


The Posse is the “eyes and ears” for the Maricopa County
Sheriff”s Office, and abide by their rules and authority.

The most renowned Posse member is President Ronald
Reagan, who was made an honorary member of the Sheriff’s
Posse of Sun City in 1993, while in Sun City to visit the or-
ganization after hearing about their work.

Sun City West organized a Posse in 1979.

© Sun Cities Area Historical Society
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Posses brace for
busy season

ANNUAL MIGRATION:
Residents heading north
encouraged to sign up for
Vacation Watch

KATY 0'GRADY
DAILY NEWS-SUN

It's that time of year again: the annual migra-
tion to cooler climes.

Which means it's also the time of year Sun
«-City and Sun City West residents flood. their
respective posses with Vacation Watch requests.
But phone calls alone won't ensure the posses
will keep watch while residents are away.

“The people who are leaving for vacation and
want us to check their houses, they've gotten the
impression that all they need to do is call,” said

1st Lt. Leta McCormick with the Sun City Sher-

iff's Posse.

Signing up for the free Vacation Watch service
in Sun City or Sun City West isn't difficult by any
means, but it does require filling out a request
card. "A telephone call just doesn't do it,” McCor-
mick said.

“It's a five-minute thing,” she said. The cards
call for the residents’ name, address, phone
number and where they can be reached. -

Gerry Niedzwiecki, who heads the Sun City
West Posse’'s Vacation Watch, said it's also
important people turn the forms in early to give
the posse time to make sure the information is
complete and entered into a computer before the
homeowners leave town.,

“If we have any questions afterwards, the peo-
ple are still there and we can-get a hold of them,”

Niedzwiecki said. _ ,
The posses aiso ask residents to- choose a
nearby neighbor or friend to hold a copy of their

house keys in case there is a problem in the,

home. “If we see water coming out of the house,
we want to be able to go in, and we don't go in
ourselves because we don't want to intrude on
the privacy of the home,” McCormick said.

Niedzwiecki sald the keyholder is called upon
to lock windows or secure the home in other
ways if the posse patrollers notice something
isn't locked. In the rare event an intruder is in
the home, keyholders won't be called upon.

“At that time we kind of back away. We call
our duty officer and he determines we probably
neead to call a deputy at that time,” Niedzwiecki
said. :

“The next big thing is,
when they come back, please
call us,” she said. "We watch
the house until they either
call us or we go to their
house and ring their doorbell
at 5:30 in the morning” when
rounds begin.

Not calling can lead lo
scary misunderstandings.
Niedzwiecki experienced that
firsthand.

*l went to check the door
and the door opened and
there was this person. I just
about had a heart attack
because no one's supposed to
be there,” she said. “If they
come back even for.a few
days, call us. We don't wan
any surprises.” :

While homeowners are out
of town, the posses need to
know how to contact them in
case there is a break-in,
storm damage or any other
kind of problem at the home.

“We want to know where
you're going to be,’
Niedzwiecki said. Although
the keyholders can access the
home, the owners may need
to make decisions on how to
proceed if a problem is
discovered.

Niedzwiecki said the Sun
City West Posse tries to check
homes once a week, but
that's not always possible,
Still, they are thorough,
using golf cars so they can
get out easily for inspections.

It helps if homeowners
make sure their house num-
bers aren’t obscured by
bushes or trees; and that any
tripping hazards such as
tree-bracing wires or small
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steps are marked with colored
flags or tape.

“We need to be able to get
around the house.”
Niedzwiecki said. “We don't
want to trip and have an
accident.”

Niedzwiecki said some resi-
dences are more susceptible
to break-ins than others.
These include homes or con-

" dominiums with high walls

where intruders can’t easily
be seen, as well as residences
with alley access or those on
corners or busy streets.

The posses collect newspa-
pers or unsolicited material
that are thrown on driveways
of homes signed up for,Vaca-
tion Watch in order to deter
break-ins.

“You'd be amazed at the
stuff that can accumulate in
front of a person's home,”
Niedzwiecki said.

Randy Koeppen, circula-
tion director for the Daily
News-Sun, sald subscribers

can call' the newspaper to
_have their subscriptions
placed on hold while they are
away.

“From the standpoint of
safety, having newspapers
sitting in driveways Is a tip-
off that people aren't home,”
Koeppen said.

Another option, Koeppen
said, is Daily News-Sun sub-
scribers can now stop their
driveway dellvery and sign up
for online delivery so they can
view the newspaper on a
computer exactly as it
appears in print no matter
where they are in the world.

“What folks can do is if
they -want to take the paper
with them, they can call thar
977-8347 and switch their
del(ijvery to online delivery,” he
said.

The greatest volume of
Vacation Watch requests
occurs from early April
through October, Niedzwieckd
said.

Tuesday alone, the Sun
City -West Posse received
more than 60 requests.

Neither posse gives out
€xact numbers because of
securlty concerns, but each
encourages residents to get
their cards filled out and
turned in as early as
possible,

“We're happy to do it, but
without the proper irforma-
tlon we can't,” McCormick
said,
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Gerry Niedzwiecki of the Sun City West Posse uses a golf car for Vacation Watch patrols

INE community.

JOY LAMBERT-SLABOWSKUDAILY NEWS-SUN

Betty Jane Peters of
the Sun City Posse
shows the Vacation
Watch forms resi-
dents need to fill
out before the ser-
vice kicks in.

VACATION WATCH

SUN CITY

Drop off cards at the Sun City Sheritf's
Posse, 10861 Sunland Drive. Cards are
available at the posse, as well as the foi-
lowing locations:

@ 5un City Fire Station No. 131, 17017 N,
99th Ave.

® Sun City Fire Station No. 132, 11401 N.
99th Ave.

@ Sun City Fire Station No. 133, 15013 N
111th Ave.

® Bell Recreation Center, 16820 N, 951:;
Ave,

@ Fairway Recreation Center, 1060C
Peoria Ave.

® Lakeview Recreation Center, 10626 1.
Thunderbird Blvd.

® Marinette Recreation Center, 9860 W
Union Hills Drive.

® Mcuntain View Recreation Center.
9749 N. 107th Ave.

® Oakmont Recreation Center, 10725 VW
Oakmont Ave.

@ Sundial Recreation Center, 14801 N.
103rd Ave.

® Sun City Bell Library, 16828 99th Ave.

@ Sun City Fairway Library, 10620 Peo-
ria Ave.

For information, call the posse at §72-
2555,
SUNCITY WEST

Drop off cards at the Sun City West Pos-
se, 20450 Stardust Blvd. Cards are avail-
able at the posse and the following loca-
tions:

® Board offices in the R.H. Johnson
Recreation Center, 19803 R.H. Johnson
Blvd.

® Sun City West Library at the R H.
Johnson Recreation Center.

®Property Owners and Residents Asso-
ciation Office, 13815 Camino del Sol.

® Sun City West Fire Station 101, 15001
N. Camino del Sol.

® Sun City West Fire Station 102. 20622
N. Stardust Blvd,

@ Sun City West Fire Station 103. 13431
W. Deer Valiey Road.

For information, call the posse at 584-
5808.
DAILY NEWS-SUN

To start or stop delivery of your Daily
News-Sun newspaper, or to sign up for
online delivery, call the circulation depart-
ment at 977-8347.
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Posse Only a Gleam
in Macicak’s Eye

Story,
Stan Steciak .
Del Webb Corporation

had a banner year in
1978. That’s the year
homes started going up in
SCW. There was no need
for a Posse a la Sun City.
An alert and hard working
County Sheriff, Jerry
Hill, had the foresight
that one day SCW would
need an organization that
he called “The eyes and
ears of the Sheriff”.
Sheriff Hill knew John
Macicak from the Sun
City Posse. He also knew
John was getting ready to
move to Sun City West.
Jerry leaned on Macicak
and convinced him to

work at establishing a

Sun City :West Posse.
John and Rose moved
here in Novémber 1978.
John Macicak went
looking for interested
people. He walked through
his new neighborhood. He
found Walter Holda digging
around in his new yard.’
John convinced him to
join. John said, “I told him
the Posse was better work
than leaning on a shovel”.
Then John and Wally
searched through the new
construction area recruiting
Posse people. An early
member was Helen Brown.
She helped tremendously.
Before organizing legally

POSSE TAKES SHAPE
Continued on C4

1978 Posse Be%ins to Take Shape

Continued from Page C

in 1979, the make-shift
Posse went on patrol in
their own cars. John said
they had 18 members,
Records indicate that the
SCW Posse was incorpor-
ated by the Arizona
Corporation Commission
on June 15, 1979.

No doubt . Macicak,
Holda and Brown had
many helpers to make the

Posse what it is today.
But, they were certainly
the movers and shakers
and deserve a ‘tip of your
hat’._ For your information,
stories will be featured
weekly in The Wester
telling about a different
SCW Posse year until
SCW’s 14th anniversary
will be celebrated, 14
weeks from now.
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“They give people a sense of security’

Posses keep eyes and ears
open to serve Sun Cities

By Pamela Manson
The Arizona Republic

They call themselves the eyes and cars of the
sheriff,

Several hundred Sun City and Sun City West
residents put in thousands of hours each year in
local posses, working to make the retirement
communities secure and 1o free sheriff's deputies
for more-pressing duties.

And they do it at no cost to the taxpayer.

“They're very good for the community,”
sheriff's Sgt. Mark Nelson said. “They give
people a sense of security.”

The posses are crime-prevention groups of
volunteer deputies operating under the guidance
of the Maricopa County Sherifl's Office. Posse
members go through ai least 80 hours of

training in patrol procedures, first aid, traffic

control, communications and other duties.

Some volunteers take additional hours of
training that qualify them to carry guns.

Once they have completed their training,
posse members perform many of the duties of
sworn officers. They patrol the streets of Sun
City and Sun City West looking for suspicious
activity, handle traffic-control duties and partici-
pate in search-and-rescue missions.

They also answer emergency medical calls,
keep an eye on the homes of those on vacation
and check up on residents when, for example,
they fail to appear for a reguler club meeting.

Posse members in the retirement communities
are available throughout the week, whereas
volunteers with other posses frequently are 21
their regular jobs, Nelson said.

— See POSSES, page B3

~_ POSSES, from page Bl

<. “We hit them here for help in the
week,” he said. “They’re unique in
‘that aspect.”

~ The work of the posse members
frequently lacks drama, but it adds to
‘the sense of caring in the community.
- Posse member Herbert Cahill went
Yo the residence of a Sun City woman
¥hen she failed to meet a friend one
morning. Hc was at the woman'’s
house five minutes after a posse
dispatcher received a call from the
worried friend. :

The woman was there, safe and
spund, having decided to go to church
that morning.

. For Dick Schiefelbein, those types
& “humanitarian” acts bring him the
most satisfaction as a member of the
Sun City Posse.

2 For example, in an emergency,
some residents are too distraught to
know what to do, said Schiefelbein,
executive officer of operations.

* “Sometimes, they're 0 emotional,”
He said. “We'll make the call to
welatives for them. We'll drive them to

the hospital, We'll lock their front
door before we leave.”

Schiefelbein added that Sun City
and Sun City West residents some-
times fecl more comfortable talking to
posse members, whotare closer to
them in age, than to most regular
deputies, who are younger.

Richard Baikie, commander of the
Sheriff’s Posse of Sun City West, said
search-and-rescue missions are an
important part of the work. When
mentally confused people wander
away from home, it is imperative that
they be found quickly, he said.

The posses grew from groups of
residents patroling the streets in their
own cars in the 1970s to organizations
that are almost indistinguishable from
professional police agencies.

The posses operate out of modern
buildings equipped with state-of-the-
art communications equipment. Mem-
bers wear uniforms and patrol in
marked cars. With forces totaling 170
to 200 members each, the posses are
larger than many Valley police forces.

All of the members work for free.
Jack Goodrich, executive officer of

the Sun City Posse, said that members
arc required to work 20 hours a
month, or 240 hours a year, but that a
few put in as many as 2,000 a year.

Baikie said that each year the
posses each put in about $1 million
worth of work. That doesn’t count the
cost of the posse headquarters, patrol
cars, equipment and uniforms. Those
are paid for with contributions made
during fund drives each fail.

Goodrich emphasized that posse
members only augment regular law-
enforcement officers, freeing them for
other work.

When posse members sec some-
thing suspicious or observe a crime,
they radio the Sheriff's Office. Direct
intervention by posse members is
discouraged.

Schiefelbein said posse members
have the time to do things a regular
deputy could not.

“If we see a garage door open ai
night, we'll call the resident on the
phone to tell him,” he said.

“We'll warn him about the possibil-
ity of having something stolen out of
there.”
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il
Charles Krejcsi/ The Arizona Reputiic
Herbert Cahill, a Sun City Posse member, fills out a report after checking a vacant home during his patrol. Cahill made
cure doors and windows were locked, looked for water leaks and picked up the newspaper.
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Our vigilant protectors

The Sun Cities

Posses

= By Nancy L. Brandt

SUN CITY WEST Posse Commander Bob Laird

.. (left) and Sun City Posse Commander Al Dunn

check out a lead.

O ne evening, a couple of possemen found a lady in
the middle of the street, decked out in a bright
red evening gown, directing traffic. She had obviously
been imbibing a little too much. It took a lot of
persuasion on the part of the possemen to get her out of
the street so that she would not be injured—while her
irate husband (who had apparently been to the same
party) argued that they were spoiling her fun.

More often than not, the missions performed by the
Posses of Sun City and Sun City West are of greater
import to the communities they serve. Operating under
the auspices of the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office,
Posse members are lauded as “our eyes and ears in the
Sun Cities” by Sheriff Dick Godbehere. He goes on to
explain that “there are approximately eight possemen
on the road for every two deputies out there.”

The nearly 400 men and women of the two Sheriff’s
Posses have become so familiar to the residents that
they are often taken for granted. They are always
available to handle traffic control, search and rescue,
vacation watch, and crime prevention. These people
aren’t paid to be there—they are there because they
care about their communities.

Each member of the Sun City Posse is required to
donate a minimum of 20 hours a month; the Sun City
West Posse 18 hours. In 1987, Sun City’s approximate-
ly 200 Posse members contributed over 70,000 man
hours to the county; the same year, the Sheriff’s Posse
of Sun City West donated more than 60,000 man hours.

22

The dollar value represented is astronomical.

Both Posses have several husband and wife teams,
Sun City West’s immediate past commander, Burke
Stout, and wife Mary Jane, are examples. For the
Stouts the Posse was a factor in their move to Sun City
West. They liked the security it provided and wanted
to be a part of the organization.

Although she and her husband often work together,
Mary Jane has no qualms about being on her own on
patrol. “We never feel isolated. There are always other
patrol cars in the area, and if we need a deputy they are
usually there within three minutes.”

In addition to patrolling, Mary Jane assists Robert
Schirmer with the publication of the Posse paper, The
Scanner.

Sun City West’s current commander, Robert Laird,
hails from New Jersey where he owned an auto repair
shop for 30 years. It was at a newcomer’s get-together
that Laird met posseman Bob Keller, last year’s Pos-
seman of the Year and the namesake for the new Posse
auditorium. Keller introduced him to the organization
and it didn’t take long before he, too, was a member.

“It’s been an education,” says Laird of his newfound
second career. “Being a commander keeps me busier
than when I owned my own business.”

For Lt. Marion Buscemi, the Posse filled a need in
her life at a time when she needed it most. “I was living
in Florida and my husband died. My world was
wrapped up in my home and church, and suddeniy
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everything [ knew was gone. I didn’t handle being alone
very well. | was on my way to Lake Havasu when I
stopped for three nights in Sun City and fell in love
with it. I didn't go any further.

“I'm 71, soon to be 72. Last year I put in 941 hours
with the Posse. Women can do the work. If they are
interested, they should come down and apply.”

Of course, the Posses are always looking for people to
join their ranks. To join, you must be a permanent
resident and in good health.

Newly elected Sun City Posse Commander Al Dunn
came from Wisconsin where he was a tool and die
maker. Upon retirement in 1982 he moved to Sun City.
“As a retirement activity I wanted something in the
field of community retations. Then I met Posse Lieu-
tenant Cleo Kirkpatrick. After hearing his description
of Posse activities, I was convinced this is what I was
looking for. The Posses get involved in a variety of
situations, from life threatening, to community threat-
ening, to comic, to mostly routine.”

Commander Dunn, like most Posse members, finds
his greatest reward in the success of a medical call. “I
was on duty one afternoon when a call came in from a
concerned resident who hadn’t seen one of his neigh-
bors for a couple of days and was worried. When I got
there, both doors and the windows were open but the
screens were locked. When I heard a gurgling sound
coming from the bedroom I called a deputy and we
went in through the window. The man was lying beside

o }

having corrected thousands of cataracts
since 1972, He turned a long, costly
operation into a 15-minute surgical
procedure. And a lengthy hospital stay

State licensed.

13200 N. 103rd Ave., Ste. 30
Sun City, AZ 85351
(602) 977-4291

May/June 1988

Cataract surgeons from around the world
attended this man’s symposiums.

e [Jr. Ronald Barner is someone to
trust with your cataract surgery. He is one of
Arizona’s most experienced ophthalmologists,

3333 E. Camelback Rd., Ste. 122
Phoenix, AZ 85018
(602) 956-3300

his bed where he had fallen after having a stroke. We
got the medics; they worked on him and got him to the
hospital, where he recovered. The medic told me later
that if he hadn’t been found he would have died within
a few hours. That’s all the reward you need—to know
that you’ve helped save a life.”

Dunn recalled another interesting incident. “A cou-
ple of years ago we ran a cat burglar out of the area. He
was a pretty smart operator. He would park his car in
an unused carport then walk up the alley, trying doors
along the way. He never forced entry or hurt anyone.
He always entered through an unlocked door. Upon
finding one, he'd go in and help himself. We finally ran
him out of this area and he was picked up in another
retirement community. If people would just remember
to lock their doors and windows, it would make it
harder for guys like that to operate.”

“We had an unusual incident at Viewpoint Lake,”
relates longtime Sun City Posseman Earl Root. “It was
kind of amusing. We got word that a woman was being
attacked by a swan. Sure enough, when we arrived we
found the huge bird running at this lady, hitting her
with its wings. My guess is it was merely protecting a
nearby nest. The swan went its way unmolested.” (In
other words, no arrests were made.)

The Sun City Posse’s 1987 Commander, Warren
Roeger, laughs when he thinks of a call he went on a
while back. “I was on patrol and was having some back

Continued on page 24

into outpatient surgery.

Just ask the more than 1,000 surgeons from
around the world who've artended his sympo-
stums. Or his patients who now see
clearly for the first time in years. If you
have cataracts, you should see Dr. Ronald
Barner today.

Participating
Medicare provider.

Barnet Center of Ophtha]molo gy

6553 E. Baywood Ave., Ste. 209
Mesa, AZ 85026
(602) 981-9060
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SUN CITY WEST Posse member Robert Lavell at the
communications keyboard.

problems at the time. I was called out to help a man
who had fallen out of bed and broken his hip. The
paramedics wanted to give him a shot to relieve his
pain, but they couldn’t find a vein in his arm, so they
gave him nitrous oxide (laughing gas) instead. The gas
must have dispersed into the air, because by the time I
got out of there I had no pain in my back at all.”
Roeger talks of another incident. “Awhile back,
there was a bad fire at an apartment complex in Sun

Photo by Dillman Putz

City. The fire started in one unit—1I think it was caused
by lightning—and it spread to a second unit. Thkere
were six or eight altogether. We arrived there shortly
after the fire department and stayed ‘round the clock
to protect the burned-out units until the residents were
able to return for their possessions.”

A sampling of the diverse services the Posses have
performed at the SherifP’s request—just in 1987—
include: blocking off Dysart Road because of a gas leak;
traffic control during the Open House at Luke Air
Force Base; and security and traffic patrol at the scene
of two railroad derailments occurring about a week
apart.

Because of the work of the Sheriff’s Posses of Sun
City and Sun City West, the crime rate in these two
communities is far below average. Not only are the
numbers lower, but the nature of the crimes is also less
violent.

In all their years of service, despite all the man hours
logged, no Sun City or Sun City West Posse member
has ever found the need to draw a firearm.

And one final footnote: the Sheriff’s Posse of Sun
City has a famous member—the President of the
United States. President Ronald Reagan was made an
honorary member (the only one) in 1983 when he
visited Posse headquarters. The Sun City Posse was
picked as the outstanding representative of volunteer-
ism across America. L
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Independence. . . with Maximum Comforts

* Furnished or Unfurnished - Short or Longterm
» Studio, one & two bedroom apartments

» Weekly housekeeping

» Transportation service

¢ Free laundry facilities

» 24-Hour Emergency Call System
* Free Continental Breakfast

For information and Availability List Call: (W(DDDAJ./ED
933-1313

A Wise Move
to Good Living!

VILLAGE
18616 N. 99th Ave., Sun City
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