A TALE OF
TWO (SUN) CITIES

7
“MARINETTE" g)

rt area between Wickenbyrg and Phoenix came to
umdi::lah 11th Century. Peoria was founded by wealthy
Peoria, illinois ranchers in 1885, By 1896, fhe Aritona climate
began to attract winter vacationers g the state. Vuiture Road
between Wickenburg and Phoenix was renamed ‘Grand_Avenpe‘
in 190% and prosperous farmers in the area were experimenting

Mivating cotion.

h:“ wm.? from Marinette, Wisconsin bought and leased
thousands of acres between the New River and the Agua Fria.
He platted & fownsite and named it Marinette. in 1920, he s0ld
his beldings to Southwest Cofton Company, 8 subsidiary of
Goodyear Tirs and Rubber company in Lilchiield Park. They
had bullt an empire in quality cotton during World War | to
replace their European source which had been cut off by
German submarines. Marinetie soon becama nothing mors than
& Goodyear Company Compound, .

Since coffon was handpicked from mid July to May, the
laborers, many of whom were Mexican-Americans, formed a
relatively stable community, Thers was always music, dancing
and special celebrations in the ‘lent cities’ clustered around the
Irrigation wells. One such community became known as
“Hollywood” becavse six beavtiful girls lived there with their
families who worked the cotton fields. It was located at 107th
Avenue and Alabama,

Marinefta aftracted Hs share of exploiters and whiskey and
women becama 2 thriving business, Trains offen stepped fo
permit passangers and crew to do seme ‘shopping’. The house
of iIl repute was {ocated on Grand Avenve 21 112th Street. Since
Arizons was a dry strte, a gianl “still” produced unknown
quaniities of White Mule Whiskey. Federal agents were never
able 1o locate the operation. It was rumored thai the still was
' vied on vacant land that is mow Sunland Memorial Park,
someday a gravedigger's pick covid turn over this hidden
chagter of Marinefe history, :

In 134, MarineMe Ranch was sold to the J.G. Boswell
Company of Lifchfield Park. The Boswells were a reputable old
Georgia cofton family. As machines replaced field workers, the
popuiation dwindied. Progress had turned Marinette into one
of the aafion‘s most prosperous cotton plantations.
Next week —~ “"Webb, A Man of Vision”
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WEBB — A MAN OF VISION

By 1949, the fown of Marinette was nothing more than » sign
on the Samta Fe rightof-wazy., But on the sight a new desert
flower — Sun City — had begun s bloom.

Delbert Evgene Webb was & man of vision with a complex
personality that was a chalienge ¥o defermine fact from legend.
In California he was a high schoal dropout determined to become
2 big teague baseball player. Injuries and typhoid fever denied
him this role. Encouraged to come fo Phoenix for his health, he
gt his first job in comstruction on the new WESTWARD HO
HOTEL. Webb's energetic pursuit of each new challsngs soon
lett behind him scores of great monuments ... skyscrapers,
missile silos, military bases (Luke and Williams Field), vet
hospitsls and multi-million dollar hoteis and casinos. The
reputation of the Del E. Webk Construction Company and later
fhe Del E. Webb Development Company, (OEVCO, a corporation
formed with James G. Boswelli Il in 1959) won nalionwide
acclaim and respect. Webb's natural concern and love of people
was fo manifest itseli in the development of Sun City, wivich he
came to consider his greatest accomplishment,

Webb had surrounded himself with men who were awars of The
changes laking place in American society and wha had the
courage fo venture info the unknown, L. €, Jacobson was such a
man and had achieved a position as working partner with Webb,
Against ali expert opinions in the 50's, Webb and Jacobton were
convinced that the fastest growing segment in Americs were
being relegated to baby-sitters and armchair philosophers. They
were defermined to creafs an afirscliva retirement community
embracing three basic concepts: activity, economy and individy-
slitm te bring active saniors fogether on & common ground.
Finding encugh land for such an ambitious project was sotved
with Boswell’s oifer fo sell the Marinelte Ranch and Santa
Fao spread. The tlage was set for the birth of a new city,

NEXT WEEX — Maming A City
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1 LIKE SUN CITY”

Building a whole new city from scratch without a nearby
community from which to tap water, sewer and other
utilities, was a challenge to be met! before a single home
could be built. A shopping cenfer, a nine hole golf course
and a completed recreational facility had 1o be planned and
built before any home could be sold,

The new goif course (1o become knmown ss North Golf
Course) was begun In August 1939, it was the anly golf
course in the Sun Cities to be designed and bullt by a
protessional, Milt Coggins, who built Encante in Phoenix. In
five hectic months, five mode! homes were finished and
tastefully furnished and the first nine holes of a champion-
ship golf course were completed. The recrestion center
(known fo early residents as the community cenfer and
later Qakmont) with 8 compietely equipped crafts building
all met with the officlal deadiine.

A contest 1o name the city was snnounced in papers
arcund the couniry with the Reuben Donnelly Campany of
Chicago in charge. On December Eth, the entfries were
reviewed by Donnelly and Webb representalives. A doren or
s6 names were being considered when Del Webb walked in.
Examining some of the names, he casually remarked, |
like Sun City.” When ha left, Jacobson remarked, Weil,
that's 11” The Donnelly people objecied to not following the
rules of the contest. Jacobson said, “If Del Webb says thal
is the name, that's what i will be.” Thus Donnelly
finally agreed and Sun City became the ofiiclal

name,

Next Week - GRAND OPENING
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THE GRAND OPENING

in December 1959, Webb employees held their Christm
at Del Webb's Hiway House (later known as the King": l:;;’)y
They were inviled o preview the model homes, the shopping
center, the recreation cenler and the new golf course, What they
saw must have pieased them for they went hama extolling the
praises of Webb's newest project.

Webb.‘s management was nol so conlident. Knowing their
reputations were going to be on the line, they worked frantically
until the wee hours New Year's Eve getting everything in place
for the grand opening scheduled for the next day. Everyone was
wondering the same thing, *"Will anyene come fomorrow?’’

Webb freasurer, Owen Childress, expressed & {ear, “How am |
going 1o get a 30 year morfgage on a Quy who is 45 years old?”’
Lh«.;hn;ressged been pubrgcited d homes would oniy be sold only

ose Years or older and mo children
would be permitted, under college age

At last the wailing and wondering were over, When the maodels
finally opened a1 § A.M. on Thursday New Year's Day, the rush
was on. Sales were brisk that first day but nothing like the
srampcdg on the following Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Since
the required down payment was only $500, the risk was smali.
Many people bought within an hour after arriving. A long line of
people waited for hours fo sign coniracts. With oniy 100 printed
contracts and ? sales people, Childress put in a trantic calf to
Webb secretaries to come help with the line of people waiting to
buyy. He sent out for printed receipls to use for contracts. By
Sunday afterncon the line of cars exiended two miles aloag U.S
60-70 and 89, the main Phoenix-Los Angeles highway, to see the
new line of homes Webb was building northwesi of town.

In the 3-day weekend, 237 homes were sold, representing a cost
of 52"; million, If there had been any dovbt aboul the future of
Sun Cily. there was none now! Before the lirst month was oul, a
fotal of 400 hames had been soid and plans for the second group
al 475 homes were underway.

Webb's top quality masonsy homes were priced from 30,500 to
$11.750 including what Webb huilders believed was the only 39,750
home in America bordering a golf course. They had taken home
buyers by storm. Pleased with the overwhelming acceptance of
Iheir homes, Webb management immediately set aboyt deveriop-
ing the market. Fifly nine days after Ihe grand opening,
‘Anron_a's Fastest Growing City’ presented its second lrnc;
consisting of 475 homes. Tha firs! weekend they were olfered, 4
homes were bought around the newly designed second nine holes
of the golf course. Construction was stepped up by six months s¢
home; would be ready for mid-summer occupancy. Meanwhile
Sun City and what it was otfering 1o the nation’s senior cilizm:'
was making headlines throughout the country in every media.‘

The foundatien was completed; $un City was now ready tor
the second stage of ils phenaominal growth,
Nest Week - PIONEERING *

¢
‘ﬁ;‘ﬂ.‘ M A A A W S oA am A

T4



O
A TALE OF

@_ TWO (SUN) CITIES @
TH

E PIONEERS ARRIVE

Who were they? Why did they come? Whal were they seekiinr:;".;
fnat did they find? Those early 5un Cl't:an:areaddtﬁe";ie ple
incharied lerrifory. They were dreamers who ! b

b i nd roots of tamily and friends. .
ecurity of established homes a o (o e dreom.
te had been around the country jooX v

\'3:: z?:llepse!hoy wera told what they were going fo have but iIn
; ity, iting for us!” o )
',u;:\fr:";vhjo' ;';!:I\:v:rael r’:tqirees who were wintering in ::o'egmn
1 newl\;‘ retired couple in Denver read a magatine ad zboul 3l
Zity in a doctor’s oftice and decided 1o take a fook. three weeks
. An Jowa couple wha had to va;ati: their :oor:& 12“9 :!odcl mai

in Sun City and were lold there wa )

a;ﬂ:edhl ready in three weeks, Thay saw it and in one hout had

{1 Chicage in a snow storm.
signed ihe contract, Andther w::shbl:nuse olgbad 3 ey

pwo emergency st 2
mfﬂ:{m in Phoenix en December 31st. They san: b\'\‘f‘:bl:"s
hlic 26 in the paper and came out on op:n'u:g g::f .:parimgmé

dought and Jurnished one o 1]

Snni‘lrecl:'upbl; pho:e_ When they arrived and drove down Grand

i ite remarked, "I think we
Avenue, they were hearisick. The wife Jemarke ering Sond,

uardian appointed for v
scri.::ldll'l‘:i:! :isgppointmmf vanished. _The h::’band n:?::dﬂe:;
"Ev'eryfhinq was just as they described and pro B
1. !"
m:r:zr:::::ello:ho purchased a home in those early ye:rs \:::.
Iool::ng for retirement, Speculators recognited the great po
i bought as an investment. )
m‘ll‘hTr;i;::sl Igradion for many of Il‘o: e;;lyyin:ng:e:;:“u;::
i ¢ year round, They remember
2l:::.|‘:& go‘;"pr;l arnd only $1.25 for gueéls. One wc:u:l;eb‘oi::h:'l:\]e
first nine of North Gofi Course. Whe '
:::'v::'soai'lrz:l'ayinq better than many of his Yu;‘:?:;u':\':::::r:;
there were no wa
Another gotf story refates that I
i but back doors were alway
rest rooms on the first golf course, b oars were & e
[ters were welcorme in many |
m‘!l:cci‘ll;‘i’e::rg:et a drink of water or a cup of cotfee if the pot

wai on.
Next Week - THE MAKIN
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A TALE OF
TWO (SUN) CITIES
THE MAKING OF A COMMUNITY

The first Sun Cily home fo be delivered was to Wendell and
Emilie Fraser on April 10,19¢0. Mrs. Fraser still occupies this
nome foday, located at 12201 Augusta Drive West. The first outof &
L/ state residents were the George Bavnes' ot Seattle, ‘.‘_Vashmgton. [+
Deeds for these first homes were inscrived “New Lile Number
One"”. The first order of business then (as now} was to af_-d to or
modify the homes. One couple erected a flagpole in their back
yard thys setting a precedent widely follgwed today. )

The first grocery store in Sun City was the Safeway Store in
Grand Shopping Cenfer. It was a favorne.gathgrmg place tor
triends o cafch up on fhe latest happenings in liown. Some
residents made several frips a day. 0% of Safeway's cusfomgrs
were older relired people — — & new kxind of market which
required adjusting their line of products._Thcy made every effort
® fo stock special items requesied by residents from the East or
North, offen more expensive then reguiar s_hell stock. The
Safeway remained in the same Ioca1iun un_fll 1985. Ano!hgr
favorile gathering place was the post olfice n{hnch was Ioca!ed_ in
the Grand Shopping Center. Later rWel‘:bdi:n.ull a large building

re Menke Funeral Home i3 now focated, )
A Wt;:m:ial life in the new communily took off immedialely a5 the
new pioneers hegan to entertain at the Hiway House and in
Phoenix, but more offen in someone’s home of yard. One bostess
would stand outside and ring a beli fo signal cveryone to convene
for cocktaits. Twa lamilies buiit a picnic table extending across 3
fence into bolh yards. |l more came %o a parfy I!\en the hostess
had chairs. lhey brought their own, The recrealion Center was
used for larger parties incloding the first Tharksgiving dinner. It
was also an inter-denominational religioys cenfer. The pioneers
would dance till midnight on Saturday then return for church on
Sunday. The following week’s aclivilies were announced 3l each s fs,
service, The first Sun Cily ciub formed on July 4 1960 was the
Needie Arts and Cratts. Then followed 61 Dance Club and the
Sun City Bicycle Club, A Coffee Klatch was hosled by jhe
Women's Club as an ice breaker for all newcomers fo Sun City.

. Del Webb atlended fhe first one, gave a shorl talk and grecied
©  each person like an old friend. ‘
®  The tirst Sunrise Easler Service was held on the new Palno and
Greek Theater at Town Hall. 1! was ferraced to provide every
guest a clear view. This service and the Memorial Day service
became annual holiday eveats. They later were moved to the
new Sun Bow! which was erecled similar to thal first Greek
Theater. These two services continue loday in the ariginal .

Sun Bowl al 107th Soulh of Peoria.
Nox! woek — THE FIRST DOCTO
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okin place where he
dowri. He had spent his life making *'Housa Calls’c’oi:'clloz?r‘:

A S

Webb found it difficuit to enti
i ce a doctor to
small but growing community in the desert, Furc'::;e':':' |lI'Dlni-s
»
° L

little commuaities scattered |
) i in the Arizona ba
::res;tg’n'ed'a h_v,el year contract with Webb Col:'lkp::y", "erré
0 turnish a building for his practice. Irani
had a ten year oid son which caused rn.an;maca:xlevallzs

D
[ ] N N
o . discussion by the Civic Association but they never actually

coF;ronrgd the doctor directiy, [
€ pioneers began to plan for the ti
me when th
no longer care for themselves. This ied to the con:tr-ucc:?c::

of Sun Valley Lodge. Ma i i
Dt vatte, 1] nY paid $100 to insure them a place

deneminations. He formed “'col
wh:cljl met fwice a month 1
2quainted. Some of the Pione

onies”, neighborhood groups
o help new neighbors get
ers still attend colony meet-

. The first church was started g
s 51 by Dr. and Mrs. Walter Wit
It was non denaminational, consisting of 41 diflere'nt- e
-
o L

King's inn) for exclusive use of Sun City residents. Devco

;:?-s. No church in Sun City was ever built ynti] it was paid A
In 1960, the first Sun City Agri
! griculturai
esfablished across Grand Avenue from Hiway E'I:’:J'seer (l:?\:

formed and became known as th
Club with members takin o

planted the first crep and invited the i
residents 1o he!
themselves to the bounty, A resident's committee v:a':.
]

Indianapolis. Their ¢ ion for fe who couldnit

L)
Oy, remain today.
The first Sunshine Service wa iti
) € s initiated by Dr.
Duane Thistlethwaite, a retired Methodist ymir.;is::rd ::ir;‘
akord a nursing home and in need of s
v of special i
. care for rher‘nselves in their home, prnm:tedam?r:\uan;‘:‘:!;:
donated equipment for free use by

Buildi i
:;d;:.q was erected on Santa Fe where it remains

h h b )
on ot e Cl‘}‘y Agricoltural
J e garden to i
and care for. As §un City crossed Grand, the gard::s”::r': .
moved north, adjacent o Suniand Cemetery where they
. :

i Sun City resident
o their home coyld no longer hold the grovzing ;inee" ;f mﬂ °
ca;;es, wheelchairs, etc., Webb buiit a smali building near -
enke Funeral Home. Latfer the Sunshine Service
[ ]
.¢

NEXT WEEK - THE}FOSS?AND THE PRINES
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o, THE SUN CITY POSSE

From the testimeny of the early Pionecrs, it's apparent
that the “'Sun City Lifestyle” is u durable one . .. one that
can be pursued for many years beyond the mormal
retirement age for most, many years beyond normat lite ®

expectancy. An active community with a purpote and o,
compassion for ene another, has set standards which are
[ )

known nationally and pafterned by many refirement areas
throughout the country, One of the most famous, is the “Sun
City Posse”,

Because Sun City is an unincorporated community, its
closest level of government is Maricopa County. As such,
the county must combine traditional county services with
some of the tasks usvally associated with cities,

The Sheriff’s Posse of Sun City was the brainchild of Louis o

Inwaod who proposed a reserve Sheriff's Squadron to the
Sun City Civic Association Board of Direcfors in 1982, @

o L]
Unfortunately, Mr, Inwood died hefore his idea could be
acted upen, It wasn’t vntil March 1973 that the Director of
County Emergency Services requested a discussion to
o formulate an emergency disaster ptan for Sun City wilh the ’y

Maricopa County Sheriff, Paul Blubaum. Four groups were
set up to cover four emergency groups; police, fire,
communicalion and Red Cross. Andy Wagner, the sheriif's
Chiet Civilian Aide, unified the groups and founded the
“’Sherifi's Posse of Sun City” boasting 52 dc Jicaled man and *
women volunleers who were given legal statys as peace Ol
officers. By 1974, membership had reached 7220 with
requlation sherifi unilorms and a C.B, radic base sfation
providing improved mobile communications. By 1973, the
Posse began o receive national recognition. By 1977, Jerry
o Hill was elected County Sheriffi and he expressed his g
cenfidence in the Posse by issuing a permanent ‘call fo
duly’ which previously had to be issued each day. He
required all Posse members to take formal training. Funds
donated by many Sun City Agencies and clubs began to pour
- in. The Posse was abie 10 purchase ils own emergency
© velicles much fo the relief of the family cars which were _ @
used in prior years. The posse hat won the hearls of Sun m

Citians and the minds of law enforcemen! agencias

everywhere.

Neul woek  TIHE SUNCITY PRIDES
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In the spring of 1980, DEVCO turned over the
responsiblity for maintain' 1g Sun City’s streets and
beautifully landscaped medians to Maricopa county,
Sun City now had a population of 45,000 with 210 miles
of streets spread over 14 square miles. The county
accepted the task, but was limited to six men to handle
this vast area. A Sun City resident, “"Joe” Mcintyre,
decided something should be done by the residents to
help preserve the city’s beauty. Joe wrote a letter fo
the editor of ther News Sun, calling for volunteers to
meet the fellowing 5aturday and devise a plan fo assist
the county. Only three volunteers appeared at the first
wuorkday, but the number doubled the following week.
They adopled the name “PRIDES”, Proud Residents
Independently Donating Essential services.

By the spring of 1982 the number of volunteers was
pushing 400 and the Sun City Prides were ready to
incorporate as a non profit organization. Aside from
raking and general clean-up work, they took care of
weed-spraying, tree frimming and feeding, tree trynk
a2ainting and tending the immense 26 mile underground
watering system plus 11 miles of drainage canals. They
‘eported any needed street repairs to the county
righway depariment. About the only job the Prides left
o the county was the trimming of the 100 plus foot
alm trees that soar above many Sun City streets. The
ounty eagerly cooperated, providing supplies, satety
ests, traffic control devices and herbicieds totaling
ame $18,000 a year. For this sum the Prides donated
ver 62,000 man hours per year amounting to over
300,000,

The motte of the PRIDES, "“Keeping Sun City
eavtiful’’ sums up the pride and concern that makes
in City a stand-out retirement communities. Sun City
West now enjoys its own PRIDES thanks fo the

guidance of the Sun City group,
Next week — TR
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TRADITIONS - NEW AND OLD

A new community has the enjoyment and experience of
starting traditions. Some of the earlier ones have continued
throughout the years in Sum City, while others were
replaced with new pnes.

For 20 years, from 1941 fo 1981, residents looked forward
fo the annval Grape Festival sponsored by DEVCO and J.
G, Boswell Comapny. The vineyards located on Cactus Lane
Ranch on Cotfon Lane were openad up to Sun City - Sun City
West residents to "‘glean” the vineyards. Cars were lined up
for miles waiting for dawn and entrance to the vineyards
with boxes, clippers, gloves and sunhats. Cold drinks were
provided for the pickers by Webb. The festival was
cancelled in 1962. The communities out-grew the vineyards.

In 1962, Jerry Svendsen, in charge of public relations for
DEVCO, soon became known by all the residents, He was
the originator of many of the traditions still being enjoyed
today, When the Sun Bowl was completed in 1947, DEVCO
recognized Mother’s Day with an annval Strawberry Festi-
val with live entertainment followed by the serving of fresh
Strawherry Sundaes. Father's Day was celebrated with a
Root Beer Bust, These events disappeared around 1980.

The Fourth of July Fireworks celebration has also gone
by the wayside. Residents would gather in Sur City Stadium
off Grand and 111th to enjoy a spectacular ground and air
display with a different theme depicted each year with
special effects.

As the years passed, Jerry noticed “active refirement’”
was becoming more active, advancing from shuffleboard to
the popular $CSCSC (Sun City Spring Chicken Ski Club).
People were getting into physical fitness, so Jerry organized
the first “Physical Fitness Festival”” in 1977 with a 5.000
meter run added in 1978. There were waiking clubs, jogging
clubs, exercite and aerobic classes, and other “keep fit”
programs all faking part in each recreation center. The
Recreat! ‘n Centers Carnival of Clubs was first held on the
Thanksgiving weekend in 1975. Clubs displayed their skills
and acquainted people with all the activities available. Crait
¢lubs offered their items for sale. in 1981 the individual fairs
were held in the spring and_fa!l on successive weekends
mz:ldy the crafts dt.lbs hotding their sale an Thanksgiving

Lifl;e :;erything in Sun City, many of the old traditiens’

suffered growi Ins and we

e ro mﬂ'l“lll re either dropped or took
~ Next Week - QUR LIBERTY B/ L
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‘ @"OUR L{IB‘;-ZRTY BELL”@

Preparations for our nation’s bicentennial was a year
of excitement in Sun City. The idea for Sun City’s own
Liberty Bell was born in September 1%75. DEVCO
cffered to underwrite the cost, but the residents wanted
to be a part of it, too. By Januvary, 1976, over 7,000
pounds of metal had been contributed, creating a
mountain of family treasures, personal mementos, bric-
a-brac and even bicycles and old horns.
The metal was processed in Philadelphia, then sent o
Arsten, Holland where the bell was casl. It was
unveiled on July 8th at the Sun Bowl. The official
dedication and sealing of a time capsule in its base fook
piace MNovember 11th. The Recreaticn Centers are
instructed to open the capsule in the year 2025, Thus a
new tradition began with the *'Ring That Bell”’ celebra-
tion every July 4th at Bel] Center where the Bell found
its permanent home. Included in this <electration is an
annual tribute to Del E. Webb. The Sun City Pioneer
Ciub adopled a 20th Anniversary project in 1980 with a
community fund-raiser 1o erect a stafue of Webb to be
placed near the Liberty Befll. James O. Farley,
Scottsdaie sculptor, was sefected fo design and cast the
bronze statue. Metal which was feft over from the
Liberty Belt was used in the casting.
In 1982 the Sun City and Sun City West Exchange
Club created the ‘'Freedom Shrine” display. Twenty
four decuments taken from America’s early history can
be observed under glass on the five slded Kiosk which
is in the main entry court at Bell Center.
Next Week - “BOSWELL HOSPITAL STORY"”
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BOSWELL HOSPITAL STORY

Sun City’s need for medica? professionals grew each
year as the population burgeoned from 500 in 1960 to
over 45,000 today. From Dr. Stump’s office in his home
and later in the first medical ciinic bulil by Webb, to
aver 100 physicians covering every specialized field in
medicine, this has been a high priority service.

in the beginning, Glendale had the closest hospital to
care for Sun City’s ill. But traveling that distance was a
burden for many. In 1945 DEVCO president, John
Meeker organized a committee to study and plan Sun
City’s awn health care facility. They formed & new
corporation, S‘un City Community Hospital, Inc. Plans
were made for a &1 bed hospital. But bigger things
were in sight. Foreseeing the future growth af Sun City,

%  the James G. Boswell Foundation offered to donate
$1,200.000 to the Corporation if they would agree that
the hospital would serve the entire Northwest Valley,
that it would be named in memory of Waliter O. Boswell

¢ who originaily farmed the tand where Sun City stands
and that it would have the finest medical facilities
possible. DEVCO donated over 10 acres of land and Del

Webb Construction Co. offered fo buitd the hospital at

cost.

Baswell requested that the hospifal be high on a hill

A so it would be a beacon of murcy for miles around.
Ground-breaking took place in January, 1969, Since the
land was flat, Webb had to find a way to build up the
terrain that would not be prohibitive in cost. Thus
thousands of tons of dirt were havied from an area
directly north of the hospital site. As the hill rose on the
hospital site, the terrain to the north sani deeper and
deeper., 1 was here that DEVCO decided to use this
vast cavity for a fabulous man-made lake with exclu-

sive homesites lining i_!s__sthgg,.: Thus was born the
beautiful Vigwpeint Lake. .. -
Naxt Week - WATER AND FIRE
——— ———————— Vi - — S — o
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“FIRE, WAI.SR AND TAXES”

As early as 1962, Sun City resideals, began to question the
validity of paying school taxes in 3 nearly childless
retirement community. They had been placed in the Peoria
Community School District. Between 1962 and 1974, Sun City
overwheimingly helped to deleat sevenieen bond issues 30
relations were strained fo say the least. In 1974, Peoria
gathered enovgh signafures 10 force them out of the Peoria
district into one of their own. A lawsuit ensued and the
petition was fhrown out because of a lack of valid
signatures. A prominent New York lawyer who had moved
to Sun Cily with his invalid wife, played & key role in finding
an old 'aw on the books defending any town started as a
refirement area, didn’t have te support 8 school district, Se
Sun City offered to pay 7 mils to the Peoria district and it
wag accepted,

In 1968, prior to the opening of the “40'5%" models on
Viewpoint Lake, DEVCO planned a preview party for ail
key personnel and sales peopla. The day of the festive event
arrived but the water in the lake had nearly disappeared.
The lining had not held up. An old retired Wyoming farmer
suggested they spray Gunnite into the lake bed. They did
and had the lake ready in lime for the formal home
epening. '

During construction of these homes, the Masonry Union
went on strike. Webb didn't wan! to break the union line so
they went to frame construction rather than block. The
masons finally agreed fo work af a lower wage because the
construction site was overrun with carpenters building
frame homes. Thus the buyer could opt for frame AND
block for an additional $800. -

in 1972, a beautiful private club and dining facllity was
built on Viewpoint Lake. Just a month belore opening day,
it was consumed by a fire caused by a plumber’s torch
igniting tarpapar in the ceiling ralters. 3¢ and 40 mile winds
carried sparks out on the desert keeping our one tanker
truck busy extinguishing smafl fires. Luke Air Force came
to the rescue with four trucks bul Toa late to save the Lakes
Club. Six months later it was rebuilt and dedicated. in 1981,

the Lakes Club was soid and membership was qpened o

anyone regardless of place of residence.
Next Week - The Baleved “SAINTS”
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#THE BELOVED SAINTS”

Next fo goil, softball was & tavorite sport with Sun
Citians. Webb responded by buitding ® diamond in the
Grand Shepping Center in 1962 dubbed the “Webb Stadium®”
(with no seats). T & first league was formed and games
were played on Sunday afternoon.

The motivating force In the development of a new bali
park [n Sun City came ‘wo years Iafer from tha Phoenix
Ramblers Women's Soft~3il Team. When the !eam was
disbanded in 1945, they  ore anxloys to continue playing.
They urged a small band of Sun City fans fo approach
DEVYCO and the Grand A /coue Marchants to construct 2
park. The Merchants pubi.shed a questionaire in the News
$un fo test the interest in  ch & oroject. The overwhelming
response led f0 a new Lall park where the Suntowner
Restaurant in now located. Reoted bleachers to seat 1,000
speciators, were total sell-outs. Now all that was needed
was a calchy name for The worr :n's softball team. A confest
was run snd “Tha Saints” was the winner. Ford Hoftman,
who had coached the old Phoenix Ramblers took charge.
The Grand Avenue Marchants Association were the otficial
sponsors. The first regular season for the Saints began in
1947 and the Saint’s Boosler Club was organh:og. In 1970, the
park had to be dismantied fo make room for the new
sunfowner Restaurant and the Salnts moved fo the Peoris
High Schoal fletd. The third Sun City bailpark became 2
reality on July 4, 1970, Webb bullt & beautiful $300,000
stadium ea 111th Avenve and Grand with seating for 3,449,
By this time the Salnts ware making & name for themselves
and Sun CHy by traveling to Tokyo, South Alrics and
Rhodesia. Booster club mambetrship soared. Gerald Stapley
became the coach in 1973 and fad the team fo many
tournament championships plus a National Championship.
In 1979, the SUN CITY POM POM GIRLS with an average
age of 9, brightened up the field on most svenings, The
" iast seazon for the Sun City Sainis came in 1984 after

Raraay Y Allalal

TWO (SUN) CITIES

#SUN CITY WEST 1S BORN”

Long before Sun City was completed, Del Webb was

planning a sister cily fo be constructed with the same
lifestyle that was so overwheimingly successful in Sun
City. Search for ample land led him €ast and West of
sun City. To the East was the huge Bodine cltrus
groves. A thorough study was made of t..e terrain and a
strange phenomena was uncavered. A vein of under-
ground water running spasmodically from Jacox Road
south to near Thomad Road, was found fo come out of
the ground al 140 degrees. Homes built over this vein
{the equis) would have to be cooled and water heaters
would not be needed. This led Webb to the decision to
abandon the building of Sun City East in favor of land
scross the Agua Eria to the west and a future Sun City
West, .
On January st 1978 & new sef of model homes and &
new rofunda were opened 1o the public for the first time
in Sun City West. The previous year, DEVCO had
issued “Letters of Intent” to bulld in Sun City Wast ta
new home buyers from the Sun City model home
exhibit with the Meritage models to be the first homaes
built in the new city. Sun City residents Jumped at the
apportunity to invest in their sister city, taking out
Letters of Intent with no maonetary commitment until
the lots were officialily chosen. These letters also
committed Webb 1o sell at the price of the Sun city
models. Meanwhile a depression was enveloping the
nation and money- tightened, Holders of these letters
began selling them 1o new buyers since the price of the
new models in Sun City West had gone vp and DEYCO
was obligated 1o honor the ofd price. At the same time
the Sun City market was glutted with hemes for sale by
buyers of new homes in Sun City West thus creating a
highly competitive market. These combined circum-
stances caused the new sales and re - sale market fo go
belly up. '

Sun City West was originally designed fo have &
50,000 to 40,000 population but after the recession,
DEVCO decided to sefl off the land south of Grand
Avenue. The projected population was now set at
R 25,000 with completion in the sarly 1990°s.

@ 'A TALE OF @
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#SUN CITY BECOMES OF AGE"”

‘As the 25th birthday of Sun City approached, an unforget-

table era was coming to an end and 3 new foundation was
baing laid and nurtured 1o the west. The end of DEVCO'S
reign hecame apparent a3 they began to divest their holding
in Son City, The shopping cenfers were sold 1o Prudential
Lite Insurance Company. The Founfainbell, King’s Inn and
Motel, the Suntowner and the Lakes Club were sald. Office
bulldings and the Bell Plaza Profassiona! Building came
under new ownership. Finally all vacant land was sold or
avallable for sale to developers.

A cry srose from Syn Citians, “Del Webb is deserting
vs!” But ime had come fo move on to their next project,
Sun City West. They vowed to stand ready to assist and
advise whenever they were needed. As Del Webb said on
opening day, “Concrefe, steel and lumber maks the
buildings., but peopfe make the community.”

As Sun City was attaining Its freedom, Sun City West was
struggling to become mare independent of their sistar city.
The great need In the early years was s grocery sfore.
Wabb tought relentlessly to acquire # Safeway siore to
accupy the first shopping center near Hillcres!. But Sateway
refused 1o open tili the popuistion reached 5,000. After many
weeks of negotiations they relented at 4,000,

tn 1977, Webb attained one of the plums of professional
goif. The PGA Gelf Tournament was scheduied to play in
March 197¢ bringing thousands of goll enthusiasts info Sun
ity West for a week of the finast golf competition on the
Adrcult. In 1978, the Agua Fria River had sxperienced the
wvorst flood in recent years known as the “hundred year
‘lood”. The bridge over the Aqua Fris was washed out
solating Sun Clty Wes? from the East Vailey. A new bridge
was erected and expected fo endure for the next ‘100 yeary’,

But iate was not o be denied. Just before the opening of the

*GA Tournament, another catasirophic flood occurad wash-

s TWO (SUN) CITIES .
PAST — PRESENT— FUTURE

A legacy left by the Pioneers' of Sun City and the
»pan’, Delbert E. Webb and a few competent leaders
ef DEVCO, has fouched the lives of every Sun Citian in
the past and will endure for many years to coma, One
such leader was John Meeker, who reversed the policy
of being builders only. |t was Meeker who inaugerated
the policy fo involve the company directly with the
people of Sun City. He believed in spending money on
people instead of expensive national advertising. His
creation of many unique opportunities within the city,
sold mare houses than all the nationwide ads had done
in the past. He helped to mold a fifestyle in retirement
living that is still being copled around the world,

Sun City, the ninth {argest city in Arizona, has many
decisions fo make which will decide its future destiny in
a sunbeft state which is growing it a rate greater than
nearly any other state. The pros and cons of incorpora-
tion still remain the single most controversial subject

in Sun City. The decision must be wrested by the

people. As in the past, the future is in the hands of the
people. Although Sun City is no jonger building single
family homes, the selling macket is stilt in a volatile
state. The new tax laws have curbed many tax breaks.
But it s the contention of many, that people visiting the
Sunbelt and particularly the Sun Cities, would do well
fo buy a heme years in advance of their retirement

with the new fax breaks sllowed for 2 designated _

second homa. Buyers will find additional writeoffs as
ewners of a hture retirement home Investment., The
greatest gift you can give 1o your mate is Hving in the
Sun Cities,

Whatever the futurs kas in store for these great Sun
Cities, we who are provd fo couni ourselves as the
NEW PIONEERS, will lovingly and charitably nurture
these great cities and proudly pass their virtures into

—

‘ the care of future Sun Citlans for decades to come.
‘ North, South, East or Wes?, we are 8! proud to be Sul
Citians, Arizonans and AMERJCANS, - -

ng ot The mew bridge. The county could not get the bridge
wected in thma for the blg tournament, so Del Webb put hia
:onstruction crew to work and bulit the road themseives to
wandle the tremendous fratfic load about to converge on the
city. It was completed in less than & week and served .
the city for many month !g'll the new bridge was
tinally completed, (o B
A ~ = P

"ﬂ‘ ATALE OF, O
' 1wolsun) cfftes J)
THE ARTS FLOURISH IN THE SUN CITIES

Interes! in theatar. music and arl hss 8 firm cultural

toundation in the Sun Citles. A spectrum of talents not naturally
found in newly formed communities has been evident since the
tounding of Sun Clty in 1980,
First on the scene was the Sun City Playery organized in 1941
with aboul 30 members. The Swn City playsrs have produced
every form of dramatic art frem vavdeviile and opera fo
musicals and dramas. in 1967 thay started two malor produc-
tlons a year. Mambership foday stends near 700.

A wealth of professional and amatuevr musicai talent has
always been abundaal. The first dance cambo “The Mérry
Makers'” were tormaed in 1960 and later bacame known a4 the
“Rhythm Rambiery’” and going strong today, The oldest chorat
group is tha Sun City Women's Chorus founded in 1942, That
same year the Men's Chorus was starfed. With the proliferation
of & variaty of musical groups, the Sun City Musicians Club wes
astablished in 1974 and became an umbrella for the many
performing grouvps.

Twa ¢rovps which have made a name for themaslves
fhroughout the valley and the siate are the Sun Cities Sympheny
and ihe Sun Citles Fine Arts Soclety which has hrought the fine |
faients ol world remowned performers as well as promising
young talenl to the city. Sun City i3 the only reftirement
community in the nation with its own symphony orchestra and
has atiracted talen! from ali ovar the couniry. It was organized
in 1968 by Jennings Butterfield of Cape Cod. The Bufterfields
moved 10 Sun City and with the help of DEVCO'S Jarry Svendsen
and local pairons, a board was arganized and recruiting began
frem &ll ovar tha valley as weil 83 Flagstafl, The first concects
mcid st Meuntain View awvditorium and later Sundlal
avditbrivm. Many lamous guest artists have appeared with the
symphony. Concerts are now heid in the Sundome in Sem City
West boasting the largest symphony zudience in the worid.
Following Buttertieid’'s death in 990, Dr, Eugens Lombardi fook
over the baton and added » new dimenslon, 3 teiented 33
member chorus vnder Dr. H. Ward Bedford.

Art in ail its formn have bean avaliabis thru classes organited
in sach cecraalion cenfer with prominent valley artists as
feachers. Newcomars, whe had never painted, drawn or scuip-
tured, gquickiy litled the classes. A dream of » Swn City At
Museum began to take shape with a sateilite of the Phoenix Art
Museum being established In 1974, If was located on Bell at yoth
Avenwe. In 1980 il Incorporated and becams an indepondent
organization, DEVCO oflered a bullding sile at Thunderbird
Bovievard and Emarsld Drive, Tha (and was tater suchangsd for

thrae scres north of Beil Road between Ihe twu Sua Clties,

Tha bullding was compleled and apened In 1985, A second
) altlitun was samepmlaiod caud w—o o 4o rass

1
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Q YOU KNOW

What happened to mucll of the land that had been sat -

aside for & recreation center north of Union Mills? .
Following the 1977 - 1978 recession, there was a demand " -

for dupiexes by new home buyers, Since all the Sun

City {and to Beardsl¢y Road had been platted and most .

of it sold, DEVCO dacided to fake the land narth of
. Union Hills which had been set aside at the beginning

" for recreation. As the northern resdidents watched the .

lend being devoured by condos, a big row with DEVCO
ensved. The newspapes, the Daily News Sun, hopped on
. the bandwagon and sided with the residents who had
been promised a recreation center- for. their area.
. . Public opinion grew o hot that DEVCO feared what
 this conHict would do to fvfure new home sales. They
backed down and agreed to build Union Hills Recrea-
" fion Center (later re-named Marinetie). It was much
. .smaller then originally planned because the amount of

" available ilnd had now shrunk o half of the original

g to saﬂsfy the residerlis in the

o

(50

Do ‘ '
- YOU KNow J)

g @ YOU KNOW L(VJ)

What the gate price was to aftend celebrity
entertainrmen? in the Sun Bowl? .
Residents were admitted free with their recreation
card as identification. OQut of town guests paid just $2
per person. This included such wel known stars as
Lawrence Welk, Fred Waring, Guy Lombarde, Jimmy
Durants, Roberta Peters. Roger Wiiliams and Rese-
mary Clooney. It was difficult at first to get headliners
fo come to the remote spot In the Arizona desert, but
whaen they discovered they couid play fo 7,000 people
" in the amphitheatrs, they signed wiliingly.

Why Sun City slraﬂs north of
Grand Avenue sre in circles? ’ |
From 1965 to 1947 there was a rash of break-ins in $nn ’ z
-City with 15 or 20 homes being completely stripped of
furniture of residents spending the hot summers in the
cool country. Robert Meeker had heard that Circle City &
had layed out ali their streets in circles to discourage
strangers from driving in the city. It was sasy to get
jost driving around in circles. This is how Meeker
decided to solve the Sun CHy problem when they
- started Phase [l across Grand Avenus to prohcf

* What happened to m large custom modeis developed by
Devco to reach the exclusive executive home buyers?
In the early “80°s, Devco Mired architects o design custom
executive home for the half millien doilar plus market. Twe
of the homes were built and opened to the public, William
Boswell walked into the sales office one day after seeing the
models and demanded that they be closed immediately. “No
one in their right mind will pay that much for 3 home in the
desert. Close them now.” Thus the model homes were
closed and put on e market for sale, Never did he realize
that the value of Sun City West real estate would reach that
price. In the six ysars since that fatetv] day, a numbaer
of exclusive homes have been bought and sold close
to that price. —

i )

and their upkeep in Sun Clty and Sun City West?

You do. i is Included In your taxes. Special arrange-
Mments were made with Arizona Public Service by Del
Waebb to include the cost of street lighting for the two
$vn Cities fo be added to the property taxes. $So if your
. Sireet light goes out or Is damaged In any way
(other than power outages), call APS and they
wilt repair it fres of axtra charges. :

the ruldnnh agalnst burglary and theit, .
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) " Waddell & Libby o
‘ Tho Mén Behind The Names C

. N
' Thou has been much ln the news asbout the 'Waddell Ranch' or the 'Waddall l.
prison site’, Where did tha name come from? Who was Waddell? . L

= My isther, Donaid Ware Waddell, came lo Arizona in 1924 from Naw York.whare
. he had crealed a successtul municipal bond partnership. His interest was atimu- o
lated by Robert Basrdsley, who discussed the leasibillly of creating a huge -
' soricultural industry on the west aide of Maricopa County, by damming the Agua T
., ' Fria’ River. My father wes immediately captivated by the vision of flourishing
*"lwrmiands, whou fartlie aoll wouid bo Irrigated by the waters of Ihu Agus Fril R
. Fll\ur e . ) Co

At lhll po;lod there was & ‘wet cycle and it seemed that the gravity ﬂow would .
! be adequate to furnish water to some of the 37,000 acres under cultivation. Thie
© - all came to pass. But not without tms!rnilon near bankruptcy, and heart-bresk-
‘ ',' " ing seibacks, The Waddeli Dam wad' lijally completed in 1827, at-hal time the
. E3*: " second largest mul!ldlo arch dan1 It the world. Behind it was crested the lovely
"‘Lake Pleasant, which today la one of Arizona's favorita recreational areds.
‘, Howaver, by 1028, my father was 'land-poor’ as he had sunk all of his money
into the compietion of tha dam by paying the interest due the bondholders cut of

- his own pocket and floating & aocond Isaye of bonds to ineuro completion of |ha )

. projlcl | ‘ M.,

- B8 i Parts of those farmlmdn {owned by numerous small landowners and uveul
0_ larger companies) are now occuplad by great areas of Sun City, the runways. of

ok .Luko Fieid,"Dysart School, etc. bver tha years, the Waddell Ranch Company
wn comprssed into 3700 acres ‘which were sxtremely productive, dus 1o the
oxpcrliu ol my late hushand, Scott L. Libby, Jr. Qur colton production In some

ynrn waa the highest in the alale, avaraging over three bales lo the acre. We

" alse farmed wheat, grains, soybaans, and feed for our large cetile pens. We also

ralsed lettuce, onlom. po!alooa citruu. and malons — you name it nnd we grew

' " oor trled tol BRI
_, * Mennwhuo. Scott nnd | ﬂved In tho midat of Ihis tarming community at Weddell,

-’  Atizona, and centered in the cotlon camp, where at harvest asason we housed

. as many as 2,000 translent pickers. Christmes Day, for many years, was de-

= " yotad to dishing up dinner to alt these psaple, an activily In which all Libbys and - -
. Waddelis and our parmansnt employees look part. Theas were the dust bow!

" days (post- -depression) belore mechanical cotton pickers were perfected. During
our first summer on the ranch, in 1934, we had no electricity, which eliminated -,

* aven a swamp cooler. We slapt wrnpped In wel shaeta on the iront lawn or on -

© the fiat roof of our ldoba housel ’

In_July, 1962 my falher created a foundation which would tund ell kinds of ~

sducational Iaciilties, health services, and medi¢al research, particulady cancer -

' research. Both my mother and lather, and my late husband dlad of cancer, When

my father died, at tha age of B3, in 1984, his entire estate was left equally

* divided 1o the foundation and o me. | eventually became presldent of this,
charitabls foundation, which to date has contributed to dozens of Arizona-basad

organizations In need of lunds and support such as The Phoenix Zco, The =

Phoenix Art Museum, The Heard Mugeum, St. Luke's Hospital, Barrow's Modlca!a i

= Genter, The Phoenix Symphony, Boys Ciubs, étc., elc. - -

In the beginning, the Foundalion had very little cash ﬂow .0 m order to meel our 7~
, obligations to thess community services which we wiahed to fund, we decided to -
put the Waddell Ranch Company on the marke!. While walting for ttie right buyer ’ f‘,
1o come slong, we gave 140 acres of prime farm land in the center of our ranch =~
- 1o The Litchiiald Elementary School District for the purpose of building a much’ ",
needad school in that location. The School Board intended to name the school -
after my lllhBl’, but as he aiready had & dam, & town and post office, and n
. boutevard named for him, iy hushand's name, Scot! L. Libby, Jr., was slg-
] guled The concept of this gift of iand which Scott had developed was his .
original ides. When the school was completed lrom the designs of architect .
' Andrew Toth, it .won Mo malor nntlonc! awardu for excellence in daalgn of a

.

n

’ ‘:‘ " achool bullding. R
i ‘

in July, 1973 Cltorplllar Oorporuhon naﬂollated an optton to buy lho Wlddoll .

e Ranch. Caterpliiar lold us it wantad to acquire the land to trade it to the State of .. by

" Arizona in exchangs for iis proving ground in the White Tank Mountains, which -

. wea on State Lessed land. it waa suggested that If the exchange wera np- ’

proved, the Waddsll Ranch land might be vsed by the Board of Regents for & '*’
Waeal-aide university, or that the experimental farm near Mesa might be moved -

.{" to the Waddell Ranch. Soms local farmers discunsed with the Land Depariment

. ihe possbillty of obtaining a farm lease on the land. The Caterpillar Corporation - -

" kept extending the option, and finally completed the purchase of the land in’

June, 1978, There had never been any mention of tha land baing used for a

._prison site, and we assumed the land would continue 1o be used 1o enhance the ...

. lqucullural coMmunlly in which we had dedicated our lifetimas to dovelop, L e

Preses

Tho rast, of courss, i3 to me the saddest page of hlatory in my Iife. My mhor ; .
-%ug @ and my husband's names have been monotonously yaed in headlinea, without -
anyona knowing vary much about the MEN behind the names. 1 thought it time ...
' lpoko out end filied in the background of two Arizona pioneers, Donald Ware ',._f
. Waddell and Scott L. Libby, Jr., who sctually iived and breathed in their adopted - ™=
state, during the first haif of thia century. Thelr conlrlbulions to the cultural ifte, i
the civic pride, the community endeavors, and the economy of the State of
. Arlzone have besn sorely neglected by the proes and media. What an ironlc, . - .
) - posthumcus memotial to two honest men, whoae llistime-reputations were un- *'
blemished and reupoclod by ali who knew mem - a prlaon tor oach — as a

. rewardt.

-,
e
-

.

i
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Eleanor Waddell Libb'j' ‘
(Mrs Scott L. leby. Jr Yo




