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1800s. Ambitious Civil War veteran Wil-
liam John Murphy left his life in Illinois
as a contractor and headed west, arriv-
ing in the Arizona Territory with his wife
and four children in 1880, according to
the Glendale Arizona Historical Society.

Along with three business partners,
Murphy built a 40-mile stretch of canal
from the Salt River and Granite Reef
Dam to New River, bringing irrigation
water to what was once desolate open
desert.

He bought up large swaths of land
south of the canal, along with its water
rights, and chiose to name it Glendale. To
recoup his expenses, he marketed the
land to temperance-minded farmers and
settlers looking west. A newspaper ad-
vertisement from the Arizona Weekly
Gazette in 1892 invited the teetotalers to
the “Colony of Glendale.” Murphy’s Ari-
zona Improvement Company later built
an 18-mile diagonal stretch of Grand Av-
enue toconnect Glendale with downtown
Phoenix to attract more residents.

The Glendale Arizona Historical Soci-
ety office is located in historic Saguaro
Ranch Park, 9802 N. 59th Ave., Glendale.

Qoodyear

As youmight expect, the city was part
of the 16,000 acres purchased in 1917 by
the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company
of Akron, Ohio.

According to the city website, the deal
was facilitated by Goodyear executive
Paul Litchfield, another important name

-in West Valley history, so the company
could grow cotton to make rubber air-
plane tires during World War 1.

Arizona's climate and soil were ideal-
Iy suited to grow the cotton needed. The
community was initially called “Egypt”
for the Egyptian cotton grown there, but
was later named after company founder
Charles Goodyear.

Goodyear history is preserved by the
Three Rivers Historical Society. Call
623-386-1397.

LK chfield Park

The first land claims in what is now
Litchfield Park were filed in 1910 by Wil-
liam Kriegbaum of Riverside, Calif. The
640 acres included land, which is now in
the downtown area, that was initially go-
ing to be developed as citrus groves west
of the Agua Fria River, according to the
Litchfield Park Historical Society.

But in 1916 and 1917, the Goodyear
Tire and Rubber Company snapped up
the original land claims and more total-

LITCHFIELD PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Paul Litchfield looks over one of his cotton
fields in the 1930s. He came to Arizona to
supervise Goodyear Tire's farms,

Goodyear's inﬂuencew

The historic Wigwam Resort in Litchfield Park,
originally called Organization House, started
as modest guest housing for Goodyear Tire
executives visiting from headquarters in Ak-
ron, Ohio, -

It was was expanded and opened as a public
resort in Novemnber 1929, and has welcomed
notables such as actor Paul Newman, baseball
greats Mickey Mantle and Jackie Robinson
and former United 5tates President Gerald
Ford.

From 1931 to 1944, the area aiso was home to
the test site for Goodyear auto, truck and
tractor tires.

ing 16,000 acres to grow cotton for its tire
products.

Paul Litchfield was sent by the com-
pany to oversee the project and Good-
year Farms, which put thousands of
acres under cultivation. In the 1920s
Litchfield and wife Florence built a
beautiful winter estate, Rancho La Lo-
ma, on the hill overlooking the townsite.

The company town was officially
named Litchfield Park in 1926.

Visit the Litchfield Park Historical
Society at 13912 W. Camelback Road,
Litchfield Park.

Surprise

Nancy Alcock of the Surprise Histori-
cal Society offers up a few anecdotes.
Seventy-five years ago, Flora Statler
purchased and began marketing lots ina
square mile in what is modern-day Sur-
prise, an area now referred to as the
Original Town Site. Her husband, Homer
Charles Ludden, was born in Surprise,
Neb., and moved to Glendale in 1905,
which may explain the name.

However, her daughter Elizabeth
Stoft claims her mother chose the name
because “she would be surprised if the
town ever amounted to much.”

See CITIES, Page 5
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Surprise was incorporated as a city in
1960 after an unsuccessful bid by El Mi-
rage in 1959 to annex the land.

Surprise Historical Society is part of
the Surprise Regional Chamber of Com-
i‘)nlerce located at 16126 N. Civic Center

aza.

Sun City

Trimble says Sun City opened on Jan,
1, 1960, in what was the cotton farming
community of Marinette, It was along
Grand Avenue that roughly followed the
old stagecoach road from Phoenix to
Wickenburg.

Sun City was the first community of
its kind in the world, drawing older
Americans to the sunny climate for re-
tirement. At first it was called the Mari-
nette Retirement Community, but after a
nationwide naming contest, developer
De] Webb selected the name Sun City.

Webb was nervous about its success,
but sold 200 homes by the end of that
first month and 2,000 by the end of the
year.

Visit the Del Webb Sun Cities Mu-
seum at 10801 Oakmont Drive, Sun City.

Tolleson

This West Valley city’s history is well-
documented, founded in 1912 (the same
year as Arizona’s statehood) by Walter
and Alethea Tolleson, and incorporated
in 1929, according to the city. The family
migrated to Arizona in 1908 from South
Carolina, and in 1910 purchased a 160-

WIGWAM RESORT
The historic Wigwam Resort in Litchfield Park, originally called Organization House, started as
modest guest housing for Goodyear Tire executives visiting from headquarters in Akron, Ohio.

acre ranch for a mere $16,000 at the in-
tersection of 91st Avenue and Van Buren
Street,

Walter Tolleson reopened the first
stagecoach stop to Yuma 10 miles west of
downtown Phoenix and the old “Ten Mile
Store” at that southwest corner, and
formed the nucleus for the founding of
the town. To attract prospective resi-
dents to the viable farming community,
Tolleson chartered a train and provided
lunch and tours. The promotion paid off
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and 80 lots at $50 each were sold in one
day.

For mcre information about Tolleson
history, visit the city’s library at 9555 W.
Van Buren St., Tolleson.

Buckeye

Thomas Newt Clanton, with a party of
six men, three women and 10 children,
setout from Creston, Jowa, in 1877 bound
for Arizona. Clanton suffered from on-
going health problems and believed Ari-
zona’s climate would improve his condi-
twon.

The travelers settled near the area
that would become the town of Buckeye,
according to the Buckeye Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce. The area received a
boost with the construction of the Buck-
eye Canal, built from 1884 to 1886 by Mal-
in Monroe Jackson, along with Joshua L.
Spain and Henry Mitchell.

Jackson named the canal in honor of
his native Ohio, known as the Buckeye
State. In 1887, Clanton applied for a post
office, and in 1888, the United States
Postal Service granted the request, nam-
ing the new station “Buckeye” after the -
canal.

Learn more about Buckeye history at
the Buckeye Valley Chamber of Com-
merce at 508 E. Monroe Ave., Buckeye.
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Street namnes carry

LESLEY WRIGHT
THE REPUBLIC + AZCENTRALCOM

If you want a West Valley
road named after you, it helps to

. behave aprominent place in Ar-

izona history, whether as an of-
fice worker or a businessman.

Litchfield, Thomas, Dysart,
Del Webb and McDowell — a
Civil War general who never
even passed through Arizona —
all stand proud on signs for
some of the region’s most fre-
quently traveled roadways.
They dug canals, built sprawl-
ing ranches and developed mas-
ter-planned communities.

Some local road names are
quirky. Jackrabbit Trail appar-
ently was named after great
bands of the creatures that ran
over the desert before houses
displaced their environment,
according to Nancy Alcock,
president and founder of the
Surprise Historical Society.

“A lot of the subdivisions still
have the ranch names,” she
said.

Most local roads have some
historical roots. Roads in the
small community of Wittmann,
for example, carry British
names such as London Road,
Norwich, Yorkshire and Mont-
gomery. Alcock traced them
back to English prospectors.
They came to work the Vulture
Mine in Wickenburg in the late
19th century and pined for their
hometowns overseas.

Another story holds that Del
E. Webb Development Co. of-
fice workers named the streets
in Sun City Grand, a Surprise
retirement community of near-
1y 10,000 homes.

A number of regional streets
traverse the entire Valley. Cit-
ies such as Phoenix and Scotts-
dale generally follow guidelines
suggested by the Maricopa As-
sociation of Governments to
give north-south streets num-
bers and let developers choose
the names of east-west routes.

In the West Valley, however,
some of the major north-south
roads carry the names of locally
famous pioneers.

Here is the history behind
roads traveled by thousands of
residents every day:

history lessons

GLENDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

This photo from the 1940s shows the intersection of Grand Avenue and 59th Avenue in Glendale. A large overpass
has since replaced the intersection. Grand Avenue was named by Glendale founder William J. Murphy.

» McDowell Road: Civil War
Gen. Irvin McDowell (1818-85)
was a stranger to Arizona. He
commanded Union troops at the
Battle of Bull Run and led the
Army Department of the Pacif-
ic. That was enough of a legacy
togive hisname to Fort McDow-
ell, a cavalry outpost near the
Verde and Salt rivers, and the
road that led to it from Phoenix.
The fort lasted from 1865 t0 1895
but the Yavapai Indian Commu-
nity uses the name.

» Thomas Reoad: William E.
Thomas gave his name to this
road, which runs through the
Southwest Valley and crosses
into the East Valley. Thomas
was the Arizona territorial dep-
uty county recorder at the turn
of the century and owmed a
ranch just north of the Phoenix
city limits.

» Camelback Road: The
road was named after the moun-
tain that is famous for looking
like a lying-down camel.

» Bethany Home Road: Be-
thany Home was a tuberculosis
sanitarium operated by a reli-
gious group in the early 1900s.
Doctors around the country of-
ten would send tuberculosis pa-
tients to Arizona, where they as-

sumed the clean, dry air would
help them recover.

» Glendale Avenue: The
origins of the name “Glendale”
are murky, even to city histori-
ans. Founder William J. Mur-
phy, an early developer in the
Valley, needed to sell land to pay
off debts he acquired while
building the Arizona Canal. City
records show that he used the
name Glendale in marketing
materials as far back as 1885.
No records exist explaining
whey he chose the name, how-
ever. the road stretches across
west Phoenix to 22nd Street,
where the name changes to Lin-
coln Drive.

» Bell Road: Well known as
the only major east-west route
for drivers in the Northwest
Valiey, Bell carries the name of
Harvey Bell, a farmer who
helped create the Paradise
Verde Irrigation District in
1916.

» Grand Avenue: Glendale
developer William J. Murphy
laid out the first leg of Grand
Avenue in 1887 to atiract set-
tlers to the new colonies of
Glendale and Peoria. This is a
rare diagonal road in a region
built primarily on grids. Grand

cuts through six communities.
As it travels west of Loop 303,
the road becomes more of a tra-
ditional highway and roughly
follows an old stagecoach route
to Wickenburg and beyond. It
originally hooked up with inter-
state routes that ran from the
East Coast to Los Angeles.

» Thunderbird Road: This
road led to Thunderbird Field
No. 1, a training facility for Al-
lied pilots from 1939-1946. The
site isnow home of the Thunder-
bird School of Global Manage-
ment.

» Cactus Road: This road led
to the small town of Cactus,
which was northeast of Sunnys-
lope in Phoenix. :

» Greenway Road: Arizona
pioneer John Greenway (1872-
1926) was an engineer who de-
veloped the copper mine at Ajo
and helped build the reputation
for one of the five “C’s” that
make the state famous — citrus,
copper, climate, cotton and cat-
tle. He was one of Teddy Roose-
velt’s Rough Riders in the Span-
ish-American War and his wife,
Isabella, was Arizona’s first
female representative in the
U.S. Congress.

» Pinnacle Peak Road: This



js another road that traverses
the Valley. Its name comes from
Pinnacle Peak, a granite sum-
mit near Pima Road in Scotts-
dale.

» Dysart Road: Rancher Na-
thaniel Martin Dysart donated
1and to build the Dysart School
in what was then a rural, isolat-
ed areanear Surprise. It opened
as a one-room schoolhouse,
complete with pot-bellied stove,
in 1920. He sat on the Dysart
School Board until his death in
1955.

» Litchfield Road: Takes its
name from Paul W. Litchfield, a
Goodyear Co. executive. In the
early 1900s, he acquired West
Valley land to grow the cotton
that would strengthen the com-
pany’s rubber tires. He later
founded Litchfield Park.

» Deer Valley Road: This
street name came about when
Phoenix held a contest in the
1940s or 1950s to pick names for
regions in the city. Deer Valley
won in the northern section.

» Del Webb Boulevard: Del
E. Webb was a Valley developer
who founded the original Sun
City in 1960 and made the con-
cept of retirement communities
famous around the world.

» Lake Pleasant Road: This
road runs through north Peoria
to Lake Pleasant, a 10,000-acre
reservoir near the Maricopa-
Yavapai county line, and the
Lake Pleasant Regional Park.

» Jadkrabbit Trail: This road
was named after the large
bands of big-eared hares that
roamed much of the West Valley
before development predomi-
pated. The Sonoran Desert’s an-
telope jackrabbit is one of the
largest hares in North America

_and can weigh up to 10 pounds.

Sources: Surprise: “A History
in Progress” by Carol Palmer,
and “Glendale, Century of Di-
versity” by Dean Smith and
Paula Hardo; Surprise Histori-
cal Society; “Arizona Stories”
and Arizona Sonora Desert Mu-
seum.

Compiled by Republic reporters
Lesley Wright, Belty Reid, Michael
Clancy, Maria Polletta and
Srianthi Perera.
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space in the West Valley, and serves a
wider community through its educa-
tional outreach to school children and
through such crowd-drawing and -
pleasing events as Artomobilia, the
vehicle-themed outdoor arts show.

The museum split from Phoenix in
1980 and became a museum without
walls as its collection moved from a
Merrill Lynch stock brokerage office to
a variety of venues in the Sun City

Eventually, with a gift of land from
the Del Webb Corp., construction of its
owTl arts structure in the Agua Fria
River valley began in 1983,

An addition, the Jensen Wing, was
needed by 1987, with a larger expan-
sion in 1996,

That year, the building was signifi-
cantly expanded as a gift from Mr. and
Mrs. Robert J. Hoover, adding new
exhibit space, a kitchen and tea room
for food service, and lecture hall and
an outdoor courtyard, at a cost of $1.5
million.

All of the museum’s construction,
from the first through today, has been
undertaken with private gifts. No gov-
ernment grants or tax dollars have
been used.

Although the area around the
museum now sprouts housing and
may get a shopping area along Bell
Road, the museum has additional

Museum boasts extensive library

space for expansion as needed.

A series of permanent collections,
including an unusual gathering of
native and national costumes, alter-
nates with exhibitions on loan from
other sources or artists, to keep some
fresh material before the public at all
times.

Regular lectures, too, help keep
members and visitors informed about
the arts.

And increasingly the museum has
used its expanded quarters for arts-
related programs or meetings, in a way
that gives the casual visitor an oppor-
tunity to see some artworks while
attending for another purpose.

The museum also houses a fairly
extensive arts library,

A museum store/gift shop offers
arts-related gifts including reproduc-
tions of fine arts, though only a very
few from the museum’s own collec-
tions.

Volunteer docents and a host of oth-
ers, from the gift shop clerks to crafts
teachers, keep the museum an active,
busy place year-round..

The museum is closed on Monday.
Admission is charged for those who are
not members.

Address: 17425 N. Avenue of the
Arts, Surprise, That's about a block
north of Bell Road between the Sun
City and Sun City West, at 114th Ave-
nue. Phone: 972-0635.

T



















v UV EFE SC \Qt\\“q‘\\’@‘/’l

Page 14

Daily News-Sun e Tuesday, March 28, 2000

Faith pulls community together

FROM DAILY NEWS-SUN FILES

he growth and devel-
opment of the reli-
gious community in
Sun City began with
the birth of the community.

Call the roll of denomina-
tions and among those who will
answer “here” are the Baptists,
Catholics, Lutherans, Episco-
palians, Methodists, Presbyteri-
ans, Christians, United Church
of Christ, Disciples of Christ,
Seventh-day Adventists,
Assembly of God, Jews, Christ
Scientists, Quakers, Latter-day
Saints and others.

The growth of the religious
community has been the result
of numerous factors. It has
been in keeping with trends
starting with the beginnings of
our nation, settlers moving in
and bringing their church with
them.

The Del E. Webb Develop-
ment Co. anticipated this need
and from the beginning desig-
nated certain strategic proper-
ties for church sites.

This enabled congregations

as they began to organize to
have a place to build their
churches.

Among those who pioneered
Sun City were those who had
been the leaders of their
churches before coming to Ari-
zona. They were experienced
leaders and good church men
and women.

They knew what to do and
how to find each other. They
brought skilled leadership in
church management and
administration.

They effectively put their
skills to work and the churches
began to take their places.

It has been observed that
those involved in starting the
churches were also the kind of
people who were among the top
10 percent of the contributors
to their home churches. They
were liberal in their giving in
Sun City.

This became evident,
because as in no other commu-
nity in the country, the congre-
gations financed their new
buildings effectively by selling

bonds within the church family.

These bonds often were paid
ofl well ahead of schedule. This
enabled the congregations to
build adequately from the very
beginning. Some were able to
build their complete church at
one time.

The development of the
beautiful, attractive and func-
tional buildings has made Sun
City a showplace of church
structures.

It has been suggested that
these church pioneers dreamed
of the churches they wish they
could have had in the past —
and built them. The buildings
provide well for the spiritual,
physical and fellowship needs
of the people.

A most important element of
the development of the religious
community has been the stat-
ure of pastoral leadership
attracted to meet the challenges
of new churches and a syna-
gogue in a new community.

An unusual development of
pastoral leadership comes from
the fact that numerous minis-
ters began moving in as they
retired in other communities.

They became supportive in
their respective congregations,
adding fine creative leadership.

Still another aspect of minis-
terlal leadership became unique
to Sun City. Most pastors have
served their churches until
their retirement and then have
stayed right in Sun City. Their
support of the continuing min-
istry has been helpful.

The vitality of the Sun City
religious community has been
marked by continuing growth of
concern for the welfare of Sun
Citians.

" There has been a fine sense
of working together in caring
for their own and reaching out
to help others through the min-
isterial association.

The most noticeable in this
area has been the development
of Interfaith Services to provide
counseling and day care for the
community. :

Ministering to a communi
of aging people has become
specialized to meet the needs of
those people no longer able to

$Seo Roligious, Page 19

DAILY NEWS-SUN FILE PHOTQ
The United Church of Sun City,
11250 N. 107th Ave., was the
community's first church.
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Religious community
nurtures ecumenism

From Page 10

care for themselves in their own
houses.

The United Community
Church sponsored Sun Valley
Lodge. The Evangelical Luthe-
ran Good Samaritan Society
established the Good Shepherd
Retirement Center, Faith Pres-
byterian sponsored Royal Oaks,
the Lutheran Brethren Church
sponsored the Wooddale Village
retirement apartments and the
Baptist Church initiated Hines
Village in Youngtown, the fore-
runner of Baptist Village.

The Salvation Army com-
pleted a service center with a
chapel In late 1983 In Peoria
just north of Sun City. Chap-
lain services are provided at
Boswell Memorial Hospital.

Togetherness has been
marked by events sponsored by
the Ministerlal Association —
Easter Sunrise services at the
Sun Bowl, Thanksgiving ser-
vices at the Sundome, annual
Holocaust Memorial Service.

Here is a list of congrega-
tions organized in Sun City

through 1995:
1960: United Community
Church (United Church of Sun

City), St. Christopher's Episco- .

pal Church.

1961: St. Joachim and St.
Anne Roman Catholic Church,
Shepherd of the Desert Luthe-
ran.
1962: First United Presbyte-
rian (First Preshyterian).

1963: First United Method-
ist.

1964: First Church of Christ,
Scientist.

1966: Fountain of Life Luth-
eran.

1967: Lakeview United Meth-
odist, Church of the Palms
(United Church of Christ), First
Southern Baptist (First Bap-
tist).

1969: Temple Beth Shalom.

1970: St. Clement of Rome
Catholic, Unity Church of Sun
City.

1971: Bellevue Heights
American Baptist, First Chris-
tlan Church.

1972; Falth United Presbyte-
rian (Faith Presbyterian), All
Saints of the Desert Episcopal,

DALLY NEWS-SUN FILE PHOTO

All Saints of the Desert Episcopal Church on Hutton Drive is among many examples of the beautiful
architecture of Sun City's houses of worship.

Evangel Church Assembly of
God, Qur Savior Evangelical
Lutheran,

1974: American Lutheran.

1975: Unitarian-Universalist
(now meets in Surprise), Grace
Bible.

1976: Congregational
Church of Sun City, Willow-
brook United Methodist, Valley
Church of Religious Science

(now meets in Peoria).

1977: St. Elizabeth Seton
Catholic.

1979: Sun City Christlan
(Disciples of Chrlst).

1981: Seventh-day Adven-
tist.

1984: Quaker Worship, St.
Alban’s American Episcopal (5t.

- Alban’s Anglican Church now

meets in Peoria), Salvation

Army.

1991: West Valley Christian
Fellowship (Reformed Church}.

1995: Latter-day Saints.

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Rev.
Leslie J. Ross, pastor of First
United Methodist Church in Sun
City for elght years, was the
principal author of this story.

T —
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History
Highlights

. onstruction on La
Ronde Centre began in
1970. The first tenants
began operating in
1972.

La Ronde’s unique, com-
pletely circutar layout was
appropriate for the times,
when Sun City neighborhoods
were going around in circles.

The Centre was known for
the first movie theater, Alco,
the first printing shop and the
home of several financial insti-
tutions, including First Feder-
al, First Interstate Bank, Ari-
zona Bank and Continental
Bank.

00

Greenway Terrace was
under construction at the
same time as La Ronde Cen-
tre, with the first retailer, Al
Mart Gift Shop, opening its
doors Nov. 1, 1972. The two
anchor stores, Lucky’s Food
Stores and Walgreens Drugs,
opened their doors in 1973.

L X X

Thunderbird Plaza began
construction Jan. 1, 1973, and
finished the same year. The
smalfest of the Sun City cen-
ters was also one of the most
popular, with a strategic loca-
tion at Thunderbird Boulevard
and 99th Avenue.

Thunderbird Plaza was typi-
cai of Sun City shopping cen-
ters with a large grocery store,
A.J. Bayless; drug store, Vaiue
Drug Center; jewelry store,
Liska Jewelers; a beauty
salon, Valley Beauty Salon;
and a distinctive restaurant,
Sing High.

00

Bell Camino Center was
Sun City's first shopping cen-
ter north of Bell Road to serve
what Sun Citians call Phase |1}
and it was the last one built by
Deveo in Sun City.

It's also the second-largest
center in square footage, with
97,790 square feet. Its two
largest tenants, Safeway and
Long’s Drugs, opened in late
1977.

Bell Camino had its own
selection of unique stores,
including the Lovin’ Touch
Deli and General Nutrition
Center._









RNAALARRRRREEENRESS SAURAA R AATALATAANANTL LM UUMARUEUOMOIWBIMOBMOOOWOIWOIWOIOOWOSOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOORNRR NN

J

C 41 Happy 40th An‘niversar‘y Sun Cil'y.'

from

PAILIMBROOK COUNTRY CLUB

« Play Affordable
Golf & Tennis on Come see us for the

OutstandingFacilities | Apniversary Parade

* Enjoy Fine Dining ‘
in an Elegant Setting ,On AP r ll Ist. . |
. Take Part in We’ll have our own unit 1
Organized Ongoing of decorated golf carts.
Social Activities

4 No Residential “Hole-in-One” Golf Tournament
"ﬁ Restrictions NOVEMB ER 6-8
2 Minimum Age . .
Requirements - 40 Years $50,000 to the first hole-in-one!
Golf & Social - ‘ - ;
Membgf{hips%gﬂawe Open to the public (Call for details).
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Interests spawn clubs

MONICA ALONZO-DUNSMQOR
DAILY NEWS-SLN

fyou like to quilt, paint china,
- make baskets, walk, run or jog or
discuss politics or religion, there's
a place for you and a club to join
in Sun City.

Those are just a few of the activities
that abound in the community celebrat-
ing its 40th anniversary. There is virtu-
ally something for everyone. From arts
and crafts to sports and fitness to ser-
vice and fraternal — there are 143
chartered clubs in the Recreation Cen-
ters of Sun City alone; dozens more in
the community at large.

Patricia Bruyn is the clubs and activ-
ities manager for Sun City’s recreation
centers.

Although she said there haven't been
too many changes in the club scene
during her five years of service, she said
she gets calls about the computer club
nearly every day.

She said that the interest in exercise
clubs is also picking up.

“Most people already pretty much
know what they're interested in,” Bruyn
said. “But newcomers to the city will
generally call and ask for information
on different clubs.”

Helen Boothe is the president of the
Sun City Doll Study Club, a club that
has been around since 1981.

“We meet every Tuesday and we

sew,” she said. “They're not formal
meetings, we sit and we sew costumes
for antique dolls. We also attend other
events. It's quite a popular hobby. It's a
place to get together and play.”

The Doll Study Club has 13 active
members and two associate members.
Boothe joined the club nearly 15

years ago.

“My particular reason {for enoying
antique dolls) is that when | was a little
girl and after the Depression, there was
no money and [ didn't have any dells,”
she said. “So when [ grew up, [ bought
myself cne, and cne thing led to anoth-
er.”

And when the need arises, a new
club is usually formed to meet the
need.

Richard Bondon, president of the
Auto Repair Savings Club, recently
founded the club that meets four times
a year.

“We had our first meeting this
month,” he said. “Auto bills are very
high, particularly fer seniors. What
we're trying to do is find reputable
repair shops with knowledgeable
mechanics that do quality work and
charge fair prices.”

For information on rec centers clubs,
call 876-3000. For other clubs, read
the Daily News-Sun calendar each
Monday.

5

22,

SYMPTOMS:

* Loud Snoring Interrupted by Pauses
Falling Asleep at Inappropriate Times

®* Morning Headaches
® Depression
High Blood Pressure

For a sleep questionnaire call:

623-972-1151

EFFECTIVE TREATMENT IS AVAILABLE

Secp Apes Consten

Vito Del Deo, M.D.
10503 W. Thunderbird Blvd., Suite 103
Sun City, AZ 85351

Phone: 623-972-1151 ® Fax: 623-972-4375

Cnoring ie
No Laughing Mattor

It Could Be The Cause Of High
Blood Pressure and Stroke!

319581
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Services
From Page 45

peer counseling, This is a [ree service,
and we traln volunteers to go into peo-
ple’s homes to counsel them,” Kenney
sald.

Interfaith relies on about 400 volun-
' teers, he said.

Their efforts will be recognized at an
April 8 breakfast, details forthcoming.

To reach Interfaith Services, call
584-4999.

Some additional Services in the
community:

® American Red Cross provides free
transportation for the elderly and dis-
abled. For information, call 972-3407.

® The Recorded Recreational Read-
ing for the Blind is a local, all-volunteer
group that produces tape-recorded com-
munity news and recreational material
for Sun City area residents unable to
read print. For information, call 933-
0985.

@ Meals on Wheels provides hot and
cold meals seven days a week. For infor-
mation, call 974-9430.

® Northwest Valley Regional Com-
munity Council oversees a number of
programs including a Wake-Up-Tuck-In
telephone service, and studies, plans
and recommends action on social,
health and related issues. For informa-
tion, call 583-4100.

" @ Olive Branch Senior Center oper-
ates in the Sun Bowl Shopping Plaza
and offers programs for seniors. For
information, call 974-6797.

@ Recording for the Blind and Dys-
lexic is a non-profit organization provid-
ing free recorded textbooks for blind or
print handicapped students from ele-
mentary through post graduate college
levels. For information call 977-6020.

® Sun Cities Information and
Referral Service Inc. is a non-profit
corporation financed by the Sun City
Community Fund/United Way. Free and
confidential telephone service is provid-
ed: For information, call 974-4713.

@ Sun Citics Lions Foundation Inc.
is a part of Lions Clubs International,
the largest service organization in the
world. For information, call 933-2604.

® Sun City Community Fund Inec./
United Way is an all-volunteer organi-
zation that provides financial and
human service aid to needy Sun City
residents. For iInformation, call 876-
0178.

® Sunshine Service lends medical
equipment, roll-away beds, cribs, high-
chairs and car seats. For information,
call 974-2561.

@ Sun Cities Area Transit System
provides demand response Dial-A-Ride
for $2.50 each way. For information,
call 977-8363.

@ Veterans Administration North-
west Clinic is located at 10147 W.
Grand Ave., just east of 103rd Avenue
in Sun City. For Information, call
602-222-2630.

Millennium Celebration

33220
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buoys
cardiac
care

MONIGA ALONZO-DUNSMOOR
DAILY NEWS-SUN

t was supposed to be a

quaint 50-bed Spanish-

style hospital — Sun City

Community Hospital —
that would serve residents of
Sun City.

What was intended for Sun
City turned into a four-tower, -
319-bed hospital — which con-
tinues to expand — that serves
the Northwest Valley.

The idea for a local hospital
stemmed from the community
which was aware that ambu-
lance service was non-existent
In 1965 and the closest hospi-
tal at the time was in Phoenix.

The following year, plans
were made for the 50-bed hos-
pital and were received with
overwhelming joy from the
retirement community. _

Del Webb Development Co.
agreed to donate land for the
hospital and build it at cost.

When the community mem-
bers received a $1.2 million
grant from the Boswell family,
plans were expanded to include
at least 100 beds, top-notch
accommodations and the ser-
vices would be for all surround-

ing communities, not just Sun
City.

in 1968, the hospital's board
of directors declded to start an
auxiliary. It started with 31
founders and 127 charter mem-
bers. That year, the first thrift
shop opened and donations
started pouring in.

By 1969, community sup-
port was high and strong, vigor-
ous efforts were made to raise
money and another $25,000
was donated by the Boswell
Foundation.

A hospital was born —
Walter O. Boswell Memorial
Hospital. On Dec. 16, 1969, the
local fund drive exceeded

Boswell blooms at 30
Addition

) STEVE CHERMNEN/DAILY NEWS-SUN
John Kimball, director of risk management for Sun Health, leads a
“dusty shoe” tour of the “Heart Hospital within a Hospital” under
contruction to the north of the present medical center.

$1 million.

“ joined the Sun Health
Auxiliary in 1970,” said Marjo-
rie Clifford. “It was really won-
derful, Everyone was for the -
hospital.”

She remembers knocking on
doors, asking residents to
donate money to support the
hospital.

About 5,000 people, includ-
ing Clifford, gathered in the
west parking lot of the newly
completed building on Nov. 6,
1970, to celebrate the dedica-
tion of the $5-million hospital.

“When we had the grand
opening in the parking lot, they
were s0 happy for having a hos-

pital there. Everyone was pull-
ing together,” Clifford said.

Before the first patient was
admitted to the hospital at
12:30 p.m. on Nov. 16 1970,
four emergency cases made
their way through the emer-
gency room.

From that day, Boswell
Memorial Hospital continued to
grow under the umbrella of Sun
Health.

With continued community
support, the 435,000-square-
foot hospital is adding 151,000
square-feet to create a “Heart
Hospital within a Hospital” to

DAILY NEWS-SUN FILE PHOTO

consolidate Sun Health's heart-
related services for comprehen-
sive cardiac care for the more
than 8,000 heart-related sur-
geries performed each year.

But the services don't stop
there.

During the past 30 years,
Sun Health has conttnued to
expand its community health
and wellness services to include
Alzheimer's care, behavioral
health services, a cancer pro-
gram, iwo community educa-
tion centers, hospice and per-
sonal care services.
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magine a research center

where scientists study and

perhaps find cures for dis-

eases associated with
aging.

Boston, New York and Los
Angeles might come to mind.
But in a community of 38,000
people, imagination flies out
when you enter the door of the
Sun Health Research Institute,

It wasn't enough for Sun
Health officials to offer medical
services to the community
through Boswell Memorial Hos-
pital — they wanted to go a
step further.

The idea for a research insti-
tute came from several people,
mostly those associated with
Sun Health Corp.. said Joseph
Rogers, president and senior
scientist of the Sun Health

Research Institute, originally
known as the Institute for
Biogerontology Research.

There were [our people who
were Instrumental in the Insti-
tute’s inception — Austin Turmn-
er, then chief executive officer
of Sun Health; Hokle Bang,
chairman of the Sun Health
board; and Bob and Cleo Rob-
erts, two prominent residents.

“Bang and Turner had the
idea that not only should Sun
Health be concerned about giv-
ing citizens the best possible
medical treatment when they
are sick, but also that Sun
Health should be concerned
with keeping the residents of
Sun City from getting sick In
the first place,” Rogers said.
"They wanted to expand from
the hospital to a research insti-
tute to find cures to keep peo-
ple out of hospitals in the first
place.” :

And so, in 1986, with seed
money from the Roberts family
and Bob and Ruth Hoover,
another prominent family in the
area, the Sun Health Research
Institute was created.

“They conducted a nation-
wide hunt for someone to run
the institute and I was fortu-
nate enough to be selected,”
Rogers said.

During the past 14 years,
the research institute has been
a driving force in research on
age-related illnesses.

In Alzheimer's research. the
Institute is one of the best-
known centers, having made
discoveries that anti-
inflammatory and cholesterol
lowering drugs may be useful in
the treatment of Alzheimer's.

In Parkinson's, we're just
beginning to make discoveries.

“It's grown like lightning.

There is no other institute that
I know of like it. It's experi-
enced phenomenal growth,”
Rogers said. “Our mission is to
understand and develop cures.
for the major age-related illness
that plague our community,
particularly Alzheimer’s, Par-
kinson's, arthritis and vision
impairments. The whole idea at
Sun Health is to manage all the
major health and age-related
illness, and te go beyond that
to try to cure them before peo-
ple need to go to the hospital.”

Roger is confldent that the
upcoming years hold great
things for the institute.

“I think the future is very
bright,” he said. “We're coming
here very soon to prevent
Alzheimer’s disease from ever
occurring, and though the
work, a lot of things (diseases}
are going to yield.”

STEVE CHERMEKDAILY NEWS-SUN
Sun Health Research Institute
takes shape on the Boswell
Campus.
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79 Learning Center offers
18385, including:

‘ STEVE CRERMEN/DAILY NEWSSUN
Veterans have been a part of the community since its inception and pay homage to
their fallen comrades by placing flags on graves at Suniand Cemetery.
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' Nosy neighbors

DAILY NEWS-SUN FILE PHOTOS
Pelicans, geese and swans
began flocking to Sun City
when the barren desert was
developed with green areas
dotted by lakes.

all
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your special needs in
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* One hour personal care visits
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* Home Health Aids
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Now Serving the entire
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North Scottsdale,

Carefree &
Cave Creek!
















Daily News-Sun ® March 28, 2000

Page 61

Housing

from Page 68

transportation.

Such units appeal to those who don't
care to handle their own home mainte-
nance chores, or who physically can't do
the work, and to those who don't care to
cook often. Generally, those facilitles
include breakfast and one other meal a
day as part of their fee.

One example is the independent liv-
ing area at Brighton Gardens by Marri-
ott in Sun City.

Some of the rental and independent
living facilities have recreatlon centers
privileges — that is, the renters may use
the swimming pools, golf courses, club

rooms and bowling at recreation facili-
ties in Sun City that are intended for
members only.

There may be an additional yearly fee
for that Centers use.

® Assisted living. For those who can
no longer be fully independent, but who
do not need medical care, an assisted
living facllity is a good choice. These
facilities often are part of a total com-
plex that ranges from independent living
to assisted living, and even to skilled
nursing units. They also often included
an Alzheimer's or dementla unit for
those whose condition is troubling but
not debilitating..

The co-location of the facllities is
intended to assist in fostering the ability
to age in place — to become less able to
care for onesell without having to move
out, away from friends and spouses, to
get the care needed.

(zenerations

don’t have to share anything with them,”
Brandes said. “We don't have to do this
business of I have to call her every day.
That is important.”

Make no mistake, however — they
enjoy the closeness that family brings.

‘it really is nice to have family so
close because it just makes life a nicer
experience,” Root said. “We have all of
our family out in the West now. I enjoy
the weather and the boards I serve on in

Sun City and I enjoy being associated
with the boards my husband serves on.”

For Brandes, the main source of help
she needs from her daughter is han-
dling the computer age. A prime exam-
ple of this occurred recently when she
purchased a portable phone that was
not as easy to operate as simply picking
up the receiver.

“l don't know a thing about comput-
ers or anything like that. That's where it
is nice to have a family member living
close who is younger and can decipher
things for me.

“The main thing is if [ ever get in any
sort of Jam, they (Nancy and Bob} are
here,” Brandes said. '

AIR QUALITY SPECIALISTS, Inc.

FREE
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Continued from Page 1

City and Sun City people have
decreased but I have become in-
creasingly concerned about Sun
City’s future. I am dismayed by
some of the changes that have
taken place in Sun City and by Sun
City’s diminishing reputation out-
side Sun City.

Sun City’s master plan called
for no: multi-story dwellings and
Del Webb did not build for the ren-
tal market. Now I'm told that over
2000 multi-story, high-density
housing units have been built in
the last seven years and the sell-
ing price of existing homes are
falling for the first time in history.

Last April Maricopa County
granted a franchise to Sun City
Water Co. to serve a large new
deveiopment north of Sun City.
Hearings were held, adver-
tisments were put in the official
county journal and no one in Sun

City knew about it until it was

discovered by accident in
December.

Why are Sun City’s interests be-

ing ignored? Why are critical
decisions being made concerning
Sun City with little or no input
from Sun City people? Why has
the media’s appraisal of Sun City

people changed from respect to

criticism and ridicule?

It is because Sun City people |
have lost communication with the

outside world. Sun City’s interests -
cannot be protected and its objec-

tives attained unless those in-

terests are identified and com- . -

municated.

Del Webb’s battery of planners,
engineers, lawyers, and public
relations people moved on to Sun
City West in 1980 and Sun City was
left with no mechanism for receiv-
ing information, studying its im-
pact, devising plans, conferring
with governmental entitles and in-
forming Sun City people and the
public at large.

Who in Sun Clty has the in-
formation and the authority to
answer the questions of a
reporter, a County Supervisor, a
legislator, or a concerned citizen?

A city of 40,000 people just can’t

get along without a city govern- -
ment under the direction of an

elected council with a full time
professional city manager and
staff.

I have gone over the municlpal
income and expense figures
prepared by Citizens for Self-
Government and I believe them to
be well documented and realistic.
They correlate very well with the
Farrell Report commissioned by
Devcobackin 1978.

And a final word about the golf
courses. I understand that Sun Ci-
ty’s golf courses are in financial

trouble. Sun City’s eight goif -

colurses were an essential element

in the Sun City success story and
it is in the interest:of every pro- -

perty owner to see that these com-

munity assets are not allowed to -

deteriorate.

The subject of municlpal sub-
sidies to the Recreation Centers
was studied by Devco’s attorneys
and they advised that munieipal
support of the centers was legally
feasible. I understand that Sun Ci-
ty’s share of state shared

revenues is now up to about eight"

million dollars a year, so it should
not be necessary to increase
green fees or rec. center dues to
keép Sun City’s golf courses in tip-
top shape.

hundred years ther_'.e \i. S
any questlon Water rights

 they ‘acquired when they bought

their properties.
The Sun City Water Co. claims

- it owns the grandfathered ground-

Incorﬁpmflon'rable

“ Hncorporation will- add anothe

layer of government.

Incorporation Fact
Jurisdiction over Sun City woul
be removed from an ove
burdened county and placed in t}
hands of our people. Not anoth¢
layer of government but one th:

works for Sun City exclusively.

s the pump?

water rights appurtenatetoall t
land in Sun City. Over 8000 Sun (
ty residents signed petitiohs s3
ing they own the water righ
WHO WILL WIN?

Back in Stamford, Conn. int
corporate offices of Citize
Utilities, a battery of top not
awyers started working Lt

3xg ago preparmg the Sun C:
PCompany’'s case. Here

Nig_the law offices
Evans, Kitchelt& Jenckes, P.i
top experts in.Arizona law ha
been doing the same thing for {
water company.

Who is working on Sun Cit










SUN CITY TIMELINE

1960; Sun City debuted Jan. 1. More
than 100,000 people showed up the
first weekend to view five model
homes.

1963: The Sun City Home-owners
Association formed.,

1964: Voters rejected an incorpora-
tion proposal.

1972: The Sun City Community
Association changed its name to
Recreation Centers of Sun City.

1978: Sun City is built out with more
than 27,000 homes.

2010: Sun City had a yearlong 50th
anniversary celebration.
Source: Sun City Visitors Center

“We have looked at the fu-
ture and have tried our best to
figure out what the younger
generation will want to do,” An-
gier said. “The ones we've
talked to said they want Sun
City — they want the amenities
?nd_they don't want to pay a lot

orit.”

Overbuilt amenities

New board members learn
quickly that keeping up with
seven recreation centers, two
bowling centers, eight golf
courses and assorted club-
houses is a challenge in itself,

Kennedy noted that Webb
“overbuilt” Sun City’s recre-
ational attractions since it was
the model community for what
would become an international
brand. The later versions of Sun
City had fewer recreational
centers and golf courses. Mar-
keting continues to tout that Sun
City has the most amenities for
the lowest annual fees — $456
per household — among all the

Sun City-style retirement com- -

munities built since.

The new board director
moved to the Valley in 1969 and
watched Sun City grow up.

] ljved in a number of differ-
ent places in the Valley, but I

knew I would live in Sun City,”
Kennedy said. “I've talked to
peoplein others, but the fees are
larger and the facilities are
smaller.”

To tend to those facilities,
Sun City stewards must keep an
eye out for expensive repairs
and do inspections to avoid
things like the Sundial roof col-
lapse, Angier said.

That catastrophe occurred at
4:45a.m. June 19, 2006, at the
Sundial Recreation Center. No
one was injured when one of the
beams holding the wide-span
roof collapsed. It has since been
replaced with a steel-truss roof,
and the facility looks almost
new.

Keeping the golf courses
fresh and attractive is believed
to be critical in luring new
homeovwners. When Angier took
a look beneath the greens dur-
ing his term, he saw how the
original piping had aged. Those
also are being replaced.

“The main waterlines (to the
courses) were 50 0ld and brittle,
if you put enough pressure on
them they would just break,”
Angier said.

Future boards might have to
contend with problems at the
33-acre Viewpoint Lake, which
has a lining leak that could cost
$10 million or more to repair.
The board worked out a plan
with the Arizona Department of
Water Resources earlier this
year to get administrative relief
by ensuring the lake’s water is
managed efficiently.

For every headache brought
on by aging facilities, the com-
munity takes a step forward.

The board installed solar
panels on covered parking at
the recreation centers,
launched an electronic voting
system and converted tennis
courts to pickleball courts to
meet next-generation sports de-
mands.

Facility upkeep and repairs
are funded by the community’s
Preservation and Improvement
Fund, which had a balance of
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about $13 million at the end of
last year.

Volunteer community

Incoming board member Lee
said he believes the board needs
to build on past successes, mak-
ing adjustments where neces-
sary but otherwise continuing
to keep Sun City on budget and
debt-free. Since the community
is in unincorporated Maricopa
County, Sun City lacks a munici-
pal government and relies on
volunteers.

“We ail have to take a turn,”
Lee said of his run for the board.
“This is a volunteer community.
The initiatives have to come
from residents. We have to lis-
ten to them.”

The large talent pool of retir-
ees helps keep costs down, Ken-
nedy said. One retired architect
recently worked up a way to re-
locate four pickleball courts
while work was being done on
the Marinette Recreation Cen-
ter, The resident submitted de-
tailed plans and the board didn’t
have to hire an architect.

Golfing has declined nation-
ally as a recreational activity.
Kennedy suggested that if it
really takes a nose dive over the
years, Sun City residents will
find a way to use the courses for
other things, adapting without
too much visible change.

Technology also is seeping
in. Elections were ¢€lectronic for
the first time last year, and Sun
City is launching a marketing
website at suncityaz.us to at-
tract retiring Baby Boomers,
Higgins said.

Angier said that reform ef-
forts, such as adopting Face-
book and other social media to
communicate with Sun City res-
idents, likely will have their de-
tractors.

“Absolutely there will be re-
sistance,” he said. “We're old
people.”

But Lee said the generations
moving in will help build a tech-
nological foundation.
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By Lesley Wright
The Republic | azcentrail.com

Sun City, the pioneering West
Valley retirement enclave, con-
tinues to attract new residents,
with buyers meodernizing the
homes one dwelling at a time.

To make sure those retirees
stay, the incoming Recreation
Centers of Sun City board has to
ensure that the community’s
pools, tennis courts and other
amenities do not deteriorate.

The board of the non-profit
agency tasked with keeping the
53-year-old retirement commu-
nity viable had its annual elec-
tion last month,

The new directors on the
nine-director board are Dan
Schroeder, a retired construc-
tion manager; Peter Lee, who
retired from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense; and financial
expert Michael Kennedy. None
of the candidates promised
great changes during the cam-
paign. .

The-secret to the continued
success of the 9,000-acre com-
munity it unincorporated Mar-
icopa County appears to be
managing gradual changes. A
critical part of that is maintain-
ing and upgrading key commu-
nity features, which real-estate
agents say is the biggest draw
for prospective Sun City resi-
dents,

For the outgoing board, that
meant taking cost-efficient
steps for the future. They in-
stalled solar panels over park-
ing spaces at recreation cen-
ters, despite skepticism from
some residents, and replaced
aging pipes and other infra-
structure.

Homes are also getting a fa-
celift. Looks can be deceiving to
visitors driving past 1960s-era
houses and large recreation
buildings that developer Del E.
Webb constructed to wow the
first generation of retirees tg
move into the community.

“Much of our well-buiit hous-
ing stock has been renovated by
owners over the years, 50 often-
times the exterior may appear
the same, but the interiors have
been thoroughly remodeled,”

Sun City evolves as
its amenities age

‘ ‘ Sun City periodically needs to reinvent itself
and does so as each new generation retires."”

JOELYN HIGGINS
5un City spokeswoman

said Joelyn Higgins, a Sun City
spokeswoman.

An average of seven new
homeowners every day buy the
concrete-block homes Del
Webb began building in 1960.
The new, younger residents
help the community transform
slowly, even as newer, fancier
retirement communities open
around them.

“Sun City periodically needs
to reinvent itself and does so as
each new generation retires,”
she said.

Outgoing board membersad-
vised their successors that
guiding that reinvention in-
cludes building repairs and ac-
commodating changing recrea-
tion tastes.

Cord Angier, 73, is stepping
down from the board after a
three-year term. He advised the
new directors to research the
older buildings that may have
problems and to learn about

new trends.

“We have looked at the fu-

ture and have tried our best to
figure out what the younger
generation will want to do,” An-
gier said. “The ones we've
talked to said they want Sun
City — they want the amenities
?nd_they don’t want to pay a lot
or it.” .

Overbuilt amenities

New board members learn
quickly that keeping up with
seven recreation centers, two
bowling centers, eight golf
courses and assorted club-
houses is a challenge in itself.

Kennedy noted that Del
Webb “overbuilt” Sun City's
recreational attractions since it
was the model community for
what wouid become an interna-
tional brand. The later versions
of Sun City had fewer recre-
ational centers and golf
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courses. Marketing continues
to tout that Sun City has the
most amenities for the lowest
annual fees — $456 per house-
hold — among all the Sun City-
styvle retirement communities
built since.

The new board director
moved to the Valley in 1969 and
watched Sun City grow up.

“] lived in a number of differ-
ent places in the Valley, but 1
knew I would live in Sun City,”
Kennedy said. “I've talked to
peoplein others, but the feesare
larger and the facilities are
smaller.”

To tend to those facilities,
Sun City stewards must keep an

eye out for expensive repairs .

and do inspections to avoid
things like the Sundial roof col-
lapse, Angier said.

That catastrophe occurred at
4:15 a.m. June 19, 2006, at the
Sundial Recreation Center. No
one was injured when one of the
beams holding the wide-span
roof collapsed. It has since been
replaced with a steel-truss roof,
and the facility looks almost
new. ,

Keeping the golf courses

SUN CITY TIMELINE

1960: Sun City debuted Jan. 1.
More than 100,000 people
showed up the first weekend
to view five model homes.

1963: The Sun City Home-.
owners Association formed.

1964: Voters rejected an
incorporation proposal.

1972: The Sun City Community
Association.changed its name
to Recreation Centers of Sun
City. :

1978: Sun City is built out with
more than 27,000 homes.

2010: Sun City had a yearlong
" 50th anniversary celebration.

Source: Sun City
Visitors Center

fresh and attractive is believed

critical to luring new homeown-
ers. When Angier took alook be-
neath the greens during his
term, he saw how the original
piping had aged. Those also are
being replaced.

“The main waterlines (to the
courses) were so old and brittle,
if you put enough pressure on
them they would just break,”
Angier said.

Future boards might have to
contend with problems at the
33-acre Viewpoint Lake, which
has a lining leak that could cost
$10 million or more to repair.
The rec board worked out aplan
with the Arizona Department of
Water Resources earlier this
year to get administrative relief
by ensuring the lake’s water is
managed efficiently.

For every headache brought
on by aging facilities, the com-
munity takes a step forward..

The board installed solar
panels on covered parking at
the recreation centers,
launched an electronic voting
system and converted tennis
courts to pickleball courts to
meet next-generation sports de-
mands.

See SUN CITY, Page 4
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Sun City

Continued from Page A1

000 Sun City houses built

by Del Webb are occupied as Sun City catches

children of its original resi-
dents.

Newer, flashier develop-
ments may get more attention,
but residents, real-estate
agents and market watchers be-
lieve the old community that de-
fined retirement for an earlier
generation still has a lot of life
left in it.

Some of its tan cement-block
homes retain their original look,
and the community still has
blocks dotted with front yards
reminiscent of the 1960s — cov-
ered with gravel, sometimes
painted green. But new buyers,
an average of seven a day for
the past two years, are purchas-
ing- the relatively low-dollar
properties and remaking them,
and the community, one house-
hold at a time.

Sun City was a develofment
experiment from the start, of-
feringa chance for the first gen-
eration of middle-income Amer-
icans retiring with the financial
stability of ‘Seécial Security to
move from their hometown and
mingle with like-minded peers.
The concept was wildly suc-
cessful, with more than 100,000
people. visiting Sun City in its -
first few months.

Now, the community is a
petri dish again, an experiment
in whether older, large age-
restricted communities will
thrive or fall into decay in the
Baby Boomer era. Newer con-
cepts are being launched just
miles away, including DMB As-
sqciates’ Victory at Verrado,
which is being created by the
Scottsdale-based developerasa
new model for Boomer-friendly
communities.

Victory could lure away
prospective Sun City buyers.
But not every retiree wants, or
can afford, posh new digs. .

sarvice worker Jeff Frehner delivering mail by bike
And most of the 27,

(above) and retirees enjoying amenities such as
swimming (left). PHOTOS BY STACIE SCOTT/THE REPUBLIC

street from the 1960s and 1970s cement-block
houses. Pickleball courts and upgraded gyms co-
exist with golf carts and bowling shoes.

some of the first wave of Baby Boomer retirees,
many of whom are young enough tobe the grand-

Sun City's relaxed lifestyle is typified by U.S. Postal

Sea SUN CITY, Page A4

the first wave of retirees. Now, another Arizona developer wants to redefine living after age 55
the Buckeye community of Verrado.
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Sur City’s median home
price was about $100,000 two
years ago. Now, the typical
house there costs about

128,750, compared  with

190,000 in Sun City West and

240,000 in Sun City Grand,

“Past stereotypes of Sun City

are wrong,” said Arizona hous-

Ing analyst RL Brown,who lives

in the community with his wife,

Joann. “When my parents lived

in what is our house, I thought,

No way will I ever live there.’

But_ Sun City is evolving with its

residents.”

About 26 percent of Sun City
residents are younger than 65,
according to U.S. census data
released last week. As in most
age-restricted communities, at
least one of a home’s residents
has to be 55 or older,

In Sun City West, where de-
velopment started in the late
1970s, about 30 percent of the
community’s residents are
younger than 65. But median

resident age in Sun City West is
76, 3 years older than in Sun
City.

“Sun City West residents like
to joke that their parents live in
Sun City,” said Patricia White,
who moved to the original re-
tirement community 26 years
ago with her husband, Ed.

“They aren’t so young over
there.”

Sun City residents are less
affluent than those in Sun City
West and Sun City Grand.

. Sun City’s median household
income is about $36,903, accord--
ing to the census numbers.
That’s about $13,000 Iess than
Arizona’s median household in-
come. Sun City West’s median
income is $46,260.

Boomers generally plan to
work some in their retirement,
surveys show, and Sun City's
closer-in location puts these
‘part-time retirees closer to ma-
jor employment centers. About
6,000 Sun City residents say
they work and commute from
their houses.

Women outmumber men in
both Sun City and Sun City
West. About 57 percent of the

residents in each community
are womern.

I —S—S————.—.S..

“If you hav .
etbook e a $100,000 pock-

oK, that is typicali

bed, two-bath thtg? is inytlfetgvu?;

Clty.area,” he said. “If you are

looking for something up-to-

gglt;, anew stséle, You are prob-
going to Sun City W

Sun City Grand ” ¥ West or

Changing demographics

. The steady demand and
property improvements are in
turn pushing up Sun City home
prices, ' :

- ~

iles, generaiy wuwa=- - .
ﬁge Agenue, Beardsley Road
and 9lst and 11lth avenues.
Large dumpsters, s1gnal1ngba
renovation is under way, cank e .
found on many Sun City bloc §{
although most neighbors don
like the bins around to0 long be-
cause they mk:r the clean §treets
idewalks.
anql‘st‘llg ¢ leading edge of the
Boomer generation, soon to be
the largest wave of retirees
in history, already are begin-
ning to redefine retirement in
America. Some of the grmé%
born from 1946 thro_ugh 15;3 ,
are buying in the original Sun
City. _ ]
Gary and Deanna Junso pur
chas?(.lya $200,000 house mﬂ&l‘vu_n
City in 2011 The couple, In el:l
mid-60s, now start their at%n]%l)a-
three-day drive from Sou
kota to theLI \T(mtg‘l;i;lgomg
Thanksgl .
daYGa:grretired four years ago
as a vice president with a nz:
tional food company. The cont
ple looked at newer re_tlreméeun
communities, including oun
City Grand, about.lp almS
northwest of the Orign tlllllé
City, and Sun City West, the
community in _between
0. ars
The Junsos had spent year
visiting Gary’s parents 10 ?iut?)
Cityand decided they wanted
live in the origina _c:orrn-numtgri
citing its affordability. OI‘II topS of
the purchase price, the Jun:

itchen and -
They gutted the kitchen

masst(er bathroom, tore do;ré
several walls to Open up he
house, enclosed the back pa 9

and added custom doors an

es.
boq‘l\()\clgshad peen out there a
pumber of times, and for us,
given the difference in price,
the (larger) size of the 1ots,b wz
still feel that Sun Cl? w:g as a?d
alue,” Gary Jun .
P“?Il“ht:rre isalwaysa younger buys
er for that house that turn
over.” ticed
The Junsos have en

friends to follow them to Sun

C% i 1is itself
“Sun City sort of se

when people from Soqth D%}(Bt:

come to visit in the winter,

a said. .
annP!'ospec:t'we buyers ﬁ
choose from apartments and
rwo-bedroom houses of le

are feet.
pro‘]a :Bke’(’l(t}glolfgﬁla of Ken Meade
Realty -said the ox_'lgmal_ fs‘lltré
City’s affordability is one O
big draws. -
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Sun City houses: View a
slideshow showing the old —
and the renovated.

Video: Residents talk about
their lives in Sun City and the
renovations under way.

'MARRIED,
. WIDOWED OR
DIVORCED

The influx of newer and
younger buyers has changed -
the ratio of Sun City's married
population.

Almost 68 percent of ali men
in Sun City are married. An-
other 14 percent are divorced
and 11 percent are widowed.
About 50 percent of Sun
City's female residents are
married. Another 30 percent
are widowed, and 15 percent
are divorced.

The marriage rate is higher in
Sun City West, with 76 per-
cent of the men married.
Only about 7 percent are
divorced, and 12 percent are
~ widowers. More women are
“thiarried in Sun City West,

about 60 percent of the

© 7 residents. Another 27 percent
of the women are widows,
and 8.5 percent are divorced.

Besides replacing the existing
windows to double-pane, those
are the only major costs the
Whites have incurred to keep up
their four-bedroom home.

‘“We plan tolive here until the
end and leave the house to our
children, and maybe they will
want to retire here,” Ed said. He

"and his wife play in Sun City
bands and have practices and
performances several times a
week. v

“There’s a lot to do in Sun

City. We didn't move here for

the golf,” he said.

An original model

Sun City, now the pioneer in
reinvention, always seemed on
the leading edge of retirement
issues. The night before devel-

_oper Del E. Webb opened the

community for home sales, he
and a handful of his executives
had dinner. It then dawned on
one of his salesmen that they
were going to have to try to sell
homes with 30-year mortgages
topeople 55 and older.

In 1960, most retirees didn’t

“expect to live past 75. Webb hiad

already spent hundreds of thou-

.5ands of dollars building the

first model homes, streets and-
recreation center for Sun City.

The next day, Jan.1, 1960,
thousands of people showed up
to see the modest block-wall
homes with carports that sold
for $8,500 to $11,750, $600 more
for air-conditioning.

The 30-year mortgages
didn't turnoutto be a problem.
Webb sold 1,300 houses in the
first year. The community was
S0 revolutmnary, Time maga-
zine made Webb its “man of the
year” in 1962.

Sun City wasn’t the fu‘st age- «
restricted community in Arizo-
na. Nearby Youngtown is older.
But Webb’s model. created the
new national template for re-
tirement.

Although the houses lack the
high-end finishes of newer
properties in Sun City Grand,
the original construction was
solid, and the original design
keeps down remodeling costs,
builders said. Large beams car-
ry the roof, so there are no load-
bearing walls in the house and
no major pipes within them.
That makes it easy to open up
rooms for Boomers who want
an open-concept feel. The ceil-
ings can go up another 2 feet
without much problem.

Ed and Patricia White moved
from Alabama to Sun City in
1987. Ed was still working full
time as a minister at a nearby
church. The couple’s house was
built in a later stage of Sun City
and already had been partially
renovated. .

The couple just had the roof
reshingled for the second time,



Changing interests
) Sun_City's eight golf cours

did entice many of itgs early re;f:
dents, but golf revenue is down
for the communj
homeovgners hit the links. This
generation of residents hgas
:;ge varied recreational inter-
The community’s im rove-
tnent fund, startecl;y in 1995: ;a;s
for new amenities. Pickleball
courtsrecently were added, and
£yms were updated with new

equipment during the past few

years. Sun City has the money to-
keep evolving wi i
ke t1113e 1:um;r}ng with $13 million
“Sun City periodi

toreinvent itspelf, ancll:?ilclzsn se;, g:
€ach new Beheration retireg ”
said Joejyn Dinnella Higgin’s
spokeswoman for the Recrea.
“non Centers of Sup City Inc
Sun City hag always been and

ty as fewer .

will remain the best value in
terms of cost per resident for

_the amnount of amenities avail-

able.”

Higgins can rattle .off the
selling points: seven recreation .
centers, eight golf courses, two
bowling alleys, an outdoor am-
phitheater that sprawls over
9 acres, more than 120 char-
tered clubs and 33 acres of man-
made Jlake. )

" Sun City residents pay about
$450 a year per property to use
and maintain ali the amenities.

The fees in Sun City West are
$408 and $1,104 in Sun City
Grand.

“Sun City was the first of its
kind, and could be the last of its
kind,” said Anne Mariucci, past
president of Pulte Del Webb and
areal-estate expert. “Now most
Baby Boomers want a different
lifestyle when they siow down,
and most aren’t retiring to play
golf.” ‘

However, those with a vested
Interest in existing policies can
raise a ruckus, on issues from a
proposal fo raise recreation
fees to a failed attempt to allow
homes to sell to couples young-
er than 55. :

“The big-C word in Sun City
is not cancer;#'s change,” said
Barry Spinka, a Sun City resi-

munity for 11 years and is run-
ning for the recreation centers’
board of directors.

- dent who has lived-in-tHe- s
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vestors buying homes inexpen-
sively and then remodeling
them to flip for a profit.
Chalupka, the real-estate
agent, said Sun City buyers now
are “completely refurbishing
and remantling.”
John Smith is halfway
through a renovation of a Sun
City home, built in 1974, that he
recently paid $119,000 for. The
interior, with the original white
walls; the living room, with a
wall of mirrors and the 8-foot
ceiling; and the kitchen, with a
wall-mounted oven and a trash
compactor, hadn't been fixed up
in 30 years.
Smith, 70, is a former school-
teacher from Kansas and lives
in Sun City with his wife, Sandy.
This is the third Sun City house
he has fixed up for resale. He
hopes to make about $50,000
profitonit. - )

About 700 homes are for sale
in Sun City, with the most af-
fordable priced at $49,000. The
most expensive house for sale
in the retirement community is.
priced at $450,000 and has four
bedrooms, five bathrooms and

looks as if it could be found ina
high-end community in Scofts-

‘dale.
Mark Stapp, executive direc-

tor of the Master of Real Estate
Development program at Arizo-
na State University’s W.P.Carey
School of Business, said Sun
City must continue to draw
enough new buyers. If owners
can’t keep up their houses, it
won’t be a place Baby Boomers
. will want to buy, he said.

Smith is convinced the same
qualities that attracted him and
his wife to Sun City will keep
drawing people for decades,
even as more-modern commu-

nities open.
«Affordability will keep it
going,” Smith said. “That and lo-
cation. The northwest part of
Phoenix is good for retired peo-
ple. You're not fighting traffic.
We have our.own grocery store
here and our own shopping.”
Brown said he and other resi-
dents like Sun City because it’s
quiet and safe and fits their life-
style.
«The sidewalks roll up in Sun
City at 9 p.m. But that’s OK be-
cause we do, too,” he said. -

Republic reporter Ronaid J.

Hansen contributed to this article. -
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Storm of 96 mac

‘Wind wreaked $160 million 'in.damages

Statf report

A look on the World Wide Web will
vield a particular report about the
violent news of one year ago today:
the vicious monsoor that tore
through the Northwest Valley.

That storm, studied by the Na-
tional Weather Service and filed into
a five-page report on the Web, has
been called “one of the most signif-
icant in Arizona history.” ;

According to the report, which tal-
lies the storm damage at an es-
timated $160 million, wind speeds
during the blast measured up to 115
mph, a record for Arizona gusts.

- Of course, those who endured the -

storm dont need .scientific equip-
ment to report on the monsoon’s
terrible effect,

Marie Luciani of Sun City said she
remembers the storm well

She and her husband, Michzel,
were getting ready to play bocce at
Marinette Recreation Center at
about 6 p.m. last Aug 14, when all
the lights in their home went out.

“Of course we couldn't £0, 50 we
walked back into the living room,”
Luciani said. “We were looking out
the window and about five minutes
later, the solar panel on the neigh-
bor’s house, 40 feet or more long,
just flew up over their house and
landed right in my vard on my sag-
uaro.” _

Meanwhile, the cushions on chairs
on Luciani’s front porch took flight,

. as the couple began to realize that
the electricity was Jprebably " out
everywhere. '

“I felt, I would say, maybe a little
nervous,” she said. “I think you're
kind of shocked and your thoughts
aren’t all with you at the time. The
wind was so heavy. You are just sort
of in shock, looking.”

When the wind quieted down, the
Lucianis ventured outside to inspect
the damage.

“We saw the end of the solar panel
sticking to the needles of our cac-
tus,” Luciani said. “The cactus sur-
vived, but I had to have it hacked,
and I’'m not too happy with the way it
looks.”

Luciani’s homeowner’s insurance
didn’t cover replacing the damaged
saguaro cactus, considered a tree
instead of a plant under the terms of

her policy. And her neighbor’s in-

surance wouldn’t pay to replace it,
either. .

Luciani said her home and the
home where the solar pamels were
installed were probably hit worst of
all homes in the 10600 block of West
Manzanita Drive in Sun City. A patio
shade and an ocotillo cactus were
also reported damaged on the block.

This year, Luciani is more pre-
pared. When the power went out

‘briefly during a recent storm, she

hauled out the candles.

“T'll leave them out until we're

through with the monsoon,” she said,
recalling the 12-hour outage last
year. “I always keep out candles and
flashlights.” ‘

Luciani remembers the aftermath

of the storm clearly, as well.
' ' > Ses Storm of, AS
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“] had to clean up every
single thing in the house,”
she said. ‘“‘Even though
everything was closed, 1 had
to wash and clean everything.
It took me a week to get
everything clean.”
 Luciani wasn’t the only one
who had a mess o contend
with.

“There was significant
damage,” said Don Johnston,
fire chief with the Fire Dis-
trict of Sun City West. John-
ston and firefighters from
across the Sun Citles waded
through the monsoon's deluge
of rain and debris in the
streets.

Most trouble for firefighters
came from power outages,
with crews rushing to Del E.
Webb Memorial Hospital in
Sun City West and using
hoses and fire hydrants to
power air conditioners, which
had failed because of the
storm, Johnston said.

He also observed a vast ar-
ray of damage. “Roofs were
blown off and we had a
couple of aluminum patios
that were relocgted to other
parts of town.”

The storm cut a wide swath

through the Northwest Valley.

In Glendale, the Northwest
Garden Apartments at 9350 N.
87th Ave. was one of the
structures that was hardest
hit, with damages totaling
almost $300,000.

About 24 units were shut
down because of roof damage
and an average of two to
three apartments in several
other buildings were dam-
aged in the storm, apartment

‘manager Esther Norman said.

Several families had to be
accommodated for the eve-
ning. About 18 families were
transferred to vacant units on
the property and the assistant
manager took a family into
her own apartment An el-

derly couple was put up in a

hotel room because of a med-
ical condition and other
families were moved into a
shelter.

To cope with the damage
left after the storm’s wrath,
about 40 percent of the com-
plex’s residents gathered the
following day to assist with
the clean up.

“The residents all pulled
together the next day. We had
a clean-up party. There was

ﬂ
“To predict 115 mile-per-hour winds

is probably beyond

our capability.’
— Doug Green
meteorologist

National Weather Service,

tile, debris and garbage
everywhere and trees were
down,” Norman said.

Local businesses such as
KFC and Domino’s pizza do-
nated food and beverages for.
added inspiration.

Since last year’s storm,
maintenance and manage-
ment personnel at the com-
plex now patrol the area for
damage and try to correct it -

as it occurs, but Norman said : n
. peport with Weather Service

preparation for that kind of
event is pointiess.

“At this point, I can't see
anything we can do to prevent
that from happening again —
just pray,” Norman said. i

She said the complex lost’
only two famillies to other!:
complexes after the storm. :

Ironically, the storm that
blew down trees and sent
lawn chairs tumbling across
golf courses came as some-
thing of a surprise to weather
watchers, said a spokesman
with the National Weather
Service’s Phoenix office.

“To predict 115 mile-per-
hour winds is probably be-

yond our capability,” said
meteorologist Doug Green,
who co-authored the monsoon

colleague Jesus A. Haro.

Still, officials had been /
tracking the storm, which

. built strength over Utah and |

hit Arizona during a period of :
record high temperatures, the
report said.

At the same time, winds
from the Gulf of California

SI9UJ}eM AdYjedm
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led to a sharp increase in
moisture across the state, it
was reported. In short, condi-
tions were ripe for a meteor-
ological melee.

In the wake of the storm,
the monsoon’s power was ob-
vious. In tallying the damage,
the Weather Service counted
hundreds of downed power
poles and several railroad
cars knocked over by the
wind.

units, and even tipped two
720-ton pillars built to sup-
port a highway overpass.

According to the report,
more than 250,000 homes lost
power and telephone service.
In surveying the damage, Gov.
Fife Symington
Northwest Phoenix 8 disaster
area.

One person died as & result
of the storm, after two auto-
mobiles erashed in an inter-
section where traffic lights
had been blown out, the re-
port said.

The damage Was so great
that when &8 gimilar storm
tore through

e ———

____,_.—-—___d__———“

Valley two weeks later, noth-
ing was left to knock dowm,
said Green. .

1t hit in the same place but
every"thing was already dam-

And while the National
Weather Service called the
storm “ynusual,” violent
thunderstorms are not um-
common during Arizona’s
summer months, Green said.

Those caught by mMOnNsoons
are urged to find shelter in
sturdy buildings or even Ccars.
Common sense notions should
rule the day, the meteor-
ologist said.

«Get off the phone and out
of the bathtub,” he said.

Johnston also advises peo-
ple to avoid large glass win-
dows, and most importantly to
get away from wind and
Hghting.

But Arizona’s flat expanses
also give residents an advan-
tage in stormy weather, Green
said.

wThere's good visibility in
the Valley, so you can see
these things coming,” he said.

Staff writers RuthAnn
Hogue, David Miller and Tina
Schade contributed to this
story.
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Continued From Page 21

tion’s preservation and improvement fund,
_ designated for capital improvemnents proj-
. ects.

The bylaw change, if approved as
i proposed, would eliminate three quar-
'terly membership meetings and retain the
January meeting as the required annual
meeting. In addition, the change would
' eliminate mernbers’ ability to vote at mem-
| bership meetings without being in atten-
dance through proxies.

i The proposals did not sit well with

some residents. Michael Brock believes

the board is taking away opportunities for

cardholders to be part of the governing

‘ process. Anne Randall Stewart agrees.

| “They are trying to deny us the opportu-
nity to have a voice,” she said.

1 However, RCSC officials believe the

(‘changes will strearnline the process and al-
low for more Participation.

“We are trying to make things more
user-friendly,” board member Bill Pearson
said of eliminating three quarterly meet-
ings. “First and foremost, the goal is to get

lot of people in that auditorium {for the
nnual meeting).”

Related Links:

WWW.MICS0.0rg
www.peoriaaz.gov/police

Jan Ek, RCSC general manager, said
doing away with the proxy votes is an at-
temnpt to bring RCSC into compliance with
Arizona Revised Statutes Title 33. She ac-
knowledged RCSC does not operate under
Title 33, rather it is governed by Title 10.

“While RCSC is not required to com-
ply with Title 33 by law, there are several
things that RC5C does voluntarily that are
in compliance with Title 33, as does Sun
City West,” she stated in an Oct. 15 e-mail.
“As you know, we are frequently asked to
comptly with Title 33.”

Ms. Ek also told residents at the Oct. 15
member/director exchange meeting that in
the six years she had been with RCSC, not
one proxy was filed.

Update

The RCSC board approved the bylaw
change eliminating three of the quarterly
membership meetings and proxy voling.

An elderly man was killed in
the Bell Camino Shopping Center
parking lot in Sun City when he
was struck by a car as he was leav-

ing a store.

James Cleghorn, 69, died June 27 in the
early morning accident. He was struck by a
car driven by Karen Petty, 70, as he left the
CVS Pharmacy shortly afier 8 a.m., accord-
ing to Sgt. Brandon Jones, MCS0 deputy.

Ms. Petty was attempting to park in a
handicapped slot in front of the store when
she inadvertently pressed the gas pedal
instead of the brake. The car jumped the
curb and slid sideways.

Ms. Petty’s vehicle knocked Mr. Cleg-
horn o the pavement then ran over him
before striking a parked car and a pillar
outside the store, according to Sgt. Jones.

It appeared the victim died instantly.
Bystanders, who did not witness the acci-
dent itself, said an ambulance had been on
the scene earlier but left without taking the
victim's body, which lay on the pavement
under cover.

A two-car collision on
Thunderbird Road at 91st
Avenue killed one person

Sept. 6.
According to Amanda
Jacinto, Peoria police
spokeswoman, the accident occurred
about 11 am. when a white Hummer H3
struck a green Hyundai station wagon.
The Hummer was traveling eastbound on
Thunderbird Road and making a left turn

onto Yist Avenue when the crash hap-
pened. The Hyundai was traveling west-
bound on Thunderhird Road.

The driver of the Hummer was the only
person in that vehicle. There were three
people in the Hyundai. A woman in the
front passenger seat was partially -ejected
from the car. She suffered life-threatening
injuries. All three people in the Hyundai
and the Hummer driver were transported
to area hospitals. The woman who was
partially ejected later died of her injuries.

Police had not released the names of
those involved. However, the Hummer
was registered to a Sun City address and
the Hyundai was registered to a Phoenix
address.

The accident blocked westbound traffic
on Thunderbird and all traffic on 91st ini-
tially. Later eastbound and westbound traf-
fic on Thunderbird was limited to a single
lane before the scene was cleared. Traffic
on 91st Avenue was restricted from cross-
ing Thunderbird until the area was cleared
of debris. '
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Sun City history book available
Arcadia Publishing recently published

\ “Sun 39:{” 'Epart of its “Images of Amer-

ica” series. The book
provides a pictorial
history, culled from
the Sun Cites Histor-
ical Society archives, of the nation’s first
active-adult retirement community. It
details history from pre-Sun City days to
its golden anniversary celebration in
2010.

The project was coordinated by author
Bret McKeand. The book is available at
area bookstores, independent and online
retailers or from Arcadia Publishing by
calling 888-313-2665.
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\ West Valley commg full circlei in growth

By Carrie Watters
THE REPUBLIC | AZCENTRAL.COM

The West Valley has grown so fast in
recent decades that many who read this
can count on one hand the years they've
lived here. e

'{lhft gtxl?wth is a dfﬂnamlc that bodes jJaussnimnipminini o . iy , R - SR
well for the region’s future prosperity. i | - RO o godan o rpbpearther

But for natives, the transgurmation of Pl bl e - _ My , . i . \ \

* the West Valley is mind-boggling. ' ' g ; ' Pl idedig. \F‘;‘!mmwn
- Sherry Ann Aguilar grew up in Sur-

prise and remembers seeing a cattle
| ranch where the orange-hued roofs of

M_%H_Mow paint the horizon.
\ Afnd she’s just 50,

' As a teenager in the 1970s, Aguilar’s
hometown was an outpost of fewer than
3,000 people.

. Now-booming Peoria was a scant
5,000 residents.
It was Glendale, the entry point to the
est Valley, that boomed during this
ime — a harbinger of what would spread
est,
By the time Ronald Reagan was elected
1980, Glendale’s population had nearly
ipled to 97,000 residents.
John Akers raised in Glendale during
t period, always bristled at the toss- . S , F ) i ‘ :
ay term “bedroom community” that MICHAEL SCHENNUM,/THE REPUBLIC

dled his city. In small ways, the teen- Development in the West Valley stili coexists with farmland. Rooftops spring up even as fields still color the landscape.




ger could see that Glendale was far be-
sond a non-descript suburb of sameness.
A few signs that were written in English
ind Russian still hung around the city, a
iteral marker of the diversity that has
shaped the region.

But amid change, it can be tough to
nanp on to heritage, Akers now spends
his time as a historian at Glendale’s Sa-
huaro Ranch Park, sharing what he has
discovered about the region’s “proud
farming heritage.”

And in many ways, he sees the West
Valley coming full circle, seeking to re-
emerge as the self-sustaining region of its
past.

Farmers began to dot the West Valley
in the late 1880s, when Maricopa County
had all of about 10,000 residents.

The West Valley, because of less effi-
cient , modes of transportation, was
largely independent of Phoenix around
the of the century. Glendale, with its
ice plant and rail lines, became a hub. Far-
ther odt, Buckeye anchored settlers near
the Gila River.

Thafgrowth had come after Congress,
in 187§, passed the Desert Land Act,
which§rould provide 640 acres to those

who wanted to settle the hot, dry area.

Canals to irrigate the desert were a top
priority, as were transportation routes.

The Arizona Canal was completed in
1885,

A year later, the Buckeye Canal, named
for the developer’s home state of Ohio,
was completed.

A Civil War veteran, William J. Mur-
phy, created the Arizona Improvement
Company in 1887 and bought land in ar-
eas that would eventually be called Peo-
ria and Glendale.

Like other land speculators, Murphy
focused on laying out the necessities that
would attract settlers.

Grand Avenue, which even today is a
gem for driving into Phoenix, was com-
pleted in 1888. The railroad track that
runs parallel to Grand was laid soon after.

As Glendale grew, other areas were de-
veloping as well. Avondale, originally
called Coldwater, was a stagecoach stop
for travelers between Tucson and Wick-
enburg, which had sprouted three dec-
ades earlier when gold was found.

Tolleson, which would be founded in

1910, had earlier been a stagecoach stop
on the road to Yuma.

Those early years weren’t easy.

The Arizona Canal drew water directly
from the Salt River, which subjected
farmers to flood and droughts.

The completion of the Roosevelt Dam
in 1911 stabilized things.

And so, the area grew,

Cotton became king leading up to
World War I as it was used for airplane
tires and other items.

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Com-
pany purchased land in 1917 to grow cot-
ton in what would eventually be called
Goodyear. Today'’s Wigwam Golf Resort
& Spa was built in what would become
Litchfield Park as a hotspot for the com-
pany’s executives,

When the British government embar-
goed cotton from Egypt, Valley farmers
grew cotton wherever they could tll soil.

When wartime embargoes were lifted,
the cotton boom came to a crashing halt
in 1920, bankrupting many farmers.

See HISTORY Page s

DAVID WALLACE/THE REPUBLIC
People like John Akers, coordinator of
historic education and outreach at the
Sahuaro Ranch Park Historic Area, is
excited about the region’s heritaga,
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In 1930, the U.S. census counted 3,665
residents in Glendale. Buckeye had 1,077.

By 1937, El Mirage was founded with
homes for migrant workers. Surprise
came a year later. Neither would be in-
corporated for another 20 years.

1n World War I, the government built
air fields around the West Valley and
greater Phoenix area.

These military fields eventually would
become places such as the Goodyear Air-
port and the Thunderbird School of
Global Management in Glendale.

Luke Air Force Base, the world’s
largest F-16 fighter jet training base, is the
lingering symbol of that past and still pro-
vides a tremendous economic boost to
the West Valley.

Perhaps through the experience of
striking deals with the military, Phoenix
and East Valley leaders began to look to
industrialization in the 1940s, according
to Philip VanderMeer, a history professor
at Arizona State University.

The West Valley clung to its agricultu-
ral roots.

That decision, or lack of interest in di-
versifying, is still felt today as commuter
patterns for residents largely head east.

Into the 1960s, Phoenix and the East
Valley’s push for industry and tourism
had taken off with resorts and an active
Cactus League, the spring-training
league that continues to grow.

That's not to say the West Valley had
no diversification or tourism. Wicken-

burg had its dude ranches, Dﬂ]ﬂﬂhbﬁll_
New Year’s Day 1960 had 100,000 people

MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC

The Roosevelt Dam helped secure the West Valley against drought.

show up to see %&%’g retiremeit Developer John F. Long, a giant among
community he bullt out of cotton fields. West Valley leaders, fervently lobbied for

Clearly, a community that olfered homes  recreation and amenities in the West Val-

And recreational amenities for retirees

ley to accompany its population surge.

was a it

But the East Valley’s jumpstart on de-
velopment, it can be argued, was laid cen-
turies before.

The Hohokam Indians, in the area un-
til about 1450, had built miles of canals
across the Valley. When Anglo settlers
came to the area 400 years later, they re-
vived those canals in the central and East
Valley, VanderMeer said.

“To some extent that’s a head start,” he
said.

Valley highways, which also ushered in
development, followed the population
and were slower in moving west,

But Arizona’s population growth even-
tually spread into the West Valley.

™ Qthers waged a political battle that led
to a state law to establish Arizona State
University’s West campus. The school on
the Phoenix-Glendale border opened in
1984 and continues to grow.

And the area got highways.

By the late 1970s and into the 1980s, In-
terstate 10 stretched into the West Valley.
Loop 101 followed in the 1990s — opening
the area to an explosion of growth.

Here’s a look at some U.S. census pop-
ulation figures from 1990 to 2008.

» Avondale — 16,169 to 81,299.

» Buckeye — 5,038 to 47,261.

» Glendale — 148,134 to 251,522.

» Goodyear — 6,258 to 59,508,

» Peoria — 50,618 to 157,960.
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» Surprise — 7,122 to 92,897,

The growth brought greater housing
diversity and amenities.

Arrowhead Ranch, in northern Glen-
dale, took off in the 19905 and became the
region’s first large and high-end master-
planned community. Others also came:
Goodyear’s Estrella Ranch, Peoria’s Vis-
tancia and Buckeye’s Verrado.

The Cactus League spread west into
Peoria in the 1990s and has multiplied to
five stadiums.

More recently, the region became
home to the NFL Arizona Cardinals’ sta-
dium, which has to some extent helped
residents outside the West Valley to look
at the region in a new light.

In the full circle of development, to-
day’s West Valley leaders face the chal-
lenges of the original founders. They
must ensure adequate water, infrastruc-
ture and work for a diverse economy that
provides quality jobs for the people who
now call the region home.

The West Valley still is a place where
acres of colorful flowers are grown,
where one can see a tractor chugging
down a road beside rows of subdivisions
and where trucks heaped with watermel-
ons can be spotted each spring.

But there’s also a more diverse econo-
my springing up in areas such as north
Peoria, the job centers proposed near
Glendale’s sports district and stretching
out along Interstate 10, said Jack Lunds-
ford, who heads Westmare, a coalition of
West Valley cities and businesses formed
in 1992,

‘We have in the West Valley almost all
of the components for the great society,”
he said.

T
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doubling the space of the
fitness area, renovating the
existing pool and deck, a
new floor exercise room,
upgraded air conditioning
and a new walking pool.

After a year of planning,
screening architects, taking
public comments and
reviewing bids, the RCSC
board approved the Bell
project and projected a cost
of $3.5 million in the 2005
RCSC capital budget, said
Bud Hantke, RCSC treasur-
er. :

Renovations are being
proposed for Fairway Recre-
ation Center in the near
future and in long-term
goals, other aging facilities
will be renovated. ‘

With the one-time capital
preservation fee charged on
each new home purchase,
Dickson said the RCSC is
financially equipped to
make the necessary
improvements.

New generation

Baby Boomers are retir-
ing and Sun City must
stand out among hundreds
of 55 and older communi-
ties across the nation.

“This is not the Sun City

of your parents any longer.
We need to be able to make
the changes to evolve for the
future,” Herrmann said,
noting that remodeling rec-
reation centers and mod-
ernizing activities are part of
the answer to freshen up
Sun City's national image.

Corcoran realizes the
Baby Boomers are already
making waves in Sun City
with Southwestern style
homes, sophisticated shop-
ping patterns and continu-
ing careers.

“Businesses need to get
built up here in town,” he
said. “I think individuals
could continue to work
here, but I know it's tough.”

In order to maintain Sun

City as the City of Volun-
teers, new residents must
embrace the volunteer spir-
it, Dickson said. Otherwise,
the community may not live
up to Del Webb’s intention.
This year especially, local
organizations have seen a
decrease in volunteer num-
bers. Dickson worries that
statistics which point to
younger generations being
less lilke to wolunteer are

‘true.

“We're not set up to pay
people to do what volun-
teers do to make this whole
thing run,” Dickson said.
“To make Sun City work,
we've got to keep a continu-
ous force of infermed volun-
teers. That may be the
Achilles' heel in the future
— keeping people
volunteering.”

On the home front

Though Baby Boomers
have been pegged as the
reason for a boom in 3un
City's home sales, Steve
Meade, president of Ken
Meade Realty, said there are
other factors contributing to
the hot market.

For at least two decades,
there have been those
under 55 buying homes
here because they hope to
retire in Sun City, Meade
said. Before they reach
retirement age,
see the prices creeping up
and they're motivated to
take action, buy a home
and hold on to it until
they're ready to move in, he
said, adding that during
this time, they may choose
to renovate; rent it out or
simply keep it waiting f[or
them.

“When the first Boomer
turned 55, it wasn't like
there was a huge influx. it's

been building,” Meade said. .

“But it is an accelerated
trend.”

One contributing factor
to why Sun City homes
don't have the "For Sale”
sign up for long is Sun

CONSUMers

City's proximity to non-age
restrictive cities.

“Families can be closer
now. It stand to reason that
if you had your grandkids
living in Surprise or Peoria
or Glendale, this becomes a
strong consideration, more
so than back when Sun City
was much more a stand-
alone community than it is
now,"” Meade said.

Investment buying,
remodeling and renovating
Del Webb's older homes is
also a growing trend, one
that can increase property
value and can prove to be a
lucrative move, Meade said.
There's always room for ren-
ovating in the Sun City
market, he sald.

“Homes do appeal to
those who are looking for
renovating that's already
been done,” he said, adding
that retirees often look for
the open floor plans that
have become popular reno-
vation features. "But, that
market can only be as large
as the demand for those
projects.”

Exteriors have also .been
changing, as many Sun City
homeowners are mimicking
newer homes’ stucco and
Southwestern appeal.

“The two biggest types of
homes that seem to move
the fastest are brand new
homes or old homes they
can renovate,” Corcoran
said. *I think it's wonderful.
You not only increase your
property, but it's a nicer
and newer home.”

Sun Health, Boswell

Always striving to be on
the cutting edge of health
care, Sun Health and
Boswell Memorial Hospital
will continue to place Sun
Citians in the best hands by
expanding their facilities,
staff and clinical programs.

According to Keith Dines,
executive vice president of
strategic development for
Sun Health, Boswell has
seen a 40 percent increase
in admissions over the last

five years. During this time,
Sun Health as a whole has
experienced an 80 percent
increase.

Answering to the growth,
Sun Health is in the process
of completing a long-term
master facility plan that will
address the specilic health-
care needs of Boswell in
terms of growth, needs and
technology. Dines said. The
goal is to complete the plans
by spring 2005 and com-
plete the development by
2013,

Plans include more
rooms for patients.
increased availability of the
most current lechnologies
and additional physicians.

“We don't want o be
reactive, but proactive in
meeting the community’s
health-care needs.” Dines
said, adding that during the
last 18 months. Sun Health
recruited 30 physicians to
the community. Sun Healih
continues to recruit addi-
tional physicians to neuro-
surgery, orthopedic surgery,
general surgery. primary
care and cardiology.

The Sun Health boards
recently approved a $5 mil-
llon capital campaign (o
fund the construction and
equipment needed for an
expansion of the Sun Health
Research Institute, said
Pamela Meyerhoffer, Sun
Health Foundaiion CEO.

The expansion will be a
three-story building similar
to the current building that
scientists and researchers
have outgrown. Directly
next door to the existing
institute, the new building
will help expand the brain
bank to include other kinds
of tissue study and become
a full tissue bank for local
and nationwide research.
There will be advancements
to centers for oncology.
orthopedics, ophthalmology
and other areas of study,
Meyerhoffer said. Construc-
tion should be complete by
the end of 2006, she added.

Annie Boon may be
reached at 876-2532 or
aboon@aztrib.com
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The once seemingly distant desert oasis
of Sun City is keeping in step with the
tremendous growth of the West Valley by
answering to the changing needs of a
changing population.

“Trying to keep Sun City active and up-
to-date is kind of like changing the wheel
on a moving car. You can't stop to do it
but have to do it while moving,” said Norm
Dickson, vice president of the Recreation
Centers of Sun City board of directors and
chairman of the long-range planning com-
mittee.

Started in 1960, this Del Webb Commu-
nity s considered built-out, meaning there
are no expanses of land on which to
develop homes or mega-malls.

However, Sun- City has never stopped
evolving, Dickson said, and the community
will continue to transform itsell from
within as times and people change.

As the West Valley braces for even more
growth, Jim Corcoran, president of the
Sun City Home Owners Association,
expects the three Sun Cities to tighten
their bonds. .

“I certainly would like to see all of the
Sun Cities remain tied together,” Corcoran
said. "We're all developments put together
by Del Webb, and though we run our

BAILY NEWS-SUN
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organization and they run theirs, we need
to work together through this.” .. .

Paul Herrmann, directer of the Sun City
Visitors Center, believes the next five to 10
years will see a stronger Sun City.

“All the growth that will go on is going
to continue to help us bring visitors and
potential owners to the area,” Herrmann
said, adding that the proximity of stadi-
ums, malls and developments in the West
Valley contribute to the attractiveness of
Sun City. “These things continue to point
to a strong economic position. As every-
thing thrives around it, Sun City will hold
its own.”

Local leaders estimate that over the
next decade, Sun City must provide what
the new generation of retirees are expect-
ing by updating its amenities and activi-
ties. The trend in home renovation is
expected to pick up steam as the demand
for newer homes increases.

- Clubs and activities

During the coming years, the Visitors
Center hopes to be on the forefront of
researching what today's and future
retirees seek when it comes to activities.

For example, Sun City currently has
a Travelogue club in which members
watch movies of various destinations. In
the near future with younger and more
adventurous retirees, Herrmann

Oldest retirement community keepir?gq up wi

believes Sun City has approached the
point when an actual travel club could
be formed by members who want to
take trips around the world together,

The Visitors Centers’ long-range
planning committee hopes to begin
researching what other retirement com-
munities around the country are doing
in terms of clubs and activities.

“We want to ask what's drawing peo-
ple to their community,” Herrmann
said. “We'll get to a point where, possi-
bly. some of the clubs we have aren't
what people are looking for any longer.
This is why the research needs to be
done.”

According to social predictions, retir-
ees are seeking to be more physically
and mentally active, Dickson said. To
that end. he said, recreation and fitness
facilities are slated for remodeling and
ASU West's Life Long Learning program
is being implemented.

‘An example of changing times. he
said, is the computer club with 2.000
members. Currently, classes are geared
toward beginners and intermediate
computer users, Dickson said. Soon, he
expects the Baby Boomers, who have
grown alongside computer technology,
will seek accelerated and specialized
computer classes.

“You have to deal with the needs of
the people here now, the needs of those

The owner
of this
remodeled
home in
Sun City
gaveita
Southwest-
ern flavor.

th the Boomers

who just moved in and the future resi-
dents,” Dickson said. “There's no for-
mula, no plan. no book we can read.
Whoever the directors are in the future
are going to have to understand the
population they have and fiex to it.”

New, improved amenities

With seven recreation centers, Sun
City has the most amenities of any
active retirement community in the
nation. However, it’s also the oldest
such community and the deterioration
of recreation facilities has become a
reality.

But the Recreation Centers board is
taking action.

Golf courses have water wells that
are up to 50 years old, recreation cen-
ters are 28 to 44 years old and most
fitness centers are far from state-of-the-
art. As the RCSC learned since the
upgrading of Sundial Recreation Cen-
ter's fitness area — if you build it, they
will come.

Sundial fitness center use has risen
substantially since the facility
improvements.

Renovations to Bell Recreation Center
are approved and under way. The plans
include new locker room facilities,

Sce SUN CITY, A4
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‘Sun City

BETH DeFALC!
. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

¢i  SUN CITY — Trere were
*Mo guarantees for developer
1Del E. Webb tn 1960, when
+he built Sun City — the
. West’s pioneering master-
planned retirement commu-
'nity — and invited retirees in
-the Snow Belt to trade their
»Snow shovels for shuffle-
-'boards and sunshine.

.+ But he built it. And the
‘seniors came — and came,
~and came.
~ Nearly 45 years luter, the
“community that started in
"Temote cotton flelds west of
“Phoentx has grown to 45,000
‘people and has spzwned a
_crop of similar spin-offs for
“active adults” 55 anc older.
.. Developers have turned
| Tetiring here into a lifestyle
“that is attracting more
.Seniors and is further solidi-
fying Arizona's image as a
retirement Mecca at a time
“when Western states are get-
 ting older at a faster rate
than other parts of the
country,

According to census
reports, the over-65 popula-

tion in Arizona grew by 7 per- -

cent — more than twice the
national average — from
2000 to 2003.

Arizona ranked behind
only Nevada (14.6 percent)
and Alaska (13.7 percent)
during that same period.
Since 1990, the over-65 pop-
ulation has nearly doubled in
Arizona.

“Before it was built, no one
ever thought anyone would
live out here because it was
too far away,” sald Sun City
resident Sam Femia, who was
in his 20s and living In
nearby Glendale when the
development opened.

But on opening day, Jan.
1, 1960, miles of cars Iined
Grand Avenue leading into

the development. According

to the Sun Cities Area Histor-
ical Society, 237 home con-
tracts were signed during the
first 72 hours.

The cheapest model” went
for 88,500. Air conditioning
cost an extra $600 and a
home on a golf course ran
another 81,200,

i There was a grocery store
and recreation center. There
was shuffleboard and lawn
bowling, as well as golf. For a
while, there was even a trol-
ley — the “Shop Lifter” — to
zip Tesidents to the grocery

remains Mecca

store a few blocks away.

“This is what sold it
Everything is here,” said
former New Yorker Jane Free-
man, 84, one o! the historical
soclety founders and a Sun
City resident since 1970,

Today, there's more of
everything in Sun City.

The one recreation center
has become seven. There are
eight public goif courses and
another threc at private
country clubs,

The trolley quickly gave
way to golf cars as people
realized it was easier to get
around in them. For some,
the golf car is their sole
means of transportation,

Sun City had its own art
museum and symphony,
which are now regional, and
more than 2,600 residents
are involved with the commu-
nity’s computer club.

It remains unincorporated
and self-governed, And
although there's no police
department, crime remains
low: residents banded
together to form a sheriffs
posse and a neighborhood
patrol, .

"Me and my wife still have
no problems walking around
at night,” said Femia, 70,
who moved into the commu-
nity with his wife a decade
ago after their children left
home.

Experts say the influx of

seniors into this development

and other areas has had a
dramatic impact on the state.
Tracy Clark, an economist
with the Bank One Economic
Outlook Center at Arizona
State University, said most
retirees who move to Arizona
have a lot of accumulated
assets but not a lot of steady
Income. That makes Arizona's
low cost of living attractive.

“That's one of the reasons
Phoenix has a presence in the
securities market in terms of
the number of regional head-
quarters here,” Clark said.
“And seniors can dictate the
type of businesses that locate
in an area.”

That's evidenced by the
health-care network built
around Sun City. Ten years
after Sun City got its start,
Sun Health opened the
Walter O. Boswcll Memorial
Hospital here. The commu-
nity s now served by an
expansive health-care net-
work, both ncarby and
around the state.

SUN CITY HISTORY
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Between Jan. 1 and Jan. 3, 1960, 237 home contracts were
signed as people showed up to buy land in Sun City, the

retirement community develo

ped by Del E. Webb. Nearly 45

years later 45,000 retirees call Sun City home.

“They were the driving
force for getting health-care
services In their own back-
yard,"” said Jim McAllister, a
spokesman for Sun Health.
“It was built for the retire-
ment community.”

In 1987, the Mayo Clinic
put a new branch — its third
— in the Phoenix area. About
45 percent of patients at
Mayo are older than 65.

The health-care benefit
has been mutual. Seniors
give back to their health-care
providers through annual
donations, leaving behind
large sums when they die,
volunteering and donating
their bodies to science.

Sun City also has led the
way for other retirement
spreads and the concept of
self-contained community liv-
ing. it also has its own proge-
ny. In Arizona, there's now
Sun City West and Sun City
Grand. Del Webb will break
ground on Sun City Festival
next year.

The developer has. also
opened Sun Cities in Califor-
nia, Nevada, Texas, lllinois
and South Carolina.

Compared to its newer
counterparts, the original
Sun City is a relic. Homes in
the new developments are
wired for high-speed Internet
and often have a separate
“casita” on the property to be
used as a guest room or
home office,

Residents also don't meet
for shuffleboard and bridge
games s0 much anymore. At
Del Webb's new develop-
ments, residents go to the fjt-
ness center to see their
trainer and nutritionist, or
attend accredited college
courses offered on site.

“It tends to be more resort-
like,” said Catherine Barton,
54, who moved from Missis-
sippl te Sun City Grand.

“I feel safe here and it's ;
clean and attractive,” she
sald. “And I love the new |
homes. They're so easy to:
maintain,” s

Like her neighbors, Barton
said she and her husband

‘checked out communities in

Florida and California.

“T wasn't slick enough for
California,” she said. "1 like
the people here. I like their
values.”
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Those were the days

Local PBS

JOHN GUZZON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

With the passage of time comes memories,
mainly of the defining moments of one's

existence,

Since the end of World War Il and the boys

coming home, most of the
defining moments In
Arizona history have been
tied with growth and the
development of the
desert.

So, when local PBS
affillate KAET set off to
make “Arizona Memories
from the ‘60s,” — a sequel

to their popular look at

the state in the 1950s —
growth was an immediate
centerpiece.

And, since Sun City
was a standard bearer for

IF YOU WATCH |

B WHAT: “Arizona ‘
Memories from the
‘60s,” a production of
KAET channel 8

B WHEN: 7 p.m.
Monday, 1 p.m
Wednesday, 4:30 p.m.
March 9 and 1 p.m.
March 14 - :

B WHERE: Your
favorite television set

thousands of retirement and family developments
for the next 40 years, it was obviously an easy
choice for a major spot in the program.

“Sun City made the cut right off the bat and

the more we researched, the more interesting it
became,” said Don Hopfer, producer of “Arizona
Memories.”

affiliate looks at the creation of Sun City in
“Arizona Memories from the ‘60s”

1 The
Shop-Lifter
was the first
attempt ata
transit
system for

‘the retirees
who moved
to Sun City
in the early
1960s.

SUBMITYED PNOTO

While the creation and subsequent popularity
of Sun City was a landmark event, the program
also focuses upon the arrival of the Phoenix
Suns, the construction of Grady Gammage
Auditorium, the moving of London Bridge to Lake
Havasu City and such cultural phenomenons as
“The Wallace and Ladmo Show,” and Sen. Barry
Goldwater.

“The exciting thing about making this show is
that we did something new,” Hopfer said. “We
asked viewers to send us their memories: Home
movies. photographs and any kind of
memorabilia. More than 150 people contacted us
and more than 12 of them are in the show. This
production could not have happened without
their involvernent.”

The Sun City Historical Society was one such
group and it aliowed KAET to use three
promotional films produced by the Del Webb
Corp. in the 1960s — “In the Beginning.” and
“The Sun City Story.”

“Arizona Memories from the "60s” accurately
captured the spirit of those first few years or
progress, said Jane Freeman, [ounder of the Sun
City Historical Society.

“We decided if we were going to get into
retirement developments we needed to put the
arnenities in first,” Owen Childress, a former Sun
City salesman says in the program.

Freeman said seeing tangible evidence of the
amenities promised at earHer communities but
never delivered set Sun City apart from other like

OV ER



From D1

communities.

“When they came for the
grand opening. you could
start the buzz saw. The goll
course was there and ready.”

she said.
Regardless of

amenities readily available. it
seems that many ol the
residents of nearby Glendale
and Peoria — the only
substantial towns at the time
— were skeptical of Sun

City's future.

“We thought it was funny.
No one thought it was going
to fly,” said Carole DeCosmo
of the Sahuaro Ranch
Foundation in Glendale.

But Sun City has thrived.

developments
Unfortunately.

City pioneers arc no longey
around 1o see the significance
of the first master planned
retirement community.

But the impact of their
decisions
reverberate throughout the

"Sun City is not only an
example of a monumental
Arizona development but it
brought Arizona to national
prominence,” Hopler said.

“Arizona Memories from the
'60s,” can be seen at 7 p.n.
Monday, 1 p.m Wednesday.
4:3¢ p.m. March 9 and I p.m.
March 14 on channel 8.

Del Webb,
shown here at
the opening of

the Sundial
- Recreation
Centerin. 1973,
was:the
. visionary.
- behind Sun
City and the
developmeént
- 'plan which | -
spawned |
numerous
look-alikes.

Spy LR

i \ giﬂw_?"‘.:-‘f P
\ G .

v

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Mr. and Mrs.
E.A Britton,
winpers of
the Sun City
name
contest, refax
Jy the pool at
the Civic
Association,
now known
as Oakmont
Recreation
Center.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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By Charles Kelly
The Arizona Republic
'

he most evocative

images of Arizona are

dusty frontier streets

echoing with six-gun
shots, the vistas of the Grand
Canyon, the vast sweep of the
Navajo Reservation.

But as the state celebrates its
90th anniversary Thursday, a look
back at its history reveals that it
has moved steadily away from its

maverick past and raw character
toward urbanization, an
increasingly high-tech economy
and political stability.

- The movement at times has been
fitful, characterized by political
dogfights, economic downturns
and scandal. But Arizona
continues on much the same
course it has pursued for nine
decades, while remaining, as
Stephen Trimble wrote in Arizona:
The Land and the People, “a
symbol of the frontier, of the

il uétratlon by Ban Kempton/The Arizona Republic

People, events defined our history, future

desert and of the West.”

Today, The Arizona Republic
takes a look at turning points in
the state’s history, the leaders who
shaped it, the events that led to
the state's booming growth, the
creation of its primary industries
and the forming of Arizona’s
image on the national scene.

1960

Tne Arizona Republic
People flock to Sun City on its open-
ing day in 1960.

SUN CITY OPENS

el E. Webb Corp. starts Sun

City in the northwest Val-

ley, one of the first retire-

ment communities in the
nation and one that will help estab-
lish the state’s reputation for large,
sophisticated retirement havens. Af-
terward, organized retirement living
spreads across the state, making its
mark with communities that include
Sun City West, Sun Lakes, Leisure
World and Pebble Creek Golf Resort
in the Valley of the Sun, and Sun City
Tucson, Saddlebrooke Country Club
and Fairfield Homes Green Valley in
southern Arizona.

FEB. 14,1912

ARIZONA BECOMES A STATE

FEB. 23, 1929 ‘
ARIZONA BILTMORE OPENS

1941
WORLD WAR Il TRAINING.
SHOWCASES ARIZONA.

1948
MOTOROLA ARRIVES

1950s
AIR-CONDITIONING

SWEEPS THE STATE

1966

GOLDWATER NOMINATED
1968

CAP APPROVED,

FUTURE ENSURED

1881 .

0’CONNOR IS NAMED

TO U.S. SUPREME COURT

1988
MECHAM 1S IMPEACHED
2001
HISPANICS SPUR
ARIZONA’S GROWTH




West Valley museums

well more than a dozen museums are available in the West Valley for visitors of all ages and interests. A roundup of what's available:

Yarnum Poor & George
Resler

members and children
under $; Free

NAME _ __ ADDRESS CITY DESCRIPTION _HOURS. £osT _PHONE o FOR MORE ',"F°,d___ s
Adobe Mountain | 22822 N. 43rd Ave. |Phoenix Miniature raifroads & SU Noon-5, starting | Free/Donations accepled |(623) 386-5737 ; WWw.arzonaancpacs ACIT.COM
Railroad Museumn & , railroad museum Sept. 6 | /spot/adobe/adabe htm
Desert Railroad | . - . - : S R
Buckeye Valley 10th St./Monroe Ave.! Buckeye Lccal history & archaeology § W-F 1-4, 5A 10-4, Free (623) 386-4333
Mseurn \ of the Buckeye Valley Oci-May b
Chatlenger Space | 21170 N. 83rd Ave.  |Peoria Smithsonian affiliate; M-F 9-4, SA 10-4 Adults: §6, (623) 322-2001 Www.azchallenget.org
Center of Arizona science-and space related Seniors/students: $4, i
exhibits and educational 5 and under: Free :
. . programs S VO SO PP
Deer valley 3711 W. Deer Valley |Phoenix | Museum, archaeological site May-Sept: T-F 82, SA | Adults: $5, {623) 582-8007. ‘V"V;“dJﬁlgt9du"~'d>‘ RIS
Rock Art Center ~ Rd. ;and nature preserve - 7-5,5012-5 Oct - 55 and over/students: §3, Ogy/avr
; ioperated by Arizona State | April: T-SA 9-5, SU12- 1 6-12: 52, : :
; !University for research & - | 5 5 and under; Free, :
public educationai purposes. ASU Students/Facuity:Free
..... e : : S T y X
Desert Caballeras 51N, Frontier St. | Wickenburg! Museum of western, cowbay | M-SA 10-5; SUnoon- | Adults: $5, Seniors: $4, (928) 684-2272 Www.westernmuseurm.org
Western Museum and Native American arts 4 starting in 6-16: $1,
) and hisiory Sepiember Under &; Free T R
Eisie McCarthy 7637 N 55t Ave.  |Glendale | Tactile garden with dozens | Dawn to dusk, daily | Free £(623) 930-2820; Www.cl.giendale az s recre
Sensory Garden of plants and trees selected y ‘ tion/Elsie-McCarthy-Sensory:
) i to stimulate the senses of | Garden.ctm
; sound, smell and touch, of i
i special appeal to the i
visually impaired i
Glendate - 6000 W. Olive Glendale | Collection of paintings, Summer: M-Th 7am- | Free (623) 845-3755
Community College sculptures and masks, and | 9pm
Art Collection changl nghlbltlons. in fall/Spring: M-Th
John F. Prince Library 7am-10pm, F 7-4:30 I
Glendaie Police fOP Lodge #12 Glendale ! Memorabiliz and artifacts | 10-4 every other Free (623) 930-2559 www.cl.glendale az.us/police
Museum 6821 N. 57th Ave. detaifing the 93-year history | Saturday, starting | pgnations accepted
: of the Glendale Police Sept, 6.
- G Department ]
Glendale Xeriscape | 5959 W. Brawn St, [Glendale | Demonstration garden Dawn to dusk, daily | Free (623) 930-35% gecko.gc.maricopa.edu/
Botanica! Garden covering four acres and glendale library
R hundreds of plant varieties o
Katydid Insect 5060 W, Bethany  ;Glendale | Non-profit museumn of M-F 11-4; Oct-Feb, also | Aduits: §3, (623) 931-8718 | www.insectmuseurt.corm
Museum . Home Rd. #7 : insects, arachnids, reptiles | open SA noon-4 Seniors/students: $2,
o o . i and other creatures 1st & 3rd SA of menth, 1 4-10: $1, 3 and under: Free
Manistee Ranch | 51st/Northern Aves. |Glendale | 18905 ranch and museum | noon-4 Adults: $5 {623) 435-0072
! preserved by Glendale After Sept. 20 - { Seniors:
) Historical Society 6-16: $1 o
Marty Robbins 5804 W. Myrtle Ave. iGlendale | Museum honosing Glendale- | T-SA 10-2 Summer; free (623) 847-7047 www. frendsofmartyrebtins.org
Glendale Exhibit born country music fegend | T-5A 10-5 Winter, Donations accepted
House ! Marty Robbins
Pioneer Living 390T'W, Pioneer  |Phoenix | Museum & replica of 1800s | w.SU 9-2 during Adults: $7, - (623} 465-1052 | www pioneer-arizona.com
History Vilage Rd./Exit 225 town with costumed SUmIMer; Seniors: $6,
offFIIN interpreters & authentic old | w.S|) -5, Oct-May | Students: $5
buildings 3-5; 54 N
Sahuaro Ranch 9802 N. 59th Ave. |Glendale | Historic ranch, pioneer W-F 10-2, 5A 104, SU | $3 to tour the mainhouse 1{623) 930-4200; www.sahuaroranch.org
museum with park & 12-4, Closed: May 26- | Children under 12: free ‘
gardens Sept. 27 B }
Scuthwest Museum| Coury House, Glendale | Specialized technical T-SA, 12-3: Call first : Ali.ages: $10 (623) 435-1522 | www.smecc.org
of Engineering, 5807 W, Palmaire Ave. archives and historical
Communications exhibits of radios,
and Computation computers, radar, office &
] other electronic equipment
Sun Cities Area | 10801 W.Oakmont Dr; Sun City | First house in Sun City, Summer: F & Sat: i Free (623) 974-2568
Historical Scciety onginal development 10-noon —Sept.- :
. records May:T-F 1:30-3:30 -
The Bead Museum | 5754 W, Glenn Dr.  |Giendale | International collection and | M-SA 10-5, TH10-8, |Adults: $4, {623) 931-2737 | www.thebeadmuseurn.com
changing exhibits of beads, | 51)711-4 Children: $2
e beaded artifacts & history e ~
The Bible Museum | 2000 N. Litchfield Rd.j Goodyear | Selected exhibits trom one | 24 hours a day, in hote! | Free 1(623) 536-8614 www nolylandpottery.can/”
in lobby of Hampten of the world's largest lobby H . museum_start.htm
inn & Suites collections of antique Bibles : ;
and religious manuscripts . i
West Valley Art 17420 N. Avenue of {Surprise | 2,800 works of art; T-5U 10-4 Adults: $5, (623) 972-0635| Www.wvam.org
Museum the Arts international ethnic dress Students: $2,
collection & art of Henry Surprise residents,

S0urcE Anzona Republic research

Dan Kempton,';ﬁe At zon iwru\;r;-..._-







- Around Town

File photo
In 1990, Vera Jean Painter stands in !
front of Sun City's first residence.
Painter sold the house to the Sun Cities
Historical Society in 89 tor $44,000.

Sun City concept
popular in east

The popularity of Del Webb's Sun City
homes has hit the East Coast.

Thousands of retirees are taking a look at
the new Sun City in Hilton Head, S.C,, the
second-largest of Del Webb Corp.s seven
retirement communities. Webb originated the
Sun City concept in 1960 in Arizona, where it
has three Sun Cities and a fourth one under
construction.

Webb spokeswoman Martha Moyer said as
many as 700 people a week are stopping by
the sales center and at least 100 have
committed to buying a home, even though the
first homes won't be complete until August.

On the first day of sales last fall, 25 homes
worth $4.1 million were sold.

Webb announced in January 1994 that it
wauld build in South Carolina.

By the time the new Sun City is finished in
17 vears, it will encompass 8,600 homes on
5 600 acres west of Hilton Head Island.
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DAILY NEWS-SUN  SATURDAY, APRIL 5, AND SUNDAY, APRIL 6, 2003

How the Northwest Valley was

Editor’s note: This is the first in a
three-part series about the Northwest
Valley’s early development, and a
brief glimpse into the changes that
have transformed the area Since
then.

TODAY: YULI & CREOSOTE —
In the late 1800s, Peoria had just a
couple dozen residents, and Sun City
was still a community called
Marinette.

MONDAY: THE MELTING POT —
Northwest Valley communities
hecame a melting pot of - settlers
while segregation was still a fact of
daily life for scheol children.

TUESDAY: DAINLY NEWCOMERS
— Agricultural fields give way to
retirement communities, and histori-
cal societies strive to retain the
area’s culture and memories as new
waves of residents move in.

FIELD DAYS: Pair of
lifelong residents
remember farm towns

NATY 0°GRADY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Amanda Durand, 79, and Mike
Bejarano, 81, remember when
almost everyone knew everyone in
the Northwest Valley.

Today, they watch new houses
and more traffic continue to sprout
upon land that once held agricul-
ture fields or creosote and sage-
brush. They visit historical societies
housed in Bejarano’s old school and
the Del Webb Corp.’s first home. -

Memories of people like Bejarano
and Durand, along with some old
black-and-white, photos, are just

about all that remain of the commu-
nities that preceded today's North-
west Valley. :

In 1888, Peoria’s population was
27. By 1929, when Bejarano was
attending Peoria Central School,
there were fewer than 300 in the
community. Today, Pecria's popula-
tion is estimated at about 107,000.

Bejarano commuted to school in
Peoria but lived in Marinette. For
years, the communities grew up
together, but by 1957 they were
headed down opposite paths. While
Peoria continues to expand, Mari-
nette died quietly and made room
for Del E. Webb's first master-
planned retirement community, Sun
City — now home to about 38,300.

'MARINETTE'S HEYDAY

In 1957, the “Arizona Telephone

Street Guide and Householders
Directory™ for Marinette contained
35 names, including Durand's
father. The town was already dying
by that time, giving way to plans for
Del Webb retirement havens while
its neighboring communities later
boomed into the municipalities that
are the Northwest Valley.

But decades earlier, Marinette —
centered roughly around 105th Ave-
nue, running two or three miles long
between Olive Avenue and Beardsley
Road — was an agricultural hub.
The community was established in
1915 when R.P. Davie cleared the
land to start growing cotten and
“yuli,” which was a sort of tum-
bleweed that contained a milky sub-
stance he believed could help make
a rubber compound for better tires.

See OVERROW, AG
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"He came {rom New York.
He was a mining engineer. He
had a dream [or gold.”
Durand said. "So coming
through the area here, he
found that this was pretty
good level ground.”

At picking time, {rom
about July to April, the popu-
lation in the one-mile town-
site grew to more than 500
people, said Durand, an Ari-
zona native. The surrounding
well sites and their accompa-
nying tent cities also snow-
balled with hundreds more
people, mostly Mexican
nationals cormning to the area
for svork, she said.

“Not every well had a big
population. The others had, [
would say, 25 year-round
framed homes. When they
didn't have the little framed
homes, they would set up
tent cities because they could
set them up really quickly,”
Durand said.

The tents were relatively
nice, with wooden floors and
canvas sides, she recalled.
They were clustered around
more than a dozen wells and
became impromptu commu-
nities with names such as El
Norte, which was north of
Grand Avenue; El Verde,
which means The Green; Las
Botas, The Boots; Sal Si
Puedes, Come Out If You
Can; and Hollywood, named
for the pretty girls who lived
there.

NEW GAME IN TOWN

In 1920, Davie sold his
holdings in Marineite to the
Southwest Cotton Co., a sub-
sidiary of Goodyear Tire and

KATY 0*GRADY/DAILY NEWS-SUN

Mike Bejarano, right, and his son Juan read about some of
Peoria's pioneers in the Peoria Historical Society, housed in
Peoria Central School — where Bejarano went to school in

it%%ﬂ)er Co. He had lost
money in a sugar beet gamble
and left town soon thereafter.

“He went bankrupt. He
was trying to raise sugar
beets,” said Phyllis Street, a
volunteer with the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society.

“He had bhoots that were
curled up like a mining engi-
neer's,” said Durand, demon-
strating the kneeling position
of an engineer that would
cause the ends of his boots to
curl. “And those boots he
walked in with, he walked out
with those same boots on.”

The community continued
without him. :

“El Mirage was the tailgate
of Marinette, Arizona. We
have as high as five genera-
tions in El Mirage and Sur-
prise — that's the square
mile of Surprise.” said
Durand, who moved [rom

Phoenix to Marinette in 1928
when she was 4.

Durand's father, Oswald
Perez Monreal, thought
1920s Phoenix was too rough
and tumble for his young
family, The western town
held the promise of a job at
Marinette General Mercantile,
just north of 105th and

Grand avenues when Grand -

was still known as Vulture
Road but before it was called
the Wickenburg Highway.
Monreal bought the mercan-
tile and his wife, Isabel,
became Marinette's postmas-
ter, a position she held for 27
years before moving on to
become Youngtown's
poslmaster.

“That was the congregation
point. That's where 1 lived, in
the grocery store — the post
office was in the grocery
store,” Durand said.

. Amanda Durand, Qrew UD  MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DALY NEWS-SUN
amongst the cotton fields of the West Valley in Marinette. :

PHOTO COURTESY SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Det Webb Corp.'s first five model homes on Oakmont Ave-
nue, in the photo above, started transferming the agricultural
fields surrounding Marinette, the small development in the
hackground along Grand Avenue. The homes were the first in
what would become Sun City.
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avenues. For fourth  grade,
she was bused to Peorla, just
like Mike Bejarano, another
Arizona native. .

Bejarano's father, Sylvest-
er, worked for Southwest Cot-,
ton Co. '

“It's changed a lot," said
Bejarano, visiting the Peoria
Historical Society late last
year with his son, Juan. “In
those years, it was different. I
don't know — there was a lit-
tle discrimination of the
Spanish. They called you
names,

“We didn't fight or any-
thing like that. We just lis-
tened to them and that was
it,” he said. “To me, 1 just
thought it was better because
| wasn't white. Today, they're
different though.”

Durand also recalls a bit of
discrimination in the early- to
mid-1900s. African-American
children from throughout the
Valley were bused to Mari-
nette Arizona School, she
recalled. Co

“It was horrible what, the
school system did to the” the
black children, she sald. The
black children were from the

=R
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MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2003

COURTESY OF SUN CITIES AREA HSTDRICAL SOCIKETY

Mike Benjarano, left, and his son, Juan, sit in a replica of an
old classroom with wooden fioors at Pearia Central School,
which now houses the Peoria Historical Society in downtown

Peoria.

Northwest Valle‘y
stirred melting pot

Editor’s note: This is the
second in a three-part series -
about the Northiest Valley's
early development, and a prief
glimpse into the changes that
transformed the area, since
then. : '

SATURDAY: YULI & CRE-
OSOTE — In the late 1800s,
Peoria had Just a couple
dozen residents, and Sun City
was still a community. called
Marinette. :

TODAY: THE MELTING
POT — Northwest Valley com-
munities became a melting pot
of settlers while segregation
was still a fact of daily life for
school children. ‘

TUESDAY: DAILY NEW-
COMERS — Agricultural flelds

-give way- to retiremeént

outlying Phoenix area. They
were bused to Marinette.

That made for long days
for most of those children,
and eventually, some families
_chose to move closer to
Marinette. '

~ The first black family .that
moved (to El Mirage), so their
children would not have to be
on the bus from 4 o'clock in
the morning 1l 9 o'clock at
night,” she said.

“So we had Okies and
Spanish” and now black peo-
ple in El Mirage, Durand said
of the melting pot of the
Northwest Valley.

There also was segregation
at Peoria Central School
where Durand and Bejarano
attended. _

“The Spanish-speaking

. children went into a building

that was run by Mrs. Pike. I
went into a butlding run by
Mrs. Rice because | was an
English-speaking child,” said
Durand, who now speaks
both languages {luently.

RETIREMENT HAVENS ,
Most of the memories are

sweet for the two Arizona
natives, despite the tough

communities, and, historical
socleties : strive tp retain the

“area’s ‘culture and memortes

as new waves of restdents
move in, - R
KATY 0'BRADY

DAILY NEWS-SUN

Sun City resident Amanda
Durand learned Mexico's cul-
ture during childhood grow-
ing up in Marinette, the pre-
cursor to Sun Cily. - '

She spent -first, second
and third grade at Marinette
Arizona School, Peoria Dis-
trict, - which . occupied .two
buildings- where the Taco

Bell/Kentucky Fried- Chicken -

sits at Grand and 107th

times. :

“You remember years ago,

there was nothing,” said
Bejarano, 81. ‘It was just a
little small town. ... There
weren't very many people.”

This was the 1930s, when '

the Great Depression and.the
Great Plains Dust Bowl were
sending Midwesterners west

in search of jobs and hope. .

Anglos were becoming more
noticeable in the town by
1936, sald Durand, who at
the time was living with her
parents in a home near 105th

Avenue and Coggins Drive, a -

strip currently occupied by
small businesses.

“] Hved here all the time. i

moved from house to house,”
she sald. “I'm just a little old
cotton-picker. 1 only went to
12th grade in Peorla. It was
the J.G. Boswell Co, that
educated me.”

Durand graduated from
Peoria High School in 1942,
and by the 1950s, she and
her husband, Rodrick
“Johnmny” Durand, were WOTK-
ing for the James G. Boswell
Co., which had purchased
the 20,000-acre Marinette
Ranch from Southwest Cot-
ton Co. in 1936.

*1 grew up with (Mari-
nette). In-1954, 1 grew up
‘with Youngtown. You know
where Menke's Funeral Home
is? That was my cotton
office,” Durand said.

- ‘Menke's is at 103rd Ave-
" nue and Coggins. The prop-
erty was owned by J.G.
Boswell's company in 1954,
when Youngtown was incor-
“porated as the nation’s first
‘retirement community, and
the cotton office contained
the only phone in the area
* putside of Peoria.

“When Youngtown was
" first born, they had no
phones,” Durand recalled.

New homeowners came to her

office to borrow the company

phone. :
Later that decade, Boswell,

a Californian, sold his farm-
- land to Webb, maintaining 49
percent interest in the Sun
City development while Webb
“controlléed 51 percent, said
Jane Freeman, founder of the
~Sun Cities Area Historical
Society.

TUESDAY:

Newcomers.

Katy O'Grady can be
reached at 876-2514 or
kogrady@aztrib.com.

Daily
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Sun Citian
predates
growth

Part III of three-part series

HISTORICAL
SOCIETY: Founder
hopes woman records
memories

KATY O'GRADY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

In 1969, as Del Webb's dream
washed over agricultural fields and
Marinette became a memory.
Amanda Durand moved to Sun City.
where she stili lives.

The 79-vear-old is one of the few
area residents who remember the
community's origins. She lived in
Sun City before it existed and
moved into the age-restricted com-
munity as il was being built.

Jane Freeman. founder ol the
Sun Cities Area Historical Society,
said she would love to see Durand
record her memories in a hook one
day. Freeman herself moved to the
area in 1970 and believes the
changes in just the last three
decades have been remarkahie,

*l think with all the srowth. the
historical society — any historicat
society — takes on i dillerent and
niore important meaning, because
with the rapid growth, we lose
things.” Freeman said. "Al the 1ine,
we don't think it's important and we
just let it slip by,

"When we first got here. the
Basque sheepherders used to bring
sheep from Flagstall down Olive
Avenue. and the sheep doy would
get in the road and stop wallic. I'd
think, "why didn't [ get a picture of
that? "

Trying to preserve those memo-
ries, Juan Bejarano, 54, takes his
tather Mike to places like the Peoria
Historical Society so he can learn
the stories.

‘I like to take him 1o piaces he's |

See HISTORY, A3 |
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with.” Juan said. “That way [ can
pass it on to my kids and their kids.

"] was born in a farming commu-
nity in Goodyear and not in a hospi-
tal, so I'll take my son and show him.
‘That's where [ was born in your
grandmother's home.” They're
astounded. So you have to have
some kind of history. 1 think it's
important, especially the way Ari-
zona is growing.”

As much as he tries to preserve
the memories of the past, Juan
accepts the changes that have come
over the years: [ know progress —
whenever there’s progress, there's
jobs for everybody. There's a lot bet-
ter life. There's conveniences. When |
was growing up, we had to walk two
miles just to go to the store.”

His father is more matter of [act.

“It's crowded, but [ guess that's
the way it is everywhere,” Mike said.

Lee Turner, curator of the Peoria
Historical Society, preserves the
memories and the relics to educate
today's schoolchildren about their
forbears’ lifestyles. The society,
housed in the Peoria Central School,
also serves as a place to reminisce
for people like June Puckett and Bob
Robertson. who stop in to visit and
look around periodically.

Puckett's parents moved to Peoria
in 1915, and her late husband’s par-
ents moved there in 1911. Her
grandmother, Ellen Powers, used to
wash linens and clothes for guests at
the Wagoner mansion, which Turner
said was the first home built in Peo-
ria in 1889.

Bob and Arlene Robertson have
lived in Peoria 56 years. Her moth-
er's stove and washing basin are part
of the museum displays. Farm
equipment donated by Bob Robert-
son graces the [ront of the museum.

Freeman has a better understand-
ing of the history since she founded
the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society.

“There's pros and cons,” Freeman
said. "l preferred it when there
wasn't as much traffic, but 1 can't
complain when other pecple come in,
because [. too. came in in 1970 from
the East Coast. [ was a ‘foreigner.' So
[ can appreciate why people are com-
ing in.”

Editor's note: This is the final
story in a three-port series about the
Northwest Valley's early development
and the changes that have trans-
formed the area since then.

Katy O'Grady can be reached at
876-2514 or kogrady@aztrib.com.
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« slowly growing Phoenix lo a
laster-growing Los Angeles,
but that traffic now uses
Interstate 10.

As suburbia burgeoned in
the weslern part of Peoria, in
{he new Sun Cilies. and in
younglown, El Mirage and
Surprise. the road also
hecame a popular location for
Irisinesses Lo sel up shop.

New, as Lhe Arizona
Department of Transportation
:nd the Maricopa Associalion
ol Governmenis look into
improving and expanding
Grand Avenue, some long-
time iransporlation ollicials
reeall how Lhis main roadway
originally was used.

The Sania Fe compleled its
iracks from Prescott to Wick-
cnburg lo Phoenix in 1895,
serving the gold mining inter-
esls in Wickenburg, which
just missed being the lerrito-
rial capital at a time when
Phoenix was hardly ol any
inportance.

Along ils tracks ran the
Vulture Road, which in 1914
was graveled as lar as Mari-
nette, the setilement 20 miles
fromn Phoenix at whal is now
103rd Avenue.

The road's builder, W.J.
Murphy, called it “Grand
Avenue.” .

Records are unclear, bul
somewhere in the 1920s, the
Maricopa Counly Board ol
Supervisors officially adopted

VF
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on storied history

MICHAEL MARESH
DAILY NEWS-SUN

As molorists leave northbound Loop 101 at Grand Avenue,
a sign directs them to turn left if they want to go to Las Vegas

or Wickenburg,.

But while drivers can still lake Grand Avenue, also known
as U.S. 60, to reach those destinations, the road has become
more uselul as a local roadway in the Sun Cities and Surprise

than it was as a through route.

Back in the 1870s, this was the Vulture Road, the way you
got to Wickenburg and the gold discovered there.
Later, the road become useful as the main route from from

that name. :
A pholo in the Arizona
Depariment of Library,

Archives and Public Records
shows the 1914 conslruclion
on thal read in a nearly

seamless agricultural
landscape.
But as Grand Avenue's

agricultural fronilage gave
way Lo development and com-
munilies like Sun Cily and
Sun City West, the road
changed.

“Grand was much Dbetler
{as a highway) when it was a
straight shol (to Wicken-
burg).” said Terry Jechnson,
transporlationn manager [or
the cily of Glendale. He
added that (ravel limes lo
locations like Las Vegas were
shorter because of the north-
west direction of the avenue,

But Grand Avenue also
served as the main roule to
Los Angeles, al least until
interstale 10 was completed
two decades ago.

You can sltill see the
remains ol that popular road
inn the weslern part of Wick-
enburg, where dozens ol
molels once greeled weary
{ravelers. Those slruclures
now accommodale everything
from cralt shops to aparl-
ments. Only a [ew siill
accommodale the overnight
visilors.

Johnson, who moved 1o
Arizona in 1976, worked for
the Arizona Department of
Transportation and the

Maricopa Association of Gov-
ernments for several years
before laking his current job
with Glendale.

He said the transportation
.plans he followed at ADOT,
which included those [for
Grand Avenue. came from a
1960 sludy. Belore thal. most
ol the growth was service sla-
tions and motels, the major-
ily of them in Wickenburg
and near the Peoria-Glendale
line.

While MAG and ADOT
wanted to improve the flow of
trallic on the original link to
Las Vegas, Johnson said.
they were unable to do so
until 1985 due to a lack of
[unding. '

Now, although Grand Ave-
nue is no longer on the
counly or stale freeway plan,
officials again are looking al
grade separalions al its major
cross streels and bridges over
‘the railroad.

But Johnson admitied
those separations might be
only a short-termn solution as
more and more businesses
continue to move onto Grand,
slowing trafflic as drivers
brake lo enter their parking
lots,

When constiruclion on
Iilerstates 10 and 17 was
compleled in the early 1980s
and linked Lhe two highways.
Grand Avenue became an
alternate roule for molorists
traveling (o Southern
California.

R ——————————S
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Johnson pointed oul thn
Grand was never upgraded a-
a way lo travel lo Californi-
because the planners sav
Interstate 10 bein:
completed,

Drivers headed 1o Wicken
burg. Kingman and Las
Vegas slill sometimes choost
the U.S. 60 route near Phoe-
nix, but that gradually i
changing because of the con
gested tralfic they encounter.

Instead, [olks use Lo
101 or Loop 303 lo avol
parts of Grand Avenue, I
said.

Or they take the Carelre
Highway (Slate Route 7
near Lake Pleasant) west t
where it inlersects Grand &
less-crowded Morristown.

“Right now people woul
rather go through Loop 10
or Loop 303.” Johnson said.

In 1993, ADOT tried 1
relieve some ol the congestic
hy making Grand Avenue
divided highway [rom 99
Avenue to Loop 303, s&
Malt Burdick, public info
malion officer for ADOT.

Bul the roadway narrows

“again o two lanes al 163

Avenue, and slayed lo Mo
rislown. Now, as a new inlLe
change is being buill
Grand and Loop 303. ti
state is widening Grand
f[our lanes west
Morrisiowr.

Still. drivers are avoidi
Grand's traffic when headi
west, a (rend that cov

OVER



reverse again in the luture if
projected plans for Grand are
carried’ out, Johnson said,

If Grand were to have six
lanes {rom Loop 101 to Loop
303, he said, the road would
likely once again be the pre-
ferred route to Las Vegas and
Wickenburg,

“When these eight inter-
sections come owt, it will he a
lough cholice,” he said,
Johnson added that even il
motorists choose not to use
the route after the improve-
menis are made, local traffic
will reap the benefiis.

And these eight inlersec-
tions are only a small parl of
the face-lift Grand - could
experienee in the next
decade.

MAG, in ils Grand Avenue

Corridor  Study, would sl
" prefer the avenue to be an
' expressway, Johnson said,

“Expressway does not nec-
£ssary mean [reeway.” he
said. “Expressways can be a
higher-capacity street.”

However, David French,
vice president of URS Corp.,
which is the consultant MAG
is using on the Grand expan-
sion, said people in the 1980s
lost interest in the project
when it became appareni

“ there were no funds,

French said URS and MAG
now have more data they can
dissect, bul even then, one
thing is certain.

‘I can guarantee you il's
not (going (o be) a [reeway,”
French said. “Grade separa-
tions are the question. That's
what we are evaluating.”

- Michael Maresh can be
re.ached a t
mmaresh@aztrib.com or at
623-876-252],




o THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

VF

SUN CITY

- HISTORY

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2000

Promises of 1960
fulfilled in Sun Ci

By Connie Cone Sexton
The Arizona Republic

A year before Sun City opened,
developer Del Webb blitzed
America’s cold, snowy regions
with a national publicity cam-
paign.

Full-page ads in newspapers
and magazines invited visitors to
the Jan. 1, 1960, grand opening
and promised “An Active Way of
Life.”

Webb enticed retirees to put
away their rocking chairs and
bask in the elow of his retire-
ment village.

Sun City was to be the place
where you could be as young as
you feel.

The lure proved to be good
bait. More than 100,000 people
from across the nation flocked to
Sun City during its first week-
end. Cars were nearly bumper to
bumper as they drove Grand
Avenue.

This wasn’t simply a new home
to buy. It was a new lifestyle to
buy into. As visitors strolled
through the five modest model
homes, the brochure spoke to
them: “In Sun City, you will enjoy
complete individuality, privacy
and happy, satisfying living, and
most important, the right to do
what you want ... when you want
... to live exactly as you wish.”

Sun City beld the promise of a
Disnevland for the older set:
Year-round polf and swimming,

massive  recreation centers
where you could find unlimited
bridge partners and pickup

games of shuffleboard. There
were dozens of hobby clubs to
join and arts and crafts to learn.

During Sun City's first three
days, 237 homes were sold. The
tiny sales office got so crowded
that salesmen had to sit on the
floor, according to Jane Freeman,
auther of Jubilee, a history book
of Sun City.

There was excitement among
the buyers, Freeman said. “They
had all come from somewhere
else and they had that in com-
mon. They bonded.”

Ina Dodt, 91, was one of the
Sun City pioneers.

“It was just a thrill to be part
of something entirely new. We
were all just happy, just happy to
be out here in the same place
around people about the same
age.”

Her stories sound like a col-
lege girl's dorm days. Dodt said
everyone was ready for a good
time, always ready to party. She
laughs when talking about danc-
ing with other fellow “hula girls”
around the recreation center
pool.

i,
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Peter Schwepker/The Arizona Repubtic

Ina Dodt, 91, poses in front of an original model home in Sun City.
Dodt's late husband, John, was one of Del Webb's first salesmen. *“i1
was just a thrill to be part of something entirely new,” she said.

Dodt’s late husband, John, was
one of Webb’s first salesmen. He
didn’t retire until 1989.

“He loved his job and believed
in the community,” she said.

When John died in 1993 at 93,
her relatives urged her to move
back to Illincis. But she was
firmly rooted.

“T would have just sat up there
staring out the window. Here, 1
have things to do,” she said.

Wally Britton also was there
from the beginning of Sun City —
not as a resident but as a cabinet
installer.

“I thought it was the silliest
thing to be out here 15 miles in
the country,” Britton said. “It was
nothing but cotton fields and
alfalfa.”

But the new residents proved
him wrong.

“There was a discussion at one
time that they might build 650
houses total but it ended up at
1,200 and something the first
year. And then it just mush-
roomed,” he said.

Sun City eventualiy had 26,000
dwelling units.

Britton was in his 30s when
Sun City opened. “Would I have
considered living here? Never,”
he said, thinking back.

But something later clicked.
He has lived there now 20 years.

Fellow Sun Citian Jim Hawks
moved in 15 years ago. Like
Freeman and Pritton, he is a
member of the Sun Cities Histor-
ical Society. Hawks, a former
community planning consultant,
links Sun City’s success to its low
property tax and its amenities.

“This was about the only place
where you could buy a house and
become a member of a golf club
or tennis club,” he said. “There
were opportunities you never had
all your life.”

Even with its enticements, Sun
City thrived because of its resi-
dents, Britton said.

“It's like a big happy neigh-
borhood. 1 never could under-
stand that when 1 was younger.”

Sun City wasn’t always Utopia.
Over the years, residents grap-
pled with paying school taxes
into the Peoria Unified School
District. They helped defeat sev-
eral bond issues. Eventually, Sun
City was cut out of the district.

The move scarred the commu-
nity and was a public relations
nightmare. Many Valley resi-
dents chastised Sun City for
wanting to shuck responsibility
for paying for schools.

A watchdog committee — the
Sun Cities Taxpayers Association
— also has been admonished over
the years by the public for its
lack of support for Valley proj-
ects, including those for recre-
ation and transportation.

But thousands of Sun City
residents each year spend many
hours as volunteers. The streets
are cleaned by the Sun City
PRIDES, while the Sun City Pos-
se helps patrol them. And despite
their reputation about schools,
many retirees devote countless
hours in classrooms each year.

Community spirit is on the rise
as residents celebrate Sun City’s
40th anniversary. Activities are
planned throughout the year, end-
ing with a Dec. 17 celebration.

For Hawks, Sun City is worthy
of study.

“It’s been a social experiment,”
Hawks said. “There’s one word
that sums up what this place is
about: activity. And that was a
brave concept. But it worked.”

Reach the reporier at
Connie.Sexton@ArizonaRepublic.com or
(602) 444-7118.

«

HUe







Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Arlz.

<
1

By JANICE TARLETON :
Staff writer

State cotton crops sut’fered2
some damage, but weathered
“the storm better than ex- . |
( pected.
- %It 'was not nearly as bad as
people were expecting,” said 3
~ Robby Barkley, a grower from“:
"Yuma where the storm hit’;
hardest. “] would say we got’; i

-

Friday, Sept. 26, 1997

H
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Maliie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun
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| Defoliated’ cotton bolls ready for harvesting can be spotted
lin fields along many West Valley roadways like this one on
Litehfield Road. Most of Anzonu s cotton crop is exported.

-.two to two-and-a-half inches - |

N “in most of the farm areas and.
. there was no flooding prob—
lems or strong wmds he
sald e
The salvatlon for Yuma cot-
1‘.0n growers is that 80 percent

*of the cotton was already ]

- picked and placed in tarp-

covered modules, said Bark-

" ley, chairman of the Supima '3

Association of America. Yuma -

growers typically pick three :
* weeks to a month ahead of the -

rest of the state, he said,

Still, the grade of the cotton_'

may drop a point or two. A .. W :
drop in one point translai;es‘(_.—i_'; LRI

bolls “As 1he ploni 'grews' the ball opens and then formers

into a deduction of about $50;

" a bale for Pima and $10 to $15 -

a bale for Short Staple Bark-'

ley said.

Hardest hit were Yuma

farmers who planted winter
crops such as lettuce and
‘broecoli in the past few days.
“They’ll have to replant,” he
said. .

Statewide, about 75 percent

of the cotton is still in the

field .and it will probably suf-
fer ‘“considerable damage,”
said Andy Dougherty, field

representative for Calcot. The

majority- of the state didn’t get
mr. as expected, and he agreed
that the impact in Yuma was
*“probably very little” because
-of the early harvest.

There will probably be
grade’' damage, but that will
vary from area to area de-
pendmg on the amount of
rain, wind and the cotton’s
stage of growth. Rain and

;. Moliie ) Hoppe/Daily News-Sun

:spray it with chemlculs to make thé laoves fall away.

wind strmgs out the cotton
and causes the foliage itself to
stain the white fiber. The re-
sult is a 5- to 10-cent drop in
price per pound, Dougherty
explained.

If the crop has been de-
foliated in preparation for
picking, damage would be
more significant than if the
cotton still had the protection
of the green boll.

Arizona

ranks No. 2
in production

By BRUCE ELLISON
Staff writer

All across the Northwest
Valley these days, cotton is
king.

From fields at 83rd Avenue

and Thunderbird Road in
Peoria, to 91st Avenue and

* Camelback Road in Phoenix

and west to the White Tank
Mountains, the alert motorist
will spot thousands of acres of
cotton, the white bolls open
and dangling in rich ab-
undance from plants now
starting to lose their leaves.

The defoliation is deli-
berate, created to allow an
easier time at picking the cot-
ton — which these days is
done by machine, not by the
back-breaking labor of the
stooped.

Cotton is the king of Arizona
agriculture, says the Arizona
Cotton Growers Association.
In 1995, the high-value crop
brought in about $365 million
from just 362,000 of the state’s
1.5 million irrigated acres.

Enough cotton was pro-
duced in the state to make a
pair of denim jeans for every
man, woman and child in the
country.

» See Goodyear tires, A5




Goodyear Tires ran on ‘cotton

-4 From A1

"The state produces two
types of cotton, upland and
American Pima, which can't
be distinguished from each
other by appearance at this
stage of ‘heir development.
One has white ﬂowers, the
other yellow.

It is those flowers that ripen
into hard green balls, which
eventually open into cotton
bolls containing the white,
puffy fiber that holds the cot-
ton plant's seeds.

Machines harvest the cotton
after the plants are defoliated;
the crop is then crammed into
large metal crates called
modules about the size of
truck trailers.

Harvesting begins in earnest
next month, and the gins will
be busy through the season
that ends in December, then

close until late next year, said.

Lon Emerson of Calcot, a Val-
ley cotton co-op.

The gin separates the seeds’

from the cottoh in a mecha-
nized process perfected 150
years ago by Eli Whitney.

Arizona’s cotton fiber, called
lint, is almost all exported,
Emerson said — to Egypt and
the Far East, where it often
comes back in the form of :

ton is high-quality and long-
staple, so it brings a good

- price on world markets.

Cash cotton was trading last
week at about 75 cents a
pound, a price Emerson said
was a little lower than usual.

The lint is packed in 480-.
pound bales for shipment; the
cotton seeds are crushed into
oil, which goes into such
things as salad dressings.

One of the West Valley's
larger gins, on Cactus Road in
Waddell, is operated by the
Anderson Clayton Co., an in-
ternational giant in the cotton
business that does everything
from financing crops in the

‘Valley to selling the finished

product on world markets.
Anderson Clayton now is a
subsidiary of Queensland Cot-
ton Holdings Ltd.,, an Aust-
ralian firm which bought the

. company on Aug. 16..

Cellulose frori the rémnlnr
of the ginning operation is
used in making paper, fur-
niture stuffing and cattle feed.
Some even goes into mass-
produced cookies, industry
official said. T

Because of the long growiné
season and measured irriga-
tion, the cotton growers group

4said “Arizona's average yield

per acre is consistently the:

finished clothing. Arlzona cot- 5'lﬁghest m Pthe, hatlbh

more than twice the national

average.”

The state is thé nation’s No.
2 producer of Pima cotton,
and 18th in upland cotton.

Cotton farming in the Valley
got a big boost during World
War I when supplies of Egyp-
tian cotton were cut off. The
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.,
which needed cotton fiber to
make tire cord, acquired land
in what is now Goodyear and
Litchfleld Park, and planted
thousands of acres to produce
its own cotton for the tire
manufacturing process.

Along the way, Goodyear

.executives found it pleasant to

visit the Valley in winter,
when it was cold and snowy
back in Akron, Ohio, and so
built the original Wigwam as a
kind of guest lodge for visnting
brass

That guest house eventually
expanded into the five-star
resort that is now the center
of Litchfield Park. Goodyear
sold it years ago, and the.
rubber giant no longer grows
its own cotton. The J.G. Bos-
well Co. ended up with the
northern part of those Good-
year cotton fields, selling the
Jand to Del Webb in 1859,

+Some of that cotton land is.

tivhArghdid how Phase I.of Sun City. s ¢






1922: First fire truck. a 1921 Model T. in service in Peoria; Peoria's first fire
Station is buit in Washington Park: Grang Avenue paved through from Peoria
to Mariette.

1929: Peoria's population is 250 to 300.

1930s: Dust Bovit and Great Depression send Midwesterners west seeking
jobs, boosting the Northwest Vailey's population.

1936: Southwest Cotton Co., a subsidiary of Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co.
sells its 20.000-acre Marinette Ranch to J.G. Boswell Co.

1937: Homer C. Ludden, a Glendale real estate developer and state legislator,
subdivides a rural square-mile parcel intg fow-cost home sites for the area's
agricultural workers, naming it Surprise after his Nebraska hametown; £l
Mrage established by migrant farni workers.

1941: America enters World War il Luke Field reactivated: POW camp set up
near Cotton Lane and Olive Avenue

1954: Develeper Ben Schigifer and hanker Clarence Suggs form Youngtown
Land and favestment Co.. buy a 320-acre dairy ranch and established
Youngtown as nation's first age-restricted community: Peoria incerporated.
1956: Pearia Post Office receives its first telephone and ballpoint pens.
1957: Marinette householders directory lists 35 names.

1960: Sun City opens: Peoria's population is 2.593; Youngtown and Surprise
incorporate; nation's first AARP chapter opens in Youngtown.

1961 Glendale begins to boom after annexing four square miles south of the
City's limits, nearly doubiing the city's population.

1978: Sun City build out complete: Sun City West opens
1980: Peoria's population is about 12,171
1990: Peoria's population is about 50.618

1996: Sun City Grand opens: Rio Satado Lifelong Learning Center opens in
Surprise :

1997: Sun City West build oul coniplete.

1998: Youngtown loses its age-restriction status.

2000: Youngtown's poputation is 3.010.

2001: Surprise attracts Kansas City Royals and Texas Rangers to its Cactus

League spring training stadium, which opened m 2002; New Joy Charter
School opens as Youngtown's first sehool

2002: Glendale issues first building permit for new Coyotes hockey arena and
approves final development agreement for Arizona Cardinals stadium and
muitipurpose facility.

CHARLES WADE/DA1L Y HEWS. S
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1959
IN CONTINUUM
Sun City

In 1959, 12 miles of open
fields divided Peoria and Sun
; City when Arizona's retire-

ment community started its
' roots in northwest Phoenix.

The first aerial photo, shot
toward a southwest direc-

Repubiic file photo

tion, shows plenty of space,
a black, paved Grand Ave-
nue, a well-defined 107th
Avenue and a cluster of
houses identified as Young-
town. Tiny specks of houses
in the distance were the
“first model houses,” com-
pleted in 1960, says Ryan L.
Peterson, public relations
supervisor for Del Webb's
Sun City Grand.

Del E. Webb built Sun City

b

1974

in three phases between 1960
and 1978, from south to north.
Phase One is from Olive to
Grand avenues. Phase Two is
from Grand Avenue to Bell
Road, and the last tract was
built from Bell Road to Union
Hills, Peterson said.

The 1974 photo, taken 15
years later with an aerial
lens aimed directly south,
illustrates an explosion of
retirement homes that end at

. Repub.lic file phota

Grand Avenue. On the north-
eastern corner of 107th Ave-
nue, Webb built a structure
called Highway House, a
temporary dwelling for pro-
spective buyers. The house
turned into King's Inn, which
is now a Fry’s grocery store.

When Sun City was com-
pleted in 1978, it spilled north
of Grand Avenue.

The final aerial photo
shows a view north toward

1978

Thunderbird Road. The Lake
View Center appeared with a
body of water during the late
19605 on the corner of Thun- +4
derbird Road and Del Webb
Boulevard. The center is one
of seven recreation sites in
Sun City.

Today_, there are 26,000
houses in Sun City occupied
by 46,000 retirees on 8,900

acres of land.
= Betty Reld
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Retiree industry makes its mark

By ALBERT F. TUDOR
DAILY NEWS-SUN

r I "\ he Fabulous Fifties, the
Sizzling Sixties and the
Souring Seventies all

helped make the Journey from

1951 10 1975 one of the most

spectacular periods in Arizona's

history.

The communities along the
Vuiture Road — the old wagon
road between Wickenburg and
Phoenix — were ready. willing
and able 10 help shape events of
the last half of the 20th century

* Few called it the Vulture Road
any more. It was Grand Avenue
or U.S. Highway 60. a major
transportation link between Phoe-
nix and the West Coast.

Our minds reel at the develop-
ment tuking place all around us in
the Northwest Valley. Although it
may seem to be a modern-day
phenomenon. today’s growth is
huitt on a solid foundation laid in
the third quarter of this century.

We who lived in this area in
the 1940s and early "50s were
accustomed to seeing Indian
women seliing their baskets, pot-
tery and jewelry on downtown
Phoenix streets, cowboys squat-
ting against store fronts, and even
an occasional miner leading his
burro into town.

We were not. however, pre-
pared for the dynamic changes
that began to overwhelm this rela-
tively small western town.

During World War Il, many
thousands of ex-service men and
women returned o live here —
starting our first real population

eaplosion,

The clectronics and computer
industries moved here and
became major lactors in our econ-
omy, which hud been dependent
on the 4 Cs: copper. cattle. cotlon
and citrus

Older people {we weren't yet
senior citizens) discovered Ani-
zona — and Arizona began 10
promole the state as a haven for
retirees. The Sun Belt migration
10 Arizona had begun.

Arizonans in the 1950s built
bomb shelters in back yards. put
on funny glasses to watch 3.D
movies, twirled hula hoops and
shook our heads as Elvis Presley
wowed our teenagers.

Over the Christmas/New Y.ear
holiday of 1949-50, Phoenicians
were delighted when KPHO-TV
began transmitting programs from
a tower atop the Hotel Westward
Ho.

Phoenicians flocked to Sky
Harbor in 1952 and marveled at
our modern air terminal that
served 44 commercial flights dat-
ly. and had parking space for 850
cars just steps from the terminal
{since demolished by progress).

Shopping in the Valley of the
Sun was never the same afier the
1957 opening of the spectacular
Park Central Shopping Center. the
first shopping area outside of
downtown Phoenix. Christown
and Thomas malls soon followed
the trend.

Marketing people called the
1960-1970 years the Sizzling Six-
ties, Others called it a decade of
chaos and despair. The Vietnam
War dominated the period. There

were political assassinations,
racial tensions and riots, and cam-
pus unrest, Hippies and Flower
Children were pan of the scene.

After a 40-year struggle 10
shed our territorial status, Arizo-
nans in 1962 celebrated the 50th
anniversary of statehood.

During this period. intense
national advenising campaigns
were carried on by chambers of
commerce. banks. utitities and
developers — all designed 10
attract clean light industry and
commercial ventures as well as
1ourists, conventions and retirees.

So successful were these
efforts that major companies
selected Phoenix lor home or
regional office and manufacturing
plants. Glass and steel high rises
changed the skyline. Tourist and
convention business boomed.
Expanding. job markets atiracted
residents. The “retiree industry”
made this market a major con-
tender in the fiercely competitive
business of promoting Sun Belt
cities.

As booming Phoenix grew up,
it also grew out. The flight to the
suburbs had begun as city dwell-
ers sought more open space,
cleaner air and a different way of
life. The exodus benefited many
outlying communities — cities
and towns that were already hard
at work promoting their attributes
and positioning themselves for the
growth ahead.

Glendale. founded in 1892,
was still a small town of 8.000
people. mostly engaged in agri-
culture in 1950 when things
began stirring. People who

VF  HISTCORICAL BACKGROUND OF AREA

worked elsewhere moved to Glen-
dale 10 enjoy the friendly, small
town atmosphere.

The Army’s Luke Field (closed
since 1946) was reactivated and
expanded in 1951, a year after the
Korean War began. Renamed
Luke Air Force Base, it created
many jobs and sparked a construc-
tion boom in Glendale and
beyond.

In 1954, John F. Long opened
Maryvale, the Northwest Valley's
first master planned community.
Glendale's first hospital opened in
1960. By that time, business was
booming and the population had
climbed to 16,000.

Par of Sahuaro Ranch became
the site of Glendale Community
College in 1965. The town's first
municipal airport came with the
1971 purchase of Airhaven at 77th
and Olive Avenues.

Glendale’s retail business suf-
fered a double whammy in 1973
with the opening of West Valley
Mall and then the huge Metro-
center. The setback was tempo-
rary, and Glendale continued to
expand its industrial, commercial
and residential bases 1o become
ene of Arizona’s largest cities by
1975, when the population
reached 67.000.

Peoria, the oldest community

in the Northwesi Valley, was
founded in 1888 by families from
Peoria, 111, Cotton was “King,” but
many other crops were grown,
and sheep and cattle raising was
big business.

With incorporation in 1954,
Peoria had 1,924 people within its
1-square-mile area. Growth began
as the town became a popular
shopping area for Luke Air Force
Base, Youngtown (opened 1954)
and then Sun City in 1960.

The town became the “Rose
Central of the World” in 1956
when Jackson-Perkins Co. planted
large tracts of tand in roses.

Sensing the tremendous growth
ahead. Peoria was already plan- .
ning to transform the once-sleepy
farming area into one of Arizona’s
leading growth cities.

That vision became reality
before the 20th century ended.

Youngtown was built on part
of Gilbert and Frances Greer's
ranch, established in 1942
between the Agua Fria River and
111th Avenue, south of Grand.
Greer Ranch was widely known
for its dairy products, fruits and
vegetables.

Gilbert died in 1949, but
Frances carried on_ In early 1954,

JW
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~ Author treks Vulture Road

By DAVID MILLER
Staff writer

As a kid growing up in Con-
- necticut, Al Tudor’'s mind was always
-on the: Oid West. The cowboys, the

ranches, the lore of the ﬁ’ont.ier .|
all filled his fantasies.’' And more |-

than 50 years later, they would fill
the pages of his book.

Tudor moved to Phoenix in 1943
and found exactly what he'd Ilmag-
ined: a cowtown still immersed In
the Old West. Here in the ’40s, the
local
pistols and the West survivéd in
more than the pages of dimne-store
novels, .

And though he never learned to
ride a horse or throw a rope, Tudor
did manage to visit scores of Arizona
ranches and towns. Now, after years
of compilation, that research forms
the basis for his book, “Along the Old
Vuiture Road.”

Published in March, the Sun Clty,
resident’s bdok chronicles in short
story form the tale of the trail that

bridged the scope of the West Valley. .

sheriff toted pearl-handled |

The 0id Yulture Road, of which part . =

is nmow known as Grand Avenue,
originally linked the town of. chk-

enburg to a military camp lmown as;’

Phoenlx,- with ranches: dotting*(;the
line in between, along-with: {¢hh
wouid become the Sun Cities, Peorla*’v
and Glendale.

And though the road never.
reached the fame of its northern*

cousin, Route 66, it still saw many a

.traveler venturing across the desert
“to the cool hills of Prescott. In the.
'20s, that trip could take as much as

two days by automobile, Tudor noted' M

in his book.

“I believe you will be pleasantly
surprised at just how much of the
Old West, past and present, you can
still discover along the Qld Vulture
Road,” Tudor wrote.

Overﬁthe years - -the . road would -

2.
U e

;. change almost as, much as the, burg
. which it ended, PhOenl&f o

o iy ﬂ;
3 orlﬂnally was just a:

T tle ‘hay ‘camp that:served “the mill-
~"*tary,” ‘Tudor sald Saturday, following

a - presentatlon ' for - the Youngtown
'Hlstorlcal Society :

But that military link made it vital
to the ranchers and farmers whose
spreads dotted the road. And so the

artery.

It also linked another well-lmown
getaway to Phoenix, the rejuvenating
waters of Castle Hot Springs.

Tudor's book chronicles all this
growth, along with his lifelong in-

- terest 111 cattle brands. In: fact, thef.,
AT ""'""M RO

-?‘-"u'vr-r:?*“\r .
&g

.i-grandlose work, called

highway became a vital commerclal .

A S X,
Ea m-,phod 8
§ VULTURE. a

o :"
¢, . |
. |
&
rA; K
Steve Chernek/Daily News-Sun

Sun City author Al
Tudor’'s book,
“Along the Old VYul-
ture Rood,” chron-
icles some of the
history of the -
Northwest Valley.

99 -

‘book that became “Along the Old

Vulture Road™ started out as a more
“Cattle

Brands of the American West.”

He eventually had to scale that
back. But the former APS official
says he’ll one day get It all into print.
“I have the next two books about a .
third written,” he sald. “The next
will be titled ‘Famous People of Ari-
zona Past and Arizona Present.’ "

In the meantime, the 79-year-old

- will be promoting his Vulture Road

collection, available at the Sun Cities
Area Historlcal Society or by mall.
To contact Tudor about the $11.95
book, call 972-8275 or wrlte ‘to Cow-
. hide Productions, P.O. Box 2244, Sun
.City. Arlz 85372-2244 .

D n /
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Living
history

County planner
spins tales about
Sun Cities’ roots

By BRUCE ELLISON ?
Staft writer . “}’l X ! L

SUN CITY WEST — As a
teen-ager, Abe Harris of
Buckeye used to cut cotton
near Marinette — which is
now called Sun City.

As a young man, he deliv-
ered hay to Lizard Acres for
the 35,000 head of cattle be-
ing fed there.

Lizard Acres is now called
Sun City West.

“And, yes,” Harris, 59, as-
sured members of the Sun
Cities Area Historical Society
>n Wednesday afternoon,
‘there was life in the area
sefore Del Webb.”

It was Webb. who came up
~ith the idea of a huge re-
direment community, mar-
teted on a grand scale, and
~ho converted thousands of
icres of cotton fields and §
mrazing lands into the 70,000-
‘esident Sun Cities over the
ast 38 years.

But Harris and his family,
lexas migrant workers, were
m the land long before
Nebb, he said.

“I ean assure you that life
refore Webb was completely
lifferent from the Iifestyle
'ou now enjoy,” he said.

Harris, who is a member of

) R . R Steve Chernek/Daily News-Sun
mcrgqre'r Grotemeyer of_S.un City West shares a laugh with Abe Harris of Buckeye after

is speech to the Sun Cities Area Historical Society Wednesday. Harris once worked in
the Northwest Valley before the Sun Cities were developed.

he Maricopa County Plan-
iing and Zoning Commission,
aid his family moved to Ari-
cna in 1944 “because there
vas cotton all over the place,
nd we folks from Texas,
:ouisiana and Arkansas
mnew how to pick cotton.”

The area had not yet at-
racted Hispanics, who now

make up a large part of the

farm workers, he said. In-.

stead, buses were sent to
black communities back in
the cotton belt, to bring back
workers. “They provided the
transport and the housing,”
he said — with cotton picking
starting in July.

“There were no automatic

machines back"rthen,”‘ ‘he

said. “We were the ma-
chines.” . -
After moving back and
forth for two years, his par-
ents decided to stay in Ari-
zona, Harris said, and found
housing near Buckeye. Not in
it, “because black people

couldn’t live in Buckeye in

those days.” Instead, they

were sent to.. Allentown, a
small black housing project
developed just for them in
the Salt River bed that even-
tually was destroyed by
flooding. o

Housing for such migrants

.still  exists .in parts of the

area south of Grand Avenue

down to Gila Bend, Harris
said, though it is no longer
used.

“We all lived in what you
called labor camps,” he said.
One can be seen two miles
south of Interstate 10 on Palo
Verde Road, at the south end
of the Sun Valley Parkway.

Housing was an adobe
shack, “four walls and a bare
bulb, with everything else
(such as water and toilets)
outside.”

“We had a rough time in the
fields, mostly because of the
rattlesnakes. Some days, you
could kill 20. Every picker had
a sharp knife, to use to cut the

puncture wound and suck out-

the poison,” he said — some-
thing doctors no longer rec-
ommend.

Eventually, his father

bought a truck, and began’

hauling supplies from the
Buckeye area to what is now
the Sun Cities. His son, Abe,
soon was driving trucks after
school and on weekends,
bringing in cash income.
“Working up into Marinette
and Lizard Acres, I tell you I
never had a dream that it

"would be anything other than
what it was then, cotton and

_cattle.

Answering a question, he

'said most field workers

thought of Youngtown — es-
tablished for retirees in 1954,
six years ahead of Webb — as
“just another small town by
the tracks.

“We didn't understand what
it was. It wasn't promoted like
Webb’'s was. You were always
hearing something about Sun

City.”

The field workers did see
Webb as a possible additional
source of income, though,

Harris said.
“When 1 found out he was

completing 11 homes a day, I
just couldn’t believe it.”
Later, answering questions,

'Harris said that pay for the

cottonfield work in the 1950s

was about $4 a day — “that-

was 40 cents an hour for 10
hours.”

He said he and other mig-
rant children in Arizona at-
‘tended school because that
was the law. But they also
worked, he said.

“When I was growing up, it
‘was straight to the fields from
‘school, and straight to the
‘fields on Saturday. You had to
help pay your way.”

» See Soclety glimpses, A5

These days, Harris sa
kids may get in trouble i
cause they have no concept
the idea of work, no resp
for their parents, and lit
respect for education.
have lost the moral values t.
make a family,” he said
considerable applause.
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Scholars dig
into SC roots

By EVELYN BARBER
Daily News-Sun ecolumnist

! The image of Sun City has

‘remained much the same

- since its inception in 1960 and
, the Sun City lifestyle that has
“evolved is known the world

, over.,
;  But this

’

is not a static
“community; in fact, it is in a
-constant state of change, Ari-

Transition” project, which
over two years will focus on*
the understanding of “com-
munity” in Arizona,

Sun City is one of 10 arch-
etypal communities that will
be part of the project. The 10
were chosen as representative
of the five qualities that give
Arizona its identity: ag-
riculture, ethnic diversity,
high technology, retirement

zona Humanities Council Di-
and tourism.

rector Dan Shilling said
Wednesday, speaking at the
annual fall meeting of the Sun

Cities Historical Society.

Shilling described the

council’s “Communities in

nity,” said Shilling.

See Retirees come, Ad

“Sun City, of course, is an
international symbol of the
planned retirement commu-

Retlreeé come hereﬂ
to start over

~From Al R

A team of five ASUJ Sc;holar
will- work. with commumty
liaisons, Shilling said, “to re-
search not only the history,
but the ideas that underlie the?
development of the 10 sites”
through oral history as:well as:
‘research in each commumty -

The  project” will be’ con- |
cluded in early 1996;and aji
manuscript for publication |
will be completed before thei
summer of 1996. _ %

Shilling cited the rootiess
ness of America’s commu- !
nities today, the loss of the
ability to be a community, as
contributing to a poverty of
values and to the “collapse of ¥
the ritual, ethical and. Spmt-'{

ual practices that define a
community.”

History, he said, contributes’

. directly to community build-
y ing. “To know history is to

"know where your ideas come

from and why you happen to
believe them, to know the

source of your moral and aes-,

thetic sensibilities.”

Just as Phoenix “gets its’

name from the bird of myth,
reborn from its ashes, so many

people see their move to Ari--
zona as a chance to start over,”

Shilling said.

“It is not only those who
.come searching for jobs that
accompany a constantly in-
creasing population; it is also
those who retire to places like

Sun City — retire, that is, to a

I!" )

new life.
* Arizona cntles llke the state

itself, . have, gone through
tremendous trans:tions in the
last several ‘decades in order
to survive, Shilling said.” And
it is the "tranmtxohmg" the
councll pt‘o:ect will focus on
in the 10 communities.

U eCommunities in  Transi-
‘tlof’": began with the goal of
aglgressing the concerns of
.community as a deliberative
dialogue, not as a “debate” of
‘public policy where partici-
pants square off with opposing
views -that never involve the
kind of talk that leads to

common ground. . b

“We are aware that our ef-

' forts shouid not duplicate’
town halls, city COU'I_’IC‘il"'l'I‘N..!Q}*".E‘

" ings or similar models. Fur-

ther, we are not a political or
advocacy group, or an organi-
zation with answers. We have
enough of them,” Shilling
said. _

“Let us encourage open,
community-grounded dialogue
(rather than debate), dialogue

. that addresses . modern Amer-

ica’s tendency to obliterate
tradition and make rootless-
ness a virtue. Let us, instead,
reappropriate tradition and
nurture the roots that
strengthen a community’s so-
cial ecology, that help ground
and locate us in ways no map
can.”

Evelyn Barber is the former

. Editorial page editor of the

Daijly News-Sun,




A SAGA OP THE VULTURE ROAD

or: Whatever Became of Marinette, Arizona?

Grand Avenue generally follows the route taken by the
eight-mule teams that hauled freight from Phoenix to
Wickenburg in the 19th Century. This desert freighting trail
was called the Vulture Road. _

In 1863, the German minerologist, Henry Wickenburg was
prospecting in the hills overlooking the Hassayampa River.
He decided it was time to move on but his little “Arizona
Nightingale” (burro) had other ideas. Wickenburg muttered
into his grizzled beard, “Maybe a well placed rock will change
your mind, or, at least attract your attention!' He let one
fly, then another, but both fell short of their mark. He
picked up another rock and noticed that it was unusually
heavy for its size . . . heavy with gold! As he staked his claim,
a lone vulture eyed him from a nearby perch. Thus, the
greatest gold discovery in Arizona came to be called the
Vulture Mine.

The first town in Maricopa County mushroomed on the
west bank of the Hassayampa where arrastras were set up to
crush the ore from the Vulture. In October, 1864, this
settlement was officially named Wickenburg, Territory of
Arizona and by 1866 it was one of the largest cities in

Arizona and missed being chosen as the capital by only two

votes.

In 1864, John Y. T. Smith set up a hay camp in the Salt
River Valley to supply the Cavalry at Camp McDowell. Jack
Swilling, a Confederate soldier turned prospector, visited the
camp in 1867. The idea of using the prehistoric Hohokam
Canal System to support agriculture in the Valley struck
Swilling. He organized the Swilling Irrigation Canal Co. and
convinced Wickenburg miners to invest in the project which

would lower their food and forage prices. Henry Wickenburg

““blazed” the 54-mile Vulture Road in 1867, hauling men and
supplies to the canals. Within a year wagons laden with
produce were rolling to Wickenburg.

Among the - canal builders was the English scholar-
‘adventurer-inebriate, “Lord” Darrel Duppa. Commenting
upon the ancient ruins and canals in the Salt River Valley, he
said, “A city will rise phoenix-like, new and more beautiful

Vi
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from these ashes of the past.” Thus, a gold mine named after
a vulture led to the founding, in 1867, of Phoenix, named
after the bird which symbohzed resurrection in Egypnan
mythology.

Other canal companies were estabhshed By 1882, the
Grand Canal was supporting a flourishing agrlcultural in-
dustry on the reclaimed desert east of Phoenix. Inspired by'
this success, the Arizona Canal Co. was formed to construct a
waterway from Granite Reef, north of Mesa, to the arid plain
west of Phoenix. William J. Murphy, who had just completed
a stretch of the Atlantic and Pacific Railway (now the Santa
Fe) in northern Arizona agreed to construct the Arizona
Canal in exchange for proceeds from any water rights he
could sell. He completed the 32-mile waterway and its 20
laterals in 1885 (the work took three years); then headed east
to entice Illinois farmers to settle the new 38,000-acre
irrigation district.

Delos 8. Brown and J. B. Greenhut, wealthy residents of

Pcoria, Illinois immediately obtained four sections of the

newly irrigated land, fourteen miles northwest of Phoenix.
Their ranches flanked the Vulture Road, which row carried
the tri-weekly stage to Wickenburg. Brown platted 80 acres
of his ranch for business and residential lots and named the
locality Peoria, in honor of his hometown. The desert
freighters scon began stopping at the town well to take on
water for the dry trek westward.

In 1894, the Greenhut Ranch was sold to the newly-wed
Chauncey Clarke, a handsome young prospector from Peoria,
Nlinois whose prospects had improved dramatically when he
married Maria Rankin, whose father owned the Santa Maria
Gold Mine (thirty miles west of Congress). Before moving on
to found a ranching and oil barony in California, the Clarkes
enlarged the Greenhut ranch house, making it the most
imposing residence in the Valley. In July, 1965, its kitchen
no longer needed to feed canal crews, railroad gangs and
cowboys; its elaborate “general assembly room’" better suited
for a more gracious era, this handsome Territorial Landmark
was demolished to make way for the Wagoner Plaza Shopping
Center.

The Arizona climate started to attract winter vacationers
from the east in 1896 when ‘“snow birds’ started the
migration to Castle Hot Springs. There, centuries before, the
Tonto Apaches had discovered hot “medicine waters™ {low-

OVEFR



ing from a mountainside. The venerable spa operates to this

day on the site of the winter residence of the Territorial .

Governor, 24 miles east of Morristown. .

.~ By 1909, the Vulture Road had become a “grand avenue.’

" The Santa’ Fe now carried freight to Wickenburg, Flagataff
and points east. The Greenhut-Clarke- Wagoner Ranch was

one of the largest shippers of cattle in the Valley. Peoria =~
farmers were prospering. A few of them were begmmng to -

experiment with cotton, a crop the Indians had cultivated by
primitive means. The Agua Fria Water and Land Co. was
developing 40,000 acres on the west bank of the Agua Fria
River. This project was to bring about the construction of
Carl Pleasant Dam 18 years later.

It was incredible to think that in 1858, the Congress of the
United States had accepted a report about the Arizona desert
which said, ‘““The region is altogether valueless. After entering
it, there is nothing EQ do but leave.”

R. P. Davie, a :business adventurer from Marinette,
Wisconsin was impressed by the growth and the potential of
the area. He bought and leased thousands of acres between
the New River and the Agua Fria and developed a deep well
pumping system to irrigate his acreage which lay just beyond
the end of the Arizona Canal. Following the example of the
founders of Peoria, he platted a townsite named after his
home town. Davie envisioned a city of industrious farmers
and tradesmen when he wrote, “The men in charge of the
destinies of Marinette are master craftsmen when it comes to
the making of prosperous communities. We know how to
take good soil, good water rights and good climate; get good
people there; get the people united and busy. We are doing
this at Marinette.” Scon Marinette could boast a store, a
boarding house and a few homes. The United States Post
Office, Marinette, Arizona opened the year that the Territory
achieved statehood, 1912.

Davie made his only mistake in 1918 when he gambled the
future of Marinette on the sugar beet. By 1920 it was decided
that the soil could not produce a sweet enough beet and
Davie lost heavily. He sold his holdings May 14, 1920 to the
Southwest Cotton Co. (a subsidiary of Goodyear Tire and
Rubber Co.} for one million dollars, and the town of
Marinette became a company compound. The affairs of
Marinette were administered from Litch{ield Park, seat of the
Coodycar Cotton cmpire which had been established in 1916

when submarine wartare cut ott the supply ot long staple
cotton from Egypt.

In 1936 the Marinette Ranch was sold to the J. G. Boswell
Co., also of Litchfield Park. The Boswells were an old
Georgla cotton family. Under this banner Marinette produced
as never before, but it produced crops, not people. As
machines replaced men in the fields the population of the
town dwindled. Finally much of the townsite was planted in
cotton and lettuce. Progress had turned Marinette into one of
the nation’s most prosperous plantations rather than into the
city envisioned by its founder.

A newspaper article comparing the Arizona town to
Marinette, Wisconsin in the early 1950's said, “Marinette
(Arizona) is all but gone now. Progress which built one town
from a trading post to a population of 15,000 all but
obliterated the other.” By 1960, little more remained of the
town than the sign on the Santa Fe right-of-way bearing the
name, Marinette.

About five miles southwest of Marinette there is a sign on
the Luke Air Force Base railroad spur bearing the name
“Webb.” Webb, Arizona was a construction camp established
in 1941 by a young builder from Phoenix when he was
awarded the contract to construct Luke Air Field for the
U. S. Army Air Force. Since activation in March, 1941, over
18,000 fighter pilots have been trained at Luke, named in
honor of Lieutenant Frank Luke, Jr. of Phoenix who, during
World War I, was posthumously awarded the first
Congressional Medal of Honor in the history of the Air
Force. Today Luke Air Force Base provides advanced fighter
pilot training for the United States and West Germany. It is
the largest facility of its type in the world

While Del E. Webb was constructmg a new community at
Luke, he was building an organization that would master the
art of community development. This was to have a profound

" influence upon the history of Marinette where, in 1959, the
BOSW,EHS released cotton acreage to Webb to build a motel,

shopping center, medical clinic, recreational complex with
craft shops and art studios and a model home show. Orders”
were taken for four hundred houses and apartments during
the opening month, January, 1960. The hlStOI‘Y of Marlnette
began to reverse itself.

Whatever became of Marinette, Arlzona7 It became Sun
City, Arizona — America's Most Famous Resort-Retirement
Community. '
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Sept. 1990

Arizona Republc

13,

Almanac
bares nuggets

“r '4

of Arizona =

letter from Pamela Marini of Mesa prompts
A a revival of the Old Newcomers Almanac,

dispensing basic Arizona lore.
Afler reading the Aug. 19 column about Grand
Avcnue, she wrote, “When | studied Arizona

history, an instructor told us that Grand Avenue -

was built to haul goods to the Yulture Mine near
Wickenburg. No mention of this was made in your
aruc!c 1 would apprec:alc your comments concern-
ing this.”

The instructor had the
freight wagon before the
20-mule team. Grand

open up about 100,000
acres of farmland along
the new Arizona Canal
. in the northwestern part
of the Valley.

~ For 20 years before
Grand was built, the
meandering  Vulture
Road fed to the mine and
points beyond. The mine

JAMES
C0OK

Republic . was there before Phoe-
Columnist nix, and pastly responsi-
ble for the founding of

the town.
T In the autumn of

1863, Henry Wickenburg
found gold nuggets in a range of low mountains
west of the Hassayampa River, : '

;- - Mining legends forbid the finding of gold on
purpose. It is said that Wickenburg picked up some

rocks to throw at his balky burro and found the

_fock contained gold. Or did he throw the rocks at
some turkey buzzards, which hc misnamed
_vultures?

was compleled in 1388 to

[P U EUE PN

For whatever reason.

he called his find the

Vulture, It was from Wickenburg, in 1867, that

" converged bcr.wccn Pcona and Marmettc (now Sun

- 1863. 1 have found pioneers’ letters from the spring

Yulture Mine. Uniler various ownerships, it yielded
$17 million in gold during its earliest years. It,
conlinucd to operate ofl and on until 1942,

The town of Wickenburg spun off from the

el gy -

farmers of Jack Swilling’s irrigation company came
to the Salt River Yalley. Their carliest grain crops
went to feed the mules that powcrcd crudc-orc mills
at the Yulture. ™ - + N

Another customer was Fort McDowell, norihcast
of the new setticment. The road from McDowell
split ncar 40th Street and Van Buren, forming
“upper” and “lower” roads to Wickenburg. The
lower (southernmost) road through the Phoenix
settlement became the Yuiture Road.

On some old maps of the Glendale area, the
Yulture Road was about 1% miles cast of where
Grand would be built. Old and new routes

City).

Besides carrying !'relght the Vulture Road wasa
main stagecoach route to Prescott and California.
Freight wagons and stagecoaches dwindled after the
Santa " Fe, Prescott & Phoenix Railroad was
completed in 1895, The place now called
Morristown was Vulture Siding on the SFP&P.

“Zonie’ beats ‘Hassayamper’® s

If you object to being called a “Zonic,” as I do,
be grateful that Arizonans ere no longer callcd
“Hassayampers.”

The - Hassayampa River heads up soulh of
Prescott and runs to the Gila southwest of Phoenix,
passing through Wickenburg. It is said that he who
drinks the waters of the Hassayampa will never tcll
the truth again.

Gold was discovered alt anng the Hassayampa in

of 1864 showing that they already referred to the:
mincrs and prospectors there as “Hassayampers.”

Before ~ Arizona became a state .in 1912,
“Hassayamper™ appeared in the literature of the
Southwest to describe (a) a prospector (2) a liar (3)
an incompetent (4) almost any resident of Anmnn
Territory,

Maybe we can live with Zome" unul a
grown-up word comes along. - -
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SuN CITY: 40 YEARS OF SUCCESS!

Del Webb's Vision
continues to thrive

after four decades

By Bret McKeand
Independent Newspapers

anuary 1, 1960.
Dawn of a new
decade and dawn of
anew era for
retirees.

For it was on that day
that the Del E. Webb
Development Company
began selling homes for its
newest project: An active
adult retirement community.

‘The community, called
Sun City, was the first of its
kind in the nation. The first
of its kind in the world, for
that matter.

Located west of Phoenix,
the new community was the
brainchild of the company’s
founder, Delbert Eugene
Webb. Although based in
Phoenix, the company was
already well-known
throughout the nation.

In addition to building
many of Arizona’s most
famous buildings and prop-
erties (include Luke Air
Force Base), the company
had a major hand in build-
ing hotels. resorts and casi-
nos in Las Vegas and other
parts of the country.

A sports enthusiasts, Del
Webb's fame and Tortune
allowed him to sponsor
Indianapolis “500" and
Daytona race cars, as well
as own the famed New York
Yankees for a stretch.

But build an entire com-
munity for a specific group
of people? That was an
entirely new concept aito-
gether.

Spurred on by the early

National attention.
Time magazine pro-
filed Sun City and its
founder Del E. Webb
in its August 3, 1962
edition. The stories
tatked about the
growing strength
of the senior
population and
referred to

Sun City residents
as “original
settlers.”

success of Youngtown,
established in 1955, Webb
Company offictals devel-
oped the idea of taking the
“retirement’” community
concept to the next level.
Younglown was created for
retirees living on minimal,
fixed incomes. The homes
were small, the amenities
were non-existent.

Del Webb toyed with the
idea of creating a seif-sus-
taining community that
would be all-encompassing
with affordable housing and
recreation,

The work begins

In the late 1950s the
company acquired 20.000
acres of land adjacent (0
Youngtown. The land.
owned by the Baswell
Company, was paurt of a
town once known as
Marinette and used primari-
ly for farming cotton.

In 1959 the Webb
Company began work on
the then-unnamed commu-
nity. First to be built was a
shopping center, followed
by a golf course and a recre-
ation center. That simple
pattern — small neighbor-

hoods built ¢lose to recre-
ational and shopping ameni-
ties — would set the stage
for all master-planned
retirement communities 1o
follow.

The shopping center —
now known at the Grand
Shopping Center — was
constructed at 107th and
Grand avenues. Behind that
was the first recreation cen-

o

ter — then known as the
Civic Association but today
called Oakmont ~— followed
by five fresh new model
homes. Behind the recre-
ation center was North Golf
Course.

The community didn’t
get ils name unti! about a
month prior to its Jan. 1
grand opening. The new
project was called the
“Marinetie Retirement
Community” until a new
name could be found.

A nationwide contest
was held to name the com-
munity and. as legend has it.
Det Webb himself selected
the winning nane after see-
ing it among the thousands
of entries.

Opening day success

Despite a massive
nationwide advertising blitz
prior to the opening. compa-
ny officials still had their
doubts about the eventual
success of their newest pro-
ject. Would anyone show up
on opening day?

Opening weekend 1960. Thousands of curious retirees visit-

ed what was then a community of two streets, one shopping
center, one rec center and five model homes. Molorists turn
left off Grand Avenue on 107th Avenue. At right is the Grand
Shopping Center with the moedel homes and Oakmont

Recreation Center behind.

over
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Rosemary Clooney, Guy
[.omardo and Bob Hope.
Webb would continue
its tradition of building
entertainment venues with
the massive Sundome
Center for Performing Arts
once the company began
wark on Sun City West.

The community grows

The Webb Company
added recreation centers,
golf courses and shopping
facilities as Sun City prew.

By 1968, the company
had constructed three recre-
ation centers in Sun City:
Qakmont, Fairway and the
new Mountain View
Center. But strange as it
may seem today, the three
recreation centers were sep-
arate entities controtled by
three separate boards.

The Del Webb
Corporation was quick to
turn over ownership of its
recreation centers to the
residents. But the original
recreation centers were
assigned to specific units or
neighborhoods. At one
point, residents living in
one Sun City neighborhood

- . - vos
&t e

An oasis in the middle of the desert. Viewpoint Lake, with
Lookout Mountain and Lakeview Recreation Center off in the
distance, under construction in the early 1970s,

were restricted to using cone
specific recrealion center —
and prohibited from using
another center.

All that changed in 1968
when the community voted
to bring all three existing
recreational centers under
one non-profit organization.
That organization would
later become the Recreation
Centers of Sun City Inc.

The unification also
brought about another novel
concept that would eventu-
ally be adopted by every
other builder of master-
planned communities: An
assessment on all residents
to help pay for the recre-
ational amenities.

By the late 1960s the
Webb Company began
building homes north of
Grand Avenue. Lakeview
Recreation Center opened
in 1970 and within three
years the company had
begun work on Sundial and
Bell Recreation Centers.

A linal facility,
Marinette Recreation
Center, would open in
1979.

Commercial growth
As the population grew,
so did the need for a variety

of services: Shopping, med-
ical. dining and long-term
care.

The community’s first
church was United Church
of Sun City. Its first retire-
ment home was Sun Valley
Lodge. Its first hotel was
the Hiway House. which
akso served as a restaurant
and an apartment for those
waiting for their homes to
be built (not to mention the
Sun City headquarters for
el Webb).

But as the population
grew. so did the need for a
major health-care facility.
The nearest hospital was in
Glendale. which was a bit
oo far for a community
consisting entirely of senior
citizens.

A commitlee to examine
the idea of building a Sun
Citv hospital was estab-
lished in 1966. The hospital
was originally to be located
on the corner of 103rd and
Grand avenues (the present
site of Sun Valley Lodge).

A community fund drive
capped off by a $1.2 mil-
lion donation from the
James G. Boswell
Foundation —named after
the man who once owned
the land where Sun City
now existed — allowed for
the creation of Boswell
Hospital. Ground was bro-
ken in 1969 and the facili-
ty's first two towers were
vpened in 1970.

The success of Sun City
prompted the Webb
Company to quickly build a
Sun City, Calif. and Sun
City. Fla. In 1978 the com-

Sun City, Ariz. was the first — but it wasn't the last “Sun
City" community built by Del E. Webb. Similar communities
quckly followed in California and Florida and later in Tucson,
Las Vegas and other parts of the pation. Two of the most
successful Sun Cily “clones” are right here in Maricopa
County: Sun City West and Sun City Grand. In a photo taken
during the mid-1980s, Sharon Speck of Sun City, Fla. deliv-
ers holiday greetings to Robert Knorpp, executive director of
the Sun City Chamber of Commerce.

Photo by Bret McKeand/INdepandent Newspape!s
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pany purchased more land
west of Sun City and began
working on Sun City WesL
Since then, additional “Sun
City” communtties have
heen created by the Webh
Corporation in Arizona,
Nevada, Texas, South
Carolina and lllinois.

‘City of Volunteers'

Forty years later, Sun
City is still best known for
its volunteer spirit.

The community remains
unincorporated and has
always depended on its own
citizens for required ser-
vices.

Most of the needed
health-care services in the
community were built with
funds donated by residents.
Sun Valley Lodge, the
community’s {irst retire-
ment home, was and still is
primarily funded by resi-
dent donations.

The Sun City Prides

— L

In the late 1970s: Sun City and Del Webb officials point to
the location of the community's newest health-care facility.

The facility would become Royal Oaks Life-Care

Community.

keep the strects clean and
tidy, The Sheriff s Posse of
Sun City helps the
Maricopa County Sherif{ s
patrol the community’s
streets and plays a major
role in maintaining one of

the towest crime rates in the
nation,

Boswell Hospital and its
parent, the Sun Health
Corp., maintains one of
largest volunteer forces in
the nation 10 help with day-

10-day operations, saving
the health-care institution
millions of dollars each
year.

Residents oversee the
communily s three most
important civic groups: The
Recreation Centers of Sun
City Inc.. the Sun City
Home Owners Association
and the Sun City Taxpayers
Association. As other needs
for services arose over the
years, Sun City residents
were guick to organize and
find solutions.

Sun and fun may have
been the initial attraction to
Sun City 40 years ago. But
the strength of Sun City’s
residents and their enduring
ability to take care of one
another may be the key (o
the community’s continued
success — and the primary
difference between it and
all those since who have
tried to imitate Del Webb's
vision.
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SUN CITY (History)

~Carved Out Of

1 e SEA

. Cotton Fields

NORTHWEST VALLEY CONSTRUCTION in late fall, 1959, included pressure-packed days to finish the

core of a yet-to-be-named community. Shown above is the Jan. 1960 opening for Sun City (the winning
name), which brought larger-than-expected crowds, including a Grand Avenue traffic backup of two miles.

by Dick Kemp

t was QOctober 1959, and

something was missing from

the Phoenix sports pages. Del
Webb and his New York Yankecs
weren’t in the World Series, their
normal post-season role.

It was, however, not a quiet
period for the 59-year-old
builder-developer. The Del E.
Webb Construction Co. — still
several years away from *“going
public” on the New York Stock
Exchange — had been making
news in the West.

The firm had recently
announced it would buld
Nevada’s tallest building, a 14-
story addition to Hotel Sahara,

completed housing at
Vandenburg AFB, and reported
work for Del Webb’s longtime
friend, Howard Hughes and the
Hughes Aircraft Co.

But now, with less than three
months of 1959 remaining, nine
holes of golf were being seeded
in cotton fields northwest of
Phoenix. Other recreation facili-
ties, a shopping center, motel,
apartments and a set of model
homes were also underway.

Only several months earlier, in
June, Webb had announced final
agreement with the J. G. Boswell
Co. to develop a retirement com-
munity on 20,000 acres known

as the Marinette, Santa Fe and
Heading ranches.

Suddenly, it became a race,
first to get official approval of
construction and zoning plans,
form sewer and water companics
and then to build facilities for a
Jan. | unveiling.

Too late to postpone anything

By October, it was too late to
postpone anything.

Advertisements — announcing
the opening date and offering a
new home to the winner of a
*Name This Community” contest
- had been ordered in Life.
Saturday Evening Post and

Sun Life

Fin)
|72

/6?‘




KEY FIGURES - This photo, taken in 1970,
includes, from left: Owen Childress, Del Webb
and John Meeker. Owen and John played key
Webb roles in opening Sun City on time,

SUN CITY continued from page 8

name, selected in mid-December, had to be posted
at the Grand Avenue entrance and included in
Phoenix newspaper ads announcing the opening.
Model homes were priced from $8,500 to
$11,300. They included what the company believed
was America’s only $9,750 home on a fairway lot.
Finally it was New Year’s Eve. John Meeker and
Owen Childress finished sprucing up the saies
office about 10 p.m., turned to each other and said,
almost in unison: “Will anyone come tomorrow?”’

Postscript I - More than 100,000 visitors
aitended the three-day opening, at one point back-
ing up traffic on Grand Avenue almost two miles. In
72 hours, 237 homes were sold, exhausting and
depleting sales people and company receipts

“At one point, we sent out Jfor a generic receipt
book,” says Owen Childress, “and asked our vice
presidents to pitch in and write contracts.

Lven though Arizona Gov. Paul Fannin and
Phoenix Mayor Sam Mardian attended the opening,
the Arizona Republic didn t realize history was
being made and did not assign a reporter.

Postscript 11 - /n reliving 1959, John Meeker

today points out that the first Webb contact with the
Boswell family was made that February by Vice-
President R. H. (Bob) Johnson (later named presi-
dent and chairman, and after whom a Sun City West
boulevard and recreation center are named).

John names L. C. Jacobson as a Webb officer
who provided valuable early directions, and talks
about the first layout of the new community: “We
hired a planner whose first, and last, effort included
a number of Venice-like canals.”

Postscript I1I - John Meeker — Del Webb s
Javorite caddy at Phoenix Country Club prior to
World War II, and quickly employed by Mr. Webb
after John finished his Armed Forces duty — rose to
Del E.Webb Development Co. president. Meeker
Boulevard in Sun City West is named after him.

Owen Childress, who sold Sun City's first lot in
September 1959, to Mr. and Mrs. J W Sullivan of
Oklahoma Ciry, retired as Del E. Webb
Corporation’s treasurer and executive vice presi-
dent/finance.

Next month: Sun City pioneers relive the spirit
and attitude that brought worldwide attention to
their new home town. e
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Wollld_Sun’ City"work? That was an
initial conceri, bt the Jan. 1, 1960,
opening drew about 100,000 people.

Marketing

In limelight
Today, popular culture hoids a
special place- for Sun City. Just
hearing the name of the community
invokes images of smiling retirees
sailing by in lavish golf carts.
Developer Del E. Webb carved
out Sun City 12 miles northwest of

Phoenix, transforming 20,000 acres
of cotton fields, sagebrush and

mesquite into a housing community

designed for active retirement.
It proved to be a model for
success. The Webb corporation has

opened several similar retirement -

developments in Arizona and other
states.- -~ - . -

On Jan. 1, the original Sun City
gcelebrates its 40th anniversary,
Some never dreamed it would be a
hit.

One story has it that on the eve
of the community's grand opening,
a couple Del E. Webb Corp.
employees headed for a pub to mull
over what might happen that next
day — Jan. 1, 1960.

While staring into his drink, one
man wondeféd, “Do you think
anyone will show up?” The otber
man shrugged his shoulders and
said, “And if they do, how am I
going to sell a 30-year mortgage to
a 60-year-old retiree?”

They shouldn’t have worried. The
follewing day, about 100,000 people
flocked to the northwest Valley site
to satisfy their curiosity about a
piace that would house only senior
citizens. During the next few days,

~— Please see WiBB, Page §

237 people signed purchase con-
tracts for the $8,500 to $11,750
masonry homes.

Cars were nearly bumper to
bumper driving into the develop-
ment; the lure was too great to
resist. This wasn’t simply a new
home to buy, it was a new
lifestyle to buy into. Del - Webb
was marketing a new product:
active retirement living. o

A year before the opening,
Webb conducted a national cam-
paign focusing heavily on the
cold, snowy regions of America.
Visitors were invited to Sun City
grand opening. Full-page ads in
newspapers and magazines prom-
ised “An Active Way of Life” for
the new residents. Put away the
rocking chair, Webb officials
urged, and take up a golf club.

Sun City was to be the place to
be as young as you feel. In Webb's
glossy brochures, tetirees wore
broad smiles and engaged in
various manner of outdoor and
indoor recreation. One of the first
model home brochures carried this
line: *In Sun City, you will enjoy
complete individuality, privacy
and happy, satisfying living, and
most important: the right to do
what you want . . . when you want
... to live exactly as you wish.”

Hetirees had found their niche.
It was a chance to enjoy the
retirement years with one’s peers,
‘Who better to have as a neighbor
than someone who understood the
rigors of the Depression or the
anxiety of waiting for your sweet-
heart to return from World War
11?7 Who better to have as a

neighbor than someone who was |

proud of America?

And so the retirees came,
settling into tbe clean, two-bed-
rcom homes that flanked pgolf
courses or graced the palm tree-
lined streets.

For many of the retirees, life
was great.

VF SON CITY - HISTORY

"The peace of the community

" has been shaken by controversy

over the years. One of the most
public battles involved school
financing.

_ Although Sun City did not
include elementary and secondary
schools, the community  was
within the boundaries of the
Peoria Unified School District, »

For 14 years, Sun City residents
argued over supporting the school
district. They made their views
public, voting against — and
successfully ensuring non-passage
— of 17 bond issues that Peoria
Unified attempted to pass from
1962 to 1974. Eventually, the
Tetirement community was al-
lowed to be dropped from the
school district’s tax rolls,

Incorporation has been another
hot topic during the past 40 years
and has caused bitterness between
friends and even spouses. Al-
though passionately debated over
the years, the community remains
part of Maricopa County.

One aspect .that has never died
in Sun City is the faithfulness of
residents helping others, either by
opening their wallets or being a
volunteer. Many Sun City resi-
dents have donated thousands of
hours volunteering in school dis-
tricts and with various agencies.

7 3
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Tomn Tingle/The Aﬁzmal?e'
Sun City Grand is one of the developments expected to push
population of the city of Surprise to 85,000 in the coming deca
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ARer the Del Webb Corp. fin-
ished work on Sun City 21 years
ago, the Phoenix developer moved
to available land just two miles west
to create a similar community —
Sun City West, ,

The 30,000-resident retirement
community is an upscale, master-
planned development designed as an
active, adult community where sen-
ior citizens do a lot of golfing,
swimming and socializing. Some
residents retired early from top

— FURTHER, ffom Page !

square feet, there is a variety of
smgle-famlly homes, town homes,
and duplexes. A wide range of lots
is available, from small lots to golf
course or lake lofs,

Webb officials say there is talk
about expanding Sun City West
again. Webb is negotiating to buy
638 acres of land, known as
Pleasant Valtey Ranch, nor‘east of
Sun City West.

Home prices range from $80,000

1 i

positions at the country’s largest
companies.

Newcomers are lured to Sun City
West by the lifestyle and $70 mil-
lion worth of recreational facilities
and golf courses, not to mention
hundreds of clubs and civic orgar-
izations. Arizona State University’s
Sundome Center for the Performing
Arts draws people from throughout
the state for an assortment  of
entertainment.

Sun City West dlffers from Sun

to $300,000 and hlgher One resi-
dent of each housing unit must be
55 or older.

Since Sun City West is an
unincorporated part of Maricopa
County, the volunteer Property
Owners and Residents Association
provides local information services,
investigates deed restrictions and
acts as an advocate for residents on
government and political issues
affecting the community. The Am-
bassadors of Sun City West, a
PORA subsidiary, promotes the

The Anzona Republic

Anzona Slate Unwersﬂys Sundome Center for the Performing Arls draws people from throughout the state to Sun
City West, but the community’s other attractions, including golf, beckon senior citizens to retire there.

Westrefmes_ the Del Webb. model

Clty in that it offers hlgher—pnced
homes. Also, its businesses are
concentrated in a commercial core
instead of being spread among
several shopping centers, as in Sun
City.

Webb sold its last home in Sun
City West'in mid-1998 afier build-
ing more than 16,000 homes in the
7,100-acre  development.  From
1,000 square feet to over 3,000

— Please see Hlmlﬂ. F_hge 8

commumty among polcntlal home-
owners.

Sun City West residents have
built an enviable reputation for
helping others in their own and
nearby communities. They volun-
teer at schools, ‘food banks and
hospitals. Hundreds of volunteer
members serve in- the nationally
renowned Sheriffs Posse, which
helps with public -safety services,
and the Sun City West prides,
whose members keep the land-
scaped medians clean and trimmed.

e r”
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Trolleys
traversed
Sun City

In the early growing years of Sun
City, public transportation was
viewed more as a novelty than the
necessity it has become for many of
our residents who
have given up driv-

ing.
In 1963, Del Webb DOWN

put a trolley on the
streets catled the
MShop-Lifter.” It
carried residents
and visitors from the
Grand Shopping

MEMORY

LANE

Center to stops

around the neigh-
borhood.

The Shop-Lilter was a 25-seat ca-
pacity open trailer, pulled by a Jeep.
It was custom built, patterned after
similar conveyances seen at such
places as Disneyland. It was
equipped with seats covered in all
weather washable plastic and roofed
over completely with a colorfully
striped canvas canopy to afford
passengers protection from the ele-
ments. The conveyance was
equipped with passenger signals to
indicate stops.

The Shop-Lifter was discontinued
alter two years.

At a meeting of the Sun City Mer-
chants Association on Dec. 12, 1965,
bus line operator Arthur Lambert of
Youngtown announced bus service
would start in January. Soon a
gleaming red and white, 18-seat
“mini-bus” appeared on the scene.
The bus was owned by DEVCO but
leased to Lambert who had the bus
franchise in Sun City.

Lambert said at the time, “The bus
will make the rounds of Sun City
every hour from 8 am. to 7 p.m. six
days a week. If there are enough
requests we will do a Sunday run.”

Bus signs were to be erected every
1,200 feet along the streets. Monthly
tickets were $2; a single ride any-
where in town cost 25 cents.

|

A6  wednesday, June 25, 1997

In 1969 the popular van was re-
placed by a new and larger Bluebird
bus freshly painted in Sun City col-
ors and sunburst. It had tinted win-
dows, a chime system for dis-
embarking passengers, 34-inch-wide
plush seats and stainless steel
handrails.

Sun Valley Lodge nurse, Margaret
Steffek, the first person to climb on
board the new bus, was given a life-
time pass. Mrs. Steffek would walk
one-half mile to board the bus at
107th and Peoria avenues to ride to
her job at the lodge. -

Bus driver Tony Far brightened
the already colorful bus with his
cheerfulness, and passengers could
count ont him for a smile as he
helped them on and off with their
packages. Far occasionally strayed
from the designated route to drop a
handicapped passenger off at his or
her door.

Although the buses were vital for
those who needed transportation,
there were.enough riders to make it
a profitable operation. DEVCO had
becn subsidizing the service and
with the company phasing out in Sun
City, the bus service was stopped on
June 30, 1982.

The Red Cross and Easter Seal
Society operated vans for persons
with medical appointments and for
shoppers only when space permitted.

In the meantime Del Webb con-
tracted the Moiley Corp. of Scotts-
dale to initiate the Molley Trolley for
a five-month period. The Molley
Trolly was an open air vehicle, a
colorful replica of late 1800's street-
cars. .

Two trolleys, “Molly” and “Dolly”
gave residents free shuttles between
shopping centers and businesses
every 30 minutes from 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. weekdays. Cost of the service
was borne by merchants who bought
advertising on the sides of the trol-
leys.

The trolley service stopped for the
summer after a five-months run, and
was intermittent thereafter until it
was eventually ended.

In May 1982, the Sun Cities Area
Transit System (SCAT) adopted ar-
ticles of incorporation and started
service in September 1982.

From the files of the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society.

——
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COMMUNITY PROFILE: SUN CITY

SUN CITY: NATION'S MOST
FamMous RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

un City, a master-planned
retirement community estab-
lished and built by the Del
Webb Corp., is the largest
retirement community in the
nation.

The community, which opened in
January 1960, is world-famous for its
active, resort retirement lifestyle and
has set the standard for other active
adults communities to follow.

Sun-City is self-contained with
many shopping centers and restaurants
offering a wide variety of stores and
services. The town is unincorporated
and depends upon Maricopa County
for services such as law enforcement,
street repairs and zoning protection.

Eleven golf courses and seven recre-
ation centers in Sun City provide
swimming, tennis, bowling and a myr-
iad of other activities, The Lakeview
Recreation Center even has a lake for
fishing.

Volunteers are a mainstay in Sun
City and the community is known as
the “City of Volunteers.”

The Sun City Prides is a nonprofit
corporation which assists Maricopa
County in keeping Sun City clean. The
Prides is comprised of more than 300
members who are easily recognizable
by their orange safety jackets. Public
donations are used by the Prides to
purchase tools and equipment to main-
tain the beauty of 217 miles of streets
and medians in the community.

Police protection is provided by the
Maricopa County Shenff's Office,
augmented by members of the
Sheriff’s Posse of Sun City — men
and women who volunteer their ser-
vices 24 hours a day. The Posse’s pri-
mary objective is to prevent crime
through neighborhood watch, opera-
tion identification, vacation watch,
funeral watch, traffic control, search
and rescue and home security survey

i

Sun City Profile

Founded: 1960
Status: Unincorporated
Government: Maricopa County

District 4 County Supervisor: Ed King

Population: 45,000

Restrictions: One member of household must be 55 years of age;

no one under 18 allowed.
Important civic organizations:

Sun City Home Owners (deed restrictions, zoning matters, trans-
portation issues, consumer services), 10401 W. Coggins Drive, 974-

4718.

Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc. (recreation properties), 876-

3000.

Sun City Taxpayers Association (taxes, utility rates), 12630 N. 103rd

Ave., 933-7530.

programs,
A number of civic organizations
have assumed the responsibility of
keeping an eye over issues that affect
the community. The Recreation
Centers of Sun City, Inc., a private cor-
poration, is responsible for recreational

amenities in Sun City; the Sun City
Home Owners Association works with
county and state agencies on such
issues as zoning and transportation; the
Sun City Taxpayers Association keeps
a close watch on such issues as taxes
and utility rates,
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Community shows
no signs of aging

3y Barbara Deters / Staff writer

hat started out as a part-
nership between devel-
oper Del E. Webb and

farmer J.G. Boswell has turned
into a way of life for retirees —
the Sun Cities.

Del Webb opened his first Sun
City retirement development 12
miles northwest of Phoenix, on
New Years Day 1960 with a
three-bedroom, two-bath house
selling for $11,300. The develop-
ment was deemed an instant suc-
cess, with 237 houses selling in
- the first three days.

Today, there are 10 Sun City
communities in the United States
designed for people 55 and older.

And the original Sun City,
which is 36 years old, continues
to draw retirees from throughout
the world.

Sun City is known for the ac-
tive lifestyle of its senior citizens.
There are more than 350 clubs
and civic organizations and seven
recreation centers. Census figures
from 1995 show the community
has 38,037 residents. Others say
there are lots more people around.
The community’s Recreation Cen-
ters — all residents must belong
— have 43,000 members.

Sun City has been called a golf-
er’s paradise. The unincorporated
community encompasses 8,900
acres, 1,200 of which are golf
courses. Golf links wind through-
out the community, creating large
green open spaces.

There’s a broad range of com-
munity facilities, including seven
recreation centers that provide
swimming, tennis, and arts and
crafts; two libraries; two bowling
centers; eight golf courses; three
couniry clubs; an art museum;
and a symphony orchestra.

Community members are big
supporters of Sun Health, Sun
City's largest employer, with
2,000 jobs. Sun Health operates
the Walter O. Boswell Memorial
Hospital in Sun City, and the Del
E. Webb Memorial Hospital in
Sun City West, and the Sun
Health Research Institute.

Nancy Engebretson ¢ Staff photograpne
Since it opened on New Year's Day 1960, Sun City has been the model for re-
tirement communities. Now, Del Webb is building Sun City Grand, which will be-
gin selling homes next month and open after the first of the year.
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995 population: 38,037;
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995 number of homes: 26,828;
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Lizards, rattlesnakes, cotton
Buckeye man explains life in SC before Webb .

By JOHN S, WOLFE
Independent Newspapers

~ If there was one place Abe Haris
didn’t want his truck to break
down, it was “Lizard Acres.”
" Located at the end of Dysart
Road, it was right in desert.
“You'd see lizards running all
over the place,” he recalls.
- That was the Sun Cities before
ihe Sun Cities, a rather bustling
mixture of cotton fields, feed lots,
cattle farms and migrant workers.
1t was Abe Harris' life from the
time he was 6, the softspoken man
with a preacher’s presence told
members of the Sun _Cities Area

(Hwiity last Thorsday

afternoon.

He came to Arizona from
Crockett, Texas, with his family,
one story among the thousands of
families brought here by truck to
work cotton fields and then
returned hoine. ‘

By the early 1940s, his mother
had tired of the trip, and told her
family they were going to stay put.

They lived cutside the city limits
of Buckeye, where minorities were
forced to live, and worked. The
workers thinning cotton in the
Valley were paid by the acre. For
most a 10-hour day brought $4, he
says.
© Mr. Harris, 59, recalls heading to
‘the fields after school and on
Saturdays.

“That’s what we knew how 1o do,
that's what we were expected 1o do,
and that's what we had to do,” he
‘says.

He started hauling hay when he
.was 12

When his stepfather was able to
-build a camp for laborers, Mr.
- Hagris 'soon had the opportunity to

-haw! thdlze out of what is' now Su

’ @W’w:areafeedlots.-- - L

"%l ‘would do anything to stop

éhtjck:ing“i:(')ttloln,” he says with a -

gmile. .
811, 'if was hard life, he says.”

“My upbringing instilled things
in me as a kid that I swore if [ ever -
got grown, things that I wouldn’t .,

Zdo,” he sdys. “Like 1 wouldn't

move, and-I ' would build me a |

‘house)s" . N

i Hg;igays' he chuckles when he
‘heats'builders talk about their prob:"

{lems putting gojf courses in the
Lo R ] ; ‘ N

When Webb began building Sun City, “It was
the most exciting thing I saw in my life,”
recalls Abe Harris. He was impressed with
how different teams went from house to house
pouring floors of doing framing or other tasks.

desert.

“Back then we had problems,
(00,” he says. “We were Killing 26
rattlers a day at Gila Bend. The
problem was 50 bad that kids
weren't allowed to go into the
fields.”

In the "50s you could have never
dreamt that there wouldn’t be any-
thing other than what there had
been here, he says.

When Webb began building Sun
City, “It was the most exciting
thing | saw in my life,” he recalls.

Mr. Harris knew a lot of the peo-
ple who worked on Webb's project
and he was impressed with how dif-
ferent teams went from house to
house pouring floors or doing fram-
ing or other tasks.

May 3, 1965 was the last day be
worked in the fields. .

He joined a job training progran
that created opportunities for
migrant workers. That led to posi-
tions with the first health mainte-
nance organization in Phoenix. the
county’s Community Action
Program, and an energy company.

He is now director of the employ-
ment and training program for dis-
tocated workers on the west side of
Maricopa County. He is also a
member of the county’s planning

commission.

Because Mr. Harris, a bishop at
Mount Zion Hoty Spiritual Church
in Buckeye, has worked with young
people for much of his life, he was
asked why things seem so out of
control today.

“The people who represent exam-
ples don't have any moral values.”
he says unapologetically.

Parents should follow the Bible
and teach their young to be obedi-
ent and to be courteous to others.

“] believe that has gone out the
window,” he says. “If there is no
discipline in the home, children are
going to take that same attitude to
their job, to school, and to the
streets.

“If we don’t discipline these kids,
they re going to start disciplining
us.” he says pointedly.

He has a deep appreciation for
the people of the community.

“Sun City came to our rescue in
the mid-1960s.” he says. “We used
to have a daycare center in
Avondate and Sun City volunteers
would come and help us out.”

He hopes that tradition continues.

“Many people are looking to you
10 share your wisdom and exper-
tise,” he says.

Vi



Sun City included in stud

Retirement communijt

By LLOYD Db, BROWN
Sun Cities Indepandent

Y
»

The changing face of Arizona
communitjes, including Sun
City's, will be the focus of a two-
year study by the Arizony
Humanities Councif.

The council Iast month received
an 585.00() grant from the
National Endowment for the
Humanities 1o conduct g study of
the history of five Arizona towns,
including Sun City, Bisbee, Page,

The idea for the project, titled
“Voices from Communities in
Transition,” grew out of the 1997
Los Angeles riots, according to
council Execytiye Director Dan
Shilling.

“We were terested in the faet
that we don'y “€EM to be able to
talk v cach other anymore,” says
Mr. Shilling.

Mr. Shili ng Suys Arizona is g
areat place o “tudy communities
because most of the state’s towns

Y one of five citie

q S Payson, and Yuma.

are relatively new, many include
mostly transient residents and al]
aré communities in ransition

But rather than Just 2 history of
the five towns, Mr. Shilling says the
Project will focus on people’s per-
ceptions of their ¢ommunities,

“If a community experiences 4|
of this change, how does it retain its
sense of cominunity?” says Mr.
Shilling,

Sun City was selected to partici-
Pate in the project because “jt rep-
Tesents a very specific kind of com-

VF  SUN CITY

munity in the Southwest,” Mr,
Shilling says, :

The project will ificlude three
Parts, including a collection of oral
histories, reading programs and a
lecture series, Mr. Shilling says the
project could resuit in a book,

The lecture series, scheduled to
begin thig summer, will be held in
Phoenix, and wil] include some of
the most noted €xperts on the
development of tommunities. Mr.
Shilling says the series will be free
and open (o the public,

H

Y of Arizona towns

S chosen for project

\

ISTCRY

“We were interested in
the fact that we don’t
seem to be able to talk
to each other anymore, "

The project’s oral histories wil}
be collected through early 1996,
and project officials are looking
for possible interview candidates.

Sun City residents interested in
knowing more about the project,
or interested in participating, can
contact M. Shilling at 257-0355.
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Study
profiles
Sun City

By MICHAEL P. HEGARTY
Staff writer

SUN CITY — The communities of
Arizona are as diverse as its land-
scapes: Dcsert saguaros grace the
Valiey, snow caps the northern
mountaintops, and old mining shacks
dot the southcrn part of the state.

But how much do the comnmunities
have in common?

That's what the Arizona Human-
ities Council will study during the
next two years.

Sun City has been chosen as one of
five Arizona cities to participate in
the project, funded by an $84,000
grant from the National Endowment
for the ‘Humanities. « - : .

“This project is not just about his-
tory; there have been a lot of those,”
said Dan Shilling, executive director
of Arizona Humanities Council. *“Our

‘approach is the development and

evolution of the community from a
different perspective. There are so

many different communities, with

Sun City being very different than
most.” . _

“This is an attempt to come to the
sense of what we mean by the com-
munity. -We read so much about
wanting to get back to a community.
What do we mean by that? The 1950s
white picket fence, or the community
where people can work and ‘partici-
pate in the community?”

" The other cities in the project are
Bisbee, Page, Payson and Yuma.

“It's going to be interesting in
comparing with the other four com-
munities,” said Jane Freeman, ar-
chivist for the Sun Cities Historical
Society.

The communifies were chosen by
the humanities council because of
their diversity and individuality,
Shilling'said. :

“They are all very different,” he
said. ‘‘Some are older, others
younger, large and small.”

The project will involve oral his-
tories of the communities conducted
by scholars going into the different
areas, library readings followed by a
discussion period, and a lecture

» See Project depends, AS

H From A1

series,

A book will be compiled at
the end of the project.

“It won’t just be one-on-one,
but a lot of community input,”
Shilling said.

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating in the project may
call the humanities council at
257-0335.

“We're going to bring the
findings to the community as
we find them,” Shilling said.
“We hope to keep the com-
munity involved throughout
the two years.”

The reading programs will
be open to the public, with
authors of books about build-
ing a sense of community dis-
cussing their works.

VF  SUN CITY (HISTCRY)

Scheduled to participate sre
Robert Bellah, author of the
New York Times best seller
“Habits of the Heart,” and
Benjamin Babrer, author of
“Strong Democracy.”

The books focus on the role
of churches, schools, govern-
ment and businesses in the
community.

“Each book looks at a way to
build community,”” Shilling
said. “What we want people to
do in the reading programs is
get to talking about how do
these academic scholarly ap-
proaches really work in the
real world. How do they really
show up in Sun City or Page?
People start thinking about
their community history and
values., When they say ‘Sun
City' what do they mean?”’
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Scholars dig
into SC roots

ity EVELYN BARBER
raily News-Sun columnist

The image of Sun City has
‘emained much the same
:ince its inception in 1960 and
Jhe Sun City lifestyle that has
avolved is known the world
wer,

But this is not a static
;ommunity; In fact, it is in a
-onstant state of change, Ari-
-ona Humanities Council Di-
-ector Dan Shilling said
Wednesday, speaking at the
:nnual fall meeting of the Sun
Zitigs Historical Society.

Shilling described the
council’s “Communities in

Transition” project, which
over two years will focus on
the understanding of “com-
munity” in Arizona.

Sun City is one of 10 arch-
etypal communities that will
be part of the project. The 10
were chosen as representative
of the five qualities that give
Arizona its identity:  ag-
riculture, ‘ethnic diversity,
high technology, retirement
and tourism.

“Sun City, of course, Is an
international symbol of the
planned retirement commu-
nity,” said Shilling.

See Retirees come, A

‘new life.” " :

Arizona cities, like the state
itself, have gone through
tremendous transitions in the
last several decades in order
to survive, Shilling said. And
it is the *“transitioning” the
council project will focus on
in the 10 communities.

“Communities.
tion” began with the goal of
addressing the concerns of
community as 'a deliberative
dialogue, not as a “debate” of
public policy where partici-
pants square off with opposing
views that never involve the
kind of talk that leads to
commeon ground.

“We are aware that our ef-
forts should not duplicate
town halls, city council meet-

in Transi-.

Vi SUN CITY

ings or similar models. Fur-
ther, we are not a political or
advocacy group, or an“organi-
zation with answers. We have
enough of them,” Shilling
said. -

“Let us encourage open,
community-grounded dialogue
(rather than debate), dialogue
that addresses modern Amer-
ica's tendency to obliterate
tradition and make rootless-
ness a virtue. Let us, instead,
reappropriate tradition and
nurture the roots that
strengthen a community’s so-
cial ecology, that help ground
and locate us in ways no map
can.”

Evelyn Barber is the former
Editorial page editor of the
Daily News-Sun.

HISTORY
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Once Del Webb staried work on Sun City, the construction crews
never looked back —-

And the face of the Northwest Valley changed, almost ovemight,

Tom Gilbreath, who was Webb's first construction superintendent
in Sun City, staried work in 1959, preparing for the Opening Day,
Jan, 1, 1960.

At that time construction men were working on, but hadn't com-
pleted, the Grand Center shops, the Safeway store and the Highway
House.

* Construction of the model houses and the apartments behind the
Highway House was continuing, as well.

“Del Webb spent $1 million in Sun City before any houscs werc
sold,” says Mr. Gilbreath. “Across in Younglown, you couldn't cven
buy a hamburger.” :

Some 300 10 400 houses were sold on opening day. Mr. Gilbrcath
recalls the long lines of people waiting to sec the homes.

“We started with six models, the cheapest was under $10,000 and
the highest price was $15,000.”

“Now, there are 21 models, in Sun City West.

“A Jot of the home sales were done by mail — just like buying a
house out of the Monigomery Ward catalog.”

" He recalls a shopper lalking to an “oldtimer,” who was looking out
on the houses that were going up. :

~ “Fremember when that was nothing but a cotton ficld,” the oldtimer
said.

. “Really? When was that?” \

. *“Two days ago.”

Mr. Gilbreath says the construction force, numbering nearly 600
workers, was on a roll. “We did cight houses, complete, and four
apartments, per day.”

The work orders were simple. “That meant we had to be working
on 260 houscs, altogether, in order to finish eight per day — and half
that many apartments.

“Wwe'd dig footings onc day, pour concrele the next, put down the
foundations, rough in the plumbing, then pour the slabs, right on to
tuming the key.” '

Subeontractors were hired for everything except the concrete work,
says Mr. Gilbreath, Webb did the concrete work for the project.

The construction staried with all-masonry exterior walls. “There
were all the masons you could think of,” says Mr. Gilbreath. “Alter |
feft, the masons went on sirike, and while they were out, the supervi-

ing bac
First Webb building superintendent
recalls Sun City's early beginnings

THE WAY WE WERE. Sun
City (right) as it appeared in the
summer of 1959, five months
before it officially opened. Be-
low, Webb officials discuss
plans for the Highway House
Motel and Restaurant. [t was not
uncommon for new residents to
live at the motel until their new
Sun City homes were completed.
The Highway House later be-
came the King's Inn Hotel and
was recently torn down to make
room for Smith's Food and Drug
Store.

sors decided they could do without them. They went to an all-frame
construction.

“They had to do something — people had 1o cat.”

Webb bought construction material in by the train load, he recalls,
with the trains delivering the orders (o a raitway siding on 98th Av-
cnue.

As general supervisor, Mr, Gilbreath had two assistant supervi-
sors, cach with a foreman in the field, for cach phase of the work.

There were Veterans Administration and Federal Housing
Adli}minislration inspectors assigned almost full-time 10 the work, as
well.

“We had 10 use two-way radios with a central station. It's com-
monplace now, but was something new in 1960.”

Mr. Gilbreath stayed with the Sun City project until the building
crews had finished 5,000 units. He then transferred out to Sun City,
Calif., where he worked for about {wo years.

Therc werc other jobs and projects to occupy his attention, in
Western and Midwecstern states.

“Finally, I got tired of running around and came back o Arizona
where I had kept my home,” he says.

Construction jobs around the Valley kept him busy for a while, be-
fore he retired about cight years ago.
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It was a modern-day land rush when Sun City opened in 1960. During that weekend, more than 100,000 inquisitive people visited, and 237 homes were sold.
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Sloan, housing specialist for the

American  Association of Retired
Persons in Washington, D.C.

“They have not only survived, they
have prospered. 1 don’t know how
they do it, but they're doing some-
thing right.”

Sloan, who is not a fan of

age-restricted housing, is not the only

national expert on senior housing who

is amazed by the Sun City phenome-

non. o
“[ think it is onc of the most

incredible feats of its kind,” said

George R. Genung Jr., executive .

director of the National Council on
Senior Housing of the National
Association of Home Builders in
Washington, D.C. *“They are far and
away the leader in their field. 1t's
incredibly difficult 10 sell to that
market.”

Only 10% want to move

Research shows that only 10

percent of the people who retire are
willing to move away from their
homes, he said.

Genung, who has visited the
Phoenix area many limes and is
{amiliar with Sun City, attributes the
success of the communily to a variety
of reasons: Juck, guts, hard work,
outstanding marketing, good planning
and business savvy. :

“People think of Sun City the same
way they think of the Empire State
Building — it’s big, and it’s unique,”
Genung said.

Del Webb was lucky because he
had 20,000 acres of cotton ficlds at his
disposal from his partner in the
venture, J.G. Boswell 111, The land
remained under cultivation until it
was needed for more homes. By 1978,

when the community was completed, .

8,900 acres had becn used.

Sun Cily West, just iwo miles
northwest along Grand Avenue,
started in 1978 and has a total of
5,700 acres; Sun City Tucson began
three years ago and has 1,000 acres;
and Sun City Las Vegas started a year
ago and has 1,050 acres. Houses are
still being sold in these communities.

] think the way they planned it,
taking the land as they needed it,
reduced the risk,” Genung said.
“They had capital resources that most
developers don’t have, and they got
the land at a reasonable rate. A smart
entrepreneur, Mr, Del Webb.”

Webb and his senior stafT also had
guts. -

The Urban Land Institute in
Washington, D.C., and a hall dozen
top developers in the country had told
them: . .

“0ld people want to be with their
family, not together in an isolated
community. ... Financially, such a

project would: fail because of ‘canni- -

balism® (more people would die than
move in).”

But interviews with Florida retirees
and the advice of a Phoenix psychia-
trist indicated that an “active-retire-
ment community,” although never
attempted before, would work.

-

- Ameniffes Key

Those Floridians also said they had
watched builders promise wonderful
amenities in other retirement develop-
mecnts and never produce them.

So, before a singie home was sold,
the corporation spent more than
$2 million on a shopping center, a golf
course and recreational [facilities.
Then five model homes were built,
ranging in price from $8,500 to
$11,750.

Sun City opencd at 8 a.m, Thurs-
day, New Ycar's Day, 1960. It was a
modern-day land rush, with people
waiting in long lines for hours to sign
contracts with salesmen sitting on the
floor of a tiny office.

More than §00,000 inquisitivc peo-
ple visited Sun City that weekend. By
Sunday, therc was a 2-mile-long
traffic jam on Grand Avenuc.

During that weekend, 237 homes
were sold. By the end of the month,

400 had been sold, and an additional

675 were being planned. By the end of
1960, 2,000 homes had been sold.

Webb executives had estimated that
1,700 homes would be sold in the first
three years.

A major advertising campaign and
national media coverage about this
extraordinary occurrence in a cotton
field kept the customers rolling in.

Since Sun City began, an estimated
80 10 90 other active-adult communi-
ties have sprung up across the
country, mostly in the Sun Beli,
according to an independent study
conducted for the Webb corporation.

‘We still have the flagship’

“We still have the flagship of
retirement communities in the world,”
boasted Sid Menk, 73, president of the
Sun City Ambassadors, the local
booster club. “Any of our seven
recreation centers would be the envy
of any retirement community in the
country.”

Genung said that during the past
30 years, Webb has managed to
maintain its leadership position in the
active-adult-housing market by re-
maining flexible, by changing or
improving its product as the demand
arises.

For example, the 346-bed, acute-
care Walter O. Boswell Memorial
Hospital was built in 1969 1o
accommodate Sun City's burgeoning
population. It was named in memory
of one of the three Boswell brothers
who originally farmed the land where

Sun City was developed.
But while Del Webb marketing was

.busy espousing the wonderful Jifestyle

of its - communities, the neighbors
don't think much of the Sun Cities.

The Del Wcbb Corp. began a
$250,000 advertising blitz last fall
called “Sun Cities Care” to counteract
the unfavorable impression Valley
residents have of the retirement
communitics.

The ad campaign came on the heels
of a Valley-wide opinion poll that
indicated that people believe residents
of the Sun Cities do not contribute to
the educational system and that they

~-are isolated in their communities and

are not willing to get involved in
neighboring communities.

The corporation would not divulge
the exact results of the poll.

Origins of reputation

Deserved: or not, the Sun Cities
gained this image for a variety of
reasons.

As a community without children,
Sun City voters united to defeat 17
proposed bond issucs in surrounding
school districts from 1962 to 1974.
Only two were approved.

The Peoria Unified School District,
where youngsters were aticnding clas-
scs in double and triple shifts because
of a lack of schools, finally asked Sun
City to leave the district.

Later, the Dysart United School
District asked Sun City West to leave
for the same reason.

For the past couple of ycars, the
Sun City Taxpaycrs Association has
becn fighting a state law that says
areas outside of school districts still
should pay some school taxes. An
Arizona tax-court judge ruled in the
association’s favor in July.

Incorporation elections have failed
twice in Sun City and once in Sun
City West. Consequently, Maricopa
County pays most of the bills for law
enforcement and street improvements.
Private contractors and improvement
districts, paid for with resident fees,
provide other services sich as fire
protection and street lighting,

The Recreation Centers of Sun City
Inc., which has private golf courses,
clubhouses and swimming pools val-
ued at more than $12 million, fought
for nine years to avoid paying
property taxes. It lost that battle last
year in the Anizona Suprcme Court.

A bum rap, expert says

Jay Butler, dircctor of the Arizona
Real Estate Center at Arizona Stalc
University, said he thinks Sun City
residents are getting a bum rap.

“The people out there get put down
for living tn their isolated, walled
community,” Butler said. “On the
opposite side, young people like to live
in apartment houses with other young
people. People like to live with
like themselves, people

“Unfortunately, the only time you
hear about Sun City is when it's
something negative, like forcing a dog
out of a condominium complex,”

Genung said that because no one
had ever done anything like it before,
Sun City was a learning experience.
There was some bad with the good.

For example, because it was so
!arge, it tended to be sterile and
isolated, with few facilitics initially for
aging residents. The later Sun Cities
were scaled down, and more space
was set aside for the ailing.

“They {the Webb executives) were
the pioneers,” Genung said. “They
taught everyone how to do it, and
they’re still on the cutting edge.

“The industry owes them a vote of
thanks. We all benefited from what
they have taught us.”

~Menk,‘al_ways a Sun City booster,
agreed, saying that moving to Sun
City probably adds 10 or 15 happy
years to a person’s life span.

“Sun City is not a mausoleum
where people are filed away,” he said.
“This is a place to live.”
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“It is one of the most incredible feats of its kind”

Sun City

~ages well
‘in 30 years

By Phyllis Gillesple

) The Arizona Republic

Uprooting thousand of retirees
from the Midwest and plopping
them down in the middle of an
Arizona cotton field seemed like a
harebrained scheme in 1960.

- Today, as Sun City celebrates its

. 30th anniversary, the Del Webb
- Corp. still is cashing in on that
" original idea of an active-retirement

community.
.- Del Webb's Sun City, with

- 46,000 residents, remains the largest
* retirement community in the coun-
.. try with restrictions that say at least
. ‘one member of the household must
: be at least 55 years of age and no
;- one under the age of 19 can reside

% there for longer that three months a
yea:

~ And the corporation still is
defymg the experts.

Al6 The Arizona Republic Sunday, January 14, 1990

The Del Webb Corp. lured people to Sun City in the 1960s with adver-
tisements that promised an active-retirement community.

Besides the original Sun City,
three other Sun Cities are bucking
the current home-buying slump,
and a fifth Sun City is about to be
announced for southern California.

“When you think of the research

that says older people don’t want to
move from their homes and that
they don’t want o live in age-segre-
gated communities, 1 don’t see how
Sun City has survived,” said Katie

—~ See SUN CITY, page A16

Michael Ging/The Arizona Republic
Vera Jean Pamter, who bought Sun City’s first official residence in 1984, sold her piece of history last year to the
~ Sun Cities Area Historical Society. It was converted into a museum that will be open to the public starting Monday, -
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$1 3 million mvestment
‘put Sun City on the map

By P. ATWOOD WILLIAMS
Daily News-Sun staff '

.:. SUN CITY — The statue in

the tiny park in Bell Center of
- Sun City. founder Del E. Webb
~ shows ‘a-man. with . a roll of

blueprints. He is purposefully

‘leamng forward . with one leg

‘on’ a sawhorse — symbolic of
the determmat:on and skills
“needed .to build an active life-
style community for retirees.

.- An‘ early photo-of Del E..
‘Webb shows him as a smiling

young carpenter in California .

with one leg on a makeshift
sawhorse. Between the time
the photo was taken and the

statue -was cast, tons of saw- -

-dust filled the air in Sun. City. .

But :Webb ° did not .do it
alone. "He -had the. savvy to
surround himself with capable

men, whom he rewarded early =

w:th _raises’ and to whom- he
later delegated responsibilities - .
‘as he left: ‘behind his saws.and -
_miter boxes --and- ‘moved up

‘figurative ladders to build a

reputatlon 'as a builder and
sportsman.

But it was not one of them
who had the .idea for a re-
tirement community - in the
mesquite. patch of desert west
- of Phoenix.

Hlstonans who wrote_
“Jubllee —.wthe 25th "An-
niversary~ of :Sun City” de-
voted many pages to Webb, a
tall, quiet ‘'man" who died . of ‘
lung cancer in 1974. -

But they_ also credited :El-
mer Johns, a California’
builder with the early concept
of a community exclusively for
retirees. In- 1956, he had built
the first homes in Youngtown .
.and restricted residents to
" those at least 60,

The . Youngtown Develop-
ment Co hc:;nes were. modest .

" ones des:gn ~for’ those with

- $300 to $40¢

ment income S
BmldenDe ebb 8- worlung

partner wasg L.C.: Jacobson
‘See Cotton, Page’ 25 -

over
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Land was field of dreams
long before Del E. Webb

By JACQUE PAPPAS
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY - Long before
Del E. Webb developed his
8,600-acre retirement com.
munity, Sun City’s golf cour-
ses and swimming pools were
the site of brothels and cotton
fields.

In the late 1800s, pioneers
began farming land near the
west bank of the Agua Fria
River.

RP. Davie, a businessman
from Marinette, Wis., was
impressed by the growth and
potential of the area and
boughit several thousand acres
of land between New River
and the Agua Fria.

He named the area after his
hometown, but eventually was
forced to sell his land in May
1920 to the Southwest Cotton
Co. because his sugar beet
crops failed.

Southwest dug wells and
planted cotton fields on the
Marinette site. ‘

Laborers who handpicked
the cotton from July to May
formed a small communhnity
that some remember for its

“house of ill repute.”
In 1936, Marinette Ranch
was sold to the J.G. Boswel]

Co., which in turn developed §

the tract of land into one of
the most prosperous cotton
plantations in the country.

Residents who occupied the
community dwindled as ma-
chinery repiaced cotton pick-
ers in the fields. -

Three men who lived and
worked in the area years ago,

‘recently shared their experi-

ences of watching Sun City
emerge from the Marinette
cotton fields.

They spoke to locals in a
forum sponsored by the Sun
Cities Area Historical Society.

Hank Raymond moved to
the area once known as
Marinette in 1928,

“Marinette had anything
you wanted in it. A general
store, a service station, post
office, pool hall and barber
shop. We lived near where
Sun City Country Club now
is,” Raymond said.

Raymond started working
for the Boswell operation in
1944 and retired as vice pres-
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ident and general manager of
the operation in 1962.

“I remember them talking
about building a motel here
(Kings Inn) and I thought they
were nuts trying to get anyone
to come and eat and sleep in
Marinette,” Raymond said, “A
few years later, a friend asked

, HERE — J'ames G. Boswell I,
McMickediall Tived and worked in the cotton fa
was deve(oped into the 8,900 acre master plan

s of Sun Cit

me to go eat lunch at the
King’s Inn and we had to
stand in line to get in. It was
a hard thing for many of us to
do — adjust to the progress.
It's been a revelation to me to
be part of this great achieve-
ment.”

Bob McMicken, who now

left, Hank Raymond,

rming community of Marinette before it =
ned adult community of Sun City.

phofo by Stephen Chernek §
r, and Bob™
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H
lives in Kansas, moved to1
Marinette 71 years ago. His;
father served as the first gens
eral manager of Southwest}
Cetton Co. ad

McMicken was vice presis;
dent of the livestock opera-
tions for the Boswell ranches. .5
See Fields, Page 27 o
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over where many of your (Sun
Eq,itians') houses are,”
*McMicken said.
2% The land Boswell owned was
{later released to Del Webb in
£a_ partnership arrangement
tnder which Sun City was
ebuilt.
James G. Boswell II said the
Enospital, named after Colonel
fWalter O. Boswell, gave Sun
3y the justification to jump
rth of the railroad tracks.
spent all my time level-
the land while Webb spent
of his time putting hills in
Boswell said. “We didn't
“whether it would be
B0 -people or 2,000 people.
gng part of Sun City is
ething that has always
e me proud because it was
Pomething that was needed.”

i

_ - Submitted photo
FIELD OF DREAMS — The humble beginnings of South in Nov. 1959, just before Sun City was established.
Golf Course can be seen in this gerial look of Marinette, Grand Avenue was the main road to the area.
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jLRoRanly auttle surprise.to ‘Staff” wrter-vacque L'appas
ence; as :ll.l‘e' .}Ommumty's Pioneers is contributed most of the stories
al section to ¢ ract that prices have and was aided in her research

compiled this speci
celebrate Syn City's an-
niversary.

climbed more than 300 per-
cent since 1960.
o The more exact figure, 321
Although Del E. Webb is percent, was calculated by a
credited by many for . eavi state pepartmgnt of Economic
sioning the 8,600 acre rotive. Security statistical analyst,
who compared monthly Con.
surn::rfPrlce Index (CPD) re-
po rom October 1960
October 1989, ©
The HiwayHouse, a Sun
Ci!:y lanc_lmark, is featured in
this 8pecial section via photos
and an interview with Eldora

. Qg{gﬁsf, r_r_ﬁcg’\ H-;XBE!E&‘%‘%*E !

who remembers dishing up
meals for prices ranging from
$1.55 for french fried shrimp
to $2.45 for broiled choice filet
mignon.

About 3,000 Sun City men
and women participate in 64
bowling leagues at Bell and
Lakeview Lanes at about half
the cost of bowling elsewhere,

said Dick Austin, president of Historical Society loaned us

¢ - A ;
allltfo nS-un City Bowling Associ- the use of many Photegraphs.

The streets in Sun City are
8s unique as the concept of
active retirement living,

“A lot of the street names
~originated from the residents
themselves and from the

. communities they came from,”
said ‘Dick Masten, Del Webb
, vice president of operations.
- Built around the circle of

by local residents Jane Free-
man, Glenn Sanberg, Evelyn
Parry, Margaret Diggs and
Walter Witt.

Del Webb Corp.’s Martha
Moyer also helped in provid-
ing the Daily News-Sun with
photographs and information.

A number of sources, cred-
ited within the stories, helped
staff members Connie Steele,
Richard Moore, Mike Garrett,
Priscilla Williams and Jen-
nifer Arp, who also cont.nb~
uted to this special edition,
along with members of our
photo department and our
copy desk.

Graphics for the cover were
done by Gary Smathers, an
artist in the advertising de-
partment of the Daily News-
Sun. The cover picture of the
swimmers was contributed by
the Del Webb Corp.

And, the Sun Cities Area

ment community, he did not
do it alone. He had the savvy
to surround himself with ca-
pable men to whom he later
delegated responsibilities as
he left behind his saws and
miter boxes and moved up
figurative ladders to build a
reputation as a builder and
sportsman.

Long before the Webb com-
pany developed the retirement
community, the land belonged
to a small cotton farming town
called Marinette.

But the Marinette days
were soon forgotien when on
Jan. 1, 1960, Sun City became
a reality. In the first 72 hours,
237 model homes were sold
and by the end of the month,
more than 400 homes were
sold.

Pieased with the over-
whelming success of their
home - sales, Webb continued
the trend of gradually .devel-
oping patches of new land,

“Webb never expected Sun
City to go north .of Grand Av-:
enue. He just took-a..small’
spot and experimented.-’As.

— o ——— o _._ . .

homes would sell,. then - he

would take another small slice
of land and develop that,” said
pioneer Randy &aites’, “who
bought his Sun City home in
January 1960..“He"just”kept
taking bites-until this massive
retirement. ' community - ev:
olved.” "7 = - AL
Phil' and Ruth Compton
moved -to -Sun City - in 1960
with- hundreds of other pion-
eers who helped establish the
retirement community,

They selected *plans :of*a.
model home and “had 'fthe.i;,:

home buiit for $9,300.;
The Comptons still live:in

the same house. they ‘bought’

30 years ago.

Property deed .recondswfr:o'n:l“

30 years ago confirm that Sun
City’s first house . was-. pur-

chased by retired businessman

John G. McDonaid.” -

The home, one of five:origi- -

nal model homes, is .now. the
office of the Sun Cities Area
Historical Society. It sold for
$8,900 in 1960 and ‘was a

’ prg‘ise‘di!n'g ‘W“W,OOO o

“‘streets are a number of busi.
--nesses that have emerged in

- the .community during the

past 30 years,

.. Health care facilities are ,
_another type of business that
‘has sprung up in the commu.

nity. Sun Valley Lodge, the

Drst ‘nursing “home: built in
. Sun: City, took in its firat
_.resident on Sept. 1, 1965,
. Bun, Valley Lodge was in.

itially geared to be the com-

.- Iounity’s . first hospital. But
. talkg of the Walter O. Boswell

“Memorial Hopsital changed
the plans of locla)il 'residents.g?

- In February 1967, James G.
Boswell I, president of the
J.G. Boswell Co. that owned"
much of the land Sun City ig
now built on, offered to grant
$1.2 million for the hospital,

On Nov. 6, 1970, the great

: dreq,m‘_. was fulfilled with the
dedication of Boswell hespital,

 These are our stories
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‘City ‘made 'its .debut ~and
bloomed into & successful re-
- tivement . community - known

throughout the world,

=-Bun City has grown from-

“five model homes that pros-
-Oakmont Drive 30 years ago
to an 8,900-acre master
planned adult community.
The least expensive two
m, one bath home in
1960 cost $8,500 and the most
expensive model was a three
droom, two bath for $11,300,
Sales were brisk es thou.
sands poured into Sun City to

“geta

" SUNCITY:= On Jan. 1,’
-1960, a " rosebud called Sun

: pective buyers  viewed along .

glimpee of a new way of
life created by Del Webb De-
ve!;ﬁvméﬂt Corp. .

_ € concept of an active re-
tirement lifestyle was an in-
stant success, - ‘

" In the first 72 hours, 237
modet homes were sold and by
the end of January, more than
400 homes were sold.

Margaret Diggs, a Sun City
Pioneer who moved to the
community in 1961, said a
wave of excitement filled the
air as young retirees sought a
“new way of life.” )

“We wrote enthusiastic let-
ters to friends back home.
Eventually Sun City grew be-
yond what I ever imagined. It
offered so many promises. Just

an entirely new way of life,”
Diggs said. “We were ali very
excited. Some of the people
thought they were taking a
risk but many couldn’t help
themselves — they all Just fell
in love with little Sun City. I
know Youngtown is really the
first retirement community,

but more people knew about
Sun‘Cif.y."

Although Youngtown
opened in the fall of 1954,
Some were not convinced that
the concept of an active re-
tirement community in the
Arizona desert would succeed,
said Glenn Sanberg, a mem-

‘ber of the Sun Cities Area

See Sales, Page 34
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WHERE IT STARTED — Owen Childress,
Del E. Webb Corp., stands outside the f;
shed, which doubled as the first sales offic

o salesman fd‘;;:’-i
rst construcﬁo_r,! :
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Historical Society.

“In the bhegizniznz, Webb took
the idea of a retirement com-
munity to the experts — doc-
tors and psychiatrists. They

said it wouldn’t work,” Sand--

berg said. “They said people
will not leave their families
and come to a retirement
community and live.”

But the dream of dedicated
people who believed in Sun
City put the psychiatrists’ no-
tions to shame.

Many people who visited
Sun City in the early years
bought and paid for their
homes before they were even
built. '

“It wasn’t hard selling peo-
ple homes. Active retirement
is what Webb stressed and
people liked the idea, no mat-
ter how new the concept was,”
says John Dodt, 90, who was a
salesman for the Webb cor-
poration in the early 1960s.

“I just signed contract after
contract. People would put the
$500 down on the home one
minute after we took them to
see an empty lot full of dirt
where their home was some-
day going to be buiit.”

Dodt’s wife, Ina, was a
hostess for Webb in the early
1960s.

“When Webb had open
houses, I would greet and talk
to the people who came to see
what Sun City was all about,”
said Ina, who has lived in the
same home along South Golf
Course with her husband for
29 years. “Every magazine in
the country publicized Sun
City and it brought them in
by the thousands.”

The Del Webb organization
publicized its premier Sun
City retirement community in

SPREADING OUT — This aerial view of Sun

s ot
Submitted photo

City, taken

in the fall of 1962, shows the rapid spread of the

retirement community.

‘Concrete, steel
and lumber can
make the buildings,
but people make the
community.
Together, we can
realize a way of life
unprecedented in
America.’

Del E. Webb

newspapers and magazines
throughout the nation.

It was those advertisements
that brought many people to
Arizona seeking a new way of
life that is now copied around
the world.

Beulah Heuer, 90, moved to
Sun City in November 1960
with her husband Albert.

“We saw the ads in the
paper so we. thought we would
go out and take a look. There
were no stores, no nothing,”
Heuer said. “But we bought
all the same and I still live in

the house that was once a
vacant lot in the middle of
nowhere.” '

Pleased with the over-
whelming success of their
home sales, Webb continued
the trend of graduaily devel-
oping patches of new land.

“Webb never expected Sun
City to go north of Grand Av-
enue. He just took a smali
spot and experimented. As
homes would sell, then he
would take another small slice
of land and develop that,” said
pioneer Randy Waites, who
bought his Sun City home in
January 1960.

Retirees were appreciative
of this new way of life.

Webb and his associates re-
ceived hundreds of letiers of
praise including one written
by a Sun City resident on Dec.
11, 1960.

“A year ago we were living
in Michigan faring another
winter of cold and icy roads.
Now we have a lovely home in
an ideal climate. You have
made this possible by building
Sun City.”
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.much for any planner,” Findlay
-said. ‘ . o
. Westerners reacted again,
;building privately planned com-
‘munities in and around explo-
E_sive growth. . IR
. “Within each of these sprawl-
-ing, chaotic communities is
“planned growth,” Findlay said.
i “If you look at it from a
‘macro view, Sun City is part of
ithe problém,” he said. “If you
:look at it from inside Sun City,
‘you have no problem at all. It’s
zordered, cohésive.” o
~ Findlay said control of the
Jenvironment is a common
‘theme in each of the planned
| communities he is studying.
i At Disneyland in Anaheim,
*Calif., an illusion of nature is’
‘produced mechanically. _

i In Sun City, houses are cli-
:mate-controlled through scorch-
ving summers, sculpted golf
::courses wrap around artificial
-1akes and residents paint gravel
.yards a grassy green.

i+ The pinnacle of environmen-
tal management is achieved in
ithe Astrodome, Findlay said,
:where “control over nature is
-entire.” Real grass was sown in
~the indoor stadium, but cultiva-
tion efforts failed and plastic

grass had to be planted — hence
the name “Astroturf.” -

.. Findlay said planned com-
~munities rising during the
-years 1950-65 in great part re-
~flected the anti-communist,
~‘technology-loving sentiments of
:-most Americans at that time.

Sl
H

-
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. JOHN FINDLAY

‘Sun City is a radical
concept . . . People
who came to the
West were often .
reacting against the
East. They were
trying to build a
cleaner city ... with
personal freedom and

opportunity’

The communities and much
of the science and technology
that made them possible sprang
from a tension between confi-

dence in the United States’ abil-

-~

ity to solve domestic prbblems

and a fear of the Soviet Union’s
growing strength, he said.
That supreme American con-

" fidence, he said, was shaken
‘after 1965 with race riots and

division over U.S. involvement
in the Vietnam War.

“The whole vision itself has

to be re-evaluated,” said Find-

- lay, who as a historian often

talks of the past in the present

tense,

He said there was no overt
discrimination in planned com-
munities, but that their build-
ers assumed all Americans as-
pired to what he called middle-
class values. .
“These places all gear them-
selves to the middle strata of
society,” Findlay said. “If

“you're in Watts, you have a

much different view of the
world.” - _

He said Americans are still
more confident — and justifia-

bly — than any other people in

theworld. .. - A

“It’s just that after ’65, that
confidence can no longer be ab-
golute,” Findlay said. He said

water and petroleum resources :

are finite. . :
“In the '80s,” Findlay said,
“the confidence needs to be
more careful.”
People in the 1950s were not
naive, he said; they just could
not see limits. .

Findlay said he thinks older-

people who live in retirement
communities retain much of
that former confidence. i

© “It's more intact for them

than for the rest of society,” he
said.

He said he is impressed that
planned communities are still
successful after their premises
have come to be challenged.

Findlay said that in contrast

to the other developments he is -

studying, Sun City was not as
much a result of science and
technology advances as it was of

there being, for the fitst time, & -

generation of Americans who
had the money and time to

 retire to a leisure lifestyle.

People pulled up lifelong
roots and left their families —
although in an increasingly
transient society, many of their
families had already left.

Findlay said Sun City’s set-
tlers took chances coming to

live in an unproven concept

community in the desert.

“These people are doing . -

gomething new and they're
doing it with confidence,” said
Findlay. : co

“It’s the old frontier story all
over again,” he said. '

Findlay said last week he had
talked at length to only about .
five Sun Citians, but he gave '
several evaluations of the re-
tirement community.

He said he was impressed by
how active Sun Citians are,
both physically and in volunm-
teer efforts that amount to a
gort of “informal government.”

“As a whole, the community
itself doesn’t want to be in-
volved on the political level,” .

: -

H
1

Findlay said. He said desire not
to have’ a municipal govern-
ment is part of the reason many
people move to Sun City.

~ Findlay said he does not
think a desire to get away from

. children is a common reason. =
“These people are not anti-
children by any means,” he ..

said. “They miss kids. They
would like to have more con-
tact.”. . . o
He said many are glad to see
the young people who work in
Sun City. He said some go out of
their way to strike up conversa-.

tions with sales clerks.
. This may be a result of loneli-

.ness many Sun Citians face as

widows and widowers, Findlay
said. . o :
“It’s very sad,” he said. “But
they don’t want to be pitied.
They're fiercely independent.”
Despite their desire for con-

tact with others, however, Find-
lay said many retirees may
come to Sun City as an escape,
Here, he said, they can shut out,
things that might pose a chal..
lege to their sense that all is

_right in their world — things

such as the poor, congestion,
poliution and the complaints
and values of younger genera-

_tions. : )

“You have a sense that the

-environment is OK,” Findlay

said. “It's easy to feel yourself
isolated.” e

Findiay, to whom the sprawl
of Western cities appeals — he
said he loves freeways — said he
did not think this aspect of Sun
City is necessarily bad. ’

“I would be one of the last
people to go up to a Sun Citian
and tell them they are wrong,”
he said. “It’s not better or
worse. It's just different.”
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o Iden oldie is Vincent Pucci’s 190s;viniqge golf-
sh::p?:g cart, which will be in the Sun City 25th
Anniversary parade.

‘My God,
did you do?’

By HELEN ALLEN
Staff Writer

{News-Sun photo)

Puccis pioneered
l:r.hailt.l tfl?:yt’ hgl; yan‘?‘;::ors:l)e; lﬁ;e

Vincent and Anna Pucci's vestigate Del Webb-. .
sons were sure their parents And they remained skepti-

were being swindled when

the cal, even after their Chicago

Puccis plunked down a deposit attorney found nothing wrong,

on a Sun City home in 1959,

% —They, page B23

£*HERPA
;Elained, came to Arizona on a
+house-hunting trip after her
‘mother, suffering from severe
asthma, was bluntly told by
the family doctor “to move to a
better climate .or make ar-
-rangements with an undertak.
er ”» L L

. They were-almost ready to
buy a home in Scottsdale, Mrs,
Greenlee said, when they
heard about a new retirement
‘community going up in the
west Valley and decided to
take a look, )

- What they found was a trail- -

er sitting in the ‘middle of a
cotton field near Grand and
107th avenues.. 7 ‘
All the salesman had to
show at that time, Mrs. Green.
lee said, were a bunch of bro-
chures with home sketches and
Del Webb’s concept of a retire.
ment community,
: MODEL HOMES then
were in the freshly poured con-
crete-slab stage. ‘
Despite everything, Mrs.
Greenlee said, her father be.
came intrigued with Webb’s
idea of a retirement communij.
-ty and told his wife to make
out a check for a substantial
-deposit on a home. ‘
- When the Puccis returned to
Chicago with the news, accord-

g O HEITdauphter; the famis
T§/s ihiSaiate vor

n-Greenlee
ENTS, ‘she ex-

.8 IMmediate reaction was: ="

_“How could you do that with

all the swindles going on?"”
HER OLDER brothers, she

' 8aid, "continued to be skeptical

even when their  parents got.
ready, a. few months later, to
move to.-their new Sun City
home.. .~ . o
“My brother told Pop,
‘You're the only ones who are
going to be out there,’ ” _
Accompanying them this
time was their 18-year-old
daughter. -~ = :
Mrs. Greenlee mentioned
that her own reaction, on
seeing Sun City for the first
time in early 1960 was,. “My
God, what did you do?” -
LOOKING BACK now, she
mused, the move turned out to
be the best thing that could
have happened to her parents,
who still live in their original
home on-Hacienda Drive. ,
Her father, she mentioned,
is now 91 and her mother, 78.-
Among their. enjoyments,
she said, was being able to
grow flowers and vegetables
year-round and meet people
from all parts of the country.
They also enjoyed- scooting
around the community in a
golf car, Mrs. Greenlee re-
marked, after poor eyesight
forced her father to give up
driving the family car.
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to keep themselves: ‘busy. 'Ifhe
active retu'ement wasn’t so ac-
tive,

So the company began gm
away color television sets an
other gifts as inducements for
attending club meetings, and
interest increased, Meeker said,

“We broke . the ice, 80" to
speak. They met each other, and
we became their silent partner
a coach or something,” he said.®

Through some tricky * ‘nego-

tiations, Childress was able to -

smooth over disputes ‘between
residents concerning the . Qak-
mont and Fairway recreatlon
centers. -

The settlement allowed Sun .
City residents to use all recre- .
ation “centers. Prevnously.»only‘-

residents “of ‘ specific" streets
could use the nearest recreat:on
center.. -

In parellel move "t - please
residents, the:company stopped
advertmng nationally- so::it

could invést in construction™of

more recréational facilities; “The
%::es Club and Vxevvpomt
() FRE )

“If we kept- the sw})le happy,‘- .,

they were the best salesmen:for
us,” Meeker: said. “They: had

pl ”, .

Chlld.ress sald he let'_ com-" :
rsonally " City,“and 8o ‘far’ in; Sun :ty

pany meetings - to -
visit the homes of residents wi
complaints’ ‘and “give” them
straight-answers about whether
}N’ebﬁ would correct .the: prob-
lem : _

. The problems “were small in

our 3 minds, but. hig; in: thelrr
: pdinds: It. was their Tast home,eﬁ

he sald “At least they got an -
answer.”

Meeker said residents,” hka?’

William Chapman, respon
by stepping forward to- make a
contribution to the community.-
At one point, Webb had plans to
build a 50-bed hospital.

But Chapman and other resl- "
dents insisted on a better hospi-

tal and raised $1.2 million to

“match a donation from the J.G. .

‘Boswell ‘Foundation, and Bos--

" well - Memorial Hospital was -
born in :1970. It now has- 355

beds.

residents: who started the Sun::
City Prides and the Sun City-:

Posse, ' organizations that. fur-

ther enhanced the communi s
appeal and benefited both

eeker said.

unpresswe clip of 20 a day.

7. With nio'land left, Webb's job s

......

“‘was_finished, and -the firm:
‘divested” 1tself of - all ‘Sun’ Cltf"_
holdings to invest in’ develop-’

confidence in-us- that’ we’d“doff’mem of Sun City’s httle slster :

what was ‘best .for all-of ‘the

Sun C:ty West. _
SO, we AT on e’
?Ttradxtxon establm ~in . Sun®

{West~I:think that's a- worth

* “while goal,” said Paul Tatz ‘the

development company’s current

-'president:and - chxef operatmg‘i

- officer. -

Webb . made donations ;to, i

le- and the company,,x

¥ Housm sales greddall roeei

and peeked at 3,485'in1977, an”?

‘A Conmuedfromsee

" from the

the retail space in the shopp::'
centers that the company built.-

In addition, Meeker
Webb he could make Sun i
succeed and, he said, Webhs
trusted him. C

Webb's gartner from theg
start, L.C. Jacobson, who had
picked out the land for Sun Cltyg
and arr fed for its pur

G. Boswell Co., 166t
VWebb,along with Breen. 33

Meeker took over as presi-i
dent of the development finn.;,
Childress became vice presn
dent, and Webb became 3
interested in the development

attitude” among the resxdenh.
ancithe ‘Webb" employees,

The problems- stemmed
“the philosphy that Weh"

should not be mvolved w:th the%

.As a result, ‘the ;..m
centers were not bemg used { 'f;j
their- potential,  and- residenigs
weren't forming enough groupe.

ill Continued on 5C5*




' Sun City Recalls 20 Years Of Growth

{Concluded from Page A-1)

recreational facilities and shopping
center.” '

 The Webb firm reported 237 homes
.. already had been sold. And the prices
¥iivbre up a little. -

‘ﬁomes sold ranged in price from

ing close to $10,000. The ones bor-

g for $9,750.

B November, 1959, the Webb Co.
rounced a nationwide contest to

ame the retirement community. Ad-

{8rtisements seeking a name ap-

Wspapers. :

;900 to $11,300 with the average '

ng the grassy fairways were’

afed in 27 of the nation’s largest ~

% . . ‘
saﬁ'ﬁe three iop prizes were a two- .

large number. came from California.
They  also ‘came from New Jersey,
New York, Oregon, Colorado, Minne-
sota, Michigan, Texas, lowa and New
Mexico. | ot

_The first tenent of Sun City's origi-
nal shopping center was Safeway.

By early April 1960, Sun City had
its own post. office. The first cacheted
cover bearing the Sun City postmark

_was given by;then Gov. Paul Fannin.

Thirty-one states were represented

.among Sup’Cify’s homeowners by

May 1960. The first out-of-state resi-

[

Y W gy

dents to occupy their new home were
George and Mae Bayne, formerly of
Seattle, Wash., and more recently of
Morro Bay, Calif. Bayne had retired
after more than 35 years with Tide-
water Qil Co.

By July 1960, more than 1,200
homes and coperative apartments had
been sold. Co

“‘The success of Sun City is un-
doubtably due to the fact that recrea-

“There is a resta
ping center. . »

Cost of the homes was now between  these people is 62.5 years* -
$8,500 and $12,250. Forty 1o 50 per- .
cent of the home sales were for cash, Sun City may have begun as a-

“Of the people living in Sun City,”
the writer continued, “60 percent are

“There is a3 community center with  half have an income higher than $3,-
a swimming pool, shuffleboard courts, 000, and only [4 percent have incomes

a bowling lawn, handicraft work of less than $3,000. The average net
, rooms, and an 18-hoie golf course. 1 {

worth of these retired families is $30,-
000. The average family group in Sun

urant and a shop- City has a bank account containing

more than, $6,000, The average, age of

dream.

But who dreamed, that "on ‘its. 20th’

tiqn and service attractions were completely retired. The average in- anniversary, the retirement “village”
built before- the homes,™ one writer  come ‘of the retired group is $5,450. would consist of nearly 26,000 homes

pointed out..

Of the retired families, more than occupied by 48,000 or more retirees?

e

HISTORY

SUN CITY

uggested . by five. contestants. E.A.
Britton of Eugene, Ore., won the two-
b_edrobm‘-h'c:“ge on the basis of a 25-
word statement as 16 why Sun City
i suggested. Second prize, a fair-
ayelot, went to Sally Benson, then of
ungtown. Tied for third and each
eiving “a two-week vacation were
‘Mrs, M.B. Shurber, of Flagstaff, Mae
Lulley, of Medicine Lodge; Kan., and
-Herbert Lindeman of Fort Wayne,
‘Phoenix and Arizona senior citizens
ere among. the majority of the origi- .
-nal buyers. However, a surprisingly -
D 4. PR . . .

~-have a name. -
:\‘2 PO 4 .

i

ptember, 1959, .

]t began as a_dream in_a cotfon -
Patc an ail alfalfa field. .. ... ...
In the beginning, it didn't even .

‘A retirement community that will
yentually have more than 1,600
i is the way onewriter de-
“Scribed the proposed development in

feet of living space to three bedrooms
with two baths and 1,200 square feet
of living-area.:# .~
-The Del E. 'Webb Construction”Co.
said the “village” would be a complete
community for_senior Citizens, who,
though -retired  or semi-retired, still

are comparitively 'young and seekirig -

a place to live in a community which

shaor $8,000t0 $10,500, retirees could * will provide the-facilities necessary {o
Y their dream: house. One model -enjoy their “privileged years” ' -
§-said 1o be the pnly $9,000 home in' - ¥ 3 S
%anierica bordering on grassy fair-
wways of a régulation golf course.

Thg ho'us_es;a would-vary fror;i. two-  the Boswell Farms. - -

bedroom-” and bath .with 900 square '

dfoom home on the golf course, a - g3 Y T L N : B ' .
$ly improved fairway lot and a two- § N ] [ : . N &

Qeg( vacation ai-the Hiway House ‘ U y. e r . - row X
fofor Hotel.. - .~ . -~ v ' - -~ FE e btz 4;u'.ax..xj-ZIT§o. B i
Participation was limited to per- :"‘.{ . BY KENNETH ABLINE; . . ' ’ Initially, 555 homes Qould be con-
sons 50 years of age or oider. - é : ngetteiReporter - --Sun City Column, Page C-] Cstracted.. | - S
"~ “Sun Oity,” the winning name, was _,:’i-‘Sun City: - Also,. t_he;f_ir's_t nine holes of an 18-

hale; golf .coursé 'were already under
construction 'and. “land for the second

nine holes” had been set aside.

“The commercial center, fronting
in the main highway, will place shops
and medical facilities within walking °
distance” of the retirees’ homes” a
story noted. “Two. nationally known '
firms already have contracted for -
space, .. " . . Lo

Four months later, the community®

K o Co i+ - bad’a namé and; more than-100,000
-The. initial development, the Webb enior citizefe %iamy, " P
firm. stated, was to" be. on part of . senior citizens“jammed” the new de-

20,000 acres.recently acquired from *

velopment "td".,‘gggi;ir. the: model homes,

" Turn to SUN: CITY, Page A-18
- ik KA e
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PRIOR TO THE 200-persan groundbreaking al Sun City West,
chief speakers had some fun moving dirl. From lefi: Devco Presi-
dent John Meeker; Arizona Senator Dennis DeConcini; Hank

At Sun City—First The Official

Following are sclected quotes from remarks by the prin-
cipals picturcd ahove:

Wesley Bolin — “The State of Arizona wishes Del Webb
every success.”

Dennis DeConcini — “Del Wehb cpitomizes the success
for which Arizona is known.”

R. H. Johnson — “We are used to amazing things happen-
ing in Sun City. To imagine that less than 10 years ago,
Sun City was a community of 12,000 pcople south of Grand
Avenue. Today it is Arizona’s seventh largest city, 43,000
population.

“Mr. Webb would be proud to sce what Sun City has
become. But he would not have been surprised — because
at his passing in 1974, his drcam had been realized.

“Although Mr. Webb took keen interest in Sun City, the
community’s growth and progress have come primarily
through the vision, creativity and initiative of John Meceeker
and his stalff.

“Now, as Sun City nears completion, John and his asso-
ciates have coneeived a new master plan and are ready to
begin its development. John, we look forward to the grand
opening ceremonies. Sun City West, like its predecessor
should be something very special to see and cxperience.
Thank you.”

Hank Raymond — “Thank you, John. “I'm pleased to
have the opportunity of representing the J. B. Boswell Com-
pany and President Jim Boswell in these ceremonics that

Raymond, vice-president of the J. G. Boswell Company, land
holder and partner with Webb in Sun City; Webb Chairman
R. H. Johnson and Arizona Gevernor Wesley Bolin.

Words, Then Some Fun

mark the start of a brand new city of which Arizona will
be proud.

“I say this with conlidence because we have Sun City
as an example of what the Del Webb Development Co, can
do. It has transformed farmland into one of the most mag-
nificent communities in the United States.

“Now the Wehb Company will usc its expertisc and 18
years of experience to create for mature Americans another
unique and modern city.”

John Meeker — “Suddenly society is taking a new fresh
look at older Americans, their elders, and saying maybe the
best is yet to be — after all.

“Older people really arc very much alive and vibrant. I
guess the Sun City message is getting through.

“Eighteen years ago, when society in general was saying
‘old’ is a time of uselessness and inactivity, Del E. Webb
and his associates were creating ‘an active new way of life’
for those mature adults who refused to listen to such
nonsense.

“And in 18 years they succeeded in taking what the Webb
Company had built and made it a dynamie thriving city for
seniors. And you know what comes after your senior year —
— Commencement — a new beginning,

“Sun Citians continue to achieve, contribute and enjoy
life to the fullest. What an inspiration they are to others and
to us. Finally, they are making us all realize you can be old
chronologically hut young physically and psychologically.

“Age is an attitude.”
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Present Facilities

These were among facilities as Sun
City marked its 18th birthday with a
population of approximately 43,000:

Six recfeation complexes. Residents
pay 32 per year per person for use of
facilities. They own the recreation cen-
ters and have set up a non-profit cor-
poration with paid staff to govern and
maintain them. To provide an orderly
pattern of use of their facilities, Sun
Citians have formed over 300 clubs and
organizations.

8-hole golf courses. Three are
private couniry clubs. Of the seven
public courses, two are par 60 executive
type courses.

Sun City’s Sun Bowl, A 7,500
capacity outdoor amphitheater, grass-
terraced and with shell-type stage. “Top
Stars’ have performed here.

Sun City Stadium. Spring training
headquarters for the Milwaukee Brew-
ers and home field for the Sun City

Saints, a women’s amateur softbali
team.

Sixteen restaurants.

Twenty-five religious organizations.
These meet in their own house of wor-
ship or in community rooms.

Thirty branch banks and savings and
lean companies, plus five brokerage
houses,

Walter O. Boswell Memorial Hos-
pital. This modern medical facility with
200 beds in constructing a third nursing
tower. When the $10 million project is
completed, Boswell will have 261 beds.

Sun Valley Lodge. A nursing and
health care facility operated by the
United Church of Sun City.

Beverly Manor Convalescent Center.
This 165-bed care facility is expected to
open in December.

Sunshine Service. Provides medical
and sick room equipment, wheel chairs,
emergency beds, children’s equipment
and many other services on a free-loan
basis to residents.

Lakes Club. This private dining
facility on Viewpoint Lake has a large

dining room with dance area, cocktail
lounge and bar, and 500 capacity
ballroom.

Heading Ranch. Location of Sun
City's trap and skeet range, small bore
rifie and pistol range and archery lists.
Also has a large picnic area with
covered cabanas, tables and benches,
water, barbeques and dance floor.

Agricultural Gardens. The Webb
Company furnishes 20 X 40 plots free,
plus water,

Trailer Compound. Residents have
enclosed park for trailers, campers,
boats, etc., at a minimal annual fees

Rancho Estates. Features homes on
acre or larger lots, ranch-fenced corrals,
optional stalls and tack room, and bri-
dle paths leading to the ncarby Agua
Fria dry river bed.

Sun City’s Heritage Home Show.
Offers 21 different Yloor plans featur-
ing four distinctive modes of living.
Included arc single family homes,
duplexes, garden apartments, and four-
somes. Prices range from $40,990 to
$77,490.
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ONLY SEVERAL DAYS after it opened, on Jan. 3, 1960, when
this aerial photo snapped by Jerry Mcloin showed fines of
traffic waiting lo park, Sun City seemed on its way fo success.

Before, no one was cerfain what would happen to the mulli-
million dollar Webb invesiment. (See story below.)

Sun City, Arizona A Question Mark Before Opening

There's a new edition in the saga of America’s most amaz-
ing and successful rcal estate venture. The latest version,
titled “Sun City West,” will be finished whep 13,000 acres
are completely developed by the yebb Corporation,

Success is not in doubt.

Contrary to its sister community, which opened on the
faith of Webb planners, Sun City West has already registered
thousands of potential buyers.

No Sun City West Doubters

No one doubted [ast December when a core area was
announced to include an 18-hole golf course, rec center,
shopping center and a 7,000-seat domed center.

No cone questioned a press release which said the first
5,700-acre phase would accommodate 32,500 people in
17,000 housing units, with construction exceeding $1 billion.

Or that jobs for approximately 55,588 workers would
generate $662 million in wages.

How It Was In 1959

The Webb Corporation was 32 years old, nationally
known in construction circles, when it announced Sun City
in mid-1959.

Earlier in the decade the firm had launched a multi-state
motel chain (HiwayHousc), completed an entire town (San
Manuel, Ariz.), built and co-owned the first Phoenix shop-

ping center (Uptown Plaza) and developed a number of
respectable housing tracts in Arizona.

Before opening, Webb completed at Sun City a motel,
model homes and apartments, a golf course and recreation
complex and a shopping center,

National Ad Campaign

It conducted a national advertising campaign to name
the town and attract buyers (a period which happily coin-
cided with the Valley's largest in-migration to that date).

Yet, with all indicators positive, with proof Webb had
previously succeeded in every ingredient of community
development, no one was prepared for Sun City's success.

Arizona’s largest newspaper did not assign a reporter to
the grand opening.

Pcople Had Been Neoticing

People, however, had been taking notice.

They wanted to check out a project billed as offering “An
Active New Way of Life,” and being touted in radio jingles
which began, “Wake Up and Live In Sun City!”

During a four-day grand opcning — Dec. 31, 1959, and
Jan. 1, 2 and 3, 1960 — traffic was snarled waiting to cnter
the project.

(Continued on Page 7)
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SUN CITY used excellen! marketing fools
upon opening, including a & by 12-foot
floor model of first facilities and homes
(shown af right). Todoy it would be
dwarfed by Sun Cily West's 20 squore
foof model, seen above.

CHD

Even Sociologists Are Becoming ‘True Sun Ci

(Continued from Page 6)

Sales for the long weckend were 272 units . . . a very

impressive beginning.
National Media Take Note

National media was sometimes less than enthusiastic.
Life and Look magazines did favorahle photo features. In
1962, Time Magazine [eatured Del E. Webb on its cover,
and described in detail the builder and the town he founded.
Time described the Webb corporation as “the nation's lead-
ing builder of retirement cities,” a role it has never relin-
quished.

Sociologists Sometimes Criticized

Yet for every Life, Look and Time article, a sociologist
found a national forum to criticize Sun City and its resi-
dents for moving to a town where new home sales barred
school age children (wclcogy,f however, to visit grandpar-
ents and use recreation facifities) and for “retreating [rom
reality.”

It wasn't long, bowever, before Sun City groups were

receiving publicity for generosity toward the less fortunate
among themselves and (o those in surrounding communitics.

One 1973 survey, [or example, revealed a smatl group (38
women) had already raised $68,000 in cash for needy chil-
dren. If not on so large a scale, dozens of similar examples
were revealed.

Others served in non-paying eivic, church and govern-
mental capacities.

ty Believers'

Attitude Turns Favorable

Fewer and fewer socalled experts were terming Sun City

a “geriatric ghetto.”

Today Sun Citians are welcomed for their contributions
in talents and taxes, and Sun City is now better received

among sociologists.

About Sun City, the
Christian Science Monitor
wrote in December: “Suc-
cess breeds success. And
what success has bred in
Sun City, one of the coun-
try's pioneer planned
retirement communities, is
the ‘sold out’ sign.”

When the Webb Corpo-
ration officially announced
Sun City West in Decem-
ber the Arizona Republic
opened an editorial this
way:

“"Having developed one
fabulously successful Sun
City in Arizona, the Del E.
Wehb Development Co. is
going for two.”

2 . i

NATIONAL magazines soon
recognized Svn City. Exam-
ining on August, 1962 cover
story on Del Webb were Sun
City residents Dr. and Mrs.
Chester Meade.
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How We Looked In Print ‘We Remember It Well

JOHN MEEKER, right, and Owen Childress reminisce about
Dec. 31, 1959, at Sun City West groundbreaking juncheon.

We asked Devco President John Meeker and Webb
Exec. Vice-Pres. Owen Childress, who played key roles
in the first Sun City, o sum up their feelings as Webb
launched a billion dollar phase of expansion.

John Meeker — “In my fondest dreams I could not
envision the progress that would occur during the next
18 years. Little did we know the number of lives that we
would affcct, touch or change when this new community
was started.

“Because of the courage of our company Lo undertake
and fulfill all its promises, thousands of people have been
able to enjoy morc meaningful and happy retirement
years.

“These past 18 ycars have been a most rewarding
experiencc for me personally and 1 hope I will be ablc
to continuc to be involved with the dynamic development
of Sun City West.”

* * =

Owen Childress — 1 remember that John Meeker and
I spent New Year's Eve putting the final touches on the
sales office in preparation for Sun City's opening the
following day. As we Were leaving the project, and had
just locked the sales office door, almost as if by a signal

" Concrete, steel and lumber can make the buildings, we turned to each other and asked the same question: ‘Do
\ you think anybody will come?

but Q)”P[‘ make the community. g'-’q"’”'” we car “The answer to that question, of course, is history and

realize a Oya_y-Of-_gffg unprmﬁmfa?b; Gfmn’m_ " is certainly demonstrated in what 1 think everyone will

agree is the premier retirement community in the world.

“Also a reward I have gotlen from Sun City, over and
above the pride in being associated with an operation
which has been successful for the Company, has to do
with the residents themselves.

] ean remcmber talking to one couple who had just
Del E. Webb finished signing their sales agreement, and were very
excited. The husband was s0 racked with arthritis that he

President .
could barely sign the sales agreement.

“I remember the warm feeling I received when by
chance some eight or nine months later 1 happened to run
into them on the golf coursc. They had just finished
playing the first nine holes of golf they had ever played.

ORIGINAL SUN CITY brochure cover is reproduced at “Seeing years added to this gentleman’s life, as well as
top. Immediately above isa prophetic quote by Del Webb, other Sun City residents I have come in contact with, is
part of the brochure’s infroduction, which became a something I will carry with me for many years to come.”

truth now widely recognized.
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Fun Run In Sun City

Sun Citians Living Up To Their ‘Active’ Reputation!

On Feb. 12, more than 400 people gave new meaning to
the word “active™ in Sun City's original slogan.

They walked, jogged and ran in Sun City’s first annual
5,000 meter “Fun Run.”

Winner was Les Hebert, 43, of Phocnix. He ran the
3% -mile back street “course” in 19:05, averaging 614
minutes per mile.

In the 50-59 age bracket, the winners were Clair Decker
of Glendale, 20:00, and Norma Richardson of Ternpe 30:04.

In the 60-69 year class, the winning marks were sct by
Richard Elton, 21:49, and Edna Laflin, 28:40, both of Sun

7Y 500

I 2w

.

% ’ : 9: . _ T
V5000 METE
f ' 4 fhes

City.

In the 70-79 ycar class, winners were “Mac™ McLeod,
23:02, of Mecsa, and Mia Wilhusen, 39:05, of Sun City.

The previous day a three-hour physical fitness seminar
included an address by 70-year-old “Mac™ McLeod of Mesa,
winner of his age bracket in the Sun City contest, who
recently completed the 26-mile Hawaii Marathon.

MclLeod had been averaging 2500 miles per month, and
last November completed 24,000 miles of running.

Also speaking at the seminar, open and free o the public,
were threc doctors and a nurse.

il
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Sun City openad in January of 1960. Over 100,000 visitors viewed the

New community during the bremiere, and 272 homes were sold the first

weekend.

SALES. . .

That initial year ended with sales of 1,301 homes and apartments.
Sales for 1977 totalled 4,189 with a valuation of $204,041,866.

POPULATION. . .

The community now has more than 48,000 residents, making it the seventh

largest community in Arizona.

ORIGINAL FACILITIES. . .
Prior to openiﬁg, Sun City already had:

A. A Recreation Center with swimming pool, lawn bowling greens,
shuffleboard courts, auditorium, club and meeting rooms and hobby
studios. v

B, Nine holes of the first golf course, with the second nine holes
under ceonstruction.

C. Grand Shopping Center.

D. Motor hotel with restaurarnt.

E. Model homes.

PRESENT FACILITIES. . .
A. Seven recreation complexes.
They offer the feollowing facilities:
1. Seven swimming pools (one indoor).
2. & lawn bowling greens

3., 72 shuffleboard courts (18 air-conditioned, indoor).
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4. Four minlature golf courses.
5, Studios for almost every kind of hobby or craft.
6. Card and meeting rooms.
7. Exercise rooms.
8. Therapy pools.
9. Five auditoriums (one with 1,800 capacity).
10. 13 tennis courts.
11. Picnic area with scenic waterfall, cabanas, barbeques.
12. 32 Bo#ling Lanes,
~ l13. Bocci and horseshoe courts.
l4. BPBoating and fishing lake.
15. Pool and billiards rooms.
Bell Recreation Center features a 40,000-volume library and the community's

first handball, racquetball and volleyball courts.

-
Residents currently pay §40 per year per person for use of these facilities.
(Exception: A minimal line rate is charged for bowling and nominal "club fees"
are charged for lawn bowling ;nd the use of certain arts and crafts facilitiss).
Residents own the recreation centers and have set up a non-profit corporation with
paid staff to govern éﬁd maintain them. To provide an orderly pattern of use
of their facilities, Sun Citians have formed over 300 clubs and organizations
in the categories of civic, church, charitable, recreation and service.
B. Eleven golf courses, ten l8~hole layouts ard one 9-hole:' Three
of these are private country clubs. Of the eight community courses,

three are par-60 executive courses, the other five are full sized

par-72 layouts.

C. Sun City's Sun Bowl is a 7,500=capacity outdoor amphitheater, grass-
terraced with a shell-type stage. Top stars who have performed here

include Liberace, Jimmy-Duvrante, Guy Lombardo, Al Hirt,
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Lawrence Welk and his Champagne Music Makers, Henry Mancini, Roger
williams, Pete Fountain, Roberta Peters and many others. This facility
will be superceded in September.l980 with the opening of the spectacular
7,169-seat Sundome Center for the Performing Arts in Sun City West.

The Sundome, boasting a sound and acoustical system that will make
everyone think he's sitting front row center, will host some 120 shows
during the 1980-81 season.

Sun City Stadium is spring training headquarters for the American League
Milwaukee Brewers and home field for the Sun City Saints, a nationally-
known women's amateur softball team.

Lakev?ew and Bell Center Lanes are modern, completely automated,

16-lane bowling facilities. They feature the new electronically
computerized scoring machines.

Six major shopping centers. There are now approximately 350

businesses and professional offices in the community.

16 fine restaurants, plus nine golf course and bowling alley coffee
shops and three dining rooms in private clubs.

35 religious organizations meet in their own house of worship or

in commun{gy rooms. (27 have built their own houses of worship).

16 branch banks and 23 savings and loan offices, plus 5 brokerage houses.
walter O. Boswe;l Memorial Hospital, a modern medical facility with
izzzgeds. The circular patient wings with centrally located nursing
stations provide visual monitoring and guick access to every room.

The hopsital 1s designed for expansion to 400 rooms. Pl rewes el s
Seven medical buildings. The largest provides 100,000 square feet

of useable office space for doctors, dentists, laborateries,

pharmacies, x-ray offices and other medical technicians.
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sun Valley Lodge, a nursing and health care facility operated by
the United Church of Sum odty.
Baverly Manor Co.néescent Center, a new 195-bed care facility,
features three 65-bed wings, two for skilled nursing and cne for
parsonal care. .
The carillons, an 84-unit catered 1living facility for residents
who wish to maintain individuality and independence, yet have necessary
services avail_a.ble under the same roof.
sunshine Service provides medical and sick room equipment, wheel
chairs, emergency beds and children's equipment and many other
services on a free-lcan basis to residents.
Lakes club, a private dining facility on Viewpoint Lake. It has
a large dining room with dance area, cocktail lounge and bar, and
500-capacity ballroom. .
Heading Ranch, the location of Sun City's trap and skeet range,
small bore rifle and pistol range and archery lists.
Agricultural Gardens, where residents are assigned 20 x 40 plots
where they can grow vegetable gardens. The Webb Company furnishes
the land and water.

frailer compound provides residents with enclosed park for trailers,

campers, boats, etc. at a minimal annual fee.

Rancho Estates features homes on acre or larger lots, ranch-fenced
corrals, option stalls and tack room, and bridal paths leading to the
nearby Agua Fria river bed. Stables are also available west of

Riverview Golf Course for horse owners living in other parts of Sun City.
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Bell Plaza, an office building complex consisting of the Del E.

Webh Development Company Administrative Office and an identical

rental office building.

V. 5Sun City West Model Home Show offers 20 different floor plans

featuring four distinctive modes of living. Included are single.

family homes, duplexes, patio apartments, and garden apartments.

Basic prices range from $56,990 to §$112,990 (subject to change -

-

without notice}. /' :

4, SUN CITY WEST. . .

With Sun City;'s development nearly complated, the Del E. Webb Development
Company has built a new resort-retirement community - Sun City West.
Like its sister city to the east;’ Sun City West 1s a complete environment
tatlored to the needs and desiras of persons 50 years of age and older.
Standing by its conviction that active retiremsnt lends immeasurable
quality to one's mature years, the Webb Company has created in Sun City
West a community abundant in cultural, creative and racreational
opportunities.

5. VACATION SPECIAL . . .
Sun City West offers a one-week introductory vacation (2 weeks May 1 to
December 15) in a lovely, furnished apartment for $§200 ($275 1f a return
visit). BHusband or wife must be 50 years or older, The vacatlon package
includes gquest activity card for use of recreation facilities, two rounds
of golf, steak dinner, buffet breakfast and tour of Sun City and Sun City West.
Rates will lncrease December 15, 1980 to §225 for introductory visit and
$300 for return visit (i.a. thegse new rates are now in effect for apartment

occupancy on and after December 16, 1880).
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Only two decades ago the area 12 miles northwest of Phoenix, Ariz.,
was largely uninhabited. Instead of people, there flourished thousands
of acres of cotton and lettuce.

Today the area is the site of Arizona's seventh largest city--5Sun
City--the world's premiere resort-retirement community and the place some
45,000 persons proudly call home.

The nearly 20-year span in between has been characterized by a
commitment that active retirement lends immeasurable quality to one's
after-50 years. 1It's also been characterized by growth, growth so
phenominal, in fact, that sometime during the next 12 months the last
house in Sun City will be occupied and by early fall 1978 the sister-
community of Sun City West is expected to welcome its first residents.

Sun City waf/;he Bfainchild of the late Del E. Webb, who had parlayed
a hammer and saw into a multi-million dollar corporation with interests
ranging from construction and land development to hotel operations and
property management.

Knowing that persons of retirement-age were more interested in the
present than in promises, Webb had built a complete recreation center, a
golf course, a shopping center and a hotel with restaurant before the first
home was even sold.

The community was an immediate success. During the first week-end of
the January, 1960, opening, 272 homes were sold. Thousands of visitors
flocked in to see what this new city had to offer America's retirees.

At year-end home sales totaled 1,301 and the community had a population
of 2,500. By 1965 the population had risen to 8,000 and it jumped to 15,000

by 1970.
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Community facilities have kept pace with this rapid growth. Sun
City now has six recreation centers, with construction on a seventh to
begin this year.

In planning new recreation complexes, several things are taken into
consideration. Population growth and frequency of use of existing facilities
point up certain needs. The wishes of the residents, determined through
surveys, also are used in rec centers planning.

The first recreation center had a swimming pool, shuffleboard courts, a
lawn bowling green, arts and crafts studiocs, meeting and card rooms and an

. auditorium,

The later complexes include many of these facilities, and have added
things like bowling lanes, miniatﬁre golf courses, exercise rooms, weaving
rooms, pool and billlard-areas, therapy baths, tennis,rpipg pong, bocci ball,
lakes for boating and fishing and a picnic area with scenic waterfall, cabanas
and barbecues.

Sundial Recreation Center features Arizona's largest indoor swimming
pool, its first indeor, ;lr—conditioned shuffleboard courts and its only
synthetic-surfaced lawn bowling green.

Bell Recreation Center has a 40,000-volume library and the community's
First handball, racquetball and volleyball courts.

Residents pay only $40 per person per year for use of all recreational
facilities. The only exception is bowling at Lakeview and Bell Lanes, where
a minimal line rate is charged.

Sun City is truly a golfer's paradise. There are 10 courses in the
community, all 18-hole layouts. Three of these are private country clubs and
two are par-60 executive courses. The area's 11th course, a 9-hole layout, will

be ready for play this fall.
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For the green thumbers, Sunm City has its Agricultural Gardens, where
gardeners can farm a 20 x 40-foot plot with water provided.
The community also has its own.baseball-softball stadium. ODuring
the spring, Sun City Stadium is training headguarters for the American
League Milwaukee Brewers. Then in late spring and summer it becomes the
home of the renowned Sun City Saints women's amateur softball team.
*Six miles north of town is Heading Ranch, where Sun Citians can take
) advantage of a trap and skeet range and small bore rifle, pistol and archery
ranges. A desert picnic area for residents also has been constructed on the
property, with cabanas, tables and benches, a large dance floor, barbecues
and running water.
A few miles to the west is Magma of Sun City, a wild game hunting |
'presérve where sportsmen can hunt pﬁeasant and chukar using game dogs.
But Sun City is more than fFacilities--it's people . People living
their retirement years in an active, healthful manner.
Accordingly, Sun Citians have formed more than 300 clubs and organizations.
Among these are Sun City's Rhythm Ramblers Band, an all-resident, musical group
boasting 19 active members. It plays for Chuckwagon Dinners. Several other
resident bands provide music for the Saturday night dances., Qther musical
groups include tHe Women's Chorus, Male Chorus, Handbell Ringers, Organ Club,
dance bands and quiciaﬁértlub.
Dancing is a favorite community pasttime and various clubs feature sguare,
round, continental and ballroom dancing.
The Sun City Players, a thespian group, stages several plays a year.
Card clubs range from bridge and pinochle to euchre, cribbage and whist.

Sun City's Rose and Garden Club conducts one of the finest rose shows in the

West.
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The Sun City Camera Club and Rockhounds visit Arizona's scenic wonders,
as do members of the Power Riders motorcycle club and the Horse and Carriage
Club. B

Many of the-Clubs are charity oriented. For example, the Sun City
Puppet Club, a group of 38 women who sew and sell, has raised and donated
more than $160,000 to children's charities in the Phoenix area.

No list of clubs would be complete without mention of the many service,
fraternal, patriotic and church organizations within the community, several
of which are the largest and most active in the state.

For cultural entertainment, Sun Citians need look no farther than
their own backyards. The Sun City Symphony Orchestra performs five concerts
each season. The community's Fine Arts Series brings in top musicians from
around the world and its Lecture Series presents well-known celebrities and
newsmakers.

One of the area's top attractions is the Sun Bowl, a 7,500-seat capacity
outdoor amphitheater. A winter-season Celebrity Series presents such stars as
Liberace, Guy Lombardo, Jimmy Durante, Lawrence Welk and his‘Champagne Music
Makers, Roberta Peters, Carol Lawrence, Burl Ives, Roger Williams and Al Hirt
to overflowing Sun Bowl crowds.

Interspersed with the headliner shows are free events and concerts, which
keep the Sun Bowl busy throughout the vyears.

Almost every religious denomination is represented in Sun City and more
than 25 congregations meet in their own houses of worship or in community halls.,

The community also has one of the finest medical facilities in the
country in the 200-bed Walter 0. Boswell Memorial Hospital. It features modern

circular patient Wfags with centrally located nurses statiens providing visual
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monitoring and quick access to every room. The hospital is designed for
expansion to 400 rooms. With the recent completion of a third nursing
tower--a $10 million project--Boswell now has a complement of 261 beds.

There are also four medical buildings in town, with the newest,

Lakeview Medical Arts Center, having more than 100,000 square feet of
office space for doctors, dentists, laboratories, pharmacies, x-ray offices
and other medical tgchnicians.

Sun Valley'f;dge, the community's first nursing and health care
facility, was founded by United Church of Sun City. The new Beverly
Manor Convalescent Center, a 195-bed care facility, features three 65-bed
wings, two for skilled nursing and one for personal care.

Augmenting the excellent medical services available is Sunshine Service,
an organization supported by local charities and directed by Rev. Duane
Thistlethwaite. This unique institution loans sick-room equipment and
supplies to residents at no cost. The Sunshine Service warehouse has every-
thing from hospital beds, bed pans and exercise equipment to crutches, splints
and wheelchairs. There is even a supply of children's beds, chairs and play-
pens to help out when grandchildren are visiting. Additional services include
arranging sick rodm and hospital visitations, locating nursing aid or a
companion, and even arranging emergency loans.

Bordering Viewpoint Lake, one of two lakes in Sun City, is the Lakes
Club, a private dining facility with membership limited to Sun City residents
and local business people. It features a large dining room overlooking the
lake, a comfortable cocktail lounge and a 500-seat capacity banquet room.

Sun City is the home of more than 350 commercial businesses and profes-
sional offices, most of them located in the community's six large shopping

centers. Construction is scheduled to begin soon on a seventh.
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To accommodate visitors, the King's Inn hotel has 100 medern rooms,
a swimming pool, 0Old English dining room, large coffee shop, cocktail
lounge and bar,

The Inn also maintains a series of rental apartments that supplement
Sun City's Visitor's Vacation Special Flan. Designed to provide prospective
buyers with a sampling of Sun City living, the Vacation offers a one week
stay (two weeks during the summer) in a comfortable apartment for $150. The
package includes two‘rounds of golf, a breakfast and Sun City tour, a Chuck-
wagon Dinner and guest activity card for use of community recreational

facilities.

Sun City West Model Homes border Willowcreek Golf Course. On display
are 21 different ?I;or plans featuring four distinctive modes of living.

These include single-family homes, duplexes, garden court apartments and
foursomes. Base prices for living units range from $43,990 to $81,490.

Sun City's financial institutions include 30 branch banks and savings
and loan companies and five brokerage houses.

To maintain the beauty and uncluttered cleanliness of the city, a fenced
trailer compound has been provided for storage of campers, motor homes, boats,
and trailers.

When Sun City's 8,900-acre master plan is completed in 1978 it is esti-
mated that the community will have a population of 48,500. The first phase of
Sun City West will cover 5,700 acres, with a projected population of 32,500.

The developer of Sun City and Sun City West is the Del E. Webb Develop-
ment Co., a subsidiary of Ehe Del E. Webb Corporation. The Development Company
President is John W. Meeker. He is assisted by Executive Vice-President Joe
Aubin.

The company administrative offices are located in Bell Plaza, 17220

Boswell Boulevard.
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Del E. Webb was 75 when he passed away July &4, 1974, leaving an
international building, development and management corporation as a lasting
monument to his creative genius. Mr. Webb's building achievements range
from Madison Square Garden in New York to the Kuilima Hotel in Hawaii, but
he often said the one in which he took the greatest pride and satisfaction
was Sun City. His pride was justified.

The editor of Arizona Highways Magazine, Joseph Stacey, said in his
June, 1974 issue: "We see in Sun City, Arizona, a festival of diverse interests
of civie, commercial, social, patriotic and aesthetic endeavors and accomplish-
ments unmatched in promise and performance anywhere in the world.

"Sun City is one of the most wonderful things that has happened in the
United States of America. And in a world of beautiful 'places and wonderful

things, that's something very special."
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Only two decades ago the area 12 miles northwest of Phoenix, Arizona
was largely uninhabited. Instead of people, there flourished thousands
of acres of cotton and lettuce.

Today the area is the site of Arizona's seventh largest city - Sun City -
the world's premiere resort-retirement community and the place some
48,000 persons proudly call home.

The nearly 20-year span in between has been characterized by a commitment
that active retirement lends immeasurable quality to one's after-50 years.
It's also been characterized by growth, growth so phenomenal, in fact, that
sometime during the next 12 months the last house in Sun City will be occupied.
A new sister-community called Sun City West welcomed its first residents
October 16, 1978 and already has a population of over 6,000.

Sun City was the brainchild of the late Del E. Webb, who had parlayed
a hammer and saw into a mutti-million dollar corporation with interests
ranging from constrd;;;on and land development to hotel operations and
broperty management.

Knowing that persons of retirement age were more interested in the
present than in promises, Webb had built a complete recreation center,

a golf course, a shopping center and a hotel with restaurant before the
first home was even sold,

The community was an immediate success. During the first week-end of
the January, 1960 opening, 272 homes were sold. Thousands of visitors flocked
in to see what this new city had to offer America's retirees.

At year-end home sales totaled 1,301 and the community had a population

of 2,500. By 1965 the population had risen to 8,000 and it jumped to

15,000 by 1970.
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Community facilities have kept pace with this rapid growth. Sun City
now has seven recreation centers.

In planning new recreation complexes, several things are taken into
consideration. Population growth and frequency of use of existing facilities
point up certain needs. The wishes of the residents, determined through
surveys, also are used in rec centers planning.

The first recreation center had a swimming pool, shuffleboard courts,

a lawn bowling green, arts and crafts studios, meeting and card rooms and

an auditorium.

The later complexes include many of these facilities, and have added
bowling ianes, miniature golf courses, exercise rooms, weaving rooms, pool

_and billiard areas, therapy baths, tennis, ping pong, bocci ball, lakes for

boating and fishing and a picnic area with scenic waterfall, ramadas and .
barbecues.

sundial Recreation Center features Arizona's largest indoor swimming
pool, its first indoor, air-conditioned shuffleboard courts and its only
sgnthetic-surface& lawn bowling green.

Bell Recreation Center has a 40,000 volume library and the communify's
first handball, racquetball and volleyball courts.

Sun City is trufgfa golfer's paradise. There are 1l courses in the
cormunity, 10 of them l18-hole layouts. Three of these are private country
clubs and two are par-60 executive courses.

Every Sun City homeowner is an owner of all seven recreation centers through
membership in Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc., a non-profit organization.

The annual membership fee is currently just $40 per resident (subject to periodic

adjustment to maintain break-even operation).
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For the green thumbers, Sun City has its Agricultural Gardens, where
gardeners can farm a 20 x 40-foot blot with water provided.

The community also has its own baseball-softball stadium. During the
spring, Sun City Stadium is training headquarters for the American League
Milwaukee Brewers. Then in late spring and summer it becomes the home of
the renowned Sun City Saints women's amateur softball team.

Six miles north of town is Heading Ranch, where Sun Citians can take
advantage of a trap and skeet range and small bore rifle, pistol and
archery ranges.

A few miles to the west is Magma of Sun City, a private wild game
‘hunting preserve wherersportsmen can hunt pheasant and chukar using game
dogs under annual membership or day rates.

But Sun City is more than facilities--it's beople. People living their
retirement years in an active, healthful manner.

Accordingly, Sun Citians have formed more than 300 clubs and organizations.
Among these are Sun Citg's Rhythm Ramblers Band, an all-resident, musical
group‘boasting 19 active members. It plays for Chuckwagon Pinners. Several
other resident bands provide music for the Saturday night dances. Othef
musical groups include the Women's Chorus, Male Chorus, Handbell Ringers,
Organ Club, dance bands and Musicians Club.

Dancing is a favorite community pastime and various clubs feature
square, round, contifgntal);hd ballroom dancing.

The Sun City Players, a thespian group, stages several plays a year.

Card Clubs range from bridge and pinochle to euchre, cribbage and whist.
Sun City's Rose and Garden Club conducts one of the finest rose shows in the

Wast.
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The Sun City Camera Club and Rockhounds visit Arizona's scenic wonders,
as do members of the Power Riders motorcycle club and the Horse and Carriage
Club. _—

Many of the cluﬁg/;re charity oriented. For example, the Sun City Puppet Club,
a group of 38 women who sew and sell, has raised and donated more than $170,000
to children's charities in the Phoenix area.

No list of clubs would be complete without mention of the many service,
fraternal, patriotic and church organizations within the community, several
of which are the largest and most active in the state.

For cultural entertainment, 5Sun Citians need look no farther than their
‘own backyards. The Sun City Symphony Orchestra performs five subscription
concerts each season. The community's Fine Arts Series brings in top
musicians from around the world and its Lecture Series presents well-known
celebrities and newsmakers.

One of the area's top attractions has been the Sun Bowl, a 7,500-~seat
capacity outdoor amphitheater. A winter-season Celebrities Series presents
such stars as Liberace, Guy Lombardo, Jimmy Durante, Lawrence Welk and his
Champagne Music Makers, Roberta Peters, Carol Lawrence, Burl Ives, Roge;
Williams and Al Hirt to overflowing Sun Bowl crowds.

This facility will be superceded in September 1980 with the opening of
the spectacular 7,169-seat Sundome Center for the Performing Arts in Sun City
West. The Sundome, boasting a sound and acoustical system that will make
everyone think he's sitting front row center, will host some 120 shows
during the 1980-81 season.

Almost every religious denomination is represented in Sun City and
more than 35 congregations feet in their own houses of worship or in

community halls (27 have completed their own houses of worship).
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The community also has one of the finest medical facilities in the country
in the Walter O. Boswell Memorial Hospital. It features modern circular
patient wings with centrally located nurses stations providing visual monitoring
and quick access to every room. The hospital is designed for expansion to
400 rooms. With the recent completion of a third nursing tower--a $10 million
274 s Tetver adale S a

project--Boswell now has a complement of 261 beds.

There are also seven medical buildings in town, with the largest, Lakeview

-

Medical Arts Center{/baving more than 100,000 square feet of office space for
doctors, dentists, laboratories, pharmacies, x-ray offices and other medical
technicians.

Sun Valley ILodge, the community's first nursing and health care facility
was founded by United Church of Sun City. The new Beverly Manor Convasescent
Center, a 195-bed care facility, features three 65-bed wings, two for skilled
nursing and one for personal care. The 84-unit Carillons provides catered
living facilities for residents who wish to maintain independence and
individuality, yet with all necessary services available under the same roof.

Augmenting the excellent medical services available is Sunshine Service,
an organization supported by local charities and directed by Rev. Duane.
Thistlethwaite. This unique Institution loans sickroom equipment and
supplies to residents at no cost. The Sunshine Service warehouse has
everything from hospital beds, bed pans and exercise equipment to crutches,
splints and wheelchairs. There is even a supply of children's beds, chairs
and playpens to help out when grandchildren are visiting. Additional services
include arranging sick room and hospital visitations, locating nursing aid or

a companion, and even arranging emergency loans.
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Bordering Viewpoint Lake, one of two lakes in Sun City, is the Lakes Club,

a private dining facility with membership limited to Sun City and Sun City West
residents and local business people. It features a large dining room overlooking
the lake, a comfortable cocktail lounge and a 500-seat banguet room.

Sun City is the home of more than 350 commercial businesses and professional
offices, most of them located in the community's six large shopping centers.
Construction of the first shopping center in the new Sun City West is well
underway, with some of the businesses already open. Several banks and savings
.and loan offices are open on R. H. Johnson Boulevard.

To accommodate visitors, the King's Inn hotel has 100 modern rooms, a
‘swimming pool, Old English dining room, large coffee shop, cocktail lounge
and bar. -

The Del E. Webb Development Company maintains 326 rental apartments to
serve the Sun City West Vacation Special Plan. Designed to provide prospective
buyers with a sampling of resort-retirement living, the vacation plan offers
a one-week stay (two weeks May l-December 15) in a comfortable, furnished
apartment for introductory rate, $8#€; return visit rate, g%, On and after

mg‘# J}’/ o g . o _
Decenber/16, 1980 rates will increase to T2#9 for introductory visit and

I7.4°

S366+ for return visit., The package includes two rounds of golf, a breakfast
and Sun City-Sun City West tour, a Chuckwagon Dinner and guest activity card for
use of Sun City West community recreational facilities.

Sun City West Model Homes border Hillcrest Golf Course. On display are
20 different floor plans featuring four distinctive modes of living. These
include single-family homes, duplexes, patio apartments and garden apartments.
Basic prices for living units (subject to change without notice) range from
856 ,990—to0—51127990. |

Sun City's financial institutions include 16 branch banks, 23 savings and

lcan offices and five brokerage houses.
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To maintain the beauty and uncluttered cleanliness of the city, a fenced
trailer compound has been provided for storage of campers, motor homes, boats
and trailers.

When Sun City's 8,900-acre master plan is completed, it is estimated that
the community will have a population of 48,500. The first phase of Sun City
West will cover 5,700 acres, with a projected population of 32,500.

The developer of Sun City and Sun City West is the Del E. Webb Development
Co., a subsidiary of the Del E. Webb Corporation. The Development Company
president is John W. Meeker. He is assisted by Executive Vice-President

Joe Aubin.

The company administrative offices are located in Bell Plaza, 17220 Boswell
Boulevard.

Del E. Webb was 75 when he passed away July 4, 1674, leaving an international
building, development and management corporation as a lasting monument to his
creative genius. Mr. Webb's building achievements range from Madison Square
Garden in New York to the Kuilima Hotel in Hawaii, but he often said the one
in which he took the'greatﬁﬁt pride and satisfaction was Sun City. His pride
was justified. ~

The editor of Arizona Highways Magazine, Joseph Stacey, said in his‘

June, 1974 issue: "We see in Sun City, Arizona, a festival of diverse interests
of civic, commercial, social, patriotic and aesthetic endeavors and accomp-
lishments unmatched in promise and performance anywhere in the world.’

"Sun City is one of the most wonderful things that has happened in the
United States of America. And in a world of beautiful places and wonderful

things, that's something very special.”




