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SYMPHONY
GETS 2ND
CHANCE IN
W. VALLEY

Financial upheaval 2 years ago
brought music to temporary end
The West Valley Symphony, led by maestro
Cal Stewart Kellogg, has come back to life

thanks to a large private donation and a
dedicated board of trustees.
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By Philip Haldiman

THE REVUBLIC | AZCEFNTRAL COM

The West Valley Symphony is ris-
ing from the ashes after a two-year
hiatus, thanks to a hefty donation
from a private donor.

On Dec. 7, the svmphony’s Christ-
mas concert will be held at Shep-
herd of the Hills United Methodist
Church in Sun City West, perform-
ing the stylings of Georges Bizet and
Leroy Anderson, as well as Tchai-
kovsky’s Nutcracker Sutte.

The symphony's second show of
its first full season since it disbanded
coincides with its first performance
40 vears ago.

The symphony's return doesn't
simply spell relief for local classical
music lovers. 1ts rebirth adds to the
cultural offerings for residents of the
Sun (ities and Surprise, while also
helping attract new residents and
making the Northwest Valley a des-.

West Valley Symphony concerts

WHAT WHEN WHERE COST
Christmas concert 3and7 Shepherd of the Hills ~ General admis-
featuring Bizet, p.m., Dec. 7 United Methodist sion tickets are
Anderson and Church, 13658 W. $25
Tchaikovsky's Meeker Bivd,,

Nutcracker Suite Sun City West

“"Melodies You 3Ipm., Faith Presbyterian General admis-
Know,” featuring Jan. 1 Church, 16000 N. Del  sion tickets are
Rossini, Schubert Webb Blvd., Sun City $25

and Beethoven

“French Romantics,” 3pm, Prince of Peace General admis-
featuring Ravel, Saint ~ March 8 Church, 14818 W. sion tickets are
Saéns and Bizet Deer Valley $25

Road, Sun City West

tination point for people iving clse-
where in the Valley.

The revitalization was sparked by
the efforts of a dedicated board of
trustees and $240,000 bequeathed
by J.E. Donald Hastie, said Fred Ber-
kenkamp, former president of the

symphony's board of trustees.

“You never do these things by
vourself,” said Berkenkamp. “The
bourd of trustees and that generous
donation were instrumental in

Sce DONATION Page 4

Cal Stewart Kellogg canducts the West Valley Symphony
at Faith Presbyterian Church,
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bringing the symphony back”

The West Valley Symphony has beena
staple of the west side since 1968, when it
was known as the Sun City Symphony
Orchestra, openingto capacity crowd of
nearly 1.000 people. Sun City was barely
s vearsold at the time, and the symphony
has since endured numerous name and
venue changes, but e waves of wood-
winds and the roll of the tympani never
fully disappeared from the West Valley
landscape — until 2006,

The symphony cut spending. abtained
egal counsel, and launehesd waquick fund-
Falsing campaien in fopes cbstopping the
financial  hemorrhage. but customers
were all tapped out, Borkenkamp said.

Declining season-ticket sales, smalier
Ludicnees and less support from donors
coneributed 1o the closure, Berkenkamyp
.\Jl\.i..

The symphony wis 100,000 in debt
and went dormant haltway through 1t
2005-06 season, nearly going bankrupt.

. Ticket holders were allowed to redeem

their last two tickets of the scason for
shows at the Phoemix Symphony,

W inventorivd evervtiing, inchading
our music thrars AN put Hup tor sale
There was no money o pay the musi-
cians,” Berkenkamp card, We didn'thave
1 choice but to shut down operations.”

Barbara Lashmet.viee president of the
symphony’s board of trustees, was in
s when the symphany Jishanded, b
she said she was dirthied o death when
the svmphouy roceived the lifeline dona-
fion from Hasne st vear

~gometimes miracies happen, but you
ave to be ready for thent” Berkenkamp
\‘Ql.lLlA.

The haard of rustees began Sranizing
Ammediately, Berkenkamyp said, nssisung
the rebirth by rying o ereate d more -
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Ken and
Marge Clark
{center} wait
for the West
Valiey
Symphony o
perform at
Faith
Presbylerian
Church

Symphony details
Conductors

Maastras Warren Cohen and
Cal Stewart Kellogg

Dec. 7: Ken & Brenda Goodenberger,
vocalists.

March 8. Walter Cosand, prano.
To contribute

Tax-deductible gifts are accepted. Ma!
checks to: West Valley Symphony, PO Box
1417 Sun City, Ariz. 85372

Mther donation methods are avaHable

Move info
623-236-678 westvalleysymphony 07§

fmate svinpheny That meant choosing
cmalier venues suchas churches rather
than firge ones such as Sun Ciry Wests
Aarcona County Fyvents Coenter, the
symphony’s craditional howwe

«Rather than targeting a large number
of peaple, let’s stay within our means.”
Berkenkamp said. IS worked well.
We're going to make it”

The symphony Ao ereated anambias
Saatel program to fostor IMOTY AW Areness
of the West Valley symphony. The pro-
gram includes 55 volunteers who put the
word out about the symphony to friends
and newghbors.

1< important that the volunteers talk
to people whe they know and trust,” Ber
wek oy said, TWe sopiors, e dontpan
atrention to advertising. But we will s
on o sumeone we know and trust”

The West Valley Symphony's perforn-
anev carlier this month had ooswons
chowing AMore dhan 00 tickets were
i tor ats first show o1 the scasen it
Py Prosbyterian Churdh o san Uil
Lashmet said.



PHOTO BY RyAN RENNEDY THE KL JEL:
The Wet Valley Symphony perferms on a recent Sunday afterncon at Faith Presbyterian Church in Sun City.



Classical
orchestral
music fills
art museum

STAFF REPORT

Former members of the
West Valley Symphony,
under the name of The Sinfo-
nietta and conducted by Mae-
stro James Yestadt, will play
at 3 p.m. Aug. 20 in the West
Valley Art Museum as part of
the museum’s ongoing But-
terfield Musicales series,

Sponsored by Surprise,
the pro-
Eram will

ave an
interna-
tional
scope, mir-
roring the
museum'’s [
interna-
tional w
ethnic r
dress %
collection. :

This 1

3 .
tadt -

small-scale ' summer. concert

— 21 musiclans- and an
anticipated audience of 220
— attempts “to address the
missing classical component

of concerts in the West Val- |
ley. Live orchestral classical
music has not been heard in’

the West Valley since ‘the
symphony ceased operations
in February. s

With compositions by
Mozart, Finzi, Barber.-and
Tchalkovsky, the concert also
will feature guest soloist John
Cra}n’\iﬁ Barker on clarinet.

ter 38 years of perfor-
mances, the West Valley
Symphony. closed its opera-
tions Feb, 6, citing ongoing
financial problems and less
than stellar ticket sales. It
fled for Chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy in April following fail-
ure to raise sufficlent funds
to pay creditors. -

Concert tickets for the
Aug. 20 show, priced at $20,
will be avallable in the
museum store, which is open
from 10 am. to 4 p.m. Tues-
day through Sunday. Credit
card purchases may be made
by phone, 972-0635, between
8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

Tickets may be picked up
In advance In the museum
store or at the door one hour
before ' the performance. In
case of a sold-out perfor-
mance, walk-ins will be wel-
come to sit in the gallery out-
side the .theater doors. to
listen to thé concert,

The:West Valley Art
Museum is at 17420 N. Ave-

nue of the Arts, at 114th Ave-

nue and Bell Road, Surprise.
For iInformation, call 972-

0635 or visit www.wvam.org.

900Z ‘ZT AINr 'A¥ASINGIM - NNS-SMIN ATIva

€Y

HA

INOHdHWAS

I



DAILY NEWS-Sy

WV Symphony heads to
G_Iendale Arena, Prince of Peace

MITCHELL VANTREASE
DAILY NEWS.SUN

West Valley Symphony officials
delivered a “huge blow™ to the Sun-
dome Center for the Performing Arts
Monday when they announced they
would move the 2005-06 classical
and pops concert series to the Glen-
dale Arena and Prince of Peace
“atholic Church in Sun City West.

The decision ends more than two
lecades of symphony performances

at the Sundone, which is owned by
Arizona State University. ASU plans
to sell the facility.

‘I believe we really can't plan a
S€ason with this kind of informa-
tion, " said Rich Shelton, West Valley
Symphony €xecutive director,

Dee Hjermstad, president of the
Sundorme Performing Arts Associa.
tion board of directors, said she's
disappointed with the West Valley

ymphony's announcement. Howey-
er. she believes there was no other

- TUESDAY. aPRIC 12 2005

loses staple

choice.

“It's a huge blow to the Sundome,
but the symphony must go on,” she
said. "ASU dragged its feet for 10
months, and they had to find
another venue.”

Shelton said the West
Symphony board of directors
unaminously to “move the sym-
phony forward in what we believe
will be a new beginning for our
organization.” .

Shelton said the two new venues
were selected because theyre the
largest in the West Valley. Prince of

See SYMPHONY, A5

Valley
voted

- Board President Frank Cavalier,
Maestro James Yestadt and Symphony Principal clarinetist J C. Barker.

SIMHEAUNTY

From A1

-_
Peace, located 1 mile north of
the Sundome, secats about
1.500 people and wili be used
for the classical concerts,

The Glendale Arena, which
seats up to 17,000, could be
reconfigured depending on
ticket sales. Shelton said ini-
tial plans are for seating
6.500.

“There had to be a season
whether we were still in the
Sundome or not,” he said,

Glendale Mayor Elaine
Scruggs said in a written
statement that she "welcomes
(the symphony) as our newest
partner at the Glendale Arena
and with them greater suc-
tesses in the coming years.”

Use of the Sundome Per-
forming Arts Center has been
up the air for more than a
year. Event organizers,
Including the West Valley
Symphony, can't book any
shows without knowing if it's
available next season.

“They had to do what they

had to continue their sea-
50Mn," said Maricopa County
Board of Supervisors Char.

man Max Wilson.
Wilson has tried to take

LU TTHA -

the Sun City West venue
under the county's wing. but
No agreement between ASUH
and the supervisors has been
approved in the 10 months
stnce ASU announced it wasg
selling the Sundome. A 20-
year deed restriction requir-
g the facility to remain as
41 entertainment venue
expired last year. Del Webb
Corp. placed that restriction
on the Sundome when it gave
A5U the facility for $10 in
1984,

Wilson said the county
and ASU are still in talks to
reach an agreement. He saiqd
it's unfortunate the sym-
phony had to move, but
hopelfully not for long.

"Alter we're through this,
we hope that they can come
back.” he said. *The Sun-
dome is the best place to hear
the symphony because of the
acoustics.” '

Following a Glenn Miller
tribute performance and a
few high school graduations
booked at the Sundome, the
doors will remain closed until
lurther notice. It's expected to
go dark by the middle of the
summer.
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Symphony
struggles
with bleak
financial
outlook

Sundome
syndrome
plagues

orchestra

GLAUDIA SHERRILL
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Richard Shelton, executive
director of the West Valley
Symphony. said the proceeds
from this year's Black and
White Ball were lower than in
past years,

Despite the help of Pets-
Mart. which was the major
sponsor for the dinner. and
Northern Trust, Arrowhead
Community Bank and Orcutt
Winslow Architects, which
were the other major corpo-
rate sponsors of the ball,
Shelton expressed disap-
pointment at the lack of com-
munity support.

The ball, which is one of
the symphony's two major
fund raising activities,
attracted 179 guests 1o Briar-
wood Country Club Fridav
and raised only $19.065.

Shelton attributes the
decline in donations and
ticket sales to apprehension
about the fate of (he

Sundome,

"People have told me that
when the Sundome issue s
resolved, they might be will-
ing to buy tickets and send

See SYMPHONY, A5
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From A1

donations,” Shelton said.

Ticket sales for the sym-
phony are at an all-time low,
he said, and contributions
are at a five-year low.

"What I can't seem to con-
vince people of, is that the
West Valley Symphony plans
to be around regardless of
what happens with the
Sundome.

“If we continue to get sup-
port as in the past, we can go
anywhere and perform,” he
said.

However, ticket sales and
contributions have not met
budgeted expenses for musi-
cians, stafl, advertising and
other costs, ‘

“All the gains from last
year have been lost,” Shelton
said. “This is the worst year
we've had in years.”

Despite efforts to educate

s removed the Sundome
E;?:,ue from the agenda for its
upcoming meeting Thursday
and Friday, further delaying
any action by the Maricopa
Board of Supervisors as well.

“We don't like being m"this
position,” Shelton said. “But
it seems as though the com-
munity is transferring their
feelings about the Sundome
to the symphony.

“Unless things change,
residents in the West Valley
stand to lose a large supplier
of cultural events in the area.
It could become a cultural
wasteland.” .

To support the symphony,
send co[r)lit)ributlons to West
Valley Symphony, P.O. Box
1417, Sun City, AZ 85372, or
go to a performance.

Pianist Lilya Zilberstein
joins the symphony at 3 pm.
Sunday and Grammy-winner
Jack Jones takes the stage

oLy VAINDLURANMIINLIAL Y

the public, Shelton said peo-
ple are convinced that the
West Valley Symphony is
Inextricably linked with the
Sundome.

He expressed appreciation
for the patrons who under-
stand the nature of the situa-
tion and have continued thelr
suppert, some even more
than In past years.

“For those people, we are
grateful,” he said.

He said that the symphony
Is looking at all available pos-
sibilittes for a new perfor-
mance space, but other than
ballrooms and some recre-
ation centers, there are few
options to fit the bill,

“In order to have a season,
we need to book artists,”
Shelten sald. “This Sundome
{situation} is llke a ball and
chain pulling us down with
it.”

Arizona State University

r the final pops show of the
:f;(:eason April 2. Sunday’s
ticket prices range from $10
to 830. and tickets for Jack
Jones’ performance range
from S15 to $40 or cabaret-
style at $125 or 8450 for a
table of four. Tickets for
either event are avallable at
the Sundome box office, 975-
1900 or at TicketMaster,
480-784-4444.

laudia Sherrill may be
refched at 876-2511 or
csherrill@aztrib.com.
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SUBMITTED PHOTDS
Members of the Symphony Guild, top
and above, sells items in the lobby of
the Sundome each concert Sunday to
support the endeavors of the Sym-
phony of the West Vailey. The Guild is
sponsoring a lecture series in 2001
featuring Maestro James Yestadt.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
James Yestadtj mu;ic director and conductor of the Sun Cities Symphony of the West Valley is
scheduled to give six lectures next year.
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Symphony Guild program opens world
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of classical music to West Valley students

By KATHLEEN WINSTE.AD
Sun Citles lndependont

It's no secret kids today prefer
Janet Jackson, Madonna and
Whitney Houston to Mozart,
Beethoven and Brahms. ,

Members of the local symphony
guild and officials from nearby
school districts, however, have

joined forces to create a program

that introduces classical music to
students in the Peoria and Dysart
school districits.

Organizers of the program feel
it’s important for students to have
access to classical music. Today’s
students may be part of the MTV
generation but, if given a chance,
they may swilch their allagumces
from Bon Jovi to Bagh. .

meamumalprom,saund’

"more about music by attending a

“Bridging the Generation Gap
Through Music,” is sponsored by
the Sun Cities Symphony Guild
and Plaza del Rio Retirement
Community in Pearia,
- 'The guild, a fund-raising arm of
the 95-piece Sun Cities Symphony
Orchestra, has beenin existence
for 15 years but only recently
instituted the educational project
as part of a community outreach
program, says guild member Ruth
Cunningham, who is spearheading
the project with Sharon Harper,
general partner of Plaza del Rio.
“We have a music competition
each spring for high school
students; so it's always been my
desire to reach out 1o a8 younger
audience,” Ms. Cunningham says.
~“If you get kids in school
interesied in the symphony, they’ll
get their parents interested. We
decided it was time we did reach
out and help develop an interest in

classical music and make other
communities aware we have a

- symphony.”

Dorothy Hickok, another mem-
ber of the guild, thinks it’s
important to introduce classical
music to children while they are
still young.

“The :dea is you learn to read
music when you learn to read out of
a book. I think that children should
have the chance to have the best of

-everything — the best literature,

the best music, the best art.”
The educational project, which

_ Music '
dppakiRity; boggiise: Qf ﬁmp}al.- |

m MUSIC

targets both high school and

elementary school students, ;ﬁpn
sists of several projects:

W An intergenerational musi
outreach program called *Strings 1
Education” utilizes the teachin,
talents of symphony members.

Seel MUSIC, Page B:

The goal of “Strings in Educa-
tion"
whereby Sun Cmes Symphony and
gulld members -assist .in the
development of a strings program
for the schools on a volunteer basis.

B A music camp scholarship
program enables youth to learn

special camp during the summer.
Del Webb Corp. has agreed to
provide $500 to one child from the
Dysart School District chosen to
attend a music-camp, :

‘B A musical instrument
collection and redistribution

- program provides instruments to-

grade-achool youngsters

- Many students in the Dysart and
l?eoria :schools who are seriously
interested in learning how mjhy ‘a
" instrument ‘are deniéd the

constraints,

- “We know ihcre are a lot of

wonderful instruments- gathering
dust in closets out there, so we have
created a vehicle for people to pass
their love of music on to our young

people through this new program,”

is to establlsh a program .

saysMs Harper ,

Plaza del Rig receives used
instruments and works with the
schools to distribute the instruments

to children who need them. To .

donate instruments, call 972-1184,
Another component of the

program will feature the Sun Cities

Symphony and students in an

mtergene.rauonal orchestra perfor-

mance, The project’s organizers
. L

hope to coordinate an orchestra
performance for the public’s
enjoyment which will combine the
talents of Sun Cities Symphony
members and students.

Ms. Cunningham says although
the program has already received a
tremendous response, she would
like to pursue yet another dream.

“My goal is this: A Northwest
Youth Orchestra.”
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Guild
plans
solo act

J By, KIMBERLY HICKS
i
[
]

&

- Dally News-Sun staff

»r

'L Beginning next month, the Sun

]

‘Citles Symphony Guild will be a
ssoloact, o . N
. The guilld's board of directors

'voted unanimously in April to
‘incorporate. The action means
the guild will separate from its
‘parent organization, the Sun
1Cities Symphony Orchestra As-
1sociation and will have more say
L «in the types of programs it will
. 'sponsor,
' In August, the Sun -.Cities
PvSymphony Guild will be recog-
‘nized as an independent, non-
profit corporation, said treasurer
-~ Lois Galpert.

Despite the separation, she
said, the guild’s goals of sup-
porting and promoting the Sun
Cities Symphony Orchestra will
not change.

The 400-member guild raises
about $40,000 a year for the or-
chestra through its fund-raising
activities.

This is not the first time the
guild has been an independent
entity. It was formed in 1980 as
the Sun City Symphony Guild,
but amended its name in 1983 to
the Sun Cities Symphony Guild.

In 1986, the guild began op-
erating under the auspices of the
Sun Cities Symphoeny Orchestra
Association, which agreed to pay
its liability insurance.

- “The-guild feels it is now fi-

nancially able’ to carry its own
liability insurance,” Galpert
- said. “It will be an added ex-
pense but, in return, we have a
little more flexibility regarding

_ the types of fund-raisers and
_programs we want.”
. Prior to incorporating, the
[~ 'guild donated all money it raised
'to the symphony association, to
~be used at the association mem-
* pers’ discretion.
*  The symphony association will
. still decide how to use funds
raised by the guild. However, as
a separate entity, the guild is not
* required to donate all money it
' raises to the symphony associ-
ation, Galpert explained.

=

". “Although the -guild still plans

wto-glve the association *“as much

oy 1N

CRYEE]

|, ‘money as possible evet year,” it
| ‘atsch-isi:developing :an . educa- -
T tional program to promote the
1 symphony throughout the
| Northwest Valley, said Ruth

1 Cunningham, seécond vice presi-

"“dent. bl

e —

Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Tuesday, July 13, 1993

Specific details of the progfam .
will be disclosed later, Cun-
ningham said.

“We want to put together an
educational program involving
the symphony and take it out to
hundreds of school kids,” Cun-
ningham said. “That way, we
hope to bring in their parents.
Many people (in the Northwest

" Valley) don’t even know we have

a symphony.”
" See, Guild develops, A6

Guild develops
education program

—From Al
Carlos Wilson, executive Group pOStS

director of the symphony as-

sociation, said the guild’s coming events

decision to incorporate will The following fund-
have little effect on the asso- raising events are
ciation. planned by Sun Cities
«If you look at what has Symphony Guild during
happened in the nation, most its 1993-94 season:
symphony guilds are separate B Sept 29 — A preview

from the parent association shopping day at the new
that hosts them,” Wilson said. Robinson's-May depart-
«we don't view this as any- ment store in Arrowhead
thing but the continuation of a Towne Center, located at

. N s w 83rd Avenue and Bell
harmonious relationship. Road, Peoria.

wilson said the association _ «Picn
may still pay the guild’s lia- Wi-tho?lfth;?ti," at ;a‘i’“;;
bility insurance. . . Trails in Surprise. .

«We're looking into it and, if 8 Nov. 18 — “Fashions
we can do that and help them of the Hour” at the Ari-
save money, we'd be happy to zona Biltmore in Phoenix.
do that,” he said. ® Dec. 3:5 — “Holiday

Mary Ingram, president of | Spree to San Diego.”
the guild last season, said m January 1994 — A
many members ‘“just wanted performance by the Lyric
to be independent again.” Opera at Arizona State

University in Tempe;
date to be announced.

B Feb. 26 — “Touches
of Elegance,” the third-
annual symphony guild
ball.

m March 18 — “Swing

“we still plan to raise as
much money as we can to
support the symphony. This
had nothing to do with the
association. The trend is more
and more for guilds to become
independent,” said Ingram, | ; .,
who belongs to both the sym- [ with the tM?esigo ggtlf
phony guild and the associ- @g;?amcn in Sun L1y

ation. . .
For information about

The guiid will continue to fund-raising events, call
sponsor concert previews on Lois Galpert, 566-1286.
the Tuesday before each
symphony performance, Gal- public to the type of music
pert said. The previews are that will be performed at the
designed to introduce the symphony.concert.
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rformed Tuesday High School in Gle
;. guild members attending the

*t«#B0Up’s annual Meeting,

ship. Kathrine Nowak, a vocaljst
s Twelve students . tompeted from Shadow Mountain High |
::_Situr;la'y' in the guild’s 11th School, won fourth place a
.‘&)

L]
o

[

'IQ-IICES.

3
-
-

nual! Ann Walling Music $200 scho
-sompetjtion for - High School
:: niors. Four students received
ve8eholarships for their perform-

o high school seniors tq encourage
re>sKen Sidrs, 8 planist from young musicians. The compet;-
-¢Shadow Mounizain High School
voP2 Phoenix, won first Place and a
8500 scholarship. Michae] Chuy,

Y guild

Mmusicians

. High School in Tempe, won sec. g
W 3kFour Valley high school muy. ond place and g $400 scholar. |
sefirians who received recognition

) ship. Iris Velasco, a pianist from
=M a Sun Cities Symphony Guild North
':&mpetition pe

west Community Christian

ndale, won
third place and a $300 scholar-

nd a
larship,

The symphony guild supports
the annual music competition for

tion is named for guild

member

tion.

tional Church in Sun City.

holarships |

and Sun City resident Ann Wal- Members of the Sun Cities S
( ling who founded the competi- Rachmaninoff’s
<& pianist from Marcos de Niza ;

ymphon

y Guild listen to Iris Velasco of Glendale perform
Concerto No. 2. Tyes

day at the guild’s annual meeting in the Cbngregq-
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Antigue auction to benefit Symphony Guild

_ Picture it: vintage chairs, lamps,
tables, chests and radios — a
marvelous melange of treasures —
gathered for a benefit auction in
November.

To make it happen, the Sun
Cities Symphony Guild is secking
antique and collectible ilems to be

; sold at the auction, 2 p.m. Nov. 2,
- at the Casa del Rio Retirement

Apartments.
The Charity Antique and

Collectibles Auction is a new
addition to the list of fund-raising
activities for the Symphony
Guild's 1991-92 season.
Sponsored by Casa del Rio and
Larry Mesler Auctioneers, the
Symphony Guild Benefit Auction
is part of Plaza decl Rio's second

annual “Antique Affair.”

Carole Sleight, guild
spokcsperson, says sellers retain
75 percent of their auction item
bid price and agree¢ to donate the
25 percent remaining portion 10
the guild.

Sale proceeds from the 25
percent donation are tax-
deductible, says Mrs. Sleight.

There is $5 bid card fee to
attend the auvction. This cost
includes hqrs d'oeuvres and
entertainment by “Arioso String
Quartet,” members of the Sun
Cities Symphony. All bid card
proceeds will benefit the guild,
Mrs, Sleight continues.

“Fund-raising events are heid
throughout the seascn to help

defray costs of the symphony and
its noted guest performers.

The Sun Cities Symphony
enjoys a worldwide reputation and
provides outstanding
entertainment to the largest
symphony audience in the world,”
says Ms. Sleight,

In addition to the Charity
Antiquc Auction at Casa del Rio,
the Antique Affair will include
free events such as an antique and
collectibles show and sale, antique
car display, model train exhibit,
benefit antique doll, 1oy show and
sale, ongoing entertainment and a
benefit cake walk.

For information on the auction,
call 972-4604. For information on
the Antiquc Affair, call 372-9815.
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Exceptional workers
inadvertently left out
EDITOR:

The 25th Anniversary edition
of the News-Sun was especially
noteworthy and I want to thank
Jeanne Stuckwish so much for

her excellent article about the

beginning of the Sun Cities Sym-
phony Guild. Unfortunately, the
names of two important persons
associated with that beginning
were inadvertently omitted. :

Marian Ryan retired to Sun -
City following an outstanding’

career as executive assistant in'a
prestigious law firm in St. Paul.
She was also legal auditor for

the state of Minnesota. She is -
one of the elected officers of the —

Sun Cities Symphony Orchestra
board of trustees and acté as
secretary for that group.

She is, (and has been since its
organization in 1979), parlia-

mentarian_for the Symphony
el e apdnt many Monthis
research and had innumerable:

interviews with respected attor-
neys in both Sun.City and Phoe-:
nix before writing and formulat-

_ ing the Constitution and bylaws
" which have given the Gu1ldsta A

 bility. T et A
Tge other, member, Mary

~ Ahearne, is quietly modest’ and

unassuming, like Marian Ryan, -

and equally efficient and depend-

“able. She came to.Sun;City after - .

a successful career of many years

».‘L‘:
ot ]

I

in the auditing and legal depart-

’

. ments of AT&T in New York

City. T

She ‘was the ‘Guild’s first trea-
surer and worked selflessly and
loyally to ensure that organiza-
tion's future, making many trips
back and forth  to Phoenix for
appointments with members of
the Corporation Commission and

‘the IRS for our non-profit status,

incorporation requirements with
the state of Arizona, and postal
privileges for bulk mailing, so

- egsential to any-non-profit group.

Such dedicated, volunteer con-
tributions of time and talent
should not be overlooked>*:. -

©""SAnn Walling

%" Sun City
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“Guild is music

NEWS-SUN TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1985

to players’ ears

By, JEANNE STUCKWISH
Staff Writer

Ann Walling was a hard-work-
ing early member of the Sun
City Symphony Association.

About five years ago, the asso-
ciation decided to organize a
guild as "an accessory to the
association. Then-president Mar-

ian Shideler appointed Mrs.

Walling as chairman of an ad
hoc committee to form the guild.

Ten people were recommended
to her by the symphony board to
serve as helpers. Among them
were Lois Holler, Breitel Haire
and the presént president of the
Symphony Guild, Ruth Bone.

MRS. HOLLER had been the
original membership chairman
of the association for four years.
Mrs. Haire and Mrs. Bone had
also been active members, hav-
ing joined the Symphony Asso-
ciation in its early years. -

The 10 women attending the
first meeting all contributed the

sum of $10 just to get things

rolling. “Seed money,” they
called it. '

They decided at that first
meeting that each would bring a
friend to the next gather-
ing—people who were interested
“in music and who could be relied
on to help in fund-raising.

THE NUCLEUS of the first
auxiliary board was made up of
those 20 people. ’

“The women went to work
right away and collected enough
money to have membership let-
ters printed,” recalled Mrs, Wall-
ing.

In six weeks there were 300
members signed up. “We had a
terrific response to those mem-

bership letters,” she said proud-

y.
THAT WAS in January 1979,
By April there was a lunch at
the Sun City Country Club for
people who were interested in
the organization. “That’s when
we really kicked it off. That’s
when plans took shape and the
money began to come in,” Mrs.
Walling remembered. C

It was also then that the exec-
utive board of the symphony
asked original members of the ad
hoc committee to serve as direc-
tors for the new organization,
with Mrs, Walling in charge.

Laying the foundation turned
out to be rather involved, they
found. During the initial period,
they were under the auspices of
the American Symphony Orches-
tra League, a national organiza-
tion. ,

. “THEY HAD a lot of informa-
tion and furnished guidance
about starting a symphony auxil-
iary. organization,” said Mrs.
Walling.

In May 1980, the group incor-
porated with the state as a non-
profit organization. Election of
officers also took place, and
again, Ann Walling was put in
charge as the first president.

A constitution was approved
by the National American Sym-
phony Orchestra and the state of
Arizona. The women also asked
for and received a postal permit
for a non-profit organization
from the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice.

“WE DID not want to be
financially dependent on the lim-
ited financial resources of the
Symphony board,” Mrs. Walling

said. “We wanted to function as
an independent organization and
contribute to the orchestra.”
Naturally, there had to be
fund-raising events, The first
fashion show, which has become
a tradition for the guild, was
presented in 1980. At that time
Breitel Haire was the chair-
man—a job that has become
uniquely hers ever since.

Other traditions were started.
Lois Holler has done all the table
“decorations and Rachel Swan-
berg is always in charge of the
artistic programs.

THE SUN Cities Symphony
Guild Inc. now boasts some 500
members—all proud of the part
they have played in supporting
the symphony.

ng, first president of the SC Symphony
{News-Sun photo by P. Atwood Williams)

, left, Sun Cities Symphony Orchestra Associafiori

president, and Ann Walli

Mary Girard
Guild.



Teacher, Pupil Wil Be Reunited-

“I still have that weak
fourth finger,”” read a

telegram to Jennings,

Butterfield in New Jersey
some years back.

It was from an ‘old
pupil, Sam Levenson,
who had given up music
to become a teacher.

In Levenson’s Sun City

' .appearance on May 6,
' teacher and pupil will be
reunited; ‘Levenson as
one of the country’s top
humorists and But-
terfield as conductor of
~| the Sun City Symphony.

In his book, “‘In One

Era And QOut the Other”

Levenson explains why

he became a teacher.

‘“The depression set in
3/ and unemployed sym-
< phony men were uJn-
\ derbidding me for jobs,”
he said. ,

Butterf:eld was in his
early twenties when he
instructed Levenson in
the Brooklyn *Music
School - Settlement. ““He

Ty 7

was an excellent student.

and wanted to become a
violinist,”’ Butterfield
said. ,

“I'll never figure out,
though, how he ever

practiced at home, with

lf

six brothers in that tiny
apartment over his dad’s
tailor shop,”” he added.

Butterfield may have a
good- point. In his book,
Levenson brings up his
musical career at home.

“My brothers found me
somewhat less inspiring.”

‘Sammy has .such a
wonderful memory,’ they
would say. ‘He makes the
same mistakes over and
over again,'”’

Levenson also men-
tions the dog next door
that sang with him. “Do
us a favor, Sammy, play
something he doesn’t
know.”’

As funny as Levenson
is about his childhood
experiences growmg up
the youngest in a Jewish
family living in Brooklyn,
he was not a class clown,
as one might expect.
Instead, he took his
music and schooling
seriously. :

“At that time,” ex-
p!ains Butterfield,

“music was a means of
escape from poverty.
Musicians were looked
upon with the same
regard as bankers.”

. Butterfield is hardly

Twain and Will Rogers,"”’
he says. ‘‘And you ‘can

disappointed inLevenson.
“I consider Sam ‘to be
next

in line to Mark quote me on that

'REMINISCING — Jennings Butterfield, conductor of the

Sun_City Symphony, reads the latest book of.a former violin
pupil named Sam Levenson. Teacher and student reunite on
May 6 when Levenson lectures at the Sundiat. (Pho‘tp by
Charlene Paraniuk)
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- ner, who was known as -

after jest from instruc

Only once has Jenn-
ings Butterfield,
founder and conductor
of the Sun City Sym-
phony Orchestra, been
accused of “beating”
his players — and that
was in jest by his con-
ducting teacher, Ber-
nhard Paumgartner.

While Butterfield was
studying at the
Mozarteum in Salzburg,
Austria, he recalled, his
first day brought the
confrontation between
the then-young Butter-
field ang the much-
respected Paumgart-

the top Mozart exponent

. in Europe.

“My first day was
quite  eventful. The
baton I brought was the
type used in the U.S. —
huge in comparison with
the Salzburg version, a
small, thin, almost
stiletto style.

“My assignment was
1o conduct the opera,
‘Marriage of Figaro,’
with no one among the
singers or orchestra
able to speak English.
As I began the overture,
the great, tall
Paumgarfner came to
me, put his arm around -
my shoulders and ask-
ed, ‘What do you expect
to do with that
stick—beat the

-players?’

“It was, to say the
least, a little hazing for
the newAmerican. Thad
noticed a Iitfte baton on
the rack of a piano in

-back of me, so I put my

‘stick’ down forever.
And began with the
stiletto.”

Butterfield, soft-
spoken with brilliant
white hair that never

.ceases to make him

memorable o people
who see him on stage in
Sundial auditorium dur-
ing the regular concert
season or directing the
Sun Bowl orchestra for
a special program,
began his formal educa-
“}’é‘ in music at the age
of 6.

Born in central New
York State, he studied
violin and theory at Cor-
tland and Binghamton
conservatories of music
and, while still a
teenager, was on the
faculty at Binghamton
Conservatory. Later in
New York City, he
studied violin with John
King Roosa, Paul
Stassevitch and Louis
Persinger; theory and
composition privately
with Howard Murphy

and Rubin Goldmark,

and orchestral in-

struments and con--

ducting at New York
University,
and Juilljard.
After a full career of
symphony conducting
on the East Coast the
Butterfields decided fo
move to Arizona in 1968.
Their initial choice was
Scottsdale, but, after

Columbia

change in plans.

The Sun . City or-
chestra was born short-
ly after the Butterfields

meved into their new

home. Edward Comins

of the First Nationai

Bank directed Butter-
field to a Devco ex-
ecutive would help in
the formation of an or-
chestra. A board was
formed, players from
all over the Valley were
contacted — including

members of the Liuke

Air Force Base Band —

and the first concert :
was presented in

November 1968 with ‘a
65-piece orchestra,

%\‘ YM PH”N_Y PERSGNA LITIESE
¢ Salzburg’ baton adopted
tor

o

seven of whom lived in o

Sun City.. '

“Best of all, it was a
sell-out,”” Butterfield
recollected, ‘‘because
knowledgeable people
on the board, such as
Lois Holler who had ex-
tensive experience in
the concert field after

retiring from Commun--

ity Concerts, made it

work.”’ The rest is JENNINGS

history.

BUTTERFIELD

hearing Barry .

Goldwater on television
talk about a place called

Sun City, there was a

j
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DOUBLE

takes

by Evelvn Barber

We thought it was great to receive a Christmas music. Lillian and I never look back—we only look
card from President and Mrs. Reagan—as undoubt- forward.”

edly other.Sun Citians did. But Earl Hansen of Sun Where Jennings Butterfield’s life touched others,
City West has even more reason to be proud. The there always was love and joy. _
president wrote an entire letter to him. Signed it, too. ——— e -

He wanted us to know about it because the letter
came in response to Hansen’s letter to the editor that
we used Nov. 4. The fact that it found its way to the
president, says Hansen, shows our letters to the
editor have some impact.

. Hansen’s letter suggested that continual quarrel-

ing and spiteful debate and acrimonious exchanges
by - politicians polarize the population and could
“weaken-.our national resolve.” He suggested that
officials, once elected, ‘‘should be supported, not
sabotaged, in their effort to govern.”
" The president told Hansen it was ‘“‘encouraging to
know that I can count on your support. If we are
willing to work together to solve our problems, we
will be able to bring about a renewal of faith in this
great nation. Your expression of friendship tells me
that I have your confidence and your trust in this
undertaking.” '

I ADMIRED Jennings Butterfield, not only for his *
creativity, but for his gracious manner and his
unflagging optimism. He never forgot to say ‘‘thank
you” or to give praise for a job well done. His
comments on the Sun City Symphony Orchestra’s
December concert express in his own words the great
love he felt for the *“‘child*’ of his creation. He wrote:

“I thought the Sun City Symphony sounded
wonderful tonight.. They played a very demanding
program, made even more demanding by performing
with the renowned cellist, Leonard Rose. It was a
magnificent thing.

*“The orchestra has indeed come a very long way
since those early days in November 1968 when we
gave our first concert. Of«course, I haven't been
hearing them at rehearsals this season, but it seemed
to me that they sounded better than ever. We have a
fine new conductor in Bernard Goodman—and the
orchestra is obviously responding beautifully to his
direction. I couldn’t heip being very proud of them
all.

“l do, of course, miss seeing all those lovely
people every week. But it makes me very happy to
know that they are continuing to grow, and that they
are in good, strong hands.”

Our socjal events writer, Loraine Towne, allowed
me to use-this lovely “‘review’ by Jennings, as well
as a note he wrote to her which illustrates his
philosophy of iife:

‘“Yesterday’s experiences are but a prelude to
tomorrow’s opportunities and challenges. I am about
to embark on three new projects, two of which are in
the field of music, and one very important one non-
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. By LORAINE, TOWNE
' Staff Writer

. A reception after the
-recent Sun City Symphony
" concert honered winners
-of the Jennings Butter-
-field Competition for
:"Young Musicians. It was
:-sponsored by the Sympho-
.-y Guild and held in the
" ‘home of Dori'ne Fregeau
*in Sun.City West. .
. Lawrence ‘Larry” Til-
-son, first-place winner,
: graciously accepted acco-
-lades from the guests for
“his fine performance on
. the bassoon. Bruce and
:Peggy Bade offered their
~ congratulations. Bruce is
flutist with the Sun City
“Symphony.

-~ Larry told them, *]

“have been playing the

-bassoon for about 10
-years. I am 19 now.”

;. He is a senior at the
:University of Arizona at
“Tucson and the principal
'bassoonist and ‘manager
-for.the University Sym-.
‘phony and Chamber or-
-chestras. ‘

- “THIS SUMMER I will
-attend the New College
-Music Festival in Saraso-
:ta, Fla., which is under
.the direction of Paul
:Wolfe. I also plan to study
‘at Tanglewood near Bos-
:ton,” Larry explained.

~ “T will audition for the
‘New England Conservato-
ry of Music in Boston and
Curtis Institute in ‘Phila-

delphia. I would like to

attend school in Boston in
order to be near the Bos-
ton Symphony - Orches-
tra,"” he concluded.

Dorine told Frank Spi-
nosa how much she had

enjoyed his violin solo on

-the program that evening.

Frank is assistant condue-
tor and coneert master of
the Sun City Symphony.
He is also professor of
music at Arizona State
University in Tempe.

FRANK introduced his
wife, Barbara, and his
friend, Floyd Immesoete
of Tempe. “We're Chris-
tian brothers,’”’ said
Frank,

Rutheda Pretzell and
Wayne Perrill conversed
with Ruth Solin, who re-
ceived honorable mention
in the competition for her
oboe playing. Rutheda
contributed the awards
for the two runners up.
Wayne is chairman of the
committee for young mu-
sician artists. :

Ruth told them, “I'm a
typical struggling college
student. I am a junior at
Arizona State University
and ‘I am invelved with
everything under the sun
that has to do with music
there. } am in the Univer-
sity Lyric Opera Theater
Orchestra, ASU Sympho-
ny Orchestra and cham-
ber group and the wood-
winds quartette.

“I have a recital com-
ing up on April 2, at 7:30,

in Room 510 of the ASU

Music Hall. Everyone is
welcome to attend. I will

-share the eoncert with

David Perry, a clarinetist.

“I WAS in the Messiah
as principal obeist out
here at the Sundome, and
also with the ASU Sym-
phony when they joined
the Canadian Brags at the
Sundome,” Ruth said. “I

hope to study with Ray
Still who is- principal obo-

ist with the Chicago Sym- -

phony Orchestra.”

Larry Tilson is the first
artist to win first place in
the competition, which is
named in memory of Jen-
nings Butterfield because
of his great devotion to
the musical education of
Young people.

Lillian Butterfield, Jen-
nings" widow, related one
example. “Several years
ago Jennings learned that
there were no string in-
struments in the public
schools in this area. This
bothered him, so he went
to the Department of Edu-
cation.

‘““He told them he would
like to start it, and he did.
He worked with the De-
partment of Parks and
Recreation and got things
going. He taught all day

Saturdays for many years :

in Phoenix.” B
- ANOTHER example of
his interest in young musi-
.cians is an excerpt from a
letter Lillian recently re-
ceived from Betsy Lusby.
“I often -sit back and
think about your husband
who gave me my first

violin lesson when I was 8 ]
Years old,” Betsy wrote.
“I remember going to the
Rotary and Rotary Anns :
lunches and being scared i
stiff of performing in front |

of all those people. Some-
how I always made it
through, and the people
just loved us. .

“ “I remember Mr. But-

terfield’s -gentle patience
and his wonderful way of

- Young musicians feted
at post-concert par

teaching. He was truly a’
gentleman with a genius
for music. He has influ-
enced me tremendously in
my appreciation of fine
orchestra and symphonic
musie.” - -
MARY JANE Bowen,
president of the Sympho-
ny Guild, and her hus-
band, Bob, were greeters
along with Ann Walling, .
immediate past president,
and her husband, Ray.
Laura Yellowlees, hos-
pitality chairman, poured

_punch at one end of the

table and Helen Tabor
poured at the other.

~Veryl and Herbert John-
son and Elsie and Luther
Gunberg were the chair-
men for the season's af-

.ter-the-concert parties.

Lola Peterson joined the
committee for this varty.




‘ h;\:

bara Spinosa.

LEFT: Lawrence Tilson,

who won the fop award in
musical competition, vis-

‘joke wiih Frank and Bar-

its with Lilllan Butter-.

field. The competition is
~ named for her iate hus-
band, Jennings. -

- 10443 N. 83rd Ave.

Peoria, Az.
{1 block south of Grand}

1979-4229
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The News-Sun’s first Apex Award
“for continuing exceptional service
to community’’ was presented today
-to Sun City Symphony director and
conduetor Jénnings Butterfield.

News-Sun publisher Burt Freireich
also presented recognition plaques to
the Men and Women of the Year
during the Empire State Club’s an-
nual luncheon in Duff’s banquet
room. They are:
" Sam Higginbotham and Eleanor
McNell for Sun City; Eric Robinson
and Mary Taylor for Youngtown;
and Loise Copes for Sun City West.
- BUTTERFIELD founded the sym-
phony 13 years ago, with a few
musicians meeting in his home to
form thé nucleus of the new organi-

|- zation. The orchestra grew steadily

until its concerts filled the Sundial
Auditorium, with outstanding musi-
ea} artists' appearing as guest per-
formers, '

In 1980, the symphony moved to
the Sundome in Sun City West, with
excellent response in season sub-
seription sales and attendance. But-
terfield announced earlier this year
that he would be stepping down from
the podium for good after the orches-

tra’s final season concert April 5. He

first Apex Award |

room staff and winners of awards .

~Walker and Carolyn Vonier, Young-.

has missed only one performance .}
during his years as conductor. A
- "Men and Women of the Year
awards have been sponsored annual-
ly by the News-Sun since 1975 to- .
honor those who have given out-
standing service to community and
to fellow residents. ‘
RECIPIENTS are nominated by -
local residents and their gqualifica-. "
tions: judged by the paper’s news-.

the preyious year. . ot
Chosen for 1974 were ‘:s.“dProutj‘ﬂt
and Gertrude Flyie of Sun City; for:
1975, Wil Stevener and Edna vorr= % - -
Pischke, Sun City, and Ray Peacock;: ‘§ -
Youngtown; 1976, Dr. Jesse Lansnet%ai
and Pearl Coulter, Sun City, Oliver: -
Hartzell and Aggie Bower, Young- - -
town; 1977, Rose Schwartz and: % -
Charles Wider, Sun City, Norman:. !
Shrenk and Anna Novak, Youmg:'
town; . B
1978, Sam Elliott and Ejeanor Lin-
stad, Sun City, Bob Cooke and Lois {1
Hutton, Youngtown; and 1979, Dr.
Abraham Tamis and Lorene Read, .
Sun City, Otto Paulsen, Charles: !

town, Wiliam Stewart and Irma.: {4
Halfter, Sun City West.
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The Conductor’s Corner
BERNARD GOODMAN

Music Director and Conductor

A Penication Us
HMaestra Yennings Butterfield

It has been my privilege to succeed Jennings Butterfield as
your Conductor. While [ had no occasion to become ac-
quainted with him prior to assuming this position, I found him
to be a most gracious man, very helpful in advising me
concerning the important facets of the orchestra and its
favorable image in this community, and most anxious that the progress to date might be
continued far into the future.

Perhaps the most fitting tribute that we of the musical family could pay to our departed
Conductor Emeritus would be to dedicate the selections [ have indicated on the program to his
memory. | hope that as they are played we all may feel rededicated to beautiful music, to the
legacy of this wonderful orchestra which he developed, and to the Valley of the Sun—his
homeland during his retirement years and also ours.

JENNINGS BUTTERFIELD
1900-1982

— Bernard Goodman

The Guest Artist

PETER NERO
Guest Conductor & Pianist

Combining classical discipline with the spontaneity of jazz, Peter Nero
has added a new dimension and respectability to Pop Music. One critic
wrote: “He is the Viadimir Horowitz of Pop Music. His approach to the
piano is in the true tradition of the great virtuosos.”

As an arranger and composer, he continues to keep up with the times
by extracting from the new fads what he considers meaningful and discard-
ing the frivolous. He continues to destroy “sacred cows” with his excur-
sions into musical humor, but always with deep respect for quality and ex-
- cellence.

His numerous successful appearances with symphony orchestras as Conductor/Sololist led to his
appointment as Musical Director and Principal Conductor of the newly formed Philly Pops Orchestra in
November, 1979.

The inaugural pair of concerts at Philadelphia’s Academy of Music were an overnight sensation.
“The Pops is tops — and the hero is Nero!"proclaimed the Philadelphia Inquirer the next morning;
“Nero and his forces brought cheering patrons to their feet in admiration” wrote the Bulletin, and Varie-
ty commented as follows, “The Philadelphia-grown rival to the Boston Pops shapes up — an instant
smash.”

Nothing succeeds like success, and within months, Nero and the Philly Pops were the first sym-
phony orchestra to perform at Resorts International Hotel in Atlantic City and Belmont Park Racetract
in New York. A highlight of this initial season was the 4th of July telecast over the PBS network from
Independence Mall before an audience of 40,000 cheering Philadelphians.

The future is even brighter for Peter Nero and his Philly Pops; a sold-out subscription season in
Philadelphia, numerous “runout” concerts to eastern cities, recordings, and during 1981/82 the first
national tour.

When Peter is not playing the piano or conducting, he is romping at home in Los Angeles with his
beautiful wife, Peggy, who also often accompanies him while on tour. He is the father of two children,
Beverly and Jedd, both by a previous marriage.

Peter Mero and the Peter Nero Trio appear by arrangement with KOLMAR-LUTH Entertainment. Inc., New York, M.Y.

—14—




Program

FOURTEENTH SEASON — SIXTY-SIXTH SUBSCRIPTION CONCERT
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 1982

8 P.M. — Sundome Center for the Performing Arts
SUN CITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
BERNARD GOODMAN, MUSIC DIRECTOR and CONDUCTOR ‘
Frank Spinosa, Assistant Conductor :
GUEST ARTIST — PETER NERO, Pianist and Conductor '

RICHARD NANISTA, Electric Bass
EDDIE CACCAVALE, Percussionist

The Music Director and all members of the Sun City Symphony Orchestra respectfully
dedicate the first half of tonight’s program to the memory of Maestro Jennings Butter-
field, Founder and First Music Director and Conductor of the Sun City Symphony Or- ‘
chestra. o

AveVerumCorpus . . . ... oo e Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
performed in memory of Jennings Butterfield
The audience is requested to refrain from applause

Variations on a Theme by Girolamo Frescobaldi tor String Orchestra . . . . Alexandre Tansman
Symphony No. 83 in G Minor {TheHen) ............ ... ... ... .. .... Joseph Haydn
Allegro spiritoso
Andante

Menuet, Allegretto
Finale, Vivace

INTERMISSION

\
A Group of Popular Selections performed by the Peter Nero Trio iil

Rapsody in Blue for Pianoand Orchestra .. .. .................. ... George Gershwin

Bidin' My Time for Pianoand Orchestra . ... ...... ... ... ... .. ... ... George Gershwin
arranged by Peter Nero

Variations on I've Got Rhythm for Piano and Orchestra. . ... ........... George Gershwin
arranged by Peter Nero

STEINWAY PIANQ
RCA VICTOR AND COLUMBIA RECORDS
ALL ARRANGEMENTS AND ORCHESTRATIONS BY PETER NERO

—15—




FOR SYMPHONY MAGAZINE April 22, 1981

JENNINGS BUTTERFIELD RRT1HES AS CONDUCTOR OF THE SUN CITY SYMPHONY

Maestro JENNINGS BUTTERFIELD retired as Music Director and Conductor
of the Sun City Symphony, with the final concert of the scason on
April 5th, He recelved an emotional standing ovatlon from his audience
of 5700 people in the Sundome Center for the Performing Arts in Sun City West,
and Was presented a speclal plaque designating him as"Conductor Emeritus",
and expressing the admiré{ion, appreciation, and love of hls nmultitude of
friends, for his dedicated services and musical guidance these past thirteen
years,

Jennlngs was born in Central New York Stgte,studied violin, theory
and compostion at Cortland and Binghamton Conservatories; continued his
studies in New York withthe best known teachers of his time and at
New York Unlversity and Columbla Teachers College; hroadened his studies
to include orchestral instruments and conducting at New York U, Columbia,
and Jullliard; andd at the Mozarteum in Salzburg under Bernhard Faumgartner
and Nicolai Malko,

Jennings had founded and conducted two community symphony orchestras
before coming to Sun City: the West Orange (N.J.) Symphony and the Cape
Cod Symphony. He founded the Sun Clty “ymphony in 1968, with a few musiclans
meeting in his home to form the nucleus, The orchestra grew steadlly, and
in recent yedrs has featured such outstanding guest artists as Roberta Peters,
Eugene Fodor, Malcolm Frager, Barry Tuckwell, Eric Friedman, Skitch Henderson,
and Anna Maria Alberghettl.

Ma’estro Butterfleld announced last spring, at a banquet celetrating
his 80th birthday, that he would be relinguishing his baton upon completion
of the 1980-81 season.

Hls successor as Music Director and Conductor will be Bernard Goodman,
Formerly professor of music at Unlversity of I1linols, first violln of the
Cleveland Symphony, and conductor-musical director of the Univ of Illinois

Symphony and the Champaign-Urbana Sympheny.
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Symphony plans Boswell beneflt

An evening of music to help Boswell Hospltal theResldents’ Galleries in

America loves will be
presented as a benefit for
Boswell Memorial
Hospital, Tuesday, Nov.
11, at 8 p.m. in the Sun-
dome Center for the Per-
forming Arts.

The concert 1s not part of
the regular 'symphony
season. The Sun City Sym-
phony, under the direction

of Jennings Butterfield, is

offering their first concert

———

celebrate its 10th annivet-
sary and to raise some
money for hospital expan-
sion.

There are stlll excellent
seats available and at only
$4 for a ticket donation,
this must be the bargain of
the year. Tickets are on
sale at the Kings. Inn, the
Sundome, all Diamond’s
box offices, the Boswell
Hospital Gift Shop arnd at

Sun Citian artist, Bob
phony Director, Jennin
lobby of the Sundome.

Sun City.

Claudia. K_ennedy, lyric
soprano, will sing arias
from Puccini and Franz
Lehar.; and James Ruc-
colo, a piano virtuoso and
artist-in-resldence at ASU,
will play Gershwin’s

“Rhapsody in Blue.”

-The orchestra wlll $pice
the evening with the old
fiddlers’ hoe-down, ‘‘The

Luscombe; left, accepts

A_rl;ansas Traveler”
Guion; selecﬁons ‘from -
“Gigi,”. Tchaikovsky’s
ever popular waltz from
the “Sleeping Beauty
Ballet Suite,”” and
Strauss’s Overture to “Die

FledermauS no

by-

In keepmg w1th{he trad1—
tional: Veterans' Day

theme, the concert will end.
“with the “Stars and Stripes
Forever" by Sousa '

“many lhanks" of Sym-

gs Butterﬂeld for the portralt which will hang in the -

ovvoltheSundome.
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By VAL BEMBENEK .
View Editor

Ten ‘years — ‘an
anniversary that marks
a decade of cultural
leadership in Sun City —
also js an opportunity
for Jennings Butterfield
to examine the past and
present and express

- hopes for the future.

Founder, conductor
and musical director of
the Sun City Symphony,
the white-haired
gracious man who
*looks like a conductor
ought to’’ arrived in Sun
City from Massa-
chusetts in April 1968.

It wasn’t for retire-
ment,

He knew he would do
the same thing he had
done for the previous
eight years in Cape Cod
and for years before
that in West Orange,
N.J. — put a community
sym%hony orchestra
toget
bination of local musi-
cians and professionals
from nearby areas. And
directing them so that
top-name %uest per-
formers could come in
for a concert on a one-
rehearsal-only basis.

_ “We had our first Sun

er using a com- -

Accelerando

i

|

|

City concert in
November 1968 and fill-
ed Mountain View
auditorium to its 900
capacity,”’ recalled
Butterfield, He had
worked during the sum-
mer and lmmediately
after Labor Day to get
- musicians from the
Phoenix ng hony, the
Luke AF

area high schools.

‘‘But without the
behind-the-scenes work
of getting the tickets
sold and all the ‘“au-
dience arrangements’
made, there would have
been nothing,” he said

in praise of the knowl- -

edgeable community
volunteers who began
work even before he ar-
rived.

““And without Lil-
lian,” he nodded to his
wife of 13 years, “I'm
afraid no one would
‘have gotten on stage;
she coordinates so many

of the details that my

concentration on the
music doesn’t leave
time for.”
. Things have changed
over the past 10 years.
The members of the
Phoenix Symphony no
longer perform with the
Sun Citv orchestra
because of increasing
scheduling difficulties
between the two groups;
the Luke Air Force

Band of the Southwest .

ended this year,
eliminatintg them as a
source o

But Butterfield isn’t

and, and

musicians, -

worried.

/ “Our orchestra has

‘ been getting better
. every year and I look for
an impressive continu-
ation of this trend,’” he
said, noting that the 75-
piece group currently is
composed of about half
Sun Citians. ‘‘Fine
f musicians from all over
the country are at-
tracted here because in

these 10 years, we've.

proven it is possible and
Important to the com-
munity,”” s§id the
Austria and Juilliard-
educated violinist. :

Younﬁ musicians
from colleges and high

schools eagerly work

| with the experienced
. members. And Butter-
field is as eager to have

it i  — e

gt

them, for he also is a .
willing teacher who is -

favored with a gift of en-
couraging young talent.

Felix Rakosi, his 10- -

year-old wviolin student .

whom Sun City audi-
ences have raved about

for his flawless solo per-

formances, was “dis-
covered’” by Butterfield
' when - Felix

el T L e ke

was only -

four and wanted to get |
into & Phoenix park-rec

summer program the

conductor taughi.

“The age. minimum
was six, but his famil
Pleaded that we take the

oungstér.” - He has

urned into a wonderfy]
and promising talént
under Butterfield’s
tutelage,

Back in 1968 when Sun
City's tﬂopulation was
28,000, the 900 in Moun-
tain View was a sell-out
season. Today the popu-
lation is nearly doubled
and the seli-ont at Sun-
dial auditorium is 1990
— better than doubled.

Are there more?

é:a

¥

T et e PR b i i - ek,

More people who
would come to concerts ;
if the seats were avail- .

able?

Butterfield has given

the thought serious con-
sideration. “In any com-

munity, there "js g |

limite ercentage of
devotees to symphonies.
Phoenix Symphony Hall
is not filled at every per-
formence. :

“The people who at-
tend concerts here are

the same ones who at-

tended back in Chicago
or Minneapolis or New
York-or Kansas City. 1t

. is part of what they have -

always enjoyed in their
lives. :

“Yes, there are many
who are just beginning
to discover the excite-
ment of live symphony
music. It is something
they didn’t have time
for before retirement.
And, since we often
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decade scores future

have tickets available at
the door as well as
single performance
_ tickets, there are those
who come one time to
‘see what it’s all about.’

“The future will tell
us just how many there
are who would come for
the music and sociable
pleasures,” he said,

_refering to the 6,800-seat
sun dome auditorium
planned for Sun City
‘West.

“T don’t know if we
can fill it. Gammage
{Center for the Per-
forming Arts on the ASU
campus) has a ‘live’

stage and isn’t filled at.

every performance. It is
one of the finest acous-
tical facilities in the na-
tion. The Sun City stage
will be — as it’s called —
‘dead,’ meaning elec-

tronic amplification will

be necessary.

“We are working to
give the local facility
thebest acoustics within
its design potential,” he
added hopefully.

Will the symphony’s
program concept
change in the next few

ears to include a

roader range of

music?
“We have changed, or

rather experimented, in
. the last years with:the
And
.we've found that it is

presentations.

" “consistenicy W
audiences wish,

“The classical music, ~~
the romantic music of
Haydn and
Beethoven is not only

Mozart,

what the audience
wants, it is what the or-
chestra wants to play

- and therefore perform

with the greatest feel-
ing.

““Our guest per-
formers — such as Gary
Karr who injected

* delightful humor into

his outstanding strin
bass performance — of-
fer audiences the diver-
sity in the programs. So
the audiénce has both. -
“As for starfing a
‘pops’ series in addition
to the symphony con-
certs, I believe that
Broadway show tunes
are better played by a
theater orchestra. The

incidentally; he devotes
alt his energies — and
all his relaxation — to
the music in which he
leads the Sun City Sym-
phony. He is a special-
ist, because only with
specialists like Jennings
utterfield can the art .
‘perpetuate to new
generations. :

Jennings and Lillian
are comfortable here in
Sun City. They swim

- nearly every afternoon
at Mountain View pool
‘‘and often a group sits
around the deck and
talks German.’’ The two
— as the pop song goes

“light up’’ each
other’s life,

sound is different; the -

emphasis is different.”

Butterfield recalls
with a chuckle when
Henry Mancini came for
a guest performance. “I
found him the musi-
cians. They had to know
‘Pink Panther’. And
everyore- was amazed
at the way he directed;
he walked around and in
between the orchestra
nodding his finger up
and down!

“But don’t get me
wrong. He’s a great
composer and music
master — it’s just dif-
ferent.”

S Hiittertield* obviously

does not close out other
o) USIC.. Bat-a
lifetime is too short to

S0 jazz, country
western pop and all the
others enter his life only

“I can’t go wrong if I
follow her advice,” he
says, recalling the time
when he was asked by
an art club to ‘‘pose’’ for
portrait work. ““I didn't
want to do it; it seemed
so....” He couldn't
find the right word,

Lillian explained. “I
‘told him it wasn't an
exercise in vanity, but a
recognition of the valid-
ity of their expression of
art. It was an artist of-
fering a professional
g_eiture to another ar-
ist.”

<~ One~ef - the .results
hangs on-the wall of -
their stairway gallery

i holeading.up to the studio,

“Felix says it makes mé ™
“~]opk like Einstein,” he
says, almost as shyly as
the boy must have said
it originally.
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Jennings & Lillian

FOR THE LAST 10 YEARS,
Jennings Butterfield and his
wife Lillian have worked in
cooperation with the community
to bring the Sun City Symphony
to a prestigious level. To mark
the decade, Jennings looks both
backward and forward regar-
ding symphony music in Sun Ci-
ty and notes things which have
changed and other which will
not, from a music director-con-
ductor’s point of view.

MORE ON PAGE 4

SYMPHONY
FACES changing
times as the sun i
dome auditorium
facility in Sun City
West becomes a
reality in the near
future, Butterfield
notes, explaining
that it will seat
6,800 compared to
the 1,900 at Sundial
Center where Sym-
phony concerts are
currently
presented.
(News-Sun Photo)
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SURPRISE TOKEN of appreciation is presented to the Butter-
fields last week by Edna VanOosterhaut, who came to their
home representing many Sun City friends who had collected _
more than $500 as a gift to be used any way they wish. “To Jen-
nings Butterfield, who has doneso much to further the cuitural
activity of Sun City. . .” the card began. Surprised almost to the
point of tears, Jenhings and Lillian thank everyone for their sup-
port of the Symphony over the last decade. “
(News-Sun Photo) -
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HISTORY OF THE SUN CITIES SYMPHONY

The Sun Cities Symphony was founded in 1968 by its first Music Director,
Jennings Butterfield. Maestro Butterfield served as Music Director through the
1980-81 season. He was succeeded by Dr. Bernard Goodman for one season,
followed by Dr. Eugene P. Lombardi who conducted from 1983 to 1987. The
Sun Cities Symphony's current Music Director, Maestro James Yestadt, began
his association with the symphony in the Fall of 1988.

The orchestra is comprised of Sun Cities retired musicians and paid professional
musicians from the Phoenix area. It is believed to be the world’s largest
retirement community symphony orchestra, and contributes substantially to the
cultural life within the West Valley.

The first organizational meeting of the Sun City Symphony Orchestra was held
on June 6, 1968. The first concert was given on December 15, 1968, in Town
Hall South, a facility we now know as Mountain View Auditorium. It had a
seating capacity of 1,000 and was completely sold out. The orchestra consisted
of Sun City musicians plus imports from Luke Air Force Base, the Glendale
Orchestra, the Flagstaff Symphony and the Phoenix Chamber Group. The
imports were paid union scale and the volunteers received no pay, mileage or
expenses.

In 1980, the Sun City Symphony moved to the Sundome Center for the
Performing Arts in Sun City West. The year following, the symphony changed its
name to the Sun Cities Symphony to reflect its service to both communities.

A partial sampling of the noted artists who have performed with the symphony
include:

PIANISTS: Peter Nero, Alicia de Larrocha, Ferrante and Teicher, Juliana
Markova, John Browning, Leonard Pennario, Skitch Henderson, Joseph
Kalichstein, Panayis Lyras, Lee Luvisi and John Bayless.

VIOLINISTS: Viktoria Mullova, Jaime Laredo, Miriam Fried, Stephanie Chase,
Dylana Jenson, Frank Spinosa, and Kurt Nikkanen.

CLASSICAL GUITARISTS: The Romeros, and Manuel Barrueco.
ELUTIST: Eugenia Zukerman

CLARINETIST: Richard Stoltzman






THE SYMPHONY GUILD

The Symphony Guild is a valued support organization of the Sun Cities
Symphony. The Guild sponsors a series of educational and fund raising
activities each season. The Symphony Guild consists of approximately 500
volunteers with many skills that help to provide leadership and guidance for
these projects. This enormous body of work is accomplished selflessly and often

anonymously. This last season, the Guild contributed $25,000 to the operating
support of the symphony.

One of the major educational activities conducted by the Guild is the Ann Walling
Competition for musically gifted high school seniors.

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE SUN CITIES
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION

Clyde P. Wells, Eugene Kenny, Clinton H. Poertner, Frank W. Wilson,

Marion Shideler, Emmett R. Sarig, John H. Smith, George M. Blaesi,

Mary S. Girard, Paul G. Roach, Frederick B. James, lona Dale Wood,
Leonard L. Gibb, Robert S. Reed, and Carl W. Strayer.

Our current President is Dee Hjermstad.
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® SYMPHONY

of the WEST VALLEY

Organizational Fact Sheet

10451 W. Paimeras Drive, Suite 210

Sun City, AZ 85373

TELEPHONE: (623) 972-4484

FAX: (623) 972-4495

E-mail: symphonywestvalley@earthlink.net

Organization Mission and History

The mission of the Symphony of the West Valley is to enrich the quality of life for residents of
the West Valley by performing orchestral music at its best.

The Symphony of the West Valley was founded in 1968 by Jennings Butterfield who served as Music
Director through the 1980-81 season. Dr. Bernard Goodman succeeded Maestro Butterfield for one season
and passed the baton to Dr. Eugene P. Lombardi, who led the orchestra from 1983 to 1987. The
Symphony's current Music Director, Maestro James Yestadt, began his association with the symphony in
. the fall of 1988, and will celebrate his fourteenth season with the Symphony during the 2001-2002 season.

The first organizational meeting of the Sun City Symphony Orchestra was held on June 6, 1968. The first
concert was given on December 15, 1968, in Town Hall South, a facility we now know as Mountain View
Auditorium. It had a seating capacity of 1,000 and was completely sold out. The orchestra consisted of
Sun City musicians plus professional musicians from the Air Force Band then stationed at Luke Air Force
Base, the Glendale Orchestra, the Fiagstaff Symphony and the Phoenix Chamber Orchestra. The
professionals were paid union scale and the volunteers received no pay, mileage or expenses.

Over the years, the Symphony has grown in stature and prominence and today is considered one of
Arizona’s top professional orchestras. Reflecting that growth and regional prominence, the Symphony
changed its name in 1996 to “The Symphony of the West Vailey.” Celebrating its 34th year in 2001, the
Symphony has become a valuable and irreplaceable musical, educational, and cultural resource for the
entire West Valley. From exciting traditional classical repertoire featuring the orchestra and major guest
artists of national and interational renown to the ever-popular pops presentations, The Symphony of the
West Vailey elevates our spirits and enhances our quality of life.

Today, the Symphony is composed of paid professional musicians from throughout the Phoenix area
and includes a small number of retired professional musicians from renowned symphony orchestras
across the country who now reside in the Sun Cities area. The Symphony of the West Valley maintains
a quality of performance and standards of excellence that are a source pride for more than 24,000
West Valley music lovers who attend its performances each season. Residents of the West Valley no
longer have to travel to downtown Phoenix to hear outstanding live classical orchestra music and world-
renowned artistsl



Programs of Service

internationally renowned guest artists. Among the noted artists who have performed with the
Symphony are pianists Jean Philippe Collard, Peter Nero, Misha Dichter, Ferrante and Teicher Juliana
Markova, John Browning, Skitch Henderson and Joseph Kalichstein; violinists Eugene Fodor :Jaime
La(edo, Miriam Fried, and Stephanie Chase; classical guitarists The Romeros and Manuel Ba;rruec0'
flutist Eugenia Zukerman; and entertainers Jan Peerce, Roberta Peters, Robert Merrifl Jerome Hine,s
Jerry Hadley, Anna Maria Alberghetti and Shirley Jones and Steve Allen. ' o

Encouraging the Development of Talented Young Musicians: The Symphony supports two major
Y_oung Artist competitions. The Butterfield Competition, which is open to talented young artists within a
six-state geographical area, provides a first prize award of $2,000 and a solo opportunity with the
orchestra; and, the Walling Competition for high school seniors residing within the state of Arizona
sponsored by the Symphony Guild. Grants from the Cities of Glendale and Peoria have allowed small

chamber groups from the Symphony to take classical music and the message that “Music Changes
Lives” to over 2,000 fourth grade students in those two cities.

Beautiful Music On Sunday Aftermoons: The Symphony offers nine concerts—six classical and three
pops featuring classical and contemporary popular music—at the Sundome Center for the Performing
Arts in Sun City West on Sunday afternoons at 3:00 p.m. With an average audience of 2,800 per
concert at the Sundome, the Symphony of the West Valley boasts the largest indoor per-concert
attendance of any symphony orchestra in the United States.

Community Outreach: The West Valley is growing at an unprecedented rate bringing thousands of
new residents to the area. Anticipating this grown, the Symphony expanded its concert presentations
in 1996 to include a new concert series to compliment its current series at the Sundome Center for the
Performing Arts. That series, called “Symphony Saturday Nigh,” was presented in the La Sala
Ballroom on the campus of Arizona State University West and was supported by a grant from APS. In
spite of every effort to promote this series, public support never rose to expectations and the series,
after three seasons, was cancelled to preclude the continued loss of revenue. The Provost, Dr. Elaine
Maimon, is interested in continuing a relationship with the Symphony and future special programs may
be considered.

A Non-profit Organization: The Sun Cities Symphony Orchestra Association is a non-profit
organization chartered by the State of Arizona. Ticket sales provide enough revenue to meet about 43
percent of the Symphony’s operating expenses. For the balance, the Symphony is dependent upon
concert and guest artist sponsorship grants, program advertising and individual, corporate and service
club contributions. The orchestra is managed by a paid staff of four, including an Executive Director,
Director of Development and two part-time Office Managers. Support services for Orchestra Personnel
Manager, Librarian, public relations, accounting and graphics design are out-sourced under separate
contracts. The trustees, officers, Symphony Guild members and other volunteers donate their time and
talents without compensation.

A Bright Future: The arts are the lifeblood of our culture. They represent cultural treasures that
iiluminate our diversity and uniqueness, and expand our minds and horizons. Great orchestral music is
alive and well in the West Valley because valued community and business cultural partners recognize
that enthusiastic support for the arts strengthens community ties, encourages economic growth and
enhances quality of life throughout the community. As the Symphony of the West Valley [ooks toward
its future and the dawning of a new century, there is a sense of excitement in the air. The Symphony
as an institution continues to grow in prominence and support throughout the West Valley. As word of
the Symphony’s outreach series spreads, we look forward to increasing our performance commitment
outside the Sun Cities to include a full season of concerts in the Peoria/Glendale area. As funding




support increases and allows, the orchestra’s commitment to youth will include in-school educational
presentations, and support for the new community youth orchestra program.

Organization’s relationship with other organizations

The Symphony of the West Valley is the only professional orchestra serving the cultural needs of
communities in the West Valley. The mayors of Glendale and Peoria have both stated publicly that a
strong cultural fabric is critical to building their cities futures. In fact, community leaders universally
agree that the arts are an integrai part of the equation for economic growth, community development
and quality of life. The Phoenix Symphony, while a strong force in the cultural life of the Phoenix area,
cannot meet the needs of every community in the greater Phoenix area. The Symphony of the West
Valley, with its 33-year history of service, is the only professional symphony orchestra in this part of the
valley and is positioned to play a major role in the cultural development of these and other West Valley
communities.

Music Directors of the Symphony of the West Valley

Jennings Butterfield (1968-1981)
Bemard Goodman (1981-1983)
Eugene Lombardi (1983-1987)

Five Guest Conductors (1987-1988)
James Yestadt (1988 — Present)

Staff
James Yestadt, Musical Director and Conductor
Richard Shelton, Executive Director
Lesa Caldarella, Director of Development
Gene Yanssens, Office Manager

Biography: James Yestadt, Musical Director and Conductor

“He is an artist, a gentleman, businessman, and an inspiration to those who work with him.” That
appraisal is very typical of Maestro James Yestadt's many acquaintances and associates. It is
consistent with reports and critical reviews of concerts directed by James Yestadt. The Luzumer
Neueste Nachrichten in Luceme, Switzerland, reported, “...he sculptured the three movements of
Hindemith’'s Nobilissima Visione so that the fascinated listener could well imagine the three episodes
from the life of Saint Francis.” The New Orleans Times Picayun reported, *...the Philharmonic
Symphony and its conductor (James Yestadt) provided a stimulating evening...stylishly virtuosic
performance.” The Mobile Press Register wrote, “a brilliant performance (Beethoven, Symphony No.
7)...an interpretation of stunning depth.” The Arnizona Repubiic reported, Yestadt coaxed inspired
playing from his musicians who appeared devoted to the maestro’s style and choice of communication.
A new era in the orchestra’s 20-year existence has begun.”

Maestro Yestadt's musicai preferences cover a broad gamut of audience appeal - requisite to a
symphonic era that demands up-front satisfaction of many personal tastes. He is comfortable with the
“Pops” idiom and both familiar and less familiar contemporaries as with classical “giants” of the past.

Bom in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, James Yestadt began studying the piano at age five, and five years
|later took up the ‘cello.” Upon completing a Bachelor of Music degree at the Lebanon Valley
Conservatory of Music in Pennsylvania, he traveled to New York where he received the Master of Arts
degree in Music at Columbia University. He continued advanced studies at The New School of Music
in Philadelphia, and in Switzerand, where he studied interpretation and conducting with the late Rafael
Kubelic. While studying with Kubelic, Yestadt was invited to conduct the Zurich Radio Orchestra and
also to be the Resident conductor of the New Orleans Philharmonic Symphony QOrchestra. Shortly
thereafter, he received his first music directorship with the Mobile Symphony Orchestra and, a year






THE SYMPHONY GUILD

The Symphony Guild is a valued support organization of the Symphony of the West Valley. The
Guild co-sponsors two major fund raisers with the Symphony Association each year, the
Symphony Benefit Gala and Silent Auction and the “Swing With the Maestro” Benefit Golf
Tournament. It also sponsors a series of educational activities and additional fund-raisers. The
Symphony Guild consists of approximately 400 volunteers that work selflessly and often
anonymously to support the Symphony’s mission.

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE SUN CITIES
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION

Clyde P. Wells
Eugene Kenny
Clinton H. Poertner
Frank W. Wilson
Marion Shideler
Emmett R. Sarig
John H. Smith
George M. Blaesi
Mary S. Girard
Paul G. Roach
Frederick B. James
Dale Wood
Leonard L. Gibb
Robert S. Reed
Carl W. Strayer
Dee Hjermstad
Joe Schoggen
Maryanne Leyshon
Current President: James Lapsley



Organization History

On December 15, 1968 in the Town Hall South auditorium, now called Mountain View
Auditorium, in Sun City, residents gathered for the first performance of the brand new Sun City
Symphony Orchestra. Nearly 1000 patrons, a capacity crowd, enjoyed the performance under its
founder and conductor, Jennings Butterfield. The performance consisted of musicians from the
Sun City Community, which was then just eight years old, along with professional musicians from
the Luke Air Force Base band, the Flagstaff Symphony and the Phoenix Symphony. The 2008-09
Season marks the 40 year anniversary of this cultural treasure.

Founder Jennings Butterfield passed away in 1982 and his wife, Lillian, in 1950. But the legacy
they helped to create lives on in the music we hear today. Maestro Butterfield was succeeded by
Dr. Bernard Goodman for one season, followed by Dr. Eugene P. tombardi, who conducted the
orchestra from 1983 to 1987. Maestro James Yestadt took the baton in 1988 and directed the
talents of the professional musicians from around the Valley and the retired professionals from the
Sun Cities until 2006. Under the direction of Maestro Yestadt, in 2002 the West Valley Symphony
received WESTMARC's “Best of the West” award.

Over the years, the orchestra changed its name and performance locations. First the name
was changed to the 5un Cities Symphony, to include Sun City West. In 1997 the name was changed
to the Symphony of the West Valley to reflect a increased commitment to serve the growing
Northwest Valley and finally in 2004 to the West Valley Symphony. The symphony performances
moved from the original location of Town Hall auditorium to the Sundial Auditorium when it
opened in the 1970’s and to the Sundome (Maricopa County Events Center) in Sun City West in
1980. In 2005 the Sundome was temporarily closed and the Symphony held its 2005-06 season
classical performances at Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Sun City West.

MIS /DS dA

ANOHAWA S

In February 2006, after several years of declining revenue from ticket sales and overall
contributions, the symphony cancelled the two remaining Classical concerts of the 2005-06
Season. The announcement was met with great sadness on the part of the patrons, volunteers
and musicians that had devoted their energy and talents to the organization. The Trustees set
about trying to keep the organization’s framework intact with the hope that future circumstances
might make the orchestra’s performances possible again.

In December 2007, the Symphony announced a generous bequest from Mr. J. E. Donald Hastie
of Sun City. With this funding, the S5ymphony’s trustees began plans to “re-invent” the orchestra
and begin performing live music again. After a two year hiatus, two concerts were performed in
February and April 2008. The concerts were conducted by Maestro Warren Cohen of Scottsdale
and were greeted by an enthusiastic audience: With the support of individuals and businesses in
the community, the Symphony hopes to continue performing well into the future.

A sampling of the internationally acclaimed artists who have appeared with the Symphony
includes: pianists Fabio Bidini, Jeffrey Swann, Lilya Zilberstein and Jean-Phillipe Collard; violinists
Elmar Oliveira, Corey Cerovsek, Stephanie Chase, Xiang Gao and Eugene Fodor; cellist Zuill Bailey;
classical guitarists The Romeros and Mannuel Barrueco; flutist Eugenia Zukerman; singers Isola
Jones, Julie Newell and Andrea Matthews. Entertainers such as Steve Allen, The Smothers
Brothers, Bobby Vinton, Frank Sinatra, Jr., Monica Mancini and Lou Rawls have also appeared with
the Symphony.
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forward to seeing. our patrons

- : . ._ . back 1n the - audience and hope
ONOr revives =
' MUsic will find the conceris an

Family 'of late Sun
Citian bequests
funds for fresh start

By Dave Casadei
Independent Newspapers

In the performing arts and
. entertainment world, the show

must always go on. And after a

23-month hiatus, that is exactly
what the West Valley Sympho-
ny plans to do. '

The West Valley Symphony
closed its curtains Feb. 5, 2006,
after failing to secure funding
to cover the more than $90,000
of debt it accrued from the loss
‘of financial support, plummet-
ing ticket sales and its longtime
home — the Sundome.

But a recent $240,000 be-
quest from late Sun Citian J.E.
Donald has revived the popular
West Valley group and allowed
officials to schedule two con-
certs for early 2008,

-l know the entire Board
supports me in saying we are
delighted to have the opportu-
nity to bring our beautiful mu-
sic back tolife,” Cathy Leas,
West Valley Symphony Board
of Trustees co-president, stated
in & press release submitted to
independent Newspapers by

entertalmng and rewarding expe- -
rience.

The ﬁrst concert — “Celebra-
tion of Romance™ — takes place -
3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 17. 2008, at
Faith Presbyterian Church, 16000
N. Det Webb Bhvd. _

The show, which hon_ors Val-
.., €entine’s Day, features Bizet's “Car-

~ men Suite No. 2" and Mozart's
. “Piane Concerto No. 21," among
= other romantic numbers.

‘ The symphony’s second show,
featuring a “Springtime in Vienna”
therne, takes place 3 p.m. Sunday,
April 13, 2008, in the Performing
< Arts Auditorium at Willow Can-
- yon High School, 17901 W. Lun-
dberg St.
. Featured vocalists will smg

- ' i *.n . gongs from Franz Lehar’s “The
-_,show |ﬁftheﬁrst gztspce - Merry Widow,” and Johann
the. Symph@ﬂysh gownin  Strauss’ “die Fledermaus™ and

: ¢ “Blue Danube Waltz."

Maestro Warren Cohen, a Ca-
nadian musician; composer and
-conductor, will lead the 44 musi-
.cian member orchestra.

Tickets are $25 and-go on sale
Monday, Jan. 14, 2008.

Call 236-6781. ‘

In addition to the two con-
certs, symphony - officials hope
the financial donation leads to a
permanent curtain call.”

“This should hold us through
about three years minimum,’
symphony Trustee Fred Berken-
kamp said. “Our intent is to start
| with a smaller size chamber or-

professional musicians are tru- | ¢hestra opposéd to the 77-person
ly excited to be returnjng to our | full -orchestra to help keep costs -

communities and performing = down.”

this inspiring music. We look :  Mr. Berkenkamp,' who ad-
mittedly noted experienced one

his life’s saddest days when the
symphony closed, noted offi-
cials made the decision to close

Tlckets are $25. -
Call 238-6781 '

West Valley Symphony official
Robert Cooper. *Our terrific |

See Music — Page 3

in 2006 with hopes of recei\flng'

some subiscriber bequests,

~~ Now that one has corme in, he
'noted others may follow. ‘

_ “'Fhere may be other bequests
out ‘there that we may not even
know about vet,” he said.

In addition to performing with
- a smaller orchestra, Mr. Berken-

“kamp noted ‘symphony officials -
plan to rekindle the West Valley.

community’s interest with adver-
tising postcards and solid venues
with solid acoustics.

West Valley residents are

thritied the symphony is back on

its:feet and, canngt wait to
frequenting stiows> . - o

“I think it's wonderful " sasd
Sun - City . West residents Mary

., Cavalier,

Bunting, who is a member of the

. community’s Stdrdust Theatre
Councit. *They are a very great
orchestra and the Valley lost out -

on a great afternoon oOf entertain-
ment when they stopped playing.

Sun Citian Richard Rosensteel,
Recreation Centers of Sun City
Music and Drarna CIub chairman,
agrees.

- “We really mlssed the orches-
tra and I think it is a wonderful
thing to have for the Sun Cities,”

he said, “They have distinguished )
themselves as a very fine orches-

tra. Anumber of us putup money

trying to rescue the symphony,

but their debt was too much to
overcome.”
Although Mr. Rosenstee! un-

_derstands - today’s generation is

not as attracted to classical mu-
sic, he is hopeful the symphony
revival helps perk interest in.the
ears of those who might not typi-
cally attend the symphony. =

‘The symphony’s latest news
is music to the ears-of other West
Valley performing arts compames
as well.

Jack: Lytle, pre51dent of the
Peoria-based Theatreé Works pro-
duction group, does not view the
syrmphony coming back to life as
a negative. Rather, he referred to
is as the rising Lide floating the
boat. .

“{(The West Valley Symphony

. is) a complementary alternative

and we are delighted to hear the
news,” Mr. Lytle said. “Anything
we can do to increase artistic
events will benefit the commu-
nlty "

Sun Clty Grand resident Ca_rol
Sailer, ‘chairwoman for the Sun

City Grand Classical Music-Club, .
considered herself a “real, real .

happy - subscriber” prior to the
symphony shutting down in 2006.
She noted she plans to jump back
aboard the list now-new breathe
has been breathed into the sym-
phony.

“We were all sad when it col-
lapsed and hoped for it'to come
back,” she said. “(Now that it is
running again) 1. certamly will be
a subscriber again.”

~ Goodyear Councilman Frank
-a forimer symphony
board presuient and “director,
claimed in 2006 the symphony
closed partially because the board
mismanaged funds to the tune of
spending more than $50,000 a
month,

. However, the symphony’s ex-
ecutive director at the time, Rich-
ard Shelton, adamiantly disputed
- Mr, Cavalier’s claims hoting he
ran a “tight, lean operation.”

_ Despite their differerice at the .
g e, Mr. Cavalier. Helieves=tie
' symphony can be successful; but

not without a permanent home, '
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Defunet orchestra files for Chapter 7

West Valley Symphony
unable to raise funds

The West Vallev Symphony
announced its intentions April 6 to
file for Chapter 7 bankruptcy protec-
tion foliowing an intensive two-
month effort to raise additionai
funds to pay its creditors after shut-
ting down operations on February 6.

On closing its doors after 38
years of continuous perfornances
and facing serious financial prob-
lems that had accumulated over
the past few years, the symphony
board of trustees contacted pasl
donors and charitable organiza-
tions in an effort to raise funds and
not declare bankruptcy. However,
insufficient moneys ware raisect.

The symphony still faced major
financial obligations and additional
cash revenues did nol come
through as expected. As a result,

“the symphony has outstanding
obligations of $78,000 with only
enough cash to pay limited operat:
ing expenses prior to bankruptcy.

"We had hoped lo reach an
agreement with creditors to be
able to pay at least 30 cents on the
dollar for any outstanding pay-
ments due, but with the monetary
shortfall, we are not able to do
that,” said Fred Berkenkamp, West
Valley Symphony board president.

“Declaring bankruptcy afier
such a long and respected history is
avery sad decision that the board of
trustees has had to make for this
organization,” Mr. Berkenkamp
said. “But, after carefully reviewing
cur financials, talking with our legal
counset and exploring every con-
ceivable way to bring in additional
revenue, we concluded that this
was the only option available to us.”

By entering Chapter 7 hankru)t-
¢y protection, the Wesl Viilley Svire
phony will be assigned an inde-
pendent trustee to administer the
bankruptcy estale.

The nonprofit sympheny had
struggled over the past few vears to
generate the financial support nec-
essary to continue operations. A

number of factors, including a
shortened concert season in 2001
when the Sundome announced its
imminent closure, local  and
national  economic  hardships
which uffected local charitable giv-
ing, un overall downturn in the
cconony, a drop in both corporate
and personal denations, a declin-
g population with interest in clas-
sical mwsic, and very low ticket
sales prompled the symphony
board to cancel its vops concert
series 1 Decermber 2005 and cvor.-
tally siut down entire operations
in February 2006. The West Valley
Symphony’s financial situation is
not unique; many professional
symphicny orchestras across the
country are facing similar serious
financial issues.

“The West Vallev Symphony
will be eternally grateful to com-
munity members who supported

the symphony over its long per-
forming history in the Sun Cities;
they are truly angels in our eyes,”
Mr. Berkenkamp said. “We only
wislt the outcome could have been
different.”

The Weat Valley symphony had
been a cultural ieon in the West
Valiey since 1968. It first performed
as the Sun City Symphaony QOrches-
tra. @ primarily volunteer orchiestra
of Sun Cilies residents,

Througl. the vears, the narne
chanaed W the Sviphony of the
Wt Vadley, and dater 1o West Valley
Syrnphiony, expanding into a profes-
sional symphony orchestra with 75
musicians frorm throughout the Valley.

The symphony traditionally per-
formied a series of six classical and
tour pups concerts each seasoit,

EINTUR'S NOTE: This article
was submilted by the West Valley
Symphony.
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Symphony filing for Chapter 7

STAFF REPORT

The West Valley Symphony is filing for
Chdpter 7 bankruptcy protection. The
announrcement came today following an inten-
sive two-month effort to raise add!tional funds
to pay its creditors after shutting down opera-
tlons on Feb. 6.

After 38 years of continuous performances,
the symphony closed its doors as it faced seri-
ous financial problems that had accumulated
over the last few years. ‘

. The symphony board of trustees contacted
past donors and charitable organizations in
an effort to raise funds and not declare
bankruptcy. :

However, insufficlent funds were raised.
The symphony still faced major flnancial obli-
gations and additional cash revenues did not
come through as expected. _

As a result, the symphony has outstanding
obligations of $78,000 with only enough cash
to pay limited operating expenses prior to
bankruptcy.

“We had hoped to reach an agreement with
creditors to be able to pay at least 50 cents on
the dollar for any outstanding payments due,
but with the monetary shortfall, we are not

able to do that,” said Fred Berkenkamp, West '
Valley Symphony board president. .
“Declaring bankruptcy alter such a longl
and respected history is a very sad decision
that the board of trustees has had to make for }
this organization,” ‘ o
The nonprofit symphony had struggled over
the last few years to generate the financial
support necessary to continue operations. A
number of factors, including a shortened con-
cert season in 2001 when the Sundome {now
the Maricopa County Events Center)
announced its imminent closure, local and
national economic hardships that affected
charitable contributions, an overall downturn
in the economy, a drop in both corporate and
personal donations, a declining population
with interest (n classical music, and very low
ticket sales prompted the symphony board to
cancel its pops concert series In December
2005 and eventually shut down entire opera-
tions in February. :

“The West Valley Symphony will be eter-

nally grateful to community members who
supported the symphony over its long per-

.forming history in the Sun Citles. They are

truly angels in our eyes,” Berkenkamp said.
“We only wish the outcome could have been
different.”
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Syiaphony to file for bankruptcy

By Churles Kelly
; ChARLISRELLT a ARIZONAREFJELC.COM

I The West Valley Symphony, which
‘ closed its dvors Feb. 6, says it will fite for
I Chapter 7 bunkrupiey protection after fall-

ing short in w twe-moneh strugyle 1o ruisce
. enough money to pay off creditors.

“We had hoped to reach an agreement
with creditors to be able to pay at least
50 cents on the dotlar for any outstanding
payments due, but with the monetary
shortfall, we are not able to do that,” said
Fred Berkenkamp, West Valley Symphony
board president.

The symphony has outstanding obliga-
tions of $78,000 with only enough cash to
pay limited operating expenses before
bankruptey, he said.

The symphony, which had suffered fi-
nancial difficulties, shut down in February
after 33 years of continuous performances.

After the shutdown, the symphony
board tried o raise enough money to avoid
bankruptcy by asking for money from past
donors and charitable organizations.

“Declaring bankruptey after such along
and respected history is a very sad decision
that the board of trustees has had to make
for this organization,” Berkenkamp said.
“But, after carefully reviewing our finan-
cials, talking with our legal counsel and ex-
ploring every conceivable way to bring in
additional revenue, we concluded that this
was the only uption available to us.”

By entering Chapter 7 bankruptey pro-
tection, the symphony will be assigned an

independent trustee to administer the
bankruptcy estate.

The non-profit symphony had struggled
over the past few years to collect enough
money to keep going.

The symphony raised $350,000 early
last year to avoid going into debt. But it
failed to sell enough tickets to its pops con-
cert series and had to cancel the series.

And some concertgoers were put off by
the symphony’s loss of the Sundome in Sun
City West as a permanent home.

With the pending transfer of the Sun-
dome from Arizona State University to
Maricopa County, which occurred in No-
vember, the symphony came up with a plan
to shift this season’s concerts to Prince of
Peace Catholic Church in Sun City West
and Glendale Arena.

But its customers didn’t adjust — or
weren’t interested in the performances of-
fered — and symphony patrons couldn’t be
persuaded to give enough for it to survive.

Symphony officials said its operation
was also hurt by local and national eco-
nomic hardships that affected local chari-
table giving, an overall downturn in the
economy and a population with less and
less interest in classical music,

“The West Valley Symphony will be
eternally grateful to community members
who supported the symphony over its long
performing history in the Sun Cities. They
are truly angels in our eyes,” Berkenkamp
said. “We only wish the outcome could
have been different.”
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West Valley Symphony shuts down operations

The West Valley Symiphony
closed its doors Feb. 6 after 38
years of continuous performanc-
es. The non-profit, professional
orchestra could not generate the
widespread community and
financial support it needed to
continue operations, according
to West Valley Symphony Board
President Fred Berkenkamp. The
symphony’s last classical con-
cert was Feb. 5 at Prince of Peace
Church in Sun City West and fea-
tured the full 75-member orches-
tra with guest violinist Rachel
Lee.

The reasons for the board’s
decision may not come as a sur-

prise to many of their friends and
neighbors. The symphony has
struggled to stay afloat amidst a
changing community and cultur-
al environinent, and a recent
appeal to the community for
additional funds tesulted in a
very limited response, The board
knew it was time to shut the
doors, Berkenkamp said. “This
has been such a difficult deci-
sion for the board of trustees and
for me, both personally and pro-
fessionally,” he added.

Mr. Berkenkamp said the
symphony still needs $90,000 to
meet financial ‘obligations and
clear its debt. Symphony board

members are appealing to West
Valley residents to help them
raise that amount {o mark the
final chapter in the symphony’s
long and respected history.

“We hope that our loyal and
long-time supporters will help us
by making a generous dona-
tion,” Mr, Berkenkamp said. “We
also hope that the community
cares enough about this organi-
zation and what the symphony
has meant to them for the past
three decades to help us 'lay her
to rest’ with dignity and without
debt or the pain of having to
declare bankruptcy.”

Like other non-profit organi-

zatlons, the symphony continu-
ally sought new revenue sources
to sustain operations. However,
Mr. Berkenkamp noted that its
fate is not uniike that of other
symphony orchestras across the
country, including San Diego,
San Jose and Qakland, Calif.,

that have struggled financially.

and closed in recent years.

The West Valley Symphony
faced additional challenges and
setbacks the past few years that
included a shortened concert
season in 2001 when the Sun-
dome announced its irmminent
closure, local and nationat eco-
nomic hardships which affected

locat charitable giving, an overall

“downturn in the economy, a

drop in both corporate and per-
sonal contributions, and lacklus-
ter ticket sales,

In December, the West Valley
Symphony canceled ils pops
series so that it would not incur
additional debt., By doing so,
they hoped to continue the Clas-
sical season and use the surmmer
months to regroup and strength-
en their financial picture, Mr.
Berkenkamp said.

The symphony also had two
more Classical concerts on this
season’s schedule, but
Berkenkamp noted the organiza-

tion is requesting individuals who
have alrcady purchased tickets o
donate that amount, approxi-
mately $50, to the symphony
since it cannot offer refunds. The
symphony will provide the neces-
sary documentation to individuals
for tax purposes indicating that
they have made a contribution to
a301c-3, non-profit charity.

To make a donation, call 972-
4484 or maii to: West Valley Sym-
phony, P.O. Box 1417, Sun City,
AZ 85372 All donations are tax-
deductible.

EDITOR'S NOTE: This article
was submitted by the West Val-
ley Symphory.



Pops series took air out
‘of W. Valley Symphony

By Kerry Lengel
THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

Wynonna Judd didn't kill the
West Valley Symiphony, but
she did play the role of coffin
nail.

The Sun City-based orches-
tra, formed in 1968, canceled
its pops series after the first
of four concerts at Glendale
Arena. The Judd concert Dec.,
4 sold only half the expected
4,000 tickets, barely turning a
profit, and sales were slow for
planned performances with
Bobby Vinton, the Gatlin
Brothers and Neil Sedaka.

The symphony depended on
the pops concerts to stay
afloat, said former executive
director Richard Shelton, who
resigned in December after an
internal disagreement over
how to deal with the crisis. On
Monday, the morning after a
concert with teen violin virtu-
050 Rachel Lee, the orchestra
announced it was pulling the
plug for good.

Symphonies across the
country suffered financial set-
backs during the economic
downturn that began in 2000
and worsened after $/11. In
Arizona, the Mesa Symphony
Orchestra nearly went belly
up last year after executive di-
rector Jacqueline Toney re-
signed in the midst of a budget
shortfall. Member musicians
Guillaume Grenier-Marmet
and Gina Stevens took over
the job as unpaid volunteers
for move than three months 1o
keep the orchestra going.

“1t's extremely sad to see
that happen,” Grenier-Marmet
said of the West Valley Sym-
phony’s demise. “It’s Just an-
other little kick in the head to
say "Youd better manage your
things well,’ because every or-
chestra in the country is a few
steps away fron that.”

However, although it's true
that many non-profit sympho-
nies live hand-to-mouth, the
West Valley Symphony suf-
fered its own problems. It
faced repeated budget short-
falls after it cut short its
2000-01 season when its home
venue, the Arizona State Uni-
versity-owned Sundome in Sun
City West, was closed for reno-
vations.

“You've gut a bunch of peo-
ple wbo are used to a certain
thisg, and they didn't want to
atiend” shows at other venues,

Ticket exchange

The Phoenix Syrnphony has
offered seats at selected per-
formances to ticket holders of
the West Valley Symphony's
two canceled concerts. De-
tails, including a list of eligible
performances, are avaitable
at phoenixsymphony.org by
calling the box office at (602)
495-1999 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.
weekdays). Alternatively, the
West Valley Symphony can
provide documentation to
claim the cost of tickets as a
tax-deductible donation (jt's
not offering refunds). Those
wishing to make further do-
nations to help the orchestra
pay $90,000 in debt can call
(623)972-4484 or mail a
check to: West Valley Sym-
phony, P.O. Box 1417, Sun
City, AZ 85372,

Shelton said.

Season subscriptions fejl by
nearly half, to about 750, and
never recovered, even after
ASU ditched its renovation
plan and reopened the Sun-
dome. For the 2005-06 Season,
with a Sundome sale immi-
nent, the symphony moved out
again, planning its six classics
concerts at the Prince of
Peace Catholic Church in Sun
City West and the pops series
at Glendale Arena.

“T was surprised about their
pops strategy,” said Maryellen
Gleason, president and CEQ of
the Phoenix Symphony. “They
went down the road of big
stars in the Glendale Arena,
which is the riskiest of all con-
cert types that an orchestra
can do.”

Shelton agrees it was a risk
but says the symphony had
little choice because there
were no other venyes near the
Sun Cities large enough for a
profitable pops series, He also
noted that when Symphony
Hall in Phoenix was closed for
renovations in 2004, the city
gave money to its resident
companies to help themn
through the transition.

“We didn’t have anybody to
step up like that,” he said.

The Glendale pops series
was an extension of a long-
term strategy for the sym-
phony — which began in 1968
as the Sun City Symphony Or-

chestra — to expand beyond
its core audience of retirees.
Even before 2000, the sub-
scriber base had been slowly
eroding, and with the West
Valley growing so quickly, it
was crucial to reach “outside
the walled city,” said Shelton,
who was hired in 1997, shortly
after the orchestra changed its
name from the Sun Cities
Symphony to the Symphony of
the West Valley.

“Obviously (the strategy)
wasn't very successful,” Shel-
ton said. “We really didn’t see
our audience base change
much. We saw some younger
people there, but it wasn'’t
enough to make a difference.”

In the end, “the community
has taken the orchestra for
granted,” he said. “They think
it just runs on air. And without
proper support and attend-
ance, you just can’t run an or-
ganization like that. ... Out of a
cominunity as large as ours,
we should have 1 percent sup-
porting and attending, and we
didn't have even close to thatr.”

The symphony board is
working to raise $90,000 to pay
off current debt, after finish-
ing last year in the black
(thanks to an end-of-season
fund-raising drive), with reve-
nues of nearly $950,000.

Meanwhile, Shelton holds a
glimmer of hope: “If the com-
munity values what they had
and what they've lost,” the
sympheny could make a come-
back.

It may be a slimn hope, but
not one without precedent,
says Julia Kirchhausen,
spokeswoman for the Ameri-
can Symphony Orchestra
League.

“In the past 10 years, there
have been nine (professional)
orchestras who have closed
their doors — or 10 now, in-
cluding this one,” she said.
“Three were in the New York
and Washington metropolitan
areas, where the audience is
served by multiple orchestras,
Three have reconstituted
themselves in some way, in-
cluding San Jose, which is now
Symphony Silicon Valley. And
three have not been recpened,
but we're starting to hear buzz
about those communities try-
ing to bring them back.”

Reach the reporter at ,
kerrylengel@arizonarepublic
.com or (602) 444-4896,
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donorangelmﬂmgtohfttheWestVaI—
ley Symphony out of its precanous fmanclal )
mnlaum,. R e o

: performances before admiring au-
diences, is a tragedy felt not just by the profes-:

sional musicians and longnme maestro James
‘ . ditonal ve.nue, ‘the Sundome i in Sun City, was
closed, an imposition on many seniors.

: Yestadt , but by the entire West Valley. -

“Its dennse is also a sobering reminder that
cultural and perform.mg arts need active par- .

* ticipation by‘a widé range of supporters if they
. are'to be: successful and endure,.

Clearly, these were not the best of tlmes ﬁ- ‘

nancially. The symphony’s last brush with- .-
: deathwaqm2004.khadtorame$200000ma
" month to, meet the challenge made by an anon--
ymous donor: a check for $100,000.

“The symphony met the challenge, but that
wasthen.Thlsumetherehadbeenaboard
reshufflmg and remgnquons by the develop-

- ment dlrectqr and the executive director. Pop
_ concerts were canceled because of lagging
- ticket gales. Moreover, this time there was no
-challenge grant. There was no publ:elty about. -
~ the dire circumstances. And there was no mass
‘appeal to business or government such as the
“Keep the Music Playing” campaign of 2004.-

BT S ST

FROM THE SOUTHWEST VAI.I.EY REPUBLIC

p hehan writing was on the wall. But un-
hke a couple of years ago, there was no

Fred Berken.kamp,
- board president, reduced
- the symphony’s problems
“*to a “generational thing”: -

. sic but boemers do not.
" He says he spoke to many

- the past, who told him
" that “they were tapped o
out”: T :

-Maestro John' - . “There also weére the
“Yestadt ‘n, - years of uncertainty be- -
«cause the symphony’s tra- -~

Nobody ever said keeping a symphony m the

.- black was easy. The landscape is littered with -
- defunct symphoniee But that shou]dn’t be a de-

fault posmon
This region is gmwmg by leaps and bounds

: “'The performing and visual arts-are in a renais-

‘sance. New performing arts theaters are
planned in Peoria and Avondale, and the Sun-
dome js back in busipess.. -

! Thlslsn’tthetimetothrowmthetowel It1s,
J “a time to step back, take stock of the situation
. and come up with a sound financial and mar-
- ketmg plan that can be melemented m one
- year, perbaps two. - R

Go for it, West Va]ley. Let us ,hope that in
__time, we'll be able to say that word of t.he sym-.
phony’s delmse was premature. . '
. - L= Saturday

¢ Sénjors like classical mu- .-

-large symphony. donors of

oL
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The financially struggling West Valley Symphony has decided to dissolve in the wake of poor ticket sales and changing musical tastes.

Symphony plays final note

Changing tastes, lagging
ticket sales force closure

By Charles Kelly

AdeTLE T S0

The West Valley Symphony,
doomed by changing musical
astes, the loss of a permanent
home and lagging ticket sales,
closed its doors Monday after 38
vears, $90,000 in debt,
“The (symphony) board just
decided we didn't have the cash to
make payroils
S . at this point
i and we'd better

<y 1
e 4| StOp,” said Fred
L e ‘!"f‘a‘;f ‘ Berkenkamp,

PR ARt l‘ board  presi-
i. ! p dent.
. f Julie Rich-

ard, executive
director of the
West  Valley
Arts  Council,
said the end of
the symphony was a blow to arts
in the area,

“It's really a very sad thing for
the West Valley,” Richard said.

Dee Hjermstad, of Sun City
West, who with her husband, Sig,
has been a symphony patron for
more than 20 years, said she was
“devastated” by the loss.

“There's no more musical cul-
ture in the West Valley,” she said.

Fred
Berkenkamp

"

“It's gone,
Concertgoers were put off by
the symphony’s loss of the Sun-
dome in Sun City West as a per-
manent home, Hjermstad said.

When Arizona State University
decided to transfer the Sundome
to Maricopa County — which fi-
nally occurred in November — the
symphony had to go elsewhere,
she noted.

“When Arizona State Univer-
sity ... forced the symphony ou, it
totally disrupted the (sym-
phony’s) subscriber base,” Hjerm-
stad said. “They never were able
to recover from that.”

The symphony came up with a
plan to shift this season’s concerts
to Prince of Peace Catholic
Church in Sun City West and
Glendale Arena,

But its customers didn’t adjust
—or weren'tinterested in the per-
formances offered — and patrons
of the symphony couldn’t be per-
suaded to give enough for it to
survive, Berkenkamp said,

The symphony raised
$350,000 last year to avoid going
into debt, Berkenkamp said. But it
failed to sell enough tickets to this
season’s pops-concert series to
reach a firm financial footing and

The West Valley

Symphony

B As the Sun City Sym-
phony Orchestra, gave its
first performance in 1968 to
1.000 music lovers gath-
ered in what is now Moun-
tain View Auditorium.

8 | ater was called the Sun
Cities Symphony (to include
Sun City West), the Sym-
phony of the West Valley
and West Valley Symphony.

M Provided cultural pro-
grams for west Phoenix,
Glendale, Peoria, the Sun
Cities and Surprise. Part-
nered with other arts organ-
izations to seek to bring live
symphonic music to the
Southwest Valley,

W Was led by maestro
James Yestadt as its musi-
cal director and conductor
for 18 years.

M Offered six classical and
four pops concerts each
season,

had to cancel the series.

In early January, Berkenkamp
sent a letter to the symphony’s top
200 doners and other possible do-
nors saying the symphony would
need another $350,000 to get

through the coming vear.

“The response was very
limited, and that was a clear mes-
sage,” Berkenkamp said. “These
top donors — and I called many of
them — they just felt tapped out.”

The symphony alse suffered
from declininginterest in the clas-
sical music thar was the sympho-
ny’s specialty, Berkenkamp said.

He nored that other symphany
orchestras across the country, in-
cluding those in San Dego, San
Jose and OQakland, Caiif. alse
struggled financially and closed in
recent years.

The West Valley Syimphony --
featuring all 75 orchestrs mem-
bers and guest violinist Rachel
Lee — played its [ast classical con-
cert Sunday at Prince of Peacy
Catholic Church. Members of the
orchestra also got their final pay-
check Sunday, Berkenkamp said.

The symphony still needs
$90,000 to meet its financial obl;-
gations and is asking for dong.
tons so it doesn’t have to declar.
bankruptcy, Berkenkamp said.

The symphony had two more
classical concerts on this season's
schedule, but is asking people
who have purchased tickets zo do-
nate that amount to the symphony
since it doesm’t have money to of-
fer refunds.

Other people wishing 1o donare
can call (623) 972-4384 or mail
donations to West Vailev Svm-
phony, P.O. Box 1417, Sun Cin AZ
85372,
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Symphony needs 1 last public boost

onday’s announcement that
M the West Valley Symphony is

closing is a sobering remind-
er that we cannot afford to take our
cultural institutions for granted.

The non-profit professional orches-
tra has operated in the West Valley
since 1968, but it has struggled in re-
cent years to make ends meet.

The 2001 season was cut short
when the Sundome announced it
would soon be closing. Since then, the
symphony had been without a perma-
nent home.

Lackluster ticket sales and a decline
in corporate and personal contribu-
tions forced the symphony to make

tough decisions to keep up with its
mounting debts.

In December, the board canceled its
pops concert series to shore up the fi-
nances and allow the symphony to
continue the classical season.

West Valley Symphony Board Presi-
dent Fred Berkenkamp cites a number
of reasons for the orchestra’s financial
problems, including a “changing com-
munity and cultural environment” and
a “very limited response” to the
board’s recent appeals for support
from the community.

But he’s being diplomatic.

The hard truth is the West Valley
Symphony needed us and we failed to

respond. Our inaction brought an un-
timely end to a decades-old, home-
grown cultural institution.

That will be our shameful legacy.

Still, we have a chance to give the
symphony a dignified farewell.

Although the rest of the classical
concert series has been canceled, the
symphony needs to raise an additional
$90,000 to meet its obligations.

Berkenkamp hopes the community
will step up to help the symphony
avoid bankruptey.

He’s asking concertgoers who have
already purchased tickets to donate
the price of the ticket to the sym-
phony.

He also hopes that longtime con-
tributors will make one last generous
donation.

In announcing the closure, Berken-
kamp expressed his gratitude to the
symphony’s core supporters for their
contributions over the years.

Those supporters will no doubt do
their part once again. :

We encourage the rest of the com-
munity to follow suit.

To make a donation to the West Valley
Symphony, call (623) 972-4484 or mail
to: West Valley Symphony, P.O. Box 1417,
Sun City, Arizona, 85372, All donations
are tax deductible.
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West Valley Symphony bows out

Financial woes speed orchestra’s demise a suprisc to many of our friends and neign-

-

community cares enough
ation and what the sym-
o them for the past three
‘lay her fo rest’ with dig-

the pain of having to

" Berkenkamp said. “We

“We hope the

about this organiz
nity and without debt or

decades to help us
declare bankruptcy.

to stay afloat amidst a changing community phony has meant t

bors,” he sald, “The symphony has struggled
and cultural environment. We knew it was

time to shut our doors.™

The orchestra’s final performance was
Sunday in Prince of Peace Catholic Church in
Sun City West, where guest violinist Rachel

continuous performances.

CLAUDIA SHERRILL

DAILY NEWS-SUN

Citing continued financial difficulties and a
weaker than expected response to a fund-

donation.”

-time supporters will
The symphony canceled its pops serles _of

hope our loyal and long
help by making a generous

k the symphony's final chapter

to West Valley residents to help raise that
in a long and respected history.

Berkenkamp added that the symphony still
needs $90,000 to meet financial obligations
and clear its debt. Board members are appeal-

amount to mar

Ing

Berkenkamp said the decision was difficult

Lee appeared with the 75-member symphony.
for the board of trustees and him, personally.

raising appeai, West Valley Symphony Board
of Trustees President Fred Berkenkamp
announced the symphony association would

See SYMPHONY, AS

“The reasons for our decision won't come as

close its doors today, after 38 years of

‘31grIaNpap-xe]
3I® SsuojjeUOpP []V
'TLESS ZV CANQ ung ‘Z1¥I
xof 'Q'd ‘Auoyduwig Loqep

(1S9 01 Tew Io $8¥Y-T.L6

| s *AuoydwmAg Aaep 1sam
3y} 0} UO[EUOD E IXBUI O],

‘UOSEDS HIIUCD
JUSLIND 3} JO UOISN[IU0d ay)
10] JUSWIAINAI §]Y pasunouue
9H "SIB2A Q1 1SE[ a4} 10} S1IaD

- -u0d sdod iInoj pue [edssep
XIS JO S9AS [enuue §) up’
101oNpUod pue IGYSHp Jjsnul

| sy se ensayolo ayy pay sey

| IpBISay SalWlep OISIBR

“Aorrea
) SssoIde WoJ] SUesnUW

L Ui ensagoro Auoyduds
[euoissajord € OJUl PIAJOA
Auoyduwfg A3jfep I189m
) pue ‘IIIUOUE JUILITID 1)
uy paymsal sagueyd sley 's9f
-HJ UNg ayy Wolj Suepsnw
Jasjunjea Juisuduros ‘en
-saaIQ Auoydurhg A3 ung
) 1e pautoprad 3s1y Auoyd
-uIfs 3y ‘BY6T J0UIS L3[reA
ISaM 3 UY U0D] [eINI[nd Y
"S3[ES 13N
INSn{yoe} pue SUOONQHIUOD
reuosiad pue ajerodiod yjoq
uj doIp e ‘Burald s[qeieyd e
-I3A0 PI1J9JJE 1By} WINIUMOp
JUIOUEd? UE ‘2INSO[d JUIU
-[uuy §)] PIDUNCUUE  JUWIOp
-ung sy) Udym [Q0Z Ul uos
-B38 PIlIMIOYS B YHm SIeak
JU231 Uf awed Auoyduss aiy
01 s3fusleyd [eUonIPPY

"SIRMIYIP
[eloUBUY JO 3STEJIQ sIeaf
Jus%al up pasop jng ‘uado
feys o) payddngs asey el
“je) ‘puepyeq pue asop
ueg ‘'ofs1g ueg Juipnpuy ‘An
-unod Iy} $S0Ide SensIYIIo
fuoydwis I1aylo ayi[un
Jou s 3l s) Jey) pajou
dweyusyteg pue ‘suoperado
§)} UJeISNS 0) $DINOS anu
-3A31 Mau JyFnos Apue)suod
KLuoydwAis oy ‘suopezmreSio
golduou Iagjo AU INF]

. 0q [eur
S) 3Ye) pue pood lo] a4qg
-pood, Aes snw Auoydwig
£a[[ep 1894 AUy arayuym Aepo
aqI Aep B — QW0) IaAdu
pmos Jey) Aep e sem padoy
am yeym padepap Aiduns suon
-euop jsed asoyy -Aem ey
)3} oym sIaquIatd AJUNWO)
yduous jualsm Jsnl arsy
‘A;o1eunitopun, ‘pres dwey
-Uaylag WAyl papasu am
uaym safue Anay alam Aoy
'slesd Auew os Jo] Auoyd
-WLAS 31 10} AIAY) UI3q 2ABL
oym  siaptoddns 2102 asoy
10} aaey am apmneld oy
ssaldxa 01 wdaq ) ued |,

‘£1reyo yoiduou
‘©-210G € 0] SEM UOTIIQLIU0D
ayy Fupedpur UolRIUIWNIOP
xey apuoid m Auoyduids
Sy 'Spunjal anssi 0] ploje
jouued 1] 2duis AuoydulAs
3y 01 — Qgg ApPrewmordde
— junowe 1€y} aleuocp
‘s19¥on paseyaind aaey
Apeale oym suonied jey
Fupsanbar st dwexusyiag
pue ‘3[npayds uoseas
[BISSE[D. AU} U0 Jujurewrar
SIIAIUDI 0M] aIam aJay],

*§1133u09 sdod
Sujurewa1 ayy [22ued 0] 183q
sesm J1 3I3ym UOTIEN)IS B paje
-21) uaniad gz jo suonnqy
-uod uf deip e o) pappe uaym
‘Yorys  ‘safes  pajedjopiue
Jo Juwdrad Qg AJuo alam ppnp
BUUOUAM JO] Sa[esS 1oL

‘$31195 [eD
~ISSE[J Y} MUNUOD pue 1qap
[euonippe prose o) sem adoy
3U) Pres Is[[eae] yuely JUsp
-tsard pleoq JIawio] ‘uone[
-[90ued jey) Jupunouue uj

‘Spuny Is[el pue
dnoxdsr o) sqyuow Iswwng
Y} 3] UIG] ‘SIS 1IIDU0I
TedISSE[D ay) afeAles pue 1qap
[euonippe proae 01 jdwajre
UE U] ‘Iaquiada Ul $1I80U0D

Y oy

9UI[29P 07 PP S9Tes 1931

A CANOHAINAS



VF Symphony

(In-common)

SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT

" Sour note to symphony season

Lackluster sales
cripple schedule
By Matt Loeschman

Independent Newspapers

Even scheduled appearances
by notable entertainers Wynonna,

.Bobby Vinton and the Gatlin

Brothers cannot help slumping
ticket sales for the West Valley Sym-
phony.

“We figured these were some
pretty big names,” explained Frank
Cavalier, symphony board presi-
dent. “We were banking on these
pops concerts bringing in some
large crowds. We were mistaken
and now we've had to make some

adjustments.” .

The West Valley Symphony
Board of Directors recently voted
to suspend the remainder of its
2005-06 pops concert season at
Glendale Arena to avoid incurring
debt that it could not repay.

“This was such a tough deci-
sion but we felt we had to do it,”
Mr. Cavalier said. “The ticket sales
for the upcoming three shows
were not good. We had to-call the
shows off.”

The West Valley Symphony per-
formed the first of its four sched-
uled pops concerls Dec, 4 featur-

. ing country music artist Wynonna

Judd.
But with sales of fewer than
2,000 tickets, the board decided to

cancel the remaining pops con-
certs effective immediately.

“We're looking at having to sell
3,800 tickets to get to the break:
even point,” the board president
explained. “None of the remaining
pops concerts were anywhere
closetothat.” .

Mr. Cavalier could not pinpoint
a reason for the slow ticket sales.
He said the group’s next board
meeting, set for Jan. 6, will offer an
opportunity to chart the course for
the symphony’s future,

The symphony had three
remaining pops concerts on the
schedule — Bobby Vinton on Jan.
15; Larry Gatlin and The Gatlin
Brothers on March 12 and Neil
SedakaonApril23.

None of those shows will take
place.

“It's disappointing, but we felt
we had no choice,” Mr. Cavalier
said. “The Bobby Vinton show had
fewer than 900 tickets sold by
Christmas. The Gatlin Brothers
showwasn't looking too good. We
just can't do that from a financial
standpoint.”

The board president said he
believed Wynonna’s appearance
would be a big draw.

“We didn’t lose money on that,
but we were banking on a great
turnout for our first pops concert to
carry us into the next one and the
one after that,” Mr. Cavalier
explained. “It didn’t happen.”

The West Valley Symphony,

now in its 38th year, first per-
formed as the Sun City Symphony
Orchestra, a primarily volunteer
orchestra comprised of residents
of the Sun Cities area.

Through the years, it changed
its name to the Symphony of the
West Valley and later to West Valley
Symphony, expanding intc a pro-
fessional symphony orchestra with
75 musicians from throughoul the
Valley.

The symphony traditionally
performs a series of four pops and
six classical concerts each season.
Maestro James Yestadt has led the
professional orchestra as its music
director and conductor for 18

See Symphony — Page 3

January 4, 2006

Symphony

Continued From Page 1
years.

Despite the cancellation of the
three remaining pops concerts, the
symphory’s classical concert series
remains unchanged. The sympho-
ny lost the deposits it put down to
book the Gatlins, Mr. Vinton and
Mr. Sedaka.

“This has put us into a financial
bind, but we are looking good to
finish up the year,” Mr. Cavalier said.
“Our patrons have stepped up big
to help us. We can’t thank them
enough for their support.”

Last year, the symphony con-
ducted a special, intensive fund-
raising project that resulted in con-

~ tributions of $350,000 that cleared

the organization's existing debt.
“The action we are taking now
ts fiscally responsible so that we

don't fall back into debt,” Mr. Cava-
lier noted. “We plan to focus our
attention on strengthening our
financial foundation so we can con-
tinue moving forward after this sea-
son. Anyone wishing to contribute
to the symphony fund can contact
the symphony office or me direct-

Season subscribers and individ-
ual ticket holders will receive a
refund for their symphony pops
concert tickets. For questions about
refunds, contact the symphony
office at 972-4484.

Residents were disappointed
with the announcement but under-
stood why it was made.

“I'm sorry to hear that,” resident
Ray Duhan said. “It's a sharne more
people aren’t showing up for those
concerls because they are enjoy-
able. When you add a singer o the
symphony, it makes it that much
better.”

Marsha Dunham agreed.

“It's too bad but [ see why they
have to do it,” she said. “You just
can’t put on that kind of show and
keep losing money time after time.”

Mr. Cavalier said the future
remains bright for the symphony
despite the three cancellations.

“We will eventually bring the

pops senies back,” he said.

One of the biggest hurdles to
clear is finding a home for the
group.

“We have to have a home. The

.arena has been good to us but it is

no secret we would like to return to
the Sundome,” Mr. Cavalier said.
“Our costs have been tremendous.
We are going to talk to the new
management company operating
the Sundome and hopefully we can
cometoan agreement.”

The board president believes
the symphony must also be more
fiscally resporisible.

“We will need to work with a
budget that is more balanced and
more realistic than in the past,” he
explained. “This is not the San
Antonio Symphony or the Min-
neapolis Symphony — this is the
West Valley Symphony. We must
plan our budget within our con-
straints.

“We need to establish a direc-
tion and see where we're going,”
Mr. Cavalier added. “Canceling
those concerts was one of the most
difficult decisions we have had to
make, but we feel it's the right deci-
sion and the responsible thing to
do. Hopefully, the steps we are tak-
ing now will insure the future of this
symphony orchestra for genera-
tions to come.”

Post your comments on this issue at
wii.newszapforums.com/forumd,
Reach News Editor Matt Loeschman
at 9726101 or
miceschman@newszap.com.

-




| MAESTRO: Symphony leader to retire with legacy of growth

as a performing arts or ani-  the West Valle Symphony most notably in 1999, when In retirement, Yestadt
From A1 zatiorll), the Wes%Valley gym— in 1988, Yestadt served as he wag invi{ed to Spain'to plans {0 guest _conduct,
; bli hony has Sponsored a num-  resident, conductor for the conduct three concerts with travel and spend time with
aﬁld, now were c{ou ng Eer of consummate guest  New Orleans Philharmonic  the Orquestra Sinfénica de family and friends.

cti at,I xge\$ gTode (E::Imerg- musicians he hag enjoyed Sym hony Orchestra (now Casti.llayLeon. ) “T will say this- I'm goin
ous y},'l esta ft 5al h i i s the Louisiana Philtharmonic A native of Hamsbur_g, to miss mafting the music%
hoI,)et at part o the}elorc es- years at the podium, inelud. Orchestra), and as music  Pa, Yestadt earned his Yestadt saig “Other than
tra’s positive growih was "} Ing the late pianist John director ang conductor of the bachelor’s degree in music at my wife, Victoria that has

result Ot: my influence. Browm'ng and pianist Alicia  Mobjle S hony Orches. the Lebanon Valley Conser- been the’love Ofm):' life.”
believe I'm leavmgha S{lm‘ Delarocha, tra, Mobile Opera and the vatory of Music an his mas- ] . ’
gilony orchestra } at :15 ‘Maestro  Yestadt g Baton  Rouge Symphony ter’s degree in music at For information about the
fome a truly pro essional, highly revered in thig com-  Orchestra. During = his Columbia University. He Symphony and jts 2005-06
talented group of musicians munity and will be great) lengthy career in the South,  continued musica] studies at  concert season featuring four
capable of playin all the missed,” said Richard Shel. Yestadt also served as direc. the renowned New School of remaining classical concerts
ajor classmal, terature ton, the symphony’s paecu-  tor of orchestral studies at  Music in Philadelphia, and at Prince of P eace Catholic
such as Mah;f;ﬁoi‘tglh’ssjéﬁ tive director. “The orchestra  Louisiana State University,  abread in  Switzerland, Church in Sun City West

hony or Sho i i i ied i - d four pops concerts gt
as progressed to trye pro- In addition to his 051-  where he studied interpreta- an rop

Eymphony - That was defi- fessir:}))nafrstatus under his tiong with symphony orches-  tion anq conducting with the  Glendale Arena, call the

Iutely not the case when I leadership and musica] Buid-  tras, Yestadt wag guest late Rafael Kubelic. [t was  symphony office at 972-4484

arrived here, in 20ce — this will be hjs conductor at several music during this period that Yes-  or visit the Wep site  at

Yestadt noted that in legacy.” festivals  throughout the tadt was asked to conduct www.westvalleysymphony.o-

addition to its own growth Before taking the helm of United States and Europe, the Zurich Radio Orchestra, rg.
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West Valley Symphony
opens 38th season

‘All-Orchestra’
concert to benefit
hurricane survivors

The West Valley Syrﬁphony :

will open its 38th concert season
3:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 30 at
Prince of Peace Catholic Church,
14818 W. Deer Valley Road, Sun
. City West, with a concert show-
casing the musicianship of the
full orchestra, while paying trib-
ute to fellow musicians and
other New Orleans residents
who have been displaced by Hur-
ricane Katrina. .

The symphony’s performance
of “Fanfare for New Orleans” will
benefit hurricane relief.

Henry Flurry, a New Orleans
native and now a resident of
Prescott, Ariz., composed the
“Louisiana Phitharmonic
Orchestra Fanfare” in response to
the former music director’s call
for an official fanfare to open the
orchestra’s concert performanc-
es. [t premiered at the LPO sea-
son-opening concert in 1999 and
the orchestra played it periodical-
ly throughout its subsequent

concert seasons. For each per-

formance of the “LPQ Fanfare”
by orchestras throughout the
country, Mr. Flurry has advised
ASCAP to donate the music
licensing fee of $170 to the hurri-
cane relief fund.

After hearing about the proj- .

ect, the West Valley Symphony
immediately stepped up to
become the first and only sym-
phony orchestra in Arizona to
date to confirm a performance of
the piece. James Yestadt, the
West Valley Symphony's music
director and conductor, also has
a personal interest in the decision
to perform the “LPO Fanfare.”

In addition to supporting the
hurricane relief efforts by per-

forming the “LPO Fanfare,” M.

Yestadt noted that the West Val-
ley Symphony has invited dis-
placed musicians from the New

Orleans area to come to Arizona
to audition for the orchestra,
which will hold auditions for the
string section Oct, 18,

The all-orchestra concert Oct.
30 will also -  feature
Tchaikovsky’s “Romeo and Juli-
et Overture,” Wagner's “Die
Meistersinger: Prelude,”
Borodin's “Prince Igor: Polovt-
stan Dances,” and Dvorak's
“Sympheny No. 8.” The compre-
hensive program will provide an
opportunity for the concert audi-

ence to hear and appreciate the
musicianship and artistry of the
orchestra’s 75 professional musi-
cians led by Mr. Yestadt, who is
entering his 18th year with the
ensemble.

The season-opening concert
is sponsored by Sun City West
residents Birt and Louisa Kellam.
Tickets cost $30 for adults and
$15 for students under the age of
18.

Call 972-4484 or visit
www.westvalleysymphiony.org.
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)t Peace Music Director Mike McGraw, center, po!
"0 West Vailey Symphony Executive Director Richar
1es Yestadt. The symphony will perform
stchurch beginning in October.

own — and struck gold. Her
first solo record deal in 1992
sold more than five million
copies and became the
highest-selling debut atbum by
a female artist at the time,

Tickets for all West Valley
Symphony concerts are on
sale now. Classical concert
ticke1s cost 830 for adulis and
§15 for students under the age
of 18, To purchase classical
coneert tickets, call the sym-
phony office at 972-4484 or
visit www.ticketforee, com.

Pops concert lickets cost
$35-855. To purchase pops
concert tickets, call Tickeimas-
ter at 480-784-4444 or visit
www.ticketmaster.com.

“We've received such over-
whelming support from our
community during the past
vear. so this season is our

PHGTO COURTESY OF DAN SEABREEZE

nts cut some of the details of the
d Shelton, left, and Symphony Mae-
its series of six classical concerts at the Sun

opportunity to say ‘thank you’
by presenting what I believe is
one of the best concert sea-
sons and some of the most taj-
ented and renowned guest art-
ists we've ever had,” Shelton
said. "We're also very excited
about reaching out to new
concertgoers this season
through our two new perfor-
mance venues,”

“In addition (¢ our talented
Guest artists, we're extremely
proud to present our own mas-
terful musicians as featured
s0loists in concert,” said Yes-
tadt. the symphony’s music
director and conductor.

"Principal flutist Barbara
Davis Chao and principal
harpist Paula Provo will show-
case their talent in a ciassical
concert in February,” he said.

‘The concert [eaturing Chao

Boboy Vinton

and Provo is scheduled for
3:30 p.m. Feb. 19 Prince of
Peace.

For information about the
West Valley Symphony and its
2005-06 concert season, call
the symphony office at 972-
4484, or visil the Web sjte at
www westvaliey svmphony.org,

Claudia Shernil may be
reached ar 876-2511 or
csherniliazirib.comn.



Rachei Lee

West Valley Symphony
2005-06 season

CLASSICAL CONCERTS

@® 3:30 p.m. Oct. 30 —
Classical symphony concert
featuring the music of Wagner,
Dvorak, Tchaikovsky and Boro-
din.

@® 3:30 p.m. Nov. 20 —
Canadian pianist Angela
Cheng, hailed by critics for her
remarkable technique, tonal
beauty and musicianship. She
has appeared with virtually
every orchestra in Canada, as
well as renownad symphonies
throughout the United States.
The concert will include music
from Mozart, Schumann and
Brahms.

® 3:30 p.m. Dec. 18 —
The symphony celebrates the
holiday season with a classi-
cal holiday concert featuring
the Arizona Masterworks Cho-
rale and a holiday perfor-
marnce of Handel’s “Messi-
ah.”

® 3:30 p.m. Feb. 5 — Vio-
linist Rachel Lee joins the
symphony for a classical con-
cert. At just 17 years oid,
Rachel has virtuosity and
musical maturity that have led
to performances at the United
Nations and with the KBS
Symphony Orchestra in Seoul,
Korea. She aiso has per-
formed as part of a Disney
Young Musicians Symphony
Orchestra in a production for
the 2000 Grammy Awards,
and most recently performed a
recital at the Louvre in Paris.
She studies with legendary
violinist ltzhak Perlman at The
Juilliard School. Her perfor-
mance will include selections
from Rossini, Mozart and Men-
delssohn.

® 3:30 p.m. Feb. 19 —
Symphony musicians Barbara
Davis Chao, flute, and Paula
Provo, harp, will perform clas-
sical selections including
music of Rossini, Mozart and
Beethoven.

® 3:30 p.m. April 9 —
“Celebrating Young Artists”
— the symphony hosts the
winner in the pianc category of
its 27th-annual Young Artist
Competition, a symphony-
sponsored competition that
brings the “best of the hest”

student musicians together to

vie for the coveted first prize of
$2,000 and the opportunity 1o

perform on stage with the pro-

fessionai orchestra.

POPS CONCERTS

® 3:30 p.m. Dec. 4 —
Country superstar Wynonna
Judd

@® 3:30 p.m. Jan. 15—
Bobby Vinton performs with
the symphoeny. Vinten's hits,
including “Roses Are Red,”
“Mr. Lonely” and “Blue Vel-
vet,” have established him as
one of the most successful
and genuinely loved pop sing-
ers of all time.

® 3:30 p.m. March 12 —
Larry Gatlin and the Gatlin
Brothers bring their smooth
harmonies and-excepticnal
songwriting to Glendale. With
their favorite hits, such as
"Houston,” “All the Gold in
California,” which earned them
American Country Music's Sin-
gle of the Year Award, and
their Grammy-winning hit, “Bro-
ken Lady,” the Gatlin Brothers
prove that there's no better
harmeny than family harmony.

® 3:30 p.m. April 23 —
Neil Sedaka caps off the pops
season with a performance
with the orchestra. Sedaka is
a pioneer in American pop and
rock, with contributions —
both as a songwriter and as a
singer — that are second to
nene. His string of hits
includes “Stupid Cupid” and
“Where the Boys Are,” which
he wrote for Connie Frangis;
“Working On a Groowy Thing”
for The Fifth Dimension; Tom
Jones' “Puppet Man,” and
“Love Will Keep Us Together,”
which he wrote for the Captain
and Tennille, launching their
career.

His own performance hit list
includes ali-time favorites “Cal-
endar Girl,” “Breaking Up Is
Hard to Do,” “Laughter In the
Rain” and “Should've Never
Let You Go,” which he
recorded with his daughter,
Dara, and which remains one
of the few fatherdaughter
songs to have ever made the
charts.



West Valley
Symphony Moving
to New Concert
Venues

The West Valley Symphony is
moving its classical and pops con-

cert series to two, new venues m the
West Valley. |

“We have an exciting future as a

performing arts organization that
cannot continue to be tied to-the
fate of the Sundome, and our board
of directors unanimously voted to
move the symphony forward in
what we believe will be a new
beginning for our organization,”
said Richard Shelton, West Valley
Symphony executive director.
The professional 85-member
~symphony orchestra will perform
its upcoming 2005-06 series of six
classical concerts at the Prince of
Peace Catholic Church located at
14818 W. Deer Valley Dr. in Sun
City West, approximately one mile
north of the Sundome at Deer
Valley Road and 151st Avenue.

The symphony’s four pops con-
certs in 2005-06 will be performed
at the new Glendale Arena at 9400
W. Maryland Ave. in Glendale, just
east of the Loop 101 and the
‘Glendale Avenue exit.

“We talked with many audience
and community members and went
through quite a bit of research
before we came to this decision. It
SYMPHONY continued on page 4
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is one we take very seriously because our past home has always
been the Sundome,” said Frank Cavalier, symphony board
president. “But, we want to ensure that a cultural treasure like
the West Valley Symphony continues to shine—residents here
deserve nothing less than the best musical experience, and we
felt that partner'mg with these new performance venues will do
just that.”

The elegant and spacious Prince of Peace Catholic Church

“geats nearly 1,500 so it can comfortably accommodate concert-

goers who attend the classical performances. “This takes us
back to our European heritage,” said Maestro James Yestadt,
the symphony’s music director and conductor. “The great
orchestras of the 18th and 19th centuries almost universally
performed in magnificent cathedrals and churches and still do
to this day. This will be a wonderful acoustlcal artistic and inti-
mate concert experience for everyone.”

West Valley Symphony pops concerts traditionally draw
3 500 or more people. Shelton and the board are excited about
the opportunity to perform in the Glendale Arena, a brand new
venue. “The West Valley Symphony has been a valued member
of our community’s cultural quality of life for so many years,”
said Glendale Mayor Elaine Scruggs. “We proudly welcome
them as our newest partner at the Glendale Arena and wish
them even greater success in the coming years.”

Glendale Arena received the prestigious Pollstar Concert
Industry Award for “Best New Major Concert Venue” in 2004,
It can be reconfigured for a more intimate concert setting to
accommodate any size audience required for the symphony’s
concerts. ,

The West Valley Symphony’s 2005-06 concert season runs
from November 2005 through April 2006. Concert season
details and guest artists who will be performing with the
orchestra at Prince of Peace Catholic Church and the Glendale
Arena will be announced this summer.
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Community donates $60,000 to stave off symphony closure
Orchestra may tap endowment funds to survive

More than $60.000 in
donations has come in from
the community, symphony
board members and musi-
cians who have agreed to
waive their salaries, to sup-
port the Symphony of the
West  Valley since it
announced in November that
it faced a financial crisis
which threatens to close its
doors for good by the end of
the year.

The symphony faces an
operational deficit of
$213,000 and a loan balance
of $136,000 and has less
than $100.000 in operating
cash for the rest of the year.

Monthly expenses range
from $80,000 to $90,000.

MWe are on a precipice, and
[ would venture to say that the
only way the symphony is
going to make it to January is
to reach into our endow;
ment,” sald Symiphony Exec-
utive Director Richard Shel-
ton.

“That is something we are
not happy about, but are pre-
pared to do (o survive.
Although we are ¢xtremely
grateful for the community’s
outpouring of support to
date, we have not received
sufficient funds to carry us
through the entire season.

“In fact, contributions in
the month of December have
significantly tapered off.”

Mr. Sheiton said that the
symphony’s endowment

holds $70,000 in unrestrict-
ed funds that can be used to
help get through the month of
January, but even that will
not sustain the non-profit
orchestra long-term. Howev-
er, he feels confident that by
using these funds and any
additional donations that
come in [rom the community
through December will allow
the symphony to present its
Jan. 11, 2004 pops concert
featuring the popular star of
CBS’ “Guiding Light,” Ron
Raines, and three other tal-
ented Broadway entertainers,
in Bravo Broadway's "A Trib-
ute to Fred and Ginger.”
The symphony's pops con-
certs traditionally draw larg-
er audiences and produce

vital revenue from ticket
sales. )

“We are still hoping for
those much needed large

corporate and private gifts

‘that would fully relieve our

cash flow crisis and secure
the symphony's season and
its future,” Mr. Shelton said.

Despite the symphony's
best elforts to address its
financial situation, includ-
ing freezing salaries, cutting
operational and production
costs, reducing the size ol
the orchesira, raising ticket
prices, hiring a development
director to raise funds and
securing grant dollars,
events of the past three
yvears have taken a [inancial
toll on the non-profit organi-

zation. ]
The symphony had oper-
ated in the black for 33 of
the past 36 years.
Contributions to the
Symphony of the West Valley
may be mailed to: PO. Box
1417, Sun City, Ariz.,

85372. Donations may also
be made in person at the
symphony office located at
10451 Palmeras Drive, Sun
City. by calling 972-4484.
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Symphony of the “West “Valley

remains a classic L

Maestro looks back on own 15 years,
‘orchestra’s 35 years of accomplishments

STAFF REPORT

35th wedding anniversary is quite a milestone and traditionally

celebrated by giving a gift of precious gems. Music lovers in the

West Valley will participate in a different kind of anniversary

celebration this year and receive the gift of a cultural gem called
the Symphony of the West Valley when the symphony opens its 35th con-
cerl season al 3 p.m. Sunday in the Sundome Cenfer for the Performing
Arts.

At the podium, as he has been for the past 15 years. is music director
and conductor James Yestadt. And, as an added and fitting tribute to
the orchestra's 35th season. the premiere concert will feature two
of its own exceptional musicians—violinists Cathy Worcester,
concertmaster, and Cathie Lowmiiler, associate
concerlmaster.

“When | arrived here in 1988. the orchestra was
primarily a volunteer community orchestra, and its
repertoire capabilities were somewhat limited,”
Yestadt said. “We have grown into a professional
ensemble consisting of more than 90 of the best
free-lance musicians in the Vallev. We've estab-
lished a repulation in music circles as an orches-
tra that seitles for nothing less than the highest quality of
performance.”

Yesladt added that not only has the caliber of musicians improved
through the years, likewise, the depth and breadth of music the orchestra
performs for West Vallev andiences has dramatically inereased. Just last
vear, the orchestra connnissioned a composition by American COMposer
Ellen Taaffe Zwilich and performed the Arizona premicre of that musical
piece. Inies 250 anniversary vear. (the symphony conmissioned a1 ariging
picee by local Cambodian: American composer Chinary Ung. a regent pro-
1 fessor of composition at Arizona State University, i1 a world premiere

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAIL ¥ NEVe, SUN
Maestre James Yestadt leads the symphony at a practice last week.
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Bob Allport of Chandler tunes his cello before a rehearsal of the Symphony

; of the West Valley. Allport said he doesnt mind driving from the East
. Valley because, “It's a really good orchestra.”

performance.  That would have been unhieard of in the symphony’s ecarly
days as a volunteer-based performing arts organization.

“As the music director, ] try to select composers and classical picces that
are varied for each concert,” Yestadt said. “Our audiences tend to enjoy the
19th century romantic literature, but they're willing 1o give the newer
music a chance, too. As an orchestra, we try to provide the audience with a
good balance and overview of the music that's out there throughout the
course ol the season,”

The caliber of guest artists who have appeared with the Symphony of the
Wesl Valley also has grown in terms of their prolessional and international
musical acclaim. The maestro lists a few of the notable classical performers
he has conducted through the years, including two-time, Grammy Award-
winning pianist John Browning, who will make his second appearance with
the symphony this season; classical guitarist Manuel Barrueco: and violin-
ist Stephanie Chase.

Yestadl also credits the symphony's administration and the collabora-
tion of other symphony supporters for the longevity and success the .
orchestra has realized over the past three decades.

“We have been able to achieve the kind of growth and consistent quality
we've experienced not only because of our musicians, but because of our
administration, board of directors, symphony association, guild sponsors,
stalt and audience,” Yestadt said. “Without 1hese individuals supporting us
in a collaborative effort, the orchesira would not be where i is today —
celebrating 35 years.”

Single tickets for Symphony of the West Valley classical concerts cost $17.
$22 and $27. Pops single tickets cost $23. $30 and $37. Tickets are avail-
able at the Sundome box office 975-1900. Ticketmaster outlets 480-784-
4444, or at the door. Season subscriptions we also available through the
Sundome. For information. call the symphony office at 972-4484.

2002-2003 Symphony of the West Valley Season

3 p.m. March 2 — POPS Concert;
The Smothers Brothers

3 p.m. Oct. 20 — Symphony Cathy
Worchester & Cathie Lowmiller,
violin duo
3 p.m. March 23 — 24th-annual
Jennings Butterfield Young Artist
Competition Winner, vocalist
category

3 p.m. Nov, 17 — Dickran Atamian,
piano

3 p.m. Dec. 15 — Phoenix Boys

Choir, holiday favorites 3 p.m. April 13 — John Browning,

piano

7 p.m. Jan. 18 — POPS Concert:

Lou Rawls 3 p.m. April 27 — PQPS Concert:

Bravo Big Band
Alf performances are at the

Sundome, 19403 R.M. Johnson Blvd.,
Sun City West

3 p.m. Feb. 9 — Xiang Gao, violin
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Symphony gala raises $35,000

More than $35,000 was raised for the Symphony of the °
West Valley’s musical and educational outreach programs
at the annual gala at Union Hills Country Club, Sun City. |
The annual black-tie fundraiser featured dinner, a silent |
and live auction and live music provided by Banu Gibson
and The New Orleans Hot Jazz. )

Sun City West resident Dorothy Bruggers placed a bid of

_$6,000 to win the perennial favorite auction item called |
"Maestro Magic.” Bruggers’ high bid won her the
opportunity to guest conduct the 85-piece symphony |
orchestra in a 2002/2003 season pops concert. :

Other select auction items included a seven-day cruise
to the Caribbean. a Thomas Kinkade limited edition print,
jewelry from Mel's Fine Jewelry in Peoria, original sculpture

y Richard Acott and Provenance Fine Art, golf outings at
premier West Valley golf courses, lickets to Arizona Opera’s
performance of Madam Butterfly, tickets to Ballet Arizona’s
Swan Lake, and passes to Phoenix Art Museum and West
Valley Art Museum. '

SUBMITTED PHOTO La Vada Snel]-BOhler, a member of the Sy‘mphony SUBMITTED PHOTQ

Dorothy Bruggers of Sun City West, center, is g;fgc‘fgﬁbelﬁ?édéﬁﬂag%bﬁﬁs I;Zg?.glgglapm‘de“t of the Rep  Phil Hanson of Peoria, R-Dist. 17

congratulated by Liz Reeve Calley, vice president elfala was sponsored by Holland America Cruise (/€ft) was one of 200 special guests who
and manager of Northern Trust Bank of Sun City, Lines. Helene Gumina of Sun gity, a honorary member of attended the Symphony of the West

; the board of trustees, sponsored the gala's entertainment, ' '
and Symphony Maestro James Yestadt following and signiflicant corporate sponsorship was provided by Valley's Benefit Gaia on Jan. 21. The gala

her winning bid of $6,000 for the chance 10 Cigna Healtheare of Arizona, PETSMART, Inc. and Northern '2iSed more than $35,000 for the
guest conduct the orchestra next season. - Trust Bank of Sun City. non-profit symphony orchestra.
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Conductor. James Yestadt leads a Symphony of the West Valley rehearsal at the Sundome in Sun City West. The upcoming ¢
sure of the Sundome for a year of renovations has stirred concerns about the struggling symphony’s future.

WV Symphony
faces hard times

Venue closure, turnouts are worries

By Ashley Bach
The Arizona Republic

. The Symphony of the West
Valley used to have it easy.
Its audience of Sun Cities
residents was loyal and
strong, and its finances were
solidly in the black.

But the past few years
haven’t been kind. Supporters
are dying, and efforts to
branch out have met with
mixed results. Add to that the
fact that the Sundome, its
home venue, is closing down
for a year, forcing two abbre-
viated seasons and abbreviat-
ed profits.,

But executive director
Richard Shelton thinks he has
quality on his side. His sym-
phony orchestra is full of 85
musicians who he says play

great music with much less
pay and much less time than,
say, the Phoenix Symphony.
Ticket prices are low, the
repertoire is impressive, and
vet the symphony is strug-
gling to stay profitable.

“We do have some chal-
lenges this year,” Shelton
says. “And we're going to
need some help from the
community.”

Help means money and
attention and attendance. But
it's more complicated than
that. People still think of the
orchestra as the Sun Cities
Symphony, which, everyone
will tell you, it now most
surely is not.

It was more than a name
change. Several years ago,
Shelton and the symphony's
board decided it was time to

branch out from its core
audience, the residents of the
Sun Cities. So it began to play
small concerts all over the

West Valley, started an ag-

gressive marketing campaign
and began a much-anticipated
series at Arizona State Uni-
versity West.

But good intentions aren’t
everything. After  three
vears, the ASU West series
can only half-fill a ballroom
that can hold 600. Nobody
really knows why, including
Shelton, who calls the attend-
ance disappointing. He's
hopeful about the last concert
there this year, Saturday’s
100th anniversary celebration
of composer Aaron Copland’s
birth. But the symphony

Timpanis!
Jack Fuct
practices
during a
Symphon
the West '
ley rehea:
at the Sur
dome.

probably won’t play on ¢
pus again until 2002, and «
then likely in one concert.

The Sun Cities cre
hasn't been consistent eit
The symphony still enjoy
decent base for a mid
orchestra, about 1,800 a
cert, but that's down I
more than 2,400 a year {
Part of the problem is
loyalty but mortality, as
audience and donor base,
most entirely seniors, is
ing as Sun Cities’ orig:
residents get older.

The biggest factor, h
ever, is the closure of
Sundome in January for a
vear of renovations.
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forced Shelton to compress
two seasons, this fall and in
early 2002, and attendance
and donations have suffered.
The biggest challenge will
come next year, when the
symphony will be forced to
play small concerts in
churches just to stay active
and visible in the comnmunity,
Sheiton says.

The more distant future
remains complicated as well,
}vith baby boomers arriving
in the Sun Cities to take the
place of the origina! resi-
dents. Boomers who would
rather listen to Rock Around
the Clock than Rachmanino{F,
Attracting themn to the sym-

phony will be integral to the
symphony’s future, Shelton
says, but also a struggle.

- “When I grew up, there
were symphony orchestras
performning all over T'V," sajd
Bob Roberts, assistant princi-
pal trumpeter, who lives in
Sun City. “The feeling now is
that music is one of thgse
extra frills.”

Despite  its problems,
there’s no doubt the Sym-
phony has come far even in
_thq past few years. No longer
Is It made up of a group of
retirees wanting to play for
fun, tike it was in the '60s and
'70s. Now it's made up mostly
of freelance musicians across
the Valley of all ages, even a
few ASU students.

And led by conductor
James Yestadt, the quality of
the music has risen shalzplv.
The syvmphony is generally
considered the second-best in
tl}e Valley, behind the Phge-
nix Symphony, and is among
the best in the state. This can
often come as a surprise to
listeners who've heard their
share of marginal midsize
orchestras,

“The bad ones usually”
stand out, but they're a fine
orchestra,” said Alton Accola
of a Minneapolis-based vgcal
group, Five by Design, which
performs with orchestras all
over the countrv. “We have
no complaints at all.”
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West Valley symphony
prepares _for ‘festival’ year

Variety is key
for 2000-01 season

The Symphony of the West
Valley has  announced  its
200072001  “Festivat  Concert
Season” schedule, which includes a
concert by an Halian pianist, an
orchestral tribute to  Aaron
Copland, a holiday choral program,
two original pops concerts and a
first-ever New Year's Eve concert.

Unlike past seasons where all
concerts were held at the Sundome
Center for Performing Arts and
ASU West, several of next season’s
programs will be held at different
venues.

“In addition to our regular con-
cert series at the Sundome and ASU

West, the symphony plans to do

something a bit different during the
Festival Concert Season by taking
the music out of the building and
into the community beginning
January 2001," says Richard
Shelton, executive director.

The orchestra will perform a
series of family concerts and cham-
ber programis at venues throughout
the Valley. Exact dates, times and
locations have yet to be announced.

The symphony kicks off the sea-
son Sept. 10 with a pops concert
featuring the St. Paul, Minn.-based
vocal quintet Five by Design.
“Club Swing” takes audience mem-
bers back to the 1930s and Club
Swing, the legendary New York
night club.

Other performers include:

+ Violinist Benny Kim is the
symphony’s guest artist on Sept,
24, Mr. Kim has performed on five
continents and in 20 countries.

» Susan Greer, homn, and Paula
Marie Provo-Martinez, harp, per-
forms a classical program on Oct.

The Symphony ol the West
Valley has received four endow-
ments totaling $100,000, the
largest endowment gifi at any
one time in the symphony’s his-
tory.

The principal endowments
will become accessible begin-
ning with the symphony’s
upcoming 2000-2001 concert
season and will provide a strong
financial foundation on which
the symphony can build future
programs, :

The four endowments camne
from four individuals:

» Lois Michael of Sun City
West. who made two endow-
ments of $25.000 each, one for
the symphouy’s principal trum-
pet chair and the other for
principal bass.

+ Noel and Jayne Willis of Sun
City West, $25,000 for the prin-
cipal tflute chair.

Symphony orchestra receives
endowments totalling $100,000

+ An anonymous Sun City
West donor endowed the princi-
pal horn chair for $25.000.

“In the symphony’s 32-year
history. we've had only [live
principal chairs endowed and
this year along. thanks to the
generosily of these individuals,
we're able to endow four
chairs.” says Richard Shelton,
executive director of the Sun
Cities Symphony of the West
Valley.

Ms. Michaet says her love for
music was the reason for her
gift.

“l thought about making a
substantial donation to the sym-
phony for a long time because
I’ve always loved music; it's
been such a big part of my life
and that of my family.

“ 1 hope my donation will
inspire others 1o do the same,”
adds Ms. Michael.

8.

» Pianist Fabio Bidin performs
Qct. 22.

« Cellist Mark Kosower per-
forms with the symphony on Nov.
5.

+ The symphony presents and
original orchestral program Nov.
19 that pays tribute to American
composer Aaron Copland.

« The annual holiday concert

will be Dec. 10 and features sopra-
no Julie Newell and the Glendale
Union High School District
Festival Choir.

» The symphony presents its first
New Year's Eve concert Dec. 31.
Guest artist includes Banu Gibson
and the New Orleans Hot Jazz.

All Sundome concerts begin at 3
p-m. Tickets are 315, $20 and $25,
Call 975-1900.
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New name reflects
symphony’s growth

“West Valley’

label replaces
“Sun Cities’

By Kenneth LaFave
The Arizona Repubiic

s it the Symphony of the West Valley or
Ithe Sun Cities Symphony Orchestra?

Is the concert it plans for Sunday a
classics concert or a holiday event?

The answer to both questions is: Yes.
The orchestra formerly known as the Sun
Cities Symphony still answers to that name,
which remains its legal monicker. Yet
“Symphony of the West Valiey” is what
you’ll see in print and on posters.

The new name, which sneaked in about
three years ago, reflects the orchestra’s
changing identity in the growing West Val-
ley. ’

“The West Valley is growing at an un-

IF YOU GO

Operatic and Holiday
Favorites

WHAT: The Symphony of the
West Valley, with soprano Andrea
Matthews and the Arizona
Masterworks Chorale.

WHEN: 3 p.m. Sunday.

WHERE: The Sundome, 19403
R.H. lohnson Blvd., Sun City West,
ADMISSION: $15 to $25. Call
(623) 975-1900.

precedented rate, and since we are the only
symphony in the West Valley, our idea was
to reflect the simultaneous growth of both,”
says Richard Shelton, the orchestra’s execu-
tive director.

As for this weekend’s concert, it’s a hy-
brid of classical voice concert and holiday
celebration, a unique program fit for a
unique organization.

Call it classical, because soprano Andrea
Matthews is singing selections from Puc-
cini and Verdi. Call it holiday music, be-
cause Marthews and the Arizona

Masterworks Chorale and the Sun Cities
Symphonic Choir will sing Away in a Man-
ger, Silent Night, Festive Songs of Hanuk-
kak and other seasonal fare.

The Symphony of the West Valley began
32 years ago as the Sun City Symphony.
There was only one Sun City then -— Sun
City West was added later — and the con-
cept behind the orchestra was that of a re-
tirement band. Letters went out to
orchestras around the country urging its
senior players to consider retirement in Sun
City, where they could continue to play in
an orchestra.

That tradition continues today, with 10
out of 90 members of the orchestra hailing
from such great organizations as the St.
Louis Symphony and the San Francisco
Opera. In addition, however, the orchestra
has lately grown in its number of local, ac-
tive professionals.

A commitment to professional-level
playing by music director James Yestadt
has lately lifted the orchestra, in many peo-
ple’s minds, from community level to
something approaching big-city.

“Artistically, we're much better than
three years ago,” Shelton says. “In the last
couple of days, a gentleman cailed who

said he had attended the symphony five
years ago and came back recently for the
first time. He said he was amazed at the
difference.” '

Shelton points to the increase in budget
from 1992 to 1999 — up 135 percent, to
$737.000 from $314,000 — as a major fac-
tor in the orchestra’s growth and improve-
ment.

“Increased financial support translates
into our ability to attract and retain a higher
caliber of musician. Another important fac-
tor is the professionalism and musical con-
sistency of Maestro Yestadt.”

About 90 percent of the orchestra’s audi-
ence still comes from the Sun Cities and
nearby Surprise, Shelton says. But inroads
are being made into Glendale and Peoria.
And that’s not all.

“We've just completed our first five-year.
strategic planning session,” Shelton says,
“and we’re looking to expand into Sedona,
Wickenburg and other outlying areas.”

Can the name “Arizona Symphony Or-
chestra” be far behind?

Kenneth LaFave can be reached at
ken.lafave@arizonarepublic.com or at (602) 444-
8927,




Sun Cities Symphony ¢

sets campaign goal <

By BRUCE ELLISON
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Officials of the Sun Cities Sym-
hony of the West Valley have set a
5200,000 fund-raising campaign goal
for this year, just $6,000 more than
the orchestra raised last year.

“That shouldn’t be a problem at
all.” said Ken Meade, honorary chair-
man of the campaign and a Sun City
West resident. “Just dig a little bit
deeper.” '

Meade kicked off the effort at a
fund-raising reception Tuesday night
at Palmbrook Country Club, banding
his personal check for $5,000 to sym-
phony president Maryanne Leyshon.

Unlike many of the nation’s orches-
tras, the Sun Cities Symphony, now
in its 32nd season, has never oper-
ated at a deficit.

The 1998-99 campaign goal was
$180,000, but contributions, which
included a $50,000 matching grant,
reached $194,000, said Rich Shelton,
symphony executive director.

In- 1988, after the first season
under music director and conductor
James Yestadt, the symphony oper-
ated on a budget of $219,000. “Today,
that's $670,000, or about a 200 per-
cent increase,” Shelton said.

In tbat time, the symphony’s total
contribulions rose by just about the
same percentage, he said, with the
total at $282,000, of which last year
$147,000 came from individuals.

Shelton noted that the only nega--

tive in the financial picture is that

season ticket sales in that 12-year
period dropped by 100 tickets.

“We have to replace those who sup-
port us regularly,” he said in urging
about 60 friends of the orchestra to
acquaint their friends and relatives
with the symphony.

Meade called the orchestra “a rec-
ognized cultural asset” to the West
Valley and to the entire Phoenix area.

“What we offer to residents in the
Sun Cities, including Sun City Grand,
isn't just retirement, recreation cen-
ters and golf courses. There is time for
music, too,” he said, adding, as he
handed his check to Leyshon. “I'd like
to start this off right now.”

Don Pritchett, a former board mem-
ber at the Recreation Centers of Sun
City who heads the formal fund-
raising effort, said that in his previous
work with Emerson Electric Co. in St.
Louis, “they made sure we never had
a negative attitude. They made us rec-
ognize that ‘there is no mountain you
can’t go up.’

“Without the symphony, this area
would not be as pleasant or as well off
(culturally) as it is,” Pritchett said, as
he urged continued support in the
fund-ratsing effort.

Among upcoming events is the sym-
phony’s Sounds of Autumn benefit
gala, planned for Nov. 156 at Union
Hills Country Club. The event fea-

- tures entertainment by Banjomania,

dinner and a silent auction. For reser-
vations, call the symphony office at
972-4484. :
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Daily News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. Friday, Aug. 27, 1999

Local Realtor aids symphony

DAILY NEWS-SUN

The Sun Cities Symphony of the
West Valley scored an administrative
victory this month by enlisting the
considerable fund-raising abilities of
prominent local Realtor Ken Meade.

“Ken is our honorary chairman for
the Symphony’s annual fund cam-
paign,” said Rich Shelton, the Sym-
phony's executive director. “That posi-
tion is very important to the life of
the Symphony, and we know Ken will
do a great job for us.

“Ken has been an institution in the
Sun City area for many years and
we're very pleased to havé him as a
friend of the Symphony,” Shelton con-
tinued. “Ken Meade Realty has sup-
ported the Symphony for a number of
years and has been a visible and gen-
erous contributor and supporter.”

Meade was invited to take the hon-
orary post by Daily News-Sun Editor
Maryanne Leyshon, who heads the
Symphony’s Board of Trustees.

Don Pritchett heads the Sympho-
ny's development committee, which
oversees fund raising. He is vice presi-
dent of the Symphony board.

Meade will back the organization
through June 2000.

“This community has been very,
very good to Ken Meade and Ken
Meade Realty,” Meade said, adding

Steve Chernek/Caily News-Sun

Ken Meade! a real estate agent with several offices in the Northwest Valley,
will assist the Symphony of the West Valley with its fund-raising efforts.

that his philosophy is to “put some-
thing back” into the community.
“That's a feeling that comes from
inside,” he said.
Meade said he is happy to help the

Symphony even if he can’t quite tell
his Bach from Beethoven or his
Mabhler from his Mendelssohn.

“I'm more Louis Armstrong or

Woody Herman,” he said, Fhuckiing. o
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Symphony on target to reach 1999 goals

The Sun Cities Symphony of the
West Valley moved another step
closer this week to reaching its
annual fund campaign goal of
$180,000 thanks to an early
$50,000 matching grant and a
recent $10,000 matching grant
from two anonymous donors.

The initial $50,000 matching
grant has been matched in its
entirety. With a little over $4,000 of
the latest grant matched as of last
week, the symphony hit the
$127,180 mark.

Symphony officials are opti-
mistic that the momentum is build-
ing and friends of the symphony
from throughout the west Valley

such as rental of the Sundome,
advertising and administrative
costs.

The other 50 percent of revenue
is denved from ticket sales.

While the symphony still needs
nearly $53,000 more to reach its
goal, the organization’s executive
director stresses that the long-term
solution to dependency entirely on
the annual fund drive is to build the
symphony’s Endowment Fund.

“We hope that more and more of
our friends will name the sympho-
ny in their wills and trusts, and
consider making substantial gifts to
the Endowment Fund as gifts that
perpetuate this cultural treasure

b THENN R OETRN

Your Giving
Makes Music...

~ are rallying behind its “Support  they have so enjoyed over the years 4 S\l ‘\1 PHON _
Our Symphony™ campaigned. here in the Sun Cities,” says ‘I ’f‘*r'\\?l"Q' . \ * : : )
Contributions to the campaign  Richard Shelton, executive direc- c - 1 ST AALK | e
fund nearly 50 percent of the sym- tor. Elizabeth Reeve-Calley, vice president of Northern Trust Bank in Sun City

phony’s annual expenses, including . Call 972-4484 for additional and co-chair of the symphony's annual fund campaign, gtadly joines

musicians and conductor salaries, information or to donate to the Richard Shelton, symphony executive director, as the two change the sign
guest artist fees, production costs  symphony. that denotes the amount of contributions to this year's symphony fund drive.
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Symphony contributor is named
'Honorary Trustee' -

By Marie Scotti
Helene Gumina, a Sun City
resident since 1976, was named
an honorary trustee of the Sun
Cities Symphony Orchestra As-
sociation at its Dec. 20 concert,
held at the Sundome Center for
the Performing Arts. She re-
ceived a framed certificate and a
pendant from Symphony Asso- .
ciation Pres. Joe Schoggen. "I'm lene Gumnina has been a very spe-
overwhelmed," Gumina said as cialfriend to the Sun Citles Symphony
she acoepted the award. of the West Valley since 1976. She
Gumina and her husband The. a8 recently proclaimeaan Honorary
odore, who was in the stock bro- Trustee” of the Association.
kerage business and is now de- In 1996 Helen endowed the
ceased, have been regular con-  Conductor’s podium of the Sym-
tributors of large sums to support  phony by establishing a Charita-
the orchestra. ble Remainder Trust in the
“Since the orchestra was amount of $100,000. She spon-
founded 31 years ago, the bylaws  sored concerts for three years.
have said, that only the original ~ In 1998, Helen contributed a
directors would become honorary ~ $10,000 matching grant to the
trustees,” Schoggen told the audi-  Symphony's Annual Fund Cam-
ence of more than 3,000, "No  paign and $5,000 to underwrite,
one has since been so designated,  in part, the entertainment for the
but once in a great while the con-  Symphony's fund-raising gala.
tributions of an individual are so Helene is a member of the
significant that something extrais ~ Stradivarius Society and Golden
needed to recognize them." Baton Circle for her generous
The bylaws have been changed ~ support of the Symphony.
noted Schoggen, to allow the Helen says, "I learned all about
Board to honor Gumina whom this classical music after Ted and
. he called "a very exceptional 1 moved here and | guess I just
person and a true friend of the  keep going at it.” The Symphony
Symphony.” of the West Valley Proclamation
Tn 1988, Helene and her hus-  read: "Helene's indomitable zest
band endowed the Associate for life and quintessential spirit
Concertmaster Chair of the Sun  have forever endeared her to the
Cities Symphony of the West  Symphony, its Board of Direc-
Valley in honor of their friend tors and management.” She did
Ted Dziubek, by contributing  serve as a member of the Board
$25,000 to the Symphony's En-  of Trustees of the Symphony
" dowment Fund. from 1994 to 1997.

o
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Conductor founded
symphony on impulse

Sun City is the only retirement

community in the nation with its own

symphony orchestra.

The Sun City
Symphony was or-
ganized by Jennings
Butterfield in 1968.

Early in that year,
while living on Cape
Cod, Mass., the But-
terfields listened to
Barry Goldwater on
television extolling

‘the virtues of his

0f

MEMO
L AN

RY
E

Arizona, and he
mentioned a place called Sun City.

The next morning, Butterfieid
called the Phoenix Chamber of
Commerce and learned that Sun City
did not have a symphony orchestra,
The Butterfields decided to move to
Sun City,

Ed Comins of First Interstate Bank
of Arizona directed Butterfield to

In 1970, the symphony decided to

Jerry Svendsen, public relations di-
rector for the Del Webb Develop-
ment Co. In May 1968, Svendsen ar-
ranged a meeting in the home of
Major and Mrs. J.C. Fitzpatrick Mrs.
Fitzpatrick had worked with Louis
Kerr of the Kerr Music Center in
Scottsdale, and Lonijse Kerr was an
old friend of the Butterfields. A
symphony board was organized with
Clyde Wells as the first chairman.
After countless hours and miles of
travel, Jennings Butterfield managed

-to recruit an orchestra with Players

from all over the Valley as well as
from the Flagstaff Festival. Music-
ians from Luke Air Force Base, mu-
sic students from Arizona State Uni-
versity and members of the Phoenix
Symphony augmented local vol-
unteers.

The first concert was given Nov,
24, 1968, in Mountain View Recrea-
tion Center Auditorium with a 65-

piece orchestra.

“Best of all, it was a sellout,” But-
terfield recalled, “because knowl-
edgeable people on the board such
as Lois Holler, who had extensive
experience with Columbia Artists
community Concerts, made it work!”

The concerts were held in Moun-
tain View Auditorium until the Sun-
dial Recreation Center Auditorium
was completed. Later concerts were
held in the Sundome Center for the
Performing Arts, Sun City West, to
accommodate the ever-growing
audiences,

At the time of the early concertp
Clyde Wells recaljed having to bor-~
row a truck from Mehagian’s TV
Center to transport drums from Luke
Air Force Base, and for one concert
he brought a performer's entire
family so the wife would let her
husband play!

Jennings Butterfield died in Janu-

ary 1982. Dr. Bernard Good man, who
had recently moved to Sun City, be-
came the new director. Goodman
had been resident conductor of the
University of Illinois Symphony as
well as the Champaign-Urbana
Symphony. He then re51gned.tp ac-
cept an invitation from a nationally
known musical group.

e Symphony then engaged Dr.
Elrlrglclene);. Eombardi in 1983. He was
professor of music and copductor of
the Arizona State University Sym-
phony Orchestra as well as the
monthly “Pops” Concerts at the
Phoenix Symphony Hall.

In 1988, James Yestadt became the
conductor and continues to hold that
position. .

This Down Memory Lane column is
drawn from the files of the Sun
Cities Area Historical Society.

scholarships to promising
zrin‘t'lasl;g students from Arizqna schools,
and in 1978 the scholarships were
expanded into the Buttc_arﬁeld Qom—
petition for Young Musical Artists.
Thousands of dollars were awarded
and the winner each year performed
as guest artist of the symphony at
one of their concerts.

Over the years, there have been
renowned guest artists — Jan
Peerce, Roberta Peters, Eugene
Fudor, Earle Wilde, Leona'rd Rose,
Anna Maria Alberghetti, Rlchal_"d
Stoltzman, Stephanie Chase, Micha
Dichter and Dallas Brass, to name a

few.

One evening, Don Tuffs, then
manager of the 7,000-seat S}mdome,
announced to a near-capacity crowd
that we had the largest symphony
audience in the world!
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Symphony Now 30 Years 010,
But Not Resting On 1is Laurels

by Dick Kemp

Music has charms to soothe a
savage beast, to soften rocks, or
bend a knotted oak.

% Filliam Congreve, who
X}; _/ penned those words in

Y % 1697, would have been
aghast at what often passes for
music today.

He would be delighted with
the Symphony of the West
Valley. however. It produces
music that is pleasing and
affordable - music that begs to
be sampled by anyone who has
considered, but never attended, a
symphony production.

Not that the group plays to
empty seats. The average
Sundome audience of 3.500 15
the largest average indoor aften-

dance of any symphony
orchestra in the United States.

On its 30th anniversary, the
group and its backers — guided
by a 27-member association —
intend to increase that average
with a variety of fund-raising
endeavors.

A rich history

The Sun City Symphony was
founded and directed by
Jennings Butterfield, invited to
the Valley of the Sun by a friend
who hoped to align him with the
Phoenix Symphony. Instead, the
Butterfields moved to Sun City.

The first concert, December
15, 1968, was attended in (now)
Mountain View Auditorium by
nearly 1.000 residents.

Performers included Sun City
volunteers and paid "imports”
from Luke Air Force Base. the
Glendale Orchestra. the
Flagstaff Symphony and the
Phoenix Chamber Group.

The late Jennings Buttertield
led the symphony through 1981
He was followed by Bernard
Goodman, for one season. and
Eugene Lombardi. from }983-
87. James Yestadt assumed
direction in 1988.

The group became the Sun
Cities Symphony, and in 1996
renamed itselt the Svmphony of
the West Valley to indicate s
outreach — including. this C\’
season. three concerts in
Glendale’s Cactus High School.




Annual fund-raising

Ticket sales produce 57
percent of the income needed to
sustain the symphony.

An annual fund-raising
program, now in progress,
produces by far the next largest
income block — 28 percent.

These include such events as
car raffles, direct mail, an
annual ball, business partner-
ships involving five levels of
gifts and benefits, and indi-
vidual gifts encompassing seven
levels.

The non-profit symphony also
suggests consideration of
endowments and charitable
trusts. Funds are currently
mounting to meet an anonymous
$50,000 matching grant —
largest to date.

The Symphony Guild

The 335-member Symphony
Guild is integral to the group’s
success, donating at least 1,000
hours of volunteer work last
season. Various fund-raisers
netted $14,100.

Current president Elsie
Sterrenberg says the guild 1s
planning three important spring
events:

* March 26: A mixed-four-
some scramble golf contest —
“Swing With The Maestro” — at
Desert Springs in Sun City
Grand.

» April 8: A tea at Palmbrook
Country Club in Sun City, with
Stacy Momeyer — Miss Arizona
and third runner-up Miss
America — as guest speaker.

* May 1-8: Disney Magic,
land/sea adventure based in
Florida.

Maestro James Yestadt

For 10 of its 30 years, the
symphony has been led by
James Yestadt (pronounced “yes
dot™).

The international talent that

Sun Life

performs with the
symphony is a
source of pride to
the maestro (and a
tribute to the group’s
stature among its
peers). In addition to
reaching out to the
West Valley — a
program which
includes rewarded
competition among
area youth, and free
concert tickets for
needy children — the
director has been
adding 20th-century
music to his selections.

Off-season, he works on
symphony administrative
programs, walks and golfs, and
accepts about a dozen speaking
engagements.

A standing joke among the
director and colleagues is that
his regular push-ups routine is
to sustain the arm strength

PLAYING LEADERSHIP ROLES with the
Sun Cities Symphony Orchestra Association
are, from left, Executive Director Rich Shelton,
Orchestra Maestro James Yestadt and President
Joe Schoggen.

required to wave his baton so
vigorously.

For information on tickets, the
Symphony Association or
Symphony Guild, call 972-4484.
Single ticket sales are §12, 316
and 820, plus a $§1 Sundome
surcharge. (Purchased as a
series, cost is about 30% less.)

e
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Symphony fundraisers set $200,000 as 1993 goal

Chrysler convertible raffle, couple's challenge grant to help meet mark

By Marie Scotti

The Sun Cities Symphony of
the West Valley sponsored a
Fund Raiser Kickoff Reception
recently at the Metropolitan Club
in Sun City. The Symphony
Board of Trustees, members of

the 1997 Annual Fund Raiser -

committee and guests were in
attendance. Music was provided
by Symphony Orchestra princi-

- pal harpist Paula Provo.

Joe Schoggen, president Sun
Cities Symphony Orchestra As-
sociation welcomed the guests.
Each season the Sun Cities Sym-
phony Orchestra Association
conducts an Annul Fund Cam-

paign to bridge the "gap” of op-

erating deficit between the costs
associated with operating the
orchestra and revenue generated

by season and single ticket sales.  goal of $165,000 has been in-

Elizabeth Reeve-Calley, 1997-
98 Annual Fund Campaign
~ Chair, reported the campaign

Shown at the Sun

Cities Symphony
Fund-Raiser Cam-
paign are {from L)
Richard Shelon,
executive director,

pheony Orchestra
Assoc.; Elizabeth
Reeve-Lalley,
1997 Annual Fund
Campaign Chair,

Annuai Fund

Sun Cities Sym-

and Joe Davisson,

creased to $200,000. Donors to
the symphony's campaign can
help meet a $50,000 challenge
grant provided by a Sun City
couple who prefer to remain
anonymous. The couple will
match $50,000 in donations.

Calley said, "More than
$90,000 has been raised to date,
assuming the anonymous grait is
matched. The campaign ends
April 15, 1998."

Among other fund-raising op-
tions is the raffle of a 1998
Chrysler Sebring Convertible
with just 500 tickets offered at

R

" SYMPHONY: Set $200,000 goal, from Page 81

$100 each, reported Joe

 Davisson, Annual Fund Cam-:
paign Co-Chair. Call 9724484
- for tickets.

The Sun Cities Symphony of
the West Valley is one of Arizo-
na's top professional orchestras. It
consists of over 90 professional
musicians from throughout the
Valley of the Sun, approximately
10 percent of which are profes-
sional musicians from major or-
chestras around the country who
are now retired and living in the
Sun Cities.

Each season, the Symphony

Campaign Co-
Chair.

f

--------------------

presents a series of concerts for
the residents of the West Valley
that includes both classical and
popular repertoire. Concerts are
offered at The Sundome Center
for the Performing Arts in Sun
City West on Sunday afternoons
throughout the season. As part of
the Symphony's community out-
reach mission, a second series of
three repeat concerts is offered in
Glendale on Monday evenings.

For more information contact
The Sun Cities Symphony office
at 972-4484. Donations are tax
deductible.

See SYMPHONY, Page B3
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Conductor reaches out to younger audience
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By CHRIS RASMUSSEN
Independent Newspapers

Once thought of as Sun Cities’
orchestra, one west Valley musical
group is hoping to stay in tune with
the rest of the community.

The Sun Cities Symphony of the -
West Valley is moving into new ter- .

ritory later this month with a series
of three concerts in Glendale. ‘
‘The symphony is celebrating its
30th anniversary in the Sun Cities.
Its conductor, James Yestadt, said
he hopes these concerts will bring
children as well as adults into the
classical music spectrum. _
. ]
29
After our concerts, the kids
will come up and ask about
our instruments, like a
French horn. Many had
never heard a French horn
before, but they were very
interested in it.

— James Yestadt
Sun Cities Symphony of
the West Valley

"“Most pcople perceive us as a
group of lircd, old men and women,
which is not the case,” he said,

“This is a professional orchestra
with members from all over the
Valley. Our ages range from gradu-
ate students in their 20s to retired
people in their mid-60s,” he said.

The concerts, which will take
place at the Cactus High School
auditortum, begin on Oct. 20 with

“Rachmaninof{’s Piano Coricerto -

No. 2.” French pianist Jean-Philippe
Collard wiil be the guest musician.
The second concert will {gature

“Mozart’s “Concerto for Flute and

Harp™ on Nov. 24. Internationally -

s
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SUN CITIES SYMPHONY
OF THE WEST VALLEY

Preparing for a new audience

Conductor James Yestadt will lead the Sun Cities Symphony of the
West Valley in three Glendale concerts aimed at children and adults.
Mr. Yestadt has been conductor of the symphony for the past decade.

acclaimed  flutist Eugenia
Zuckerman and harpist Yolanda
Kondonassis will be the guest
artists. ' :

The final concert will showcase

Yestadt, who has led the symphony
for 10 years.
“There’s no other classical music
outlet in the west Valley,” he said.
The symphony has playcd for

- the talents of cellist Sharon. "local schools in the past. Mr.

Robinson during the “Saint-Saens’
Celto Concerto No. 1” on Feb. 2.
+ All concerts begin at § p.m.

“We feel this is a great opportuni-
ty for.some people out there who
haven’t been exposed to classical
music, It is an exi)erimem (going to  tric guitar,” he said. .
other areas), we don't know if it is “After our concerts, the kids wilt
going to work or:.pot,” said Mr.. come up and ask about our instru-

Yesdadt now hopes to draw a new,
younger crowd during. the Glendale
concerts,

- ""We want to let the students and
younger kids know there is some-
thing out there other than the clec-
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Former conductor j joins Sun Cities Symphony

By BRUCE ELLISON
Staff writer

Richard A Shelton, 47, a retired
conductor of several Air Force
bands, and current personnel man-
ager at the Naples (Fla.) Phil-
harmonic, has been named executive
director of the Sun Cities Symphony
Orchestra.

Shelton succeeds Carlos Wilson of
Sun City West in that post. Wilson
had agreed to serve only a few years
when hired six years ago.

Shelton will take over his new post -

Aug. 1. He said in a telephone inter-
view that he has started house-
hunting in the Valley, looking in-
itially at the Arrowhead Ranch area
of Glendale.

‘He is no stranger to Arizona, hav-
ing graduated from the University of
Arizona with a bachelor’s degree in
music. He also played with the Air
Force Band in Phoenix and Sun City
in 1995, just before he retired from a
24-year Air Force career.

“My last tour with the Air Force
band was in 1995 when we played in

downtown Phoenix for a convention
of Women in the Air Force,” and in
Sun City at the Sun Bowl that Oec-
tober, he said.

While in the Air Force, he served
as conductor of a number of Air
Force bands. He has performed for
such dignitaries as President Reagan
and Pope John Paul II, and for
audiences in Bosnia.

He said *‘the opportunity to ad-
ministratively lead a professional
musical arganization such as the Sun

Cities Symphony Orchestra is a rare-

one, one that offers both opportunity
and challenge.

“1 have always been one to go after
the challenge,” he said.

Shelton said his former conducting
duties may give him a chance for
greater rapport with the symphony’s
current conductor and music direc-
tor, James Yestadt, “because I have
been a conductor and can more
easily relate to some of the things he
may bring to me as the symphony’s
executive director.”

Among the things Yestadt and
Wilson often did together is develop

Submitted phoiz

Shelton
the program for the following season,
which involves both artistic and lo-
gistical details and contracts.
The executive director also han-
dles such details as public relations,
volunteer coordination, financial

management, personnel and such
details as the printing of programs
for symphony performances. He runs
the office.

Shelton sald among the things he
will have to tackle is the problem of
maintaining an audience base. “How
do you get the next generation in-
terested in fine ciassical music?” is a
problem common to many orches-
tras, he said.

“In the case of the Sun Cities
Symphony, the board and officials
already have recognized the need for

more broad support,” both in the age .

of the "audience, and in terms of
financial and other means, Shelton
said.

“The move to.three performances
in Glendale in the upcoming season
is one way to address those con-
cerns,” he said. It brings a younger
audience, and somewhat broadens
the orchestra, which wishes to be
known as *“The Symphony of the
West Valley,” and not just a cultural
resource for the retirement commu-
nity of the Sun Cities area.

“I'm not a senior citizen,” Shelton

said, “so maybe I will be a younger
voice that plays a role in seeking
that more broad support and the
move to a more regional — and not
local — orchestra.”

Shelton joined the Naples Phil-
harmonic in December 1395 after he
left the Air Force with the rank of
lieutenant colonel. He was, at re-
tirement, the senior ranking officer
in the Air Force's band program.

"He also holds an unprecedented
seven Air Force Meritarious Service
medals.

Born in Alamogordo, N.M., in 1949,
he took an undergraduate music de-
gree from the University of Arizona,
and a master of music educatlon
from Auburn University.

While in the Air Force, Shelton
commanded and conducted several
Air Force bands, primarily in the
East, but also at Clark Air Base in
the Philippines. He has produced
and conducted for nationally tele-
vised musical programs in the Phil-
ippines and Taiwan, and pre-game
and half-time shows for the Garden
State Bowl Games.
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( Sun Cities Symphony of the West Valley)

Symphony appoints
executive director

Former Air Force
music commander
named to fill post

The Sun Cities Symphony of the

- West Valley has appointed a for-

mer Air Force music commander
as its new executive director.

Richard Shelton of Naples, Fla.
has.been selected to replace Carlos
Wilson, the symphony'’s first exec-
utive director who is now retiring
after six years at the post.

Mr. Shelton presently is with the
Naples Philharmonic Orchestra.
Born in Alamogordo, N.M., he
holds a bachelor’s degree in music
from the University of Arizona and
a master's degree in education
from Auburn University.

He served for 25 years in the
United States Air Force as com-
mander and director of various
music commands throughout the
United States and in the Far East.
Mr. Shelton is the recipient of
seven Air Force Meritorious
Service Medals, the Air Force
Commendation Medal, three Air
Force Qutstanding Unit Citations
and the National Defense Medal
with bronze star.

In 1992 he received the John
Philip Sousa Foundation's Citation

" for Musical Excellence for

Military Concert Bands and
Conductors. ;
Mr. Shelton has produced and

conducied four nationally televised.

musical productions in Manila,
Philippines and Taiwan, as well as
televised pre-game and half-time
shows for- the Garden State Bowl
Games ‘at the Meadowlands
Stadium.

In 1987, Mr. Shelton was select-

ed to command the Air Force Band ..

of Flight at Wright-Patterson Ais

Richard Shelton of Naples, Fla.
will be taking over as executive
director of the Sun Cities
Symphony of the West Valley.

Force Base in Dayton, Ohio. In
the nearly eight years he held the
position, he commanded over
4,300 live performances before
audiences totaling more than 13
million in over 600 citics, 13
states and Canada.

Mr. Shelton has also produced
10 compact discs and commis-
sioned over 14 major works for
various ensembies. He was
selected by the United States
Jaycees as one of the
“QOutstanding Young Men in
America” in 1983.




S ymphonky,
Webb unite
for concerts

tary school childrep,
The

fifth- and sixth
in the Dysar
‘Schaol District.

for Del Webb in Sun City West,

get children more interested in
Playing instruments and having
a greater appreciation for music
in genera,

To that end, Luke, Surprise,
El Mirage angd Kingswood ele-
- mentary schools wil) receive

three programs relating to a dif-

ferent instrumenta) groups,

Those musical familjes rep-
resented .from the orchestra

include astring quartet,
woodwind

quintet. . :

Carlos Wilson, eXecutive
director of the association, says -
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Webb to present something
“both fun and educatijonal,

Each performance wij) fea-
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instruments and performanpes.
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qQuintet and a bragg

The Sun Citjes Symphdﬁy
Orchestra Association js team- .
ing up will the Del Webb Corp. -
lo present a serjes of concerts
and lectures for local elemen-

“Concert For Kids™ -
series is designed to present an
e€nsemble muysijc piece along
with an education lecture for
-grade students
t Elementary

John Waldron, manager of
public and community relations

says the program is designed'to
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Orchestra widens

base of support
Aims to include West Valley

By Juila Jones
Special to Community

SUN CITY WEST — When
pianist Joseph Kalichstein plays a
return engagement with the Sun
Cities

tra at 3 p.m
Feb. 26 at the i
Sundome Cen- §
ter for the Per-
forming Arts,
there'll be
something new
on the program,

dust below
the line that
reads “Sun Cities Symphony Or-
chestra,” there’ll be a new nota-
tion, *“The Symphony of the West
Valley.”

It’s the same symphony, but one
that wants you to know it'’s there
for all the West Valley, said
Carlson Wilson, executive director
of the orchestra.

“When the Sun Cities Sym-
phony Orchestra was organized 27
years ago, it was primarily a
volunteer orchestra. The intent
was to provide a performance
platform for retired musicians,”
Wilson said.

But over the years, he contin-
ued, the orchestra’s standards

S KALICHSTEIN

have improved. Sixty percent of .

the musicians now are recruited
from across the Valley. The other
40 percent remain volunteers, but
they all must pass stringent audi-
tions.

The addition of that single line
of print is a subtle way of letting
people know that the organization
is broadening its subscriber base.

"We're really a West Valley
musical resource. We’re here for
residents of Peoria, Litchfield Park
and Westbrook Village, too,” he
said.

There’s a popular but misguided
notion among some potential pa-
trons that facilities in the Sun
Cities are open only to residents.

“That’s not the case,” he said. .

Eventually, the symphony hopes
to become more mobile. The gov-
erning broad 'is discussing the
possibility of performing at various
school sites.

At the same time, he said, some
school leaders have endorsed the
idea of special Sundome perform-
ances for students.

There’s also the newly formed
Sun Cities Symphony Woodwind

“When the Sun
Cities Symphony
Orchestra was
organized 27 years
ago, it was primarily
a volunteer
orchestra. The
intent was to
provide a
performance
platform for retired

musicians.”

Carlson Wilson
Executive director
Sun Cities Orchestra

Quintet, which has performed in
Litchfield Park and Peoria. Wilson
thinks that schedule will expand,
too, as funds become available.

In the meantime, support for
the Sun Cities Symphony Orches-
tra continues packing the massive
Sundome for its regular series of
six classical concerts.

For the Feb. 26 concert, music

director and conductor James Yes-
tadt and the orchestra will open
with Schubert’s Symphony No. 8
in B minor (the *“Unfinished”),
followed by the Suite No, 2 from
the ballet “"Daphnis and Chloe” by
Ravel.
After intermission, Kalichstein
and the orchestra™ will perform
Brahms’' Piano Concerto in D
minor, Op. 15.

Born in Tel Aviv, Israel, Kal-
ichstein attended New York’s Juil-
liard School of Music, and was
launched into an international
career by winning first prize in the
Leventritt International Piano
Competition. .

He has performed with the
Chicago, London, Boston and Vi-
enna Symphony Orchestras, the
Cleveland Orchestra and the Ber-
lin, New York, Los Angeles and
Israel Philharmonic - Orchestras.
He has recorded for Nimbus, RCA
Red Seal, Vanguard and Erato
Records.

Tickets, at $12 to $20, are
available from the Sundome Box
Office at 19403 R.H. Johnson
Blvd., or by phone at 975-1900 or
from any Dillard’s ticket outlet.
For more information, call the
symphony office at 972-4484.
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Jennings Butterfield organized the Sun Cities Symphony in 1968 and
served as its first conductor. -

roud tradition

Conductor’s dream came true

The Sun Cities Syvmphony’s roots
can be traced back 25 vears to Jen-
nings Butterfield’s dream of a retire-
ment-community symphony orchestra.

Butterfield, who died in 1982, was a
retived music teacher and orchestra
conductor brought to Sun City by Del
Webb Corp. for the purpose of assem-
bling such a group.

The conductdr advertised in local
newspapers and combed Valley college
music departments in his search for
musicians, turning to Luke Air Force
Base for brass and percussion in-
strumentalists. The symphony's first
concert, featuring 65 musicians was
Nov. 24, 1968 in Mountain View
Auditorium.

Later, the group moved to Sundial
Auditorium and in the fall of 1980, to
the Sundome Center for the Per-
forming Arts in Sun City West. Yearly
season subscription sales now stand at
3,000.

Lois Holler was ticket chairman for
the first-year. concerts, selling 600
subscriptions. She is “thrilled to have
been a part of helping organize that
{irst year,” she said.

“We've come so [ar,” she said. “I
was watching a special on the New
York Philharmonic’s history the other
day, and it mentioned they're cele-
brating their 150th anniversary. At
their first concert, they had 600 people
in the audience.

“1t was kind of amusing that we had

‘We've come so far. |
was watching a special on
the New York
Philharmonic’s history the
other day, and it mentioned
they're celebrating their
150th anniversary ... think
how far we can go in 125
years.’

Lois Holler
ticket chairman

that same number cur first yvear and
now we're having our silver annivers-
ary — think how far we can go in 125
years.”

Other Sun Cities Symphony facts:

B Following Butterfield's death,
conductors were, in order, Bernard
Goodman, Dr. Eugene Lombardi and
James Yestadt, who is in his fifth year ——
at the helm.

B Guest artists over the years have
included diverse musical talents, from
Shirley Jones and Gordon MacRae to
Ferrante and Teicher, clarinetist
Richard Stoltzman and opera legend
Jerome Hines.

B The symphony association opened
permanent offices in 1980 in the Bell
Plaza Professional Building.
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lines up entertainment

~8UN CITY — The Sun Cities
ﬁymphony is tuning up for its 25th
anfiiversary season.

* Founded in 1968 by Jennings
Butterfield, this retirement com-
munity orchestra has grown from
a Bmall group of volunteer musi-
cians to a - 95-piece symphony

—ww orchestra. James Yestadt begins

his fifth year as music director and
conductor in 1992.

The Sun Cities Symphony pres-
ents Bix concerts a season in the
Sundome Center for Performing
Arts in Sun City West.

' The Silver Anniversary
beging with vio- [ 4 uj
gdinist Stephanie | 5.8

Chase on Oct.

18..:She will |3

play. the Tchai- |:
kovsky Con-
certo-for Violin,

Opus.35. Chase,

#-tfigdal winner

in’ ‘the 1982

Tehaikovsky In-

térnational

Competition, has appeared with

countless orchestras since she was

a-child. She started playing violin
at 18 months, and was playing for
her inother’s music workshop be-
foie’ she was 3. An Avery Fisher
Brant was awarded to Chase in
1987, and in 1991, she received
tstanding praise for her per-
formance with the Phoenix Sym-
Mhony. :

_ Bulgarian-born pianist Juliana

Markova will appear on Nov. 22,

playing Grieg's Concerto for Piano

Season

HCHASE

who began piano lessons as an aid
for her classical ballet study, soon
chose to concentrate on piano and
woh'- competitions in Bucharest,
Hungary, and in Paris. She has
appeared with most of the major
European and North American
symphony orchestras, and in 1991,
made her first trip to Japan,
appearing in Osaka and Tokyo.
Lettermen concert

The Holiday Pops Concert on
Dec. 13 will feature The Letter-
men. o

Twenty million records and
7.000 concerts ago, three young
meén. in letter sweaters hit the

. ritisic. scene with a soft melodic

soynd. “The Way You Look To-
night” propelled The Lettermen to
*Best Vocal Group” in almost
every poll.

The Lettermen theme remains

and Orchestra, Opus 16. Markova,
- sity, is.concert-

WLETTERMEN

include many old‘ favorites .and
holiday specials.

Butterfield Competition for Young
Artists will appear as guest soloist.
The competition category for 1992
is piano. -

Also on the January program is
the Sun Cities Symphonic Chorus.
Directed by Gene Hersrud, the
chorus will perform “Gloria” by
Francis Poulenc with Kay Paschal
as soprano soloist. The orchestra
also will play the Suite from
Haryjanos by Kodaly.

Frank Spinosa, violin, and
Ralph Lock- '
wood, French
horn, will share
guest soloist
honers Feb. 28.
Spinosa, a pro-
fessor of music
at  Arizona
State Univer-

master of the
Sun Cities Sym- WSPINOSA
phony, and has appeared as soloist
and conductor with numerous
chamber music groups and sym-
phony orchestras in the United
States and Europe. ;

Lockwood is studying. for a
doctorate in musical arts at ASU,
where he is professor of music. He
is principal French horn for the
Sun Cities: Symphony, and has
performed on piano and organ.
Spinosa will play the Concerto No.
1 for Violin by Bruch; Lockwood
will play Concerto No. 1 for Horn,
Opus 11, by Richard Strauss.

In addition, the orchestra will
play Schubert’s Rosamunde Over-
ture, Valse Triste from Koulema
by Sibelius and the Sorcerer’s
Apprentice by Dukas.

Jerry Hadley, tenor, returns to
the Sun Cities Symphony on April

the.love song, but the program will

4, 1993. Hadley has performed
with major opera companies in-
cluding the Metropolitan, Chicago,
Covent Garden and Berlin. He is
well known for his recording of
opera, Broadway musicals and
American popular song. He ap-
pears often on television shows,
such as “Live from Lincoln Cen-
ter,” and was seen in Paul McCart-

. ney’s “Liverpool Oratorio” when

that work premiered in 1991.

The world premiere of a compo-
sition commissioned by the Sun
Cities Symphony and composed by
Chinary Ung, a regents professor
at ASU, will: be a featured high-
light of the April program. Ung

, has a’ national reputation; his
On Jan. 24, the winner of the

works have received performances
by the Philadelphia; Pittsburgh;
Phoenix; Louisville, Ky.; and
Tokyo Symphony orchestras. In
1991, he received a commission to
compose a piece for the Phoenix,
New Hampshire and Honolulu
Symphony Orchestras. ¢ :

Four Dances from the Ballet
“Rodeo” by Aaron Copland, and
the Russian Easter Overture, Opus
36, by Rimsky-Korsakov; will com-
plete the program,

A special preseason anniversary
gala concert featuring Lorin Hol-
lander, internationally acclaimed

’ pianist, will be held in the Sun-

dome at 3 p.m. Sept. 27. Hollander
and the orchestra will play Rapso-
die on a Theme of Paganini by
Rachmaninoff and “Rhapsody in
Blue” by George Gershwin. Other
selections on this special program
are Tchaikovsky's Overture Fanta-
sia from “Romeo and Juliet” and
“Fanfare for the Common Man” by
Copland.

Renewal order forms for season
tickets are being mailed to sub-
scribers, who have until May 1 to
retain their present seats. Orders
for new season tickets are being
accepted; seats' will be assigned
after renewal orders have been
processed,

Season tickets for all six con-

-certs are $30, $46 and $61. Season

subscribers may order tickets for
the Sept. 27 concert with their
renewal order; they will receive
the same seat assignment as for
their season seats. Ticket prices for
the anniversary gala concert are
$10-$15; information is available
from the symphony office,
972-4484.

3 92"':‘ T
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Sun Cities Symphony announces 1991-92 season

The Sun Cities Symphony
Orchestra  Association  has
announced its lineup for the 1991-
92 concert season and will be
selling season tickets unut Sept. 20.

The association will sponsor six |

concerts during the upcoming
season. Among Lhose scheduled o
perform with the local symphony
are a jazz clarinetist, a duo piang
team, a brass quintet from Dallas,
the 1991 Butterfield Competition
winner, a lyric soprano and a
violinist.

All concerts are held on
Sundays, at 3 p.m, at the Sundome
Center for Performing Arts in Sun
City WesL

Season tickets are $61, $46 and
$30 for al six concerts and are
available until Sept. 20. Single
concert tickets will be sold
beginning Sep\b. 23.

For ticket information, call 972-
4484 between 9 am, and 1 p.m.

A brief look at the scheduled
performers:

B The opening concert Oct. 20,

1991, will feature duo pianists
Wilfred Delphin and Edwin
Romain, described by some as "one
of the [inest piano 1eams in the
world."

B Richard Stoltzman, acclajrnc;,d
classical and jazz clarinetist, will
be the feamred guest antist Nov, 24,

B A gala Christmas concert with
the Dallas Brass wiil be presented
Dec. 8.

B The 1991 Butterfield
Competition winner will perform
with the symphony Jan. 19, 1992,
The competition, sponsored by the
Sun Cities Symphony Orchestra, is
open to all university and college
students in Arizona.

W Young Mi Kim, lyric soprano,
will perform in concert March 1,
1992, Miss Kim recently
performed wilh the Arizona Qpera
in the role of Cio Cio San in
Puccini’s "Madame Buuterfly.”

M For the final concert of the
season, April 5, 1992, violinist
Fredell Lack will perform.

pening act

The duo piano team of Wiltred Delphin and Edwin Romain, -
described as "one of the best piano teams in the world"\ will
open the 1991-92 season of the Sun Cities Symphony

.Qrchestra Association. The two will perform Oct. 20 at the

Sundome Center for Performing Arts. Call 972-4484 for ticket

_information.
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- Symphony Orchestra Association

lists new directors

According to figures published
by the American Symphony Or-
chestra League, the Sun Cities
Symphony is the best-attcnded
symphony, concert by concert,
in the United States.

"There is no other symphony
orchestra that consistently has so
many in attcndance -- 4,500,"
says Dale Wood, chairperson for
the Sun Cities Symphony Or-
chesira Association. "We have
the capacity to play to over 7,000
at the Sundome. ‘

"We have a large subscriber
following, and we are the only
symphony, that I know of, that
does not receive any government
funding. We are supported by
corporate and membership con-
tributions."”

Communily support has been
the building block of quality and
growth for the symphony.

Sun-Cities residents serving on
the Sun Cilies Symphony board
of directors add to the broad
gamut of backgrounds and skills
represented within the orchestra
association.

These include the following
new board members:

« Carlos Wilson, who has
served as a former exccutive di-
rector of the Denver Symphony
Association and managing direc-
tor of the symphonies of San
Antonio, Portland, Fresno and
the acting general manager of the
Houston Symphony Society.

In 1965 and 1966, Mr. Wilson
was acting assistant manager of
the Phoenix Symphony; and is
past president of the Michigan
Orchestra Association.

« William I. Crockett was a ea-

reer officer in the U.S. Foreign
Service for many years.

In his last position with that
agency, he was Deputy Under
Secretary of State under Dcan
Rusk.

Mr. Crockett has been a con-
sultant to the U.S. Government
and to business in the field of

human rclations, publishing The
Human Relations Newsletter.

* Also serving on the sym-
phony board is John E. Knight.
In his carcer he has been an offi-
cer at major banks in Omaha and
Lincoln,

He has also served as director
of the State Welfarc Depariment
of Nebraska and assistant to the
governor, as well as chairman of
the board of trustecs of Nebraska
Wcslcyan University.

In the Sun Citics he has been
active with club and church re-
sponsibilities,

* Robert S. Rced, before
coming to the Sun Cities in
1986, was president of the
Washington Manufacturing
Company in Iowa, a metal
products fabricator.

He was involved with YMCA
development work and on the
board of the Iowa Mcthodist
Homes Association,

+ Sally Sickmann has long
been identified with community-

~wide music activities in the Sun

Cities. She was founder of the
Sun Cities Symphonic Chorus
and served as assistant director
alongside the latc Ward Bedford.

DALE WOOD, chairwoman of
the Sun Cities Symphony Or-
chestra Association.

She has been director of the
Sun Cities Woman's Chorus,
and a member of the Sun City
Players and Musicians Club.

= Carl W. Strayer was an
executive with  United
Tcchnologies Corporation,
holding such posts as director of
pension investments and investor
relations,

He was president of Harvard
Business School Club of North-
ern Connecticut, and is currently
a member of an investment sub-
sidiary of the Swiss Bank Cor-

. poration.

» Wilson H. Yost has been a
Presbyterian minister for 41
years, serving congregations in
six states, prior to retiring to Sun
City in 1986.

He is president of the Sun
Cities United Nations Associa-
tion and a member of the advi-
sory board and tcacher for the
ASU retirement program,

These new board members join
a roster that includes men and
women of widely varying busi-
ness and professional back-
grounds.

The Sun Cities Symphony will
open its 32nd season on Oct. 21.

Nearly all of the orchestra mu-
sicians have played with sym-
phonies in their cities of origin,

Conductor/musical director,
James Yestadt, came to the Sun
Cities two years ago after a career
in New Orleans. :

Season tickets are now on
sale. Call the symphony office
momings at 972-44384,
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P Peter Schwepker/Staff photographer
' .Walter J. Fandrich plays the string bass during a break in
. rehearsal. :

By Julia Jones .
Staff writer

Sun City
n an era when nearly every other performing-
I arts group in the state is struggling just to stay
afloat, the Sun Cities Symphony Orchestra basks
in almost perfect harmony halfway through its 22nd
5eason. .

Two weeks ago, the 91-piece orchestra directed by
James Yestadt played to critical acclaim to a crowd
gf 4,488 at the Sundome Center for the Performing

rts.

“There isn't another symphony in the world that,
plays to 4,488 seated, paid patrons,” says Frederic
James, president of the Sun Cities Orchestra
Society, the group’s volunteer support system.

“I've been in the business all my life,” Yestadt
says.-“T've had three other orchestras. And when
you talk about 4,500 at a subscription concert, it is
unbelievable, When I write to my colieagues and
mention this, they simply don’t believe it, So I've
been not only surprised but overwheimed at the
response,” '

Not to mention the performance of the orchestra
itself, he says.

“This orchestra now is really a very viable group,
with varied and very good backgrounds,” he says.
“We are able to do concerts with some of the best
guest artists available in this country and world-
wide, and that alone says something for the
orchestra, because these people otherwise wouldn't
appear with us. The members give 110 percent all

: Sweet melody

!--‘Talent, community support add up to success for Sun Cities Symphdﬁy

the time.”
And they'll almost certainly draw the same

enthusiastic crowd for their next concert Feb. 25, .

Yestadt says, when the guest artists wil] be the New
York-based Kalichstein-Larado-Robinson Trio,
which also has performed with the London

“Symphony Orchestra and the Berlin Philharmonic,

among others. That's Joseph Kalichstein, piano;

- Jatine Larado, violin; and Sharon Robinson, cello,

presenting the Beethoven Triple Concerto.

Handing out credit in the orchestra’s success
story is sort of like finding the beginning of a rondo.
But three themes keep cropping up: talented
musicians, a gifted conductor and lots of community
support.

About half of the Sun Cities Sym phony’s members
are retired from major or metropolitan orchestras or
teaching positions, James says; the percentage
places it in the community orchestra category,
according to American Symphony Orchestra League
stipulations. Other positions are filled by profession-
als, mainly instructors at various Valley colleges. |

“But amateur doesn’t mean a bad player,” James
says, “just as professional doesn’t necessarily mean
a good player.

“And it's an absolutely excellent orchestra,
certainly among the top two or three in-the state
and probably one of the finest orchestras in the
country.” :

Residents of the Sun Cities are very supportive of
the orchestra, he says, so the group “has never gone
in the red, has paid every bill on time and doesn’t

BUER See ORCHESTRA, Page 5




“ORCHESTRA

‘: accept one penny of tax money.”
“We're completely independent,

"~ because we feel that there’s no

 reason some widow in Yuma, with
-~ her taxes, for instance, has to pay
«~for our people in the Sun Cities to

__':_‘;hear an orchestra,” James says. -
J"We run a third of a million
“*dollars a year business with just

~~one half-time employee, a secre-
tary.”

Tickets to the five-concert sea-
son run from $44 to $22, definitely
in the modest range, he says.

But the real credit, James says,
has to go to conductor Yestadt,
who is in his second season.

“Attendance has improved re-
markably, and the quality of the
orchestra has improved dramati-
cally,” says James, a retired minis-
ter who describes his own musical
prowess as having the “glory of
being the 15th clarinet out of a
14-chair section back in Scarsdale,
NY."

*Our conductor here is that
happy combination of a superb
conductor and a fine teacher.”

W. Bob Roberts of Sun City,

From Page 1

principal trumpet, concurs. Of 15
principal chairs in the orchestra,
five are Sun Cities residents.

“I've played under a lot of
famous conductors, of whom many
were excellent and many were
simply famous,” Roberts says, “but
I've played- under only a handful
that I've really treasured, and this
Sun Cities man is orie of them.
He’s a master musician.”

Roberts, who is in his late 60s, is
a freellance orchestral musician,
one of a vanishing breed. He
played in New York’s Radio City
Music Hall for 22 years, he says,
and with the CBS television studio
orchestra for 12 years. He recorded
with Andre Kostelanos, Morton
Gould, David Rose and the Boston
Symphony, and when he first
retired to Sun City, he played for
the big-name acts in the Sundome,
names such as Andy Williams,
Juliet Prowse and Tony Bennett.

Now, he says, he teaches at Rio
Salado Community College, books
his one-man acts, one of which is
“Music and Memories of the Radio
City Music Hall,” plays at dozens

f churches and maintains a disci-
pline of twice-daily practices to
stay at the top of his form.

“The main thing is, if you still
enjoy playing,” Roberts says.

For some, playing with the Sun
Cities Symphony is a chance,
finally, to play as much as you
want.

“Music is really almost a job
with me now, except that it’s so
much fun, I don’t really think of it
that way,” says 65-year-old violin-
ist Ernest Liden, who retired to
Sun City from the Chicago area,
where he had taught history at the
college level.

All during his teaching career,
and also as an undergraduate, he
says, he’d meet with faculty mem-
bers for a little plain-and-fancy
music making. '

“Yes, 1 guess I might have
preferred music as a career, but
competition in classical music is
very intense,” he says, recalling a
recent notice that 50 had tried out
for one spot as second-position
violin with a orchestra that was

“And the pay is not all that
wonderful,” he says, "not that’
teaching history is all that high-
paying, either.” 5

Now, in addition to a regular«
Monday morning practice for the -
Sun Cities orchestra’s strings, Li-
den slips in solo practices while his
wife, Bette, is at dancing class.

But the orchestra couldn’t do .
what it does, Liden says, without -
the support of the orchestra guild -
and society. .

“Musicians are, by and large,
just musicians, not business peo- -
ple,” Roberts says. :

“And if it weren’t for people like -
Fred James, people behind the .
scenes who do all this work for
nothing, we wouldn’t have an
orchestra. They're the ones who
get the audience and provide.
money to pay the bills.”

Part of the payoff in being a
volunteer is getting to attend
rehearsals, James says, happily:
“It’s just like taking a lesson. We
all need that; we're not the
Chicago Symphony, you know.”

not top-ranked.
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- SUN CITY — The Jennings
- Butterfield Musicales began as a

.} thank you gesture.

k. The 10-year annual series of

chamber music programs, named
cafter the late founder of the Sun

A Cities Symphony, was Butterfield
J, and wife Lillian’s way of showing

P~

F— . P

[ their appreciation to the Sun Ci-
ties Art Museum. - VR
5" "“They — various sections of the
orchestra, not the entire group —
first practiced upstairs in the stu-
"dio,” said Mrs, Butterfield, point-

'T:ing to the second floor of her Sun. *
J City home. “We then asked the

nuseum if we could practice in

| theinbuilding after hours.”

" At that time, the Sun Cities
. Art Museum was a satellite of the
Phoenix Art Museum. It was at
,97th Avenue and Bell Road,
* where Merrill Lynch Realty now

‘1. has offices.

“Gq we thought, ‘What could

“‘V'we do for the museum in return?

,"‘." said Mrs. Butterfield. “We de-
1/ cided on chamber concerts.”

" Although the idea, she said,
\."“came from the man upstairs,”
‘Ishe and her husbsnd were the
i ;d.riving forces

behind the pro-

gram.
Butterfield directed and organ-

"} ized the concerts, which were ini-

tially comprised of symphony
metmbers. Because of his mugical
connections around the Valley,
Butterfield eventually obtained
other groups from outside Sun
City.

 Together, the Butterfields
helped finance the concerts. “To
not charge, you can ask musical

‘| unions (the Phoenix Federation of

| Gratitude help

Musicians) to help. They pay half
the expenses,” said Mrs. Butter-
field. “We — Jennings and I-—
paid the other half.”

“The first concert drew 25 peo-
ple. Now, said Mrs. Butterfield,
between 125 and 150 people at-
tend.

Its growth isn't because the
one-hour, informal programs are

free to the public, said the Rev.
_Sidney, G. Menk, chaiiman of the
Jenninjs ' Batterfield Musicples
Endowment Fund Committee. -

“People have to like that kind of -
. music.- The fact that it. was free ..

was a bonus.” - - :
And, Mrs. Butterfield says,
“the museum benefited from it,

. tpo. People who never attended

the art museum came, o ‘the
concert, and while they were

The musicians, they’re
crazy. They want fo

ed mold Butt

come back. They think -

we’'re the best.’

there they'd look around at the
art on display. And the fact that
we're associated with the mu-
seum has helped us.”

Bill Austin, Sun Cities Art
Museum curator, agreed that the
concert was advantageous. “It's
always been a very strong asset
to the museum because it's kept
us in the eyes of the public. And
it's very professional, a very es-
thetic experience.

“Ideally speaking, it made a
nice combination: art and music.
It was a practical marriage be-
cause they had to have a place to
rehearse and the museum had the

space. And we're proud to sponsor
them.”

But when the Sun Cities Art
Museum withdrew from the Phoe-
nix Art Museum, there was no
place for the musicians to prac-
tice. “And when the new museumn
was built, it was small and didn't
have room for us,” said Mrs.

Butterfield. “So in 1979, my hus-

band asked the Rev. James
Reaves at All Saints of the Desert
Episcopal Church .in Sun City to
hold the concerts at the chureh.”

: They have remained - there

since and cdntinue. to be spon-

sored by the museum, = .-
It was also during that time

that they began engaging out-of-

state musical groups to perform.

~ “They: used - already-existing

groups that didn’t need to re-

- hearse,” smd Menk. “They re-
. hearsed on their own.”

Two things didn’t change: the

schedule and the purpose.
- The series of five concerts con-
tinue to be held at 3 pm. the
third Thursday of the month from
October through March, except
December. By holding them in
the afternoon, they do not prevent
or interfere with evening func-
tions.

They remain an hour in length,
<o the audience won't get “'squir-
my,” said Mrs. Butterfield, who
has attended all but one program.

In that hour, their purpose is
accomplished. They present quali-
ty programs that are both enter-
taining and educational.

“All these performers tell the

audience about their instruments
and have them ask questions,”
Mrs. Butterfield said. “There

were people who didn’t know

about instruments, and over the
years they've learned.”

So have many Valley school-
children. “The welcome mat is
out to children in public schools
interested in music,” said Mrs.
Butterfield. “The ones that re-
sponded ‘mostly were from the
Peoria schools.”

But Menk said, *'As far as the

children are concerned, it's not

the goal, hut a by-product. The
object B to perpetuate the medi-
um itsell.”

When - Jennings Butterfield
died.jn: 1982, the onus of raising
funds fell on Mrs. Butterfield.

“Frankly, [ was proud of the
work. that Jennings had done.
Andwhen he passed om, people

_called me and wanted me to carry

on,” she said,.

She. succeeded in raising funds-

annually, which she said came
mostly from individuals.

“By now,” said Menk, “it (the
musicales) was established and
appreciated by the community to
be a permanent memorial to Jen-
nings Butterfield and his wife.
But Lillian wouldn't be able to
continue to raise the funds forev-
er by_herself, so in January 1985
a committee was formed to raise
an endowment fund to assume
these programs in the future.”

The idea was conceived in 1984
by Mrs. Butterfieid and former
museum president Spencer Earn-
chaw and tagged the Jennings
Butterfield Musicales Endow-
ment Fund. Both of them are on
the committee: she is the Girl
Friday and he is in charge of
publicity.

“The fund gives the musicales
continuity,” said Mrs. Butter-

- caleg,” ghe and' Menk ° aids thatz}y

have

field “Persons that contribute to
the endowment are not. for the
present, but for the future.”

And as Menk said, “It has
certain cultural and spiritual val-
ues for people.”

Even with the fund, people are' -
still sending checks in, said But-
terfield, “which are added to the

”n

While the fund -.whic‘:jmht,o fed
$29,000 in early. 1987 =~ means
finaricial insurance for thie ‘mmisi- 5;

}

doesn’t mean they cin ges ; easy
ing-quality programs'ia as mp
tant_ as ‘the ‘endowmént. They
_a'l:eputatiqn to uphold, they i
8 N A
Tat is why “we critique every
show,” said Menk, “"and since we. .
have no contractual arrangement
with the church, we have to get

it vzgn:_t‘ co_n_ﬂ_ictjdtlr their agen- - -
"'So when the last ‘program ‘of "
the 1986.87 season ended in
March, “we started working on
‘the 1987-88".series,” said Mrs.™-
Butterfield. “We should have it in

- ghape thig month:" "~ = =775 <

Some progrems, 8s others %n
the past, will featur§ groups who

CLER

erfield Musicales

have previously performed at the
musicales.

) “All the groups we've had —
like Quintessence and Southwest
Brass — come back,” said Mrs.
Butterfield. " *'The musicians,
they're crazy. They want to come

- back. They think we're the best.” -
. "And the best, she said, is what

: ishe. believes . the: musicales

present and represent. As for the
future, she would like tosee the-

riés” event: vyetin ‘10 the,
Sun Cities'Art Museun, !

- That goal is shared by Austin,. |

seriés - eventually’

Their main gbjective of F sustain: - who - said, k‘We'd” love: to* have

r-=7
cAL,

tHem Kere, but it wouldnt be fair
lzp‘t!:g ;_»eoplg because of the space
Yimitations now: Right now, the
program - has “outgtown- the’
present space we have‘— because
of the large dudience they draw.

“Before we broke ground, the

- our schedule in ahead of time,'so-j"""e"an.“iew of the museum.was

that it bé built in four phases,
whlqh includes an auditorium for
musicales, lectures. And it makes
sense since the museum sponsors
the musicales.”

Wherever they wind up, Mrs.
Butterfield said she'll continue to
promote’ theri because’ “it's har-
monious, a joy. It's the most
smooth sailing ['ve ever had.”




Below left, Lillian. Butterfield admires a portrait of her late
husband, Jennings. The Butterfields helped bring chamber music
programs to Sun City by forming the Jennings Butterfield
Musicales. Befow right, Mrs. Butterfield and the Rev. Sidney Menk
leaf through a book of musical history. Menk is the chairman of
the Jennings Butterfield Musicales Endowmen? Fund Commitiee.

- {News-Sun p{llofos by Stephen Chernek)
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By MARY JO PITZL

Arizona Republic Staff

I.Musically speaking, there’s no spinach forced on the audience
‘¥ the Sun Cities Symphony.
Which means no avant-garde musical entrees.

w-The symphony's chief menu planner, conductor Eugene
]ﬁmbardl says the orchestra’s audience is past the days of
Bitirig told, “This is the spinach, and you all ought to have it.”

*“In no way am I trying to educate the audience,” said
Torabardi, who has been the symphony’s conductor and musical
director since 1983. “That audience has heard all that it wants
to hear. So now what they want to do is enjoy.”

With that in mind, Lombardi draws his musical selections
from the baroque, classical and romantic periods.

“After a while, you feel you're moving down a very narrow
path,” he said. “It’s not that narrow, except you can't veer off,
You can’t stick a foot out.”

' The symphony, finishing its 18th season on April 6, consists
0f85 to 95 members, depending on the type of composition
being played. Two-thirds of the musicians are retirees from the
area; the remainder are paid professionals.

The mix of retirees and working professionals depends on

which openings are available.
For example, Lombardi said, in past years the combmatmn
has been closer to half and half.

“We want anybody that performs to inquire about becoming a;

member of the orchestra. This organization exists for them.”

The Sun Cities Symphony is the the only
retirement-community orchestra that he knows of in the
nation, Lombardi said. That distinction — being based in a
retirement community and drawing musicians from it — has
attracted international attention.

The symphony has been invited to play in Innsbruck, Austria,
in July at the annual convention of the International Society of
Music Educators. The symphony’s unique composition and
history dovetail with the convention’s theme of “Music for a
Lifetime,” Lombardi said.

Because of the cost of sending the full orchestra, a 32-member
ensemble will represent the symphony. The chamber group will
present its convention program in a June 29 performance at the
Sundial Auditorium in Sun City, just before leaving for Austria,
Lombardi said.

Lombardi is a professor of music at Arizona State University
and conducts the university’s symphony. A Valley resident for

Bon appetit

zSun Cities Symphony pleases with favonte musical dishes

30 years, Lombardi said he is surprised and impressed at the
growth of the Sun Cities Symphon

The group was I'ounded in 1968 by the late Jennings
Butterfield.

“I never dreamed it would grow to the extent it has and to
have the demands it has,” he said.

“It’s an outlet for people who do play, and it provides work for
the professional musician. It also takes care of the needs of
concertgoers.”

In addition, Lombardi said that the existence of the
symphony is a major factor in some retirees’ decisions to move
to the Sun City-Sun City West area.

The symphony rehearses twice a week — Tuesday afternoons
and Thursday evenings — during concert season, which runs
from September to April.

The “imports,” as Lombardi calls the non-retiree musicians,
join the symphony for the final two rehearsals before a concert.

The Sun Cities Symphony Orchestra Association has
launched ticket sales for the 1986-87 season, which will feature
five concerts.

Season ticket prices are $20, $30 and $40. More information is
available at 972-4484.

OLER




Pete Pelers/Republic

Eugene Lombardi, the conductor of the Sun Cities Symphony, dis-
plays some of his form during rehearsal at All Saints of the Desert
Episcopal Church, 8502 Hutton Drive, Sun City. A professor of mu-
sic at Arizona State Universily, Lombardi says, “l never dreamed it
would grow to the extent it has and to have the demands it has.”
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‘'remarked,

" words.

It wasn’t untll conductor Ted Dz1ubek came’ o
. to see me one day with a press release in’hand "
regarding the Sun City Pops Orchestra that I -
“Whatever happened to the:Pops . =
Orchestra‘? It seemed to have dlsappeared mtof o
" thin air.’ : SRR o
There was more than a rlng of truth to my S
After what looked. to be a”successful . .
- public debut for the 32-member group in Janu-
ary 1984, which . introduced _a‘.three:concert

series, plus a performance at last year’s Moth-

er’s Day concert at the Sun Bowl, the orchestra .
~ was not to be heard from again, -~ A
' But the group hadn’t disappeared; _]ust gone E
“into a sort of musical hlbernatlon :

Wh‘?

It seemed to have such promlse ’I‘here'
appeared to be a lot of 1nterest in the communi- ...
“invited ~change .
ffrom—though not meant as-‘a .replacement - - |
for—the heavy cla551cal music prov1ded by the ' |

ty. ..The music -was- an

Sun Cities Symphony.

And, to top it off; proceeds from the Pops-_- .‘ "

concerts benefitted the Symphony. -
" Why, then, -did - the - Pops,. -which gave us-.

= 11ghthearted class1cal melodles, dlmlmsh before
- the public eye?. i7" Dk

It was, perhaps,. for the sunplest of reasons:’

~ lack of support..Not support in the sense of poor:::
“-. attendance. Rather: it was"the’ suppo”t -that;

buoys many of the organizations.in-the retir-;
" ‘ment communities and keeps them thr1v1ng—a.

communlty backbone. . :
- As Dziubek; whose frustratlon equaled mlne,
explamed it4There:has to'be.an® organlzatmn of

"~ _people ded1cated to. this’ cause’ and.who have.a
. strong bellef in- 1t Theres an. obhgatron o

promote it.”

- In 1983, when Dzrubek ﬁrst approached me
. with the information that:a Pops orchestra was™

being formed, I jumped at the. chance to write -

- the story, and promote it to the public. Dziubek " -
- and I saw eye-to-eye on the exciting possibilities...
‘of such a muslcal group, as well as the need and"

want for it.-

~ " But one wrlter and one conductor could not'
idoit all. .

S “Actually I was the whole thing except for,

" the Early Birds .Lioness Club, who took .on"

" promotion, selling and handling of tickets and" .

also were usherettes,” Dziubek stated. “They .:

. took on the entire financial end a very rmpor
-tant asset of any organization.”

This year, the orchestra’s Mother s Dayf‘,;-' : ‘
" appearance is being financially and promotion- - not: willing to do their part. They can’t sit back
aélly backed by the Recreatlon Centers of Sun
- City,

szubek apprec1ates such sponsorsh1p but o
. still feels the communi nity. should get more
- personally involved. “It’s an idea that needs the
... help of the communlty because 1t’s cultural and_
-+ - we need the culture. = oA T _
=+ Culture, though doesn t always have to be'

“was’ ‘very important through its popularity and

v of . people who would “never, hear th1s music

" strictly hlghbrow in nature: Musically, we all:
‘. have our preferences:' Some people go for'the
- ¢ intellectual, intense classical strains while oth- -
..ers tend toward the hghter more playful clas-f'
¥ slca,

. ;lhfe,” for I- en_]oy a- lrttle of both And there ]S
-+ room for both..: P - &

True is the. say1ng “Varlety is the spice of

A communlty shouldnt have to choose be

- tween one or . the other.. Why," just look at'f .
Boston! They have the best of both worlds. - .
: “The reason it’s been a success is its conduc. - i

tor,” said Dziubek, “(The late} Arthur Fiedler

~ "was a professional musician—I played.under

TED DZIUBEK

hnn——who knew hlS musrc and was never g1ven-;

proper credit. ’ i
" “He proved to the whole country that pops"

exposed another type of classical music to a lot

otherw1se

So why not the same thlng in th1s commum
'ty? : .
P “The real problem comes-in: understandmg
ymphonic' music;"” stated: ‘Dziubek:*‘Mbst"of us’
‘don’t have the- musical education to understand ;
1it. 'So in order ‘to balance, we've got to offer
-"something the people w1ll en_]oy and under
rstand ! :

That in turn, creates a dommo effect. As,
Dzmbek best explained it, “By attending- Pops
concerts people can discern the difference in thel
performances and the compositions, such as. aj
“waltz, march or ‘light operetta, and also to;

.r..

-* ¢levate their understanding of music and be-j

“come more knowledgeable, They will be then

.‘,seekmg more meanlngful music, in the sym

phonlc line.” 1

. Past attendance at'the Sun City Pops con-j
certs indicates that.the audience 1s out there
.and willing to listen.” Ah, but they need to do'
‘more than just listen or complain- when the:

: f'»musxc is no longer available to them!

-~‘“People are asking for the Pops but they’ rej

-and -expect it.to happen by itself,” Dziubek
vstressed. Yet he- thinks the people are out there:
“who can give of their time, experience and.
‘ des1re without being ego- seckers. :
.~ If further incentive is needed, consider this:

“You'll. get something back in return——the pride;
nd satisfaction’that comes from participating;
n'a project of ithis caliber in whlch you can;

* demonstrate your abilities.

~.It's a-lot- like the new ‘Sun Cities Art
‘Museum. A lot of blood, sweat and tears’ went’
“into that effort but today it is a reahty and a

ource of much pride'and joy. i
~ The Pops once breathed life; it can do so
vagain—-and give surrounding ‘communities a’

‘perpetual “pop” in the musical arm. But it can.

“only''do so ‘with interested patrons—not just!
residents of the Sun Cities but anyone in the
»:Valley—rallying to the cause.

It would be a shame to let somethmg
beautiful die. Consider what the world would be

11ke w1thout music. A very qu1et place.
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i Early volunteers helped make
SC Symphony successful grou

By JEANNE STUCKWISH
Staff Writer

“Just go to the Sundome on a
symphony night,” says Lois Hol-
ler, “and it becomes immediately
apparent how popular the Sun
City Symphony has become.”

Some of that popularity is due
to Mrs. Holler’s early efforts.

Her reputation preceded her
arrival in Sun City in 1968.

For 20 years Mrs. Holler was
with Columbia Artists Manage-
ment, working for the Organized
Audience Division. She ex-
plained: “Organized Audiences

Related story, C12

are community concerts, a won-
derful plan for bringing the big-
gest and -brightest artists to
smaller cities throughout the
United States.” - }

THERE WAS no doubt she
knew how to organize a concert
and get subscribers. She was
ready for an important role in
the first success of the Sun City
orchestra, organized in 1968 by
its first conductor, Jennings But-
terfield.

Butterfield recruited-a 65-
piece orchestra of players from
all over the Valley, at the same
time asking a few people to help
with the myriad details of get-
ting started. .

There were around 15 mem-
bers who made up the initial
Symphony Concert Association,
with Clyde Wells serving as the
first chairman of the board.

ON NOV. 24, 1968, Butter-
field led his pulled-together or-
chestra in a premier concert be-

fore a full house in Mountain -

View Auditorium,

A lot of the credit for that _{pll L

house gogg fg Lois Holler

a

Boxes were still unpacked ‘at

her new Sun City home in 1968,
when the Symphony Concert As-
sociation board invited her to be
a member—and chairman of sub-
scriptions.

“T AM SO glad I did it, be-
cause it was a wonderful way to
get acquainted. It was just plain
fun for me,” she recalled. _

“] just began to telephone.
And I was fearless, I went down
the telephone book. I can’t re-
member that I called Del Webb,
but if he was in the D's, I called
them'all.

“My plan was to organize just
the way I did the community
concerts. They work in a very
special and successful way.

“] OQRGANIZED committees
and made captains. I managed to
gather together a committee of
about 100 people to work on the
subscriptions,” she said.

She made each captain respon-
sible for nine other people. “The
number .of workers should be
related to the number of subscri-
bers we need,” she explained.
“For instance, if we wanted 2,-
000 subscribers, we needed 200
workers. We averaged about 10
subscriptions per worker. Some
would bring in a lot, some would
bring in a few. We had a goal,
and we met it.”

She stayed as chairman of the
committee for four years. )

IN THE EARLY days, she
also used her extensive back-
ground to assist the association
in signing artists for the con-
certs. '

The detailed records Mrs. Hol-
ler kept for each worker and the
mounting paperwork involved in
contracts and other business
went into permanent offices in
the Sun City Professional Build-
ing in 1980.

(“The treasurer works up at
the office almost all the time,”
she said.)

THE DETAILED records
were full of information: cap-
tains’ names; their workers;
number of subscribers each one
brought in; as much information
as possible on subscribers; who
was on the committees being
formed so that the following
year, things would be ready to
go. It was easier then to fill in
for those who had dropped by the
wayside.

Mrs. Holler stressed the fact

. that the symphony has never -

reputuation is favorable to the
lighter music. But she can do
both and I think she will,” said
Mrs. Holler. “We have some
wonderful ideas ahead for the
light music, as well as for the
classics.”

BUT SHE remarked that it is
interesting the artists them-
selves prefer playing classical
music—and that it is not a
unique situtation here.

“In every concert situation I
visited for 20 years I have had
that confrontation between the
purists, and shall I call them the
impurists—the relaxed people
who wanted the lighter music.
So that will never get settled,
But each one of us has to defer a
little bit to the other fellow,” she
reasoned.

“We can't have only heavy
classics if we want everybody to
come to the concerts, and we
need everybody to come. So now

_that we recognize this, we are

making a serious effort to bring
a variety of music to the audi-
ence,”

THE PEOPLE who work on
the performers’ contracts some-
times have their work cut out for
them. There are artists whose
contracts are so difficult it is
almost an impossibility to work
with them. That is another area
where Mrs. Holler’s previous ex-

» 3 0T
perience comes in handy.

asked for nor received any gov- -

ernment grants. The organiza- °

tion depends on season ticket

holders, memberships and corpo-
rate grants. .
: JThe first;few years of thes I

e -almo
to Mrs. Holler’s plan to get sub-
scribers. The more successful she

and her committee were, the

more successful the orchestra be-

came.. The money raised went
into coffers for celebrities.

The ' programming goes
through the board’s artists com-

- mittee, on which Mrs. Holler has

also served for many years.

- THIS YEAR the symphony’s
concerts are varied in the type of
music presented.

“The association is deferring
to people who enjoy lighter mu-
sic as well as the heavy classics,”
Mrs. Holler said, “so classical
and easy-listening music are on
the programs of the five con-
certs.” .

Beethoven to Bach has been
heard and in April, popular art-
ist Florence Henderson will
make a guest appearance. “Her

txclusively devoted

There are committees that
work on the history of the sym-
phony, membership and nomina-
tions, corporate contributions,
ticket sales, orchestra relations,
equipment, transportation and
hospitality for visiting artists,
insurance, programs, publicity,
special events and innumerable

| things that must be done by
volunteers to insure a successful -
‘ season.’ : :

Mrs. Holler is the only one of

" the original board members of
. the Symphony Association who
" ig still an actively participating

member and shé rarely misses a
meeting.

WHEN THE Symphony Guild
was formed about five years ago,
she was right in there pitching
as a charter member. She still
works hard at anything that
needs doing.

The symphony board is the
business end of the Sun City

+ Symphony Orchestra.

- B

“The first year, we were $600
in the red, and a sugar-daddy
came forth and saved us,” she
remembered. “The next year we
made it up and we’ve been in the
black ever since. I think that’s a
wonderful record for a sympho-
ny. Now it is a big business and

there are about 30 members on ~~r -

the board.”

TA
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recounts ideas

Although the first per-
formance of the Sun Cities
Symphony Orchestra isn’t
untii November 6, new
conductor, Eugene Lom-
bardi is already making
plans.

" “Pm interested in con-
tinually lmproving and

upgrading the music,”

‘Lombard] said. -

He sald he would like to
perform some of the bet-
ter-known ' symphonies
and overtures of all peri-
ods ‘‘because in the past
they haven’t had much
and he thought it would be
nice.”

He mentloned such
pieces as Bordin's Second
Symphony and the Men-
delssohn Reformation
Symphony.

“1 want the people play-
Ing. to -enjoy it to the

" fullest and to be exposed

to music they’ve heard all

their life,” he said. “‘And I
also want to give the peo-
ple in Sun City the music

"they want to hear.”

He added that there
won’t be any major
changes in the style the
music is played. “I don’t
believe there are different
interpretations of the
same music,” Lombardi
said, “The notes are the
same, and I’'m not going
to make any drastic
changes.”” One change
that will occur, however,
will come with the addi-
tion of a symphony cho-
rus. “Now we’ll be able to
do llterature that utilizes
a need for choral works,”
he said.

“1t isn't something you
can do for pick-up work,”
he added. *“It wiil be an
organized chorus with its
own ldentity (Sun City

Symphony Chorus), and I
hope to utilize them each
year.”

Lombardi, whe is a pro-
fessor of music and violin
at Arizona State Universi-
ty and conductor of the
University Symphony Or-
chestra, - was chosen as
the Symphony Orchestra’s
conductor earlier this
year.

He performed with the
Phoenix Symphony for 19
years—eight of those

years as concertmaster.

He also conducted for the
Peoples Pop Concert ev-
ery month for 12 years.

Auditions for the Sun

City Symphony Orchestra .

will be in September. In-
terested musicians should
contact the symphony of-

flce at 972-4484 and ask for

an audition sheet.
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The Sun Bowl will observ .May Day ‘with mu

"sic—a Sun Cities Symphony Pops. Concert at-7 p:m;

~Sunday, with a 30- plece orchestra dlrected byATed

Dzmbek o : : .
Concertmaster will- be’ Frank Splnosa concert-

master of the regular symphony orchestra. " :

- ‘Vocal soloists will be Quillian D1tto and Byron

'Healy, who also will sing one duet.- Er i — ok : . - = o =
-The concert is a *‘thank you” {rom the orchestra Rehenrsul' Byron- Heuly; t ff,rprucﬂces ‘vocal solo he will sing in the Sun Bowl, while Ted Dziubek,

’. and: the Sun Cities Symphony Orchestra Association: rlghi. conducts the Sun Cltles Symphony Pops Orchestru for Hs lhank you uppeurunce.

¢ .- board of directors for community support.. The event o333 M ¥ LTI - JE .

aIso is' sponsored by the rec centers board. : SRR '

T o;ge Blaesi, SC Symphony" Orchestra Assoc1a :

t:on president, will open the program.:- .
- Mrs. Ditto will sing Vienna, My Crty ofDreamsby :

Sleczynskl and Healy w1lI smg'If I Loved You by{

* The orchestral part of the program. w1ll mclude
Anderson s A Trumpeter’s Lullaby, Offenbach’s Bal- :
‘let - Parisienne;  Anderson’s-:'Plipk;~ Plank, Plunk"
" Sound of Mus:c excerpts -from.Bizet’s . Carmen; and :
“another Anderson selection, The Waltzing Cat.==7 -
»" Members of the Symphony Guild,_will be on hand
Vi “to take orders for season tickets for: next year,’ when'
.the orchestra will be led by its’new* conductor“
Eugene Lombardi of Arizona State- Umvers:ty o
- If the weather is bad, the concert w:ll be moved 10 "of the musicians:
"Sundial Auditnrium, e el et
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Sun Clty Symphony founder dies .

By Thomas Goldthwaite
Leisure and Arts Editor

- Jennings Butterfield, 81, died on New
- Year's Day at his home in Sun City. The
cause was not known.
" He had heen the conductor of the Sun
City Symphony from its founding until his
retirement from the podium last spring.

His passing closes a chapter in the
musical life of the 50,000 residents of Sun

City and in the general musical climate in.

- the Yalley.

- Butterfield founded the Sun City Sym- ‘

phony shortly after he moved here from

Massachusetts in 1968, where he founded
and conducted the Cape Cod Symphony.

~ His accomplishments won the respect of

" Valley musicians, and his authority as

musical arbiter for the Valley's west side

became a formidable challenge to several

competing organizations that looked long-
. ingly at the large audiences he attracted.

Lois Holler, an honorary member of the

- gymphony’s board of directors, said of

Butterfield and the founding of the
. symphony, “Those were hard-working
_ years, and he was our guiding spirit. I feel
that his passing is the end of an era. It was
+a time of creativity, courage and faith.
Jennings Butterfield epitomized that
spirit.”
He would never allow a strictly profes-
Ysional membership in his orchestrd. For

<years his players performed without fees,

~except for the imported talent he needed.

'-chestra grew to 80 members, including 20 -
ctive and more than 40 retired prafes-
jonal musicians.

\He drew on local professional and
teur players to supplement the sec-

-ent | : togo back” . ;
¢ Under Butterfield's direction, the or-:

It was his special concern to secure
young artista as soloists. Many were gifted
young Valley musicians.

The development of the orchestra took
it from the modest Mountain View
Auditorium to the Sun Dial Auditorium
and then, finally, in triumph, to the newly

" completed 7,000-seat Sundome in Sun City

Weat for his final season.

His tastes were solid and if, as' critics
said, his enthusissm exceeded polish in
. performances, he nonetheless attracted a
large and faithful audience for his many
seasons, which were invariably sold out.

Technique and perfection were not a
part of Butterfield’s goals for the orches-
tra. A Beethoven symphony or a2 Wagner
overture didn’t faze him or his players, and
over the years the repertoire of the
orchestra included almost every major
classical orchestral work and certainly
every major concerto.

Butterfield'’s capacity to generate enthu-
siasm was well-known. In a 1972 article in
The Arizona Republic, he was character-
ized as an amiable conductor intent on
getting his musicians through a score as
fast as possible with limited rehearsal,
often no more than a single reading.

“Jennings,” a bassoonist called out.
during & pause in rehearsal, “can we go
back to the Letter D for a moment?”

“John, don’t worry about it” Jennings
answered. “Just follow me. There's no time .

He was driven throughout his retire--
ment to promote fine music, not only for-

_his orchestra but for other projects ag well. |

He and his wife, Lillian, founded the
" Thursday musicals’ at the Phoenix Art

Department begmmng in 1970, and added
the popular summer seasions in 1973,

He was a regular suhscriber to the
Phoenix Symphony concerts and the
Phoenix Chamber Music Society and was a
familiar figure at Valley musical events.

A dapper man with a clipped white
mustache and flowing white hair, Butter-

field struck everyone as a handsome,

elegant conductor perfect for his role. His
musicians seldom heard him speak crossly
to anyone. Most were amazed by the
vitality and the endurance exhihited on
the podium by a man in his 70s.

Even guest artists who had performed
with him marveled at his ability to pull off
a concert and especially a concerto under
circumstances most conductors would find
terrifying. When he attended concerts, he
would be among the first in the audience to
rush backstage to congratulate a per-
former, and he knew many artists from his
years of experience as conductor for the
New Jersey concert symphony and as head
of the music department of the West
Orange, N.d., school system:

He had supervised many musical careers
from among those students.

He was born in Courtland County, NY,

_on Feb, 28, 1900,

He was a member of the Sun Clty Flrst
Church of Christ, Scientist, the Sun City
Rotary Club and the Masonic Lodge
No. 7 ! )

Masomc and Christizn Science services
will be today at 11 a.m. in Lundberg’s
Golden Door Chapel, Youngtown.

Survivors include his wife, Lllhan of
-Sun City; daughters Jean Bolm of Wood-
land Hills, Calif., and Gerri Martin of

in the orchestra, providing many ~Museum. He also taught violin for the Mesa; abrother Charles of Warren, Ohio;

F \{ musicians with addltlonal income,

th\ ' . D" ‘ KA “"W“f Y Y, ROPTERN T e vﬁxhﬂﬂcwmnfﬁ*1 Lo oeetiis

- Phoenix Parks, Recreation and Library

and a sister, Ina I'\ettelson o{.Baltlmore

Symphony a8 a community OrchEstrd rather
than a profesalonal symphony.

L -
. a L

oL . aml e s B .

— i, T .-!hﬂ-Mt
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His life, his legacy: music

During Sun City’s existence,
there have been special people
who have strongly influenced
its character and image. Jen-
nings Butterfield was one of
those special people.

He was a successful and hon-
ored symphony conductor and
teacher before he came to Sun
City. He could have considered
his past accomplishments and
found them sufficient, but he
saw a cultural void in his new
community and lent his exuber-
ant energies to filling it.

He called a few musicians
together in his home 13 years
ago to form the nucleus of a
symphony for Sun City. Its
progress stands as a testimoni-
al to his ability to create, to
inspire others with his enthusi-
asm and to attract outstanding
guest artists to this community.

When the concerts were
moved to Sun City West's Sun-
dome, Maestro Butterfield felt
his job was finished, the sym-
phony was successful, highly
admired and enjoying solid
community support. He stepped
down, but not really to retire.

-He continued to work with and

)give encouragement to youthful
‘musicians, to conduct Thursday

Musicales for the Sun City Art
Museum and to teach.

His death Friday came as a
shock to Sun Citians. He is
mourned not only for his out-
standing contributions to this
community, but for his warm,
caring and optimistic outlook
and his great capacity for
friendship.

Named conductor emeritus
by the Sun City Symphony Or-
chestra Association in April
when he retired, Jennings But-
terfield also had received the
News-Sun's first Apex Award
for ‘‘continuing exceptional
service to community’’ in
March.

The plaque given him by the
symphony association conveyed
the deep affection of his col-
leagues and commended him
for “his 13 years of boundless
devotion as developer and con-
ductor of the Sun City Sympho-
ny Orchestra, thereby winning
for Sun City and Sun City West
a place of esteem on the map of
musical America.”

That is a fitting tribute to this
gracious and talented man. It

will stand as his legacy to Sun
City.

Jan

%

AN

3,
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/laesfro Butterfield, 81, dies

memorijal service for Jennings
field, founder and 12-year mae-
the Sun City Symphony orches-
ill be held at 1} a.m. Tuesday in
erg's Golden Door Chapel. Mr.
‘field died in his home New
Day.
‘ing his first months in Sun City,
utterfield recruited and trained
:ans from Luke Air Force Base,
iniverisities and colleges, as well
community. Within a year he
I the originali 45-member Sun
symphony orchestra that pre-
1 in Mountain View Auditorium

in 1969.

Under Mr. Butterfield’s direction,
the orchestra grew to 80 members,
including 20 professionals and more
than 4¢ retired musicians from the Sun
City area.

“THOSE WERE hard-working years
and he was our guiding spirit,” said
Lois Holler, honorary member of the
symphony's board of directors. *I feel
that his passing is the end of an era. It
was a time of creativity, courage and
faith, Jennings Butterfield epitomized
that spirit.”

Fd Comins, also a founding member

of the symphony board, remembers
Mr. Butterfield as ‘‘exuberant and en-
ergetic.

‘“He was the sort of person that once
you met you could never forget,” said
Comins, assistant vice president of the
First Interstate Bank in LaRonde
Centre. “It was never if a sympheny
could be organized, it was when.”

MR. BUTTERFIELD and his wife,
Lillian, also organized the Thursday
Musicales still presented for the benefit
of the Sun City Arl{ Museum,

The maestro moved to Sun City in

1968 from Massachusetts where he
founded and conducted the Cape Cod
Symphony. He also conducted the New
Jersey Concert Symphony and headed
the music department of the West
Orange, N.J., school system.

Mr. Butterfield was a member of
the Sun City Rotary Club, Masonic
Lodge 72 in Sun City and the First
Church of Christ, Scientist.

He is survived by his wife; two
daughters, Gerri Martin of Mesa and
Jean Bolm of Woodlawn Hills, Qhio; a
brother, Charles of Warren, Ohio; and
a sister, Ina Kettelson of Baltimore.

JENNINGS BUTTERFIELD
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SC Symphony founder

readies for retirement

By CHERYL SWEET
Staff Writer

' He began playing the violin at the

age of six. While most kids were out
playing baseball, he chose to practice
his musie.

In his thirties, he founded the first of

‘three symphony orchestras he would

conduct in his career.
Characterized by a wry smile and a

~ matching sense of humor, the musician
-plans to retire shortly as conductor and

founder of the Sun Clty Symphony
Orchestra.

Having begun t.he orchestra in 1968,
Jennings Butterfield admits his stay
lasted a bit longer than the normally
accepted coénducting period with the
same symphony.

BUT HE DOESN'T feel he has
overstayed his weicome. Quite the con-
trary. At 80 years old, he frankly tells
you he will be completing his 50-year
cdnducting career with a grand f{inale.

“I'm leaving it righl on the top. I'm
doing the finest conducting I've ever
done in my life.”

Butterfieid was apparently musical-
ly inclined early in life. .

-HE REFERS TO his early indoclri-
nation Into the world of music as a
natural phenomenon. The acquisition of
his first instrument is passed off as
incidentai.

. “How I got the violin is still a
mystery to me.”’ All he remembers was
that it felt right, adding, “‘the violin
was for me immediateiy.”

Butterfieid studied violin and theory
in New York at Cortland and Bingham-
ton Conservatories of Music. Then,
moving to the New York City area, he
studied with the ‘finest teachers in
New York.”

HE WAS DIRECTOR of instrumen-
tal music in West Qrange, N.J., pubiic

schools for 30 years and went on to

start a symphony orchestra there.

Before moving to Sun City, he also
founded and conducted a symphony
orchestra in Cape Cod, Mass.

The conductor attributes his success
to natural ability and training with top
musicians.

“I HAVE HAD 1lhc most glorious
experience. 1 have had the pleasure of
studying with the [inest conductors.”

He studied violin with John King

"Roosa, Paul Stassevitch and Louis Per-

singer. He later conducted under Bern-
hard Paumgartner, a well-known Moz-
art exponent.

Possessing musical talent, Butter-
field says, is something one instinctly
knows he has. His success and confi-
dence attests to his unique talent.
‘“‘Where the talent comes from, God
knows,’ he said.

For those who arc uncertam about
becoming a professional musician, But-
terfield suggests giving the field a trial
period.

“MOST PEOPLE piay instruments
for a few years and then wisely give it
up.Pl

If things don't look promising, But-
terfield suggesls going inio banking,
law or some other ficid “‘where you can
make some money.”’

The conductor warns against expec-
tations of getting rich in the business.
“Most symphonies in the country are
always in trouble financially,” he said.

Unlike European orchestras, which
are fuily subsidized by the cilies or
states, symphonies here depend on
ticket sales and private contributions to
meet expenses, he explained.

TICKET SALES account for only 45
percent of an orchestra's operating
expenses, which stiil leaves salaries,
costs of shipping instruments and var-
ious staff expenses.

Nevertheless, Butterfield has no re-
grets on his chosen work.

He says he has enjoyed playing for
Sun Citians—possibly more than other
audiences, They have “more apprecia-
tion, have gone to symphony concerts
and are knowledgeable.”

Butterfield's last concert will be at 8
p.m. April 5 in the Sundoime.

MARCH 1981
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Slnger Mr. and Mrs. James Steele, 10146 Sutters Gold Lane, his Sun ‘City visit. From left are Peerce, Mrs. Steele,
: recently were host and hostess at cocktail party Mrs. Jennings Butterfield, Butterfield, and Steele. /
. feted honoring concert singer-opera star Jan Peerce during (News-Sun Photo) %
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THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF ARTS AND LETTERS

ARIZONA CHAPTER

May 23, 1972

Mr. Jennings Butterfield
10237 North 106th Avenue
Sun City, Arizona 85351

Dear Mr. Butterfield:

On behalf of the members of the Arizona
Valley of the Sun Chapter of the National Society
of Arts and Letters, I am pleased to invite you
to serve as a member of the Advisory Council.
Though this is largely an honorary post and there
1s no financial obligation involved, it will be a
source of great pride to us to be able to list you
with the other distinguished members of the
Council. We know you share our goals and hope
you will join us in future endeavors.

Sincerely,

. /£

Mrs. ¢ rady Gammage
Membership Chalrman

ps
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GChinese Chocolate Pot

Around 180, porcelain such
as this was of so little vafae
that it was used as ballast in
clipper ships to keep tea from
being ruined by water in the
hold. Today. this Chinese
chocolate pot is worth be-
tween 5450 and $475,

With care and attention.
fine objects appreciate with
age. Without that care. they
could be worthless.

The officers of our Trust
Division are experts at protect-
ing the assets you've taken a
lifetime to accumulate. Their
goal is to protect your money
and preserve its purchasing
power through sound invest-
ments and minimizing taxes.
For a wide range of services
to suit your immediate needs
or develop the full potential

of your estate.see us soon,
Or call 271-1328.

The
®

FIRST NATIONAL BANK (OF ARIZONA

More than a name,
it's a promise.




A Message From
Emmett R. Sarig, President
Sun City Symphony Orchestra Association

With today’s concert, we reach the finale of our first year in the
wonderful Sundome Auditorium. How fitting to have the lovely and
talented opera star, Roberta Peters, as our guest soloist.

With today’s concert also, Jennings Butterfield retires as our Con-
ductor. How fortunate we are to have had his dedicated services
and musical guidance these past thirteen years.

With the end of this concert season, my two years as President of
your Assocation terminates—years which have seen many oppor-
tunities, challenges and growth, little anticipated by this office two
years ago.

In the March 1st program, we enumerated the progress and structure - e
of the Board of Directors and Symphony Association to date. Now
let's talk about the future. In May, your new officers will be elected. They have been a part of the pro-
grams of the past years of growth and will continue to build upon the experiences of the last thirteen
years. They will strive to bring the orchestra to higher professional stature than it has ever been. They
will consistently have the choice of a wide range of top-notch guest artists from which to make these
selections. They will move from a 5,000 average attendance to a concert of an every increasing au-
dience. They will have the loyal Sun City Community support to back them up and will win acclaim as
one of the outstanding art forms offered in the Sundome. They will remain a community
orchestra with a preponderance of superb volunteer musicians and programs so wide in their range of
offerings that every audience will leave this hall with great satisfaction.

The Symphony Orchestra Guild will continue to develop community spirit and offer financial backing
and enthusiasm for a greater orchestra for tomorrow.

This orchestra will be the pride and joy of the Sun Cities and Community as in tie past, and will be lov-
ed and supported by Symphony goers as no other Community Symphony Orchestra in the nation.

Enjoy the concert.

LADIES: The Guild Previews of each concert give greater insight into the music to be performed.
We invite you to join now.

Ms. —Mrs.

Address
City ZipCode __ Telephone

Membership—$5.00 * Sun City Symphony Guild * P. O Box 1537 & SunCity, AZ 85372

Five offices in Sun City
to Serve you.

19436 R.H. Johnson Boulevard
SUUTHWEST Sun City West 584-3600
14802 North Del Webb
AUIN Sun City North 9774231
_ s Gs 9850 West Thunderbird
and Loan Association Sun City 977-8339

10700 West Bell Road
10731 West Peoria

Sun City South 933-8238




/ UPHOLSTERING DECORATING—\
C
‘;—‘:JT&’:‘Tx:EDE l N WALLPAPER
eryeciion

JACQUE HIRKO, AS.1.D., Interior Designer

— THE NAME SAYS IT ALL—

SUPERIOR CUSTOM CRAFTSMANSHIP

FOR THE DISCRIMINATING HOMEMAKER WHO
DEMANDS THE ULTIMATE IN FINE CRAFTSMANSHIP
& DISTINCTIVE DECORATOR FABRICS—

SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO ANTIQUES & HEIRLOOMS

PHOENIX YOUNGTOWN
2337 E. INDIAN SCHOOL RD. 12230 N. 112th AVE.

\ 95547170 933-0441 ﬁ

—Mention to our Advertisers that You Saw Their Ad in the Program—

TAPPAN KITCHEN AID MAYTAG

WAGON WHEEL APPLIANCE, INC.
QUALITY SALES AND SERVICE
Serving the Public Since 1959

4322 East Thomas Road, Phoenix
11124 Youngtown Avenue, Youngtown

FRIGIDAIRE AMANA GENERAL ELECTRIC

BUD MELCHER & ASSOCIATES, REALTORS
A Walter C. Leck, Manager

m 113th AVENUE PROFESSIONAL PLAZA
12600 N. 113th Avenue ® Youngtown, Arizona 85363
24 HOUR PHONE SERVICE — 7 DAYS A WEEK

(602) 972-6161

OUR SPECIALTY IS MATCHING OUR HOMES WITH YOUR NEEDS
— CALL US — WE WILL SERVE YOU WELL
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SUN CITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION
— Thirteenth Season —
P. O.Box 1417 ¢ S.C. Professional Building * 12630 - 103rd Ave., Apt. 2B
Phone 972-4484 » Office hours 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. * Sun City, AZ 85351

OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES

President ............. Emmett R. Sarig” Treasurer . .. .......... Sterling Atkinson*
Vice President .. ... ... James H. Handley* Assistant Treasurer . . . Christian ). Meislahn
Vice President . . .. ... ... Irene A. Lawder* Secretary . . .......... Russell 5. Warren”
Assistant Secretary . ... ... .. Lois Knutson
Mary E. Bender Charles G. Eubank Kathryn {Kay} Kissinger
Mabel R. Bigelow Robert H. Felix Millard R. Kreinheder
George M. Blaesi® Mary Sabel Girard" Wayne Perrill
Ruth Bone Breitel Haire John H. Smith*
Ernest A. Brittain Richard J. Hammon® Ann V. Walling
Norman A. Christensen Leonard C. Hobert* Donald G. Williams

George N. Copes

HONORARY CHARTER TRUSTEES

J. George Bender Lois V. Holler Paul W. Waltz
Edward I. Comins, Jr. Marion H. Michel Clyde P. Wells

" Member Executive Committee

We're proud to help support
the arts in Sun Clty o

19424 R.H. Johnson 8lvd. 10451 Palmeras Drive ) Serving l!'le
Sun City Wesl, Arizona 85375 Sun City, Arizona 85373 insurance needs of Sun City
584-4200 974-6021 for over three decades.
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Dave Willetts, Vice Presid

-

ent,Valley Bank Trust i .

i & .

One very good reason why we've reached over
$3 billion in trust assets.

You can't always be specific needs. Personalized  is also one of the nation’s
where we are. So to serve because they live and work  largest banks. With over
your trust needs we go right here in Arizona. 195 branch offices that
where you are. That’s the We're proud that our make it a lot easier to do
commitment the people of people can offer you more  your business with us.
Valley National Bank have  financial resources and Give us a call soon at
in serving your personal unique services than any 977-4265 in Sun City and
and financial concerns in other trust operation in Ari-  talk to the people who
every way we can. Profes- zona. The kind that have take more pride in their
sionals like Sun City's Dave  put us over the $3 billion business and in your busi-
Willetts giving every bitof ~ mark in trust assets. And ness. People who go out
personal attention to your into the top 5% of trust of their way for you.

divisions in the country.
Valley National Bank
We go out of our way for you.

The Trust Division. Valley National Bank €5~

MEMAER £OIC

—4_
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The Orchestra Members

FIRST VIOLINS

Frank Spinosa,
Caoncertmeister
Ted S. Dziubek,

Ass’t. Concertmeister

Charles Staubach
Joseph Bock

Edith Perrill

Emil Barberich

W. Bruce Fye
Lynden A. Howarth
Albert Michels

Elien Lockwood
Homer Martin
Frank Gray

Edward Shindler
Wilma Lane

Jeane Windau
Dorothy Memmer
William Ambrazevich

SECOND VIOLINS

Harold Mealy,
Principal
Janet Herrold
Henry Krug
Clare Newill
Addelle Staubach
Sandra Henriquez
Herbert Rigoni
William Ransom
Leslie Worth
Ruth Kugler
Jewe] Heffelman
Esther Gaintner
Margaret Roebke
Wilheimina J. Satina
Abraham Meth

VIOLAS

Nathan Rosenbluth.
Principal
Fred J. Huber
Mary O. Schwarz
William Magers
Jamie Johnson
Albert Satina
Lydia Thaiheimer
Denice Haney
Judy Davis
Paul Anderson

CELLOS

Paul deBourg.
Principal
Elaine M. Nickel
Helen Michels
Eugene Groden
Mary Wilkening
Charlotte Emmons
Isabelle Halley
Bess Wigutoff
Helen Healy

STRING BASSES

James Halderman.
Principal

Henry Incardcna

Susan Clover

Claire Marsteen

Harold Anoe

Walter Fandrich

FLUTES

Carl Moore.
Principal
Bruce Bade

OBOES

Leonard Portney.
Principal
Ruby Vineyard

CLARINETS

Robert Hoffman.
Principal
Allen Kissinger

BASSOONS

Beryl Dulsky.
Principal
Ann Harty

FRENCH HORNS

Ethan Dulsky,
Principal
Douglas Akey
Wilbur Lockwood
Michael Orlikoft

TRUMPETS

Leslie Watson Lindner,
Principal

Steve Razo

Ron Phillips

TROMBONES

Jay Bulen
Principal

Samuel Cohen

Kenneth Lindner

TUBA
Fred Buehman

PERCUSSION

Barry Larkin
Scott Evans

TIMPANI
Samuel Nock

HARP
Ester McLaughlin

ORCHESTRA
MEMBERS EMERITUS

Harriet Lattin
A. A. Papermaster

PERSONNEL MANAGER
Fred J. Huber

LIBRARIAN
Nathan Rosenbluth

STAGE MANAGERS

Charles Eubank
Norman Wigutoff

Sun City Travel Service

“Just pack — We’ll do the rest”’

10777 Grand Ave. — Grand Center — 974-6061
10748 W. Bell Rd. — Bell Camino — 974-3607
Sun City’s Oldest Travel Agency




SUNBOWL PLAZA/ LA RONDE CENTRE EAST
%ﬁl ELERS

* Pracious Stones * Fine Watches » Appraisin
* Diamond Settings * Watch & Jewsiry ﬂmm?rg

Also Stores in Metro Center, Phoenix & Scotisdale

suN . MEMBER AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

BOWL PLAZA LA RONDE CENTRE EAST
10Tth AVE. & PEORIA @ 14629 N. DEL WEBB BLVD.
Talephone 933-3023 or 933-1243, Telephone 974-5860 or 974-5869

—NMention to our Advertisers that You Saw Their Ad in the Program—

Licensed with the State of Arizona Registrar of Contractors

Saving Energy Isn’t a Fad—It's Your Future!

Youngtown and Sun City’s only custom shade and blind shop can
show you how to solve your sun problems—Save on your next
utility bill and enjoy your privacy.

Your Local Rdm Dealer

The Exterior Shield Controlled from the Inside Security, Light and
Heat Control . . . Proven for Decades in Europe.

Outside Wood Roll Ups — Joanna Custom Window Shades —
Woven Woods — Shutters — Louver Blind Verticals —
Repairs and Service — Dealers for “Valco” Energizesr Windows.

209% OFF All Flexalum 1” Blinds
Exclusive Dealer for “Desert Craft” Outdoor Furniture

Susdows Shades|Aud Blinds

11122 Alabama Ave.
in Youngtown Plaza

974-8701
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Corporate Contributors

to whom we are grateful

GRANTOR
Sun City Symphony Guiid
The Rotary Clubs of Sun City

DONORS

Sun City Bell Lions Club
Valley National Bank

Del E. Webb Corporation
Western Savings & Loan

BENEFACTORS

Arizona Public Service Company
Arizona Republic & Phoenix Gazette
Blake Publishing Company

First Federal Savings & Loan Association
First National Bank of Arizona
Honeywell. Inc.

Mountain Bell

Safeway Stores. Inc.

Trantina Insurance Agency - Youngtown

{Continued on Page 9)

FORD’S o
WORLD For Courteous, Efficient

TRAVEL Travel Counselling,

— NOW — . .
TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS Visit

SUN CITY WEST SUN CITY
CAMINO DEL SOL LA RONDE FORD,S WORLD TRA VEL
SHOPPING CENTER SHOPPING CENTRE
Tel. 584-4422 Tel. 933-8256

Deposits Insured to

$40.000.00 by the Federal
C @, Deposit insurance Corporation.

(Member F.0.1.C.) 105th Ave. & Grand
Sun City, Az.
85351
Phone 933-1384

HOURS: 9amto 3p.m. Monday thru Thursday
9am.to6p.m. Friday
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A i “Just Like a Symphony with Many Variations”

Glonoo 2>

GIFTS & BATH

BELL CAMINO CENTER

10738 W. BELL ROAD
933-2221

SUN CITY, AZ 85351

Diamonds
Jewelry

SCHUBACHNL -

“‘Famous for Diamonds'’ JEWELERS Gold Mountings

BELL CAMINO CENTER » PHONE 933-7277
10740 E.BELL RD. » SUNCITY, ARIZ. 85351

Expert Watch & Jewelry Repair
Goldsmith in Residence

Thank you “‘Sun City Symphony’’ for a
Great Contribution to the Community.

[
OW — OF SUN CITY

The Complete Store for Women

SUN BOWL PLAZA BELL CAMINO
933-8231 933-1363

SHichors Fapis ﬁ (k0 V4 g
e - 1oy Uﬁd‘(ﬂ? E@(]@S

cheese come |

LOCATED CONVENIENTLY AT..

BELL CAMINO CENTER VALLEY WEST MALL
Bell Rd. & Del Webb Bivd. 59th Ave. & Northern
Sun City, Arizona Glendale, Arizona

AMERICA'S LEADING CEEESE STORES.
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Corporate Contributors ..., from Page 7)

Al Mart Cards & Gifts - Greenway Terrace, Sun City

Bakatari Imports - Gifts & Bath Accessories, Arrowhead Mall. Peoria

Chiropractic Information Bureau - Emergencies. Referrals. Information. 277-7514
Home Federal Savings & Loan Association

Seeley, Mullins, Donaldson Co. Ltd.. Bell Plaza, Sun City

Sil-Vana's Fashions, Women’s Apparal, Greenway Terrace, Sun City

Sun City Nursery, Peoria Avenue, Peoria

Yucca Warehouse Liquors, 12006 N. 111th Ave.. Youngtown

Musicians’ Club of Sun City

A.J. J. Crystal Charm Lamp Shop. Youngtown

Abbotts Men's Shop, Bell Camino Center. Sun City

AmRic Book Store, Arrowhead Center, East Mall, Peoria

Arizona Carriage Company - Yamaha Golf Carts. Youngtown

Baker Bros. - Floor Coverings, Sun Bowl Plaza. Sun City

A, J. Bayless Markets, Inc.

Bill's Pharmacy. 10228 Coggins Drive. Sun City

Brice Hardware & Equipment Co., Grand Ave., Peoria

Cheese House of Sun City, Greenway Terrace, Sun City

Denny’s Complete Decorating Services. Youngtown

A. G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. - Investments. Bell Plaza, Sun City
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, Inc., 9744 W. Bell Road, Sun City
Pete Nelson Automotive Specialists - 103rd & Olive, Sun City

The O'Malley Companies

Peoria Cleaners & Laundry, Peoria

Rural Metro Fire Dept.

Smithfield Meats, 12234 N. 112th Ave.. Youngtown

Sun City-Youngtown Printers, 11127 Nevada Ave.. Youngtown

W. Wachter Co. - Handwriting Expert. 10224 N 109th Ave.. Sun City

OROWMZOWWM

NZO0X=-3p»T

e

“We mean business...
and we’d like yours!”

THUNDERBIRD BANK

Sun City Office
13250 North Del Webb Boulevard
(602) 242-1111

Other Offices
Phoenix ® Glendale ® Mesa ® Tempe

Opening soon at Scottsdale Road and Thunderbird Road

Arizona Owned & Operated Since 1965
Member FDIC H"H

i
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a‘Ronde Centre

CIRCLE ¢ OF FINE SHOPS and SERVICES N

~SUN CITY'S FAMOUS

BANKS
ARIZONA BANK
FIRST NATIONAL BANK .

BARBERS
LAKES WEST BARBER SHOP

BEAUTY SALONS

... 262-2641
.. 271-6951

FASHIONS CONTINENTAL BEAUTY SALON .

FINESSE BEAUTY SALON .

CLEANERS & LAUNDRIES
BECRAFT'S CLEANERS

ORAPERIES & CURTAINS
CUSTOM MADE
LAURA'S DRAPERY BOUTIOUES

FABRICS
WORLD OF FABRICS

FLORISTS
SUN CITY FLORISTS & GIFTS

FURNITURE
MAYD'S HOME FURNISHINGS

GLASS — STAINED & LEADED
GLASSART STUDIO

GREETING CARDS & GIFTS
BRDWN'S CARD & PARTY CENTER
R J's LUGGAGE & GIFTS
SUN CITY FLORIST & GIFTS

HEALTH FOOD STORES
Hi-HEALTH

INDIAN JEWELRY
THE TURQUQISE CENTER

JEWELERS
PAUL JOHNSON JEWELERS

LUGGAGE DEALERS & REPAIRS
R.J.'s LUGGAGE & GIFTS

MARKETS
LOW COST MARKET

MEN'S WEAR
QUINN & LOE MEN'S CLOTHIERS

977-2762
974-3673

977-5361

933-8261

977-4892

974-5831

9774221

977-8924

977-3722
974-1822
974-5831

. 977-8337

972-4114

974-3869

. 974-1822

977-4293

977-4965

OPTICAL GOODS
ARIZONA OPYICAL DISPENSERS ... ... ... 977-2562

ORGANS
HASSLER'S HOME ENTERTAINMENT CTR. _077-4243

PATIO FURNITURE

MAYO'S PATIO & OINETTES .. .. 977-5421
PHARMACIES

REVCOORUG .. . .. L 933-0101
PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT
& SUPPLIES

LARONDE CAMERA & COLORLAB ... ... 977-2062
REAL ESTATE

OEL WEBB RESALE . .974-7606
RESTAURANTS

SABATINO'S ITALIAN KITCHEN . 977-7471
SAVINGS & LDAN

CANYON SAVINGS & LOAN ... ... ..., 972-1195

FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS .. .. ... ... ... 248-4254

SOUTHWEST SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOC. .. 977-4231
SERVICE STATIONS — GAS & DIL

EXXONSTATION ... ... ... . .977-7351
SHOES (MEN, WOMEN)

LARUSHOESALON .. . 977-4718

TELEVISION & RADIO
SALES & SERVICE
HASSLER'S HOME ENTERTAINMENT CTR. .977-4243

THEATRES

ALCOTHEATRE . . . ... ... ... 977-3511
TITLE COMPANIES

ARIZONA TITLE & TRUSTCO. ... ... ..972-194
TRAVEL AGENCIES

FORD'S WORLD TRAVEL ... ... ..933-8256

WOMEN'S APPAREL
DAISY PATCH DRESS SHOP . .. ... .. 977-7811
FASHIONS CONTINENTAL DRESS SHOP . . .977-3333
NORBY'S FASHIONS

LA RONDE CENTRE is located on Del Webb Blvd.,
a mile north of Grand and a mile south of Bell.
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To Bus or Not to Bus??

This season we have been able to offer bus transportation from Sun City to the Sundome for
our Symphony Concerts. Surprisingly 235 persons took advantage of this service—far in ex-
cess of what we had anticipated. In fact we were unable to accommodate all the late requests.

Now we are offering the same service for next season’s concerts and such notice was included
with applications for the 1981-82 series. The advantages are many:

A. For persons with sight or health problems and cannot drive, this enables them to be pick-
ed up near their homes, brought to near the Sundome entrance and after the concert to be
returned to their location in Sun City.

B. Driving in crowds is somewhat hazardous and aggravating. Traffic is heavy with several
thousand automobiles all destined for one location, with stop and go situations both arriving
and leaving the Sundome.

C. Parking space is ample, but many locations are quite distant from the entrance and walk-
ing to and from your car has physical limitations as well as weather (heat or rain) problems.

D. Peace of mind. You reach the Sundome in mental and physical relaxation, and return
home with the enjoyment of the concert uppermost in your mind. As Greyhound says,
“Leave the driving to us.”

E. The cost is $4.50 per round trip. It is calculated to cover the busing expense only but
there may be a shortfall because next season’s rates are to be increased by the P.5.C.
However, the Trustees are willing to underwrite any shortage because of the service and
convenience it offers our subscribers.

At intermission and after this concert a representative of the Board of Trustees will be at the
center of the auditorium with application cards if you need one. You can identify him because
of his red coat. This may be your last opportunity to avail yourself of this service for next
season.

THE NEW ENCORE MODELS IN SUN CITY WEST
CARRY THIS EXCLUSIVE LABEL . ..

Ty

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICE
FURNITURE » CARPET » ACCESSORIES

974-3643
GREENWAY TERRACE CENTER



A Prelude to Progress

ne note cannot stand alone. It takes a myriad to weave a melody
O and form the perfect chords of harmony to make a song that stirs
the heart and leaves one better for the listening.

During the past 50 years your savings have been the notes that
gave strength to a melody of Western Savings, Together, your savings
dollars with others’ forined the chords that laid the foundation for our
great state’s progress over the past half century.

At Western, we like to think we played the role of a good conductor
who helped lead this growth to a full and glorious conclusion. Yet, we
hope the finale is not an end —but only a prelude to an even sweeter song.

WESTERN SAVINGS.
The foresight people.
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VENI ... VIDI. .. VICI
a tribute to Jennings Butterfield

Founding Music Director . . . and for thirteen seasons
CONDUCTOR of the SUN CITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

In 1967 Jennings and his charming wife, Lillian, came to Sun City to enjoy the fruits of their careers . . .
he as violinist, educator and conductor in prestigious Essex County, New Jersey . . . she as women'’s
fashion coordinator for a huge Manhattan department store.

VENI . . . Jennings CAME to Del Webb's Sun City.

VIDI . . . He SAW a community that offered its residents nearly every recreational and cultural op-
portunity except the making and enjoyment of full-scale symphonic music,

VICI . . . He CONQUERED this need by devoting nearly every waking hour of the next fourteen
years to the establishment, development and conducting of the Sun City Symphony orchestra . . .
thereby winning for Sun City and its new neighbor, Sun City West, a place of esteem on the Map of
Musical America.

On Saturday, March 7, 1981, the Sun City-Youngtown NEWS-SUN awarded its first APEX AWARD
to our beloved Maestro Jennings Butterfield “for continuing exceptional service to community”. In a
subsequent news release, Sun City Symphony Orchestra Association President, Emmett R. Sarig, ex-
panded on this, saying: “Our Maestro has brought together a solid nucleus of talented musicians, and
has developed our orchestra into the splendid Sun City Symphony of which we are so proud today . . .
a tremendous contribution to this community”.

Following this evening’s concert, Jennings wishes to give his dear Lillian and himself “a chance to
discover first-hand whether Resort-Retirement Living is all that Sun City friends and neighbors claim it
to be”. [ wouldn't be surprised, however, to pick up the phone some day, and hear Jennings say:
“Lillian and | had another of our two to four A.M. cocoa-by-stereo conferences last night. Now, don’t
you agree that it's about time that Sun City and Sun City West had their own opera company . . . "

You know, it was just this sort of Butterfield optimism and teamwork that gave us our fine symphony
orchestra.

Bromm
Chevrolet
Oldsmobile
Buick

GET OUR DEAL —
WE TRADE FOR LESS

Toll free phone from Sun City: 258-4120
WICKENBURG, ARIZONA

Highway 60 685-5436
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The Conductor’s Corner
JENNINGS BUTTERFIELD

Music Director and Conductor

What a glorious experience it has been to work these thirteen
years with this fine orchestra and to have had the support of such a
loyal and knowledgeable audience! I feel that, like these marvelous
it;r:“Cities, it has been a period of unusual progress and achieve-

.What better way for my finale could there be than to have as
soloist one of the great internationally known sopranos! Looking
back over these thirteen seasons, | realize that we have had a parade
of great artists as soloists. For this we should be grateful to the Sun
City Symphony Board for having had the courage and fore-sight to
make all this possible.

My sincere thanks to all these fine and dedi
dare say affectionate, during all these years,

The entrance on the scene of our Symphony Guild, through its many activities, has been a joy to
the conductor and orchestra members alike. What nice things they have done for us!

And last but not least, my Lillian, who in the beginning was secretary, attendance taker, chair
setter-upper, etc., and who has been my behind-the-scenes constant inspiration all ‘

cated orchestra members who have been so loyal, and |

these years.

Our Guest Artist

ROBERTA PETERS
Sopranc

The gala concluding concert of our 1980-81 Subscription
Season features ROBERTA PETERS, soprano of the Metropolitan
Opera. She is one of the foremost singers on the operatic scene
today, having celebrated her 30th consecutive season with the Met
last fall, a record unequaled in the Met's history.

Miss Peters grew up in the Bronx, where her amazing voice
attracted the attention of tenor Jan Peerce. At age 13, she began
voice lessons and extensive studies in language, ballet, drama, and
music. Six years later Sol Hurok was so impressed by her prodigious

' talent that he signed her as client, despite her young age and total
lack of professional experience. Soon afterwards she auditioned for Rudolf Bing, general manager of
the Met, who was so impressed that he offered her a contract, calling for the 19-year old soprano to
make her debut in a difficult role in Mozart's “Magic Flute”. However, prior to her scheduled debut, she
was called with only a few hours notice to replace an ailing soprano in Mozart’s “Don Giovanni”. Her
surprise debut created a sensation—and she has since starred in 37 roles at the Met alone.

She appears regularly throughout the world with orchestras, on television and radio, in solo
recitals, and in major opera houses. She portrays major heroines of standard repetoire, especially
those requiring virtuosic coloratura ability, such as those of Donizetti and Rossini. and other styles as
well, such as heroines of Puccini, Verdi, and Menotti. She has had works dedicated to her by
Khachaturian, Creston, and Roy Harris: and sang the premiere of a new work by Darius Milhaud in
Carnegie Hall.

She became the first American to be awarded the coveted Bolshoi Medal, an honor usually reserv-
ed for outstanding Soviet artists.

She has expanded her field of performance to become one of the top-drawing artists in summer
theater productions, such as “The King and I, “Bittersweet”. and “The Merry Widow", playing to sold-
out houses. She is the author of DEBUT AT THE MET. and has earned criticai acclaim for her recor-
dings for RCA, DGG, Columbia, and Decca. She also devotes much of her time to fund-raising for the
Cystic Fibrosis Fund.

Miss Peters appears with the Sun City Symphony Orchestra this evening under arrangement with
1.C.M. Antists Ltd., New York, Sheldon Gold, President.
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Program

THIRTEENTH SEASON — SIXTY-THIRD SUBSCRIPTION CONCERT
SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 1981

8 P.M. — SUNDOME AUDITORIUM

SUN CITY SYMPHONY QORCHESTRA
JENNINGS BUTTERFIELD, CONDUCTOR
ROBERTA PETERS, SOPRANO, SOLOIST

Star SpangledBanner . .. ... ... ... Francis Scott Key
I
Symphony No. 35 (The Haffner) .. .. ... ... . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . .. . ... .. W. A Mozart
I Allegro con spirito
Il Andante
Il Menuetto
[V Presto
Il
Voiche sapete from “The Marriage of Figaro™ . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... . ... ... .. ... W. A Mozart
Voiaveteuncorfidele ... ... . .. .. . . W._A. Mozart
Quel guardo il cavaliere from “Don Pasquale™ .. . ... . ... ... . ... .. ... ... . .. ..., G. Donizettt

ROBERTA PETERS, SOLOIST
INTERMISSION

v
Selections from The Student Prince ([n Heidelbergy ... ... ... ... ... ... ... Sigmund Romberg
Orch. by Walter Paul

vV
Meine Lippen from “Giuditta™ . . ... ... ... .. .. Lehar
Vienna, My City Of Dreams . . . ... ... ... .. . . . . .. . . . . ... ... Rudolf Sieczynski
Arr. by William C. Schoenfeld
Villa Lehar

ROBERTA PETERS, SOLOIST

VI

Selections from “My FairLady™ . . . .. ... .. . .. .. Frederick Loewe

Arr. by Robert Russell Bennett

We Proudly Present OUTSTANDING GUEST ARTISTS for the 1981-82 Concert Season

Nov. 1, 1981 ROBERT MERRILL, Baritone
He has performed as guest soloist with every major orchestra in the United States. “One of the great
natural baritones of the century™.

Dec. 6, 1981 LEONARD ROSE, Cellist
Rose has been described as a musician of such magnitude that it is inappropriate to compare him to any
other Cellist-—past or present.

Jan. 24, 1982 PETER NERO, Pianist-conductor
Music director and principal conductor of the “Philly Pops”. His universal appeal has resulted in record
breaking album sales and sell-out performances all over the world.

Feb. 28, 1982 WINNER of the Sun City Symphony young artist competition to be held in December.

April 4, 1982 CARMEN BALTHROP, Lyric soprano
Widely acclaimed wherever she appears. this young Metropolitan Opera star has been guest artist w:th
many noted Symphenies and Opera Companies.

Ushers have been instructed not to seat anyone while a musical selection is in progress.
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You’re reading this program
because the sound of

Music

IS important in your life!
ir
That’s why Hassler’s
brings you the finest
in the sounds of music!

FAMOUS Thomas ORGANS

and the greatest names in television

g AMGA

SYWWANIA SONY.TV

And we back up all these superb products with our expert
personal service and the most modern repair equipment !

:‘\‘l’ 1”/:
7 ' | [ 3

Home Entertainment Ceniers Ji

Loy ZAR
La Ronde Centre West * 977-4243

\ 14646 N. Del Webb Bivd. f
i T
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Program Notes April 5, 1981 by James Handley

THE “HAFFNER SYMPHONY™ (1782) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Symphony in D major, No. 35, (K. 385) (1756-1791)

The most popular of Mozart's earlier symphonies was written at the request of Sigmund Haffner,
Burgomaster of Salzburg. It was completed the year of Mozart’s marriage to Constanze Weber, sister of
Aloysia whom he had earlier loved and lost. During his two “honeymoon years” Mazart also wrote five
piano concertos, an opera (The Abduction From the Seraglio), The Linz Symphony. five of the
“Haydn” quartets, two sonotas, and the Great Mass in C minor.

The “Haftner Symphony” departed from the classical norm by presenting only one principal theme
in the first movement and by projecting that theme immediately in the full orchestra. At the point where
a second subject was customarily introduced, Mozart repeated the initial theme in a different key. After
a brilliant contrapuntal development of the principal subject, he introduced a subsidiary idea by way of a
brief interlude in the violins . . . a lyrical preparation for the gentle remanza-like slow movement with its
solumn interlude for the woodwinds.

The minuet movement is characteristically graceful. In the trio section, however, Mozart inter-
jected a pastoral beauty not often found in courtly symphonic minuets.

With his typical verve, Mozart specified in a letter that the concluding movement should be played
as fast as possible. 1t opens with soft, fleet, almost cat-like agility. The second subject. continuing in the
strings, is a bit more relaxed, though still requiring nimble bowing.

“Voi che sapete” from THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARQ" Premiere, Vienna, 1776 W. A. Mozart

Figaro and Susanna, servants to Count and Countess Almaviva, have set the date for their wed-
ding, but the Count continues making improper advances to Susanna thus distressing the Countess.
Dr. Bartolo (Figaro's enemy) has an elderly housekeeper, Marcellina, who wants to marry Figaro,
herself. A young page, Cherubino. just wants to continue playing the field. Thus. the stage is set for
the grandest of comedies, rife with tangles stemming from half-heard conversations and mistaken iden-
tities. Susanna, the one sensible character, sorts out the ensuing melee by rejecting the Count, marry-
ing Bartolo off to Marcellina, matching Cherubino to a peasant girl, and wedding Figaro. “Voi che
sapete” is sung by Cherubino disguised as Susanna in an attempt to make the Count appear ridiculous.

{Continued on Page 19}

A special kind of bank
For people with special kinds of needs

»

UNITED BANK

OF ARIZONA

3 convenient locations to serve you

Sun City
Sun City North Corner of 89th Ave. and Sun City West
18810 99th Ave. Thunderbird Blvd. (24-Hour Ugly Teller location)
Just north of Union Hills Drive 248-2350 19440 R. H, Johnson Blvd.
248-2490 584-4303

MEMBER FDIC
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Your everyday world
needs news every day.

The great composers of the past lived in a time when
news traveled very slowly. The happenings that make
news — decisions of national leaders, scientific discoveries,
?v&en disasters — happened daily then, just as they do

oday.

But the impact of events on everyday people was
determined then by the knots of a sailing ship or the pace
of a horse or word of mouth, rather than the afternoon
home delivery of a newspaper.

Your world of intellectualism — music, art, philosophy,
literature — can be filled with the timeless classics that
you keep in your home or your heart to take out and enjoy
at leisure. But your everyday world needs news every day.

In focus on your world.

st NEWS-SUN

with offices at 10020 and 10102 Santa Fe Drive in Sun City (602) 977-8351

Sun City Water Company  Sun City West Utilities Company

15626 North Del Webb Boulevard 13569 Camino Del Sol
Sun City, Arizona 85351 Sun City West, Arizona 85375

Our sincere congratulations to the Sun City
Symphony Orchestra on your premier season
' in the magnificient Sundome.

WE WISH YOU SUCCESS!
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Program Notes (Continued jrom Page 17)
“Voi avete un cor fidele” (K. 217) Introduced, Salzburg, 1775 W. A. Mozart

It was not uncommeon for composers of Mozart’s day to add arias to operas of other composers
(vocal “cadenzas”, if you will) to exhibit the virtuosity of particular singers. The glorious example Miss
Peters presents this evening was so composed as an embellishment upon the opera Le NOZZE by
Baldassare Galuppi (1706-1785).

Galuppi was a Venitian organist-turned-opera composer whose comic works so influenced his
contemporaries (all the way from London to St. Petersburg) that he is often called “the father of
OPERA BUFFA".

Mozart composed “Vot avete . . .” in rondo form with variations upon an andante grazioso and an
allegro in complex alternation. The text is after Carlo Geldoni (1707-1793) the immensely popular
ltalian dramatist who was librettist for Le NOZZE and many other of Galuppi's one-hundred “hit”
operas.

“Quel quardo il cavaliere” from DON PASQUALE Gaetano Donizetti
Premieres, Paris— 1843, New York—1846 (1797-1848)

The premiere of this three-act opera buffa at the Theatre des Italiens in Paris enjoyed one of the
most notable casts ever assembled. Pasquale was played by Lablache, about whom Ernest Newman
has written, “opera has perhaps never seen or heard his like before or since”. Norina was played by
Giulia Grisi, the celebrated soprano for whom Bellini had created the lead in | Puritani (Paris, 1835). At
the time of the premiere Donizetti was the most celebrated composer in Europe. He had just been
granted an honorary title by the Emperor of Austria. ‘Don Pasquale” was his sixty-third opera, and
many historians consider it to be his finest. It adheres to the best traditions of Italian opera buffa. The
characters are everyday people, and their problems are the little complications of everyday life. As
usual there are several amatory misunderstandings, but unlike the principals in Donizetti's “Lucia di
Lammermoor” everyone ultimately comes to live happily ever after.

In Act I, Don Pasquale is opposed to the love affair of his nephew Ernesto and the beautiful young
widow Norina. Dr. Malatesta, intent on aiding the young lovers, launches a plot whereby the old
bachelor, Pasquale, is led to believe that an imaginary sister of Malatesta has a crush on him. Unaware
of the plot that will require her to masquerade as Malatesta’s sister in a mock marriage to her lover’s
uncle, Norina reflects about love and her confidence that she is well schoocled in the subtle art of winning
a man’s heart, singing, “Quel guardo il cavaliere.”

Mayo’s has the Largest
Selection of Upholstered

Furniture, Dinettes and Patio
Furniture in Sun City.
Selection ... Value . .. Quality . ..

HOME FURNISHINGS Service, from the Oldest

14672 N. DEL WEBB BLVD. . . .
Furniture Patio & Dinettes Furniture Store in Sun C"Y-

9774221 977-5421

We Care Enough
and Do Our
JARRETTS Very Best

MEMBER

M RIZONA B5351 f Y ’
13414 N. 89TH AVENUE‘.\\\‘ l‘ﬂ;,a SUN CITY. A N Or Ou ]

SASTRG
B

Greenway Terrace Center Ph. 933-8296
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purpose only.

Members of the Association 1980-81

So many of our subscribers have become Members of the Association for the coming concert season,
an encouraging sign that your Trustees and Officers are on the right track in programming guest artists
and the type of music you enjoy. It indicates a special interest and support which cannot be shown in
any other way. Since this is not a “for profit” corporation all the extra dollars thus received will show up
in constant improvement and refinement of our programming, and will be carefully allocated for that

annual meeting if at all possible.

BENEFACTORS
Mary A. Barber
Mr. and Mrs. A. V. Bender
Mr. and Mrs. B. A. Burks
Mr. and Mrs. George N. Copes
Col. and Mrs. Harry T. Dykman
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis P. Favorite
Mrs. Tom C. Haire
Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Hammon
James H. Handley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Hird
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard C. Hoberl
Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey K. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Millard R. Kreinheder
Mr. and Mrs. H. Z. Martin
Mr. and Mis. Carl W. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Russell H. Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Patlisan
Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Pippel
Mr. and Mzs. Herbert S. Rigoni
Helen and Walter E. Schneider
Dr. and Mrs. E. F. Scoutten
Mr. and Mrs. Harry F. Scribner
Dr. and Mrs. William Shields
Mrs. Johnston B. Shimer
Betty and Sterling Spears
Mr. and Mrs. R. V. Walling
Brig. Gen. & Mrs. Robert W. Williams

SPONSORS

Clare L. Newill

Chaplain and Mrs. Wayne Nickel
Dr. and Mrs. James A. Olson
Mr. and Mrs. Clint Poertner

Mr. and Mrs. George Royer

Mr. and Mrs. J. Heywood Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Bertil Stade

Mr. and Mrs. John K. Stomr
Kenneth P. Stricker

Adeline E. Vogt

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Williams
Mrs. E. W. Wuthnowz

PATRONS

Mrs. Loren Aaker

My and Mrs. Wiilard 1. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Backhaus
Mr. and Mrs. Harold F. Beaver
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson L. Bigelow
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Blaesi
Ruth Bone

Marjarie Boone

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Brissette

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brumder
Mr. and Mrs_ Kenneth H. Burrell
Dr. and Mrs. Norman A. Christensen
Mrs. Raymond E. Corson

Mr. and Mrs. Rotert R. Craig
Mr. and Mrs. Logan B. Darrall

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

and Mrs. Sterling K. Atkinson
and Mrs. Frank L. Benson
and Mrs. Lee F. Blum

and Mrs. Ernest Brittain

Mr.
Mr

Mr.
Mr.
Dr.

and Mrs.
and Mrs.
and Mrs.
and Mrs.

and Mrs.

Paul R. de Bourg
Albert W. Dickey
A_ C. Dickieson
Ted 5. Dziubek
Robert H. Felix

Miss Carolyn L. Buser

Mr. and Mrs. W. Robert Deininger
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. C. Dulfy

Mr, and Mrs. Charles G. Eubank
Mrs. Grace Gage

Dr, and Mrs. R. A. Girard

Mr. and Mrs. H. Franklin Kemp
Mr. and Mrs_ J. M. “Jack”™ Kissinger
Mrs. A E. Kolehmainen

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Lowe

Mr. and Mrs. Sanford F. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. C. D. Meislahn

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mitchell

e

Please enroll me (us) as a member of the Sun City Symphony Orchestra Ass'n. for 1981-82
(] BENEFACTOR ...
(] SPONSOR.....

{Contributions to the Sur City Symphony Orchestra Association are Tax Exempt)

MR.
MRS,
MiISS

Mrs. Reuben H. Ford

Mrs. K. M. Forsythe

Mr. and Mrs. Erwin A. Gaumnitz
Mr. and Mrs. W. Marshall Giesecke
M:rs. Mary Graeser

Mrs. Harry Y. Green

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Holland
Mrs. Margaret Huffine

Mr. and Mrs. R. [. Jacobson

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd M. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Harold T. Karns
Mr. and Mrs. John Kennedy

L LT

100.00 And Over PATRON
60.00 [ FRIEND

Last Name

ADDRESS __

B B B 8l et gt 8 gt 0.

e T I T L T

LIST IN PROGRAM AS FOLLOWS J— -

MAIL TO: SUN CITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION
. 0. BOX 1417, SUN CITY, ARIZONA 85372
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...... 40.00

First Name

So we do want to say ‘thank you very much’. Have a pleasant summer and attend the

Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. Kerry
Dr. and Mrs. Rober Kierland
M. and Mrs. LeRoy Kinsey

Mr. and Mrs. Elmo G. Knutson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Komar
M:. and Mrs. Alexander Konkle
Mr. and Mrs. Gail E. Lancaster
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lawder

Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur D. Lockwood Jr.
Mrs. Charles E. Lynde

Cr. and Mrs. Mark R. Marshall
Mrs. Ruth M. Maxam

Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. McCleester
Loraine Meusey

James P. Murphy

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond E. Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Pageler
Mr. and Mrs. 5. Norman Park
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Perill

Mr. and Mrs. Terence G. Potter
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Price

Dr. Clark and Alice Rominger
Mr. and Mrs. Eminett B. Sarig
Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Sellin

Mr. and Mrs. Marion Shideler
Mrs. H. P. Skoglund

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold H. Sluter
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Spiegel
Mrs. Odice Steed

Mr, and Mrs. Arthur Sweet

Mrs. Les A. Thayer

Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Tope
Mr. and Mrs. E. F. Twieg
Charles and Marian Walker

Mr. and Mrs. Russell S. Warren
Mrs, Lewis C. Waterbury

Mr. and Mrs, Frank H. Weiner
Mr. and Mrs. J. Howard Westing
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W, Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Wright

Mr. and Mrs. Nat Zausner

FRIENDS
Mes. Gerla Abeles
Mr. and Mrs. Merwyn Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Argersinger
{Cont. an Page 23)

The following coupon is an invitation to you to become a Member of the Association for the calendar
vear 1981-82 and names of members will be published in all programs next season. We hope that you

will join this distinguished group of supporters. May we count you among them?
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SHEARSON LOEB RHOADES, INC.
Member New York and All Principal Exchanges
Accounts Insured up to $500,000

Contact any one of our friendgly Investment Executives
for all your investment needs.

ROY HARKINS ED BRANCH
CHARLES TINKHAM PETE HARTSUFF
ED TOMP RCGER WOOD
LEW CARNS StD ANDERS

WHEN THE QUESTION IS MONEY, THE ANSWER IS SHEARSON
Located in the Greenway Shopping Center, 99th Ave. and Greenway
15456 N. 99th Avenue . Sun City . 933-0191

ACRO 7V & APPLIANCE CENTER

Authorized Factory Service — Zenith & RCA
Serving Sun City-Youngtown Area 10 years

Antenna installations — Second Qutlets
Fast — Courteous — Dependable

AMEMBER Sun Bowl Plaza
Electronics Assoctation 107th & Peoria Ave, 933-0181
" ¥
ALmMonO TRee "
y Great for that Holiday Gift!

JUMBO MEDJOOL DATES—AUSTRALIAN GLACED APRICOTS
ASSORTED GIFT PACKS TO CHOOSE FROM — ““WE SHIP"

ARROWHEAD MALL EAST = 9794 W. PEORIA AVE. = PEORIA, AZ. 85345  (602) 933-9595

Hard-working savings
for hard-working Arizonans.

(¥) First Federal o
We're with you. 12 Fslic
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Members of the Association (coninued fom Page 21)

FRIENDS fcontinued)

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Arzrount

Mrs. Paul L. Ashby

Mr. and Mrs P. H. Baldwin
Eileen Barrett

Mrs Charies Bauer

Dr. and Mrs. Herman D. Behrens
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Bieberle
H. P. Binder

Mrs. Phyllis Black

The Rev. and Mrs. Howard W. Blackbu
Oscar Bock

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Bower

Mr. and Mrs. William Bowman
Mr. and Mrs. Dan P. Breyer
Betty and Ed Brooks

Vivian Bruce

M:. and Mrs. Gordon Buehrig
Charlotte Byrne

Emerson E. Cain

Mrs. E. |. Carter

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh K Clifton
Edward 1. Camins

Mr. and Mrs. J. Lowell Craig
Mrs. Robt. J. Darrah

Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Emmons
Marty and Vi Erb

Dr. and Mrs. Robert D. Estrem
Harold S. Fine

Mr. and Mrs. Allyn Fitschen

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Frank

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Forsberg
Mr. and Mrs. W. Frei

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Gibbs

Mary 5. Gowdy

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Gunckel
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Hargrave
Mr. and Mrs. A. Earle Harrington
Mrs. Helen E. Healy

Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Hill
Mrs. L. V. Holler

Gertrude L. Hoyt

Mr and Mrs. J. d 1 Jamieson
Mrs. and Mrs. Leo A. Jensen
Mr. and Mrs. Ford Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. D J. Joy

Mr. and Mrs. Lief Kielland

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin F. Kirbert
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kirk

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey (. Kneser
Mrs. Grace Krueger

Mr. and Mrs. Charles N Lane
Judge Charles and Patricia Larson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Leddy
Mr. and Mrs. H. Willard Lende
Mr. and Mrs. William Lieber
Jack Lipton

Evelyn and George L. Long

Mr. and Mrs. J. Edward Lucas
Denald C. Lunt

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred L Madfis
Mt. and Mrs. R. G. Mahal
William and Adele Makler

Mr. and Mrs Edward L Masters
Rosaline W. Mclane

Mr. and Mrs. Monigemery Merryman
Rabbi and Mrs Albert Michels
Mr. and Mrs. Alex R. Miller

Mrs Esther M. Moflan

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer A. Maore
In Memory of Mildred K Moorin
Doug Morris

Mr. and Mrs. George A. Morgan
Mrs. Brownie Myers

Mr. and Mrs. Harry New

Mrs. John H. Noron

Mrs. Jean B. Olsen

Mr. and Mrs. Hyman B. Parks
Dr. and Mrs. Lester S. Perril

Mr. and Mrs, Anthony Perrusi

Dr and Mrs. Gustavus Peters
Mr. and Mrs. G. T. Petersen
Dr. and Mrs. Myron R. Pexton
Mr. and Mrs. Elderl Pool

Dr. and Mrs. G. Maxwell Powell
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Preppernau
Rutheda L. Pretzell

Mrs. D. L. Roberts

Mr. and Mrs. H. Robinetie
Mrs. Frederick E. Roehrman
Mr and Mrs. A, C. Roeth Jr
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Rosenthal
Col and Mrs. L. B. Row

Mrs. Vera C Russell

Mz and Mrs Roy Rylander

Mr. and Mrs. Bryon Salem

Mr. and Mrs. Vern G Schmidt
Mr and Mrs. Milford Schueler
Mr. and Mrs. M. E. Shanks
Rev. John J. Sheehan

Marga M. Smith

Mr.and Mrs. William L. Sorensen
Dr. and Mrs. Adolph M. Stebler
Mr and Mrs. Larry Stout

Dr and Mrs. P. S Stutsman
Mr and Ms. Clyde L. Swayze
Dr. and Mrs. Abraham B. Tamis
Isabel E. Teiler

Mr. and Mrs. Philip B. Thomas
Mrs. E. H. Trowbridge

Mrs. Vyrle H. Troxell

Mr and Mrs. Richard P. Vallee
Mrs. Marjorie van den Basch
Mr. and Mrs. A. Van Wagenen
Mr and Mrs. Harold M. West
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Wesicver
Lucy White

Helen W. Whitt

Margaret {Peggy) Wickham
Betty Ruth Williams

Three ways to enjoy your

New VB-6-4

Cadillac exciusive!

Fuel Injection.
& Fautomatically goes from
8to6 104 cylnders—a

1981 Cadillac.

e, Available

VG power.
With overdrive tor

DeVilles and
Fleetwood
Broughams.

Diesel v8, too!

The same engime that's
standard for Seville 15
also available for Eldorado,
the Fieetwood Broughams
and DeVilles.

Cadillacs are equipped with GM-bunit engines produced by vanous divisions  See us for details

Thet Caerfitlin. 4o Austomobsiie D aberdhipn.

12th Street and East Camelback  Open Monday thru Friday 810 Y —Saturday until 6 264-1188

Next Time
You Plan to Dine in Town
mbe
NAVARRE’'S

Excellent Food +* Good Service
Fair Prices

Rem¢

Uptown Plaza + Central & Camelback

Reservations 264-5355
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e prolessonals

Furnishing your home is easy. Or so it seems
until you stop to think about the hundreds of
furniture styles . . . the ditferent colors and how Lo I

you'll probably decide home furnishing isn't as easy
as you thought. That's why it makes so much sense
t0 tet a professional Freed's designer help you decide
from our huge selection of fine domestic and ;
imported furniture, lamps, carpets, rugs, fabrics,
and accessories.

use them . . . about woods and fabrics and T ,r}i-v
construction . . . about carpet textures, window B R ey
treatments and accents. When you think about all r’%r[
the things Freed’s designers think about all day long,” |

COME LOOK US OVER —
MONDAY through SATURDAY 9 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.

iy e S AR AR IR NETPNY

10785 GRAND AVE. SUN CITY

GEORGE MENKE DAN SMATANA

Register your wishes with us now . . .
In time of crisis we can then
Serve you with competence and
Understanding

Menke Funeral Fdome

12420 N. 103rd Avenue, Sun City 979-6451

VAKE 1/McCLELLAN'S FLORIST'!

\ Flowers by Wire
x&‘ Valley Wide Delivery
Hospital Gifts and Flowers
Distinctive Funeral Remembrances
Complete Nursery Stock
Expert Plant Advisors
Party Planner Available to Help on All Occasions

Banquets — Luncheons — Parties
Your Phone is Your Charge Account 8-5 Mon.-Sat.
12040 North 111th Ave,, SUN CITY 974-5803
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For The 1980-81 Concert Season - A GRAND FINALE

Today is a very important date in the life of the Sun City Symphony Orchestra. For this concert season
has not been just another series of musical events. By any standard of measurement it has been
outstanding, for we have blossomed forth into an organization in the cultural world which was beyond
our fondest hopes one year ago. Accolades are deserving to so many. Let us consider a few:

1. The Sundome made it all possible. It offered us facilities larger and more acoustically perfect than
any concert hall in the country. lts staff of high quality professionals rendered assistance and advice far
beyond their call of duty. And everyone connected with it has performed magnificently. To mention a
few: the sheriff deputies and posse members in their efficient handling of monumental traffic; the
ushers who performed many services far beyond their call of duty; the lovely ladies who graciously
welcomed us all at the entrances; the stage personnel who did so much beyond the scenes to keep
every performance running smoothly; and the acoustical staff who quickly learned the intricacies and
techniques of voice and sound control with the most modern equipment.

2. The members of the orchestra who have responded to the challenges with cooperation, enthusiasm
and professional artistry.

3. The Board of Trustees and especially the officers of the Sun City Symphony must be complimented
for their foresight and ingenuity in moving the whole orchestra family—its management, its program-
ming, its musicians—ahead so splendidly in the short span of five concerts.

4. The audiences, subscribers and Members of the Association who have enthusiastically supported
this forward thrust and helped make it financially viable and achievable.

5. The Press—Arizona Republic, Daily News Sun, Sun City Citizen—who have been generous with
their coverage of our concerts, our guest artists and our aim to make this orchestra a focus for music
lovers throughout the valley.

6. This season has had special significance for Maestro Jennings Butterfield, our conductor and direc-
tor and inspiration for the past thirteen years. This concert tonight is in truth a grand finale for him and
for all of us. When his baton falls tonight after the last selection he will have fulfilled a tremendous ser-
vice to all of us. In his retirement this orchestra will continue to be a source of great pride to him as its
founder, for he has made this all possible. What finer “Grand Finale” could anyone wish for?

“The Quality of Being Special”

AKOWITZ

AMARILLO HOUSTON SCOTTSDALE




DENNIS “DENNY*” EGGERT
Bell Plaza Professional Bldg.
105th & Bell ¢ Sun City, Az.
933-8235

‘‘See me for a State Farm Homeowners
Policy with Inflation Coverage’’

i i iy State Farm Fire
Like a good neighbor
' and Casualty Com
State Form is there. & , y Lompany

Home Office: Bloomington, (llinois

Quality Food and
Reasonable Prices in a
Comfortable Atmosphere

Come in and enjoy our warm
Hospitality and a leisurely Sunday
Dinner before each Concer.
DRU PEARSON

Owner/Manager

CARARDWE

RESTAURANTS

10243 Grand Ave. ® Sun City * 933-6941 Open 6 a.m.-12 a.m. — 7 Days a Week

Your home can be

a SHOWPLACE...

.with trees. ‘ shrubs and ornamentals from the nursery that land-

scuped GNCORE the dramatic new Sun City West Model Honte

Exposition.

NUR&-‘n;FlYle

Free delivery to Sun City, Youngtown and Sun City West on any size order.
Winter-Spring store hours: 8-4:30, Mondav-Saturday. Located on Grand Ave,
7 miles west of 107th Ave.

875-2180
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At the end of the season . . .

Tonight marks the finale of the shared with thousands more people.
thirteenth season of the Sun City Thousands!
Symphony Orchestra. Memaorable in
its individual five concerts and signifi- People of these retirement com-
cant in that it was the first season in the ~ munities and music-lovers from the
Sundome, the season ignored the entire Valley of the Sun as well

unlucky connatation of the number People from more walks of life, of
thirteen. more varied ages and economic levels,

people of diverse musical tastes—all
joined us in a united applause this
Like the first twelve, it had its share  season.
of special moments, both in terms of

music and in terms of personalities. We welcome them all. And urge
their continued support of this out-

standing community orchestra. Come
The most outstanding aspect of the  back for another season—number
season, however, was that ii was fourteen—and, tell a friend.

Der E. Weee DeveLoprmMeNnT Co.

WILLI RITTER

Restaurateur

Ritter’s Chalet

Finest in German-American Culisine
Cocktails — Dancing Nightly

13232 N 111th Ave. For Reservations
Youngtown, Az B5363 Call: 933-6023
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April
April
April

April
April
April
May

May

May
May
June

June
June
June

July

22
26
28

10
17

30
30

13
21
28

6

8 PM
8 PM
2PM

8 PM
2PM
38 PM
2 PM
2PM
2 PM

2PM
8 PM
8 PM

8 PM
2PM
8 PM

8 PM

Sundome Shines Into Summer!

Travel Film “The Philippines” with Eric Pavel

Jim Nabors in Concert

“Easter Inspirational Show” starring Norma Zimmer, Gail Farrell, Ron
Anderson and Michael Redman from the Lawrence Welk musical family
Bluegrass Festival featuring the Doug Dillard Band

Victor Borge in Concert

Travel Film: “Yosemite and the High Sierra” with Bob Roney

Nelson Riddle and his Orchestra with special guests The Ink Spots
Robert Goulet in Concert

Lawrence Welk Stars Part [I featuring Myron Floren, Guy & Ralna, Bob
Ralston, Bobby & Elaine, and Arthur Duncan

Steve Lawrence and Eydie Gorme in a concert spectacular!
Steve Lawrence and Edyie Gorme in a concert spectacular!

Hawaiian Spectacular — a super Polynesian review direct from the
Islands

Bobby Vinton in Concert
Steve Allen with special guest Jayne Meadows

Concert Dance: starring The Jimmy Dorsey Orchestra with Lee Castle
conducting

Oakland Ballet—"Billy the Kid” plus a mixed repertory

For detailed event and ticket information, please call 975-1900

Ouinn § L0

ONE OF THE FINEST MEN’S STORES IN THE VALLEY OF THE SUN

Your Dealer For

HART
SCHAFFNER
& MARX

ol

AND ALL THE OTHER NAMES YOU KNOW & TRUST

Alteration Service

haRonde Centre WEST o 977-4965

Right in the heart of Sun City on Del Webb Bivd.

A mile north of Grand ¢ A mile south of Bell

98—




Sun Bowl Plaza
10737 W, peoriacAve,

933 — 3811
oun City,Hrizonaq






