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· ~ • he Sun City West bachelor answered a 
. knock on his door to find two angry 

women seeking his support for their 
efforts to oppose a proposed S9 raise in the 
community's S60 recreation fee. 

"udies," the bachelor responded solemnly, " I 
don't like to disappoint you, but I am a 
multimillionaire, and the opportunity to pay S9 
more a year is something I cannot afford to pass 
up." 

The disappointed women left. 
A short time bter, the bachelor answered 

another knock on his door, this time finding only 
one of the women at his doorstep. 

The woman· leaned forward conspiratorily, a 
gleam in her eye, and whispered, "My friend is a 
widow!" 

In retirement communities all over the United 
States men like the Sun City West bache­
lor-whether millionaires or not-are finding 
themselves sought after-as companions, finan­
cial advisors and handymen. 

Whether as dinner and dancing partners, 
fourths for bridge, help for a leaky faucet or 
sprinkler system or just as a source of that illusive 
something known as "the male point of view," 
single men who survive into old age are in high 
demand. 

For what is happening in retirement through­
out the nation is that far more women than men 
are living for longer and longer periods of time. 

"It used to be that the women died in 
childbirth; now it's the men who die first," said 
one Sun City woman, who added that although 
she gets along fine without men as a _regubr part 
of her life, she -does occasionally miss "having a 
partner to dance with" at the weekly dances that 
are so popular in Sun City recreation halk and 
golf course clubs. 

Marjorie Billingham, who moved into the 
retirement community in 1976, four years after 
her husband of 43 years had died, expbined, 
"There's no way to get introduced to single men 
here." 

Around her spotless home w.as the evidence of 
an active life-sewing equipment, travel bro­
chures, a small bridge table. 

"I don't feel marriage is something I have to 
have," she said. "I don't need it to live by, but it's 
not something I'd shun in the right situation." 

Like Mrs. Billingham, many other Sun City 
residents stressed that though they were not 
essentially looking for someone of the opposite 
sex, they miss such companionship. 

"The women I counsel are not necessarily 
:_ looking 10 go to bed or to go to the alta~~ ~id 

the Rev. Ed Hemphill, a former Navy cn .. pwin 
• who now resides in Sun City West, where he 1 continues a longtime interest in the study of 
l ~ing, gerontology. 

0 
"Once in a while," he said, "they'd just like to 

I have a man put his arm around them." 

i Athia Hardt is a local free-lance writer 
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Singl8 in Sun City 
by Athia L Hardt 
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Bachelora are in demand in Sun City. 
"'-br•od-.... 

The fact that "women live and men die" not 
only leaves many women who were used to the 
matrimonial state lonely as they adjust to the new 
social skills required of a single person, it also 
leaves many unprepared for the financial and 
other skills required "to negotiate life," said Dr. 
Georgia Hall, an Arizona State University geron­
tologist. 

The retirement community can accentuate the 
situation, she said, because most couples move 
into a retirement community are not "loners" or 
they would not have chosen the lifestyle of such 
a community in the lirsl pbce. 

The problems seem mammoth when the 
couple has been pbnning for retirement, the 
move is made, the husband suddenly dies and 
"there are simply more Mrs. John Browns around 
than there are Johns," Dr. Hall added. 

A
lthough ~ny of the Sun City retirement 

community residents argued that the 
pressures on a single person are actually 

less than in society as a whole beause of the 
presence of one's contemporaries, others disa­
greed. 

"Only in our society could we have created 
such an unnatural community," said one sociolo­
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"Sexual Desires of the 
above 60-year-olds have 
been greatly different." 

gist who asked not to be identified. " If the 
1960's Nd never existed, we wouldn't 
have retirement communities today. But 
we did- the cities were burning, there was 
Vietnam and all that, and the retirement 
communities Qid, 'Look, you can come 
here and never have to worry.' When 
you' re age-segregated, you're painted in a 
corner." 

One thing both supporters and critics of 
retirement communities agreed upon is 
that nobody anticipated the age trends of 
the 1980's when the communities were 
developed. In fact, that these developers 
did nor entirely anticipate the needs of 

those who would be left behind when 
their spouses died is not all that surprising, 
sociologists and other observers said. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
the number of men and women 65 and 
aide,- in the . United States was roughly 
equal in 1930. But by 1980, the rat.io was 
three women for every two men over 65, 
and after the age of 85, the gap widened 
to two women for every man. 

In Arizona's Sun City, one of the 
country's largest and oldest retirement 
communities, the ratio is much larger, 
those interviewed said. 

" In Sun City, 29 percent of the house­
holds are headed by a single person now," 
said the Rev. Hemphill, who estimates the 
ratio of single women to men at about 12 
to 1. This f.ict alone, he added, means that 
most new widows and widowers must 
realize that they're going 10 lead a 
different life from now on if they are going 
to adjust to their new situation. 

A friendly man with a graying beard who 
frequently leans forward as if to touch his 
listener ("Listening is a form of touching," 
he says), Rev. Hemphill says churches and 
other institutions in the retirement com­
munity generally fail to help individuals 
make the necessary adjustments.. Singles· 
who succeed in adjusting to their new life 
"have to accept that they've come to the 
end of a chapter," he said. 

He continued, "Obviously, there's some­
thing missing, and they know that. It's a 
very different lifestyle, but on the whole, 
it's pretty satisfying.'' 

Some women and men interviewed said 
it is common in the community for a 
bachelor 10 be in such demand that he is 
besieged with offers of meals soon after his 
wife's death, along with offers of house­
cleaning and requests for help with 
household repairs. Most downplayed 
suggestions that sexual offers may go along 
with the casseroles. 

"The sexual desires of the above 60-year-
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_olds have been greatly different,# the Rev. Hemphill said. 
"Forty percent of these women nune their husbands for a 
year prior to his death. You don't have somebody over 
there reverberating 10 have relief.'' 

Helen Luitjens, an artist who was widowed one and a 
half years ago, echoed the thoughts of most women 
interviewed as she sat in her Sun City home, wrrounded 
by many of her own paintings. 

'There's so many lll<>'e women than men that are 
free," she said. "I never see any single men.'' 

In one church singles group, for example, the 
participants consisted of one male and 70 females, she 
said. Another Sun Oty resident, a man who asked for 
anonymity, said he once was persuaded after much urging 
by the\he°ad of a church to attend a singles meeting early 
in his ~idowerhood, when even leaving his home was 
almost more than he could cope with. 

"I stuck my head in the door to see 90 women and him 
(the head of the group). I Ir.new if I entered that room, 
there'd be'a st.impede," he said. " I turned around and left 
without entering.'' 

Mrs. Luitjens said nothing in her prior life, either when 
she and her husband made their ·home in Los Angeles, or 
after they moved to Sun City, prepared her for being a 
widow. 

"You hear about these things, you hear about the 
adjuslment of losing your husband, but you don't realize 
how hard it is until ii happens to you," she explained, 
noling that she went from "an active social life" as one of 
a coupl_e to a more lonely existence not only beause her 
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Sun-city 
husband - gone, but ;also because these 
activities in the community commonly 
more easily involve two than one. 

Walter Upslty is that rarest of commodi­
ties- a bachelor over 60 years of age. 

A widower fo, seven years, whose 3S­
yeai marriage ended when his wife 
suffered a coronary, Upslty tw since 
started a new areer as a professional 
model One ol his more visible roles has 
been as uMr. Sandmanu in a KPHO-TV ad 
announcing the 1981 fall programming 
lille-ilp. The tall, lanky actor a!IO tw 
~rred in a number of local stage plays. 

Death of a spouse is not easy for either 
the man or the woman, he 1aid, disagree­
ing that life in a retirement community 
compounds the problem. In fact, he and 

"I don't run out every 
night, I suppose I could 

.. if I.wanted to." 

the Rev. Hemphill agreed, it helps in many 
waY' beause one an be with his or her 
contemporaries, wrrounded by opportun­
ities for activity in the neighborhood 
recreation centers. 
~re are kind$ of things to do if you're 

motivated to do M>mething," Lipslty 1aid. 
He added, "Single people never fit Into 

any order. A wigle person becomes the 
odd number. If you have a bridge party, a 
dinner party, there's always a problem 
with odd numben." 

He said that as a Sun City bachelor, "I 
don't run out every night," but acknowl­
edged, a little sheepishly, "I ' supl)O'e I 
could if I wanted to." 

Though he has "never been invited to 
get on the casserole dtcuit. You do hear 
these stories." 

Lipslty said, in words that might sound 
familiar to the weary bachelor of any age, 
ult's no fun living alone. You go out on a 
date and you have a wonderful time, come 
home, put the at in the garage, brush 
your teeth and 1ay goodnight to no one. 
There' s no one to give a kiss to." 

Still, he 1aid, life in the retirement 
community has "given me a new lease on 
life that I wonder if I would have had 
elsewt-e. In the retirement community, 
you are with your contemporaries. In the 
city, If you tum 60, you are over the hill "I 
still enjoy all the good things of life. Why 
shouldn't you enjoy all the good things of 
lifel We are not deadr' 

Why, not remarryl 

""; - .... 

" I've had friends who remarried very 
quickly," he 1aid. ,"It's _not that I am 
adverse to marriage. For a while, whenever 
I was thinking about it, unfortunately I 
would start compuing her to my 
wife ... that's so bad." · 

Herb Behrel, twice-widowed and the I 
former mayor of Des Plaines, Illinois, is an 
example of the other side of the story. He 
and his wife, Peg, are what many of those 
who talked about the loneliness of being 
single consider ·" the lucky ones," people 
who found new mates late in life, marrying 

. after a brief courtship. · 
Peg who met Herb on a blind date, said, 

" I have quite a few widow friends, and I 
love them dearly, but everytime we get 
together, they 1ay, 'Doesn't Herb have a 
twinl' I tell them if they want to meet 
men, they ought to take up woodcraft, 
metal craft, go work. on a lathe some­
where!" 

She 1aid she and Herb uweren't looking 
for marriage" when they met in mid-June, 
but by October they had tied the Ir.not. 
Those who do remarry often do so 
quickly, Rev. Hemphill and others 1aid. 

"When you are our age," Peg Behrel 
1aid, "you don't wait around." 

The attractions of love and marriage, 
romance and courtship, are oot limited to 
the young, but part of life at any age, she 
added. 

" I don't think. it's any different with 
people in our age bracket than with 
teenagers or young marrieds," she said. 
"Older people need love and affection, 
too. Everything young people need, older 
people need just h much." 0 
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Sun City residents begin efforts 
; to ban smoking throughout county 
, By BRET McKEAND Their challenge was eventually dismissed. 

A group of Sun City residents who were successful in their 
attempt to have smoking banned in area recreation centers are 
now seeking a similar ban county-wide. 

The Smokers Association of Sun City, led by Sidney J. 
Goldman, have begun gathering signatures in an effort to con­
vince county supervisors that a law should be adopted which 
would prohibit smoking in all public places throughout Marico­
pa County. 

"We (Sun City) are unincorporated and so we are unprotect­
ed," says Goldman. 

"If we want smoking banned throughout the county, it will be 
up to our supervisors to take action." 

It was Goldman. who led the fight to have smoking banned in 
all Sun City recreation centers back in 1983. The group first 
organized in March of that year and soon began circulating 
petitions in an effort to have the issue voted upon by the entire 
Rec Centers membership. 

Goldman and his supporters gathered 7,052 signatures by 
September, 1983, and in December, the smoking ban issue was 
approved by a majority of the voting members. 

The matter didn't end there. In fact, it was just beginning. 
Another group of residents felt the ban was a vi?lation of 

their civil rights and contested its validity in Supenor Court. 

In an unprecedented move, the Rec Centers Board of Direc­
tors held a second election on the issue in 1984. Again, the 
membership approved the ban, 17,392 to 14,987. 

At the time, one of the criticisms leveled against the adoption 
of a smoking ban would be that it would have an adverse effect 
on the sale of homes in Sun City. 

Goldman says the smoking ban has not hurt the sales of 
homes in Sun City over the past three years. Citing figures he 
collected from the Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc., he says 
1,975 homes were sold in 1984 (the year the ban went into af-
fect), 1,641 in 1985 and 1,846 last year. · 

In the first five months of 1987, says Goldman, 740 homes 
were sold. "If it continues throughout the year at this rate, the 
total for 1987 should be about 1,776." 
· Goldman says the next logical step is to ban tobacco smoking 
in public places throughout the county. He says his group is 
working with a number of other non-smoking groups in the 
county to have a county-wide smoking ban adopted. 

"We are urging people to write or call Carole Carpenter 
(District 4 County Supervisor)," says Goldman. 

"We hope to present our petitions to the Board of Supervisors 
Sept. 10 and request that smoking be banned in all public places 
throughout the county." 



'' It is my fondest 
hope that the seeds 

of hatred and 
contempt Benson 
sows today will 

overcome him in 
his senior years, 

assuming he 
survives that long. 

Great,. Now the old carp 
from albUM .-the country -wm re !l'kfy;ng oul; h~---. 

Shame, 'Republic,' for publishing that cartoon 
■With reference to Bonehead Benson's 
May 14 editonal cartoon in the equally 
boneheaded Republic: It appears neither 
has the least I espect for truth, much less 
community tolerance and harmony. 

Steve Benson never misses a chance to 
crank up his pathological hatemongenng to 
spew his venom against older people, 
retirees, "snowbirds'' and particularly 
those of us who reside in the Sun Cities. 

In case anyone missed it, Benson 
pomtedh twists graphic evidence (as 
shown on TV) of criminal business 
dumping in Lake Powell, to once again 
show his 11-'atefulness by depicting the trash 
as castoffs of Sun City seniors. 

It 1s indeed tragic that, w11h a world and 
country so full of factional hatreds, this 
wet-behind-the-ears punk is allowed to 
continue his Nazilike pogroms through an 
equally licentious medium. 

It is my fondest hope that the seeds of 
hatred and contempt Benson sows today 
will overcome hun in his senior years, 

assuming he survives that long. 
Meanwhile, it behooves The Arizona 

Republic to remember that the Sun Cities 
constitute an important market for its 
advertisers. I, for one, have canceled 
further deliveries until and unless Benson is 
gone for good this time! 

- Jim Reynolds 
Sun City 

Mormon Church should fix 
cartoonist Benson's wagon 
■Steve Benson's bishop must know that 
Benson has shown inappropriate behavior 
in the past in some of his cartoons about 
the LDS church. His latest effort about 
Deborah Laake on May 4th has gone too 
far. 

Drastic action is necessary. No, I do not 
mean excommunication; that would be too 
easy. 

Please call Steve to be Scoutmaster. 
- Stephen J. Cowgur 

Mesa 

'' 

How did Steve Benson fall 
for author's false stereotypes? 
■ It's amazing that a talented Pulitzer Prize 
winner like Steve Benson could fall for 
cheap-shot, false stereotypes that Deborah 
Laake commercially exp!oit~ ·1bout the 
LDS church and it~ female members. 

Since the days of Joseph Smith, LDS 
women have raised strong families, worked 
hard in many trades and occupations, 
served their communities and helped 
pioneer this country. 

Guess what? It's 1993, and we're sti ll 
doing it, raising strong families, working in 
careers in various fields, serving our 
communities and pioneering this country 
- and all in happy harmony with the 
teachings of the church. 

Benson needs to park his covered wagon 
and stick to the facts and real issues, for 
which he was awarded. 

- Holly Rodabough 
Glendale 

Benson needs to pa1k his covered wagon and stick to the facts and real issues, for 
which he was awarded. 
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T JkE LAST ADD RE S S ! 

In the desert of Arizona are 47 000 people living,in 

a city, for their Golden Years. 
Sunshine,Activities and Companienship was,what the Developer Del 
E. Webb wanted to offer to his Senior ·· Americans near Phoenix 
Arizona.He started to build Sun City. The Seaiors,who are now living 

~ there,are grateful to the Developer.In Sun City are indeed a lot 
of arrangements for Seniors,of which in Germany nobody ev~n can 
dream of.The warm p~ols even can be used by Ha.n;icaps.But even so,many 
of the Seniors of Sun City only seem to be happy. 

Report and pictures by Rainer Joedecke,a cinema Show, 

We are Americans and I think we are long enough living in this 
country to love it.Let us together applaud our Flag,Which will 
appear at the beginning of our cinema show. 

The Hostess,a lady in her seven~ies,waving _to the film operator, 
"Go ahead,John." In Color: The Flag,marchmusic,the stars and stripes 
appear picture filling, waving .. in the wind .A short sequence of ~ews of 
th~city are to be seen.The rnarchmusic continues,the speaker is to 
be seen in the picture,strolling thru the streets.The Music stops: 
"Helloh,I am _J~ck Wake.I have the pleasure to walk with you_thru 
the most remarkable community of this kind in th USA,maybe ~f the 
whole world.This are srong words,but I think you will see rightaway 

what I mean. First let us ask ourself: :vhy are so many People attracted 
by this community? I think we are today much more interested in the 

quality of life th~~ever before in the history.dhere is this interest 
coming from? Maybe very smµe from the development 2f the last 
50 years,which makes a way of ~fe possible,which nobody could dream 
about while the last 100 years .C,-onsider for example the wonders of 
Television,the Telcphone,Radio,Movies ,the Aeroplane,the Printingpress, 
the Aircondition,the li'lcdicine.All these wonders are possible today 
for everybody.A< least for people who earned their place in this world. 
But even the wealthy cannot always enjoy the benefits of our generation. 
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because it also creates circumstances,which are not always beneficial 

for a good life •• 
Next picture,no more in color but black and whit~maybe more gray in 

gray I A freeway in Chicago crowded with ·cars, skyscrapers . 

Slums,places for garbage.crowds ~d clouds of smoke.The speaker 

says,"Our cities :were not planne~or todays population.The~ 
.... grew and grew.chaotic and uncontrolled.We all know the result:_ 

Avalanches of autos,dirt,slums and so on.Next :S treetscenes with 
snowflurries,mud,rain.The speaker s ays :"And then the hard winyers 
in the north and northeast of ~ur country.-Next pictures in beautiful 

colors:Blooming ~ntyards,neighbors tal\f'over the hedge.golf-courses 
under palm trees."As contrastiWe make now our trip thru Sun City. · 
I think you will see,why this here is a Dream-Worxd.It is planned 
so,that people can live here in comfort,in peace under friends 
surrounded with everything they need and what they want to do. 
The pictures in the film are no lies.Under a blue sky,an immaculate 

city,with immaculate people,happy and friendly,smiling uninterupted, 
"Great morning,isn,t!ttYes it is.How do you like Sun-City?It,s 
wonderful.It is no noise here,no smell,no dirt,no crowds,no factories , 
no skyscrapers,no advertisements,no bad weather,no poverty . No 

. I 

circumstances,which are not{Deneficial for the life.Wonderful,like 
it was said in the advertising movie. Mr. Del Webb. has a vision and 

Mr.Boswell has the cottonfields. 
Mr.Del E.webb,as developer amd owner of a large,·Development Company 

in Phoenix .,Arizona had the vision at the end of the 1~50th.At ·that 

time it was custom,that well s i tuated retired people,moved for their 
Golden Years out of the big citie~ to the sun belt,the Sun-States 
in the south and the west of th USA.3>,some retirement communities 

were growing in Florida,California and Arizona.But the Exodus to 
the south came soon to a stop.Nothing but p~ace,sun and time for 
the Seniors was not enough.So,the Del Webb Development Company with 
Jert:1 Svendson,Y , iceprasident of Devco,found out how to make money. 
They had to offer to the Seniors sornethingelse,namly : Sunshine,Activit : 
and Companionship.Mr.Del Webb started:He bought the cottonfields 
frOHMr.Boswell,an area of )6 Square -Kilorr.eter,25 Kilometer NW of 
Phoenix,situated at the Santa-Fe Railroad.,to come true wi th his 
vision.Jerry saidrit was clear to us,that we had to sell to the 
people something more,as only houses.The house was for the people onl ~ 

secondary.What they ~anted and what we sold to the m,was a way of 

t ••···· 
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life,everything they needed for a happy and contentt life 
To all appearance it shows:Happiness,contentment and enthusiasm 

wherever you look.This is the moit beautiful place on earth.What Del Webb 

did here for us is simply perfect.Dozen times the day I hear this and 
see it.The Building of the Watercompany even looks like the villa of 
a Millionaire ,the Entrance to the cemetary like the entrance to the · 
Elysium.The houses,the streets,the automobiles,ever«ything is perfect, 
decent,like the American is saying.In this city of 47 000 people living 
is no dirtiness. 

I have ditTiculties taking pictures.Wherever I direct my camerai A 
higfigloss picturecard appears in the viewfinder1•·visit Del Webbs Sun City: 
There are six Recreation-Centers in Sun City with Swirnmingpooles, 
Bowlinglanes,Tennis,Minigolf, : quash,Shuffle-Board,Billiards,Table-Tennis, 
also workspops for silver~mith,lapidary,cabinetmakers,cerarnic and dress-­
makers with stores,wh'ere all these things made here,can be sold. 
There are also Auditoriums for Concerts,Eveningdances,Lectures, Gymnastik 
and clubrooms.Beside thes e Recreation--Centers are ten 18 hole Golf­
Courses,one Baseball-Stadium,one Amphitheatre for 8000 visiters,one 
Picnic-Aerea with Shootingrange, two lakes for ·Fishing and boating, 

27 r.tligious communities,one college,5 shoppngcenters and about JOO clubs 
and societies and more ••• 

Devco took care that nobody has to sit in the sunshine doing nothing. 
And all these Recreations are used very rnuch."I am here more busy than 
ever before at home" says Frances Uglum.She is 67 years old and her husband 
John is 68.They live here one year. Frances says1"I get up every morning 
at 6 o,clock,work a little bid in the house and garden and make then break­
fast.John gets up at 7 o,clock and we have our breakfast together. At 
8 o,clock every day,except sunday, I am in the lapidary at Bell-Center, 
from eleven to one o,clock I am home for lunch,later,until 4 o,clock 

I work at the silverworkshop.Then after.I am eoing shopping.Evenings 
I go often to a me e ting 0f the Church-Commu~ity for choir practice or 
I s ew Clothes for the community,which the church distributes to poor 
Indian Children.~esides all of this,we have a Bridge-Club,play Tennis 

and go now and then Bowling.-Frances wa.s a housev:ife and a parttirne teacher. 
John had a praxis as Ophthalmic Surgeon in Brookings,a town of 12 000 

People in South-Dacota.They like it here so much,that they want to 
stay here for good.They already bought two places at the cemetary. 

: I 
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The only thing we are missing here are some old friend~.But otherwise 
we have improved here with everything.We are away from hard winters and 
it is here much cleaner and more beautifutand then the hobbies,sport and 

social Life.Everything is much better. 
With 60 years the Seniors do not want to be Zombie. It is s _till an other 

reason,why the Uglums left their Hometown.Hesitantly John talked abouts 
"Well,to be honest,for the weather and the dirt in the streets only,I 
would not have left .Brookings is not Detroit .We were living good, had a • • 

beautiful home and not to fear to walk nights in the street. The real 
reason was I I did not want to become a Zombie! A living dead-one,who 
is creeping thru the streets with hungry eyes,always looking for somebody 

~ 

to talk to.~s Doctor I w~ a _ reputable man in our community,I had something 
to say.After I sold my praxis,suddenly there was nothing, Both of our 

daughters were out of the house already long time and did move to other 
states in the USA.I feel useless and left ov er.-John had a problem of 
the old-ones.With the rapid growing of the living in the highly developed 
industrial nations there also was the number of the seniors growing. and 

they also became ever younger.Today 60 is no more old-a~e.But with 60 years 
you are more o'r less gently forced to make room for the next generation, the 
army of the retired-ones is -growing from year to year.John did not want 
to fall in line,"When ! was 5 years old,I was shining shoes in Chicago. 
I know what it means working.When the "Flowerchildren" left the society 
in the 60ties,also the exodus of the Seniors started.It happened not as 
spectacular mwith the youngones,it was mostly not noticed.The children 
were still wanted in the society. The Seniors were put off.They ~anted 
no better society,they simply wanted company and sunshine.So they found 
Sun City-our Shangri La.,s it was called by some residents of the city. 

Johna"I feel myself here like borne again,like starting a new life. 
I am not the former Physic+an,here I am simple John,a face in the crowd, 
like everybody else.We all have the same standard of life,are in the same 

age and are all in the same happy or unhappy situation. 
Del Webb takes care of that we stay together with the same kind of 

people.Citizen of Sun City can become only who is at least 50 years 
of age. Jerry, We know,we are with this restriction standing outside 
of 1egality, it is a kind of discrimination.But up to now has nobody 
complained about. This is just no place for young Reople. Here are no 
schoola,no kindergarten,no playgrounds.The Recreation-Centers are privat 
operations,who can decide who is permitted. 
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see any colored people.Are they not permitted? 

sake,no! I do not understand why there are no colored 

ti> . 
The price for houses is for the time being$ 45 000.- a.c!, loo coo.-

The lower limit o~ the cost of life for a couple is about$ 700.- per 

month. This keeps the poorer people away. There are also restrictions, 

when somebody buys a house. You are not permitted to have pigs,cows or 

doves etc. You cannot have sheds in the gdraett,clothlines,no business 

or any kind of profession in the house. It means buying a house in 

Sun City,is moving into a society without conflicv.Everybody can li~e 

his own way.He can go for play or for any kind of sport.He can work 

in the workshops or can go into community work in any of the 

Organizations.Sun City is unincorporated,a city without government. 

This is an american speciality.A result of american free enterprise. 

Advantage of such a city is1 No government,no police department.Just 

a little bid more freedom.The disadvantage is:The service of the i 

county is very little.The City is no corporate body and cannot do 

any business,but there is also no bureaucracy. --~ 
Ellis Danner i y the president of HOA,Homeowners Association of 

Sun City,a privat association or a kind of government,which takes care 

of the business for the peoFle with the county and Devco.Thats all we 

need,no extra tax.We have high qualified people,who like to do this 

kind of job without salary.These privat organisations of public 

benefit,with ample of donations,have an army of volonteers.There 

are more volonteers then needy ones.In the 250 bed luxurious 

Hospital,which is financed completly from donations,are working 

700 volonteers.1200 people are taking care of the fina ncial business .• 

According to careful estimates,about every Jrd citizen of SunCity 

works for any kind of community work.~e do not only play golf or 

think about entertainment,we also help eachother g~nerously. 

Helen Randall works for the community :und,a society,which administ~rs 

the donations fo~ charity and f or needy citizens.The difficulties 

are not money,but to get rid of it.There is nobody who asks for help. 

The people are too proud to do that.A hint for help comes only 

from neighbors or friends and then it is still difficult to convince 

people to accept.Mostly they are the high doctor fees,which consume 

the savings of not normally poor people.nelen Randall estimates,therc 
are only half a dozen needy people •• 
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Mr.Del Webbs vision came completely true. Happiness and Contentment 
isall the way · around,Del Webb meanwhile passed away but he still is 
admired as benefactor. Even the whole thing was only a good commercial_ 
program,the Seniors a.re satisfied. In 1977 Devco had with Sun City a . 

profit of$ 7.8 Millions,the trick of this business - With the age~ 
was Del Webbs vision - is the possibility to leave everything which 
costs only and does not bring any money, like Hospital,Administration, 
social service to the people,which were happy to take over these 
responsibilities by finding jobs,which give a new life and duty. 

Devcos material contribution is the maintainance of the beautiful 
centerlanes on th~ wide boulevards and a busline,but the _company . will 
leave these two things to the Citizens of Sun City to take care of 

~ as soon the last house is sold and Devco can put his mind of building 
and selling houses in new Sun City-~est. But the Company will not 

disappear completely, it owns the Shopping Centers with 128 Shops. 
Devco will also further earn money on every Steak,on every Pill with 

which the Sun Citizens are prolonguing their lifes. When the last Steak 
is eaten and the last Pill is swallowed,Devco is cashing in again,-the 

Cemetary also belongs to the Company. 
But this does not bother the Seniors, the ruae money making was 

never infamous in USA. The Sun Citizen does not feel ripped off. 
A Physician said to me: "we receive good merchandise for our good money 

Also to look at the ~lum-City of £1 Mirage is no trouble for the 
Sun ~itizen. The american fairytale from the Newspaperboy to the 
Millionaire is still living.These people in El Mirage simply have not 
enough initiative, says the doctor.Even when this social theorie is 

general valid,t~good life of the Seniors in this wicked neighborhood 
causes offense in USA ,Sun City has a tad Press, a US-Magazin wrote: 

With hobbys,Skills,Craft,Play and Fun,with Dance and Cocktailparties, 
the Seniors have a life of Crusadcrs,away fro~ reality and responsibili · 
ty.This theme is not quite true,the other way around is more correct. 

In an investigation of Cities for the Seniors i t is said, some people 
say, that the reti re:nent communities 2.r,~ or.ly ~n escape from the big~er 
society,where the Seniors mostly are i?XCluded. :,aybe this is true. 

:/hen it is like this,t~en do not condr-::nn the vehicle, ·,mich :nakes ·this 

escape possible, but do not condemn more t.he soc :.al syz tem, which :::rn:; e r: 

the escape of the SeniorG. 

But these 47 000 Sun Citizen are not so c omplt tl y hap~y a~d ~Ofi~c~~ 
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as it looks like,even -when you look once,twice or three times.If you 
look more close, lll'((;h of the happiness becomes like a mask, the che·erfulne: 
is a show of despair.A smile is 90 ~ teeth-a dentist proclaims in the 
Daily Newspaper.The big smile of Sun City is "many Teeth."-So it is n~ 

surprise,when the use of alcohol per head of the population of Sun City 
means world record.But I never saw anybody drunk.The face is preserved. 

Sun City,even with a wall around,is an open city.Everybody can 
enter.But in · behalf of loitering around,there is a troop oif1-uxiliary 

police.A voluntary posse of 260 people,including JO women.These posses 
are everswhere in the USA. Normally they are called on only in case 
of emergency by the sheriff.Sun City sheriffs posse is a permanent 

~rrangement and the largest posse in the world.Even,because Arizona 
is a high crime State,second on the crime-list in USA,it never was 
felt in Sun City . There is only very little of crime.Except small fry, 

approximatly 12 cases per year only.Handbag-Prowling,Burglary and Raid& 
of one of the 12 Banks or Saving~ Institutions are coming always from 

the outside. 
James White,commander of the posse,has for the small amount of 

crimes a plausible explanation:First there is the clearance of the City, 
nobody can hide anywhere,also the uniform kind orjpeople living here. 
Who is coming from outside of the City can be identified rightaway, 

in the clothing,by age,color of the skin and also by cut of the hair. 
Naturally we simply cannot throw these people out . But we follow them; 
stay on their heels until they leave the city.We socalled balk them 

out of the town. 
There are always four cars on patrol in the city,occcupied by two 

men or two women,like on the ev ening,when I was with sergeant Madelyn 
Stroud and sergeant Jo Escudier on the way.No special events.They 
checked houses of people who are out of to~n.Thats all.No suspects 
on route. 

Jo iscudier,58, is ~:med with a J8. She qualified for this on 
a shooting range.0,a-delyn Srout,66, has not yet a colt on her belt •• 
"Next month I have my test.Hopefully I can then carry my gun.I have 
a very pretty little,nickelplated J8. I lov~ this thing. 

"I think,it will make very nice holes?" 
"'f()u can bet on it.Nobody talks b_ack to a J8." She smiles."The first 

time,Iwas holding the gun in my hand,! thought,you never make it to 

shoot with it.The gun was simply too heavy for my little hand.Then 
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I exercised and exercised with dumb-bells until my hands became strong 

enough. - Jo is comi.ng from Illinois .She had there a little Phone-Order 

Business."Why did you go to the posse?""I went to the posse - long stop­

because I wanted to help the community.I am a member of the Sportmen-Club 

of Sun City and learned how to shoot.Because of this. I wanted to go in 

the posse.Here 1 can go with my gun out on the street to prottct my 

community.- Up 1o now,! did pull my gun only once.One evening I noticed 

two _young guys,who wal~d at ' Del Webb Boulevard.I stopped,got out of the 

car and asked them both,wether they lost their way.They said no.But they both 

loo,ked suspicious to me,kind of dirty and so I pulled my gun.After that 

they disappeared.""Would you have used the gun,if they would not have taken 

off?·'" If they would have caused any kind of trouble,! would have used my 

gun.I would never give up." She knocks with her finger on the outside of 

the gun." I would fight it out." 

Back in the motel I made my TV-Dinner and turned on the TV.There was 

a big Show and the message of the Show was "Everything goes if we only 

try hard enough." But Jack Gierish does not believe this anymore Jack is 

no real American.lfis real name is Hans Gierisch.He is from Munich,came 

1923 to New York.His Bavarian German is still perfect,but his American is 

with an accent.In Germany it was at that time pretty bad ~d a cousin wrote: 

A dressmaker is a good profession in USA.So came Hans with 22 years to the 

USA.An aunt did lend the money. 

The name Hans became John and Gierisch b~came Gierish and John later 

became Jack.In the beginning the dressmaking was a good job.Then at the 

end of the JOties,he was out of job.The dressmaking business was tied in 

the Hands of the jews,Naturally they were against the germans.Even he had 

nothing to do with this,because he was now an American Citizen.So, he worked 

finally as mechanic in a factory.At the end of the war he was again without 

work.In 1947 he finally opened his ov.n business as dressmaker.Nothing special 

just repair,cleaning and alteratiJ~.I thought,now 1 am en my own,I can ~ake 

something out of myself.-Jacks :;~ife Katqicame when she was 16 with her mother 

from Germany to the USA.She always wanted to become a Kindergarden-Teacher. 

Because she had to make money,she became only a maid.-

The big success failed.The bus~ness did not bring enough money.I worked 

days and nights,had big ideas to become rich,but had never enough money 

to do it.So, after 20 years on my own,I(had a small piece of realestate in 

Long Island which we bought once for 650,-Dollars. 
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In 1967 we sold our busin~ss and the piece of r ealestatc for J; 3 coo.-. 
We added $ 4000. -of our~vings and hought a house in ~un Ci t.v. ·,J~ wan_t _ed _t _c __ _ 
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The houses at that· time were cheap.Today Jack would have to pay four 
.imes as much.Jack and KATE live from their Social Securety today.But it 
snot enough to live here in Sun City.So,Jack had to continue to work.He 
o:,:,r makes '.IH,ltee alterations for sun citizens, he makes about $ 200. - per 
,onth.Nithout it,they could not make it.Jack now is 78 and pretty much content. 
e has only one problem,"! cannot die before my wife.She would then receive 
nly $ 286.- per month.She cannot live on it.She would have to leave our 
eautiful house.Where is the end of it.? 
I am invited v.ery often by the Gierish,also by the Uglums.John Uglum 

s filled with enthusiasm of Sun City and talks for hours about it.He wants .. / ·. 

o know my honest opinion about everything, I express mys elf very carefull_y 
nd polite.John feels this and is upset about it.-

One evening I went with the Uglums to a church-dinner.After the dinner 

went outside to smoke a cigaret.John went with me and it was dark outside. 
smoked and John was silent.Tonight he did not have his cheerfulness.We 

ere both silent together.Then he said something in thldark:"You know,it 
s sad,we are like little children,which are playing in the sandbox.... A 
isn-eyland for Seniors.-Next morning he smiled again. "Dear John." 


