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Westernaires prepare for annual holiday concerts

By Jeremy Pearlman
Independent Newspapers

Despite  any  inferences
deduced from its name, the
Westernaires Chorus is not a
group of singers who croon
cowboy and western tunes
while dressed in clothes fit for
the rodeo.

Although they have been
singing popular-style music for
over 20 years in Sun City West,
1t is not out of the realm of pos-
sibilities for a citizen new to the
darea 1o make incorrect assump-
tions on what kind of chorus the
Westernaires is — especially
since its current director made
the mistake when he first
moved into the community
seven years ago.

“We went to a concert of the
Westernaires, my wife Lois and
I. and found out lo and behold
that they didn’t sing western
music,” said Carrol Stiles, cho-
rus director since 1998,

Made up of over 80 individu-
als with a broad range of
singing = backgrounds, the
Westernaires Chorus is a char-
tered club with the Recreation
Centers of Sun City West.

The chorus will be perform-
ing four Christmas Concerts —
Dec. 14-17 — at the Stardust
Theatre in  the Kuentz
Recreation Center.

The concerts  will  mix
Christmas, Hanukkah and other
holiday songs in an 1 1/2 hour
long program.

Ticket sales for the four per-
formances at the 300-seat venue
have been brisk, with sellouts
expected well in advance of all
four shows.

The Westernaires Chorus,
directed by Carrol Stiles, left,
will perform its annual holiday
concerts Dec. 14-17 at
Stardust Theatre in the Kuentz
Recreation Center in Sun City
Waest.

Photos by Jeremy Peariman/
Independent Newspapers

Mac McQuade, publicity
chairman and a chorus member
for the last 14 years, believes
the popularity in the show
reflects the quality of perform-
ance expected by audience
members.

“We have a good reputation,”
Mr. McQuade said. “People

know we do a good job enter-
taining them for their money s
worth.”

The Westernaires perform
two different programs annual-
ly, oné for the winter holiday
season and another durmg
spring.

Practices have been ongoing
for the Christmas shows since
September.

Although male chorus mem-
bers will be wearing tuxedos
and female chorus members
will be wearing equally fine
apparel for the upcoming per-
formances, Mr. Stiles believes
the shows 1o be informal.

“We're shooting for some-
thing we think will give every-
body an en_goxdblc evening,”
Mr. Stiles said. “It's not like a
symphony orchestra program.
We hope (the audience) feels a
little bit of a relationship with
the chorus.”

This will be the 11th year in
which the Westernaires perform
a Christmas Show and the final
one under the direction of Mr.
Stiles who will retire from the
chorus following the last per-
formance.

The concerts will take place
7:30 p.m. Dec. 14, 15, 17 and 2
p.m. Dec. 16 at the Stardust
Theatre located in the Kuentz
Recreation Center at 14401
R.H. Johnson Blvd.
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“SUN CITY WEST”
Words and Music Bv Bob Callaghan. 1985

Under a brilliant sky of blue,

1 have [ound my rendezvous.
In the desert in Sun City West,
Neath the Arizona moon,

And the giant saguaro blomm,
m the desert m Sun Ciy West

Chorus.

I never thought I'd live in Arizona

Where the jackrabbit and roadrunner play,
But I thunk I've found

A little piece of heaven here on earth,
Near the dry bed Agua Fria.

Hear me say.

It’s the place 1 like the best

Sun City West. Sun City West

As a town, we are still small.
Bul as people we stand Lall.
And we're growing.

Yes, we're growing every day,
And T never more will roam.
From my Arizona home.

And the place [ like the hest,
Sun City West, Sun Ciy West

Chorus Repeat:

I never thought Ud hive in Arizona

Where the jackrabbit and roadvunner play.
But I think I've found

A hittle prece of heaven here on earth.

Near the drv hed Agua Fria.

Hear me say,

It's the place T hike the best

Sun City West, Sun City West,

Description
Sun City West Song written by Bob Callaghan in 1985.
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