


Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc. 

July 9, 2008 

Betty Jane Peters 
i8412 N Laurel Drive 
Sun City AZ 85373 

Dear Ms. Peters: 

"City of Volunteers" 

The remaining funds for the "Sparky" project total $1931.29. These funds will be 
divided equally, as requested, providing $643.76 each for 2 artists and $643.77 for one 
artist. The purchase of a plaque will be the responsibility of the artists, as a plaque was 
not required to replicate the original Sparky. 

Please complete and return the enclosed W-9 Request for Taxpayer Identification 
Number and Certification to Linda Menna in the RCSC Corporate Office. Upon receipt 
of the W-9 form, your check will be processed and mailed within five business days. 

Sincerely, 

µ/~---;: __ .> lime· 
Assistant General Manager 

Cc: Denny Nichols, President, RCSC Board of Directors 
Jan Ek, General Manager 

e. 
10626 W. Thunderbird Boulevard• Sun City, Arizona 85351 • (623) 876-3000 

FAX Numbers: Gen. Mgr. (623) 876-8341 • Purchasing (623) 876-1573 • Membership I Clubs (623) 876-1574 
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Sun City Volunteer's - A Lifestyle of Giving 

j une 26 , 2008 

Recreation Centers of Sun City 

Jim Wellman 

Assistant General Manager 

Dear Mr . Wellman : 

Now that Sparky II is in place, please divide the remaining 

funds as follows : 

$225 . 00 Sundial Mens Club plaque 

$568 .76 each sculptor 

T. $193 1.29 

It has been our pleasure to enrich our Community with 

an Icon honoring Sun City Volunteers . 

Sincerely, 

Connie Turner Kay Smith Betty Jane Peters 

Cc : Denny Nichols,President, RCSC Board of Directors 

Jan Ek, General Manager 

Larry Carr , President, Sundial Men ' s Club 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ. 85373 
(623) 972-8396 • (623) 977-8935 
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AWARDS AWARDS BY C & L 

O
BYL 8273 W. Washington Street 
c_. Peoria, AZ 85345 
\.:I, 623-878-9050 
~ FAX: 623-486-3038 

NAME/ADDRESS 

SUN CITY FOUNDATION STATUE FUND 
CONNIE TURNER 
977-8935 

DESCRIPTION 

5 X 8 Bronze Casting Plaque w/Patina Finish 

"'\~,._ c--J~'--

'S,-- L-/ 
\._,0~~\_ 

QTY 

~ 

Estimate 
DATE ESTIMATE # 

6/26/2008 3237 

TERMS Requisition # 

Due on receipt 

COST TOTAL 

I 225.00 225.00 

TOTAL $225.00 



Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc. 

June 23, 2008 

Betty Jane Peters 
18412 N Laurel Drive 
Sun City AZ R5371 

Dear Ms. Peters: 

"City of Volunteers" 

Now that Sparky II is in place with the original statues at the Lakeview Center, the only outstanding items 
regarding his placement are the charges submitted by the three artists for re-creating the statue. 

I am enclosing an accounting of the funds available for the Sparky II effort, which, unfortunately, falls 
somewhat short of the money requested by the three artists. 

Your dedication to recreate the original installation of the artwork is inspiring and I would ask one more 
favor of the three artists: that you would entertain the idea of allowing the remaining funds to stay with 
the Sun City Foundation, where your generosity will provide much needed assistance to others and 
possibly make the difference in allowing some of our citizens to remain members of our community. 

Should you choose to receive the remaining funds as compensation for your efforts in creating Sparky II, 
please advise how the funds should be divided between the three artists. The RCSC will supply a 1099 
form at the end of 2008 listing the amount paid to each artist. 

Si~ 

Jim Wellman 
Assistant General Manager 

Cc: Denny Nichols, President, RCSC Board of Directors 
Jan Ek, General Manager 
Larry Carr, President, Sundial Men's Club 

10626 W. Thunderbird Boulevard• Sun City, Arizona 85351 • (623) 876-3000 
FAX Numbers: Gen. Mgr. (623) 876-8341 • Purchasing (623) 876-1573 •Membership / Clubs (623) 876-1574 



Sparky 

Funds available: 

Insurance payment 
Donations 

Expenses: 
Skurja Foundry 
Skilled Trades 

Kay Smith 
Betty Jane Peters 
Connie Turner 

$4100.00 
2480.00 

$6580.00 

$3800.00 
848.71 

$4648.71 

830.00 
758.00 
880.00 

$2468.00 

6580.00 
-4648.71 

1931.29 available funds 



Sun City Volunteer's -A Lifestyle of Giving 

August 13, 2007 

Board of Directors 

Recreation Centers of Sun City 

re : replacement dog for Volunteer's statue 

Dear Board Members, 

The three original artists (Smith, Turner and Peters) have 

agreed to collaborate on making a clay replica of Sparky 

for a fee of $20 pe r hour per ar t ist . Time involved estimated 

at ten hours per artist and includes materiel, construction, 

armature , firing, etc . 

We have contacted John Sku r ja at his Foundry in Prescott, Az . , 

and he will make molds and cast our sculpture in bronze for 

$4000 . Additionally, a more secure device may be welded to 

the anchoring stake to deter theft . 

In 2002 Sparky, alone, was appraised at $15,000 so we are con

fident you will consider this a bargain in restoring Sun Cities 

I c on, The Volunteers Statue . 

Three months is a reasonable time frame and we await your de 

cision to begin work. 

Thank you for your consideration . 

cc: Kay Smith 

Betty Jane Peters ' 

~rely., ~ --

(£e-6~r, temp . chrm. -

13709 N. 98th Ave . Unit E 

Sun City, Az 85351 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 

Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 
1 &412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ. 85373 

(623) 972 8300 • (623) 977-8935 



Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc. 

August 17, 2007 

Connie Turner 
13709 N 98th Avenue Unit E 
Sun City AZ 85351-2973 

"City of Volunteers" 

Re: Replacement of "Sparky" for Volunteer's Statue 

Dear Ms. Turner: 

Your letter of August 13, 2007 to the RCSC Board of Directors has been forwarded to me 
for response. 

I am impressed that the three original artists are again willing to fabricate anqther 
"Sparky" for the Volunteer Statue. I appreciate your pride in our community and applaud 
your efforts. As my assistant, Linda Menna has advised you, the insurance payment of 
$4100 is available if you wish to replace "Sparky". 

I regret to advise you that at this time, RCSC is focused on critical building issues and 
reconstruction efforts; therefore, any additional funds needed for your project are not 
available from the Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Jim Wellman 
Assistant General Manager 

Cc: RCSC Board of Directors 
Jan M. Ek, General Manager 

10626 W. Thunderbird Boulevard• Sun City, Arizona 85351 • (623) 876-3000 
FAX Numbers: Gen. Mgr. (623) 876-8341 • Purchasing (623) 876- 1573 • Membership I Clubs (623) 876- 1574 



Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc. 
"City of Volunteers" 

October 8, 2007 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty J anc Peters, Chairmnn 
18412 N Laurel Drive 
Sun City AZ 85373 

Dear Betty Jane: 

At this time the RCSC Board has not made the determination to approve the replacement 
of the bronze dog sculpture and therefore, is unable to approve any expenditure for this 
project. The Board elects to defer their decision, pending further review of donations 
received and final costs of the project. 

Once the RCSC Board of Directors has convened to discuss this issue, they will be happy 
to meet with you and further discuss the project details. However, please be advised that 
if the Volunteers Statue Committee moves forward using other funds, the RCSC cannot 
guarantee reimbursement of any funds pertaining to this project. 

Please feel welcome to contact Irma Fredericks if you have any questions or require 
additional information. 

~kk~ 
Linda Menna 
Executive Assistant 

Cc: Board of Directors 
Jim Wellman, Assistant General Manager 

10626 W. Thunderbird Boulevard• Sun City, Arizona 85351 • (623) 876-3000 
FAX Numbers: Gen. Mgr. (623) 876-8341 • Purchasing (623) 876-1573 • Membership I Clubs (623) 876-1574 



Juno e-mail tor ganctbJpeters(fYJuno.com pnmea on Monaay, ucmoer u~, L.UU, , <+:<+o nv1 

October 8, 2007 

Board of Directors, 
Sun City Recreation Center of Sun City 
10626 Thuncerbird Boulevard 
Sun City, Arizona 85351 

Dear SCSC Board of Directors, 

Regarding Sparky Replacement 

In answer to your letter of Oct. 8th, 2007, we would like to voice our deep disappointment regarding 
your decision of non-support .. 

We were told by Mr. Wellman that $4,100 of insurance money is available to replace Sparky and we 
offered to raise the additional funds, ($2,243) . Fun rasising letters -hav-e -already been deliver-ed-te-the 
Daily-News-Sun (after the article appeared on October 5th, 07) as well as the Independent and Sun 
Views. All funds are to be processed through the Sun City Foundation 301C Fund. 

We realize that many of you are new to the area and unaware of the fact that we spent three years on 
the Volunteer Statue, and raised $100,000 to have it cast in Bronze and presented to Sun City as a 
tribute to thre man and women who make up the City of Volunteers. 

We are preplexed by your attitude in as much as the $4,100 is available as quoted. 

Let us know if we should distroy the clay model of Sparky, and abandon our attempts to replace him. 

We await your answer. 

Sincerely 

Betty Jane Peters 

Cc: Jim Wellman 

Connie Turner Kay Smith 

1 of 1 



Sun City Volunteer's -A Lifestyle of Giving 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ. 85373 
(623) 972-8396 • (623) 977-8935 



October 22, 2007 
Sun City Volunteer's -A Lifestyle of Giving 

Dear Board of Directors, 

This is an urgent plea for your cooperation in helping replace the Bronze dog, Sparky. 

We can not keep the clay at the proper" leather-hard" to have the foundry make the Bronze 
statue. The clay is beginning to get too hard, and will start to crack and crumble soon. 

It must go to the foundry, before Oct. 31, Kay Smith ( one of the artists) and her husband who 
would be transporting the clay model, to the Foundry in Prescott, will be leaving on Nov. 1st for a few 
weeks, for Medical appointments in Colorado. So it is most urgent that the clay model is transported 
before then, or the entire project will have to be abandoned. 

We know that the Insurance Money received, is more than enough to cover the price of having the 
model Bronzed. The foundry has sent a Flax quoting about $3,800. The other small expenses can wait 
until clubs have their meetings and will send donations. 

Please give this your consideration. Thank you for caring. 

Betty Jane Peters 
Chairman 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ. 85373 
(623) 972-8396 • (623) 977-8935 



Octobet 30 , 2007 

Sun City Volunteer's -A Lifestyle of Giving 

Sun City Foundation 
Lakeview Ree1eatlon Cente1 
Sun Clty, Atlzona 85351 

To Whom It May Concetn; .,, .. 

Elg·ht yeaH ago, when the "Statuu 06 the Votuntee16" we1e being made 
and placed, the Foundatlon g1aeiou6.ly accepted taklng ca1e 06 the 
donatlon6 to pay 601 the Scutptu1e6. 

.. 
Now, the dog, Spatky, l6 being 1eptaeed. Adve1tl6ement6 601 donatlon6 ate 
appea1lng ln the toea.e new6pape16. The adve1tl6ement6 ate a6klng that 
donatlon6 be 6ent to the Sun Clty Foundatlon. Hope6ut.ey the donatlon6 wU.e 
be 6u66lelent to covet the expen6e6 06 the Labat, which amount6 to $1,200. 
Any amount ovet that. can be 1etalned by the Fou>idatlon, to be -,4,upvir.,ed 
howevu they 6ee 6lt~ 

Thank you 601 helping, and eatlng. 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ. 85373 
(623) 972-8396 • (623) 977-8935 



October 27,2007 

Betty Jane Peters 
18412 N Laurel Drive 
Sun City AZ 85373 

Dear Betty Jane: 

In answer to your recent correspondence the R.C.S.C. Board has agreed to Pay for the 
Bronzing of "Sparky' from the insurance moneys', This money will be paid only upon 
the delivery of the statue including the bars and rods for affixing it in place, to Jim 
Wellman. 

The total amount the R.C.S.C. will pay is $4,100.This is the total amount received from 
the insurance company. 

This Statue can not be insured again. 

Please respond in writing with an approximate date for when "Sparky" will be completed 
and delivered, and an itemized bill showing the cost of creating "Sparky" and a copy of 
the fax for the work being done at the foundry. We ask that all three artist sign the letter 
stating that they realize that they will receive no money until the R.C.S.C .. has received 
the finished statue 

Irma Frederick [Secretary} 



Sun City Volunteer's - A Lifestyle of Givinq 
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The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ 85373 
(623) 972-8396 • (623) 977-8935 



REVISEV LETTER 
Oc.tobu 29-, - 2007 

', - . ~ 

Sun City Volunteer's -A Lifestyle of Giving 

hma. F1te.deir.J.c.k 
sec.teta.ty, R.c.s: c. 
Sun Ci.ty, Ati.zona. 

Vea.'t h ma.: 

We 6ully undet-6ta.nd you't lettet 06 Oc.tobe't 27th, 2007 
·, 

The e-6t1.ma.ted ti.me 06 c.ompleti.on 06 the Btonze Spa.tky Dog M 
3 to 6 month-6, dependi.ng upon the Foundty wotk loa.d. 

A 6a.x , 6tom the Foundty, wa.-6 -6ent to the R,.c.s.c. on Oc.tobu 5th. ·· 
The a.pptoxi.ma.te c.o-6t will be $3,800. 

Fo't the c.onve.n,lenc.e 06 a.nyone who doe-6 not -6eem to undet-6ta.nd the 
c.omplete -6toty, 1 a.m enc.lo-61.ng c.opi.e-6 06 a.ll c.otte-6pondenc.e tega.tdi.ng 
the uea.ti.on 06 the -6c.ulptMed dog. ThM wi.U idly ex.pla.1.n why we 
a.te a.ttempti.ng to tepla.c.e a. pa.tt 06 the Sta.tue-6 06 the Volunteet-6. 

La.-6t Sp'ti.ng, the 1n-6uta.nc.e 6ound a. B'tonze Vog, a.ta. Foundty, wh.lc.h 
di.d not te6emble the old Spa.'tky a.t a.ll. The c.o-6t wa.6 ovet$6,000. 
Tlli o66u··wa.-6 tutned down. 

Bec.a.u6e the dog wa.-6 pa.'tt 06 the ptojec.t we completed ove't 5 yea.1i a.go. 
to the a.c.c.la.1.m 06 the entite c.ommuni.ty, we 6elt we -6hould tepla.c.e Spa.tky. 
Fot out e66ott-6, we ha.ve tec.ei.ved only nega.ti.ve te-6pon6e 6tom the Boa.id. 

A c.ouple 06 week-6 a.go, when the c.la.y -6c.ulptute wa.-6 1.n pet6ec.t c.ondi.ti.on 
to be ta.ken to t he Found'ty, the R.C.s.c. boa'td wodd not a.pptove. Si.nc.e 
then, t he dog ha.6 c.olla.p-6ed onc.e, a.nd ha.d to be tepa.1.ted. So 1.t M mo-6t 
utgent to be deU..veted to the Found'ty N0W! · 

A-6 pet out phone c.onve1ttia.tJ.on: toda.y, Oc.t . 29th, the R.C.S·;•C boa.'td 
will only be te-6pon-61.ble 6ot the B'tonzi.ng 06 the Vog, the c.la.y u-6ed 
to ma.ke hi.m, a.nd the Tta.n-6potta.t1.on (3 ti.me-6 to Pte-6c.ott). 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ 85373 
(623) 972-8396 • (623) 977-8935 

) ~ ~ --
/ ,C21f 
/al/ Smi.th 



Octobet 30, 2007 

Sun Citij Volunteer's - A Lifestijle of Giving 

Sun. Clty Foun.datlon. 
Lakevle.w Recteatlon. Centet 
Sun Clty, Atlzona 85351 

To Whom Tt May Con.cetn.; 

Elght yeat-6 ago, when. the "Statue-6 06 the VotunteeH" wete belng made 
and placed, the Foun.datlon. gtaclou-6.ty accepted takln.g cate 06 the 
don.atlon.-6 to pay 6ot the Scutptute-6. 

.. 
Now, the dog, Spatky, l-6 belng teptaced. Advettl-6emen.ti 6ot donatlon.-6 ate 
appeatln.g ln. the toca.e n.e.w-6papet-6. The advettl-6ement-6 ate a-6kln.g that 
donatlon.-6 be -6ent to the Sun. Clty Foundatlon. Hope6utty the donatlon-6 wilt 
be -6u66lclent to covet the e~pen-6e-6 06 the Labo~, whlch amount-6 to $1,200. 
Any amount ovet that. can be tetalned by the Fowidatlon., to be Jjl-6p~ed 
howevu they -6ee 6lt~ 

Thank you 6ot he£pln.g, and catln.g. 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ 85373 
(623) 972-8396 • (623) 977-8935 



Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc. 
"City of Volunteers" 

October 30, 2007 

Mary Jane Peters, Chairman 
The Volunteers Statue Committee 
18412 N. Laurel Drive 
Sun City, AZ 85373 

Dear Mrs. Peters 

I just received your letter dated October 28, 2007. 

You characterize the RCSC reply as " ... only negative response from the Board." 
This is completely untrue. The response you received followed good business 
practice. Simply, the RCSC needs proof that your undertaking has enough money 
up front to complete the project. It would be irresponsible to enter into a project 
without the appropriate funds to complete it. Your last letter indicated you would 
be seeking donations from the clubs, which means you do not have adequate funds 
to complete the project. 

Had you discussed this project with the Board prior to its undertaking all of this 
would have been explained and your current dilemma with the clay Sparky could 
have been avoided. 

I hope your group is abie to complete this project without any more problems. 

Sincerely, 

?-~ 
Norman Dickson, Treasurer, 
RCSC Board of Directors 

10626 W. Thunderbird Boulevard• Sun City, Arizona 85351 • (623) 876-3000 
FAX Numbers: Gen. Mgr. (623) 876-8341 • Purchasing (623) 876-1573 • Membership I Clubs (623) 876-1574 



Novembet 1, 2007 

Sun Ci~ Volunteer's -A Lifes~le of Giving 

Sun Clty Foundatlon 
Lakevlew Ree1eatilon ~ente1 
Sun Clty, A1lzona 85351 

To Whom Tt May Conee1n 
• I 

Thl6 ~ a CORRECTION 06 the lette1 T 6ent on Oetobe1 30 th, 2007 

The total Labo1 eo6t 601 the making 06 the Vog, Spa1ky Statue ~ $2 , 200. 
The lette1 6tated $1,200 (a typlng e1101J. 

The A1t~t6 : Kay Smlth hou16 wete 39 whleh total ed $780 . 00 
Co nnle Tutn0t6 houH totaled 44 total 880.00 
Betty Jane Petet6 hout6 wete 27 tot~t~ 540. 00 

$2, zoo ---

Agaln, Thank Vou 601 helping u6 te6olve the ptoblem 06 the Lo6t 
Vog Sptaky . 

~t ,'lA/1.K,;rJ 1,'--(_ 

Betty Ja t6 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ. 85373 
{623) 972-8396 • (623) 977-8935 



Sun City Volunteer's -A Lifestyle of Giving 

Mt . La.Hy Ca.H 
P1te6Uent 06 Sund.la.l Men'6 Club 
10849 <rJe.dgewood V1t.lve 
Sun C.lty, A1t. 85351 

Vea.If. Mt . La.1t1ty Ca.If.If., 

Novemb et 8t h, 2007 

,.· 

E.lght yea.1t6 a.go, when Sun C.lty wa.6 celeb1ta.Ung thei.~ 40th Ann.lve1tJ..a.1ty, 
th1tee la.dy a.1tt.l6tJ.., Uving in Sun C.lty, dec,lded to J..culptu1te a. memot.la.l 
ded.lea.ted to t he Volunteelf.6 06 Sun C.lt y . a. Living Memot.la.l. 

TP t he a.ccla..lm 06 t he community, the6e SculptuteJ.. ha.ve been 6ta.nd.lng 
-ln61tont 06 t he La.kev.lew Rec1tea.t.lon Cente1t. 

Two yea.1tJ.. a.go, the Vog, Spa.1tky, (wh.leh 1tep1uented mo1te,.tha.n 4,000 pet6 
who 6ound homeJ.. thtough Sun C.lty An.lma.l Re6cueJ wa.J.. J..tolden. 

' Countle6J.. 06 1tequeJ..tJ.. ha.ve a.6ked tha.t he be tepla.ced. So t he t h1tee la.d.leJ.. 
dec,lded to make h.lJ.. tw-ln. The mold .l6 now at the Foundty in P1te6cott, 
and will be ca.J..t into b1tonze. 

The Sun Clty Rec1tea.tl on Boa.1td 1tece.tved $4,700 6tom the InJ..u1ta.nce compa.ny, 
which .l6 not J..u66.le.len t to covelf. ~!l the expenJ..eJ.. . I a.m told that the Vog 
will not be placed, until the entl1te a.mount needed .l6 tece.lved thtough 
dona.t.lon6 . Tw would be $2,000 . 

I a.m '"t:old tha.t the Sund.la.l Men 16 Club .l6 moJ..t genetouJ.. -ln helping the. -,_ 
needJ.. 06 Sun C.lt y. A Plaque would be placed next to Spatky II, w.lt h t he 
name 06 the donot and the dat e 06 the teplacement. 

~ny .amgunt donated t h the Sun C.lty Foundation, Matked 601t SPARKY, the Vog, 
wouldbe gtac.lou6ly a.ccepte.d. 

Thank ou moJ.. -lnce~6ot youlf. conJ..Ue1tat.lon. 

C>-N-'7~ 
B t y Ja.n ete.iJ.., 

1 ne Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ. 85373 
(623) 972-8396 • (623) 977-8935 



Sun Cit':} Volunteer's -A Lifest'jle of Givinq 

Novembe.1r. 14, 2007 

M't. La.Hy Ca.'t't 
P1te.1.i,lde.nt 06 Sund-la.l Me.~~ Club 
10849 Wedgwood V1tlve 
Sun Clty, A'tLzona. 85351 

Vea.1t Mt . Ca.tty Ca.1t1t, 

You1t lette1r., telllng me tha.t the Sund-la.l Men 11.i Club ha.1.i dona.ted $2,000 
to c.omplete the p1r.ojec.t 06 pla.c.lng the nw Spa.1r.ky wlth the. 1r.e1.it 06 
the Volunteu Sta.tue.1.i a.t La.kevlw Rec.. Ce.ntu, wa.1.i 1r.ec.uve.d wlth g1r.ea.t 
joy. roe. th't,ee 1.ic.utpt u1r.e a.1r. tll.Jt1.i ha.ve nct.~U.ed -ma.ny ob1.ita.c.le.1.i to get 
the 1.itolde.n Dog 1r.e.pla.c.ed. Now t he p1r.ojec.t c.a.n be c.ompleted. 

We Tha.nk t he Sund-la.l Men 1 1.i Club mo1.it hea.1r.tedly 601t the.Lt gene1to~lt y, 
I 'm c.e1r.ta.ln t he people 06 Sun Clty will 6eel t he 1.ia.me. 

A pla.que will be pla.c.ed next to Spa.1tky TI, wlth the Sw.nd-la.l Men 1 1.i Club 
na.me on lt, a.nd the da.te 06 the 1r.epla.c.eme.nt. 

Tha.nk you a.ga.ln, 

Be.tty Ja.ne Pe e1r. 1.i 
Cha.ltma.n 06 the Voluntee't Sta.tue Commlttee 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ. 85373 
(623) 972-8396 • (623) 977-8935 



Sundial Men's Club 

November 13, 2007 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 
18412 N. Laurel Drive 
Sun City, AZ 85373 

Dear Betty Jane, 

At the Sundial Men' s Club Executive Board meeting today we voted to donate $2000.00 
to the RCSC marked f9r Sparky, the Dog. 

This money was raised from our Thursday night bingo games and the Arizona 
Department of Revenue requires that we give the money to our parent origination unless 
we receive permission from them to give money to a local charity. 

I hope this will provide you with the funds needed to complete Sparky. 

~-
Larry Carr, President 
SDMC 
14801 N. 103rd Ave 
Sun City, AZ 85351 
583-3092 

t" h • "ct d doc u 1t1 t tt t . St t b •ck Or d t t • i It. fE 

SUNDIAL MEN'S CLUB 
BINGO ACCOUNT 

14801 N. 103TH AVE. 
SUN CITY, AZ. 85351 

PH. 623-9TT-5116 

AMTRUST 
BANK 

,01oe WHI S.11 Road 
Sun City, AZ 15351 

FOR Sf' ,I Al('( • 7~ c /✓ e;j 

DATE _ ~/~/--_~/~3_-~0-=-7 __ 

n•DD 1. 1. S 711• ,: I. 2 2 1.8 7 2 I. 21: DD 28 r,DDD 7 3 r,n• 

1157 

91 -8721/1221 
28 



Sun City Volunteer's - A Lifestyle of Givinq 
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SWt City ¼Lmtters-A Lifestyle of Giving 

Susan Summers, 
50th Anniversary Committee~ 
Sun City, Arizona. 

Dear Susan ~ 

November 18th, 2008 

I did try to find a phone nmnber to call yo~ but could not do so. Hopefully, this is the 
best way to reach you? I have been mading about the progns you and the committee 
are making in preparing for tlr. upooming 50th Anniversary of Our Wooderful Sun City. 

My deep concern is that great thought will be given to having the •worts of Art• the 
BRONZE Statues, (the. Del Webb statue· standing at Bell Center, and the. Sun City 
Volunteers Statues" that adorn the entmmce to Lakeview Center) -SANDBLASTED 
TO RESTORE THE WONDERFUL BRONZE COLOR AGAIN! These Statues 
have Not been maintained, and it is very sad to show them off to visitors, in their condition. 

The "Sun City Vohmtcer Statues• -were created for the 40th Anniversary. Now, after 
almOQ 10 years, with no maintet~ they should be restoR:d for the 50th Anniversary. 
The Broll7,C Company, owned by John Skurja., in~ can be contacted. He did 
the Btoll7,C replacement of the dog, and is very capable of doing Sandblasting to restore 
the lovely art. 

Thank you for caring. 
MOQ Sincerely 

cc: Paul Hemnann 

Betty Jane Peters 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters. Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive. Sun City. AZ. 85373 
(623) 972-8396 • (623) 9TT-8935 



July 5, 2000 

Betty Jane Peters 
P.0.Box 138 

(j2/un ~/fr :!T'~ 
1062!6 ~ ~ rMkd. 

0/'Uffb ~, &/!f 8535 I 

(6213) 876-3000 

Solon, Springs, Wisconsin 54873 

Dear Betty Jane: 

For the past two months we have been receiving correspondence and, occasionally, a check addressed to 
you as Chairperson of Sun City Foundation. 

While your May solicitation letter does not state that you are the chairperson of the Foundation, the 
implication is there because of the last paragraph in your letter. The Board of Directors of Sun City 
Foundation request that you refrain from continuing to solicit funds for the statue using the attached letter 
format which also appears to imply that Sun City Foundation is sponsoring the statue. 

In 1999, the Board of Directors of Sun City Foundation agreed to receive tax exempt funds for the statue 
when it was their understanding that the statue was sponsored by the Clay Club at Marinette, a RCSC Club. 
According to the Articles of Incorporation, in order for the Foundation to be able to accept tax exempt 
donations for the statue, it has to be a RCSC project. Since there is no RCSC sponsor, the Foundation 
cannot continue to receive tax exempt funds for the statue. The funds on hand will be held until an 
acceptable committee is organized. 

Could you please send to me a name list of the businesses you have sent letters to so that we may have 
an idea of how many businesses have received this form of letter. 

Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Beverly Davis, President, 
Sun City Foundation 



Sun Cihj Volunteer's -A Lifeshjle of Giving 

Octobe4 4th, 2000 

Vea4 Beve4ly Vav.v.i, 
A6 you 4eque6ted, by phone today, Octobe4 4th, 2000, Vi..4ecto4 

Ma4ge Mu4phy wUl "No longu be -lncluded 1..n anyth-lng to do wi..th the 

Voluntee4 Statue, unde4 penalty 06 bung a6ked to 4e61..gn 64om the 

Rec4eation Boa4d 06 Sun Ci..ty." 
We a4e appa4ently m.ll.itaken 1..n ou4 p4ecepti..on 06 the 41..ght6 and 

duti..e6 06 membe46 06 the Rec4eati..on Boa4d o6Sun Ci..ty, and the Sun Ci..ty 

Foundati..on, and 4eg4et that you 6eel th.v.i acti..on .v.i nece66a4y, a6 we a4e 

all wo4ki..ng 6olely to hono4 the U6ence 06 the Ci..ty 06 Voluntee46. 

cc. Robe4t 84.ll.icoe 

cc. Ma4ge Mu4phy 

cc. Jack McManamon 

cc. Soni..a Ab4am6 

The Volunteers Statue Committee 
Betty Jane Peters, Chairman 

18412 N. Laurel Drive, Sun City, AZ 85373 
(623) 972-8396 • (623) 977-8935 



VF VOLUNTEER'S STATUE 
SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT JAN. 16-22, 2002 

. Photos by Jeremy Pearlman/Independent Newspapers 

Kay Smith, Betty Jane Peters and Connie Turner, from left, check 
the new wall that has been added behind the Sun City "Volunteers: 
A Lifestyle of Giving" statue. 

Finishing touch· 
ap})lied to Sun City 
volunteers' statue 
Wall contains plaques 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Nearly a year after the "Sun 
City Volunteers: A Lifestyle of 
Giving," statue was dedicated at 
the Thunderbird Boulevard 
entrance to the Lakeview 
Recreation Center, the final 
touches have been put into 
place. 

A five-foot high wall was 
recently placed behind the life
size bronze statue that salutes 
the volunteer efforts of Sun 
Citians. 

The new wall contains histor
ical plaques, as well as plaques 
bearing the names of prominent 
donors and sponsors of the stat
ue project, according to Connie 
Turner, one of the three women 
whose idea and hard work 
resulted in the bronze tribute. 

Ms. Turner was joined by 
friends Kay Smith and Betty 
Jane Peters in coming up with 
the idea, spearheading the fund
raising effort and shepherding 

A new plaque identifying the art
work has been placed at the 
statue paying tribute to Sun 
City's volunteers. 

their labor of love to comple
tion. 

The idea for the statue was 
conceived about three years ago 
by Ms. Turner while attending a 
meeting of the Sun City 40th 
Anniversary Committee. 

The statue is an homage to 
the numerous Sun City volun-

See ■ WALL, Page 5 

teers who donate so much ot 
their time to the betterment of 
the community. It features repre
sentations of the PRIDES, a stu
dent, a female volunteer, the Sun 
C11y Posse and a dog. The 
women and child are seated on a 
bench fabricated by the B..:11 
Metal Club. 

Th..: student represent, the 
youngsters who have been 
tutored by Sun Ci t1an:, . The 
smnd, lady 1s a symbol of the 

Sun. Health Auxiliary and the 
dog 1s representative uf th<.: hun
dreds of dogs ~ ho ha\ e been 
placed in new homes through 
the Sun Cities Animal Rescue~ 
. The statute figures were cast 
111 Big Timber. Mont., by L) le 
Johnson, brother of renowned 
sculpt <?r _ Snell Johnson, who 
was ong111ally scheduled 10 cast 
the stat~e but became ill. Ly le 
was assisted by his son, Curg. 

The wall was constructe d 

with funds leftover follow ing 
the ..:ompletion of the ~tatue. 
Approximate!) S 100,000 was 
raised for the statue project. 
according 10 Mrs. Turner . 

.. Erecting the wall \1a, 
always part of the plan ... Ms 
Turner expla111ed. 

Public response to the stalUe 
has been 1ery positive, \ls. 
Turner remarked . 

.. People have been 1en 
pleased with the statue ... ~he 
said. "Sun City now has its icon 
in pla<:.:e which honors what Sun 
City is all about (voluntarism). 

"The statue has enhanced the 
community," she continued. "I t 
was a wonderful project." 

The statute placement in Sun 
City has apparent!) enhanced 
its value. 

··we paid $86.000 for the 
statue," Ms. Turner said ... ,1 
was appraised a couple of 
months ago for $205,000. That 
was only six months after the 
statue was put up... That 
appraisal was for the five life
s ize figu res only. and does not 
include the bench. wall or 
plaques. 

Not content to rest on their 
laurels, the three ladies are now 
trying 10 get the Recreation 
Centers to do some landscaping 
behind the statue and wall. 

"That would enhance the 
statue that mud1 more." Mrs. 
Turner said. 



VF VOLUNTEER'S STATUE 

SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT SEPT. 26-OCT. 2, 2001 

Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

The statue, "Sun City Volunteers: A Lifestyle of Giving," has added a patriotic aspect with the young girl now 
proudly waving an American flag. 



VF VOLUNTEER 'S STATUE 

SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT 
MARCH 28-APRIL 3, 2001 

Final statue figures dedicated 
More than two 
years of work 
reaps reward 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

More than two years of toil for 
three Sun City women was 
rewarded M arch 17 when the 
final four life-size figures of the 
"Sun City Volunteers: A Lifestyle 
of Giving," statue were dedicated 
at the Thunderbird Bou lcvard 
entrance to the Lakeview 
Recreation Center. 

The bronze statue, au homage 
to voluntarism in Sun City, was 
the idea of Connie Turner, Kay 
Smith and Betty Jane Peters, who 
shepherded their labor of love to 
completion. 

Although titled " Sun City 
Volunteers: A Lifesty le of 
Giving," it could easily have 
been tagged " From Frustration to 
Fruition," Don Hutchings astute
ly observed. 

"So many people put obstacles 

Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

From left, Betty Jane Peters, Connie Turner and Kay Smith pose with the 
· statue following the March 17 dedication of the final four figures. 

in their way but they overcame 
them," he said. 

The idea for the statue was con
ceived more than two years ago by 
Ms. Turner while attending a meet
ing of the Sun City 40th 
Anniversary Committee. 

The statue is an homage lo the 
numerous Sun City volunteers who 

donate so much of their time to 
the bellennent of the community. 
It features representations of the 
PRIDES, a tudent. a female vol
unteer; the Sun City Posse and a 
dog. The women and chi ld are 
seated on a bench fabricated by 
the Bell M etal Club. 

The student represents the 
youngsters who have been 
tutored by Sun Citians. The 
smock lady is a symbol of the Sun 
Health Auxiliary and the dog is 
representative of the hundreds of 
dogs who have been placed in 
new homes through the Sun 
Cities Animal Rescue. 

Sun Citians annually donate in 
excess of 1.3 mil l ion hours of 
their time, valued at an estimated 
$ 15 million, to make life better 
for area residents. 

The three women had to over
come several obstacles, including 
having to raise a substantial 
amount of money and finding a 
new sponsor. 

. Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

The original sponsoring organ
ization. the Clay Corner at 
Marinette withdrew its endorse-

Jim Hawks, left, of the Sun City Historical Society and Bob Briscoe, 
RCSC director, lower the ti~e capsule into its home for the next 59 years. See ■ STATUE, Page 3 
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SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT MARCH 14-20, 2001 

Statue's final four figures 
to be unveiled March 1 7 
Bronze statue pays tribute to volunteers 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Center. numerous Sun City volunteers who 
donate so much of their time to the 
betterment of the community. 

More than two years of work will 
reach fruition when lhe remaining 
four life-size figures of the bronze 
statue, "Sun City Volunteers: A 
Lifestyle of Giving." will be dedi
cated during a I p.m. ceremony 
March 17 at Lakeview Recreation 

The final 
0

four figures will join the 
Sun City Posse figure and metal 
bench that were dedicated Dec. 16 
before a large, enthusiastic crowd. 

The statue features representa
tions of the PRIDES, a student. a 
female volunteer and a dog. in addi
tion to the already placed posse. 

The statue is a tribute to the 

Sun Citians annually donate in 
excess of 1.3 million hours of their 
time, valued at an estimated $ 15 
million, to make life better for area 
residents. 

See ■ STATUE, Page 9 

The maquelte was displayed at 
recreation centers, the I ibrary and 
banks throughout Sun City, generat
ing interest in the statue. 

The original maquette will be 
bronzed, according to Mrs. Peters. 
"We are not sure where it be put in 
display. We have had several offers 
but we have not yet decided where 
to put it." 

Some major contributions, dona
tions from residents and a donation 
of the bench by the Bell Metal 
Club, who fabricated it, made the 
statue a reality. 

"We raised nearly $ I 00,000," 
Mrs. Peters said. 

Names of donors of $1,000 or 
more will be placed on plaques. 
Placement of the plaques is still in 
the planning stage. 

The statue's figures were cast in 
Big Timber, Mont. , by Lyle 
Johnson, brother of renowned 
·sculptor Snell Jofrnson. who was 
originally sched uled to cast the stat
ue but became ill. Lyle was assisted 
by his son, Curg. 

Taking part in the March 17 ded
ication will be: Curt and Maronee 
Ulman, unvei ling the PRIDES fig
ure, whicli they sponsored; Don E. 
Hutchings and Gilbert M. Haake, 
unveiling "Sparky" the dog. spon
sored by SCAR; Margaret Ptolomy, 
unveiling the student figure she is 
sponsoring. 

The posse and smock lady fig
ures were funded through commu

,nity contributions. 
The student figure represents the 

young people helped by Sun Citians 

Although the project has been a 
labor of love ror the three women 
spearheading it, " It will be a great 
relief to be fin ished," confessed 
Betty Jane Peters, who has worked 
closely wi th Connie Turner and 
Kay Smith to bring the statue to 
reality. 

"We have worked on this for more 
than two years." said Mrs. Peters. 

The three women had to over
come several obstacles, including hav
ing to raise a substantial amount of 
money and find ing a new sponsor. 

The original sponsoring organi
zation, the Clay Corner at Marin
ette, withdrew its endorsement of 
the project amid controversy, but the 
undaunted trio secured new spon
SO(Sh1ps from the Bell Metal Club 
and Sun City Community Players. 

Despite the setbacks, Mrs. Peters 
said the project has been worth the 
effort. 

"This will be a wonderful new 
landmark for Sun City," she said. 
''Everyone who sees it, says it is 
wonderf u I." 

The idea for the statue sprang 
from Mrs. Turner, who while at
tending a Sun City 40th Anniver
sary Committee meeting, renected 
upon how much time Sun City resi
dents donate for the community's bet
terment, and decided a statue would 
be fitting tribute to volunteers. 

Once the idea was formulated. 
Mrs. Turner and Mrs. Smith set out 
to produce a maquette, a miniature 
model, of the statue and raise 
$100,000. 

who volunteer their time teaching 
in schools. 

The PRIDES figure is a tribute to 
the count less hours donated by the 
organizat ion 's members to keeping 
Sun City's streets and sidewalks 
clean. 

The dog depicts the 3.000 pets 
placed in loving Sun City homes by 
Sun City Animal Rescue. 

The woman represents the peo
ple who have donated numerous 
hours of their time, including seven 
million hours at Boswell Memorial 
Hospital and 42 1,000 hours at the 
Bell and Fairway libraries. 

In addition to the statue dedica
.tion, a time capsule will be placed 
by Bob Briscoe and Jim Hawks. 
representing the Historical Society. 
No decision has been made as 10 

where the time capsule will be 
placed. 

Jerry Swintek, RCSC board pres
ident, will serve as emcee. 

The Sonoran Brass band will 
perform prior to the dedication. 

The Rev. Franklin L. Bartell of 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church wi ll de
liver the Invocation and Byron 
Healy will represent the West Val
ley Art Museum board of directors. 

Guest speaker will be Daniel May
nard, Hon Kachina 200 I chairman. 

A reception wi ll be held fo llow
ing the dedication ceremony on the 
Lakeview Recreation Center patio. 

Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

Front row, from left, Connie Turner, Betty Jane Peters and Kay Smith were 
the driving forces behind the volunteer tribute statue that will have its final 
four figures unveiled March 17. 



VF VOLUNT~ERS 

SUN CITY 
City of Volunteers 

40 Years of Volunteerism 

· Volunteers in Sun _City- City of Volunteers 
Volunteers are an integral pare of life in and around che Sun Cities. Based on the enclosed , unofficial study we have an estimated 

eleven thousand volunteers - working an estimated 5 million ho urs for an economic value exceeding rwency-rwo million dollars. These 
figures have been derived from questionnaires chat were sent initially to approximately one hundred and forry o rganizations chat ut ilize 
volunteers in their programs. Enclosed are the names of the organizations that responded with their est imates of che number of volunteers, 
che average number of hours/per week for each volunteer. We chen took these numbers and multiplied them by 50 weeks and again 
multiplied chis number by five dollars (a conservative number of what ic would cost to replace them with a hired employee). These totals 

are included in chis document. 
It should be noted chat there are several major classifications chat are miss ing. Neighboring schools were contacted and did not 

reply. Service clubs did not respond and are well noted for thei r volunteer programs. Other programs were overlooked and for chis we 

apologize. 
Several disclaimers should be noted before presenting che enclosed data. All figures are based o n returned questionnaires and are 

often strictly estimates of a single individual. Misinterpretation is very possible. At times it was necessary to fill in a blank response and 

a conservative response was provided. Finally, any errors in calculation is the responsibiliry of the author. 
For use in che presentation of the data, classifications were made for che various organizations. le can be argued chat some organizations 

are misplaced, but all o rganizations that responded before January 25, 2000 are included. 

General Observations According to Classification 
CHURCHES 

Sun C ity has over thirty churches and synagogs. Neighboring congregations in other cities were not contacted but often have 
Sun City volunteers. This classification probably has the largest number of volunteers. Thrift stores, food for the needy and m any 

other programs are typical of this classification. 

Name S.C. Volunteers No. of Hours Econ. Value S.C. Volunteers No. of Hours Econ. Value 

I . Congregational Church 350 35,000 175,000 11. West Valley Christian 23 9,200 48,000 

2. Church of the Palms 198 29,700 148,500 12. United Church of Sun City 150 37,500 I 87,500 

3. First Baptist 125 2,500 62,500 13. Willowbrook Methodist 400 1,000,000 5,000,000 

4. First Presbyterian 50 1,000 50,000 14. Unity of Sun City 10 1,000 5,000 

5. Temple Bech Shalom 125 2,500 93,750 15. First Christian 40 8,000 40,000 

6. American Lutheran 370 37,000 I 85,000 16. Sun City Christian 200 30,000 I 50,000 
7. Grace Bible 370 37,000 185,000 I 7. West Olive Church of Sun City 175 35,000 175,000 

8. Lakeview Methodist 450 45,000 225,000 18. St. Christopher Episcopalian 30 15,000 75,000 

9. Fountain of Life Lutheran 130 26,000 130,000 19. First United Methodist 181 27,150 135,750 
10. Shepherd of Desert Lutheran 400 160,000 800,000 TOTALS 3,777 483,200 7,509,000 



HOSPITALS AND CARE CENTERS 
Boswell Hospital and Sun H ealth have won many deserved awards for their programs. Much of this acclaim can be attributed to the 

approximately 2,000 volunteers that work so hard for them. Little recognition has been given to the many volunteers that work at the 
many care centers in and aro4nd Sun City. They too should be recognized. 

Name S.C. Volunteers No. of Hours Econ. Value S.C. Vol unteers No. of Hour s Econ. \1 aJue 

I. Sun Health Care ·Center 58 17,400 87,000 9. Forum of Desert Harbor 60 6,000 140,000 
2. Sun Health Grandview Care 15 22,500 11 ,250 10. Glencroft Rct. Community 280 28,000 140,000 
3. Woodale Village 80 20,000 100,000 1 I. Immanuel Campus of Care 55 8,250 35,000 
4. El Dorado 100 10,000 50,000 12. Sierra Winds l 50 500 
5. Alzheimer Association 6 1,200 6,000 13. Woodale Village 80 8,000 40,000 
6. Boswell Memorial Hospital 1,578 315,600 1,13 1,000 
7. American Heart Assn. 20 3,000 10,000 TOTALS 2,340 441,050 1,735,750 
8. Baptist Village 7 1,050 30,000 

SERVICE TO HANDICAPPED AND NEEDY 
Sun C ity has to be one of the most caring communities in the world. Programs for the blind, hard of hearing, terminally ill and 

many more are served. SUN CITY CARES! 

" S.C. Volunteers No. of Hours Econ. Value S.C. Volunteers No. of Hours Econ. Value 1vame 

1, Volunteers for Hospice 126 25,200 126,000 5. Self Help for Hard of Hearing 23 1,150 5,350 
2. Recording for the Blind 35 10,500 52,500 6. West Valley Lutheran T hrift 115 23,000 l I 5,000 
3. St. Vincent DePaul 41 51,250 256,250 7. Soroptimist Thrift Shop 51 10,200 51,000 
4. Westside Food Bank 450 81,000 405,000 

TOTALS 796 202,300 1,011,100 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Sun City, not having a city government, depends on volunteers for many so-called city services. Still, we have one of the cleanliest, 

neatest and best patrolled cities in the country. Our PRIDES and POSSE are model~ of volunteer o rganizations for communit ies all 
around the world. Nore the many other worthy o rganizations. 

Name S.C. Volunteers No. of Hours Econ. V aJue 

1. Theater Works 50 7,500 37,500 
2. Sun City Volunteer Placement 4 200 4,000 
3. Community Fund 9 450 2,250 
4. Sun City Posse 170 85,000 425,000 
5. West Valley Union Club 63 6,300 31,500 
6. Interfaith Services 250 25,000 125,000 
7. S.C. Chamber Music Soc. 24 4,800 24 ,000 
8. Sun City Animal Rescue 90 27,000 I 35,000 
9. Sunshine Services 10 1,000 5,000 
10. SC Symphony of the West 15 1,500 7,500 
11. PRIDES 315 47,250 236,250 
12. SC Info and Referral 23 4 ,600 23,000 
13. Olive Branch Senior Center 195 39,000 195,000 

THE TOTALS FROM THE 
RETURNED QUESTIONNAIRES ARE: 

N umber of Sun City volunteers ............. .... ........... 8,598 

Number of hours per year .............. ..... .... ...... 3,465,750 

Economic value . ...................................... .... 17,250,000 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
Money was sp ecially donated for this event by Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield of Arizona, Ba,:net and Dulaney Eye 
Clinic and Dr. Gary Morgan. 

14. 
I 5. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 

S.C. Volunteers No. of Hours Econ. Value 

SC Symphonic Chorus 40 6,000 30,000 
SC Taxpayer Assn. 15 3,750 18,750 
SC Visitors Center 86 12,900 64,500 
SC Home Owners Assn. 50 5,000 25,000 
MRP, Ch. 4 85 12,750 63,750 
Sun City Library 230 69,000 345,000 
Salvation Army JO 1,000 50,000 
SCAT 21 1,050 5,200 
Penny Wise Thrift 50 17,000 87,500 
SC Four Paws Rescue 36 12,600 63,000 
Fire Dept. of SC 25 5,000 25,000 

TOTALS 1,866 394,100 2,028,700 

SUMMARY STATEMENT 
It is impossible to truly understand the value of our volun

teers. Many programs could not exist without them, prices 

are lower because of chem and our quality of life is en
hanced by cheir existence. 

'Chanli ]au 'Volunteers! 
f\Ve Love ]au. 

VOLUNTEER DAY 
CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 
Howard and Lorraine Matthias, Chairpersons 

40th Anniversary Steering Committee 
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Daily News-Sun • Mondav. March 19, 2001 

Volunteer statue unveiled Saturday 
SNELL JOHNSON: 
Scottsdale sculptor 
dies the same day his 
last work debuts 

More than 50 people attended the 
ceremony marking the completion of 
the bronze statue. as 40 years of 
communi ty vol untarism was 
recognized. 

"You can build houses. but you 
can't build a community," said 

JOHN SOKOLICH Byron Healy. vice president of the 
DAILY NEWS-SUN West Valley Art Museum said. "And 

this community is thriving because 
Two years of planning and of volunteers. Everything that has 

sculpting spe~headed by 40 years happened in Sun City for the past 
of volunteering came to light Satur- 30 years id due to volunteers." 
day as the final version of the Sun Connie Turner. art director for 
City Volunteer Statue was unveiled the event. said the four statues 
at Lakeview Recreation Center. the unveiled Saturday are named "The 
same· day the project's sculptor died. PRIDE." "The Student." "Sparky" for 

The statue - done by Scottsdale Sun Cities Area Rescue. and "The 
artist Snell Johnson - is composed Smock Lady." A nearly life-sized 
of a posse member. a P.R.I.D.E.S. statue of a posse member was 
members. a smock lady, a child and unveiled in December. 
a dog. The Smock Lady. Turner said, 

The project will be the last com- represents the 3.000 current volun
pleted by Johnson, who died Satur- teers at Boswell Hospital. and the 
day night after battling cancer. , more than 420.000 hours volun-

Johnson. who began sculpting teered in the past 10 years by help
only 12 years ago, was hearalded for ers at community libraries. 
his sculptures large and small, most The· PRIDES, a group that has 
notable among them was the lion donated countless hours to keep the 
gracing the entrance to the MGM community well-groomed. Is repre
Grand Hotel in Las Vegas. Johnson sented in its own portion of the stat
produced more than 500 works dur- ue, while the flowers she carries 
inghiscareer. r epresen t t h e work of the 

Agricultural Club and the Westside 
Food Bank in helping curb hunger 
in the community. 

The final figure, the dog. repre
sents .3,000 pets that have found 
loving homes since 1985, courtesy 
of Sun City Animal Rescue. 

"It is our intention to honor all 
volunteers." Turner said in the art
ists ' statement for the statue. 
"These figures represent the highest 
value of our community: strength of 
character, dignity. compassion and 
mindful responsibility to our own 
and future generations." 

The idea for the statue came to 
Turner when she attended a 40th 
Anniversary Committee meeting last 
year and thought about all the 
hours volunteers donate to the 
community. 

Though many community offi
cials have expressed concern that 
the number of community volun
teers are dwindling lately, at the 
unveiling Saturday, Healy said he 
didn't believe it. 

"The volunteer base has grown 
beyond the boundaries of Sun City 
and into the entire West Valley." he 
said. "As time goes on, others will 
join the efforts , but there needs to 
be · a n active recruitment of 

volunteers." 
Jerry Swintek. president of the 

Recreation Centers of Sun City 
board of directors. said bringing the 
statue into the community is just 
one more way volunteers have 
helped shaped the community. 

"This was an unbelievable effort." 
he said. "And today will be a day we 
will all remember." 

The designers of the statue were 
Turner, Kay Smith and Betty Jane 
Peters, and the three were recog
nized for their time and dedication 
Saturday: 

Topping off the event was a pre
sentation by Jim Hawks and Bob 
Briscoe, who worked to fill a time 
capsule which is set to be dug l!P in 
2060. 

Inside, the capsule is filled with 
documents. newsletters and tax 
statements, Hawks said. Most of the 
enclosed items are documents. but 
several small crafts made by various 
clubs were also added. 

"Opening the capsule will coin
cide with Sun City's 100th anniver
sary." Hawks said. "We were looking 
for things that would give a visual 
and mental composite of Sun City. 
And everyone is invited back to see 
it opened in 2060."' 



Sun City Volunteers 
a Lifestyle of Giving 

The International Year of the Volunteer 
Saturday, March 17, 2001 

A TRIBUTE TO THE SUN CITY VOLUNTEERS 

Prelude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sonoran Brass Band 

Burt Johnson, Jene Kreipler, Don Johns, Torn Macon, 
Bill Fedor, Dave Leppanen, Director 

PROGRAM 

Master of Ceremony . ... . ...... Jerrr Swintek 
President, R.C.S.C. 

Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Franklin L. Bartel, V.F. 
Pastor, St Elizabeth Seton Church 

Byron Healy .. . ..... . ....... . V.P. West Valley Art Museum 
Board of Directors 

THE UNVEILING 

The Pride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Curt & Maronee Ulman 
Sponsors 

The Student . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Margaret C. Ptolemy 
Sponsor 

"Sparky", the S.C.A.R. dog . . . . . Don E. Hutchings and 
Gilbert M. Haake, Sponsors 

The PossE figure and the SMOCK LADY were sponsored by 
community donations. The bench was crafted by members of the 
BELL METAL CLUB. 

. /Jr, ,_ . 
Damel Maynard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2001 Chairman, HoN KAcmNA 

THE TIME CAPSULE 

Jim Hawks, representing the Sun Cities Historical Society, will 
assist Bob Briscoe, R.C.S.C. Board member, in placing the capsule 
which will be opened in 2060. 

~ 

You are all cordially invited to attend a reception at the Lakeview 
Patio immediately following the ceremony, courtesy of the sun City 
Players Community Theater Club. Music by Doyle New. 



THE VOLUNTEER STATUE COMMITTEE 

Betty Jane Peters, Chainnan 
Connie Perrin Turner, Art Director 

Kay Smith, Art Consultant 

Gil Haake 
Tree and Frank Wilkus 
Maronee and Curt Ulman 
Kitty and Roger Yadro 
Colonel and Pat Dilmore 
Jack McManarnon 
Marian and Don Carlsen 

Henry Smith 
Sterling Murphy 

Katie Wall 
Sonia Abrams 
Gordon Peters 

Bert Groenewold 
Rosellen Doherty 

We wish to thank our guests and all those who have 
contributed so generously to make this dream a reality. 

A special Thank you to the men at the Bell Metal Club 
and to Snell and Mary Johnson, for believing in us. 

WE HA VET AKEN THE SP[RIT OF OUR COMMUNITY; 

MOLDED IT WITH CLAY; 

CAST IT IN BRONZE AND RETURNED IT To You 

So THAT You MAY CONTEMPLATE Y ouR SELFLESS WORK 

AND KNow THAT IN GIVING, You RECEIVE. 

CONNIE PERRIN TURNER 

KAY SMITH AND BETTY JANE PETERS 

SUN CITY SCULPTORS 

This memorial was completed under the direction of 
Internationally known sculptor, Snell Johnson, and cast 

at BRONZE WoRKS in Big Timber, Montana. 
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BRONZE AGE 
Final statue figures to be dedicated March 17 
By_ MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

The remaining four life-size fig
ures of the bronze statue, "Sun City 
Volunteers: A Lifesty le of Giving," 
will be dedicated during a I p.m. 
ceremony March 17 at Lakeview 
Recreation Center. 

The final four figures will join 
the Sun City Posse figure and metal 
bench that were dedicated Dec. 16 
before a large, enthusiastic crowd. 

"We wi ll be so happy when it i~ 
done," said Connie Turner, one of 
three women who has spearheaded 
the project. " It will be a wonderful 
landmark for Sun City.'' 

The idea of the statue sprang 
from the mind of Mrs. Turner, who 
While attending a Sun C ity 40th 
Anniversary Committee meeting, 

re nected upon how much time Sun 
C ity residents donate for the com
munity's betterment. and dec ided a 
statue would be fitting tribute to 
volumeers. 

She teamed with Kay Smith and 
Betty Jane Peters to bring the proj
ect to fruit ion. 

The three women set out to raise 
$ I 00.000 to pay for the ·statue. 
Some major contributions, dona
tions from residents and a donation 
of the bench by the Bell Metal 
Club, who fabricated it. made the 
statue a reality. 

"Thanks to the community's gen
erosity, we are able to pay for 
everything. and we are doing the 
plaques right now,'' Mrs. Turner 
said. Names of donors of $1.000 or 
more will be placed on plaques. 
Placement of the plaques is still in 

the planning stage. 
The statue's figures were cast in 

Big Timber, Mont., by Lyle 
Johnson. brother of renowned 
sculptor Snell Johnson, who was 
originally scheduled to cast the stat
ue but became ill. Lyle was assisted 
by his son. Curg. 

Taking part in the March I 7 ded
ication will be: Curt arid Maronee 
Ulman, unveiling the PRIDES fig
ure, which they sponsored; Don 
Hutchings and Gi l Haake, unveil
ing "Sparky" the dog, sponsored by 
SCAR; Margaret Ptolomy, unveil
ing the student figure she is spon
soring. 

The posse and smock lady fig
ures were funded through commu
nity contributions. 

ln addition to the statue dedica
tion, a time capsule will be placed 
by Bob Briscoe and Jim Weekes. 
Jerry Swintek. RCSC board presi
dent, will serve as emcee . . o deci
sion ha~ been made as to where the 
time capsule will be placed. 

Guest speaker w ill be Dan 
Maynard of Hon Kachina. 

A reception will be held follow
ing the dedication ceremony on the 
Lakeview Recreation Center patfo. 

Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

From left front row, Connie Turner, Betty Jane Peters and Kay Smith have 
sprearheaded the effort to erect a statue honoring Sun City's volunteers, 
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Photos by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

Taking part in the Dec. 16 posse figure dedication ceremony at Lakeview Recreation Center were, from left, front 
row, Connie Turner, Betty jane Peters and Kay Smith, the ladies who spearheaded the statue project; back row, 
Snell Johnson, sculptor; Jack McManamon, respresenting the Bel Metal Club, which fabricated the bench; Lyle 
Johnson, sculptor who cast the bronze statue; Gil Haake, ceremony emcee and committee member. 

A DREAM COMES TRUE 
Placing of posse figure is first step 

By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Dreams normally occur at night. 
but the dream of three Sun C ity 
women was realized unde r sun
dre nched , azure skies Dec. 16. 

As hundreds of people looked 
on, the cornerstone of the statue 
honoring the community 's volun
teers was unveiled at Lakeview 
Recreation Center, at the corner of 
Thunderbird and De l Webb boule
vards. 

The figure representing the Sun 
C ity Posse was unveiled to the 
de light o f the s izable crowd. 

The bronze statue, "Sun City 
Volunteers: A Lifestyle of Giving," 
will eventually feature representa
tions of the PR IDES. a student, a 
female volunteer and a dog, in 

addition to the posse figure. 
The 7-fool posse figure, and the 

bench on which two other figures 
will eventually rest, were the items 
placed during the Dec. 16 ceremo
ny. The remaining fig ures are 

expected to be placed in early 
200 I. which has been designated 
as the international Year of the 
Volunteer. 

See ■ DREAM, Page 3 

Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 
Hundreds of people turned out Dec. 16 to witness the unveiling of the 
posse figure of the statue honoring Sun City's volunteers. 



The bench was fabricated by the 
me mhers of the Bell Metal Club. 

"This ~tatue is very important to 
Sun C ity:· said Bob Briscoe, p resi
dent o f the RCSC board of directo rs. 

" Whe n I moved here in 1988, I 
was impressed with the cleanliness 
and neatness of the community,'' he 
continued . " It was d ue to the hard 
work of volunteers. It is a syste m 
that works very well." 

Mr. Briscoe said the statue g ives 
Sun C ity reside nts a sense of pride. 
"This statue represents 40 years o f re
tired people volunteering.'' he said. 

" Take pride in what we have 
done to make this a wonderful place 
to live," Mr. Briscoe re marked. 

He urged more people to volun
teer and continue the traditio n of 
volunteerism in the community. 

The reality o f the sta tue grew 
from a vis ion by Connie Turner. 
While attending a Sun City 40th 

Annive rsary Committee meeting 
last year, she rcnected upon how 
muc h time Sun C ity res idents 
donate for the community 's better
ment. 

She teamed wi th Kay Smith and 
Betty Jane Pete rs to bring the proj
ect to fruition . 

'This has been almost a spiritual 
experie11ce.'' Ms. Turne r said. " We 
have had many things to overcome 
but it was meant to be. It was well 
worth it.'' 

The statute was cast in Montana 
by Lyle Johnson, brother o f 
renowned sculptor Sne ll Johnson, 
who was orig inally scheduled to 
cast the statue but became ill. · 

" He was wonderful," Ms. Turne r 
said o f Lyle Johnso n. " I le drove 
through a bl izzard to get here from 
Montana." 

Mr. Johnson is also casting the 
statue's re ma ining three figures, 

'' This has heen almost a 
spiritual experience. We 
have had many things to 

overcome but it was 
meant to be. It was well 

worth it. 

Connie Turner 
Stautue Commitee member 

according to Ms. Turner. "They 
sho uld be fini~hed in January:• 

Mr. Johnson said he was ho no red 
to participate in the project. 

" My staff and I took o n the 
. dream of this group:· he sa id. 

"The most important things in 
life are lo ve nnd he lping others," 
Mr. Jo hnson continued. 

" I loved getting involved with 
this project," he added. "Our goal 
was to convey the message of vol
unteerism ." 

Ano ther celebration wi ll be held 
o nce the o ther fig ures are placed. 
Meanwhile, fund-rais ing continues. 

The posse figure was paid for 
w ith donations collected by the 
Volunteers Statue Committee. 

Sun City resident Margaret Ptol
emy is spo nsoring the student fig
ure, whic h represents the young 
people he lped by Sun Citians who vol
unteer their time teaching in schools. 

An anonymous couple is funding 
the PR IDES figure and the dog 
replica ha~ received funding from 
J il Haake and Don Hutd1en~. 

" We still need a major dono r to 
·omc forward and sponsor the 

smock lady," Ms. Turner said. 
The woman represents the people 

who have donated numerous ho urs 
of the ir time. including seven m il 
lio n hours a t Boswell Memorial 
Hospital and 42 1.000 hours at the 
Be ll and Fairway libraries. 

The dog depicts the 3.000 pe ts 
placed in loving Sun C ity homes by 
Sun City Animal Rescue. 

Committee fu nd-rais ing effort~ 
ha ve gene rated $74.000 of the 
needed $ I 00.000, accord ing to 
Betty Jane Peters. committee chair
person. 

Contributions may be sent to : 
Sun C ity Foundation. Statue Fund. 
I 0626 W. Thunderbird Blvd .. Sun 
C ity. AZ 85351. 

Donations. s ince they are sent to 
the Foundation. are tax deductible. 

Contributio ns o f $ 1.000 or more 
will earn the donor special recogni 
tion o n a bronze plaque to be placed 
o n the sta tue. 

Should mo re funds be con
tributed than needed for the s t.itue. 
the excess funds w ill he donated to 
the Sun City Fo undation , \\ hich has 
dec ided to pun.:hase automatic 
ex ternal defibrillators . which cost 
about $3,000 each. 

"We appreciate everyone who 
has supported us generous ly," M ~. 
Turne r sa id. 

In ded ication the posse fig ure. 
Mari copa County Sheriff Joe 
Arpaio noted posse me mbers donat
ed 65.000 hours o f service last year. 
"Think what we saved:· the sheriff 
commented . 

While praised was heaped upon 
the comrnunity's volunteers during 
the ceremony. special recognition 
was reserved for the three women 
who spearheaded the project. 

"These arc three stee l magno
lia s." o bserved Mr. Haake. who 
served as the ceremony 's e mcee. 
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Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

Connie Turner, left, and Kay Smith display the maquette of the s tatue hon
oring Sun City voluntee rs. A tentative unveiling date for the bronze statue 
is Dec. 16. 

SCULPTING A TRIBUTE 
Effort continues to raise funds for statue 

By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

A generous donation by a local 
bank and an agreement to cast the 
statue at a private foundry, at a 
reduced cost, has so encouraged the 
two women pushing for the estab
lishment of a statue honoring Sun 
City volunteers that a date has been 
set for the unveiling. 

With about half of the original 
estimated cost, $ I 00,000, having 
been raised, Connie Turner and Kay 
Smith are planning to unveil the 
statue - "Sun City Volunteers: A 
Lifetime of Giving" - Dec. 16, in 

Addi tionally. the Bell Metal Club 
wi II fabricate the bench for the stat
ue, resulting in a savings of about 
$7 .000. 

Several donations in excess of 
$1.000 have also been received 
recently. Those major donors will 
have their names inscribed on a 
plaque placed on the statue. 

Recent major donors are: Del 
Webb Corporation, the Sun City 
Posse, the Sun City PRIDES. John 
M. and E ileen Weber and Helen 
Teichman 

" I am very pleased with the 
donations we have received but we 
still need more," Ms. Turner said. 

Contributions may be sent to: 

time to coincide with the finale of 
the community's yearlong 40th 
anniversary celebrat ion. 

"This will be the culmination of 
our 40th anniversary celebration," 
said Ms. Turner. 'That was our goal 
all along." 

The tentative location for the 
statue , which pays homage to Sun 
City's volunteer spirit, is the 
Lakeview Recreation Center, cor
ner of Del Webb and Thunderbird 
boulevards. 

The duo spearheading the fund
raising effort , members of the Clay 
Corner at Marinette Recreation 
Center, were greatly encouraged 

Sun C ity Foundation, Statue Fund, 
10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd. , Sun 
City, AZ 85351. 

Donations, since they are sent to 
the Foundation, are tax deductible. 

While individual residents and 
organizations have stepped forward 
to lend monetary support, the busi
ness community has not displayed 
the same degree of support, accord
ing to M s. Turner. 

The idea to erect a bronze tribute 
to Sun City volunteers came about 
when Ms. Turner attended a meet
ing of the Sun City 40th 
Anniversary Committee. She felt a 
permanent monument to the "The 
City of Volunteers" would be fit-

when Dick Brown, president of 
Wells Fargo Bank, Sun City. agreed 
to make a s izable contribution, 
between $5,000 and $ I 0.000, and 
challenged other areas businesses 
to match it. 

The project received another 
boost whe n renowned sculptor 
Snell Johnson agreed to cast the 
bronze, life-size statute at his pri
vate foundry in Cave Creek. 

"With Snell Johnson doing it, he 
has 19 people working for him, 
they can get it done in a shon time," 
Ms. Turner said. 

See ■ SCULPTURE, Page 3 

ting. 
Sun Citians annually donate 

more than 1.3 million hours of their 
time, valued at an estimated $ 15 
million, to make li fe better for area 
residents. 

Ms. Turner and Mrs. Smith have 
produced a marquette (miniature 
replica) of the statute and it will be 
on display during the May 12 mee1 • 

ing of the S un City Christian 
Woman 's C lub at U nion Hills 
Country Club. · 
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A LIFErfIME OF GIVING 
Statue honoring Sun City's volunteers unveiled 

By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

In a fitting way to close out a 
milestone y-!ar for " the C ity of 
Volunteers," the first figure from 
the statute honoring the communi
ty 's tireless volunteers wi ll be 
unvei led at I p.m. Dec. 16. 

The ceremony be held at 
Lakeview Recreation Center, at the 
corner of Thunderbird and Del 
Webb boulevards. 

The bronze statue, "Sun City 
Volunteers: A Lifetime of Giving," 
will feature representat ions of the 
Sun City Posse, the PRIDES, a stu
dent, a female volunteer and a dog. 

The 7-foot Posse figure, and the 
bench on which two other figures 

will eventually rest, will be the first 
items placed. The remainder of the 
figures will be placed in 200 I, 
which has been designated as the 
international Year of the Volunteer. 

There is no significance in the 
Posse figure being the first placed, 
according to Connie Turner. who 
has spearheaded the statue project 
with Betty Jane Peters. 

"The Posse figure was just the 
first one finished," Ms. Turner said. 

"We hope to have the entire stat
ue in place by early February," she 
continued. "We will have another 
ceremony then. 

"We wanted to get at least one 
piece in place as our commitment 
to honor the 40th anniversary year 
and we accomplished that," Ms. 

Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
Connie Turner, left, and Betty Jane Peters pose with a mo~el of the _stat
ue they designed honoring Sun City volunteers. The statue s posse figure 
will be dedicated 1 p.m. Dec. 16. 

Turner added. "Next year is the 
international Year of the Volunteer 
and we hope to maybe get some 
national publicity for Sun Ci ty and 
the Sun City volunteers (through 
the dedication of the enti re statue)." 

The Dec. 16 ceremony wi ll 
include an honor guard from Luke 
Air Force base, music performed 
by the Sun City Pops Band and 
speakers. including Maricopa 
County Sheriff Joe Arpaio and Bob 
Briscoe, president of the RCSC 
board of directors. 

A reception wi ll be held at the 
Posse I leadquarters. I 086 1 Sun
land Drive. following the ceremony. 

Work has been nearly completed 

on the Posse figure. The figure was 
cast by renowned sculptor Snell 
Johnson at his Cave Creek studio. 
Additionally, the bench on which 
the woman and girl will sit is being 
fabricated of stainless ste"el by 
craftsmen from the Bell Metal Club. 

The Posse figure is being paid for 
with donations collected by the 
Volunteers Statue Committee. 

Sun City resident Margaret 
Ptolemy is sponsoring the student 
figure. An anonymous couple is 
funding the PRIDES figure and the 
dog replica has received funding. 

"We sti ll need a major donor to 
come forward and sponsor the 
smock lady," Ms. Turner said. 

The woman represents the people 
who have donated numerous hours 
of their time, inc luding seven mil
lion hours at Boswell Memorial 
Hospital 42 1,000 hours at the Bell 
and Fairway libraries. 

The dog depicts the 3,000 pets 
placed in loving Sun City homes by 
Sun City Animal Rescue. 

Committee fund-raising efforts 
have generated $74,000 of the need
ed $ I 00,000, according to Betty 
Jane Peters, committee chairperson. 

Contributions may be sent to: 
Sun City Foundation. Statue Fund, 
10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd., Sun 
City, AZ 8535 1. 

Donations, since they are sent to 
the Foundation, are tax deductible. 

Contributions of $ 1,000 or more 
will earn the donor special recogni
tion on a bronze plaque to be placed 
on the statue. 

Should more funds be con
tributed than needed for the statue, 
the excess funds will be donated to 
the Sun Ci ty Foundation, which has 
decided to purchase automatic 
external defibrillators, which cost 
about $3,000 each. 

The idea for the statue germinat
ed when Ms. Turner attended a 40th 
Anniversary Committee meeting last 
year and she reflected upon how 
much time Sun City residents do
nate for the community's betterment. 

"We have had a lot to overcome 
but we will make it," Ms. Turner 
said with determination. 
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~ Statue captures spirit of volµntarism in Sun City 
~ PATRICK O'GRADY at the urging of ,----.-:-=-----:-,:--c:r--::::-::-:---, ceremonies for the unveiling, said the artwork's 

DAILY NEWS-SUN Peters, Connie Per- .. price was affordable, particulary with Johnson 
rin Turner and Kay , doing the work. 

Leroy Gilbrech was in no hurry to see the statue Smith, all of whom "That is a big-time bargain for someone of his 
honoring the Sheriffs Posse of Sun City Saturday served on the com- stature," he said. 
in front of the Lakeview Recreation Center. mittee and worked Although the committee would have liked to 

There was no hurry for something that he. after toward bringing the have the entire artwork finished by the end of Sun 
all. catches glimpses of every time he walks past a statue to the City's year-long 40th anniversary celebration, the 
mirror. community. initial fund-raising for the work did not take off 

"They did a real good job," said Gilbrech. a posse "with t hese . and pushed back the project. Members are glad the 
member who was the prime model for the statue, beautiful ladies first piece is in place, and the rest will be installed 
one of five to be displayed eventually at the site. over here, we·ve during the International Year of the Volunteer. 

About 200 people gathered in the recreation done a wonderful "We're just elated," Peters said. "We've worked 
center's driveway as the community debuted its job," he said. so hard to get this through." 
first piece of public art. one that honors all the The $100. 000 The statue's placement on the edge of the cen-
volunteers who spend time helping others. • artwork features ter's property overlooking Thunderbird Boulevard 

"We just felt this had to be done for Sun City," five separate sculp- will serve as a reminder to all in the community as 
said Betty Jane Peters, chairwoman of the Volun- tures around a ·-·· to the importance of volunteer work in Sun City, 
teer Statue Committee responsible for the project. bench created by said Bob Briscoe, Recreation Centers of Sun City 

The project. sponsored by the Bell Metal Club the Bell Metal Club. Board of Directors president. 
and the Sun Cl·ty Players Community Theat.er. was The Posse statue 1·s "In the future when you dn·ve down Thunder-

STEVE CHERNEK/DAIL Y NEWS-SUN · commissioned to Valley artist Snell Johnson. the first in place. bird Boulevard, all of you should be proud of the 
whose more than 500 sculptures adorn rnrious with others honoring the Sun City PRIDES and amount of time you put in (to volunteering)." he 
places around the world, including the largest volunteers who work with children and animals said. 
bronze sculpture ever made in modem times at the expected to be brought to the site tiy the end of Briscoe said when he first moved to the 
MGM Grand Hotel in Las Vegas. January. Johnson ·said. 

Johnson said he became involved in the project Gil Haake. a committee member and master of See Posse sculpture, A5 
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community in 1988. he didn't 
believe a community could exist 
without the essentials - govern
ment. a police force a1:,d public 
works. 

"As I lived here. 1 began to see 
that it does work. and it works 
very well: he said . 

The Posse was an important 
volunteer component to be recog
nized for all they do for the com
munity above and beyond keep
ing it safe from crime, Briscoe 
said. 

"Not only do they deter crime 
by being on the street. patrolling 
in the alleys. but they _also help 
people.· he said. 

Maricopa County Sheriff Joe 
Arpaio a lso lauded the Posse for 
its work and volunteer service. 

"This shows that if vou work 
together. you can get a ·1ot done.· 
he said. 

As for Gilbrech. who thanked 
the artist for his work on the 
project. he has plans for the 
statue. 

"Every Lime I go by it. I'm going 
to say. 'Hi.'" he said. 

With the statue of the Posse 
member in place, Ed Pierce, 
left, Merri Lay, center, Jes

sica Ramirez and Mandy the 
dog depict the other pieces 

of the momument dedicated 
to Sun City's volunteers. 
From left in the photo at 

right are Kay Smith, Connie 
Perrin Turner and Betty 

Jane Peters, who·were hon
ored-Saturday for their 

commitment to the statue 
project. 

STEVE CHERNEK/DAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Jutch Schultz sings his Sun City Posse song as the statue dedicated 
o Sun City's volunteers is dedica~d Saturday. 

. STEVE CHERNEK/DAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

Roger. and Kitty Yadro unveil the first statue in a monument saluting · 
Sun City's volunte~rs. The ceremony Saturday at Lakeview Recreation 
Center was dedicated to the Sun City Posse. 



Daily News-Sun • Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2000 A3 

Sun City volunteer statue debuts next month 
PHASE ONE: First stage 
of art work unveiled Dec. 
,16 outside Lakeview 
Recreation Center 
JOHN SOKOLICH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

For their selfless dedication to Sun 
City, community volunteers will be 
immortalized next month. 

Volunteers, widely recognized as the 
foundation of Sun City, will be honored 
Dec. 16 when the first stage of a volun
teers statue is unveiled at Lakeview Rec
reation Center, 10626 W. Thunderbird 
Blvd. 

The statue is titled, "Sun City Volun- · 
teers: a Lifestyle of Giving," and is dedi
cated to all current, past and future vol
unteers in the community. 

In literature distributed by the 
statue artists, the goal of the ·project 
is to allow all residents to feel a bond 

· with each other, and to make a recog
nizable statement of brotherhood 
between all volunteers. 

"To keep our promise to the 40th 
Anniversary Committee, we will be 
installing the posse and bench portion 
of the statue on the 16th," said artist 
Connie Turner. "The rest of it will be 
put in place next year." 

Turner, along 'with fellow artist 
Kay Smith, spearheaded the statue 
project for the past two years, and 

. both said they are excited about the 
unveiling. 

"This is a verv wonderful thing, and 
it represents ah the volunteers who 
have been so beneficial to this commu
nity," Turner said. 

The life-size bronze statue features 
six figures, each representing a differ
ent area ofvolunteerism, Turner said. 

The posse figure represents all the 
guardians and helpers of the commu
nity, and will be the first part of the 
statue to be erected. The bench, which 
also will be set this December, will be 
the seat for the student figure, which 
represents the future of the commu
nity and volunteer programs. 

The bench was designed and 
welded together out of stainless steel 
by Bell Metal Club members. 

Elements of the statue to be erected 
next year include the Smock Lady, the 
PRIDES, flowers and a dog. 

The Smock Lady, Turner said, rep
resents the 3,000 current ,volunteers 
at Boswell Hospital, and the more 
than 420,000 hours volunteered in the 
past 10 years by helpers at commu
nity libraries . . 

The PRIDES, a group that has · 
donated countless hours to keep the 
community well-groomed, is repre
sented in its own portion of the 

statue, while the flowers represent 
the work of the Agricultural Club and 
the Westside Food Bank in helping 
curb hunger in the community. 

The final figure, the dog, represents 
3,000 pets that have found loving 
homes since 1985, courtesy of Sun 
City Animal Rescue. , 

"It is our intention to honor all vol
unteers," Turner said in the artists' 
statement for the statue. "These fig
ures represent the high~st value of 
our community: strength of character, 
dignity. compassion and mindful 
responsibility to our own and future 
generations." 

The idea for the statue came to 
Turner when she attended a 40th 
Anniversary Committee meeting last 
year and thought about all the hours 
volunteers donate to the community. 

According to literature distributed 
by the artists, Sun City volunteers 
have donated more than 1.3 million 

IF YOU GO 
■ WHAT: Unveiling of the first stage of the Sui , 

· City volunteers statue 
■ WHEN: 1 p.m. Dec. 16 
■ WHERE: Lakeview Recreation Center, 1062G 
W. Thunderbird Blvd. 

hours of collective time, doing worl, 
valued at about $15 million per year. 

"Volunteers have done so much. 
and we just wanted to honor then1 
and their spirit of giving," Turne• 
said. 

A Luke Air Force Base honor gunn1 

will take part in the dedication cert' · 
mony, and Sheriff Joe Arpaio will h l• 
the keynote speaker. 

A portion of 107th Avenue will b~ 
closed during the ceremony, and :· 
reception at the Sun City Posse Builcl 
ing on Sunland Drive will follow. 
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STATUE COMES TO LIFE 
Placement of first figure set for December 16 

By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

The Recreation Centers o f Sun 
City Inc. board of dirct'lors voted 7-
0 last week to endorse the location 
for the proposed li fe-si1,c statue 
honoring Sun City's volunteer spir
it. 

The bronze ~latue. "Sun Ci ty 
Volunteers: A Lifetime of U iv ing." 
featuring representation~ of the Sun 
City Posse. the PRIDES. a student. 
a female volunteer and a dog. wi ll 
be erected at Lakeview Recreation 
Center. at the com er of 
Thunderbird and Del Webb boule
vards. 

With the site approved. plans arc 
proceeding for installation and a 
public unvei l ing of the Posse por
tion of the statue 011 Dec. I fi. The 
reminder of the statue w ill be 
placed in 200 I. which has been 
designated as the Year o f the 
Volunteers nationw ide. 

The ceremony. planned for I 
p.m .. wi ll include an honor guard 
from Luke Air Force base, music 
perfonned by the Sun City Pops 
Band and speakers. A reception will 
be held at the Posse Headquarters. 
1086 1 Sunland Drive. following 
the ceremony. 

The posse figure i s presently 
being cast by renowned sculptor 
Snell Johnson at his Cave Creek 
studio and the bench on which the 
woman and girl will sit is being 
fabricated of stainle~s stee l hy 
craftsmen from the Bell Metal 
Club. Both pieces wi ll be placed 
during the Dec. 16 ceremony. 

The posse figure is being paid for 
w ith donations collected by the 
Volunteers Statue Commillee. 

Sun City resident M argaret 
Ptolemy is sponsoring the student 
figure and an anonymous couple is 
funding the PRIDES figure. 

Funding is still needed for the 
volunteer figure and the dog. 

Submilled pholo 

Connie Turner, left, and Kay Smith work on the Posse figure for the statue 
honoring Sun City "'.Olunteers. 

The woman represents the peo
ple who have donated numerous 
hours of their time. including seven 
million hour~ al Boswell Memorial 
1 lospital 421.000 hours at the Bell 
and Fairway l ibraries. 

The dog depicts the 3.000 pets 
placed in loving Sun City homes by 
Sun City An imal Rescue. 

Committee fund-raising efforts 
have generated $74,000 o f the 
needed $ I 00.000. accordi ng to 
Betty Jane Peters. co111mit1ce chair
person. 

Contributions may be sent to: 
Sun Ci ty roundation, Statue Fund. 
I 0626 W. Thunderbird Blvd .. Sun 
Ci ty. AZ 85351. 

Donation<;, since they are sent to 

the Foundation. arc tax deductible. 
Contribution<; or $ 1.00(1 or more 

will earn the donor \ pccial recogni
tion on a bronze plaque lo he placed 
0 11 the statue. 

Should more funds he con
tributed than needed ror the statue. 
the exl'ess funds will he donated to 
the Sun City Foundation." hich has 
decided to purcha<;e automatic 
external defibrillators. which cost 
about $3.000 each. 

The idea for the statue germinat
ed when Connie Turner allemled a 
40th Anniversary Committee meet
ing last )Car and she reflected upon 
how much time Sun City residents 
donate for the communit~'" better
me nt. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Sun Citian Roger Yadro stands next to the sculpture of a Sun City Posse member that will be part of the volunteer monumer 
artist Snell Johnson's Phoenix studio. 

Club members tour 11>/!iJN, 

Phoenix artist's operatior 
VOLUNTEER STATUE: 
Monument to honor Sun 
Citians' contributions is 
being produced in Snell 
Johnson's foundry 
HAYLEY RINGLE 

. DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Members of the Sun City Bell Metal 
Club and the Volunteer Sta tue Com
mltt€e oohed and aahed as they took a 
tour Tuesday of the Phoenix foundry 
operated by Snell J ohnson , the artist 
who· will create the piece honoring Sun 
City's volunteers. 

The Bell Metal Club and the Sun 
City Players Community Theatre are 
the new official sponsors of the volun
teer statue that J ohnson will create. 
The work is to be completed by the 
end of the year. The met.a l club is 
making the bench two of the statues 
will sit on . 

Johnson took the group of abou t 20 
Sun Cltlans through his s tudio, 
describing how his works are created. 

"It was spellbinding lo lis ten to 
him," said Catherine Wall of Sun City. 
"It's jus t beyond everyone's imagina
tion." 

One of Johnson's most notable 

A time capsule will be buried at the unveiling of the volunteer statue v; 
plans to open it in 100 years. The Sun Cities Area Historical Society is ask 
for suggestions for items to put in the capsule. C~I 974-2568 from 1:30 to 3 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday, or write the society at 10801 Oakmont Dri 
Sun City, AZ 85353, with attention to Phyllis Street. 

pieces during 12 years of bronze work 
is the 70-foot tall MGM Grand lion .In 
front of the MGM Grand Las Vegas 
casino, completed in February 1998. 

"It was the biggest thing ever done 
in the modern world," said Johnson. 
who said 25 artisans worked 16-hour 
days for seven months to create the 
100,000-pound lion. "The molds on the 
lion covered 6,000 squa re feet." 

Chester Bryniarski, a member of the 
Bell Metal Club who attended the lour, 
said J ohnson's work is wonderful a fter 
admiring the massive 13-foot tall horse 
monuments poised in the middle of the 
la rge studio. 

"It's unbelievable ,he went from a 
farm boy to this ." Bryniarski said. "The 
amount of work he produced in 12 
years Is remarkable. " 

J ohnson is also working on a sculp
ture for the 2002 Winter Olympic 
Games in Sall Lake City. 

"I'm very fortunate to do something 
that I love," said Johnson , who was 
ra ised on a Ute Indian Reservation in 

Northeast Ulah . "The thing I love n 
is meeting the different people I ,,. 
with and portraying wha t they want 

The volunteer statue will han 
sculpture of a Posse member, a Pri· 
member . a smock lady, a studt 
flowers and a dog, representing all 
volunteers in the Sun City area ; 
the work they do. 

The 7-foot Sun City Posse s tatur 
at the clay s tage and will be unvei 
Oct. 23 al a luncheon fund -ra iser 
the West Valley Art Museum; it ,viii 
available for public viewing that we 
The rest of the statues will be car 
over the next couple of wee 
Johnson said. 

About $24.000 has been donated 
far. and $ 100,000 needs to be ( 
lected lo fi nish the statues. 

Tax-exempt dona tions specified 
the sta tue are being accepted thro1 
the Sun City Foundation at 10626 
Thunderbird Blvd.. Sun City. At 
85351. 
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RecOgnition 
cast in bronze 

Statues honor 
Sun City volunteers 

By Kristin Koch 
The Arizona Republic 

T o many, retirement is considered a 
time to kick back and relax after 
years of toiling in the workplace. 

That just isn't so in Sun City, where 
residents contribute 1.3 million volunteer 
hours annually to keep their community 
in top order. 

As part of the community's 40th anni
versary celebration, it's only fitting that a 
lasting monument to honor these volun
teers is being created. Work is under way 
on six life-size bronze statues to be 
completed by December. 

Each statue reflects different spirits of 
volunteerism that fill the community. 
Featured are: 
■ The Sun City Posse, the volunteer 

police force, for its role in the protection 
and guardianship of the city. 
■ The Pride, or groundkeepers of the 

city, for their efforts at grooming and 
cleanliness. 
■ A Boswell Hospital volunteer, com

monly called a smock lady, for helping at 
the hospital and the two libraries. 
■ The student, representing the area 

cities' future and the volunteers' many 
efforts in Valley schools. 
■ A bouquet of flowers, for the Sun 

City Rose and Garden Club, which main
tains the rose garden by the Sun Bowl. 
The flower also represents the produce 
donated by the Sun City Agricultural Club 
to the Westside Food Bank in Surprise. 
■ And a dog, representing the 3,000 

A clay model reflects community spirit. 

pets that have found a home in Sun City, 
thanks to Sun City Animal Rescue. 

"It's a wonderful opportunity to honor 
these volunt~rs," said Connie Turner, a 
member of the statue committee. "They 
give so much to our community. We just 
couldn't do it without them." 

Founded in 1960, Sun City has prided 
itself on its community efforts and cre
ated a reputation as a "city of volun
teers." 

"I think it is a good thing to honor and 
recognize" the volunteers, said Paul 
Schwartz, a resident of Sun City for nine 
years. "While it's good to retire, it's good 
to stay active." 

Homeowners Association President 
Blaine Donaldson, a 10-year Sun City 

See STATUES I Page 5 
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resident, credits the volun
teers with creating a sense of 
community. 

" I think that the biggest 
benefit from the volunteer
ism in Sun City is the en
hancement of the lifestyle," 
he said. "Our community is 
much more closely knit than 
other communities of our s ize 
because of the volunteers." 

Residents contribute an 
average of $15 million in vol
unteer hours each year, some
thing 1\Jrner said needed to 
be recognized. 

"It seemed to me we 
needed something permanent 
not only to honor the volun
teers but to mark the 40th 
anniversary," said Turner, 
who had the idea for the 
sculptures about two years 
ago. 

'I\Jrner, Kay Smith and 
Committee Chairwoman 
Betty Jane Peters, all sculp
tors, created a mode l of the 
bronze work and presented it 
to the recreation board and 
Sun City Foundation for con
sideration. The project was 
approved in 1998, and the 

committee has been at work 
since to raise funds for the 
sculpture. 

The initial project will be 
completed by Snell Johnson 
of Art and Design in Phoenix, 
but the three committee 
members will assist with de
tail work. It's undetermined 
where the sculpture will be 
placed in Sun City, but it will 
be at one of the recreation 
centers. 

The statue should catch the 
eye of the 15,000-plus touris ts 
who visit the retirement com
munity each year. 1\Jrner en
vis ions a s ite where vis itors 
will snap photos next to the 
life-size figures. In addition, 
the monument will have his
torical plaques detailing the 
history of the volunteers. 

Those who benefit from the 
Sun Citians' efforts couldn't 
be more appreciative. 

"They are the eyes and 
ears for us," Deputy Ron 
Greth of the Maricopa 
County Sheriff's Office said 
in describing the aid the Sun 
City Posse provides. "We 
would be lost without them." 

Sun City Posse Commander 
Will Box said his 170-person 

volunteer posse responds to 
calls varying from 911 emer
gencies to vehicle distress 
caJls. Each posse member 
works at least three to five 
six-hour shifts a month. 

The 3,000-plus hospital vol
unteers serve at Boswell Me
morial Hospital in almost 
every aspect of the hospital. 
They attend to families that 
are waiting for loved ones 
during surgery. Volunteers 
also assist in the anesthesia 
recovery unit and in the out
patient suite and fully staff 
the surge ry family/endoscopy 
waiting rooms. Their duties 
"make life nicer for the pa
tients," said Rita Borden, 22-
year director of surgical 
services at Boswell. 

"We appreciate those vol
unteers so much for their 
generosity and for the time 
they donate to us," she said. 
"It is a special group of 
people who Jive in Sun City. 
They support the work of the 
hospital not only with their 
time but with the ir dona
tions." 

It's a-wonderful opportunity to honor these volunteers. 
They give so much to our community. We just couldn't 

do it without them. 
Connie Turner 

Statue committee member 

Photos by Tom Tingle/The Arizona Republic 

Sculptor Snell Johnson works on A Lifestyle of Living at his studio Wednesday. 
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Volunteer statue soon to be reality 
We're on our way! Thanks to the Bell 

Metal Club (one of our dynamic new 
sponsors) the model for the statue hon
oring volunteers is now in the masterful 
hands of Snell Johnson at his private 
foundry, Art and Design, in Phoenix. 

He has promised that a life-sized clay 
rendition of the posse figure will be ready 
for display at a October fund-raising 
event to be held at the West Valley Art 
Museum. 

When we.meet our financial goals. he 
will proceed to enlarge. mold and cast 
the remaining figures in bronze on time 
for the unveiling on Saturday. Dec. 16. 
This is truly a fitting trtbute to all volun
teers and that includes Fran Park's 40th 
Anniversary Committee members. who 
are already making this a memorable 
year. 

<;ome have asked if we have a song 

about volunteers, and the Sun City His
torical Society has expressed interest in 
a time capsule to be buried near the 
monument. We will announce more 
about this soon. Now isJour chance to 
get involved if you woul like. 

We thank all of you who have already 
sent contributions and remind others 
that there is still time to become part of 
this wonderful new Landmark for the 
City of Volunteers. 

Tax-deductible donations are sent to: 
The Sun City Foundation/Statue Fund. 
10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd., Sun City, 
AZ. 85351. 

Betty Jane Peters ! 

The Volunteer Statue Committee 
Chairman il 
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Volunteers statue 
finds sponsor 
STAFF REPORT 

The Sun City volunteers
statue project may have found a 
home. 

Al Monday's workshop session 
of the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City, board President Bob Briscoe 
said the Sun City Players, a char
tered club, has agreed to sponsor 
the statue, making il an official 
centers undertaking. 

The statue, in the talking stage 
for about lwo years, is lo be built 
on the northeast comer of Thun
derbird and Del Webb boulevards 
near Lakeview Recreation Center. 
Its cost has been estimated at 

$100,000, for which public con
tributions have been solicited. 

·To make the contributions tax 
deductible, they have been held 
by the Sun City Foundation. a 
50 l(c)(3) lax-exempt entity. 

The Clay Corner at Marinelle 
Center had been lhe sponsoring 
agency, but a change of presi
dents resulted in that group 
withdrawing ils sponsorship from 
the project. leaving il temporarily 
homeless. 

Briscoe said he believes the 
olTer from the Sun Cily Players 
should resolve the maller. which 
Is to be discussed later this week 
by the Sun City Foundation. 
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Statue honoring volunteers'
1 

ill SullCity liits another snag 
$76,000 STILL 
NEEDED: 
Tax-deductible 
status of future 
donations in doubt 
HAYLEY RINGLE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Volunteers Statue Com
mittee has come up against 
another roadblock, as the Sun 

committee is organized.· 
Donations will still be accepted 

for the statue fund being held by 
the Sun City Foundation. but 
until a sponsor is found. it can't 
guarantee donations will be tax 
deductible. said Harold Boudrie. 
centers and foundation treasurer. 
The foundation wi ll freeze the 
account. which means expenses 
will not be allowed to be taken 
out. he said. 

The money currently in the 
fund - about $24.000 - will be 

City Foundation announced 
Thursday that until the statue 
has a club sponsorship, future 
donations cannot be guaranteed 
to be tax deductible. 

Since Clay Comer at Marinette 
voted unanimously J une 17 to 
disassociate from the statue, the 
club is no longer a sponsor, said 
Gretchen Little, president of Clay 
Comer. As a result. the bronze 
statue conceived to recognize Sun 
City volunteers has no sponsor. 

"According to the articles of 

safely held by the foundation and 
all previous donations still are 
considered tax deductible. Davis 
said. About $100.000 is needed 
for the completion of the statue. 
which will be cast in bronze by 
Art and Design. owned by sculp
tor Snell Johnson. 

If and when the statue gains a 
sponsor . donations received 
between now and that time will 
be considered tax deductible. But 
until then. the foundation can 
not guarantee that. Davis said. 

Since many Sun City residents 

incorporation. in order for the ; 
(Sun City) Foundation to be able 
to accept tax-exempt [sic] dona
tions for the statue. it has to be a 
RCSC (Recreation Centers of Sun 
City) project," wrote Beverly 
Davis, president of the founda
tion, in a letter to Betty Jane 
Peters , one of the artists who 
designed the statue. "Since there 
is no RCSC sponsor, the Founda
tion cannot continue to receive 
tax-exempt [sic] funds for the 
statue. The funds on hand will be 
h e ld until an acceptable 

are on vacation over the summer, 
Connie Turner. one of the artists 
who designed the statue. wrote in 
an ad thanking people who 
donated. "As of September 15 an 
all-sculptor group will carry on 
their good work in an expanded 
capacity." 

Turner said she is confident 
the statue will have a sponsor by 
September with the newly formed 
Sculpture Club. She invites any
one who is interested in becom
ing a member and supporting the 
statue to call 977-8935. 
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\ Statue sponsor sought 
HAYlfY RINGLE 1 •. , _, "?,o .- CJ6 
DAIL y NEWS-SUN V 

A motion that was originally 
before the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City board Thursday for the 
location of a statue honoring vol
unteers was withdrawn because 
a sponsor for the statue is need
ed. 

The motion was to OK a loca
tion for the statue on recreation 
centers property. 
. A location cannot be approved 
until the Volunteer Statue Com
mittee secures a sponsor, said 
Beverly Davis, president of the 
Sun City Foundation and a board 
director. 

The commJttee Is In the pro
cess of forming a sculpture club 

for the fall, said Connie Turner, 
one of the artists who designed 
the statue. 

The bronze statue that was 
conceived to recognize Sun City 
volunteers Is no longer sponsored 
by the Clay Corner al Marinette 
Center. 

Kay Smith and Belly Jane 
Peters. past president of the Clay 
Comer, helped In designing the 
sculpture. More than 400 hours 
have been spent by the artists in 
constructing the models. Turner 
sald. 

"I think ifs a wonderful piece 
of art and a wonderful tribute.·. 
Peters said. ·1 Intend to continue 
knocking on doors when I get 
back to raise money for the 
statue." 

The money for the statue -
about $100.000 - Is hoped to be 
ralsed by the end of the year. and 
Snell Johnson. a contemporary 
bronze artist, has agreed to pro
duce the statue at his foundry. 

The money is being raised by 
the Volunteer Statue Committee, 
and Is being held by the Sun City 
Foundation. 

A fund-raiser ls planned for 
the fall, and donations, specified 
for the statue. are being accepted 
through the Sun City foundation 
at 10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd., 
Sun City. Ariz. , 85351. 

·1 think it's a wonderful thing," 
said Marge Murphy, RCSC secre
tary. "I really hope we can be 
successful. (The statue) is what 
Sun City is all about." 
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Daily News-Sun • Thursday, June 29, 2000 

·Clay Corner withdraws statue sponsorship 
'SUN CITY 
VOLUNTEERS ... A 
LIFESTYLE OF 
GIVING': Sun City 
Foundation and 
RCSC will continue 
-raising money to · 
fund completion of 
the tribute 
HAYLEY RINGLE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

After months of misunder
standings, the bronze statue con
ceived to recognize Sun City vol
unteers is no longer sponsored 
by Clay Corner at Marinette 
Center. 

The statue was approved as a 
cultural and educational project 
by the Sun City Foundation and 
the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City board of directors, meeting 
all their criteria, said Connie 
Turner. one of the artists who 
designed the statue. Because the 
Sun City Foundation is a 50l(c)3 

(non-profit) organization. any 
funds collected or donated for the 
statue are tax-exempt. 

• All money collected through 
donations. from the very first dol
lar, has been held by the Sun 
City Foundation, and all dona
tions are acknowledged in writ
ing,· Turner said. 

Anyone sending in a check 
receives a thank-you note from 
the Sun City Foundation. All 
donations of more than $1,000 
will be recognized on a bronze 
plaque, but donations of any 
amount are welcome, she said. 

At a special June 17 meeting, 
members of the Clay Comer club 
unanimously voted to disassoci
ate from the statue project, said 
Gretchen Little. president of Clay 
Comer. 

A separate Volunteers Statue 
Committee has been recognized 
by the RCSC board to continue 
raising money for the statue, said 
Bob Briscoe, RCSC president. 

"The members of the Clay Cor
ner are not against the statue, we 
just don't want to be a part of it," 
said Little, who stressed the 
statue committee could not use 

the Clay Corner's name or logo 
on anything associated with the 
statue. ·we think it is a nice 
project and want to support the 
statue. as long as they don't use 
the name of the club.· 

The RCSC board will vote June 
29 at its monthly meeting to pro
vide a location on recreation
center property for the volunteer 
statue when it is completed. 

More than $100.000 is needed 
to construct the lifesize bronze 
statue commemorating volun
teers. About $23,000 has been 
raised. and the BelJ Metal Club 
has agreed to make a base for the 
statue - which wilJ save the 
committee about $7,000, Turner 
said. 

The statue titled "Sun City 
Volunteers ... A Lifestyle of Giv
ing" will depict a Sun City Posse 
member, a Sun City PRIDES 
member, a smock lady represent
ing Boswell and Sun Health vol
unteers and Fairway and Bell 
library volunteers, a student rep
res en ting the future and 
volunteers working with children 
in surrounding communities, and 
a dog representing pets that 
have found homes in Sun City 

courtesy of Sun City Animal Res
cue. Turner said. 

The statue was conceived in 
late 1998 as a tribute to all Sun 
City volunteers. Turner wanted to 
c limax Sun City's 40th 
anniversary celebration with a 
lasting reminder of those volun- 1 

leers. 
"All I want to do is something 

good for this community before 1 
die," said Turner, a resident of 
Sun City and a member of Clay 
Comer. "The volunteers are what 
keep our community going." 

A maquette - a statue proto
type - has been constructed 
from oil-based clay. Because of 
the type of clay, the maquette 
must be kept in an air
conditioned environment or it will 
·melt into an unidentifiable 
mass," Turner said. 

The quarter-size model has 
been on display throughout the 
community, including several 
banks and, most recently, Bell 
Library. 

The statue was moved out of 
Bell Library Wednesday because 
a change of decor was needed, 
said Mary Early. president of the 
library board. 
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VOLUNTEERS-STATUE 
Wednesday, Oct. 13, 1999 Daily Ne w s-Sun, Sun City , Ariz. 

Photo by MIKE RUSSO/Independent Newspapers 

Validating volunteers 
A public unveiling of the maquette of a proposed statute to honor Sun City's volunteers was held Oct. 1 at 
Marinette Recreation Center. Among those attending were, from left, Bev Davis, member of the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City board of directors; Marge Murphy, RCSC director; Betty Jane Peters, president of the Sun 
City Clay Club and one of the maquette's sculptors; Connie Turner, sculptor; Kay Smith, sculptor; and Dorothy 
Hertzel, RCSC director. The Clay Club is trying to raise $100,000 to erect the statue. Donations may be sent 
to: Sun City Foundation, 10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd., Sun City, AZ 85351. 

Feat of clay 
Dally Hews-Sun 

Koy Smith, left, Betty Jone Peters and Conni T b ''T'ehJ Hoppes D~ily News-Sun 

rarinette Recreation Center, mode a morque~e h~~:;i~rie~ne(i; v~l~n~irs 1h~n~~ti~: 

$efoohoooveo bDeen dt_ onote?, bu,, the cost of bronzing and installation will lik~ly exceed 
, . ona ions a, e we come. 
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City of o/o[unteers 

Jfe[p 

Jfonor 

Sun City 

Dear Friends, 

Sun City, Arizona, the world-renowned CITY OF 
VOLUNTEERS is celebrating it's 40th Anniv,ersary in the -
year 2000. Twelve months of celebration will be climaxed 
with the installation of a life-sized bronze statue honoring 
those who donated millions of hours to insure the health, 
safety and well-being of our community. : - . : .· ,_ 

The statue, designed and sponsored by members of the Clay 
Corner at Marinette, has been approved by the Board of 
Directors of The Recreation Centers of Sun City, and has 
been accepted by The Sun City-Foundation, a 501( c)3 
organization which promotes cultural and educational 
projects in Sun City. 

Although the artist's fees have been donated, the cost of 
bronzing and installation will likely exceed $100,000. 
We must raise this significant amount soon as such a 
labor intensive project will take twelve to fifteen 
months to complete. The Maquette (statue prototype) 
must be at Arizona Bronze Foundry by September, 
1999 to guarantee installation by the end of our 40th 
Anniversary year. 

Will you please help us to honor our Volunteers? Any 
donation is appreciated. Any major contributor will 
have his/her name engraved on a bronze plaque to be 
erected at Lakeview Center as part of the monument. 

Donations may be sent to: Sun City Foundation, 10626 
W. Thunderbird Blvd., Sun City, AZ 85351. All 
donations are tax deductible and will be acknowledged. 

, 
\ 

Betty Jane Pe rs 
Clay Corner at Marinette 

~ft )''""'fief 
Marge Murphy, Director 
Recreation Centers, 
Sun City 

~ 
f:,:l 

~ Sun City Foundation 
B 10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd. 
f; Sun City, AZ 85351 

~ Sponsored by Clay Corner at Marinette - 9860 Union Hills Drive, Sun City, AZ 85373 



SUN CITY VOLUNTEERS 

A survey of volunteers, which ,vas done in past, ·would hold 
true today. Sun City is still the "City of Volunteers." 

Over 60 organizations were polled: · i-.e. Sun: Heal-th A·uxiliary, 
Walter Boswell Hospital, Sun City Area Community Council, 
Recreation Centers of Sun City, Inc., Sun City Library, 
Sheriffs Posse of Sun City, Sun City Prides, etc .. (Most of 
these organizations reported over 50,000 volunteer hours 
annually.) 

The 60 organizations submitted estimates of volunteer hours 
vvorked and coupled it with a best-estimate of an hourly wage. 

Combined Results of the Survey: 

1,329,109 Total Hours $13,446,098 Total Dollars 

This survey did not reflect the volunteer hours of many other 
organizations, but it vvould be safe to say that at least 
$15 million of volunteering occurs every year in Sun City. 
Vol unteerism is vital to the continuance of this retirement 
community. Without our volunteers, Sun City vvould fail. Nor 
would it be the vibrant active community that has been 
acclaimed throughout the vvorld. · 

This statue will honor all of the volunteers of the past 40 years 
and those who vvill step up to help in the future. 



Check out the Volunteer Statues scrapbook on the 
Del Webb Sun Cities Area Museum webpage. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/raw27jliddcrxek/AABS4nchAMDadR9wuLR-3z-da/Volunteers%20Statue%20Scrapbook.pdf?dl=0
Julie
Cross-Out
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