Del Webb Sun Cilles Museum
10801 Oakmont Drive

Sun City, AZ 85351
623-974-2568

delwebbsuncitiesmuseum.org

Annual memberships
Copper Level $15; Turquolse Level
$25,; Sitver Circle $50, Gold Circle $100

Annual meetling Nov. 6

Sun City’s hospital bears the name
of Walter O. Boswell. :

Jim Boswell owned the. land on
which Sun City was built, and par-
nered with Del Webb in developing
the new community. Yet, lithe more is
known about the Boswell family.

Few realize that Jim Boswell was
the iargest fanmer In America, or that
the Boswell Empire stretched from’
vast holdings in Califomia to Arizona to
Oregon to Colorado fo the outback of
Austraiia. '

Ed Allen from the Del Webb Sun
Cities Museum will tell the story of the
family, and of James Boswell Il - aman -
who bent nature, government agen-
cies, and politicians to his will — yet:
never forgot his hurmnble roots ~ refer-
ring to himself as “just a cowboy.”

Mr. Allen will present “The Boswell
Connection® at the annual meeting of
the Del Webb Sun Cities- Museum.
The meeting will be heid 1 p.m. Nov.
6 at the Heritage Palmeras, 10101 W.

fl::;meras Drive, Sun City. Admission is

Jane Freeman, known by many as
"Tha Firet | adv Af Quin N ® Adiad

*aoN 1yStriods DS ALAIDOS TVOIYOLSIH O dA

¢T10¢






Del Webb Sun Cities -

Museum

10801 Oakmont Drive
Sun City, AZ 85351

623-974-2568

delwebbsuncitiesmuseum.org

. © " : o
.m: o.-nsegt nm - ...w't
34 LTI
get B5 SEsiisizifas
£5 58 _mhmmmmﬁmmmmmmum
tmrz.m e C.m..m - ;.mmc.n.u.ﬂ.nom.r
g 3 8 1 £ ¥ ﬁﬁm._ml .Hathn
€825 Q Emmweeuso.ﬂeM £
Tode < 2 E3288EEEcC3E5£EE 8
* ley) esp! ‘
pue Ayljeay se pue ‘(oM pey 19j maj !
POV AMOLS 5 puUe AAI[E S) SBIHUNWWIOD [9AOU B SBM 53311331 10}
-K103s1y w1 3oed sy 40 jsed pue s3dasucd }npe-aAipe Ajeoypads Ajunwwod
m:B.B m.ﬁ Jo abpajmouy 19410 SnoJswnu umeds pauue|d-1315eW B l
ﬁ ou 10 31 3ARY pue peatds Ajlenjuana m:_wmm:u Jle Emu:nn_vu ,ﬂ
sjuapisal s Jo Auew 134 pjnom 1ey) eapi ue 0} yiq ay1’0961 W pauado
hb_c_...EES ULl aneb 1ey} Aunwiwod 3y} 1514 31D UNS UBYM _
ve- e 151y S,pHOM 193] siedk aaayi-A _,
::nmmmh«%ah bp.“u mrm 5590005 Jaquisy pieog
JCTERT __._.tmmuu:m wia3-buo| jo 2dxueyd yonw puea)pi 19ig A9
|
o311 09 3sed oy SuruLig WNIASHIA] SAPL) UNS qqaM 1Pd
Bunteiy ayi ut A101siH
£10Z ¥d901lD00 LHIOI'TLOdS OS AILdIDOS TVOTHOLSIH DJI. °

memory,

dA




Qutside of museum/sign

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum is located in one of the first of five model homes constructed
in Sun City. Located at 10801 W. Oakmont Drive, the public is invited to tour the home and view

memorabilia related to the history of Sun City and Sun City West. Admission is free,

For those seeking to learn
more about the community,
the best place
to start is where
it atl began. In
a smail, 53-year-
old house on
Oakmont Drive
in Sun City sits
the Del Webb
Sun Cities
Museum and it
is here that one can become
familiar with the history of
Sun City and Sun City West,
and see the past come to life
right before their eyes.

“We're really the best kept
secret in the Sun Cities,” says
Ed Cirillo, president of the
Del Webb Sun Cities Museum.

“We have a great story
to tell. We're trying hard
to attract more visitors to
_ the museum and, in doing
so, encourage more of
our residents to join the
museum and support its
efforts to preserve the
history of our communities.”

The museum, located at
10801 W. Oakmont Drive,
_is owned and operated by

Bret McKeand

the nonprofit Sun Cities
Area Historical Society.

The building itself boasts
historical significance: it
was one of the first of five
model homes ever built in
Sun City and available for
curious buyers to inspect on
opening day, Jan. 1, 1960.

The historical society
was organized soon after
Sun City celebrated its 25®
anniversary, and one of its
first moves was to purchase
the building that now serves
as its headquarters and
home to the museum.

The museum houses a
vast collection of Sun City
and Sun City West artifacts
and literally thousands of
historical photographs
donated to the museum
by the Del E. Webb
Development Corp., the
company that created both
Sun City and Sun City West.
Admission is free and the
museum is open 1-4 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, or by appointment
June through August.

The home’s interior design

reflects the typical early-
1960’s motif, and among the
exhibits on display:

« The history of the Sun
Cities and Marinette (the
town which once existed
where Sun City now sits);

. The story of Del £. Webb
and his success as a builder
and sports enthusiast (he
once owned the New York
Yankees).

. A snapshot of past print
and video advertisements
used to promote the Sun
Cities. '

« A look back at sports
in the retirement
communities, with a special
look professional baseball’s
Cactus League involvement
in Sun City and a national
championship women'’s
softball team that once
called Sun City home.

Since it was first organized
three decades ago, the
historical society has always
funded itself entirely by
membership dues, grants
and community donations.
The society is managed by a
volunteer board of directors



and staffed by volunteer guides.
The only paid employee is a part-time
executive director.

“The museum is very fortunate in that
it has a small, but very devoted group of
supporters and volunteers,” says long-

time SCAHS Trustee Edson Allen of Sun

City West. "We simply wouldn't exist

‘without their efforts and dedication.”

Mr. Allen is the author of "Sun City
West Silver Celebration,” a book detailing

:the first 25 years of Sun City West and

published in 2003 by the historical
society. The book is one of several

. published by the historical society to help

the organization raise additional funds.

“Membership dues, grants, book sales,
corporate sponsorships and the creation
of a new endowment fund are ali vital
tools to keeping the museum open and
serving our residents.”

The museum is this year conducting its
first-ever community-wide membership
drive, The drive is primarily targeting
residents in Sun City and Sun City West,
but museum officials hope the campaign
appeals to everyone interested in
preserving and promoting the hi_story of

the Sun Cities.*

At the beginning of this year, the
museum had 150 members. Museum
officials are hoping the newly launched
campaign will bring in 500 or more new
members.

Annual memberships range in price
from $15 to $100. Those who join at the
Gold Level ($100) receive a copy of the
newly published “Images of America: Sun
City” book that features a history of the
community as told through photographs
from the museum’s archives.

Membership is also open to clubs and
organizations, as well as local businesses.

In addition, the museum recently
started an endowment fund for those
who would like their support of the
museum to continue long after they're
gone. Museum speakers are available
to discuss the concept with local clubs,
organizations and financial attorneys and
planners.

"We're very proud of our history and
the role the Sun Cities played in the
history and evolution of the active-adult
retirement community concept. We think
it’s a history worth sharing - and saving,”

adds Mr. Cirillo.

For additional information or to
schedule a tour of the museum, call (623)
974-2568 or email scahsm@gmail.com.

Del Webb in the museum

Visitors to the museum will be able to
meet the community’s developer - and
museum hamesake - Del Webb via a life-
size portrait of the builder, complete
with a rare, actual recording of Mr. Webb
sharing his fond recollections of the
birth and development of Sun City.



History in the Making

Del Webb Sun Cities Museum: Bringing the past to life

By Bret McKeand
Board Member

When Sun City first
opened in 1960, the
concept of creating
a master-planned
community specifically
for retirees was a novel
idea that few felt had

Del Webb Sun Cities

Museum

10801 Oakmont Drive
Sun City, AZ 85351
623-974-2568

delwebbsuncitiesmuseum.org

Annual memberships
Copper Level $15; Turquoise
Levet $25; Silver Circle $50,
Gold Circle $100

About

much chance of iong-term
success.

Fifty-three years later
the community that gave
birth to an idea that would
eventually spread and
spawn numerous other
active-2dult concepts and
communilis is alive and
well, and as healthy and

successful as ever.

Sun City was the
world’s first active-adult
retirement community,
yet many of its residents
have little or no
knowledge of the town’s
past or its place in history.

SEE STORY PAGE 4

This photo, from the

archives of the Del Webb
Sun Cities Museum, shows

the birth of Sun City in

1959. Just months prior to
the official opening of the
community on Jan. 1, 1960,

workers prepare the golf
course, recreation center and

the first five model homes

{the first one is home to the
museum). The first buildings
in Sun City were located at

107" and Oakmont Drive,
Just south of Grand Avenue,
The last remains of the Town
of Marinette can be seen at
the top of this photograph.

memory.

Within months after Sun City
opened, Marinette was but a
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Outside of museum/sign

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum is located in one of the first of five modei homes constructed
in Sun City. Located at 10801 W. Oakmont Drive, the public is invited to tour the home and view
memorabilia related to the history of Sun City and Sun City West. Admission is free.

For those seeking to learn
more about the community,
the best place
to start is where
it all began. In
a small, 53-year-
old house on
Oakmont Drive
in Sun City sits
the Del Webb
Sun Cities
Museum and it
is here that one can become
familiar with the history of
Sun City and Sun City West,
and see the past come to life
right before their eyes.

“We're really the best kept
secret in the Sun Cities,” says
Ed Cirillo, president of the

Del Webb 5Sun Cities Museum.

“We have a great story
to tell. We're trying hard
to attract more visitors to
the museum and, in doing
50, encourage more of
our residents to join the
museum and support its
efforts to preserve the
history of our communities.”

The museum, located at
10801 W. Oakmont Drive,

Bret McKeand

the nonprofit Sun Cities
Area Historical Society.

The building itself boasts
historical significance: It
was one of the first of five
model homes ever built in
Sun City and available for
curious buyers to inspect on
opening day, Jan. 1, 1960.

The historical society
was organized soon after
Sun City celebrated its 25"
anniversary, and one of its
first moves was to purchase
the building that now serves
as its headquarters and
home to the museum.

The museum houses a
vast collection of Sun City
and Sun City West artifacts
and literally thousands of
historical photographs
donated to the museum
by the Del E. Webb
Development Corp., the
company that created both
Sun City and Sun City West.
Admission is free and the
museum is open 14 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, or by appointment
June through August.

The home’s interior design

reflects the typical early-
1960's motif, and among the
exhibits on display:

- The history of the Sun
Cities and Marinette (the
town which once existed
where Sun City now sits);

+The story of Del E. Webb
and his success as a builder
and sports enthusiast (he
once owned the New York
Yankees).

- A snapshot of past print
and video advertisements
used to promote the Sun
Cities.

= Allook hack at sports
in the retirement
communities, with a special
look professional baseball’s
Cactus League involvement
in Sun City and a national
championship women’s
softbali teamn that once
called Sun City home.

Since it was first organized
three decades ago, the
historical society has always
funded itself entirely by
membership dues, grants
and community donations.
The society is managed by a
vaolunteer board of directors




and staffed by volunteer guides.
The only paid employee is a part-time
executive director.
“The museum is very fortunate in that
| it has asmall, but very devoted group of
" supporters and volunteers,” says long-
, time SCAHS Trustee Edson Allen of Sun
' City West. “We simply wouldn't exist
without their efforts and dedication.”
' Mr. Allen is the author of “Sun City
. West Silver Celebration,"a book detailing
the first 25 years of Sun City West and
published in 2003 by the historical
society. The book is one of several
! published by the historical society to help
 the organization raise additional funds.
i “Membership dues, grants, book sales,
| corporate sponsorships and the creation
| of a new endowment fund are all vital
tools to keeping the museum open and
“serving our residents.”
{ The museum is this year conducting its
first-ever community-wide membership
drive, The drive is primarily targeting
‘residents in 5un City and Sun City West,
but museum officials hope the campaign
Eppeals to everyone interested in

reserving and promoting the history of

the Sun Cities.

At the beginning of this year, the
museum had 150 members. Museum
officials are hoping the newly launched
campaign will bring in 500 or more new
members.

Annual memberships range in price
from $15 to $100.Those who join at the
Gold Level (5100) receive a copy of the
newly published "Images of America: Sun
City”book that features a history of the
community as told through photographs
from the museum’s archives.

Membership is also open to clubs and
organizations, as well as local businesses.

In addition, the museum recently
started an endowment fund for those
who would like their support of the
museum to continue long after they're
gone. Museum speakers are available
to discuss the concept with local clubs,
organizations and financial attorneys and
planners,

“We're very proud of our history and
the role the Sun Cities played in the
history and evolution of the active-adult
retirement community concept. We think
it's a history worth sharing — and saving,”

adds Mr. Cirillo.

For additional information or to
schedule a tour of the museum, call (623)
974-2568 ar email scahsm@gmail.com.

You

Shwld’t'e
been here on

Del Webb in the museum

Visitors to the museum will be able to
meet the community’s developer — and
museum namesake - Del Webb via a life-
size portrait of the builder, complete
with a rare, actual recording of Mr. Webb
sharing his fond recollections of the
birth and development of Sun City.
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- Museum reveals
-expanded Marinett

STAFF REPORT

Visitors entering the
small 1960s model home
that contains the Del Webh
Sun Cities Museum can
now walk first past imag-
es of the early community
located on land which was
to become Sun City.

The museum, at 10801
W. Oakmont Drive, un-
veils “Where It All Began
- Marinette,” an expanded
exhibit covering the years
from 1895 to 1959. The new
display fills the living room

" of the smallest model home

to open Jan. 1, 1960.
The wall dipslay is di-

19, 2013

SUN CITY

display
vided into three time pe-
riods and is illustrated with
old photos, many of which
were provided by Aman-
da Durand, who grew up
in Marinette and still lives

in the Sun Cities. The last
panél desiribes the areain

which her parents ran the
General Store, and many
family photos add a per-
sonal touch to the display.
A grant from the Arizona

Histérical Society made

the display possible, -~
Museum hours willbe1to
4p.m. Monday, Wednesday
and Friday until enough
volunteers are available

- become museym guides/
“ docents, who serve when |

to provide guides five af-
ternoons weekly. Please al- |
low at least 45 minutes to
hmwﬂmhmwﬁmﬂ&mmw&‘

which include a short pro-
motional film from the
1960s. .
Volunteers with comput-
er experience are need-
ed to assist Office Man-
ager Julie Glass with the
archives in the morning.
Others will be trained to.

the museum is open tothe
public. To volunteer, caii
623-974-2568 between 8
a.m. and noon.
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|4/11 THURSDAY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING: Not all of Del

Webb's dreams came to fruition - most notably

the size, shape and some of the features of his

" first Sun City West of the Agua Frig River. Ed Al-
i len, who wrote the history of Sun City West for

the community’s 25th anniversary, will share little

known stories from the past at the annual Spring
‘Membership Meeting of the Sun Cities Area His-

- torical Society at 1:30 p.m. Thursday April 11. The

_meeting will be held in the Heritage Traditions in

Sun City West. Ed will present a look back at what

. Sun'City West might have been had all the original

plans, schemes and dreams been realized. The
meeting is open 1o the public, and refreshments
will be served. It will be in the main meeting room
in Héfitage Traditions at 19303 N. New Tradition

_ Road, Sun Gity West,


















' Museum

| Continued From Page 16

“The museum is very fortunate in that
it has a small, but very devoted group of
supporiers and volunteers,” says long-time
SCAHS Trustee Edson Allen of Sun City

. West. “We simply wouldn’t exist without
. their efforts and dedication.”

' Mr. Allen is the author of “Sun City West
’ Silver Celebration,” a book detailing the first
25 years of Sun City West and published in
. 2003 by the historical society. The book is
one of several published by the historical
society to help the organization raise addi-
tional funds.

“Membership dues, grants, book sales,
corporate sponsorships and the creation of
a new endowment fund are all vital tools to
keeping the museum open and serving our
residents.”

The museum is this year conducting
its first-ever community-wide member-
ship drive. The drive is primarily targeting
residents in Sun City and Sun City West, but
museum officials hope the campaign ap-
peals to everyone interested in preserving
and promoting the history of the Sun Cities.

At the beginning of this year, the muse-
um had 150 members. Museum officials are
hoping the newly launched campaign will
- bring in 500 or more new members.

Annual memberships range in price from

| $15 to $100. Those who join at the Gold
Level ($100) receive a copy of the newly
| published “Images of America: Sun City”



Museum sefls, auctions materials

STAFF REPORT

A different kind of carport sale will take place
Saturday in Sun City. )

The Del Webb Sun €itles Museum will be sell-
ing and auctioning off some museum material
and donated items during the sale, which begins
at 8 a.m. at 10801 Oakmont Drive, behind the
Oakmont Center in Sup City

Among the biggest items in the sale s the 4-.
by-6-foot mounted Photo of the Sun Bowl] taken

ary mugs a
. d golf mem-
orabilla, a glitzy holiday wreath and scads of

picture frames, plus local maps, postcards and
more, ' :

Most items will he sold on site, but some wil]

be sold by silent auction. Only cash will be ac-
cepted. '
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STAFF REPORT
Beginning Dec. 3.
the Del Webb Sun Cit-

jes Museum will be

Monday,
and Friday.
Groups of six or
| more  may phone
‘ahead for morning or
afternoon tours any
'weekday  September
through May.

Guides will soon be

assembling the vintage
aluminum Christmas
'tree, which is always
placed in the window
of the smallest of the
first five model homes
in Sun City during De-
cember.
The

Wednesday

museurn at
10801 W. Oakmont
Drive also includes
some interactive and
audio visual displays
and materials on the
life of Del E. Webb, his
company and his proj-
ects nationwide.

One former bed-
room displays material

open from 1 to 4 p.m.-

~ New hours begin
- Dec.
- Sun Cities museum

3at

IF YOU GO

WHAT: Del Webb Sun
Cities Museum

WHERE: 10801 W.
Oakmont Drive, Sun City

HOURS BEGININNG
DEC. 3: 110 4 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday

INFO: 623-974-2568

on the baseball teams,
female and male, that
practiced and played
here, as well as the role
of golf to residents.

There are also pho-
tos of some of the ce-
lebrities who joined
Webb on the courses
here. o

New displays on the
performing arts groups
of Sun City and Sun
City West will replace
this exhibit early next
year.

For information, and
to book a tour, phone
623-974-2568.
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Sun Cities Area

Historical Society (SCAHS)
| The Sun Cities Area Historical Society/Del
| Webb Sun Cities Museumn is a nonprofit 501

{)(3) onganization dedicated to the preser-

vation and presentation of the records and
- artifacts for Sun City and Sun City West,
. The sodety’s headquarters are in the Del

Webb Sun Cities Museumn, in one of the five

original Sun City model homes, 19891 W.
1 Jakmont Drive, Sun Gty.

| Museum hours: 1-3 p.m. Monday-Friday
i(September—May), or by appeintment for
-‘six or more people, 623-974-2568. Group

tours available. July and August by appoint-
ment only. There is also a board of ustee
‘meeting at 3 p.m. the first Monday each
i month in the museum,

Spedial events: 1-3 pm. Nov. 3, fall

membership meeting. Speakers: Don Tuffs
and Edson Allen. Refreshments served.
Officers: Ed Crillo, president; Don Tuffs,
vice president.

Information: Julie Glass, 623-974-2568.




History professor pens
book tracing roots

of age-restricted
communities

NORA AVERY-PAGE
DALY NEWS-SUN

Today. {herc are hun-
dreds of age-restricted
communilies  around
the country. but their
history starts in the
West Valley with the
growth of Youngtown
and Sun City,

Judith Ann Trolan-
der. a history profes-
sor at the Umniversity of
Minnesota, Duluth and
author of “From Sun
Cities to The Villages: A
tistory of Active Adult,
Age-Restricted Com-
munities.” delivered a
lecture at the Fairway
Branch Library Wednes-
day on that same suh-
ject, with an emphasis
on Del Webb's Sun City,
Arizona.

“When [ was teach-
ing my students, I had
to explain to them what
air age-restricted com-
munity was,” Trolander
joked.

There are conflict-
ing  numbers  about
how many retirees are

interested in living in -

age-restricted commu-
nities. Del Webb studies
estimate it to be ahout
30 percent. while AARP
studies show that the
number is about 10
percent. Trolander said
she thinks that number
is probably squarely in
the middle at about 20
percent,

“Americans tend to
be workaholics, but you
could justify a vacation
if it was for your health,”
Trolander said, explain-
ing the birth of such
retirement and leisure
cormmunities,

This led to the popu-
larity of mineral springs
and  health resorts,
which were often in the
Southern states, malk-
ing the idea of “winter-
ing” in the South trendy
for many rich and fa-
mMous names,

But the trend did fil-
ter down to the masses
as the so-called “tin can
tourists” flocked to ar-
eas around Tampa, Fla.
to free campgrounds
and frailer parks that
encouraged those lower-
Income families to get in-
volved in state societies,
similar to the Sun City’s
own Wisconsin Club, or
other similar groups.

In 1954, Ben Schleif
er created Youngtown as
an altermative 1o nurs-
ing homes, and there,
the idea of a retirement
community was born,
Trolander said,

“He wanted to make
Youngtown afford-
able.” Trolander said
of Schleifer. who built
small homes ideal for
retirees, and he banned
children for the same
reason that they are
rarelv allowed in nurs-
ing homes: Kids are too
noisy.

Sun Citv was sparked
into creation after [e]
Webb associates |..C. Ja-
cobson and Torn Breen
visited similar commu-
nities in Florida; James
Boswell provided the
Arizona land, and the
project was off, starung
with a golf course com-
munity concept.

"It was a pretty gen-
eral concepl of active
retirement,” Trolander
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said. The Del Webb com-
munity, which opened
in 1960, added the ame-
nities that Youngtown
lacked — elaborate rec-
reation centers with ac-
tivities like woodworking
and other crafls, grassy
medians, a shopping
center and a motel.

Del Webb sold a "new
way of life” to refirees,
Trolander said, adding
that he employed an ex-
tensive marketing pro-
graim.

“It's something of an
oxymoron,” Trolander
said of the active retire-
ment idea.

Ross Cortese, a CcOIl-
petitor  to Del Webb,
opened  his Leisure
world community in
the Los Angeles area
in 1961, although Tro-

lander explained that it
and the other Leisure
wWorlds to follow were
different from Sun City
since they were small-
er, and often gated; Del
Webb later expanded to
open Sun City Center,
Fla. and Sun City, Calif.
in 1962, although they
were later taken over by
other developers.

Del Webb standard-
ized the floor plans,
commumnity  lay-outs,
recreation centers, and
even the street names to
make each community
more affordable, and
Trolander pointed out
that pictures of Sun City
Center look very similar
to Sun City, Ariz.

“The Sun City con-
cept just keeps going
and going,” Trolander

"~ PHOTOS BY BAVE munw NEWS- SN
Judith Ann Trolander speaks 10 an audience at the Fairway Re
Trolander wrote a book about the history and development of a

creation Center on Wednesday.
ge-restricted communities.

Trolander shows a
slide of the original
Sun City modet home
during her presenta-
tion on Wednesday.

said.

While the Sun Cities
and similar commuri-
ties have had battles
over school taxes and
possible discrimination
issues involved in hav-
ing age-restricted com-
munities, cubminating
in the Fair Housing Act
of 1988, Trolander said
the way to move forward
for these communites is
by continuing to adapt.
and attract new retirees,
like the Baby Boomer
generation.

Trolander's book is
available at the Fairway
Branch Library located
in Fairway Recreaton
Center, as well as via
mail-order by calling
800-226-3822, on sale
at a special discount of
442 until May 4.










[ ]
Library
AUTHOR VIST—JUDITH ANN TROLANDER:

1-3 p.m. Wednesday, April 18. Professor Trolan-
der giscusses “Age 55 or Better: A History of Ac-
tive Adult Communities™ with as emphasis on Sun
City, Arizora. From her book “From Sun Cities to
the Villages.” Professor Trolander researched the
role of the Det Webb Communities. Del Webb Sun
Cities Museum, run by the Sun Cities Area Historl-
cal Society {SCAHS), maintains extensive archives
on Sun City and Sun City West. The museum, ¢o-

sponsor of the event with Fairway Branch Library.
will display and distribute material on the history
of the Sun Citv fbraries. Program in the Fairway
Recreation Center, Arizona Room.
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SUN ITY WEST INDEPENDENT _

April 18,2012

. % s the community: prepares to say fare-

£% well 1o the Sundome Center for Per-
4. Rforming Arts, thé Sun Cities Area His-
orical Society will pay tribuite to the Sun City

meeting April 20.

The meeting lakes place 1:30 p.m. April
90 at the Sun. City West Heritage Tradition,
19303 New Tradition Road. . :

Guest speakers will be Ed Allen and Don
Tuffs, both of whom are members of the Sun

Cities Area Historical Society Board of Trust-
' ees. The SCAHS operates the Del Webb Sun
 Cities Musewm, a museyn showcasing the
history of the Sun Cities and located in one
of the first model homes built in Sun City.
The speakers will present a-program fo-

cusing on the history of Sun City West with

special emphasis on the fife and times of the

Sundome Center for Performing Arts. The t--

tle of t_he talk is “From Feed Lol to Sundoie

~ When it first opened, the Sundome Cen-
ter was'the largest single-level performing
arts center in the nation. World-renowned
artists, world statesmen and former_presi-
dents as well as local clubs and organiza-
tions are among the performers who have
l stood on its stage. The facility was originaliy
owned by the Del E. Webb Corporation but
“sold many years ago {6 Arizona State Uni-

West landmark at its spring membership -

Sun City Area Historical Society
hosts meeting in Sun City West

versity.
The theater was recenitly sold to privace

owners who plan to demolish the facility to .

nake way for a proposed retail shopping

center, : B
Ed Allen and his wife Loretta have been:

wintering in Arizona since Ed’s retirement

in 1996. Ed's career was in advertising and

- sales promotion. He soan became active in,
the Sun’ City West Visitors Center, He laler

was enlisted by the Sun Cities Area Histoncal
Society to wrile the history of Sun City Wesl.
Two years later, with the help of a commitiee
of researchers, the book was published .in
time for. the community's 25th Anniversary.

Do Tuffs has spent career in the Sun Cit- -

ies. In 1978, as a member of the Del Webb
Development Company’s  public relgtions .

" depanment, he photograptied the ground-

breaking of Sun City West. He later started a
number of clubs and organizations prior to
the opening of the R.H. Johnson Recreation
Center and became the first manager of the
Sundome Center for the Performing Aris. -

The April 20 is open to the public, Admis- |

sion is free. e )

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum Is lo-
cated at 10801 W. Oakmont Drive, Sun City.
Call 623-974-2568. -
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SCW resident
portrays Sharlot Hall
for historical society

STAFF REPORT

Sun City West resi-
dent Barbara Dienes
will bring history to
life when she portrays
Sharlot. Hall, the first
Arizona  woman to
hold public office and
founder of one of the
state’s prestigious M-
seums in Prescott.

The Sun Cities Area
Historical Society will
present Dienes’ perfor-
mance between 1 and
3 p.m. Saturday during
the fall membership
mneeting n Qakmaont
Auditorium, 10725 W.
Qakmont Drive.

Dienes Trepresents
the Phoenix Chapter
of the Freedoms Foun-
dation at Valley Forge.
The Sun City West
woman will dress in
character as she be-
comes Sharlot Hall,

e s

who was a rancher,
poet and travel writer.

Ed Cirillo, the in-
coming society board
president, will chair the
event, which includes
light refreshments and
is open to the public.

The Sun Cities Area
Historical Society is lo-
cated in, and runs, the
Del Webb Sun Cities
Museum, which is lo-
cated next door to the
Oakmont Center. Mu-
seum hours are 1 10 3
p.m. weekdays.

There also will be
other festivities on Sat-
urday.

Society board mem-
her Bret McKeand will
autograph copies of
his recent publica-
tion, “Sun City.” Board
member Edson Allen
will sign copies of his
publication, *Sun City

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Sun City West resident Barbara Diengs will portray famous

Arizonan Sharlot

Hall during the Sun Cities Area Historical

Society's fall membership meeting Saturday.

West — Silver Celebra-
tion.”

Memberships in the
Sun Cities Area Histor-
ical Society will also be

‘on sale starting at 515.

A commemorative Sun
City coin will be given
to those who join at the
Saturday meeting.

For information, cali
623-974-2568.
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SUN CITY INDE

Arizona history comes to life

cr G
Suitye was a rancher, poet, travet writer,
Yihe first Arizona wornan to hold public
PNoffice and founder of one of the state’s
SIGE prestigious museums.
t And residenis can meet Sharlot Hall as
3anght to life by Barbara Dienes at the fall
concership meeting of the Sun Cities Area
Jaryrical Society 1-3 pm. Nov. 5 at the Qak-
font Recreation Center.
ticRepresenting the Phoenix Chapter of the
edoms Foundation at Valley Forge, Ms.
canes dresses in character as she portrays
narlot Hall and tells the story of her life. Ms.
jienes is a resident of Sun City West.

Incoming SCAHS board president Ed
Cirillo is chairman of the Nov. 5 event, which
includes light refreshments. The meeting is
open to members and the public.

Board member Bret McKeand will auto-
graph copies of his recent publication *Sun
City,” one of a series of Images of America
by Arcadia Publishing Co., and Ed Allen, also
a board member, will autograph copies of
nis publication, *Sun City West — Silver Cel-
ebration.”

Memberships in the Sun Cities Area His-
torical Society will alse be on sale starting
at $13. A commemotative Sun City coin will
be given o all persons who jein that after-
noon.

The organization is located in the D

“* SCAHS membership meeting

Webb Sun Cities Museumn, next door at the
west side of the Oakmont Rocreation Center,
10801 W Qakmont Drive. Musean hours
. .. Monday-Friday.
T 5239742568,
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TAFF REPORT

Sun City’s only museum will be open from 9
.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday in conjunction with the
yakmont Center's Fun Day next door.

An exhibit inside with a live video presentation
vill point the way to the Del Webb Sun Cities
viuseum, just west of the center's parking lot at

10801 W. Oakmont Drive.
Guides will be available to show visitors
through the two-bedroom, one-bath model homne,

. which opened to the public Jan. 1, 1960. It now

houses Del Webb {the man and his compary)
memorabilia and archives, and displays of the
founding of Sun City, Sun City West and the pre-

Sun City museum opens doors Saturday for fun da

vious agricultural community of Marinette.

The regular winter hours of the museum are
from 1 to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday and for
small tour groups by appointment in the morn-
ings. The building is owned by the Sun Cities
Area Historical Society. There is no admission
charge. Information: 623-974-2568.
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. Museum unveils
book depicting
Sun City history

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society wil
celebrate the release of “Images of America:

+ Sun City,” with a special book-signing pro-
gram 2-5 p.m. Feb. 8 at the Del Webb Sun
Cities Museum, 10808 W. Oakmont Drive,
Sun City.

The book, published by Arcadia Publishing,
offers-a look at the history of the nation’s
* first active-adult retirement community.

Photographs from the society's archives, .
compiimented by photographs from the files
of the Sun City independent, are used to tell
the stoty of Sun City from the pre-Sun City
days of Marinette to the recent 50th anniver-

. sary celebration. '

The book was written by Bret Mcieand,
vice president of operations for iIndependent
Newspapers and a membér of the SCAHS
Board of Trustees. All author royaties ben-
efit the socisty and the opératicn of the Dal
Webb Sun Cities Museun. .

The book will be available for purchase at
the event. The museum is located in one of
the first five modef homes buittin Sun City.
Call 623-974-2568.




New book highlights history of Sun City

Tt ormer Sun Cily Independent editor and
£ publisher Bret McKeand teamed up
with the Sun Cities Historical Society
to create “Sun City,” the newest addition
to Arcadia Publishing’s popular “Images of
America” series.

The book provides a pictorial history of
the nation’'s very first active-adult retirement
community, and includes over 200 historic
photographs culled from the archives of the
Sun Cities Historical Society and Indepen-
dent Newspapers.

The publication details the history of the
community, from its pre-Sun City days to its
recent golden anniversary celebration. Pho-
tographs originally taken by the Del E. Webb
Company — developer of Sun City — shows
the early development of Sun City and its
growth throughout the 1960s and 1970s.

Photographs from the archives of the
| Sun City Independent, which has been serv-
ing the community since 1960, continue the
history of the community throughout the
1980s, 1990s and well into its fifth decade.
Sun City celebrated its 50th anniversary in
i 2010.

! The project was supervised by Bret McK-

s

|
I
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eand, who also served as the author of the
book. Mr. McKeand joined the Sun City In-

- dependent as a
reporter in 1983,
and’ later served
as editor and pub-
lisher. Many of the
photographs in the
book were taken
by Mr. McKeand
or reporters at the
Independent. Mr.
McKeand is vice
president of Ari-
zona Operations
at  Independent

Newspapers.

“Many of the photographs in the book
haven’t been seen in years,” says Bill Pear-
son, president of the SCAHS Board of Trust-
ees.

“These photographs are priceless in that
they really do a great job at reflecting the
joy and exciternent felt by those involved
in building the community, as well as those
early residents responsible for its growth
and success,” added Mr. Pearson.

The book is published by Arcadia Pub-
lishing, the leading publisher of local and
regional history in the United States. The
books sells for $21.99 and all author royal-
ties benefit the Sun Cities Area Historical
Society.

The Sun Cities Historical Society was
created to collect, preserve and promote
the history of Sun City and Sun City West.
The society operates the Del Webb Sun Cit-
ies Museum, located at 10801 W, Oakmont
Drive, Sun City, in one of the first of five
model homes-opened in 1960 by the Del E.
Webb Company.

A special publication launch and book
signing will be conducted 2-5 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 8, at the Del Webb Sun Cities Museurn.
Mr. McKeand and rhembers of the Sun Cit-
ies Area Historical Society Board of Trustees
will be available to discuss the book, and
provide free tours of the museum.

The book is available at area bookstores,
independent retailers and oniine retailers
(including amazon.corn). The book may
also be purchased directly from Arcadia
Publishing at www.arcadiapublishing.com,
or by calling 1-888-313-2665.
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Museum needs more volunteers

By Rusly Bradshaw
Independent Newspapers

un Cities Historical Society Museurn
Sof_ﬁcials are looking for help as they
prepare for the winter season.
Docents are needed to help staff the
museumn on a daily basis, but voluriteers
have been scarce for a while, according to
Bill Pearson, museurn board member. So
much so that museumn officials decided
to maintain the summer hours — 3 a.m.-
noon Thursdays and Saturdays and 5-8
p.m. Fridays — through the end of Sep-
tember.
“We needed to do this basically be-
cause we did not have enough docents,”

he said. “I've worked every shift for a
while.”

However, winter hours are expected to-

begin in Qclober and more volunteers are
needed by then 1o staff all shifts, he added.
Winter hours are 1-4 p.m. Monday-Friday.
“We are trying to get away from the
way it used to be run, being open in-
consistent hours only when people were
available,” Mr. Pearson explained.
Volunteer docents can pick the shift
they serve and can work more than one
day. Mr. Pearson said the target was for
each docent to work at least 12 hours
per month. Docents’ main duty will be to

See Volunteers — Page 3

museum needs volunteers independent september 15,2010

Volunteers

Continued From Page 2

greet people as they enter the facility, 10801 -
Oakmont Drive, and guide them on a tour
of the displays if requested, Mr. Pearson ex-
plained.

“A lot of it is self explanatory, with infor-
mation on the displays,” he said. “A lot of
people who come in just want to read the
displays.” .

Docents do not need an extensive history
of the Sun Cities to serve,

“Nearly all the information you need is
on the displays,” Mr. Pearson said.

In addition to greeting visitors, docents
will be involved in-cataloging information
in the work room. Mr. Pearson explained
museum and historical society officials are
working to scan all the photos and other vi-
sual information available to include on the
museum Web site.

“We got a high speed scanner just for
this purpose,” he said. “We are trying to put
as much online as we can.”

The musgum’s revamped Web site,
www.delwebbsuncitiesmuseum.com, was

launched during the summer. It includes a.

number of interactive features that were not
available on the previous version.

“The old site was very static and got very
little activity,” Mr. Pearson said. In addition
to photos and stories that can be accessed,
the site includes a blog, http://delwebbsun-
citiesrnuseurn.com/blognews.phg, where
peopie can share their experiences and con-
cerns about the community.

Mr. Pearson regularly contributes to the
blog with stories and commentary relating
to Sun City and Sun City West. S

“We are still working on how best to
make the Web site work for us,” he said.

The museum is drawing attention out-

side the community. Represertatives from
55 Places were in Sun City at the end of
August to film for a short video about the
comnmunity. When it is available museum
officials plan to post the video on the Web
site, according to Mr. Pearson.

The museum is located in one of the first
model homes for Sun City when the com-
munity opened in 1960.

News Editor RuSty-Bradshaw can be
reached at 623-445-2725 or rbradshaw@
newszap.com.
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SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL

More than 100,000 people came to opening day of Sun City on Jan. 1, 1960, to see the
first five mode! homes. Lot 1is now the home of the Sun Cities Area Historical Society.

Send us photos of Sun City’s past

By Sherry Anne Rubiano
THE ArRIZONA REPUBLIC

The Arizoria Republic is on the hunt for photos
of Sun City through the years for a special
project, and we need your help. Read the fre-
quently asked questions below for more infor-
mation. ’

public seeking? We are [ocking for ail

kinds of photos taken in Sun City, from its
opening day on Jan. 1, 1960, to present day,
that iltustrates life in Sun City. Some examples
include photos of club activities, parades,
neighborhood gatherings, and family pictures.

1 What type of photos is The Arizona Re-

tos will be featured in a slide show on
The Arizona Republic's website, www.az-
central.com.

2 How will thé photos be used? The pho-

ways to submit your photos: upload
themn online, send them via e-maif or
regular mail, or visit The Arizona Republic's
Glendale office,
» Upload your photos online at suncityphoto-
s.azcentral.com,
» E-mail photos to sky.schaudt@arizonarepu-

3 How do | send in photos? There are four

SUN CITIES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
This photograph shows Sun City's original
houses in the fall of 1959 before the yards
and roads were finished.

blic.com. Please write "Sun City photos” in
the subject line.

» Mail photos to The Arizana Republic, Atten-
tion “Sun City photos,” 17235 N. 75th Ave.,
Suite A-100, Glendale, AZ 85308, All photos
will be returned. You do not neéd to include a
self-addressed stamped return envelope.

» Drop off your photos in person at 17235 N.
75th Ave., Suite A-100, in Glendale, which is
near 75th Avenue and Bell Road. We will scan
the photos and return them to you.
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EVENT Briefs

Donations add historical
details to Del Webb Museum

W. Oakmont Drive, will he open 8 a.m.-noon

Saturday, March 20. (Regular hours are 1-4
| p.m. weekdays)

| New displays and a fresh coat of interior
i paint, donated by Albrecht and Son, have

"been added in time to coax visitors to the .

"next door Oakmont Fair to stop in March
20.

There is a newly restored three-wheeled
-Cushman golf cart, which joined the blue

one in the carport. They are labeled “his” .

and “hers.” The white one was donated by a
neighbor on the block whose dad had used
it in Sun City before it was taken back to the
farm in lowa to rust away.

An éxhibit on baseball is now mounted
in the new changing gallery, the second
bedroom of the museum in a two-bedroom,
one bath model home, one of five, which
-opened Jan. 1, 1960.

Joining the recently installed Del Webb
exhibit is a series of photos, donated by Ko-

“ppy's Body Shop, of the early Del Webb’s
Hiway House Motor Hotel and restaurant. [t
later was called The King’s Inn. They show
the construction of the motel with its swim-
ming pool, once located in what is now the
parking lot and the Fry's Market at 107th
and Grand avenues.

Featured on the menu of Webb’s Cof—
fee Brake Restaurant are 10 cent coffee, 25
cent pie, a 75 cent BLT sandwich and $2.45
broiled choice filet mignon. The only indi-
cation that the menu was meant for senior
citizens were the 15 cent stewed prunes,
Postum and Sanka.

Call 623-974-2568.

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museum, 10801
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Sun City historian talks about

. ‘Cotton Bolls to Golf Balis’

2 p.m. March 22, Glendale Historical
Society will hosta speaker on the evo-
lution from cotton and cattle to today’s
Sun City. The event will take place at
Manistee Ranch, 51st and Northern av-
enues. Fifty years ago, the sleepy town of
Marinette was the center of a large cotton
plantation. Few imagined then the curv-
ing streets, thousands of houses, and an
attractive, vibrant adult community.

Ed Allen’s talk is titled, “Cotton Bolls
to Golf Balls.” For more ionformation,
call Rosemary Lynch, 623-933-9556.

Send calendar items to

jhernandez@star-times.com
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3/22 MONDAY

+The Desert Brass perform 7 p.m. at Willow-
hraok United Methodist Church. Tickets are $5 and
may be purchased at the door.

. »Ed Allen, a trustee and past president of the
sun Cities Area Historical Society will speak 2
p.m. March 22 at the Giendale Historical Society
meeting at Manistee Ranch, at 51st and Northern
avenues. His talk, “Cotton Bolls to Golf Balls,” will
trace the evolution of Sun City. Many have heard of
the exploits of Del Webb, and Mr. Allen will describe

how he went against “expert’ opinion to open a

community catering to adults.

v
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EVENT Briefs
!Donations add historical

'details to Del Webb Musenm

The Del Webb Sun Cities Museurn, 10801
W. Qakmont Drive, will be open 8 a.m.-
inoon Saturday March 20. (Regular hours
are 1-4 p.m. weekdays)

New displays and a fresh coat of interior
paint, donated by Albrecht and Son, have
been added in time o coax visitors to the
next door Oakmont Fair to stop in March
120. :

There is a newly restored three-wheeled
Cushman golf cart which joined the blue
‘one in the carport. They are labeled “his”
and “hers.” The white one was donated by a
neighbor on the block whose dad had used
it in Sun City before it was taken back to the
farm in lowa to rust away.

An exhibit on baseball is now mounted

:in the new changing gallery, the second
bedroom of the museum in a two-bedroom,
one bath model home, one of five, which
jopened Jan. 1, 1960, :
- Joining the recently installed Del Webb
exhibit is a series of photos, donated by Ko-
ppy’s Body Shop, of the early Del Webb’s
Hiway House Motor Hotel and restaurant. It
later was called The King’s Inn.

They show the construction of the mo-
‘tel with its swimming pool, once located in
what is now the parking lot and the Fry's
Market at 107th and Grand avenues.

Featured on the menu of Webb’s Cof-
fee Brake Restaurant are 10 cent coffee, 25
cent pie, a 75 cent BLT sandwich and $2.45
broiled choice filet mignon.

The only indication that the menu was
meant for senior citizens were the 15 cent

L

stewed prunes, Postum and'Sanka.
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Life Within These White
‘Walls...How It All Began

By Bill Pearson

Arizona has always been synonymous
with the Grand Canyon. Whenever anyone
sald Phoenix, the first thought that came
to mind was Scottsdale. The East Valley
was where it was at. The reality is, Arizona
is so much more, and over the weeks and

months ahead we will explore an area that

\ heiped define the state as a primary destina-

tios: for retirees.
There was one event that stands out,

perhaps so much so that Morris Massey may
even consider it a SEE (Significant Emotion-
al Event). The date was January 1, 1960 and
it was so significant, it changed the way an
entire nation viewed retirement.

Del Webb's vision of a more active way
of life for those in their golden years was
scoffed at by experts. They said no .one
would leave their families, uproot thousands
of miles away and become nomads stuck in
the middle of the desert. They said it was
laughable. Little did they know: The suc-
cess of the opening day weekend is legend,
100,000 visitors poured through the models
over a three day weekend; 237 homes sold;
thousands of others giving rave reviews. It
was nothing short of remarkable and even
the Webb employees were stunned.

The original Sun City was by no means
the first community built expressly for réetir-
ees. Youngtown began in 1954, catering fo
those who were looking for an inexpensive
place to live and had quit working. There
were a number of enclaves in Florida dedi-
cated to retirees. When Webb employees
Tom Breen and J.R. Ashton visited them,
they found them lacking any amenities.
Builders promised, but never defivered.

See Blog — Page 14



Blog

Continued From Page 7

The word was out that Webb was look-
ing for land in the West Valley. The Bosweli
family-owned vast cotton fields around the
valley ‘and Jim Boswell approached Webb
emplioyee L. C. Jacobson about buying
them. A partnership was formed and the
Del E. Webb Development Company (DEV-

CO) was born.

By the middle of 1959 a decision was
made; if they were going to build this, it must
be different. The community must have the
amenities in place. A basic infrastructure
with a shopping center, golf course, recre-
ation center and restaurant all needed to be
in place. Within & months, it all happened.
They started in July of 1959 and by year’s
end, it was good o go.

It took 18 years for Sun City to build out.
27,000 homes, 43,000 residents, 11 golf
courses, 7 recreation centers, 2 man-made

lakes, a state of the art hospital, 16 shopping
centers, 31 churches, and the list goes on
and on. We were self-contained, self-suffi-
cient and self-governing; we still are. After
50 years, the community is unique unto it-
self {the closest thing to us is our s:ster city
Sun City West). .

Let's be honest, nol everyone loves
what was once dubbed “the great social
experiment.” Some communities around
us bemoan our existence. Younger visitors
sometimes feel unwelcome. Occassionally

-aiithors write with disdain over age-restrict-*
. ed, selfish old people who have withdrawn

fror_n the human race."
On the other hand are the hundreds

. of thousands of people who have moved,

lived and died in a community that became
home, that they fell in love with. The sto-
ries are legion of folks who visited friends
and within days bought a place. These were
the same people who agonized for weeks

over spending $99 on a new suit and tie, yet
shocked loved ones.by purchasing a place
in the middle of nowhere. :

Back in the 70's a phrase was penned
about life Within These White Walls. This
blog will explore the past, the present and
the future of Sun City. We will look at it from
the inside. We will also invite those from
outside to join in this discussion,

There has been volumes written; the
community has been dissected by some of
the most brilliant minds and experts regard-
ing aging and whether age restricted set-
tings are good or bad. Our goal is to break
it down to layman terms and approach it
from a more practical discourse. My apolo-
gies for being so wordy, hopeful]y in future
blog posts I will condense it down Lo more
chewable bites. By the time we are done,
the .goal is for readers to have a better un-
derstanding of life Within These White
Walls.
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The Sun Cities Area Historical Society has committed

to sharing Sun City’s past with residents and outsiders

“alfke, but it always comes back to the same issue. _
" “We have all these amazing things to share, but getting

fripis

MUSEUM
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ited the website.”

She conceded it was “not very good.”

When the society decided to put
nore of its focus and effort into the Del
Nebb Sun CiHes Museum, Baerg said
hey knew they needed a more effective
mline presence.

“Our goal is to share Sun City’s his-
ory, and the museum is our most ef-
ective tool. But we weren't doing every-
hing we could,” she said. _

“I think what we realized was that we
vere doing a very good job of cataloging
dl this information but not a very good
ob of sharing it. And like Bill [Pearson,
resident) always says, “What is the
1se of having all these great pieces of
listory if nobody knows about them?”

As a result, what used to be a web-
ite with contact information and little

else has been transformed into an on-
line archive, a database of much of the
museum’s pieces with more added ev-
ery day. The new site went lve about
six weeks ago, and Baerg said it is al-
ready drawing many more visits.

“We have hundreds of ads, bro-
chures, all kinds of things from the
beginning of Sun City, all available to
view on the site,” she said. “We're not
finished yet. We have about 600 items
in there now, with probably thousands

more still to be added, but it's a good.

start.”

The site also includes a blog writ-
ten by Pearson, called Sun Citles To-
day. The intention of the blog will be
to focus more on present-day Sun City
and what lessons from its history can
apply today. Pearson wrote in an intro-
ductory post that he envisions the blog
as a meeting place of sorts for people
interested in Sun Cities history to have
meaningful discussions.

On top of all that, Baerg said the

come out to the migseum — that's the problem,”
y Baerg, office manager. “So that’s why we cre-

.
: | H 85

Society is preparing a new display for
the museum, one dedicated to Sun City
West.

“We're planning to finish it sometime
in November. We'll have a big gala open-
ing to celebrate,” she said.

The goal, she sald, is simple: get peo-
ple in the door.

“Our whole focus here is on getting
people to the museum. Once they get
here, it is so easy for them to get lost in
all the history.”

The museum is located at 10801
Oakmont Drive in Sun City. Summer
hours through November are 9 a.m. to
noon on Thursday and Saturday as well
as 5 to 8 p.m. on Friday.

Beginning in October, the museum
will be open from'1.to 4 p.m. week-
days. ‘ e

For information, visit www.del-

webbsuncitiesmuseum.org.

Jeff Dempsey may be reached at 623-
876-2531 or Jjdempsey@younwestvalley.
com.

|
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Tales

Continued From Page 14

Star. It is illustrated by an aunt, and Marshall
Trimble, Arizona’s state historian, wrote the
foreword.

“The title of her program is ‘Early Arizo-
na, said Ed Cirillo, chairman of the mem-
bership event. “And of course we will have
refreshments,” he added: The public is wel-
come.

The Nov. § meeting is one of two featured
annually. A new historical display of Sun City
West will be unveiled Nov. 18 at the Del
Webb Sun Cities Museum, 10801 W. Oak-
mont Drive, Sun City.

-

| Historian, author
shares tales Nov. 6

Residents may only know a few Arizona-
born folks, but those who attend the Satur-
day Nov. 6 Sun Cities Area Historical Society
membership meeting can add Ruth Jordan
Van Epps to their lists.

Ms. Van Epps, of Sun City West, will share
her early life in Sedona, and on the Hopi
Reservation with members and guests 1-3
p.m. Nov. 6 in the Oakmont Recreation Cen-
ter auditorium at Del Webb Boulevard and
Oakmont Drive. ’ )

Her pioneering great-grandparents came
by covered wagon in 1875 to settle in the fer-
tile Verde Valley. Their grandson Walter Jor-
dan relocated to Sedona as a large orchard
grower and raised his daughter Ruth there.
She earned a degree in education at the Uni-
versity of Redlands and masters degrees in
education and counseling at Arnizona State
University.

She and her first husband lived on the
Hopi reservation in Northern Arizona, and
she used her sociat work skills with both the
Hopi.and Navajo tribes. Later she formed
Tsegi Tours offering customized tours fea-
turing Arizona history, ancient cultures and
the Navajo and Hopi reservations. Other
programs inciuded contemporary SW Na-
tive Ametrican cultures and crafts and Early
Arizona.

In addition, Ms. Van Epps was an educa-
tor at many levels and conducted seminars
and training classes. She helped to develop
the MesaFirst Offender Shoplifting Prograrn,
| which was used in Gilbert and Mesa public
| schools, Maricopa County head start and at
 Patricia Stevens Career College.

i As she grew up listening to stories of the
early days in the west, she becarne interested
in preserving history. She collected stories
told by her father to-add to those of other
old timers and used her great-grandfather’s
journal of his 1875 wagon trip as the basis
for her book Following Their Westward
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