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MEETINGS 

SCW seeing big returns· 
on investment 

Portfolio 
consultant. 

examines. 'big 10 
percent' growth 

in one year 
By Steve Stockmar 
INDEPENDENTNEWSMEDIA 

The Recreation Centers of 
Sun City West's relationship · 
with its investment group 
has paid off in the past three 
years, literally. 

Keith Guido, senior 
investment consultant 
with Vanguard Institutional 
Advisocy Services, 
presented an update during 
RCSCW's general manager 
operations meeting on 
March 5 in Sun City West, 
reviewing the three years 
since the board joined 
with Vanguard to boost its 
investment portfolio. 

The numbers show 
RCSCW's capital reserve 
funds continue to grow. 

In three years the value has 
seen a growth of 52 percent, 
Mr. Guido presented. The 
biggest growtp came over 
t.he past year, which showed 
a 10.4 percent jump in one 
calendar year. 

The current capital 
reserve sits at $18.4 million. 

The 10.4 percent growth 
is . so much, Mr. Guido 
explained, that the board 
shouldn't necessarily expect 
that particular trend on a 

. regular basis. 
"This is my opportunity 

to manage expectations 
going forward," he explained 
during his presentation. 
"When we see that big 
10 percent number in a 

Keith Guido. Vanguard senior investment consultant. presents to the governing board during a general manager 
operations meeting on March 5 in Sun City Wesl [Steve Stockmar/lndependent Newsmedia] 

year, and you have equity 
returns that are double 
what you historically see, 
we don't anticipate that 
going forward. The next 
five (years) aren't going to 
look anything like the last 
five is what we've been 
communicating to our 
investors." 

When the board 
restructured its portfolio 
with Vanguard three years 
ago, Vanguard moved to 
structure the investments 
to be more market-oriented 
with a little more risk than 
the certificates of deposit 
(CDs) that made up much 

of the previous portfolio, Mi: 
Guido noted. The goal was to 
generate positive real rates 
of return that at least were 
greater than inflation. 

'"lb put that in perspective, 
when you first came aboard 
and agreed to partner with 
Vanguard, the way the 
portfolio. was structured it 
was CDs and a lot of cash . . 
Even worse back then, if 
you will, very low-return . 
generating assets. I think 
cash was close to nothing as 
the Fed was still at zero with 
rates," Mr. Guido said "The 
point is, you were generating 
negative real rates of return. 

That was our comment to 
you from how the portfolio 
was structured. Inflation 
was stripping out all the 
yield on your CD portfolio." 

The strong returns of 
the past three years have 
not, board member Bryan 
Walus noted, changed t he 
board's belief in conservative 
investing. 

"It's a reminder that 
5.2 percent is a very, very 
wonderful number," Mr. 
Walus said. "But it's also 
being generated with a 
reasonably · conservative 
portfolio." 

» See Meetings on page 53 
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Board member Marion 
Mosley agreed. 

"When we generated the 
policy for this thing about 
four years ago, we said it 
was going to be extremely 
conservative," he added. 

Incoming board member 
Jim Young, who will be 
seated to start his term, 
alongwith GeorgeKuchtyak, 
on July 1, posed a discussion 
for changing up part of 
the board's investment 
strategy. (Barbara Senefeld 
also will begin her term 
July I, although the board 
appointed her to a seat early, 

on Feb. 22, 
when board 
member 
Dean Cross 
stepped 
down.) 

Mr.Young, 
Marion Mosley a former 

b o a r d 
member, noted that the 
policy is structured so 
that the board can spend a 
maximum of 20 percent on 
any one fund in a portfolio 
that encompasses, in Mr 
Guido's words, "thousands" 
of stocks. Mr. Young would 
like the board to explore 
changing that 20 percent 
threshold. 

"We've had to sell some 
in the past, re-liquidate a 

• 

good fund, to 
be in a lower 
fund because 
of our 
percentage," 
Mr. Young 
said. "And 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
GM Operations Meeting: 1:30 
p.m, Monday, March 26, governing 
board conference room 
Board Meeting: 9 a.m., Thursday, 
March 29, lecture hall 

Bryan Walus it really is Mike Whiting pointed out 
ridiculous thenatureoftheinvestment 
w h e n portfolio. 
we have .. "We don't actually use 
thousands. these funds, we invest 
I think we them," he said. "Keeping 
need to (the money) where it is is 
review that the right thing, I think." 
20 percent." 

Mike Whiting M r 
Mosley said 

the board could further 
discuss the issue down the 
road. 

RCSCW general manager 

Steve Stoclanar can be 
reachedat623-876-2567 or 
~ewszap.com. 
Continue the discussion at 
yourvalley.net. 



Independent Newspapers/Rusty Bradshaw 
Lakeview, left, and Mountain View recreation 
centers were identified for major renovations in 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City long range 
plan. Mountain View, wilti a price tag of $9.5 mil
lion, Is scheduled for 2020 and Lakeview, at $8.4 
million, Is penciled for 2022. · 

Kore RC SC renovation 'in store 
19 million added to PIF 
>ng range capital plan 

y Rusty Bradshaw . 
dependent Newspapers 

N:
th an increased preservation and 
improvement fee, the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City Board of Direc

rs is now eying major renovations at two 
ore recreation centers and moving for
ud on an.other golf course project. 
During its next regular meeting - 9 a.m. 
ursday, May 28 at Sundial Recreation Cen
·, 14801 N. 103rd Ave. - the board will 
ns1der adding renovation · of Mountain 
!W Recreation center, 9749 N. 107th Ave., 
d Lakeview Recreation Center, 10626 W. 
underbird Blvd. The board will also con-

sider moving a renovation 
of the South Golf Course, 
11000 N. 103rd Ave., pro 
shop forward a few years. 

The three projects will 
add $19.5 million to the 
RCSC long range plan bud
get through 2022. 

"M?untain View and Gene 
Lakeview were _on the l~ng Westemeier 
range plan with holdmg 
numbers until we got more concrete infor
mation," said Dan Schroeder, RCSC board 
president, during the board's May 11 mem
ber/director exchange meeting. 

In ·addition the board will consider mov
ing $3 million from its unrestricted operat
ing fund to the restricted PIF capital reserve 
fund. The action will bring the reserve fund 

to $5 million, the goal of 
building the fund annually 
that began four years ago: 
RCSC annually transfers 
$500,000 from PIF into the 
reserve fund to build it up, 
but if it agrees to fully fund 
it from operating funds the 
annual transfer will not be 
continued. 

Dan 
Schreoder 

Gene Westemeier, for
mer board member, disagreed with the 
proposal. He believes the annual buildup 
should continue. 

"There are other things the $3 million 
could fund," he said. 

Resident Les Bedney was disappointed 

See Plan - Page 7 
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Plan 
Continued From Page 1 

the decision to add items to the long range 
plan are done by the board with no com
mittee or resident input or knowledge. Mr. 
Schroeder said discussions about the long 
range plan are conducted during board 
work sessions, .which are secret meetings 
closed to· even cardholders. 

"That smells kind of funny to me," he 
said. 

Mr. Schroeder explained that when time 
for the renovation projects draw near, RCSC 
will conduct town hall meetings to gather 
resident input. 

"You should be more transparent," Mr. 
Bedney said. 

Board member Ida Eisert called for the 
board to reinstate the Long Range Planning 
Committee for discussions of future projects. 
Mr. Westemeier, who chaired the commit
tee for several years, agreed. He added he 
believes the PIF remains too low. 

"There are so many things that have to 
be done," he explained. 

Ms. Ek, RCSC general, manager, said the 
$3 million transfer to the PIF capital reserve 
fund is from funds left over from the previ
ous year. 

"We budget conservatively with our 
revenues and aggressively with our costs 
specifically to make sure we have enough 
to stay out of debt," she explained. "We op
erate under budget and money gets carried 

forward each year." · 
There were residents who wanted even 

more added to the long range plan. Sev
eral requested an upgrade of the Lakes 
EasVWest Golf Course, 10433 W Talisman 
Road, snack shop. Vance Coleman, former 
RCSC board member, called the existing fa
cility totally inadequate. 

"I think the money is there (for the reno
vation)," he said. 

Resident Christy Stafford believes the 
snack shop patio needs to be enlarged. 

"You are losing revenue because of peo
ple who don't stay and eat and drink," she 
said. 
News Editor Rusty Bradshaw can be reached at 

623-445-2725 or rbradshaw@newszap.com. 
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GOLF 

Attracting golfers remains RCSCW goal 
By Tina Gamez 

DAJLY NEWS-SUN 

Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West officials have made 
it clear they want to attract 
more golfers to the commu
nity. 

But that marketing plan 
has caused a negative reac
tion that some RCSCW offi

RCSCW Flnanclal Plan 
The RCSCW financial plan can be 
viewed at: http://scwaz.com/wp
contenl/uploads/2015/03/Budget· 
Packet·Proposed·Plan·J.29.15·ver22. 
pdf and there will be two more 
budget presentations on 1:30 p.m. 
Monday in the R.H. Johnson Social 
Hall, and 6 p.m. Tuesday in the R.H. 
Johnson Lecture Hall. 

cialssaywas spawned by news called people that apparently 
stories. took this article, two articles 

Board Treasurer Jnn Young actually, that were in two dif.. 
said those articles indicated ferent papers, much the same, 
the Recreation Centers "were and I disagree with the theory 
out soliciting different ethnic that you send people to South
groups" as part of its cam- ern Florida to try to get golf
paign to attract golfers. ers, especially when it's noted 

"I don't think we are inter- that they should be minority 
ested in soliciting any ethnic golfers." 
group;'Youngsaid "I think we Mosley told Roff: "lhearyou 
should be soliciting golfers;' loud and clear, and! can under-

Director Jack Steiner crit- stand wbyyou think that way. I 
id.zed how the issue was pre- can assure you that when Katy 
sented in the reports and that (O'Grady) was giving her pre
"discussion has resulted in lots · sentation, she was telling us 
andlotsofphonecalls,emails where the golfing market is 
and other people coming right today. She's saying, 'go target 
directlytothedesk(inthe)as- golfers!Thatwasher~ 
sociation membership office, itwasn'tthatshewassoliciting 
complaining about the arti- any particular category of an 
cle." individual, except for golf." 

Resident Dennis Roff, who Roff responded: ''Well then, 
spoke at the general manag- both of these articles are to
er operations meeting Mon- tally off base the way they're 
day, said: "I'm one of those so- written, because they both say 

absolutely clearly by two dif
ferent people, that this was a 
focus of this whole presenta
tion of we're going to go after 
minorities, especially Hispan
ics, and I think she mentioned 
some Japanese and some Chi
nese or whatever, and wom
en." 

Director David WI.I.son said 
he didn't have a problem with 
General Services Officer Katy 
O'Grady's presentation. 

"It was an excellent presen
tation, and it should give all 
ofus on the board something 
to think about and, obvious
ly, it has given the communi
ty something to think about," 
Wtlsonsaid 

''Hallelujah that the commu
nity is thinking about some
thing that's a solid propos
al coming from staff. I don't 
downgrade that a bit." 

Wtlson said O'Grady is ad
dressing the future of seven 
golf courses in the communi
ty. "I thought she did an ex- J 

traordinarily good amount of 
research," and ''this has been I 
a long-time comin&" 

Roff said he is "all for hav- j 
ing golf courses that are busy, 
busy, busy. The busier the bet
ter; the less money we have to 

worry about generating." 
Because of O'Grady's mar

keting efforts, golf has gone up 
in the community, said Recre
ation Manager Cindy Knowl
ton. "If we hadn't done those, 
where would we be?" 

General Manager Mike 
Whiting said the Rec Cen
tershas tried some marketing 
through the Internet, direct 
mail, newspaper and maga
zine ads and billboards. 

While homes in Sun City 

W~se~ within 60 days, tho 
coming mto the communi· 
"don't golf as much," said , 
rector Diane Cheney. ".AJ 
yet, what are we going to , 
to pay our costs for our gc 
courses?" 



Recreation Centers of Sun City West Swan Program assistant coordinator Cher Peterson loosens a protective sheath Monday evening so she can treat the 
injured foot of Prudence, a swan at the program's rehabilitation area at Trail Ridge Golf Course. (Jeff Grant/Daily News-Sun] 

sew swan program suffers 
rash of coyote, bobcat attacks 

. 
By Jeff Grant 

DAILYNEWS-SUN 

Aseriesofbobcatand coy
ote attacks has killed a half 
dozen birds from the com
munity's signature swan pro
gram this year. 

"Our program has taken a 
hit," said Debbie Walus, one 
of a number of volunteer 
swan feeders. 

Sun City West's location, 
witbinamileofundeveloped 
desert where coyotes are 
plentiful, makes their pres
ence an accepted part of life 
in the community. But this is 
the first time in memory for 
a bobcat attack on a swan, 
according t.o Jackie Van Og
trop, wildlife services cootdi
nat.orfortheRecreation Cen
ters of Sun City West. 

"We've had two bobcats 
in the area for years. They 
roam," she said 

But what has prompted 
the attack is anyone's guess, 
accordingt.o ¼nda.Lambert, 
public information officer 
with the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department. 

"Coyotes and bobcats are 
so urbanized; they are wild 
but very adaptable to living 
in urban areas," she said 

While coyote attacks are 
fairly common, it is not of
ten a swan is victimized by 
a bobcat. 

"Coyotes would be a bigger 
risk to recreational game; it 
is an extremely opportunis
tic al}imal," Lambert point
ed out. 

Meanwhile, the bobcat, a 

fierce hunter, prefers small 
game such as mice, squirrels 
and rabbits. Rabbits are what 
most likely drew the bobcats 
intothecommunity,Lambert 
said "If it did see other food 
sources (like a swan), it's OJr 
portunistic. It's a hunter." 

Sun City West's swans, in
troduced into the community 
around 20 years ago, reside 
on Jakes near the communi
ty's golf courses. The most 
recent incident last weekend 
left an adult female named 
Girdie dead near Hole No. 
7 on the Trail Ridge Golf 
Course. 

RCSCW General Servic
es Officer KatyO'Grady said 
the other deaths from bob
cat attacks this year were a 
female swan at Echo Mesa 

Golf Course and two males 
at Trail Ridge Golf Course. 
Separate coyote attacks left 
a male adult and a male cyg
net, or young swan, dead at 
Grandview Golf Course, and 
an adult female dead at Trail 
Ridge, stated O'Gradyin an 
email. 

Aseventhswan,Prudence, 
survived a coyote attack at 
PebblebrookGolfCourse but 
is undergoing rehabilitation 
for a bite on one of her feet. 

The deaths left the pro
gram with 23 adults and 
four cygnets born during 
the 2014 nesting season be
tween the end of February 
and late May, according to 
VanOgtrop. 

Coyotes routinely roam 
» See Wlldli1e on pag,eA6 
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the community, and Yvonne 
Marshall, a former swan 
feeder who spent 15 years 
with the program, said at
tacks on swans are noth
ing new. 

"We have had them before, 
but not to this degree:' Mar
shall said. 

Despite calls from some 
residents, including Walus, 
to request the fish and game 
department to send person
nel in to remove the coyotes 
and release them elsewhere, 
such a move is not an option, 
said Lambert and others. 

The department typically 
dispatches removal crews 
only if there is an ongoing 
issue involving attacks on 
humans. 

"If they're not causing a 
problem with people, Game 
and Fish lets them be the 
wildlife they are and live 
their lives," she said. 

That position was echoed 
by the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City West. 

"Our policy remains to let 
nature take its course:' said 
Van Ogtrop. "Ifwe remove 
them (bobcats or coyotes), 
others will come to take their 
place:' she said. 

Lambert suggested fenc
ing in the swans, but RC
SCW officials said that 
would not work. 

A number of the lakes the 
swans call home have islands 
where the birds can avoid 
wild predators. rn· addition, 
they can and do sleep on the 
water, said Cher Peterson, 
the program's assistant co
ordinator. "They can float 
for hours," she said. 

Late last year, there was 
discussion of phasing the 
program out due to lack of 

This bobcat was spotted by residents near Deer Valley Golf Course in Sun City West Friday, the weekend an adult swan was attacked and killed by a wild animal 
believed to be a bobcat. [Photo/Recreation Centers of Sun City West) 

volunteers who are tasked 
with feeding and caring for 
the birds as well as keep
ing an eye on them. At the 
time, criticism emerged 
from some residents who 
felt the birds' wings should 
not be clipped. But clipping 
the wings ensures the swans 

will not fly away. 
Publicity on the program's 

plight drew a strong commu
nity response to the volun
teer roles, and kept the pro
gram going. 

RCSCW officials and the 
Game and Fish Department 
are renewing their calls to 

the public to discourage coy
otes, bobcats and other wild 
predators from making their 
presence felt in the commu
nity. 

"Make them feel unwel
come," said Lambert. "Don't 
leave fountains on or water 
dishes out, don't leave pets 

outside, especially at dawn 
and dusk when the coyotes 
and bobcats like to roam, 
and pick up excess bird feed 
and orchard fruit." 

The public also is remind
ed never to feed coyotes, bob
cats or any wild animal. 

"It's iJJegal," noted Lam-

.. 1.·m nor; (1/roza Jor 
my safety. 17:tm reaJJ.y 

concerned about 
grandchildren, who 
might see one of these 

bobcats and think 
'vWzat a nice-looking 

cat,' and try to pet it. I 
don't want to wait until 

we have a tragedy." 

bert. 

Yvonne Marshal 
former swan feeder 

The department and Rec
reation Centers suggest 
making a coyote or bob
cat feel very uncomfort
able if they're seen roam
ing about. 

"Use a garden hose or Su
persoaker on them, yell at 
them, make a lot of noise," 
said Lambert. 

Van Ogtrop suggested 
shaking a can filled with 
small rocks to make noise. 

A presentation on co-ex
isting with wildlife can be 
found on the department's 
website at www.azgfd.gov/ 
urbanwildlife. 

Still Walus and Marshall 
urged officials to take some 
type of action against the 
coyotes and bobcats. 

"I'm just afraid they're go
ing to attack some older peo
ple or pets," said Walus. 

"I'm not afraid for my 
safety," added Marshall. '"I 
am really concerned about 
grandchildren, who might 
see one of these bobcats and 
think 'What a nice-looking 
cat,' and try to pet it. I don't 
want to wait until we have 
a tragedy." 

Anyone wishing to volun
teer with the swan program 
can contact Jeanne Moore 
at 602-670-1679. 



RCSCW 
plans 

sm.aller 
swan 

progrrun 
By Jeff Grant 

DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City West's swan pro
:ram, which has placed sev
iral of the graceful waterfowl 
,n lakes within the commu
lity's golf course for years, is 
:oing to get smaller gradual
y in the years ahead. 

Program operators say the 
nove will allow easier man
tgement of the birds follow
ng a series of coyote and bol:r 
:at attacks that have killed a 
lozen swans in 2014. 
The reductions will even

ually bring a present total 
,f 22 swans down to 14 - a 
,air at each of the seven golf 
'Ourses operated by the Rec
eation Centers of Sun City 
1/est, said Jackie Van Ogtrop, 
tCSCW's wildlife services 
oordinator. • 

Officials stressed they are 
1ot eliminating the swans. 
''It will be easier to manage 

. smaller number of them. 
f we can manage them bet
er, hopefully we can protect 
hem better;' said RCSCW 
¾eneral Services Officer 
~ty O'Grady. 

-

A swan drifts across a pond at Deer Valley Golf Course in Sun City West Tuesday morning. [Jarod Opperman/Daily News-Sun] 

Van Ogtrop said a swan can 
live up to 30 years in captiv
ity, so if wildlife attacks are 
kept to a minimum, it could 
take several years before 
the reductions are fully re
alized. 

Swans that die either by 
predatory attack or natural 
causes will not be replaced. 
In addition, a number of eggs 
laid each year during breed-

ing season will be addled -
causing the fully developed 
embryo to lose viability -
then placed back in the nest 
Addling can involve shaking, 
freezing or coating with an 
oil to prevent the embryo 
from getting oxygen. The 
wildlife services program 
did not specify the method 
to be used. Addling has to be 
carried out in a way that will 

notchangetheappearanceor 
feel of the egg, otherwise the 
motherwill laynewones. Van 
Ogtrop said past addling ef
forts have been successful. 

Much less successful have 
been attempts by the Rec 
Centers to sell some of the 
cygnets, or baby swans. 

"For the last couple of 
years, there hasn't been a 
good market," said Envi-

ronmental Services Man-ZJ 
ager Todd Patty, whose di-r
visfon includes the swa~ 
program. 

The price of a swan varies:-C.. 
but the differences do notap-~ 
pear to be wide. { 

Mallard Farms, a smallG 
farm in western Tennessee,ij) 
which raises a number of I 
waterfowl, lists the price of ( f) 

» See Swans on page A2~ 
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A swan drifts across a pond at Deer Valley Golf Course in Sun City West Tuesday morning. [Jarod Opperman/Daily News·SunJ 
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RCSCW requests increase in dues 
MITCHB.l VANTREASE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

A $15 increase in membership dues is 
part of the proposed 2012-13 budget pre
sented Tuesday to the Recreation Centers 
of Sun City West governing board. 
. RCSCW staff unveiled the $23.3 million 
budget to the board at RH. Johnson So-

cial Hall, where a small group of residents 
were in attendance. 

Roger Lansbury, RCSCW chief financial 
officer, said the proposed spending plan 
is up 4 percent from last year's budget of 
$22.4 million. 

Lansbury said the budget reflects the 
continuation of current seIVices. 

To accomplish that, membership dues 
would increase 4 percent from $370 to 
$385, providing approximately $375,000 
in additional revenue. 

Golf rates will rise by $1 per round, 
about 4 percent, and asset preseivatlon 
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provement projects .. ------- -·--
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Everett Leader of Sun 
City West waits to tee 
ott at Stardust Golf 
Course. On Tuesday 
Sun City West voters 
rejected three bylaw 
proposals which 
could have changed 
the way the 
recreations centers 
maintain the 
community's golf 
courses. 

sew residents say election 
didn't divide community 

MITCHELL VANTREASE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Tom Bell said the 
Sun City West board 
and bylaw election was 
"a good demonstration 
of democracy." 

"I don't think it 
caused a divide here, 
obviously. from the 
turnout. If anything. 
this just shows that 
we want to keep things 
the way that they are 
and work on positive 
change." 

On Tuesday, Sun 
City West residents re
jected the bylaw pro
posals. which would 
have severely restricted 
the fiscal authority of 
the governing board. by 
up lo a 6- l margin. The 
election marked the 
largest voter turnout 
m the community·s 33-
year history. More than 
15,500 people voted in 
the election. 

Ron Gliot said the 
uproar over the bylaws 
united Sun City West 
residents and will prob
ably make the govern
ing board manage com
munity affairs more 
wiselv. 

·rin sure this 1?:ives 

the board a message to 
watch the budget and 
their spending," Gliol 
said. 

Newly elected govern
ing board candidates 
said they're prepared lo 
take office J uly 1 and 
hope time will smooth 
some frazzled nerves 
created by the conten
tious election . 

Marion Mosley, Da
vid Wilson and Nolan 
Reed won election to 
the board. 

Mosley said he's 
ready to begin work, 
hoping to bridge such 
issues as lack of com
munication between 
the board and commu
nity - an issue tha t 
came to light in a re
cent survey the board 
commissioned Arizona 
State University to un
dertake. 

"There are many 
things to improve upon. 
but overall we don't 
have a problem, just 
that we need to man
age our association and 
facilities better." Mosley 
said. 

Wilson. who is the 
chairman of the Sun 
Citv West Fire Board 

NICK COTE/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Sun City West residents Milt Bloom, left, and Everett Leader 
weigh in on the impact of Tuesday's election in Sun City 
West while waiting to tee ott at Stardust Golf Course. 

until the end of the 
year. said the de(eat of 
the bylaws "really does 
send a clear message 

· that the people know 
what they want (and) 
that the board better 
be responsible with the 
budget. I guarantee you 
now that people are go
ing to be watching us 
for a while." 

Milt Bloom, a golfer 
and resident, said this 
year's election "held 
people accountable and 
let others know they do 
not want change." 

"It was an unbeliev
able election, but we 
love it here and don't 
want any change but 
accountability," Bloom 
said. 
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: meeting of the board at Sun City West ·residents 

riiAllY•NEW~ ' .. ,.. · Palm Ridge Recreation vote,on theJI).. ·. , 
1 \,- ~o~ ·than 50!) people Genter, RCSCW General , "T:hts ·permanently fin
, ' ~erled Frtday afternoon ··-Manager Mike Whltiog pacts the quality of life 
, '!i,s • · ttie -Recreation Cen- urged people to vote no on al,orig with every member 

iers of Sun Clt;y West staff all ,three bylaws. -. ,, as:- well as every club,• 
. atid -goverrung board' ad- · · Whiting discu~ed the Whttbjg.said. ' '· 
dressed concerns and "nuts and bolts" of. the· The thi-:ee prop_Ql!Cd bY
questions about-the three three changes, · which lawchangeswlllappearon 
proposed bylaw changes were written by a group of the March 27 ballot_ along 
up for a vote next month. petitioners who gat,hered 

During the · _s~ial l.000 signatures to ·have UIIYUMU 
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;~'..::::;.!.' · ,.. .... ,. ·• ·•·-...... 1 RCSCW ofllcjals 
Saturday, February 11, 201j have said for weeks the 

· - • • I bylaw changes would 

BVI., A 1ws :1 change the iare or the 
1 I Lrl , communlty. . 

· ' Officials said -there 
· · ' ' would be a $1 roil· ·· 

111111 U _ ., . · \ lion cut 1n the budget 
with candidates for the , and the closure of-two 
governlng board. I golf courses if the vot• 

Er.nie Prindle, a gov- I ers approve the bylaw 
ern1ngboard candidate . change requiring the 
and former chleffinan- , re~eatlon, golf and 
ctal officer for R(?SCW, bowling dMslons·to be 
led the effort to gath· self-supporting. 
er signatures for the I Supporters of · the 
changes to make the bylaw changes have . 
ballot •and . ts the only I said that is not nee- · 
'candidate supporting essarily the case and 

· them. · · I the lntent is to control . 
Prindle chose. not tQ s~d!ng-

_comment at the associ· ! . In addition, RCSCW . 
atlon's forum. . , officials -also question · 

. "'This is clearly their i the w!Sdom of limiting 1 
show and that's what owner member dues to . , 
they were going for." he 8 percent. when• state. 
said. "We will have our I Jaw ailows for 20 ~- , 

.say on Monday.· I cent $J1d RCSCW by-
On Monday froln Jaws already lllllit any \ 

10 a.m. untl} .noon at , 1ncrease to 15 perccnl 1 palJii Ridge Rec Center, I Whiting said he l 
the • Daily News-Sun wanted to ~pel som~ 
wtll conduct a forum at , rumors "that · ha".!; 
w)).lch proponents and been floating around, 
opponents of the bylaw I 1ncludlng specu]a
changes will be ques- ! tlon that membership 
t1oned by newspaper 1 dues will go up $425 
ed!tors, by 2014. Whiting said 

The bylaw changes , annual dues are fro
include voter approval zen for the next three 
for capital Im-prove- , , , i, • l : 

ments ,of more than \ 
$100.000 and an 8 
percent cap on annu-
al membersh1p dues. 
But the major revtslon 
would make the golf, 
boW}l:ng and recreation 

. divisions self-support
ing. 

years. . . If Yo1 Go 
ln addition, Whiting : . · 

said It's not true that WHAT: Daily News-Sun forum 
30 percent of i:esidents on proposed Sun City W~sl 
Uve below, the poverty , ' bylaw changes 
line ID Sun City West. WHEN: 10 'a.m. to noon_, 
According to l.J,S. Cen- . Monday 
s~s.flgures, 3·5 percent WHERE: Palm Ridge 

. are below the level. · · 1. . If' approved, Whiting , Recrea 10n Center, )3800 W. 
said the three bylaw Deer Valley Drive. 
cllangea would have INFOAMATl~N: Daily Hews· 
severe effects. partlc-· _ Sun editors will discuss the 
ularly the change to issues with proponents and 
make the recreation, opponents of the. changes. 
·golf and bowling divi- Sealino ls limited. 
slons self-supporting. 

" 'When you make 
them pay for 'them
selves, then tha,tmeans 
everything, Including 
the fact that we would· 
have to charge rent to 
all of the clubs or add 
user fees eve!)' time 
you use any facilities,• 
Whiting said. ~It's more 
than just golf and bowl
llig that wtll be affected 
by these bylaws.· . 

. Jack Steiner. gov
erning board secretary, 
displayed a tapestr}" 
made by his wife that 
he likened to Sun City 
West. , 

"No person gets ev
erything that they want 
and if you vote yes' for 
these bylaws you're· de-·. 
stroytng the. tapestry of 
this community." 

During the public 
portion of the ·meeting 
Richard Brust. who 
~upports the · bvlaw 

changes, said it Is un
fair that no one -pre-. 
sented that side at the · 
meeting. · 

"'The membership 
<;lues keep gotM up, 
only for all of these golf 
courses that we don't 
even use anymore.· 
said Brust, who was 
booed after his com
ments. 

Teny J-lanlll)ail; vice 
president of the board, 
said he's always con
cerned about the rise 
of dues but he believes 

· "staff Is controlling the 
cost and urges people 
to vote 'no'." 

~All c?f th~ bylaws 
are financial Issues 
ana the board is0 do-. 
Ing. their t>est work 
on- these Issues to 'do. 
just tha1; said Ed Van 
Cott. another board of 
director. 



RCSCW 
board 

• examines 
age-limit 

exemptions 
MITCHELL VANTllfASE 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West governing board will look 
Into establlshln~ a policy to lift age 
restrictions for certain caretakers 
who might want to live in the com
munity. 

Board president Dave Moeller 
said during Monday's operational 
meeting he believes there are cer
tain ex~ptions to the rules allowing 
people to live in Sun City West, and 
he would like to see a policy in place 
detailing what they are. 

As an example: A 52-year-old 
I caretaker requested to stay in the 

I 
home of h1s mother, whom the in
dividual took care of while she was 
sick. But the woman who owned the 
house eventually died. 

The caretaker asked to stay in the 
house as a resident, even though he 
did not meet the age requirement of 
55. 

"I didn't see any reason why he 
couldn't stay, being that he's really 
close in age." Moeller said. 

The board of directors unani
mously agreed with MoelJer. 

"It's important that we send a mes
sage out to residents that we have 
something in place. We don't have a 
policy or guidelines for a family who 
might want to stay here, 1f their foved 
one dies," he said. "In this case, it's 
OK because that person is almost at 
the age to officially live, but it might 
be different if they were 30." 

Moeller said he would a like a com
mittee to eventually come up with a 
policy to place before the board for 
a vote. 
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RCSCW drops age J 

restrictions on golf 
ERIN TURNER 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West governing board has teed 
off against a trend of decreasing 
golf rounds and declining revenue 
by extending golf privileges to resi
dents of West Valley communities. 

The board voted at a regu
lar monthly meeting Thursday to 
change a bylaw and subsequent 
policy that had previously restricted 
outside play for golf to senior resi
dents of neighboring age-restricted 
communities. 

The removal of the wording "age 
restricted senior" from the bylaws 
means residents of communities 
such as Peoria or Glendale can golf 
in Sun City West. 

A subsequent change to golf pol
icy added a category for "outside 
play" and gives the general manager 
the authority, with board approval, 
to establish parameters for non
resident participation. 

The change stems from declining 
golf rounds and the desire of asso-

SEI Gllf, 15 



Park lets 
• canines 

mingle 
Dog ow ners enjoy 
hound-haunt jaunt 
By MIK P, GARRETT 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY WEST - lt"s a 
lail -wagger"s paradise lhat 
brings ow ners and their dogs 
together for some old-fashioned 
~oc ia I izi ng. 

lloi:t;i~ Park 's social hours 
are 6:30 lo 7:30 a.m. and 5 :30 
to 8 p.m. for its estimated 100 
d~il,r human visitors and their 
150-or-more canines. 

The unique park is al the fo r 
east end of R H. J ohnson Rec
reation Center's north parki ng 
lot just south · of the sunken 
tennis courts, 19803 R. H. 
Johnson £llvd. Many Sun City 
\\"est pet owners there say they 
have ne,·er heard of a park 
designed especially for dogs. 

" We have to get a directory 
because we all know each other 
and our dogs' names," said 
Marlene Jones, n daily visitor 
to Uuggic Park with her two 
Shih Tzus, Rex and Charlie. 

,Jones said lhe park was Cr<!· 

ated from leftover land during 
construction of the R.H. John
son ce nler in the late 1970s and 
has hcl'n embellished since. 

She credits Edith Weinberg, 
longtime Sun City West resi
dent and current "dogsitter" for 
out-of-town pet owners, fo r gel• 
ling the recreation centers to 
in stall several park conven
iences over the years. The park 
now has drinking fountains, 
street lights, a fake fire 
hydrant and a water hose to 
wash ofT the dogs. Benches are 
located at regular intervals. 

Jones said most regulars visit 
Ooggie Park twice a day. They 
occasionally schedule special 
events like lhe annual New 
Yea r·s Eve bash (with all t he 
tri111mings) when the owners 
get just as rowdy as their dogs. 

Jones said Marie l\lcl<ay, 88, 

Wednesday, Sept. 2 , 1992 Daily News- Sun, Sun City , A riz . 

Francu Guarino/ Dally News Sun 

Dick Sohn o f Sun City West relaxes with Winky and Snooky, below, at R. H. Johnson 
Recreation Center Tue sday. So hn moved fro m Palmdale, Calif., last year and visits the 
doggie p ark three time s a day. 

invited more than 50 Sun City 
West Ooggic Park regulnrs lo n 
big birthday bnsh for J .J ., her 
pekingese. 

She said that John and Ber
nie Hambrook met al the park 
and were later married. " He 
had Robbie, she had Nicky and 

now they arc part of the fam
ily." 

For every dog, there is a 
story of how it got there. One 
owner estimated that at least 
half the park regulars are re
claimed strays who have found 
a new home. 

"When it's lime to go to that 
park, all I have lo say lo my 
guys is 'wanl lo go to the 
parkie, parkie' a nd boom, 
they"re in the car," J ones said. 
"When I open the car doors, 
they 0y out of there. 

See Pets, pals, A5 
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Pets, pals 
share outings 
1n SC West 
- From A l 

"One guy comes in his golf 
car and his golden retriever 
starts barking halfway down 

·• the parking lot, jumps out and 
runs over there." 

Leashes are optional at Dog
gie. Park. Dogs a re allowed to 
run fn,e along the concrete 
paths along the lush land
scaping. Owners are asked to 

-_ carry pooper scoopers to clean 
.:, up any messes their dogs leave 
·. behind. 

Elyse Holland, comes every 
morn ing and evening with 
Schmidt, a giant schnauzer. 

"Several people have told me 
when they moved here from 
places like Minnesota that their 
dogs became really distressed." 
Holland said. "But thev started 
to br ing them to the dog park 
and they really perked up and 
adjusted." 

She said the park has several 
people and dog gathering spots, 
incl uding a dog notice bulletin 
board posted on a park tree. 

Leonard Cohn, said Sasha. 
his miniature schnauzer, has 
made a lot of friends at Doggie 
Park during her twice daily vi-

. sits. 
Arlyne Melton also brings 

Charlie and B.J.. her Bichon 
Friezes (Canary Islands natives) 
·to the-park twice daily for 45 . 
minute stops. "They just love it 
here. Charlie chomps at the bit 
when l say we·re going to the 
Doggie Park. He can 't wait to 
get out of the car." 

Barbara Stutz said Daisy, her 
terrypoo, has been coming to 
the park every day since she 
and her husband moved to Sun 
City West last October. 

"We couldn 't believe that 
something like this was here.'· 
Stutz said . "We didn't know 
anybody whe n we first moved 
here and no" have met so 
many nice people. The dogs 
greet each other Ii ke thev 
ha ven·t see11 each other for ~ 
year 



VF Rwc Cen t ers General sew 

The Arizona Republic/THE PHOENIX GAZETTE Fri., April 17, 1992 

"Loss of shuffleboard courts tied to low·usage 
By Lori Baker 
Staff writer 

complex_ to express their displeas
ure. 

SUN CITY WEST - A savings 
of as much as $382,320 will result 
from the conversion of space 
occupied by five shuffleboard 
courts to other recreational facili
ties, according to an architect 
hired by the Sun City West 
Recreation Centers Inc. 

the rec centers' ad'lisory board, 
said the decision of the expansion 
study committee to eliminate five 
of the 10 indoor shuffleboard 
courts was "not based on cost or 
dollars." He said it was based on 
the low usage of the courts. 

"The decision, however, did re
sult in operating cost dividends," 
Spence said at an advisory board 
meeting Tuesday. 

Spence was asked to explain 
how and why the decision was 
made to eliminate five shuffle
board courts, a move that has 
sparked complaints from shuffle
board players. 

The shuffleboard courts take up 
9,558 square feet, totaling more 
than 95,000 cubic feet - more 
than five average Sun City West 
homes, Spence said. 

"Multiply your heating and air · The board's decision to remove 
conditioning costs by five and the five courts to make room for 
you'll have a rough idea of the more bowling lockers and five 
costs to heat and cool the shuffle- more billiards tables has stirred 
board area," Spence said. controversy among shuffleboard 

The architect estimated that, by · players. The lockers ~ be~g
reducing the number of courts to moved to make way for SIX bowling 

d · , h lanes to be added at the RH. five an usmg that space ,or ot er J hnso S rts p viii 
purposes, the recreation centers O n po a on. 
would save $334,500 to S382,320, Shuffleboard players have been 

"We would like the lockers to be 
moved instead to outside the 
entrance of the Johnson's sports 
building and it would not be 
necessary to take our courts 
away," said Ruth Stewart, a shuf
fleboard player. "We're adding 
new members every week, includ-

But Harry Spence, a member of Spence said. picketing Del Webb's model home See SHUFFLEBOARD, Page 4 

SHUFFLEBOARD _____________ _ ~ F~ro~m~Pa=ge~1 
ing - the Arthritic Club, which 
recently started using our courts." 

Stewart said the picketing will 
continue. 

The Advisory Board recom
mended expanding bowling and 
billiards facilities in the sports 
pavilion because of Del Webb's 
proposed expansion of Sun City 
West. Also, the Sun City West 
Uhrary and Stardust Theatre will 
be enlarged, and there are plans 

- for a new IS-hole championship 
golf course and a new recreation 
center in the expansion area north 
oL Deer Valley Drive between 
135th and 151st avenues. The 
Governing · Board, which is con
trolled by Webb, approved the 
recreation facilities plan. 
''Chuck Roach, general manager 

of Del Webb's Sun City West, said 
Webb would build five outdoor 
shuffleboard courts if it is demon
st~~ted that there is an increased 
demand for the courts. But shuffle
board players have said they do 
nqt :,vant to play outside. 

Where shuffleboard 
courts now exist, a row 
of five tables will be 
added to the billiards 
room_ Also, the sports 
pavilion manager's 
office and lockers will 
be moved. 

Reduced demand 
Spence said the use of shuffle

board courts over a six-year period 
has averaged 745 sign-ups 
monthly. 

Although Sun City West's popu
lation has grown from 13,600 in 
1986 to 19,950 in 1991, member
ship in the Shuffleboard Club has 
remained about the same. There 
were 150 members last year and 
currently there are about 120 
members. Spence said. 

The shuffleboard courts in the 
Sports Pavilion are open 90½ 

hours per week. For the 10 shuffle
board courts, that is an average of 
3,846 hours of available playing 
time each month. Reducing the 
number of courts to five would 
mean 1,923 hours of available time 
for shuffleboarding. 

Besides studying Sun City West 
shuffleboard usage, Spence said 
the expansion committee visited 
Sun City, to review its shuffle
board operation. Although Sun 
City has a population of 44,000, 
courts at three of its recreation 
centers are not being used. The 
Bell Center and Sundi!il Center 
have 18 courts, with a combined 
sign-up average of 967 players per 
month, Spence said. 

But there has been an increase 
in demand for billiards and bowl, 
ing, he said. 

Where shuffleboard courts now 
exist, a row of five tables will be 
added to the billiards room. Also, 
the sports pavilion manager's of
fice and lockers will be moved. 

Bowling lockers are important, 
Spence said, because they allow 
bowlers to store their 16-pound t.o 

IS-pound bowling balls. At a rental 
rate of $12 annually for 1,200 
lockers, the recreation centers 
raise $14,400 in revenues, which 
are used t.o offset other operating 
costs, Spence said. 

Spence said Advisory Board 
members are looking at the needs 
of the "t.otal community." 

"Each club deserves its fair 
share of valuable recreation center 
space," he said. 

Shuffleboard players have 9,558 
square feet for about 120 members, 

Spence said. 
In contrast, the Computer Club 

has more than 700 members for 
550 square feet of space. The 
Rhythm Tappers have about 200 
members and some of their mem
bers go off-site for lessons. Many 
even practice their dancing in a 
garage. 

"The Bocce Club has more than 
800 members and enjoy their 
outside courts. Their participation 
is far and away much higher than 
the shufflers," Spence said. 
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Recreation facilities are key components 
at Sun City West; population now 19,000 

Del Webb's Sun City West, 
under construction on 5,700 acres 
northwest of Phoenix and two 
miles west of the original Sun 
City, carries on the lifestyle con
cept created by Del Webb thirty 
years ago. 

The community is now more 
than 75 percent completed with 
19,000 residents. 

The recreation flagship is the 
$14 million R.H. Johnson Recre
ation Center, featuring tennis, 
bowling, swimming, bocce, minia
ture golf, padded walking track, 
par course, a physical fitness facil
ity, an arts and crafts village;_ a 
social hall for exercise classes, 
ballroom dancing, meetings and 
other social activities, and more. 

The $5 million Beardsley Park 
Recreation Center, featuring a 
large outdoor area for evening 
concerts and the $5 million 
Kuentz Recreation Center, sport
ing a full size softball field, offers 
additional activities for residents 
and their guests. 

For golfers in the family, Hill
crest Golf Club is the only Sun 

Cities course available for public 
play. Owned and operated by Del 
Webb Corporation, the course 
wanders through 179 acres of 
undulating hills, well-bunkered 
greens, yawning sand traps and 
spectacular water holes. Hillcrest 
has served as the five-time host 
of the Senior PGA Tour, and two
time host of the LPGA Tour. For 
information and tee times, call 
975-1000. 

Other courses available for res
ident play include the private Bri
arwood Country Club and the 
five courses operated by the 
Recreation Centers of Sun City 
West, Inc. 

Like residents in Sun City, Sun 
City Westers must join the Recre
ation Centers, paying an annual 
membership fee of $106 per per
son listed on the deed to their 
home. An annual golf pass offer
ing unlimited play on the fi ve 
recreation center operated cours
es costs $625, equating to $4 a 
round based on the scenario of 
playing three times a week. 

The community also features 

complete shopping and medical 
facilities. More than 80 service 
and professional businesses cater 
to the needs of the residents and 
those from the surrounding areas. 
Virtually everything is available 
including restaurants, clothing 
stores, groceries, beauty salons, 
travel agents and the like. And, 
the 203-bed Del E. Webb Hospi
tal and affiliated medical campus 
provide for the health care needs 
of the community. 

New hom~s built by Del Webb 
are still available in Sun City 
West. The Model Home Pavilion 
is located at 13323 Meeker Blvd. 
and is open from 8- a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. Buyers may choose from 
a current offering of 20 model 
homes spanning in price from the 
high $60s to more than $200,000 
and ranging in size from 1,038 
square feet to more than 2,790 
square feel. For model and com
munity information phone 975-
2270 or 800-341-6121. 

Potential buyers may sample 
the Sun City West lifestyle by 
participating in the Vacation Spe
cial program which offers one 
week stays in fully furnished gar
den apartments and access to all 
of the community's recreational 
amenities normally available only 
to residents. For vacation infor
mation phone 975-2270 exl. 3058 
or 800-528-2604. 
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~s~w-b_uilds park 
for little visitors · ~· 
By CHRISTINE SELIGA 
News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY WEST - In a 
couple of months the commu
' nity's smallest visitors will have 
a place of their · own to play. 

Work has already begun at 
· the R.H. Johnson Recreation 
Center on the site for a play
ground - the first of its kind in 
the Sun 0ities. 

Vir~nia · Ritson, president of 
the ·advisory board of the Sun 
City .West Recreation Centers, 
said the idea for a playground 
came from letters suggesting it. 

~'The grandmothers who have 
, be~n .. ~ ting us J o: !hree rep.rs 

ought to be delighted," Ritson 
said. 

The new playground will bJ 
near the mini-golf course at the 
R.H. Johnson Recreation Center, 
19801 R.H. Johnson Blvd., be
tween the Sundome and the 
center. It will be on a plot of 
la~d 40 feet by 60 feet. · , 

Steve O'Donnell, assistant 
manager of the recreation cen
ters, said Tuesday that the 
playground equipment isn't go
ing to be the typica,1 swing set or 
teeter-totter. 

_ He called the equipment state-
of-the-art. · 

"It's not like the old .days* 
when you just go out and buy 
something and stick it in the 
ground," he said. I 

He said a lot of thought has 
gone into the design of the 
equipment. One safety consider
ation: using materials that won't 
burn or pinch children's hands. 

There will be two parts to the 
playground. One part will have 

. equipment designed for children 
6 and under and the other will 
be for older .children. 

• Construction ·. of the play
i ground is being fully funded by 

Del Webb Corp., the commu
nity's developer. Martha Moyer, 
a Webb spokesman, said the 
playground will cost Webb 
$15,000 to $20,000. -¼-

Tl)e recreation board had some 
influence on where the play
ground will be. 

"We all spoke our piece on ' 
that but I think the final criteria1~ 

was cost," Ritson said. 
, Another location at R.H. 1 

Johnson would have been by the , 
pool but that would have meant 
having to build a wall. • •. . r r • 

The location of the playgrotµ1d 
is really gqod because it is not 
near a ,house, Ritson said. .,.·r· 
, "It will be. a little bit.by itself 
.. : it really· is a nice place," she 

fsa1d. ;. 
O'Donnell said a path will ie 

built to the playground.' He said 
possibly the centers will be able 
to make it a little nature trdil 
by adding signs identifying ·~ 

, flora that is already ,there. ~ , 
There is no name for the 

. playground, O'Donnell said. · 

News-Sun photo by Stephen Chernek 

PLAYGROUND PLANNED A construc
tion worker scoops ~P- ~?me dirt near the 

site where a children's playground will be 
built at the R.H. Johnson Recreation Center. 
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SCW .puts out welcome· mat · 
Coffees host 
·newcomers 
By CHRISTINE SELIGA 
News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY WEST - Moving 
to a new state and community 
can compound the problems as
sociated with adjusting to re
tirement. 

That's why Del Webb Com
munities Inc. and the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City West spon
sor newcomers coffees in Sun 
City West so people can relax 
and learn more about the ame
nities and organizations in the 
community. 

The coffees are at 9 a.m. on 
the third Thursday of each 
month except for June, July, 
August and September. Several 
hundred people have attended 
the coffees in the past. 

The coffees are in the R.H. 
Johnson Recreation Center So
cial Hall, 19803 · R.H. Johnson 
Blvd. ' 

Steve O'Donnell assistant On Thursday, the Sun City 
manager of the rec~eation cen- . West Community Fund table 
ters, gives a presentation on the . was manned by fund president 
centers, while Webb spokes- Hugh Albers and board member 
woman Martha Moyer talks Dave Busse. 
about community organizations. · "So that it's fair, the place-

Moyer said before Thursday's ment of the tables is rotated 
coffee that people often are not every month," he said. 
used to a planned community The newcomers coffee program 
wi,~h ,so ~uch to do. . was revamped last summer by 

It~ Just a real mce. way to O'Donnell. Before then, many 
acquamt everybody with the representatives from organiza
community," she said. 

Before and after the presenta
tion people can visit information 
tables set up by local organiza
tions. 

"We've pretty much limited 
the groups in here to those that 
are community-wide," O'Donnell 
said. 

The Property Owners and 
Residents Association, Sun 
Health Corp. (parent company of 
Del E. Webb Memorial Hospital) 
and the Sheriff's Posse of Sun 
City West are some of the 
groups that have tables at the 
meetings. People also may reg
ister to vote. 

'It's just a real nice 
way to acquaint 
everybody with the 
community-' 

Martha Moyer 
Del Webb Communities Inc. 

spokeswoman 

tions got up and gave explain
ations of the organizations. Now, 
Moyer and O'Donnell do the 
main presentatiori, the organi
zations have their information 

tables and the presentation ends 
at about 10:15 a .m. 

The presentation· also · is very 
casual, O'Donnell said, which 
allows people to retain the in
formation they get. 

On Thursday most of the 70 
people attending the meeting 
were from California. Moyer said 
that mirrors a trend in home 
sales. Last year, California was 
Webb's No. 1 market. 

Recreation Center Advisory 
·Board President Virginia Ritson 
also attended the meeting. 
O'Donnell said advisory board 
members try to come to the 
meetings as often as possible. 

New resident Arthur''' Rubi
nstein said the presentation 
helped him figure out what was 
happening in the community. 

"When you are coming here, 
you don't have anybody to lead 
you by the hand," he said. 
"They give you a good over
view." 
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l By HELEN ALLEN. . . Beardsley Park Recr~atipn .C~n, m 

~ Staff Writer · . ter and also to build a ·t,hird ~ 
. 1 E. Webb Development Co. ~nter at Stardust. a?d Jo~n ~ 

will keep control of all ·Sun City boulevards. The onginal ·papers,
1 

r 
West recreational ·facilities in Kuentz said, called for the devel-
Phase I until the entire system is oper to build only one center in 
built and self-sufficient. · · ' Phase I. 

· This information was released THE FIRM also is coIDDYttri' 
today by Devco chairman Fred now to build a fourth an~ ,J>OS;!i• 
Kuentz. • . bly a fifth recreation ce~\er goµ'i 

J)evco's management control -. course in Phase I to compliment ' 
ofthQ facilities is spelled out in a Pebblebrook, Stardust¾' and11 
new master agreement · just -ap- Grandview.· Only two recreation 
proved and· signed by the .Sun center golf courses were no~ in. 
City West Recreation Centers the 1980 agreement. 
~venring and Advisory Boards. . The new agreement also limi~ 

ALL GOVERNING and ad- the .use of the recreational facili
'visory board meetings are·closed····ties ·to ·residents living _withi~ 
to both the public and press.- the boundaries of Phase L N,o!, 

Kuentz stated a new agree- included is the 166-acre inqwitri-J1 
ment was needed, as the one al site along Bell Road whlsJi ~ 1 
drawn up in 1980 "did ,not ad- been purchased by Pal~r & ti 
~ several areas of concern." ,Whiteh:ead Co. .Jl • 1 'lV 

He did not, however, outline A new requirement states that n 
the reaso~ for Devco's main- -apartment and catered )ivingl 1 
taining management control un• project. developers must pbtain,c 
til all projects are tinished and annual re~reation center ll88e$&-,,1~ 
standing on their own financial ments on the greater po~ion pf , 
feet. ' · either 1.8 occupants per unit ort · 

"WE'VE COME to a mutual the actual number of occupant.a. ~J 
understanding that a more spe- · ALSO INCLUDED is I)evcp's 1 
cific document was needed, one earlier agreement . to chip in, $~0 
that clearly spells out the re- per person, each year, into the1 
sponsibilities of Devco and the asset replacement fund until th~, 
recreation centers," Kuentz said amount reaches $1.25 million. , 111~ 
of the new agreement. • The fund, which was set up in•, 

Advisory board ,chairman 1982 and stood at $107,200 l~J 
J~hn Robert.a said he is ple~d · ~1ay, is to pro~de capital f 91:'i theo, 
with the new agreement, ~dding, time when recreation centeri fa 
"l believe it protect.a the foter- ~ cilitie~ are_Jw:z!~ ov!!rv to-,r~1CJ 

ests of all Sun City West resi- p~nt.s. ,1 ·~ ~r ._1 , , 

dens.,. · - • '' · • ' • • - . , Resident.a n9w pay $7 into the 
'Dev~, undei: the· .new· agree- fund.each year u part of th~ir. 

ment, 18 committed to '<:e>mplete' ~ 2 annual recreation fees. 

I ~·:THEl~iEW a'greelJlent also ers· cW&e'+G!c)m"' -.ov~d!lf,'l fhrm aw· 
"ntes th t if rty d · ~.:: 1._ . • . ""( r.' .Ki ._,., , a prope , _nOW. e8lg• , • e,~_ ....:,, "~A'~,{: __ U ,; . &;:()),.:• . 
~ted as commercial Wmdustri- :..AW.!!..11t ~ ' ' r:. , 
al, is later 'rezoned to residential ' ' te Ii' l~t. ,., · 
or higher density use; the recrea- ~~~~~~.'1M~ 
tion centers ·win ·not be required· . entry ee pl.us 'ah ~J!t, 'fn 
tc> issue memberships to the own 1)$Y nal ~ ;- :·""'-m 
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Facility Const. Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 
Description/Location Date 

RECREATION CENTERS 

RH Johnson: 1979 979 60.6 Acres 

Lawn Bowls Greens 4 14400 57600 Green Size/l 20x 120 

Lawn Bowl Clubhouse 642.5 / 
Lawn Bowl Storage 

Tennis Courts 1,6,7,8,9,14,15 luminaire 
Platform Tennis 8 1800 ea. 14400 Court Size/ 30x60 all luminaire 

Tennis Tower Control 324.0 / 

Tennis Restrooms Men's- 2 151.6 ✓ 

Women's- 1 167.3 ./ 

Tennis Tower Mechanical 72.0 ,./ 

Tennis Storage Room 128.0 / 
Tennis Janitor Room 34.7 / 

877.6 

Pet Park 1/3 Acre 
Mountain View Park I Acre 

Activities Building: 

Racquetball Courts 2 800 ea . ./ 1600 Court Size 20x40x20 (high) 
Table Tennis Room 1755.0 / 5 Tables 
Game Room 2076.8 Contract for Game Equip. 



RESOURCE INVENTOR '0/15/98 

Facility Const Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 
Description/Location Date 

Monitor Station l 80.0 v 
Restrooms Men's- 2 207.3 .J 

Women's- I I 88.1 ./ 

Janitors Room 22.0 ./ 

Storage Room 123.7 / 
6052.9 ./ 

Bocci Courts JO 720 7200 Courts Luminaries Size l 2x60 
Miniature Golf Course 18 Holes 3 1/2 Acres Course Luminar.ies 
Children's Play Ground I 2400 Area 20x40 

5 Acres 
Rec. Centers Maint: 

Maintenance Shop 2248.2 
Maintenance Offices 2 385 .0 
Maintenance Storage I 95.4 
Electrical Storage 175 .0 
Office Storage 192.0 
Panel Room 119.0 ' Landscape Shop 893 .3 
Landscape Storage 340.0 
Cart Storage 376.4 
Rest Room 53.3 

4877.6 ✓ 
Purchasing Office 455.6 
Warehouse 1237.3 Includes Golf Inventory 
Warehouse Office 328.2 

202 1.1 / 

2 .. 



RESOURCE INVENTOR 0/15/98 

Facility Const Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 
Description/Location 

Sports Aquatics Bldg.: 
Men's Rest Room 156.2 
Men's Locker and Foyer Area 847.5 Lockers .. I 00/ Dress Stalls .. I 0 
Men's Shower Area 236.4 Showers .. 6 
Janitor Rooms Men's- 93 .3 

Women's- 75.1 
Women's Rest Room 204 .0 
Women's Locker and Foyer Area 806.5 Lockers .. I 00/ Dress Stalls .. I 0 
Women's Shower Area I 299.4 Showers .. 6 
Outdoor Showers 2 21.3 
Monitors Station I 119.2 

2858.9 / 
Johnson Pool 5750 Ga l 2 13750 Size/ 50-75x100 ... Depth/ 3 to 8.5 

Gas chlorinating 

' Outdoor l11erapy Pool 3 18 Gal 7700 Size/ l 2x22 ... Depth/ 4 
Chlorine Tablets Chlorinating 
Tables .. l/Chairs .. 4/Lounges .. 8 

Outdoor Sun Lounge Area 24436 Tables .. 22/Chairs .. 84/Lounges .. 92 
I 

Therapy, Fitness Center Lobby I 443.9 
Men's Restroom 1 120.8 
Men's Locker Area 404.1 Lockers 32 / 6 Dress Stalls 
Men's Shower Area 203.2 
Women's Restroom 120.7 / 
Women's Locker Area 408.5 Lockers 32 I 6 Dress Stalls 
Women's Shower Area 203.2 Showers 4 
Janitor Room 50.2 
Monitor Station 134.3 
Exercise Room 1425.1 Universial Fitness Equipment 

3 



Facility 
Description/Location 

Electrical Room 
Equipment Storage 
Fitness Instmctors Office 

Const 
Date 

Pool, 171erapy Pool Equip. Room 

Indoor 171erapy Pools 
Indoor 171erapy Room 

Sports Pavilion Building: 

Bowling Lanes 

Shuffleboard Courts 
Billiards 

Concourse 
Ramps 
Women's Restrooms 

Men's Restrooms 

Manager Office 

Room Area 
Foyers 
Janitor Room 
Storage Rooms 

Corridor 
Electrical Room 

RESOURCE INVENTOR 

Items 

2 

30 

5 
I 

2 

2 

1 

I 
2 

South-
North-
South-
North-

Area/SF 

82.2 ✓ 
I ll . I ✓ 
136.0 1 
928.0 

322.0 ea./Gal 
2566.2 v 

188 14.2 / 

3714.5 ( 
65 19.0 ✓ 

332.5 
32 1.4 
332.5 
326.7 
144.0 

2677.0 

119.3 
480.9 

6077 .0 
130.5 

0/15/98 

Total/SF 

8505 ea. 

/ 

4 

Remarks 

#5 Pool Heaters/4 Pool & Therapy 
Pool filtration sys/ 8 Booster 
Size 14x23 Bromine Chlorinating 
Chairs .. 5/ Lounges .. 13 

AS90C Brunswick Sys. t/6 
new Lanes Added 1992 SF/lncl . Ma int 

Pool 24 .. Billiard 2 .. Snooker 
4 .. 704' added 92 

Equipt. with Command AS90 
Command Sys Link 
Lockers .. 1400 

Locker 



RESOURCE INVENTOf... l0/15/98 

Facility Const Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 
Description/Location Date 

Lecture Hall : 
Foyer 326.0 
Restrooms Women's- 156.3 

Men's- 100.5 
Storage Room 293.0 
Book Binder Room 175.0 
Janitor Room 27.1 
Emergency Ramp 124.3 
Lecture Hall 2429.5 Add 50" TV .. 150W Sound .. Occ 120 

363 1.7 ✓ 

Village Store: 

Office 120.8 
Storage Room 146.8 
Store 1525. 1 

Sewing Room: 2123.8 
39 16.5 / I 

Model Railroad: l 1403.3 

Men's Restroom l 242.8 
Women's Restroom 1 249.0 
Storage/Janitor Rooms 1 76.6 / 

1971.7 
2684.8 / Lapidary: 

Saw Room 556.0 / 
Storage Room 128.0 ./ 

Electrical Room 156.0 / 

Outside Storage 80.9 / 

"' 5 



RESOURCE INVENTOR' 0/15/98 

Facility Const Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 

Description/Location 

Silvercraft: 38 12.7 
Kiln Room 424.0 #3 208V Kilns 

Valt Room 56.0 
4292.7 / 

Admin Building: 

Membership 564.8 
Activities Cord. 146.3 
Comptroller 191 .3 
Exec. Secretary 220.0 
General Manager 405.0 
Staff Accountant I 150.0 
Lounge l 194.4 
Accounting I 672.5 
Pubic Relation Office 314.0 
General Work Area 252.9 
Corridor 1 292.2 
Confidential Storage Room 1 113 .8 
Storage 162.8 

i 

Restrooms Men's- 56.7 
Women's- 90.7 

Janitors Room 45.3 I 46 18.2 

Ceramics: 

Work Rooms 2 2713.2 
Kiln Room 374.1 #5 208W Kilns 

3087.3 / 



RESOURCE INVENTOR. 0/15/98 

Facility Const Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 
Description/Location 
Social Hall: 

Stage 877.3 
Dressing Rooms 4 82.1 ea . 328.5 
Kitchen I 62 1.2 
Foyers 2 920.9 
Closets 2 105 .5 
Restrooms Men's- 349.6 

Women's- I 384.4 
Halls & Corridors 2 614.5 
Janitor Room 89.4 
Electric Room 143 .6 
Storage Rooms 3 2440.9 
West Hall 6419.0 913 Occupancy 
East Hall 50 12.0 / 716 Occupancy 

18307.1 
Library Building: 
Library 6432.0 

--;;rbf' Librarian Office 259.5 
Asst. Office & Storage 664.0 

/I "9-J 
• /,!; f,.r"J 

Book Processing Room 280.1 ...f ' 
Lounge 336.7 
Ve!>tibule 141.8 
Foyers 81.0 
Restrooms Men's- 203 .2 

Women's- 187.7 
Janitor Room 30.6 
Storage Room 115.4 
Electric Room 112.0 
Reading Room 2 100 
Video Room 180.0 
Children's Reading Room 180.0 

7 
.. 



RESOURCEINVENTOF 10/15/98 

Facility Const Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 
Description/Location Date 

Typists Room 180.4 
Computer Office 209.0 

11693.2 / 
RHJ Parking Lots: 
South 6 Acres 
Library 4 Acres 
West 6 Acres 
Nort11 6 Acres 

22 Acres 
Garden Plots 6 Acres Location/Aleppo w ... 137th Dr. S 
Palm Trees 405 

I ~605::v Total sq. ft . 
BEARDSLEY 1985 
ARTS & CRAFTS: 17.4Acres 

Card Room I 1516.8 
Card Room I Kitchen 128 .7 
Card Room 2 1216.7 
Card Room 3 1445. l 
Card Room 4 1920.0 
Men's Club 240 l.l 
Men's Club Kitchen 128.7 
Men's Club Lounge 273 .8 
Stain Glass Room 872.3 
Stain Glass Tool Room 115.0 
Stain Glass Storage Room 118.4 
Copper Cookers Room 1159.1 
Photo Room I 499.3 
Photo Dark Rooms 2 177.9 ea . 355 .8 
Clay Room l 621 .6 
Clay Kiln Room 127.9 
Computer Room l 554.7 
China Room 1 554. l 

8 



RESOURCE INVENTO~ . 0/15/98 

Facility Const 
Description/Location Date 
China Kiln Room 
Manager Office 
Maintenance Storage 
Club Storage 
Halls 
Men's Restroom 
Women's Restroom 
Janitor Room 
Electric Panel Room 
Fire Riser Room/Storage 

BEARDSLEY SPORTS/AQUA TIC: 

Beardsley Pool & Deck Area 
Main Pool 

TI1erapy Pool 

Therapy Room 
Men's Locker Room 
Men's Restroom 
Men's Shower Room 
Vestibule 
Women's Locker Room 
Women's Restroom 
Women's Shower Room 
Fitness Center 
Monitor Station 
Pump Room 
Chemical Room 
Electric Panel Room 
Janitor Room 
Storage Room 
Hall 

Items Area/SF Total/SF 

117.3 
122.0 
664.3 

2024.0 
236.5 
236.5 
102.7 
144.0 
104.0 

17959.4 

l 19800.0 
l 10857.0 Gal 500,000 

525,0 

2006.0 
583.0 
338 .3 
280.1 
42.0 
583.0 
338.3 
280.1 
944.0 
62.0 
1177.3 
90.7 
173.3 
64.0 
121.7 
787.5 

27934.4 

9 

Remarks 

Size-77 x 129 .deptl1- l l 

Size/21 x25,. .Gal/14110/ 
Bromine Tables 

Lockers 90 .. Dress Stalls 9 

Showers 8 ... Handicap I 

Lockers 90 .. Dress Stalls 9 

Showers 8 ... Handicap l 
Equipt Universal Fitness Equip 
Equip. with CCTV 
PoolfTherapy Filtration Sys 



RESOURCE INVENTOR 0/15/98 

Facility Const 
Description/Location Date 

Outdoor Sun Deck 
Picnic Ramada's 
Bandstand/Gazebo 
Miniature Golf 
Monitor Station/Building 
Horseshoe Pits 
Outdoor Restrooms 

Parking Lot: 
East Lot 
S011tJ1 Lot 

KUENTZ : 
Stardust Theater 
Stage 
Booth 
Sound Room 
Ticket Booth 
Lobby 
Men's Restroom 
Women's Restroom 
Stage Restroom 
Janitor Room 
Stage 
Electric Panel Room 
Storage Room 
Ward-room 
Back-Stage 
Prop Storage 

Men's
Women's-

1989 

Items 

I 
10 

I 
4 
2 
2 

1 
1 
I 
1 
1 

Area/SF 

10786.0 
6560.0 
405.0 
18 Holes 
80.0 
1247.0 ea. 
172.5 ea. 
172.5 ea. 

2.3 Acres 
2.4 Acres 

Total/SF 

4988.0 
345.0 
345.0 

~ :> Total Sq. Ft 1\5fils 
11.4 Acres 
2862.6 
1698.3 
96.0 
17.7 
47.0 
765 .9 
179.9 
179.9 
62.4 
105.6 
20.0 
109.8 
71 .9 
142.5 
1488.0 
204.8 

8052.3 

l_O 

Remarks 

Tables 8 ... 
#4,6/20x20/4Table .. Others 20x36/6T 

Luminaries 

Luminaries 

300 Seating capacity 



--

RESOURCEINVENTO~ i)/15/98 

Faci lity Const Items Area/SF T otal/SF Rema rks 

Description/Location Date 

Women's Club: 
Lounge I 904. l 

Card Rooms 2 1670.9 

Vestibule 60.2 

Yanity 45 .0 

Restroom 47 .8 

Kitchen Storage 160.7 

Kitchen 266.6 

Storage 70.3 

3225.6 

Craft Room 3 1204.0 

Craft Room 4 12 15.9 

Craft Room 5 1230.3 

3650.2 

Craft Room I 12 15.9 

Craft Room 2 1208.8 

Men's Restroom 232.5 

Women's Restroom 232.5 

Electric Panel Room 91.0 

Communication Room 1 88.7 

Janitor Room 1 35.4 

Men's Locker Room & Foyer 455 .2 Lockers # 90 

Men's Restroom 146 .9 

Men's Shower 349.4 Shower/Dress Com .. 6 Handicap 2 

Women's Locker Room 350.3 Lockers # 90 

Vanity & Foyer l I 9 . 1 

Women's Restroom 146.9 

.. 
ll 



RESOURCE INVENTOR 0/15/98 

Facility Const Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 

Description/Location Date 

Women's Showers 353.2 Shower/Dress Com .. 6 Handicap 2 

Fitness Center 11 68. l 

l11erapy Room 981.2 
Therapy Pool 1 724 Gal 8685 Size/l 5x20 Bromine Chlorinating Corridor 

2 973.1 
Monitor Station l 167.6 
Janitor Room I 00.3 
Outdoor Restroom Men's- 14 1.9 

Women's- I 14 1.9 
Outdoor Showers 2 25.7 
Chemical Storage I 69.4 
Electric Panel; Room l 52.0 
Storage Room 50.0 
Pump Room 770.2 

9667,2 

Main Pool 5000 Gal 16 1208 50x I 00 Depth 5 

Sun Deck 8916.0 Tables I 0/Chairs40/Lounges39 

i 

Art Room: East- 109 1.0 
West- l 1285 .0 

Storage 2 283.4 

Weaving Room: 1383.6 

Electric Panel & Storage Room 300.4 

4246.2 

12 



RESOURCEINVENTOh 0/15/98 

Facility Const Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 

Description/Location Date 

Metal Shop: 2583.8 
Welding Room 266.7 
Storage Room 222.9 

Wood Shop: 4044 .8 
Tool Crib & Monitor Station 99.3 
Storage Room 196.6 
Paint Room 171.5 
Training Room 126.7 
Wood Storage Room 443.3 
Dust Collector Room 234 .0 
Electric Panel Room 87.0 
Restroom 45.0 

852 1.6 

Tennis Building: 

Office 135.0 
Restrooms Men's- 139.2 

' Women's- 139.2 
Electric Panel Room 17.3 
Storage Room 113 .4 

544.1 

Tennis Courts: 6 7200ea. 43200 Size60x 120 ... 113 Luminaries 

Walking Track 7890 6' Width/ Asphalt 

Softball Field 64300 Score board/Bleachers .. Foul Line/2 50' 

"' 
l3 



RESOURCE INVENTOR i)/15/98 

Facility Const Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 
Description/Location Date 

Parking Lots: 

Southeast Lot .5 Acres 
Southwest Lot .75 Acres 
West Lot .9 Acres 
North 2.75 Acres 

4.9 Acres 
Palm Trees 21 

~ 

PALM RIDGE : 
Total Sq. Ft 37,902.2 

BUILDrNG A: 
Tappers 2145.1 
Multipurpose #1 1248.5 
Multipurpose #2 1435.5 
Rest Rooms Men- 296.2 

Women- 471.9 
Janitors Closet 59.4 
Vending 80.5 
Rest Room Corridor 153.3 

Stained Glass 153 1 
Stained Glass storage 120 

Computer A 1 476.6 
Computer B 792.5 
Computer C 524.4 
Computer Library 96.8 
Computer Maints. 92. 1 

)4 



RESOURCE INVENTOR 0/15/98 

Facility Const Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 

Description/Location Date 

Social Hall 7957.3 

Social Hall Annex 2300.9 

Stage 628.4 

Kitchen Annex 162.0 

Kitchen Catering 312.8 

Office 154,3 

Panel Room 15 1.7 

Folding Wall Storage 48.0 

Storage 6 30.0 
102.0 
129.0 
414.0 
346.3 
64.0 

Lobby 3170.5 

Sitting Area 236.0 

Maintenance Room 487.5 ./ 26383 .0 

' PALM RIDGE: 

Building B: 

Pool Area 11612. 1 

Pools/Indoor 2 3225 80,000 Gal.ea . 75/L-43/W-4/D 

111erapy Pools 2 31 1 Gals ea . 

Lobby/Monitor Station 1253 .1 

Exercise Room 2477.8 

Exercise Storage I 27.8 

Elevator 1 42.0 

Elevator Pump Room 39.7 

.. 
IS 



RESOURCE INVENTOR 0/15/98 

Faci lity Const Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 
Description/Location Date 

Storage 86.6 
Unisex Changing Rooms 188. 1 
Indoor Pool Showers 2 18.7 ea. 
Vending 1 64.0 
Pool Storage 1 99.9 
Pool Equipment Room 574.7 
Panel Room Electric I 76.7 
Outside Showers 2 15.0 ea . 
Janitors C loset I 56.2 -- ,;., 'l...'7b , 
Palm Trees 66 
Handicap Parking 30 
Golf Cart Parking 29 
Regular Cars 575 

Total Acres 15.8 Acres 

Tota l Parking Area 7 Acres i 

16 



RESOURCE INVENTOR' )/15/98 

Facility Const. Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 
Description/Location Date 

PALM RIDGE REC CTR: 1994 

Toilets Men- 167.6 
Women- 167.6 

Vestibules Men- 98.3 
Women- 98 .3 

Locker Rooms Men- 445.8 
Women- 445.8 

Lavatories Men- 119.4 
Women- 11 9.4 

Shower Rooms Men- 405.8 
Women- 405.8 

Foyers Men- 27.4 
Women- 27.4 

Walking Track 4992.4 
Track Lobby 534.3 
Storage 41.6 
Outside Patio 216.7 
Outdoor Pool 2 11 2 50,000 Gal. 88' X 24' 
Outdoor Patio 11 , 77.'i . 

17 



RESOURCE INVENTOR Q/15/98 

Faci lity Const. Items Area/S F Total/Sf Remarks 
Description/Location Date 

Golf Courses: 

PEBBLEBROOK: 1980 6451 Yds 150 Acres Yds measured from blue tees 

Handicap/slope HCI 16/l 12-SL169.9/68.3 
Golf Cou rse Turf 142.5 Acres Tees & Grns/Benm1da .. Frwys/Same 
Golf Course Lakes 4 6 .4 Acres 
Golf Course Lake f ountains 4 I PH/2HP/230V . 
Golf Course Restrooms Men's- 2 45 .0 ea. 90.0 

Women's- 2 45 .0 ea . 90 .0 

Pro Shop: 1073.2 
Dressing Room 25.4 
Closet 14.8 
Office 389.3 
Cart Sto rage 533.0 6 Rental Carts 
Snack Bar 697 .5 Seats 48 
Kitchen 143.5 
Storage 17 1.2 i 

Restrooms Men's- 171 .2 
Women's- 171 .2 

Vestibule 40.8 

34Qp..:/ 
Outdoor Patio 2858 .0 

18 "' 



RESOURCE INVENTOR .)/15/98 

Facility Const. Items Arca/SF Total/S F Remarks 

Description/Location Date 

Mainten;ince Yard: 

Maintenance Shop 494.6 

Open Storage 684.7 7---
D1y Storage 64 .2 

Tool Storage 46 .7 

Lunch Room 201.7 

Shower Room 25 .3 

Restrooms Men's- 47 .8 

Women's- 37.5 

Vestibule 22 .0 

Closet 6.0 

Office 168 .0 
111...f 

,.lli~-S 

' Putting Green 
Driving Range 15 Tees 

Pitching Green 
Parking Lot . 15 Acres 

Palm Trees 12.'i 

19 



RESOURCE INVENTOR 0/15/98 

Facility Consl. Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 
Description/Location Date 

STARDUST: 1981 422 1> Yds 97.6 Acres Yds measured from blue tees 

Handicap/Slope HC 93/89-S L.59/5 7 .5 
Golf Course Turf 96 J Acres Tees,Gms/Bermuda .. Frwys/Same 
Golf Course Lakes 2 2.3 Acres 
Golf Course Lake Fountains 2 2 HP .. I PH .. 230V 
Golf Course Restrooms Men's- 2 45 .0 ea . 90.0 

Women's- 2 45.0 ea . 90.0 
Stardust Pro Shop 738 .0 
Office 94 .2 
Cart Storage 454 .5 #5 Rental Carts 
Golf Pro's Office 95.6 
Storage 40.1 
Restrooms Men's- 153 .6 

\.Vomen's- 153 .5 
Vestibule 45 .0 i 

1]74.4 ✓ 

Maintenance Yard Same as Pebblebrook Covered Storage 800 SF / 
Putting Green 
Driving Range 15 Tees 
Pitching Green 
Parking Lot I 1.5 Acres 
Palm Trees 100 

20 ... 



RESOURCEINVENTOF . 0/15/98 

Fac ility Const. Items Area/SF Total/S F Remarks 
Description/Location Date 

GRAN DVI EW.: 1985 6862 Yds 174.1 Acres Yrds measured from blue tees 

Handicap/S lope HC72/70-SL1 28/ l 23 
Golf Course Turf 163 .7Acres Tees,Gms/tiff .. 328Frwys/Bermuda 
Golf Course Lakes 7 7.8 Acres 
Golf Course Lake P'ountains I 2HP .. 1 PH .. 230V 
Golf Course Restrooms Men's- 2 45.0 ea. 90.0 

Women's- 2 45.0 ea . 90.0 
Pro Shop 1222.8 
Dressing Room 23 .0 
Offi ce 164 .5 
Pro Shop Purchasing 277.7 
Hall 108 .5 
Cart Storage 11 57.3 Includes Cart & Pro Shop Inventory 
Restrooms Men's- 2 13.1 

\1/omen's- 188.3 
Coffee Shop 9 16.9 48 Table Seating ' Kitch en/Storage 374.3 

1~_41l.c_4_ / 

Outdoor Patio 2240,0 
Maintenance Same as Pebblebrook - I 11--! 
Putting Green 
Driving Range 15 Tees 
Pitching Green 
Parking Lot .8 Acres 
Palm Trees 25 1 

2 1 



RESOURCE INVENTOR 0/15/98 

Facility Const. Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 

Description/Location Date 

ECHO iy!ESA: 1986 4140 Yds 11 0.5 Acres Yds measured from blue tees 

Handicap/Slope HC91/88-SL60 

Golf Course Tu1f 100.8 Acres Tees,Grnsrriff. .328Fr.vys/Bermuda 

Golf Course Lakes 5 7.6 Acres 
Golf Course Lake Fountains 2 2HP .. IPH .. 230V 

Golf Course Restroom Men's- 2 45.0 ea. 90.0 
Women's- 2 45 .0 ea. 90.0 

Pro Shop 84().4 Includes Snack $hop 

Storage/Office 267.5 

Equipment Room 5 1.7 
Ca rt Storage 008.0 #8 Rental Carts 

Restrooms Men's- 180.2 
Women's- 176.9 

Vestibule 52.4 
Janitor Closet 29.2 / J6 15.3 

Outdoor Patio I 170 ;r-

Maintenance Shop 50 1.5 / 

Open Storage 696.5 ' 
Tool Storage 77.1 / 

Dry Storage 55.0 ✓ 

Lunch Room 205.8 ✓ 

Shower 21.3 ✓ 

Restrooms Men's- 57.5 / 

\,Vomen's- 38 .8 ✓ 

Equipment Storage I 40.8 t/ 

Offices 3 5~ '10N ,j I 1 ::-

Putting Green 
Driving Range 15 Tees 
Parking Lot I . 9 Acres 
Palm Trees 145 

.. 
i_2 



RESOURCE INVENTOR l0/15/98 

Facility Const. Items Area/SF Total/SF Remarks 
Description/Location Date 

T RAIL RIDGE: I l)89 6605 Yds 179.6 Acres Yds measured from blue tees 
80.28Acresffurf .. 98. 72NDeserts 

l·fandicap/Slope HC72. l/68.9-SL 122/1 17 
Golf Course Turf 80.2 Acres Tees,Gmsffiff .328 Frwys/Samc 
Golf Course Lakes 10 16 Acres 
Golf Course Lake Fountains 2HP .. !PH .. 230V 
Golf Course Restrooms Men's 45.0 ea. 90.0 

Women's- 45.0 ea. 90.0 
Pro Shop Sarne as Echo Mesa's s..:i q 
Maintenance Yard Same as Pebblebrook ///'-I 

Putting Green _..--::; 
Pitching Green "J.. I ._J_3 

1/2 Putting Green 
Driving Range IS Tees 
Parking Lot .9 Acres 
Pa lm Trees NA 

23 
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Facility 
Description/Location 

DEER VALLEY: 

Pro Shop 

Const. 
Dclte 

(9()4 

Cclrt Storage/Maintenance 
\1/omen's Room 
Men 's Room 
Janitor Closet 
Storage 
Office 
Stcl1tcr Area 
Food & Beverage Arca 
Secll111g Area 
Porch 

RESOURCEINVENTO~ 

Items Arccl/SF 

31. 'l ' 

11 89 
198 
214 
20 
308 
11 0 
120 
180 
700 

1170 ---~ '1.--I 

?.4 

0/15/98 

Totcll/SF Remclrks 

' 

"' 



Facility Const. 
De script ion/Locarion Dilte 

DESERT TRAILS: 1995 

Pro Shop 
Cart Storage/Maintenance 
Women's Room 
Men's Room 
Janitor Closet 
Storage 
Office 
Starter Area 
Food & Beverage Arca 
Seating Area 
Porch 

RESOURCE INVENTOR 

Items Area/SF 

f'-'lq 

11 89 
198 
214 
20 
308 
11 0 
120 
180 
766 
11 70 --.5' ""), J 

J/15/98 

Total/SF Remarks 

?5 



... . 
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Recreation Centers - Outside Facilit ies: 

Recreation Lawn Tennis Courts Racquetball Bocce Miniature Children's Pool & Environs Spa & Environs Garden Parking Ramadas/ 
Center Bowl Walking Track Courts Courts Golf Playground Inside & Plots Lat Bandstand/ 

Softball Field Outside Horseshoe 
4 Greens Platform-8 Two 10 18 holes One One One Six Acres 22 Acres 

RH Johnson 57600 14400 SF 1600 SF 7200 3.5 Acres 2400 SF Gal: 213750 Gal: 7700 
SF SF Size: 50-75x100 Size: 12x22 

Depth: 3 to 8.5 Depth: 4 
Two Inside: 
Gal: 322 ea. 
Size: 14x23 
8505 Sf ea. 

18 holes One One 4.7 Acr es 10 Ramadas 
Beardsley Gal: 500,000 Gal: 14110 6560 SF 

Size: 77x 129 Size: 21x25 1 Bandstand 

Depth: 11 405 SF 
Sun Deck: 4 
10786SF Horseshoe 

4988 Sf 
6 Tennis Cts: One One 4 .9 Acres 

Kuentz 43200 SF Gal: 161208 Gal: 8685 
Walking Track: Size: 50x100 Size: 15x20 
7890 Sf Depth: 5 724 Sf 
Softball Field: Sun Deck: 
64300 SF 8916SF 

2112 Sf One 7 Acres 
Palm Ridge Gal: 50,000 Gal: 80,000 
Building B Size: 88x24 3225 SF 

Inside Pools; 
combined: Two Spas 
Gal: 80,000 Gal: 311 ea. 
3225 SF 



Recreat ion Center - Buildings, Indoor facilities 

Recreation Built I ndividual Rest Sinks/ Toilets/ Drinking Lake HVAC/ 
Center In Buildinqs Tot al Rooms Showers Urinals Fountains Fountains Evap 

RH Johnson 
Metal/Ag 1979 17 25 
Club Blqs 

Beardsley 1985 5 8 

Kuentz 1989 10 11 
Golf 1979-

Courses 1993 14 42 9 

Palm Ridqe 1993/4 3 2 
Total 49 88 210/78 198/67 115 9 188/3 

11 I/. ., . . -• 
CV\t:4 ~vw~ vv er l 'Y"\ / ( -c:s" YY'\.51 56 
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Recreation Centers of Sun City West, Inc. 
Del Webb Subsidies 

Recreation 

June 30, Ref Subsidy (5) 

1981 (1) 361 ,409 

1982 (1) 192,202 

1983 134,027 

1984 94,062 

1985 0 

1986 (2) 322,945 

1987 295,374 

1988 203,667 

1989 167,900 
1990 (3) 540,126 

1991 228,301 
1992 21 ,300 
1993 0 
1994 (4) 599,887 
1995 465,056 
1996 425,732 
1997 210,193 
1998 83,116 

(1) Membership is estimated 
(2) Beardsley opens 
(3) Kuentz opens 

Number 
Members 

3,000 
6,000 
8,915 

10,656 
12,246 
13,680 
15,641 
16,979 
17,923 
18,994 
19,956 
21 ,103 
22,562 
24,583 
25,992 
27,556 
29,910 
29,811 

Subsidy/ 
Member 

120.47 
32.03 
15.03 
8.83 
0.00 

23.61 
18.88 
12.00 
9.37 

28.44 
11.44 

1.01 
0.00 

24.40 
17.89 
15.45 
7.03 
2.79 

(4) Northern expansion opens. Prior to this expansion, Webb 
subsidized any operating losses incurred by RCSCW. With 
the opening of the expansion area, they compensated us in 
the amount of 1.86 member fees per unsold lot. 

(5) Source - footnotes in audited financial statements. 
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,. ·,, 
Dues (2001 $) _ Ques_{Actual))..._Fac:_~_?_r CPI 

-, 
Year ' ; ' ~ f ................. ,i. ................... 

$150 $GO 2.50 72.60 
80 $150 $69 2. 18 _ 83.30 

$148 $75 1.97 91 .90 
82 $149 $80 1.86 97.40 

$146 
.. $80 1.83 99.00 

84 $143 $82 1.75 103.60 
$138 $82 1.68 108.00 

86 $146 $89 1.64 110.50 
$141 $89 1.59 114.30 

88 $146 $96 1.52 119.00 
$154 $106 1.45 124.60 

90 $146 $106 1.38 131.50 .. . 
$145 $110 1.32 137.30 

92 $140 $110 1.28 142 .00 
$136 $110 1.24 146.20 

94 $133 $110 1.21 149.60 
$149 $126 1. 18 153.50 

96 $145 $126 1.15 157.60 
$142 $126 1. 12 161.40 

98 $147 $133 1.10 164.40 
$143 $133 1.07 168.90 

0 $153 . $148 1.04 174.80 
$170 $170 1.00 181.20 
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sew genera_l _ m~Qa,ge'r CQ.{1Siders:quitti11g 
. ' . . ' :·; '\ . . ' ' . ' '. . ,,, . . . . . ' .. ',. 

CANNON· Notifies board he's pondering abandoning'duties an option,_" Cann?n said. "I manager ~aid the tape is :a said. "I simply saw the tape, 
· · · · I b I · k · · · · d. ·t; · ·. . , , · _ · . am not gomg to sit here and big reason why he . has put · and. it dldp t show any proof over what·he considers· into era ' e,;wor mg_ con l,IOf)S: .' .·.-.·' .:say it won'tpappen, and I am· the board onnoµce. ~ of the allegations (the former 

MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN · 

· · · · · · ' · · · · · · · · · ·,. · i ·-·. . _ ·:! :-,_. . : • · · 1 · • . not ' going to say it Will hap- He'.said he just wanted. the · employees) made," he said. 
Andersen-Wyckoff as general _cons1de1¥1g 1s qmtting under .••pen,.either." , governing board to know Young said th(! board is 

Calling working _conditions 
at the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City -West intolerable, 
General Manager Jo·n Can
non is thinking about leaving 
his positipn if : steps . are not 
taken to resolve the 
problems. 

Cannon's ascent' to the 
RCSCW top spot has been 
riddled with dissension. In 
April, the then-senior man
ager of business servic·es was 
named to replace R.G. 

.manager. After the Daily the ·constructive-discharge .: 1n· the May SO letter, Can- · what was occurring. working Off the conditions 
News-Sun questioned the provision. Constructive· dis- hon told the board that . • 1 made a claim intolerable outlined to them, but added 
selection process, the board charge occurs when -an Director Bob Finn was inter~ conditions existed, and they there seems· to be one direcc 
voted publicly on April 25 for empl~yee feels he ~r she has fering · in the · independent are required to take some tor (Finn) who is · convinced 
Carµion's appointmeqt. , to q~1t becau~~ of mtolera~le investigation the governing action .• he said, "I agreed to , Cannon has acted improperly 

•In May, accusations alleg- working conditions, of which biiard launched after accusa- in the past; ·and_ has made 
ing impropriety ·prompted an supervisor's were a,ware while tions against the then-future be patient and will•wait to,see the tape to bolster his'beliefs. 
investigation ;Yhich sh.owed taking no action to rectify the general manager were made what actions the·' board will However, Young ' said, the 
the claims to be untrue. situation. by a few members. take." governing board would ~~ 

Cannon sent one letter to Under the ··provision, the • .1 Finn declined to comment. Governing Bo.aictPresident hard-pressed to try to get 'rid 
the governing· board May 30 employee - after ~uit~ng - , A videotape being circu- Allen ' Young said he and of a director for making false 
and was prepared · tci send a can_ sue the organ1~ation or .lated in ·sun City West and other directors are ' trying, to accusations, because one of 
second letter · before being b1;1smess for not taking steps made by Finn shows three remedy the situation. the only ways any governing
assured by the board that it ~o try to_~ the alleged work- former RCSCW employees 'The only avenue. we have board member can be 
would look into the matter. mg conditions. . making accusations against . is to eliminate the working • 

What Cann-on is "Constructive discharge is,· Cannon. Th-e general conditions he refers to," he See Videotape shows, A4 

From A1 

removed from office . is 
through a recall elect10n 
through a membership vote. 

'The ability of the board to 
remove a director is pre_tty 
tough," young said, adding 
the only recourse wo~ld be to 
file a lawsuit against the 
governing-board member 
making the unfounde d 
accusations. . 

Young stressed the lawsuit 

would fiave to be filed lf accu
sations with no merit were to 
continue. 

"If the board takes no 
action, constructive discharge 
takes . place, and th_e 
employee can sue t1:e assoc~
ation," Young said. We don t 
want that to happen, so we 
are trying to stop that.~ 

Michael Maresh can be 
reached at 876-25 l 3 or 
mmaresh@aztrib.com. 
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Defibrillators set in Sun City West spots 

MOUIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Jeff Davis, left, of the Arizona Heart Institute, and John Lynch, director of 
security for the Recreation Centers of Sun City West, decide where to hang 
a portable defibrillator in the R.H. Johnson Social Hall. More than 20 
defibrillators were placed in public places operated by the Centers. The 
devices can be used in emergencies to save a victim suffering from cardiac 
arrest. Some have alreadv been installed in Sun City Grand. 

LIFE SAVERS: Heart 
devices installed as 
part of test program 
BRUCE ELLISON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

More lhan 20 heart defibrillators 
were installed Thursday in various 
public spots operated by the Recre
ation Centers of Sun City West. 

The devices, which can be used 
in an emergency to save a victim 
suffering from cardiac arrest. were 
provided at no cost to the Centers. 

They are part of a natiomvide 
experiment funded by the federal 
government to see if lhe easy avail
abilitV of lhe devices can save more 
victims than can cardiopulmonary 
resuscitalion alone. 

The Arizona Heart Institute and 
Foundation is lhe Phoenix area 
operator of the test, which is going 
on in about 40 spots in the Valley. 

Amber Reese. · a registered nurse 
from the Institute, put the $2.000 
devices in such spots as the R.H. 
Johnson Social Hall. library and 
pool area. and in similar spots at 
the Beardsley Recreation Center. in 
the administration building, and on 

four golf courses. 
After lhe experimental data is col

lected for two years and analyzed. 
the Centers may keep the defibrilla
tors free if officials still want them. 

A similar offer was made to offi
cials at the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City, but they declined to par
ticipate, Reese said. RCSC board 
Vice President Bob Briscoe said his 
organization turned down the offer 
because of insurance concerns. 

"If we had them in our rec cen
ters, it would open us up to million
dollar lawsuits," Briscoe said. "You 
need a trained professional to use 
(the defibrillators). but when we 
have all our centers filled, anyone 
can grab one.• 

Briscoe said he was concerned an 
untrained person would incorrectly 
use the defibrillator. resulting in a 
"lawsuit against the (Recreation 
Centers) and the good samaritan." 

Local advocates of the devices 
have been urging for several years 
lhat they be installed in public 
places almost like fire extinguishers. 

They have been placed as a pub
lic service in other spots such as 
Phoenix Sky Harbor International 
Airport, some airliners and several 
spots in Sun City Grand. 

The automated devices issue 
their own instructions for use in a 
recorded voice when they are pulled 
off a wall and opened. 

They are calibrated so they do not 
function if they detect a heartbeat in 
the victim. 

Persons who use them need to be 
near or supervised by someone 
skilled in CPR but the experiment 
will see if the administration of CPR 
coupled with defibrillator use saves 
more lives than CPR alone. 

To that end, Sun City West Rec
reation Centers employees, includ
ing facility supervisors. monitors, 
security and safety staff and golf 
course marshals, have been trained 
in CPR. 

But not all the sites where a 
heart problem may arise will have 
defibrillators, allowing for a compar
ison of the benefits, officials said. 

If a significant difference is found 
in lives saved with the devices near
by, their public use may spread. 

The Heart Institute staff will fol
low all cases of cardiac arrest in the 
areas where testing is conducted. 

"We want to study this and make 
sure it works in people's hands," 
said Dr. Kris Vijay. an invasive car
diologist with the Heart Institute. 
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o::: IN LIMBO: Directors 
~ will decide if trainers 

paid by residents will 
be permitted to use 
centers facilities 
BRUCE EUISON 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The Recreation Centers in Sun City 
West won't be adding personal fitness 
trainers to the staff. 

But it remains unclear after Thurs~ 
day's governing board session whether 
trainers paid by residents can officially 
use the oenters facilities and equipment 
for their activities. 

The board said it was responding to a 
request from Robert Hoffman, a resident 
who is a certified personal trainer and 
who had collected some 400 signatures 
on a petition seeking to allow training 
services in the centers. 

Hoffman told the board after the vote 
that ·you haven't responded to what was 
asked of you." 

His petition requested that the board 
"allow independent certified personal 
trainers to train members in the exercise 
facilities ... 

The board unanimously said it 
wouldn't hire trainers. "But that's not 
what I asked.· Hoffman said after the 
meeting. 

Board action came after a report from 
Legal Affairs Committee Chairman John 
o~ . 

He said some personal trainers 

------------------------

·apparently" already are operating on 
centers property in violation of the rules. 
He was unsure of the number. 

Proponents of the trainers also ~ay 
that unsupervised or improper use of fit
ness equipment could be a danger to 
users. and that the information now pro
vided in brochures and by Sun Health is 
insufficient. Orr said. 

On the other hand. "the equipment in 
the centers has been checked by trained 
personnel and is safe if used according 
to directions: Orr said. 

·we know of no one now serving in 
the centers as a paid personal trainer in 
violation of the rules. We believe Sun , 
Health does a good job,· and that hiring 
personal trainers ·would not solve any 
possible problem for the general mem
bership." though it might benefit a hand
ful of members, he concluded. 

As a result. Orr asked the board to 
vote against hiring trainers. and it did 
so. 

But not without lengthy arguments. 
Denise Linegar. for instance. who said 

she had been affiliated with a YWCA for 
years, called conditions in the exercise 
rooms "horrendous· and said she was 
"totally appalled" at what she called "the 
unbelievably cruel" things happening to 
some residents on exercise regimens. 

Ginger Welch urged the board ·to 
allow us a trainer of our own choice.· 

But Phyllis Baldwin, 81. said she uses 
the fitness rooms, "and I think you can 
do it on your own. Don't add to the 
staff." 

Ralph Frye. who said he was a body
builder. called the facilities "adequate for 
self-directed use." and instead com
plained that the Sun Health courses 

take up too much time and use too 
much gear. 

Another power lifter. John Walsh, said 
he pays $400 to go to LA Fitness for his 
training. 

"I need what they have,· he said. "but 
your stuff is good for the other 99 per
cent of the people." 

Still, he said, with the centers provid
ing golf and tennis pros. "why not let the 
trainers come in on contract like they do 
in Sun City Grand?" 

Answering a final question from Hoff
man. who started the debate months 
ago, board President Richard Catlin 
promised the· board would ·take another 
look" at the petition request for individu
ally paid trainers using centers facilities. 
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Mollie J. Hoppes/Doily News-Sun 

Les Hicks, second from right, is stepping 
down as general manager of the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City West to work for a Del 
Webb community in Las Vegas. 

sew centers manager quits 
H l·cks res1·gns post the board of his resignation late Tuesday a_f

ternoon. Staff members learned about his 
• • departure then, Hicks said. for Nevada posIt1on He will. leave Sun City West on March 4, 

Prather said. 
By BRUCE ELLISON 
Staff writer 

SUN CITY WEST - Les Hicks, general 
manager of the Recreation Centers of Sun City 
West, resigned Tuesday. 

Hicks, who joined the recreation centers 
from a similar post in Sparks, Nev., will be 
returning to Nevada to work for the Del Webb 
Corp. in Las Vegas, where he will become 
executive director of the company's new Sun 
City MacDonald Ranch homeowners associ
ation. 

In that post, said a Webb spokesman, he will 
oversee all recreational amenities at the 
community where some 200 homes have been 
sold. 

Hicks' predecessor here, Steve O'Donnell, 
also left the centers for a job with Webb. 

Dirk Prather, president of the governing 
board at the recreation centers, said Hicks told 

Hicks said this morning that "the op
portunity to work for Del Webb and the chal
lenge of getting in on the ground floor of a new 
development that I can help build, in terms of 
both program and physical facilities," enticed 
him to make the move. 

The departing general manager also praised 
his staff in his resignation letter to Prather. 

"I told him that we have a qualified and 
talented staff, one that is quite capable of 
operating these facilities in top condition." 

Hicks also said he's leaving the centers in 
better shape than when h e arrived. "I believe 
we've done a lot in two years with facilities 
and with programs, and I go with a good 
feeling about the successes," he said. 

Prather said the governing board - some of 
whose members are out of town - will meet 
early next week to start the search for a 
successor. The base salary for the gene ral 
manager is about $60,000, he sa id. 

"The members of the governing board would 
like to thank Mr. Hicks for the exce llent work 
he did for the residents and for the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City West in the last two years," 
Prather added. 

Steve Jablonowski, centers golf manager, 
praised Hicks this morning as a man who "was 
one of the most consistent and fair individuals 
I have ever known. He supported the team 
concept. He was very supportive of the staff 
and of the individuals he worked for (th~ 
board)," Jablonowski said. 

"The staff, all of us, report to the general 
manage r, and he in turn reports to the govern
ing boa rd president, and carries out the gov
erning board poli cies," Jablonowski said. 
Through all the turmoil, animosity and ac
cusations that accompanied last fall's govern
ing board election, Jablonowski said, "he sup
ported the staff." 

"As general manager," Hicks said this morn
ing, "you get paid to take the heat, but there's 
also a great deal of gratification that comes 
with the job." • 

Hicks started at the centers June 1, 1994. 
► See sew centers, A5 



■ From A1 
Ue was hired as centers board members, led 

' by Human Resources Committee chairwoman 
Pat Duros, winnowed· a prospective field of 130 
or so candidates first down to 10, then to three, 
before making a final selection in mid-April 

1994. The 10 finalists had been interviewed at 

projects there. When completed, it will 
considerably smaller than Sun City West, v.. 
an estimated 4,350 residents, compared v.. 
perhaps 35,000 in Sun City West when it 

completed. 
MacDonald Ranch will have one golf cou 

and one main recreation center. Webb , 
scribes the community center as about 40,\ 
square feet, with a golf pro shop, restaura 
fully equipped fitness center, outdoor recr, 
tional facilities, arts and crafts center and 
250-seat social hall and gathering areas. 

their homes on video tape, using questions 
provided by the centers committee, said Duros. 
Three, including Hicks, later were invited to 
sun City West for final selection. 

O'Donnell resigned Jan. 15, effective Feb. 14, 
1994, meaning there was about a 3

1
12-month 

period when there was no centers general 

The recreation centers also lacks a con-

The adjacent golf course was designed 
Casper, Nash & Associates of Phoenix and h 
90-acre, 3,845-yard, par-60 executive course. 

Sun City west has seven golf courses c 
signed by Casper, Na.sh & Associates and fo 

large recreation centers. 
Hicks said that he still has many friends 

manager. 

troller, following the resignation of Lee Kirt
ley, who left Jan. 1. Board members had been 
meeting with Hicks to see if they could hire a 
controller soon, to help with budgeting, but so 
far no choice has been announced. 

Webb's MacDonald Ranch project in Las 
Vegas is the second, and smaller, of its two 

Nevada, though no strong ties· to the state. I-. 
learned of the Webb Las Vegas job last yea 
sent in a resume and was granted an inte 
view. "I think I was fortunate to be selected ft 
the challenging post," he said. 
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·Boarcl O~s gllidelines 
·lo., -.. rec .. -,,emb.erShip 

. ~ . . .. . . : . . 

Re$1.denls of ney( ~RW·de,v~ie>p~ehts .to pay for use 
By BRUCE EWSON develop~ by Webb,' and isn't' dwellings to come under the 
Staff writer _ included in }the .':mandatory ~creation centers umbrella, 

membership provision that bttt at a cost 
Developets of new housing Webb' include<Fin' deeds: .In , :For.each new single family 

in' Sun·: Cit;s, West who want .other cases, lots .intended for .home, condominium unit or 
their customers to be able to· commercial use have been : apal't1!1ent unit, the gulde~lnes. 
use • recreation centers now ·sold for residential use to !:say, the Centers will charge an. 

. have some guidelines about builders other • than Webb. ' up-front buy-in fee of $5,000 
how much that privilege will Their owners. are ·ne~ fi- · ,per dwellillg unit. There's also 
coct. · · .nal -plans to construct houSUlg. . .a rectuirement that all the 

Residents or the communlt;y • It is those ·projects that will residents in those projects 
who bought houses from Del ~ affected by the new guide- ~me Centers members and 
Webb Corp. pai4 for construe- lines. . pay the annual dues. 

· tion of the community's four The l11Stalled value of all · Independent liVing facilities 
contcrs, &even golf courses Centers facilities Is more than . will <:attY a buy-in fee of 
and other amenities as part oC $70 milllon, said Centers $3,000, and a 100 percent 
their home price. treasurer Hal Lind, c;,r more ·. mem~hip requirement; as-

And all persons listed on 'than $4,000 for each of .Sun sisted living facilities carry a 
deeds are required· to be Cen- City West's 17,000 dwelling $5® fee, and a 50 percent 
ters members and pay annual unit& mcpiborahip requirement. 
fees; currently $126.50 a year The new guidelines adopted Skilled nursing homes will not . 
per person. at Thursday's governing board be charged. 

But some housing wasn't meeting allow additional ► See New developments, AS 

New .developments seek 
Centers membership 

◄ From Al 

Grandview Terrace, the 288-
unit independent living ~m
plex on Granite Val)eY Dn~e, 
was allowed to. buy in to Cen
ters membership for $2,600 :l 

unit, plus a requirement that 
all owners pay annual dues. 

An aparunent project In the , 
central core by The Ryerson 
Co. and McDonnell Douglas 
Realty - still to be started -
holds a contract with the Gen• 
ters to buy in at $2,500. a unit. 
That contract, signed almost 
three years ago, gives the de-

ve1opers uve years to start 
- construction or· renegotiate, 

said ronner Ceut.,,rs t.n:asurer 
J'ack O'Connor. 

The new guidelines may 
give pause tp Ryerson and the_,. 
-Fitzpatrick family, who al
ready have plans for large 
projects in Sun City West: The 
Fitzpatricks could build as 
many as 196 apartment units 
on a vacant 16-acre tract off 
Veterans Drive in the expan
sion area, and Ryerson plans 
a 100-unit luxury complex 
next to the Sundome over
lookin; Hillcrest G9lf Course, 

- ~ -well as the already- .. ~on
·.tracted rental complex near 
the post office. · · , 

Earlier Recreation Centers 
discussions with Ryerson 
about the golf course project 
were fruitless, O'Connor said, 
after some Centers board 
members thought $15,000 a 
unit was a good starting point. 

The buy-in fees are payable 
as each unit is sold. 

Dirk Prather introduced the 
guidelines after talking about 
the need for them at the Feb
ruary bo"rd m<:<:t!ng. Devel
opment or· the ·Fitzpatrick 

property was foremost in his 
mind, since Fitzpatrick in 
December had told neighbors 
that he intended to put the 
proposed units under Centers. 
membership, and indicated 
that $2.,500 was what he would · 
have to pay per unit to do :,o. 

Prather said in February 
that there was no set fee and· 
·that each project was negoti-• 
able, but that some "guide
lines" were desirable. · 

He said Thursday he · 
thought the . new rees were 
reasonable; ·and that if they 
.~re inuch higher '.'develop- . 

i : • • • • ' .. • • • -·· • 

ers may not Join and we could 
have problems with too many 
'guests' finding ways to use 
Centers facilities." 

The vote to adopt, the 
guidelinec was 6-0, with Car
ole Hubbs, chairwoman··of the 
Legal Affairs Committee abs
taining. Richard Catlin was 

• absent; . the president {Larry 
Watts) votes only to break a 
tie. . 

Because developers who 
want their projects to be sen
iors-only murt provide certain 
facilities Intended for the 
convenience of senior citizens 

· · in o~der to meet federal · fair 
housing act euidelincs Cen
ters membership ls hnportant 
to them. · 



RCSCW, SCWOOG: 
Sin,ultaneous meetings 
po1iend cJisag1·een,ent over 
'Cd inri" ('to "PlC'ldlT'r ·"' ~ 

I,, I L.J ( ' I o I \_.._,, 

en bloc . ba llot format 
MICHAEL MARESH and KATY O'GRADY 
uAILY lit1,::,-::,UtJ 

Officials of S11n City West 0\1·ners for Open 
Government told members ,111d the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City West governing board 
they could ask the court for an injunction to 
force the centers to go forward with an elec
tion on proposed bylaw changes . 

.. It might be necessary if the (governing 
board) does something tha t is beyond their 
rights." SCWOOG President Carl Elitz said. 

SCWOOG met al the the R.H. Johnson 
Social Hall Monday a t the same time the 
RCSCW governing board was meeting in the 
R.H. Johnson Lecture Hall. 

The governing board had scheduled a 
meeting Dec. 13 for the purpose of voling on 
proposed bylaw changes after SWOOG sub
mitted 4. 156 signatures about a month ago to 
force the meeting. 

In an about face du1ing the weekend. 
RCSCW governing board President Allen 
Young sent a letter to SCWOOG officials tell 
ing members the meelin,g wa~ not needed 
because future town hall mcrtlllgs would 
address the iss11rs. The letter a lso said a 
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MOUIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Residents study proposed Recreation Centers of Sun City West bylaw changes at Monday's 
Sun City West Owners for Open Government meeting in the R.H. Johnson Social Hall. 

proxy vote would not be a llowed because the 
vote would be by mail-in ballot. 

The governing board has not endorsed 
Young's positions and will consult with an 
expert it hired Monday before makin,g any 
decisions. 

SCWOOG directors objected to both of 

Young's positions. SCWOOG also stood by its 
position that members vote on eight proposed 
bylaws changes rather than requiring a n all
or-not hing vote. 

SCWOOG oullined the eight proposed 
bylaw changes and the three voling methods 
it is pushing during Monday's meeting. 

vote 

MOLLIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS SUN 

Richard Ahlgren reads proposed Recreation 
Centers of Sun City West bylaw amendments 
to residents at a meeting of Sun City West 
Owners for Open Government Monday in the 
R.H. Johnson Social Hall. 

At its meeting. governing-board members 
hired lawyer Beth Mulcahey. considered an 
expert in associations. to aid them in dealing 
with scwooc;·s proposed byl;-iw rhan.e;es. 

SCWOOG mranwhi lr . 1,1lkcrl nl ha \'in,g lo 

See SCWOOG pushes, A5 

CJ V /: R 
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collect money for an "lnjunr
uon lund" to hire a lawyer if 
t h e board doesn't come 
around o n i ts election 
demands. 

Elitz said the organization 
has raised about $4,600 and 
has less than $3,000 left to 
get through December, not 
including any funds it would 
need for the injunction. The 
$3.000 would be used for 
general expenses such as 
printing the bylaws. 

At the governing-board 
meeting, Young said h e 
would prefer canceling the 
Dec. 13 vote, since the board 
will be holding two town-hall 
meetings in the next month 
to d iscuss the proposed 
bylaw changes. The board 
also said proxies are no 
longer needed, since each 
RCSCW member will receive 
a mail-in ballot. 

In the letter to SCWOOG, 
Young said the eight bylaws 
should be voted on as a pack
age, n ot ind ivid ua ll y. 
SCWOOG members ques
tioned whether Young had 
the su pport of the board in 
writing the letter or whether 
he acted alone. 

"We contacted several of 
the governing-board mem
bers, and they had no idea 
Mr. Young had written this 
letter - no idea whatsoever," 
said SCWOOG Secretary 
Richard Ahlgren. 

'1"his is Allen Young decid
ing 1the rules of the election." 
Eli tz a dded on Tuesday 
morning. "He's trying to 

MOUIE J. HOPPES/DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Recreation Centers of Sun City West governing-board mem
bers Bob Finn, left, and John Orr talk after a. work session 
Monday in the R.H. Johnson Lecture Hall. The meeting coin- . 
cided with a meeting of Sun City West Owners for Open 
Government in the Social Hall. 

dictate the entire rules of the 
election, and he is trying to 
do it himself." 

Young said he has spoken 
with several others in differ
ent communities who say it is 
impossible to vote on the 
changes individually. 

*You have 255 different 
scenarios," h e said. · "It is 
impossible to do and impossi
ble for the people to under
stand." 

But SCWOOG members 

--- -

said they will insist members 
be allowed to vote on U1e 
eight issues individually. Art 
Napoletano of SCWOOG said 
under the board's recommen
dation, all of the proposed 
changes could be killed if a 
resident liked seven of the 
proposed changes but not llie 
eighth. 

Napoletano said llie ball is 
In llie RCSCW's court, and its 
governing board's action will 
determine whether SCWOOG 

---- - -- - -
---- - -- --

- - --

files an injunction. He said 
the group likely won't budge 
on its election demands. 

"I lliink we would be pretty 
hard-core on lliat ... he said. 

Ahlgren read from the let
ter Young sent to SCWOOG 
stating members would only 
be allowed to vote on llie 
changes as a package. The 
letter drew harsh response 
from llie 300 or so members 
in attendance. 

"In oilier words, Mr. Young 
decided on his own lliat you 
were going to have to vote for 
or against all of them," Ahl
gren said. 

Not all directors were on 
Young's side. 

Director Tom Cook dis
agreed with voting on the 
proposals as a package. 

"It's not that difficult," he 
said. "Basically. lliere are a 
few lliat I can agree with and 
a couple I can't agree to." 

Director John Orr also 
opposed voting on the pro
posed changes as a package, 
saying there are a few he 
agrees with and a few he will 
not support. 

Young. calling Dec. 13 "D
Day," said the RCSCW board 
needs to understand the pro
cedure for setting up the.Dec. 
13 vote. He said members 
can mail-in their ballots or 
drop lliem off at any of the 
four rec centers until · noon 
Dec. 13. 

Ballots must be mailed by 
the centers no later llian Nov. 
19, because current bylaws 
require mail-In ballots to be 
ma iled at least 22 days before 
elections. 
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! , Sun City Westers react- ballot for the election to 
ea favorably to a meeting the board. The club presi
. in the Sundome called Fri- dents chose not to take 
. day by Del E.Webb Devel- this responsit>Hity. 
opment Co. "THE CURRENT arti-

Approximately 3,000 cles and by-laws allow 
residents attended a meet- open nomination whereby 
ing arranged by Devco to individuals' names are 

· discuss matters concern- placed on the ballot by a 
-1ng Sun City West Recrea- petition of -100 names. 
lion Centers Inc. "Perhaps a screening or 

The meeting opened advisory group can still 
with Webb officials be found to assist in this 
presenting prepared state- process and we would wel
ments on various items. come any input on this 
The remainder of the pro- matter so long as it repre
gram was devoted to dis- sents a cross section of 
cussion and questions the entire community and 
from residents. is not dominated by any 

THE MEETING began one group." . 
with a summary of oper- In accordance with the 
ating costs for the rec articles of incorporation, 
centers for last year and Webb officals named 
the operating budget for March 4, 1981, as the turn
next year. over date of the rec cen-

Total revenue for last ters. 
year was listed at $645,- However, Aubin said 
000. Total expenses were this date can be changed 

. put at $1,291,000 leaving if it is felt residents are 
. lm operating loss of $646_,- not ready for the take-
000. over. 

Devco's operating bud~- "DEL E. Webb Devel-
.. et for 1980-81 fiscal year 1s opment Co. is not ada

$1,003 ,000 in revenue, $1,- mant on the March 1~ 
·'748,000 in total expenses, 1981, turnover date. We 
'1ith operating losses put will be flexible to the 

11oat $745,000. needs and desire of you, 
Officials then outlined the residents," he said. 

basic areas of past con- "I would like to empha
cern. Discussion touched size, however, that Webb 
a variety of areas, includ- will continue to .under
tng the proposed turnover write the operation in ac
date of the Rec Centers, cordance with the tunrov
use of golf courses, future er agreement of the 
contruction of additional recreation centers regard
.phases and recreation less of who is operating 
centers, and annual rec the facilities. 
center fees. "The takeover is auto-

steering committee must 
be set up to screen nomi
nees. We must set an elec
tion day for the re·c 
board." 

He then made a motion 
that residents elect Wes
ter Robert Wilson to chair 
the committee. , 

THIS suggestion 
brought boo·s and jeers 
from the audience. Amid 
shouts of "You're out of 
order," and "Sit down, 
you're time is up," Dun
leavy finally left the 
stage. 

Wilson, member of the 
Property Owners and Res
dien t Associaton and, 
chairman of the Dysart 
Affairs School Committee 
responsed by telling resi
dents he wasn't interested 
in the nomination unless 
the com·munity wanted 
him. 

" I have no interest 
whatsoever in taking this 
job. I would not consider 
it unless the entire mem
bership supported it," he 
said . 

Aubin told listeners the 
community as a whole, 
rather than particular 
~roups, should be involved 
m the formation of any 
such committee. 

"WE ARE NOT going to 
work with PORA directly 
on this. We are going to 
work with a cross section 
of Sun City West," he 
said. 

In other matters, Aubin 
told Westers confusion 

' FORMATION OF a fu- rriatic unless residents 1 
ture board of directors for amend the articles of in
the Rec Center~ was also corporation to extend the 
discussed. . date," he added. ' 

Webb executive vice Discussion of the turn- 1 
president Joe Aubin told over date drew prompt 
residents that electing the responses from residents. 
board would rest with HOGAN Dunleavy, who 
them. has been active in com-

However, he said a pre- munity elections, asked 
vious attempt by Webb to Devco permission to ad
involve residents in nomi- dress the crowd. 
nation of candidates to the , He then got on stage 
board was unsuccessful. where Webb officials were 

Aubin said, " We· ap- seated, and told residents 
proached the Recreation they should set µp a steer
Center club presidents ing committee to choose 
and asked them to act a·s nominees !or the rec 
an advisorJ committe~ board. 
which woul seek out in- In an effort to take com
terested and capable peo- mand of the meeting, 
ple to be placed on a Dunleavy claimed, '' f...,j 



over Hillcrest golf course · or as determined by the "Devco is doing an ex
stemmed from resident's recreation centers board. cellent job. It has done 
misunderstanding · ot the "This will allow recrea- more than its share," said 
situation. tion center revenues to another. 

" We never made a keep_ up with inflation. PORA president Joseph 
statement there would be The current recession .has Kelso said, ''The meeting 
six golf courses available. gone on for some time. As indicates a change in Dev
That is a misunderstand- the economr improves, co policy regarding a re
ing on your part. home sales will increase lease of information to 

"Hillcrest will be main: and -that is the base for Sun City West resi
tained by Webb fo_r anoth- support of this recreation dents-a change that has 
er 10 years or so,_" he center complex," he.said. been badly needed." 
said In the future, Aubin said "I AM confident that 

· . there will be a periodic questions were answered 
~EVERAL reside~ts insert in the monthly ac- sincerely._ Maybe it will 

said they were told. Hill- tivity calander · to keep lead to better communica
crest ~ould automatically · re•sidents better informed. tions with Sun City West," 
be available to them wh~n WESTERS' reactions on he said. 
they purchased their the meeting were positive. Yet what about com
homes. "I · Many expressed . feelings plaints that frequently 

"We would suggest that that rumors were cleared seem to crop up over Dev
y~ur sal~speopl~ don

1
t up, questions were an- . co and how Sun City West 

giye the ~mpression t~at swered· and communica- should be run? 
Hlllcre~t is part of th~ tion lines with Devco were "The real gripes are 
package," said one resi- opened up. really in ~he minorit~," 
dent. . "It was informative and one resident said. 

Another question posed cleared the air a lot," said "They're vocal , but 
to We~b regard~d the an- one resident. they're small." 
nual mcrease m recrea- ~ --- . 
tion fees. 

"We have been criti
cized for not communicat
ing with Sun City West 
residents, particularly on 
the $9 raise in rec center 
dues," said Aubin. 

WEBB OFFICIALS 
maintain the increase was 
necessary due to inflation 
and more people moving , 
into the community. 

According to a facilities 
agreeinnent, Aubin 
said," fees may be 
changed by the amount ~f 
increase or decrease . m 
the cost of living annually 

-
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Director -wants PORA to govern Sun City West 
SURVEY-SAYS: 
Murphy calls group, 
the best choice to run 

· retirement community 

MICHAE~ MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

One Sun City West Property 
Owners and Residents Association 
director thinks the community 
should be run exclusively by its 
organization. 

PORA Director Noah Murphy said 
Tuesday PORA · is better equipped 
than the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West goven:ung board to run 
the retirement community. 

in July, the RCSCW governing 
board came under frre for numerous 
allegations. and PORA asked its 
members in a survey if its organiza
tion should take a stand. Its 

. . 
members overwhel~gly said the a' committee to be formed to discuss after trying to to~ch. ' base ' with . . "Som~body · n~eds to," Nicols 
organization 'should. possible action by PORA. · Young and Fagan. · The . committee, :replied. 

In a resolution, Murphy pointed We want to go on record Jo say he said, is no longer meeting so the .,· 'Murphy said it is his belief PORA 
to three of the questions on the sur- we agree witb our members," Mur- . resolution will have to be passed on should be the quasi-governmental 
vey, telling its members PORA phy said. ·we· are answering our: to anothe_r group. ,· :· - . , ·.;: agency residents would ·have to look 
agrees with them. ' members" concern." , · · · · ; ' New residenfJohn Nicofs said' he to·, not the RCSCW governing board. 

· The three issues are: , , Director Don Poppen,• wh'o serves, could not under$tand why there · · · ·we 'are the town hall board, and 
• Whether the RCSCW board on a ,committee. to discuss the two: were two governmental :bodies in · that needs lo be' cleared up," Mur

possibly violated some provisions of entities merging with•;·- said he did · Sun City.West. •, · phy said. "The RCSCW governing 
the state's op~n-meetings laws. not want the resolution to come The resolution, he said, does not board is a parks and recreation 

• Whether •the RCSCW board before his committee. ,· · say anything except that PORA department. This should be the gov-
acted properly in making significant "If it is passed on, it is a cop out," agrees with its m_embers. . erning board here. That's what 
changes _in bylaws without member- · said Poppen. who was. the only dis- "PORA members are saying they needs to be done." 
ship appi_-oval. senter in the resolutionyote. "If that are getting .had, ~d something Murphy said the RCSCW board of 

• Whether the RCSCW board gets. passed on to the. committee•s· needs to be dom;." Nicols said. ~I am directors need to-concentrate on the 
_communicates properly with pockets, I do not want_to ma,ke that . confused about everyone's role · in centers, ·not the community affairs. 
members. decision.", . . ' , .. -:- ·. , · · this, and it's money .coming out of · "They should be hiring a parks 

PORA took no action and did not Other committee members ant · my·pockets." ., ,. .. and recreation director, not a ·gen-
state an opinion back in July, · anc;l PORA President Randy Fuller; · . · Fuller said PORA would give eral manager," he said. "That's all 
Murphy saii:l that had to change. RCSCW President Alleri Young and,. Nicols a copy of its bylaws as well as · they are. They are 'not a governing 

"I think it is the time for the. Vice Pres ident Tom Fagan as well ·as what things the ,association ,is boan;l." . 
board to listen and answer to its at-large member Hal Lind. responsible for, adding PORA .acts : Nicols··agreed. "This prganization 
membership," he said. The resolu- Fuller said the committee he and much like a municipal city council. . with the input you have needs to 
lion states the resolution will be Poppen served on have not met with "We are not interested getting in take control of the .community," he 
passed on to a current committee or RCSCW officials for months· - even someo~e·s back yard," Fuller said. . said. 
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JON CANNON, 
general manager 
of the Recreation 

Centers of Sun 
City West, 

walked into 
governing-board 

President Allen 
Young's office 

Tuesday morn
ing and quit. "He 
just came in and 

told me he 
couldn't take it 

anymore," 
Young said. 

Cannon had filed 
a constructive

discharge warn
ing. 

Daily News-Sun WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 4. 2002 

Cannon resigns, cites 
poor working conditions 
SUN CITY WEST: GM 
had warned governing 
board, could file suit 

MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

After two contentious months as 
the general manager of the Recre
a tion Centers of Sun City West , Jon 
Cannon resigned his position Tues
day morning. 

Cannon's ascent to the RCSCW 
top s pot had been riddled with dis
sension. In April , the then-senior 
manager of bus iness services was 
named to replace R.G. Andersen
Wyckoff as general manager. After 
the Daily News-Sun questioned the 

selection process, the board voted 
publicly on April 25 for Cannon's 
.appointment. 

In May, accu sations alleging 
financial improprieties by Cannon 
prompted an investigation which 
showed the claims to be untrue. 

But governing-board member Bob 
Finn thought the investigation 
incomplete and conducted an inde
pendent investigation by interview
ing and videotaping former RCSCW 
employees who once worked under 
Cannon . 

On Tuesday, Cannon informed 
governing-board Pres ident Allen 
Young he could no longer handle 

See Resignation stuns, A5 

RCSCW senior golf manager 
emerges as likely successor 
STAFF REPORT 

Todd Pat ty, a lon g- lime 
employee of the Recreation Centers 
of Sun City West. has been named 
a candidate for general manager of 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City 
West, a source close lo the selec
tion process reported Tuesday. 

The RCSCW governing board will 
meet in a closed session in the 
governing-board office a t the R.H. 
Johnson Recreation Center. 19803 
R. H. J ohnson Blvd .. at 2:30 p. m. 

today to discuss hiring either an 
in terim general manager or a per
manent GM following the resigna
tion of Jon Ca nnon Tuesday 
morning. 

The emergency meeting. called 
after Cannon resigned. is sched
uled to discuss hirtng an interim 
general manager. though a perma
nent successor could be named. 

John Orr, in charge of legal 
affairs for the RCSCW governing 

See Selection process, A5 

TODD PATTY, 
senior manager 
of golf and envi
ronmental ser
vices, was 
named to his 
post in April 
2001 by former 
General Manager 
R.G. Andersen
Wyckoff. Insid
ers at the Recre
ation Centers of 
Sun City West 
report he is the 
likely successor 
to Jon Cannon·, 
who r'esigned 
Tuesday. 
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what he considered intolera 
ble conditions and resigned 
his posilion. 

··He just came in and told 
me he couldn"l lake il any
more,·· Young said. adding 
the board will meet today in a 
closed session at 2:30 p. m. lo 
discuss the resignation. 

··1 can't divulge what we 
are going to do until I meet 
with the board Lo discuss th is 
mess.- Young said. ·we have 
a serious problem here. a nd I 
am trying to hold this thing 
Logether.-

Yo u n e; said he was 
stunned at Lhe news. espe
cially because the board was 
trying to rectify conditions 
lhal brought o n a 
constructive-discharge warn
ing from Cannon. 

·1 was surprised by Lhc 
suddenness of this." he said . 
· 1 have known of his unrest 
and discomfort. I wasn·t pre
pared lo come in al 8: 15 in 
lhe morn ing to be lold he was 
leaving.-

Calls to Cannon were not 
returned. and according lo a 
press release. he has taken a 
pos iti on wilh a n o th er 
community. 

Finn was pleased wi th 
news of lhe rcsi!.(nation. 

""We can move forward ancl 

start taking care of business:· 
he said. addine; that he 
believes a search committee 
needs to be formed so three 
candidates can be submitted 
to the board for ils selection. 

Acco rdin g Lo RCSC W 
bylaws related to the appoint
ment of a general manager. 
"when required .- the board 
must appoint a selection 
commitlee. headed by the 
chairperson of the governing 
board"s huma n -resources 
committee. lo consist of not 
less than five owner-members 
approved by a majority vote 
of the board . 

The selection committee. 
the bylaws continue. shall 
submit a l least three quali
fied candidates lo the govern
ing board for its review and 
selection. The appointment of 
the general manager requires 
an affirmative vote of six or 
more of the nine board 
members. 

The board. when hiring 
Cannon . said it was not 
required to form a search 
committee since a qualified 
in-house candidate was inter
ested in the position. I lowev
er. F'inn and other members 
of the community took excep
tion to that interpretation. 

Whtie mos t govern ing 
board members have clcclinecl 
lo clisrnss the s tatus of the 

construct ivc-clischarge warn 
ing. one community leader 
said Tuesday Cannon is going 
lo file suit against the board 

F'inn is adopting a wait 
a nd-see approach. 

·we are going lo have to 
get something in writing.· he 
said. 

Cannon resigned under 
the construc tive-discharge 
provision , according to a 
RCSCW source who asked to 
not be identified. Construc
tive discharge occurs when 
an employee believes he or 
s he has to qui t because of 
intolera ble working condi
tions of which supervisors 
were aware. but took no 
action to rectify. Under the 
provision. the employee -
after quitting - can sue the 

employer for not laking steps 
to try to fix the alleged work 
ing conditions. 

Golf Operations Manager 
Todd Patty's name was men
tioned as a pem1anent sue 
cessor to Cannon by one 
board member. 

F'inn. however. said the 
board cannot name anyone 
as genera l manager today 
because a search committee 
must be formed to find at 
least Lhree candidates. F'inn 
said he will oppose any vote. 
especia lly if that vote is to be 
ta ken in c losed session . . 
which is how Cannon was 
selected . 

Michael Maresh can be 
reached at 876-25 13 or 
mmaresh@aztrib.com. 

Selection process starts today 
' 

From Al 

board . said il is his under
standing that it is his 
responsibly to select candi
dates for Cannon's 
successor. 

Director Tom Cook said 
the meeting \viii discuss two 
things - hiring an interim 
ma nage r a nd permanent 
manager. 

Pally is senior manager of 
.~olf and environmental 

services. He was named to 
this position in April 200 I by 
fom1er General Manager R.G. 
Andersen-Wyckoff 

Patty previously had been 
in charge of environmental 
services. primarily on lhe golf 
courses. and golf mainte
nance manager. 

His current responsibili 
ties include management of 
the entire golf program. with 
the golf operations managers 
reporting directly lo him. 
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SCW' s long-running soap opera 
Community politics keep plot churning 

By S<.:an L J\kCarthy 
The Arizona Republic 

If you've just recently be
gun paying attention to the pol
itics inside Sun City West, you 
might think you've stumbled 
upon a soap opera. 

No matter what you call it, 
something peculiar has been 
happening within the walls of 
this retirement community of 
more than 26,000. 

The past few months have 

seen two general managers 
leave early. The first left with 
an eight-month severance 
package that riled the commu
nity and resulted in the forma
tion of a new activist group. 
His successor resigned after 
two months and is threatening 
to sue unless he gets a similar 
going-away payment. 

In the meantime, the gov
erning board members have 
accused each other of reckless 
behavior that is costing Sun 

City West residents hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. 

For the uninitiated, here is a 
look back a t the past decade of 
"episodes" in Sun City West's 
political drama. 

1993-94 
A citizen-controlled board 

governs the Recreation Cen
ters of Sun City Wes t for the 
first time in 1993. Developer 
Del Webb Corp. previously 

controlled the board. 
Residents question the use 

of recreation centers em
ployees to help build Deer Val
ley Golf Course. 

Governing Board President 
Al Spanjer comes under fire 
when attorney James f-lienton 
is paid more than $3,000 to ex
amine the legality of the 
board's efforts to remove fel
low member .John Scolastico 
from his post as chairman of 
the human resources commit
tee. Scolastico spends much of 
1993 arguing with general 
mana·ger Chuck Roach over 
the developer's role in the com-

munity. Scolastico has minor
ity support from Spanjer, 
Harry Spence and Fred Mor
tensen. 

A nine-citizen blue-ribbon 
committee concludes that the 
board does not have proce
dures to resolve conflicts and 
does not give enough direction 
to its general manager. 

The board approves a new 
conflict-of-interest policy in 
August 1993, but on ly four of 
the nine directors sign it . 

Spence resigns the clay after 
three candidates endorsed by 
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Del Webb win seats to the 
board in December 1993. "I've 
tried to be the peacemaker," 
Spence tells The Arizona Re
public. "I've been here for the 
residents. But I've been la
beled as anti-Webb. You can 
only take so much. I don't get 
paid." 

Mortensen resigns in March 
1994. Scolastico resigns the 
next month. 

Some residents debate 
whether ~un City West should 
rename itself to avoid confu
sion with nearby Sun City. The 
new board, in a letter to The 
Republic, denies allegations 
that the members have not ad, 
hered to Arizona's open-meet
ing laws. 

1995 
Board member Bob Kelley, 

angered over increased fees 
and ar guing that the board has 
been too secretive, forms a 
group called Citizens for Re
sponsible Leadership and 
leads a recall effort against 
thr ee of his colleagues. 

Five board members - in
cluding the three targeted by 
Kelley - resign en masse in 
December. Vice President 
Allan Grossman, one of the 
five who resign, says board 
members "should not have to 
be subjected to the many_ lies 
and slanderous comments." 
Grossman writes in The Re
public, "Only someone on a big 
egQ trip would actually 'want' 
this job." 

Spanjer and Carole Hubbs 
(now a state legislator) are ap
pointed to fill two of the vacan
cies. 

1996 
Del Webb Corp. relinquishes 

control of Sun City West in Jan
uary. 

Allegations of money squan
dering, secrecy and manipula
tion swirl around the board's 
decision to buy a $95,000 PC
based computer system. A 
group of about 40 residents 
forms Citizens for our Im
proved Recreation Centers 
Leadership, accusing the 
board of breaking its commit
ment to voters by meeting in 
secret and acting incompe
tently. The group's slate of can
didates wins seats on the board 
in that fall 's elections. 

Hubbs, who becomes presi
dent of the Sun City West Rec
reation Centers board in 1997, 
promises to lessen the bicker
ing. 

promise to open up board pro
cedures and sets up a Web site 
for a new activist group, Sun 
City West Owners for Open 
Government. 

Finn, Godderis and Beaupre 
take office in July. Cannon's 
promotion becomes official, 
with a salary and benefits 
package totaling $108,325. 

board pays Cannon nine 
months' severance, benefits, 
tort damages and attorney fees 
by Sept, 17. 

In a special meeting Sept. 12, 
the governing board decides 
not to respond to Marton's let
ter, forwarding it to the board's 
insurance lawyer s. 

General manager R.G. An
dersen-Wyckoff, who intended 
to retire in February 2003, in
stead announces in April that 
he'll leave July 1. The board 
forgoes a job search, promot- , 
ing Jon Cannon, senior man
ager for business services. 

Cannon puts the board on no
tice in May that he has grounds 
to file a constructive discharge 
complaint, meaning that un
less working conditions im
prove, he would resign. 

The board votes in a closed 
session June 27 to grant Ander
sen-Wyckoff an eight-month 
severance package of $93,405 
that includes money for health 
insurance, retirement benefits 
and the use of a personal car. 

Over the summer, Sun City 
West Owners for Open Gov
ernment threatens to sue the 
board over its financial deal 
with Andersen-Wyckoff. 
Board members press Finn 
about a potential conflict of in
terest by remaining a 
SCWOOG member . The gov
erning board announces that it 
spent $45,624 on an investiga
tion that cleared Cannon of 
wrongdoing. Residents had 
accused him of having trees or
dered for the community deliv
ered to his home. 

On Sept. 17, the board ap
points Denise Babirak, the rec
reation centers' human re
sources manager, and Todd 
Patty, senior manager of golf 
and environmental services, to 
serve jointly as interim gen
eral managers. Babirak and 
Patty are given temporary sal
ary increases. They will revert 
to their regular jobs and sala
ries when a new general man
ager is named. Cannon resigns Sept. 3. His 

lawyer, Kraig Marton, files a 
notice of constructive dis
charge but suggests that a law
suit could be avoided if the 

Reach the reporter at sean.mccarthy 
@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 
444-6938. 

1997-98 
~housands of Sun City West 

residents focus their fury on 
th_e Dysart Unified School Dis
t~1ct, defeating budget over
rides and attempting to de-an
n~x themselv~s from the dis
trict. By the end of 1998, the 
Dysart school board will be 
made up entirely of Sun City 
West residents. 

Former Sun City West board 
member Bob Kelley returns in 
1998 with another recall effort 
~ut he fails to file petitions i~ 
tim~ to force a recall election 
against board Treasurer Hal 
L~nd. Kelley disliked Lind for 
h1~ vote to increase member
ship fees. 

1999 
The Sun City West Coalition 

gathers 12,000 petition signa
tures and defeats a proposed 
development that could have 
put 2,472 homes for residents 
of any age on a 638-acre orange 
grove at Pleasan_t · Valley 
Ranch, northeast of Sun City 
West. 

1-!undreds of Sun City West 
res1de1;1ts turn out for meetings 
~xplormg ~he possibility of an 
incorporation drive. 

2001 
The governing board drafts 

a letter asking the Maricopa 
County Sheriff's Office to put 
an end to public sex in Sun City 
West. That comes after an al
leged two-dozen sightings of 
seniors engaged in sexual ac
tivity at Sun City West recre
ation sites and parking lots. No 
one is ever named or arrested, 
but the episode garners na
tional attention. 

In October, the community 
bans one of its members from 
using reoreation facilities for a 
year after he allegedly makes 
threats against other residents 
and the recreation centers. 

The board decides to move 
regular elections from Decem
ber 2001 to March 2002. 

2002 
Robert Finn, Gene Godderis 

and former board member Bob 
Beaupre win seats on the gov
erning board. Finn, the leading 
vote-getter, campaigns on a 
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Sun City West residents demand more openness from Rec Centers 
t- By Sean L McCarthy 

The Arizona Republic 

Communication, or a lack 
thereof, has been the key topic 
of political debate this year 
within and around the Recre
ation Centers of Sun City West. 

Some residents in this re
tirement community believe 
that the Recreation Centers' 
governing board has not been 
open enough during its deliber
ations, with one activist group 
forming the Sun City West 
Owners for Open Government 

and filing petitions for a for
mal membership election in 
December that could revise 
the governing bylaws. 

The Rec Centers board held 
a special residents forum on 
Thursday to allow residents to 
talk about anything they 
wanted. A couple hundred peo
ple showed up. 

Topics raised included prob
lems the board could not solve 
(why vendors show up door-to
door, why some people drive 
too fast) and issues the board 
could address, such as rules 

for non-resident play on golf 
courses and bowling alleys, 
and the board's search for a 
new general manager. 

The board also heard a fa
miliar accusation: that its 
members had been meeting se
cretly in violation of open
meeting laws. Closed-door 
meetings are allowed to main
tain privacy on legal or person
nel matters. 

But board member John Orr 
acknowledged that members 
often talked about other mat
ters behind closed doors and 

would hear from the general 
manager about the budget 
process. 

"We would keep each other 
informed," Orr said. "This is an 
informal information proc
ess." 

He lamented that board 
members don't feel they can 
communicate openly, and in
stead resort to e-mails to up
date each other on Recreation 
Centers business. 

"I think that's regrettable," 
Orr said. 

Resident Tom Metzger said 

he was angry that Bob Finn is 
the only board member with
out a committee assignment. 
"This board is blatantly wrong 
in its treatment of Mr. Finn," 
Metzger said. 

Board President Allen 
Young said Finn still "votes the 
same as the others," but added 
that Finn would have to wait 
until Young is off the board in 
2003 to get a committee post. 

Young also said residents 
should no longer be castigating 
the board for its severance 
agreement with formal gen-

era! manager R.G. Andersen
Wyckoff, who retired eight 
months early. 

"If the community feels we 
made a mistake, that's fine," 
Young said. "We feel we made 
the right decision. So let's 
move on." 

A couple of residents asked 
about recent and potential 
changes to the bylaws. 

Board member Thomas Fa
gan said this summer's revi
s ions "were cosmetic changes" 
and did not give the board any 
powers it did not already have. 
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d the City • • 
eaction to 'Sex 
aughty, naughty 

Report of 'hanky-panky' on SCW property spreads nationally 
. but ha-ha! 

By Jack Hawn 

111\\\ did the com,11111111: react 
,., "\1 \ .rnd the Ci!) " l:ht 
.... •,·k, -,hocking rnl'latrnn 111 

,,. , 11.tl :1rti, ll) h:i, 111µ hl'l'll dc-
1:,·1,·,• 1•11 \un ( 'it, \i..e,t Rl·l·r,·
.. t, 111 ( l'llll' I".' pr(\rlrt_\ . .t \IUI_\ 

i:1:11 ~•.:inn! n,1tion:1I ath.·ntrnrf 
"(>tall the call-,_" Hoard Pre, 

: iu: 11 fl r nNad ,,ud. "onl: a tin:. 
Ill,\ J1Lrl'e11t.1µe f()lJI 01 
I:,,· ,,nl' r,·alh angr: people 

I )o/l'll'- and do1cn.., or other call.., 
\\L'IL', er: j')O">iti, c or questioned 
\\h: \\l' ,,cnt public." 

< )nl' S( · 'A resident. commcnt-
1111.! to .i ">lrangcr. ,, a.., c.\ lrcm el:,. 

uni ·'PP: the ma tte r had been 
m.,dc puhlic. 

··11 rcf'IL·ct ... bad I, on thL· 
rn111111uni1y." ,he said 

I ffl' fllhtad broke the s to r: at 
1lw \la: 24 monthl: Hoard mcct
rnt• \he 1eror1ed ">e\ual acti, it: 

had been tfL tel ted in the Palm 
R rd!•e and I{ .I .loh1N111 Rec ( cn
tl'r< ',\\illln1i111-' j>t l<\l:-,. ~ra:--. Palm 
l{rdrc rarki n!.! lot. 1he Do~g,e 
Park and on ; \ lcckL·r \ lnuma in 
bench 

\u:01di11F tn c 1L'll. \lg, I{_( i . 
.. ,. kr,l'll-V,:~kutf.it:1Hpkor 
d, /L'n inc ,1l nh had heen oh
'-l I ed h, ,. 1.· !>11,~l· and Rec 
( ·l'lllcr"< l'l111''' 1: l'l'.., fort\\ o: car,. 
h1n had hl't•n I lpt quiet. 

"We ha,e la1J lo\\ on it." hL· 
said 31 the Ma: 2-l IHL't:ti111--•- "I hl' 
problem ha.., cornL' knnckinr 1111 
t h l' d o o r . a n J , , L' d L' l' , d 1. J 
l'll\JUgh\ l'llOllg h \\ l' lll't•tkd tn 
bring it !n till· l~oa,d .. 

~l·n:-.at1011ah1L'd b, the 111cd1,1 

ant pickl'J up 011 thL 11,llllln;tl 

Ill,, s ,, 11 c h, '\ ""nciarcd Pr l''-'>. 

thl' ">lOI) h:l'. "'rark.ed \\ itk intu 
c..,t. includinµ taped tL·k, l'-ion 
ill!u·vie,,.., ,, ith I ljl 1 ,11..,t;1d. \\ ho 
rL'lurr11.:d \,ll urda, I mm a \\ l'1.·k rn 
I lorida. 

"J didn't th111k 11 ,,01dd µo rw-
11 0 I' \ \ i d l' . I d I d I 1 'l l' \ pl' 1 I II I , 1 

THE Wf- STFR lt11ir~-0cty June 7 2001 --

"I )11/i ,I /Ill\ //1/1 

f't I, t 11/,l,'a!.t' /fllll 

OJ /i\e \\1/t lllJj/l 

,,11g11 f 1111I, " 

-Dee HJermstad, 
reporting on 

phone calls from 
SCW residents 

rcalh the pmporlion ... ,.., 11<1,_" -Ill· 
said. "Hut none of it .uot 1<1 l\1n:1-
111a ( it,. I la .. ,, herl' I ,,:h. · 

'\onl·thcb,s lllhci-.., h:1, l' hL·ard 
110111 I r icnd, and r1.·lati, l'"' 1 11 

',[:!(('', :ll'nl'" till' Cllllllll: th;1t \1p1 

( 11: \\c:-,1 de;11I: h:h he, 11 ,: ,., 

li!,!htl'd h: lhl' m.>,,s 
\ , tor: in the Ari1011a lfrp11h

lic. ,, hid1 quoted \( \\ p11hli, 
relation-, dirL'Clor ,\ l;wr, Ill' 11:dl. 
'>latl'd that ~e\ual acti, 11:, :il,o 
had hcl'll oh,er, cd nn '-..( \\ t•nl I 
L'Olll'>l''-

" ' Ii L' d Id Ill\ I ', :t \ t I, ,11 .. 

I IJl'1111si:1d ,aid "I lh"l' ",1·, 

111, 111., ,1111lin•1 l, '-•'1 1111 
1·, l'' :•• "Jlt• ,,11 111, r111, l'llt1r-.t·, 
I\ l' 11,-. rd 111111nr, " 

I ltl' 1 l'hl:hi p,.11 ... ,·d 11:111111: 
i1:111dl111L' !Ill· ,111r, 111 a , 1T\ prn
k,, i,•r .al''·': \l1l' I ,·pi it 011 a 
l1):.1 ht 1111ll' :r11d h,1,11 '1 •11.tdl' 1hi .., 
d,·:i- II\ ,,, l(\IJ,. f I f 1.t• Ill h· Cll1 :1 

l1t•l11 11,11,· 

"\\1 f .. l\c Jill 1111,·r,,1 111 ,1rw,1-
11112 :in: hod:. p1Chl'1 ,II i Ill! an, -
hn,h \\, ,l.i11't ,., ,·11 \\a111111 p;,11 
1lr,·11 flll'l'l lw,,hir ,·.11d, \\1.•'1l' 
'" .i , 1111 1<1 J'lflli,h :n1, h, ,,h 

! l•,r 1 'l.!d ,;ird 1l1, u1 ,,· 11·,1,1'11 
th H l'•' \\L'lll l't1iih \\ 11'1 "•c 
,,, !' \ , '- 11 1k-11,·,1d1 •1h k11t\\', :1 
11111,, ,"'.1111,1 111.q'pr.•nri.:1,· h,· 
!,.:, ,, 1 ,,n Rl•, < l'l':u,· rvopl'll: 
I\ ii! '11• 1·1:ll\ll\'d , 

\ :,·111•1 ti l till• \ l.1n,·11p:l ( \\Un
i\ "•11 itl\ ntlil'l' ,,.,.., I ,·111µ pr,·
'· 11 ,· , :,·qui•..,; ,,:pj',,rt 111 c,1 

1
11:, ! t' lhl· r ,iirn \h,·111 1 lcll' 

Id \C 110\. I , 



.·. . . . ·.·· .. 
. . . - ... . . : ., : -. ·• •. =~ ·_ '... - .. : .t •• .- . . . • .. : • 

REACI1ON": ,T,o 'Sex arid the""City,' from Page_ 1 . . . -· 
. ·. . ... ... • . . __ : .... ,. • . . ' . . ' 1-: .. · ... '-, . . • ~. . .. 

Arpaio also prom~ bis ~upppri. . why .couples would·pi,ck park•.,. 
Asked if names ofthos~ in- benches and cars to oonsiuct their 

_;olved with the sexual activity . "hanky-panky," rather than a bed 
are known, Hjermstad said vehi- at home. · · · · .. 
cle"Iicensc numb~r:s had been . · "I don't Kn<>w why,'1)-Jj~ 
traced to _residents, _but that said, ~except, pbvjously' tJiey•~r-· 
names wool~ not be ·released for :• flOfniarrieo·tQ _the ~e-people:'; 

' publication. . tlJey'~ doing-it ~th.-~. -Jheie's a -~ 
Asked why not; she replied, · wife or husband or somebQdy . 

"It's not necessary. If·it happens else at'home who's minding the .. 
in the future, we might haye a store." · · 
differen~ tact)t's not really a Hjennstad noted thatthe na
crirninal cas~. J 9on'.t think we . tional publicity isn't so bad, that it 
should go back in hist{?ry and actually has 11 positive effecf for 
dredge it _up, that ~h~se people · the community, iJ:icluding'televi- · 
"Yere found-~n suc~and·~uch a sioh coverage "that shows our
date doing such and such a thing. facilities in beautiful condition,": 
.. "With aU the publici_tY.:.\Ye've .It also shows, she said, ''th¢ we 
had, people will be v_ery careful are active adul~-out here. We're 
not to repeat \Vhen they know we busy. We didn't come her to die. 

· are now going to enforce a poli- .We came here ·to live .... and _we 
cy (against :5uch activity on Rec · don't care if they have sexual 
Ceniers' prqperty)." . · activity. J.ust .dpn't do it ·o n.Rec 

One'Ietter writer questioned Centers' property." 
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I HE WESTER Thursday, May 31, 2001 

'Sex and the City': Rec Board to 
crack down on 'hanky-panky' 
Indecent-activity spotted in pools, parking lot, doggie park 

By Jack Hawn · . 
It had been advertised as "the 

story of the century"- a secret 
"mysterious" report to be given 
by Recreation Centers' Govern-

"We cannot ... 
prevent sexual 

activity in a private 
car on our parking 

lot, but we can 
immediately stop 

anyone in the pools 
or spa-and they 
will be stopped" 
-Oee Hjennstad 

ing Board Pres. Dee Hjermstad at 
last Thursday's business meet
ing- but her "label" might have 
been an exaggeration. 

Nonetheless, it proved shock
ing, to say the least. 

Almost no one--directors or 
those in the audience- could 
keep a straight face when she 

- began reading what she had pre
pared. Her text follows: 

"When I first read (R.G. An
dersen-Wyckoff's) report on this 
s ubject , an.dafter I fini s hed 
laughing, I called him and asked 
if it were a joke. He assured me 
that it was no joke and that we 
need to take steps to correct the 
situation. 

"You all know how mundane 
our Board meetings can be; well 

it is about to get a bit li velier. 
The subject is sex! 

"Yes, our staff and the Posse 
have found members having sex 
in the swimming pools, the spas, 
the bench on Meeker Mountain. 
a bench in the doggie park and in 
the Palm Ridge and R.H. John
son parking lots. 

"Not all at the same time, how
ever. The activity is both hetero
sexual and homosexual. The epi
sodes are generally )ate at night 
c lose to closing tim e fo r the 
pools and spas and early in the 

morning in the parking lots. 
"The Posse has turned the ir 

reports over to the Sheriff's office 
and our staffs have observed the 
activ ities . The S he ri ff has no 
authority on private property un
less we give it to him. There are 
county and state laws about lewd 

and indecent behav ior, and we 
can set a policy to coincide with 
the s ta te laws and invoke the 
penalties as ifon public property. 

"Under Policy Statement L I, 
the gene ral manager with the 
Board approval may also sus
pend membership privileges, for 
inappropriate and unsafe conduct. 

"Whereas it is funny when you 
think on it- espec ia lly in our 
age-restr.cted community- it is 
rather sad , too . However, the 
most serious ofTenses are those 
occurring in our pools and spas. 1 

This is c learly unsanitary and it 

See 'SEX, Page 2 



'SEX: and the City," from Page I 

will not be tolerated. 
"We cannot at thi s time pre

vent sexual activity in a private 
car on our parking lot, but we 
can immediately stop anyone in 
the pools or spa- and they will 
be stopped. 

"It is not fair to our member
ship to al low the behavior of a 
few to spoil the enjoyment of 
many. The staff works hard to 
make sure the pools and spas are 
clean and sanitary. We don't need 
some thoughtless people pollut
ing them fo r their sexual gratifi
cation." 

lnitially,.Board members found 
it difficult to restrain their laugh
ter--coming up with such one
liners as "Does that mean we're 
going to have to rem ove the 
Viagra dispensers in golf course 
restrooms?"-but a potentially 
serious problem also was recog
nized. 

Andersen-Wyckoff said he has 
been aware of "well over a cou
ple of dozen" instances of such 
behavior in the last two years, 
but "we have laid low on it. The 
problem has come knocking on 
the door. ... and we decided 
enougn's enough. We needed to 
bring it to the Board." 

Commander Dick CheIT) , who 
had received a plaque of appreci
ation from the Board for the 
Posse's "dedication to protecting 
the residents of Sun City West" 
at the outset of the meeting, had 
left early and was not aware of 
Hjermstad's report when contact
ed on the phone later in the day. 
· He said the Posse had observed 
sexual activity at Meeker Moun
tain, which overlooks part of the 
Hillcrest Golf Course, and in a 
car in the Palm Ridge Recreation 
Center parking lot, but had not 
observed such behavior in any 
spas or swir:nming pools. 

"We have been asked by vari
ous residents to address the situa
tion," he said, "and we did that. 
When we observed (sexual activ-

it1 in a parked' car), v,e stopped 
and said, 'Are you folks all right?' 
We thought maybe that \.\Ould 
curtail their activity. Apparent!) . 
it hasn't helped at al l." 

Cherry said he reported the car 
. description and license nwnber to 

the Sheriff's office, but was told 
nothing could be done unless the 
property owner requests enforce
ment. 

Cherry said he knew of three 
incidents, the last one reported 
May 12. 

However, Hjermstad said such 
activity has been going on in the 
doggie park "for years," accord
ing to a friend she recently spoke 
to on the tennis courts. 

"She told me that's why people 
don't' take their dogs there," she 
said. 

Hjermstad said two Rec Cen
ters employees also reported the 
Palm Ridge and R.H. Johnson 
monitors had observed sexual ac
tivity in the swimming pools. 

"There have been two or three 
instances," she continued, "usual
ly close to closing time. We put 
in big lights, but they smashed 
them. 

"There have been about two 
dozen instances reported tQ the 
Rec Centers in the last two years. 
We overlooked the park ing lot 
and Meeker Mountain, but we 
can't overlook the swimming 
pools." 

She said a lener would be writ
ten to the Maricopa County Sher
i ff s Office, asking that officers 
enforce the county statute gov
erning lewd and indecent behav
ior, if discovered on Recreation 
Centers' property. 

"I don't think any member is 
gong to want to get caught doing 
this in the s~imming pool, then 
have their membership pulled," 
Hjermstad added. "They' ll fi nd 
someplace else to go-but we 
don't want it in our S\.\ imming 
pools." 
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Daily News-Sun 

With a song 
in their hearts 
TOP INTERESTS IN 
SCW: Health & fitness , 
golf, music & theater 
MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

In many ways. Carlos and J an Wil
son's interest parallel their neighbors. 

Findings in a recent Recreation Cen
ters of Sun City West survey rank health 
and fitness, golf and music and 'theater 
as the top interests of residents in the 
retirement community. 

The Wilsons epitomize two of the 
three. 

She's been teaching J azzerclse for 
years and attes'ts to the health benefits 
of dance performance, light aerobic 
training and aqua fitness, as well as 
many other fitness regimens practiced 
by residents. 

He's a champion of music and the
ater. The former executive director of the 
Symphony of the West Valley supports 
the arts as a member of the Sundome 
Performing Arts Association board and 
as a thespian. Wilson is currently 
rehearsing for "A Funny Thing Happen
ing on the Way to the Forum" being 

produced by Theatre West, a community 
group, a t the Stardust Theatre. 

The play run March 20 through April 
13. 

Of 10,015 surveys distributed in 
2001, 3,019 responded to a host of 
questions ranging from activities and 
interests to costs and satisfaction with 
the amenities. 

See Fitness, golf, A5 

Recreation Centers of Sun City West · 
survey of resid1:mts' activities and 
interests. 
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STEVE CHERNEl(Jl)AILY NEWS-SUN 

Carlos Wilson rehearses the opening 
number in "A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum," being 
staged by Theatre West March 30-April 
13. . 

From A1 
About 46 percent of resi

dents said they play golf, 
down from 56 pe rce n t 
reported in a survey taken in 
1992. 

That health and fi tness 
was No. 1 didn 't surprise Jan 
Wilson. Close to 600 resi
den ts pa r ticipate in her 
Jazzercise classes, a number 
she said will grow to as many 
as 900 by year's end. 

"There certainly is not a 
lack of (training) facilities," 
she said. 

Wilson said Sun City West 
h as three weight-training 
rooms and three pools along 
with many other amenities 
for people who want to 
exercise. 

Her husband, who's a reg
ular in Jazzercise classes. 
touts the merits of the Sun
dome, which attracts world
class performers. 

"Major shows go on there 
as well as shows from outside 
productions," he said. 

Wilson said the only thing 
missing from the community 
is a central gathering area 
where residents and groups 
could place bulletins about 
upcoming arts and theater 
events . 

Other survey highlights: 
• 66 percent of the respon

dents said they have comput
ers. Of that number, 92 per
cent have Internet access and 
67 percent have e-mail. 

• Interest is waning in 

dancing, bocce, crafts, bo_wl
ing and golf. Golf. though. 
because of its previously high 
numbers, is still among the 
top activities among 
residents. 

• 46 percent' of members 
play golf, 19 percent bowl 
and 6 percent play tennis. 
down 56 percent, 44 percent 
and 20 percent. respectively. 
from the '92 survey. 

• Respondents listed bad
minton, cooking classes, cro
quet. model building, in-line 
skating, amateur radio , 
archery, reading and book 
discussions as activities they 
would like to see in the 
future . They also asked for 
longer hours at the recreation 
centers. 

• 20 percent of the respon
dents have lived in Sun City 
West for more than 15 years. 
with 20 percent being part
lime residents. 

Governing board President 
Allen Young said what he 
quickly realized from the sur
vey was how much the com
munity has aged. 

"We are getting older," he 
said. About one-half of Sun 
City West residents are 
between the ages of 70 and 
79 and another 4 percent are 
older than 85. 

The survey was completed 
by the Public Relations Com
mittee with cooperation of the 
Membership Services Office 
wit h Elaine McCraith 
Anderson serving as chair
man. 

Michael Maresh can be 
reached al 
mmaresh@azLrib.com or at 
623-876-2513. 
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Mike Tarr directs cast members in the Theatre West production of "A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum." Sun 

City West respondents to a survey ranked music and theater as their No. 3 interest. 
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l:)el E~ WebD retains control 
of Sun City West recreation· 
By Steve Y ozwiak during the 1979-80 fiscal year and is 
Northwest Valley Bureau expected to kick in another $745,000 

SUN CITY WEST - Sun City this fiscal year, Del Webb spokesman 
West residents voted 892 to 39 Steve Welch said. 
Friday in favor of Del E. Webb· Meeker said, "We will endeavor to 
Development Co.'s continued control keep the recreation center operating 
Qf the community's recre.ation facili- in the best possible manner. 
ties. "You can see by the vote that a 

In addition, resident-members of great number of {residents) wants us 
Sun City West Recreation Centers to run it." 
Inc. voted 764 to 167 in the Sundome Meeker said a nine-member advis
in favor of granting Del Webb ory board to work with residents and 
indefinite control until rev~nue from Del Webb will be elected aft.er Jan. 
recreation-membership dues equals 15. 
the cost of recreation operations. Those interested in se~ on the 
:- Gerald E. Williams, Del Webb board must submit resumes of 200 
counsel, said the company originally words or leaa describing education 1 

expected the R.H. Johnson Recrea- and experience. Resumes must be 
tion Center - Sun City West's only received at the recreation-center 
recreation center - to break even by office by Dec. 15. 
March 1, the date targeted for "We want to make sure that the 
r__esidents to take control of recrea- people who want to be involved have 
tlon. · an opportunity to do so," Meeker 

Only about 4,000 homes, however, , said. 
have been sold in the past two years, Loise Copes first vice president of 
W~lliams said. That . is on~y two- Sun City w:st's Property (?woe~ , 
thirds of what D~l W ~bb officials had and Residents Association, &a1d Fr1-
p,rojec~d. to this pomt before con- day's votes indicate that most !esi-
s~ruction m 1977. •dents want Del Webb to contmue · 
, Each of Sun City West's r_iear 6,000 operating the recreation centers, 

residents pays $69 a year m recrea- which is what residents expected 
t~on fees, Del Webb President John when they bought their homes. 
Meeker said. But others were dissatisfied. 

: Because revenue fr?m me~be~hip Rose Ratner, a Property Owners 
dues is less than original proJectlons, and Residents Association director 
Del Webb contributed ~.000 to and a member-elect of the Dysart 
th~ R.H. J~hnso~~cr~tion Cente~ school board, said Del Webb o(ficials 

didn't allow adequate discussion 
before the meeting. 

"I've never seen a meeting like 
that," she said. 

"There are a lot of unanswered 
questions, especially concern~ the 
operation of buses and fm~cmg -of 
median stripe, both of which are 
administered by Del Webb's recrea
tion board." 

Charles Dodd, a· member of several 
Sun City West organizations, said 
residen.ts eventually will assume con• 
trol of .the recreation facilities, so 
they might as w.ell do it now. 

Meeker believes the centers will 
reach a break-even point in late 1982 
or early 1983. At that time! he said, a 
nine-member board of directors of 
Recreation Centers Inc. would be 
elected. It would be made up of 
residents. 
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Rebellion ~~/,c W~o : 

Residents want voice in Centers' affairs 
SUN CITY WEST -_ Within a year, if all goes Centers will be turned over to the residents as 

according to schedule; the 5,500 residents oft~ soon as it ~ ,operate wiWout Webb.aubaidiee. 
retirement community will be able to run tbell' But the Centers will not be "financially 
own recreation facilities. But residents angered by independent," said General Manager William 
last month's' 15 percent fee increase are getti.Dg Woodyard, until another 5,000 residents move to 
impatient. . the retirement commun'ity and begin paying 

Del E. Webb Development Co., ~bich now annual dues. · 
subsidizes 35 percent of the operation of the Woodyard offered no specific financial plan, but 
Recreation Centers of Sun City West Inc. and be did say that Sun City West needs a population 
influences most of its financial policies, plane to of about 11,000 to support_tpe facilities independ-
relinquish control by March 1981, at the earliest. ently. 

However, the Property Owners and' Residents. Webb officials are reluctant to keep the centers ·, 
Association contends the amount of control they open when they, are not in µse. Petition organizer 
actually will have ie questionable. So the group Betty Darrah has countered that the facilities I 
plane to schedule a special meetin~ to amend the ahould be open for the ~members' convenience, : 
articles of incorporation to requll'e a stronger regardless of the circumstances. 
membership voice. . . Although the facilities have had no trouble 

All residents are required to be Recreation making ends meet, Woodyard said, the increase in 
Centers members and pay an annual fee of $69, annual dues .helps to bring the Centers one step 
increased from $60 two weeks· ago. Those fees clpser to financial independence. 
finance 65 percent of the facilities' operation, The Centers will operate et a deficit until 
including the 15,000-person capacity Johnson · enough, residents move into the area to support 
Recreation Centers, 25 tennis courts and an the facilities, Woodyard said. 
Olympic-size swimming pool. , According to Mrs. Darrah, Webb officials 

However, the non-profit Recreation Centers is a promised residents ready access to the Johnson 
· wholly owned subaidiary of Webb, which legally Recreaton Center and its facilities. 
permits the development · company to set the Woodyard ~d the Centers have closed the 
Centers' policy. · bowling alley on Saturday because few residents 

According to the residents-association plan, were using the it. 
changes in policy and financial matters. would He added that tennis co1J518 are open only from 
require dramatically increased membership · par- 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. and during the evening hours 
ticipation. · · because of the summer heat. He maintaiped that 

Even if the Centers are turned over to the very few residents use the courts at midday. 
members, the existing articles of incorporation "It was 8 matter of paying to have these 
would provide a voice only for those mem~ who facilities open for the few residents who ~ them 

· are elected to the board of .dir~tors, sai_ Ro~~ or cloeing. them· and btr,oming economically 
·Porterfield, the group's recreat1on-coDlmlt~ h&1- _ viable," he said. 
eon director. r- --~-~~......,-------=-:-Gail Re~ 

''We are trying to amend the articles so they are 
more democratic," he said. 

The group has obtained more then 1,075 
signatures calling for the special Recreation 
Centers membership meeting. Only 2 percent of 
the 5,500 residents' signatures, or 110, was needed. 

At the meeting, the group will submit the 
proposed changes to a vote of the memQership. 

The group also would like to ame~d the 
selection process for the Centers board to mclude 
members of the community. 

The current board is made up of Webb 
·executives John Meeker, Joseph Auburn and 
Gerald Williams, and the firm has expressed 
reluctance to negotiate with the residents on 
financial affairs. 

According to Webb's long-term p~, the 
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Rec Centers Deal 
With Handicap Parking 

Handicap Accessible parking 
at the RH Johnson Recreation 
Center recently underwent 
renovations to include 37 
handicap spaces and 4 van 
accessible spaces. 

The new handicap parking 
spaces have a 5-foot unloading 

provide mo ve co nvenient 
accessible parking for the 
handicapped and disabled, is 
consulting with Susan Webb, 
Executive Director of Arizona 
Bridge to Independent Living 
(ABIL). ABIL is a non-profit 
organization providing programs 

area on either side of an 8-foot ------------
vehicle space . While ADA 
requirements only mandate a 5-
foot buffer area on one side of a 
vehicle space, the Rec Centers 
provided a buffer on each side of 
the vehicle space for increased 
patron convenience. The new 
van accessible parking spaces 
have 8-foot buffer areas on the 
passenger side and 5-foot buffer 
areas on the drivers side with an 

Steve 
O'Donnell 

8-foot area allotted for the van. -----------
Th e b I u e a n d w h i t e to empower and enable disabled 

intern at ion a I s y m b o I of people to have an independent 
accessibility was painted on the life style . "Susan brings a 
spaces designated for handicap common-sense approach in 
parking. In addition to these determining what needs to be 
signs, permanent reflectorized done in these situations," said 
metal aluminum signs,displaying Steve O'Donnell , General 
"Van Accessibility ONLY," were Manager of the Recreation 
also installed in front of all the Centers of SCW. 
van parking spaces at the Social Webb, who has been in a 
Hall and Arts and Crafts Center. wheelchair herself for the past 18 

The association, in efforts to years, has been an active 

disabilities aJvo~atc on a 11at10 1,;.J 
basis and has served on the 
presidential task force that 
developed the ADA regulations. 

"Many components need to 
be considered when designing 
parkin g spaces for th e 
handicapped ," said Webb 
"While the Rec Center's ne'v'. 
parking spaces meet ADA 
specifications and regulations, 
there is also the need to look at 
the safe ty issues involved 
Whereas Kuentz and Beardsle) 
Rec Centers are on level grow1d, 
RHJ parking is on a s lope 
s teeper than the 2% l1m1t 
specified by ADA." 

ADA also requires that one 
in every eight accessible park111g 
spaces must be reserved for van 
accessibility. In a recent meenng 
with the Rec Centers, Webb 
brought up a possible scenano 
whereby all handicap parking 
spaces would be filled by cars 
leaving no space for a van. "The 
Universal Parking Design is an 
option that allows for extra 
handicap parking if all spaces are 
being used at the same time." 
HANDICAPPED 
Continued on Page 2 
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Rec Centers Deal with Handicapped Parking 
Continued from Page 1 

The Universal Design provides 
access spaces of 11 feet with a 5-
foot access aisle on the side. 
Webb explained that vehicles can 
use the added aisle to park in if 
the space happens to be occupied 
by a van and other cars. "This 
design provides access parking to 
everyone at all handicap parking 
locations at all times." 

Webb considers two design 
problems at RHJ of critical 
importance; the greater problem 
being the 2% grade which places 
tremendous strain on people in 
wheelchairs. Webb also strongly 
recommends changing the golf 
cart parking at RHJ. "When golf 
carts are parked in the spaces in 
front of the handicap parking, 
people in wheelchairs are forced 
to go around the carts because 
their vision is blocked . 
Additionally, golf carts 
sometimes encroach into the 
access space, thereby making 
exit/ entry from a specially 
modified van difficult, if not 
impossible. At the moment there 
are lot of options and we need to 
look at what is reasonable." Golf 
carts currently park in the unused 
areas that are too small to 
accommodate vehicles. 

Webb believes an 
enforcement program would 
ensure handicap parking 
accessibility . "The City of 
Phoenix and Glendale have local 
ordinances that allow the local 
jurisdictions to ticket illegally 
parked vehicles, and it's proving 
effective. People make sure they 
don't park in handicap spaces 
again and, at the same time, they 
advise their friends to stay out of 
handicap parking for fear they'll 
get ticketed." 

"The meeting with Susan 
was helpful in detennining how 
we need to approach our 
situation," said O'Donnell. "Our 
next step will be to conduct an 
ADA compliance review of all 
facilities. That report will allow 
us to develop a multi-year plan, 
determining what requirements 
need to be met now and what 
will ensue in the following 

years." 
Renovations to the RH 

Johnson handicap access parking 
began May 19 and were 
completed by June. 
Modifications to the golf cart 
parking spaces will begin soon. 
The Kuentz and Beardsley Rec 
Centers are scheduled to be 
completed by late July, in 
conjunction with parking lot 
restriping projects where · 
allotment of special handicap 
spaces will also be provided. 
Renovations will include: 
Beardsley (27 handicap lots and 
3 van accessible spaces); Kuentz 
(12 handicap lots and 2 van 
accessible spaces). In addition to 
the added' parking spaces, the 
wider Hru:{Qicap Van Accessible 
parking spaces made at RHJ will 
also be made available at all of 
the other Rec Centers in the near 
future. 



New RCSCW 
GM introduced 
George Grimstad to assume duties Dec. 9 
f3y Jeremy Pearlman 
.mkpendent Newspapers 

B~· no means 1s Geo rge 
l ;rimstnd s ascen~1on to the 
l<ecreauon Centers of Sun 
Clly \Vest's general ma nager 
role a rags-to- riches tale . 

But 111 the cou rse of just 
t\\'0 davs. Mr. Grimstad will 
ha\'e gone from a low-level 
position a t the Recrea tion 
Center~ or Sun City LO be the 
RCSC\V's adminis trative 
leade r. 

Mr. Grimstad will ass ume 
the RCSCW's ·helm as its 
newest general ma nager o n 
Dec. 9. Before he can take on 
tl11s role. Mr. Grimstad will 
p11t 111 his fi nal rwo weeks as a 
µan-Lime golf s laner al the 
:'forth Golf Cou rse in Sun 
Clly. 

His last d ay at the golf 
course 1s Dec. 7. 

Although his s ix m onths a t 
the North Golf Course will 
certainly provide him a 
wealth of knowledge about 
golf course opera tions , Mr. 
Grimstad was not hired pri
mar ily for th is job experi
ence 

In fac t. before he and his 
wi le. Christy, m oved to Sun 
City \Vest in Feb rua ry. Mr. 
Grimstad held severa l high -

Manager 
Continued from Page 1 
helped Mr. Grimstad become 
the RCSCW Governing 
Boards top choice fo r the 
~eneral managers job among 
the approximate 200 a ppli
<.cmls. 

"He has a. pretty extens ive 
background ." said Allen 
You ng, RCSCW Governing 
Board president. "We were 
\ cry impressed bv h is cre-
demials.'· · 

The board voted 7 -2 in fa. 
rnr of offering Mr. Grims tad 
tile posilion d ur ing a Nov. 22 
execu tive sess ion. Mr. Grim
stad accepted the positio n 
later that day. 

At 56. Mr. Gnmsrad was 
not q111 te ready to retire when 
he lllO\'ed to Sun Ci ty Wes t 

level administrative and ac
counting positions for the 
federal government. 

Most recently, Mr. Grim 
s tad was the Defense Finance 
a nd Accounting Service's 
director of c ivilia n pay. 
Among other duties in this 
positio n , Mr. Grimstad was 
responsible for paying the 
salaries of President George 
W. Bush, the president's ex
ecutive office and 680,000 
civilian Defense Department 
employees. 

A certified public account
ant with both a bachelor's 
and master's degree in busi
nes s administration , Mr. 
Grimstad has also worked as 
the Defense Finance and Ac
counting Service's director of 
finance , director of contract 
entitlements, director of ac
counting and the executive 
officer co the director and 
deputy director of account
ing. 

Prior to working for the 
Defense Finance and Ac
counting Service, Mr. Grim
stad held several accounting 
and managerial positions 
with the U.S. Air Force. 

These work experiences 

See Manager - Page 7 

from Denver. 
"We wanted LO get down to 

this reli rem enl community 
because we enjoy the people 
and the facilities il offers ," Mr. 
Grims tad said. "But I figured 
I was too young to s top work
ing tota lly." 

Becoming the genera l ma n
ager a t a Lime of unrest in the 
commun ity. Mr. Grimstad 
hopes to mend some fences. 

"I see a ll these a rticles ( in 
the news papers) abo u t dis 
ha rmony and people arguing 
and fighting aga inst each 
other a nd I figure there's a 
better way to live." Mr. Grim 
s tad said. " I know our com
mun ity is above that and I 
want to help our community 
come together. 

"I want us to a lways be 
friends with everybody. a nd 
s till we can have disagree
ments. Mr. Grimstad ad ded . 
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Photo by Jeremy Pearlman/Independent Newspapers 
Christy and George Grimstad laugh during a Nov. 25 press con
ference introducing Mr. Grimstad as the Recreation Centers of 
Sun City West's new general manager. Mr. Grimstad will take 
office Dec. 9. 

'T{igh t now I see we some
times have d isagree-ments. 
b ut we don't becom e fr iends." 

Mr. Gr imstad will ma ke 
$82.000 annually. Unlike for
mer Gener a l Manager R.G. 
Andersen-Wyckoff. Mr. Grim
s tad will receive neither a sev
erance package nor a vehicle 
al lowance. 

T he board's d ecis ion to 
give Mr. Andersen-Wyckoff 
ap-proximately $92,000 in 
s ev-era nce pay during a 
closed sessio n touched o ff 
resident unres t, which has 
led Lo an electio n to change 
the RCSCWs bylaws. 

T he bylaws elec tion end s 
Dec. 13 . 

Mr. Grimstad will be the 
s ixth person to have served as 
the RCSCWs general manag
er th is yea r. 

After Mr. Andersen-Wyck
off retired June 30. Jon Can-

no n was appointed tu thL 
role. Out Mr. (\rnnun 
resigned two month:, later. 
claim rng he was foiled to 
leave beca use of 111wler,1bll' 
working condi- Lions 

Mr. You ng served briefh 
o n a remporary basis until 
Denise Bab1rak and Todcl 
Patty were appo111ted as cu
inter im general mana~ers 011 
Sept. 17. 

Beyon d trying to brilll!; 
som e harm ony to the com
munity, Mr. Grimstad has 
severa l goa ls for the RCSC\\' 

"The real goal would be to 
increase participation in our 
fac il ities fo r bowlin~ and 
golf. r educe our costs as 
mu ch as we possiblv can 
a nd keep o u r build111g,-,. 
fac il ities and golf l'OllrSl's viii 

great shape, Mr. Grim~tad 
said. 
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. lfy, ~ ,L,!vfcSUth~.-: '• -·~ ~' .... The Jack: of. ari1 

--~-:: •• be ablt; .t~ acces~ updatcifin-:. 'all ro~uni~ ~lubs: ,Clubs t 
Th~ ~izo,na Rep4blic. ., ,., . I' ·•.1 offi . ·a1 :n T. b" h ?,1;, l e\·• ) formation_ abo,ut the centers that dqn t already have a Web '' ., ' ., . . · , ' · _ · ... . lCl _ :

1
v,v~i· ! _(?!!} ~· \ cl;'l~ !11~ Goye~g ~d'sac~ •·y~ge·~ p~cipate 'forifree:-

SUN. CIJ)' WEST .- Eye117 , • has, oeen a \DOilP :(' tivities· at ' www.rcs~w.com. · ',by calling Marty Bell a~ ((i23), 
homeowner in the:retrre'ment ~, J •·. · · .• , I,. ·, • \..~'., J'\' . ' Coininunityi','officia!s ''readily ·, 584-9459 or·~ending'iiri e:nia11 
comm~~ ptis· :Weelc ~ g~t ~~; Of tont~nt~OJl.' for . ac~o-:vledge i:o ~e ri~~sletler·· · note _to eittln~sn.t:o~.''_1t_ :,' 
something n~w m their. ~ail- . • f (t1:- ) ' · that the lack ofan official Web . . Print. rovers· also :will t gam 
box anq their e-mail iribox.l,,, .~~me O . ut:;., fl?-O!e, home has been "a oone of co·n- •. ·access to more information. in 

The Recreation Centers' of .. :·, techr).0-based,1,,"f~ tention·fo'r, 'spnie of•~ilr'iµore ·'· the : community's expanded ' 
Sun City.West unveiled their .. :,, , ·_ ·a . · ·. ,,. ~· 1 techno-basedresidents:• ', newsletter'._The·paperitselfis 
first .official Web site, .along . .. , , . . _re~l . e~tS. ,;. ~. : 'l'he onUne resource.s'.'also, · larger, both in terms of 'page . 

. with a' new,ly· revised ancCex- · , ... , , . ·, · , . ', /. ·· · when I cqnipleted, _sliould in- , 'size and 'page count; ahd now ,. 
panded monthly, version of . I •. , • , ,, • ' • • . elude a· ·calendar' of events, . ; publislied in full cblor. :• . r : 
the fr . newsletter,.~ R:ec .. Center . :n,te,sdaf: Th~y., ~".e ,not r ,an-, links to-" chartered' club-' sites . Mauryne Hall, -the· ·centers ' 
News. I'. , . .' ..... ·.' :'. •. ' no~cedan interin;,. executive ,and the<' community's "bylaws i spokeswom~·ancl· newsletter· 

The first news announced but'r_esidentslikelycan"expect and policies. • ·: ·., · .•,,·. ·· editor,'-said increased adver: 
onlille was' ·rather startling: ',tlfat"news, will b'e postecl.on- One of ·the main'. •links, tisiiJgliasallowedthecommu>' 
The geperal. manager of the/ lfu~'. ·.- ' ' 1·•·• ·1 

: ,· • ' _, - www.scwclubs.coin/ ~ is ·· in- • nity to improve the newsletter ' ; 
recrea~on ce~ters, x;esigned .. ., : · Sun Ci~.~e~t-residents will . tended to be'. a-.Mme 'p~ge for ' 'at no ad~tional cost.' :, I>. 
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League of 
their own 
GOOD NEIGHBOR 
POLICY: Realtors 
wonder about 
exclusive 
amenities and 
effects on sew 
home va lues 

MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

Opening up Sun City West 
amenities to nonresidents 
could affect home values in 
the community, some local 
Realtors believe. 

When the Recreation Cen
ters of Sun City West govern
ing board decided Tuesday 
that nonresidents could not 
Join Sun City West bowling 
leagues, most residents 
breathed a sigh of relief. 

Jan WoodruIT, a Sun City 
West resident and Realtor, 
said prospective home buyers 
have been asking her about 
using Lhe community's amen
ities if they were to purchase 
a home in Sun City Grand. 

Woodruff explained to 
those who inquired that on a 
trial basis the community's 
golf courses would be open to 
them through Lhe end of the 
year. Olher facilities, she told 
them, are for residents only. 

·1 have been asked by peo
ple lookmg (for a home) about 
using the facilities," she said. 
"It has been rumored the 
facilities would be open." 

Tuesday. the Sun City 
West Realtor implored th e 
board to not allow outside 
bowlers to use the communi
ty's facilities in league play, 
and she knows golfers feel 
the same way abou t shartng 
their courses with outsiders. 

"Right now, we have 
younger people retirtng, and 
they want something newer," 
she said, adding the only 
thing Sun City West has to 
offer home buyers are ameni
ties. Taking those exclusive 
rights away, she said, would 
be disastrous. 

"Sun City West homes 
would be sitting on the mar
ket for a long time," she said. 
"We would be helping Del 
Webb sell their homes, and 
Del Webb does not need our 
help.· 

Steve Meade, president of 
Ken Meade Realty, said there 
is no simple answer. 

"It's got to be an emotional 
issue," he said. "When look
ing at golf or bowling, it 
needs to ge_nerate a certain 
amount of revenue." 

Meade said Sun City West 
might have no other option 
but to allow others into its 
community if the amenities 
are losing money every year. 
However, the people who 
would benefit the most, he 
added, would be residents of 
nearby communities wh o 
could take advantage of the 
facilities if they we r e 
available. 

"l would suspect there 
would be a lot of concern on 
that issue," he said. "It could 
make Sun City West less 
attractive.· 

Meade said residents need 
to realize the "controlled 
neighborhood play" policy 
that opened Sun City West's 
golf courses on a trial basis is 
only a test. 

'"They need to consider all 
the possibilities, repercus
sions and the side effects," 
Meade said, adding that 
although he could not posi
tively say home prices would 
drop in value, he believes 
they would. 

seeing. 
Olson said Grand resi

dents might prefer playing 
golf on the Sun City West 
courses because rates are 
cheaper there, but she also 
said the courses in Grand 
tend to fill up quickly. 

WoodruIT said she knows 
the RCSCW governing board 
is going to look at controlled 
neighborhood play at the end 
of the year to determine if its 
golf courses should remain 
open permanently lo Sun 
City Grand and Sun City 
residents. 

"l think the golf issue will 
come up again," she said. --1 
would hope bowling is a dead 
issue, but it depends on who 

"It could have an impact 
on the market. " he said. 

Realtor Joy Olson. who 
works for Coldwell Banker 
Success Realty, disagrees 
with Woodruff and Meade 
because of the facilities Sun 
City Grand oITers residents. 

"Sun City West has (four) 
rec centers. but they are not 
as nice." she said, adding 
homes in Grand are much 
newer than those in Sun City 
West. 

Olson said she belie\'es 
Sun City West residents 
would be the ones benefiuing 
from opening the commurn
ty's golf courses and bowling 
lanes because of the lack of 
use those amenities are 

seives on the board. and \\'hu 
is the bowling chairman ... 

The term of bowling com 
mittee Chairman John Orr 
ends Dec. 31. and a ne,, 
chairman will be appointed 
Jan. I. 2003. 

Orr. wh o proposed the 
league bowling for nonresi
dents, said he disagrees wilh 
those who think opening the 
community to a small degree 
on a trial basis would affect 
home values. 

"I can't react to that stuff. .. 
he said. 

Michael Maresh ca11 be 
reached al 876-2513 or 
mmaresh@azcrib.com. 
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Probe 
price tag 
hits $45K 
MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

. The RCSCW investigation 
clearing General Manager 
Jon Cannon of any impropri
eties and wrongdoings cost 
more than $45,000. 

Amid a few residents· 
accusations in May, the Rec
reation Centers of Sun City 
West hired its lawyer, James 
Hienton of Ridenour, Hien
ton, Harper & Kelhoffer of 
Phoenix. as well as the 
accounting firm of Eide Bailly 
LLC in June, to look into the 
allegations. 

The allegations originated 
when Sun City West resident 
Earl Bush asked the board 
during its April 25 meeting to 
look into Cannon's actions as 
interim general manager in 
1999. Bush repeated the 
request in a letter, which 
asked the board to assess 
Cannon's ability and action 
shown during his time as 
interim general manager. The 
concerns Bush highlighted in 
his letter focused on ques
tionable financial practices. 

Hienton 's bill to the 
Resew was $22.900. while 
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the accounting fim1 charged 
the cen ters slightly more 
than $22.700 for a grand 
total of $45,624.95. . 

President Allen Young said 
the bill will be paid out of the 
legal fees budget. an_d mem
bers will not see their recre
ation dues increase to cover 
the cost. 

Young said the centers 
were fonunate the length ~f 

• the investigation was spht 

incurred through June. 
However. he said, it 

remains to be seen if the cen
ters will have enough in 
reserves this year to pay the 
remaining cost. 

"This year - we do not 
know." he said. "We will have 
to ug_~ten our belts to break 
even. 

The cost. he said, was not 
a surprise. 

"J had always felt it was 
going to cost us quite a bit, .. 
he said ... , thought we would 

into two 
budget 
years - the 
2001-2002 
and t h e !. 
2002 -2003 
years. 

T h e 
RCSCW gov-
erning Cannon 
board presi-
dent said since the centers 
was in the black last year. 
there was no problem in pay
ing the portion of legal fees 

be looking at $50,000. It was 
bound to cost some money." 

Young said the accusa
tions - while unfounded -
had to be looked into thor
o ugh I y t o s a t i s fy i l s 
members. 

·When something like that 
happens. we have to lighten 
our belts in other areas." he 
said . 

Michael Maresh can be 
reached ai 876-2513 or 
mmaresh@aztrib.com. 
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SCW Rec Centers 
names new 
recreation manager 

R. G. Andersen-Wyckoff, gen
eral manager of the Recreation 
Centers of Sun City West, has 
announced the appointment of ' 
Lisa Conn as the new recreation 

. manager, effective this week. 
"Lisa comes to Sun City West 

. with years of experience in the 
research, development, and im
plementation of recreation and 
leisure programs and event plan
ning," said Anderson-Wyckoff. 

The recreation manager is re
sponsible for the operation and 
scheduling of Association facili
ties, and management and over
sight of all programs offered by 
the Recreation Centers. These 
include special events, travel op
portunities, entertainment, and 
other leisure activities. 

Ms. Conn holds a master's de
gree in Recreation and Leisure 
and a bachelor's degree in Social 
Work. She will report the senior 
manager of Leisure Services, 
Saln Graziano. 

"We are delighted to welcome 
Lisa to the Rec Centers. Our 
management team is now com
plete," added Andersen-Wyckoff. 

' VF RECREATICN CENTERS sew 
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:,,:[~~,\,~\~i· Rec Centers talk projects 
The Recreation Centers 

of Sun City West looked at The total cost of the 
the status of three long- project is $20 l '. 000 -
term projects during a $145,000 of which has 
workshop session Thurs- already been budgeted. 
day afternoon. "We want to increase 

No action was taken. the budget $56,,?00 from 
and residents we re the golf reserve. Wyckoff 
allowed to attend but not said. 
speak on the three RCSCW board directors 
proposals. John <?rr an~ Dee Hj~rrns-

The projects discussed tad said their comm1tt_ees 
were the Pebblebrook Golf - golf . and properties, 
Shop Remodel Program respectively - have 
Beardsley Remodel and looked at the conceptual 
Space Allocation Program plan for Pebblebrook and 
and Computer Systems embraced it: The govern
Program. mg board will vote on the 

The Pebblebrook Golf prop?sal at its March 28 
Remodel Program began meeting. 
18 months ago. but the _The Beardsley Rec_re
first bids the . governing at1on ~enter remodeling 
board received were too plan will be more of a 
high, said General Man- long-r~ge project as sev
a g e r R . G . era! items must be 
Andersen-Wyckoff. . addressed: 

Wyckoff said the roof • The heating and air-
and the heating and air- co1:1di~oning system needs 
conditioning syste ms adJustmg. 
must be replaced because . • A wind-tunnel effect 
they are in poor condition. m the center needs to be 
The restrooms, he added. solved. 
are inadequate and do not • The exterior needs 
meet requirements of the some repainting as well as 
Americans with Disabili- some architect u r a 1 
ties Act. enhancements. 

Wyckoff also said the • Reallocation of space 
pro shop is a problem for cl~b growth require-
because it is housed in a ments 1s needed. 
separateareabyitself. • Lighting in the 

Plans call for the snack 
shop and pro shop to be 
housed in one portion of 
Pebblebrook. That would 
mean enclos(ng an adjoin
mg open patio and adding 
it on to the pro shop. 

Under the proposal, the 
restrooms would be 
expanded and upgraded 
to meet ADA requirements 
for handicapped 
individuals. 

hallways needs 
improvements. 

• Better safety features 
and security items must 
be put in place. 

• Restrooms must 
meet ADA requirements. 

The board looked at 
three options before 
deciding Option B would 
work best for the centers. 

Part of Option B. said 
Sam Graziano, senior 
manager of leisure servic
es, involves moving the 
Stained Glass Club from 
the Kuentz Recreation 
Center to Beardsley, 
increasing its space from 
1.084 square feet to 1.800 
square feet. . 

Other ideas in Option 
B focus on allowing for 
more storage area while 
providing more square 
footage to the Computer 
Club and Clay Club. The 
plan also would free up 
the Palo Verde multi
purpose room for 
activities. 

"It's a win-win situa
tion," Hjermstad said. 

Wyckoff said RCSCW 
officials still need to find 
out what the cost would 
be. 

"This is not a done 
deal," he said. "It is only a 
concept." 

The aquatics 1ac111ues 
at Beardsley also are 
being studied as part of 
the remodel. Areas that 
might be impr oved 
include the roof, boiler 
room, heating and air
conditioning system, pool 
liner surface. restrooms 
and lockers, security and 
the fitness room. Wyckoff 
said adding an 18,000 
square-foot exercise room 
to replace the old facility 
is another idea being con
sidered for the center. 

The governing board 
will not take action on the 
Beardsley remodel until 
sometime irI 2003. 

On the computer sys
tems project. J on Can
non, senior manager of 
business services, out-
1 in e d the centers' 
problems with outdated 
computer equipment, 
explaining officials are 
unable to upgrade soft
ware and are having diffi
culty with the vendor who 
installed the software for 
RCSCW. 

After looking at 20 soft
ware programs to update 
the centers' operating sys
tem, RCSCW officials 
focused their interest on 
Denver-based Fairway 
Systems. Cannon, 
though. must still make a 
recommendation to the 
governing board on which 
provider he suggests. 

The new operating sys
tem would cost about 
$150,000 and will proba
bly come to the board for 
a vote between May and 
August. 
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Merger talks heat. up in SCW 
"UNIFICATION PANEL: Rec 
centers, PORA consider 1 board, 
1 voice idea 
MICHAEL MARESH 
DAILY NEWS-SUN 

The two major organi
zations in Sun City West 
could merge into one in 
an effort to bring the 
community under one 
organization. 

The Sun City West 
Prop~rty Owners and 
Residents Association 
and the Recreation Cen
ters of Sun City West 
could soon join forces to 
present more of a unified 
vo ice on community 
concerns. 

PORA approved a 
measure Tuesday to 
form a committee to 
s tudy the issue. The 
committee. which meets 
Friday, will consist of 
two PORA directors, two 
RCSCW governing-board 
members and one at
large resident. 

I PORA President 
Randy Fuller said there 
are too many entities in 
the community that have 
different opinions and 
needs, and the commit
tee will consider the 
merger proposa l to 
change the fragmented 

approach. 
"The goal is to be able 

to speak on all Sun City 
West matters with one 
voice," he said. 

Fuller, who stressed 
nothing has been decid
ed, said the intention is 
not to do away with 
either of the organiza
tions - unless the com-

. mittee wants to explore 
that option. Each organi
zation has functions 
such as public relations 
duplicated in the other 
and both could be better 
served by sharing those 
functions, he said. 

The PORA president 
said the end result could 
mean the merger of the 
two boards into one, 
with a few more res i
dents serving on the 
combined board. 

"As an individual, I 
think one board could 
suffice - and one· board 
could be logical, pro
vided all the committees 
could be covered," he 
said. "ll could be done 
with one view. 

"My personal opinion 
is Sun City West would 

be better off if we had 
one board to speak for 
all 30,000 residents. It is 
very difficult that by our 
very nature we speak for 
sorpe people of Sun City 
West who are not mem-
bers." . 

PORA Vice President 
Chuck Ullman said while 
merging the two boards 
would probably be bene
ficial, there are some 
functions PORA is 
responsible for that the 
recreation centers could 
not do, and vice versa. 

"It is very important to 
have one voice on any 
activity," Ullman said. 

Fuller said PORA's 
annual members hip 
dues of $8 could be. 
added to the recreation 
centers' fees , making 
them mandatory for all 
residents. 

"My personal view 
would be to reduce the 
amount of dues with 100 
percent participation," 
he said. 

Fuller said, if dues 
were required. they 
could be reduced a few 
dollars because the loss 
of revenue wou ld be 
made up by additional 

see Panel wtn, 15 , 
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members. 
RCSCW President Allen 

Young said the committee 
will explore all the options 
that are available. 

"We are simply going to 
look at the advantages and 
disadvantages of someday 
possibly merging PORA with 
the rec centers," he said. 

Young said there may be 
problems with s uch a 
endeavor which is why the 
committee was formed. 

The committee, he said, 
may find there are too many 
problems to merge the- two 
organizations. On the other 
hand, he said the committee 
could determine that it 
makes sense. 

"It is in the absolute total 
beginning stages," he said. 
"There is nothing concrete at 
this time." · 

The PORA president said 
he would not go forward on 
merging the two entities if the 
majority of residents were 
against such a move. 

One of the goals of PORA 
over the past few years, 
Fuller said, was to have a 
b~tter working relationship 
with the recreation centers. 

Director Marguerite Bid
well said joining the two 
groups would be lon g 
overdue. 

"I think the time has come 
to be the same organization," 
she said. "In essence, Del 
Webb was working for Del 
Webb. I think it is time we 
should be one organization." 

Director Bob Jones said in 
his talks with regulatory 
boards. he keeps hearing how 
nice it would be if Sun City 
West could unite with one 
voice. 

Fuller said this proposal is 
not anything new. 

"It's been a goal of mine for 
quite some time," he said. 
"This is a feasibility study." 

Fuller conceded there may 
be some recreation governing 
boar? members who might be 
cautious about this endeavor. 

"If the board votes to do 
the study and it becomes 
favorable, we can vote to 
adopt it:" he said. "Without 
agreement by both boards it 
will not get off the grou~d. 
We are now headed in that 
direction." 

PORA Director Bob Illson 
was the lone dissenter to the 
motion because he did not 
want the two organizations to 
be under the same umbrella. 

PORA Director Noah Mur
phy disagreed with Illson. 

"We must speak with one 
voice for all 30,000 people," 
Murphy said. 

Michael Maresh can be 
reached at 876-2513 or 
mmaresh@aztrib.com. 
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• • in their own league'>. I he '>aid Bowling takes the spotlight -that the Travel l.eaguc and lour-
namcnt Players already come to 

at sew Rec Board meeting Sun City Wes~, and the Sun City 
West Assoc1at1on members 

By Ruth Borchardt 
The "star attraction" at last 

week's combined SCW Rec Cen-
tcrs Governing Board meeting, 
later joined by the PORA Board, 

wouldn't be consumed prior to 
the "main event." 

The General Manger's Report 
and golfing issues are covered in 
another story in this week's issue, 

At last week's Sun City West Rec Centers Governing Board meeting Earl 
Bush spoke up in favor of letting sew firemen use Bowling Lanes. Mal 
Jacobson was "for the firemen" but opposed to letting outside people join 
a Bowling League. Photos. Randy Altenhoff 

was Del Webb's presentation on but bowling _was again, in the 
the proposed Pleasant Va lley forefront. 
Country Club development adja- Tom Cook, chairman of the 
cent ~o SCW. Bowling Committee, was in fa-

Pres. Dec l lj ermstad of the vor of allowing outsiders to bring 
Govern ing Board gu ided the 
group adroitly, so too much time 

would not be impacted. They 
\\Ould still have priority. 

!'he issue wa5 voted down 5- 1. 
Dir John Orr had suggested that 
SCW firemen would be allowed 
use of the lanes. l lo\.\evcr, the 
suggestion was "DOA." 

Dir. fom Fagan sa id , "Thi s 
opens the door, when it is autho
ri/cd, for firemen, but not others. 
The bowling grou p has not 
shown it can overcome prob
lems. Many people arc gone. 
Wait until they're back." 

Resident [arl 13ush sa id , " I 
would like to sec the firemen 
enjoy the bowling lanes, I'd be 
for the firemen." 

Another audience member, 
:\Jal Jacobson, said, ''I'm in favor 
of the firemen, but in March it 
was overwhelmingly agreed we 
didn't want outsiders. If the fees 
were raised, I thought this March 
agreement took care of it." 

'.->tan Sm ith, a member of the 
13o ... , ling Committee, said, "With 
he games bowled by leagues be
ng down 7%. we have to think 
>f way-; to have lt:aguc participa

tion." 
/\notlicr motion for the chm,g-

ing or \Oting months from Sep
tcm bcr to March was passed. 
One reason for this is due to the 
fact it is fe lt by many that there 
arc more people in the area in 
March. 

Co-chainnan of the Sun City 
West Coalition, Bill Hafeman, 
said he believed Bylaws should 
be left as they were in the mat
ters or vo ting. " It has worked 
well for years, so why change?" 

Dir. Robert l lubbs made a mo
tion that chartered clubs shall not 
endorse propositions or support 
candidates except in internal elec
tions. "People arc not interested 
in politics when they go for en
joyment." 

One resident said ''You do en
courage people to go out and 
vote?" There was an affi,mativc 
answer. 

Dir. To m Fagan aid tha t he 
was in favor or the motion. In all 
fairness, a large club could tilt the 
communications opportunity. Al! 
candidates should be listened to 
equally. I believe eharten.:d clubs 
should be "apolitical." 

From the audience, Caro le 
1 lubbs said, "Ingress/Egress and 
inside the clubs no politics." 

The motion to not al low en
dorsement or candidate.; in chnr
tcred clubs passed 5 to I. 
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C·t W-est common wallE 
Sun 1 Y t t . uncoI11I110ll rea t o rec el ve go the Centers has lhe ab 

BRUCE ELLISON 
DAILY NEWS S\Jtl 

campaign. W t fty lo tackle certain comm' 
But the Sun City e~ nity Improvements. ~; 

Most ol the common walls 
on major thorougl,~ares ii~ 
and around Sun Ctly Wes 
will be repainted by su~uncr. 

beaul!flcation projet \~{\l instance. It maintains ll 
improve 14 miles o wa s, landscaping and sign tat tl 
and be financed by the Recre- Bell Road entrance o 
alion Centers of Sun Clly community. 
Wesl. g Governing board membc 

A similar projed m Sun 
Cily last year was funded by 
donations raised by the S:111 
C'ily 110111e Owners /\ssoria-

Under an accord amon n Thursday approved add! 
the Centers. the Properly $19 .900 from the as!' 
Owners and Residents Asso-
ciation. and Maricopa Coun- See Wall·U81ntlng, 

1. 11 ·1flcr a \cn!!,lh y 
ly. signed a\mosl four years 

IO • ' 
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preservation fee fund to an 
already-budgeted $18,100 
to cover the a nticipated 
cost a nd complete the job 
soon . 

Prope rties committee 
chairman Dudley Gibson 
suggested the idea, which 
rather quickly gained sup
port from the resl of the 
board, a nd encounlered no 
objections. 

Gibson brought a block 
from the Bell Road wall 
with him lo show how ii 
was constructed, and had 
photos of several of the 
community's walls to show 
h ow lhe paint had 
deteriorated. 

The Cenle r s ge nera l 
manager , R.G . Anderscn
Wyckoff. sa id after the 
meeting lhai he wou ld pro
c<'C'U promplly io acquire 
the needed paint and new 
m echani zed applicator 
equipment, and to hire 
temporary employees to do 
the work. 

Gibson h ad said esti
mat es s ugges t e d th e 
$38,000 total cosl, using 

temporary employees, 
would be far less expensive 
lhat us ing commercial con
tractors, as Sun City had 
done. 

Gibson put the contract 
cost at $5,000 to $6,000 a 
mile, or about $70,000 to 
$80,000. 

A contractor for Sun City 
repainted about 40 miles of 
walls, at a cost of" about 
$ 130,000, " if memory 
se rve s," sa id HOA 's 
Howard Matthias. 

Andersen-Wyckoff said 
he planned to s tart the 
work as soon as staff was 
hired, and that it should be 
completed by mid-summer. 

Common walls will be 
pa inted a n eutra l light 
beige color, except where 
they are constructed of pre
colored concrete. which 
docs not need painting. 

The ins ide, or homeown
ers side, of the walls will 
not be painted. That work 
should be the homeown ers' 
respons ibility, officials said. 

Nor will the common 
walls fronting on drainage 
ca nal s o r ditches be 
repainted, they said. 

Gibson said some J 
deterioration on com 
walls comes about bee 
irrigation sprinklers 01 

homeowner's side SJ 
onto the concrete. 1 
moi sture then bl e 
through and causes 
paint to deteriorate. 
said. 

Gibson plans to pre1 
a letter for board re, 
that will ask condo asso 
tions, local homeow 
associations a nd indiYi 
nls io ensure the ir sp1 
klers aren't wetting 
walls and adding to 
problem. 

And he said the Cent• 
wou ld try to set up a re1 
larly scheduled repainti 
project, with some mo, 
budgeted for the work e~ 
year, to em:ure the wn 
s lay in good shape . 

Although Gibson said 
thought the walls h · 
never been repainted , otl1 

res idents said the comm 
nity's developer, Del .Wei 
Corp., had painted some 
them more than once in ti 
20 years since the earlil" 
were built. 
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sew recreation 
• manager resigns 

STAFF REPORT 

Lisa Conn, recreation manager 
at the Recreation Centers of Sun 
City West, has resigned. 

Conn, who was hired In July 
1999, was second In command to 
leisure services manager Sam 
Graziano. 

She left for personal reasons. 
the Centers said In a Wiitten 
statement. That statement also 
quoted Conn as saying • .. . thank 
you for the opportunity (you have 
given me). 

"My best wishers remain with 
the staff and management for 
their continued success." 

Among other duties, Conn had 
handled scheduling of facilities, I management and oversight of 

programs such as lours, and spe
cial events. 

In that capacity she organized 
the successful Millennium ~ 
dinner-dances held at Palm Ridge 
and Johnson social halls Dec. 31. 

Carolyn Vinson, an assistant I 
lo Graziano, will step Into Conn's -........_ 
former po~t on an Interim basis, "-.,, 
said Centers spokeswoman Mau- I 
ryne Young. tr\ 

Vinson has been with the Cen- "\) 
ters for four years. 

General Manager R. G. 
Andersen-Wyckoff praised the 
work Conn had done to Improve 
leisure opportunities In the com
munity of some 30,000 residents. 
She.had a master's degree In rec
reation and leisure and a bache
lor's In social work. 
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Rec centers 
raise fees by 
$15 per year 

By Jim Gintonio 
The Arizona Republic 

Annual ( ees for the rec 
center and golf carts were 
increased by $15 in the $14.5 
million budget budget for 
2000-01 approved by the Go
verning Board of the Recre
ation Centers of Sun City 
West. 

Rec center fees will go to 
$148 from $133, and cart fees 
will go tci $180 from $165. 
Golfers did get a break when 
the board decided not to im
plement the $200 amount that 
had been proposed. · 

The plan has very few 
cutbacks, said Dick Catlin, 
president of the governing 
board. Additional funds had 
to be targeted for upkeep of 
the facilities, he said. 

"We basically tried to get a 
handle on expenses vs. in
come so we'll have a sound 
financial environment," Cat
lin said. "I think we've been 
able to do that. I would 
quickly add - and we've said 
it several times - that not 
everyone is going to be happy 
with how the budget comes 
out." 

But, Catlin added, the or
ganization should be in good 
financial shape. 

A few personnel cuts were 
made, but Catlin said the 
board was justified in doing 
that because of an increase in 
insurance costs. 

The board is responsible 
for four recreation centers 
and seven golf courses, in 
addition to several other ac
tivities and clubs. 
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RCSCW proposes $14.5 million budget 
Directors 
to consider 
adoption May 25 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

A proposed Recreation Centers of 
Sun City West $1 4.5 million budget 
for fiscal year 2000-200 I, requiring 
higher membership, golf and bowl
ing fees, was presented to residents 
May 4 during a special meeting in 
the R.H. Social Hall. 

The budget is up about $ I .5 mil-

lion from the current year. according 
to treasurer Allen Young. 

Membership fees will rise $ 15 
annually, going from $ 133 per per
son to $!48. Bowling will increase 
five cents per line and golf fees are 
covered in an article on the sports 
page. 

General manager R.G. Andersen
Wyckoff said fees had to be raised to 
generate the funds needed to per
form maintenance that has been 
neglected for too long. "We have 
finally bitten the bullet on some 
items that have needed to be bitten 
for some time," he said. 

"Keeping fees artificially low and 
ignoring preventative maintenance 
have caught up to us," he continued. 

The proposed financ ia l plan, 
which will be considered for adop
tion by the Rec Centers board of 
directors during its May 25 meeting, 
was "the result of hundreds of man 
hours of work by the Budget and 
Finance Committee," Mr. Andersen
Wyckoff observed. ' 'It required 
many hours of research and deliber
at ion." 

Mr. Andersen-Wyckoff presented 
the financial plan broken down by 
three divisions: recreat ion, bowling 
and golf. 

The budgets by division are: 
recreation , $5,479,374; bowling, 
$598,653; golf, $8,496,702. 

"Each division must be self-sus
taining and funds cannot be com-

mingled." he said. 
"We are going to pay off golf and 

bowling debts and restore reserves 
to an acceptable level,'' Mr. 
Andersen-Wyckoff said. 

In addition to raising the member
ship fees, the recreation division 
plans to generate additional rev
enues by increasing the tenant card 
fee by $10, from $100 to $ 110; 
increasing the hall rental fee by JO 
percent; allocating the charter club 
IO percent revenue to operations 
rather than reserve funds; increasing 
special event revenue to $32.000; 
implementing new charter club 
guest fees. expected to generate 

See ■ BUDGET, Page 11 

$10,000. The bowling division anticipates 
generating an additional $10.000 in 
revenue through increased lines 
bowled in addition to the fee hike. 

reserve fund~. are: computer at Trail Ridge and convert 
to wireless remote system, 
$100.000; retrofit tees, fairways and 
rough at Deer Valley, $275.000; 
renovate Stardust pro shop includ
ing reroofing the building and 
upgrading electrical system, 
$70,000; renovate Pebblebrook pro 
ship. $ 145.000. 

The major source of increased 
revenue for the recreation division 
is expected to come from the 
recently adopted $800 preservation 
fee, which will assess new buyer's 
of property in Sun City West. which 
is expected to produce revenue of 
$660,000 this coming year. 

The primary contributors 10 the 
increase in golf division revenues 
are the various fee hikes. 

Among the major projects to be 
tackled next fiscal year. using 

Facil ities - Beardsley HYAC 
system, including facility monitor
ing. $200.000: facilities monitoring 
system retrofit. Phase I, £ I 25,000; 
repairs to Beardsley parking lot and 
increase/upgrade electrical service 
to the campus. $85,000. 

Golf - replace maxi irrigation 
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Sun City West Rec Centers 
institutes asset preservation fee 
Will be paid by first-time property owners 
By MIKE RUSSO 
Independent Newspapers 

Following the lead of neighbor
ing Sun C ity, first-time property 
owners in Sun City West will begin 
paying an $800 asset preservation 
fee on June I . 

The fee will be collected by the 
escrow company and forwarded to 
the Recreation Centers of Sun City 
West. 

Sun City West Recreation Centers 
Director Allen Young explained 
addi tional revenues are needed to 
finance major maintenance, repair, 
replacement and remodeling of 
association assets. 

"Some of our fac ilities are now 
more than 20 years old and they 
need repair," Mr. Young said. 

"New members of the Recreation 
Centers of Sun C ity West have not 
partic ipated in the financing but 
receive the benefit of the investment 
made by existing residents," he con
tinued. "The Governing Board has 
determined that new members ... 
should share in the investment 
already made in the assets of the 
association through the payment of 
a one-time asset preservation fee." 

Several people attending last 
week's Governing Board meeting 
voiced opposition to the fee, not 
wanting to incur additional expens
es. 

"The seller will not pay the fee," 
Mr. Young said. 

"The fee is a on a closing state
ment signed by the seller and the 
buyer. It is on the buyer 's side of the 

statement ," he continued . 
" It's only new people coming into 

the area (who will pay the fee)," Mr. 
Young added. " People selling 
homes in Sun C ity West and moving 
to anotlier Sun City West home will 
not have to pay the fee." 

Director T homas Fagan said. 
"There has to be an addi tional 
source of revenue (to maintain our 
facilities).'' 

Mr. Fagan mentioned the Sun 
City West directors recently met 
with their Sun City counterparts to 
discuss common issues, including 
the asset preservation fee. 

Sun City adopted a $700 fee. 
effective Oct. I. 1999, for fi rst-time 
property owners. 

· See ■ FEE, Page 10 

At that time, Sun C ity real estate 
agents were concerned tha_t the fee 
would drive up home prices and 

· depress the market, but that has not 
been the case. 

"The major impact will be on the 
newcomer coming in." Mr. Orr 
emphasized. 

"We are going to have to pay for 
it one way or another." he conclud
ed. "There has been no appreciable 

affect on the sales o f houses in Sun 
City," Mr. Fagan said. "T_he ir presi
dent (Bob B riscoe) said resales 
have actually gone up." 

Mr. Fagan added, " It's (the new 
fee) a great way of generating rev
enue. It only affects those_ people 
coming into Sun C ity West for the 
first time." 

Directo r John Orr expla ined 
there is an average of slightly more 
than 100 homes sold monthly in 
Sun C ity West, with two- third~ of 
those being purchased by first-time 
Sun C ity West owners. 

"About 800 homes wi ll be affect
ed annually resulting in about 
$640,000 of additio na l revenue 
each year," he said. 
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General Manager reviews 
first year ... with a smile •. 
By Jack Hawn 

Like a presidential State--0f-the. 
Union address, Sun City Wesf 
Gen. Mgr. R.G. Andersen
Wyckoff delivered an upbeat 
first-year report last Thursday 
during the Recreation Centers' 
Governing Board meeting at the 
Johnson Social Hall. 

Well-written and containing his 

usual dashes ofhwnor, the report 
was read from his prepared text. 

'The following is a slightly edit
ed version: 

"Today marks the one-year 
anniversary of my arrival in Sun 
City West and attendance at my 

. first Governing Board meeting. 
· My wife and I sat in the audience 
and watched you spill water all 
over everything; one might call 
that a gushing welcome. . 

"In the ensuring year, we have ·. 
worked closely together to bring 
about change in our organization
al structure, improvements in our 
service, and improvements in our 
stewardship of the Association's 

· valuable facilities. I might add 
that the changes in the organiza,, 
tional structure only added oti~ , 
new employee position. 

"We have been faced with nu-

merous challenges in this past 
year, as many of our mechanical . 
systems and facilities required 
expensive, time-consuming, and 
untimely repair and renovation. 
This was due to improper con
struction, improper preventative 
maintenance and age. We still 
have a way to go before we have 
all of the needed repairs made 
and all of our systems and facili
ties under a proper preventative 
crue and maintenance program. 
We are addressing those issues in 
the upcoming financial plan. 

"We have tried to add new 
services or improvements to old 
seryices. We introduced a highly 
successful Fourth of July picnic, 
a Concert in the Park series, and 
a New Year's Eve Gala All wew 
quite successful. We introduced 
new golf score cards based on 
thJ design used at many of the 
finest courses in the country; but 
the reception was mixed and the 
opponents vociferous. We will 
try to incorporate (residents') 
ideas in next year's reprinting. 

"We have made major renova
tions to the Palm Ridge aquatics 
and fitness center, the Palm 
Ridge pools, the Kuentz Tennis 
Complex, and the R.H. Johnson 
pool, which will be completed by 
March l. We've also made major 
improvements in the roofs and 
HYAC systems at Palm Ridge, 
the Social Hall , and the R.H. 
Johnson Activity Center. We're 
still working on the HVAC sys
tem at the Sports Pavilion and 
thf ducting at the Social Hall. 
Tl)e Social Hall will be closed 
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April 3-7 to enable us to renovate 
the HVAC system ducting and, 
make other interior improve
ments. A major and expensive 
project still lies ahead of us to 
replace the roof membrane and 
dysfunctional HY AC units at 
Beardsley. We also have to re
place the pool shell at Kuentz 
and Beardsley pools. 

"We have been repairing or 
replacing worn out tables, chairs, 
sun covers, low1ges, benches and 
PA systems. We've been repaint
ing and repapering restrooms, 
locker rooms, meeting rooms and 
hallways. And we've made major 
improvements in lighting and 
flooring. 

"We've had our problems with 
termites invading the Kuentz 
Recreation Center and have been 
accused of allowing our pet quail 
and gophers break free from our 
golf courses to invade adjoining 
residents' yards. We instituted 
eradication programs for the ter
mites and have withdrawn all 
passes, confining the quail and 
gophers to their own neighbor
hoods. 

"On the golf courses we have 
reworked all the sand traps and 
dredged the No. 11 lake at 
Pebblebrook; retrofitted the irri
gation heads and valves at Echo 
Mesa, Grandview, Trail Ridge 
and Stardust golf courses; re
moved and replaced dozens of 
dead or damaged trees; replaced 
several hundred thousand square 
feet of sod on greens, tees, and 
green banks; and, struggled 
fiercely with Mother Nature dur-
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Japanese film slice of sew life 
STAFF REPORT 

The East met Sun City West 
on Thursday. 

A film crew from NHK, a 
Japanese TV network, was in 
Sun City West Thursday 
shooting the arguments and 
explanations at a PORA 
meeting oh the Continental 
Homes project 

Phil Garner, president of 
the Property Owners anq 
Residents Association,. toid 
about 300 people at the Town 
Meeting session that the TV 
staff - some from Tokyo and 
some from New York - were 
involved in a lengthy series of 
programs looking into the fu-

ture of Japan. 
"I met with them yesterday 

(Wednesday) about why they 
are interested in the Sun 
Cities" Garner said as the 
meeting opened and the 
journalists trained their cam
eras on its participants. 

"They told me that in Japan 
the tide may be turning, that 
increasingly the young people 
are moving to the cities" and 
that a Japanese ~radition in 
which older relatives remain 
in the same home or neigh
borhood as their chiidren is 
eroding. 

That makes senior commu
nities such as the Sun Cities 
of more than passing interest 

to the Japanese, Garner said. 
He said the documentary 

producers and reporters plan 
a large and extended series of 
programs on Japanese society 
in the new millennium. 

"Their stop in Sun City West 
is part of that. They're inter
ested in senior issues, and 
they've done a great deal of 
research," not only on the 
community ahd ori the concept 
of senior living, but also on 
the controversy over the Coii
Hnentai Homes project and 
how it might affect senior 
lifestyles, Garner said. 

Elaine McCraith, who heads 
up PORA's Visitors Center, 

had said delegations from 
other nations regularly visit 
Sun City West, sometimes of
ficially and sometimes as 
tourists. The Japanese are 
frequent arrivals, she said. 

Three years ago, a French 
TV crew visited the commu
nity, also for a look at how 
senior coininunities operate. 

At that time, the French vi
sitors said, the idea of a sen
iors-only community - of oicl 
foiks shuffied off to live alone 
without younger people - was 
a totally foreign concept that 
required a lot of .explanation 
to the average Frenchman. 



-----

. • • Mollie J. Hoppes/Doily News-Sun 

A Japanese camera crew fi lms Thursd_ay's PORA meeti(lg in the R.H. Johnson Social 
Hpll. ► See story on A5. · · ,.. 
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Elections fill rec, PORA boards 
By Lori Baker 
The Arizona Republic 

SUN CITY WEST - Residents 
elected eight co111munity leaders in 
separate elections for the Recre
ation Centers and Property Ow1·1ers 
and Residents Association boards. 

The nine-member recreation 
board, which serves staggered 
three-year ler111s, oversees opc1:1-
lion of facilities that include four 
recreation centers, sc\ en public 
golf courses and a lihrary. 

Three terms were available. 
Elected were: 

• I\ llen Young, 2,485 votes. who 
served on the Recreation Centers 
budget and finance commillec this 

...:,. B.ECTIONS, jium Page I 

concerns about the community. 
Elected were: 
• Robert Garrett, 2,245 votes, a 

+ retired executive direct~ir of a 
national trade organization associa
tion involved with highway tra!Tic 
controls. I le served on the PORA's 
tralTic and safety committee this 
year. 

• Marguerite Bidwell, 2, 199 
votes. who has 30 years of retail 
experience and previously served 
two terms on the PORA board. She 
was editor of the Roadn11111er, 
POR/\'s publication, and director of 
consumer services. 

• Fred Coulson, 2, 161 votes, a 

year. I le has 32 years of experience 
in accounting and management. He 
also spent five years as the owner 
of a liquor store. 

• John Orr. 2,097 votes, who also 
served on the Recreation Centers 
budget and finance committee. In 
addition to 30 years as an academic 
econo111ist. he was director of a 
major country club for three years. 
In Sun City Wcsl. he is a league 
bowler. 

• Tom Fagan, 2.054 \ oles. who is 
an avid tennis player. I le spent 35 
years in the 111oving industry and 
was chai rman of Atlas Van Lines. 
I le volunteers as a reader and 
announcer for Sun Sound Radio for 

retired banker who was chief exec
utive officer of Old Western Life 
Insurance Co. and served on the 
Recreation Centers budget and fi
nance committee. 

• Charles "Chuck" Anderson, 
2, 126 voles, who managed the 
computer department of Uenver. I le 
has worked in vn rious phases of 
government. from budget to strnle
gic planning. I le volunteers at the 
Sun City West Visitors Center as a 
statistician. 

• Charles Ullman, 1,906 votes. 
who was a founder and later 
president of a company thnt manu
factures radar and eommunication 
centers for municipalities and in
ternational agencies. In Sun City 

the vis ion impaired and as state 
coordinator for the A/\RP 55 Alive 
Program. 

Other candidates were Mel Nu
zum, 1.860 voles; Ken Pavlik, 
1,856 voles: and Richard Sheets, 
1.434 voles. 

In the PORA election. eight 
candidates competed for five three
year seats. l'ORA is a I 6.()fJIJ. 
member qua5i-gmernment organ• 
i1a1ion that lohbie~ on rcliremenl 
issues and prm ides a consumer 
referral service. It also resohes 
deed-rcslriction \ iolations and acts 
as a clearinghouse for residents· 

- !'lease Jee ElltllOIIS, /'age I J 

West, he is a member of the Sun 
C'itv West l'os~e and a Sun City 
West r:ommunity Coalition mem
ber. 

Other candidate~ were James 
Patter~on. 1.083 votes: Jan Martin
son. 926 votes; and Robert Oserin. 
888 ,otes. 

Results of a resident poll con
ducted by PORA arc expe<.:ted to be 
a\·ai lable by next week. ·1 he poll 
asked ,, hethcr a new road should 
be built east of El Mirage Road 
near Bell Road to link with the 
future Loop 303 freeway. 

Lori Baker can be reached al (602) 
444-7120 or at lori.bakerffarizona• 
republic.com. 

I 
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By BRUCE ELLISON 
Staff writer 

The Recreation Cente rs of Sun City West soon may 
have a home page on the Internet, a move officials think 
wi ll he lp improve communications with reside nts. 

If the Centers docs establish such a site on the World 
Wide Web, however, it wi ll hardly be the first web s ite 
se rvi ng the community of 30,000 active adults. 

The Sun City West Computer Club - Compute rs West 
- nlrcady has its own home page. providing s ix pages of 
in fo rm ation about the club, its meetings and activities, 
and a fu ll-co lor photo of its president, Be rnardine 
Ginsberg. 

That web page a lso says there a re almost 2,700 
computer club members in Sun City West, and that 1,200 
of them have e-mail addresses. a way to send messages 
directly to lhei r home computers. 

(To reach Computers West, go to: 
htt11://www.primenct.com/-compwcst 
In add ition, residents Rob a nd Kaye Fir111 have es

tab li shed a Sun City West home page that they use to 
he lp re nt condominiums and homes. 

But that page a lso conta ins extens ive information 
about the community, including the hours and fees for 
centers golf courses, and the programs at the Sundome 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

To reach the F inns' home page, go to: 
btt11://www.swiftsite.com/rtfion.sccondo.html 

At last week's governing board meeting, the board 
gave Dick Tolle fson the go-ahead to explore how the 
centers could create a home page. Tollefson sa id the 
Finns have agreed to help him in that endeavor. 

"The Finns created these pages on their own , pa rti
a lly as a hobby and community ser vice, but also as a 
means fo r owne rs to find re nters fo r their condos and 
homes." Tol lefson said. 

Information on th e Finn home page is colorful, at
t racti vely arranged a nd easy to use, he sa id. 

The F inns could not be reached for comment: no one 
has answered the telephone at the ir home s ince 
Thursday. 

Tollefson sa id he had asked the Property Owners and 
Residents Association and its re latec:f Visitors Cente r if 
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Steve Chemek/Doily News-Sun 

The Computers West lnternel web page is on~ of two 
already on the World Wide Web from Sun City West. 
The Recreation Centers of Sun City West is also 
planning to establish its own web page. 

they wanted to join the centers in home-page building, 
but he said. "We find no inte rest at the present time. " 

Still , if e ithe r group sets up its own web site in the 
future, Tollefson said, "ifs easy to create a link" that 
would take a browser from one site to the other in
stantly. 

Compute r users inte rested in knowing more about 
Sun City West have two othe r sources available to the m 
now: a web page run by De l Webb Corp. that includes 
information on the community, its amenities and model 
homes; and a web page o rganized by a Glendale com
pany, the Teel Group, that offers various community 
news items. inc luding information from Sun Health, 
homes and condos for sale, and other tidbits. 

The Teep Group's site includes a section headed 
■ From A 1 Because . a web page can 
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Commu nity News Briefs from 
both Sun City and Sun City 
West, and classified ads -
but no data is available on 
those pages, which apparently 
still are under construction. 

updated in minutes, it w n, 
offer residents more infon• 
tion faster than the \\'t 
Word. the centers montl cii 
newsletter publication. 

C. 

E 

To reach the Del Webb 
home page, go to: 

ht111://www.delwebb.com 
and select Sun City West. 

To reach the Teel Group's 
Sun Living home page, go to : 

http://www.sunlh·in~.com 
Toll e fson said the expected 

costs of setting up a web page 
are small - pe rhaps $200 -
and monthly charges also 
seem reasonable. 

He is more conce rned with 
how the information in the 
home page would be con
trolled and updated, and who 
could post information on it. 

Board members and the 
genera l manager seem the 
most like ly choices, he said . 

+ If the web page included • 
mail capabilities, it wot· .,_ 
give residents (and anyo -.i: 
e lse with access to the \\'o -.i: 
Wide Web) the ability to sr '"' 
electronic messages to c1 

ters officials with questir 
or comments. 

The Sun City Comnu 
Club also operates a hn 
page, with information p1 
arily of interest to c l 
members. To reach th at lw 
page, go to: 

http://www.futureone.com/-c 
The Sun City club has ab• 

a thousand members, s 
publicity chairman Han 
Tetmayer, about 300 of wh 
have e-mail addresses. 
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SLAVE LAB_OR? 
Rec Centers of SCW study seeks 
to equalize salaries, job descriptions 
By TERI CARNICELLI 
Business Review 

S
hould an employee 
who touches up wall 
paint make more 
money than an 
administrative office 

employee? 
Should one employee receive a 

$15,000 bonus while others go 
without any raise at all? · 

The Recreation Centers of Sun 
Ci ty West, Inc. has been 
conducting a study to determine if 
employee salaries are in line with 
job descriptions. . 

The time frame for the 

corporation's classification and 
compensation study was kicked 
into high gear after several 
employees of the association, 
citing poor wages and heavy work 
loads, walked out in January. 

"The classification and 
compensation study is totall y 
different from any study that has 
been performed in the Recreation 
Centers ," says General Manager 
Les Hicks. 

"Primarily what it's going to do 
is bring all of our job descriptions 
up to date to comply with the 
latest laws. 

"It will take into consideration 
all compensation for all 

■ LABOR 

'' Sometimes it comes 
out in these types of 

studies that employees 
are actually 

performing duties that 
are over and beyond 

their present job 
description. 

LES HICKS 
General Manager 

Recreation Centers of sew 

employees; it will give us a long
range plan for what our salary 
projections and what our job 
descriptions should b:e, not only 
for staff we already have in place, 
but probably some 
recommendations fo r some 
additional posi t ions that may 
come out of this." 

He says employees of the 
association were asked for their 
input regarding job descriptions 
and salaries. 

"The employees are definitely 
invol ved in the study. The 
employees' input is valuable," 

See ■ LABOR, Page 4 

From Page 1 

Mr. Hicks emphasizes. 
Virginia Smith, chairwoman of 

the Human Resources Committee, 
says Ralph Anderson Associates 
of Sacramento, Calif., the agency 
hired to perform the Jtudy, paid 
several visits to the Rec Centers 
to interview employees. 

"We. want to be sure everyone 
you work with here feels liked 
and valued," she says. 

The study, which is continuing, 
has prompted officials to create 
new positions and reconsider the 
corporation's pay structure. 

"Sometimes it comes out in 
these types of studies that 
employees are actually 
performing duties that are over 
and beyond their present job 
description," Mr. Hicks says. 

we've contracted with will work 
through all the different concerns 
that we have and come up with a 
fair evaluation of what an 
employee should be doing and 
make a recommendation if, in 
fact, the employee's working out 
of his or her area of 
responsibility."· 

"The professional firm that 
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:The Ma~ison ~eep!S] 
voting .pr:erogative ,t~ 
By ROSA De SIMONE og 

' . . . Daily News-Sun staff . . 

SUN CITY WEST - Th~ Madison· Gray said removing the block 
will continue its · practice .of casting votes_, which would require an 
block votes in community'' elections 
d~spite ·protests by memb~rs of the amendment . of the association's 
recr_eation centers govery~f:a:ig board bylaws, should .be a p~iority. . . 
and residents. . . . . ··: . . Lee Baitey, manager .of The Madi-

Historically, The Madison's man- ; son, has said he will insist on keep
agement has been permitted to cast 

1 
;i1ngthe ~acility's voting rights. 

block votes in elections that repre-. 1 Sun City West resident ~Hen Pow
sented· residents who rent there. .fell, ~ho has. served on.,.election 

The Madison and Palomar Apart- . committees, _said the plock:yotes cast . 
ment Homes, which also casts block by The Madison and Palomar would 
votes, used their ~locks for the first not be as ~ignificant if voter turnout 
•time during the· 1992 governing I among residents was higher. .. 
board election. . . · . . · ' "The community does not come out 

The Madisoh has changed owner- and vote," Powell said. "(These block 
ship and therefore a new "facilities votes) would not be a swing vote if 
agreement" is necessary, said Al you didn't have a sftuation where the 
Spanjer, president of the Recreation numb·er of people who come out to 
Centers of Sun City West Governing vote ranges from a 7 percent to _15.5 
Board.· · · . \ percent turnout If you 'want the 

But the board's initial request that governing board to represe·nt you, 
The Madison's owners relinquish I. come out and vote." -, .... , 
their right to vote in_ the e!ection_ of · · Resident ·Mort Leeper also j
th_e members ·of the go1:e.rnmg board ) tended The ~adison's right -to vot~, 
will not be a con~itlon of .. the saying the organization pays a 
a~eement, Spanjer s9:id. 1 membership fee just as other re~-

·!he~ a~e pot r~quired ~o give. up dents do that allows them to vote. wf 
their vote$," he said. · . 9d 

In elections, The Madison is per- "They have the same rights," · 
mitted ,bi'ocks of 196 votes each. ·For Leeper said. ~2e 
example, if an eJection was deciding - ·. f.si 
t,hree seats on· the board, The ·-Madi- t,.1~ 

son would be permitted to give 196 
votes fo each·· of three candidate's of 
its choic\:s: . · · 
. Palomar . Apartment Homes, a · 

smaller rental facility, has blocks ~f j 
100 votes each. . ··l';i~::s:~~'-"' 

Governing board members are ea 
divided on the issue. . ~taroi".11. 
. John Scolastico, who won-a seat on ~.~ ,. ,"'lf~.,,.ui1'""-

the board during · the last election,.' 
said waiving·· thi(. right to vote · in 
elections should not be a condition 
of the agreement · 

"I received · 196 votes froll} The 
Madison and it did make · a differ
ence in my· election;" Scolastico said · 
-in a meeting Thursday. · 

It is that capability to be a decid
ing factor in an election that some 
are against · · · . 

"I believe it is the judgment of the 
residents of Sun City.· West that 
should prevail," said board ,m~'niber 
Dick Gray. "And in ·the last election 
that failed." · 
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Centers in sew satisfy 111e111bers, survey says 
By ROSA De SIMONE 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY WEST - Results released Mon
day of a survey of recreation centers' clubs 
reflect overall membership satisfaction. 

A committee headed by Barbara Gerould, a 
member of the Recreation Centers of Sun City 
West Governing Board, is still evaluating the 
survey sent to 3,000 random club members. 

Of those Program and Needs Assessment 
Surveys distributed in February, at least 2,175 
were returned , Gerould said. 

"It's one way for us to figure out how people 
feel and then how to do something about it," 
she said. 

A study like this has never been conducted 
before, Gerould said. 

The survey was funded by Del Webb Corp. 
and is being a'nalyzed by an independent firm, 

she said. 
Members of 74 chartered clubs participated 

in the survey. There are 88 chartered c lubs in 
Sun City West 

Those surveyed were asked to eva luate 
several aspects of the recreation centers in
cluding condition of respective facility, cond i
tion of equipment, variety of equipment, hours 
of operation, awareness of programs, instruc
tional programs, program promotions and c lub 
fees . 

Those taking the survey were asked if they 
were very satisfied or satisfied, somewhat sat
isfied or dissatisfied with each category. 

The results of the assessment were released 
Monday during the annual club presidents' 
meeting in the R.H. Johnson Social Hall. 

Gerould said she was happy to see that most 
clubs expressed satisfaction. 

If s urveyed today, those who were dis
satisfied with some aspects of their club or 
recreation centers may actually have a more 
positive opinion, Gerould said. 

The Rhythm Tappers, for example, had a low 
opinion of their practice facility, the Stardust 
Theatre. About 48 percent of those in the club 
surveyed were very satisfied/satisfied with the 
theater, but 20 percent were only somewhat 
satisfied and 32 percent were dissatisfied. 

But the construction of the communi ty's 
fourth recreation center, Palm Ridge Recrea
tion Center in the northern expansion area, 
should resolve the dissati-sfaction, Gerould 
sa id. The Tappers will get their ov>n studio in 
that recreation center. 

Computers West members are also unhappy 
with their room - 66 percent of those mem
bers surveyed said they were dissatisfied while 

74 clubs respond 
- From Al 
months a year. 

Most of those surveyed, 30 
percent, were 65 to 69 years 
old. The second largest age 
group surveyed, 29 percent, 
was 70 to 74 years old. 

A majority of the 74 clubs 
said they used their assigned 
facility less than five times 
per month. A majority of 
members from four clubs sa id 
they used their rooms be
tween six and 10 times a 
month. Members of 18 clubs 
said they usually used the ir 

facility more than 10 times a 
month. Two clubs were evenly 
split on club room use. 

As the evaluation of surveys 
continues, additional infor
mation on the results will 
likely be made available dur
ing the board's monthly open 
meetings, Gerould said. 

Written comments of those 
surveyed, on their l ikes and 
dis likes regarding the recrea
tion centers or their in
dividua l clubs, are still being 
read and eva luated , Gerould 
said. 

18 percent were satisfied and 16 percent 
somewhat satisfied. -

The c lub's probl_i!m with cramped quarters 
will also be eased with the opening of the new 
recreation center, said Bob Montgomery, pres
ident of Computers West 

"Our space in the new recreation center wi II 
be rough ly four times the space we have now," 
Montgomery said. " I'm sure with the added 
space our concerns will be alleviated." 

The survey found that 28 percent of the 
respondents have lived in Sun City West four 
to six years. 

A majority of those su rveyed, 68 p ercent, 
said they lived in the retirement community 
year round. About 16 pe rcent of respondents 
sa id they reside in Sun City West nine to 11 

See 74 clubs, AS 
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Webb awaits.ruling['" 
on disabilities law 
Daily News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY WEST - The Ameri
cans with Disabilities Act was signed 
by the president in 1990 and took 
effect July 26, but the effect the law 
will have in Sun City West remains 
unclear. 

Del Webb Corp. hired an archi
tectural firm in March to determine 
what adjustments were needed in 

. Sun City West to adhere to ADA 
requirements. 

Nickels and Scalise Architects 
were hired to map compliance plans 
for Webb's communities in Sun City 
West, Tucson, Palm Springs and Las 
Vegas. 

··• "There is no clear (ADA) guideline 
: ' as to what constitutes a public 
~ building and a private building," Jim 

Scalise said. 

Rick D'Ell a/Dally Newa-Suri 

Sun City West Recreation Center 
advisory board member Dick Gray 
inspects a wheelchair ramp at R.H. 
Johnson Recreation Center. · 

But the philosophy being used by 
Webb was "if a facility was ques
tionable we made changes anyway," 
Scalise said. 

The Arizona Attorney General's 
Office has not determined whether 
Webb's buildings in Sun City West 
can be considered private and 
therefore not subject to the same 
requirements as public buildings. 

The law, whose public ac
commodations provisions mostly be
came effective in January, requires 
such measures as installing visual 
alarms for deaf people and special 
floor surfaces to let blind people 
know where to step. 

Sun City West, a community built 
for retirees, already contains many 
of the physical amenities required by 

the ADA 
"They (Webb facilities) are prob

ably more in compliance with ADA 
because of the nature of their cus
tomers - they are probably more in0 
compliance than any other facilityl> 
we have been in," Scalise said. ~ 

Webb's project list to review for< 
ADA compliance includes the R.H.2 
Johnson, Kuentz and Beardsley rec~ 
reation centers; Sun City West Ad-~ 
ministration building; Sun City West 
Sales Office, Crestview Banquet~ 
Center, Community Services Center;.::: 
guest units for people on vacation; 
Hillcrest Clubhouse; Grandview Golf 
Pro Shop;-Trailridge Golf Pro Shop; 
Stardust Golf Pro Shop; Pebblebrook 
Golf Pro Shop; and Echo Mesa Golf 
Pro Shop. 

All construction since Jan. l ha~ 
been in accordance with ADA guide-.::: 
lines for public buildings, said Ma~ 
Alexander, who heads Webb's AD.Ao
task force. co 

t-j 

While Webb analyzes what needs 
to be done to meet physical AD~ 
guidelines, requirements regarding 
employment ' have been met, Alex~ 
ander said. . :- · · c.o 

Webb'~ compliance ~ffort include~ 
training programs at- Webb commu
nities so each · employee is familiar 
with the requirements of ADA in the 
hiring process. 

A final plan to meet ADA re
quirements is being deyeloped but 
will -not be complete until the at
torney general's office completes its 
interpretations, Scalise said. 
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4th Rec Center Will Be A Beauty 

Construction is scheduled for Spring, 1993 on SCWs fourth recreation center on a 15-acre site. 

Sun City West's fourth Jack O'Connor, has spent 
recreation center will be a nearly the last two years 
state-of-the art facility with researching the recreational 
a major focus on fitness and needs of an expanded 
exercise. The 51,000 square population and then fol-
foot, $6.4 million center will · lowing through with the ar-
cover 15 acres of land and chitect during the design 
will include three primary period. "The committee's 
areas, the Fitness Center, the input has been invaluable," 
Social/Club Building and noted Carder. 
six outdoor tennis courts. The Fitness Center will 
Construction is slated to include an extensive ex
begin next spring, with ercise area, larger than 
completion anticipated in anything presently available 
the spring of 1994. in the Sun Cities. Featured 

"This recreation center will be the latest in exercise 
will have more of a resort machines such as stair 
feeling, very inviting and climbers, rowing machines 
contemporary," said Steve and weight training equi
Carder, Webb's vice presi- pment. 
dent of finance and ad- Three swimming pools 
ministration who is over- and two spas are being 
seeing the project. The designed for the new center. 
Recreation Centers Facilities Two indoor swimming 
expansion committee , REC CENTER 
chaired by Sun City Wester Continued on Page 6 
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New Rec Center to House 2 Indoor.Swimming Pools 
Continued from Page -1 

pools will allow simultan- · 
eous use by lap swimmers, 
water walkers and other a
quatic programs, and a 

_ resort s tyle outdoor pool 
will include an ample sun
ning area. Encircling the 

-· aquatic area will be an in
door second floor jogging 
and walking track featwjng 
views lo the pools below as 
well as outdoors. "Jogging 
tracks are an integral pait of 
an overall exercise prograin 
in many of the newer health 
.clubs across the country," 
noted Carder. 1l1e track will 
pr ovide year round 
availability for sport walk
ing, a popular activity in 

· Sun City West. According 
to a national sur·vey con
ducted by the National. 
Sporting Goods Association, 
exercise walking attracted 
19.7 million participants .age 
55 or older last year. 

The focal point of the 

Social Club Building will be · 
ail 11,000 square foot 
ballroom and annex room, 
plus two kitchens and a 
storage area. The room will 
have the flexibility of ac
commodating various sized 
groups for a variety of for
mal or infonnal gathe1ings. 

Several recreation center 
chartered clubs will be 
relocating to the new center 
upon completion of con
structiori. The Rhytlm1 Tap
pers and Ballet Club will 
share a room specially 
designed for dance rehe~
s al s. The Computer and 
Stained Glass Clubs, both of 
which outgrew their facility 
at the Beardsley Park 
Recreation Center, will have 
dedicated rooms at the new 
center. There will also be 
two m·ulti-purpose rooms 
available for other or
ganizations to use on a 
scheduled basis. 

"This has been lengthy,
detailed and complex 
project. But we believe the 
designs for the new center 
wil l serve the residents well 
and they'll experience the 
type of ce~ter that Webb is 
building in its newer 
developments," said Jack 
O'Connor. Joining O'Connor 
on the committee are Vir
ginia Ritson, Kathie Knoop, 
Harry Spence, Bill 
Woodyard, Sol Robinson 

and Jerry Welch. 
At the Advisory Board 

Open Forum on Tuesday, 
Oct. 20th at 2 p.m. in the 
R.H. Johnson Social Hall: 
There will be a scale model 
of the new recreatiop. center, 
plus floor plans and eleva
tions that the members can 
look over. Jack O'Connor 
will describe each area of 
the new facijity at the meet
mg. 

· ........ ,• ... 
·~. -:.: ,. , ... ~,:#.. .. ~ ... 't, ..- • . • 
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Webb. announces _plans for re·c ··cel1ter 
Fifteen-acre facility scheduled ·to open in 1994; 
will be second largest _center in· Sun City West 
By ANNE RYMAN 
Sun Cities _lndependert 

Plans for, a new $6.4 million Sun 
City Wesl recreation center include 
two indoor pools, an outdoor pool 
·ind an indoor walking and jogging 
•rnck. 

The 51 ,000-square-foot building 
will be the community's second-
1argcsl recreation center and cover 
l5 acres. It will include a fitness . 
: enter, social/club building and six 
Jutdoor tennis courts. 

Construction i~ expected to be 

completed by ,March 1994. 
"What's going to be unique is the 

aspect of having all activities . 
confined to onc·.facility. We're 
hoping people will use it as a full 
fitness center," says Sieve Carder, 
Del Webb Corp. vice president of 
finance and administration. 

Two indoor swimming pools will 
allow simultaneous use by lap 
swimmers, water walkers and 
others, and residents can use the re
sort-style outdoor pool for sunning, 
swimming and socializing, he says. 

A second-floor jogging and 

walking track will circle the pool 
area, which officials expect to 
become a popular attraction 
because walking is the No. I 
exercise in active adult com
munities, Mr. Carder says. 

The fitness center will include 
exercise machines such as : stair 
climbers, weights and rowing 
machines. The social/club building 
will include an 11,000-square-foot 
ballroom and two kitchens. 

The Rhythm Tappers and Ballet · 
Club will share a room designed for 

See ■ CENTER, Page 3 

Sun City West's fourth recreation center will include two indoor swimming 
pools, one outdoor pool and an indoor walking and jogging track. The new 
facility is expected to be completed by March 1994. 
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Webb aniiotinces .plans f()f" re·c ·ceiiter 
Fifteen-acre facility scheduled ·to open in 1994; · · 
will be second largest _center in· Sun City West 
By ANNE RYMAN 
Sun Cities Independent 

Plans for, a new $6.4 million Sun 
CiLy Wcsl recreation cenLer include 
t.wo indoor pools, an outdoor pool 
·md an indoor walking and jogging 
IIack. · 

completed by ,March 1994. 
"What's going to be unique is the 

aspect of having all activities . 
confined to one ,facility. We're 
hoping people will use it as a full 
fitness center," says Sieve Carder, 
Del Webb Corp. vice president of 
finance and administration. 

walking track will circle the pool 
area, which officials expect to 
become a popular attraction 
because walking is the No. I 
exercise in active adult com
munities, Mr. Carder says. 

The fitness center will include 
exercise machines such as ·. stair 
climbers, weights and rowing 
machines. The social/club building 
will include an 11,000-square-foot 
ballroom and two kitchens. 

The 51,000-square-foot building 
will be the community's second
largest recreation center and cover 
15 acres. It will include a fitness . 
: enter, social/club building and six 
1utdoor tennis courts. 

Construction i~ expected to be 

1\vo indoor swimming pools will 
allow simultaneous use by lap 
swimmers, water walkers and 
others, and residents can use the re
sort-style outdoor pool for sunning, 
swimming and socializing, he says. 

A second-floor jogging and 

The Rhythm Tappers and Ballet · 
Club will share a room designed for 

See ■ CENTER, Page 3 

Sun City West's fourth recreation center will includa two Indoor swimming 
pools, one outdoor pool and an indoor walking and jogging track. The new 
facility is expected to be completed ~y ~arch 1994. 
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Webb unveils·:.plans-for nevv rec center in sew 
By MIKE GARRETT 
J.}aily News-Sun staf( 

SUN CITY WEST - Plans are virtu
ally complete for a proposed $6.4 mil
lion, 51,000 square-foot recreation cen
ter to be constructed in the Sun City 
West expansion area. 

The final draft of plans for the rec 
center will be presented to residents at 
2 p.m. Tuesday in the Recreation Cen
ters of Sun City West Advisory Board 
open forum in the R.H. Johnson Social 
Hall, 19803 R.H. Johnson Blvd. 

Construction of the rec center is 
scheduled to begin next spring. with 
completion ant icipated in the spring of 
1994. The center will cover 15 acres in 
the 1,300-acre expansion area north of 
Deer Valley Road near 135th Avenue. 

The rec center will include three 
primary areas - the fitness center, 

-social club building and six outdoor 
tennis courts. 

A scale model of the recreation cen• 
ter, plus floor plans and architectural 
renderings, will be available for resi
dents' inspection at the open forum. 

"You finally reach a point in the 
. planning process where you have to say 
· this is it and go with what you have," 
. said Martha Moyer, Del Webb manager 
, of community and public relations. 

"This has been a lengthy, detailed 
! and complex project," said Jack 
· O'Connor, chairman of the Recreation 
, Centers Facilities Expansion Committff 
I that has been involved with the project 
i for nearly two years .• 
, "We believe the designs for the new 
! center will serve the residents well and 
l they'll experie:nce the type of center 
I that Webb is building in its other new 
! (Sun Cities) developments." 
I "This recreation center will have 
1 more of a resort feeling, very inviting 
l and contemporary," said Steve Carder, 
: Del Webb vice president of finance and 
; administration. 
1 O'Connor said his committff has 
i spent the past two years researching 
: the rec~eational needs of an expanding 
: population and then following through 

i 
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An architect's rendering shows an aerial view of the 
new $6.4 million recreation center that will be 
constructed in the Sun City West expansion area. A 

model of the center will be on· displa y at Tuesday's 
advisory board open forum in the R.H. Johnson 
Social Hall . -

with the architect during the design 
Period. ' 

"The committee's input has been in
valuable;" Carder said. 

The fitness center's exercise area is;:_ rowing machines and weight training 
larger than anything available in the~ equipment. . 
Sun Cities. It will feature the latest ina "The layout will be a nice improve
exercise machines like stair climbers, ment over what we have now," (in the 

R.H. Johnson Fitness Center) said rec 
centers fi tness specialist Martha Ges
sell. "It (fitness room) will be L-shaped 
so that the weight equipment will be on 
one aide of the room and the car
diovascular equipment on the other 
side. The equipment design and place
ment will also allow for more in
dividualized instruction. 

"I've also heard that an overhead big
screen TV will be installed for people to 
watch while they're walking on the 
treadmill," she said. • 

Three swimming pools and two· spas 
are being designed for the new center. 
Two indoor swimming pools will allow 
simultaneous use by lap swimmers, 
water walkers and other aquatic pro
grams. A resort-style outdoor pool will 
include a sunning area. · 

Around the aquatic area will be an 
indoor second-floor jogging and walking 
track featuring views to the pools below 
as well as outdoors. "Jogging tracks are 
an integral part of an overall exercise 
program in many of the newer health 
clubs across the country," Carder said. 

The track will provide year-round 
availability for sport walking, a popular 
Sun City West activity. A survey con
ducted by the National Sporting Goods 
Association revealed that walking at
tracted 19. 7 million participants age 65 
or older last year. 

The focal point of the Social Club 
Building will be an 11,000-square foot 
ballroom and annex room, plus two 
kitchens and a storage area. The room 
will be flexible enough to accommodate 
various sized groups for a variety of 
formal or informal gatherings. ; 

Several recreation center-cliartered 
clubs will relocate to the new center. 
The Rhythm Tappers and Ballet C!ub 
will share a room specially designed for 
dance rehearsals. · 

The Computer and Stained Glass 
clubs, previously quartered in the 
smaller Beardsley Park Recreation 
Center, will have larger rooms in the 
new center. Two multi-purpose rooins 
will be available for other organizations 
to use on a scheduled basis. 


