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1 IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARTZONA
- IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA
3
4 | LEWIS E. SINGER, )
; )
9 Plaintiff,
6 v. g NO. C 301232
7 | MELVIN HUBER, Superintendent, ANSWER
Peoria Elementary School District, #11,
8 | RHEA WOODALL, Clerk, the Board of )
Supervisors of Maricopa County,
9 || State of Arizona: TOM FREESTOME,
County Recorder, .
10 |f . ‘
i cof e - Defendants g
Lo 13 :
J_ v
12 S i
13 COME NOW the Defendants in the above-entxtled cause,
;4_ by and through their attorneys undersigned, and answer the
15 || Summons and Complaint as follows:
16| ' 1
17 That, in answer to the allegations contained in para-
18| graphs II, III, IV, V, VII and VIII of the Complaint, Defendants
19 | admit the same,
20 LT
21 y That Defendants are without knowledge or information

22 || sufficient to form a belief as to the allegations contained in
23 || paragridphs I, VI, IX, X, XI and XII of the Complaint,

% 11T \
25 That, in answer to the allegations contained in para-
26 | graph XIII of the Complaint, Defendants deny the same,

2T | v

28 Allege that Plaintiff has failed to state a claim upon

29 || which relief can be granted.

WHEREFORE, Defendants pray that Plaintiff take nothing.,
DATED this 225 day of October, 1974.

MOISE BERGER
Maricopa County Attorney

By [ JQ/

Albert Firestein
Chief Civil Deputy
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA

1
2
3
4| 1EWIS E. SINGER, )
S Plaintiff,
6 NO. C 301232
7 ; ANSWER
8
9

Ve

MELVIN HUBER, Superintendent,

Peoria Elementary School District. #11,
RHEA WOODALL, Clerk, the Board of
Supervisors of Maricopa County,

e State of Arizona: TOM FREESTONE,

WL 16 County Recorder,

e Jou el T

iirii e’ - Defendants

. .COME NOW the Defendants in the above-entitled céusé,

by_énd_through their att&rneys undersigned, and answer the

: .Suﬁhons‘and Complaint as follows: — e e e o AT
: 6 i, % C | ;
17 | That, in answer to the allegations contained in paré- s

18.| graphs IT, III, IV, V, VII and VIII of the Complaint, Defendants
19 || admit the same,

20 ¥ g

21 A That Defendants are without knowledge or information
22 | sufficient to form a belief as to the allegations contained in
23 paragrdphs I, VI, IX, X, XI and XII of the Complaint,

24 III

25 That, in answer to the alleéatious contained in para-

26 | graph XIII of the Complaint, Defendants deny the same,
o v
28 Allege that Plaintiff has failed to state a claim upon
29 || which relief can be gfanted.
30 : v
81 Allege that Plaintiff has failed to join indispensable

32 | parties,




, Oct. 4, 1974. pg. 2

A

~ -

VF - TAXES - SCHOOL

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA

Plaintiff

LEWIS Z. SINGER,
: NO. o _2u1s3a

-YS=
AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY REGISTERED
OFFICER OF SUPERIOR COURT

ATTORNEYS FILE COPY

MELVIN HUBER, Superintendent, Peoria
Elementary School olatrict #11; RHEA
WOODALI, Clerk, The Board of Supervisors
of Mariccpa County, State of Arizona; TCM
FREESTCNE, County Recorder, )

N S N N N S S N N St

Desendante—/

STATE OF ARIZONA )
)  ss.

County of Maricopa )

, belng first duly sworn, deposes and states:
a 8 an er of the Superior Court; that he 1s fully qualified
to serve process in this cause having been so appointed by the Court;

» 1974_, he received from

followin to=wiuv:

& SUwNONS AND COMPLAINT
and that he personally served the same within the State of Arizona, in
this manner, by leaving a true and correct copy thereof with the
following named person, at the following time and place:

UPCiN: nHEA WOUDALY, Clerk, The Board of sSupervisors of .ariccpa County
in her office at 111 S. 3rd Ave, rhoenix, arizona, on tue 2lst
of October, 1974, at B:204AM,

UPON: [UM FREESLONE, County recorder, at his office, 111 5. 3rd ave
rhoenix, Arizona, on the 2lst of COctober, 1974, at ©:004ld,

UFON: wsLVIW HUbER, Superintendent, reoria Elementary school
District #11, at 111 S. 3rd Ave, Phoenix, Arizona, on the 21st
of October, 1974, at §:55AM,

3 T

services at $3.50 per Service,as authorized by ARS 11-445
—4——15_303 and RCP gs;d!! : ) s
miles of travel at cents per mile,actually traveled....§ ig'gg

nogary P8 a05 050 0 o nmuaie s sms Goesmeenepe e es s @ een s vee s eel
other costs authorized by law as indicated beloWe.::iesssseccocnes
HOTAL COBTE AL PHIE o .00ib0 » 0000 K ndonibdime x & we mbaisonmsnsms o xoins A
3 T
AJP.1,P, SUBSCRIBED AND SYWORY to me this
P.0.Box 11L66 dataé—ﬁﬁ-ﬁtt——iﬁﬁi—
»

Phoenix, Arizona 85061

Phone: 26£-3855 or 9Ll=-41182
Night Day

Notary Expiration Date

Notary Public
AFFIDAVIT OF RETURN OF SERVICE 02
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IN AND FOR THE CO' 'Y OF MARICOPA

LEWIS E. SINGER, Plaiptsif
- vs
- MELVIN HUBER, Superintendent, NO. 301232
Peoria Elementary School Dist. #11; y
ECTAL ACTION
RHEA WOODALL, Clerk, the Board of odmblip sl
Bupervisors of Maricopa County, 7] NON-CLASSTFIED Z1VIL
State of ‘Arizona; TOM FREESTONE, ) -

County Recorder . VERIFIED PETITION
Defendants

ik,

COMES NOW the plaintiff, and [pr cause of actjon against Delendants,
alleges:
l
THAT petitioner is a duly qualified woter in Maricopa Gounty, State
of Arizona
1 | nl,n v o 2
e i ITHAT a 'Over ‘4% .8pecial Bond Election {p Fpp ponnE qf $6,750, QQQ
(Paortp BLgm-ntﬁry) Schqol piltrlc; "1‘ np}d AN Octqper 8y }q;ﬂ

Ly ewy Ll boae . ]

3 .
.| THAT on October 21, 1974 pallqrs, fia}} Lists and Tal}y Sheets werp
filed with the MadicopalCoupty ngq;ﬂ'p[ gppefvtsara py ;hp fearia School aquq
of Trustees, District 11, ;nq ‘“Fh Faqrd c}a;maﬁ (1] hqwe mqqn a cqnvass qF ;pg

! votes cast at thlt elecdlqﬂ
h | 4
f THAT such canygss PHFPQFFFZ Fa thw ;hat }1 732 Ballots were cqs; of
i whlch 8, 811 were mar‘gq ﬂvpaﬂ' q,ﬁq wurp'mqueﬂ Pngﬂ qqq 4H6 were yejected
3

al [ T
€

THAT pe:itioner is informed and believes, and therefoie alleges, that
ey Y ’ . 0 of - e o o T . "
such ;lnvaislpg vptes ig;in, fpcc}inaccurace and ‘does not show the ‘true nunber
oflvo:cs'éast forryesind o

1 (3 i "

) 6
THAT- peiitdnerlia informed and beliewes, and therelore alleges, that of
auch alldhed rnjhcted‘balfn:l. the majority thereof were in 'fact valid and should
hlve ‘been coun&edﬂby, he“;nsppcpprs of ‘plectiop.’ " R 2 i
'ul i i = |t
7

THAT rejectton of the ballots was not made in accordance with Par. 16-947

of the Arl:pnl Revtseq.S;atﬁtes and the;g[one the "no" vope was credited with

lqss vptqg than legally entitled, sufficient to change the results of the election
: ; 8

tﬂht petitioneﬂ 4- 1nforpe¢,nnd believes, and therefore alleges, that such

capvasa of, vq:el is in fact ;naccurate and 'does’ not show the tiue nuabec of votes

cast for the 'yes' and 'no"' vates
9

.IﬁkT no previous applicatiop has been made fou the order 'sought heccinj

v ' ' '
1 ‘ 1 . ) ' By

.. .. WHEREFORE, petitioner prays that this court direct a cecanvass of the
protastad Jf‘rejecﬂgd'bﬁlléls shown on' the statemnt of canviss ip Lhz aforesaid e¢lection
Moo 2% Ao, s ¢
LEW1S E. SINGER, ... .l":L

STATE OF ARI?ONA-l'ss; L O L
COUNTY OF HARICOPA
N LEUIS E. SINGER, BLING ‘puLy SW01N UPON HIS OATIl DEPQSES AND SAYS:
' ‘THAT HE 18 THE PLAINTII'F IN THE FOREGOING ACTION; THAT HE HAS READ
THE COMPLAINT HEREIN; AND THAT ALL FACTS, MATTERS AND THINGS SET FORTH HEREIN ARE TRUE
AND CORRECT, EXCEPT AS, ?p THOSF SET, FDRTH;UPON INFORN&TIOV AND MFLIEF lﬂIICH HE BELIEVES TO

BE BRUE. Q—D—‘ LA N el
SUBSCRIBED 'Amrsuom 1'q 'aarmt; ME ’rm‘s 23 ‘PAY, OF" oc‘r-.lq*ra "VLEWIS T SINGER
T S ol R et d e
NdTr‘. I

A
Z;;( PUBL]C ; H 'rﬁm" Myt g .
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10/16/74

10/23/74

10/23/74

10/24/74

10/29/74
10/29/74

10/30/74

10/30/74

11/1/74

11/7/86

11/20/74

11/26/74

3/25/75

CHRONOLOGY OF SUN CITY SCHOOL REMOVAL

MADE ATTEMPTE TO EXAMINE BOND ELECTION BALLOTS AND AFFIDAVITS.
WAS ADVISED THEY WERE UNDER SEAL AND CAN ONLY BE OPENED BY
COURT ORDER. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.

FILED SPECIAL ACTION IN SUPERIOR COURT AGAINST MELVIN HUBER,
SUPERINTENDENT, PEORIA SCHOOL DIST.; RHEA WOODALL, CLERK,

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND TOM FREESTONE, COUNTY RECORDER
ASKING COURT TO RESTRAIN DEFENDANTS FROM TAKING ANY ACTION
ON THE BOND ELECTION UNTIL I CAN EXAMINE BALLOTS AND AFFIDAVITS.

FILED A VERIFIED PETION IN SUPERIOR COURT REQUESTING COURT TO
DIRECT A RiCANVASS OF THE PROTESTED BALLOTS.

ANSWER FILED BY MOISE BERGER, MARICOPA COUNTY ATTORNEY REQUESTING
THAT SUIT BE DISMISSED.

SUPERIOR COURT ASSIGNED SUIT # AS C-301232.

TRIAL MEMORANDUM FILED BY JANE REX GREER, SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR
PEORIA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DIST #11

JUDGE ROBERT L. MYERS OF SUPERIOR COURT AGREES WITH PLAINTIFF
(SINGER) AND ORDERS THE SCHOOL DISTRICT TO ALLOW PLAINTIFF TO
INSPECT THE BALLOTS. BOND IS POSTED BY SINGER.

PRELIMINATY EXAMINATION OF BALLOTS EXPOSED 382 DISCREPANCIES
AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE WAS FILED WITH SUPERIOR COURT TO ORDER

DEFENDANTS TO VOID TRE BOARD OB SSUPERVISOR'S CERTIFICATION OF
BOND ELECTEON OF 10/8/74

JUDGE ROBERT L. MYERS APPROVES ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE AND ORDERS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO RESTRAIN FROM TAKING ANY FURTHER ACTION

ON BOND ISSUE.

JUDGE ROBERT L. MYERS ISSUES STIPULATION AND ORDER EXTENDS TIME
OF ACTION TO 12/6/74% TO PERMIT PLAINTIFF TO EXAMINE ALL 17,372,

BALLOTS.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEET TO CONSIDER REMOVING SUN CITY FROM
SCHOOL DISTRICT. REDISTRICTING PETITION IS UP FOR CONSIDERATION.
SINGER IS PRESENT AND IS ASKED BY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WHETHER

HE WILL WITHDRAW HIS SUIT IF SUN CITY IS REMOVED FROM SCHOOL
DISTRICT. SINGER REPLIES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. SUN CITY REMOVED.

JUDGE ROBERT L. MYERS ISSUES THE FOLLOWING "PURSUANT TO STIPULATION,
IT IS ORDER THAT THIS ACTION IS DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE".

BOND RETURNED TO SINGER
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;"-.-L
* -LEWIS E., SINGER,
“Plaintiff,
VS,

) No. _ 301\ A 5.{\'

MELVIN HUBER, Superintendent, 4 :

Peoria Elementary School Dist. #11,+ ‘
RHEA WOODALL, Clerk, the Board of - gfgg;?;NAggég§ST
Supervisors of Maricopa County, 3 NON-CLASSIFIEd CIVIL
State of Arizona; TOM FREESTONE, + y :
County Recorder. i

Defendants .

COMES NOW the Plaintiff, and for cause of action against
Defendants, alleges:
I
That plaintiff is a resident of Maricopa County, Arizona, and
is a duly qualified clector pursuant to Constitution and laws of the State of
Avizonsg and is a resident of Peoria Elementary School District #11, all of said
legislative district being within the boundaries of Maricopa County, Arizona.
' 11
THAT defendant, Mclvin Huber, is Superintendent of Peoria
Elementary School District #l, which conducted an Over 4% Special Bond Election
in the amount of $6,750,000 (Peoria Elementary) under autharity of #15-1302, A.R.S.
on October 8, 1974,
111
THAT defendant RHEA WOODALL is Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
of Maricopa County, State of Arizopa, which body is authorized by #35-454 to canvass
the votes cast and certify the result on the first Monday succeeding the twelfth
day after the election, and subsequently would be authorized to issue and sell
negotiable, coupon, general obligation bonds of School District No. Ll (Peoria
Elementary) of Maricopa County, Arizona in the sum stated in Paragraph 11.
Iv .
THAT TOM FREESTONE is the County Recorder in whose office the
Board of Supervisors shall file and record a certificate disclosing the purpose of
the election, the total number of votes cast, and the total number of votes for
and against creating the indebtedness, and stating that the indebtedness is ordered,

after which time the Board of Supervisors would be able to carry out the purpose of

the election,
\

' "' THAT the aforesaid special bond election was held on October 8,
1974 utiliziﬁg the "official ballot" presented in Exhibit 1. '
i b | VI '
B THAT the results of the election were submitted to the Board of
Superviéors on October 9, 1974 by H. F. LONG, Clerk, Board of Trustees, School
District No. 11 which stated that 17,732 ballots were cast, of which 8,38l7 were
marked ''yes'", 8,429 were marked "no', and 486 ballots were rejected., '

- | VII | |
THAT in accordance with #15-473, any person desiring to vote

submitted an Affidavit (as prepared by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction)
swearing that he or she was a qualified elector of the State of Arizona and had resided

in the Elementary School Distrzict #ll for 30 days immediately preceding the election.,
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sid? i !
’ IN THE SUPERIOR COURT O. (NE STATE OF ARTZONA

) IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARTICOPA

STATE OF ARTZONA ]
COUNTY OF MARICOPA [ ]

S5

LEWIS E. SINGER, being duly sworn, upon his ocath deposes
and says; )

That he is the plaintiff in the foregoing action; that
he has read the complaint herein; and that all facts, matters and things set

forth taherein are trueand correct, exdept as to those sct forth upon

b Rt

LEVIS E. SINGER!

information and belief, which he believes to be true.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of

October 1974.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:
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THAT there~werc . fourteen different locatiwns used as polling
places with different Inspectors, Judges, Clecks and Marshals at each location,
hired by and paid by the Board of Trustees of the aforesaid School District #l1,
in accordance with #15-476, A.R.S. =
IX
THAT the difference between the 'yes'" and ''mo'" vote was 387 votes,
and the possibility exists that sufficient ballots were improperly rejected to
reverse the announced results of the election.
X
THAT many of the 486 rejectedlballots were for reasons that are not in
accordance with #16-947 through #16-949, A.R.S. for elections such as bond
elections.
XI
THAT rejected ballots were not disposed of ov marked according to

#16-947 A.R.S. which reads as follows:

"The ballots, as soon as read, or vejected for illegality, shall be
strung, those allowed on one string and those rejected on another,
and shall not thereafter be examined by any person. Fach ballot
rejected shall be marked '"rejected" and the cause of the rejection
endorsed on the back thereof and signed 'y a majority of the election
board or tally board.

THAT no opportunity was afforded pfainti{f to examine the rejected
ballots nor the AFFIDAVITS used in the election in conformance with ARS 15-473
although these affidavits are not tao be placed in ballot box and sealed, Para-
graph C of 15-473 states that these affidavits are ta be veturued to the county
school superintendent and be kept by him for not less than [ive years. They
thus should have been available for inspection upon request athough inspection
of the ballots are subject to court orvder. The affidavits are necessary for
checking against voter lists to determine whether elector was a ""qualified voter".

. X1

THAT if the aforesaid bond election is certified, although the election

was not in accordance with the Arizona Revised Statutes, plaintiff would be

unjustly liable for an increased tax rate, and be caused violation of his civil

rights which entitles him to a bond election according to rules laid down by the
Arizona State legislature embodies in Titles 15 and 16 of the A.R.S.
WHEREFORE, plaintiff prays that
‘1. THIS COURT take jurisdiction of this complaint and proceed with
hearing and determination of the cause of action alleged herein.
2. DEFENDANTS be restrained and enjoined from taking any action of
any kind under or by which said defendants may‘proceed to certify results of
the aforesaid bond election, or from carcying out the purposes of the election.
3. THE COURT grant to plaintif{ such other and further velief as may
be proper. i

DATED THIS 28 DAY OF OCTOBER 1974.

[ A L.

| LEWDS E. SINGER, pro peX
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\ IN THE SUPERIOR COURT C "HE STATE OF ARIZONA
, IN/AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA

LEWIS E. SINGER
Plaintiff
Vs

NO. 301232

MELVIN HUBER, Superintendent, ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

Peoria Elementary School Dist. #l1;
RHEA WOODALL, Clerk, the Board of
Supervisors of Maricopa County,
State of Arizona; TOM FREESTONE,
County Recorder

Defendants

]

COMES NOW the plaintiff, andfor cause of action
against defendants, alleges: -

THAT the Board of Supervisors on October 8, 1974
certified a special bond election held in School District #ll (Peoria Elemen-

tary) on September 3, 1974,
IT

THAT the aforesaid Board of Supervisors certified
a total of 17,463 cast of which 8,717 were marked "Bond, Yes''; 8,225 were
marked '"Bonds, No'", and 521 were rejected.
II1

THAT plaintiff has conducted an independent audit
of the Polling Lists of each polling place and has arrived at a result which
shows that the total ballots cast were 17,845 of which an indetermi@nate number
were marked '"Bonds, Yes" '"Bonds, No'" and Rejected, and showing a difference

compared with the Board of Supervisors figure of 382 ballots, as follows:

POLLING PLACE TOTAL VOTE PER  PER BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
POLLING LIST YES NO REJECTED TOTAL DIFFERENCE

BEORIA H.S.LIBRARY 1049 872 30 38 940 - 109
VALLEY NATIONAL BANK 993 474 284 35 793 - 200
PORTA SCHOOL 1020 1001 18 1 1020
FIRST N.B. SUN CITY 1562 559 966 37 1562
UNITED BANK 1541 564 917 60 1541
DEL WEBB 1154 455 676 23 1154
BRAEMER ESTATES 497 460 16 21 497
FIRST UNITED PRESBYT. 1332 540 736 1276 - 56
SUNDIAL RECREATION CTR 2240 732 1411 91 2234 - 6
IRA MURPHY 719 685 8 26 719
FAIRWAY 1410 599 756 45 1400 - 10
FIRST UNITED METHODIST 1049 431 593 25 1049
SUN BOWL 1360 572 135 53 1360
LAKEVIEW CENTER 1767 677 1024 66 1767
ABSENTEE 152 96 55 _ 151 - 1

17845 8717 8225 21 17463 382

wv)q v
WHEREFORE plaintiff pfays that recanvass be made by
the Board of Supervisors on the first available Monday at its regular place of

meeting in the City of Phoenix, Arizona, and Court order that the certification

authorized for the October 8, 1974 canvass be voided. E;

cc: Jane Rex Greer
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Suﬂ filed to vond bond vote

Sun Citian Lewis Singer
filed suit yesterday to block
the Peoria School District’s
successful elementary bond
election, claiming the in-
valid ballots were not
properly marked and the
voter affidavits are "not
available. for inspection.

Singer also appeared at
the County Board of
Supervisors meeting
yesterday asking them to
delay canvassing the vote
because of his suit.

The canvass was delayed
when the board, opening
the official election en-
velopes, found the tally
sheets listing the results of
several precincts were not
there. !

THE CANVASS was then
delayed until the board's
afternoon meeting, with
school district and election
officials from two polling
sites summoned to explain
what happened.

The results of the board’s

R T T

R e Bt

questioning were not
available at press time.

Singer said the board and
the suit’s defendants, clerk
Rhea Woodall and district
superintendent  Melvin
Huber, have five days to
reply to his suit. He said he
wants to check all ballots
now, not just the invalid
ones.

Realizing he will be
“‘open to extreme
criticism,”” Singer said he
hopes the matter can be
settled quickly because the
district students are ‘in
dire need of schools.”

THE SUN Citian earlier
indicated he will sponsor
another petition drive to
separate the Sun City-
Youngtown areas from the
district, perhaps setting up
petition tables near the
polling places for the Nov. 5
general election.

His complaint states with
the elementary bonds
passing by 387 votes and 486

ballots being rejected as
invalid, the possibility
exists that sufficient ballots
were improperly rejected
to reverse the announced
results of the election.

Singer also claims he
should have been allowed to
examine the voter af-
fidavits, which he said are
supposed to be filed with
the county school
superintendent’s office.

AS A property owner in
the district, Singer said in
his suit, he would be un-
justly liable for an in-
creased tax rate if the
election is certified.

Singer has been working
for nearly a week, trying to
examine the ballots and
affidavits which were
sealed and waiting for
examination yesterday by
the supervisors.

In his statement to the
board,’ Singer charged
there was no effort made to
determine if voters in the

Singer sues to have vote
certification set aside

Sun Citian Lewis
filed suit yesterda
the certification of the Oct.

-8 bond election get aside,
.and ‘announced he will

.chall :
g:ge the e&eection on

ﬂfﬁdﬂ!ﬂtﬁ uaed by voters.

* Singer's ‘suit charges the
board certiﬁad‘l?.m votes

ik i
T W T

"regi

n..a.-'

Singer were cast, whereas he h
to have N

found 17,845 were actually

: cast.

‘The dlfference shows up,

Smgm- said, when the votes

...from each polling Dlwe are”’

He is also makmg coples i

of - the affidavits and
. checking the names  and
addressea against thqhstof
tered voters, a process
“he expects: mli take up to
- two months. ‘

FOE M

D

Oct. 8 election were
qualified voters or if they
had cast ballots in any of
the other polling places that
day.

" SAYING his request to
look at the ballots was
rejected, Singer said “it is
thus unfortunately
necessary to take legal
action.”

James Bond, the
supervisors’ legal counsel,
said it is against the law for
anyone to examine the
ballots before the board
canvasses them. .

‘‘He was asking us to
break the law,’” Bond said,
“and we just couldn’t do
that.”

SINGER said he hopes
the matter is resolved
quickly and indicated he'd
received assurance from
the district’s bonding agent
that preliminary work can
still be done on selling the
$6.75 million in bonds and
no delay will be ex-
perienced if the suit is
settled within a couple of

: months.

Still smarting from his

~ unsuccessful bid for the -

Arizona House  of.
Representatives earlier

~ this year, Singer said the

bond election is *‘‘another
example of the loosely

. written election laws which

makes a farce of our
elections and has already
kept me from nomination to

. the state legislature."
e s AT ————
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iﬁl&lt delays
bond sale

:

Superijor -Court Judge Rob-
ert L. Myers Friday ordered
the Maricopa County Board
aof Supervisors to stay action
in selling bonds for the Peo-
ria Elementary School Dis-
trict until a vote recount is
made next week.

* The order was-made in
connecuon with a suit filed
by Louis Singer, a Sun City
resident, who sued the school
district and lt::fl board ;n'
su isors challenging the
oupwe$e of the Oct. Bg bond
election.

The bond measure was ap-
proved by a margin of 387
votes, but Singer questioned
the' rejection of 486 ballots
and claimed that the ballots
could make a difference in

e utcome,

Earller this week, a ihree-
TS00 Panel appomled by

2 ‘Myers Jei&fmmed [hﬂl me

‘ Taofficial canvass of the votes
- ‘tpproved by the board of
x4 supervisors contained errors.
e

:..1 "Myers said that election
,.':4p¢r§onnel would begin re-_
-~

s n bibas
e

LR R
Ptk s

SRR ANNRERIAE 2y A SR LA RAA N

- -l-li
3

in Sun City _

— e
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News

By DON ROSEBROCK
Stalf Writer

The continuing saga ol th
eleaguered ’coria Schoaol District
hich had more chaplers o suspense
nd intrigue than an old movie serial,
robably dominated the news in Sun
ity-Youngtown more than any other
tory in 1974
And, to borrow a phrase from T. S,
hot. the 1o-year power strupgle
etween the parental and retirement
ommunities ended not with o bang,
ut a whimper.
The record of defeated bond issues,
borted pelition drives, and endless
:lters to the editor came to a rather
uiet end when, in late November, a
etition bearing only 10 names of
istrict  parenls succeeded in
evering the two retirement com-
wnities from the school district.

A WEEK before the

election, the SCTA board |
voled to ask that the
clection  be  canceled,
calling the amounls

requested “excessive,” The
school board already had

considered the move and

rejected it, vowing not Lo
bow lo pressure from the
two retirement com-
munities.

Voters then went to the
polls and passed Lhe
elementary bonds by a bare
387 vole majority, pul
rejected the high school
bonds by more than a
thousand voles.

The board’s elation was

)undcrcul abruptly a week

later when Sun Citian Lewis

clection, " charging  im-
proper voling practices and
demanding a recount.

xchool issue tops 74

L 1

y Singer filed suit to block the |
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SCHOOL TAXES

~ Sun Citians Look At Bond Issue

BY BOB JANZ
Sun Citizen News Editor
Twenty-five per cent of the children
_ attending Peoria schools live in homes
[‘- without tubs or showers.
“% This is a sample of the facts given
“last week by Ira Murphy, Peoria
" school superintendent, in an impress-
_ive presentation of his reasons why
‘a proposed bond issue that will be
voted upon next October should be
passed.
In fact, Murphy's explanation of the
i situation was so masterly that the few
people from Sun City and Youngtown
. who inspected the schools and heard
him talk could not think of a single
question to ask when he invited
| queries.
Nevertheleé_s, there are new ques-
| tions that keep popping up from time
|'to time, and the discussion that fol-
| lows is an attempt to discuss some of
" the issues without too much partiality,
flm the hope that the residents of Sun
{ City, who are vitally involved from
{thc financial and social standpoint,

will have a better idea of what they
are being called to vote upon.

In a nutshell: Sun City is included
in the Peoria school district; the
five-man school board, which has ore
member from Sun City, believes that
it needs to raise about a half-million
dollars for new facilities and pur-
chase of school sites; and the 5,000
voters of Sun City, who collectively
can probably dominate any election
in the district, will vote on the bond
issue proposal next October.

It would be difficult to believe
that anyone who inspected the school
system wwuld argue that some new
building and modernization is not
needed.

One building which houses six class-
rooms is a war-surplus structore that
should g¢bviously be replaced.

The shower area’s for both boys
and girls are unquestionably inade-
quate, considering the fact the showers
not only seérve the needs of school
athletes but also serve the health of
the community by offering the only

means through which a large portion
of the town’s youth can take a bath.

The enlarging or rebuilding of the
band room is one project that has
aroused. some opposition. No one has
argued that the present band room
is adequate. The opposition presum-
ably stems from a dislike for educa-
tional “frills.” The obvious answer is
that unlike such frills as driver ed-
ucatien or cooking, playing in a band
does tend to give the student some
esthetic sense and does keep him off
the streets. What with the constant
practice of the Peoria varsity band,
and its appearance this year in 43
public performances, the members
have little time to become juvenile
delinquents.

As for the instruments the band
and other musical groups use, little

‘needs to be said to anyone who has

seen them. As one wit remarked:
“Now I know what happened to the
piano the Pilgrims brought over on
the Mayflower. Peoria high school
(Continued on page 5)
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SCHOOL BOND

Continued from page 1

- is using it.”
~ Incidentally, five graduates of Peo-
ria high school are now teaching mus-
ic in schools around the state.
The Peoria schools advance social
. conditions (and thus ease the tax-
payer's burden) in other ways. The
eyes of students, for example, can
be examined by the school nurse.
Through the cooperation of the Sun
City Lions and the Peoria Kiwanis

‘ _clubs. 18 pairs of glasses have been

given to needy children this year.
Some of the questions raised by

" the bond issue are not so easy to de-

fend. It's proposed that more land
be purchased for possble future ex-
panson.

Growth of populaton and commerce
in the school district has been so rapid
in recent years that it takes no expert
to predict a greatly increased need
for schools, buses facilities and play-
grounds.

But there is no immediate need for
additional land, and there has been
some suspicion expressed that the urge
to haste is not so much to provide
for future needs as for the present
enrichment of some landowners.

A more leisurely approach to the
land problem has been suggested.
New types of school structures are
coming . into use requiring smaller
land areas. Instead of purchasing ex-
pensive land near present school sites,
it might be better to make scattered
purchases in more distant areas where

| land is cheaper, and thus provide for

any communities that may become

" ‘suddenly populated. There is also the

possibility - that with the increasing
_awareness of industry of its duty to-

| wards education, the school district .

! may be able to obtain donations of
| land from some of the large corpora-
{ tions that are now or will in the fu-
| ture be operating here.

 In this connection, an example can
"be cited in the case of the American
Institute for Foreign Trade, which is

located in the Peoria school district,
and which receives a large amount
of its support from businesses, most
of which are not now doing business
here.

The greatest surprise is why there is
any need for funds at all. Why does
the district, which is already paying
off one bond ssue, want to saddle
itself with another ome, when it is
pow the wealthiest district per student
in this area if not in the state?

The present tax rate of $2.46 is the
lowest in the area, less than half that
of some other districts in this area.

This was not always the case. In the
past few years the tax rate has been
repeatedly lowered, while at the same
time the assessed valuation of the dis-
trict has risen sharply.

Why ' lower the rate if money is
needed$ It is as though an employee
continually asks to have his pay re-
duced and then suddenly says, “Hey
boss. Lend me $50,000.”

Assessed valuations from 1953 teo
1956 were around three million dol-
lars. Now the figure is more than
eleven million.

If the tax rate had not been low-
ered the schools would now have
money which they need, without the
necessity of going into debt.

Even now, at this late date, con-
sidering the rapid; growth of Sun
City and Youngtown, if the rate were
set at a more realstic rate, somewhat
on a par with other *l:tncls nearby,
the additional funds obtained might
be sufficient to take care of Peoria’s
needs out of income.

To sum up: the bond issue is a
matter of real importance. It will re-
ceive continuous treatment in these
columns, so that by October all sides
of the problem should have been
aired, and all viewpoints should have
had the opportunity to be heard.

As one cowboy philosopher (not of
the classical school) has put it:
“Whether I have the right to have my
argument heard is not as important
as my right to hear your side. Other-
wise, being as ignorant, uneducated
and preiudiced as T am, how can I
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Faulmes, Huditorium Renovation

Endorsed unammously by the
incoming and outgoing boards of

the Sun ' City 'Civic Ass’n, a re-

duced ‘school-bond ' proposal goes

before the voters Tuésday, Jan.' 8.

" ‘Meeting together last week, the
two boards approved the recom-
mendation made by a fact-finding
committee that the residents of
Sun City vote in favor of the
bond issue.

A similar proposal was defeat-
ed in October, with Sun City and
Youngtown voting about 3. to 2
against it.

‘ Only "Peoria voted favorab]y
and although - the Peona margm
was verwhelmmg, the vote' of

the balance of the d:stnct was
Mnge.eﬂough io-defqagnthe*borzds.-w ng’” P""P"""_‘,Y ‘ownem, “']1°'l.‘-“

,; By

The * October proposal totaled !

$517,000.

.but ,who
may\ “still’ regnsler. e

" The new propohl is for $298 -
000, * consisting‘of « $218,000 for’
elementary classrooms and faci-
lities, and $80,000 for music faci-
lities ‘and renovation of the audz-'
torium.

The two proposals will appear
separately “on the ballot.

- The ~committee ~ which ~ recom-’
mended * the bond - issue to the
Civic Ass'n was composed of F.R.
Lutz, chairman; Jens J. Jensen,
architect; "and *“Wm. 'J. Abhrens,
analyst. ! : T

: They spent ‘many ~hours in
meetings, " inspecting the -school
property, and' figuring ‘the  costs
of ''needed 'improvements before
endorsmg ‘the’ $298, 000 figure.

Only persons ‘who' are tax-pay- 3
e

- Cast’ ym:.bdlot in. the Pea_
oria School bond election Tues-
day, Jan: 8, at the' Community
Center  on 'OQakmont ‘Dr. Polls’
_will'be“open?fmm 6 a.m.'to_ 60

and whu#) xze i

! may. vote /in the ‘bond cleguon*'
Remdcnts “who are: not rchstered
o 'ot.herwnsa ehgible

Sun City. voting  will be done
at the Commumty Center on Oak- -5
mont Dr. : I i

“The" polls ‘will: be open from 64
am‘ t0l6 pm =

A S R e R

oLg*
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/ Sun Clty wumt
urge§35§’é‘ht
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of schog ond

4 By{THELMA HEATWOL,

. GLENDALE — The Sun City Taxpay-

t

ers Association .Thufsday urged “defeat’

of the, Peoria School District’s $9.9 mil-
lion bbnd issue in a vote set for Oct. 16.

A . taxpayers association spokesman
said the group will propose a plan
immediately following the anticipated
defeat of the bond proposal that “will
cost less and do more.”

Phil' Tapley, SCTA education commit-

be built around an analysis of the actual
needs of the school district.

~ George Rodocker, SCTA president, said .

that-it would be confusing to release the
plan now. The SCTA has 2,800 members.

The school district proposes to use the
bond money, if approved by voters, to
buy sites and build three elementary

_schools and a high school to alleyiate
* crowded conditions in the schools.-

The SCTA emphasized it is not op-

posed to proper educational facilities for

chlldren in the Peoﬂ;a Schﬁ I District.

Tapley revealed part of the associa-
tion’s plan, when he said pupils not at--

tending®high school. should not be locat-
ed on the present high school campus.

ARIZONA REPUBLIC,

tee chairman, saidthis group’s plan will

"Mm}mg thesa grades «off the “high
school campus 'into existing’ ‘and proposed
new facdltles would make it possnble to
accommodate” more than double the pre-
sent high school populatmn " he said. "

The organization contends that' since
Sun City pays+d major portion of,.the
educational costs and contributes only a
minuscle part of the school population,
that Sun Cily residents should have a
strong voice in the opcralwn and cost of
the schools. .

The SCTA also objects lq-‘therpost of
busing, claiming the cosls are beyond
reasonable and expected limits.

“With proper exemptions for hardship
cases, the SCTA advocates cons:deratlon
of a plan to charge fares lo students
who use the buses, o Tapley mld

" The group favors a requ1rement that

Tand developers and ‘home builders- in

the district contribute to the cost ofthe
reqmred additional school facilities.

“In most cases the new home buy
would pay for this contributibn in Yhe
price they pay for a house. Thus, the °
parents of school children would shoul-
der a small share of the'increasing cost
of educating children,” he said.

School Superintendent Melvin Huber
said he thought the SCTA idea for the .
high school is short-sighted. /He said
building costs are less now than they
will be later. y

“I don't understand the opp'ositiun,"
Huber said. “The children are here and -
projections are that more will be coming ;

and costs are going up.” * .
)

SEPt. 23] 19?3
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Ketirees vote down honds

Peoria schools victim of Sun Cltyjf

By VASHTI McKENZIE

.~ PEORIA — The retirement commu-

nities of Sun City and Youngtown
since 192 have repeatedly voted
down bond proposals aimed at_ im-
proving the fast deteriorating elemen-
tary and high schools in the com-
bined Peoria School District.

“I don’t care if I said we could
build a facility for 10 cents on this
campus, we still would get a thou-
sand votes against us,” said Ira A.
Murphy, superintendent of the district.

“Some of the people in Sun City
who voted against the bond proposals
have never been down here to see
why we need improvements.”

Murphy said in an interview with
The Arizona Republic that efforts to
involve civic minded residents have
been futile in Sun City and Young-
town.

He said the main problem is in Sun
City, which was opened by the Del
Webb Corp. in January 1960.

““When these homes were sold,
some of the Del Webb salesmen told

them (prospective home owners).

there was no school tax and when a
bond issue comes along, they don’t
understand and are against the
school,” said Murphy.

Murphy said he brought this to the
attention of the Del Webb firm and
the company now uses as a sales
pitch that the area has the lowest tax
rate in Maricopa County.

- The combined tax rate, including

state, county, junior college, flood
and elementary and high school as-
sessments, is $5.76 per $100 of as-

sessed valuation.. In addition, some
residents pay an ‘additional 30 to 56
cents per $100 for: street lighting .as-
sessments.

Ina - conducted In-Sun City
for the ‘district after the defeat

| SR e
of the r , there was no

Lack of space hampers biology and chemistry- prograhm in Peoria’s aging high school

D -1 y¥-69

school -tax (it eurrently-is $1.09 -per  from states other than Arizona. o
tlwotmesedvalmhonlndin- qlwmtmerhadchﬂdm :E

. cludes -both elementary -and ‘high —sspercentdidnotk:nowthes.“

schools), - amount of the school tax rate. 4
 survey- also -uncovered -thes —95 per cent had never visited el-- 'éﬂ
'fag: ° ther of the two schools in the district. ..

—Wpercmtoftheresldentsare

e SN

Continued On Page 12 2
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Continued From Page 1

—52 per cent believe retired per-
sons should not have to pay property
taxes for support of public schools.

In addition, the survey showed
that 58 per cent of the residents be-
lieve that the bulk of school support
should come from the state, while 55
per cent believe support should come
from the federal goverment.

Murphy insists that Sun City, an
affluent area with four golf courses,
could somehow afford to help build
classrooms and buildings.

Passage in 1962 of the $517,000 bond
proposal would have supplied neces-
sary buildings and land sites for the
school district. However, opposition in
Youngtown and Sun City over-
whelmed the support received in less
populated Peoria.

In 1963, a group of Sun City resi-
dents formed a committee known as
The Civic Association. They contacted
the superintendent’s office and told
him he could have $298000 for xm-
provements, Murphy said. - ;

““They told me: ‘This is the money
we will give, not what you want,’”
he said.

The 1963 bond issue passed narrow-

ly with the majority support coming
from Peoria, where most of the chil-
dren live. On that occasion, Sun City
and Youngtown residents almost split
on the issue.

Property taxpayers in Peoria have
supported every bond proposal.

Two years later, the board of
education in 1965 embarked on a
new study of district needs. The
board authorized six committees to
study all phases of the communi-
ty’s educational needs. Members of
leading civic groups in Sun City
and Youngtown were invited to par-
ticipate and many of them served
on the committees.

The Bureau of Educational Re-
search and Service of the Universi-
ty of Arizona alse conducted a sur-
vey of the Peoria School District in
1966.

The findings of the committees
and the university agreed with re-
commendations made by the North
Central Association Re-Evaluation
Committee. This committee gave
the Peoria district excellent grades
in academic program but virtually
flunked its physical facilities.

Recommendations included: new
physical education building, new
science building, additional class-
room for home economics and in-
dustrial arts, acquisition of land for
expansion and plans for other
buildings.

Out of these recommendations,
the board of education in April
1968, put additional high school
buildings and acquisition of land
sites into a $950,000 bond proposal.

It suffered a 2% to 1 defeat, 2,394
to 1,051, with Sun City and Young-
town residents overwhelmingly
against the proposal. Pecria voters
supported the proposal.

Following this defeat, the board
of education decided to ask all per-
sons who opposed the bond issue to
form a committee to evaluate the
situation. Three of the board’s five
members are from Sun City.

“We asked those who wrote op-
posing letters to the newspaper and
those who contacted us,” Murphy
said.

The committee learned that the
district has five classes of first and
second graders attending classes in
rented church buildings in down-
town Peoria; the gynmasium, built
by the Works Progress Administra-
tion (WPA) around 1933, lacks
proper ventilation and adequate
dressing room spacé; inadequate
space is available for chemistry
and biology classes, which also are
bothered by poor ventilation.

The committee recommended
new buildings to house science,
home economics and health class-
rooms and a new gymnasium.

The committee noted, “The old
gym, which this building will re-
place (Physical Education build-
ing), has been condemned due to
lack of adequate facilities by every

T ancal problems”

surveying authority for the past 10
years.”

On the basis of the committee’s
recommendations, a bond proposal
again was put before the district
voters. Last Tuesday, the voters
turned it down, 1,369 to 1,082, with
Sun City responsible for the defeat.
The vote in the three voting areas
was: Sun City, 1,142 no, 598 yes;
Youngtown, 213 no, 220 yes; Peoria,
14 no, 264 yes.

Murphy is uncertain where the
district goes from here.

“We may have to get more rent-
ed classrooms,” said Murphy.

But he does not want to do that.

““A split session would be difficult
for our district,” he said. “Fifty-
five to 60 per cent of our students
are transported here by school bus.
Buses would be coming and going
all day long.

The rooms in the high school
building cannot be made larger be-
cause the walls are bearing walls,
Murphy commented. This means
they support the weight of the roof.

“We have some teachers com:-
plaining about the lack of work
space,” he said. “Education is not
just a classroom and teacher any-
more. You can’'t put an English
teacher into a chemistry room. The
techniques' are different and so are
teaching aids.”

Murphy said, “The only thing
that ever may help us is possibly to
get the people to realize they may
be out of step.”

Refurbished auditorium was closed for three years
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Supt. Ira A. Murphy points out gy mnasium’s meager shower facilities
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Five classes of first and second graders must attend school in rented church buildings

Because walls support roof, clz_assrooms cannot be enlargéci En Peoria’s 1921 high scool building
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Peoria schools
face crucial
vote on bonds

By THELMA HEATWOLE )
SUN CITY — Peoria schools, officials

here claim are belw
hard place. rock and a

A buikl;’r{‘.glm'ﬁ-m} EIJQOO' district

a5 crealed mounting pressures on al-

ready ove I i ¥
lo oblain %@Eﬂrgﬂcgﬁlogﬁgaclgseef g:;[: i

en down repeatedly in bond elections,

Ifeﬂria school officials, however, are
frying once again to provide facilities
r'n_ar ever-increasing enrollments in the
l’i"lﬁlll‘l(ti that includes retirement commy-
nities as well as areas with many
school-age children. '

Tuesday, voters will trek fo :
lay, v § the poll.
lo say “yes” or “no" tg 3 $9.9 mitl"l(i)ons i

hond sale proposal,

They will determine if the disri “'
€ i rict ca
acquire sites and build three elernemﬂr;rl "
z]c::tu]s andda new high school. The elo- -
ary and high school i

be submitted in two ba”ms‘proposals‘wﬂ[

The Sun City Taxpayers Association
has urged a “no” vote on the bond pro- :
posals. That group advocates building
‘Ihg glemen[ary schools, but would skip -
huilding a high school now. Instead, ijt
would expand the present high sch'nol ;
:?ra::pus hhylla;ir;s over adjacent elemen-
Ary school buildings.
nore facts are need g The From sy

Some Sun City residents oppos

‘nds because of the cost, poli)r’:?ini: «?1:? .
hat they are on fixed incomes. Some °
1y they have met their obligations as
IT as schools are concerned. Still others
;nulddwau_lo see what the stale legisla-
re does in its special i

ity p session on school

The Sun City Homeowners Association
. Continued on Page B-§

B-6 The Arizona Republic

O Phoenix, Sunday, Oct. 14, 1§?§IZONA REFUBLIC » Oct. 14' 19?3

. More
- about -

Teacher Harold Gerry an
rents [rom a church for u

~ Continued from Page B-1

20 0 e

]
has taken a neutral stand on the school
issue. ! ‘
Some residents however, favor, the
bond proposal. !

Earl Clore, a member of the home-
owner association board of directors, but
speaking on his own/ said facts show
that -the Peoria School District needs
buildings now.

“If we are fp take care of all the
siudents next September, two elementary
schools must be started by January and
be ready for classes by September,” he
said. “I[ there is a question.about the
high school, then we should vote ‘no’ on
the high school and ‘yes’ on the elemen-
tary bonds."” 4]

“When we moved to Sun City," Clore
pointed out, “we did not secede from the
Union, nor resign from our responsibility |
to educate the youth of America, who, in *
our case, are the children of this dis- |
trict.” ; ' g

ed schools will beé built in the district,

“Costs of building are going up at the .
rate of 1.3 per cent per, month, The '
proposed new buildings would have cost |
$150,000 less had we approved the bonds

a year ago,” he said. -

1 School - officials': sald- some 2,700 ele-

mentary pupils, kindergarten -through
sixth grade, are on double sessions.
Some meet in churches, some.in a for-
mer business building and others:in an
old-house. -« . ivary i

’ ]

At the Murphy School, even with dou-
ble sessions, there are only four vacant
.classrooms "and those will be filled be-
fore the ehd" of the . school year, a
spokesman said. - Pottable classrooms
house 527 students at the Porta School

that serves children in Glendale's Hall-
craft sector.

) i
Clore said it was inevitable that need-

Republic photo

is pupils leave house the Peoria School District
as classrooms.

- Peoria school bond vote

School Superintendent Mel Huber said
that, unless the district has new facilities
next fall, the elementary schools will be
beyond capacity, even on double ses-
sions. Officials said they do not know
where they will put the projected 5,000
new elementary students next fall.

The high school, with a planned ca-
pacity of 1,047 students, already has
1,190 students. That school will be on
double sessions next year.

It will take about two years to build a
new high school, officials said.

The district’s 28 buses now make 117
runs a day, Huber said.

“This isn't the most efficient way to

. run a school,” he stated. “Buses area
- tremendous expense, but we must bring

the children to school.”

This year the district budgeted
$325,000 for busing, including operation,
maintenance, salaries for drivers, .and
the purchase of nine new buses.

“Busing costs could be reduced sub-
stantially,” Huber said, “if school build-
ings were where the children could walk
to school, particularly in the concentrat-
ed student population areas.”

The bond proposal would add an esti-
mated 75 cents tax per $100 assessed
valuation, based on present valuations,
officials said. The combined elementary
and high school district tax rate present-
ly“i8 $2.70 per $100 assessed valuation.’,

In the past, Sun City residents have

turned down 13 of the 14 school ques-
tions in elections held between October

1962 apd last Nov. 14. ‘A school official

reported there were 23,700 registered -

voters in’Sun Cjty and Youngtown and |

~estimated there are 4,000 registered vot-

ers: in the balance of the district.

"“If history is ‘any indication,” Princk- *

pal; Dick Craig said, “22 per cent of the
people in the retirement towns will vote.
Of that number, 72 per cent will vote
|ml.‘ll

i



VF - TAXES, SCHOOL

school district

By THELMA HEATWOLE
m drive by which the re-
thom omstunities of Sun City and

Youngtown would break away from the
Peoria school system and form their,
own school district will get under way
this week. " ; e

The proposal and - petitions will - be
presented at the quarterly meeting of
the Sun City Home Owners Association
at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Mountain
View Auditorium. ’

Sun City has repeatedly defeated bond
programs designed to permit the Peoria
School District ‘to expand its [acilities.

Probably no big selling job will be
needed with the home owners associa-
tion. Sun Citians with a $30,000 valued
home, it was predicted, will save $136
in taxes annually under the proposed
Sun  City-Youngtown Unified School
District, according to figures of the
HOA.

The advisory committee to the Peoria
School Board has recommended re-
districting so that needed schools for
Peoria district can be built without
having to overcome Sun City voter op-
position.

The HOA will present figures and sia-
tistics compiled largely by the advisory
committee and Melvin Huber, school
superintendent. )

It was -estimated that the Peoria
School * District, tax: rate with the re-
tirement- communities’ for 197475 will

per -$100¥ assessed valuation.
ut” ‘the?
at ‘4.28.‘:‘.‘(1 d 7, 4
The 1973-74 tax rate

The new/unified Sun- City-Youngtown
tax rate would’ be; $1.07 per $100 as-
sessed..valuation.; Total assessed valua-
: unified fgtricg‘.fwas placed at -

7. is'the: deadline for filing peti-
tions. to “establish the district by the
start‘of the fiscal year July 1. ..
‘The PeoriajSchool now ‘has 3,627; el-
ementary ' students;: with* grades- ' one
through'.six on ' double sessions.- Pro-,
jections place school enrollmentat 4,800 -
by Sept.’1, 1975 With- a:school,'capacity
for: 2,350 i students;* that leaves ‘a defi-
iency ‘for 2,450 “students! Three new
olementary “schoolsswill be needed by
September 1975 \to : accommodate “the:*
leficlency.»+ . v Bl b

Ligs AR et

rate was\estimated . .

for the district, is

Projects place
high school at

5, or the nee :
by date. Deficiency needs until that

and one high school was placed

by that
schools

ARIZONA REPUBLIC, May 6, 1974

deficiencies for the
537 students by Sept. 1,
d for one new high school

at about $10 million.

; tary
Cost of the needed three clemen
grade schools and one high school was

placed at about $10 million. .
The Sun City-Youngtown district would

Continued on Page B-2

More
qbout

. Continued from Page B-1 _

have 60 elementary and 37
high school students. If the

new district were formed, it.

Thust have a new school build-
ing within six months, ac-
cording to state requirements.
i Earl Clore, HOA president,
said the - building could be
provided through 30-cent levy
funds. High school studenfs
would be sent to other high
sqhouls in the area.

~The formal operating budg-

ef for the SCY district, as

o
1874, Clore said, was $107,000

cgmpiled by the state hoard
far the first year.

Drive to

edycation as of April 1, .

e el ——

If the Peoria District g
reorganized and a bond pro-
gram passed for new con-
struction as soon as possible
in 1974, the cost would gdd
about 87 cents fo the Peoria
District 1974 lax rate and
$1.75 to the 1975 rate. Huber
said it would be possible to
sell bonds up fo $7 million if
a bond proposal passed.

Previously, the advisory
committee headed by Gilbert
Lopez of Peoria, who is also
a “member of the Peoria
Schoal Board, had apnqunced
the committee favored redis-
tricting because it would
give Peoria freedom to re-

Az Hepo bl
May ¢ 1994

split Peoria district

e — —_—T =

gain control of the local
school board, allow the board
and adminisiration freedom
to implement and maintain
desired educational programs
and help {o keep and attract
qualified educators.

Pelitions for the redistrict- :

ing are available now at the |

_HOA office.

I

t
i
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challenge

validity of school petitions

By JIM CULLISON
Staff Writer

Four Arizona
organizations joined forces
in Sun City Saturday to
form a statewide coalition
of groups representing
areas comprised of adult
residents and property
owners who are retired or
nearing retirement.

In addition the Sun City
group. in the coalition filed
an action in Maricopa
County Superior Court
Friday challenging the
validity of petitions sub-
mitted to form a new school
district encompassing just
Sun City-Youngtown.

The new district took
effect yesterday.

ATTORNEY Gary Peter
Klahr of Phoenix,’
representing the
Retirement Community
Association of Sun City,
said a hearing on the
challenge has been set for
9:30 a.m. July 12 in Judge
David Lurie’s court.

Petitions

(Continued from Page 1)
added that many signa-
tures appear invalid.

The group has had dif-
ficulty finding a permanent
meeting place in which to
check the petitions, she
said, and the work has been
delayed by frequent moves.
She added that Recreation
Centers of Sun City did not
provide space. Friday’s
meeting was held in the
Youngtown Clubhouse.

Mrs.\Schaefer said three
real estate agents have told
her that as soon as a school
is built in Sun City property
values will drop.

SHE HAD harsh words
for Doug Morris and Earl
Clore, respective
residents of the Sun City
raxpayers and
{omeowners * associations,

vho'iwere i leaders « of theilémy = “intefligen¢e:

He added that the judge
set a $4,500 bond to have the
county verify the petitions,
and said the group is un-
certain whether it can raise
the money.

David Stackhouse, 11079
Pleasant Valley Rd., head
of the Sun City group, also
was named cochairman of
the coalition, called the
Adult Retirement Com-
munities Association of
Arizona. ‘

THE OTHER cochair-
man is Melvin Wolf of Adult
Action in Mesa, and Mrs.
Rose Jackawitz of Sun City
was elected secretary.

ther spokesmen at the
Saturday meeting were
Mrs. Marian Irvine of the
Retired Citizens
Association of Youngtown
and Fred Miller of North-
town in Phoenix. '

-Adult Action is a cor-
poration representing 17
adult subdivisions
throughout Arizona. The
Youngtown and Sun City

drive to establish a Sun
City-Youngtown school -
district. She accused
Morris of working “to be
mayor of Sun City and said
both men ‘“‘want top jobs,
money-making jobs.”

“I'm not trying torun Sun
City,” she said. “I'm just
trying to stop the petitions
and set Morris right on his
duff where he belongs.

“We are going to win,”
she continued. “We are not

defeatists. We  think
positive.” ,

MISS PAT Grant termed
a recent Taxpayers:

Association public meeting
on the school district “‘a
psychological attempt to
control us.” She said the
petition was misleading
and added, \‘I want those
‘who run Sun City to respegct

groups were formed
recently to oppose local
construction of schools.
PURPOSE- of the new
association is to obtain
local, state, and federal
legislation permitting
establishment of

residential areas in which’

schools and school children
are not allowed, Stackhouse
said.

He said . plans are un-
derway to establish the
legal concept of exclusive
adult - communities in-
contestable on the national
as well as the state level.
Communications have been

established with similar

groups in other states and
with a number of
Jlegislators, he added.

™He said ARCAA is ex-
tending its support to
existing similar com-
munities in the state, all of
which are eligible for
membership. ~ Interested
persons can contact
Stackhouse at his home

" ‘memb
_.out of their -own"pockets,

challenged...

citizenship with openness
and honesty.”

A Northtown spokesman
at the meeting said
residents there began seven
months ago to investigate
the status of their adult
community.

The RCA leaders urged,
those attending to write to
state and national
legislators, the national
president of the American
Association of Retired
Persons, and the Del E.
Webb Development Co. to
seek assistance and action -
on the matter.

Stackhouse said in-
terested residents can join
the Sun City group by
paying a $2 membership fee
and added he hopes it will
grow to 4,000 or 5,000
members. :

i gndiiadede b

|
i

address or Wolf at 5535 W.
Aspen Ave., Mesa.

"THE RCA of Sun City
outlined its objectives
during a 90 minute public
meeting Thursday which
was attended by about 160
residents.

Stackhouse said he
believes legislation is the
most satisfactory method
for achieving the group’s
goals, but added, ““The first
and most vital step is to
stop the building of schools
in Sun City.”

He said the best way to
block the school is to in-
validate the petitions.

“I CAME here to have a
little peace and quiet, and I
want to keep it that way,”
he said. *‘No one. is going to
take it away.”

RCA leaders asked for
donations to defray ex-
penses, particularly legal
costs, and- many in at

tendance indicated they
would contribute. One man
pledged $200 and another
$100. e 8
" _“Mrs. Lucile Schaefer *
LR soiTe “of =

pers ‘have'had to"pay -

including advertising ex-
penses, $99 to make copies
of the petitions submitted
by supporters of the new
district, and $183 to obtain
the voter lists to com-
pare with the petition
signatures.

SHE SAID a nucleus of
members has been working
daily to check signatures
against the voter lists and

(Continued on 2A)




Bi ﬁ“ elow, K
to school board

name&

Three Sun City residents
were sworn in yesterday as
trustees for the newly
formed school district in
Sun City-Youngtown,

Michael 'Komar,- 9901

Raintree Dr.; Mrs. Fr.ances_
. Kerr, 11007 Cameo Dr.,and '
Ed Bigelow, 10309 Prairie -

Hills Cir., took office after
being inducted by county

school superintendent °

Richard Harris.

The new district, whlch ;

takes - the _,retu-ement
communities‘, out of * the
Peoria School District,
became official yesterday.

HARRIS .said in the
morning - before  the

swearing in ceremony that

the new board will have to

begin its work immediately

and that it will have budget
- problems right away.

He said the county has
been working on budget
figures for the district
tentatively, but that the
trustees have to take all the
official action.

- July 15 is the deadline for
submitting the budget to
the county, he said.

The three have only
temporary = appointments,
and all board seats will be
up - for election in
November, Harris added.
Interim trustees can run to

six months.

retain their seats at thg’a
time, if they wish, he said.

THE DISTRICT wgg
formed after supporterq
obtained more than 18, 00,
petition signatures ar;
presented them to the
Peoria school board, Wh]Chi
approved the partmon 3

The new board also mi
take steps to provide,
school facility ' in |
district, which the. law
states must be available

There are approxnmately
100-school students living uiir
the retirement com-|
munities. .

- ung-smaN

#____4____,
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validity of school petitions

By JIM CULLISON
Staff Writer

Four Arizona
organizations joined forces
in Sun City Saturday to
form a statewide coalition
of groups representing
areas comprised of adult
residents -and property
owners who are retired or
nearing retirement,

In addition the Sun City
group in the coalition filed
an action in Maricopa
County Superior Court
Friday challenging the
validity of petitions sub-
mitted to form a new school
district encompassing just
Sun City-Youngtown.

The new district took
effect yesterday.

ATTORNEY Gary Peter
Klahr of Phoenix,
representing the
Retirement Community
Association of Sun City,
said a hearing on the
challenge has been set for
9:30 a.m. July 12 in Judge
David Lurie's court.

He added that the judge
set a $4,500 bond to have the
county verify the petitions,
and said the group is un-
certain whether it can raise
the money.

David Stackhouse, 11079
Pleasant Valley Rd., head
of the Sun City group, also
was named cochairman of
the coalition, called the
Adult Retirement Com-
munities Association of
Arizona.

THE OTHER cochair-
man is Melvin Wolf of Adult
Action in Mesa, and Mrs.
Rose Jackowitz of Sun City
was elected secretary.

Other spokesmen at the
Saturday meeting were
Mrs. Marian Irvine of the
Retired Citizens
Association of Youngtown
and Fred Miller of North-
town in Phoenix.

Adult Action is a cor-
poration representing 17
adult subdivisions
throughout Arizona. The
Youngtown and Sun City

groups were formed
recently to oppose local
construction of schools.

PURPOSE of the new
agsociation is to obtain
local, state, and federal
legislation permitting
establishment of
residential areas in which
schools and school children
are not allowed, Stackhouse
said.

He said plans are un-
derway to establish the
legal concept of exclusive
adult communities in-

contestable on the national .

as well as the state level.
Communications have been
established with similar
groups in other states and
with a number of
legislators, he added.

“He said ARCAA is ex-
tending its support to
existing similar com-
munities in the state, all of
which are eligible for
membership.  Interested
persons can contact
Stackhouse at his home

address or Wolf at 5535 W.
Aspen Ave., Mesa.

THE RCA of Sun City
outlined its objectives
during a 90 minute public
meeting Thursday which
was attended by about 160
residents.

Stackhouse said he
believes legislation is the
most satisfactory method
for achieving the group's
goals, but added, ‘‘The first
and most vital step is to
stop the building of schools
in Sun City.”

He said the best way to
block the school is to in-
validate the petitions.

“I CAME here to have a
little peace and quiet, and 1
want to keep it that way,”
he said. ‘‘No one is going to
take it away.”

RCA leaders asked for
donations to defray ex-
penses, particularly legal
costs, and many in at
tendance indicated they
would contribute. One man
pledged $200 and another
$100.

Mrs. Lucile Schaefer
outlined some of the costs
members have had to pay
out of their own pockets,
including advertising ex-
penses, $99 to make copies
of the petitions submitted
by supporters of the new
district, and $183 to obtain
the voter lists to com-
pare with the petition
signatures.

SHE SAID a nucleus of
members has been working
daily to check signatures
against the voter lists and

(Continued on 2A)
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- School : District No. 15 were
swom into offxce Monday by

Initial board sworn in

for schools

’ SUN CITY — Board mem--

bers of the new Sun City
Youngtown. . Elementary

Richard
Harris,. coun-
ty school

ent,

Howe ver,
court action

Friday that
would require
checking the
validity of
signatures on
petitions to estabhsh the new
district.

The action was filed by
representatives of the Retire-
ment Community “Association

Bigelow

of Sun City. David Stack- .

house, a representative of
the group, said the aim of
the organization is to prevent

.the construction of a school
-and the presence of school-
.children in Sun City.

Earl Clore, president of
the Sun City Home Owners
Association, said he is “fair-
ly sure” the district will be
permanent since there were
more than the required num-

ber of signatures on the.

petmons

The new board members
were chosen by a joint com-
mittee from t he home

owners group and™ the Suxl

City Taxpayers Assoclatmn :

The members are:

. — Mrs. Frances' Kerr who

served 34 years with the
publlc schools in New York

s u perintend- .

VMrs. Kerr
was filed .

at Sun Clt

Komar

as teacher and assistant
principal. She also worked
with the New. York -City .
Board of Education as a
senior coordinator for read- |

_ing improvement teachers.

— Michael P. Komar, who
was 30 years in mangement
with the U.S. Steel Co. and |
the Inland Steel Co., of i
Chicago. He also served on
school, park and village
boards i in Madison, IIL

— Ed B:gelow, a school
administrator and teacher in
Dearborn, Mich., for 38
years, who helped plan for
$35 million in school build-
ings.

Bigelow said it is a chal-
lenge to provide the “people
of Sun City and the children
who live here with an educa-
tion that is basie, fundamen-
tal and still exciting,. We
hope. to provide a real
educational experience.”

Clore said the board has
six months' to get the new
,saaool in operation. Members
will plck a site for the
school that is as isolated as 4
possible from the_residential |
.area of the commumty, he -
added

T AR
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Hearing set Friday
on school challenge

By DON ROSEBROCK
Staff Writer

Official action on Sun
City-Youngtown school
redistricting petitions is
apparently awaiting the
Friday hearing in Maricopa
County Superior Court,

David Stackhouse,
heading the group opposed
to putting schools in Sun
City, said members of his
group are checking the
petitions thémselves and
“working like mad.”

If the county had checked
the signatures, he said, his
group would have had to
post a $4,500 bond. Not
having that kind of money,
Stackhouse said, his group
decided to do the checking
on its own.

STACKHOUSE is head of
the newly formed
Retirement Community

» the county check

Association of Sun City.

He is angry that the
groups circulating petitions
to separate Sun City from

Peoria district ‘‘didn’t

ve lo pay anything, but it

ould have cost us to have

the
signa tures,

“That’s damned unfair,”
Stackhouse said.

HE ADDED that he is
getting numerous telephone
calls from persons who
signed the petitions and
who are sorry now they did
S0,

WEATHER

U.S. Weather Service
Youngtown Station

High Low Precip.
Mon. 105 78 -_—
Tues. 102 71 —_
Wed. 106 T4 —

“They regret they did it
because they find qut now it
will mean putting schools
into Sun City,” Stackhouse
said.

Stackhouse himself is
angry at the move to put
schools in the area, saying
residents of Sun City are
‘“‘old, sick people who are
tired of being harassed with
schools and kids.”

JOANN Leiby, head of
the Peoria area parents
group that also worked for
redistricting, said she
dropped off a copy of the
RCASC suit at the group’s
attorney’s office but hasn’t
heard anything on it yet

“I doubt there is anything
our attorney can actually
do until the case comes up
on Friday,”" she said.

The case will be heard by
Judge David Lurie at 9:30
a.m. Friday.
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Komar, Mrs. Frances Kerr, and Ed Bigelow received certificates of lwwnlfbyhlmﬂonday.

Komar to head new school board

By JIM CULLISON
Staff Writer

Michael Komar, 9901
Raintree Dr., was chosen
president Monday of
Marinette School District,
the name selected for the
newly formed district
comprising Sun City-
Youngtown.

Komar, Mrs. Frances
Kerr of 11007 Cameo Dr.,
and Ed Bigelow of 10309
Prairie Hills Cir. were
appointed to the board by
Richard Harris, county
school superintendent, and
took office Monday.

Mrs. Kerr was chosen to
be board clerk.

THE THREE will serve
unti] permanent members
are elected in November,
and will be eligible to run
for election if they wish.

After taking office the
board traveled to Harris’
office to begin work on its
most immediate task,
formulating a budget for
the upcoming year's
operations. The budget
must be completed this
month, and Komar said a
public hearing date will be
announced soon.

Harris assured the board
members that state and
county education offices
will provide assistance
when required and added
they have wide latitude as
to the kind of education
they can provide for the
district's children. .

HE SAID that the board
is bound to receive
criticism at times, saying
that everyone in public life
receives it.

All the board members

have backgrounds in
education and public
service.

Komar spent his

professional career in the
steel industry, beginning
with U.S. Steel Corp., later
moving to Inland Steel in
Chicago. He retired from
Inland as general manager
of sales.

WHILE working with
Inland and living in Mat-
teson, I11., he was active in
local public affairs, serving
as a member of the school
board feur -years, as a
village trustee four years,
and on the parks board
eight years. All were
elective, non-pay positions.

After his retirement in
1969 he was appointed by
the governor of Wisconsin
as a member of that state’s
public service commission,
a group whose functions
resemble those of the
Arizona Corporation
Commission, and served
four years prior to moving
to Sun City.

Mrs. Kerr received a
bachelor of arts degree
from Adelphi University
and a master's degree in
education from City College
of New York. She worked in
the New York City
education system from 1929
until 1966 as an elementary
and junior high teacher,
acting principal and
assistant principal.

DURING her career she
also worked as a coor-
dinator in the city's school
curriculum division, which
was responsible for im-

plementing new courses;
worked at the board of
education headquarters in
a reading improvement
program, and worked in the
Bank Saint College of
Education publications
division, where she helped
develop a series of readers
for grades one through
three that was published by
the McMillan Co.

She also recently did
freelance work revising the
readers, and the resultant
second editions are to be
published soon.

Mrs. Kerr is a member of
Delta Kappa Gamma, a
women's honorary
education society, and her
other activities include
working for passage of
school bond issues in
Huntington, N.Y., church
work, and solicitation for
the Boswell Hospital
Foundation fund.

BIGELOW received a
bachelor of arts degree
from Western Michigan
University, a master of
education degree from
Wayne State University,
and has done additional
post graduate work.

He served as a Navy
communications and
education officer during
World War II. He has been
a teacher, administrator in
educational research,
assistant director of school
plant planning, and was a
school principal from 1952
until retiring in 1969.
Bigelow was employed 38
years in the Dearborn,
Mich., school system.

He has held positions and

offices in various civic and
professional organizations,
including Birmingham,
Mich., recreation
superintendent; Dearborn,
Mich., Health Council
treasurer; president of the
Michigan Education
Association and two
principals associations, and
organizer and first
president of the Lake Le
Ann, Mich., Property

TAXBS - SCHOOL

office from county school superintendent Richard Harris after being

(News-Sun Photo)

Owners Association.
SINCE coming to Sun
City he has been vice
president and publicity
chairman of the
Homeowners Association,
and currently is a director
of Friends of the Library
and the Male Chorus, a
member of the Sheriff's
Posse, and works on the
Bell Road Recreatior
Center planning board.
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SCTA BOARD TOLD

Sun City Citizen & Youngtown Record

New School District
Has 'Clear Sailing'

By Gail Washchuck
. G. Douglas Morris told
the board members of the
Sun City Taxpayers
at their
meeting July 5, that he
predicted ‘‘clear sailing”’
in the continued for-
mation of the new
Marinette School District
although he said the
“divisiveness’’ growing
in Sun City may mean
‘‘us winning the battle
but losing the war.”

He predicted the court
case to challenge the
petitions, scheduled for
Friday, July 12 at 9:30
a.m. before Judge David
Lurie, will be thrown out
of court for lack of
evidence. “If they bring
it to court and charge
malfeasance, the judge
ask for comment
from the County
Recorder who will have
no report and therefore it
will. be thrown out,”” he
told the board, based on
advice he has received
that - the:: :
Communities Association
of Sun City, RCASC, has
not been able to raise the
$4,500 needed for the
ybe, ;ewewed,%
nsure as to'whethér

"'the court would accept

-which claims an average

the ‘findings of RCASC,

of 43 per cent of the
signatures are unac-
ceptable, the board voted
unanimously to have
Morris meet with Earl
Clore of the Sun City
Home Owners
Association about
secking legal council to
represent them at the
hearing.

Retirement °|

board agreced with the
idea of an ‘‘adequate but
unattractive’  portable
structure for the school
building. He also said
that according to an
unnamed legal counsel,
Youngtown’s movement
to block schools in their
town was not legal.

On the subject of
special legislation for the
retired, Morris informed
the board of the result of

recent  correspondence
with John Martin,
counsel for AARP and
head of the Federal

Committee on the Aging.
Martin, a friend of
Morris’, said it was
possible to physically and
legally define a
retirement  community

but that securing tax
cxemptions specifically
inthe area of school taxes
would be very difficult
especially in Arizona
which has a law stating
that all property must be
in a school district. He
further stated that
retirement groups should
seek these changes on a
state and not national
level for best results. The
board agreed to pursuc
such legislation.

Ed Prouty reported
that interest in the new
Condominium Club ‘‘has
been staggering.’’ Prouty
said about 175 persons
have becen present at
prior meetings and that a
final, informal meeting

Continued on Page 4/

If the court accepts
RCASC’s cross-checking

of signatures,

Dewey

DeBoer suggested that
those who worked for
redistricting should have
the right to oversee the

process.

“It’s ridiculous

to let the foxes count the
“chickens,” he said.

Speaking
newly
board
education

about the
chosen.
members,
chairwoman

school

for SCTA, Jane Freeman,

said they were
standing people”’
““all familiar with

were

““out-
who

what we're going to be up

o against.”

Morris added that the



e

mor. New School District

Continued from Page I’
will be held on Thursday,
July 11 with the intent of
reaching. those who
haven’t attended
previous meetings.

Prouty told the board
about a June 17 letter
written by Morris to
Scnator Paul. Fannin
concerning the IRS ruling
subjecting con-
dominiums to a federal
income tax at the cor-
porate ‘level on its
reserve funds. Morris
said, ““The whole matter
borders on the ridiculous,
and appecars to be a
burcaucratic ruling in-

supportable in law or in .

equity.” He further asked
Fannin to review the
ruling ~and all other
pertinent” laws  and
regulations of the code

“with a view to
promulgating adequate
legislation determining

that condominiums are
not subject to a federal

“condominium

corporate incomce tax.”
In reply, Fannin said a
bill, H.R. 15367, had been
introduced in the House
of Representatives which
would provide that a
home-
owners'’ ‘association
would qualify as a tax
exempl organization.
Fannin said that the
subject will also be
discussed by.the Housc
Ways and Mcans Com-
mittece during its con-
-sideration of possible
arcas”of tax reform.
Finally the scnator said
he was looking forward to
carly consideration of the
tax reform hill and would
support cfforts to qualify
condominiums as tax
exempt organizations.
In  other matters,
DcBocr told the board the
court casec concerning the
original rate incrcasc for

the Sun City Water
Company has been
completed with final

argucments made and
briefs filed. He said a
decision  could be ex-
pected around the middle
ol the. month. |

74 Continuing his report
“on utilities, DeBoer said

Arizona Public Service
did file for a fuel cost
adjustment  with the
Arizona Corporation
Commission. In a letter
to APS, the commission
granted the adjustment
which provided for an
increcase from $1.97 per
thousand kilowatt hours
to $4.28 per thousand. The
adjustment
effective June 27.

became

sponsoring -a non-
partisan political sym-
posium in place of the
meeting. Final
arrangements for the
date and location have
not heen decided.

Morris said he had
been approached by
KPHO television for
assistance in finding a
Sun City couple to in-
terview for ‘a’
documentary they are
preparing  on  inflation.
Morris said they are
looking for someone to
testify on the effects of
inflation on them.

Finally,the board voted
to send a representative
to the conference on
taxation sponsored by the
Arizona Tax Commission
next wecek in Flagstaff.

The Board is looking
into the possibility of
conducting the clection of
firc chief and seccrctary-
treasurer which should
he held every twWo years
according to Arizona law.
George Rodocker said a
ncutral organization such
as the SCTA should
conduct the election and
not the fire board which

he said was ““in-
competent’.
The board will also

study the nccessity of
building a ncw firchouse
at 99th Avenuc and Sun
City Boulevard as was
provided for in the new
budget Fire Chief George

, Mcade submitted to the
~ Maricopa County Board

to Supervisors. Rodocker
said if another firchouse
was needed, perhaps a
more central location
could be considered.
Because the September
quarterly meeting is
scheduled _for a week
| before the Arizona
) primary elections, the
) board is looking into
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Marinette District Proposes School Budget

A proposed budget of
£703,658.45 for the new
Marinette School District
No. 15 (Sun City -
Youngtown) will be
reviewed Monday, July
15 by the Board of
Trustees at a 2 p.m.
meeting in the Mountain
View auditorium.

The budget is based on
Marinette’'s assessed
valuation of $80 to $85
million. The board is
projecting that the tax
rate for the new school
district will be 88 cents

iper $100 assessed
valuation.
The proposed ex-

penditures include
$200,680.20 for Main-
tenance and Operation,
$8,000 for Pupil Trans-
portation, and
$494,978.25 for Capital
Outlay, Special Levies,
and Debt Service.
Officers for the board
have also been selected.

The board president
worked with Carnegie
Illinois Steel Co. as
production  supervisor,
the Inland Steel Co. as
assistant manager order
Michael P. Komar, 9901
Raintree Drive, was

chosen president. From

MICHAEL P. KOMAR

Brookfield, Wisconsin, he
moved to Sun City in 1973.

Komar received his
post high school training
at Blackburn College
Illin ois; DePaul
University, Chicago; and
Lake Forrest College,
Illinois.

> N \&
am .9

FRANCES KERR

Sun City Citizen & Youngtown Record July 10, 1974

He served as a trustee
on the Matteson Public
School Board from 1941 to
1945, and later served on
the boards of Matteson
Village and Matteson
Park. From 1945 to 1971
he worked with the
Matteson PTA.

division and sales
representative, the
Inland - Ryerson Con-
struction Products as
general manager of
sales, and as com-
missioner  with the
Wisconsin Public Service
Commission.

Frances M. Kerr (Mrs.
Kenneth) 11007 Cameo
Drive, will serve as clerk
on the board. From
Huntington, Long Island,
New York, she attended
Adelphi University,
Garden City, N.Y., and
the College of the City of
New York where she
received an M.S. in

\ Education.

. After teaching from
1929 to 1944, she served as
head teacher or acting
principal until 1954. In
that year she became
Curriculum Coordinator
for District 50 in Queens
County, N.Y. and a year

Continued on Page 4
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later accepted the
position of assistant
principal for the same
county.

In Sun City, Mrs. Kerr
worked with the Delta
Kappa Gamma Society
and at  the Boswell
Hospital FFoundation

Fund Solicitation.

Selected as trustce on
the Sun Cily Board is
James Edgar (Ed)
Bigclow, 10309 Prairie
Hills Circle. ;

. He came to Sun City in
1970 from Dearborn,
Michigan where he was
employed with Michigan

schools for 38 years. He.

first taught academic
subjects grades four thru
cight until Naval Service
in 1946. He then became a
school administrator in
Educational Rescarch,
assistant director of
School Plant Planning,
and ‘school principal in

1952. He was principal of
three clementary schools
hetween 1952 and 1969
when he retired.

Prior to coming to Sun
City, he was a
playground director and
pools supcrintendent for
the City of Dearborn
Recreation Dept. He was
also Supcrmtendcnt of
Recreation  for - Bir-
mingham, Michigan 1943-
44, treasurer of Dearborn
Iealth Council, officer
for the Dearborn City
Parent Teacher
Association, President of
Michigan Education
Association, and
president  of  Wayne
County and Dearborn
Principals Association.

He reccived his B.A.
from Albion College,
Western Michigan
University and received
a Masters in Education at
Wayne State.

-
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SCTA BOARD TOLD

New School District

SUN CITY CITIZEN

JULY 10, 1974

Has ‘Clear Sailing’

. By Gall Washchuck

G. Douglas Morris told
the board members of the
Sun 'City Taxpayers
"Association at ‘their
meetiﬁg July 5, that he
predicted “‘clear sailing”’
.in the continued for-
matiqn of . the new
Marinette School District
although he said the
growing”
in Sun City may mean
“‘us winning the battle
but losing the war.”

He predicted the court

case to challenge  the’

petitions, .scheduled for

" Friday, July 12 at 9:30

a.m. before Judge David

" Lurie, will be thrown out

malfeasance, the judge
©will ask for comment
from.. the County

of court for lack of
evidence. ““If they bring
it to 'court and charge

. Recorder who will have

no report and therefore it
will be thrown out,” he
told the board, based on
advice he has received
that the.

“Communities Association
of Sun City, RCASC, has

not been able to raise the
$4,500 needed for the

.petitions.to be reviewed.,

“the court

T

Y

‘Unsure- es to “whether’
would -accept
the findings of RCASC,

- which claims an average

of 43 per cent of the
signatures are unac-
ceptable, the board voted
unanimously to have
Morris meet with Earl
Clore of the Sun City
Home Owners
Association about
seeking legal council to
represent them at the
hearing.

Retirement

If the court accepts
RCASC’s cross-checking
"of signatures, Dewey
DeBoer suggested that
those who worked for
redistricting should have
the right to oversee the

process. ‘‘It’s ridiculous
to let the foxes count the
*chickens,” he said.
Speaking about the
newly chosen school
board members,
education chairwoman

for SCTA, Jane Freeman,
said they were ‘‘out-
standing people’’ who
were "all familiar with
what we re gomg to be up
against.”’

Morris added that the

board agreed with the

idea of an ‘‘adequate but
unattractive’””  portable
structure for the school
building. He also said

‘that according to an

unnamed legal counsel,

~-Youngtown's movement

to block schools in their
town was not legal.

On the subject of
special legislation for the
retired, Morris informed
the board of the result of
recent  correspondence
with John Martin,
counsel for AARP and
head of the Federal
Committee on the Aging.

Martin, a friend of
Morris’, said .it was
possible to physically and
legally define a

retirement community

r

but that securing tax
exemptions . specifically
in the area of school taxes
would be very difficult
especially in Arizona
which has a law stating
.that all property must be
in a school district. He
further  stated that

retirement groups should

seek these changes on a
state and not national
level for best results. The
board agreed to pursue
such legislation.

Ed Prouty reported
that interest in the new
Condominium Club “‘has

-been staggering.’”’ Prouty

said about 175 persons
have been present at
prior meetings and that a
final, informal meeting

Continued on Page 4l =.
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Education funding OKd in Sun City

y LMA JIEA came rowdy and ended soon
" SUN CITY — The new Aafter two men threatened to
Marinette School  District [ight outside.

Earl Clore, Sun City Home
Owners - .Association presi-
/ent said afterward that it
was a_small group of resi-
dents w ho harassed the
board. “Yet,” said Clore,

“we never saw them at the
Peoria School Board hearing
for & $7 million budget.”

Spectators questioned why
the district could not pay
tuition for students to attend
another "school rather than
erect a school in Sun City.

: Thé new district was estab-

trefhel POl 5 s

after 90 minutes of tough

grlllmg &ﬂﬁn t
. ting, atten ed by

about 150 persons in Moun-
tain View Auditorium, be-

/}—5 /'l/)ept-vb/;r;c -
Jo> /y 'y /?79'

™ .lished July 1 after the area -

was severed from the Peoria
School District.
elections,
Youngtown  residents defeat-
-ed - bond - sales for school
construction proposed by the
Peoria district.

Board members explamed
iMcmdaly that the district has
been established and ' the

In several

board appointed. Legally, the

board must provide facllities
in Sun City by Jan. 1.

Validity of signatures on a .

re-districting petition has
been challenged in Maricopa
County Superior Court. A rul
mg is expected July 24.

Some at the meeting saxd

‘they felt the district was
fortunate to have a’tax rate

of 88 cents for each $100 of

assessed valuation.’

1
John Lanni, a "former

‘member of the Peoria School

{Board, told the new board,
'“You are going to have a

"hell of -a’ mess from now on
in establishing a school dis-
tri¢t in Sun City.”

Some spectators contended
pe—— i ;

Sun City and

there were signers of the
redistricting petition w ho
were unaware that a school
would be built here.

Doug Morris, Sun City
Taxpayer Association presi-
dent, said published accounts

“made it clear school facili-

ties would be established. He
said 18,105 ' persons signed
the petition.

The budget allocates $101,-
431 for tuition for 60 kinder-
garten through eighth-grade
students to attend another
school until Jan. 1, and for
45 students to attend a high
school outside the ' district for
a full school year. It is
expected that the Peoria
School District will accept
Marinette students. :

Other * budget - alIocatlons
are: ¢ SR P !

— $255,000 in 30-cent levy;

* funds lease-purchase portable

school buildings and to ac-

' quire a school site. -

~

— $32,000 to pay for four
teachers, one. a head teach-
er.

The board exp]amed that it
must budget. money for a
full year.. Unused funds will -
be carried over into the next
year. ;% w L
" “Board members also said
they . would approach devel-.
opers in Sun City and Young-.
town to ask for .the donation:
ofaschoolsite & ;.f_; :

SpectatOrs obJected to? the '

; budgetlng of $8,000 for trans-_
“portation, and the board re- .

duq\ed that fo -$1,000.” The
board said it did not intend
to provide bus transportation,”
but - had ' budgeted: the:
$8,000 as a contingency fox‘
emergencles :
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. Peoria school election

50% opﬁtwe

ibonds

P3 1974

in Sun City

survey

o,

By THELMA HEATWOh

e A I S S vl

SUN CITY — Fifty per cent of the Sun
City Taxpayers Association would vote
against the Peoria school bond election if
the election were held today, an associa-
tion poll has revealed. ‘

In interviews with 548 members of the
4,400-member SCTA, 24 per cent favor
the issue and 26 per cent are undecided.
The bond election will be held Oct. 8.

.Doug Morris, president of the SCTA, .

said the survey ‘was accurate within 2
per cent. The survey was done by phone
within the past two weeks.

“If we allocate the don’t-know votes
proportionately, 33 per cent of the don'i-
knows would be for and 67 per cent
against,” Morris said.

Of those surveyed, 49 per cenl said
they voted in the 1973 school bond issue.
Twenty-six ‘per cent said they voted for
the bond issue and 74 per cent voted
against it. ‘ .

Of those who voted for the last issue,
69 per cent said they would vote for the
current $13.2 million school bond propos-
al. Of those who voted against the 1973
bond proposal, 71 per cent said they
would do so again.

Twelve per cent who voted for Lhe
former issue, said they would now vote
“no” and 9 per cent who voted against
the issue would vote for the new bond

. proposal. i
““In still another facet, 18 per cent who
voted for the previous issue are now un-
decided and 20 per cent who voted
against the former issue also are unde-

cided.
\o attempt was made in the survey to

separate the elementary and high school
bond issues. But there are two issues
and in the lasl vote, the community re-
sponded differently to each. The variance
is nol believed to be a significant fac-
tor, Morris said.

“On so emotional an issue,” .said Mor-
ris, “it would be fatuous to draw a firm
conclusion but there is evidence there
that if the bond issue were lo be voted

on today it would be a very close vole.

“To whatever extent the membership
of the SCTA is representative of the pop-
ulation of Sun City and there’s no reason
lo believe it isn't, the results of this sur-
vey are projectible to the entire com-
munity,” he said. "

1n another factor, examination of Sun
City’s vote by polling places in the 1973
bond election indicates that those of
shorter residence were more opposed (o
the bond issue.

“This could have a material bearing
on the 1974 vote depending on the num-
ber of new arrivals who are registered °
and eligible to vote,” Morris said.

Phil Tapley, SCTA board member, an-
ticipated that the effort to redistrict and
establish a school here could bring out a
greater percentage of Sun City voters in
the election. ' o

Morris said the SCTA board will mee
at 1:30 p.m. Thursday in the First Fed-

eral Savings building in Youngtown to .’
-decide whether. the SCTA will make a

recommendation for or against the elec-
tion or take no position.

“Give this adult thinking,” he told
board members. “Weigh both sides a

come up with a firm answer.”
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< By THELMA HEAT WOLL

SUN CIT midcnt
of the Sun City Taxpayers Associalion
(SCTA), confirmed Sunday that he has
resigned his office because of his
decision to support the Peoria School
District’s bond election.

“T am more concerned aboul the

education of the children than I am -

about my pocketbook,” Morris said.

The SCTA board Saturday accepled:

Morris’ resignation and took a stand
against the $13.2 million bond election
being held by the school district on

|l

ARIZONA REPUBLIC, Sept. 9, 1974

V S'c ‘ bl bonﬁ gfiﬁborter qutts S Cu‘y group

The board also reallirmed ils
lmentlon to continue working to sepa-
rate Sun City from lhe Peoria School
District.

Morris said the SCTA had taken Lhe
only stand it could, because its purpose
is to be a “walchdog of Sun Cily's
pocketbook.”

The subslantial fax savings resulting

" from the separation of Sun City from

the school district dictales (he SCTA
policy and action, he said.

“l am more concerned about what's
happening lo the character of Sun City

regretted that. qr‘peimon to separate the
 district was* mvah
| Courf action. Lt‘,s

} | anfs §

ted- by « Superior..
it believes Sun City. -

opﬂs!‘;a_ Wts own schmkdlstnct.. »
i;i-“ﬁw “can: fayl 5o othe,t pgsmm we
reto folfill prqmnsd‘an ourrespom
: ;billtyﬁgs i watchdo& »OE-fSumSOLty;s 2
=" pocketboo ”Ahe -SCTA ‘papef-déclared.-
b 4tie-takyd a-definite posltxon*against-the =
. “bond isgle.”

[ LT A 5oy

than I am about what’s happening Lo ¢
laxes,” Morris said.

“If Sun City were to succeed in see-
araling from the Pcoria School DistrieT
and eslablishing a school districl wilhin
our borders, I would be deeply cpn-
cerned. Nol so much aboul the inevita le
disruption of our insular and insulated
way of life as about the negatwc impacr
of our unsympathetuc society upon those
youngsters in their formative and mos 7T
impressionable years.”

The SCTA in its position paper said 7
Conlinued on Page B-2

e

4: i, Morris; sald-he could: -ndt i all-con-

\Lmence take! my eyes Off those!children -

in order to'count a few bucks. I shall
work strv.puously for, the bond, issue.” -

- .,_..._...‘_-
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. Sy elitions to
create a Sun Clty - Young-
down school district and
break away from the Peoria
.School District will be circu-
Jdated Tuesday near polling
‘places here and in
‘Youngtewn

- Jack Driver, of Sun City,
:said .Wednesday the petitions

-are being printed and that 60 |

-to 70 “concerned citizens” will
‘man petition fables at least
‘3l feet from. general . election
poll areas.

* Driver -gaid. the plan is to
djéide thes'zc?; 5
ss_ﬂd M t’.he“ 897'\.

’:;:,..:?“,r..w b uhsnid DIRTGT I
o

th

dtstrwt farm

ocr- 3/, tG7%

high school sludents in the
retirement.  communities  to
other school districts on a
tuition basis.

An earlier plan to divide
the district, dispatch the high
school students elsewhere on
a tuition basis, and build a
school here for elementary
students was ruled out due
to lack of valid signatures on
petitions.

ARIZONA REPUBLIC, Oct, 31, 1974

“l can see no reason why
all students here cannot be
Luitioned out,” Driver said.
“It doesn’t seem logical to
build an elemeniary school
for about 43 elementary
students.”

Ballots in the recently ap-

proved $6.25 million bond
proposal to build three ele-

-mentary schools are now

FeL Gity factwn would create own school

being checked in Superior
Court.

Referring lo that bond
issue, Driver said it was his
understanding that if court
action does not overturn the
election results the new dis-
trict, if formed, would help
pay for those bonds

Driver pointed out that the
retirement communities with

I district- and.
entary and /(

] ._‘.,r; ? e

‘fl-a'\n!j

‘J f;‘& 4&«,13?%?

The ‘Arizona’ Repub!ic C-

Dyl 7y e A

the 89 students and the
family-oriented Peoria dis-
trict with 5,000 students are
two different worlds. But be-
cause of the preponderance
of voters here, the retire-
ment districts in elections
tell the Peoria area what
they can do. For this reason,
he said, the two districts
should be separated. -

“We don't like to be depict-

Out puplls Phoenix, Thurs., Oct. 31, 1974

ed as ogres,” hc “Said. “We
are very-toncerned, but on
the other hand many people
here are on limited incomes
and cannot afford the burden

-of rising taxes.

“My conclusion is to allow
Sun City and Youngtown to
maintain their own district
and the Peoria area to main-
tain theirs. As it is, there is
a continual battle over what

we are going to do,” he

said.

Driver said he believes the
majority of people in Sun
City and Youngtown want to
separate both school districts
but they do not want a
school built here. He said he
also believed that Peoria
people want Sun City and
Youngtown out of the
district.

The Sun City Taxﬁ'aycrs \
Association and - the Sun City
Homeowners Association offi-
cials have not endorsed the
petition effort, Driver said. .

“Officers in the organiza-
tion feel they must poll their
membership before they can
officially endorse the

project,” he explained. s
- 7
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By DON ROSEBROC K
“Staff Writer
, Reacllqns to Monday s&eparauon
of 'Sun City-Youngtown from the
Peoria Schooi District range from
elation to ‘susptc:on it will increase
taxes and result in schools being built
within the retirement communities.

The decisiopn made by the county
board of supervisors under state law
ARS 15-403A defines ,SC-Y as an
unorganized territory, with the 89
students living here to be the
educational responsibility of the
‘county. school superintendent.

Under state law, the area will have
lo pay a general education tax of
$1.30 per $100 of assessed valuation
and the consensus of school officials
is that resndents will also be

- responsible. for.. present bonded ‘in-

debtedness, eshmated to be 50 cents

per $100 assessed valuation.

THE PRESENT school tax rate is

$3.39 per $100. The tax money will be
put into the general ‘fund, to be
distributed to schools as state aid,

Richard Harris, ‘county school
superintendent, said residents will
. not be responsible for .the tuition

costs of the students here, with the
funds coming from the county or
state.

The district boundaries will, under
law, be redrawn on July 1, 1975 and
the students here will' then be
tuitioned into a nearby district,
probably the Peoria schools they
already attend.

REDISTRICTING backers. 4tg: |

'.-mxderstan _'bly ‘jubilant” over t.hen:

-+ seemif
others, notably the Retirement’

: Community Association of Sun City - .
(RCASC) president Mrs. Lucile’

Schaefer, are angry. _ .:;.:
Mrs. Schaefer called the petitions
“one of the dirtiest tricks pulled on
anybody’” and said it ‘‘stinks worse-
than three-day old fish.” . -

She indicated her group is lookmg
into possible legal action to block the

move but said no definite stand has. :

been Iaken

IRONICALLY one of the petmon i

signers from Sun City is attorney
William Maxant, an RCASC legal
adviser. When informed he'd sngned

- the zheet, Mrs. Schaefer said she is

Yeffortless victory -but: "

News-Sun - Friday, November 29, 1974

One of her mam complaints is that

" *‘ihe move'was done quickly and with
i !lllle publicity. The petitions were
,sﬁled by the parental community
“Thursday and by the Sun City-

Youngtown group .Friday; the
- supervisors approved it three days

-;ater. .

]

l

© Mrs. Schaefer said the move
:should have beendelayed to allow the
¢ public more time to react and said
.the meeting should have been more

. widely advertised.

. THE MOVES, she said, were made

..in a “dirty, underhanded way” and
. charged the supervisors, afraid of
: being hit with more lawsuits,
"“bargained with Lew Singer on his
i suit against the bond issue.”

Singer promised to withdraw his
suit blocking the Oct. 8 bond issue if
the redistricting was .approved. He
was out of town last week and dldn t
sign the petitions.

Mrs. Schaefer also said she doesn’t
feel the move will stand, and will be
knocked down by the courts or the

" state legislature, with the possibility
arising of higher taxes and perhaps
schools being forced into the two
retirement communities.

THE RCASC learned of the im-
pending vote Saturday, she said, and
mounted a telephone and telegram
campaign urging Harris to veto the
measure.

He did take a stand against the
petitions at Monday’s hearing, a
move that brought derision and

catcalls from the parhsan audlence

Hams defended his stand, callin,

it an “objective analysis. ) Harrlg
was criticized by pelition signers,"
who claim he helped initiate the
petitions, helped push them through,
then publicly turned against them at
the meeting.

“I did their work for them; then,
when I expressed a personal opinion
as I'm also required to do by law,
they called me a traitor,” Harrls
said.

Harris said his anti-redistricting
stand is based on a fear a precedent
has been established that will allow
other retirement communities to pull
themselves out of a district.

(Continued on Page 2A)

-‘-i
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ions to school
f?ﬂCf split run gamut.

“shocked to see his name on there." 7
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(Continued from Page 1A)

HE ALSO said the move

may have. undesirable
consequences for Sun City
if young families are, at-
tracted to the community
by its low tax rate....... -

“We now have an oasss of

unorgamzed lerntory right

in the middle of the coun-
ty,” Harris said, ‘‘whereas
before all we had were a
few unorganized territories
on the fringes.

“There could be ﬁghts
over this as surrounding
districts battle for a
territory like that for its
high assessed valuation,”
he said.

HARRIS said he also is
concerned that only 10
signatures can have such a
massive effect, saying it
gives the Del E. Webb
Development Co. a com-
petitive edge over other
developers.

Harris denied he was not
considering the students’
welfare, saying, *‘I had
given thought to the con-

ailions 1n the SCQOUIS. piltea
this against the effect this
may have in other districts,
and made my decision. It's
easy for those people out
there to look only to
themselves. They have one
districtbut I have 55 to take
care of,” he said.

He said he’'d be
prised” if other retirement
areas don't try the same
thing and if it goes to court
“my bets are they’ll win
because of the unfair tax
rates that give one
developer anm edge over
another.

“I'M NOT sure it's in the
best interest of the people in
Sunr City either,”” Harris
said. *'It may have
repercussions out there
they don’t know about, like
having a lot of families
move in there for the tax
break, and the retirement
aspect of the community
may be lost.”

Reactions from persons
in the rest of the county are
“overwhelmingly opposed”

usur_‘

ana ‘very antagomsuc,
the superintendent said.
Peoria supenntendent
Melvin Huber is taking a
“wait and see’ .attitude.

“I'M JUST wantmg for
something to happen. I'll
just run the schools here on
a day-to-day basis until
Julyl and wait to see if any
suits are filed or if we are
asked to accept the kxds 5
he said.

With SC-Y out of the
district, Huber estimated
the Peoria tax rate may
climb about 20 cents per
$100, but said it won’t make
much of a difference with
the new state refinancing
law.

The rate may be higher,
he added, if a bond issue is
voted through by the
remaining . district

_ residents.

HUBER  said he’d
received some criticism
from Sun Citians accusing
him of “sneaking it through
behind their backs’ but
said the move was done

without telling him. and.he

‘had nothing to do wnih» it. &

Robert Stark, the thstncthas been repeatedly
_cmnt? % frustrated by a retirement

cpt_nmumty " Stark said. .
Slark sald he ‘did not-feel -

superintendent

representing the Sun City ©
i

and Peoria area, said he

happy it passed. andadded

he’d advised the. lzw ‘be

used several years’ agn to
-so]\re

the  district’s
“unique’” problem._. =

“The dilemma de!pamled

aremedy. The law %l;wides
this method shall

so the law was comphed

with,”” Stark said simply.’

“THE NEED - was
presented by the district

residents and the people of .
Sun City. It was a unique °
both

situation where
parties wanted the same
things and the best in-
terests of both sides were
served by the solutlon," he
said.

Stark said he’s
worried” about setting a
precedent for allowing

other areas to pull them- -
school .

selves out “of
districts.

“I think all retirement
communities are probably

considering it but I don’t

know what their petitions

would show,” he said, in-
dicating because most
other retirement areas
don’t have the ability to
vote down bond issues
single  handedly, the
districts they are in wish to
keep them for their high

. assessed valuation. '
IN THOSE cases, Stark

said, petitions would likely

be opposed by the other.
residents and the board -

would probably deny them.

“The key is if both sides
want the redistricting. I
don’t think this condition
exists in other areas, at

used.
The petitions were in order,

leasl there are none I know
. of, where an entire school

reat of lawsuits or the

‘the meeting to the high rate
“of taxes Sun Citians pay to
/ the county is an example of
arm twisling

‘suits did not influence my

* decision, there was no
“criticism of Sun City or

Youngtown not paying their
fair share nf taxes,” he
~said.

The lone dissenting vote
‘was cast by Elden Rudd,
who said he is “not con-
vinced in my own mind that
particular law applies- in
this case.”

Calling it an archaic

- . statute, Rudd said he ftried
“‘not -

to research the law but
couldn’t find out anything
about its history.

RUDD SAID he thinks it
is intended to be a
geographic rather than
financial® tool, allowing
areas cut off from their
district’s school facilities
by difficult terrain to
remove themselves from
the district and send their

" students to closer schools.

Rudd said he feels the
“desperate situation” in
the local district should
have been solved by the
more. conventional petition

.. method, a drive that had

become stalled with only

nted references made at

(“ANY promises of law.

about - 10,000 out of the“

needed 18,000 s:gnatureg, Clore,
Vgal.hered : e

‘He feels a: prece_dent has

to. go. The legislature -
should do something, and I
think they are planning to
come up with something
that ‘would have helped,
Rudd said. ,
Asked if he felt he'd been"-'a*
pressured or threatened |
into voting in favor, Rudd
declined to answer.

-Mrs. Jo Leiby, a Peoria
resident who has been
fighting for bond issues and
local control of the schools
for several years, said she
was “thrilled” when the _
petitions were accepted.

SHE, with board member
Michael Killion, initiated
the petitions in that area
and said the method was
“simple, cut and dried,
with ‘ne possibility of a
challenge for unregistered
voters.

“I'm relieved and grate-
ful our schools will be
governed by those involved

with the children,” she
said,
Also expressing approval

were J. George Bender,
president of the Sun Clty
Taxpayers Association, and
Sun City Homeowners
iy

!
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Whatever the legal reasoning
*dﬁ'ﬁd"ﬁthe move, it appears an
increase of about 70 percent in this
year’s tax rate for the Peoria
norganized School District,
hich includes Sun City and
Youngtown, will have some impact
on residents’ pocketbooks.
. That increase, from 27 cents per
$100 of assessed valuation last
year, to 46 cents per $100 this
year, will help increase the overall
tax ratés paid by local residents.
The Maricopa County Board of
upervisors August 15 decided
Sun Citians will pay a rate of $7.39
per $100 of valuation, which does
not include costs of operating
street lights.
. Youngtown residents, they
decreed, will pay $7.15 per $100 of
valuation, an increase of 20 cents
from last year. The town’s rate,
meanwhile, declined from 14 to 13

cents.

: , which will go
from 29 cents per $100 last year,
to 37 cents per $100, this year.
Higher firefighter salaries, aver-
aging eight percent, and a capital
improvement program launched
by the fire board are part of the

reason for that jump. it a
A five percent increase 1n the

rate for the Junior College District

to 76 cents will affect locals, and
these rates will remain the same:

State, $1.60; Flood Control Dis-

trict, 20 cents; Central Arizona
Project, three cents; and unorgan-

‘Mﬁ e

figure to Tise to 9 cents per $100,

but because assessed valuation in
Sun City climbed from about $118
million last year to more than $122
million this year (a jump of 3.5
percent), the rate was set at 3

a e-glﬁ“"‘KT

jump 19 cents. He said when
voters approved a $7.5 million
bond issue several years age for
the construction of school facilities
in Peoria, the idle funds were
invested, and earnings from the
investments were used to offset
the interest on the debt service for
the bond. .

But since that time the construc-
tion firms completed their work,
and were paid what was owed
them, so there have been fewer
and' fewer monies available for
investment purposes, Peacock re-
vealed.- :

He pointed out the money
approved by the voters is going to
pay for what it was intended to
pay for, so the gap created by the
absence of monies which could be
invested has to be made up
through the establishment of a
higher tax rate. =

“You don’t.let the i

o S

JA

28

XVL ’IOOH?S

Liah '3




Property C ik i

(Continued from page 1)

sit around—the funds are placed
in a trust account at a bank, where
they earn interest,”” he explained.
It is possible that last year, the
Peoria Unorganized School District
‘““could have been credited more
than it was due,’’ because officials
wanted to make sure local resi-
dents were not unfairly taxed as
the construction program got into
full swing. -

Between $4.5 million and $4.75
million remains outstanding on the
bonded indebtedness, said Pea-
cock, who added when principal
and interest is included, some $7
million will have to be paid during
the next 10 years. The amount
‘required last year was $588,000,
he said, but without the credits
made, Sun Citians would have
been paying a tax rate of 47 cents,

which is one cent higher than that

set for this year.

The amount to be paid off would
rise to $720,918 in 1979, if local
assessed valuation climbed to $136
million, from the present $122
million, he added. Another factor
which helped create a low tax last
year, Peacock said, was the refund
program, which involved rebates
to homeowners. Sun Citians are
not eligible for rebates, ever since
the community split from the
Peoria district.

““From now on, the liability will
fluctuate up and down, but remain
in the same ballpark area,”’ he
added. He said it is expected to be
$600,000 in 1978, $720,918 in
1979, and drop back to $691,288 in
1980. The trend will continue until

1987, when local residents should
see a dramatic drop in these
rates, he predicted.

Phil Tapley, of the Sun City
Taxpayers Association, and Mike
Komar, president of the Home
Owners Association, had earlier
said they would demand a com-
plete ‘explanation of why the
school district taxes jumped so
high.

Komar said the HOA had been
getting numerous calls about the
issue, and Tapley said the SCTA
would require that a suitable
explanation be offered for the
increase. ;

The figures are not yet in,
Tapley declared, on just what the
tax rates will be for those living in
street lighting districts, which
number more than 75 in Sun City.
He said it is the SCTA’s intention
to look at the pros and cons of
working towards merging all Sun
City street lighting districts, to
possibly save money.

While it is likely Phase 1
homeowners will feel less of a tax
bite than those living in Phase II,
said Tapley, he stressed figures
are not yet available on this. ‘“‘But
I know my assessed valuation
jumped about 20 percent,”” he
added. Concerning the recent
Superior Court judge’s decision to
overturn the water and sewer rates
approved by the Arizona Corpora-
tion Commission, Tapley said the
matter may go to the state

- Supreme Court. ‘‘My guess would

be there would be a kind of

compromise,’’ he noted.
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After the war, Peoria’s
economy became healthier, and
the school district was drawing
more pupils until buildings were
virtually bursting at the seams.

However, in the 1960s, Peoria
had a new neighbor that was not
perceived as friendly to the school
district.

Sun City, the haven for
retirees, was founded by
developer Del Webb in 1960 and
caused problems from the
beginning because of the retirees’
tremendous voting power and
strong dislike for paying taxes in
a school district where they had
no children.

The board, which oversaw two
separate budgets — one for the
elementary schools and one for
the high school — went to the
voters nine times from 1962 to
1974 asking for authorization to
sell bonds to build badly needed
elementary schools and another
high school and to improve
equipment and supplies. In those
nine elections,-16 of 21 bond
requests were defeated by Sun
City residents, who outnumbered

Peoria residents.
: — School, PC!‘?
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Continued from PC8

In July 1975, Sun City finally
was granted permission by the
Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors to secede from the
district, to the great relief of
Peoria residents.

Soon afterward, the district
again asked voters to approve
bond issues to build two
elementary schools and another
high school, and the issues passed

- with more than 90 percent in
favor, said Bill French, district
business administrator.

Murphy, who was
superintendent from 1958 to
1973, said Sun City’s separation
was "probably good for both of us
because by the time we left, there
was a critical need.”

“We were on double sessions
and looking at triple sessions,” he
said.

Murphy said the attitude
among Sun City residents was
that “we've reached our golden
years, and no one is going to tell
us what to do.

“They wouldn’t accept any part
of it,” said Murphy, who also lived
in Sun City during that time and
spoke with many residents.

Mel Huber, who was principal
of Peoria High School before
bemg superintendent from 1973

g to 1978, agreed that before Sun
— City's withdrawal from the
& district, times were tough and

Wednesday, April

Doania Gppcecd acppdornis™ @, 5 G

education suffered. : ,
Huber, Murphy and other
administrators studied Sun City

to learn more about why the
residents were against bond
issues and improved education.

Murphy said the district found

that more than 50 percent of the
Sun City residents never had
children.

French said most of the
residents "didn’t feel they had an
obligation to educate other
people’s chidren because other
people didn’t educate their
children.”

Despite the majority of Sun
City residents that opposed
increasing school taxes, Huber
said there were many retirees
who served on the governing
board and “were really helpful
and sympathetic to the school
cause.”

Today, Sun City is not paying
taxes in the district, but many
residents volunteer their time
through the district’s volunteer
program, French said. The
district has an equivalent of 20
full-time employees who
volunteer to work as aides in the
classroom and help children and
faculty, he said.

After Sun City’s withdrawal
from the district, schools were
built in 1975, including the
district's second high school,
Cactus High.

And bond issues have been
passed every other year from
1975 to 1983, French said.
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First of two parts . ;
By JACQUE PAPPAS ... ..
News—Sun staff -

-SUN CITY-— Sun Cman Al

Bradley said; he.was' in ,shock -
iwhen he opened his property tax

{bl]l last week. .ji-- :
. As expected,;chls home ‘was

‘assessed valuation for a new
'state property tax on- education
#~-a tax imposed on. the: Sun
.Cities, Youngtown and about 20
unorganized districts.

..cBut what Bradley denf. ex-
pect was a drastic increase on
his ‘tax bill for a rental unit he
owns in Sun City.

“I about had a heart attack
when I epened up my tax bill
and saw that I got the full $4.72
(per $100 assessed valuation) on
my rental property. My tax bill
went up from about $300 to $900
on the rental,” Bradley .said.
“You tallc about singling out

‘| about had a heart’

attack when | opened .~

up: my- tax bill.. My tax-

bill went up.from about.

© $300 to $900 on the
_taxed 50 cents, for each $100 of . 36

TE

rental.” = i
e - Local tuxpayer

people for punjéhmént:.:that cer
tainly to me is something that is .

harsh. This was part of our in-
come. I was absolutely horrified

when I got my bill.”

Bradley was one  of several -

area residents at a Retirement
Community Association meeting
Monday who expressed his
alarm about the new property
tax.

“We're going to try and get
rid of our property right away
because we can’t afford that ex-

- 'pense,” Bradley said. “If you are

“ living in a condominium or own

a condominium and rentmg it to
someone' else, you re gomg to get
SOCked" g

The tax, part of a multx-

'mllhon-dollar budget-balancing

‘measure, was.;passed by the
‘Arizona Legislature and signed
into' law by Gov Rose Mofford in
July.

The law sets the tax rate at
50 cents for each $100 of as-
sessed valuation on residential
property in 1988 and increases it

1each year until 1992 when it is.

capped at $4.72.

-But” the rate for other prop-
erty, such as commercial land, is
$4.72 — the qualifying tax rate.

Don McDonald, cost analyst
for Maricopa County, said the
“other” category includes rental
‘units because they are not

See School, A5



—-From Al “When the bill was pa.ssed., it -

owner-occupled

‘thestatequahfymgtaxrateex mg to go up,” Larkin said..
‘cept in the case of owner-

people who are concerned about you really hit them is in .their -
tlus We've had several- calls pocketbooks. And now the people
ufrom people who were upset.” . -~ who are really wakmg up are-

was a shock to the people. But 3§ 7;-?.-
" “The way the law reads 15 believe it or not, some people =i i~
that the rate levied is equal to never knew their taxes were go- {4 .

“People don’t seem to keep in _i ,J‘ “EXEMPT
4occupled residences. I've gotten a touch with what is happening in G |: ...
'.falr number of calls today from -the community. The only way: | |7
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“McDonald said this year's new the businesses.” =

‘Cities and Youngtown has in- " 'Sun City Taxpayers Association, 1hree asterisks_denote a new county education district tax

ILL — This.part -of-a 1988 Maracopa County Tax State- -
quahfymg tax rate for the Sun '~ Larkin, also president of ‘the * fment is typical of what area homeowners .will receive. The

imposed -on" all unorganized districts. The tax ‘starts at' 50:
cents per S100 of assessed valuation on residential prop—:
erty, as above, and is $4.72 for ofher property. :

‘tripled. That’s not common.” *

creased by about 250 percent. said- he hopes the Arizona Su.
The rate increase does not in- “preme Court will rule that the
‘clude some special district taxes tax is unconstitutional.

such as street hghtmg and fire . A hearing is scheduled for
-dlstncts - - 9:30 am. Oct. 18 for oral ar-®
.~ “The state education tax rate guments on the matter.

hs new and is basically what's He said the taxpayers associ
-attributed to the increase,” Mc ation office received more t
‘Donald said. “For some it has 85 calls Monday ‘morning from
area residents.asking why the:r
' Ken Larkin, a member of the taxes had increased.

Retirement Community Associ- “Maybe our representatives m
\ation, said many residents who Sun:City likevus, but I don’t].
thave just been assessed the 50 believe that. -most . of . them -out-
feent increase are still surpnsea -side ~of Sun’iCity really

iwhen. they receive their taxes in .. They..feel. that. Sun . City,. Suri
ithe mail. _ City West, Youngtown and o _."

Larkin said.

‘unorgamzed school districts

|
=

deserve what we got and that
we’re not paying.our fair share,”

tnle ”
‘Larkin said Sun Citians ‘pay

taxes, for junmior .colleges and

gasoline tax —- part of w}nch
goes to schools -

““This is:a firm case of tax-
ation -without - representation,”
Larkin™ said. “If we.do get this
_overturned .in court then the
J “only thing we’ll have to_watch
are our elected representatives

fratan? =t e

“Well, this ‘is- not'

because they will be looking for
other ways to get-back at us or

. attack us.”

! Businesses, including non-
profit organizations and corpor-
ations, also have been hard hit
by the tax.

Ted Hoyt, premdent of the Sun
‘City Home Owners Association,
ssaid the group’s property tax in-

! creased by about 93 percent with
the evolution of the county ed-

ucation tax.
Hoyt said the nssomatmn was -

“charged about '$2,115 for the

T PN

county education tax alone.

“lI think it's a very -unfair
situation. We don’t mind if it’s
fair, but this is definitely not.
It’s a very shocking thing. What
we thought was an error on our
bill was actually passed as law,”
Hoyt said. “It’s a puzzling situ-
ation right now. We were very
surprised when we got the bill.
We were shocked. ‘And the
community is shocked, too. -I
talked to a: bumnessman whose
* tax went from $2,000 to $8,000.”

Hoyt said the HOA and some

. other local gmups are enmumg-

ing residents to mail in theu'._
bills under protest. T

" “This could be a real senous
problem for the business com- -
munity. People ‘who own rentals”
in the stores won’t be able to,
compete,” Hoyt said. “It’s a real-’
scary thing because it puts both!-
-the Tresidents and busmessp
community in jeopardy.” ss:-

Next: Businesses see some -
whopping increases in their..

property tax bills. d:’ 3
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By CHRISTINE SELIGA
News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — Del Webb Corp.
has hired a lobbyist to help in
the local effort to revise the so-
called Sun Cities school tax.

Kevin Moran, from Landry &
Associates in- Phoenix, will be
working with local groups and
legislators who want to revise
the tax.
“We were thinking about doing
it ourselves but then we con-
tacted them ... it saves us quite
a bit of money,” said Ken
Larkin of the Sun City Tax-
payers Association (SCTA).

Larkin said Friday afternoon

Webb

services of the lobbyist will cost
Webb_but that he’s been told
hiring one lobbyist for one year
would cost between 340000 and
$50,000.

Properties that Webb owns in
the Sun Cities are affected by
the tax, which was enacted last
year as an emergency measure.

“I guess it's twofold,” Larkin
said. “This is a community effort
and it probably affects them in
their sales and real estate.”

He said Moran will help put
together presentations if the
taxpayers group goes before the
Legislature. Moran also will talk

to Iegulatorn to explain revisions
of the tax and find out legi-
slators’ opinions on the issue.

Local legislators from Dis-
tricts 15, 17 and 19 are all
working on getting the tax re-
vised.

“What we're going to be talk-
ing about is tax equity,” lobbyist
Moran said Friday.

The tax, to benefit education,
is levied on property owners
outside of school districts. It af-
fects Sun City, Sun City West
and Youngtown.

For homeowners, the tax
started last year at 50 cents for
each $100 dollars of assessed

value of theu' property. It in-
creases by 50 cents every year
except in 1997, when it will be
capped at $4. 72.

For commercial and rental

rty the tax is not phased in

J)estaned at the full $4.72 for
each $100 of assessed value last
year,

Moran, who also is an at-
torney, said the tax is really
more than a Sun Cities issue. It
affects areas over the state
such as the Moint Lemmon area
near Tucson and the Pinnacle
Peak area.

“We're going to make an ef-
fort to reach out to those people

ires |ObbYIS'|' to fight tax

" he dxdnt know how mnr.h t.he

and work together to show it's a
statemde issue,” he said. -

Moran said Larry Landry
president of Landry & Associ
ates, was involved in an eﬁort w
stop the tax before it was signed
into law.

The Sun City Home Owners
Association, the Sun City West
Property Owners and Residents
Association and the town of
Youngtown have joined with the
Sun City Taxpayers Association
to work with local legislators on
revisions to the tax. Representa-
tives from those groups met with
Moran Friday morning.

Larki:\said there will be a

-

meeting next Fnday for leaders
from other groups such as the
Union Club, the local chapters of
the American Association of Re-
tired Persons and both Re-
publican and Democratie’ clubs.
They will be trying to form a
coalition with those groups.

In addition to trying to get the
law revised through the Legis-
lature, the SCTA will still be
pursuing a lawsuit on the con-
stitutionality of the tax, Larkin
said.

“This is a parallel path that
will not affect the lawsuit,” he
said of the lobbying effort.



By JACQUE PAPPAS
News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — It was standing
room only Wednesday as more
than 300 area residents re-
viewed a menu of possible revi-
sions for the so-called Sun City
school tax.

The Sun City Taxpayers As-
sociation sponsored a public
meeting to see how local resi-
dents feel on issues relating to
the property tax for education
passed into law last year.

Six legislative proposals were
reviewed at the meeting, where
state representatives and sen-
ators from the Northwest Valley
answered questions and told
residents what they see as in-
equities in the tax.

Area residents voiced their
concerns without hesitation, es-
pecially when area legislators
said the possibility of repealing
the tax is less than slim.

Sen.-elect Bob Denny, R-
Litchfield Park, said it would be
wise to introduce a bill that asks
for several modifications rather
than trying to get the tax re-
pealed.

“We would like to repeal it
but I don’t think that will hap-
pen,” Denny said. “I am only
being realistic. The only thing
worse than saying we can't do
(repeal) it, is to say we can and
to end up with nothing.”

“We have to keep working on
a bill because if the courts find
that it’s constitutional, then you
all will be left out in the cold
like you are now,” he said.

Denny’s words were matched
with grumbles from area resi-
dents as they chanted “why,
why, why?” can’t the tax be
repealed.

Sen. Pat Wright, R-Glendale,
said repealing the tax is nearly
impossible because that move

does not have majority support
in the House or Senate.

“You will not find 16 votes in
the Senate and 31 votes in the
House for a proposal that repeals
this tax,” Wright said. “The
perception of those people who
do not represent unorganized
districts is that you do not pay
your fair share. The problem is
that you've got to have the pub-
lic sentiment. Fair is not going
to cut it in the legislative proc-
ess and it’s too bad. I hate to
discourage you, too, but it won’t
even get to the governor with
the intention of repeal.”

The tax affects the Sun Cities,
Youngtown and about 22 other
unorganized districts, or areas
not in a school district, in the
state.

Wright said she hopes busi-
nesses in unorganized districts,
which began paying the full
$4.72 per $100 of assessed valu-

ation in 1988, would get their
taxes phased in as homeowners
do.

The tax in 1988 levied 50
cents for each $100 of assessed
valuation on residential prop-
erty. The tax will increase 50
cents each year, except in 1997,
when it will be capped at $4.72
— the qualifying tax rate.

Other legislators at the meet-
ing agreed that the tax would be
difficult to repeal and some
suggested that Sun Citians con-
tact people in other districts to
generate support for a change.

But Republican Don Kenney,
representative-elect for District
19, told residents that it’s better
to have tried and failed than to
have never tried at all.

“What I'm suggesting to you
is that we all get out there and
go for broke and try to do the
best we can and get this darn
See Lawmakers, A5
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News-Sun photo by Stephen Chernek

TAX MEETING DRAWS DOZENS — A member of the Wednesday in Oakmont Auditorium, 10725 Oakmont Ave.
standing-room-only crowd asks state legislators a question More than 300 area residents attended the two-hour
at a special meeting on the so-called Sun City school tax meeting sponsored by the Sun City Taxpayers Association.

School tax repeal is doubtful .
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Amount levied

shocks businesses

By JACQUE PAPPAS
News-Sun staff

.SUN CITY — Business owners
in the area said they were pre-
pared for drastic increases in
their property taxes after the so-
called Sun City school tax was
passed into law last year.

What they didn’t expect was a
double whammy.

Earlier this year, the state
added a levy of $4.72 per $100 of

assessed valuation on the real

property tax bills of all busi-
nesses in areas outside of school
districts.

Now businesses are receiving
their unsecured personal prop-
erty tax bills in the mail and
finding that they are again be-
ing taxed for the new state
property tax to fund education.

The personal property tax is

levied on non-permanent items a
business may own such as com-
puters, tables, electrical equip-
ment and photocopy machines.
" 'The tax is not assessed on
residential property, which was
Bfaxed 50 cents per $100 of as:.
sessed valuation in 1988 under
the law and will increase 50
cents each year until capped at
$4.72.

But businesses in unorganized
school districts such as the Sun
Cities and Youngtown are feel-
ing the pinch. .

Bob Smith, controller for
Union Hills Country Club, said
the non-profit establishment’s
real and personal property taxes
increased by more than $20,000
this year.—

DAILY NEWS-SUN
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“We were ; amazed,” ‘Smith
said. “We thought the tax only
pertained to real property and
not personal. I guess the word
just didn’t get out. Let me tell
you it was the best-kept secret.”

“It's harmful to small busi-
nesses in the area,” Smith said.
“If they had known this was
coming, they could have gradu-
ally passed on the expense. We
understand we have to pay
taxes, but a surprise is not ex-
cusable.”

Marian Hack, manager of the
Sun City Professional Building,
said the “surprise” taxation of
personal property may force
small businesses out of the Sun
Cities and into neighboring
towns located in school districts.

“We expected an increase, but
not this much,” Hack said.

“They’re going to run the
small businessman out of town,”
Hack said. “They are discourag-
ing people to come and establish
enterprise in Sun City. We are
so close to the Peoria border that

I think this could be the reason -

why our leasing has slacked off.”

News-Sun controller Rich
Ching said the newspaper’s per-
sonal property tax increased by
163 percent because of the ed-
ucation tax. He said the News-
Sun’s real property tax increased
by 93 percent.

“This is going to be a killer to
a lot of businesses. This is pure
increase,” Ching said. “With all
of our press equipment and
computers, our personal property
bill alone went up by about
$21,000.” ,

While businessmen may have
been surprised, tax officials say
the law clearly spells out that
the levy is to be on both real and
personal property.

Paul Corrington, chief deputy
of the Maricopa County treas-
urer’s office, said it is not un-
usual for education taxes to be
levied on unsecured personal
property.

“The only unique aspect is
that the state is levying a tax
See Businesses, A3 TV EE-
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Businesses feel tax pinch;

express shock at bill rate

—From Al

that in the past only organized
school districts have levied,”
Corrington said. “We got a lot of
calls from people when . (real)
property taxes went out earlier
this year, but we haven’t gotten
too many about the unsecured
property tax. We do this as a
legislative mandate.”
. The county treasurer collects
all real and personal property
taxes for the state, county,
school and special districts and
incorporated cities and towns.

Ed Leyba, administrator of the
Property Valuation and Equal-
ization Division of the Arizona
Department of Revenue, said
since the education tax is a
primary tax, it applies to all

property.

But even though the statute is
clear to state authorities, some
area legislators said they did not
know the measure would tax
businesses twice.

Rep. Nancy Wessel, R-
Phoenix, said, “When this bill
was before us and passed last
session, we didn’t even realize
the $4.72 would be on personal
property for the businesses.

“It sounds to me that it’s not
fair,” Wessel said. “It seems like
a double whammy to me. It’s not
only taxation without represen-
tation, but twice the taxation.”

Although not all businesses
have received their personal
property tax bills in the mail,

some anticipate a significant in-
crease.

Bill Collier, contrgller for the
Recreation Centers of Sun City,
said the additional tax is not
included in the corporation’s
budget.

“It’s unbudgeted for sure. I'm
not sure what the size of the
increase will be, but it definitely
will have an impact,” Collier
said. “We will file our taxes
under protest, just as we have in
the past.”

The centers’ real property tax
bill increased by more than
$200,000 this year.
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SC Qchool fax
trimmed in
budget deal

By JACQUE PAPPAS
News-Sun staff

PHOENIX — A long- awaited
dream came true for home-
owners and businesses in the
Sun Cities Tuesday evening.

House and Senate Republicans
passed a $170 million revenue
package reducinig a school tax
imposed on the retirement
_ communities last year.

If approved by Gov. Rose Mof-
ford, the revenue package will
give a $3.4 million tax break to
areas that lie outside organized
school districts, like the Sun
Cities and Youngtown.

The tax break would cut in
half the qualifying tax rate of
$4.72 imposed on businesses in
the area and would cap the tax
for homeowners at $1.04 with a
56 percent rebate.

" It amends legislation passed

last year imposing a property
tax on unorganized school dis-
tricts to benefit education.

The tax had Sun City area
businesses crying for relief,
prompted legal action that’s
pending in Arizona Superior
Court and triggered a series of
public ;meetings with Northwest
Valley legislators.

The revenue proposal will
fund a $3.2 billion budget also
passed in both chambers Tues-
day — the 156th day of the third
longest session in the legisla-
ture’s history. -

While the revenue plan cuts
taxes for residents of un-
organized school districts, it will
use $45 million in state retire-
ment contributions to help bal-
ance the budget ‘

The tax increase would also

See GOP, A5
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generate more than $26 million
by taxing four school districts,
one of which contains the Palo
Verde Nuclear Generating Sta-
tion.

Maintaining their commit-
ment to an anti-tax platform,
Sen. Bob Denny and Reps. Don
Aldridge and Jim Skelly were
the only Republicans to break
ranks and oppose the tax and
ipending measures.

The budget measures cleared”
the 30-member Senate 16-13 and
he 60-member House 32-26.

Denny, who has worked with
ight other area legislators to
reform the so-called Sun City
ichool tax, said he voted against
he budget because he opposes
1sing state retirement funds and
aiding $16 million in windfall
rofits that both houses earlier
his year voted to give back to
he taxpayers.

Denny, a senator from Litch-
ield Park, said he would have
oted for the budget and revenue
ills if the Senate couldn't get
he minimum 16 votes needed to

pass the measures.

“It was very difficult for me to
separate the school tax and the
retirement fund issues. [ would
have voted for the bills if it was
necessary to amend the school
tax,” Denny said. “I feel very
deeply that this state is heading
for fiscal chaos if we don’t learn
to control our big spending
habits ... I realize my no vote
will be a lone cry in the jungle;
however, someone has to cry out
for the poor taxpayer.”

Denny said he has received
numerous calls from area resi-
dents speaking out against the
use of the retirement fund and
imploring him to hold the line
on spending.

Denny said he fears the state
will face a $400 million to $600
million shortfall next year.

“Having raided every piggy
bank in the state this year, the
taxpayers of Arizona will face a
massive tax increase next year
of such magnitude that many
businesses and retirees will no
longer move to Arizona,” Denny
said.

. calleds Sun’

' Democrats-even tried to kill the
, reduction on. the
. failed,” Williams said. “But I

_tax structure. is;in. I think we

Denny was the only Re-
publican to vote against the
pension bill in the Senate while
three Republicans broke ranks
in the House, making the final
vote 31-27.

Mofford, who vetoed a similar
$3.2 billion budget last week,
has not said if she will veto the
new budget now that there is a
funding package for it.

But area legislators” are” op-
timistic that Mofford will sign
the revenue and budget pro-
posals into law.

Rep. Nancy Wessel, R-
Phoenix, said Mofford’s veto
would be “the worst and very
unwise political move.”

“We are just so thrilled that
this passed. You have to credit
the Republican caucuses and the
leadership for sticking together
because if they didn’t, Sun City
would have never gotten the re-
duction and the revenue package
would have been even higher,”
Wessel said.

“I think it's a dream come
true. We had a lot of opposition
to the school tax amendment
early on. But we just wanted
Sun City and other unorganized
districts to be treated like
everyone else in the state.”

Rep. Bob William, R-Sun City
West, the only legislator- who
lives in an. unorganized district,
said he  has. mixed , emotions,
about the bills sent to, the, gov-.
ernor for her signature,”* """ "

“I'm very happy 'about‘the’ so- *
City :tax being re-"
duced. It took a lot of doing. The:

floor but °

am unhappy with' the mess our

T e s R
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are in the midst of a probable
recession. The revenues are
down and the demand is up.”
Sun City area homeowners
associations and residents
groups helped area residents,
develop the school tax amend-
ment earlier this year. )
Lobbiests from Del Webb,
Corp. have also been working at
the capitol, generating support’
for the amendment. e
Sen. Jan Brewer, R-Peorig,
said the spending bill and reve-
nue plan “are not perfect but,
will not devastate anyone.” "
“We worked hard on it and'T
believe we delivered something
that is fair and equitable for the'
people of Arizona,” Brewer saig.’
“I am very estatic for the justice.
that is being given to the Sun
Cities residents after the rail-
road job they got last year.”
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fairness of property tax

By PEG KEITH
Sun Cities Independent

The Maricopa County Asses-
sor is a man who dislikes taxes,
even though it's his job to collect
them.

Ira Friecdman hates taxes in
general, and property taxes more
than others. Property taxes, he
says, are not related to one's
ability to pay.

Speaking to the Sun City Tax-
payers Association's board of di-
rectors recently, Mr. Friedman
described . his official
responsibilities and shared one of
his goals: To value property
fairly and equitably, so that
everybody pays a fair share.

In Arizona, property taxes are
set in different classifications,
and are assessed at different val-
ues, says Mr. Friedman:

+ Vacant land is currently as-
sessed at 16 percent of fair mar-
ket value;

* Residential rental property at
15 percent of fair market value;

* Residential owner-occupicd
property at 10 percent;

« Commercial real property
(such as industrial buildings) at
25 percent of fair market value.

* Business personal property is
assessed at 25 percent of fair
market value.

As a result of this, the county
assessor finds Arizona ranks
26th in the nation in per capita
property tax rates, and 46th in the
nation on owner-occupied real
property taxes.

“This throws it toward com-
mercial and away from residen-
tial. And, basically, in my opin-
ion, that is the way it should be
... I don't believe a home is an
investment. I believe a home is a
shelter.”

The number of classifications
of property is unusual, in com-
parison with other states, he

* says.

“Title 42, the property tax
code, has a lot of special interest
legislation written into it.”

Speaking generally, Mr.
Friedman says, a house goes up
in value while taxes go up in
cost.

Basically, the taxes rise. Mr.
Friedman says he's not advocat-
ing -- but is interested in and
wishes to examine further -- a
system that would lock in resi-
dential property “values, This
would ensure that valuations
would not go up until the prop-
erty changed hands in a non-fa-
milial sale.

In a situation of that kind, he
says, people would know what
they would be paying for taxes
each year,

Looking at the assessments
across the board, Mr. Friedman
sees a chance to pick up addi-
tional tax revenue through an au-
dit of business personal property.
This would involve such items as
fixtures and machinery.

The system currently works
with a self-declaration based on
costs of equipment, with a form
sent out to businesses and mailed
back to the assessor's office.

“We accept the forms at face
value,” Mr. Friedman says, not-
ing a likelihood that these reports
are not always accurate.

“We do audit some of the re-
turns, but on a very irregular ba-
sis because of the size of the
staff. The audits indicate there
could be additional revenue
gained from adopting such a
system.”

See ASSESSOR, Page six
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Los Angeles County started
this system of auditing in 1963,
and it was mandated by the state
of Califomia for all counties scv-
eral years later.

Many out-of-state companics
have locations in Arizona as well
as California, says Mr. Fried-
man, noting that he has contacted
California data keepers who
could assist in record-keeping
“for what would be the same
folks,” in two different locations.

It's only in recent years that
Maricopa County has had a size-
able business and commercial
base.

A consultant currently is look-
ing at possibilities and is prepar-
ing a report on personncl re-
quirements to expand a fully-
staffed office for Maricopa
County's personal busincss tax
division.

“I would like to see a manda-
tory audit program based on a
stratification of market values
currently on the roll,” he says.

“This would remove the impli-
cations of favoritism.”

:On~'blisines$™ personal ap-

| praisals; hé"$aysyaic assessment,
!is based on percent of “good,”
rather than on depreciation. The
premise is that certain types of

equipment retain -- or even in-
crease -- in worth as they're be-
ing depreciated.

“The county's goal is not to
recover a cost, but to reflect cur-
rent market value.”

However much Mr. Friedman
may dislike property taxes, they
remain a fact of life, and the citi-
zenry gets up in arms when resi-
dential property taxes are in-
creased.

These pcople may fail to real-
ize, he says, that property is not
valued independently, every
year. An $80,000 house may
have been on the tax rolls for
years as a $60,000 house. While
the value may not have increased
over the last year, it might well
have gone up substantially from
the last time it was valued.

Many Maricopa County prop-
erty owners have received small
tax increases from assessments
raised less than $1,000. Such
raises are the result of computer
assessments: The computer
“looks™ at three years' values ana
makes adjustments on that basis.

-- “W¢ are currently w{rking_on

Friedman. “I don't care to see.

fme-tumng designed by a com-

puter.”

- chamging'the process,” says Mr. ,
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By JACQUE PAPPAS
News-Sun staff

.. SUN CITY ' — "A Maricopa
County Superior Court judge
ruled Wednesday that the so-
called Sun City school tax is
unconstitutional.

~‘Judge William T. Moroney
~ ruled the tax void because it
* 'violates the . Arizona Constitu-

tion - by collecting four times

" Tnore money than needed for its
- ‘stated objective.

t"'I‘he tax, levjed on the Sun

School
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Cities, Youngtown and about 22
areas in the state that are not in
school districts, was part of a
multi-million-dollar tax bill
signed into law last year.

In a 23-page ruling dated July
10, Moroney enjoined the state
from levying or collecting the
tax.

Attorneys representing the
Arizona Department of Revenue
said they have not decided if
they will appeal the ruling.

Moroney said the amount lev-

ied by the tax in 1988 alone
surpasses its stated objective to
defray the cost of educating
children residing in unorganized
school districts.

He said in future years, the
discrepancy will even be greater,
so only “a small percentage of
the funds collected pursuant to
the tax imposed will be used for
the purpose enumerated in the
statute.”

“The court holds that a tax
imposed by a statute graduated

‘of years,

to increase sharply over a span
which collects four
times as much revenue in its
first year as is necessary to ac-
cemplish the object of the tax, is
not reasonably related to the ob-
ject of the tax,” Moroney said.

Sun Citians Kenneth Larkin
and Murray Karsten filed a
lawsuit with the court in
November 1988, challenging the
constitutionality of the tax.

The Sun Citians first took the
case to the Arizona Supreme

Court in September, but justices
refused to rule on the legality of
the tax.

The measure, known as the
Sun City school tax, in 1988
imposed a levy of 50 cents per
$100 of assessed valuation on
residential property not located
in an organized school district.

The assessment on residential
property was to increase gradu-
ally until it was capped at $4.72.
This year’s levy is $1.

Businesses and rental proper-

THURSDAY, JULY 27, 1989

tax ruled unconstitutional

ties were assessed the full $4.72
beginning in 1988.

Larkin, president of the Sun
City Taxpayers Association, said
area residents and organizations
have contributed $14,300 to help,
cover what is now nearly
$50,000 in legal fees. _

“I'm overjoyed and dumb-
founded. This is a victory for the
people. They had confidence in
us and they contributed money
to help us challenge this tax in
See Judge, A4
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court,” said Larkin, who found
out about the ruling on his
birthday Wednesday. “This news
is the best present ever. It only

justifies what we have contended
all along.”

In a motion for summary
judgment, Art Pederson, a
Phoenix attorney for the plain-
tiff, argued that the tax is un-
constitutional because it col-
lected about $10 million in 1988

ge voids:

when the cost of educating chil-
dren in unorganized districts
was about $2.5 million.

The court ruled that raising
additional money from the tax

violates Article 9, Section 3 of

the state constitution. ;

“We are pleased with the rul-
ing,” Pederson said. “We always
like to win.” :

Although the tax became ef-
fective July 1, 1988, the Legis-
lature - dlrected that 1t be retro-

_k..s..._ " .o_,‘....... - —— -

active to Jan. 1 1988.

But whether taxes collected in
1988 will be refunded has yet to
be decided.

Moroney said’ attorneys have
until Aug. 21 to file recom-
mendations to ‘the court on
whether - taxpayers shauld ‘rec-
eive a refund..

Pederson said he plans to ask
for a refund.

u n?

i

the statute is to defray the cost
of educating children who belong
in unorganized districts and at-
tend public schools in organized
districts, excess monies should
be refunded to the taxpayers.

“Bill Hostetler, an attorney
representing the state, said he
'~ will decide whether to appeal
the case after the final ruling on

--the'refund is rendered.
He ‘said since the purpose of

5 PR
- :Any such plan at this time

ity school tax

would be premature. We still
have briefing deadlines and will
have to do more research,” Hos-
tetler said. “I was pretty happy
through most of the opinion, but
it only takes:-one thing for a
judge to decide a statute is un-
constitutional.”

Hostetler will have 30 days
after final determination to file
an appeal.

While the ruling was pending

-

1‘

in Supenor Court, Northwest
Valley legislators worked to pass
a revenue package in June giv-
ing a $3.4 million tax break to
areas in unorganized school dis-
tricts.

The tax break cut in half the
qualifying tax rate of $4.72 im-
posed on businesses in affected
areas and capped the tax  for
homeowners at $1.04 after a 56
percent rebate _
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By JACQUE PAPPAS

News-Sun staff ,

. SUN. CITY — Although a con-
troversial property tax for education
was ruled unconstitutional Wednesday,
residents in affected areas such as Sun
City may still have to pay some school
taxes.

A Maricopa County Superior Court
judge who reviewed the case said his
ruling does not affect revised school
taxes that were recently signed into
law.

Judge William T. Moroney said
Thursday that his ruling voided the
school tax passed at the end of the
1988 legislative session, but does not
affect an amendment to the tax ap-
proved June 13. .

“I did not consider the amendment to
the statute at the time I made the
decision in the order. The matter that
was before me was the statute in
1988, Moroney said. “It was not
brought to my attention by the at-

VOL. XXXIill N\O. é
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torneys and not discussed in their ar-
guments.”

The tax, levied on the Sun Cities,
Youngtown and about other 22 areas
in the state that are not in school
districts, was part of a multi-million-
dollar tax bill signed into law last
year.

Sun Citians Kenneth Larkin and
Murray Karsten filed a lawsuit with
the court in November 1988, challeng-
ing the constitutionality of the tax.

Effective with taxes assessed in
1989, Moroney said the state is en-
joined from levying or collecting the
tax because it generated four times
more revenue than needed for educat-
ing children in unorganized districts.

But since Moroney said his ruling
does not apply to the amendment,
residents in affected areas will still pay
the new tax unless it is also declared
unconstitutional in final judgment.

Moroney said attorneys have until
Aug. 21 to file recommendations to the

ruling won't halt

court on whether taxes collected in
1988 will be refunded.

Also at that time, Moroney said at-
torneys could submit arguments as to
whether the amended tax bill should
also be declared unconstitutional.

“Whether it (the amendment) will
have an effect remains to be seen,”
Moroney said.

The tax, known as the Sun City
school tax, in 1988 imposed a levy of
50 cents per $100 of assessed valuation
on residential property not located in
an organized school district.

The assessment on residential prop-
erty was to increase gradually until it
was capped at $4.72. This year’s levy is
$1

~ Businesses and rental properties
were assessed the full $4.72 beginning
in 1988.

The amendment now in place cuts in
half the qualifying tax rate of $4.72
imposed on businesses in affected areas
and capped the tax for homeowners at

==

$1.04 after a 56 percent rebate.

Larkin, president of the Sun City
Taxpayers Association, said he antici-
pates his attorney will ask that the
amended version of the bill also be
declared unconstitutional.

“Unless the amendment is declared
unconstitutional, the ruling really has
no bearing because residents will still
end up paying unfair taxes,” Larkin
said. “It’s not that we don’t want to
pay any taxes, but the amendment still
is too much money needed to fund the
cost of educating children not in or-
ganized school districts.”

In the ruling, the original tax was
declared unconstitutional because it
collected about $10 million in 1988
when the cost of educating children in
unorganized districts was about $2.5
million.

Official estimates from the Arizona
Department of Revenue show that the
amended tax will generate $6.3 million
in 1989.

FRIDAY, JULY 28, 1989

school tax

Bill Hostetler, an attorney repre-
senting the state, said he will decide
whether to appeal the case after the
final ruling on the refund is rendered.

“To the extent that the new bill
repeals the old tax, at this point and
time, the ruling that it is unconstitu-
tional is almost insignificant,” Hos-
tetler said. “It is the refund we are
concerned with. We didn't pay atten-
tion to the amendment. If someone
wants to challenge the amendment
that may be another day and another
case.”

State Sen. Bob Denny, R-Litchfield
Park, said he was happy with the
ruling but realizes that controversy
may still surround the constitutionality
of the school tax amendment.

“It was delightful news. The ruling
proves what we said all along — the
tax was unconstitutional,” Denny said.
“But it is going to be very interesting
to see what the fall-out is. We still

7 have to await the final ruling.”
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State House revises school tax

Bill would give Sun Citians 56 percent rebate; cut qualifying tax rate in half

‘The Arizona House of
Representatives has passed a
bill that, if approved by the
Senate, would reduce the
amount of the school tax paid
by Sun Citians by almost
three-fourths, :

Late last week, the House

approved a bill that modifies’

the so-called Sun City school
tax. The bill is designed to cut
the qualifying tax rate in half
and allow homeowners living
outside organized school dis-
tricts to take advantage of a 56
percent rebate.

The bill must now be ap-
proved by the Senate before it
becomes law. As of press
time, the Senate had not ad-
dressed the issue.

The school tax came up for
discussion last Thursday as
the House began fine-tuning
the state budget. According to
one local representative, Re-
publicans were responsible for
making the tax revision part of
this year's budget package.

Describing the legislative
process, Rep. Nancy Wessel
(R-Dist. 19) says, “They

(Democrats) did not like the
fact that we were trying to
undo what was done last year.
But, we knew we had the
votes. We put the Sun City
tax in our revenue package.”

The issue was the Sun City
School Tax Bill, passed in last
legislative session, which
raised school taxes in unorga-
nized school districts in Ari-
zona. The tax hit both home-
owners and businesses alike
in the Sun Cities.

Presently, Sun Citians are
paying school taxes based on

a qualifying tax rate of $4.72
per $100 of assessed valua-
tion). Neither homeowners or
businesses in unorganized
school districts are given a 56
percent rebate that homeown-
ers in organized school dis-
tricts are allowed.

“(The new bill) leaves you
(the unorganized districts)
with $2.36 (per $100 of as-
sessed valuation)” she says,
“And gives you the 56 percent
rebate, which brings it down
to $1.04.”

The newly-revised bill,

however, does not allow .

businesses in the Sun Cities to
take advantage of the rebate.
“I feel it will take care of the
situation,” says Ms. Wessel.
“It was unfair and unequal.
Everyone else (in organized

school districts throughout the
state) gets a 56 percent re-

bate.”

“Finally, something will ]
happen -- we hope -- unless -

something happens in the
Senate, and they can't get it
out.”

HOE -
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Property tax
may increase

By JACQUE PAPPAS
Daily News-Sun staff

PHOENIX — Maricopa County
residents of unorganized school
districts such as the Sun Cities
may see an increase in this
year’s property tax bills.

Property tax rates in the
county overall have been declin-
ing the past 14 years and will do
so again this year, said John
Nelson, assistant director of fi-
nance for the county.

But not all property owners
will enjoy decreased property tax
levies this year, Nelson said.

The county education district
levy, which applies to areas not
in organized school districts, has
increased from 50 cents to $1.04
for residences.

Although the levy was cut in
half by Arizona lawmakers last
session, residents in the Sun
Cities and Youngtown affected
by the tax will still see an in-
crease, Nelson said.

“The amount of money the
average taxpayer pays to the
county this year will decrease,”
Nelson said. “But Sun City
residents definitely will see an
increase in their tax rates. All
unorganized school districts have
basically had their taxes doub-
led.”

The county education district
levy, however, decreased from
$4.72 in 1988 to $2.36 this year
for commercial property.

The Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors officially set the
1989 tax rates this week.

In addition, the supervisors set
rates for all taxing authorities in
the county, including cities,
towns and school districts.

The board set the county
property tax at $1.57 for each
$100 of assessed valuation —
that's about $157 a year for a
house valued at $100,000. A
property owner with a house of
'the same value would have paid

Cities

about $164.71 last year.

The county tax rate, paid by
residents in both municipalities
and unincorporated areas, in-
cludes property tax bills for nine
rates, including flood-control
projects, libraries, fire districts
and the community college dis-
trict.

The majority of the assess-
ment district taxes for this fiscal
year remained the same or de-
creased from 1988 rates, Nelson
said.

The 1989 fiscal year began
July 1.

Even though the tax rate is
going up for some areas, hcme-
owners may not see an increase
in their property taxes. The
value of the house may go up or
down for 1989. If the value de-
clines, it could offset the rate

increase so that taxes could beé~

about the same or less.

Homeowners should refer to
the valuation notices mailed to
them in January by the county
assessor’s office for the value of
their property.

In addition to the rates that
all county residents pay, cities,
towns and special districts have
separate tax rates set by the
county.

Of the 23 incorporated cities
and towns in the county, five
increased their tax rates and six
others lowered their rate.
Twelve city tax rates remained
the same.

Peoria and Surprise lowered
their rates, while Glendale re-
mained the same. El Mirage and
Youngtown do not have tax
rates.

“Sun City residents aren’t the
only property owners who will
see increases. Cities and town
have their own rates and some
school districts have taxes that
went up significantly,” Nelson

See Tax, A4
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Tax bills
may rise

—From Al

said. “For example, if you were
to compare identical houses in
Sun City and Peoria, you would
pay a lot more property tax in
Peoria.”

In 1988, a person with a
$100,000 home living in the
Dysart Unified School District,
covering El Mirage and Sur-
prise, paid $696 in taxes for the
year. This year, taxes for the
same house will pay $790.

Although property tax bills for
the Peoria Unified School Dis-
trict will be lower this year, a
resident in a $100,000 home will
still pay $740.

Larry Mortensen, business

" manager at Dysart Unified, said

the increased levy is due to
school construction.

“Growth is definitely a factor
when you talk about school
taxes. We have a new school
(Kingswood Parke Elementary)
next week,” Mortensen said.
“It’s strictly an economics pic-
ture. We (the district) are just on
the edge of the last growth spurt
in the West Valley. We're the
next to grow even more.”

-
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Denny: Don"r chqllenge school tax

By JACQUE PAPPAS
Daily News-Sun staff .

=SUN CITY — Sen. Bob Denny urged
membera of the Sun City Taxpayers Asso-
clatlon (SCTA) Tuesday not to challenge the
new Sun City school tax in court.

. Two SCTA members who filed a lawsuit
challengmg the original tax, said last
menth that they may consider taking the
new school tax now in place to court as
well.

-. But Denny, RthchﬁeId Park said chal-
lengmg the new tax, which more than cut

in half the property tax on education first -
" levied on unorganized school - districts,

;vm:ild put Northwest Valley legislators in a
in

--*q and the others who represent you were

vreally amazed that we got what we got. It

wasg especially important from the business
end, since several stores in Sun City have

. ﬁled for Chapter 11,” Denny said. “I would
- caution you, for a number of reasons, to let

- e e
“ o

a sleepmg dog lie.”
The original tax was ruled unconstitu-

tional in July by a Maricopa County Super-

ior Court Judge.

While the court ruling was pending, Ari-
zona lawmakers passed a new revenue
package giving areas like the Sun Cities
and Youngtown not in organized school
districts a tax break.

The new tax cut in half the qualifying tax
rate of $4.72 imposed on businesses and
capped the ‘tax for homeowners at $1.04
after a 56 percent rebate.

The original bill levied the full $4.72 on
businesses and would have taxed home-
owners the same amount by 1997.

Denny said challenging the new tax cou]d
pave the way for legislators to tax areas
like Sun City an even higher amount with-
ont violating Arizona’s constitution. ’

“There is nothing in taxation that is fair,
but challenging the new tax would put us
nine legislators in a very deep pocket. Don’t

e el A

R,

ﬂ‘

Ty
© anel
put your leglslators in a bind,” Den.ny sald.'i'_'&
“It would be much easier for us (Northwest”, &
Valley legislators) to fight if we stay on the
level playing field that we now have. Let’s "
face it, Democrats don’t like you (Sun Cm
ans) and fettmg rid of the tax altogether

will just allow them to pass a new one.” '~ 7
Plaintiffs Ken Larkin and Murray Kare;,fl

ten said they will not decide whether to file
a new lawsuit until a final ruling is given':o
on a case now- in progress in Maricopa ==
County Superior Court. 301
Denny said repealing the school tax now "
in place is also risky because the state’s’
financial stability is on rocky ground. ‘ﬂ

“I anticipate a $500 to $700 million defi-: "1
cit next year. So if you're asking if taxes”
will be raised next year, they will be,”- ‘1
Denny said. “If you raise $500 mllhon
worth of taxes that just takes care of one’ i
year. It doesn’t take care of new programs
or future expendatures
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School tax ruled unconstitutional

Judge to decide
if-local residents
entitled to refund

A school tax imposcd last
year on unincorporated com-
munities outside organized
school districts has been de-

clarcd unconstitutional by an—

Arizona Tax Court judge.
William T. Moroney, a Su-
perior Court judge who pre-
sides over the Arizona Tax
Court, ruled the tax illcgal
because, in onc ycar alone, it
raiscd ncarly $8 million more
than was nccessary 1o accom-
plish its educational purposc.
"The court holds that a tax

imposed by a statulc
graduated to incrcase sharply
over a span of years, which
collects four times as much
revenuc in its first year as is
nccessary to accomplish the
object of the tax, is not
rcasonably rclated to the object
of the tax," said Judge
Moroncy in an 18-page ruling
harided down July 24,

The judge noted that in the
first year of the tax, close to
$10 million was collected.

The cost of educating chil-
dren living outside organized
school districts was $2.5 mil-
lion.

The judge is expected to
decide later this month if Sun
Citians will be cntitled to a
refund.

A lawsuit questioning the
legality of the tax was insti-
gated last fall by the Sun City
Taxpayers Association.

Ken Larkin, president of
SCTA, called the ruling a
"victory" for Sun Citians.

The tax was passcd by the
statc Legislature last summer
and was madc rctroactive to
Jan. 1, 1988.

Residents of the Sun Cities
were required to pay school
taxcs of 50 cents per $100 of
asscssed valuation the first
ycar. The tax was to incrcasc
50 cents cach ycar through
1996, when it would have
been capped at $4.72,

Arca businesscs, however,

See TAX,page 3

e ¢ sidlp oy
Jnd e st

o TAX

oLy 7
Fram page one

were hit with the full $4.72
per $100 of assesséd valuation
in 1988.

Instead of going directly to
education, the collected tax
was distributed into the state's
general fund.

Earlier this year, the Legis-
lature revised the school tax,
commonly referred (o as the
Sun City school tax.

The maximum rate was cut

from $4.72 to $2.36. In addi-
tion, local homcowners are

would drop their tax rate to
$1.04.

Mr. Larkin says the lawsuit
cost SCTA $48,500 in attor-
ncy and court fees. More than
$14,000 of that, he says, was
donated by individual resi-
dents.

"We're very appreciative of

_ . the support we received from
* Sun City, Sun City West and

cligible for a statc rebate that” "““the Property Owhers and

Residents Association,” says
Mr. Larkin.

As of press time, no word
had come from the attormey
general's office as to whether
the state plans to appeal the
ruling.

FuUE™
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SC school tax

How or when yet to be
decided; state expected
to appeal court decision

By PEG KEITH
Sun Cities Independent

After two years of paying what
some residents feel is an unfair
school tax, Sun Citians may be
finally in for a tax refund.

A Supgrior Court judged has
ordered a tax refund for those
residents who paid a special
"Sun City School Tax" in 1988.

The tax, imposed by the state
Legislature on all residents living
outside organized school dis-
tnicts, was ruled unconstitutional
last year.

And, although a newly-revised
tax has since been imposed, the
fate of taxes paid toward the
original levy had been undecided
until last week.

According to Ken Larking of
the Sun City Taxpayers Associa-
tion, there has been no decision
on how or when the money that
was collected will be returned.

It is expected, though, that the
refund will come in the form of a

| lax credit.

| Mr. Larkin adds that the state
might appeal the recent court de-

| cision, which was made by

| Judge William T. Moroney.

To date, the Sun City Taxpay-

See TAX, Page 2
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ers Association has spent
$83,000 to contest the state Leg-
islature's imposition of the “Sun
City School Tax.”

In Sun City West, the Property
Owners Residents Association
collected nearly $7,000 to help
defray the costs of litigation, and
nearly $8,000 has been donated
from other sources, according to
Ken Larkin, outgoing SCTA
president.

Attomeys fees and court costs
are among the issues still to be
resolved, says Mr. Larkin.

Arthur W. Pederson, attomey
representing SCTA, gave a
progress report on matters related
to the lawsuit this week, as a
preface to the SCTA annual
meeting at Oakmont auditorium.

“Where we stand in the litiga-
tion .. at this point, we are
ahead,” says Mr. Pederson.

“‘We're not sure that the state is
planning to appeal. We may be
looking at two years in the'Court
of Appeals.” * - ‘

As a result 6f‘the tax, he'says, # -
the: $tate collécted a levy in the *
first year that amounted to more
than $10 million. .

The stated cause of the tax (as
required by the Arizona Consti-
tution) was a need for $2.5 mil-
lion to educate the children living
outside organized school dis-
tricts, who were attending public
schools.

Essentially, we accepted the
state's figures, says Mr. Peder-
son. In studying the issue, he
found that in Navajo County the
annualized cost for transporting
one child from an unorganized

- school district to a public school
carried a price tag of $42,000.

“We did not get into the
specifics,” says Mr. Pederson.
But, he continues, it raised a
question. Was that amount the
purchase cost of a new BMW, or
a Mercedes, annualized to trans-
port one child to school?”

Seven counties were impacted
by the tax, Mr. Pederson says. In

Santa Cruz County there were

Jan. 24-30,1990

apparently no children living in
unorganized school districts who
were attending public schools.

‘T'he Superior Court ruling that
the tax was unconstitutional did
not resolve the issue of what to
do with the money that was col-
lected for 1988.

The state Legislature repealed
the 1988 statute, and, in 1989,
substituted a new law.

There is no litigation pending
regarding the new tax, the lawyer
says. While he didn't have the

exact words at hand, he says, the
stated purpose of the new law,
essentially, is to aid in school
educational assistance.

Mr. Pederson says that the at-
tempt by the Legislature was,
generally, to help balance the
budget by assessing the tax.

“There well may be attempls to_
take the law and broaden it for
people who don't live in orga-
nized districts,” he says. “They
will continue to collect the (new)
tax due in 1990, until the Court

decides.”

He concludes, “The new law
changed the purpose and the
amount.”
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By JACQUE PAPPAS
Daily News-Sun staff
SUN CITY — The state will
have to refund more than $10
million in property taxes col-
lected illegally in 1988, a Su-
perior Court judge said at an
informal hearing Monday.
Nearly 70,000 property own-
ers in areas outside of organized
school districts should get the

refund next year — unless, of

course, the state has an appeal
in the works.

Judge William T. Moroney,
who heads the Arizona Tax
Court, said Monday he will soon
issue a final judgment on the so-
called Sun City school tax case.

“I have made some decisions,”
Moroney said at a fourth in-
formal hearing called to discuss
the details of the case. “Hope-
fully, this will be the last of

these meetings.”

The issue during the hearings
was whether the state or the
county should bear the.financial
burden of refunding the illegal
property tax on education.

“The major stumbling block

" in this (case) is who is going to

carry the financial load,” Mor-
oney said. “I think that there
was no way not to make this an
administrative burden for

35¢

somebody.”

But Moroney said the state,
through the Department of
Revenue or treasurer’s office,
must provide the mnecessary
funds to the Maricopa County
Assessor’s Office to process the
refunds.

Although the final ruling
could be altered, Moroney said

taxes collected in 1988 would be

credited to property owners and

State told to refund school tax

applied to real property taxes
due Oct. 1, 1990.

A cash refund will be avail-’

able from July 2, 1990 to June
30, 1991 for those who owned
affected property in 1988 but
have since sold it.

In addition, Moroney said, a
10 percent interest rate will be
charged from Jan. 1; 1989, to
Oct. 1, 1990. But details of what
the interest rate would be if

ity, Ariz. Tuesday, Feb. 27, 1990 For the record AS

Refund will come
from state purse

—From Al
proposals with the court Friday.

At the informal hearing,
Moroney said the state would
have to provide the principle
and interest or arrange for the
county treasurer to draft a spe-
cial account from which the
funds will be drawn.

Moroney said the county
would bill the state for admin-
istrative costs as well.

Maricopa County Treasurer
Glenn Stapley said he was not
exactly sure how the refund
would be issued, but did say
taxpayers would most likely be
given a one-time credit option.

Rachelle Z. Leibsohn, an at-
torney representing the county,
said the judge’s decisions are a

ek

(13

a victory for Maricopa
County because we are going to
get money up front to process
the refund. The state was trying
to force them to pay the money
themselves,” Leibsohn said.
“The only burden is that the
county will have initial admin-
istrative fees and will have to
make time and plan for the
refund.”

The tax was taken to Superior
Court in November 1988 by Sun
Citians Ken Larkin and Murray
Karsten.

The tax levied on the Sun
Cities, Youngtown and about 22
other unorganized school dis-
tricts in the state, was part of a
multi-million-dollar tax bill
signed into law in 1988.

FEBRUARY 27, 199‘6

there is an appeal may change
in the final ruling. -

Arthur Pederson, an attorne'y
for the two Sun Citians who
challenged the tax, said the in-
terest amounts to about $85, 000
a month.

Pederson said Moroney’s ruI-
ing most likely will resemble
settlements the lawyer filed in

See Refund, A5
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State cancels
appeal plans
for school tax

By JACQUE PAPPAS
Daily News-Sun staff

SUN CITY — The state will
not aJ)peaI a judge’s ruling to
refund more than $10 million in

property taxes collected illegally
P

in 1988.

Superior Court Judge William
T. Moroney issued a final ruling
on the so-called Sun City school
tax case in April, ordering a full
refund to nearly 70,000 property
owners in areas outside of
school districts.

The only roadblock to the re-
fund was the possibility of an
appeal by the state, which some
said could have delayed the case
by two years.

But the deadline to file.an
appeal passed last Thursday as
state officials said the chances
of overturning the ruling were
slim.

“After ‘consulting with the
attorney general’s office, we felt
we would not have success in
the appeal,” said Susan Carson,
public information officer for the
' Arizona Department of Reve-
nue. “The legal issues are not in
our favor.”

In addition to the refund, the
state has to pay $85,000 in in-
terest each month., So far, the
interest has accumulated to
nearly $2 million. :

William Hostetler, an at-
torney representing the state,
said the interest factor was most
likely one reason department
officials decided not to appeal
the case.

“I think the interest had to
figure into the equation,” Hos-
tetler said. “An appeal could
have lasted two years and with
interest piling up at about
$3,000 a day it’s a costly chance
to take an appeal.”

The Maricopa County Treas-
urer’s Office is responsible for
the initial administrative effort
to get the refund out to the
taxpayers. More than half of the
gl:opérty affected is in the Sun

ities and Youngtown.

Treasurer Glenn Stapley said
the office has established a spe-
cial account for "the refund,
which is expected to be supplied
with monies from the state
general fund.

Stapley said taxes collected in
1988 will be credited to property
owners and applied to real
property taxes due Oct. 1, 1990.
Property owners will be mailed
a voucher they can use for the
tax payment.

A cash refund will be avail-
able from July 2, 1990, to June
30, 1991, for those who owned
affected property in 1988 but
have since sold it, Stapley said.
The former property owners will
have to fill out a type of affida-
vit for payment.

“It’s a very complex problem
for us but we hope to make it
simple for the people,” Stapley
said. “There’s been a big own-
ership change.”

An estimated 39 percent of
the property owners who paid
illegal taxes on education have
since sold the property, Stapley
said.

Records show that about 9,000
of the 47,000 parcels of property
assessed the illegal tax in 1988
changed hands by 1989.

The tax was challenged in
Superior Court in November
1988 by Sun Citians Ken Lar-
kin and Murray Karsten.

In July 1989, Moroney ruled
the property tax on education
unconstitutional, saying that it

See Refunds, A5
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Refunds
will be
given

—From Al

did not collect monies for its
intended purpose.

The tax, levied on the Sun
Cities, Youngtown and about 22
other unorganized school dis-
tricts in the state, was part of a
multi-million dollar tax bill
signed into law in 1988.

The bill imposed a levy of 50
cents for each $100 of assessed
valuation on residential prop-
erty and $4.72 per $100 of as-
sessed valuation on business
and residential property.

The owner of a $100,000 home
paid $50 and will get the total
amount, plus interest, as a re-
fund.

About $131,000 in legal fees
have been ordered to be reim-
bursed to the. plaintiff. The
amount includes fees for a spe-
cial action application that was
denied by the Arizona Supreme
Court.

The Sun City Taxpayers As-
sociation and a number of local
organizations and residents do-
nated to the legal defense fund.

Larkin, a member of the
Taxpayers Association board,
said he is surprised that the
state did not appeal the case.

“I am very happy but as-
tonished they didn’t appeal. I
thought they would want to
stall this as long as they could
because the state is short of
money,” Larkin said. “At one
point, the state asked if we
would be willing to accept
payment over a three-year pe-
riod. I guess they are going to
try and pay for this by raising
other taxes or doing away with
our 56 percent property tax
rebate.”

A plan to balance the state’s
budget by increasing property
taxes by $95.6 million was pro-
posed by House and Senate
leaders last week.



Reduction m taxes
sought by retirees

By Angela Rabago-Mussi
The Arizona Republic

A group of retirees trying to get out of

the Dysart Unified School District has
| scheduled six days to gather signatures to
force a vote on the issue.

Citizens for Tax Equity, made up of
residents of the Sun City West expansion
area, is organizing the petition drive.

Members of the group will have de-
annexation petitions available from 8 a.m.

e

to noon Tuesday through Thursday and
Aug. 26-28 at the Palm Ridge Recreation
Center, 13800 W. Deer Valley Drive, Sun
City West.

De-annexation petitions have been drawn
for four areas:

* Sun Village, a retirement community of
about 1,400 residences in Surprise.

* Youngtown.

*The Sun City West expansion area,
which has been divided into two parts for
the purpose of the de-annexation.

As a result, four petitions will be
available. Eleanor Nelson, vice president of
Citizens for Tax Equity, said district
residents who want all these areas out of the
district should sign all four petitions.

To get on the ballot, each petition needs
enough signatures to equal 10 percent of the
district’s registered voters. There are about
12,000 registered voters in the district, so
about 1,200 signatures are needed.

The group also will have petitions calling
for the recall of board member Pamela
Justice.

About 200 signatures are needed to force
a recall election.

If enough signatures are gathered, both
measures likely would go to a vote in
March, said T. Rae Zapata of the Maricopa
County School Superintendent’s Office.

Residents of the Sun City West expansion
area say they want out of the district in
order to have the same tax rate that their

Dysart dé-annexation_begins

— DYSART, from Page 1

base with de-annexation. The Sun
City West area represents about
one-quarter of the district’s property
value.

She said she believes the retire-
ment communities will get enough
signatures to force a vote.

Project KIDS (Keep Improving
Dysart Schools), a group of district
supporters who campaigned for

+werrides and bonds, will work

against de-annexation, she said.
“We're getting ready to meet
again,” Villanueva said. “We are
going to have to get together and
find out what we can do.”
In order for the areas to be
de-annexed, “ves” votes are needed

from a majority of those voting
both inside and outside the areas
that want to be de-annexed.

The Sun City West group has
split the community in two to try to
get a majority vote.

That way, each side (about 1,500
residences each) can vote for the
other’s de-annexation, Nelson said.

Since many retirees travel during
the summer, Nelson said, the group
is relying on the people still in town
to collect enough petition signa-
tures.

Angela F\abngo-um-mhed—at—
780-7127 e e e AN A

e-mail, -~

Dysart de-annexation drive starts

neighbors in the older section of Sun City
West and Sun City pay.

Residents in those two areas pay a school
tax rate of $2.20 per $100 of assessed
property value because they de-annexed
from the Dysart and Peoria school districts
more than 15 years ago. Expansion-area
residents pay nearly three times that —
$6.33 per $100.

Dysart officials oppose the de-annex-
ation. Tax rates for other district residents
will rise if the retirement community gets
out of the district, they say.

Board member Rachel Villanueva said
the district would lose too much of its tax

— Please sec DYSART, Page 2
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Low profile urged for Sun Cities

By Jeff Nelson
Special to Community

SUN CITY — Saying they don’t
pay as much so they shouldn’t say
as much, a member of the Sun City
Taxpayers Association has asked
the group to stay out of the
discussion of education reform.

Alvin Meyers told the associa-

tion's board of directors Tuesday
that getting involved in education
legislation would attract negative
publicity to the association. =~ °

That's because residents in the
Sun Cities pay less school taxes
than non-retirees in the surround-
ing areas, he said. ;

“We have a bad reputation with
the rest of the state in the area of

education,” he said. “The less we
say about schools, the better we
are out here.”

Meyers said he often hears Sun
Citians called “cheapies” because
of their reputation for not paying
school tazes,

While Sun City and Sun City
West residents live in an unincor-
porated area outside of a school
district, they pay property tazes
for education equal to $2.36 per

~ mad,” he said. “We have a right to

TAX

From Page 1

said the group can't sit hy idly as
the educational system continues
to deteriorate.

“Are you happy with what has
happened in education in the last
40 years?” Cowles asked Meyers.
“I'm not.

“L think that we in Sun City
have a damned good right to be

expect better and that's why we:
should be involved in this issue.”
The heated discussion erupted
after Ruth Papsdorf, a member of
the board of directors and a retired
teacher, asked the directors to pass
an educational policy statement,
The statement will be used by
the association to judge all the
education bills that come before-
the state Legislature this session.
The 1%-page document states
that the schools should return to
proven methods of teaching read-

It states that the association
should lobby against any hills that
promote "preseni;-day fads or cul-
tural divisiveness,”

“These are negative and harm-
ful,” it states,

$100 of assessed valuation.

Those who live in school " dis-
tricts pay much more. '

For instance, property owners
who reside in the nearby Peoria
Unified School District pay $7.75
per $100 of assessed valuation.

Sun City and Youngtown were
part of the Peoria Unified School
District but.they withdrew in 1974,

and Sun City West withdrew from.

the Dysart Unified School District

Some of the directors at Tues-
day’'s meeting blamed the news
media, in part, for their reputation

as “antli-children.”

‘Group told to keep quietfﬁn schools

in 1981 through mutual agreement
with the school districts.

District officials had complained
that bond elections were voted
down by residents in the retire-
ment communities. i

Not all members of the associa-
tion shared Meyer’s advice to stay
out of the fight.

Clff Cowles, president of the
23,000-member = taxpayers group,

See TAX, Page 3

should -work to instill values,
respect and responsibility in chil-
dren.

In addition, it states that schools

| ———————

The policy statement was passed

They are particularly: angry
with Arizona Republic cartoonist
Steve Benson, who made blood
pressures rise with his drawings of
Sun City residents running over

ing, wﬁting.and‘mathematics_.

by 7-4 vote, with directors Meyers,
Kenneth Larkin, Lyle Heidemann

“and Basil Barwell voting against

it. . .

. Those who voted for the policy
said they do contribute money to
the education pot and, therefore,
have a right to say how those

_dollars are spent.

‘children in their golf carts.

- Papsdorf said the educational
policy was' written in hopes of
giving the association and Sun
City “good- public relations with

the public.: -
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Del Webb

lobbies

for Dysart schools

By JONATHAN DALTON
Daily News-Sun staff

Del Webb Corp.'s interest in an
upcoming school bond election is not
a signal of the developer’s per-

‘manent entrance into the political
arena, a company official said Mon-!

day.
On March 14, the Dysart Unified

.School District will ask its residents

to approve a $25-million bond issue
and a $1.4-million budget override.

Webb and other developers coming
to Surprise are combining forces to
try and help the district pass the
bond issue and override.

The bond election will be Del
Webb's second foray into politics in
the past year. Last year, the company
was criticized for taking an active
role in the Recreation Centers of
Sun City West Governing Board
elections.

But John Waldron, Webb’s director
of public relations, said the assist-
ance his company is offering to
Dysart is a case of neighbor helping
neighbor.

. “We have a lot of residents who
are actively participating in the

school distriet,” said Waldron, who-

added that. Webb is unconcerned
about negative feedback for its in-
volvement. “We want to actively par-
ticipate in getting the information
about the election out to the folks in
the expansion area.”

Sun City and most of Sun City West
long ago voted themselves out of the
school district, but sections of the
latest Sun City West expansion area

are part of the Dysart District. About

500 homes are located within the
expansion area north of Deer Valley
Drive, Waldron said.

“We want to make sure our resi-

‘We want to actively participate
in getting the information
about the election out to the
folks in the expansion area. ...
We want to make sure our resi-
dents know what’s going on
next door.’

— John Waldron,
director of public relations
Del Webb Corp.

dents know what's going on next
door,” Waldron said. “We think our
residents know what’s involved and
that the district has a game plan laid
out for the bond.”

If the bond issue is approved, the
Dysart District will use the bonds to
fund construction of elementary
schools — and possibly a new middle
school — in Surprise’'s western ex-
pansion area.

More than 14,500 family units will
be built in Surprise over the next
decade, raising the district's popula-
tion far above the combined capacity
of the four elementary schools, mid-
dle school and high school.

Elementary schools cost about $7
million to build, with high schools
carrying a price tag closer to $20
million or $30 million.

Because of the district’s remaining
obligation from its 1987 bond issue,
only $7 million of the $25 million in
bonds could be sold if the voters
approve this bond issue, district of-
ficials said. The rest could be sold
over a six-year period. :
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said Cirillo. “We have setup a
committee to work on the
matter and get the state to
draft legislation for next
spring.

“One of the original objec-
tives was that retirement
communities should be in a
general school district,” Cir?-
llo said. “I don’t think it is
PORA's place to tell the peo-
ple who live in the Deer Val-
ley expansion area how they
should vote on the Dysart
bond issue.

Expansion area resident
Eleanor Nelson said the
problem faced by her neigh-
bors goes beyond just the up-
coming bond vote.

“Residents in the Sun Cit§

West expansion area, units 52
and up, are in the Dysart
Unified School District,” Nel-
son told PORA directors.
“School taxes are included in
their property tax bills. The
rest of Sun City West is not in
a school district, and pays a
very minimal amount ‘in lieu’
of school taxes.

‘“Expansion area home-
owners are also paying more
tax money for education than
most of the parents of the
children who attend the
schools.”

Nelson said if the residents
are successful in defeating the
upcoming bond issue next
month, the residents will work
on getting de-annexed from
the school district.

“Like the rest of Sun City

West, we will no longer pay tional $46.50 in taxes the first
Nelson said. year, $130.50 the second year,

school taxes,”

Residents may split from Dysart district

“The public report we give individual residents were told.

_ _ to people doesn't disclose to Whether they're in a school
“That’s tax equity. We will try $204 the third year, $274 the (515 that they are in a school district or not doesn’t matter,

of district voters to request year.

to get signatures of 10 percent fourth year and $342 the fifth gjstrict, but it does list an an- but a tax rate was anticipated

that a vote on de-annexation
take place.

“This is how the old Sun
City West got out of the school
district about 15 years ago,”
Nelson said.

According to figures re-
leased by the school district, if
the school bond is approved
by voters, expansion area
residents living in a home
valued at $150,000 will pay
nearly $1,000 in additional
school taxes over the five year
term of the bond.

School officials said resi-
dents who own a home valued
at $150,000 will pay an addi-

conflict
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avoids

ticipated tax of that area,” in a public report they read
said John Waldron, Del Webb when they sign off. Potential
manager of public and com- residents have a good idea of
munity relations. “Residents what taxes they will be paying

do have an idea of what the before they move in.”
tax in that area will be and

that ,tax rate does represent
they are in a school district.

Alex Perez, Dysart Unified
School Distriet business
manager, said the rates are
based on a 4 percent increase

in assessed values over the
five-year term.

“Residents of the expansion
area in Sun City West should
be treated in the same man-
ner as all other Westers,” said
Cliff Cowles Jr. of Sun City,
president of the Northwest
Valley Taxpayers Association.
“In all fairness, their tax

Nelson said she was never .
told about the Dysart taxes “There is some confusion in
when she purchased her new the expansion area,” he said.
home from Del Webb. “Everyone in Sun City West

) pays school taxes; old area or
Contrary to what expansion pew area.

residents say about not know-
ing they were moving into a

‘wel “However, the original area
school district, a spokesman pays an unincorporated rate

for Webb said that is simply and a community college tax,”
not true. he said. “I am not sure what
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status should be the same as
the rest of the community.
Legislation should be enacted

to accomplish this with all due
haste.”
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said Cirillo. “We have set up a
committee to work on the

matter and get the state to
draft legislation for next
spring.

“One of the original objec-
tives was that retirement
communities should be in a
general school district,” Ciri-
llo said. “I don’t think it is
PORA’s place to tell the peo-
ple who live in the Deer Val-
ley expansion area how they

should vote on the Dysart
bond issue.

Expansion area resident
Eleanor Nelson said the
problem faced by her neigh-
bors goes beyond just the up-
coming bond vote. .

“Residents in the Sun City

a school district, and pays a
very minimal amount ‘in lieu’
of school taxes.

‘“Expansion area home-
owners are also paying more
tax money for education than
most of the parents of the
children who attend the
schools.”

Nelson said if the residents
are successful in defeating the
upcoming bond issue next
month, the residents will work
on getting de-annexed from
the school district.

“Like the rest of Sun City

West, we will no longer pay
Nelson said.
“That's tax equity. We will try
to get signatures of 10 percent
of district voters to request
that a vote on de-annexation
take place.

is how the old Sun
City West got out of the school
district about 15 years ago,”
Nelson said.

According to ‘figures re-
leased by the school district, if
the school bond is approved
expansion area
in a home

by voters,
residents living
valued at $150,000 will pay
nearly $1,000
school taxes over the five year
term of the bond.

officials said resi-
dents who own a home valued
at $150,000 will pay an addi-

in additional

PORA
avoids
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tional $46.50 in taxes the first
year, $130.50 the second year,
$204 the third year, $274 the
fourth year and $342 the fifth

year.

Alex Perez, Dysart Unified
School Distriet business
manager, said the rates are
based on a 4 percent increase
in assessed values over the
five-year term.

Nelson said she was never
told about the Dysart taxes

when she purchased her new
home from Del Webb.

Contrary to what expansion
residents say about not know-
ing they were moving into a
school district, a spokesman

for Webb said that is simply
not true.

“The public report we give
to people doesn’t disclose to
folks that they are in a school
district, but it does list an an-
ticipated tax of that area,”
said John Waldron, Del Webb
manager of public and com-
munity relations. ‘“Residents
do have an idea of what the
tax in that area will be and
that ,tax rate does represent
they are in'a school district.

“There is some confusion in
the expansion area,” he said.
“Everyone in Sun City West
pays school taxes; old area or
new area.

“However, the original area
pays an unincorporated rate
and a community college tax,”
he said. “I am not sure what
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Residents may split from Dysart district

West expansion area, units 52
and up, are in the Dysart
Unified School District,” Nel-
son told PORA directors.
“School taxes are included in
their property tax bills. The
rest of Sun City West is not in

individual residents were told.
Whether they're in a school
district or not doesn’t matter,
but a tax rate was anticipated
in a public report they read
when they sign off. Potential
residents have a good idea of
what taxes they will be paying
before they move in.”

“Residents of the expansion
area in Sun City West should
be treated in the same man-
ner as all other Westers,” said
Cliff Cowles Jr. of Sun City,
president of the Northwest
Valley Taxpayers Association.
“In all fairness, their tax
status should be the same as
the rest of the community.
Legislation should be enacted
to accomplish this with all due
haste.”
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Sun City West group
out of Dysart

wants

By PAUL DAGOSTINO
Staff writer

SUN CITY WEST — Lead-
ers of a group of residents in
the Sun City West expansion
area Monday told Dysart
school district officials they
want to be

de-annexed p Related

from the
school dis- Siory" A3

trict.

But William Jones, interim
superintendent, said the dis-
trict is against allowing ex-
pansion-area residents to de-
annex.

Jones and Jesus de la Garza,
incoming superintendent, met
with Sol Padnick and eight
other members of Citizens for
Tax Equity at Padnick’s home
in an effort to get them to

sue.

Members of Citizens for Tax
Equity at the meeting rejected
the proposal with a “resound-
ing no,” Jones said.

“Unless it's solved at the
legislative level, the big ineg-
uity of the tax rate, there is no
solution from their point of
view,” Jones said.

Padnick, spokesman for
Citizens for Tax Equity, said
he would not support any
bond issue even though in the
past he indicated he might by
saying “let them apply (for
bond funds) as they need it,”
referring to the school district
asking voters for less than the
$25 million originally pro-
posed.

The expansion area and the
commercial core are the only
portions of Sun City West

school district; the rest of the
community was de-annexed in
a 1981 election. The expan-
sion area is shared by the
Dysart and Peoria school dis-
tricts.

Voters twice rejected a $25
million bond issue in the
March primary and in the May
general election. In both elec-
tions, members of Citizens for
Tax Equity mobilized to vote
against the issue because they
claim they pay more in school
taxes than many of the par-
ents who have children in
Dysart schools.

School district officials ad-
mit that expansion area resi-
dents pay more in school
taxes than other district resi-
dents. But they said that
doesn’t negate the need for
the district to prepare for

support a $10 million bond is-

which are

in an organized

Dysart rejects
de-annexation

W From A1

rapid growth. In Surprise
alone the population is ex-
pected increase from 7,500 to
65,000 in 10 years.

Many of those residents will
be families with children,
Surprise officials said. Cur-
rently Dysart schools are
filled to capacity and need
money to biuld new schools
and repair and rennovate ex-
isting ones, district officials
have said.

But the money won't-come
easily because Citizens for
Tax Equity have vowed to
oppose future bond issues,
which is why district officials
have been trying to negotiate
with them. Officials said those
residents were in part re-
sponsible for defeat of the
bond issue, officials have said.

Residents who live in the
exansion area vote at King-
swood Elementary School,
which is where a majority of
votes in opposition to the
bond issue were cast, accord-
ing to election records.

Currently about 600 to 800
residents live in the expan-
sion area, according to Ed
Cirillo, president of PORA.
When Del Webb Corp. is fin-
ished building homes in the
area, there will be about 2,000
residents, Cirillo said.

School district officials, at
least for the last two weeks,
have been trying to reach an
agreement with Citizens for
Tax Equity.

A month ago Barney Car-
denas, Maricopa County Elec-
tions coordinator, said he
mailed the state statues gov-
erning de-annexation of a
school district to an expansion
area resident.

Expansion area residents
and the remaining residents
in the Dysart Unified School
District need to agree on a de-
annexation proposal.

“Both parties’ have to say
yes for it to occur,” Cardenas
said.

The procedure for de-
annexation:

W First, expansion area
residents have to get 10 per-
cent of the 7,754 residents in
the school district to sign a

petition in favor of de-
annexation. )
M Then, the Maricopa

County Elections Department
verifies authenticity of the
petition signatures.

B If the valid signatures
represent more than 10 per-
cent of district residents, the
Maricopa County Superin-
tendent of Schools calls for a
districtwide election on the
de-annexation question.

» See Dysart rejects, A6
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Dysart deannexation drive skids to halt

By ANGELA MULL
Staff writer

Plans by the Sun City West
Citizens for Tax Equity and
the Sun Village Citizens for
Tax Equity to deannex from
the Dysart Unified School
District are on hold.

The groups decided in Oc-
tober to seek deannexation,
citing the fact that the rest of
Sun City West has a lower
total tax rate. However, prog-
ress has been slow because
the organizations are trying to
decide whether to move for-
ward as a joint effort or as
separate entities. The deci-
sion must be made before
either group can circulate the
petitions that would force a
November election.

In December, Bob Kocﬁ

. president of Sun City West
Citizens for Tax Equity, sub-'

mitted to the Maricopa County
schools superintendent’s

elections department two
plans for working toward
deannexation — one that has
the groups working separately
and one that has them work-
ing together. The plans were
turned over to Maricopa
County Attorney Rick Romley,
but he has yet to examine
them, said T. Rae Zapata, the
superintendent’s election di-
rector.

Romley has a heavy work-
load, she said, but added that
he knows the plans are there.
She also said seeking Rom-
ley’s opinion is a good idea so
that the groups and the elec-
tions department have a legal
opinion before proceeding.

“That way, we’ll know we're
proceeding correctly from the

_ beginning,” she said.

Whatever plan Romley ad-
vises is best, both tax-
opposition groups would need
to collect a total of approxi-
mately 1,100 signatures, which
is 10 percent of the district’s

T

10,789 registered voters.

Koch said he is getting im-
patient waiting for Romley’s
opinion, although he is not
required to have it before
deciding how to proceed.

“We expect them to do
something soon or we're going
to have to decide what to do
ourselves,” he said. “We don’t
absolutely need their help.”

Koch said so far he does not
prefer either plan, although it
would cost less money to have
a joint effort.

Once both groups agree on a
plan, Koch said he expects to
have the required signatures
to force an election within a

week. The problem, he said, is
in getting voters outside of the
Sun City West expansion area
and Sun Village to agree to
the deannexation. Both the
voters trying to get out of the
district and those who would
remain have to approve
deannexation.

If the groups do leave the
the district, Sun Village and
the Sun City West expansion
area would see their total tax
rate drop immediately from
$7.32 per $100 of assessed
valuation to $5.60. The ad-
justed rate would include a
secondary rate of $3.40 to help
pay off the $22 million bond

passed in 1987.

The total rate would even-
tually drop to match the $2.20
per $100 paid by those in the
unorganized school district.

Koch said that just because
the Sun City West Citizens for
Tax Equity is seeking dean-

nexation does not mean that~

its members don’t support
education or have a problem
with the Dysart district.

“Del Webb sold these prop-
erties as a part of Sun City
West,” he said. “This is one
big community. There should
be equal taxes in the whole
area of Sun City West.”

=____
l
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over override

By JEFF OWENS T
Staff writer

Neither side wants to lose in the
Dysart Unified School District’s
budget override election on Tuesday.

Dysart supporters don’t want to

lose because the 75 percent minority-

district, which already divides three
nurses and three librarians among
six schools, will face $800,000. in
‘budget cuts.

Dysart foes don’t want to lose be-
cause they believe Sun City West
expansion 'a{ea property taxes
should equall those in the de-
annexed area of the city.

Each side villifies the other. Both
sides have comie up with a blizzard
of statistics, each claiming vindica-
tion by -the numbers. S

Both sides say they don’'t want
Dysart’s children and parents to
lose. $ .o

Droves of senior citizens who sol-
idly support education funding have
expressed everything from dis-
appointment to outrage that their
entire generation is being painted as
an anti-education, anti-children
group with a “we've already done
our part” mentality. Many of them
put their wallets where their mouths
are by making generous contribu-

tions to the district and groups such |,

as the Century Club, which vol-
untarily raise money to support the
schools.

“We have a big image problem,”
said Eleanor Nelson, vice president
of Citizens for Tax Equity in Sun City
West, which opposes the override.
“We are very often portrayed as anti-
education and anti-kids. It's abso-
lutely false. We just don't want to be
the ones that pick up the financial
responsibility that really belongs to
the state Legislature and the federal
government.

“We believe the Dysart district
should concentrate its efforts on get-
ting the responsible entities to fi-
nance the schools instead of repeat-
edly asking local taxpayers to pay
more. People forget that hundreds of
people in our area are involved in
the district; volunteers from our area
spend hours and hours in Dysart
schools. I'll bet there isn't one kid
graduating in this year’s class who
hasn’t gotten a scholarship from a
group or someone in Sun City West;
a lot (of whom) are even. in the
expansion area.”

The Assistance to Build Class-
rooms bill was passed in late Feb-
ruary, but the Dysart district re-
ceived none of the $32.5 million set
aside by the Legislature for con-
struction and repairs.

Qut of $50 million designated for
maintenance and operation budgets,

 the Legislature allowed $170,000 for

the Dysart district, which has an
operating budget of $15 million.

‘%, Alejandro Perez, a Dysart assistant

superintendent, acknowledged the
state’s responsibility to the kids, but
said the fact was that the state didn’t

e VT O P T D sy ey

WHERE TO VOTE

Voters can go to several sites o
cast their ballots for the May 20
override, depending on what ele-
ctoral precinct they live in: :

M Surprise Elementary
School, 12907 W. Greenway
Road, El Mirage, will accept resi-
dents from El Mirage and Surprise.

H El Mirage Elementary
School, 12308 W. Thunderbird
Road, El Mirage, will accept resi-
dents from Agua Fria, Cameo,
Dysart, El Mirage, Surprise, and
Youngtown.

B Kingswood Elementary
School, 15150 W. Mondell Road,
El Mirage, will accept residents
from Agua Fria, Bonanza, Con-
quistador, Coyote Laokes, Fiesta,
Happy Trails, Shadow Hills, Span-
ish Garden, Stardust, Surprise,
Tuthill, and Waddell.

B Luke Elementary School,
7300 N. Dysart Road, El Mirage,
will accept residents from Country
Meadows, Dysart, Litchfield 1,
Litchfield 2, Olive, Tuthill, and
Waddell.

B Happy Trails Resort's
ballroom, 17200 W. Bell Road,
Surprise, will accept residents from
Greystone, Happy Trails, Hillcrest,
Spanish Garden, Summerstar,
Wittmann and Dusty Trail.

come through, and somebody still
has to help the kids, who likely won’t
have athletic or music programs if
the override fails.

“As far as the Legislature is con-
cerned, they fixed it (the ABC bill),
and it didn’t help us at all,” he said.

Perez said he is well aware that
many senior citizens support funding
the Dysart district.

“I don’t put this on senior citi-
zens,” he said. “I put it on the tax
equity group. Even though they don’t
want to be portrayed as anti-
education, they still cast ‘no’ votes.
In the meantime, the people who are
getting the royal shaft are the kids.

“The people in that area should’ve
known they were moving into a
school district,” Perez said. “We
didn’t annex them; we didn’t go out
and get them. If they didn’t want to
pay school taxes, they shouldn’t have
moved into a school district. You

don’t move into a school district and '

then rip it apart.”

Perez then sounded an ominous
note.

“Because we are not doing for
kids, these kids will do to us. When
these kids are shortchanged in their
education, some of them are going to

“wind up on the street. Without ath-

letics, where are they going to go
after school?”

Perez said there was an important
distinction between the opposition
group in Sun City West and the
children, parents, teachers and ad-
ministrators in the Dysart district.

“We're the ones who have to live
with the cuts,” he said.
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ELECTION RESULTS

Dysart
override

Here are the unofficial
results of the Dysart Uni-

By JEFF OWENS
Staff writer

‘The Dysart Unifted School Dis-
trict’s budget override was defeated
by a vote of 2,829 to 1,898, according
to figures released by ‘the Maricopa
County Elections Department late
Tuesday. It was the third unsuccess-
ful override attempt in two years.

Voter turnout in the ward contain-

ing Sun City West foes of the over-

ride was a stunning 66 percent. Voter
turnout throughout the district was a
record 40 percent.

Bob Koch, president of Citizens for
Tax Equity, a group of Sun City West
and Surprise residents that cam-
paigned against the override, said he
was satisfied with the vote.

“We're pleased, obviously, with the
result,” he said. “We don’t believe
the quality of educat:on will suffer
as a result.” i

With the override's failure, resi-
dents of the district will see their
property tax rate drop from $7.32 to
$6.29 per $100 of assessed valuation.

The property tax rate isn’t the only
thing that may be dropped, though.

Students can likely drop their plans
for football practice and band prac-
tice.

As Dysart administrators are
forced to find places to slash more
than $800,000 from the district’s
budget, athletics and music programs
will be among the first to go, they
said.

“The kids lose again,” said Rich-
ard MecComb, Dysart Governing
Board member. “My heart goes out
to the kids. I'm disappointed that
people didn’t put more value in our
kids' edueation. But we’ll regroup,

; Dysart override falls again

and we’ll do the best job that we can
with what we have to work with.”

Outside the home of Dysart Gov-
erning Board member Rachel Vil-
lanueva- and her husband, Surprise
Vice Mayor Roy Villanueva, an emo-
tional group of Dysart supporters
heard of the override’'s defeat
around 8:30 p.m.

“This is a sad night for Surprise,”
said Mayor Joan Shafer. “The worst
part is that the children will cry
tonight for what they've lost tomor-
row.”

» See Dysart regroups, AS
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speaking alternately in Span-
ish and English.

“I think we need to create a
different sense of community
than what we have had up
until now,” he said. “We have
to decide how we're going to
use our resources; allocate
them; be practical. We have
to create a new culture that is
inclusive of all our residents.
We have to talk; we have to
come to some agreement —
we can’t go on like this, fight-
ing one another.

“It hurts a lot. The deci-
sions we have to make are not

and staff are the ones that are
left with the impact. Let’s not
forget the children, because
they're the ones who really
have to accept it, and they
have no defense. But we have
to work with the adults in this
community, as hard as that
might be.

“l ask all of you to join
hands and do that. Not just
us, but with the rest of the
community — and that in-
cludes the Citizens for Tax
Equity. We've got to somehow
reach them and help them to
understand their relationship
with our kids.”
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Donors

By DAVID R. BECK
Staff writer

While most Sun Cities residents
enjoyed a leisurely summer, Gary
James of Sun City West spent two
months tirelessly raising money to
save the Dysart High School sports
program.

James' mission was accomplished
after raising $36,170 from Sun Cities
residents and businesses. With a to-
tal of $41,000 donated, Dysart’s var-
sity football, volleyball and cross
country teams began their fall sea-
sons earlier this month.

Yet thanks to a failed override in
June, Dysart has no junior varsity
teams for the current school year
‘and needs another $20,000 in order
to field winter and spring sports
teams.

James, a retired lawyer, said he’s
through with his fund-raising efforts
for Dysart.

“They have to resolve their own
situation,” James said. “They can’t
keep asking the Sun Cities for funds.
I told people that (my helping out)
was a one-shot deal, to give them a
shot in the arm.”

The most generous benefactor was
Ken Meade, a Sun City Wiest Realtor

Dysart sports

year,” Placencia said

save

who donated $11,000 to Dysart
sports.

It was James and Jim Smith who
did most of the legwork. Smith, a
Sun City West resident, served as

‘assistant chairman of the fund drive.

Dysart still has no official school
band, though the spirit squad is in
place. They are cheering for a foot-
ball team that was outscored by a
combined 84-6 in its first two games.

“It’s difficult to see the kids there
without out our feeder (junior var-
sity) program, knowing the feeder
makes the win-loss record a lot bet-
ter,” said Dysart Principal Hector
Placencia. “I think right now, we're
going to take a beating.”

Placencia said Dysart needs a
long-term solution to solve its finan-

cial woes.
“I think we’ll make it for this year

(with fall and winter sports), but I
don’t know what will happen for next

As for a similar fund drive suec-
ceeding next year, Placencia said,
“the possibilities are slim to none.”

While the Demons’ football efforts
haven’t translated into anything
close to a victory, Placencia sees
encouraging signs.

“The kids are improving,” Place-
ncia said. “




