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Continued From Page 1

nary plans are complete for that project, it
will not commence until 2014, according to
Ms. Higgins. Drawings of the planned reno-
vation are on display at several locations
in the community, including Marinette;
Bell Recreation Center, 16820 N. 99th Ave.;
Sundial Recreation Center, 14801 N. 103rd
Ave.; Lakeview Recreation Center, 10626 W.
Thunderbird Blvd.; and Fairway Recreation
‘Center, 10600 W. Peoria Ave.

Work on parking shades to hold photo
voltaic electricity producing solar panels be-
gan at all recreation centers at the beginning
of the year. The installation came at no cost
to RCSC, but the corporation will lease the
system and have an opportunity to purchase
it outright in the future. Excess power pro-
duced by the system is put back on the grid
and RCSC receives credit from APS for it.

Systems at Marinette and Oakmont,
10725 W. Oakmont Drive, recreation cen-
ters; the Quail Run, 9774 W. Alabama Ave.,
maintenance facility; Lakes, 10433 W. Tal-

isman Road, pro shop; and Willowbrook/
Willowcreek, 10600 N. Boswell Blvd., main-
tenance facility were online and producing
electricity in June, according to Mr. Well-|
man. Bell, Sundial and Lakeview centers
were expected to be online by the end of
July, he added.

“Lakeview center will be the last to come |
online due to APS transformer and entrance
equipment replacement and relocations,”
Mr. Wellman stated in his June report.

The Sun Bowl ballfield project was in the |

final stages at the end of June with leveling
in preparation for Bermuda grass sprigging,
according to Mr. Wellman. The cost for this
PIF-funding effort is $200,848. The Sun Bowl,
10220 N. 107th Ave., amphitheater project
includes a new irrigation system, smoothing
grass seating areas, overseeding Bermuda
grass, adding walkway bollard post lights,
new handrails and a new driveway for food
trucks, according to Mr. Wellman. The cost,
also from the PIF, is $245,883.

The Bell lawn bowl greens are getting a

complete renovation, thanks to the generos-
ity of a resident donation, which will cover
most of the $484,308 cost, according to Ms.
Higgins.
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RCSC Elections and Web P.o-r.t;I‘ ences were brought into the new pbri'al and emails were s

RCSC Cardholders continue to sign up for the new RCSC Web Portal members with information on managing their email preferences.

in preparation for this year's Board of Director elections which willbe ~ |f you have not been receiving recent RCSC Email Alerts, you are

held completely online. ’ urged to contact the Cardholder Services Office at the Lakeview
Center or by calling 623-561-4603 to confirm that your current

Electronic voting will allow members to vote from any computer, email address is in the system. Emails can also be sent to webpor-

anywhere - whether they are out of town or right here in Sun City. tal@sunaz.com if you have any questions or problems accessing ‘

Safeguards restricting each qualified member to only one vote will the portal. In addition, Cardholders are advised to add tegcam-

be in place and confidentiality will be maintained throughout the paigns@tegcampaigns.totalegolf.com and rcsc@sunaz.cominto

process. Eligible RCSC Cardholders will have access to the election their address books to avoid emails from RCSC going directly into

portion of the portal beginning one month prior to Election Day Junk Email folders.

starting on November 11. For any members without access to a

computer, in-person voting will be held at Lakeview on Election Day Besides online voting and managing participation in email com-

(December 10) from 8am to 4pm. munications from RCSC, the new web portal allows Cardholders

to manage other routine interactions with RCSC. More detailed
Candidates will be introduced at both the October 31 and November ~ information regarding the portal can be found at: http://sunaz. \

21 Board meetings. Two candidate forums are scheduled: Novem- com/portal/webportal/.

ber 11 at 6:00pm in the Marinette Auditorium and November 19

at 1:30pm in Fairway Arizona Rooms 3-4. The forums are a great Portal Information Sessions Planned

opportunity for Members to meet and talk with the candidates. Look  Cardholders that continue to have concerns regarding the web

for more details on the candidates and the forums as the election portal are encouraged to attend an upcoming informational

process continues. session. As of press time, the first session is scheduled for Friday,
October 25 at 1:30p.m. in Lakeview Social Hall #1. Other sessions in

New Email System Update November will be announced at a later date.

As part of the web portal rollout, RCSC is also using a new email
system to communicate with Members. All Cardholder email prefer-
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Sun City evolves as its amenities ag-

By Lesley Wright

The Republic | azcentral.com

Sun City, the pioneering West
Valley retirement enclave, con-
tinues to attract new residents,
with buyers modernizing the
homes one dwelling at a time.

To make sure those retirees
stay, the incoming Recreation
Centers of Sun City board has to
ensure that the community’s
pools, tennis courts and other
amenities do not deteriorate.

The board of the non-profit
agency tasked with keeping the
53-year-old retirement commu-
nity viable had its annual elec-
tion last month.

The new directors on the
nine-director board are Dan
Schroeder, a retired construc-
tion manager; Peter Lee, who
retired from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense; and financial
expert Michael Kennedy. None
of the candidates promised

great changes during the cam- A Sun City resident rides his golf cart through the neighborhood. stacie SCOTTITHE REPUBLIC

aign.

The secret to the continued
success of the 9,000-acre com-
munity in unincorporated Mar-
icopa County appears to be
managing gradual changes. A
critical part of that is maintain-
ing and upgrading key commu-
nity features, which real-estate
agents say is the biggest draw
for prospective Sun City resi-
dents.

For the outgoing board, that
meant taking cost-efficient
steps for the future. They in-
stalled solar panels over park-
ing spaces at recreation cen-
ters, despite skepticism from
some residents, and replaced
aging pipes and other infra-
structure.

Homes are also getting a fa-

elift. Looks can be deceiving to
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‘ Sun City periodically needs to reinvent itself
W and does so as each new generation retives.”

JOELYN HIGGINS
Sun City spokeswoman

said Joelyn Higgins, a Sun City
spokeswoman.

An average of seven new
homeowners every day buy the
concrete-block homes Del
Webb began building in 1960.
The new, younger residents
help the community transform
slowly, even as newer, fancier
retirement communities open
around them.

“Sun City periodically needs
to reinvent itself and does so as
each new generation retires,”
she said.

Outgoing board members ad-
vised their successors that
guiding that reinvention in-
cludes building repairs and ac-
commodating changing recrea-
tion tastes. )

Cord Angier, 73, is stepping
down from the board after a
three-year term. He advised the
new directors to research the
older buildings that may have
problems and to learn about

new trends.

“We have looked at the fu-
ture and have tried our best to
figure out what the younger
generation will want to do,” An-
gier said. “The ones we've
talked to said they want Sun
City — they want the amenities
?nd they don’t want to pay a lot

orit.”
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Overbuilt amenities

New board members learn
quickly that keeping up with
seven recreation centers, two
bowling centers, eight golf
courses and assorted club-
houses is a challenge in itself.

Kennedy noted that Del
Webb “overbuilt” Sun City’s
recreational attractions since it
was the model community for
what would become an interna-
tional brand. The later versions
of Sun City had fewer recre-
ational centers and golf

courses. Marketing continues

to tout that Sun City has the
most amenities for the lowest
annual fees — $456 per house-
hold — among all the Sun City-
style retirement communities
built since.

The new board director
moved to the Valley in 1969 and
watched Sun City grow up.

“Ilived in anumber of differ-
ent places in the Valley, but I
knew I would live in Sun City,”
Kennedy said. “I've talked to
people in others, but the fees are
larger and the facilities are
smaller.”

To tend to those facilities,
Sun City stewards must keep an
eye out for expensive repairs
and do inspections to avoid
things like the Sundial roof col-
lapse, Angier said.

That catastrophe occurred at
4:15 a.m. June 19, 2006, at the
Sundial Recreation Center. No
one was injured when one of the
beams holding the wide-span
roof collapsed. It has since been
replaced with a steel-truss roof,
and the facility looks almost
New.

Keeping the golf courses

SUN CITY TIMELINE

1960: Sun City debuted Jan. 1.
More than 100,000 people
showed up the first weekend
to view five model homes..

1963: The Sun City Home-
owners Association formed.

1964: Voters rejected an
incorporation proposal.

1972: The Sun City Community
Association changed its name
to Recreation Centers of Sun
1978: Sun City is built out with
more than 27,000 homes.

2010: Sun City had a yearlong
50th anniversary celebration.

Source: Sun City.
Visitors Center

fresh and attractive is believed
critical to luring new homeown-
ers. When Angier took a look be-
neath the greens during his

‘term, he saw how the original

piping had aged. Those also are
being replaced.

“The main waterlines (to the
courses) were so old and brittle,
if you put enough pressure on
them they would just break,”
Angier said.

Future boards might have to
contend with problems at the
33-acre Viewpoint Lake, which
has a lining leak that could cost
$10 million or more to repair.
The rec board worked out a plan
with the Arizona Department of
Water Resources earlier this
year to get administrative relief
by ensuring the lake’s water is
managed efficiently.

For every headache brought
on by aging facilities, the com-
munity takes a step forward.

The board installed solar
panels on covered parking at
the recreation centers,
launched an electronic voting
system and converted tennis
courts to pickleball courts to
meet next-generation sports de-
mands.

See SUN CITY, Page 4
e
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Pickleball players
win round in Sun City

By Jeff Dempsey
DAILY NEWS-SUN
Sun City’s pickleball play-
| ers attended an exchange
meeting with the Recreation
Centers of Sun City’s board
of directors in March to pro-
pose an expansion of Moun-
tain View Recreation Center’s
courts from four to seven.
They made the request be-
cause the overhaul of Mari-
nette Recreation Center
scheduled for this fall will
increase the total pickleball
courts from 12 to 20 but while
that project is going on Sun
City pickleball players would
be left with only the four
courts at Mountain View.
Board members made it
clear they agreed with the

pickleball players’ concerns
Monday as they announced

they will vote at this month’s.

regular meeting to approve
the expansion at Mountain
View.

Board member Bill Pear-
son said the board recognized
that the pickleball situation
was one that needed to be ad-
dressed.

“The players were con-
cerned they would be left with
less than enough courts,” he
said, “because we're not sure
how many courts will be left
open when construction gets
under way at Marinette.”

If approved at this month’s
regular meeting, the exist-
ing four pickleball courts at
Mountain View will be rebuilt

using post-stress concrete in
place of asphalt, and three ad-
ditional courts will be built us-
ing the same materials.

The project will not remove
any tefinis courts.

There was some question
as to funding, which will come
from the general operating

. fund and not from the Pres-

ervation and Improvement
Fund. Jim Wellman, RCSC'’s
assistant general manager,
said the project does not qual-
ify for PIF.

“A PIF project has two re-
qtmnents, hesaid.“Ithasto
cost a minimum of $300,000,
and it has to have a useful life
of at least 15 years.”

Wellman said the cost of the

» See RCSC on page A5

RCSC
»iﬁmnpligeAl

project is still being tallied,
but he said a rough estimate
would be about $20,000 per
court, plus some permit fees
and other costs.

“I do not expect this pro,]-
ect to meet the cost require-
ment,” he said. “It will proba-

bly be (closer to) $150,000.”

Boaldpnesxiem.limBrash—
er said the quick action is an
acknowledgment of both the
worthiness of the project and
the need to get moving oniit
soon.

“We hope to begin con-
struction on this by the sum-
mer so we can get it done be-
fore Marinette’s courts go
down,” he said. -

He said unallocated money
in this year’s operating bud-
get will be enough to cover
the expense.

“Our budget and finance
committee took a look at
it and they determined we
could pay for it.”

Jeff Dempsey may be reached
at 623-876-2531 or jdempsey@
yourwestvalley.com.
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Marinette Expansion - - Past, Present and Future

When homes in Phase 3 of Sun City were originally purchased,
salesmen from the Del Webb Development Corporation (DEVCO)
were quick to show on the map where the “future” recreation cen-
ter would be at 99th and Union Hills. Residents at the time were
content to use the Bell Center until “theirs” was constructed.

Due to construction cost overruns at Bell, plans for what would be
Sun City’s northern most recreation center were quietly cancelled.
Upon hearing this news, homeowners in the area let it be known
they were unhappy and being short-changed. DEVCO acquiesced
by building a very small center on the planned site which opened
in 1980. Two meetings rooms, four tennis courts and a swimming
pool so small it was heated by bottled gas rendering it all but
unusable except in the warmer months.

Within a few years, additional amenities were added to Marinette
and the facilities were upgraded. This included the fitness room,
bocce and horseshoe courts, jogging track and mini-golf - all
lighted for night use. Natural gas was brought in to adequately
heat the pool. The crafts building was completed in 1984.

Fast Forward to 2014

Thirty years later, work has begun on the Marinette Center once
again. An extensive expansion and renovation project has started
that will once again showcase the amenities, facilities and activi-
ties Sun Citians have grown to expect and appreciate. Highlights
of this project include expanded lobby and seating area, expan-
sion of the fitness center (to 4,000 s.f), a rubberized walking track,
20 pickleball courts (eight which will be under a permanent shade
pavilion), an outdoor spa with shade sail, expanded horseshoe
courts, half court basketball area, new restrooms for fitness and

Above: Say “so long” to the original yellow brick. New windows, doors and exterior stucco will
be added to all structures at Marinette for an overall updated and contempory look.

Right Top: Preliminary design for the new electronic signage to be installed at Marinette.
Right Bottom: Arial photo dated June 12, 1979 af Marinette (initially named Union Hills Rec
Center) during construction (courtesy of the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum).

plck!eball thermal solar systems for pool and shower water pre-
heating, security walls and fencing, pool shower room improve-
ments, new doors and windows, and exterior stucco on all of the
buildings.

It is anticipated that this project will take approximately seven
months to complete. During this construction period, the audito
rium, social hall and clubs building at Marinette remain unaffecte
except for a 4-6 week closure while the windows, doors and stuc:
work are being done. Cardholders will be kept informed as the
project progresses.

To The Future

While neighborhood centers were the original concept in Sun Cit
most Cardholders these days understand the benefit of utilizing

all of the RCSC facilities available for their fitness and recreationa
needs. Having every activity offered at every Center is no longer

realistic or feasible.

RCSC looks forward to
continuing to provide
the broadest range

of recreational and
social facilities pos-
sible to enhance the
active lifestyle and
well-being of our
residents. Marinette
will be there for future
residents when this
project is complete -
and not just for those
living north of Bell.




A Community Newsletter
SUNVIEWS « AUGUST 2034

General Centers Projects and Information

Project Updates

Plans are underway to design and install
(12) electronic signs at RCSC Centers and the |
Sun Bowl Amphitheatre with the excep-
tion of Sundial which already has electronic
signs. (Some locations will have two signs
installed while others like Oakmont and the
Sun Bow! will receive only one.) Most of the
signs will be constructed using a high profile |
style to improve visibility. In addition, there |
will be one non-electronic sign placed at o
Bell Center, along the North end of 99th Ave, 7? 1
to advertise the library, restaurant, visitor's [l
center and Bell Lanes. Sign construction and =
installation for each location will commence
as the set back variances and permits are

approved by Maricopa County Planning and Development Department. The total
project is expected to be completed in early 2015. Contractor is Bootz and Duke Signs.
(PIF Cost - $782,103)

Mt. View Center

The foam roof over the Mt View auditorium was repaired, sealed and re-coated. Con-
tractor was Starkweather Roofing. (Cost - $54,553)

Oakmont Center / North Pro Shop

The Oakmont pool/spa, equipment building and Facility Attendant Station project is
in its final stages of construction. If all goes well the new pool and spa are expected
to open in early July 2014 rather than late June, as previously reported, due to delays
3 ww“‘.ﬂ E—— e iy in applying the acrylic deck surface.
e T i Remaining work includes the interior

S 0 O O

Pebble Sheen finish inside the pool
and spa, installation of all stainless
steel railings and stabilizing the
water chemistry prior to final inspec-
tions by the health department.
Contractors to date include: CCBG
Architectural, K.L. Mcintyre Construc-
tinn and Aauatic Builders. (PIF Cost

<MENT PAGE 9

Engineering and myself determined a way of moving the courts about 9'to the North
thereby eliminating the zoning departments code concerns. The RCSC Board of Direc-
tors approved our idea and on June 23, 2014 the revised plans were re-submitted to
Maricopa County Planning and Development. We are hopeful that the permit for this
project will be awarded without more required plan corrections from other sections
of the building department. The project includes demolition of the current (8) tennis
courts and the installation of (10) new tennis courts. The new updated complex will
alse include a shaded gathering area, courtside canopies with benches, water and
electric to each court, tables and benches for spectators and planters in the common
areas. Contractors to date include Lloyd Sports Engineering as architect and project
manager and Sunland Sports as building contractor. (PIF Cost - $1,778,074)

The Bell Pools, Spa and outdoor shower rooms that were closed on May 5, 2014 to
resurface the cool decking, make repairs to the pools and spas and repair the shower
areas in the outside locker/shower rooms re-opened on Friday, June 20, 2014, Contrac-
tors included Spartan Concrete, Aquatic Builders, Ken Mclntyre Construction, Utility
staff at Bell Center and the RCSC Grounds Crew. (Estimated Cost - $85,000 plus shower
room repair costs of approximately $45,000)

The foam roof over the Bell Library was repaired, sealed and re-coated. Contractor was
Starkweather Roofing. (Cost - $50,749)

|
The Bell aerobics room received a new cushioned engineered floating hardwood floor
which makes this floor much more Sun City friendly for those who use this room for
aerobic exercise. Contractor was Puckett’s Flooring. (Cost — $17,727)

The two 100 gallon domestic hot water heaters providing hot water for the show-

ers inside the fitness building are being replaced with (5) new Ranai tank less water
heaters. This tank less technology is working out very well on the outside pool shower
rooms at Bell so the same equipment is being used again to replace these two worn
out water heaters. Contractor is Sunland Plumbing. (Cost - $22,280)

Carpet was replaced in the space occupied by the Sun City Visitors center. Contractor
was Resource Carpet of Arizona and the Bell Utility Worker staff. (Cost - $4,808)




Quail Run Maintenance

The Quail Run maintenance yard is currently being re-paved and cement pads installed
for bulk sand and materials storage. Contractor is Regional Paving. (Cost - $34,135)

Lakeview Center : .

Installation of new LED low voltage lighting on the Lakeview Waterfall is now com-
pleted. Contractor was Accel Electric. (Cost - $11,256)

The foam roof over Georges Café and the South bowling entrance was repaired, sealed
and re-coated. Contractor was Starkweather Roofing. (Cost - $47,555)

Sundial Center/Riverview Pro Shop/Lakes Maintenance

The (2) layers of roofing over the Sundial auditorium and vestibule were removed and
a new built up and coated roof was installed. Contractor was Progressive Roofing. (Cost
-$234,775)

The Riverview pro shop was re-carpeted with 100% nylon carpet squares. Contractor
was Resource Carpet of Arizona and RCSC staff. (Cost - $7,690)

Asphalt at the Lakes Maintenance facility was seal coated. Contractor was Pinnacle
Paving. (Cost - $5,868)

Bell Center

A pre-application meeting was required by Maricopa County zoning department to
discuss options regarding light pole heights and set back requirements along Boswell
Blvd. The meeting was not very productive from an RCSC perspective however Lloyd

Marinette Center

The Marinette Center expansion and renovation project is underway with the June
23rd closures of mini golf, horseshoes and Pickleball. Demolition of these areas will
commence immediately after the closures occur. After the closure of the pool, fitness
center and spa building on June 30, 2014 these areas will also be demolished. The
Marinette Center expansion and renovation project includes a 4,000 s f. fitness center,
rubberized walking track, a total of 20
Pickleball courts, an outdoor spa, ther-
mal solar systems for pool water and
shower water pre-heating, new doors,
new windows and exterior stucco of

all remaining buildings. Contractors to
date include: CCBG Architectural and
Robert Porter Construction. (PIF Cost -
$4,387,373)

The roof on the Marinette clubs build-
ing was repaired sealed and re-coated.
Contractor was Starkweather roofing.
(Cost - $28,277)

Skilled Trades Department

The RCSC Skilled Trades department completed 127 work orders during the last half of
May 2014 and the 1st half of June 2014,

Grounds Department

The RCSC Grounds team continued with their routine maintenance work at all Centers,
the Sun Bowl/Ballfield and the (7) lawn bowling greens. They also were instrumental
in repairing the irrigation systems and planting shrubs in the Bell pool area prior to its
reopening.
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Ball

Continued From Page 2

Along with Mountain View Rec Cen-
ter, Marinette Recreation Center, 9860 W.
Union Hills Drive, will have 16 courts added
in 2014 to four existing ones, according to
the proposed site plan provided by Sun City
Pickleball Club President Alesia Brown.

The new courts are coupled with a grow-
ing number of people playing pickleball.

“They say it’s the fastest-growing sport in
America, and it is one of the fastest-growing
in senior communities,” Ms. Brown said.

The Sun City Pickleball Club was char-
tered in 2003 and since then has at least
. doubled in membership, Ms. Brown said.

She explained the club averages about
250 members per year. Sun City West, an
age-restricted community west of Sun City,
has about 500 club members.

. Mr. Wellman stated he believes popu-

larity has risen in Sun City because of the
smaller court sizes and a lower racket-to-
ball impact on the arms.

“l have been working for the RCSC for
nine years and | have seen this sport con-
tinue to gain popularity,” he stated.

Sun City Pickleball Club Vice President
Frank Johnson said the sport is well-suited
for the retirement age group. :

Along with being suitable for all ages,
the game has inexpensive equipment and
- allows for varying degrees of competition.
One can play competitively against another
team or against just one other person.

“It brings a little competition back in

your life,” Ms. Brown said. “If you don't
want competition, it’s just fun.”

As pickleball grows in popularity, tennis
courts are converted to pickleball courts.

Ms. Brown said that all the pickleball
courts were once tennis courts, and they
have had to convert tennis courts to pickle-
ball courts by their own means in the past,
usually with tape or chalk.

More and more places are adopting the
sport across the country. Mr. Johnson said
in Florida there is a retirement community
with more than 100 courts. He also said
he believes the sport will be incorporated
more into schools, and noted that he knew
of places in Minnesota where pickleball was
being played as interscholastic competition
in high schools.

It is generally accepted the sport origi-
nated in 1965 when U.S Rep. Joel Pritchard,
William Bell and Barney McCallum came
home one summer day to find their children
bored and restless. According to the website
www.pickleball.com, they set out to create
a game that would engage them through
the lazy days of summer.

Pickleball is played with special wooden
paddles and a smaller version of the wiffle

ball on a badminton-size court. The goal of |

the game, as stated by www.pickleball.com,
was to create a game that was as fun as can
be for every member of the family.

Pickleball became a nationally recog-
nized sport in 1972 and is now played in
clubs and leagues across the country.

Editor's Note: Ms. Dickson-Powell is
a student at Arizona State University’s
Cronkite School of Journalism.

November 20, 2013 |

Picklebal

gets Sun City
makeover

By Kaitlin Dickson-Powell
Special to the Independent

ew pickleball courts are being added
to some of Sun City’s recreation cen-

ters to accommodate the growing
needs of players.

The four pickleball courts at Mountain
View Recreation Center, 9749 N. 107th Ave.,
will be removed and replaced, and three
new ones added for a total of seven new
courts, Jim Wellman, RCSC assistant general
manager, stated in an e-mail. Mr. Wellman
added there will be more courts with bet-
ter playing surfaces, along with lighting for
night players. ]

The courts are to be finished sometime
this year, according to the assistant general
manager’s report on the RCSC website.
However, according to Mr. Wellman, it is un-
known the exact date of their completion.

“We are still in the permitting phase, and
after that we will need to get construction
proposals,” he stated.

See Ball — Page 15
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RCSC adds
board voting
options

By Rusty Bradshaw
Independent Newspapers

ecreation Centers of Sun City of-

ficials were forced to abandon

the all-online voting process for
the 2013 board election following com-
plaints from residents.

Jan Ek, RCSC general manager, re-
ported Nov. 21 that just more than 1,600
residents had registered for the RCSC
web portal, their only option to vote in
the board election. That is far short of
the RCSC membership eligible to vote.
A large number of residents lodged
complaints with RCSC because they
have had difficulty registering on the
web portal, or they had other restric-
tions, according to Barry Spinka, one of
the eight board candidates.

“There have been a lot of complaints

«about the online-only voting,” he said

during the Nov. 21 board meeting. “We
should be assisting those who can’t get
out of their homes or have no comput-
er.”

Jim Brasher, RCSC board president,
said that was being addressed.

RCSC officials sent a press release
early Nov. 22 outlining other options for
voters.

“Members can come in person on
Election Day (Tuesday, Dec. 10) to the
Lakeview .Center Social Hall No. 2,
where they can have the option of ei-
ther voting online or with a paper bal-
lot,” stated Joelynn Higgins, RCSC com-
munications and marketing director, in
the press release.

Lakeview center, 10626 W. Thunder-
bird Blvd., is the only polling place for
the 2013 election and will be open from
8 am.-4 p.m.

In addition, RCSC members who are
unable to vote either online or in person
may request an absentee ballot from
the corporate office by calling 623-561-
4600, Ms. Higgins added. All absentee
ballots must be received no later than 4
p.m. Dec. 10.

Members with questions regard-
ing the web portal are asked to e-mail
webportal@sunaz.com with their con-
cerns.

Ron Smith, another board candidate,
admitted being “computer illiterate” at
the Nov. 21 board meeting and thanked
RCSC staff for helping him register on

the web portal.
News Editor Rusty Bradshaw can be
reached at 623-445-2725 or rbradshaw@
newszap.com.



RC S¢-

VF SC

RCSC mulls 5-year plan to
improve lake fishery

By Rusty Bradshaw
Independent Newspapers

Fishermen at Viewpoint Lake will find
more on their hooks than the unused
bait, but it will take a while.

Residents heard last week recommenda-
tions for establishing a stronger fish habitat
in the lake. The effort would be a five-year
plan that would involve residents getting in-
volved hands-on in the process.

“The board thinks we have a great plan
for the lake,” said Jim Brasher, Recreation
Centers of Sun City board president. “There
will be some changes.”

The board will consider the plan during
its regular business meeting 9 a.m. June
26 at Sundial Recreation Center, 14801 N.
103rd Ave.

Recommendations were developed with
Eric Swanson of Swanson Solutions LLC. A
29-year veteran of Arizona Game and Fish
Department, Mr. Swanson spent 20 years
overseeing the agency’s urban fishing pro-
gram.

RCSC’s effort to increase utilization of the

>
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lake began several years ago after corpora-
tion officials came to an agreement with
Arizona Department of Water Resources
about the lake's status. The 33-acre man-
made lake has been leaking water for sev-
eral years, according to Jim Wellman, RCSC
assistant general manager.

RCSC General Manager Jan Ek worked
with ADWR officials to find a solution that
avoided spending more than $1 million to
reline the lake.

While the board was working out de-
tails for increased fishing, it developed and
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Eric Swanson exp!ams to a packed Lakeview social hall the recommendations for building a string fish habitat in Viewpoint Lake. The five-year plan
calls for heavy reliance on volunteer labor to put the habitat pieces together.

implemented other measures to increase
cardholder use of the lake. That included
adding paddle boats to the existing row
boats available for use.

“People seem to love the paddle boats,”
Mr. Brasher said.

The five-year fisheries plan pleased a
number of residents interested in the sport.

“I would like to see some of the money
RCSC has used to stock fish,” said Darwin
Hiser during the May 29 RCSC board meet-
ing. “I want to see bass put in.”

Simply stocking more fish is not feasible
because without the proper habitat, the
larger fish will consume the smaller ones at
a rate faster than they can reproduce, ac-
cording to Mr. Swanson.

Bill Pearson, RCSC board member, said
the lake has been under utilized over the

years.

“We have the potential to do more with
the lake,” he said.

Mr. Swanson gave 10 specific recom-
mendations, most revolving around creat-
ing breeding, hiding and living conditions
that do not currently exist in Viewpoint
Lake. The overall goals for the five-year
plan are to provide a clean, biologically bal-

See Fish — Page 6
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anced quality of life for residents; maintain
safe and satisfactory water quality; and im-
prove sport fishing.

Mr. Swanson's first recommendation
was to stock the lake with threadfin shad to
serve as a forage source for fish brought in
later.

“They will become the main food source
for bass, bluegill and catfish,” Mr. Swanson
explained.

He suggested bringing in 12,000 next
month and another 8,000 next spring. After
that, they should be well enough established
to reproduce on their own.

The next step is to install environmentally
safe habitat implements, and that is where
resident help will come in. RCSC will look to
residents to help construct living spaces for
fish, including “catfish condos,” “fingerling
fortresses,” “bass bungalows” and “pipe
palaces.” Resident and Boy Scout help will
also be used to install pea gravel as spawn-
ing grounds, hanging habitats for young fish
and snowflake pens.

Mr. Pearson said the plan to get residents
involved building fish habitats is part of what
Sun City was founded upon.

“Sun City is great because we get people
involved in running it,” he said.

The total five-year cost is projected to be
$145,050, according to Joelyn Higgins, RCSC
communications and marketing director. It
will not be a preservation and improvement
fund project. The habitat buildup is ex-
pected to cost $41,700. The 2014 total cost
will be $42,200. While that amount was not
budgeted, there are funds available from
projects that came in under budget, accord-

ing to the wording of a motion to go before
the board in its June 26 meeting.

Once the habitat is in place, Mr. Swanson
suggests stocking various game fish, includ-
ing rainbow trout to go with the bass, blue-
gill and channel catfish. The plan also in-
cludes stocking white amur to keep the alge
under control. Mr. Swanson recommends
stocking with smaller, less aggressive preda-
tor fish in the beginning.

“You want to grow it first before you
bring in the top guns,” he said.

RCSC officials, with help from their con-
sultants, will continue monitoring the lake
management plan and annual mainte-
nance. Part of that monitoring will include
gathering and compiling statistics on usage
and satisfaction. RCSC officials will also
need to address some natural out-of-water
predators, including birds. .

“The best approach is to just make it as
uncomfortable as you can for those birds to
hang around,” Mr. Swanson said.

He also suggested revising the corpora-
tion’s existing fishing regulations by lower-
ing daily catch limits.

News Editor Rusty Bradshaw can be reached at
623-445-2725 or rbradshaw @newszap.com.
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Signs
Continued From Page 2

the north end of its frontage with 99th Ave-
nue to advertise the Maricopa County branch
library, Le Petite restaurant, Bell Lanes and
the Sun City Visitors Center, according to Mr.
Weliman.

RCSC officials are preparing plans to sub-
mit to Maricopa County Planning and Devel-
opment for permits and setback variances.

“Construction will begin when the per-
mits and variances are approved,” Mr. Well-
man explained.

The total project is expected to be com-

- pleted in early 2015, Mr. Wellman stated. The

project will be funded from the preservation
and improvement fund at an estimated cost
of $782,103. The contractor is Bootz and
Duke Signs.

Two electronic message signs were in-
stalled at Sundial Jan. 7 and 8 — one on

the Boswell Boulevard side and the other-

on the 103rd Avenue side. That project cost
$102,107 with Supercharged Electric and
Mclintyre Construction as contractors.

The electronic signs are a good addition
to the community, according to resident Ben
Roloff, despite his initial disappointment
with some of the lettering quality.

“That will be a great way to communi-
cate information to people in the commu-
nity,” he said. “Given time and experience,
I'm sure they will be better.”

News Editor Rusty Bradshaw can be reached at
623-445-2725 or rbradshaw @newszap.com.

]
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Electrie signs
going up at
RCSC facilities

By Rusty Bradshaw

Independent Newspapers

ith positive feedback from the two

electronic signs at Sundial Recre-

ation Center, 14801 N. 103rd Ave.,
the Recreation Centers of Sun City leader-
ship is moving forward to add signs at other
facilities.

Plans are being made to install 12 elec-
tronic signs at RCSC centers and the Sun
Bowl amphitheater, according to Jim Well-
man, RCSC assistant general manager. Some
locations will have two signs, like those
erected at Sundial earlier this year, and oth-
ers, like Oakmont Recreation Center, 10725
N. Oakmont Drive, and the Sun Bowl, 10220
N. 107th Ave., will have just one, he added.

“Most of the signs will be constructed
using a high-profile style to improve visibil-
ity,” Mr. Wellman stated in his report to the
board.

Bell Recreation Centers, 16820 N. 99th
Ave., will have one electronic sign placed at

See Signs — Page 6
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Some mail delivery was interrupted about 10 a:m.
Dec. 31, when,a delivery truck collided with a car
at the intersection’of,39th Avenue and Burns Drive.
The driver,of the car.was westbound on Burns Drive
when the light turned green. She'started across the

intersection, and hit the postal truck thatwas head-
ed southbound on'99th ‘Ave.: She was not m;ured
but the postal driver was taken to a hospital. Fur:

ther information . was unavailable by press time.

Facing the 2014 challenges

Sun City officials aim
to enhance community

By Rusty Bradshaw
Independent Newspapers

Organizations providing governance
for Sun City face many challenges
in the new year, but officials believe
they are up to the task.

RCSC

RCSC officials will look to a number of
projects and philosophies in the coming
year, all designed to enhance the commu-
nity.

Facilities improvements will be in the
forefront.

Jim Brasher, RCSC board president, stat-
ed in an e-mail the main challenges will be
finalizing renovations planned for Marinette

:
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15030 North 99th Avenue
SW corner of 99th Ave. & Greenway

Recreation Center and the Bell Recreation
Center tennis complex, improvements at
Duffeeland Dog Park and identifying solu-
tions for RCSC clubs that are in need of ad-
ditional space. The board will also focus on
development of an RCSC marketing web-
site.

“Directors must be creative in problem-
solving to come up with effective plans for
community needs,” Mr. Brasher stated.

Carole Martinez, RCSC board member,
wants to repurpose the newly merged Com-
munications and Marketing Committee to
become the Communications and Qutreach
Committee. She also wants to see a com-
munity program similar to TORCH intro-
duced in Sun City.

“The better informed our members are,
the more information these people can
share with others in the community,” she
stated in an e-mail.

Ms. Martinez also wants an outreach pro-
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gram initiated to have the board directors be
available to attend speaking engagements.

“Not everyone is available during the
member-exchange meetings, so perhaps
having an outreach program to where the
directors have meetings outside of the regu-
lar meeting times, offsite at other recreation
centers or gatherings (would provide greater
opportunity for resident input),” she stated.
“In other words, have the board directly in-
volved with those who reside here.”

Board member Bill Pearson believes
RCSC officials must adjust to a different de-
mographic living in Sun City.

“There are clearly challenges with regard
to people working later in life and the im-
pact that will have on the RCSC,” he stated
in an e-mail.

Hebelieves less free time will impact clubs
and organizations, and time constraints will

See 2014 — Page 23
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“Law enforcement has a parlicul_arly difﬁ-
cult challenge serving in the vast district.
Unfortunately, county clp_fﬁ_mals must ad-
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ience wherever possible.” _
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Continued From rage 1

demand RCSC officials become more flex-
ible in when facilities are open and how to
secure volunteers for the organizations that
rely on them.

“In addition, there is (and always has
been) the difficulty in balancing the needs
of those living here with those who want to
buy into an age-restricted community,” Mr.
Pearson stated. “I think we are doing a bet-
ter job of that, but we have work to do.”

Residents will have the opportunity to
attend monthly special events in addition
to the free Sun Bowl and Sundial shows,
according to Mr. Brasher. Sun City club
music groups will return to perform at Sun
Bowl beginning in April, and there will be
expanded visibility events by the Sun City
Foundation.

Ms. Martinez also wants to see the Sun
Bowl dog-park project completed, using
lessons learned at Duffeeland Dog Park.

Mr. Pearson believes RCSC should begin
an aggressive long-range planning strategy
that goes beyond facilities, looking more
at trends and potential buyers. He is also
hopeful RCSC will begin to move in a more
forward and open style of governance.

“The fact we had a number of candi-
dates for the election speaks well for the
future,” he stated. “But, that’s just a begin-
ning. | love the idea of town-hall-type setting
where we can begin to engage the popula-
tion on issues important to them and the
community.”

SCHOA

SCHOA officials are adjusting to a differ-
ent way of operating and plan this month,
to develop a list of wants, needs, aspirations
and goals, according to Jim Stark, board
president.

“It is my first goal, above all, to focus on
that transition and make our ‘new’ structure
successful,” he stated in an e-mail. “To that
end, | expect SCHOA to concentrate more
closely on its core mission: Protecting com-
munity values and standards, as most suc-
cinctly spelled out in Sun City’s CC&Rs.”

Mr. Stark’s plan will include more ac-
tively engaging all board members and
other SCHOA members through the orga-
nization's various committees, advancing
ideas to increase membership and promot-
ing more community involvement in the
SCHOA mission.

Lyle Roth, SCHOA treasurer, plans to re-
view and develop a business model for the
future.

“The recent and very positive change in
bookkeeping services has suggested a need
to re-evaluate all of our business relation-
ships,” he stated in an e-mail.

Mr. Roth also suggests more direct as-
sistance to individuals unable to keep their
properties up to CC&R standards through
SCHOA's Resident Assistance Program.

Board member Walt Patterson said while
SCHOA's vigilance to the age overlay was
very good, it needs to remain high on the
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SCHOA will also continue to work with
MCDOT, ADOT, MCSO, Sun City Posse,
Maricopa County Board of Supervisors and
Maricopa County Planning to correct and
improve the infrastructure of Sun City to the
benefit of all residents, according to Vice
President Jim Powell.

Judy Reed, secretary-elect, wants to con-
tinue to promote the opportunities SCHOA
offers. Pam Schwartz, newly elected to the
SCHOA board, wants to keep SCHOA rel-
evant to all residents by raising awareness.
“Continued dissemination of information
about SCHOA, its partnerships and resourc-
es is essential,” she stated in an e-mail.

Greg Eisert, also a new board member,
believes the Governmental Affairs Commit-
tee should continue to observe, report and
take a proactive approach at the state Leg-
islature, RUCO and the Arizona Corpora-
tion Commission regarding legislation and
other actions affecting Sun City homeown-
ers, and work on developing key personal
relationships within those organizations.

New board member Rita Tillery suggests
that in order to accomplish that, SCHOA of-
ficials put more effort into educational out-
reach.

“We should also try to reduce commu-
nity confusion as to SCHOA and the many
condominium associations in Sun City,” he
stated in an e-mail. “It is easy for homeown-
ers to become confused by conflicting and
inconsistent answers by members of the

two groups.”

Board member Pete Granucci believes
SCHOA's “compliance with compassion”
approach should continue.

“We all believe this is the best approach
for SCHOA compliance,” he stated in an e-
mail.

Maricopa County

While economists claim the recession is
over and there is an expanding economy,
that is not the impression for Maricopa
County officials.

“Awise man once said, ‘Maricopa County
is never going to be out of the fiscal woods,
so we have to learn to live in the woods’™
Clint Hickman, District 4 county supervisor,
stated in an e-mail.

He explained wages, home values and
county tax revenues are inching up very slowly
while the needs of county departments and res-
idents increase. County officials are in the midst
of a critical review of their spending to see what
can be done better and more efficiently.

“But having studied our key county op-
erations this past year, there's not a lot of
fat,” Mr. Hickman stated. “Your county of-
ficials have been good stewards of your tax
dollars.”

With continued West Valley growth,
county officials see strains on transporta-
tion and other services.

“We have the usual strains of transpor-
tation and services,” Mr. Hickman stated.

See 2014 — Page 26
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By Denelle Dunn

DAILY NEWS-SUN

Filming took place Fri-
day in Sun City for a video

that will run on Eight Arizo-
na PBS.

The 3-4 minute video will
showcase how the Recreation
Centersof Sun City manages
to conduct all of its events and
have all of its facilities oper-
ating without incurring debt,
RCSC officials said. Arizona’s
public television station, also
will produce a 30-second TV
commercial broadcast prime
time in select cities.

“We want others to know
that our sense of communi-

ty was the foundation for Sun |

City for the past 50-plus years
and that spirit still thrives
here today,” RCSC General
Manager Jan Ek said. “I think

» See PBS on page A5

Sun City residents
use the walking
pool at the Fairway
Recreation Center
while filming for a
Sun City promotiol
video Friday morn
Insight Production
was working with
SunCity residents

B moning film a 3-4

minute “interstitic
to be aired betwee
programs on PBS.
[Jarod Opperman,
Daily News-Sun]




PBS

“» From page Al
City is called the ‘best-kept se-
cret’ but the purpose of this
is to remove that secret. We
want to showease Sun City
as much as possible.”
ety of recreation centers’ ac-
tivities, but also focus on eco-
nomics.
“I always say I'm a bean
counter, and I'm also one to
“tay in the confines of a bud-
set,” Ek said. “When some- ¥
zu‘rgrrynu e hope RCSC General Manager Jan Ek raises her hands in celebration as filming at
BeRe the Farway Recreation Center pool finishes. Insight Productions was working
SC operates sevenrec- i, ¢un City residents all morning film a 3-4 minute “interstitial” to be aired
reation centers, eight golf petween programs on PBS. [Jarod Opperman/Daily News-Sun]
courses, two bowling facili-
ties, multiple snack bars, the tered clubs, Sun City resi- amenities, and Ek said she
Viewpoint Lake facilitiesand dents can partake in activ- hopes it will get more people
has more than 300 employ- ities ranging from music to excited about moving to the
ees while remaining in the technology to crafting. community.
black. PBS will showcase all of  PBS will air the video next
With more than 120 char- Sun City recreation center’s year




