
RC SC board split 
but still raise 
preservation fee 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

In what could be a historic precedent, the 
R~~ation Ce_nters of Sun City had a split 
dec1s1on, forcmg the board president to 

break a tie. . 
In considering whether to increase the 

preservation and improvement fee by $500, 
the board voted 5-4 to approve the increase. 
The decision went against the sentiment of 
the large crowd that attended the April 30 
board meeting. Eighteen people spoke re­
garding the motion to increase the fee and 
16 opposed it. • 

For some members, the RCSC Board 
going against the will of the members was 
business as usual. 

"I am against any increase," said Moham­
mad Kahn. "But you will pass this anyway 
because you are just like the state and fed­
eral governments - you don't care about 
these people." 

Virginia Summers agreed. 

PIF million in expenses. He also reminded the 
board it suspended its long range planning 
committee. 

Continued From Page 2 •~t the end of five years, you will have 
$12 million left over with no plan what to do 

"It's a crime residents cannot vote on with it," Mr. Pearson said. 
this and you've decided to do this when the In arguing against the increase, RCSC 
snowbirds are gone." board members Dave Wieland, Michael 

The increase did have some support Kennedy and Peter Lee each said they be-
from residents. lieved the increase unnecessary at this time 

"New people coming in are not talking because all planned projects would be paid 
about the PlF being a problem," said Don -
Boru, who volunteers at the Sun City V1Si-
tors Center. "It (increase) is the right thing 
to do right now." 

The PIF fee is paid to RCSC each time a 
property is sold, or changes hands in any 
other way, such as the death of a parent 
or spouse, Opponents argued that current 
owners would most likely pay the PIF when 
they sell their properties because most buy­
ers are requesting sellers pay the closing 
costs. 

Susan Summers, a resident and real es­
tate agent, said that is not always the case. 

"I have never lost a sale because of the 
PIF; I explain it to them and show them 
around the community," she said. "Sellers 
will not pay the PIF unless they want to." 

However, she told the board she was not 
in favor of the increase as proposed. 

"It needs to be better explained," she 
said. 

Bill Pearson, a former board member, 
reminded the sitting board that at its cur­
rent $3,000 rate the PIF fee would raise $30 
million in five years, but in that same period 
the RCSC long-range plan calls only for $18 

for with existing projected revenues. Ida Ei­
sert also voted against the increase, but did 
not explain why. 

Jim Brasher was the only board member . 
who spoke before the vote. But all he did 
was read from the corporation documents 
defining the board's fiduciary responsibili­
ties. One line reads that the board's fiducia­
ry responsibility is to the corporation. 
New11 Editor Rusty Bradshaw can be reached at 

623-445-2725 or rbradshaw@newnap.com. 
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Oakmont Center 

• A 16' x 40' canti lever shade structure is being engineered and will be submitted for 
permit very soon. The permit submission was delayed due to building setback mea­
surement verification. The new shade structure will be installed on the west end of 
the Oakmont pool deck. Contractor is USA Shade. (Cost • $24, 1 72) 
The clubroom for the Oakmont Weavers and Needle Arts/ Crafts recently received a 
complete interior painting. Contractor was Exquisite Painting. (Cost - $4,250) 

Sun Bowl Amphitheater 

• Two gently used evaporative coolers were installed on the Sun Bowl Amphit heatre 
roof to provide additional cooling for the two changing rooms. Contractors were 
Custom Cooling, Accel Electric, Ken McIntyre Construction and Sunland plumbing. 
{Approximate Cost • $6,500) 

Lakeview CenterNiewpoint Lake 

• The swimming pool cool decking replacement project commenced October 2, 2017 
as planned. To date, demolition of the old deck surface and deck drains are com­
pleted, the entire surface has been epoxy coated and sanded, joint caps have been 
installed on all expansion joints, a new 3* deck drain surrounding the pool has been 
installed, 11 new pool ladder/handrail sleeves are installed, cutouts in the deck for 
depth markers are completed and low voltage conduit is now installed for landscape 
lighting. As of this report, the project is moving along very well. Contracto r is Imag­
ine Architectural Concrete. {Cost · $113,118) 
Thirteen 48"x 90" window sun screens are being replaced on the west side of Lake­
view Center. Contractor is Arizona Sun Screens. {Cost · S 1,677) 
All fourteen shade canopies surrounding the Lakeview pool w ill receive new Sun­
brella fabric covers once the pool deck renovations are completed. Contractor is 
Arizona Sun Screens. (Cost · S 15,988) 
The primary sump pump which pumps water from the lower level at Lakeview Cen­
ter to the sewer is being replaced. In the meantime, the center is operating on the 
bade up sump pump. Contractor is Phoenix Pump. (Cost • S 10,225) 
To eliminate tripping hazards, 640 sf of concrete walkway was replaced on the 
northeast side of the Lakeview Hill. Contractor was Ken McIntyre Construction. (Cost 
-S6.444 
A medit.m sized lake wall crack was recently repaired by the RCSC Skilled Trades 
team. Cost - $800) 

Sundial Center 

The four restrooms off the Auditorium lobby hallway were completed and re-opened 
for use on October 4, 2017. Contractor was Ken McIntyre Construction and Accel 
Electric. {Cost • S 146,598) 
The Sundial kitchen remodel is nearing completion with only some cabinetry and 
trim work remaining. The kitchen will be available for use while these last few items 
are completed. Contractors included the RCSC Skilled Trades cabinetmakers, Ken 
Mcintyre Construction, CCBG Architectural, Olympic Fire Protection, Accel Electric, 
Sunland Plumbing, Lee's Counter Tops, Resource Flooring, JRM Environmental and 
Spray Systems Environmental. {Cost• $66,575) 
Two new permanent shade umbrella structures have been installed on the east side 
of the mini golf course. Contractor was Shade and Net. {Cost• $6,776) 

Bell Center 

The retractable shade canopies at Bell Lawn Bowl are now completed and in-use by 
the lawn bowlers and their invited guests. The new retractable {motorized) canopies 
w ill provide shade during lawn bowling events and be retracted when the north 
green is not being used so the grass can receive the sunlight needed for healthy 
growth. Labor and material costs for this project have been paid by a generous RCSC 
Card holder. 
Interior painting of the fitness lobby, four shower rooms, cardio and free weights 
rooms, aerobics room and hallways commenced September 18, 201 7 and was com­
pleted on October 2, 2017. Contractor was Ghaster Painting. (Cost · $24,000) 
The Bell Lapidary clubroom recently received a complete interior painting and new 
rubber baseboards. Contractor was Exquisite Paint ing. {Cost - $7,900) 

Marinette Center 

• Repairs of the Marinette outdoor walking track are now underway and expected to 
be completed in October. Once repairs are completed the track will be re-opened to 
Cardholders. 



POLICY 

Trimming RCSC committees 
Board to 
consider 

dropping group 
By Rusty Bradshaw 

INDEPENDEN'l' NEWSMEDIA 

The Recreation Centers of 
Sun City Board ofDirec;tors 
will consider trimming its list 
of standing committees. 

During its next meeting, the 

board will consider a 
motion to disband the 
Bntertainment Com­
mittee. Thegrouphas 
served as an adviso­
ry panel to the board 
to outside entertain­
ment booked for the Stella Van Ness 

The next board 
meeting, moved for­
ward because of the 
Thanksgiving holi­
day, is scheduled 9 
a.m. Thursday, Nov. 
16 at Sundial Recre­
ation CentQ1~ 

Sun Bowl, 10220 N. 
107th Ave., and Sundial Rec­
reation Center, 14801 N.103rd 
Ave., regular series of shows. 

The board, in its 
October meeting, approved 
revisions to two board poli­
cies regarding club member 

disciplinary actions despite 
objections from some card­
holders. 

The board's consideration 
of dropping the Entertain­
ment Committee came from 
the panel itself. 

During 'the September 
committee meeting, mem­
bers discussed the need for 
the committee to continue. 
Stella Van Ness, committee 

IFYOUGO: 
What: Recreation Centers of Sun 
City Board of Directors 
When: 9 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 16 
Where: Sundial Recreation 
Centers. 14801 N.103rd Ave. 

chairwoman, said emails 
were sent to committee mem­
bers asking for their input. 
The majority believed the 

» Sec Policy on page 18 



Policy 
» From page I 

committee should be dis­
banded. 

"The opinion of the major­
ity was that Theresa (Cirino, 
RCSC Member Services di­
rector) does an excellent job 
oflocating and signing up en­
Lertainment with very little, 
if any, help from the commit­
tee," Ms. Van Ness said in her 
committee report during the 
Oct. 26 board meeting. 

Other committee members 
agreed, according to commit­
tee minuLes from the Septem­
ber meeting. 

"The excellent work done 
by Theresa left us with lit­
tle value to add and I feel we 
should no longer have a en­
tertainment committee," said 
Steve Oaks. 

John McLaughlin agreed 
there should be no entertain­
ment committee. 

Because of the recommen­
dation to disband the panel, 
Ms. Van Ness canceled the 
committee's October meet­
ing. 

RCSCstandingcommittees 
serve as advisory groups for 
the RCSC board and manage­
ment team. Other standing 
committ.ees include Bowling 
Lawn.Bowling Clubs and Or­
ganizations, GoU: Budget and 
Fmance, Outreach and Com­
munications, Elections, Prop­
erties and Insurance. RCSC 
used to have a Bid Commit­
tee, but that was turned into 
a commission, and the cor­
poration's Long Range Plan­
ning Committee was disband­
ed two years ago only to be 
brought back as an ad hoc 
committee to study uses for a 
property purchased on Grand 
Avenue. The planning panel 

was reinstated earlier 
this year as a stand­
ingrommittee and the 
board is in the process 
of selecting members 
for the group. 

"We have inter­

ration and you can 
withhold rights," 
she said "But I don't 
think your mission is 
well served by doing 
that." 

viewed 28 candidates Carol Lawry 
Mt: Hoffer said the 

disciplinary process 
is largely left up to 

the clubs to decide. 
and are scheduled to 
interview four more Nov. 
10," said Rich Hoffer, RCSC 
board president. ''We e.iq>ect 
to name the members in De­
cember." 

The committee is expect­
ed to start meeting in Janu­
ary. The committee's role will 
be to help the board plan for 
future capital expenditures. 

Club discipline 
The RCSC board, during its 

Oct. 26 meeting unanimously 
approved revisions to Board 
Policy 12 and Board Policy 29, 
which take the appeal process 
for disciplining club executive 
board and board members 
away from the Clubs and Or­
ganizations Committee and 
places the appeals respon­
sibility on the RCSC board. 

While that broad goal was 
applauded by some cardhold­
ers, they were not pleased 
the board did not add some 
mechanism to allow card­
holders in clubs, members 
and officers alike, accused 
of a violation to see the com­
plaint against them and know 
who there accuser is. 

"I don't like the lack of 
a written process for the 
rights of the accused," said 
Dale Lehret-; a candidate for 
the board in its upcoming 
election. 

She added she was speak­
ing from a personal perspec­
tive, having had to defend her­
self when information was 
withheld. 

"I know you are a corpo-

"Some allow (the informa­
tion to be given to the accus­
er) and some don't," he said. 
''That can be changed at the 
club level for members." 

Diane Beauchamp believes 
accusers take on a responsi­
bility when they file a com­
plaint against a cardholder. 
She, too, was speaking from 
experience. Shewa.s "convict­
ed" in a complaint and had to 
wait three months for the ap­
peals process before it was 
deLermined the complaint 
was not valid 

"I was convicted before I 
had a chance to defend my­
selt:" she said ''There should 
be more due process up front 
with the board." 

Bonnie Hines, who request­
ed in the RCSC board's Sep­
tember meeting that the pan­
el make revisions to board 
policies to allow accusers to 
see the full complaint against 
them and know their accuser, 
continue her appeal for that. 
She told the board in its Oct. 
26 meeting that she was cir­
culating a petition to that af­
fect and had 30 signatures at 
that time. 

She later told the Indepen­
dent she was reminded by 
Mr. Hoffer after the meeting 
broke up that it was against 
RCSC policy for residents to 
circulate petitions on RCSC 
property. 
Rusty 8radsluw can lie readied 
at 623·445-zns or rflradsllad 
.wszap.com. 
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Bell center kiosk replaced 
Replacement 

part of Visitors 
Center project 
By Rusty Bradshaw 

INDEPENDENT NEWS.\!EDIA 

Sun City residents who 
visit Bell Recreation Cen­
ter, 16820 N. 99th.Ave., will 
see a new informational ki-
osk. · 

The old hexagonal kiosk 
was demolished to make 
room for a new information 
center, according to Jim 

-. Wellman, former RCSC as­
sistant general manager. 

"Actually, it pretty much 
fell down," he stated in his 
monthly report to the Rec­
reation Centers ofSun City 
Board of Directors. 

The kiosk provides a 
space for RCSC and sanc­
tioned club announce­
ments and other rec 
centers-sanctioned com­
munications. The kiosk is 
located between the Bell 
Branch Maricopa Coun­
ty Library and the Visi­
tors Center in the center 
entry area facing east to­
ward 99th Avenue. 

The structure will be 
replaced by a triple-faced 

block information wall fin­
ished in rock and stucco, 
according to Mr. Wellman. 
The wall will also incor­
porate three LED-lighted 
60-by-48 outdoor bulletin 
boards. 

The new wall is part of 
the Visitors Center remod­
eling project that was com­
pleted earlier this year. 
The remodeled visitor cen­
ter includes an automatic 
entrance door, reconfigur­
ing of interior walls, LED 
lighting, new ceilings, win­
dows, doors, flooring, fur­
niture, literature displays 
and new fire alarm pan­
el and sprinkler heads. 

The remodeling cost was 
$132,152. 

That project was com­
pleted and employees and 
volunteers moved from the 
temporary office to the re­
modeled space in mid-Feb­
ruary. 

The kiosk and Visitors 
Center remodel project 
was funded by the Leta 
J. Lyon estate. Ken McIn­
tyre Construction was the 
contractor for the center 
and will do the work on the 
new kiosk. 
Rusty Bradshaw can be 
reached at 623-445-2725 or 
rbradshnw@newszap.com. 
Continue the discussion at 
www.yourwestvnllcy.com. 

It April 5, 2017 I Sun City Independent 



"Grand Ideas" Discussion Nears End 
The ad hoc Long Range Planning Committee, convened strictly 
for the purpose of determining the potential uses for the RCSC­
owned property on Grand Avenue, has been hard at work. 

After months of interviewing and re-interviewing clubs that were 
interested in being considered for the space, three town hall-style 
meetings were conducted to gather input from the community 
regarding possible non-club uses. Nearly 20 ideas were ultimately 
proposed. 

Above: The building entrance facing Grand Avenue 
will give much exposure to finalists for this space. 

The ad hoc committee 
intends to meet on three 
occasions during April and 
will be conducting final 
interviews with the clubs 
that remain interested in 
possible relocation. The 
committee intends to 
make their final recom­
mendation to the RCSC 
Board of Directors at the 
end of May. The Board will 
then decide on the final 

I 

use(s) of this property along with required renovation schedules 
and budgets when the time is appropriate. 

The Board wishes to thank the members of the committee for their 
continued dedication to this project and looks forward to providing 
the community with additional facilities that will maintain Sun City 
AZ as a desirable retirement destination for both current and future 
residents. 

Left: This 10,000 plus 
square foot structure an 
the 3-acre parcel is located 
at 10415 W. Grand Ave. 
and was purchased by 
the RCS( last year for 
$750,000. The property is 
cuffently valued at S 1 .4 
million. Large windows 
allow for plenty of natural 
light into the spacious 
interior which could ben­
efit many of the proposed 
uses being considered. 
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SUNVIEWS. MARCH 2017 

Financial Report: 

litigation is pending against the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City, Inc. ("RCSC") concerning the organization's 
authority to assess the Preservation and Improvement 
Fee ("PIF") used to fund major structural improvements 
and restorations to the recreational facilities in the com­
munity. While RCSC believes the challenge is without 
merit, RCSC has a responsibility to proceed with caution 
until the issue is resolved. In view of this, by unanimous 
vote of the Board of Directors, RCSC has suspended 
new PIF contracting until further notice. This means the 
Willowcreek/Willowbrook golf course project and the 
South pro shop/golf cart storage project scheduled for 
2017 will be postponed. 

RCSC completed 2016 well within its operating and 
capital budget for the year. We ended 2016 with an 
$821 k positive variance from budget in gross income; 
$109k of such coming from the golf division alone. In 
2016 we operated $461 k better than budget for wages, 
payroll taxes and employee benefits and we also spent 
5551 k less on general operating expenses than bud­
geted. However, we spent $543k more on repairs and 
mainte nance than budgeted and $226k more on utili­
ties th,1n budgeted. Additionally, our cost of insurance 
for the operation of the corporation was $58k more 
than b Jdgeted. 

Each division operated better than budget as fol­
lows: Building & Infrastructure ended 2016 with $668k 
positive variance from budget; Member Services 
accumulated a $116k positive variance from budget, 
the General & Administration Division operated $303k 
better than budget, Food Service Division had a $27k 
positive variance from budget, Bowling operated $27k 
better than budget and Golf beat their budget by 
$138k. Overall our net excess before depreciation was 
$1,279,277 better than budget for 2016. 

Please remember that the net excess before deprecia­
tion is used for capital expenditures, which always 
includes any capital project under $300,000 or one with 
a useful life of less than 15 years. 
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By Rusty Bradshaw 

INOEl'J,;NllENT NE\VSMEOIA 

Recn•ation CentersofSun 
City officials m-e preparing to 
make changes with the senior 
management Learn. 

Chris Herring, RCSC Sup­
port and S0rvires directm; 
vvill soon be promoted to as­
sistant gPneral manager and 
Jim Wellman, the current as­
!-L~tant grm'ral mannge1; will 
continue to serve as building 
and infrastructnire manage1~ 
according to Joelyn Higgins, 
RCSC marketing and com­
munications coordinatm: No 
firm date is set for the moves, 
she added. 

"Jim Wellman is not retir­
ing. However, he has asked 
to be removed from the se­
nior management position 
of assistant general man­
ager," Ms. Higgins stated in 
an email Feb. 13. "With that 
said, he will continue to do 
much of what he has been do­
ing as the new building and 
infrastructure manager. He 
will continue to oversee the 

' ' 

FLINGTIIB CARDS 
Changes made in senior management 

Skilled Trades team and all Jan Ek, left, RCSC general manager, presents Jim Wellman, RCSC assistant general manager. with a certificate of appreciation last year. Mr. Wellman asked to 
building repairs and infra- not have the AGM title but will continue to do the same job with the corporation. Chris Herring will be promoted to the assistant GM position. [Independent 

» See RCSC on puge 3 Newsmedia file photo/Rusty Bradshaw) 
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RCSC 
» From page I 
structure projects." 

The planned moves came 
to the forefront during the 
Feb. 13 member/director ex­
change meeting when a res­
ident asked about the hiring 
of a new executive directo1: 

Ms. Higgins stated the 
position now held by :.\1r. 
Herring will not be refilled 

The planned promotion is 
one in a number of moves 
by RCSC officials to as­
sure a smooth transition 
when senior management 
members retire. The RCSC 
board in 2015 asked the 
management team to pre­
pare a written succession 
plan for the entire RCSC 
organization, according to 
Ms. Higgins. Senior man­
agement began assess­
ing potential replacement 
plans. 

While Mr. Wellman has 
held the position of assis­
tant general manager for 10 
years, his and General Man­
ager Jan Ek's responsibili­
ties and duties were much 
more divided than shared, 
according to Ms. Higgins. In 
addition, it was discovered 
Mr. Wellman and Ms. Ek, 
along with many others in 
the organization, could po-

- - --- ---- -- --- .-

tentially retire within a rel­
atively short.period of time 
from one another. 

"It is vital therefore, that 
the years of experience and 
knowledge of RCSC get 
passed on," Ms. Higgins 
stated. 

Ms. Ek has no imminent 
plans to retire, she added. 

''When asked she says she 
hopes to retire in about five 
years or so," Ms. Higgins 
stated. "(But ) the RCSC 
Board of Directors felt it 
was vital to RCSC's ongo­
ing success to place some­
one in the assistant general 
manager position that will 
be willing and able to re­
place Jan when that t ime 
comes." 

Mr. Herring has been 
an integral part of RCSC's 
operations for the past 10 
years and will continue that 
contribution as he obtains 
his national certifications 
for community manage­
ment, similar to Ms. Ek's. 

Ms. Higgins said the tran­
sition started months ago 
and all RCSC staff were 
made aware after the first 
of the year that it is forth­
coming: 

"It has not officially oc­
curred yet," Ms. Higgins 
stated. "There is not a set 
date. However, it will be 

completed soon within the 
next few weeks." 
Rusty Bradshaw can be 
reached at 623-445-2725 or 
rbradshaw@newszap.com. 
Continue the discussion at 
www.yourwestvalley.com. 

OPEN MEETINGS 

RECREATION CENTERS OF 
SUN CITY BOARD OF DIREC­
TORS meets 9 a.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 23 at Sundial Recreation 
Center, 14801 N. 103rd Ave. 
Visit www.sunaz.com or call 
623-561-4600. 

SUN CITY HOME OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS meets 9 a.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 28 at SCHOA 
office, 10401 W. Coggins Ave. 
Visit www.suncityhoa.org or 
call 623-974-4718. 

SCHOA ROAD AND SAFETY 
COMMITTEE meets 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 22 in Room 
1 at SCHOA office, 10401 W. 
Coggins Drive. Visit www.sunci­
tyhoa.org or call 623-974-4718. 

SCHOA/PORA GOVERNMEN­
TAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
meets 10 a.m. Friday, Feb. 24 
at Palmbrook Country Club, 
9350 W. Greenway Road. Visit 
www.suncityhoa.org or call 
623-974-4718. 

Editor's Note: Meetings are 
subject to change without no­
tice by the governing entity. 
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RCSC 

RCSC annual membership 
meetingset 

Gathering offers 
information, 

social activities 
By Joelyn Higgins 

Members of the Recre­
ation Centers of Sun City are 
encouraged to come to this 
year's annual RCSC mem­
bershlp meeting Monday, 
Feb. 27 at the Sundial Au­
ditorium, 14801 N.103rd Ave. 

Registration will begin at 
6 p.m. This annual event in­
cludes reviewing highlights 
from the past year along 
with t he goals and objec­
tives for the future, the an­
nual budget and the actua; 
membership meeting. which 
begins at 6:30 p.m. 

Based upon input from 
the community, the board 
is conducting this year's 
meeting in the evening to 
better accommodate resi­
dents' varying schedules and 
also shortening the meeting 
length. There will be a little 
something of interest for 
everyone, but most impor­
tantly a chance to be part 
of the process that makes 
Sun City great. Cardholder 
att endance and participa­
tion at this event will show 
their commitment to the im­
portance of community in­
volvement in planning for 
the future. 

Residents must present 
their RCSC member cards 
in order to register for this 

meeting: Light refreshments 
will be available. 

"We are moving the Annu­
al Meeting to an early eve­
ning time slot in hopes that 
people who work, an ever 
increasing number of our 
members, are able to take 
part," said RCSC Board 
President Rich Hoffer. 

Cardholders can take this 
opportunity to meet with 
RCSC board directors and 
management staff and learn 
more about the communi­
ty. The RCSC membership 
meeting only happens once 
ayeru: 
Editor ·s Note: Ms. Higgins 
is RCSC marketing and 
communications coordinator. 
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Welcome New Directors 

Above ore the candidates elected to serve on the RC5C Board of Directors beginning January 1, 2017. 
Left to right Jerry Delano, Bruce Alleman (who will serve a two-year term), Stella VanNess and 
David Wieland. 

The RCSC Board of Directors election results are in. The total num­
ber of ballots cast in this year's election totaled 1,100 (75 absentee 
ballots, 139 paper ballots at the poll and 886 electronic ballots cast 
online). 

The successful candidates elected to serve on the Board are: 

Stella VanNess who received 883 votes, 
• Jerry Delano who received 820 votes, 

David Wieland who received 746 votes, and 
Bruce Alleman who received 677 votes. 

RCSC Directors are elected to serve three-year terms. The candidate 
with the fourth number of total votes (Alleman) will serve a two­
year term, filling a vacancy on the board due to a resignation earlier 
in the year. The newly elected Board Members were installed at the 
Board Meeting on Thursday, December 22, 2016. 

Congratulations to the winners and thanks to all the candidates for 
their willingness to serve the community. Outgoing Directors Dan 
Schroeder, Michael Kennedy and Peter Lee complete their terms of 
service on the Board on December 31, 2016. 



GRAND AVENUNE 

FILLING NEW PROPERTY 
By Rusty Bradshaw 

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

A final decision on the use 
of the Grand Avenue proper­
ty is months away, but what 
clubs could occupy the build­
ing is settled. 

In its meetings leading up 
to 2017, the Recreation Cen­
tersofSun City Ad Hoc Long 
Range Planning Committee 
identified 10 clubs that have 
an interest in space in the for­
mer restaurant on Grand Av­
enue west of103rd Avenue. 
RCSC officials then asked 
residents to identify non-club 
uses they believe appropriate 
for the property. 

"The club part is already 
taken care of," said Rich Hof­
fer, RCSC president, during 
a Jan. 31 open house regard­
ing the issue. ''Now we want 
to hear about non-club uses." 

1 He said RCSC officials are 
taking it slow with the deci­
sion to make sure it is done 
right and to hear from as 
many residents as possible. 

RCSC officials conducted 
two other town halls on the 

RCSC board could make decision by May 

Rich Hoffer, RCSC board president. gives residents who attended the Jan. 31 town hall meeting a review of the Ad Hoc Long Range Planning committee's work 
regarding the property on Grand Avenue. [Independent Newsmedia/Rusty Bradshaw) 

subject - both Feb. 6. Dis- Mr. Hoffer said the commit- May, but believes it might be month, will trim the list of use 
cussion from those meetings tee's goal was to take a prop- fall before a final decision is ideas to the top six during a • 
were not available at press erty use recommendation made. The committee, which March 17 meeting, then will 
time. to the board as early as late meetsthethirdFridayofeach conduct interviews with club 

» See Property on puge 7 
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representatives in three 
April gatherings. The final 
cut will be made in a·May 5 
meeting. 

Residents had a number 
of non-club suggestions, in­
cluding a small area for a 
gift shop for club-produced 
items, a facility for resi­
dents' motorhome or golf 
car repairs, a production 
theater and sound stage, 
and a multi-activity enter­
tainment center similar to 
Surprise's Uptown Alley. Mr. 
Hoffer said all were good sug­
gestions. 

"The intent of a meeting 
like this is to not poo poo any 
ideas," he said. 

One non-club use already 
considered by the board is 
relocating corporate offic­
es to the Grand Avenue site. 
"That would free up a lot of 
space at Lakevie.w," Mr. Hof­
fer said 

Regarding the selec­
tion process, Mr. Hoffer 
explained the committee 
emailed all 133 RCSC char­
tered clubs to gauge their in­
terest locating at the Grand 
Avenue property and only 10 
were interested, all but one 
with existing space. 

Criteria for evaluating 

clubs for the property includ­
ed whether the club would 
be applicable for gen-Xers 
or millennials, according to 
Martha Dudley, a resident 
who facilitated the Jan. 31 
town hall. Other criteria in­
cluded current and potential 
membership counts, wheth­
er clubs had other options for 
space and whether club ac­
tivities would noise requir­
ing them to be away from 
residences. 

"The clubs are out of 
space," Ms. Dudley said. 
''RCSC will have to build or 
find other existing space." 

RCSC officials have looked 
at the purchase of other 
buildings but found each 
prospect too small, accord­
ing to Mr. Hoffer. 

The Grand Avenue prop­
erty is ll,700 square feet of 
structure space on three 
acres . Ms. Dudley said the 
building is in good structur­
al shape, needing only a fire 
suppression sprinkler sys­
tem installed to bring it up 
to code. RCSC officials paid 
$750,000 from rollover funds 
for the property. 

"It offers the opportuni­
ty to build one or two other 
buildings on the same loca­
tion and still have sufficient 
parking" she explained. ''It is 
away from homes so is ideal 

for clubs that cannot be lo­
cated next to homes due to 
noise or visual aesthetics." 

Not all interested 10 clubs 
would fit in the space, ac­
cording to Ms. Dudley. The 
Vintage Vehicle Club, if lo­
cated there, would take up 
about three-quarters of the 
existing structure, she add­
ed. 

"This property is ideal be­
cause it is centrally located 
and is not near homes," Ms. 
Dudley said. 

Residents also expressed 
some concerns about the 
property, including securi­
ty. One man suggested in­
cluding a Maricopa Coun-
ty Sheriff's Office presence ~ 
there. Another concern was 
the access for vehicles north- ,i 

bound on 103rd Avenue is re­
stricted Other access points 
are from Grand Avenue. 

Resident Ben Roloff said 
he was surprised at the num­
ber of clubs interested in the 
new property. 

"It seems to me that most 
of them won't require a great 
deal of space," he said. 

He also praised the town 
hall process of gathering 
information prior to the 
board's decision. 

"This, getting people in­
volved in the decision, is the 
most exciting thing fve seen 
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RECREATION CENTERS 

RCSC plans assessment, other fee hikes 
Officials blame 
passage of $10 
minimum wage 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
INOEl'ENDE!l.'Tl>'EWSMEDIA 

Sun City residential prop­
erty owners should brace for 
a major increase in the cost 
ofliving in the community. 

Recreation centers of Sun 
City officials will consider a 
significant increase in annu­
al property assessments, and 
increases in nearly a ll other 
fees, during the December 
board meeting. RCSC man­
agement claims the increases 
are necessary after Arizona 
voters approved in the No­
ve mber election a measure 

RCSC 
» Frompngel 

day, Dec. 5 in the social hall at 
Lakeview Rect"eation Center, 
10616 W. Thunderbird Blvd. 
Resull,5 of thal discussion 
were nol ava ilable lo press 
time. The boal"d will consid­
er the increases for approv­
al at the regular board meet­
ing 9 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 22 
in the auditorium at Sundi­
a l Recreation Center, 14801 
N. 103rd Ave. 

Ms. Ek stated the new min­
i um wage will have a tre-

that will increase the mini­
mum wage. 

Proposition 206 requires 
the minimum wage togo from 
$8.05 per hour to $10 per hour 
Jan. I. 

"That is a 24 percent in­
crease in pay and it doesn't 
only affect those that are be­
ing paid minimum wage, it af­
fects nume1·ous pay scales," 

mendous effect on RCSC 
operating costs in 2017. She 
explained 55 pe rcent of 
RCSC employees are paid 
under the $10 minium wage. 

The new law also requires 
employers to accrue and pay 
sick t ime for pat'L-time em­
ployees. About 50 percent of 
RCSC's 375 employees are 
pa.it-time, she stated. 

"This additional cost to 
RCSC will also increase 
RCSC's operating costs in 
2017," she stated. 

Ms. Ek believes the mini­
mum wage increase will also 

Jan Ek, RCSC general man­
ager, stated in her manage­
ment report to the board. 

The board will consider a 
$22 increase to the per prop­
erty assessment, brining it to 
$496, and an $11 increase for 
the per person assessment, 
bringing that to $248. In ad­
dit ion, the board will consid­
er increases for the short-

affect R CSC's service pro­
vider and supply vendors as 
they adjust their pr ices up­
wards. 

"The overall effect of the 
passing of Pt·oposilion 206 
is impossible lo fully calcu­
late," Ms. Ek stated. 

T hose effects will not end 
with 2017. P roposit ion 206 
calls for a further increase 
of the minimum wage to $11 
in 2018 and up Llo $12 in 2019. 
Rusty Bnidshllw can be 
reach<."'<i at 623-M5-27'i5 or 
rbradshnw@ncwszap.com. 
Continue the discussion a t www. 
younvcstvullcy.c.'t>m. 

term privelege cards to $75; 
the daily guest fee to $3 per 
day; host punch cards to $30; 
the daily golf greens fees; the 
bowling fees; and RCSC facil­
ities rental fees. 

The proposals will be made 
availa ble to cardholders a t 
the member/director ex­
chru:ige meeting 9 a.m. Mon-

» See RCSCon page3 
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TECHNOLOGY 

RCSC stays 'old school' for meetings 
I Streaming not 
•being pursued at 

this time 
By Rusty Bradshaw 

INDEPENIJt;ST l\~iW::>MEl>IA 

Sun City residents will not 
be able to watch Recreation 
Centers ofSun City Boai·d of 
Directors meetings on their 
computers at home any time 

soon. there is a great need 
for this type of inter­
action within this 
community, as not 
everyone is avail­
able on Tuesday or 
Thursday mornings, 

A former RCSC 
boal'd member re­
quested the board 
consider offering l.hat 
oplion for board and 
member/director ex­
change meetings. But 
RCSC officials said 

Carole Martinez once a month," said 
Carole Martinez 

during the board's Oct. 27 
meeting. 

that is not being pursued al 
this time. 

"I truly trust and believe She believes the home-

bound, caretakers and 
non-early risers would ap­
preciate the oppot'tunity. 
to participate from their 
homes. She also believes this 
would be a good way lo show­
case the RCSC in action. 

"Seeing the board in ac­
tion should make the view­
ers note how local governing 
rules work lo their advan­
tage," Ms. Martinez said. 

While RCSC docs have the 
equipment lo record meet­
ings, the ability to live strean1 
is not available, according to 
Joelyn Higgins, RCSC com­
munications and marketing 
coordinat01: Last year RCSC 
staff recorded the candidate 
forums prior to the election. 

"We posted lhem on the 
RCSC YouTube channel 

» See Streumi~ on pllf,'ll 8 
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where members were then 
able to view the recording," 
Ms. Higgins stated in an 
email. "No live streaming 
took place." 

Sun City Grand in Sur­
prise does record and show 
its board meetings live to 
residents. However, neither 
Sun City or Sun City West 
residents have that option. 

"We have talked about it, 
tiut it's not something we're 
planning in the near future," 
Katy O'Grady, Recreation 
Centers of Sun City West 
operations services manag­
er, stated in an email. "We· 
have too many other big IT 
related issues we are work­
ing on.'' 

RCSCW officials just 
launched a new golf por­
tal, and that will be broad­
ened in the near future to 
also accept online dues pay­
ments. They are also pre­
paring for the first online 
election in March and are 
redesigning the websites. 

But Ms. Martinez be­
lieves streaming meetings 
i$ important for residents 
in ways beyond bringing 
them to people who cannot 
attend. She believes seeing 
the activity of the board and 

the management team may 
induce others to want to at­
tend other functions, such 
as the yearly meeting, Del 
Webb Days and others. 

"It is the 21st century. We 
have smartphones that al­
lows two-way instant com­
munication. We have Skype 
that allows for live conver­
sation between individuals," 
Ms. Martinez said. "Other 
communities, such as Sun 
City Grand, have AJV facil­
ities to support their com­
munities, and they aren't 
half as great as we are." 

She also believes RCSC 
does have all the equipment 
it needs to stream meetings, 
or can get it quickly. 

"I truly believe the RCSC 
has access to this type of 
equipment, and if not ful­
ly outfitted for such activi­
ty, could be accomplished, if 
needed, through the capital 
expense budget," she said. 
"It could be attached to the 
Facebook site or to the su­
naz site using existing serv­
ers, and placed under the 
'Board' category." 

Residents who respond­
ed to Independent's call for 
comment had mixed feel­
ings about the request. 

"Live streaming a board 
meeting doesn't make an 
awful lot of sense to me," 

Tom O'Hara stated in an 
email. "If there was going 
to be feedback from the 
stream, if you will, it would 
only make it even more dif­
ficult to gf,lt questions ad­
dressed. If there was not 
going to be feedback from 
the stream while in pro­
cess, why would you want 
to watch it?" 

He also believes if feed­
back were available, board 
members could load up that 
input with people that sup­
port their position. 

"Thus you can even more 
completely cut down on true 
member input at the meet­
ings," he stated. "Just recog­
nizing human nature here." 

However, Tom Mallaro be­
lieves live streaming would 
allow residents another 
voice in how things might 
be better accomplished. 

John Miller agreed, but 
would also want the re­
corded meetings archived 

· so they would be available 
for viewing any time. 

"My opinion is these 
meetings should be com­
pletely open - every one of 
them," he stated in an email. 
"There should be no board 
discussions of anything in­
volving Sun City money that 
is not completely available 

» See Streaming on page 34 
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SUN CITY VOTING BEGINS 
Residents 
will choose 

4 to fill 
J board seats 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

The presidential election 
may be completed, but Sun 
City voters have their own 
election. 

There are four seats to fill 
on the Recreation Centers 
of Sun City Board of Direc­
tors-three that are expiring 
and a fourth that. was vacat­
ed with a resignation. Board 
candidates are Bruce Alle­
man, Bernice Darish, Jerry 
DeLano, Stella Van Ness and 
David Wieland. 

RCSC will conduct online 
and paper balloting during 
the election, according to Joe­
lyn Higgins, RCSC communi­
cations and marketing coor­
dinator. Online voting began 
Nov.7. 

"RCSC Members are en­
couraged to sign up and use 
the RCSC Web Portal at 
www.sunaz.com and select 
RCSC Cardholder Login to 

Residents had an opportunity to ask RCSC board candidates questions during a forum Nov. 3. They will have another chance 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov.15. Candidates 
are, from left, Bruce Alleman, Dave Wieland, Jerry Delano, from right at right-side table, Stella Van Ness and Bernice Darish. Rich Hoffer, at podium, moderated 
the forum and Ron Smith, seated, is RCSC Elections Committee chairman. [Independent Newsmedia/Rusty Bradshaw) 

cast their ballots," Ms. Hig­
gins stated in a press release. 

In-person voting will· be 
available 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues­
day, Dec.10 in Social Hall No. 
2 at Lakeview Recreation 
Center, 10626 W. Thunder-

bird Blvd. 
Absentee ballots are avail­

able, according to Ms. Hig­
gins. Call 623-561-4600. The 
deadline to request an absen­
tee ballot is Friday, Dec. 2. All 
absentee ballots must be re-

turned by Dec.10, according 
to Ms. Higgins. 

Cardholders will have a sec­
ond opportunity to hear the 
candidates present them­
selves during a candidate 
forum - 7 p.m. Tuesday, 

Nov. 15 in the auditorium at 
Marinette Recreation Cent.e1; 
9860 W Union Hills Drive. 
A social period will begin 30 
minutes prior to the forum. 

Candidate literature is also 
» See RCSC on page 7 -~ 



C>aveWieand 
Being prepared for com­

ing generations while giv­
ing residents a better un­
derstanding of RCSC and 
how it works is important 
to Dave Wieland. 

"(I want) for the commu­
nity to have a better under­
standing of the RCSC, its 
components and how they 
each operate," he said. 

To plan for the maximum 
benefits for members and 

clubs, Mr. 
Wie l and 
supports the 
building and 
renovation of 
RCSCprop­
erties as out-

One Wieland lined in its 
long range 
plan. He also 

wants to maintain and im-
prove the strong financial po­
sition gained by RCSC offi­
cials to remain debt free. 

Mr. Wieland also has an 
eye to the future residents. 

"(We need) to plan and 
adapt for the coming gen­
erations, recreational pro­
grams, facilities, clubs and 
other opportunities in Sun 
City to remain the most up­
to-date and affordable adult 
community.I' he said. 

Mr. Wieland told Nov. 3 
» See RCSC on page 12 
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dates forum, 

1 
Jerry Delano 

Maintaining the quality 
of life in Sun City while im­
proving fiscal budgeting is 
what Jerry DeLano has in 
his sights as a prospective 
RCSC board member. 

'.'(I want to) enhance and 
encourage fiscally conserva­
tive budgeting and spending 
of our monies," he said. 

He also wants to protect 
the integrity of the commu­
nity and preserve the qual­
ity of life. 

Mr. DeLano is no strang­
er to community board ser­
vice. He has served six years 
as the Bright Forest Condo­
minium Association board 
president. He is also a mem­

ber of the 
Sundial 
Men's Club 
and the Ta­
ble Tennis 
Club. 

A busi-
Jeny Delano ness owner 

for W7 years, 
Mr. DeLano was an indepen­
dent insurance agent. He 
purchased two agencies and 
sold agencies three times. He 
is a currently active and li­
censed property and casual-

ity insurance agent in both 
Arizona and Wyoming. 

Mi: DeLano also served as 
mayor of Casper, Wyoming, 
one of the largest cities in 
that state. 

Stella Van Ness 
· Working for the better­
ment of Sun City is the pri­
mary aim of Stella Van Ness 
as she seeks a seat on the 
board. 

"(I will) work with all 
RCSC board members for 
the betterment of Sun City," 
she said. "(I will) do every­
thingwithin my ability to im­
prove and assist the mem­
bers of Sun City." 

Ms. Van Ness wants to 
work to identify areas to 
enhance communications 
both from and to cardhold­
ers. She wants to keep Sun 
City strong, affordable, cur­
rent and progressive in the 
active adult community mar­
ket. 

A three-year Club Orga­
nizations 
Committee 
member, 
she is cur­
rently the 
panel's sec­
retary. Ms. 

stela Yin Ness Van Ness is 
also active 
in the Oak­

mont Ceramics Club as its 

November 9, 2016 

IFYOUGO: 
What RCSC board candidate 
forum 
When: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov.15 

, Where: Auditorium at Marinette 
Recreation Center. 9860 W. Union 
Hills Drive 

president, the Lakeview Ce­
ramics Club as its treasurer 
and is a member of the Sew 
NSewClub. 

She also provides volun­
teer triage and first aid for 
RCSC events and other se­
lect club events. 

Through more than 30 
years in the health care field, 
she has worked in adminis­
tration, as a nurse manager 
for workers compensation 
and was director of quality 
management for a hospital. 
Ms. Van Ness was also pres­
ident of a national medical 
consulting firm and admin­
istrator of anothe1: 

She graduated from 
SUNY Adirondack College 
of New York. She is a criti­
cal care registered nurse, is 
a certification professional 
in health care quality and a 
certified case manager. 

"I love the community;" she 
said during the Nov. 3 can­
didates forum. "I can assist 
cardholders and the board 
with mv experience.': 
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available at various RCSC 
locations. 

Bruce Alleman 
Re-establishment of two 

items and halting anoth­
er are goals of Bruce Alle­
man as he seeks a seat on 
the RCSC board. 

"(I want a) moratorium on 
all golf course reconstruc­
tion until playability issues 
are resolved on the existing 
courses that have been re­
built and updated," he said 

Mr. Alleman also wants 
the board to reinstate the 
Long Range Planning Com­
mittee as a st.anding group. It 
was deactivated but brought 
back this year as an ad hoc 
committee to research uses 
of the building RCSC pur­

chased on 
Grand Ave­
nue. Mr. Al­
leman also 
wants to 
revive the 
plans for a 

BrwceMaal second dog 
park in the 

community. The board had 
discussed a second park 
near the Sun Bowl and near­
by soft.ball field, but the plan 
was shelved 

Mr. Alleman also wants to 

see RCSC more involved in 
the community as a whole. 

"(I will) work for more 
shared activities and coop­
eration with the other Sun 
City organizations,'' he said 

However, he believes there 
is nothing fundamentally 
wrong with RCSC and how 
the corporation is run. 

''You see all these negative 
letters to the editor," he said 
during a Nov. 3 candidates 
forum. "I don't think anyone 
wants to write about the po­
siitve things." 

The candidate has varied 
experience in board service, 
having been a condo board 
member 11 years in three Il­
linois communites. He also 
served three years as a vol­
unteer firefighter and vol­
unteers for Habitat For Hu­
manity. 

His Sun City activities in­
clude the Bocce Club, Dart 
Club and served as Commis­
sioner of Sports for the bocce 
ball competition in the~ 
na Senior Olypmics conduct­
ed in the community. 

Bernice Darish 
More community in­

volvement by the board, 
more communication and 
a more professional attitude 
are Bernice Darish's aims if 
elected to the board. 

"(There should be a) clear-

SUN CITY INDEPENDENT 

er understanding and com- Ms. Darish was also an 
munication between the elected member of a school 

· RCSC board and cardhold- committee responsible for 
ers, with availability and implementing a fingerprint 
accountability to all RCSC program, and oversaw and 
cardholders," she said. coordinated with construc-

Ms. Darish wants the r tion engineers on the build­
board to keep an open ing of an addition and pool 
mind and attentive ear to at Malden High School. She 
ideas enhancing the quality is also a Toastmasters mem­
oflife for Sun City residents be1: 
while being proactive in the "(Serving on the board) 
community. She also wants would be my way of saying 

the board to thank you for the welcome 
be more re- and support my daughter 
sponsive £o and I have received since 
residents. moving here," she said 

"Bring a during the Nov. 3 candi-
profession- » See RCSCon page 10 
al attitude to 

Bernice Darish discussions ------=====-­
regarding 
problems 

brought to the board," she 
said. 

Ms. Darish is a member 
of the RCSC Club Organi­
zations Committee, and is 
a Sun City Garden Club and 
Sew N Sew Club member. 

She has a military back­
ground, having served 10 
years as a lieutenant in the 
US. Naval Sea Cadet Corps. 
She was also an autitor for 
the U.S. Marine Corps Ex­
change for 10 years. She 
is also doing some audit­
ing work for a few Sun City 
Clubs. 
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candidates forum attend­
ees he sees Sun City in tran­
sition. 

Mr. Wieland has a wealth 
of experience serving RCSC. 
He has served on the Gov­
ernmental Affairs Com­
mittee when it was active; 
the Insurance Committee, 

three years as chairman; 
co-chaired the Finance and 
Budget Committee; served 
as a member of the Enter­
tainment Committee; and 
was a member of the Invest­
ment and Bid Commission. 

He also served on the 
RCSC board from 2013 to 
2015. 

His 30 years in the insur­
ance field includes an un-

derwriter trainee, a special 
agent, assistant manager, se­
nior account executive, re­
gional underwriting direct.or 
and senior contract under­
writer. 
Rusty Bradshaw can be 
reached at 623-445-2726 or 
rbradsbaw@newmlp.com. 
Continue the discussion at www. 
yourwestvalley.corn. 
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PROPERTIES IN THE CROSSHAIRS 
RCSC using holding company to foreclose on two properties 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEOIA 

Recreation Centers ofSun 
City officials are preparing 
for possible foreclosure on 
two properties using its new­
ly formed holding corpora­
tion. 

The Sun City Property 

Holdings, Inc. Board of Di­
rectors will meet to discuss 
the forthcoming legal pro­
cess, but holding company 
board meetings will not be 
open because private infor­
mation about Sun City home-­
owners who are seriously in 
arrears will be discussed, ac-

What do you I Do you have an opinion on this Issue? 
think? Shan your camients. 

•E·mall: rbradshaw@newszap.com 

cording to Joelyn Higgins, marketingdirector.RCSCof­
RCSC communications and ficials claim the holding com-

pany was formed to protect 
rec centers assets in the event 
of property foreclosure. 

The RCSC board approved 
the holding company's for­
mation during its June reg­
ular business meeting. The 
proposed motion at that time 

» See Holdlngonpage 6 
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spoke of Sun City homeown­
ers being "held accountable 
for their obligation to pay 
RCSC for assessments and 
fees per the facilities agree­
ment they sign when they 
purchase property in Sun 
City, the corporate bylaws 
and board policies." 

RCSC officials have tried to 
assure residents who ques­
tion this action that the in­
tent has not been to establish 
a real estate business. 

"Actually, what was said 
was that the intent of this 
company is for the purpose 
of foreclosure," Ms. Higgins 
stated in a Sept 1 email in re­
sponse to Independent ques­
tions. 

However; in a June 22 guest 
commentary in the Indepen­
dent, RCSC board President 
Dan Schroeder stated oth­
erwise. 

'"The RCSC Board ofDirec­
tors is not interested in being 
in the real estate business or 
acquiring any Sun City prop­
erty," he stated. 

Article II of Sun City Prop­
erty Holdings, Inc., filed with 

the Arizona Corporation 
Commission, states, "The 
Corporation initially intends 
to engage in the business of 
real estate." 

Ms. Higgins believes this is 
not a contradiction. 

In her response to Indepen­
dent's questions, Ms. Higgins 
said RCSC's property hold­
ings company was similar to 
bank transactions with prop­
erties. 

"As is the case with banks, 
if foreclosure is in order, the 
bank assigns the foreclosure 
rights to their holding com­
pany," she stated. "RCSC, if 
foreclosure is in order, will as­
sign its foreclosure rights to 
Sun City Property Holdings, 
Inc. for the same purpose that 
banks do." 

She contended this trans­
fers any liability regarding 
the foreclosure or of owning 
the real estate to the holding 
company. Because the hold­
ing has no assets, it protects 
RCSC and its assets from any 
claims, she added. 

"No contradiction, what 
was being implied by some 
folks was that the company 
was being formed for some 
other reason than stated 

above and 
that simply is 
not the case," 
she stated. 

N i C k 
Woods, a 

5 real estate 
a ttorney 
with Shell 
and Wlimer, 
agreed that 
asset protec­
tion is gener­
al purpose of 
holding com­
panies. 

of 
"An inves­

tor or devel­
oper creates 

~.tnC' t ► Jl)M 
September 1.,., 2016 

a special purpose entity con­
trolled by the investors," he 
said "The purpose is to seg­
regate some holdings." 

The holding company 
board consists of Mr. Schro­
eder, Michael Kennedy, Rich 
Hoffer and Carol Lawry, all 
serving RCSC board mem­
bers, and Chris Herring, 
RCSC's Support and Service 
director. Part of Mr. Herring's 
function with RCSC is collec­
tion of all past due accounts, 
according to Ms. Higgins. The 
holding company's statuto­
ry agent is James Hienton, 
RCSC's legal counsel for 25 
years, according to Ms. Hig­
gins. 

'While a connection re­
mains between RCSC and 
the holding company through 
these officers and funding, 
Mr. Wood agreed the hold­
ing company provides a lev­
el of liability protection. 

The holding company arti­
cles also provide for the abil­
ity to sell l0,000 shares of no 
par value common stock. 

RCSC's formation of the 
holding company brought 
opposition from residents 
and disagreement from Sun 
City Home Owners Associ­
ation officials regarding its 
necessity. 

Resident Steve Collins be­
lieves the board's action on 
a Grand Avenue building 
purchase and creating the 
holding company will have 
a negative impact on RCSC 
regarding the lawsuit filed by 
Sun City Formula Registry, 
coordinated by Sun City res­
ident Anne Randall Stewart. 

RCSC officials in May pur­
chased about3.5 acres of land 
and a structure at 10415 W. 
Grand Ave., the former New 
China Buffet restaurant. 
They paid $750,000 for the 

» See Bolding Oil page u 
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property, according t:o Ms. Higgins. 
The purchase was funded from the 
RCSC general operations budget­
the annual surplus carryover. That 
property is owned by RCSC and has 
not been transferred t:o the holding 
company, according t:o Ms. Higgins. 

Mr. Schroeder said RCSC's Long 
Range Planning Committee will be 
activated as an ad hoc group tasked 
solely with researching the uses for 
the property. While RCSC officials 
claim to have no plans for the build­
ing, some speculate at least a por­
tion of it will be used for a shop for 
the Vmtage Vehicle Club of Sun City. 

SCHOA officials have exercised 
their ability to foreclose on prop­
erties. 

"We have some cases in foreclo­
sure proceedings right now, they 
have been ongoing for at least two 
years," said Pamela Schwartz, 
SCHOA board president. "We have 
never seen the need for a separate 
holdings company. Our intent is not 
to own the properties." 

RCSC officials have never gone to 
foreclosure in its collection process. 

Sun City residents Greg Eisert, a 
SCHOA board member and chair 
of its Governmental Affairs Com­
mittee, said RCSC, like SCHOA, has 
the authority to foreclose on prop­
erties without a holding company. 

"This does not seem like a neces­
sity for something that seems rare," 

SUN CITY INDEPENDENT 

WHAT IS A HOLDING COMPANY? 
A hokllllJ COIIIPIIIY is a parent corporation, limited liability company or limited partnership 
that owns enough voling stock in another company to control its policies and management 
A holding company exists for the sole purpose of controlling another company, which 
might also be a corporation, limited partnership or limited liability company, rather than 
for the purpose of producing its own goods or services. Holding companies also exist for 
the purpose of owning property, such as real estate, patents. trademarks. stocks and other 
assets. If a business is 100 percent owned by a holding company, ii is called a wholly owned 
subsidiary. 
One benefit of forming a holding company is that the holding company itself is protected 
from the losses. If one of their companies goes bankrupt, the holding company experiences 
a capital loss and a decline in net worth. but the bankrupt company's debtors and creditors 
cannot pursue the holding company for remuneration. 
Source: www.investopedia.com 
A nllll estate holllng cempany is formed for no other reason than to own real estate. You 
form an entity- the holding company - so that the contract and ultimately the deed will 
be in the company's name. Additionally, if you seek financing, you will pledge the mortgage 
under the name of the real estate holding company. 
Many real estate holding entities are structured as limited liability companies. known as 
LLCs. An LLC affords you the protection of a business entity, but allows you to claim the 
income on your personal tax return. · 
While a real estate holding company has definite tangible benefits, ii also comes with risks. 
There are costs involved, including registration and business taxes. Additionally, a holding 
company requires a level of management that can be daunting for an inexperienced 
business owner. This is why it is a good idea to retain the services of an attorney when 
creating and managing your real estate holding company. 
Source: www.lhenest.com 

he said. 
Jim Stark, SCHOA board mem­

ber, agreed. He said SCHOA has 
seen only a very small percentage 
of cases that advance to long court 
battles. 

"I believe you can do this without 
the holding company;" he said "Peo­
ple don't see the information that 
shows this is necessary." 

Mr. Kennedy said there was no 
intent by RCSC board or manage­
ment to bid on properties that had 
substantial mortgages or tax liens 
against them, thus obligating RCSC 

to resale the property for a profit. 
"We would have the opportunity 

to see what the mortgage is before 
we decide how 

to proceed:' he said. 
Mr. Schroeder said RCSC arti­

cles of incorporation prohibit the 
corporation from selling anything 
for more than $50,000 without con­
sent of the RCSC cardholders. How­
ever, that prohibition does not exist 
with the holding company. 

"If Sun City Property Holdings, 
Inc. became the owner of a fore­
closed property, SCPH needs to 

be able to sell the property with­
out restrictions for the benefit of 
collecting all monies due RCSC and 
for associated legal and collection 
costs," Ms. Higgins stated in a Sept. 
7email. 

Resident Barry Spinka said in­
tentions are one thing, but without 
more specifics, it leaves things too 
open for interpretation. 

"Intentions are wonderful, but 
we don't know what will happen 10-
15 years down the road," Mr. Spin­
ka said. 

A separate real estate branch of 
RCSC is not necessarily a new no­
tion. The concept was discussed 
about three years ago, but nothing 
came of it, according to Bill Pear­
son, a former RCSC board member. 

''My idea was to have properties 
available for people looking to buy 
here to stay in Sun City to get a feel 
for the community," Mr. Pearson 
said in a June 8 telephone interview. 
"There was even some discussion 
of a real estate company." 

Mr. Pearson said discussion at 
that time was for such an entity to 
be operated in conjunction with the 
Sun City Foundation, a nonprofit or­
ganization under the RCSC umbrel­
la designed to help residents who 
could not pay their assessments due 
t:o financial difficulty. 

Some people agree with the de­
cision to start the entity. 

"Residents who don't pay their 
fees ought to face foreclosure, much 
like owners do when they don't 

::f' 
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make mortgage payments," Phyllis 
Holler stated in a Facebook post. "I 
would hope any revenues received 
this way would go to offset the in­
creased fees we are forced to pay." 

Some believe it is good business. 
"This is a good business move," 

stated Brian Behling in a Facebook 
post. 
Rusty Bradshaw can be reached at 
623-446-2725 or rbradshnw@ncwszop. 
com. Continue the discussion at www. 
yourwcstvaUey.com. 
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Independent Newsmedia/Rusty Bradshaw 
Recreation Centers of Sun City board member Michael Kennedy left the stage to speak as a resident about the corporation's plans to form a separate 
property holding company. 

HOlDING COMPANY MOVES AHEAD 
Sun City residents remain skeptical new agency is needed 
By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newsmedia 

Despite continued resident opposition, 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City 
Board of Directors voted to form a 

separate property holdings company. 
The board members' action, during the 

regular monthly meeting June 30, came 
after several residents spoke, urging them 
to either scrap their plans or at least table 
the issue until RCSC officials could provide 
more information. However, the board vot­
ed 7-1-1 to form the company. Ida Eisert 
was the lone dissenter and Carol Lawry 
abstained. 

"With the confidential information I 
have, and other information I have gath­
ered, I will continue to oppose the holding 

What 
do you 
think? 

Do you have an opln• 
Ion on this Issue? 
Share your comments. 

• Email: rbradshaw@newszap.com 

company," Ms. Eisert said. 
Before the vote, residents argued against 

forming the company. 
"You just told us you had the lowest de­

linquencies in a 60-day period, so is there 
really a need for it?" asked resident Steve 
Collins. 

Resident Bill Pearson, a former RCSC 
board member, believes the holding com-

pany does not meet the board's stated goal 
of meeting its fiduciary responsibility of try­
ing to collect monies owed RCSC. 

"If you start this company and (foreclo­
sure) never happens, you have breached 
your fiduciary responsibilities," he said. 
"If you don't have a hold harmless docu­
ment from your attorney that this (holding 
company) would not impact the existing 
lawsuit, you are breaching your .fiduciary 
responsibilities." 

The RCSC board and management staff, 
per policy, did not respond to residents 
during last week's meeting. But in a June 13 
member/director exchange meeting and a 
guest commentary by board President Dan 
Schroeder ("Holding company rationale," 

See Company - Page 8 
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Sun City Independent, June 29, 2016), the 
company is being formed for the unlikely 
event RCSC must foreclose on a property for 
nonpayment of assessments and fees. 

"The RCSC is not interested in being in 
the real estate business or acquiring any 
Sun City property," Mr. Schroeder stated. 
"They are simply interested in upholding 
their fiduciary duty through due process of 
collecting all fees due the RCSC whenever 
possible." 

Jim Stark, Sun City Home Owners As­
sociation board member, said fiduciary 
responsibility means looking out for the 
clients' best interests, not the corporation's. 

"Why do you need a separate company 
to foreclose? Is there an underlying pur­
pose?" he asked. "If so, tell us what it is and 
be honest." 

Sun City Property Holding Company, 
Inc. was filed with the Arizona Corporation 
Commission May 20 as a pending compa­
ny, with an expiration of Sept. 18, 2016. The 
filing was simply to reserve the company 
name, according to Joelyn Higgins, RCSC 
communications and marketing coordina­
tor. 

The next step for RCSC officials is to file 
documents to form the new company, ac­
cording to Jan Ek, RCSC general manager. 
However, she did not provide a timeline on 
when that will be done. 

"Articles will be available once they are 
recorded," she stated in an email. "We are 
unsure about the timing for the bylaws." 

July 6, 2016 

Ms. Ek also stated the holding company 
will have no paid empl'!)yees;-and will be 
overseen by the RCSC Board of Directors 
and the company will be funded, at least 
initially, by RCSC. She contends the holding 
company will provide a liability shield for 
RCSC despite the financial and oversight 
connection. 

"The holding company for RCSC is no 
different than a holding company for the 
banks when they foreclose," she stated. 
"The holding corporation, although wholly 
owned by RCSC, is a completely separate 
corporation and that is what creates the li­
ability protection." 

Ms. Higgins said startup costs will run 
about $3,000 and there will be $200 in on­
going annual costs, to include bank fees 
and corporate filing fees. 

While the board or management did not 
respond during last week's meeting, board 
member Michael Kennedy stepped off the 
stage and spoke as a Sun City resident. 

"I was OK with this discussion until in­
tegrity came up," he said. " I have been on 
this board three years, and I have not seen 
you on Wednesdays when I sign over 200 
checks, or at the many meetings I attend." 

He then started to talk about how and 
why the holding company came about, but 
was cautioned by Mr. Schroeder that he 
should end his comments. 

"Every year RCSC loses hundreds of 
thousands of dollars and this could bring it 
back," he said before returning to the stage. 

Several residents contend RCSC does not 
need a holding company to foreclose on 
properties, the authority already exists. Oth­
ers remain concerned the decision to form 
the company was made in secret. 

"The holding company was started in 
executive session," said Shannon O'Brien. 
"There are certain criteria, from a business 
standpoint, for things to be confidential. 
This does not meet those criteria." 

She contends the holding company is 
a for-profit business and that type must be 
formed openly. However, Dave Wieland, a 
former RCSC board member, said there is 
a difference in corporations. The one being 
formed by RCSC is not required to post a 
profit - or loss. 

"The holding company is simply to shift 
the liability from RCSC if they make a big 
mistake," he said. 



Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
Recreation Centers of Sun City board President Dan Schroeder, right, congratulates new board members, from left, Ron Smith, Jerry Walczak and Gary 
Cotten after they were Installed al the Dec. 17 regular board meeting. The three will begin their three-year duties Jan. 1. 

Proof of age required 
SCHOA,RCSC 
cooperation exists, 
not general practice 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
Independent Newspapers 

Keeping Sun City an active retirement 
community for residents 55 and 
older remains. a high priority for Sun 

City Hbme Owners Association officials. 
"The violations that are being report­

ed seem to be going down a bit more 
than they were before," said Tom Wilson, 
SCHOA general manager. t However, some residents believe the 

·s community's two major governing agen-
~ cies - SCHOA and Recreation Centers of 
(_.I Sun City - _should work together more 

~-

What 
doyou 
think? 

Do you have an opinion 
on this Issue? Share 
your comments. 

• Emall: rbradshaw@newszap.com 

and work harder to keep Sun City from 
breaching the age overlay. 

"RCSC is the only one to see residents' 
driver's licenses and there is no notifica­
tion to SCHOA," Steve Collins said in the 
Dec. 7 RCSC member/director exchange 
meeting. 

He believes the two agencies should 
have a cross-reference system in place 
to assure age violations are detected and 
remedied as soon as possible. 

"We don't want what happened to 
Youngtown to happen to us," he said. 

Youngtown was originally a 55 and 
older community, but lost its age overlay 
when it was discovered that more than 
20 percent of the town's residents were 
under 55. 

Greg Eisert, a member of SCHOA's 
board, said the agencies do communicate 
when necessary, but providing driver's li­
censes or other personal information sug­
gested by Mr. Collins is not appropriate. 

RCSC officials agree. 
"If RCSC is made aware of a potential 

age violation in Sun City, we are commit­
ted to working with SCHOA to ensure 
that the age-overlay housing provisions 
under the Fair Housing Acts are not jeop-

See Age - Page 6 
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ardized," Joelyn Higgins, RCSC communi­
cations and marketing coordinator, stated 
in an email. 

RCSC officials would not always have 
information on potential violators, ac-
cording to Ms. Higgins. . . . 

"Ownership of property m Sun City Is 
not age restricted; only residency," she 
stated. "Until a resident comes into RCSC 
for a member or privilege card, age of 
owner/ resident is unknown." 

While SCHOA officials do check with 
RCSC on age violations from time to time, 
that is not the general practice, according 

selves," he said. 
When an age violation complaint is re­

ceived, SCHOA officials send out inspec­
tors to meet with the accused resident to 
determine if there is a violation or not. In 
some cases, the complaint turns out to be 
unwarranted. However, it is not always 
easy to make the determination, ~sl?eci~l­
ly if the resident knows he or she Is m vio­
lation, according to Mr. Wilson. 

"Sometimes it is kind of tough, be­
cause if there are children under 19 they 
try to hide them, and if they know they are 
in.violation they don't answer the door," 
he explained. 

Mr. Wilson added that age violation 
complaints are pretty evenly split between 
renters and property owners who live in 
the home. 

"A lot of what we find is kids coming 
back to live with mom and dad until they 
gel back on their feet, or kids who lived 
with mom and dad but refuse to leave af­
ter the parents die," Mr. Wilson said. 

Several years ago PORA and the Recre­
ation Centers of Sun City West went to a 
joint effort enforcing CC~Rs in that_com­
munity, with PORA servmg as the inves­
tigative arm and RCSCW conducting the 
legal work - fines, attorney involvement, 
fees, etc. - according to Katy O'Grady, 
RCSCW general services officer. 

"The CC&Rs for Sun City West are a 
little vague, and state that either organi­
zation (PORA or the rec centers) may en­
force the CCRs," she stated in an email. 
"So we wanted to formalize the CC&R 
procedure." 

She added age violations in Sun City 
West are slightly lower this year compared 
with last year's figures. 

"So far this arrangement between 
PORA and the rec centers has been a good 
one and is working out well," Ms. O'Grady 
stated. 

Mr. Wilson said a similar arrangement 
had been discussed for Sun City several 
years ago, before his service as a SCHOA 
manager, but officials at that lime did not 
believe it was beneficial. 

"Sun City West did that to use RCSCW's 
legal team," Mr. Wilson said. "We already 
have an established attorney, so we were 
pretty well set in that regard." 

It was not possible also because the 
two retirement communities are not the 
same, according to Ms. Higgins_. 

"Sun City West and Sun City are not 
identical, we do not have the same gov-
erning documents," she stat~d. . 

Sun City was established m 1960 wht)e 
construction on Sun City West began m 
the mid-19 70s, both built by the Del We1?b 
Corp. According to historians, Su_n City 
West's governipg docume_nts, and indeed 
the way it was built, was d1fferen~ because 
planners learned what could be 1m~roved 
from Sun City, the country's first active re­
tirement community. 
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Sun City's hidden treasures 

W
th seven recreation cent:ers, eight 
golf courses, two bowling cent:ers 
and over 130 chartered clubs, RCSC 
Cardholders usually have no prob­

lem finding something to keep them active, engaged 
md ent:ertained. But Sun City AZ also offers sever­
:tl hidden treasures which many residents may not 
:>eawareof. 

The first tiling that comes 
o mind is beautiful View­
><>int Lake, locat.ed adjacent 
o the Lakeview Recreation 
::enter. Countless times I've 
1eard someone say: ''I didn't 
now there was a lake back 
here!" 
With the five-year lake 

'.lailagelllent plan imple-
1entation ongoing 
nder the expert 
uidance of consul­
mt Eric Swanson, 
iewpoint is sure to 
et even better with 
me. Swaraon, with 

can be checked out for your 
own private cruise or maybe 
a leisurely stroll past the wa­
terfall and up to the top of 
the hill to catch a stunning 
sunset moment is more to 
your liking. 

,rer 20 years of ex­
~ence at the Ar­

If you're looking for some­
tiling indoors (read ''when 
it's too dang hot out!"), 

theres plenty to 
keep you busy. Both 
RCSC-Bowling Cen­
ters have billiards 
roo~ but few know 
that there are also 
pool tables at Fair­
way Center. Another 

Dan "pub game" that was 
Schroeder missing from the ona Department 

· Fish and Game, 
LS worked with Sun City 
Z volunteers building fish 
tbitat to help coax this hid­
m treasure into a sportr 
:bing paradise. With row 
iats available to Cardhold­
s at no charge for those 
,t wanting to fish from 
e shore, you won't want 
let the big one get away. 
1d even better, no fish-
r license is required. The 
st fishing derby in recent 
?mor-y last month, spon­
:ed by the Sportsmen & 
,nservation Chili, was a 
?at success! 
rut if fishing isn't your 
ng, there's still plenty of 
1 to be had Paddleboats 

Sun City AZ, scene 
was darts, but we've hit an­
other "bullseye" by adding 
an area at Bell Lanes with 
five dart machines to meet 
the demand and a new char­
tered club has been formed 
if you're interested injoining 
the fun. 

Other hidden treasures 
at Bell Center include table 
tennis, racquetball and in­
door shuffleboard courts for 
those seeking more activi­
ties that provide both exer­
cise and a little friendly com­
petition. And remember, all 
of these amenities are avail­
able to Cardholders at no 
additional charge! 

While you've got family 

Viewpoint Lake [Pete PallagVDaily News-Sun file photo] 

and friends visiting, a trip to to learn about Sun City AZ, 
a museum is always a great from the very beginning 
educational experience and than at the Del Webb Sun 
Sun City AZ, offers those Cities Museum. Housed in 
as well The Mineral Mu- an original model home, vol-
seum is locat.ed at Sundial unteer docents will lead you 
and operat.ed by volunteer through displays that cap-
members from the Rock- ture the Del Webb perso-
hound Chili. This little gem na and vision - the man who 
is a "must-see" for residents changed the way we look at 
and visitors alike. With spec- retirement communities for 
imens from around the all time. 
world and right in our own 
backyard, everyone will find 
sometlling of interest Don't 
forget to take a few extra 
minutes and tour the Fluo­
rescent Room; you won't be­
lieve your eyes! 

Head over to Fairway 
Center where you can find 
an entire room full of the 
best model train display 
around Resident conduc­
tors from the Model Rail­
road Chili of Sun City will be 
happy to answer any ques­
tions and are always ready 
with a good story guaran­
teed to delight both the 
young and the young heartr 

Depending upon the time 
of year and volunteer sched­
uling, hours at each Sun City 
AZ, museum vary. It is high­
ly recommended that you 
call before making a special 
trip. Phone numbers can 
be found on the website at 
www.sunaz.com, eithfr on 
the Clubs page or under Sun 
City Links. 

But wait-we're not 
done yet! Whether you've 
spent the morning fishing or 
worked up an appetite dis­
covering all Sun City AZ, 
has to offer, perhaps it's time 
to grab a little something 
at one ofRCSC's five golf 
course snack shops. Serv­
ing both breakfast and lunch 
along with daily specials and 
great views from the patio 
- all at prices can't be beat! 

Explore Sun City AZ,'s hid­
den treasures and cherish 
all that we have right here! 
• Dan Schroeder Is president of 
the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City Board of Directors. 

edlf history is more to your Beverley Thom rests on the McMillin Terrace of the Del Webb sun Cities 
liking there's no better place Museum. [File photo] 
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return 
Will participate 
in Grand Avenue 

property · f evolution I By Rust} Bradshaw 
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Recreation Centers of f 
Sun Cily officials appea1· to 

< -be on the verge of reins tat-
:-l 

0 NI 
ing the Long Range Pinn- ~ -ning Committee to perma- ~ 

~ 
nent status. ~ ~ The committee, which j 

advised the board on "plan- l ning for capital projects, 

~ was disbanded nearly two 
years ago. It was brought ~ back last year as an ad hoc 

t 
'0 

group to study the uses for 
.,, 
l 

a property along Grand Av- ~ 
enue purchased by RCSC I ;-
officials. The ad hoc com-

I ~ 

r 
~ 

mittee conducted town hall 
~ 

3 
meetings earlier this year 

» See Committee on page 7 



Committee 
» From page 1 

and has been meeting on a 
regular basis to discuss in­
put received regarding the 
new property. 

During the board's reg­
ular meeting in April, res­
ident Bill Pearson asked if 
the board was con­
sidering the com­
mittee's reinstate­
ment. 

"There is $10 mil­
lion in the Preserva­
tion and Improve­

the ad hoc format before 
encouraging a decision one 
way or the other. 

"I was impressed (with 
the committee)," Mr. Hof­
fer said. 

More detail on RCSC 
plans for the committee 
came to light during the 
May 8 member/director 

ment Fund and, Rlcll Holler 

exchange meeting. 
When asked about 
the committee's 
reinstatement, Mr. 
Hoffer asked board 
member Ida Eisert 
if she had some­
thing to share. 

after the Willow 
(golf course) project 
that should leave 
about $3 million to 
$4 million," he said. 
"There will be sig­
nificant cost to pre­
pare the Grand Av- Ida Eisert 
enue property, but 

"I asked the board 
during our work 
!session today to 
bring it back," she 
said. "I am hoping 
to have a consensus 
to put it as a motion 
for the June board 
meeting." 

there is no long range bud­
get for that right now." 

While not directly an­
swering Mr. Pearson's ques­
tion, RCSC board Presi­
dent Rich Hoffer dropped 
a heavy hint. 

"I suggest you will be 
happy in the fall," he said. 

He added his approach to 
the Long Range Planning 
Committee has been to see 
how the group worked in 

She then asked Mr. Hof­
fer if he had anything to 
add. 

"We will continue to dis­
cuss this in work sessions," 
he said. "I have supported 
the Long Range Planning 
Committee when it made 
sense. I think the time has 
come (to bring it back)." 

Mr. Hoffer elaborated 
the board plans to discuss 
the committee during its 

May 25 work session and if 
a consensus is reached then 
it will be brought forward 
to the June 12 exchange 
meeting agenda as a mo­
tion for the June 29 regu­
lar board meeting. 

Mr. Pearson has not been 
alone in his call for the com­
mittee's reinstatement on 
RCSC's permanent com­
mittee r<:>ster. Gene We­
stemeier,. a former RCSC 
board member; Greg Eisert 
and Ben Roloff, both Sun 
City Home Owners Associ­
ation board members; and 
Karen Scheurmann have 
also spoken out in board 
and member/director ex­
change meetings. calling 
for the group's return. 

Mr. Pearson in the April 
'l:7 board meeting called out 
board members elected in 
November. 

"Three of the four of you 
(new board members) last 
year during the forums en­
dorsed a permanent return 
of the Long Range Planning 
Committee," he said. 

If the board does rein­
state the Long Range Plan­
ning 'Committee, RCSC of­
ficials would immediately 
begin to put the word out 
for interested persons to 
apply, and could possibly 
have the committee up 

www.yourwestvalley.com I Sun City Independent I May 17, 2017 

and running as early as Hoffer. However, any work 
the fourth quarter of 2017, at the Grand Avenue prop­
Mr. Hoffer stated in a May erty would require, at least 
9 email to the Independent. in part, Preservation and 

"It's a little premature to Improvement Fund mon­
determine the committee's ies, but 2017 PIF projects 
first task, since that would were put on hold earlier 
be up to the chair and co- this year while RCSC offi­
chair, whenever they are cials await the results of a 
appointed, and approved law:suit filed by Anne Ran­
by the board," he stated. 

Current task 
The ad hoc Long Range 

Planning Committee is 
winding down its task of 
recommending uses for the 
Grand Avenue property. 

The group met May 5 
and voted to send their fl- / 
nal recommendation to the 1 
RCSC Board of a Directors, 
according to Mr. Hoffer. 

"That proposal is being 
written as I write this and 
will be presented to the 
board on May 25 during 
the board's regular work 
session," he stated. 

Mr. Hoffer speculated 
a decision on those uses 
could be made as late as/ 
September, if not sooner. 

"Depending on the other 
issues that present them­
selves," he stated. 

Once the decision is 
made, the board would 
have to decide how quick-I 
ly to move and in which di­
rection, according to Mr. 

dall Stewart, represent il 
the Sun City Formula Re 
istry, and 38 other Sun Ci 
property owners. 
Rll8ty Bradshaw can be 
reached at 623-446-2725 or 
rbradshaw@newszap.com. 
Continue the discussion at ww, 
yourwestvalley.com. 
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. 
HUD gage originator, during a Feb. ers cannot find buyers who 

8 task force meeting. ''They can get FHA-insured loans. 
»From page I said it would be a loss of in- ''They won't be getting fees 
whose members include come.'' on more and more homes as 
four Sun City residents, one JanEk,RCSCgeneralman- time goes by and they'll lose 
Sun City West resident, five ager, explained in the Nov. evenmorerevenuethenjusta 
real estate professionals and 8 exchange meeting that small percent.age of their pres-
a social worker - formed RCSC's PIF qualifies as go- ervation fees," she said "But 
last year to see what could be ing back into the community that could be three or more 
done to lift the reverse mort- according to the HUD regula- years down the road" 
gage ban. The group has been tions, andRCSCofficialshave Mr. Thomas said RCSCW 
working on two levels, negoti- submitted all the documents officials fear is that if they 
atingwithHousingandUrban to clearly show that. amend the bylaws to waive 
Development and Fair Rous- "But we are dealing with the fee for specific circum-
ing Administration officials, the federal government and stances, the government will 
and with the Sun Cities recre- we just keep getting pushed force them to eliminate the 
ation centersorgani7,ations to up the ladder of the bureau- fee altogether. 
get regulation alterations that cracy;" she said Ms. Rechia said there is 
will allow the reverse mort- Ms. Ek said RCSC officials a m9(lel for getting rec cen-
gages. were told the reverse mort- ters' bylaws amended to al-

With the federal agency gage ban will be fully lifted by low a preservation fee waiv-
indicating there are no plans year's end er the t:askforce suggests. She 
t,o adjust its regulations, the "I am not confident that will said Corte Bella and West-
task force is now focusing its happen;' she said in the No- brook Village officials already 
efforts locally. The task force vember meeting. amended their documents. 
wants to convince rec cen- In addition to reverse mort- "But any such effort must 
ters officials to amend their gages, the federal agencies come from the residents, not 
bylaws to waive their pres- that insure loans are begin- US:' she said "That takes time 
ervation and improvement ningto expand their tight-fist- and endurance." 

. (Recreation Centers of Sun ed regulations about loans. Mr. Thomas said the task I 

City) and asset protection fee Vicki Frye, Frye Realty force must show residents the I 

(Recreation Centers of Sun owner, said Fanny Mae and reverse mortgage ban extends ' 
City West) - both $3,500 Freddie Mac officials are now past those loans. 
charged for every property working on changing their "This is best if handled by 
transaction - in cases of fore- regulations to ban loans for the community, rather than 
clooureor deeds in lieu of fore- properties in associations that having the government do it," 
closure. Rec centers officials have "no rent'' rules. Ms. Rechia said 
in both communities have "They are looking at mir- She added WEMAR offi-- so far refused to make those roring their regulations with cials are now developing ma- I 
amendments citing a loss of those ofHUD and FHA," she terials to help educate resi-
revenue. They said losing the said dents about the situation. 
preservation fees would make Austin Fontenot, president OneofthereasonsHUDof. 
it difficult to afford capital im- of one Sun City condo associ- ficials are reluctant to make 
provements without creating ation, believes there may be changes to its regulations is 
debt or creating a special as- some effects of that showing they do not want to risk go-
ses5Illenttopropertyowners. up already as onet.enantinhis ing below their congressio-

"People need t.o realize association was denied a re- nallymandated reserve funds 
the cost to RCSC ifwe don't finance loan because the as- again. HUD nearly exhausted 
have the PIF," said Rich Hof- sociationhas a "no rent'' rule. its reserves after the housing 
fer, then RCSC board presi- Ms. Rechia believes this will bustof2009,accordingtoMs. 
dent, during a Nov. 8membeii eventually affect home sellers Rechia. 
director exchange meeting. with existing FHA loans. She ''They just recently replen-

"I had a meeting with also believes this will affect the ished those reserves and they 
RCSCW officials and they rec centers through loos ofin- don't want to risk it again," she 
said they would not put in come not just with the preser- said 
writing anything that waived vation fee but also with annu- Rusty Bradshaw can be 
their preservation fee," said al assessments as homes sit reached at 623-445-2725 or 

Michael Thomas, VIP Mort- empty for years because sell- rtJradshaw@newszap.com. 
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RCSC 

Virtual tour of 
RCSC facilities 

inworks 
Program will 
replace bus 

tours 
By Rusty Bradshaw 

INDEPENDENT NEWS~!EDIA 

Recreation Centers of Sun 
City officials are bringing 
their facility tou rs into the 
21st century. 

While the Sun City Visi­
tors Center was a private en­
tity, the board of directors 
approved the purchase of a 
bus to provide community 
visitors, prospective home­
owners and new residents 
a chance to see the facilities 
up close and personal. The 
bus stops at various facili­
ties and the tour guide and 
driver provide information 
on each facility visited. 

However, due to time lim­
itations the bus tour does not 
stop at every recreation cen­
ter or golf course. So RCSC 
officials are developing a vir­
tual tour of the facilities. 

"We continue to provide 
toursoutofthe VISitorsCen­
ter at Bell while providing 

• both existing and prospec-

tive Sun 
City resi­
dentswitha 
wealth of in­
for mation," 
Joelynn Hig­
gins, RCSC 

Joelym tflCJIJins comm u ni -
cations and 

marketing coordinator, stat­
ed in an email. 

The new virtual tow· that is 
still under development. She 
said completion is expected 
later this spring. 

"The virtual tour will pro­
vide a much more encom­
passing tour in less time and 
will also be accessible from 
the (RCSC website) www. 
suncityaz.org allowing those 
to truly 'Experience Sun City 
AZ' no matter where they 
are," Ms. Higgins stated. 

The virtual tour is intend­
ed to replace the bus tour as 
it will be more thorough, cov­
ering all ofRCSC facilities 
and many facets of the Sun 
City lifestyle, Ms. Higgins ex­
plained 
Rusty Bradshaw can be 
reached at 623-445-2725 or 
rbradshaw@newszap.com . 
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RCSC 

RCSC board changes sign policy 
2 directors 
oppose plan 

By Rusty Bradshaw 
INDEPENO~:;m" NEWSMEDIA 

Despite opposition from 
other members, the Recre­
ation Centers of Sun City 
Board of Directors made 
changes to its sign, liter=:­
ature and electronic sign 
policy. 

The approved changes al­
low commercial advertising 
to be distributed on RCSC 
properties and its electron­
ic signs at each recreation 
center. Materials can only 
be distributed upon man­
agement approval and if 
an RCSC operating divi­
sion accepts sponsorship 
of an event or league, or in­
vites and outside compa­
ny or vendor for the specif­
ic purpose of promoting an 
activity with RCSC. 

However, the changes 
were now approved unan­
imously. Board members 
Bruce Alleman and Stella 
Van Ness voted against the 
proposals in the board's Feb. 
22 meeting. Board member 
Dave Wieland abstained 
during the vote and board 
member Ron Smith was not 
present for the vote. Vot­
ing "yes" for the proposal 
were boar d members Jer­
ry Walczak, Sue Wilson, Jer­
ry DeLano, Dan Schroeder 
and Dale Lehrer. 

Ms. Van Ness said chang­
es to the policy were defeat­
ed last year when cardhold­
ers objected to allowing 
commercial advertising, at 

not cost, on the electronic 
signs. 

"The defeat of that pol­
icy came after cardhold­
ers objected," she said. 
"I don't believe that was 
the intent when those 
signs were installed. 

• 

The board approved, unan­
imously, four other motions 
that included policy chang­
es chartered clubs, incident 
reports, and hearing proce­
dures and cardholder SU& 

pensions. .. 
The board also approved, 

unanimously, chartering 
two new clubs - the Illi­
nois Club and the Sheeps­
head Club. 

Rusty Bradshaw can be 
reached at 623-445-2725 or 
rbradshaw@newszap.com. 


