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Chances slim of city

——

entering school district

—

By Connie Cone Sexton
The Phoenix Gazette

To get representation for their taxation,
do Sun City West residents want back into
the Dysart Unified School District?

Not really, according to Sanford Gold-
stein, past president of the community's
Property Owners and Residents Association.

Last year, when the Legislature imposed
a school property tax on residents who live
outside school district boundaries, a number
of people in Sun City West cried “taxation
without representation.”

Dysart voters had dissociated Sun City
West in 1981, taking away the retirees right
to vote in the district.

A desire to have the community part with
the district was mutual. Retirees wouldn't
have to pay the district tax; future bond
issues would have better chances of passing.

In 1981, voters in the retirement commu-
nity helped rescind a $27 million bond issue,

which had passed in a 1978 election.
Sun City West, which was formed in 1978,
has been outside the district since 1981, and

the issue of school tax died down.

Once again, however, school property
taxes are being assessed to the residents.
But this time, the money is going into the
state general fund. That situation left many
residents wanting to get their votes back.

It has been about 10 months since the
Legislature voted in the new tax on the
unorganized areas. Since then, local legisla-
tors and the retirees have been working to
make the tax bite more equitable.

Goldstein said many of the residents don't
shout the “no representation” issue any
more, and just want the tax to be fair.

“If the district voters don’t want us, if
Dysart is saying there are things that
happened when we were in the district, than
I think there has to be more equity if any
additional taxes are paid,” he said.

—

And while the tax feud goes on, many Sun
City West residents have said they want to
keep up the community spirit between the
retirees and the Dysart district.

Having Sun City West return to the
Dysart fold has been talked about numerous
times since 1981, according to Bill Jones,
Dysart’s superintendent.

But never on a very serious note, he said,
adding, “There is no interaction now
between the Dysart district and Sun City
West.”

The only way the community would
return to the district would be through a
mutual OK of all affected voters, he said.

Chances of that happening aren’t likely,
Sun City West residents and district officials
believe.

Jones said in his judgment there should
never have been an attempt to remove the
residents from the district in the first place.
Not if the retirees’ “response had been such

that the schools could have survived with
reasonableness in terms of being able to

keep up with growth and keep up with staff .

pay. I don’t think that issue would ever have
emerged,” he said.

“What happened was that the Sun City
West residents became the majority on the
board. And then there was the rescission (in
1980) of the bond issue that had previously
been passed,” the educator said.

Children’s education is the responsibility
of everyone, Jones said. “It is a privilege.”

But he is quick to point out that many ~
Sun City West residents do supa})rt the -
‘We have -

an appreciation of the folks in Sun City and -

district through volunteer work.
Sun City West. They been wonderful to the

schools. Volunteers have given us thousands-

of dollars worth of time.”

Some do “forget” they are outside the
district and cheerfully hand Dysart a check -

for their taxes, Jones said.
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By BRET McKEAND
Sun Cities Independant

70

A two-year battle between the
Sun Cities and the state of Ari-
zona regarding the legality of the
so-called Sun City School Tax
has apparently come to an end.

The State of Arizona will not
\appeal a decision which ruled the
1988 version of the school tax
unconstitutional and has agreed
to refund more than $10 million
in taxes already collected.

Exactly how the refund will be
distributed is expected to be de-
{termined this month and Sun
i Citians may see their refund as
|early as July.
| Last year, a Superior Court
judge ruled the school tax --
which was first levied in 1988
against communities outside or-
ganized school districts --
unconstitutional and ordered the
state to refund all taxes collected.

State officials had until May 25
to appeal the decision. According
to Ken Larkin, president of the
Sun City Taxpayers Association,
no appeal has been filed.

"I was surprised they didn't
appeal it," says Mr. Larkin.

"If they would have appealed
the decision, it would have taken
about two more years before a
decision *would have been
reached.

"It would have cost us (SCTA)
la-whole lot more money,” e
jadds.

INDEPENDENT

Residents will
most likely have
the option of
‘accepting a cash
settlement from
the state or using
the refund as a tax
"credit" toward
future bills.

1990

‘Sun City School Tax’
Battle ends in taxpayers' favor

T PR T SRR
The matter, says Mr. Larkin, is
now "completely over."

Mr. Larkin says the refund
could amount to approximately
$50 per homeowner.

He says his organization will
be working closely with state of-
ficials in developing a method to
refund the money.

Residents will most likely have
the option of accepting a cash
settlement from the state or using
the refund as a tax "credit" to
ward future tax bills.

Residents who have sold their
homes since the tax collected will
be required to file a claim with
the state in order to receive their
refunds, says Mr. Larkin.

Mr. Larkin says some resi-
dents could begin receiving re-
funds as early as next month.

The state Legislature first

adopted the school tax in July,
1988.

The school tax was aimed at
communities not included in or-
ganized school districts and,
therefore, not paying school
taxes.

Although the tax was collected
from 22 communities in all, Sun
City and Sun City West were the
largest communities affected by
the tax and the levy quickly be-
came known as the "Sun City
School Tax."

The Sun City Taxpayers
Association, along with support
from several other local
organizations, immediately
contested the matter through the
courts.

The tax was eventually ruled
unconstitutional because all
funds collected were distributed
into the state's general fund.

By that time, however, the
state Legislature had already re-
vised the school tax and had im-
plemented a newer version, one
which is still in effect today.

The court ruling and refund
only apply to the original school
tax and will not affect the present
school tax.

In addition to the $10 million
collected from tax, the state will
be required to refund more than
$2 million in interest.

Mr. Larkin says the state has
also been ordered to pay all

___See TAX, page 7
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“DYSART, WEST DISTRICTS. MAY SPLIT

‘Marriage’ M
--Af Sun City West

11'lr-

“ A story about the Dysart Unifi ed
% ‘School District and how it fared in

1980 can scarcely be written without
mentioning Sun City West.

Decisions on programs for Dysart’s
3,600 students almost inevitably
hinged on a Dysart-Sun City West
axis in 1980.

That situation could change soon.

The shotgun marriage could end as
early as July 1981.

A GROUP of reaidents from
outside the retirement community is
exploring ways of enacting a no-fault
divorce through a specml election.

Meanwhile, the Sun ﬁty West
dominated school board could decide
the fate of a $950,000 vocational-
industrial arts building at the Jan.
board meeting — before any disasso-
ciation decision is made. e

Sun City West, with about 60

percent of the voters and a high .

turnout rate, exercised its political
muscle in the Dysart district
throughout 1980.

@ Two school board members from

Sun City West, Gene Wilson and

Jack Gierman, were appointed by
county superintendent of schools
Richard Harris. They replaced
Mateo Alejandre and Elray Sampson
of El Mirage, who resigned.

@ In October, a $27.55 million bond
authorization was canceled by a vote
of 2,703 to 88. About 8 of every 10
regmtered voters from the retirement
community cast ballots, a reflection
of their organizing power and com-
mitment to severing ties with the
district. Only 16 of the 2,589 retire-

ment community voters favored

keeping the authorization.

The cancellation culminated al-
most two years of planning by the
Property Owners and Residents As-
sociation.

ONLY 202 voters outside Sun
Clty Weat bothered to vote They

Aay End

favored ca.noehng the ‘authorization
by a vote of 130 to 72.

‘The $27.556 million bond authori-
zation passed June 20, 1978, four
months before Sun City West had
any residents. District officials said
they sought the authorization to

protect the future of the district.
The school finance package passed
byvoﬁéis in June stipulated that any

bond money not used within five
years of passage expires automati-
eali "0 . U3

For this reason, Dysart officials
said cancelling the authorization was

‘a “moot” question.

‘Most Sun City West residents
resented the way it was passed and
thought it was unnecessary because
‘about $2.8 million remains from a
1973 bond authorization.

oIn November, three Sun City
West resnﬁenta were ‘elected to four-
year on the five-member
achool bimd ‘k effécﬁ gwmg them
control of the Gierman,

Margaret Baker ran against each

other for a two-year position because

they knew the Sun City West
residents would win the four-year
terms. Mrs. Baker, board president
seeking her fourth term, was de-
feated, apparently for her strong
statements against Sun C:ty West
influence.

e In May, PORA officials said they
would seek disassociation. As the
{hear progressed they subtly switched

eir tactics. 'I‘hc;y now say any
district reorganization move must be
initiated outside the retirement com-
munity, but they wouldn't be adverse
“to such a move.

The two groups seem to be
cooperﬁhng for now. Reorgan:zatmn
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MOVE TO OUST WESTERS 7~ %*

Westers moved into the area, she said.

“The parents felt in the beginning
they wouldn’t have a say-so with Sun
City West in the area—they are not
sympathetic and not interested in the
children’s needs.

“People here were scared that Sun
City West was going to act the way
they’ve been acting. But they didn't
realize how much power they would
have.”

IF IT WEREN'T for the retirees,
Mrs. Baker said the school would have
$27.5 million in bonds on the books and
construction for a high school vocatien-
al facility would have been underway
by now.

Westers led a successful drive to
rescind the bond authorization in No-
vember and are protesting the con-
struction of a vocational facility. They
say they're in favor of vocational
education, but agairst building a new
facility before taking a closer look at
existing buildings.

Many residents say these actions
confirm their belief that Westers show
greater concern for their tax dollars
than for students.

By CHERYL SWEET
Staff Writer

Plans for Dysart Unified School
District to disassociate itself from Sun
City West have been brewing behind
the scenes for quite some time.

Residents of Surprise, Waddell and
El Mirage met recently to discuss the
matter.

Outgoing school board president
Margaret Baker said a subcomittee has
been formed to decide on new district
boundary lines that would exclude Sun
City West.

THE GROUP is planning to initiate
a petition for a special election, which
requires signatures of 10 percent of
district voters. The petition then will be
submitted to the county school superin-
tendent. The measure requires approv-
al by a majority for passage.

Mrs. Baker said disassociation could
occur as early as mid-February.

Although residents are beginning to
actively pursue such action, Mrs. Bak-
er said talk about the matter started
 about two years ago—when Sun City
Westers took up residence.

RESIDENTS FEEL they have had
little control over school affairs since

ate action.
“If they don’t want us in the district,
' can’t see us going ahead and staying
in,”” Williams said.

But Mrs. Baker said school board
members and Property Owners and
Residents Association leaders have dis-
cussed the matter in the past and have
privately said they favored pulling out
of the district.

«THESE PEOPLE have been talk-
ing about it for quite a while,”” she said.

«“PORA has changed their tactics
because the press was making them
look bad by wanting to get out of the
district.”

. Mrs. Baker said PORA’s purpose is

THEY ALSO CONTEND the retirees | ,iside of Sun City West. She said

'Westers are trying to upset the other

~ School district plans remap

are unfamiliar with students’ problems
and educational needs. Westers are
viewed by many as outsiders who can’t
relate to the minority groups in the
schools.

Robert Williams, chairman of the
Sun City West Dysart School Affairs
Committee, said that although a gap
does exist between Westers and other
residents, this has little bearing on
their concern and capability in the
school system.

“1 really think it's a state of mind.
Almost all the people here (in Sun City
West) have had children and they've
been on school boards and parent and
teacher associations.

«] THINK WE probably know more
than they like to admit,” he added.

Williams also said there are two
different groups within the communi-
ties—Hispanics and ranchers—yet no-
body is making an issue out of that.

‘“We’ve upset a little rural district,
but we're all for education,” he said.

WILLIAMS SAID Westers have no
plans for pulling out of the district, but
they will go along with such plans if
residents of the two communities initi-

district residents, so they will be the
ones to initiate the disassociation.

LARRY CROSS, PORA ({reasurer
and Loise Copes, PORA first vice
president, say PORA directors have not
taken a position on the disassociation.

“It they feel they want to petition to
get us out of the district, then we'd
have to bring it up at a PORA meet-
ing,” said Cross.

“But the school district would be
smarter to not disassociate because
they have a bigger tax base with us
in,” he added.

Newly elected Sun City West board

members Ingelletta Hawkins and Rose
s J Al V2o e d e v A +
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¢ off if Sun City
;. out of the district, says
¢ board president Margaret
3 Baker. -
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 DISASSOCIATION FAVORED

Baker frets over SCW participation

By CHERYL SWEET
Staff Writer
The idea of Sun City

' Westers sitting on the Dy-
' sart School Board has

caused concern in the dis-

. trict.

Some arents and

% school officials feel the

be better
est pulled

the schools ma

And although no defi-

[ nate plans have been for-

mulated, there has been
talk about initiating a
move to disassociate the

¥ community from the
© school district.
= “T] think it would be

¥ better if we excluded
¢ them,” said Mrs. Baker.

Sun City West compris-

¢« es well over half of the
» registered voters in the.
i Dysart Unified School dis-
» trict.

Three Westers are run-
ning for four board seats

{in Tuesday’s election.
¢ Also competing are in-

! cumbents Mrs.

B, rEm e -

Baker,
Don Overstreet, and Mar-
ia Resendes.

MRS. BAKER, who
says Westers have the
election in the bag, is

worried about a Sun City
West-controlled board.

She says she is not con-
vinced Westers' primar
concern are the students
in the district. “I think
they ran for the board
because Property Owners
and Residents Association
asked them to.”

She says a lack of effort
to become informed with
the district’s problems
and unfamiliarity with the
overwhelming Mexican-
American population, are
some things that have
caused her concern.

“What is so frustrating
is that here we have peo-
ple who have moved into
the district two years
ago—who don’t know our
children, parents or the
rest of the taxpayers in
the district. They're com-
ing in and completely con-
trolling our decisions.”

AND WHILE Mrs. Bak-
er says many parents are
also worried over a Wes-
ter-dominated board, this
concern has turned to a
feeling of powerless frus-
tration.

Only one parent in the
district with school chil-
dren, besides Overstreet
and Mrs. Baker, has de-

cided to try her odds for to make decisions, I would
the board. _ think they would be get-
More parents decided ting all the material they

y not to run “because peo- could to study,” she point-

le just feel like Sun City ed out.
est will win. We can see . A MAJOR point of frus-
they have the superior ftration facing district offi-
numbers.” cials and parents, is the
Mrs. Baker said she is recent Postponement of
surprised Westers have approval for a vocational
not taken more steps to facility on the Dysart
better inform themselves campus.
on the issues. She said  “The situation for the
Westers have access to'vocational facility is up-
almost everythinﬁ board setting.”
members do, but have not" Mrs. Baker said plans
made use of the informa-‘for the facility on the
tion. : campus were initially dis-
“I'M VERY concerned cussed in 1973. And if it
with the attitudes they weren’t for Westers, plans
bring to the decision-mak- for construction probably

ing process.”
ackets
board agenda informa-
tion, staff recommenda-
tions and other data are
available to the publie
prior to board meetings,
she said. g
Because they have often
failed to inform them-
selves before speaking,
some Westers have ma
criticisms or recommen-
dations on policies that
have already been imple-
mented, Mrs. Baker said.
‘““When they know
they're going to be elected

- would have already been
containing approved, she said.

Money for the facility
was to come from the sale
of $1.35 million in general
obligation bonds. The
funds, if a{»proved, would
be available from a $2.8
million bond authorization
apﬁroved in 1973.

OWEVER, Wester
board members recom-
mended further study of
existing facilites at a re-
cent board meeting before
approving construction of
a new building.

Yet Mrs. Baker main-

tains the facility, which
has already been given
much consideration by
school officials, is a ne-
cessity. And many people
in the district object to
Westers' input on plans
that have been in the
making for years.
“(Westers) want, to be
sure that any bond money
spent is spent according
to how they want it.”" *
ANOTHER area Mrs.
Baker expresses concern

~over is the lack of empa-

thy Sun City Westers have

sult, she said, to a lowe
drop-out rate, she said.

DAY'’S election of
fers few surprises fo
Westers. With the majori
ty of registered voters re
siding in Sun City West
Mrs. Baker says it is un
likely they will not su
port their three candi
dates.

Yet what happens after
the election is another sto:
ry—one which Mrs. Baker
said could run a lot more
smoothly if cooperation on
the new board exists.

“I think its in the best
interest for us to work

with Hispanics in the dis:
trict. f
The Mexican-Ameri-\together.

cans, which Mrs. Baker

says make up about 60 -

percent of the district’s
Fopulation, have particu-
ar problems she says
Westers are not familiar
with.

Mrs. Baker said parents
have expressed concern
over a Sun City West con-
trolled-board. ‘““The ma-
jority feeling here is nega-
tive.”

Mrs. Baker says a top
priority should be concen-
trating on improving stu-
dents’ self image, which is
necessary to improve aca-
demic skills. This will re-
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Sun City Westers Tuesday voted overwhelmingly to
rescind a $27.5 million bond authorization for Dysart
Unified School District.

The vote was 2,537 to 16.

The total vote, including Surprise, El Mirage, and
Luke Air Force Base, was 2,703 to 88.

Robert Williams, chairman of the school affairs
committe of Property Owners and Residents Associa-
tion, estimated a 74 percent voter turnout of regis-
tered voters in Sun City West.

The election stemmed from a bond authorization
for the district approved in June 1978. At that time,
Sun City West residents had not moved into the
district. :

PORA collected 1,500 signatures in June to place
the issue on the ballot.

Dysart still has $2.8 million from a bond proposal
approved in 1973. This is enough money for any

building projects that the district would have this
year, said Margaret Baker, Dysart school board

. president.

If the district grew, she said, the board could
approve a smaller bond issue.




SCWesters plan
strategy for 1980
school board vote

By RICHARD MOORE
Staff Writer

An increase in the number of regis-
tered voters in Sun City West is expect-
ed to have a tremendous effect on the
Dysart Unified School District board
election next year.

Three board seats will be filled in
November.

One of the criticisms by Westers is
that while their property taxes current-
hv subsidize over 60 percent of the

istrict’s operational costs, (a figure
Gene Wilson, outgoing president of the
Property Owners and Residents Asso-
ciation, says will climb to 80 percent in
1980), there is no Sun City West repre-
sentation on the school board.

Although most current PORA mem-
bers have not openly suggested an
attempt to withdraw completely from
any financial responsibility to the
school district, some candidates who
ran in Monday’s PORA election indicat-
ed this would be a priority they would
work toward if elected. ‘

“The district operated for quite a
number of years before Sun City West
came along,” said Wayne Smith, dis-
trictsuperintendent. ‘‘Our contacts in
Sun City West have, however, for the
most part, been positive.”

Wilson said one of the main reasons
he decided not to seek re-election to
PORA was because he intends to work
toward establishing Sun City West rep-
resentation on the Dysart school board.

Although he has not announced his

own candidacy for a board seat in’

November, he admits that he will run if
the people of the Sun City West want
him to.

Don Overstreet, who was appointed
to fill'the board vacancy created last
February when Surprise ¥Vlayor George
Cumbie resigned, says he believes he
has a good chance of being elected.

Overstreet, a resident of Waddell,
said his voting record on the board has
not been against the interests of Sun
City West.

Mrs. Margaret Baker, -who has

served on the board for seven years, is
less optimistic. :

“I'm leaning toward running for an-
other term, but I don’t feel I have a
chance if the majority of voters are
from Sun City West,” the Peoria resi-
dent said. :

Mrs. Baker, who received 97 percent
of the vote in the last election, said she
doesn’t feel that should the next school
board be controlled by Sun City West
residents, the results necessarily would
be negative.

“I'm very optimistic that they would
respond to the educational needs of the
children,” she said.

Elray Sampson of E] Mirage also will
be up for re-election. Sampson, who
was not available for comment, has
been criticized by several different
groups in the school district.

One of the concerns expressed b
some current board members, as we
as school officials and residents in the
district, is his high absenteeism rate.
Sampson’s job reportedly takes him out

of the area for long periods and some

say this has been detrimental.

Whatever the case, one thing is
certain: Sun City West residents will
control the majority vote in next year’s
election and many officials from the
Dysart school district expect that any
candidates supported by PORA proba-
bly will be elected.

“] don’t know what the outcome will
be,” said board member Sam Open-
shaw of Waddell, “It appears they will
have overwhelming voter strength and
they seem to be pretty well united.
Hcm'rever, sometimes elections can fool
you!”
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lziM-s Editor
Officials” of Dysart

School District and the
Sun City West Property
Owners and Residents

Association are con-

sidering going  théir
separate ways.
Meetings are” being
held to discuss the
feasibility of holding an
election on the issue of
Sun City West
thhdrawmg from
Dysart School District
and becoming an
unorganized district

-Yeungtww s

Several years o, 'ﬁe‘

Sun City separated from
the Peoria School

_District and residents in

the unorganized distriet
pay school taxes of

.....

$2.19, including $1.25 for

state, 50 cents for coun-
ty and 44 cents for
Peoria unorganized
district bonds.

In a letter to school
board members,
Margaret T. Baker,
chairman, calls atten-
tlon to court decislons in

reliance on

finance education ls un-

constitutional because it

results in too many ine-

quities

school ﬁnanclng bill
that would decrease
the property
tax to finance educa-
tion. That bill, however

did not regeive, the two-

thirds majority in the
Senate required for.
emergency measur

ﬂhaﬂf emﬂeﬁty
‘clause, “the bill would
“’ﬁb‘tﬁ@éﬁﬁ\'&'&fé‘v&ﬁéﬁff-
til next year. :

Effect of the bill

wouid be to imréase the

%&tion from the
h‘gﬂoks in five years, ac-
cording to Mrs. Baker.

She also notes that in
1978 the tax rate in the
distrlct was $8.26. In

‘ml_‘! [] ol

The
1980 projected tax, if
Sun City West remains
in the district, is
estimated at $2.13.

- But with the proposed
legislation, the 1980 tax

g
assessed value)

rate will be approx-
ifnately $6.55 in the
Dysart District.

PORA officials had
been considering a
move to rescind the 1978
$27 million bond issue
and campaign to elect
three members to the
Iive—mernber board of

".r, second
i % are being con-
5sndered when Sun City
‘West taxpayers are fac-
ed with an estimated
'$6.55 in school taxes,
‘compared with about
'$2.67 as an unorganized
ischool district.

i~ On- the other side,
there is the ‘“‘power”
consideration with a
majority of the board
from Sun City West.
Parents and long-time
residents of the original
Dysart School ' District

“would lose control. 4

£
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. In considering what 18
' the best action for the
future of the schools, it
' would appear to be a
“separation of Sun City
West and Dysart School
' District, according to
Mrs. Baker. But that
would require both sides
to cast a majority vote
in favor of the separa-
tion. 3
The first step would
be to file a petition with
the county superinten-
dent of schools. After a
check of the voter
registration lists, a date
is set for the election. If
both sides cast 51 per-
cent or more favorable
to separation, the
district is then
reorganized with Dysart
reverting to its original
boundaries and Sun City
West becoming an
unorganized school
district.
~ Advantages to the
Dysart School District
would be that parents
and older residents
would be able to retain
control. The disad-
vantage under the new
~school bill would
. amount to nothing
' ‘because the district
 would be assured the

same amount and would
- share in the state tax for
. capital o :tlay.

The advantage to Sun
City West would be con-
siderable savings in
taxes, according to

. PORA officials.
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SCW no longer represented
on Dysart School Board

AG's opinion waffles on

liability

as District 1s

immobilized by resignations

By Beth Carlino

All Sun City West members of
the Dysart Board of Education
have resigned, and the Board
now consists of only one person,
Surprise resident, Diana Bass.
- Doris Flax submitted her letter
of resignation on July 24 and
thereby became the fourth board
member to relinquish the posi-
tion. All have resigned.because
of concern with liability issues
involving the location of Dysart
High and Elementary Schools.
I'he schools are in what has been
deemed the "high-accident poten-

tial zone" of Luke Air Force
Base.

Unless SCW residents have
already submitted applications to
fill the vacant positions, the com-
munity, which previously had
total control of the Board, will

- have no representation.

Stated Edith Perez, administra-
tive director of the County
School Superintendent's office,
"This office has received 12 ap-
plications or letters of interest for
the Board positions. Beginning
next week, Dr. Sandra Dowling,

County Superintendent of Educa-
tion, will conduct interviews and
fill the four positions as soon as
possible."

Perez would not comment on
whether or not any of the 12 ap-
plicants lived in SCW. There-
fore, it is possible that residents
of the "expansion area," although
they pay taxes to the Dysart
school system, will no longer
have input or impact on the Gov-
eming Board.

Views of those living in that
area vary regarding the issue of
"taxation without representation."
States Ann Walton, "The four
people who resigned have done
disservice to the school children
and the SCW people who voted
them in. They've left the taxpay-
ers without representation."

Long-time community resident

Victoria Mauro remarked, "The
Board members resigned rightly
so. They should not be held lia-
ble for negligence should an acci-
dent occur."

Having lived in the expansion
area three years, Joyce and John
Gaddis said, "We have no prob-
lem with paying our share of the
taxes. It doesn't bother us not to
be represented; it's time for par-
ents in the district to assume
membership on the Board."

In her resignation letter, Flax
states,"The commander of Luke,
Brig. Gen. Stephen Sargeant, has
officially stated that schools
should not be located in that area

(the high-accident potential

zone)."

S
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- She added that'Attomey Gen-
eral Janet Napolitano's recently-
stated opinion "addresses the

+'issue of liability by stating that

the statute (Senate Bill 1525).
‘does not create llabxhty by its
terms, but in the very nextsen-.

tence states that habihty in any

-particular situation ) Tequires anal-

ysis of specific facts; penauung to
that situation.. bt

"While the Sch'c':oi- Facllmes )

Board iay not be bound-to pay

* attention to the military's recom-

" mendation, I see no way that a'
. prudent school board r
“can ignore the fact that the
; schools are laca
‘zone.

fed*m a danger

T am a parentfg;anﬂpare
educator. T cannqt live with
sending children'into an ident;-

* fied dangemus‘sm:anon'“

e i

In her statement of opinion,
Napolitano differentiated be-

- tween the geogfaph{gs of being

¥ 13 H

or " ' 'rgnaquent poten-
Bill 1525 to allow construction of

- new schools "near" such zones

- (butnot."

f'pansmnofe
;;thosezo t

in"}) and to allow ex-

i

~Thus, will

e mterpretatlo”

;allowDysartnghapdEleménla '

ry Schools to remalg} !in" the

4L LA n e

membgr.

3

g QChDOIS nmn !

accident potential zone and for

. the high school to be improved

and expanded.
Napolitano's opinion stated,
"SB 1525 does not preclude the

construction of new schools near
a high noise or accident potential.

zone or the operation, improve-
ment, or expansion of existing
schools either in, or near, a high
noise or accident potential zone.
The legislation also does not, by
its terms, impose any new civil
liability for the operation or ex-

.pansion of an existing school in
of near high noise or accident *
potential zones. Whether or not”’

the statutes might otherwise af-
fect liability in any particular

situation requires the analysis of -

specific facts and is not ad-
dressed in this formal legal opin-
ion.

The final sentence in the above
quotation, in which Napolitano
leaves open the liability issue,
further corroborates the position
of the four resigning board mem-
bers, all of whom cited concerns
with liability.

These concemns are not without

basis. Resigning member Bob
Koch forwarded to this reporter
an article in the Tucson "Arizona
Daily Star" dated Oct. 15, 1998,
describing the crash of a military
jet on Oct. 26, 1978.

The article described the expe-
rience of Capt. Frederick L.
Ashler as he came close to the

conclusion of an uneventful flight

from Tinker Air Force Base in
Oklahoma City, where his plane
had undergone routine mainte-
nance. Atthe edge of’the Davis-
Monthan Air Force Buse runway,
he heard popping, similar to a car

wi.thout a muffler.
Ashler aimed his plane toward
a football field. The plane was

“on a path to hit the field-when it

banked and hit on a crowded
street. It setafire a string of
parked and moving cars. Ashler
had already ejected. ,

The plummeting jet narrowly
missed a nearby junior high
school which was close to the
Air Force Base runway. But the
crash killed two sisters who were
parking their car. They were
burned beyond recognition.

Five people were hurt when
the military jet plummeted to the
ground, close to the school wl’uch
was in session.

The crash prompted a review
and generated a policy to reduce
military overflights of Tucson.

This is the fear of the resigning
board members.

Meanwhile, the Dysart school
system is immobilized, unable to
proceed on making significant
decisions because there exists
only one remaining board mem-
ber.

District employees are not be-
ing paid, no budget has been
passed, and decisions regarding
the construction of the new ele-
mentary school, Countryside,
have not been made. The school,
scheduled for opening in August
2002, may be delayed.

Countryside School will be
built on a site originally banned
by the State Facilities Board.
Napolitano's opinion would now
allow for constructlon on that
site.

The SFB's reversal of its origi-
nal decision was based upon the
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parents

say school board

unrepresentative
Ward system urged for diversity

By Lori Baker
The Arizona Republic

EL MIRAGE — Jim Sl.wnhovd
is so disenchanted with the
Dysart Unified School District
that he pulled his daughters out
of Kingswood Elementary School

is school year.
thlﬁ:g ups.):et with the school
board, not the teachers.

“Parents are displeased be-
cause we don’t have a voice with
the Dysart board,” said Skon-
hovd, whose 6- and 9-year-old
daughters now attend a charter
school, Paradise Education Cen-
ter in Surprise. “They let us lal}c.
at board meetings, but they don’t
listen.” )

With Sun City West residents
controlling the board, Skonhovd
said, diversity is not represented.

Things would be better if
Dysart had a ward system for
electing board members, he said.
Dysart would have board mem-
bers elected from each of five

eographical wards.
¢ Aglthgugh Dysart tried unsuc-
cessfully to implement a ward
system in 1996, the idea is being
debated again.

Duringg the November 1996
ward election, three board mem-

— DYSART, from Page 1

- petsede state law.

“A whole community of peo-
ple have been alienated from this
process,” Eickmann said. “Race
is a factor in this.” '

About three-fourths of Dysart’s
residents are minority. Dysart
now has an all-Anglo board.

Current board members from
Sun City West have repeatedly
said that they represent all Dy-
sart residents from all ethnic
backgrounds. This year, the
board twice passed resolutions
supporting the idea of increasing
minority representation on the
board, but nothing concrete was
done about it.

Board member Rose Parker
said she wants to consider al-
ternative election methods be-
cause she believes it’s important
to have minorities and parents
represented on the board.

“It was very disturbing to me
that there were no minority
candidates for the board election
(on Tuesday),” Parker said. “I
wish there were a way to get
people more involved.”

Parker and three other Dysart
board members live in the Sun
City West expansion area. They
don’t have children or grand-
children in the district.

Nancy Harrower, a Sun City

bers were elected. But Citizens
for Tax Equity, a group of Sun
City West residents, successfully
challenged the ward system in
court. Subsequently, four Sun
City West residents were elected
to the board. )

At last week’s board meeting,
Dysart board member Mitch
Eickmann said he’d like to see
the ward system re_surrected.
Several parents, including Skon-
hovd, spoke in favor.

Skonhovd said he attends
board meetings because his
youngest daughter is a pre-

schooler at Kingswood a_nd he
hopes that the unrest in the
district will be settled so hIS‘
older daughters can return.
Eickmann said he wants Dysart
officials to push for a change in
state law to allow a ward system.
Dysart’s  lawyers recently
drafted a bill and submitted it to
Gov. Jane Hull to consider for
the 1999 legislative session.
Eickmann also suggests asking
the U.S. Department of Justice to
impose a ward system as a
requirement to protect minority
voting rights. That would su-

— Please see DYSART, Page 3

West = expansion area resident,
was re-elected - to a four-year
term Tuesday. Election officials
have not yet announced which of
the three write-in candidates won
the second board seat now held
by Eickmann. They hope to do so
by Tuesday. One candidate is
from Sun City West and does not
have children in the district, and
the other two are Surprise par-
ents. ML
“Under the current circum-
stances, only’ one community of
interest will have meaningful
representation on the board for at
least three more ' years,” said
Eickmann, who has children in
the district. “The obvious inequi-
ty of this situation goes without
saying and is likely to be
exacerbated by continued growth
within Dysart.”

Three Dysart board members
who ‘had been elected to repre-
sent wards in November 1996
were ordered by a Superior Court
judge to run for election again as
at-large candidates.

One board member, Richard
McComb, who is Surprise city
manager, decided not to run.
Rachel Villanueva and Mary
Johnson lost their re-election bid
in a November 1997 special
election, and Sun City West
expansion area residents Bob
Koch, Eleanor R. Nelson and
Parker won. Harrower won a seat

during a recall election in Marcl&\_
and captured a four-year term|
Tuesday.

Koch, who is board president,
said he welcomes proposals from
the community about how a ward
system should work and what the
district should do to get it
implemented.

He said the proposals would be
reviewed by Dysart’s lawyer, Don
Peters. ‘

Villanueva said the community
trusts neither the board members
nor Peters because they were
involved in getting the old ward
system thrown out.

However, she said she believes
that the board should appoint a
committee of community mem-
bers to form proposals for a ward
system. '

Mary Izaguirre, a parent of
two Dysart district students and
an El Mirage school secretary,
said she doesn’t understand why
there would be a problem with
school districts having ward
systems. After all, she said, the
state and some cities are divided
into districts for electing repre-
sentatives.

“Having equal representation
would be better,” Izaguirre said.
“People from different areas
could work together.”

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-7120
or at lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail.



VF DY SART

Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz.

Wednesday, Feb. 3, 1999

Sun Citians
support schools

Donate $196,000
to Dysart district

By KIM ANTONIOU
DAILY NEWS-SUN

Sun Citians take care of their own,
and the Dysart Unified School Dis-
trict has the bank statements to
prove it.

Out of 1,155 tax credit donations
paid to Dysart, a whopping 980 came
from the pockets of neighboring Sun
City and Sun City West residents,
totaling 86 percent — or $196,000 —
of the $230,345 taken in by the dis-
trict.

Superintendent Margo Seck re-
leased the numbers at Tuesday’s
governing board meeting.

Broken down, the tax credit money
provided $110,380 for programs at
Dysart High School, $37,400 for EI
Mirage Elementary, $36,905 for
Dysart Middle School, $24,010 for
Surprise Elementary, $11,000 for
Kingswood Elementary and $10,650
for Luke Elementary. The funding
equates to roughly $42 per student.

Seck was pleased. “After all calcu-
lations are completed, Dysart will
have the highest average in Ari-
zona,”’ she said.

“I think this is important for the
community to know about, because
seniors have been dragged through
the mud around here lately,” board

member _Eleanor Nelson said after
the meeting, referring to comments

parents in the district have made
regarding seniors’ reluctance to
spend money on education.

In another financial matter, the
board gave the district the nod to
submit an application for the second
phase of Students FIRST funding.
The-district will present information
on enrollment forecasts, available
local funds and new construction
plans — which include proposed
purchases of school sites and new
construction for an elementary
school at Greenway and Reems
roads, as well as additions at El
Mirage and Surprise elementaries.

“We think we have enough data ...
to ask for additions at those two
schools,” logistical planner Thomas
Murphy said. “Also, we are qualified
to ask for a new school, and we
intend to do so.” The application
deadline is Friday, Murphy said.

Is it possible for a district that
drew more than $200,000 in tax
credits to raise enough money to
build a new school without calling
for a bond?

It's never happened before in Ari-
zona, but Dysart Superintendent

Margo Seck says yes. That is Seck’s
vision for Legacy School, a preschool
for 3-, 4- and 5-year-olds in the
Dysart Unified School District.

“There are a lot of grant monies
out there,” Seck told the governing
board and audience of roughly 50
people at Tuesday’s meeting. “This
won't cost the board anything; it's
based on donations. Basically, it's
built upon whatever the public wants
to give.”

Citing the successful six-week
drive for tax credits, Seck suggested
that funds to help build the school
might also come from donations from
the Sun Cities, the Northwest Valley
and developers.

“1 don’t care whether people do-
nate one, two, three, four dollars,
$5,000, $10,000,” Seck said after the
meeting. “They can buy a door for
the school, buy a brick And I think
we'll get this done. But it'll take
time.”

Money isn't the only resource
needed to build the new school, Seck
noted. “I'd like to bring in retirees —
architects, engineers — to help with
the planning,” she said. “We can
accomplish a lot if we put our heads
together.”

Right now, Seck has “no idea” how
many students Legacy School may
accommodate, how much money it
may require, or how long 1t may take
to build.

“We'll probably build it in seg-
ments as funding becomes avail-
able,” she said. “I'm not worried
about details right now; I just think
we need to rally around a cause for
the kids.”

The superintendent — formerly an
administrator in the wealthier Par-
adise Valley district — conceded her
time at Dysart has changed her ap-
proach to education. “There have to
be advocates for districts like
Dysart,” she said.

“They don’t have the same chances
other districts do.

“When I was in a wealthier dis-
trict, I didn’t know Dysart had prob-
lems. But when decisions come down
to ‘Are you going to buy computers,
or fix the roof?’ ... you know it's time
to do something. And I think all
children should have the same oOp-
portunities.”

Seck believes the time is right to
push for Legacy School.

“perceptions of the district have
changed, and perception is reality,”
she said. “If this happens, it’'ll be the
first time in the state. It'll draw
attention to the Northwest Valley,
and that's what I'm after.”

SCHOOL DISTRICT
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No Dysart
parents on -

SChOOIbOaI'd '

By Lori Baker
The Arizona Republic

With voters’ blessing, the Dysart Unified

School District bo_ard
entirely of Sun City

'will be composed
West expansion-area

residents who don’t have children at district'i

schools.

Len Guy, a retired business executive, will

be the final person to join

the five-member

board. Guy was elected as write-in candidate -

with 1,397 votes. ‘Results
- Thursday by county officials. ',

were relpascd on

i Donna Hartell, .
Guy bested Surprise parents
a construction company project manager who |

received 65 write-in  votes,

and Dennis |

Rochler, a Paradise Valley Unified School

District maintenance §qpewiz;‘9;\;f1}o ‘

581 write-in votes. ' ¢

Roehler, the father of two pmgchqqlers, smd }

he plans to run again in 2000
“I hope
truly looking out for | y be
be keeping our eyes on them.” ~"
Hartell, who was the

t the members of the board are |
e the kids,” he sald. “Wwe'll ‘

first of the three to -

become a write-in candidate,  called for the

 resignation of the
elected to the board.

five Sun City West residents :

«Just because you hate the fact that families '

are moving in around you and

you_can’t -

control it doesn’t mean that you have the ngh: +

to decide what

— 'Please see N PARENTS, Page

education that our ki
get,” Hartell said in a prepared ‘stateme;n:t. 7

ds wil

x

/b é

——_HO m from }lhz;ej ‘

She said she would work toward
getting the district’s election system
+ switched from an at-large system to a
ward system to make it easier for
parents to be elected to the board.
Nancy Harrower, a certified legal

assistant and a Sun City West resi- -

dent, had won re-election during the
Nov. 3 election. She was: the only
candidate to have her name on the
ballot, which listed two open seats.
The Rev. Mitch Eickmann, a father of
Dysart students and who has served
for four years, di? not seek another
term. £

Harrower joined the board in
March after capturing a seat during a
recall election against longtime board
member Pamela Justice, whose term
would have expired in December.

Eickmann said he is saddened that
a parent didn't win a seat on the
board. 7

“It's a real sorry state when a
parent doesn’t have a chance to say
anything about their child’s educa-
tion,” he said. '

He blasted the Citizens for Tax
Equity, a group of Sun City West
expansion-area residents, for endors-
ing a Sun City West resident rather
than allowing the two parents to
compete for a seat.

CTE President Ron Fernandez said
he believed that Guy's . business
knowledge would be an asset to
Dysart. Guy is the fifth board
member CTE had endorsed.

Guy and Harrower will begin their
four-year terms in January.

Board President Robert Koch and
members Rose Parker and Eleanor R.
Nelson, all of Sun City West, were
elected during a special election in
November 1997 to terms that expire
in December 2000. The court-ordered
election was held because a Maricopa
County Superior Court judge had
ruled that Dysart’s ward system for
electing board members was un-
constitutional. ‘

Three board members elected in
November 1996 were told to seek
election again or step down from their
seats. Richard McComb did not seek
re-election, while Rachel Villanueva

and Mary Johnson unsuccessfully

tried to keep their seats. ‘

CTE had challenged the ward
system and sought the recall of
Justice. The group, however, was
unsuccessful in its attempt to de-
annex the Sun City West expansion
area, Sun Village in Surprise and a
portion of Youngtown from the Dy-
sart district. ‘

Nelson said she was disappointed
that a parent didn’t win a seat on the
board. However, she said she didn't
believe that Hartell or Roehler had
the right qualifications for the job.

“Just because we don’t have par-
ents on the board doesn't mean that
we don’t know what is best for the
children,” she said. “In the last year
since the seniors took over, it has
been evident that we have the chil-
dren’s welfare at heart.”

Nelson pointed to the discovery
earlier this year that the district had
about $1.8 million in unused funds;
the restoration of several student

programs in the fall; and getting a
new district administration in place.
She said board members will get
parents’ perspective about the district
through site council members at the
schools, comments made at board

“meetings and members of the ad hoc

financial review committee. Roehler
is on the financial panel.

Koch said he doesn’t think the .
absence of a parent from the board
will make a difference.

“l don’t want to downgrade par-
ents, but parents tend to have a
narrow view of what’s going on,” he
said. “The number one issue for the
district is to make it run efficiently
and bring us into the modern era with
technology.”

Guy, who has 31 years’ experience
with a Fortune 500 company, said he
believes his business expertise will
help improve the district’s efficiency.
He said wants to encourage residents
to participate in the tax-credit pro-
gram through which they would give
up to $200 to Dysart for extracurric-
ular programs and receive a $200 tax
credit on their state income tax.

Harrower, too, would like to see
the district look for innovative ways
to do its business. She also is working
with classified employees to review
their job descriptions and salaries.

Raising student test scores is vital,
she said.

“Anybody who really cares about
the children have to be concerned
about the test scores, because it
reflects directly on what the children
are learning,” Harrower said.
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New group plans .,

Dysart takeover

Recall drive targets
SC West school

board members

By KATY BORNHOFEN
Independent Newspapers

A new faction in the contentious
Dysart Unified School District is
preparing to take over the board.

A group of Sun Cities, Peoria
and Surprise residents calling them-
selves Citizens for Education
Equity — varying the name of a
group that previously tried to dean-
nex from the district and four of
whose members presently coftrol
the school board — began meeting
May 14 to plot a strategy to retake
control of the school board.

Those who attended the first
meeting indicated they should
recall most, if not all, of the four
Citizens for Tax Equity-sponsored
school board members: President
Robert Koch, Rose Parker, Eleanor
R. Nelson and Nancy Harrower.

All four board members live in
Sun City West.

Three were elected to the board
in November. Mrs. Harrower won
her seat March 10 when 13-year

board member Pam Justice was -

recalled.

29

[ can't see into
someone’s heart. All I
can see is their behav-

ior. The behavior of _
the current school

board concerns me.

The Rev. Walter Wieder
Minister, Unitarian Universalist
Church of the Sun Cities, and a

‘- member of & new group looking to .,

recall four Sun City West residents ™
who control the Dysart School

Board. . i
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“I can’t see into someone’s
heart,” said the Rev. Walter
Wieder. “All I can see is their
behavior. The behavior of the cur-
rent school board concerns me.”

Mr. Wieder is minister of .
Unitarian Universalist Church of
the Sun Cities, which is planning to
build a church near the West Valley
Art Museum in Surprise. Because
the church will be in the communi-

ty, he said he believes he has a
stake in what happens at Dysart
even though he does not represent
the church when participating in
political activities.

Mr. Wieder said the four board
members CEE is targeting are more
concerned with achieving goals laid
out by the Sun City West organiza-
tion.

“They remain tied to CTE, which

has steadfastly refused to sit down
with other stakeholders,” Mr.
Wieder said. “They are committed
to playing hardball politics.”

Mr. Wieder has admonished
school board members at meetings,
most recently to oppose their mov-
ing public comment to the end of
the agenda.

“They really don’t want input
from the community. The only
input they'll take is input that is
shoved down their throat,” he said.

Richard Snyder, another vocal
CTE opponent, was named treasur-
er for a political action committee
the new group plans to form. Don

Dunn was named chairman.
Organizations filing for PAC status
must specify those two offices.
Forming a PAC will allow the

group to raise money for their pro-

posed recall effort, as well as the
November board election.

“Do we have the energy to field
any candidates? If so, how many?
Who?" Mr. Wieder asked. “I clear-
ly want to avoid a generational
conflict. ... It's not old people
against young people.”

Former board member Rachel
Villanueva added, “I feel there's a
lot of qualified retirees who could
do a better job than the people who
are there.”

The Rev. Mitchell Eickmann, the
fifth school board member who has
opposed many of the other four
members’ actions, also attended the
CEE meeting,. :

“I think we need to have a bal-
ance of people on the board,” he
said.

There are no Hispanics on the
board, although the district is 70
percent Hispanic. A ward system
designed to encourage minority
participation was thrown out by a
judge after CTE successfully chal-
lenged its legality.

Mr. Eickmann’s term, along with
Mrs. Harrower’s, will expire in -
November. CEE members were
undecided who would be the target

_ of a recall. Board members must be

in office for six months before a
¢ recall against them can be filed.
- The six-month point for Mr. Koch,

Mrs. Nelson and Mrs. Parker was

May. 15 — the day after CEE’s

meeting, said Mrs. Justice.

Mrs. Justice criticized the three
board members for limiting their
focus to Dysart’s financial matters.
She said when she was still on the
board, Mr. Koch mentioned he did
not know state law specifies school
board members’ job descriptions,
which include responsibility for
curriculum and programs. He said
he was just a “numbers man,” Mrs,
Justice said.

Mr. Koch refused to comment on
Mrs. Justice's allegation.

Mr. Eickmann agreed, saying
board members have repeatedly
told the public they found at least
$1 million in unallocated district
funds.

“The whole purpose of this
mythical million dollars has been to
discredit the administration — the
minorities and Anglos alike,” Mr.
Eickmann said.

“The reality is, we don’t have the
capital to deal with the capital
needs. We don’t have the M&O

_(r_nainlenance and operations) to

deal with the M&O needs. ... The
only way we can be restored to
anywhere near ground zero js —
son of a gun — an override.

The board members who are
currently present are not responsi-
ble for money that is there. ... They
are responsible for zero dollars and
zero cents of it,” he said.

. szgns for Educational Equity '.
is forming a search committee to
look for board candidates,

Editor’s note: Katy Bornhofen is

" editor of the Surprise Independent.
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Dysart’s extra cash took

too long to

Arizona,

with 7§—béfcénl. of its

-

took 10 months to find out a

find, critics say

bout
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because the programs had been
canceled.

Valencia, who has played since
third grade, is hopeful that band
will be among the programs re-
stored, and he’s already signed up
for the class.

He was happy to find out that
money is available but he’s con-
cerned about the misrepresentation
of the district’s financial situation
during the past school year.

“I'm not looking at who to blame
but who is going lo rescue the

s said Valencia, who this year
has attended most board meetings as
the high school’s representative.

It took nearly the entire school
year to find out the district’s true
financial situation. A change in
business managers and an almost

students qualifying for free or

reduced-price lunches. .
The Sun City West expansion
area is considered middle class with
a predominantly Anglo population.
Former board member Pamela
Justice, who was recalled in March
after 12 years on the board, said she
doesn't buy Hammond's explanations.
“The district couldn’t have been
in such a financial condition that it

this money,” Justice said. ‘It
bizarre.”

Mary lzaguirre, a Dysart parent
who works in the district, said she
wants the finger-pointing to stop.

“| want to concentrate on the
future and how the money will be

spent to help kids,” Izaguirre said.

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-7120 or
at lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail.
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Hammond said.that he has spent
the past several
problems in the district’s financial
reporting system and that he could
not present information sooner to
the board.

students from Luke Air Force Base,

months  fixing

district, which serves 4,300

entirely new school board triggered

the financial investigation.

In February, business manager
David Hammond told the board he
had uncovered about $1 million in
unallocated money in the budget.
else might be
found, the board hired Coopers &

Wondering what

Lybrand to do an audit.

On Thursday, the accounting firm
showed the board that $1.9 million

was available to spend.

Surprise and El Mirage, began
taking a closer look at the finances
at the urging of three new Dysart
board members, all Sun City West
expansion-area residents, who were
elected in November. A fourth Sun
City West expansion-area resident
was elected in March during a recall
election.

“It bothers me that the children
were led to believe that we (senior
citizenis) were at fault,” said board
president Bob Koch, one of the Sun

The money includes funds carried
over from the previous year, dona-
tions, building rental income, in-
creased state funding because of
new students, money no longer
needed to pay legal expenses and
money unspent because employees
were not hired as planned.

Robert > Sampieri, a Coopers &
Lybrand auditor, said it's unusual for
a school district to be unaware of its
financial situation this late in the
school year.

“It's a pleasant surprise that it
went in a positive direction,” Sam-
pieri said. “Often districts that don’t
have a handle on their budget have
financial problems.” -,

The found money is a surprise,
yes, but not as pleasant as it could
have been, board members said. A
lot of hard feelings could have been
avoided if they had received regular
financial reports as in previous
years. The information might have
allowed them to restore cut pro-
grams, they said.

Board members will meet at
3 p.m. Friday to decide which pro-
grams could be reinstated for the
next school year as well as giving
employees raises, hiring more staff
and making building repairs.

Board member Mitch Eickmann,
who has served for three years,
blamed Hammond for why board
members weren't aware of district’s
finances this year.

“There were opportunities 1o
amend our budget in September and
December but no information was
given to the board about that from
the business manager,” Eickmann
said. ' Wt

City West residents.

He said he also was concerned
about the racial tensions that have
occurred among students, parents
and board members.

Seventy-five percent of Dysart
students are minorities. Dysart is
one of the poorest districts in

DYSART UNIFIED

SCHOOL DISTRICT.
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Dysart audit compounds confusion

Errors, oversights cloud fiscal picture

By JANICE TARLETON
Staff writer

. When it comes to finances

| in the Dysart Unified School
District, answers don't come
easy.

It seems even the profes-
sionals are having a hard time
with it. !

An audit of the 1996-97
~budget, conducted by the
| Scottsdale firm Cronstrom and
| Trbovich and delivered to
| Dysart Business Manager
| David Hammond on Monday,

shows that more than $2.8
million remained in the bud-
get at the end of the last fiscal
year.

But Hammond, after re-
viewing just one budget com-
ponent, Debt Service,' has al-

ready found a substantial er-

ror. Listed .at $496 164 in the
audit, if”should "actually ‘be
about $270,000. “They’ve ~al-
ready admitted to this one,”
said Hammond, who hasnt
had time for an in-depth re-
view.

The errot

r

amounted to a

difference in the way mterest
on bonds was calculated. “It,
was just an oversight. I missed
it and he missed it,” said,
Sandy Cronstrom, a partner i in,
the firm.

“There’s money left in the
budgef, but not $3 million.
Hopefilly, I'll- be able to ex--
plain it,” she said.

-The firm, in the third yeari
of a five-year contract to con-*&
duct the state-required audit;
will present its findings to theql
board at Tuesday night’s reg-&*i
ular meetmg

‘m

= _i-

'Dysart business manager

mired in bookkeeping maze

“The state of the distriet’s
books is such that any exam-
ination is more complicated
than anyone anticipated,” said
Board President Robert Koch.

To Bill Nelson, who pre-
sented a report on Dysart’s
finances at a Tuesday night
meeting of Citizens for Tax
Equity, one thing is clear:
sports, music and other stu-
dent programs did not need to
be cut last year.

CTE is a Sun City West ex-
pansion group that failed in
an attempt to deannex from
the district, but succeeded in
electing four members to the
school board. Nelson’'s wife,

Eleanor, is one of them.

“My message is that all the
evidence indicates that this
money was there and they (the
previous board members) had
to know,” he said.

It’s generally agreed that
money remains available for
spending in this year’s budget,
but exactly how much is still
unclear. In late March the
board voted to spend up to
$29,500 to hire Phoenix-based
accounting firm Coopers &
Lybrand to examine the dis-
trict’s finances and clear up
the questions. Estimated to
take two weeks, the company

<4 From A1
|
|

In a letter received April 24,
State Director of School Fi-

nance Richard Wiggall in-

formed the distriet of a
$21,841 overdraft in the 1996-
97 Maintenance and Operation
budget, as well as adjustments
of $220,000 to the capital

‘budget limit. Again, Hammond

disagrees with several of the
figures.

“We spent a half day yes-

terday (Wednesday) going over
the entire thing with them,”
he said. “I keep going back-
wards trying to get stuff
fixed.”

Meanwhile, board members
met Thursday afternoon to
begin work on the 1998-99
budget, though the district’s
financial situation remains
elusive and the state Legisla-
ture has yet to approve a
budget, which includes fund-
ing for schools.

delayed the review to take

care of more pressing busi-
ness, but will resume on
Monday, Hammond said.
Hammond, who joined the
district last- July, uncovered
some of the discrepancies af-
ter analyzing each one of the
district’s 5,000 accounts.

While he’s trying to prepare
a budget readoption for this
year, he’s been busy answer-
ing questions from, well, just
about everyone, including
staff, the board, district pa-i
trons, the media, auditors and, !
this week, the state Depart-
ment of Education.

» See Dysart business, A5
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Justice received a standing ovafion at the

call truce

for Dysart f

Big decisions ahead
for board, members say

By Lori Baker
The Arizona Republic

Senior citizens and Dysart Unified School
District parents and staff called for a truce in
the bickering over the school district’s
operations.

The message repeated over and over by
speakers at last week’s board meeting was:
Leave the past in the past and focus now on
helping children get a good education.

De-annexation was defeated at the polls
on March 10, and Sun City West resident
Nancy Harrower, a certified legal assistant,
was elected to serve the rest of the board
term that ends Dec. 31. Pamela Justice, who
had served 12 years on the Dysart board,

board meeting after several people thanked
her for her service to the district.

Harrower joins a board that includes three
Sun City West residents who were elected in
November to serve terms through Dec. 31,
2000. The fifth member, the Rev. Mitch
Eickmann, who has served three years, is the
only one with children in the district.

Board members have many decisions to
make in the next few weeks.

“We all have to come together and trust
one another,” board member Rose Parker
said. “We need to get Dysart back on its
feet. 1 want to improve everything. I know it
won’t happen overnight.”

Parker suggested that board members
have a series of meetings with Superintend-
ent Jesus de la Garza and other administra-
tors to discuss the district’s operations and
the chailenges facing the board.

De la Garza said he welcomed the
opportunity to work with interested parties

" on how the communities can work together

toward common goals.

“It's a time for healingand it is a time to
come together,” de la Garza said.

In addition, Elias “Buster™Estrada, presi-

— Please see' DYSART, Page 3

was recalled by voters.

L —

Dysart opponents urge
truce, work on problems

— DYSART, from Page 1

dent of the Dysart Education Associ-
ation, made a plea to the senior
citizens in attendance to help Dysart.

“Let the past be the past. We all
need to work together to make this a
great district,” Estrada said.

The uncertainty of the district’s
financial situation is one of the most
pressing matters facing the board.
Board members agreed to spend up
to $30,000 to hire a financial consult-
ant to determine how much money is
available to the district, but a bid has
not been awarded.

Dysart business manager David
Hammond estimated that about
$1 million may be available in this
vear's budget, but board members
want to verify his information.

“Things are up in the air until we
know what money we have,” Eick-
mann said. “We should have been
given this information much earlier in
the school year.”

Eickmann said he's pleased that
the other board members said they
want to work together for the better-
ment of the district. But he said he is
cautious about the future because the
board members were associated with
Citizens for Tax Equity, a group of

Sun City West expansion area resi-
dents who helped defeat repeated
override and bond proposals.

“Their (board members) actions
will speak for themselves,” he said.

Board members last week au-
thorized administrators to reopen
“meet-and-confer” negotiations with
the Dysart Education Association to
consider giving teachers raises and
bonuses for professional growth for
the current school year if additional
funds are available.

In addition, board members ap-
proved scheduling meet-and-confer
sessions between administrators and
teachers’ union representatives to
discuss employee salaries for the next
school year. Board members are
scheduled to vote on an agreement
with teachers before April 15, the
deadline for offering contracts to
district employees for the next school
year.

Board members have not begun
discussing the budget for the 1998-99
fiscal year, which starts July 1. They
are likely to talk about whether they
can restore some of the programs that
had been cut this school year in-
cluding athletics, art, music and
physical education.

Another issue is whether to extend

de la Garza's contract by one year
beyond the current expiration of July
1, 2000. Board members are now
evaluating the superintendent.

The district’s future growth is a
long-term issue. Surprise has several
residential developmenis under con-
struction or planned that are expected
to add hundreds of students to
Dysart.

How the district should get ready
for the expected growth has yet to be
determined by board members. The
district has no bond money available
to construct new schools.

While some developers plan to
donate land to the district, adminis-
trators are concerned that the sites are
not large enough or are in bad
locations for schools.

Additionally, the state Legislature
is considering new school funding
that would give schools like Dysart
money for construction. Also, some
Dysart board members want to con-
tinue pushing Surprise to levy impact
fees on developers to help pay for
school construction even though Sur-
prise officials have said they cannot
legally do that.

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-7120 or at
lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail.
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Dysart vote
doesn’t
end split

De-annexation backers
vow to find new plan

By Lori Baker ‘
The Arizona Republic

EL MIRAGE — With de-annexation’s
defeat, Citizens for Tax Equity' leaders
say they will ' focus on improving: the
efficiency of the Dysart -Unified School
District,

“We're disap-
ElEG'"UN pointed: with the Vvote,

but we plan to work

( within the parameters

T * the ‘voters have given

us,” said Ron Fernan-

dez, president of the

group, which has Jed
R defeat over-
ride and bond proposals in recent years.

“We will find cost-effective measures
to streamline the overhead of the school
district while’ giving " the children the
programs they need to achieve a proper
education,” he said. “It's always ' been
about the welfare of the children and tax
equity.” i ;

Voters on Tuesday rejected a proposal
by the tax group to allow' most of the
Sun City West expansion area, Sun
Village in Surprise and 18 Youngtown
homes to no longer be part of the district
and no longer be obligated to pay Dysart :
primary property taxes. '

Approval * required a majority vote
among people in ‘the areas targeted for
de-annexation and voters in'the rest of
the district, "According ‘to unofficial
results, among people in the de-annex-
ation .areas, the vote was 2,059 to 306 in
favor of de-annexing; in, the rest of the
district, the vote ' was 2,327 to 127
against. : i

The Rey, Mitchell Eickmann, one of
only two members of . the five-member
Dysart schoo] board who wanted to keep

the retirement community in the district,

“I have a harq time believing that
since they've lost this _election that
they're going to aj] the sudden change
their feelings about the school district,”
Eickmann Tsaid " «| think they wij|
definitely make some, vindictive moves
against the district because they didn’t
get their way in the vote,” ;

Eleanor R, Nelson, one of the board
members from Sun City West, said |
Eickmann is wrong,

“When we were elected in November,
he said the same thing, that we would
sabotage the district. ~ We . have no oy
intention of doing that,”. she said. “We
will continue to work for the-welfare of
the children,” :

The three . board members, for ey.
ample, prodded district officials into
delving into the budget, and that resulted
in the discovery. of §] million in unallo-
cated money for the current fiscal year,

“We have already discovered money

— Please sec DYSART, Page 4
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in district coffers that the distrct
could have spent for children’s
programs that were cul this year,”
Nelson said.

Rose Parker and Robert Koch,
also Sun City West residents who
cerve on the board. were unavaii-
able for comment

The tax tug of war has captured
national attention as a battle pitting
sentor citizens against children

Retirees say they are upsel that
thev are being labeled as child
haters and say they just want fax
equity

Residents of the ornginal Sun
City West, which was de-annexed
from Dysart in 1981, pay a lax rate
of $2.20 per $100 valuauon be-
cause they live outside a school
district. and their money goes 10
the state’s general fund. Residents
of the Dysart district pay a tax rate
of $6.92.

Dysart voters also sent a mes-
sage to the retirees by supporting
Pamela Justice, a 12-year Dysart
board veteran, to remain on the
board. She was the subject of a
recall attempt by the tax group
The unofficial vote tally was 2.493
votes for Justice and 2.267
for Nancy Harrower.
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Wesl resident

Justice, who is president of the
Arizona School Boards Associa-
tion. said she is happy that the
majority of voters supported her
and 1s grateful for the help she’s
received on her campaign, -
cluding from senior ciizens.

“I'm glad I can be on the board
to represent the parents and chil-
dren in the distnict and bring the
focus back on kids and away from
the pocketbook issues,” Justice
said.

Bill Lipscomb of Surprise. who
supported Justice, said he 1s re-
lieved that she retained her seat

“1t would have been a ternble
loss to have seen Pam rermoved
from office,” he said. “Here 1s a
person with over 13 years’ active
experience with school business
and with the political savvy to help
influence our state legislators and
other agencies n dealing with
educational and school affairs for
the benefit of the Dysart School
Distrct.”

Dick Daniels of Sun City West
said he was disappointed that
Justice kept her seat.

“It only shows allegiance, not
trust.” Daniels said. “Incompetents
invariably make trouble for people
other than themselves.”

66

I'm glad [ can be on the
board to represent the
parents and children in the
district and bring the focus
back on kids and away from
the pocketbook issues.

PamELA JUSTICE
SURVIVOR OF A RECALL ATTEMPT

Justice and Eickmann’s board
seats will be up for re-election in
the November general election

The three members from Sun
City West remain in control of the
five-member board. 1f the de-

annexation proposal had been ap-
proved, they would have stepped
down on June 30, when the new
boundaries would have taken ef-

tect

Srudents and parents are won
dering whether any bond or over-
ride proposals will be brought
before the voters while the retirecs
serve their terms through Dec 3.
2000, The three board members,
who were elected during a court-
ordered election in  November,
were former members of the tax
gl'lﬂlp

There also are concerns about
Superintendent Jesus de la Garza's
contract; the board 1s considering
whether 10 extend it by another
year

De la Garza has been crincized
concerning the distriet’s financial
situation.

The district cut $779,000 worth
of programs this school year.
including art, music and physical
education, after an overnde farled
in May. After the recent discovery

of $1 mithion 1n funds. the

hired a cor
much 15 ava

Another
i1s how
arowth
4.200
Surprise,
Waddell
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Dysart
funds spur
bickering

Almost $1 million -
unspent, avaﬂable

By Lori Baker
The Arizona Republic

While Dysart students have held
carwashes and sold candy to raise
money for their struggling schools,
a closer look at the district’s
finances shows nearly $1 million in
unspent funds.

Parents and children blaged sen-
ior citizens for the loss of $779,000
in programs, including art, music
and gym classes, because Sun City
West  expansion-area  residents
helped defeat a 1997 override.
District officials now say that they
likely wouldn’t have made all the
cuts if they knew that funds would
have been available.

The school board learned of
$313,350 in unspent funds two
weeks ago;
revealed about $600,000 more. The
district, which serves students from
Luke Air Force Base, Surprise and

— Please sec 'FOUND MONEY, Page A7

further digging has

* %k “

“Found money’ causes controversy

;. 'muuu MONEY, from Page Al

El Mirage, began taking a closer
look at the finances at the urging of
three new Dysart board members,
all Sun City West residents.

“The parents have blamed the
seniors from the beginning for the
loss of the programs and convinced
their children of it, and now it’s
obvious that the seniors are not
responsible,” said Eleanor R. Nel-

“son, one of three Sun City West

residents elected to the board in
November.
Dysart Superintendent Jesus de la

" Garza is accepting responsibility for

the budget problems. But he said he
wasn'’t aware of the available money
until recently. The oversight was, in
part, because of a change in busi-
ness managers July 1, he said.

“These things are difficult to
keep track of,” de la Garza said. “It
is disappointing, embarrassing and
difficult to accept.”

Assistant supermtendent Margo
Seck said she “forgot”™ about
$201,000 in funds set aside to pay
litigation costs for pending cases in

March 1997. The cases have been
closed, and it's estimated that
$130,000 to $140,000 of the money
is left.

“l made a mistake. I'm part of
the administrative team, and we
need to know what’s available,”
Seck said.

But Mitch Eickmann, who has
been on the board for three years,
said he thinks people are wrongly
jumping to the conclusion that
hundreds of thousands of dollars are
available to spend. A large portion
of the money is needed to fill
vacant positions, pay promised
raises to employees or to handle
emergencies, he said.

“The perception is that the dis-
trict is either very incompetent or
there is a more sinister reason why
this money 1is there,” Eickmann
said. “We have people changing
their stories, and we don’t have the
facts. We don’t know how much
money is available free and clear.”

Bill Lipscomb, a parent of Dysart
students, said he's baffled by the
“found money.”

“It’s great that this money has

been identified, but it reflects upon
the fact that the system is broken,”
he said.

Announcements of the available
money has been trickling in.

In January, it was discovered that
567,000 was available in a fund
from money raised from renting
district facilities. Board members
decided to use that money to hire
four physical education teachers for
elementary schools for the remain-
der of the school year. Only one has
been hired so far.

At the Feb. 10 board meeting, it
was disclosed that $313,350 was

- available in this year’s budget be-

cause of increased state revenue and
budget cuts the district made.

Last week, de la Garza said there
was an additional $200,000 avail-
able because the district has been
unable to hire special education
teachers to fill vacancies and be-
cause new employees were hired at
lower salaries than their predeces-
SOrs. -

Tuesday night, business manager
David Hammond said the district
has $258.000 carried over from last

vear’s budget, plus $26,000 in
donations that haven’t been ear-
marked.

Board members degided to hire a
financial consultant to determine
how much money is unallocated.
They also decided to spend
$100,000 to make needed repa:rs to
school buildings this year.

The board also will negotiate
with teachers about the possibility
of giving teachers raises.

Elias “Buster” Estrada, president
of the Dysart Unified Education
Association, said teachers did not
receive raises for professional
growth and a one-third step in-
crement that was promised to them,
costing $161,020,

Because of its financial woes, 96
employees — 20 percent of the
staff — left at the end of last school
year. Negative publicity also has
made it hard for Dysart to hire
special education teachers this year,
which accounts for some of the
found money.

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-7120 or
at lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail.
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By JANICE TARLEI‘ON
Staff writer

Dally News-Sun, Sun Clty.‘Aﬂz.

Same story, different year.

Three times in the course of nearly
25 years, residents in Del Webb's
retirement communites, angered by
what they considered to be unfair
school taxation, have rallied to re-
peatedly defeat override and bond
elections in Peoria and Dysart school
districts.

Three times they have managed to
elect three members and take ma-
jority control of those respectlve
school boards.

Twice they have sucessfully dean-
nexed. Sun City and Youngtown
were first in 1974, when, after 17
defeated bond elections, Peoria
school district officials asked them to
leave. Commercial business areas,
which include Sundome Shopping
Plaza and Del Webb's corporate of-
fices, went as well.

Sun City West followed suit in May
1981, though this time a commercial

Seniors

‘anti-kid’

— in the expansion area in

new home he had ever owned
1993.

protest
image

< From A1

PART 2

core bounded generally by Camino
del Sol, Meeker and R.H. Johnson
Boulevard, was left in the Dysart
school district.

On March 10, voters in the Dysart
Unified School District will once
again go to the polls, this time to
decide if the two expansion areas of
Sun City West, Sun Village in Sur-
prise and a sliver of Youngtown may
leave the distriet.

Though he questioned Del
Webb's sales staff about

school

he said they

taxes,
A $25 million bond vote in

admitted his taxes would be
one-third higher than in Sun
March 1995 alerted residents
to the possiblity of taxes going
even higher. Their school tax
rate was three times that of
the original Sun City West and
total property tax was double.
They also realized they were
paying on existing bond debt
and a $1.5 million override

moved into the area the rate
that would not expire for two

. City West, but as more people
would drop.

But this tlme may be differe
“If theg succeed, it will

Dysart board member Pam Justice,
“and that selling point should;bring
out enough voters to keep the'dean-
nexatlon proponents from prevall-
ing.”

Fifty-one percent of the voters'

remaining in the district must vote to
allow the other areas to leave in
order for deannexation to occur.

It also appears that not everyone,
not even the majority of residents in
Sun Village, are behind the efforts.
“The great majority is not for dean-
nexation,” said Gerry Hase, a former
homeowner’s association board
member in the 1,382-home Surprise
community. “The whole situation is
being promoted by a very small, but
vocal group of about eight to 10
families.”

Hase said he and another com-
munity leader personally checked
the deannexation petitions at Sun

their own to the Dysart school

board.
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) Distrust of Dysart’s admin-
istration and board has grown,

with 'accusations made that
iors look bad for defeating the

bond and override elections.
There’s even been talk that it

Garza and board members in-
tentionally made cuts in chil-
dren’s programs to make sen-

Superintendent Jesus de la

is a racial issue.

et

Ridge Recreation Center in Sep—
tember. “The petitions were quite
generic and we were unhappy about
it. If they had said Sun Village at the
top we would have taken them off
the table and tore them up right
then,” he said.

Hase said no formal survey has

. been taken of area residents, but just

by talking and “man on the street”
type interviews, he has narrowed the
deannexation effort down to those
families.

“We've gotten pamted ‘with a
pretty good-sized brush,” said Hase,
adding that the issue has brought
disaccord to the community. “We're
just waiting for the whole stupid
situation to go away,” he said, laying
the blame at the feet of the state
Legislature, which has yet to come
up with an equitable formula for
funding school construction costs.

Indeed, parents have admitted
disliking seniors, seniors have
blamed parents for lack of in-
volvement and failure to vote.

Surpnse Mayor Joan Shafer has
become a vocal opponent of dean-
nexation, liking it to “a cancer” be-
cause it “spreads and kills school
districts,” and refering to those
seehng to avoid paying taxes as

gray-haired old farts.” She found
sponsorshlp for a bill that would
require the $2.20 tax paid into the
general fund by deannexed areas to
the school districts from which they
have withdrawn. She has not, how-
ever, found a sponsor for her bill to
outlaw deannexation.

“We were forced into a corner, put
into a box. Deannexation was the
only move we could make,” said Ron
Fernandez, president of Citizens for
Tax Equity, a formidable Sun City
West group behind the deannexation
movement and the effort to recall
Justice.

“We just want to be in Sun City
West, the area we were meant to be
in,” said Fernandez, who bought a
1,300-square-foot home — the first

» See Seniors protest, A5
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By JEFF OWENS
Staff writer

Dysart Unified School District
Superintendent Jesus de la Garza's
voice trembled a little as he ad-

" dressed a nearly full auditorium at
Dysart High School.

calling a district-wide faculty and

afternoon.

explain Dysart budgeting errors,
which were revealed Feb. 10 in the
wake of sweeping budget cuts and
accusations of malfeasance.

receipt earlier this week of an ex-
ternal independent audit of the
district’s finances that confirmed
that errors were made.

Dysart business manager David
Hammond discovered budgeting
errors in January which overstated
the amounts of March 1997 budget
cuts. The result is that the district
actually has more than $300,000
left to spend on its 1997-98 budget,

erning board on Feb. 10.

De la Garza called Wednesday’s
meeting to take personal respon-
sibility for the errors, but referred
to them %8s honest mistakes. His
voice shook as he dismissed
critics’ claims of deliberate finan-
cial mismanagement.

about integrity, and they really
hurt,” he said.

“I am responsible for all aspects
of the district, including budgets,”
he told the audience of staff,
teachers, and concerned citizens.
“My apologies and regrets to all of
y0u.|l

De la Garza referred to Dysart as
«“g district in crisis,” and said that
his own “inexperience has com-
pounded the district’s problems.”

He then displayed an array of
budget figures, explaining where
errors were made, and what steps
were being made to address them
and to make sure no such errors
are repeated.

De la Garza explained that
Dysart's early .1997 preliminary

He had taken the unusual step of
staff meeting at 2:30 Wednesday .

The reason: to apologize for and '

De la Garza's apology followed' ;

a finding reported to Dysart’s gov-

|-~ _“There ‘have been questions _

)
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Superintendent Jesus de la Garza
uses an overhead projector at a
district-wide faculty and staff
meeting at Dysart High School
Wednesday.

budget projections showed -
$200,000 in available funds after
budget cuts. ;

Hammond discovered the errors
while compiling a comparison be-
tween Dysart’s estimated and ac-
tual budget cuts. He discovered
that modified salary schedule and
fringe benefit items were in-
appropriately listed as cuts in the
original budget estimation.

It remains unclear where the
money came from, but board
members are expected to discuss
the matter further at regular
meeting Feb. 24.

A statement released Wednesday
by Scottsdale accounting firm
Heinfeld & Meech confirmed
Hammond’s findings, but reported
minimal miscalculations in
Dysart’s budget “balance carry
forward calculations.
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Dysart audit
divuilges -
$300,000

By JANICE TARLETON
Staff writer

The Dysart Unified School District
has more than $300,000 left to spend
in its 1997-98 budget, the governing
board learned at a meeting Tuesday
night.

A report by business manager
David Hammond also revealed that
the current budget fell $35,809 short
of the 1996-97 uwudget, raising ques-
tions about the necessity of budget

cuts that left students without
physical education, music and ath-
letics programs.

Board member .Eleanor Nelson
said she requested the lengthy re-
port to see why it was necessary to
make $800,000 in cuts. “It says here
there’s a difference of $35,809. Does
that mean that was all the district
had to cut to make the budget bal-
ance?” she asked Hammond.

“If we did not want to give any
raises, then yes, that is correct,” re-
plied Hammond.

Many, such as Buster Estrada,
head of the Dysart Education Asso-
ciation, found the news disturbing.
“We were trusting that they were
giving us the correct information,”
said Estrada, referring to teachers’
salary negotiations. “For several

years teachers were frozen on a step.
Maybe the money was there.”

Last year teachers’ salaries were
increased by a two-thirds increment
on the wage scale. Twice during the
meeting Estrada asked board mem-
bers to meet with teachers about
using some of the extra money for
further salary increases.

“It's a frustrating situation,” said
Bill Lipscomb, head of Citizens for
Doing What's Right, a grassroots
group opposing deannexation. “We
depended upon the information Dr.
de la Garza and Mr. Hammond have
been providing all these months. A
lot of things were riding on that

information and the information was

incorrect,” he said.

Residents of the Sun City West
expansion area, Sun Village and a
portion of Youngtown are seeking to

deannex from the school district,
thus cutting their property taxes in
half. Deannexation, along with the
recall of veteran Board Member Pam
Justice, will be decided in a Mar. 10
election.

Justice, a board member for 13
years, called the mistakes “a trave-
sty. This is money that could have
been used te bring programs back for
the kids and it should anger every-
body,” she said, adding that it is
“disheartening” if at least a portion

‘of the money cannot be carried over

to fund programs for-next-year.

Of the $779,206 actually cut from
the budget, nearly $356,000 went to
other uses such as pay raises and
benefits for employees and a 3 per-
cent increase in supply costs. An-
other $110,000 is needed to move
three teachers from Title I to the

Maintenance and Operations budget,
!eaving $313,350 available for spend-
ing.

Hammond, who said he found the
errors about one month ago, attri-
buted nearly $256,000 to under-
estimated state revenues and a bud-
get balance carry forward. The
business manager, who joined the
district July 1, 1997, said he is in-
vestigating another fund where
money might also be available.

“My priority was the current year
data base, not the prior year,”
Hammond told the board. “I as-
sumed the balance carrying forward
was good.”

“When a budget is being created
it's a very fluid process. You don’t
have the same information available

» See Superintendent defends, A5

7

School district discovers funds
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Superintendent defends budget process

<4 From A1 :

throughout this process,” said Su-
perintendent Jesus de la Garza,
eliciting moans from the mostly sen-
ior crowd. “There are time frames
that come into play here,” he said,
explaining that hiring commitments
for the next school year must be
made to staff by April 15. “We were
looking at making decisions with the
information we had at the time.”

“Some of that money is there be-
cause of the measures we took,” the
superintendent added. “It's not new
money. It's money that has been
saved because of the two-thirds in-
crement.”

“I do not accept that once a deci-
sion has been made, it can’t be
changed,” said board President

Robert Koch, adding that if money

became available, those teachers
should have been offered the option
to come back to work for the district.
“Why weren't extraordinary meas-
ures used to make sure the children
came first?” he asked.

“The point I'd like to make is the
seniors have been blamed for the
defeat of the override and budget
cuts and that was not true. Even
after the pay raises there was still
enough money left to pay for those
programs,” said Nelson, referring to
music and athletics programs.

“The seniors in the expansion area
have taken a big hit,” board member
Rose Parker said. She added reports
calling the seniors “child-haters,”
have “hurt me very much because I

don’t hate kids.”

“How do you think we felt when
we found this money?” asked As-
sistant Superintendent Margo Seck,
who joined the district in July of
1996. “I am embarrassed and very
angry and I want to fix it. ... I did not
train to be an expert in school fi-
nance, but I'm willing to take the
blame and be held accountable for it
as part of the leadership team,” said
Seck, adding that the mistakes were
not deliberate.

“I'm not accusing anybody of doing
anything wrong or stupid. If mistakes
have been made we need to look at
it, but part of this community has
been blamed,”. said Koch, referring
to comments made earlier in the
meeting by student body President

Juan Marino. “We saw what he was
saying. Parts of Sun City West have

‘been cheating him. He’s not been

living out his dream. He and the
other students ought to know. The
truth ought to emerge from all of
this.”

Board member Mitch Eickmann
called for a study session on the
budget to give board members a
“clearer picture of the overall per-
spective.” That session will be on
Feb. 23.

The board will continue discussion
of the report at the Feb. 24 meeting.

Lipscomb said he would like to see
the findings “put in layman’s terms,”
and would like to hear de la Garza
admit the mistakes. “I guess I'd like

to hear him say it was a goof, ax}d if
so, was it a completely blindsided
goof?”

In other business, the board heard
a report on services available from
Coopers & Lybrand, a school con-
sulting service. Reviews could be
made of any or all components qf_the
district from community participa-
tion to education, with costs varying
by scope of the report and size of the
district. A comprehensive al:‘ldlt of
the large Houston school district cost
over $700,000.

Board members took no action on
hiring a consulting firm anc} in-
dicated they would call for bids if
they decide such an audit is neces-

sary.
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Dysart board president, mayor at impasse

War of words continues

over de-annexation bid

By Lori Baker
The Arizona Republic

Robert Koch, new president of the Dysart
Unified School District board, says he will
not meet with Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer
unless she stops bashing people who favor
de-annexation from the district.

He also wants Surprise government
officials to publicly state that they would
use development fees and place a moratori-
um on residential construction if the fees
are found to be legal. :

Shafer last month had extended an olive
‘branch to Koch at a Dysart board meeting
in hopes of setting aside their differences
for the sake of children in the district. She
asked Koch, who favors de-annexation, to

meet with her to come up with a
compromise.

Koch said that before he meets with
Shafer, he wants her to stop making
“derogatacy, negative or untrue™ comments
about people in Sun City West, Sun Village
and Youngtown.

In particular, he was referring to com-
ments Shafer made in an article in the
Washington Post on Jan. 13:

“They’re being selfish, self-centered,
gray-haired old farts,” Shafer said about
residents of the Sun City West expansion
area and other retirement communities that
want to leave the district. “The children are
being held hostage while the adults argue
about who's going to pay.”

Shafer said Friday that she apologizes if
she offended anyone.

“I made that comment lovingly, because
I'm a gray-haired myself,” said Shafer, who

is 68. “I do not apolo- g
gize, though, for saying
that the de-annexation
will hurt children.”

Koch said he does not
want to meet with some-
one who “doesn’t act in
a civilized manner.” He
said Shafer criticized de-
annexation supporters on
Jan. 29 at the Surprise
library, just two days
after the board meeting,
covered by CNN, in
which she asked Koch to
meet with her on a
compromise. :

“Everyone has treated Mayor Shafer with
dignity and respect and never attacked her
personally,” Koch said. “If she won’t make

Robert Koch /
Board chief puts
conditions on
meeting with
Surprise mayor.

[assuranccs that she wont make more

1998
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Wednesday, February 11,

The Arizana Republic

negative
there is no deal.”

Shafer responded in a
8 letter Thursday to Koch

" that she wants to meet
privately with him with-
out any conditions.

Koch said he won’t
meet with her unless she
meets his terms.

Shafer and Koch have
been at odds over an
anti-tax group’s push to
have the Sun City West
expansion area, Sun-Vil-
lage in Surprise and a
small portion of Youngtown de-annexed
from the Dysart district. Voters will con-
sider the proposal March 10.

Joan Shafer/
Won't apologize
for saying that
de-annexation
would hurt kids.

— Please see BOARD, Page 7

comments,

SR ..

Board chief,
mayor still
at impasse

The tax group, Citizens for
Tax Equity, says residents of the
areas seeking de-annexation pay
three times more school taxes
than residents in the original
area of Sun City West, which
was de-annexed from Dysart in
1981. Residents in the original
Sun City area pay $2.20 per
$100 assessed valuation, com-
pared with Dysart’s rate of $6.97
per $100 assessed valuation.

Koch, a former president of
the tax group, was elected to the
Dysart board in November and
became board president in Janu-
ary.

He has criticized Shafer and
other. Surprise official: for ap-
proving new housing develop-
ments without imposing
development fees to help pay for
new schools. Surprise officials
said they cannot legally impose
development fees for schools.

Shafer suggested in her letter
that she and Koch join forces at
the state Legislature to lobby for
a school funding system ~that
will be equitable to children and
taxpavers,

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-7120
or at lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail.
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Two groups join to fight dea

By PATRICK O'GRADY
Independent Newspapers

Sensing a need for urgency in
two upcoming elections involving
the Dysart Unified School District,
two groups are joining forces in
hope of preventing a deannexation
and recall attempt by seniors in sur-
rounding communities.

Citizens for Justice, a group try-
ing to stop the recall of Dysart gov-
eming board member Pam Justice,
and Citizens for Doing What’s
Right, a group trying to stop dean-
nexation efforts in Sun City West,
Youngtown and Surprise, met joint-
ly Dec. 29 to lay groundwork for
fighting the two election proposals.

About 65 people atiended the
meeting, which included discussion
of plans to mobilize voters and
raise funds for the effort to defeat
the recall and deannexation

-attempts. Both issues will be decid-
ed in a March election.

Beating the proposals is a matter
of numbers, group officials said.
There are about 4,000 register vot-

ers 1n the areas wishing to deannex
— compared with 8,000 registered
voters outside those areas, said
Gary Mozenter, a Paradise Valley
resident helping the groups with
their efforts.

“You must take advantage with
that tremendous majority you
have,” he said. ‘

Mr. Mozenter, whose daughter
lives in the Dysart district, said he
became involved after seeing news
reports about Citizens for Tax
Equity, a Sun City West-based
group, and its efforts to stop paying
taxes directly to the Dysart district.

“They are facing a single organi-
zation that has one purpose: to not
pay taxes (to the district) and to
deannex,” Mr. Mozenter said.

Although sharing many of the
same members and goals, the two
groups will remain separate
because they must raise funds in

different ways. Citizens for Justice
is limited in the money it can col-
lect because it is for a political
campaign, Ms. Justice said.

“We are just one group of indi-
viduals working for the cause,” she
said.

Individuals serving on a common
stralegy commitlee come from var-
ious community areas, and include
Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer, the
city’s pubic relations director Dave
Reuter, Citizens for Doing What's
Right founder Bill Lipscomb, as
well as Mike Planeta, Annette
Baker, Chris Pirone and Mr.
Mozenter.

Each will head various commit-
tees of the two groups, organizing
them to make sure all members of
the group are in communication
with the others.

The immediate goal of the
groups should be the “'single-mind-
ed purpose” to stop the deannexa-
tion attempt and the recall of Ms.
Justice, a 12-year board member

nnexation in Dysart District }

and president of the Arizona
School Board Association, Mr.
Mozenter said.

After that, the two groups should
concentrate on taking back control
of the governing board. The board
is currently made up of Ms. Justice,
Board President Mitch Eickmann,
and three former members of
Citizens for Tax Equity, Eleanor R.
Nelson, Robert Koch and Rose
Parker.

Mr. Pirone, who heads the
groups’ school board tactics com-
mittee, said he will work to keep
board members accountable during
their tenure. That will include mak-
ing sure parents attend meetings
and voice their concerns.

“My long-term goal: I want them
off the board, period.” Mr. Pirone
said.

The group also will attempt to
make board members take a stand
on issues of deannexation and bond
votes, as well as attempt to stop
rumored plans to eliminate the pub-

~

lic’s speaking at governing board
meetings, Mr. Pirone said.

“The more of the public we get
there, the more they're going to
know we’re there and we care,” he
said.

With the election only two
months away, fund raising is criti-
cal, said Ms. Baker, who heads the
fund-raising committee. The groups
hope to have most of their money
raised by Feb. 1 and are looking to
hold a large fund-raiser sometime.
near the end of January. H

The groups were scheduled to"
take part in a Jan. 12 rally at the
state capitol to show legislators the
nature of their plight. J

Anyone wishing to get involved
in the groups’ efforts may call the
following people on the strategy .
committee: Mr. Reuter, 546-5676 or
498-7586; Mr. Pirone, 546-8006;
Mr. Planeta, 546-0766; M.
Mozenter, 348-1241; Mr.
Lipscomb, 546-0598; and Ms.
Baker, 935-1622.



Countdown To An Election

Deannexation
has lengthy
history 1n the

Sun Cities
[97E

oters in the Dysart Unified
School District will go to the
polls March 10 to decide if some
areas of Sun City West, Sun
Village (in Surprise) and a few residences in
Youngtown should remain in the district.

Deannexation elections are nothing new to
Sun City West.

In fact. 17 years ago, bond and override
initiatives were repeatedly defeated. petitions
were circulated tor deannexation and three
Sun City West residents took control of the
district’s board.

“It is a mirror image,” Sen. Ed Cirillo, Sun
City West. said of the Sun City West expan-
sion area’s previous attempt to get out of the
school district. “The difference today is the
district doesn’t want them to leave.”

The question of whether or not retirees
should pay taxes to support schools has been
heatedly debated in the Sun Cities since the
communities’ inceptions,

It did not take long for residents of Sun
City to question their need to pay school
taxes. By 1963, just three years afier Sun

By CHRIS RASMUSSEN
Independent Newspapers

remove themselves from the district.

City's founding, residents defeated a school-
bond issue. Sun City was part of the Peoria
Unified School District at that time.

The significantly larger voting population in
Sun City made it nearly impossible for the dis-
trict to build new schools. Overcrowding became
a real problem and children were forced to
attend double sessions.

“[ hadn’t lived here for more than a week
before there was a school bond election.™
recalled Hawley Atkinson, former District 4
Maricopa County supervisor and former presi-

The current battle over school taxes is nothing new to the Sun Cities. In the early 1880s. residents
of Surprise held a protest in Sun City West to show their displeasure with a move by retirees to

See @ DEANNEXATION, Page 3

Countdown to an election

The first in a three-
part series dealing with
the effort of some Sun
City West residents o
deannex form the
Dysart School District
This initial article
focuses on the history
of deannexation in Sun
City and Sun City
West Subsequent
installments will
address the impact deannexation would have on
the Dysart School Distnict and the March 10
deannexation election

VF DYSART SCHOOL DISTRICT
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dent of the Northwest Valley
Tauxpayers Association, T was
amazed at how the bonds were
being defeated by Sun City people.
But after 1 had lived here for a
while. I became a little more
knowledgeable and realized what
was going on.”

Mr. Atkinson said residents
thought the district was not being
properly administered, they ques-
tioned whether the schools were
teaching fundamentals and wanted
1o see more quality in education.

Finally, 10 years afier the power
struggle between the two entities
began, a petition drive was mount-
ed to extricate Sun City from the
district. However. enough invalid
petition signatures were found to
quash the initiative. A second peti-
tion drive was mounted to remove
Sun City, but was also ruled
anvalid.

After the defeat of 17 subsequent
bond issues, Peoria school officials
decided it was in the district’s best
interest to allow Sun City and
Youngtown to withdraw.

In November 1974, at the request
of Peoria School District officials,
the Maricopa County
Superintendent of Schools
removed Sun City and Youngtown
from the district. Sun City and
Youngtown still pay reduced
school taxes that go into the state
general fund rather than to the dis-
trict.

“They (Peoria school officials)
are the ones that initiated the action
to remove Sun City,” Mr. Atkinson
said. "Sun City didn’t oppose it.
they accepted it from that time on.”

e
set, somie i Sun City West began
to question why they should also
pay property taxes Lo support local
schools,

Founded in 1979, the entire Sun
City West Phase | and commercial
core was within the boundaries of
Dysart’s school district.
Construction of the expansion area
wasn’t begun until the mid-"80s,
and was included in the distnict at
that ume.

Tensions between Sun City West
and Dysart [irst emerged during a
$27.55-million bond election in
1980. Residents questioned the
need for the funds. especially criti-
cizing a $950.000 vocational edu-
cation building the distnict wanted
to build.

Several groups of residents. led
by @ commitiee of the Property
Owners and Residents Association,
began campaigning against the
multi-million dollar bond election.
Subsequently. their efforts led Sun
City West residents turn out in
droves 1o defeat the bond proposal,
2,801 1o 88.

Seeking more control over the
district, with hopes of eventually
removing the cominunity from the
district, three Sun City” West resi-
dents were sworn in as members of
the Dysart Board on Jan. 6, 1981.

Gen. Robert Williams, a former
PORA president who later served
in the Arizona House of
Representatives. led the PORA
committee against Dysart. Gen.
Williams said in the Feb. 25, 1981,
issue of the Sun Ciry Citizen said
that he had been assigned three
duties as committee chair.

First. kill the $27.55-million
bond authorizauon. Get three Sun
City West residents elected 10 the

board and after that v accom-
plished. consider disassociation
from Dysart.

“The whole thing would have
never happened 1if the district
hadn’t levied a $27.55 million
bond before the first tamily moved
into Sun City West.,” Mr. Williams,
now 76. said last week. “That is
what made everyone so mad. They
had us by the hair before we even
moved in. Had they not authorized
that bond. none of this would ever
have happened.”

To fight the Sun City West resi-
dent’s efforts. Dysart parents led by
Maria Resendes organized Parents
Organized 1o Protect Education
(POPE). Leading campaigns to reg-
ister Dysart parents to vote in bond
and override elections, the organi-
zauon circulated compromise peti-
tons to remove Sun City West resi-
dents from the district. but keep the
communities commercial core.

POPE even led a demonstration
of angry parents and children dur-
ing the 1981 LPGA Sun City Golf
Classic at Hillcrest Golf Course.

Gen. Williams rejected POPE’s
petition and distributed his own
petition to remove all of Sun City
West, including the commercial
core. from the school district.

“(POPE’s petition) is totally
unacceptable to us,” Mr. Williams
said in a March 4. 1981, issue of
the Sun Ciry Citizen. “We have left
all of Phase 1l (expansion area) in
the school district and this is a
major concession.”

In the meantime. three Sun City
West residents. Rose Ratner. Jack
Ratner and Ingelletta Hawkins
were elected to the board. Their

first action was to rescnd a
$£950.000  construction  bond
approved by the previous board.

With both groups beginning 1o
lean woward the compromise peti-
tion, it appeared deannexation was
imminent.

“We did not want to leave the
district high and dry.,” explained
Gen. Williams. who later aban-
doned his pention. “So we left the
commercial core.”

Gen. Williams noted the com-
mercial core, roughly along
Camino del Sol and Meeker
Boulevard. is 1oday « booming area
with new businesses constantly
being built.

The election for disassociation
from the Dysuart District was held
May 12, 1981. Voters in both areas
overwhelmingly approved the
“amiable divorce™ of the compro-
mise petition, which excludes all of
the residents and some commercial
properties but retains the commer-
cial core to help support the dis-
trict’s tax base.

Disassociation in Sun City West
passed, 2,131 to 180, while in the
rest of the district the count was
362 to 138. The issue rallied Sun
City West residents who nustered a
27.8-percent turnout.

The deannexation of Sun City
West from the district resulted in a
50-percent reduction in the local
school levy for both Dysart and
Sun City West.

Although the community was
now out of the district, it was still
obligated to pay off a previously
issued bond totaling over $3 mil-
lion. The bond was paid off in
1989,
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District restoring

PE classes in
primary schools

By Lori Baker
The Arizona Republic

EL MIRAGE — Physical education classes will
resume soon for about 2,900 elementary students in the
Dysart Unified School District.

Board - members last week decided to hire four
physical education teachers for the remainder of the
school year. About $65,000 is available from the
district's civic center fund, which contains money raised
from rentals of school district facilities.

Board member Eleanor R. Nelson had questioned
why the civic center fund money was not being used.
Other board members agreed that the gym classes
should be offered.

Superintendent Jesus de La Garza pointed out that
the money may not be available next year to continue
the program. :

“We cannot predict how often our facilities will be - -

rented.” he said.

But Nelson said she wants physicai education to
continue next year and that a permanent source of
funding will be allocated.

Gym classes at El Mirage, Kingswood, Luke and
Surprise elementary schools had been canceled for the
1997-98 school year as part of budget cuts resulting
from the district’s failed override election in May.

Now. students will get at least a half-hour of physical
education instruction once a week.

“This is good for the teachers, too, because it will
give them a planning period.” Nelson said.

Flias “Buster” Estrada, president of the Dysart
Education Association, had asked board members to use
the $65,000 instead to pay teachers who had earned
college credits and didn't get the raises they were
supposed to.

While Nelson said she believes teachers should get
paid what they deserve, she said the money would be
better spent on the gym classes because it would more
directly affect children.

Board members also approved spending $550,000 for

— Please see PE CLASS, Page 3

Monday, January 19, 1998 The Arizona Republic

| PE class
to resume
in Dysart

— PE CLASS, fiom Page 1

capital improvements to schools and
left $100,000 for future emergen-
cies. Some improvements include
sewer hookups at Surprise and El
Mirage schools, $129,000: renovat-
ing portable buildings districtwide,
$92.000; and roof repair at El
Mirage school, $38,000.

At board member Rose Parker’s
request, board members decided to
include about $4,000 to pay for
doors in one of the girls bathrooms
at Surprise school.

District officials said there are
many other needs at schools for
repairs but there isn’t enough money
available.

At their next meeting, at 7 p.m.
Jan. 27, board members will be
presented with a report comparing
the district’s budgets for the
1996-97 and 1997-98 school years.

Information to be highlighted will
including how much new state
money was provided and what
increases in costs the district in-
curred such as hiring new teachers
to meet needs of increased enroll-
ment, providing employees’ pay
raises and increased special-educa-
tion costs.

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-71 20 or
at lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail.




VF DYSART SCHOOL DISTRICT

;‘u“:f._

+

New Dysart
Board finds
'harmony’

By Ruth Borchardt
"Things seemed to go more
smoothly at the last Dysart
School Board meeting" said new
Board member Eleanor Nelson.
Some concerns arose over the
expenditure of money, such as a
reported $22,542 total for a three-
day planning retreat in Prescott,
including a planning consultant
fee of about $19,000. About
$2,000 came from the Federal
Government, the rest from the
Civic Center Fund according to
Nelson. The plans for the Dis-
trict, she thought, were vague.
New members discovered a
Civic Center fund of $70,000 in
January from rental of school
facilities. After deducting around
$20,000 from the fund, ap-
proximately $57,000 remained.
Nelson went on to say that,
based on the Auditor's opinion as
presented by Business Mgr. Da-
vid Hammond for the District, a
recommendation was made that

Mty —_ [ o, o e ——
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"The people
seemed more
receptive now
| we've shown we're
. A trying to work for
i the children. | hope
they will believe

that we are." -
\q] —Eleanor Nelson

the Board reinstate some of the

programs. that had been cut, and -

she made a motion to fund the
sports program.

According to Nelson, Pam
Justice asked that the staff make
recommendations on how the
money should be spent. Nelson
went along with it and it was
agreed that the staff should con-
duct further studies on how the
money should be best spent.

Referringto Hammond's
report, Nelson noted the fact that

the loss of money from the de- -

feated override issue was about
the same as new money given
the District by the state. $471,341
was appropriated by the state for
Dysart. The loss of funds from

See DYSART, Page 2

DYSART: Board finds 'harmony', from Page /
the 10% override was $471,927.

Nelson further stated that the
Board, due to the new members,
voted to re-instate the district in
the case of the Roosevelt Ele-
mentary School District vs. Bish-
op, a seven-year-old lawsuit that
will force the legislature to put
forth some outline how to equal-
ize the funding of school dis-
tricts. Dysart was one of the orig-
inal districts contending that the
school funding is inequitable, *

Rose Parker, according to Nel-
son, spoke at the meeting and
said that she had visited Surprise
Elementary School and found

—~———

there were no doors on the stalls
of the girl's restrooms.

Bob Koch, according to Nel-
son, mentioned that there is
$526,000 remaining in the Capi-
tal Reserve Account, and ques-
tioned why necessary repairs had
not been done.

~In closing, Nelson said "The
people seemed more receptive
now we've shown we're trying to
work for the children. I hope they
will believe that we are."

The WeoTey SUNCITY WEST ARIZONA Jan [, 199
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s Dysart saga d

By DAN BURNETTE
B Editorial page editor
o))

The continuing animosity
between some senior resi-
™ /dents and the Dysart Unified
"| School District was named the
'top local news story of 1997.
Three related stories in the
' Dysart saga finished 1, 2 and 3
in the voting among the
writers, editors and photo-
graphers of the Daily News-
Sun. Runner-up to the Dysart
stories was a state attorney
general’s ruling that casts in
doubt the future of age-
restrictive zoning in Young-
town.

, 19

WEDNESDAY
3

Dec

The Daily News-Sun

votes for top local stories were
- the number of unsolved bank
| robberies in Sun City, growth
in " Surprise, the controversy
over construction of a com-
munications tower at a Sun
City recreation center, con-
cern over development around
Luke Air Force Base and the
acquisition of the Daily News-
Sun by Thomson Newspapers.

But it was events in the
Dysart District that the news
statt felt were the most signif-
icant stories of the year. The
single most important event,
according to the news staff,
was the filing of petitions by
two groups to withdraw from
the Dysart District. Seniors in
one area of Surprise and an-
other in the last-developed
area of Sun City West say the
district’s high property tax
rate, nearly 2V -times -higher

VF- Dysart School

Other stories garnering .

than the rates in neighbéﬁng

communities, is unfair to
them.

If the deannexation efforts
are successful, those areas
that are removed from the
Dysart District will no longer
pay primary property taxes to
the district, but will continue
to be obligated to pay off any
bonds already issued. School
officials have said that dean-
nexation effectively will raise
property taxes in those areas
that remain in the district.

Two other events in the
Dysart District ranked No. 2
and 3: Voters’ defeat of a
proposed budget override and
a court ruling that struck
down a ward system of elect-
ing members to the governing
board. The budget override

DERIIL X,

]
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ominates news

w5

Residents of
retirement
communities
located in the
Dysart Unified
School District
line up at
Palm Ridge
"Recreation
Center in Sun
City West to
sign petitions
calling for the
deannexation
of their areas
from the
district.

was proposed to help keep a
nymber  of :programs, in-
cluding athletics, afloat. A low
turnout in the May election

allowed senior opponents. of. .

4

more spending to carry the

day, shooting . down. the dis- -

triet’s third budget override
proposal in a row.
The. district acted to end

5 -

Mollie J. H

several programs in the
summer, but donations to the
district and some. juggling of
funding sources allowed the
district to_restore the football

team and several other ac-
tivities.

.The creation of a ward sys-
tem, wherein each of the five

> See Growth issues, A7
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Growth issues garner Top-10 rankings

<4 From A1

governing board members was
elected from each of five new
districts, - was successfully
challenged in court as violat-
ing the rights of voters in
areas with high concentra-
tions of senior citizens. The
reversal of the system led to
the election late in the year of
deannexation proponents to
three of the five seats on the
governing board. The year
ended with an acrimonious
board meeting in which some
parents and students ques-
tioned whether the new board

members could really have
the interests of the district at
heart.

Also in the news was a
potentially fatal blow to
Youngtown’s senior-only zon-
ing — not on the basis of age
diserimination, but because
the town improperly imposed
the zoning, according to a rul-
ing from Arizona Attorney
General Grant Woods. The
ruling could be challenged in
court, but Youngtown officials
have questioned whether the
town has the financial re-
sources to see a case through
legal channels.

Also on the Top-10 list was
the large number of bank
robberies in Sun City — a to-
tal of nine in 1997.

There were eight bank rob-
beries in 1996; and three in
January 1997 alone, prompting
Maricopa County Sheriff Joe

Arpaio to pull deputies from
other areas to sit near Sun
City banks as a preventive
measure.

No bank robberies had been
reported in 1995.

Even as controversy roiled
the Dysart District, the com-
munity accounting for the
largest part of the district’s

growth, Surprise, was growing
exponentially. Chief among
the growing developments was
Sun City Grand, by developer
Del Webb Corp., that saw
more than 1,000 houses sold in
1997. Surprise’s growth gen-
erally was named the No. 6
story; Sun City Grand’s growth
finished seventh. Growth in
the Northwest Valley also
continued to stir concerns of
officials on the West side and
at Luke Air Force Base.
Residential development, they
said, will continue to lead to
more complaints about jet
noise and fears about crashes

from the Air Force’s only F-16
training base. Luke en-
croachment was cited as the
No. 8 local story.

Sun City saw its biggest
story in the erection of an 80-
foot tower at Marinette Rec-
reation Center. A subsidiary of
U S WEST had negotiated the
deal for a new type of device
known as the personal com-
munications system — but
members found out about the
deal after the fact. Apparently,
the general manager of the
centers and the president,
now out of office, had negoti-
ated the deal that was never

‘formally considered by the

board as a whole.

In mid-December, Thomson
Newspapers acquired the as-
sets of the Daily News-Sun,
which had been owned by Ot-
taway Newspapers Inc. since
1984. Thomson purchased the
East Valley Tribune News-
papers from Cox about a year
ago; thus, the acquisition of
the News-Sun is expected to
strengthen Thomson's position
in the Phoenix metropolitan
area. The Daily News-Sun
transaction rounded out the
Top 10 local stories of the
year.
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Dysart survives tumultuous year

faces, hurtful v;ords. dis-
appointed students and ousted
board members.

_«1¢'s been difficult, chal-
_lenging, frustrating. and per-
plexing, but I'm not a person
who gives up easily. I'm per-
sistent and determined,” said
de la Garza.

The year began with Citi-
zens for Tax Equity, a Sun
City West group fighting for
equal taxes, challenging the
‘ward system under which
board members Mary Johnson,
Surprise City Manager Dick
McComb and incumbent
Rachel Villanueva were
elected in November 1996.

The two new board mem-
bers were on-again-off-again,

By JANICE TARLETON
Staff writer

“] like to talk about the fu-
ture. 1 always dook.to the-fu-
ture,” said Jesus de la Garza,
superintendent of the PDysart
Unified School District.

Perhaps it's because de la
Garza's now-famous district is
anything but unified, split into
factions over a defeated over-
ride election, a deannexation
attempt by four retirement
areas, and drastic cuts that
left students without physical
education, music and sports
programs, and teachers with-
out jobs.

it's been a year of court
cases and appeals, angry

»

“ruling.” Finally, the ward Ts-

eanor  Nelson and Rose

Parker — ran on a platform

garnering enough votes towin
‘E: un, City West. The trio lost,
hoW gr, at'four other polling.
, s’[\teg-‘f‘e\vhei-e “-voter tu'rn‘b;g;:"
i range“}iﬁ'om 15 percent to 28
' percent;—~put a 69 percent
| showing at the Palm Ridge
Recreation Center more than

b

pusted by an April 28 Mari-
copa County Superior Court
ruling, then reinstated May 6
when the Arizona- Colirt o
Appeals stayed the ea;‘-lj.er

tem was ruled unconstifu-
tional and the 'two. bo d
members, along with Tn—
cumbent Villanueva,. would |
have to face another e'[ectj'on' ‘l CH.DCElEd out those results.
based on a citywide wvoting Though Sun City West is in
system, in order to retain | the voting minority compared
their seats. B ; with the overall district, it was
Johnson and Villanueva | the second time this year that
elected to ,run again, zbut | retirees triumphed at the
McComb bowed out o &the polls. On May 20, a $1.5 mil-
election, held in November. | lion override was defeated.
Three members of Citizens for |, In reaction, /e governing
Tax Equity — President Rob- B e A
ert Koch, Vice Presiden El- | ¥ See Dysart ‘blazes, AS

—_—
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board unanimously voted to
cut nearly $808,000 from the
school district budget, axing
athletics and band programs
at all six schools, along with
26 teaching, administration
and counseling positions.

Next March, the district will
go to the polls again, this time
to consider the deannexation
of two areas of the Sun City
West expansion area, Sun Vil-
lage and Youngtown, as well
as the recall of Pam Justice,
who has been on the govern-
ing board for 12 %2 years and
currently serves as president
of the Arizona School Board
Association.

In its recall petition, CTE
charged that Justice has “to-
tally failed to consider and
represent, or even attempt to
understand, the needs and in-
terests of a substantial num-
ber of her constituents, ie.,
those electors constituting the
retirement community, par-
ticularly those retirees resid-
ing in the Sun City West ex-
pansion area.”

The district won a bit of

reprieve earlier this month
when Superior Court Judge
Robert Myers ruled that the
deannexation election, as
structured, violated state
statutes.

The petitions, as submitted,
would have allowed those in
the deannexed areas to vote
twice: once to leave the dis-
trict and once to allow the
other areas to leave. As a re-
sult of the judge’s ruling, the
election will proceed with a
single ballot question.

Whichever way the election
goes, the Dysart district is
hardly a winner, however. If
the deannexation is defeated,
school officials would need to
rally enough voters to get an
override or bond election ap-
proved — a feat they have
failed to pull off in three past
attempts. If deannexation is
approved, the district will be
left with a bonding capacity of
about $7 million, far short of
the $20 million they say is
needed immediately for a new
school and other capital im-
provements.

“The deannexation issue
has not gone away for us,” de

la Garza said. “In principal
I'm opposed to it, but the
dilemma we face is that if
people continue to be opposed
to a bond issue, we still have a
major problem in the dis-
trict.”

It is the Legislature, said de
la Garza, who holds some of
the answers to Dysart's dile-
mma. '

As a result of the Roosevelt
vs. Bishop lawsuit, filed on
behalf of the state’s poorer
school districts, the legislature
faces a June 30, 1998, deadline
set by Superior Court Judge
Rebecca Albrecht to come up
with an equitable plan for the
capital funding of school dis-
tricts or face shutdown of the
entire public school system.

“] pelieve the Legislature
will offer plans that are a bet-
ter attempt to resolve (the
school funding issue),” de la
Garza said.

In the meantime, he’s hop-
ing the Legislature will pass a
bill, sponsored by Sen. Ed
Cirillo of Sun City West, R-
District 15, requiring that the
property tax of $2.20 per $100
of assessed valuation paid

[

Dysart ‘blazes toward millennium’

into the general fund by
deannexed areas go to the
school districts from which
they were taken. “That's an
amount we're hoping to gain,”
the administrator said.

For de la Garza, the bright
spot in 1997 was putting the
Strategic Planning Process
into action.

It began in August with a
team of 28 parents, students,
staff and community members
gathered in Prescott Under
the guidance of a national
consultant, the team devel-
oped a vision and direction
reflective of the entire school
community. Out of it came the
slogan, “The Blazing Force in
the New Millennium.”

Since August, four com-
mittees have been meeting to
come up with specific action
plans for the target areas of
student success, staff devel-
opment, community support
and parental involvement.
Final recommendations will
be coming to the board in
early 1998, de la Garza said. -,

“It’s a blueprint that takes
us into.the future,” he said. - -
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Group opposes recall, -

for Dysart

E

. de-annexation effort

r

Alllance ngnts Dysart de-annexation, recall

© — ALUANCE, from Page | :
. g ; - : D Dysart School ?’na?-k Roslfmary
L2508 : District boundary forrrgr_l ‘c'" 0 a“:,
Unified School District. There is no SUN CITY wesTE (¢ Peoria School tims fox T
effort to de-annex from the Peoria PANSION o ok o g“:z?fns _fo "
district. Deer Valley Rd. b4 el?acte):] to the “g;e
The school district boundaries - sart school board
were set in 1993 in an agreement || Su Sul§ °§ in November dur-
wetngun City West developer Del |z MR&UHPRISE G(F:{ENYD WEST 2 i ing a special elec-
e £ i
Henry Dellamalva, who lives in |5 SUN VILLAGEN, .\ ::lr?gingforD:c 1831111
the Peoria district -portion of Sun - | Waddell Rd. ThunderbirdRd 2000. Y
City West, said he doesn’t mind |2 =2 | As long as they
paying school taxes, but he wants |[= 7 r’;ﬁ b= control the five-
his neighbors in Dysart to realize |g| = LE’ = member board,
that his taxes are higher than theirs. Olive Ave. © -3 parents say it’s un-
Peoria’s tax rate is $9.46 per $100 Northern Ave. 5 likely that voters
assessed valuation. The owner of a Glendale Ave. E [ Sty will be asked to
| S!O0,000 house in that area of Sun I = i consider bond and
. City West pays $946 in Peoria® % -] \ ?LENDA’-E override proposals
district taxes, which is $350 more Chrmalback Ad. & - The tgrccpo new
than neighbors in the Dysart area | / ; "board  members
and $726 more than those in the T mile L ?f;:,a 2 will not discuss
de-annexed area of Sun City West. s ' River, £ their pl
I . We Tkm i 5 their plans other
" Ll}?szcgmb said Dysart is in a 10 = than to say that
| Catch-22 situation. — '
\ On one hand, de-annexation The Arizona Republig :'l::y di\:t?'inctt o help
" would mean the district would lose Sun Ci‘ty West
a sizable amount

: of property
valuation and the tax burden would
be shifted to the people remaining
in the district.

On the other hand, Sun City West
residents have repeatedly rejected

‘ bond and override elections in

The tax equity group, primarily
made up of Sun City West expansion
area residents, collected petitions to

Dysart Unified School District par-
ents and senior citizens' are joining
forces to fight an attempt by a retiree
group to de-annex from the district and

The new organization called Citizens
for Doing What's Right is locking
horns with Citizens for Tax Equity.
force a March special election seeking

recall a longtime board member.
to recall 12-year board veteran Pamela

The Arizona Republic

By Lori Baker

recent years, so the Dysart district
has been unable to build new school
buildings and has been forced to cut
programs such as art, music,
athletics and field trips.

Also, Sun City West residents
Robert Koch, Eleanor R. Nelson

should be

Voters also will determine - whether
property owners in the retirement areas

of the Sun City West expansion area,
Sun Village in Surprise and a small

“We don’t just have parents who are
concerned about their children’s educa-

portion of Youngtown
allowed to leave the Dysart district. A

majority of voters who wish to leave
the district and a majority of voters

who would remain in the district must
both approve the proposal for it to

Anizona School Boards Association on
pass.

Justice, who becomes president of the .
Thursday.

expansion area resident Dick Dan-
iels said everyone should give the
three new members a chance to
show what they can do.

“Their backgrounds speak for
themselves,” Daniels said. “They
have a fiduciary responsibility to do
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the best they can for kids in the
district.”

However, Chris Pirone, a parent
who is fighting de-annexation, said
some community members already
are talking about recalling the new
board members. State law requires
that board members serve six
months before a recall attempt can
begin. The earliest an election could
be held would be next November.

“I want them recalled because I
believe they had ulterior motives
getting on the board” Pirone said.
“If they don’t get what they want,
they will run our district into the
ground.”

Both sides agree on one issue —
Arizona’s current education financ-
ing system is inequitable. They want
the Legislature to develop a different
financing system that is not based
on property taxes. One idea is to
impose fees on developers to help
pay the cost of building schools.

The Legislature is under a court
order to come up with a new
funding system.

The next Dysart board meeting
will be at 7 pm. Dec. 18 in the
Dysart High School cafeteria, 11405
N. Dysart Road, El Mirage.

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-7120 or
at lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail.
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With de-annexation, the only tax
affected would be Dysart’s. Property

owners would continue to pay other
taxes, including those for the state,

ty college
| as the flood-control

the communi

district, as wel

county and
district.

de-

the

is that not all of the
he area, more than

annexation fight i

ansion area is in the

Complicating matters in
Sun City West exp.
Dysart district. In t

900 homes are in the Dysart district

in the Peoria

and 540 homes are

2,

— Please see ALUANCE, Page 7
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tion, if four ballot questions are put
to the voters, would favor those who
wish to de-annex and seriously
dilute the votes of those who wish
to remain in the Dysart district,”
Myers wrote.

This was the first victory for the
financially strapped Dysart district
in a battle that has pitted senior
citizens against students, parents
and educators.

Citizens for Tax Equity. made up
primarily of residents from the Sun
City West expansion arca, has been
pattling the Dysart district for years.
It led an effort to reject several bond
and override elections i
increases to pay for school programs
and construct buildings.

Last month, three retirees who
were leaders in the tax equity group

were elected 1o and took control of
the five-member Dysart board. The
group also
force a March recall election against
longtime
pamela Justice, who becomes presi-
dent of the Arizona
Association on Dec. 11.

de-annexation.
portions of the Sun City West
expansion
Surprise and
Youngtown want out of the Dysart
district i
taxes than residents in neighboring
retirement communities.

Citizens for Tax Equity, said hes
unsure whether he wi | appeal.
“i's a difficult 1ssue and we

respect the judge’s
said.

VF
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Dysart school district
wins round vs. retirees

By Lori Baker / J A ?
The Arizona Republic 7

A Maricopa County judge has
dealt a blow to a group of retirees
that doesn’t want to pay taxes to
Dysart Unified School District.

Citizens for Tax Equity, the group
pushing for a March de-annexation
vote. had proposed a ballot that
could have allowed the retirees to
vote one another out of the district
Dysart challenged that, saying that
the four areas should be consolidat-
ed as one.

Judge Robert Myers agreed with
the district and called the group’s
proposal “absurd.” ‘

“The Arizona Legislature could

had filed petitions to

board member

Dysart

School Boards

But the group’s ultimate goal is
Residents in  tWoO

area. Sun Village in
a small section of

because they Ppay higher

Don Peters, a lawyer representing

decision,” he

not have intended the statute to
permit a person ... to manipulate
the de-annexation process to obtain
a result which likely would favor
one side to the de-annexation,”
Myers wrote. .
~ He ruled that a proposed ballot
item for de-annexation will have a
single question rather than four
questions asking voters whether
rnrlmns of the district should no
onger be obligated to pay Dysart
taxes. State law requires approval by
a majority of those voters who wish
1o leave the district and approval by
ama nnt?'_ of those who will remain

he likely results of this elec-

Please see DISTRICT, Page A16

Dysart board President Mitch
Eickmann said he is_pleased
the judge’s decision.

“Legally. they (retirees) can have
their de-annexation election, but the
way they had it set up would have
made a mockery of the democratic
process,” he said.

Arizona is the only state where
voters have voted themselves oul of
a school district to avoid taxes.

Dysart Middle School
grader Tiana Orberson said students
do not understand why
retirement communities
to pay for their education.

“If the people in
pay laxes on the little salaries they
have, so can the people in Sun City
West," she said.

with

eighth-

people in
don’t want

El Mirage can

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-7T120 or
at lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail.
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| Students

<t From A1

we don’t have the equipment
for experiments.”

Student Maricruz Olguin,
one of the organizers of the
Future Representatives for
Equal Education (FREE), said
schools should be funded
equally, but that Dysart Mid-
dle School students are not
getting the same level of
funding that other Arizona
middle school students are
getting.

The main focus of FREE is
to urge communities not to
deannex from the district.
Students currently do not
have music or band classes,
and they only have limited art
classes offered for one semes-
ter.

“Not everyone wants to be a
doctor, or a lawyer, or a
mathematician,” Romulus

Marve said. “Some students
want to be artists and bas-
ketball players.”

He said students should
have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in art, music and
sports in order to develop
those talents.

Elizabeth Carillo used to be
a trumpet player at King-
swood Elementary, but she
said that was taken away from
her when the band classes
were cut because of a lack of
funding.

Jennifer Gherman said that
not having any extracurricular
activities was not fair to stu-
dents.

“Some of us don’t have any-
thing to do after school,”
Jennifer said.

Diane Fox, middle school
principal, said she thinks it’s
a good idea that the students
organized FREE.
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The

meeting came after students at-
tempted a walkout last week to

District.
protest the deannexation effort.

Student representatives ' from

homeroom classes discussed pe--
titions, marches, and the prob-
lems associated with the loss of
tax money that helps fund their

deannexation of the retirement
school. They expressed concerns

students gathered in the school
cafeteria Tuesday to discuss the
communities from the Dysart

Unified School

and extracurricular

about the shortage of supplies,
activities available to them.

“They need a voice,” she*
said. “They are the ones who
are heavily impacted. They
are the ones losing out on an
equal education, which they
have every right to have.”

Their organization will also
“prepare students for the
democratic process and
(teach) them how to go about
getting things changed for the
public good,” Fox said.

Members of FREE are
starting to make signs and
planning possible locations for
an upcoming march to protest
deannexation.

“We need people to see
what we need. We need other
students to join us,” Desiree
Arias said. “We gre going to
make fliers, make announce-
ments at school, and put up
posters so that everyone will
be informed.”

They are also working on

» See Students learn, A5

Cecelia Covarrubio, an eighth-
grade student, said that her class
is involved in a project to record
their voices, but that there are
only three tape recorders for 30
students.

“We have to wait so much, and |
our time doesn't go toward |
learning,” Covarrubio said. “We
need more supplies. In science,

programs,

Students learn lesson in civics

getting a student to represent
them before the Dysart school
board and inform the board of |
the conditions of the school.

Students have begun col-
lecting signatures for a peti-
tion they plan on presenting
to the school board and the
state Legislature. The petition

“states that citizens should not

be able to deannex from the
district because then schoc’,
within the distriet will not
have funds for a ‘‘com-
prehensive public education
that matches the educational
opportunities that other stu-
dents in the ... United States
of America receive in their
public school systems.

“If the citizens are allowed
to deannex, our right to a fair
and equal public education
will be infringed upon even
more than it is now,” the stu-
dents said in their petition.
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Court hears deannexatlon issue

Dysart district
disputes petitions

By JANICE TARLETON
Staff writer

No decision has been reached on
the legality of a deannexation elec-

' tion, although parties in the suit

presented oral arguments Tuesday
morning before - Superior Court
Judge Robert Myers.

The Dysart Unified School District,

represented by Jose Martinez, has
filed suit against the Maricopa
County Elections Department alleg-
ing that Citizens for Tax Equity peti-
tions, submitted as four seperate
ballot measures for the four areas
seeking deannexation, violate state
statutes.

The statutes in gquestion, 15-549
and 15-460, state that those who re-
main in the district and are respon-
sible for picking up the extra tax
burden must approve the deannexa-
tion. As submitted, those in the
deannexed areas would be allowed

to vote -twice: once to leave the dis-
trict and once to allow the other

areas to leave.

Don Peters, attorney for CTE, filed
a substitution naming Bob Koch, El-
eanor Nelson and Rose Parker,
newly elected members of the
school’s governing board, as parties
in the district’s lawsuit, but Myers
disallowed the motion, calling it a
conflict of interest since the three
are also members of CTE.

Peters disagreed with Myers’ rul-
ing, but said it doesn’t make any

difference if the three are named in
the suit or not.

County attorney Dean Wolcott, who
advised the elections department to
accept the petitions, rebutted some
of Martinez’ remarks.

Ray Hayes, who filed an inter-
vention on behalf of a dozen school-
children, argued on the district’s
behalf, challenging the legality of the
petitions as presented.

Myers questioned the lawyers
about the impact deannexation
would have on the district.

~

“The Judge seemed to understand
what the issues were and have a
good understanding of the contrast
between how the petitions were
submitted and how the statute
reads,” said Jesus de la Garza, su-
perintendent of the Dysart district.
“He seemed to understand the im-
plications for the district if all four
areas deannex.”

“We weren't there to argue dean-
nexation, but what the statute calls
for,” said Peters, pointing out that
the courts can only interpret, not
change, the law.
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Dysart’s
new board
challenged

Retiree members mum
on de-annexation stand

By Angela Rabago-Mussi
Special for The Republic :

EL MIRAGE — The scores of cars
heading down Dysart Road long before the
scheduled meeting signaled what was t0
come.

Hundreds of cafeteria seats quickly filled

as residents of the Dysart Unified School
District gathered Tuesday for the first
meeting of the new school board.

For much of the next 3% hours, parents
ook turns questioning, chastising and
pleading with the three new members who
now hold the majority vote: the same
retirees from Sun City West who had led
efforts to get out of the district.

The majority of comments came at two
points during the meeting. '

Some spoke out after a presentation
about bonds and override elections revealed:
that a de-annexation could mean a 60
percent tax increase for remaining district
residents if the election were approved.
Others spoke during an agenda item
reserved specifically for discussing de-
annexation with the board.

Residents’ fears were evident in their.

questions and comments directed at the
new members:

“Would you support a bond and override
in the future?” :

“Are you going to work as hard for the
school district as you did for the tax equity
group?”

“Please don't use our children as your
steppingstones out of the district.”

— Please see NEW, Page 5

~ New members of Dysart board
mum about de-annexation stand

— NEW, from Page |
> “If your goal is not to be here,
then you shouldn’t be on this
board.”
. But this time, Dysart supporters
: weren't the only ones in the
audience. Retirees from the areas
seeking de-annexation also were
present.

Applause, boos, sarcastic laugh-
ter and taunting was heard from
both sides, those retirees supporting
efforts to de-annex from Dysart,
and parents, students, senior citi-
zens and school staff who oppose
1t

The meeting at times became
chaotic as people argued with each

other.
The board members elected three
weeks ago — Robert Koch,

Eleanor R. Nelson and Rose Parker
— said they expected the meeting
to be contentious. The pressure
was evident.

“We've taken an awful lot of
crap from you guys tonight,”
Nelson said at one point to a
chorus of boos.

Other residents pressed Koch,
former president of Citizens for
Tax Equity, which is pushing for
de-annexation, to answer to con-
flict-of-interest charges.

“People in an area have a right
to vote on whether to belong to a
district or not,” he said.

After more pressure to say
whether he supported de-annex-
| ation, Koch finally said, “I support

the right of the people to vote —
take it or leave it.”

The sides met on common
ground over only one issue: a call
to go after the Legislature for
equitable funding.

All- the board members agreed
that the group should work
together toward that goal.

But Joan Shafer, mayor of
Surprise, challenged the three new
members to show their cooperation
through action.

“You say you want the Legisla-
ture to solve the problem,” she
said. “Well, then, damn it, drop the
de-annexation and work together.”

She received a standing ovation
from some in the audience, but
Koch in turn challenged her to
slow her city’s growth, which puts

a greater demand on the schools.

Board President Mitch Eickmann
agreed that pressuring state law-
makers was one positive of the
evening but added that it will be
“really hard to work toward that
end with the differences we have.”

He said the rift will be difficult

to overcome.

. “Just because something (the

de-annexation) is legal does not

make it right,” Eickmann said.
Another major division is the

belief that de-annexation supporters

are willing to “sacrifice” others’

_ children to make their point, he
| said.

The battle of the past two years
between the groups has caused a
lot of hard feelings.

“I've heard a lot of horrible

. comments about ethnic minorities
in this ‘district and about our
administrators being liars,” Eick-
mann said.

Another obstacle is the fact that

| | Koch and Nelson began a recall

drive against longtime board mem-
ber Pam Justice. The recall election

is scheduled to be held in March.

Justice said she felt “a little
uncomfortable” serving alongside
her detractors but said she hopes
they change their minds after
working with her.

After the long, hostile meeting,
Parker said it had been “healthy.”

“It all has to come out, and then
we can start from there,” she said.

Nelson wasn't as optimistic.

“They've got their minds made
up,” she said. “They've already
decided we can’t possibly want to
help the district.”

Sun City West resident Keith
Watkins, who spoke opposing
de-annexation, agreed with Parker.

“There’s a lot to be done,” he
said, “and the conversation has just
begun tonight.”
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or 3% hours Tuesday night, the

recall drive against

their children’s sake. Others chastised the

said this:

" Dysart anger, confrontation of board part of democracy in action

miracle called democracy survived a
tough test in the Dysart High School
cafeteria.

Where else but in America can two
opposing sides so philosophically removed
sit down and conduct a public meeting
without bodily harm?

There was plenty of tension in the air, but
never the kind of confrontation that I
anticipated. No modern-day Salem witch
hunt took place, and Robert Koch, Eleanor
R. Nelson and Rose Parker weren’t forced
to walk the plank.

The three Sun City West retirees, who
have helped defeat a half-dozen Dysart

+ district bond and override elections in the
past three years, now form a majority on the
five-member board.

Only in America. :

And there was Nelson, who has led a

board member Pam
Justice, smiling and
chatting with Justice
before the meeting
began.

The three have also
led a de-annexation
campaign in hopes that
their Sun City West
neighborhood may one
day leave the district,
thus lowering
residents’ school taxes.
If de-annexation

passes, the three would

have to step down from the board by June.
Only in America.
Two dozen people, mostly parents, went
to the microphone to talk to the new board
members. Some pleaded for compassion, for

three for not supporting the district in the
L.

But all of them, in a nutshell, were asking
this:

Are you with us or against us? Will you
try to help our children, or is this all a
charade that will allow you to abandon us?

Koch, a retired lawyer, answered the
question by pointing out that under Arizona
law residents anywhere can de-annex from
any school district.

When asked if his de-annexation role
doesn’t represent a conflict of interest now
that he is on the board, Koch said:

“I will try to avoid a conflict of interest, I
will do the best job I can for the children
and the other residents of the district.”

The most tense moment came when the
retirees were asked why they voted down
the bond and override elections, and Nelson

“] didn’t think there was a need for
them.”

When that was greeted with hisses and
boos, Nelson added this:

“You can listen to us or not. We'll walk
out of here and there’ll be no quorum.
We’ve taken an awful lot of crap from you
guys tonight.”

1 don’t think the three were subjected to
any such thing. True, they were subjected to
some hard questions, but that’s part of the
territory any school board member should
expect. .

And it’s especially part of the territory in
a school district where teachers haven’t had
a raise in six years and classes in music,
physical education and health have been
largely eliminated because of budget cuts.

The parents who went to the microphone
found themselves in the strange position of

appealing to the perceived enemy, who is
now in control.

Only in America.

“We’re all Americans,” Criz Urquidez
told the board. “We go to church on Sunday

and feel good, then we try our best to deal

with life the rest of the week.
“Because of what’s happened between

you and us, we're concerned about our "

children.”

Four generations of Urquidez’s family
live in the Dysart district. She attended
school there and now has two grandchildren
doing the same.

“My mother and father are in their 80s
and they never said “No’ to paying their
taxes,” she said. “Put down this
de-annexation. Your hearts have to soften
for our children.”

Herb Whitney writes about the West Valley. He can be
reached at 780-7129 or herb.whitmey@pni.com via e-mail.
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new board
challenged

Retiree members. mum
on de-annexation stand

By Angela Rabago-Mussi
Special for The Republic

EL MIRAGE — The scores of cars
heading down Dysart Road long before the
scheduled meeting signaled what was to
come.

Hundreds of cafeteria seats quickly filled
as residents of the Dysart Unified School
District gathered Tuesday for the first
meeting of the new school board.

For much of the next 3! hours, parents
took turns questioning, chastising and
pleading with the three new members who
now hold the majority vote: the same
retirees from Sun City West who had led
efforts to get out of the district.

The majority of comments came at two
points during the meeting.

Some spoke out after a presentation
about bonds and override elections revealed
that a de-annexation could mean a 60
percent tax increase for remaining district
residents if the election were approved.
Others spoke during an agenda item
reserved specifically for discussing de-
annexation with the board.

Residents’ fears were evident in their
questions and comments directed at the
new members:

" “Would you support a bond and override
in the future?” '

“Are you going to work as hard for the
school district as you did for the tax equity
group?”

“Please don't use our children as your
steppingstones out of the district.”

— Please see NEW, Page 5

is scheduled to be held in March.

to overcome.

“Just because something (the
de-annexation) is legal does not
make it right,” Eickmann said.

Another major division is the
belief that de-annexation supporters
are willing to “sacrifice” others’
children to make their point, he
said.

The battle of the past two years
between the groups has caused a
lot of hard feelings.

“I've heard a lot of horrible
comments about ethnic minorities
in this district and about our
administrators being liars,” Eick-
mann said.

Another obstacle is the fact that
Koch and Nelson began a recall
drive against longtime board mem-
ber Pam Justice. The recall election

Justice said she felt “a little
uncomfortable™ serving alongside
her detractors but said she hopes
they change their minds after
working with her.

After the long, hostile meeting,\
Parker said it had been “healthy.” '

“It all has to come out, and then

we can start from there,” she said.

"Nelson wasn’t as optimistic.

“They've got their minds made
up,” she said. “They've already
decided we can’t possibly want to
help the district.”

Sun City West resident Keith
Watkins, who spoke opposing
de-annexation, agreed with Parker.

“There’s a lot to be done,” he
said, “and the conversation has just
begun tonight.”

/|

— NEW, fiom Page 1
oy your goal is not to be here,
then you shouldn’t be on this
board.”

But this time, Dysart supporters
weren't the only ones in the
audience. Retirees from the areas
seeking de-annexation also were
present.

Applause, boos, sarcastic laugh-
ter and taunting was heard from
both sides, those retirees supporting
efforts to de-annex from Dysart,
and parents, students, senior citi-
zens and school staff who oppose
it. :

The meeting at times became
chaotic as people argued with each
other.

The board members elected three
weeks ago — Robert Koch,
Eleanor R. Nelson and Rose Parker
— said they expected the meeting
to be contentious. The pressure
was evident.

“We've taken an awful lot of
crap from you guys tonight,”

Nelson said at one point to a .

chorus of boos.
Other residents pressed Koch,
former president of Citizens for

Tax Equity, which is pushing for

de-annexation, to answer to con-
flict-of-interest charges.

to vote on whether to belong to a
district or not,” he said.

! After more pressure - to say
whether he supported de-annex-
ation, Koch finally said, “I support
the right of the people to vote —
take it or leave it.”

The sides met on common
ground over only one issue: a call
to go after the Legislature for
equitable funding.

' All the board members agreed
that the group. should work
together toward that goal.
i But Joan Shafer, mayor of
Surprise, challenged the three new
members to show their cooperation
through action.
1 “You say you want the Legisla-
ture to solve the problem,” she
said. “Well, then, damn it, drop the
" de-annexation and work together.”
1 She received a standing ovation
from some in the audience, ‘but
Koch in turn challenged her to
slow her city’s growth, which ‘puts
A greater demand on the schools.
i Board President Mitch Eickmann
agreed that pressuring state law-
imakers was one positive of the
evening but added that it will be
“really hard to work toward that
end with the differences we have.”
' He said the rift will be difficult

“People in an area have a right
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| New Dysart
members
quit group

3 elected to board led
Citizens for Tax Equity

SUN CITY WEST — Three leaders of
Citizens for Tax FEquity resigned their
positions last week in the wake of their
election to the Dysart Unified School District
board.

Robert Koch stepped down as president
and Eleanor R. Nelson as vice president, and
Rose Parker quit as a member of the group’s
advisory committee.

However, they will still be members of the
group.

The three were elected to the Dysart board
on Nov.5, and their first school board
meeting was Tuesday. :

Citizens for Tax Equity, a group of
primarily Sun City West residents, has filed
petitions for a March election to consider I
de-annexation of the rest of Sun City West, as {
well as Sun Village in Surprise and about a . |

|

dozen Youngtown homes,  from..the Dysart w:¢
district.

A court hearing to decide whether the
election will proceed is scheduled for Tuesday.
The Dysart district and a Sun City West
attorney representing some Dysart students
are challenging the de-annexation effort.

Retirees in the newest part of Sun City
West say they are seeking de-annexation out
of fairness. They pay a rate of $6.93 — more
than three times as much in school taxes as
their neighbors in the de-annexed areas of
Sun City West and Sun City. Those
communities pay an unorganized school tax
rate of about $2.20 per $100 of assessed
valuation. That money goes to the state rather '
than to Dysart.

Christine Stelter, the remaining Citizens for
Tax Equity officer who served as secretary, i
will assume the post of interim president until !
there is an election of new officers Jan. 20.

Stelter, the only official spokesperson for
the group until new officers are installed, said
600 to 700 people usually attend the group’s
meetings.

She said her group is working for equitable
property taxes statewide and supports legisla-
tion to comply with the Arizona Supreme
Court’s mandate of equal funding for schools. '
It also supports impact fees on developers so
they assume more responsibility for growth.

— e e e ————
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pen ‘to-do’ lists
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By JANICE TARLETON
Staff writer

Searching for funding to re-
store art, music and sports
programs is at the top of the

“to-do” list for two of three

newly elected members of the
Dysart Unified School District
governing board, Eleanor
Nelson and Rose Parker.

The top priority for Bob
Koch is to work for overhaul
of the current school funding
system. “The funding of public
education is terrible. It's in-
adequate and it needs over-
hauling,” he said pointing out
that nearly everyone, in-
cluding the Arizona Supreme
Court, agrees. The task is
convincing the state Legisla-
ture, said Koch. He would like
to see the board lobby the
Legislature and support pro-
posals, like the one by Lisa
Graham Keegan, state super-
intendent of public instruc-
tion, aimed at changing the
system.

The most immediate con-
cern for Koch, however, is
bringing unity to the district.
“There's still a lot of miss-
tatements lying around. Some
factions obviously are not
willing to accept that fact that
the new board members have
ideas. We ought to be given
the opportunity to make them
work.”

“The factions have to be
educated,” he said. Koch
added that he hopes to ad-
dress some of the concerns
and misstatements tonight at
his first board meeting.

“1 would like to look into
and see if there is a way we
can put back music and art. I
want to see if there are other
things that can be cut,” said
Rose Parker.

Nelson concurred. “The
first thing I want to do is try
to find funding to restore
those programs. I want to see
if euts can be made. Most
businesses — and the school
district is much like a busi-
ness — have a lot of fat that
can be cut from somewhere.”

Nelson suggested they may
look at the personnel budget.
“1 would like a list of the
administrators’ salaries and
jobs. I personally want to see
that,” said the former reporter
and bureau chief for the
Chicago Tribune who won
awards for her investigative
journalism.

Koch, Nelson and Parker,
members of the Citizens for
Tax Equity group, ran on the
same platform, beating out
incumbents Rachel Villanueva
and Mary Johnson. Write-in
candidate Richard Snyder was
the only other challenger.

Koch, a retired attorney, is
“glad” about being elected
and said he can “contribute to
making the district better.”

Nelson said the Sun City
West residents will bring a

new perspective and expertise |.

to the board. “No one has
looked at the district from an
outside viewpoint. I believe
we can have a broader per-
spective of what is best for the
children in the long run,” she
said, adding “It requires ex-

L _

ertise to make effe-ctive pos-
li)t.ive changes, not just goo

motives.”

R o L i
Retirees |

ready for
1st meeting

-4« From A1

Even if the board members
are only in office until the end
of June, a possibility if Sun
City West expansion area
residents vote to deannex
from the district in March,
Nelson said, “I believe I can
make a positive difference —
even if it turns out to be a few
months.”

However, Nelson is weary of
the deannexation question,
“We wish people would not
focus so much on the question
of deannexation. It may not be
necessary if the Legislature
acts to equalize school fund-
ing and the builders assume
their responsibility for fun-
neling more children into the
school system,” she said. “We
wish people would focus in-
stead on the children and
their needs. We are com-
mitted to improving the entire
Dysart school system and
hope we can restore the art,

music, band and physical ed-

! ucation programs.”

Nelson says she is ready to
serve the entire three year
term. :

» See Retirees ready, A5,_ ‘

Directors
sworn in ...
just in time

Staff report

Newly elected Dysart
Unified School District
Governing Board mem-
bers took the oath of of-
fice just in the nick of
time Monday.

A school district
courier picked up the
certification letters for
Bob Koch, Eleanor Nel-
son and Rose Parker from
the Maricopa County
Elections Department in
downtown Phoenix about
3 p.m. and the three Sun
City West residents were
sworn in individually by
Pat Chalewa, the super-
intendent’s secretary, be-
tween 3:30 and 4:30 p.m.

State statute and board
policy mandates that
school board members be
sworn in at least 24 hours
before voting on any mat-
ters. A regular board
meeting is scheduled for
7 tonight, so members
had until 7 p.m. Monday.

. Although a canvass of
the votes had been com-
pleted early last week,
Marc Frazier of the Mar-
icopa County Elections
Department said the cer-

titicates had to be signed
by the chairman of the
board and County School
Superintendent Sandra E.
Dowling and “that takes
time.”

Pat Cholewa, a notary,
administered the oath in
her office and validated
the board member’s
signatures.

Handmade signs posted
around the city of Sur-
prise and a flier at City
Hall, paid for by Citizens
Against Higher Taxes,
encouraged residents to

'“Save the Children” and

attend the meeting. The
group, made up of par-
ents mostly from the
Kingswood Parke devel-
opment in Surprise, or-
ganized one day after the
election and are expected
to attend the meeting to-
night.

The flier contains
several inaccuracies, ac-
cording to Koch, and he
hopes to address those
statements at tonight’s
meeting.

Although few items on
the agenda require a
vote, a discussion of con-
cerns about deannexation
is scheduled. District. of-
ficials and board mem-
bers, expecting a large
crowd, have moved the
meeting from the class-
room-sized board room to
the high school cafeteria.

Admitting a board member

“needs to be Hercules,” to
deal with the problems facing
the district, Parker said she is
looking forward to the chal-
lenge. “I expect that it will
take a lot of my time, but it's
very exciting and I intend to
learn as much as I can and
work very hard at it,” said the
longtime elementary and spe-
cial education teacher, now
retired. “I really have to learn
how to be a good board mem-
ber,” she added.

Getting an overview of the
district: the history, problems
and day to day operations is a
priority for Parker. “I think
it's important to get a whole
picture of what went on,” she
said, adding that she would
like committees to bring back
reports on finances, cur-
riculum and staffing.

As a start, Nelson and
Parker planned to meet with
Margo Seck, assistant super-
intendent, to review textbooks
and discuss curriculum.

i
]
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LWV examines school-finance situation

By JEFF OWENS
Staff writer

The political minefield of Arizona
education financing was the subject
of discussion at a meeting of the
League of Women Voters of North-
west Maricopa County Friday morn-
ing.

Several dozen members gathered
at 9:30 in the Bell Library, where
guest speaker Tim Hogan outlined
the recent history of the state's
school finance woes. Hogan is the
executive director of the Arizona
Center for Law in the Public Inter-
est, which has initiated litigation
aimed at attaining uniform educa-
tion funding.

League President Jeana Petersen
started the meeting by calling atten-

tion to the divisiveness created by
the ongoing property tax battle in
the Dysart Unified School District.

“We are becoming polarized, and
there is a hate issue here that is
tearing our area apart,” she said.

“Equal state funding is an issue
the league can really look at,” Pete-
rsen said.

But in order to look at it in an
appropriate light, the issues need to
be understood as wholly as possible,
hence the address by Hogan.

Hogan has been involved in Ari-
zona education-finance litigation for
seven years. His firm was in-
strumental in hastening court rulings
that stipulate the state Legislature
must devise a uniform school finance
plan by June 30, 1998, or public
schools may be shut down.

Hogan said that constitutionally,
equity in school financing isn't a
difficult idea to grasp. “This is a very
straightforward case; it doesn’t take
a genius to understand that ‘uniform’
means uniform,” he said.

The main obstacle to reform is the
Legislature, which has a “mini-
malistic and simplistic” response to
the state Supreme Court’s order to
come up with a fair and workable
plan, he said. N

Hogan said the state Senate is the
problem, with powerful legislators
blocking solutions simply because of
their own electoral ambitions. Re-
publican Senate President Brenda
Burns is blocking a solution, Hogan
said, because she has aligned herself
with Republican Sen. Tom Patterson,

The Daily News-Sun welcomes

your comments and news fips.
Please call Jim Painter, news
editor, at 977-4660 with your
suggestions.

who will run for governor next year.
“If you're running for governor, you
don’t want the current governor to
be able to claim to have solved the
problem,” he said.

Hogan also said Gov. Jane D.
Hull’s rhetoric differs little from that
of her predecessor, who supported
the Assistance to Build Classrooms
bill which was declared inadequate
by the courts earlier this year.

A solution needs to come quickly,
Hogan said, because with the gov-
ernor’s and legislative seats up for
election next year, “it kind of messes
things up if the schools are closed.”

If that happens, the finger pointing
will be toward the governor’s office
and the Legislature, not the lawyers
and the school districts, Hogan
added.
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Dr. John Holten of Sun City talks to Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer at a
Northwest Valley Taxpayers Assocmﬂon meeting in Sun City West
Wednesday.
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By JANICE TARLETON %
Staff writer

Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer found
little support for her views on dean-
nexation Wednésday morning when
she addressed a standing-room only
crowd at a meeting of the Northwest
Valley Taxpayers Association in Sun
City West IR A

Shafer made comments for about
10 minutes, then fielded pointed
questions and responded to accusa-
tions and a few heated comments
during the 40-minute question-and-
answer period.

Association President Cliff Cowles
Jr., who invited Shafer to speak,
called it a “red hot issue’” and asked
the 100 or so people crowded into
the Community Room of the Bank of
America building on R.H. Johnson
Boulevard to remain polite.

Introducing herself as ‘‘your
neighbor across the street,” Shafer

challenged the audience to “pay'

what I pay (for school taxes) because
I'm your neighbor, too.”

Shafer is seeking to outlaw dean-
nexation and get a bill passed re-
quiring the $2.36 paid into the gen-
eral fund by already deannexed
areas to go directly to the school
district from which they withdrew.
“You live on a fixed income. So do I,
but by the looks of some of the
houses here, I'm more on a fixed
income,” she said.

“l say what I feel and it regularly -

gets me into trouble,” Shafer said,
tearing in half a speech the city
manager had written for her.
Referring to Sun City West, Shafer
commented, “I believe when a
community becomes so large and so
populated, it should have to in-
corporate to get off the county tax
role,” adding that her tax dollars
help pay for streets in the un-

» See Views on, A5
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incorporated community.
“Maybe I should deannex
from Maricopa County.
‘““Wherever your grand-
children are going to school,
someone is paying for their
education, probably someone
our age. How would you feel if
they refused to pay?” the gray-
haired mayor asked. She said
it bothers her that a “spiked
fence is going up between the
retirees and the young. I hear
it every.day,” she said, giving
the example of a little boy
who asked her why the ‘“old
ones” hate him and are deny-
ing him an education.

Audience members chal-
lenged “misinformation”
passed out at the polls during
the Nov. 4 Dysart school board
election that said deannexa-
tion would mean a 50 percent

to 60 percent tax increase for
those remaining in the dis-
trict, and accused Shafer and
others ‘of fueling the debate
with such “propaganda.”

The mayor, who said she
personally donated “a large
amount” to funding of the li-
terature, acknowledged that
taxes would increase by about
nine cents, but could reach
the higher figures if an over-
ride and bond election
passed.

“Do me a favor and tell
them to leave the new board
members alone so they can do
their job,” remarked one man.

Shafer directed a challenge
at newly elected Dysart school
board member Rose Parker,
who received the applause of
the crowd. “No infrastructure
can be built in six months.
Drop the deannexation and

stay in there for the three
years.”

Spontaneous shouts of “no”
rippled through the crowd.

“I'm glad you said the
Dysart schools have been in
bad shape for a long, long
time because you never say
that in the newspaper and we
get blamed for everything”
Parker said. She also disputed
the 50 percent to 60 percent
higher tax figure. “You didn’t
follow up with the other in-
formation. It's misinformation.
It’s not right and it’s not true.”

“We're not just saying we
don’t want to pay taxes. What
we really want is equal state
funding,” one man said.

“If you would quiet down on
the rhetoric, things might
calm down a little. We would
have better feelings if you
would stop calling deannexa-
tion a cancer and call it a

surgery instead,” said another
man. “Let's do something
about the cancer which is tax
inequity.”

Shafer calls deannexation a
cancer because it “spreads
and kills” school districts.
“Where is it going to stop?”
she asked. |

One man, who called him-
self “as narrow-minded” as
Shafer, said the bickering
should end and the two sides
should work together to get
the government to equalize
taxes. “We're busy fighting
and the government of this
state is not doing a darn thing
to get it straightened out. It

doesn’t take a lot of brains to

equalize this tax.”

“Tax equity means we all
pay equal taxes. Deannexation
is un-American,” said one
woman. “Every one of us got
an education through the

public education system.”

“No way,” said some mem-
bers of the audience, motion-
ing for her to sit down.

“Can we equalize tax short
of deannexation?” a man
asked. ‘

Shafer advocated the “sales
tax route,” relieved that she
finally got some applause. “If
we can put a sales tax on to
build a damn stadium, then
why can’t we put on a tax to
build and maintain schools?”
she asked.

“When you explained to that
little boy about the evil people
who didn’t want him to get an
education, did you explain
about all the people who vol-
unteer in the school?” one
woman asked.

Another, bothered by this
“hate thing,” said Shafer tap-
i =

ped her on the shoulder at a
polling. place and asked her
whether or not she liked
children. “We were fighting
for our rights,” the woman
told her Wednes_day.

Some suggested that the city.
impose impact fees on devel-
opers. Shafer said impact fees
are currently illegal in the
state, although Gilbert and
Apache Junction, two high-
growth areas, are trying to
take the issue to court. How-
ever, Shafer said she would
not support impact fees any-
way, because such fees would
rule out affordable housing
for young, struggling families.
Estimates made by city offi-
cials, which she could not
substantiate at the meeting,
were that $15,000 would have
to be added to every new
house to meet the building
needs of the school district.
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' Builders’ boon
contributes to
district’s bane

First in a series

By JANICE TARLETON
Staff writer )

The city of Surprise is “the Sur-

prise of Arizona,” touts promotional
brochures and videos.
. There's no doubt business is
booming in Surprise. The city was
founded in 1929 and incorporated in
1960, and its boundaries have ex-
panded like a rubber band to en-
compass some 65 square miles.

Industries are beginning to trickle |
in and a new house is completed in [

the city on an average of every three
hours and six minutes. Over the past
40 years, the population has grown
from 500 to nearly 15,000 this year
and is projected to more than double
by the year 2005.

It's a sunny picture .. until the
focus turns to the schools.

Surprise is located in the Dysart
Unified School District, which in-
cludes four elementary, one middle '
and one high school.

For new families moving to the
area, the real “surprise” comes
when they enroll their children in
the financially strapped district only
to find out that there is no art, mu-
sic, band, gifted program, or even
physical education in the lower:

grades, and that the high school ath=!

letic program is running on dona-
tions alone. Forget field trips. Turn-
over is high with 40 percent of the
district’s middle school teachers re-
placed this year alone.

A gamut of challenges faces the
district including extreme poverty, a
diverse population, and a large
constituency of retirees, who have
managed to defeat the past four
budget override and bond elections.
To top it off, retirement areas in the
district are attempting to deannex,
taking $79 million in assessed valu-
ation with them and dropping the
district bonding capacity to $7 mil-
lion — maybe enough to build one
elementary school.

Surprise Mayor -Joan Shater 1S
working on getting two bills passed
during the next legislative session:
one would make deannexation il-
legal, and the other would require
that the $2.36 tax paid into the gen-

eral education fund by already
deannexed areas would go to the
districts from which they have with-
drawn. But passage of the first bill, if
it comes, probably won’t happen be-
fore the March 1998 deannexation
vote.

“Education in Arizona is basically
not the best,” Shafer pointed out.
“What makes us different is we don’t
have the money to work with. We
have to spend too much time on
elections — time that could be spent
on education,” she said referring to
the deannexation election, and a
recall drive against school board
member Pam Justice.

District Business Manager David
Hammond said 80 percent to 90 per-
cent of!school districts’ depend ' on
the 10 percent--maintenance and
operations and 5 percent kindergar-

ten through third grade® budget -

overrides to fund the extra pro-
grams. If approved, :ithose bvetrtides
would pump $2.25 ﬁlil\lli{ﬁ,ﬂ‘p ﬁhe
struggling district. 7o T Tl

But, chances are, an override.won't
pass as long as the retirement' com-
munities remain in the district. The
first bond/budget override election,
in March 1995, failed by a 10 percent
margin, while the fourth, in May of
this year, was defeated by a 19 per-
cent margin.

Dave Reuter, manager of commu-
nity and public relations for the city,
occasionally gets questions from
prospective residents about the
school district. He tries to stress the
positives — the commitment and
tenure of teachers as well as in-
novative programs. “I try to explain

’ » See District woes, A5
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the dynamics of what hap-
pened in Peoria and the op-: ¢
tions we have this year with a
new governor who is a former
school teacher,” he said.
Peoria suffered through de-
feated bond elections and the
eventual deannexation of Sun
City to become one of the’
state’s better districts.

But for now, the school dis-

trict is a hard sell for new
home subdivisions. “It is one

of our biggest hurdles,” ad-
mits Rick Bertsch, sales asso- '
ciate for Brown Family Homes

in West Point Towne Center.. |
“It's a problem we address, Vo
but it's a dismal problem. We 1
tell them it isn’t as it should i
be for a full education, but in
four or five years things will
improve,” he said. ;

“It's definitely a roadblock,”
agreed sales associate Jeff
James, even though the sub-
division tallied 95 home sales’
in its first 12 weeks. “The,
schools are not that much of a |
problem for people with kids |
in the lower grades, but in |
junior high and high school
the lack of athletics is a huge |
negative,” said James,’ adding |
that it has affected sales of |
the larger homes. “They fall in |
love with the home, then they |

it's in.” ‘

“It's a valid point and it
does put a damper on sales,”
said Donna Dougherty, sales
associate for Estes Homes, |
also located in West Point |
Towne Center. “This genera-
tion of parents is concerned |
about kids getting a good ed- |
ucation and I tell them that all
the programs are not in place,
but they need to talk to their
neighbors and get out and
vote on bond issues and when
théspopulation ~comes  ‘up—it -
will get better,” she said. '

find out what school district \

‘ ///&/W

Cathy Piskel, who moved to
Kingswood = Park from Min-
resotd in Juné, said she feels
“misldd” by hér Shea Homes
salesperson. “They told me it
was an excellent school dis-
trict,” she said:

While visiting the area in
April, 'Piskel, concerned about
the education of her three
children, ages 13, 9 and 8,
went to nearby Kingswood
Elementary School and met
with school officials, who told
her about the upcoming bond/
override election.

“In my naivete, I thought
there's no way they would cut
out all that stuff,”- Piskel ex-
plained, but by .the time she
received a postcard from the
school telling her the override
was defeated, it was too late -

to cancel the move.

Although she has found
Dysart tgachers to be “ex-
cellent,” ‘sire is disappointed
in- the. lack of funding. She
said, “It goes beyond physical
education and music. In my
daughter’s fourth-grade class
there are not enough text-
books. They have to share. I
see the need to focus on ac-
ademics, but they still need to
have something to balance
their day.”

Piskel, who speaks Spanish,
said she likes the diversity of
the' middle school, where her
son attends eighth grade and
where she volunteers in the
library, but she has more
serious concerns. The math
book he is using this year is
the same one he used in sixth
grade in Minnesota. In addi-
tion, she said the school’s
“rules and regulations are
overwhelming. It's policed.”

“] can’'t pin down what it
is,” she said, searching for
words. “It's the poverty, the
lack of caring ... the adminis-
tration thinks everyone is bad,
and there’s no respect for the
kids.”

Sitting in the living room of
her beautifully decorated two-
story home; Piskel said that
knowing what she knows now,
she would not move to the
area again. As for the future,
she said, “We absolutely will
move. We will probably not
stay over three years. 1 will
not have my daughters in the
junior high.”

In 'the meantime, she is
considering driving the chil-
dren to a Catholic school.
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CTE wins in Dys

JElecton
Resuls-

| Dysart

Here are the unofficial results

of the Dysart Unified School
Distriect Governing Board elec-
tion.

v Eleanor Nelson
»~Rose. PaJ.ger Wiighessaneas @ 769
Rachel ‘hllanueva

---------

......... 1,568
Richard Snyder............. 1,308
Other write-ins ........ccvveeeens 19

Here are the unofficial results
of the Peoria Acacia District city
council election.

_w»Hortencia Gutierrez...... 276
Victor Borrero ..............

1‘.135‘:# A
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Trio VOWS to improve di’su:iﬂ,g;;g‘-?,-,;.-ﬂ—i

By JANICE TARLETON
Staff writer ‘

Members of .the  Citizens for Tax:
}Q'Equi i.gmun oustedL
Mary Johnson and RHSH T’Vill&’miév
by a nearly 2-1 margin to take con-
.trol of the five-member Dysart Uni-
fied' School . Distrlct Governing
Board _

"Sun__City West resldents Robert
Koch, Eleanor | Nelson and Rose
Parker, members of the group seek-
ing deannexation from the finan-
cially troubled school district, each
garnered about 2,800 votes out of the
4,515 ballots cast. Each voter could
vote for three candidates.

CTE, the group that essentially
forced the election, had challenged
the ward system instituted for last
year’s election. The ward system was
ruled unconstitutional by the Ari-
zona Supreme Court, forcing Tues-
day’s vote.

The three will finish the remaining
three years of the four-year term
unless a deannexation proposal is
approved by voters in March. In that
case, the three would no longer
reside in the district and would have
to resign from the board, probably at
the end of the fiscal year, June 30.

The senior citizens join Pam Jus-

Michael Patino................... 76

] —— me———————

in March, also prompted by CTE, and

President Mitch Eickmann, making it
an all-Anglo board in a district with
a population that is 66 percent His-
:panic, 5 percent African-American

incumbents *land 26 percent Caucasian.' Both ous-

o' incumberitsiwerd mindrities. > "

“I think the Justice Department
lacked some information on repre-
sentation by minority groups,” said
Surprise City Manager Dick McComb.
*“Now all of them have been re-
moved.” McComb, who was also
elected to the board under the ward
system, did not run this time.

“The people of Sun City West have
bitten off a big chunk. I just hope
their statements are true that they
are interested in the kids’ educa-
tion,” he added.

In a prepared statement, Koch,
Nelson and Parker said, “Our aim
will be to improve the education of
the district’s children. We hope that
.parents and~school personnel will
support us in achieving this goal.”

“Why can’t people accept the fact
that we could possibly want to help
the district?” Eleanor Nelson asked.
“Why would we try to do a disservice
to the district when there are hun-
dreds of people here who spend time
volunteering in the district?

“Everything we do will be aimed at

_tice, who is facing a recall electlpn "Betterlng the school system down

"" . » See Victors pladge, A5

Victors pledge to improve dlstrlct

<4 From A1

Nelson said it is not neces-

there — everything,” ‘Nelson
said. “We hope we can change

the attitude of parents
school
need their cooperation to

bring about the changes to

improve the education
their children.”

The diverse Dysart district

encompasses tiny El Mi

the second poorest city
Arizona, Luke Air Force Base,
fast-growing Surprise, parts of
Sun City West, as well as rural

ranches.

officials because we

sary to be Hispanic to under-
stand the needs of the people
in the district. “There is the
assumption that we don’t un-'
derstand or we don't care to
understand and that is an er-
roneous assumption,” she
said. “What you need is the
background and expertise to
do what is best for the dis-
triet.” g
“I'm pretty disappointed,”

said Eickmann. “It's un-
fortunate that people are only
concerned about their tax bill
and don’t care about the kids’

and
help -
for

rage,
in

—

education.” ’ J

He likened the election to a
group of children playing
baseball on a neighborhood
lot with makeshift equipment.
Along comes a bunch of older,
bigger kids with bats, balls
and gloves and they want the
lot, so they challenge the
younger kids to a game, with
the winner taking possession
of the lot. “It doesn’t mean it’s
right for the older kids to do
it, but they had the power to

do it ... they had the power to
take it,” he said.
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Clergymen
called upon

to help

heal rift

By JEFF OWENS
Staff writer

Healing the relationship between
the financially troubled Dysart Uni-
fied School District and the sur-
rounding communities was the topic
at last week’s breakfast meeting of
the Sun Cities Area Ministerial As-

sociation.

Clergymen from the West Valley
met in the Sun City Country Club.

Noel Willis of Sun City West’s
Property Owners and Residents As-
sociation was the featured speaker.

Without delving into the complex
web of tax issues and accusations
that accompany almost any discuss-
ion of the district, Willis spoke of a
genuine need for healing among the
communities who have seen the fig-
urative spilling of some bad blood in
the disutes over district funding and
poliey.

Representatives of all faiths ac-
cepted his remarks resoundingly.

“l just know the Presbyterians,”
Willis said with a laugh afterward.

SCAMA Secretary Gina Griesman
applauded Willis’s efforts, and said
what better group to start a discuss-
ion of healing than the local clergy.

‘“When Noel first contacted us
about addressing this group, his
concern was, ‘How do we start the
ball rolling — healing the community
not just with the tax issues, not just
with the Dysart issues, but acting
more like civilized human beings to
each other,” she said. “And, of
course, this group, these pastors in
the pulpit, they are in the perfect
position to start the ball rolling on
this.”

“If they can carry this message
back to their groups, I think it's
certainly step one.”
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“Tax equity group strikes out on splitting ballot
Judge rules Dysart one consolidated area

By Ruth Borchardt
With a definitive "no," Judge
Robert Myers ruled against Citi-
zens for Tax Equity although the
group of retirees apparently was
not named by the judge.
' A proposed ballot that could

have allowed them to vote one"

another out of the Dysart School
District was vetoed by the judge.
Dysart held out for one consoli-

| dated area, and Judge Myers
agreed with them.

" The proposed ballot item for
deannexation will have one ques-
tion instead of four. Voters will
be asked whether portions of the
district should no longer be obli-
gated to pay Dysart taxes. There
~must be a majority of those vot-
|ers who want to leave the Dis-
trict, and a majority of those who
will stay to pass the issue accord-
ing to the ruling.

Myers' ruling was to the effect
that four ballot questions would
dilute the votes of those wishing
to remain in the Dysart District.

Cristine Stelter, interim presi-
dent of Citizens for Tax Equity,
said the organization will have no
comment until after the election
of a new president and board in
January.

Eleanor Nelson, former active
member of the group, is no lor r

ger involved, since she was elect-
ed to the Dysart School Board in
November. She did say, "I think
we need to get beyond the sub-
ject of deannexation, and on to
improving the operation of these

"We will see every
child in every

schools." :

Nelson, Bob Koch and Rose
Parker have visited two schools
in the area. Nelson said that she
feels there is a threat to the health
of the children in some of her re-
search at Kingswood Elementary.
There also seems to be over-
crowding, and according to some
teachers, a great lack of books.
One teacher reportedly said that
"we are in great need of more
books."

Kingswood School's Principal
Femado De La Ossa said, "There
will be enough books.

"It's an open ended question

with our 'growing pains'. The
books are spread around as much
as possible. New books have
been ordered. Not all have ar-
rived yet. In some instances, with
certain types of literature pro-
grams, sometimes books are
shared—perhaps one for every
two students. Among 100 kids
there may be 15 to 20 without
books in mathematics and sci-
ence.

"Two years ago we didn't have
the money and it was voted to
use just one half set of books.
Now we have more money. It's
the overcrowding that's the prob-
lem, all the new students arriv-
ing. I'm not so sure what enough
is enough. With every shipment
of books distributed, | check with
the teachers and ask, 'What do
you need? But we won't be able
to please every single teacher.
There are primary textbooks, plus
other supplemental ones. We
won't always be able to supply
the supplemental ones to each
student.

"] think we're missing the
point. We should be focusing on
class size, and also there aren't
enough programs such as music,
art and P.E., plus our district has
amuch lower pay scale for
teachers. LYVe can't compete with

districts paying as much as
$4;000 a year more. These are
bigger problems than textbooks.
I'm concemed where we're going
to put the new kids."

Nelson said, "We will see ev-
ery child in every grade has a
textbook," apparently believing
this is a major issue.

Seemingly, some of the teach-
ers did not know of the decision
not to have a text book for every
child. There seemed to be a lack
of communication.

Nelson was reportedly some-
what taken aback to see outside a
kindergarten classroom newspa-

per articles pasted on the wall in
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of the three new retiree members

disfavor of the new board and it's

y are

trying to achieve was included,

members. One letter of criticism and.the goals of what the
according to Nelson.

was also noted, and not one arti-

cle giving any favorable picture
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Koch, Nelson, Parker will set
Dysart District on course

By ROBERT F. KOCH,
ELEANOR R. NELSON
and ROSE L. PARKER

Robert F. Koch, Eleanor R. Nelson
and Rose L. Parker are running as a

slate for the three
open positions on
the governing board
of the Dysart Unified
School District.
Their combined
experience in the
fields of teaching,
school administra-
tion, journalism and VIEW

law, as well as in .
parenting, will en- .
able them to meet the challenge the
distict now faces.

Koch, Nelson and Parker are

united in their commitment to im-
proving the district’s educational
programs, students’ test scores and
financial position. They are deeply
concerned about the district’s stu-
dents and faculty and realize the
importance of good education for the

next generations.
It is common knowledge that the

Dysart Unified School District has
many problems. School officials have
cut programs, because, they say,
there is insufficient funding. Ac-
ademic performance must be im- -

proved.
These problems can be solved if

the district is led by citizens with
wisdom, knowledge and experience,
and if all factions of the community

are willing to work together.

As members of the governing
board, Koch, Nelson and Parker will
work hard to solve these problems.
They will become familiar with the
present operation of the school dis-
trict and will work at resolving its
current difficulties. They also will
explore new educational approaches.
that could benefit the children.

Changes must be made, and Koch,
Nelson and Parker have the courage
and expertise to make them. A vote
for Koch, Nelson and Parker is a
vote for our children’s future.

The writers are candidates for the
governing board of the Dysart Uni-
fied School District.
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‘Deannexation is a
cancer and cancer
kills. | do not want to
see our educational
system dead.’

Joan Shafer
Surprise mayor

|72

Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz.

Friday, Oct. 10,

1997

'Surprise drafts bills

to nip deannexation.

By JANICE TARLETON
Staff writer

Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer
received unanimous approval
from the City Council to
proceed with plans to draft
two legislative bills aimed at
school district deannexations.
Council member Johnny Mon-
toya was absent. .

The bills, to be written and
sponsored in conjunction with
Sen. Ed Cirillo of Sun City
West, R-District 15, would
make deannexation illegal
and would require the $2.20
tax paid into the general fund
by deannexed areas to go to
the school districts from
which they have withdrawn.

In asking for the council’s
support, Shafer, who ap-
peared a bit nervous, said it
wasn't her intention to get in-
volved in the administration
of schools.

“The city is only as strong as
its citizens. Children can only
be as strong as the school sys-
tem. They have a right to a
good education and we have a
responsibility to see that they
have it,"” she said.

“Deannexation is a cancer
and cancer kills. I do not want
to see our educational system .
dead,” she corntinued. “I hope
all the citizens can be behind °
me, because it's going to take
all of us-to get it through.”

There was no public hearing
or comment on the matter and
little reaction from the 20 or
so people in the audience,

At the end of the meeting,
Shafer reported that she and
other council members
handed a letter to Gov. Jane
Hull at a League of Cities
meeting earlier this week de-
tailing concerns about dean-
nexation. They handed out 100
copies of the letters to offi-
cials from other cities also, -
asking them to sign the letter
and return it to Hull, she said.

In other business, the

council authorized City Man-.’

ager Dick McComb to institute
litigation, if needed, to ac-
quire 640 acres of land owned
by the City of Phoenix.
McComb said litigation to
acquire the abandoned airport
property may not be neces-
sary.
» See Council shares, AS

]

Council shares concerns in letter to Hull

< From A1

Commission. They include re- members be selected by

The change increases den-
sity from 22 to 28 units per

“It’'s too great a

responsibility for one person,”

committee.
said Shafer.

Donald

turning members
Jones, chairman, and Darrell

“There’s a lot of negotia-

tions going on,”

decreasing unit size
from 2,000-square-feet to

acre,

along with new ap-

1,550. A neighbor, who said pointees Antonio Segarra,

she bought a home in the area

Belk,

he said.

“Phoenix wants to work with
us in trying to get it resolved.”

In other action, the council
renewed a one-year contract

for $96,993 with Canyon State

Daniel

Mariah Bradford,

A zoning variance to allow
construction of a three-story,

Morris, Robert Gonzales and

for the “open-space effect,”

objected to a three-story Carl Cox. Selected for the first

structure. Her concerns were
somewhat allayed by viewing
drawings of the building. Vice

110-unit assisted living facility
located at Parkview Place and

Property Services for land-

time by a committee rather
than the mayor, they will each

scape maintenance on Bell
Road. Even with an increase

Mountain View Boulevard was

serve a two-year term starting
today and ending June 30,

1999.

approved. The variance was -

of nearly $10,000 over last
year’s contract, the company

Mayor Roy Villanueva voted

against the request.

requested because the city’s

was the lowest of three bid-

current zoning ordinance does
not address this type of de-

Council members discussed
the possibility of drafting an

chosen

from a field of 17 applicants,
were appointed to the Sur-
prise Planning and Zoning

Seven members,

members re-
marked that the company has

ders. Council
done a good job.

velopment, said Shirley Berg,

planning director.

ordinance’ that would stagger
the terms and require that
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‘Mayor fights deannexation

effect has been created and, if
it continues, ‘‘we will have a

sigﬁatures‘ to force a spring

Staff report
1998 vote on deannexation

Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer
will ask the City Council for
authorization to draft two leg-
islative bills aimed at curbing
deannexation at a meeting
scheduled for 7 p.m. today in
City Hall, 12425 W. Bell Road,
Suite D-100.

Shafer said the bills, to be
written and sponsored in con-
junction with Sen. Ed Cirillo
of Sun City West, R-District
15, would make deannexation
illegal and would require tax
money paid into the general
fund by deannexed areas to go
to the school district in which
they reside.

A Sun City West group,
Citizens for Tax Equity, rep-
resenting homeowners in the

from the Dysart Unified
School District, of which Sur-
prise is a part. If that drive is
successful it will cut expan-

sion area tax bills in half,

putting them on par. with what
residents in the original Sun
City developments pay now.

However, the . already-
strapped school district would
have to depend on state aid
for 80 percent of its budget,
and other taxpayers in the
district would see an increase
in tax bills of 10 cents per
$100 of assessed valuation.” -

Shafer, who called dean-
nexation “a cancer that is go-
ing to destroy our schools,”
said her action was prompted

state of nothing but sick
school districts.”

Del Webb's original Sun City
deannexed from the Peoria

Unified School District in
1974.
In other business, the

council is expected to appoint
members to the city's Plan-
ning and Zoning Board. Two
new and three returning
members, selected by a com-
mittee to represent a broad
section of the community, will
serve a term from Oct. 10,
1997, to June 30, 1999.

The council also will have
its first reading of an or-
dinance that proposes several
City Zoning

expansion area of that com-
. munity, has collected enough

tempt.. She said a

by the latest deannexation at-
“domino”

changes to the
: Ordinance.

~ Thursday, November 6, 1997 THE WESTER Page 5

Surprise Mayor takes up the cause
against school deannexation

By Ruth Borchardt

Nov. 12, 10 a.m., at the Bank
of America Community Room
on R.H. Johnson Blvd., a public
meeting will be held where the

guest speaker will be Mayor Joan

Schaeffer of Surprise.

" The subject of deannexation

from the Dysart School District,
still being hotly debated, not only
in Sun City West, but in other
neighboring areas, will be ad-
dressed by the Mayor.

The Northwest Valley Taxpay-
ers Association is sponsoring the
event. Cliff Cowles, Jr., president
of the NWTA, said, "Our Board,
acting on the recommendation of

“Jerry Medford, member of the

Sun City West Recreation Cen-

_ ters' Governing Board, decided

that this is a subject that has not

had enough public discussion and
is too important, and possibly
will become too divisive an issue

" {o leave in limbo." . :

The members of Citizens for
Tax Equity are strongly in favor
of deannexation. Mayor
Schaeffer feels, "We are nota
nation of elderly or young, but a

. nation that needs to work togeth-
;- er for the betterment of all:z - -

This will be an open meeting
for all parties interested in attend-
ing. -
There will be a question and
answer session after Schaeffer's
talk.

With many of the residents of .
the expansion area of SCW and
Citizens for tax Equity group
working for deannexation, the
topic is in the forefront of many
Westers' thinking.
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By Lori Baker
The Arizona Republic

EL MIRAGE — Retirees are in the lead
in their battle with the Dysart Unified
School District, but they may be in for
another fight yet.

On Wednesday, the retirees scored their
third victory in their bid to alter the Dysart
district when a Maricopa County Superior
Court judge denied Dysart’s request for a
temporary restraining order to halt a
de-annexation election that could let four
retirement communities leave the district,

However, Judge Robert Myers found that
the school board’s complaint stated a “valid
claim™ and ordered that a hearing be held
Nov. 25 to determine whether to halt the

‘Retirees win another

Eleanor Nelson, vice president of Citi-
zens for Tax Equity, which filed petitions
for the de-annexation election, said her
group has no plans to halt preparations for
the election. It is scheduled for spring.

The Rev. Mitchell Eickmann, president
of the Dysart school board, said he looks
forward to the hearing but was disappointed
that the restraining order wasn’t granted.

“I certainly hope that for a change the
court will look as to what are going to be
the long-term repercussions,” Eickmann
said. “The damage they (members of the
citizens group) are doing is so much more
than the little benefit they would gain, it
seems unconscionable that someone could

— Please see RETIREES, Page 3

election.

Retirees win another round against Dysart

— RETIREES, from Page |

support the de-annexation at this
time, especially by an unfair elec-
toral process.”

In their motion for a restraining
order, Dysart officials challenged
the way the group’s petitions were
set up.

Dysart’s attorney, Jose Martinez,
argued that the de-annexation area
should be consolidated rather than
divided into four areas.

Martinez pointed out that resi-
dents of the retirement communities
could cast votes both as residents
of the de-annexed areas and as
residents of the territory to remain
in the school district. By dividing
up. the retirees could vote each
other out of the district.

Each voter may vote on all four
questions. A Sun City West voter,
for example, could vote on his own
area to be de-annexed and then vote
on the other three questions that he
is willing to assume financial
liability for the other de-annexed
areas. But if the Sun City West area
is de-annexed, that voter would not
have to bear the tax liability.

County Schools Superintendent
Sandra Dowling, county elections
director Karen Osborne and the
county supervisors were named as
defendants in the lawsuit in an
attempt to bar them from taking
action to hold the de-annexation
election.

Dean Wolcott, deputy county
attorney, said he believes that

hb

The damage they (members of the
citizens group) are doing is 50
much more than the little benefit
they would gain, it seems
unconscionable that someone could
support the de-annexation at this
time, especially by an unfair
electoral process.

Tue Rev. MiTCHELL

EICKMANN
DYSART SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT

multiple questions in the de-annex-
ation election are allowed under
law.

The de-annexation petitions have
not been validated by county offi-
cials to determine whether an
election should be called, Osborne
said.

The citizens group filed petitions
Sept. 3 with Dowlings office to
call for an election for voters to
consider de-annexing four areas
from the Dysart district: two sec-
tions of the Sun City West expan-
sion area, Sun Village and a portion
of Youngtown.

Residents in those areas want out
of the Dysart district because they
pay higher taxes than residents in
neighboring retirement communi-
ties that are not in the district. The
citizens group has been blamed for
defeating two overrides and three
bond proposals in the past two

years, leading to the cancellation of
some academic and sports pro-
grams.

The citizens group had won other
victories in recent weeks.

The group successfully chal-
lenged the district’s fax rate.
County officials agreed that a
mistake was made in the notices
sent to taxpavers. The rate should
be $1.20 lower than initially set,
and Supervisor Jan Brewer said
taxpayers who already paid their
bills can get refunds or credits.

Dysart’s total tax rate initially
was set at $8.13, up from last year’s
$7.32 per $100 of assessed valua-
tion. The new total rate is $6.93.

Three weeks ago. the citizens
group scored a legal victory on a
difTerent issue. The state Supreme
Court refused to consider Dysart’s
appeal of a ruling that declared the
district’s ward system for electing
board members unconstitutional.

As a result, an at-large school
board election will be held Nov. 4
to determine who should serve the
rest of the terms that expire i
2000. Four Sun City West residents
and incumbents Rachel Villanueva
and Mary Johnson are competing
for three seats. Villanueva and
Johnson were elected in the ward
system election, along with Richard
McComb, who decided not to run
again.

The de-annexation election could
be held as early as March.

Eickmann said he believes the
proposed de-annexation would be a

burden on an already finan
strapped district.

If the de-annexation is
cessful, the retirement commu
will no longer pay Dysart taxe:

“The burden will then fall o
remaining taxpavers in the <
district. which is generally ma:
of lower middle. middle clas
minority residents.” Eickmann

If the proposed four area
de-annexed. Dysart  would
about one-fourth to one-third
assessed valuation of proper
$31 million to $41 million
primary assessed valuation is
§123 million. said  David
mond. Dysart’s business manat

That would result in an in
in the primary tax rate for re:
ing taxpavers of between S1.9
$2.96 per S100 assessed vah
The current primary ftax 1
$5.92, he said. The primary ta
generates revenue for the
operation of the school district

Retirement communities li!
City and the original Sun Cin
now pay an unorganized -«
district tax rate of $2.20 per
of assessed valuation, com
with the Dysart district tax r:
about $8.12 per $100. The w
nized district tax revenue is
among all school districts
than in a specific one.

Republic feporter Jennifer Barrett ¢
uted to this story.

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-7
at lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail.
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Retirees win anothér round ‘_agai[_lSt Dysart'

By Lori Baker
The Arizona Republic

EL MIRAGE — Retirees are in the lead
in their battle with the Dysart Unified
School District, but they may be in for
another fight yet.

On Wednesday, the retirees scored their
third victory in theif bid to alter the Dysart
district when a Maricopa County Superior
Court judge denied Dysart’s request for a
temporary restraining order to halt a
de-annexation election that could let four
retirement communities leave the district.

However, Judge Robert Myers found that
the school board’s complaint stated a “valid
claim” and ordered that a hearing be held
Nov. 25 to determine whether to halt the
election.

Eleanor Nelson, vice president of Citi-
zens for Tax Equity, which filed petitions
for the de-annexation election, said her
group has no plans to halt preparations for
the election. It is scheduled for spring.

The Rev. Mitchell Eickmann, president
of the Dysart school board, said he looks
forward to the hearing but was disappointed
that the restraining order wasn’t granted.

“] certainly hope that for a change the
court will look as to what are going to be
the long-term repercussions,” Eickmann
said. “The damage they (members of the
citizens group) are doing is so much more
than the little benefit they would gain, it
seems unconscionable that someone could

— Please see RETIREES, Page 3
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Dysart files Iawsult against

county agencies

By JEFF OWENS
Staff writer

The Dysart Unified School District
has fired the latest salvo in the bat-
tle over the proposed deannexation
of four retirement communities from
the district.

Dysart attorneys filed a lawsuit in
Maricopa County Superior Court on
Tuesday seeking to stop a March
1998 deannexation referendum.

The suit was filed against the
Maricopa County school superin-
tendent, Maricopa County elections
director and Maricopa County Board
of Supervisors. It charges that the

proposed deannexation by residents
of the Sun City West expansion area
— split in two for electoral purposes,
Youngtown and Sun Village in Sur-
prise is illegal.

“All the main defendants have re-
sponsibilities as it relates to holding
the deannexation election,” said

Dysart attorney Jose Martinez. .

“Therefore, they are the logical de-
fendants in a lawsuit seeking to stop
the deannexation election.”

Dysart officials released a written
statement on Tuesday which ex-
plained their “belief that the ballots,
as they have been submitted, violate
the statute which authorizes dean-

nexation elections.”

That law, A.R.S. 15460, requires
approval on deannexation by both a
majority of voters in the proposed
deannexation area and a majority of
voters in the remaining area of the
district. -

As currently designed, the March
election will allow residents of the
fleeing retirement communities to
vote as resideiits of the deannexing
areas and as residents of the area
remaining in the district. The result,
according to Tuesday's statement, is
that “residents of the deannexing
retirement communities may vote to
deannex and avoid school taxes and,

at the same election, have their vote the

retirement communities are

count as a vote in the group remain-
ing in the school district in favor of
deannexation.”

Governing Board President Mit-
<chell Eickmann said that “when you
set up an election like this where
some voters can vote both sides of
the issue, you're basically stacking
the deck against the residents of the
district who ultimately remain.”

Dysart officials believe that in
such a scenario, the retirees will
succeed in deannexing, even while
the majority of voters living outside

against deannexation.

Deannexation petitions from the
four retirement communities given
to the county school superintendent’s
office were forwarded to the Elec-
tions Department early in Sep-
tember. The groups were easily able
to collect the necessary signatures
during their petition drive.

If deannexation is successful,
those retirement communities will
no longer pay education taxes, and
the expense will then fall to the

_ district’s remaining taxpayers.
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K.L.D.S. may knock on your door this week

By CHRIS RASMUSSEN

independent Newspapers %‘é/f 7

Prohibited by law to campaign
for its May 20 override election,
Dysart Unified School District is
receiving a helping hand from a
newly created organization that
aims to bring awareness of the dis-

trict’s condition to the voters.
Project K.1.D.S. (Keep
Improving Dysart Schools) plans
to campaign for the district through
a variety of means, including door-
to-door visits to residents in the
expansion area of Sun City WesL.
“We're going to get an army of
volunteers and go door to door, let-

ting people know the terrible finan-
cial shape the district is in and how
important this override election
really is,” says Jane Plank of Sun
City West.

The Dysart Unified School
District is bounded by Jomax Road

See M KIDS, Page 10

to the north, Glendale Avenue to the
south, the White Tank Mountains to
the west and the Agua Fria River to
the east.

In addition to door-to-door visits,
the organization plans to mail litera-
ture, advertise in newspapers and
conduct a telephone campaign.

“I’m going to vote for the over-
ride,” says Sun City West expansion
resident Lee Ormsbee. “I think it’s
needed.

“1 heard that on a $160,000 home,
which is what most of the homes in
the expansion area cost, the tax is
$27 and I certainly can afford that. I
would hope everybody could,” says
Mrs. Ormsbee.

Project K.I.D.S. member and Sun
City West resident Lila Schwartz
says the group will be involved with
registering voters throughout the
district, including the expansion
area.

More than $12,000 has been
raised and budgeted for the group’s
efforts. '

“It’s a political action committee
made strictly of volunteers,” says
Dr. Jesus de la Garza, Dysart
Unified School District superinten-
dent.

“They are trying to share informa-
tion with individuals who might be
willing to listen to a different point
of view.”

Felix Maccagnano, who lives in
the Dysart Unified School District,

hopes to change a few minds on the
override issue.

“For people to want to pull out
and not help the schools is wrong,”
Mr. Maccagnano says. "I have
grandchildren in other districts and
other people help to pay for their
education. Well, these grandchil-
dren need help also.”

Pam Justice, president-elect of the
Arizona School Board Association
and Dysart board member, says
people don’t realize how little the
override will actually cost them.

“A $100,000 home would cost
taxpayers $14 a year,” Mrs. Justice
says. “I don’t think people realize
it’s going to cost so little.”

The Rev. Keith Watkins, who
lives in the Sun City West expan-
sion area, says he plans to support
Project K.I.D.S. because he views
education as the key to a strong
community, state and nation.

“The public schools are part of
the basic institution of American
life,” the Rev. Watkins says. “All
Americans have an obligation.”

Mrs. Ormsbee. agrees. “I've
always. been for public education. 1
have no children, and I have always
supported schools.

“I think there are quite a few
against the override, but 1 really
think the other side hasn’t gotten the
message out. | don’t believe all peo-
ple in the expansion area are against
it, I would just hate to believe that.”
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- Dysart deannexers file petitions

By JEFF OWENS
Staff writer

Petitions from groups wishing to
deannex from the Dysart Unified
School District were forwarded to
the Maricopa County Elections De-

" partment Friday by officials of the

Maricopa County School Superin-
tendent'’s office.

A vote on deannexation for Sun
City West, Sun Village and Young-
town could come in March. More
than 2,000 people signed deannexa-
tion petitions late in August, almost
twice as many as were needed to put
the issue on a ballot.

“We're kind of on hold right now,”
said Marc Frazier, chief deputy of
Maricopa County school department,
noting that the elections department
now has 60 days to validate the
signatures.

Officials of Citizens for Tax Equity

also filed school board nomlnatlo
petitions with the Maricopa County
School Superintendent office last
week, moving the district one step
closer to a Nov. 10 special election. §

The petitions name four candi-
dates for the three seats that will be
open in the election, bringing the
total to six — incumbent board
members Mary Johnson and Rachel
Villanueva have also filed ballot pe-
titions. )

Incumbent and Surprise City
Manager Dick McComb is not seeking
reelection. wf

Two of the four Citizens Candl-
dates are that organization’s presi-
dent and vice president, Bob Koch
and Eleanor Nelson.

Citizens for Tax Equity have ln-
itiated a flurry of activity in recent
months, organizing petition drives to
accomplish three goals: ]

B Representation on the schoq}

board and abandonment of the dis-
trict’s ward system of election for the
board.
B Deannexation from the district.
B Removal of long time Dysart
school board member Pam Justice.

Representation and deannexation
may appear contradictory — any of
Citizens for Tax Equity’s nominees
who are elected to the school board
would have to step down on June 30
if deannexation is successful.

“The sequence is a little unusual,”
said Dysart Superintendent Jesus de

la Garza.
The special election stems from

Citizens for Tax Equity’s successful .

court challenge of the con-
stitutionality of the ward system,
which was adopted in 1996. The
Maricopa County Superior Court and
state appeals court invalidated the
ward system, and the Arizona Su-
preme Court will decide on Sept. 16

whether to consider the matter.

Dysart critics in Sun City West
have been instrumental in defeating
three district budget overrides in the
last two years, despite the fact that
they are a voting minority in the
district.

While the prospect of having some
of Dysart’s most venomous critics on
the school board presents “a very
difficult position” for Dysart admin-
istrators, de la Garza said the ward
system was designed to include, not
exclude, those minorities.

“We're not averse to representa-
tion on the governing board from
Sun City West — we never have
been,” he said. “It (the ward system)
was intended to ensure proportion-
ate representation on the board.”

“But if the ward system is not able
to be continued, I think it jeopard-
izes any minority representation on
the board.”
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But de-annexation try
could make reign short

By Lori Baker
The Arizona Republic

A group of retirees in the Dysart Unified
School District hopes to gain control of the
school board, but its reign could be a short
one.

Three people endorsed by Citizens for
Tax Equity might be elected during a
special election in November, and a fourth
might be elected to the five-member board
during a recall election in March.

However, they might serve only until

——

June 30 if voters approve requests from
Sun City West, Youngtown and Sun Village
to get out of the district.

That decision also is expected to come
in March. If de-annexation is approved, any

‘board members living in those areas would

have to step, down. Sandra Dowling,
Maricopa County’s superintendent of
schools, will seek a legal opinion about
how soon replacements for those vacated
seats would be named.

State law says de-annexation will take
effect June 30 if the proposal is passed, but
it's unclear whether the board members
would be eligible to serve until then.

Citizens for Tax Equity filed petitions
with Dowling’s office last week to place

Retirees target control of Dysart

four candidates for the three seats on the
Nov. 10 ballot. They are Sun City West
residents Robert Koch, Eleanor R. Nelson,
Ted Nuss and Rose Parker. Koch is the
group’s president, and Nelson is the vice
president.

Board incumbents Rachel Villanueva, a
nine-year veteran, and Mary Johnson, who
joined the board in January, also have filed
petitio to be on the ballot. Dick
McComb, who has served on the board
since January, did not seek re-election.

The}special election is the result of a
lawsuit filed by Citizens for Tax Equity
protesting the creation of a ward system in
Novenpber 1996. A Superior Court judge in
April declared the system unconstitutional.

‘terms in that election. A Court of Appeals

Under the ward system, district voters
elected representatives from certain areas
rather than at large. Villanueva, McComb
and Johnson were elected to four-year

judge allowed the three board members to
serve ntil the special election. The Arizona,

Supreme Court is expected to decide|.

Monday whether it will consider an appeal,
which could halt the election.

The citizens group, which is made up
primarily of Sun City West expansion area
residents, led the effort to reject override
and bond proposals the past couple years.

“We are convinced that the district can

— Please see DYSART, Page 5

Dysart
takeover
targeted

— DYSART, from Page 1

be run adequately within the pres-
ent budget,” Nelson said.

The citizens group also filed 672
signatures to force a recall election
against longtime board member
Pamela Justice. _

The County Recorder’s Office
has 60 days to determine whether
there are at least 203 valid signa-
tures, as required. If the county
calls for a March 10 election,
candidates would be able to submit
petitions to appear on the ballo}.
Nelson said one of her group’s
members would run in the recall
election.

The group gave several reasons
for wanting to recall Justice.

It contends that Justice failed to
represent the interests of seniors
and that she attempted to mislead
voters in a recent override election.

Justice, who has served 12 years
on the board, said she is confused
about why the citizens group 1S
targeting her.

“l do not understand why they
are doing this,” Justice said. "It
will not benefit the children, and
they may no longer be in the
district if the de-annexation 1s
approved.”
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Group files
bid to avoid
school taxes

Senior communities
seek to leave district

By Lori Baker
The Arizona Republic

Tired of paying higher school taxes than
their fellow senior-citizen neighbors, some
Sun City West, Youngtown and Sun
Village residents want out of the Dysart
Unified School District.

Citizens for Tax Equity submitted
petitions Wednesday to the Maricopa
County Superintendent of Schools Office.
If enough of the signatures are valid,
voters will consider de-annexing four areas
from the Dysart district.

The group of senior citizens has been
blamed for defeating two overrides and
three bond proposals in the past two years.
The group has decided to take it a step

~ further and try to get out of the district. "=

“It's a miracle that we got the
signatures when half our population is
gone this time of year, and it only took us
four days to get them,” said Eleanor R.
Nelson, vice president of Citizens for Tax
Equity. “It shows the dedication of the
people who were signing petitions in the
heat and in the rain.”

To get on the ballot, each petition needs
1.202  wvalid signatures, which equals
10 percent of the district’s registered
voters. —

The areas are:

*Sun Village, a retirement community
of about 1,400 residences in Surprise.
There were 2,087 signatures submitted.

* Youngtown. There were. 2,123 signa-
tureés submitted.

+The Sun City West expansion area,
which has been divided into two parts for
the purpose of the de-annexation. There
were 2,120 signatures submitted from one
part and 1,911 signatures submitted from
the other.

Nelson said she hopes the de-annexation
election will be held March 10.

“We were assured by the county that
six months was adequate between the time
when we brought in the signatures and the
time it would be on the ballot,” she said.
“We worked very hard to meet that
requirement.”

T. Rae Zapata, county elections admin-
istrative coordinator, said the election date
depends on when the County Recorder’s
Office validates the signatures to deter-
mine whether the election should be
called. Zapata said state law does not set
a time limit for the verification.

— Please see GROUP, Page 2
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Group seeking exit

from school district

defeated 16 Peoria Unified School T+

— GROUP, from Page I

To pass the issues, “yes” votes
are needed from a majority of
those voting both inside and
outside the areas that want to be
de-annexed.

Dysart board member Rachel
Villanueva said she hopes voters
will reject the de-annexation
proposals. :

“It’s not fair to our community,
our district and our students,” she
said. “The bottom line is, 1 feel
that everybody should contribute
to education no matter what
community they live in.”

Board member Pamela Justice
said she believes de-annexation
would cause a domino effect.

“When the new retirement
communities being built in the
district gain in population and
control the outcome of our bond
and override, they will want out,”
she said. “We can't afford to lose
the assessed valuation.”

Besides Sun City West and Sun
Village, two more retirement
communities are being built in the
Dysart district.

The largest one under construc-

tion is Del Webbhs Sun City
Grand, which has about 700
residents. Plans call for 17.000
residents in 9,500 homes within

13 years, Webb spokesman John
Waldron said.

“All of the residents in Sun
City Grand will be part of the
Dysart district, and we're working
hard to include them in the
district by encouraging them to do
volunteer work,” Waldron said.

Construction also has begun on
Arizona Traditions North, a joint
development by Westcor and
Continental Homes, with about
2,200 homes planned.

Justice said she will lobby the
state Legislature to change the
law that allows de-annexation
from school districts.

“1 don’t think we’ll get support
from legislators representing the
Dysart district, because the Sun
Cities are the majority of their
constituency and they want to get
re-elected,” Justice said. “But the
majority of people in the nation
think it should be everybody's
responsibility to pay for the

education of our youth, because
they are the future of our
country.”

The citizens group, primarily

made up of retirees from the Sun
City West expansion area, has
been trying to de-annex from
Dysart since 1995, saying it's not
fair that other Sun City West
residents don’t pay Dysart taxes.
In 1981, the original. Sun City
West forced a de-annexation from
the district after seniors took over
a majority of the school board
seats. Earlier, Sun City had

District bond requests: before

[l

..'

<

constituents voted the area out in
. L]

1974.

Those two retirement communi-
ties now pay an unorganized
school district tax rate of $2.20
per $100 of assessed valuation,
compared with the Dysart district
tax rate of about $8.12 per $100.
The unorganized  district  tax
revenue is shared amomg all
school districts rather than in a
specific one.

If the proposed four areas are
de-annexed, Dysart would lose
about one-fourth to one-third of
its assessed valuation of property,
or $31 million to $41 million. The
primary assessed  valuation s
about  $123 million, said David
Hammond, Dysart’s business man-
ager.

That would result in an increase
in the primary tax rate for
remaining taxpayers of $1.97 to
$2.96 per $100 assessed valuation.
The “current primary tax rate is
$5.92, he said. The primary tax
rate generates revenue for the
day-to-day operation of the school
district.

The effect on the secondary tax
rate is uncertain, because county
officials are waiting for a legal
opinion about whether the de-
annexed areas would have to pay
for old bond debt. This year’s
secondary tax rate is $2.20. The
secondary tax rate repays bond
debt. Hammond
attorney  believes that the de-
annexed areas do have to repay
the old debt.

If the de-annexed areas would
not have to repay the old debt,
Hammond said, the secondary tax
rate. would go up $.73 to $1.10
per $100 assessed valuation for
taxpayers remaining in the district.
It would remain at $2.20 if those
in the de-annexed areas would
have to pay the debt.

If the de-annexation  goes
through and those taxpayers don't
have to repay the old bond debt.

In addition, Hammond said, the
lower property valuation would
affect the district’s. ability to sell
bonds because of a state formula
that is tied to property values.

If voters approved bonds, the
district would be able to sell
about $23 million worth under
existing valuation; de-annexation
would mean only $13 million
worth of bonds could be sold.

The de-annexation would affect
future tax rates as well. 'If
remaining taxpayers approve an
override or bond proposal, their
tax rate would be higher than if
the de-annexed areas were in-
cluded in the tax base.

Lori Baker can be reached at 444-7120
or at lori.baker@pni.com via e-mail.
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Dysart

By Angela Rabago-Mussi
The Arizona Republic

A group of retirees trying to get out of
the Dysart Unified School District will
begin a four-day petition drive Tuesday.

Citizens for Tax Equity originally had
planned to begin collecting signatures last
week but was forced by the Maricopa
County School Superintendent’s Office to
revise its petition papers.

Members of the group will solicit signers
for the de-annexation petitions from & a.m.
to noon Tuesday through Friday at Palm
Ridge Recreation Center, 13800 W. Deer

VF
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Monday, August 25, 1997

Valley Drive. Sun City West.

The superintendent’s office decided that
“several minor changes must be made
before signatures can be collected,” said
Eleanor R. Nelson, vice president of the
group.

Nelson said the changes involved legal
descriptions of the areas that are seeking
de-annexation.

De-annexation petitions have been drawn
for four areas:

« Sun Village, a retirement community of
about 1.400 residences in Surprise.

* Youngtown.

«The Sun City West expansion area,

which has been divided into two parts for
the purpose of the de-annexation.

Organizers are hoping to collect enough
signatures to force a vote on de-annexation
in March.

To get on the ballot, each petition needs
enough signatures to equal 10 percent of the
district’s registered voters. There are about
12,000 registered voters in the district, so
about 1,200 signatures are needed.

In another matter, Dysart officials have
asked the Arizona Supreme Court to review
a trial court’s decision outlawing the
district’s ward system of election.

An appeals court upheld the ruling and

DYSART SCHOOL DISTRICT

group to begin de-annexation drive

called for an election in November for the
three seats that were filled on the school
board using the ward system.

The district had used an at-large election
system until last year, when it changed to
the ward system.

Dysart asked that the Supreme Court stay
the November election, which would be an
at-large election, but the court refused.

Superintendent Jesus de la Garza said
that as of now, the district will hold an
election for the three seats Nov. 4.

The Supreme Court will decide Sept. 16
whether to accept the case for review.
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Dysart de-annexation drive starts

Reduction 1n taxes
sought by retirees

. By Angela Rabago-Mussi

The Arizona Republic

A group of retirees trying to get out of
the Dysart Unified School District has
scheduled six days to gather signatures to
force a vote on the issue.

Citizens for Tax Equity, made up of
residents of the Sun City West expansion
area, is organizing the petition drive.

Members of the group will have de-
annexation petitions available from & a.m.

to noon Tuesday through Thursday and
Aug. 26-28 at the Palm Ridge Recreation
Center. 13800 W. Deer Valley Drive, Sun
City West.

De-annexation petitions have been drawn
for four areas:

« Sun Village, a retirement community of
about 1,400 residences in Surprise.

* Youngtown.

«The Sun City West expansion area,
which has been divided into two parts for
the purpose of the de-annexation.

As a result, four petitions will be
available. Eleanor Nelson, vice president of
Citizens for Tax Equity., said district
residents who want all these areas out of the
district should sign all four petitions.

To get on the ballot, each petition needs
enough signatures to equal 10 percent of the
district’s registered voters. There are about
12.000 registered voters in the district, so
about 1.200 signatures are needed.

The group also will have petitions calling
for the recall of board member Pamela
Justice,

About 200 signatures are needed to force
a recall election.

If enough signatures are gathered, both
measures likely would go to a vote in
March, said T. Rae Zapata of the Maricopa
County School Superintendent’s Office.

Residents of the Sun City West expansion
area say they want out of the district in
order to have the same tax rate that their

— DYSART, fiom Page 1

neighbors in the older section of Sun City
West and Sun City pay.

Residents in those two areas pay a school
tax rate of $2.20 per $100 of assessed
property value because they de-annexed
from the Dysart and Peoria school districts
more than 15 years ago. Expansion-area
residents pay nearly three times that —
$6.33 per $100.

Dysart officials oppose the de-annex-
ation. Tax rates for other district residents
will rise if the retirement community gets
out of the district, they say.

Board member Rachel Villanueva said
the district would lose too much of its tax

— Please see DYSART, Page 2

gqse with de-annexation. The Sun
ofllqu Wgst :}re}all represents about
-quarter of the district
value. BNiriic i
She said she believes the retire-
ment communities will get enough
signatures to force a vote,
DPro_]ec! KIDS (Keep Improving
ysart Schools), a group of district
Supporters  who campaigned for
+ overrides and bonds, will work
agz}‘l‘r)lst de-annexation, she said.
‘We're getting ready to meet
agamn,” Villanueva said. “We are
going to have to get togeth
{ er
fmId out what we can do.'g =
n order for the area
Jor s to be
de-annexed, “yes” votes are needed

from a majority of those voti
both inside and outside the grl;:gg
that want to be de-annexed.

The Sun City West group has
split the community in two to try to
get a majority vote,

That way, each side (about 1,500
residences each) can vote for the
other’s de-annexation, Nelson said.

Since many retirees travel during
the summer, Nelson said, the group
is relying on the people still in town

to collect enough petiti i
ion -
tures, P e

Angela Rabago-Mussi can be rea
ched af
Er?\a? 27 or at angela.rabago@pni.com viat
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Buzzer shot saves the game

Sun Cities Realtor Ken Meade, left, prepares his move against Dysart High
School basketball player Jorge Ortiz while Dysart cheerleader Maggie
Cortez watches the action. Mr. Meade donated $1,000 to the district's high
school athletic program with a promise for $10,000 more. Overwhelming
financial support from the Sun Cities in recent weeks may save the district's
athletic program, but the school board must make a decision by Aug. 1.

By CHRIS RASMUSSEN
Independent Newspapers

Students in the Dysart Unified
School District may have an athletic
program after all.

The district may have enough
funds to reinstate its entire high
school athletic program, thanks in
part to Sun City West residents and
businesses.

School officials said they were
forced to cut the district’s $110,000
athletic program due to a lack of
money after district voters failed to
approve a May override election.

Overwhelming financial support
from area residents and businesses,
however, has convinced the school
board to reconsider cutting athletics.

An effort led by Sun City West
resident Gary James has raised
more than $20,000 for the district,

«JULY 16-22, 1997 scw
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Dysart high school athletics on the rebound

- e IR SUD Cities support makes sports program possible

with hopes of more funds coming in
before the start of the school year.

%9

I got a little emotional
when I thought about these
kids not having sports.
Real estate in the Sun Cities
has been very good to me.
It’s time to give back.

— Ken Meade
Sun Cities Realtor

“This is a time the residents of
Sun City West can demonstrate
their concern and support for the
students at Dysart High School.”
said Mr. James.

“We would really appreciate if the
people who have already contribut-

ed money to the district tell the:
friends and neighbors,” he saic
“Unfortunately a lot of people hav
been out of town for the summe
during the fund drive.”

Mr. James is not alone in his que:
to give the kids at Dysart High
sports program. Del Webb Corr
has contributed $2,000, while Su
Cities Realtor Ken Meade has give
$1,000 with a commitment fo
another $10,000.

Mr. Meade said he hopes hi
$10,000 will encourage anothe
business to match his donation
guaranteeing some level of athletic
at the high school.

“I think we could raise enoug!
money for the whole program,” Mr
Meade said. “I got a little emotiona
when [ thought about these kids no

See B SPORTS, Page ©

having sports.

“Real estate in the Sun Cities has
been very good to me. It’s time to
give back.”

Support for the district isn't limit-
ed o surrounding communities.
Valley-wide, high schools and busi-
nesses have expressed interest in
supporting Dysart athletics,

There is even talk the Phoenix
Suns may fund part or all of the cost
for the boy's and girl's basketball
teams. School board member
Pamela Justice said the board is still
waiting to hear back from the Suns,
and the professional basketball
team’s board of directors has vet 1o

authorized the donation.

“The response from the communi-
ty has been very upbeat,” Mr. James
said. “But we still need a lot of
money from the citizens. I hope that
more money is forthcoming from
the expansion area. These kids are
still in dire need.”

Now that there is solid support
from the community, it’s up to the
school board to decide what to do.
Ms. Justice said the board has three
options: reinstate the whole athletic
program (winter, fall and spring
sports), part of it or none of it.

In order for the Dysart Demons to
ficld a team Far Fall ceoyer.

including Tootball — the board must
make a decision by Aug. I. .

“I thought | was going to get to
play basketball this year,” said
Dysart senior Jorge Ortiz. “]
thought T had a good chance at get-
ting a scholarship, but if [ can't play
my senior year. there's no chance of
that happening.”

Jorge. a shooting guard with a 4.0
grade point average, said it's frus-
trating to work for something, only
to have it taken away.

“When you take out sports, a lot
of people will just drop out (of
school),” he said.

.

we weren'’t going to have sports this

year.” said Maggie Cortez, senior
captain of the school’s spirit line. “I
felt very sad and I wanted to cry
because our senior year is supposed
to be special.”

Maggie said she was excited to
learn sports may be saved due to the
support from people of Sun City
West and Sun City.

Mr. James said, “This is the time
to open your heart and your check-
book to these kids.”

Residents may send contributions
to: Dysart High Athletic and Music
Fund. P.O. Box 5597 Sun Cirw

|
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But private funding

is short-term fix

By JEFF OWENS
Staff writer

Almost as quickly as they had dis-
appeared, Dysart athletics returned
last night.

Sort of.

The agenda at Wednesday night'’s
special meeting of the Dysart Uni-
fied School District Governing Board
was simple and brief The meeting
was hastily convened by Dysart offi-
cials for consideration and action on
the agenda’s only item: “Reinstate-
ment of District Athletie Program/
Acceptance of Gift.”

The board voted unanimously to-
accept.

What the board actually approved
was a reinstatement of al| district
athletic programs contingent on pri-
vate funding. That means that when
school starts later this summer,
whichever sports can be afforded
through community donations may
begin again,

Dysart's $110,000 athletics program
was benched on June 3 as part of
more than $800,000 in budget cuts
necessary after the defeat of the dis-
trict’s third bond issue in recent
years.

Dysart is back in the game, but
important hurdles remain.

. The district is stil] short on

» See Questions remain, A7

Questions remain
about future funding

M From A1

coaches, and former Athletic
Director Jim Braden, who has
a full-time teaching contract
for next year, would have to
be reinstated ag part-time
athletic director.

And while the Arizona In-
terscholastic Association is
willing to bend its deadline
rules to allow Dysart into the
fall football schedule,
whether Dysart can even as-
semble a football team at this
late date remains uncertain.
The high school football sea-
son begins Sept. 5.

Dysart board members and
administrators want it known
that all funding for Sports,
including salaries, will not
come from the distriet, but
from publicly donated funds.

Braden said he believes
that enough money has now
been donated by the commu-
nity to fund several sports.

“What we're going to do is
collect the money we have,
and see how much we have,”
Braden said. “Based on what
we have, then we will bring
back sports in the order that
we need to, as we are able
to.”

Braden said he believes
enough money is currently on
hand to save football and vol-
leyball.

The money has come from

-an_army of supporters who

are striving to keep Dysart
High School’s playing fields
and gymnasium open.

In addition to Dysart ad-
ministrators, faculty, and
families, that army consists of
some financially heavy-hitting
friends who are willing to go
to bat for the kids.

Friends such as Gary
James, a Sun City West at-
torney who has led the fund-
ing drive with a guarantee of
more than $20,000 in cor-
porate and individual dona-
tions.

And friends like Realtor
Ken Meade, also of Sun City
West, who has already given
James $1,000. Meade has
pledged to donate another
$10,000 if a corporate sponsor
will match that figure,

“I've made a lot of money
out here, and there’s nothing
wrong with putting something
back,” he said.

Irene Aguirre, spokewoman
for Arizona Public Service’s
Community Relations de-
partment, said the utility has
pledged $2,500 to the athletic
program. '

While the reinstatement
came as good news, a heavy
cloud still hung above those
at the meeting.

Superintendent Jesus de la
Garza praised fund-raisers,
but referred to the action as a
“stopgap solution.”

Governing Board President
Mitchell Eickmann called it a
“Band-Aid.”

The current financial
windfall is at best a short-
term fix for Dysart, giving:
immediate relief to the sym-
toms, but not curing the dis-
ease. ¢
The disease is inadequate
school funding from the state'
Legislature, coupled with in-'
adequate voter support for a
bond override.

“This thing will crumble,
the way they’re going,” Meade
said. “They’ve got to get these
people out to vote.”
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Donations mi

By BRUCE ELLISON
Staff writer

Dysart school board members may
vote tonight on reinstating the school
district’s athletics program — now
that volunteers may have guaranteed
enough money to maintain it.

An effort led by Gary James of Sun
City West already has raised more
than $10.000 and volunteers with
children in district schools said they
think they can come up with enough
additional cash or services to keep
the programs operating.

James took on the effort after
Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer chal-

lenged Sun City West residents to
raise $15,000 to help maintain the
programs. He will have an exact fig-
ure of money raised so far at to-
night's meeting.

“I'm pleased that it's going so
well,”” Shafer said Monday.

“We've gotten some help from
Kevin Johnson, and I'm still waiting
for the Suns charities to respond, so
things are moving right along.

“The response of so many people
has been wonderful.”

Dysart board members cut all ath-
letics in June, after an override
election failed to win passage for the
third time, thus cutting tax funding

VF DYSART SCHOOL DISTRICT

to the district. All told, this year's
cuts reached about $807,000, with
athletics accounting for about
$110.000 of that.

On Monday, Dysart High seniors
Maggie Cortez and Jorge Ortiz met
with James, high school Principal
Hector Placencia, Sun Cities Realtor
Ken Meade and the district vol-
unteer Denise Keller to see if the
campaign to help restore the pro-
\grams-was nearing success.

Maybe, was the answer.

The money which James has been
collecting, primarily from Sun City
West residents, already is in the
bank — including $1,000 from Meade

and another $2,000 from the Del
Webb Corp., plus hundreds of in-
dividual donations.

For her part, Keller has organized
parents to find as many different
methods of paying for the programs
as they can line up — everything
from car washes to dances, to con-
vincing the El Mirage police and fire
departments to donate security staff
and ambulance service for games.

“They use the gym for their own
exercise programs, so we think it
might be appropriate for them to
trade with us,” rather than billing
the school district for the services,
Keller said.

ight revive Dysart sports

Meade said other fund-raising
methods ‘“‘have been under way on
the q.t.,” with money pledged from
groups that haven't yet announced
their efforts.

With a push from Shafer, the dis-
trict soon will have a jersey and
athletic shoes from the Suns’ Kevin
Johnson, which will be raffled off.
Other folks have given the district
used cars for a raffle.

And Meade said “we've talked with
a couple of people and firms that
may front enough money” to get the
fall athletic program started.

» See Money pours, A5
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Money
pours in
to aid
Dysart

B From A1

One plan under consider-
ation, he said, “is to go to all
the high school coaches in the
Valley to see if with their
help we can turn up enough
money to keep the programs
going, rather than kill them.”

Meade, James, Placencia
and Keller said they believe
the board will act favorably if
it doesn’'t mean putting up
district cash — which simply
isn’t available.

“l don’t think they (board
members) realize the
groundswell of support these
programs had and have,”
Meade said.

. Keller said she’s been am-

azed at how much people are
willing to do, in terms of time
if not money.

Placencia said the board
basically has three options
tonight: to reinstate the entire
program, sanctioning it as a
regular school activity; rein-
stating a part of the program
perhaps beginning with win-
ter and spring sports, such as
basketball, to be sure the
money is in place ahead of
time; or taking no action, thus
leaving sports out in the cold.

y Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun
Jorge Ortiz, a guard on the Dysart Demons basketball squad, tries to block a shot by

Realtor Ken Meade in the high school gym Monday, as Gary James of Sun City West, far

left, and senior Maggie Cortez, Spirit Line captain, look on. Volunteers may have collected

enough money to let the Dysart district restore the canceled sports program.

“I'm not sure that (doing
nothing) is politically possible
right now,” the principal said.

James, the Sun City West
lawyer who’s spearheaded a
campaign for cash, said board
member Pam Justice assured
him that if the money were
there, the board would at
least approve the high school
basketball program.

That would be fine with
Cortez and Ortiz. Cortez is
captain of the spirit line, the
cheerleading and team spirit
effort, and also a dancer and

clarinetist — with a 4.0 grade-
point average.

Ortiz is on the football team
and also plays point guard on
the Demons’ basketball
squad. With a 3.1 GPA, he is
interested in history and the
saxophone.

“Sports have kept me com-
ing to school,” Ortiz said.
“Well, I guess I would have
come anyway, but it wouldn’t
have been so interesting.”

Cortez said cheerleading
‘“keeps me interested, so
school isn’t boring all the
time.

“I love to dance,” she said,
“and so I can be in the Spirit

Line, I have to keep my
grades up. They go together.”

Ortiz shot a few baskets
Monday morning in the
Dysart High gym with Meade,
as Cortez rolled past the pair
while doing cartwheels —
their way of thanking Meade,
John Waldron from Del Webb
Corp. and James for their ef-
forts.

Meade, more than a little
out of breath with just two
points to his credit on the
basketball court, said that
“three of the kids on the team
that are getting letters might
not be able to play this season

| if we don’t help.

“I'd hate to see them lose
the chance to get a scholar-
ship to ASU just because they
couldn’t play.

“That’s the kind of thing
that appealed to me, and got
us involved in the effort.”

Those interested in helping
Dysart students may mail
checks to the Dysart High
Athletic and Music Fund, P.O.
Box 5597, Sun City West,
Ariz., 85376. Donations are
not tax-deductible, James
said.

Tonight’s meeting begins at
7, at Dysart Middle School,
11405 N. Dysart Road in El
Mirage.
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Dysart’s athletic department $500.

“1 just wanted to see if we could
get them $500 to give them a start,”
Mr. James says.

But the motion was voted down 8-2.
Mr. James and Lila Schwartz voted

meeting that would have given
in favor of the donation.

district’s athletic and band programs
came about recently when Surprise

they also need to be involved with Mayor Joan Shaffer approached
athletics, which develops a sense of PORA and asked the association to

education,” Mr. James says. “Kids
need more than just book work,

- STUDENT AID IN SC WEST

Residents asked to make individual donations to Dysart

donate funds to the financially

strapped school district.
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are imperative not only to the stu-

“There’s so much controversy

contribute $12,000 to the district.

community pride and teamwork that

these kids need later in life.”

dents, but to the entire community

sCH

Mr. James introduced a motion
during the last monthly PORA

See M DYSART, Page 11
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The idea of raising funds for the
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surrounding this school thing. To
give money from PORA, that is
supported by residents, would not
be right since this has become a
political issue,” he says.

With his proposal voted down,
Mr. James and fellow PORA
Director Bob Jones decided to raise
funds on their own. Their fund-rais-
ing efforts for the schools are in no
way related to PORA.

“I feel strongly that citizens here
should do what they can as lar as
contributing donations,” he says.

“This is just a one-time basis.
We're not consistently doing this
every year,” he says. “They (Dysart
schools) are going to have to get
their problems solved themselves
through the legislators or the voters
next year.”

Mr. James says he hopes to vol-
lect a minimum of $15,000.

“The members of this community
have gouen kind of a bad rap, 1
think unnecessarily, because so far
we have found that the people have
been very generous and supportive
of this.

“We've also had a few donations

from Sun City, which I am very
proud to say we have received,” he
says.

“1 think those kids need some

‘help through these times,” Mr.

Jones says. I would do anything
possible to make it within the
grasps of those students to be able
to gain knowledge and experience,
which you can get through athletics
and band.”

Donations can be made to the
Dysart Athletic Fund at the Norwest
Bunk on R.H. Johnson Boulevard.
Donations also can be mailed to
P.O. Box 5597, Sun City Weslt,
85375. Checks should be made out
to the Dysart High Athletic and
Music Fund

I got one letter from a lady that
was very touching,” Mr. Jumes
says. “She said she was here on a
very fixed income, primarily Social
Security, but that she wanted to do
her part dnd asked that we accept
her small check.

“We were delighted to accept that
donation because it isn’t the amount
of money (that matters), but the
involvement.”

Gary James, Sun City West resi-
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PORA rejects Surprise mayor’s plea

Board declines to donate money to Dysart district

By BRUCE ELLISON
Staff writer

Last week, Surprise Mayor Joan
Shafer threw down the gauntlet,
asking Sun City West residents to
raise $15,000 to help support the
Dysart schools athletics program.

On Tuesday, the PORA board left
the gauntlet on the ground, declining
by a 10-2 vote to support the school
distriet with even $500.

Shafer, a vocal supporter of the
Dysart Unified School District and
its students, many of whom live in
Surprise, had asked for help from
the Property Owners and Residents
Association after the May 20 defeat
of the Dysart district’'s override re-
quest, which would have boosted
district taxes.

Residents of the Sun City West
expansion area, most of whom live in
the Dysart district, were vocally op-

posed to the tax hike, and it was
defeated district-wide.

But, as PORA President Noel
Willis pointed out Tuesday, most
residents of Sun City West don’t live
in the Dysart district, from which
they were removed in the late 1980s.

And PORA, Willis said, “represents
all the residents.”

Instead, he told the board at its
last regular meeting before Sep-
tember, “I asserted my feeling” to

B From A1

the mayor that ‘“such an activity as
the challenge she issued should be
undertaken on a district-wide basis,
not just in Sun City West.”

He pointed out that while some
district supporters have noted that
the expansion-area residents were
responsible for the levy’s defeat. it
may have been apathy on the part of
other district residents that saw the
issue deleated. More than two-thirds
of the voters in the expansion area
went to the polls, while only 27 per-

cent of the far-greater number of

residents elsewhere voted.

Willis also said that if PORA were
to support the district with a contri-
bution, it might best be given for
music, art and other educational
programs being cut rather than for
athletics.

Finally, he pointed out that
PORA’'s charity bingo operation,
which distributes about $30,000 a
vear, does not make grants anywhere
near the size of the $15,000 Shafer
sought.

While most board members nod-
ded their agreement, Gary James

> See Local charities, A5

spoke up, supporting Shafer.
“] think we have an obligation
to this community. 1 say yes,
give them the money, help
keep the kids off the streets.
Athletics are important.”

But Marilyn Leighton
promptly disagreed, saying if
there were to be support for
the Dysart system, it should
be for academic programs.

She also said “our voters (in
the expansion area) have
made their decision; it’s not
up to us to change it.”

Board member Dusty
Rhodes added that “the 16-
year-old boy may want the
program, but his mother
didn’t bother to vote for it.”

James put his action into a
formal motion, “to support in
some way the Dysart football
team,” first without an
amount, then amending it to
$500 “for athletics.”

But it was no go with the
board, who turned it down.
10-2, with James and Lila
Schwartz the only members
voting in favor.

Later, when it came time
for the board to approve a list
of recipients of some $12,000

in charitable contributions
from bingo profits, James ob-
jected to giving $600 to Free-
dom's Foundation, “to send
one Dysart kid to Valley
Forge for a week, when you
just denied $500 for the ath-
letics program.

James said after the meet-
ing that he would try to or-
ganize a private effort in Sun
City West to help support the
Dysart athletics programs.

The organizations that
PORA did support, and the
amounts for them, are:
Sheriff's Posse of Sun City
West, Sun City West PRIDES
and Sun Cities Area Transit,
$1,000 each; Sun Health (Del
E. Webb Memorial Hospital),
Sun City West Community
Fund and Westside Food
Bank, 8800 each; Hospice
Volunteer Services, $700;
Clinica Adelante, Centro
Adelanto, Habitat for Hu-
manity and Freedom’s Foun-
dation, $600 each; Johnson
Library, $500; and Sun Cities
Animal Rescue, Sun City West
Meals-on-Wheels, Salvation
Army, Interfaith Services,
Recording for the Blind, El
Mirage Senior Center and
Lending Hands, $400 each.
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Dally News-Sun, Sun City, Ariz.

Dysart assesses financi

By BRUCE ELLISON ¢ / ; .
Staff writer B/23/97 .
When student David Pallanes re-
turned to the Dysart High School
wood shop after Easter vacation,
the major project he had been
working on for months was soaked
in places, its smoothly sanded sur-
faces spotted and discolored

The nearly complete oak
tertainment center that had taken
six weeks to design, and aboul as
long to build during shop periods,
had been left on a workbench just
beneath what turned out to be the
low spot in a very leaky roof.

And it had rained that Easter
weekend, the water collecting on
the roof, running through the tar,
down through now-soggy and [alling
coiling tiles, along electrical and
ventilalion ducts finally to drip
down on the top of Pallanes' stereo
cabinet

“I had it all done but the staining
and putting on the doors,” the
Dysart High School junior from El
Mirage recalled last week. “I had to
sand it down again and rework the

en-

bottom where the oak sal in a
puddle.”
Fortunately, the entertainment

center was salvaged, sanded,
stained and finished, and will go
home with Pallanes this week, said
Joe Leyva, shop teacher.

But Leyva wonders
year

With voters several times turning
down bond issues that would have
paid for the roof repair — and
fixed dozens of other things
throughout the district needing at-

about next

tention — there is no money to
make repairs.
That remains the situatipn de-

spite the Legislature's passage of
two bills, one last year and one this
year, that provided about $132 mil-
lion statewide for school construc-
tion and repair.

That money essentially goes only
to school districts which have
reached their bonding limit and
cannot h(]['l'ﬂ“' more,

Because Dysart's voters continue
to reject additional borrowing,
lawmakers have said, they can't tap
the state treasury for cash. If they
could, the solons say, nobody would

Tuesday, May 27, 1997

Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun
A roin-damaoged ceiling looms
over the Dysart High School wood
shop. The school’s maintenance

supervisor says it would cost
$300,000 to properly repair the
roof, which must be done before
lights and ceiling can be fixed
properly. The building is 17 years
old.

ever vote to tax themselves
they'd just wait until the borrowing
was rejected a few times, then ask
for a state handout

The district was offered a small
state loan, but officials see no way
of paying it back

Dysart board members now be
lieve the only answer to their
dilemma lies with the Legislature,
and a possible change in the rules
governing school finance

Like other districts in the East
Vallev that have been growing rap-
idly, the Dysart district is poised
for a spurt in enrollments, the re-
sults of dozens of family home de-
velopments now under construction

that will see hundreds of new
homes built within a year
Levya, the shop teacher, now

» See Maintenance problems, A7 *

al crisis
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nows where the roof leaks,
kids don't leave their work
here it can be damaged if it
ins. But the ceiling tiles
ven't been replaced be-
use the distriet hasn't
iough money in its main-
nance budget for the
)0,000 roof repair, and, as
ilities manager Gary Mit-
ell says, “there no point in
lacing the tiles and paint-
if the next rainstorm or
* monsoon is just going to
them wet and soggy so
‘v come unglued again.”
Chat, he says, would just be
‘owing money away, some-
ng he can ill afford to do
th just $148,000 — the en-
* maintenance budget for
schools for a year, in-
ding the janitors, lawn
wing and minor repairs.
lor repairs, like the roof,
ne from a separate capital
iget that would have been
ded from a rejected bond
ie last year.
or can he fix the leaks in
°r roofs in the Dysart High
ool complex, such as the
that allows small rivulets
tream into a storage area
art students where it fol-
5 an electrical conduit
the fuse box for a kiln.
ater also drips into the
puter lab where 50 Mac-
sh computers and their
‘hes are arranged in a
ious configuration de-

signed to keep the dripping
water away from the delicate
electronics,

The ceiling is falling in a
boy’s restroom, also from wa-
ter damage. The Paneling is
peeling off a wall from the
same cause. It bulges out and
should be replaced.

“We're up there every
month, patching as best we
‘an,” Mitchell says of the 20-
foot cracks in the roofing,
cracks that keep expanding.
He points out that the water
alsc rets into the fire alarm
Sysie the electrical conduits

nd plugs.

None of that pleases the
state fire marshal, who has
warned that repairs are es-
sential.

Nor is there an intercom

system in the high school that
works.
Underground conduits are
plugged with mud and dirt,
the wiring can't be replaced,
and there’s no money in the
budget

Mitchell, a 1970 Dysart grad
who worked years for the
state of Arizona and left his
post as director of physical
plant, engineering and main-
tenance in the Department of
Administration to join the
Dysart district, knows what
needs to be done.

He has the plans. He has
the costs. He has the lists of
priorities. He has the in-
spection reports from state
agencies citing deficiencies,

violations of regulations, il-
legalities.

He has all he needs — ex-
cept money.

So maintenance is deferred
Emergencies get handled
Routine care that could make
things last longer doesn’t get
done. It's a vicious downward
cycle, and he knows it

It's been going on for vears,
as state funding for schools
didn’t keep up with inflation,
and as voters rejected several
bond issues and overrides
that would have furnished
more money. .

“It's discouraging,” he said,
and many teachers and non-
academic employees feel the
same way. Some have |left the
system, their future made
ever more uncertain by lack
of funds. Two custodians quit
last week, following the May
20 defeat of the override,
Mitchell said.

“My budget is $148,000," he
said. “That’s the same as last
year. The same as two years
ago. The same as three years
ago.”

But the buildings are older,
deferred maintenance is pil-
ing up, and criticism of the
district mounts.

Mitchell has other worries.
The kids in the middle school
are ripping up the Formica
counters, spraying graffiti on
tile in the bathrooms, setting
fires in trash cans, cracking
the urinals.

Vandalism is an unexpected

, paper,

maintenance cost. “Sure, we
prosecute them if we catch
them,” he said. “But you have
to catch them. You also have
to patch things together when
you find the damage.”

Mitchell is worried about
the chillers in Kingswood
Elementary School, the sys-
tem’'s newest building, fin-
ished in 1989. There are two
chillers, used to cool air on
hot days. One doesnt work.
On hot days, the other strug-
gles to keep up.

If it fails, Mitchell said,
“we're out of business. We'd
have to close the school

(which has no other cooling
or ventilation system).”

So far, so good, with only a
few days left in the school
year. But what about the fall?

Repair estimate: $30,000.
The school board is trying to
find the money.

Because of student in-
creases, the maintenance
room at Kingswood doubles
as a storage area. It's got the
chillers nearby, writing
janitorial supplies,
rags, toilet tissue — and no
place for a maintenance
worker to work.

Kingswood also has roofing
problems, some stress cracks
in the masonry and is already
too small for the number of
children it serves. Fixing the
roofing problem has been a
bone of contention between
the builder and the district
for years.

Some things aren‘t quite so
dramatic, .

At El Mirage School there is
peeling paint, dropping ceil-
ing tiles, some leaky roofing.
But so far it hasn't interferred
with classes.

There's also a roof over the
kitchen area in the cafeteria
that's lifting up from its
mountings. It's still there —
but given a strong east wind
similar to the Aug 14 storm
last year, “the whole thing
would be peeled off like
opening & can, and flipped
into the schoolyard,” Mitchell
said.

“In a way, that would be a
blessing. We have insurance
that would cover that, but it
won't cover the patching,” he
said.

It’s on Mitchell’s repair list.
Estimated cost: $40,000.
Funds available: none.

And faced with the need to
cut next year's education
budget to make up for the
funds that would have come
from the override, it seems
clear that things that directly
benefit the students will be
retained as much as possible,
while maintenance again is
put off, with fingers crossed.

Mitchell's wish list of capi-
tal-fund repairs and im-
provements from principals
totals in the millions. He
doesn't expect to see much of
it approved by the school
board.




e
VF DYSART SCHOOL DISTRICT

PAGE 10 — SUN CITIES INDEPENDENT— APRIL 16-22, 1997

SCH

e —

FIGHTING

sart superintendent fears flier
could defeat May 20 ovemde

By CHRIS RASMUSSEN
Independent Newspapers

A flier urging residents in the '
expansion area of Sun City West

to vole against an upcoming
school override election has
angered district officials who

claim many of the statements °

made are misleading.

Dr. Jesus de la Garza, Dysart
Unified School District superin-
tendent, says the flier, which was
distributed by a Sun City West
organization to every homeowner
in the expansion area and casitas
in late March, is misleading and
inaccurate.

He fears the flier will sway
people to vote against the May 20
override election. The flier claims
the district spent money on a law-
suit it could have better used on
its students. It also claims the dis-
trict has not justified why an
override is needed and says the
override is unnecessary because
the district will be getting addi-
tional funds from the state.

The flier was prepared and dis-
tributed by Citizens for Tax
Equity. Eleanor Nelson, a
spokesperson for the group, says
CTE stands firmly behind state-
ments made in the flier.

“It’s basically just a flier saying
the facts, the things we believe
and what our group has done,”
says Mrs. Nelson.

She says 600 members of the
tax group recently voted unani-
mously to oppose the override.

The second paragraph of the
flier states: “Dysart does not need
this money when, at the same
time, it chooses to pay lawyers
over $100,000 of taxpayer money
to keep the illegal ward system in
place. Dysart should use its
money to educate, not litigate and

discriminate.”

The paragraph refers to a ward
system implemented by the district
last November to restructure how
district board members are elected.

Originally, board members were
elected on an at-large basis, allow-
ing members to be elected from any
area in the district. The new ward
system divides the district into five
separate areas with voters in each
area electing their own school board
representative.

A superior court judge, however,
has declared the system — which
was pre-approved by the federal
government — unconstitutional.

The judge maintains the system
violates the rights of those in the
wards because it only allows candi-
dates from the wards with the high-
est percentage of minorities to serve
on the board.

“Information out there from the

See B OVERRIDE, Page 10

Photo by CHRIS RASMUSSEN/Independent Newspapers

Watch your head

Gaping holes can be found throughout Dysart's high school building.
Gary Mitchell, director of maintenance facilities for the district, says he
found out last week it would not be receiving any state funds it had
planned on using to repair various problems with the district's buildings.
He says the high school’s roof in particular is a safety hazard and needs
to be fixed immediately.
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Citizens for Tax Equity asks that if
we're hurting so much, why are we
spending $100,000 on litigation,”
Dr. de la Garza says. “The district
didn't initiate the lawsuit, they did.

“Were not in a position where we
can do anything about it. We have
to respond and go to court when
we're summoned.”

Dr. de la Garza says the school
district used no district funds for its
defense, and that funds will be
raised through levies on the dis-
trict’s taxpayers.

“We don’t have $100,000 that we
could transfer out of some other
fund to address legal issues,” he
Says.

“The only way we could access
any money for the lawsuit was to
appeal to the county and that money
will be levied,” Dr. de la Garza
says.

“So people will be taxed for that
lawsuit, including the people from
the expansion area.”

Mrs. Nelson also supports claims

that the district misspent funds it
could have used for its students.

“They spent money on this law-
suit that we filed because they did
something illegal. The $100,000
would include an appeal, perhaps.
They probably haven’t spent
$100,000 yet,” she says.

“This is taxpayer money, this
would pay the salaries of two or
three teachers and they’re moaning
about the fact they don’t have any
money.”

Dr. de la Garza also takes issue
with the statement in the flier:
“Dysart will now also be getting
additional maintenance and opera-
tions money from the state. Dysart
has yet to justify the override, and
the fact is they simply don’t need
the money any more than any other
Arizona school district needs
money.”

Dr. de la Garza says there is no
additional funding coming from the
state. He says the Arizona
Legislature has yet to come up with

a solution to alleviate the district’s
funding shortfalls.

“The ABC bill was touted as one
possible solution, but we were not
going to get any money out of that,”
he says. “It basically provides, fund-
ing for the lowest 10 percent of the
districts in the state. There are 80
districts that will receive some
money. We are not one of those.”

Mrs. Nelson concedes she does
not know for sure if any additional
funds will be made available for the
district’s maintenance and opera-
tions.

Dr. de la Garza says his district is
already operating at a minimum
level with no frills. If the override
fails, he says the district will have
to cut $800,000 from its budget and
eliminate the district’s athletic, band
and music programs.

Administrators and teachers
would also be affected by budget
restrictions. Dr. de la Garza says the
district would have to cut 26 posi-
tions including nurses, gifted teach-
ers, counselors and librarians.
District employees would face ben-

efit reductions, salary freezes and
reduced hours. .

“At this point it’s bare bones. We
will cut out the athletic programs
lotally, there will be no sports,” he

says.

“Sometimes the thing that keeps a
student in school is athletics, the
possibility of playing and develop-
ing those skills. It's the same thing
with music and learning how to

play an instrument and developing
to a career.”

29

What would happen if they took
all those amenities away from
the people of Sun City West?
What if they took their recre-
ation centers and their golf
courses? The quality of their
life goes down.

— Dick McComb
Surprise City Manager and
Dysart School District
board member

The override election would pro-
vide the district an opportunity to
exceed its $15 million budget by 10
percent for a period of five years.
This is the third attempt at passing
an override since March 1995,

Dr. de la Garza says the funding
shortfall the district is experiencing
stems from the state Legislature not
compensating the district for infla-

tion, which has equaled $3.6 mil-
lion in lost revenue for the schools
since 1992. The district will not be
compensated for $424,870 lost to
inflation this year.

Dick McComb, Surprise city
manager and Dysart School District
board member, says he can’t under-
stand why the tax group opposes the
override.

“They keep attacking the credibil-
ity of the school district. They don’t
provide any documentation to sup-
port their position,” he says.

“They claim the school district
won’t give them any information.
On the other hand, the school
administrators say if they come
over and ask for something they can
get it and that’s no problem.

“What has tentatively been laid
out on the table for the school board
is cutting all extracurricular activi-
ties — football, basketball, baseball
and probably cheerleaders — that
whole gamut,” Mr. McComb says.

“What would happen if they took
all those amenities away from the
people of Sun City West? What if
they took their recreation centers
and their golf courses? The quality
of their life goes down.

“Well the same thing happens in a
school — the value of education

drops off. You have the soclial
amenities that go with education
that help drive the energy and
enthusiasm kids have for school.

“Crowding classrooms and drop-
ping needed programs is just not
fair to the kids. These kids have not
done a damn thing to anybody. All
they’re asking for is the same
opportunities to get an education as
any other kid in this state,” Mr.
McComb says.

Dr. de la Garza says he hopes res-
idents in the expansion area will see
that the district is genuinely in need
of funds the override would pro-
vide.

“The generation that we keep
referring to as the seniors, they’re
my father’s generation. They served
in the war and so forth. They were
the first generation in the world that
received an opportunity to go 1o
college. The GI Bill provided for
that,” he says.

“So the opportunity they received
is somehow forgotten for these chil-
dren. If their grandchildren were in
this district would they be doing
what they're doing?

“Would they deny them the right
to get music and physical education,
things they themselves had when
they were growing up?”
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Donation to Support Dysart School District

SCW Resident Hopeful Contributions Will

By Ruth Borchardt
Dysart Unified School District
was the recipient of $1,000 given

this week.

The donation was given by
Wente to "assist Bob Sullivan of
the Sun City Century Club and

by S.C.W. resident LeRoy Wente

]

Bob Sullivan (r.)
Sun City Century
Club accepts
LeRoy Wante's
$1,000 cl:2ck to

4 benefit the Dysart
Unified School
District

4 Photo,

o RuthBorchardt

Donations to Support Dysart School District

Continued from Page 1

Peoria and Dysart school tax on
the expansion area. They expect
PORA, which was aware of the
expansion area tax structure 10
use its clout in supportofre-
scinding the school tax. PORA
would lose all credibility should
it have supported their cause.

"Most expansion area residents
know full well that they were
informed of the tax structure and
acknowledged it."

Opposed to the tax structure
imposed on the expansion area,
Citizens for Tax Equity, headed
by Bob Koch, emphasized it was
very happy if people want to
donate to the Dysart School Dis-
trict. But they do not feel these
individuals, most of whom do
not live in the expansion area,
have a right to criticize Citizens
for Tax Equity's opposition to the
override.

"It's a free country, and we

have a right to speak out as we
see fit," added Koch.

He quoted an old Cherokee
Indian saying, "Don't judge me

'til you've walked a mile in my
moccasins.”

Koch went on to say "It is hy-
pocritical on their part when
they're not paying our higher
taxes. We pay over $1,000 more
in taxes every year. [f they want
to pay more taxes, they should
come to our meeting April 29th
and we can tell them just how to
go about getting on the Dysart
tax rolls."

Eleanor Nelson, a "Citizens"
member said, "We have over 50
signatures from our residents
verifying the fact that they were
not told of the added tax to be
imposed on the expansion area." l

At a recent meeting, members |
of the Citizens for Tax Equity |
voted unanimously to oppose the

Offset 'Bad Publicity'

Keith Watkins of the "Project
Kids" in actively supporting edu-
cation within the Dysart School
District. I

Wente said that he is hopeful
the contributions will offset what
he called "bad publicity" of the
Deer Valley expansion arca ac-
tivists.

Wente said, "These activists
state the Del Webb salesmen did
not inform them of the school
tax. It's hard to believe that such
active participants would not be
aware of the Sun City West news
media's countless articles on the

School
Continued on Page 3

override. "I think the position is
stronger yet when we're criticized
by people. We become more
united. They have a feeling of
guilt. But why not criticize the
legislators instead of us", said
Koch.

Bob Sullivan, Head of the Sun
City Century Club, and his com-
mittee, composed of Sig
Sampson, Doris Radick, Carl
Lind and Laura Krippachne, ac-
cording to Sullivan do not want
to be confrontational. They are
interested only in helping the
children of the Dysart School
District, and welcome anyone
wishing to contribute. "We're not
doing any arm-twisting", said
Sullivan. "We can select how the

money is to be spent, which is
for academic requirements in the
school district."

T




Sun Citians show su

By ANGELA MULL
Staff writer

Donations for the Dysart Unified
school District aren't the only things
‘inding their way into Bob Sullivan’s
mailbox — so are letters criticizing
‘hose who don't want to financially
‘upport the district.

“Really, I don’t know how some
leep knowing they are going to such
-reat lengths to cheat our children
rom an education,” wrote Sun City
Vest resident Jean E. Smith in a
etter accompanying her donation to
'ullivan’s Century Club.

Sullivan formed the club in March
n order to raise money for the dis-
“iet’s six schools. So far, the group
as collected $28,000 from 200 don-
rs. Many of those donors — such as
mith — have sent in letters along
‘ith their money.

Some of the letters are short and
:mple. They tell Sullivan he’s doing

great job and thank him for giving
2ople who don’t pay taxes directly
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to the district a way to give the
Dysart schools money.

One donor who didn't sign a name
on the letter wrote, “I'm sure there
are many of us who welcome the
opportunity to help our young
neighbors.”

Another nameless donor drew a
smiley face on a piece of paper
below the words, “With 15 grand-
children and six great ones, we are
happy to help in a small way!”

Others mixed praise for Sullivan
with harsh words for Sun City West
expansion area residents who are
trying to deannex from the district.
Those residents don’t want to pay
more in taxes than the Sun City West
residents in the organized school
district. Residents in the district pay
total property taxes of $7.32 per $100
of assessed valuation, while those in
the unorganized area pay $2.20.

Sun City West resident Bill Mor-
tensen was particularly adamant.

“Too bad the simpletons in the

expansion area are so cheap that
they can’t come up with their share
of taxes — which they all knew when
they purchased their homes — and
now are acting in such a disgraceful
manner,” he wrote.

Sun City residents Joost and Har-
riett Van Gelder had similar
thoughts.

“It’s about time that the residents
of the Sun Cities. realized that they
did not retire from their responsi-
bilities,” they wrote.

Several donors had specific rea-
sons for why the district’s children
deserve their money. Shirley De-
chaine wrote that she wanted to
support the children in the same way
others supported her children when
they attended public schools.

Sun City West resident Robert
Snyder wrote that, “We must face
our responsibilities in educating our
leaders of tomorrow.”

Not all of the letters were signed,
and one donor in the Sun City West

pport for district

expansion area specifically asked to
remain anonymous.

“Please don’t use our name as we
might get our house burned down,”
the donor wrote.

The Century Club could do more
than financially help the school dis-
trict, one donor said in a telephone
interview.

“This is one way of changing the
image of Sun City West,” said Sun
City West resident Maria O'Leary.

Sullivan said he hopes to raise
$30,000 through the Century Club by
April 30. Once he turns over the
money to the distriet, Sullivan and
Dysart Superintendent Jesus de la
Garza will discuss exactly where in
the district the money should go.

Donations are tax-deductible, and
checks should be made payable to

- the Dysart Unified School District

and sent to the Sun Cities Century
Club, 17403 N. Jasmine Drive, Sun
City, 85373.
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'Board fears misinformed voters
Dysart officials want record set straight before override
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By ANGELA MULL
Staff writer

Misconceptions and lack of
information about the Dysart
school district’'s $1.5 million
override are confusing some
voters in the retirement
communities, said officials at
a joint meeting Wednesday.

The El Mirage and Surprise
city councils and the Dysart
Unified School District Gov-
erning Board met to discuss
the $1.5 million override elec-
tion May 20. Surprise Coun-
cilwoman Debbie Johnson was
just one official who voiced a
concern that some senior citi-
‘zens don't understand the
district’s needs. Johnson said
some believe that the recently
passed ABC bill — Assistance
to Build Classrooms — will be
sufficient to cover the dis-
trict’s needs.

However, the Dysart district
is receiving none of the $32.5

- million the Legislature set

aside for construction and
repairs.

Senior citizens also need to
understand that the money
the district is receiving from
the Legislature for main-
tenance and operations is in-
.sufficient for its needs, said
Pam Justice, a district gov-
erning board member.

The Legislature is allotting
$50 million total, and $170,000
for the Dysart district. The
district’s maintenance and
operating budget is $15 mil-
lion.

Dick McComb, Surprise city
manager and a governing
board member, said anhother
important fact for voters to
know 1is that the distriet's
property tax rate ranks as one
of the lowest in Maricopa
County. Of the county's 56
districts, four have lower
property tax rates than
Dysart, according to a letter
McComb received from the
Maricopa County School Su-
perintendent’s Office.

McComb added that he
wonders how many people
understand what an override
is.

Overrides allow a school
district to exceed its yearly
maintenance and operations
budget by 10 percent. None of
the money is used to build
structures.

Without approval of its $1.5
million override, the district
estimates that it will have to
cut its budget by $800,000. The
cuts will affect staff positions
and programs. Among a list of
possible cuts are the music
program in the elementary
schools and the district’s en-
tire athletics program.

Justice said the results of
those cuts would be severe.

“We do away with athletics
and we do away with music
and we're going to have major
flight,” she said, referring to
the number of students who
would leave the district.

Governing board member
Rachel Villanueva agreed that

Staff report

Voter brochures inaccurate

A recent property tax rate
decrease for Dysart Unified
School Distriet residents
will not be reflected in the
Maricopa County voter
brochures that will be
mailed out in May.

The new numbers won't
be listed because district
officials were not notified of
the latest increase in the
district’s secondary assessed
valuation for 1997 until last
week. That was too late to
include the updated infor-
mation in the brochure, said
Alejandro Perez, the dis-
trict’s assistant superin-
tendent for business ser-
vices.

The latest jump in the
secondary assessed valu-
ation — from the $122 mil-
lion reported in February to

the $126 million reported in
April — lowers the tax rate
effective if the $1.5 million
override passes May 20. If
voters approve the override,
residents will pay a rate of
$7.46 per $100 of assessed
valuation — an increase of
14 cents for every $100. For
example, a homeowner with
a $100,000 house would pay
an additional $14 a year in
property taxes.

However, the brochures
will incorrectly read that
with an override, the prop-
erty tax rate would be $7.50,
which means an increase of
18 cents per $100 of as-
sessed valuation.

Those figures are based
off of the $122 million sec-
ondary assessed valuation
determined in February.

The correct property tax
rate if an override passes is
$7.46.

the district could face some
tough times despite some of
the good news it received re-
cently.

Last week, district officials
learned that the Dysart dis-
trict’s 1997 secondary assessed
valuation is at $126 million —
a $24 million increase over
the 1996 valuation of $102
million. This drops the prop-
erty tax rate if the override

passes from $8.32 to $7.46.

But the valuatien increase
and tax rate decrease may not
be meaningful in the long run,
Villanueva said.

Another joint meeting is
scheduled for 6 p.m. May 12 in
the student union teacher’s
lounge at Dysart High School,
11405 N. Dysart Road, EI
Mirage. The meeting is open
to the public.
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Members will audlt school district

By ANGELA MULL
Staff writer

Robert Eastman became a school
superintendent because he wanted to
have an effect on the educational
process. )

Less than two years after retiring,
he still has a shot at doing just that.

The 63-year-old Sun City West man
is one of five Sun City West residents
chosen to independently audit the
Dysart Unified School District. The
committee has been asked to com-
plete its findings by the end of April
or in early May. The results will be
made public.

Eastman, who was a superintendent

in Jowa and Nebraska for 22 years,
said he hopes his recent expertise
will help him evaluate the district’s
$1.5 million override request that goes
before the voters on May 20.

“The charge of the committee is to
find out whether or not it's needed
and what are the consequences if it
does not pass,” he said.

The district has been very generous
in giving requested financial records
to committee members, Eastman said.

Joining Eastman on the committee
are  George Anderson and James
Thompson, retired certified public
accountants; Robert Cockle, a retired
school superintendent; and Charles

Foster, a retired high school princi-
pal.

The committee’s purpose was ques-
tioned last week by Eleanor Nelson,
Sun City West Citizens for Tax Equity
vice president. Nelson said the dis-
trict formed the committee only to
“rubber stamp what they believe” and
“make the district look good.”

Dick McComb, Surprise city man-
ager and a member of the district’s
governing board, disagrees. Com-
mittee members are under no in-
structions other than to objectively
study the district’s financial needs, he
said.

“We simply told them to let the
chips fall where they may,” he said.
“If the district is doing a good job,
they have to say that. If the district is

Dysart committee rolls up sleeves

doing a mediocre job, they have to say
that. They are to receive no direction
from anybody.”

The override has long been a con-
troversial issue for Dysart district of-
ficials and the Sun City West Citizens
for Tax Equity. The tax group has
consistently opposed overrides in the
past, and voters have defeated three
in the last two years.

Foster said he hopes to cut through
some of the strong feelings that ac-
company override discussions.

“Sometimes, emotionalism gets in
the way of the facts of the situation,
and I'd like to know the difference
between the emotionalism of this and
the facts of this,” said Foster, who was
a high school principal for 22 years in
Michigan.



Group forms to raise funds f

By ANGELA MULL
Staff writer :

Like all Sun City residents,
Bob Sullivan isn't paying
school taxes.

But that doesn’'t mean he's
opposed to the idea of finan-
cially supporting the Dysart
Unified School District. If he
were, he wouldn’'t have
started up the Sun Cities
Century Club.

Sullivan formed the club

because he believes that sen-
ior citizens should support
education. While he’s not
suggesting that everyone
should pay taxes, he is asking
that seniors in the Sun Cities
consider making tax-

deductible contributions to
the district. He wants to
gather donations by Easter,
which is when most winter
residents will leave.

“] think we're ducking a
very important issue, and I
feel that in the sense of fair
play, we should be trying to do
something to alleviate the very
difficult situation the district
is in.” he said.

“We can't duck the issue of
paying for the Army or Navy
or highway patrol. We have an
equal obligation to pay for
school funding.”

Sullivan is hoping to raise
as much as $150.,000, although
he doesn’t know if that’s pos-
sible.

“It depends on what's in the
hearts of the people out
here,” he said.

Sullivan is asking for $100
minimum from each person
who wants to contribute. So
far, he has raised $1,200 for
the district’s schools. ’ .

“These kids deserve as
much as I got or my grand-
children are getting,” he said.
“They deserve the support of
everybody in the community.”

One reason Sullivan started
the Century Club is because
he doesn't think voters will
approve the district's $1.5
million override election May
20. However, he said he will
try to raise money for the dis-

‘Donors

or Dysart

trict even if the override does
pass.

If voters defeat the override,
the district is predicting it
will have to cut $800,000 from
its budget. Among the list of
possible cuts are the ele-
mentary school music program
and the district’'s entire ath-

" letics program.

So far, Sullivan is not sure
exactly where he wants the
money the Century Club raises
to go. He and Dysart Superin-
tendent Jesus de la Garza
‘have discussed a variety of
financially needy areas at the
schools, including the pur-
chase of books and science

» See Donors cite, AS
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equipment and repairing
buildings. - ‘

Sullivan said no matter what
area he and de la Garza dis- l
cussed, there was a need for
money.

Once all of the money comes
in, Sullivan and de la Garza
will meet and make a final
decision on where the money
would best be used.

Sullivan is not alone in his
efforts. Joining him on the
Century Club’s committee are
Sun City West residents Carl
Lind, Laura Krippaehne,
Doris Radich and Sig Samp-
son. '

Sampson, who donated
money to the school, said he’s |
not participating in the Cen-

cite need for schools

tury Club to be a hero.

“I'm doing it because first of
all, I believe in public educa-
tion,” said the resident of the
deannexed area of Sun City
West. “Secondly, I believe that
all citizens, if they're alive,
ought to support public ed-
ucation, but if they decide not
to, that's their decision. I just
decided I'm going to.”

Sampson, with the help of
some Dysart officials, figured
out how much money he
would have owed in school
taxes for the last year and
wrote out a check in- that
amount.

As to his reasons for why
people should support educa-
tion, he said, “I'm here be-
cause of public education. If
my grandfather and his

— — —_—

neighbors hadn't built public
schools when they did, I don’t
know where I would be.”

Krippaehne, a former
teacher, said people should
support education because the
children are the future.

“I feel that by being part of
the Century Club, we can do-
nate,” she said. "‘It's not going
to solve the problem, but at
least we can help a bit."”

Krippaehne, who volunteers
in a kindergarten class at
Surprise Elementary School,
has not yet made a donation
but plans to soon.

De la Garza said the efforts
of those involved in the Cen-
tury Club are beyond anything

the district could expect.

“These are people who
don't necessarily reside in the
district, so it's something that
comes from their hearts,” he
said.

“It confirms my belief that
not everybody in the Sun
Cities area has been totally
opposed to paying taxes and
being concerned about chil-
dren and education.”

Anyone interested in con-
tributing money to the district
can make checks out to the
Dysart Unified School District
and mail them to the Sun
Cities Century Club, 17403 N.
Jasmine Drive, Sun City,
85373. Contributions are tax
deductible.
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Webb lobbies for equitable tax IegisflatiBT{

H From A1

Over the weekend, Citizens
for Tax Equity offered fliers
that said “Be fore You ‘Move
Up To Grand,’ Ask the Del
Webb Corporation” and listed
questions for prospective
home buyers to ask their real
estate agent.

“We want to be sure Del
Webb informs them (prospec-
tive Sun City Grand home-
owners) they are in a school
district,” said Nelson, who
wasn’t at the protest but is the
designated spokeswoman for
Citizens for Tax Equity.

Members of the group said
they were not adequately in-
formed of their tax obligations
to the district in comparison
to their neighbors in the orig-
inal Sun City West.

“A lot of us knew there was

a difference,” Nelson said.
“But they didn’t tell us that in
the old part people pay less
than half.”

Webb spokesman John
Waldron said a form inform-
ing residents there are three
school districts in the area —
Dysart,  Peoria Unified, and
the unorganized district —
was added two years ago in
order to clear up any confu-
sion.

Waldron said a letter ad-
dressing the picketers’ con-
cerns was presented to people
entering the Sun City Grand
sales pavilion. It advised
prospective home buyers that
their homes will be in the
Dysart district.

The tax rate in the district
may drop as the new homes
are added to the tax rolls.
Residents in the Sun City

West expansion area saw their
rate drop from $9.49 per $100
to $7.32 from 1996 to 1997.

But for the residents, the
issue is tax equity with their
neighbors to the south and
getting Webb to use its cor-
porate muscle to accomplish
that. ‘

“They owe people like us
some remedy,” said Robert
Koch, president of the tax
group and plaintiff in a law-
suit that challenged a Dysart
school board election in
November conducted under a
new system that doesn’t allow
residents to elect a member
until 1998. “They created this
mess,” he added.

Waldron said Webb’s efforts
will remain focused on getting
legislation passed that would
equalize taxes for residents
statewide.

“We believe there are in-
equitable situations across the
state,” Waldron said. “To only
solve this one is not solving
the issue.

“We support the direction of
equalized school finance and
we're encouraging the Legis-
lature to move forward on a
method that would equalize
taxes for everybody.”

How did this situation arise
in this area?

Residents from Sun City
were originally in the Peoria
Unified School District long
before Sun City West and Sun
City Grand weré on the draw-
ing board.

Residents in Sun City voted
down 16 successive bond and
override requests by the
school board during the late
'60s and early "70s. Through a
mutual agreement with the

ran and were elected to the
school board, eventually bec-
oming the majority on the
five-member board.

Residents in El Mirage and
Surprise balked at the pros-
pect of having residents who
did not have children in the
schools running the schools.

They requested that Sun
City West be deannexed. An
election was conducted and
Sun City West, not including
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school board, an election to the commercial core at R.H.
get out of the district — Johnson and Camino del Sol
deannex — was held in 1974. boulevards, was deannexed in
Those still in the district and 1981.
residents in Sun City agreed
that retirees should be out of = The undeveloped desert
the district. north of Sun City West was
When residents moved into left in the district. Webb ac-
Sun City West in the late "70s, quired the land that is now
they discovered they were in thz e:ipz:tns(;on art:a 't" 1992
the Dysart district. Residents 20¢ started construction in
v 1993. As residents moved into

the area, they discovered their
taxes were higher than their
neighbors. They formed Citi-
zens for Tax Equity in 1995 to
defeat a bond and override
measure proposed by the dis-
trict.

Residents have been fight-
ing against the higher tax
since then, defeating a total of
three funding measures pro-
posed by the district.

iy ‘AID ung ‘ung-sman Alleg

L66) ‘2T "uor ‘Appsaupasm

HA

IOTUISIA TOOHDS LHVSAQ



Jan. 11 and 12, 1997

Judge rules residents’ rights violated

Sun City West
voters win suit
against Dysart

By BOB BUSHNER
Staff writer

PHOENIX — Residents in
the Sun City West expansion
area should get a chance soon
to vote for Dysart School

Board members, a Maricopa

County judge said Friday.
Superior Court Judge B.
Michael Dann declared un-
constitutional a portion of
Arizona law used to establish

the order of the November
election because residents in
two of the five wards, in-
cluding the expansion area of
Sun City West, were not al-
lowed to vote.

Dann ruled that the con-

stitutional rights of Sun City

West residents Robert Koch
and Rose Parker were viol-
ated because the selection of
the three -wards for the
November 1996 election was
based on which areas con-
tained the largest percentage
of minorities.

Implementing a vote based
on racial or ethnic population-
as outlined in the law *“vio-.

lates the fundamental under-
standing of what this country
is supposed to be about,”
Dann said in his ruling from
the bench Friday morning in
the Maricopa County Court-
house.

“Equal protection under the
law governs the rights of not
only the minority members
but the majority members (of
the district), and it protects
the rights of citizens, be they
white, black, red or brown,”

_the judge ruled. :

“For the state to say tha
election in the wards be in the
ascending order based on the
percentage of minorities as it

did is unconstitutional and an
equal protection clause viola-
tion.”

Dann said his concern was
for the citizens of those wards
(4 and 5) that did not vote and
were made to wait two years,
until 1998, on “race-based
criteria.

“It separates the races for
the purpose of voting, and the
government can't do that)”
Dann said. “It was not actu-
ally the school district here, it
was a state agency that trip-
ped over what should have
been a very easy equal pro-
tection impediment.

\

B From A1

sented the school board
members and the school dis-
trict in the case, said he was
“extremely disappointed”
with Dann’s decision.

“Not just in the ruling but
in the lack of analysis of the
Legislature’s intent in passing
the law,” Herf said.

But Herf added that he was
pleased that the judge allowed
the three board members to
remain in place.

Herf said it was too early to
determine whether there
would be an appeal by the
district, which he stressed was
not at fault in the case be-
cause it was following current
state law in setting up the
election.

Herf said his interpretation
of the judge’s order to hold an

election at the earliest time

was the next scheduled elec-
tion in 1998, because the law
protects the two sitting board
members whose terms don’t
expire until then.

Dann suggested during his
ruling that the district con-
sider quickly hold the election
in Wards 4 and 5 and expand
the board membership from
five to seven until the two
other board members’ terms
expire. 2

Before Dann’s ruling, Herf
contended that race was a
relevant factor in the case and
that the numbered districts’
election status was necessary
“so that minorities in the dis-
trict have a right to run” for
the school board so they could
help direct their children’s
education.

“That’s not racial classifica-

tion, it’s racial conscious-

ness,” Herf added.

The district’s attorney also .

argued that the case was
brought by the Sun City West
residents because they didn’t
want to pay taxes in what they
claim is “an inherently unfair
tax system” in Arizona, Herf
said.

But Peters countered that
the issue wasn't about taxes;
that when Arizona law gives
rights - “depending on what
race” people.are, “we say that
is invalid. .

“According to that clause,
someone has to wait to vote
and we say that's prejudicial,”
Peters said. “It's not sufficient
justification to use the racial
issue here.”

Lisa Daniel, director of
elections in the Arizona sec-
retary of state’s office, had not

“This statute simply does

heard about Dann’s ruliﬂg.

not pass muster.”

The judge ordered the dis-
trict to hold "an election for

Wards 4 and 5 “at the earliest.

possible moment,” but he left
it up to the board how that
would be accomplished.

Dann stopped short of de-
claring the November election
invalid, indicating ' that the
three board members elected
— Rachel Villanueva, Mary
Johnson and Richard McComb
— would retain their seats.

Parker, Koch and Betty
Gilomen of Surprise had
challenged that election in the
lawsuit filed in late ' November

Karie Dozer, a spokesperson
for the state Attorney Gen-

eral’s office,

also had not

learned about the ruling and

had no comment.

Dann’s ruling is not the first
to question the district’s ward
system established last June
in place of an at-large election

procedure.

In late October, an attorney

general’s opinion

said the

district’s interpretation of the
law that Wards 1, 2 and 3
should vote in the November
election and Wards 4 and 5

wait until 1998 was flawed.

In fact, the elections should
have been in Wards 5, 4 and 3,
and Wards 1 and 2 should

have

waited two years be-

cause the higher numbered
wards were the low-minority

population areas,

by Phoenix attorney Donald
Peters.

Peters said he was pleased
with the judge’s ruling, which
he said came “obviously after
a lot of thought.”

The plaintiff's attorney said
the ruling would be “refined”
during post-judgment pro-
ceedings.

Koch was also pleased with
the ruling.

“I'm glad our basic argu-
ment prevailed,” Koch said.
“We’ll have to see exactly
where this takes us.”

Charles W. Herf, the
Phoenix attorney who repre-

» See District derides, A6
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Retirees fighting school taxes

By Angela Rabago-Mussi
Staff writer

Carrying picket signs blasting
the original retirement-community
developer, about 100 irate senior
citizens marched outside the Sun-
dome in Sun City West on Thurs-
day.

The residents, who live in the
new section of Sun City West, are
angry that Del Webb Corp. has not
done more to equalize their school
taxes with those of their neighbors
in the original part of the commu-
nity.

That area was deannexed from
the Dysart Unified School District
in 1981. Residents there now pay
an unorganized-school-district tax
rate of $2.36 per $100 of assessed
valuation, while their neighbors to
the north pay much higher tax
rates to the Dysart and Peoria
districts.

“We think Del Webb caused this
problem, and we think Del Webb
should do something to solve it,”

With the
Sundome as
their backdrop,
angry residents
of the new
section of Sun
City West blame
the Del Webb
Corp. for their
school-tax
inequity. “We
think Del Webb
caused this
problem, and we
think Del Webb
should do
something to
solve it," Eleanor
Nelson said.

said Eleanor Nelson, one of the
protesters.

But the problem of school
financing is a statewide problem

that requires a
a quick fix,”
spokesman John Waldron said.

“We believe that the problem

“lasting solution,
Webb

level.”

The slogans on the protesters’
signs included warnings to people

B Nancy Engebretson/Stafi photographer
needs to be solved at a statewide

who may buy homes in Sun City
Grand, the company’s newest de-
velopment in Surprise. Signs read,
“Grand won’t be so grand with
Dysart taxes,” and “POW. —
Prisoner of Webb.”

Del Webb should have tried to
get the entire Sun City West area
out of the school district, said Ruth
Locker, a two-year resident of Sun
City West, whose name tag read
“Mrs. Tax Equity.”

But at the time of the dean-
nexation, the expansion area didn’t
exist, Waldron explained. He said
Webb did not buy the property
until the early 1990s.

Some of the protesters contend
that Del Webb failed to tell them
they would be paying taxes to the
Dysart or Peoria school districts.

"Waldron said every home buyer
received a public réport showing
the estimated tax. Last year, the
company began issuing an addi-
tional isclaimer to home buyers
stating that the area covers several
school districts.



DYSARR SCHOOL DISTRICT SCia

VF

/Q-19-9C

THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
THE ARIZONA REI’UBLIC_I_

Dysart district retirees seek de-annexation

€6

I don't know of any other district that has had any community de-annex
. from it, especiallv a retirement communiry.”

JESUS DE LA GARZA

DYSART SUPERINTENDENT

By Angela Rabago-Mussi
Staff writer

Tired of paying higher school taxes than
their fellow senior-citizen neighbors, another
part of Sun City West wants out of the Dysart
Unified School District.

But the district is vowing not to let history
repeat itself, arguing that seniors shouldn’t be
exempted from paying for education.

A group of residents in the new section of
Sun City West has been fighting to get out of
the district. using the only tool they have —
the vote.

This well-organized group of senior citizens
has been blamed for defeating two overrides
and three bond proposals in the last two years.

Now the group has decided to take it a step
further and try to get de-annexation on the
ballot -in the spring, said Jerry Medford
president of Citizens for Tax Equity.

The group will need to collect signatures
from 10 percent of the registered voters. They
would need a majority of the vote both inside

and outside of their neighborhood.

In 1981, the original Sun City West forced a
de-annexation from the district after seniors
took over a majority of the school board seats.
Before that, Sun City defeated 16 bond
requests, forcing the Peoria Unified School
District to vote them out in 1974.

Those two retirement communities now pay -©
an unorganized-school-district tax rate of $2.36

[y

2

per $100 of assessed valuation, compared with

the Dysart district tax rate of about $7.32 per

S100.

Despite this historical precedent, the district
has vowed it will not give in as easily this time.
“Our people cannot afford to pay for their

taxes,”
nueva said.

Dysart board member Rachel Villa-
“That happened before. They

pulled out and we were left to take up the

burden of higher taxes.
happen again.”

We can’t let that

Superintendent Jesus de la Garza said he

questions the constitutionality of de-
annexation.
“I don’t know of any other district

“that has had any community de-annex

from it, especially a retirement com-
munity,” he said.

Officials at the American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons had not heard
of the phenomenon, Tom Otwell of its
communications division said. But he
said the group conducted a study in
1995 that showed that age is not a
good predictor of who supports or
opposes increased funding for public
schools.

The district has had to cut almost
$1 million from its operations budget
in the last two years because of the
failed override. An increasing number
of residents are moving into the
district, but without a bond, there’s no
money to build or renovate schools.

Members of Citizens for Tax Equity
deny that they are against education,
but say they believe all Sun City West
residents should pay the same school
taxes.

“They accuse us of not being in

favor of education, but we just believe
that we should be paying on the same
basis as the people in the rest of the
community that we live in” said
Eleanor Nelson, vice president of the
group.

She said the ideal would be for the
money that the Sun City communities
pav go to the Dysart district instead 0f
county coffers and said the community |
has actively been lobbying the state |
Legislature for equalized funding of |
schools

The district’s recent change from
at-large elections to a district system
shut down the group’s attempt to get
three members elected to the board
this fall. This move seems to have
cemented the retirees’ resolve.

“Many of us fought for the right to
have a voice,” Medford said. “I
pleaded with them not to polanz: the
community with this proposal.”

The district fears this latest dc—
annexation attempt will cause a .
domino effect with the growing
number of retirement communities in
Surprise.




Mollie J. Hoppes/Daily News-Sun

Homeowners from the Sun City West expansion area protest Thursday afternoon outside the Sundome before Chuck

Roach of Del Webb addressed the' audience. The residents are upset because
City West owners. :

they pay S\

igher taxes than the other Sun

By P. SOLOMON BANDA
Staff writer

Seventy-five residents pro-
tested in front of the Sundome
Center for the Performing Arts
at Del Webb’s Sun City West
residents meeting Thursday.

The residentsi'some carry-
ing signs that read “P.O.W.
Prisoner of ebb,”” and
“P.O0.W. Pawns of Webb.
Dysart School [Tax Victim,”
and “Del Webh:You Divided
Sun City West. Make us
Whole. Make Taxes Equal,”
wanted to inform residents of
their plight. ‘

The protest alsa served to
warn would-be buyers of
homes in Sun City Grand, Del
Webb Corp.’s new master
planned retirement commu-
nity in Surprise,-that their tax
rate will be higher than that
of their neighbors.

At issue is the difference in
school taxes from one district
to another. Fortinstance, the
owners of a $160,000 home in
Sun City West: north of the
Deer Valley Road extension
pays $1,171 in, taxes vs. the
$377 owners sputh of there

Homeowners rail
SCW tax inequity

pay for a similarly valued
home.

Residents think that’s un-
fair.

Sun City West expansion
area residents say they should
have been told they were in a
school district and were going
to pay more in taxes than
their neighbors in the original
Sun City West and Sun City to
the south.

They say they weren't.

Now they want Del Webb
Corp. to use its corporate
muscle to fix this problem.

“We believe Del Webb Corp.

is the organization that cre-
ated the situation and they |

should be the ones to fix it™
said Robert Koch, one of the
protesters.

Many protesters from a
group calling itself the Com-
mittee to Inform the Public of
the Del Webb Corporation’s
Role in our Tax Inequities say
they were bargaining chips
when Sun City West dean-
nexed from the Dysart Unified
School District in 1981.

“They actively designated a |

particular part of land as a
» See Dysart boundaries, A5
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B From A1

carrot,” said Ruth Locker, one
of the protesters, referring to
how district boundaries were
drawn when the rctirees
placed the issue on a ballot to
vote themselves out of the
district in 1981, '

Sun City West resident

Robert Williams, chairman of

the PORA ad hoc commitee
Dysart School District Com-
mittee that helped draw the
new boundaries back then,
said the only part of Sun City
West that was left in the dis-
trict was the commercial core
near R.H. Johnson Boulevard
and Camino del Sol.

“We didn't want to totally
drop the Dysart district,” Wil-
liamq said. “We thought we'd
leave the commercial core as
a tax base.” -

The land where the Sun City
West expansion area is now,
was undeveloped desert, sep-
arated by a drainage canal
and a brick wall.

TV Gvaes wema .

“That’s (the expansion area
as a carrot) is totally out of
focus,” Williams said. “Webb
didn't own the land back
then.”

Del Webb Corp. acquired
the land for the expansion in
1992 and broke ground in
1993, said John Waldron,
Webb spokesman.

But what irks the residents
is that some were told their
taxes would be higher, others
were not.

“It was the luck of the
draw,” Locker said. “It de-
pended on the salesperson.”

What adds to the confusion
is the number of school dis-
triots in Sun City West, Chuck
Roach, senior vice president
and general manager of Sun
City Grand, told the 4,100
residents inside the Sundome.

“There are three districts in
Sun City West and all have
different tax rates,” Roach
said.

Peoria Unified School Dis-
trict, Dysart and the un-
organized school district are
all within both parts of Sun
City West. Dysart’s secondary
rate is $7.32 and the un-
organized district's rate is
$2.36.

Residents were told before
they bought their homes what
their total tax rate would be
as required by the state De-
partment of Real Estate,
Waldron said.

There has never been a
question raised by residents
on the accuracy of Webb's tax
estimates.

Webb added another dis-
closure form about a year ago
in response to customers’
complaints, Waldron said. The
new form, which will also be
used in Sun City Grand, in-
forms residents that there are
three school districts in the
area in addition to the legal
requirements.

daries irk residents

“I think they knew this
when they bought their
homes,” said Bob Otto, a
resident of the original Sun
City West. The pair went to
the meeting to keep up with
what’s happening in Sun City
Grand. They say they have no
desire to move.

“From our vantage point,
the entire school finance Sys-
tem is broke,” Roach said.
“It's the responsibility of the
(state) Legislature to recog-
nize the problem and two, to
solve the problem.”

It’s the one thing both sides
agree on.

“This is a state problem and
it needs to be resolved as
such,” Koch said. “It needs to
be resolved in a rational and
constructive way.”

Waldron said Webb Corp.’s
lobbyist will continue to fol-
low the issue, as the company
has in the past.

Av ‘A2 ung ‘ung-smaN Ajipg 9661 ‘81 120 ‘Abpli4




-on de-annexation from

Group m
Dy

for Tax Equity sets sights

Citizens

By PAUL DAGOSTINO 7_’4,%
Staff writer 1~

SUN CITY WEST — Sun City West

. expansion area residents turned out

cTmye "

by the hundreds Tuesday night to
discuss ways to defeat a $55 million
bond and override issue proposed by

. the Dysart Unified School District.

The issue, on the March 12 ballot,

" has prompted leaders of the Citizens
for Tax Equity to mobilize its mem-

bership to convince neighbors and
other retirees in the district to vote
the measure down.

One of the more than 400 members
at the meeting in the R.H. Johnson
Social Hall suggested running for
seats on the school board in an effort
to gain control of the district’s deci-
sion to approve bond elections.

Bond money goes for capital costs
and override money goes for salaries
and programs.

The group’s first order of business
was to elect officers for the purpose
of preparing to force an election to
de-annex from the school district.

“One of our eventual goals is de-
annexation from the Dysart Unified
School District. If we thought we had
the votes to do it now, we would do
it,” said Eleanor Nelson, the organi-
-zation’s secretary.

Nelson said by law the organiza-
tion needs to be registered with
,Maricopa County in order to gather
the required signatures — 10 percent
of the district’'s more than 7,000 vo-
}ters — to get its proposal on the
ballot. Residents in the expansion
area then would have to out-vote the
rest of the district to disassociate,

v

school district

which is unlikely, Nelson said.

In the meantime, the strategy is to
vote down bond issues, she said.

Citizens for Tax Equity is a group
of homeowners who live in the Sun
City West expansion area, a 1,200-
acre parcel north of Deer Valley
Drive, in Del Webb Corp.’s last phase
in the development of Sun City West,
scheduled to be completed by Oc-
tober.

The group opposes paying more in
school taxes than other residents
who live in the district.

Public school taxes are based on
the assessed valuation of property,
and expansion-area residents own
some of the most expensive property
in the district. Consequently, they
pay more than most other school
district residents. But they also pay
more in school taxes than other Sun
City West residents.

“Why should one side of Deer Val-
ley Drive pay $900 (annually) and the
other side pay nothing?” asked one
woman who would not give her
name.

The commercial core of Sun City
West and part of the expansion area
are in the Dysart Unified School
District. Another portion is in the
Peoria Unified School District. The
rest of Sun City West de-annexed by

" yote from Dysart in 1981.

Jerry Medford, newly elected
president of the organization, said
Citizens for Tax Equity is not against
education.

He said the group would consider
supporting a bond issue if there was
more evidence of the expected

Ul oRAAlL oSunuuvuy Ulolhivlud

obilizes aaainst
sart bond

growth district officials anticipate
which is based on projections by the
city of Surprise and developers.

In Surprise, 13 residential an
commercial developments are eithe:
proposed or under construction, ant
request for building permits havr
increased dramatically in the last si
months. Since July 1995 the city ha
issued 508 building permits, a ms
jority of which are residential, ar
cording to city records.

Medford said, however,
will be slow.

«wphere will be expansion, b
there will be very slow expansion
Medford said. “They're (the scho
district) way ahead of where th
should be.”

He called “asinine” the “wish lis
of repairs, renovations and new |
cilities the school district has p’
pared with the help of architects. ]
pointed out certain items of the d
trict’s needs assessment and impli
district officials were asking for 1
necessary improvements.

Medford also said rates of tax
crease for school district reside’
published in local newspapers W
much lower than what they ‘wo!
be. He did not give a figure of w!
he thought the rates would be.

Alejandro Perez, the district’s
perintendent of business affairs, s
the figures are accurate. If the
sessed valuation of the district &
whole remains at $92 million, a |
son with a $100,000 home would
pect to pay $67 more per year, P¢
said.

Kathy Sysak, vice president of
company that handles the distri
bond sales, agrees. She said the
the same figure she gave to sev:
members of Citizens for Tax Eq
over the telephone.

that growtl

The district is banking on poi
tion growth. If the total asse
valuation increases to $106 mi'

AVER
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Eleanor Nelson,
Citizen's for
Tax Equity

ted.' the

in the district, s is projec

tax rate on @ $100,000 home would be
447, pecause more people are paying
for the tax increase.

Perez cited construction in the
expansion area and gurprise as evi-
dence the district’s valuation would
increase as it did last year.

Last year, Citizens for Tax Equity
took the lead in mobilizing the ex-
pausion—area and gurprise retirees
Lo vote against two successive Dysart
school pond elections. Both issues
failed.

Those defeats have taken their toll
on the district, school officials said.
In the first election, an override was
defeated, as well as @ $25 million
hond issue: As a result, the district
had to trim almost $500,000 from
their maintenance and operation
pudget and froze teachers‘ galaries,
which are already low cmnpared to
{eacher’s galaries in surrounding
school districts.

1r the pond and override fails
again, the district would have to cut
&1 million from ils pudeget, district
officials said. That would mean no
new schools, culting a host of student
programs, continuing the salary
freeze and pussibly going 0 double
gessions for students.
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Dysart gets lots of advice

By Betty Reid
Staff writer

EL MIRAGE — Dysart Unified
School District leaders say they've
picked up plenty of advice about
how to win a bond election in
general, but none offer suggestions
about how to convince retirees to
vote for the bond.

A Valley consultant, who
worked on a report about how to
win a bond election in Chandler,
sent a free copy of a study to
Dysart board members.

But no one, not even in the
report, has suggested how the
board should deal with Sun City
West retirees, said Macario Gar-
cia, clerk of the Dysart board.

The retirees who live in the new
Sun City West expansion area

DYSART SCHOOL DISTRICT

torpedoed two district bond elec-
tions last spring.

“I just hear that people here are
angry with them (retirees).” Gar-
cia said. “The image appears to be
that they really don't care, and
they don’t care to educate chil-
dren.”

During the election, new Sun
City West residents say they are
not opposed to education hut want
to pay the same taxes paid by
residents living in the original Sun
City West. In the early 1980s, the
retirees and the local community
agreed to vote Sun City West out of
the Dysart district.

Other school districts stretching
from Tucson to the Valley advise
Dysart to resort to the grass-roots
people to organize a campaign. The

thinking is that not all parents
came out to vote, said Alex Perez,
Dysart’s business manager.

“There’s all kinds of stuff: every-
body I talked to has an opinion,”
Perez said, adding that he was
given about 10 different ideas.

The board aborted plans to call
for another bond election this fall.
It is considering another bond
proposal in the spring.

Ed Cirillo, president of the
Property Owners Resident Associ-
ation in Sun City West, gave
members of his board a report
about Dysart on Tuesday. Cirillo
gave a report about a trip he took
through Dysart district campuses
on Aug. 16.

PORA was criticized by Sun City
West expansion residents for not

, NO answers

taking a stand on whether or not
voters should pass the Dysart bond
election. The group asked voters to
make their own decisions.

Cirillo, after his trip through the
district, said he thought the Dysart
district has critical needs, includ-
ing some buildings which are in
poor condition.

He also offered advice for dis-
trict leaders: Offer a clearer pic-
ture about who will pay for the
bonds. Cirillo said it is his under-
standing that over time, it is the
new people who move into the
school district as a result of growth
who will pick up the tax burden.

“They (district leaders) need to
give more thought into the financ-
ing plan involved,” Cirillo said.
"They didn’t do a very good sales
job on that story.”
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Do your homework

I have been following the Dysart
School District bond issue with
interest as a taxpayer 'in the
district. There are also landown-
ers, homeowners and other resi-
dents in this school district who
agree with Mr. Padnick (“Dysart
tour helps foster understanding,”
Community, Aug. 21) and hope he
continues to fight the unconscious
request for millions of our tax
dollars.

Yes, unconscious. This first con-

scious effort to justify any bond for
school money was conducted with
a tour of six campuses in the
Dysart district. The next effort
should be a reasonable accounting
for planned expenditures, includ-
ing maintenance, roofs and com-
puters.

If Rachel Villanueva expects to
have a bond issue approved, she
should do her homework and
justify that $25 million gift to the
district. Most of the citizens of this
community work for a living and
cannot afford to contribute more
unaccountable funds to politicians
and city officials. We cannot afford
to give millions more to a school
district that has absolutely no idea
of how to manage a budget with an
ever-increasing student popula-
tion. :

The “sleepy” little one street-
light town of Surprise has annexed
more territory (with a substantial
tax base) than the individuals in
charge of budget (tax and spend)
know how to handle. Thinking
people are not to be fooled or
bullied into approving a huge
spending spree for them! They
have to go through us before they
can lay claim on more tax dollars.

Amy Gelley
Sun City
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Dysart, groups

By PAUL DAGOSTINO
Staff writer

David Garcia began working in the
fields at the age of 4. Each day he
awakened early and tagged along
with his parents to harvest crops.

As migrant [armworkers, Garcia
and his family traveled from state to
state with different crop harvests.
Part of the year, the Garcias lived in
El Mirage and part of the year they
lived on the road.

Eventually, Garcia's parents sett-
led in ElI Mirage, and Garcia at-
tended Dysart schools from first
grade through high school. He al-
ways knew he wanted to attend col-
lege rather than pick fruits and veg-
etables.

Education was his ticket out of the
fields.

“I was tired of working in the
fields and waking up at three or four
in the morning,” Garcia said.

The 35-yvear-old considers himself
a reflection of the past, present and
future. His education at Glendale
Community College led him to his
job as director of parks and recrea-
tion in El Mirage

His past parallels the future. The
futurc will be different.

Now developers are planning large
subdivisions for families in Surprise,
which is expected to grow from 7,500
to 65.000 pecople in 10 years. That
means the school district has to

SCW

Dysart school district
officials estimate they will
need at least one new
school within two years.

build more schools and hire teachers
to staff them.

School district officials estimate
they need at least one new school
within two years. But it takes at least
two years to plan and build one, said
Jesus de la Garza, superintendent of
the Dysart Unified School District.

He said that data are based on a
student growth rate of 5 percent for
the last several years.

“If that trend continues, we will be
at capacity this year,” de la Garza
said.

That makes passage of a bond
critical, de la Garza said.

One of the problems in the past
elections was that not enough par-
ents voted, school officials have said.
Garcia confirmed that He said one
of the things the school district has
to do is a better job of educating
parents and students, he said.

“Maybe they need to educate them
as to what a bond election is,” Gar-
cia said.

Earlier this year Dysart voters
twice rejected a $25-million bond is-
sue earmarked. for construction, ex-
pansion and renovation of schools.
The district said it needs money to

DYSERT

plot bond

SCHOOOL DISTRICT

build and prepare schools for the
anticipated growth in Surprise.

That is the plan of school district
supporters, who include civic lead-
ers, school officials, developers,
parents and teachers. They are
meeting in groups and forming plans
to reach out to parents and students
to build support for future bond and
override elections. Bond money goes
for school buildings and override
money goes for salaries and pro-
grams.

“This is the primary goal, to in-
volve as many people as possible”
said de la Garza.

Many of the votes against the issue
came from residents living in the
Sun City West expansion area, which
is in the area of Deer Valley Drive.
The expansion area and the com-
mercial core are the only parts of
Sun City West in the Dysart Unified
Schoool District. Other votes against
the issue came from the retirement
communities of Sun Village and
Happy Trails in Surprise. ’

Retirees who voted against the
bond issue said they didn’t want to
pay more for school taxes. Several
retirees said they felt they were
paying an unfair amount because of
the higher values of their property.

District officials were considering
putting another bond election on the
ballot in November, but are leaning
toward March because they want

strategies

more time to reach out to district
residents.

“I don't think we can go fast and
be comprehensive,” de la Garza said.

Included in the comprehensive
plan are: .

B The formation of a committee t
gather information about what the
district needs based on growth
projections from area developers.

B The formation of school site-
based councils after school begins.
They are groups mandated by the
Legislature last year and are com-
posed of teachers, administrators,
students and parents to support and
have input in their schools.

Other developments include the
reorganization of the Dysart High
School Booster Club, which has been
inactive. About 20 people attended
the club’'s first meeting last month,
said Chuck Hydeman, instructor at
Dysart High School.

Hydeman said bond supporters
also plan to work through a con-
cerned parents club. Although the
groups aren't specifically organized
to promote future bond and override
elections, they provide a means for
residents to exchange information.

“] see more people talking”
Hydeman said.

Among Garcia's suggestions is ad-
dressing meetings of parent/teacher
organizations in the district’s four
elementary schools.
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SCHOOL FINANCE elections this spring, the district the district’s 21 schools.
lost an override election in March. But unless voters approve more
One consequence of the failed money in bonds, district officials
elections is that the district cut said the schools will become over-
expenditures by 10 percent for the crowded because there will be a big
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Deer Valley voters in February
rejected a $252 million bond issue
and an override election. The Deer
Valley board shifted $4 million
from the new Mountain Ridge
High School, 67th Avenue and
Patrick Lane, to put portable
buildings at certain elementary
schools and provide repairs o
meet health and safety needs at
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Dysart approves
SCW boundaries

By IAN MITCHELL
Daily News-Sun staff

The Dysart Unified School District
Governing Board approved two long-
pending matters at its Tuesday
meeting: a change of district bound-
aries in the Sun City West expansion
area and an extension of the district
superintendent’s contract.

The board unanimously approved
a change in the district’s boundaries
in the Sun City West expansion area,
an issue which has been on the
board’s agenda since early March.

Del Webb Corp. representatives
met with the board in a study session
March 16 to discuss the boundary
change, which the developer pro-
posed to keep any lot from being in
more than one school district.

If boundaries were left unchanged,
58 residential lots would have been
split between the Dysart and Peoria
school districts, with part of each lot
in Dysart and part in Peoria. The
Peoria board approved the boundary
change in March, subject to Dysart’s
&pproval.

'*The Dysart board delayed voting
on the question until the proposal
had been examined by legal and real
estate experts. °

Under the Del Webb proposal ap-
proved Tuesday, Dysart gives up a
79-acre parcel of land in exchange
for two parcels totaling 41 acres.

Scott Peterson, vice president of
land development for Del Webb
Corp., said when all three parcels
are fully developed, Dysart will gain

$47,000 in revenue annually through
the land swap; but until 1996, Dysart
will lose revenue from property
taxes because the parcel being given
to Peoria will be developed first. Del
Webb Corp. figures project all three
parcels will be fully developed by
2001.

Also approved Tuesday, by a 3-2
vote, was a one-year extension of
Superintendent Frank Galas’ con-
tract and a 2 percent salary increase,
bringing his annual pay to $75,990.
His contract expires in June 1995.

Galas’ contract and evaluation
have been issues pending before the
board since February, when the
board delayed his evaluation be-
cause of objections from some par-
ents and teachers concerning his
leadership.

In an April workshop meeting,
board members agreed to conduct
Galas’ evaluation separately from a
district dialogue meeting, which was
convened May 17. Galas’ evaluation
was completed by the board in an
executive session preceding Tues-
day’s meeting.

There was no discussion before the
vote. Board members Marcario Gar-
cia and Ben Loya voted for the ex-
tension and raise, and Pam Justice
and Mary Smith opposed it. Board
President Rachel Villanueva then
cast the deciding vote in favor of
extending the superintendent’s con-
tract.



VF - DYSART SCHOOL

SCW

NEWS

COMMERCIALWCORE STAYS

Dysart dlstrict _voters -overwhelm-
ingly -approved a measure Tuesday that
will separate Sun City West residents
from the school district.

The split, effective July 1, will leave
the tprimary business core in the dis-
tric

The separatlon, ‘which required a
majority -vote “from Sun City West
residents ‘and voters in the remainder
of the .Dysart 'district, received wide
support from both sides. -

ONE OF TWO PROPOSALS voted
on, the measure was a compromise
worked out between retirees and the
remainder of the Dysart district.

It provides that residential areas of
Sun City West will be ousted, leaving
key business areas in the ;llstrict

Sun City West approved the proposal

by a vote of 2,044 to 176, while' El

sure, 362-138.-
THE ALTERNATIVE proposal,
which. would have separated the entire

. retirement community, was defeated,
. 2,946-266, in Sun City West and 465-34 in

the remainder of the distict.

A compromise was-worked out
March 30 after it become evident to
Sun. City West-'representatives that
district parents would veto separation

of the entire community, The commeri-

cal core was viewed as a concession by
retirees—one which parents. hope will
provide the district with a large enough
tax base for bonding capacity to meet
expected future growth.

The election culmmated months of
resentment t.hat .many. district parents
have felt since three Sun City West
residents took cont.rol of the board in
January ~rdan B g
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intensified sut:h fée‘lings. ‘Included was
a vote by Westers to rescind ‘a $27.5
million 1978 bond atthorization, a deci-
sion to delay funds for a vocational
facility, a difference of opinion over
bilinqual education, and an attempt to
limit time for pubhc participation at
‘board mieetings.

School board president Rose Ratner
of Sun City West said she had mixed
feelings about the election results. Al-
though ‘she reiterated her past views
that Westers could have provided need-
ed educational and financial expertise,
she said the split is probably for the
best. -

Robert Williams, head of the Sun
City West Dysart school: affairs com-
mmittee, ‘said,” “I ‘think it was 'the
wisest deusion The ‘majority- of our
system is usually right. This will clear
the political air and we can get on with

. providing volunteer help to the dis-
teict?”

The outcome of the election, he said,
is the result of ‘‘somebody stirrmg
people up with the idea: that they re
being exploited.”. ",

.- Maricopa. County Schools Superm-
tendent Richard Harris is expected to
appoint ‘three board members to re-
place Mrs. Ratner, Ingelletta Hawkins
and Jack Gierman. =

Officials have said that the split will
lower the school district’s assessed
valuation -from- $43.2 million to $16.2
million. “But * this 'is' expected to "be
partially offset by an increased state
contribution of $1,026,000 this year.

THOSE WHO VOTED AGAINST the
separation weren’t as optimistic about
the district’s future. -

Board member Sam Openshaw, who
led a last-minute drive to keep retirees
in the district, said the disassociation
will have a detrlmental effect on the
district. :
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By KICHARD MOORE
Staff Writer

Residents in Sun City West are being
asked to support the revocation of a $27.5
million bond authorization in the Dysart
Unified School District. ’ ]

A petition to place the issue on the Nov.
4 ballot will be available to sign at 9 a.m.
Monday at the Property Owners and
Residents Association’s general member-
ship meeting, Johnson Social hall. |

In addition, petitions requesting that
the names of Sun City West residents
running for four of the five seats on the
school board be placed on the November
ballot also will be circulated at Monday’s
meeting.

“SUN CITY WEST was in an embryon-
ic stage at the time (the bond authoriza-
tion was approved), and was without
representation in the district,” says a
PORA report. “Thus, we inherited a

nnancial time-bomb which gould have a
severe future impact on our taxes. The

threat of major expenditures under- this

authorization...cannot be tolerated.”

The report, issued Monday and mailed
to PORA members, “said that in 1978,
although $3.83 million in bond authoriza-
tions remained from a 1973 Dysart dis-
trict election, another one was held in

* which only 190 people voted for approval

of the proposition.
“The $27.5 million bond authorization

itself lacked valid justification in view of '

those Dysart and PORA members who
subsequently analyzed it,”" the report
says.
%HE REPORT concludes that the possi-
ble disassociation of Sun City West from
the Dysart School District “will be seri-
ously considered” after the school bond
authorization is revoked. o

Names of possiblvghool,hoard candi-

NEWS SUN

dates have not been released, according
to one PORA official who added that the

‘prospective candidates. are being inter-

viewed by the PORA board.

“It is important to note that PORA
cannot...provide financial or political sup-
port to those running for office,” the
report says. “‘However, PORA can help in
the screening and introduction of these
candidates to Sun City West residents.”

ONE THOUSAND signatures are need-
ed to place all the issues on the ballot.

PORA plans to invite all school board
candidates to the September general
membership meeting.

Fred Koory Jr., chairman of the Mari-
copa County Board of Supervisors, will be
the guest speaker at Monday’s meeting.

KOORY WILL talk about the progress
being made in replacing the Bell Road
bridge destroyed in the March 1979 flood.

May 13, 1980

PORA will seek revocation of Dysart school bond

He will answer questions about other
matters of interest in the county.
Members of PORA’s taxation commit-
tee will also present infthmation on the
June 3 primaries. A
PORA is endorsing the passage of eight
of 10 propositions on the ballot. The
homeowners group is recommending that
residents vote ‘‘no’”’ on Prop. 104 and 105.
PROP. 104 would permit a school dis-
trict to increase its bonded indebtedness
from 20 to 30 percent of the value of
taxable property in the district. Counties
would be permitted to increase their
indebtedness from 10 to 15 percent of the
value of taxable property in the county.
“Because it has not been established
that such increases are necessary and
because Sun City West does not have
representation on the Dysart school board
to control unnecessary spending at this
time, we strongly urge you to vote no,” a

PORA taxation committee report says.

Prop. 105 changes the definition of
‘‘state revenue’ in the constitution which
would allow the state to by-pass the seven
percent spending limit imposed by the
voters in 1978.

IT HAS not been decided whether
Monday’s meeting will be the last until
fall. PORA’s by-laws require that three
membership meetings be held during the
calender year—in January, May and
October. ;

Officials earlier intended Monday’'s
meeting to wrap up business until Sep-
tember. But because there are still many
important matters that need to be
presented, a formal June meeting is
likely.

“We will definitely hold an informative
meeting in June,” said PORA president
Joe Kelso.
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New group forms to fight
Dysart disassociation

By CHERYL SWEET

. Staff Writer -

With the Dysart school
disassociation election
scheduled Tuesday, anoth-
er group has sprung up to
voice its views.

The .newly formed Dy-
sart School District Pa-
trons -Against Disassocia-
tion is busy trying to
persuade district parents
to vote against disassocia-
tion from Sun City West.

Dysart School board
member Sam Openshaw,
who is a member of the
group, said disassociation
would be detrimental to
both retirees and -other
district residents. He
maintains that things
should be left as they are.

OPENSHAW said - par-
ents have unjustly criti-
cized the three Sun City
West board members per-
formance.

“l don’t think they're
giving them a fair ap-
praisal. The people of Sun
City West are interested
in children and ensuring
they get a good education.
As a board member, I feel
they’'re hard working.”

He further said that
Parents Organized to Pro-
tect Education is responsi-
ble for disseminating un-
founded rumors. Such
misinformation, he said,
has caused many parents
to lean heavily in favor of
disassociation.

“It has seemed to me,
that . POPE . organizers
come up with a bunch of
‘ifs.” The people need to
find out for themselves
about such rumors and
not depend on what others
say.’

OPENSHAW sald his
group was organized
about ‘six weeks ago and
intends to continue its ef-
forts of convincing El Mi-
rage: and Surprise resi-
dents: to vote against
disassocation until elec-
tion time.

He said the group has
had ‘‘some very favorable
feedback’ throughout the
community and added
that he feels ‘“‘we will
prevail,” in opposing the
separation. -

Openshaw refused to
speculate on how many
members were in his
group.

Lynn Anderson, a local
rancher, also is a member
of the group opposing the
separation. Anderson said
disassociation would be
unfair, because it would
exempt Sun City West
from school taxes. ‘I
don’'t believe in special
treatment for anybody,”
he said.

FORMER school board
president Margaret Bak-
er, who is a member of
POPE, said she thinks
Openshaw’s , group has
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had little support from the
community. “Everyone’s
been watching their _ef-
forts very closely. As-far
as 1 know, they haven’t
got anyone to support
them.”

She added that she
doubts if the group’s
membership is very
large—not more than five
or six people. At this
point, she said, it looks as

though the votes for disas-

sociation will far outweigh
the position taken by
Openshaw and others op-
posing the separation.
POPE was formed after
Sun’ City West -leaders
filed a disassociation peti-
tion March 2 with the
county. The petition ‘advo-
cates excluding Phase I
and commerical ' areas
from the school district.

Concerned that - the
omission of the entire re-
tirement
would lower the district’s
bonding capacity, a group
of parents formed POPE
to protest the Sun City
West petition.

THE TWO sides eventu-
ally got together and drew
up a compromise petition
which was submitted to
the county March 30. This
second petition differs
from the first in, that it
leaves the commercial
core in the school district.

Robert Williams, head

5’1:', -5/

community.

May 6,

plan

of the Sun City West Dy-
sart  Affairs Committee,
said the compromise was
reached when it became
evident that parents in the

district would not support

the Sun City West petition.

Without parents’ sup-
port ‘the separation would
be impossible, since a ma-
jority vote on both sides is
needed for the measure to
pass.

separation.
doubts that the people
with common ‘sense will '
vote yes.”

On the remote possibili-
ty that the measure does
not pass, Williams said
the result would be a
“horror story” for both

~sides concerned.

1981

Williams is optimistic '
‘that voters will show over-
whelming support for the |

|

““I have no
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Del Webb Funds Dysart School District Volunteer Coordinator Position

As a result of the success of
funding the Volunteer Coordina-
tor position in the Peoria Unified
School District, the Del Webb
Corporation recently announced
that it will fund a similar position
in the Dysart Unified School
Disirict.

The Dysart Volunteer Coordi-
nator position is designed to re-
cruit and organize a district-wide
volunteer effort which encourag-
es parents, seniors and the com-
munity at-large to volunteer their
time and expertise in the local
school district. In addition to
recruitment, the coordinator will
also be responsible for develop-
ing a comprehensive volunteer
program which will identify dis-
trict needs and match volunteers
to the need. Del Webb is provid-
ing $15,000 per year to fund this
position.

"It is important to get seniors
in the classroom because their
experience can be very valuable
to our students. The role the se-
niors serve in connecting the
generations is beneficial both to
our students and the seniors,"
said Jesus de la Garza, Dysart
Superintendent.

The school district and Del
Webb will be meeting over the
next few weeks to identify the
skills and requirements needed
for the Volunteer Coordinator
position. A critical requirement is
the ability to recruit both the se-
nior population and the parents in
the area. Shortly after identifying
the job requirements, the school

district will begin recruiting ap-
plicants for the position. The
Volunteer Coordinator should be

in place by the fall.

The position will be district-
wide, concentrating on develop-
ing a strong school-based volun-
teer effort. Ultimately the Volun-
teer Coordinator will oversee co-
ordinators at each school where
the focus will be on meeting

individual school needs and en-
hancing district goals.

"Qur volunteers have helped us
meet district goals. Whether it's
to improve reading levels or en-
hance math and science scores,

Webb
Continued on Page 7

Webb Funds Dysart School Dlst. Volunteer Coordinator Position

Continued from Page 6

volunteers can help," said Sandi
Hicks, director of community
relations and supervisor of the
Volunteer Program in the Peonia
school district.

"After sponsoring a similar
position in Peoria, we've found
that it has been a useful tool in
introducing or residents to the
neighboring school district," said
Chuck Roach, senior vice presi-
dent and general manager of Sun
City West. "The program has
been very successful in Peoria
and we expect it to have as big
an impact in the Dysart district.”

"We are excited about the op-
portunity the volunteer coordina-
tor position brings," said Dr. Lin-
da Arrington, assistant superin-
tendent of personnel for the Dy-
sart Unified School District.

"This new position allows us to
more actively recruit seniors and
parents to the classrooms which
in turn can only enrich our stu-
dents educational experience.”

The Peoria Volunteer Coordi-
nator position was the first of its
kind in this area. It has been used
as a prototype for other school
districts since its inception. Dur-
ing the 1994-95 school year,
volunteer participation in the
Peoria school district increased
by more than 85% over the pre-
vious school year.

More than 2600 volunteers do-
nated their time and experience
to the Peoria district in the last
school year, saving the district
$1,045,000 in added costs. More
than 300 of Peoria's volunteers
are from the Sun Cities area. The

volunteers donated more than
96,000 hours during the 94/95
school year, an increase of nearly
22,000 hours over the 93/94
school year.

Volunteers in the Peona district
gave of their time in numerous
capacities ranging from partici-
pating in music programs to
judging science fairs and speech
contests to participating in
Young Author's Day.

"Del Webb has gone the extra
mile to help introduce volunteers
into the classroom. Their funding
has been critical to the success of
our program," said Sandi Hicks,
of the Peoria Unified School
District. "We are looking forward
to sharing our experience with
the Dysa.rt district to ensure their
success.'
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Dysart may switch to ward system

Change might benefit minorities

By Betty Reid
Staff writer

EL MIRAGE — Criz Urquidez recalls
her frustrations in 1981 when Sun City
West citizens gained a majority vote on
the Dysart School District board.

Urquidez remembers thinking that
people without children in district
schools were deciding the fate of her
children and grandchildren.

“The future of my children was in
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their hands,” Urquidez said. “The deci-
sions which they made were not aimed
at the betterment of my children but for
the betterment of a tax base.” The
retirees continually fought for lower
school taxes. In response, district resi-
dents voted to deannex Sun City West.
As in 1981, board members are elected
by an “at-large” system, meaning they
can reside anywhere in the district
boundaries. District officials are consid-

ering changing the district’s voting
system into a ward system, under which
population would determine the number
of board members to represent an area.

On Tuesday the board’s attorney
explained how such a plan could work.

The original town of Surprise has a
high population of minority residents.
New areas under development do not.
Several master-planned developments
are under construction or proposed
targeting retirees or families.

This worries neighboring residents in
El Mirage, said Jose Solarez, city

manager of El Mirage. The small
community, predominantly Hispanic,
straddles Grand Avenue.

Residents want to maintain the small
town atmosphere and retain control of
decisions made for the community,
Solarez said.

If the majority of members on the
Dysart board agree to make such a
change, then it could become the second
district in Maricopa County to do so
since 1990 when the U.S. District Court

See DISTRICT, Page 6
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Dysart reviews redistricting o

By PAUL DAGOSTINO
Staff writer

It won't be easy for the
Dysart School District to go
from at-large to single-
member wards, but it might
benefit the district to try, said
a lawyer representing the dis-
trict.

Attorney Jose Martinez
spoke to board members, dis-
trict officials and the public at
a meeting Tuesday about
changing to single-member
wards in order to better rep-
resent residents.

The change would require
board members to draw lines
for individual wards within
the Dysart district. Voters in
those wards could only vote

for the candidates in their
wards.
Martinez said the Voting

Rights Act of 1965 prohibits
Y
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political bodies from re-
drawing voting lines f‘or( any
reason other than better rep-
resenting minorities. The De-
partment of Justice has to
approve the plan, he added.

To switch to a ward system,
the district must have more
than 1,000 students and 25
percent of them have to be
minorities. Dysart has about
67 percent minority students,
district officials said.

The board could create
wards on its own without a
public vote, Martinez said.

“The district would have to
show, if it were challenged,
that the district’s representa-
tion is fair and didn’t single
out any particular group,”
Martinez said.

Fair representation is dete-
rmined by a complex process
of analysis of demographics of
the entire district. The wards

DYSART SCHOOLS

would have to have similar
population bases. Minorities
cannot be spread out in seve-
ral districts to dilute their
voting strength nor can they
be packed in one or more dis-
tricts, which could also dilute
their voting strength, Martinez
said.

Following these general
guidelines, political bodies
have re-drawn voting bound-
aries nationwide, he said. But
a recent Supreme Court ruling
could affect that process.

In Miller vs. Johnson, the
court ruled that Georgia went
too far in creating minority
districts by placing blacks
from parts of different cities
many miles away in one dis-
trict.

Martinez called it an exam-
ple of egregious gerry-
mandering, and said Dysart
would have to be careful not

to do what Georgia did. How-
ever, he didn’t think the new
ruling would stop redistricting
in favor of better representing
minorities.

“It’s intent is not to override’

the Voting Rights Act,” Mar-
tinez said.

Distriet officials and board
members have said one of the
reasons they are considering
single-member precincts or
wards is because they fear re-
tirees, especially from the Sun
City West expansion area,
could win a majority of seats
on the board and control it.

That fear is based on dis-
trict history when Sun City
West was part of the school
district. In order to force the
school district to allow them
to de-annex, Sun City West
residents gained a majority of
seats on the board and re-
scinded a bond issue that

ptions

voters had passed. They de-
annexed from the district in
1981.

More than 600 expansion
area residents live in the
school district. More live in
retirement communities in
Surprise.’

Jesus de la Garza asked
Martinez if the board would
be able to consider growth in
areas of the district when
creating wards. Martinez said
no, that the board had to use
1990 census data to create
wards.

Martinez said the district
must:

B Define wards with equal
amounts of residents.

W Follow existing voting
houndaries or voting precincts
as closely as possible.

MW Start with the district
with the most minorities when
voters elect board members.




Dysart ponders
shift to districts

Move would head off SCW takeover

By PAUL DAGOSTINO
Staff writer

Members of the Dysart Uni-
fied School District governing
board are considering scrap-
ping its at-large method of
electing board members.

On Tuesday, the board will
discuss creating five single-
member wards in a workshop
meeting that begins at 5 p.m.
in the Dysart High School Li-
brary, 11405 N. Dysart Road.

The change would require
the board to draw lines for
five individual wards. Resi-
dents from those wards would
elect board members, school
officials said.

Jesus de la Graza, Dysart’s
superintendent, said one rea-
son for considering the change
is to insure minorities are
represented equally through-
out the district in the future.

“This is one way to simply
provide for that,” De la Garza
said.

About 67 percent of the dis-
trict’s 4,200 students are His-
panic and most of them live in
El Mirage or in the original
square mile of Surprise, De la
Garza said.

If Surprise continues its
rapid growth to the northwest,
the new residents will even-
tually outnumber residents in
older parts of the district. So
board members and district
officials want to insure that
those residents, some of whom
have supported the district for
many years, have a chance for
a voice on the board, board
members said.

Another reason to go to sin-
gle-member wards is to pre-
vent retirees from winning a
majority of seats on the board
as they did in 1980, board
members said.

School board member Mar-
cario Garcia remembers 1980
when residents from Sun City
West, who opposed paying
school taxes, gained a major-
ity of the seats on the board in
an attempt to force the school
district to allow them to de-
annex,

“They came in and took
over,” Garcia said.

Most of Sun City West de-
annexed from the school dis-
trict in 1981 except for a por-
tion near Deer Valley Drive,
which Del Webb Co. has ex-
panded into. In the expansion
area, residents are threat-
ening to de-annex, which
raised fears among board
members that they could try to
gain seats on the board as
leverage to allow them to also
de-annex.

Board member Pam Justice

said threat of a hostile take-
over still exists.

“I take it seriously because
they did take control of our
board at one time,” Justice
said.

“They could become a ma-
Jjority of the board and control
the district’s decision to even
go for an bond election.”

More than 600 residents in
the Sun City West expansion
area live in the Dysart dis-
trict. Some of those residents,
represented by Citizens for
Tax Equity, have said they
will vote against any school
tax increases. Many of those
residents helped defeat a $25
million bond issue twice this
year.

But the only reason a school
district can change its voting
boundries is to make sure
minorities are equally repre-
sented according to the Voting

Rights Act of 1965, said Char- .

lie] Herf, Dysart’s lead coun-
sel.

Herf said the district first
has to have at least 25 percent
minority residents, which
Dysart does. Herf, from the
law firm Quarles and Brady in
Phoenix, said a representative
from the firm will present the
legal details of creating single-
member wards within the
Dysart District at the work-
shop.

Once it is established that

the district has at least a 25
percent minority population,
then the division has to occur
equally. For example, if there
are 100 people in the district,
each ward would have 20 vot-
ers, Herf said.
- The board can make the
decision on its own to create
single-member wards, But the
Justice Department has to
approve any plans, Herf said.

However, the United States
Supreme Court recently deci-
ded that some types of minor-
ity representation are reverse
discrimination. That means a
plan do create wards could be
challenged and the Justice

Department could be forced to
review it, Herf said.

“We will be prepared to
discuss what that case holds,”
Herf said.
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