
ESCAPE 

Uamaslead 
wranglers on wild 
and woolly chase 

inSunCity 
By Jeff Grant 

DAILYNEWS-SUN 

It was supposed to be a 
chance for a group of assist.ed 
living and independent living 
residents to see lovable, friend­
ly exotic animals up close. 

But Thursday's visit by 
Cop'Er Star Llamas and three 
of its animals to GenCare Sun 
City at The Carillons on Royal 
Oak Road turned into an un­
expected international m~ 
event after two of the llamas 
bolted as the event was wind­
ing down. The animals led pur­
suers through nearby neigh­
borhoods on a chase lasting 
nearly three hours that drew 
national media coverage and 
spawned a wave of chatter on 

In this image taken from video and provided by abc15.com, men lasso one of 
two quick-footed llamas after they dashed in and out of traffic before they 
were captured Thursday in Sun City. [AP Photo/abc15.com] 

social media It also gave resi- The llamas head toward Grand Avenue after escaping. They never make ii to the busy thoroughfare however as volunteers help Cop'Ers llamas co-owners keep 
» See Pursuit on page A6 them away from the highway. [Jeff Grant/Daily News-Sun! 



·Pursuit 
» From page Al 
dents a rare show. 

"We haven't had this much 
excitement in years," ex­
claimed Janice Pledger, 72, 
who lives on Thunderbird 
Road, about a quarter-mile 
from The Carillons. 

The llamas' owners, The 
Carillons staff and volun­
teers, residents, members 
of the public and Maricopa 
County Sheriff's Office dep­
uties all pursued the pair-a 
4-year-old adult llama named 
Kahkneeta and a I-year-old 
named Laney. Cop'Er Star 
Llamas co-owner Bub Bullis 
estimated the adult weighs 
250 pounds while the baby is 
about 120 pounds. 

An unidentified man lassoed 
them one at a time about 20 
minufus apart, starting at 1:40 
p.m. 

There were no injuries to 
either the llamas or the pub­
lic, saidMCSO spokesman Lt. 
Brandon Jones. 

"It was pretty crazy. We 
were concerned for the safe­
ty of the llamas as well as them 
causing an accident and hurt­
ing somebody," Jones said. 

The incident unfolded 
around 11 a.m. 

A former llama owner, cur­
rent resident of The Caril­
lons and friend ofBullis and 
his wife, Cop'Er Star co-own­
er Karen ~und, had asked 
the pair to bring their llamas 
to the assisted living and in­
dependent living facility. The 
three llamas had been visit­
ing with residents and were 
back in their trailer, when a 
few who had missed seeing 
them asked if they could be 
brought back out. Bullis and 
Freund complied. 

That's when the trouble 
started. 

"We usually try to keep a 
tighter rein on them, but un­
rortunately let a guy walk her 

I in, and she pulled away from 
him," Bullis explained. 

At first, the chase was con­
fined to a large vacant Jot ad-

A Maricopa County Sheritrs vehicle tries to herd the two llamas. [AP Photo/ 
abc15.comJ 

jacent to facility. 
After about 50 minutes of 

WlSUcces.sfully trying to cap­
ture the animals, the MCSO 
was called for help. Three dep­
uties each in marked vehicles 
showed up, but along with oth­
er participants in the pursuit, 
could not rein in the llamas. 

"Llamas won't hurt anyone; 
theywon'tattack;they'remore 
curious than anything. When 
they were running people got 
nervous. After a while, they 
got more spooked and over­
worked, and then it became 
more difficult," Bullis said. 

By that time, t.elevisionnews 
helicopters had arrived and 
were hovering overhead, and 
the llamas made their way 
along local streets to Thunder­
bird Road - first heading to­
ward 99th Avenue, then back 
the other way in th~direc­
tion of Del Webli;Boulevard. 
On several occasions, pursu­
ers were able to" get within a 
few feet of the-rutlmals, only 
to have them suddenly bolt, 
prolonging the chase. 

"Allofus(were)focusedon 
keeping them off Grand Ave­
nue, sothey(didn't) getbit bya 
car or a train," said Stephanie 
Schmidt, The Carillons com­
munity relations manager who 
took part in the search. 

As the llamas headed along 
Thunderbird Road, individu­
als were tweeting about the 
incident on 'I\vitter and post­
ing messages on Facebook as 
well as other social-media out­
lets. 

Individuals used various 
methods to try to stop the lla­
mas, most often waving their 
arms or walking up to the an­
imals - all to no avail. 

Finally, around 1:40 p.m, an 
unidentified man using a las­
so was able to toss it around 
Laney outside the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City's Lakev­
iew Center near Thunderbird 
and Del Webb Boulevard. 

"We cornered (her) and 
caught(her) in the recreation 
area. We were just hands up 
in air, moved slowly in," ex­
plained Sun City resident 
John Rowin, who helped the 
man with the lasso. 

About 20 minutes later, 
Kahkneeta was captured 
along Santa Fe Drive between 
103rd and 105th avenues. 

Tom Cadden, public infor­
mation officer for the Arizo­
na Game and Fish Division, 
said the agency can respond 
to such situations, but it rou­
tinely would not get involved 
in a case with llamas. 

"'They're not on the list of re­
stricted wildlife; they're con­
sidered domestic, in the same 
category as livestock. We don't 
have the authority or jurisdic­
tion to manage them; they are· 
someone's private property. 
MCSO did contact animal con­
trol, but we didn't have any­
one immediately available," 
Cadden said. 

Game and Fish personnel 
could have used tranquiliz­
ers to stop the animals, Bul­
lis said. However, Cadden 

LASSOING A llAMA: A 
TIMEUNE 

For the better part of three hours 
Thursday, social media was 
plastered with posts, teeming 
with tweets and generally buzzing 
with comments about a pair of 
escaped llamas in Sun City. For 
most of that period, the Daily 
News-sun was following the 
moves of Kahkneeta and Laney 
as they ambled through the 
neighborhoods around a portion 
of Thunderbird Road, eluding 
capture. 
Here is how it unfolded (times are 
approximate}: 
10 a.m. - Three llamas and the 
co-owners of Cop'Er Star Llamas. 
Bub Bullis and Karen Freund, 
arrive at GenCare Sun City at The 
Carillons to begin a visit during 
which facility residents are 
allowed to pet the animals and 
learn a little about them. 
11 a.m. - As the llamas are being 
led from their trailer back into the 
facility for a group that missed 
the initial appearance, one of 
the residents is allowed to take 
the rope and walk the llamas 
inside. Something startles the 
animal, and it breaks free from 
the individual and bolts outside. 
Cop'Er Star personnel and 
volunteers give chase, following 
the animals oul They begin 
holding their arms straight out in 
an effort to guide the llamas to 
someone who can corral them. 
1 t20 a.m. - A reader contacts 
the Daily News-Sun's offices at 
10102 W. Santa Fe Drive, less than 
a half mile from GenCare Sun City 
at The Carillons. to report a pair of 
llamas are running loose near the 
assisted living and independent 
living facility off Royal Oak Road. 
The caller reports the incident 
began as a "show-and-tell" type 
event but that something went 
wrong. 
1t30 a.a. - Grabbing a camera, 
notebook and pocket recorder. 
a reporter makes his way to 
the scene. He spots the llamas 
in a large vacant lot off 103rd 
Avenue between Santa Fe and 

said the agency will not take 
that step unless the loose an­
imal is considered an imme­
diate danger to public health 
or safety. 

While the episode brought 
national coverage from net,. 
work television and numer-

Thunderbird Road, parks and 
heads to the portion of the lot 
where the llamas are to take some 
pictures and tr'y to talk with those 
involved in attempting to capture 
the animals. 
1t50..., - The effort to 
capture the animals has gradually 
expanded from about a half 
dozen individuals to around 20, as 
workers from a nearby buildings 
and more personnel from The 
Carillons join in. 
1t55 UL - Personnel at The 
Carillons notify the Maricopa 
County Sheriff's Office that they, 
along with volunteers. Bullis and 
Freund, need assistance capturing 
the llamas. 
12:10 ,.._ - Television news 
helicopters begin arriving 
and positioning themselves 
overhead and start videotaping 
the proceedings. The llamas 
soon move along Royal Oak Road 
toward Thunderbird Road. While 
Thunderbird is a busier street 
it means the llama.s are moving 
away from Grand Avenue, a much 
more heavily used artery. 
12:30 p.m. - The llamas continue 
to roam along Thunderbird Road, 
periodically stopping traffic as 
MCSO personnel try to stay close 
in their SUVs. Social-media sites. 
including Twitter and Faceoook, 
are carrying posts updating the 
public on the pursuil 
1 p.m. - The llamas reach Del 
Webb Boulevard and Thunderbird, 
where they head down the street 
and then into the lawn bowling 
area. Spectators have begun 
to gather along Thunderbird to 
watch the activity. 
1:AO p.m. - Three Sun City 
residents. one with a lasso, 
capture the smaller of the two 
llamas, Laney, on Lakeview Center 
grounds at Thunderbird and Del 
Webb. Shaking from running and 
thirsty, Laney enjoys a long drink 
of water and some refreshments 
by her owners. 
Z JII.& - The larger of the two 
llamas. Kahkneeta is captured by 
a man with a lasso standing in the 
bed of a pickup truck along Santa 
Fe Avenue near 105th Drive. 

ous social-media posts, local 
residents witli a front-row 
seat were captivated by the 
episode. 

"I'm from Chicago to visit 
my mom. I thought we were 
going golfing-she takes me on 
a safari;' joked one man. 



Film debuts to mixed Sun City reviews 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

It was a perfect night for an outdoor movie 
and nearly 1,000 people turned out to see 
the U.S. premiere of a film shot entirely 

in Sun City. · 
The film "Playing Hooky: Getting Old Is 

Not For Sissies" played to mixed reviews 
at the Sun Bowl April 20. While the film, 
99 minutes in length, drew laughs and ap­
plause from tthose who turned out, not all 
those who came to view the film stayed for 
the duration. Some who did stay were not 
entirely pleased. 

"I thought there were parts of it that were 
cute," said resident Bill Pearson. 

He was also pleased with the size of the 
crowd that showed up. 

"I really expected about 50 people, most­
ly the ones involved," he said. 

However, the portrayal of Sun City was 
not to Mr. Pearson's liking. 

"There was footage shot of people play­
ing pickleball and other activities that were 
not used," he explained. "It seemed to focus 
on the older residents." 

Resident Jim Koopman believes Susan 
Gluth, a German filmmaker who produced 
and directed the movie, did a good job on 
the film. 

"She covered the spectrum of growing 
old very well," he said. "She showed the fun 
you can have when you are retired." 

After the film had run about 20 minutes, 
there was a steady exodus of residents leav­
ing, and most had remarks similar to Mr. 
Pearson's. One rr.:m said he was embar­
rassed by the film and another couple sim­
ply shook their head and said it was not very 
good. A woman climbing the west ramp 
headed for the parking lot said Sun City was 
more fun than portrayed to that point in the 
film. 

However, before the movie starting, Ms. 
Gluth, who made the movie in hopes it 

See Film - Page 6 

Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
J~~lyn Higgins, right, talks about RCSC's involvement in the filming while Paul Herrmann, Sun City 
V1s1tors Center, and Susan Gluth, German filmmaker, listen before the April 20 showing of "Playing 
Hooky: Growing Old Is Not For Sissies." 

1EPENDENT 

Film 
Continued From Page 2 

would have a theatrical release, said it was 
not a film about Sun City, but rather one 
about aging. 

"It just happened to be filmed in this lo­
cation," Ms. Gluth said. 

She also explained nothing in the film 
was staged, but showed exactly what was 
filmed through her camera. Shot in some­
thing of a documentary format, the film 
was not narrated, but did include some in­
terviews of residents. A small group of resi­
dents were the focal point of the film and 
showed them going through their daily lives 
in Sun City. 

While he was pleased with the overall 
film, Mr. Koopman, who was featured in the 
film, said Ms. Gluth could have shown more 
of the RCSC facilities. 

"That's a part of the aging process for us 
here in Sun City," he said. "But she did say it 
was not a film about Sun City." 

Ms. Gluth said the film was shown in a 
number of film festivals in Germany and 

April 29, 2015 

other areas in Europe before coming to Sun 
City for the U.S. premiere. 

"I wanted very much to show this in the 
Sun Bowl," she said. 

Later last week, she was scheduled to 
show the film during a festival in North 
Carolina. 

The filmmaker praised residents and 
Recreation Centers of Sun City officials for 
their help in getting the film completed. 

"Without Paul (Herrmann, Sun City Visi­
tors Center) opening doors, this would not 
have been possible," Ms. Gluth said. 

Also drawing praise were Mr. Pearson, a 
former RCSC board member; Jim Sinclair, 
Sunshine Services; Rosemary Lynch, Sun 
City PRIDES: Leta McCormick and Bill Dyer, 
both former Sun City Posse commanders; 
and Pat Burden of Coldwell Banker. Ms. 
Gluth also thanked, and introduced to the 
crowd, her group of "protagonists," as she 
called the residents featured in the film. 

Ms. Gluth spent IO years preparing, pro­
ducing, shooting and editing the film, which 
was designed for theatrical release. 
News Edllor Rusty Bradshaw can be reac'hed at 

623-445-2725 or rbradshaw@news:wp.com. 

-
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Webb defending Suo CitieS ~. 
• t • I. · .,.1 

Greedy Self ·,ndulgent ·1mage ~~:~~ew~~e lf;:\;~1d:~~1 !~:! ~~~ 
I - thought more of . the suJ Citi~ .:·::; 

k than_the Valley residents. i i · 

not accural; says spo eswoman "The Phoenix-based group · of : ~ 11 
retirees talked about how depress- ..... 

· ing Sunt·ty is. They said we ,have ,.,_. 
By Karen Kirk 

The Phoenix Gazetf,c 

SUN CITY - Sun Citians 
weathered the fallout from Ari­
zona Republic artist Steve Ben­
son's cartoon portraying them as 
selfish child-haters and are now 
enduring the heat from a recent 
study indicating that they are 
being subsidized to the tune of $2.1 
million by the county. 

This is not the first time Sun 
Citians' lifestyle has come under 
fire, a nd it probably will not be the 
last. 

It is just another outbreak of 
skirmishes in the retirement com­
m unities' continuing battle to 
prove to residents of Phoenix and 
surrounding towns that they are 
not self-serving old fogies. 

Sun Citians are not alone in the 
trenches, however. 

Officials of Del E. Webb Commu­
nities, the development company 
that built the retirement commu­
nities, say they have joined the 
fight to defend the· lifestyle they 
created. 

"There is an image problem in 
the Sun Cities. It's something we 
have to work on. We take heat for 
problems that don't exist, like the 
Benson cartoon that shows us as 
self-indulgent people who shoot 
kids. 

" n radio talk shows, I hear 
peo le asking if Sun City really 
pay its fair share. Our public 
1el ions department is working 
lmr to change that image," Webb 
spo eswoman Martha Moyer told 
the orthwest Valley Chamber of 

merce at a recent meeting. 
rhaps the thing that is most 
essing to Webb officials is 
ty residents' idea that Sun 
ns selfishly take their money 
out giving anything in return, 
cept further reinforced by the 
t.y management-analysis of­

study indicating that Sun 
receives $1.6 million annually 
crvices and Sun City West 
ives $507,331. 
he study was requested by 

Su rvisor George Campbell, who 
h· encoutaged the Sun Cities to 
in rporate to save the county 
m cy. 

l t is a very frustrating issue. 
W a re .working on that. Studies 
a being done to prove to those in 
If Valley that people here pay 

ir fair share. 
'Groups like the Posse and the 

P des save the county millions, 
h people don't think about those 
t ngs," Moyer said. 

he also said Webb officials 
uld not conduct any studies to 

dispute the county's report be- walls a und. it that keep ~pie '!' 
cause that would be construed as out and ople who live here in. '.~~:~ 
self serving; however, she is confi- "Th~1 people are spreading this :~ 
dent that further investigation by word an~ they hav~ nev-~r ieven 

1
~:·: 

the county will show that the Sun been her It's scary. One guy who ,:.i' 
Cities contribute more than they is 72 years old said, 'I don't want to ,"-~i 

live in . S~ City. It is for. old 
take. people,',,, oyer said. · .. · ·.· . • .. : 

She also said that critics of the -· 
"People ere don't curl up and :;!: 

Sun City lifestyle don't consider die. The Sctn Cjties ~re for active : ~\ 
· the amount of volunteer work 

people," shiid. ,, 
members of the retirement com- Moyer b mes much ·or the ... J 
munities do for other county image prob em on Sun City's ' · ){ 
residents. decision to divorce itself from the ..,' 

"There are countless people who Peoria Unmt.rd School District in ~"" 
are going outside of the commu- 1974 - after defeating several " 11 

nity to help others. People volun- bond issues ~ 'e district needed to . Y 

teer in the schools and in Habitat raise money for new schools, 
for Humanity, helping build "That was a bad PR move, but it 
homes for people who can't afford was the residents' choice. We are 
to bQy them. developers. We don't dictate what 

"We need to tell these stories. the residents do 
Let's set them straight," Moyer "We provide homes and life-
said. style; they do th rest," she said: 

County officials and newspaper 
cartoonists are not the only ones 
critical of the Sun Cities lifestyle, 
Moyer said. 

Many county residents also take 
a dim view of the retirement 
communities. 

Marketing researchers inter­
viewed a group of Phoenix tetirees 
and a group of retirees from 

So far, the Sun Cities' poor "' 
reputation has not affected home ·• .... 
sales, she said. , , 

• "In fact, if people think they are ·• 
getting a good dt1al (bei,ng subsi- ... ,, 
dized by the coun~), that's great . , 
for us. But it doe~ create a real 
public relations problem. .. 

"No one likes to )lave someone 
say he is not paying his fair • · 
share," she said. 

l 
' 

I 
' 

} 
I 
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SUN CITY INDEPENDENT 

British film 
crews in Sun City 

For the two couple of weeks Betty TV, a 
British production company, will be in ~un 
City filming a television series about what 
young people can learn from fit and active 
seniors. 

Up to four British participants, 18 to 30, 
will be staying with Sun City residents who 
will mentor them about living a fit and 
healthy lifestyle. A film crew will be accom­
panying the youths and mentors. The British 
youths will be doing what Sun City residents 
do, so other RCSC Cardholders may come 
across the group while visiting RCSC facili­
ties. The British youths will be treated as any 
other RCSC guest and the film crew will be 
wearing identification that designates they 
are part of Betty 1V 

No RCSC Cardholders will be displaced 
because of this project. 

Call 623-561-4600 or e-mail rcsc@sunaz. 
com. 

< 
'Tl 

(/) 

n 



The Northwest Herald- Who was Del Webb? 
S'~ n. e .-r y, f/C/ ;vr,£ ,., :,::c. 

Page 1 of2 

: · .i · ·. NORTHWEST 
1,~ HERALD We 

Ask 
wea!WFliU DIP'" 

anllTlbrela. 
HOME I www.nwherald.com 

I 
partnered with 

cbs2C'nca:p c.:orn 

CLASSIFIED 

Search 
Local Employment 
ChlcagoJobs.com 
Auto 
Real Estate for Sale 
Real Estate for Rent 
Services 
Place an Ad 

YOUR ADS 

Usem.ame 

Password 

Remember login? EJ 
Login 

Create a new 
account 

Retrieve 
forgotten 
password 

Subscribe Advertise Upickem 

Who was Del Webb? 
Publication 

Date 

Section(s) 
Page 

Northwest Herald 

January 30, 2006 

Opinion 

Del Webb had money and fame In 1960 when he decided to 
risk It on something that never successfully had been 
accomplished, historians said. 

Now his name graces street signs and entrances to Sun City 
Huntley and dozens of other developments across the 
country. 

"They bet the company on retirement communit ies," said 
Edson Allen, president of the Sun Cities Area Historical 
Society In Arizona. But all fears were erased at an open­
house for curious senior citizens. 

"They ran out of order pads," said Allen, who has a Time 
magazine from August 1962 with Webb on the cover. "They 
sold 237 homes that first weekend. It's just an amazing, 
Instant success story.• 

But decades of hard work preceded Webb's biggest success, 
Allen said. Webb, who died In 1974, was a high-school 
dropout with passions for carpentry and baseball when he 
arrived In Phoenix In 1928. 

When a contractor abandoned a project for a grocer named 
A.J. Bayless, Webb finished the job. Within a year, he created 
Del E. Webb Corp., building It Into a prestigious firm that 
contracted projects such as Luke Air Force Base In Arizona 
and New York's Madison Square Garden. 

Webb's success went past construction. As co-owner of the 
New York Yankees from 1945 to 1964, the Bronx Bombers 
won 15 league pennants and 10 championships. 

"He was a visionary," Allen said. "For a high-school dropout 
to go on to become co-owner of the New York Yankees Is just 
a fantastic story In Itself.• 

- Tom Musick 

Coupon 

http://archive.nwherald.com/archive_detail.php?archiveFile=./pubfiles/nwh/archive/2006/J... 1/30/2006 
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VF - PUBLICITY 

Sunday, October 18, 1992 

Sun City West's 
Rhythm Tappers always 

sell out their shows in 
the community's 

Sundome. T hey've also 
performed in Australia 

and Japan. 

01992, The Dallas Morning News 

THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS October 18, 1992 
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Why would anyone move where 
the average age is 62 and fun for some 
is early morning litter patrol? 
To live young, of course. 

Section F 

If the Sun 
Cities have a 
symbol, it's 
the ubiquitous 
golf cart. 



By Leslie Barker 
Sla/f Wrirtr o/ The Dallas Morning News 

HE SUN CITIES, Ariz. 
- In this desert valley 
setting, tricycles are as 
scarce as snow-capped 
mountains. 

Here, retired people 
surround themselves 
with retired people -
most white-haired, most 
grandparents, most old 

enough to remember the De­
pression and the novelty of tele­
vision. They've all come here to 
stay young. 

"Age doesn't mean anything 
here," says Ray White, 81. "No 
matter what you want to do, it's 
here. It 's one way you don 't 
grow old. People here don't 
think about getting old." 

On this sunny September 
day, Mr. White sits in the office 
of R.H. Johnson Recreation Cen­
ter, wearing shorts and getting 
ready for his weekday workout. 

Anna Andel manages her son's 
carJ shop, one of Sun C ity's 
350 businesses. 

A plate-glass window away, a 
dozen men and women in the 
spacious gym bench-press and 
bicycle in place. . 

"In other cities," says his 
friend Gene Jaglowski, 76, "peo­
ple look at you very sorrowfully 
and say, 'Are you sure you can 
walk to church?' " 

"We're not treated as inval­
ids or old people here," Mr. 
White says. "We're treated as 
human beings. When you're 
back in those places and you're 
our age, they treat you like old 
people, and you begin to feel 
old. People like us - we 
couldn't walk around like we 
do, wearing shorts and all. 
They'd say, 'Look at those old 
fools.'" 

Mr. White has lived in Sun 
City West, population 26,000, 
Please see SUN on Page 4F. 

The Prides, a · 
600-member 
volunteer 
group, keep 
things neat 
and clean in 
the Phoenix 
Sun Cities. 



Sun Cities residents say 
they don't feel old 

Continued from Page lF. 
since 1978. Before that, his home 
.was four miles closer to Phoenix, up 
J3ell Road, in Sun City, population 
45,000. That's the original Sun City, 
the one developer Del Webb built in 
·1960. In 1979, when the last house 
:was sold, the company moved out 
and concentrated on selling homes 
in Sun City West, which had opened 
the year before. 
.. :rn addition to the Phoenix prop­
erties, there are now Sun Cities in 
Tucson, Ariz., and Las Vegas, one 
under construction in Palm 
~prings, Calif., and another planned 
for the Texas Hill Country. 
:. --Juniper and Jive oak trees fill 
the proposed site 30 miles west of 
Austin. Red Brangus cattle roam 
the property. Houses will overlook 
the Pedernales River , and hiking 
trails are planned amid the bluffs. 

It arguably will be the lushest of 
all the Sun Cities. In the Phoenix 
developments, where Del Webb be­
gan his old-age empire, green is lim­
ited to cactus - stately saguaros, 
spiky yuccas, obese barrels. And in 
the interest of no-fuss yards, lawns 
are more often gravel than grass. 
Sun City Austin may look different, 
but the lifestyles there will essen­
tially be the same as those estab­
lished 32 years ago in Arizona. . 
Not retiring types 

Parking spaces in the Sun Cities 
near Phoenix are reserved for golf 
carts, which cruise leisurely and le­
gally throughout the properties. Ga­
rages of some houses are oversized 
to accommodate the ca_rts. For $670, 
residents can play as many rounds of 
golf as they can cram into a year. 

The subdivisions resemble so­
phisticated summer camps for the 
over-55 set. Year-round, residents 
can play golf and boccie, weave bas­
kets, make jewelry, learn calligra­
phy, paint china, volunteer, sew, 
swim and speed-walk. 
:-"If you're bored," the often-heard 

admonition goes, "it's your own 
fa(llt." 

Eleanor Schwartz says it, al­
though she admits that her first re­
:aci lon to the words "Sun City" was, 
:"Ooooh. Old people." 
·.;~ Now she belongs to the Rhythm 
Tappers, a group of tap-dancing resi­
pepts who have performed in the So­
viet Union, Australia and Japan. 
1J}eir twice-yearly performances at 
sub Ci ty West's Sundome always sell 
o7i,. 
< The group practices Saturday 
!J)Ornings at 10. Ten minutes before 
Er~ctice, Mrs. Schwartz and two fel­
low tappers, all dressed in black leo­
tards arrive at the recreation cen­
ter. They're wearing sparkling pins 
with the numbers "5,6,7,8" - tap 
gancing, one explains, begins at the 
~oul)t of eight. 

SUN CITY 
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If all goes according to plan, Del 
Webb's next Sun City project will 
be 30 miles west of Austin. It wl_ll 
join five Sun Cities affiliated with 
the Del Webb Corp. - two in 
Phoenix, one each in Tucson, 
Ariz., Las Vegas and Palm 
Springs, Calif. · 
Although the company built Sun 

City Center in Tampa, Fl~ .• and 
Sun City in Riverside, Calif., 
they're no longer a part of Del 
Webb. 

Here are some facts about the 
Sun Cities near Phoenix: 

■ The typical Sun City resident is 
a 62-year-old retired professional 
with a net worth of $350,000 and 
an annual income of $35,000. 

. ■ More than 20,000 Sun Cities 
residents volunteer regularly, 
donating a total of about 2 million 
hours every year. 
■ More Sun City r_esidents are 

~~ "When I learned about the group, 
I-;thought, 'These old ladies are tap­
ping. Oh, brother ,' " says Mrs. 
S~hwartz, 72, who lives in Sun City 
}Yest. "Then I saw them and signed 
}lP-" 
-'. When Darlene Bricknell retired 
from her job as a bank executive 
her friends thought she'd be bored 
silly. She hasn't had time, she says. 
She swims, frequents the library, 
powls Friday nigh ts and sings with a 
&roup called the Westernaires. 

• . "You look at your peers and say, 
; Hey, if I can do at 75 or 80 what 
_!~ey're doing, I'm going to keep 
i·oing,' " says Mrs. Bricknell, 64. "In­
s~ead of saying 'retire,' we say, 're­
constructing your life.' You're doing 
..what you looked forward to all your 
Jife. If you don't use it, you Jose it.'' 

:. The Sun Cities' average resident 
is 62 years old, but people don't sit 
:{!round discussing age and the ail­
J:nents it often brings. They don't 
:dwell on death. They drive by the fu­
-neral home in Sun City West and the 
cemetery in Sun City. Most have had 

from Illinois than from any other 
state. People from 50 countries 
and all 50 states· live in the Sun 
Cities. 
■ Annually, Sun Cities' 651000 
residents spend $200 million on 
retail purchases. They have more 
than $2 billion in local banks. 
■ Two-thirds of residents play 
golf on one of the Sun Cities' 17 
courses. Last year, they played a 
total of 1 million rounds of golf. 
■ The Sun Cities' medical 
facilities include two hospitals 
and several nursing homes. A 
196-unit apartment house offers 
varying levels of such services as 
housekeeping and meals. 
■ Recreational facilities include 
centers with weight rooms and 
Olympic-size swi!'l'lming pools, 
bowling alleys, tennis courts, 
running/walking tracks and craft 
buildings. 

friends die. 
"People don't worry about death 

so much out here," Mr. White says. 
"It happens. As you get older, you 
know you won't be here forever. 
There nre so mnny here who. have 
experienced death. In other places, 
once somebody dies, people stay 
away. Here, they gather round.'' 

After Mrs. Schwartz's husband 
died last May, she decided to stay in 
Sun City West instead of moving 
back to Akron, Ohio. 

"Thnt chnpel was filled," she says, 
"and we'd only been here four 
years." 



'No kids around' 
Sun City actually was the Phoe­

nix area's second community for 
seniors. The first , Youngtown, is ad­
jacent to the property Del Webb de­
veloped. 

"Youngtown· was a little retire­
ment community in the middle of 
nowhere," says Ken Plonski, direc­
tor of public and community rela­
tions for the Del Webb Corp. The 
late Mr. Webb, he says, realized 
Youngtown was missing a key ele­
ment - "a lifestyle component. He 
wanted tci give people something to 
do when they retired." 

Living around people in a similar 
age bracket often loses its appeal af­
ter. college. Some can't imagine a 
neighborhood without toddlers, 
teen-agers or twentysomethings. 
Others come here for the camara­
derie that such an arrangement af-
fords. . · 

In 1989, the.American Association 
of Retired Persons conducted a hous­
ing study of 1,514 adults past age 55. 
Three-fourths of respondents pre­
ferred a neighborhood with people 
of all ages. Of those who lived in re­
tirement communities, 11 percent 
said they would prefer a better mix 
of ages. Fifty-five percent had no 
complaints. 

"As the study showed, people re­
ally need the influence of other 
ages," says Lorraine Clark, work­
force programs representative for 
AARP's Area 7, based in Dallas. "Al­
most everyone responds to babies 
and older children. As you.get older 
and bones become more brittle, you 
may feel skittish around them, but 
we all love the continuance of hu-

manity we see with children." 
Mrs. Bricknell and her husband 

never had children, so living only 
with people over 55 never bothered 
them, she says. 

"People here are friendly," she 
says. ·,.we made more friends in a 
year here than we did in 20 years in 
Idaho." 

Edward Goralewski and his wife 
moved to Sun City West from Ro­
chester, Mich. They wanted to get to­
gether with people in the same age 
bracket, he says. 

"It's quiet," says Mr. Goralewski, 
78. "No kids running around." 

Negative feeling~ . 
At 6:30 a.m. on a September Satur­

day, Mr. Goralewski walks the me­
dians of R.H. Johnson Boulevard. Us­
ing a large pair of stainless-steel 
tongs, he snatches up stray cigarette 
butts and tiny pieces of paper. 

Up and down the boulevard, 
about 20 other residents wearing flu­
orescent orange vests trim cactus 
and repair the automatic system that 
sprinkles the saguaros. The 600-mem­
ber volunteer group calls itself The 
Prides, and Saturday mornings year­
round, they keep the Sun Cities 
clean. 

At this hour, they're already 
sweating. George Nimmo, 66, wipes 
his forehead as he trims plants south 
of Whispering Oaks Drive. He's not 
much of a joiner, he says, but wanted 
to be part of The Prides. 

Mr. Nimmo lived in Phoenix be­
fore coming to Sun City West four 
years ago. Some Phoenix residents, 
he says, don't have a very high opin­
ion of the Sun Cities. Until he 
checked it out, he didn't, either. He 
used to hate riding his motorcycle 
through the community because 
people drive more slowly than they 
do in Phoenix, he says. 

"Sun City had kind of a bad repu­
tation," he says. "When it came to 
school taxes, they used to vote every­
thing down. It was an undeserved 
reputation, I think. There's not so 
bad a reputation now, but as far as 
people in Phoenix go, they still fig­
ure these guys up here aren't quite 
with it. It's an old-fogey type atti­
tude." 

Jo Sonagere, 69, has sensed nega, 
tive feelings, too. 

"People who know us think we're 
great volunteers," says Mrs. 
Sonagere, who teaches reading and · 
writing to Spanish-speaking adults 
in nearby El Mirage. Sun City resi• 
dents volunteer through more than 
200 service and ci vie clubs. 

"But in Phoenix, our reputation 
has given us a bad name, like we're 
living behind walls, keep to our­
selves, don't pay taxes. (Steve) Ben­
son ( the editorial cartoonist for the 
Arizona Republic) says we run over 
children on our bikes. He thinks 
he's being funny." 

One of the most controversial 
subjects Mr. Benson has tackled re­
lates to the reluctance of Sun City 
residents to pay school taxes. One 
cartoon he drew showed a golf cart 
driving up on a sidewalk where chil• 
dren were waiting for a bus. 

"It was taking out several of 
them," Mr. Benson says. "There were 
skid marks on the sidewalk to the 
street and kids sprawled out. with 
tread marks over their little bodies. 
The fellow driving the cart turns 
back with a scowl and says, 'Tax us, 
will ya'?'" 

Feelings against the cartoonist 
"run deep," he says. 

"Sometimes I feel I should sit 
down with these folks and take them 
through a course in Humor 101. We 
all love these cartoons as long as 
they're kicking someone else's 
wheelchair down the stairs. But 
when it's ours, it's not so funny. " 

l le sees his cartoons as reminders 
to Sun Citians that they're part of a 
larger community, he says, one to 
which they owe a sense of commit­
ment and cooperation. 

"It's not that I hate old people," l 

says Mr. Benson, 38. "Great Scott. I 
appreciate the wisdom and · experi­
ence and insight they have to offer . 
However , it doesn't immunize them 
from a little pointed jab now and 
then." 

He rarely visits the Sun Cities 
anymore. He doesn't, he says, "want 
to he the first drive-by shooting by 
golf cart." And he . definitely 
wouldn't want his parents to live 
there. 

"When I go to Sun City," he says, 
"I see a sterile homogeneity that 
makes for great editorial cartoons, 
perhaps, but less than ideal living 
conditions." 



'Like a paradise' 
Most Sun City residents are, in 

fact , white. Sam McGuire, 62, doesn't 
lament the lack of minorities. There 
are some, he says. 

"Here, we have Polish people," 
says Mr. McGuire, who has just fin­
ished a daily walk with his wife. 
··Just pick up a phone book and see 
the types of people here. What you 
don 't have here are Orientals, but I 
don·t miss that kind of stuff." 

The company has no statistics on 
the numher of minorities, Mr. Pion­
ski suys, c1lthough the number is 
"very, very low." One reason, he 
says. is that when the Sun Cities 
were created, minorities had neither 
the financic1l st rength nor the mobil­
ity they have today. 

James W. Mi les, one of a handful 
of J\fncan-Americuns here, is spend­
ing this Saturday at the library in 
Sun City West. He says blacks do live 
in the Sun Cities, hut most stay home 
und read. When they do mingle, it's 
at scheduled meetings with resi­
dents from their home states. 

··111 our lifetime, " says Mr. Miles, 
72, '·there were problems integrating 
the neighhorhoods we lived in. They 
wouldn ·1 sell us housing because we 
were hlack. We had to get a local fair 
hous111g ordinance passed. Here, 
the re's no discrimination in the pur­
chase of housing. This place is like a 
paradise." 

People are friendly, the sun 
shines seemingly forever, crime is 
low. Mr. Plonski says violent crime 

is nonexistent , and though there are 
occ:,sional burglaries, it's not the 
most common offense. Golf club 
theft 1s. 

One reason for the low crime rate 
is the Posse. These 400 volunteer res­
idents wear uniforms and cruise the 
Sun Cities ' streets 24 hours a day in 
20 patrol cars they raised money to 
huy. 

Two hospitals, operated by the 
nonprofit Sun Health Corp., special­
ize in such age-related illnesses as 
heart disease and Alzheimer-'s. Day 
care centers on the properties help 
S11n Ci tians with spo11ses un-0ble to 
take care of themselves. 

Across the street from the Sun 
Cities, residents shop at strip shop­
ping centers. In Sun City West, The 
Crossroads has a travel agency, 
s11permarket, hardware store and 
golf-cart shop. Up and down the 
four-lane road are a half-dozen fast­
food restaurants. Throughout the 
7,000 acres are synagogues, churches 
and a variety of banks and savings 
i nstit 11 tions. 

Sun City's 350 businesses include 
grocery stores, medical offices and a 
card shop called GT's Hallmark. GT 
is George T. Andel, whose 82-year-old 
mother, Anna, manages the busi­
ness. The store's five other employ­
ees also live in Sun City. 

"The atmosphere is different 
he re," Anna Andel says, taking a 
hreal< from her eight-hour day. "I'm 
not speaking of the uir you breathe. 
I'm speaking of the people .... Peo­
ple are very caring here. Because 
we're older, we've learned to evalu­
ate clearly what is important and 
what is not important." 

The right age 
Residents in Sun City and Sun 

City West admit that a rivalry exists 
between the two. Sun City has a rep­
utation for having an older and 
more established population. Some 
in Sun City West interpret that as 
" fuddy-duddy." 

"Sun City's where the old people 

live," says Earl Mizell , 75. 
"People say, 'Oh, you live in old 

Sun City?' " says Harriet Edwards, 
75. "I say, 'No. I live in Sun City 
proper.' " 

JoAnn and Herb Hill from Peoria, 
Ill., are renting a house in Sun City 
from Nov. 15 to March 15. The com­
munity is more "mature and run­
down,"' says Mr. Hill, 68, but the 
prices are better. ' 

Sun City's houses, the newest 13 
years old, cost about $50,000 to 
$300,000. Sun City West's new homes 
cost· from $76,500 for the 1,130-
square-foot Mesa model to $203,500 
for the 2,903-square-foot Scottsdale. 
Residents also pay annual home­
owner fees of $110. 

Today, though the Hills don 't 
plun to buy in Sun City West, they're 
touring its 14 model homes. If they 
decide to buy one, it will be built es: 
pecially for them and will be ready 
within a couple of months. 

The model homes are one-story 
and professionally decorated. 
Subtleties inside indicate that 
they're designed with the over-55 set 
in mind. Easy-to-push levers replace 
doorknobs. Higher electrical outlets 
keep residents from reaching down 
to plug something in. Every bathtuq 
has a brass grab bar. . 

When the Hills first visited tht; 
Sun Cities eight years ago, they 
thought they were "way too young': 
to live there. They wanted to live 
around people of all ages, Mr. Hill 
says. 

' 
"We thought so," adds his wife, 

"until two young couples with dogs 
moved next door. Our neighbors 
have all left. We're one of the few 
who have retired and not moved." , 

E.J. and Dagmar Alexander stroll 
through the model home village. It'~ 
their third time to be here, and 
they're ready to buy. · 

"We have more in common witb 
people our own age," says Mr. Ale~­
ander, 64. "My daughter said, 'Why 
do you want to move with all those 
old people?' I said, 'They're my 
age.' " · 

Golf carts 
even have 
their own 
parking places 
in the Sun 
Cities. 
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SUN AND,SCENERY 
ARE NOT ENOUGH 

By Igor Lobanov 
Mature Life Features 

Psychologists and others emphasize 
that for older adults, especially, 
sociability is a key factor in not only 
staying fit but in living longer, happier 
lives. As one observer pointed out," ... 
for retired people who no longer have 
the support found in the workplace, 
social interaction becomes very 
important .. 
And, for many who develop and 

operate retirement communities today 
providing an active-lifestyle environ­
ment is a strong selling point for their 
marketing effort. The number and 
variety of activities available often is in 
direct proportion to the si:ze of the 
operation - from a single apartment or 
condominium building to an entire 
community comprising varied housing 
arrangements, shopping centers, police 
and fire protection, a hospital and other 
necessities of everyday living geared 
especially to the older adult. 
Among active-adult communities 

nationwide, Del Webb Corporation's 
-'On City West, on the sundown side of 
Phoenix, is setting an energetic pace -
and providing an example for others in 
its broad scope of available recrea­
tional activities and volunteerism 
opportunities. 
The month's activity calendar for the 

21,(X)() residents may contain close to 
250 listings and include virtually every 
conceivable type of pursuit There are 
about 200 clubs, and their focus ranges 
from astronomy to woodworking, 
Jazzercise to silk flower making, choral 
groups, square and round dancing 
sessions, sychronized swimming and 
hatha yoga, French, Italian and Spanish 
speaking groups, and a host of sports 

activities. If you 're a model train buff, 
for example, there is the Railroad Club, 
housed in a 30-foot by 40-foot room 
where an impressive number of operat­
ing modei uains roll along amid a 
beautifully-detailed town and country­
side landscape layout, the whole com­
plex lovingly maintained by the 
group's 62 members. 
Anone can teach a class in a subject 

of interest When a group of 25 people 
charter themselves as a club, the 
community's management will provide 
support. 

Volunteerism is alive and well. 
Not everyone here is wrapped up solely 
in creating ceramics, singing acappela 
or swinging a golf club. Many direct 
their energies toward helping others 
for, as one resident put it, "this is the 
time (in life) to give back." 
A 1991 nationwide study showed that 
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more than four out of ten people age 60 
and older did some form of volunteer 
work. And, while most said they did it 
to help others, twenty five percent of 
them saw vohmteering :-.s a w2.y of 
meeting and interacting with people. 
Churches and religious organizations 
topped the list for volunteering, fol­
lowed by social service agencies. 
However, a survey of potential volun­
teers showed their second choice would 
be to help out in a retirement commu­
nities. 
While thrift shops, a medical equip­

ment lend-out operation and schools 
and churches in neighboring areas draw 
many volunteers, the most popular 
causes among Sun City West's resi­
dents are community security and 
preserving the environment of common 
areas. 
Law enforcement and police protection 
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SUN CONTD FROM PG. l Hells Kilchen area of New York City. I 
worked 60 hours a week and never had 

are handled by the local county a chance to donate to the community. 
sheriff's office, but tJ1ese the officers Now I CJU\ do iL It's a way to repay." 
are ai<led by a force of nearly 250 Sun Those who prefer lo "give back" by 
City West residcnu who see them- helping preserve the appearance of 
selves as pe1haps akin to that popular . their neighborhood join PR.IDES 
symbol of volunteer citizen help in tlle (ProuJ RcsiJc_uts ludcpcndcntly 
Old West: ·n1e Posse. No more sweaty Donating Essential Services). 1bc 240 
horses and dusty trail rides. 1he · fonner doctors, lawyers, engineers and 
members of lhia posse patrol the streets others are organiz.cd into commiuccs, 
iJ.1 golf~ and slightly modified directed by a section monitor, 1.hat 
police curs, checking on homes whose spend severnl houis C:ich Satmday 
owners are ou vacation, and generally ·sweeping gutteni, piclci11g up litter 
serving as the regular officers' "eyes trimming bushes and fert ilizing plants. 
and cars." Others spend time during tl1e week 
Often a husband and wife will serve as watering the shrubs and trees. (A~ a 
a team, so their 20 hours of "duly water-conservation ta<;tic, they pcriodi-
shifts" each montll (in some casr.s, this cally paint the trunks of orange trees 
means being on patrol in tlte middle of whit.c, to better reflect the Arizona 
the night) becomes a commitment sun.) 
la.ken seriously. While most of tlle Sun City management claims lhe 
volunteers have received training in PR.IDES save the county some 
first aid, traffic-control and otl1er $400,000 a year in lnbor costs. 
police skills, they do not carry weapons Watching individuals al play and 
and are instructed to avoid any direct groups of volunteers al work, one is 
confrontation witl1 criminal behavior. struck by lhc fact that, quite aside from 
Their mission is to observe and report · . tlte overall high level of physical 
any wiloward activity lo tlte regular health, I.he comradcrie and banter is an 
authorities. Still, a few residents have· important psychological element. No 
requested and received advanced reclusive retireds here. TI1cse people 
training as anned officers. Is the Possee are vitally-alive examples of the 
effective? Residents cite one of tlte premise that the later years can be 1.he 
lowest crime rates in tlle country, wilh best years. 
offen~es usually limited to break-ins or As one woman remarked, "Our 
theft from buildings wider r.onstruc- children can never get us on the 
Lion. telephone we' re on the go so much." 
For Posse members, their sense of Those who still believe that retirement 
dedication is clear. As former merchant , · years mean one must lay back and let 
Nom1 Vadnoff, second in command of time roll by, need only read a note 
the Posse and with additional training · . someone has tacked to the lmlletin 
as a weapon-carrying officer, put it board in tlie Recreation Center that 
"For 37 years I ran a retail store in tlte · · says, "We're not senior citizens, we're 

recycled teenagers." 

Copyright 1992 Mature 
Life Features 
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Womans Editor Amy Landreth reports from Arizona where, in one purpose-built 
desert. development., some 20,000 retired Americans are spending the happiest days of their lives. 

THE SHINING EXAMPLE 
The sun has just risen over the desert 

skyline when Alastair Bews sets out 
for his daily game of tennis. After, he 

comes home to breakfast with his wife 
Marcia and wastes little time before he's out 
again for a round of golf on one of the 11 
courses in Sun City, the Arizona retirement 
community where the Bews came when he 
retired. 

"This is the good life," he says looking up 
at the blue sky and the palm trees surround­
ing the first tee ... "People who have worked 
hard, brought up their families and are now 
enjoying these years of leisure in the sun. 
We love it here and the climate is marvel­
lous. Hot, but dry, no humidity. People with 
respiratory and rheumatic problems are 
better here." 

We drive gently back to their three­
bedroom, single-storey home in the Harley­
Davidson golf cart. Sun City has a special 
dispensation from the transport authorities 
to allow golf carts on the roads. Powered by 
six 12-volt batteries, they are a boon to 
elderly residents who do not want to drive 
and have largely replaced second cars 
among the retirees here. 

It is on days like this that Alastair, 69, often 
recalls his youth in North Shields i~e 
depression and contrasts it with his life now. 

As a young man he emigrated to America 
with the price of a week's lodging in his 
pocket and no job. He became a packer, 

Alastair Bews and wife Marcia: 'This is the good life,·· 
he says. 

then a salesman and rose to become a 
successful managerial executive in Phoenix, 
Arizona. He'd grown to like the State so 
much that when he retired he and Marcia 
decided to move 12 miles down the treeway 
to Sun City. It's a decision they never regret. 
A few years ago Alastair had the same cancer 
operation as President Reagan. He is now fit 
and has recently got back to the strenuous 
tennis and golf routine he'd enjoyed before 
his illness ... largely due, he thinks, to the 
atmosphere of interest. activity and well­
being this community generates: ''The only 
time I want to leave is in high summer when 
the temperature is way over the IOOs. The'l 
we go off to our little mountain hide-out and 
I fish for trout. But there is everything we 
want here. Activity, peace, friendship and a 
community that works," he says. 

What is this community, this Shangri-la for 
the over 50s? It is, in fact. a huge private 
housing development of 26,000 homes 
standing on 4900 acres of Arizona desert and 
old cotton fields 12 miles from Phoenix, the 
State capital. Its creator was Del Webb, a far­
seeing property tycoon who realised that 
the beneficial post-war union agreements 
were going to mean that more Americans 
would retire on pensions which would give 
them a comfortable life. 

Sun City is an almost autonomous com­
munity run by the senior citizens who own or 
rent homes there. There is no town council 
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and the only amenities run by the State are 
the roads, police and water and sewage. 
Everything is decided by vote by the Home 
Owners' Association. Anyone who is over 50 
- or in the case of couples, one partner- can 
live there and join the Association. Children 
under college age are not allowed so it is a 
city with no schools. 

The 400 million dollar shopping centres, 
the golf courses, concert bowl and luxurious 
recreation centres with swimming pools, 
bowling lawns, arts and crafts studios and 
therapy centres, were provided by the 
developers and residents pay around £50 a 
year for their use. Only golf green fees are 
extra. 

Mqst Sun City residents are comfortably 
off thanks largely to good occupational or 
private pensions: the State old age pension 
for a married couple is a meagre £ 13.80 a 
week, awarded at 65. For the less fortunate 
there are a number of local charities. 

Richard Howe is another of the British­
born residents I met. He joined the RAF as a 
16-year-old in 1924 then went to work for 
Lockheed in the States. Now severely 
disabled after an illness several years ago, 
with great pluck and determination he 
keeps up a rigorous exercise routine in an 
effort to regain his strength. Using his 
walking frame, he plays outdoor shuffle­
board at a club three times a week and also 
enjoys pottery classes with his wife Flor­
ence. But his main hobby is ham radtb and 
he spends many hours hoping to have a chat 
with a British ham. His call sign in Sun City 

Marcia Bews - off to the shops on her golf cart 

Arizona is WB7UNK and a call from other 
hams would make his day. 

Of his life in Sun City, where there's hardly 
a flight of stairs to be seen and every door 
takes a wheelchair, Richard says: "This is the 
perfect place. I like to go back to Britain in 
time for the cricket. but I don't want to live 
anywhere else." 

There are five basic styles for the simple, 
three-bedroom, two-bathroom detached 
single-storey house which accounts for most 
of the Sun City housing. U.S. house and land 
prices are considerably lower than those in 
the U.K. and at current exchange rates new 
homes start at around £35,000 with more 
luxurious Spanish-style villas for around 
£130,000. Even the simplest homes have 
fully-equipped tiled kitchens, bathrooms 
and air-conditioning. Front gardens are 
already landscaped with palms and exotic 
shrubs like the purple and red bougain­
villaea: the large back gardens are left to the 
residents to plant. 

I went with a new Sun City arrival, former 
regular Army sergeant, 70-year-old Sidney 
Hood, of the Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry, to 
see the home he had just bought. After 30 

years in the Army, Sidney and his wife had 
retired to Florida for health reasons. His wife 
sadly died and Sidney decided to make a 
fresh start in a new community. 

He had just bought the fully-furnished 
resale house for roughly £25,000 and all he 
wanted to do was to buy a new living-room 
carpet. But the two spare rooms and extra 
bathroom would be just right when his son 
came to visit him from Bradford. 

In one of the larger Spanish-style homes 
with wrought iron gates and a cool little 
courtyard, I met British resident Mrs. Peggy 
Bell, who hit the headlines in Fleet Street in 
1931 as Peggy Salaman, "the flying debu­
tante", when she made a record-breaking 
flight to Cape Town in a Gipsy Moth with 
aviator Gordon Store. Now in her 80s, she 
came to Sun City with her second husband 
and, like many other women here, she 
decided to stay on and make a life of her 
own when he died. 'The kindness of my 
neighbours and friends here is wonderful" 
she told me. Of the over-65s in Sun City 75 
per cent are women. Not all are on their own 
- increasing numbers join up with friends 
and one of the new plans being discussed is 
the need for specially designed shared 
homes. 

Ex-regular soldier Sidney Hood paid £25,000 for 
his Sun City home. 

Retirement housing, Sun City style. (left), Betty Rose 
met her American husband during World War 2. 

Dr. Alexander Comfort, of the British 
Society of Research on Ageing, has found 
that people age faster physically than they 
should because they run out of "evolution­
ary programmes." In Sun City, the program­
ming possibilities are endless. There are 
hundreds of organisations covering the 
fields of sport, education, religion, politics, 
fine arts and social work. Picking at random 
you will find the lkabana Club, the Ski Club, 
the Symphony Guild, the Jewish War Vet­
erans and 11 bridge clubs. 

The amount of voluntary and community 

Lorraine Barchinger has been with the Sheriffs 
Posse since retiring as a seamstress two years ago. 

work the residents do is enormous. This 
must be the most self-sufficient community 
in the West. A Thatcher Utopia in fact and 
plenty of Victorian values like cleanliness, 
thrift, and law and order much to the fore. 

No scrap of newspaper is wasted: the 
Lion's club, for instance, made £250,000 
through the sale of old papers. The wide 
streets, with orange trees down the middle 
and a 35-mile speed limit, are litter-free, 
swept at dawn by squads of volunteers who 
call themselves the Prides. The State police 
force is supplemented by a volunteer 
Sheriff's Posse, trained men and women 
who patrol the streets in Kojak-like cars and 
act as a super-efficient neighbourhood 
watch. Not surprisingly, the crime rate in Sun ► 
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City is the lowest in the countJy, though 
there have been one or two domestic 
killings. 

One of the most impressive voluntary 
efforts is the library, as large and well­
stocked as one in an English county town. 
Housed in a building provided by the 
developers, all the books have been don­
ated and a team of 200 volunteers staff it. 
Music groups range from dance groups to a 
symphony orchestra and there are two 
colleges of adult education where even 80· 
year-olds are taking degree courses. 

These are some of the benefits that Sun 
City residents have come to enjoy over the 
25 years of its life. "But no one living here 
would pretend that there have not been 
growing pains, some rather serious" says 
Jean King, an active 60-year-old who is 
president of the library company. The Home 
Owners' Association has its quota of Alf 
Garnets, all with a vote and strong views ... 
on garbage collection, dogs, mail boxes, 
noise etc. 

Nor is a community life in the sun a 
panacea for all personal loneliness. Some 
people will be lonely anywhere and some 
do not fit into the gregarious life. Those who 
come and do not like it tend to move out 
quickly, which is why one hears little 
criticism from most of the residents: others 
end up seeking the help of the local branch 
of Emotions Anonymous or the ubiquitous 
Alcoholics Anonymous. 

But. backed up by the high standard of 
medic.al c.are (they do most cataract opera­
tions with local anaesthetics in day clinics 

Sun City is equally rich in social facilities and social groups. These are the Daughters of the British Empire. 

now) and the total "life-c.are" residential 
facilities available here, research studies are 
now showing that Sun City people live active 
lives longer than other old people. Says 
Doug Morris, former editor of the local 
newspaper: 'The interest, the activity 
people find here is keeping them young. We 
have growing numbers of 85 and 90-year­
olds still playing golf and leading full lives. 
We are now getting study groups from 
Scandinavia and Japan coming to see what 
we have learnt about old age here." 

Similar retirement communities are now 
springing up all over the American sun-belt. 
and if you believe in the maxim that 
everything that happens in America hap­
pens in the rest of the world eventually, they 
could soon spread to the undeveloped sun 
spots of Europe. 

But will others in other places be pre­
pared to put into their community the work 
and effort that the Sun City pioneer pen­
sioners did 25 years ago? I wish I couki 
answer "yes". □ 
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Aus dem Walter 0. Boswell Memorial Hospital Inc., Sun City, Arizona 

Health Care in a Retirement Community 
Cleo Gundersen 
The Walter 0. Boswell Memorial Hospital (hereinafter called »Boswell Memorial 
Hospital«) is in a unique position. It is in the center of a retirement commu11ity, 
Su11 City, Arizona, which is the largest in the United States and possibly in the 
world. 111 order to tell you about the /tea/tit care provided by Boswell Memorial 
Hospital, I will have to tell you something about Sun City, as its make-up has 
such a dramatic impact on the type of health care provided. 

S.n City, Arizona was developed t~y- City. Al present, there are about 13 000 peo-
six years ago by a man of great vision, Del E. pie living in Sun City West and more arriving 
Webb. Mr. Webb was more ·than a real estate daily. The combined area is referred to as the 
developer - he was an active man, with an Sun City area. 
interest in sports and in living life to its fullest. In the Sun City area, there are sports facili-
He envisioned an active retirement communi- ties of all kinds, including lawn bowling cen-
ty for people over fifty; one in which people ters, swimming pools, whirlpools, bowling al-
could keep as busy as they liked, or just take lcys, tennis courts and seventeen golf courses. 
it easy. When the first houses were put up for The mild temperature in Arizona year round 
sale, more than I 000 people came to look makes outdoor living a great asset to these 
them over and buy. When Sun City was com- people over fifty. There is also a keen interest 
pleted in 1977, there were approximately in culture, with a Sun City Art Museum and a 
46000 people living there. Mr. Webb passed Sun City Symphony Orchestra, both of which 
away in 1975, but the Del Webb Company play an active role in the community. The 
continued his work; and after completing Sun Sundomc is an auditorium which holds over 
City, it started building Sun City West in 7000 people and brings musicians, lecturers 
1978, approximately three miles west of Sun and entertainers from all over the country. I 
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hope to be able to show you some slides to 
give you an idea of what this »heaven on 
earth« place looks like. 

The people of Sun City are not just inter­
ested in »playing« their time away. There is a 
tremendous amount of talent and knowledge 
which has temporarily »retired« there and 
this is put to use in neighboring communities, 
as well as in their own in the form of volun­
teer work done to help others. For example, 
the people of the original Sun City financed 
the building of a community center in a 
neighboring town to help the local people. In­
struction in cooking, crafts, etc. is given to 
young people at the center during the day, 
while adults arc taught to read and write Eng­
lish in the evening. Many of the adults who 
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attend the evening sessions were raised in Me­
xico and need to learn English as a second 
language in order to improve their living and 
working conditions in the United States. 
There is no charge for any of these lessons 
and the teachers are all volunteers from the 
Sun City area. 

This is just one example of the type of vol­
unteer work being done by Sun Citians. They 
also participate in other educational programs 
in neighboring towns as well as making 
recordings for the blind, etc., etc .. The list is 
endless. II has been estimated that one hun­
dred thousand hours a week of volunteer 
work is clone by these »retirees«. 

... 
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All of the above keeps people healthier, 
mentally as well as physically, than they 
would be' i'f just left to sit and think about 
their own aches and pains. Pride in communi­
ty is another great aspect of the Sun City pic­
ture. The Sun City Posse has become famous 
outside of Arizona (and has even been written 
up in some European magazines and newspa­
pers) for its work in keeping Sun City one of 
the safest places on earth in which to live. 
This group is made up of volunteers, two 

Fig. I: Walter 0. lloswell Memorial Hospital and staff - just about a third of the over 1940 
volunteers. 

hundred and ninety, including twenty-five the hospital. It is for this reason that the hos­
women, who are trained in the use of firearms pital has a continuing program of community 
and who patrol Sun City day and night pro- health lectures to keep them informed. If con­
tecting people and property. They provide fined-lo the hospital, there is a closed circuit 
t~eir own unifonns and equipn:ient ~~d us5, television station with programs consisting of 
SIX patrol cars purchased for tlus act1V1ty 15"y up-t-0.date medical infonnation available to 
co~unity con_trib_utions. (Sun Ci~y West h~ all patients. It has often been said that »a little 
a surular orgaftizatmn.) They are m constant knowledge is a dangerous thing.« It should 
contact with the local Sherifrs Department also be said that the lack of knowledge is even 
which supplies the personnel to make arrests more dangerous. For example, I believe peo­
where needed. The presence of this Posse has pie with hypertension today are much more 
been a great deterrent against crime in the apt to take their prescribed medication than 
area. they were in the days when our physicians 

Another organization which has helped kept the infonnation about our blood prcssu-
make Sun City a show place is the Sun City res to themselves. Sun Citians are very aware 
Prides. This is composed of volunteers who of their health needs and want to do every­
literally clean up and spruce up the public are- thing possible to make their remaining years 
as. They go out early in the morning twice as comfortable, physically, as possible. In­
wcckly, prune trees, pick up oranges which structions arc given by hospital personnel in 
may have fallen from the ornamental orange the home care of the elderly so that husbands 
trees which line the streets, and generally keep and wives can help their mates with the least 
the 'area spotless. After their hours of work, strain on their own possibly failing health. In 
they meet for a friendly breakfast get-to- this respect, there is another volunteer organi­
gether. There are hundreds of people invol- zation, The Interfaith Services, which meets 
ved in this work and they, too, are supported in an number of churches and provides adult 
by contributions from Sun Citians for their day care for those persons who not are be­
equipment needs. dridden but who require supervision and 

T~is brings us to the health needs of this whose mates need a few hours off from this 
unusual community. Being active and ex- constant burden of care. 
tremely interested in all going on about them, For those who are unable to cook and get 
Sun Citians are particularly interested in their nutritious meals necessary for good health, an 
health. They know more about myocardial organization called Meals on Wheels has been 
infarctions and aneurysms than the average fonned. Boswell Memorial Hospital has an 
sprinkling of middle-aged people in the rest of active part in this organization. Each day, 
the country. They attend lectures and demon- hundreds of meals are prepared by the Dicta-
strations given by Boswell Memorial Hospital ry Department of the hospital and are delive-
and participate in health fairs sponsored by red by volunteers. There are no government 
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subsidies for this service and the approxi­
mately one hundred recipients pay $3.00 a 
day to receive one hot meal for lunch (which 
is when the meals are delivered) and a cold 
meal for supper. This service is available only 
on a doctor's order. 

In many homes in Sun City there is a 
sticker on the refrigerator door informing 
people there is a » Vial of Life« inside. This 
small bottle (which is attached to a shelf) con­
tains up-to-date information on any medica­
tion which the occupants of the house use, in 
case they are found in a coma or other condi­
tion where they are unable to give this vital in­
formation. The location of the medicine in 
the house is also given. Along the same line, 
Boswell Mttnorial Hospital has instituted a 
Boswell Care Card program whereby all peo­
ple in the community are asked to fiU out 
fonns giving all their health infonnation, 
insurance coverage, etc .. These are kept on 
file at the hospital under their social security 
numbers and are available if and when they 
are ever brought to the hospital so that time is 
not wasted getting this infonnation on admis­
sion, especially if they are brought in as emer­
gencies. 

While in the hospital, patients' charts are 
reviewed on a regular basis by nurses doing 
utilization review for the Utilization Review 
Committee. This is to make sure no one is 
kept in beyond his need for acute care. How­
ever, the Medical and Surgical Quality As­
surance Committees of the hospital are the 
watchdogs for the best quality of medical care 
being given. It docs not matter how long a pa­
tient is kept in if the hospital is the place he 
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needs to be. These long-stay patients repre­
sent a financial loss to the hospital, but the 
quality of care comes first and financial reim­
bursement consideration second. 

Hospital care takes on a different aspect 
when it comes to the elderly, especially in a 
retirement community. In most all cases, 
there is either no one home to care for the pa­
tient on discharge or, at best, an elderly mate 
who also has physical handicaps. For this rea­
son, discharge planning is commenced at the 
time of admission, with consideration given 
as to what type of environment will be needed 
at the time of discharge. With the United Sta­
tes Government paying most of the hospital 
bills for the elderly, it is most imperative that 
these · hospital stays be shortened to just the 
time required for acute skilled care, and not 
for convalescence. In the United States, there 
are three distinct types of nursing homes 
available: one for skilled nursing care (as 
distinguished from acute nursing care requi­
red for inpatients), one for intermediate care, 
and one providing just extended care, someti­
mes on a long term basis. In addition to these 
types of care, Boswell Memorial Hospital has 
a home health program which is available at 
discharge, on physician request, as well as a 
homemaker program to aid in unskilled nur-

Fil(. l: Activities of Sun City people 
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sing activities as well as some general home 
help such as shopping, chauffeuring, etc .. All 
of the above are available to the Social Ser­
vice Department of the hospital as it makes its 
discharge plans for each individual patient. 

There is a volunteer organization within the 
community called the Sunshine Services 
which provides all sorts of health care equip, 
ment ... hospital beds, walkers, canes, exercise 
bikes (on request of physician), and just ab­
out anything you can imagine in this line (free 
of charge) to the residents of Sun City. When 
needed, arrangements for the availability of 
this equipment are made by the Social Service 
worker of the hospital prior to discharge. 
This organization is supported entirely by 
contributions from within the community, 
both from individuals and from houses of 
worship. Incidentally, the Sunshine Services 
also provide (free of charge) equipment need­
ed for visiting grandchildren such as cribs, 
strollers, highchairs, playpens, etc., as an ad­
ded service to the community! 

Boswell Memorial Hospital has grown with 
Sun City, starting with a building made up of 
two round towers and one hundred and twen­
ty beds in 1970. The architecture of this build­
ing provides circular patient units making it 

ORIGINAL/A. 

possible for the nursing staff to be in the cen­
ter of each unit and allowing clear visibility 
into every room from the nursing station. 
This arrangement is also very reassuring to 
the patients, as they can see the nurses. Each 
registered nurse usually has three or four pa­
tients under her primary care which allows 
very personal care to be given without the 
need for private duty nurses, except in unu­
sual cases. There are also nursing aids at each 
station as well as volunteers (male and female) 
from the Hospital Auxiliary group. These 
volunteers assist in many ways - equipping 
rooms with the necessary set-ups such as wash 
basin, water pitcher, glass, etc. on admission; 
escorting patients in and out in wheel chairs; 
retrieving needed supplies or special food 
trays; and doing many other chores, thereby 
freeing nurses for their more important du­
ties. Husband and wife teams often arrive at 
the hospital before 6 A.M. to serve coffee and 
pastry to those patients who are awake and 
not on a fasting schedule. This is really appre­
ciated by the patients as breakfast does not 
arrive until around 9 A.M .. 

(wird fortgesetzt in PMD 3/ 1987) 
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A us dem Walter O. Boswell Memorial Hospital, Inc., Sun Cit)', Arizona 

Health Care in a Retirement Community 
Cleo Gundersen (Continuation) 

71,e Walter O. Boswell Memorial J lospital (hereinafter called ';.1Joswell Memorial 
Hospital«) is in a unique position. It is in the ce¢of a retirement community, 
S11n Cit)', Arizona, which is the largest in the United States and possibly in the 
world. There are also nursing aids at each station as well as vol11nteers from the 
llospital Auxiliary group. 

Lese volunteers help in many dcp;ytmcnts 
throughout the hospital providing a very ne­
cessary service. In 1984, a total o f 230000 
hours of ~rvicc were given by the_ ~ ospital 
Auxiliary. In addition, a monetary contribu­
tion of S 147 000 was made allowing Ifie hospi­
ta l to purchase special equipment which 
would have been too costly to come out of 
the regular budget. It would be.hard to opera­
te a hospital without this special kind of help. 

Since these volunteers come from the retire­
ment community itself, they arc able to relate 
to the patients very easily. At present, there 
arc approximately 1940 volunteers doing this 
work at Boswell Memorial Hospital. It might 
be added that the volunteers invo lved often 
feel they benefit as much, if not more, than 
the patients! 

A, an offshoot of the volunteer program, a 
Telephone Reassurance Service has been 
established which keeps in touch with people 
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who arc living alone o r with an ailing spouse. 
Through this system, persons living under 
these conditions (and who express a desire to 
participate in this program) contact the vol­
unteers at the hospital each morning to let 
them know they are all right. If the volunteers 
do not receive a call, they call the retiree to 
make sure he/she is fine; and if they receive 
no answer, they contact neighbors and, if 
necessary, the police, to alert them that there 
may be someone in need at that home. There 
is no charge for this service. 

With the growth of the Sun City popula­
tion. a third tower was added to the hospital 
in 1978 followed by a fourth in 1981 which 
has expanded the number o f beds to 355. 

In March of 1983, a Rehabilitatio n Unit 
was created at the hospital to handle the 
needs of those persons recovering from 
slrokes as well as injuries and crippling disea­
ses. Physical medicine and rehabilitation ser­
vices arc provided to approximately I 50 pa-

Cleo Gundersen 

tients a day, both inpatient and outpatienl, in 
the form of physical therapy, occupational 
therapy, speech therapy and behavioral medi­
cine through a team approach. On this unit, 
patients use a common dining room which 
prepares them for rc:;uming normal adult ac­
tivi1ies o n discharge from the hospital. 

In addilion 10 lhc above, a specially design­
ed (al l copper conslruction) free standing fa­
cility for Magnetic Resonance Scanning was 
buih on 1hc hospital grounds in January 1984 
followed by lhc Sun Cily Cardiac Center to 
handle cardiac catheterizations in April of 
1984. In November of 1984, the Eye Institute 
was added. This Jailer handles all oulpatient 
eye surgery formerly done at the hospital by 
fourteen of the hospital's Ophthalmology 
Staff. Boswell has pioneered in the use of out­
patient cataract surgery techniques for the el­
derly, with an average caseload at the lnsti­
lute of o ne hundred procedures per week. 

f1g. J: Tire lovely la­
dies in the red and 
white outfits is of a 
,:roup of dancers in 
,\im City known ar the 
f'om /'om Girls. 71,eir 
m•erage age is high in 

. the 60's, with many of 
' them up in their 70's, 

includin,: the choreo­
,:rapher lt"hO .rtartet 
the group who is in 
the ,·ery middle in the 
front row. She is 78! 
They are asked to give 
exhibitions in dancing 
all m·er the country 
and are a ,treat a,frer­
tisemel/l for S1111 City • 
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r here is an active cardiac rehabilitation 
•gram at the hospital, for both inpatients 
I outpatients, whereby they are monitored 
they resume activities following heart at­
<s or heart surgery. The hospital provides 
od pressure checks on outpatients free-of­
rge, although most people in Sun City 
J need to check their blood pressures buy . 
r own equipment and do it themselves. 

n 1985, an additional problem was solved, 
1icularly with regard to discharge plan­
! , with the building of a 128 bed skilled 
,ing facility on the hospital grounds. It 

become increasingly difficult to place 
,y of the discharged patients in the proper 
, ing setting, so the hospital provided one. 
of these additional centers are meeting the 
Js of an aging population. There is also a 
ipad on the hospital grounds to help in the 
,sfer of patients via helicopters between 
Boswell medical center and o ther medical 
lilies in the Phoenix area. 

he Community Health branch of the hos­
: has organized many ongoing support 
1ps for the spouses of patients with chro­
discases such as Alzheimer's, Parkinso-
1, Multiple Sclerosis, ostornies, Diabetes 
'itus, etc .. These are also a form of »pre-
1ve« medicine, as they help the spouses of 

these patient, maintain their sanity under very 
trying circumstances which could affect their 
own physical health. In addition, the Boswell 
Hospital Volunteer Services Department 
works with the American Cancer Society in a 
program offering support to cancer patients 
and their families; and the HOSPICE con­
cept o f care for the terminally ill in their 
homes, although not officially sponsored by 
the Boswell Memorial Hospital, has the sup­
port and experience of many hospital employ­
ees. 

/ The extension of life by medical science can 
also present problems insofar as who is going 
to pay the bills for our living longer. How­
ever, if this extension of life can be accompa­
nied by good mental and physical health, as is 

-evidenced by the Sun City lifestyle of activity, 
·Chen contributions to society can be made far 
into what are now regarded as the advanced 
years, and the knowledge and experience of­
fered can benefit mankind tremendously. 
This is our goal for the future! 

t'. Oeo Gundersen, A.R.T:, Boswell Memo­
• rial Hospital, Sun City; Az. 85351 
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D VMD-Fortbildungskurs 
Krankenhaus-Jnfonnations­
systeme 
Zcit: 14. bis 18. September 1987 

Ucginn: 14. Sept. 1987 um 10.00 Uhr 

Ort: lnstitut fiir Medizinischc lnfor­
matik, Heinrich-Buff-Ring 44, 6300 
Giellcn. 

TcilnahmegebUhr: 150 DM, Ermfilli­
gung fiir Mitglieder nach Rticksprache 
m(>glich. 

Mindestteilnehmerzahl: 12 

Anmeldung bis IS. Aug. 1987 
Themcnkatalog: 
Typisierung von Krankenhaus-Com­
putersystemen, Paticntcnaufnahme, 
Leistungscrfassung, Tcxtverarbeitung, 
Rechnungswesen, Matcrialwirtschaft, 
Bcstellwcsen, Klinische Subsysteme 
- Labor 
- R<>ntgenologie 
- Blutbank 
- Virologie 
- Mikrobiologie, 
Anwendung entscheidungsunterstilt­
zendcr Vcrfahren. 

4: The indoor pool shown is the largest indoor pool in Ariwna. There are six other outdoor pools in Sun City and at 
three in Sun City West. / 
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Editor's Note' -
Bernard Guella is the Washi~~on 
correstxmdent for the Patis dai Le/ 

_Monde, where this installment of his 
senes on Phoenix first appeared. 

B. ~~ND·:•.":t' · .: V }; • . .. , 

THE GOLDEN AGE ,--. 
Life is a gaudy ghetto when the 
walls shut out life - and banning 
real youth, the residents act · 
·the part. 
BY BERNARD GllE I I~ 

. Elegantly piercea by narrow openings. I -
of latticework, tne wall surrounding Sun 
City cuts it off from Arizona, from the 1 

world and from life. Neither closed doors• \ 
nor guards forbid.you to enter, but neither 

1974. Delbe rt Eugene Webb.wasn1s 
name, and he was born, seven months 
before the century opened, in California 
where his maternal grandfather, a · 
German peasant, had constructed one of 
the first irrigation systems. His father, an will anything prevent you from wishing to 

flee, so hard 1t is - in a city where the 
median age i:; 61, and the 45,000 
inhabitants are all retirees - not to smell 
death everywhere. 

It floats on breath that is furiously 
perfumed to cut the stale smell of 
medication. Insolently, it spreads through · 
the ruined body of this absent man who 
wanders in shorts and slippers in the 1/ 
aisles of a supermarket. Tasteless and 
vulgar, it decks out in garishly colored 
outfits elegant old women with tired flesh. 
Obsessively, it makes you look, at every. 
stre~t coi;ner,,a~ th~ end of every grassy 
expanse, for the cemetery thaffs not~ ....... ~ 
~ho~ on the map, whi91-decency forbids· ., 
mqumng about, but which should be here .. 
somewhere - especially here, more ' : 
s~IY.f:!1~,in anr.o~er pla~. · .. , . -~. . '. . 

' . IJeatll lS nere, :but in fact),l~~y flees.'. l 

On the contrary, 1rattracys - 1t 1s ~e ;-·, , , 
amazing real esta~ agent for a gi;ruus-of a l 

' dev~l~r-wh.<l_camaj} ehereonfu~dar,of.~«V•'" 
~the~~tiatf6iial·ho1idiMJWy,4-T~· ~ • 

. ·· . _ . .,~-~--· . ... :; 

_ entrepreneur, was'the son of an English 
evangelist and a great baseball fan, and it 
is ~mly logical that these ingredients, 
mJXed together, would produce a 
legendary American whose personal 
fortune, in 1969, amounted to more than 
'$-100 million. 

A J\.'EW LIFESTYLE 

T\aturally. he had no money in his 
pocket \,·hen he anived in Phoenix - a 

. dassic beginning - where the hope that 
the hot ("but dr/i air would be good for 
his poor health had brought him. Next 
came the boss who went bankrupt and 
the customer who helped him to get the 
business and th us to a-eate the Del E. 
Webb Construction Company, which 
would do construction work for the 
Pentagon and wh9se first work _outsid~ 
Phoenix would be'in the gamblmg capital 
on the Nevada border, Las Vegas. 

Del Webb was tall; he dressed ~ith 
style, financed a famous baseball tean: 
and hobnobbed with presidents. but hts 
glorv. the one that put him on the cover of 
Tinie in 1962 (and perhaps won him a 
amti11ucd m1 page 40 



l~-'i~ ~eii~'i~~~ 91 tlfelUI)ited 4~ if'.. ,tinted windows R~n to letout only ::": . 
1tes) was~un C:'.Jty. ~ '.i:~~- · -?t• • ..: .. '-: grandparents, Without grandchildren· the 
Thirty ·years ago soml uun.'y miles ;· human legitimacy of "active retireme~t" 
rthwest of Phoenix, there was nothing should at least be a subject for discussion. 
t lhe cotton fields bordering a hamlet of Whether their purpose is the exclusion of 
>dest homes of retirees. Del Webb had I certain kinds of people, to erect a 
d his eye on these fields ever since I barricade against the outside world or for 
f?re thew~ when he ~ad bui!t nearbr a solidarity,_ the g~etto is a basic elem~nt of 
htary base important m the history o the Amencan city. But nowhere - not in 
1oemx. the ruins of a miserable black 
In one stroke in 1959 Del Webb neighborhood, not in the unreality of a 
quired some 1,800 acres, built a large Chinatown, nor in the wordlessly 
If course, a "relaxation center" excessive splendor of Beverly Hills, nor 
1 nplete with cafeteria, bowling, the limits of the white blocks of 
crcise rooms and craft studios and , Washington, nor the homosexual section 
,ally, a shopping center - and five, just of San Francisco - nowhere are children, 
e, model homes. He invented "active purely and simply, prohibited from 
irement" and a "new iifestyle," . residmg. 
,rases on which all his advertising , ln Sun City, whose name provokes 
ntered. Thus old age became a version laughter, the babies are fifty r,ears old -
youth entertained by sports, the the age below which you can t move in 
·izona sun and intense social life among unless Y(!U have a spouse who's crossed 
ople of the same age and income. Two tbat barner - and when children come 
,spoons of America ("to be happy, --for vacation or for a Sunday visit, they 
1ile! To be yoWJg, act the part, etc."); only have access to two of the pools, for 
0 teaspoons of understanding the times two 1-ho~r periods a day. In order to see 
d the ad vent of leisure - and, voila,on J ~em ashttleas possible and to 
,: first day 100,000 visitors set foot on a , dtsc~urage _them ?s much as possible -

· and if a difficult divorce or the departure 
Ne taught our children to be of both parents obliges the children to 
olsy, disrespectful, · come and live in Sun City - they must 
idependent. Now • .. the only obtain special authorization. Of the 
ling we can do Is move away 45,000 people living in the town, 53 were 
om them." younger than 18in 1980,oroneo~tofa -

thousand. c that needed only their money to 
come a jackpot. 
Two hundred and sixty houses were 
Id in one weekend, 1,300 in a year and 
,m there were 26,000. And in 1978 
111e Sun City West, which already has 
iOO inhabitants and will have 40,000 by 
, . end of the century. What that means is 
1t in fifteen years 80,000 "senior 
izens" (the American euphemism for 
Id people") will live here, thrown back 
, themselves in an almost continuous 
ban fabric - people who, thanks to the 
()gress of medical science, will tend to 
capture a lifestyle that is one step 
·yond "The Golden Age." ' 
In 1980, 10 percent of Americans were 
, or older and just 1 percent were over 
,. But those percentages will be 11 and 
respectively, in the year 2000 and 11.5 
rcent and 2.5 percent by 2040. 
ortunately," wrote Newsweek recently, 
mmenting on these statistics, aged 
,rents are themselves taking better care 
:m ever of the burden that tl1ey pose, 
1anks to retirement communities." 
Fortunately? Once you have passed 
rough the surround mg wall, you enter 
10 a banal American suburb. The 
·eels have grassy strip berms and the 
,uses have tiny gardens with barbecues. 
om porch to l)Orch - above which often 
,ats the Star-Spangled Banner -
lewalks curve gently to allow cars to 
1de more easily into garages. The 
rmotony of the streets is so anesthetic 
;it you never know for sure whether xou 
,ve passed ten intersections or are still 
,zen in the same spot. 
The landscape is a familiar one, but 
hen, on a parking lot, car doors with 

Standing uprigh~ in the J?OOl at high 
noon, they ~at _while ~alkmg in the 

' water or domg hmbenng exercises. 
Oth~rs r:ead and doze on deck chairs, and 
to d1sgmse one affliction or another few 
choose to wear swimming suits A ~oman 
woulqn't show off her body any~here, at 
77, w1thaplungmgnecklineorher 
buttocks overflowing her suit. And those 
forgotten comforts count for a lot. But in 
any case: How can anyone choose to Ii ve 
in ~11n r;.._.,., 

"THAT'S LIFE" . 

.. Everyh?,dy cried out that this was 
p~d1se, ev~ryone talking at the same 

time ma genume rage to be convincing. 
And here 1s w~at was heard from the 
cacoJ?h_ony - it could have been a 
televtsH;m spot not even the best agency 
on Madison Avenue could have dreamed 
up for Del Webb. 
-~tead of being in a wheelchair I am 

exhausted by all the actlVltJes that'we 
have here." 

"Here, the people are marvellous." 
"Well, in the first place, what do you 

have against the Garden of Eden?" 
"Every winter of my life, I lived in the 

Chicago snow, and now the only snow I 
. see is on television." 

"We even have a theater and I was 
never on-stage before coming here." 

"Here we can just shut the door and 
leave for our vacation without being 
afraid of a buI]lary." 
., On~ mi_nute. Time out! A question: 
N:obody .~s bothered by the exclusion of 

ch1l~re!}? And evecybody, without 
hesitation: "No, not at all. On the 
contrary r"'And the racket starts again 

,,e'\1en louder: • ' 

:· tierore 11e!t :,an rranasco, my new 
neighbor's children broke my windows 
just like that, forfun." ' 

"The children, we raised them we 
helped them and now we want to' think of 
ourselves." 
· · Colonel McKinnis, who leads the Sun 
City Lions Clul:> and who donated a small 
pu~lic transpo~tion system.to the city 
for_ its poorer residents, remamed quiet. 
_Like we used-to say in Europe, That's 

lif~," he murmured before going to join his 
friend Sam for a cup of coffee. The 
colonel: "We taught our children to be 
noisy, d,is~esrectful, independent. Now • 
we_don t hke 1t, and the only thing we can 
do 1s to move away from them." 

The golf courses are superb, the pools 
long ?nd deep, the clubs innumerable, the 
hospitals and doctor:, ~?nveniently at 
hand, a voluntary m1htia ensures security 
(complete with a sheriffs star on 
members' chests), and then there are the 
porn Porns - a troupe of majorettes who 
Jump, dance, kick UJ) their legs and do 
cartwhe~ls at Sun City's medjan age, 
dresse~ m boots an~ fishnet stockings. 

9.bviously, there 1s also alcoholism, 
su10de, savmgs that dwindle or pensions 
which don't keep up with inflation those 
who shut themselves in and those 'whose 
bodies are discovered in locked-up 
houses; the loneliness of widows and 
battles over who will snare a widower. 
They speak of these things in hushed 
tones the way they speak of the families 
who don't even make the trip for the 
funeral but only send the order to sell the 
house. 

Not a single Sun City resident will say 
anything bad about it and, apparently, not · 
only because that would lower the value 
of the house. Mike, in his sixties: "You 
see, we can eat dinner together and chat 
but more tl1an one evening would be ' 
boring .... I would not rather be in Ohio 
without the sun, waiting for my son to ' 
come home from work and wondering 
whether or not he will have time to play 
cards with me." 

What can you say in response to that? 
That we must, unfortunately, leave 
beca~se we have ~n apJ)?intment very 
early m the mommg with a firefighter -
but_ that, tha:f s !]1e next_part of the story in 
which we will fmd that m Phoenix a 
young wan has no cause for despair, not 
even from the state of the labor unions. □ 

Translated by Rimi Geahel and Nancy 
Kool. 



U) 

~ 
N 

c3 
~ 
~ 

I 
8; 
I!:/) 
3: 

! 
~ 
0 
H 
...:I 
i:Q 

~ 

f;! 

......__ -

\J"\ 

~ 
.-t 

.-t 

.-t 

>-< 
1 

Q 
c:c'l 
c:... 

~ 
~ 
H 

Cl) 

~ 
0 
~ 

.l'Qeo 6 I Hay JJ, 1985 I Homa /llurtrated 

¥!,o~!!!m!f {4 
new deinp &e~ved dg 

HOMES -ILLUSTRATED! 

Sun City opened in January, 1960. Over 100,000 
visitors viewed the new community during the 

premiere and 262 homes were sold the first weekend. 
That initial year ended with sales of 1,301 homes and 
apartments and a population of 2500. By 1965 the 
population was 7,500. It doubled by 1970 to 15,000. 
Today the community has more than 48,000 resi­
dents, making it the seventh largest community in 
Arizona. 
ORIGINAL FACrLITIES 

The success of Sun City was based on the facilities 
being available before the residents arrived. Prior to 
the grand opening, Sun City already had: 

• A Recreation Center with swimming pool, lawn 
bowling greens, shuffleboard courts, meeting 
hall, club and meeting rooms and hobby studios . . 

• Nine holes of the first golf course, with the sec-
ond nine holes under construction 

• Shopping Center 
• Motor hotel with restaurant 
• Model homes 

PRESENT FACrLITIES 
• Seven recreation complexes. They offer tbe 
. following: 

Seven swimming pools (one indoor) 
8 lawn bowling greens 
n shuffleboard courts (18 air-conditioned, 
indoor) 
Four miniature golf courses 
Studios for almost f!"cry kind of hobby or craft 
Card and meeting rooms 
Exercise rooms 
Therapy pools 
Five auditoriums (one with 1,800 capacity) 
17 tennis courts 
40 bowling lanes 
Boa:i and horseshoe courts 
Boating and fishing lake 
Pool and billiards rooms 
Roller skating rink 
40,000 volume library 

Racquetball courts . 
Residents currently pay $52 per year per person for 

use of these facilities. (Exception: A'minimal line rate 
is charged for bowling and nominal "club fees" are 
charged for lawn bowling and the use of certain arts 
and crafts facilities). Residents own the recreation 
centers and have ~t up a non-profit corporation with 
paid staff to govern and maintain them. To provide an 
orderly pattern of use of these facilities, Sun Citians 
have formed over 300 clubs and organizations in the 
categories of civic, church, charitable, recreation and 
service.. 

• Eleven golf courses, ten 18-hole layouts and one 
9-hole. Three of these arc private country clubs. 
Of the eight community courses, two are par-60 
executive courses, one a nine hole course and the 
other five arc full sized par-72 layouts. 

• Sun City's Sun Bowl is a 7,SO<k:apacity outdoor 
amphitheater, grass-terraced with a shell-type 
stage. Leased to the resident non-profit organi­
z.ation it is utilized for amateur and professional 
entertainment, picnics, physical fitness pro­
grams, carnivals aud fairs and general meetings. 

• Sun City Stadium is spring training head­
quarters for the 1982 American League 
champion Milwaukee Brewers, home field for the 
Sun City Saints :women's fast pitch amateur 
softball team and the Sun City-Sun City West 
Senior slow-pitch softball league. 

• Lakeview and Bell Center Lanes are modern, 
completely automat~ bowling facilities. They 
feature the new electronically computerized 
scoring machines. 

• Seven major shopping centers. There are now 
approximately -400 businesses and professional 
offices in the community . . 

• 20 fine restaurants, plus nine golf course and 
bowling alley coffee shops and three dining 
rooms in private clubs. · 

• 35 religious organiz.ations meet in their own 
house of worship or in community rooms, rep~ 
senting nearly every major faith. 

ii 
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SUN CITY, 1960 - It all began with these five De l Webb model homes, 25 years ago. 

• 21 branch banks and 22 savings and loan offices. 
plus 5 brokerage houses. 

• Walter 0 . Boswell Memorial Hospital. a modern 
medical facility with 271 beds. The circular 
patient wings with centrally located nursing 
stations provide visual monitoring and qu ick 
access to every room. When the hospital's fourth 
tower is completed bed capacity will be 355. 

• Eight medical buildings. The largest pro,~des 
over 100,000square feet of usableofficespacefor 
doctors. dentists, laboratories, phannacies, x-ray 
offices and other medical technicians. 

• Sun Valle)' Lodge, a nursing and health care 
facility operated by the United Church of Sun 
City. 

• Beverly Manor Convalescent Center, a 195-bcd 
care facility, features three 65-bed wings, two for 
skilled nursing and one for intennediate and 
skilled care. 

• T he Carillons, an 80-unit catered living facility 
for residents who wish to maintain individuality 
and independence, yet have necessary services 
available under the same roof. 

• Sunshine Service provides medical and sick 
room equipment. wheel chairs, emergency beds · 
and children's equipment and many other serv­
ices on a free loan basis to residents. 

• Lakes Club, a private dining facility on 
Viewpoint Lake. It has a large din ing room with 
dance area, cocktail lounge and bar, and 500-
capacity ballroom. 

• Agricultural Gardens, where residents are 
assigned 20x40 plots where they can grow 
vegetables. 

• Trailer compound provides residents with 
enclosed park for trailers, campers, boats, etc. at 
a minimal annual fee. 

• Rancho Estates features homes on acre or larger 
lots. ranch-fenced corrals , option stalls and tack 
room, and bridle paths leading to the nearby 

· Agua Fria river bed. Stables are also available 
west of Riverview Golf Course for horse owners 
living in other parts of Sun City. 

• Bell Plaz.a: Twin office buildings, housing the 
administ rative offices of Del E. Webb Develop­
ment Co., office and class rooms for Arizona 
State University and Rio Salado College, and 
professional offices for accountants, a ttorneys, 
insurance agents and stock brokerage firms. 

S UN CITY WEST 
With Sun City's development completed, the Del E. 

Webb Development Co. has built a new resort• 
retirement community - Sun City West. Like its 
s ister city, Sun City West is a complete environment 
tailored to the needs and desires of persons 50 years of 
age and older. Standing by its conviction that active 
retirement lends immeasurable quality to one's 
mature years, the Webb Company has created in Sun 
City West a community abundant in cultural, 
creative and recreational opportunities. 

VACATION SPECIAL 
Sun City West offers a unique vacation opportunity 

to those wishing to sample the community's active 
adult lifestyle. The Sun City West Vacation Special 
package includes accommodat ions in a lovely, 
furnished apartment, a get-acquainted continental 
breakfast, one round of golf and three lines of bowling 
per person, and a guest acti,~ty card for u~ of other 
community recreation facilities. 

Husband or wife must be 50 years or older, with all 
guests being a minimum age of 19. 
INTRODUCTORY RATES: 

May I to Scpl. 30 - $150 per week 
Oct. I to Dec. 31 - $250 per week 
Jan. 1 to April 30 - S350 per week 

SILVER EDITION HOME SHOW 
Sun City West's "Silver Edition Home Show" is a 

stunning collection of 17 models offering lour modes 
of living - single family, duplex, garden home and 
patio home. Basic prices range from $58,000 to 
$200,000. 

For addit~! ,r.format,on contact: 
Del E.. Wtbb ~tlo;,mtnt C, 
New S..~ [)eponmtnt 
P.O &,. n,; 
Sun C,,~ Wn,t , A:1::'l:W f,5..l:"'.: 
((.IY/ l ,-., .._..-
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Has sun Citv 
come of Age? 
At the ripe old age of 25, the Arizona retirement communitv 
bas become a living laboratorv of the American familv. 
By SUSAN DENTZER 

The name itself seemed to sum up the 
promise: Sun City-a glittering Shangri­
La where none of the inhabitants need 
ever really grow old. Since the famous 
Arizona retirement community op~ged its 
doors in 1960, the Fountain of Youth fan­
tasy has proved an effec✓elure for thou­
sands. It began as a smattering of modest 
homes, recreation centers and golf courses 
plunked down in the desert northwest of 

elsewhere as the elderly population grows. 
At the same time, Sun City represents an 

interesting study in a relatively new form of 
segregation, illustrating what can happen 
when the elderly place themselves apart 
from the rest. Sun City's age exclusiveness 
may have helped many of its residents lead 
more fulfilling lives, but it has also pitted 
residents' interests against those of the 
larger community. Sun City and its newer 
sister community, Sun City West (popula­
tion: 12,000), have won special zoning re-

strictions to preserve them 
for senior citizens; they 
have also pulled out oflocal 
school districts, refusing to 
share the full tax burden of 
educating a younger gen­
eration. How the future 
needs of the elderly will 
be reconciled with others' 
needs is the question that 
haunts Sun City-just as it 
will increasingly haunt the 
nation as a whole. 

Aerobics: Problems lurk behind the promise of a fuller life 

Wonder: So extraordi­
nary an archetype is Sun 
City, in fact, that it almost 
justifies its developer's de­
scription as the Seventh 
Wonder of Arizona (after 
sites like the Grand Canyon 
and Lake Powell). The proj-

Phoenix- built around a brilliant market­
ing concept that its developer dubbed "ac­
tive retirement." Today it is a thriving 
community of 46,000 celebrating its 25th 
anniversary and beginning to display some 
silver threads among the gold. 

Sun City has always been a microcosm 
of demographic trends, tracing its origins 
in part to the postwar sweep of millions to 
the Southwest. But the community has 
also become a kind of living laboratory 
that may foreshadow the future of the 
American family. In reality, it's a tale of 
two cities: there are thousands of affluent, 
active and healthy residents for whom Sun 
City is a self-contained environment where 
they can comfortably live out their years. 
Yet as Sun City residents age--and as new 
retirees bring their own elderly par­
ents with them- there are also the poor, 
the lonely and the seriously ill. Their 
problems seem intractable, but many of 
Sun City's solutions could be emulated 

ect was conceived in the late 
1950s by construction magnate Del E. 
Webb, who took a look at a modest Arizona 
retirement community called Youngtown 
and decided its thriving success hinted at an 
untapped market. He bought 8,900 acres of 
nearby farmland; spent $2 million building 
five model homes, a shopping center and 
other recreational facilities, and took out 
ads promoting "An Active Way of Life!" for 
those over 50. When it opened in January 
1960, buyers quickly plunked down the 
minimum $500 payment on 262 concrete­
block homes, selling for a median price of 
$11,000. Sun City was in business. 

The first residents, known to this day as 
the Pioneers, represented a profound shift 
in American society. "Before World War II 
very few retired people even left the neigh­
borhood," says Fred P. Kuentz, chairman 
ofDevco, the Del E. Webb Corp. unit that 
developed Sun City. But all that changed 
with developments that transformed the 
postwar era. Savings accumulated during 
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A local bike club rolls throuyh Sun City West Del Webb's marketiny concept-'actlve retirement'-may have helped many live more fuffimey llves 

the boom years that followed the war boost­
ed retirees' living standards. Coupled with 
social security, many had a more than liv­
able income, freeing them from the need to 
rely on their children for support. 

Millions began to leave their families be­
hind, mainly for the warmer climates of 
Florida and the Southwest. Few who ended 
up in Sun City realized they were part of 
such a massive trend. "We just stepped into 
it with our mouths wide open. It was an 
experiment for all of us," recalls Pioneer 
and former Illinois resident Gamet Burn­
ham, 80, who with her hus­
band, Reuben, 82, bought 
a home in Sun City in Feb­
ruary 1960. The experiment 
flowered. As Del Webb kept 
on building, the Bumhams 
and other Sun Citians fash­
ioned the development in­
to a community- adding 
country clubs, dozens of 
houses of worship, activities 
groups and a volunteer net­
work so extensive it could 
practically tum back the 
Salvation Army. 

number of Sun City retirees have fled 
from the high cost of living and conges­
tion of California and even Florida. Sun 
City greets them with a mild form of conges­
tion all its own: the recreation centers are 
often crowded with residents engaging in 
athletic activities and crafts (one of the most 
popular ofwhich,judging by Sun City sar­
torial standards, seems to be making West­
ern-style men's string ties). The 18 golf 
courses in Sun City and Sun City West are 
routinely packed; more than 1 million 
rounds of golf were played on them in 1984. 

For the most part, Sun City seems to have 
sprung straight from an old high-school 
civics textbook as a kind of model commu­
nity. Involvement in community affairs 
runs deep, and a profound spirit of pride 
makes Sun City in many respects a very 
attractive place to live. When Devco com­
pleted Sun City and turned street mainte­
nance over to Maricopa County in 1979, 
Sun Citian Joe McIntyre, a retired retailing 
executive, organized the Prides-375 vol­
unteers who perform such tasks as keep­
ing shrubs trimmed and cleaning the 

drain ditches. Sun City may 
well be the only place in 
the country where "former 
presidents of banks sweep 
the streets on Saturday 
morning," as Don Tuffs, 
Devco's senior vice presi­
dent for marketing, puts it. 

Today, Sun City boasts 
residents from every state 
in the nation and from 
54 foreign countries. Most 
come from the Midwest 
- "EXOHIO," proclaimed 
one license plate spotted 
recently-but an increasing 

Support at Boswell Hospital: Volunteers could turn back the Salvation Army 

A 1982 survey by the 
Arizona Long Term Care 
Gerontology Center in Tuc­
son also concluded that resi­
dents of the Sun City area 
"are, on the average, health­
ier, better educated and 
considerably more affluent 
than older Americans in 
general." The latter was 
especially evident; the al­
most entirely white, main­
ly middle-class population 
showed a median income of 
$22,000 for households of 
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THE FAMILY 
two persons or more. Most residents buy 
their homes- now ranging in price from 
about $50,000 to $275,000-almost entire­
ly with cash. More than $2 billion is on 
deposit in area banks and savings institu­
tions. Brad Smith, manager of the local 
Merrill Lynch branch office, says that the 
average customer has a stock account worth 
$50,000-and that doesn't include all the 
stock and bond certificates Sun Citians tend 
to squirrel away at home. 

But it's a myth that all Sun Citians are 
well off, insists Mabel Ross, a retired physi­
cian and treasurer of the Sun City Home 
Owners Association. "A lot of us are just 
wobbling along a thin line," she says. The 

in the 100-degree Arizona summers, "she 
just lay on the floor, where it was cooler." 

Inability to meet daily living expenses is 
only part of the problem. Ed Hemphill, a 
gerontologist and head of the Sun Cities 
Area Community Council, says many of the 
area's elderly have become the victims of 
abuse, including embezzlement by caretak­
ers or cheating by some local businesses. 
Alcohol abuse and suicide aren't uncom­
mon; neither is depression stemming from 
retirement, separation from home or grief at 
the death of spouses or friends. 

A saving grace is Sun City's legendary 
network of volunteers, which augments the 
services provided by government and other 
organizations. The renowned 250-member 
Sun City Sheriff's Posse keeps the town 

Gamet and Reuben Bum ham in their backyard: Pioneers of a profound shift in American ~ociety 

oldest residents of the area- more than a 
third are over 75-are the hardest hit; infla­
tion has shrunk or wiped out their savings, 
and since many of them retired before the 
days of private pensions, social security is 
their main or only source of income. In­
creasingly, many of the financially hard 
pressed are Sun City's women, 75 to 85 
percent of whom outlive their husbands. 
Bob Stanley, president of the local Chamber 
of Commerce and office supervisor of Ari­
zona Public Service Co., tells the story of an 
elderly woman who complained because she 
couldn't pay a $22 electric bill, the highest 
she'd ever had. "I asked her how she'd 
managed to use so little electricity," he says. 
"She said she had no refrigerator, lived out 
of cans, only turned on lights when she had 
to" -and instead ofusing an air conditioner 
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almost free from serious crime, offering pro­
tection services that would cost Maricopa 
County a small fortune to provide. At local 
Walter 0. Boswell Memorial Hospital, a 
355-bed not-for-profit facility, a staggering 
corps of 1,300 volunteers performs various 
services for patients and families; another 
600 are involved in fund raising. Sun City 
Area Interfaith Services, Inc., sponsors a 
crisis-counseling service for area residents 
and offers day care for victims of Alz­
heimer's disease. "There's no way we can 
tell how much money this has saved the 
family, the community, the government, 
but mammoth sums are being saved," says 
Robert Sleight, a Sun City resident who 
serves on Interfaith's board of directors. 

Yet Sun Citians can't meet all their own 
needs-and a prime example is long-term 

care for those who can no longer care for 
themselves. It's a special problem for some 
residents; since their children, ifany, may be 
miles away, "when they need long-term 
care, there [may be] no extended family" to 
help give it, says Jo Ann Pedrick, executive 
director of the Arizona Governor's Council 
on Long-Term Care. And because Arizona 
has no Medicaid program picking up the 
cost of nursing-home or other long-term 
care, the financial burden of caring for those 
who have depleted their own resources falls 
largely on individual counties. 

But taxing county residents to pay for 
that care puts local officials in a bind. Sun 
Citians have already balked at footing the 
bill for some services that don't benefit them 
directly. After it helped defeat 17 out of20 
school-bond issues, Sun City separated 
from the local school district in 1975, lower­
ing residents' local tax bills substantially. 
Fortunately, the area's rapid growth has 
doubled the district's tax base since then, 
and many Sun City oldsters are now among 
the schools' most dedicated volunteers. But 
the separation issue still raises a troubling 
debate, "It's hard to say to a widow who 
can't pay her electric bill, 'Pay your school 
taxes'," says County Supervisor Carole Car­
penter, 35, who represents the Sun City area. 
"[But] to what extent are young people in 
society responsible to care for older people 
who simply can't deal with medical costs? 
It's a two-way street," Carpenter says. 

Stnlggle: Nonetheless, simple demo­
graphics indicate that there will be more 
places like Sun City. Del Webb chairman 
Robert Swanson says the company is cur­
rently scouting land near Tucson to build 
the next one--dubbed, for the time being, 
Project X. Several other Arizona localities 
have voted to allow communities to apply 
for "age-specific zoning," leading some to 
fear that more and more age-restricted com­
munities may attempt to shake off the bur­
den of funding schools and other services. 
In that respect, Paul Bracken, an associate 
professor at the Yale School of Organiza­
tion and Management who produced a 
study of Arizona in 1979 for the Hudson 
Institute, recalls thinking that Sun City 
"was a precursor to what we were going to 
see more and more. [Residents'] refusal to 
look at things with breadth as opposed 
to self-interest," he says, seemed to herald 
a protracted struggle between the elderly 
and the rest of society. 

Such thoughts aren't clouding Sun City's 
25th birthday. Earlier this year a 25-day 
extravaganza launched the celebration with 
dances at the rec centers, a jamboree ball 
and a parade featuring the rigorous routines 
of the famous Sun City Porn Porns. "Con­
crete, steel and lumber make the buildings, 
but people make the community," Del 
Webb said in 1960. "Together we can real­
ize a way oflife unprecedented in America." 
And unprecedented it is. The unanswered 
question is whether the forces that shaped 
Sun City not only benefit the elderly, but 
also accrue to the benefit of all. 

NEWSWEEK/MAY 6, 1985 
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Sunday, Mardi 17, ·1,as' Th·• Arizona &public: 

Del -Webb's brainchild of 25 years ago 
ignited industry t~~t heats up as mercury · declines ,w hen Ocl !'.:. \Vchh 

J founded Sun City 2!i 
"Wn'rc com~I inr. Rl!nin11t oor-By JIM WALSH/Thr: l\flZOO;\ ncpul)IIC 

,:;clvc~ ... t11nicl Don T11ff11, 11cnior 
Mid MnrJ:nrct. Corcornn, rlircdor vic:c prcitidcnt for mnrkcling st ; yc11r11 n~o. he nl1.o r.nvc 

'hirth to Ar iionn'g multimil­
•Jion-dolhu retirement. hou~ing in 
'du11try. 

Jt '111 11 compcLi1.ivc i11d1111t ry t.hnt.' 
-heRtA up 11111 t.empcr11tur~ fnll in 
· \he norlh,ccnlrnl ,nn Miclwc•l 
em 111t.nle8. Developo~ hoping to 
luro winter rci.idonf.,; ...nturnl.n 
neMpRpcrs, radio ,md tclevi11ion 
1tat.iona with ndverti&ement& for 

: retirement communitic,;. 

Fnr initt.nnce, the minimum nr:c 
in Sun t.nkCR nml We~l.hrook 
Villn~o iR 40 in,;tend of 50 yrnr& 
old. Sun J..nkc11 hills it.,dr n11 "the 
ynun,::clll retireme nt commu 
nity." 

T•ylor, or W011throok Villnr,c. 
c,-timAl.eR Ahout 50 percent oft.ho 
retirement hAvcn'R 400 rCRiclenU. 
st.ill work nnd Mid the ovorAf(e 
ogc i• 65 lo 60. 

" If they're not rclirod yel, 
they're townrd retirement in tho 
not too distont future," he &Aid. 

" If ... you turn on nny or Lho 
t-n1'y-li11ten ing atntionR, you con •t 
holp hut pick up A 1..cisur~ World, 
Sun l,nk .. or Sun Cily Wc•t n<l," 
Mid ,John ,Ja cob11, vice prc,i;idtmt 
1'nd general monnger of ~i81.lrc 
Worlrl Homce, 11 community r.nd 
~f -Mee11. 
· Weetb'rook Villngn, n Pcnrin· 
,-utxlivi,i:ion t.hat border,; Sun Cit._v1 
on thP. tftst .. Appcnle rlirccl.ly to 
t.hc winter-vi11:itor mnrkr.t. hy 1111-
i111t n tnlkinr. duck in tr.lcvi11ion 
rommrrcinlf. IM'r.n11f:CJ. "ducks nv 
fll()u1J1 for t.hc winter," ,;nid 1''rnnk 
Tnylor, MlcR 1mmngcr. 
. Flori<ln ,-till iR kin,:- o r t..ho' 
}-ct.irem ent mnrkotplnce wit.h C11l­
jforni11 11:ccond ond Ariu ms U1ird, 
hut Ariwna should overt.nke Cftli-

{
ornin tihorUy boc,u111e or lower 
mui.ing price11, Mid rnul 'fnt.z, 

preoidcnl or tho Del E . Webb 
J)evelopmenl Co. 
t Retirement-community devcl 
opuA throu,i:hout tho Volle.v 
4ig rce tho com petition is inlcnim 
" " tho communities vie for thei r 
flhnrc o f Arizona's e1dcr1y immi­
trnnfl', who nlmMl oxclmiivr.ly 
arr. nrflucnt. nnd white. 

" Thcrc'111 n hnndful o f commu­
n ities that bn111icn1Jy offer the 

.Mmo thing. The choice r.omet1 
.98~ to. locnf.ion nnd product,.•· 

A ,mrvcy found tho nvcrngc age 
in Sun C ity, S un City West and 

· Youngtown is more th81n 71. 
IJecnu,c l A:1i111uro World's mini­

mum monthly nMocintion fee is 
$200 - Sun City West rcsidcnLo; 
.pny $88 n ycnr for rccrwtionnl 
ncWvitics - t he cost V.111llcy 
community emphn,;i1.es Aecurity 
in ilR ndvcrlising, ,Jncobit Mid. 

A guordhom,c moke11 the com­
munity privnle, 1tllowing rc~i­
dcnUI to t ravel without worrying 
obnut hurglnrics, he Hid. 

H owever, growth o f l.ci1111rc 
World, Sun Lnkc111 ond other 
retirement hnvene hos lnggcd fnr 
behind Sun City and Sun City 
WCllL 

Populntion figurca from retire .. 
ment communities csm be mis­
lMding, bccnu•e heir lho rCRi• 
rlcnU. uituolly spend port o f U1e 
'year chtcwhcrc. But. since Sun 
City Wc111t. \VAR founded in 1978, it 
hn~ grown l.o nbout 11,600. 

In r.ompnri,don, Sun 1...nkt"~ hnR 
tnkcn 11 ycnrR lo lure 6,000 
rct1 idonts. Lei&ure World, 
founded in tho ,niddle J970fl, wns 
h11m1,crcd by ownen;hip chnngeA 
prior lo ncqui.aition by WcitLcrn 
Snvings nnd Lonn n.nd hos 3,000 
re11idt!nUL 

of ndverl.ii.in,::: nncl public min- \Vcbh. · · 
tion,. for Sun Lnk<'it, nn nclult He cstimntcd I.here nre J ,600 to 
comm11nit.v "outh or ChntullN. 2,000 rcMlc111 yeArly o r h0\.1111c,- in 

Thrrc n~c nn f',;l.irnnl,ecl ? .. 1.1.200 Sun City, hut Wrhh 801d 875 
rrUrcCII in thr Vnllcy, nccordin,: uniLA in Sun C ity WrAt in J98'1 
to n 1!)84 Rurvcy for lm•ine And dclivcrccl 951. A ule is 
Phcx'l1ix, n puhlicnt.ion of The recorded ·when n down rnymcnt 
Arizona R<'puhlir/Fhr. l'hnt'nix , j,; roccivcd, and II delivery is 
Gnzettc. About 35 percent of made when a buyer tokes tiUc 
t.hem live in the nort.hwcst and and moves into the community. · 
about 22 percent in the southeast · Despite the competition .with 
Vttl1c>:· Eightr-onc percent hove ; Sun City, . Tuff11 concedce , the 
been m Mnncopn County more . o riginpl ""ctive retirement com­
thnn five ycnrfl. . munit.y",. - . built., oround , golf 

GcncrnJly, they o re hcnlthy : courses and recreation cent.era -
financinlJy. 111cir mcdi,m income mokCA . the . Webb nornc syno.ny­
wn~ $21,,'>00. ond 8G percent own , mous wil.h retirement. hou5ing, n 
their own homef;, the imrvcy definite competitive ndvnnlngc. 
111howed. Only 26 pcrcC'nt. hnve n "Without qu~t.ion, Sun City iii1 
home morti:n,::c. known worldwirlo ns tJ,c No. l 

Nenrly 85 percent. hnvc ,;nvingit ret.ircmc·nt. co,'nmunity," lcn'di'ng i 

nccount.,;, Rn<l olmost. hnU hnvc 250,000 pot(\nf.inl buycr11 to pn­
invcRtcd in time 11nvini::11 or rndo through ilJI new $:l m ill ion• 
s.nvingR ccrtificntc,i, Moro t.hnn n an.le,; complex eech yenr, he snid. ; 
third own ~cur it it~ with A mo- The compnny's decision to. 
dion voluc or $12,449. . rcpler.e lhc boxlike horn .. il has 

"They're gelling poid their sold in t.he pHt. wit.h Spanish­
retirement bencfit.Jt in Wi,w;on~in, 111tylo hncicndn11 w1111 bol'ccl more 
o r whnl-Ovcr, nnd 111>enclini: I.hem on mnrket., rescArch thon I.he 
hero," Mid Timothy Hogon, .111n competition, Tuff fl enid. : 
economist. with Ariwnn S I.ale . But Jocohll Mid "we're all 
Univcrsity'11 [lurcnu of BusineM checking ooch other out con­
and Economic Resc11rch. eJonUy" and modifying t.hc AClec-

The Webb development 11ub- tion of homr-s ond their prices to 
Aidiory, crcnt.od by Del E. Webb rem11in competitive. 
when he bou~ht 20,000 flCU!'- o f Tnb,, in dn nddrCM to rcf.idcnl-R 
cotton fields in 1!)59 for Sun City cclehn1.ting Sun City•~ 2Sth Rnni­
frotn tho ,J. G. 00ftwell Co., Cotl• vcnary, 111tdd "Dcvcloperfl 
tends t.hnt Sun City Wc,;t offerit throughout the Sun Belt are 
much more t.hnn · nny of itJI nl.tr.mptin,: to copy the p recedent 
,mailer compclitoro, c•pcci•ll.v in •cl hy Del Webh." 
rocrcationnl opportunitice. Although the chnllcngcre con-

The compnny 1111y11 Sun Cily cede t.hcy're sr1lin,: the r::omc, 
\ VcAt't1 prim11ry cornpet.i1inn i111 "country club" wny of life, huilt' 
res81e o f u~cd homes Webb built nround golf courses ond rccre­
in Sun City. rotJ1er th,m the othor otion ccnU'!u, they deny bcin,: 
Vnl~cy retir<'mcnt luwnn~. ,'copyC'nt.11 . 
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Sund•Y, Marrh 17, J9R$ 

T 
he growLh of Sµn City, 
Sun City We■t and 
YounJtown hu crc.tlod 
• retirement Jcin,t:dom 
in Lhe ·norLhwett Valley 

where an oblcuion . wilh 1Llying 
young reign• end children are 
boni1hod to anoLher world, 

Sun City, wiLh ◄8,000 reeldonla 
a nd pr0flperou1 bu1ine111e1, domi­
nalea the aru, but Sun City 
Weal, with an Hlimalod 11,600 
rnidenta. ia gaining rap id ly. 

You n1town, with about. 2,300, 
i1 U,e . alelo'• first. ,ind only 
incorporated rotiremenl commu­
nity. 

Founded in 1954; ,ix yeoro 
before Sun City, Youngt own 
lack• the recreational !11ci1it.ia. o( 
ill nci«hhorin~ retirement c-om­
nmnitiH, ,md iL~ r~ictl'!nt.11 Aro 
con•idcrcd the okleat and Ir-mil 
11rnucnt of retirees in lhr nrrn. 

,\lmQflt nll the rclirrc11 in the 
thrrn cmnnnmit if'~ nrn whilt-. 
Mot1l nro well-cduc11tod n,ul mid­
dlo lo upper incomr, nncl m,my 
held mnnn,tcri11l prn;ilioni; IK'forc 
t.hMr tf"lirc-mt-nL 

But not evNyonc is 11hlcc. 
"I have a Lruc-k drivN livin~ or1 

one, ~ide of me l'lnd n Ynlc 
lluivrrai ly p_roff"'uo r on the o llu~r. 
ll'11 likr nny nlhrr c-nmin11oity, 
cxctpl t.hnl wo'rc nil old," 11,n i,I 
Elcnnor Mitchell, n dirr dor of 
Lite S1fn City Cnmmunily 1-\mcl. 

To~cther. Lhc three cornmuni­
Lic• nrc hugely ,;elf-sufficient. :md 
11p11rt from the r~t. o ( Lhe Vnllf'y, 
wilh , ~idcnta only occuionelly 
venturin~ into Phoenix for it.B 
11torc8, rcstaurnnb 11 nd culluul 
eve.nu. 

An inimlnr BOCicty result.. With 
rct.ircca won1hiping activity a11 Lho 
key to remainin~ youthful. 

O ne segment or the J)Opuhtlion 
hclpa perpeluAt.e the 11rea'1 1tc­
rN>lypc n1 a hu1e pl9ypcn for 
~ nlor citi1.en1 hy 11ponding m011l 
o( ib limo on l(olr o r oth~r lli,,or~. 

Bill U!wiA, a retired ph)"llical­
(itneu pro(e.uor nl the U.S. 

,, ,,. 
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SUN CITY 

Retirement communities 
.,, are like any other, 

·.except 'we're all old' 
By J IM WALSH/The 1u;zona Rcpubic 

Um1uc.,tiont1bly, the wu1t mn­
jorily of rCAidcnL• 111c comfort.• 
able finAncially. Tho U.S. Ccmau1 
in 1980 found the average yearly 
income in tho ,-,ca w1111 $J0,360, 
,md " 1082 1orvey or 561 r~i­
dcnll hy Lhe Ariz.onfl J..on~ Term 
Care Gcrontol~y Cent.er act the 
avern,::c nl $22,000. · 

Bnnh nlmoi.t nm ni. rnmmon 
in Sun Citv nml Sun City Wc11t ""' 
c,rnvcnirnr(' f;IOT('!il in l'h()("nis. 
Thn commonil it~ hnvr nl l('n11t !")!"1 
h,-nk hrnnc-h,.• with 1lc-1)Mtl.11 or 
t1l,oul $2 hillic111 from rr,ulrnl.•. 
1111id Phil Urnnl. mnnnr.rr or 
commcrci,'1 i.nlci. Anrl lt<n11i11,t for 
!he 11t"I E. W<'bh IK'vrlopm,.nt 
Co., huililrr o( hoth rormnunitic 11,. 

'rlu,t i11 nn nn nvcr11,:o of 
S.1.1,800 in t.nvinl(A for cnch rt"!.i• 
dent. 

Hut. Lho 19R2 rc1lort nlso 
pointed to ,ingle-pcrson hou,e­
hold8, primnrily comf)O!'cd of 
widoWI, os A hiddcm poor. The 
onc-per1on hou~chold• nvcra,::cd 
$10,800 ycorly, wilh 35.G percent 
of ain,::le residents making below 

t $10,000 nnd 11.fi percent receiv• 
in« $6,000 or lcu. 

Dcinogrophers uy t.hc f111Lcst.• 
J:rowing age grnup in the nation ia 
" tho old old," thOIIC 85 y .. ra old 
or more. Ami 11oci111I worken1 in 
Sun C it.y MY U1it1 t rend i, 

A " lw o-<:ar ga rago 1
' In S un City: Ac tivity 11 wo rshlppod as a producin~ n ,:rowin~ ltCflmcnl (')f 

moans o f re m aining yo uthful. the community•" popolnt.ion lhAL 
is old 11nd leM afnuont Lhan other 
re:11irlcnlJt. 

M ititu y A("Ademy flt Wci.l Point, Onn- imlc1~ndcul nntf nrtluent 
a11itl a l least. 50 µerccnl. or Sun like their youn,:cr peers, their 
City retidenll uc involved in rnunic-ntions for Lho GOP com- find meaning for their livrs uvin~s have been cl!ltcn away by 
l!lport.s, and threcMJu11rt.ers IMrlic- millcc in Wnshin~ton, D.C .• snid clurini: rclirc-menl. inOt1tion. Their incom~• nre lower 
ipl!llc in ..ome form or rcerealion. I hc-rc'8 nu wny to vrriry vnn Thr 19H2 itltuly round nlmut ht"cnuso they relircd before pen-

He Hlimllt.ed that. J,[,()() to !o'rcdcnl,cr,:'11 PSM"rliun but, "it's n one-t.hird of lhe rrsidcnUI volun- sions were improved, find t heir 
2,000 rcaidcnts parlicipated in very ~lron,r -nrco, nmong the teer with various community health preclud e• the "activo ro-
1porta clinica deaigncd to get. the str..9na:est in the country, and organizations o r help their nei,:h- tiremenl" pioneered by the late 
,cdentary 11off t heir &cal a nd on vlc'rc very t.hanUul for their hors. Del E. Webb when he began Sun 
their feel'" as part. of lhe month• help." "The mnin rcnAOn is thnt we've Cily in 1960, 25 year• n,:o. 
Jone 25t.h nnnivcraary celebration 1 'hc Valley Report. Cnrd aurvcy lxcn active all our lives, and it. '"The point ia lh11t. not. everyOne 
d uring Jnnuary. of 202 re&idcnlll o( S,itt City and i.,m't aufficicnt. to jual play ,:olf out here is n millionaire," Mitch• 

Sun City and Sun Cily Wctt. Sun City West. ,ihowed thnl G:1 nn<I tennis nil t he time," sni<l ell s11id. 
have ciiht re<'rcation cent.era and percent volro in n municipol Doris Mellcncy, a director of the "Prohnhly 80 puccnt a re mid• 
16 gol( couraea. elect.ion within the µnil yeu. Volunteer Bureau of the Sun <lie income," she snid. "BuL 

In addition lo the 11porla, Sun Tht1t. is ,ihoot. ,rwcr11go for n Gitict. there'll n Int or lltoplc who 11rc 
City has nt lci'l,l 365 clubs with •urvcy or 1,500 rctiden11i. But Lho "No malt.er how old o r 1ick you st.ruRr.lin,::." 
155 chnrtered by t he ll.ec:rcttlion num~r or rNidcn t.a who ui«I arc, you can still be usdul lo 'fhc phyaiul pmhlcms or ■omc 
Cent.era o ( Sun City Inc. in they ht10 11tt.cndcd ft neiG:hbur• otJ1ers,"' 1lu1 uid. A,::ing rc,itlcnt.s hinder tJ1eir a Lil• 
avocation11 r,mgin,: from dnncing hood meeting in lhe 1>o&l. ycnr. ◄1 '1110 Lnre,m plnc~d 420 volun- ity t.o live imlcpcndently. Sun 
toahurnebonrd. percent.. wnH 1oi1,:nificnntly uhovo lccra with r,o n,:c,1ciPI Ind ycnr. City Aru Jntcrrti: i th Service 

The olhen include ◄2 fralcrnal the nveroge o( 2CJ percent. i11cluding 75 t utors or'1t.udcnt.s in opened rlny-corc centers for t.he 
org1niution1, ••at.ate clubs" com• About 75 porccnt. or the rcsi- nearby 1chool disl r iclA, even frnil elderly in 1982 end is 
posed of former resident.I o( ◄5 dents ore Republicans. Former tJ1ough Sun Ci Ly voU!d in tho lntc expanding it.A Home Companion 
i tal.ff, 16 a lumni clubl for c:radu• Maricopa County Supervisor 1970'• lo ,;ecedc (rorn lhc di t1- progrnm, whero voluntecra do 
11Le1 of vn.riou, colle:gca ■nd H awley At ltlnaon, " Sun City Lrirt.a. chore" for le:s11-hcolt hy rc1idcntJc 
univcrailiet, and 17 Jani;::u111:o Republican, oppoint.cd vnn F're• Children 11rc bnrrcd from Sun ao they can ovoid livini; in 
club, who,a m em beu a peak d enberg nnd 1cvenl o t her Sun City ond Sun City West. by nursing homes. 
tongues ranging from Gaelic to City and Sun City West party Mar icopa County's 1cnior-citiz.rn Decnusc 1111 rc1idcnt, moved lo 
Norwecinn. memben t o v11riou1 count.y roninr. ordinance, which makes it the nren from ■omowhero else, 

St.ill othera, like Delly v11n boardi . · iUc,tnl for anyone 18 yrnra o( n,te "t.hey don'L have the family 
1-•rodc.nbe.rg, a retired t.oachcr, But Republican, don't have O o r leu to live for rnorc than 90 1up1l0rt. 1yatem, children enc.I 
devote t heir cnergiea to politics. monopoly on politics. Sun City's days in "senior 1.onc1," with fomily membcn, who can help 

"'P oJitia i1 my hobby," uid Union C lub, whose tncmbcnfiip cxcmptiona avftilable only under t hem ou t.," H olly Bohling, l nLcr-
van Fredenberg, a dclcint.o to the includes mAny Democrnl 11 • h,m.l~hip condition, from the fAilh'1 program 1eivice1 direct.or, 
1984 Hepublican Convention. teamed wit.h the Sun City Tu- county l.Jou<l of Adju1tmc11L ■aid. 

S he is a member o ( the Mari• pnyera Auociation in 1982 in n The ordinance 11lso rcquirea However, for 10me, I.he need is 
C"opa County Board o( Adju1t• d rive t hat ncorly rcco11c<l then thlll one person in each house- menUII and not phy1ic11. 
mcnl. chairwoma n of t.hc Senior Ariiono Cor pornlion Com mis• hold be 50 years old or more. The "We've got. 10me folh who 
llf'l)t.1blicau Council and former iionera B ud T ims and Diftnc J>cnolt.ics for violat ions is f1Mtr hnvc l~me so frithlcnetl o( the 
director of the S un City Hom• McCarthy, who were nccuii;cd of monlhs in jnil or o $760 fine, but. outside world ,m<l have wit.h-
eowneu As.lK>ciation. rubbci-At.amping utility rote in• no violators have been prmccut.c<l drawn," Bohling said. 

H er S un City precinct. hnd a 96 creases. in either rctircmenl hnven. A■ nnothcr consequence of 
percent t urnout in the November " l didn'l know lhcro wcro 10 Although Youngtown was d e- nging, residents hove founded the 
election, compared with 91 per • many or t hem (Rcpublicnn■) vcloped for retiree,, it. <Iced ~un Citica Arca 'l'ron1it Sy,tcm, 
,~nt. for All pr ecincts, van Frcdcn• here," Hid I.W. Abel, " former rcs lriclion.!I do not 1ei;rc,:ate the which gervee many retiree, no 
berr tu1Kf. pre1i<lent o( the United Steel- community by age. Jon,:cr able lo drive. 

,.The J>N>ple out here have workers Union and a Union Club Arca achool official■ estimate But with life expecl.lnciea proj. 
1--,t'n ,_i,cd on thf' uld value,: tho member, when a sked why he thNc oro no more than JOO cctcd to continue ri1ing in cominc 
""'• ll('l•le 1n~. mntherhood nnd retired in t he RopubJicnn &lron,:• children in the northwest retire• yoan, doing more to help elderly 
1111 t.h111t, .. ,hf- u;d. "'The Sun City hold. mcnl region, which hnK nbout. rc11idc11t:iii deal With the ch1n,:ce 
111> ro,,IN have the highe&t rate of H owever, aporll, club1 and GI ,500 residcnUI. Bot nlthou,:h wrouil1t 1,y 111,:inc i• "lhc No. I 
ront,1l>t1tinn.1 to the Republican politica arc not enough for many there is II nolicrnblc lnc-k o( chnll<'ni.:c.· hdore 11.!I," 11nirl f'hurk 
!~,itu,nal Committee.'" rc1identa who volunteer their youth, there is no &J>porrnl Mcl{innis, Ilic lrunitiL sydc111's 

Hill (!1rl"rv·,. tlirtt!~~~~c_om_• _ 1i_m_• _f~r_ co_m_ ~"~: __ ... _,_•i_cr .. l~_clrurth n! wcnl~~ __ _ __ _..lc."c..r "i,trnl. ·-• _ __ _ 
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Adult communities 
win experts' praise 
Br Unll..S P,,.-1ntornotlonal of aging indicate that Sun i::itiana, 

Retired 1)eople often lead more experience aimilu pattern, of di••. 
active linea than when !hey wore e11e, but lower incidence rale1 !hon 
working, eopecially if !hey live in do aged American, in general." 
ona of lhe growin1 number of adult Skeptica claim the difference can: 
communitiee. be attributed to self-1election, but 

· 'l'heae communitieo are praiaed Hhoada 11id reaearchen have con• 
by both reoidenta and eocial acien• aidered that factor. 
tlata, but aome people question "It ia a poooibility that healthier 
!heir benefita, calling !hem age-aeg• people are chooaing retirement. 
regaled IIOCieUea. communities because they offer 10 

Amon, lhoee acienti1ta who have much for an active life alyle," ahe 
aludied adult communiUea it Debo· 11id. "Hul !here i, evidence !hat· 
rah Rhoed1, Ph.D., an environman• aomelhing abouL lhe retirement 
tal J)lychologiat and preoident of communiLy i1 cood for older people, 
Hum1n1pece Aaocialea in Tempe. regardleu of their heallh when Lhey 
She pointa out lhat lhere is aome• move there. The retirement com• 

. thing retirement communities do munily off el. proleclive benefita to 
for people !hat hea an impacL on the elderly lhal are aeldom equaled 
their aenae or well-being and health. 011 auch a acale in age-integrated 
Summarizing I paper preaented al communit.iea." 
1 meet.inc or the American J>aycho• m:vco recenUy formed ·a think 
logical Aaociation, 1he 111id: tank celled an Jnterdi1ciplinary 
, ''The people in the Sun Ciliea Planning 'J'eam. "The group will 
reported greater 111ti1raction with consider iuues critical to the con• 
!heir liv01, a higher level or happi- tinued olrategic developmenL and. 
neea, and their physical and emo- maintenance of a quality life envi• 
tienal he.Ith were aubetantially ronmenl for our reaidenta," 111id 
higher than elderly living in other DEVCO. President Paul Tats. ln­
aection• of I.he county." eluded are proreuional1 in hulth . 

Rhoad, 11ya aocial relationahipa and fitn ... , environmental psycho!• 
are npecially crucial for relireea: ogy and 10CiolO!(Y, pers~n•I finance 

. and inveolment counseling, and 
"When you have rel.ired people architecture and interior deaign. 

who no longer have aupporl th~t , Rhoad, lllid, "Such a holistic 
?"e may_ gel from the wo_rk place, it approach should be the challenge of 
11 very important that_ 1l beco?1e• our aociely a, a whole. Many 
ea~y to form new eoc1al relal.i~n- Je910ne can be learned from 1.hoee 
ahipe to rep~ the oneo they ve. ,pecializing in houaing, recreation 
I~~ People in retirement commu- and filn- for aenior1." 
ml1111 are aurrounded by others who .. . . 
,hare their valuOI and their ap• An acuve retirement commu-
proech to life. The nearnesa and nity that ia properly planned ~nd · 
&haring thai it typical of the adult . manaied can _lengthen the tune 
community 1ir01tyle ,upporlo tho people e11n be 11_1der>_endcn~ and l_n 
formation of healthy aoci■I net- rcmtrol of their l1vea.- J111t 1& 

· · worka. • important to mental health." 

Michael Baker, Ph.D., director of 
reaearch al Arizona J.,on~ Term 
~-~ C'pt,or, Vn_iver• 

. lily of nrona, alao pointed to the 
difference in the health .factor in. 
adult communitiet in a recent aludy 
comparing Sun City and Sun City 
WOil reaidenta to the population 
nationwide. 

"Reaident.s of the Sun City area 
reported remarkably low disability 
and impairment level, and overell 
100d health," Baker reported. 

. ~More than 78 percent of : the 
over-66 group indicated that. prea­
enl heelt.h w11 excellent or good. 
This ia aubotantially above the 69 

·percent ao categorized in national 
aurveya. Data obtained -regarding 
the prevale~ common diaeaan 

Rhoada aummariied the esselo 
and liobilitiea of ago-scgreJated 
communilie■ for aeniors: 
. J•rha. down .. aido ia that auch • 
r.ommunily i, not rij;lir for every­
body. It come, down to an iu ue or 
choice and the proper fiL between a 
pereon and hi1 or her environ• 
ment." 

Expert.a caution thOie consider• 
ing a retirement lifestyle to care­
fully think about their individual 
need• and make an informed deci• 
aion ba1ed on what'• good for lhem, 

. and the reputation, aervicea and' 
almoephere of the oommunitiea 
they are conaidering. Some adult 
communitiea offer vacation pack-, 
agea al attractive prices 10 riroopec• 
live reaidenta r.an sample the life 
atyle and aervicea first.hand. 

The Arizona nepu~ll_r._ Sunday, Janu•ry 27, IRR5 
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-~ .As qie_-gte_fn Wl~,~~J!!l•-'4W,· ~, 
tlbise· pulled·•' out·· ',fu\) #'Ont ' ot. 
crowd-favorite; Sachs. ( At the 
end of the first lap the Sun City 
Specfal. was riding along in 
fourth ~la_~e. 

,, ' 

Ward remained with the front 
runners throughout the entire 
race, never falling out of the top 
10. 

As the race wore on, the 
original field of 33 continued to 
dwindle. 

Finally, on lap 160, Ward slip­
ped into the lead ahead of Sachs 
and Foyt, who had been running 
a record-setting pace throughout 
the day. In doing so, the No. 2 
Sun City Special set a new 400-. 
mHe mark of 138.928 mph .. 

Ward maintained a 13-second 
lead over Sachs, but a question 
began to spread down pit lane: 
Will Ward be able to make it 
without pitting for more fuel? 

A few laps later the question is 
answered. Ward heads into the 
pits to take on extra fuel. Foyt 
takes over first, Sachs second, 
Ward moves back into third. 

With less than 25 laps left in the 
race, Foyt has built up· a huge 
lead ·and appears to be coasting . 
toward his first Indy victory. But 
then, as racing luck would have 
it, he is signaled io come in the 
pits for additional fuel. 

The emergency stop enables 
Sachs to take over the lead. 

·Steadily, he increases the 
distance between himself, se-· 
cond place Foyt and third place 
Ward. . . 

Lap 197, just three laps re­
. maining. It appears Sachs has 
. the victory easily within his 
grasp. 

T:;f;§uddenly; Sachs veers t<iwa'@} 
' the pits! With more than ,us;ooo 
at stake, Sachs pits to have li tire 
changed. As his crew frantically 
repairs th~ worn tire, Sachs wat­
ches helplessly as Foyt charges 
by to take the victory in one of 
the greatest finishes the track 
has ever seen. 

The popular Sachs had to settle 
for second while Ward brought 
the Sun City colors in .at third 
with an average speed of 138.539 
mph. Ward was awarded $26,500 
for his efforts. 

The victory was the first for 
Foyt, · who would later go on· to 
win the _eyent three more times 
and become the only driver to 
win Indy four.times. 

Ward ·would return the very 
next year, in the very same car, 
but without Webb's sponsorship 
to win the race for a second time. 
Sachs never did reach Victory 
Lane. He was tragically killed at 
the Brickyard in the 1964 race. 

But Indianapolis wasn't the 
end of the season for the Sun City 
Special, in fact, it was just the 
beginning. Ward was able to 
carry the Sun City banner to the 
winner's circle three times that 
season: at Milwaukee, Syracuse 
and Sacramento. 

The car in which Ward drove 
to third place that year, which in­
troduced millions of people to 
Sun City, now rests at the In­
dianapolis Motor Speedway 
Museum in Indianapolis, Ind. 

OVER 
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;!Nt 20-;·sun•'Cit~/·Stinc:Shii;~S 
As Retirees' Desert Mecca 

Loe Anrele■ Time■ 

T HE CURIOUS, of course, came out in droves. 
But the serious ones were there, too. In all, 
100 000 of them clogged the far northwest­

ern reache; of Phoenix' Grand Avenue· and the un­
paved farm roads bisecting it. 
1 That was 25 years ago, last Janull1?', and ~he 
cause of the interest was a new concept m housing 
that in a few short years was to become synonymous 
with the genre, Sun City - carpenter-turned-devel-

~ oper Del E. Webb's hi~h-risk gam~le ~hat_ the na­
tion's elderly had a hommg and nesting instmct that 
even they didn't know they had. 

Today, demographically, as the balance of eco­
nomic and political power continues to pass further 

· into the hands of the 50-plus generation, more and 
more developers are hungrily eyeing this market. 

And while Webb never laid claim to inventing 
the adult retirement community - California devel­
oper Elmer John's little Youngtown settlement, just 
four miles away, predated Sun City by six years -
he did conceive ofit as an active retirement commu­
nity with recreational and social amenities well in 
place before the first house was sold. 

And a retrospective examination of sold-out 
Sun City's first quarter-century must inevitably 
lead today's would-be developers to consider a 
curious irony: Not only did Webb's concept be­
come the standard for all retirement communities 
that followed, but the extent to which Sun City 
came to personify that ¢cept has made it far 
more difficult for any like-minded developer in 
the 1980s to imitate it. 

"Actually," said Paul H. Tatz, president of Del E. 
Webb Development Co., a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Del E. Webb Corp., in a recent interview, "the 
amenities Webb had to s.b.ow those 100,000 people 
who came out to see the new Sun City in 1960 repre­
sented a sizable economic risk at the time, but they 
weren't all that overwhelming. We had a small re­
creation center, a nine-hole golf course, a small ho­
tel, a restaurant and a small commercial core. But 
that was it. It turned out to be enough to sell 263 
houses that first weekend - a two-bedroom, two­
bath house with a pool on a 7 ,500-square-foot lot 
sold for under $10,000." 

But, with no criteria at the time for what an "ac­
tive adult retirement community" was supposed to 
include in the way of amenities, Sun City's pioneer 
settlers were relatively unsophisticated. 

Would a buyer ~y settle for such a package, or 
would he expect what a mature Sun City (popula­
tion: 46,000) now offers: Seven recreational centers, 
11 golf courses, 10 neighborhood shopping centers 
with more than 350 businesses, a center for the. per­
forming arts, the 355-bed Walter 0 . Boswell Memo­
rial Hospital, numerous medical buildings, banks, 
savings and loan offices, churches, and life-care cen­
ters to serve its residents? 

"It's pretty safe to say," Tatz aµded, "that there 
won't be any more projects of this magnitude. You 
simply can't do it with today's costs. 

:'InT985.dall.ars,.and..dfsregarding the land cost," . 

Tatz said, "the up-front costs of puttjng together a 
community of, say 3,000 or 4,000 peop~e, ar_e tre­
mendous. A single, 18-hole golf course 1s gomg to 
cost about $5 million, a recreation center for 
4,000 to 5,000 people would run about $3 to $5 
million the infrastructure - the roads, streets, 
utilitie~, sewage treatment and so forth - will 
cost about $8 million. 

"And then you've got countless other expenses. 
You've got to have some sort of a mi~~~l com­
mercial development and medical fac1hties. At 
least a doctor's office. And these all have to be 
subsidized." 

The cost obstacles don't merely apply to other 
developers coming, belatedly, into the active-retire­
ment community field, but are already in place with 
Webb. 

Although in 1972, 13,000 additional acres were 
acquired four miles farther west for Sun City West, 
a sister community, these plans were scaled back, 
and more than half the acreage was sold off. 

But if Sun City's first 25 years of growth to 
26,000 homes, the largest single residential develop­
ment in the country, has provided a valuable "how­
to" lesson in building such a community, it has also 
destroyed the two biggest clouds hanging over the 
concept in 1960: 

• Older people, facing retirement, would never 
leave their families and familiar haunts and put 
down new roots in a strange environment, regard­
less of the amenities. 

• A geriatric ghetto was being created that 
would strain the health-care facilities and welfare 
budgets of the host county as the residents aged and 
as their fixed retirement incomes failed to keep pace 
with soaring costs. 

The myth of relocation reluctance began dying 
on the first weekend of sales when several of the 
homes being offered were boµght on the spot by out­
of-state vacationers who just happened to be in the 
neighborhood. · 

Also ignored, or grossly discounted, was the ex­
tent to which older citizens then and now possess 
"gerontophilia" (pride and desire to associate with 
their own, senior age group) and the tremendous 
appeal that those amenities that Webb offered 
would have - the recreational attractions, arts and 
craft opportunities, and other cultural and enter­
tainment pluses thrown into their lifestyle. 

(Even today, a modest homeowner's fee of $82 a 
year gives residents unlimited use of all recreational 
opportunities except bowling and golf. And unlimit­
ed golf privileges still cost only $455 a year -
which, for many of Sun City's avid golfers, trans­
lates to an average green fee of about $3 a round.) 

The geriatric ghetto fear has also proved to be a 
paper tiger. "From the very first," Tatz recalled, "80 
percent of our sales were for cash, and that's still the 
ratio. Financing has never been a problem. We just 
don't experience the normal impact that high inter­
est rates customarily have on the housing market." 

Far from a fear of an economic drain that retirees 
would create, Sun City's 25-year experience sug­
gests "thAt the shoe. U! actually oil the other foot. /ID 

'' t ' -, . ' 
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NEWS-SUN Thursday. September 27, 1984 ·View· ~ 

Sun . Cities gain ~hometown' magazine 
By P. ATWOOD WILLIAMS 

Staff Writer 
Something new has been 

added in the Sun Cities. 
A slick-paper magazine, re­

flecting the Sun Cities life­
style, was first distributed free 
last week to 35,000 homes. The 

next issue will be mid-Novem­
ber. 

Jerry A. Svendsen, co-pub­
lisher of Sun Cities Life, has 
been a part of the scene in Sun 
City for many years. l:Ie came 
to the Valley from Chicago as a 
youngster, attended Phoenix 

Sun Cities Life co-publisher, Jerry Svendsen 

College and earned his radio­
TV production major at ASU. 

HE WAS A sports writer at 
the Arizona Republic and was 
a time salesman at Channel 3. 

From 1961-82 he worked for 
Del E. Webb as Director of 
Public Relations and activities; 
for 15 years he emceed events 
at the Sun Bowl. 

In his publications office at 
9192 W. Cactus in Peoria, a 
large mural of the Sun Bowl 
holds the place of honor behind 
his desk, and the coffee pot is 
always on. 

His experience in the public 
speaking and seminar busi­
ness, acting as mediator for 
Valley business retirement 
planning seminars, has kept 
him current in changing atti­
tudes toward retirement. 

"IT'S MORE FUN asking 
questions than giving the an­
swers," he said during a recent 
interview. 

His new organization, which 
includes Wesley R. Grant as co­
publisher and photography/pro­
duction and Carol Ciocca as 
editorial associate, also · makes 
use of this group inquiry tech­
nique. 

"We call them Focus 
Groups, and invite groups of 
seven to nine people at a time 
to tell us what they want and 
need in a publication," he ex-

plained, adding that, so far, 
they have indicated that Sun 
Cities Life is on the right 
track. 

The publication intends to 
reflect the varied and active 
lifestyle and utilizes photo fea­
tures, human interest stories, 
special events schedules and 
news and views articles on a 
bi-monthly basis, "until we can 
go monthly someday," Svend­
sen smiled. 

THE FIRST ISSUE tactful­
ly includes a photo of the wat­
erfall at Lakeview Center in 
Sun City and the library bell 
tower at Johnson Rec Center in 
Sun City West. 

The format was not acciden­
tal, according to Svendsen. 
Grant, a Webco photographer 
for 10 years, originally sug­
gested a tabloid format. He 
brought in a tab publication: 
MA Mountain Aire- printed 
entirely in brown ink and con­
taining news and photos of the 
White Mountain area and also 
some national news. 

After talking to public rela­
tions professionals and print­
ers, the magazine evolved into 
a city magazine with a four­
color cover and color advertis­
ing. ''This size is easier to 
hold," Svendsen demonstrated, 
using MA as a comparison. 

Mrs. Ciocca, a Rio Salado 
instructor and counselor in the 

Never-Too-Late program, is ed 
itorial assistant. In the firs· 
issue contibuting writers an 
E. Marie Burns, Nancy Dam 
mann and Diana Holm. 

THE MAGAZINE is print 
ed in Senatobia, Miss. by th, 
W.E. Krueger Co., which alsc 
does Lousiana Life, Bator 
Rouge Magazine and man) 
others. 

When the truckload of copiei 
arrived in Sun City, botr 
Svendsen's son, Cameron, ann 
Mrs. Ciocca's son, Steve, were 
on hand to assist Svendsen in 
distributing the boxes to the 
Sun Cities' Lions Clubs who 
deliver the magazines to homes 
in both cities. 

The Sun Cities' own town 
magazine will also be given 
free to guests at hotels and 
motels on Grand A venue, those 
in vacation apartments and re­
tirement residences. 

Svendsen is busy selling ad­
vertising for the November 
magazine and hopes to get im­
put from his readers. He also 
hopes residents will contribute 
lots of photos of themselves 
and friends to his new publica­
tion. 

OH, YES. He hopes also to 
sell subscriptions to those visit­
ing the area who want to be­
come more familiar with Sun 
Cities life when they return · to 
their homes. 

,Ji 212 ,, I ill 
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Choosing a 
Lifestrle­
A Look at 
Five wars 
Visits with people on both big 
and small budgets show that there's 
more to retirement living than 

--:·, "'--~ .-.. 
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just picking the right kind of home. How to use leisure time is a big concern of people facing retirement. 

For people who plan ahead, .the 
choices of where and how to live in 
retirement are multiplying fast. 

Retirement villages, with lavish rec­
reation packages, offer many activities 
for people with ample incomes. 

lifestyles available during retirement. 
To provide some direction, US.News & 
World Report edi tors took a firsthand 
look at several living arrangements and 
filed these reports: 

J\iew "life care" arrangements elimi- SUN CITY, Ariz. 
nate worries over medical expenses Lloyd and Marcy Young look like the 
and ease the burdens of household kind of people the late D el Webb had 
chores. in mind when he began this retirement 

For those of more-modest means, community nearly 20 years ago. 
government housing in many commu- What Webb envisioned was a place 
nities provides a better chance to re- for older people who wanted to lead 
tire in independence and comfort. active lives. Over the years, his firm 

Expanding the options, too, is a new has created just that: a complex of 
tax break that allows people 55 and gleaming homes, 11 golf courses and 
over to kee~tax-free-profits of up to elaborat_e recreation centers humming 
Sl00,000 from the sale· of i:heir homes. ? th the activities of dozens of clubs. 

Eve n retirees who want to stay put The Youngs have found plenty to 
will now be 11-hl_e to parlay the equity in keep them busy since leaving Cleve­
their homes into needed cash with a land in August, 1976. Although accoun­
new type of mortgage. · tant Young still does some tax returns, 

A need for caution. There are ad- there is plenty of time for the couple to 
\·antages and drawbacks to all of these enjoy square dancing, golf, bowling, 
choices; however, pointing up the swimming, cycling and crafts-as well 
need to examine carefully the kinds of as the sunny climate. "Living here is 

like being in a resort,·· says Lloyd. 
"Anyone who doesn't participate has 
only himself to blame." 

The Youngs are part of a small but 
growing class of older Americans­
those who have the monev and the -will 
to pick up stakes and he~d for retire­
ment in the sun belt. 

It's not for everyone. 'This way of 
life is for adventurers," says Jerry 
Svendsen, a spokesman for the Del E. 
Webb Development Company. "Sun 
City might not be the place for a more 
sedentary person or for an introvert 
who has a hard time making new 
friends." · 

Week-long visits. Svendsen advises 
people pondering a move to a retire­
ment community to get to know it first 
by visiting and subscribing to the local 
newspaper. His company lets prospec­
tive residents stay at Sun City apart­
ments for a week for 8150. Many make 
four or -five trips to the community be-
fore deciding to buy. · 

Others suggest that would-be resi-

La_test official estimates of what it costs annually for a retired couple to maintain a moderately comfortable lifestyle: 

Cities Where Retirement Costs Are High ... and Low 
Metropolitan Medical Trans- Metropolitan Medical Trans-
Area Food Housing Care portation Other TOTAL Area Food Housing Care portation Other TOTAL 
Boston _ S2,218 S3,547 S609 S720 S1 ,483 S8,577 Baton Rouge S2,065 S1 ,750 S612 S692 S1.332 S6.451 
New York S2,331 $3,475 S650 $493 s, .460 S8.409 Atlanta s, ,998 $1,902 S631 S655 S1 ,347 S6.533 
Honolulu S2.506 S2.665 S650 $817 $1.469 S8, 107 Orlando S1 ,828 S2,206 S626 S699 S1 ,306 S6,665 
San Francisco S2.029 S3 ,017 S690 $794 S1,484 S8.014 Austin S1 ,793 S2.249 S638 S700 S1.323 S6,703 
Hartford S2,204 S2.897 S604 S769 S1 .500 S7,974 Bakersfield S1 ,870 S2.212 S684 S730 $1,231 S6,727 
Buffalo S2, 108 S2,920 S593 $770 S1.511 S?.903 Dallas S1 ,852 S2, 175 S664 S734 s, .306 $6,731 
Sc>attle S2, 118 52.836 S647 S720 $1 ,481 S7.802 Nashville S1 ,883 S2,229 S623 $694 S1 .358 $6,787 

But living costs have risen 10 percent since this survey, and these figures do not include income 
taxes or home-mortgage payments, which many couples incur. 
'»n, t .S D,;<ct.l.a!icl' 
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dents rent in the retirement village for 
as long as six months and try to live 
under a normal budget-rather than 
spend moner as if they were on a \·aca­
tion. It's also u;se to experience the 
worst weather the location has to offer. 

Housing consultants note that m ore 
people are bu)'ing homes in r etirement 

villages befor e quitting 
work, planning to rent 
out the dwellings for a 
few years before retiring. 
But experts warn that 
only homes in prime re-

V 
sort areas or near large 

communities are likely to draw many 
rente rs or increase in value rapidly. 

In Sun City, which is near Phoenix, 
home prices are rising about 12 per­
cent a year. which is one r eason why 
Lloyd Young, 59, decided to leave his 
home near Cleveland earlier than he 
had planned. 

. ~ ll -:~t~~-'::'!.. 
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Retirement villages in the sun belt are growing fast. Marcy and Lloyd Young lef t their 
suburban Cleveland home in 1976 for a new life in Sun City, Ariz. 

The move was not altogether easy 
for the Youngs, because they left be­
hind a grown son and Marcy's mother. 
"I think this kind of -change is harder 
on women," she. explains, "because of 
family ties." 

Most p eople adjust, though, says 
Doug Morris, a retired advertising ex­
ecutive who came to Sun City in 1973 
and now volunteers as editor of a 
weekly newspaper. He estimates that 
only about 5 percent of the people who 
move to the community end up return-
ing home. - n· 1:'"' ~ · _ · 

Some critics say that retirement 

swimming pool. The cheapest new 
home in the village sells for $50,000, 
but there are still plenty of buyers. The 
original Sun City is virtually sold out, 
and sales began last fall on Sun City 
West, an adjacent developm ent that is 
expected to attract 32,000 residents 
within seven years. 

Why d o retir ement communities 
seem so appealing? Says Marcy Young: 
"They offer so many outlets. No one 
has to say, 'What am I going to do for 
the rest of my life?' .. 

communities are artificial because of DETROIT 
the age segregation-:- .. You need- the Marie Reemmer used to dread the 
pleasure that" comes'•from a · baseball boredom she thought would come with 
flying through your_· window now and retiring in a neighborhood forsaken by 
then," jokes James · Saivar, marketing most of her longtime friends. 

' director fQr · Avco Community Devel- When her husband August left his 
o pers, Inc. · - · ---·~ · - · job in an auto factory, the 68-year-old 

In that firm's ·new town near San woman recalls, "I was so afraid we'd 
Diego, certain neighborhoods are de- get on each other's nerves that I r eally 
signed for older adults, but Saivar says wondered if we'd make it to the 50-
there is .plenty of opportunity to mix year mark in our marriage." 
with young people. Instead, the Reemmers have found 

In Sun City, ·where all home buyers that there are big advantages to stay­
must be at least 50 years old and have ing in their old community. 
no children under the age of 18.living ,/ The-couple banished their worries 
with them, the prevailing attitude iY about idleness by joining a senior citi­
that family visits ·and volunteer work zens' center-one of more than 5,000 
with local youngsters fill this need. that offer a wide variety of services to 

Greater prosperity. Not only do Sun older people. Five days a week, the 
Ci ty residents tend to be more inde- Reemmers visit the center to play 
pendent than are most other re tired cards, exercise, study history and meet 
people, they also are better off finan- with friends. 
cially. John Meeker, president of Del In addition, the couple has found 
E. Webb Developmen t Company, esti- tha t an urban neighborhood offers 
mates that most residents have annual plenty of ways to stretch the S9,600 a 
incomes ranging from S10,000 to year they receive from a pension and 
S20.000. About 70 percent of buyers Social Security. \'irtua!ly all their local 
pay cash for the ir hom es, using money transportation is pro\·ided free on the 
from sales of their previous dwellings. city bus system, and the senior center 

The Youngs have sunk S86,000 into sen ·es hot lunches for an optional do­
their single-family home, which has a nation of 75 cents. 

60 

At the heart of their contentm~nt is 
what so many retirees are looking for: a 
way to use their home as a moneymak• 
er rather than a costly liability. With an 
eye on retiremen t, they bought a two­
family house 14 years ago for a total 
investment of less than $30,000. Now 
the Sl 75 monthly r ent from the upper 
fla t m ore than covers the taxes and the 
rising costs of maintenance. 

For retire d hom eowners who d on 't 
have the extra income the Reemmers 
do, there are new developments that 
can pro-..;de some r elief from burden· 
some property taxes and home-repair 
costs, which are rising at an annual rate 
of 11 percent. 

Range of help. On January 1, feder­
ally charte red savings and-loan institu­
tions were authorized to offer "reverse 
annuity" mortgages tha t give home­
owners monthlv checks based on the 
debt-free value of their houses. This 
money amounts to a loan that often 
does not have to be repaid until the 
owner sells the home or dies. 

In addition, senior citizens in manv 
states now can receive b reaks on loc~I 
real-estate taxes, especially if the levies 
exceed a certain percentage of their 
income. 

Still, there are worries for re tirees 
who stay on in their homes, particular­
ly if they live in older areas of cities. 
Crime is perhaps the biggest concern 
in the Reemmers· n eighbor hood. 
There, police cadets a re often called 
upon to escort older people around the 
communit,·. 

Howeve·r, the Reemmers say they 
are content to r emain and become 
more acti,·e in a communih· thev know 
and lo\·e, with two of their. grO\~·n chil­
dren ncarb,·. "E,·er\'one asks whv " ·e 
don't move out of Detroit," sayi Au· 

U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT. Feb. 26, 1979 
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~un City: No. 1 Haven for Retirees 

... ~ :1 

€riti~s, . But 
Residents· Hail Its 
Facilities, Concept 

By Edwin A. Roberts, Jr. 
FROM Sl'N CITY, AHIZ. 

In the 1950s there was nothing here 
but thousands of acres of cotton. Then. 
15 years ago, the first hOuse was built 
in what is now Sun City, the nation's 
biggest and best-known retirement com­
munity. The central question posed by 
tl)e Sun City idea was this: can older 
people live satisfying lives in a recre­
ation-oriented city inhabited exclusively 
by older people? , 

The answer appears to be "yes"­
with a muted "but" attached. 

Some 35,000 retired people now live 
in Sun City, an unincorporated com­
munity near PhOenix. They're served 
by 300 stores, 30 financial institutions, 
3 brokerage hOuses. 70 physicians, 9 
dentists, a $6 million hospital, P golf 
c.ourses, 20 restaurants, 3 swanky din­
ing clubs, 5 immense and extravagant­
ly equipped recreation centers, a 7,500-
seat amphitheater, a 4,000-seat baseball 
stadium, a symphony orchestra, 26 re­
ligious congregations, 5 Lions clubs, 3 
Kiwanis clubs, 2 · Rotary clubs-plus 
scores of recreational clubs ranging 
from the Cactus Bridge Club to the Cy­
cle Mates. 

A Sense of Motion 
There are also six liquor stores and 

two branches o! Alcohollcs Anonymous. 
Sun City's hOuses and their gray­

haired occupants both seem well main­
tained. Sun-tanned residents bustle 
about in cars, In their 3,000 golf carts, 
on bicycles, on adult tricycles, and­
often briskly-an toot. There's a sense 
of motion here, and of purposefulness. 

Most residents are Sun City boosters. 
They praise the Del E. Webb Develop­
ment Co., which built the community, 
and the life-style the Webb organization 
built into the community. So they're 
vexed when critics say sun Citlans 
have withdrawn their talents from so­
ciety and should feel guilty about spend­
Ing their retirement y~ars at play. 

Residents say such ·criticism doesn't 
take a retired person's options into 
account. They no,te that old age is 
a time or physical slowing down, of in­
creased vulnerability to .illness and ac­
cident, of forced withdrawal from a llfe­
time's career, of sadness as friends 
pass away one by one. Moreover, they 
add, a person's choices at retirement 
generally are these: Stay put; move in 
with a son or daughter; mo,·e to an 
age-Integrated community; or move to 
a town designed expressly for older 
people. 

Baseball and electric surreys with fringe on top. 

"As far as I'm concerned," says 
Alicia Jackson as she shops the meat 
counter at Safeway, "the final years 
are a very specia l time of life. No­
bOdy can understand how you feel at 
retirement except people who have 
been through it. Younger people don 't 
like old people- that's plain enough. 
There's no sense staying in the old 
home town, especially If it's in a cold 
climate. Cold Is hard on old bOnes. Live 
with my children? I'd rather die. Move 
someplace where it's warmer but you 
still feel out of everything because 
you're old? Who wants that? No, the 
best answer is a place like Sun City­
if you have the money to afford It." 

Salt, Pepper, and AT&T 
Indeed, it does take money to live 

here. Most residents wound up their 
working years with high-middle and 
upper-bracket incomes. Whereas a doz­
en years ago you could buy a new two­
bedroom, one-bath house here !or less 
than $10,000, today houses and apart­
ments cost $33,000 to $75,000. A house 
with a swimming pool and other extras 
costs up to $100,000. 

on the bright side, dwellings can be 
purchased with low down payments and 
30-year mortgages-no matter what the 
buyer's age. "The banks aren't Insur­
ing lives, after all," says Webb sales­
woman Carol Hyland. "And they've got 
that property to back the loan." 

What exactly is It like to live in Sun 
City, whose name to many people sug­
gests only shufflehoard and sunny mo­
notony for obsolete men an(! women? 

Spencer Moore Is a retired utility 

company executive from New Jersey 
who looks younger than his 70 years. 
As he sits in the Lakes Club's hand­
somely appointed dining room, a meti­
culous waiter places a copy of an hourly 
stock-market report between the salt 
and pepper. 

"That stock-marke·t report ls pro­
vided as an advertising device by a 
local broker," says Moore. "To begin 
with, Del Webb, who died a few years 
ago, did everything here to dignify the 
human spirit. We moved to Sun City 
In 1969. We had visited the Southwest 
many times before and we liked the 
desert. We could see that Florida-like 
the Fort Lauderdale-Miami area-had 
become engulfed with people; high-rise 
condominiums are all over the place. 
Also. Florida has high humidity and 
a lot of bugs. so we favored Ariwna 
as a warm-weather place to retire." 

What about all the friends you left 
behind in New Jersey? 

No Lack of Friends 
"We have more friends here than we 

ever had in New Jersey. Retired peo­
ple don't want to be oppressed by lone7 
liness, and here they don't have to be. 
When a couple moves to Sun City, that 
couple is anxious to make friends, to 
be outgoing and congenial. When you 
move here all you have to do is go to 
a cocktail party and you meet 20 peo­
ple. And you're off. " 

Moore ·s dnys are busy with much 
more ll1an play. He is a past president. 
or Recreation Centers of Sun Citv. Inc. 
The nonprofit org:rnization runs ·the $7 



million· recreation centers that are Joint-­
Jy owned by all Sun Citians. The Webb 
organization Included the centers' cost 
in the prices of homes, then turned the 
facil1t1es over to the residents. For $30 

· a year they can use the centers' Indoor 
and outdoor swimming pools, hobby­
craft rooms, bowling alleys, and bil­
liards rooms. 

Moore Is currently vice president of 
the board of directors of the Walter O. 
Bosweu Hospital. It's named for its 
prime benefactor, who owned the c~t­
ton fields upon which Sun City was built. 
1The hospital, soon to· be expanded. 
has an Intensive-care area for elec­
tronically monitoring heart patient~. l 

Considerate of Widows 
"One important difference in rela­

tionships here," says Moore. "is that 
the old competitive anxieties don't exist. 
one of my closest friends is the former 
president of a Pennsylvania electric 
company. We can talk now without feel­
ing any competitive pressure." 

Moore adds that sun Citians are 
particularly considerate of residents 
who have lost a spouse. " Widows and 
widowers are invited to parties and get­
togethers, ·becaus-e people of our age 
are acutely aware of each other's feel­
ings. I think people try harder here to 
be good neighbors. There are frequent 
second marriages, because a man and 
woman who have Jost their first spouses 
seek out each other's companionship. 
They tend to marry not for sex but for 
companionship and economic reasons." 

The stories one hears about the 
healthfulness of sun City's desert cli­
mate are, well, dramatic. One won­
ders why the place needs 70 doctors. 
Or one doctor. 

"There's a man here," declares 
Moore, "who, when he first came, was 
bent over 90 degrees with acute arthri­
tis. Today he walks around perfectly 
straight. Another man arrived in sun 
City with a heart that could barely sus­
tain life. He drove from Florida 100 
miles a day. It took him a month to 
get here. Today he says he feels like 
a new ;nan and thanks God he came to 
Sun City. Of course there are other 
people whom the Arizona climate 
doesn't help.·· 

But not everyone is content with life 
here, and a few people move away each 
year-usually back to where they came 
from. A man at the Grand Center coin 
laundry looks up from his sorting to 
say: "We're leaving for good in a week. 
can't stand this place in the summer; 
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gets hot as hell-120 degrees. And the 
wife misses the grandchildren. I don't 
miss them, but she does. and I can't 
s tand her moping around all the time 
and getting teary-eyed every night." 

Others don't mind the hot summers 
because of the low ca per cent) humid­
ity and because every building is air 
conditioned. 13ut there 's no doubt the 
drscrt sun can be oppressive in July 
nnct August. A bout a third of the resl­
ctents spend those months elsewhere. 
Many go to the high country of north­
ern Arizona. 

The difficulty some people find In 
moving far away from children and 
grandchildren seems to trouble them 
more than summer heat. This Is especi­
ally true if the offspring still reside in 
the parents ' home town. Air travel for 
back-home visiting is expensive, and, 
for those getting on in years, motor 
travel is tiring. 

"But again," says one Sun Cltian 
"you must remember how mobile so: 
ciety is today. The children of retirees 
arc likely to move from place to place 
anyway as the men change jobs or are 
transferred. My four children grew up 
on Long Island, but now they all live 
in widely separated cities. There 's no 
way I could live near all of them." 
. Beyond tha t. many Sun Citians say, 
in effect, that they have paid their dues. 
They have worked hard for 40 or more 
years and made uncounted sacrifices 
for their children. Their remarks sug­
gest that during the final years ot life 
they want to live a little for themselves. 

But this doesn't mean they live self­
ishly, they add. Thousands regularly 
engage in volunteer activities. Some 
~oo volunteers work at the hospital, go­
mg on ctuty as early as 6 a.m. Others 
deliver "mea ls on wheels." Others work 
through 14 men·s service clubs to as­
sist needy people In Sun City and 
lhroul!hout much of Arizona. 

J\11(1 there arc needy people in sun 
City. i\1ost were among the first resi­
clcnts to move here in the early 1960s. 
They bough! their little houses for un­
der_ SI0.~oo and settled back to enjoy 
their retirement years on pensions and 
Social Security. But inflation has turned 
many of these once-self-sufficient folk 
into welfare cases. 

Ch_urches are crowded on Sunday 
;:iormng, because, as one resident says, 
_Maybe we've begun to worry." The 

United Church, a multidenominatlonal. 
~ong~egatlon, has a large concrete patio 
mscnhed with a huge map or the United 
States. Afte r services, the people 
1-;ather 0 11 lhc milp, each standing on 
111~ or her home stale. Trite? Well , it 
helps get people together- and that's 
11s p11rposr And l::1111 City's. 
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Thelbwn 
lboBusy 

lb Retire 
by Thelma Heatwole 

"No person can say what happiness is for another," says 
Mrs. Ray Nygren. "But no one, I'm convinced, can be happy 
who lives only for himself. 

"The joy of living comes only from immersion in some­
thing that we know to be bigger, better, more enduring and 
worthier than we are," she adds. 

Mrs. Nygren is founder and president of the Sun City 
Puppet Club whose members sew and sell items with proceeds 
earmarked for welfare and needy children. 

The Puppet Club will be twelve years old in October. 
Already they have taken in $90,000, all going to such projects 
as day care centers, schools, cancer research and for blind 
children, with the exception of cost of material and equipment. 

Each month they choose a different recipient for their 
funds. 

In another avenue, there is the Sunshine Service, Inc., 
probably the only organization of such magnitude and purpose 
in the world. It brings "sunshine" into the lives of the ill and 
bereaved. 

Sunshine Service loans from a stockpile of sickroom equip­
ment valued near $100,000 and saves residents thousands of 
dollars each year in rental fees. 

This unique service is financed solely by contributions and 
memorial gifts. It is beamed from a building worth $100,000, 
also acquired through contributions. 

Chief dispenser of Sunshine is the Rev. Duane Thistle­
thwaite, 81, who makes more than 100 calls a week to homes 
and hospitals. 

An a rmy of 400 volunteers helps with the Stmshine work. 
There are those who went to Sun.,erty to enjoy hobbies, 

golfing, bowling, cycling, arts and crafts and a homebase for 
travel. But legions also relish helping others - donating time 
and talents to service projects. 

Some find civic roles their dish. And with the expertise 
drawn from a lifetime of career work, they have much to offer. 

Sun Citians manage their own community affairs. An 
unincorporated town, residents organized the Sun City Home 
Owners Association, the Taxpayers Association and Recrea­
tion Centers of Sun City, Inc. And when the day comes for 
home rule, there will be qualified men and women to take over 
the municipal helm. 

Sun City has great human quality. That humanness is evi­
denced by the friendliness of the great majority who hail from 
every state in the United States and several foreign countries. 

Both men and women donate to Dysart Center, a haven 
of help for the poor and one of Sun City's greatest outreaches. 

Willing hands sew for the center's needy or teach sewing 
and cooking classes. Many women, trained in the Laubach 
Literacy program, teach adult basic education in reading, writ­
ing and English to Mexican-Americans and other nationalities 
at the center. Others, in a needed service, teach citizenship 
classes. 

Gertrude Flyte, who launched the evening instruction pro­
gram at Dysart, said that Dysart Center is what today's young 
people would call a "Love Project." It is supported entirely by 
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the goodwill and generosity of Sun City and the surrounding 
area. 

The Sun City Players is a "little theater group" with the 
triple-header purpose - entertaining Sun Ci.tians, donating to 
charities and improving themselves profess1onall~. . 

"Meals on Wheels" is a valuable program put in action by 
warm-hearted Sun Citians. For a fee slightly below cost, meals 
are delivered to those unable to cook for themselves, either 
permanently or temporarily. 

The Community Fund, formed in 1966 to help Sun Citians 
with need has also contributed to 26 organizations. Recently, 
in an out;each beyond the community, a generous gift from 
the fund went to the Westside Food and Clothing Warehouse 
that meets emergency needs of persons on the westside of the 
Salt River Valley. 

The community has built or is in the process of building 
17 churches of many denominations, each traditionally sup­
porting missionaries and social needs. 

Eight hundred members of the Friends of the Library 
donated 25,591 hours in four years time to the Sun City 
Library. 

Clubs organized around the hobby and craft facilities in 
Sun City's recreation centers are among the most productive 
in bolstering charitable causes. 

Woodworking shops, for instance, in good neighbor efforts 
made 269 chairs for the Arizona Crippled Children's Colony, 
wooden toys and blocks for the Glenhaven Retarded Pre-school 
Children, and bed-boards for the Sunshine Service. 

Ceramic, mosaic and clay clubs contribute to charities and 
scholarships and local organizations of national clubs contrib­
ute to a myriad of causes. Sewing clubs, too, use their talents 
to boost giving, and singing and handbell ringing groups give 
of their hearts and talents for worthy projects. 

The Walter 0 . Boswell Memorial Hospital Auxiliary story 
is one of work and dedication, with thousands of hours logged 
in volunteer service. Through the auxiliary's efforts several 
pieces of valuable equipment have been added to the hospital. 

Leading money producer for the hospital is the Resident's 
Gallery, conducted by the auxiliary. There, Sun Citians sell 
their craft work on consignment with one-third the price going 
to the Gallery. Sales have increased from $22,600 in 1969 to 
$88,200 in 1973. The Webb Co. thoughtfully furnishes the 
space, rent free for the Gallery. 

In the last five years more than 1300 consignors brought 
merchandise to the Gallery in the Sun Bowl Plaza Shopping 
Center. During each month 135 auxiliary members volunteer 
1800 hours service. 

The Gallery, of course, is of twofold benefit. It makes 
money for the hospital and serves as a needed outlet for prod­
ucts created by Sun Citians. 

The untold hours of work by individuals is a story in itself. 
And, Mrs. Elizabeth Sullivan, 83, is a case in point. 

Her self-appointed goal is to sew an average of a dress 
a day for the poor. Already she has cut out, fashioned and 
sewed 1,000 dresses. Most are channeled through the Catholic 
Church, some to children in El Mirage. Others go to charitable 
organizations. 

"Get busy," she advises seniors. "The day is twice as long 
if you are idle." 

"I have a wonderful time," she adds. 
Work of Sun Citians in another sphere is indicated in the 

Sun City Sheriff's Posse, a helping arm to the Maricopa County 
Sheriff's Office. 

Fifty men and four women were sworn into office initially 
by Sheriff Paul Blubaum. Others have since been processed 
for the ranks. 

The list of clubs and groups serving this active community 
could go on and on. But, a cross section does indicate the 
mood and the spirit of Sun City. 

It's quite true - Sun Citians are just too busy to retire. O 
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Sun City ... A Very Special Place 

We are not here to sell Sun City. We are here to praise Sun City, Arizona, and to pay 
tribute with editorial testimony to_ the developers, workers and residents of one of Arizona's 
important and vital coml"!)-llnities. 

The words, Golden Age, come to mind when we think of Sun City. Why Golden Age? 
When is it? And where? 

Sun City, Arizona is a most radiant example of an alchemic transmutation where 
common human qualities and basic earthy substance have produced the Golden Age 
standard of the world in planned community developments. 

Sun City, founded only fourteen years ago, is a young city. At year's end of 1960 its 
population was approximately 2,500. Today it is more than 33,000 and growing daily, attest­
ing to the fact that Sun City's rate of growth is five times that of the State of Arizona and 
that of Maricopa County. 

~ ·whatever the negative aspects of inflation - sure results of the process - rising 
prices of real property and increased rentals and leases are inevitable. Sun City is a profit­
able and enduring investment. Fourteen years ago, the first homes sold for $8,500 to $11,300. 
Those same properties if offered for resale today will bring three times the original price. 
For the citizen in the Golden Age of his life, Sun City assures more for his money than any­
where else. The quality of Sun City homes today, and their prices are commensurate with 
contemporary life styles and increased building costs, with prices starting at $25,000 mini­
mum. The Sun City Model Home Pavilion is a miniature World's Fair exhibit setting a world 
standard for design, interior decorating and landscaping. All models are shown with golf 
course, lakeside and enclosed patio situations. Our favorite conversation piece is the star 
of the show, with swimming pool in the foyer, mirrored ceiling and fire engine red enamelled 
bathtub - for Golden Agers with a Beverly Hills complex. 

Sun City is a haven for those who believe in a community being self-reliant. This 
utopian concept can work only where the individual 's financial stability and independence 
assures a bulwark against corruption in civic and political endeavors. 

Most Sun Citians were s0mebodies, from somewhere else. They left their dejections 
and ineptitudes behind and brought with them a limitless pool of experience which has 
resulted in a community spirit transcend ing " home-town" differences. 

It is the inborn desire of American life to seek a good measure of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness. Sun City is a beautiful chapter in the history of civilized man's record 
of searching for room, for room means freedom, dignity, composure and perspective. 

Sun City is no longer an experiment in the American stake. The wealth of knowledge 
gained through the evolution and development of Sun City has benefited and upgraded 
all planned communities irrespective of life style. 

We see in Sun City, Arizona a festival of diverse interests of civic, commercial, social, 
patriotic and aesthetic endeavors and accomplishments unmatched in promise and per­
formance anywhere in the world. 

Sun City, Arizona is one of1:he most wonderful things that has happened in the United 
States of America. / 

And in a world of beautiful places and wonderful things - that's something very 
special. 

JOSEPH ST ACEY 

Any questions? Write: Del E. Webb Development Co., P.O. Box 555, Sun City, Ari­
zona 85351. 

Of the 7,300 acres presently developed in Sun City, 1,200 
are devoted to golf, prompting writers to frequently describe 
it as a "golfer's paradise." But whether one is a golfer or not 
the nine courses make Sun City a beautiful open green place 
to live. 

With such a wide selection of courses it logically follows 
that Sun City is the scene of many golf tournaments. The first 
major tournament held there was in 1963 when the U.S. 
National Seniors Open was played on Sun City North. 

In 1973 the $10,000 Sun City Second Tour P.G.A. Tour­
nament was born on Riverview Golf Course. In 1974, this 
satellite tourney featuring the touring pros who miss qualifying 
for the Phoenix Open was played on the Sun City South Course. 

During 1973 nearly one-half million rounds were played 
on Sun City's courses. 
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Sun City spreads like a vast mosaic across former cotton 
fields. 

Between, through and among 17,000 homes wind nine golf 
courses, wide streets in varied patterns, and the irregular shore­
lines of two large man-made, fish-stocked lakes. Five recrea­
tion centers, successively more sumptuous and imaginative, 
offer a wide variety of activities-swimming, shuffleboard, lawn 
bowling, arts and crafts, tennis, miniature golf, lectures, meet­
ings of all kinds - for which residents pay an annual fee of 
$24 per person. 

Sun City Stadium is the spring training home of the Ameri­
can League's Milwaukee Brewers. Through the summer it hosts 
some of the nation's finest men's and women's softball activities. 

The Sun Bowl, an outdoor amphitheater, just this year 
featured such artists as Lawrence Welk, Freddy Martin, 
Roberta Peters and the King Family. The auditorium at Sun­
dial Recreation Center overflowed this season for such lecturers 
as Neil Armstrong and Sam Levenson. 

Sun Citians are served by six major shopping centers, 14 
bank branches, ten savings and loan association offices, two 
stock brokerage offices, 17 churches, a movie theater, a 16-lane 
bowling alley, two private country clubs, the 200-bed Walter 
0. Boswell Memorial Hospital, a 60,000 square foot medical 
arts complex and a variety of modern motels and restaurants. 

This enumeration is already obsolete, for Sun City is con­
stantly building. But to see Sun City only as an inspiring display 
of buildings is to contemplate an empty glass. The glass is 
filled by the people occupying and using these buildings. 

Sun City is people. 
Its more than 30,000 residents came from almost every­

where, have done almost everything, and represent wide ranges 
of economic, social, political, religious and ethnic backgrounds. 
Doctors, electricians, professors, farmers, lawyers, ministers, 
foremen, postal workers, company presidents, civil servants, 
merchants, insurance salesmen, diplomats, motion picture 
veterans, utility company employees, artists, stockbrokers, 
writers, teachers all live and mingle with people from dozens of 
other professions and occupations. 

Sun Citians generally have at least three common denomi­
nators. They are not poor. They are not young in years. They 
are youthful in spirit. 

Residents arc drawn from middle income, upper middle 
and even upper income ranks. Their .Jinan·cfal means have 
helped stimulate and make possible.-ffie mobility that brought 
them there. They are more curious, more active, more positive 
than many of the fellow retirees they left behind in their home­
towns. They are in Sun City by choice, after a cautious selec­
tion process, drawn by its challenges as well as by its attractions. 

At least one member of each household is over 50, and 
at the time of the initial sale of each house no prospective 
resident is under 18. 

30 

The youthful spirit of Sun Citians runs far deeper than the 
"Rah! Rah!" type. Age is a unifying, not a competitive factor, 
and each person is judged for himself rather than by the num­
ber of winters he has seen. Sun City represents a new start, 
and in this mutual undertaking each newcomer is figuratively 
a "young upstart." To really partake of Sun City, a resident 
will try new things, make new friends, think new thoughts, 
discover new interests anq talents. 

The quiet follower, freed of frustrations and insecurities 
that have long bound him, may speak out assertively, even 
assume leadership. The domineering ex-boss may be compelled 
by his new peers to listen and learn. The lapidaries, silvercraft 
shops and ceramics studios breed not just dabblers but skilled 
craftsmen, many of them veterans of 40 years behind a desk. 
The introvert is invited to the world of the extroverts, or 
permitted an understood privacy he could find few other places. 
All of this occurs within an environment that gears its pace, 
services and conveniences to the needs of the retired. 

Most Sun City residents have responded well to its oppor­
tunities. Golf courses, pools, craft facilities, recreation centers, 
and entertainment and cultural activities are used constantly 
and appreciated. Residents have organized more than 150 
clubs and organizations spanning hobby, service, civic, chari­
table and recreation groups all the way to a 65-member 
symphony orchestra. 

Sun City is a unique real estate development. 
The Del E. Webb Development Company, a subsidiary of 

Del E. Webb Corporation, set out to fuse the proper elements 
into a living, self-animating community. Sun City is a product 
of private enterprise, developed almost totally without Fed­
eral or other public involvement. It may well be the most 
commercially successful community development project ever 
built. 

The development company did create the idea of Sun City, 
plan it, build it, promote it, sell it, direct it, stimulate it and 
- perhaps most important - did not forget it. Unlike so many 
real estate developments, Sun City opened in 1960 with a golf 
course, recreation center, shopping center and motel, a two 
million dollar investment to serve non-existent residents. The 
community grew to 15,000 residents in its first ten years and 
has doubled its population in the past four. 

Sun City has a multitude of salesmen, most of them unof­
ficial and unpaid, for almost half of all new home buyers report 
they were first attracted to the community through the recom­
mendation of a Sun Citian. They do just as effective a job 
selling themselves. The turnover rate on Sun City homes in 
1973 was a low 7.7 percent, about half the national rate for 
FHA housing. Of those residents selling their Sun City homes 
last year, more than 40 percent bought new homes in Sun 
City. More than half of Sun City's homebuyers pay in full 
with cash. 

Sun City is a planned community. 
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This may be an important point in these times when public 
officials, ecologists, academicians, real estate promoters and 
reformers-at-large attribute Merlin-like qualities to city, land 
and social planners. True enough, Sun City also has had all 
of the usual brightly-colored land use maps, feasibility studies 
and planning trade gobbledygook. But, to say that today's Sun 
City was master-planned at its beginning in 1959 is about as 
accurate as saying Columbus had· a tight, pre-planned itinerary 
on his first voyage to the New World. The developer's initial 
planning effort apparently was sound, for Sun City almost 
instantly sparked to life and has evolved into a commercial, 
aesthetic and sociological success. However, the real planning 
job has been the dynamic role of monitoring Sun City's growth, 
continually assessing its changing needs, and responding 
creatively. 

Sun City is a sociological phenomenon. 
It is innovative and significant in a variety of ways. It is 

one of the largest and most successful of new communities. 
It is also perhaps the most nearly self-contained. It is evidence 
that retirees can form successfully an urbanized society of their 
own - tailored to their needs, serving their interests, providing 

Rancho Estates - acre lots with horse privileges, is located on 
Sun City's "western-most frontier" and represent the 
developments most western life style. - WES GRANT 
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activities and challenges within a pleasant environment. It is 
the most politically potent city of 30,000 population anywhere. 
It is also one of the country's largest and most complex unin­
corporated communities. 

As a retirement community it sidesteps some of the worst 
pitfalls that stymied other new communities: 1. the need for 
job opportunities, 2. adequate transportation facilities for com­
muting to jobs, and 3. educational facilities equivalent to those 
available in longer-developed areas. 

Lest anyone be deluded into thinking Sun City is Shangri­
La, it is not. It is the home of 30,000 keen, active minds with 
time and motivation to question, analyze, criticize. Few issues 
in the community are settled before they are exhausted. 

The issue of incorporation as a city is always being debated. 
In the absence of municipal government, Sun City has 
developed a fascinating complex of quasi-governmental and 
pressure groups that have collectively given the community 
much of the effect of local government without the citizens' 
ceding any real authority. Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc., 
owns and operates (through a popularly elected, nine-member 
board that serves without compensation and a salaried direc-

Text continued page 34 

FOLLOWING PANEL Pages 32-33 ► 
One does not have to cruise to exotic lands to be part of 
unforgettable sunsets - Sun City at Dusk. - WES GRANT 
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tor) the recreation centers, ownership of which is transferred 
to homeowners collectively. The Home Owners Association, 
a massive voluntary organization claiming some 19,000 mem­
bers, serves as a forceful voice for the common interests of its 
members and Sun City generally. The Sun City Taxpayers 
Association, with 4,000 members is more aggressively oriented 
toward incorporation, and takes a special interest in property 
tax matters. The Fire District Board, also elected, supervises 
the business of the fire protection district. 

Sun City is a contributor. 
A study of the economic impact of Sun City shows that as 

of December, 1973, Sun City was directly responsible for pro­
viding jobs for 4,700 persons. This employment covers a wide 
range of occupations, from the developer's employees, con­
struction workers, laborers and recreational employees to finan­
cial, health, hotel , restaurant, retail, service station and other 
service employment, drawn for the most part from outside Sun 
City. It is estimated that Sun City was responsible, directly 
and indirectly at the end of 1973, for 8,000 jobs throughout 
Arizona. 

Sun Citians bring substantial capital into Arizona with 
them and many continue to receive income from out-of-state 
sources (about 77 percent of all Sun City home buyers are 
from outside Arizona). This helps account for the presence of 
14 bank branches and ten savings and loan offices in a com­
munity with a population of 30,000. Sun City has generated 

substantially greater tax revenues for the state, county and 
school district than the costs of the services it receives from 
them. Sun Citians in 1973 paid approximately $9.6 million 
in state and local taxes, with property taxes constituting $4.25 
million of this total. Despite the minute demand of a retire­
ment community for elementary and high school facilities, 
Sun City provided about 80 percent of its school district's 
property tax revenues, thereby providing some 41 percent of 
the district's budget. Sun City, an unincorporated community, 
even contributed $594,000 to tax revenues for Arizona's 
incorporated cities. 

The celebrated beauty, the stimulating vitality, the amaz­
ing panorama of Sun City have made it a genuine tourist 
attraction. More than 250,000 visitors annually give it a major 
status in Arizona's important tourist industry, with attendant 
economic and social benefits for the state. 

The most important ingredient in the success of Sun City 
is its own success. That success, at the start, was essential 
because it gave the developer the confidence to take the r 

gambles that perpetuated that success. Performances measured 
up to and exceeded promises, assuring thousands of buyers 
that the risk they seemed to be taking wasn't a risk after all. 
Gertrude Stein might have said success has bred success that 
has bred success. 

Buildings, people, development, planning, sociological phe­
nomenon, controversy, contribution, success - these make up 
the Sun City way of life. And the Sun City way of life is what 
has made Sun City. D D D 

Arizona's largest indoor swimming pool, Sun Dial Center. - WES GRANT 
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Sun Citians Not 'Out To Pasture' ---·--------------~--------_____,/ (Editor's Note: The following Is an notary Club (there are two in Sun City). do not have "white-bait, or oyster-crab, 
open letter to staff writer Hal Lan- But what you didn't know is that he was or scrod", but other than that ... ! 
caster of The Wall Street Journal.) as nervous an? jumpy as a drop of w?- I th t u d·d. t k l f ler on a hot griddle. But he'll be back rn am sure a yo 1 a e coun o 

Dear Mr. Lancaster: 

l refer lo your article in the Nov. 16 
edition of TI1e Wall Street Journal on 
page 1, entitled "Out To Pasture", "The 
Old but Affluent Withdraw lo Sun City to 
Fill Empty Days". 

Yes, Mr. Lancaster, all the churches 
in Sun City, Ariz., are filled to capacity 
every Sunday, and l venture to say that 
nine out of every 10 men say to them­
selves, or feel in their hearts: "Dear 
Heavenly Father, we thank thee for 
making it possible for the two of us to 
live in Sun City; thank thee, dear God, 
l!)r the Jove my wife hath given me and 
for the health we both enjoy. We thank 
you for the wonderful new life we are 
experiencing here; the freedom of mind 
and body from the topsy-turvy world we 
knew back home; for the joy of seeing 
the morning sun peak over the distant 
mountains and of knowing that we have 
everything or nothing to do and all day 
to do it in." 

Your article was exceptionally well. 
written. However, it left me with a hor­
ribly bad taste in my mouth. I felt terri­
bly negative and cold all over. It was .' 

Sun City when that Oklahoma wind be- the seven l~hole golf ~our~es and .the 
gins to blow and the ground is covered four recreational cenl~t s with th~ fifth 
with up to four feet of snow. I'll bet now under construction, but dtd you 
odds that he'll be back in the summer of stand o~ the ~errac~ of the Lakes Club 
1973 overlookmg V1ewpomt Lake and take 

· note of the number of power boats, sail 
And I also know Landan Atkins, and a boats, and the poor old fishermen pull-

finer gentleman you will never meet. ing in 3- to 5-pound large-mouth bass, as 
But did you take time to visit Palm- well as six-pound catfish, and pike and 
brook Country Club bf which he is presi- trout to boot? 
dent? Did you drive out lo Palmbrook, SURE SOME of us die, e:;pecially so 
or any of the other six golf courses on when 25,000 "old" people over 50 are 
Wednesday, men's golf day, or Tuesday, concentrated in a 15-odd square mile 
which is ladies' golf day, and see the area. But, by the "Old Mill Stream", we 
number of golfers? The same is true of are living it up before we do. In this Sun 
any morning. City of ours, there is everything imagin­

DID YOU slay over for a Saturday 
night to see the jam-packed dining room 
swinging with beautifully gowned "old" 
ladies in their "poor-old" I. Magnin or 
Saks Fifth Avenue long dresses? And 
did you see the tottering old men with, 
as you say, "one foot in the grave", 
dressed, as you correctly say, in "The 
white shoes", but also re·d trousers, blue 
shirt, white tie . . . and white sport 
coat? Or green trousers with a mottled 
red on grey sport coat, all dancing to · 
music written in the 1930s? 

able for us lo do if and when we want to 
do it. We can do as much as we want or 
as little as we want. We' can linger 
around the shopping centers; or ·we can 
make our lives most exciting, enjoyable 
and eventful, without the criticism of 
our children or our grandchildren. 

very similar to a spr~ad which appeared Did you take time to visit the Lakes 
several years ago in Lile magazine Club and see the number of poor old 

So, Mr. Lancaster, come to Sun City 
unce more and take another look around 
- this time under the guidance of one 
who, with his sweet wife, is enjoying 
every minute of the hour . . . every 
hour of the day . . . every day of the 
week . . . every week of the year . . • 
until "death do us parl"I !.! 

which depicted all Sun Citiaris as a 1· Sun Citians filling its main dining room 
bunch of drunks. Whereas, your article for lunches and dinners, dancing, as at 
gives the impression that ·all of us ex- Palmbrook, not only on Saturday nights, 
peel lo see the "scrawny bones of death" but also on Friday evenings? 
al every nook and turn of the road. 

I, OF COURSE, have no -idea from 
whom you obtained_,,llour vast amount of 
"death" infonnalion, or whom you inter­
viewed lo obtain such a ridiculous view­
point. 

I cannot say that the food is as diversi-
fied as at "21" because these two places 

the small society 

Oh, yes! I forgot to mention that I 
am the chairman of the Sun City Lake­
view Rotary Club's Salvation Army Ket­
tle Day drive, which covers all of Sun 
City. 

Harrison Peddie 
Sun City 

-
By .Brickman It would be as if I were to write an 

article for The Journal, depicting the 
beauty of the cities of Milwaukee, Oma­
ha, Chicago, Denver and Kansas City, 
and describing them at great length and 
in massive detail as I saw them from 
the lounge car of a train. Naturally, I 
would not get off the train but would 
develop my impressions from persons I 
would meet and could interview train­
side. 

REt/.,f;t,A f:,e:.(l. 
NoW-D:>N'T 
AA6Wf;:.(2. ANY '-... 
OFTHS 
QU~5TIONS -ms 
CO/NIIITTE::.f;-_ 

IT~ A TfZlcil To ~T 

Sure! I know A. B. Gilliland ("Gillie," 
as we call him). We are charter mem­
bers in the "new" Sun City-Lakeview 

------------- -

WILL A~K-

-me: TfZLJTH OlJT OF YoV -

I ~ ,j, 

. ,...-,1 
..__......__j ~ t--. W) ~ - -- I 

~ I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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A Tiffie to Live 
Bob Walton 

·sun ·City: Ariz., has to be 
seen to be appreciated. 

. It will be -remembered as 
that retirement area Del 
_E." Webb gambled on 11 

"'years ago·on the desert, 13 , 
miles northwest of Phoe-
nix. , · 

does all day ·to keep busy 
it is wiser to inqu·ire how 
he is surviving. What you 
do is up to you, but it can 
be a strenµous schedule. 

To begin with, there are 
five 18-holes golf courses 
with a sixth on the draw­
ing board. Then there's 

Just 10 years ago it };lad a tennis, bowling on the 
population of 2,500, which ·green, shuffleboard, the 

. grew to 4,500 in 1963; 6,- five pools, miniature golf 
··500 in 1965; and today . and no less than 130 clubs. 
' counts more than 17,000 There's-even fishing in the ~ 
residents . - and the end lake. • . ' . ; 
isn't i~ ~ight. _ · ·" '1• , • • 1 

, . : • • · . : · Sun City is self-sufficient · 
. They're looking for a pops . with three shopping ,cen-
u~ion , of 35,000 by 1975 _ters,_an extremely modern 
~d-40,000 by I ~80. Th~re new h o s p i t a 1, medical 
1s also a Sun. City, Calif., services, eight churches -
an~ a Slm City, Fla., all -wiih six new ones to be 
bl;l1lt bx · ~ebb. But Sun built - and its own pri-
C1ty, Ariz. '. 1s the daddy of vate country club. A mov-
the three. ie theater is to be included 

Some idea of how the 50-
and-over crowd is headini 

i toward Arizona is indicat­
' ed by the sale of 733 hous­
es the first two months of 
this year. If this sales pace 
is maintained, 1971 will 
surpass last year when 
2,072 houses and a p a r t• 
ments valued at more than 
$54 million were sold. 

They've even thought of 
pre-planned retirement at 

~sun City. You can order a 
home for delivery up to 15 
months in the future and 
pay for· it at c u r I'. en t 
prices. It's a safeguard 
against further inflation 
and it costs only a down 

·payment 6f $500. 
-r' ·.• 

Desert living and summer 
heat are the first two 
questions r a i s•e d about 
Sun City. lt'.s true it .is 
built on the desert, but its 
tree• and s h r u b -1 i n e d 
streets belie the fact. It 
still gets hot - 100 de­
grees plus - but every­
t h i rr g is air-conditioned 
and nobody lives far from 
one or another of the five 
swimming pools. 

·Living in Sun City is a 
matter. of the type of 

\ house or apartment · you 
·, want - · and can afford., i Right now, ~9 new mod~ls 
. featuring s 1 n g I e family 
l units, duplexes, g a r d e n 
' and patio apartments are 

on display. A bed in one 
even has a water mattress! 

Prices range from $19,-
990 to $119,990 with a 
~n payment of 25 per­
cent and the balance han­
dled as a 7 ½ percent 
mortgage. They have built 
a new lake with an attrac­
tiye waterfall. Houses on 
jt and those facing golf 
courses carry higher pri_ce 
tags. 

lnstead of asking a resi­
dent of Sun City what he_ 

in a fourth shopping cen­
ter. 

The community also has 
an outdoor amphitheater 
in which such stars of the 
entertainment w o r I d as 
Gordon McRae; Lawrence 
Welk, Guy Lombardo and 
others ¥re presented. Top 
tiCkl;ltP(ice is $1.50. 

A lot ~~~e ' c o u I d be 
written . about Sun City. 
Some residents even hold · 
jobs in Phoenix, while oth· 
ers are engaged in person­
al ·. enterp,dses. What you 
do is up to you. · · i . . . . . ' \ 
If it ·appeals to you" the · 
thing to do is to see it 
first. As an incentive to 
visitors, the King's Inn 
Motor Hotel offers a fur­
nished kitchenette • apart­
ment for $50 a week ($75 ' 
in the winter) with som!:l I 
entertainment thrown in. 

While all -.50 states are · 
represented in Sun City as 
well as . several foreign 
countries, the big five in 

. population are former res­
idents .of California, Illi­
nois, Michigan and New 
York - with Arizona resi­
dents headi.ng the list. 

Q. An over - 65 - year - old 
school teacher I know 
with a 12-month' salary of 
$990 a month had her con­
tract changed so she is not 
paid in the spmmer vaca­
tion months and can col­
lect Social Security. Is 
that legal? 

A. Social Security tells me 
it is. Anyone over 65 and 
eligible for Social Security 
may collect full benefits 
for any month in which he 
does not earn $140. · 

;i~is 
Sun., April 25, 1971 <i . 

' .· .· ; ' 
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-. :where Olmters' Main Topics · 
· ~ A:re ·Golf ~d Their Aches and·,Pains ·· 

' T' ' I _,:-~1:':-,, .. - By Gordon Gammack 1 

~ • (TrlbUM Slaff Writer) ' • 
r-----=-:--ann11hTi7l1f, I?•• Molnu Register and !rlbun• Company I 

· ~UN CITY, ARIZ. - Driving out to Sun City for a party, 
Mary •Helen McGinn, formerly of-Des Moines 1and now a suc­
cessful ' Phoenix Realtor, ,remarked: "One reason I feel funny 
about coming, out here is that people don't talk about much ex-

. cept their<loctors and their golf scores." 

,.. 

:, 'J;'he,critjcisni was pertinent - - ------------ ~-
. - lV}d the emphasis on aches those , who got in~ on the 
"'and pains'' is a somewhat de- ground floor of the fast-grow­
· pressing factor in ,all places ing promotion that openedrin•· 
,where retired people live in~ , January of 1960. At,. the end 1 

. groups. _ _,,,,,/ ~ of the first year; it consisted, 
Significantly, one-" of Sun of 1,301 homes . and · apart--< 

City's most prominent land- · ments with 2,500'residents. -
marks is a new hospital. Now Sun fity grows at the 

Soip~ clai\Jl th~ 18,000 resi- rate of more than _ 2,000 
dents of Sun City have cut A homes a year and a pop~­
~themselves off from the relll lation of nearly 50,000 is an-

,,world and all its hardships ticipated. · 
and ugliness . ., Some residents worry - that 

It is true that there is no the 'Eommtiiiify willoecome 
trace of poverty in lush sur- ~ •toooig, 15iifoth~rsargueJlfat 
roundings •where1 apartments ' ' stze ~sn•t· .make much· dif• 
· ference because Sun City is a · 

conglomerate of individual~ 
communities, with at· \ golf, 
course, -a shopping center-. 
and a recreation center' built· 
around a swimming' pool, for·. 

Retirement:· ' ·, 
e1 oo 1 e. Th~, -GJ-. d L.f ? 

~ ~1~r-. I • 
• 
, ain..d ~llo:m e·s - range. ·froip1 
~ $20,000 fo• ~0,OC!(l.~ ~ ;.., ~. 
s ;&~ 'Citi,, ~milei-north~Lt 
• 91 downtown,PhoeniJ:, is phfjsi­
:caUy.rthe dreafll of a model 
1citY: come true. Tfie· homes­
vt~1" r there ,.. isya , ,certain 
monotony ' to them-are' neat­
.JY~:, flligp~ ·,ori , immapulate 
'street:-:- Ltk~ green· golf fair• 
way~. r .c~u:se , through t~ 
growing ·complex that also in• 
eludes., q.rtijiciaJ lakes ' and 
eilew, a waterfal!. 

The resfdents include some 
40 to 50 millionaires. The av­
erage income of all Sun Cit-

f. Jans reporteply ·is. a b o u t 

I 
$8,000 a year, but the popu­
lation includes some middle· 
·income residents, especially 

I ' ' 

each. . ,,. . ' 
When another 5,000 · p,o~u:-~ . 

lation j~ ad{ed, for..,, mstance'r~ 
the , growth i.nc.lud~~.; for:;i1'.( , 

-o~e~Q{~ go'WCOU!!e!, ~~ . 
p1J)g - cent~r and recreati<fl\~ 
center. . ... -., ,. . • .:,, 

The nub· of 'the problem for 
many who want to settl~ · in, 
Sun 1city is: Can I sell m)t 
home in Iowa, or some othe ! 
state, for enough to buy a lot 
and home in Sun City? 

••• 
Left Oskaloosa 
Home in 1960. 

Take the case of Mark Ollin• 
ger, formerly of Oskaloosa, 
a one-term Mahaska County 

Gammack-
Please turn to Page Three 

OU€~ 

l'J'll 



Gammack--
continued from Page One 

auditor who proved to be a 
jolly conversationalist once 
he had demanded my creden­
tials and was satisfied with 
them 

In 1960, the former Rose 
Hill farmer sold his Oska• 
loosa home for $19,000 and 
bought his present home here 
for $15,750. Today, he says, a 
conservative estimate of his 
home's worth is between 
$25,000 and $30,000. 

In 1960, he paid $1,000 for a 
membership. in the Sun City 
Country Club - it has the 
one private golf course. The 
other four courses are open, 
for fees, to all Sun Citians 
and some outsiders~ 

He was offered ,300 for 
the membership other 
day. 

There's a snob factor to the 
country club (a second will 
be opened soon) and a home­
owner's membership puts a 
premlum--Value on the home 
because the membership can 
become part of the sale ar­
rangement. Club dues cost 
Olinger $30 a month and he 
pays $50 a year for the right 
to use his own electric golf 
earl. 

In 1960, his' doctors told 
him to slay out of the court• 
house - "I had had a liUle 
stroke and got my vision 
shattered." 

He added: 

" Just the ~lher day a fellow 
fold me, 'If you · could have 
seen yourielf when you came 
'•ere, you'd realize what thil 
•:Ii~ ha$ done for ypu,,'!... 

Olinger plays golf almost ev• 
cry day. 

" What do you shoot?" I 
~sked nim. 

" You sure know how to 
l1urt a guy," he replied. Then 
he confided that his handicap 
,s 20, which means he often 
shoots under 100 - not bad 
for a man in hi~ 80s. He's 
even had a hole-in-one here. 

"I'm really happy in Sun 
City, and so's my wife. She 
11lays cards a lot," he cortlln-
11cd. "I'll tell you, though, 
!here's one thing about retlre­
nent, you get more crilieal of 
•,eople, I believe. I can pick 
,,ut the bad fel\ows pretty 
1Hsy. By the · same token, I 
·an pick out1the good fellows, 
oo." 

• • • 
Runs Mobile 
Home Court 

Frequently, a person comes 
11 Sun City thinking he can 
,Hord a home, then finds the 
,ver-all expenses are more 

Hl(llllT 
JAMI$ 

EONA. 

JAMES 

than he thought. One man 
who then benefits is Ray Sil• 
verman, a former Cedar 
Rapids and Deep River resi• 
dent who operates a mobile 
home court on property ad­
joining Sun City. 

"I sell to a lot of people 
who find they can't afford 
Sun City," he says. "I sell 
them a mobile hOme for 
$8,000 to $12,000 and $70 a 
month for the space. You 
see, a place in Sun City costs 

r- ~ -

i Retirement: 
The Good Life? 

J 

at least $20,000 and by the 
time a man buys furniture , 
and carpeting and draperies 
and a refrigetator, he has 
another $5,000 or $10,000 in­
vested." 

But once the capital lnvesl­
ment is made In Sun City, 
o t h e r expenses are low. 
All the recreational facilities 
except golf , - swimming, 
lawn bowling, shuffleboard, 
ceramics, leather work, lap­
idary, art, sewing and many 
others - llfe available) for 
$20 a year per person. Gro­
ceries are about the same as 
back home. / 

Taxes are sharply lower 
than in most communities, 
partly because the commu­
nity has no ,schools. (Children 
o f s c h o o I age are not 
allowed,) ... 
AmeaMan 
Lik.eaArea 

John Prather, former city 
clerk, auditor and finance of• 

· ficer al Ames, bought bis Sun 
City boll\e eight years ago 
for a little less than $20,000. 
It now ls valued at more than 
$30,000. Last year his taxes · 
were $184 and he thinks they 
may go up to $190 this year. 
In Ames, he estimates, the 
taxes on the same house 
would be $400 to $500. 

He has' found gracious liv­
ing here under tragic circum­
stances ; his wife died of can­
cer a year ago. 

"This last year has been 
very hard, but people have 

JOHN 

PRATHER 

MARK 

OLINGER 

been so kind and I wouldn't 
live anywhere else," he said. ... 
Now Walks 
Without Cane 

When Hubert James, re­
tired ol!icer of the Des 
Moines Savings and Loan As• 
sociation, came here five 
years ago, he couldn't walk 
without a cane because of 
arthritis. He walks easily 
without ~e nOW:- andof­
U!iislro7Js two miles in the 
evening with his wife, Edna: 

' · They have one of the finer 
homes in Sun City. Des 
Moines was their home all 
their lives until they came 
here. 

"l thought we should hes• 
itate about 1TIOlling from Des 
Moines," Mr,. James re• 
c a 11 s. "Hubert, especially, 
knew just about eveTlfom 
when he toallced along the 
street,. I thought he'd mil, it, 
but we weren't here along be• 
fore the same thing uw trw 
here; you know just about 
everyone." 

Is it depressing to be asso­
ciated almost entirely with 
older people? 

'l\Ve went to a fUneral the 
other day, a New Jersey 
man, a very fine man," said 
Mrs. James. "And that was 
the first time I noted that 
everyone looked so old. Usu• 
ally, it doesn't seem that 
way." 

Are there any flaws at all 
in Sun City? 

"Well, says Mrs. James, 
"When it gets to be 110, it's 
pretty hot and we do what we 
want to do outside in the 
morning, then stay inside the 
rest of the day." 

The Arizona heat Is so dry 
- humidity ts less than 10 
per cent, usually, when the 
tempentture ts about 100 -
that It Is mostly tolerable. 

" I was bellyac!bing about 
the beat one summer when I 
first came here," says Mark 
Olinger, "and a fellow said, 
'Hell, the summer's the best 
part of it,' and the longer I 
live here, the more I think he 
had something." 

(A few Iowans here spend 

the summer at Iowa's Lake 
Okoboji and the winter here.) ... 
Many Don't 
Like Dampness 

A reporter coming to Ari­
zona from places like Laguna 
Hills, Calif., wonders why 
anyone would prefer the des­
ert, with the intense sum­
mer heat, to places near the 
ocean in California. 

The first thing he's told is 
that many people can't toler­
ate the California dampness 
because of arthritis or other 
health reasons and that many 
others s imply don't like damp 
wea ther. 

T h e r e are many sim• 
ilarities between California's 
Leisure Worlds (communes 
for the elderly) and Sun City, 
but there are differences, too. 

The Leisure World, aren't 
trying to get bigger, and new 
residents limply take the 
place of those who die or move 
for other reCISOnl. Sun City re­
maim a high-powered promo· 
t ion with advertiling and pub­
licity departments ana a sales 
force of more than 50. 

There also is less regimen• 
talion in Sun City. Visitors 
and tourists can come and go 
without restriction, while , at 
Leisure Worlds, there are 
walls and fences and security 

I 
guards at all the entrances. t 
Visitors must get clearance b 
from those they want to visit, ti 
and even residents must w 
show identification each time b 
they enter a gate. " 

Many retired folk appre• c 
ciale this protection and 1 

wouldn't' want it otherwise. 
There are reports that un­

der Sun City's easy access 
policy, there were 900 rob­
beries 'in the community last 
year . 

A r i z o n a partisans talk 
ab o u t t he hippies and° _ 
"kooks" in California, the 
horrendous traffic, the smog 
(the Phoenix area Is not 
without It), and the constant 
fear of earthquakes. 

And then, invariably, they 
point out that the state most 
heavily represented in Sun 
City is California. 

I talked lo one ex-Cali­
fornian, while he was work• 
ing In a lapidary shop, about 
why he preferred Arizona to 
California. 

He replied mostly in ex­
pletives but, reduced to polite 
terms, he said of California: 

"Too many people; too 
many nuts; too many cars; 
too high taxes." 

• • • 
MONDAY - Life in a mobile 

home court in Mera, Ariz 

- - - - -- ------
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f neral Rese~f-PortrayCIJ In life /f/109 

She felt 1t overemphasize, appr_opnate." He said Ati: was the reference made work bemg done here, but I ·Crosby Dr., was quick to say expressions captured 
manypoints;likebikeriding everybody here isn't as old - . to ·the 15 mph speed limit. realize that would not be she was "horrified" at the. weren't the usual ex-
and corisumption of alcohol as the subjects in the "It makes us look like we're sensational enough for you. story. She emphasized poor pressions reisdents wear, he 
at · Jerry's __ Restaurant. selected pictures. The a _little bit dottering,t~he "I suspect now that all reporting and said " it was said. . 

It's all right to have a good woman holding the golf club said, "but I suppos~::.-'we articles in Life are distor- no m ore accurate than MRS. · LEONAR_D;· C~le , 
. , . time and go out, she said, '·had obviously ' never .. seem that way to others." tea'r· and I certainly un- anything in this world." . 10226 106th Dr. , "didn't hke 

· but "it doesn't make good played golf," he said. "You t•. MRS. KEIL. liked the derstand what Vice SHE SAID there were it very well" because she 
read!I)g." She _didn' t finish can_ tell ~hat by the way_-· _ ph~tographs and ·thought the President Spiro Agnew !11-any things s~e could prove believe~ the story "wasn'~ a 
reading the article because shes holding the club." ,_ article was generaUy "very means when he talks about inaccurate with her own true picture of Sun City 
she "got disgusted." . THE ~TORY gives the good ." ;-:.: / > · the press." information and suspe~ted people." . . 

S UN CITIAt\ Harry 1mpress1on that "our Mrs. Mary Wallace, 10870 MRS. RALPH Foote, the article was incorrect in She considered th~ pie-
Kuehn "didn't like anything popu lation · is rootesi Thunderbird Blvd. , felt 10525 Oakmont, had glanced many other areas. tures not repre~entahve of 
about it." emotionally in the '30s".anlf stro~gly enough about the only at the photographs ,'but Oliver Heckman, 10611 "the real Sun _City.'.' 

Kuehn, 9214 107th Ave. , that we're old people who published story to send the said " it was the most Caron , "kindofliked it." He The story m Life was 
said the entire article was can' t stand children and following 1 etter ~..to Life ridiculous thing I ever saw." said "some things were a bit discussed at a dinner for _12 
"quite derogatory' ' and we'r e "glad when they've magazine: .., The mood was overdone," but the writer last week. Mrs. Cole_ sai_d. 
thought the writer showed gone." ' ·Trash and garbage exaggerated, she said, and had a •·good literary style" and no one seemed to hke 1t. 
contempt for the Sun City "That's just not true," collector.s are fast and ef- Life selected the worst, and it was a good ad- Mrs. Wayne Bar-
community. He said his Kuehn said. ficient, but not so with your ':-'· most uncomplimentarv vertisement for Sun City. tholomew, 10653 Alabama 
neighbors ' ·were up in arms :\lrs. Catherin Keil, an trash collectors, P aul · pictures they could find. · Contrary to his opinion of Ave., hadn't read the story 
about it" and he knew of eight-year resident at 10417 o·Neal and Ralph Of the photos, Mrs. Earl the written portion. Heck- herself at the end of last 
sev~ral who were canceling Peoria. believed it was Crane ... they spent so much Wilkinson agreed that they man thought the week, but. many repo~ts 
their subscriptions . '"better than some" she had time securing half truths . "'gave the wrong im- photographs used were from her friends. she said. 

Kuehn added that the read. '_'Not one word was pression" of Sun City. ··terrible." They weren' t indicated that "people are 
p~otograp!.)_S were " not The only part that irked written about all the <'~arity i\lrs. Wilkinson. 10634 ~meal of life here and the most unhappy." 

I 
I 
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The Old but Affluent 
Withdraw to Sun City 
To Fill Empty Days 

' They Keep -Frantically. Busy, 
Adinit They . Feel Useless, 
But Say-· Outside Is Worse 

Go~f C~rts- & _9xygeii . Masks 

By HAL LANCASTER 
Stalf. Reporter of THl!l WALL STREET JOURNA). 

SUN CI'J'Y, Ariz.-The gray-ha.ired man in· 
terrupts the. task that keeps him busy now, the 
construction of a grandfather clock from a pre­
fabricated kit. "You J{now," he ·says thought­
fully, "when I ftrat came here I wasn't sure I 
wanted to ·be cl888ified as . an old person. But 
you get used to the idea." • 

In this p~e;:you have to . .. : . : _. 
Sun City, developed by Del E .. Webb Corp. 

as one of the nation's first retirement commun-· 
ities, remains the I~ example of. a con• 
tinwng social experiment : physical segrega­
,tion ol the aging. No orie undeT. 110 can buy a 
Sun City house. Most'rea!dent, are retirees far 
older than that. People with school-age chil­
~n, are not perml~ted to live here. 
- ,When Sun City opened in 1960, the jokes 

begpi. Sun City was "~~ere all the varicose 
/ . 

' Thia fa the . aecond of three article8 on 
old people in America. 

veins in America intersect," or wheTe the resi• 
dents "bob for oxygen" on Halloween. Many 
80CiaJ sclentlsta viewed it as a . geriatric: ghe,tto 
and p~cted that senior citizens would shun 
such a place in favor of towns where the laugh­
ter of cl:illdr~ could stiH be heard. 

The -~ologlsts were wrong. · Sun.., City's 
prevalent att:itud!! ·toward children, for exam­
ple, is neaUy summarized by one resident who 

• '!:1YS of periodi? vi81ts from b1- grandchildren: 
-,I love to see em, and I love to see 'em go." 
Sun · City, P9}>Ulalt:lon 21;1100, a place of tidy 
n~y tended · sma1!. homes, recreation facm'. 
t.le~ .and l'hopa 12 miles from Phoenix keeps on 
growing. So ~o 'dozens of other p]ia~ like it 
aroqnd ,the country, many of them inspired by 
Sun ~ty's financial success. . , 
, On the BUr{ace, all seems· Idyllic he~. Clti• 
tens rave ·abou~ the climate, ·about the diver­

, st~ns they ~ ;enjoy here. Unlike the elderly 
w Q' drift tc>,"..the· ~eap apartments of the run­
down areas of central citle.,, and whose lives 
s,re often consumed in pinching. pennies, Sun 
Cl~ans :;-e relatively well oft; houaes here cost 

~~•oot"?~J1.~ll~]~t q~te -~~tlvely 

But U peopl«: here are not'a group of old tog­
eY,s wal~-dispiritedly for the end, neither are 
:.eY •• ll~ Pro<>f th~t the~ ~1a1~:experlinent tt!'~r--0 f haa·beep a .real aucceu. A abi- · 
Sq "dui~ through talks with ecores of 
~ ·I""' • • they came ·here u- much ·to with• 
· :.~~;•~t&ty ~t placu.Httle -value on 
th~'!llt)'~d. for· the 'Cli_plat~ ~d the fun. 

"Yt!'~-_ bidlrectly, - the:f see Sun City for 
w=ut it~ landscaped, well-upho~tered, , air· 
,.: . .~ : ~.oo t,l;le.ahelf. That knowie""'e 
.. ve~. ''I' · --a 

- ..... - ........ Di.,;.., . • ' .- . . ,. . 

WALL STAAET JOURNAL Nov. 16, 1972 

7~~~~" pct"', 1s, f<fr.ce t;fo~,i ~r ' 
11ire1ne,;lt WM1'. h.'8-•company, G metal-prod• 
-uct.! concern · in the Midwest, begGn a 
who?esale upgradlt1g of younger e:eecu­
tit1es. " I felt pretty uaeless," he saya. "One 
dew I dropped fn_ on G friend of mfne who 
waa 8Ull working for the company. It waa 
around'noon and he waa pretty bu.,y, and I 
cpuld ~ee,G look fn h'8 eye8 that aafd, .'Here 
comes old Atkftl8 to mooch lunch oft me! I 
decided then Gnd there I wa., getting out. I 
wa.,n't , gofng to be a burden on my 
friend.8. II 

'l'he· men of Sun City are a varied lot, for­
mer: executives, retired mllltary officers, ex• 
postmen-anyone with the price of a house and 
enough Income to keep on living in It. Some go 
gaily plumaged in burgundy slacks, white 
shoes, dazzling knit shirts. Other slop around in 
khaki shorts and T-shirts. Almost all, however, 
are bound together by one implacable fact: 
they no longer do work that society finds use-
ful. , . 

There ·are a lucky few like Landon Atkins, 
who now Is president of a country club here, a 
job he says has made him feel more mentally 
alert. For most; there is no such release, and 
part of ·their · adjustment lies In banding to•_ 
gether with others in the same situation. • • 

Often that isn't enough. "The work ethic is 
part of our culture," says Lura Henze, a socio!• 
ogist at Arizona State University at . Tempe. 
"We get ·.status from productivity. Unless we 
change the ethic, we can't really fill that need 
for status among people who aren' t working 
any longer." A Phoenix-area psychiatrist who 
has seen many Sun Cltlaris as patients agrees, 
saying their worst problem Is "depression, 
stemming from a feeling of lack of worth." 

There Is lltUe he can do for most of them, 
he confesses ("What's the point .In attempting 
a major personality reconstruction at age 
66?"), and his experiences have made. him 
skeptical about retirement communities in gen• 
era!. " It really Is a k!J)d of segregation," he 
says. " Oh, It seems voluntary, but in part It Is 
a coerced voluntarism. There are covert feel• 
ings of uselessness driving people here.'' 

Some people cannot face those feelings; 
they can't abide the air-conditioned shelf. Like 
the Cleveland broker who moved into Sun City 
and tried to fill his life with golf. He lasted 
three , months before he couldn't take It any 
longer and went back East. Or A. B. Gilliland, 
a former used-car dealer who w.as pushed into 
retirement by two heart attacks. Too restless 
now to stay tiere any longer, he is selling his 
home and moving back to Oklahoma to watch 
a couple of investments. "They're really in 
good hands," he se;ys, "but this gives me some-
thing to do.'' . 

But relatively few who come here leave; 
Webb pec;iple put the rate at about 6%, One rea­
son is that unsatisfactory as retirement may be I 
for some in Sun City, the isolation they can and 
do experience "outside" Is even worse. And 
they know It. · 

Charlotte Bowling, an active, strong-willed 
woman of 66, says she and her husband moved 
here " because we didn't want to be known as 
Mr. and Mrs. Bowling, the old folks down the 
block.'' Showing a visitor a collection of an-

Plea.,e Turn to Page 13, Column 1 
. • I CJ u e,..ft. 



OUt.-tc/Pa{Eure·: The 01a-, :Affluent 
Withdr~w to Sun City to Fill Days 
~ . ' 

' · 1 l I ''l!..,~~ ,,;y , , '" ' ·1'. ~ • ' . . ~- l Yt!. 'P~tt~ ¥r.oin ,,f'Jt P~ge ' ·. , 
ti,:iues -collected •oveh her lU11tlme, she com• 
piain.s•thaf•somp~e'i ' slie feert,just like thelh. 
"Pepple• treat you• ll_\te an old.l.fogey, like .you 
don1t hav,e 'anytblng lfft," she s's.ya. 

Jobp T .a.;ni,' ,who Is 80, alsoJ,f ·ame here to 
,.....,,--- I f II 

avoid •isola,tio~.f "I found myse , the only re· 
tired person in a community of lt,000 people," 
he says; "and 'that's a damn lone!r life." Mr. 
Lanni 1:8 a pi:ou~ and fiercely indeJ!fndent man 
who has managed to carve out fot ' himself a 
satlsfyt.ng taskr,givlng unshlrted ~~11 to the 
forces tu D~! Vt!~bb ~d to hls\own \ellow clti• 
zens,· who h~ feels are too apathetic.. and self• 
centere, dl , · \ , · · ·' • 

• I , ' 
Though resld,nts ,own their own homes in 

Sun City, the tqwn i~ unincorporated and con• 
trolled •by .Del E1 Webb Corp. Mr. Lanni, who 
calls It, "a feual1 community," wants Incor­
poration and go~nment by residents. He con• 
cedes 'he: Has goJtel} absolutely nowhere. Why 
then does, he. k1 p on fighting? In answer,· he 
march'e_s lJlto ' his ~office," a desk and filing 
cablne~ next to l\'is washing machine, and points· 
to six ;file dra"lers . full of clips and other In• 
formatlonr o~ ; refrly everything that might 
,affect Sun City 'flt keeps me alive," he says 
simply,.' \ ~ )' . . . . 

Others ;come Sun City lo avoid the tur• 
moll of socl~tjl&Ilge, to find a· safe harbor. 
Like John S. ,Elhafer, 7f, a quiet, frail widower 
who moved bgr~ from Detroit. He fled an lnva• 
slon "by bjaclts land poor whites," he says. I 

"The attitude( there changed, there was no 
civic splrl:t/ A)l the people I wan·ted to associate 

_with went, tp the suburbs." (There are no 
blacks 1n/ sun City. A Webb puhUc relations 
man •sayfo '4 f~ blac4,,-~ave shopped for 
homes; but!}lone ha".e bought. "I guess they re- . 
allze \:hey wouldn'.t be'•too happy here," l)e says 
with a shrug.); · , ·. 

Sun· Oltians 11ke' to deecrlbe their new home 
as a toym where "Y9U can walk the streets ·at 
nig"1t," \ and that It Is. Some retirement com­
mu1Jities go to extra lengths to achieve the 
same1,thlng. Sun City Is an "open community"; 
other ,hp.vens for the affluent elderly are. close 
to being fortresses. Rossmoor Corp.'s Leisure 
Wo~l_d'l·! ygun~ Hills,, Calif., for example has 
surrowM100 .its residential sections with high 
brick, walls.and uni{ormed security guards. Ad· 
mlttan.~, ls by pass1 oniy. The outside world re• 
mains aust· that-O\.\ts19e. ; 

There . .'ts,,iof -course, one enemy that enters 
regul~rly. That ls death. 

I • . ' 
' The golfi cart,' a 'favored, mode of tra118it 

.through-Out Sun .Oity, pulls away from the 
curb, the driver checking behind for traf• 
fie. There are no clubs in the rear com• 
partment; it ia filled with a wheelchair, 
folded up, and an oxygen tank. A green 
t\'be extends from the tank to a mask 1P(>T11 
oy the driver. He speeds away, rounding 
a corner and /disappearing. 

I , 

Each morning the switchboard ~t Sun City's 
Bpswell Hqspltal lights up as callers dial the 
number for the hospital's "Reassurance Ser· 
vice."· Subscribers know that,. ·should they not 
call in, the . hospital will send someone by to 
find out what has happened to them. Other Sun 
Cltlane keep In their homes signs with a big let• 
ter "X" on them; should they become sud• 
denly, seriously lll, they place them In their 
windows to ale~ passersby. 

Jay~ Rolfer.:t Bucknam, a 62-year old retired 
Investor: "l,t seems to me that people here are 
absolutely pJtrlfled of dying. It makes them 
suckers tr,,r the medical profession. They haunt 

· doctors' o,flces. Every Sunday the churches 
are jammed. It reminds me of the war : The 
closer we got to the guns, the larger the chap· 
Jain's congregation was." 

There were_ 301 deaths In Sun City last year, 
or about 1.15% of the total population. Consider• 
Ing the age of the residents and the fact that 
many come here with chronic Illnesses to begin 
with, the number seems low but It ls large 
enough to make death a constant presence In 
Sun City. This gives some residents, particu• 
larly n~w ones, an eerie sense of temporariness 
in their relations with others. • · 

· "It's 'a he~tlilng," says a · retired .Air 
Force; colonel;" "lfvlng in a place where -you 
never know who's going next. A neighbor of 
mine, he was M, flew to San Diego a little 
while ago and signed a lease on a new place. 
The next day he was dead." 

Lillian' Devereaux Is past 70. "When I first 
came~h~re," she says, "I'd no sooner get to 
know someone than they'd die. I'd just get so 
torn µp. But tl)at's

1
the way of life here." 

··Not everyone ,agrees with Mr. Bucknam 
that1Sun Cltians are terrified at th.~ thought of 
thell' own dea,thsi But It Is agreed that the 
death ,of , a spouse In Sun City Is one of the 
worst things t1tat '. can happen to the survivor. 
Sun City Is a place geared largely to couples. 
To settle in here · apd then lose a husband or 
wife Is to lose,a measure of social acceptance, 
a sense of place, all over again. 

Also, the bonds between husband and wife 
~ I 

In Sun City are many_ and extremely strong; 
they have been forged perhaps over 50 years, 
for one 'thing, and often are strengthened still 
more by retlrelllent and moving, twin traumas 
that force a couple to rely even more heavily 
on each other. "I've known couples who go ev· 
erywhere, do everything, together," says one 
Sun Cltlan. "They even go to the Laundromat 
together. When one · dies, It is a terrible trag• 
edy. In most of these situations, remarrlag~ 
soon follows, and about half of these are bad. 
A Sun City clergyman agrees, adding: "It's in• 
evltable. They are just looking for friendship 
-when the house Is empty." 

Many of those· left alone enter singles orga• 
nlzatlons, like the Dutch Treat Club, ~r ~ry In 
other ways to seek companionship. It s pa• 
thetlc," says one woman, "to see these widows 
come down to the recreation center at night 
and try to get into card games. Some of them 
don't even know how to play." , . 

Most just endure and survive. Says Amelia 
Lewis 69 and widowed: "I had a son who 
played football at Columbia, and we would all 
go to all the Ivy League schools for games 
every week. I'd make banners, and we'd .all 
wave and cheer. It's so hard to go from four 
men In the house to none. But boys can't al· 
ways be small, they have to become men, and 
they can't stay at home, and things have to 
change. You have to adjust." 
. But how to adjust? How to evade loneliness 

and fear? At Sun City, you do it by staying In 
motion most of the time. You play. 

"I'd been used to being the head of my 
own bti$iness," the woman says .. '.'I came 
out here and found I was nothing. I got 
used to it. Then I looked in t?e :nirror, 
looked at the calendar and I said, Honey, 
you've had it. Do you want to Uve and _en• 
joy the re8t of it, or do you want to ,ust 
8it here and die of a stroke 1' " 

Walking through the model homes at Sun 
City, a public-relations man makes the inevlta• 
ble claim: "We don't just sell a house here, we 
sell a way of life." This time, though, it is true. 
The guldli1g credo of Sun City Is "active retire•. 
ment," and lt Is taken serlpusly. There Is a cult 
of activity, a wholesale effort to keep the blood 
flowing, the joints rotating, the hands .~usy. 
"You dori't rust out here, you wear out, one 
resident says. · 

This has been beneficial to many Sun Ci· 
uans, who a.re trim, deeply tanned, and who 
look far younger than their actual ages. Partic• 
!pants feel freer to enjoy themselves at actlvl• 
ties that, on the outside, might draw ridicule­
like the sight of helmeted, booted grandmoth• 
ers ripping down the desert roads on their Ho~; 
das. "These activities are good for people,, 
says Father Palmer Plourde of St. Joachim s 
Church In Sun City. "There are many who 
come out here and start riding bicycles and 
swimming for the first time. They couldn't do 
that elsewhere. They tell me, 'Father, there's 
no one to Zauuh at us here. We're all In the 
same boat.'" 



,. 

' t -:-,-
out •~d. There are the . ver ... on With-
ing flelda and card roo cratt ihop.s, poqls, play-
are more than 100 • clu:14t ot Webb, and there 
handbell ringing to mO: or everything from 
are entertainments at th e1 railroading. There 

·rence W'i'lk •Libera e un City Bowl (Law-and softball ce, t!Je Eighth Army Bnnd) 
games featuring the S 

Saints, a semtpro wome , t un City 
in S n s earn. It is p ibl un City to go full tilt t oss e 
night, tor days on end with rom morning to 
same acUvity twi • out repeaUng the ce. 

But to some residents th 
frenzy to it all. Sun Cit \1 ere ls a touch of 
golf courses bullt to· Y as no less than six 
once; and still theyserve up to 2,600 goUers at 

are crowded• It i mated that over 10 000 S , s esti-
dents have been k~o un Cltlans golf. Resl­
near the tees to insur~nto c~mp out at night 

A visitor t th ear y start. ' 

I 
Center finds J:e Z:,,p~;~ La:eview Recreation 

~ about 80 retirees all m s hoanip brimming with 
f • ec cally dr J 
~~ ~:~ash bags rocks that look just 11:e\~! 
says he now have polished already. One man 
and goU. Anoi:rtw:u1terests in life-lapidary 
pair of bifocals, gives ~cMfhllan, ~eers over a 
says. "I'd s c erub s grin and , · go crazy if I didn't • 
can't work; bum ticker I , come here. I 
what else. Is there?" · don t play golf. So 

The activities available at Sun Cit . 
overwhelmingly geared to some Y are 
cal action or sklll · there ls al kind of physl­
keep the mind in• most nothing to 
problems ol the da tu;e or to engage ft with 
Sun Cltlans seem y. hat may be because few 
!ems of the da very Interested In the prob­
role in dealini ~~~m~:e, now that their active 
that the Forum Club e'?;,_ls over. Thus ft "Is 
t • a ...,,cusslon grou ered on current ·atfal P cen­
about a year and th rs, petered out after 
aloni;. With 1s' m b e Great Books Club limps 

.6 em ers. 
Th1s distresses a ml rft . 

the constant whirl of p:o I Y wh.o believe that 
ys cal activity ls with-

• o'un·eal 'Importance. "How m'any ' thousll.nds•of 
~htrays do you have to make before you feel 
worthwhile?" one man asks. "How many 
games of bridge do you have to play? I know 
men who play six nights a week every week. 
That would drive me clean out of my skull." 
Others call Sun City "an Intellectual desert" 
and complain that they have to drive to Ari• 
zona State University to find any stimulation. 

This m,uch seems Indisputable, however: 
What diversions Sun City does offer are better 
than doing nothing at all. And so, the people 

1 
keep on coming: 

· Nearly bli11d behind thick glasses, his 
cane tapping, the old man shuffles his way 
to a table at Del Webb's King's Inn. He 
stops to chat with a visitor, and asks about 
Los Angeles . I t is smoggy. he is told. "That 
place is just too big," he says. Looking out 
the window, he adds: "This place is get­
ting too big, too." 

Del E. Webb Corp. expects Sun City's pop­
ulatton to more than ,double, to about 55,000, 
by 1980, Already residents wax nostalgic about 
rhe Good Old Days, when everyone knew 
everyone else; now, with its shopping centers, 
~u1>urban sprawl and the tendrils of smog 
visible over Phoenix, Sun City ls starting to 
become a little too much like the places they 
left. 

"Sun City used to stop at the corner," says 
a retired military man, "and I think the old-ti· 
mers preferred that. But now It looks like It's 
just going to be another part of Phoenix. It 
Isn't a quaint little town anymore." 

Neither are other retirement communities, 
growing in number and size. Webb has built 
three Sun Cities-the two besides this one hav­
mg been sold to other Interests. Rossmoor 
Corp. has five operating now, all being ex-

panded, and ls currently developing three more. 
Leisure Technology Corp, has five "Leisure 
Villages" open, with three more to be opened 
throµg_h

1
1973. There are numerous other devel• 

opers bf. individual projects busy, too. 
So far only a te~ hundred thousand Amer!• 

cans live in places like these, and In a few proj­
,ects 'sales have been disappointing. But the 
ldea'planted here ls stlll fairly new, and overall 
the industry expects great growth. Robert E . 
Rosenwald, executive vice president ot Ross­
moor, notes that the over-60 population Is ex• 
peeled to rise to about 60 m1111on In eight years. 
"Even If only 1% of tha t number wanted to live 
In : ·retirement communities," he says, "we 
couldn't meet the demand." 

!'But Will that many want to make · that 
choice? Given the alternatives, It seems likely. 
Says one man: "The other day my neighbor 

' came to me and said, 'I told myseU when I 
caine here· that this was going to be a wonde • 
tul place . . I would believe that, even it.~ 
weren't true.' " '' 
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For the 
retired, 
a world 
all 
their own 

- - - - ----

Two ladies huddle against the chill at a sunrise service at Sun City, Ariz. 

Are old people really happier when surrounded by large families and the patter of 

little feet? Many are, of course. But 15 years ago someone decided that a lot of 

them would much rather have people of their own age to lean on for companion• 

ship---and created the first "retirement community" in Youngstown, Ariz., a set­

tlement designed exclusively for the elderly. Since then dozens of similar commu­

nities have sprung up, particularly in the Southwest. The good life in one of 

them-Sun City, Ariz.-is described on the following pages. Retirement commu­

nities are not for everyone. They require a willingness to sever ties to old sur­

roundings. They require some capital as well(page 53). But for those who are psycho­

logically and financially equipped, a retirement community is a good bet for secu­

rity, congenial company and what elderly people really want most-independence. 

45 



'You Illake 
so Inany 
friends here~ 

by PAUL O'NEIL 
h e old have always felt superior to the rest 
of 1he population; they have already been young, 
after all-they have, in fact, already been middlc­
aged- and are fully cognizant of the inadequacies 
,;ttendanl upon immalurity. Despite th is sense of 
uniqueness. _\hough, they have also been ignored. 
The rare septuagenarian who has been rich 
enough, mean enough and shrewd enough lo dom­
inate his lout ish if well-meaning rela1ives and 
neighbors has done so on a heroic, individual ba­
sis, not unlike an animal lrainer maintaining a pre­
carious ascendancy over a cageful of man-eating 
ligers. The advent of "retirement lowns," how­
ever. has induced a compensatory social phenom­
enon-pure populations of lhe aged which arc al­
most lotally uncontaminated by anyone u nder 50. 
None is more revelatory than a venerable com­
pany, now numbering upward of 14,000souls, I hat 
has encamped for the remainder of ils colleclive 
Jays al l,ooming Sun City, Ariz. 

Ai;ing, midJle-class Americans have been hiv-
ing at Sun City almost since big1ime Conlraclor 
Del Webb, once a part owner of lhe New York Yan­
hes, bega n building the first of ils low, while­
roofed, pastcl-linted houses across lhc mou111ai11- / 
r immed desert near Phoenix ten years ago. The 
lown- which includes four golf courses, 1hree big 

shopping malls, a hotel, four swimming pools and 
four lawn bowling rinks as well as community cen­
ters wilh stone-polishing rooms, woodworking 
shops, 1herapeutic pools and illuminated outdoor 
shuffleboard courts-has now usurped eight 
square miles of a vast plain o nce devoted to let• 
iuce and cotton ficlJs. It is pushing rapidly inlo 
new miles ofAat. dusty red land. Webl,'s conslruc• 
lion crews loil ceaselessly at laying new asphalt 
slreels and raising new rows of towering, Califor­
nia-l,red palm trees. They complete seven new 
houses a day, some of I hem bordering a 33-acre ar­
t ificial lake that lioasts nol only a nylon bottom 
(10 keep its contents from draining off inlo 1he 
J ry earlh) but a 28-foot artificial waterfall. 

Sun City houses a surprisingly varied popula-
1ion. People from relatively humble walks of life 
have more difficulty financing retirement there in 
1970 lhan lhey did ten years ago (when a two-bed­
room house cost $8,900, as opposed to S17,990 
1oday) but a good many still calculate they can 
live o n S 100 a weP.k once they have paid for a 
house. Retired physicians, engineers, lawyers and 
Army officers have meanwhile Legun settling in in-

CONTINUED 

_Photographed by RALPH CRANE 
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[\·cry Su mla~·. Sun Ci1y re-,i1le111-. 
form up around a huj!l' m.1p uf tlw 
1 ·.~. In l,!rCct 11C¼t·1111wr ... \\ hn pn ... t 
thl•m .. ,·h t•:, on their home :,lJlt.':,. 

The bi,:,g'!sl social acti\'ity is tlanc­
inJ!. Cla~se<t, inducli11g s..·parate 
ones for \\otncn (al,orc), ,;i\C rcs­
idcnh. who are out of vraeticc a 
dH111t·c lo hrush up their lech­
ni,1uc for the big weekly ,.lance 
(left). Their las le in dancing Alyles 
i~ suitably staid- rouml, s11,rnre 
anJ ballroom. No frui;gini;. jiller­
bugging or even Charle.toning. 

t •.• 

Emphasis at Sun City i,on the not­
too-strenuou• outdoor life (above 
and below). for the energetic, 
there is tennis, horseback riding. 

~ ,,h~--- . . .. 
~J,J ¥--.- . .,. 

~ " ... E ~"""'t .., ··""',1.-: .. : ...... ;, I b't .-.- .. .... -,,,:;.,•::.• •· . . 
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For kiddy-harborers, the silent treatment 
CONTINUED 

creasing numbers-often in more expensive hous-
. es like the deluxe "lakeside" model al $33,~. 

Rich or poor, however, Sun City's populatfon is 
rooted emotionally in the 1930s, is overwhelm­
ingly Republican and would slay up way past bed­
time any night to hear Lawrence Welk. 

Sun City males tend to be automobile polish­
ers who affect golf caps and cardigan sweaters and 
are devoted to opposing philosophical attitudes 
about lawns: one school tends and waters grass 
even though it must be replanted annually after 
bdng killed by the summer heat, while its oppo­
nents put down tar paper, cover it with green­
dyed gravel and labor to keep so much as a single 
blade from poking through. Their wives may very 
possibly have sworn off the tyranny of fashion 
sometime back in Ike's first administration; if they 
suspect that blue hair, red nail polish and rhine• 
stone-tritnmed harlequin spectacles are no longer 
the height of chic, brigades of them remain un­
dismayed by that intelligence. Hundreds of cou­
ples-some say one in five-have installed and 
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The mascot of the Pedal Pushers Oub 
travels in style behind its mistress's 
saddle. At right, a bewigged resident 
does a takeoff on a country yokel. 

p1,u:tice assiduously on living room organs. Au­
.tomobiles seldom move faster than 15 miles an 
hour on Sun City's wide streets, which is just as 
well since hordes of the more sporting types drive 
fringe-topped electric golf earls that go slower yet 
and old ladies pump three-wheeled bicycles (or 
Adultrikes) with a deliberation that must be seen 
to be believed. 

These aspects of group retirement are all rel­
atively predictable. But Sun City also demon­
strates that older people-when they, rather than 
the young, comprise the local power bloe--will en­
gage inan unsentimental rejection of all sorts of al• 
titudes and postures which are generally expect­
ed of them when they are in the minority. Not 
one in a hundred, apparently, felt the slightest 
wrench in abandoning the old homestead and 
heading off to bask in Arizona. After banding to­
gether, too, they quickly seem to lose any impulse 
to soft-pedal views their children or ex-neighbors 
might consider antediluvian if not actually anti­
social. The hot, dry desert weather is a primary 
source of the enthusiasm with which new arriv­
als embrace Sun City. But they also speak of it 
with candor and satisfaction as an oasis in a world 
that grow3 nuttier with every passing day. The 
town has no hippies, no smog, no race problem 
(since, in fact, it has no Negroes), no riots, no 
bombings, no LSD and no relief rolls. It is the 
rare inhabitant who is not ("by God") against 
them all. 

This rejection of the outer world works two 
ways; Sun City's citizens, as if by some wordless 
common agreement, shuck off aspects of their own 
earlier lives as well- particularly the grim maneu­
vering for social advantage in which so many 
Americans engage during their productive years. 
Two avenues of ostentation, for one thing, are al­
most closed : everybody's house looks like every­
one else's "model," and opportunities to flash any 
but functional clothing are rare. The town's as­
tonishing round of "activities" forces people to 

know their neighbors and, apparently, to appre­
ciate them. The list of clubs (Lapidary, Bell Ring­
ing, China Painting, Euchre, Stitch & Knit, Ce­
ramics and Silvercraft, to name only a few) is diz­
zying, and there are instructional courses in ev­
erything from dancing to gymnastics. "You make 
so many friends here," say innumerable breath­
less if dogged practitioners of "staying busy." 
"We have so much in common." Then, pronounc­
ing what seems to be a universal figure, "We must 
know a hu11drcd people. It doesn't matter what 
you used to be; all that counts is what you do here." 

Few in Sun City uphold this democratic view 
more vehemently than one of its millionaires, 
Dean Babbitt, a bald, husky and forceful fellow 
of 81 who made his considerable pile as president 
of the Sonotone Corporation between 1936 and 
1946. Babbitt has lived grandly in his time-Ame­
lia Earhart's husband, Palmer Putnam, sold him 
the couple's 22-room house with its acres of lawn 
at Rye, N.Y. after the aviatrix was lost. He has 
known his share of big men. "Tom Watson. Char• 
lie Schwab. I knew Ike pretty well." But Babbitt 
is a critic of Sun City's country club (350 golfing 
members, 120 social members and a long waiting 
list). "They never should have started the thing 
and I want no part of it. We felt like pioneers 
when I came here. tvery man was as good as the 
next. I hate to see any of this snobbishness." 

0 Id Se11lcr Babbill is also quick to defend Sun 
City against the gibes of certain irreverent out­
siders who- since death is quite obviously a fact 
of life among the elderly-have found a macabre 
and raucous humor in the way the citizenry lives 
it up in the interim. Sun City's cemetery-Sun­
land-invites such emphasis on incongru ity by 
certain effects apparently calculated to keep any 
civic moroseness at bay: vases containing plastic 
flowers at each grave, a large elevated granite book 
inscribed with the Lord's Prayer, and a surpris­
ing though indubitably patriotic public notice on 
a flagpole at the entrance ... "Flag flying in mem­
ory of Katherine Johnson." In actuality Sun City 
people treat the subject of death, when they speak 
of it at all, with blunt and rather gallant realism. 
Six of the Square Club's functionaries, for in­
stance, telephone ten lieutenants who in turn tele­
phone ten members when one of their number 
dies. "That way we always have a good turnout at 
the funeral." Says Babbitt, pulling forth a neat 
leather ledger: "My father-he was an Episcopal 
minister- left a hell of a mess when he died. I 
won't." Babbitt is a tough bird-his pelvis, his 
left arm and several ribs were broken in an au­
tomobile smashup two years ago, but he walks 
without a limp. Still ... "See here," he says. ''In­
structions to be followed after my demise. Close 
friends to be notified. Burial instructions. What 
to do if caused by accident. Stock trading account. 
All my wife has to do is open this and her prob­
lems will be solved." 

All sorts of commonplace institutions seem to 
have taken on new significance .and altered over­
tones during ten years of cultivation in retirement 
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Stop! Don't take 
it out on your old 
water heater. 
Just take it out. .. 
and install 
a flameless 
electric water 
heater. 

• Fast, economical 
• Quiet, no flame 
• No pilot, no flue 
• Fits almost anywhere 
• Plenty of hot water 

all the time 

While there's still time, 
calryour electric utility 
company. 

The Flameless 
Electric Water 
Heater is todmrs 
matchless value 
Live Better Electrically 
Edison Electric Institute 
750ThirdAve.,N.Y.,N.Y.10017 
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Letters to bring 
tears to glass eyes 
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is the Spur Feeding Company. Nobody in Sun 
City's early days was even aware that it was en­
gaged in fattening several hundred cattle on land 
directly opposite the town's southern border. But 
30,000 beasts are now being force-fed for slaugh­
ter, and the slightest air currents, residents claim, 
blanket a mile or two of settlement with a greasy, 
sickening and inescapable odor. 

Noise or not, the inhabitants feel a sense of pa­
triotic kinship with the young pilots of the howl­
ing aircraft. But they are doing their best to de­
molish the cattle feeder~. They are also standing 
fast; owners of homes facing the country club's 
fairways, where "the smell" is at its worst, have 
enclosed and air-conditioned their patios rather 
tl,!~n giving any thought at all to moving away. 
Thus forted up, they are engaged in six separate 
damage suits against the perpetrators of olfactory 
outrage-charging, among other things, that cows 
foul the air near Phoenix with an intolerable 
amount of pollutant gases and volatile liquids 
- and can hardly wait to burst through the court­
room doors and lay about them. 

But while these alarums and excursions seem 
to enliven the minds and the metabolism of in­
habitants who are involved, they are only arti­
ficial and temporary stimuli when compared lo 
John A. Lanni, a Garibaldi risen unasked among 
a citizenry with no slightest thirst for glory. Most 
of the people at Sun City regard the Del Webb De­
velopmen t Company with gratitude and think of 
its head man as a sort of Big Daddy-even to speak­
ing his name Delwebb as though it were one word 
with the accent 011. the first syllaLle. Johu Lanni 
is convinced that they have all• been "brain­
washed," that such serviU ty is unmanly and un­
realistic and that they should ri~e, get the town 
"incorporated" and run it themselves. A big pro­
portion of the inhabitants shudder at this, and out­
raged letter writers complain incessantly in the 
local press that he is attempting to expose them 
to "dirty politics" and "rotten graft." 

DE,\N BABBITT:"[ 

hale lo sec any of 
this snob/Jislmess." 

---------
JoHN A. LANNI: 

"With 50 men we 
could lick them." 

Lanni, now 78, is an absolutely splendid fellow 
-dogged, simple, electrified by the most minute 
and confusing detail of any subject he tackles, and 
an idealist prepared lo be hung up by the thumbs 
before submitting to an oppressor-any oppres­
sor. He knew poverty when he was a boy, played 
football while putting himself through Colgate 
with the class of 1910, served in France during 
World War I, knocked 'em dead as a salesman of 
men's belts (Hickok) in the Middle West there­
after, and has lived in Sun City and fulminated 
against its Establishment for 10 dedicated years. 
He has humor. "Here are letters," he says, wav­
ing a sheaf of his detractors' prose, " that would 
bring tears to a pair of glass eyes." He is, he says, 
"a man of high principle"-and only a cynic 
would disbelieve him-who holds that "the only 
reward for a good deed is having done it." He has 
hope. His brown Italian eyes Rash in his eroded 
face as he grins and says, "If I could find 50 men 
like myself we could lick the sons of bitches." He 
will no t. But though neither Lanni nor his critic~ 
seem to realize it (and least of all Webb's evan­
gelistic publicity men, who react to his Iese maj­
esty as though they honestly believed he had taken 
leave of his senses), he must be regarded as the ul­
timate symbol of Sun City's scheme of things. 
There is no "activity"-ah lovely irony-like ven­
detta, and it seems impossible that the Del Webl, 
Development Company will not keep him alive 
until he is 1()() years old. ■ 

As darkness steals over Sun City, residents dance away the evening hours 



Different kinds of retirement ·communities 
~ ot everyone wan ls to spend his evening years 
irrounded by jolly types like the people at Sun 
,ty-most retired folk couldn't afford to in any 
,se. But retirement communities come in all sorts 
f forms and combinations-urban and rural, age• 
·gregated and age-mixed, rental and purchase, 
,,!,lie and private-and retired couples wishing 
, live among their own kind can almost certain-
find a community somewhere which is tailored 

, their taste and budge!. The basic types are de­
r il,ed below. 

• 
f.1,u.~c" rclirt!ment commwut,eJ. Sun City is 
1ypical example. Such communilies consist 

I one-family houses which members buy oul­
~hl .and mai ntain al their expense. They lend lo 
, iso1a1ed, self-sufficient colonies with their own 
oopping centers and recreational facilities. So­
al life is intense, and they are likely lo be lo­
tted where the weather is warm (most classic 
·tiremenl communities are in Florida, California 
,,d the Southwest). They appeal most to young­
' , more gregarious retirees who want to enjoy ac­
ve, healthy lives removed from the cares of the 

11 tside world. 

• 
lpartment complexes. These are either high• 

rise buildings or clusters of connected bungalows 
sprawling across landscaped acres. Physically they 
resemble ordinary apartments except that they are 
available only to the elderly. Some are specially de­
signed with old people in mind- grab bars in bath­
rooms, electric outlets high on the wall to save 
stooping, and other safety conveniences. Others 
deliberately avoid such features on the grounds 
that they tend to depress the tenants. Apartment 
complexes, as might be expected, are usually 
found in and about cities and therefore appeal 
most lo urbanites who value privacy yet want to 
keep in touch with the life they know. Like or­
dinary apartments, they are available as condo­
miniums or cooperatives. Cooperatives, unlike 
condominiums, do not sell their apartments out­
right. The initial "occupancy fee" -in a cooper­
ative is lower than a condominium purchase price, 
but the monthly fees for ren t and maintenance 
are higher. Cooperatives therefore best suit peo­
ple who have higher and stabler annual incomes 
but less cash in hand. 

• 
Life-care communities. These may resemble 
either apartment complexes or places like Sun 
City. The difference is that life-care communities, 
most of which are church-sponsored, guarantee 

their members complete security for the rest of 
their lives with no extra charge for medical or spe­
cial care. They appeal, therefore, lo people con­
cerned abou t who will look after them when they 
are senile or in terminal illness. Many have built­
in hospitals, communal dining halls where people 
can eat when they don't feel like cooking in their 
own quarters, and many other services and con­
veniences. But the cost of all this comes high. 
New members pay an initial entrance fee of as 
much as $35,000, yet they are only tenants in 
their homes, relinquishing lhem to newcomers 
when they die. Monthly maintenance charges are 
also sleep, and may increase wilh costs. The rale 
for a medium-sized unit al one New Jersey com­
munity, for instance, has doubled in the past live 
years, and many members .,.-ho could barely af­
ford to live there in the first place have had to suf­

_fer their losses and move out. 

• 
Public housing. Some towns and c111es main-
tain government-subsidiied living units in ordi­
nary apartment buildings as homes for retired peo­
ple with modest incomes. Rents average about S35 
a month. This is only one of several different kinds 
of living arrangements that are sponsored by fed­
eral, s tale a nd local agencies. At present, there 

, CONTINUED 
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The cost of a college education is up 70% since 1959. 

What! 
You still don't 

ownany 
mutual funds? 

Above all, a look 
at the fine print 
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are more than 235,000 public housing units avail­
able for the elderly in over 5,000 projects across 
the U.S., either in regular dwellings or in spe­
cially designed buildings. The more recent public 
housing projects arc less grim and institutional 
than the older ones, and offer the best bargain in 
retirement living anywhere. Another opportunity 
worth looking into is low-cost retirement hous­
ing sponsored by unions and fraternal organizu­
tions, with the help of FHA loans . 

• 
Within these basic categories, there are all kinds 
of variations and experiments. Port Charlotte, 
Fla., for instance, hns a colony much like Sun 
City with an added mix of younger families and 
children. Syracuse, N.Y. has a public housing 
project which (more riskily, one would think) 
brings retired folk and college students together. 
There will probably be further efforts to make re­
tirement living more varied and flexible after 
next year's White House Conference on Aging. 

To find out about places to live and about retire­
ment opportunities in general, people should write 
to the Administration on Aging, HEW, Washing­
ton, D.C. 20201 or get in touch with Harve.t Year.,, 
a useful publication for the elderly, which is at 104 

L k I t East 40th Street, N.Y.C. 10016. Before deciding 
OC oose cas ers where to settle down they should certainly visit 

"into cha"1r leg·~ the place and tall: to the people who live thrrr. 
~ - - ---f---------7'(1,oove nil they shou ld have their lawyer scan the · f -k_;., ... ,~• .. ,,..... . 

~ or eeps fine print of all deeds and contracts to make sure 
• that no disagreeable surprises will mar what ought 

.When casters come loose, fill the 

Play tested toys 
leg hole like 1>rofesaional repairmen lo be enjoyable future years. ■ 
do - with GENUINE PLASTIC 
WOOD. Handles like putty - hard-
ens like wood. Insert caster while 
PLASTIC WOOD is wet. It holda 
tight to both metal and 

In Sun City'• weaving workshop, residents ply looms 

SOLD ALL OYER AMERICA AT POPULAR PRICES 
wo•u, TOY MOUSE 

SAINT rAUL. II INN[SOTA S5102 
dfmiotl ol TellllOflt Co,poulion 

New Discovery 
Makes Stuck 
Windows Slide At 
Fingertip Touch­
Without Oil. 
No mou . No waiting. No oily fingers: 
One sw-o-o-sh I And tight stuck win­
dows, drawers and zippers slide easy 
when you spray new 3- IN- ONE 
DRY-LUBE. Eliminates.::_~ 
friction without oil. The ~ 
secret is a new spray lub­
ricant so clean it won't 
soil your best clothes. Get 
·a.IN-ONE DRY-LUBE 
at all hard ware outlets. 
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wood. Get GENUINE 
PLASTIC WOOD Cellu-
lose Fiber Filler In tube or lt'!'!II 
can. In hardware stores or t~ 
supermarkets. 

PLASTIC~ 
WOOD~ 1111 
ca 
Roto-Rooter 
t~,rn: r ,)!:f I ~~I~ 
i:Out~r I t~!~,:: 1,:; 
prompt service. 1111 
Roto • Rooter man 
Ruor . Kluns• any 
sewer or drain -
kitchen, bath, bast• 
ment or laundry. 
LH~U 'em 11kt 
new. No muss, ~ 
fuss . Call tht com• 
pany milltOns dt· 

r.t'!.::.:. 111,;,•~ 
only on, ..• you'll 
find yours listed In 
the pl'lone book, 

•

~,o-
Roro-RoonR CORPOt!ATION, 
Wut 011 Moines, Iowa 50265 
.•.. , ... .. , ....... 
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The secrets 
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RETIREMENT 

lrthur and EJthu l1'iruton stroll alons 
~. whitt sands of the Florido Cul/ Coast 
,a, their home at Port Chorlotu. 
her moved there for their retirement 
,.a,, from Ttnntnet. The IFinstons planned 

" th,dr old a1e. With o modest income, 
l i,y hove happily odjUJltd their livtJ to 
,,II-time leisure. Ht .says, 
Vow that our two son.s art 1rown. 

, art uptriencins some of the btSI 
•mes of our life. We tnltrtd 
11to ret irement without any resentment." 

By GEREON ZIMMERMAN 

EACH DAY IN THE UNITED STAT&S, 11,500 babies be­
gin life, and, each day, 3,000 people celebrate their 
65th birthday. While a baby's fi rst squalls bring 
joy, the bdginning of the "golden years" often brings 
anxiety and even fear. 

More and more Americans today face the prob­
lems lhat come with retirement. In 1960, there were 
15. 7 million people 65 years or older in the nation, 
and they comprised about 8. 7 per cent of the popu• 
lation. By 1975, they will number 20 million. 

That so many people are able to live ao long is 
a historic medical and social triumph. It is also a . 
situation explosive with challenges for the individual 
and for society. Dr. Leon Lewis of Berkeley, Calif., 
says, "The realities of aging are as complex as life 
itself and much more intense, all the way from eco­
nomics lo psychiatry." 

In a way, we are becoming used to "gelling older." 
The gold watch given for years of faithful company 
scr.)'i6, the sun-drenched benches in California and 
the floodlighted shuffleboard courts in Florida have 
become fixtures ( and reminders) in our culture. They 
have even become easy marks for humorists. 

As recently as 15 years ago, the words "geri• 
atrics" (meaning the study of diseases of the aged) 
and "gerontology" (the study of the process of aging) 

Photographed by DOUGLAS KIRKLAND 

-.. 
l.00~ STArr 1l' RIT[R 

stood for interesting but obscure scientific pursuits. 
Today, the research output in these fields is lremen• 
dous and is increasing rapidly. And debates about 
the financing of welfare plans for the aged arc among 
the hottest and moat important. 

For the older individual, the experience of aging 
is as intimate as a family quarrel-or a love nllair. 
Yet in scores of interviews with older persons and 
experts in the fields of gerontology and geriatrics, 
patterns do emerge to define "successful retirement." 
These insights arc summarized on the following page. 
They are coupled with the realization that l ) some 
people do not want to retire at all and 2) the United 
States, after 25 years of Federal Social Security pro­
grams, is just beginning to become aware of the needs 
and the desires of the older person in modern society 
(see Old Age: The New Frontier). 

The secrets in the art of living-a process intensi• 
fied by age- have been given by retired people who 
face their later years with realism and with hope. 
They demand the utmost of the individual. As Leo 
Simmons of Columbia University writes: "Theellorts 
and the strategy of life had better go on, refined and in­
lensi fied . ... Aging can be good or bad. When it is good, 
it generally is more of an achievement than a gift. 
... Aging must be gamy to the end to be very good." 

continued 
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RETIRE'.\IE!\:T continued 

f.sthPr nm/ Arthur lf'in.slon gPI 

tu.o crops of l't'&rtablr.s fly,.,,, from 

their back-y fJrd &nn/,.n plot in 

Port [hr,r/ott,. Th,.v budg ,1 rnre/u/ly, 
.say, .. 1ft ntt'Pf lack fur anything." 

: Retire~ent demands planning 

Retirement has been described as "the fourth 
stage o f life." A man who is 55 years old now 
can reasonably expect lo li ve until 74; a woman 
of 55 has a life expectancy of 78 years. Harold R. 
Hall, a retirement consultant, believes "definite 
planning for retirement shou ld start ten years be­
fore the actual date. and the date is something no 
one can choose for you.'' Such analysis must be 
candid-even "soul•searching:." You should de­
cide whether full -time leisure, a part,time job or 
another full -time job is best fo r you. 

In analyzing satisfaclnry rctircmenl, Wayne 
Thompson o f Cornell Cniversity found: "The two 
most imporlanl factors are on accurate preconcep• 
lion o f retirement" and a favo rable attitude to• 
ward it. The planninl,! itself, Thompson noted, 
seems lo help develop the outlook leading lo happy 
retirement. 

Keep sharp and stay active 
Some people like full-time " fun" or " just sitting 
around'' when they retire . .\lost people don't. Here 
are two typical views: 

,\ pensioner told a Cornell Cniversity re­
searcher, "Once you retire, you simpl)' must find 
so me kind of rewarding acti vil)', or you' re sunk. 
1 can speak for no one but myself, but I wish lo 
Goel I were back on the job." 

Charles Winter, 70, o f Wilmington, Del., told 
LOOK, " I retired from du Pont five years ago. I 
think the g reatest need is to feel useful. I became 
a substitute teacher in the school system here. I'll 
do anything for kicks. and the pin money is useful 
- ii means a new set of tires for my car, that sort 
of thing. I teach about 75 days a year, and evcq• 
clay is different. When the telephone rings in the 
morning with an assignment, I 'm just like a fire• 
man answering an alarm. I want lo be answering 
that fire alarm as long as I am able to." 

Explore before you move 
Arizona, California. Florida and other warm re­
gions have become meccas for older people who 
want a gentle climate and " the adventure of a 
change." The trend renect~. among other things, 
this society's mobility and its affluence. 
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According lo one estimate, about 10 per cent 
of retired people do move lo such areas. Arthur 
and Estlier Winston, who are shown on these 
pages, moved from Tennessee to Port Charlotte, a 
General Development Corporation-Mackle Com• 
pany, Inc., communitr. They rate their move to this 
new town on the Florida Gulf Coast a successful 
one. Over the years, they scouted Southern and 
Western a reas during their vacations. 

Winston says. " I really began lo look around 
right a lter my 60th birthday. In 1958, we spent 
two weeks in Florida, and we did what we call 
'full-time research.' We knew we had to stick lo 
a budget, and we did. When we bought our house 
in Port Charlotte, we felt we knew what we were 
getting into. So fa r, all the surprises have been 
pleasant ones. Let me tell you, my hands lit around 
a garden spade, but they don't fit a snow shovel.'' 

Marriage gets a new dimension 
"When a man retires from his job," says Aaron 
Lipman of i\liami University, "it is a maj or family 
crisis that demands adjustments. Retirement is 
harder for men to accept. Women who keep house 
can say. 'i\ly work is never finished,' aJd be 
largely correct. When a man slops working, he 
loses his ' instrumental role' as the wage earner, 
lhe pursuil that g ives him status in the American 
family culture. Hi~ pride suffers. 

"Age also blurs sex differences. Just as in 
primitive societies, older men and women tend 
lo become 'neuters' and slip away from their roles 
as sex partners. What becomes more vital lo older 
married couples is com panionship, compassion­
even the ability to be a 'good listener.' In a recent 
stud)'. we found that the unhappy retired husband 
wa! the man who tried to retain his former dom• 
inant role as a wage earner, instead of accepting 
his new role as an equal partner. Put another way, 
the retired man who winds up helping his wife 
"ith the dishes is the happier man.'' 

A switch in lraditional roles can be satisfy­
ing. In Florida, a man whose wife was away on 
an extended visit lo their grandchildren chirped 
about rhc way he had kept the house in order. 
"Come in and see for yourself," he insisted. " I 
bet yon won't find a speck of dust." He did not 
fine~ ~is new stewardship demeaning. 

A new budget is necessary 
That there arc uno raises in retirement" is an 

axiom. Most incomes drop sharply when occupa• 
tional retirement begins. For example, the national 
per capita income for 1958 was S2,057 ; in that 
same yea r, only 40 per cent of the aged had per 
capita incomes of more than S1,000. The average 
monthly Social Security benefit paid to persons 
retiring in March, 1959, was S82 ; in 1958, about 
six out of ten aged people received benefits under 
Social Securil)' insurance plans, In that same year, 
the total income for all aged was about S25 billion, 
and about 40 per cent of that came fro m all the 
Gov,.rnment income-maintenance programs. 

Wages, private pensions, annuities and in­
vestment earnings make up the greater share of 
the total income of all aged. Obviousl)', financial 
planning and "old-fashioned" thrift are requisite 
to satisfactory retirement. Herc is one useful yard• 
stick: The "standard budget" for married couples 
for a "modest but adequate level of living" in an 
urban area is S1,832 annuall y. 

Don't worry about your health 
Aging is 1101 synonymous with sickness. "We 
marvel al the old person who is 11evuthcless in 
good health," write Ors. Leon Lewis and Rose 
Laub Coser. " and shake our heads over the youth 
who is ill." Actually, for the person in good health 
al the time of retirement, the ensuing years usually 
mean g reater well-being. 

The Cornell study of occupational retirement 
found: "Persons in poor health are more likely 
to retire. If any general effect can be discerned 
regarding retirement and health, it is that retire• 
ment leads lo an improvement in health.'' In their 
later years, most peo ple are actively concerned 
with their health, and this attitude is constructive, 
if it does not become obsessive. The regular ex• 
amination is something the 40-ycar-old ignores, 
but the older person generally doesn't. 

Dr. Lewis advises that " there is as much atro­
phy of the mind as there is of the muscle. It is hard 
lo document, but each of my patients with a drive 
toward activity is healthier. The d ifference be­
tween those older people who have a life lo live 
and those who don't is astonishing.'' 
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RETIRE~IE T 

''We're more 
'' active now. 

Arthur Winston. 67. hitd,eci up his Bermuda 
shorts and lau;.d1ed. '· I ne,·er 01rncd a pair ol these 
until \\C mmccl In Florirla." he saicl. Thi, detail in 
clrc!§s sums up a ha~ic chan;.:c in the li\'C'S 0£ Arthur 

and father Winston. who nwvcd lo Purl Cha rlullc 
in 19.;g_ A former hospital arlminislrulur in Ten• 
nc,scc. he lind a juh that was a pressure chamocr 
si rnhnlized IJ\ a jan;.din;, telephone I he clucsn't 
o\\n o n<' tocla~ I ... I di«l11 1 t \\ant lo keep on work­
i11;.:::· tu• ~il):O-. " I \\Hlllt'<I lo r11jn~ rt'l i n.•111t•11l. .. Tl1t' 
\\ 'i11:-:lon!-l- plamlt'd 1·nn·f11II ~. l1nu;.:h1 a :--;. 700 
li11mc aud li H· c,1111r11rlahl~ 1111 a S:!2h.( .. l 1111111ll1I~ 
l1udr,t'l. 1\lmusl all of llu-ir im·o111t.· c·o111t·:o:- fr11111 

Federal Social Sccurit 1· lwnclils. Thci dcli;:ht i11 
lheir llt'\\ li H.·s and ~a~. ··\\·e nre husicr lhan t' \t:r 
- l1ul lln\\ \\t' do uni~ lhost.· 1lii 11;.::o- Ht.' ,,;:1111 lu.'' 

J-1,, rlwts uith (;,,,,,~,· St,·tson. who .,,,u. 
"Florida ij th ,· 111st rirBi" ,·,mntr.r l,•Jt in th,· U. S. 
It tnf., .. , ,ml_,· :!II minut,·.~ to fi,,,I j,mpfrl ... 

n,_. JI ;,,,,,,,,,.~ ;:r,•,•f (:,,r/ llm111111·r. Tl,, .. , t/TI' 

,,,.,;, ,. ;,, th,· ,,, ,·.,/,, ,,.,ittll t ,,,,,,.1,, ,,,,,, II i11.#011 

i .( //, ;• s,•, ll'/Ufl ,,, ,,,,, f II i, H,Ht1t' i 11tiu11. 
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ACTIVE RETIREMENT 

''I have to 
make a 
contribution." 

30 

The alert and authoritative gentlemen above form one of the world's most 
unusual land talented ) faculties. They teach at the Universil)' of California's 
Hastings College of the Law in San Franci!!Co. Each is more than 65 years 
old, and each has been retired-only to resume teaching at the school that 
won 't hire anyone undu 65 years of age. Everett Fraser lby rocking chairt 
is 81 years old and was dean of the University of Minnesota Law School 

from 1920 to 19-IB. He still teaches live days a week. 
Hastings dean David Snodgrass ( with visor I is 66. Quick-movinl,l and 

quick-spoken, he says, "Compulsory retirement is idiotic. It assumes all 
men arc equal at 6.~." The Hastings idea of renewal in retirement is exciting 
because it enables society to use proved talent. It fits men like Fraser, who 
says, " l have to make a contribution to society. I do not want to wo rk at 
;:olf." Shown in the photograph abo,•e, besides Snucl;:raM and Fraser, ore 
from left (seateclt George W. Goble, William E. Brillon and Juclsun A. 
Crane: Islanding at left I John S. Bradway, Brunk, Cox, llnrnlcl G. Pi,·ker­
ing autl Bullin ~I. l'crkius; (grouped al ri;:ht I Lc\\ig 1\I. Simes. Geor;:e 
E. Osbo rne, James A. ~lncLachlnn anti Lawrence Vol,I. Mt'rtnn L. Fcrs,111 
was away on nnolhcr tcoching as~igmncnl when the phutn;:rnph was nuulc. 
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All the meat is beef in Pard 

' • 
. 
' 

I IU MAY'f'_. 

'" '""'' ... 
,; Our 
• /06tlt. ,~or. 

Beef gives your dog meat 
protein-the complete and 
perfect protein that builds 
strong , firm, healthy 
bodies. It's a lucky dog that 
gets Pard for dinner-be-
cause sill the meat is beef in 
Pard. Treat your dog today 
to LICKIN'-GOOD PARO. 

ARIZONA 

RETI REi\l ENT 

Three years before he planned 

to retire, Harvey Leisy 

was ou t o f a j ob; he found 

he was able to retire anyway 

Lu, 1/n n111/ Hari·rr lei,_v l,n,b,cue 

hnmburgrr, for n back-ynrd 

pir11ir in Sun lit _,·. Ari::.., 
n town de,ignrd e,p,cinlly for 

lhe n,ed, of old,•r prople. 

Thf' L,•is_n ,•njo_\ fl .su im in thr 
comm1111ity pool. Thry takt 

part in "'""J' actfritfrs, 

nn,l .1/rs. L,·isy ,rritt•s" colum11 

for the /ocul rceekl,-, :'\e" s-S11 n. 

.,_ , . ..-~~ 
.,.._ .. , ... _ :--:"-.-. r:. ~- -
~ . ·,,..;,·· :.t.io:.t"i,;,.i :.. .~ .. - ·/': -.. ~:- 2-: '"""' .. ~_ .... ...--

-­.. 

Fon MANY PEOPLE, reliremenl is a shore dimly seen and eagerly sought. 
It was so for Har \'cy Leisy, 68, who had planned lo reli re in 195i o n a 
pension earned after 33 years of service wilh lhe same cornpani·. as a 
tool and die worker and planning supcn·isor . Then his boat capsized. 

The company abandoned ils plan! in Porlland, O re .. in 1951. and 
Leisy, !hen 6 1, was oul of a job; his annuily was reduced . Almost in re­
flex, he delayed his rcliremcnt plans and louncl another job wilhin a 
week. His wife Luella sensed 1ha1 he was hal fhearled aboul it. She asked 
him, "Do you reall y want to go 0 11 working?" He said, "~o." 

"Then why don"t we retire now ·? " ! he prompted. 
The shock ltorrrecl irolo a drnllen;,e. He !urned do,rn lhe new job 

l.ocfore he slarled. The Lcisys look i11\'r 11lory rol !he ir as,el5, which iro­
cluded a morlgai,c-free house, small im cslrncnls, his n11nui1y ancl lhe 
Social Security benelils llral would l,c;,iro iro 11).~7. "hen he renched (rS. 
T hey decided they could rel ire on S:l5U a 11111111h. Th~y rcrlletl !heir house 

PhotofraphcJ hr 13013 \"OSE 



I Old age: 
1 the 
l new frontier 
~ 
~ • 

I took lon;:,•planned motor trips across the country. Ther also searched 
a place to live " where no one wou ld g rumble about arthritis or ·com• 
m. · \ ohody loves me any more.·., Today. they liver new home in 
, Cit,-. :\riz .. an unusual small town near Phoenix. developed by the 
I·:. \\ebb Construction Company. where only older people can reside. 
Lpnn analvsis. the Leisis reacted to a crisis with the maturit)' old 

<h,,uld b ring. The,· did not panic. and ther took a calculated risk. 
, ne,·er lost their appetite for life. They still savor each day in civic 

I d1urth acti\'ities, in each o ther"s company and on the golf c ourse. 
-v ,·isit thei r six grandchildren in Oregon at least once a year, but they 
ii rm when they say, '·Our lives are here in Sun City. This is o ur home." 

Like most people content in retirement, the Leisys credit thrift 
,ughout a lifet ime as a main reason lor their success. Mrs. Leisy says, 
hr, I alwars bought my minks at Woolworth's." 

Whether older people have been thrifty in their earlier years or 

continued 

INSTANT 

NESTEA® 
100% Pure Tea 

NOTHING TO BUY! GET A FREE JAR o f Nesteo, the new distinctive blend 
of fomous Ceylon tco ond o ther grcot !cos of the For Eost. Send lobcl or 
box top of ony brond of !co you now usc - rcgulor or instont-with your 
nomc ond address to: Nestea, P. 0 . Box SE, Mount Vernon 10, New York. 
In return you will receive a coupon good for either a free regular size jor of 
Nestea or 50¢ toward the purchose of an Economy Size Jor. limit one to a 
family. Offer expires June 30, 1961. Copy,ight lf61. f he Nutl,i Compo,,.,, Inc. 
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RETIREMENT continued 

The '6o's promise to be the decade in which the old won't be denied 

not, they must be after retirement. Because the incomes of most are fixed, 
they must guard against inflation and make adjustments. "It can be done," 
says Arthur Winston of Port Charlotte, Fla. "You don't keep up with the 
Joneses. But you can live well." At LooK's request, he disclosed how he 
and his wife budget their expenses: 
House payment .......... S46.00 Food .................. $70.00 
Heat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 Clothing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 
Electricity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.00 Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 
Sanitation service . . . . . . . . 2.00 Automobile, gas ...... ... 30.00 
Water, sewer . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.65 Automobile insurance . . . . 9.25 
Health, hospitalization Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . I I .20 

insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.50 Church, charity . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 
Total: $226.60 per month 

Winston explains, "The item 'miscellaneous' includes ferti lizer, seeds 
11,11d plants for the vegetable garden. And don't forget sea fooa' is free for 
the taking here. The cost of tackle is also include~'miscellaneous.' " 

The maiJj reason for the well-being of the Winstons, the Leisys and 
mill ions of other retired people is Social Security. Without its benefits, 
they would be in tight s traits. The increasing financial health of older 
persons, in fact, is helping to change the view that being old is being "dis­
abled, dependent and isolated." 

Perhaps the distorted image of the aged has persisted this long be­
cause our national experience with a Federal insurance plan dates back 
only to 1935. Historically, the United States has lagged in such planning 
for the elderly. For example, Germany began an old-age-assistance pro• 
gram in 1889, and 21 European countries were operating such schemes 
when we began ours. Once the program became law, its impact was slight 
for a long time, because few workers were eligible for the then small bene• 
fi ts and because of the numbing economic effects of the depression. Thus, 
as recently as 1943, while almost one fourth o f the nation's aged were on 
doles, 'only. 3.4 1 per cent received old-age-r~tirement paym~nts under 
Social Security. 

According to Eugene A. Friedmann of the University of Wisconsin: 
"Two events were to lay a new foundation for financial security in old age. 
The first was the Supreme Court's decision in the Inland Steel case of 
I 949, which established pensions as a bargainable issue under the Taft. 
Hartley Act. This led to pension settlements in auto, steel and some other 
industries in which the company was to pay a [minimum] of SlOO a 
month, leJJ the amount paid by Social Security to the retired worker. 
Second, as these settlements were being reached, the 1950 Congress made 
sweeping changes in the Social Security Act, sharply raising the level of 
benefits paid under it and extending its coverage." 

SOCIAL SECURITY COVERS N INE TENTHS OF WORKERS 

Increasingly extended coverage of Social Security (most recently in 
1960), more inclusive private pension plans and increased payments 
under these schemes are making old age more rewarding in a culture 
that cherishes money. Now, Social Security covers nine tenths of the 
total U. S. work force; private pension plans cover one third of this 
same group. Thus many people ( like Harvey Leisy) receive retirement 
income from two sources. 

What this can mean to millions in coming years is evident from a 
1959 Fortune magazine report : "A welder who began at Grumman Air­
craft in 1935, and now earns Sl30 a week, might be eligible to retire in 
1970 with $300 a month-S425 counting his Social Security.'' Add to 
this a 1960 story that can only be described as "romantic." A Minneapolis 
minister, after a lifetime spent in the service of the poor, faced retire• 
menl with only a church pension of S65 a month for his wife and himself. 
The 1958 amendments to the Social Security Act made him and his wife 
eligible for full old-age benefits. Today, their total joint monthly income 
(S240 from the Federal Government) is S305. Their son, who is a minis• 
ler also, says, "They get more money now than they ever got." 

Another factor that works lo strengthen the economic position of 

the average American is home ownership, which has boomed since World 
War II. Dr. Friedmann says of this trend, "Tomorrow's retiree will have 
.a period of 18 years of relatively full employment in which to acquire 
additional reserves for retirement.'' Most homeowners regard mortgage 
payments as a kind of "forced saving." They also rate their house as a 
commodity that is as salable as any other durable economic goods. As 
was true in Harvey Leisy'• case, they count on "turning it over" for cash 
reserves-or another house purchase if necessary. In short, the American 
concept of keeping the old homestead is becoming extinct. 

It is an irony and a social triumph that the society becomes more 
aware of the aged as they become more solvent, a dimension they have 
acquired largely through a Federal insurance program. The awareness is 
especially manifest today in the area of health. At the recent White House 
Conference for the Aging, septuagenarians argued with the spunk of 
teen-agers about Federal health-insurance plans for older people. Signifi­
cantly, the entire nation listened. 

There will be more debate in the 87th Congress about these issues. 
The bill passed in the last Congress appears ·unworkable, for it requires, 
among other things, a means test; only four slates have joined with 
the Federal Government in activating the scheme. At the White House 
Conference, six of the seven work groups favored medical care for the 
aged under the Social Security system. The battle is pitched again on 
old lines. The American Medical Association argues that such a method 
as proposed is "socialistic," while Wilbur J. Cohen of the University of 
Michigan submits that it is "the American way." The plan suggested to 
President-elect Kennedy during the conference would cover 14.5 million 
Americans; its yearly SI billion costs would be financed by a rise in Social 
Security payroll taxes. Supporters of the plan point out that 54 other 
countries today have national medical-care programs. 

, The comin~ decade promis.;. to be a time in which the (?Id will not be 
denied. The momentum of 25 years of successful experience with Social 
Security will increase. New research into the psychic, medical, housing 
and financial needs of the aged will give society a realistic portrait of the 
older person. The effect will be to change the status of the aged in a society 
obsessed with youth and change it for the better. 

But the new frontier of age will always remain a starkly personal one. 
No matter what largess befalls the older person, he himself must keep 
his passion for life and find, in leisure or activity, the satisfactions that 
bring real value to the "golden years.'' END 
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" I ~ doing all the thillgs I wcmted to when I retired." 
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· ~ • he Sun City West bachelor answered a 
. knock on his door to find two angry 

women seeking his support for their 
efforts to oppose a proposed S9 raise in the 
community's S60 recreation fee. 

"udies," the bachelor responded solemnly, " I 
don't like to disappoint you, but I am a 
multimillionaire, and the opportunity to pay S9 
more a year is something I cannot afford to pass 
up." 

The disappointed women left. 
A short time bter, the bachelor answered 

another knock on his door, this time finding only 
one of the women at his doorstep. 

The woman· leaned forward conspiratorily, a 
gleam in her eye, and whispered, "My friend is a 
widow!" 

In retirement communities all over the United 
States men like the Sun City West bache­
lor-whether millionaires or not-are finding 
themselves sought after-as companions, finan­
cial advisors and handymen. 

Whether as dinner and dancing partners, 
fourths for bridge, help for a leaky faucet or 
sprinkler system or just as a source of that illusive 
something known as "the male point of view," 
single men who survive into old age are in high 
demand. 

For what is happening in retirement through­
out the nation is that far more women than men 
are living for longer and longer periods of time. 

"It used to be that the women died in 
childbirth; now it's the men who die first," said 
one Sun City woman, who added that although 
she gets along fine without men as a _regubr part 
of her life, she -does occasionally miss "having a 
partner to dance with" at the weekly dances that 
are so popular in Sun City recreation halk and 
golf course clubs. 

Marjorie Billingham, who moved into the 
retirement community in 1976, four years after 
her husband of 43 years had died, expbined, 
"There's no way to get introduced to single men 
here." 

Around her spotless home w.as the evidence of 
an active life-sewing equipment, travel bro­
chures, a small bridge table. 

"I don't feel marriage is something I have to 
have," she said. "I don't need it to live by, but it's 
not something I'd shun in the right situation." 

Like Mrs. Billingham, many other Sun City 
residents stressed that though they were not 
essentially looking for someone of the opposite 
sex, they miss such companionship. 

"The women I counsel are not necessarily 
:_ looking 10 go to bed or to go to the alta~~ ~id 

the Rev. Ed Hemphill, a former Navy cn .. pwin 
• who now resides in Sun City West, where he 1 continues a longtime interest in the study of 
l ~ing, gerontology. 

0 
"Once in a while," he said, "they'd just like to 

I have a man put his arm around them." 

i Athia Hardt is a local free-lance writer 
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Singl8 in Sun City 
by Athia L Hardt 
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Bachelora are in demand in Sun City. 
"'-br•od-.... 

The fact that "women live and men die" not 
only leaves many women who were used to the 
matrimonial state lonely as they adjust to the new 
social skills required of a single person, it also 
leaves many unprepared for the financial and 
other skills required "to negotiate life," said Dr. 
Georgia Hall, an Arizona State University geron­
tologist. 

The retirement community can accentuate the 
situation, she said, because most couples move 
into a retirement community are not "loners" or 
they would not have chosen the lifestyle of such 
a community in the lirsl pbce. 

The problems seem mammoth when the 
couple has been pbnning for retirement, the 
move is made, the husband suddenly dies and 
"there are simply more Mrs. John Browns around 
than there are Johns," Dr. Hall added. 

A
lthough ~ny of the Sun City retirement 

community residents argued that the 
pressures on a single person are actually 

less than in society as a whole beause of the 
presence of one's contemporaries, others disa­
greed. 

"Only in our society could we have created 
such an unnatural community," said one sociolo­
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"Sexual Desires of the 
above 60-year-olds have 
been greatly different." 

gist who asked not to be identified. " If the 
1960's Nd never existed, we wouldn't 
have retirement communities today. But 
we did- the cities were burning, there was 
Vietnam and all that, and the retirement 
communities Qid, 'Look, you can come 
here and never have to worry.' When 
you' re age-segregated, you're painted in a 
corner." 

One thing both supporters and critics of 
retirement communities agreed upon is 
that nobody anticipated the age trends of 
the 1980's when the communities were 
developed. In fact, that these developers 
did nor entirely anticipate the needs of 

those who would be left behind when 
their spouses died is not all that surprising, 
sociologists and other observers said. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
the number of men and women 65 and 
aide,- in the . United States was roughly 
equal in 1930. But by 1980, the rat.io was 
three women for every two men over 65, 
and after the age of 85, the gap widened 
to two women for every man. 

In Arizona's Sun City, one of the 
country's largest and oldest retirement 
communities, the ratio is much larger, 
those interviewed said. 

" In Sun City, 29 percent of the house­
holds are headed by a single person now," 
said the Rev. Hemphill, who estimates the 
ratio of single women to men at about 12 
to 1. This f.ict alone, he added, means that 
most new widows and widowers must 
realize that they're going 10 lead a 
different life from now on if they are going 
to adjust to their new situation. 

A friendly man with a graying beard who 
frequently leans forward as if to touch his 
listener ("Listening is a form of touching," 
he says), Rev. Hemphill says churches and 
other institutions in the retirement com­
munity generally fail to help individuals 
make the necessary adjustments.. Singles· 
who succeed in adjusting to their new life 
"have to accept that they've come to the 
end of a chapter," he said. 

He continued, "Obviously, there's some­
thing missing, and they know that. It's a 
very different lifestyle, but on the whole, 
it's pretty satisfying.'' 

Some women and men interviewed said 
it is common in the community for a 
bachelor 10 be in such demand that he is 
besieged with offers of meals soon after his 
wife's death, along with offers of house­
cleaning and requests for help with 
household repairs. Most downplayed 
suggestions that sexual offers may go along 
with the casseroles. 

"The sexual desires of the above 60-year-

.... , ... ~ ; 
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_olds have been greatly different,# the Rev. Hemphill said. 
"Forty percent of these women nune their husbands for a 
year prior to his death. You don't have somebody over 
there reverberating 10 have relief.'' 

Helen Luitjens, an artist who was widowed one and a 
half years ago, echoed the thoughts of most women 
interviewed as she sat in her Sun City home, wrrounded 
by many of her own paintings. 

'There's so many lll<>'e women than men that are 
free," she said. "I never see any single men.'' 

In one church singles group, for example, the 
participants consisted of one male and 70 females, she 
said. Another Sun Oty resident, a man who asked for 
anonymity, said he once was persuaded after much urging 
by the\he°ad of a church to attend a singles meeting early 
in his ~idowerhood, when even leaving his home was 
almost more than he could cope with. 

"I stuck my head in the door to see 90 women and him 
(the head of the group). I Ir.new if I entered that room, 
there'd be'a st.impede," he said. " I turned around and left 
without entering.'' 

Mrs. Luitjens said nothing in her prior life, either when 
she and her husband made their ·home in Los Angeles, or 
after they moved to Sun City, prepared her for being a 
widow. 

"You hear about these things, you hear about the 
adjuslment of losing your husband, but you don't realize 
how hard it is until ii happens to you," she explained, 
noling that she went from "an active social life" as one of 
a coupl_e to a more lonely existence not only beause her 

.. ... 
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Sun-city 
husband - gone, but ;also because these 
activities in the community commonly 
more easily involve two than one. 

Walter Upslty is that rarest of commodi­
ties- a bachelor over 60 years of age. 

A widower fo, seven years, whose 3S­
yeai marriage ended when his wife 
suffered a coronary, Upslty tw since 
started a new areer as a professional 
model One ol his more visible roles has 
been as uMr. Sandmanu in a KPHO-TV ad 
announcing the 1981 fall programming 
lille-ilp. The tall, lanky actor a!IO tw 
~rred in a number of local stage plays. 

Death of a spouse is not easy for either 
the man or the woman, he 1aid, disagree­
ing that life in a retirement community 
compounds the problem. In fact, he and 

"I don't run out every 
night, I suppose I could 

.. if I.wanted to." 

the Rev. Hemphill agreed, it helps in many 
waY' beause one an be with his or her 
contemporaries, wrrounded by opportun­
ities for activity in the neighborhood 
recreation centers. 
~re are kind$ of things to do if you're 

motivated to do M>mething," Lipslty 1aid. 
He added, "Single people never fit Into 

any order. A wigle person becomes the 
odd number. If you have a bridge party, a 
dinner party, there's always a problem 
with odd numben." 

He said that as a Sun City bachelor, "I 
don't run out every night," but acknowl­
edged, a little sheepishly, "I ' supl)O'e I 
could if I wanted to." 

Though he has "never been invited to 
get on the casserole dtcuit. You do hear 
these stories." 

Lipslty said, in words that might sound 
familiar to the weary bachelor of any age, 
ult's no fun living alone. You go out on a 
date and you have a wonderful time, come 
home, put the at in the garage, brush 
your teeth and 1ay goodnight to no one. 
There' s no one to give a kiss to." 

Still, he 1aid, life in the retirement 
community has "given me a new lease on 
life that I wonder if I would have had 
elsewt-e. In the retirement community, 
you are with your contemporaries. In the 
city, If you tum 60, you are over the hill "I 
still enjoy all the good things of life. Why 
shouldn't you enjoy all the good things of 
lifel We are not deadr' 

Why, not remarryl 

""; - .... 

" I've had friends who remarried very 
quickly," he 1aid. ,"It's _not that I am 
adverse to marriage. For a while, whenever 
I was thinking about it, unfortunately I 
would start compuing her to my 
wife ... that's so bad." · 

Herb Behrel, twice-widowed and the I 
former mayor of Des Plaines, Illinois, is an 
example of the other side of the story. He 
and his wife, Peg, are what many of those 
who talked about the loneliness of being 
single consider ·" the lucky ones," people 
who found new mates late in life, marrying 

. after a brief courtship. · 
Peg who met Herb on a blind date, said, 

" I have quite a few widow friends, and I 
love them dearly, but everytime we get 
together, they 1ay, 'Doesn't Herb have a 
twinl' I tell them if they want to meet 
men, they ought to take up woodcraft, 
metal craft, go work. on a lathe some­
where!" 

She 1aid she and Herb uweren't looking 
for marriage" when they met in mid-June, 
but by October they had tied the Ir.not. 
Those who do remarry often do so 
quickly, Rev. Hemphill and others 1aid. 

"When you are our age," Peg Behrel 
1aid, "you don't wait around." 

The attractions of love and marriage, 
romance and courtship, are oot limited to 
the young, but part of life at any age, she 
added. 

" I don't think. it's any different with 
people in our age bracket than with 
teenagers or young marrieds," she said. 
"Older people need love and affection, 
too. Everything young people need, older 
people need just h much." 0 
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Sun City residents begin efforts 
; to ban smoking throughout county 
, By BRET McKEAND Their challenge was eventually dismissed. 

A group of Sun City residents who were successful in their 
attempt to have smoking banned in area recreation centers are 
now seeking a similar ban county-wide. 

The Smokers Association of Sun City, led by Sidney J. 
Goldman, have begun gathering signatures in an effort to con­
vince county supervisors that a law should be adopted which 
would prohibit smoking in all public places throughout Marico­
pa County. 

"We (Sun City) are unincorporated and so we are unprotect­
ed," says Goldman. 

"If we want smoking banned throughout the county, it will be 
up to our supervisors to take action." 

It was Goldman. who led the fight to have smoking banned in 
all Sun City recreation centers back in 1983. The group first 
organized in March of that year and soon began circulating 
petitions in an effort to have the issue voted upon by the entire 
Rec Centers membership. 

Goldman and his supporters gathered 7,052 signatures by 
September, 1983, and in December, the smoking ban issue was 
approved by a majority of the voting members. 

The matter didn't end there. In fact, it was just beginning. 
Another group of residents felt the ban was a vi?lation of 

their civil rights and contested its validity in Supenor Court. 

In an unprecedented move, the Rec Centers Board of Direc­
tors held a second election on the issue in 1984. Again, the 
membership approved the ban, 17,392 to 14,987. 

At the time, one of the criticisms leveled against the adoption 
of a smoking ban would be that it would have an adverse effect 
on the sale of homes in Sun City. 

Goldman says the smoking ban has not hurt the sales of 
homes in Sun City over the past three years. Citing figures he 
collected from the Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc., he says 
1,975 homes were sold in 1984 (the year the ban went into af-
fect), 1,641 in 1985 and 1,846 last year. · 

In the first five months of 1987, says Goldman, 740 homes 
were sold. "If it continues throughout the year at this rate, the 
total for 1987 should be about 1,776." 
· Goldman says the next logical step is to ban tobacco smoking 
in public places throughout the county. He says his group is 
working with a number of other non-smoking groups in the 
county to have a county-wide smoking ban adopted. 

"We are urging people to write or call Carole Carpenter 
(District 4 County Supervisor)," says Goldman. 

"We hope to present our petitions to the Board of Supervisors 
Sept. 10 and request that smoking be banned in all public places 
throughout the county." 



'' It is my fondest 
hope that the seeds 

of hatred and 
contempt Benson 
sows today will 

overcome him in 
his senior years, 

assuming he 
survives that long. 

Great,. Now the old carp 
from albUM .-the country -wm re !l'kfy;ng oul; h~---. 

Shame, 'Republic,' for publishing that cartoon 
■With reference to Bonehead Benson's 
May 14 editonal cartoon in the equally 
boneheaded Republic: It appears neither 
has the least I espect for truth, much less 
community tolerance and harmony. 

Steve Benson never misses a chance to 
crank up his pathological hatemongenng to 
spew his venom against older people, 
retirees, "snowbirds'' and particularly 
those of us who reside in the Sun Cities. 

In case anyone missed it, Benson 
pomtedh twists graphic evidence (as 
shown on TV) of criminal business 
dumping in Lake Powell, to once again 
show his 11-'atefulness by depicting the trash 
as castoffs of Sun City seniors. 

It 1s indeed tragic that, w11h a world and 
country so full of factional hatreds, this 
wet-behind-the-ears punk is allowed to 
continue his Nazilike pogroms through an 
equally licentious medium. 

It is my fondest hope that the seeds of 
hatred and contempt Benson sows today 
will overcome hun in his senior years, 

assuming he survives that long. 
Meanwhile, it behooves The Arizona 

Republic to remember that the Sun Cities 
constitute an important market for its 
advertisers. I, for one, have canceled 
further deliveries until and unless Benson is 
gone for good this time! 

- Jim Reynolds 
Sun City 

Mormon Church should fix 
cartoonist Benson's wagon 
■Steve Benson's bishop must know that 
Benson has shown inappropriate behavior 
in the past in some of his cartoons about 
the LDS church. His latest effort about 
Deborah Laake on May 4th has gone too 
far. 

Drastic action is necessary. No, I do not 
mean excommunication; that would be too 
easy. 

Please call Steve to be Scoutmaster. 
- Stephen J. Cowgur 

Mesa 

'' 

How did Steve Benson fall 
for author's false stereotypes? 
■ It's amazing that a talented Pulitzer Prize 
winner like Steve Benson could fall for 
cheap-shot, false stereotypes that Deborah 
Laake commercially exp!oit~ ·1bout the 
LDS church and it~ female members. 

Since the days of Joseph Smith, LDS 
women have raised strong families, worked 
hard in many trades and occupations, 
served their communities and helped 
pioneer this country. 

Guess what? It's 1993, and we're sti ll 
doing it, raising strong families, working in 
careers in various fields, serving our 
communities and pioneering this country 
- and all in happy harmony with the 
teachings of the church. 

Benson needs to park his covered wagon 
and stick to the facts and real issues, for 
which he was awarded. 

- Holly Rodabough 
Glendale 

Benson needs to pa1k his covered wagon and stick to the facts and real issues, for 
which he was awarded. 
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T JkE LAST ADD RE S S ! 

In the desert of Arizona are 47 000 people living,in 

a city, for their Golden Years. 
Sunshine,Activities and Companienship was,what the Developer Del 
E. Webb wanted to offer to his Senior ·· Americans near Phoenix 
Arizona.He started to build Sun City. The Seaiors,who are now living 

~ there,are grateful to the Developer.In Sun City are indeed a lot 
of arrangements for Seniors,of which in Germany nobody ev~n can 
dream of.The warm p~ols even can be used by Ha.n;icaps.But even so,many 
of the Seniors of Sun City only seem to be happy. 

Report and pictures by Rainer Joedecke,a cinema Show, 

We are Americans and I think we are long enough living in this 
country to love it.Let us together applaud our Flag,Which will 
appear at the beginning of our cinema show. 

The Hostess,a lady in her seven~ies,waving _to the film operator, 
"Go ahead,John." In Color: The Flag,marchmusic,the stars and stripes 
appear picture filling, waving .. in the wind .A short sequence of ~ews of 
th~city are to be seen.The rnarchmusic continues,the speaker is to 
be seen in the picture,strolling thru the streets.The Music stops: 
"Helloh,I am _J~ck Wake.I have the pleasure to walk with you_thru 
the most remarkable community of this kind in th USA,maybe ~f the 
whole world.This are srong words,but I think you will see rightaway 

what I mean. First let us ask ourself: :vhy are so many People attracted 
by this community? I think we are today much more interested in the 

quality of life th~~ever before in the history.dhere is this interest 
coming from? Maybe very smµe from the development 2f the last 
50 years,which makes a way of ~fe possible,which nobody could dream 
about while the last 100 years .C,-onsider for example the wonders of 
Television,the Telcphone,Radio,Movies ,the Aeroplane,the Printingpress, 
the Aircondition,the li'lcdicine.All these wonders are possible today 
for everybody.A< least for people who earned their place in this world. 
But even the wealthy cannot always enjoy the benefits of our generation. 
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because it also creates circumstances,which are not always beneficial 

for a good life •• 
Next picture,no more in color but black and whit~maybe more gray in 

gray I A freeway in Chicago crowded with ·cars, skyscrapers . 

Slums,places for garbage.crowds ~d clouds of smoke.The speaker 

says,"Our cities :were not planne~or todays population.The~ 
.... grew and grew.chaotic and uncontrolled.We all know the result:_ 

Avalanches of autos,dirt,slums and so on.Next :S treetscenes with 
snowflurries,mud,rain.The speaker s ays :"And then the hard winyers 
in the north and northeast of ~ur country.-Next pictures in beautiful 

colors:Blooming ~ntyards,neighbors tal\f'over the hedge.golf-courses 
under palm trees."As contrastiWe make now our trip thru Sun City. · 
I think you will see,why this here is a Dream-Worxd.It is planned 
so,that people can live here in comfort,in peace under friends 
surrounded with everything they need and what they want to do. 
The pictures in the film are no lies.Under a blue sky,an immaculate 

city,with immaculate people,happy and friendly,smiling uninterupted, 
"Great morning,isn,t!ttYes it is.How do you like Sun-City?It,s 
wonderful.It is no noise here,no smell,no dirt,no crowds,no factories , 
no skyscrapers,no advertisements,no bad weather,no poverty . No 

. I 

circumstances,which are not{Deneficial for the life.Wonderful,like 
it was said in the advertising movie. Mr. Del Webb. has a vision and 

Mr.Boswell has the cottonfields. 
Mr.Del E.webb,as developer amd owner of a large,·Development Company 

in Phoenix .,Arizona had the vision at the end of the 1~50th.At ·that 

time it was custom,that well s i tuated retired people,moved for their 
Golden Years out of the big citie~ to the sun belt,the Sun-States 
in the south and the west of th USA.3>,some retirement communities 

were growing in Florida,California and Arizona.But the Exodus to 
the south came soon to a stop.Nothing but p~ace,sun and time for 
the Seniors was not enough.So,the Del Webb Development Company with 
Jert:1 Svendson,Y , iceprasident of Devco,found out how to make money. 
They had to offer to the Seniors sornethingelse,namly : Sunshine,Activit : 
and Companionship.Mr.Del Webb started:He bought the cottonfields 
frOHMr.Boswell,an area of )6 Square -Kilorr.eter,25 Kilometer NW of 
Phoenix,situated at the Santa-Fe Railroad.,to come true wi th his 
vision.Jerry saidrit was clear to us,that we had to sell to the 
people something more,as only houses.The house was for the people onl ~ 

secondary.What they ~anted and what we sold to the m,was a way of 

t ••···· 
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life,everything they needed for a happy and contentt life 
To all appearance it shows:Happiness,contentment and enthusiasm 

wherever you look.This is the moit beautiful place on earth.What Del Webb 

did here for us is simply perfect.Dozen times the day I hear this and 
see it.The Building of the Watercompany even looks like the villa of 
a Millionaire ,the Entrance to the cemetary like the entrance to the · 
Elysium.The houses,the streets,the automobiles,ever«ything is perfect, 
decent,like the American is saying.In this city of 47 000 people living 
is no dirtiness. 

I have ditTiculties taking pictures.Wherever I direct my camerai A 
higfigloss picturecard appears in the viewfinder1•·visit Del Webbs Sun City: 
There are six Recreation-Centers in Sun City with Swirnmingpooles, 
Bowlinglanes,Tennis,Minigolf, : quash,Shuffle-Board,Billiards,Table-Tennis, 
also workspops for silver~mith,lapidary,cabinetmakers,cerarnic and dress-­
makers with stores,wh'ere all these things made here,can be sold. 
There are also Auditoriums for Concerts,Eveningdances,Lectures, Gymnastik 
and clubrooms.Beside thes e Recreation--Centers are ten 18 hole Golf­
Courses,one Baseball-Stadium,one Amphitheatre for 8000 visiters,one 
Picnic-Aerea with Shootingrange, two lakes for ·Fishing and boating, 

27 r.tligious communities,one college,5 shoppngcenters and about JOO clubs 
and societies and more ••• 

Devco took care that nobody has to sit in the sunshine doing nothing. 
And all these Recreations are used very rnuch."I am here more busy than 
ever before at home" says Frances Uglum.She is 67 years old and her husband 
John is 68.They live here one year. Frances says1"I get up every morning 
at 6 o,clock,work a little bid in the house and garden and make then break­
fast.John gets up at 7 o,clock and we have our breakfast together. At 
8 o,clock every day,except sunday, I am in the lapidary at Bell-Center, 
from eleven to one o,clock I am home for lunch,later,until 4 o,clock 

I work at the silverworkshop.Then after.I am eoing shopping.Evenings 
I go often to a me e ting 0f the Church-Commu~ity for choir practice or 
I s ew Clothes for the community,which the church distributes to poor 
Indian Children.~esides all of this,we have a Bridge-Club,play Tennis 

and go now and then Bowling.-Frances wa.s a housev:ife and a parttirne teacher. 
John had a praxis as Ophthalmic Surgeon in Brookings,a town of 12 000 

People in South-Dacota.They like it here so much,that they want to 
stay here for good.They already bought two places at the cemetary. 

: I 
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The only thing we are missing here are some old friend~.But otherwise 
we have improved here with everything.We are away from hard winters and 
it is here much cleaner and more beautifutand then the hobbies,sport and 

social Life.Everything is much better. 
With 60 years the Seniors do not want to be Zombie. It is s _till an other 

reason,why the Uglums left their Hometown.Hesitantly John talked abouts 
"Well,to be honest,for the weather and the dirt in the streets only,I 
would not have left .Brookings is not Detroit .We were living good, had a • • 

beautiful home and not to fear to walk nights in the street. The real 
reason was I I did not want to become a Zombie! A living dead-one,who 
is creeping thru the streets with hungry eyes,always looking for somebody 

~ 

to talk to.~s Doctor I w~ a _ reputable man in our community,I had something 
to say.After I sold my praxis,suddenly there was nothing, Both of our 

daughters were out of the house already long time and did move to other 
states in the USA.I feel useless and left ov er.-John had a problem of 
the old-ones.With the rapid growing of the living in the highly developed 
industrial nations there also was the number of the seniors growing. and 

they also became ever younger.Today 60 is no more old-a~e.But with 60 years 
you are more o'r less gently forced to make room for the next generation, the 
army of the retired-ones is -growing from year to year.John did not want 
to fall in line,"When ! was 5 years old,I was shining shoes in Chicago. 
I know what it means working.When the "Flowerchildren" left the society 
in the 60ties,also the exodus of the Seniors started.It happened not as 
spectacular mwith the youngones,it was mostly not noticed.The children 
were still wanted in the society. The Seniors were put off.They ~anted 
no better society,they simply wanted company and sunshine.So they found 
Sun City-our Shangri La.,s it was called by some residents of the city. 

Johna"I feel myself here like borne again,like starting a new life. 
I am not the former Physic+an,here I am simple John,a face in the crowd, 
like everybody else.We all have the same standard of life,are in the same 

age and are all in the same happy or unhappy situation. 
Del Webb takes care of that we stay together with the same kind of 

people.Citizen of Sun City can become only who is at least 50 years 
of age. Jerry, We know,we are with this restriction standing outside 
of 1egality, it is a kind of discrimination.But up to now has nobody 
complained about. This is just no place for young Reople. Here are no 
schoola,no kindergarten,no playgrounds.The Recreation-Centers are privat 
operations,who can decide who is permitted. 
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Jerry. "For God's 

people. 
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see any colored people.Are they not permitted? 

sake,no! I do not understand why there are no colored 

ti> . 
The price for houses is for the time being$ 45 000.- a.c!, loo coo.-

The lower limit o~ the cost of life for a couple is about$ 700.- per 

month. This keeps the poorer people away. There are also restrictions, 

when somebody buys a house. You are not permitted to have pigs,cows or 

doves etc. You cannot have sheds in the gdraett,clothlines,no business 

or any kind of profession in the house. It means buying a house in 

Sun City,is moving into a society without conflicv.Everybody can li~e 

his own way.He can go for play or for any kind of sport.He can work 

in the workshops or can go into community work in any of the 

Organizations.Sun City is unincorporated,a city without government. 

This is an american speciality.A result of american free enterprise. 

Advantage of such a city is1 No government,no police department.Just 

a little bid more freedom.The disadvantage is:The service of the i 

county is very little.The City is no corporate body and cannot do 

any business,but there is also no bureaucracy. --~ 
Ellis Danner i y the president of HOA,Homeowners Association of 

Sun City,a privat association or a kind of government,which takes care 

of the business for the peoFle with the county and Devco.Thats all we 

need,no extra tax.We have high qualified people,who like to do this 

kind of job without salary.These privat organisations of public 

benefit,with ample of donations,have an army of volonteers.There 

are more volonteers then needy ones.In the 250 bed luxurious 

Hospital,which is financed completly from donations,are working 

700 volonteers.1200 people are taking care of the fina ncial business .• 

According to careful estimates,about every Jrd citizen of SunCity 

works for any kind of community work.~e do not only play golf or 

think about entertainment,we also help eachother g~nerously. 

Helen Randall works for the community :und,a society,which administ~rs 

the donations fo~ charity and f or needy citizens.The difficulties 

are not money,but to get rid of it.There is nobody who asks for help. 

The people are too proud to do that.A hint for help comes only 

from neighbors or friends and then it is still difficult to convince 

people to accept.Mostly they are the high doctor fees,which consume 

the savings of not normally poor people.nelen Randall estimates,therc 
are only half a dozen needy people •• 
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Mr.Del Webbs vision came completely true. Happiness and Contentment 
isall the way · around,Del Webb meanwhile passed away but he still is 
admired as benefactor. Even the whole thing was only a good commercial_ 
program,the Seniors a.re satisfied. In 1977 Devco had with Sun City a . 

profit of$ 7.8 Millions,the trick of this business - With the age~ 
was Del Webbs vision - is the possibility to leave everything which 
costs only and does not bring any money, like Hospital,Administration, 
social service to the people,which were happy to take over these 
responsibilities by finding jobs,which give a new life and duty. 

Devcos material contribution is the maintainance of the beautiful 
centerlanes on th~ wide boulevards and a busline,but the _company . will 
leave these two things to the Citizens of Sun City to take care of 

~ as soon the last house is sold and Devco can put his mind of building 
and selling houses in new Sun City-~est. But the Company will not 

disappear completely, it owns the Shopping Centers with 128 Shops. 
Devco will also further earn money on every Steak,on every Pill with 

which the Sun Citizens are prolonguing their lifes. When the last Steak 
is eaten and the last Pill is swallowed,Devco is cashing in again,-the 

Cemetary also belongs to the Company. 
But this does not bother the Seniors, the ruae money making was 

never infamous in USA. The Sun Citizen does not feel ripped off. 
A Physician said to me: "we receive good merchandise for our good money 

Also to look at the ~lum-City of £1 Mirage is no trouble for the 
Sun ~itizen. The american fairytale from the Newspaperboy to the 
Millionaire is still living.These people in El Mirage simply have not 
enough initiative, says the doctor.Even when this social theorie is 

general valid,t~good life of the Seniors in this wicked neighborhood 
causes offense in USA ,Sun City has a tad Press, a US-Magazin wrote: 

With hobbys,Skills,Craft,Play and Fun,with Dance and Cocktailparties, 
the Seniors have a life of Crusadcrs,away fro~ reality and responsibili · 
ty.This theme is not quite true,the other way around is more correct. 

In an investigation of Cities for the Seniors i t is said, some people 
say, that the reti re:nent communities 2.r,~ or.ly ~n escape from the big~er 
society,where the Seniors mostly are i?XCluded. :,aybe this is true. 

:/hen it is like this,t~en do not condr-::nn the vehicle, ·,mich :nakes ·this 

escape possible, but do not condemn more t.he soc :.al syz tem, which :::rn:; e r: 

the escape of the SeniorG. 

But these 47 000 Sun Citizen are not so c omplt tl y hap~y a~d ~Ofi~c~~ 
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as it looks like,even -when you look once,twice or three times.If you 
look more close, lll'((;h of the happiness becomes like a mask, the che·erfulne: 
is a show of despair.A smile is 90 ~ teeth-a dentist proclaims in the 
Daily Newspaper.The big smile of Sun City is "many Teeth."-So it is n~ 

surprise,when the use of alcohol per head of the population of Sun City 
means world record.But I never saw anybody drunk.The face is preserved. 

Sun City,even with a wall around,is an open city.Everybody can 
enter.But in · behalf of loitering around,there is a troop oif1-uxiliary 

police.A voluntary posse of 260 people,including JO women.These posses 
are everswhere in the USA. Normally they are called on only in case 
of emergency by the sheriff.Sun City sheriffs posse is a permanent 

~rrangement and the largest posse in the world.Even,because Arizona 
is a high crime State,second on the crime-list in USA,it never was 
felt in Sun City . There is only very little of crime.Except small fry, 

approximatly 12 cases per year only.Handbag-Prowling,Burglary and Raid& 
of one of the 12 Banks or Saving~ Institutions are coming always from 

the outside. 
James White,commander of the posse,has for the small amount of 

crimes a plausible explanation:First there is the clearance of the City, 
nobody can hide anywhere,also the uniform kind orjpeople living here. 
Who is coming from outside of the City can be identified rightaway, 

in the clothing,by age,color of the skin and also by cut of the hair. 
Naturally we simply cannot throw these people out . But we follow them; 
stay on their heels until they leave the city.We socalled balk them 

out of the town. 
There are always four cars on patrol in the city,occcupied by two 

men or two women,like on the ev ening,when I was with sergeant Madelyn 
Stroud and sergeant Jo Escudier on the way.No special events.They 
checked houses of people who are out of to~n.Thats all.No suspects 
on route. 

Jo iscudier,58, is ~:med with a J8. She qualified for this on 
a shooting range.0,a-delyn Srout,66, has not yet a colt on her belt •• 
"Next month I have my test.Hopefully I can then carry my gun.I have 
a very pretty little,nickelplated J8. I lov~ this thing. 

"I think,it will make very nice holes?" 
"'f()u can bet on it.Nobody talks b_ack to a J8." She smiles."The first 

time,Iwas holding the gun in my hand,! thought,you never make it to 

shoot with it.The gun was simply too heavy for my little hand.Then 



- - 8 --

I exercised and exercised with dumb-bells until my hands became strong 

enough. - Jo is comi.ng from Illinois .She had there a little Phone-Order 

Business."Why did you go to the posse?""I went to the posse - long stop­

because I wanted to help the community.I am a member of the Sportmen-Club 

of Sun City and learned how to shoot.Because of this. I wanted to go in 

the posse.Here 1 can go with my gun out on the street to prottct my 

community.- Up 1o now,! did pull my gun only once.One evening I noticed 

two _young guys,who wal~d at ' Del Webb Boulevard.I stopped,got out of the 

car and asked them both,wether they lost their way.They said no.But they both 

loo,ked suspicious to me,kind of dirty and so I pulled my gun.After that 

they disappeared.""Would you have used the gun,if they would not have taken 

off?·'" If they would have caused any kind of trouble,! would have used my 

gun.I would never give up." She knocks with her finger on the outside of 

the gun." I would fight it out." 

Back in the motel I made my TV-Dinner and turned on the TV.There was 

a big Show and the message of the Show was "Everything goes if we only 

try hard enough." But Jack Gierish does not believe this anymore Jack is 

no real American.lfis real name is Hans Gierisch.He is from Munich,came 

1923 to New York.His Bavarian German is still perfect,but his American is 

with an accent.In Germany it was at that time pretty bad ~d a cousin wrote: 

A dressmaker is a good profession in USA.So came Hans with 22 years to the 

USA.An aunt did lend the money. 

The name Hans became John and Gierisch b~came Gierish and John later 

became Jack.In the beginning the dressmaking was a good job.Then at the 

end of the JOties,he was out of job.The dressmaking business was tied in 

the Hands of the jews,Naturally they were against the germans.Even he had 

nothing to do with this,because he was now an American Citizen.So, he worked 

finally as mechanic in a factory.At the end of the war he was again without 

work.In 1947 he finally opened his ov.n business as dressmaker.Nothing special 

just repair,cleaning and alteratiJ~.I thought,now 1 am en my own,I can ~ake 

something out of myself.-Jacks :;~ife Katqicame when she was 16 with her mother 

from Germany to the USA.She always wanted to become a Kindergarden-Teacher. 

Because she had to make money,she became only a maid.-

The big success failed.The bus~ness did not bring enough money.I worked 

days and nights,had big ideas to become rich,but had never enough money 

to do it.So, after 20 years on my own,I(had a small piece of realestate in 

Long Island which we bought once for 650,-Dollars. 
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In 1967 we sold our busin~ss and the piece of r ealestatc for J; 3 coo.-. 
We added $ 4000. -of our~vings and hought a house in ~un Ci t.v. ·,J~ wan_t _ed _t _c __ _ 
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The houses at that· time were cheap.Today Jack would have to pay four 
.imes as much.Jack and KATE live from their Social Securety today.But it 
snot enough to live here in Sun City.So,Jack had to continue to work.He 
o:,:,r makes '.IH,ltee alterations for sun citizens, he makes about $ 200. - per 
,onth.Nithout it,they could not make it.Jack now is 78 and pretty much content. 
e has only one problem,"! cannot die before my wife.She would then receive 
nly $ 286.- per month.She cannot live on it.She would have to leave our 
eautiful house.Where is the end of it.? 
I am invited v.ery often by the Gierish,also by the Uglums.John Uglum 

s filled with enthusiasm of Sun City and talks for hours about it.He wants .. / ·. 

o know my honest opinion about everything, I express mys elf very carefull_y 
nd polite.John feels this and is upset about it.-

One evening I went with the Uglums to a church-dinner.After the dinner 

went outside to smoke a cigaret.John went with me and it was dark outside. 
smoked and John was silent.Tonight he did not have his cheerfulness.We 

ere both silent together.Then he said something in thldark:"You know,it 
s sad,we are like little children,which are playing in the sandbox.... A 
isn-eyland for Seniors.-Next morning he smiled again. "Dear John." 


