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— Marinette
expected to
reopen areas
. Areas of Marinette Rec-
reation Center, 9860 W,
Union Hills Drive, under
renovation were expected
to reopen this month.

cial hall ceiling, main re-

strooms and kitchen were

remodeled and new pool re-

strooms were installed,
Work to be done at the

end of October included

the cabinet and top instal-

lation in the kitchen and

restrooms, installation of

appliances and toilets, lava-

tories, restroom partitions,

interior doors and some de-
© tail work.

Contractors for the proj-
ect were DVP Professional
Builders, Accel Electric and
Custom Cooling. The proj-
ect cost was $259,015.
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By Jeff Grant
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Rebecea Dargis looked
around the interior of the
structure at Marinette Cen-
ter with its soaring, vaulted
ceiling,

“Look at all the courts!”
Dargis said.

The frequent pop of pick-
leballs being swatted around
filled the building as players
on eight covered courts ral-

lied back and forth, stopping &

only as a point was scored or
as agame concluded, allowing
new players to move in. Vis-
ible through large open sec-
tions on two of the building’s
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RENOVATIONS

‘It’s beautiful’
Sun City’s expanded Marinette Center
Opens to rave reVIews -

sideswere adozen more out- =g
side courts - giving the com- i

plex a total of 20 in all.
“It’s going to be areal show-

case for pickleball” said play- HSsES

er Roland Lefebvre.
The courts were in full op-
eration Monday — along with

a new 4,020-square-foot fit- -

» See Marinette on page A5

Sun Citians enjoy the newly expanded pickleball courts and ahhast of other renovations at the Marinette Recreation Center in Sun City Monday. [Nick Cote/Daily News Sun]
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ness center, refurbished out-
door pool, new outdoor spa,
restrooms and shower ar-
eas and much more — as the
newest and northernmost of
Sun City’s seven recreation
centers opened most of its fa-
cility for the first time since

outdoor patio area with ta-
bles and chairs.

There also are a basketball
half-court, rubberized walk-
ing track and horseshoe pit —
another three to four weeks
to complete.

The covered pickleball
courts, the most visible
change, drew raves from

undergoing asweeping reno- - players.

vation that began in July.
“We had at least 50 lined
up; there's probably 100 peo-
ple onthe pickleball courts al-
ready,” said Recreation Cen-
ters of Sun City Assistant
General Manager Jim Well-
man about 20 minutes after
the doors opened at 8 a.m.
The $4.4 million project
gave Marinette expanded
restroom areas, meeting
space for fitness center us-
ers to consult with person-
al trainers, a state-of-the-art
video monitoring system to
allow RCSC employees to
learn of any problems or in-
juries on the playing surfac-
es almost immediately, and

“The playing surface is
awesome; the bounce of the
ballis really good,” comment-
ed Wendy Shackley, 57. “This
will be really good because
we won't have to wait. We'll
be able to get right in. It's
state-of-the-art; this is just
wonderful.”

“I think we’ll have more
play year-round. It's become
areal draw,” said David Sin-
clair; president of the Sun City
Pickleball Club, which claims
about 425 members.

The expansion coincides
with the steady expansion in
popularity of the sport and is
likely not only to create more
of a destination at Marinet-

te but also add to Sun City’s
retirement marketing port-
folio.

The idea of pickleball play-
ers, the expansion couldn’t
happen without a response
from RCSC officials, who
knew a good thing when they
saw it.

The covered courts are
the only ones in the North-
west Valley and one of the few
sites in the greater Phoenix
area. In addition to offering
the potential for local tourna-
ments, it also provides the op-
portunity forevents drawing
from throughout the Valley
and even the Southwest, said
Sinclair, including the possi-
bility of at least one non-age-
restricted event.

|
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“We've had a lot of inqui-
ries, This is just fantastic for
Sun City,” he said.

The praise extended to

the fitness area, which now p#

boasts over three dozen [

weight machines and cardio
machines, as well as a free-
weight area with a cushioned,
rubberized floor.

“It’s beautiful. I can’t be-
lieveit,” said Barb Meadows.
“The gym before was a closet.
You felt really closed in. You
couldn'’t see out. There were
only minimal machines.”

With Marinette’s reopen-
ing, several Sun City fitness
centers will now breathe a lit-
tle easier. Bell, Fairway and
Mountain View all had in-
creased use with the nine-

month shutdown.

About 5,000 people used
Marinette during the 2013,
the last full year for figures.
With an expanded array of

Robert Zech of Sun City works out in the newly expanded I reé a
Marinette Recreation Center Monday. [Nick Cote/Daily News-Sun]

“This is just wonder
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Ruth Boessenkool of Sun City West sits with her granddaughter
Alexienna, 6, while they wait their turn at bowling at the

RH. Johnson Sports Pavillion in Sun City West. Sun City West
residents are inviting their grandchildren to tag along in their
activities throughout the month as they visit for spring break
for the Recreation Centers of Sun City West's Happy Camp. Right,
Levi Boessenkool, 3, of Vancouver, British Columbia, grabs a
bowling ball at the R.H. Johnson Sports Pavillion in Sun City West.

[Nick Cote/Daily News-Sun]

By Jeff Grant
DAILY NEWS-SUN
The weight machines at
Marinette Center in Sun
City are ready again to pump
you up. .
The fitness and recre-

RENOVATION

Expanded improved Marinette
Center in Sun Clty opens Monday

ation complex off 99th Av-
enue and Union Hills Drive
will reopen Monday for most
activities following a $4.4 mil-
lion, nine-month renovation
and expansion, highlighted
by an expanded, state-of-the-

art, 4,060-square-foot fitness

center and a brand-new cov-
ered pickleball area — the
first of its kind in the West
Valley.

“Members are really go-
ing to enjoy this facility,” said

John O’Neal, superintendent

and safety officer for Rob-

ert E. Porter Construction

of Phoenix, one of the con-
tractors for the project.

“With the popularity of

» See Renovation on page A5
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pickleball, this givesus anew
facility for that,” said RCSC
Communication and Market-
ing Coordinator Joelyn Hig-

gins.

The pickleball area will
feature eight courts under a
high vaulted eeiling with open
side areas for ventilation. The
courts will not be air condi-
tioned, but the covering is ex-
pected to make a difference
in players’ comfort, said Sun
City Pickleball Club President
Dave Sinelair:

“In our experience, with
covered courts there would
be 10-degree temperature dif-
ference. (And) you're not go-
ing to have the sun beating
down on you,” he said.

There also are 12 outside
courts.

The pickleball area is just
one aspect of the entire
$4,387,373 upgrade.

The expanded fitness cen-
ter has dozens of weight ma-

chines, treadmills, elliptical
trainers and a free-weight
area with a rubberized floor.
The outdoor pool and spa
has been renovated. There
is also a 440-yard, rubber-
ized outdoor walking track,
a horseshoe pit and basket-
ball half eourt. Further im-
provements include a ther-
mal solar system for pool
water pre-heating, electron-
ic water heaters for the show-
ers, and new doors, windows
and exterior stucco for all re-
maining buildings.

The walking track, bas-
ketball court and horseshoe
pit will remain closed for up
to four more weeks to com-
plete work there, according
to RCSC officials.

But everything else isready
to welcome Marinette users
back.

An average of 5,000 people
per month visited Marinette
in 2013, the last full year fig-
ures were available, accord-
ing to Higgins, and the facili-
ty’susersare looking forward
to returning.

Many have gone to other
RCSC centers for fitness and
pool use, mainly the Bell and

i centers.

Vicki Melak, a Marinet-
te regular and member of
the Clay Club, one of sever-
al activity organizations that
meetsat the Union Hills Drive
site, used the Bell Center dur-
ing renovations. Melak said
she is “anxiously awaiting”
the reopening.

“Everybody knows ev-
erybody else up there,” she
said.

Monday's opening is slated
for 8 a.m., but starting Tues-
day, Marinette will resume
normal operational hours: 6
a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday-Satur-
day; and 8 am.-8 p.m. Sun-
day.

Children’s swim hours at
Marinette will return to 1-4
pm.

For a complete schedule of
activities at Marinette visit:
sunaz.com/marinette-cen-
ter/.

For information, call 623-
876-3054.
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Awaorker smooths concrete Thursday for the sidewalk outside Marinette Center's new covered pickleball facility. [David Jolkovski/Daily News-Sun]

Y | Sun City set for area’s first
: n City s ‘ s firs
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- covered pickleball courts
X By Jeff Grant The Recreation Centers  “We think it will be a lot had input with RCSC offi-
S’ DAILY NEWS-SUN of Sun City is in the fihal morecomfortable,” said Sun cials from the time the cov-

Pickleball — perhaps months of anearly $44 mil- City Pickleball Club presi- ered courts were a concept
L/) America's fastest-growing lion renovation of Marinet- dent Dave Sinclair. “In our and throughout the planning
L recreational activity — may te Center that includes the experience, with covered and construction process.
Q be continuingitsriseinpopu- Northwest Valley’sfirst pick- courts there would be 10-  The eight courts will be
- larity, but eventhe most die- leball facility witharoof. The degree temperature differ- separated by a player wait-
Sy hard participant findsplaya new eight-court area willbe ence.Butyourenotgoingto ing and spectator area with
a challenge under the midday almost completely open on havethesunbeatingdownon room forseating RCSC does
<) heat of Arizona’s summers. the sides, giving it plenty of you,” added Sinclair. not plan to install bleach-
B} This year, that promisesto ventilation, but players will  The club, now around 350 ers.

g be less of a problem for Sun be shielded from the sunby members and expected to  Still the venue should not
L City pickleballers. an elevated roof. reach 400 by March 31, has » See Marinette on page A5
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A construction crew continues work on Mari o
- nette Center’s n
pickieball courts Thursday. [David Jolkovski/Daily News- Sun]ew covered

» From page Al
only draw players in summer
but attract tournaments.

The facility also will have
12 outdoor courts — for a
total of 20 — as well as re-
strooms at the east end of
Marinette’s new fitness cen-
ter.

The 4,000-square-foot fit-.
ness center will have numer-
ous weight machines, tread-
mills, elliptical trainersand a
free-weight area with arub-
berized floor: Outside, Mari-
nette Centerisgaining aren-
ovated outdoor pool and spa,
a thermal solar system for
pool water pre-heating, elec-
tronic water heaters for the
showers, and new doors, win-
dows and exterior stucco of
all remaining buildings.

The $4,387373 renovation
costispart of RCSC’s annual
Preservation and Improve-
ment Fund, and will also
cover a 440-yard, rubber-
ized outdoor walking track,
ahorseshoe pit and a basket-
ball half court, said Joelyn
Higgins, RCSC communi-
cations and marketing co-
ordinator.

The expansion will not
take any additional park-
ing spaces. The new pickle-
ball courts will replace ten-
nis courts, which are moving
to the Bell Center as part
of a tennis court expansion
there.

“With the popularity of
pickleball, thisgivesus anew
facility for that,” Higgins said
during a recent tour of the

_renovation work.

“We've had some minor
weather delays, but it's been
going really well,” said John
O'Neal, superintendent and

safety officer for Robert E. -

Porter Construction of Phoe-
nix, one of the contractors
on the Marinette Center
project.

This week, crews were
scheduled to pour side-
walks. Last week, workers
laid the acrylic coating to

the outdoor swimming pool,

where new decking was re-
cently installed.
“Members are really going

to enjoy this facility,” O'Neal

said. :
Perhaps none more than

ball Club of Sun City West,
said there’s no question cov-
ered courts provide more
playing opportunities for
club members.

“It will help make pickle-
ball more accessible during
summer. Otherwise it's just
morning play. Typieally by
10 o'clock, people are head-
ing into the shade,” added
Holtz, who said at present
there are no plans to add to
the one covered courtin that
community.

In addition to the Mari-
nette expansion, RCSC is
conducting a series of cap-
ital upgrades being paid
through the PIF — mean-
ing no new fees will be added
to cover the projects. These
include: :

* A new sound system
at Sundial Auditorium — |
$50,000.

e Card-access upgrades
at various locations —
$50,000.

. e underlayment at
Bell Lanes — $60,000.

* Bell Lanes flooring, ball
holders and counters —
$60,000.

* Golf course well renova-
tions — $130,000.

* Golf-course equipment

‘When complete in Oc-
tober, the course will have
expanded greens and ren-
'ovated bunkers, according
to Hiei ,

“The bunkers are being
renovated, in amanner sim-
ilar to North (Golf Course),
however they will not have |
the rolled-over edge. The
greens are being enlarged,
to be able to maintain their
character and provide prop-
er pin locations,” she said.

Riverview's patio area for
golfers to enjoy items from
the snack shop or just relax
after a round is going to be
more than doubled, from 845
square feet to 1,935 square
feet. -
Open since November
1970, Riverview attracts an
average of 38,000-39,000
golfers between October
through April, she said.
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Construction crews create a fire line during the overhaul at Marinette Recreation Center in Sun City. [Jarod Opperman/Daily News-Sun]
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Marinette project bumps up use of
- Bell, other RCSC sites

Construction continues on the future pickleball courts at Marinette Recreation Center in Sun Citv. [Jarod Opberman/Dailv News-Sun]
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The exercise machines at

» Bell Récreation Center are
due to begin getting busier
in a few weeks with the re-
turn of Sun City’s wintertime

This year, they’ll likely be

busier than ever.

The fitness centers at Bell
and Fairway recreation cen-
ters, the largest and most

. modern in the Recreation
Centers of Sun City system,
are poised to handle more us-
ers this fall. A sweeping ren-
ovation of Marinette Recre-
ation Center is continuing,
and during the work that fa-
cility will be closed to most
activity, sending its regular
users in search of weight-lift-
ing repetitions and lapsin the
pool at other available sites.

“I'm not happy with it, but
that’s the way it goes,” said
Marvin Wolff, a Marinette
regular who has been using
the Bell Center since work at
Marinette began in late July.

‘Wolff said the biggest ad-
to newer, more robust fitness
equipment. “I'm getting used
toit. It's a little more difficult,”
he said.

Still, most Marinette users,
including Wolff, appear to be
taking the change of scen
in stride.

“It’s a great facility,” said
Diane Gaffney of the Bell rec
center.

- The last of the nine recre-
ation centers in Sun City built
by Del E. Webb, Marinette is
undergoing its most signifi-
cant renovations since open-
ing in 1980.

Highlighted by a more than
tripling of its weight-room
space, the recreation center
onthe corner of 99th Avenue
and Union Hills Drive is re-
ceiving an expanded, state-of-
the-art 4,060-square-foot fit-
ness center; eight new covered
pickleball courts, a rubber-
ized walking track, improved
restrooms and shower areas
and new exterior stuceo work
and windows. Its spaisbeing
moved outdoors.

The facility also is losing
its tennis courts and its mini-
golfarea, but Joelyn Higgins,
RCSC spokeswoman, pointed
out these amenities are avail-
able at other recreation cen-
ters.

special events, and with this,
we will be able to do that,”
she said.

‘While Higgins did not im-

mediatelyhave a final cost fig- -

ure for the project, Assistant
RCSC General Manager Jim
Wellman had pegged the fig-
ure “somewhere between $2
million and $3 million during
a presentation on the plan in
February 2013.

Higginsalso said RCSC offi-
cials believe regular Marinet-
te users will not gravitate to
just one alternative site dur-
ing the work; heading to Fair-
way, Sundial and Lakeview
during the project.

Marinette's social hall and
auditorium, which remain
open now, will close Sept. 29-
Oct. 30 during stucco work
and window replacement.
Information about club and
event rescheduling is avail-
able at the Lakeview Clubs
Office or by calling 623-561-
4600.

The entire list of Marinet-

“We wanted to have apick- te's improvements should be

complete by early 2015.

An average of 5,000 people
per month visited Marinet-
te in 2013, according to Hig-
gins, and the facility’s users
are looking forward to return-
ing rather than making a per-
manent switch.

Vicki Melak, a Marinette
regular and member of the
Clay Club, one of several activ-
ity organizations that meets
at the Union Hills Drive site,
said she's “anxiously await-
ing” the reopening. Melak
said while Bell Rec Center
has more space, she prefers
familiar surroundings. “Ev-
erybody knows everybody
else up there,” she said.

Wolff said he’s adjusted his
schedule, using the Bell site
around noon. “Here, during
the winter, it's more packed,”
he said.

However, he predicted the
overflow from Marinette
would not be a problem. “it’s
not used that much, because
it’s older;” he said.

One Bell user said he may
switch permanently once the

dicted the temporary reloca-
tion will be worth it.
“We're excited over this,”
“If it takes months
get the upgrades |
, we're going

ise and for us to
t her at they've planned
there’s to be happy”

swimming have kep
Marinette for years,

whose club she said.

over and over. Some-
you need to do some-

times
thing different.”
For Melak,
esinthe activities and exerc

to that site,
Bell often, spend-
hin .
fitness center and swimming.

“I probably will (switch). You

Gorman actu- thing
oursat atime

using mac

lives closer
ing about two h

new fitness center at Marinet- get tired of doing the same no place like home. She pre- |
there,

te opens. Dick
but hasused

ally
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" Blocks are stacked and ground is cleared as the Marinette Recreation Center, 9860 W. Union Hills Drive, renovation project picks up steam. The $4.3
million project includes expansion of the fitness center, moving the spa outdoors, creating a new pickleball center with shade and rearranging the
outdoor walking track.
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‘for Marinette Recreation’ ™"
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‘“Center on the city’s north-- =
" east side has been complet- ..

*‘“ed but " one project is’ fm-A

: ﬁ:;behmd schedule

" “At the August meeting of

the Board of Directors,
Marinette Enhancement
Committee Director Len
Haynes shared his conster-
nation with the directors
and public because the con-
tractor on the craft build-
ing apparently. will be
using the full 180 days on

- his contract to complete the
6,000 square foot building,
set on the north side of the
property. The " building
‘therefore will not be ready
for use until rmd Decem-
ber.

And bids will be let soon

for construction of a five-,

, foot - block “wall on both
north and south ends of the
east side of the property as
a vandalism prevention
measure.

Several other improve-
ments have been completed
and are in use beginning
with the kitchen in the so-
cial hall. -~

Also lights were in-
stalled at the new jogging
track, horseshoe and bocce
ball courts and miniature
golf course so that they
may be used in the even-
ings by members. The ten-
nis courts are now hghted

The Marinette Center re.:
ports increased participa-’

tion in the pool check-ins,

,"There were 10,746 this
June compared to 8,620 for

the month last year.

The new: therapy pool is
now in use, and now that
the gas line and furnace
have been' installed the
pools are open year round.
Four outdoor showers have

- been installed nearby.

offers ‘full service’

In the new exércise room

there are five exercycles,
two treadmills, two rowing
machines, a leg exerciser,
workout mat, all-purpose
weight machine, two slant
boards and dumbells.

The new Bocce Courts
are open 8 am.-10 p.m.
Equipment is furnished by
the monitor who now has a
new building for this pur-
pose.

To join the Sun City
Bocce Club, a phone call to
Pete Cipriano 972-1497
will start the bocce rolling.

Second Clay and Sculp-
ture and China Painting
Clubs are now being organ-
ized also at Marinette. Con-
tact Kit Reaney at 974-
1327 for the former and
Mary Louise Goode at 977-
9116 for the latter group.

Haynes has nine mem-
bers on the Marinette En-
hancement Committee. He
feels that Marinette is no
longer a “bare bones” facil-
ity now that it is almost.
ready to offer “full service”
as the other centers do.



sun Citians enjoy the benefits of the new therapy pool.

News-Sun photos by Jim Painter
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Rec center adds
twist to seniors
workout routines

By DAVID MILLER
Staff writer

George Nieters, 86, lights up at the
mention of the exercise equipment.

“It’s wonderful,”” he said, looking
over the contortionistic devices
meant to hone the hips and deltoids.
“It’s just beautiful.”

And Nieters isn't alone in admir-
ing the new equipment recently in-
stalled at the Marinette Recreation
Center in Sun City. Joyce Stephens,
logging miles on her exercycle, ekes
out a smile. “This is great equip-
ment,” she said. “I just love it.”

About $60,000 in new equipment,
from stairmasters and cycles to
weight and rowing machines, arrived
earlier this spring. And since then,
the center has served thousands of
sweating, hard-driving seniors.

Dan Wilson, utility worker for the
center, at 9860 Union Hills Drive in
Sun City, says people have always
come to the exercise room. But with
the state-of-the-art gear in place,
some folks are now showing up for
three and four workouts a day.

“Please don't tell anyone that I
come four times a day,” one woman
said. “Everyone will think I'm
crazy.”

Wilson proudly shows off the
Cybex equipment, designed to work
the muscles, yet also ease some of
the pain of muscle gain.

For instance, four new treadmills
come with safety switches, in case a
weary jogger jumps the track. They
also clock time, distance and calo-
ries burned, and have easily adjust-
able speed monitors. They even
boost to an incline, giving runners
and walkers an uphill feel.

Three exercise bikes have been
added, with built-in racing programs.

And a variety of machines work
every known body part, from glutes
and calves to biceps and triceps.
“This one's good for your love han-
dles,” said Wilson, pointing to a par-
ticular contraption.

Helvi Kangas, 76, who coordinates
workout programs for many of the
Marinette seniors, says the equip-
ment is perfectly suited to their

needs.

“They're doing beautifully,” she
said. “I try to tell them it's important
to firm and tone the muscles in their
body. That way a lot of knee and hip
operations could be avoided.”

Kangas, who once worked as a fit-
ness consultant with Nordie Trac,
the maker of popular exercise ma-
chines, said a lifetime of working out
has left her feeling “like a 30-year-
old.”

Together with her husband, Wes-
ley, the Sun Citian has dedicated her
life to exercise, and hits the weights
every other day. Along with walking
and running jaunts, the program has
left her feeling amazingly spry. “I'm
small, I'm only 108 pounds. But I'm
all muscle.”

And while other seniors may not
become as fit, they still will benefit
from time spent in the weight room.

“If they do a good program under a
doctor’s control, it can be very bene-
ficial to them,” said Wilson.

Frank Yonke, 83, who rccently‘

underwent triple bypass surgery and
now works part time at the center, is
evidence of the recuperative power
of working out. Cycling away on an
exercise bike, he surveys Marinette's
new wares. “This is great equip-
ment,” he said.
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Gayla Laver works out on-the Cybex back extension machine at
Marinette Recreation Center in Sun City. The equipment at Marinette
was updated in March. Mountain View Recreation Center also received
new equipment last year.
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Tower revenue may
fund rec center projects

By DAVID MILLER
Staff writer

A deal between the Recreation
Centers of Sun City and U S WEST
Communications caused a furor last
year, when it left a cellular phone
tower looming over a community
pool, to the chagrin of nearby resi-
dents.

Now, however, officials are making
amends by offering to funnel money
generated from renting the space
back into Marinette Recreation Cen-
ter.

General Manager Jim Warfield
made the proposal during a board
study session Monday.

“I would like the board to consider
this,” Warfield said. “I'd like to ask
the people of Marinette, ‘What would
you like to do with this money?” ”

Warfield's plan is to use the ap-
proximately $9,600 a year paid by U
S WEST to fund center projects not
already budgeted. The idea met with
good reaction from directors.

“] don’t think anyone on the board
would disagree,” President Don
Pritchett said. There was no dissent
on the plan, though a formal deci-
sion was not made.

Directors did decide, however, to
vote on motions affecting the Red
Book, Sun City's directory of bylaws.

Among the motions up for a vote in
next week’s public meeting are pro-
posals changing the name of one
club, and altering the way club dues
are collected.

Directors will decide at 9 am.
Thursday, Feb. 26, in Sundial Rec-
reation Center Auditorium, 14801 N
103rd Ave., whether to change the
name of the Oakmont Gourmet BBQ
Club to the Gourmet Social Club.

They'll also vote to adopt a long-
range planning committee, and on
whether to have clubs deposit dues
into accounts collectively.

The Feb. 26 meeting is open to the
public. For information, call 876-
3000.
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Displaced Sundial clubs shift operations

STAFF REPORT N

There were 29 clubs affected when
Sundial Recreation Center closed last
month after a roof collapse.

The Recreation Centers of Sun City
has been working to relocate the dis-
placed clubs to other RCSC facilities.

Following is a list of when and
where Sundial clubs will be meeting
while the center is closed until further
notice.

The information is subject to
change and is effective through Aug.
31. For information, call the RCSC
Clubs and Activities Office at 876-
3000, or visit www.sunaz.com.

" Arts & Crafts

® Palo Verde Artists — 9 a.m. to
noon Fridays, Lakeview Art Club at
Lakeview Recreation Center, Del
Webb and Thf#fiderbird boulevards.

® Calligraﬁhy — 9 to 11 am.
Thursdays, Bell Crafts Room at Bell
Recreation Center, 99th Avenue and
Bell Road. Classes will be 8:30 a.m. to
noon Wednesday, July 19 and 26 in
the Riverview Meeting Room at River-
view Golf Course, Del Webb Boule-
vard, south of Bell Road.

® Camera Guild — 8 10 11 a.m.
Wednesdays in Dakmont Auditorium,
107th Avenue and Oakmont Drive.

- @ Sundial Crafts — 9 a.m. to 3
p-m. Monday through Thursday at
Bell Crafts in Bell Recreation Center;
8 a.m. to noon Wednesdays at Lake-
view Handicrafts; and 8:30 to 11:30
a.m. Thursdays at Oakmont Needle
Arts and Crafts.

® Handweavers & Spinners —
Members are welcome to use looms
and equipment at Oakmont Artistic
Weavers. No club meetings are sched-
uled at this time.

@® Sundial Silverstones — 8 a.m. to
noon Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays
and Saturdays, 6 to 9 p.m. Wednes-
days, and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m Tuesdays
and Thursdays at Bell Lapidary; 8
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through
Saturday and 6 to 9 p.m. Mondays at
Bell Silvercraft.

Duplicate Bridge

@® Kachina — 12:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Mondays in Lakeview Social Hall 2.

Dance

@® All That Jazz — 1 to 2 p.m.
Thursdays in the Bell Aerobics Room.

® Singles Dance Club — 6 to 11
p-m. Fridays in Bell Social Halls 1
and 2. Board meetings will be 3:30 to
5 p.m. today and Aug. 3 at an officer’s
home.

® Sundial Dance Club — 6 to
11:30 p.m. Aug. 5. 8,12 and 26 in

Bell Social Halls 1 and 2. The Aug. 19
dance will be in Mountain View Audi-
torium, 107th Avenue and Mountain
View Road. Board meeting will be
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. July 26 at an offic-
er's home.

Exercise

® Aqua Fitness — Board and
instructors meeting will be 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Aug. 9 in Lakeview Social Hall
1. Registration will be 7:30 to 10:30
a.m. Aug. 26 in Mountain View
Auditorium.

@ Dance for Fitness — 9 to 11:30
a.m. Wednesdays in Marinette Audi-

torium, Union Hills Drive and 99th

Avenue.

@ Handi-Capables — Tuesday and
Thursday classes are canceled. Mem-
bers can go to Fairway pool 1 to 3
p.m. Mondays. Wednesdays and Fri-
days at Fairway Recreation Center,
107th and Peoria avenues.

@ Stretch & Slim — 9 or 10 a.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in
the Bell Aerobics Room.

® Pilates — A new series starts
July 17. Classes will be 9 to 10 a.m.

and 10:30 to 11 a.m. Mondays, and 9.

to 10 a.m. Wednesdays in the Bell
Aerobics Room.

Music and Theatre
® Piano Club Music Institute

.Lessons — For information, call Mary
Jordan at 933-9053, or Barbara
Stewart at 876-3603.

Political

® Republicans — Membership
meetings will be 6 to 8:30 p.m. July
24 and Aug. 28 in Bell Social Hall 1.

Social

@® Sundial Men's Club/Oakmont
Men's Club — 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday in Talisman
Hall, Del Webb Boulevard and Talis-
man Road. There will be no meetings
July 11-13, Aug. 5 or Sept. 2, 6, 14,
15, 19 and 26.

Other Clubs

@ Rockhounds — Picnics will be 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. July 27 and Aug. 24 in
Lakeview Social Hall 1.

@ Apple Macintosh — The club will
share space with the Computer Club
at Fairway Recreation Center from 8
a.m. to noon Monday through
Saturday.

Events

® Sweet Adelines Summer Show —
7 to 9 p.m. Sunday at Mountain View
Auditorium.

® Dolan Ellis Summer Show and
free ice cream social — 7 to 9 p.m.
Aug. 11 at Mountain View
Auditorium.

Friendship
Quilters
relocate
to Bell

STAFF REPORT

The Friendship Quilters
club of Sun City has relo-
cated to Bell Recreation Cen-
ter after the closure of Sun-
dial Recreation Center.

The following is a schedule
of the club’s upcoming activi-
ties. Club hours are 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Saturdays and Mon-
days and noon to 5 p.m.
Wednesdays.

For information, call
Candy Wettergreen at
875-9321.

@ Saturday — Quilts show
projects.

® July 10 — Paper piecing
project No. 7.

® July 12 — Paper piecing
project No. 7.

® July 13 — Shop Hop.

@ .July 17 — Community
service.

@ July 19 — Show and Tell
and community service.

® Work also will be done
July 24, 26 and 31.




Renovations
close parts
‘'of Marinette

ANNIE BOON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

A $500,000 renovation' project at
Marinette Recreation Center has
begun, closing portions of the Sun
City center until late fall.

The pool, spa and shower rooms
at Marinette closed today as crews
prepared to drain the pool and clear
out the site, said Jim Wellman, Rec-
reation Centers of Sun City senior
manager of centers operations. All
other amenities at Marinette will
remain open through the renova-
tions.

The pool will be relined and will
undergo plumping and equipment
improvements, Wellman said. The |
spa will receive a new tub, equip-
ment and plumbing. The deck
around the pool and spa areas will
be overhauled, and the showers and
changing rooms will be gutted and
remodeled.

The $500,000. project was
approved in this year's Capital Pres-
ervation budget. Despite the Sundial
Recreation Center roof collapse
June 19, the Marinette renovations
are proceeding as scheduled, Well-
man said. The cause of Sundial's
roof collapse will be unknown until
the RCSC insurance company and
engineers complete a six- to eight-
week investigation, he said.

With two RCSC pools closed for
the summer and Bell pool being
inundated with displaced Sundial
users, Wellman said residents aré

encouraged to use pools at other
centers.
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Former president OK’d tower

Communications structure stirs
anger of neighboring residents

By DAVID MILLER
Staff writer

The question of who approved the
building of a massive commu-
nications tower over Marinette Rec-
reation Center was partially resolved
Monday, when a former official
stepped forward and took responsi-
bility. :

But debate still surrounds the
raising of the tower, which looms
directly over the Marinette Center
pool and stands some 30 feet higher
than officials had originally planned.

At a meeting Monday between
community leaders and about 60 Sun
City residents, former Recreation
Centers Board President Ed An-
derson said he approved leasing the
tower space to U S WEST Commu-
nications, though he never sought a
vote of the board. .

“It wasn't something I thought
needed to be presented to the
board,” said Anderson, who was

- president of the board from August
1994 to December 1996.

He also said he believed the
agreement made between the Rec-
reation Centers and U S WEST
called for a tower rising only 50 feet
and standing far from the Marinette
"Center pool.

The tower now stands at about 80
feet high, almost directly over the
pool. . . :

The original contract, however,
never stipulated that the commu-

+ nications tower couldn’t go higher
nan 50 feet, said board Director Bud
Moriarty.

A memo regarding the tower, sent
from Anderson to project manager
Chuck O’Day, contained the only
mention of a height restriction,
Moriarty said.

The contract leasing the siteto U S
WEST was signed in September by
General Manager Jim Warfield, and
the tower put in place nearly two
weeks ago.

Housing personal communications
equipment for U S WEST, the tower
has been called everything from a
potential lightning rod to an eyesore
that damages property values. A
woman at Monday's meeting even
blamed the tower for poor TV recep-
tion. Personal communications
equipment includes phone, pager
and fax machines. i3

Several residents made it clear at
the meeting that they object to the
tower’s presence, and the thought of
more cropping up in the future.

“If I had .wanted change, I
wouldn’t have moved to a place like
Sun City,” said John Laue to audi-
ence applause.

But whether officials can. now
change the situation remains in
question.

A U S WEST representative told
the board last week that while the
communications giant is willing to
paint the tower and clean up “its
aesthetics,” its height can’t pbe.
lowered. N

“Fifty feet won't work in our/net-
work,” said Rex Engebretson,( real

estate manager with U S WEST/ in a _
~meeting with the board last Thurs-

day.

Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun

Floluella Derrick and former Recreation Centers of Sun City board
President Ed Anderson discuss the communications tower being installed
at the Marinette Recreation Center during a special Recreation Center

board meeting Monday.

No one from U S WEST attende
Monday’s gathering. :
But while the board did not ap-

~prove the contract, the recreation
centers probably can’t back out

without a legal battle, Moriarty said.
~A. legal..fight, however, ,wouldn’t

serve the interests of the commu- say ‘Never mind, ” said Jim Roof,

nications firm, he added.

“They would probably arbitrate,”
Moriarty said.

A U S WEST official reached
Monday afternoon agreed that the
company wants to negotiate, though
it has no plans to walk away from the
contract.

-“I couldn’t say we're of a mind to

U S WEST spokesman.
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tower agreement

Deal increases lease fee withUS WEST

voted on the leesing agree-‘* prove a contract without a

By DAVID MILLER .
Staff writer :

A public meeting . turned .

ment
At Friday’s meeting, West—

into a shouting match Friday . erveld said he and other

as citizens and local officials

angrily debated the' raising of’ deal;ihegotiated, last.y

board members knew of ithe :
ear;:?Butxi

a U S WEST communications Moriarty shot back ~that Jﬁé‘

tower at a recreation center /
The Recreation Centers of

knew nothing about the plan.

““Shame on him,” .Moriarty |,

Sun City board voted to ap-" told the crowd. “You can’t say

prove additions’ to a dea!
leasing the tower space to U 8!
WEST, but before the. meet—
ing’s end an official. had .
walked out and others ‘were
left debating responsibility for
the plan.

“I am so damned glad I'm
gomg to be out of this job,”
said Board Director Chuck -
Westerveld, who retires  in’
December, as he left during a
question-and-answer session

Before that session, ﬁve
board members voted to:ap
prove a revised agreement’
leasing space for the 80-foot’

tower at Marinette Recrqauon .

Center.

One" board member, Vice
President Bud Moriarty, voted -
against the move.

The téwer, holding equip- -

ment for phone, fax and pag‘erﬁ, o
users, has been a source of °

controversy since it was put
up several weeks ago. :

Marinette Center users and
property owners have called it
an eyesore and a drain on
property values.

Residents have also decried
the deal's approval, since: it
was revealed that the Recrea-
_tion Centers -board never

t_hat.” v 5

HELa T "f-*r.',

“Former board president Ed

Anderson recently ‘acknow-

ledged that he OK’d the deal
 with'U S WEST last year. But"
‘while General Manager Jim
Warfield reportedly signed
the contract, the board never
approved of the plan — a
violation of Recreation Cen-
; ters policy.

After the ‘meeting. West—

erveld said he thought other -
board members - had known
.about the deal’ and had since
'*forgotten ;
UL %1 was; unhappy with people

Lo

cﬂlllng me-a liar,” he. said

Moriarty; .the 1one member
voting against the move, said
the board should. have exam-
ined other facts before agree-
ing to the deal. :

“I'm; \rery dxsappomted that
‘the board approved ‘of addi-
tions to the contract when the

.facts were not clear,” he said
g aﬁer the meeting.

In a’ letter ‘submitted to
-other officials," ‘he pointed to
board bylaws stating that only
board members can establish
policy or approve coetrac_ts.

And no president: can ap-

‘board vote, Moriarty wrote.

“lI feel the original intent

was for good, but it’s turned.
out to be a catastmphe " he
;told the audience.
i Thé “contract’ nddtmdum
bumps up U S WEST’s rental
" cost for the site from $500 ‘to
$800 a month.

P Vo It also asks that U S WEST

change the look,of the “mon-
opole,” to make it “slimmer,
more like a flagpole,” said
board President Don Prit-
chett.

In addition, it asks that no
additional equipment be
added to the tower, and that
U S WEST acknowledge the
recreation’ centers as a non-
proﬁt organization '

Other board members, in-
cluding Marion James, Dick-
Austin and Ed:McCrea, ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with
the look' of. thé “tower, but
‘voted to approve the deal.

, McCrea asked the approxi-

mately 50-member audience

whether a legal battle over the*
contract was worth the cost.

“Do we 'as the recreation

centers want .totgoxto. ﬁqourt
and fight someohé: likeW S
WEST?” he asked. 4

Marmette Recreation -Cen-
ter is located at 9860:Union
Hills Drive in Sun City. The
board’s next meeting, a study
session, is scheduled for 8:30
a.m. Monday in’ the: Lakeview
Recreation Center board
room. -olady ‘.‘H“ el it
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M?rinette _C 2 3 j'er NEWS-SUN Tuesday, January 22, 1980
plans open house

Rec Centers’ open house
this week will feature
Marinette, last to open
(November 1979) at the
corner of 99th Avenue and
Bell Road.

Open house for all Sun
Citians is scheduled from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thurs-
day.

The name Marinette was
chosen to commemorate
the original name of the
site which now is Sun
City. Henry Gelletly coor-
dinated the open house
plans. ;

AN EXTENSIVE stamp
exhibit will be a feature of
the event. Stamp apprais-
als for those who wish
them will be made by
qualified members of the
Stamp Club in the craft
room.

The Leather Craft Club,
also working in the craft
room, will demonstrate
members’ skills and the
North Side and Kachina
Duplicate bridge clubs
will talk about their activ-
ities.

The North Stars and the
SunSets will square dance
in the social hall and be-
tween, sets Leilani Dance
Club will demonstrate
various forms of Hawaii-
an dance.

The history of Marinette,
the settlement for which
the center is named,
stretches all the way from
early Phoenix to the open-
ing of the Vulture Mine in
the Bradshaw Mountains.
WHY? .

Because the shipping
route led from Phoenix to
the Bradshaws along what
later was called Grand
Avenue. Grand Avenue to-

-day is an almost exact
replica of the line of traff-
ic used by eight-mule
team freight lines and
post riders.

In 1863 the German min-
eralogist, Henry -Wicken-
burg, was prospecting in
the hills overlooking the
Hassayampa River. As he

was throwing rocks at his

burro,’he notjced gne rock

seemed unusually”heavy. .
Looking more closely, he i
saw it was heavy ‘with !

gold.

That was the beginning
of Maricopa County’s first |

town, the site of the crush-

|

ing of gold ore from the |
Vulture Mine that Wicken- |

burg began.: The settle-
ment was called Wicken-
burg.

A FEW years later,in
1867, Jack Swilling, the
developer of an irrigation

system using the prehis- |

|

toric Hohokam canals, |

visited Wickenburg and :
convinced the miners that :
an investment in the wa- i

ter company would lower
their food and forage
prices.

Wickenburg blazed a 54-
mile Vulture Road to haul
men and supplies to the
canals. Within that year

wagons laden with
produce were rolling to
Wickenburg.

Other canal companies
were formed. The Arizona
Canal Co. was formed to
furnish a waterway from

Granite Reef, north of
Mesa, to the arid plain
west of Phoenix.

After the 32-mile water-
way was finished and its
20 laterals in 1885, the
builder, William Murphy,
headed East to try to sell
Illinois farmers into be-
coming pioneers.

TWO OF them, Delos S.
Brown and J.B. Greenhut,
both from Peoria, Ill.,
bought four sections of
land along Vulture Road.

Brown platted 80 acres of
his ranch for'business and

residential lots and named

the locality Peoria. Desert
freighters soon began
stopping at the town well
to -take on water for the
dry trek westward. .

In 1894, the Greenhut

Ranch was sold to Chaun- -

cey Clarke who settled at
the ranch house before
moving on to found a
ranching and oil fortune
in California.

Even then the Arizona
climate began attracting
snowbirds to -Castle Hot
Springs, which later be-
came the winter gover-
nor’s home.

R.P. Davie, a bhusiness

entrepeneur from Mari- |

nette, Wis., was im-
pressed by the growth and
potential of the area and
bought and leased thou-
sands -of .acres between
Rio-Nuevo' and the Agua
Fria and soon a small
colony named Marinette
was thriving/

Marinette gambled on
the sugar beet potential
and lost; the soil, it
seemed, could not produce
a sweet enough beet to
make the crop profitable
and Davie lost heavily.

THE HOLLINGS were

sold in 1920 to Sou}:hwest
Cotton Co., a subsidiary of
Goodyear Tire and Rub-
ber Co., and the town of

Marinette bec%me a com-
any compound. _
p1ny1936 the Marinette

Ranch was sold to the
J.G. Boswell Co., also of
Litchfield Park. However,
the emphasis was on
crops, not people.
Marinette had become a
rich plantation. Little but
a railroad sign remained
of the original town, Mari-
nette.

About five miles south-.
west of Marinette was a
sign on the Luke Air
Force Base railroad spur,
bearing the name
“Webb.”

This came from the
name of a construction
camp established in 1941,
when a young builder
named Del E. Webb of
Phoenix was awarded the
contract to build Luke Air
Field for the U.S. Army. -

THE BUILDING of the
air force base, named af-
ter Frank Luke, Arizona’s
first'Medal of Honor win-
ner from World' War I,
gave Webb many ideas
about community develop-
ment.”™.

Later the Boswell family
leased cotton acreage to
Webb to build a motel,
shopping center, medical__.
clinic, recreational com- |
pl,%x with craft shops and |
art studios and a model |
home show. |
Webb took orders for 400 |

houses and apartments '
during the opening month,
January 1960, :
“And so started Sun City,
now commemorating its
roots by naming one of its
buildings Marinette.
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plans
received

. Preliminary plans for Union Hills
Recreation Center have been received
by 'Bill Dewey, vice president of the

‘board of directors of Recreation Centers
of Sun City. Tk

Work on the new recreation center is
expected to begin by late September and
be completed by spring of 1979, although
lhc_admst has not been determined, Dewey
said. ;

The structure will occupy 8'2 acres,
“*with plenty of room for expansion,” he
said.

DEWEY REPORTED the plans in-
clude a studio for Recreational Reading
for the Blind, tennis courts, a swimming
pool, a social hall and craft shops.

Exact details, such as the number ot
tennis courts, have not been worked out
yet, Dewey said, but added that final
plans will be finished.and available to
the public at the Rec™Centers board
meeting July 11. N

Felix Dhainin is working. as a
volunteer architect with the board on the
final version of the plans, he said.

IN OTHER MATTERS, the board
voted to reject a request by the Town
Meeting Association of Sun City to allow
initiative petitions limiting property
taxes to be circulated at recreational
facilities. '

The petitions would introduce political .
matters into recreational facilities, -
which would clash.with the basic pur-
pose of those facilities, Wilbur Erickson
said. B ATy :

Treasurer Erickson also reported the
subsidy check from Del E. Webb .
Development Co., for running Bell
Recreation Center came to $96,061, $600
less than the figure reported at the last
meeting.

The .money was invested in U.S.
Treasury bonds maturing June 30, 1980.

Ll ¥



Open house
slated June 12

By MIKE RUSSO \
Independent Newspapers

Social interaction is important for
people of any age but it carries spe-
cial significance for senior citizens,
especially those who may have lost
a loved one.

Through the death of a spouse,

VF
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Friendship Corner to be added at Marinette

the senior citizens may have with-
drawn to the sanctuary of their
home and isolated themselves from
the outside world.

Slowly, the person may want to
again integrate into society but apart
from joining one of Sun City’s
many chartered clubs, opportunities
have been rare.

In an effort to provide informal
meeting locations for Sun Citians,
the Recreation Centers of Sun City
Inc. is about to open its second
Friendship Corner.

An open house, inaugurating the
new Friendship Corner, will be held
11 a.m.-4 p.m. June 12 in the Social
Hall at Marinette Center, announced
Marge Murphy, RCSC director.

The Marinette program will be
similar to one instituted several
months ago at Oakmont Center and
has proven highly successful.

“We usually get twenty-five to
thirty people attending at
Oakmont,” Mrs. Murphy said.

“It provides a place for people to
interact socially; a warm, welcom-

MARINETTE RECEEATION CENTER

ing place for people to talk, social-
ize and meet new friends,” she added.

Establishment of settings for
informal social interaction was rec-
ommended in a 1997 study of needs
of people over the age of 80.

The study was conducted by
Arizona State University’s Center
of Design Excellence, directed by
Mary R. Kihl, Ph.D., associate dean
of research.

The report stated, “We found that
informal settings for conversation
were lacking (in Sun City).”

RCSC Director Dorothy Hirtze
echoed Mrs. Murphy’s sentimen
that establishment of anothe
Friendship Corner was a wonderfu
idea. “People like to get togethe;
and visit,” she said.

Placement of the seconc
Friendship Corner is important
according to Mrs. Murphy.

“I think it is really important fo:
people in the northern portion of th
community, who don’t want to trav
el to Oakmont,” she observed. “I'n
very pleased with this opening.”



VF  MARINETTE RECREATION CENTER

JULY 7-13, 1999 — SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT — PAGE 9

Marinette Friendship
Corner proves popular
Additional Friendship Corners considered

By MIKE RUSSO
Independent Newspapers

The resounding success of the
Recreation Centers of Sun City,
Inc.’s second Friendship Corner, at
Marinette Recreation Center, has
led to consideration of adding a
third, according to RCSC Director
Marge Murphy.

The initial Marinette Friendship
Corner, June 12, drew an enthusias-
tic 130 people, Mrs. Murphy report-
ed during last week’s Rec Centers
board meeting. That was followed
by a gathering of 80 the second
week, June 19.

“We are really happy with the
response we have received to the
Friendship Corner,” she said. “It is
going very well.”

Patterned after the initial
Friendship Corner, which was
established several months ago at
Oakmont Recreation Center, the
Marinette gathering is held 11:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. each Saturday.

“We get an average of thirty-five
people attending each week at
Oakmont,” Mrs. Murphy said.
Oakmont’s Friendship Corner is
held 10 a.m.-3 p.m. each Saturday,
which provides people an opportu-
nity to attend both sessions. “One
lady told me she attended both last
week (June 19),” Mrs. Murphy said.

Refreshments are provided at the
gatherings. “We have coffee and
cookies,” Mrs. Murphy said.

The response has been so encour-
aging, “We are looking at shifting
one of the two Friendship Corners
to a weekday, or perhaps, even
adding a third,” Mrs. Murphy said.
“We are seeking input from the resi-
dents.”

Mrs. Murphy said she has infor-
mally polled some people and

Wednesday morning seems to be
the favored time slot for shifting
one of the meetings or creating a
third session.

Establishment of settings for
informal social
interaction was
recommended
in a 1997 study
of needs of peo-
ple over the age
of 80. .

The study
was conducted
by Arizona
State Unive-
rsity’s Center of
Design
Excellence, directed by Mary R.
Kihl, Ph.D., associate dean of
research.

The report stated, “We found that
informal settings for conversation
were lacking (in Sun City).”

Social interaction is important for
people of any age but it carries spe-
cial significance for senior citizens,
especially those who may have lost
a loved one.

Through the death of a spouse,
the senior citizens may withdraw to
the sanctuary of their home and they
isolate themselves from the outside
world.

Slowly, the person may want to
again integrate into society but apart
from joining one of Sun City’s
many chartered clubs, opportunities
were rare, but the Friendship
Corners now provide an outlet for
the needed intetaction.

“It provides a place for people to
interact socially; a warm, welcom-
ing place for people to talk, social-
ize and meet new friends,” Mrs.
Murphy said when announcing the
establishment of the Marinette
Friendshin Corner.

Marge Murphy
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Rec off

By DAVID MILLER
Staff writer

An_BO-foot tower will remain
standmg over the pool at Marinette
Recreation Center at least until
Monday, when officials with the

| Recreation Centers of Sun City

>_plec:id_e whether to keep the tower,
g-alter it, or bring it down for good.

¢ Questions surround the raising of

RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN

the tower, erected last Wednesday
nd stocked with personal commu-

VF
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nications services, or PCC, equip-
ment for U S WEST Commu-
nications. While officials debate
whether to keep the looming metal
tower — to be decided at a board
preview session — they’ll also be

asking who ordered it in the first
place.

“If the board did not approve it,
how did management sign it?” asked
board Director Bud Moriarty during
a meeting Tuesday with officials
from U S WEST and Bechtel Corp.,

the construction firm that built the
tower.

“We need to know how all this
evolv_ed and what controls we’ll have
over it once it’s up,” said Moriarty.

And while officials' debate who
gave the OK to lease the $500-a-
month tower space to U S WEST,
they’ll be examining terms of a con-
tract signed last September by Jim
Warfield, Recreation Centers gen-
eral manager, and negotiated by

Chuck’ O'Day, Recreation Centers
project manager.

But while the contract reportedly
called for a 50-foot tower to go up
near the Marinette Center pool, a
U S WEST official conceded that the
company changed and raised the
height specifications, yet never in-
formed the Sun.City board.

“This is our fault,” said Rex En-
gebretson, Regional Real Estate
Manager, Wireless, with U S WEST.
“I understand the concerns. It's an

E From Al

the tower, the company deci-
ded 50 feet would not be tall
enough.

«“ps we progressed in de-
velopment work we had to
increase the height, he said.
“Fifty feet won't work in our
network.”

Board officials weren’t
happy with that answer,
however, and protested the
change of the tower’s design.

“That’'s not what we were
trying to put down there,”
said Warfield. “If we had
what we’d originally put down
there, nobody would have
even seen it.”

“We wouldn't be at this

point if it had been brought to

the whole board,” said Mor-

arity.

icials review tower contract

ugly pole, and it needs to be cleaned
up-’l

Work on the tower has been
stopped, and Engebretson said the
company is willing to do what it can
to “clean up the aesthetics” of the
tower, which could include painting
it, and removing some steps and an
antenna.

Questions about its height remain,
however. Engebretson said after ex-
amining original specifications for

» See Tower concerns, A5

Officials now plan to study
the contract, and will decide
Monday whether to attempt to
rescind it.

“If the board agrees the
tower should remain, then we
can go on and negotiate (with
17 S WEST),” Moriarity said.

Work on the tower is now
about 90 percent complete,
Engbreston said. U S WEST is
leasing the approximately 10-
foot-square space from the
Recreation Centers on a five-
year lease, he added.

The tower is one of 188
similar structures in the Val-
ley serving phone, pager and
fax machine users, said Jim
Roof, U S WEST public af-
fairs spokesman.

The board’s preview sesson
is scheduled for 8:30 am.
Monday in the Lakeview
Recreation Center board
meeting room.

Daily News-Sun reporter
Bruce Ellison contributed to
this report.
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Phone tower
at Marinette
stirs concerns

By BRUCE ELLISON
Staff writer

An 80-foot cellular phone tower
has risen alongside the pool at Sun
City’s Marinette Recreation Center
— but it isn’t clear who approved the
deal that put it there.

Bud Moriarity, a member of the
Recreation Centers Board of Direc-
tors, said he wouldn’t talk about the
tower until after a meeting with the
board. '

“You’ll have to ask the president,”
he said.

Asked . if the board approved in-
stallation of the tower, Moriarity
said, “I have no comment on that at
all.”

Helen Thiel, the board secretary
who keeps the minutes, said Monday
there was nothing she knew of in the
minutes approving the tower.

When asked who did approve it,
Thiel said, “That’s what the board is
trying to find out.” She referred a
reporter to Moriarity.

Most board members are away [‘or
the summer, Thiel said, including
President Bud Pritchett, who may
return today.

However the centers controller,
Bill Collier, said he had documents
on file approving the deal with U S
WEST, adding of the board: “I think
they do know. Maybe it’s just a mat-
ter of recalling what they did.”

Collier said “that’s about right”
when asked if the tower would bring
in about $5,060 a year, the rate of-
fered several other landowners who
had earlier talked with cellular
tower: builders looking for sites in
the Sun Cities.

Thé tower, on centers property
about 10 feet from the north edge of
the pool, and inside the complex,
holds several cellular phone an-
tennae in an array near the top. It is
easily visible for blocks, and already
has spurred fears from pool users
that it might attract lightning.

It rises from a 16-foot by 16-foot
concrete block structure that soon
will be painted a desert pink to
match the rest of Marinette's decor.

The tower, whose cost is estimated
at $100,000, is being erected for U S

WEST, according to a building per-
mit.

The tower is set on a concrete
footer that is about 4 feet wide and
16 feet deep, a worker on the site
said.

Chuck O’'Day of the centers pur-
chasing and warehousing center, is
project manager, said Eddie Miller,
the Marinette Center manager.

0O'Day did not return a call left at
his office.
~ Miller said work on the tower
began late last week. On Monday, a
crew with a cherry picker was fin-
ishing work on the metal structure
itself, while masons were busy
bricking up the base.

Miller said, “I've had a lot of calls”
about the tower — which both pool
users and nearby residents said
came as a surprise to them.

“They don’t like it,” Miller said.
“But that's the way people are, they
don't like change. You do something
new and they don’t like it.”

An on-site representative of the
contractor installing the tower said it
was one of three to be put in the Sun
Cities, and one of about 200 Val-
leywide that U S WEST was adding
for a new cellular service.

U S WEST public affairs spokes-
man Jim Roof in Phoenix referred
calls about the system to another
spokesman in Seattle, saying people
there knew more about cellular ser-
vice than he did.

But the office there referred calls
back to Roof, saying the Sun City
tower was not a project of the U S
WEST cellular operation.

Roof then said it might be part of
the telephone company's new PCS
wireless service, and promised to
see what he could learn about it, but
did not return calls by press time.

Earlier this year, the Sun City Fire
District heard a proposal from a cel-
lular builder to rent space at fire
stations for similar towers, but even-
tually decided against the deal, in
part because the towers would abut
residential areas and “not look too
good to the neighbors,” said Assist-
ant Fire Chief Steve Morrow.

oVER
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An almost-complete 80-foot U S WEST cellular telephone tower looms
over swimmers in the pool at Marinette Recreation Center in Sun City.
Who in the Centers approved the project seems open to question.



Marinette stood,

then crumbled
where Sun City grew

Long before Del
Webb gambled on a
retirement communi-
ty between the Agua
Fria and New River
channels, other men
had gambled on crops
here—sometimes win-
ning, sometimes los-
ing.

Long before Lawr-
ence Welk performed
in the Sun Bowl, fine
orchestras played in a
grand hotel ballroom
in pre-Depression
days—but the hotel
burned down.

Long before bubblers
and sprinklers
greened the golf
courses, the rivers
here ran with water
nearly all vear and
mules were hitched to
walk in slow circles so

Is could be
dug—many of them
¢tiil gurgle up clear
Waillr.

" g before Santa Fe
trains shrieked cau-
tiously past flashing
boulevard signals, lo-
comotives stopped
here to take on water
from the landmark
tank—people wel-
comed the tracks
then, now they are an
unremoveable hazard.

Long before Cadil-
lacs and Buicks, golf
cars and adult tricy-
cles watched out for
each other, children
roller-skaterd with
free abandon on
Grand Avenue—after
school or church, or
before the game on
the sandlot baseball
diamond.

Long before this was
Sun City, it was Mari-
nette.

The name rings a
bell; that’s the name
of a banquet room at
the Suntowner restau-
rant, the name of Sun
City’s newest recrea-
tion center, the name
of several clubs, the
name on a water utili-
ty pumping station on
107th off Grand. It’s
also the name of a
city in Wisconsin.

But this Marinette is
gone: it is not even a
ghost town, for noth-
ing of it remains ex-
cept a few frame
.uses which were
mo »d to El Mirage
and . ‘rprise when the
bulldozers came,

some rusting pipes
protruding from aban-
doned wells, some
bruised bits of con-
crete and rock which
may have been foun-
dations of the general
store or the supervi-
sors’ houses or other
structures from the
“hub” of Marinette,
between 105th and
100th, between Grand
and Coggins.

What happened in
those last few years to
the agricultural com-
munity that proclaims
itself with its own
spanking new post of-
fice in 1912 is a memo-
ry to former Mari-
nette residents who
scattered to Glendale,
Litchfield Park, El
Mirage and beoyond.

Marinette started out
as a copy-cat to near-
by Peoria, much like
Sun City began with
the same concept as
Youngtonw.

History repeats it-
]self. But never exact-
y.

The same year that
Wickenburg was offi-
cially named and be-
gan its “‘gold growth,”
the old Hohokam can-
als of the Salt River
Valley were being re-
built. As the possibili-
ties of agriculture in
this seemingly barren
land broadened, other
canal companies were
established and one of
these waterway devel-
opers—who had just
brought water to a
38,000-acre irrigation
district west of Phoe-
nix—went back to Illi-
nois to entice farmers
to move here.

The proposal must
have seemed economi-
cally sound, for two
wealthy residents of
Peoria, Ill., purchased
the land and water
rights and the town of
Peoria, Arizona, was
born in the late 1800s.
By the early 1900s,
Peoria farmers were
prospering in cattle
and starting to experi-
ment with cotton, a
crop the Indians had
cultivated successful-
ly.
This potential im-
pressed a business-
man from Marinette,
Wis., twin city of Men-
ominee, Mich., locat-

ed on Lake Michigan’s
Green Bay.

Like so many Wis-
consin towns, Mari-
nette was named from
Indian legend—a Men-
ominee princess. Per-
“haps this was a charm
to R.P. Davie, who
bought and leased
acreage between the
Agua Fria and New
River on either side of
the Vulture Road—the
“grand avenue' be-
tween Phoenix and
Wickenburg and the
prospering Vulture
Mine beyond.

This land differed
from the Peoria devel-
opment however, in
that there were no
modern canals ex-
tending out here from
the east.

So Davie hired a cou-
tractor with 200 mules
to clear the entire
area between 99th z id
111th avenues of ‘he
mesquite and sa =
brush, then drilled
wells by mule-powt¢
In 1912, Marine =,
Arizona, became otfi-
cial.

Perhaps because he
had no experience in
cotton-growing, Davie
did not turn to this as
a cash crop.

Some historical ref-
erences note that he
gambled on sugar
heets and lost because
the soil wouldn’t
produce a sweet
enough beet. Whatev-
er the reason was for
his failure after in-
vesting so much mon-
ey and time in the
land, he sold his hold-
ings in 1920 to the
Southwest Cotton Co.,
a subsidiary of Good-
year Tire and Rubber.
They, too, gambled
with this land at first,
trying to cultivate
Yuli, a type of sage-
brush whose roots
produced a white
sticky substance the

company believed
could form a rubber-
like base for a type of
synthetic tire.

Mrs. Mandy Durand,
a Marinette resident
as a child who moved
to Glendale and then,
at retirement, to Sun
City, remembers:
seeing these bushes in
1928 when her family
the Monreals of Phoe-
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1. came to establish

1n the mercan-
iile = re in Marinette.

. a$ planted from
.vevada Avenue north
to Grand Avenue. I
learned later that an-
other tire and rubber
company had planted
the bush in an area
sougt of Tucson and
lost an estimated $14
million on the ven-
ture.”

But Southwest Cotton
knew cotton.

They planted more
fields, dug more wells
and administered the
“eompany compound”
at Marinette from the
main offices in Litch-
field Park.

Thus, Marinette nev-
er had a chance to
grow as Peoria had.
She could not even
hecome a second-
place stopping point
for travelers between
Phoenix and Wicken-
burg and points be-
yond, for most trains
and travelers rested
in prosperous Peoria.

Cince all of Mari-

e’s population
ed for Scuthwest,
was a town of

.+ * and sweat—a
; ctive contrast to

the 2Mexican-
o leans were not
transient laborers
since cotton was hand-
picked from mid-July
to the last part of
May. There were cele-
brations for baptisms,
marriages, Saints
Days; there was mu-
sic and dancing, espe-
cially in the *‘tent ci-
ties’ which clustered
around the scattered
wells.
The town itself expe-
rienced an influx of
people in the mid-'30s,
as folks from OkKkla-
homa, Arkansas, Mis-
souri and Texas des-
erted the Dust Bowl
and bent their backs
with the cotton gin-
ning operation.
(The gin was located
where the Sun City
Medical Building is
now.)
But, ironic as it
sounds, progress
stopped Marinette
again.
in 9356, the ranch
wai sold to the J. G.
Co., also of

Litchfield Park and
the old Georgia cotton
family—with the
know-how and fresh
money—replaced the
mules and field work-
ers with machines.

The crops flourished
but the people dwin-
dled. The gin and its
operation was trans-
ported to Litchfield
Park; sections of the
land were subleased;
crops diversified into
lettuce and alfalfa.

World War I
brought destiny to the
area, but not in the
form of renewed pros-
perity for Marinette.

In 1941, Del Webb’s
construction company
was awarded the con-
tract to build Luke Air
Force Base and,
though it would be
only speculation
whether or not Webb
even noticed the dusty
wide spot in the road
called Marinette by
its remaining 25 post-
war residents, some-
thing of its potential
for other than agricul-
tural use might have
remained.

The land had water,
a main railroad li
and a main highw y
which led right i "
(and out of) the c
tal city of Phoenix.

In 1955 when You
town and the conc:pi
of a retirement ¢ -
munity caught . he
public’s eye, the Mari-
nette that R.P. Davie
had hoped would pros-
per was only a shell of
his vision.

And the impact of
synthetic fibers in the
commercial market
was not giving that
shell much warmth
for hatching in the
eves of the Boswell
Company either.

Yet the circum-
stances, the specula-
tion, the ideas came
together, and in 1959,
Boswell released the
acreage to Webb who
fertilized the land be-
tween the Agua Fria
and New River dry
beds with slump
block, asphalt, nails,
glass, and talent—and
there emerged some-
thing even more strik-
ing than the mythi z!
Phoenix bird, the very
real Sun City.




