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Frances Decker, center, Pioneers Club president, reminisces with other Pioneers, 
Florence Robinson and Sol Robinson. 

END OF AN ERA 
Sun City West Pioneers 

Club faces closure 
ERIN TURNER 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Florence and Sol Robinson bought one of the first 50 
homes sold in Sun City West, so they have witnessed 
many things come and go in the community. 

The next thing to pass may be the Sun City West Pio
neers Club, which they helped start more than 25 years 
ago. 

They are two of the few surviving members of the 
club, composed of residents who moved into the com
munity between 1978 and 1979. A club that had about 

SEEERA,15 



SCW Pioneers to say goodbye 
things up with not too manv results." 

By Julie Anne Maurer 
Independent Newspapers 

T
his month will be an end to an era 
for some Sun City West residents 

The Sun City West Pioneers Club, 
comprised of some of the first residen~ to 
the community, will host its last meetmg 

March 18. 
"I'll be 90 years old this week," said 

club president Frances Decker. "Most of 
us are that age. We're not as active as we 

used to be." 
She noted that several of the clubs 

members have also died. 
"When we met last year, we would 

only end up with a few people," Ms. 
Decker said. "We would work hard to set 

Pioneers 
Continued From Page 2 

When they moved here, she only re
members the R.H. Johnson Recreation 
Center being open. 

"When we bought the house there 
weren't that many things here ye

1

t," Ms. 
Decker said. 
. Though many of the boomer generation 
1s _n~~ moving into the community, she 
said 1t 1s not causing too many changes. 

"I haven't seen any changes," Ms. Deck
er said. "The younger people are nicer to 
us older people." 

She said she has plenty of memorabilia 
of the community growing throughout the 
years. 

"I have lots of albums and pictures " Ms. 
Decker said. "I have pictures of my church 
getting built." 

She attends the First Baptist Church 
of _Sun Ci!Y West, 17149 W Conquistador 
~nve, which will host the final club meet
mg at 11 a.m. March 18 in its Fellowship 
Hall. 

"They were nice enough to let us have 
the meeting there," Ms. Decker said. "We 
stopped collecting dues so we don't have 
the money to rent a space." 

There is no charge for the luncheon but 
residents must bring their own sandwiches 

She added that a lot of the member~ 
are also homebound now, or ha~e m:~1-
cal impairments that restricts their act1v1ty 

to many clubs or groups. 
Ms. Decker and her husband first 

bought their Sun City West home in June 
1979, but did not move to the commu
nity until 1980, when she was 60 and old 

enough to retire. 
"As soon as we could, we took off for 

Sun City West," Ms. Decker said. "We've 

been very happy ever since." 
She said that when she moved here, 

many clubs were just starting out. She 
joined as many as she could. 
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and beverages as no meal or beverage will 
be served. 

Ed Allen, of the Sun Cities· Historical So
ciety will be on hand to record memories 
from the communities' earlier residents. 

Ms. Decker recommended that club 
me~~ers bring pictures so the group can 
remm1sce about the past. 

"I'm hoping a lot of our pioneers will 
come," Ms. Decker said. "A lot of them 
have medical issues so they can't make a 
co~mitment on whether they are going 
until that day, because they don't know 
how they will feel until then." 

Members are not required to make a 
reservation, but can call Ms. Decker at 584-
3449 with questions. 



sew PIONEERS FAREWELL LUNCHEON -MARCH 18, 2010 

Where: 

When: 

Cost 

Come: 

sew First Baptist Church's Fellowship Hall 
17419 N. Conquistador Drive, sew 

Thursday - March 18, 2010 - 11 :00 - 1 :00 PM 

No Charge. You bring your own lunch - A sandwich and a soft drink/coffee 
There will be no food served ' 

We can share our memories as the Pioneers of Sun City West 
(October 1978 through December 1979) 

Please Call: Frances Decker, President or Dee Balaker, Secretary 
584-3449 584-1449 



4/26/10 

To: Mr. Edson F. Allen, Trustee 
Sun Cities Area Historical Society 

Dear Mr. Ed, 
Remember that old TV Program - Mr. Ed, 
it was a fun one. 
Hi Ed, thank you for your time and 
being such a part of the sew Pioneers 
Club, not being a Pioneer, but probably 
knowing more than most of us because 
of the wonderful book you edited and 
published. 
As you can see, the pictures and labels 
are ready to put in the album. 
I would like the picture of the committee 
with you. Then my starting the process, 
and last but not least, you on your way 
out the door. 
It "tells a story". 
I made a copy each just for you. 
When I added Bever ly's title, - I wanted 
to say, present but camera shy. She is 
a pretty lady and you can see by her 
pictures in the a l bm, she is very photo-
genic. (album) 
Thank you again, you and your wife are 
lovely people. 
Most Sincerely J 1_,,A/ 
Copies to the Committee ,y~~Vj;,~ 



Frances starts the 
records over to Edson Allen 
Area Historical Societ 



■15~1iiiii:~-----;::;:=::::::==::;:~~===:=====:=:=== ... -=~~--- -'91!11~...:"'lllil Ed now has the complete 
records of the sew Pioneer 
Club having received the 
other records - 3/18/10 



.Frances De , • 
Balaker. Absent, Noel Winfield, 
itality, Beverly Temple and Hele 

ty west Pioneer 
fficers -
7 - 3/18/10 



Brig General Bill Woodyard 
the Pledge of Allegience 
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President Frances Decker welcomes 
members and opens with prayer 



PIONEERS 
of 

SUI CITY WEST 

1ST LUNCHEON 

SUN CITY WEST PIONEERS 

OCTOBER 20, 1984 

TWELVE NOON 

LAKES CLUB 



PROGRAM 

Music and Sing-a-long - Duo George Rouvalis, Bass 
and Polly Harbert, Pianist 

Invocation - George Copes 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Greetings - Mildred Toldrian 

Lunch 

Secretary's report - Frieda Schwartz 

Treasurer's report - Sol Robinson 

Vice-President's report - Loise Copes 

Ken Plonski - Mgr. of Public Affairs for DEVCO 

Don Tufts - Vice-President of DEVCO 

Announcements - Mildred Toldrian 

Door Prizes awarded 



OFFICERS 

President - Mildred Toldrian 
13223 Maplewood Dr. 
584-1346 

Vice-President - Loise Copes 
12818 Castlebar Dr. 
584-1435 

Secretary - Frieda Schwartz 
13407 Shadow Hills Dr. 
584- 1879 

Treasurer - Sol Robinson 
13233 Marble Dr. 
584-3613 



MENU 

Fresh fruit salad 

Boneless baked breast of chicken with 
orange sauce 

Glazed carrots Vichy 

Anna potatoes Parmesan 

Hot rolls 

Beverage 

Chocolate eclair 



SUN CITY WEST DONORS OF DOOR PRIZES 

Arizona Bank 

Continental Bank 

DEVCO 

First Interstate Bank 

Great Western Bank 

The Hair Barn 

Home Federal Savings 

Dr . S. Lukase, DDS 

Marcellina Markunas, Artist 

Pioneer Realty Co. 

Prudential Insurance Co. 

Residential Lock Co. 

The Salad Bar 

Setterberg Jewelers 

State Farm Insurance Co. 

Valley National Bank 

Western Savings 

Arrangements at the Lakes Club were made 

through the courtesy of Mr. Joseph Davisson 

of the United Bank of Sun City West. 



HI, NEIGHBOR 

Hi, Neighbor - Hi, Neighbor 
What do ya' know - what do ya' say? 
Hi, Neighbor - Hi, Neighbor 
Throw all your worries away. 
Come on and shake my hand 
And let a grin do the rest. 
It makes ya' feel so grand 
To get your chin off your chest! 
I'm shout'n, Hi, Neighbor 
My Neighbor -
Time to play and say, "Hi" 

DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE 

Gonna lay down my burden 
Down by the riverside, 
Down by the riverside, 
Down by the riverside. 
Gonna lay down my burden 
Down by the riverside 
To study war no more. 
I ain't gonna study war no more; 
Ain't gonna study war no more; 
Ain't gonna study war no more. 
I ain't gonna study war no more; 
Ain't gonna study war no more; 
Ain't gonna study war no more! 

CLEMENTINE 

In a cavern, in a canyon, excavating for a mine, 
Dwelt a miner, forty-niner, and his daughter, 
Clementine. 

Chorus: Oh my darling, oh my darling, 
Oh my darling Clementine. 
You are lost and gone forever 
Dreadful sorry, Clementine. 



Light she was and like a feather 
And her shoes were number nine . 
Herring boxes , minus topses, 
Sandals were for Celmentine. (Chorus) 

Drove she ducklings to the water 
Every morning just at nine; 
Stubbed her toe upon a splinter, 
Fell into the foaming brine. (Chorus) 

Then the campers to the rescue 
Threw a lanky piece of pine; 
But she sank before it reached her, 
So I lost my ca.ementine . (Chorus) 

BILL BAILEY 

Won ' t you come home, Bill Bailey, 
Won't you come home? 
I miss you all day long . 
I'll do the cooking, honey, I'll pay the rent, 
I know I've done you wrong. 
"Member that rainy evening I drove you out, 
With nothing but a fine toothe comb? 
I know I'm to blame, Well ain't that a shame! 
Bill Bailey, won't you please come home? 

SIDEWALKS OF NEW Y6RK 

EasL sicie, West side 
All around the town. 
The tots sang "ring a rosir:!', 
London Bridge is falling down" 
Boys and girls together, 
Me and Mamie O'Rorke . 
We tripped the light fantastic 
On the sidewalks of New York. 



MY WILD IRISH ROSE 

My wild Irish rose, the sweetest flow'r that grows 
You may search everywhere, but none can compare 
With my wild Irish rose. 
My wild Irish rose, the dearest flow'r that grows 
And some day for my sake, she may let me take 
The bloom from my wild Irish rose. 

MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS 

Meet me in St. Louie, Louie, meet me at the fair. 
Don't tell me the lights are shining any plce~but there. 
We will dance the hootchy-kootchy, 
I will be your tootsy-wootsy. 
Meet me in St. Louie, Louie, meet me at the fair. 

HOME ON THE RANGE 

Oh give me a home where the buffalo roam, 
Where the deer and the antelope play. 
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word, 
And the skies are not cloudy all day. 
Home, Home on the range, where the deer and the 

antelope play, 
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word, 
And the skies are not cloudy all day. 

MY GAL SAL 

They called her frivolous Sal, 
A peculiar short of a gal. 
With a heart that was mellow, 
An all'round good fellow, 
Was my old pal . 
Your troubles, sorrows and care, 
She was always willing to share. 
A wild sort of devil, but dead on the level, 
Was my gal Sal. 



THE YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS 

There's a yellow rose in Texas I ' m going back to see. 
No other fellow loves her as half as much as me . 
She cried so when I left her, it really broke my heart, 
And when we two shall meet again, we'll never, 

never part. 

She's the sweetest rose in Texas a fellow ever knew. 
Her eyes are bright as diamond, they sparkle like 

the dew. 
You may rave about your Clementine, and sing of 

Rosalie 
But the yellow rose of Texas is the only girl f or me! 

WHEN THE SAINTS 

When the Saints go marching in, 
Oh when the Saints go marching in. 
Oh, Lord I want to be in that number, 
When the Saints go marching in. 

GOD BLESS AMERICA 

God bless America, land that I love . 
Stand beside her, and guide her 
With a light through the night, from above. 
From the mountains, to the valleys, 
To the oceans, white with foam, 
God bless America, my home sweet home; 
God bless America, my home sweet home! 



ON A BICYCLE BUILT FOR TWO 

Daisy, Daisy, give me your answer do. 
I'm half crazy, all for the love of you. 
It won't be a stylish marriage; 
I can't afford a carriage. 
But you'll look sweet, ·upon the seat 
Of a bicycle built for two. 

THE BAND PLAYED ON 

Casey would waltz with a strawberry blonde, 
And the band played on. 
He'd glide cross the floor with the girl he adored, 
And the band played on. 
But his brain was so loaded, it nearly exploded, 
The poor girl would shake with alarm. 
He'd ne'er leave the girl with the strawberry curl, 
And the band play on. 

OH SUSANNA 

Oh I came to Alabama with my banjo on my knee. 
And I'm goin' to Lousiana, my true l ove for to see. 
Oh Susanna, oh don't you cry for me, 
I've come from Alabama with my banjo on my knee. 

IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMER TIME 

In the good old summer time, 
In the good old summer time. 
Strolling through the shady lanes, 
With you "baby mine". 
You hold her hand and she holds yours, 
And that's a very good sign 
That she's you tootsy wootsy, 
In the good old summer time. 



Pioneers meet March-18 
The Sun City West Pio

neers, consisting of those 
original residents of Sun City 
West, will have what may be 
its last luncheon from 11 a.m. 
to I p.m. March 18 in Fel
lowship Hall of First Baptist 
Church of Sun City West, 
17419 N. Conquistador 
Drive. 

The event is free, but each 
member is asked to bring his 
or her own sandwich and 
beverage. They are also 
asked to bring their memories 
of being a pioneer in Sun 
City West. 

Don' t forget - mark your 
calendar for 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
March 18! For information, 
cal) club President Frances 

Del Webb gave Sun City West's 
first residents these commemo
rative plates. The Pioneers Club, 
consisting of those residents, will 
have a meeting on March 18. 
Depending on if there is enough 
interest, this may be the Pio
neers' last meeting. 

Decker at 584-3449, or Sec
retary Dee Balaker at 584-
1449. 

Roadrunners entertain at n 
Break out your best '50~ 

The Rec Centers' fun '50 
p.m. Friday, March 26, in 
Roadrunners Rock and 
music of the era. Tickets 
for non-residents if purcl 
City West Box Office, op 
weekdays in the R.H. Jahr 
R.H. Johnson Blvd. Cost 

Final Sundome brick pickup ! 
The Rec Centers is announcing the final brick 

pickup for individuals who purchased personal
ized Sundome bricks and would like to reclaim 
them. When the Sundome closed, the Rec Cen
ters picked up all the memorial bricks that were 
destined for the trash, in hopes of returning them 
to the donors. Many individuals have picked 
theirs up, but there are still several remaining. 

The final pick up will be from 8 a.m. to noon 

Thursday, Marci 
ices yard betwe1 
son Social Hall. 
be on hand to h, 

Any bricks re 
used in a decora 
mined location 
staff will put th( 
ers originally in 



PHOTOS FROM sew PIONEERS LAST MEETING 
March 18, 2010 

1) Ed Allen, moderator, Dee Balaker (holding sandwich) - others unknown. 

2) L to R: Virginia Kelso (not a Pioneer), Ed Allen, Bill Woodyard, Madeline Morlock 

3) Ed Allen and Madeline Morlock holding envelope with ticket stubs from first Sundome 
events. 

4) L to R: Henry Healy (green shirt), Neal Coffman, Ed Allen, Mary Coffman 

5) Ed Allen, Phil Batow (standing), Neal Coffman 

6) Ann Pamplin (standing) and Ed Allen. Ann was not a Pioneer. 

7) Ed Allen and Terry Corbell (not a Pioneer as came in 1980) 

8) Florence and Sol Robinson with Ed Allen 

9) Ed Allen and Virginia Eoff 

10) Virginia Eoff and Ed Allen looking at memorabilia provided by Frances Decker 

DONATIONS OF MEMORABILIA 

Madeline Marlock: Four ticket stubs from early Sundome shows, including the very first 
starring Lawrence Welk. She also has a commemorative plate dated Oct 27, 1978 - just 11 
days later than the first couples moved in. She will consider donating it to the Society, but 
wants to talk to her daughter first. 

Bob & Phyllis Achlermann: They apparently gave Frances Decker their commemorative 
plate, dated Dec. 12, 1978, and Frances brought it today to give to the Society. 

Frances Decker: Three scrapbooks about SCW Pioneer events over the years. She has 
promised the Society additional scrapbooks and photo albums in the near future. 



SCW Pioneers - End of an Era (Headline by Erin Tucker Reporter for Daily News Sun) 

Welcome: Last Officers:: VP - Noel Winfield, Sec. Dee Balaker,, Treasurer, Emma Koos, Hospitality, 
Helen Daniel and Beverly Temple, I am Frances Decker, President 

How many present were officers through the years - please stand Thank you for your dedication. 
Sol Robinson was our first vice-president & then President. 

As in times past: Our Invocation _ Charley Frankel - In Hospital- pneumonia & now a pacemaker - in Del 
Webb., we wish him the best. 
Let's bow in Prayer 

We our honored by a faithful Pioneer, Brig. General Bill Woodyard who will lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegence 

Noel Winfield will lead us in ,, "God Bless America 

Please be seated 

Dee Balaker : Minutes of last meeting 

Dee Balaker was part of Ed Allen's Team when he gave us the Silver Anniversary of Sun City West 

(David Burley - both Past Presidents of the Sun Cities Historical Society) 

-All the good publicity Daily News Sun The Rec Center News, PORA the Independent We thank them. 
As a result, Gary and Nita Snyder called and they have donated the cake, serving it AND CLEANING UP 
AFTERWARDS. It reads, SCW Pioneers - Thanks for the Memories 1978-2010. 

The other day, Patti Shanholtzer called from the the Boomers Club offered to give us a Pot Luck, wishing 
us.good luck Then I got an e-mail from their President Lynne O'Grady - perfect name this time of year and 
she is the Mother-in-law of our Katy O' Grady There is a copy of the letter on the outer table. 

TReasuers's report: $280.00 ??? $30 - use of room, $50.00- Sun Cities Historical Society, $200 to Inter
faith??????? Vote: 

All these records will be turned over to the Sun Cities Historical Society. 

What we all did for Sun City West's beginnings, The young Boomers will carry on to. 

Thank you all for coming - God Bless You and God Bless America 

For our 
Ending Pioneers Club 
Frances Decker President 



From: Charlene Patti-Bisson (cbisson@newszap.com) 
To: edsonallen@yahoo.com 
Date: Mon, March 1, 2010 12:38:08 PM 
Cc: jmaurer@newszap.com; SClbret@aol.com 
Subject: FW: sew Pioneers Club PR Opportunity 

Dear Ed: 
Thanks for sharing! 
Our editor, Julie Maurer, has already placed information on the last outing for Page 3 in this week's 
newspaper to alert our readers. She is also planning a follow up with a story to preview the event and 

share stories, memories, etc. 
I am copying her in case the two of you find it useful to communicate. 
Best of luck! 
Charlene 

Charlene Bisson 
Publisher 
Independent Newspapers 
Sun Cities, Sun City West, Surprise, Peoria and Arrowhead Ranch 
cbisson@newszap.com 
623-445-2823 

Support unbiased, local journalism! 
You can show your support for your Independent newspaper by purchasing an e-subscription. You'll receive an 
e-mail with a live link to the latest issue, allowing you to read the entire paper Online - anywhere. To subscribe, 
please call 1-800-282-8586 or go Online at http://circulation.newszap.com/ 

Free online classifieds! 
It's fun and easy to create your own ads online. 2 weeks, 4 lines + 8 photos absolutely free! Nominal fees to also post your 
ad in any of our newspapers (entirely your option). To place your ad, go to newszap.com and click on Classified Ads. 

Go Green: Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 

From: edsonallen@yahoo.com 
To: scibret@aol.com 
CC: bpearson6@cox.net 
Sent: 2/27/2010 7:37:48 P.M. US Mountain Standard Time 
Subj: sew Pioneers Club PR Opportunity 

Bret, I don't know if you'd like the the Independent to cover this - or have me call Maryanne Leyshon 
at DNS. 

I saw in the SCW Rec Center News that the sew Pioneers are meeting for the last time on March 18. 
They invited members to bring a sandwich and a memory to share of the pioneer years. I thought this 
was too good an opportunity to pass up, and called the secretary who was on my SCW history book 
committee years ago. She thought it would be great if the Historical Society was represented, and that 
the attendees would have no trouble having their comments recorded. 



8888~8881,p&ia& iB5 WBII BB&a&BB 11&388ltc88S ab Bi i Bie·! !id WC SF 'lllltil88t tro:dBBB!iocR&d&Bhlii!& amass ,d88H5W 



/ 
y 

3 

f--
J' 

I., 

'( 

F 
9 

/o ' ) 
• 

// 

/ 1---
,,..~---~ 

/3 ~ 

rf '~ 
I 

;5 

/l, 

/'1 ~ 
l/ 

/Y 
t? 

Z-0 

;t- / 

1-2.-

;t.3 

2-+ 
,2 :>'-

~ 

n 

Pioneers Club of sew luncheon 

Thursday - ~ary 21, J:or9~ 
First Baptist Church , sew 
17419 N. Conquistador Drive 
Bring Sandwich and Soft Drink 
Coming? Call: Frances - 584- 3449 ' 

PHONE # 

-!;-~ '-f- :? L/-/9' 

(;;:;2..3 -583/ - (}c>/f;,L 

) f 'i tf- 114"3 

l ,, 

{ 

5--S i - k u:r 

JJ 

_j-?'f - J..1-rJ 

.'i} 'f- 'L51 

5 f (; -:1411 ( 2--J 11) 

t><. 

5>---f-Llc,y 

5r;-+- i../o<-.5" 

..514-- o f;l:, ·

(Jf,t- 3 lt3 

t /J, 

5°)"-f-1-(1 9 

j-py_ 'J..'ft9 
' 

ot 'I-- i-u ::.-J-
// 

...5-.r'f-~,&#17 

!J° y' i-1 l.,, 3. & 

r 

2.,<...j I 0 























.. 

SUN CITY WEST PIONEERS CLUB 

Final Meeting 

March 18, 2010 

Ed Allen of the Sun Ci tie! Area Historical Society led the Pioneers present in reminiscing about 
the early years of Sun City West Following are transcripts of the anecdotes they contributed 
as they reflected on life here 30 years ago. 

Madeline Morlock: Madeline attended the Lawrence Welk show that opened the 
Sundome and showed ticket stubs she had saved from that event, along with several others. 
She also recounted watching her house being built and showed candid photos taken at the 
time. "Houses were built on street at a time," she explained. 

Henry Healy: "When we moved here, we could see for miles around us. I lived on 132nd 
and Gaucho where we had a few neighbors, but all was open prairie behind us. 
Tumbleweeds would come down the street and roll up between our homes so we all 
thought since it was around December, we should make snowmen. We piled up 
tumbleweed to make a snowman." 

Terry Corbell: "My parents were pioneers, coming here in May 1979. I came down after 
getting out of the Air Force in Jan. 1980. This has been my permanent residence since, even 
though I've had apartments and commuted to work at California Tech, this has always been 
my home. What was interesting, I came down from South Dakota with my yellow lab, and 
he loved really cold weather - an outdoor dog! Came from minus-60 to Arizona in January 
at 60 above - 120-degree temperature change. He was shedding for the next three years. 
He was also used to going our where there were trees and bushes. We came out here, lived 
on Beardsley Rd - nothing there. Totally desert, nothing in sight Well, I would take him 
out and he would love to run - but there was no place where he could lift his leg - this was 
a male dog. One time, a lady was out walking her dog, and she came walking along and I 
called my dog, as I wanted to grab him, didn't want him to run over and knock her down. 
Well, she came over to talk to me and my dog comes up- he's well behaved standing beside 
her - and while we were standing out in this desert talking, he just raises his leg and starts 
going to the bathroom on her leg! I was so embarrassed - apologized, but she understood 
that the dog didn't know what else to do." 

Ann Pamplin: "I'm not a Pioneer, arrived in 1984. I was told that this was where medical 
students came to capture scorpions - known as 'Scorpion Hill.' When I moved here in '84, I 
had no neighbors. Woke up one day to a lot of noise, and it was a lot of cattle that had come 
in from up north - flowing through our yard like a wild herd. I love living here! I was 
privileged to dance on the stage at the Sundome in one of the Variety Shows." 

Phil Batow: "How many were here when the bridge went down? We had just driven in in 
two cars - my daughter and wife in one, and me in the other. We kept switching leaders. 
Went down to Mexico to get cheap booze. On way back, it was dark, and when we 

1 

■ 



approached Del Webb Blvd we could see a Posse member with a flashlight. He told us this 
was as far as we could go and told us how we could get back to sew. We took Del Webb 
Blvd. south to 91 st (Grand?), followed the tracks to Dysart, and then came back on Del 
Webb Blvd (RH Johnson?). Next day, we were out of food - couldn't get across because the 
bridge was down. Guess Del Webb got a lot of calls. They had a machine come down to 
river and built a temporary road out of asphalt to go down and up on the other side. That 
settled that!" 

Dee Balaker: "The bridge (bypass) was fixed because SCW was holding a Ladies PGA golf 
tournament in April." 

Mary Coffman: Because there was no rec center initially ... "Del Webb ran tours so we 
went on tours all over Arizona - Monument Valley, Canyon de Chelly, and more. Mildred 
Toldrian was our hostess." 

Neal Coffman: 'Tm the oldest, meanest guy in Arizona! Mildred was hostess. In 
Monument Valley at a motel overnight, the ceiling collapsed in her room in the motel. She 
survived!" 

Phil Batow: "Rec Center up, had Saturday night dancing. With neighbor of ours, we were 
just ready to go and we stopped at our house. The garage was filled with big cartons with 
all our things in them. As she closed the door, I saw something skittering across the garage 
floor, disappearing among the cartons. I had a large screwdriver and went after it. It was a 
rattlesnake. Hit it on the back of the head and killed it Dragged it our and laid in on the 
curb. It was all over the dace floor that I had killed a rattlesnake. Fortunately, the County 
never heard about it, and I wasn't penalized for it!" 

Henry Healy: "Does anyone remember the Del Webb factory here? Quonset huts at Bell 
Rd and Dysart. I was working for them. We'd build houses at the site and they'd transport 
frames, roof shingles to site where Del Webb would first fumigate the area - you'll 
remember the smell of fumigation. Poured concrete and put up bathroom on each corner, 
and then transport walls to site and build the home." 

Frances Decker: "My husband and I were driving to California in a big Buick without air 
conditioning. It was 110 degrees. Finally came to a motel on Highway 60 - the King's Inn. 
We stopped ad were asked ifwe wanted to see the model homes. We said no - we'd be on 
our way in the morning. Ended up staying five days! Finally headed back home, but didn't 
want to leave. We never did make it to California." 

Sol Robinson: Introduced as first president - " Mildred Toldrian actually started the club 
in 1979." 

Ann Pamplin: "I had a little dog when I moved here and a doggy door. It was hot when I 
got up, and went into kitchen to prepare coffee for breakfast. I saw movement It was a 
snake that had crawled in through the doggy door. I picked up my little dog and ran into 

7 



bedroom and called 9-1-1. Fire Dept. came and the snake had crawled into the laundry 
room. They got it, but it sure scared me!" 

Virginia Oeff: "I had two javelina in my back yard! Would come from one golf course to 
another across my back yard." 

Virginia Oeff: "I didn't believe there were snakes - but there were. I took my golf car 
down on Beardsley to have it serviced. The man called and said it was ready to go so I went 
over to get it. I drove it to my house, jumped out and thought 'Good night, I didn't look to 
see what he did!' I raised the back end and there was a snake. I jumped in the car and went 
back fast as I could. Ran in and told the man, 'look what's in the back of my car!' He came 
out, raised the thing, dropped it back down and told me to get a long something to get it 
out. Well, I went in and looked, and found a rake. He could not get that snake out of there! 
In a minute a golf car drove up, and the man asked 'What's going on?' I told him 'it's a 
snake in my golf car,' and he said he didn't believe it. 'You look!' Owner said, 'Get 
something to help me.' So the man ran into the shop to get something. When they both 
were out there, I went into the shop and sat down. Don't know if it was a rattlesnake. (The 
owner) got it out, put it in a pail and took it to the shop in Sun City." 

Terry Corbell: "There always used to be a lot of road runners around, and they killed 
snakes. So whenever we'd have visitors, if they'd like to go out and exercise - and before 
we had facilities, that meant running in the desert - we told them to go down to the pet 
shop and buy a road runner and run with it on a leash, and they'd protect you from snakes!" 

Terry Corbell: This was open rangeland. It means ranchers pay to let cattle graze out in 
the desert. If you don't want cattle on your property, you must fence them off - he doesn't 
have to fence them in. For awhile here, first ten years or so - cattle started coming into 
community, walking through back yards, so tried to stop that by putting in a cattle guard on 
Beardsley Rd. But it cost $320,000, so decided to just paint lines on road - cattle couldn't 
tell the difference. Now, I had no problem with that - saved a lot of money - but I did have 
a problem with their erecting a sign 'Cattle Guard.' I don't think cattle could read, and all of 
us knew it wasn't a real cattle guard!" 

Dee Balak.er; "We didn't have a Post Office and had to go to Sun City for our mail. The first 
rabbit I ever saw here was in Sun City right in front of the Post Office. We had to go into 
Sun City to pick up our mail there." 

Henry Healy: Does anyone remember going to Coury's Market on Grand Av? Safeway on 
Bell hadn't been built yet so we'd travel down to Coury's - the only shopping around." 

As the stories petered out, Ed Allen closed the session by reading the tribute to Pioneers 
written by Mrs. Sylvia Lustig, and found on page 44 of the Sun City West history book. 
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SUN CITY WEST - Mildred 

Toldrian sliced into her steak, 
jabbed a piece with her fork then 

· paused before taking the morsel 

[t ~-early d y l 
1 About 2,000 people moved into 

to her mouth. ~ the community during ' the first 
l 18 months. Without any of tho 

recreational facilities in place, 
· the residents did a lot of visiting, 

She gave a slight smile and set 
the utensil down. Her meal had 
been interrupted several times to 
say hello to fri~nds, give a hand 
pat to people as they walked by 
and finally, to answer a reporter's 
questions about the early days of 
Sun City West. Never mind the 
quickly cooling steak, she said, 
reassuringly. She'd be more than 
happy to reflect awhile. 

I 
Toldrian said. 

1 
• The early days were fun but 

Sitting around Toldrian were 
hundreds of other original set,. 
tiers of Sun City West who met 
Sunday for an annual meeting 
and to celebrate their commu
nity's 10th birthday. 

Toldrian is one of the founders . 
>f the Sun City Pioneers Club. 
3he said the group got, its start 
,;ith the hel_p of Del E. Webb 
::Orp., the community's devel-
1per. 

"We all started back in 1978 

1 : things in Sun City West certainly 
' got a little easier when the 

· amenities were finally in place. 
· It had been the second 
; go-round for Toldrian in watching 
• a retirement community grow up. 

She also had been a pioneer of 
Sun City. "I moved there June120, 

• 1960, and I moved into Sun City 
• West on Oct. 20, 1978. My 

husband had died and I needed a 
• change," she said. 

Toldrian took a bite of the 

md '79, getting together for • 
offee and doughnuts to meet 
eople and to have something to· 
o. We didn't have a rec center, 
1e didn't have a swimming pool, 
re didn't even have a grocery 
I.ore out here, back then," she 
1id. 

steak and munched while she 
thCiught. ht, turned her head to 
survey the crowd that had come 
for this year's gathering. "We've 
got about 1,000 members, now. 
You can only belong if you moved 
in during 1978 and 1979. Our 
numbers will start going down 
more as time goes on," she said. 

When asked about the future 
of Sun City West, she cocked her 
head in the direction of Sun City. 

"I think we can learn from 
what they've experienced. The 
problems they have had," Told
rian said. 

Sun City re>siden1.s have bcrn 
°long been divided over t .. hc- issue 
of whether Lo incorporate. 

Wednesday, October 12, 1988 
, -. 

Del Webb Corp. removed itself 
from the community once it was 
fully developed and the compa
ny's absence seemed to heat up 
the incorporation debate. There 
were other contributing factors 
such as a slow economy, causing 
an ebb in home sales, an aging 
population and some concern 
over having to rely on county 
officials for the planning of the 
retirement community. 

Sun. City West still operates 
under the · ·watchful eye of Del 
Webb Corp., whose officials moni
tor events that can affect the 
area. 

'l'oldrian has faith in the Sun 
City West. Property Owners and 

Residents Association to h~lp 
dir• ct the residents. 

A woman wheeled a cart of 
biscuits by her table and Toldrian 
punctured a small one with ~er 
fork. "This is a great place to hve. 
I think we have a special bunch. 
of people here." . 

Her praise of the community 
1
, was echoed dozens of times b~ 

others at the meeting. 
Ruth Spielgelberg moved to 

Sun City West in 1979 from 
Maryland. "Everybody here helps 
everybody else. Everybody is so 
c:;u'ing and so friendly. ~nd the 
community is just beautiful and 
so clean," she said. 

John Spaulding, who moved 

here 10 yearn ago from Chicag~, 
nodded his head as she spoke. 1 
wouldn't live· any place else,» he 

said. S 
Edward Pinter moved to un 

City West in 1978 from Westches
ter, Ill. "I got tired going to ~o~k 
in the dark and coming home m 
the dark," he said. 

But Ray White, a former !,-J>n~ 
Island, N.Y., resident, satd it 
hasn't all been easy living in the 
community. "Remember the 1~
year-flood we had years ago. I 
lost a pair of loafers. I put them 
outside and when I went to get 
them, then were gone. 'l'he loaf
ers are probably still down there, 
somewhere,'' he said. 
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!and that was undeve loped in 1985 west of the Sundome now is full of houses. 
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END OF AN ERA 
Sun City West Pioneers ., 

Club faces closure 
ERIN TURNER 
DAILY NEWS-SUN . 

Florence.and Sol Robinson bought one of the first 50 
homes sold in Sun City West, so they have witnessed 
many things come and go in the community. 

The next thing to pass may be the Sun City West Pio
neers Club, which they helped start more than 25 years 
ago. 

They are two of the few surviving memb<;:rs of thtc . 
club, composed of residents who moved int"o the C<!lm-
munity betFeen. _197.8. F?. ~~79. A cl~b that~~ -~b~~-

500 members attend 
its first event in 1984 
now consists of about 
75 members. The 
group may have its fi
nal event, a lunch eon. 
in March because so 
many members are 
unable to drive and 
have health issues 
that make it impos, 
sible for them to par
ticipate any longer. · 

The Robinsons re
member when there 
was nothing west of 
R.H. Johnson Bou
levard - when they 
had to grocery shop 
in Wickenburg or 
Sun City because no 
stores or shops were 
built in their commu
nity. 

Being two of the 
first - in March 19 78 
- to move into the 
community that now 
boasts more than 
28,000 residents is a 
bit of a distinction for 
the couple. 

.. It's a wonder
ful place to live," Sol 
Robinson said. "We've 
done it for 32 years." 

Likewise, Frances 
Decker and her hus
band Rawleigh moved 
into Sun City West 
a few months ,iter. 
the Robinsons. Fr'an-
1ces lives in th~ ~ame 
home she purchase!=! 
for $55,000 more than 
30 years aio. 

"I feel like club 
members can kind of 
brag in a way because 
we were the first to 
come in. I'm proud to 
be the firs t," she said. 
"I just think this is 
heaven on earth. I love 
it here. It's a wonder
ful place ·to live." 

The trio are pio
neers to Sun City 
West - and because 
it was so sparse and 
the · vision of anothf:;r 
sprawling Del Webb 
community only a 
promise - they truly 
embodied the pioneer 
spirit, Sol Robinson 
~ ~,...1 

"Wnen · we - first 
moved in, every house 
ori the street was for 
sale and we thought 
what the h eck are we 
gettin g into," h e said. 

"That's why · we're 
called pioneers be
cause we started 
som.~thinj[__ n ew," 
Decker added.' 

."They tried to fold 
the club once before, 
in 2007, and I said , 
'Oh no! We can't do 
that!' so they asked if 
I would be president 
and I said, 'Yes, of 
course' and I've been 
president ever s ince," 
Decker said. "We've 
decided to get together 
at least one more time 
and reminisce. I'm 
just so thrilled that 
I was a part of a ll of I 
this and I h ate to let 
it go, but I know we've 
got to because we've 
lost so many people." 

The Robinsons 
moved to Sun City I 
West from California 
and the Deckers from 
NPur York For thPm I 
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the friends they made. o:i 

among fellow pioneers ~ 
helped them become ~ 
accustom ed to the f-' 

community and stave 0 

off homesickness. 
The camaraderie 

of the group is some
t.mgg the trio said 
they will be sony to 
see come to an end. 

"Everybody was in 
the same position, so 
people wanted to meet 
people." Sol Robinson 
said. "We didn't know 
anybody. It made it 

(
easier. ~ 

The club will meet 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
March 18, at the Firs t 
Baptist Church in Sun 

---=-"-'- I ==----
City West, 17419 N. 
Conquistador Drive. 
For informa tion, call 
Frances Decker, club 
president. at 623-
584-3449. 
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Frances Decker, center, Pioneers Club pr'esident, reminisces with other Pioneer 
1 He(ence Robinson and. Sol Robinson. 

Sun City West r~0
aip~e;~;~~eto O U T O F T H E P · ··5-y 

welcome Bob Ode 
home Feb. 10, 
1981, followir;ig 
his release Jan. 20 
after 444.days as 
an Iranian hostage . . t -· - .,, - . 

f . 
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SCW pioneers recollect 29 years of club history 
The Pioneers of ----• 

Sun City West cel
ebrated the club's 
29th anniversary 
Sunday. . 

The early "set
tlers" of Sun . City 
West are residents 
who moved to the 
area from October 
1978 through Octo
ber 1979. 

Nancv 
Gerdes 
&Unda 

Hasenauer 
After many resi

dents found them
selves gathering 
regularly for so
cials, the idea was You r t urn 
presented to create 
a club. On March 6, 1984, an or
ganizational meeting took place at 
the Sundome and was attended 
by more than 500 residents. The 
first official social meeting was in 
October 1984 at The Lakes Club. 

«= rnm: 

The group had a contest to deter
mine the name of the club, and 
"Pioneers of Sun City West" was 
chosen. 

Mildred Toldrian, the orga
nizer, was the club's first presi- · 
dent. Toldrian passed away in 
2000. Other first officers were: 
Loise Copes, vice president; Frie
da Schwartz, secretary; and Sol 
Robinson, treasurer. In 1986. the 
membership was 1,092. 

Today, club officers are Fran
ces Decker, preSident; Noel Win
field , vice president; Dee Balaker, 
secretary; Emma Koos, treasurer; 
Beverly Temple, hospitality; and 
Helen Daniel, honorary. 

Although the club is smaller 
· now. members continue to meet 
as often as possible to become 
reacquainted and to reminisce 
about the old times. 



Retired Air 
Force Brig. Gen. 
Bill _Woodyard, 

the f 1rst general 
manger of the 

Recreation 
Centers of 

Sun City West, 
shows his 

original rec 
card, the first 

one issued, to 
Loretta Allen, 

center, and 
Virgina Eoff, 

memb'ers of the 
Sun City West 
Pioneers Club 

that had its 
final luncheon 

Thursday. 

recalled how the community 
has changed. < 

"When we first came out here Tl 

there weren't any streets. It was ' 
just dirt," she said • U) 

The longtime Pioneers mem-o 
ber said her time in the club has::s 
pr~duced many friendships. 

I enjoyed seeing the people 
and knoWing the people. It -a 

· ·~akes me feel bad that the clubH 
is closing. I wonder if I'll ever~ 
bump into these people again "m 
she said. ' m 

Other members remembered~ 
~ving to the post office in Sun 
<?1ty because mail was not de
livered to Sun City West in the 
early days. And stories about 
desert creatures abounded 
among the longtime residents 
including tales of cattle wan~ 
dering through front yards 
mountain lion tracking around 

. homes, crickets galore and rat
tlesnakes in golf cars and ga -

J 
rages. 

The stories offered by the 
longtime Sun City West resi-
dents were especially important 

I for Edson Allen, a trustee and 
former president of the Sun Cit

MOUIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN ies Area Historical Society, who 

S C 
• t 'X T. p • attended the meeting to record 

I
' un I y ,,est toneers recall ~~/lo~

0~:~~~=tio:n~1Xi?e:::::r1 
I d 

the stories would be transcribed 

ear Y ays friend h• andsavedintheDelWebbSun 

' s I ps "--~ g:o:u!!~~e ~h~:e ~~ 3i~ a_ 

ERIN TURNER ' Woodyard attended the fl- original five homes in Sun City. CJ 

DAILY NEWS-SUN nal meeting of the Sun City In addition, Decker said several ~ 
. Bill Woodyard carries an interesting West Pioneers Club Thursday. photo and memorabilia albums'< 

piece of Sun City West history in his The club, at one time made kept by Pioneer Club members ::, 
wallet - something that often causes up of about 1,000 people who for the last 30 years would be ro 
confusion. were the first to move into the donated to the museum. ~ 

"When I call to try and play golf and community, now has about 70 "We're looking for reflections 
1 tell them my rec card is one, they say, • members. About 30 longtime on life as a pioneer," Allen said. ~ 
'No, no. What is your rec card number?"' Sun City Westers - and -14 "Maybe some new things will ::, 
he said. "I tell them again. It's No. l." original club members - at- pop up about what it was like 

Woodyard, who will be 91 years old tended the final meeting led by here in 1979 when the roads 
next week, moved to Sun City West in President .Frances Decker. weren't in and the rec cen-
1979 and served as general manager of / Members told stories about ters weren't done and the golf ~ 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City West the_ now bustling commm:uty, courses weren't ready. " ""l 

for th~ first 10 years the position exist- whic~. for them upon arnv~. "We're always interested in ~ 
ed. With that distinction, his secretary was little more than desert, dirt gathering more of the story be-
ga~e him the first rec card issued. roads and lots of open space.. cause as time passes, we lose it. ~ 

1 kind of like that I have it .. h 'd Henry Healy and his wife People leave us and with them -
with a laugh. ' e .sru ~ere the 39th couple to move go their stories." 

Likewise, he's still as big a fan of his mto Sun City West in Novem- And while most of the final ~ 
community as he was three de d ber 1978. meeting of the Sun City West ~ 
ago. · ca es "R.H. Johnson Boulevard Pioneers Club consisted of resi-

0 

' "I think the recreation centers -
facilities still serve the people -
as they've done since the early 
days, and I'm very pleased be
cause I use the rec centers now, 
rather than manage them," he 
said. 

was a two-lane street, and we dents sharing their recollec-
could see from our property _ tions - some sad, some funny, 
- there were no homes - fo:r; some touching, some bizarre -
four miles either way," he said. a common theme among them 
''And tumbleweed were so prev- was the friendliness of the com-
alent, we'd make snowmen out munity. 

. of them and out them in the "We all came from all over the 
front yard." country. I didn't know a single 

Virginia Kelso was one of the person when I moved here and 
first 100 people in the commu- now I have friends as dear as 
nity. She moved into her home I've ever had anywhere," Wood-
-- "~i.. •• m~rl n.-h, .. fr, 1 Q7R :,nrl vard said. 
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SCW pioneers recollect 29 years of club history 
The Pioneers of ----

Sun City West cel
ebrated the club's 
29th anniversary 
Sunday. 

The early "set
tlers" of Sun City 
West are residents -
who moved to the 
area from October c_~::c~• 
1978 through Octo- Nancv 
ber 1979. Gerdes 

After many rest- U d 
dents found them- & D a 
selves gathering Hasenauer 
regularly for so-
cials, the idea was Your turn 
presented to create 
a club. On March 6, 1984, an or
ganizational meeting took place at 
the Sundome and was attended 
by more than 500 residents. The 
first official social meeting was in 
October 1984 at The Lakes Club. 

The group had a contest to deter
mine the name of the club, and 
"Pioneers of Sun City West" was 
chosen. 

Mildred Toldrian, the orga
nizer, was the club's first presi
dent. Toldrian passed away in 
2000. Other first officers were: 
Loise Copes, vice president; Frie
da Schwartz, secretary; and Sol 
Robinson, treasurer. In 1986, the 
membership was 1,092. 

Today, club officers are Fran
ces Decker, president; Noel Win
field, vice president; Dee Balaker, 
secretary; Emma Koos, treasurer; 
Beverly Temple, hospitality; and 
Helen Daniel, honorary. 

Although the club is smaller 
· now, members continue to meet 

as often as possible to become 
reacquainted and to reminisce 
about the old times. 
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25 years in Sun City West 
"We're very happy here. 
We've been able to keep 
active both mentally and 
physically." 
- Mary Silvis 
Sun City West resident 

Photos by Dave c,uz/The ArllOOJ Republt<. 

Bill a nd Ma ry Silvis moved to Sun City 
West whe n houses we re fi rst built in 
1978 . They bowl in a league. Bill golfs, 
a nd Mary still bikes every weekday. 

I 
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M
ary and Bill Silvis were part of the first 
wave of residents to move into Sun City 
West after the initial homes were built in 

late 1978. 
They e xpected to stay maybe 10 years. But 

now they celebrating the 25th anniversary of the 
community, and Mary Silvis is convinced living 
he re has extended their lives. 

"We're very happy here," she said. "We've been 
able to keep active both mentally and physically." 

The couple, who are in the ir mid-80s, are busy. 
They bowl in a league. Bill ~olfs, and Mar v still 
hike<: every W<'C'kcl;iy morning w11h 'lw d11b 1-J(• 
helped start more than 20 years ago. 

They've seen the retirement community grow 
from 1,200 homes that first year, to about 17,00ff 
rooftops now. They watched dirt lots become 
filled with stores, churches, medical facilities 

and, count them, nine golf courses "inside the 
walls," as res idents say. 

Through it all, like many other longtime res i
dents, the Sil vises say they never regretted re t ir
ing here. 

To celebrate Sun City West's silver anniversary, 
parties, conce rts and sporting events have been 
ongoing since February, and more a re on the way. 

A few final events in the next two months mark 
the end of the festiv ities, including a special sym 
phony concert , parade and annual talent show 
featuring residents . 

The Sun Cities Area Historical Society has pub 
lished a book detailing the history of the commu
nity, which was partly built on the Circle One 
Livestock Co. ranc h, a lso known as "Lizard 
Acres." 

Sn : SCW l'agc 2 



From Page 1 

Sun City West Silver Cele
bration, edited by resident Ed
son F. Allen and researched 
and written by a 16-member 
history committee, explains 
that the ranch was a leading 
cattle company in the 
Southwest when the Del E. 
Webb Development Co. bought 
it. It was part of 13,000 acres 
west of Sun City in 1971 and 
1972. 

A few years later, DEVCO 
President John Meeker an
nounced plans to build a sec
ond retirement community 
neighboring the successful 
Sun City. I • 

Even bef ~e the first shovel 
of dirt was ever turned, many 
people bought homes in the 
new retirement community. 

After visiting friends in Sun 
City in 1978, native East Coast
er Dorothy de Noyelles de
cided to move to Arizona. 

She chose her home from the 
last Sun City models and put 
down a $500 deposit with her 
letter of intent to buy in the 
new community. She recalled 
paying about $60,000 for her 
brand new home. 

De Noyelles, 85, remembers 
that the perpetually busy Bell 
Road didn't even reach Sun 
City West when she moved into 
her new home in December 
1979. 

The hub of the community, 
the R.H. Johnson Recreation 
Center, was just being built as 
was the Sundome - billed as 
the nation's largest single
floor auditorium. 

De Noyelles is part of the 
shrinking group of pioneers, 
original residents who moved 
into sew in 1978 and 1979. 

The group's president, Al
thea Curfman, said they don't 
meet that often anymore as 
most of the members have be
come very elderly and find it 
hard to get around. 

With few roads, no stores 
and construction dust still in 
the air, those first residents did 
feel like pioneers out West, 
Curfman remembers. 

"We thought we were out in 
the boonies when we first got 
here but not anymore," she 
said. "It's the best place in the 
world to be living. It's a very 
caring place. People care about 
one another." 

Curfman, 84, said it offers 
everything a retiree could 
want, "You can be as busy as 
you want or as lazy as you 
want." 

Four recreation centers of-
fer pools, fitness and dance 
classes, and a long list of 

sports. Residents have formed 
over 100 clubs for everything 
from gardening to RVing to 
card playing. 

Carolyn Check, who volun
teers at the Visitors Center and 
takes Jazzercise classes, said 
it's known as a "Disneyland for 
adults." 

She came alone to the retire
ment community and said it's a 
"wonderful place for single 
women" because there's so 
much to do. 

Living here has changed 
Dusty Bowenkamp's definition 
of "old," especially when she 
sees women in their 90s in her 
country line-dancing class. 

"I'm· one of the youngest 
ones here, but I want to take 
naps more than they do," said 
the 57-year-old. "People don't 
grow old around here. They 
grow young." 

Although the newest Del 
Webb retirement community, 
Sun City Grand, has lured 
many new baby-boomer retir
ees, Sun City West is still at
tracting retirees like Bowen
kamp who said she got more 
value for her money by buying 
a resale home here. 

Likewise, Ed Stroming and 
his wife, Jean, searched for a 
retirement home for five years 
before deciding on Sun City 
West. 

Now he volunteers in the 
Visitors Center, meeting with 
prospective residents and ex
plaining the workings of the 
community. 

Like other age-restricted 
communities, at least one resi
dent in each home must be at 
least 55 years old. Others must 
be at least 19 years old. 

Since it is an unincorporated 
area, SCW does not have its 
own government, but relies on 
county services. 

In 1979, the non-profit or
ganization called Sun City 
West Property Owners and 
Residents Association was 
formed to represent homeown
ers, according to Sun City West 
Silver Celebration 

PORA works with the 
county and state on planning 
and zoning, traffic and safety, 
and legislative issues. It also 
operates the volunteer-staffed 
Visitors Center. 

A well-organized group of 
volunteers called the Sun City 
West PRIDES clean the rights 
of way every Saturday. 

And of course, the well
known Sun City West Posse 
provides the Maricopa County 
Sheriff's Office with assist
ance in the community. 
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25 years_ in Sun City West 
. By Angela Rabago-Mussi 

Special for The Republic 

Mary and Bill Silvis were part of the first 
wave of residents to move into Sun City 
West after the initial homes were built in 

late 1978. 
They expected to stay maybe 10 years. But 

now they celebrating the 25th anniversary of the 
community, and Mary Silvis is convinced living 
here has extended their lives. 

"We're very happy here," she said. "We've been 
able to keep active both mentally and physically." 

· The couple, who are in their mid-80s, are busy. 
They bowl in a league. Bill golfs, and Mary still 
bikes every weekday morning with the club she 
helped start more than 20 years ago. 

They've seen the retirement community grow 
from 1,200 homes that first year, to about 17,000 
rooftops now. They watched dirt lots become 
filled with stores, churches, medical facilities 

$ilver anniversary 
events continue 
in W. Valley city 
IIISide 
■ A look at Sun City West "Then and Now." See 
Pap 2. 

■ Events planned to celebrate the 25th ~nniversary 
of the retirement community. See Pap 2. 

an'd, count them, nine golf courses "inside the 
walls," as residents say. 

Through it all, like many other longtime resi
dents, the Silvises say they never regretted retir
ing here. 

To celebrate Sun City West's silver anniversary, 
parties, concerts and sporting events have been 
ongoing since February, and more are on the way. 

A few final events in the next two months mark 
the end of the festivities, including a special sym
phony concert, parade and annual talent show 
featuring residents. 

The Sun 'Cities Area Historical Society has pub
lished a book detailing the history of the commu
nity, which was partly built on the Circle One 
Livestock Co. ranch, also known as "Lizard 
Acres." 

i . 
See' SCW Page 2 

\ 



"We're very happy here. 
We've been able to keep 
active both mentally and 
physically." 
- Mary Silvis 
Sun City West resident 

Photos by Dave Cruz/The Arizona Republic 

Bill and Mary Silvis moved to Sun City 
West when houses were first built in 
1978. They bowl in a league. Bill golfs, 
and Mary still bikes every weekday. 

\ 
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Sew Re. s1·dents · ••y~ugo · · · · --~ · The Sun City w~ snv..: Celebration committee plans 
two ftnal,c .. ebraUOlli•vents. · 

1 b t 25 WHAT:Th~"Syri,ph'tny of the West Valley will perform a Ce e ra e ' ''ears speciaf·.chambei' ·orchestra concert featuring former New J · Y~rk MetrQpolita,n OP.era, mezzo soprano Isola Jones. 
"' , • J , ... .,, ~ 

'·. WHEN: 3 p',m.,Sunday. ,r : . 
sports. Residents have formed WHERE: Prlr,i2~fisr Pea~~ Catholic Church, 14818 W. Deer 
over 100 clubs for everything ValleyJ)rjve, Sun CJty, West. 

Sun City West Silver Cele- from gardening to RVing to , _, .!. • • 'Ii• ":. 
bration, edited by resident Ed- card playing. · . t, CQST: JlO, [rickets may be purchased at Prince of Peace 

From Page l 

son F. Allen and researched Carolyn Check, who volun- t1 ch~rpJ),,the SY~Rfipny office, 10451 Palmeras Drive, Sun 
and written by a 16-member teers at the Visitors Center and CI\Y~O~.f8:dy,of,Lou._r.des Catholic Church, 19002 N. 128th 
history committee, explains takes Jazzercise classes, said · Avr,'.~4!J~C1tY,,West, or The Ph~to Shop, 13940 W. Meeker 
that the ranch was a leading it's known as a "Disneyland for ~; Blrd;r\$ J.1rV.Citv·West.; .. 1;· t, · . . 

ttl . the d l " '· '"-~t••f:,i<;\&!'lr""'·'' ''••" · ■ · ', ca e company Ill a U ts. q r 0 

,""-11; Jrt~i1.· ~ ~ ,t, . ,, . 

Southwest when the Del E. She came al?ne to the .re~i;e• WHA"(i'"Lobk 'to~~ th~e Sliver Lin in~' Parade with bands, 
Webb Development Co. bought ment community and srud_1t s a ; ho'\-..es· &. cte·corated golf·cars. ' 
It. It was part of 13,000 acres "wonderful place for smgle ~}· ,'.(J- • .: ,.t.:,-:.,r'.'•,1 :1,.:.•·, '; ~ • 

. west_ of.~~~ ;9.J:~'1--_wo~ep" because there's SS?.;;..,.. ~.~HEN:.lO~a:, · Jils:t\~5, -~-~-•. ;-;~----
.1972, ·-·· .. : .~~~ mu_~h .to do. _., :.H t,,pson 'and Meeker 

A few years -later,·· DEVO:: · · LiVlllg here has changea.":'.: ~ bo ·iev ds""· .- · ~....,;fu'f .. •·- ' ··• 
President John Meeker . an-· DustyBowenkamp'sdefinition l~ , ~ ,,.,~~ .:'.',;•1?~~:; ,1·•· '. ■ 

. nounced plans to build a sec- of "old," especially when she ' · • •", ':1,/,: f•:f;. f-i •• 1· •• · ! ·;' . 
ond retirement community sees women in their 90s in her ,~WHAT: Sun City West 25th Anniversary Concert featuring 

.. , 

neighbqrlp~4~fl.l~:;, su~c~~sf-lfl, ~country line-dancing class. ~"' orjglp~l,JW/5 ·ot tt,e' Lay.,rence 1/y'elk television show -

· ~SynE _fityb. t -~~,.~f~ ;rlt,. ~Ht·.~~<Ti1;~~~ 0t~J~ · .Yt5Jt~tgake~! ~~ ... ~~~n.'f;Jff,e;,~*JW,Q.~~~-~.~~:~nL. · •~.:: · ·•. · ::-...;. 
ven e .~~e the• irs s ov~,,, ones nere, uu i wan o e , TiwHE1fr3•~~f:_O'¢t: 25.·y ! r ,':, · f ~. ;-,, • ·· ·' · 

of dirt was ever turned, many ·, naps more than they do," said ,, , ,, •. ~-· ,,i?.{ii{~: ,.:._i .. · , • :: ., ~ 
people bought homes· in . the · the 57-year-old. "People don't. ~,WHER.E~S4ndoro,e,~l9,4,03 R.H. Johnson Blvd. A raffle 
new retirement community.. . grow old around here. They· draw!6s-•for:ir. carScrUJse and furni~ure shopping spree will 

. Af~er visiting.friends iri Suµ, ~. ~ow young." ' . ;~1 ~!J~,~Jt{;i~er~i~;-ion.' . , 
City 10 1978, native East Coast• . Althou~h the newest. J?el , ,~COS:t;;·Tl.?~~\s· re · i:id $20 and can be purchased at 
er Dorothy de Noyell~s. de-, Webb ~etirement commuruty, I th· e Uri ol"· "··~ { ,•11:l- l. '-·• · ,' 
c1ded to move to Ari.zo~c. , ·. /. . Sun , City Grand, has lured ~- · ~N · . '■ -rr ,,, 

Shechoseherhomeff9qithe many new baby-boomer retir- ij ~. ·~~- , .. f'-,~· 
last Sun City modelE anctput ·, ees, Sun City West is still at- Pf.:,. ~lso~,twQ,NQvembe ,events are

1
dedicated to the 25th 

down a $500 deposit with her tracting retirees like Bowen- . .:anniversary, , ;· ~ '· ', l.i• • 1 ., ·, ' 

letter of inre1_1t to buy in the kamp who said she got m?re ' WHAT: A flag raising sponsored by Sundome Merchants 
ne~ commuruty. She recalled value for her money by buymg ~ Association, VFW and American Legion. · 
paymg about $60,000 for her a resale home here. ; . . · , .. , , . • :1,. •• 
brand new home. . Lik~wise, Ed Stroming and ~ ... ~tt.,N~;\~1-~·.J'-loY: 10 . . , · ; . · ,, • 

De Noyelles, 85, remembers his_ wife, Jean, searc~ed for a 1:' Th'e-1s un'City Wes\ Annual Variety Show Is Nov. 13, 14, 15 at 
that the_ pe~petually busy Bell retuement ~o.me for five y~s the Sundome. Tickets and performance times are available 
Road didn t even reach ~un before dec1dmg on Sun City '. at Sundome Plaza. . ,, ,' · ·: :-· . -
City West when she moved mto West. . · 
her new home in December Now he volunteers in the WHERE: ·sundome Plaza. 
1979. Visitors Center, meeting with ,.· ::;~:::~.,;• · '.".1,:;~. • ·: •• ~, 

The hub of the community, prospective residents and ex
the R.H. Johnson Recreation plaining the workings of the 
Center, was just being built as community. 
was the Sundome - billed as Like other age-restricted 
the nation 's largest single•. communities, at least one resi
floor auditorium. dent in each home must be at 

De Noyelles is part of the least SS years old. Others must 
shrinking group of pioneers, be at least 19 years old . 
.original residents who· moved ·· Since it is an unincorporated 
into sew in 1978 and 1979. area, sew does not have its 

The group's president, Al- own government, but relies on 
rhea Curfman, said they don't county services. 
meet that often anymore as In 1979, the non-profit or
most of the members have be- ganization called Sun City 
come very elderly and find it West Property Owners and 
hard to get around. Residents Association was 

With few roads, no stores formed to represent homeown--~ 
and construction dust still in ers, according to Sun City West 
the air, those first residents did Silver Celebration 
feel like pioneers out West, POM works with the 
Curfman remembers. county and state on planning 

"We thought we were out in and zoning, traffic and safety, 
the boonies when we first got and legislative issues. It also 

1 here but not anymore," she operates the volunteer-staffed 
said. "It's the best place in the Visitors Center. 
world to be living. It's a very A well-organized group -of 
caring place. People care about volunteers called the Sun City 
one another." West PRIDES clean the rights 

Curfman, 84, said it offers of way every Saturday. 
everything a retiree could And of course, the well
want, "You can be as busy as known Sun City West Posse 
you want or as lazy as you provides the Maricopa County 
want." Sheriff's Office with assist-

Four recreation centers of- ance in the community. 
fer pools, fitness and dance 
classes, and a long· list of 

Sun· ctw West{ I 1 1·: \ 
• fl

1
\t .f\.;~ ,-( ., ~\ .... ' 1 ') " 1.f.,. "' 

Sun City1 West opened 25 years ago in October 1978. 
V .,.... • "'.f N " . .. .. ; . '.,, ,neft an"'ln o~ . . , 1 1m.1 . _; • · · •• 

t• ■ Pop~.U,o_n: l,20q_Reople In 197~- Now, about 31,000. 
"J■ ~omu; _1,6iQ _C'o~plet~9 homes· ~y July 1979. Now, 
1 17,,QOO homes,:lncludll)g ~1ngle·fam1ly homes, condos and 

duplexes . • , ··--. , . 1 , • • 

■ Golf courses: Two · (Hillcrest and Pebblebrook courses) 
~ ' opened· In 1979. Now, nine. , ·: . 
. ■ Ph>neers (residents who. moved Into SCW In 1978 and 

~97~): _Nearly 1,000 members then. Now, fewer than 300. 
g~ ■ Home p.-lcu: Bas~ priqe without upgrades ranged from 
:i.. $36,990 to $70,490 In December 1978. Now, they range 
i from $80,000 to over $400,000, r., • 
. ■ sew Prides: Forty-four•members in 1982 when the 

•· voluriteer'street-cleaning·program 'began. Nearly 300 
volunteers by the 20th anniversary11n 2002. 

l ■.Chart!tfed du~, By.>June 1~79, 14·clubs. Now, 104 clubs. 
•~ ■ R~tlon' Center·umual t.ei $60 per person in 1979. 
~; Now, $180 per person,t · ' . · • • ' · ' 
~'■ Worship' centers: Nope. Six denominations held services 
-~• In the social hall while waiting to build. Now, there are 16 
:-:•worship centers_ w,ith' more plann'ed. • 
,I ■ Ubrary: Bool<moblle visited once a week in early 1979. 
d'Now;·ttie,.Sun City West'Library has a collection of over 
0 40,00·o ltems:1'1'· .1•n· , , •I ·, 

~!'■ Sports Pavlllon: Included 24 bowling lanes and 10 indoor 
,!(shuffleboard courts then. Now, includes 30 bowling lanes 
~and five shuffleboard ·courts. : 
h 1)V if'•tt!'".•t ~"--·~"' t/ " 1 

~~Sources: "Sun City West Sliver Celebration • The first 25 years," edited 
~-by Eds~n ~· ·Allen, Sun City West Visitors Center . 
. 4 .· ( .,,,, . 
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Melton Bryan SCW's top 'Pion·eer 
and Hero,' pockets $1,000 
Bill and Mary Silvis win $500; others receive $1 00 

\llelton 11. Bryan, a 24-year knife dive . Chuck served as a 
resident of Sun City West, col- P~s~e volunteer. They sang in the 
lected $1,000 Saturday as top ongmal "Westemairs" which has 
\\ inner of the Pioneers and He- since changed its spelling. Betsy 
roes A\, ards, presented at the puts her handmade dollars on 
P~lm Ridge and_ Johnson recre- dis~lay in their window every 
at1on centers dunng the com mu- Chnstmas. They kept a box full 
nit)_'s 25 th anniversary kickoff of De! Webb flyers and pictures 
parties. . . . showing community activities 

Bl")an '.111d his ~~fe Alice came and events s ince the origin of 
10 Sun City West in December of Sun City West. 
1978, when, Bryan says, more Barbara Kin gsland Clark 
coyotes prowled Beardsley Road moved here in ovember J 978 
thari cars. from ew Jersey so her fi~t hus~ 

Bl")an has served on the PORA band, Bob, could recover from 
go, erning board, several Rec open-heart surgery. Given seven 
Centers' committees, the SCW years to live, he survived 23. She 
Foundation, has been a PRIDES recalls the dust, tumbleweeds, 
volunteer, sold lurninarias during beetles, smel I of manure from 
the Christmas season a,nd his this former cattle feed lot. Their 
\.,ife was a men's golf club moni- daughter moved with them and 
tor before she died. was the youngest person in town, 

Winners of a $500 award were turning many heads. Bob was an 
Bill and Mary Silvis, who moved arti st and designed Del Webb 
to the communil) in February of logos used on brochures, lawn 
1979 from Mi ch igan . After bowling emblems and helped 
spending two weeks in an apart- many clubs, as did Barbara. 
ment, they found the new Del Frances and Rawleigh Decker 
Webb development irresistible, came in July, 1979, intending to 
canceled plans for a tour of the go to California but a hotel clerk 
\\est and dropped anchor. in the Sun City Kings Inn asked 

The couple have been active if they had seen "the models." 
vol unteers over the years, at the They looked, bought and only 
Sundome. library, Habitat for Rawleigh's health kept them 
11 um an i t ) , Variety Sh o \.\ from doing more volunteer work 
~tagehands, served on, arious and activities. Frances started the 
comm it tees and founded the Sunshine Serenaders, a group of 
:\.'\ RP rax Aide program. Bi ll singers that entertained in nursing 
also launched a men's golf league homes and other places, and 
at a church and Mary served as a served as president of three clubs. 
OO\\ ling secretary for 15 ye~. Rawleigh was an officer in sever-
s I 00 winners: al clubs and Frances continues to 
Juan and Franklin Barnett singandtoplay pianofororgani-

c~urn: in October. 1978, afler she zations, as well as being photog
and he r husband both served in rapher, historian and photogra

pher for groups. u1e m1 11tary followed by archae
ulol!\ and the excavation of 350 
preG.istoric sites in Arizona and 
'-.e,, Mexico. Alter her husband 
JieJ . Joan helped start the 
PRIDES. ser-.ed on the Sun 
I kalth and SC W Rec Center 
boards. deli\t:red Meals on 
\\ heels. sen ed on condo boards. 
:, tarted the singles program for 

Briarwood and volunteered at her 
church. 

Chuck and Betsy Bennett came 
in September, 1979, after meet
ing each other following the 
death of the ir spo uses. They 
"anted to star1 the new life to
gether in a different place and to 
conquer a growing arthritic prob
lem. The change produced such 
go o d he a I t h t h at B et s y wo n 
-; \\ i mm i ng contests where she 
also exhibited her famous jack-

Char les and Adele Frankel 
moved to Sun City West in o
vem ber, 1978, in search ofa 
warmer climate than ew York 
City, where Charlie was a police 
lieutenant and security officer for 
a hospital. They helped s tart 
many clubs, were perf onners in 
the Variety Show, volunteers at 
Del Webb and Boswell hospitals, 
American Red Cross, and other 
groups. Charlie has held office in 
the R.Y. club, Rock.hounds Club, 
Dance Club, and SCW Disaster 
Committee. Charlie has served 
on the Fire District of SCW as a 
volunteer checking business, 
board member, and current board 
president and his wife volunteers 
in all events of the Fire District. 
They both vo lunteered at the 
Gammage and I lerzberger the
aters as well as locally. 

Bi ll and Marion i:riebolin ar
rived in February, 1979, from 

Illinois. They remember seeing 
cotton fields and ca tt le pcm 
where Sun C it y We st no" 
stands. They were part of a group 
of seven who started the Variety 
Show with a misspelled playbill 
called "Varity Show." The) \\erL' 
part of the original Sunshine ·er
enaders, helped start a Men~· 
Senior Baseball Team, v.,ere in 
the first stage show ("Hello Dol-
1 y" ), and have held office in 
clubs such as the Westemaires, 
Hillcrest Dance Club, etc. 

Don and Bernice Henninger 
moved here in May, 1978, at the 
invitation of friends in Lake 
Tahoe. They learned to pla) golt: 
learned new crafts and s\...i lls . 
have helped clubs gro\, , and 
have enjoyed watching the com
munity grow. 

Edie Steving Kildo\.\ and her 
husband Vern moved here in 
1981 after Edie saw an ad for 
Sun City West in her doctor\ 
office. She and her husband sent 
for a.coupon and made reserva
tions to visit. They appreciated 
the warmth after Denver winters. 
They became extremely acti, e in 
organizations, partic ipating in 
variety shows, and even got a 
st reetlight and stop sig n for 
streets where they were needed. 
Edie teving Kildow lost her 
husband but remarried four years 
ago. 

Marilyn and Bob Rad ford 
moved here from Kansas City in 
January, 1979, and although 
Marilyn was just pleasing he r 
husband, she found many ne\.\ 
hobbies and a new life. She re
members the trapped feeling re
sidents had on the day the Bell 
Bridge over the Agua Fria col
lapsed. They were hospital vol
unteers, Bob called square danc
es, and she helped raise $100,000 
for the Sun Health Research In
stitute through her realtor's club. 

Sol and Florence Robinson 
moved here in December, 1978. 
after a friend told them about the 
community. They recall the crop
dusting airport at the comer of El 
Mirage and Bell Roads and the 
fact that they had to use Sun 
City's Rec Centers until Sun City 
West centers were built. ol 
worked with Chuck Roach and 
others to plan Palm Ridge Rec 
Center and has officiated in 
many clubs and organizations, 
inc luding Rockhounds, SCW 
Pioneers, California Club, Cycle 
Club, Fire Board, and organized 
the Jewish Club. 



SUN CITY WEST ANNIVERSARY 

Pioneers 
Sun City West's Pioneers & Heroes were 

honored Saturday by the 25th Anniversary 
Committee during parties at the R.H. Johnson 
and Palm Ridge recreation centers. 

Top honor, $1,000, went to Melton H. Bry
an. 

Melton and Alice Bryan moved to Sun 
City West in December 1978 when there were 
more coyotes than cars on Beardsley Road. 
He has served on the board of Property Own
ers and Residents ·Association, several Recre
ation Centers of Sun City West committees, as 
well as the Sun City West Foundation, and 
has been a PRIDES volunteer. His wife was 
monitor of a men's golf club before she died. 

The $500 winners are Bill and Mary Sil
vis, who moved to Sun City West in February 
1979 from Michigan. They have both been 
active as volunteers for the Sundome, library: 
Habitat for Humanity, variety show stage
hands, and founded the MRP Tax-aide pro
gram and the men's golf league at a church. 

Winning $100 each for their stories are the 
following: 

Joan Barnett, who moved to the commu- · 
nity in October W78. After her husband died, 
Joan helped start the PRIDES, served on the 
Sun Health and rec center boards, delivered 
Meals on. Wheels, served on condo boards, 
started the singles program for Briarwood and 
volunteered at her church. 

Chuck and Betsy Bennett, who moved to 
Sun City West in September 1979 after meet
ing each other following the death of their 
spouses and wanted wanted to start a new life 
together in a different place and to conquer a 
growing arthritic problem. The change pro- · 
duced such good health that Betsy won swim
ming contests where she also exhibited her 
famous jackknife dive. 

Barbara Kingsland Clark, who moved to 
Sun City West in November 1978 from New 
Jersey so her first husband, Bob, could 
recover from open-heart surgery. Given seven 
years to live, he surnved 23 years here. She 
recalls the dust, tumbleweeds, beetles, smell 
of manure from this former cattle feed lot. 
Bob was an artist and designed Del Webb log-· 
OS. 

Frances Decker, who With husband, Raw
leigh, came in July 1979 intending to go to 
California but a·hotel clerk in the Sun City 
King's Inn asked if they had seen "the mod
els." Curious, they looked, bought and only · . 
Rawleigh's health kept them from doing more 
volunteer work and activities. Frances started 

Sandy Gold~· 
stein, a member 
of the Sun City 
West 25th anni
versary comr:nit
tee , left, and 
Community 
Information 
Specialist Bruce · 
Ellison sing 
along to the 
orchestra's ren-
dition of "God 
Bless America" 
at the 25th anni
ve rsary party for 
Sun City West 
Saturday. 

the Sunshine Serenaders, a group of singers 
that provides entertainment to this day. 

Charles and Adele Frankel, who moved to 
Sun City West in November 1978 in search of 
a warmer climate than New York City where 
Charlie was a police lieutenant and security · 
director for a hospital. They helped start 
many clubs, were performers in the Variety 
Show, volunteers at Del Webb and Boswell 
Memorial hospitals, American Red ·cross, and 
other groups. Among other things, Charlie is 
president of the Sun City West Fire District 
board. 

Bill and Marion Friebolin, who arrived in 
February 1979 from Illinois. They remember. 
seeing cotton fields and cattle pens where Sun 
City West now stands. They were part of a 
group of seven who started the Variety Show 
with a misspelled playbill called "Varity 
Show," as well as members 0f the original 
Sunshine Serenaders. 

Don and Bernice Henninger, ·who moved 
to Sun City West in May 1978 at the invita
tion of friends in Lake Tahoe. They learned to 
play golf, engaged\n craft projects and have 
helped clubs grow, while enjoying the commu
nity grow. 

Edie Steving Kildow, who and her hus
band Vern moved to Sun City West in 1981 
after Edie saw an ad for Sun City West in her 
doctor's office. She and her husband sent for 
a coupon and made reservations to visit. They 
appreciated the warmth after Denver winters. 
They became active in organizations, partici
pating in variety shows, and even got a stree
tlight and stop sign for streets where they 
were needed. Edie Steving Kildow lost her 
husband but remarried four years ago. 

Marliyn and Bob Radford, who came from 
Kansas City in January 1979 and although 
Marilyn was just pleasing her husband, she 
found many new hobbies and a new life. The 
two were hospital volunteers, Bob called 
square dances, and she helped raise 
$100,000 for the Sun Health Research Insti
tute through her Realtor's association. 

Sol and Florence Robinson, who moved to 
Sun City West in December 1978 after a 
friend told them about the community. They 
remember tne crop-dusting airport at the cor
ner of EI Mirage and Bell roads and the fact 
that they had to use Sun City's Rec Centers 
until R.H. Johnson was built. Sol worked with 
Del Webb's Chuck Roach and others to plan 
Palm Ridge Rec Center and has served as an 
officer in many clubs and organizations. 
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iResidents .. relate experiences from 'pioneer days' 
I MICHAEL MARESH 
. DAILY NEWS-SUN 

C 
harles and Betsy Bennett 
remember Sun City West 

, in its infancy stage as the 
couple were among the 

1 
first to move into the retirement 
community. 

The couple purchased their lot in 
April 1979 and moved into their 
constructed home in September' 
1979. 

The Bennetts moved from Penn
sylvania and for the first month the 
couple lived in their new home with 
no furniture as they waited for their 
belongings to arrive from back East. 

Of all the things that have hap
pened in Sun City West in the past 
25 years, Charles remembers the 
1980 flood that washed out the 
bridges over the Agua Fria River bed 
as the most memorable. 

Traffic at that time was a night
mare since the few residents in the 
community were forced to take 
Grand Avenue in order to travel 
west. 

"We managed to get by on Grand 
Avenue." he said. "The one bridge 
that survived never did go out." 

And being able to travel to go 

shopping was paramount since 
there were no shops in Sun City 
West at the time. 

The Bennetts were shopping in 
· Sun City when the flood occurred. 

"It was a little frightening," he_ 
said. "It was a lot of water for a 
small river bed. It took a year to get' 
a new bridge." 

Charles and his wife remember 
the streets being already construct
ed, though there were few homes at 
the time. 

"We used to ride our bikes 
around Sun City West in empty 
lots," he said, adding he and his 
wife visited the the R.H. Johnson 
Recreation Centers swimming pool 
daily. 

"When we rode our bikes, it was 
like riding in the desert (on 
asphalt)," he said. 

The R.H. Johnson Recreation 
Center at the time was the only rec 
center in the community. 

William and Mary Silvis also wit
nessed the changes time brings to a 
community. 

Mary Silvis said she and her hus
band read about Sun City vacation 
apartments in 1977 and decided to 
visit the community for two weeks. 

"We were impressed with what 
we saw," she said, and they decided 
to move to the new retirement com
munity from Michigan. 

The growth in Sun City West over 
the past 25 years, she said, has 
been incredible. Back·in 1979, Bell 
Road was a two-lane road and 
128th Avenue was a dirt road. 

Silvis said she did not expect Sun 
City West to grow like it did, even 
though she and her husband knew 
what had occurred in Sun City. 

"We had to have faith," she said. 
"We felt like pioneers." 

Charles Frankel was among the 
first 50 people who moved into Sun 
City West in the late 1970s. 

"We were the first ones on Marble 
Drive," said Frankel, who moved to 
the retirement community from 
Long Island, N.Y. 

In 1977. he stopped to visit some 
friends in Sun City, and instantly 
knew where he wanted to retire. 

"As soon as drove up Del Webb, 
we knew this was the place," he 
said. 

Frankel said while the commu
nity was pretty vacant at the time 
he moved in, he anticipated the 
growth because of what had previ-

STEVE CHERNEK/DAIL Y NEWS-SUN 

When Mary and Bill Silvis moved 
into their home in Sun City West 25 
years ago, their saguaro was only 
five feet high. 

ously occurred in Sun' City West·. 
"I am very happy here," he said. 

"I am living life to the fulles t." 
Michael Maresh can be reached at 

876-2513 or mma.resh@aztrib.com. 
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· Pioneer resident enjoys Sun Cities· 
By DEBBIE L. SKLAR 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY WEST - Pioneer 
J ohnny Appleseed may have 
made his mark in American 
history by scattering apple 
seeds, but Mi ldred Toldrian , a 
pioneer of a different kind. 
pre fers to spread the Golden 
Rule. 

"My parents a lways told me 
to do unto others as ~•ou would 
wa nt done to you ," said Told
rian. one of the first home
owne rs in both the Sun Citi es. 
·•1 live by the Golden Rul e and 
have made that my motto.•· 

into Sun City at the e nd of 
April 1960 and I moved in 
June 1960," said the former 
employee of Os te r man
ufac turing, the kitchen ap
pliance company. " In Sun City 
West it happened again: I 
moved in on Oct. 20. 1978. and 
the f1 rst person 111 the com
munity moved in on the 13th. 
After my husband died I 
wanted a change and that's 
why I moved to Sun City 
West " 

Toldrian said she and her 
husband moved to Arizona 
because they wanted a drier 
ch mate. 

'Y 
. :--..· 

,i • 

. .. . h -.. 

The 88-year-old Wisconsin 
nath·e na rrowly missed bei ng 
t he f1 rst homeowner 111 both 
Su n City and Sun Cny West. 

·'The first person moved 

" When peo ple compla in 
about the heat, I don't let it 
bother me," she said. "I love 
the heat and te ll people that's 

► See Woman recalls, AS Mildred Toldrion is a Sun Cities pioneer. 

Woman recalls communities' past 
■ From A1 

why came to a warmer 
climate." 

Arizona with its sprawling 
desert and hot temperatures 
1s nothing new to Toldri an. 

··1 came to Arizona in 1932 
to tutor some kid s in Tucson,'' 
said the former Milwaukee 
e lementary school teacher " l 
had been out here 111 1932 0 11 

a job to tuto r ~1x children 1n 
the T ucson are.i Actually_ 11 

was on Oracle R anch for two 
;,,onths l was tutoring some 
kid s and l ma'de up my mind 
then . l wou ld be back some 
day,. 

S ixty-three years la te r and 
Told ri an 1s back and happy to 
be in the Valley of the Sun. 
She enJoys living in the re 
tirement commumty because 
o f the many activiti es offe red. 

·'The re's so much to do 
here. it 's hard to become 

bored ," she said with a laugh. 
" I like crafts, swimming, 
walking and l 've volunteered 
more than 3.200 hours a t Del 
E . Webb Hospital ," she sa id . 

As for the ever-cha ngi ng 
community, Toldrian said she 
has seen both Sun Citi es un
d e rgo alte rations. She is not 
happy about the recall e fforts 
to oust three boa rd members 
from the Recreation CC'nters 

of Sun City West Gove rning 
Board. 

"You'll find rabble-rousers 
wherever you go," sh e said 
"People are the same all over 
the world. I just believe in 
keeping a positive attitude 
li ke my mom a nd dad taught 
me. They said to follow the 
Golden Ruic and that's the 
way J've lived my life. J"ve 
also tri ed to ingra tn it in my 
children - so far it 's worked .. 
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Mild~c.d Toldrian 
Pioneer 
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Mildred Toldrlan 
Photo, Stan Stedak 

BY Stan Steciak 
A "pioneer's" pioneer. Mildred 

Toldrian was a pioneer in Sun 
City and then again in Sun City 
West. She was the first president 
of the SCW Pioneers. (Those 
residents who moved in between 
October 16, 1978 and December 
31, 1979). She said, "I was really 
too busy to accept the presiden
cy, but Loise copes, 2nd presi
dent, sure helped me". 

Mildred was born in Denmark, 
Wis., but spent most of her 
young life in Milwaukee. She 
attendyd Milwaukee State Col-

lege and later taught school in 
Wisconsin . In 1958 , the 
Toldrians move to Phoenix arid 
in 1960 to Sun City. It was on 
October 20, 1978, that Mildred 
became a Wester. She started the 
SCW Pioneers, with the help of 
Elynor Stoffer· and Peter Strupp. 
Her time in SCW was spent 
leading tours for the SCW 
AARP. She had more than eight 
years experience taking people to 
"here, there and everywhere". It 
was fun, but she was always on 
the go. A neighbor, pioneer Olaf 
Joahnsen, on Desert Glen Drive 
said, "Mildred always has her 
bags packed ready to take off'. 
Other pioneer residents nearby 
said, "Mildred is the greatest 
neighbor". 

The 86-year-old bundle of en
ergy hardly sits still. Mildred 
now volunteers time at Del 
Webb Hospital. She has over 
3000 hours of volunteer service. 
If the average person would vol
unteer 4 hours a week, it would 
take them about 16 years to get 
3000 hours. SCW residents 
should be proud of the SCW 
Pioneers. 
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Uhls And Wicks First SCW 'Key Holders' 
By Stan Steciak 

Fifteen years ago, October 16, 
1978, Clarice and Ed Uhl along 
with Mary and Luman Wick 
were the first people to "take 
key" to their new homes. In a 
short ceremony, Devco President 
John Meeker (that's the reason 
for Meeker Blvd) presented 
Clarice Uhl and the Wicks with 
their keys. (Mr. Uhl was hospi
talized at that time). Meeker also 
presented the pioneers with a 
plaque, on which a large key was 
attached, with the proper wqrds 
saying the Uhls and Wicks were 
number one. The Uhl's home 
was in the 13200 block of Desert 
Glen Drive and the Wick's in the 
13 200 block of Maplewood 
Drive. Since then, the pioneer 
residents have moved to dif
ferent, newer homes in SCW. 

The Uhls came to Arizona 
form Alameda, Calif. They lived 
in Sun City for nine months. Ed 
said, "As soon as I heard about 

), 

Mary Wick holding "First Key" plaque given to her by Del Webb Oct 16, 1978, for the home on Maplewood Dr. 
Photos, stan Stedak 

Sun City West, I to ld Webb to 
put our names on the list. I didn't 
think we woµld be the first ones 
with the Wicks". Ed Uhl was 
born in Chicago, attended lane 
Technical High School, and had 
a very active life. In the 30's he 
was a member of the CCC's. In 
1940 he joined the US Navy. He 
actually asked for submarine 
service. Why? Ed said he was 

intrigued with submarines. After 
h is training in New London, 
Conn. he was assigned to the 
USS Gar. The Gar was commis
sioned in 1941 and left for Pearl 
Harbor, after the attack, for sea 
duty in the South Pacific. Ed 
continued in the N avy for 22 
years with many submarine as
signments. 

Clarice was born in York, 

Penn . After schooling she 
worked as a payroll clerk. In 
1944, she became Mrs. Uhl and 
became a homemaker. As a Na
vy wife Clarice and young Ed, 
Jr. saw many ports of call. After 
Ed's Navy retirement, in 1962, 
the Uhls lived in Alameda, Ca-

Uhls and Wicks 
continued on Page 2 



ffiiiis~and 
~wicks 
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lif. , where Ed spent 12 years 
with the Alameda County Court 
System. In Sun City West, 
Clarice likes the lifestyle with 
swimming and biking. Ten years 
ago she initiated the Pebbelbrook 
Nine Holers, Ladies golf. 

Mary and Luman Wick came 
to Sun City West from Topeka, 
Kan. Luman was born in Salina, 
Kan., and Mary in Oklahoma. 
Mary attended Oklahoma State 
U and Luman received a Doctor 

: of Jurisprudence degree from• 
Washburn U, in topeka Later, 
Wick 'MJrked for the U. S. deal
ing with government contracts. 
Mrs. Wick worked for the uni
versity of Illinois as a County 
Extension Agent During WW II, 

Clartce and Ed Uhl with their key to one of two nrst hOmes In sew on Desert Glen Dr. Photos, Stan Steciak 

Luman served in the Quartermas
ter Corps. 

Luman Wick then worked for 
General Motors, Frigidaire Div
sion as general sales manager. 
His service covered almost 30 
years. Needless to say, Mary and 
Luman had a close relationship 
because Mary also worked for 
the Frigidaire Divi sion as a 

Home Economist. The Wicks 
came to Sun City West in 1978, 
never realizing they would be the 
first pioneers. The wicks were 
home bodies and enjoyed each 
others company. Unforuntately, 
Luman Wick passed away on 
September 16, 1993. Mrs Wick 
said, "Luman did many impor
tant things in his lifetime. I think 

the most important event in my 
life was when I married Luman." 

Mary Wick enjoys our com
munity and was happy to come 
here and to be a first pioneer, on 
October 16, 1978. She said, "It 
sure is nice to be one of the first 
in Sun City West. I like the lov
ing people living here and I think 
I will stay". 
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SCW Pioneers Celebrate 
15th Anniversary 

By Stan Steciak 
The 15th anniversary of Del 

Webb's Sun City West will be a 
festive event for the SCW Pio
neers. This group includes resi
dents who moved into homes in 
SCW, and joined the Pioneers, 
between October 16, 1978 and 
December 31, 1979. Incidently, 
the first residents were Cl~rice 
and Ed Uhl and Mary and 
Luman Wick. They-were pre
sented citations by Del Webb, to 
make it official. Membership was 
open to those "early settlers" 
until a few years ago and is now 
closed The present membership 
numbers 586. 

Mildred Tolrian has the unique 
distinction of being a Sun City 
Pioneer, and once its president, 
and later she was the firs presi
dent of the Sun City West Pio
neers. Mildred met with a group 
of Westers and they decided 
there should be a SCW Pioneers 
club. The SCW Pioneers had 
their first organizational meeting 
at the Sundo me on March 16, 
1984. Del Webb Corp. provided 

the coffee and donuts. Webb still 
carries on·that tradition at the 
yearly SCW Pioneers coffee and 
donuts meeting, every January. 
The Pioneers tend to be low key. 
They seem to like it that way. 
they do have two social events a 
year, one in Spring and one in 
Fall. 

Under Mildred Toldrian's lead
ership, the Pioneers set guide
lines, rules and effective dates for 
members. Mildred was first pres
ident, followed by Loise Copes, 
Dorothy Siek, Althea Curfman, 
Sol robinson and present presi
dent Richard Hymes. With 
Hymes, the other 1993 officers 
are: VP Virginia Kelso; Sec'y. 
Frieda Schwartz; Treas. Helen 
Daniel; Historian Catherine Holst 
and PR person Emma Koos. It 
seems the SCW Pioneers have a 
penchant for being unique. Di
minutiveFrieda Schwartz, a most . 
active member, was the first sec-

SCW Pioneers 
Continued on Page 03 

_ W Pioneers Celebrate 15th Anniversary 
- . - ~1ued from Page 01 • 

r_etary and still holds that posi- the growth of our community. : 
non · 

• • 
11 

Unfortunately, we are probably 
Pres. Hymes said, Of course, the only club whose membershi . 

wear~ elated to ~elp celebrate will decrease as the years go bi , 
SC~ s 15th anniversary. We Happy Anniversary to all" 
certamly watched and enjoyed · 
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Del Webb 'Celebrates The Spirit Of Sun City West' 
Fifteen days of special events 

are planned in celebration of Sun 
City West's 15th birthday. 

The celebration is "kicked-off' 
with a performance by the 
Rhythm Tappers at the Stardust 
Theater, 1440 l R.H. Johnson 
Blvd., on October 16 from 11 
am. to 12 p.·m. An official cake 
cutting ceremony is held at 1 
p.m. at the R. H. Johnson Recre
ation Center Arts and Crafts Vil-

!age, 19803 R H. Johnson Blvd., 
featuring Chuck Roach, Del 
Webb Corp. executive vice presi
dent, and Al Spanjer, SCW Gov
erning Board president, handling 
the cake cutting honors. 

From 1 to 3 p.m., all three of 
Sun City West's recreation cen
ters will offer cake, punch and 
festive entertainment compli
ments of the Del Webb Corpo
ration. At the Kuentz Recreation 

Center, entertainment is provided 
by Theatre West, the Organ and 
Keyboard Club, the Musicians 
Club and the Westemaires Cho
rus. Dr. Sasparilla's Red Hot Jazz 
Band will play by the Kuentz 
pool from 3 to 5 p.m. 

At the Beardsley Recreation 
Center ramadas, 12755 Beardsley 
Dr., crowds will be entertained 
by the Canyon State Western 
Band, and the Starlighters dance 

band will play at the R H John
son Recreation Center Arts and 
Crafts Village from 1 to 3 p.m. 

Various Sun City West com
munity clubs and organizations . 
join the celebration by sponsor
ing special events and open 
houses from October 17 to 30. 
Watch the next issues of The 
Wester for dates and times of 
specific events. 
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Eileen & harol d 

Pioneer settlers 
-Couple become first to move into SCW expansion 

By KATHLEEN WINSTEAD 
Sun Cities Independent 

Eileen and l-larold Haber love to 
move. 

Fourteen years ago, the couple 
moved to Sun City where they 
lived for five years before even
tually moving to Sun City West. 

"We've moved several times," 
Mrs. Haber says ... Every time Del 
Webb Corp. makes a new series, 
they upgrade the comfort factor." 

The couple µten found the new 
homes in the newest expansion 
area too attractive to pass up and 
purchased one - becoming the 
first homeowners in the area. 

They moved into a 1,643-
square-foot home, the "second 
smallest house" available in the 
Sun City West expansion area, 
Mrs. Haber says. 

'"I wanted a different layout and 
I chose this house because I'm 
very concious of the architecture," 
Mrs. Haber says. " I like the 
balance of this house on the inside. 
We had a liuJe smaller house than 
this and we wanted more space. 

" ... 288 homes 
have been sold in 
the expansion area 

as of Aug. 18." 

My husband loves to watch TV 
and sports and I don't like to 
watch sports." 

The couple say this is their last 
move. 

Martha Moyer, Del Webb's 
Community Relations Manager, 
says 288 homes had been sold in 
the expansion area as of Aug. 18. 

In August 1992, Del Webb 
broke ground in the Sun City West 
expansion area between 135th and 
151st avenues north of Deer Valley 
Drive. About 2,400 homes and 
6,000 new residents will comprise 
the 1,320-acre expansion area, Ms. 
Moyer says. 

Del Webb officials expec t 
development in the expansion area 
to be completed some time in 
1997. 

Photo by KATHLEEN WINSTEAOISun Cities Independent 

Eileen and Harold Haber, the first homeowners in the Sun City West 
expansion area, hold a "house• full of cookies presented to them by Del 
Webb Corp. officials. 



Moved in October 1978 
Story a. Photos, 
Ed Troch Navy, and they would 

Remember that old travel to many places 
saying, "The more things after · the war. It was 
change. the more they while living in California 
stay the same?" In doing that they decided to make 
this story about the first Arizona their home. 
residents who moved into We asked rf the many 
what we now call Sun earthquakes they endured 
City West. it just seemed in California was a 
to pop out at us. criteria in their move to 

There was a youngster Arizona. Ed smiled at the 
who was born and raised question. "No!" he told us. 
in the very vicinity of our "While living in Japan we 
Safeway store, who rode were in a big hotel when a 
his bike. and later horses quake hit. I was taking a 
and then drove the bath. and Clarice was 
proverbial pick-up truck. preparing dinner. The 
Little Louis is very much building shook so violently, 
a part of today's SCW. I was tossed out of the tub 
The small community onto the floor. Clarice was 
was then known as Lizard also thrown to the floor. 
Acres. and it included a and our dinner was all 
feed fot. the largest in over the place. Now. 
Arizona we were told. THAT was a quake!" he 

Then. along came a smiled. 
man and a dream. Del Along with the Wicks. 
Webb's concept brought Luman and Mary, they 
with it huge earth- have the distinction of 
moving machines. and being the first to "take 
the start of the sister city key'' in our popular 
of Sun City. We called community. They like it 
upon Ed and Clarice Uhl. so much. they said. that 
the first of two to accept they have never left the 
keys to their new residence. valley in all of their 14 
back in 1978. years as homeowners. 

Ed told us that he had Short trips. perhaps. but 
selected his model from no snow-birding. 
those in Sun City since Ed says that wife 
there were NO models to Clarice is an avid golfer. 
choose from here. Clarice hitting the links as much 
proudly showed us a as three times a week. As 
photo taken in the kitchen for himself, he said he has 
of her home. and pointed plenty to keep him busy 
to a pile of dirt just also. They no longer live 
outside her kit.chen window. in that original home they 
"This pile of earth later bought, having up
became R.H. Johnson graded their lifestyle, as 
Boulevard." she stated. have many others. 

Ed Uhl dreamed of just Meanwhile, that young 
such a place. after serving boy we mentioned at the 
a full 22 years in the Navy start of this article. has 
in the Submarine Service. since grown up, joined the 
He joined the Navy a few fire department, and is 
months before Pearl Harbor. now the commander of a 
and was just two days out group of firefighter/ para
of the Panama Canal medics right here in Sun 
when war broke out. He City West! 
met his wife while in the Now ... getting back to 
-----------. that saying about how 

The photos on this page some things never change. 
were gratlousty provided by C d f f d I 
the Sun Cities Area Hlstori- onsi er ... irst a ee - ot, 
cal Society. Ll1TLE LOUIS 

Continued on C4 

Little Louis · 
Still Apart of 
sew 
Continued from Page Cl 

NOW a Safeway store. 
From Lizard Acres to 
Sun City West. Then, a 
young boy named Louis ... 
now Capt. Louis Chappell, 
of our own Engine Co. · 
#34. 

Another saying comes 
to mind. "What goes 
around, comes around". 
Thanks to Der Webb! 

- --·· - - ----
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"Two-Timer" Still Going Strong 
Story & Photos, 
Mildred Baker 

:'.\1 ild red Told rian is a 
elf-styled ''two-time pio

neer". She and her husband 
Cla rence \\'ere pioneers of 
Sun Ci ty by virtue of 
mo\·ing there from Mil
\\·aukee June 20 . 1960. 
Ha\· ing been widowed. 
'.\l ild red moved to Sun 
City \\'est m October 
197 .._ . 

"I think I am the onlv 
"rn·o-timer left," she 
:-;le'; :es. 

She sta rted the Pioneer 
Club and was elected first 
president at i.ts first 
rne,::,ting- March 6. 19 4. 

Loise Copes, Don Tuffs, and Mildred Toldrian at Pioneers of Sun 
City West luncheon October 20, 1984. 

"l n 1978." she remin
!::-c:c-nc.:es. "the re was no 
rh:reat.1on center. no grocery 
::rore ... iust Crestview Res
tau rant and apartments 
for \·acationers. \\·ho selected 
homes from models in 
Sun CitY. Sun Cit\" West 
residents had passes to 
US(' c:enain Sun Cit~' 

restricted recreation center had anticipated. 
amenities". In the meantime the 
many Sun City residents Webb Company proYided 
speculated on Sun City outings. parties. and t rips 
West properties, paying fo r new residents. and 
water. garbage, and rec Mildred became a tour 
·center fees. Then when guide. 
housing suffered a poor She had been a resident 
buyi ng period. those mul- about three months when. 
tiple-house owners were TWICE A PIONEER 
not as fo r tunate as they Continued on Page Cl 

Twice A Pioneer 
Continued from Page 1 

in 19,9. she embarked on 
this new career. 

She escorted groups to 
\lountam Shadows !which 
"'as O\\'ned bv the Webb 
Company). For three years 
she di rected trips to San 
Dieiro. San Francisco. 
UiKe Tahoe . Laughiin. 
Canyon de Chelly. l\ogales. 
Las \"egas. \\' ickenburg. 
etc. At the \'u!tu re \ line 
tra,·elers were wa rned. 
"Don't step on the rau!t,.. 
-!:ai-.es'." 

"Thes.c> mp.,: ·.,·ere h1l!h!~· 
;;uo,;ic:: 1zeo b,· \\"eob ... snC: 
,:,xntain~. "and were ,·e:··: 
;,01rn1ar with res1cients".· 

\l. '.c rl'u the:1 became~ 
tour g-u1cie for . .\ . .\RP. 
.!'::1t!'.:""!~!! 1:~o :r:n~ i!1 L?l!'!1: 

:ino llnt·· n~d; ::ears. 
!: \\·ou1d be dif::n:I: to 

Mildred Toldrian. tooay 

i:nc another resident wn1 
na3 cuntr1i)uted so muc h 
o,·e!' ,;uc:: a ·.•:icie span o: 
t:m\." t" ,!H:' oni,oin:.r 
:)ro\!Tl'~~ or' Su:, Cii: 
\\",,:;: , . JIJrneerinl,!' at tnl 
,ov:,, no~111tal 1s no,,· i.ht: 
to:, P!'lo~·!l 1

: for ~l i!<1 ?·ed 
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1978, 
It took six years to 

happen, but happen it 
did! Del Webb purchased 
11,000 acres west of the 
Agua Fri a and north of . 
Bell Road in 1972. ]n 
February of 1978, ground 
was broken for the 
creation of our present 
community. Next week 
ushers in the ground 
breaking for the expansion 
of our community. But 
what of the land use prior 
to this mega development? 

For the most part, it 
was just desert. Home to 
the ground squirrels, 
jackrabbits, an assortment 
of snakes and of course, 
lizards among other native 
wild life. About 1800 of 
those acres belonged to 
J.C. "Charlie" Wetzler 
who started a cattle 
operation known as the 
Circle One Livestock Com
pany in 1945. It was 
basically a feed lot, where 
cattle are shipped from 
all over the country to 
fatten for market, some 
from as far a way as 
Florida. 

The name "Lizard Acres" 
was developed so that 
shippers could not mistake 
NEW SU 
Contined on Page Cl 

--------- - - ------

SUN CITY WEST, ARIZONA Aug. 6-12, 1992 

A New Sun Rises In The West 

- ----- - --- -- - ------- - - - -- - ----
-------

First Residents 

Clarice Uhl (I.) and Mary & Luman Wick (r.) join 
John Meeker to cut the ribbon that officially 
opens Sun City West. The photo is dated Oct. 
16, 1978. Today Clarice & Ed Uhl proudly 
display their 1st Citizen Plaque given them by 
the Del Webb Corp. 
(See "The Uhls" and more historic photos Section C). 

- - ---------
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Left are 
early visitors 

• from as far away 
• as Florida. Below 

a s ign on Grand 
- provides shade 

for a retiree in 
hopes of selling 
his car. 

A Nevv ~iun in The West 
Contin ue d from Page I 

their ca ttle's destination. out of raw dese rt the 
During its heyday, they heart of Sun City West. In 
were feedi ng as many ~ts the aerial view of that 
25,000 head at one time rough-out (Section C), a 
and were one of the real old-timer can d istin
nations largest feed lots. guish in that photo many 

I first met Charlie in famil iar sites. We've num-
19-72 when we were bered them 1 through 9. 
members of Trinity Episco- The first seve n are 
pal Cathedral at Central familiar structures, while 
and Roosevelt in Phoenix. 8, 9 and 10 are now 
He really took to our streets . The first three 
children, but until I people to come into our 
began r esearching this offices with all ten guessed 
story, I never knew he correctly will w in $15 
was the son of a pioneer cash. If you are a 
Ari zona famil y and had subscriber to The Wester, 
been working with cattle the pri ze money is $25. 
in Ari zona since 1920. Remember, you must 
Charlie passed away in guess all 10 to win the 
March of 1982, but had a prizes. We will repeat the 
chance to see the beginning.3 photo weekly until we 
of his new "Lizard Acres''. have three winners. Please 
In his memory, we still write your correctly num
have the tiny silve r bered answers from 1 to 
barbe l I he presented to 10 on a plain piece of 
our son Adam on his paper with your name, 
chri stenin_g- in Octobe'.' addres.s and phone number 
1974 at the Cathedrai. clearly printed and bring 
Thank you again Charli ,~ them to our offices during 
and thank you for Sun regular business hours. 
City West (well , at least Wester em ployees, sub
your part of it). contractors and membe rs 

So b_v Apr il of 1978 of the Sun Cities Histor ical 
carthmovers had car ved Soc iety a rc inelig ible to 

- - ------ -

win prizes. 

By September 1978, 
the first real bu ildings 
were taking shape and in 
late December, the grand 
opening of the Crestview 
occurred. Our waitress 
Monday nigh t , Re tha 
Simmons, was there and 
has been since , except for 
a brief sojourn back to 
Kings Inn. Retha remem
bered, "I don't remember 
a lot of the parties, but I 
do remember the winte r 
rains. Nothing was paved ... 
not the parking lots , not 
the streets ... nothing. We 
came to work a nd left in a 
sea of mud". She did. 
however, remember the 
beautiful ice sculptures 
that were prese n t at most 
of the banquets. 

Thi s is the first of a 15 
part se ries. Each week we 
will detail the next 
consecutive year through 
1992. Next wef>k , 1979. 

Should you have any 
rememberances of any 
year up to and includ ing 
1992, please share t hem 
wi th us at Th e Weste r , 

---- - ------ -- - - ---- - --- -

13540 Camino del Sol, 
Suite 15. Business hours 
are Monday-Friday, 8 
a .m. to 4 p.m. or you can 
phone us at 584-2992. 

Editors Note: "A New 
Sun Rising in the West" is 
a year by year anthology 
of the birth and growth of 
our community. It is not 
intended to be a historical 
reconstruction of Sun 
Ci ty West. Our interest is 
pure ly our neighbors 
remembrances and events 
that brought us up to 
today. We would like to 
acknowledge our own 
Joyce Salfi ngere for plant
ing the seed, our managing 
editor , Cal Snyder, for 
ma king it happen, our 
great writers for the 
stories, a nd you, our 
read e rs, for supporting 
us in what we do. Cal 
Snyder, our bionic editor, 
is in serious condition at 
Good Samaritan Hospital 
in Phoenix, so I took the 
li ber ty of getting this 
series under way. "I think 
vou'd want it that way 
Ca l". Your friend and 
publ ishe r , F rank Kahle r. 
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Sun City West pioneers 
celebrate . early days 

L •' 

'• -. . . . . ' 

By JENNIFER ARP sponsored bus tours of the 
Daily News-Sun staff Phoenix area and points of in-
. SUN CITY WEST - Hun- terest statewide. 

clreds of retirees flocked to the "That's what got people to
retirement community a decade gether," said tour bus operator 
ago in search of friendship and Mildred Toclrian, a pioneer club 
a climate conducive to year- founder who moved from Sun 
,round activities. City to Sun City West in Oc-

For the earliest couples to tober 1978. · 
settle into the first .dwellings on Toclrian, a Sun City Pioneer, 
Desert . Glen and Maplewood said she decided to switch 
Drives, Sun City West offered communities after her husband 
only a few' of the amenities it died. 
has today. "When you retire you can go 

"We didn't have any street any place you want to. I decided 
lights or anything. No swim- this (Sun City West) was for me. 
ming pools, no stores, nothing," I picked up all my good memo
rec all e d Dorothy Siek, ries and left all the sick (declin
president-elect of the Sun City ing health of her husband and 
West Pioneers Club. neighbors) memories there." .. , 

Siek joined 300 fellow pion- Asked what :lured her · to a 
eers at an anniversary dinner then-stark Sun City West, Kelso · 
Sunday night commemorating replied, "My husband's health, 
the 10th anniversary of the first a pioneer spirit and year-round 
settlement in Sun City West. country club resort living." : · 

It was a night for reminiscing Siek recalled I warming 1to a 
and saluting good friends and strong · sense of · camaratlerie 
neighbors who had since died. · when she first arrived in early 

Everyone at the dinner had 1979. 

' -
ally would like to see Sun City 
West incorporate. • · ·.•~ -~- . 

"I'd Hke to have control 
1

ove:r . 
what's coming in here," . she · 
said. · · ,: • :-

Other pioneers attending' Jhe: . : 
anniversary dinner at the Rlf. 
Johnson Social Hall said. · in
corporation was a bad idea .. : ; : : 

• I ..» I . 

"I'm very happy with the -w~y 

'You never went · :; :. : -
down the street whe're : : 
you didn't talk to ' . : · : 
everybody .. There w·f/S:. : 
a lot more friendliness · 
then because we were·-: · 
small, because we ·· · 
were stuck out here in. · 
the sticks with the ; : ·: · 
orange· trees and . 
cotton fields.' 

Dorothy:✓°s'i~k 
. president~elect 

Sun City West Pioneers Cfub 
settled in Sun City West by Dec. "You never 'went ·eiown1 the 
31, 1979 - the cutoff date for street where you didn't tafk to 
membership in the pioneers everybody," she said. "There ·· 
club. was a lot more friendliness then it is," said Ann Fischer, a piQn• 

Virginia Kelso was among the because we were small, because ee·r from Cincinnati, Ohio. ; :: ; : : 
first handful of residents to t k t h · th we were s uc · ou ere m e Ruth Siebert, a pioneer :who .. 
brave dirt roads and isolation in st· k ·th th t d IC s Wl e orange rees an moved to Sun City West when 
November 1978. t fi Id " .., co ton 1e s. · the golf course behind her home She recalled being · the first · · ·, " 
one to register for membership . Neverthelees, Siek -:s~id she "was nothing but mud," ,als:o 
in the fledgling Our Lady of the has enjoyed watching Sim City wants to maintain the status · 
Lourdes Catholic Church con- West grow. "I kind of think it's quo. 
gregation and being about sixth a good thing,"_ she said. · ~ · "I just feel there's no plac'~ o)l 
in line for a water hookup. Although the pioneers cli'.ib · earth like this. It's absolutely ri 

Kelso and other pioneers par- steers clear of political con-"·"paradise and it gets better ~U 
ticipated in Del Webb Corp.- troversy, Siek said she person- ~the• time." · • · 



VF PIONEERS AND EARLY YEARS 

. Wednesday, October12, 1988 SUN CITIES 
'.'(?,~~!~?/ ~~:!;~~-r?:!9~~d it in early 

SUN Cl1Y WEST - Mildred ·~ .. ~ 
Toldrian s!ced inu:, fier steak 
jabbed a piece with her fork the~ 

· paused before taking the morsel 
u:, her mouth. 

She gavt a slight smile and set 
the utensi: down. Her meal had 
been interrul)«!d several times u:, 
say hello to friends, give 8 hand 
pat t-0 peq,le as they walked by 
and finall), u:, answer a reporU!r 's 
~uesti~ns about the early days of 
Sun City West. Never mind the 

quicki; 'coo1i~ ~~ak·, ;h~· said: 
rt•assurir.gly. She'd be more than 
happy u:, refle<t awhile. 

Sitting around Toldrian were 
hundreds of other original set
tlers of 3un City West who met 
Sunday for a1 annual meeting 
.ind t-0 celebrate their commu
nity's !Ou, b1r1hday. 

days 

~. 

"""' 
-~ 

Toldnan is •ne of the founders 
of the Son Cty Pioneers Club. 
She said the ,roup got its start 
w11h the hel, of Del E. Webb 
Corp., the ctmmunity's devel
Op('r. 

··we all started back in 1978 
and ·79_ getting together for 
coffee and drughnuts u:, meet 
ix-ople and u:, :-.ave something u:, 
do. We didn't hive a rec center 
"• didn't have, 5"'1mming poi 
"e didn't even have a grocery 
,tore out here, :>ack then," she 

•• 
' .............. _ . 

said. 
About 2.000 p,ople moved inl-0 

the community form~ the first 
18 months Witiout any of the 
r....-reational faclities 1n place, 
the residents did a lot of visiting. 
Toldrian said. 

The early day, were fun but 
things in Sun Cit) West certainly 
~ot a linle easer when the 
Jmeni11es were finilly in place. 

It had been the second 
.o-round for Toldri111 m watching 

retirement commm1ty grow up. 
She also had bee, a pioneer of 

' un City. "I moved here June 20, 
1%0, and I moved nt-0 Sun City 
\'est on Oct. 20 1978. My 
usband had died aid I needed a 
hange," she s.,id. 

Toldnan t.00k a bite of the 

·, ~ ,.,,. 

"\ ~ 
-~1·~~-,~~ 

land rhot was undeveloped in 1985 west of the Sundome now is full of houses. 

steak and munrhr<I wl11lc• she 
thought. She turned her head 10 
survey the crowd th:it had come 
for this yrur's .:mhcnng "W<•'ve 
got about J,<XXJ mrmfwrs. nm,·. 
You can only belong if you moved 
in during 1978 ar.J 1979 Our 
numbers will start J.!Oing down 
more as time goes on, .. she s.1id. 

When asked about the future 
of Sun City West, she cocked her 
head in the direction of Sun City. 

"I think we can learn from 
whal they've experienced. The 
problems they have had." Told
rian said. 

Sun City r~sidcnts have Ix-en 
long been divided O\'N the is,ue 
of whether to incorporat.c. 

Del Webb Corp. removed itsclr 
from the c-ommunity once it was 
fully developed and the compa
ny's absence seemed u:, hent up 
the incorporulion dc•buto. There 
were othf'r contributing fncwrs 
such as a slow economy, causing 
an ebb in home sales, nn aging 
population nnd some concern 
over hm•mg tu rely on county 
officials for the planning of the 
rct1rcmcnt community. 

Sun City West still operates 
under the watchful eye of Del 
Webb Corp, whose officials moni
t-Or events thnt can affect the 
area. 

Toldrian has faith m the Sun 
City West Property Owners and 

Residents Association u:, help 
direct the residents 

A woman wheeled a cart of 
biscuita by her table and Toldrinn 
punctured • 1mt1U ono whh hor ~ 
forJc . 'Thi• i. • ,rroa1. pJ•co to,,.,., 
I think we have a special bunch 
of people here." 

Her praise of the community 
was echoed dozens of times by 
others at the meeting. 

Ruth Spielgelberg moved u:, 
Sun City West in 1979 from 
Maryland. "Everybody here helps 
everybody else. Everybody is so 
caring and so friendly. And the 
community is just beautiful and 
so clean," she said. 

John Spaulding, who moved 

Phoemx GozttUtt 

here JO ycnn, ago from ChK,t~•rJ 
nodded h,~ ht:nd u~ :!!the• ~pokC' '.,i 
wouldn't live any pl.ire else ... h,· 
said._ •. _ __ . _ _ . 

&.fwMN P into r mov•J lq 8"'" 
Ch.,, WNt- tn Un'i frert\ W..,,,,t,.,.. 
ter, Ill. " I got tired going to wvrk 
in the dork and com111g home ,n 
the dark," he said. 

But Ray White, a former Long 
Island, N.Y, resident, said 1l 
hasn't all been easy hvrng in the 
community. "Remember the I~ 
year-flood we had years ago'' I 
lost a pair of Jo;,fers I put them 
outside and when I went 1-0 get 
them, then were go1w The loaf
ers arc probably sl11l down ttwre, 
somewhere," he sa,d. 
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Pioneers to form in West 

A Sun City West Pioneer Club is being formed 
with the first meeting set for March 6. 

Anyone who mov~d into the community between 
Oct. 16, 1978, and Dec. 31, 1979, is eligible to join. · 

The organizational meeting and "get togetherJJ 
will be at 9 a.m. in ·Johnson Social Hall. 

Behind the 'Organizational effort is Mildred Toldri
an, who moved to Sun City West on Oct. 27, 1978_
"Being one of the first residents, a great many of my 
friends are also pioneers," she said. 

Del E. Webb Development Co. , in addition to 
providing her with the names of the first group of , 
residents, has offered to sponsor the organizational 
meeting. ' 

Pioneers of SCW 
Officers of the Pioneers of Sun City West 
are from left, Loise Copes, vice president ; 
Freida Schwartz, secretary ; Sol Rober ts, 

treasurer and Mildred Toldrian , president. 
Mrs. Schwartz is addressing invitations to 
the fir st luncheon at the Lakes Club on Oct. 

A12 NEWC: -SUN TUESDAY, MAY 29,198.4 

r / 

20. Membership is open to persons who 
resided in sew during 1978 and 1979.( News
Sun photo) 



: · Community's 2nd family hails $CW as No. 1 
· By ROSA De SIMONE here," Clarice said. Cities area since 1962, to see Clar 

D.ally News-Sun staff The Uhls were one of the first two ice1s mother and aunt who lived ir 
· · "No regrets." . couples to move to Sun City West Youngtown. 

Aftex:. ;.alm.ost ::1.5 5ea!S ~in .Sun:..-City _;:_O.ct .16, HFS~~ .;but eve~ ·back tµen,- ·:::.: Wihlle i:n-;·the ·"'.-area, they generall) 
West, Clarice and Edward Uhl said before the community had a recrea- stayed at the Kings Inn. But one yea1 
they can honestly claim complete tion center, they knew it was for the inn had ·no :vacancies - a prc-
satisfaction. . , "'"~'. __ ._ . . _ ___ 1 . • them . . , · d:i_cament that motivated the Uhls tc 

"I wouldn't live anywhere ·-else but · · They had ·been visiting the Sun See Couple embraces, D4 
- I 

f) 

Couple embraces SCW lifestyle 
. •· . ., . . . ,. 

-From Dl ice ·said. 
look into a new community to "Their first home was house 
be called Sun City West No. 6, the last -of Del Webb 

"We made a commitment Corp.'s first half-dozen built in 
here before we even consid- Sun City West on Desert Glen 
ered selling our place in (Al- Drive. · 
ameda) California because we During the building, the 
clearly ·saw the future," Ed- Uhls lived in Sun City - close 
ward said. -enough for them -to visit the 
· They sold their Alameda construction site. 
home and settled into Sun "You had to go over huge 
City West to live that vision. ruts and sometimes · you 

"I saw a new lifestyle - a couldn't make it because 
good future for workingp'e,P- there were -no roads," Edward 
pie because they could now __ Ji~id. . 
afford a new home in a new "Our view out of the back 
community;" Edward said. window was a dirt pile, which 

It was the opportunity to later turned out to be R.H. 
live in a "new community" Johnson .Boulevard," Edward 
that attracted the Uhls, Clar- recalled. 

Deirdre Hamill / Staff photographer 
. 1 ,, ays Clarice Uhl of Sun City West-

" I don't want 10 ever _hve any pdla~e e,,s~hl ~nd her husband, Ed, were among 
"The people are so friendly an nice. It d In 1978 
the first residents of the development when opene . 

31.J-J !}s,r f Gle..._ 

I 



scw-::piQneersf;> -<_ 

~,~~al I~: ~~f.~¥;·-.d.cJY~~:~,-
By ROSA De·SIMONii~? j(/ ///~/ I' 

~~y _Ne~s-S~n' s,t~//✓1/. · .. ✓1//--Y./ 
··, ~t , may not_ hav,e.,, J>~~JI: th.e~ Wjlc;l · 
West,·· but Luman1 · arid Mary . Wick .· 
were pioneers in, their own. right ~ - · 
they were amon,g thir'flrst 'settlers,.of·' . 
SunCityWest -· -·, ,• ,~· -· '/_. , ,_,. ,,: , _·:- _, _, . ·,,~~<i· 

• ' ~ j J - - ~ . .. .I • 

The Wicks, leavi~~ 'Topeka;· Kan:, , -~-<?~1
:--(,•' . t /,.' 

. behind_, ~~re on~ 9f.tp~-firs~ ,couples . t,ji~\1.jifii~I j ;(.<~f >::~; 
to move into Smt City West .on Oct . • ,}1;(2 

' 16, 1978. · -·· >- · -~; ,,- ', .., -/- -v;;. )"·• 
I ' ,' t •• / ✓• 11• ✓.' , • • ; .~• .f • /'4<-.ft 

: "I c'an refuemb~r . drivjng,. out on', . . ·:;:•;r}·~;. 
B~ll Road 'west' of _Sun City and look~-·: ,,~ ... , '",; ·. 
_in,g over, w~·e_re ~1:1i(91~.,'~~st y;as !<>~, 
be located al},d , it_ \\:'a~ a , ca~!e feed,. 
lot," Luman-said:' -"I; told· the (Rear~-, 
tor) who was with.me that 'no o/aY do::, 
I want to live · out there' and lie , . 
assured . Il;l~ .the ~l\~~ fee~ lot ;woul~ <. 
be taken away." ' ·. ·· ·,· •' . ·/ · ,· ;,,,:· ~~.d.f•f~H~ 

# ,' _.,. / ~ . ·"'/ • ..., . .. , . ,J,J#' • I • , - ,,✓ ;./', 

Althou·gh Ui~--' com'rriunity ·,.. was ·: 
somewhat . dese~d ., then, Lumah· , 
knew that would not last ~ · 

, 
"We we;e-'"info~·eci that Su_~ city'; 

·west would be larger than Sun City,,, 
which was then' 45,000," Luman said:. : 

"I knew that the city was supposed 
to be bigger than it is now, but I 
didn't know it would be north of 
here," he said refery-ing to the com-,. 
munity's· expansion . north- of· Deer· 
Valley Drive: . ·'. ,· ,·, ,' · · , 

Whether the expansion,' referred to 
as Phase II, was- a go-ahead., at . the 
original site south of Grand Avenue 
or north of . Deer', Valley . .-Drive; , ,• , . . . , ,· ... , - . . , . sttphenChemelr/DallyNews 
Luman said he had no gripes then or · Luman and Mary Wick moved from . .Topeko,' Kon:, to · be am~ng the f 
now. : '. : _ ~ ~- , ~ ·; , . ·. reside9t_s of ~-l!ii City West. · - _r'-;:( ,..· • ·,..>~/~ '. '. ; '., ,.. / < · 

----- --------------
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"T~o-Timer"Still Going Strong 
Story & Photos, 
Mildred Baker 

. . 

N 
~ 

Mildred Toldrian is a 
self-styled "two-time pio
neer". She and her husband 
Clarence were pioneers of 
Sun City by virtue of 
moving there from Mil
waukee June 20, 1960. 
Having been widowed, 
Mildred moved to Sun 
City West in October 
1978. 

~; ~ t 
I re" 
... ... "I think I am the only 

"two-timer" left," she 
states. 

She started the Pioneer 
Club and. was elected first 
president at its first 
meeting March 6, 1984. 

~~ 
Loise Copes, Don Tufts, and MIidred Toldrian at Pioneers of Sun 
City West luncheon October 20, 1984. 

"In 1978," she remin
iscences, "there was no 
recreation center, no grreery 
store ... just Crestview Res
taurant and apartments 
for vacationers, who selected 
homes from models in 
Sun City. Sun City West 
residents had passes to 
use certain Sun City 

restric~ r,ecreation center had anticipated. . ~ 
amenities . In the meantime the· ~ 
many Sun City residents Webb Company provided ~ 
speculated on Sun City outings, parties, and tr ips ~ 
West properties, paying for new residents, and 
water, garbage, and rec Mildred became a tour ~ 
center fees. Then when. guide. ~ 
housing suffered a poor She had been a resident 
buying per.iod, those mul- about three months when ,· 
tiple-hoµse owners were 1WICE A PIONEER -
not as fortunate as they Continued on Page Cl 

Twice A Pioneer 
Continued from Page 1 

in 1979, she embarked on · 
this new career. 

She escorted groups to 
Mountain Shadows (which 
was owned by the Webb 
Company). For three years 
she directed tr ips to San 
Diego, San Francisco, 
Lake Tahoe, Laughlin , 
Canyon de Chelly, Nogales, 
Las Vegas, Wickenburg, 
etc. At the Vulture Mine 
travelers were warned , 
"Don't step on the rattle-
snakes!" · 

"These trips were highly 
subsidized by Webb," she 
explains, "and were very 
popular with residents". 

Mildred' then became a 
tour guide for AARP, 
guiding 130 trips in eight 
and one-half years. 

It would be difficult to 

Mildred Toldrian, today 

find another resident who 
has contributed so much 
over such a wide span of 
time to the ongoing 
progress of Sun · City 
West. Volunteering at the 
local hospital is now the 
top priority for Mildred. 



Uhls record SCW firsts 
By KATHIE PRICE THEN, after a number of 

Staff Writer stays at the King's Inn, 
Clarice Uhl decided to they took a look at the 

preserve hers and husband model homes in Sun City. 
Edward's pioneer years in • , "What we saw decided it 
Sun City West in a special for us," Edward say's.- "At 
scrapbook. It's . the first , that time we knew. nothing 
time she's displayed of plans .for a Sun City 
mementos of a community West.,,. . · 
she's lived in. V-- They spent close to a 

But it's also the firsV-- year in their Sun City home 
time the Uhls have been before the move west. 
among the first residents. 
In fact, Clarice picked up 
the couple's key to their 
Desert Glen Drive home 
Oct. 16, 1~78.-It was the . 
same day the other "first" 
couple, the Wicks, picked 
up their key. 

Clarice proudly" ~isplays 
the key plaque · and , 
ceramic plate honoring-the 
couple as first residents. · 
But she is equally proud of. 
her scrapbook. She has the. 
ribbon cut at the first open-. 
ing ceremonies in Sun City -· 
West, pictures of their ' 
ho·use under construction, 
copies of activities calen
dars and other parapher
nalia. 

THE ·coUPLE has lived 
in Hawaii, Japan anc: 
California. Edward, in the 
Navy's submarine service 
for 22 years, also lived in , 
South America and Aus- , 
tralia. But he, originally 
from Chicago, and she, a , 
York, Pa., native, have 
settled µi Sun City West for 
retirement.· . 

When Edward retired 
from the ~avy in 1962 tl'le'. 
couple moved to Alameda, · 
Calif., in tlie east bay of the ' 
San Francisco, · Oakland 
area. · 

"California is hard to 
beat," admits Edward .. 

· "But · it is overcrowded 
"there. Too much of a rai 

race. It just wasn't a 
desirable retirement 
area." ' 

The Uhls had been visit
ing Clarice's mother and · 

''We decided to move to 
Sun City West because it 
would be closer to things of 
interest to us," Edward 
says. "Luke Air Force 
Base is ·closer and·so was 
Clarice's mother. It's a 
beautiful setting out here 
with the mountains all 
around." 

"WE LIKED the idea of 
being pioneers in. a new 

community, " adds 
Clarice. 
· When October rolled 
around Edward was in the 
hospital having a foot 
operation so Clarice mov
ed into the Sun City West 
home alone. 

"I'm used to it," she 
says. "Being a Navy wife 
you are alone sometimes. I 
had my neighbors from 

aunt in their Youngtown 
resicj.ence for 18 years. But · 
they say they " really · , · · Cit w t 
didn't look at Sun City on Edward and Clarice Uhl live9 in Sun City a year before movmg to their Sun Y es 

(/) our visits.'' home. The Uhls were one of two couples.to pick up sew key~. :: ~News-Sun ~h~~o~ 
~ \ • ·I •_' • I • , •· ....... •· -• -
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Sun City. Still, it seemed 
like a ghost town out there 
at first." 

The couple· completed , 
moving in late March. 
1:hey've spent most of thelr 
time like other new resi
dents, planting trees, re
upholstering furniture and 
buying drapes. 

CLARICE HAS found 
time to join the bike club, a 
bowling league and swim
ming daily. Edward enjoys 
occasional golfing and 
says he'd like to try out the 
jogging track. Both bike 
for three miles each even
ing. 

They are definitely satis
fied with their choice. 

"What you get for your 
money here is unbe
lievable," Edward says. " I 
can't believe so much 
could be had in view of 
inflation. The house may 
not be as well constructed 
as you find in Chicago or 
New York. But we don't 
need that here. Del Webb 
Development has made the 
transition very pleasant 
for us." 
· The Uhls selected their 

home site because of the 
wall along Johnson Boule
vard behind the lot. But 
when they moved in John
son Boulevard was onef 

· lane with no walls. 
"THERE was no 

construction on the other 
side of Johnson Boulevard 
either," recalls Ed:ward. 
"It's much cleaner here 
now because there was a 
lot of dust with construc
tion. The landscaping just 
completed on the duplexes 
has really enhanced this 
area. We're amazed at 
what's done every day." 

Clarice says she plans to 
use the library often. Both 
were at the library's open
ing. 

"I'll be happy when they 
finish the shopping 
center," adds Clarice. "We 
shop at the base com
missary but I always seem 
to forget something. The 

' grocery store will be right 
up the road from us.'' 



The Uh)'s Still Love 
sew 
Moved in October 1978 
Story a. Photos, 
Ed Troch Navy, and they would 

Remember that old travel to many places 
saying, "The more things after the war. It was 
change, the more they while living in California 
stay the same?" In doing that they decided to make 
this story about the first Arizona their home. 
residents who moved into· We asked if the many 
what we now -call Sun earthquakes they endured 
City West, it just seemed in California was a 
to pop out at us. criteria in their move to 

There was a youngster Arizona. Ed smiled at the 
who was born and raised question. "No!" he told us. 
in the very vicinity of our "While living in Japan we 
Safeway store, who rode were in a big hotel when a 
his bike, and later horses quake hit. I was taking a 
and then drove the bath, and Clarice was 1 

proverbial pick-up truck. preparing dinner. The 
Little Louis is very much building shook so violently, , 
a part of today's sew. I was tossed out of the tub I 
The small community onto the floor. Clarice was 
was then known as Lizard also thrown to the floor, 
Acres, and it included a and our dinner was all 
feed fot, the largest in over the place. Now, 
Arizona we were told. Tl-IA T was a quake!" he 

Then, along came a smiled. 
man and a dream. Del Along with the Wicks, 
Webb's concept brought Luman and Mary, they 
with it huge earth- have the distinction of 
moving machines, and being the first lo "take 
the start of the sister city key" in our popular 
of Sun City. We called community. They like it 
upon Ed and Clarice Uhl, so much, they said, that 
the fi rst of two to accept they have never left the 
keys to their new ~idence, valley in all of their 14 
back in 1978. years as homeowners. 

Ed told us that he had Short trips, perhaps, but 
selected his model _from no snow-birding. 
those in Sun City since Ed says that wife 
there were NO models to . Clarice is an avid golfer, 
choose.from here. Clarice hitting the links~as much 
proudly showed us a as three times a week. As 
photo taken in the kitchen for himself, he said he has 
of her home, and pointed plenty to keep him busy 
to a pile of dirt just also. They no longer live 
outside her kitchen window. in that original home they 
"This pile of earth later bought, having up
became R.H. Johnson graded their lifestyle, as 
Boulevard," she stated. have many others. 

Ed Uhl dreamed 'of just Meanwhile, that young 
such a place, after serving boy we me~tione_d at the 
a full 22 years in the Navy s~art of this ar~1~le, has 
in the Submarine Service. since grown up, Joined the 
He joined the Navy a few fire department, and is 
months before Pearl Harbor, now the commander of a 
and was just two days out group of firefighter/para
of the Panama Canal medics right here in Sun 
when war broke out. He City West! 
met his wife while in the Now ... getting back to ________ __, that saying about how 

The photos on this page some things never change. 
fhe:~~~g~~:~y!r~~v~~:f0~i Consider ... first a feed-lot, 
cal Society. LITILE LOUIS 

Continued on C4 

Little Louis 
Still Apart of 
sew 
Continued from Page Cl 

NOW a Safeway store 
From Lizard Acres t~ 
Sun City West. Then, a 
young boy named Louis ... 
now Capt. Louis Chappell, 
of our own Engine Co · 
#34: · . 

Another saying ·comes 
to mind. "What goes 
around, comes around" 
Tha-n·ks' to Del Webb! . 



VF - PIONEERS 

Mrs . Edward Uhl ; John Meeker, Del E . Webb De ve lopme nt Co. president; and Mr. 
a nd Mrs. Luma n Wick wie ld oversized scissors to accomplis h the ribbon-cutting 
whic h w elcomed the Uhls and Wicks as first Sun City Wes t res ide nts. 

(N ews-Su n P hoto) 
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est 
opens 

Sun City West's population reached 
four Monday - and growing. 

The first Sun City West -residents 
received their house keys after a short 
ceremony featuring remarks by John 
Meeker , president of Del E. Webb 
Development Co. 

" The shaping of Sun City West will be 
a cooperative venture between the Del 
E . Webb Development Co. and new 
residents," said Meeker. 

"We will encourage positive interac
tion between Sun City and Sun City West 
people," he added. 

THE CEREMONY concluded with the 
cutting of a red, white and blue ribbon 
stretched between two barbecue grills. 

Those grills were later presented to 
the first two couples moving to Sun City 
West , Mr. and Ms. Lum an Wick of 
Topeka, Kan., and Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Uhl of Sun City . Uhl was unable to attend 
because he is recover ing from recent 
foot surgery. 

" For several months we have been 
developing facilities; now this new com
munity will begin developing personality 
because, as has been stated on many oc
casions in the past . people make the 
community," said Meeker . 

THE WEBB president said that new 
Sun City Westers will organize civic, 
recreat ional and cultural groups with 

the assistance of Webb " and we hope 
that of Sun City." 

The developer also will hold coffees, · 
potlucks and picnics for Sun City West 
newcomers to become acquainted, Mek
ker said. 

In addition to the barbecue grills. the 
first Sun City Westers received a special 
clock plaque and the promise of beef for 
their first cookouts on the grills. 

WEBB OFFICIALS said Sun City 
West's population will reach 30 by the 
end of the first month, although con
struction still continues in the area. 

A total of 1,191 houses, 302 garden 
apartments and 326 vacation apart
ments are under construction in the first 
phase of Sun Ci ty West, Webb officials 
estimated. 

About 80 units ar e being completed 
each week.with a projection that 900 
units will be finished by the end of the 
year. 

The $6 million Johnson Recreation 
Center is under construction, as does the 
6,800-seat Sundome indoor theater, 19 
model homes, a restaurant and two golf 
courses. 

Webb proj ects about 32,500 residents 
in Sun City West's first phase, located 
north of Grand Avenue. They estimate 
total cost of the five-year project al 
about $1 bil lion. · 
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The Wicks discovered a new refreshing drink when they moved to Sun City° West 
from Kansas a year ago. Mary pours some sun tea when Luman gets home from the 
golf course. · (News-Sun photo by Rick Smith ) 

Wicks. Were first . . . 

to move to sew 
By KATHIE PRICE 

Staff Writer 
Their home is a cool 

pastel green brightened 
further by large islands of 
lush green grass in the 

· ·front and back yards. 
Sheer mint colored drapes 
lend a cooling atmospher.e 
to the interior as senti
mental objects and anti
ques warm the rooms. Step 
off the long lanai and you 
see similar neatly land
scaped yards in both direc-
tions. · 

, Mary and Luman Wick 
. still have the only house on 

Maplewood Drive with 
· grass, but there was a time 

recently that they had the 
only house. The Wicks-are 
the first residents of Sun 
City West. On Oct. 17 they 

will be celebrating thefr 
first year in their Arizona 
home. 

When they first saw Sun 
City West their property 
was filled with grazing cat
tle. Even after they moved 
in, "we were in the middle 
of a desert'' says Mary. 

JOHNSON Boulevard 
was only- a two-lane road 
and only two streets of 
homes were near com
pletion, adds Luman . 
There was nothing south of 
Bell Road, he says. North 
of the Wicks' house con
struction was in varying 
stages. 
· " It was eerie but not 
frightening to be all alone 
out here," Mary says. "We 
do have friends in Sun City 
but we had no phone at 
first and didn't even know 

· l)pw to get to a hospital. " 
The , Wicks sp·ent their 

first week in a garden 
apartment. Their home 
was supposed to be ready 
Oct. 1 but was delayed. The 
following six months was 
filled with getting settled, 
buying draperies, land
scaping and Just becoming 
familiar with the area. 

"WE WERE too busy to 
be lonely," Mary says. 
" But I almost over
powered our first neigh
bors, who like us, were 
from Kansas . The people 
who have moved into Sun 
City West are lovel v." 

The Wicks, in their 60s, 
are originally from 
Topeka. They shopped 
around for a retirement 
home before selecting Sun 
City West, touring Florida, 
Ca 1 if o rn i a a n-d the 
Brownsville, Texas, area. 

"But we felt we belonged 
here," says Mary. "I feel 
you either like desert liv
ing or you don't. California 
real ·~state was very in
flated. And we didn't want 
to have a dual residence 
because we wanted all our 
things in one place.'' 

Luman, a former Frigi
daire division manager, 
retired in 1974. Mary had 
reti red several years 
before from her job as a 
Frigidaire home econo
mist. They took time to ad
just to retirement. 

"WE DIDN'T come out 
here immediately after 
retiring," Mary says. "By 
standing back and taking a 
look at ourselves and 
Luman still working part 
time, we were more wise 
as to what we wanted for 
retirement. " 

Like many who migrate 
to Arizona, the Wicks were 
leaving behind bitter and 
severe winters. Luman's 
open heart surgery re
quired that he get regular 
exercise. 
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"I haa to. go to shopping 
malls and walk around 
durin~ the winter for my 
exercise," says a now well
tanned Luman. "Now I 
play golf a lot, swim and 
play pool. We wanted to be 
able to enjoy the winter 
time." 

Besides his sports, Lu
man ls on the Property 
Owners and Residents 
Association board. He feels 
it is- needed· because 
!'there's a lot that we can't 
do as individuals.'' 

MARY HAS1 taken an 
interest in ceramics, but 
neither of them is an ac
tivf ty fanatic. Yet they 
appreciate what the com
munity has to offer its 
residents. 

"We're still the same 
people as before," Mary 
says. "We enjoy being to
gether at home a lot but 
we also enjoy goin~ out. 
Still, it's just not m my 
nature to schedule activi
ties. The couple behind us 
is busy all the time." 
_ "There's something for 
everyone," agrees Luman. 
"You · can do something 
every hour. If · you can't 
find anything you're hard 
to please." 

The rapid growth of their 
new community has im
pressed the Wicks. When 

_ they. attended ~ the first 
social events ,only 10 to 15 
houses were inhabited, 
says Mary. · 

"THEN suddenly I didn't 
know anyone," she laughs. 
"I kept saying 'where did 
they come from?' It is 
amazing when Y.OU look 
back . at th~ progress. 
There werE: more 'For 
Sale' signs than you could 
shake a stick ' at, but now 
they're all gone." 

The Wicks arrived in Sun 
City West knowing ·there 
would be no. shopping ·cen
ters or even a recreation 
facility for a wl}ile. While 
they are happy to see 
stores going up, the situa
tion hasn't really bothered 
them. 

"We knew it would only 
be temporary ,,,_ says 
Luman. "We do have a 
freezer where we can stock 
up. But it's not much fur
ther to drive than when you 
live in the city." 

The couple say they 
never planned to be the 
first residents. It just hap
pened that way. 

"We saw a model home 
in Sun City then picked a 
different floor plan,'' 
recalls Mary. "Then they 
sent us a map to pick out a 
lot. Another couple picked 
up their keys the same d~y 
we did but we moved m 
first. How many people to
day are the first residents 
of a town and then have a 
private city all to them
selves?" 

THEY FIND their neigh
bors in Sun City West J?Ore.. 
content than those m a 
working community• 
Luman says it's _becau_se 
the tension of earnmg a hv
ing is gone. 

''People here are 
basically very happy," 
adds Mary. "They're very 
relaxed and it's a different 
perspective. They can use 
time rather than time us
ing them. I find because · 
we're without stores near
by that we all borrow 

• more, like oleo or a cup of 
sugar.'' 

The Wicks, who are fas
cinated w1th history, plan 
numerous\ sidetrips to 
parts ' of Arizona. They 
want "to feel like residents 
of the state.' ' 

" We're the kind of 
travelers who take time to 
read historical markers," 
Luman says. 
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B-14 Sun., Jan. 8, '78 

The courtyard of the Sun Drome Theater planned at Sun City West. 

Sun· City West started 
Construction has 

begun on Sun City West, 
which someday is ex
pected to have 75,000 
residepts, nearly two• 
thirds more t han the 
original Sun City a mile 
to the easL 

The Del E. Webb 
Development Co., sub· 
sidiary of Del E. Webb 
Corp. of Phoenix, said 
the new community's 
first phase will encom· 
pass ~700 acres that 
will eventually accom• 
modate 32,500 residents. 
The total site is 13,000 
acres. 

The original Sun City, 
now nearly completed, 
has 8,900 acres and 42,· 
000 residents. Begun 18 
years ago, Sun City 
today is the largest 
resort-retirement c om• 
munity in the nation 
and one of the best 
known. 

Sun City also is Arizo
na's seventh-largest city, 
and includes 10 golf 
courses, six recreation 
centers, six shopping 
centers, a 7,500-seat out
d_oor am phi theater, a 
baseball stadium used 
by the Milwaukee 
Brewers, and Walter 0 . 
B"_pswell Memorial 
Hospital, a modern, 250· 
b.ed faci lity. . 

Work underway is fo· 
cused on buildin•g the 
main and arterial 
streets in Sun City West 
and preparing its main 
core area. 

The core area will fea· 
ture a recreation center; 
commerc ial buildings; 
vacation special apart· 
ments; model homes and 
sales complex; the Sun 
Drome, a 7,000-seat 
theater, and an 18-hole 
golf course. The devel· 
oper said 2.4 million 
yards of soil will be 
moved to make way for 
the sunken golf course. 
The master plan for the 
entire first phase has 
been approved by Mari· 
copa County and devel
opment will proceed 
without interruption, -
the company said. 

In addition to the 18· 
hole golf course in the 
core of Sun City West, 
the first phase will have 
five other 18-hole golf 
courses, two other 
recreati on ce n ters, 
three neighborhood 
shopping centers, six 
a·dditional commercial 
sjtes for gas stations 

Upon completion in 
seven to. nine years, the 
first ·phase of Sun City 
West will include hous· 
ing valued at about $817 
million. It will include 
l'.71000 housing units, ap· 
proximately 65 percent 
aI which will be single
fJmily dwellings and the 
remaining 35 percent , 
condominiums. 

and financia l institu
tions, a hospital, fire 
station, cemetery and 
more than 10 church 
sites. There also will be 
a medical and profes
sional office complex, 
and an area for nursing 
home and extended-care 
facilities. 

The developer pre
di cted that Sun City 
West will "have great 
economic impact on the 
Phoenix metropolitan 
area." 

"During first-phase 
construction an impact 
estimated at $662 mil· 
lion will be made on the 
construction trades and 
areas directly or indi· 
rectly affected," sa.id 
John W. Meeker, presi
dent of Del E. Webb 
Development Co. 

"Constructi on and 
related areas will pro• 
vide jobs for approxi• 
mat ely 55,588 workers 
over the projected 
development period." 

Meeker said that, in 
addition, a need will be 
generated for ab out 
2, l 00 jobs in retail and 
service areas and 
another 350 jobs in the 
admi nistration and 
professional areas such 
as la w, finance, health 
and medical fields. 

Meeker also n oted 
that, like Sun City, the 
new community w ill 
provide millions of d ol· 
lars in new taxable 
wealth to Arizona and 
Maricopa County. 

Total assessed va lua
tion of the completed 

1 
phase I master plan is 
estimated by Meeker to 
be $101 million (in 1976 
dollars) based on cur
rent assessing criteria 
and a development pat· 
tern as specified in the 
master plan report. 

He said it is estimated 
that 80 percent of the 
residents of Sun City 
West w ill come fr om 
other states. 

Since moving to 
Arizona, Sun City resi• 
dents have created tax 
revenue through the 
purchase of automobiles, 
boats and recreation 
vehicles, he said. The 
1,300 such vehicles 
parked in the Sun City 
recreational storage 

. compound are valued at 
around $12.5 million. 

Valley National Bank, 
in the November 
"Arizona Progress," re
ported the average per· 
person expenditure for 
retail goods and serv
ices by Su n City resi
dents was $3,830 in 
1977. With its present 
42,000 population, Sun 
City's economic impact 
on the county and state I 
exceeds $1 5 2 million I 
annually in retail sales I 

alone, Meeker said. 

Bank deposits in Sun 
City represent 4. 7 per• 
cent of a 11 deposits in 
the state, and savings 
deposits r epresent 13. 3 
percent of savings state
wide. Combined, t he 
company said, these fig
ures represent more 
than $800 million. The 
funds go for construc
tion financing and auto 
and personal loans 
throughout the state. 

Meeker said these sav
ings, purchases and tax 
revenues will continue 
to expand as Sun City 
West is developed and 
Sun City reaches its esti· . 
mated 48,000 capacity 
with completion of 
homes sold in 1977. 

"We are optimistic," 
Meeker said. "The re
tirement market is a 
fast-growing industry. 

"That per iod of life 
we like to refer to as the 
bonus or elective years 
can be looked forward 
to with anticipation - a 
time of beginning again, 
another commence
ment." 
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, Pioneer resident enjoys Sun Cities 
By DEBBIE L. SKLAR 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY WEST - Pioneer 
Johnny Appleseed may have 
made his mark in American 
hi sto ry by scattering apple 
seeds, but Mildred Toldrian, a 
pionee r of a different kind . 
prefers to spread the Golden 
Rule. 

'·My parents always told me 
to clo unto others as you would 
want done to you," said Told
rian , one of the first home
owners in both the Sun Cities. 
·•1 live by the Golden Ruic and 
have made that my motto." 

The 88-year-old Wi sconsin 
native narrow!~· missed being 
the firs t homeowner in both 
Sun City and Sun City West. 

·'The first person moved 

into Sun City at the end of 
April 1960 a nd I moved in 
June 1960," said the former 
em ployee of Oster man
ufacturing, the kitchen ap
pliance company. ··rn Sun City 
\Vest it happened aga in ; I 
moved in on Oct. 20, 1978. and 
the first person in the com
munity moved in on the 13th. 
After my husband died I 
wanted a change and that's 
why I moved to Sun City 
West. " 

Toldrian said she and her 
husband moved to Arizona 
because they wanted a drier 
climate. 

"When people complain 
about the heat, I don't let it 
bother me," she said. "I love 
the heat and tell people that's ► See Woman recalls, AS Mi ldred Toldrian is a Sun Cities pioneer. 

Woman recalls _communities' past 
■ From A1 
why came lo a warmer 
climate." 

Arizona with its sprawling 
desert and hot temperatures 
is nothing new to Toldrian·. 

"I came to Arizona in 1932 
to tutor some kids in Tucson," 
said the former Milwaukee 
elementary school teacher. "I 
had been out here in 1932 on 
a job to tutor s ix children in 
the Tucson area. Actually, it 

was on Oracle Ranch for two 
months. I was tutoring some 
kids and I matle up my mind 
then. I would be back some 
day" 

Sixty-three years later and 
Toldrian is back and happy to 
be in the Valley of the Sun. 
She enjoys living in the re
tirement community because 
of the many activities offered. 

"There's so much to do 
here, it's hard to become 

bored ," she said with a laugh. 
" I like crafts, swimming, 
walking and I 've volunteered 
more than 3,200 hours at Del 
E . Webb Hospital," she said. 

As for the ever-changing 
commu nity, Toldrian said she 
has seen both Sun Cities un
dergo alterations. She is not 
happy about the recall efforts 
to oust three board members 
from the Recreation Centers 

of Sun City West Governing 
Board. 

"You' ll find rabble-rouse rs 
wherever you go," she said. 
"People are the same all over 
the world. I just believe in 
keeping a positive attitude 
like my mom and dad taught 
me. They said to follow the 
Golden Ruic and that's the 
way I've lived my life. I've 
a lso tried to ingrain it in my 
children so f'ar it's workc<l ." 


