
the man in the darkness watching.

—T'ime.

Gesundheit!

THE SUMMING UP

| Froma pressdigestof Neww Zealand news |

Rotorua would be re-established as a
highclass spa resort and Queenstown’s
tourist attractions developed when the
Haast Pass road was finished. One Ameri-
can tourist on an average tour of 16 days
was worth about £190 to New Zealand,
the equivalent of 190 cases of apples, 95
fat lambs or about 314 bales of wool, all
of which took much longer than 16 days
to come to market.
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The first thing you notice is the
fabric.

Before Cele Originals chose Latticane for this knockout skimmer, they certainly
gave it the once-over. In depth of color, luster, texture interest, vitality and bounce,
You can see, it passed the test. Since it’s your turn next, really give it the works.
It’s not often you get a challenge like this, is it? Especially in two-tone lime or
turquoise. Crown Fabrics, 119 West 40th Street, New York 18, N.Y,

Crown Fabrics
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DESIGN: POUL CADOVIUS

ROYAL

Can you believe it? This room is a complete
apartment! Small, but, oh my! What a model

MODEL of compact convenience. It's a Royal Sys-
APARTMENT Gk

that you don't have to

’ . give up the idea of gra-
cious living. .. wherever you live. Whether it’s a studio or a small
one-roomer, Royal System wall furniture can organize your space
... with space for everything. Learn more. Send 10¢ for new color

brochure and the name of your nearest dealer.

1130 3RD AVE., NEW YORK, N. Y. / 9400 S. LAWRENCE BLVD., MONTREAL, CANADA
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