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Lord of Life Lutheran has many interests

By RICHARD MOORE

News-Sun staff

SUN CITY WEST — Lord of
Life Lutheran Church is one of two
Lutheran congregations in Sun
City West.

“Basically, there now are two
Lutheran bodies in the United
States,”’ said the Rev. Charles
Ruby, parish pastor. “We are part
of what is known as the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America.”

He said the movement is the

sgult of the merger last spring of

e Lutheran Church in America, -

e "American Lutheran Church
pnd the Association of Evangelical
hurches.

" “The other Lutheran church (in
un Clty West) began a year ago
nd is aﬁ'ihabed with the Missouri
ynod " Ruby said.

e said the:Evangelical Luther-
o Church in America has about
5.3 million ‘members in 11,000

dlirches.
i “We are the fourth- In.rgest 'Prot-

*stnnt dendmination in_ North
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America,” Ruby said. “We have 65
synods across the United States.”

The Lord of Life Lutheran par-
ish was founded in 1981. He said
the congregation first conducted
services in various rooms in the
R.H. Johnson Recreation Center
and in R.H. Johnson Social Hall.

“Qur church facility was com-
pleted last September,” Ruby said.
The church is at 13724 Meeker
Blvd. and has about 650 parishio-
ners.

!orshlp service attendance
ifluctuates with the seasons;” he
‘said. “Of course, we have the
highest attendance during the
winter months as do most other
churches in the Sun Cities.”

Ruby said that in the winter,
Sunday worship services are at
8:15.a.m. and 10 a.m. Bible study
i8.4:30 p.m. Tuesday- year-round.
In the summer, a single- Sunday
worship service starts at 10 a.m.

.. He said Lord of Life Lutheran
‘Church periodically éponsors other

rehglon classes and "-ﬂorkshopa.
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Lord of Life Lufheran Church Is home 10 some 550 parishloners in
Sun Cit[ Wesf e -

e

and conducts various worship serv-
ICes,

“We also have a 45-member
choir, a women's organization with
six circles and a men’s organiza-
tion,” Ruby said. “We’re involved
in various outreach programs in
conjunction with the Pacific Lu-
theran Seminary in Berkeley, Cal-
if., and the California Lutheran
lngl'iversity in Thousand Oaks, Cal-
if.

He said the parish supports the
Lutheran Ministry Center in El
Mirage, the Lutheran ‘Social Serv-
ices in Phoenix~and Interfaith in
the Sun Cities.

Lord of Life Lutheran Church
facilities include the sanctuary,
offices and social hall space.

Ruby has been with the parish
since its inception. He said the
selection and construction of the
facility has been one of the biggest
challenges in his ministry.

“The whole process of planning
and financing -.the new church

bmldmg was a very poaltlve expe-1: wyachool.

- yws -
"‘:l 5. eSS

RS . “ A

(News-Sun ?hoio)

: -&-;..J.;,. -‘..Iﬂ'.:....._‘ LS

e

rience,” he said. “We had a buf]d,
ing committee of six members
from the congregation who spear-
headed much of it."”

Ruby said the most immediate
parish projects involve long-range
goal-setting and plans for addition:
al construction and programming.

“Our future development in-
cludes more social hall facilities
and additional office space, which
will then allow for the expamioni
of our sanctuary,” he said.

Before coming to. Lord of Llfe
Lutheran Church, Ruby was sen?
ior pastor at Faith Lutherad
Church in Phoenix for 13 years. °

He graduated from Gettysburg
(Pa.) College and Gettysburg Theo:
logical Seminary and served with
several parishes in central Penn-
sylvania before moving to Arizona_

Ruby and his wife, Sher]ey, live
in Sun City West. She is head of
the Upper School at Judson Schoolz
in ScothdaJe, a pnvate boar i
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Three cliurches buy
Sun City West land

Three Sun City ‘West church for expansion and plenty of park-  $147,726, is on the southwest c¢r-
sites were sold by the Del E. ing=pac. )" ner of Aleppo and Spanish Gar-
Webb Development Co. for a total Mason added that no arrange-  dens drives.
of $850,000, it was announced by ments h.ve been made by church The Lutheran Church obtained a
the firm Thursday. member: in regard to architectur-  4.6-acre site on the northwest

Purchasing the sites were Shep- al plans, corner of Meeker and Johnson
herd of the Hills United Methodist The three-acre site purchased  boulevards. The purchase price
Church, the Covenant Presbyteri- by the Presbyterian Church, for was $262 857

an Church in America and Lord of
Life Lutheran Church,

“l believe it's a strong indica-
tion of the continued growth of
Sun City West,” Devco President
George Reeve said in reference to
the sales.

Construction work on all three
churches is expected to be held off
for about two years.

The eight-acre site purchased
by the Methodist church, for $457. -
143, is on the southwest corner of
Pyracantha Drive and Meeker
Boulevard.

Bill Mason, treasurer of the

- church’s building fund and site
selection committee, commented:
“We purchased the site with the
idea that this would be the only
Methodist Church in Phase 1. We
wanted a lot large enough to allow

Paperwork on the purchase of a site for the Sheplerd Devco officials Phil Brant, left, and George Reeve.

of the Hills United Methodist Church in Sun City \\ ost Far right is James Lyles of Los Angeles, an official
is signed by Bill Mason, left foreground. Stanc ng re of the United Methodist Church. (News-Sun Phot-
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