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Posse chief testifies before panel |
studying crime against elderly

City Tuesday night after the hear-

By Be
Gaze!ta coﬂrryespon ent

Eldon Page, commander of the
Sheriff’s Posse of Sun City, ap-
peared Tuesday in Washington,
D.C., before the House Select
Committee on Aging, which is
studying crime against the elderly.

One of four members of a panel,

Page described the volunteer pos-
se’s efforts in reducing crime in the
Sun City area.

Page was called to the Capitol by
tf{h?\l ?Jfﬁce of Rep. Matthew Rinaldo,

Rinaldo, with Edward Roybal, '

D-Calif., is introducing legislation
to create an office within the

" Department of Justice to coordi-

nate federal crime prevention and
victim assistance efforts, spe-
cifically relating to the elderly. The
bill officially is called Elderly Crime
Prevention and Victim Assistance
Act of 1985.

The consolidation of information
about these efforts “makes sense to
me,” Page said on his return. “It
means there would be one source

‘where law enforcement and other

agencies could seek statistics on

these crimes. Information about

Scenics

resources available also would be
found there.”

Page, who had been notified two
months ago to “be on the ready” for’
the Washington appearance, flew
there Monday and returned to Sun

Eldonage tefied on elderly
crime.

-
-

ing in the Cannon Office Building.

Y
]

The operation of the local sher- |
iff’s posse was detailed by Page in
.the hearing, which was open to the .
public “and a lot of television :

cameras.”
He described the training pro-

-grams for posse members and the -
various ways in which they serve .
the community, including neighbor-
hood watch, home security checks, |
operation identification for com- :
mercial businesses and awareness

projects.

The posse serves as a patrol for

about 70,000 homes a year, Page

testified, and logs 184,000 miles by |
.car each year. Foot patrols are
‘added in shopping centers and high -

1it.imetz, he said.

Singing on tap :
Two hundred and fifty Sun -

traffic areas during the holiday

Cities singers and musicians will
entertain rec card holders and their |
guests twice this Sunday in Sundial

. Auditorium, ‘
The “Sun City Song Sampler” ==

See ® Scenics, NW-C

-~ —_
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un Citians celebrate
home security

‘Block Watch

events draw
thousands

By MIKE GARRETT
and IAN MITCHELL
Daily News-Sun staff .

It was party time in the Sun Cities
for Block Wateh's Gala Light Up
Night Tuesday. _

‘It also served notice that the party
is over for would-be burglars in the

n Cities.

'SuAt least 50 to 60 neighborhood
parties of 20 to 40 people each were
going in the streets of S.un City,
Sheriff's Posse of Sun City com-
mander Bill Ellsworth said. ‘
“"Another 18 known parties involving
500 to 550 people celebrated the gqla
‘event in Sun City West, said Sun City
West home security officer and Light
. Up Night coordinator Merle Bodme'.

Both sheriff’'s posses were out in
full force patrolling Sun Cities:
streets to hand out posse brochures
and answer residents’ questions on
how they can better protect their
fieighborhoods from crime. _BIock
Watch is neighbor helping n_el_ghbc_)r
by observing suspicious activity in
the area.

1“1 was really impressed with the
enthusiasm and attendance at the
seven parties I attended,” said Dep-
uty' Ron.' Greth, Maricopa County
Bheriff's - Department ' block waftch
coordinator.

witQur residents accepted it real
well with- a variety of activities,”
Ellsworth said. “Our posse members
ahswered a lot of questions.”

z'“We were real happy with what we

saw,” Bodine said. “Three of the
parties involved people who wanted
to set up a neighborhood Block
Watch and we had a lot of people
asking about our R.U.0.K. and home
security programs.” g i
Greth noted statistics showing that
since July 1991, the Sun Cities have
seen a 50 percent reduction in resi-

dential burglaries, which he largely
attributes to thé hundreds of neigh-
borhood block watch programs
launched in the past two years.

“We have had no crime at all in
Sun City West in January and so far
in February,” Bodine said.

The 30 residents attending the
Greystone Drive Block Watch party

near 147th avenue in Sun City West
gndicated they haven't had any crime
in their neighborhood since forming
a Block Watch in October 1991.

Started by posse members Don and
Rheta Slawson, the Greystone Block
Watch now involves 20 houses and 40
people who consider themselves
“one big happy family.”

-

Block Watch captain Frank Zim-
mermann is responsible for telling
his neighbors when they have left
their garage doors open. All names,
addresses and phone numbers are
kept on a resident’s home computer
and house keys are exchanged dur-
ing the summer vacation months,

“We take good care of one an-
other,” said Rheta Slawson.

“The. block captain and others all
know who is gone,” said Don Slaw-
son.

“These are the greatest bunch of
people and this is the friendliest
neighorhood I've ever lived in,” Dan
MacLean said.

Group members say they often get
together for Christmas parties and
other social functions so everybody
knows everybody else.,

The Greystone party was visited by
posse members Sgt. Carol Thornton
and Les Rufolo and later by Bodine,
Jack Lewis and the nationally known
crime-fighter dog “Mr. MecGruff.”

At John and Shirley Lines’ block
watch party in the 10500 block of
Oakmont Drive in Sun City, 102-year-
old Ellamarie Krenzien ate dinner
with her neighbors.

Krenzien, a Sun Valley Lodge
resident, . can remember when she
didn’'t have many neighbors, moving
to Sun City in its founding year, 1960.

“There were only 20 people when
we moved here,” Krenzien said.
Members of the Sun City Sheriffs
Posse awarded Krenzien a° deputy’s
star before they moved on to the
next Block Watch picnie.

In the 10900 block of Saratoga
Circle, Mel and Esther Canty’s picnie
attracted more than 20 block watch-
ers.
“Everyhody is just thrilled to do
this,” Esther Canty said.
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Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun
Sun City Posse member Bobbie Hadley demonstrates how the Care Trak

works at the Sundial auditorium Tuesday morning. The system is used

for Alzheimer's patients who may wander away. A battery operated -
transmitter is worn by the patient and the antenna is used to track the

signal from the device.
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Safety ‘trak’

Posses offer free tracking system

By GINGER SCOTT-EIDEN
DAILY NEWS-SUN

A Dbattery-operated radio trans-
mitter, no bigger than the face of a
watch, could be the difference be-
tween officials tracking down a
missing Alzheimer’s patient in a
matter of minutes as opposed to
hours.

The wristband transmitters are of-
fered to residents by the Sheriff's
Posses of Sun City and Sun City West
for only the cost of monthly battery
replacements — about $8. ‘

However, officials said, few are
taking advantage of the devices.

Of the approximate 25 to 30 wrist-
bands available between the two
posses, only six are in use, said Lt.
Ray Harkey of the Maricopa County
Sheriff's Office District 3, which
serves the Sun Cities.

“The biggest problem is people are
embarrassed to use it,” said Bryan
Foley of the Sheriff's Posse of Sun
City.

Care Trak is a tracking device that
can locate a wanderer for up to 3/4
mile on the ground and two miles by
air. The system consists of a set of
wrist bands with small transmitters
that are worn by the patient and a
radio receiver used by searchers.
The posses purchased the $225 unit
with donations they received.

The main receiver is kept at the
District 3 Sheriff’s substation so it is
available 24 hours a day. Wristbands
are available at the posse buildings,
and each transmitter has its own
frequency.

The Sheriff’s Office and the posses
have had the Care Trak system for
about a year and a half, and officials
said they hope to increase the pub-
lic’s use of the transmitters.

“A-tot of people don’t like the size
of the bracelet,” said Bobbie Hadley
of the Sun City Sheriff's Posse.
“They're ashamed and they don’t
want people to know.”

But the device can be made less
obtrusive, Hadley said. She sugges-
ted wearers put a small photo of a
family member or a picture on the
top of the wristband to make it seem
more personal. The tracking device
can also be fastened on a belt
buckle, tucked in a fanny pack or
hidden somewhere on the person.

“It’s whatever that person feels
comfortable with,” Harkey said.
“Whatever they’'ll put up with.”

The bands can only be removed by
cutting them off, Harkey said. The
batteries are replaced once a month
by an official with Sunshine Services
or another organization, who re-
moves and refastens the bracelet.

“But if they want it off badly
enough, they’ll get it off,” said Har-
key, adding that one of the qual-
ifications for receiving the device is
to show that the person is going to
willingly wear it.

Sheriff’s officials have yet to track
a lost Alzheimer’s patient with Care
Trak, Harkey said. But, he said, it's
nice to have the system available.

For information on the Care Trak
system, call the Sheriff's Posse of
Sun City at 972-2555 or the Sheriff’s
Posse of Sun City West at 546-1018.

—
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THELMA HEATWOLLE

SUN CITY — aricopa County

sheriff's office has gained a helping aim
in this retirement community through
the organization of a Sun City Sheriff’s
Posse. ) ;
Fifty men and four women have been
sworn in by Sheriff Paul Blubaum. Mere
will be given the oath Tuesday and oth- .
ers are being processed for posse ranls.

Posse commander Marvin Vandera
said the goal is to have a posse member
in every block in Sun City. .

The posse, he said, will function as ¢
‘{elerrent to thieves and burglars. A call

posse is activated by sheriff

system will be established so thal pusse-
men can be pressed into service rapidiy.

_ Blubaum, speaking Wednesday night
at a meeting atfended by wives of posse
members in the Western Savings and
loan Greecnway Terrace Branch,
stressed the need for cilizen involvemenl

~.in law enlorcement.

“I am excited about what is happen-
ing in the avea of volunicers,” Blubaum
said, “In the eclection campaign 1 prom-
ised lo make elfective use of volun-

leers.”

He told Sun Citians they were nhot
alone in the effort.

DECEMBER 7, 1973

/

“There are 15 different volunleer
groups serving in the county,” the sher-
ilf said. “It appears thal nationally we
have the most active groups of cilizen
volunteers among counly organizalions
in the country.”

Blubaum said the Sun Cily group is
unique.

“Besides being available to the sher-
iff’s office in the traditional posse
mode,” he said, “they are working very
closely with the county Civil Defensc
program.”

Vandera, a retired U.S. Navy caplain

Continued on Page B-22 /

-

ic O ~ Friday, Dec. 7, 1973

B&’Z The Arizona Republ

Mrs. Grace Haas and P
Sherilf Paul Blubaum a

More

K dbout Sh

. «Continued from Page

r

Who “worked in intellj
.said plans are for the
;be used in local ho
rérgencies, traffic
fires," in times of §lood, explo-
,f};on or whenevef the sheriff
o)

A T

ants the possg’ activated,

1 Helmets wilf' be' obtdined to

ﬂintify easfly members at
: g‘grgqncy scences.

/s i
riff’s posse

" Vandera said that from in-

dications he did not feel it
would be difficult' to get- 200
. posse members. Others inter-
-ested in the community organ--
.ization may contact him, .1
Members meet twice a
~-month and receive training in
such facets as traffic and civil .
disturbance control. Some al- |
ready are qualified in that
_area, Vandera said. wd

_.

. “l.lepuhlic Dhﬁlo by Nve Leatham
osse Cap_t. Marvin Vandera, center, chat. with.
t Sun City lesse swearing-in ceremony.

/



Posses perform vital functions in Sun Cities

Photos by Mark Henle/The Arizona Republic

Sun City posse member Hugh Vick checks a door of a house while performing vacation watch patrol, one of the posse’s many duties.
Posse members also patrol, direct traffic when needed, organize Block Watches and check the welfare of elderly residents.
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By Ryan Konig
The Arizona Republic

SUN CITIES — Even at 78 years of
age, Hugh Vick is still faster than an au-
tomatic garage door.

He proved that recently as a member of
the SherifT’s Posse of Sun City, respond- -
ing to a call that a garage door had been
left open at a vacationer’s home. To pre-
vent a burglary, Vick decided to close the
garage door. But that meant pushing a
button inside the garage and then racing
outside before the door closed.

Vick saw humor in the challenge: “I
might be 78 years old, but I'm still faster
than a garage door.”

The humor wasn’t lost on the neighbors
who had gathered near the driveway. As
Vick’s door-closing mission was success-
fully completed, the small crowd greeted
him with a round of applause.

“Perhaps | should get a medal for
this,” he joked.

Vick was just performing one of the
numerous duties of the Sheriff’s Posse.
He is one of 180 retired residents who
volunteer time in the Sheriff’s Posse of
Sun City. And 220 retirees are serving in
the Sheriff’s Posse Sun City West.

Posse members in both retirement com-
munities are the eyes and ears of the Mar-
icopa County Sheriff’s Office, patrolling
the streets in squad cars, reporting crimes
and suspicious activity to the Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

But posse members do much more than
that, said Lt. Jack Lewis, a spokesman for
the Sheriff’s Posse Sun City West. Posse
members in both communities often:

* Check on the welfare of elderly resi-
dents and call for medical assistance,
if needed.

* Help organize Block Watch pro-
grams, as well as seminars on per-
sonal and home security.

* Direct traffic at the scene of car
accidents.

* Assist sheriff deputies on special
programs, such as the patrols of shop-
ping mall parking lots during the holi-
days.

The Sun City West posse also has a
program in which illegally parked cars
are given warning tickets.

“Through that program, we have
virtually eliminated illegal parking in
the community during the past two
years,” Lewis said.

The posses also take part in pro-
grams to check on the homes of resi-
dents who leave town on vacation.
The volunteers make sure all doors
and windows — and garage doors —
are locked and secure.

“I believe it gives people peace of

VF (B L1
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Saturday, January 9, 1999

es, ears

Duty officer Bob Warren conducts the 7 a.m. briefing for members at the Sheriff's Posse of
Sun City headquarters.

mind to know that we're checking on their
homes when they’re away on vacation,”
said member Muriel Talcott, who moved
to Sun City in 1982 and has been a posse
member for about two years.

“Being a posse member really is a fun
way to serve the community.”

The posse programs for the Sun Cities
are funded entirely through private contri-
butions. And that includes their headquar-

— Please see POSSES, Page 6

-

Edna Rolle, a master sergeant in the Sun City
posse, explains the situation to Alex Brown
during a medical emergency.

FYl
Volunteers needed

The Sun City and Sun City West posses
are always looking for men and women to
volunteer as members.

Volunteers generally are asked to devote
20 hours a month to help keep the
retirement communities safe.

Duties include street patrol, radio

dispatching, vacation watch, patrol car

maintenance, building maintenance and
helping to organize Block Watches.

The two posses are funded through
private contributions, and they always
welcome donations.

For more information about volunteering
or donating, contact:

* The Sheriff's Posse of Sun City,
10861 Sunland Drive, Sun City 85375.
Telephone: 972-2555. Contributions can
be mailed to: Sheriff's Posse of Sun City,
PO. Box 6, Sun City 85372.

For non-emergencies, residents can
contact the Sheriff's Posse of Sun City by
calling 972-2555. For emergencies, call
911.

* The Sheriff's Posse Sun City West,
20450 Stardust Blvd., Sun City West
85373. Telephone: 584-5808.
Contributions can be sent to that address.

For non-emergencies, residents can

contact the Sheriff's Posse Sun City West by
calling 584-5808. For emergencies, call
911.

My
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Posses begin holiday shopping center patrols
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Holiday season is busy time for thieves

By MIKE RUSSO
Independent Newspapers

Christmas brings visions of sugar
plums dancing through the heads of
children, merchants enthralled with
the sweet sound of the cash register
tallying more sales and a time for
Jjoyous shoppers to be extremely
wary.

The business community is not
the only segment of the population
salivating at the prospects of a pros-
perous holiday season. Criminals
are also gearing up for a busy few
weeks leading up to Christmas.

Ne'er-do-wells look forward to

the season much like children await-
ing the arrival of Santa Claus.
Shoppers hurrying about with their
minds focused on the next
Christmas present to be purchased
make easy prey for the miscreants
trolling shopping center parking lots
searching for the catch of the day.

With that in mind the Sun City
and Sun City West Posses lend a
hand to the beleaguered Maricopa
County Sheriff’s Office deputies
and municipal police departments to
help patrol major shopping centers
in the northwest Valley.

The two posses lend their support
to patrol the Arrowhead Towne

Center in Glendale, the largest shop-
ping center in the area, and they also
cruise the shopping centers in their
respective communities.

Lt. Jack Lewis of the Sun City
West Posse noted that crime does
increase during the holiday season,
especially crimes of opportunity.
“There are pickpockets out there
who prey upon elderly people who
are moving along slowly; not aware
of their surroundings,” he warned.

The majority of the crimes are
perpetrated by nefarious denizens of
the dark, though some have become

See B PATROLS, Page 3

Shopping safety tips

Some safety tips offered by the Sun City and
Sun City West Posses to help ensure a safe
and pleasurable holiday shopping experience:

» Be alert when exiting a store. Be aware of
your surroundings. If you feel as though some-
thing is wrong go back into the store and ask
for an escort to your vehicle.

* Be self assured. Walk with conviction. Try
not to appear lost or disoriented.

* Have your keys in your hand as you

approach your vehicle, then you will not have |

to fumble in your pockets or purse upon reach-
ing the vehicle. This reduces the criminal's
window of opportunity.




quite emboldened and will attempt
to commit their crime during broad
daylight.

Lt. Lewis offers some sugges-
tions to help avoid being a victim.

“Walk with conviction,” he said.
“Be aware of your surroundings.”

As you approach your vehicle,
you should have your key handy so
there will be little delay in entering
the safety of the vehicle.

The keys. placed between your
fingers, can also be used as a
weapon to fend off a mugger’s
attack

“Check under your vehicle and
in the back seat before entering, to
make sure there is no one hiding
there who could rob you,” Lt. Lewis
advised.

In order to protect your purchas-
es, Lt. Lewis suggests placing your
parcel in the trunk, out of sight of
roving eyes.

“If anyone notices anything out
of the ordinary, they should return
to the mall and seek out Posse per-
sonnel to accompany them back to
the car,” Lt. Lewis said.

The Sun City West Posse began
its patrol at Arrowhead Towne
Center last week and provide the
same service from 5 to 11 p.m. Dec.
13, 14 and 21.

“We will have three cars, with at
least one person each, patrol those
days,” Lt. Lewis said. Also, on Dec.
22, the Sun City West Posse will
provide security at the mall for two
shifts, 1-4 and 4-11 p.m.

Plans are still being made for
group's patrol golf car of Sun City
West's shopping centers in golf
cars.

Sun City, because it has a larger
force and is located closer to
Arrowhead Towne Center, will han-
dle a few more shifts than their Sun

City West counterparts.

Patrols by Sun City personnel of
the northwest Valley's largest shop-
ping center began Dec. 6, according
to Lt. Will Box, Sun City Posse
operations officer.

Sun City Posse members will
provide security in the mall’s park-
ing lot from 5 to 10 p.m. Dec. 8, 9,
15, 16 and 20, Additionally, Sun
City Posse officers will handle a
double shift on Dec. 23 — 1-6 p.m.
and 6-11 p.m.

The posse began its patrols of
Sun City's shopping centers earlier
this week and will continue until
Christmas Eve, according to Lt
Box. .

Two people and one patrol vehi-
cle will make the rounds of the
shopping centers from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Dec. 12-18 and Dec. 20-
24,

Shopping centers include are
Grand Center, east and west, Sun
Bowl Center. east and west,
Thunderbird Plaza. LeRhone, east
and west, Greenway Terrace, Bell
Camino, Promenade, Sun Shadow
and Campana Square.

“The two people assigned to each
center will do a combination of foot
and vehicular patrols.” explained
Lt. Box.
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New commander trades partying for posse

By Brent Whiting
The Arizona Republic

SUN CITY — He finds posse
duty a great replacement for the
life of drinking and partying.

“The posse has filled a void
for me,” said Will Box, 73, a
nearly four-year member of the
Sun City Sheriff’s Posse. “It has
given me a renewed purpose in
life. 1 hardly ever drink any-
more.” :

Box will get plenty of service
opportunities next year.

He has been -elected as the
group’s commander for 2000, a
job that demands long hours of
hard work and concentrated ef-
fort.

Dave Kaemmerer, the posse’s
current commander, as well as
former leaders of the more than
170-member group said they ex-

pect outstand-
' ing things from
Box.

“He's been
my operations
manager, onc

of the pivotal
positions in the

P R posse, and he
€k has done an ex-
Will cellent  job,”
Box Kaemmerer
said.

Eileen Weber and Irv Dennis,
both former commanders, agreed,
saying Box has the background
and experience to lead the volun-
teer group forward in the coming
year.

Box, a former resident of
Castro Valley, Calif.,, moved to
Sun City about 10 years ago after
retiring from a long career in both

the military and private sectors.

A World War Il veteran and
retired sergeant major, he had 42
vears of active duty with both the
the Army and the California
National Guard, where he helped
direct military police operations.

He also worked as a meat
cutter for Safeway and as secre-
tary/treasurer for Local 120 of the
Butchers Union in Oakland.

Box’s wife died before he
moved to Sun City, and he said he
found a lot of time on his hands.

“l guess 1 ran around and
partied a lot,” he said. “And I did
plenty of drinking. But eventually
I got to thinking that I really
wanted to do something else for
my life.”

In April 1996, he joined the
posse and has since enjoyed what
he calls the joy of posse service.

“It’s so rewarding to help the
senior citizens in Sun City,” Box
said. “When you do something
for some older people, they just
can’t thank you enough. It makes
the work so worthwhile.”

Recruiting and training will be
top priorities next year, he said.

In addition, the posse will be
kept busy directing traffic for a
number of activities as Sun City
celebrates its 40th anniversary as
a retirement community next year.

One of these events, now
scheduled for mid-2000, will be
what is expected to be the world’s
largest golf cart parade.

Box was challenged for the
commander post by Wylie Hauk-
land and Wally Hoop, two posse
veterans. The election results

SHERIFFS POSSE, SUN CITY

Tuesday at posse headquarte:.
Sun City.

Also elected were four new
people to the posse’s 16-member
board of directors, Ed Olberding,
Lois Goetz, Elaine Manucci and
Bob Warren.

The posse, which operates under
the auspices of the Maricopa
County Sheriff’s Office, conducts
neighborhood patrols and other
crime-prevention programs, such
as Block Watch and a watch of
homes when residents are on
vacation.

Posse volunteers also perform
other functions, including traffic
control at accident scenes or
crowd and traffic control at other
events.

were announced during a me“\
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Gearing up for their patrol

From left, Lts. Dave Cody and Wylie Haukland of the Sheriff's Posse of Sun City will'be keeping an eye on the
community from behind their handlebars. May 1 marked the beginning of a joint venture between the posse and the
Maricopa County Sheriff’'s Office to provide a bike patrol unit in the Sun City area. Eight posse members recently
received 10 hours of basic lralnmg in bike patrollmg

Posse patrols take to the streets

By JULIA DE SIMONE
Independent Newspapers

The Sheriff’s Posse of Sun City is
wheeling its way into the area.
keeping an eye on the community
this time from behind handlebars
rather than a steering wheel.

May 1 marked the beginning of a
new bike patrol unit in Sun City —
a joint venture between the Sheriff’s
Posse of Sun City and the Maricopa
County Sheriff’s Office.

“It’s a way to make the posse and
sheriff’s department more visible to
the public,” says Commander John
Evans of the Sheriff’s Posse of Sun
City.

he’s also been anxious for the big

day to arrive.
“I'm ready,”

waiting.”

Sgt. Dave Low of the sheriffs

He says eight of his organiza-
tion’s members recently received 10
hours of basic training in bike
patrol.

The sheriff’s department has
seven bikes for the new unit.
Patrolmen on bikes can cover a mile
within three minutes, he says.

Each 24-speed bike costs $1,100.
Five bikes were donated to the sher-
iff’s departument by the Sun City
Posse. The remaining bikes were
donated by a local bike shop and
service organization.

Although still in the planning
stages, lwo posse members and two
deputies are expected to patrol the
community together. The number of

he says. “I've been says.

Sgt. Low says an ultimate
Arizona will be enduring the

797 - I

bike patrolmen on call and the fre-
quency of their patrol will vary
according to need.

“Since this is so new, we're work-
ing the bugs out.” says Lt. Schulz of
the Sheriff’s Posse of Sun City.

Lt. Dave Cody, one of the posse’s
bike patrolmen, says he was looking
forward to the first day of his new
volunteer job.

“We really hope to just get a little
closer to the citizens and just make
our presence known,” he says.

Lt Wylie Haukland, a posse vol-
unteer and Lt. Cody’s partner, says

See WM BIKE PATROL, Page 3

there, but with the bikes 1hev Ldll
ride around for 10-15 minutes.” he

test in
sun

department says the idea of the bike
patrol is not a new concept. Police
departments nationwide are using
the bikes as another method of
crime prevention,

“They can be uscd for a number
of different purposes.” he s says. “To
meet the puhlu (and) hlllt‘!d-r\_-' sup-
pression.”
it HJH Schulz of the Sun C ity
Sheriff's s Posse adds that bike
patrolmen have an advantage over
patrol cars: time.

“They (the patrol cars) can't sit

while patrolling the streets,

“Ldon’t know how well we'll
handle 100- degree weather.,” he
says.

e

Posse officials say they hope to
increase the number of bike patrols
in the future,

“As we gel going, we'll find more
and more uses,” says Cmdr. Ev vans.

The Sun City Posse s currently
recruiting new members for all
facets of the department.

For more information call 972-
2555.
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I Sun City's opening week-

;s end saw 237 homes sold at a
= value of $2.5 million. By the

end of the first month, 400
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homes had been sold.

Posses round up 10,000 calls

By BOB BUSHNER

Staff writer

SUN CITY — To say the Sheriff's
posses of Sun City and Sun City West
help ease the strain on the duties of
Maricopa County Sheriff's deputies
is an understatement.

During the months of May and
June alone, the volunteers in the two
communities answered more than
10,000 calls, posted more than 6,000
vacation watch hours and totaled
almost 7,000 hours patrolling the
streets.

Lt. Jack Lewis, public information
officer for the Sun City West posse,
noted that during May and June of
this year, his group provided assist-
ance to more than 250 injured or
sick people, while Sheriff's deputies
assigned to the area responded to
only 10 similar calls.

“These numbers clearly show that
our posse is supporting the Sheriff's
office to the fullest within our capa-
bilities, allowing the limited number
of deputies to carry out their re-
sponsibilities as peace officers as
needed,” Lewis said.

“We are making an impact, be-
cause then the officers don’t have to
spend the time in this area on many
of the calls we answer.”

During May and June, Sun City
West and Sun City posse members
performed more than 200 welfare
checks, while deputies responded to
four. . Posse members investigated
more than 100 suspicious person or
vehicle calls, while Maricopa County
deputies were called out on 10.

And while deputies were called
out to four dozen traffic accidents
during May and June, posse mem-
bers’ assistance at the accident

scenes allowed the deputies freer
rein to investigate the mishaps ~
making their jobs easier and less
time consuming.

“We know that there is a shortage
of deputies for the large District 3
geographical area, so we're glad we
can help out — and it doesn’t cost
the state or county any money,”
Lewis added.

Eileen Webber, commander of the
Sun City posse, agreed.

“We're happy to provide these
services, because it gives us an op-
portunity to put something back into
the community,” Webber said.

“I've been at this for more than 10
years, and the support we get from
the people is fantastic. And it makes
you feel good about your efforts
when the people say, ‘Hey, we like

you guys, we're glad you're out there
for us.' "

Capt. Phillip Babb, commarder of
Maricopa County Sheriff's District 3,
said the services provided by the
posse are invaluable.”

“With the manpower I've got,
there's no way we could provide the
kinds of services the posse does,”
Babb said. '

“They do the vacation watches and
welfare checks we can’'t. When they
answer calls, they evaluate the situ-
ation, and if a deputy is needed, they
back off and call one in.

“When they respond to those calls,
that allows the deputies to stay on
the road, investigating cases and
focusing on their law enforcement
work.”
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~ Arpaio commends posse volunteers

By BRUCE ELLISON

“Staff writer

SUN CITY — Maricopa County
Sheriff Joe Arpaio honored vol-
unteers in sheriff's posses in Sun
City and Sun City West at an awards
ceremony Friday night.

A Sheriff's office lieutenant from
Peoria, Penny Babb,
who commands the
general in-
vestigations unit,
received a sheriff's
commendation for
her work.

Cited for contrib-
uting 2,407 hours of
volunteer time to the
Sheriff's Posse of
Sun City last year
was Dave Cody,

Cody
last year's com-
mander of the posse.

A former commander, Bert Brosius
of Sun City, who now volunteers in

trafning programs, was honored for
. contributing 2,071 hours last year.
The volunteer hours of each man

" amount to about a 40-hour-a-week

job.

Brosius also was honored as posse
member of the year in his posse,
Special Forces.

Robert J. Zandier of Sun City West
was cited as posse member of the
year in that community, while Leroy
Gilbrech picked up the same award
in Sun City. Zandier is personnel
officer; Gilbrech is in charge of traf-
fic.

About 800 law enforcement officers
and their family members attended
the catered dinner affair in Sundial
Auditorium, which one official called
“the biggest turnout I have ever seen
at such an awards ceremony.”

It was the 19th year in which the
sheriff's office conducted such an
event.

Among regular sheriff's deputies

and employees cited were those who
responded and helped deal with the
derailment of an Amtrak train near
Hyder last year, a sabotage incident
that injured more than 100 people
and taxed to the ultimate the re-
sources of the sheriff’s office.

Several individual deputies were
honored for bravery and exceptional
service, as were a handful of citizens
who assisted deputies in trouble.

Babo was described as the woman
whose division “handles the most
complex and violent crimes in-

vestigations.”
“Under her leadership,” the cita-

tion said, “the division has success-
fully solved many violent crimes,”
including helping to catch a man
now awaiting trial in connection with
the shooting death of Department of
Public Safety officer Bob Martin on
State Route 87, the Beeline Highway,
last year.

Babb’s expertise “has had a posi-

tive impact on the citizens of Mari-
copa County, and shows the highest
professional standards,” Arpaio said.

In remarks opening the four-hour

session, Arpaio lauded his staff and
deputies for the personal popularity
which surveys show he (Arpaio) en-
joys.

“The approval ratings aren't for
the sheriff; they're for the sheriff's
programs,” Arpaio said.

“How do you get the programs ac-
complished? It's you,” he -told his
crew, “You are the staff and em-
ployees and volunteers who make
the programs work.”

“There’s one good thing about this
sheriff. You can’t fire this sheriff,
The politicians can’t fire this sheriff.
Only the people can fire him, and
that's great, that’s the way it should
be,” Arpaio said, “because it means
the politicians leave us alone.”
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Top gun

Sun City posse honors
85-year-old volunteer

By TOM EVANS
Daily News-Sun staff

She may be small, but she carried a big gun.

Dorothy Olmstead was honored last month for
her 20 years of service with the posse. She has
served in a number of positions, including lieu-
tenant in charge of communications, patrol officer
and master sergeant in charge of the Vacation
Watch program.

The 85-year-old was the first female posse
member to carry a gun. But not just any gun — a
.38 caliber pistol. That's a large gun for someone
not even 5 feet tall. She carried it on patrol until
about seven years ago when she ended her pa-
trols.

“(Other posse members) would be sort of puz-
zled,” she said. “They would just look at me when
I was carrying 1t and say, ‘Do you know how to
shoot it?" "

Part of her interest in the posse stemmed from
a curiosity about firearms, she said.

“I knew that some of them (posse members) had
guns and I thought that if I was going to be in the
posse I wanted to be around shooting,” she said.

So one afternoon at the shooting range, she
gave it a try. She was surprised with the results.

“I fired and said, ‘It didn’t knock me over! So I
went back and kept practicing,” she said.

Before retiring in 1974, she worked in Chicago
for an investment counseling firm, an experience
she said helped prepare her for her time at the
posse.

“I was always very observant then of what was
happening,” she said. “I was a secretary and
treasurer, so we were supervising people’s money
portfolios. You just get a training to where you
want to protect people.”

Olmstead said another factor that made her a
better posse member was her upbringing on an
Illinois farm.

“lI grew up in a family where we were very
honest,” she said. “I can’t understand the way

people aren’t honest anymore.”

She learned about the posse from a posse
member, and thought she might enjoy the organi-
zation. She joined the posse six months after
moving to Sun City in March 1974.

Olmstead never fired her gun in the line of
duty, but helped patrol the streets of Sun City
until seven years ago.

She then confined her volunteer dutxes to the
Vacation Watch desk where she is in charge of
organizing the posse’'s program to check homes
while residents are on vacation.

“I liked all of what I was doing,” she said. “It
was interesting doing the patrolling, and when I
got older the other things kept me busy.”

One of her favorite stories comes from her
patrolling days. One time on the beat, she saw a
group of suspicious-looking men on the side of

Dorothy
Olmstead has
volunteered
with the
Sheriff's Posse
of Sun City for -
20 years. The
posse honored
the 85-year-old
recently for her
service.

o . >
Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun

the road. Because she was in a patrol car, the
men drove off.

“They seemed sort of bothered because I was in
a patrol car,” she said.

Thley drove back onto a busier street, where
sheriff's deputies, who had pursued and lost them
a few minutes earlier, got back on the trail and
apprehended them for a erime committed in the
area.

“These young men had gotten away from the
deputies, and I didn’t know what I had done,” she
said. “You're doing things when you're on patrol
and sometimes you get involved before you know
what you're getting into.”

Olmstead said she has no plans to leave the
posse anytime soon and credits the posse for
making her retirement more enjoyable.
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Sun Citians hold sense
of safety, study says

By JULIE LARSON
Daily News-Sun staff

One things for sure, Sun Citians
aren’t wringing their hands fearing
for their safety or worrying about
crime.

That is one of the preliminary
findings of a study being conducted
by an Arizona State University West
class on “Criminal Justice Research
Methods.”

The class of 45 students chose to
do its semester project on a study of
Sun City residents attempting to find
out their feelings about crime and
their sheriff's posse.

“In law enforcement they (senior
citizens) are traditionally overlooked
and that's why the class chose to do
the study,” said James Lasley, asso-
ciate professor of justice studies in
the Human Services Programs at
ASU West. “We wanted to explore
some of the main crime concerns
that are typical of the elderly and
see if Sun City has those concerns or
if they’re a special community.

“They (the students) were fully

expecting to find them (Sun City
residents) afraid and reclusive —
typical stereotypes of the elderly,”
Lasley said. “They were shocked to
find it was totally the opposite.
These people are not afraid of
crime.”

Lasley said less than 1 percent of
an estimated 450 Sun City residents
interviewed said they are af‘rald of
crime

“The rest are confident and have a
tremendous sense of safety,” Lasley
said. “They seem to be resistent to
the typical elder fear of crime. They
seem to feel very safe — that goes for
women, men and those living alone.
They’re doing something right.”

When the students conducted the
personal interviews with the resi-
dents in various areas of Sun City,
they also found “overwhelmingly that
they strongly support the posse,”
Lasley said.

“They are very confident and feel
very comfortable having the posse
out to serve and protect them,” sald—
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A.S.U. Wesf student John W1sfuber left and associate professor James
Lasley are surveying area residents on their feelings about sheriff's



Researchers to share results 'wiih AARP

—From Al
John Wistuber, student
spokesman for the project.
Wistuber -added that the
residents “would like to see
police work more closely with
people. They want more in-
volvement. with the Maricopa
County Sheriff's Office. They
want to be able to voice their
concerns to the sheriff's office
and what they think could be
done better to protect them.”
The class started the study
in mid-January and will

complete it by the end of

April. The students will re-
cord the results of the study
and offer them to interested
Sun Citians. :

The class also wants to give
the findings to the research

“branch of AARP “to show that

Sun City has some benefits
that other communities could
model themselves after,” Las-
ley said.

Lasley, who worked for
several years as an adviser to
the Los Angeles Police De-
partment on developing
community policing projects,

said that department also is
“very interested in Sun City
and -its. posse because they
want to create a citizens
police force modeled after the
posse.”

The study also is a pilot for
an institute in ASU West
Human Services that will
specialize in community out-
reach programs like the one
being done in Sun City, Lasley
said.

“The mission of this campus
is to develop programs that
will benefit the community,”

Lasley said. “The students
thought Sun City would be one

‘of the best places to focus

their talents and use their
knowledge to benefit the
community.

“The class decided to adopt
Sun City so that they could do
them some good. We wanted
to bridge the gap between our
students and Sun City, and the
study is just a small piece of
what we can offer them. We
really want to contribute to
the community.”



SCW Posse assistsVial of Life

By TRACY CHARUHAS
Daily News-Sun staff

Information to save your life can
be as easy to get as a can of pop in
your refrigerator.

Sun Health Auxiliary has formed
an alliance with the Sun City West
Posse and other Sun City West or-
ganizations in promoting and dis-
tributing starter kits for a program
called Vial of Life.

The kit contains a plastic bottle
or vial suitable for storage in the
refrigerator. Medical information
placed in the vial may be obtained
by a paramedic in an emergency.

“This is an easy, quick way for
paramedics to gain access to in-
formation in case of an emergency,”
said Jean Stahl, director of vol-
unteer services at Del E. Webb
Memorial Hospital.

Sun Health Auxiliary has been
involved in the program since 1980.
The auxiliary supplies the vials
which contain personal health in-
formation forms. The forms, to be
filled out by the participant, list any
allergies or medical problems and
prescription and non-prescription
drugs information.

“The auxiliary has been doing
this for a number of years. With the
help of the posse and other organi-
zations, the program is getting more
visibility,” Stahl said.

In addition to the health infor-
mation form, the starter kit con-
tains two Vial of Life stickers to be
put on the front door of the resi-
dence and on the refrigerator door.
Paramedics will be able to identify
the members of a household as Vial
of Life participants by spotting the
orange sticker.

Don Schorg, captain of the Sun
City West Posse said this program
is needed because most people are
unable to provide crucial health

.information when they are in the

middle of a medical emergency.

“We had a 911 call last week
where the man was having trouble
breathing. How can you provide in-
formation when you’re gasping for
air?"” Schorg asked.

“A lot of time the spouse of the
patient can be pretty shook up. It's
hard for them to think clearly in a
situation like that,” Schorg said.

He and his wife, Dorothy, who
also is a member of the posse, were
on a 911 call last week when the
Vial of Life program came to mind.

“We thought, Sun Health has this

‘This is an easy, quick
way for paramedics to
gain access to information
in case of an emergency.’

Jean Stahl
hospital official

great program that could save lives
and no one really knows about it,”
he said. “We decided to get the
posse involved in promoting the
program.”

“Just having the vial could pro-
vide the paramedics with several
more minutes to save the patient,”
said Lt Bob Bailey, executive of-
ficer for the Sun City West Possg.

The Sun Health Auxiliary is a
volunteer organization that pro-
vides a number of services, in ad-

dition to sponsoring fund-raisers
for Walter O. Boswell and Del E.
Webb memorial hospitals.

Sun Health Auxiliary is paying
for the cost of the starter kit with
money from the auxiliary fund. The
kits may be obtained at Sun City
West organizations such as the
Property Owners and Residents
Association office, 13815 Camino
Del Sol, Sun City West, the Sun City
West Posse, 20450 Stardust Blvd.,
Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital,
13902 Meeker Blvd., Sun City West
and at the Sun City West thrift
shops.

The vials are also available in
Sun City at Walter 0. Boswell Me-
morial Hospital, 10401 West Thun-
derbird Blvd., and the Olive Branch
Senior Center at 10765 West Peoria
Ave.

The form in the starter kit also
has spaces for a person's family
physician and hospital preference.
It should be filled out legibly and
be updated on a regular basis, Stahl
said. ) .

The forms have been approved by
nurses and other emergency room
health care workers in the com-
munity, Stahl said.

For more information, visit one of
the participating organizations or
call Sun Health at 876-5432.
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Capt. Don Schorg and Lt. Bob Bailey of the Sun City ~ Auxiliary’s Vial of Life program. The vials store

West Posse prepare starter kits for Sun Health  medical dita in the patient’s refrigerator.

‘We thought, Sun Health has this great program that could save
lives and no one really knows about it. We decided to get the posse
involved in promoting the program.’
' Lt. Bob Bailey
executive officer for the Sun City West Posse
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Retirees are no over-the-hill gang:
Sun City posse willing, able to help

By Lourdes Medrano Leslie
The Arizona Republic

The menacing shadow of crime and the ills of
old age keep Jack Best on his toes.

Once a week, sometimes more, Best jumps into
a patrol car and scours Sun City’s squeaky-clean
neighborhoods for signs of illegal activity.

What he usually finds is a fellow retiree who
needs urgent medical care or someone who wants
a little company or a shoulder to cry on.

“It’s not about chasing robbers and speeding.
It's about helping people,” explained Best, a
bespectacled, wiry man with a quick pace.

At 78, he puts in more than 130 hours a month
on various duties for the Sun City Posse.

Best said his involvement with the posse served
as an antidote for his own grief and loneliness
after losing his wife of 42 years, Sophie, to cancer
more than a decade ago.

“It gave me something to think about other
than my recent loss and my self-pity,” he recalled,
puffing on another of a string a cigarettes.

“It was better than any medicine that I could
get.”

Like Best, many retirees who join the volunteer
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— THIS POSSE, from page A |

posse soon find themselves spending
less time relaxing and more tracking
down “911" calls and doing crime-
prevention work.

For the past 20 years, the west
Valley retirement community has
been safeguarded by the posse, ini-
tially by residents who worked out of
their homes and patrolled in golf cars
to deter crime.

The posse now operates around the
clock from a $1.2 million building
that rivals any police precinct with its
state-of-the-art computer equipment,
its own communications center, and a
dozen fully equipped patrol cars that
can easily be mistaken for those of the
Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office.

Through donations, residents will-
ingly foot 100 percent of the $200,000
annual budget.

The Sun City group served as a
model for its neighbor, Sun City West,
which has operated a posse for 15
years.

“I trust them,” one longtime Sun
City retiree said of posse members.
“They’ve been to my house several
‘times for illness. It gives you a feeling
of security to have them around.”

Just as armed men on horseback
were crucial to the taming of the Wild
West, the Sun City group has become
«an invaluable tool in modern-day law
‘enforcement. But unlike the territorial
posse of yesteryear, even those volun-
‘teers who choose to pack a pistol are
barred from dealing with violent
crime. They cannot make arrests or
issue traffic tickets, either.

Working under the jurisdiction of
the Sheriff's Office, posse members
soon will wear uniforms that more
closely resemble those of deputies.

The posse has various divisions, a
ranking system much like that of the
Sheriff's Office, and a disciplinary
group. A governing board sets policy,
«and a commander implements it.

. The 185-member posse assists dep-
iuties and paramedics in such calls as
'medical emergencies, missing-person
~reports and traffic accidents.

. It also checks on the welfare of
«residents who live alone, rescues
\stranded motorists, and watches up to
*22,000 homes of vacationing retirees
.each year. Some members have been
‘known to chase javelinas out of
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Before starting his patrol, volunteer Chuck Gillette (left) talks with Arnold
Asterino, leader of the 185-member Sun City Posse.

residents’ yards. _
Posse leader Arnold Asterino, a

jovial and energetic 74-year-old, said
demand for his small army of
volunteers to perform outside Sun
City has grown since Sheniff Joe
Arpaio began beefing up countywide
posses. )

Those moves have been praised for
helping people feel safer but criticized
as a publicity stunt that could get the
county into legal trouble if a posse
member shot someone or got hurt.

The retirces and other volunteers

were assigned to patrol Valley shop-
ping centers after a series of carjack-
ings in December. o

They also provided extra security n
the 1991 investigation of the Buddhist
temple massacre that drew a horde of
reporters and curious onlookers to the
scene west of Phoenix.

Asterino, who volunteers at least 40
hours a week to the posse, said the
group’s strength lies in its ability to
deter crime and serve the unique
needs of its community of about

— Sce SUN CITY, page AlS




‘Sun City posse proves
willing and able to help
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45,000.
_ The posse is never. short of
‘volunteers, even though it frequently
- loses members to old age, illness or
~death. In the lobby: of its spacious
roffices, the names of deceased com-
~rades grace a plaque on the wall. Last
«year, it was nine. The year before, 13.

»~ The posse accepts the losses as a
~fact of life and aggressively recruits
volunteers to counteract the high
/turnover. There is no age limit to
become a posse member, but there are
-several requirements applicants must
-meet.

All aspiring posse men and women

.must be in reasonably good health,
have a good driving record and no
criminal background. Since many
~retirees leave Sun City during the hot
~summer, the posse requires that its
“members be permanent residents. And
: they must be U.S. citizens.

= Volunteer Lois Goetz, 64, finger-
. prints and photographs applicants and
.-forwards all pertinent information to
. the Sheriff's Office for a background
~ check and final approval.

" Goetz, a grandmotherly woman
~who has fun in her work, said all
“recruits undergo 72 hours of training
.that includes cardiopulmonary resus-
icitation, first aid, traffic control,
*defensive driving, and search-and-res-
~cue techniques.

© They also must go on six “confi-
‘dence rides” with an experienced
. patrol member before they are allowed
“to patrol on their own. Everyone must

SUN CITY’S BEST

AT A GLANCE

The Sun City Posse has
been safeguarding the retire-
ment community for 20 years:

»” Residents entirely fund
the non-profit group.

»Based in a $1.2 million
building in the heart of Sun
City, it operates on a
$200,000 annual budget.

» There is no age limit to
join. The oldest member is 86,
the youngest is 56.

¥ The posse is barred from
dealing with violent crime. It
cannot make arrests or issue
traffic tickets.

»¥ Members may carry a
gun, but they cannot use it
unless ordered by a Maricopa
County sheriff’s deputy.

do at least three patrols and attend the
posse’s governing-board meeting each
month.

Members have the option of carry-
ing a gun but cannot do so until they
receive about 100 hours of additional
training, including 56 hours in firearm
courses, from the Sheriff's Office.
Volunteers are forbidden to draw their
guns except under direct orders from
a sheriff’s deputy.

Eldon Page, 77, is one of 10 posse
members who pack a gun. He said
he’s never fired his 9mm handgun
while on duty because Sun City
volunteers “just don’t get into those
kinds of situations.”

Best and his partner, Rudy Popiela,
once responded to five calls in a
four-hour shift. Popiela, 77, never
drove faster than 25 to 30 mph, his
attention riveted to the neat rows of
home condominiums in search of the
right locations. Map in hand, Best
directed Popiela to three medical
emergencies, a house burglar alarm
that went off and a minor fire.

In one of the medical emergencies,
a man had collapsed in a business
office, and it was the job of the two
men to clear the way for paramedics,
find out whether the patient’s spouse
had transportation, and reassure her
that she could count on the posse.

Best and Popiela later tried to help
a woman who had locked herself out
of a red Buick parked in a fire zone in
front of a grocery store.

“Sometimes I wish we could ticket
people,” Best said, shaking his head.

The pair offered the woman a ride
home because they didn’t want to
fiddle with the electronic door locks,
but she declined.

On a coffec break, Best and Popiela
remembered some of the people
they've met while on duty. The
woman who leaned on Best’s shoulder
and cried after he told her that her
husband had passed away. And the
agitated Alzheimer’s patient who had
lived for years in Sun City but insisted
on going home to Chicago — until
Popiela started talking to him in
Polish.

“Some of the things we deal with
are heartbreaking,” Best said. “But we
got a job to do, and we do it.”
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Newspaper clippings trace high points in existence of the
Sun City Posse, which is celebrating its 20th anniversary.

Ex-head remembers
when posse began

By IAN MITCHELL
Daily News-Sun staff

As the Sun City Posse cele-
brates its 20th anniversary
this year, one local resident
has a special reason to be
proud.

Marvin VanDera was the
first commander of the posse
and served in that elected
post for four years as the or-
ganization grew.

When VanDera was elected
posse commander in 1973
there were about 50 men, but
only four women, in the
posse’s ranks. Today’s 190-
volunteer force includes 47
women in uniform.

VanDera said he is in favor
of husband-and-wife patrol
teams.

“When they go out on pa-
trols they don’t spend a lot of
time talking — ‘Where are you
from?’ and ‘How many kids do
you have?” VanDera said.
“When you're out with your
wife you don’t have to waste
time talking, with all these
questions.” ‘
" The first posse patrols op-
erated without the benefits. of
police radios. VanDera said
some posse members used
walkie-talkies, but when they
traveled beyond the radios’
limited range, they had to rely

on a less glamorous commu-
nications option.

They used pay phones.

“Everybody had to make
sure that they had money, that
they knew where the phone
was,” VanDera remembered.

Today’s posse relies on a
sophisticated radio. system
that operates on a UHF fre-
quency similar to cellular
phones.

In the early years, the posse
didn't even have its own pa-
trol vehicles — just large
magnetic signs bearing the
posse name and sheriff’s
badge.

“We used to slap those on
the side of the car,” VanDera
said. “We used to use our own
cars.”

The magnetic sign turned a
private car into a posse ve-
hicle, said former commander
Jack Sorenson.

“And each time they went
off-duty, they would have to
give it to the next guy,” said
Sorenson, who keeps track of

.the group’s history.

...The..Sun City Posse will
celebrate its 20th anniversary
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday
with an open house at its
headquarters, 10861 Sunland
Drive.




Posse op¢

By IAN MITCHELL
Daily News-Sun staff

The name “posse” may con-
jure up images of the Old
West, but Sun City’s sheriff
volunteers patrol the retire-
ment community riding in
squad cars, not on saddled
steeds.

Sun City’s crime fighting
force, celebrating its 20th an-
niversary this year, is on duty
nearly around the clock.

Posse members patrol the
streets of Sun City for all but
one or two hours a day,
Commander Bill Ellsworth
said.

On the lookout for anything
suspicious or unusual, posse
members may also call in to
headquarters to report some-
thing as simple as an open
garage door.

They will wait while their
dispatcher telephones the
homeowner, since open gar-
ages doors are invitations to
thieves, posse member Jack
Sorenson said.

One of the posse’s most
popular crime-fighting pro-
grams is the Vacation Watch

The Sun City Block Watch
program, another posse crime-

prevention project, is co-

sponsored by the Home Own- ...
ers Association with help from

the Condominium Chairmen’s -

Association and the Recrea-
tion Centers.

There are almost 450 block
watches in Sun City, Ellsworth
said. “People in Sun City have
accepted the program and are
enthused about it.”

Posse members are often
called to help the sheriff be-
yond the local area, Sorenson
said. “Anytime there’s a mur-
der outside of Sun City, they
will ask us to set up a crime
scene.”

Posse members will keep
the perimeter of an area

where a crime ocurred secure

so that evidence is not dis-
turbed, he said.

Sorenson, a former posse
commander, reeled off a list
of other posse services.

There’s the R.U.O.K. (“Are
you OK‘?") system, operated

with the Youngtown police,
which calls people who live
alone and alerts authorities if

e;ratl
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Or the simple service of
guarding the house of a widow
or widower while they attend
their spouse’s funeral.

Ellsworth recalled one eve-
ning when he was on patrol
and a call came in from a
worried woman. Earlier that
day, the woman had men-
tioned in a public- place that
she was going to be alone that

evening, and she was con-—

cerned that someone might
have overheard her. |
Ellsworth stopped by the
house and visited with the
woman, and posse members
drove by to check on her
house throughout the night. -

“The lady was so much|
relieved and calmed ... there|
is no way you could put a!
money value on it,”” he said.

Even such small gestures
can help make Sun City resi-
dents feel safer, Ellsworth
said.

“It’s just the feeling of se-
curity that they get from it,”
he said. “I think that’s prob-

ably our biggest contrlbutlon
to Sun City.”
Sheriff's Lt. Ed Shepherd

who works in community ser- ‘;-
vices coordinating operations 1%

with the county’s 40 different .

posses, said the volunteer

groups make a big difference.

Although posse members .
don’t make traffic stops or ar-
rests, Shepherd said their -
contributions — organizing !
crime prevention programs, -
directing traffic and per- -
forming other valuable public
services — free deputies for :

patrols and investigations.

Shepherd said he got a good
feeling when he thought of the
all the work performed by
volunteers in the sheriff's
posse.

“I don’t know what to call *

it,” he said. “You know when
you salute the flag? That kind
of feeling. An extraordinary
feeling.”

1

4
|
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on up-to-date |

service. Posse members make
regular checks on the homes

£ L P

no one answers the phone.

of Sun City residents away for ~Or high;:l Tag-A-Tot %rogram, — Sun City s crime fi f'ghtmg for -m;;t,l g
the summer: in which posse members pe- LTI
Ellsworth said there were riodically help out with fin- Su20th anaiversary this year o8 rly

gerprinting children so that
parents will have an identi-
fying record if their child is |
lost or missing.

28,774 homes participating in around the clock. &

cation Watch program
last y®ar, up 24 percent over
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lans to plug in to

new radio system

By IAN MITCHELL
Daily News-Sun staff

A new radio system, announced at
Tuesday’s membership meeting of
the Sun City Posse, should solve the
group’s communications problems.

Dean Timmerman, lieutenant of
the posse’s communications division,
said the posse’s current VHF radio
system has trouble reaching areas
north of Union Hills Drive.

Posse members inside buildings
also sometimes lose communication,
Timmerman said.

Then, there’s the problem of inter-
ference. -

Last summer, posse members
heard strange voices on their radios.

“We could hear them, and they
could hear us,” said Timmerman.

The voices told posse members to
get off the radio.

But the speakers weren't spectral
spirits from beyond; They were mere
mortals — from Connecticut.

“It was the Danbury, Conn., police
department, reaching us full and
clear,” Timmerman said.

The Danbury police operate on the
same frequencies used by the Sun
City Posse.

Timmerman blamed the commu-

mcatlons mix-up on sun spots, which
sometimes . affect VHF radio com-

' munication.

Thé UHF radio system announced
TueSday will operate at a frequency

~ in the 800 megahertz range.

Timmerman . said the new fre-

: quency, in a band used for cellular
: phones, would solve many of the
. posse’s communications problems.

' sions, avhich | ‘operate ‘at thesame’
frequency throughout a conversation,

“They will prov:de us’with much
better coverage,” said Timmerman.
Unhké cellular ‘phone transmis-

the posse’s new radio system will
automatically switch frequencies
every millisecond, Timmerman said.

This new technology will prevent

people with scanners from listening |
to posse radio broadcasts.

“Even if you've got the exotic
scanners, which cost about $500, you

“still wouldn’t be: able to monitor our

transmission,” said Timmerman.

The UHF frequency, combined
with two or three new repeater -sta-
tions, will extend the radio system’s

range and help eliminate inter-
ference.
“With this new system we are

jumping from the 19th century into

the 21st in terms of commu-
nications,” said Bill Ellsworth, posse
commander.

The posse is soliciting bids from
three vendors for the system, Tim-
merman said.

Two competing brands of radios,
from General Eleetric and Motorola,
are being considered, he said.

Timmerman said the posse would
buy about 16 mobile units for patrol
cars, 20 hand-held portable units and
two base units for the station. He
said he didn’t know how much the
new radios would cost or when they
would be installed.

Wednesday, Feb. 3, 1993



Sun City Posse member Dean Timmerman talks into
a posse radio. The two radios on the car are among

Rick D'Elia/Dally News-Sun
the units the posse is evaluating before purchasing a
new radio system.
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Neighborhood watches
help block crime in SC

‘Residents see eye fo eye!
on crime stopping effort :

By JACQUE PAPPAS
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — The number of
block watches in Sun City are
growing by the day and resi-
dents such as Eck Sellars are
helping the communitywide ef-
fort flourish.

Sellar’s neighbors know him
as Mr. Block Watch.

He is responsible for starting
27 block watches in the southern
portion of the community and is
helping organize 16 more.

Sellars’ zeal for the block
watch effort began more than
two years ago when he and his
wife, Margie, decided to start a
program in their own neigh-
borhood.

Encouragement of his friend
Floyd Welander, a block watch
proponent since 1978, Sellars
decided to walk door to door
asking his neighbors to partici-
pate.

“I've always wondered why
there weren’t more visible block
watches in the area. Crime has
been getting so rampant that
someone had to do something.
We live at the southern tip of
Sun City and it just looked like
we were vulnerable,” Sellars
said.

After Sellars organized his
own neighborhood block watch,
he called on other neighbors to
“recruit more organized crime
stoppers’ in Sun City.

“I went house to house to find
people who were willing to or-
ganize their block. I just kept at
it and at it and finally it started
paying off,” Sellars said.

He has taped a quote by
Seneca to his block watch folder:
“He who does not prevent a
crime when he can, encourages
lt."

Homes throughout the neigh-
borhoods where Sellars has
helped start block watches dis-
play ‘“block watch” signs in
their windows provided by the
Maricopa County Sheriff's Of-
fice. Some neighborhoods have
metal street signs.

“All the organizers are very

§
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proud of themselves and thé
people in the area are really¥
tickled,” Sellars said. “To my -
knowledge we haven’t had any
problem with crime since thls\
started. But the first benefit was
that our neighbors have become ;
more neighborly. We all know|
each other.” ’

Block watch programs en-:
courage residents to observe-.
unusual noises or activities m.
their neighborhoods, keep an eye :
out for each other and report'
observations to the police.

Sellars said he encourages
anyone who does not have an
active block watch in their
neighborhood to call the Sum
City Block Watch Steering
Committee.

The committee organized in
December and has been calling
on local residents to volunteer as
block watch coordinators for
their neighborhoods.

The Sun City Home Owners
Association, Recreation Centers
of Sun City, Sun City Con,
dominium Chairmen Associ-
ation, Sun City Posse and
sheriff’s office are jointly spon-
soring the program.

Those interested may call the
HOA at 974-4718.

Merlen Ferguson, chairman of
the effort, said there are 300 tq
350 block watches in place now,
in Sun City.

“The people are getting more
and more interested. By the fall
I hope we will have two times as
many as we do now,” Ferguson
said. “Things have been going sd
well lately that the sheriff's of
fice has not able to keep up with

bE]

us.

The Sheriff’s office has pro-
vided signs, information and
training to residents interested
in started a block watch in their
neighborhood.

Sheriff’s Dept. Ron Greth, whq
is helping coordinate the block
watch program in Sun City,
conducts classes every couple of
‘weeks to train residents and en-
courage them to get their
neighbors invalved

OVER
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Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun

Eck Sellars, known as Mr. Block Watch to his neighbors, helped organize several block watches in Sun City over the
peers outside the front window of his home. Sellars has past two years.
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Vaahov ‘watches

“"eeﬁ

eye out for trouble

e o

Sun Citians makmg plans to
depart for their summer vaca-
tion ‘homes are reminded to
make contact- -with their' home-
owners associations,
and :their"block watch- captains
before leaving.

All groups say that the time
residents spend on making va-
cation watch contacts can help
ensure that their homes will be
safe ‘and 'sound upon their re-
turn.

Both the Sun City and Sun
City West Sheriff’s Posses offer
vacation watch cards for resi-
dents to fill out with basic vaca-
tion information.

The cards let the patrolling
Posse know if a light will be left
on in the house, if a car is left in
the carport and who to notify in
an emergency. The card also
makes note if a house key has
been left with a neighbor and
whether utilities have been dis-
connected,

The Sun City Home Owners
Association and the Property
Owners and Residents Associ-
ation .offers vacation checklists
for residents planning to leave
for summer vacations.

Some are obvious hints like
discontinuing all daily. services
like newspapers and mail, not
leaving an ‘empty garbage can
out front or valuables showing
in a window or not maintaining
yard landscaping. -

Sgt. Keith Moore of the Dis-
trict 3 sheriff's substation said
one way of giving a home the
appearance of still being oc-

; _,:..; }c&pled ‘%‘fﬁ’o

the Posse -

park his or her car in your
driveway or open carport. .

Del Webb's Product Control
Department (546-5090) also has
a checklist and helpful hints
booklet for Sun City West resi-
dents on how to maintain
household appliances and uti-
lities during a summer of in-
activity.

Posse members and District 3
Sheriff’s substation deputies will
be patrolling Sun Cities neigh-
borhoods all summer armed with
the vacation watch cards on who
is gone for how long.

Moore said up to four Sheriff’s
cars are on patrol at all times in
both Sun Cities in three 8-hour
shifts.

Deputies are supported by a
sergeant and a lieutenant during
each shift and reserves are
called in when needed, Moore
said.

Posse-sponsored block watches
in both Sun Cities can also be
excellent deterrents to crime,
Moore said.

‘With 350 organized block
watches involving 10,000 to
12,000 people, Sun City has the
largest block watch network in
the state and possibly in the
country, says the
County Sheriff’s Office.

The block watch concept en-
courages neighbors to watch out
for each other. Neighbors are
encouraged to contact police if
they notice something out of the
ordinary taking place in th~ir
neighborhoods.

Dixon Wightman, president of
the Sun City Home Owners As

e nﬂbw

Maricopa .

e
socmﬁmn sglcf gﬁook Watc§ is a !
major selllng point “of living in
Sun City when residents know a
neighbor will watch their vacant
home.

Wightman said the Sun City
rec centers and their employees
have recently joined block watch
to better keep an eye on strang-
ers or anything unusual around
the centers and surroundmg
neighborhoods.

“We don’t have specific statis-
tics yet on how effective it has
been from a crime prevention
point of view,” Wightman said.
“But we definitely have a strong
feeling about its effectiveness
from the interaction we hear
about between neighbors. There
have been many reports from
people who now know their
neighbors but didn’t before their
block watch was organized.”

Wightman said HOA would
like to see at least half of all
Sun City residents and neigh-
borhoods covered by block watch
programs by Jan. 1.

Merle Bodine, home security
officer of the Sheriffs’ Posse of
Sun City West, said Sun City
West now has 829 homes in 39
block watch neighborhoods.

“Because of recent burglaries,
residents are .calling the Posse
daily (584-5808) for information
on home security and block
watch,” Bodine said.

Dick Schiefelbein, commander
of the Sun City Posse, said up to
12 cars will be patrolling Sun
City during any 24-hour summer
day, including four each during
the morning and night shifts.

OVER
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) Mike Garrett/Daily News-Sun
‘Sun City Sheriff’s Posse Deputy Pat Kelly enters information from vacation watch cards into
a computer. The data is used by the Posse to keep tabs on the homes of vacationing
residents. '
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Sun Cities posse work extends

beyond retirement communities

By JACQUE PAPPAS
Daily News-Sun staff

Many people think of the Sun City
Sheriff's Posse as community-minded
volunteers who keep their eyes on golf
car traffic and do vacation watches.

But the duties of the Posse’s 185
members go well beyond directing traf-
fic and responding to residents’ calls for
assistance.

Quite often, in fact, their duties ex-
tend far beyond the Sun City bound-
aries, said Richard Schiefelbein, posse
commander. -

In 1991, for example, Sun City Posse
members were involved in providing
security at Luke Air Force Base during
Operation Desert Storm and at Wat
Promkunaram Temple following the
slayings of nine people there.

“It was an extraordinary year. Situa-
tions came up that we never ex-
perienced before,” Schiefelbein said. “It
just proves that the Posse person has to
be very versatile. They could be doing
search and rescue, CPR or traffic con-
trol all in one day.”

Schiefelbein said Posse members were
asked to help patrol the gates at Luke
Air Force Base and also patrol Luke
Elementary School after a bomb threat
was received.

“That was very exciting. We once had
to chase a person driving a car that
crashed the gate at Luke. The officer
jumped into our squad car and said ‘Go
get him!" ”” Schiefelbein said.

The person turned out to be someone
who was authorized to be on base, but
didn’t want to wait in line to have an
ID checked.

Brig. Gen. Ralph T. Browning, 58th
fighter wing commander for Luke, said
the base appreciated the support pro-
vided by the Posse during Desert Storm.

“The Posse members were in-
strumental in providing assistance with
security procedures at the Luke main
gate from the start of Desert Storm to
the end.

The Luke security force was devoting

Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun

Members of the Sun City and Sun City West posses help the Maricopa
County Sheriff’s office look for clues Friday in the murder of a Phoenix
cabdriver east of 115th Avenue and McDowell Road. Pictured from left

are, Herb Cahill, Ken Ingersoll and

all of its time to base security and,
without the assistance of the Sun City
Posse, the Luke personnel would have
been stretched very thin,” Browning
said. “It's folks like the Posse that
make living in the Valley of the Sun a
real pleasure.”

After the Aug. 10 slaying of six
priests, two young disciples and a nun
at the Buddhist temple in the West
Valley, Posse members helped the
sheriff in providing perimeter security.

On Friday, eight Posse members
helped the sheriff search for evidence in
a remote area near 115th Avenue and
McDowell Road where a cabdriver was
found dead Wednesday.

The body of 40-year-old David Lane
Lacey was found miles from where his
vandalized cab was discovered at the
edge of White Tank Mountain Regional
Park.

Harry Gippert. '

Investigators said they were checking
possible links between Lacey’s death
and the killing of Linda Reynolds, 31, a
Pizza Hut delivery driver whose body
was found April 7. She disappeared
after being lured by a phony order to a
west Phoenix home. '

In recognition of the Posse’s crime
prevention efforts, the group was given
the Posse of the Year Award for Crime
Prevention at a reception recently. The
award was for the group’s achievements
in 1991.

Last year, Sun City Posse members
volunteered 81,179 hours for a variety
of services from vacation watch visits to
welfare checks to collecting toys for
needy children.

And yes, they direct lots of traffic. In
1991, the Posse provided 936 hours of
traffic and crowd control for 46 special
events in Sun City.

“Basically we are fulfilling our pri- -
mary function of crime prevention in
Sun City and to act as the eyes and
ears of the Maricopa County Sheriff's
Office,” Schiefelbein said.

“None of these accomplishments
would be possible without the dedica
tion and hard work of our Posse mens
bers and the generous support of the
Sun City community.”

The Posse headquarters is at 10861
Sunland Drive.
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Bill Schulz of the Sun City posse looks for anything out of the ordinary
that could be a murder clue in a cotton field north of McDowell Road
and east of 115th Avenue.




Posse patrols save

sheriff time, money

By MIKE GARRETT
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITIES — Crime prevention and
helping Sun Cities residents help their
neighbors remains the prime goal of the
Sun City and Sun City West posses.

Both posses are continuing drives to
boost their 374 volunteer memberships.

“Our basic function is crime preven-
tion. Checking homes to make sure the
occupants are safe and the homes are
secure is a regular part of our routine,”
said Capt. Gil Pantea, Sun City West
Posse commander.

“This is the kind of organization
people volunteer for because they know
they will be able to help others,” Sun
City Posse Cmdr. Richard Schiefelbein
said.

Pantea said the Maricopa County
Sheriff's Office prefers to handle the
dangerous situations involving possible
arrests. Posse members frequently spot
suspicious activity they bhring to the
attention of District 3 (Sun Cities and
Wittmann) sheriff’s deputies,

Since the Sun City Posse was formed
in 1973 and Sun City West Posse in
1979, members have donated thousands
of hours reports the sheriff's Commu-
nity Services Division.

In 1991, division officials reported the
two posses volunteered approximately
140,000 hours at a savings of more than
$2 million.

The Sun City Posse has more than
152 members, a new 16,000-square-foot
building, two complete internal com-
munications systems, 12 patrol cars and
a mobile command post.

The Sun City West Posse now has
222 members, a 14,000-square-foot
building, two communications systems
and eight patrol cars.

Taking turns on patrols or at com-
mand posts as dispatchers are retired
bankers, policemen and teachers.

“Our members represent a cross sec-
tion of life,” Schiefelbein said. “Most

are either
nessmen.

Since taking over as Sun City West
Posse commander in December, Pantea
said he has seen only positives and no
negatives in terms of Posse growth and
community support.

“Recruiting is moving real well at tHe
moment,” Pantea said. “We've ex-
panded our efforts and are starting to
produce some results.”

Despite some recent retirements,
Pantea said the Sun City West Posse
has added 12 more members than it has
lost through retirement., “We still need
more people because the area is grow-
ing so fast. We have people out there
waiting to come in so whatever we're
doing, it's working.”

Pantea said he continues to work on
plans to expand the Posse building at
20450 Stardust Blvd., to meet the
community’s projected g:owth-

“It’s something that isn't materializ-
ing as rapidly as I've wanted and it
may take another four or five months
before anything becomes definite,”
Pantea said. “We're trying to define
what our role is out here for the next
three-to-five-year period.

The other positives Pantea has seen
are the organization and expansion of
the Sun City West Block Watch pro-
gram to get neighbor to help neighbor,
a greater resident demand for home
security checks and a better vehicle
maintenance program.

“I really think we've got a super
group of people working together, not
patrolling but in the support of all of
those people,” Pantea said. “I'm refer-
ring to the training groups who train
people to go into the field and the
communications areas we're using.

“There may be something negative
out there but I haven't heard about it
yet,” he said.

retired military or busi-

SHERIFK'S POSSE
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Russell Hood

DOERS PROFILE

Vitae
Bachelor's in business

Hometown

Motto

VF -

administration, Indiana University.
Indianapolis.
Valley home 5 1/2 years
in Sun City West.

Marital status Married 46

years in

September to

Audrey Hood.

Self-portrait 1aid back, easy-going, low profile.

To your own self be true.

Rearing of two very fine young men; sons
Laurence and Gary.

I would own a castle and be Lord of the
Manor.

The principles of Scouting made a deep
impression.

I listen to people. I procrastinate.

Mexican. Wine.

Old movies.

Anything that Tom Clancy writes.
Northern California. Having more than what
you need or want. ;
Taking care of yourself.

For a really rich and fulfilling life, try
volunteer work.

. posse respond on

Posse responds to community needs

By CONNIE STEELE YOUNG
Daily News-Sun staff

Capt. Russell Hood, Posse
commander, describes the
Sheriff's Posse in Sun City West

as a “community- wide block
watch.” .

The Possel
serves as an on-
going crime

prevention arm
of the sheriff’s
office. Most
other deputized

demand only to
special situa-
tions or dis-
asters, Hood said. Young

The Posse patrols Sun City
West daily. “If we see or hear
something while patrolling, we
respond,” Hood said. Usually
Posse members report their
findings to the Sheriff's substa-
tion at Bell and Dysart roads.

When patrolling, two to three
of the Posse’s nine cars will be
out on the streets at any one
time, Hood said. Patrolling Posse
answer all medical calls to assist
paramedics and the family.

“We extend a closer awareness
of what’s going on in the com-
munity,” he said. “We have no
police powers. We just hope we
make people feel more secure.”

Right now, the force needs

about 50 more volunteers. Hood
caid that BRah Antnan e am =

Did you know?

recruit hunt to add to the 198-
person Posse. Anton is replacing
Wally Holda until he returns
from medical leave.

We've. had some people
working as many as 10 shifts
each month, or about 40 hours
a month more than the 20-hour
minimum required of Posse
members, Hood said.

“The more volunteers we
have, the more cars we can field
and the more visible we are,”
Hood said.

Posse members work for their
community primarily for the
same reason given by Werner
Beyen who said, “For what I
wanted out of the community, I
wanted to give somethipg back.”

Most volunteers have no law
enforcement background, Hood
said and undergo training before
taking to the streets. Posse basic
training includes courses on the
law, first aid, cardiovascular
pulmonary resuscitation and
traffic control.

“Traffic control isn’t difficult
but the first time it scares the
heck out of you,” Hood said.

Before recruits patrol the

streets of Sun City West, they
ride all four shifts with an ex-
perienced officer.
Posse work has
abanit 17 hunchand

attracted

and  wife

teams. Another 40 volunteers
work in the receptionist area.

“If people want something to
do, we could use them in this
area too,” said Dolores Lunardi,
who works one four-hour shift
twice a month.

Posse recruits can be recog-
nized by the yellow shirt or jump
suit they're issued. Before a
class A uniform or fire arm can
be worn, the volunteer must
complete the county’s 150-hour
Second Man Academy.

The academy covers law,
emergency first aid, CPR, how to
take care of yourself and ad-
vance traffic control. The final
40 class hours focus on the use
of firearms and include range
practice.

Before they can be certified,

osse members have to score 210
out of 250 on the shooting range,
the same as DPS (Department of
Public Service) officers and
MCSO (Maricopa County
Sheriff’s Office) deputies,” Hood
said. Certification must be re-
newed annually.

Before he retired and found
his place in the Posse, Hood
worked in the computer end of
the pharmaceutical industry.

“I chased a lot of bugs but
that’s about all,” he said laugh-
ingly in Posse headquarters.

Thic Hand hac

nact wanl

worked up a sweat lifting boxes
of fund-raising fliers from his
office - floor onto a dolly and
moving them into storage. The
Posse’s annual fund drive begins
in the fall.

The Posse’s headquarters,
“really belongs to the commu-
nity” since community contribu-
tions paid for the building at
20450 Stardust Blvd., Hood said.

The building lot, in the Sun
City West Community Services
Center complex, has been leased
from the Sun City West Foun-
dation for 99 years at $1 a year.

“We're paid up,” Hood said.
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COMPUTER CENTER — G. Tweeten, treasurer of the Sun

City West Sheriff’s Posse,
processes information into the computer at Posse headquarters.

CENTER —
Don Gable is
a dispatcher
for the Sun

City West
Sheriff’
Posse.

_

NERVE °

PERFECT FIT — William Crowl, a Posse volunteer, gets fitted for a new uniform by Janice
Runyon an executive officer in the Posse.




FILL "ER UP — Commonder Russ Hood of the Sun City West Sheriff’s Posse loads bullets

into a speed loader.

?ERFECT FIT — William Crowl, a Posse volunteer, gets fitted for a new uniform by Janice
“Runyon, an executive officer in the Posse.
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‘They give people a sense of security’

Posses keep eyes and ears
open to serve Sun Cities

By Pamela Manson
The Arizona Republic

They call themselves the eyes and ears of the
sheriff.

Several hundred Sun City and Sun City West
residents put in thousands of hours each year in
local posses, working to make the retirement
communities secure and to free sheriff's deputies
for more-pressing duties.

And they do it at no-cost to the taxpayer.

“They're very good for the community,”
sheriff's Sgt. Mark Nelson said. “They give
people a sense of security.”

The posses are crime-prevention groups of
volunteer deputies operating under the guidance
of the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office. Posse
members go through at least 80 hours of
training in patrol procedures, first aid, traffic

control, communications and other duties.

Some volunteers take additional hours of
training that qualify them to carry guns.

Once they have completed their training,
posse members perform many of the duties of
sworn officers. They patrol the streets of Sun
City and Sun City West looking for suspicious
activity, handle traffic-control duties and partici-
pate in search-and-rescue missions.

They also answer emergency medical calls,
keep an eye on the homes of those on vacation
and check up on residents when, for example,
they fail to appear for a regular club meeting.

Posse members in the retirement communities
are available throughout the week, whereas
volunteers with other posses frequently are at
their regular jobs, Nelson said.

— See POSSES, page B3
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Charles Krejcsi/The Arizona Republic
Herbert Cahill, a Sun City Posse member, fills out a report after checking a vacant home during his patrol. Cahill made
sure doors and windows were locked, looked for water leaks and picked up the newspaper.

Posses are serving Sun Cities

— POSSES, from page Bl

“We hit them here for help in the
aveek,” he said. “They’re unique in
that aspect.”
© The work of the posse members
frequently lacks drama, but it adds to
the sense of caring in the community.

Posse member Herbert Cahill went
to the residence of a Sun City woman
when she failed to meet a friend one
morning. He was at the woman's
house five minutes after a posse
dispatcher received a call from the
worried friend.

The woman was there, safe and
sound, having decided to go to church
that morning.

. For Dick Schiefelbein, those types
df “humanitarian” acts bring him the
most satisfaction as a member of the
Sun City Posse.

« For example, in an emergency,
some residents are too distraught to
know what to do, said Schiefelbein,
executive officer of operations.

* “Sometimes, they're so emotional,”
ke said. “We'll make the call to
telatives for them. We'll drive them to

the hospital. We'll Jock their front
door before we leave.”

Schiefelbein added that Sun City
and Sun City West residents some-
times feel more comfortable talking to
posse members, who are closer to
them in age, than to most regular
deputies, who are younger.

Richard Baikie, commander of the
Sheriff's Posse of Sun City West, said
search-and-rescue missions are an
important part of the work. When
mentally confused people wander
away from home, it is imperative that
they be found quickly, he said.

The posses grew from groups of
residents patroling the streets in their
own cars in the 1970s to organizations
that are almost indistinguishable from
professional police agencies.

The posses operate out of modern
buildings equipped with state-of-the-
art communications equipment. Mem-
bers wear uniforms and patrol in
marked cars. With forces totaling 170
to 200 members each, the posses are
larger than many Valley police forces.

All of the members work for free.
Jack Goodrich, executive officer of

the Sun City Posse, said that members
are required to work 20 hours a
month, or 240 hours a year, but that a
few put in as many as 2,000 a year.

Baikie said that each year the
posses each put in about $1 million
worth of work. That doesn’t count the
cost of the posse headquarters, patrol
cars, equipment and uniforms. Those
are paid for with contributions made
during fund drives each fall.

Goodrich emphasized that posse
members only augment regular law-
enforcement officers, freeing them for
other work,

When posse members see some-
thing suspicious or observe a crime,
they radio the Sheriff's Office. Direct
intervention by posse members s
discouraged

Schiefelbein  said posse members
have the time to do things a regular
deputy could not.

“If we see a garage door open at
night, we'll call the resident on the
phone to tell him," he said

“We'll warn him about the possibil-
ity of having something stolen out of
there.”
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Posse rides in
as residents
leave town

By Bob Jackson
Special to Community

For many residents the arrival of 100-degree heat
means just one thing. Vacation. '

And those worried whether their belongings will be
safe while they are away, several northwest Valley
communities offer programs to safeguard homes.

In Sun City, when the mercury begins to climb
residents scramble for the cooler weather, said Dick
Schiefelbein, executive operations officer for the Sun
City Posse.

When that exodus occurs, he said, the Posse gets
busy. Real busy.

“As a matter of fact, when summer comes, our
workload increases by a whole bunch,” he added.
“Most residents look to us to keep an eye on things
while they’re gone.” ‘

Schiefelbein and the 160 volunteer members that
make up the Posse have the responsibility of keeping
Sun City neighborhoods secure. They patrol Sun City
streets, making routine home checks day and night.

The checks are performed randomly and must be
requested by residents before they leave on vacation,
Schiefelbein said. Vacation Watch cards can be
obtained at the various Sun City recreation centers,
the Sun City Fire Department, and at the Posse
headquarters, 10861 Sunland Drive.

The Sun City West Posse offers its own Vacation
Watch program, according to Posse Commander Dick
Baikie. Sun City West residents desiring to take part
in the program must complete a Vacation Watch card
aBrllddsubmit it to Posse headquarters, 20450 Stardust

vd.

Vacation Watch cards may be obtained at Sun City
West recreation centers, the Sun City West Fire
Department, the Sun City West Library and Posse
headquarters.

Posse members check doors and windows, pick up
newspapers and make a general sweep of the grounds.

“Sun City residents are quite security conscious,”
Schiefelbein said. “Most of them know to look out for
their neighbors, and they are good at reporting any
type of suspicious activity.”

Schiefelbein said that residents should not rely
solely on law enforcement officials to keep their
homes secure.

“What | recommend to residents is that they
should make the house look like its being lived in,”
Schiefelbein said. “There are simple things you can do
to give that illusion.” :

Simple precautions, such as stopping the delivery
of newspapers, having a neighbor park a second car in
your driveway or having a neighbor use your trash
containers, can make a difference, he said.

See SECURITY, Page 5
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SECURITY

It is also important to tell a
neighbor your destination, how
long you'll be gone and a telephone
number where you can be reached
in an emergency, Schiefelbein
added.

“We have found, in many cases,
that having a neighbor watching
the house, along with a few
precautionary measures, is the
best form of security,” he said.

The Sun City and Sun City West
posses also perform free security
surveys for residents who request
the service. The surveys examine
residences looking for ways to
improve security.

Sun City and Sun City West
residents wanting more informa-
tion on the Vacation Watch or the
Home Security Check, can call the
Posse headquarters in Sun City at
972-1103 and in Sun City West at
584-5808.

In Glendale, residents can take
advantage of a Vacation Watch
program sponsored by the Glen-
dale Police Department.

According to Glendale Police
Department spokesman Marshall
Downen, the department performs
an average of 300 vacation checks
per month during the summer.
Downen said residents can obtain
Vacation Watch forms at the
Glendale Police Station, 7119 57th
Drive.

“We usually ask how long the
resident will be gone, the phone
number of a friend who can be
reached in case of an emergency
and other miscellaneous informa-
tion that may be important to
officers,” Downen said.

Glendale police provide a bro-
chure containing home-security
precautions that residents may
take before leaving for vacation.

The department also performs
free security surveys on homes and
businesses. Additional information
on either program may be ob-
tained by calling 931-5500.

The Peoria Police Department
does not have a vacation watch

program, according to Peoria Po-
lice Department spokesman Sgt.
Jim Flonacher. However, the de-
partment does encourage residents
to fill out vacation watch forms so
that police officials are able to
contact out ui-town residents in
the event of an emergency.

“We are unable to check houses
because of manpower constraints,”

Flonacher said. “We discontinued
the Vacation Watch program back
in 1983."”

Flonacher added that if time
permits, the department will send
out auxiliary police officers to
make checks if a resident fills out
a vacation watch form.

“That could take place about
once per week,” Flonacher said.
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Thursday, Nov. 9, 1989 Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz.

SUN CITY — Nine years of in-

for the Sun City posse in 1989 when
it moved into a new $1.25-million
headquarters building behind Sun-
land Memorial Park cemetery. '

. The headquarters, at 10861 W.
Sunland Drive, has 12,000 ‘square
feet of building space and parking for
154 vehiclés. An auditorium seats
210. The building has special work

HEADQUARTERS — The Sheriff's Posse of Sun City Inc. moved into

a new building.

Duily News-Sun photo

areas for each of the posse’s 12 work-
ing departments.
~ Capt. Eldon Page, Sun City posse

for the new heddquarters went on for
nearly three years. Move-in started
in September 1989 and on Oct. 22,
‘the building was officially dedicated
with- the help of Maricopa County
Sheriff Tom Agnos.

@ But best of all, the new Sun City
posse headquarters was built entirely
thro donations from the commu-
nity. The posse, in fact, operates on
donations, most of which come from

vesting surplus contributions paid off ;

commander in 1989, said planning -

_Posse" boasts new home

fund drives and memorial contribu-
tions. :

Its 170 active members are all

| volunteers. The Sun City posse is

governed by an elected commander
and 12-member board of directors.
Board members serving a three-
year term are: Jim Beauchamy Bert
Brosius, George Burton, Marian
Buscemi, Ken Harrison, Eldon Page,
Jess Reed, Warren  Roeger,” John

" Sorenson, Bobbi Summers, Eileen

Webber and Lyle Wharton.

The Sun City posse was established
in 1973. Its role is to assist the
sheriff by looking and listening for
anything suspicious in the commu-

‘nity. The posse assists with emer-

gencies, directs traffic, checks on the
welfare of local businesses and con-
ducts vacation watches for home-
owners who are away.

Regular meetings are held at 9
a.m. the first Tuesday of every month
at headquarters. Anyone interested
in joining may call 972-1103.
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Open
house

700 tour new
posse building

By DOUG DUSIK
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — The community
came out in force Sunday to
tour the posse’s new $1.25-
million headquarters building
behind Sunland Memorial Park.

Between 1 and 4 p.m., more
than 700 people had signed the
guest register. The posse began
moving into the new building in
September, but Sunday marked
the dedication and first open
house.

“It’s beautiful,” said resident
Marie Seal. “It’s so much bigger
than I thought. I think we're so
lucky to have the posse in Sun
City.,,

The new posse building, at
10861 W. Sunland Drive, has
12,000 square feet of space and
boasts 154 parking spaces. An
auditorium seats 210 people and
each of the posse’s 12 depart-
ments has its own office.

The Sun City Posse was es-
tablished in 1973. Its role is to
assist the sheriff by looking and
listening for anything suspicious
in the community. The posse
assists with emergencies, directs
traffic, checks on the welfare of
local businesses and conducts
vacation watches for home-
owners who are away. The 170
members of the posse are all
volunteers.

Posse member Jack Goodrich
said the new headquarters will
provide adequate space for ex-
isting needs and any anticipated
needs in the future.

“There’s no more doubling up
now,” Goodrich said.

The new headquarters even
has a lounge area equipped with
a microwave oven, stove and
refrigerator. Outside, a car wash
sits ready to clean any of the
posse’s 12 patrol cars.

“People have told me it’s so
much nicer than our other
building,” posse Sgt. Dorothy
Olmstead said. “And it’s all
paid for — that’s what they lis-

;f_g :f)raiiy News-Sun

ten to.”

The posse has been investing
its surplus donations for about
nine years to finance the new
building. The Sun City Posse
operates entirely on donations,
most coming from fund drives or
memori=] contributiors.

Plans for the : '¢ building
have been in the works for
about three years. The posse’s
original headquarters, now be-
ing used by the local state De-
partment of Public Safety dis-
trict, was at 111th and Peoria
avenues.

“I'm impressed. It’s terrific,”
said resident Florence Meyer.

Her husband, Carl, said,
“They haven’t missed a thing as
far as I can see. I used to be on
a volunteer fire department. I

'wish we had as much as they

do.”

Most of the furniture in the
headquarters was purchased
from Northern Trust Bank. A
Sun City office is being remod-
eled and the old furniture was
available at a nominal price,
posse commander Capt. Eldon
Page said.

“Everybody is really im-
pressed with the building,”
Page said. “I haven't heard a
negative comment yet.”

Representatives from other

Maricopa County posses, the
sheriff's office and community
organizations were on hand
Sunday to tour the building and
enjoy the refreshments provided.

Page said the additional space
provided by the new head-
quarters means “that the posse
is going to be able to serve the
people of Sun City better.”

VF  SHERIFF'S POSSE - Sun Gty
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Daily News-Sun photo by Stephen Chernek

BUILDING DEDICATED — Maricopa new Sun City Sheriff’s Posse Building Sun-
County Sheriff Tom Agnos dedicated the day, 10861 W. Sunland Drive.

LM bie

COMMUNICATIONS ROOM — Dispatcher Pat Addison,
left, shows Betty Gillen of Sun City the telephone system on
the radio console in the communications room.

Dally News-Sun pholo By Slephen Chernek
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:NO ONE’'S HOME — Sun City Posse volunteer Jack
i Goodrich checks the door of a area resident’s home who is
‘on vacation. August is the month that most locals request

"vacation watch services from the Sun City and Sun City
yest Posses.
-

By JACQUE PAPPAS
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — Maybe it's the
weather, Or maybe it's that lull
before school starts.

But for some reason, August is
the time many local residents
leave the retirement community
and use posse vacation watch
services.

Members of the Sun City and
Sun City West posses say Aug-
ust is traditionally the time
when the groups are called upon
to keep tabs on people’s homes
while they go on vacation.

Norm Thaler, who heads the
Sheriff's Posse of Sun City
West's vacation “‘fatch, said the
group hit an all-time high num-
ber of requests last week with
1,900. \

Last year’s high\was 1,700

- vacation watches.

Posse on guard as

“I think the number of people
using our vacation watch keeps
increasing because Sun City
West is still growing. We added
a great number of new homes
last year,” Thaler said. “We
work toward going to every
home that sends in a vacation
card every week. The volunteers
are what make this all work.”

Thaler, who oversees the va-
cation watch with the help of
four assistants, said the program
has been growing since the Sun
City West posse was established
more than 10 years ago. ‘

He said the third week in
August seems to be when most
residents are away on vacation.

The posse also conducts a
number of vacation watches
during holidays, he said.

“Now we will start on a
downhill trend. Already we have

-~

more than 150 less this week
than last week,” Thaler said.
“But our numbers are up signif-
icantly from years prior.”

Jan. 24 was the posse’s least
active day so far this year with
97 vacation watches. By April,
the number increased to 237 and
there were 1,149 in June.

Thaler said the program is a
real benefit to residents away on
vacation.

“Vacation watch is primarily
to check homes while the resi-
dents are away. But if they do
not request the vacation watch,
then we have no way to help
them,” Thaler said. “You never
know what can happen. A house
can be burglarized, the water
could be left on or a number of
other problems could occur.”

Thaler said residents give the
posse forwarding addresses and

res'idenis take off

phone numbers so they can be
contacted if anything goes
wrong.

The posse also suggests a
house key be given to a neighbor
who is in town just in case there
is a need to enter the home.

The Sheriff's Posse of Sun
City, founder of the wvacation
watch program, also checks
homes and condominiums on a
regular basis.

Posse volunteers Jack and
Audrey Goodrich have checked"
homes for three years during
mornings when they are on pa-
trol.

“It seems that there is an
increase in the number of vaca-
tion watches we do. I think peo-
ple who use it tell their friends
about it and the word spreads,”
Jack Goodrich said.
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receive R U OK check ups
for the price of owning a
telephone.

“Not a great cost for a
service that may savc a
life,” she said.

Other speakers attending
the kick-off ceremony were:

Maricopa County Super-
visor Carole Carpenter,
Maricopa County Sheriff
Tom Agnos, Police Chief
Branham, Valley View
Community Hospital Ad-
ministrator Kendra Sabol
and Hospital Auxiliary
President Caroline Del-
bridge.

Sen. John McCain was
represented. by 2 staff
member.

Kelly Humenuik read
Sen. McCain's message of

congratulations on the pro-
ram.

“Arizona has a proud
heritage of neighbor helping
neighbor,” the senator
wrote.

Adding that the sysicm
will provide elderly in the
community with a greater
sense of security. :

Supervisor Carpenter
called the telephone check-
up “a terrific system,” and
expressed her delight that
the northwest Valley was

“first to present the program
to the public.

Area citizens and groups
donated ncarly $8,000 to
fund the program.

For further information
on the program, call the
Youngtown Police Depart-
ment, 974-3665.
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Sun City Posse
expects to build
new headquarters

Road project
to cut parking
for current site

By M.E. Saavedra
The Arizona Republic

Construction on a new building for
the Sun City Sheriff's Posse is
expected to begin early next year.

The 200-member posse may be able
to relocate by summer to the new
building, which is on a 5-acre lot near
108th and Sunland drives behind
Sunland Memorial Park, posse Com-
mander Alfred Dunn said.

The posse is a group of volunteers
that organized in 1973 to assist the
Maricopa County Sherif’'s Office in
patrolling the community.

The posse is being forced out of its
current headquarters at 111th and
Peoria avenues in Sun City because
Youngtown plans to widen Peoria
Avenue, which will eliminate parking
spaces for the organization,

Dunn said the group needs about
200 spaces to provide enough parking
for members during meetings and
training sessions.

In addition, the posse has outgrown

the building, and more space is needed -

for equipment and training for the
posse’s increased number of volun-
teers, Dunn said.

The new headquarters will be about
12,800 square feet. The posse cur-

rently has a meeting room, communi-
cations and equipment rooms and
offices that occupy 4,800 square feet.

“Everything so far is positive, and
there should be no problems,” Dunn
said recently.

Although he would not disclose
how much the posse is paying for the
property, he said the group has paid
25 percent of the purchase price and
plans to make the final payment by
Jan. 1.

The lot is owned by a Pennsylvania
corporation that owns cemeteries
throughout the nation

Dunn said he would not reveal the
purchase price for the property
because he did not want to endanger
the sale. -

In addition to the cost of the
property, construction of the new
headquarters will cost about $900,000,
which will be paid for with donations
collected from Sun City residents,
Dunn said.

Members of the posse’s building
committee are trying to change the
zoning of the” new property from
cemetery use to residential, which is
the appropriate zoning for a commu-
nity-service building, said Eldon Page,
the committee's chairman.

Youngtown Police Chief Mike
Branham said the town is considering
purchasing the building the posse will
be vacating.

Dunn said the building has been
appraised at $445,000.

L VASId
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DYNAMIC MATURITY

JULY 1975

Sheriff Blubaum administers oath to new members of Sun City Posse.

Where Citizens Help

Control Crime

More than 2,500 well-trained volunteers

aid the lawmen in this Arizona county.
by Glenn White

Crime—especially the burglary of homes—has be-

come commonplace in_atost of the nation’s quiet sub-
urbs. Federal Bureau of Investigation reports show that
burglary, larceny-theft, auto theft and strong-arm rob-
bery are increasing at a faster rate in suburbia than in
large cities. The victims are shocked that it can happen
to them, fearful and frustrated because they feel help-
less to do anything about it.

“Although I have taken new security measures,” re-
ported one such victim, “I am left with a sense of in-
security and a new reality: That lights and locks do not
a fortress make, and the only things really separating
them from me are double-paned windows. That reality
greets me each time I return home and ask myself, ‘Has
anyone been here? And at night, as I lie in bed listen-
ing to the walls creak and settle, the thought ‘Whar was
that?” no longer occurs. Instead, I now wonder, ‘Who
is that?””

A few years ago when crime came to Sun City, Ariz.,
residents took some unusual action which proved to be

10

highly effective. A retirement community 20 miles
northwest of Phoenix, Sun City is unincorporated and
dependent upon the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment for protection. The three patrol cars provided by
the Sheriff’s Department were not enough, all concerned
agreed, to keep an eye on 30,000 persons, nine golf
courses and seven shopping centers on the 10,000 acres
the community comprises. Sun City residents were casy
prey for every dope addict who rolled down the high-
way looking for something to steal and sell for a “fix.”
Vandalism and pilferage from new building sites were
also common.

The Posse Rides Again

Today, the largest volunteer posse in Arizona—250
men and women—rides in Sun City. They do not wear
spurs or carry guns. In 2-man teams, they ride in their
own unmarked cars, wear white hard-hat helmets, and
carry whistles and flashlights. They are one of 36 posses

DYNAMIC MATURITY



in Maricopa County, where the Sheriff’s Department
lays undisputed claim to the “biggest volunteer law en-
forcement program” in the nation.

Most of the members of the Sun City Posse have
unusual qualifications. Close to 50 are former police
officers. Several of its members are former police chiefs
of large Eastern and Midwestern cities. Former prose-
cuting attorneys, judges, college professors and business
executives are in the posse’s ranks. A woman expert in
communications runs the base station.

Sun Citians also have an extensive Neighborhood
Watch program. Participating homeowners keep a care-
ful watch on neighboring houses, especially when oc-
cupants are absent. If they see any suspicious activity,
they phone Sun City Crime Stop, which brings Sheriff’s
deputies to the scene within minutes. “Suspicious ac-
tivity” is not always easy to spot. One neighbor phoned
Crime Stop to report a man busily pruning shrubbery
and raking the lawn around a vacated house. Sheriff’s
deputies who investigated found not one man but two—
the second busily ransacking the house. The two “gar-
deners” later confessed to dozens of similar robberies.

The posse’s members, who maintain an almost con-
stant patrol in every section of their city, volunteer their

\ ‘ L
Blubaum congratulating new members for becoming
involved in community law enforcement.

time, and must pay $5 for their whistle, flashlight and
hard-hat. To purchase a nceded 10-unit, mobile radio
communications system, 34 community organizations
contributed to the fund. The equipment allows volun-
teers to keep in around-the-clock contact with their base
station, the Sheriff’s Department and the Phoenix
Police.

“We are a volunteer organization and our mission is
to protect,” said Captain Marvin Van Dera, com-
mander of the Sun City Posse. “We are willing to devote
our time, our cars and our gas to protect Sun City.”
Incidence of crime has dwindled. In late 1974, the
Arizona State Insurance Department credited Sun City
with the lowest burglary rate of any large community in
Maricopa County.

JULY 1975

Deputy transmits message on search & rescue mission.

The Sun City Posse and 35 other posses in Maricopa
County are under the supervision of County Sheriff
Paul E. Blubaum, 51, who heads a paid staff of 488 and
a Volunteer Community Resources Division of 2,500
men and women between the ages of 18 and 80. “Citi-
zen involvement is the key to good law enforcement,”
says Blubaum.

How can private citizens ‘“get involved” and help
with law enforcement? No thoughtful person believes
any individual should “take the law into his own
hands,” or join a band of gun-totin’ vigilantes. And no
professional lawman in Maricopa believes in the fool-
hardy heroics of the fictional Western sheriff and his
deputies. But there is evidence that people do involve
themselves in law enforcement when they see an effec-
tive way to go about it.

Maricopa County has special needs. Covering an area
of 9,226 square miles, the county is larger than the states
of Connecticut, Rhode Island and Delaware combined.
The sheriff, elected to a 4-year term, is the chief law
enforcement officer, responsible for all the unincor-
porated areas which is 95% of the county. This vast
territory has many special problems, one being that
people get lost in its mountains and desert. On the other
hand, it has some special assets, such as the old tradi-
tion of neighborly help and volunteer search parties,
even under the harshest of conditions.

Sheriff Blubaum and his professional and volunteer
staff have the same crime problems as other metropoli-
tan areas—and, according to FBI statistics, more crime
to contend with. The population of Maricopa County
is over 1.1 million, well over half the population of the
state, most of it clustered in Phoenix and its suburbs. It
is the fastest-growing population center in the country.
This means, besides the desirable flow of tourists who
spend their money, many transient thieves, both amateur
and professional, are attracted. “They pull a job in the
suburbs of Phoenix tonight,” Sgt. Don Blankenship said
in plain disgust, “and tomorrow they’re in Los Angeles.”

The Sheriff’s Department of this vast territory has
two main responsibilities—search and rescue, and crime

"



prevention. Volunteer posse members are essential to
the success of both of these programs, and they also
assist in the civil process—serving subpocnas, sum-
monses, notices, etc.

The word posse was in use centuries before the open-
ing of the West. It is an abbreviation of posse coln-n'tatus,
a Latin phrase found in 13th century English law,
referring to “the force of the county,” a body of men
which a county peace officer was empowered to call to

assist him.

Volunteers Do Many.Jobs

The Sheriff’s Departmefit volunteers are organized
into 36 posses, or community service groups, with‘ a
variety of specialties: Mounted, jeep, motorcygle, air-
plane, desert survival, scuba diver and communications

Jeep Posse volunteer checking in with headquarters.

posses serve in search and rescue missions. (A couple of
airplane units have been credited with catching cattle
rustlers!) Other posses are devoted to crime prevention,
security training and community relations. A Correc-
tions Posse works with jail personnel in the rehabilita-
tion of inmates.

Each posse screens its own members, holds its own
meetings and writes its own bylaws, but it must follow
the Rules and Orders Guidelines of the Sheriff’s De-
partment. These provide for a disciplinary board to
judge violations and a system of appeal to the Sheriff’s
Voluntary Advisory Committee.

Posse members may wear a uniform which looks
just like that of a regular deputy, but they may not
carry a gun unless they have had the firearms training
course; and they have no powers of arrest, unless spe-
cifically called up by the sheriff. Once, when members
of a Jeep Posse were practicing on a shooting range in
the Carefree area, they got radio notice of a bank rob-
bery only a mile away. They joined regular deputies
and used their jeeps to block two highways. Almost
immediately they found themselves involved in a shoot-
out. One of the unlucky suspects was shot and the other

three surrendered—while the bank alarm was still
sounding. 5
12

A variety of training courses are open to posse mem-
bers, including first aid, map and compass, desert sur-
vival techniques, search coordination, tracking, firearms
and traffic control. Those who qualify may join the
volunteer reserve program and study to become certi-
fied (by the Arizona Law Enforcement Advisory Coun-
cil) law enforcement officers.

Candidates for the reserve program are screened by
the Sheriff’s Department the same way as regular per-
sonnel. They must pass a written and oral examination
and submit to a polygraph test before being assigned to
the Reserve Academy. The Academy operates for three
months in the spring on Saturdays and Sundays and is
supplemented by a home-study program. Possemen
(and women) who complete the course may continue to
serve with their regular posses, but they are also quali-
fied to work in the position of a reserve officer when' the
need arises.

After being certified, the volunteer may ride as a
second man in a patrol car until he becomgs proficient
enough that two district field sergeants are satisfied he
can function on his own. He is then designated a “car
commander” and can replace a regular officer when
needed. The only difference between a certified volun-
teer commander and a regular deputy is that the volun-
teer is not paid. The volunteer also buys his own
uniform and furnishes his own specialized equipment
(his own automobile, jeep, airplane, motorcycle, scuba
gear, etc.). Often volunteers don’t claim the reimburse-
ment to which they are entitled for gasoline.

Last spring two women and a little girl were
driving in Mexico when their car blew up and burned,
seriously injuring the two women. Mexican authorities
placed a noontime call to the Sheriff’s office, saying the
three wished to return to Phoenix. Within the hour, two
private planes of posse members were airborne to rescue
them, and the burn victims were in the Maricopa County
Hospital by 4:30 p.m. The plane owners wouldn’t
accept reimbursement. They said the trip made them
“feel good.”

“This is frequently the case,” said Capt. James E.
Profitt, director of the Crime Prevention Bureau and

’

Sgt. Blankenship demonsirates how to eich driver's
license number on TV in Operation Identification.

DYNAMIC MATURITY
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Mock drill in Vulture Mt. desert attracts members from
.various posses. L

liaison officer to all posses. “They say they are honored
“to work with us, and we feel honored to have them.”

Sheriff Blubaum, an ex-Marine who joined the Phoe-
nix police force in 1947 as a foot patrolman and was
appointed to chief in 1964, was elected the 32nd sheriff
of Maricopa County in 1972, He is dedicated to ex-
panding volunteer services in county law enforcement.
“I can’t afford nor to use volunteers,” he said. “We
couldn’t do half the things we’re doing now without
volunteer help.” Yet several sheriffs in middle-western
and eastern counties have told Sheriff Blubaum that
what he is doing with volunteers cannot be done in their
counties. He smiles and says, “Usually when anyone
says it can’t be done, it means he doesn’t want to try it
If he wants to do it, he’ll find a way.” He believes that
nearly everything his Department is doing with volun-
teers in Maricopa County could be done elsewhere—in
principle if not in exact form.

Posse Members in Action

For the men and women who volunteer to serve on
posses, particularly the search and rescue units which
are called out about once every two wecks, the hours
are often poor and the ‘working’ conditions rugged. Yet,
says Dave Underdown, volunteer captain of the Wicken-
berg Posse, “My men really have their hearts in this.
They never refuse to help, even though it seems we’re
always called out in the middle of the night. Sure it’s
a lot of hard work, but when you can help someone—
you really feel good inside.”

The Wickenberg Posse is the only one in Maricopa
County made up of several divisions, all the rest are
restricted to one type of activity, such as mounted or
paramedic. “We’ve got ten planes, paramedics, 4-wheel
drive vehicles and a lot of horses. Sixteen of our 40
men are certified for law enforcement.” Underdown,
who owns a cement plant in Wickenberg, 50 miles
northwest of Phoenix, said the posse was formed two

- JULY 1975

years ago and includes businessmen, a father-son team,
laborers and retired persons. . ‘

Many of their search and rescue missions involve
hunters, rockhounds or motorcyclists who become lost.
Recently, the posse assisted with an unusual search:
“The local police asked us to help locate a burglar who
escaped from jail one night. We sealed the exits to town
and searched for him on foot and by jeep. He couldn’t
get out of town, and because of our intense search, had
to keep running most of the night. We picked him up
the next morning seven blocks from the jail.”

Posse members often get together for outings with
their families, trail rides and rodeos, often competing
with posse members from other areas of Arizona. They
also get together for training exercises, such as the 2-
day mock drill in the Vulture Mountain desert. Mem-
bers from 22 posses participated.

The first assignment, beginning at 8 am. on
Saturday, was to find five “lost rockhounds” believed
to be wandering around in the desert. A plane of the
Air Posse spotted the first within an hour and directed
a helicopter with members of the Paramedic Posse to
treat him for “head injuries” and a “broken leg.” The
four others were located one by one until the last foot-
sore rockhound was found nearly 10 miles south of
camp at high noon.

Sunday’s plot read that “four armed men have es-
caped from the law, stolen a van and were last seen
entering the search area from the highway.” Searchers

were given photographs and descriptions of the fugitives
and warned, as in a real search, that they must stay in
constant communication with the command post. The
“stolen van” was soon spotted from the air, and the
Jeep Posse moved in, but in their wary precautions
against “armed fugitives,” they managed to capture only
one. The other three evaded capture until late after-
noon when they were surrounded by horsemen and
jeeps at a road intersection five miles west of the com-
mand post. '

13



Mounted Posse participating in Phoenix parade.

. One of the “fugitives” lamented, “There was no way

we could have escaped. We sure tried. The planes and
helicopter spotted me, and the guys on horses came over
the hills on both sides like the old U.S. Cavalry.”

Such training experiences are good preparation for
real search and rescue missions which occur all too
frequently. Last year volunteer posse members took part
in 31 missions, donating a total of 5,260 manhours of
their time. One mission was to reeever a person in-
jured on a mountain, which was successful. Seven were
diving missions for victims of drowning; eight missions
were searches for lost hunters; fifteen other missing-
person searches were conducted in desert areas and all
but one person was found alive.

Another continuing work of a number of posses is
“Qperation Cooperation” with the Indians on the Gila
River Reservation. The Indians have problems with
vandals who destroy or carry away artifacts from grave
sites and other sacred grounds, and in disciplining their
own members. At least 14 Indians have been graduated
from the Reserve Academy, and the Gila River Reser-
vation Police have been assisted by the Paramedic
Posse, the Jeep Posse and the Air Posse, among others.

If the volunteer posses of Maricopa County served
no other purpose, their function as an educational and
public relations force more than justifies their existence.
The Scottsdale Civic Posse is specifically involved in
education for elementary school children. It has pro-
duced a 44-page “Junior Deputy Manual” for use by
more than 9,000 boys and girls in sixth grade classes of
the unincorporated areas of the county. Deputies ap-
pear at the schools on a regular basis as instructors.

There is no way to measure in full the accomplish-
ments of the 2,500 volunteer posse members of Mari-
copa County. Each, in addition to his service in crime
prevention or search and rescue is a public relations
emissary for the Sheriff’'s Department and respect for
the law. Each is living proof that people will “get in-
volved” and cooperate in crime prevention, given the
right incentives and ways to do it. [

For more information on making your home and
vour neighborhood safer, send for the free AIM Guide
to Home and Personal Security. Write: Dynamic Ma-
turity, 1909 K St. NW, Washington, D.C., 20049.

Tracking illegal narcotics operations is only one ac-‘
tivity of the Air Posse, shown preparing for takeoff.

Crime is the second most im-
portant concern of older persons
according to a survey of the NRTA/
AARP membership. Only food and
shelter ranked higher.

To educate older persons about
crime, the NRTA/AARP Crime
Prevention Program was established
under George Sunderland, retired
captain of the White House police
and an expert in crime prevention.
A series of four, 2-hour seminars
was developed covering: Street
Crime, Burglary, Fraud/Bunco and
Community-Police Relations.

14
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against Crime

Sunderland said, “This program
is designed to bring older persons
practical, realistic ways to avoid
being victimized, to reduce criminal
opportunities, and to alert people to
real dangers. At the same time, the
program is designed to help dispel
imaginary fears.”

The series is offered through local
NRTA/AARP chapters, and is also
made available as a public service
to community organizations. Reli-
gious groups, nutrition centers and
local chapters of the Red Cross are

frequent sponsors of the Crime Pre-
vention series.

The Crime Prevention Program is
also sponsoring workshops across
the nation for law enforcement offi-
cials. “We try to help them deal
more effectively with both crime and
non-crime related problems of older
persons,” explained Sunderland.
Several workshops are scheduled for
this fall.

For more information on this ac-
tivity, write: NRTA/AARP Crime
Prevention Program, 1909 K St
NW, Washington, D.C., 20049.

DYNAMIC MATURITY
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Sun City posse
asks residents
for cooperation

By THELMA HEATWOLE

SUN CITY — Sun City Sheriff’s Posse members
are emphasizing the importance of concerned
neighbors in their ongoing effort to help keep the
crime rate here low. ' i

Both S. H. “Jack™ Jackson, the new commander,
and James A. White, the immediate past leader,
believe homes are the most vulnerable targets of
crime. They are encouraging residents to revive the
“old pioneer spirit of protective neighborliness” to
reduce crime.

As such, residents are asked to report suspicious
behavior to the sheriff’s office Crime Stop.

Jackson, with a background in military police,
security and investigation, assumed reins of the
250-person unit Jan. 1. White, a former Navy offi-
cer, received the first Sun City posse card when the
orgqnization began functioning in 1973.

Despite the possibility of incorporation here, a
situation that would end the need for the posse, the
two men are looking ahead.

" Labeled the “eyes and ears” of the ragular sher-
iff’s patrol in this retirement community, the posse
patrols Sun City in six fully equipped cars. Two
more units are expected this month.

The posse functions chiefly in patrol, observation
and reporting. Members are in immediate contact
with the sheriff’s office and can assist or be assisted
by sheriff’s deputies.

Members, through activation by Sheriff Jerry
Hill, can make arrests for munlawful acts committed
in their presence, White said.. ™~

“We do not cite for traffic violations or investi-
gate automotive accidents,” White added. But the
posse helps with traffic and the injured. First aid is

part of their basic training.

The posse has a “vacation watch” program —
close to 15,000 instances last year. Traffic control
at all large events in Sun City also in in the hands of
the posse.

There are about 30 women posse members.

“We consider them regular posse people. Most are
real good, doing whatever necessary. We are not
prejudiced,” White explained.

ARIZONA REPUBLIC

S. W. “Jack” Jackson

On occasion, the sheriff has called the posse for
activity outside Sun City. In such cases, qualified
volunteers are sought.

For instance, posse members once were called
upon to guard convicted land fraud figure Ned °
Warren and to help prevent looting during March
floods. And when former California- Gov. Ronald
Reagan came to Sun City to speak’after his defeat
in the presidential primary, posse members served
as guards.

The crime rate in Sun City is low, White pointed
out.

“People passing through account for what little
crime we have except for an occasional shoplifter,”
he said. ' ‘

The posse has a pistol range and training officer.
All members are required to take the basic posse
training for Sun City duty. The sheriff’s office is the
agency that qualifies members to carry a gun as a
posse member, the men said.

Obviously Sun City residents appreciate the posse.
Money for posse extensive equipment and opera-
tional expenses has come from citizen contribu-
tions.

S

JAN 13975




VF - SHERIFF'S POSSE

A. RIZONA REPUBLIC, Aug. 25, 1Y// - rg

They’re physically fit and action ready

Volunteer posse ai

S

Sun City sheriff
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By CAROL SOWERS
Assistant Editor
Women'’s Forum

There’s no sign on the office
door — no way to tell that inside
is the headquarters of an all-
volunteer, crime-stopping team
that started with 30 men, bor-
rowed walkie talkies and a tele-
phone booth. :

Today that 30-man team — the
Sheriff’s Posse of Sun City — has
blossomed into a sophisticated
force dedicated to keeping crime
off the well-manicured streets of
this retirement community.

The 250 men — and women —
of today’s posse may have collared
no rapists or murderers, but they
do assist with burglary investiga-
tions, patrol city streets, and re-
route jammed traffic. Once they
were called to: guard convicted
land swindler Ned Warren.

“When a woman was killed in
front of King’s Inn, we were the
first on the scene,” said Martin
Van Dera, posse commander. “We
are the eyes and ears of the sher-
iff and we work under his guid-
ance.”

THE POSSE was activated in
January by Sheriff Jerry Hill and
given peace officer status.

“That means we can make an
arrest when we see a felony being
committed. We wouldn’t just wait
around for the sheriff to show
up,” Van Dera said.

So far the group hasn’t had to
arrest anyone.

The posse, probably the largest
of its kind, is a model of com-
munity involvement, a pattern
other neighborhoods could follow
in helping fight crime, said Van
Dera, who is often called out-of-
town to talk about the group.

“But what T always tell them is
not to start some kind of vigilante
committee waving guns on the
street,” he said.

Lest anyone think the Sun City
Posse is a group of flab-sided reti-
rees with guns and golf carts, Van
Dera recently ordered them to
double-time during a parade in
neighboring Surprise in a display
of physical litness. And they rou-
tinely spread through the desert
on mock search missions, practice
on a pistol range and learn a vari-
-ety of techniquesfrom first aid to.
traffic'control. ji;, . 4+, g ne
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'Van Dera, a retired naval ‘intelli-
-gence officer, remembered:the

days four years ago when the
posse was formed as an emer-
gency unit to calm crowds or
deter vandals.

“WE STARTED with walkie
talkies borrowed from Jim White
(a posse lieutenant) and they’d
only carry for three or four
blocks,” he said. “Then, when we
saw something suspicious, we’d
have to go to the phone booth to
call the sheriff. They didn’t really
know who was calling them and
by the time they got there the
suspicious character would be
gone.”

Eventually, the posse brought
citizen band radios but still had to
thread their calls through local
CBer traffic.

“We'd be on the air and hear
things like, I just took Elsie down
to get her hair cut” It was a
mess,” Van Dera recalled.

But now the posse has its own
CB channel, voice-activated tape
players, traffic control equipment,
and radios, all stored in an office

whose location is kept secret to
discourage theft.

“Since the posse formed four -

years ago we have had a Jlower
percentage of crime in this city of
42,000 than we did when we were
just 15,000,” said taut-bellied Lt.
White, a retired submarine officer
who looks like he was born in a
deputy uniform.

The community is grateful for
its nearly worry-free streets. Last
year it raised some $56,000 to help
the posse buy equipment. Posse
members are not paid and the
aroup receives no money from the
Sheriff’s Department.

Members must buy their own
uniforms. White said his, a replica
of regular deputy uniforms, cost
$400, including the gun.

SOON OTHER posse members,
who don’t cotton to the cowboy
version, will wear yellow jump-
suits complete with deputy insig-
nias.

“We want everyone to be
readily recognized,” Van Dera
said, “It doesn’t do much for the
posse image when a guy c¢omes up
in bermuda shorts and a flowered
shirt and says he’s a member.”

™

- women’s
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High on committment and
intensive training, Van Dera said
posse members must spend seven
hours per month on duty, be ap-
proved by a posse board, and be
given security clearance by the
Sheriff’s Department.

The posse has methodically
cleared the glamour-seeking dead-
wood out of the group. ;

“We'd get these guys coming
from Chicago or New York and
they’'d be intrigued with this idea
of being in a posse,” Van Dera
said. “They’d just want to be a
posse member so they’d have a
card to flash around at. cocktail
parties. We didn’t want that.”

To banish any fear the posse is
unleashing gun-waving vigilante

committees onto Sun City streets,
Van Dera said only the officers
who have trained at the sheriff’s
pistol range can buckle on guns.

ALTHOUGH MOST of the
women in the group are in com-
munications, or ride on patrols, a
few are qualified to carry pistols.

“We’ve got a couple of them
who were raised on farms’ and
shot turkeys. They are damn good
with a gun,” Van Dera said.

The posse, anxious to involve
the community in their crime
stopping efforts, initiated a “vaca-
tion watch” program and taught
Sun Citians to become “nosy
neighbors.” It’s paid off.

(ove R)



“Thet;e had been several bur-

*glarles fAin l1;1:,13’ nelghborhood ” Van'.

' Dera;said. .‘{And' ‘when one'woman
'saw a: yard man’s;truck.pull up in
‘front' of a'*neighbor’s ;hOUSe, she

‘knew that.man didn’t get his yard -

.done. She got. suspicious, called the
‘sheriff;; thes?’ caught him and it led
to clearing up several “burglaries
— all because she was a nosy
neighbor.”

Posse members patrol streets on
foot, bicycle, in their own
flashing-light-equipped cars, or
with golf carts that may have
radios plugged into the cigarette
lighters. As they slip through the
city, they look for anything out-of-
the-ordinary, like cars cruising
streets in the early morning.

“In Sun City you rarely see a
car out at 2 a.m.,” he said, “so if
we do, we check it out. When we
patrol, we don’t just drive blindly
around. We look between the
houses, note people’s habits.”

ANYTING suspicious is record-
ed on a tape in the headquarters;
radio room and could be used.
during investigations of crimes
committed in the area on that
date.

The posse has been effective in
hurrying outsiders out of town.

. “Time and time again I've
driven by a parked car and come
up behind it,” Van Dera said. “By
the time I get the license number
on the air and make my turn, they
get on 111th Ave. and get out of
town.”

The posse is also called on 1o
help citizens with day to day prob-
lems.

“Like helping with dead car bat-
teries or driving drunks home,”
. Van. Dera said.

They twere also asked to guard
Ronald Reagan during a visit and
they stationed sharpshooters on

the Sun Bowl roof to look for trou-
h]emakgrs.

Van Dera, proud -of the-posse,
never tires of ;talking about their
:trammg:‘But he is also:careful to
department for

.,

_credit the sheriff’s
them help

“We have a contlnumg, exten—
sive | trammg program for all
_posse. meémbers,” he said. “We do
not challenge’ thé'criminal element
~to.‘come.in;’but:we . want to,state.
we are’ fwﬂhng andable to. ‘assist
the sheriff-in-protecting the
property and persons-of Sun City.”
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Lt. White and Lt. Don Galloway, standing

check the radio
cations center.

-

log at the posse’s communi-
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Lt. Jim White, executive officer of the Sun
C;ty posse, reports to.secret'headquartgljs. ‘
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women of the Sun City Sheriff's Posse for the important
service this volunteer law énforcement agericy I8 providing.
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FOREWORD
By Maurine E, "Babe" Barkdoll

The Sherfff's Posse of Sun City is recognized as the NUMBER ONE Posse in the
United States. This is not because it is the largest and the most active nor because
it has vehicles, communication and other equipment which are the envy of many profes-
sional police organizations. The principal reason for the outstanding achievements
of the Sun City Posse is due to the dedicated efforts of the men and women who make

up its membership.

The Posse provides many services to the citizens of Sun City such as: the Vaca-
tion Watch Program whereby the homes of absent citizens are checked to provide se-
curity from thieves and vandals; patrolling the streets and surveillance of suspi-
cious persons; control of traffic at public events; and assisting citizens when pro-

fessional help is not immediately available.

The Sheriff of Maricopa County, recognizing Posse achievements, has placed

the Sun City Posse on "continuous active status" under the authority of the Arizona

Comitatus Statute.

While the Posse members on duty have ostensibly the same authority as profes-
sional Peace Officers, the Sheriff (as well as the Posse Board of Governors) has

placed certain restrictions on the Posse members because of their general age and

physical fitness.

In general, it can be said that the Posse serves the community as the "eyes

ana ears" of the Sheriff.

This Manual will attempt to set forth the rules, regulations and policies of
the Sheriff and the Posse. Efforts will be made to keep the Manual corrent as
changes and corrections are necessary. Questions should be referred to supervis-

ory personnel or members of the Board of Governors.
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HISTORY

L]

In 1973, some concerned citizens of Sun City realized that the
Sheriff of Maricopa County did not have a suffieiént number of
deputies to provide the kind of security deemed necessary for an
unincorporated community such as Sun City. Therefore, a committee
headed by Col. Paul Morrill, USA (Ret.) organized a Civil Defense
Unit.

This early Civil Defense Unit was just that, a Civil Defense
Unit, that would serve the Community in the event of an emergency.
The Unit was composed of four divisions: (1) First Aid, (2) Fire
Protection. (3) Communications, and (4) Police Assistance. The
unit existed solely to serve in an emergency.

Andy Wagner, Civilian Aide to Sheriff Blubaum, assisted in the
early organization and training of the Civil Defense Unit - with
organizational meetings in private homes. A1l equipment and funds
were provided by individual members.

Later, the members started patrolling the streets of Sun City
in their own private vehicles identified by means of magnetic signs
on the sides of the cars. At first the only means of communication
was by telephone, and each patroler was expected to carry twenty
cents for the phone call. These early volunteers had experience
in the military service, police backgrounds and other occupations
which were helpful in providing guidance in the organization and
operation of a security force.

It was soon realized that this activity would fall under the
authority of the County Sheriff and therefore it became 2pparent

that the uait should organize as a Posse under the direction of the

(Rev. 7/80)
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Sheriff.

Organizational meetings were held with James A. White as
Chairman. As a result of these meetings the Posse was born and the
members were given legal status as Peace Officers by Sheriff
Paul E. Blubaum who recognized the valuable service rendered by
this Civil Defense Unit.

In November, 1973, Marvin Van Dera was elected as the first
Commander of the Sheriff's Posse of Sun City.

As members patroiled the back streets at night, it soon became
evident that some kind of identification was needed so the Posse
Members could be recognized by the citizens and not mistaken for
prowlers with evil intent. So the white plastic helmet with a
Sheriff's emblem and a whistle on a gold chain became the first
"uniform".

In 1974, Marvin Van Dera was reelected as Commander and the
Posse had grown to some 140 men and one woman. In the fall, some
forty Possemen underwent voluntary firearms training at the Sheriff's
Academy and the membership climbed to 220. A communication facility,
with C.B. radios, became a reality with funds donated by the
Sun City Community Fund, Men's Club of Sun City, Sun City-Agua Fria
Kiwanis Club, and many other clubs and activities which recognizad
the need.

The use of C.B. radios provided mobile communication which
was, of course, an improvement over the telephone. However, local

chatter tended to clutter the airways on these radio frequencies

(Rev. 7/80)
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and was particularly unsatisfactory in an emergency.

The Posse now had a base station and eight mobile units. Posse
members began appearing in the regular Sheriff's uniform while
others continued with the "Bubble Hat and the Whistle" image.

Marvin Van Dera continued as Commander in 1975 with a member-
ship of about 250. The Posse began to receive journalistic recogni-
tion in such publications as the Arizona Republic, Arizona Magazine,
National Enquirer, Life Magazine, FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin,
Phoenix Gazette, Congressional Record, and last, but not least, the
local News Sun and the Sun City Citizen. Specialized training was
started in Communications, Patrolling, Traffic Control and First Aid.

The year 1976 brought Charles Haas to the Posse Leadership.

The growth of Sun City required expanding the borders of the Patrols.
C.B. type communications were insufficient for Posse needs. A
financial campaign resulted in the purchase of a 50-watt, single
channel, Base Station (KAX 283), twelve 30-watt mobile units and
eighteen 5-watt portable radios. Boswell Memorial Hospital

permitted a remote antenna to be erected on the roof of the hospital,
thus extending the operating range.

Marvin Van Dera returned in 1977 as-the Posse Commander
simultaneousiy with elected Sheriff Jerry I. Hill. The first day
in office, Sheriff Hill issued a permanent "call to duty" to the
Sun City Posse in recognition of his confidence in the capabilities
of the Posse. Thus, it was no longer necessary for the Sheriff

to call the Posse to duty each day a patrol was scheduled.

(Rev. 7/80
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During the year, the financial picture enabled the Posse to
purchase station wagons and equip them as emergency vehicles,
including a radio channel on the Sheriff's system. This relieved
the Posse members from having to use their personal vehicles for
patrol, particularly during the above 100 degree temperatures for
which the average vehicle is not equipped to patrol for hours on
end at slow speeds.

In response to the Sheriff's wishes, a formalized Training
Program was established and the Board of Governors directed that
all Possemen, old as well as new, would be required to take the
established training.

As a result of numerous complaints from the citizens about
unidentified Possemen prowling residential areas, the need for
identifying uniforms became increasingly apparent. It was decided
to provide each Posse member with a yellow jump suit with
identifying insignia as approved by the Sheriff. This would also
comply with the Sheriff's request that marked patrol cars would be
driven and manned only by uniformed personnel.

James A. White became Posse Commander in 1978. The first item
of business on his agenda was the clarifTying and correcting of
Posse By-Laws. The new bylaws were approved by the Sheriff and
the General Membership of the Posse. A copy is appended to this
Manual as Appendix I.

With the expansion of Sun City and the high residential

absentee rate in the summer, a reallocation of patrol areas and

(Rev. 7/80)
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schedules was established 1n.an effort to provide the best security
available within Posse resources, with special emphasis on
developing neighborhood awareness of the Vacation Watch program.
Special training and instructions were prepared for the Shift
Supervisors or Duty Officers.

It has been estimated that Vacation Watch homes covered by
patrols in 1977 were 6,000; 1n 1978 this program covered over 12,000

homes of absentees.

With the start of the year 1979, S. H. (Jack) Jackson assumed
the responsibilities of Posse Commander. Under his general super-
vision, the number of Posse Patrols was expanded and the Training
Program was upgraded. Additional vehicles were purchased to bring

the number of Posse vehicles to a total of eight (8).
A11 vehicles were equipped with mobile and portable radios to

provide communication between cars and the Base Control Station.
In addition, direct radio contact with the Sheriff's office is
provided for all patrol cars. This improved communication procedure

provides increased security and service for all of Sun City.

The funds for Posse equipment are donated by concerned and
grateful citizens as the annual Fund Drive 1s conducted by mail.
The Posse's principal mission is to function as "The Eyes
and Ears" of the Maricopa County Sheriff. The number of homes
checked as a part of the Vacation Watch Program continues to grow.
In addition, the Posse controls traffic at special functions;
conducts Search and Rescue Missions: assists citizens in a multitude
of ways; and, when requested, provides "back-up" support for the
Sheriff's Deputies in a variety of circumstances ranging from car
accidents to bank robberies.
%3;1;?2; 52‘;:2:;: ::; ¥rf:;r:vgﬁu§:?ppel' who contracted for the
In 1982 Earl P. Root became commander.

In 1983 Maurine E. "Babe" Barkdoll became commander.
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Reagan coming here

WASHINGTON (AP)—President Rea-
gan has added a visit with the Sun City
Sheriff’'s Posse to his schedule during a
- stop in Arizona on Friday, his spokesman
- announced today.

Reagan, who will be in Phoenix to

o2’ address the National Rifle Association,
~ will visit the retirement community and
- 'meet with the Posse, made up of local
~ residents aged 60 to 89, said deputy White
House press secretary Larry Speakes.

The spokesman said Reagan would
désignate May as Older Americans Month

s while in Sun City.

(“WE ARE very flattered and look

" forward to the visit,” said Sgt. Joy Fraser,
.- spokesman for the Posse. “It’s quite an
=+ honor.”

(Posse Cmdr. Maurine ‘Babe’ Bark-

doll said she is “‘proud, of the Posse’ and
¢ that its reputation has’'resulted in a visit
... from President Reagan.)

i The president, an NRA member, will

speak during a political-legislative session
~.on gun owners’ rights and firearms con-
Rutrol.

. BEFORE THE visit to Sun . City, the
i president will spend ‘Thursday night in
Phoenix after stopping in Texas for a

_7" Cinco de Mayo celebration.

Nancy Reagan will join the president

§~ here The first lady’s mother, Edith Davis,

lives in a Phoenix apartment

After the NRA speech, the presxdent
will fly to Santa Barbara, Calif., to spend
the weekend at his 688-acre ranch in the
Santa Ynez Mountains.

ABOUT 1,800 of the 2.5 million NRA
members are expected to attend the con-
vention which runs through Sunday.

NRA officials said the session will
include a panel discussion by state Attor-
ney General Bob Corbin; U.S. Reps. Eldon
Rudd and John McCain, Arizona Republi-
cans; U.S. Sen. Dennis DeConcini, D-
Ariz.; and Gov. Toney Anaya of New
Mexico. Corbin is a Republican, Anaya-a

Reagan tickets

Sun City residents wanting to attend Presi-
dent’ Reagan’s address before the National
Rifle Association at 1 p.m. Friday in the
Biltmore Hotel, Phoenix, may pick up tickets in
the Daily- News-Sun offices. A total of 250 will

be available from noon Wednesday to 5 p.m..

Thursday.

The tickets will be given free on a first-
come, first-served basis in either of the News-
Sun offices: 10020 or 10102 Santa Fe Drive.

Ticket-holders will be required to prove
residency for Secret Service representatives
before being admitted.

Democrat.

Other panelists listed for opening day
include Rep. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah; Rep.
Duncan Hunter, R-Calif.; Sen. Ted Stev-
ens, R-Alaska, and Sen. James McClure,
R-Idaho.

THE CONVENTION is expected to
have a bruising fight that could have a
significiant effect on the future of gun-
control legislation.

Dissidents headed by former NRA lob-
byist Neal Knox contend that Harlon
Carter, the association’s top staff mem-
ber, should be ousted. Carter began a five-
year term in 1980.

Special convention presentations will be
made by the six branches of the U.S.
armed services; Arizona Game and Fish
Department; U.S. Olympic committee and
gun manufacturers, the NRA said.

EN ROUTE BACK to the White House
on Monday, Reagan will attend a com-
memorative dinner in Ashland, Qhio, for
the late Rep. John Ashbrook, who\ died a
year ago.

The president will mark the opening of
the John M. Ashbrook Center -for Public
Affairs and the Ashbrook Memorial Li-
brary.

Reagan’s first stop will be San Antonio,
where he will stay for an hour to celebrate
the Mexican national holiday. ouL a
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: By LYNN NEWTON
The Sun City Sheriff’s Posse
w1ll present a mock briefing and a
handcuf[mg demonstration for
sPresuient Reagan’s visit Friday
morning
*L;: Posse Cmdr. Maurine ‘‘Babe”
~:Barkdoll said 'the. Posse.-would
»recewe an award during the cere-
mony, ‘but she was unsure wheth-
Zer the president would present it.
.« ““When we were contacted, the
})ress asked if we would be receiv-
IPmg any. awards,’”’ she said. “‘Haw-
‘ley Atkinson was supposed to
*“present us an award during June,

“be done during the ceremony.”

7 SHERIFF JERRY Hill will in-
“troduce President Reagan who is
iexpected to-speak briefly, desig-
;nating May as-Older -Americans
..Month Mrs. Barkdoll said.

“"The commander was unsure if
“Mrs Reagan would -attend the
;ceremony
(v Mrs. Barkdoll said she learned

rpf the  scheduled visit by the -

ipresident about a week ago when

ithe lieutenant " in charge of the
eriff’s Special Services Depart-
nent spoke with her.,

%a- SHE "SAID Lt.' Ed Leyva

Lbrought members of the FBI and

Secret Service to Posse headquar-

?'59 we just asked whether it could .

MAURINE ‘BABE BARKDOLL

ters to check the bu11dmg facrll-
ties and location. i e
“They (FBI and Secret Service
agents) went to Phoenix and
checked over buildings there, and
went to the Special Services
Building to check it, but neither
one was appropriate,’”’ she said.
“So Lt. Leyva brought him to
our headquarters. The agents de-
cided the building, its location and
the clearness of the area make it
the perfect area for him to
speak,”” Mrs. Barkdoll added.

dosse ropes Reagan
for Friday briefings,
andcuffing exercise

THE POSSE is expecting ap-
proximately 300 people for the
presentation. Sun City Posse
members, 20 members of the Sun
City West Posse, and two ‘‘sen-
ior” representatives from each of
the other 38 posses in Maricopa
County have been  invited, she
said.

““All Posse members have been
requested to come in uniform, but
no firearms will be allowed inside
the headquarters,” Mrs. Barkdoll
sald “Only the FBI and Secrfet'

ervice people wnll be carrying
ar s.”

She said‘the headquarters would
be checked  for bombs Friday
iorning befere the: presuient ar-
rives. - o

THE C_EREMONY and presen-

'tati'on, which will be taped for
‘television, will not be open to the

public.

Mrs. Barkdoll said she had ong

inally heard that Reagan would be
coming to Sun City Thursday, but
she received a phone call Tuesday
morning informing her he would
arrive Friday.
-~ A definite time has not been set,
Mrs. Barkdoll said, but he is
tentatively schedu!ed to arrive at
9 a.m.



President Reagan signs declaration making May  Sheriff Jerry Hill, left, and
Older Americans Month under watchful eyes of Maurine ““Babe’ Barkdoll.

Sun City Posse Cmdr."‘_"
(AP photo) ..
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'Does Reagan recall first Posse report?

By JEANNE STUCKWISH

I imagine many people from our

community have wondered how the presi-
dent of the United States knew about the
Sun City Posse.

Surely, he must have received recent
information from someone in our commu-
nity ... but, deep inside, 1 also wonder if I
could have had just a little bit to do with
his visit—or if the president even remem-
bered a conversation we had several
years ago when he was running from
state to state on the campaign trail.

At the time, my husband and 1 were
residents of Illinois where our business

was located. Reagan came into our radio
station for an on-the-air interview.

It was a bit hectic at the time—he was
a well-known politician and celebrity
even then—and everyone was trying. to
ask questions even before the interview,

As many situations are in this life, it is
hard to remember exactly how things
come about when later they might be-
come important. This experience was no
exception. Somehow I found myself in an
interesting conversation with the man
who would later become our president.

I was leaving in a few days for Sun

City to visit my parents. Reagan seemed
interested in the community and I found
myself explaining some of the activities
available to the many retired people.

The fact that my father enjoyed being
a member of the Posse, even rolling out
of bed at the unsavory hour of 2 a.m. to
team up with another Sun Citian for their
weekly tour about town, seemed to inter-
est him.

He asked both my hushand and me
many questions about the organiza-
tion—ones we were not able to answer at
the time. I have always been sorry we

. didn’t know all the answers, but Sun City

seemed so far away from Illinois, and

even though our family was close, details

were very often omitted from our corre-
spondence,

When my father passed away I
learned quickly the honor and respect the
Posse has for its own:

Following our own retirement and
move to Sun City we learned about the
esteem and good will the community
holds for them.

I can’t believe that the president'

would remember that long-ago conversa-
tion—but then, how do I really knew?
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Folks who go to Sun City,
Arizona, with crime on
their minds better mosey

on along or they'll have to
contend with 250 street-

smart grandmas and
grandpas. They're the Sun

City-Posse, and they mean

business.
by Ted Schuwarz

Y 41985

Against Crime
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un City, Arizona, a community

of more than 50,000 citizens, is

carved into the rugged desert
landscape just outside of Phoenix. It
is an area that combines shopping cen-
ters, a state-of-the-art entertainment
center, saguaro cactus, stark moun-
tain views, and an Old West spirit
that is kept alive by the 250 members
of the Mancopa County Sheriff’s Sun
City Posse.

“We call ourselves the eyes and ears
of the sheriff's department,” explains
Capt. Ralph Grimm, commanding of-
ficer for the posse, whose members
range in age from mid-50s to 85. Most
travel unarmed, yet their patrols have
dramatically reduced crime, improved
medical assistance, and made Sun City
what some law-enforcement experts
consider the safest community of its
size in the United States.

The members of the posse, most of
whom have no background in law en-
forcement and usually have spent their
previous years in the “violent” worlds
of accounting, engineering, teaching,
and the like, have been so effective
that they have been used in other
sections of the county.

“l participated in Operation Ava-
lanche,” Helen Blake explains proudly,
mentioning the code name for a con-
centrated law-enforcement action
meant to close escort parlors and
houses of prostitution in the Phoenix
area. She and her husband retired to
Sun City in April, 1980, and joined the
posse four months later. She had been

Sg e T A

a housewife whose major activity out-
side the home was volunteenng in area
hospitals and helping run art festivals.
The posse seemed a way to be of ser-
vice to her new community, though she
never expected how far that service
might go.

The Blakes were alerted by the
sheriff's department that they would
be among the posse members needed
for a special mission that would com-
bine the skills of several law-enforce-
ment agencies. At the appointed time,
they were taken to a central meeting
area and divided into teams of four men
and one woman, then dispatched to lo-
cations near apartments and houses
used for prostitution. Upon receiving
aradio signal, the patrols conducted si-
multaneous raids. Says Helen Blake:

“The girl | helped arrest was in her
early 20s and quite beautiful. She
seemed well educated and it just tore
my heart, because | realized she could
have been my daughter. Her apart-
ment was spotlessly clean, and she had
done what she could to make it more
attractive, but it was obvious that the
man she worked for gave her almost
no money. She had three pairs of jeans,
three blouses, a half-dozen changes of
underwear, and everything else was
her ‘working clothes.’

“After | searched her and she was

< o

Warren Roeger (top left) and Helen Blake
(facing page) are members of the Sun City
Posse, a 250-member volunteer crime-
prevention organization.
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Posse-member Viola Perrault leaves for
her rounds, which include checking on
residents’ vacant houses.

taken to the police station, | became
a ‘madam’ for the day, answering the
telephone and making appointments for
men who called. | just gave them the
name of a girl and the meeting place.
They had to ask for everything else so
it wouldn't be entrapment. There was
an elaborate code her clients used, in-
volving five different telephone calls,
but when they reached the place I ar-
ranged. they were met by a female
undercover officer. In the few hours |
was there, | logged in 80 calls. It was
a very profitable business for the man
who ran it, though the grls didn't do
very well.” ,

Crime fighting, such as Operation
Avalanche, is the rare exception to the
work of the Sun City Posse. Their
most essential work comes from cnme
prevention and commumty assistance.
They are trained in first md and car-
diopulmonary  resuscitation  (CI’R),
providing what may be hfesaving as-
sistance until area paramedics arrive.
Posse members often are the first
trained personnel to arrive at a traffic
accident, and they work to cordon off
streets when there s a hre or other
serious problem. In addition, they pro-
vide a high visibility of law enforce-
ment, which discourages crinumals.

“If we see someone crusing suspli-
ciously along the streets, we'll follow
them m one of our patrol cars.” ex-
plains Grimm. The posse has 10 patrol
cars operating night and day. its own

HTAUYUAL LTL D VUHULIE, Giiu o e
nications center linked with the sher-
iff's department — all paid for through
voluntary contributions. Says Grimm:

“We had one car we thought had
people in it looking for trouble. One of
our patrol cars started following it as
it drove along the streets, through al-
leys, in and out of carports, and all
over Sun City. After 45 minutes the
driver gave up and drove rapidly out
of town.”

High visibility is essential because
of the number of homes vacant for long
periods of time when residents vaca-
tion and visit family during the year.
Between March and July, 1984, the
posse made 10,549 house checks for
people who were away from the area.
This meant a complete physical check
of the property to determine if there
was a burglary or unexpected acciden-
tal damage. Such house checks have
resulted in homes being saved from
fires and floods, and also have alerted
burglars that Sun City is not a place to
earn a dishonest living. Says Blake:

“We had one house that was flood-
ing. It was locked tight, the owner
[was] on vacation, and there was eight
inches of water at the foundation. We
had to get a sherniff s deputy to help us
break in and stop the flood. The owner
had left his washing machine on at the
tap, and the hose linking the tap with
the machine burst after a few days.
We got it turned off, swept out the
water, then piled furniture so that the
owner's possessions would be saved.
We secured the place, then tred to
locate the owner so he would know
what happened.”

Cpl. Ray Harkey of the Maricopa
County Shenff's Office says the posse
members are not full law-enforcement
officers. They are private aitizens who
have undergone traiming n aspects of
law enforcement that relate to traffic
control, laws of arrest, hrst aid, and
similar needs. Approximately a third
of the members eventually take more-
advanced trammg, mcluding the use ol
firearms. When they have completed
that tramning. the posse members are
authorized to carry weapons and can

that be necessary. However, while thg
posse has functioned since November,
1973. no posse member has had to
draw a weapon in the line of duty.
Harkey says:

“The crooks don't realize the hfy-
ence between a posse member
regular law-enforcement officer. The
drive radio-equipped marked cars, and
all the crooks see 1s someone in a
uniform.

“The high wisibility helps because we
are limited in what we can do. We have
four beat areas for our regular depu-
ties in the Sun City area, and we can
never put more than 12 dersiy
quickly on the streets. With the posse.
there are patrol cars constantly visible
throughout the area. The posse mem-
bers are also alert to suspicious be-
havior, recording descriptions of sus-
pects. noting car license plates, and
securing perimeter areas when there
is a problem. They also direct traf-
fic after concerts at the Sun Dome
[the entertainment center]|, and
cuts down on acadents and parkis:
area theft.” : ’

All Sun City Posse members, in-
cluding those few who had careers in
law enforcement, are given a thorough
background check. If the individual is
handicapped, he or she may join the
posse. though such an individual will
be used according to his or ber Al
ties. (A blind posse member
come a radio djspatcher, for exanipic.

Many of the posse calls reflect the
medical problems of the aged. Helen
Blake's husband, Jim, once responded
to a call from a wheelchair-bound
woman whose motorized chair be-
came stuck on a ramp in her locked
garage. She kept a cordless telephone
with her and used it to call the jo-
Blake had to climb over the wa”
rounding the home in order o gt
inside and rescue her. Withoul the
portable telephone, she might have
died before help could arrive. Yet her
biggest concern was that the posse
would remain silent about the mcident
so her son would not try to end her
independence by placing her !
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Posse-member Viola Perrault, &
former schoolteacher, mentions the
problem of those elderly who are suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s disease and
who no longer can think clearly. Fre-
quently such individuals have to be
rescued from their desert wander-
ings. In other instances, posse mem-
bers act as intermediaries when suf-
ferers become confused.

For example, Jim Blake respondec
to one call that came from a home
where a woman had walked inside and
demanded to know why strangers
were living in her house. The woman
had lived there three years earlier, but
her mind had deteriorated, and she
now was living in a medical facility. Not
only did the posse have to defuze a
confrontation, they also had to help the
woman regain an awareness of hei
changed life.

Although Sun City is a desert com-
munity, monsoon winds can bring tor-
rential rains and short-term flooding
during the late-summer months. The
posse has developed the Quick Re-Ac-
tion Group composed of armed men
and women with extensive advanced
training who can respond to a crisis
caused by a flood, disaster, or cnime.
The community also has purchased a
specially outfitted mobile unit com-
plete with trauma kits. In an emer-
gency any physician arriving at a dis-
aster can use the kits to perform
lifesaving procedures.

Although the only children in Sun
City are the visiting grandchildren of
residents, posse members have tal.i
training in fingerprinting for Opera-
tion Child Identification. They go to
neighboring communities to finger-
print children as a method for counter-
ing kidnappings.

The Sun City Posse remains one of
the most unusual and most effecti\{e
law-enforcement assistance groups In
the nation. The 250 senior citizens !
the posse have shown that dedi.
community volunteers can create i
atmosphere in which residents can feel
safe and secure, knowing that their
neighbors are watching out for them.
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Reagan: a week of planning

Although he was only going to be in Sun City half
an hour, the president of the United States doesn’t
just walk in and start speaking.

Preparations for the visit started Saturday, but
the official announcement that President Reagan
would visit the Sun City Posse wasn’t made until
Tuesday morning.

By Tuesday, White House aides, communication
technicians, Secret Service agents and other mem-
bers of the president’s advance party had surveyed
the area around Posse headquarters and the building
itself, declaring both to be suitable for his visit.

LT. EDWARD Leyva, commander of the Special
Services Division of the Maricopa County Sheriff's
Office, said he was first contacted about the visit late
Friday, and White House staff arrived Saturday to
locate a site for Reagan’s stop.

Initially, Sun City was just one of several possible
sites, Leyva said, so a possible presidential visit was
kept secret until the White House statement was

up outside Posse headqua

Pr'ofes'rers line

rters awaiting

released Tuesday.

Reagan advance men picked Posse headquarters
to hold the visit because of its secure nature, Leyva
explained. The building contains a secure room
where the president can wait to be announced; it is
surrounded by plenty of landing space; and a
telephone network can easily be set up—all necessi-
ties for the visit.

LEYVA DID not know the details of the Secret
Service inspection of the building, although part of
the team inspecting the f[acility included ‘‘anti-
sniper’’ experts.

‘“Exactly what they’re looking for I honestly don’t
know,”" he added.

Overall he was impressed by the speed and
efficiency of the president’s advance party, Leyva
continued. “Everywhere he’s scheduled to go they
arrive, it seems, a week in advance,’” he said. "“Even
the roaches packed up and moved out.”

—MARK COAST

]
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President Réégan.

{Phofo by Morris Berman)
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Former Sun Cuty newsman Doug Morrls recaHs President Reagan’ s 1976 vnsn‘ to Sun City when he
presented the certificate that made Reagan an “‘honorary Sun Citian.’

76 ’f-Ionorary Sun Citian'
visits old stumping ground

By MARK COAST

President Reagan was made an honorary
member of the Sun City Sheriff’s Posse when he
visited today, but his Sun City ties run a little bit
deeper than that.

In his last visit to Sun City, Oct. 26, 1976, the
politician—stumping for the Republican Party
and then-President Gerald Ford’'s re-elec-
tion—was given a certificate by event emcee
Doug Morris making him an ‘‘honorary Sun
Citian”.

“That certificate had no more validity than a
three dollar confederate bill,”’ chuckled Morris.

-Reagan had been touring the United States on
behalf of the Republican Party and was able to
speak in Sun City because of another appointment
in Phoenix, Morris said.

AT THE TIME, Morris remembers, members
of the Sun City Sheriff’s Posse were on hand to
regulate traffic, and the former California gover-
nor and presidential aspirant was flanked by
‘“‘three or four” secret service agents.,

For this visit, the president was preceded by a
team of dozens of White House technicians and
Secret Service agents, preparing for the event.

According to a News-Sun article published
after his appearance, Reagan spoke in the Sun
Bowl to a crowd of .more than 5,000. His talk

centered on ways the Republican platform dif--

fered from the Democratic platform.

“The difference between them and us is that
we want to check government spending, and they
want to spend government checks,”” Reagan
quipped, according to the article.

“ALL OVER this land I have heard Americans
saying that their liberties, their human dignity
and rights are being eroded,” the article quoted
Reagan as saying.

And he continued: “What they are yearning for
is what we stand for.”

Congress, calling it ‘“‘spendthrift and unwilling to
live within its means.”” He accused it of spending
$1 billon each day and borrowing $2 billion every
two days.

He added that the elderly have the most to
gain from the Republican platform since they had
been hardest hit by inflation, the article states.

IN HIS speech, Reagan refuted charges that he
was meeting with supporters to form another
political party. According to the article, Reagan
said, ‘I pledged from the beginning that I would
accept what the party chose, and I haven't
retreated from that.”

Reagan struck a now-familiar chord in his
speech when he touched on defense spending. He
criticized the Democrats for their plans to cut $5-7
billion from the defense budget.

The Republicans, on the other hand, advocate
superiority in arms and favored development of
the B1 bomber, cruise missile and Trident subma-
rine, the article states.

It quoted Reagan as saying: “We are not
talking in the context of winning a war, but of
avoiding a war."”

The actor-turned-politician compared the Dem-
ocratic plank on fair distribution of wealth with
taking away from those who produce and gwmg it .
to those who do not, the article states.

““We object to their social engmeermg because
their programs have failed,” he said. “Their
doctrinaire liberalism makes it impossible for
them to see they’ve failed.

*“That (Democratic) platform does not repre-
sent the common-sense thinking of millions of

, Democrats who feel as we do,” he told the

audience in the Sun Bowl.

“The gulf is widening between the rank and
file and the Democratic leaders, and I believe
millions of Democrats are going to take a walk

this year.” OOER

He also criticized the Democratic-controlled

S —
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eagan to Posse:

That's the spirit’

By MARK COAST

Declaring May to be Older
Americans Month, President Ron-
ald Reagan praised the Sun City
Sheriff's Posse today for making
Sun City a safe place for senior
‘citizens.

» He signed the declaration this
morning in Posse headquarters
before a packed house of Posse
representatives from throughout

Maricopa County.

. ““I know that the residents here
are very grateful that you are out
there- on the streets,” the presi-
dent told the audience after read-
ing two verses from the Posse’s
theme song.

“THAT TRULY is the volunteer
spirit, which is another way of
saying American spirit,” Reagan
said.

Posse Cmdr. Maurine ‘“‘Babe”
Barkdoll presented Reagan with a
Posse cap and shirt and then
handed him a Posse handbook,
saying, ‘“if you are going out on
patrol, ‘there are certain things
that you must abide by.”

Smiling, Reagan accepted the
gifts, and quipped, “I imagine
that makes me duty officer for the
day. ‘You're dismissed. Let’s be
careful out there.”

THE* PRESIDENT arrived by
helicopter in the Shepherd of the
Desert Lutheran Church parking
lot at 10 a.m. and drove by
motorcade down 111th Avenue ‘to.
Posse headquarters. The ceremo-
ny lasted about 20 minutes.

At Posse headquarters, Reagan
watched a mock briefing of the
troops and a handcuffing demon-
stration by Posse members. En-
tering with the president were
United States Rep. Bob Stump
and Maricopa County Supervisor
Hawley Atkinson.

In a brief speech, Reagan told
the audience, consisting largely of
Sun City and Sun City West Posse
members, that older Americans
were - threatend by  things other
than crime. o
- “REMEMBER THE terrifying
‘bully - called 'inflation?” " Reagan
asked, citing inflation statistics of
. less than half of a percent.

- ““Who would ‘have' thought ...

" that .we could ever return to the -

~low inflation of the 1960s?” Rea-
gan continued.. - .

- He said‘the ‘one statistic “‘that
mentz=2 mada 122 :

. “THERE ARE things about the
unemployment statistics that baf-
fle me,”” Reagan admitted, ex-
plaining that 650,000 workers have
‘been -added to the employment
rolls since’ December, but statis-—
tics apparently did not reflect the
new numbers,

- Commenting on a Social Securi-
ty deal recently cut by Congress,

others. us most” is unemploy- -

Reagan contended, ‘It assures
them that Americans will keep
the provisions made in troubled
times,” and would ‘“‘allow the vast
majority of senior citizens to live
productive lives."”

Reagan confessed to the audi-
ence that in preparing his speech
a speech writer had him referring
to senior citizens ‘“‘as ‘them’ in-
stead of ‘us.” ”’

IN PRESENTING Reagan his
honorary membership in the
Posse, Mrs. Barkdoll explained
that in his last visit to Sun City in
1976—on a campaign tour for Ger-
ald Ford—he wasn’t eligible for
the Posse.

-*‘Through perseverance I’'ve
made it,”” Reagan replied.

Contending “‘guns don’t make
criminals,” Reagan told the Na-
tional Rifle Association this after-
noon in Phoenix, “We will never
disarm any American who seeks
to protect his or her family from
fear and harm.”

REAGAN, PRAISING the NRA
as a group that has promoted gun
safety and respect for laws, said
that locking up criminals who use
guns “‘and throwing away the key
is the best gun control law we
could ever have.”

The president, a member of the
NRA, called for changing fire-
arms’ laws ‘“‘whiclr needlessly in-
terfere with the rights of legiti-
mate owners like yourselves.”

But he stopped short of endors-

ing a NRA-backed bill to remove'

most restraints on mail-order gun

sales, repeal a ban on the import =

of cheap handguns and make in-
terstate firearms sales easier.
INSTEAD, REAGAN said in re-
marks prepared for delivery that
he looked forward to “signing a

bill that truly protects the rights
of law-abiding citizens without
diminishing the effectiveness of
criminal law enforcement against
the misuse of firearms.”

Turning to Central America,
Reagan denounced leftists fight-

“ing the El Salvador government

as ‘‘thugs who trample the com-
mon man in their quest for total
power.”’

Urging support for his policies
in the region, the president said
that ‘“‘running away from this
clear-cut responsibility would re-
ward aggression and bring dishon-
or on the good name of the United
States.

“IT WOULD swell the tide of
political and economic instability
in Central America, creating a
new army of refugees and bring-
ing danger closer and closer to
home,” he said.

“I appeal to you today: tell your
representatives they cannot re-
main indifferent to another com-
munist takeover on our doorstep,”
he declared.

Reagan said that although EI
Salvador has made mistakes ‘‘as
we have made mistakes,” the
country is trying ‘‘with great
bravery and against tremendous
odds to build the dream of a
society like ours.”

REAGAN HAS asked Congress
for an additional $110 million in
military and economic aid for El
Salvador. He said guerrillas
there, ‘“‘armed to the teeth by
Nicaragua, Cuba and the Soviets,
are‘determined to shoot their way "
into power.”. ‘ 3
" The military aid is essential, he
insisted, ‘‘because the guerrillas
are deliberately destroying El Sal-
vador’s economy.”

OUER






Posse starts recrmhng drive to offsef aﬂrmon

By JOHN MACHAY
News-Sun staff

- SUN CITY — The Sheriff's
Posse of Sun City is looking for
.- a few good men and women.

. A recent review of the posse’s

: roster showed that Sun City's
finest was short about 60 mem-
" bers, Cmdr. Al Dunn said.

- “Our membership is defi-
nitely down,” Dunn said
.. Monday. “It’s not a great con-

; cern of ours at this time, but we
lmow it’s somethlng we cant let
: go for too long.”

' Dunn said the posse currently
has about 190 members, but the
*  ideal membership would consist

" of 250 Sun Citians.

-+ The drop in membership came
M sudden]y, Dunn said. Although
. several members of the posse
were no longer on active duty
for quite some time, posse offi-
‘. cials discovered the dwindling

thembership only last month.
-~"+ Dunn, who became com-

- mander at the beginning of the
. year, said he decided to run

checks on all the members to

see who was active and who
wasn’t.

“We have to pay insurance on
all the members,” Dunn said.

“As a cost-cutting move, we ..
checked to see who was active

so we could weed out all the
people who weren’t. The ones
who weren’t were cut from the
roster.”

Dunn said several posse
members took leaves for
summer vacations and never
returned to work with the posse.
Other members took sick leaves
and either died or never . re-
turned.

“We have lost a few members
to death,” Dunn said. “It’s real
sad when that happens, but
we're all getting up t.here in
years, and it does happen.”

Also, posse members are re-
quired to work 240 hours a
year, Dunn said. Members who
didn’t put in that much time

last year -were cut from the

roster.
When Dunn was fimshed re-

viewing the roster, more than .

35 members had been removed,

he said.
“It was a good thing that we

. weeded out a lot qf n‘on—act.ive'

members, but then we noticed
that we’'d have to replace
them,” Dunn said

Dunn said the posse’s 190
members are more than enough
to efficiently cover the city — for
now. He said if the posse doesn’t
recruit some members, the posse
may run into a problem during
the summer months.

During the summer, many
members take extended leaves
to visit relatives in other states,

- Dunn said. Also, many Sun City

residents leave the state, mean-
ing more vacant homes for the
posse to watch.

“We have less people, but -
there’s more work,” Dunn said.
“When we conduct vacation
watches, the posse member has
to get out of his car and check
the home. He walks around
back and checks all the doors.
That can take some time. With
all the vacation watches we
conduct, it adds up.”

“To compensate for the lack of
members, the posse is kicking
off a recruiting drive.

Dunn said the posse is start-

rmg the _recruiting drive imme-

Posse’s 1987 report

News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — The Sheriff's Posse
of Sun City operated on a $90,000
budget last year, according to the
posse’s annual report.

Also, the posse drove a total of
‘116,077 miles during performance
of its duties, the report shows.
Posse members worked a total of
70,141 hours.

During 1987, posse members

-responded to:

- @ T56 citizen assists.
¢ 960 motorist assists.
® 252 welfare checks.
e 1,596 ill persons.
. 168 fires.
¢ 192 non-injury car acmdents
¢ 15 car accidents with injuries.
* 80 open doors.
® 7,400 requests to drive by
homes.
® 19437 vacation watches.

diately because it takes four to

. six months to train members.

“They have to learn first aid,
“the duties of the posse and a lot
of other things,” Dunn said. “It
involves classroom time and
training on the field.”
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Our vigilant protectors

The Sun Cities
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SUN CITY WEST Posse Commander Bob Laird
., (left) and Sun City Posse Commander Al Dunn
check out a lead.

O ne evening, a couple of possemen found a lady in
the middle of the street, decked out in a bright
red evening gown, directing traffic. She had obviously
been imbibing a little too much. It took a lot of
persuasion on the part of the possemen to get her out of
the street so that she would not be injured—while her
irate husband (who had apparently been to the same
party) argued that they were spoiling her fun.

More often than not, the missions performed by the
Posses of Sun City and Sun City West are of greater
import to the communities they serve. Operating under
the auspices of the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office,
Posse members are lauded as “our eyes and ears in the
Sun Cities” by Sheriff Dick Godbehere. He goes on to
explain that “there are approximately eight possemen
on the road for every two deputies out there.”

The nearly 400 men and women of the two Sheriff’s
Posses have become so familiar to the residents that
they are often taken for granted. They are always
available to handle traffic control, search and rescue,
vacation watch, and crime prevention. These people
aren’t paid to be there—they are there because they
care about their communities.

Each member of the Sun City Posse is required to
donate a minimum of 20 hours a month; the Sun City
West Posse 18 hours. In 1987, Sun City’s approximate-
ly 200 Posse members contributed over 70,000 man
hours to the county; the same year, the Sheriff’s Posse
of Sun City West donated more than 60,000 man hours.

22

The dollar value represented is astronomical.

Both Posses have several hushband and wife teams.
Sun City West’s immediate past commander, Burke
Stout, and wife Mary Jane, are examples. For the
Stouts the Posse was a factor in their move to Sun City
West. They liked the security it provided and wanted
to be a part of the organization.

Although she and her husband often work together,
Mary Jane has no qualms about being on her own on
patrol. “We never feel isolated. There are always other
patrol cars in the area, and if we need a deputy they are
usually there within three minutes.”

In addition to patrolling, Mary Jane assists Robert
Schirmer with the publication of the Posse paper, The
Scanner.

Sun City West’s current commander, Robert Laird,
hails from New Jersey where he owned an auto repair
shop for 30 years. It was at a newcomer’s get-together
that Laird met posseman Bob Keller, last year’s Pos-
seman of the Year and the namesake for the new Posse
auditorium. Keller introduced him to the organization
and it didn’t take long before he, too, was a member.

“It’s been an education,” says Laird of his newfound
second career. “Being a commander keeps me busier
than when I owned my own business.”

For Lt. Marion Buscemi, the Posse filled a need in
her life at a time when she needed it most. “I was living
in Florida and my husband died. My world was
wrapped up in my home and church, and suddenly

Sun Cities Life
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everything I knew was gone. I didn’t handle being alone
very well. I was on my way to Lake Havasu when I
stopped for three nights in Sun City and fell in love
with it. I didn’t go any further.

“I'm 71, soon to be 72. Last year I put in 941 hours
with the Posse. Women can do the work. If they are
interested, they should come down and apply.”

Of course, the Posses are always looking for people to
join their ranks. To join, you must be a permanent
resident and in good health.

Newly elected Sun City Posse Commander Al Dunn
came from Wisconsin where he was a tool and die
maker. Upon retirement in 1982 he moved to Sun City.
“As a retirement activity I wanted something in the
field of community relations. Then I met Posse Lieu-
tenant Cleo Kirkpatrick. After hearing his description
of Posse activities, I was convinced this is what I was
looking for. The Posses get involved in a variety of
situations, from life threatening, to community threat-
ening, to comic, to mostly routine.”

Commander Dunn, like most Posse members, finds
his greatest reward in the success of a medical call. “I
was on duty one afternoon when a call came in from a
concerned resident who hadn’t seen one of his neigh-
bors for a couple of days and was worried. When I got
there, both doors and the windows were open but the
screens were locked. When [ heard a gurgling sound
coming from the bedroom I called a deputy and we
went in through the window. The man was lying beside

ﬁ Dr. Ronald Barnet is someone to
trust with your cataract surgery. He is one of
Arizona's most experienced ophthalmologists,
having corrected thousands of cataracts
since 1972. He turned a long, costly
operation into a 15-minute surgical
procedure. And a lengthy hospital stay

State licensed.

13200 N. 103rd Ave., Ste. 30
Sun City, AZ 85351
(602) 977-4291

May/June 1988

Cataract surgeons from around the world
attended this man’s symposiums.

Barnet Center of Ophthalmology

3333 E. Camelback Rd., Ste. 122
Phoenix, AZ 85018
(602) 956-3300

his bed where he had fallen after having a stroke. We
got the medics; they worked on him and got him to the
hospital, where he recovered. The medic told me later
that if he hadn’t been found he would have died within
a few hours. That’s all the reward you need—to know
that you've helped save a life.”

Dunn recalled another interesting incident. “A cou-
ple of years ago we ran a cat burglar out of the area. He
was a pretty smart operator. He would park his car in
an unused carport then walk up the alley, trying doors
along the way. He never forced entry or hurt anyone.
He always entered through an unlocked door. Upon
finding one, he’d go in and help himself. We finally ran
him out of this area and he was picked up in another
retirement community. If people would just remember
to lock their doors and windows, it would make it
harder for guys like that to operate.”

“We had an unusual incident at Viewpoint Lake,”
relates longtime Sun City Posseman Earl Root. “It was
kind of amusing. We got word that a woman was being
attacked by a swan. Sure enough, when we arrived we
found the huge bird running at this lady, hitting her
with its wings. My guess is it was merely protecting a
nearby nest. The swan went its way unmolested.” (In
other words, no arrests were made.)

The Sun City Posse’s 1987 Commander, Warren
Roeger, laughs when he thinks of a call he went on a
while back. “I was on patrol and was having some back

Continued on page 24

into outpatient surgery.

Just ask the more than 1,000 surgeons from
around the world who've attended his sympo-
siums. Or his patients who now see
clearly for the first time in years. If you
have cataracts, you should see Dr. Ronald
Barnet today.

Participating
Medicare provider

6553 E. Baywood Ave., Ste. 209
Mesa, AZ 85026
(602) 981-9060
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City. The fire started in one unit—1I think it was caused
by lightning—and it spread to a second unit. Tkere
were six or eight altogether. We arrived there shortly
after the fire department and stayed ‘round the clock
to protect the burned-out units until the residents were
able to return for their possessions.”

A sampling of the diverse services the Posses have
performed at the Sheriff’s request—just in 1987—
include: blocking off Dysart Road because of a gas leak;

N
E traffic control during the Open House at Luke Air
=~ Force Base; and security and traffic patrol at the scene
E of two railroad derailments occurring about a week
E apart.
N Because of the work of the Sheriff’s Posses of Sun
1> City and Sun City West, the crime rate in these two
_: communities is far below average. Not only are the
— & numbers lower, but the nature of the crimes is also less
SUN CITY WEST Posse member Robert Lavell at the violent.
communications keyboard. In all their years of service, despite all the man hours
problems at the time. I was called out to help a man logged, no Sun City or Sun City West Posse member
who had fallen out of bed and broken his hip. The has ever found the need to draw a firearm.
paramedics wanted to give him a shot to relieve his And one final footnote: the Sheriff’s Posse of Sun
pain, but they couldn’t find a vein in his arm, so they City has a famous member—the President of the
gave him nitrous oxide (laughing gas) instead. The gas United States. President Ronald Reagan was made an
must have dispersed into the air, because by the time I honorary member (the only one) in 1983 when he
got out of there I had no pain in my back at all.” visited Posse headquarters. The Sun City Posse was
Roeger talks of another incident. “Awhile back, picked as the outstanding representative of volunteer-
there was a bad fire at an apartment complex in Sun ism across America. L

A Wise Mowve
to Good Living!

Independence. . . with Maximum Comforts

* Furnished or Unfurnished - Short or Longterm
e Studio, one & two bedroom apartments

* Weekly housekeeping
’i;.t/_)iﬂ * Transportation service
. * Free laundry facilities
e 24-Hour Emergency Call System
* Free Continental Breakfast
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Sun City's own...

they're pushing

. for professionalism,

By TIM CLARK -
Staff Writer
(First in a Series)

The Sun City Sheriff’s Posse is on
the move.

The recent announcement that
the volunteer Posse intends to buy
four patrol vehicles marks another
stage in that movement.

Already the Posse has changed
from an outfit whose members
wear white helmets and whistles to
one in which all but 10-15 per cent of
the unpaid volunteers wear $200
uniforms virtually identical to
those of regular deputies.

A recent directive from James
White, Posse executive officer,
states:

“WHEN WEARING the uniform
a full uniform must be worn except
that the white helmet may be
substituted for the headgear. If not
wearing, a uniform the white
helmet and whistle are ac-
ceptable.” .

More changes are expected.

Bill Bryant, Posse public
relations officer, envisions a time
in the near future when the Posse
will be “‘as professional as any
police force.”

Within a year, he expects. the
Posse to have its own building, 24-
hour dispatching, and round-the-
clock patrols.

A KEY element in what local
Posse leaders call an “‘upgrading”
of Posse capabilities is the attitude

proficiency

of Maricopa County Sheriff Jerry
Hill.

“Sheriff Hill is encouraging all
posses to become more familiar

with  laws, traffic, com-
munications, first aid, and
firearms,” reports Lt. Dom

Marino, posse liason officer for the
Maricopa County Sheriff's Office.

The sheriff is moving to ‘‘in-
tensify training for posses,”’
Marino said.

MCSO now has a ‘“‘second man”
training program to prepare
reserve officers and posse mem-
bers to ride with a regular deputy
and assist the regular officer.

MARINO SAID the sheriff is
establishing a program to train a
man from each posse as an in-
structor who then will train posse
members to the ‘‘second man”
level. The sheriff’s office will
continue 'to handle firearms
training.

Bryant of the Sun City Posse
believes this training will result in
a “higher degree of proficiency
and professionalism’ for Sun City
Posse members.

“Eventually I see us as being as
well-trained as a graduate of the
sheriff’s academy, with allowances
for physical limitations,”” Bryant
commented.

Sun City's Posse training
program—a 100-hour course,
Bryant estimates—will be required
of all posse members, from newest
recruits to senior officers.

"EXECUTIVE officer White, a
retired naval officer who holds the
first posse card issued here in 1973,
has seen the Posse develop through
the years.

Initial impetus for the Posse, he
recounted, came from an effort to
form a group here for civil defense
planning.

Eventually it was decided to
form a sheriff's posse as the
vehicle for the organization. Then-
Sheriff Paul Blubaum agreed.

“We were taking anybody,”

‘White recalls of that early period

when membership rolls increased
to 290.

THE POSSE began patrolling
several nights a week and called on
members to participate.

Not all responded. ‘‘Some of
them thought it was a social club,”
White said.

As of May 27, the Posse, with a
maximum authorized strength of
300, included 250 active members
and six applicants waiting for
acceptance.

For patrol purposes, the Posse
now divides Sun City into three
divisions, each with its own
commander.

PRAISE for the Posse, generally

in glowing terms;~ih@s become |

almost routine from Maricopa
County sheriffs.

“Posse members do the citizens
of Sun City a great service. They

take on many chores that other-
wise regular sheriff’s deputies
OVER



would have to do, and they do them

very well,”” Sheriff Hill told a Sun
City audience in January.

Hill has given the Sun City Posse
‘‘posse commitatus’ status,
meaning it is on permanent duty

ere. "
Under state law dating back to
arritorial days, posses can be
wrmed to assist the sheriff in
mergencies.

IN A LETTER dated Dec. 31,
176, Hill expanded that status to a

full-time basis for the Sun City
Posse. .

With that permanent status goes
the power to make arrests as a law
enforcement officer.

“Technically they have arrest
powers. However, we encourage
them to function as ‘eyes and ears’
and information-gatherers. Let the
deputies make the physical
arrests,”” said Marino.

Principal duties of the Posse
patrols are to watch for suspicious

Lt. Herbert Machemer, at
left, shows Sun City
Posse’'s new uniform,
which volunteer members
purchase themselves.
Small photo was taken
when Posse members
began making rounds to
check homes; each wore
natty white helmet and
carried only flashlight and
whistle.

(News-Sun Photos)

persons or vehicles and to check
empty homes under the ‘Vacation
Watch'' program.

VACATION Watch duties in-
crease in summer months, when
many residents leave town.

Posse members who stay in town
find they are called on more
frequently than normal during the
summer because the work is
heavier and the workers fewer.

Bryant describes these
prevention activities as the key to
Posse operations.

“We act as a shield between Sun
City and outsiders who would
disrupt the tranquillity of our
city,” he said.

““We are not concerned about the
deportment of Sun City people,”
the posseman added.

NO CRIME prevention or
detection program can be effective
without the cooperation of the
citizenry, Bryant observed.

“The Posse is an extension of the
citizens’ desire to prevent crime,”
he declared.

If financial support from Sun
City residents is any measure,
citizens here support the Posse's
role in crime prevention.

Last year the Posse fund drive,
which will become an annual
feature, netted in excess of $52,000,
far beyond the projected budget of
around $21,000.
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" =banded together to form the largé
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g0 By SUE CHILDRESS

o Staff Writer ;
% With crime growing in Phoenix and its
5 .
isurroundmg suburbs, lawmakers and en-
Iforcers become more concerned and ad-
T ditional precautions are taken.

%~ Sun City, which could become a target for

¢ law breakers, now has a first line of defense.
§-- With only three Maricopa County Sheriff’s

>

3 Ji@:ﬂf&ﬁa’.ﬁﬂ‘."’ L

# Department patrol cars assigned to the local

; area, the Sun City Sheriff’s Posse has become
# the eyes and ears of the Sheriff’s Department.
& . More than 200 local men and w haye

‘E_.the state of Arizona. Under the
 Capt. Marvin Van Dera, th
3 eived training in traffic c
vation, and patrolling.

THE POSSE began as a part of the
#Defense Emergency Service Comm
# designed to aid citizens should a disast
i strike. But a rash of burglaries and cri
iseemed to necessitate a more permanen

»active group.

2

i Paul Blubaum, took it upon himself to i
| stigate the formation of a posse.

ia« Rather than sit and wait for catastro
&the group wanted to aid and prot
Zcitizens of their community at all time
s were happy, however, to remain re;
“to the committee in the case of d
£ TODAY, more than a year lat
#six lieutenants, and 14 sergea
syoluntary organization. It consi

& 30 former
gmilitary men, professionals, non-
=professionals, and 12 women experienced in
scommunication and traffic control fields. -
4" After applying for membership, applicants
fare screened by posse members and the
sheriff’s Department. If accepted, they are
sissued Deputy Sheriff cards; women receive
@ Special Deputy cards. '

&= ‘We have as much power as any citizen to
& make arrests,” explained Captain Van Dera.
& “When we see a felony in progress, you better
“.believe we are going to make an arrest.”

Sun Citian Andy Wagner, aide to Sheriff;

IN OTHER cases, the power of arrest is
invalid unless Sheriff Blubaum specifically
designates authority or when the posse is
activated for civil defense purposes. Such is
the case in ear , tornadoes, ex-
plosions, floods, tra plane wrecks, and
the like.

The military deg
much like the o
provides a_

tem of contact,
phone chain,
of contacting

¢ of funds,
5 A ibute $5 for hats
and whistles. ;

‘““The hat, whis

tools, and we are

flashlight are our
_ : zed for badges and
uniforms prescribg@dugpecifically for posse
members,” he emphasized.

Among other missions are the Neigh-
borhood and Vacation Watch programs. A
total of 900 homes in Phase 1 and 1,200 homes
in Phase 2 participate in Neighborhood Watch

C Posse expands role

which is cosponsored by the Homeowners
Association.

EACH participating homeowner is
responsible for watching his neighbors’
homes. If any suspicious activity is observed,
watchers are to call the Sun City Crime Stop
number at 262-3121. This is a direct line to the
sheriff’s dispatch desk.

In addition, the Sheriff’s Department has
encouraged Sun Citians to submit vacation
cards when they plan a lengthy excursion.
This aids the department in detecting

_ suspicious circumstances or crimes com-

tt

he department turned the entire
ogram over to the posse, which

-THE past eight months, the Sheriff’s
tment has been sponsoring training
ssions for posse members.

Sessions on the first Tuesday of every
month in Lakeview Center enable the men and
women to earn credits. The better attendance,

~ the more likely a person will be chosen for

special programs and areas of concentration.
Forty members were picked by the
partment Tecently to participate in
earms training, although these ‘‘rookies”
tqualify and meet department standards.
E FIRST phase of firearms training took
& during an August Saturday at the new
i ent—FBI range in Pioneer Village,
an Dera said. Members spent an
target shooting.
embers have been or are being
tra first aid and must pass the standard
Red Cross test to be certified as official posse
“lifesavers.”

During the Spring, posse members created

‘their own traffic jam in the stadium parking

lot for practice in traffic control. Other
practical workshops and drills are performed
periodically. .

In the meantime, a group within the group is
studying flood control here. When the hard
rains hit, posse members will know just what
roads are safe to travel and how to reach their
destinations micklv
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252 volunlgers

he law is
lengthened in this relirement communi-
Wty by the Sun City Sheriff's Posse.

Its 252 volunteer men and women
make up the largest such posse in
Arizona and possibly the nation.

*  Dressed in beige and brown uniforms

; (which they provide themselves), posse

« passes asecurity check by

4

¥
i

« members can be seen patrolling [rom
autos, golf carts, bicycles or on foot,
They direct traffic in emergencies and
special _events, and promote neighbor-
hood watch programs to gain communi-
ty participation in the fight against

; crime.

Captain of the posse is Martin Van
Dera, who had 28 years’ service with
U.S. Naval Intelligence.

Van Dera said that the cost’ of
operating three patrol cars around the
clock with one sheriff’s deputy in each
umt would .'be_about $250,000 annually,

Y Pollce protectlun here is provided by
i the sheriff’s oiﬁoe. i)

R 'n.,‘,.,l 3

"Bec:mxaﬁe *‘of ljixdgetary reztnctlons."
said Van ra\‘ imposgible for the
e i
‘he ~woul’d‘like, to. serve this commumty

e AL
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commilted in our presence,” he said.
“We make no citations for speeding or
traffic vielations, ‘bul we do report
license numbers of speeders.”

Van Dera said posse members are
entitled as cilizens to carry weapons,
and many members lake FBI-sheriff's
office firearms training.

Auto patrols serve in
shifts, concentrating on weekend nights
when police problems are normally

‘ heaviest. They assist the sheriff's office

rhany deputies as

""l‘he posse serves ‘as eyes and ears

“tor 1hé sherlff's office.”
A posse candidate . ‘Who '
' Bureau of Investigation ‘and ' an -oral

board examination, pays a $5 lmtlatmn
!ee and dues fo:§2 a year. -

successtully ;
the Federal -

%

Responsibiht:es include- monthly train-
" mg sessions on traffic, laws, powers of

arrest use of firearms and patrol.

“We are cox;tantly ,leammg,'f said |

Van Dera.
“We have the same powers

~ : 5 of arrest,-
.~ as a sheriff’s deputy when fel_ongies e

ing vacation watch checks and also
carry a “want list” of suspicious
vehicles in the area.

“Sometimes we hit the streels with

as many as 30 cars on patrol if the
sheriff calls us out,” Van Dera said.

The posse works with sophisticated
-~

T T mw, W TR AT Ty
eyes’ for sheriff

yalrol in cars and goll curls lo aid crime watch

three-hour

Apr. 28, 1975

" .
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radio equipment in palrol cars com-
municaling with two base slations, and
contacts the shcn[f‘s office when neces-
sary.

The posse also promotes a Crime
Stop program in which citizens report
anything suspicious.

Posseman William Arlt summed up
the role of the group: “We raise a hue
and cry when we find something
wrong. Our group is inlerested in
preserving this community as a pleas-
ant place to live.”

Maricopa County Sheriff Paul Blu-
baum calls the Sun City posse ‘“one of
the real (nationwide) success stories in
citizen involvement . . . I am proud of
the posse and the willingness of mem-
bers to be involved.”

re
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Republic photo by Roy Cosway

Sun City Sheriff’s Posse members, from left, Lt. Armsirong plan a training execrcise. The posse has
Carl Zoeller, Capt. Martin Van Dera, and Lt. Jurl 252 volunteer members.



12 Administration
13 Duty Officer
14 Traffic Control
15 C.P.R. Training
16 Electrician
17 Building Maintenance
18 Recruiting
19 Firearms Training

( not mandatory)

As you can see, there are many facefs
of the Sheriff's Posse of Sun City West that
are interesting and are enjoyed by more

Photos by John E. Lewis

R N
OMMANDER - —

than 225 Posse Persons, all residents. We
are proud to state that our roster has 13%
women and 10% Husband and Wife
teams, that work fogether. When you
become one of us, after a few years
experience, you may want to run for
commander,

20 Commander

If you are interested in learning more
about becoming a member of this proud
organization, fill-in the aftached tear-off
and mail it fo us. We will contact you and
set up a time for an interview with our
Recruiting Department, ar your
convenience.

Lt. John E. Lewis
Public Relations Officer
Sheriff's Posse SCW

“If We Can Do If
You Can Do It”



monfhly fours, could be an extension of
hobbies that you enjoyed prior to your
retirement - such as:

Home Security
Personal Security ‘
Block Watch ,
Vehicle Maintenance 1
Car Care :
Photography .\
Data Processing E
i
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We offer you the opportunity fo give

something back to your community, to
meet and know your neighbors and have
fun doing it. The
Sheriff’s Posse of Sun [}
City West is looking :‘
for a few good men
and women to fill
their ranks. 3
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To join our Posse
you must be a
permanent resident of Sun City West - be
of good moral character - no felony
convictions - must possess a valid Arizona
drivers license - have an Arizona
registered vehicle - be in good health
and be a U.S. citizen.

Patrol Our Streets 22X
Radio Control Dispatcher
Vacation Watch

(checking security of homes for
those who are away)

BwN

Each tour is 6 hours duration and there
are 3 tours per month that are required.
One of each, or 3 of a kind, you select
your preference. There is one informative
monthly meeting required for all Posse
persons o attend that lasts about 2
hours. Coffee, doughnuts and fellowship
prevail.

After completing one of the finest

training courses, presented at our Posse
Headquarters, you may choose to either:

Other opportunities available for you
to participate in after you qualify with 3




PURPOSE

The Sun City Posse has the primary
function of crime prevention in Sun City
and to act as the eyes and ears of the
Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office. Also
a main function is to be of assistance
to the citizen’s of Sun City and to be of
help whenever we can.

Although we are a separate non-profit
organization we operate under the direct
authorization of the office of the Sheriff
of Maricopa County and are subject to
call when needed to assist the Sheriff’s
Office in or out of Sun City.

FUNDING

The Sun City Posse does not receive any
County, State, or Federal funds to carry
out the programs of the Posse.

On October 1 of each year a letter is
sent to each homeowner in Sun City
asking them to support the Posse.
Response to these requests have been
most gratifying and for this your Posse
is extremely grateful. Your generous
support allows us to carry on our
programs and to help maintain one of
the lowest crime rates in the nation.

The Posse is constantly seeking ways
to improve and upgrade our services to
the community and with your continued
support these programs will be accom-
plished in the years to come.

Since all Posse members are unpaid
volunteers, the savings to the taxpayers
is a very significant sum.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Sun City Posse is always in need of
qualified men and women to become
members of this fine organization.

To become a Posse member no previous
police experience is necessary. However
several of our members have had some
law enforcement background. All that is
required is that you be in reasonably
good health, be a permanent resident of
Sun City, have an unrestricted Arizona
driver’s license, and be of good moral
character. We will train you to become a
qualified Posse member. If you are
interested in becoming a member of this
proud organization or you would like
more information on the Posse, please
call 972-2555 Monday thru Friday from
9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. or if you prefer
write to:

SUN CITY SHERIFF'S POSSE
P. 0. BOX 6
SUN CITY, AZ 85372

SUN CITY
POSSE



ORGANIZATION

In 1973 a group of Sun City citizens
banded together as a Civil Defense unit
to patrol the streets of Sun City as a
crime deterent.

In 1974 the Sun City Posse was
formed and became an incorporated
non-profit organization with the blessing
of the Sheriff’s Department. The Posse
grew each year and went from patrolling
in private cars with CB radios to the
present day of having fully equipped
patrol cars and our own radio station
and Posse building.

The Posse business is conducted by a
board of Governors consisting of 12
elected members serving 3 year terms
and 4 appointees serving | year. Each
year a new commander is elected to
serve | year and 4 new board members
are elected to replace the 4 outgoing
governors. The commander holds the
rank of Captain and board members
hold the rank of Lieutenants.

VACATION WATCH

If a home is to be unoccupied for an
extended period of time, the resident
can fill out a vacation watch card (10
days prior to leaving) and the Posse
will periodically check the house while
the owner is away. Vacation Watch
cards may be obtained from the Posse
office, Recreation Center office, and all
Fire Stations. Also each Posse patrol
car has them and you can obtain one
from them. Should you need a card
and you see one of our patrol cars,
they will be happy to stop and give you
one. Approximately 20,000 vacation
watch inspections are made each year
which proves this program is very
successful and one that the citizens of
Sun City appreciate and utilize.

TRAINING

Each Posse member is required to pass
sz}tisfactorily, training courses that consist
of:

Organization & Mission
Search & Rescue
Vacation Watch
Posseperson & the Law
Uniform & Dress
Traffic Control
Communications
First Aid
Cardiopulmonary
Resusitation (C.P.R.)
Defensive Driving

In addition they must complete a
minimum of 6 training rides when the
basic training courses are completed.

In order to carry a firearm, additional
training in weapons handling and firing
is required. The Posse now has a range
and excellent facilities for carrying out
this program. Also the Posse has
certified range personnel to instruct
and qualify our members to carry firearms.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Sun City Posse has one of the finest
radio networks available. We have recently
installed two new base communication
consoles that allow immediate contact
with the Sheriff’s Office, Rural Metro
Fire and Ambulance Service, and the
towns surrounding Sun City. The two
radio scanners pick all transmissions to
these departments and our radio dis-
patcher can send patrol units where it is
deemed necessary. The Posse responds to
all fire calls, all medical calls, and all
accidents in Sun City. In addition, five
duty officers patrol cars are also equipped
with scanners and have direct contact with
the Sheriff’s Department. The Posse also
has a mobile communications unit that is
useful in search and rescue, and disaster
operations, and has responded to many
requests to aid in these missions.

OTHER PROGRAMS
The Posse has several active programs
to benefit the citizens and businesses
of Sun City.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Community involvement is the main
ingredient to this program. A neighbor-
hood which is interested will contact the

Posse or the Sheriff’s office and the
program will be explained to them.
Basically it means each neighbor watches
the others property. Neighbors are more
aware of strangers in the area than
anyone else.

HOME SECURITY CHECKS
Upon request a trained Posse team will
visit your home and check inside and
out for security, and will offer sugges-
tions on how to upgrade the security of
the property if it is deemed necessary.

OPERATION IDENTIFICATION

All the commercial offices and businesses
of Sun City have a visable card posted in
their windows or doors with a coded
number. Since most problems occur
when the businesses are closed, this coded
number enables the Posse and the
Sheriff’s offices to locate the owner or
his representative to respond to the
location to help resolve the problem.



