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C .Oct , · 22 , 1974 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA 

LEWIS E. SINGER, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

) 

! 
MELVIN HUBER, Superintendent, ) 
Peoria Elementary School District. #11 , ) 
RHEA WOODALL, Clerk, the Board of ) 
Supervisors of Maricopa County, ~ 
State of Arizona: TOM FREESTONE, 
County Recorder,_ 

_···..,.,·-- ,_· _· _·_, ___ · D_e_f_e_n_d_a_n_t_s _________ ~ 
... 

NO . C 301232 

ANSWER 

COME NOW the Defendants in t he above - entitled cause, 

:.; :.. . .. 

14 by and _through their attorneys undersigned, and answer the 

15 

16 

17 

18-

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 
24 

Summons and Complaint as follows: 

I 
...... 

That, in answer to the allegations contained in para-.. 
graphs II, III, I V, V, VII and VIII of the Complaint , Defendants 

admit the same. 

II 

That Defendants are wit hout knowledge or information 

sufficient to form a belief as to t he allegations contained in 

paragr.tphs I, VI, IX, X, XI and XII of the Complaint, 

III 

25 That, in answer to the allegations conta i ned in para-

26 graph XIII of the Complaint , Defendants deny the same . 

27 IV 

28 Allege that Pl aintiff has failed to state a claim upon 

29 which relief can be granted. 
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.. ... 

WHEREFORE, Defendants pray that Plaintiff take nothing. 

DATED this 2,7...:,!i day of October , 1974. 

MOISE BERGER 
Maricopa County Attorney 

By_~UJ':,.:::::4·~1',.s,;:;:;..-.::~=-M~~ .R~d~~=-""---
Al~irestein 
Chief Civil Deputy 

\ 

\ 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

LEWIS E. SINGER, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

MELVIN HUBER, Superintendent, · 
Peoria Elementary School District. 
RHEA WOODALL, Clerk, the Board of 
Supervisors of Maricopa County, 
State of Arizona: TOM FREESTONE, 
~aunty Rec~rder , . 

" . ~ , 
,.,;,,;,• ,-·.-~~.,,.,.·, · · ·Defendants 

l 
1,11, ~ 

l --------------------. ,,. 

NO. C 301232 

ANSWER 

., COME NOW the Defendants in the above-entitled cause, 

by and ~hrough their attorneys undersigned, and answer the 
"':. •.~ .·. . .... 
. Summons and Comp_laint as follows: 

I 16 

17 That, in answer to the allegations contained in para-.. 
18- graphs II, III, IV, V, VII and VIII of the Complaint, Defendants 

19 admit the same. 

~ II 

21 That Defendants are without knowledge or information 

22 sufficient to form a belief as to the allegations contained in 
~ 

23 paragr~phs I, VI, IX, X, XI and XII of the Complaint. 

24 III 

25 That, in answer to the allegations conta ined in para-

26 ·graph XIII of the Complaint, Defendants deny the same. 

IV 27 

28 Allege that Plaintiff has fa iled to s t a te a claim upon 

29 which relief can be granted. 

30 V 

31 Allege that Plaintiff has fa iled. t o j oi n i ndispensable 

32 parties. 

·- --- ------ - ---------· . - ··------

'! 
·'• 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF .THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

tN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA 

) 
LEr1IS ::: . SINGER, ~ 

Pl&intitr ) 
) 

•TS• ) 
) 

UELVIN HUBER, Superintendent, Peoria ) 
Ele•entar1 School J iatrict #llJ HHEA ) 
WOOuAlI , Clerk, 1he lioard of ~uperTisors) 
ot Alariccpa Count7, ~tate ot Arizona; TCM) 
FREESTONE, Count7 Keoorder, ~ 

Ue.t•Jad~li• 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

County of Maricopa 
ss. 

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY REOISTERED 

OFFICER OF SUPERIOR COURT 

ATTORNEYS FILE COP..)' 

, being first duly sworn, deposes and states : 
•..l.leil!iio'~...,.~IH~R~8 i,t,~I,i;~~~l&::r:11' IIIMliltf!R-~~:--::.::-7 Ttiat ne iS 1in Vii icer of the Superior Court. that he 1s fully qualified 
to serve process in this cause having been so appointed by the Courtt 

that on the ~le• day of -w-ltl ... e•ie-be""'•------' 197-4--• he received from 

~l.e .. w~i~at-1En1r-tb~·1~1,"c~o~1~-------• attorney 
following, to-wi~ ; 

.:iU .. ,.r;;ONS i\ND COt,iPLAIN'l' 

for --3,L_. _______ , the 
m ... o :p:P11 per 

and that he personally served the same within the State ot Arizona, in 
this manner, by leaving a true and correct copy thereof with the 
following named person, at the following time and place : 

Ur OU: rtHEA 'i,v0D" r.r • Clerki The Board ot ~upervlaors of , .. ariccpa t;ount7 
in her off ice at 11 s . 3rd A'n, ?hoenix, Arizona, on tiw .llat 
of October, 1974 , at 8:25AM. 

UP0?-4: 'l'ul/1 :r'iiEE:i'.i'ONE, County ~• corder, at his ot 1'ice, 111 ~. Jrd ~ve 
t hoen1x, Arizona, on the 21st ot October, 1Q74, at Q:OOAM. 

UPON : li'iEL VIi~ HUnEH, o:>uperintendent, ?eoria b.leaentar1 ..,chool 
Diatriot #11, at 111 s. 5rd ATe, Phoenix, Arizona, on the 2lat 
o~ October, 1974, at fs55All. 

batt1 once u, iioloen 

TOTAL cos TS AH D F.C:ES • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . .$ 

A.P .I . P . 
P.O. Box 11466 
Phoen i x , Arizona 85061 

Phone: 266- 3855 or 
Ni ght 

944 .. 4482 
Day 

SUBSCRIBED AND S~·IOR:~ to me this 

date2 ~c ucb, 1=9~ 
Notar y Expiration Dat e _______ _ 

Notary Public 

AFFIDAVIT OF RETURN OF SERVI CE 02 
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IN ANO FOR THE c o· ·y Of HA!U CJPA 

Oct . 4 , 1974, pg . J 

LEWIS· ~• SINO~R, . Plaintltf j 
VI 

MELVIN HUBER, Superintendent, 
Peoria Elementary School Dist , #11; l 
RHEA WOODALL, Clerk, Lhe Boaru of 
Supervisors of Maricopa County, 
State of · Arizona1 TOH FREESTONE, 
County Recorder 

Defendants 

NO, 301232 

SPCClf\L ACTION 
ELECTI ON CONTf.ST 
NON- CLASSIF I ED ::I VIL 

VERIFIED PETITION 

COHES NOW the plaintHl, anu ~Qr c a use of acllon against De lenuanti;, 

T~AT petitioner is a duly ~ualified voter in Maricopa County, ~t11to 

of Arhona 
I • ,t•• I f I t I 

2 

;, , l iHAT a •Over •4l •Special Bond Election ~fl f~!! ffl'PHflf 'If f ~17~A19AQ 

(.~~or'ir ~~~~-~t~z::-1i> Sc~qpl .'p~st r ic~· Hl li ~f~4 ~n ~ ~9P,9. P &j t~71! 
'4 ' •• f " · t , , I • O f • ~ 0 

,. 1 ~~(on· 'Octobei 211 i~1~ p11Hq~lit PRP J..t!ifl ~nq 1'11 HY ~h!!•ts l'ff r~ 
fJled with the Ma~iqop~:C~40~Y flAAf~ Pr ~~r.~r¥iijor~ PY ~r~ r11qrJa ~c hoo~ ?q~pq 

of Trustees, _,ois~~i~t 1~,'i •n1 :~Fh r.1111r,a Pl~i,~~~ r-q ~'lllll fnll~ll. 'a ~'l!Wil$S ."f}Pf 
votes cast at that electiP;n 
,1 1 I , ,.. ' . ~ 

. 1:ffAT such caq¥1~i rHfpQrfr~ fQ ~ppw f ~at t1 1 7~2 Bai l o l s ~ere Cl!Sf of 

which 8,81'7 Jere 
1
n,ar~p~ 

1
1ty11~1•1. ff'rlt~I!' J'lliqi l lll~rl<cfl l'Of~" ll~q '4~6 '"lllrfi! rcjectj!d 

. ,, I I . ·•· . • • ' I ~ I I ' 

. ( 

THAT petitioner is informed and believes , and the1·e{ o1 e a lleges, that 

IIJCh s:,n~~~S .
1P.f ~ptes ·1:!i i' tn ,' ,:'pc't ,1inat:cu'cati '"and' ' i:lcies rio t show the 't r ue' nu11,be1· 

of ivot1e', IJ~st' coP 1•yc s"l:~-'n'd hlno' ' 
II • ' I ti 

6 
·, 

0

1 • I I •' , 1 1 

THAT .. petitoner ls informed anu believes, and the refore allege s , that of 

sJc'h ~il~ed 'reJ•c1:e"d'•ba-itoi:•~, the IICl jority t he reof were i n ' fac t va liu anu'"',houlcj 

ti1ve 'been ' ciouJteJ;;~Yt .t11e~,•~ns1111c'Fprs;pf 'plecti ofi,; ' :· ., I,, 
• O t I I , I I I·• ; • 7 

I I p ~ I , 

THAT rejection of the ballots was not made i n accordance with Par, 16-947 

of the Ari
1

~0~~ R~; isi~ S.tatutes ,~nd ~heq!Co1e t he " no '' vo t t! wa s c r edite d with 
•t ,I ' ' tJ I ; ·, I ' I 

l~~• rpF~~ 1 than legally entitled, suf f i c ient ~o c hange t he r esults of the election 

8 
~ h f I ! 1 ' I I • j o I I , , 

that , petitionu ~• i11Coqne4 1a nu be~ie vl!s , a nu therl'for r all eges, that i;ucl) 
I I • I 'I I ' I 1 

cap~as~ .. of I vqte s: is in (,c;t f ~ac,::urate .111d Joes· no t s how t hl· ll uc riumbe c of vo tl!s 

c~st ~o~ the 
1
!yes' .a~d 'no'• vote s 

., 
1Jrot flst .~:I 

I 9 
·, , I . I I f I I I I 

JHAT no previous application ha s bl'en made 
0

f o r the ordc1· 's'ought hH c i n;' 

,, WHEREFORE,' pe titioner prays ' tha t thl >1 .l'•JUCt ,Ji r.c•ct " ,., .. , . .,,.,.,ss .. r thu ., , I 

-~r ' rejec~~,t 'b~ll? t 11 i;hown 0 11· t ht1 ~t.a'l .,•1~,'o1t ,, r •:u,,v~sl> i11 t!,~ ~! orcsaid l· l c c.: tion 
q\'u.,j.• ;a. ' I~-'••, ( 

H I I STATE OF AlU ZONA, 1· SS ; ·, 
COUNTY OF MARI COPA • 

1 
' . .. . 'LEWIS E: · s rnCE'.t , BCINC

1
DULY swo1N: uroN 111 5 OATII OEPOSf.S AN O Si\YS : 

TliAT IIE 1 S THE PLAINTlff IN TIii( FOl!EGOlNO ACTION; TIIAT !IE HAS .!Ei\D, 
TIIE COMPLAINT HEREIN i ANO THAT ALL FACTS, HATTERS ANO TlllNCS SET f ClRTII II E.l l! IN A tE T:WE 
ANO CORRECT, EXCEPT AS, TP TJIOSE, SET, fOflTll.1UPON lNFOHfi-\TlON ,\NO itJi LJEr , !fI CII II E __ BELIEVES TO 
IE BRUE. ' '. " . . . ' . -~v>::::, .:.'· ... I ,;-

SUllSCRI'B;~ D 'A'ND',>SWO!U'? l'Q ','B~'F,BU; .-kE ·'I'.lll's , 2~1
1'p l\f, ,•,Of'',OC'f~, 1'}'14 ,'. •;~ Lf.l'I ~ E S lNCE;t · . , 

: I I .. : I I ... , ,, • - .. ,ua~t-L.5,,~"·, 
N T,\ zJy 'r uaL1c 'n ~-•,~ I ri:,,r, ·,, I 

I ,, • ' • I 
1
, , • , , I , , t • • 1 o , • •• , •, ; ;;- ! 
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CHRONOLOGY OF SUN CITY SCHOOL REMOVAL 

10/16/74 MADE ATTEMPTm TO EXAMINE BOND ELECTION BALLOTS AND AFFIDAVITS, 
WAS ADVISED THEY WERE UNDER SEAL AND CAN ONLY BE OPENED BY 
COURT ORDER. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 

10/28/74 FIL]i;D SPECIAL ACTION IN SUPERIOR COURT AGAINST MELVIN HUBER, 
SUPERINTENDENT, PEORIA SCHOOL DTST.; RHEA WOODALL, CLERK, 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND TOM FREESTONE, COUNTY RECORDER 
ASKING COURT TO RESTRAIN DEFENDANTS FROM TAKING ANY ACTION 
ON THE BOND ELECTION UNTIL I CAN ~XAMINE BALLOTS AND AFFIDAVITS. 

10/23/74 FILED A VERIFIED PETION IN SUPERIOR COURT RiQU~STING COURT TO 
DIRECT A R; CANVASS OF THE PROTESTED BALLOTS. 

10/24/74 ANSWER FILED BY MOISE BERGtR, MARICOPA COUNTY ATTORNEY REQUESTING 
THAT SUIT BE DISMISS~D. 

10/29/74 SUPERIOR COURT ASSIGNED SUIT# AS C-301232. 

10/29/74 

10/30/74 

10/30/74 

11/1/74 

11/7/01 

11/,20/?4 

11/26/74 

3/25/75 

TRIAL MEMORANDUM FILED BY JANE REX GREER, SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR 
PEORIA ELEMEt,TARY SCHOOL DIST #11 

JUDGE ROBEHT L. MYERS OF SUPERIOR COURT AGREES WI 'fH PLAINTIFF 
(SINGER) AND ORDERS THE SCHOOL DISTRICT TO ALLOW PLAINTIFF TO 
INSPECT THE BALLOTS. BOND IS POSTED BY SINGER. 

PRELIMINA F:Y EXAMINATION OF BALLOTS EXPOSED 382 DISCREPANCIES 
AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE WAS FILED WITH SUPERIOR COURT TO ORDER 
DEFENDANTS TO VOID TIE BOARD OB SSUPERVISOR'S CEiTIFICATION OF 
BOND ELECTION OF 10/8/74 

JUDGE ROBERT L. MYERS APPROVES ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE AND ORDERS 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO RESTRAIN FROM TAKING ANY FURTHER ACTION 
ON BOND ISSUE. 

JUDGE ROBERT L. MYERS ISSUES STIPULATION AND ORDER EXTENDS TIMi 
OF ACTION TO 12/6/74 TO PERMIT PLAINTIFF TO EXAMINE ALL 17,372. 
BALLOTS. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEET 'l'O CONSIDER Ri:MOVING SUN CITY FROM 
SC~OOL DISTRICT, REDISTRICTING PETITION IS UP FOR CONSIDERATION. 
SINGER IS PRESENT AND IS ASKED BY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WHETHER 
IE WILL WITHDRAW HIS SUIT IF SUN CITY IS REMOVED FROM SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. SINGER REPLIES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. SUN CITY REMOVED. 

JUDGE ROBERT L. MYERS ISSUES THE FOLLOWING "PURSUANT TO STIPULATION, 
IT IS ORDiR THAT THIS ACTI ON IS DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE". 

BOND RETURNED TO SINGER 

·. -



CD - TAXES - SCYOOL I N TIIE SUPER IO~ COl11\ T CTF THE STATE Of AR 17. 0!'-IA 

IN AND FOR TIIE COUNTY 0,., . "\R ICOP,\ 

Oct . , 

~-~,·'-
. · LEWIS E. SINGER , 

' Plaintiff, J 
vs. j 

MELVIN HUBER , Superintendent , 
Peor i a Elementary School Dist . # 11, 
RHEA WOODALL, Clerk, the Board of j 
Supervisors of Maricopa County, 
State of Arizona ; TOM FREESTONE , 
County Recorder . 

Defe:ndants 

I 

NO . 

SPECIAL ACTION 
ELECTION CONTEST 
NON-CLASSIFIED CIVIL 

COMES N0\-1 the Plaii:tiff , and fot· cause o( action :1gainst 

Defendants , alleges: 

I 

That plaintiff is a r esident o( Maricopa County, Arizona , an<l 

is a duly qualified elector pursuant Lo Constitution and laws of che Sl at~ .,[ 

:\r;1,,.Hi;1J <111cl i.s A rPidclPnl t>f Peoria Elementary School Dist r ict //11 , all of said 

legislative distric t being within the boundaries oi Maricopa County, Arizona . 

II 

THAT defendant, Melvin Huber , is Superintendent o( Peoria 

Elementary Schoo l District //1, which conducted an Over 4~~ Special Bond Ele~tion 

in the amount of ' S6,750 , 000 (Peoria Elementary) under authority o( # 15-1302 , A. R. S. 
I . 

on Oc~ober 8 , 1974 . 

III 

THAT defendant RHEA WOODALL is Clerk of the Boar d of Supervisor s 

of Ma r icopa County , State of Arizona , wni~h poqy ~s · authorized by #35- 454 t o canvass 

t he votes cast and certify the result on the firsF Nonday succeeding the twelfth 

day after the election, and subsequently would be · authorized to issue and sell 

nego t iable, coupon , general obligation bonds of Schoo l District No . 11 (Peoria 

Elementary) ·of Maricopa County, Ar izona in the sum stated in Paragraph II . 

I V 

THAT TOM FREESTONE is the County Recorder in whose office the 

Boar d of Superv i sors shall file and record a certificate disc l osing the purpose of 

t he election, the t·o t a l number of votes cast , and the total number of votes for 

and against creating t he indebte~ness , and stating that the indebtedness is ordered , 

af t er which time the Boar d of Supervisors would be able to carry out the purpose of 

t he election . 

V 

THAT the aforesaid special bond election was held on October 8 , 

1974 util i zing the "official ballot ii presented in Exhibit l . 
• I 

VI 
0

THAT the resu l ts of the electi~n were submitted to the Board of 

Super visors on October 9 , 1974 by H.F. LONG , Cl erk , Board of Trustees , School 

District No . 11 which stated tl1at 17 , 732 billots were ~as~, of which 8, 817 were 

marked "yes",· 8,429 were ma rked "no" , and 486 ballots were rejected. 

VII 
I' 

THAT in accordance with #15 - 473 , any per son desiring t o vote 

submi t ted· an Affidavit (a's prepared by the Sta
1

c·e Superintendent of Public Instruction) 

swearing ~ha~ he or she was a qualified elector of the State of Arizona and had resided 

in the El ementary School Dist1·.:ct # 11 ( or 30 days i mmediately pr eceding the election . 
I I ' 

.,, 

" I 
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STATE OF A'{IZONA ] 

COUNTY OF MARICOPA[ ] 
ss 

Oct . , 1974, pg .2 

.......__ 
TN THE SUPERIOR COlJ'{T 0 . ,'HE STi\TE Of AR llONA 

IN t\ND fO~ THE COUNTY Of MM.ICOPi\ 

LEWIS E. SINGER , being duly sworn, upon his oath deposes 

and says; 

That he is the plaintiff in the foregoing action; that 

he has read the complaint herein; and that all facts, matters and thing s set 

forth taherein arc t rucand correct, exdept as to those set f orth upon 

information and belief, which he believes to be true. 

E . SINGE~ 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ___ day o( 

Oc tober 1974. 

Notary Public 

My Commission Exp ires: 
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THAT there ---Were . ( our teen different locali,.1ns usec..l as poll i ng 

places with differ e nt InspPc t ors, J uc..lfes, Clerk s and Marsha ls at cac l1 locati on , 

hired by anJ paid by the Board of Trustees of the afo r esaid Schoot District # 11, 

in accordance with # 15-476, A.1 . S . 

IX 

THAT the difference between the "yes" and "no" vote was 387 votes, 

and the possibility exists that sufficient ballots were i mproperly rejected to 

reverse the announced results of the election. 

X 

THAT many of the 486 rejected ballots were fo r reasons that are not in 

accordance with #16-947 through #16-949 , A.R . S . for elections such as bond 

elections. 

XI 

THAT rejected ballots were not di s posed of or 1narked according t o 

#16-947 A,R,S. which reads as follows: 

"The ballots , as soon as read, or l·ejected for illegality, shal 1 be 
strung, those allowed on one string and those rejected on another, 
and shall not thereafter be examined by any person. Each ballot 
rejected shall be marked "rejected" and the cause of the rejection 
endorsed on the back thereof and signed .',y a majority of the election 
board or tally board. 

X 
THAT no opportunity was qfforded plaintiff to examine the rejected 

ballots nor the AFFIDAVITS used in tpc eleq:.ion in conformance with AR S 15-473 

although these affidavits are not to be placed iµ ballot box and sealed ~ Para ­

graph C of 15-473 states that these a!fidavits are to be retur.:1eJ to the county 

school superintendent and be kept by him for not less than five years, They 

thus should have been available for inspection upon request altl1ough inspection 

of the ballots are subject to court or der. The afiidavits arc necessary f or 

checking against voter lists to deter mine whether elector was a "qualified voter" , 

XI 

THAT if the aforesaid bond election is certified, although the· election 

was not in accordance with the Arizona Revised Statutes, plaintiff would be 

unjustly liable for an increased tax rate, and be caused v i o l a tion of his civil 

rights which entit l es him to a bond election according to rules laid down by the 

Arizona State legislature embodies in Titles 15 and 16 of t he A. !LS. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff prays tl1at 

·r. THIS COURT take jurisdiction of this complaint and pr oceed with 

hearing and d~termination of the cause of action alleged herein . 

2. ' DEFENDANTS be restrained and enj~ined from taking any action of 
I 

any kind ~nder oi by which said defendants may proceed to certify results of 

the aforesaid bond election, or from cari:ying out the purposes of the electi on.· 

3. TIIE COU~T grant to plaintiff such other and furt her ~elie f as may 

be proper. 
I 

DATED THIS 28 DAY OF OCTOBER 1974. 

I • 

' . E. SI NGER , pr o pe 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0.HE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN/ AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MAR I COPA 

LEWIS E. SINGER 
Plaintiff 

VS 

MELVIN HUBER, Superintendent, 
Peoria Elementary School Dist, #11; 
RHEA WOODALL, Clerk, the Board of 
Supervisors of Maricopa County, 
State of Arizona; TOM FREESTONE; 
County Recorder 

Defendants 

NO , 301232 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

COMES NOW the plaintiff , andfor cause of action 
against defendants , alleges: 

I 

THAT the Board of Supervisors on Oc tober 8, 1974 

certified a special bond election held in School District #11 (Peoria Elemen­

tary) on September 3, 1974, 

THAT the aforesaid Board of Supervisors certified 

a total of 17,463 cast of which 8,717 were marked "Bond , Yes"; 8,225 were 

marked "Bonds, No" , and 521 were rejected, 

III 

THAT plaintiff has conducted an independent audit 

of the Polling Lists of each polling place and has arrived at a result which 

shows that the total ballots cast were 17,845 of which an indeterminate number 

were marked "Bonds, Yes" "Bonds, No" and Rejected, and showing a difference 

compared with the Board of Supervisors figure of 382 ballots, as follows: 

POLLING PLACE TOTAL VOTE PER PER BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
POLLING LIST YES NO REJECTED TOTAL DIFFERENCE --

BEOR I A H,S,LIBRARY 1049 872 30 38 940 109 
VALLEY NATIONAL BANK 993 474 284 35 793 - 200 
PORTA SCHOOL 1020 1001 18 l 1020 
FIRST N .B. SUN CITY 1562 559 966 37 1562 
UNITED aANK 1541 564 917 60 1541 
DEL WEBB 1154 455 676 23 1154 
BRAEMER ESTATES 497 460 16 21 497 
FIRST UNITED PRESBYT. 1332 540 736 1276 56 
SUNDIAL RECREATION CTR 2240 732 1411 91 2234 6 
IRA MURPHY 719 685 8 26 719 
FAIRWAY 1410 599 756 45 1400 10 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST 1049 431 593 25 1049 
SUN BOWL 1360 572 735 53 1360 
LAKEVIEW CENTER 1767 677 1024 66 1767 
ABSENTEE 152 96 55 151 l 

17845 8717 8225 521 17463 382 

111: 
WHEREFORE plaintiff yays that recanvass be made by 

the Board of Supervisors on the first available Monday at its regular place of 

meeting in the City of Phoenix, Arizona , and Court order that the certification 

authorized for 

cc: 

the October 8 , 1974 canvass be voided. ~ _ ~ ~ 

LE~ SIHGER, PRO PER Jane Rex Greer 
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Suit filed to void bond vote 
questioning were not 
available at press time. 

ballots being rejected as 
invalid, the possibility 
exists that sufficient ballots 

Sun Citian Lewis Singer 
filed suit yesterday to block 
the Peoria School District's 
successful elementary bond 
election, claiming the in­
valid ballots were not 
properly marked and the 
voter affidavits are · not 
available. for inspection. 

Singer said the board and 
the suit's defendants, clerk 
Rhea Woodall and district 
superintendent Melvin 
Huber, have five days to 
reply to his suit. He said he 
wants to check all ballots 
now, not just the invalid 
ones. 

· were improperly rejected 
to reverse the announced 
results of the election. 

Oct. 8 election were 
qualified voters or if they 
had cast ballots in any of 
the other polling places that 
day. · 
. SA YING his request to 
look at the ballots was 
rejected, Singer said " it is 
thus unfortunately 
necessary to take legal 
action." 

Singer also appeared at 
the County Board of 
Supervisors meeting 
yesterday asking them to 
delay canvassing the vote 
because of his suit. 

The canvass was delayed 
when the board, opening 
the official election en­
velopes, found the tally 
sheets listing the results of 
several precincts were not 
there. . 

THE CANVASS was then 
delayed until the board's 
afternoon meeting, with 
school district and election 
officials from two polling 
sites summoned to explain 
what happened. 

The results of the board's 

Realizing he will be 
",open to extreme 
criticism," Singer said he 
hopes the matter can be 
settled quickly because the 
district students are " in 
dire need of schools." 

THE SUN Citian earlier 
indicated he will sponsor 
another petition drive to 
separate the Sun City­
Youngtown areas from the 
district, perhaps setting up 
petition tables near the 
polling places for the Nov. 5 
general election. 

His complaint stales with 
the elementary bonds 
~ing by 387 voles and 486 

Si~ge~ sues to have vote 
. ' . 

cerlllicotlon set aside 
' ' ' 

Sun Citian Lewis . Singer were cast, whereas he has 
filed suit yesterday to have found 17 845 · ua1J 
the certifjcati04 ol tile Oct. cast. , . wer~ act Y 

· 8 bond election . ,et qide, . · · . ' .: . 
, and 'announcfd. . be will · 5·. The dif~ereace shows up, . 
. ch4llenge Ui~ .. eleic;Uon on :. :1 anger said, w~en the votes .. ·, 
the bas~ A >f, ij)e: .aigned · .. rom each polling place are: · 
Jf.(j~yJ~, .. ~ .·&>y )p~s; , ~~ an~ total · 17,84.;._ . 

>,-Singer'1 'suit'clw-ges·tb . . He is~ making copies·.· 
'board ~ectt7 463 vote!·· of · t~e affidavits and ·. 
MOn➔itrH&wtili I .. , Id; :ft ~II ,,.,..'.~ WM I checkµig the . names ,.and 

- . addresses agamst th~ list of 
1_-re~stered voters, a process 
·, he ~xpec~ · will take up to 
: t\\!Q mop~: ,. ·· .. _ ... · . '· . . . ·. 
•_;, h ei1it j· t; ~; f ·:~ •,., > ,•·_' +, 

Singer also claims he 
should have been allowed to 
examine the voter af­
fidavits, which he said are 
supposed to be filed with 
the county school 
superintendent's office. · 

AS A property owner in 
the district, Singer said in 
his suit, he would be un­
justly liable for an in­
creased tax rate if the 
election is certified. 

Singer has been working 
for nearly a week, trying to 
examine the ballots and 
affidavits which were 
sealed and waiting for 
examination yesterday by 
the supervisors. 

In his statement lo the 
board, ' Singer charged 
there was no effort made to 
determine if voters in the 

James Bond, the 
supervisors' legal counsel, 
said it is against the law for 
anyone to examine the 
ballots before the board 
canvasses them. · 

"He was asking us to 
break the law," Bond said, 
"and we just couldn't do 
that." 

SINGER said he hopes 
the matter . is resolved 
·quickly and indicated he'd 
received assurance from 
the district's bonding agent 
that preliminary work can 
still be done on .selling the 
$6.75 million in bonds and 
no delay will be ex­
perienced if the suit is 

1 • setUed within a couple of 
' · months. 
•. · Still s.marting from his 
rr . unsuccessful bid for the 
0 Arizona House . of• 
, Representatives earlier 
t · this year, Singer said the 
\' . bond election is "another 

example of the l~osely 
written election laws wtµch 
makes a farce of our 
elections and has · already 
kept me from nomination to 
the state legislature.'' 



::i .-":"--_""."-- ·-- -.. 
· ·f· :, ' i . .· . . 

[11§,;it d.~biys 
··'.· bond sale 
~l i.~n Sun City 
• : y • 

Superior ·Court Judge Roi>­
• ~ erl L. Myers Friday ordered 
•;. the Maricopa County Board 
: : al Supervisors t.o stay action 
; , in selling bonds for the P~ 
~ ria Elementary School Dis­:l tJict' until a vote recount is 
.... ll!¥de next week . 
.. ◄ ' • 

.• • ; The order was · mad_e in 
•r; COMecti9n with a suit filed 
-!"' by .Louis Singer, a Sun City ·½ resident, who sued the school 
t district and the board of 
!.: supervisors challenging the 
" ' outcome ol the Oct. 8 bond 
! ~lection. · 
~ _, The bond measure was ap-
.,. proved by a margin or 387 
~ voles, but Singer questioned 

:: t ~m~: tif!t : ~ll~~ ~· 
:; could make a difference 41 f ,:J~ outc~me. 1 

; Earlier this week, a three­
•• J!f TSOO panel I appointed by 

t :Myers delerm111~n t~~t llif 
; , ·:_official canvass or the votes 
! -.ppro.ved by the board of ~ 
-"-·.:supervisors cootained errors. 
4't,-.. .. . . 
.. ,,-1 Myers said that election 
;:,~ri;onnel would begin re-_ 
"""'"~ UJe _- ballots Monday , i •· · ,t.b41,'.'. be~ would revie~ . 

~ . ·:. ·:1:~:'.~~ --- -·~~; ~ --~~-- ~ ,.. ,., . 



issue tops '7 4 news 
B)· HO:\ HOSEBHOl 'h 

St.1H \\'dll ·1· 
Tht' c•o11l1nui11): s.1g,1 ol ti, . 

clcaguc•red I 't·oria Sl'hool I listril·.f 
hid1 had llllJl'l' dia pit-rs ,,1 ~11s1wnM' 
nd intrigue Uia11 a n olJ 111,l\·1c• sc•ri,d , 
rob~1bly dum ina :cd lhl· 111•,,·s in S1111 
ity-\' oungtown 11111rt· I h,1 n an~ o11wr 
tory i II I !17 -1 . 

.\ \\' EEK bdore the 
e lection. the Sl'TA board 
voled lo ask tha t the 
clt!clion ht• t·a 11t·1•lcd, 
calling the a mounts 
requested "excessive." T he 
school board ;ilrcady had 
considered the move and 
rcjcclt!d it, vowing not to 
bow to pressure from the 
two r e tire m ent c om­
munitit•s. 

And . lo borrow a phras1: from T . S. 
:1101. lht• 10-~·1·ar poWl'r slr11gglt• 
etwct•n lhe part•nlal anJ rl'li n•111t•nt 

Voters then went to lhe ommunilil'S t•rnlt•d 11111 w ith a hang, 
ul ., whimpt•r . polls and passed lhe 

e ll•mentary born.ls by a bare 
Tht• record of dcleatecl bone! issues. 387 vote majority . \)ul 

burled peli lion drives. and endless rejected the high school 
!lkrs lo U1e editor cam<' to a ra U1cr bonds by more than a 
uiet end when, in late November, a thousand voles. 
~·titi~n bc•aring only 10 names ~f r The board 's elation was 
,strict pan•nts suecl'l'dt•d 111 \ . 

. . ./ undercut abruptly a week 
evc~•.ng the two rchrem~nl _com-< · latcrwhenSunCitian Lewis 
1un1t1es from U1e school district. \ s· ,.1 1· ·ti· 1·1 k "tb · 

.. . 
.f •· • ... . 

' , ln~c•r I l'( SUI O) O(' {' 

\

l'l1•1·lion , · d1a_rg_11.1g · 1111~ -

propl'I' voling practin •~ .. ~~ •!.d 
~e man~i ng a I'{' (.'~)~!~~: 
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Stm Citians Look At Send Issue 
BY BOB JANZ 

I> SUn Citizen News Editor · 
• • Twenty-five per cent of the children 
·_attending Peoria schools live in homes 
without tubs or showers. 

f ~ This is a sample of the facts given 
~.last week by Ira Murphy, Peoria 
' scl:iool superintendent, in an impress-

ive presentation of his reasons why 
• a proposed bond issue that will be 
.'voted upon next October should be 
passed. 

In fact, Murphy's explanation of the 
! situation was so masterly that the few 

people from Sun City a9d Youngtown 
• who inspected the schools and beard 
, him talk could not think of a single 
·question to ask when he invited 
queries. 
··· Nevertheless, there arc new ques­
tions that kee'p popping up from time 

I to time, and the discussion that fol­
.' lows is an attempt to discuss some of 

_- the issues without too·much partiality, 
in the hope that the residents of Sun 

.,.. City, who arc vitally involved ·from 
the ,financial and social standpoint, 

will have a better idea of what they 
are being called to vote upon. 

In a nutshell: Sun City is included 
in the Peoria school district; the 
five-man school board, which has oae 
member from Sun City, believes that 
it needs to raise about a half-million 
dollars for new facilities and pur­
chase of school sites; and the 5,000 
voters of Sun City, who collectively 
can probably dominate any election 
in the district, will vote on the bond 
issue proposal next October. 

It would be difficult to believe 
that anyone who inspected the school 
system voould argue that some new 
building and modernization is not 
needed. 

One building which houses six class­
rooms Is a war-surplus structure that 
should 9bvlously be replaced. 

The shower area's for both boys 
and &iris are unquestionably inade­
quate, cons~dcring the fact the showers 
not only sei;ve the needs of school 
athletes but also serve the health of 
the community by offering the only 

means through which a large portion 
of the town's youth can take a bath. 

The enlarging or rebuilding of the 
band room is one project that has 
aroused. some opposition. No one has 
argued that the present band room 
is adequate. The opposition presum­
ably stems from a dislike for educa­
tional "frills." The obvious answer is 
that unlike such frills as driver ed­
ucation or cooking, playing in a band 
does tend to give the student some 
esthetic sense and docs keep him off 
the streets. What with the constant 
practice of the Peoria varsity band, 
and its appearance this year in 43 
public performances, the members 
have little time to become juvenile 
delinquents. 

As for the instruments the band 
and other moslCJll groups use, little 
·needs to be said to anyone who has 
seen them. As one wit remarked: 
"Now I know what happened to the 
piano the Pilgrims brought onr on 
the Mayflower. Peoria high school 

(Continued on page 5) 

SCHOOL BOND 
Continued from page 1 

f • 

Is using it." 
• Incidentally, five graduates of Peo­

ria high school are now teaching mus­
ic in schools around the state. 

The Peoria schools advance social 
, conditions (and thus ease the tax­

payer's burden) in other ways. The 
eyes of students, for example, can 

1 be examined by the school nurse. 
/ Through the cooperation of the Sun 

City Lions and the Peoria Kiwanis 
clubs. 18 pairs of glasses have been 

· given to needy children this year. 
Some of the questions raised by 

· the bond issue are not so easy to de­
ferid. It's proposed that more land 
be purchased for possble future cx­
panson. 

Growth of populaton and commerce 
in the school district has been so rapid 
in recent years that it takes no expert 
to predict a greatly increased need 
for schools, buses facilities and play­
grounds. 

But there Is no immediate need for 
additional land, and there has been 
some suspicion expressed that the urge 
to baste is not so much to provide 
for future needs as for the present 
enrichment of some landowners. 

A more leisurely approach to the 
land problem has been suggested . 
New types of school structures are 
coming . into use requiring smaller 
land areas. Instead of purchasing ex-

1 pensive land near present school sites, 
it might be better to make scattered 
purchases in more distant areas where 

I land is cheaper, and thus provide for 
any communities that may become 

;suddenly populated. There is also the 
possibility . that with the increasing 
awareness of industry of its duty to-
wards education, the school district . 
inay be able to obtain donations of 
land from some of the large corpora­
tions that are now or will in the fu­
ture be operating here. 

l _ In this connection, an example can 
l • 
be cited in the case of the American 

l,lnstitute for Foreign Trade; which is 

located in the Peoria school district, 
and which receives a large amount 
of its support from businesses, most 
of which are not now doing business 
here. 

The greatest surprise Is why there Is 
any need for funds at all. Why does 
the district, which is already paying 
off one bond ssue, want to saddle 
itself with another one, when it Is 
oow the wealthiest district per student 
In this area if not In the stilte? 

The present tax rate of $2.46 is the 
lowest in the area, less than half that 
of some other districts in this area. 

This was not always the case. In the 
past few years the tax rate has been 
repeatedly lowered, while at the same 
time the assessed valuation of the dis­
trict has risen sharply. 

Why • lower the rate if money is 
needed$ It is as though an employee 
continually asks to have his pay re­
duced and then suddenly says, "Hey 
boss. Lend me $50,000." 

Assessed valuations from 1953 to 
1956 were around three million dol­
lars. Now the figure is more than 
eleven million. 

If the tax rate had not been low­
ered the schools would now have 
money which they need, without the 
necessity of going into debt. 

Even now, at this late date, con• 
siderlng the rapid,' growth of Sun 
City and Youngtown, if the rate were 
set at a more realstic rate, somewhat 
on a par with other 4'istricts nearby, 
the additional funds obtained might 
be sufficient Co take care of Peoria's 
needs out of i.otome. 

To sum up: the bond issue is a 
matter of real importance. It will re­
ceive continuous treatment in these 
columns, so that by October all sides 
of the problem should have been 
aired, and all viewpoints should have 
had the opportunity to be heard. 

As one cowboy philosopher (not of 
the classical school) has put it: 
"Whether I have the right to have my 
argument heard is not as important 
as my right to hear your side. Other­
wise, being as ignorant, uneducated 
ancl nreiudiced as I am. how can I 



VF - TA XES - SCH OO L 

- - - ' 

' ·:il~SfJ;~;k"'/f;.,. :_ .•, . iii - :us1c' 
-. _. · ratilitiis ·•"J1·m11forruin~Rtnooat10n~~. ·, ~ 
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· Endorsed · unaniinously · by the• : ' The ' new' pro1>0bt' is for $298,­
,in~oming and outgoing' boards· of 000, .,-consistmk"'Of t $'.MS,000 for ' 
the. Sun . City Civic Ass'n, a re-: elementary. cJas.,roOms and faci­
duced · school-bond proposal goes Iities, and $80,QOO for music faci-: 
before the voters Tuesday, Jan. , s : Iities' 'and renovation of"the auiii-• 

• ' - · · · .. torium. - · 
. 'Meeting together. last' week, the Th I will · .. ·, , . · · e two proposa s appear 

two boards approved the recom-. · . . - 1 , . th :.b 11 . 
· · d . · · 'd f f ' d" , separate y on e a ot. men auon ma e by a act- in mg Th . • . · · h' h · • . · · . • • , , · e c cotnmit·tee , w 1c recom- · 1 

conwuttee that the residents of ded h b . ·d • th · · .' . · . ' men · t e on , issue to e 
Sun Clly v.ote in favor of the Ci • A , · · d f F .R 
bond issue. v1c ss-? was ·CQmpose o . . 

Lutz, cbe1rman; Jens J. J enscn, : 
· A similar proposal was defeat- . architect; , ·and.• Wm. J. Ahrens, 

ed in October, with Sun City.·and analyst.:•~- . ~ • . ' • . 
Youngtown voting about '3. to 2 · They · spe~t ·~many . hours in 
against it.• meetin·gs, · .• inspecting the • school 

' Only ' feoria ' voted ; fav,o;ably, pro~rty: llllcl t"fi'guring ·the'., costs 
and although'! the Peori~ margin of '>~ceded'.' i(nprovements·· before 

· wa__yoverivlieioiin•g; t the ~ote·I ~f ~ilclor~int(the': $2~8,0~0: fi&qrJ~ . 
. 'the balance· of' ' tbe district was· •·:.Only '.per~~~who are tµ-~y---.... 

, _u :·', .;1.?.'•1,~;,,I •:..:.· ··, •-~· • .,; , ing ·,,._ro,.,.~f VQWl1e~·, who~' ha e_·, 7'.. wlJC:S~nuuw--._..~!:.Jlle::b,,<>nds:;;~ '°"-"·~ , ~· _1t,; !i.~,"Wi. $ 
, ... 1 •• ~ ... , ..... ... .,,,..,-,;-_·..,,., ..,-:\ . ~ .... ,...l--1&.< ::i::~~~-

T.ie ~ Ol:tolier "proposal ' tota!ed . " -~· ~ :· yoiil-1-ballot .1n:,~e-~:-pee°' 
$5:17,000. oria School a;oua; election J;u~ · 

day; -Jan.~ 8,' at: the"Community 
Center :on· Oainio'iit Dr~· Polls , 
wilHbe;:opeo,ifr~''6 a.m. ·.to 6·,,ri 

"\,;!~- .... - .. ,, ( '!,·=·" 
,...,. P,;~ ·•ll! . .:'\'!f}\.'- ".'l• .":'~ ":'tf ~ 
r..._,_ ~<.;:;; ~=~ ==~ 
' r i'sided mi tho Slfjstrit V 'six months, 
·and ·wao' -~;e'!:'<, { e'giste}~ ,.· 'iOters, 

61 ~-!!' , ~ ,.,.,,.. ►"' t., • 

may '-vote ,!n. th.e bond ••~!~~~o~,e 
· Residen1r,.;wbg. are· Iiot"registered 

J N~ ~ '""",,;, iE . •l' . .- _. .. ·~ • .. ~. 
,but {:who , are• .'otherwise.. eligible: 
mjw stilt'.~~~ri ... '~j ~: .. i ;~1 

•' ( 
• Sun 'City .. voting will ,be done • 

~ 1----:_~ ' • 
. ' a~ the Cctmmunity Qenter, qn ~k-·; 

mont1 Dr . · · 1 t .. 

, tThe ·'"iici'Iis 'wilf, be "ope n from '. 6Ji 
' I "'I "'6 11' ~rr"· .._ l , --f 0 a.m , toJ 1,pJn. ,, . ~ , ~ 

'" -~ ..... • ...,,.,,...,..."'lk'f ... ~' • .,. .. r.1'-:,, ':V 
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; GLENDALE - Try,e · Sun City Taxpay-
ers Association ,Thulsday urged ·defeat · 
of the, Peoria School District's $9.9 mil-

~ 1 lion . bb'nd issue in a vote set for Oct. 16. ,: \ 

A . taxpayers association spokesman \ 
said the group will propose a plan t 
immediately _following_ the an_licipated 
defeat of the bond proposal that "will 
cost less and do· more." 

Pbff Tapley, SCTA education commit­
tee' chairman, sai~bis group's plan will 
be built around an analysis of the actual 
needs of .the school district. . 

. Geo,;ge Rodocker,' SCTA president, said . 
that · it would lie confusing to rele~se the 
plan now: TI1e SCTA has 2,800 members. 

The school district proposes to use the 
bond money, if approved by _ voter~(. to 
buy sites and build three elementary 
schools and a high school to alleviate 

_: crowded· conditions in the schools., 

The SCTA empl_1asized it is ·not op­
posed to proper educational facilities for . 
cfiildren in the PeorJa Sch6ol District. 

Taplej t~vefiled par~ . of the associa­
tion's itani whe9: he said pupilrnot at-· 
tendin~igh school should not be locat~ 
ed on the.present high schqol campus. 

ARIZONA REPUBLIC , Sept. 23, 1973 

. '. "M~v1n~ ; t~~ ';, g~~d~io~r" · uie1~g1i:i · 
·. s~hool 'camplis 'into

1
'.existing;•and ir~posedJ 

new facilities -}Vould make it possible to · 
accommQdat~~ more _than double;the pre­
sent high s~hool population," he said. . 

The organization contends that· since 
Sun City pays ,-,.i i;najor portion of,.thc 
educational costs and contributes only a 
minuscule part of tlic school population, 
that Sun City residents should have a 
strong voice in the operation and cost of ..l, . 

the schools. , . · · 
The SCTA ·also objects tq:·thc(tost of 

busing, . claiming the costs are . beyond 
reasonable and ~xpected limits .. 

"With proper exemptions for hard;h\p 
cases, the SCTA advocates consideratfon 
of a plan to charge fares to students 
who use the buses," Tapley ~id. 

• • • • I • 

Tho group favors a requirement tllat 
land developers and : home builders . in 
the district contribute to the cost oflthe 
r_equired additional school facµities. 

, I 
"In most cases the new home buy_trs 

would pay for this contribution in ~e 
price they pay for .a ·hoiJse. Thus, the 
parents of school children would shoul- . 
der ' a small share of the 'increasing cost 
of educating children," he said. 

School Superintendent Melvin Hub'er 
said he thought the_ SCT A idea for the 
high school is short-sighted. f_I-Ie said 
building costs ar~ less now than they · 
will be later. 

;,I don't understand the opposition," -: 
Huber said. "The children are here and : t 

projections are that more will be coming 
and costs are going up." ~ 



Retirees vote down bond.s :) _ ~ </ - 6 1 

,Peoria schools victim Of $Un Ci~y•·\ 
By V ASllTI McKENZIE 

. · PEORIA - The retirement commu­
nities of Sun City and Youngtown 
since 1962 have repeatedly voted 
down bond proposal, aimed at _ Im­
proving the fast deteriorating elemen., 
tary and high schools in the c0». 
bined Peoria School Districl 

/ 

"I don't care If I said we could 
build a facility for 10 cents on this 
campus, we still would get a thou­
sand votes against us," said Ira A. 
Murphy, superintendent of the district. 

"Some of the people in Sun City 
. who voted against the bond proposals 
have never been down ·here to see 
why we need improvements." 

Murphy said in an interview with 
The Arizona Republic that efforts to 
involve civic minded residents have 
been futile in Sun City and Yoong-­
town. 

He said the main problem is in Sun 
City, which was opened by the Del 
Webb Corp. in January 1960. 

"When these homes were sold, 
some of the Del Webb salesmen told 
them (prospective home owners) . 
there was no school tax and when a 
bond issue comes along, they don't 
understand and are against the 
school,"_ said Murphy. 

Murphy said he brought this to the 
attention of the Del Webb firm and 
the company now uses as a sales 
pitch that the area has the lowest tax 
rate in Maricopa County. 

• The combined tax rate, including 
state, county, junior college, flood 
and elementary and high school as­
sessments, is $5.76 per $100 of as-

sessed valuation.. In additi90, some 
residents ,pay an •~bnal so to S6 
cents per-$100•for· ltreetilfghting ... 
sessments. 

~ -tu (it eurrently·- ia .$1.09•.per 
$100 · of assessed nluatiOQ. and in­
chides ·both· ·elementary •and 1ligb 
IChools), . . 

. In a aurvey condocted·ln·-Sun Qty The :----y~ .,A. -unc· -ed these 
for the school 1dlstrict after ·the defeat D ... "' - vna• 

of a is·• M-per cent ·.facts: 
of the r R ~ there was no ·-v, per- cent --of the residents-are - -~.,,.--

from states other than Aruona. 

-U per CC!llt never had-dilldren. • 
-86 per cent did not ·-know. -the 

amount of tM school tu rate. · 

-95 . per cent had never visited· el--.· , 
ther of the two.schools in-the district , 

Continued On Page 1% 

Lack of space hampers-biology and chemistrY,.pro~ ·in P~oria's .aging hlgh.15chool ,. · 
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Continued From Page 1 

-52 per cent believe retired per­
sons should not have to pay property 
taxes for support of public schools. 

In addition, the survey showed 
that 58 per cent · of the residents be­
lieve that the , bulk of school support 
should come from the state, while 55 
per cent believe support should come 
from the federal goverment. 

Murphy insists that Sun City, an 
affluent area with four golf courses, 
could somehow afford to help build 
classrooms and buildings. 

Passage in 1962 of the $517,000 bond 
proposal would have supplied neces­
sary buildings and land sites for the 
school district. However, opposition in 
Youngtown and Sun City over­
whelmed the support received in less 
populated Peoria. 

In 1963, a group of Sun City resi­
dents fonned a committee known as 
The Civic Association. They contacted 
the superintendent's office and told 
him he could have $298,000 for im-
provements, Murphy said. ·- " · '· 

"They told me: 'This is the money 
we will give, not what you want/ " 
he said. · 

The 1963 bond issue passed narrow- . 
ly with the majority support coming 
from Peoria, where most of the chil­
dren live. On that occasion, Sun City 
and Youngtown residents almost split 
on the issue. 

Property taxpayers in Peoria have 
supported every bo~d proposal. 

Two years later, the board of 
education in 1965 embarked on a 
new study of district needs. The 
board authorized .six committees to 
study all phases · of the communi­
ty's educational needs. Members of 
leading civic groups in Sun City 
and Youngtown were invited to par­
ticipate and many of them served 
on the committees. ' 

The Bureau of Educational Re­
search and Service of the Universi­
ty of Arizona also conducted a sur- · 
vey of the Peoria School District in 
1966. 

The findings of the committees 
and the · university agreed with re­
commendations made by the North 
Central Association Re-Evaluation 
Committee. This committee gave 
the Peoria district excellent grades 
in academic program but virtually 
flunked its physical facilities. 

Recommendations included: new 
physical education building, new 
science building, additional class­
room for home economics and in­
dustrial arts, acquisition of land for 
expansion and plans for other 
buildings. 

Out of these recommendations, 
the board of education in April 
1968, put additional high school 
buildings and acquisition of land 
sites into a $950,000 bond proposal. 

It suffered a 21h to 1 ddeat, 2,394 
to 1,051, with Sun City and Young­
town residents overwhelmingly 
against the proposal. Peoria voters 
supported the proposal. 

Following this defeat, the board 
of education decided to ask all per­
sons who opposed the bond issue to 
form a committee to evaluate the 
situation. Three of the board's five 
members are from Sun City. 

"We asked those who wrote op­
posing le"tters to the newspaper and 
those who contacted w," Murphy 
said. 

The committee learned that the 
district has five classes of first and 
second graders attending classes in 
rented church buildings in down­
town Peoria; the gymnasium, built 
by the Works Progress Administra-

. tion (WPA) around 1933, lacks 
. proper ventilation and adequ~te 
dressing room spac~; inadequate 
space is ayailable 'for chemistry 
and biology classes, which also are 
bothered by poor ventilation. 

The committee 'recommended 
new buildings to house science, 
home economics and health class­
rooms and a new gymnasium. 

The committee noted, "The old 
gym, which this building will re­
place (Physical Education build­
ing), has been condemned due to 
lack of adequate facilities by every 

'W1 

surveying authority for the past 10 
years." 

On the basis of the committee's 
recommendations, a bond proposal 
again was put before the district 
voters. Last Tuesday, the voters 
turned it down, 1,369 to 1,082, with 
Sun City responsible for the defeat. 
The vote in the three voting areas 
was: Sun City, 1,142 no, 598 yes; 
Youngtown, 213 no, 220 yes; Peoria, 
14 no, 264 yes. 

Murphy is uncertain where the 
district goes from here. 

"We may have to get more rent­
ed classrooms," said Murphy. 

But he does not want to do that. 

"A split session would be difficult 
for our district," he said. "Fifty­
five to 60 per cent of our students 
are transported here by school bus. 
Buses would be coming and going 
all day long. 

The rooms in the high school 
building cannot be made larger be­
cause the walls are bearing walls, 
Murphy commented. This means 
they support the weight of the roof. 

"We have some teachers com-· 
plaining about the lack of work 
space,'' he said. "Education is not 

· just a classroom and teacher any­
more. You can't put an English 
teacher into a chemistry room. The 
techniques· are different and so are 
teaching aids." 

Murphy said, "The only thing · 
that ever may help us is possibly to 
get the people to realize they may 
be out of step." 

Refurbished auditorium was closed for three years 
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• Mass showers, cramped w~h facilities, lack of space pathetic in girls locker room 

I 
' 

Supt. Ira A. Murphy points out gymnasium's m'eager shower facilities 

OVER 



Five classes of first and second graders must attend school in rented church buildings 

Because walls support roof, classrooms cannot be enlarged in Peoria's 1921 high school building 
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Peoria scl1ools 
face crucial 
vote on bonds 

~0;;~·LMA·HE;.;\~oti> 
h SUN ~!TY - Peoria schools, officials 

h
ere claim, are between a rock and a 
ard place. 

II build;4}U:JJJ11~ ~ ool district 
has created mounting pressures on al ;:a::, ~veOOitJb j ctx>of 1ll<'ill\f ios. Effort; 

am new uildfng~ii~l>'c been beat­
en down repeatedly in bond elections. 

~Coria sch~! officials, however are 
lrymg o~ce again lo provide facilit ies 
for __ ever-increasing enrollments in lhc 
d!~ti icl that includes retirement commu. 
mhlics as well as areas with many 
sc ool-age children. 

Tuesday, voters will trek lo the polls 
lo say "yes" or "no" to a ·$9.9 million 
bond sale proposal. 

Th~y w!II determine it the di~tricl can .: 
acquire sites and build three elementary / 
schools and a new high school. The ele-

b
mentary. and . high school proposals will 
e submitted m two ballots. • 

The Sun City Taxpayers Association 
has urged a "no" vole on the bond pro­
posals. That group advocates building 
/h~ ~lementary schools, but would skip . 
•111ld1ng a. high school now. Instead it 
,_,·ould expand . the present high sch~ol 
ampus by laking over adjacent clemcn­
MY school buildings. The group says 

11ore facts are needed. . 

Some Sun City residents oppose the 
,onds because or the cost, pointing out ' 
hat they are on fixed incomes. Some 
, y they have met their obligations as 
•r as s~hools are concerned. Still others 
;>Uld wail . lo . see wh_at the slate lcgisla-
re ~foes m lls special session on school 

•1ancmg. 

The Sun City Homeowners Associat.ion 

'\, Co~tlnued on Page B-f 

Teacher Harold Gerry an 
rents from a church for u 

is pupils leave house the Pooria School District' 
as classrooms. 

,: More 
' about -­

Peo'iia school bond vote 

" 

. , 

r, 

\.' 
r, 

)' 

I 
/ Continued from lj~ge B·l 

has taken a neutral stand on the school 
issue. · / · 

Some residents h0w(lver, favor , the 
bond propasal. f 

Earl Clore, a member of the home­
owner association board of directors. but 
speaking on his own/ said facts sho,v 
that . the Peoria School District needs 
buildings now. 

"If we ·are to take care of all the 
students next September, two elementary 
schools must be started by January and 
be ready for classes by September." he 
sairl. "Ir there is a question . about the 
high school, then we should vote 'no' on 
the high school and 'yes' on the elemen­
tary bonds." 

"When we moved to Sun City," Clore 
pointed out, "we did not secede from the 
Union, nor resign from our responsibility i 
lo educate the youth of America, wl]o, in 
our case, are the children of this dis- '. 
trict." · 1 

. . I 
Clore said it was Inevitable lhal need- i 

ed schools will be built in lh_e district, 

"Costs of building are going up at the , 
rate of 1.3 per cent per, month: The :, 
proposed new buildings would have cost • 
$150,000 less had we approved the lionds (, · 
a year ago;'! he said. . · . ) . ; 

· : SchQOI •officials· : said -some 2,700 ele- , . 
mentary J)Upils, kindergarten ·through 
sixth grade, are on double · sessions. 
Some meet in churches, some , in a for­
mer bu~iness building and others· in an 

.old·house. ·.... · · .. ,_ . .,_,·, •· , 
I 

At the Murphy Schcx{ ~ven with dou­
ble sessions, there are · only four vacant 
-classrooms ' arid those will be fllled be­
fore the ehd · of the . school year, a 
spokesman said. · Potlable classrooms 
house 527 students at the Porta Sphool 
that. serves children In Glendale'~ Hall­
craft s~ctor. 

----·--- - -- ..... . .... . 

School Superintendent Mel Huber said 
thal, unless the district has new facilities 
next fall, the elementary schools will be 
beyond capacity, even on double ses­
sions. Officials said they do not know 
where they will put the projected 5,000 
new elementary students next fall. 

The high school, wiU1 a planned ca­
pacity of 1,047 students, already has 
1,190 students. That school will be on 
double sessions next year. 

It will take about two years to build a 
new high school, officials said. 

The district's 28 buses now make 11.7 
runs a day, Huber said. 

"This Isn't the most efficient way to 
. run a school," he stated. "Buses are a 
.. tremendous expense, but we must bring 

the children to school." · 
This year the d i s l r I c t budgeted 

$325,000 for busing, including operalion, 
maintenance, salaries for drivers, .and 
the purchase of nine new buses. 

"Busing costs could be reduced sub­
stantially," Huber said, "it school build­
ings were where the children could walk 
to school, particularly in the concentrat­
ed student papulation areas." 

The bond·· propasal would add an esti­
mated 75 .cents tax 'per $100 assessed 
valuatio!l, based on present valuations, 
officialJ · said. The combined -elementary 

. and' .high school district tax rate present- . 
ly'lf$2.70 per $100 assessed valualiQn'..~ 

,: .. . t.1., 

In the past, Surt City residents have 
turned down 13 of the 14 school ques­
tions In elections held between October 
1962 aJld last Nov. 14. A s~ool official:,. . 
reported .there were 23,700 •registered :' '' 
voters In ' Sun City · and Youngtown and 
estimated ther{ are 4.000 registered vot-
ers· in the balance of the district: . : 
: "If' history· ls ·any indication," Prl~cl- ·. 

pal! Dick Craig said, "22 per cent of the . 
people In the retirement towns will· vote. 
·01 that number, 72 per cent will vote 
1no'.r 

1 i I ~ • ' 
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~>' ~~MA HEATWOLE 
L;UN -~1ry: ·d_r!ve· b·y ~hicti _·the rc­
t~CI c • unities of Sun City and 
Youngtown would _break away from the 
Peoria school system and form their , 
own school district will get under way 
this week. · 

The proposal· and . pe_titi~ns ·.will . be 
presented _at · the quarterly meeting 9f 
the Sun City Home Owners Association , 
at 1 :30 p.m. Tuesday in the Mountain 
View Audi!orium. · · 

Sun City has repeatedly defeated bond 
programs designed lo permit the Peoria 
School District ·to expand its facilities. 

Probably no big selling job will be 
needed with the home owners associa­
tion. Sun Cilians with a $30,000 valued 
home. it was predicted, will save $136 
in laxes annually under the proposed 
Sun City-Youngtown Unified School 
District, according f.o figures of the 
1/0A. 

The advisory committee lo the Peoria 
School Board has recommended re­
districting so that needed schools for 
Peoria districi can be built without 
having to overcome Sun City voter op- · 
position. 

The HOA will present figures and sla• 
tisties compiled largely by the advisory 
committee and Melvin Huber, school 
superintendent. . 

It was ·estimated that the Peoria. 
. School :,Dtstric( tax.· rp.te with the re- , 
tirement.- ',~otmiluniti~s'. for .1974•7~ ~ill I 

be -$4.Jl-· per f l,1(.lQfassessed v~l~ation., 
With~ut':1R~~r; th~~ r~(e W~$\estunated . 
at $.4.28 ... , ,:;;,,'(.,i..;%:k;! } : . ". . ., • ,, 

'': •· .;;, ,·, ·t:'.:, ' • . . ' 

ARIZONA REPUBLIC, May 6, 1974 

,, . T":...· 

Projects place deficiencies· for ) ht,. 
high school at 537 students b~ Scp~ooi 
1975 or the need for one new high ~ 
by tiiat date. Deficiency needs until tha~ 
schools and one high school was place 
al about $10 million. · 

Cost of the needed three elementary 
grade schools and one. h_igh school was 
placed al about $10 m1\hon. 

The Sun City~Younglown district would 

Continued on Page B-2 

7 

= 
M()re 
r . 

about Drive to split Peoria districf. 
:· C.Ontinued from Page B-1 . Il the . Peoria District f!! . gain control of the local 
' o · d d bo d . school board,· allo· w the board have 60 elementary and 37 re rgamze an a n pro-

and . administration freedom 1,;gh school students. If the gram passed for new con-
•~ . . to implement and maintain iib,w district· were formed, it. stnJction ~s soon as possible (jesired educational programs 
ruust have a new school build- · in 1974,- the ·cQit would iidd aIJd help to keep atjd cj-t!p~~t 
ing. within six mo11ths, ac- ahout 87 cents to the Peoria qualified ed4cators. 
ai. rdjpg to sl.qte reqqirefllents_. Di6frict 1974 tax 'rate and 

. ; Earl qore, HOA president, $1.75 to the 1975 rate.· Huber Petitions ior the redistrict- : 
s_aid tliEl . lluil~ing could be said it would be possible to ing are availa!>le nciw at · the J 

Pfovi<ieq t!irough 30,~~pt J~vy sell boIJds l!P to $7 million if HOA office. , 
fgnds. High ~chool students a bond proposal ·passed. I 
wpuld l>e seqt t.o olj1er hig!i Previously, the advisory 
s~hool:, in t/le area. committee headed by Gilbert 
·, The formc!l operatipg Pl!dg- Lopez of Peori~, who is also 1 ~t fQr the ~C-y distr_ict, as :a rnem!>er . . of · !,he Peorj9 

Pimpijed PY the ~late b0<!r4 School Boar!f, had annqun-ced 
o eq4ci!tiPJ1 as Qf .April . 1, .. the cominittee favQreg re.clis-
1 74, Clore ~aid, Wqs $tQ7,000 tricljng because it wqµJd 
!~ the first year. &!_Ye Pe_gria freedom to re-

IJ-3 ~p11 /;lt'c. 

(YI flf_ {,,/ 19 1 lf 
The 1973-7f i:a'xi'rate for the district, is · 

$ O ·. ·-,:'-•,· '.:i.!l . . . ·. ,··· · ./ 2. ~--. .' .. l •• - {, ~.!:-•:~•·, ~ .• ··, · , : · I • • • , 1· • . / 

The new'.lunified/ ~un · City•Youngtown 
tax rate .- wciuJd f.·be• $1.~7 · per · $100 as-
s.~ss,~cl~y~. W Ji~~~, S.' ta~ ~ -s_ essed._. _ v ___ .alu._a- . 
tion_)!t1h~ .. _ lA . . tr,~~~:~~'. pl~9.~t~t . 
$78· s =·mtll16n .,,,·• .. ,.,, , '".) .. ' .· 

.J~j3,.f:i;•1·ih_e(q~~clli~~ 'r~r" filing p~ti­
tions ;'t~1''estabUsh . the district. by the 
start '.of:the ,fiscal year_· July . 1. ' 
. :.T~e, J>~r\_a·t ~h°-Clt:~~w_-~~s -. 3,621'~el• 
ementar.t .' st4detlts-;}t •.~ffi' ; ~~ades: one . 
through'•: l!ix·· ~ ·.doubl~ sessions.- Pro- . 
· ections place · schoPI · enroUro!lnt1_a~ .. ~.~ ' iy. Sept; J; :,~975.~W,ith-; 1qchoo,1;i~ap,11~1tr- :: 
ror::2,as<>"istuderits~Jhat.:. I~av.e~ .=a d·ef1~ · 
:iency _.f~r~: 2;450 ·· ituden_ts·:': ~ee new 
P.lementary·vsch~ls1"1~ill pe · i:ieeded by , 
September . 1975 .·,Jo :. accom,modate ''the:- -
leficlency:•;. ·· ..... ,,-::.r ··' ·· ··'· ·· · · 
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validity of. school petitions 
By JIM CULLISON 

Staff Writer 
Four Arizona 

organiza lions joined forces 
in Sun City Saturday to 
form a statewide coalition 
of iroups representing 
areas comprised of adult 
residents and property 
owners who are retired or 
nearing retirement. 

In addition the Sun City 
group. in the coalition filed 
an action in Maricopa 
County Sup

1
erior Court 

Friday challenging the 
validity of petitions sub­
mitted to form a new school 
district encompassing just 
Sun ·city-Youngtown. 

The new district took · 
effect yesterday. 

ATTOR.NEY Gary Peter 
Klahr of Pboenix,· 
representing the 
Retirement Commui:ii ty 
Association of Sun City, 
said a hearing .on the 
challenge has been set for 
9:30 a.m. July 12 in ·Judge 
David Lurie's court. 

He added that the judge 
set a $4,500 bond to have the 
county verify the petitions, 
and said the group is un­
certain whether it can raise 
the money. 

David Stackhouse, 11079 
Pleasant Valley Rd., head 
of the Sun City group, also 
was named cochairman of 
the coalition, called the 
Adult Retirement Com­
munities Association of 
Ari,zona. · · ' 

THE OTHER cochair­
man is Melvin Wolf of Adult 
Action in Mesa, and Mrs. 
Rase Jacka.witz of Sun City 
wa3:.elected secretary. 
,other spoke.smen at the 

Saturday meeting were 
Mrs. Marian Irvine of the 
Retired Citizens 
Association of Youngtown 
and Fred Miller of North­
town in Phoenix. · 
-Adult Action is a cor­

poration representing 17 
· adult subdivisions 

throughout Arizona. The 
Youngtown and Sun City 

groups were formed address or Wolf at 5535 W. 
recen tly to oppose local Aspen Ave., Mesa . 
construction of schools. · THE RCA of Sun City 

PURPOSE· of the new outlined its objectives 
association is to obtain during a 90 minute public 
local, state, and federal meeting Thursday which 
legislation permitting was attended by about 160 
establishment of residents. 
residential areas in which· Stackhouse said he 
schools and school° children believes legislation is the 
are not allowed, Stackhouse most satisfactory method 
said. for achieving the group's 
· He said . plans are · un- goals, but added, "The first 
derway to establish the and most vital step is to 
legal concept of exclusive stop the building of schools 
adult · communities in- in• Sun City." 
contestable on the national · He said the best way to 
as well as the state level. block the school is Jo in-
Communications have been validate the petitions. 
-established with similar , "I CAME here to have a 
:groups in other states and little peace and quiet, and I 
with a number of want to keep it that way," 
.legislators, he added. he said. "No one. is going to 
'He said ARCAA is ex- take it away." 
tending· its support to RCA leaders asked for 
existing similar com- donations · to defray ex-
munities in the state, all of penses, particularly Jegal 
which are eligible for casts, and· many in at-
membership. . Interested tendance indicated they 
persons can contact would contribute. One man 
Stackhouse at his home pledged .~200 and another . 

$100. · . ·'· ~ 

Petitions chCJl/enged. • • 

· ..... .-Mrs. ~Luc-ile .. Sc'hiefef'.~ 
'·t ,...,nliU,~~"01'ffl,~~ -~ 
I': • ...,:;r._;;!"~~ J,;.;' •••.1"1,,7,.<;i, 'to~ n .' ·, _. me,,..,,.,J>.;;_~~·ve ,a,tu. , t':'LY \" 
, ,.,out of their -o~n\.pockets{ 
· in'cluding advertising e~­

penses, $99 to make copies . 
of the petitjons submitted 
by supporters of. the n~w · 
district, and $183 to·ob_tain 
the voter lists to com­
pare with the petition 

(C~ntinued from Page 1) drive to establish a Sun citizenship with openness 
City-Youngtown school - and honesty." 

added ·that many signa- h d A Northtown spokesman · lid district. S e accuse 
tures appear mva · · · to b at the meeting said The group has had dif- Morris of working · e 
ficulty finding a permanent mayor of Sun City and said residents there began seven 
meeting place in which to both men "want top jobs, months ago to investigate 
check the petitions, shE! money-making jobs." the status of their adult 

community. · said, and the work has been "I'm not trying to run Sun 
delayed by frequent moves. City," she said. " I'm just The RCA leaders urged . 
She added that Recreation trying to stop the petitions thooe attending to write to 
Centers of Sun City did not and set Morris right on his state and national 
prov°lde space. Friday's duff where he belongs. legislators, the na ti?nal 
meeting was he!d in the "We are going to win," president of the American 
Youngtown Clubhouse. she continued. "We are not Association of: Retired 

Mrs>$chaefer said three defeatists. We think Persons, and the Del E. 
real estate agents have told pa;itive." Webb Development Co. to 
her that as soon as a school MISS PAT Grant termed seek assistance and action . 
is built in Sun City property a recent . Taxpayers · on the matter. ·. ' 
values will drop. Association public meeting Stackhouse said in-

SHE HAD harsh words on the school · district "a terested residents can join 
ror Doug Morris and Eari psychological attempt to the Sun City group by 
c 1 0 re , resp e c ti v e control us." She· said tlie paying a $2 members~ip f~e 
residents ot the Sun City petition w~s misleading and added he hopes 1t ~ill' 
r a x p a y e r s, a n d ~nd added, ~•~: .. w~'r!t thooe grow to 4,000 or 5,000 
lomeowners ·: associations · who ~n S_µn C1 ty tQ i:esp~~t . . . J.ll~mbers. 
vllo~f\vere ;<leaders :cot: ·:u,eiWm'f ~ ·.j n telli g ep~ es ... ' gn(t/1-\~•. I· 
... ,·, .• . .. .. · .. . . . 

signatures. ' 
SHE SAID ·a nucleus of 

members has been working 
daily to check signatures · 
against the voter lis~ and 

(Continued on 2A) 
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Three Sun Cicy residents • .swearing in ceremony that retaln their seats.- at Jfia! 
. weresworn in 'yester~y·~~ the new board will have to time, if they wish, h!: ~!~:­
trt_1stees for the newly · begin its work immediately THE DISTRICT w~s 
for.m~ sc~oo~ di~trict 'in and that it will have budget formed after s~pp,or te t~ 

. Sun City-Y<;>u~gtown. · pr~lems right away. obtained more than 18 · 
l\_1ichae.I -1Komar, ~- 9901 He said .the county has petition signatures ~~rt 

Ramtr~Di:.; Mrs. Fr{l~ces .. ,. ~n .work1.ng . on ~ud~et presented them to,.:Jli 
._Kerr, _11007.CameoDi;-., ,~~d -i. fig~r~s .for .the district Peoria school board, .wh\~11 
Ed ·Bigelow, 10_309 Prame · tentatively, but that the approved the partition: -~ 
H~s C!r., took office after lrlJ:5~es hay~ to take all the The new .board also m~ ·, 
bemg; mducte~ .. by county . official a~~on. . take steps to provideJ' a 
s~hool sup~qntendent.,. -_Jul~1~1sthedeadlmefor school facility , in { the · 
R1chafd Harr.is. . . :_-, .. .. submitting t.J:ie ~udget to district;· which the . iawf 

The new g1~tpc~, which the c~nty, he said. states must be available iii: 
takes ·. the • . .. retirement The three have only six months · · __ ,, .. 
communities', out of · the temporary . appointments, · •·· ·; 
Peoria School Distr_ict,' · and all board seats will be There are approximately 
became official yesterday. up - for electio~ in ioo·school students living, irt 

HAJtRIS . said in the November, Harris added. the retirement cor_n-t 
morning · before the Interim trustees can run to munities. ;" ·( .. ~~ 
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Sun City dissidents cha I lenge 
validity of school petitions 

By JIM CULLISON 
Staff Writer 

Four Arizona 
organizations joined forces 
in Sun City Saturday to 
form a statewide coalition 
of groups representing 
areas comprised of adult 
residents ·and property 
owners who are retired or 
nearing retirement. 

In addition the Sun City 
group in the coalition filed 
an action in Maricopa 
County Superior Court 
Friday challenging the 
validity of petitions sub­
mitted to form a new school 
district encompassing just 
Sun Cfty-Y oungtown. 

The new district took 
effect yesterday. 

ATTORNEY Gary Peter 
Klahr of Phoenix ; 
repr e senting the 
Retirement Community 
Association of Sun City, 
said a hearing on the 
challenge has been set for 
9:30 c1.m. July 12 in Judge 
David Lurie's coort. 

He added that the judge 
set a $4,500 bond to have the 
coonty verify the petitions, 
and said the group is un­
certain whether it can raise 
the money . 

David Stackhouse, 11079 
Pleasant Valley Rd., head 
of the Sun City group, also 
was named cochairman of 
the coalition, called the 
Adult Retirement Com­
munities Associa lion of 
Arizona . 

THE OTHER cochair­
man is Melvin Wolf of Adult 
Action in Mesa , and Mrs. 
Rffie Jackowitz of Sun City 
was elected secretary . 

Other spokesmen at the 
Saturday meeting were 
Mrs. Marian Irvine of the 
Retired Citizens 
Association of Youngtown 
and Fred Miller of North­
town in Phoenix. 

Adult Action is a cor­
poratiop representing 17 
adult subdivisions 
throoghout Arizona . The 
Yoongtown and Sun City 

groups were formed address or Wolf at 5535 W. 
recently to oppose local Aspen Ave., Mesa . 
construction of schools. THE RCA of Sun City 

PURPOSE of the new outlined its objec tives 
~sociation is to obtain during a 90 minute public 
local, state, and federal meeting Thursday which 
legislation permitting was attended by about 160 
es ta b 1 is h m en t of residents. 
residential areas in which Stackhouse sa id he 
schools and school children believes legislation is the 
are not allowed, Stackhouse most satisfa ctory me th od 
said. for achieving the group's 

He said plans are un- goals, but added, "The firs t 
derway to establish the and most vital step is to 
legal concept of exclusive stop the building of schools 
adult communities in- in Sun City ." 
contestable on the national . He said the bes t way to 
as well as the state level. block the school is to in-
Communications have been validate the petitions . 
€stablished with similar 1•1 CAME here to have a 1· 
:groups in other states and ( little peace and quiet, and I 
with a number of want to keep it that way," 
legislators, he added. he said. " No one is going to 
"'He said ARCAA is ex- take it away ." 
tending its support to · RCA leaders asked for 
existing similar com- donations to defray ex-
munities in the state, all of penses , particularly legal 
which are eligible for coots, and ma ny in at-
membership. Interested tenda nce indicated they 
persons can contact would contribute . One man 
Stackhouse at his home pledged $200 and a nother 

$100. 
Mrs. Luc ile Sc haefe r 

dUtlined some of the costs 
members have had to pay 
out of their own pockets , 
including advertis ing ex­
penses , $99 to make copies 

,of the petitions submi tted 
by supporters of the new 
dis trict, and $183 to ob ta in 
the voter lists to com­
pare with the pe tition 
signatures . 

SHE SAID a nucleus of 
members has been working 
daily to check signatures 
against the voter lists and 

(Continued on 2A ) 
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I nitiaZ- bo(ltd $Worn _i ~ 
f ~r schools <it Sun Citj 

, 
I SUN CITY - Board "qtem•' 
bers of the new Sun City-· 
-Youngtown . • . Elementary 
-School! District No. 15 'Yere 
sworn ·mto· office Monday_ b}' 

. ~ ' '
1
, R i C h a r' d 

Harris, . coun­
ty school 
s u·perintend- . • 
·ent. · 

However, 
court action Mrs. Kerr· Komar · · , , 
was filed . 
Friday that as _teacher and assistant . 
would require principal. She also worked 
checking the with the New.. York ·City ~ . validity" of 

Bigelow signatures on Board ·of Education as a 
petitions to establish the new senio~ coordinator for read-
district. ing improvement teachers. 

The action was filed by - Michael P . Komar, who 
· representatives. of the R~tife- was 30 years in mangement 
ment Commuruty · Association with the U.S. Steel Co. and l 
of Sun City. -David Stack- · the Inland Steel Co., of 
house, a representative of · Chicago. He also served on 1 

· the group, said the aim of school, park and · village i 
--the organization is to.prevent boards in Madison, Ill. ' ~ 
' the construction of a school - Ed . Bigel~w. a schooi l 
. and the _presence of school- administrator and teacher in ~ 
.children in Sun City. _ Dearborn, Mich., for 38 l 

Earl Clore, president of years, who _ helped "Plan for · 
the Sun City Home Owners $35 million in school build­
Association, said he is "fair- ings. 1 
ly sure" the_ district will be_ • Bigelow said it is a chal- ~ 
permanent smce there were lenge to provide the "people j 
more than the required mun-: of Sun City and the children t 
ber of signatures on the . who live here with an educa- ~ 
petitions. · tion that is basic, fundamen- lj 
. · ·, tal and still exciting. We ~ 

The new board members hope . to provide a real s1 
were chosen by a joint· com• educational experience." . ~ 
mittee f r o m t h e · home Clore .said the board has k 
owners group· 3nd ---~ht ~w,i ~x mo_nths · to _get the . n~w i 
City Taxpayers Assoc1~ti~n., l s~hoo,! ~ operab_on. Members J 
The members ate: · . will p1~ ~ site_ for the 

1 · ' . school that is as isolated as I 
. · - Mrs .. Frances · K~rr, :,Vho -possible· from the. res!dentfal J 

served 34 . years . with the area of the ~mmuruty, be 1 

public schoo~ ~ N~w ·· York , ~ded: 'v• 
.,._ ... t ... . #'-

...... .,,__,.:q:~-... ......... -



VF 
TAXES ( SCHO.OL) 

The Combined YOUNGTOWN NEWS and SUN CITY SUN 

Vol. XVII No. 101- Sun City, Arizona 977-8351-Friday, July 5, 1974 

Hearing set Friday 

on school challenge 
By DON ROSEBROCK 

Staff Writer 
Association of Sun City. 

He is angry that the 
Official action on Sun groups circulating petitions 

City-Youngtown school jieparate Sun City from 
redistricting petitions is Peoria district "didn't 
apparently awaiting the e to pay anything, but it 
Friday hearing in Maricopa ould have cost us to have 
County Superior Court. 1 the county check the 

David Stack house signatures. , 
heading the group opposed "That's damned unfair," 
to putting schools in Sun Stackhouse said. 
City, said members ol his HE ADDED that he is 
group are checking the getting numerous telephone 
petitions themselves and calls (rom persons who 
"working like mad." signed the petitions and 

If the county had checked who are sorry_now they did 
the signatures, he said, his so. 
group would have had to 
pa;t a $4,500 bond. Not 
having that kind of money, 
Stackhruse said, bis group 
decided to do the checking 
on its own. 

STACKHOUSE is head ol 
the newly formed 
Retirement Community 

WEATHER 
U.S. Wu ther Service 

Youngtown StatlOR 

Tues. 
Wed. 

"•" 105 

102 
106 

"They regret they did it 
because they find QUt now it 
will mean putting schools 
into Sun City," Stackhouse 
said. 

Stackhouse himself is 
angry at the move to put 
schools in the area, saying 
residents of Sun City are 
"old, sick people who are 
tired of being harassed with 
schools and kids." 

JOANN Leiby, head ol 
the Peoria area parents 
group that also worked for 
redistricting, said she 
dropped olf a copy of the 
RCASC suit at the group's 
attorney's office but hasn't 
heard anything on it yel 

"I doubt there is anything 
our attorney can actually . 
do until the case comes up 
on Friday," she said. 

The case will be heard by 
Judge David Lurie at 9:30 
a .m . Friday. 
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I 
New Marinette School District board memben, from left, MlcillHI 
Komar, Mrs . Frances Kerr, and Ed Bigelow received certificates ol 

afflce fr- coaaty tcbool superintendent Richard Harris after being 
sworn ID by him MODday. (News-Sun Photo ) 

Komar to head new school board 
By JIM CULLISON 

Staff Writer 
Michael Komar , 9901 

Raintree Dr. , was ch05en 
president Monday of 
Marinette School District, 
the name selected for the 
newly formed district 
comprising Sun City­
Youngtown. 

Komar , Mrs . Frances 
Kerr or 11007 Cameo Dr., 
and Ed Bigelow of 10309 
Prairie Hills Cir. were 
appointed to the board by 
Richard Harris , county 
school superintendent, and 
took office Monday: · 

Mrs . Kerr was chosen to 
be board clerk. 

nfE THREE will serve 
until permanent members 
are elected in November, 
and will be eligible to run 
for election if they· wish. 

Alter taking office the 
board traveled to Harris' 
ctfice to begin work oo its 
most immediate task, 
formulating a budget for 
the upcoming year's 
opera lions . The budget 
must be completed this 
month, and Komar said a 
public hearing date will be 
announced soon . 

Harris assured the board 
members that state and 
county education offices 
will provide assistance 
when required and added 
they have wide latitude as 
to the kind of education 
they can provide for the 
district's children. 

HE SAID that the board 
is bound to receive 
criticism at times. saying 
that everyone in public life 
receives il. 

All the board members 
have backgrounds in 
education and public 
service. 

Komar spent his 
professional career in the 
steel industry, beginning 
with U.S. Steel Corp., later 
moving to Inland Steel in 
Chicago. He retired from 
Inl.and as general manager 
or sales . 

WHILE working with 
Inland and living in Mat­
leson, 111., he was active in 
Jocal public affairs , serving 
as a member or the school 
board four ·years , as a 
village trustee four years, 
and on the parts board 
e ight years . All were 
elective, non-pay p05itions. 

Alter his retirement in 
1969 he was appointed by 
the governor of Wisconsin 
as a member of that state's 
public service commission, 
a group whose functions 
resemble those of the 
Arizona Corpora tion 
Commission, and served 
four years prior to m'oving 
to Sun City. 

Mrs . Kerr received a 
bachelor of arts degree 
from Adelphi University 
and a master's degree in 
education from City College 
of New York . She worked in 
the New York City 
education system from 1929 
until 1966 as an elementary 
and junior high teacher, 
acting principal and 
assistant principial. 

DURING her career she 
also worked as a coor- · 
dinator in the city's school 
curriculum division, which 
was responsible for im-

plementing new courses ; 
worked at the board of 
education headquarters in 
a reading improvement 
program, and worked in the 
Bank Saint College of 
Education publications 
division, where she helped 
develop a serit!fi of readers 
for grades one through 
three Iha t was published by 
the McMillan Co. 

She also recently did 
freelance work revising the 
readers, and the resultant 
second editions are to be 
publi5hed soon. 

Mrs: Kerr. ii a member ot 
Delta Kappa Gamma , a 
women's honorary 
education society, and her 
other activities include 
working for passage of 
school bond issues in 
Huntington , N.Y ., church 
work, and solicitation for 
the Boswell Hosp ital 
Foundation fund. 

BIGELOW received a 
bachelor of arts degree 
from Western Michigan 
University, a master of 
education degree from 
Wayne State University, 
and has done additional 
post gradua le work . 

He served as a Navy 
communications and 
educ a lion officer during 
World War II . He has been 
a teacher, administrator in 
educational research , 
assistant director of school 
plant planning, and was a 
school principal from 1952 
until retiring in 1969. 
Bigelow was employed 38 
years in the Dearborn, 
Mich ., school system. 

He has held p05itions and 

offices in various civic and 
professional organizations, 
including Birmingham, 
Mich ., recreation 
superintendent; Dearborn, 
Mich ., Health Council 
treasurer; president of the 
Michigan Education 
Association and two 
principals associa lions, and 
organizer and first 
president of the LJ1ke Le 
Ann , Mich ., Property 

Owners Association. 
SINCE coming to Sun 

City he has been vice 
president and publicity 
chairman or the 
Homeowners Association, 
and currently is a director 
<:i Friends or the Library 
and the Male Chorus , a 
member of the Sheriff'i 
P05Se, and works on tht 
Bell Road Recrea tior 
Center planning board . 
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New School District 
Has '£1·ear Sailing' 

By Gail Washchuck 
. G. Douglas Morris told 

the board members of the 
Sun City Taxpayers 

""Association at their 
meeting July 5, that he 
predicted ''.clear sailing" 
in the continued for­
mation of the new 
Marinette School District 
although he said the 
"divisiveness" growing 
in Sun City may mean 
"us winning the battle 
but losing the war." 

He predicted the court 
case to challenge the 
petitions, scheduled for 
Friday, July 12 at 9:30 
a.m. before Judge David 
Lurie, will be thrown out 
of court for lack of 
evidence. "If they bring 
it to court and charge 
malfeasance, the judge 
will ask for comment 
fro,m the County 
Recorder who will have 
no report ar:id therefore it 
will , be thrown out," he 1 

told the · board, , based on 1 

advice he· has · received 
that · th'e , . .' Retirement ·I 
Communities Association 
,of Sup City, RC}\SC, }jas 
not been able to raise the 
$4,500 needed for the 

:,,peV~Hiqstioi6e};.reyie.~~d-d;. 
' ,, t:1ilsuri.~ ·s' to··•'wh~tltei• i 
:; the · Cb\ltt. ,:would ·ac·cept 
the 'findings of RCASC, 

• which claims an average 
of 43 per cent of the , 
signatures are unac­
ceptable, the board voted 
unani mously to have 
Morris meet with E ~ l 
Clore of the Sun City 
Hom e Owners 
Association . about 
s·eeking lega l council to 
represent them at the 
hearing. 

board agreed with the 
idea of an "adequate but 
unattractive" portable 
structure for the school 
building. He also said 
that according to an 
unnamed legal counsel, 
Youngtown's movement 
to block schools in their 
town was not legal. 

On the subject of 
special legislation for the 
retired, Morris informed 
the board of the result of 
recent correspondence 
with John Martin, 
counsel for AARP and 
head of the Federal 
Committee on the Aging. 
Martin , a friend of 
Morri s' , said it was 
possible to physically anp 
legally define a 
retirement community . 

but that securing tax 
exemptions specifically 
in the area of school taxes 
would be very difficult 
especially in Arizona 
which has a law s tating 
that all property, must be 
in a s chool district. He 
further stated that 
retirement groups should 
seek these changes on a 
state and not national 
level for best results. The 
board agreed to pursue 
such legislation. 

Ed Prouty reported 
that interest in the new 
Condominium Club "has 
been s taggering." Prouty 
said about 175 persons 
have bee n present at 
prior meetings and that a 
final, informal meeting 

Continued on Page 41 

If the court accepts 
RCASC's. cross-checking 
of s·ignatures, Dewey 
DeBoer suggested that 
those who worked for 
redistricting should have 
the right· to oversee the 
process. "It's ridiculous 
to let the foxes count the 

·chickens," he said. 
Speaking about the 

newly chosen. ·school 
board members, 
education chairwoman 
for SCTA, Jane Freeman, 
said they were "out­
standing p.eople" who 
were "all familiar with 
what we're going to be up 
against." . 

Morris added that the 



Continued from Pag<' I' corporate income tax." 
will he held on Thursday, In reply, F .innin said a 
.July I I with the intent of hill, H.R. 15367, had been 
reaching. tho·se who intrnduccd in the House 
h c1 v c n 't attended of Representatives which 
previous meetings. would provide that a 

Prouty told the board · condominium homc-
.ihout a June 17 letter owners' ·· association 
written by Morris to would qualify as a tax 
Senator Paul . Fannin exempt organization. 
concerning the IRS ruling Fannin sa id that the 
s ubjecting con- subject will also be 
dominiums to a federal discussed by . the House 
income tax at the cor- Ways and Mc.ins Com­
porn te 1evel · on its mittec during its con­
reserve funds. Morris -sidcr~_Jjon of possible 
said. "The whole matter areas of tax reform. 
borders on the ridiculous, Finally the senator said 
:incl appears to be a he was looking forward to 
bureaucratic ruling in- early cons ideration o f the 
surporlable in law or in . tax r eform bill and would 
equity." He further asked sllpport efforts to qualify 
17annin to review the condominiums as tax 
ruling · ·9nd all other exempt o rgan izations. 
pertinent' laws and In other matters, 
r<'gulations of the code DeBocr told the board the 
"with a view to court case concerning the 
promulgating adequate original rate increase for 
legislation determining th e Sun City Water 
lb.it condominiums arc Company ha s been 
not suhject to a federa l comp leted with final 

argucmcnts made and 
briefs filed . He s aid a 
decision cou ld be ex­
pected around the m iddlc 
~~ ~he. month . , 

' . tC.Onl:fouing . his report 
· on utilities, DeBocr said 
Arizona Public Service 
did file for a fuel cost 
:1<.ljustmcnt with th e 
Arizona Corporation 
Commission. In a letter 
Lo APS, the commission 
granted the adjustment 
which pf·ovidcd for an 
increase from $1.97 per 
thousand kilowatt hours 
to $4.28 per thousand. The 
adjustment be:_c.amc 
effective June 27.· ·. · · 

sponsoring -a non­
partisan political sym­
posium in place of the 
meet ing. Final 
arrange ments for the · 
date a nd location have 
not been decided . 

Morris said he had 
been approached by 
KPHO television for 
,1ss istance in finding a · 
Sun City couple to in­
te rview for 'a 
documentary they are 
preparing on inflation. 
Morris said they are 
looking for someone to 
testify on the effects of 
inflation on them. 

Finally.the board voted 
to send a representative 
to · the con ference on 
taxation sponsored by the 
Arizona Tax Commission 
next week in Flagstaff. 

The Board is looking 
into the possibility of 
conducting the election of 
fire· chief and secretary­
treasurer which should 
he held every two years 
according to Arizona law. 
George Rodocker sn id a 
neutral organi zation such 
as the SCTA should 
conduct the e lection and 
not the fire board which 
he sa id was "in­
c·o111p<'lcnl". 

11,c• board will also 
study the necessity of 
building a ne~ firehouse 
at !)9th Avenue and Sun 
City Boulevard as was 
provided for in the new 
budget Fire Chief George 
Meade submitted to the 
Maricopa County Board 
to Supervisors. Rodocker 
said if another firehouse 
was needed, perhaps a 
more cen tra I location 
could be considered. 

Bcca use the Septc m bcr 
quarterly meeting is 
scheduled for a week 

I before th'e Arizona 
I primary elections, the 
1 board is looking into 
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Marinette District Proposes School Budget 
A proposed budget of 

$703,658.45 for the new 
Marinette School District 
No. 15 (Sun City 
You ngtown) wi ll be 
reviewed Monday, July 
15 by th e Board of 
Trustees at a 2 p.m. 
meeting in the Mountain 
View auditorium. 

111e budget is based on 
Ma rinette' s assessed 
valuation of $80 to $85 
million. The board is 
projecting that the t ax 
rate for the new school 
district will be 88 cents 

Jper $100 assessed 
valua tion. 

Th e proposed ex-
pe,nd it ures include 
$200,680.20 for Main­
tenance and Operation, 
$8,000 for Pupil Trans­
portation, and 
$494,978.25 for Capital 
Outlay, Special Levies, 
and Debt Service. 

Officers for the board 
have also been selected. 

The board president 
worked with Carnegie 
Illinois Steel Co. as 
production supervisor, 
the Inland Steel Co. as 
assistant manager order 
Michael P . ~ omar, 9901 
Ra in tree Drive, was 
chosen president. From 

/ 
' ' \ . . 

' > 

•, . 
- \:'1', ,:; 

MICH AEL P. KOMAR 

Brookfield, Wiscons in, he 
moved to Sun City in 1973. 

Kom a r rece ived hi s 
post high school training 
at Blackburn College 
Il l ino i s; D e Paul 
University, Chicago; and 
Lake Forres t College, 
Illinois. 

Sun City Citizen & Youngt own Record 

F RANCES KERR 

July 10 , 1974 

He served as a trustee 
on the Matteson Public 
School Board from 1941 to 
1945. and later ser ved on 
the boards of Ma tteson 
Village and Ma t teson 
Park. From 1945 to 1971 
he worked with the 
Matteson PTA . 

div ision and sa les 
representative, the 
Inland - Ryerson Con­
st ruc ti on Products as 
gene r a l man age r of 
sa les , a nd as com­
missioner with the 
Wisconsin Publ ic Service 
Commission. 

Fra nces M. Kerr (Mrs. 
Kenneth) 11007 · Cameo 
Drive, will serve as clerk 
on the board. From 
HW1tington, Long I s land, 
New York, she attended 
Ade lphi University, 
Garden City, N.Y.,. and 
the College of the City of 
New York where she 
received an M.s·. in 

\ 
Education. 

After teaching from 
1929 to 1944, she served as 
head teacher or acting 
principal until 1954. In 
that year she became 
Curriculum Coordinator 
for District 50 in Queens 
County, N.Y. and a year 

continued on Page 41 
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Marinette District Propose~; 
Continued from Page I 

la1er .iccepted the 
position of assistant 
principa I for the same 
county. 

In Sun City, Mrs. Kerr 
workC'd with the Delta 
J,;1ppa C,1111m'a Soci_ety 
;ind ;1t lhc Boswell 
Hospital Foundation 
Fund Solicitation. 

Selected as trustee on 
the Sun City Board is 
.James Edgar (Ed) 
Bigelow, 10309 Prairie 
Hills Circle. 
. He came to Sun City in 
1!)70 from Dearborn, 
Michigan where he was 
<'mployed with Michigan 
schoo ls for 38 years. He . 
first taught academic 
subjects grades four thru 
eight until Naval Service 
fr, 1946. He then became a 
school administrator in 
Educational Research, 
assistant director of 
School Plant Planning, 
and · school principal in 

J!1!i2. He was principal of 
three elementary schools 
between 1952 and 1969 
wlwn he retired. 

P,·ior to coming to Sun 
City, he was a 
playground director and 
pools superintendent for 
the City · of. l)earborn 
Recreation Dept: He was 
.1lso ' ; Supfrintendent of 
Rec·rea tihn for Bir­
mingham·; ·Michigan 1943-
44. treasurer of Dearborn 
Health Council, officer 
for the Dearborn City 
Parent Teacher 
/\ssociation, President of 
Michigan Education 
Association, and 
president of Wayne 
County a·nd Dearborn 
Principals Association. 

He received his B.A. 
from Albion College, 
Wes.tern Michigan 
Univc1;sity and received 
a Masters in Education at 
Wayne State. 
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.-scrA BOARD TOLD 

New School District 
' . 

ITf as 'Clear Sailing' 
By Gall Washchuck If the court accepts but that securing tax 

G. Ooµglas Morris told RCASC's cross-checking ,· exemptions . specifically 
the boa,td members of the · of signatures, Dewey ir:t the area of school taxes 
Sun '(;ity Taxpayers DeBoer suggested that would be very difficult 

· J\ssoc:iation at ·their those who worked for especially in Arizona 
meeti.rig July 5, . that he redistricting shouid have which has a law stating 
predi~fod "clear sailing" the right to . oversee the that all property must be 

. in the co'ntfnued for- process. "It' s ridiculous in a school district. He 
mation of . 'the new to let the foxes count the further, . stated that 
Marinette School District ·chickens," he said. . retirement groups should . 
although he said the Speaking about the seek these changes on a 

· "divisiveness" growing· newly chosen school state and not national 
· in Sun City may mean boa rd m e m b e rs , level for best results." The 
' '.us winning the battle education chairwoman board agreed to pursue 
but losin_g the war." for SCTA, Jane Freeman, such legislation. 

He predicted the court said they were "out- Ed · Prouty reported 
case to challenge · the · s tanding people" who that interest in the new 
petitions, . scheduled for were "all familiar with Condominium Club "has 
Friday, July 12 at• 9: 30 what we're going to be up · been staggering." Prouty 
a.m. before Judge David against." · said about 175 persons 

·. Lurie, ··will be thrown out Morris added that the have been present at 
. of court · for lack of board agreed with the .. prior meetings and that a 

evidence.· "If they bring idea of an "adequate but final, informal meeting 
it to '·court and charge unattractive" po['.table Continued on Page 41 6

1 malfeasance, the judge structure for the 1iChool vio-r- a va.., i .... i. ~ 
;_ will ask for comment I building. He also said 

.from ., the County . that according to · an 
. Recorder who will have unnamed legal counsel, 
no report and therefore it 0 -•Youngtown's movement 

. will _be thrown ou__v' he I to block schools in t_heir 
told the board, based on town was not legal. 
advice he has receive9

1 
On the subject of 

that the . Retirement . special legislation for the 
· Communities Association · r·etired, Morris informed 
· of Sun City, RCASC, has the board of the result of 

not been able to raise the recent correspondence 
J4,500 needed for the with John Martin, 

·:~Ut'ions:;t_Q :be ,revi_eWE:q..-1 counsel for AARP and 
?~·· 'Unsui•e·· as- to' •'w,hedier I head of the Federal 
·. the court 1-would ·accept Committee on the Aging. 

the findings of RCASC, Martin, a friend of 
. which claims an average Morris', said . it was 
of 43 per cent of the possible to physically and 
signatures are unac- legally define . a 
ceptable, the board voted retirement community 
unanimously to have 
Morris meet with Earl 
Clore . of the Sun City 
Home Owners 
Association about 
seeking legal council to 
represent them at the 
hearing. 
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r&1uc~tiOn I·n Su· .. n· C1:::lt _~1 fundfug OKd u,, 
O[TitELM~r _A_H_E_A_pv_o.,T-.E)- came rowdy and ended soon there were signers of the 
.. SUN CITY _ The new ~fter two_ men threatened to · redistricting petition w ho 
Marinette School District fight outside. were unaware that a school 
~oar.a;, Jdqmf~ LPPO..Pl~~ its Earl Clore, S~n. City Ho~e would be built here. 
f1rsftdil:'rhictIDot-$18¥58 Owners - .Assoc1at1on pres1- Doug Morris, Sun City 
after 90 niil)utes ·of tough ~nt, said afterward that it Taxpayer Association presi­
grilling, fm~ tpegm~,.r?_!f· was a . small group of resi- dent, said published accounts 
... · The 'i'h~Ji1nk, attended by dents ";, h O ,, hara_ssed the · made it clear school facili­
about 150 persons in Moun- board. Yet, said Clore, ties would be established. He 

I tain View Auditorium, . be- •·we _never saw them. at ~he said 18,105 . persons signed 
\._ Peoria School Board hearmg the petition . ... - -. / ) ... iof'ir $7 million budget." 

112 ,rep'-' b ;; c The budg~t allocates $101,· 
~ ·spectators questioned why 431 for tuition for 60 kinder-

JcJ /y I c1 
/ 'f-, 'f the district could not pay . garten through· eighth-grade 

tuition for students to attend students to attend another 
another · school rather than school until Jan. 1,· and for 
erect a s~hool in Sun City. 45 students to attend a high 

school outside· the · district for 
: .The new district was estab- a full school year. 'It Is 
·-lished July 1 after the area · expected that the Peoria 
was severed from the Peoria School District will accept 
School District. In several Marinette students. 
elections, S u n City and · · ;. · 
Youngtown . residents defeat- Other. -' budget . allocations · 

•ed--- bond •- sales for school are: · . . , ... :~-~i:.- .. ·,. : .. ·:. · 
construction proposed by the .- . $255,000 in 30-cent'. levy , 

}'eoria diSlrict. , funds _ lease-putohase portable . 
· Board members explained ~chool '.building$ .and to ac-
1 Monday that the district has . · · · 
been established ·and ' the quire a sc~o~I site. · 
board appointed. Legally, the ...:. $32,000 . to ·pay for four 
board must provide facilities tea~h~rs, _one_ .a .head teach-
in Sun City by Jan_. 1. . er: 

Validity· of signatures on a . Th~ .bo!3rd explained · that .i~ 
re-districting petition . h a. s Jl1Ust bu~get .. ~10ney for .. a 
been challenged in Maricopa full year. : unused funds will · 
Co1¥1tY Superior Court. A z:ul; be carried· ov.~ .-into the ·next 
ing is ex~cted July 24 . .. : : : . · Y.ear. , \; ·Y;.·. •·0:- :::·:· . : ." \:.t 

Some at . tlie meeting said . ; ··Board 'inembers also ~aid ' 
they , felt' the district was they ~ould a~proach devel- ,. 
fortunate to. have · a ' tax rate · · opers ·m Sun City and You~g-.. 
of 88 cents for each $100 of · . town: to ask f?r .the donall?n '. 

d I t. · of a school site · · J .· assesse va ua 10n. .. . .. : _ 1 .. , · . . . ~ - - ,_· 
1 

John · Lanni, a ' f O r m ·e 1'. ·: Spec_~ators ;bjected to: -t~e · 
· member of the Peoria School : budge!mg of. $8,000 for trans. .. 
1 Board, tol<;l the new board, portation, and .the bo31'.d re- '. ;_ 
• "You are going. to have · a , du~ . ~at . ~. · $1,000._ The 
· hell of ,a•" mess. from now on · board . ~ru.d 1t. did- not intend. . 

"' ~labl;ih"'!' ~. school .dis· . ~rro·o~d "!.'J!:;:~~u:,r"'I 
trlct m Sun Cit>:. . . . , $8,000 as ·a contingency f~r.'· 

:Some spectators con~ended emergenc_ies. · ,:',. 
1 

· · · • · • 
- ) " • · ........ .. 
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50% op~1cbonds · · 
. . trP3~1974 

in Sun City_~u:rvey 
. ~HELMA HEATWOL~ . 

SUN CITY - Fifty per -~tlie~iin~- ;p;~;'t;;'cl;; entary and high school 
City Taxpayers Association would vote bond issues. Bul there are two issues 
against the Peoria school bond election if and in the lasl vote, the community re­
the election were held today, an associa- sponded differently lo each. The varian~e 
lion poll has rev.ealed: is noL believed to be a significant . fac-

.. · lor, Morris said. 
In interviews with 548 members of the 

4,400-member SCTA, 24 per cent favor 
the issue and .26 per cenL are undecided. 
The bond election will be held Oct. 8. 

. Doug Morris, president of the SCT A, . 
said the survey ·was accurate within 2 
per cent. The -survey was"done by phone 
within the past two weeks. 

"If we allocate · the don't-know votes 
proportionately, :13 per cent of the don't­
knows w o u 1 d be .for and 67 per cent 
against," Morris said. 

Of those surveyed, 49 per cent s;iirl 
they voted in the 1973 school bond issue. 
Twenty-six 'per cent said they voted for 
the bond issue and 74 per cent voted 
against i~ . . 

, .0( those who· voted for the last issue, 
69 per cent said -they would vote for the 
current $13.2 million school bond propos­
aI: Of those who voted against the 1973 
bond proposal, 71 per cent said t h e y 
would do so again. 

Twelv.e per cent who voled for l h e 
former issue, said they would now vote 
''no" and 9 per · cent who voted against 
the issue would vote for the new bond 

. pt?po~al_. .. 
. :.: 1n· 'still another facet, 18 per cent who 

.. . voted for the preyious issue are now un­
. d e c i d e d and 20 per cent who voted 
against the former issue . also are unde-
cided. · 

No attempt was made in the survey t~ 

"On so emotional an issue," .said Mor­
ris, " it would be fatuous to draw a firm 
conclusion but there is evidence there 
that if the bond issue were to be voled 
_on today il would be a very close vote. · 

"To whatever extent the membership 
of the SCTA is representative of the pop­
ulation of Sun City and there's .no reason 
lo believe it isn't, the results of this sur­
vey are projectible to the entire com-
munity," he said. · 

Jn another factor, examination of Sun 
Cily's vole by polling places in the 1973 
bond election indicates that those of 
shorter residence were more opposed lo 
the bond issue. 

"This could have a material bearing 
on the 1974 vote depending on the num­
ber of new arrivals who are registered 
and eligible to vote," Morris said. ' 

Phil Tapley, SCTA board member,. an­
ticipated· that the effort to redistrict and 
establish a school here could bring out a 
greater percentage of Sun City voters in 
the electiO!l, , · 

Morris said the -SCTA board will meet 
al 1:30 p.m. Thursday in the First Fed­
eral Savings building in Youngtown lo 

· decide whether the SCT.A will make a , 
· recommendation for or against the elec-
tion· or take no position. · 

"Give this adult thinking," he to Id 
board members. "Weigh both sides a 
come up with a firm answer." 
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·:·
1~1:b~tfh~fi1/lfi~~te;"q~its''S~~ City·g;~u p 

-~ s~ 1f?f: 
'( By THELMA HEATWOLE -~◊cl. 3. The board also reaffi rmed its than I am ahoul what's lwppcning lo o 

SU~Fi'is, p,:;;';idcnt intention to_ con~inuc working_._to scpa- taxes," Morris said. 
of the Sun City Taxpayers Association r~te _Sun City ft om the Pcoua School "If Sun City were to succeed in scf'-
ISGl'J\), confirmed Sunday that he has Drsln ct. arating from lhe Peoria School Dislnc:r 
resigned his office because of his Morris said the SCTJ\ lwd taken U1e and establishing a school dist.rid willm, 
decision to supporl the Peoria School only stand it could, because iL~ purpose our borders, I would be deeply cori -
District's bond election. is lo be a '·watchdog of Sun City's ccrncd. Nol so much about the inevila~ I.: 

"I am more concerned about the pocketbook." disruption of our insular and insulal.&d 
education of the children than I am ,. · ' The subslirntial tax savings resulting way of life as about lhc negative impa c r 
about my pocketbook," Morris said. · from the sepa ration of Sun City from of our unsympathetic society upon those. 

th h I ct· t · d. t t ti SCT youngsters in their formative and 1110-.., The SCTA board Saturday accepted e_ sc oo '~ net tc ~ cs ie A impressionable years." 
Morris' resignation and •look a stand pohcy and action, he said. 
against the $13.2 million bond election "I am more concerned about what's The SCTA in its position p:ipcr said ,'/-
being held by the school district on happening Lo the character of Sun City Continued on Page B-Z 

/ 
---. 
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, .. : ' . ,f ·:• ~( :,·ii 
·- OCT, 3J/ lo/' 7 'f , . . : . . . . ., . . ... t- ._,. .~, 
faction · ivoiild create oivn · scliool 

THELMA HEA~.LE 
SU clilions lo 

<:reate a Sun City - Young­
Jowri · s c h o o I district and 
·break away Crom the Peoria 
:school District will be circu­
)aled Tuesday near polling 
•PI aces h ere a· n d in 
:Youngtown. 

high school sludenls in lhc 
retirement communities lo 
other school districts on a 
tuition basis. 

An earlier plan lo divide 
the district, dispatch the high 
school students elsewhere on 
a tuition basis, and build a 
school here for elementary 
students was ruled out due 
to lack of valid signalur\!S on 
petitions. 

"1 can see no reason why 
all s tudents here cannot be 
luilioned out," Driver said. 
"It doesn't seem logical lo 
build an elementary school 
f o r about 43 elementary 
students." 

being checked in Superior 
Court. 

Referring to that bond 
issue, Driver said it was his 
understanding l'hat if court 
action does not overturn the 
election r.esults the new dis­
trict, if formed, would help 
pay for those bonds. : Jack Driver, of Sun City, 

:said , Wednesday the petitions 
-are being printed and that 60 
: to 70 "concerned citizens" will 
·man petition tables at least 
'li.l feet from .general election 
P.&Jt__:ereas. · 

< nrivet~~id,·. the plan is .to 
·~ d' 'the·•' · tric .. and. 

Ballots in the; recently ap­
proved $6.25 million bond 
proposal to build three ele­

.mentary s c h o o I s are now 
Driver pointed out that the 

retirement communities with_ 

I. •r- '-':i(.J f">, •'1 0 
I •:. '1 •I.'. 1 ( 1\ ' . ': I ";, • , . ,1' ; , · i'1 \ ;.,-,~,.1 ,rr,, .... t.. lit~:),,$~,, --~ • 

'di~'i;ift; :: i<l/Tn ~-;;tpit{)ils 
, . .' '1:t ~- ~· -··1 ·. ,-·1 .. v-·.-: 

the 89 student& and the 
family-oriented Peoria dis­
trict with 5,000 students are 
two different worlds. But be­
cause of the preponderance 
or voters here, the retire­
ment districts in elections 
tell the Peoria area what 
they can do. For this reasi:,n, 
he said, the two districts 
should be ~parated•. 

"We don't like to- be depict-

ed as ogres," he ~said. "We 
are vety,,..-foncerned, but on 
the other hand 'mariy people 
here a.re on limited incomes 
and cannot afford the burden 

-of ri~ing taxes. 

"My conclusion is to allow 
Sun City and Youngtown to 
maintain their own district 
and the Peoria area to main­
tain theirs. As it is, there is 
a continl!al liatlle over what 

we are going to do," he 
said. 

Driver said he believes the 
majority or people in Sun 
City and Youngtown wanl to 
separate both school districts 
but they do not want a 
school built here. He said he 
also believed that Peoria 

· people want Sun City and 
Youngtown o u t of th e 
district. 

.·. ,;The .A'tiiotia:Rep~_~ic ~ 
Phoenix, Thurs., Oct. 31, 1974 

~ .'!' .. 

The Sun City Taxpayers 
Association and the Sun City 
Homeowners Association .offi­
cials have not endorsed tfie 
petition effort, Driver said_. : 

"Officers in the organiza­
tion feel they must poll their 
membership before they can 
officially endorse t·h e 
project," he explained. · · • / 

.7 
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>:.
1~1~:!rict, split run gamu.t 

:.,: . -

_:. .:? . -~y-a:iOJ!J;~P~EB.IWCK 
. . ,: - _ -· l·;·:~.&a,f0'7riter: .. 
Reacliqn~-,t9.il\Jond~y•s ,-separation 

of · Sun (:;i_ty-Youngtown_ from the 
. Peoria Sc~<i9.I . Distrjct ,r~nge from 
eJati~n _- to ~µ~pkion it will increase 
~xes and t~lt_in sch_ools being buil_t 
within the Tetiremenl com!Jlunities. 
· The drcis1pn made by the county 

board of sup~rvisors _under state law 
ARS 15-403A defines SC-Y as an 
unorganized territory, , with the 89 
students . living here to be the 
educational responsibility of the 

· county_ school superintendent. 
Under state law, the area will have 

to pay .a general education tax of 
$1.30 per $100 of assessed valuation 
and the consensus of school officia Is 
is that' residJnts . will also be 

. responsible'. .f~ .. 'p~esent bonded 'in­
debtedness, estimated to be 50 'c~nts · 
per $100 assessed valuation .· . . ' ·1 . 

: . . ·• . 

THE PRESENT.school tax ·rate ·is 
$3.39 per $100. The tax money will be 
put into the general ! fund to be · 
distributed to schools· a's sta'te aid. 

Richard · Harris, · ·co•mty school · 
superintendent, sa id residents ,will 
not be responsible for : the tuition 
costs of the students her·e. with the 
funds coming from the . county or 
state. 

The district boundaries will, under 
law. be redrawn on July 1, 1975 and 
the students here will · then be 
tuitioned into a nea rby district, 
probably the Peoria schools they 
already attend. 

,;.-· RE01·s:-ra1<;TING -b~'ck·~~~'. .~ 1'': 
·. --~~er~~~Hl~~l.f ~jubila~f bver ·~!l(~\M 

.- ·'. .se~m•#~f effortless v1ctory".-.b_tff•!;; 
. others, notably the Retirem·en~\ . 
; C'ommunity ' Association -of :Sun Citf; . 

(RCASC> pres~de nt Mrs. Luc ile1 , 
Schaefer, are angry. .;;:, 

Mrs . Schaefer ca lled the petiti~ns,. 
"one of the dirtiest tricks pulled· on 
anybodY." and said it "stinks worse · . 

.th_an ~ree-day old fish. " _. : ,->_~ . ~ -.... 
She.indicated he·r group i~-:l~king . 

into possible legal action to block the 
move but said no definite stand has . -
been taken: ', : ·, · ';. ·.r. 

IRONICALLY, one of the p~tition · -; 
signers from Sun City is attorney 
William . Maxant, an RCAS~ legal' ' 
adviser. When informed he'd_.signed 

,, the ::heel, Mrs . Schaefer said she is. . .. ' . . ·." ' 

,'.:)}~hotj{ed to' see his name on there ' ! · 
);'ft . _,. ( ·. . . 
. ~1 9_n~ of_~er main co~plainls is that 
:;ime ll)OVe ,was done quickly a nd with 
:)Jit,Ue publicity. The peti tions were 
,~:fil~d by the parental com_munity 
/ -'~'hursday a nd by the Sun City-

Young_town g roup ,~ tiday; the 
-.. sµperv1sors approved 1t three days 
., ·later. , 
11~ ·' •' 

f/: Mrs. · Schaefer said the move 
t~ _holJ!_d -have been delayed to allow the 
;f public more time to react and said 
;·, the mee ting should have been more 
•; • '_Videly advertised . 
' • .. THE MOVES, she said, were made 
:.in a "dirty, underhanded way" a nd 

1 
charged the supervisors, afraid of 

,. bei ng hit w ith more laws uits 
''"bargained with Lew Singer on hi~-
1' suit against the bond issue." 
.;,, . 

Singer promised to withdraw his 
suit blocking the Oct. 8 bond issue if · 
the red istricting was approved. He 
~as out of towri las~ week and didn 't 
sign the petitions. · 

Mrs . Schaefer 'a1so said she doesn't 
feel the move will stand, and will be 

, knocked. down by the courts or the 
state legislature, "'1ith the possibility 
arising of ~igher ta'Xes a nd perha ps 
sc~ools being forced into the two 

. retirement communities. 
THE RCASC learned of the im­

pending vote Saturd~y, she said, and 
moun~d a telephone and telegra m 
campaign urging Harris to veto the 
measure. 

~ e. did take a stand against the 
pehtions a t Monday's hearing, a 
move that brought derision and 

,,. . .. . 

catcalls from the partisan audience. :· 
Harris defended his stand callin'g'~~­

it a n '_'objective analys~s.',' HarrilAt 
was criticized by petition signers, ··· 
who claim he helped initiate th~ 
petitions. _helped push them through,. 
then publicly turned against them at ~: 
the m_ce ting. ·_'}~ 

" I did their work for them · then ' 
when I expressed a personal ~pinio~ 
as I'm a lso required to do by law, 
they called me a traitor." ·Harris 
said. 

Har:is said his anti-redistric ting 
stand IS based on a fear a preceden( 
has been established that will allow 
other retirement communities to pull 
themselves out of a district. 

(Continued on Page 2A) 

:r ,.~; , .. ,~! 
-~:1;! 
,._':t~~ 
".,?>' 



<Continued fr.om Page lA) . ru~oos ~ lile scnools, pme_o 
. HE ALSO said• 'the move- · this agai~t the eff~ct. this . 

may have. undesirable. ' may have m o~er-~stric~. 
conseq~ences for Sun pty and- made, my dec1s1on. Its 
if young families are, at- easy for. t!i~ ~le out 
tracted to the · community there to look only to 

. · . themselves. They have one 
by its low tax rate.-. ,"'.=· - · district but I have 55 to take 

"We npw have an.,oas~of care of" he said. , 
unorganized territory_:right . • 
in the . middle of the ·coun- . - He said he'd be "sur­
ty ," Harris said, ~•whereas prised" if other retirement 
before all we had were a areas don' t try the same 
few unorganized territories thing and if it goes to court 
on the fringes. ·r :::. . · "my bets are they'll win 

"There could be fights because oC the unfair tax 
over this . as surrounding rates that give one 
districts battle · for a developer arr edge over. 
territory like that for its anotber. 
high assessed valuation," " l'M NOT sure it's in the 
he said. best interest of the people in 

HARRIS said he also is 
concerned that only 10 
signatures can ~ve such a 
massive effect, saying it 
gives the Del E . Webb 
Development Co. a com­
petitive edge over other 
developers. 

Harris denied he was not 
considering the students' 
welfare, saying, " I had 
given thought to the con-

Sun' City either," Harris 
said . "It may have 
repercussions out there 
they don' t know about, like 
having a lot of families 
move in there for the tax 
break . and the retirement 
aspect of the community 
may be Jost." 

Reactions from persons 
in the res t of tHe county are 
" overwhelmingly opposed" 

and "very antagorusuc, 
the superintendent said. 

Peoria , • superintendent 
Melvin Huber is taking a 
"wait and see":attitude. 

"I'M JUST ~aitiri
0

g f~ 
something to · happen. I'll 
just run the schools here on 
a· day-tCH!ay basis until 
Julyl and wait to see if any 
suits are filed or if we are 
as·ked to accept the kids," 
he said. 

With ·SC-Y out of the 
district, Huber estimated 
the Peoria tax rate may 
climb about 20 cents per 
$100, but said it won' t make 
much of a difference with 
the .new state refinancing 
law. 

The rafe may be higher, 
he added, if a bond issue is 
voted through by the 
remaining . district 

. residents. 
HUBER said he' d 

received some critic ism 
from Sun c'itians accusing 
him of "sneaking it through 
behind their backs" but 
said the move was do~ 

without telling him. and he least.there are none l know about . 10,000 out of the.:. As.5ociati~ P,; · 
. ha\f nothing to d~ witn: il ~~ ~. ~tiere_ an ,entire school ~ed.· 18,000. s'igna~l6';g~1 : ':.ft . 

Rob_ert Stark, ·the coutty,-r· distr1<;lhas~n_re~tedly_. -~thered. · . <:; t:t: t.'~tft..o~ · 
superintendent . .• . :/~tr~~ Pr, a retiremE:_nt : He feels a ,precedent bas ~•~~ ' · 
representing the S~ City . . ~m~rµ!r. ,, -~tark .. said_ · .been:, set that will ' allow\· -~~-\ 
and Peoria area, sa.i~,he is;.?'.·/ S.~rk '~aidJie 'did not-feel ' other communities or even ~yerf·~ . 
happy it ~ssed ,and a¥ecL."",:~~~ Jiii'~rof law.suits or the · nei~orhoods to reino~ "f~ •f•~ · 
he d advised thedaw be't'-~P._C!!lnted referen~ made at , themselves ' from school,: -' ~.;.--. , • 'tf· • caa;;it,;,ii.,'.~ •. • · 

used several years, ago· to.1,~i!Je meeting_to the high rate districts.. • .-·.', 'I Behder'DW be'C: . the'.. 
,solve the district's ·,\llftaxesSurJ Citians pay to ~ · . · ,· ," .;p;, move:,;~ ·ufiity , all 
"unique" problem.·,.•'.;, . -_:::;_ lb~ county is an example of "IT'S NOT _the ri_ght way_ ,' g{oups\ bere- -~~j i~ 

"The dilemma deaiandect:'•>~;;u-m twisting. . to. go. • The le~,s~a}ure ". pr~i~,f;~ a ,J,14'",la,g '•it . 
ed · ,....,. . .~:.·-~ .. , , , .. · . should do something, and I :• _taxes ' -~•liciut ~ lo 

~ r_em y. The law pr~_des-"~t- . AN~ pr~~uses o( la'." think -they.are planning.Jo~ IJuild schools ut,Sat, Ci · ·.., 
th IS m~~od shall•-~ _used , , SUI~ ~Id not influence my come up with something]., -', • ._ ; ;-, '• •. , . I .1?:, .. ~' 
Thepetihonsw~rem~d~r, .:'.-.d~!s!pn, ., there . w~s ·. no that ·would have .helped;r j 
so the law was ~omplied· -: cntic1sm of Sun City or Rudd sa'd · : . ,., 1. 
with," Stark 1said sirpp}y. · Youngtown not paying their 1

, • , 

"THE NEED . was fait share .of taxes," he Asked 1f he felt he d been -1 
presented by the district _. said. '." . pressur_ed ?r threatened 
residents and the people of~. ·The Jone dissenting vote ~i;=~! ~n,!;or, Rudd 
Sun City. It was a unique_ :,: was cast by .Elden Rudd, r. 
situation where both who said be is "not con­
pai;ties wanted the same . vincedin my own mind that 
things and the best in- · particular law applies- in 
t.erests of both sides were this case." 
se~ved by the solution," he Calling it an archaic 
said. ·, : :-. statute, Rudd said he tried 

- Stark said he' s " not • to research the law but 
worried" about setting a couldn' t find out anything 
precedent for allowing about its history. 
other areas to pull them-.:- RUDD SAID he thinks it 
selves out · of school_.:- •is intended to be a 
districts. geographic rather than · 

" I think all retirement financial · tool, allowing 
communities are probably areas cut off from their 
considering it but I don't district's school facilities 
know what their petitions . by difficult · terrain to 
would show," he said, ~ remove themselves from 
dica ting because most the district and send their 
othe r retire ment areas students to closer schools. 
don't have the ability' to Rudd said he feels the 
vote down bond issues "desperate situation" in 
s ingle handed)y, the the local district should 
dis tric ts they are in wish to have been solved by the 
keep them for their high more, conventional petition 
assessed valuation. ' method, a drive that had 

l'.'I THOSE c~ses, Stark · become s taUed with only 
said. petitions would liltely -, 
be opposed by the other. 
residents and the board -· 
would probably deny them. 

"The key is if both sides 
want the redistricting. I 
don' t think this condition 
exists in other areas, at 

. Mrs. Jo Leiby, a Peoria 
resident who has been 
fighting for bond issues and 
local control of the schools 
[or several years , said she 
was "thrilled" when the 
petitions were accepted. 

SHE, with board member 
Michael Killion, initiated 
the petitions in that area 
and said the method was 
"simple, cut and dried, 
with · no possibility of a 
challenge for unregistered 
voters. 

"I'm relieved and grate­
ful our schools will be 
governed by those involved 
with the children," she 
said, 

Also expressing approval 
wer~ J . George Bender, 
president of the Sun City 
Taxpayers Association, and 
Sun City Homeowners 
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Whatever the legal reasoning 

behind the move, it appears an 
increase of about 70 percent in this 
year's tax rate for the Peoria 
Unorganized School District, 
which includes Sun City and 
Youngtown, will.have some impact 
on residents~ pocketbooks. 
, That increase, from 27 cents per 
$100 of assessed valuation last 
year, to 46 cents per $100 this 
year, will help increase the overall 
tax rates paid by local residents. 
The Maricopa County Board of 
Supervisors August 15 decided 
Sun Citians will pay a rate of $7 .39 
per $100 of valuation, which does 
not include costs of operating 
street lights. 
: Youngtown residents, they 
decreed, will pay $7.15 per $100 of 
valuation, an · increase of 20 cents 
from last year. The town's rate, 
meanwhile, declined from 14 to 13 
cents. · 

The ~ increase will 
le liiL£ a 21. percetlt 

increase in the Volunteer Fire 
District tax rate, which will go 
from 29 cents per $100 last year, 
to 37 cents per $100, this. year. 
Higher firefighter salaries, av_er­
aging eight percent, and a capital 
improvement program launched 
by the fire board are part of the 
reason for that jump. 

A five percent increase in - the 
rate for the Junior College District_ 
to 76 cents will affect locals, and 
these rates will remain the same: 
State, $1.60; Flood Control Dis­
trict, 20 cents; Central Arizona 
Project, 'three cents; ~nd_ ~norgan-

Fir tioiid treasurer Bd Buente 
said ilie board had expected the 
figure to Tise to 39 cents. per $1()(), 
but because assessed valuation in 
Sun City climbed from about $118 
million last year to more.than $122 
million· this year (a jump of 3.5 
percent), the rate was set at 37 
cents. 

Mike Peacock, financial advisor ... 
to th.e Peoria Wtool Dllltt~ 

--,,., 

explained _yes:terct,J, A.aaii8t 23, 
why the school district rate will 
jump 19 cents. He said when 
voters approved a $7 .5 million 
bond issue several years ago for 
the construction of school facilities 
in Peoria, the idle funds were 
invested, and earnings from the 
investments were used to offset 
the interest on the debt service for 
the bond. 

But since that time the construc­
tion firms completed their work, 
and were paid what was owed 
them, so there have been fewer 
and· fewer monies available for 
investment purposes, Peacock re­
vealed. 

He pointed out the money 
approved by the voters is going to 
pay for what it was intended to 
pay for, so the gap created by the 
absence of monies which could be 
invested has to be made up 
through the establishment of a 
higher tax rate. . 

"You don't let the idle money 
(Conthlued on pag& 4) 
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Property Taxes ..................................... .. 
· (Continued from page I) 1987, when local residents should 

sit around-the funds are placed see a dramatic drop in these 
in a trust account at a bank, where rates, he predicted. 
they earn interest," he explained. Phil Tapley, of the Sun City 
It is possible that last year, the Ta:xpayers Association, and Mike 
Peoria Unorganized School District Komar, president . of the Home 
"could have been credited more Owners Association,- had earlier 
than it was due, " because officials said they would demand a com­
wanted to make sure local resi- plete ,,.explanation of why the 
dents were not unfairly taxed as school district taxes jumped so 
the construction program got into high. 
full swing. 

Between $4.5 million and $4.75 Komar said the HOA had been 
million remains outstanding on the getting numerous calls about the 
bonded indebtedness, said Pea- issue, and Tapley said the SCTA­
cock, who added when principal would require that a suitable 
-and interest is included, some $7 explanation be offered for the 
million will have to be paid during increase. 
the next 10 years. The amount The figures are not yet in, 

·required last year was $588,000, Tapley declared, on just what the 
he said, but without the cre.dits tax rates will be for those liv4J.g in 
made, Sun Citians would have street .lighting districts , which 
been paying a tax rate of 47 cents, number more than 75 in Sun City. 
which is one cent higher than that He said it is the SCTA's intention 
set for this year. to look at the pros and cons of 

The amount to be paid off would working towards merging all Sun 
rise to $720,918 in 1979, if local City street lighting districts, to 
assessed valuation climbed to $136 possibly save money. 
million, from the present $122 While it is likely Phase I 
million, he added. Another factor homeowners will feel less of a tax 
which helped create a low tax last bite than those living in Phase II, 
year, Peacock said, was the refund said Tapley, he stressed figures 
program, which involved rebates are not yet available on this. "But 
to homeowners. Sun Citians are I know my assessed valuation 
not eligible for rebates, ever since jumped about 20 percent," he 
the community spJit from the added. Concerning the recent 
Peoria district. Superi9r Court judge's decision to 

"From now on, the liability will overturn the water and sewer rates 
fluctuate up and down, but remain approved by the Arizona Corpora­
in the same ballpark area," he tion Commission, Tapley said the 
added. He said it is expected to be matter may go to the state 
$600,000 in 1978, $720,918 in _ ,Supreme Court. " My guess would 
1979, and drop back to $691,288 in be there would be a kind of 
1980. The trend will continue until compromise," he noted. 
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After the war, Peoria's 

economy became healthier, and 
the school district was drawing 
more pupils until buildings were 
virtually bursting at the seams. 

However, in the 1960s, Peoria 
had a new neighbor that was not 
perceived as friendly to the school 
district. 

Sun City, the haven for 
retirees, was founded by 
developer Del Webb in 1960 and 
caused problems fror:n the 
beginning because of the retirees' 
tremendous voting power and 
strong dislike for paying taxes in 
a school district where they had 
no children. 

The board, which oversaw two 
separate budgets - one for the 
elementary schools and one for 
the high school - went to the . 
voters nine times from 1962 to 
1974 asking for authorization to 
sell bonds to build badly needed 
elementary schools and another 
high school and to improve 
equipment and supplies. In those 
nine elections, 16 of 21 bond 
requests were defeated by Sun 
City residents, who .outnumbered 
Peoria residents. · 

- School, PC9 
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Continued from PC8 

In July 1975,Bun City finally 
was granted permission by the 
Maricopa County Board of 
Supervisors to secede from the 
district, to the great relief of 
Peoria residents. 

Soon afterward, the district 
again asked voters to approve 
bond issues to build two 
elementary schools and another 
high school, and the issues passed 

. with more than 90 percent in 
favor, said Bill French, district 
business administrator. 

Murphy, who was 
superintendent from 1958 to 
1973, said Sun City's separation 
was "probably good for both of us 
because by the time we left, there 
was a critical need." 

"We were on double sessions 
and looking at triple sessions," he 
said. 

Murphy said the attitude 
among Sun City residents was 
that "we've reached our golden 
years, and no one is going to tell 
us what to do. 

"They wouldn't accept any part 
of it," said Murphy, who also lived 
in Sun City during that time and 
spoke with many residents. 

Mel Huber, who was principal 
of Peoria High School before 

~ being superintendent from 1973 
~ to 1978, agreed that before Sun 
-, City's withdrawal from the 
g; district, times were tough and 
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education suffered. · 
Huber, Murphy and other . . 

administrators studied Sun City 
to learn more about why the 
residents. were against bond 
issues and improved education. 

Murphy said the district found . 
thabnor~ than 50 percent of the 
Sun City residents never had 
children. · 

French said most of the 
residents "didn't feel they had an 
obligation to .educate other 
people's chidren because other 
people didn't educate their 
children." 

Despite the majority of Sun 
City residents that opposed 
increasing school taxes, Huber 
said there were many retirees 
who served on the governing 
board and "were really helpful 
and sympathetic to the school 
cause." . 

Today, Sun City is not paying 
taxes in the district, but many 
residents. volunteer their time 
through the district's volunteer 
program, French said. The 
district has an equivalent of 20 
full-time employees who 
volunteer to work as aides in the 
classroom and help children and 
faculty, he said. 

After Sun City's withdrawal 
from the district, schools were 
built in 1975, including the 
district's second high school, 
Cactus High. 

And bond issues have been 
passed every other year from 
1975 to 1983, French said. 
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First of two parts •· .:1 ·.: •. -

By.JACQUE PAPPAS .. :; -1~ 

·. News-Sun staff •, . , . • 
;; -.::SUN CITY,- -:·· ·sun J;iti~.':Ai ; 
~~radley ~d; ~~!.was ! in 1 shock • 
~when he opened his.property tax 
[~j.ll last week. ·J.l':. - ·· · --.: · .:i;l .: 
;'. ,. As expected, 1, his. home was 
ftaiced 50 centsufor each $100 of . 
~assessed valuation for a new 
(state property: 'tax · on· education 
~ a tax imposed on- the, Sun 
, Qi ties, Youngtown and about 20 
unorganized districts. •►-
' -tBut what Bradley didn't...~ex­
pect was a drastic increase on 
.his, ·tax bill for a rental unit he 
owns in Sun City. 
: "I about had a heart attack 
when I cpened up my tax bill 
and saw that I got the full $4. 72 
(per $100 assesse~ valuation) on 
my rental property. My tax bill 
went up from about $300 to $900 
on the re~tal," Bradley .. ~d. 
"Jou talk . about singling ,out 

Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz. TuHday, Oct. 4, 1988 

, • :~: ,-,. , · . :. , : -~~,''. Bni~ey sai~. "If you· are 
I about had a heart hvmg ·m a .~ndomtruum or own 

attadc":wheri I opened .-. a condominium. and re~ting it to 
0 • • • • • someone• else, you're gomg to get 

up; my• tax bilf ... My tax·· socked/~ •::: : '.!.' . ' : _! · 

b,ll went up fro b .t . The tax, part of,. a multi­. . . . .·.' . · ~ a OU : • • million,dollar budget-balancing 
$300 to.$900·on the · '.·measure, was•,:;P~ by the 
rental. 1 ;. :;~ ,•r: ,:.. ·~na Legislature and sign~ · 

, .. , . ·. ·, i. .. · ,•; . ·~ · , .. mtoJaw by Gov.! Rose Mofford m 
'-.. ~· · · ·,·. ·, Local taxpayer July.· . ., . 

. . . . •The law sets the tax rate at 
people for punishment, '.that cer- . 50 cents for each $100 . of as­
tainly to me is som~thing that is , sessed valuation . on residential 
harsh. This was part of our in• property in 1988 and increases ~ 
come. I was ~bsolutely::horrified ,J each year until 1992 when it ii 
when I got my bill." ' capped at $4.72. 1 · · 

Bradley was • one : of several •. - · But-· the rate for other prop­
area residents at a Retirement erty, such as commercial land, is 
Community Association meeting• $4.72 - the qualifying tax rate. 
Monday who expressed his Don McDonald, cost analyst 
alarm about the new property for Maricopa County, said the 
tax. . · "other" category includes rental 

"We're going to try and get units because they are _ not 
rid of our property right away 
because we can't afford that ex- See School, A5 
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.:School tax ::lhits b~-sinesses hard _.;. 
i~fw.:t;:~;: = ~ ;f ]:~tb~A ;> :::;;~ :~r~~~f ~fSJ·#lY' s-~ !ffi!itti irc'~~1! :t+i:;:,~:::~j_f i 
~~:t~~ ~ ~ r::u:~ ~p~ ~~n•~p~m~~ee~ '-~ ~: ~==~r,}:?t · : 1 __ (·'::-. : ,i,· ·1 ,1 J __ ;_:_;~ _-_.t,.=) _::t,t,i/1_;:_::,::_l_:! __ :~:_f:::._t:i:_! ::[ • : ' ' : - 62.02 1,4370 : ·· • 57. 70 •-
,occupied residences. rve gotten a touch with what, is happening-in :.: :, · ::.--: -:,=· :< :== ·:\~:.' · .. r ·· • ~\,or.W"'"" 1 . --.: 

1 
· · .- · · 

1 
· \~-: 

•!fair number of calls today from _-the community. The only w~y: : ~~ ·r.P.!~:/ ;: 1 --4<:1131 : . 4015 ':,co,,,EDUC,:.it•:• 1 . . : · '-
1 

----
1 

.: 20 . 08 -.~ 
:peoplewhoareconcerned .about _ youreallyhitthemisin.their-, , __ .. ___ :;;_ : - . ·- -·-

1 
1. 

1 
J_
4_': _.,,:=~ :{ __ ':_:._·.,_;:_,::_{ 1 _, __ 2_~ _._2! _ ~473 : 1 '. 1 -25-. 99 '.1: 

:this- We've had ·several · calls pocketbooks. And now the_people'i- \ : : · ;:_ ": ) . : ;_ ~ - · • .. ·,7' . 'SUBTOTAL . , , -, .i'104 68· · - ,.. ·:· .. -, ·:· :11' . ---· :';C 
!from people who were upset." . - who: are really waking up are_: ·· . . .. . ,. ~ - ~_:,543 . . . . .122. 64 i~ 
'. - · M~~nald said this year's new -~ -e b~esses." ·· . -_. ·, :, ILL'- This .port ·of,-o 1988 :Maricopa County Tax State- - imposed :..on· all unorganized districts. ·The tax :starts at: ·50: 
:~ tax rate _for the S~_~: .:.l.ar~, also president -~ _the ·. ment "is typical -of ·what ·area homeowners .will receive. The cents per _$ 100 of assessed valuation on ·residential prop;[: 
;Cities and Youngtown has m---S~ ·Cit)' Taxpayers ~1ation, _· -fhree asterisks denote a new county education district tax erty, as above, and is •$4.72 .for other .property. · . .. 1 
-creased by about 250 percent_ said· he hopes the Arizona Su- . . -- -
The rate increase does not in- ·- preme Court will rule that the i . _ - • _ • ' • . 
-:elude some special district taxes · tax is·unconstitutional. . ·runorgan1zed school d1str1cts because they will be looking for county education tax alone. 
:such as street lighting and fire :- · ·-A hearing is scheduled for deserve what we got and· that - Dthet _:'Yays to get -back at us or "I think it's a very •unfair 
~stricts. . - . · · 9:30 a.m. Oct. 18 for oral ar-""-··we're not paying-our fair sharet - - attack -us." · . · situation. We don't mind jf it's 

· ;; . "The state. educa~on tax r~te · guments_on the m9:tter. • 'J.La.rk!-;1 said. _ '.'Well, this ·is n~t' ~• .Businesse:s , · _including non- fair, but this is definitely not. 
:i_s new and 1s b8Slcally what's He 68.ld the taxpayers associ1 . · true. _ , __ _ . _ .pr?fit. orgamzations and corpor- It's a very shocking thing. What 
,dtributed to ·the increase" Mc ation office received -more t~ _ -: :.Larkin 681d Sun C1tians _pay :ations, also have been hard hit we thought was an error on our 

. ~nald said. "For some it has 85 calls Monday .'.morning from1· :taxes._ for junior .colleges 8:°d by the tax_ . ; . bill was actually passed as :law," 
!tripled. That:s not common_" ·· area resid~nts-,asking why their,. ·gasoline tax -- -· part _of w~ch . . _Ted Hoyt, preSident of~e ~un Hoyt said_ -•~It's a puzzling situ­
:_ ~en Larkin, a me~ber of th~ taxes had mcreased. _ _ i; , ~s ~ sc~ools.- :. . . . · :.Ci~ Home · O?ers Associati~n, ation right now. We were very 
!Retirement Commumty Associ- "Maybe our representatives m . · -This _IS : a firm case of tax- "sm.d :the groups property tax m- surprised when we got the bilL 
;ation, said many residents who $un -City like:"fUS, but"·J don~tr; ation -without - representation,'~ _; creased by about 93 percent with We were shocked. ·And the 
;have just been assessed the 50 . believe --that· . ..-most.-of . them •<0ttt-" .Larkin" said. ·"If we ...do get .this ·the evolution of the county ed- community is shocked, too.· -I 
ieent increase are still surprised-- side ·•of- Suii"i'.Qity :-.really 3·•~ ove~ed::in .court . then the ucation ta.L__ _ talked to a : businessman whose 
iwhen -t!'iey receivt: their taxes .in • -They._feeL that .. Sun __ City , .. .S ~ ·_only _ thing _we'll __ have _ to ___ :watch __ _Hoyt said__~e _ association was : tax went from $2,000 .to $8,000."--
tt,he maiL . q~ty 'Yest, Youngtown and oth ~t are our elected rep~~?~~v~- ?~-~ged ~bout $2,115 for ~:- Hoyt said_, the HOA and some 

other local groups are encourag- :·: 
ing residents .to mail in ,their.-
bills under protest. - -· ___ .;._., 

· "This could· be a real seri'o~ ~­
problem for the business com~·­

. munity .. People -who own. rentaLi '-: 
in the stores won't be able to 
compete,'" Hoyt said_ "It's a Teal:..: 
scary thing because it . puts bothl.· 
-the residents · and busine!M!,; 
community .in jeopardy." 191: 

Next: Business~ see some -: 
whopping increases in their,.: 
property tax bills. -·c '. ~, 

e~~ 
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K,irdS: _ l_ob byi~t ,·to'.fight 
SUN CITY - Del Webb Co?JJ. 

has hired a lobbyist to help in 
the local effort to revise the so­
called Sun Cities school tax. 

Kevin Moran, from Landry & 
Associates in- Phoenix, will be 
working with local groups and 
legislators who want to revise 
the tax. 
''We were thinking about doing 

it o111"8elves but then we con­
tacted them ... it saves us quite 
a bit of money," said Ken 
Larkin of the Sun City Tax­
payers Association (SCTA). 

Larkin said Friday afternoon 

- he didn't know how much the · to legislators to explain revisions· 
services of the lobbyist will cost of the tax and find out legi­
~e~b, but that . he's OO!ln told -slators' opinions on the issue. 
hiring one lobbyist for one year · Local legislators from Dis­
would cost between $40,000 and tricta 15, 17 and 19 are all 
$50,000. working on getting the tax re-

Properties that Webb owna in vised. 
the Sun Cities are affected by "What we're going to be talk­
the tax, which was enacted last ing about is tax equity," lobbyist 
year as an emergency measure. Moran said Friday. 

"I guess it's twofold," Larkin The tax, to benefit education, 
said. "This is a community effort is levied on property owners 
and it probably affects them in outside of school districts. It af. 
their sales and real estate." fects Sun City, Sun City West 

He said Moran will help put and Youngtown. 
together presentations if the For homeowners, the tax 
taxpayers group goes before the started last year at 50 cents for 
Legislature. Moran_ also will talk each $100 dollars of asseased 

value of their property. It in­
c:reaaes by 50 cents every year 
except in 1997, when it will be 
-capped at $4.72. _ : 

For commercial and rental 
property the tax is not phased in 
and started at the full $4. 72 for 
each $100 of assessed value last 
year. 

Moran, who also is an at­
torney, said the tax is really 
more than a Sun Cities issue. It 
affects areas ah over the state 
such as the Modnt Lemmon area 
near Tucson and the Pinnacle 
Peak area. 

"We're going to make an ef­
fort to reach out to those people 

and work together to show it's a 
statewide issue," he said. ., ' 
· Moran said Larry Landry, 

president of Landry & Associ­
ates, was involved in an effort to 
stop the tax before it was signed 
into law. 

The Sun City Home Owners 
Association, the Sun City West 
Property Owners and Residents 
Association and the town of 
Youngtown have joined with the 
Sun City Taxpayers Association 
to work with local legislators on 
revistons to the tax. Representa­
tives from those groups met with 
Moran Friday morning. 

Larki\ said there will be a 

• 

meeting next Friday for leaders 
from othet' groups such as the 
Union Club, the local chapters of 
the American Association of Re­
t ired Persons and both Re­
publican and Democratic· clubs. 
They will be trying to form a 
coalition with those groups. 

In addition to trying to get the 
law revised through the Legis­
lature, the SCT A will still be 
pursuing a lawsuit on the con-· 
stitutionality of the tax, Larkin 
said. . 

"This is a parallel path that 
will not affect the lawsuit,'' he 
said of the lobbying effort. 



By JACQUE PAPPAS 
News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - It was standing 
room only Wednesday as more 
than 300 area residents re­
viewed a menu of possible revi­
sions for the so-called Sun City 
school tax. 

The Sun City Taxpayers As­
sociation sponsored a public 
meeting to see how local resi­
dents feel on issues relating to 
the property tax for education 
passed into law last year. 

Six legislative proposals were 
reviewed at the meeting, where 
state representatives and sen­
ators from the Northwest Valley 
answered questions and told 
residents what they see as in­
equities in the tax. 

Area residents voiced their 
concerns without hesitation, es­
pecially when area legislators 
said the possibility of repealing 
the tax is less than slim. 

Sen.-elect Bob Denny, R­
Litchfield Park, said it would be 
wise to introduce a bill that asks 
for several modifications rather 
than trying to get the tax re­
pealed. 

"We would like to repeal it 
but I don't think that will hap­
pen," Denny said. "I am only 
being realistic. The only thing 
worse than saying we can't do 
(repeal) it, is to say we can and 
to end up with nothing." 

"We have to keep working on 
a bill because if the courts find 
that it's constitutional, then you 
all will be left out in the cold 
like you are now," he said. 

Denny's words were matched 
with grumbles from area resi­
dents as they chanted "why, 
why, why?" can't the tax be 
repealed. 

Sen. Pat Wright, R-Glendale, 
said repealing the tax is nearly 
impossible because that move 

does not have majority support 
in the House or Senate. 

" You will not find 16 votes in 
the Senate and 31 votes in the 
House for a proposal that repeals 
this tax," Wright said. "The 
perception of those people who 
do not r epresent unorganized 
districts is that you do not pay 
your fair share. The problem is 
that you've got to have the pub­
lic sentiment. Fair is not going 
to cut it in the legislative proc­
ess and it's too bad. I hate to 
discourage you, too, but it won't 
even get to the governor with 
the intention of repeal." 

The tax affects the Sun Cities, 
Youngtown and about 22 other 
unorganized districts, or areas 
not in a school district, in the 
state. 

Wright said she hopes busi­
nesses in unorganized districts, 
which began paying the full 
$4.72 per $100 of assessed valu-

ation in 1988, would get their 
taxes ph~sed in as homeowners 
do. 

The tax in 1988 levied 50 
cents for each $100 of assessed 
valuation on residential prop­
erty. The tax will increase 50 
cents each year, except in 1997, 
when it will be capped at $4.72 
- the qualifying tax rate. 

Other legislators at the meet­
ing agreed that the tax would be 
difficult to repeal and some 
suggested that Sun Citians con­
tact people in other districts to 
generate support for a change. 

But Republican Don Kenney, 
representative-elect for District 
19, told residents that it's better 
to have tried and failed than to 
have never tried at all. 

"What I'm suggesting to you 
is that we all get out there and 
go for broke and try to do the 
best we can and get this darn 
See Lawmakers, A5 
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TAX MEETING DRAWS DOZENS - A member of the 
standing-room-only crowd asks state legislators a question 
at a special meeting _on the _so-c?lled _Sun City school tax 

J ' SUN CITY, ARIZ. 

News-Sun photo by Stephen Cher nek 

Wednesday in Oakmont Auditorium, 10725 Oakmont Ave. 
More than 300 area residents attended the two-hour 
meeting sponsored by the Sun _City _T ~xpayers Association. 

School tax repeal • 
IS doubtful f P, 

,\ v 
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Amount levied 
shocks businesses 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
News-Sun staff 

. SUN CITY - Business owners 
in the area said they were pre­
pared for drastic increases in 
their property truces after the so­
called Sun City school tax was 
passed into law last year. 

What they didn't expect was a 
double whammy. 

Earlier this year, the state 
added a levy of $4.72 per $100 of 
assessed valuation on the real 
property tax bills of all busi­
nesses in areas outside of school 
districts. 

Now businesses are receiving 
their unsecured personal prop­
erty tax bills in the mail and 
finding that they are again be­
ing taxed for the new state 
property tax to fund education. 

The personal property tax is 
levied on non-permanent items a 
_business may own such as com­
puters, tables, electrical equip­
ment ~nd photocopy machines. 
· · The true is not assessed on 
[El;'lidential property, which was 
~ 50 cents per· $100 of as, 
·sessed valuation in 1988 under 
the law and will increase 50 
cents each year until capped at 
$4.72. 

But businesses in unorganized 
school districts such as the Sun 
Cities and Youngtown are feel-
ing the pinch. . 

Bob Smith, controller for 
Union Hills Country Club, said 
the non-profit establishment's 
real and personal property taxes 
increased by more than $20,000 
this yea.I'...,.......-
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"We were·, amazed," Smith 
said. "We thought the tax only 
pertained to real property and 
not personal. I guess the word 
just didn't get out. Let me tell 
you it was the best-kept secret." 

"It's harmful to small busi­
nesses in the area," Smith said. 
" If they had known this was 
coming, they could have gradu­
ally passed on the expense. We 
understand we have to pay 
taxes, but a surprise is not ex­
cusable." 

Marian Hack, manager of the 
Sun City Professional Building, 
said the "surprise" taxation of 
personal property may force 
small businesses out of the Sun 
Cities and into neighboring 
towns located in school districts. 

"We expected an increase, but 
not this much," Hack said. 

"They're going to run the 
small businessman out of town," 
Hack said. "They are discourag­
ing people to come and establish 
enterprise in Sun City. We are 
so close to the Peoria border that 
I think this- could be the reason 
why our leasing has slacked off." 

News-Sun controller Rich 
Ching said the newspaper's per­
sonal property tax increased by 
163 percent because of the ed­
ucation tax. He said the News­
Sun's real property tax increased 
by 93 percent. 

"This is going to be a killer to 
a lot of businesses. This is pure 
increase," Ching said. "With all 
of our press equipment and 
computers, our personal property 
bill alone went up by about 
$21,000." . 

While businessmen may have 
been surprised, tax officials say 
the law clearly spells out that 
the levy is to be on both real and 
personal property. 

Paul Corrington, chief deputy 
of the Maricopa County treas­
urer's office, said it is not un­
usual for education taxes to be 
levied on unsecured personal 
property. 

"The only unique aspect is 
that the state is levying a tax 
See Busine.sses, A3 avc.'fL 
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B'uSi'rleSseS . feel tax pinch; 
express shock at bill rate 
-From Al 
that in the past only organized 
school districts have levied," 
Corrington said. "We got a lot of 
calls from people when . (real) 
property taxes went out earlier 
this year, but we haven't gotten 
too many about the unsecured 
property tax. We do this as a 
legislative mandate." 

The county treasurer collects 
all real and personal property 
taxes for the state, county, 
school and special districts and 
incorporated cities and towns. 

Ed Leyba, administrator of the 
Property Valuation and Equal­
ization Division of the Arizona 
Department of Revenue, said 
since the education tax . is a 
primary ~x, it applies to all 

property. 
But even though the statute is 

clear to state authorities, some 
area legislators said they did not 
know the measure would tax 
businesses twice. 

Rep . Nancy Wessel, R­
Phoenix, said, "When this bill 
was before us and passed last 
session, we didn't even realize 
the $4. 72 would be on personal 
property for the businesses. 

"It sounds to me that it's not 
fair," Wessel said. "It seems like 
a doub!e whammy to me. It's not 
only taxation without represen­
tation, but twice the taxation." 

Although not all businesses 
have received their personal 
property tax bills in tlw mail, 

some anticipate a significant in­
crease. 

Bill Collier, controller for the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City, 
said the additional tax is not 
included in the corporation's 
budget. 

"It's unbudgeted for sure. I'm 
not sure what the size of the 
increase will be, but it definitely 
will have an impact," Collier 
said. "We will file our taxes 
under protest, just as we have in 
t~e past." 

The centers' real property tax 
bill increased by more than 
$200,000 this year. 
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sctiSchool tax 
trimmed in 
budget deal 

By JACQUE. PAPPAS 
News-Sun staff , 

PHOENIX - A long-awaited 
dream . came · true for·. home­
owners and businesses in the 
Sun Cities Tuesday evening. 

House and Senate Republicans 
passed a $170 n_µllicin revenue 
package·" reducing a .. school tax 
imposed on the retirement 
communities last year. 

If approved by Gov .. Rose Mof­
ford, the revenue package will 
give a $3.4 million t~ break to 
areas that lie outside organized 
school . districts, like the Sun 
Cities and. Youngtown. 

The tax break would cut in 
half the qualifying tax ·rate of 
$4. 72 imposed on businesses in 
the area and would ·cap the tax 
for ·homeowners at $1.04 with a 
56 percent rebate. 
· It amends legislation passed 

last year imposing a property 
tax on unorganized school dis­
tricts to benefit education. 

· The tax had St.in · City area 
businesses. crying for relief, 
pro.l,llpted legal action that's 
pending in Arizona Superior 
Court and triggered a seri~s . of 
public .meetings with Northwest 
Valley legislators. 

The revenue proposal will 
fund a $3.2 billion budget also 
passed in both chambers Tues­
day - th.e 156th day of the third 
longest session in the legisla­
ture's history. · 
. While the · revenue plan cuts 

taxes for residents · of · un­
organized school districts, it will 
use $45 million in state retire­
ment contributions to help· bal­
ance the budget. 

The . tax increase would also 
See GOP, A5 
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GOP reduces SC school taxi 
- From Al 
generate more than $26 million 
hy taxing four school districl.R, 
,,ne of which contains the Palo 
Verde Nuclear Generating Sta­
tion. 

Maintaining their commit­
ment to nn onti-tax platform, 
Sen. Bob Denny and Reps. Don 
Aldridge and Jim Skelly were 
the only Republicans to break 
ranks and oppose the tax and 
:pending measures. 

The budget measures cleared· 
1 he 30-member Senate 16-13 and 
1.he 60-member House 32-26. 

Denny, who has worked with 
•ight other area legislators to 
,·eform the so-called Sun City 
:chool tax, said he voted against 
he budget because he opposes 
1sing state retirement funds and 
·aiding $16 million in windfaJI 
orofits that both houses earlier 
his year voted to give back to 
he taxpayers. 

Denny, a senator from Litch­
•eld Park, said he would have 
oted for the bi.:dget a nd revenue 
ills if the Senate couldn't get 
he minimum 16 votes needed to 

pass the measures. 
"It was very difficult for me to 

separntc the school tnx nnd the 
retirement fund issues. I would 
have voted for the bills if it was 
necessary to amend the school 
tax," Denny said. " I fee l very 
deeply that this atatc is hending 
for fiscal chaos if we don't learn 
to control our big spending 
habits ... I realize my no vote 
will be a lone cry in the jungle; 
however, someone has to cry out 
for the poor taxpayer." 

Denny said he has received 
numerous calls from area resi­
dents speaking out l!gainst the 
use of the retirement fund and 
imploring J>-i1n to hold the line 
on spending. 

Denny said he fears the state 
will face a $400 mill ion to $600 
million shortfall next year. 

"Having raided every piggy 
bank in the state this yenr, the 
taxpayers of Arizona will face a 
massive tax increase next year 
of such magnitude that many 
businesses and retirees will no 
longer move to Arizona," Denny 
said. 

Uenny was the only Re­
publican to vote against the 
pension bill in the Senate while 
three Republicans broke ranks 
in the House, making the final 
vote 31-27. 

Mofford, who vetoed a similar 
$3.2 billion budget last week, 
has not said if she will veto the 
new budget now that there is a 
funding package for it. 

. B_ut. area legislators· are· op­
t1m1st1c that Mofford will sign 
the revenue and budget pro­
posals into law. 

Rep. Nancy Wessel, R­
Phoenix, said Mofford's veto 
would be "the worst and very 
unwise political move." 

are in the midst of a probable' 
recession. The revenues arc' 
down and the demand is up." _ 

Sun City area homeowne1;s 
associations a nd resident;; 
groups helped area residenL~: 
develop the school tax amen~­
ment earlier this year. ·· ·· 

Lobbiests from Del Webb 
Corp. have also been working at 
the capitol, generating suppot.t' 
for the amendment. : 

Sen. Jan Brewer, R-Peoriq,' 
said the spending bill and revF{ 
nue plan "are not perfect but 
will not devastate anyone." '' ' 

"We are just so thrilled that 
this passed. You have to credit 
the Republican caucuses and the 
leadership for sticking together 
because if they didn't, Sun City 
would have never gotten the re­
duction and the revenue package I 
would haye been even higher," 
Wessel said. 

" I think it's a dream come 
true. We had a lot of opposition 
to the school tax amendment 
early on. But we just wanted 
Sun City and other unorganized 
districts to be treated like 
everyone else in the state." 

"We worked hard on it and'!' 
believe we delivered something 
that is fair and equitable for t~c• 
people of Arizona," Brewer said." 
"I am_ very_ esta~ic for the justiGf 
that 1s bemg given to the Sun: 
Cities residents after the rail-· 
road job they got last year." · 

Rep. Bob William, R-Sun City 
West, the only legislator- who 
Jives in an-unorganized district; 
said .he ,, has.., 1mixed., e,motions , 
about · the )ills 11:41~; to,,fhe1· ,go~-:.1 ernor for'her signature: l4 .' u•,. , 

"fm very 'happy 'aboutfthe':so'. ;. 
called·1 Sun· City;itax being re.'1 
duced. It ,took a lot of doing.iThe,: 
.r;>emocrats -even tried to kill the 

, reduction on the floor but · 
failed,'' Williams said. "But I 
am unhappy with· the mess our 
tax structure is,-,in. I • think we 

· •.1'<1( _,.., l,l 1"' ~ "-'.!I "01 "4l 
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By PEG KEITH The number of classifications 
Sun Cities Independent of property is unusual, in com-

The Maricopa County Asses- parison with other states, he 
sor is a man who dislikes taxes, · says. · 
even though it's his job to collect "Title 42, the property tax 
them. code, has a lot of special interest 

Ira Friedman hates taxes in legislation written into it." 
general, and property truces more · Speaking generally, Mr. 
than others. Property taxes, he Friedman says, a house goes up 
says, are not related to one's in value while taxes go up in 
ability to pay. cost. 

Speaking to the Sun City Tax- Basically, the taxes rise. Mr. 
payers Association's board of di- Friedman says he's not advocat­
rectors recently, Mr. Friedman ing -- but is interested in and 
described , his ·~ official wishes to examine further -- a 
responsibilities~~ shared one of SY$t~m that WP.4lct l9~t(P r<:s(­
his goals: T.o . value property dential ···property · .. value$,. · This . 
fairly and equitably, so that would ensure that valuations 
everybody pays a fair share. would not go up until the prop-

In Ariwna, property taxes are erty changed hands in a non-fa­
set in different classifications, milial sale. 
and are assessed at different val- In a situation of that kind, he 
ues, says Mr. Friedman: says, people would know what 

• Vaca.nt land is currently as- they would be paying for taxes 
sessed at 16 percent of fair mar- each year. 
ket value; Looking at the assessments 

• Residential rental property at . across the board, Mr. Friedman 
15 percent of fair market value; sees a chance to pick up addi-

• Residential owner-occupied tional tax revenue through an au-
property at 10 percent; dit of business personal property. 

• Commercial real property This would invol~e such items as 
(such as industrial buildings) at fixtures and machinery. 
25 percent of fair market value. The system currently works 

• Business personal property is with a self-~eclaratio~ based on 
assessed at 25 percent of fair costs of eqmpment, with a form 
market value. sent out to businesses and mailed 

As a result of this, the county ba5k to the assessor's office. 
assessor finds Arizona ranks We accept the forms at face 
26th in the nation in per capita value," Mr. Friedman says, not­
property tax rates, and 46th in the ing a likelihood that these rep6rts 
nation on owner-occupied real are not always accurate. 
property taxes. "We do audit some of the re-

"This throws it toward com- turns, but on a very irregular ba­
mercial and away from rcsiden- sis because of the size of the 
tial. And, basically, in my opin- staff. The audits indicate there 
ion, that is the way it should be co~ld be addition~! revenue 
... I don't believe a home is an gamed from adopting such a 
investment. I believe a home is a system." 
shelter." See ASSESSOR, Page six 

{:iV<Y-) 
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Los Angeles County started equipment retain -- or even in­
this system of auditing in 1963, crease -- in _worth as they're be­
and it was mandated by the state ing depreciated. 
of California for all counties scv- "The county's goal is not to 
eral years later. recover a cost, but to reflect cur-

Many out-of-state companies rent market value." 
have locations in Arizona as well However much Mr. Friedman 
as California, says Mr. Fried- may dislike property_ taxes: they 
man, noting that he has contacted remain a fact of life, and the citi­
California data keepers who zcnry gets up in anns wpen .resi­
could assist in record-keeping dential property taxes are in­
"for what would be the same creased. 
folks," in two different locations. These people may fail to real-

It's only in recent years that ize, he says, that property is not 
Maricopa County has had a size- valued independently, every 
able business and commercial year. An $80,000 house may 
base. have been on the tax rolls for 

A consultant currently is look- years as a $60,000 house. While 
ing at possibilities and is prepar- the value may not have increased 
ing a report on personnel re- over the last year, it might well 
quirements to expand a fully- have gone up substantially from 
staffed office for Maricopa the last time it was valued. 
County's personal business tax Many Maricopa County prop-
division. erty owners have received small 

. "I would like to see a manda- tax increases from assessments 
tory audit program based on a raised less than $1,000. Such 
stratification of market values raises are the result of com,Puter 
currently on the roll," he says. assessments: The computer 

'This would remove the impli- "looks" at three years' values ana 
cations of favoritism." makes adjustments on that basis. 

· '. On '." l:51.i"s'ihest"'pcrsonal ap- ·· "We are cu~ntly ✓orking_on . 
1, pfaisa?s';,'h~·~a~ltfe· assessment .. · charrging'the process," says Mr. 
ns based on percent of"good," Friedman. "I ·tton't care to see.' 
rather than ·on depreciation. The fine-tuning designed by a com- · 
premise is that certain types of puter." · · · 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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1Sc·hool tax ruled unconstitutional 
~ ~--·. . 

'By JACQlTE PAPPAS Cities, Youngtown and about 22 
1-f ews-Sun staff areas in the state that are not in 
:, : ~N • ; CITY-· - · A Maricopa · school districts, was part of a 

. _County Superior Court judge multi-million-dollar tax bill 
.ruled . Wednesday that the so- signed into law last year. 

,-::i <:~led_ ~un. City school tax . is In a 23-page ruling dated July 
0 ;upconst1tutional. 10, Moroney enjoined the state 
~ .. :< iJudge William T. Moroney from levying or· collecting the 
o · ruled the tax void because it tax. 
m · '.v:i,olates the . Arizona Constitu- Attorneys representing the _ m tion ·. by collecting four times Arizona Department of Revenue 

; ~ ·. lllOr_e· money thari needed for its said they have not decided if 
· < · ·1Jtated objective. · they will appeal the ruling. 
~ L ~ ~e tax; levied on the Sun Moroney said the amount lev-

:• ... . ' 

ied by the tax in 1988 alone 
surpasses its stated objective to 
defray the cost of educating 
children residing in unorganized 
school districts. 

He said in future years, the 
discrepancy will even be greater, 
so only "a small percentage of 
the funds collected pursuant to 
the tax imposed will be used for 
the purpose enumerated in the 
statute." 

''The court holds that a tax 
imposed by a statute graduated 

to increase sharply over a span 
of years, which collects four 
times as much revenue in its 
first year as is necessary to ac­
ccniplish the object of the tax, is 
not reasonably related to the ob­
ject of the tax," Moroney said. 

Sun Citians Kenneth Larkin 
and Murray Karsten filed a 
lawsuit with the court in 
November 1988, challenging the 
constitutionality of the tax. 

The Sun Citians first took the 
case to the Arizona Supreme 

Court in September, but justices 
refused to rule on the legality of 
the tax. 

The measure, known as the 
Sun City school tax, in 1988 
imposed a levy of 50 cents per 
$100 of assessed valuation on 
residential property not located 
in an ""Jrganized school district. 

The assessment on residential 
property was to increase gradu­
ally until it was capped at $4.72. 
This year's levy is $1. 

Businesses and rental proper• 

ties were assessed the full $4.72 
beginning in 1988. 

Larki~, president of the Sun 
City Taxpayers Association, said 
area residents and organizations 
have contributed $14,300 to help_ 
cover what is now nearly . 
$50,000 in legal fees. ' 

"I'm overjoyed and dumb- · 
founded. This is a victory for the 
people. They had confidence in 
us and they contributed money 
to help us challenge this tax in 
See Judge, A4 
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-From Al 
court,'' said Larkin, who found 
out about the ruling on his 
birthday Wednesday. "This news 
is the best present ever. It only 
justifies what we have contended 
all along." 

In a motion for summary 
judgment, Art Pederson, a 
Phoenix attorney for the plain­
tiff, argued that the 'tax is un­
constitutional because it col­
lected about $10 million in 1988 

• •. ,, • • • ~ r 

when the cost of educating chi!- · active to Jan. · 1, 1988. ' . - the statute is to defray .the cost would be premature. W& still in Superior Court, .Northwest 
dren in unorganized districts But whether taxes collected in of educating children who belong . have briefing deadlines and will Valley legislators worked to·pass 
was about $2.5 million.· 1988 will be refunded has yet io· fo' unorganized districts and at• have to do more research," Hos- a revenue package in June· giv.• 

The court ruled that raising be decided. ·1~ ·, · · · · .: .· tend public schools in organized tetler said. "I was pretty happy ing a $3.4 million tax break to 
additional money from the tax districts, excess monies should through most of the opinion, but areas in unorganized school dis: 
violates Article 9, Section 3 of · Moroney said,·attorneys have be refunded to the taxpayers. it only takes · __ one thing for a tricts. 
the state constitution. until Aug. 21 to file recom- · ·· · judge to decide a statute is un-
. "We are pleased with the rul- mendations to"':the court ·on ~Bill Hostetler, an attorney constitutional." · 

whether · taxpayers should -rec- representing the state, said he 
ing," Pederson said. "-We always eive a refund. , . . .· .. , .. .J. will decide whether to appeal 
like to win." 
· · Al_tho-·ugh. the tax'· becam. e ef- :pd·· · · d ·h :· 1 to ·.k th1f case after the final ruling on 

ti 
_e_ ~rf~ndsai . e __ P ans ··c· .'~ -~ -tlie"refu~d is rendered. · · 

fective July 1, 1988·, the Legis- or a re un . . · . . "f.' ·.. . 
lature ·directed that it be retro- H~.:~aid s~_nce J~e P~.~of . ~~Y such ·plan at this time 

. . . . '-~--- . . . . ~ .. . "~ .;. . , . . 

Hostetler will have 30 days 
after final determination to file 
an appeal. 

While the ~ing was pending 

The tax break cut in half the 
qualifying tax rate of $4.72 im~ 
posed on businesses in affected 
areas and capped the . tax ·'ror 
·homeowners at $1:04)lfter ·a 56 
percent rebate. ~ · ' ... '.:;,: · _- . :-;:, 

. . : :' ... ~. :· ·- , ,.· .. 
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Court rUling vvon't halt school tax 
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By JACQUE PAPPAS 
News-Sun staff 
: SUN. CITY - Although a con­
troversial property tax for education 
was ruled unconstitutional Wednesday, 
residents in affected areas such as Sun 
City may still have to pay some school 
taxes. 

A Maricopa County Superior Court 
judge who reviewed the case said his 
ruling does not affect revised school 
taxes that were recently signed into 
law. 

Judge William T. Moroney said 
Thursday that his ruling voided the 
school tax passed at the end of the 
i988 legislative session, but does not 
¢'feet an amendment to the tax ap­
proved June 13. 

"I did not consider the amendment to 
the statute at the time I made the 
aecision in the order. The matter that 
.was before me was the statute .in 
1988," Moroney said. "It was not 
.brought to my attention by the . at-

torneys and not discussed in their ar-
guments." . 

The tax, levied on the Sun Cities, 
Youngtown and about other 22 areas 
in the state that are not in school 
districts, was part of a multi-million­
dollar tax bill signed into law last 
year. 

Sun Citians Kenneth Larkin and 
Murray Karsten filed a lawsuit with 
the court in November 1988, challeng- · 
ing the constitutionality of the tax. 

Effective with taxes assessed in 
1989, Moroney said the state is en­
joined from levying or collecting the 
tax because it generated four times 
more revenue than needed for educat­
ing children in unorganized districts. 

But since Moroney said his ruling 
does not apply to the amendment, 
residents in affected areas will still pay 
the new tax unless it is also declared 
unconstitutional in final judgment. 

Moroney said attorneys have until 
Aug. 21 to file recommendations to the 

court on whether taxes collected in 
1988 will be refunded. 

Also at that time, Moroney said at­
torneys could submit arguments as to 
whether the amended tax bill should 
also be declared unconstitutional. 

"Whether it (the amendment) will 
have an effect remains to be seen," 
Moroney said. 

The tax, known as the Sun City 
school tax, in 1988 imposed a levy of 
50 cents per $100 of assessed valuation 
on residential property not located in 
an organized school district. 

The assessment on residential prop­
erty was to increase gradually until it 
was capped at $4.72. This year's levy is 
$1. 
· · Businesses and rental properties 
were assessed the full $4.72 beginning 
in 1988. 

The amendment now in place cuts in 
half the qualifying tax rate of $4.72 
imposed on businesses in affected areas 
and capped the tax for homeowne~s at_ 

$1.04 after a 56 percent rebate. 
Larkin, president of the Sun City 

Taxpayers Association, said he antici­
pates his attorney will ask that the 
amended version of the bill also be 
declared unconstitutional. 

"Unless the amendment is declared 
unconstitutional, the ruling really has 
no bearing because residents will still 
end up paying unfair taxes," Larkin 
said. "It's not that we don't want to 
pay any taxes, but the amendment still 
is too much money needed to fund the 
cost of educating children not in or-
ganized school districts." . 

In the ruling, the original tax was 
declared unconstitutional because it 
collected about $10 million in 1988 
when the cost of educating children in 
unorganized districts was about $2.5 
million. 

Official estimates from the Arizona 
Department of Revenue show that the 
amended tax will generate $6.3 million 
in 1989. 

Bill Hostetler, an attorney repre­
senting the state, said he will decide 
whether to appeal the case after the 
final ruling on the refund is rendered. 

"To the extent that the new bill 
repeals the old tax, at this point and 
time, the ruling that it is unconstitu~ · 
tional is almost insignificant," Hos­
tetler said. "It is the refund we are 
concerned with. We didn't pay atten­
tion to the amendment. If someone 
wants to challenge the amendment 
that may be another day and another 
case." 

State Sen. Bob Denny, R-Litchfield 
Park, said he was happy with the 
ruling but realizes that controversy 
may still surround the constitutionality 
of the school tax amendment. 

"It was delightful news. The ruling 
proves what we said all along - the 
tax was unconstitutional," Denny said. 
"But it is going to be very interesting 
to see what the fall-out is. We still 
have to await the final ruling." 
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\State House revises ~chOol tax '. 
Bill would give Sun Citians 56 percent rebate; cut qualifying tax rate in half · 

I . I 

1

The Arizona House of The bill must now be ap- (Democrats) did not like the a qualifying tax
1

rate of $4.72 
Representatives has passed a proved by the Senate before it fact that we were trying to per $100 of assessed valua-
bill that, if approved by the becomes law. As of press undo what was done last year. tion). Neither homeowners or 
Senate, would reduce the time, the Senate had not ad- But, we knew we had the businesses in unorganized 
amount of the school tax paid dressed the issue. votes. We put the Sun City school districts are given a 56 
by Sun Citians by almost The school tax came up for tax in our revenue package." percent rebate that homeown-
three-fourths. discussion last Thursday as The issue was the Sun City ers in organized school dis-

Late last week, the House the House began fine-tuning School Tax Bill, passed in last tricts are allowed. 
approved a bill that modifies the state budget According to legislative session, which "(The new bill) leaves you 
the so-called Sun City school one local representative, Re- raised school taxes in unorga- (the unorganized districts) 
tax. The bill is designed to cut publicans were responsible for nized school districts in Ari- with $2.36 (per $100 of as-
the qualifying tax rate in half making the tax revision part of zona. The tax hit both home- sessed valuation)" she says, 
and allow homeowners living this year's budget package. owners and businesses alike "And gives you the 56 percent 
outside organized school dis- Describing the legislative in the Sun Cities. rebate, which brings it down 
tricts to take advantage of a 56 process, Rep. Nancy Wessel Presently, Sun Citians are to $1.04." 
percent rebate. (R-Dist. 19) says, "They paying school taxes based on The newly-revised bill, 

however, does not allow . 
businesses in the Sun Cities to 
take advantage of the rebate. 

"I feel it will take care of the 
situation," says Ms. Wessel. 
"It was unfair and unequal. 
Everyone else (in organized 
school districts throughout the 
state) gets a 56 percent re- · 
bate." 

"Finally, something will 
happen -- we hope -- unless 
something happens in the 
Senate, and they can't get it 
out." 

. ~ l. 
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By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

.PHOENIX - Maricopa County 
residents of unorganized school 
districts such as the Sun Cities 
may see an increase in this 
year's property tax bills. 

Property tax rates in the 
county overall have been declin­
ing the past 14 years and will do 
so again this year, said John 
Nels.on, assistant director of fi. 
nance for the county. 

But not all property owners 
will enjoy decreased property tax 
levies this year, Nelson said. 

The county education district 
levy, which applies to areas not 
in organized school districts, has 
increased from 50 cents to $1.04 
for residences. 

Although the levy was cut in 
half by Arizona lawmakers last 
session, residents in the Sun 
Cities and Youngtown affected 
by the tax will still see an in­
crease, Nelson said. . 

"The amount of money the 
average taxpayer pays to the 
county this year will decrease," 
Nelson said. "But Sun City 
residents definitely will see an 
increase in their tax rates. All 
unorganized school districts have 
basically had their taxes doub­
led." 

The county education district 
levy, however, decrease~ from 
$4.72 in 1988 to $2.36 this year 
for commercial property. 

The Maricopa County Board of 
Supervisors officially set the 
1989 tax rates this week. 

In addition, the supervisors set 
rates for all taxing authorities in 
the county, including cities, 
towns and school districts. 

The board set the county 
property tax at $1.57 for each 
$100 of assessed valuation 
that's about $157 a year for a 
house valued at $100,000. A 
property, owner with a h<?use ?f 

· the same V!3lue would have paid 

DAILY N~WS-SUN. August 17, 1989 

about $164.71 last year. 
The county tax rate, paid by 

residents in both municipalities 
and unincorporated areas, in­
cludes property tax bills for nine 
rates, including flood-control 
projects, libraries, fire districts 
and the community college dis­
trict. 

The majority of the assess­
ment district truces for this fiscal 
year remained the same or de­
creased from 1988 rates, Nelson 
said. 

The 1989 fiscal year began 
July 1. 

Even though the tax rate is 
going up 'for some areas, hc:ne­
owners may not see an increase 
in their property taxes. The 
value of the house may go up or 
down for 1989. If the value de­
clines, it could offset the rate 
increase so that taxes could be­
about the same or less. 

Homeowners should refer to 
the valuation notices mailed to 
them in January by the county 
assessor's office for the value of 
their property. 

In addition to the rates that 
all county residents pay, cities, 
towns and special districts have 
separate tax rates set by the 
county. 

Of the 23 incorporated cities 
and towns in the county, five 
increased their tax rates and six 
others lowered their rate. 
Twelve city tax rates remained 
the same. 

Peoria and Surprise lowered 
their rates, while Glendale re- -
mained the same. EI Mirage and 
Youngtown do not- have tax 
rates. 

"Sun City residents aren't the 
only property owners who will 
see increases. Cities and town 
have their own rates and some 
school districts have taxes that 
went up significantly," Nelson 

SeeT~,A4 

• may rise 
-From Al 
said. "For example, if you were 
to compare identical houses in 
Sun City and Peoria, you would 
pay a lot more property true in 
Peoria." 

In 1988, a person with a 
$100,000 home living in the 
Dysart Unified School District, 
covering El Mirage and Sur­
prise, paid $696 in taxes for the 
year. This year, taxes for the 
same house will pay $790. 

Although property tax bills for 
the Peoria Unified School Dis­
trict will be lower this year, a 
resident in a $100,000 home will 
still pay $740. 

Larry Mortensen, business 
manager at Dysart Unified, said 
the increased levy is due to 
school construction. 

"Growth is definitely a factor 
when you talk about school 
taxes. We have a new school 
(Kingswood Parke Elementary) 
next week," Mortensen said. 
"It's strictly an economics pic­
ture. We (the district) arejust on 
the edge of the last growth spurt 
in the West Valley. We're th!;? 
next to grow even more." 
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t)~~l1y: D~l1't chClllenge school tax i1 
a/JACQUE.PAPPAS . , · . . ·. . a sleepin~ ~og lie.;, \ · . . put your legislaro'rs in a bind," De~y saicL~ 
Daily News-Sun staff . . . The ongmal tax was ruled unconst1tu- "It would be much easier for us (Northwest'( · 'i: SUN CITY · - Sen. Bob Denny urged ~ional in July by a Maricopa County Super- Valley le~slators) to fight if we stay on th~.$ 
members of the Sun City Taxpayers Asso- 1or Court Judge. · level playing field that we now have. Let's 0 -; 

ci~tion (SCTA) Tuesday not to challenge the While the court ruling was pending, Ari- face it, Democrats don't like you (Sun Citi:~._. 
n~w Sun City sch,ool tax in court. zona lawmakers passed a new revenue ans) and getting rid of the tax altogether· .f 
.:_Two ~TA mem~~ who filed a _lawsuit package giving areas Jike ·the _Sun Cities will just alldw them to pass a new one." . \~;1 
challengmg the ongmal !-8,X, ~d last ~d . Youngtown not m or~amzed school Plaintiffs Ken Larkin and Murray Ka.rs~ ,.1 
~anth that they may_ consider taking the districts a tax bre~. · . . ten said they will not decide whether to file " 
new school tax now m place to court as The new~ cut m half the quahfymg tax a new lawsuit n fi 1 rul ' • • :.:· 
well • .. rate of $4.72 imposed on businesses and un_i a ma _mg is ~ven ~0 

· ~ · . . ped h ~ h on a case now• m progress m Mancopa ;>-,, 
.: B~t. Denny, R-L1tchfiel~ Park, said chal- cap t e ·tax ,or omeowners at $1.04 County Superior Court. ,Q 
lengmg the new tax, which more than cut after a 56 percent rebate. . . - .. 
ill' half the property tax on edu~tion first · The original bill levied the full $4.72 on . Denny ~1d repe~hng the school tax no';" ."·'.~ 

· levied on unorganized school · districts, businesses and would have truced home- m pla~e 1s a_l~ i:isky because the state s -~ .:: 
would put Northwest Valley legislators in a owners the same amount by 1997. . financial stab1hty 1s on roc~y ground. - '!} 
birid. " . . Denny said challenging the new tax could "I anticipate a $500 to $700 million defi-:§ 
:· ="I and·the others who represent you were pave the way for legislators to true areas cit next year. So if you're askillg if taxes';,~1 

. really amazed that we got what we got. It like Sun City~ even higher amount with- will be raised next year, they will be,"~f 
~s especially important from the business oµt violating Arizona's constitution. Denny said. "If you raise $500 millio? •,':\,. 
end, since several stores in Sun City liave · "There is nothing in taxation that is fair, worth of truces that just takes care of one ~?:."-' 
filed for Chapter 11," Denny said. "I would put challenging the new tax would put us year. It doesn't take care of new pro'grams'· :} 
caution you, for a number of reasons, to let ni,ne legislators in a very deep pocket. Don't or future expenditures." · 'j 
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Sun Cities Inde endent 

School tax ruled unconstitutional 
Judge to decide 
if local residents 
entitled to refund 

A school tax imposed lasL 
year on unincorporated com­
munities outside organized 
school districts has been de­
clared unconstitutional by aV 
Arizona Tax Court judge. 

William T. Moroney, a Su­
perior Court judge who pre­
sides over the Arizona Tax 
Court, ruled the lax illegal 
because, in one year alone, il 
raised nearly $8 million more 
than was necessary to accom­
plish its educational purpose. 

"The court holds that a tax 

imposed by a statute 
graduated to increase sharply 
over a span of years, which 
collects four times as much 
revenue in its first year as is 
necessary lo accomplish the 
object of the tax, is not 
reasonably related to the object 
of the tax," said Judge 
Moroney in an 18-page ruling 
hamlcd down July 24. 

The judge noted that in the 
first year of the tax, close to 
$10 million was collected. 

The cost of educating chil­
dren living outside organized 
school districts was $2.5 mil­
lion. 

The judge is expected to 
decide later this month if Sun 
Citians will be entitled to a 
refund. 

A lawsuit questioning the 
legality of the tax was insti­
gated last fall by the Sun City 
Taxpayers Association. 

Ken Larkin, president of 
SCTA, called the ruling a 
"victory" for Sun Cilians. 

The tax was passed by the 
stale Legislature last summer 
and was made retroactive lo 
Jan. 1, 1988. 

Residents of the Sun Cities 
were required to pay school 
taxes of 50 cents per $100 of 
assessed valuation the first 
year. The lax was to increase 
50 cents each year through 
1996, when il would have 
been capped al $4.72. 

Arca businesses, however, 

See TAX,page 3 

were hit with the full $4. 72 
per $100 of asscss&f~aluation · 
in 1988. 

from $4.72 to $2.36. In addi- . , the support we receive~Urom 
tion, local homeo\Yners are .: Sun'City, Sun City W,est and 
eligible for a state rebate that' · , ... the Property·· Owrters and 
would drop their tax rate to · · Residents Association," says Instead of going directly lo 

education, the collected tax 
was distributed into the state's 
general fund. 

Earlier this year, the Legis­
lature revised the school tax, 
commonly referred to as the 
Sun City school tax. 

The maximum rate was cut 

$ 1.04. Mr. Larkin. 
Mr. Larkin says the lawsuit 

cost SCT A $48,500 in attor­
ney and court fees. More than 
$14,000 of that, he says, was 
donated by individual resi­
dents. 

"We're very appreciative of 

As of press time, no word 
had come from the attorney 
general's office as to whether 
the state plans to appeal the 
ruling. 



VF - TAXES , SCHOOL 

'j 

state·to return / 
SC school tax 
How or when yet to be 
decided; state expected 
to appeal cou_rt decision 

By PEG KEITH 
Sun Cities Independent 

After ~o years of paying what 
some residents feel is an unfair 
school tax, Sun Citians may be 
finally in for a tax refund. 

A Superior Court judged has 
ordered a tax refund for those 
residents who paid a special 
"Sun City School Tax" in 1988. 

'f!le tax, imposed by the state 
Legislature on all residents living 
o~tside organized school dis­
tncts, was ruled unconstitutional 
last year. 

And, although a newly-revised 
tax has since been imposed, the 
fate of taxes paid toward the 
original levy had been undecided 
until last week. 

According to Ken Larking of 
~e Sun City Taxpayers Associa­
tion, there has been no decision 
on how or when the money that 
was collected will be returned. 

It is expected, though, that the 
refund will come in the fonn of a 
tax credit. 

Mr. Larkin adds that the state 
might appeal the recent court de­
cision, which was made by 
Judge William T. Moroney. 

To date, the S_un _City Taxpay-

See TAX, Page 2 
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ers Association has spent 
$83,000 to contest the state Leg­
islature's imposition of the "Sun 
City School Tax." 

In Sun City West, the Property 
Owners Residents Association 
collected nearly $7,000 to help 
defray the costs of litigation, and 
nearly $8,000 has been donated 
from other sources, according to 
Ken Larkin, outgoing SCT A 
president. 

Attorneys fees and court costs 
are among the issues still to be 
resolved, says Mr. Larkin. 

Arthur W. Pederson, attorney 
representing SCT A, gave a 
progress report on matters related 
to the lawsuit this week, as a 
preface to the SCT A annual 
meeting at Oakmont auditorium. 

"Where we stand in the litiga­
tio9 .. at this point, we are 
ahead," says Mr. Pederson. 

•~we're not sure that the state is 
plahning to appeal. We me!)'. be 
loo,c.ing at two years in theCourt ; 
of Appeals." ~ .... ;-1! ·-~ 

As a result 6Nhe tax, ·lfo~sllys, ¥- ~ 
the: State collectcif .. a levy-in the · ·· 
Ji~t year that amounted to more 
than $10 million. 

The stated cause of the tax (as 
required by the Arizona Consti­
tution) was a need for $2.5 mil­
lion to educate the children living 
ou~ide organized school dis­
triqts, who were ~mending public . 
schools. 

Essentially, we accepted the 
state's figures, says Mr. Peder­
sori. In studying the issue, he 
found that in Navajo County the 
annualized cost_ for transporting 
one child from an unorganized 

. sch_ool district to a public school 
carried a price tag of $42,000. 

•~we did not get into the 
s¢.cifics," s·ays Mr. Pederson. 
But, he continues, it raised a 
question. Was that amount the 
pun;hase cost of a new BMW, or 
a Mercedes, annualized to trans- · 

· port one child to school?" · 
Seven counties were impacted 

by the tax, Mr. Pederson says. In 
Saqta Cfl:lz County there were 

I 

apparently no children living in 
unorganized school districts who 
were attending public schools. 

The ·supcrior·court ruling that 
the tax was unconstitutional did 
not resolve the issue of what to 
do with the money that was col­
lected for 1988. 

The state Legislature repealed 
the 1988 statute, and, in 1989, 
substituted a new law. 

There is no litigation pending 
regarding the new tax, the lawyer 
says. While he didn't have the . 

exact words at hand, he says, the 
stated purpose of the new law 
essentially, is to aid in schodl 
educational assistance. 

Mr. Pederson says that·the at­
tempt by the Legislature was, 
generally, to help balance the 
budget by assessing the tax. 

''There well may be attempts to_ 
take the law and broaden it for 
people who don't live in orga­
nized districts," he says. "They 
will continue to collect the (new) 
tax due in 1990, until the Court 

decides." 
He concludes, "The new law 

changed the purpose and the 
amount" 
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StOte told · to refund 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - The state will 
have to refund more than $10 
million in property taxes col­
lected illegally in 1988, a Su­
perior Court judge said at an 
informal hearing Monday. 

Nearly 70,000 property own­
ers in areas outside of organized 
school districts should get the 
refund next year - unless, of 

course, the state has an appeal these meetings." somebody." 
in the works. The issue during the hearings But Moroney said the state, 

Judge William T. Moroney, was whether the state or the throu.gh the Department of 
who heads the Arizona Tax county should bear the. financial Revenue or treasurer's office, 
Court, said Monday he will soon burden of refunding the illegal must provide the necessary 
issue a final judgment on the so- property tax on education. \ funds to the Maricopa County 
called Sun City school tax case. . "The major stumbling block Assessor's Office to process the 

"I have made some decisions," in this (case) is who is going to refunds. . 
Moroney said at a fourth in- carry the financial load," Mor- Although the final ruling 
formal hearing called to discuss oney said. "I think that there : could be altered, Moroney said 
the details of the case. "Hope- was no way not to make this an truces collected in 1988 would be 
fully, this will be the last of administrative burden for credited to property owners and 

-From Al 

'.ity, Ariz. Tuesday, Feb. 27, 1990 For the record AS proposals with the court Friday. 
At the informal hearing, 

Moroney said the state would 
have to provide the principle 
and interest or arrange for the 
county treasurer to draft a spe­
cial account from which the 
funds will be drawn. 

" a victory for Maricopa 
County because we are going to 
get money up front to process· 
the refund. The state was trying 
to force them to pay the money 
themselves," Leibsohn said. 
"The only burden is that the 
county will have initial admin­
istrative fees and will have to 
make time and plan for the 
refund." 

Refund will come. 
from state purse Moroney said the county 

would bill the state for admin­
istrative costs as well. 

Maricopa County Treasurer 
Glenn Stapley said he was not 
exactly sure how the refund 
would be issued, but did say 
taxpayers would most likely be 
given a one-time credit option. 

Rachelle Z. Leibsohn, an at­
torney representing the county, 
said the judge's decisions are a 
~ 

The tax was taken to Superior 
Court in November 1988 by Sun 
Citians Ken Larkin and Murray' 
Karsten. · 

The tax levied on the Sun 
Cities, Youngtown and about 22 
other unorganized school dis­
tricts in the state, was part of a 
multi-million-dollar tax bill 
signed into law in 1988. 
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State cancels 
appeal plans 
for school tax 
By JACQUE PAPPAS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - The state will 
not appeal a judge's ruling to 
refund more than $10 million in 
property taxes collected illegally 
in 1988. . ./ 

Superior Court Judge William 
T. Moroney issued a final ruling 
on the so-called Sun City school 
tax case in April, ordering a full 
refund to nearly 70,000 property 
owners in areas outside of 
school districts. 

The only roadblock to the re­
fund was the possibility of an 
appeal by the state, which some 
Said could have delayed the case 
by two years. 

But the deadline to file·., p.n 
appeal passed last Thursday" as 
state officials said the chances 
of overturning the ruling were 
slim. 

"After ·consulting with the 
attorney general's office, we felt 

· we would not have success in 
the appeal," said Susan Carson, 
public information officer for the 
Arizona Department of Reve­
nue. "The legal issues are not in 
our favor." 

In addition to the refund, the 
state has to pay $85,000 in in­
terest each month.~So far, the 
interest has accumulated to 
nearly $2 million. · , 

William Hostetler, an at­
torney representing the state, 
said the interest factor was most 
likely one reason department 
officials decided not to appeal 
the case. · 

"I think the interest had to 
figure into the equation," Hos­
tetler said. "An appeal could 
have lasted two years and with 
interest pilinf up at about 
$3,000 a day it s a costly chance 
to take an appeal." 

The Maricopa County Treas­
urer's Office is responsible for 
the initial administrative effort 
to get the refund out to the 
taxpayers. More thjin ha lf of the 
property affected is in the Sun 
Cities and Youngtown. 

Treasurer Glenn Stapley said 
t~e office has established a spe­
cial account for · the refund 
which is expected to be supplied 
with monies from the state 
general fund. 

Stapley said taxes collected in 
1988 will be credited to property 
owners and applied to real 
property taxes due Oct. 1, 1990. 
Property owners will be mailed 
a voucher they can use for the 
tax payment. ' 

A cash refund will be avail­
able from July 2, '1990, to June 
30, 1991, for those who owned 
affected property in 1988 but 
have since sold it, Stapley said. 
The former property owners will 
have to fill out a type of affida­
vit for payment. 

"It's a very complex problem 
for us but we hope to make it 
simple for the people," Stapley 
said. "There's been a big own­
ership change." 

An estimated 39 percent of 
the property owners who paid 
illegal taxes on educa tion have 
since sold the property, Stapley 
said. 1 

Records show that about 9,000 
of the 47,000 parcels of property 
assessed the illegal tax in 1988 

. changed hands by 1989. 
The tax was challenged in 

Superior Court in November 
1988 by Sun Citians Ken Lar­
kin and Murray K.arsten. 

In July 1989, Moroney ruled 
the property tax on education 
unconstitutional, saying that it 
See Refunds, A5 
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• given 
-From Al 
did not collect monies for its 
intended purpose. 

The tax, levied on the Sun 
Cities, Youngtown and about 22 
other unorganized school dis­
t ricts in the state, was part of a 
multi-million dolla r tax bill 
signed into law in 1988. 

The bill imposed a levy of 50 
cents for each $100 of assessed 
valuation on residential prop­
erty and $4.72 per $100 of as­
sessed valuation on business 
and residential property. 

The owner of a $100,000 home 
paid $50 and will get the total 
amount, plus interest, as a re­
fund. 

About $131,000 in legal fees 
have been ordered to be reim­
bursed to the plaintiff. The 
amount includes fees for a spe­
cial action application that was 
denied by the Arizona Supreine 
Court. 

The Sun City Taxpayers As­
sociation and a number of local 
organizations and residents do­
nated to the legal defense fund . 

Larkin, a member of the 
Taxpayers Association board, 
said he is surprised that the 
state did not appeal the case. 

"I am very happy but as­
tonished they didn't appeal. I 
thought they would want to 
stall this as long as they could 
because the state is short of 
money," Larkin said. "At one 
point, the state asked if we 
would be willing to accept 
payment over a three-year pe­
riod. I guess they are going to 
try and pay for this by raising 
other taxes or doing away with 
our 56 percent property tax 
rebate." 

A plan to balance the state's 
budget by increasing property 
taxes by $95.6 million was pro­
posed by House and Senate 
leaders last week. 



Dysart de-annexation drive starts 
Reduction in taxes 

,,, 

sought by retirees 
. - . 

By Angela Rabago-Muss! 
The Arizona Republic 

A group of retirees trying to get out of 
the Dysart Unified School District has 

1 scheduled six days to gather signatures to 
I force a vote on the issue. 

Citizens for Tax Equity, made up of 

I 
residents of the Sun City West expansion 
area, is organizing the petition drive. 

/ Members of the group will have de-
annexation petitions available from 8 a.m. 

,I 

to noon Tuesday through Thursday and 
Aug. 26-28 at the Palm Ridge Recreation 
Center, 13800 W. Deer Valley Drive, Sun 
City West. 

To get on the ballot, each petition needs 
enough signatures to equal 10 percent of the 
district's registered voters. There are about 
12,000 registered voters in the district, so 
about 1,200 signatures are needed. De-annexation petitions have been drawn 

for four areas: The group also will have petitions calling 
for the recall of board member Pamela 
Justice. 

• Sun Village, a retirement community of 
about 1,400 residences in Surprise. 

• Youngtown. 
• The Sun City West expansion area, 

which has been divided into two parts for 
the purpose of the de-annexation. 

About 200 signatures are needed to force 
a recall election. 

If enough signatures are gathered, both 
measures likely would go to a vote in 
March, said T. Rae Zapata of the Maricopa 
County School Superintendent's Office. 

As a result, four petitions will be 
available. Eleanor Nelson. vice president of 
Citizens for Tax Equity, said district 
residents who want all these areas out of the 
district should sign all four petitions. 

Residents of the Sun City West expansion 
area say they want out of the district in 
order to have the same tax rate that their 

Dysart de-annexation. begins 
- DYSART , from Page 1 
base with de-annexation. The Sun 
City West area represents about 
one-quarter of the districrs property 
value. 

She said she believes the retire­
ment communities wi ll get enough 
signatures to force a vote. 

Project KIDS (Keep Improving 
Dysart Schools), a group of district 
supporters who campaigned for 

+ overrides and bonds, will work 
against de-annexation. she said. 

"We're getting ready to meet 
again." Villanueva said. " We are 
going to have to get together and 
find out what we can do." 

In order for the areas to be 
de-annexed, "yes" votes are needed 

from a maJonty of those voting 
both inside and outside the areas 
that want to be de-annexed. 

The Sun City West group has 
split the community in two to try to 
get a majority vote. 

That way, each side (about 1,500 
residences each) can vote for the 
other's de-annexation, Nelson said. 

Since many retirees travel during 
the summer, Nelson said, the group 
is relying on the people still in town 
to collect enough petition signa­
tures. 

Angela Rabago-M1111i - lie qioohed-et-
780-7127 
e-mail. 

neighbors in the older section of Sun City 
West and Sun City pay. 

Residents in those two areas pay a school 
tax rate of $2.20 per $100 of assessed 
property value because they de-annexed 
from the Dysart and Peoria school districts 
more than 15 years ago. Expansion-area 
residents pay nearly three times that -
$6.33 per $100. 

Dysart officials oppose the de-annex­
ation. Tax rates for other district residents 
will rise if the retirement community gets 
out of the district, they say. 

Board member Rachel Villanueva said 
the district would lose too much of its tax 

- Please see DYSART, Page 2 
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+Group told to kee uiet on schools 
Low profile urged for Sun Cities education," he said. ''.The less we 

say about schools, the better we 
are out here." 

By Jeff Nelson 
Special to Community 

SUN CITY - Saying they don't 
pay as much so they shouldn't say 
as much, a member of the Sun City 
Taxpayers Association has asked 
the group to stay out of the 
discussion of education reform. 

tion's board of directors Tuesday 
that getting involved in education 
legislation would attract negative 
publicity to the association. • 

That's because residents in the 
Sun Cities pay less school taxes 
than non-retirees in the surround­
ing areas, he said. 

"We have a bad reputation with 
the rest of the state in the area of 

Meyers said he often hears Sun 
Citians called "cheapies" because 
of their reputation for not paying 
school taxes. 

While Sun City and Sun City 
West residents live in an unincor­
porated area outside of a school 
district, they pay property taxes 
for education equal to $2.36 per Alvin Meyers told the· associa-

TAX 
From Page 1 

so.id the group can't sit by idlv as 
the educational system cont~ues 
to deteriorate. 

"Are you happy with what has 
happened in education in the last 
40 years?" Cowles asked Meyers 
"I'm not. · 

"I think that we in Sun City 
have a damned good right to be 
mad," he said. "We have a right to 
expect better and that's why we· 
should be involved in this issue." 

The heated discussion erupted 
after Ruth Papsdorf, a member of 
the board of directors and a retired 
teacher, asked the directors to pass 
an educational policy statement. 

The statement will be used by 
the association to judge all the 
education bills that come before· 
the state Legislature this session. 

The 1 ½-page document states 
that the schools should return to 
proven. J:?ethods of teaching read­
mg, wntmg and mathematics. 

It states that the association 
should lobby against any bills that 
promote "present-day fads or cul­
tural divisivene~" 

"The::;e are negative and harm­
ful," it states. 

In addition, it st.ates that schools 
should -work to instill values, 
respect and responsibility in chil­
dren. 

The policy statement was passed 
by 7-4 vote, with directors Meyers, 
Kenneth Larkin, Lyle Heidemann 

· and Basil Barwell voting against 
it. 

Those who voted for the policy 
said they do contribute money to 
the . education pot and, therefore, 
have a right to say how those 

:::. do~ars are spent. 

$100 of assessed valuation. 
Those who live in school dis­

tricts pay much more. 
For instance, property owners 

who reside in the nearby Peoria 
Unified School District pay $7.75 
per $100 of assessed valuation. 

Sun City and Youngtown were 
part of the Peoria Unified School 
District but they withdrew in 1974, 
and Sun City West withdrew from 
the Dysart Unified School District 

in 1981 through mutual agreement 
with the school districts. 

District officials had complained 
that bond elections were voted 
down by residents in the retire­
ment communities. 

Not all members of the associa­
tion shared Meyer's advice to stay 
out of the fight. 

Cliff Cowles, president of the 
23,000-member taxpayers group, 

See TAX, Page 3 

Some of the directors at Tues­
day's meeting blamed the news 
media, in part, for their reputation 
i::lS "anti-children." 

They are particularly angry 
,vith Arizona Republic cartoonist 
Steve Benson, who made blood 
pressures rise with his drawings of 
Sun City residents running over 
children in their golf carts. 

Papsdorf said the educational 
policy was written in hopes of 
giving the association and Sun 
City "good public relations with 
the public." 
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Del We~b lobbies 
for Dysart schools 
By JONATHAN DALTON 
Daily News-Sun staff 

Del Webb Corp.',s interest in an 
upcoming school bond election is not 
a signal of the developer's per­

· manent entrance into the political 
arena, a company official said Mon- : 
day. 

On March 14, the Dysart Unified 
.School District will ask its reside nts 
to approve a $25-million bond issue 
and a $1.4-million budget override. 

Webb and other developers coming 
to Surprise are combining forces to 
try and help the dis trict pass the 
bond issue and override. 

The bond election will be Del 
Webb's second foray into politics in 
the past year. Last year, the company 
was criticized for taking an active 
role in the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City West Governing Board 
elections. · 

But John Waldron, Webb's director 
of public relations, said the assist­
ance his company is offering to 
Dysart is a case of neighbor helping 
neighbor. 

"We have a lot of residents who 
are actively participating in the 
school district," said Waldron, who• 
added that . Webb is unconcerned 
about negative feedback for its in­
volve ment. "We want to actively par­
ticipate in getting the information 
about the election out to the folks in 
the expansion area." 

Sun City and most of Sun City West 
long ago voted themselves out of the 
school district, but sections I of the 
latest Sun City West expansion area 
are part of the Dysart District. About 
500 homes are located within the 
expansion area north of Deer Valley 
Drive, Waldron said. 

"We want to make sure our resi-

'We-want to a~tively participate 
in getting the information 
about the election out to the 
folks in the expansion area. . .. . 
We want to make sure our resi­
dents know what's going on 
next door.' 

- John Waldron, 
director of public relations 

Del Webb Corp. 

dents know what's going on next 
door," Waldron said. "We think our 
r esid ents know what's involved and 
that the district has a game plan laid 
out for the bond." 

If the bond issue is approved, the 
Dysart District will use the bonds to 
fund construction of elementary 
schools - and possibly a new middle 
school - in Surprise's western ex­
pansion area. 

More than 14,500 family units will 
be built in Surprise over the next 
decade, raising the district's popula­
tion far above the combined capacity 
of the four e lementary schools, mid­
dle school and high school. 

Elementary schools cost about $7 
million to build, with high schools 
carrying · a price tag closer to $20 
million or $30 million. 

Because of the district's remaining 
obligation from its 1987 bond issue, 
only $7 million of the $25 million in 
bonds could be sold if the voters 
approve this bond issue, district of­
ficial s said. The rest could be sold 
over a six-year pe riod. 
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Residents niay split from Dysart district 
■ From A1 

said Cirillo. "We have set up a 
committee to work on the 
matter and get the state to 
draft legislation for next 
spring. 

"One of the original objec­
tives was that retirement 
communities should be in a 
general school district," Ciri­
llo said. "I don't think it is 
PORA's place to tell the peo­
ple who live in the Deer Val­
ley expansion area how they 
should vote on the Dysart 
bond issue. 

Expansion area resident 
Eleanor Nelson said the 
problem faced by her neigh­
bors goes beyond just the up­
coming bond vote. 

"Residents in the Sun City 

• .. 

West expansion area, units 52 
and up, are in the Dysart 
Unified School District," Nel­
son told PORA directors. 
"School taxes are included in 
their property tax bills. The 
rest of Sun City West is not in 
a school district, and pays a 
very minimal amount ' in lieu' 
of school taxes. 

" Expansion area home­
owners are also paying more 
tax money for education than 
most of the parents of the 
children who attend the 
schools." 

Nelson said if the residents 
are successful in defeating the 
upcoming bond issue next 
month, the residents will work 
on getting de-annexed from 
the school district. 

"Like the rest of Sun City 

West, we will no longer pay 
school taxes," Nelson said. 
"Th·at's tax equity. We will try 
to get signatures of 10 percent 
of district voters to request 
that a vote on de-annexation 
take place. 

"This is how the old Sun 
City West got out of the school 
district about 15 years ago," 
Nelson said. 

According to · figures re­
leased by the school district, if 
the school bond is approved 
by voters, expansion area 
residents living in a home 
valued at $150,000 will pay 
nearly $1,000 in additional 
school taxes over the five year 
term of the bond. 

School officials said resi­
dents who own a home valued 
at $150,000 will pay an addi-

tional $46.50 in taxes the first 
year, $130.50 the second year , 
$204 the third year, $274 the 
fourth year and $342 the fifth 
year. 

Alex Perez, Dysart Unified 
School District business 
manager, said the rates are 
based on a 4 percent increase 
in assessed values over the 
five-year term. 

Nelson said she was never 
told about the Dysart taxes 
when she purchased her new 
home from Del Webb. 

Contrary to what expansion 
residents say about not know­
ing they were moving into a 
school district, a spokesman 
for Webb said that is simply 
not true. 

"The public report we give 
to people doesn't disclose to 
folks that they are in a school 
district, but it does list an an­
ticipated tax of that area," 
said John Waldron, Del Webb 
manager of public and com­
munity relations. "Residents 
do have an idea of what the 
tax in that area will be and 
that. tax rate does represent 
they are in a school district. 

"There is some confusion in 
the expansion area," he said. 
"Everyone in Sun City West 
pays school taxes; old area or 
new area. 

"However, the original area 
pays an unincorporated rate 
and a community college tax," 
he said. "I am not sure what 
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individual residents were told. 
Whether they're in a school 
district or not doesn't matte r, 
but a tax rate was anticipated 
in a public report they read 
when they sign off. Potential 
residents have a good idea of 
what taxes they will be paying 
before they move in." 

"Residents of the expansion 
area in Sun City West should 
be treated in the same man­
ner as all other Westers," said 
Cliff Cowles Jr. of Sun City, 
president of the Northwest 
Valley Taxpayers Association. 
" In a ll fairness , their tax 
status should be the same as 
the rest of the community. 
Legislation should be enacted 
to accomplish this with all due 
haste." 
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Residents rriay split from Dysart district 
■ From A1 

said Cirillo. "We have set up a 
committee to work on the 
matter and get the state to 
draft legi slation for next 
spring. 

"One of the original objec­
tives was that retirement 
communities should be in a 
general school district," Ciri­
llo said. "I don't think it is 
PORA's place to tell the peo­
ple who live in the Deer Val­
ley expansion area how they 
should vote on the Dysart 
bond issue. 

Expansion area resident 
El eanor Nelson sa id the 
problem faced by her neigh­
bors goes beyond just the up­
coming bond vote. 

"Residents in the Sun City 
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West expansion area, units 52 
and up, are in the Dysart 
Unified School District," Nel­
so n told PORA directors. 
"School taxes are included in 
their property tax bills. The 
rest of Sun City West is not in 
a school district, and pays a 
very minimal amount 'in lieu' 
of school taxes. 

"Expansion area home­
owners are also paying more 
tax money for education than 
most of the pare nts of the 
children who attend the 
schools." 

Nelson said if the residents 
are successful in defeating the 
upcoming bond issue next 
month, the residents will work 
on getting de-annexed from 
the school district. 

"Like the rest of Sun City 
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West, we will no longer pay 
school taxes," Nelson said. 
"That's tax equity. We will try 
to get signatures of 10 percent 
of district voters to request 
that a vote on de-annexation 
take place. 

"This is how the old Sun 
City West got out of the school 
district about 15 years ago," 
Nelson said. 

According to ·figures re­
leased by the school district, if 
the school bond is approved 
by voters, expansion area 
residents living in a home 
valued at $150,000 will pay 
nearly $1,000 in additional 
school taxes over the five year 
term of the bond. 

School officials said resi­
dents who own a home valued 
at $150,000 will pay an addi-

tional $46.50 in taxes the first 
year , $130.50 the second year, 
$204 the third year, $274 the 
fourth year and $342 the fifth 
year. 

Alex Perez, Dysart Unified 
School Dis trict business 
manager, said the rates are 
based on a 4 percent increase 
in assessed values over the 
five-year term. 

Nelson said she was never 
told about the Dysart taxes 
when she purchased her new 
home from Del Webb. 

Contrary to what expansion 
residents say about not know­
ing they were moving into a 
school district, a spokesman 
for Webb said that is simply 
not tn:e. 

"The public report we give 
to people doesn't disclose to 
folks that they are in a school 
district, but it does list an an­
ticipated tax of that area," 
said John Waldron, Del Webb 
manager of public and com­
munity relations. "Residents 
do have an idea of what the 
tax in that area will be and 
that . tax rate does represent 
they are in·a school district. 

"There is some confusion in 
the expansion area," he said. 
"Everyone in Sun City West 
pays school taxes; old area or 
new area. 

"However , the original area 
pays an unincorporated rate 
and a community college tax," 
he said. "I am not sure what 

individual residents were told. 
Whether they're in a school 
district or not doesn't matter, 
but a tax rate was anticipated 
in a public report they read 
when they sign off. Potential 
residents have a good idea of 
what taxes they will be paying 
before they move in." 

"Residents of the expansion 
area in Sun City West should 
be treated in the same man­
ner as all other Westers," said 
Cliff Cowles Jr. of Sun City, 
president of the Northwest 
Valley Taxpayers Association. 
" In all fairness, their tax 
status should be the same as 
the rest of the community. 
Legislation should be enacted 
to accomplish this with all due 
haste." 
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Sun City West group 
wants out of Dysart 
By PAUL DAGOSTINO 
Staff writer 

sue. 
Members of Citizens for Tax 

Equity at the meeting rejected 
the proposal with a "resound­
ing no," Jones said. 

school district; the rest of the 
community was de-annexed in 
a 1981 election. The expan­
sion area is shared by the 
Dysart and Peoria school dis­
tricts. 

SUN CITY WEST - Lead­
ers of a group of residents in 
the Sun City West expansion 
area Monday told Dysa rt 
school district officials they 
want to be 

"Unless it's solved at the 
legislative level, the big ineq­
uity of the tax rate, there is no 
solution from their point of 
view," Jones said. 

Voters twice rejected a $25 
million bond issue in the 
March primary and in the May 
general e lection. In both e lec­
tions, members of Citizens for 
Tax Equity mobilized to vote 
against the issue because they 
claim they pay more in school 
taxes than many of the par­
ents who have children in 
Dysart schools. 

de-annexed ► Related 
from the 
school dis- __ s_to_ry_,_A_J __ 

Padnick, spokesman for 
Citizens for Tax Equity, said 
he would not support any 
bond issue even though in the 
past he indicated he might by 
saying "let them apply (for 
bond funds) as they need it," 
referring to the school district 
asking voters for less than the 
$25 million originally pro­
posed. 

trict. 
But William Jones, interim 

superintendent, said the dis­
trict is against allo\ving ex­
pansion-area residtmts to de­
annex. 

Jones and Jesus de la Garza, 
incoming superintendent, met 
with Sol Padnick and. eight 
other .members of Citizens for 
Tax Equity at Padnick's home 
in an effort to get them to 
support a $10 million bond is-

The expansion area and the 
commercial core are the only 
portions of Sun City West 
which are in an organized 

School district officials ad­
mit that expansion area resi­
dents pay more in school 
taxes than other district resi­
dents. But they said that 
doesn't negate the need for 
the district to prepare for 

► See Dysart rejects, A6 

Dysart rejects 
de-annexation 
■ From A1 

rapid growth. In Surprise 
alone the population is ex­
pecte d increase from 7,500 to 
65,000 in 10 years. 

Many of those reside nts will 
be families with children, 
Surprise officials said. Cur­
rently Dysart schools are 
filled to capacity and need 
money to biuld new schools 
and repair and rennovate ex­
isting ones, district officials 
have said. 

But the money won't · come 
easily because Citize ns for 
Tax Equity have vowed to 
oppose future bond issues, 
which is why district officials 
have been trying to negotiate 
with them. Officials said those 
residents were in part re­
sponsible for defeat of the 
bond issu e, officials have said. 

Residents who live in the 
exansion area vote at King­
swood Elementary School , 
which is where a majority of 
votes in opposition to the 
bond issue were cast, accord­
ing to election records. 

Currently about 600 to 800 
residents live in the expan­
sion area, according to Ed 
Cirillo, president of PORA. 
When Del Webb Corp. is fin­
ished building homes in the 
area, there will be about 2,000 
res idents, Cirillo said. 

- - - - - '"'--· - - . 

School district officials, at 
least for the last two weeks, 
have been trying to reach an 
agreement with Citizens for 
Tax Equity. 

A month ago Barney Car­
denas, Maricopa County Elec­
tions coord inator, said he 
mai led the state statues gov­
erning de-annexation of a 
school district to an expansion 
area resident. 

Expansion area residents 
and the remaining residents 
in the Dysart Unified School 
District need to agree on a de­
annexation proposal. 

"Both parties · have to say 
yes for it to occur," Cardenas 
said. 

The procedure for de­
annexation: 
■ First, expansion area 

residents have to ge t 10 per­
ce nt of the 7,754 residents in 
the · school district to sign a 
petition in favor of de-
annexation. _ 
■ Then , the Maricopa 

County Elections Department 
verifi es authenticity of the 
petition signatures. 
■ If the va lid signatures 

re present more than 10 per­
cent of district residents, the 
Maricopa County Superin­
tendent of Schools calls for a 
districtwide e lection on the 
de-annexation question. 
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Dysart deannexation drive skids to halt 
I- By ANGELA MULL e lections d epartment two · 10,789 registered vote rs. week The problem, he said, is passed in 1987. 

Staff writer plans for working toward Koch said he is getting im- in getting voters outside of the The total rate would even­
·deannexation - one that has patient waiting for Romley's Sun City West expansion area tually drop to match the $2.20 

Plans by the sun City West the groups working separately opinion, although he is not and Sun Village to agree to per $100 paid by those in the 
1 Citizens for Tax Equity and and one that has them work- required to have it before the deannexation. Both the unorganized school district. 
~ the Sun Village Citize ns for ing together. The plans were deciding how to proceed. voters trying to get out of the 

5 
Tax Equity to deannex from turned over to Maricopa " We expect them to do district and those who would 
the Dysart Unified School County Attorney Rick Romley, something s.oon or we're going remain have to approve 
District are on hold. but he has yet to examine to have to decide what to do deannexation. 

The groups decided in Oc- them, said T. Rae Zapata, the ourselves," he said. "We don't 
tober to seek deannexation, superintende nt's election di- absolutely need the ir .help." 
citing the fact that the rest of rector. Koch said so far he does not 
Sun City West has a lowe r ~omley has a heavy work- prefer either plan, although it 
total tax rate. However, prog- load, she said, but added that would cost less money to have 
ress has been slow because he knows the plans are there. a joint effort 

Once both groups agree on a 
plan, Koch said he expects to 
have the required signatures 
to force an election within a 

If the groups do leave the 
the district, Sun Village and 
the Sun City West expansion 
area would see their total tax 
rate drop immediately from 
$7.32 per $100 of assessed 
valuation to $5.60. The ad­
justed rate would include a 
secondary rate of $3.40 to help 
pay off the $22 million bond 

Koch said that just because 
the Sun City West Citizens for 
Tax Equity is seeking dean­
nexation does not mean that--­
its members don't support 
education or have a problem 
with the Dysart district. 

"Del Webb sold these prop­
erties as a part of Sun City 
West," he said. "This is one 
big community. There should 
be equal taxes in the whole 
area of Sun City West." 

the organizations are trying to She also said seeking Rom­
decide whether to move for- ley's opinion is a good idea so 
ward as a joint e ffort or as that the groups a nd the e lec­
separate entities. The deci- tions department have a legal 
s ion must be made before opinion before proceeding. 
either group can circulate the "That _way, we'll know we're 
petitions that would force a pro~ee?m~, correc~ly from the 
November election. • . begmnmg, she said. 

,--------------------~ 
, - j Whatever plan Romley ad-

In December, Bob Koch, vises is best both tax-

/

- P~~sident of Sun Ci!)' We~( opposition groups would need 
C1~1zens for Tax _Equity, sub- to collect a total of approxi­
m1tted to the Mar_1c?pa Coun~ mate ly 1,100 signatures, which 
sc hool s superintendents is 10 percent of the di strict's 

I 
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Foes sound off 
over . ove.-ride 
By JEFF OWENS 
Staff writer 

.. 

Neither side wants to lose in the 
Dysart Unified School District's 
budget override election on Tuesday. 

Dysart supporters don't want to 
lose because the 75 percent minority · 
district, which already divides three 
nurses and three librarians among 
six schools, will fa~e $800,000. in 
budget cuts. 

Dysart foes don't want to lose be­
cause they be lieve Sun City West 
expansion ···afea property taxes 
s hould equal \ those in the de­
annexed area of the city. 

Each s ide villifies the other. Both 
sides have coni'e up with a blizzard 
of statistics, each claiming vindica-

'- tion by·the numbers. ' · 
Both sides say they don't want 

Dysart's children ahd parents to 
lose. 

Droves of senior citizens who sol­
idly support educatio'n funding have 
expressed · everything from dis-

WHERE TO VOTE 

Voters can go to several sites to 
cast their ballots for the May 20 
override, depending_ on. what ele-
ctoral precinct they hve in: · 
■ Surpr.lse Elementary 

School 12907 W. Greenway 
Rood El Mirage, will accept resi­
dent; from El Mirage and Surprise. 
■ El Mirage Elementary 

School 12308 W. Thunderbird 
Rood El Mirage, will accept resi­
dent; from Agua Frio, Cameo, 
Dysart, El Mirage, Surprise, and 
Youngtown. 
■ Klngswood Elementary 

School, 15150 W. Mondell Road, 
El Mirage, will accept residents 
from Agua Frio, Bonanza, Con­
quistodor, Coyote Lakes, Fiesta, 
Happy Trails, Shadow Hills, Span­
ish Garden, Stardust, Surprise, 
Tuthill, and Waddell. 
■ Luke Elementary School, 

7300 N. Dysart Road, El Mirage, 
will accept residents from Country 
Meadows, Dysart, Litchfield 1, 
Litchfield 2, Olive, Tuthill, and 
Waddell. 
■ Happy Trails Resort's 

ballroom, 17200 W. Bell Road, 
Surprise, will accept residents from 
Greystone, Happy Trails, Hillcrest, 
Spanish Garden, Summerstar, 
Wittmann and Dusty Trail. 

\ appointment to outrage that their 
e ntire ge ne ration is being painted as 
a n anti-e ducation, anti-childre n 
group with a "we've already done 
our part" me ntality. Many of the m 
put their wallets where their mouths 
are by making generous contribu­
tions to the district and groups such 
as the Century Club, which vol­
untarily raise money to support the 
schools. come through, and somebody still 

" We have a big image problem," has to h e lp the kids, who likely won't 
sa id Eleanor Nelson, vice president have athletic or music programs if 
of Citizens for Tax Equity in Sun City the overrid e fails. 
West, which opposes the override. "As far as the Legislature is con­
"We are very oft~n portrayE!d as anti- cerned , they fixed it (the ABC bill), 
education and anti-kids. It's abso- and it didn't help us at all ," he said. 
lute ly false. We just don't want to be Pe rez sa id he is well aware that 
the ones that pick up the financial many se nior citizens support funding 
responsibility that really belongs to the Dysart district. 
the state Legislature and the fede ral "I don't put this on senior citi-
government. . zens," he said. "I put it on the tax 

"We believe the Dysart district equity group .. Even though they don't 
should concentrate its efforts on get- want to be portrayed as anti­
ting the responsible. entities to fl- education, they still cast 'no' votes. 
nance the schools· instead of repeat- In the meantime, the people who are 
edly asking local taxpayers to pay getting the royal shaft are the kids. 
more. People forge t that hundreds of "The people in that area should've 
people in our area are involved in _ known they .were moving into a 
the district; volunteers from our area school district," Perez said. "We 
spend hours and hours in Dysart didn't annex the m; we didn't go out 
schools. I'll bet there isn't one kid and ge t the m. If they didn't want to 
graduating in this year's _class who pay school taxes, they shouldn't have 
hasn't gotten a scholarship from a moved into a school district. You 
group or someone in Sun City West; don't move into a school district and · 
a lot (of whom) are even . in the then rip it apart." 
expansion area." Pere z then sounded an ominous 

The Assistance to Build Class- note. . 
rooms 'bill was passed in late Feb- "Because we a re not doing for 
ruary, but the Dysart district re- kids, these kids will do to us. When 
ceived none of the $32.5 million set these kids are shortchanged in their 
aside . by the Le~islature for con- education, some of them are going to ·" 
struction and repairs. · wind up on the street. Without ath-

Out of $50 million designated for letics, where are they going to go 
maintenance and ope ration budgets, · afte r school?" 
the Legislature allowed $170,000 for Pe rez sa id the re was an important 
the Dysart district, which has an distinction between the opposition 
operating budget of $15 million. · group in Sun City West and the 

<_1!;.,_ Alejandro Perez, a Dysart assistant c~il~re n, pare nts, te achers and ad­
superintendent, acknowledged the mimstrators in the Dysart district. 
state's responsibility to the kids, but "We're th e· ones who have to live 
sa id the fact was that the state didn't. with the cuts," h e said. 
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ELECTION RESULTS 
Dysart 

override 
Here are the unofficial 

results of the Dysart Uni­
fied School District over­
ride election. 
vNo ................... .... 2,829 
Yes ............ : ............ 1,898 

; 

Dy$art overrid~ fails again 
By JEFF OWENS \ Bob Koch, president of Citizens for Stu9ents can likely drop their plans and we'll do the best job that we can 
Staff writer Tax Equity, a group of Sun City West for football practice and band prac- with what we have to work with." 

. The Dysart Unif~d School Dis­
trict's budget override was defeated 
by a vote of 2,829 to 1',.898, according 
to figures released by 1the Maricopa 
County Elections Department late 
Tuesday. It was the third. unsuccess­
ful override attempt in two years. 

Voter turnout in the ward contain­
ing Sun City West foes of the over-· 
ride was a stunning 66 percent. Voter 
turnout throughout the district was a 
record 40 percent 

and Surprise residents that cam- tice. Outside the home of Dysart Gov-
paigned against the override, said he As Dysart administrators are erning Board member Rachel Vil-
was satisfied with the vote. forced to find places to slash more lanueva. and her husband, Surprise 

"We're pleased, obviously, with the than $800,000 from the district's V~ce Mayor Roy Villanueva, an emo­
result," he said. "We don't believe budget, athletics and musfc programs tional group of Dysart supporters 
the quality of education will suffer will be among the first to go, they heard of the override's defeat 
as a result" said. around 8:30 p.m. 

With the override's failure, resi- "The kids lose again," said Rich- "This is a sad night for Surprise," 
dents of the district will see their ard McComb, Dysart Governing said Mayor Joan Shafer. "The worst 
property tax rate drop from $7.32 to Board member. "My heart goes out part is that the children will cry 
$6.29 per $100 of assessed valuation. to the kids. I'm disappointed that tonight for what they've lost tomor-

The property tax rate isn't the only people didn't put more value in our row." 
thing that may be dropped, though. kids' education. But we'll regroup, ·, 

► See Dysart regroups, A5 

i Dysart regroups 
to assess future 

■ From A1 

Dysart Superintendent 
Jesus de la Garza spoke to the 
group of about 30 gathered in 
the Villanueva's front yard, 
speaking alternately . in Span­
ish and English. 

easy ones; we don't have op­
tions. Nobody who voted 'no' 
will have to explain these 
decisions - we, the governing 
board, administration, faculty 
and staff are the ones that are 
left with the impact Let's not 
forget the children, because 
they're the ones who really 
have to accept it, and they 
have no defense. But we have 
to work with the adults in this 
community, as hard as that 

"I think we need to create a 
different sense of community 
than what we have had up 
until now," he said. "We have 
to decide how we're going to 
use our resources; allocate 
them; be practical. We have 
to create a new culture that is 
inclusive of all our residents. 
We have to talk; we have to 
come to some agreement -
we can't go on like this, fight­
ing one another. 

"It hurts a lot. The deci­
sions we have to make are not 

might be. · 
"I ask all of you to join 

hands and do that. Not just 
us, but with the rest of the 
community - and that in­
cludes the Citizens for Tax 
Equity. We've got to somehow 
reach them and help them to 
understand their relationship 
with our kids." 

• .I 
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Donors save 
Dysart sports 

By DAVID R. BECK 
Staff writer 

While most Sun Cities residents 
enjoyed a leisurely summer, Gary 
James of Sun City West spent two 
months tirelessly raising money to 
save the Dysart High School sports 
program. 

James' mission was accomplished 
after raising $36,170 from Sun Cities 
residents and businesses. With a to­
tal of $41,000 donated, Dysart's var­
sity football, volleyball and cross 
country teams began their fall sea­
sons earlier this month. 

Yet thanks to a failed override in 
June, Dysart has no junior varsity 
teams for the current school year 

· and needs another $20,000 in order 
to field winter and spring sports 
teams. 

James, a retired lawyer, said he's 
through with his fund-raising efforts 
for Dysart. 

"They have to resolve their own 
situation," James said. "They can't 
keep asking the Sun Cities for funds. 
I told people that (my helping out) 
was a one-shot deal, to · give them a 
shot in the arm." 

The most generous benefactor was 
Ken Meade, a Sun .City West Realtor 

. I 
I 

who donated $11,000 to Dysart 
sports. 

It was James and Jim Smith who 
did most of the legwork. Smith, a 
Sun City West resident, served as 
·assistant chairman of the fund drive. 

Dysart still has no official school 
band, though the spirit squad is in 
place. They are cheering for a foot­
ball team that was outscored by a 
combined 84-6 in its first two games. 

"It's difficult to see the kids there 
without out our feeder (junior var­
sity) program, knowing the feeder 
makes the win-loss record a lot bet­
ter," said Dysart Principal Hector 
Placencia. "I think right now, we're 
going to take a beating." 

Placencia said Dysart needs a 
long-term solution to solve its finan­
cial woes. 

" I think we'll make it for this ye~ 
(with fall and winter sports), but I 
don't know what will happen for next 
year," Placencia said 

As for a similar fund drive suc­
ceeding next year, Placencia said, 
"the possibilities are slim to none." 

While the Demons' football efforts 
haven't translated into anything 
close to a victory, Placencia sees 
encouraging signs. 

"The kids are improving," Place-
ncia said. -.·,. ''"' 


