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Thus was born the ﬁel E.
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- ~'He " specialized

development
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‘and legislative problems.

employes and his busmess

boomied.

in the
canstruction of commercial
buildings,  schools, - homes,

company entered
field,
and
planning commercial sites.

In . 1945, Mr. Webb
fulfilled a boyhood dream
by - joining Dan Topping in
buying the New York

Yankees. This found him in

a dominant role at major
league. council tables as a
leader in solving American
and baseball
expansion,

UNDER the two owners
the Yankees won 15
American League cham-

- plonships and 10 World
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S'enes crowns. However an
opportunity to sell his.

Yankee interest to CBS 'in
1965 saw the contractor

- close a 20-year ownershxp
and hotels. In the 19505, the -
.the -

career.

His love for sporls hever

was relinguished. He joined
Phoenix business friehds,in
the early .’30s .to -establish
the Phoenix Open and once

shot .a 67 in an opening

program to have his name
written _above ‘champipns
Byron Nelson and Ben
Hogan, pros of the day.

In 1960, the Del E, Webb
Construchon Co. became
the Del E. Webb Cor-
poration and launched the
world-famous .Sun . City

_retirement community. .

WITH corporate
headquarters in Phoenix,
the Webb , interests soon
included airlines, banking,

- Florida.

mmmg manufacturmg.;
and. o1, Major. hotels. are
centered in. Hawaii and the
West, but firm ' projects
expand to ‘Iowa “and

He was an offxcerland'
director . of Bmg Croqby
Producers, Inc., - the :Syn-
Country Broadcastmg Co.,
Arizona Au'ways ‘and
Arizona Brewing Co. MR

Hotels include the Sahara
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Sahara-Tahoe 'in - Lﬁke
Tahoe, Newporter Inn” at
Newport Beach. Calif.,
Kuilima Hotel in Oahu,
Hawaii, Primadonna . Club
in Reno .and | the
TownéHouse and, Mom;hfn

‘Shadows here, . . )

Survivors inclﬁdew is
wife, Toni, Phoenix, and a
brother, almer pwh
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Encanto Residential Park was brand new,
So was the Security Building.
Phoenix’ first families were either making

preparations for or en route to their summer .

homes for vacations at Iron Sprmgs near Pre-
scott, the society pages of The Arizona Repub-
lican reported. -

The Arizona Biltmore hotel, at $2.2 million a
giant project, was just entering construction.

Goodyear was boastfully introducing pneu-
matic automobile tires containin% fiber cord
made of cotton grown in the Salt River Valley
and C.P. Stephens was a DeSoto dealer.

It was summer 1928, and somewhere in the
Valley a young carpenter named Delbert Webb
was swinging a hammer for a building con-
tri'afctor and about to go into business for him-
se

The California-born son of a builder, his
promising professional baseball career cut
short by a bad bout with typhoid and/er an
arm or shoulder injury,_ was on his way to
founding the. Del E. Webb Corp., a
multimillion-dollar company that was to come
to run hotels and casinos, develop entire com-
munities and build giant office towers and
" hospitals and public structures of almost every
sort.

A legend was in the making.

As with most le
announcements. The Del Webb legend must be
real, because its roots are buried in murky
obscurity.

Indeed Webb did come here from California
to play baseball, arriving sometime in early
1928, and no doubt he did swing a hammer on
consiruction jobs,

The mist creeps in about here, when we
start looking for details about when and under
what c1rcumstances Webb became his own
boss.

Company lore has it that he was working on
a grocery store under construction sometime
in July 1928 when his boss, a contractor whose
name has been either lost or expunged from
the historical files, skipped out. Webb’s pay-
check bounced.

As legend has jt, the store was a Bayless
Payless market, and J.B. Bayless, father of
A.J., asked young Del the carpenter to take it
over.

He did, and Del Webb, contractor, was in
business. Accounts later have him recollecting
that he came into possession of a small con-
crete mixer; 10 wheelbarrows, 20 shovels and
10 picks.

About here is where legend and history start
to get confused.

The site of that supermarket isn't recorded
anywhere that we or the Webb corporate pub-
lic relations minions have been able to find.

That Del Webb was in business as a contrac-
tor in 1928, and probably in 1928, is estab-
lished in the 1929 Phoenix city directory,
listing “Webb Del bldg contr 218 N 9th.”
Street, that was.

ends, though, there were no’

Joe Cole | i}j

Business and Financial Edltor

Roots of the Webb legend

may never be--uncovered_

The 1929 Arizona State Business Directory
lists “Webb Del E. 230 N. 9th” under contrac-
tors and builders.

(The 1930 city directory lists bulldmg con-
tractor Del E. Webb with an office at 16'33 W.
Jefferson and home at 510 W. Fillmore.) -

That established, the greater challenge lies
in determining where that corporate 1ncuba-
tor market was.

Several hours of poring through mlcrofﬂm
of The Arizena Republican and The Arizona
Gazette reveal that Bayless, Safeway Pay«n-
Takit, Peerless and Piggly nggly were the. blg
grocery chains here.

Bayless had pure cane sugar for 64 cents for
10 pounds (in bulk) and Honey Maid graham
crackers at 30 cents for a two-pound box; Safe-
way had Thompson seedless grapes at three
pounds for a quarier, the grocery ads said.

The ads didn't list the addresses of the stor es
then, though.

That made it difficult to trace a cl ué from
an early job file that has survived all the years
in the Webh corporation’s growth, .

That file lists in September 1928 a ,}oh -of
fixtures and repairs on the Bayless No. 4. .

(It also showed a January 1929 date for the
Bayiess No. 11.)

Paydlrt washed away hlstory-dlgger eye-
strain when the microfilm spun te Page- 6 of

Continued on Page D-2(

Del E. Webb's first office at 218 N. Ninth St.
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More
about
Continued from Page D-17

T:he Arizona Republican for Saturday Morn-
ing, Aug. 25, 1928.

‘A news item, with picture, reported the
opening that day of the Bayless No. 8 at Grand
and 11th Avenues to serve the Five Points
area. No, 87 Where was 47

EThe article reported that plans called for-

. two more stores to open that fall—one in Glen-
dalé and the other at Seventh Street and In-
dian S¢hool Road. :

The:latter, it was said, would be called No. 4

— to fzke the place of the Gilbert store of that
numbér, whick had been sold.

The -drticle about store No. 8 reported that it
was built on specifications furnished by the
Bayless organization. )

The contractor was not named in the piece,
the omission a huge exception to the practice
of those days.

It could well be that young Del Webb
worked on that job, and the unnamed contrac-
_ _tog was the one who dropped out on the later
Job. |
The answer may never be found. Most who
might remember 50 years ago are gone.

J.B. Bayless, founder of the chain who in-
stalied his son, A.J., as the head of the fruit

and vegetable section of Bayless Payless No. 8, |
is gone: So is A.J., who started today’s chain in |
1930 after his father sold out to the MacMarr |

chain in 1929,

. Webb did indeed build for A.J. Bayless, the
first job apparently the A.J. Bayless No. 2 in
1931, built in 27 days at Central and Moreland
becausé Bayless wanted to beat a competitor
to-a-grand opening. (That store was torn down
in.1971 to make way for a freeway.}

}Vebb went on to build homes in the Fncanto

Roots of the Webb .legend :

area and elsewhere in Phoenix, then branched
out toc northern Arizona and southern Arizona
and Cailifernia, taking on bigger and bigger .
jobs.

The point of all this serves only to establish
that the Del E. Webb Corp. is in fact in its
o0th year, as its switchboard operators have
been answering calls for the past several

‘months.

It's just that nobody know £sr sure the
exact company birthdate,
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Del Webb, atleft, greets residents at early eventin Town Hall.

Of Webb footprints, this is deepest

Del Webb, who con-
sidered Sun City one of the
greatest accomplishments
in his long, successful
career as a developer,
didn't live to "see the
community he started
celebrate its 15th an-
niversary,

Death overtook the
founder and board chair-
man of the Del E. Webb
Corporation last July 4. The
73-year-old builder, who
began as a carpenter,
succumbed to  com-
plications following ex-
pleratory surgery for lung
cancer. ‘

Webb first worked with
his father's construction
comipany in California. But

when the firm went
bankrupt, he left school to
work as a carpenter during
the week and pitch semi-
pro baseball on Sundays.
.TYPHOID fever and an
injury from a slide ended
his dreams of a baseball
career, so he traveled to
Phoenix and began working
with a small construction
company. In 1928, he
opened his own firm.
Although he started
small, the construction
industry was booming and,
in time, s¢ was the Del E,
Webb Construction Co. He
built commercial buildings,
schools, homes, and hotels.
In the 1950s the company

entered the development

field, acquiring land,
building and selling homes,
and planning commercial
sites.

Meanwhile, in 1945 Webb
had reentered the sports
world as he joined Dan
Topping in purchasing the
New York Yankees. While
he was co-owner the
Yankees won 15 American
League championships and
16 World Series; they won

their last pennant in Webb's .

final year as an owner,
1964. -

In the 1930s he had helped
establish the Phoenix Open
golf tournament and once
shot a 67 in one of the
opening rounds,

.

IN 1960, as the company
launched Sun City, the firm
became the Del E. Webb
Corporation. - Webb in-
terests soon included
airlines, banking, mining,
manufacturing, and oil. He
was an officer and director
of Bing Crosby Producers,
Inc., the Sun Country
Broadcasting Co., Arizona
Airways, and Arizona
Brewing Co,

Major Webb hotels in-

‘cluded the Sahara and Mint

in Las Vegas, the Sahara-
Tahoe in Lake Tahoe,
Newporter Inn at Newport
Beach, Calif.,, Kuilima
Hotel in Qahu, Hawaii,
Primadonna Club in Reno,
and the.TowneHouse and

Mountain Shadows in
Phoenix.

Webb's business skilis
enabled him to take the
dream of an active
retirement community and
turn it into reality. In Sun
City, that dream probably
exceeded even his own
wildest expectations.

He always remembered
to pay tribute to those who
settled here, however. As
he was so widely quoted,
“Concrete, steel, and
lumber can make the
buildings, but people make
the community. Together,
we can realize a way of life
unprecedented in Amer-
ica.”

P
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- Time magazine August 3, 1962,
| with a shuffleboard court

behind him in the artist’s drawmg,
" revealed nationally what and who he is:

Del Webb, the hulking, slope-shouldered,
long-stndmg, 63-year-old, who hates to be

called Delbert, could not stand the life in one of -

his own Sun Cities for more than a few days, or
a few-hours. ,

“Though he has earned some unexpected
.gratitude for his retirement centers, he is
better known for more rough-and-tumble
activies: as co-owner of the New York
Yankees, as one of the largest single builders
in the U S. :

-THE JOURNEYMAN A restless

barnstormer by trade and temperment, he was -

born in Fresno, California. His mother was the

_ daughter of a German farmer who built one of
California’s first irrigation systems. His father
was the son of an English‘evangelist. But most
of Del Webb's early exposure to religion came
from his father’s three sisters. -

~ “Those Wﬂhw
squeaked ad fo nday
Sch661‘":i‘riﬂ"é‘ﬁﬁ??:h and. nit, I wanted to
pla ey thought baseball was -

trafhckmg with the devil, so when I finaly went
out to. play—l'had‘to‘d?ﬁrmnd then under
an assumed name.’

His father, a building contractor and
amateur ballplayer passed on to him the tools

of his two trades, a carpenter’s saw and a fast -

ball.

By the time he was 10, Del"’knew his way
-around the scaffolding or the infield with equal
aplumb. ““I can’t remember not being captain
of the team,"” he says:-‘‘When we choose sides

for a pick-up game, I was always one of the
guys who did the choosing.”

When he'was 14, his father went bankrupt
and Del hit the road two years later. “I've been
on the move ever since,”’ he says. “It gets in
your blood and you can’t stop.”

Weekdays he was a journeyman carpenter on
construction jobs; weekends he played semi-
professional ball.. Webb hit naj d nailed

hitters all over the West, from Calgary down to

the Mexican border, developing at the same
time a taste for old bourbon and young ladies.

. During World War I, he worked on the -
Oakland shipyards. When it was over he
married his childhood sweetheart, Hazel
Church. The marriage broke up in 1952 and last
year Webb married pretty brunette, Toni Ince,

41, buyer for the Bullock’s Wilshire department :

store in Los Angeles.

20 BOURBONS A DAY. Del Webb’s baseball
" days ended in 1925 with a crunch of cracked

- ribs and torn ligaments sliding home from

second on a short single, followed by about of
typhoid fever that brought his weight down
from 204 pounds to 99 pounds. .

When he was on his feet again, he landed a
job with a small contractor in Phoenix. One
day, when he was worklng on the construction
of a new grocery store, his paycheck bounced
and his employer disappeared. The owner

.. asked Webb to take over the job and the Del E.
#Webb Construction Company was born. -

Its total assets, one cement mixer, ten

wheelbarrows, twenty s s.and
By 1935, This was a $3,000,000 business.

With World War 11, the Webb c company
moved inte the big time and built most of the
air stations and military instailations in
Arizona and Southern California. Among
current projects: he is building with George A.
Fuller Company, a $62 million Minuteman
Missile silo complex in Montana, and with
Humble Qil Company, he'is working on an
estimated 375 to 500-million community -

“lettering must be on the door.

covering 15,000 acres southeast of Houston, -
which will house the employees of NASA’s new
center for manned spacecraft. ,

World War II also made another marked
change in Webb’s life. He was laid up with
something the Army diagnosed as the flu and a
doctor was routinely taking his personal
history.

As Webb tells it, ‘““When I told him I drank
from 10 to 20 bourbons a day, he damn near
dropped his teeth, He said I ought to-cut down
but I told him I'd damn well quit, and I did.”
And not another drop of whiskey has passed his

" lips'since that day. “All that time I spent

drinking, I could now spend working."

Del Webb works even when he plays. The
New York Yankees, which he bought with Dan
Topping and Larry Macphail, for $2,000,000, in
1945 (he and Topping bought out Macphail’s
interest for $2,000,000 in 1947), serve him well
as a developer of new business via free passes,
casual meetings in the ballpark and just plain

publicity.

The golf course is another fertile source of
new contracts and big deals; Webb belongs to
no less than 14 golf clubs around the country,
shoots in the high 70s.

NO SMOKING. Supervising his diversified .
$75 million empire in which he stepped up
recently from president to board chairman in a:
move to make more room at the top, Webb logs
between 50,000 and 125,000 miles of flying a
year. Last year he flew out to Los Angeles,

- talked to Long Beach officials about building

their 1976 World's Fair, then to Santa Monica
where his company is in charge of a $55 million
redevelopment program. Then he was off to
Manhattan for Old Timers’.day at Yankee
Stadium.

He has three full-time hotel suites: In the
Beverly Hilton (which hebuiltT, the Mountain
Shadows Resort in Phoenix (which he also .
built) and Manhattan’s Waldolf Astoria (which
was built in 1930-1931 when he wasn’t looking),

In each of them he keeps complete

"~ wardrobes as well as caches of clothes in half a

dozen other hotels around the country,.

All tell, he owns 150 suites, 90 pairs of shoes
(plus 52 pairs of golf shoes}, numberless
outsized shirts (17 3/4 neck, 37 sleeve), snarles
of 58-inch ties (normal length is 52) and *“a
hellufa lot of hats.”

Webb is a nut about smoking. All his desks
bear metal signs saying “No Smoking” and he
means it. And about standardization, Webb
offices are run according to the blue book,
which specifies even what kind. of desk .
calendar pads are to be used and what kind of
77777

One employee who drove a tan car when
Webb wanted all company cars to be black,
found his sedan had been removed from the
parking lot and repainted while he was at
work. D

Webb is too busy to spend much time at his
retirement cities, but he did manage to spare a
day last week to talk-with a group of medical
researchers ahout the establishment of a
research center for gerontology at Phoenix’
Sun City.

“When I see what we’ve built,” he says, “ips
the most satisfying thing that’s ever happened
to me. An old fellow came up to me once with
tears in his eyes and thanked me for buiiding
Sun City. He said he was planning to spend the
happiest years of his life here.”

The mere thought of staying put so long
makes Delbert Eugene Webb profoundly

‘uneasy.
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Webb eulogized
in final tribute

More than 5,000 Sun
Citians filled the Sun Bowl
Sunday to pay their final
tribute to Del E. Webb, the
man whose concept of a
new lifestyle for retirees

led to the founding of Sun

City 14 years ago.

They heard Sen. Barry
Goldwater, a friend of
Webb’s for more than 40
years, recall how the two

men met and describe the -

late developer as a man
who “‘contributed as much
to Arizona as any one
man.”

Sun Citians also heard
tributes by officials of three
local civic groups and the
president of the Del E.
Webb Corperation, Robert
Johnson.

SENATOR Goldwater
recalled meeting Webb
when he was a carpenter,
noting he and his brother
gave Webb the first con-
tract he ever had—a
remodeling job on a
Goldwater store in
downtown Phoenix.

Tracing Webb's career,
the senator then turned to
the developet’s concept for
Sun City, calling it ‘‘the
most remarkabie idea for a
rommunity any man in our
country ever had.”

“He was a perfect gen-

" tleman, although he liked to

play hard.” Goldwater
said. “‘He had dedication,
honesty, and a great faith in
the enterprise system that
made him successful.”

“WE THANK the Lord
we had the opportunity of
knowing him,” the senator
concluded, “'and realizing
the great things he’s done
for us.”

Johnson described his
former employer as “my

" mentor, my model.”” Wehb

“enjoyed life thoroughly

“and had a vibrant, great

enthusiasm for the future,”
Johnson said.
Earl Clore, president of

the Homeowners.

Association, asked Sun
Citians to “rededicate their
efforts to keeping Sun City
the kind of city that Del
Webb would be proud to
have his name associated
with,”

BILL KENT, vice presi-
dent of Recreation Centers
of Sun City, noted the rec
center facilities as yet
another unique character-
istic of Sun City and paid
tribute to ‘the man who
made it all possible.”

“lI never knew Del
Webb,”" said Doug Morris,
of the Sun City Taxpayers
Association, “I also never
saw a human mind or soud,
but I can see their ac-
complishments. And I can
look at Sun City and know
Del Webb.”

Noting that this feeling
was contrary to the usual
memorial speech, Morris-
asked that Webb's spirit
never rest.

“I HOPE his spirit
continues to be in the
winding streets of Sun City,
continues to motivate those
with the task of translating .
the genius of his vision into
reality, continues to goad:
those that reach 65, 70 or’
clder who may feel their'l

A

_challenge is over.”

Morris, noting that Del:
Webb “made our coming,
together  irresistible,”:
concluded that Webb's,
spirit never rest 8o his voice
will always say to the:
pecple here, "I built you ai
Sun City, but only you cano
fulfill its promise.”

The huge crowd, ob-i
vipusly moved by Morris'
talk, heard tenor Carl
Schlaegel sing ‘‘America,
the Beautiful’’ before:
Father Palmer Plourde:
pronounced the benedie-
tien.
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.SUN CITY — They came by the thou-
sands — the silver-haired men and wom-
‘en - 10- pay - trlhute §unday mght to
tyl E. W:g
veloper of tlus etirement . commumty

" The sumimer sun waned and twilight
iook over as the Sun Bowl filled with”

.an estimated: 5,000 persons at the memo-
rial services for Webl:l who dled at the
age of 75 on July 4.

Sen, Barry Goldwater, R-Arlz traced

his 40-year frIEHdshlp with Webb, He
talked - about Webb’s association with
baseball and his career as & carpenter
whe made good. =

- *1 think the.dominant ‘thing I remem-
ber about him was his passion for hon-
esty,” said Goldw‘dter “After he became
a, businessman it was a thrill to watch

: votlon

community — and jdea for a commu-

nity — that any’ man has bad in the

hlstory of our country.

“As a native of this state, 1 think I

can say he has. contributed as' much to
Arizona as any one man — not just in
-3 material way but in-a spiritual way
tof providing a cohtinuation of the good
i life for people who have earned it

There were other speakers.

Robért H.- Johnson, president of the
" Tl E. Webb Corp., said he worked' for
Webb 40 years and would continue to
o s0.

. “He was my mentor and model » said ‘

Johnson. *“Webb was an aggressive lead-
er; a mman who demanded as much from

- those who worked for hiln as he de-

manded from Hine He was a vibrant
. person, and he § Bt day fully with
‘gregt-faéuthusla present
the; future.”

L

. Barl! Clol‘e?’p%

Home Owners Association, credited Webb
as-a “man‘ef vision for having changed .
‘our life-style and given us’ a ‘chance to':
spend Jour rehre.ment years ln a way
‘we: can emoy them :

75,000 hionor Del Webb Y
inservicesat Sun City

1, ‘the : late foupder” and. de-

_him, He started on nothing but: American -
initiative; ‘willingness to work, and de-

: ?‘"I‘hen’ he got the greai.- lclea of Sun'.._
“City. L thmk this ls the: most remarkable

'- r'- | of the Sun Clty ‘

20

L NI

Rapublic phole «.

Sen. ‘Barry Goldwater, R-Afiz.,
eulogized Del E. Webb Sunday,.;

william Kent, vice president of the
Recreation. : :Centers - Incy. spoke of t]m
“recreation facilities, the-Jakes, the; gl
courses and even -ourtvery homes as

‘remembrances of Webb. We are thanks

ful for the Spe(:lal way of life he mads;
avallable for us.’

i Mortis, president of the Su.n City
Tax prs#Assomatmn, said -he” hoped
Wehb*e: “spibit never rests. I hope it
contibés to motivate thoge now vested
with- the task .oftranslating:the genius
of his vision . im0 feslities: a8 ‘startling

“at e saw- ;hm, ‘as pl‘aCthal as he made

t.hern

“1 hope the splnt of Del. Webb never
rests — for then whoge voice would come-
to us on the breeze that drifis over:the
land of Arizona — whose voice will say
‘1 built ‘you .a Sun City, but only: you
can fulfill its promlse o
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plorabory surgery. I-Ie
was 75.

His body was cremat-
ed in Rochester, and
his ashes scattered

- over his beloved Ariz-

ona, in accordance with
his wishes. Born May
17, 1899, in Fresno, Cal-
if., to Ernest and Hen-

carpenter opened a

modest construction
business in July 1928,

Thus was born the Del
E. Webb Construction
Co...

He specialized in the
construction of com-
mercial buildings,
schools, homes and ho-

by joining Dan Toppmg
in buying the New York
Yankees, This found
him in a dominant role
at major league council
tables as a leader in
solving  American
League and baseball
realignment, expansion
and legislative prob-

program to have his
name written above
champions Byron Nel-
son and Ben-: Hogan,
pros-of the day.::

In 1960, ther Del: E.
Webb Construction Co.
became:j theiDel E.
Webb Corparation and
launched the world-fa-

tels. In the 1950s, the
company entered the
development field, ac-
quiring land, building
and selling homes, and

rietta Forthcamp lems,
Webb, he was equally
at home with a ham-
mer or a baseball when

he was a boy...

Del E. Webb, founder
and chairman of the
board for the Del E,
Webb ‘Corporation, died

plications following ex- pany. The 23-year-old filled a boyhood dream

| Officials tribute Webb

(July 16, 1974) “my mentor, my model.” Webb “enjoyed
More than 5,000 Sun Citians filled the Sun  life thoroughly and had a vibrant, great
Bowl Sunday to pay their final tribute to Del  enthusiasm for the future,” Johnson said,
E. Webb, the man whose concept of a new Earl Clore, president of the Homeowners
lifestyle for retirees led to the founding of  Association, asked Sun Citians to ‘‘rededi-
® Sun City 14 years ago. + cate their efforts to keeping Sun City the
8 They heard Sen. Barry Goldwater, a friend  kind of city that Del Webb would be proud to
2 of Webb’s for more than 40 years, describe  have his name associated with.”
‘2 the late developer as a man who ‘‘contribut- Bill Kent, vice president of Recreation
*# ed as much to Arizona as any one man."” Centers of Sun City, noted the rec center
% . Sun Citians also heard tributes by officials  facilities as yet another unique characteris-
% of three local civic groups and the president  tic of Sun City and paid tribute to ““the man
# of the Del E. Webb Corporation, Robert = who made it all possible.”
2 Johnson. ' “I never knew Del Webb,” said Doug
@ Senator Goldwater recalled meeting Webb  Morris, of the Sun City Taxpayers Associa-
% when he was a carpenter, noting he and his = tion. “I also never saw a human mind or
@ brother gave Webb the first contract he ever  soul, but I can see their accomplishments.
had—a remodeling job on a Goldwater store  And I can look at Sun City and know Del
in downtown Phoenix. Webb.” .
i g “He was a perfect gentleman, aithough he Noting that this feeling was contrary to the
'@ liked to play;bard,” Goldwater said. ‘‘He
2 had dedmahoﬁ"ﬁbnest& and a great faith in
# the enterprise systenf.’
(@ “We thank the Lord we had the opportuni-
'8 ty of knowing him,” the senator concluded.”
|~ Johnson described his former employer as

Webb’s spirit never rest.

“I hope his spirit continues to be in the
winding streets of Sun City, continues to
motivate those with the task of translating
the genius of his vision into reality.”

His love for sports
never was relinquished.
He joined Phoenix busi-
ness friends in the ear-

July 4, 1974, in the He moved to Phoenix planning commercial ly ’30s to establish the
Mayo Clinic at Roches- and found work with a sites. Phoenix Open and once
ter, Minn., from com- small contracting com- 1n 1945, Mr. Webb ful- shot a-67 in an opening

and grati| ~"‘j of -Saldny
usual memorial speech, Morris asked that

mous Sun City retire-
ment community.

With cogporate head-
guarters in Phoenix, [
the Webb interests soon
included airlines, bank-
ing, mining, manufac-
turing and oil.

EDITORIAL

(July 8, 1974, News-Sun)

...Webb was a retiring sort
of fellow who never lost the
common touch. And he had a
surprisingly keen interest in
the well being of the large
numbers of people whom. his
corporate empire touched di-
rectly or indirectly.

Webb did not conceive the
Sun City retirement idea.
But as a corporate adminis-
trator he had a happy facul-
ty for surrounding himself
with creative men—and he
had vision...

As an earthy guy, he made
friends easily. As a generous
fellow who made his gener-
ous gestures Atibut {2
he acquired shmendingtion

would look upon 5 ' Clty as
the major accomplishment
of his fantastic career.
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- 2nd wife gets
$1.5 million in
Del Webb will

Construction magnate Del E. Webb

provided a tax-paid $1.5 million to his
second wife and $75,000 a year for life
to his first wife in a will filed Thursday
and scheduled for probate in Los
Angeles Aug. 2. o

Webb, 74, died July 4. -~

His Del E. Webb Corp. was involved
in construction, contracting, retiremeni
camumunity development and hotel
ownership.

The bulk of his esiate, which is still
to be evaluated, goes to the Del E.
Webb Foundation in Phoenix.

The will also provides that his second
wife, Toni Ince Webb, will get $10,000
each month until the estate is settled.
She has residences here and in Los
Angeles.

His first wife, Hazel L. Webb, now
lives in the Webb-built Sun City relire-
ment community. The couple was dl-
vorced,

A spokesman said the will Is belng
probated in Los Angeles because
Webb’s lawyer lives there.

Webb's brother, Halmar, Notth Holly-
wood, Calif. and five Arizona and
Nevada corparaie officers of the Del E.
Webb Corp. were bequeathed $100,000
each.

The offlcers are W. P. Oollms,
George W.. Reeve, W. J. Miller and
Fred P. Kuentz, all of Phoenix, and
Jess W. Hinkle of Las Vegas.

Two nieces, Margot Weber and Ca.n-
dice Ballou, both of Los Angeles, will
each receive $25,000. The executor of
the estate, Robert H. Johnson of
Pasadena, Calif. will receive $150,000.
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- 2nd wife gets
$1.5 million in

Del Webb will

Construction magnate Del E. Webb
provided a tax-paid $1.5 million to his
second wife and $75,000 a year for life
to his first wife in a will filed Thursday
and scheduled for probate in Los
Angeles Aug. 2.

Webb, 74, died July 4. "

His Del E. Webb Corp. was Involved
in construction, contracting, retirement
colramunity development and hotel
ownership.

The bulk of his estate, which is still
to be evaluated, goes to the Del E.
Webb Foundation in Phoenix.

The will also provides that his second
wife, Toni Ince Webb, will get $10,000
each month until the estate is settled.
She has residences here and in Los
Angeles.

His first wife, Hazel L. Webb, now
lives in the Webb-built Sun City retire-
ment community. The couple was di-
vorced.

A spokesman said the will is being
probated in Los Angeles because
Webb's lawyer lives there.

Webb's brother, Halmar, North Holly-
wood, Calif. and five Arizona and
Nevada corporate officers of the Del E.
Webb Corp. were bequeathed $100,000
each, :
The offlcers are W. P. Collins,
George W. Reeve, W. J. Miller and
Fred P. Kuentz, all of Phoenix, and
Jess W. Hinkie of Las Vegas.

Two meces Margot Weber and Can-
dice Ballou, both of Los Angeles, will
each receive $25,000. The executor of
the estate, Robert H. Johnson of
Pasadena, Calif. will receive $150,000.
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In Memoriam

In person, he seemed like one of the last of the
strong, silent tall men out of the West - per-
sonified so well in movies of the Thirties and
Forties by Gary Cooper, John Wayne and Joel
McCrea - transplanted into the finest of business
suits and flying the fastest of jets to amble
among the world's sophisticates.

In resuits, his was a great economic and
sociological succeess.

In vision he was a radical futurist, moving
restlessly and energetically in pursuit of his next
challenges and the further progress of his fellow
men.

His works have left many great physical
.memorials to his period among us, but none so

lasting or so treasured by him as the intangible

vitality and way of lifc that he helped to spark in
his beloved Sun City, Arizona.

The death last week of Del E. Webb leaves us |

with a sensc of great loss, but with an even
greater sensc of gratitude for the legacies he has
left to us and the example he has set for us. From
the time he began his Horatio Algeresque climb
from a sickly, undcrweight young carpenter
through great business triumphs until his death
on July 4, 1974, he lived his life as a great and
stimulating adventure.

His legend frequently outran but never out-
performed his reality. This lean, erect man with
his slow bul persistent strides moved cver for-
ward. His reserved manner often hinted of
aloofness or even arrogance, but he could be the
most disarming and persuasive of con-
versationalists when_the sibject moved from
housing, hotels, offite buildings - the serious
concerns of his present and future - to topics that
for him represented diversion - his early days in
Phoenix, his long romance with baseball and,
strangely cnough, politics.

Though for many years he maintained
simultanegus homes in New York, Los Angeles
and Phoenix - with triplication of clothing,.tagth:
brush and shaving materials to lessen luggage
burdens - he remaincd a Phoenician at heart.
For him the good things of life were intertwined
inextricably with his mutually favorable
relationship with Arizona. And he looked back
with a great and warm fondness upon the friends
and events of his rise from obscurity in the
Arizona sun.

His early dreams of becoming a baseball star
were never realized, but he was one of the most
successful team owners in the history of
professional sports. Financially, he and Dan
Topping pulled a series of marvelous moves,
buying with colorful Larry McPhail the New
York ~ Yankces (with Webb acquiring half-
interest in the Yankzes for less than $2 million)
just before baseball could emerge from its World
War 11 doldrums, operating the team on a highly
profitable basis for 20 seasons, selling Yankee
Stadium for much more than they had paid for
thc whole franchise, and then selling the team to
CBS for $14 million just before the Yankee team
collapsed like the One Hoss Shay. On the field,
his Yankees won 15 pennants and 10 world
championships during 20 seasons, dominating
the sport as no other has been dominated.
Despite the coups in buying and selling of the
Yanks, Mr. Webb, because of his genuine love of
baseball, regretted the sale. He missed his years
in the baseball world.

His interest in politics was a low-profile affair.
But what he knew about politics could fill several
books that will never be written. Many people
knew him to be a friend of Presidents Johnson
and Nixon,but few realize he was a close student
of national politics, with his attention drawn
particularly to the United States Senate. There
his closest friends tended to be unspectacular,
powerful Scnators with extraordinary influence
within the Senate - Dick Russell, Bob Kerr,
Warren Magnusson, Arizona's Carl Hayden.
Although his political orientation was that-of a
conservative Democrat, probably his greatest
admiration was reserved for Franklin D.
Roosevelt - not surprising for a man who rose
from the economic shambles of the Thirties to
great fortune. Del Webb was one of the rare
businessmen who truly enjoyed visiting
Washington. '

Mr. Webb was a complex man, and at times
paradoxical. Though generally rather austere in
his food tastes (with a marked preference for

- steak), he loved Chinese egg rolis. Although he

was normally a fierce competitor in the business
world, he gave considerable assistance to his
long-time friend (and frequent telephone con-
versationalist) Howard Hughes as the great
American enigma moved into Las Vegas and

"became a major competitor of Webb interests

there. For irony, there is the memory of the’
blunt *“No Smoking'’ sign in his office among the

baseball memorabilia, viewed in the light of his

death from complications associated with lung

cancer.

Mr. Webb's success in great part resulted from
three characteristics - unusual and optimistic
vision, a willingness to take big chances, and an
insistence on quality in his company's per--

- formance. All of these are particularly in

evidence here at Sun City. And by them we shail
Iong‘remember Del E. Webb. W.G.B.
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Del E. Webb, founder
of Sun City and chairman
of the hoard of the Del E.
Wchh Corporation, died
July 4 in Rochester,
Minn. '

Mr. Wehh, who was 73,
had undergone surgery
for lung cancer in March.
He returned to the Mayo

Clinic for a checkup late

inJune. Death was duce to
complications  resulting
from further surgery.

In accordance with his
will, no funeral was held.
His body was cremated
and the ashes scattered
over Arizona. -

Born in Fresno, Cal.,

Mr. Webb qQuit school at

16, working as a car-
penter during the week
and playing seni-
professional baseball on
weckends. He sustained
an injury at 25, followed
by a severe case of
typhoid fever. He came to
Arizona, working as a
carpenter

for a small

DEL E. WEBB

cohtractor. While
working on the con-
struction of a grocery
store, his paycheck
hounced and his em-
ployer disappearcd. The
grocer asked the young
carpenier to finish  the
joh. Thus was bnrn, in
1128, the Del” E. Wcbb
Construction Co. Com-
mercial, school and home
construction followed. A
Los Angcles office was
opencd  in the mid-
Thirties.

By World War II the
company was the largest

construcltion firm in
Arizona and many
. government contracts

followed, including thosc
for airfields, Army and
Navy training bases,
hespitals and prisoner of
war camps. The com-
pany also built plants lor
Kraft Foods, the Union
0il Center and the
Texaco Building in Los
Angeles, the Beverly
Hilton and Union Bank in
Beverly Hills. In the

SUN CITY CITIZEN

Del E. Webb Dies At 75

Fiftics, the corporation -
developed  shopping
centers, motels and
entire communilics.

He hecame a co-owner
of the New York Yankees
in 1945, sclling in 1964,

Sun City, Arizona,
opened in January, 1960
There are many and

varicd housing
dovclopments in
California, Florida,

Missouri, and lowa, as

woll as the entire town of

San Manuel, Arizona.
Among the cor-
poration’s hotcls are the
Sahara and Mint in Las
Vegas; the Sahara-Tahoe
at Lake Tahoe;
Newporter Inn, Newport
Reach, Calif.,, Kuilima,
Oahu, Hawaii;
PrimadonnaClub, Reno;

TowneHouse and
Mountain Shadows,
Phocnix.

Mr. Wcbh is survived
hy his wife Toni of
Phoenix, and a hrother,
Halmer J. Webb , of

North Hollywood, Calif,

JULY 10,

1974
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DelE"”W b
chalrman of the board for
the Del E. Webb Cor-
poration, died Thursday in
the Mayo Clinic at
Rochester from com-

plications following ex-
ploratory surgery. He was
75.

His body was tremaled
Friday in Rochester, and
his ashes scattered over his
beloved Arizona, in ac-
cordance with his wishes.

Born May 17, 1899, in
Fresno, Calif., to Ernest
and Henrietta Forthcamp
Webb, he was equally at
home with a hammer or a
baseball as a boy.

WHEN the senior Webb's
construction company
declared bankruptcy, his
young son quit school to
work as a carpenter week-
days and piich semi-

professional games on
Sundays. However, a seige
of typhoid fever and an
injury while sliding into
home base reduced the
youth's chances for an
athletic career, :

Seeking a new climate
and new 0pporlnmt1es he
moved to Phoenix and
found work with a small
contracting company.
Despite a worthless Friday
paycheck from a disap-
pearing contractor, the 29-
year-old carpenter opened
a modest construction
business in July 1928.

Thus was born the Del E.
Webb Construction Co,,
with total assets of one ce-
ment mixer, 10, wheel-
barrows, 20 shovels, and 10
picks,

HOWEVER, he was a
bright man with competent

.employes, and his business

boomed.

He specialized in the
construction of commercial
buildings, schools, homes,
and hotels, In the 1950s, the
company entered the
development field,
acquiring land, building
and selling homes, and
planning commercial sites,

In 1945, Mr. Webb
fulfilled a boyhood dream
by joining Dan Topping in
buying the New York
Yankees. This found him in
a dominant role at major
league council tabies as a
leader in solving American
League and baseball
realignment, expansion,
and’ legislative problems.

UNDER the two owners
the Yankees won 15
American League cham-
pionships and 1¢ World

+Kuilima Hotel

- Series crowns. However an ..

opportunity to. sell his
Yankee interest to CBS in
1965 saw the contractor
close a 20-year ownership
career, ‘

His love for sports never

‘was relinquished. He joined

Phoenix business friends in
the early '30s to establish
the Phoenix Open and once
shot a "67 in an opening
program to have his name
written above champions
Byron Nelson and Ben
Hogan, pros of the day.

In 1960, the Dei E., Webb
Construction Co. became
the Del E. Webb Cor-
poration and launched the

‘world-famous Sun City

retirement community.
WITH corporate
headquarters in Phoenix,
the. Webl: interests soon
included a':li o5, bankmg,

_mining, manufacturmg,
and oil, Major hotels are
centered in Hawaii and the
West, but firm projects
expand to Iowa and
‘Florida. :

. He was an officer and
dlrector of Bing Crosby
' Producers, Inc., the Sun

- Country Broadcastmg Co.,

_Arizona Airways, and
Arizona Brewing Co,
Hotels include the Sahara
;and Mintin Las Vegas, the
Sahara-'l‘ahoe in Lake
Tahoe, Newporter Inn at
Newport Beach, Calif.,
in Oahu
/Hawaii, Primadonna Club
lin Reno and the
TowneHouse and Mountain
Shadows here,

Survivors include his
-wife, Toni, Phoenix, and a
‘brother, Halmer, North

‘Hollywood, Calif.

|

oL #
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Farewell to Del Webb

Del E. ‘Webb's life ended
Thursday at age 75—and an ex-
traordinary - life it was.

Webb was the American dream
come true. He came to Phoenix in
the late 19205 with a hammer, a
saw; the skill to use these tools,
and less than a handful of doliars.
A combination of utilization of
these skills, ability to convince
others that he couid tackle large
jobs effectively, vision, and luck
catapulted him into millionaire
status many times over.,

He became famous as co-owner

_of the New York Yankees during

that team’s greatest years, as
builder of huge military bases and
stadiums, as the first corporation
magnate to enter the Nevada
gambling casino industry, and as
the creator of the world's first
maijor retirement community—
sun City, Ariz.

Webb was a retiring sort of
feliow who never 1ost the common
touch, and he had a surprisingly
keen interest in the well being of
the large numbers of people whom
his corporate empire touched
directly or indirectly. There was
one time when the News-Sun
editor contacted him by telephone
while he was involved in a Yankee
Stadiurn meeting—he not only
answered the gquestions put fo
him; but he asked some of his own
regarding this newspaper’s
progress. He was not personally
involved in recent years in nitty-
gritty decisions on Sun City, but he
always was concerned that [life
here was the most conducive for
the residents’ happiness.

Webb did not conceive the Sun
City retirement idea. But as a
corporate administrator he had a
happy faculty for surrounding
himself with creative men—and
he had the vision to stake his
corperation’s future on something
new which had great prospects for
success. While he may not have
pbeen tremendously innovative
himself, he had great ability fo
make innovative ideas into free-
enterprise realities on highly
profitable levels.

As an earthy guy, he made
friends easily. AS a generous
feliow who made his generous
gestures without fanfare, he
acquired the admiration and
gratitude of many folks from
many walks of life.

Mr. Webb was a man of sub-
stantial pride. When things got
prefty rough at times in the past -
decade, he resisted pressures for
a takeover by a conglomerate
when mergers were the corporate
style. In fact, he came out of
retirement to resume the Del E.
Webb Corp. presidential reins in
order to protect the Webb name.

Wwe're just hazarding a guess
now, but we think it’s a prefty
good guess that at the end of the
line Del Webb would look upon the

- Sun City way of life as the maijor.

accomplishment of his fantastic:
career. ‘

And we'd guess that if Sun
Citians were t0 express one.
sentiment upon his death, it would'
be a simple prayer—'‘God rest his
Soul.” RATARLLLS

JULY 9,

1374
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Del Webb, who died yesterday at
the age of 75, was a man who
walked with kings but never lost
th/common touch. His biography
in” “Who’s Who in the West’" re-

ports that he was a carpenter. in .

Fresno from 1917 to 1926 and in

i, Phgenix during 1927 and -1928. Not -
;-many-tycoons are likely to recall -

such humble beginnings: .- -

“f"“Webb also was proud of the fact:
that' he played professional base- -
» “bal] to-augment his income from -
1916 ‘through 1926. After a stay in "
‘the ‘hospital he combined the tech- -

“-nical skill of a carpenter with the

cémpetitwe drive of a baseball ’
“player and ‘went into business as a -

building contractor. The rest is

hlstory

“He built grcat resort hotels, plan-
ned ‘and construcicd f{ine office
-f . hu1|dmgs was part owner of the
~.Néw"York Yankecs baseball team,

"e'remed -employe housing at the. -

<" Hguston space center. His compa-

= 'ny-became a multimillion - dollar
corporation, listed in the New York
Siock Exchange.

“But nothing in his carecr, he told - ‘

i lhc“Phoemx Rotary Club in' 1973,
gave him more satisfaction than

‘ creating the retirement commumty .

of s Sun City.

ivs '-“'When residents who have come’

!+"t9'Sun City tell me how happy they

are to live there, to play goif and -

to enjoy the Arizona sunshine, it
makes me feel good,” he said.

Now boasting a population of 30,-

000, Sun City may well provide a

“+
~

‘Democratic “Party member,

" The Del Webb story

“new way of life’’ for 100,000 reti-
rees in the decades ahead. The
current investment in Sun City
totals $500 million, and the spend-
able income of  Sun Citians is -
estimated at. $175 million a year. -
The benefits to Arlena s economy
are obvious.

Del Webb was a personal friend
of President Franklin D. Roosevelt
ahd hobnobbed with business mag-

-nates, governors and members of

Congress. He knew scores of

prominent -athletes. He. was a .
‘ who .
took a keen'interest in politics. '

- But his main interest was in pco-

ple. Whether they lived in the

White House, spent théir time on a

baseball dlamond or bought his

houses in. Sun Clty wasi't really

important. What they thoughl and

how they reacted was important to
Webb

Thc Del Webh Corp haf; had its
ups and downs, Once Webb was

- asked to contribute to a local mu-
.- Seum. :

“Last year we wcre on oufr
backs,”” he answered., ‘This. year-
we are on our knees. Next year we ~
will be on our’ fcet Come and see

“me then.”

The  solicitor returned a year.
later and . received a. substantial .

_conmbution from a man who knew

a cily needs museums and schools
and hospitals as well as hotels and
apartment houses and office build-
ings. It is to his credit that Del
Webb helped Phocmx acquire both.

JULY 5,
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Del E Webb

Del E" Webb 75 who bu:lt a small
Phoénix’ contractmg business into the
“Del E. Webb_ Corp., one of the nalion’s
1argest ‘egnstruction firms, died Thurs-
day in R?chester Minn.

Mr. Webb, a former coowner of the
New York Yankees, underwent lung
surgery for- cancer al the Mcthodist
Hospital in ~Rochester in March. He
returied to Phoenix, but flew back to
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester the third
week of June.

Durmg 4 checkup, Mayo doctors did
exploratory surgery and he died from
complications following the opcration.

In accordance with Mr. Webb's will,
therd will be no funeral scrvice. His
body will be cremated today in Roches-
ter, and his- ashes spread over Arizona.

Residents: of Sun Cily, which was
developed by the Webb corporation,
may hold a -memorial scrvice, a
company spokcsman $aid.

Mr. Webb was chairman ol the board
of {he corporation, which owned hotels,
office buildings and land developments.
He founded the company here in 1928.

Mr. Webb as ‘2 young man wanlted to
. become a professional baseball player,

. -

Del E. Webb

les" builder
un City

bul this dream was thwarted by injury
and illness.

His love of the game, however, led
him to become co-owner of the New
York Yankces during the late 1940s and
1950s.

Born in Fresno, Calif.,, Mr. Webb's
herilage was construction and baseball.
ilis father was a building contractor
and an amateur baseball player.

When Mr. Webb was 14, his father
went bankrupt. At 16, young Webb quit
school and went on the move, working

Editorial on Page A-6

as a carpenier during thc weck and
playing semi- plOfCSSlOllal ball on week-
ends.

His ball—playing days came to an end
al 25 when he was injured in a slide
into home base. This was followed by a
severe sicge of typhoid fever thal left
hitn with an ailing lhrowing arm and
fraiil physical condition. -

Al the urging of friends, Mr. Webb
moved to Phocnix and gol a job as a
carpenter with a small contractor.

One day, while working on the con-
stluclmu of a small grocery store, his
paycheck bounced and his employer
disappearcd. The grocer asked Mr.
Webb to take over the job.

Thus, in 1928, was born the Del E.
Wehb  Construction  Co.,  with  tolal
asscls of one comenl mixer,
parrows, 20 shovels and 10 picks.

Mr. Webb's ahility lo [figure jobs
closely: lo oblain competehl men lo
help in cxpanding,
gelling  along with pcople began 1o
boosl. his business.

He specialized in the construction of

commercial  buiidings.  schoeols and
homes, keeping aclivities localized in

JPhocnix until the mid-i930s when he

opened an office in Los Angeles.

When World War T broke oul, Del [
Weobb and Co. was the largest construc-

tion T in Arizopa  and ready to
handle f,()vunmont contracts. Mis
company buill in record {ime some of

Confinued oo Page A-18
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the largest of the Wesll - military
installations, including airfields, Army
and Navy training bases, hospitals and
prisoner—of-war camps.

Other work followed. The company
puilt plants in 20 states for the Kraft
Food Co., erected the Union Qil Center
and the Texaco Building in Los An-
geles, the Beverly Hilton and the Union
Bank Building in Beverly Hills, among
other major projects.

In the early 1950s, Mr. Webb diversi-
fied. His company entered the develop-
ment field. It acquired land, buiit-and
sold houses, and developed shopping
centers, motels and complete comumani-
ties.

“T just apply baseball lo business and
it works,” Mr. Webb once said.

" He became a baseball owner in 1945

when Te, millionaire Dan Topping and

Larry MacPhail bought t he New

York Yankees of the American League
- for $2.8 million.

-+ Mr. Webb and Topping bought out
-MacPhail in 1947 for $2 million. During
‘ihe 17-year period from 1945 through
*the 1962 season, the Yankees won the
World Series 11 times.

Mr. Webb's business interesis extend-
ed to oil, banking, mining, hotels,
airlines, and manufacturing.

In the nation’s missile and space
research program, Webb crews built
_ multi-million-dellar housing projects at
the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colora-
“'do and at the Vandenberg Air Force
. Base in California.

. His housing developments dot the
“landscape from Arizona to California
“North Kansas City, Mo. His firm bullt
the complete city of San Mantel in
‘gouthern Arizona for copper miners.

 The corporation’s hotel group. in-
cludes the Hotel Sahara and the Mint
-Hotel in Las Vegas; the Sahara-Tahoe
“in Lake Tahoo; Newporter Inn, New-
pott Beach, Calil.; Kuilima Hotel,
Oahu, ~ Hawaii, Primadonna Club_in
Reno,. Nev., and the TowneHouse and
~Mountain Shadows here. ‘

" In 1973, the corporation had approxi-
-'wljnately $100 million in new contracts.

= Outside of baseball, Mr Webb’s chief
“gports interest was golf. He once
ptayed to a five handicap, and one of
‘his great moments in golt came when
~he shot a 67 in the Phoenix Open pro-

‘t'm {o have his name written above

A

~and Florida, Cedar Rapids, Towa, and -

Del Webb dies; developer

5 CO-dWl'l
longtime Yankee manager Casey
Weiss, general manager.

those of defending champion Byron
Nelson and Ben Hogan, who had 69 an
70, respectively, that day. :

In the Phoenix Open he played with
such celebrity amateurs as Bob Hope,
Dean Martin, Forrest Tucker and band
leader Lawrence Welk.

In addition to being chairman of the
board of the Webb Corp., he was an
officer and director of the Bing Crosby
Producers, Inc., of Hollywood, the Sun
Country Broadcasting Co., Arizona Afr-
ways and Arizona Brewing Co., Inc.,
all of Phoenix.

Arizona Republican Party chairman
Harry Rosenzweig, co-developer with

. Wehb of the Tosenzweig Center —

where the Del Wcbb Corp. has its
headquarters — and a friend of Mr.
Webb's since 1928, mourned his loss.

«] think his loss is a great one not
only to people in Arizona but through-

"New York Yankees,

of Sun City

Prei Webi, center, ._Ei wwili
Stengel, left, and the late George

out the country in which he had so
many friends,”” Rosenzweig said.

Sen. Paul Famnin, R-Ariz., also voic-
ed his admiration for Mr. Webb and
his sadness at his passing.

“Del Webb was the personification of
the American success story,” Fammin
said. “Few men have started more
humbly or achieved greater SuCCeSS.
and acclaim. He was a builder and an
innovater and it is a high compliment
to him that the concept of his retire-
ment communitics has been widely
copied. :

“De] and I were friends for more
than 40 years. With his passing, Arizo- ‘:
na has lost one of its foremost cilizens,
and 1 have suffered a decp personal
loss.”

Mr. Webb is survived by his wile
Toni of Phoenix, and a brother, Halmer
J. Webb, of North Hollywood, Calif.
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After Operation

DEL E. WEBB

D¢l . Webb, a rags-to-
riches business legend in
Pheenix, wherc he gol bhis
siart in (he building trade,
died today in Mcthodist Tios-
pital in Rochesler, Minn., of
complicalions [ollowing sur-
gery.

He bhad undergone a lung
operalion for cancer in March.
He was 75.

At the time of his death,
Webb had buill his 1328
assets of litHe more than a
hanyner and a saw inlo a
nationally  known  huilding
operalion (hat included
hotels, offiee buildings and

.1and developments across the

couniry.

He is survived by bis wile,
Toni, of - Phoenix, and a
The Phoenix Gazette

W\MMM

Life Of Del Webb
In Pictures—Page C-6
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brother, llaltmer J. Webb of
North Hollywood, Calif.

A last wish, included in his
will, was thai there be no
funeral. Accordingly. the body
will be cremated in Rochester,
and the ashes scaltered over
Arizona, the state in which he
achieved his business success.

Del Webh was chairman of
the board of Del E. Webb
Corporation, which has always
had its headquarters  in
Phoenix.

ONE OF HIS mosl sueccess-
[ul venlures was dcvelop-
meni of ihe Sun City resorl-

PHOENIX, ARIZONA, THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 4, 1974

The owner of the .grocery
storc which he had been
helping o ercct persuaded.
him 1o complete Uie job and
in July 1928, he opencd &
medest construction business.

And in 1945 he gol back
inle his favorite spowrl by
joining Dan Topping in buy-
ing the New York Yankees.

Five years fater he broughl

the leam to Phoenix for
spring training, working oul
a swap ia sites with the lew

" York Giants.

Webb was one of only four
lifelime members L of  the
Phocnix Press Box Associal-
jon and, by the lime hec

Turn to @DEL, Page A4
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relirement community near
Phoenix, launched in 1960
and now housing 32,000 rcsi-
dents. -

The former co-owner for 20
years of the world-champion
New York Yankees had re-
turned o Mayo Clinic in Ro-
chesler for a routine checkup.
Further surgery rcvealed ad-
ditional complicati({ns.

Wcbb was born May 17,
1899, in Fresno,
Trnest and Henrietta Forth-
camp Webb.

During his youth, the
rangy Webb spent o greal
deal of time doing the lwo
things he loved best: Work-
ing with a hammer and
playing basehall.

WHEN THE schior Webb's
conlracting, sand and gravel
business [ailed, Webb quit
-school to work as a carpen-
ter weekdays and to pitch
ball en Sundays' for subslan-
tial semiprofessional fces.

The need (o seltle on one
vocation or Lhe other
presented itsell in the mid-
1920s when Webb was hit by
typhoid fever — contracled,
during an exhibition game ai
San Quentin prison — and
his G-foot-4-inch frame was
reduced from' 200 pounds Lo
a skimpy 99. -

‘He chose husincss ovel
baseball and headed for
Phoenix, with its dry eli-
maie. ' ’

He almost fefl again about
a year laler when a disap-
pearing  contracter lefl him
stranded with a worthjess
paycheck. A ‘

IT WAS "HERL destiny
Sepped B oo

. Wil .
Tl kit

Calif., to
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bowed out of basehall for a
second time in 1965 —
through sale of his Yankee
interest to CBS — he had be-
come one of the game’s most
influeitial men.

R T

/DURING THE Webb-Top-
" ping owenership, the Yan-
<kels never had a profitless
. “year. The men purchased the
! club, 450 men on active and

> and sold two decades later
« for-$14.5 million..

In the 25 years prior {0 the
Webb ~Topping purchase the
Yankees - had acquired 14
pennants and 10 world cham-

[

pionships, a-record consider-

ed unparaileled and tough to
beat. But the Webb' and

Topping ' ¥ €ars produced,
another 15 American League |

championships and won
another 10 World = Series
crowns. v

His devotion to sports .did-

not end with the sale of the
Yankees, He often maintain-
ed that without, being able 1o

round of golf he would never
have been so suceessful in
business. :

* With itiends and associates

including well known  busi- -

reserve lists, and all’ Yatkee.:
properties; for  $2.85 million™

—

‘Newporter Inn at Newport

Webb hotels: offer, .golf play
and Sun City has 10 regula-
tion 18-hole courses. '

Webb hotels include the
Sahara and Mint in Las
Vegas and the Sahara Tahoe
at Lake Tahoe, Nevada. The
TowneHouse -in- Phoenix and
Mountain Shadows at Scofts-
dale atiract national conven-
tions and winter visitors, The"*

Beach, Calif., and:the Hawai-.

ian Kuilima on the northern
tip of Oahu also are major
Webb facilities.. , . .

.THE SAME year Sun City
was begun Del E. Webb .

- Construction Co. became. the
‘Del E. \Vebb_Corporaﬁqg.

Webb put his company in
joint-venture hotel and office
building developments with

the Prudential Insurance -

Company of ‘America, and in’
a joint-veniure Michigan.land '
development project with

Chrysler Really, a subsidiary

of Chrysler Motors. .

. Despite the firm’s far-flung

inlerests, Webb didn't leave -

his projects to others. He

_ was constantly on the move

nessmen, athletes and enter-’

tainers, Webb oflen played
golf with personalities- such
as Bob Hope. -
AND HIS ANNUAL "Del
Webb’s Sahara Invitational

1]
.
+
.
L]
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L]
]
r
v
r
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' slip away for an *occasional
]
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r
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]
¥
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* golf  tournament at Las,

"' Vogas, Nev., grew I 15
' years from a $3,500 event fo
. 3 72-hole $150,000 stop on the
. PGA fall circuit.

. He joined Phoenix business

friends in the early ’30s ‘{0
establish the Phoenix Open,

from a $5,000 to $150,000
© lourney.

His love for the game is
reflected in the fact mosl

which also grew impressively .

surveying company. jebs and

.developing new - investments .
- for the firm- of which he was

the largest sharcholder.

He contimied to be active
in corporale management

‘umil stricken this spring and.

had returned to. ‘chair the
firm’s annpal meeting  for
slockholders™. April 26 “after
the initial surgery. -
ROBERT H. Johnson, an
associate ‘40 years and now
Webb . president and:. chief .-
executive officer, paid ftrib- .
ute .lo-. Webb as “a born

- leader” and said he will be

sorely missed by a legion of
employes ' and friends who
admired him for his business.
acuinen, his aggressiveness
and his dedication to his

.company.

_Webb had for years been
active in support of the
Boys Clubs of America and
was a national direclor. He

- also. had been ‘honored in

" several cities - for his civic

" aclivities and " charitable con-
- tributions, and insisted - his

company. representatives ' be-

come .active in similar af-_

X

fairs.wherever they resided.
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The press in covering the phenomena! accomplishments of Del
E. Webb as he rose from teen-age carpenter to Chairman of the
Board of a multi-faceted corporation with over 8,000 employees

has hailed him as “An Amazing Arizona Legend” . .. “That master
planner and builder” . . . “An institution — the best known of the
big time developers™ , . . “The nation’s chief developer of retire-

ment towns.” He has been co-owner of the New York Yankees, a
TIME magazine cover subject, the recipient of honors from uni-
versities he could not have afforded to attend in his youth.

Del Webb was born in Fresno, California in 1899. When his
father’s business suffered reversals he dropped out of school at the
age of 13 and began working as a carpenter. In 1927, after several
lean years, he loaded his old Nash car with his carpenter tools,
his pitcher’s glove, a few possessions and set out for Phoenix,
Arizona.

His subsequent professional baseball career was cut short after
a collision at home plate and a long bout with typhoid. After he
recovered he again turned to carpentry and worked hard perfecting
the skills of his trade. Del Webb was not only a good carpenter
but he had a talent for figuring costs and time and a knack for
gathering the best craftsmen around him. Thus a construction
company was born,

In those early days the jobs came small, but he tackled them
with enthusiasm and determination. First came grocery stores,
filling stations and drug stores. Next came department stores, state

JUNE 1974
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DEL

WEBB

The
All American
Arizona
Legend

buildings, high school and college buildings. Eventually he was
building military bases, hospitals, shopping centers and office
buildings.

During these years Webb began dreaming about a new city, a
town for people who were past 50, a complete city planned with
their particular needs and desires in mind. In 1960 his planned city
became a reality — Sun City opened to a responsive public.

The Del E. Webb Corporation, through the years, has gained
national prominence, constructing major projects such as the
New York Madison Square Garden, Los Angeles County Art
Museum, Anaheim Stadium, the International Airport at Kansas
City and the U.S. Pavilion at the New York World’s Fair. In
Phoenix, Webb’s building team constructed the impressive Civic
Plaza and the trio of skyscrapers comprising the Rosenzweig
Center, which Webb co-owns and operates.

In recent years Arizona businesses, institutions and community
service organizations have extended recognition to Del Webb for
his many contributions to the state,

Of all his achievements and successes, the one which gives him
the most satisfaction, the one he takes greatest pride in is Sun City,
It’'s evident in the comradeship between Sun Citians and Webb
during his frequent visits.

In his words, “When some Sun City resident, perhaps a total
stranger, buttonholes me on a visit to say that life in Sun City has
made his or her retirement years well worth living . . . well, to me,

that saysitall” 0 O O

35
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FROM: Public ‘Relations Department
Del E. Webb Corporation
3800 North Central Avenue
P. 0. Box 29040 '
Phoenix, Arizona 85038
602/264-8011 ‘

BIOGRAPHY.

~ DEL E. WEBB
Founder, Del E. Webb Corporation

Del E. Webb was a man whose career ranged from carpenter to board rooms, baseball
sandlot to major leagues, boyhood friends to U. S. presidents.

The corporation of which he was chairman represents an equally impressive evolu-
tion. From a humble- beginning in 1928 it has moved from simple construction to complex
developments. Public ownership has been avai]aQ]é on the New York Stock Exchange since
1963. | |

The‘company Del Webb founded is unique in its ability to develop and then build
and manage a property, and equally well-known for hotel ownership and operation, as
we]]Aas varied construction projects. While its major hotels are in the West, the Webb
firm ;anges from the East coast to Hawaii for land development, property maﬁagement and
Aconstruction.

Corporate headguarters are in Phoenix. Major Webb hotels include Nevada's Sahara
and-Mint in Las Vegas, the Sahara-Reno in Reno, and the Sahara-Tahoe at Lake Tahoe;
Arizona's TowneHouse in Phoenix and Mountain Shadows at Scottsdale and the Newporter
Inn at Newport Beach, California. Large managed properties include the Park Tahoe
casino at Lake Tahoe and La Posada resort in Scdttsda]e.

Webb, before his death on July 4, 1974, put his firm clearly in the areas of busi-
nesses it embraces today--leisure, real estate and construction. In recent years the
company has bolstered 1eisure_jﬁvestments by acquiring marina-oriented resorts on Colo-

rado River lakes. -

The firm which bears Webb's name is a reflection of the colorful and versatile growth

of the energetic entrepreneur born May 17, 1899, in Fresno, California, to Ernest and

Henrietta Forthcamp Webb.

(more)
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The father fbund his rangy son equally at home with a hammer or a baseball. When
the senior Webb's contracting, sand and gravel business came upon hard times, Del quit
school to carpenter weekdays and pitch on Sundays for substantial semi-professional
fees.

Typhoid feﬁer in the mid-1920's reduced the 6-foot 4-inch, 200 pounder to 99 pounds,
and idled the ,recuperating young man almost a year to refTeEt on the soundness of a dual

-

career,
_ - _ ~

Choosing business over baseball, Webb Teft hopes of a major league career in Oak-
land, California for the new climate and new oppgrthities of Phoenix, Arizona.

He soon found stéady work, but then bad luck seehed to appear. Holding a worth-
less Friday paycheck from a disappearing contractor, the 2§-year-o1d carpenter decided
to try to collect at least part of his wages on Monday, then leave for another city.

The owner of the Bayless grocery he had been helping to erect persuaded him to
comp1efe the job. With Tittle more than a hammer ahd saw, and the ability and energy
to use them well, Del Webb opened a modest construction business in July, 1928.

In 1945, when Mr. Webb fulfilled a boyhood dream by joining Dan Topping in buying
the New York Yankees, he was guiding a company already known nationally for its con-
tracting achievements. .

By 1960, when the Del E. Webb Construction Co. became the Del E. Webb Corporation,
it had launched the world-famous Sun City, Arizona resort-retirement community and was
vefsed in hotel, office building and land development techniques.

In following years, Del Webb's associates and friends included businessmen, ath-
letes and entertainers weT]-knowh in their fields. Bob Hope was a frequent Webb golfing
partner.

Although home and business headquarters remained in Phoenix, his itinerary revealed
a man constantly on the move, surveying company projects and developing new investments
for the firm of which he was the largest ;hareho]der.

(more)
CL
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The pride in which hg conducted his business was reflected in hotels and other
developments which still bear his name. That pride and Toyalty has been shared by
thousands of employees in Webb operations.

While far-flung interests precluded close local involvement, he was honored in
several cities for his civic actijvities and Eharitab]e contributions, and insisted his
company representatives become active in similar affairs wherever they resided.

When Webb bowed out of baseball for a second time in 1965 through sale of his
Yankee interest to Columbia Broadcasting System, he closed a 20-year ownership career
that saw him rise from a virtual major league unknwa to become one of the game's most
influential men. - | |

His.kind of participgzkon saw him counsel closely with Topping in hiring and
firing Yankee players, executives and manageré,found him in 2 dominant role at the
major league -council tables, and a Teader in solving American League and baseball re-
a]ignﬁent, expansion and legislative problems.

- The Hebb-Topping $2,850,000 purchase of the Yankées, 450 men on active and reserve
Tists and all Yankee properties, was considered one of the greatest buys in baseball
history. For two decades the baseball club never failed to return a profit. The sale
to CBS was for $14 million,

-The Yankees had acquired 14 pennants and 10 world championships in 25 years before
Webb and Topping took over, and the record of the Ruppert dynasty was considered un-
paralleled. Yet, from 1945-65, the Yankees acquired another 15 American League champion-
ships and won another 10 Worid Series crowns.

Webb's devotion to sports ﬁever lagged. He maintained that without being able to
s1ip away for an occasional round of golf during his grinding work schedule, drudgery
would have overtaken him. The Del Webb Sahara Invitational in Las Vegas grew from a

$3,500 event to a major PGA golf tournament. Webb joined Phoenix business friends in

(more}
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the early '30's to establish the Phoenix Open. Most Webb hotels offer golf play, énd
its Sun City has a dozen 18-hole courses.

Through the years, Webb donated time and funds to many events connected with sports,
as well as to the Boy Scouts of America, and the Boys Clubs of America, of which he was
a2 national director. He was awarded several honorary degrees.

Sun Cify,_he often said, was the buéiness inﬁovation and investment of which he was
most prgud.

Before he died, Del Webb established the Del E. Webb Foundation to carry on his

interest in charitable and civic contributions.

Ak

|
i
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May 17, 1899 — July 4, 1974
July 14, 1974 — Sun Bowl — Sun City

Organ Prelude ...l Erhman S. Reynolds
Sun City Organ Club
@757- o 10T« [P RS S Jerry Svendsen
Del E. Webb Development Co.
Invocation ... Reverend Ralph K. Kofoed
President, Sun City Ministerial Association

REMARKS:
ROberl' H JOhnSOI"I -------------- President, Del E. Webb Corporation
Earl Clore ................ President, Sun City Home Owners Association
G. Douglas ,\yrris e President, Sun City Taxpayers Association

William B. Kent _. vice President, Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc.

ADDRESS:
“My Friend, Del Webb” ...... The Hon. Barry Goldwater

United States Senator

“America, The Beautiful” ... Carl Schlaegel
Benediction ... Father Palmer H. Plourde

Sun City Ministerial Association
Organ Postlude ... Ehrman S. Reynolds

“The builder of a house has more honor
than the house, for every house is built
by someone, but the builder of all things
is God.” — Hebrews 3:4

1874



DEL E, WEBD
MEMORIAL TRIBUTL

July 14, 1974
ORGAN PRELUDE seesecessessess 7:30 - 8:00 PM

SYENDSEN:
GOOD EVENING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. WE COMMENCE THIS
MEMORIAL TRIBI,J/TE TO DEL. E. WERB WITH THE INVOCATION

"BY THE REVEREND RALPH K. KOFOED, PRESIDENT O THE

SUN CITY MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION,

Invocation

SVENDSEN:
SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF THE DEL L, WEBB CORPORATION i5 THE

FIRM!S PRESIDENT, ROBERT H. JOHNSON.

JOHNSON:

IJOIN YOU TONIGHT, ﬁOT JUST AS PRESIDENT OF TIIX DEL K. WEDB
CORPORATION, BUT AS A HUMBLE FRIEND O A GREAT MANR, DEL WEBD,
HE WAS NOT GNLY MY CLOSE FRIEND, BUT MY BUSINESS ASS0CIATE
FORTY YEARS., AN AGGRESSIVE LEADER, YET A RETIRING AND
COMPASSIONATE MAN, HIS FASSING JULY 4TH WAS A PROFOUND LOSS

TO HIS FAMILY, HIS TIIOUSANDS OF FELLOW WORKERS, AND I1I5 LZIGION

OF I'RIENDS, NUMBERDING IN THXE THOUSANDS RICHT HERE IN SUN CITY.







SVENDSEN:
OFTFICERS OF THE SUN CITY ORGANIZATIONS SPONSORING THIS
MEMORIAL ON BEHALTF OF ALL RESIDENTS WILL SPEAK AT THIS TIME,
REPRESENTING THE SUN CITY HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION,

PRESIDENT KARL CLORI.

CLORE:

GOOD EVENING. THANK YOU FOR COMING IFOR THIS TRIBUTE

TO MR. WEBB.

AS YOU KNOW, THE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION HAD PLANNED A
DEL E, WEBB DAY LAST SPRING, WHICH HAD TO BE CANCELLED
BECAUSE OF IiIS IILLNESS, WE WERLE VERY DISAPPOINTED AT THE
TIME DECAUSE WE FELT THAT S5UN CITY'S LOVLE O 115 FOUNDER
SHOULD BE EXPRESSED, BUT TOO MANY TIMES WE ARE SLOW IN
DOING THE THINGS WLE-KNOW SHOULD BIE DONE.

YOUR PRESENCE/HERE TONIGHT WILL COMPENSATlE TO SOME EXTENT
FOR OUR LONG DELAYED TRIBUTE TO THE MAN RESPONSIBLE FOR

THE GREATEST RETIREMENT COMMUNITY IN THE WORLD,

THANK YOU FOR COMING.



e
SVENDSEN:

NEXT, SUN CITY TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT G, DOUGLAS MORIRIS,

MORTIS:

I NEVER MET DEL WEBE, NEITHER HAVE I EVER SEEN A HUMAN
MIND OR A SOUL: BUT I KNOW THEM WELL EECAUSE I CAN SEE

THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS, IN THAT WAY, I CAN LOOK AT SUN CITY
AND KNOW DEL WEBB,

AT A TIME LIKE THIS, IT IS CUSTOMARY TO SAY, "MAY HIS SPIRIT
~REST: BUT "CUSTOMARY" ISN'T A WORD THAT READILY ASSOCIATLS
WITH DEL WEBB. EXTRAORDINARY...UNIQUE,.,THOSE ARE wonﬁs
THAT MORE SNUGLY FIT, SO...UNCUSTOMARY THOUGH IT MAY SEEM,

I HOPE HIS SPIRIT NEVER RESTS. IHOPE IT CONTINUES TO WALK
THESX CLEAN AND QUIET STREETS....CONTINUES TO MOTIVATLE THOSE
NOW VESTED WITH THE TASK OF TRANSLATING THE GENIUS OF HIS
VISIONS INTO REALITIES AS STARTLING AS HE SAW THEM, AS PRACTICAL
AS HE MADE THEM....CONTINUES TO GOAD THOSE WHO HAVE REACHED
60 OR 65 OR 70.... ‘:(EARS THAT HE PASSED IN HIGH GEAR....WHO MIGHT
FEEL THAT THE CHALLENGE IS OVER...CONTINUES TO ASK US TO PUT
ASIDE PETTY DI'FEJ;:RENCES THAT CAN CORRODE THE BRIGHTNESS

OF THE NEW HOME THAT HAS ADOPTED US, AND TO HOLD FIRM TO
WHAT HE KNEW SO WELL....THAT YOU CAN'T SPELL SUN CITY
WITHOUT UNITY...CONTINUES TO.REMIND US THAT YESTERDAY WE
WERE STRANGERS. ... UNKNOWNS IN ILLINOIS, MAINE, WISCONSIN,

OREGON...AND TODAY WE ARE NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS BECAUSL HE



MORRIS, CONT'D

MADE OUR COMING TOGETHER IRP.ESISTIBLE,
’-ﬁ I HOPE THE SPIRIT OF DEL WEBE NEVER RESTS. ...FOR THEN WHOSE
VOICE WOULD COME TO US ON THE BREEZE THAT DRIFTS OVER THE
LAND OF ARlzoﬁg, WIICH HE SO PASSIONATELY LOVED. .. WHOSE

VOICE WILL SAY: "I BUILT YOU A SUN CITY: BUT ONLY YOU CAN FULFILL

ITS PROMISE",

SVENDSEN:

" VICE PRESIDENT OF RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY, INCORPORATED,

WILLIAM B, KENT,

A5 YOU KNOW, THE RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY OPERATES MOST OF
THE RECREATION ACTIVITIES IN QUL COMMUNITY, WHICH HAVE MADE SUN CITY

THE MOST SUCCESSI'UL AND UNIQUE RETIREMERT AREA IN THE WORLD,

DEL WEBB WAS ACTIVELY RESPONSIDLE FOR THE FIRST RECREATION
FACILITIES IN THE EARLY 60'S, AND AS BUSY AS IIE WAS OVER THI YE;&RS,
TRAVELING THE COUNTRY, BUILDING, CREATING, POING, HE ALWAYS FOUND
TIME TO DEDICATE MOST OF SUN CITY'S SUB SEQUENT MAJOR FA CILITILES,

SUCII AS SUNDJIAL CENTER, BOSWELL HOSPITAIL, AND EVEN THIS SUN

BOWL IN 1966,

TODAY WE HAVE MANY REMEMBRANCGES OF HIM, AS WE USE THESE RECREATION
FACILITUES, THIS LAKES, THE GOLT COURSES, AND EVEN QUR VERY IIOMES.

: v
WE ARE THANKI'UL FOR TIHE SPECIAL WAY OF LIFE HE MADE AVAILABLE

FOR US AND IFOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS OUR APFRECIATION FFOR

THI MAN WHQO MADE IT ALL POSSIBLE, DEL E, WEBB.,




SVENDSEN:

THE MEMORIAL ADDRESS BY DEL WEBDR'S CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND

OF MANY YEARS....THE HONORABLE BARRY GOLDWAT ER, UNITED

STATES SENATOLR.

Sen., Goldwater

SVENDSEN: e

JOHN F. KENNEDY SAID, "ASK NOT WHAT YOUR COUNTRY CAN DO
%OR YOU, RUT WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR YOUR COUNTRY.".....
DEL E. WEBB WAS A MAN WHQ DID JUST THAT. BIECAUSE OF
MEN LIKE HIM, WE HAVE AMERICA, THE BEEAUTIFUL,...

S FATIT CTTT A ToATTOT
TENOI\ R R LJ\.:IJ.LJ [ WL I P

Schlaegel - American the Beautiful

SVENDSEN:

WE WILL NOW HAVE THE BENEDICTION BY FATHER PALMER PLOURDE

OF THE SUN CITY MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION,

Benediction - I'r, Plourde

ORGAN POSTLUDE
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DeL E. Weee CORPORATION

BELE WIRE

pLovee hews 1 Auten!

Mzx. Del E. Webb, founder and chairman of the board of Del E. Webb

Corporation, passed away Thursday morning at Methodist Hospital in
Rochester, Minnesota.

Mr. Webb underwent 2 lung operation in mid-March and recovered

sufficiently to chair the company's annual meeting of stockholders on
April 26.

Returning recently to Mayo Clinic for a routine checkup of the succes sful
lung operation, further surgery was found necessary, disclosing new com-
plications from which he passed away.

Mr. Webb is survived by his wife, Toni, and a brother, Halmer J. Webb,

e tn 1nllywend, Co unfo-

Included in his will, as one of his last wishes, wat @ request that there be
no funeral, his body be cremated, and his ashes be scattered over Arizona,
the state in which he achieved his business success.

He will be sorely missed by a legion of fellow employees and friends who
long have admired his devotion to his company, which was his life; his
business acumen and his concern for the welfare of all who worked with and
for him. R

PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

7/5/74




A. J. Bayless Markets, Inc.

COMPLETE FOOD STORES

POST OFFICE BOX 1152

Phoenix, Arizona
“In the Valley of the Sun"

Dear Del:
The Price Of Beans Are A Little Higher --—

The Salaries Of Your Employees Are A Little Higher ---—-
And Your Own Personal Income Has Advanced Somewhat -—

However, I'm Sure There Has Been No Increase On The

A, J.

Price Of Our Friendship,




